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NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
on Friday directed the deploy-
ment of serving and retired
judicial officers to oversee
West Bengal’s special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of elector-
al rolls, citing a breakdown of
trust between the state gov-
ernment and the Election
Commission of India (ECI).

A bench led by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, along with
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M. Pancholi, said it had
been left with “no option” but
to pass the extraordinary or-
der in “extraordinary circum-
stances”.

The court noted an “unfor-
tunate blame game” and “trust
deficit” between the West
Bengal government and the
ECI, which had stalled the
process at the stage of exam-
ining claims and objections
from individuals placed in the
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‘No option left’: SC orders
judicial officers for Bengal SIR

Top court intervenes amid Election Commission—state trust deficit row

The court directed serving and retired judicial officers
to supervise West Bengal’s electoral roll revision, citing
a trust deficit between the state and the Election
Commission of India. District judges will adjudicate
claims and objections to ensure fairness and
transparency in the process.

logical discrepancy list.
Permitting the ECI to pub-
lish the draft voters’ list on
February 28, the bench said
supplementary lists could also
be issued later. It directed that
judicial officers of the rank of
District Judge or Additional

District Judge be appointed to
adjudicate claims and objec-
tions arising from the SIR ex-
ercise.

The court requested the
Chief Justice of the Calcutta
High Court to make available
serving and retired judicial

officers to assist in the pro-
cess, after taking note of the
alleged shortage of Grade ‘A’
officers provided by the state.

Logical discrepancies
flagged during the revision
include mismatches in parent
names and implausible age
differences — less than 15
years or more than 50 years
— between voters and their
listed parents, particularly in
progeny links traced to the
2002 voter list.

The bench directed district
collectors and superintendents
of police to extend logistical
and security support to the de-
puted judicial officers. It clar-
ified that orders passed by
them would be deemed orders
of the court.

The apex court said the in-
tervention was necessary to
ensure fairness in verifying
documents and determining
inclusion or exclusion of
names from the electoral roll.

Congres; staﬁes sirtless
protest at Al Summit

NEW DELHI
Around ten workers of the In-
dian Youth Congress were
detained after staging a brief
shirtless protest during the Al
Impact Summit at Bharat
Mandapam. The protesters
entered Exhibition Hall No. 5
carrying white T-shirts print-
ed with images of PM Modi
and US President Trump,
along with slogans referenc-
ing the India-US trade deal.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
termed the protest “shame-
ful’, alleging it was aimed at
embarrassing India during
an international event.

Tkilledin car-truck crash

on Guj’s hilly stretch

Valsad
Seven persons were killed af-
ter their car rammed into a
parked truck at Kumbhghat
in Gujarat’s Valsad district on
Friday afternoon, police said.
The accident occurred
around 1pm on a hilly road
stretch, Karpada police sta-
tion inspector S.L. Vasava
said. According to officials,
the car was first hit from be-
hind by a truck while de-
scending the ghat section.
The impact caused the car to
lose control and crash into a
truck parked ahead. Five oc-
cupants died on the spot,
while two others succumbed
toinjuries at a nearby com-
munity health centre.

US Supreme Court strikes down

Donald Trump’s global tariffs

WASHINGTON

The U.S. Supreme Court on
Friday invalidated former
President Donald Trump’s
sweeping tariffs imposed un-
der the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), citing overreach of
executive authority. In a 6-3
ruling authored by Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts, the court
held that IEEPA does not
grant the president unilateral
power to levy tariffs, a re-
sponsibility reserved for
Congress under the |
Constitution. o
Roberts emphasized
the “major questions” %, =

doctrine, stating Vil

that matters
of vast eco-
nomic sig-

NEW DELHI

India on Friday joined the US-
led strategic alliance Pax Silica,
aimed at building resilient sup-
ply chains for critical minerals
and artificial intelligence (Al).
The pact was signed at the Al
Impact Summit in New Delhi.

Union Minister for Electron-
ics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw,
US Under Secretary of State
for Economic Affairs Jacob
Helberg, and US Ambassador
to India Sergio Gor attended the
ceremony. India’s decision
comes amid efforts by New
Delhi and Washington to final-
ise a proposed trade deal and
strengthen bilateral ties follow-
ing a period of strain. Gor de-
scribed India’s entry as a strate-

BENGALURU

Prime Minister of the Nether-
lands, Dick Schoof, on Friday
visited the Traffic Manage-
ment Centre (TMC) in Benga-
luru as part of his official tour
of the city, police said.
Schoof, who arrived on
Thursday, was hosted by the
Bengaluru Traffic Police at the
state-of-the-art facility. The vis-
it was attended by Karnataka
Director General and Inspector
General of Police M.A. Sal-
eem, Bengaluru City Police
Commissioner Seemant Kumar
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Singh, and Joint Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) Karthik Red-
dy, along with other senior of-
ficers.

nificance require explicit con-
gressional authorization. The
court noted that Trump’s
emergency-based tariffs af-
fected global trade, financial
markets, and strained rela-
tions with U.S. allies.
Trump’s administration had
used IEEPA to impose tariffs
on countries including China,
Canada, and Mexico, arguing
threats to U.S. national secu-
rity and trade imbalances jus-
tified the action. Estimates
suggest these tariffs generated
over $175 billion in reve-
nue, with projections over
the next decade reaching
~ trillions. The Supreme
Court’s decision may re-
quire refunds and
could unsettle
ongoing trade
agreements.

The dissenting justices—
Kavanaugh, Thomas, and Ali-
to—argued the president’s
actions were lawful, citing
historical precedent for using
tariffs as regulatory tools.

Democrats and industry
groups praised the ruling.
Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer called it a
“victory for American con-
sumers,” while Elizabeth
Warren warned that recouping
paid tariffs remains legally
unclear, benefiting large cor-
porations instead of citizens.

The ruling significantly
curtails the executive branch’s
unilateral economic powers,
limiting the use of emergency
declarations for tariff imposi-
tions and reinforcing Con-
gress’s authority over trade
and taxation.

From the Indla US trade
deal to Pax Silica to
defence cooperation, the
potential for our two
nations to work together
is truly limitless, Gor said.

gic move that would bolster
overall relations, highlighting
the country’s engineering talent
and growing critical mineral
processing capacity. He also in-

India joins US-led strategic alliance Pax Silica

dicated that the US could share
trusted Al technologies with
India under the framework.

Helberg characterised Pax
Silica as an initiative against
economic coercion and
over-concentrated supply
chains, in an apparent refer-
ence to China. “We say no to
weaponised dependency and
blackmail,” he said, stressing
that economic security is na-
tional security.

Dube’s reinvention
story: Technique
tweaks fuel fiery

comeback
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Tension in Bagalkot
after stone peltin§
near mosque; 8 held

BAGALKOT

Tension prevailed in
Bagalkot after a
stone-pelting incident near
a mosque in the Kila Oni
area of Navanagar,
prompting police to im-
pose prohibitory orders
and arrest eight people.
According to Superin-
tendent of Police Sid-
dharth Goyal, a procession
that began in the old town
around 3.30 pm on Thurs-
day was nearing comple-
tion when the incident oc-
curred at about 9.30 pm.
Two stones placed under a
shoe rack at the mosque
were disturbed, and one hit
a police officer. No serious
injuries were reported.
Police identified Tanzeer
as the prime accused, stat-
ing video footage shows
him pelting two stones.
“Only one person pelted
stones. No sticks or weap-
ons were used,” Goyal
clarified. Seven others
were arrested for allegedly
obstructing police person-
nel on duty. An FIR was

registered under relevant
sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanbhita, including
unlawful assembly, riot-
ing, attempt to murder, and
deterring a public servant
from duty.

Prohibitory orders under
Section 163 of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita are in
force from midnight of
February 19 to midnight of
February 24, banning
gatherings of more than
four people and restricting
weapons, public meetings,
and sit-ins without permis-
sion. Tension escalated
Friday morning when a
group staged a protest and
allegedly resorted to
stone-pelting. Police con-
ducted a mild lathi-charge
to disperse the crowd. In-
spector General of Police
Northern Range Chetan
Singh Rathore reviewed
the situation.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Narayanasa Bandage criti-
cised the Congress gov-
ernment and announced
plans for another proces-
sion.

CM Siddaramaiah
urges peace; BJP
blames Congress

Bengaluru: Sidda-
ramaiah on Friday
appealed for peace
after communal
clashes in Bagalkot
during a Shivaji
Jayanti procession
allegedly triggered

by stone pelting.
Tension gripped the
district headquarters,
prompting authorities
to impose prohibitory
orders, while shops
remained shut amid
unrest. Ina post on X,
Siddaramaiah con-
demned the incident
as a threat to social
harmony and said he
had directed senior
police officers to
conduct an impartial
probe. He ordered
strict legal action
against those respon-
sible, adding that
some accused have
been arrested and are
being questioned. En-
suring a fear-free and
peaceful environment
is the government’s
top priority, he said,
urging citizens to re-
main calm and not fall
prey to provocation.
He assured that police
would act impartially.

B'desh Resumes
Visa Services for
Indian Nationals
NEW DELHI

The High Commission of
Bangladesh in New Delhi has
lifted the partial suspension of
visa services for Indian na-
tionals that had been in effect
since December, according to
a report. The Bangladesh
Commission reopened its
consular operations on Friday
morning, for all visa catego-
ries, including tourist and
medical visas.

Restrictions were earlier
put to business and work vi-
sas. The move has come days
after the formation of a gov-
ernment in Bangladesh. Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) swept the recent polls,
bringing Taruique Rahman to
the office of the Prime Minis-
ter. As he assumed office,
Rahman underscored Dhaka’s
intent to mend relations with
New Delhi.

_ DUTCH PM QTHE
Netherlands PM Dick Schoof visits City Traffic Centre

BENGALURU
TRAFFIC POLICE

During the interaction, se-
nior officials presented a de-
tailed overview of innovative
initiatives and global best

practices adopted in traffic
regulation and enforcement.
The delegation was briefed on
advanced, technology-driven
systems aimed at enhancing
road safety, improving urban
mobility and ensuring effi-
cient law enforcement.
Officials showcased re-
al-time traffic monitoring
mechanisms, Al-enabled sur-
veillance tools, adaptive traffic
signal control systems and inte-
grated command-and-control
operations functioning at the
centre. Live demonstrations
highlighted how data analytics

and smart technologies are be-
ing used to manage congestion,
detect violations and respond
swiftly to emergencies.
According to a police state-
ment, the visit underscored
Bengaluru’s emphasis on
adopting smart mobility solu-
tions and strengthening road
safety measures in one of In-
dia’s fastest-growing metro-
politan cities. The Nether-
lands delegation expressed
interest in understanding how
technology is being leveraged
to tackle urban traffic chal-
lenges, officials added.

Rahul appears in Sultanpur
court in defamatlon case

SULTANPUR

Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
appeared before an MP/MLA
court here on Friday in con-
nection with a criminal defa-
mation case linked to his al-
leged remarks against Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
during the 2018 Karnataka
Assembly election campaign.

Gandbhi recorded his state-
ment before the judge, com-
plying with earlier directions
of the court which had grant-
ed him a final opportunity to
appear in person. The next
hearing in the matter has been
scheduled for March 9.

The case was filed by BJP
leader Vijay Mishra, who al-
leged that Gandhi made ob-
jectionable and defamatory
statements against Shah at an
election rally in Bengaluru in
2018. The complainant con-
tended that the remarks
harmed the reputation of the
senior BJP leader.

During the proceedings,

Gandhi’s counsel argued that
the allegations were false and
politically motivated, assert-
ing that the case had been ini-
tiated with malafide intent.

After attending court,
Gandhi met Ramchet, a cob-
bler whose father had died of
cancer a few months ago.
Gandhi had earlier visited his
shop and even stitched shoes
there during a previous visit.
He later provided the cobbler
with a stitching machine to
support his livelihood.

A large number of Congress
workers gathered outside the
courtroom during Gandhi’s
appearance, raising slogans in
support of the party leader.

Three-year-old girl raped, strangled
to death, neighbour arrested

GURUGRAM

A three-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped and strangled to
death in Sector 37 by her
neighbour, who lured the tod-
dler away from her home at a
village located nearby, offi-
cials said on Friday. Police
have arrested the accused,
who confessed to the crime
they said. On Thursday night,
police received a complaint
that a minor girl was missing
in Mohammadpur Jharsa vil-

lage, with the family alleging
that a man living in the neigh-
bourhood lured her away.
Police arrested the accused, a
native of Bihar who worked as a
scrap collector in Gurugram,
within an hour of filing an FIR at
the Sector 37 police station, the
officials said. “During interroga-
tion, the accused disclosed that
late on Thursday evening, he
lured the minor girl to a secluded
place in Sector 37, where he first
raped her and then strangled her
to death to wipe out evidence.
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Man Arrested for Public

Drinking near Temple

Udupi
Byndoor police have tak-
eninto custody a
59-year-old man for
drinking alcohol in a pub-
lic area near the Salimak-
ki Koragajja temple in Bi-
joor village. While on pa-
trol duty, Sub-Inspector
Naveen Borakar of Byn-
door police station re-
ceived a tip-off that a
person was consuming
liguor in a public spot
along the road leading to
the Salimakki Koragajja
temple. Acting on the in-
formation, the officer
conducted a raid at the
location and arrested
Manju Devadiga (59) on
the spot. A case has been
registered against the ac-
cused in connection with
the offence.

Lone Tusker

Continues Crop Raids

Shivamogga
The persistent problem of
wild elephant intrusions
has continued in Puradalu
village of the taluk, with a
lone tusker once again
causing destruction to
farmers’ crops. On Thurs-
day, February 19, the ele-
phant made an appear-
ance near Beelooru vil-
lage, which lies close to
Puradalu. The animal
forcefully entered a farm-
er’s garden in the Beeloo-
ru area, trampling and ru-
ining areca nut and coco-
nut trees. A local resident
captured video footage
on a mobile phone show-
ing the tusker actively
damaging the plantations
before eventually moving
back toward the forest.
With the elephant ventur-
ing so near the village
boundary, panic has
gripped the local commu-
nity. Villagers are now
moving around in a con-
stant state of anxiety due
to the repeated proximity
of the wild elephant.

Labourer Killed
as Tractor Overturns
into Ditch

Madikeri
A tragic accident claimed
the life of a daily-wage la-
bourer when a tractor he
tried to operate flipped
over and fell into a pit.
The deceased has been
identified as Praveen
(35), aresident of
Bagalkot. According to
preliminary information,
the regular driver was ab-
sent at the time. Praveen
reportedly took it upon
himself to drive the trac-
tor. While attempting to
manoeuvre it, he lost con-
trol, causing the vehicle to
veer off the path and
overturn into a nearby
ditch. The labourer was
trapped and died instant-
ly at the scene due to the
impact. Siddapur police
reached the spot, con-
ducted an inspection, and
registered a case in con-
nection with the fatal
mishap.

Police Produce Surrendered
Naxalitein Court Over 2012 Case

Accused in a 2012 incident of pasting Naxal-related pamphlets in Kuthluru
village, Mahesh alias Jayanna alias John (49) was brought from a Kerala jail to
Belthangady court on Thursday for further proceedings

BELTHANGADY

Kerala police escorted Ma-
hesh, also known as Jayanna
alias John (49), from a prison
in Kerala to the Belthangady
court on Thursday in connec-
tion with allegations of past-
ing Naxal-linked pamphlets in
Kuthluru village of the taluk.

After appearing before the
magistrate, he was taken back
to custody. The case dates to
2012, when pamphlets were
allegedly affixed in the court-
yard of Lingappa Malekudi’s

house in Kuthluru under the
Venur police station limits.
The accused now faces this
charge following a court order
for reinvestigation of the mat-
ter, which prompted his pro-
duction before the Belthan-
gady judicial authorities.
Some time ago, Mahesh
had surrendered alongside
other Karnataka Naxal leaders
in the presence of the state
Chief Minister. He has been
lodged in Thrissur Central Jail
in Kerala for the past six

months.

Woman Dies of Heart Attack
While Cutting Grass for Cattle

PUTTUR

A 45-year-old woman suf-
fered a fatal heart attack on
the evening of February 18
while she had gone to cut
grass for her livestock in a
garden near Darbettadka
Government School in the
region.

The deceased has been
identified as Navya, wife of
Shubhakar Naik, who serves
as the president of the School
Development and Monitoring
Committee (SDMC) at Dar-
bettadka Government School.

On the afternoon of Febru-
ary 18, her husband dropped
her near the school premises
in his autorickshaw before
leaving for his hired work.
Navya then proceeded to the
garden attached to the school
compound to gather fodder.

As she did not return home
even after a considerable
time, her two daughters who
were at home set out to
search for their mother
around the school area. Fail-
ing to locate her, they re-
turned home.

When they continued to
wait anxiously and began
crying, some young men
playing in the nearby ground
noticed them and inquired
about the reason. Upon hear-
ing the situation, they joined
the search and eventually
discovered Navya lying un-
conscious in the garden.

Local youths immediately
carried her to Puttur Govern-
ment Hospital, but by the
time she reached the facility,
she had already passed away.
Navya leaves behind her hus-
band and three daughters.

Trivial Dispute Turns Violent;
Youth Attacked with Cricket Bat

BRAHMAVAR

A trivial argument related to
playing on the school play-
ground escalated into a brutal
assault and life threat in Karje
area of Hosur village under
Brahmavar taluk.

The victim, Jeevan Shetty,
a resident of Haluvalli, had
been playing as usual on the
ground of Karje Higher Pri-
mary School in Hosur village.
While he was leaving the
field in the evening, the ac-
cused Ramesh Shetty ap-
proached him, stopped him,
and accused him of causing
constant disturbance during
games.

Without further provoca-
tion, Ramesh allegedly struck

Jeevan forcefully on the left
shoulder with the cricket bat
he was holding.

When Jeevan fell onto the
road due to the blow, the ac-
cused hit him again on the
back with the same bat. Ra-
mesh then raised the bat once
more, threatening to chop off
Jeevan’s hand while shouting
that he would sever it. As Je-
evan screamed in fear, the
accused hurled filthy abuses
at him and warned that he
would not spare his life in
the future. A case has been
registered at Brahmavar po-
lice station vide Crime No.
35/2026 under Sections
118(1), 126(2), 352, and
351(2)(3) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Thief Steals 83,800 from
Scooter Seat Storage

BRAHMAVAR

A theft occurred in the vicini-
ty of the Ayyappa Swamy
temple in Handadi village un-
der Brahmavar police station
limits, where a miscreant
opened the seat of a stationary
scooter and removed 83,800
in cash. The incident took
place on the night of February
13, 2026, sometime between
7:15 pm and 8:30 pm. The
scooter had been parked di-
rectly in front of the Brahma-
var Ayyappa Swamy temple.

The culprit forced open the
seat, accessed the storage
compartment beneath it, took
a bag kept inside, and fled
with the entire cash amount of
383,800.

The owner of the bag,
Satish Maindan, a resident of
Barkur Kachchur, lodged a
complaint at Brahmavar po-
lice station. A case has been
registered under Crime No.
34/2026 for the offence pun-
ishable under Section 303(2)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS).

Two Arrested for Calf Theft
Intended for Slaughterhouse Sale

UDUPI

Hiriyadka police have appre-
hended two individuals ac-
cused of stealing a calf from a
paddy field in Perdoor village
and trying to sell it to a
slaughterhouse. The incident
occurred around 10:30 pm on
the night of February 17.
The accused, Raghavendra
(36) and Sudhindra Shetty
alias Babu (36), allegedly
lifted the calf that was in the
field opposite Perdoor tem-
ple. Their intention was to
sell the animal to a butcher,
and they attempted to load it

into an autorickshaw for
transport.

A case has been registered
at Hiriyadka police station.
Acting on the directions of
Udupi Sub-Divisional Police
Superintendent Belliappa
K.U. and under the guidance
of Brahmavar Circle Inspec-
tor Gopikrishna, a swift oper-
ation led to the arrest of both
suspects.

Police seized the autorick-
shaw used in the crime. The
arrested men were produced
before the court, which re-
manded them to 15 days of
judicial custody.

Wife Ends Life Within a Week of Husband'’s
Suicide; Note Blames Policeman

SHIVAMOGGA

sent her messages on Facebook, which she had

In a tragic turn of events, a woman took her
own life by hanging just days after her hus-
band’s suicide, with her final message directly
blaming a police constable for her despair. The
incident occurred in New Siddapura area of

Bhadravati city.

The deceased is Swati, originally from Go-
nibeedu village in Bhadravati taluk. She and
her husband Jagadish had two daughters.

Swati’s husband Jagadish, who worked as a
daily-wage employee in Shivamogga, had end-
ed his life by suicide on February 14 due to
alcohol addiction and disillusionment with life.
He hanged himself at their home in New Sid-
dapura, and a case was registered at Bhadrava-
ti New Town police station in that connection.

In her suicide note and a message sent to her
mother, Swati wrote that her husband had con-
sumed alcohol heavily and died by suicide af-
ter being frightened. However, she alleged that
a policeman had been spreading malicious
rumours about her among people.

She further stated that the policeman had

unpunished.

blocked, and in anger over that, he allegedly
continued to speak ill of her to others. She
urged her mother not to leave the policeman

Swati’s body has been shifted to Bhadravati
taluk hospital for post-mortem. A case has

been registered at Bhadravati New Town po-

lice station regarding her death.

Elders and Experts Urge Schools to
Embed Agrarlan Heritage in Classrooms

KARKALA

A unique gathering held on
Friday in Muniyalu village,
Karkala taluk, Udupi district,
brought farmers, scholars, and
custodians of cultural heritage
together under the banner of
“Krishi Mandala.” Organized
by paddy-processing innova-
tor Dr. G. Ramakrishna
Achar, the event explored
how deeply agriculture inter-
twines with folklore, local
customs, and ritualistic per-
formances.

Padma Shri awardee Sa-
tyanarayana Beleri, who for-
mally opened the discussion
series, pressed for mandatory
inclusion of farm-related
learning in school syllabi. He
explained that Indian agricul-
ture has long developed hand-
in-hand with regional rituals
and community practices, cre-
ating environmentally sound
methods passed down through
generations.

By exposing children early
to these cultural layers along-
side hands-on farming experi-
ence, he argued, society can
foster genuine appreciation
for the land and present agri-
culture as an appealing liveli-
hood option. He emphasized
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that grandparents, teachers,
and families need to unite be-
hind this effort.

Academic Narendra Rai
Derla highlighted the protec-
tive role that cultural and reli-
gious observances have his-
torically played in safeguard-
ing farmland and rural com-
munities. He pointed out that
seasonal ceremonies and
shared traditions have helped
maintain ecological harmony
and strengthened village
bonds, urging wider recogni-
tion of agriculture’s broader
societal importance beyond
mere production.

Niranjan Polya, heading
‘Grama Janya’ in Puttur, fo-
cused on harmonizing inher-
ited knowledge with contem-
porary tools. He noted that
mechanization and automa-

tion can now address per-
sistent labour shortages while
lifting yields and income.
Among practical sugges-
tions, he proposed turning
farm waste into biomass and
organic fertilizers, pursuing
processing and value addition,
adopting flexible crop rota-
tions, practicing intercrop-
ping, and integrating beekeep-
ing—all measures capable of
building financial stability
and withstanding environ-
mental pressures.
Progressive cultivator
Praveen Keshav described an
ongoing transition in agricul-
ture: away from purely tradi-
tional know-how toward sys-
tems driven by innovation,
precise management, and on-
going adaptation. He stressed
that effective pest control and

Ata ploneermg
conference in Udupi’s
Muniyalu village,
Padma Shri recipient
Satyanarayana Beleri
and fellow speakers
advocated weaving
India’s rich farming
traditions into school
education to nurture
respect for the soil and
attract young minds
toward agriculture as a
respected career

climate resilience now de-
mand methodical planning,
reliance on reliable data, and
commitment to continuous
skill-building.

Participants reached a
shared conclusion that dura-
ble agriculture depends on
thoughtfully combining cul-
tural awareness, scientific
methods, and appropriate
technology. They collectively
appealed for well-designed
school programs in farming
that honour longstanding cus-
toms while embracing for-
ward-looking solutions, en-
suring the sector remains via-
ble for coming generations.

Two separate
acts of honesty;
Lost Possessions
Recovered

KOLLUR

Displaying remarkable hones-
ty, two individuals separately
returned lost belongings con-
taining significant value to the
Kollur police station in recent
days. In the first case, an
anonymous tourist who
wished to remain unnamed
arrived at the station and
handed over a bag containing
gold jewellery valued at ap-
proximately %5 lakh along
with around %15,000 in cash
that had been found by them.

In the second incident,
Sharath, a driver of a Ko-
dachadri jeep, returned a bag
that belonged to the wife of
Abhishek, a staff member at
Kollur police station. The bag
contained roughly %3,000 in
cash and an iPhone mobile
phone. Police have success-
fully handed over both sets of
recovered items to their right-
ful owners. Udupi district po-
lice have publicly commend-
ed the tourist for the first act
and the jeep driver Sharath
for the second, praising their
integrity and public-spirited
behaviour.

New Honor Launched to Celebrate
Farmers’ Lifelong Dedication

KARKALA

In Muniyalu village of Karka-
la taluk, Udupi district, the
very first ‘Raitha Peeta’
award ceremony took place,
marking a deliberate step to
give farmers the formal ap-
preciation they deserve for
feeding the nation.

Dr. Ramakrishna Achar,
who spearheaded the initia-
tive, pointed out that no
prominent national-level hon-
or exists solely to acknowl-
edge the tireless work and
sacrifices of those in agricul-
ture. He likened the new
award to the revered Jnanpith
Award, explaining that
‘Raitha Peeta’ aims to recog-
nize exceptional, sustained
achievements and devotion
within the farming communi-
ty in the same elevated man-
ner.

B K Devaraya from Mitta-
bagilu received this pioneer-
ing accolade for his remark-
able commitment to safe-
guarding indigenous paddy
varieties. Starting with just 40
types, he embraced fully or-
ganic methods and has since
preserved and grown his col-
lection to more than 240 dis-

R 120 mabs =
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The inaugural ‘Raitha Peeta’ award, created to fill a
longstanding gap in national recognition for farmers,
was bestowed in Udupi district on a dedicated con-
servator of traditional paddy strains, highlighting the
urgency of valuing agrarian contributions

tinct strains, making a vital
impact on regional biodiver-
sity and eco-friendly cultiva-
tion.

Devaraya shared that con-
serving these heirloom seeds
remains essential, especially
as uniform hybrid and sin-
gle-crop systems spread more
widely.

Event organizers described
his efforts as an inspiring ex-
ample of how individuals can
protect native genetic resourc-
es amid modern agricultural
shifts toward uniformity.

The occasion drew educa-
tionist Dr. Mohan Alva along

with spiritual leaders, includ-
ing representatives from Sid-
dagiri Mutt and Duradundish-
wara Mutt.

Those present emphasized
the broader importance of
motivating farmers toward
environmentally sound meth-
ods while actively preserving
time-tested local knowledge.

Looking ahead, the award’s
creators expressed optimism
that ‘Raitha Peeta’ will grow
into a respected nationwide
tribute, spotlighting farmers
whose innovations and stew-
ardship advance both agricul-
ture and village prosperity.

Senior Citizen Succumbs to Injuries from Bus-Bike Collision

BELTHANGADY

A 72-year-old bike rider who
suffered severe injuries in a
collision involving a bus and
his two-wheeler at the Panga-
la curve near Dharmasthala
breathed his last at a Mangal-
uru hospital on Thursday
morning after medical efforts
proved unsuccessful.

The deceased has been

identified as Kariyappa Gow-
da, a resident of Pangala in
Dharmasthala village. On the
evening of February 17, while
riding his motorcycle from
Ujire towards Dharmasthala,
he was shifting the vehicle to
the right side of the road at
the Pangala turn when a
speeding bus struck the bike
from behind.

The impact dragged the

motorcycle further to the ex-
treme right side of the road,
and in the same sequence the
bus also collided with an on-
coming car travelling from
Dharmasthala to Ujire.
Kariyappa sustained grave
injuries in the crash. He first
received emergency care at
Ujire hospital before being
shifted to a Mangaluru facility
for advanced treatment. De-

spite continued medical atten-
tion, he succumbed to his in-
juries on Thursday morning.

Kariyappa Gowda was a
well-known figure in the area,
actively involved with the
Congress party. He served as
a director of the Dharmastha-
la Milk Producers Coopera-
tive Society and was widely
recognised in the community
as a traditional doctor.
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Z7Lakh Sanctioned
from CM Relief Fund
for Medical Aid

Puttur
Puttur taluk resident Ra-
manna Moolya Bedral has
been granted 22 lakh, while
Shobha Ankattadka has
received %5 lakh from the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
to support their medical
treatment expenses. The
total assistance approved
amounts to 27 lakh. The
sanction came on the rec-
ommendation put forward
by Puttur MLA Ashok Rai,
who had forwarded the
applications seeking help
for the patients’ ongoing
healthcare needs.

Stray Dog Attacks
5-Year-Old Girl En
Route to Anganwadi

Bantwal
A five-year-old girl walking
alone to the nearby angan-
wadi centre became the
victim of a vicious stray
dog attack in Bolanthooru
village of the taluk on
Thursday. The injured child
has been identified as Rijila
Saramma, daughter of Ri-
yaz from Bolanthooru. The
anganwadi facility is locat-
ed very close to the family
home, and as on previous
days, the little girl was pro-
ceeding along the roadside
by herself on Thursday
morning when the dog
suddenly pounced on her.
Hearing the child’s
screams, residents from
surrounding houses rushed
to the spot and managed
to rescue her from the ani-
mal. The girl suffered mul-
tiple bite wounds all over
her body, including on her
face. She was rushed to
Wenlock Hospital in Man-
galuru for urgent medical
treatment. The incident
comes just three days after
another stray dog attack in
the taluk, where the animal
targeted a young man who
was taking an electricity
meter reading.

' Ashok Rai pushes for fast-track
Puttur flyover completion

Local MLA has instructed officials to accelerate work on the Puttur-Uppinangady
grade separator and ensure full completion well ahead of the rainy season

PUTTUR

The Congress MLA of Put-
tur, Ashok Rai has called for
finishing the Puttur—Up-
pinangady flyover project on
a priority and war-footing
basis. Following his directive
issued during a recent review,
the construction activity has
already picked up consider-
able pace starting Friday.
The legislator stressed that
contractors and the con-
cerned department must wrap

up the entire work before the
onset of the next monsoon.
He specifically highlighted
the need to promptly build
retaining walls and drainage
channels wherever required
across the project stretch.
Pointing out that no one
can accurately predict when
heavy rains might arrive,
Ashok Rai urged the author-
ities to treat the timeline with
utmost urgency and complete
every pending component
without further delay.

POCSO Case
Registered After
Minor Girl Found
Pregnant During
Hospital Visit

SULLIA

A minor girl employed for
garden work at a house in
Ivurnadu village has been
found pregnant, prompting
the registration of a POCSO
case against a youth.

The girl and a young man,
both originally from
Jharkhand, had arrived to-
gether at the residence in
Ivurnadu for agricultural la-
bour and were staying there.

Recently, the girl developed
a fever and was brought to
Sullia Government Hospital
for medical attention. During
examination, doctors deter-
mined that she was pregnant
and immediately informed the
police about the matter.

As the girl is a minor, Bel-
lare Police Station registered
a case under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Act. The youth
involved has been arrested
and produced before the
court, which remanded him to
judicial custody.

Luxury Cruise MS Island Sky Docks at
New Mangalore Port with 95 Passengers

MANGALURU

The New Mangalore Port
welcomed its second luxury
cruise ship of the ongoing
season when MS Island Sky
berthed on Thursday. The ves-
sel, arriving from Mormugao,
carried 95 passengers along
with 70 crew members.
Representatives of the New
Mangalore Port Authority ex-
tended a customary warm
welcome to everyone at the
cruise terminal. Visitors were
particularly drawn to the med-

The second luxury
vessel of the cur-
rent season arrived

from Mormugao - 2 s S
It ({"“".'l'h L \— { '*:h“%.’,

on Thursday,
greeted tradition-
ally at the cruise -
l terminal before
tourists explored
key city attractlons —
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itation centre established by
the Ayush Ministry and the
selfie stand showcasing Yak-
shagana art forms set up by
the Tourism Ministry.

Following the reception, the
tourists proceeded to visit
prominent landmarks in and
around Mangaluru. Their itin-
erary included the Kudroli
Gokarnanatheshwara Temple,
St. Aloysius Chapel, various
local markets, and the well-
known Karkala cashew facto-
ry among other notable sites
in the region.
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Kerala Trio Arrested with 53.58 Grams
of MDMA Worth Over ?5 38 Lakh

PUTTUR

Puttur rural police have suc-
cessfully apprehended three
interstate accused persons
who were illegally transport-
ing MDMA narcotic sub-
stance from the Puttur side
towards Sullia.

Acting on precise intelli-
gence, officers halted and
searched a vehicle, discover-
ing that the suspects were car-
rying a sword as a weapon
while attempting to sell ap-
proximately 53.58 grams of
prohibited MDMA valued at
around %5,38,800.

The arrested individuals
have been identified as Mu-
hammad Ajmal C (30), Ismail
(28), and Sansheer (27), all
hailing from Kozhikode dis-
trict in Kerala.

From their possession, po-
lice confiscated the car used
in the operation, the lethal

weapon, mobile phones, and
cash amounting to X10,000.
A case has been regis-
tered against them at Puttur
Rural Police Station under
Crime No. 25/2026 for of-
fences under Sections 8C,
22(C), and 29 of the NDPS
Act, 1985, along with Sec-
tion 25(1B)(B) of the Arms
Act. The accused are cur-
rently in custody as investi-
gation proceeds.
Investigations reveal that
the trio were supplying the
narcotic drug across Kerala,
Goa, and Karnataka states.
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Cases related to drug traffick-
ing have already been regis-
tered against them in Kozhi-
kode, Kannur, and Wayanad
districts of Kerala, prompting
them to go into hiding.

Notably, Muhammad Ajmal
C, also known as Ajju, was
previously an accused in
Crime No. 04/2026 registered
at Puttur Rural Police Station
under Sections 8C and 21(b)
of the NDPS Act, 1985. His
associate Ismail also faces a
pending drug transportation
case in Kozhikode district of
Kerala.

Bus Workers Union
Condemns Assault on Bus
Staff by College Students

MANGALURU

Mangaluru witnessed a de-
plorable incident on Thursday
morning, February 19, 2026,
when college students al-
legedly assaulted the staff of
a Bhavani bus traveling from
B.C. Road towards Vaman-
joor—Mudipu route.

The Rani Abbakka Private
Bus Employees Union has de-
scribed the episode as highly
condemnable and deeply re-
grettable, voicing strong an-
ger through an official state-
ment.

“Attacking public transport
workers while they carry out
their responsibilities amounts
to an unlawful act that dis-
rupts societal peace and disci-
pline,” the Union stated while
vehemently denouncing this
particular occurrence.

The Union has appealed to
the relevant police authorities
to register a case without de-

The union has
expressed deep
outrage over Thursday
morning's attack on
duty-performing bus
operators and
demanded immediate
police action against
the perpetrators

lay, conduct a thorough inves-
tigation, identify the accused
individuals, and initiate strict
legal proceedings against
them.

“Safeguarding the security
and dignity of private bus em-
ployees remains the duty of
both the administration and
society at large,” members
said. The Union insists on the
implementation of necessary
legal provisions and disci-
plinary steps to prevent any
recurrence of such incidents
in the future.

Leopard Sighting near Residential
Home Sparks Fear Among Locals

MANGALURU

A leopard made an appear-
ance near a residence in Shak-
tinagar, an outlying area of
Mangaluru city, causing wide-
spread concern among the
neighbourhood’s inhabitants.

The big cat was spotted in
the vicinity of the house be-
longing to Evelyn D’Silva in
the Cordel area of Shakti-
nagar. The leopard was caught
on CCTV on 17 February for
just a few seconds.

This locality features sever-
al homes and a large number
of children, which has inten-
sified the sense of alarm

among people living there.

Locals are pressing the For-
est Department to step in im-
mediately and take appropri-
ate action before any unfortu-
nate incident can occur.

DC Dlrects Transparent
Conduct of IT PUC Exams

KARWAR

Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmipriya directed offi-
cials to ensure the II PUC ex-
aminations are conducted
transparently and systemati-
cally across the district.
Chairing a preparatory meet-
ing at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, she empha-
sized strict adherence to rules
and accountability.

The examinations will be
held from February 28 to
March 17 at 35 centers, with
14,484 students appearing,
including 5,939 boys and
8,545 girls. Chief Superinten-
dents will be fully responsible
for smooth conduct, with spe-
cial vigilance at sensitive cen-
ters. Proper seating arrange-
ments and preventive mea-
sures against malpractice
were mandated.

Lakshmipriya warned stu-

dents and parents against be-
lieving rumors about question
paper leaks on social media,
stating strict action would be
taken against offenders. Ques-
tion papers and answer scripts
will be transported under po-
lice security in GPS-enabled
vehicles, and all centers will
have adequate police protec-
tion.

Exams will be monitored
through CCTV and webcast-
ing. Electronic devices are
banned inside halls, and staff
cannot use mobile phones.
Basic facilities, including
drinking water, must be en-
sured. MESCOM, KSRTC,
and the Health Department
were directed to provide unin-
terrupted power, transport,
and medical support.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sajid Mulla and
Deputy Director Satish Naik
attended the meeting.

Boy injured in firecracker
explosion while playmg cricket

BELTHANGADY

A young boy sustained inju-
ries when an explosive object
detonated in Bandaru village
near here, though he luckily
escaped life-threatening
harm. The mishap took place
on the evening of February 18
within the jurisdiction of
Dharmasthala Police Station
in Bandaru gram panchayat
area of Belthangady taluk.

The victim, Abhish
(11), son of Mukunda
and Jayashree of Banda-
ru village, suffered only
light wounds in the inci-
dent.

While playing in the house
courtyard, two boys spotted a
ball-like object lying around,
picked it up, and began using
it to play cricket. One child
bowled the object, and when

the other struck it
with the bat, the ex-
plosive inside went
off with force.
Abhish received inju-

ries to his leg from the
blast’s impact.

The injured boy was imme-
diately rushed to the Govern-
ment Hospital in Belthangady
for medical treatment.

MLA Leads Bhoomi Pooja
for 40 Lakh Road Upgrade

MANGALURU

The much-awaited road de-
velopment work in Bollagud-
de, falling under the 50th
Alape South Ward of Manga-
luru City Corporation limits,
is set to begin with 340 lakh
from a special allocation.
MLA Vedavyasa Kamath per-
formed the Bhoomi Pooja to
mark the ceremonial start of
the project.

Speaking on the occasion,
the legislator explained that
the sanction for this road im-
provement had originally
been secured during the pre-
vious BJP government, fol-
lowing persistent requests
from former corporator
Shobha Poojary and former
mandal president Vijayaku-
mar Shetty.

However, the succeeding

Congress administration had
allegedly stalled the release of
funds. Through continuous
follow-ups and meetings with
the Minister for Public Works,
the project has now been re-
vived and taken up afresh.

MLA Kamath pointed out
that the present state govern-
ment is not providing any de-
velopment grants, resulting in
several pending works being
held up. He assured that ap-
propriate steps would be pur-
sued in the coming days to
address these broader issues
as well.

Online System for COI Licences in the
Pipeline; DC Promises Resolution Soon

MANGALURU

Dakshina Kannada Deputy
Commissioner Darshan H.V.
stated that an online mechanism
is being developed to handle
applications for COI (crop in-
surance) licences, with the aim
of clearing them within one-
and-a-half months going for-
ward. He made the announce-
ment while chairing a farmers’
meeting held in his office con-
ference hall. Responding to
farmers’ complaints about
months-long waits for COI li-
cences, the DC acknowledged
that delays have persisted for
the past six months. To address
this, the administration is intro-
ducing an online system.
Login credentials will be
provided to the relevant As-
sistant Commissioners or
Tahsildars through the district
SP and Forest Department of-

Addressing farmers’
grievances over pro-
longed delays in issuing
crop insurance licences,
Dakshina Kannada Deputy
Commissioner Darshan H.V.
announced an upcoming
online application process
to cut processing time
significantly

ficials. The new arrangement
is expected to roll out within
the next two weeks, after
which processing duration
should drop to about one-and-
a-half months. Pending older
cases may still require their
own timelines, he clarified.
District SP Dr. Arun K. ex-
plained the caution exercised
in granting licences. He noted
that incidents of armed at-
tacks, murders, and threats
using licensed firearms have

occurred in Sullia and Kadaba
taluks, alongside wildlife
poaching cases. This has ne-
cessitated thorough verifica-
tion before approvals. On the
issue of the Padubidri—Kasara-
god 440 kV power line corri-
dor, the DC invited farmers to
bring forward any cases where
transmission towers are being
erected without compensation.
He assured that the district ad-
ministration is ready to resolve
such matters. While compensa-
tion amounts have already been
enhanced, he said the adminis-
tration is open to addressing
any other grievances beyond
the demand for higher payouts.

Current norms already pro-
vide relief for crop damage
caused during project imple-
mentation, and efforts are un-
derway to secure even greater
compensation where farmers
have requested it.

MIR Net Zero Summit Inaugurated to
Advance Carbon-Neutral City Vision

MANGALURU

The MIR Net Zero Summit
was officially launched at the
TMA Pai Convention Centre,
marking a significant step to-
ward realizing India’s goal of
developing carbon-neutral
cities in the future.
Dignitaries present at the
inauguration included Abhay
Bhakre, Director General of
the Bureau of Energy Effi-
ciency (BEE), T.D. Rajegow-
da, MLA from Sringeri, Raf-
faele Marrazzo, CEO of MIR
Group and Honorary Consul
General of Italy in Bengaluru,
Captain Brijesh Chowta,

Gokuldas Nayak, Prof. B.
Ravi, Director of NITK Su-
rathkal, Suryanarayana, CEO
of MSEZ, and several other
prominent figures.

The summit brought togeth-
er delegates from India and
Italy, along with architects,

urban planners, representa-
tives from financial institu-
tions, and industrialists. Par-
ticipants engaged in in-depth
discussions on strategies for
carbon-neutral cities and the
development of sustainable
infrastructure.

DK Milk Union hikes incentive by Z1/litre

MANGALURU

The Dakshina Kannada Coop-
erative Milk Producers’ Union
has resolved to extend an ad-
ditional incentive of X1 per
litre to member farmers affil-
iated with its cooperative so-
cieties. This enhanced support
will take effect from February
21 and continue through May
31.

Under the decision, the
union expects to disburse ap-
proximately 4.1 lakh extra
per day during this period,
translating to a total special
incentive payout of around
%4 crore to farmers over the
entire duration.

The union has clarified that
with the addition of this X1,
the revised rate for quality
milk will reach 341.76 per

litre. This comprises the cur-
rent union incentive of 31.50
per litre plus the new X1,
bringing the overall payment
to ¥41.76 per litre from the
previous effective rate of
%40.76.

The special incentive mea-
sure aims to assist dairy
farmers grappling with acute
shortages of green fodder and
dry fodder in the region.
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Cultura
evening at

Basavanagudi

BENGALURU
The Param Foundation
will host a cultural pro-
gramme titled “Param
Vihara” under the ban-
ner of Param Culture on
February 22 at 6 pm.
The event will take
place at Abalashrama
on DVG Road in Basava-
nagudi. Aimed at en-
couraging young talent,
the evening will open
with a Sugama Sangeet
recital by vocalist S.
Skandesh, accompa-
nied by keyboardist Jay-
awardhana and tabla
player Rohit Kulkarni.
The programme will
then feature an engag-
ing Kathak dance per-
formance. Organised in
collaboration with
Prakriti, the two-hour
event is open to all,
with free admission
for art lovers.

f .' :
SCL technology
workshop from

February 23

BENGALURU
A five-day workshop on
“ASIT Design Flow Using
SCL Technology” will be
held at the Cambridge
Institute of Technology
from February 23 to
strengthen the semi-
conductor design eco-
system. Organised un-
der the Chips to Start-
up initiative, the pro-
gramme will bring to-
gether industry experts,
instructors and students
for hands-on training in
chip design processes.
The workshop aims to
contribute to the larger
national goal of training
85,000 engineers in
semiconductor and chip
design, according
to arelease.

Government lifts price cap on library books

Under the new policy, reader-demand procurement has been increased from 10% to 40%

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The State government has
overhauled Karnataka’s pub-
lic library book procurement
system, lifting long-standing
price caps and significantly
expanding reader-driven pur-
chases to allow libraries to
stock bestsellers, competitive
exam guides and other
high-demand titles.

In a recent order, the De-
partment of Public Libraries
removed strict limits on book
prices, dimensions and remu-
neration per page that had
governed acquisitions for

nearly two decades. Earlier,
only 10% of books in city and
district libraries could be pur-
chased based on reader de-
mand, and even those had to
adhere to rigid pricing and
specification norms. Titles
that failed to meet these crite-
ria were often excluded from
consideration by state and dis-
trict-level committees.

Under the new policy, read-
er-demand procurement has
been increased from 10% to
40%. Libraries can now ac-
quire the latest editions of
bestsellers and competitive
exam books regardless of

cost, marking what officials
described as a “historic shift”

in the system.

The need for reform was
evident in the 2022 procure-
ment cycle currently under-
way. Not a single book was
selected in the competitive
exam and textbook categories.
Of the 3,965 books procured,
3,005 were literature titles,
while funds earmarked for
other segments remained un-
used and were eventually di-
verted to literature purchases.

With the revised guidelines,
works by prominent authors
such as Banu Mushtaq and S.
L. Bhyrappa, which previous-
ly fell outside price limits, can

now find space on library
shelves. Officials said this
would help balance collec-
tions and better reflect reader
interests.

H. Basavarajendra, Com-
missioner of the Department
of Public Libraries, said read-
ers can submit requests direct-
ly to chief librarians, and dis-
trict-level committees — soon
to be reconstituted with aca-
demics and representatives
from book-reading clubs —
will vet and approve lists. Re-
quested books are expected to
reach shelves within a month.

“This is bound to infuse

more life into government li-
braries and strengthen reading
habits,” Basavarajendra said,
adding that the impact would
be visible over the next five
years.

Jayanna, Bengaluru District
Secretary of the All India
Democratic Youth Organisa-
tion, welcomed the move,
noting that access to expen-
sive, high-demand books
would benefit students who
might otherwise lack expo-
sure to them. He also called
for expanding libraries to the
hobli level to further encour-
age reading.

Water Board Chairman elected as India’s
sole representative to global body SWAN

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Dr Ram Prasat Manohar,
Chairman of the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB), has been
elected as India’s sole repre-
sentative to the 5th Senior
Utility Advisory Committee
of the Smart Water Networks
Forum (SWAN), a leading
global organisation in the
smart water sector.

Dr Manohar is the only Indi-
an water utility chief to be se-
lected to the prestigious global
panel, which includes experts
from Australia, Canada, Portu-
gal, Brazil and the United
States. The committee mem-
bers, chosen for their extensive
contributions to the water in-
dustry, will work together to
identify global water challeng-
es, analyse regional trends and
set strategic research priorities.
They will also review SWAN’s
future plans and international

for Al-driven reforms at
city’s water utility.

initiatives.

The recognition comes in
the wake of BWSSB’s adop-
tion of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and data-driven technol-
ogies to improve water supply
and wastewater management
in Bengaluru. Under Dr
Manohar’s leadership, the
utility has implemented smart
monitoring systems, data an-
alytics platforms and technol-
ogy-enabled infrastructure

upgrades aimed at improving
operational efficiency and ser-
vice delivery.

Officials said these initia-
tives have helped position
Bengaluru as a model for ur-
ban water management inno-
vation, enabling India’s water
challenges and technological
responses to be represented
on a global platform.

Reacting to his selection,
Dr Manohar said the vision of
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister D.
K. Shivakumar had enabled
BWSSB to earn global recog-
nition. In line with the Deputy
Chief Minister’s concept of
“Brand Bengaluru,” the Board
has embraced world-class,
Al-powered technologies to
modernise the city’s water in-
frastructure, he said.

“I dedicate this milestone to
the tireless efforts of BWS-
SB’s technical team and staff
who implement these techno-

logical projects every day to
serve the citizens of Bengalu-
ru,” he added. Expressing ad-
miration for SWAN’s global
vision, Dr Manohar said he
looked forward to collaborat-
ing with international experts
to develop practical and scal-
able solutions to complex wa-
ter management challenges.
Other members of the 5th
Utility Advisory Committee
include representatives from
leading utilities such as Lou-
isville MSD (USA), Bus-
selton Water (Australia),
Aguas e Energia do Porto
(Portugal), Toronto Water
(Canada) and Sabesp (Brazil).

About SWAN

Founded in 2010, SWAN is a
non-profit global organisation
that promotes the adoption of
data-driven “smart” solutions
in the management of drinking
water, wastewater and storm-
water networks worldwide.

Woman held for stealing gold to clear boyfriend’s debt

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 35-year-old woman has
been arrested for allegedly
stealing 35 grams of gold
jewellery worth 3.4 lakh
from the apartment where she
worked, to help her boyfriend
repay a loan. The incident
was reported from Babusapa-
lya under the jurisdiction of
Hennur police station.

The accused, identified as
Pramila, is married and has two

children. Her alleged lover,
Sudhakar, who is also married
with two children, is currently
absconding. Police said the two
met while working at a garment
factory in Bommanahalli and
developed a relationship. Pra-
mila later quit her job and be-
gan working as a housekeeper
in a private apartment.
According to investigators,
during the Sankranti festival,
Sudhakar allegedly sought
220,000 from Pramila to clear

a debt. In response, she is said
to have stolen gold ornaments
from the residence of her em-
ployer. She subsequently sold
the jewellery at gold shops in
Bommanahalli and handed
over the money to him.

The theft came to light about
a month later when the home-
owner noticed the missing jew-
ellery and filed a complaint
with Hennur police. During
initial questioning, Pramila de-
nied any involvement. Howev-

er, sustained interrogation led
to her confession, police said.

Based on her statement, of-
ficers traced the transactions
to local gold shops and recov-
ered 35 grams of gold orna-
ments valued at 33.4 lakh.

A case has been registered,
and efforts are under way to
trace and apprehend Sudha-
kar. Police said further inves-
tigation is in progress to as-
certain if anyone else was in-
volved in the offence.

Woman falls for Valentine’s
Day gift from ‘Belgium
doctor’, loses 1.3 lakh

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Valentine’s Day promise
turned into an expensive
lesson for a 34-year-old di-
vorcee from Veeranapalya
in north Bengaluru, who
lost over 1.3 lakh in a gift
parcel scam allegedly or-
chestrated by cyber fraud-
sters posing as a foreign
doctor and customs offi-
cials.

According to police, the
woman had registered on a
matrimonial portal for di-
vorcees when she was
contacted by a man identi-
fying himself as Shiva
Vishnu Surendra. Claiming
to be a doctor settled in
Belgium, he soon struck up
frequent conversations
with her on WhatsApp.
Over time, he built trust
through affectionate mes-
sages and spoke about mar-
riage, creating an emotional
bond.

As Valentine’s Day ap-
proached, Surendra told her
he had sent expensive gifts
and euros to India as a to-
ken of his love. Two days
later, she received a call
from another number. The
caller introduced himself as
a customs official and in-
formed her that a parcel
addressed to her — alleged-
ly containing costly gifts
and foreign currency —
had arrived but was being
withheld due to pending

clearance charges.

What followed was a
classic escalation tactic.
The fraudsters demanded
payments under various
pretexts, including customs
duty, tax clearance and cou-
rier handling fees. Reas-
sured repeatedly by Suren-
dra that the parcel was gen-
uine, the woman transferred
over 1.3 lakh through
multiple online transac-
tions.

Her suspicion was
aroused only when the call-
ers continued to demand
more money even after the
initial payments. When she
confronted Surendra, he al-
legedly urged her to pay the
additional amount, further
reinforcing the deception.
Realising she had been
duped, she approached the
police and filed a com-
plaint.

A senior police officer
said such scams are com-
monly reported in the run-
up to Valentine’s Day and
in the days following it.
Similar cases have surfaced
in cities including Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad and
Kochi, where victims were
targeted through matrimo-
nial or dating platforms by
fraudsters posing as NRI
professionals. Police have
urged citizens to verify
identities and avoid trans-
ferring money to unknown
individuals.

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Milk Feder-
ation (KMF) has drawn up
a comprehensive plan to
tackle the circulation of
counterfeit products sold
under its flagship Nandini
label, following the recent
detection of fake ghee in
the market.

Nandini, Karnataka’s
iconic dairy brand, enjoys
wide consumer trust both
within the State and outside
due to its quality standards.
However, reports of spuri-
ous products being sold in
its name have raised con-
cern among officials and
consumers alike. KMF au-
thorities, in coordination
with the police, recently
identified instances of fake
Nandini products being dis-
tributed, prompting imme-
diate action.

To safeguard the brand’s
reputation and ensure con-
sumer confidence, KMF
has introduced a QR code-
based authentication sys-
tem. The initiative has been
rolled out initially on
Nandini ghee packets and
bottles.

Under the new system,
customers can scan the QR
code printed on the packag-
ing to verify the authentici-
ty of the product. After
scanning, consumers must
enter a unique number and
complete a one-time pass-
word (OTP) verification
process. Once authenticat-
ed, detailed information
about the product is dis-

Action plan to curb fake
Nandini ghee menace

played on their mobile
phone. This includes where
the ghee was manufactured,
the date it was dispatched
from the production unit,
its market code and other
traceability details.

Officials believe this dig-
ital tracking mechanism
will act as a strong deter-
rent against counterfeiters
and help consumers
easily identify genuine
products.

At present, the QR code
feature has been introduced
only for ghee. KMF plans
to gradually extend the sys-
tem to other Nandini prod-
ucts in phases.

KMF Managing Director
Shivaswamy said the move
would significantly help
prevent the sale of fake
ghee and curb attempts to
duplicate the brand. He
added that strengthening
product traceability and
empowering consumers
with verification tools are
key steps in protecting
Nandini’s long-standing
reputation for quality.

Consider adoption plea of couple
raising abandoned child: High Court

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has directed authorities to
consider the adoption applica-
tion of a Shivamogga couple
who have been raising an
abandoned child for nearly a
decade, after conducting the
inquiry mandated under law.
Justice D. K. Singh passed
the order while disposing of a
petition filed by the couple,
who had challenged proceed-
ings initiated against them by
the Child Welfare Committee
(CWC), Shivamogga, in 2017.
According to the petition-
ers, a baby boy was aban-

doned at the Gavi Siddhesh-
wara Swami Mutt three days
after his birth. On June 10,
2016, the seer of the mutt
handed over the infant to the
couple, who have since raised
him as their own. The child,
now studying in Class IV, has
been in their continuous care
for nearly 10 years.

The couple informed the
court that they had earlier lost
their own child — born with
disabilities — who died at the
age of four months about 12
years ago. They argued that
denying them the opportunity
to legally adopt the boy
would be inhuman, consider-

ing the emotional bond and
stable upbringing they have
provided.

Observing that the para-
mount consideration must be
the child’s welfare, care and
protection, Justice Singh not-
ed that the interests of the
child appeared to be secure in
the custody of the petitioners,
who had looked after him as
their own for years.

The judge remarked that the
couple may not have ap-
proached the committee earlier
due to procedural or legal over-
sight under the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Model Rules, 2016.

Fake raid lands janitor duo in soup

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a brazen inside job, two
housekeeping staff allegedly
impersonated GST officials,
staged a fake raid and extort-
ed %5 lakh from a tobacco
trader, only to be caught after
vigilance officials noticed a
sudden and conspicuous
change in their lifestyle.

The accused, P. Nagaraj (37)
and Dadafir Ballari (35), were
outsourced housekeeping
workers at the office of the
Principal Commissioner of
Central Tax and GST Commis-
sionerate (Bengaluru West),
located in the BMTC bus stand
building in Banashankari. In-
vestigators said the duo were
well-versed with officers’ dress
codes, official routines and raid

procedures, knowledge they
allegedly used to convincingly
stage the impersonation.
Suspicion was triggered by
their recent spending patterns,
prompting vigilance officials to
conduct a surprise inspection on
Tuesday. A search of their room
within the office premises led to
the recovery of cash bundles —
1 lakh from Dadafir and 1.5
lakh from Nagaraj — along with
forged identity cards and fabri-
cated search warrants. Among
the seized items were three fake
identity cards bearing Nagaraj’s
photograph but showing differ-
ent designations, including a
CLTS staff member, an intelli-
gence officer named Gaurav Ku-
mar and even a sepoy, all falsely
projected as issued by the Min-
istry of Finance’s GST office.

HONOUR FOR ARTISTE

Honnaru Rangotsava to honour Kannada theatre legends

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A grand theatre spectacle cel-
ebrating five decades of mod-
ern Kannada theatre will un-
fold at Ravindra Kalakshetra
from February 21 to 26 as
part of Honnaru Rangotsava.
The festival will bring togeth-
er six iconic troupes — Ranga
Sampada, Samudaya, Nata-
ranga, Kalagangothri, Span-
dana and Benaka — each
with a legacy spanning nearly
50 years.

“Honnaru,” meaning ‘The
Golden Six’ in Kannada, pays
tribute to a transformative era
that shaped the State’s cultur-
al landscape. The event is be-
ing coordinated by theatre
personalities Srinivas G Kap-

panna and V.M. Nagesh, with
strong support from actor and
former Minister Umashree.
According to Kappanna, the
roots of Kannada theatre
stretch back to tribal and folk
traditions before evolving into
professional productions cen-
tred on mythological and so-
cial themes. A defining turn-
ing point came in September
1969, when 13 amateur
groups from Bengaluru, led
by R. Nagesh and directed by
Prof. B. Chandrashekhar,
united to stage Girish Kar-
nad’s landmark play Tughlaq.
That production proved to
be a watershed moment. The
unprecedented collaboration
among amateur groups cap-
tured the imagination of audi-

iy
‘s

ences and established Karnad
as a major playwright. It also
propelled actors such as C.R.
Simha and Lokesh into the
limelight. For Kappanna,
the production sparked a per-
sonal journey into lighting
design — then a relatively
unexplored field in Kannada

theatre.

The early 1970s marked a
golden phase. Visionary di-
rector B. V. Karanth intro-
duced bold new aesthetics,
while the 1972 National The-
atre Festival encouraged ex-
perimentation and collabora-
tion. A new generation of tal-
ents — including Prasanna,
C.G. Krishnaswamy, B.
Jayashree, S. Malathi and
Shankar Nag — energised the
stage. Writers such as Chan-
drashekhar Kambar, P.
Lankesh and H.S.
Shivaprakash expanded the
intellectual and political
scope of theatre, especially
during the Emergency, when
the stage became a space for
debate and dissent.

However, the rise of televi-
sion in the 1980s dealt a blow
to live theatre. Long queues
outside Ravindra Kalakshetra
dwindled as audiences turned
to the small screen. For a
time, the movement appeared
to falter.

Yet, the resilience and pas-
sion of theatre artistes ensured
its survival. As television con-
tent grew increasingly pre-
dictable, audiences gradually
rediscovered the immediacy
and intensity of live perfor-
mance. Honnaru Rangotsava
seeks not only to honour that
enduring spirit but also to re-
connect contemporary view-
ers with a vibrant legacy that
continues to inspire Kannada
theatre today.
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Police‘seek relatives
of unidentified

deceased

Vijayapura
Police have appealed to
the public to help trace
the family of an unidenti-
fied man who died at the
Central Bus Stand on
February 13, 2026, report-
edly due toillness. A case
has been registered at
Gandhi Chowk Police
Station. The deceased,
aged around 40-50, is
about 5.3 feet tall, with a
normal build, wheatish
complexion, long face,
and black-and-grey hair
and beard. He wore a
black jacket, cream shirt,
blue jeans, and a blue
|ssa innerwear. A red
thread on his wrist and a
black waist thread were
noted. Anyone with infor-
mation is urged to con-
tact the station.

Five children
seriously injured in
stray dog attack

KALABURAGI
Five children were seri-
ously injured when stray
dogs attacked them
while playing in front of a
house in Devinagar Lay-
out. The dogs caused se-
vere injuries to the chil-
dren’s eyes, ears, and
chest. All five victims
have been admitted to
GIMS Hospital for treat-
ment. Residents of
Devinagar Layout have
appealed to municipal
authorities to take imme-
diate action to control
the stray dog menace
and prevent further inci-
dents. Local officials are
expected to increase
monitoring and consider
safety measures to pro-
tect children in the area.

Pattanashettiaccuses
MLA Yatnal of land
irregularities

Vijayapura
Former Minister Appa-
saheb Pattanashetti
launched a sharp attack
on city MLA Basangou-
da Patil Yatnal, alleging
his involvement in large-
scale land encroach-
ments and amassing
assets worth crores of
rupees. Speaking at a
press conference on Fri-
day, Pattanashetti
claimed that land irreg-
ularities in the city in-
creased during Yatnal's
tenure and that “no one
has indulged in corrup-
tion on such a scale as
him.” He accused Yatnal
of directly participating
in land grabbing and il-
legal accumulation of
wealth. Referring to
Yatnal's recent state-
ments on land
encroachment.

'Pralhad Joshi slams youth

Congress Al protest

The Union Minister highlighted India’s Al, semiconductor, and tech
achievements, criticizing disruptions that undermine the nation’s growth story

KALABURAGI

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
sharply criticised the Youth
Congress for protesting
during the Artificial Intelli-
gence Summit held in Kala-
buragi, calling it an effort to
undermine India’s develop-
ment initiatives.

Speaking to the media,
Joshi said the Congress party
had failed to achieve signifi-
cant progress when it was in
power. “When they were in
office, they accomplished lit-
tle. Now, as India advances
rapidly, they cannot accept
our growth,” he added.

Highlighting India’s
achievements, the Union Min-
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ister noted that the country is
emerging as a global leader in
Al, semiconductor manufac-
turing, and technology-driven
development. “These summits
aim to showcase India’s prog-
ress and future potential. Dis-

rupting them shows disregard
for the nation’s growth story,”
he said.

Joshi alleged that the pro-
test reflected frustration and
jealousy. He accused Rahul
Gandhi of encouraging party

workers to create unnecessary
controversy. “Attempts to tar-
nish India’s image at a time of
global recognition are highly
condemnable,” he added. He
reaffirmed the Centre’s com-
mitment to advancing India as
a global technology hub and
promoting Al-driven growth
for the benefit of the country.
Joshi urged all stakeholders to
support initiatives that foster
innovation and strengthen In-
dia’s position on the world
stage. The minister concluded
that development-focused
events like the Al Summit are
crucial for attracting global
attention, investment, and col-
laboration in India’s technol-
0gy sector.

IPPB Manager Anand Sagar highlighted India Post Payments Bank’s DBT
services reachmglO crore people, enhancing cztlzens ’ financial access

Postal services reach

GADAG

Postal Department services
are being expanded to reach
the most marginalized sec-
tions of society, said Gadag
Divisional Postal Superinten-
dent S.S. Shirahatti.

Speaking after launching
the Postal Connection Cam-
paign at Basaveshwara Kaly-
ana Mantapa in Hammigi,
Mundargi taluk on Friday, he
urged citizens to actively use
these services. “The Postal
Department is no longer lim-
ited to correspondence. It pro-
vides banking, savings
schemes, insurance, pension
distribution, online payments,
and parcel delivery,” he said,
highlighting the range of ser-
vices now available.

IPPB Manager Anand
Sagar added that India Post
Payments Bank has made sig-
nificant strides in electronic
financial transactions, deliv-
ering DBT services to over 10
crore people in just seven
years. He emphasized that the
initiative will continue to
strengthen access to banking
and financial services for cit-
izens.

Assistant Postmaster V.

Sunilkumar, Deputy Postmas-
ter Halappa Vamanakeri, and
other postal officials spoke
about the campaign’s objec-
tives and encouraged villagers
to take advantage of the avail-
able services. Local represen-
tatives, including Gram Pan-
chayat President Shivanand
Meti and members, were also
present.

Hundreds of residents par-
ticipated in the campaign, ac-
cessing various services of-
fered by the Postal Depart-
ment and learning how to use

margmahzed commumtles

them effectlvely

Shirahatti emphasized that
through such outreach pro-
grams, postal services will
become accessible to every-
one, including those in remote
and underserved areas, bring-
ing essential banking and
postal facilities closer to peo-
ple’s homes.

Photo: Divisional Postal
Superintendent S.S. Shirahat-
ti addressing villagers at the
launch of the postal connec-
tivity campaign in Hammigi,
Mundargi taluk.

DC treks historic hill, promises tourism boost

BALLARI

Deputy Commissioner Na-
gendra Prasad K. visited the
historic hill of Sanganakallu
and trekked to Hiregudda to
inspect the site and explore
possibilities for tourism de-
velopment.

During the visit, he said the
Sanganakallu area is one of
the most important historical
locations in Ballari district.
The rocky hills here reveal
valuable information about
the lives of Neolithic humans
who lived thousands of years

ago. Because of its archaeo-
logical value, the district ad-
ministration will give high
priority to its preservation and
development.

The Deputy Commissioner
closely examined the rare
rock carvings and ancient
drawings found on top of the
hill. These carvings are be-
lieved to belong to the Neo-
lithic period. He said protect-
ing these remains is essential
as they reflect the history and
lifestyle of early human set-
tlements in the region.

He added that steps will be

taken to develop the place in
a way that is friendly for tour-
ists while protecting its natu-
ral beauty and historical im-
portance. Scientific studies
conducted in the region have
already helped historians un-
derstand the culture and
daily life of ancient commu-
nities.

The administration plans to
provide basic facilities such
as clean drinking water, prop-
er footpaths to reach the hill,
information boards and guid-
ance systems for visitors, re-
searchers and students.

Manﬁyg youth
urged to follow

Sarvajna’s ideals
MANDYA

Saint Kavi Sarvajna sowed
the dream of an equal society,
and the youth should follow
his values to build fairness in
today’s world, said B.P.
Prakash, Chairman of the Dis-
trict Urban Development Au-
thority. He spoke while inau-
gurating the Sant Kavi Sarva-
jna Jayanti program at Gandhi
Bhavan, organized by the
District Administration and
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment.

Lighting the lamp, Prakash
emphasized the importance of
adopting Sarvajna’s principles
to nurture equality and respect
in society. L. Sandesh, Chair-
man of the District Backward
Classes Forum, added that
Sarvajna’s vachanas are not
only a treasure for one com-
munity but a cultural asset for
all Kannadigas, and young
people must carry his messag-
es forward.

Dr. M.P.,, Managing Direc-
tor of Mysore Credit Eye In-
stitute, highlighted that Sarva-
jna became omniscient by
learning from everyone, and
continuous learning is vital
for all. Sarvajna, born in 1520
in Ambaluru Masuri, Haveri
district, reformed society
through over 7,000 vachanas,
emphasizing friendship,
equality, and respect. His ide-
als, like Thiruvalluvar for
Tamils and Vemana for Telu-
gus, remain relevant even to-
day.

Krishna, President of the
District Potters Awareness As-
sociation, urged organizations
to celebrate jayantis meaning-
fully and pass Sarvajna’s
principles to future genera-
tions.

AND DONATION INITIATIV

Prabhati Dharamsingh donates
land for Yadrami Praja Soudha

JEVARGI

Prabhati Dharamsingh, wife
of former Chief Minister late
N. Dharamsingh, has gener-
ously donated five acres of
land for the construction of a
‘Praja Soudha’ in Yadrami ta-
luk. The initiative aims to
centralize government ser-
vices, including the Tahsildar
office, under one roof for the
convenience of the public.
The project is being devel-
oped jointly by the Karnataka
Khadi and Rural Develop-
ment Board (KKRDB) and
the Revenue Department. Ear-
lier, the foundation stone was
laid by Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar, and

i
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AICC President Mallikarjun
Kharge. Prabhati Dharams-
ingh visited the Jewargi
Sub-Registrar’s office on
Thursday to sign the registra-
tion documents formalizing
the land donation to the gov-
ernment.

Jewargi Tahsildar Mallanna

Yalgoda, Yadrami Tahsildar Yal-
lappa Subedar, and local leaders
including Razak Muniyar,
Hayyalappa Gangakar, and Me-
hboob Patel were present. The
donation is seen as a significant
step toward improving adminis-
trative efficiency and public
service access in Yadrami.

DC warns officials to make

BIDAR

District Collector Shilpa Shar-
ma has warned that strict dis-
ciplinary action will be taken
against officials who fail to
cooperate in the effort to make
the district free from begging.

Speaking at a progress re-
view meeting of the Women
and Child Development De-
partment at the District Collec-
tor’s office, she stressed the
need for all departments to
work together. The move
comes after an increase in in-
cidents of women and children
begging at major circles and
public places in the city.

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed officials to create
widespread awareness about
welfare schemes running un-
der Mission Shakti Yojana.
These include Sakhi One Stop

district begging-free

-\

Centre, Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao, Swadhara Santwana ser-
Vices, hostels for working
women and girls, Women Em-
powerment Units and materni-
ty benefit programs.

She said officials must en-
sure that eligible beneficiaries
receive the benefits of these
schemes without delay. Under
the maternity assistance
scheme, 359.50 lakh has been
directly transferred to benefi-
ciaries after the birth of their
first child,.
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Mmlster orders
quick action on
water problems

MANVI

N. S. Boseraju, Minister for
Minor Irrigation, Science and
Technology, directed officials
to take urgent steps to solve
drinking water and electricity
problems in Manvi and Sir-
awara taluks as summer be-
gins.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held at the tourist centre
in Bhasmapatna, the minister
said officials must work
quickly to prevent water
shortages in both urban and
rural areas. He also asked au-
thorities to speed up develop-
ment works, including proj-
ects under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion and AMRUT Mission.

The minister said there are
393 borewells functioning
across Manvi taluk. In addi-
tion, the region has 61 lakes
and 124 RO water plants
serving the public. He in-
structed officials to inspect
these facilities personally,
submit reports and take im-
mediate steps for repairs,
pumping arrangements and
pipeline installation. If re-
quired, help from private
borewell owners should also
be taken, he added.

Within Manvi municipality
limits, there are 136 bore-
wells, of which 93 are cur-

The minister stated Manvi
has 393 borewells, 61
lakes, and 124 RO plants;
he directed inspections,
repairs, pipeline
installation, and private
borewell support if
needed.

rently functioning. Arrange-
ments have been made for
repairing 40 borewells and
pumping from 42 borewells,
along with minor repair works
and four water tankers to
meet emergency needs.

Under the Amrutha water
project, the town will receive
6.5 MLD of water along with
lake water supply. Officials
are also laying about 65 kilo-
metres of pipelines and con-
structing overhead tanks near
Jayanagar and APMC at a
cost of 220 crore. In total,
eight water tanks will support
supply in the town.

The minister said Manvi
residents will receive nearly
12 MLD of water through
various schemes, including
supply from the Krishna Riv-
er. A proposal worth %12 crore
has also been sent to the State
government to improve drink-
ing water supply in seven
wards. Several local leaders
and officials were present.

Bidar launches Ramabai
Ambedkar ]ayantl program

BIDAR

The city is gearing up to cele-
brate the 128th birth anniver-
sary of Ramabai Ambedkar
with a series of educational
and cultural events. On Fri-
day, the brochure for the IAS
and KAS exam preparation
workshop, legal awareness
sessions, and district-level
cultural celebration-2026 was
released at Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Circle.

The event is scheduled for
February 26 at the district the-
ater. The brochure was offi-
cially unveiled by Dr. Kashi-
nath Chelva, President of the
Mane Makhose Ambedkar
Abhiyan Implementation Com-
mittee, in the presence of sev-
eral dignitaries and organizers.

Among those present were
Mahesh Gornalkar, President
of Buddha Light Trust and
Coordinator of Ramabai
Jayantyotsava Samiti, Prakash
Ravana, Sharanu Phule, Srini-
vas Dayal, Tukaram Nelagi,
Uttam Kempe, Ishwar Kem-
pe, and Honorary President
Ushabai Bansude. Other at-
tendees included Nandamma
Kunde, Kalpana Gornalkar,
Seshikala Sharma, Sonamma
Kasture, Kamalamma Sant-
pure, Gangamma Phule,
Panchphula Gaikwad, Sudha-
mani Gupta, Sangeeta Kam-
ble, Kalavati Kalekar, Shara-
da Alandkar, Indumati Sagar,
Ujjwala Padasale, Sridevi
Singhe, Kaveri Kalekar, Chin-
namma Ladha, and Veena
Gupta.

International conferences
help students think better

KALABURAGI

Taking part in international
conferences helps students
and teachers improve their re-
search ability and thinking
skills, said educationist Basa-
varaj Deshmukh on Friday.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the third Internation-
al Conference on Integrated
Intelligence and Communica-
tion Systems organised at
Sharanabasava University in
Kalaburagi. The programme
was held at the university’s
Doddappa Appa Sabha Man-
tapa with the participation of
researchers, professors and
students.

Deshmukh said such con-

ferences create opportunities
for academic discussion and
help young minds learn new
technologies and research
methods. When students in-
teract with scholars from dif-
ferent countries, their knowl-
edge grows and their confi-
dence also improves, he
added.

Speakers also remembered
the contribution of Sha-
ranabasavappa Appaji, the
eighth Mahadasoha
Peethadhipati of Sha-
ranabasaveshwara Sansthan,
for encouraging educational
and research activities.

Dr. Rodolfo Oliveira from
Lisbon, Dr. Dinesh Singh of
IIT Mandi, Dr. K.L. Hemalat.




=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

SATURDAY)» FEBRUARY 21, 2026

QUICK READ

Preparatory meet for
Jayanti Celebrations
today

CHITRADURGA
A preparatory meeting
for celebrating the
Jayanti of Renukacharya
on March 1and Yogi
Narayana Yathindra on
March 3 will be held on
February 21 at the Dis-
trict Collector’s Office
Hall. The meeting on Re-
nukacharya Jayantiis
scheduled for 11 am, fol-
lowed by the Yogi
Narayana Yathindra
Jayanti discussion at
11.30 am. District Collec-
tor T. Venkatesh will pre-
side. Officials and com-
munity leaders have
been invited to attend
and offer suggestions to
ensure meaningful and
well-organized celebra-
tions across the district.

One-Day awareness
workshop for final
year students

CHIKKABALLAPURA
A one-day awareness
workshop on the Incuba-
tion Scheme under the
RAMP program will be
held on February 24 at
10:30 AMatDr.B.R.
Ambedkar Auditorium,
Government First Grade
College, Chikkaballapura.
The event is jointly organ-
ized by the Industries and
Commerce Department,
District Industrial Centre,
KCTU, and the college. Fi-
nal year degree students
studying in the district are
encouraged to attend and
benefit from the session.
For more details, students
can contact the Joint Di-
rector of the District Indus-
trial Centre,
Chikkaballapura, at
08156-273303.

Karnataka exam
authority fined Rs. 15K
for service lapse

CHIKKABALLAPURA
The Chikkaballapur Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission
has imposed a fine of Rs.
15,000 on the Karnataka
Examination Authority
and Administrator for fail-
ing to admit Gangaraj D.A.
of Dronakunte village to
an MBA program despite
his PGCET rank of 29503.
The complainant filed a
case (CC No.34/2025)
citing deficiency in ser-
vice. After examining the
matter, Chairman Kumar
N. and members H.
Janardhan ordered the re-
spondents to pay the fine
and Rs. 6,500 litigation
costs to Gangaraj within
the stipulated time. The
ruling highlights account-
ability in educational ad-
ministration.

'World Social Justice Day:
Equality key to progress

Dr. Malige cited Ambedkar, urging youth to uphold social justice, ensuring
equal opportunl’nes and fundamental rights for all

CHITRADURGA

Social justice is essential for
the overall development of
society and plays a crucial
role in national progress, said
Dr. J. Kariappa Malige, Prin-
cipal of Chitradurga Govern-
ment Arts College (Autono-
mous). He was speaking at
the World Social Justice Day
program held at Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Auditorium on Fri-
day, jointly organized by
Mera Yuva Bharat and the
college’s National Service
Scheme Units-1 and 2.

Dr. Malige emphasized that
social justice addresses the
deep-rooted inequalities in
society. To achieve peace,
harmony, and equality, it is

necessary to remove dispari-
ties based on caste, creed, re-
ligion, and gender, he said.
He highlighted that every in-
dividual should be treated
equally to thrive and contrib-
ute meaningfully to society.
Quoting Dr. B.R. Ambed-

kar, Dr. Malige said that soci-
ety must be structured around
the social justice principles
enshrined in the Constitution,
and youth play a pivotal role
in this mission. He stressed
the importance of providing
equal opportunities to Dalits,

backward classes, women,
and minorities who have been
excluded from mainstream
development. True social jus-
tice, he said, ensures that fun-
damental rights are respected
for all.

Advocate A. Ismail Zabiul-
lah delivered a special lecture
on the significance of social
justice. Government Arts Col-
lege Program Officer B.K.
Basavaraj, Mera Yuva Bharat
Assistant G.P. Bharat, along
with professors and students,
were present and participated
actively in the event.

The program highlighted
the need to promote fairness,
equality, and inclusion to
strengthen India’s democratic
framework.

Judge M. Vijay inspected the suicide site, questioned staff, reviewed facilities
and records, and ordered immediate safety and management improvements

Judge inspects residential
school after student su1c1de

CHITRADURGA

In the aftermath of the tragic
suicide of 16-year-old
Kotresh, a Class 10 student at
DVS Residential School in
Bharamsagar village, a team
of officials led by Senior Civ-
il Judge and Member Secre-
tary of the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority, M. Vijay,
visited the school on Friday
for a thorough inspection.
Kotresh, son of Gurulingap-
pa from Kariyammanahalli
village, reportedly jumped
from the school’s third floor
at around 7:14 am on Mon-
day, February 16. A complaint
regarding the incident has
been registered at Bharam-
sagar Rural Police Station.
During the inspection,
Judge M. Vijay and the team
examined the suicide site and
questioned the school princi-
pal, teachers, and staff. They
also reviewed classrooms, ba-

sic student facilities, and the
institution’s official records
and files. The judge instructed
the principal to immediately
address and rectify the short-
comings identified in the
school’s management and
safety protocols.

Officials present during the
inspection included Deputy
Director of School Education
and Literacy Department
Manjunath, District Child
Protection Officer Premamur-
thy K., Women and Child De-
velopment Officer Gangappa,

Child Protection Officer Man-
junath H.N., Deputy Coordi-
nator of Child Protection Unit
Hanumanthappa B.A.A., Ed-
ucation Department officials

Sampath Kumar and
Murthachar, and DVS Trea-
surer Pradeep Kumar. The
team emphasized the urgent
need for improved safety
measures, mental health sup-
port, and strict monitoring to
prevent such incidents in the
future. Parents and students
were also advised to report
any concerns promptly.

Sarvajna’s teachings belong to entire society: Tahsildar

CHIKKABALLAPURA

The vachanas of the saint poet
Sarvajna are meant for the
whole society and not for any
single community, said
Tahsildar Rashmi on Friday.
She spoke after paying flo-
ral tributes to the portrait of
Sarvajna during the Shri Sant-
kavi Sarvajna Jayanti pro-
gramme organised by the dis-
trict administration, zilla pan-
chayat and Kannada and Cul-
ture Department at Dr. B.R.

Ambedkar Bhavan in the city.

Rashmi said Sarvajna was a
great thinker who travelled
widely and understood soci-
ety deeply. Through his fa-
mous tripadi vachanas, he
gave valuable messages to
people and tried to correct so-
cial problems. His writings
were in simple spoken lan-
guage, making them easy for
ordinary people to under-
stand.

She noted that Sarvajna op-
posed caste discrimination

centuries ago and spread
awareness about equality in
society. His verses discuss
moral values, social life and
religious ideas, guiding peo-
ple in the right direction.

According to her, every tri-
padi written by Sarvajna re-
flects real life and encourages
people to live with honesty,
unity and responsibility. She
urged the public and students
to follow his ideas and pass
them on to the next genera-
tion.

Chikkaballapur
begins boys’ 5th
class sports
selection

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The Youth Empowerment and
Sports Department, Chikka-
ballapur, has announced the
selection process for boys
seeking admission to class 5
in the junior hockey and foot-
ball categories. The trials will
be held across all taluk central
stadiums from 23 February to
2 March, with the district-lev-
el selection on 2 March at
MV District Stadium from 10
am to 4:30 pm.

Eligible participants must
be current class 4 students,
under 11 years of age, and
meet minimum height re-
quirements: 142 cm for hock-
ey and 140 cm for football.
Boys must carry Aadhaar
card, two passport-size pho-
tos, and a date-of-birth docu-
ment.

The first stage includes
physical fitness tests measur-
ing strength, agility, endur-
ance, dexterity, and speed.
Candidates scoring above
50% will qualify for the sec-
ond round, after which appli-
cation forms for sports hostel
admission will be issued. No
travel or daily allowance will
be provided to selected ath-
letes.

For more details, students
may contact the Assistant Di-
rector of Youth Empowerment
and Sports.

Helipad ride program showcases Mandya to youth

MANDYA

A three-day helicopter ride
exhibition has been organized
in Mandya to showcase the
city’s image to local youth,
said Agriculture and District
In-charge Minister N. Chalu-
varayaswamy. He urged ev-
eryone to make the most of

this unique opportunity.
Chaluvarayaswamy inaugu-
rated the helipad ride at Chik-
ka Mandya as part of the Bu-
danur Utsav 2026 celebra-
tions. He said the program
combines tourism with devel-
opment initiatives and offers
residents a new way to expe-
rience the district from above.

“The first Budanur Utsav was
a great success, and this year
we aim to make it even more
engaging for all,” he added.
The minister also highlight-
ed the successful completion
of sports and Rangoli compe-
titions during the festival,
praising the active participa-
tion of the public. He further

encouraged citizens to attend
the awareness workshop on
March 7 at Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar Bhavan, focusing on the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Prevention of Un-
touchability Act, emphasizing
the importance of community
involvement. The event was
attended by District MLA P.

Ravikumar, Maddur MLA
K.M. Uday, District Magis-
trate Dr. Kumar, CEO K.R.
Nandini, Superintendent of
Police V.J. Shobha Rani,
Sub-Divisional Officer Shi-
vamurthy, Tahsildar Vishwa-
nath, and other officials, who
witnessed the helicopter rides
and interacted with the youth.
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Free UPSC
guidance program
attracts over 500

CHITRADURGA

A large number of students
took part in a free guidance
programme for competitive
examinations organised by the
Nerlige Foundation in the
city. The event, titled “Be-
laku” (Light), was held at Ma-
harshi Valmiki Bhavan to
guide aspirants preparing for
UPSC and other major exams.

More than 500 students
from different parts of the dis-
trict attended the programme
with great enthusiasm. The
initiative aimed to provide
proper direction and motiva-
tion for students who wish to
enter public service.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. Akash S.
inaugurated the event and ad-
dressed the gathering.

He told students that be-
coming an IAS officer is not
just about getting a job but
about taking responsibility for
society.

He said those who choose
the civil services only for
money will not succeed, and
only those who care about
people and public welfare
should pursue this path.

District Superintendent of
Police Ranjit Kumar Bandaru
explained the stages of UPSC
preparation in detail. He
shared his own preparation
experience and spoke about
useful books, important sub-

Dr. Akash S. inaugurated
the event, urging
students to pursue IAS
for public service,
emphasizing
responsibility, societal
welfare, and warning
against seeking the role
solely for money.

jects and reliable websites
that students can use during
their studies.

Assistant Commissioners
Dr. Venkatesh Nayak and
Kantaraj also addressed the
students. They highlighted the
importance of discipline, de-
termination and continuous
effort in preparing for com-
petitive examinations.

Hiriyur Executive Officer
Dr. Pramod and Autonomous
Government Arts College
Principal Dr. J. Kariappama-
lige encouraged students to
remain focused and confident
in their goals.

Mamata Nerlige, founder of
the Nerlige Foundation, an-
nounced that the organisation
will soon launch an Al-based
mock test platform called
“Prep Nation.” She said the
platform will allow students
across the country to practice
free online tests.

The programme received an
overwhelming response from
students.

I, PADMA RAO W/o N RAMA
RAO, R/o A-403, Renaissance
Brindavan 13, Subramanyapura
Main Road, Opposite Vishal
Uttarahalli,
Subramanyapura, Bangalore

Mega Mart,

South, Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560061,
name and shall hereafter be
known as N R PADMA.

have changed my

I, HARSHA KUMARI D/o
MOHAN LAL, R/o No-450, Flat
Bearing No-4, Ananda Lahari
2nd Floor, AMS Layout, 3
Cross Road, Vidyaranyapura,
Bengaluru, Karnataka560097,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
AARTHISUTHAR.

I, B AKASH ANTHONY S/o
BALRAJ, R/o 31, Behind Garden
City College, Dheeraj Gowda
Layout, Kithiganur,
Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore
South, Bangalore,
Karnataka560036, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as AKASH

ANTONY B.

I, VINAYAK ASHOK BIRJE
S/o ASHOK TAMANNA
BIRJE, R/o H No 566,
Kangrali Khurd, Belgaum,
Kangali Kh, Hukkeri,
Belagavi, Karnataka-
590010, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be

known as VINAYAK BIRJE.

I Sanjana Rajpal aged about
21 years, D/o Rajesh R Rajpal
,No.12, Flat No. 002, Naksha
Prime Square, 2nd Floor ,3rd Cross,
Swasti Main Road, Lakshmi Road
Cross, Shanti Nagar, P O Wilson
Garden, Bangalore-560027 .I wish
to inform you that my name has
been changed from Sanjana Rajpal
to Sanjana Rajesh Rajpal and the
said names belongs to one & the
same person. Affidavit dated 11th
January 2026, before Notary Smt.
Hemalatha. P

I, MASTHAN KHAN GULNAZ
BEGUM, W/o Masthan Khan,
resident of No 75/17, 2nd
Cross, S R Layout, Behind
Shams School, Belahalli
Cross, Kogilu Main Road,
Bangalore-560064, have
changed my name to GULNAZ
BEGUM, vide affidavit dated:
19.02.2026, before Notary
CHANDRA SHEKAR.M,
Bangalore.

SARVAJNA’S TEACHINGS STILL GUIDE SOCIETY

CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy
said the great Kannada poet
Sarvajna played an important
role in correcting social evils
through his powerful verses.
He was speaking after offer-
ing floral tributes to the poet’s
portrait during Sarvajna
Jayanti celebrations held at
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office hall in Chitradurga on
Friday.

The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,

ik

Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment, Municipal Council and
several community organisa-
tions. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kumaraswamy said that

| Itm-

just as the 12th century Shi-
vasharanas worked for social
reform, Sarvajna in the 16th
century reached the hearts of
common people through his

simple tripadi poems. At a
time when literature was lim-
ited to scholars, Sarvajna
wrote in easy Kannada so or-
dinary people could under-
stand his message.

He strongly opposed super-
stition, caste discrimination
and social injustice. Kumaras-
wamy said Sarvajna became a
symbol of wisdom by learn-
ing from everyone and turn-
ing life experience into
knowledge. He added that
modern society needs not
only education for marks but
also moral values inspired by
such thinkers. He expressed

concern that crimes and cru-
elty are increasing despite
higher literacy levels.

Lecturer Suresh B said Sar-
vajna’s tripadis remain rele-
vant even today. He described
the poet as a philosopher who
conveyed deep meaning in
just three lines. His writings
stressed that a person’s char-
acter is more important than
caste or birth.

Officials, community lead-
ers and members of various
organisations attended the
programme and remembered
the timeless message of the
great poet.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large
MrH M Chandrashekar S/0 Mahadevappa,

Residing at #62, Bilavapriya Nilaya, Maruthi
Nagar,3rd Cross Herohalli Cros,
Mahadeshwaranagar. Bangalore North,
Karnataka - 570091. He has lost the Registered
Original Sale Deed of Doc No.SRI-1-04658-
2015-16 dated on 18 -01-2016, he has lost
at Near Attur bus stop Accordingly he has
lodged the complainant on Bangalore City
Police with E-Lost dated 20/02/2026 Report
No.2073549/2026.

SCHEDULE PROPERTY : All that piece and
parcel of the Property bearing Site No.62,Katha
No.1141, Assessment No. 7/28, BBMP Ward
No. 72, Situated at Herohalli Village,
Yashavanthapura Hobli, Bangalore North Taluk,
Measuring East to West : 35 feet and North to
South 30 feet, in all measuring 1050 Sq,ft
bounded on East by: Road, West by: Other's
Property, North by: Site No. 62A, South by: Site
No. 61C. If anyone finding the aforesaid
document is hereby requested to handover the
same to our office at the address mentioned

Nereunder. 1 \RIsHA .S, Advocate

# 1479. DRLS PLAZA.
UNION BANK BUILDING. T DASARAHALLI,
560057. Mob No. 9060950265.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public are hereby informed that my client
Mr. Mallesh /0 Shamanaik residing at No
176, 8th Cross KEB Office Road, Ganesh Layout,
Anjananagara, Bangalore North, Karnataka -
560091. My clients have owned the property by
through Registered Sale deed Document
No0.8266-2013-14, dated: 16-12-2013, now my
clint availing loan from Piramal Finance Ltd, if
any person/persons objecting for the proposed
purchase or having any rights, title and interest
over the schedule property may forward their
objections or claims to the undersigned in
writing with supporting documents within seven
(07) days from the date of this publication. if
there were to be no response to this notice within
the time stipulated, my client will proceed with
the Loan Piramal Finance Ltd. Any response
after the expiry of the stipulated time,the same
will be ignored.
SCHEDULE PROPERTY: All that piece and parcel
of the Property bearing Site no 176,
Assessment No.38,E PID No. 2162875023,
BBMP Ward No. 72, situated at Herohalli
village,Yashavanthapura Hobli, Bangalore North
Taluk, Built on site measuring East to west : 30
feetand North to South: 40 feet Totally 1200 Sq
feet, and bounded on East By : Site No.177,
West By : Site No.175, North By : Site No. 171,
South By : 20 Feet Road.

HARISHA .8, Advocate
#1479. DRLS PLAZA, UNION BANK BUILDING.

T DASARAHALLI, Bengaluru - 560 057.
Email : harishsgowdad8@gmail.com
Mob No. 9060950265.
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'Priyanka Targets Sarma Over
* Governance, Allegatlons

Congress leader says Assam needs jObS not fear based political attacks
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Delhi HCissues notice
on bail plea of wrestler
Sushilin murder case

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on
Friday issued notice on a
bail plea filed by Olympi-
an wrestler Sushil Kumar
in the 2021 murder case
of junior national wres-
tling champion Sagar
Dhankar and sought a de-
tailed status report from
the Delhi Police. A sin-
gle-judge Bench of Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani
directed the investigating
agency to file a compre-
hensive status report
along with the nominal
roll of the accused from
jail authorities. The mat-
ter has been listed for fur-
ther hearing on May 4.
Sushil Kumar has moved
the Delhi High Court chal-
lenging the February 6 or-
der of a Rohini court re-
jecting his second regular
bail application.

Tantri accuses Vijayan
govt of orchestrating
his arrest

KOLLAM
Ina dramatic turnin the
Sabarimala gold theft
case, Tantri Kantarar Ra-
jeevar has accused the Pi-
narayi Vijayan government
of orchestrating his arrest
as an act of political re-
venge, even as the Kollam
Vigilance Court granted
him bail after 41 days in re-
mand. It was on Thursday
that the tantri walked out
on bail. The explosive alle-
gations, contained in the
court’s bail order, have
added a fresh political di-
mension to the high-pro-
file case. The tantri argued
before the court that he
was deliberately implicat-
ed in the case because of
his strong stand against
the entry of women of
menstruating age into the
Sabarimala temple during
the controversy that
gripped the state in 2018
during the then two month
long festival season.

GUWAHATI

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra launched a
sharp attack on Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma, accusing him of indulg-
ing in personal attacks instead
of focusing on governance,
development, and employ-
ment opportunities for the
state’s youth.

Responding to allegations
made by Sarma against Con-
gress MP Gaurav Gogoi over
alleged links with Pakistan,
Priyanka Gandhi said it was
inappropriate to target fami-
lies and children through what
she described as false claims.
Taking an apparent dig at the
Chief Minister, she remarked
that political discourse should
not descend into personal at-
tacks.

There is no need to attack
someone’s family or children
by spreading lies. Instead of
doing this, the Chief Minister

should work for the develop-
ment of Assam. What the
youth of Assam need today
are jobs and employment op-
portunities, she said.
Referring to the political
climate ahead of the Assem-
bly elections, Priyanka Gand-
hi alleged that the Chief Min-
ister was resorting to
fear-mongering tactics as the
polls draw closer. She
claimed that such strategies
reflect insecurity rather than

confidence in governance
achievements.

Strongly defending Gaurav
Gogoi, she described him as a
positive leader committed to
value-based politics in Assam.
Gaurav Gogoi is a positive
individual who wants to do
politics rooted in values in
Assam. The Chief Minister is
scared as elections approach,
she said.

Priyanka Gandhi further
dismissed the allegations re-

garding Gogoi’s alleged Paki-
stan links, asserting that the
people of Assam would not
accept such accusations with-
out credible evidence. The
accusations levelled by the
Chief Minister against Gaurav
Gogoi are not something the
people of Assam will believe,
she stated firmly.

The Congress leader also
weighed in on the controversy
involving popular Assamese
singer Zubeen Garg, urging
political parties to refrain
from dragging artistes into
political battles. Zubeen Garg
is the soul of Assam. He is an
individual who stands above
politics. There should be no
politics over Zubeen Garg,
she said, describing him as a
beloved cultural icon of the
state.

Her remarks come amid in-
tensifying political exchanges
in Assam as parties prepare
for the upcoming Assembly
elections.

Hussain Defends Welfare
Schemes Amid Freebies Debate

24

NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Shahnawaz Hussain
on Friday defended welfare
schemes aimed at support-
ing the poor, following
sharp observations by the
Supreme Court on the cul-
ture of pre-election freebies.
Hussain asserted that gov-
ernment assistance is care-
fully targeted at those genu-
inely in need and is not
meant for financially capa-
ble citizens.

Those who are below the
poverty line, who do not
have two proper meals a
day, giving them food and
taking care of them is im-
portant. When the country
rises above the poverty line
and becomes a developed
nation, many such forms of
assistance may not be need-
ed, Hussain said. He empha-
sized that such measures
ensure help reaches vulner-
able sections of society, add-

ing that no ‘freebies’ are
being given to taxpayers or
those who are financially
capable.

His remarks came after the
Supreme Court expressed
concern over what it de-
scribed as a growing culture
of indiscriminate largesse by
state governments. The court
cautioned that unchecked
subsidies could undermine
fiscal discipline and hamper
long-term nation-building ef-
forts. The observations were
made while hearing a plea by
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-

BJP leader says aid
targets poor, not
taxpayers or wealthy
citizens.

tion Corporation Ltd (TNPD-
CL), which challenged a
2024 amendment in the elec-
tricity law related to the pro-
vision of free electricity in
Tamil Nadu. A Bench led by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, along with Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul
M Pancholi, questioned
whether governments were
prioritising short-term politi-
cal appeasement over sus-
tainable infrastructure devel-
opment.

The Bench observed that
while welfare support for
those unable to afford elec-
tricity or education is under-
standable, blanket subsidies
without distinguishing be-
tween the needy and the fi-
nancially secure amount to

appeasement.

Congress found
Tamil Nadu
toehold though

allies
CHENNAI

As Tamil Nadu gears up for
Assembly election, tensions
continue to escalate between
the ruling DMK and its princi-
pal ally, the Congress, with the
latter’s regional leaders de-
manding to contest more seats
and seeking a power sharing
arrangement in state govern-
ment. For long, the Congress
has been relegated to the side-
lines in state politics. Now, a
section of the state leadership
wants a piece of the pie. The
dispute centres on the Con-
gress' demands for a formal
role in state government — in-
cluding Cabinet berths and the
DMK leadership’s insistence
on an administration without

coalition. Some reports sug-

gest the Congress may even be
exploring ties with actor Vi-
jay’s new party TVK, reflect-
ing unease with the DMK’s
dominance, further irking the
principal partner.

Religious, Cultural
Revival Gains Momentum
Under Modi Leadership

LINGSUGUR

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
said India is witnessing strong
religious and cultural revival
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He
was speaking after inaugurat-
ing the newly built Sri Veer-
anagamma Devi Temple at
Gejjalagatta in Lingsugur of
Raichur district.

Addressing the gathering,
Joshi said India is a country
with deep cultural roots and
rich traditions. Knowledge,
science, religion and customs
have shaped the nation for
centuries. Today, the world is
recognising India’s heritage
and values, he added.

The Minister said people
are free to worship any deity,
but life must be guided by
justice, truth, peace and righ-
teousness as taught by Sana-
tana Dharma. Beyond rituals,

he stressed the importance of
“human dharma” or humanity
in daily life.

He said untouchability has
no place in society and called
upon religious leaders to work
towards unity and social har-
mony. Everyone must join
hands to remove discrimina-
tion and strengthen the nation,
he noted.

Joshi also highlighted the
Centre’s “Ramayana Circuit”
spiritual tourism initiative to
connect people, especially
children, to important places
linked to Lord Rama. Special
train journeys are being or-
ganised to 15 religious desti-
nations.

The temple consecration
was led by Dr K.N. Narasim-
ha Adiga, chief priest of Kol-
lur Mookambika Temple.
Several leaders, including
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy
and C.T. Ravi, were present.

US VEDIC SCHOLAR DAVID FRAWLEY
MEETS CM YOGI ADITYANATH

LUCKNOW

Renowned Vedic scholar Dr.
David Frawley met Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath at
his official resi-
dence on Friday.
Though it was a
courtesy meet, the
renowned Vedic
scholar sought to
impress upon the
Chief Minister about

various advantages and merits
of Yoga and Ayurveda, in pur-
suance of a happy and healthy

life. The Chief Minister's of-
fice (CMO) shared a picture
of the meeting, in which the
duo discussed and deliberated
on various aspects of
Yoga, Ayurveda, and
Sanatan culture. Re-
nowned American
Vedic scholar Da-
vid Frawley met
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in Luc-
know and had a de-
tailed discussion on
Yoga, Ayurveda and Sanatan
culture, the CMO said in a
post on X.
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Youth Congress Protests Disrupt India AT Summit

NEW DELHI

Members of the Indian Youth Con-
gress staged a dramatic protest inside
Bharat Mandapam on Friday during
the India Al Impact Summit 2026,
raising slogans against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Central gov-
ernment over alleged unemployment,
inflation and concerns regarding the
reported India—US trade deal.
According to officials, several Youth
Congress workers removed their shirts
and shouted slogans such as PM is
compromised before security person-
nel intervened. Some protesters stood
topless in front of an India AT Summit
display board, clicking photographs

and attempting to draw attention to
their demonstration. The incident oc-
curred while the high-profile interna-
tional summit was underway, attended
by senior government officials, indus-
try leaders and foreign delegates. Se-
curity personnel deployed at the venue
quickly acted to prevent further dis-
ruption and escorted the demonstrators
out of the premises. The protesters
were detained and taken away to en-
sure that the event proceeded without
interruption. Authorities said it was
not immediately clear how the workers
managed to gain entry into the heavily
secured venue, where thousands of
participants, including international
guests, were present.

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C. Mis.No. 1117/2025

Petitioner: Sri. Chandrappa. K, S/o Late.
Hanumantharayappa, aged about 63 years, R/at
Kantanakunte Village, Mallathahalli Post, Kasaba Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District and others
/s-
Respondent Registrar of Birth and death, The
Taluk, D
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 of Registration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of the mother
of petitioner by name LATE. SUBBAMMA W/o LATE
HANUMANTHARAYAPPA who died on 16.11.1978 at
Kantanakunte Village, Kasaba Hobli, Mallathahalli Post,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 27/03/2026 In default this matter will be
heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on this
20/02/2026
By order of the Court, Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil
Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Muniraju. S.K, Advocate
No.3, $/G. Complex, 5th Main Road, Opposite to
Court, 4th Ward, Rojipura, D Town.

Mizoram Marks

Statehood, 3
Highlights

Strategic Growth

AIZAWL

Mizoram Governor
General (Dr) Vijay

2\ CHAMUNDESHWARI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, Project Suction, CESC, Mysuru-570017.
Ph: 9448499920, Email ID:gmproj@cescmysore.org Website: www.cescmysore.org

CESC/GM (Proj)/33KV Station/Tender-2025-26/ 37598

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION
(THROUGH KARNATAKA PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

Date: 20.02.2026

Chamundeshwari Electricity Supply Corporation Limited, invites Bids on electronic mode for
the following works against following enquiry numbers on Turnkey basis.

Kumar Singh (Retd)

Enquiry No./ Name of the work

on Friday under-
scored the state’s stra-

1) CESCI/GM (Proj)/33KV Station/Tender-2025-26/273 Dtd 19.02.2026

tegic importance
along India’s interna-

Establishing 2x5 MVA, 33/11kV GIS sub-station at K.Peraje Village in Madikeri Taluk, Kodagu District
along with construction of 33kV line.

tional borders with

2) CESC/GM (Proj)/33KV Station/Tender-2025-26/274 Dtd 19.02.2026

Myanmar and Ban-
gladesh, stating that

Establishing 2x5 MVA, 33/11kV GIS sub-station at Sampaje Village in Madikeri Taluk, Kodagu District
along with construction of 33kV line.

its unique location
strengthens the coun-
try’s Act East Policy
amid a rapidly evolv-
ing global landscape.

Addressing the peo-

ple on the occasion of
Statehood Day, the
Governor highlighted
key achievements that
have enhanced
Mizoram’s connectiv-
ity and economic
prospects. He noted

of the Bids.

submission is extended,

DIPR/MYSORE/1711/SSC/2025-26

The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only. The details regarding
participation in the e-tendering process can be obtained through e-procurement portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 20.02.2026 @ 17:00hrs.

For clarification contact help desk +91-8046010000, +91-8068948777 or e-mail address
support@eprochelpdesk.com
Last date & time for receipt of Bids is 06.03.2026 @ 17:00hrs. If due date for Bid
it will be intimated in the Karnataka Public Procurement
portal. Any details required in this regard can also be obtained from the office of the
undersigned during office hours.
All Corrigendum/Addendums shall be noticed by the bidders before the last date of submission

Sd/- General Manager (Project), Corporate Office, CESC, Mysuru

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

Office of the Commissioner for
%’ Transport and Road Safety,1st Floor, T.T.M.C. Building,
B.M.T.C. Complex, Shanthinagar, Bangalore

No.CT/F&B-3/PR-106/2025-26 Date: 19-02-2026

Bids are invited by Transport Department to Empanel
Original Equipment Manufacturers for Automated Testing
stations, in Transport Department, Government of
Karnataka. Bid documents shall be submitted through
Online in e-Procurement portal only. For more
details please log on to e-procurement website
kppp.karnataka.gov.in They may take assistance from
e-procurement help desk at +91-8046010000/
+91-8068948777 Last date for submission of Bids is:
16.03.2026. up to 5.00 P.M. For clarifications please
Contact 080-22235176.
Empanelment No.TD/2025-26/PREQUAL_TENDER _
NUMBER_3
Sd/-
For Commissioner for Transport

DIPR/CP/5787/MAA/2025-26 Bengaluru.

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(r&oww@ms%:bow KW 1&2 ©

daee%ozs QROD  FWOWORATOE, zsewsm; QYT WONY
2025-26 $¢ DOT F)TIGD ©ONTIITR ﬁém%ae TR0,
BeRT* TR, @oOWT® TR, B3T0R D[IF D TR0, I JWIE D
FOOM0, BLF ARET TOTMWO, .2, 8.8 FEDTD VITRRZHTD,
RV PANIR ToPY NIRRT DT ©[IF  AWTDNNII),
BEBRT  TowoTwO, RN BTHIOT S TS ATWITVRD
TRWI 3T BTYH TIMRONET e, B8 8w 1 279.31 ©BNY
B, 24 TSOWONIR HOBWT TFWHWOD, A-TIRT RO
tade Tpewrs  [ROIT DF odeedd TGHS0HY
FOMRONIR Spedpemodeen QURaloRyY BTNV BTE
TERTTOOT 0BT STYABPNT. V-TBRI WO B AL
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.inzweos ©#03c ZORID.

B-TBRT IO TETOTT OB Y, FYKL ded HT90s: (As
per KPPP Portal 30t300a331) om0 3dcins Omw03: (As per KPPP
Portal) 38233 =TRemeN YTHeID T0083 ToB0DT, FOTF SRZYTD.
Reo/— Teo/—
BSROTIRTONS ms:%am

3. ) =
YOI, BTG, o ma SIS mTaran02s—2e  DOAE: DIRTEY

BIFEIT RFOFT Snedneodeen Quosd

TOODFTOVT BWPORNO3THT B3¢0, BrcdpcIodecn
QERE3, TOREINT NN, TWO=LINT.

Teus Bo: waF E-41/29-1/2025-26/3551 QF08:-20.02.2026

R

QTR : HOBT WV DEBTW TFWH =[IRED urj\
QOGeD: Fded BOBTT JFWE A“oajé : T /GO /0.0F°.85-41 /o
1/2025-26/ &T003: 05.02.2026.

33 B28eD @6&3% ?503323: DAFTL-41/2025-26 &Z008 05.02.20263
TILBOPYT 3.0.4 WBY T TWMOONY DOT0INGD), 0083
F0ENYOT 8 FPNTOT SNOTBAWRNG. BT Q[OMER, 83 FEJeOOD
BORT 56%303302 (BTwoed : 08192 234951, 231530) ©wT=0 &
A https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in 39 ZTFoIHZO

3.30 43 3.30 63

TOTMON TOTMON
[Slel=tod uﬁ QOB /0% | 21.02.2026 T |26.02.2026 o2l
TR %@3033 QZ00F 4.00 noednt 4.00 nRogdrt
[Slel=tod /-;\Seﬁbr\)w BRJOD 02.03.2026 =m0 [05.03.2026 =m0
[aIplel-I 4.00 noednt 4.00 rogdnt
mo:%ﬁ ms*mﬂaﬁac\ 33030 03.03.2026 =m0 [06.03.2026 =0
QOTOT ¢ 430 noednt 4.30 noedn

23 ATONYR, ATO FP00D BOXT Sedohy (TR : 08192
234951, 231530) @@ [ A https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
59 BEORWRD.
WADA/BNW/T63/
FATTR0ARN/2025-26

B/~ TIORFTOOT WPOHOIT,
BredeeIodecn VRS QPN TSRS

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA FOREST DEPARTMENT
Deputy Director, Adumalleshwara Mini Zoo /
Assistant Conservator of forest office,
Chitradurga Sub Division, , Chitradurga,

VP Extension, JCR Road, Chitradurga-577 501
Office E-mail ID:acf.cta@gmail.com Office Pho: 08194-230402
No:DD/AMZ/e-tender/OST/2025-26Date:16-02-2026

Short term e-Tender

It is hereby notified for the general information of the public
that, the Deputy Director & Assistant Conservator of Forests
Adumalleshwara Mini Zoo, Chitradurga, a unit of Zoo Authority
of Karnataka herein after referred to Tender Inviting Authority,
has invited e-Tender for Outsourcing the staff for a period of
one year from the date of agreement. For details of tender
conditions and for online submission of tender log on to E-
procurement portal of Karnataka Government https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in and select the Department: Zoo
Authority of Karnataka. Tender Cost Rs.68.90lakshs
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:- Last date and time for Uploading bid
documents in e-procurement portal (https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in) up to 4.30 P.M 26.02.2026 up to 4.30 P.M
Last date and time for opening technical bid in the Office of the
Executive Director, Adumalleshwara Mini Zoo, Chitradurga &
Deputy Conservator of Forests Chitradurga division,
Chitradurga. 28.02.2026 at 11.30 AM
Last date and time for opening financial bid in the Office of the
Executive Director, Adumalleshwara Mini Zoo, Chitradurga &
Deputy Conservator of Forests Chitradurga division,
Chitradurga. 28.02.2026 at 11.31 AM
Sd/-Deputy Director, Adumalleshwara
Mini Zoo / Assistant Conservator of
forest office, Chitradurga Sub Division.

RO.N0.686:DIPR/CTA/
KSMCA/2025-26

that on September 13.

X X X MANGALURU
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BJP workers are
among people: Nitin
Nabinw

Ahmedabad
Taking a swipe at the op-
position, Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) President Ni-

tin Nabin on Friday said
party workers remain
constantly among the
people and remarked that
there are part-time politi-
cians who appear only
during elections. Nabin is
on a three-day visit to Gu-
jarat after assuming office
as the BJP National Presi-
dent. Speaking at a felici-
tation programme organ-
ised at Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel International
Airport, Nabin said, BJP
workers are constantly
among the people,
whereas some parties
have part-time politicians
who appear only during
elections. He urged party
workers to remain contin-
uously engaged with citi-
zens and to treat public
service as their primary
responsibility.

Kerala Cabinet clears
IT policy aiming for 5
lakh jobs

Thiruvananthapuram
The Kerala Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, on Friday
approved the state’s In-
formation Technology
Policy 2026, laying out an
ambitious roadmap to
position Kerala as a lead-
ing knowledge and inno-
vation hub in India over
the next five years. At the
centre of the policy is a
target to secure at least
10 per cent of India’s total
IT export share and gen-
erate a minimum of five
lakh new jobs across the
IT sector and allied indus-
tries, according to official
sources. The government
also aims to significantly
expand IT infrastructure
capacity, with a focus on
tripling existing capacity
through private sector
participation and decen-
tralised growth across
emerging urban and
semi-urban centres.

Govt likely to
discontinue cash
paymentsat NH

New Delhi
The government on Fri-
day said that the NHAl is
contemplating to com-
pletely discontinue cash
transactions at the Na-
tional Highway fee plazas
across the country from
April 1,2026. The move
will develop a fully digital
National Highway tolling
ecosystem. Post imple-
mentation, all toll pay-
ments at National High-
way fee plazas will be
processed exclusively
through digital modes us-
ing FASTag or Unified
Payments Interface (UPI).
According to the Ministry
of Road Transport and
Highways, the proposed
measure is aimed at con-
solidating the gains
achieved in Electronic Toll
Collection and strength-
ening the efficiency and
reliability of National
Highway fee plaza opera-
tions.

HARYANA REPLACES RED |

TAPE WITH RED CARPET

Governor highlights reforms, exports growth in Budget session address at Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH

Haryana Governor Ashim Ku-
mar Ghosh on Friday said the
state government has replaced
red tape with a welcoming red
carpet approach to transform
Haryana into one of India’s
most trusted investment des-
tinations. He made these re-
marks during his customary
address on the opening day of
the Budget session of the state
Assembly in the capital.
Dressed in traditional West
Bengal attire, Governor
Ghosh began his speech by
invoking Vande Mataram,
calling it the call of India’s
soul. He said the spirit of
Vande Mataram is deeply in-
grained in the country’s cul-
ture and reflected in its folk

traditions.

Highlighting the state’s re-
form-driven governance mod-
el, the Governor said policy
clarity, strong infrastructure
and business-friendly initia-
tives have significantly boost-
ed investor confidence. He
noted that Haryana secured
the prestigious “Top Achiever’
status in the Business Re-
forms Action Plan rankings
released by the Government
of India in November last
year. The state achieved an
impressive score of 99.50 per
cent by implementing 400
challenging reforms.

He emphasized that Hary-
ana is now firmly positioned
as a preferred hub for both
global and domestic investors.
With its investor-friendly pol-
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icies, Haryana is gradually
emerging as a trusted invest-
ment destination. The state’s
strategic location, strong in-
frastructure and public policy
clarity have strengthened in-
vestor confidence. By adopt-
ing ease-of-doing business as

a core work culture, the gov-

ernment has succeeded in at-
tracting new investments and
generating more employment
opportunities, he said. Governor
Ghosh added that in the evolv-
ing global economic landscape,
Haryana is emerging as a key

destination for investors. He !
pointed out that as global supply

chains continue to shift, the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR)
area of the state is developing
into a major logistics hub, fur-
ther enhancing its economic
prospects. Citing export perfor-
mance, the Governor said that in

2023-24, Haryana’s total ex- :
ports reached a historic high of !
Rs 2.75 lakh crore. He further :

stated that in 2024-25, merchan-
dise exports from the state
touched Rs 1,61,707 crore.

Special operation targets organised fraud network in North Chotanagpur region.

J harkhzmd Police Arreét 57 In
Cybercrime Crackdown

RANCHI

In a major crackdown on cy-
bercrime, Jharkhand Police
arrested 57 accused during a
special operation conducted
across the North Chotanagpur
region, officials said on Fri-
day. The coordinated action
was carried out on the direc-
tions of Inspector General
Sunil Bhaskar, with simulta-
neous raids in multiple dis-
tricts.

The operation primarily tar-
geted suspicious mobile num-
bers flagged through the po-
lice department’s Pratibimba
app, a technical tool used to
track and verify numbers
linked to cyber fraud activi-
ties. Authorities said that be-
tween October 1, 2025, and
February 16, 2026, a total of
15 cybercrime cases were reg-
istered following verification
and investigation of these
flagged numbers.

Preliminary investigations
revealed that the arrested in-
dividuals were allegedly in-
volved in a range of fraudu-
lent activities. These included
making phone calls while
impersonating government
officials, banking representa-

tives or law enforcement per-
sonnel, as well as committing
ATM-related fraud, OTP-
based scams and online trans-
action fraud.

Police officials indicated
that several of the accused
were part of an organised cy-
ber fraud network operating
across different districts of the
region.

During the extensive raids,
law enforcement agencies re-
covered a large quantity of
electronic devices, banking
instruments and incriminating
documents. The seized items
included 132 mobile phones,
168 SIM cards, 31 ATM
cards, seven bank passbooks
and three bank cheque books.

Additionally, 23 registers and
notebooks containing transac-
tion records were confiscated,
along with WhatsApp chat data
allegedly used to coordinate
fraudulent activities.

Police also recovered Rs
4.67 lakh in cash from the ac-

cused during the operation. In- :
vestigators found that some :

members of the network had
opened and operated bank ac-
counts and procured SIM cards
using forged documents or

identity papers belonging to :
¢ preme Court’s Division |
Bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant and Justice

other individuals.

Among the recovered identi-
ty documents were three Aad-
haar cards, eight PAN cards,
one labour card, one voter ID
card and one driving licence.

Congress opened borders for

Bangladeshis: HM Amit Shah

GUWAHATI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday launched a
scathing attack on the Con-
gress, alleging that they opened
the borders to facilitate the in-
flux of Bangladeshi nationals
into India during their years in
power. Addressing a gathering
at Nathanpur area of Assam’s
Cachar district, Shah asserted
that every illegal Bangladeshi
who entered the country under
Congress rule would be identi-
fied and deported.

The Congress government
allowed unchecked infiltration
by opening the borders for
Bangladeshis. I want to assure
the people of Assam that those

SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment on Friday announced
the expansion of the Indira
Gandhi Sukh Shiksha Yojna,
extending financial assistance
to daughters of widows pursu-
ing higher education both
within and outside the state.
The move aims to strengthen
educational access and reduce
financial burdens for vulnera-
ble families.

The scheme, designed to
provide comprehensive sup-
port in education, health and
nutrition to children of wid-

ows, destitute or divorced
women and disabled parents,
has been amended to benefit
eligible daughters up to 27
years of age for higher educa-
tion. Earlier, the financial as-

who entered the country ille-
gally during Congress rule will
be sent back, Shah said, draw-
ing loud applause from the
crowd.

He accused the opposition
party of compromising national
security for vote-bank politics
and ignoring the concerns of
border states like Assam.

The Home Minister said the
BJP-led government at the
Centre is committed to protect-
ing India’s borders and safe-
guarding the cultural and de-
mographic identity of the
northeastern states.

He added that strict measures
have already been put in place
to strengthen border manage-
ment and curb illegal migra-

Himachal Expands Educatwn Ald For Widows’ Daughters

sistance was largely focused
on children up to 18 years of
age.

Under the revised provi-
sions, beneficiaries enrolled
in professional courses at

tion. During his visit, Shah also
inaugurated the second phase
of the Vibrant Villages Pro-

gramme (VVP-2) at Nathanpur !
in the Cachar district, located

along the India-Bangladesh
border. The programme aims to
accelerate the development of
border villages by providing

infrastructure, connectivity, :
livelihood opportunities and

access to essential services,
thereby improving the quality
of life of residents and discour-
aging migration.

Shah said the Vibrant Villag-
es Programme reflects Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of transforming India’s
border villages into thriving
centres of development.

NIA approaches
Calcutta HC,
accuses Bengal
Police of non-

~cooperation
E KOLKATA

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday ap-
proached the Calcutta High

- Court seeking its intervention

in directing the West Bengal
Police to submit the case dia-
ry of last month's violence at

Beldanga in minority-domi- :
nated Murshidabad district to

the central agency officials
probing the matter.

In its petition, the NIA
counsel had argued that the
state police was refusing to
hand over the case diary in
the matter despite the Su-

Joymalya Bagchi last month,
refusing to entertain the plea

. of the state government op-
¢ posing the NIA probe in the

matter.
The Calcutta High Court

had admitted the petition, and :
the matter is likely to come up
i block of Kishanganj,

for hearing on February 24.
To recall, violence broke
out at Beldanga last month
over a rumour of the murder
of a local migrant worker
from the area in neighbouring
Jharkhand, which the
Jharkhand Police totally dis-

missed and termed the death :
of the migrant worker as sui-
¢ dent of Jagdishpur Tiyari un-

cide.

Thereafter, the Leader of
Opposition in the West Ben-
gal Assembly filed a petition
at the Calcutta High Court
seeking an NIA probe into the
matter.

After the Calcutta High :
Court gave freedom to the
Union Home Ministry to take

a decision in the matter, the
ministry gave a go-ahead to
the NIA, and central agency
officials started the investiga-

i tion.

government-run institutions
outside Himachal Pradesh
will be eligible to receive fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 3,000
per month for up to 10
months. This support is in-
tended to cover rent or paying
guest accommodation expens-
es in situations where govern-
ment hostel facilities are un-
available.

The expanded scheme cov-
ers a wide range of profes-
sional courses, including en-
gineering and technology,
business and management,
medical and allied health sci-
ences, law, computer applica-

tions and IT certifications,
education and humanities pro-
grammes under the State
Council for Vocational Train-

ing (SCVT), and courses of-
fered by the Central Institute

of Petrochemicals Engineer-
ing and Technology.

At present, the scheme pro-
vides monthly financial assis-
tance to children of eligible
women and disabled parents
up to the age of 18. It also

covers tuition fees, hostel !
charges and other related ed-
ucational expenses for stu- :

dents enrolled in government
institutions within the state.

INDIA - BRAZIL

India, Brazil
Deepen Agricultural
Cooperation Dialogue

NEW DELHI

India’s Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Friday
held detailed discussions with
Brazil’s Agriculture and Live-
stock Minister Carlos Favaro
and Minister of Agrarian De-
velopment and Family Agri-
culture Luiz Paulo Teixeira
Ferreira at Krishi Bhawan in
New Delhi. The meeting fo-
cused on reviewing the status
of ongoing bilateral coopera-
tion and identifying new ave-

¢ nues for partnership in agri-
. culture and allied sectors.

During the talks, Minister

E Chouhan underscored the

deep-rooted and friendly ties
between India and Brazil, an-
chored in shared democratic
values and strengthened
through regular high-level en-
gagements. He referred to the

© recent visit of Prime Minister
. Narendra Modi to Brazil
¢ during the 2025 BRICS Sum-

mit, describing it as a signifi-
cant milestone in reinforcing
bilateral cooperation across
sectors, including agriculture.

Chouhan also appreciated
Brazil’s participation in the

¢ India Al Impact Summit,
. terming it an important step
i towards enhancing technolog-

ical collaboration. He empha-
sized that emerging technolo-
gies, digital agriculture, and
innovation-driven farming
practices offer immense scope
for mutual benefit. Luiz Paulo
Teixeira Ferreira highlighted
the importance of strengthen-
ing cooperation in agriculture
and allied activities, noting

Ministers discuss future
collaboration at Krishi
Bhawan meeting Friday.

that there are several promis-
ing areas where both coun-
tries can collaborate. He sug-
gested that these areas could
be taken up for more detailed
discussions in the near future
to translate intent into con-
crete action. Carlos Favaro
lauded India’s advancements
and innovations in bio-inputs,
pointing out that sustainable
agricultural practices and
eco-friendly inputs present a
vital area for future coopera-
tion. He noted that knowledge
exchange and joint initiatives
in this field could yield signif-
icant gains for farmers in both
countries. The two sides re-
viewed ongoing collabora-
tions and explored potential
new partnerships, agreeing to
further deepen cooperation in
research, trade, sustainable
agriculture, and rural develop-
ment. Minister Chouhan ex-
tended an invitation to his
Brazilian counterparts to par-
ticipate in the forthcoming
BRICS Agriculture Ministers’
Meeting.

The Brazilian delegation
included senior officials such
as Wilson Gambogi Pingeiro
Taques, Chief of Cabinet; Ro-
berto Carlos Papa, Agricultur-
al Attache at the Embassy of
Brazil; Luiz Renato de Alca-
ntara Rua, Secretary at the
Secretariat of Commerce and
International Relations
(MAPA); and Mauricio Po-
lidoro, International Advisor.

DPO arrested for taking Rs
50,000 bribe in Kishanganj

PATNA

The Special Vigilance Unit
(SVU) of Bihar has carried
out another major action
against corruption in the state.
On Friday, SVU officials ar-
rested Anita Kumari, District
Program Officer (DPO—
ICDS) posted in Thakurganj

red-handed while accepting a
bribe of Rs 50,000.
According to officials, the
accused officer had allegedly
demanded a large sum of
money by threatening disci-
plinary action. The com-
plainant, Nagendra Kumar,
son of Rajdev Sah and a resi-

der Noorsarai police station
area in Nalanda, lodged a
written complaint at the SVU
office in Patna.

Based on the complaint, the
vigilance team verified the
allegations and laid a trap.
During the operation, Anita
Kumari was caught red-hand-
ed while accepting Rs 50,000
as bribe money. The com-
plainant alleged that the DPO
had threatened to suspend him
by preparing a charge sheet
and demanded a bribe of Rs

5 10 lakh to avoid the action.

After negotiation, the deal

was allegedly fixed at Rs
50,000, at which point the
SVU team moved in and ar-
rested the officer. The SVU
has registered Case No.
08/2026 under Section 7 of
the Prevention of Corruption
Act.

The arrested officer will be
produced before the Vigilance
Court in Patna on Saturday.
Further legal proceedings in
the case are currently under-
way. The SVU took decisive
action against corruption by
arresting Junior Engineer
Aman Kumar, posted in Sa-
hibganj under Muzaffarpur
district, while he was alleged-
ly accepting a bribe of Rs

,000.
As per the pre-planned op-
eration, the complainant
handed over Rs 9,000 as the
first instalment of the de-
manded bribe to the accused
engineer.

ED attaches land worth ¥5.13 crore
in money laundering probe

INDORE

The Directorate of Enforcement
(ED), Indore Sub-Zonal Office,
has provisionally attached an
immovable property a parcel of
land valued at %5.13 crore in the
name of Neeta Shahra, wife of
Umesh Shahra, under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002. The attach-
ment order was issued on Feb-
ruary 17, 2026, the investigation
agency said in a press state-
ment. The action forms part of
an ongoing investigation into

M/s Ruchi Global Ltd. (now re-
named M/s Agrotrade Enterpris-
es Ltd.), a company promoted
by the late Kailash Chandra
Shahra and Umesh Shahra. The
ED probe stems from a First In-
formation Report (FIR) regis-
tered by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), AC-1V,
Vyapam, Bhopal, against the
company and its associates un-
der Sections 13(2) and 13(1)(d)
of the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, and Section 120-B
read with Section 420 of the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860, it said.
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43 newly-elected
MPs face murder
charges

Dhaka
As many as 43 Members
of Parliament (MPs)
elected in the 13th Na-
tional Parliamentary Elec-
tion held in Bangladesh
last week face murder
charges under Section
302, the local media re-
ported citing data re-
leased by a leading civic
organisation of the coun-
try. According to Shu-
shashoner Jonno Nagorik,
also known as Shujan, 42
MPs faced such cases
previously and 12 have
both past and present
cases, Bangladesh’s ‘Daily
Star’ reported on Friday. It
mentioned that among
major parties, MPs from
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) - which regis-
tered a massive win in the
elections - have the high-
est share of current cases
at 50.24 per cent. Radical
Jamaat-e-Islami, the sec-
ond-largest party, follows
BNP at the second posi-
tion at 47.07 per cent.

North Korea opens rare
party congress with
leaderKim

Seoul
North Korea has kicked
off a rare party congress,
state media said Friday,
as leader Kim Jong-un
touted economic achieve-
ments at the country’s
biggest political event in
five years that would set
major policy directions on
defence and the econo-
my. The Ninth Congress
of the ruling Workers’ Par-
ty of Korea (WPK)
opened with splendor in
Pyongyang, the capital
city of the revolution, the
previous day, news agen-
cy reported quoting Kore-
an Central News Agency
(KCNA). Typically running
several days, the congress
sets state policy goals for
the next five years on the
economy, defence and di-
plomacy, and makes ma-
jor personnel decisions.

TRUMP SETS DEADLINE
AMID RISING IRAN TENSIONS

President Trump demands nuclear deal within days, warns Iran of consequences

WASHINGTON

Amid escalating tensions in
the Middle East, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump issued a
stark warning to Iran, insisting
that Tehran must reach a deal
over its nuclear program with-
in 10 to 15 days or face severe
consequences. The remarks
come as the United States con-
tinues a significant military
buildup in the region, raising
fears of a broader conflict.
Speaking during the inau-
gural meeting of his Board of
Peace in Washington, Trump
said negotiations aimed at
ending the prolonged standoff
with Iran were progressing
positively. However, he
stressed that any agreement

must be meaningful and ad-
dress key concerns surround-
ing Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
Otherwise bad things happen,
Trump cautioned, reiterating
his administration’s readiness
to act if diplomacy fails.

The President referenced
U.S. airstrikes carried out in
June, asserting that Iran’s nu-
clear capabilities had been
decimated. He added that
while the recent military ac-
tions had significantly weak-
ened Tehran’s potential, fur-
ther steps could still be taken
if necessary. We may have to
take it a step further or we
may not, he said, leaving
open the possibility of addi-
tional military measures.

Pressed for a clearer time-

line, Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One that
Iran would likely have a max-
imum of 10 to 15 days to re-
spond. You’ll be finding out
over the next probably 10
days, he said, suggesting that
the deadline would provide
sufficient time for Iranian au-
thorities to finalize their posi-

tion.

Iran, in response to Wash-
ington’s warnings, threatened
retaliation against U.S. mili-
tary bases in the region if at-
tacked. The exchange of
threats has intensified con-
cerns among international ob-
servers that miscalculation or
provocation could trigger a
wider confrontation.

While Trump declined to
elaborate on specific conse-
quences, he repeated that Iran
would have to make a deal
one way or another. Diplo-
matic channels remain open,
but with a firm deadline now
set, the coming days are ex-
pected to be critical in deter-
mining whether negotiations
can avert further escalation.

Iran warns of
‘decisive’ response
if subjected to
military aggression
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UNITED NATIONS

Iran will respond decisively
and proportionately to any
military aggression, exercis-
ing its right to self-defence
under the UN Charter, its UN
ambassador Amir Saeid Ira-
vani said in a letter to the sec-
retary-general and the presi-
dent of the Security Council.
Citing US President Donald
Trump's recent remarks on
Diego Garcia, Iravani wrote:
In such circumstances, all
bases, facilities, and assets of
the hostile force in the region
would constitute legitimate
targets in the context of Iran's
defensive response. The Unit-
ed States would bear full and
direct responsibility for any
unpredictable and uncon-
trolled consequences.

Europe’s Top Five Plan Joint Drone Push

PARIS

Europe’s five largest military
powers—France, Germany,
Italy, Poland and United
Kingdom—yplan to jointly in-
vest in autonomous military
drones, reflecting lessons
from Russia’s war in Ukraine
and concerns over the United
States’ long-term commitment
to NATO.

A draft document, dis-
cussed at a meeting in Kra-
kow, outlines cooperation in
developing interceptor and
surveillance drones that offer
a cheaper alternative to costly
air-defence missiles.
Ukrainian battlefield experi-
ence has shown how low-cost

unmanned systems can count-
er advanced weapons and
strengthen air protection. The
proposal also calls for a major
expansion of Europe’s de-
fence industrial base, faster
research in advanced technol-
ogies and higher production
capacity.

Ministers are expected to
back European Union mea-
sures allowing greater fiscal
flexibility for defence
spending and new lending
tools to support large invest-
ments. As geopolitical un-
certainty grows, the initia-
tive signals a push for stron-
ger strategic autonomy and
reduced reliance on external
security.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

4 5 9 2 1 7

8 7 4
2 7 4 5 9 6

2 9 6
1 6 3 8 4 9

4 5 2
8 1 5 3 6 2

3 6 1
6 4 2 7 8 3
9 6 7 5 3 1 2 4 8
8 2 5|ofa |6|1]|3]7 Flll a9x9 gl‘ld Wlth
slafalsl7]2|6]s]e numbers so that
1ls|ef2lofal7]e]s each row, column
7lelef1]s s]|als 2 and 3x3 section
a3 2]|7]6 8[o|1]5s contain all of the
6o 3|al2s[s|7]1 digits between
2|als8]|3 175|966 1 and 9.
5 7 1 6 8 9 3 2 4
Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle
X XX ) L X X X

Former president defends martial law decree
despite court conviction and backlash

YOON APOLOGISES AFTER
LIFE SENTENCE VERDICT

SEOUL

Former South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol on Friday
issued a public apology fol-
lowing his life sentence for
masterminding what the court
described as an insurrection
tied to his brief declaration of
martial law in December
2024. The statement, released
through his legal team, came
a day after the Seoul Central
District Court handed down
the landmark ruling.

Yoon acknowledged the
frustration and hardship
caused to citizens by his deci-
sion to impose martial law but
maintained that his actions
were driven by what he called
sincere intentions to protect
the nation. While expressing
regret for the turmoil, he
stood firmly behind what he
described as the purpose and
necessity of the decree.

The court found that Yoon
had orchestrated an unconsti-

tutional attempt to undermine
democratic order, leading to
widespread political unrest
and legal proceedings that
culminated in Thursday’s ver-
dict. However, Yoon dis-
missed the ruling as political-
ly motivated, calling it prede-
termined and accusing his
opponents of using the judi-
ciary to retaliate against him.

Forces that seek to smear a
decision made to save the na-
tion as an ‘insurrection’ and to
use it beyond political attacks
as an opportunity to purge and
eliminate their opponents will
only grow more rampant go-

ing forward, Yoon said in the
statement. He argued that the
case against him was not
merely a legal matter but part
of a broader political cam-
paign to discredit and silence
him.

The former president also
cast doubt on the fairness of
any potential appeal, ques-
tioning whether judicial inde-
pendence could be guaranteed
in what he described as a
compromised legal environ-
ment. Despite his conviction,
Yoon urged his supporters to
remain united and resilient,
calling on them to unite and
rise in the face of what he
framed as injustice.

The case marks one of the
most dramatic chapters in
South Korea’s recent political
history, underscoring deep di-
visions within the country and
raising broader questions
about accountability, gover-
nance, and the resilience of
democratic institutions.

Venezuela Passes Limited Amnesty
Law Amid Rights Group Criticism

VENEZUELA

Venezuela’s ruling party-con-
trolled legislature passed a lim-
ited amnesty bill aimed at re-
leasing a number of prisoners
arrested for political reasons,
but human rights organisations
and opposition figures argue it
fails to deliver broad relief for
hundreds still detained.

The amnesty law, approved
after a second debate in the
National Assembly chaired by
Jorge Rodriguez and signed by
interim President Delcy Rodri-
guez, provides amnesty for
individuals involved in politi-
cal protests and violent actions
over a series of years — from
the brief 2002 coup attempt to
demonstrations and elections
in multiple years up to 2025.
However, some major catego-
ries are excluded: those con-
victed of military rebellion,

serious crimes such as murder
or corruption, and individuals
accused of promoting armed
actions against the Venezuelan
state are not eligible.

Rights groups, including
Foro Penal, welcomed the ges-
ture cautiously but criticised
the law’s limitations, saying it
leaves many political prisoners
behind and lacks clarity on el-
igible offences. They also note
that the law does not restore
revoked political rights or lift
sanctions against media out-
lets, while requiring applicants
who are abroad to appear in
person in Venezuela to com-
plete the process, a significant
hurdle for exiled activists.

The law’s passage comes
amid Venezuela’s broader po-
litical shift after the U.S. gov-
ernment’s intervention in Jan-
uary, which led to the capture
of former president Nicolas

KYIV

Sixty-five-year-old Halyna
Popriadukhina has fled her
home three times as Russian
forces advanced deeper into
eastern Ukraine during nearly
four years of relentless war.
Now exhausted and uncertain
of the future, she says she no
longer knows where she could
run if the fighting reaches her
again.

I’m afraid there’s nowhere
else to escape, Popriadukhina
said, her voice heavy with fa-
tigue and grief. One of her
sons is missing in action,
while another is believed to
be held by Russian forces.
Her personal tragedy reflects

the broader humanitarian cri-
sis unfolding across Ukraine
as the conflict grinds into its
fifth year next week.

Nearly four million people
remain displaced within

Maduro and a push toward
normalising relations between
Caracas and Washington. In
that context, Delcy Rodriguez
has already released hundreds
of detainees that rights groups
consider political prisoners,
though the government contin-
ues to deny that politically mo-
tivated detentions occurred,
insisting those jailed commit-
ted criminal offences.

Families of prisoners and
advocacy groups have staged
protests and hunger strikes to
press for more extensive re-
leases, highlighting deep frus-
tration with the law’s restric-
tions and pace of implementa-
tion. Estimates suggest that
hundreds more remain in de-
tention, and critics argue that
true reconciliation will require
more comprehensive legal re-
form and respect for human
rights.

No End to
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Displaced Ukrainians Fear

Ukraine, according to official
estimates, while more than
five million others have
sought refuge across Europe.
Many fear they may never re-
turn to their homes or reunite

PM Sanae Takaichi
Warns of Chinese
Coercion Theat

TOKYO

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi on Friday
warned of increasing Chinese
coercion in her first post-elec-
tion address to parliament,
pledging sweeping reforms to
Japan’s defence strategy and
national security framework.
Fresh from a commanding
lower house election victory
that solidified her coalition’s
power, Takaichi outlined a ro-
bust agenda aimed at counter-
ing what she described as
mounting economic and mili-
tary pressure from China and
its regional partners.

Takaichi’s four-month ten-
ure has already been marked
by heightened diplomatic ten-
sions with Beijing. The dis-
pute escalated after she stated
that Japan could use military
force to respond to any attack
on Taiwan that also posed a
threat to Japanese territory.
Her remarks drew sharp criti-
cism from China and under-
scored Tokyo’s growing con-
cerns over regional stability.

Addressing lawmakers,
Takaichi said Japan faces its
most challenging security en-
vironment since World War
Two. She cited China’s ex-
panding military operations in
the region, its deepening se-
curity ties with Russia, and
North Korea’s advancing nu-
clear missile capabilities as
key threats requiring urgent
attention. According to the
Prime Minister, these devel-
opments demand a compre-
hensive reassessment of Ja-
pan’s defence posture.

With her ruling coalition
now controlling more than
two-thirds of seats in the low-
er house, Takaichi enjoys

Prime Minister vows
defence overhaul after
landslide election
victory in parliament

strong legislative backing and
faces limited political resis-
tance in pushing forward her
agenda. She announced that
the government would revise
Japan’s three core security
documents later this year, lay-
ing the foundation for a new
defence strategy designed to
strengthen deterrence and pre-
paredness.

In addition, Takaichi said
Japan would accelerate a re-
view of its military export
regulations. Easing restric-
tions on defence exports, she
argued, would allow Japanese
firms to expand overseas
sales, bolster domestic de-
fence industries, and enhance
supply chain resilience for
critical materials and technol-
ogies.

The Prime Minister also
emphasized the need to rein-
force strategic supply chains
to reduce economic vulnera-
bilities and safeguard national
interests. As regional tensions
continue to rise, Takaichi sig-
naled that Japan is prepared to
adopt a more assertive securi-
ty policy to protect its sover-
eignty and contribute to re-
gional stability.

Duterte to Skip ICC
Pre-Trial Hearings

MALINA

Former Philippine president
Rodrigo Duterte will not attend
pre-trial hearings next week in
his alleged crimes against hu-
manity case at the International
Criminal Court (ICC), the
court announced on Friday.
Judges approved a request
from his defence team to
waive his right to be present,
though they described the rea-
sons cited for his absence as
speculative.

Duterte’s lawyers had argued
that the 80-year-old former
leader is experiencing cogni-
tive decline that would make it
difficult for him to participate
effectively in the proceedings.
However, judges at the Hague-
based court previously ruled
that Duterte was fit to stand
trial. Independent medical ex-
perts had concluded that he
was capable of understanding
the charges against him and
could meaningfully engage in
his defence.

Despite those findings, the
court agreed to allow Duterte
to remain absent from the up-
coming pre-trial hearings,
marking a significant proce-
dural development in the
high-profile case. The decision
underscores the balance the
ICC seeks to maintain between
safeguarding defendants’ rights

and ensuring the judicial pro-
cess moves forward efficiently.

Duterte, who served as pres-
ident of the Philippines from
2016 to 2022, was arrested last
March and transferred to The
Hague to face charges linked
to his controversial anti-drug
campaign. According to ICC
prosecutors, he allegedly creat-
ed, funded, and armed so-
called death squads during his
administration’s war on drugs.
Thousands of suspected nar-
cotics dealers and users were
killed in operations that drew
widespread international con-
demnation.

Prosecutors contend that the
campaign amounted to crimes
against humanity, citing sys-
tematic and widespread kill-
ings. Duterte has consistently
denied wrongdoing, maintain-
ing that he instructed police to
use lethal force only in self-de-
fence. He has repeatedly de-
fended his anti-drug crack-
down as necessary to combat
criminality and protect public
safety. The upcoming hearings
are expected to address proce-
dural matters and outline the
next stages of the case. As pro-
ceedings continue, the trial is
likely to draw significant glob-
al attention, given Duterte’s
polarizing legacy and the
broader implications for inter-
national accountability.

with loved ones separated by
the war. Entire communities
have been uprooted, with
towns reduced to rubble and
families scattered across bor-
ders.

At the center of ongoing
U.S.-backed peace talks lies
the fate of Donbas, Ukraine’s
heavily industrialized eastern
region comprising Donetsk
and Luhansk. Control of this
territory has become a deci-
sive issue in negotiations
aimed at ending Europe’s
largest conflict since World
War Two.

Russia is demanding that
Kyiv cede the remaining 20
percent of Donetsk province
that Moscow has not yet been

War

able to capture militarily.
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy has firmly re-
jected the proposal, despite
acknowledging that U.S. me-
diators suggested privately
that such a concession might
be sufficient to secure peace.

For displaced civilians like
Popriadukhina, diplomatic ne-
gotiations offer a glimmer of
hope, yet also deepen anxiety
about what compromises
might mean for their home-
land. As world powers debate
borders and security guaran-
tees, millions of Ukrainians
continue to endure uncertain-
ty, loss, and the daily fear that
the war may claim even more
of what they hold dear.
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Love All, Serve All: The Spiritual Evolution of a Healed Consciousness

PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

Humanity often speaks of love as
a virtue and service as a moral re-
sponsibility. Yet very rarely do we
ask a deeper question: From where
does our love arise?

Is it born from wholeness — or
from unhealed wounds?

When consciousness is clut-
tered with unresolved pain,
love becomes conditional. Ser-
vice becomes transactional.
Kindness depends on how we
are treated. We love those who
affirm us, we serve those who
reciprocate, and we withdraw
when we feel threatened. What
we call love is often a subtle
negotiation rooted in fear, inse-
curity, or survival.

The journey of inner cleansing
changes this entirely.

As awareness deepens, we begin to
recognise that much of our emo-
tional reactivity was shaped long
before the present moment. The
anger we carried was once fear. The
jealousy was once insecurity. The
need for control was once an at-
tempt to feel safe. These patterns
were not flaws — they were protec-
tion mechanisms formed in child-
hood, reinforced by experience, and
stored in the subconscious.

But when we courageously ex-
amine these patterns, something
transformative occurs. Judgment
softens. We begin to see that just
as we acted from conditioning, so
does everyone else. The one who
hurt us may be living from inher-
ited pain. The one who disappoints

us may be shaped by invisible
struggles. The one who triggers us
may be reflecting something with-
in us that is still asking to be
healed.

Cleansing consciousness dis-
solves the illusion of separation.
This is where the principle “Love
All, Serve All” finds its true mean-
ing. It is not a slogan of passive
goodness, nor a call to self-sacri-
fice. It is the natural expression of
a healed mind.

When wounds are unexamined,
love is selective. When fear dom-
inates, service feels exhausting.
When identity is rigid, humanity
appears divided. But as the ego
softens and subconscious condi-
tioning loosens its grip, love be-
comes less about possession and

more about presence. Service be-
comes less about obligation and
more about contribution.

To love all does not mean toler-
ating harm. To serve all does not
mean abandoning boundaries.
Rather, it means acting from
wholeness instead of wounded-
ness. It means responding con-
sciously rather than reacting un-
consciously. It means seeing be-
yond surface behaviour and recog-
nising the shared human struggle
beneath it.

At its deepest level, “Love All,

Serve All” is a statement of unity.
Humanity does not fracture be-
cause of difference; it fractures
because of unconsciousness. Every
conflict, whether personal or glob-
al, begins in the unhealed mind.

Every prejudice grows from inher-
ited fear. Every division is sus-
tained by unresolved pain project-
ed outward.

When one individual heals, it is
not an isolated event. It subtly
shifts the collective field. A person
who chooses compassion over re-
action reduces division in their
immediate world. A person who
serves without ego weakens the
culture of competition. A person
who loves without agenda
strengthens the fabric of humanity.

Spiritual evolution, therefore, is
not withdrawal from society. It is
participation in society with clarity
and compassion. It is the decision
to cleanse one’s own conscious-
ness before attempting to change
the world.

In that inner purification, love

ceases to be an effort. It becomes
a natural state. Service ceases to
drain energy. It becomes a joyful
expression. Peace ceases to be an
ideal. It becomes a foundation.

To love all and serve all is not
about being saintly. It is about be-
ing conscious. It is about recognis-
ing that beneath culture, personal-
ity, belief, and history, the same
life force moves through every
human being.

And when that truth is realised
— not intellectually, but experien-
tially — love stops being selective.
Service stops being conditional.
Humanity begins to feel unified.

The highest spiritual journey
may not be escape from the world,
but active participation in it —
with awareness, humility, and an
open heart.

THE SPIRITUAL BB
Evolution of aHealed [
Consciousness

| n an age defined by speed, spectacle and fragmentation, the idea of healing has expanded

beyond the physical body. Increasingly, individuals and communities are exploring what

it means to heal consciousness itself — to repair the fractures of trauma, disconnection
and inherited belief systems. The spiritual evolution of a healed consciousness is not about
perfection. It is about integration. It is about becoming whole. Across cultures and centuries,
spiritual traditions have described awakening as a return to unity — unity within oneself and
with the wider web of life. From the teachings of Gautama Buddha to the non-
violent philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, and the contemplative theology
of Thomas Merton, the journey toward healed awareness has been
framed not as escape from the world but as deeper participation in it.
Today, neuroscience, psychology and spiritual practice are converg-
ing in ways that illuminate how such evolution unfolds.

THE SCIENCE OF AWAKENING

One reliable indica-
tor of spiritual evolu-
tion is compassion. Not

sentimental sympathy,
but embodied empathy.
The civil rights leader Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. articulated
this when he spoke of the “be-
loved community” — a social
vision rooted in justice and
nonviolence.
Compassion transforms
how power is exercised.
In personal relation-
ships, it dissolves
the need to dom-

hile spirituality has ancient roots, its contemporary explo-
ration is increasingly informed by science. Neuroplastici-
ty — the brain’s ability to rewire itself — has provided biolog-
ical evidence that consciousness is not fixed. Repeated practices
of gratitude, compassion and mindfulness reshape neural pathways.
Institutions such as Johns Hopkins University and Stanford Uni-
versity have conducted research into meditation, compassion train-
ing and altered states of awareness. Their findings suggest that con-
sistent contemplative practice enhances emotional regulation, empathy
and resilience. Yet science alone cannot define healing. Data can describe brain
states, but it cannot fully capture meaning. The spiritual evolution of a healed con-
sciousness includes ethical maturation — a widening circle of care. This is the
movement from “How do I survive?” to “How do we flourish?”
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inate. In leadership, it fosters service
over control. In economics, it challeng-
es systems that prioritize profit over
human dignity.

Research in positive psychology sup-
ports what contemplative traditions
have long known: acts of generosity
increase well-being not only for recip-
ients but for givers.

Nature as Mirror

Many who describe a healed conscious-
ness speak of renewed intimacy with
nature. The sense of being separate
from the Earth — a hallmark of modern
industrial society — gives way to par-

From Fragmentation to Integration

A healed consciousness often begins in rup-

ture. Trauma — whether personal, collective

or generational — fractures the psyche. Psy-
chologist Carl Jung described individuation as
the lifelong process of integrating the shadow

denied aspects of the self — into

a coherent whole. Without integration, we proj-
ect our unexamined wounds onto others. With
integration, we reclaim responsibility for our
inner life. Modern trauma research echoes this
insight. Though healing modalities vary, many

simple truth: the nervous system
fe before the mind can expand.

Practices such as meditation, breathwork
and contemplative prayer regulate the body,
allowing individuals to move beyond survival

responses and into reflection. The late spiritual
teacher Thich Nhat Hanh frequently reminded

that “peace in oneself, peace in
not a slogan but a neurological

reality. When the inner storm quiets, perception
shifts. Reaction softens into response. Separa-
. tion yields to connection.

Cmpasion as Evolutionary Marker

ticipation in living systems.

Environmental thinkers influenced
by writers such as Rachel Carson
helped spark awareness that ecological
destruction reflects inner imbalance.
When consciousness is fragmented, the
planet becomes resource rather than
relative.

Indigenous wisdom traditions world-
wide have long affirmed this relational
worldview. While diverse in expres-
sion, they share an understanding that
humans are embedded within sacred
ecosystems. A healed consciousness
rediscovers reciprocity — taking only
what can be replenished.

The Dark Night as Threshold The Role of Community
Ithough spiritual awakening
is often portrayed as soli-

tary, sustained healing requires

community. Supportive networks
create accountability and belong-
ing. They remind individuals that

to restore interior space. Without
silence, insight cannot surface.
Without reflection, information
becomes noise.

A healed consciousness uses
technology without being used
by it. It prioritizes depth over
distraction.

piritual growth rarely unfolds
in linear fashion. Many mys-
tics speak of a necessary descent
— a confrontation with emptiness
or despair — before renewal

ty and commitment to growth.
Whether expressed through reli-
gious faith, secular mindfulness
or creative expression, the trajec-
tory is similar: from fear to love,
from isolation to interconnec-
tion.

emerges. The 16th-century Span-
ish mystic John of the Cross fa-
mously termed this passage the
“dark night of the soul.”

In contemporary terms, such
periods may resemble depression,
identity collapse or existential cri-
sis. Old narratives fall away. What
once provided certainty dissolves.
Though painful, this disorienta-
tion can become fertile ground.
When illusions fade, authenticity
becomes possible.

A healed consciousness does
not bypass suffering. It metaboliz-
es it. It learns to sit in ambiguity
without rushing toward premature
answers. It accepts vulnerability
as strength.

|
|

ing

ship.

It strengthens humility.

mindful engagement.

Throughout history, spiritual
communities — from monastic
orders to meditation sanghas —
have provided structure for
growth. Even in secular contexts,
group therapy, restorative justice
circles and intentional communi-
ties reflect this ancient insight:
healing accelerates in relation-

In times of polarization, culti-
vating dialogue across difference
becomes spiritual practice. Lis-
tening deeply to opposing per-
spectives challenges ego rigidity.

Technology and the Inner Life
Modern technology presents
both opportunity and peril for
evolving consciousness. Digital
platforms connect billions across
continents, yet constant stimula-
tion fragments attention. The
challenge lies not in rejecting
innovation but in cultivating

Some contemplative teachers
advocate digital sabbaths — in-
tentional pauses from screens —

transformation is not a private
achievement but a shared unfold-

Signs of Integration

gize. Capacity to forgive.

of pain. Rather,

v

panded capacity to hold pain
without being overwhelmed. It
embodies paradox — strength
and tenderness, clarity and mys-

tery.

Collective Awakening

When leaders

How does one recognize spiritu-
al evolution in daily life? It may
appear less dramatic than expect-
ed. There is increased patience in
traffic. Greater honesty in con-
versation. Willingness to apolo-

Ego-driven ambition softens
into purpose-driven contribution.
Success is redefined not as accu-
mulation but as alignment. Anx-
iety decreases as trust grows —
not blind faith, but grounded
confidence in life’s unfolding.

Importantly, healed conscious-
ness does not imply the absence
it signals ex-

The evolution of individual con-
sciousness inevitably influences
collective systems. Social move-
ments grounded in nonviolence
demonstrate how inner transfor-
mation fuels structural change.
cultivate

self-awareness, policy reflects
empathy.

Consider the global influence
of figures like Nelson Mandela,
whose capacity for forgiveness
reshaped a nation emerging from
apartheid. His example illus-
trates how healed consciousness
can ripple outward, altering his-
tory.

Today’s crises — climate in-
stability, economic inequality,
political division — may be
symptoms of unhealed collective
consciousness. Addressing them
requires not only technological
solutions but moral imagination.

Education for Wholeness
If healed consciousness rep-
resents evolution, how might
societies nurture it? Education
systems play a pivotal role. Be-
yond academic achievement,
schools can cultivate emotional
intelligence, ethical reasoning
and contemplative awareness.
Programs integrating mindful-
ness into classrooms report im-
proved focus and reduced con-
flict. When young people learn
to identify and regulate emo-
tions, they develop resilience.
Universities and research cen-
ters increasingly explore inter-
disciplinary approaches that
bridge science and spirituality.
The dialogue between contem-
plative practice and empirical
research suggests a future in

which inner development is val-
ued alongside intellectual rigor.

A Quiet Revolution

The spiritual evolution of a
healed consciousness is not an-
nounced by headlines. It unfolds
quietly — in therapy rooms,
meditation halls, forests, hospital
wards and living rooms. It is vis-
ible in acts of reconciliation and
in courageous truth-telling.

Though global challenges
loom large, history suggests that
profound shifts often begin in-
visibly.

When enough individuals inte-
grate their wounds and expand
their compassion, cultural norms
change.

This evolution does not de-
mand adherence to a single doc-
trine. It invites curiosity, humili-

The Ongoing Journey

Perhaps the most important in-
sight is that healing is not a des-
tination. Consciousness contin-
ues to evolve throughout life.
Each loss, each joy, each rela-
tionship refines awareness.

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke
once advised living the questions
rather than rushing toward an-
swers. A healed consciousness
embodies this wisdom. It re-
mains open — to mystery, to di-
alogue, to change.

In a world hungry for certain-
ty, such openness may appear
fragile.

Yet it is precisely this flexibil-
ity that allows growth. Rigidity
fractures under pressure; resil-
ience bends and adapts.

The spiritual evolution of a
healed consciousness is, ulti-
mately, a return — to authentici-
ty, to compassion, to shared hu-
manity. It asks not that we tran-
scend our wounds, but that we
transform them into wisdom.

And in that transformation lies
hope.
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Qualcomm, Tata
Electronics to produce
automotive modules

inIndia

Mumbai
Qualcomm Technologies
and Tata Electronics on
Friday announced a col-
laboration to manufacture
‘Qualcomm Automotive
Modules’ in India at Tata
Electronics’ upcoming
semiconductor assembly
and test facility in Jagiroad,
Assam. Aligned with the
‘Make in India’ initiative,
the collaboration aims to
domestically produce au-
tomotive technologies for
digital cockpits, infotain-
ment, connectivity, and in-
telligent vehicle systems.
Domestic production of
these modules aims to ad-
dress growing demand
from Indian and global au-
tomakers while enhancing
supply chain flexibility and
geographic diversification.

India, Japan technology
ties toplay keyrolein
shaping digital future

Tokyo
The growing technological
ties between India and Ja-
pan in the electronics
hardware sector have
emerged as a new factor
in cementing the strong
economic and strategic
relations between the
world’s largest democracy
and Asia’s tech giant. As
semiconductors, genera-
tive Artificial Intelligence
(Al), and digital public in-
frastructure (DPI) redefine
the nature of global influ-
ence, this burgeoning tech
alliance stands as the
most vital strategic part-
nership in the region. Fol-
lowing the 15th India-Ja-
pan Annual Summit in late
2025, itis clear that thisis
no longer just about trade;
it is about the architecture
of a free and open digital
future, according toan ar-
ticle in India Narrative.
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 AMARAVATITOHOST UN Al QUANTUM HUB

Centre of Excellence aims to boost secure Al and guantum innovation

UMMIT ANDHRA PRADESH

2005 INDA India’s Sunrise S1e

AMARAVATI

The United Nations Interna-
tional Computing Centre
(UNICC) will establish a Cen-
tre of Excellence for artificial
intelligence (Al) and quantum
technologies at Amaravati
Quantum Valley in Amaravati,
the capital of Andhra Pradesh.
The announcement was for-

. malised through a letter of in-
- tent signed at the Al Impact

Summit 2026 in New Delhi on

| Friday, in the presence of

Chief Minister N. Chandraba-

| bu Naidu.

Chief Minister Chandrababu

. Naidu described the initiative

as a transformative step that
will position Amaravati as a
Digital Embassy for secure Al
systems. According to him, the

Centre of Excellence will en-
able sovereign and cybersecure
Al deployments aligned with
UN-grade standards, while in-
tegrating advanced quantum
technologies in the future.

Taking to social media plat-
form X, Naidu said the collab-
oration with UNICC would
bring international best prac-
tices and global partnerships to
Andhra Pradesh. He added that
the initiative would place the
state firmly on the global map
of trusted Al and quantum
readiness. During the summit,
the Chief Minister interacted
with UNICC Director Sameer
Chauhan and AI Hub Chief
Anusha Dandapani to discuss
future cooperation and imple-
mentation strategies.

On the sidelines of the sum-

mit, the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment signed seven memo-
randums of understanding
(MoUs) with various compa-
nies and institutions to
strengthen its technology eco-
system. Among them, partner-
ships with BharatGen, Nex-
Gen, and IBM India will help
launch a state-wide Al Tech
Hub aimed at accelerating re-
search, innovation, and practi-
cal Al deployment across sec-
tors.

Naidu emphasized that the
initiative would empower citi-
zens across diverse communi-
ties from farmers to fishermen
through an inclusive, Telu-
gu-first, citizen-focused Al
framework. He said the model
would serve as a national ex-
ample of how technology can

be harnessed to drive equitable
growth while preparing for fu-
ture Quantum-Al integration.

In addition, the state signed
an MoU with the National In-
stitute of Electronics and In-
formation Technology (NIEL-
IT) to establish its first South
India campus in Amaravati.
The new campus, under the
Skill Development arm of the
Ministry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology, is ex-
pected to enhance Al and
quantum education and sup-
port skill development initia-
tives linked to India’s semi-
conductor ecosystem. The de-
velopments mark a significant
push by Andhra Pradesh to
emerge as a leading hub for
advanced digital technologies
in India.

Policy Leaders Urge Shift to Impactful AI Use

NEW DELHI

Senior policymakers and
global technology leaders on
Friday called for a strategic
shift from simply expanding
data-centre capacity to ensur-
ing computational resources
translate into tangible public
benefits across health, educa-
tion, and agriculture.

The remarks were made at
the ‘India Al Impact Summit
2026’°, where a working re-
port titled Opening Up Com-
putational Resources for New
Al Futures was launched. The
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation re-
leased the report, highlighting
the urgent need to move be-
yond infrastructure expansion
and toward mission-driven Al
deployment.

Speakers at the session em-
phasized that increasing com-
puting power alone would not
guarantee meaningful out-
comes. Instead, they stressed
the importance of demand
aggregation, shared infra-
structure, skills development,
and governance frameworks
designed to align Al systems

with public-interest goals.
The objective, they said, is to
ensure that startups, research-
ers, and social-sector organi-
sations can access advanced
compute resources in ways
that produce real-world im-
pact.

Dr. Saurabh Garg, Secretary
of the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion, noted that while Al is
poised to transform the world,
the central question remains
whether that transformation
will be equitable and inclu-
sive. We are of the collective
opinion that Al will transform
the world. The defining ques-
tion is whether this transfor-
mation will be equitable, in-
clusive, and aligned with the
public interest, he said.

Martin Tisne, CEO of Al
Collaborative, expressed op-
timism about the expansion of
computing capacity within the
next two years, even across
countries in the Global South.
However, he voiced concerns
about whether data centres
would be used effectively to
support scalable Al services.

Vilas Dhar, President of the

Experts call for
public-interest

expanding
data centre
capacity
- B

Patrick J. McGovern Founda-

tion, described the challenge
as both technological and pol-
icy-driven.

He argued that transforming
Al into scalable services for
consumers and creators re-
quires new institutional mech-
anisms that connect policy,
capital, and deployment. Ac-
cessibility, he cautioned, can-
not be left solely to market
forces.

Shikoh Gitau, CEO of Qha-
la, underscored the impor-

tance of clearly defined devel-
opment use cases. She
stressed that when compute
demand is anchored in con-
crete outcomes, governance
frameworks and cross-country
cooperation become easier to
design and implement.

The summit concluded with
a consensus that equitable Al
futures will depend not just
on hardware expansion, but
on strategic coordination, in-
clusive policy design, and
global collaboration.

PLI Schemé Spurs Investment,
Jobs, Exports Surge

MUMBAI

The Centre’s Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme has attracted invest-
ments exceeding 32.16 lakh
crore in the manufacturing
sector and generated more
than 14.39 lakh direct and in-
direct jobs as of December
31,2025, according to a state-
ment issued by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry on
Friday.

The government said cumu-
lative sales from manufactur-
ing units established under the
scheme have crossed 320.41
lakh crore, while total exports
have surpassed 8.3 lakh
crore. So far, 328,748 crore
has been disbursed as produc-
tion-linked incentives to eligi-
ble companies. A total of 836
applications across 14 sectors
have been approved under the
scheme, underscoring its
broad-based industrial impact.

The PLI initiative has sig-
nificantly strengthened India’s
electronics manufacturing
ecosystem, positioning the
country as a global hub for
mobile phones and IT hard-
ware products, including lap-
tops, tablets, servers, and all-
in-one personal computers.
Mobile phone imports have
declined by nearly 77 per cent
since FY 2020-21, with more
than 99 per cent of domestic
demand now being met
through local production.

Manufacturing capabilities
have moved beyond simple
assembly operations to in-

clude printed circuit board
assemblies, batteries, camera
and display modules, enclo-
sures, and other key sub-as-
semblies.

This deeper value addition
has enhanced integration with
global value chains and re-
duced reliance on imports.
Domestic capacity in IT hard-
ware production has also ex-
panded steadily, supported by
progressive localisation of
components.

In the pharmaceutical sec-
tor, the scheme has enabled
first-time domestic manufac-
turing of 191 bulk drugs,
leading to import substitution
worth approximately 21,785
crore and boosting domestic
value addition to 83.7 per
cent. Indigenous development
of biosimilars, monoclonal
antibodies, and new chemical
entities has strengthened
pharmaceutical exports while
improving supply chain resil-
ience.

The PLI scheme has also
supported local manufactur-
ing of medical devices such
as imaging systems, implants,
and diagnostic equipment. By
adopting globally bench-
marked quality standards, the
sector has reduced import de-
pendence and enhanced com-
petitiveness.

The Ministry stated that the
scheme continues to play a
pivotal role in building a ro-
bust manufacturing base, en-
hancing self-reliance, and
strengthening India’s position
in global trade.

Six e-commerce platforms accused of selling
restricted wireless jamming equipment

CCPA Issues Notices Over
Illegal Drone Sales

MUMBAI

The Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CCPA) on Fri-
day issued notices to six
e-commerce platforms for al-
legedly listing and selling re-
stricted wireless transmitting
devices, including drone jam-
mers and anti-drone systems,
in violation of existing laws.
The action was announced by
the Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs in an official statement.
The six entities named in the
notices are Everse, IndiaMart,
Xboom, Javiat Aerospace, Ai-
rONE Robotics, and Maveric
Drones & Technologies Pvt
Ltd. According to the CCPA,
these platforms offered prod-
ucts such as Anti-Drone Sys-

tems, Drone Jammers, and
GPS Jammers for commercial
sale, which are regulated under
multiple statutory provisions.
The Ministry stated that
such equipment falls under the
purview of the Indian Tele-
graph Act, 1885 and the Wire-
less Telegraphy Act, 1933.
These laws mandate strict li-
censing and regulatory over-
sight by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
and the Wireless Planning and
Coordination (WPC) wing.
The use and sale of signal jam-
ming devices are tightly con-
trolled due to their potential
impact on communication net-
works and national security.
The CCPA has directed the
concerned companies to submit

detailed information regarding
the source of procurement or
import of the devices. They
have been asked to provide cop-
ies of import licences, invoices,
regulatory approvals or authori-
sations, and the legal basis for
offering the restricted equipment
for commercial sale. Additional-
ly, the authority has sought data
on the number of units sold in
the last two years along with
complete purchaser details.

The statement further clari-
fied that the import of such
restricted equipment is gov-
erned under the Foreign Trade
(Development and Regulation)
Act, 1992, and relevant notifi-
cations issued by the Director-
ate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT).

MSME EXPORT BOOST

Outlook for Indian textile
industry increasingly favourable
amid key FTAs: Govt officials

MUMBAI

After a year marked by resilience amid global headwinds, the
outlook for the Indian textile industry is increasingly favour-
able, a senior government official has said, adding that key Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs), now in place, are opening significant
new market opportunities for Indian exporters, enhancing tariff
competitiveness and strengthening India’s position in global
value chains. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary (Textiles), empha-
sised that the convergence of these trade agreements with a
distinctly textile-centric Union Budget creates a timely and
strategic advantage for the sector.

India’s passenger vehicle
sales surge, likely to
expand 5-7 pc in FY26

NEW DELHI

Passenger vehicle retail sales
rose 7 per cent in January
(year-on-year) in India, while
wholesale volumes rose 12
per cent to 4.5 lakh units, a
report said on Friday. The re-
port from ICRA said whole-
sale dispatches grew 14 per
cent sequentially over De-
cember 2025, even as original
equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) ramped up produc-
tion to cater to robust domes-
tic demand. ICRA forecasts
passenger vehicle wholesale
volumes to expand 5-7 per
cent in FY26, supported by
sustained demand momen-
tum, GST cuts and continued
new model launches.

Domestic automobile de-
mand recorded strong growth
across both two-wheeler (2W)
and passenger vehicle (PV)
segments in January 2026,
supported by sustained de-
mand momentum, GST rate
cuts, wedding season demand
and new model launches, the
report said. The 14 per cent
sequential growth in whole-
sale volumes in January was
posted despite production
curbs for annual maintenance.
Retail sales were supported
by the winter wedding season,
new model launches and re-
vised GST rates.

Overall PV wholesale
growth in the 10 month of
FY26 period stood at 6.7 per
cent while retail volumes

grew 8 per cent.

The domestic automobile
sector is expected to maintain
steady growth momentum
through FY2026, supported
by policy measures to
strengthen domestic manufac-
turing, improving affordability
following GST rationalisation,
recovery in consumption and
sustained rural income levels
after a normal monsoon.

Meanwhile domestic
two-wheeler wholesale vol-
umes grew 25 per cent YoY,
reaching 1.8 million units,
while wholesale volumes re-
corded 6.7 per cent growth
during 10 months of FY2026
(April-January). Retail sales
grew 20.8 per cent YoY in
January, aided by Pongal or
Makar Sankranti demand,
wedding season footfalls and
improving affordability, the
report noted. The report esti-
mates two-wheeler domestic
volumes to grow 6-9 per cent
YoY in FY26, aided by im-
proved replacement demand
after GST rate cuts, gradual
recovery in urban consump-
tion and healthy rural in-
comes.

Goyal Launches Seven New Export Boost Measures

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Friday
launched seven additional in-
terventions under the Export
Promotion Mission, a flagship
initiative aimed at empower-
ing micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMESs) to com-
pete effectively in global mar-
kets. The measures are de-
signed to address structural
bottlenecks faced by Indian
exporters and drive broad-
based, inclusive export
growth.

Speaking at the launch,
Goyal said India is now en-
gaging with developed econ-
omies with renewed confi-
dence, safeguarding sensitive
sectors while securing gains
in areas of competitive
strength. He emphasized that

the benefits of global trade
must reach every MSME,
startup, and entrepreneur,
adding that the Export Promo-
tion Mission seeks to promote
new products, services, and
exporters while enabling busi-
nesses to access new interna-
tional markets.

The minister highlighted
that India has recorded dou-

ble-digit growth in merchan-
dise exports during the first
half of February, reflecting
strong market confidence and
proactive participation by in-
dustry stakeholders. He noted
that the Mission focuses on
simplifying export processes
for MSMEs, strengthening
access to credit, enhancing
quality standards, supporting

compliance with international
regulations, and expanding
global logistics and ware-
housing infrastructure.
Initiatives such as overseas
warehousing facilities, includ-
ing Bharat Mart in Dubai, are
aimed at providing Indian ex-
porters strategic access to
markets across the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) re-
gion, Africa, Central Asia,
and Europe. These hubs are
expected to reduce logistics
costs and improve supply
chain efficiency for exporters.
The Export Promotion Mis-
sion adopts a comprehensive
ecosystem approach, combin-
ing financial enablers under
the ‘Niryat Protsahan’ frame-
work with trade ecosystem
support under ‘Niryat Disha’.
The integrated framework is
digitally monitored to ensure

effective implementation and
transparency.

The initiative is being im-
plemented by the Department
of Commerce in coordination
with the Ministry of MSME,
Ministry of Finance, EXIM
Bank, Credit Guarantee Fund
Trust for Micro and Small En-
terprises (CGTMSE), Nation-
al Credit Guarantee Trustee
Company Limited (NCGTC),
regulated lending institutions,
Indian Missions abroad, Ex-
port Promotion Councils
(EPCs), and other industry
stakeholders.

The newly introduced inter-
ventions aim to tackle high
capital costs, limited access to
diversified trade finance in-
struments, compliance bur-
dens in overseas markets, lo-
gistics disadvantages, and
barriers to market entry.
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T20 World Cup:

NZ seek spin answers
against Pak in Super 8s

Middle-order resilience key as Colombo
pitdlfavours spin attack

COLOMBO

New Zealand’s middle-order
will be under intense scruti-
ny when they take on Paki-
stan in the opening Super
Eight Group 2 clash of the
ICC T20 World Cup here on
Saturday, with Colombo’s
sluggish surface expected to
amplify the impact of Paki-
stan’s seasoned spin attack.

While openers Tim Seifert
and Finn Allen have provided
brisk starts — sharing three
fifties between them — the
rest of the batting unit has

struggled for rhythm. Glenn
Phillips and Rachin Ravindra
have a half-century each, but
consistency has eluded them,
with Ravindra’s bulk of runs
coming in a single outing.
The challenge is steeper
given this is New Zealand’s
first game in Colombo. Pa-
kistan, in contrast, have
been based here throughout
and already featured twice
at the R Premadasa Stadi-
um, gaining familiarity with
conditions that demand pa-
tience over power.
Pakistan’s spin arsenal —

Abrar Ahmed, Mohammad
Nawaz and Shadab Khan
among others — gives them
a distinct edge on a pitch
where variations and control
are crucial. However, Paki-
stan’s batting has its own
concerns.

Babar Azam has endured
a lean run, scoring 66 runs
in four matches at a modest
strike-rate. If struggles per-
sist, the management may
consider introducing Fakhar
Zaman. The inclusion of
Shaheen Shah Afridi is also
under discussion after he

Ex-England captain says players still talk in prlvate despite public snub

‘It’s only for show’: Cook questions
India- Paklstan handshake row

LONDON

Former England skipper
Alastair Cook has stirred de-
bate by suggesting that the
much-discussed “no hand-
shake” policy between India
and Pakistan players is largely
symbolic, claiming the crick-
eters continue to interact cor-
dially away from the cameras.

Cook questioned the au-
thenticity of the on-field froi-
deur between the arch-rivals.

“It’s only for show, isn’t it?
On the field they are not shak-
ing hands, but behind closed
doors they are chatting away
and are all fine,” Cook said,
implying that the public stance
may not reflect private realities.

The handshake controversy
began during the 2025 Asia
Cup when India captain
Suryakumar Yadav declined
the customary pre-match
handshake at the toss. The
gesture — or lack of it — has
since continued across multi-

ple tournaments, including the
women’s and Under-19
events, with both sides main-
taining the status quo.

Vaughan termed the situa-
tion “sad,” while Tufnell de-
scribed the recent contests as
increasingly one-sided in In-
dia’s favour. Their remarks
came days after India defeat-
ed Pakistan by 61 runs in their
latest T20 World Cup clash,
though both teams progressed
to the Super 8 stage.

The rivalry, one of cricket’s
most intense, often transcends

sport, shaped by political and

diplomatic tensions between
the two nations. However,
Cook’s assertion adds a new
layer to the debate — sug-
gesting that while the optics
project hostility, personal re-
lationships between players
may remain intact.

With the possibility of an-
other India-Pakistan show-
down later in the tournament,
attention will once again turn
not only to the cricket, but
also to what unfolds — or
does not — at the toss.

Vaishnavi storms into quarters;
Sahaja, Shrivalli bow out

BENGALURU

India’s wildcard entrant
| Vaishnavi Adkar kept the tri-

colour flying high with a
stirring comeback victory,
while Sahaja Yamalapalli
and Shrivalli Rashmikaa Bh-
amidipaty bowed out of the

KPB Trust ITF Women’s

Open W100 at the SM
Krishna Tennis Stadium.
Ranked 690, the 21-year-old
Vaishnavi displayed remark-
able composure to overcome
Japan’s Mai Hontama (World
No. 220) in a gripping
pre-quarterfinal. After drop-
ping the opening set 2-6, she
broke early in the second to
level the match 6-4. The de-

cider was a tense battle of long
rallies and momentum swings.
Trailing 2-5 in the tie-break,
Vaishnavi mounted a spirited
comeback, striking fearless
forehands and capitalising on
errors to clinch a 7-6 (8) win
in two hours and 49 minutes.
It marks her first W100 quar-
terfinal appearance.

Earlier, India No. 1 Sahaja
(WR 416) was overwhelmed
6-0, 6-0 by Australia’s top
seed Talia Gibson (WR 111).
Shrivalli (WR 543) pushed
Belgium’s Hanne Vandewinkel
(WR 124) to three sets but fell
2-6,7-6 (7), 1-6.

Of the three Indians in ac-
tion, only Vaishnavi advances,
keeping home hopes alive.

was left out of the previous
fixture.

New Zealand’s pace quar-
tet — Lockie Ferguson,
Matt Henry, Jacob Duffy
and James Neesham —
must adapt quickly with cut-
ters and slower deliveries to
avoid overburdening spin-
ners Mitchell Santner and
Ish Sodhi.

With both sides carrying
strengths and vulnerabili-
ties, execution under pres-
sure could determine who
gains early momentum in
the Super 8s.

AFGHANISTAN’S ‘COACH BY CHANCE’
TROTT BIDS EMOTIONAL FAREWELL

CHENNAI

An emotional Jonathan Trott
signed off as Afghanistan
head coach after their T20
World Cup campaign ended,
describing his four-year stint
as an opportunity that came
“by chance” but turned into a
deeply fulfilling journey.

The 44-year-old, who took
over when fellow Englishman
Graham Thorpe was unable to
accept the role, leaves having
overseen one of the most pro-
gressive phases in Afghani-
stan’s cricket history. Afghan-
istan bowed out of the tourna-
ment despite finishing with an
emphatic 82-run win over
Canada in their final group
match.

Trott struggled to hold back
tears as he reflected on his
tenure, during which Afghan-
istan emerged as a formidable
white-ball outfit. Under his

Englishman reflects on
four transformative years
with rising Afghan side
guidance, the team narrowly
missed a semi-final berth at
the 2023 ODI World Cup and
reached the knockout stage of
the 2024 T20 World Cup, un-
derlining their rapid rise on

the global stage.

“Maybe the time’s right,
maybe it’s not. I don’t know,
but I’'m very thankful for the

opportunity,” Trott said after
the match. “I got the job by
chance. I took it with both
hands and gave it my all.”

Beyond results, Trott said
the greatest satisfaction came
from witnessing the players’
personal growth. He spoke
warmly about seeing young
cricketers evolve into mature
individuals capable of trans-
forming their families’ futures
through the sport.

He admitted the tournament’s
mixed fortunes weighed heavily
on him, especially the heart-
breaking Super Over defeat to
South Africa that dented their
Super Eights hopes. “We’ve
been a little bit unlucky at
times,” he said, recalling how
fine margins shaped their exit.

Despite the disappointment,
Trott leaves content — proud
of the memories created and
the foundations laid for Af-
ghanistan’s promising future.

MARKRAM’S
SPIN-OPENING
SELECTION
DILEMMA

AHMEDABAD

India’s explosive opener
Abhishek Sharma faces a rare
lean patch ahead of the ICC
T20 World Cup Super Eight
clash against South Africa on
February 22. Despite a strike
rate above 192, he has regis-
tered three successive ducks,
hampered by a stomach bug
and sluggish surfaces. South
Africa skipper Aiden
Markram may counter with
early spin options. Team man-
agement, including batting
coach Sitanshu Kotak, re-
mains confident. As history
shows, even greats rebound
quickly — and one decisive
knock could instantly revive
Abhishek’s campaign.

Shivam Dube’s

reinventionstory: Technique
tweaks fuel fiery comeback

AHMEDABAD

From being under scrutiny to becoming indispensable, Shi-
vam Dube has scripted a stirring comeback built on techni-
cal refinement, renewed self-belief and fearless finishing in
pressure moments.

Just 20 months ago, Dube was among the most criticised
members of India’s T20 World Cup squad. Despite a produc-
tive IPL season with Chennai Super Kings,
doubts lingered over his ability to handle ~ Zgg==gs
high pace and short-pitched bowling. &
On challenging surfaces, he managed
only 106 runs in seven matches, and
many questioned his place in the XI.
Yet captain Rohit Sharma and
coach Rahul Dravid kept 7
faith. Dube repaid
them memora-
bly in the fi- ¥
nal against
South Af-
rica, strik-
ing a
brisk 27
off 16 balls
to shift momen-
tum after a shaky
start. Determined to evolve,
he turned to veteran coach
Praveen Amre. A switch froma /=
side-on stance to a more open
setup improved his access to &
short deliveries. Enhanced ¢
fitness, added muscle
and sharper agility ===t
boosted his bat ‘
speed and confi-
dence.

The transforma-
tion has been strik-
ing. Dube dominat-
ed New Zealand’s
pace attack before
the tournament and
smashed 65 off 23
balls in a statement
innings. His 31-ball
66 against the Nether-
lands further highlight-
ed his growth. Now a [l
complete T20 force, &)
Dube’s resurgence re- i)
flects resilience, ad-
aptation and un-
wavering belief.

-
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ADELAIDE

India’s batters will look to
rediscover their collective
firepower against a sea-
soned Australian attack in
the third and final Women’s
T20I here on Saturday,
aiming to script a historic
maiden bilateral series win
in Australia.

Despite occasional victo-
ries Down Under, India
have never clinched a bilat-
eral series across formats in
Australia. With the series
poised delicately, the onus
is firmly on the top and
middle order to deliver un-
der pressure.

Openers Smriti Mandha-
na and Shafali Verma have
shown promise but failed to
convert starts, a lapse that
hurt India in their 164-run
chase in the previous
match. Australia’s experi-
enced trio of Kim Garth,
Annabel Sutherland and
Sophie Molineux triggered
a dramatic collapse, remov-
ing five Indian batters for
just seven runs.

The Adelaide surface,

3rd Women'’s T20I: India
eye batting resurgence
for historic series win

however, promises truer
bounce compared to Can-
berra, encouraging stroke
play. Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, along with Jemimah
Rodrigues and Richa
Ghosh, will relish the ball
coming on to the bat and
the value offered by the

quick outfield.

India’s pacers — Renuka
Singh and Arundhati Reddy
among others — must

maintain discipline, as Aus-
tralia’s batting line-up is
quick to capitalise on loose
deliveries. The biggest
threat remains the prolific
Georgia Voll, who has
seamlessly stepped into the
opening role. Spinners
Deepti Sharma and Sree
Charani will play a crucial
role in controlling the mid-
dle overs and containing
power-hitters like Suther-
land and Ashleigh Gardner.
For India, this is more
than just a decider — it is
an opportunity to break
new ground in Australian
conditions and claim a
landmark series triumph.

Crisis rocks Pakistan hockey
as PHF chief Bugti resigns

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan hockey was plunged
into turmoil after Tariq Bugti
resigned as president of the
Pakistan Hockey Federation
(PHF), a day after Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif ordered
an inquiry into the team’s
chaotic tour of Australia in
the FIH Pro League.

Bugti confirmed he had
sent his resignation to the
prime minister, who serves as
the PHF’s patron-in-chief, and
urged an impartial probe into
the events that unfolded in
Sydney. The controversy
erupted after a viral video
showed Pakistani players
standing on a street with their
luggage, allegedly due to ac-
commodation issues.

National captain Shakeel
Ammad Butt initially down-
played the incident but later
criticised the federation upon
returning home, claiming the
players were forced to wander
without proper lodging and

even “wash dishes before
playing a match.” In response,
Bugti imposed a two-year ban
on Butt, accusing him of
bringing disrepute to Pakistan
hockey.

The episode triggered a
blame game between the PHF
and the Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB), with Bugti asserting
that the PSB handled logisti-
cal arrangements for the tour.

The turmoil comes amid
dismal results on the field.
Pakistan have lost all eight
of their Pro League matches,
including defeats to Austra-
lia and Germany, compound-
ing concerns about the
sport’s decline.
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