
5-member panel to probe NEET stir police action
ROUTE TO JUSTICE

NEW DELHI 
 

A day after the Supreme Court an-
nounced it will be setting up a com-
mittee to examine allegations of 
excessive use of force by security 
personnel against students during 
the July 20 student march over the 
NEET paper leak, the top court on 
Thursday said that a five-member 
panel will be headed by former SC 
judge Justice R Subhash Reddy.

Other members of the panel in-
clude former Punjab and Haryana 
high court Chief Justice Ravi Shan-
kar Jha, former Delhi high court 
judge Justice Shalinder Kaur, former 
CBI director Rishi Kumar Shukla and 
retired Meghalaya Director General 
of Police Dr LR Bishnoi.

The committee will examine alle-
gations of excessive use of pellet 

guns, electric batons, lathi charges 
and tear gas, along with alleged vi-
olence against women protesters. It 
will also look into police surveil-
lance, the proportionality of 
crowd-control measures, and the 
provision of medical assistance and 
compensation to victims.

 It will also consider allegations 
by authorities of violence against 
police personnel and damage to 
public property.This comes as the 
apex court is hearing a batch of pe-
titions alleging excessive police ac-
tion against students who participat-
ed in protests at Jantar Mantar and 
other locations across the country 
over alleged NEET paper leaks and 
broader concerns over the exam system.

The proceedings come against the 
backdrop of weeks of student stir 
led by the CJP at Jantar Mantar.
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Shah turns southern power table
31ST SOUTHERN ZONAL COUNCIL MEET 

Hails South India's role in India's development journey; cites 3 pillars - high literacy rate, trained 
manpower and technical expertise - behind the progess of these states.  

MAHABALIPURAM 
 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday hailed the 
development journey of the 
southern states, saying "high 
literacy rate, trained manpower 
and technical expertise in the 
utilisation of deep seas" have 
been the three pillars behind 
the progess of these states.

Chairing the 31st meeting of 
the Southern Zonal Council in 
Tamil Nadu's Mahabalipuram, 
the Shah said: "The people of 
South India and the govern-
ments have also established 
many excellent traditions in 
the fields of innovation and 
revenue generation." He said 
that "the whole of India should 
learn from South India in these 
two areas," as per the home 
ministery's statement.

TN CM Vijay, who serves as 
the council's vice-chairman, 
personally welcomed Shah 
upon his arrival. The two lead-
ers also held a brief interaction 
before the meeting began. 
During the proceedings, Vijay 
was seated alongside Karnata-
ka CM DK Shivakumar.

Andhra Pradesh CM N 
Chandrababu Naidu, Kerala 
CM VD Satheesan and Telan-
gana Deputy CM Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka were among those 
who attended. Puducherry CM 
N Rangasamy was absent from 

the meeting, with lieutenant 
governor K Kailashnathan rep-
resenting the Union Territory.

The meeting comes amid 
several political and inter-state 
issues involving the southern 
states. 

The regional forum focused 
on resolving inter-state dis-

putes, water sharing, infra-
structure, and security matters 
among southern states and 
union territories. The Council 
comprises AP, Karnataka, Ker-
ala, TN and Telangana, along 
with the UTs of Puducherry, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
and Lakshadweep. 

MAHABALIPURAM
 

Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar told Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Thurs-
day that the federal govern-
ment must “give the South its 
due” with fair funding, and 
called for a freeze on the exist-
ing number of Lok Sabha seats 
and women’s reservation be 
accommodated within the cur-
rent number of seats.
‘Maintain 1971  
census for seats’
In his address at the 31st 
Southern Zonal Council (SZC) 
meeting chaired by Union  
Home Minister Amit Shah near 
Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu, 
Shivakumar urged the council 
to adopt a resolution asking the 
Union Government to use the 
1971 Census as the basis for 
delimitation, retain the Lok 
Sabha’s existing strength of 
543 seats for the next 25 years 
and accommodate women’s 
reservation within those seats.

He argued that southern 
states should not be penalised 
for successfully implementing 
population-control measures. 
“We welcome the assurance 
that no southern state will lose 
seats. But representation is not 
only about numbers. It is about 
weight, and about voice.”

Shivakumar said the south-
ern states had responded to the 
country’s call for population 
stabilisation and should not 
lose political representation be-
cause of that. “I am confident 
that all the chief ministers here 
will support me in what I say. 
Let the 1971 basis be hon-
oured, and let the strength of 
our voice be protected,” he 
said. He also linked delimita-
tion to the implementation of 
women’s reservation, saying it 
should not be delayed because 
of a fresh exercise to redraw 
constituencies. Shivakumar 
called for the Lok Sabha’s 
strength to remain fixed at 543 
seats for 25 years, with wom-
en’s reservation accommodated 
within the existing number. 
  He expressed strong objec-
tions to public sector undertak-
ings (PSU) auctioning lands 
allotted by the state govern-
ment, calling it "a misuse of 
resources". 

Give south its due: DKS
Karnataka moves 

resolution to freeze 
Lok Sabha seats at 

Southern Zonal 
Council meet

Agenda and discussions
Cooperative federalism: 

Emphasized joint approaches 
to regional governance and 

development.
Key sectors: Addressed policy 
frameworks and resource distri-
bution for healthcare funding, 

infrastructure projects, and en-
vironmental protection.

Security: Reviewed regional 
security measures and in-

ter-state coordination.

Southern Zonal Council Meet in nutshell
Chaired by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, the high-level session focused on 

cooperative federalism, regional infrastructure, security, and healthcare funding 
among southern states and union territories.

Attendees
Chairperson: Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Host: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Joseph 
Vijay (delivered the welcome address)

State leaders: Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar, Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister Chandrababu Naidu, Kerala Chief 
Minister Satheesan, and Telangana Depu-
ty Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka.

UT representatives: Lieutenant Gov-
ernors of Puducherry and the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, alongside 
the Administrator of Lakshadweep

Except 5 TMC for 
drinking, Mekedatu 

dam water  from will 
be for TN: DKS

Legitimate rights  
of lower riparian 
states should be 
protected: Vijay
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Mahabalipuram:  With his 
Karnataka counterpart D K 
Shivakumar by his side, Tamil 
Nadu CM Vijay on Thursday 
stressed that the “legitimate 
rights” of lower riparian states 
must be fully protected and 
pushed for the timely imple-
mentation of the Supreme 

Court verdict and 
decisions of the 
Cauvery Water 
Management Au-
thority (CWMA) 
on sharing of Cau-
very River water.

He said no agenda for 
Southern cooperation is com-
plete without addressing our 
shared rivers, while stressing 
that water was fundamental to 
the lives, and livelihoods of 
millions. His remarks on in-
ter-state water sharing carry 
significant weight, coming on 
the heels of a recently can-
celled bilateral meeting be-
tween him and Shivakumar 
over the Cauvery dispute.

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
have locked horns over Cauv-
ery water sharing for decades. 
Tamil Nadu continues to press 
Karnataka to strictly imple-
ment CWMA orders and ad-
here to the monthly release 
schedules stipulated by the SC. 

Mahabalipuram: DK Shivaku-
mar, flanked by his Tamil Nadu 
counterpart Vijay, on Thursday 
said the proposed Mekedatu 
dam across River Cauvery 
would benefit both the states by 
storing water for use during pe-
riods of scarcity and asserted 
that “Water should unite us and 
not divide us”, 
stressing on the 
need for greater 
c o o p e r a t i o n 
among states in 
managing river 
water issues.

“Help us to help you,” he 
said, adding, every drop of wa-
ter from the project would ben-
efit farmers in the neighbouring 
states. “Except 5 TMC for 
drinking water, the rest of the 
stored water in the proposed 
dam would be released to Tam-
il Nadu,” he added.

He said the proposed Meke-
datu reservoir was crucial not 
only for Karnataka, but also for 
Tamil Nadu as it would help 
conserve water that otherwise 
flows into the sea as surplus 
during periods of heavy inflow.

He maintained that his state’s 
legal share of water must be 
respected, saying Karnataka 
had not attended the conference 
to complain but as a partner in 
India’s development.

Our rivers, coasts, infrastructure and 
markets should unite us in a com-

mon purpose and shared prosperity. 
Strong states make for a stronger India.

-C Joseph Vijay, Tamil Nadu CM

It is time to move from a  
mindset of river water sharing 

to one of river water cooperation.
-DK Shivakumar, Karnataka CM

BNP’s Alamgir elected 
as Bangladesh prez

DHAKA
 

Bangladesh has elected senior Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP) leader 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir as its 
23rd president, marking a significant 
shift for a politician who until recently 
held one of the party's top organisa-
tional posts.

Alamgir secured 255 votes in Thurs-
day's presidential election held at the 
Jatiya Sangsad, Bangladesh's Parlia-
ment. His rival, Oli Ahmed, the candi-
date backed by an 11-party 
opposition alliance led by 
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami 
and the National Citizen Par-
ty (NCP), received 88 votes.

The voting took place be-
tween 2 pm and 5 pm local 
time under the supervision 
of chief election commis-
sioner AMM Nasir Uddin. 
Of the 349 MPs eligible to 
vote, 343 cast their ballots. 
The chief election commis-
sioner later announced 
Alamgir as the winner. 
A contested presidential 
 poll after 35 years

Thursday's poll was notable because 
it was the first time in 35 years that 
more than one candidate contested 
Bangladesh's presidential election. The 
previous presidential election involv-

ing a parliamentary 
vote was held in 1991. 
Alamgir had been nom-
inated as the BNP's 
presidential candidate 
last week. After receiv-
ing the nomination, he 
stepped down as BNP 
Secretary General and 
resigned from the par-
ty's National Standing 
Committee.

BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi 
announced his nomination following a 
meeting of the party's National Stand-
ing Committee near the Bangladesh 
Prime Minister's Office at the Secre-
tariat. Rizvi said the decision followed 
discussions with Prime Minister and 
BNP Chairman Tarique Rahman.

From BNP leadership  
to the presidency

Alamgir's election marks a major change in his politi-
cal role. He had served as BNP secretary general be-
fore stepping down to contest the presidential poll. 
The result also comes at a significant point in Bang-
ladesh's political transition, with the BNP now hold-
ing power after years of opposition politics. Alamgir's 

move from the party's organisational leadership to 
the country's highest constitutional office places a 
senior BNP figure at the head of state. The Presi-

dent's role here is largely constitutional and ceremo-
nial, while executive authority rests with the PM.

Scope of the probe
The high-powered panel is tasked with factual 

inquiries into the events surrounding the protests:
POLICE CONDUCT AND USE OF FORCE: 
Examining claims of disproportionate force, in-

cluding the use of tear gas, lathi charges, electric 
batons, and pellet guns without proper warnings.

TARGETED HARASSMENT: Prioritizing com-
plaints of molestation, harassment, and targeted 

violence against women protesters.

PROTESTER ACTIONS: Investigating recipro-
cal violence and injuries sustained by police and 

security personnel during the unrest.

ACCOUNTABILITY: Identifying who ordered 
the use of force, assessing whether protocols and 
laws were violated, and verifying if security per-

sonnel wore clear nameplates and uniforms.

EVIDENCE SCRUTINY: Reviewing of-
ficial video footage and CCTV recordings 

from the protest sites.

10 acres of Ch’nagar 
reserve gutted amid 

shootout row
Chamarajanagar:  A fire al-
legedly set by miscreants has 
gutted around 10 acres in the 
Shilubepura forest area here, 
days after a poaching prevention 
camp was blown up, Forest De-
partment sources said on Thurs-
day. Forest officials suspect the 
miscreants set it on fire to 
avenge the killing of three sus-
pected poachers. The fire spread 
across the Shilubepura forest and 
damaged around 10 acres, and 
poaching prevention camp near 
Jageri was also destroyed.

Ex-Cong MP Sajjan 
Kumar dies in Tihar

NEW DELHI: Former Congress 
MP Sajjan Kumar, who was 
serving a life sentence in con-
nection with the 1984 anti-Sikh 
riots, died on Thursday, the day 
the Supreme Court was sched-
uled to hear his plea seeking 
three-week parole on medical 
grounds concerning his ailing 
wife. The jailed former parlia-
mentarian had approached the 
top court seeking parole for 
three weeks, citing the medical 
condition of his ailing wife. The 
plea was listed for hearing on 
Thursday. Kumar had been in 
jail since 2018.

 BJP hits back 
at Congress 

over ‘back foot’ 
remark

Japanese 
rise against 

Takaichi’s rapid 
militarisation
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SC upholds 1978 Bangalore Water Supply judgment
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Supreme Court  on 
Thursday upheld its land-
mark 1978 Bangalore Water 
Supply judgment defining 
what constitutes an “indus-
try” under Section 2(j) of the 
Industrial Disputes Act, 
1947.

A nine-judge Constitution 
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant ruled by a 
6:3 majority that the refer-
ence seeking reconsideration 
of the nearly five-decade-old 
judgment was valid. Howev-
er, the Bench retained the 
essential framework of the 
original Triple Test, while ac-

knowledging that some as-
pects could require refine-
ment.

The court clarified that 
pending disputes will contin-
ue to be governed by the 
framework laid down in the 
Bangalore Water Supply 
judgment. Matters already 
decided will also remain un-
disturbed.

For future disputes, how-
ever, the court said the Indus-
trial Relations Code, 2020 
will apply. The new Code, 
the court stressed, will have 
to be interpreted inde-
pendently on the basis of its 
own provisions.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna, 

joined by Justices Ujjwal 
Bhuyan and Deepankar Dat-
ta, dissented. They held that 
reopening the settled inter-
pretation after nearly 50 
years was unnecessary and 
could create uncertainty in 
pending industrial disputes.

Justice Nagarathna also 
held that government depart-
ments cannot automatically 
be excluded from the defini-
tion of “industry” merely be-
cause they perform statutory 
functions, saying the nature 
of the activity is more im-
portant than the identity of 
the organisation.

The original 1978 sev-
en-judge Bench, led by then 

Chief Justice M.H. Beg, had 
established the Triple Test 
and complementary Domi-
nant Nature Test. The issue 
was later referred to larger 
Benches following concerns 
over its impact on labour 
courts.

INDUSTRY RULING UPHELD

SIR duty leaves 
Karnataka govt 

schools short-staffed

Hebbal-airport Metro 
link may miss June 

2027 deadline

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Government school stu-

dents across Karnataka are 
facing learning disruptions 

as teachers remain en-
gaged in Special Intensive 

Revision (SIR) duties. 
Teachers in Bengaluru and 

other parts of the State 
have been handling addi-

tional subjects, while head-
masters are being forced to 
take classes amid the staff 
shortage. Booth Level Of-

ficers (BLOs), including 
teachers and anganwadi 
workers, were initially ex-

pected to complete the ex-
ercise earlier but were re-

tained through extensions. 
The Election Commission 

said the active role of BLOs 
will continue until October 
22, when the final stage of 
claims and objections con-
cludes. Educationist Prof. 

Sabiha Bhoomigowda 
warned that students from 
marginalised communities 

would bear the greatest im-
pact. She said the educa-

tional loss over several 
months could be significant 

and difficult to recover.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Slow progress beyond 

Yelahanka threatens Ben-
galuru’s planned June 2027 
opening of the Hebbal-air-
port Metro link. The 27.44-
km Hebbal-Kempegowda 
International Airport sec-

tion of Phase 2B is unlikely 
to meet its June 2027 

deadline, with construction 
beyond Yelahanka pro-

gressing slowly. NCC Ltd, 
executing the IAF Yelahan-
ka-Airport Terminal pack-
age, has sought another 

extension until March 
2027. The 15.01-km section 

is currently around 80% 
complete. After civil works, 
at least six months of trial 
runs and commissioning 
are required, making an 

opening before September 
2027 unlikely. The corridor 
is divided into three pack-

ages: Hebbal-Bagalur 
Cross, IAF Yelahanka-Air-
port Terminal and works 

inside the airport premises. 
BMRCL is also coordinat-
ing with traffic police to 

minimise construction-re-
lated disruptions.

Devaraj Urs championed 
social justice: Parameshwara
Devaraj Urs pioneered social justice reforms, empowering farmers, youth and 

marginalised communities across Karnataka, Parameshwara said.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Deputy Chief Minister and 
Revenue and Sports Minister 
Dr. G. Parameshwara on 
Thursday described former 
Chief Minister D. Devaraj 
Urs as one of the foremost 
leaders who fought for social 
justice, the poor and the 
downtrodden.

Speaking to reporters after 
garlanding Urs’s statue near 
the western entrance of 
Vidhana Soudha on the occa-
sion of his 111th birth anni-
versary, Parameshwara said 
Urs had brought about histor-
ic changes during his long 
tenure as Chief Minister.

“Devaraj Urs was among 
the first leaders in the country 
to fight for social justice, the 
poor and the deprived. Our 
government is continuing on 
the path shown by him,” 
Parameshwara said.

He recalled Urs’s landmark 
land reforms, particularly the 
principle of ‘Land to the til-
ler’, which ensured that those 
who cultivated agricultural 

land could gain ownership. 
The reform, he said, brought 
a major transformation and 
provided justice to farming 
communities.

Urs also played a signifi-
cant role in improving oppor-
tunities for young people by 
establishing educational insti-

tutions, hostels and 
other support sys-
tems, Parameshwara 
said. 

His initiatives helped pro-
vide greater opportunities to 
communities that had re-
mained neglected and disad-
vantaged.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said the Congress government 
was continuing several pro-
grammes and policies in-
spired by Urs’s ideals and 
social vision.

“We are following his ide-

als and continuing the pro-
grammes he introduced. We 
will carry them forward in the 
years ahead,” he said.

“Devaraj Urs was among the first 
leaders in the country to fight for 
social justice, the poor and the 
downtrodden. Our government is 
continuing on the path shown by him.”

—Dr. G. Parameshwara, Deputy CM

Urs’ key contributions
• Land reforms: ‘Land to the tiller’

• �Social justice: Focus on oppressed  
communities

• Education: Institutions and hostels

• Youth: Greater opportunities & support

• Governance: Welfare-oriented reforms

Sadbhavana Day 
pledge

 Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G. 
Parameshwara administered 

the Sadbhavana Day pledge to 
officers and staff of the State 

Secretariat at the Vikas Soudha 
conference hall. Legislative Assembly 

Speaker G.S. Patil and Legislative 
Council Chairman Salim Ahmed were 

present. The pledge reaffirmed the 
commitment to promoting peace, 
harmony, unity and brotherhood, 

while upholding the values of secular-
ism and strengthening national inte-

gration among citizens.

‘Clear all remaining footpath 
encroachments by Aug-end’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Greater Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda has directed officials 
to clear all remaining footpath 
encroachments across the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) area by August-end.

Addressing a virtual meet-
ing to review three ongoing 
drives — footpath encroach-
ment clearance, the ‘Freedom 
from Waste’ campaign and 
removal of abandoned vehi-
cles — Gowda said encroach-
ments had already been 
cleared along 964 km of foot-
paths out of nearly 1,500 km 
of arterial and sub-arterial 
roads.

He directed officials to 
complete the remaining work 
by August 30 and simultane-
ously repair footpaths wher-
ever encroachments have 
been removed.

The Minister warned that 
street vendors returning to 

cleared locations would face 
strict action. Materials of re-
peat encroachers should be 
seized and a double penalty 
imposed, he said.

Gowda also directed civic 
and police authorities to con-
duct joint enforcement to pre-
vent cleared stretches from 
being re-encroached.

Under the ‘Freedom from 
Waste’ campaign, 1,02,002 
metric tonnes of construction 
and demolition waste have 
been identified at 4,483 loca-
tions, while 43,492 tonnes 
have been cleared from 1,810 
locations.

He directed intensified 
monitoring and cleanliness 
drives around Hebbal Junc-
tion and the Hebbal-KR Pur-
am Outer Ring Road stretch.

Officials were also instruct-
ed to intensify abandoned ve-
hicle clearance and assign 
responsibility for issuing no-
tices to Junior Health Inspec-
tors, supervisors and mar-
shals. 

Action would be taken 
against officials failing to dis-
charge their duties properly.

Encroachments cleared

Waste cleared

Road network covered

Waste locations cleared

C&D waste identified

Deadline

964 km
Nearly 1,500 km

1,02,002 tonnes

43,492 tonnes

1,810
August 30

“All three drives must be com-
pleted by August 30. Officials 
will be held accountable for laps-

es or ineffective implementation.”
-Krishna Byre Gowda, Greater 

Bengaluru Development Minister 

Revised schedule for Okalipuram corridor 
works: Maheshwar Rao

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Greater Bengaluru Authority 
Chief Commissioner Mahesh-
war Rao has directed officials 
to prepare a revised schedule 
for completing pending works 
of the Okalipuram Eight-Lane 
Corridor and ensure timely 
execution.

Inspecting ongoing and 
pending works in Gandhi-
nagar under Bengaluru Cen-
tral City Corporation, Rao 
said the approach road to-
wards the railway station was 
under construction. He direct-
ed officials to expedite retain-
ing wall works and complete 
all pending works according 
to the revised schedule.

He also instructed officials 
to thoroughly clean the box 
structure beneath the railway 
tracks connecting Majestic to 
Rajajinagar and undertake 
necessary works to facilitate 

smooth vehicular movement.
Rao directed officials to co-

ordinate with railway authori-
ties to address wastewater 
leakage beneath the railway 
box and pump out accumulat-

ed water from the construction 
site. Two box-pushing works 
beneath the Chennai railway 
line have been completed by 
the Railway Department. Offi-
cials were asked to coordinate 
with the department and expe-
dite construction of the retain-
ing wall at the location.

Around 300 loads of con-
struction debris and soil have 
been removed from the route 
where the boxes were in-
stalled.

A 1,200-mm-diameter drain 
being constructed to facilitate 
smooth rainwater flow is 65 
per cent complete. 

Officials said the remaining 
work would be completed on 
priority.

What is the Triple Test?
The 1978 Bangalore Water 
Supply judgment evolved 
a broad test to determine 
whether an activity quali-
fies as an “industry” under 
labour law. It focused on 

organised activity involving 
cooperation between em-
ployers and employees to 
produce goods or provide 

services. The judgment also 
recognised the Dominant 

Nature Test for mixed 
activities. The Supreme 

Court has now retained the 
core framework for pending 

disputes while leaving 
future interpretation to the 
Industrial Relations Code.

Varamahalakshmi festival sends 
flower, fruit prices soaring

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Festival demand has pushed 
up flower and fruit prices at 
KR Market, leaving shoppers 
paying sharply higher rates.

With Varamahalakshmi fes-
tival preparations, Bengalu-
ru’s KR Market has witnessed 
a surge in shoppers purchas-
ing flowers, garlands and 
fruits for puja and decora-
tions. The increased demand 
has resulted in steep price 
rises compared with last 
week.

Among flowers, chrysan-
themum prices have jumped 
from Rs 150 to Rs 450 per kg, 
while jasmine has increased 
from Rs 500 to Rs 1,200. 
Kanakambar, earlier priced at 
Rs 2,000, is now selling for 
around Rs 5,000-Rs 6,000.

Garland prices have also 
climbed substantially. Lotus 
garlands have risen from Rs 

500 to Rs 2,500, while rose 
garlands have increased from 
Rs 200 to Rs 500. Jasmine 
garlands are now priced at Rs 
1,500 compared with Rs 500 
earlier.

Fruit prices have similarly 
risen. Apples have increased 
from Rs 110 to Rs 270 per kg, 
pomegranates from Rs 120 to 
Rs 260 and oranges from Rs 
80 to Rs 180. Grapes have ris-
en from Rs 70 to Rs 170, 
while pineapples have in-
creased from Rs 60 to Rs 150.

Cardamom bananas and 
regular bananas have doubled 
to Rs 100 per kg, while mo-
sambi has risen to Rs 150 
from Rs 100.

Despite the higher prices, 
shoppers continued to throng 
KR Market to complete festi-
val purchases. The increased 
footfall also contributed to 
traffic congestion around the 
busy market area.

Item Earlier Now
Chrysanthemum Rs 150/kg  Rs 450

Jasmine Rs 500/kg Rs 1,200

Kanakambar Rs 2,000/kg Rs 5,000-6,000

Lotus garland Rs 500 Rs 2,500

Apple Rs 110/kg Rs 270

Pomegranate Rs 120/kg Rs 260

Grapes Rs 70/kg Rs 170

Pineapple Rs 60/kg Rs 150

Festival price surge

Bengaluru to host India International 
Coffee Festival in February 2027

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru will host the third 
India International Coffee Fes-
tival from February 26 to 28, 
2027, bringing together the 
country’s coffee community 
on a farm-to-cup platform.

Organised by the Coffee 
Board of India in association 
with the Specialty Coffee As-
sociation of India (SCAI), the 
festival will bring together cof-
fee growers, roasters, café 
brands, baristas, equipment 
manufacturers and consumers.

The three-day event comes 
as coffee consumption expands 
beyond its traditional southern 
markets. While cities account 
for nearly 70% of India’s cof-
fee consumption, southern In-

dia contributes around 75-80% 
of overall consumption. Coffee 
is also gaining popularity in 
northern, western and eastern 
parts of the country.

Despite the growing café 
culture, India’s per-capita cof-
fee consumption remains low 
at 0.07 kg annually, compared 
with the global average of 1.3 
kg, highlighting considerable 
potential for growth in the do-
mestic market.

Coffee Board of India CEO 
and Secretary Kurma Rao M. 
said the festival had become an 
important platform for India’s 
coffee community at a time of 
significant growth. SCAI pres-
ident and IICF organiser Ham-
sini Appadurai said India had 
been producing high-quality 

coffee for generations and was 
now seeing a growing domes-
tic appreciation for it.

A major attraction at the fes-
tival will be the National Cof-
fee Championships. The com-
petitions will include the 26th 
National Barista Champion-
ship, Brewers Cup, Indian Fil-
ter Coffee Championship, Latte 
Art Championship and, for the 
first time, Coffee in Good Spir-
its. Winners of the national 
competitions will represent In-
dia at the corresponding World 
Coffee Championships. Quali-
fiers for the championships will 
be held in Bengaluru, Delhi 
and Navi Mumbai between Au-
gust and October 2026, before 
the national finals are conduct-
ed in Bengaluru.

Missing four-year-old girl 
traced, reunited with parents
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Swift action by Shivajinagar 
and Pulakeshinagar police led 
to the safe tracing of a four-
year-old girl who went miss-
ing from outside her home in 
Fraser Town on Wednesday.

The incident occurred 
around 1.55 pm on August 19 
near Farooq Masjid on Moore 
Road, where the girl, the 
daughter of a security guard, 
was playing outside her 
house. Members of the public 
alerted the Namma-112 emer-
gency helpline after noticing 
that she was missing.

Namma-112 personnel im-
mediately alerted ASI Rizwan 
Pasha and PC Rajashekhar, 
who were on duty in Hoysa-
la-41 of Shivajinagar Police 
Station. The policemen 
reached the spot within six 
minutes and began inquiries.

Police learnt that an uniden-
tified person had allegedly 
taken the child away by offer-
ing her chocolate. Her mother 
had searched nearby areas but 

could not find her. Pulakeshi-
nagar Police Inspector Anand 
Naik and PSI Priyanka joined 
the search operation. Police 
examined CCTV footage 
from surrounding areas and 
circulated information about 
the missing girl through 
WhatsApp groups to facilitate 
her identification.

The efforts yielded results 
when police received infor-
mation that the child had been 
spotted near Coles Park. A 
police team immediately 
rushed to the location, traced 
the girl safely and brought her 
to the police station.

After completing the re-
quired verification, Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, Pu-
lakeshinagar Sub-Division, K. 
Basavaraju, along with the 
police team, handed over the 
child safely to her parents.

The prompt response by 
the emergency helpline and 
coordinated efforts of the 
police teams helped ensure 
the child’s safe return to her 
family.

Karnataka 
records second-

highest pesticide 
residue cases

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka has recorded the 
country’s second-highest num-
ber of fruit and vegetable sam-
ples exceeding permissible pes-
ticide residue limits, raising 
concerns over food safety. Be-
tween 2023 and 2026, authori-
ties tested 9,176 samples in the 
state, of which 334 contained 
residues above the Maximum 
Residue Limit prescribed by FS-
SAI. Telangana topped the list 
with 486 such samples, fol-
lowed by Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra with 260. Nationally, 
2,223 of 70,652 samples tested 
across 23 states and Union Ter-
ritories exceeded permissible 
limits. The Centre is promoting 
Integrated Pest Management, 
approved pesticides and recom-
mended dosages. Consumers are 
advised to wash produce thor-
oughly under running water and 
remove outer leaves of leafy 
vegetables before consumption.

BNCC steps up flu surveillance 
at Clarence High School

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Bengaluru North City Cor-
poration (BNCC) continued 
active health surveillance at 
Clarence High School in Rich-
ards Town following 
reports of flu infec-
tion among stu-
dents. A health team 
from New Bagalur 
Layout Primary 
Health Centre re-
viewed attendance and stu-
dents’ health status on Thurs-
day. Of 1,868 students and 
staff, 1,599 were present and 
269 absent. The school report-
ed mild flu-related symptoms 

among 215 students, but no 
new H1N1 cases were detect-
ed. Officials are monitoring 
students for fever, cough, cold 
and other respiratory symp-
toms. The school has been in-

structed to report 
symptomatic students 
daily and flag any un-
usual increase or clus-
tering of cases. Stu-
dents were trained in 
proper handwashing 

and cough etiquette. The 15-
day surveillance programme, 
which began on August 18, will 
continue. BNCC urged people 
to avoid rumours and said there 
was no need for panic.
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Expired dairy, unhygienic food found at 36 rly stations
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A special food safety inspec-
tion across Karnataka railway 
stations has uncovered sever-
al violations, including sus-
pected use of non-permitted 
food colours, expired dairy 
products, unhygienic kitchens 
and improper food storage.

The inspection was con-
ducted on Thursday to assess 
food quality, hygiene, storage, 
labelling and handling prac-
tices at hotels, railway pan-
tries and food outlets operat-
ing on railway premises. Of-
ficials inspected 112 food es-
tablishments across 36 rail-
way stations.

The stations covered in-
cluded KSR Bengaluru, Yesh-
wanthpura, KR Puram, Yela-
hanka,  Kolar,  Mysuru, 
Haveri, Udupi, Hubballi and 

Mangaluru.
The inspection also covered 

food served aboard trains, in-
cluding Vande Bharat Express 
services operating between 
Mangaluru and Kerala and 
between Hubballi and Benga-
luru. Officials said these 
trains were being maintained 
in clean and hygienic condi-
tions.

However, several violations 
were detected at railway food 
establishments. Inspectors 
found suspected use of 
non-permitted colours, in-
cluding yellow colouring al-
legedly used in jalebis and 
pink colouring in khoa peda.

At a railway station in 
Haveri district, officials re-
covered expired Nandini curd 
and Dodla standardised milk 
packets. An inspection at a 
hotel inside KR Puram Rail-

way Station revealed unhy-
gienic conditions.

At Mysuru Railway Station, 
inspectors found idlis being 
prepared using plastic materi-
al. Expired food items were 
also recovered from the kitch-
en.

The inspection further re-
vealed fungal growth on on-
ions and other vegetables at 
some establishments. Chutney 
was found stored in plastic 

buckets unsuitable for food 
storage, raising additional 
concerns over hygiene and 
food safety.

Officials said the findings 
would be communicated to 
railway authorities and the 
concerned Designated Offi-
cers. Legal proceedings will 
be initiated against food busi-
ness operators found violating 
prescribed food safety norms.

The drive is part of continu-

ing efforts to strengthen food 
safety standards at railway 
stations and onboard catering 
services and ensure safer food 
for passengers.

RAILWAY FOOD SAFETY

232.85 km of 
footpaths cleared in 

BNCC limits

Couple held for 
stealing luxury 

cars

CH NEWS,BENGALURU
The Bengaluru North City 
Corporation (BNCC) has 

cleared 232.85 km of foot-
paths of encroachments 

between July 1 and August 
20, as part of its ongoing 

drive to ensure safe pedes-
trian movement. On Thurs-
day, officials cleared 4 km 
of footpaths in Vidyaran-

yapura and Pulikeshinagar 
divisions. The operation in-

volved 2 JCBs, 8 tractors 
and 24 personnel. Two 
petty shops, eight push 
carts, eight canopies, 15 

steps and ramps, and six 
advertisement boards 

were removed. Around 41 
tonnes of construction de-
bris and soil were cleared. 
Overall, the drive has re-
moved 586 shops, 788 

push carts, 1,729 canopies, 
1,565 steps and ramps, 

and 1,598 advertisement 
boards.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Parappana Agrahara po-

lice have arrested a couple 
allegedly involved in steal-

ing high-end cars across 
five states. The accused, 

Satyendra Singh Shekha-
wat and his girlfriend 

Pramila Thakur, reportedly 
have 61 cases registered 
against them. Police said 
the duo targeted vehicles 

such as Toyota Innova and 
Fortuner. Shekhawat alleg-
edly installed GPS trackers 

on cars and monitored 
their movements before 

stealing them with dupli-
cate keys when parked in 

isolated locations. The 
couple reportedly stole a 

Fortuner near Singasandra 
and fled. Shekhawat alleg-

edly dropped Pramila on 
the Pune highway before 

escaping. She was later ar-
rested and released on 

bail. Police monitored her 
movements for three days 
and traced Shekhawat to 

Maharashtra, where he 
was arrested.

SIR finds no foreigners with 
Indian documents: Govt

The government told the Assembly that SIR detected no such cases involving 
Pakistani, Bangladeshi or Iranian nationals.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government 
has said the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls has not identi-
fied any Pakistani, Bangla-
deshi or Iranian nationals pos-
sessing Aadhaar cards, ration 
cards or other Indian govern-
ment documents and benefits.

Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge gave the information 
in a written reply in the Leg-
islative Assembly, amid alle-
gations by BJP and JD(S) 
members that illegal immi-
grants were being allowed to 
obtain Indian documents and 
become voters.

The SIR enumeration exer-
cise concluded on August 17, 
while the draft electoral rolls 
are scheduled to be published 
on August 24. 

As many as 1.07 crore 
voters could potentially be 
excluded from the electoral 
rolls after being categorised 
under  Absent ,  Shif ted, 
Dead, Duplicate and Others 
(ASDDO).

The response followed a 

question from expelled BJP 
MLA Basanagouda Patil Yat-
nal on whether the govern-
ment was aware of Pakistani, 
Bangladeshi and Iranian na-
tionals becoming voters after 
obtaining Aadhaar cards, ra-
tion cards and other docu-
ments.

In a separate written reply, 
Kharge said 771 illegal Ban-

gladeshi immigrants had 
been identified in Karnataka 
over the past three years. Of 
them, 57 were arrested and 
572 deported.

Bengaluru Urban account-
ed for the largest number, 
with 700 cases, followed by 
Mangaluru City with 23, Shi-
vamogga and Kolar with 12 
each, Udupi with 10, Chitra-

durga with six, Chikkamaga-
luru with five, Dharwad with 
two and Raichur with one.

Kharge said most illegal 
Bangladeshi immigrants 
were engaged in rag-picking 
and police had been instruct-
ed to monitor their move-
ments.  A Special Task Force 
has also been constituted to 
detect illegal migrants.

Illegal Bangladeshi 
migrants

• Identified: 771

• Arrested: 57

• Deported: 572

• Bengaluru Urban: 700

• SIR enumeration ended: August 17

• Draft electoral rolls: August 24
“During the SIR process 
currently underway in the 
state, no cases have been 
registered of Pakistanis, 

Bangladeshis or Iranians ob-
taining Aadhaar cards, ration cards or 
other government benefits.”

-Priyank Kharge, Home Minister
“Their ideals should be intro-
duced more and more to to-
day’s younger generation.”

-Siddaramaiah, Former CM

MONITORING AND DEPORTATION
The government said illegal Bangladeshi nationals are kept at Foreigners Restriction 

Centres until their cases are disposed of by competent courts and Exit Permits are ob-
tained. They are then deported. A Special Task Force has been formed to detect ille-
gal migrants, while police have been directed to monitor areas with high concentra-

tions of foreign nationals and conduct operations under ‘Operation Mukta’.

Rajiv Gandhi, Devaraj 
Urs ideals must reach 
youth: Siddaramaiah

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah urged Congress 
workers to familiarise the 
younger generation with the 
ideals and contributions of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and former Karnataka 
Chief Minister D. Devaraj 
Urs.

Speaking at a programme at 
Freedom Park to mark their 
birth anniversaries, Siddara-
maiah said both leaders had 
made memorable contribu-
tions to social justice and the 
creation of an egalitarian so-
ciety. He noted that their 
birthdays falling on the same 
day was significant.

Siddaramaiah recalled Ra-
jiv Gandhi’s emphasis on 
youth, saying he believed 
young people were the future 
of the country. 

He credited him with reduc-
ing the voting age to 18 and 
promoting science, technolo-
gy and telecommunications. 
Rajiv Gandhi also strength-
ened political participation of 
women and disadvantaged 
sections through the 73rd and 
74th Constitutional Amend-
ments.

Recalling Devaraj Urs’ ten-
ure, Siddaramaiah said he 
worked to ensure equal op-

portunities and social justice. 
Urs implemented land re-
forms, abolished manual 
scavenging and introduced 
debt-relief measures. He also 
implemented the Havanur 
Commission recommenda-
tions to expand educational 
and employment opportuni-
ties for backward communi-
ties.

Siddaramaiah also recalled 
his own political journey after 
Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination 
in 1991, saying the postpone-
ment of the election in which 
he was contesting from Kop-
pal affected his political ca-
reer. He urged Congress 
workers to spread awareness 
about the two leaders’ contri-
butions to democracy, social 
justice and dignity for disad-
vantaged sections.

Former CM highlights 
both leaders’ 

contributions to social 
justice, democracy, 

reforms, technology and 
empowerment of  

disadvantaged 
communities.

D. Devaraj Urs
Land reforms

Havanur Commission

Opportunities for backward classes

Abolition of manual scavenging

Debt relief measures

Rajiv Gandhi
Voting age reduced to 18

Focus on youth empowerment

Push for science and technology

Telecommunications expansion

Strengthening grassroots representation

Two leaders, lasting legacies

Ashoka alleges Cong shielding 
Nagendra, vows continued protest
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Opposition Leader R. Ashoka 
on Thursday alleged that the 
Congress high command was 
protecting Minister B. Nagen-
dra and refusing to accept his 
resignation because of alleged 
financial dealings.

Speaking to reporters after 
the Assembly proceedings, 
Ashoka claimed the govern-
ment was deliberately wasting 
the House’s time by refusing 
to discuss key public issues. 
He said drought, Bidadi 
Township, the KPSC scam, 
the NICE dispute and ra-
tion-card cuts needed detailed 
discussion in the Assembly.

Ashoka alleged that the 
Congress high command had 
received money from Nagen-
dra and had consequently al-
lowed him to continue as a 
minister. He further claimed 
that large sums had been paid 
for Cabinet formation. Asho-
ka alleged that the govern-

ment had failed to declare 
drought or provide adequate 
relief despite the passage of 
considerable time. He warned 
that public anger would even-
tually affect the Congress.

He said the Opposition 
would intensify its agitation 
and would continue raising 
issues concerning corruption 
and governance in the Assem-
bly. As part of the protest, the 
Opposition plans to offer a 
garland to the Valmiki statue 
on Friday and launch a major 
agitation. Ashoka said the Op-
position would continue its 
campaign until the govern-
ment addressed its demands.

Opposition’s 
allegations

R. Ashoka accused the 
Congress high command 

of shielding Minister B. Na-
gendra and alleged financial 

dealings linked to Cabinet 
formation. He said the 

government was avoiding 
discussions on drought, 

Bidadi Township, the KPSC 
scam, the NICE dispute and 

ration-card cuts. Ashoka 
warned that the Opposition 
would intensify its agitation, 
beginning with a programme 

at the Valmiki statue on 
Friday, until its demands are 

addressed.

Food safety 
violations

• Stations inspected:36

• Food establishments: 112

• Expired items: Curd & milk

• �Suspected colours: Jalebi, 
khoa peda

• �Other violations: Fungal 
vegetables

• �Mysuru: Women & Child 
Development; Kannada & 
Culture

• Action: Legal proceedings

GBA invites applications for ‘Pratibha Puraskar’ for meritorious students
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has invited ap-
plications from meritorious 
students who secured out-
standing marks in the SSLC 
and II PUC examinations con-
ducted during March-April 
2026 for the “Pratibha Puras-
kar” awards.

For the first time, the GBA 
is extending the programme 
to students from government, 
aided, unaided and residen-
tial institutions, besides 
CBSE, ICSE, Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalayas and GBA 
schools and colleges func-
tioning within Bengaluru Ur-

ban district.
Students who secured 621 

marks or above out of 625 in 
SSLC, equivalent to 99% and 
above, are eligible to apply. 
For II PUC, students must 
have secured 596 marks or 
above out of 600. 

CBSE and ICSE students 
scoring 496 marks or above 
out of 500 in the respective 
examinations are also eligi-
ble. Students must fill out the 

prescribed application form 
and get it verified and certi-
fied by the head of their 
school or college. Applica-
tions can be submitted to the 
Senior Assistant Director 
(Education), GBA Head Of-
fice, Annexe–3rd Building, 
3rd Floor, N.R. Square, Ben-
galuru-02.

The completed forms can 
also be emailed to greaterben-
galuruauth@gmail.com. Ap-

plications must reach the au-
thority by midnight on August 
25; those received after the 
deadline will not be consid-
ered.

The GBA has made the ap-
plication form available on its 
official website. School and 
college authorities have been 
asked to publicise the notifi-
cation and facilitate submis-
sion of details of all eligible 
students.

Pratibha Puraskar Applications
GBA’s first Pratibha Puraskar initiative will recognise high-performing students from 
Bengaluru Urban district. Students scoring at least 621/625 in SSLC or 596/600 in II 
PUC can apply. CBSE and ICSE students need 496/500 or above. Applications, veri-
fied by the institution head, must be submitted by midnight on August 25, either at 

the GBA office or through email. Late applications will not be considered.

Education must go hand in hand 
with values: Prakashanatha Swamiji

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Education plays an important 
role in a person’s develop-
ment, but values and good 
conduct are equally essential, 
said Dr. Prakashanatha Swa-
miji, Managing Director of 
BGS and SJB Group of Insti-
tutions.

Speaking at Yugma 2K26, 
the Freshers’ Day programme 
held at BGS PU College on 
Kengeri-Uttarahalli Main 
Road, he said education with-
out wisdom could lead to de-
cline. He urged students to 
complement their academic 
pursuits by developing good 
qualities, discipline and prop-
er conduct.

Bengaluru Univers i ty 
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Shivaraj 
said the youth were the 
strength of the nation and 
called upon students to pursue 

their goals with determination 
and contribute to the coun-
try’s progress.

A c t o r  a n d  s i n g e r 
Shashidhar Kote said BGS 
institutions had made signifi-
cant contributions to educa-
tion while promoting values 
and cultural harmony. He 
urged students to respect all 
languages and develop a spe-
cial love for Kannada.

DD, All India Radio and 
playback singer Bhagyashree 
appreciated the institution’s 
efforts to promote cultural 
and spiritual activities along 
with academics. She said such 
initiatives helped students de-
velop their personalities be-
yond the classroom.

Actor and model Kavya 
Shah said friends and one’s 
immediate surroundings 
played an important role in 
shaping an individual’s future.

Quarry-crusher 
owners stage 

massive protest 
in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

More than 5,000 quarry and 
crusher owners, workers and 
industry representatives gath-
ered at Freedom Park on 
Thursday, demanding an end 
to what they termed the gov-
ernment’s “dual policy” and 
immediate withdrawal of dou-
ble capital collection.

The protest was organised 
by the Karnataka State Quarry 
and Crusher Owners’ Union, 
which sought relief from sev-
eral measures affecting the 
industry. Former Deputy 
Chief Minister C.N. Ashwath 
Narayan, former minister Go-
palaiah, Congress MLA Ivan 
D’Souza and more than 10 
MLAs met the protesters.

Mines and Earth Sciences 
Minister S.S. Mallikarjun, 
who received the protesters’ 
appeal, assured them that the 
government would examine 
their demands and take appro-
priate action.

“We will discuss the issue 
of collecting capital from both 
sides and take an appropriate 
decision. The government is 
committed to finding a solu-
tion to all the problems,” Mal-
likarjun said.

He said he would discuss 
the second notice issued to 
quarry and crusher owners 
with departmental and Chief 
Secretaries and also take up 
the matter with Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar.

Mallikarjun said the previ-
ous government had imposed 
five times the tax on the quar-
ry sector, but the present gov-
ernment had constituted a 
committee and reduced the 
tax.

Biofuel policy gets fresh 
push from Karnataka

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The 82nd birth anniversary of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi was observed as Urja 
Diwas and Sadbhavana Diwas, 
at the Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj Minister’s of-
fice. Tributes were also paid to 
former Karnataka Chief Min-
ister D Devaraj Urs.

Marking International Biofu-
el Day, Karnataka State Bioen-
ergy Development Board 
Chairman S E Sudheendra sub-
mitted a report to Minister Es-
hwar Khandre on his 10-day 
US visit. He briefed the Minis-
ter on meetings with Maryland 
Governor Wes Moore, Lieu-
tenant Governor Aruna Miller, 
Indian officials and the diaspo-
ra on skill development and 
start-ups. Khandre said Sud-

heendra’s interaction with tele-
communications technologist 
Sam Pitroda on biofuels could 
help shape future development 
programmes. He suggested co-
operation between the US and 
Karnataka to upgrade and com-
mercialise biofuel initiatives.

The Minister also discussed 
the Board’s proposed new Bio-
fuel Policy and sought details 
on its implementation and 
funding requirements. He as-
sured Sudheendra that the pol-
icy proposal would be accord-
ed priority before the govern-
ment and that necessary direc-
tions would be issued.
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Mysuru decks up in festive splendor for Vara Mahalakshmi
MYSURU

 
Mysuru was filled with festive 
energy on Thursday as resi-
dents prepared to celebrate 
Vara Mahalakshmi. Markets 
across the city, including the 
historic Devaraja Market, wit-
nessed a steady rush of shop-
pers buying flowers, fruits, 
bangles, coconuts, turmeric, 
kumkum and other puja items. 

Women, families and elderly 
residents moved through 
crowded stalls, choosing ev-
erything needed to welcome 
Goddess Lakshmi into their 
homes. Streets near temples 
and residential areas also 
looked colourful, with tempo-

rary stalls adding to the festive 
atmosphere.

The celebrations, however, 
came with higher prices. Jas-
mine, kanakambara, chrysan-
themum and marigold flowers 
were in strong demand, push-

ing their prices upward. Fruit 
prices also increased as fami-
lies purchased bananas, apples, 
oranges, pomegranates and 
other traditional offerings. De-
spite the rising costs, shoppers 
continued their purchases, of-

ten bargaining with vendors 
and adjusting quantities to fit 
their budgets. Many said the 
festival was too important to 
let higher prices reduce their 
enthusiasm or affect their 
preparations.

At Devaraja Market, flower 
stalls attracted large crowds 
with bright heaps of fresh 
flowers. Vendors remained 
busy preparing garlands and 
bundles while customers com-
pared prices. Shopper Laksh-
mi, who visited the market 
with her daughter, said her 
family had noticed the price 
rise but was determined to 
complete the puja prepara-
tions. Another shopper, 

Geetha, said the crowded mar-
kets created a special festive 
feeling. She said buying flow-
ers and preparing for the puja 
were important family tradi-
tions that brought happiness 
every year. Vendors also said 
the rush had started early and 
was likely to increase during 
the evening.The festive shop-
ping was not limited to Deva-
raja Market. Markets in Kuve-
mpunagar, Saraswathipuram, 
Vontikoppal, Vijayanagar, 
Hebbal and N.R. Mohalla also 
recorded increased footfall. 
Fruit sellers reported brisk 
sales, while flower vendors 
said strong demand and limit-
ed arrivals had affected prices. 

FLOWERS FUEL FESTIVITY

Mandya extends 
cultural funding 

application deadline 

Chintamani Ambedkar 
Bhavan inauguration 

set for Aug 22

Free training for 
teacher recruitment 

exams

CH NEWS, MANDYA
Kannada and Culture 
Department has ex-

tended the deadline for 
cultural funding appli-

cations by 15 days. Reg-
istered associations and 

institutions promoting 
language, art, literature, 

music, folklore and 
dance can apply under 

the General, Special 
Unit and Scheduled 
Tribe Sub-Plan for 

2026-27. Unorganized 
artists can seek finan-

cial support to buy mu-
sical instruments and 
costumes or display 
paintings and sculp-

tures. Applications, ear-
lier accepted until Au-

gust 20, can now be 
submitted from August 
21 to September 4. In-

terested applicants 
must apply online 

through Seva Sindhu. 
For further information, 

they can contact the 
department at 080-

24410574, 080-
22213530, 9986837037 

or 080-22241325.

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA
Chintamani will host the 
inauguration of Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar Bhavan on Au-
gust 22 at 10 am. Deputy 
Chief Minister Dr. G. Para-
meshwara will inaugurate 

the building and unveil 
Baba Saheb’s bronze stat-
ue. Social Welfare Minister 
K.H. Muniyappa will open 

the new Social Welfare 
Department office. Trans-
port Minister B.S. Suresh 
will inaugurate the digital 

study centre,
 while Minister Ishwar 

Khandre will unveil the 
“Sadhaney Hadi” paint-

ings. Dr. H.C. Mahadevappa 
will unveil the Gautam 
Buddha marble statue. 

MLA Dr. M.C. 
Sudhakar will preside over 
the event, which will be at-

tended by elected repre-
sentatives and citizens.

Mysuru
Jnanabuthi, a Mysu-

ru-based organisation, has 
decided to provide free 

coaching for competitive 
examinations to be con-
ducted by the Karnataka 

School Education and Lit-
eracy Department for re-

cruitment to various vacant 
teacher posts in govern-
ment primary and high 

schools. Interested candi-
dates can register their 

names at the Jnanabuthi 
office located on the prem-

ises of the Government 
High School and Pre-Uni-

versity College at Lakshmi-
puram, Mysuru, by August 
25, 2026. Registration will 
be open from 5.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. In a press release, 
Jnanabuthi Secretary H. 

Balakrishna (9448117455) 
appealed to eligible and in-

terested candidates to 
make use of the free train-

ing programme. 

Koppal Set To Get Electric Buses Soon
Patil inspected KKRTC’s five-acre site near Koppal divisional office and 

directed officials to establish an electric bus unit promptly
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

 
Kalyan Karnataka Road 
Transpor t  Corpora t ion 
(KKRTC) Chairman Arun 
Kumar Patil said 400 new 
buses have been sanctioned 
for the corporation and 
eco-friendly electric buses 
will soon be introduced in 
Koppal under the PM E-Bus 
Seva scheme. He made the 
announcement during his vis-
it to Koppal district on Thurs-
day.

Patil inspected transport fa-
cilities and development 
works in the city. He met 
Koppal MP Rajashekar Hitnal 
and discussed the need for 
better bus services, particular-
ly for people living in rural 
areas. The MP requested ad-
ditional transport facilities to 
improve connectivity for res-
idents across the district.

At the Koppal Central Bus 
Station, Patil inspected basic 

facilities, two-wheeler park-
ing, toilets and urinals. He 
also visited the bus pass 
counter to check whether stu-
dents and passengers were 
receiving passes properly. He 
directed officials to maintain 
cleanliness and ensure pas-
sengers receive essential ser-
vices without difficulty.

Patil also inspected a five-
acre vacant site allotted to 
KKRTC with the approval of 
the District Collector. He vis-
ited the area near the Koppal 

divisional office, where old 
residential buildings had been 
removed, and instructed offi-
cials to take steps to establish 
an electric bus unit there at 
the earliest.

Later, Patil reviewed the 
physical and financial prog-
ress of the Koppal division 
with divisional controllers, 
branch heads and unit manag-
ers. He appreciated the work 
of officials and urged employ-
ees to remain committed to 
providing safe, reliable and 

quality transport services. The 
visit also included a pro-
gramme commemorating for-
mer Chief Minister D. 

Devaraja Urs. KKRTC offi-
cials and staff, including divi-
sional and unit managers, at-
tended the meetings and in-
spections.

n �KKRTC receives sanc-
tion for 400 new buses

n �Electric buses planned 
under PM E-Bus Seva

n �Officials instructed to 
build electric bus unit

n �Koppal Central Bus 
Station facilities in-
spected

n �MP seeks improved ru-
ral transport facilities

n �Division reviewed for 
physical, financial prog-
ress

AT A GLANCE

Gadag youth raise 
voice over water crisis
CH NEWS, Malingaraya pujar

 
Residents of Gadag-Betageri 
have continued to face drink-
ing water shortages for de-
cades, with some households 
reportedly waiting 20 to 25 
days for regular supply. 

The Gadag Youth Voters 
and Citizens Forum has now 
stepped up its campaign, call-
ing the situation a serious vi-
olation of citizens’ constitu-
tional rights. The group has 
accused the municipal admin-
istration and state government 
of failing to provide a de-
pendable drinking water sys-
tem despite years of promises 
and spending on various proj-
ects.

The forum has pointed to a 
Karnataka High Court order 
dated May 28, 2025, in the 
case of Ramesh Nayak L. ver-
sus State of Karnataka. Ac-
cording to the forum, the 
court observed that access to 
safe and clean drinking water 
is connected with the funda-
mental right to life under Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitution. 
Youth leaders argue that the 
continuing shortage in Gadag 
raises serious questions about 
whether authorities are fulfill-
ing their responsibility to res-
idents. They say people 
should not have to struggle 
for basic drinking water in a 
developing city.

Residents have also ex-
pressed frustration over re-
peated election promises. The 
forum alleges that large proj-
ects and pipeline works are 

announced during elections, 
but many people continue to 
depend on tankers and other 
uncertain sources. It has de-
manded accountability from 
municipal officials and called 
for action against those re-
sponsible for prolonged sup-
ply failures. The group has 
also sought a permanent, sci-
entific plan to ensure clean 
drinking water reaches house-
holds regularly, preferably at 
least once every two days.

Another major demand is 
the release of a white paper 
showing how much public 
money has been spent on 
drinking water projects in 
Gadag during the past decade. 
The forum has given the au-
thorities 15 days to announce 
a clear action plan for a last-
ing solution. If no satisfactory 
response comes, its leaders 
have warned that they will 
mobilise residents and consid-
er approaching the High 
Court through a Public Inter-
est Litigation.

 For Gadag’s residents, the 
issue is no longer about prom-
ises, but about securing a reli-
able supply of a basic neces-
sity and ensuring that decades 
of waiting finally come to an 
end.

Action should be taken to solve the 
drinking water problem of Gadag 

city. Access to drinking water is a civil 
right. Gen Z voters have started a 

signature campaign with their blood 
for water

-	 Anil Menasinakayi is a BJP leader

Six child labourers rescued in Ballari raid
CH NEWS, Ballari

 
Six child and adolescent la-
bourers were rescued during a 
joint inspection conducted by 
the district administration and 
Labour Department in Moka 
Hobli of Ballari district on 
Thursday.

The operation was carried 
out under the ‘Pan-India Res-
cue and Rehabilitation Cam-
paign’ aimed at identifying 
and rescuing children and ad-
olescents engaged in labour. 
The action followed a meet-
ing of the Child and Adoles-
cent Labour Task Force Com-
mittee held in the presence of 
the Deputy Tahsildar, as di-
rected by the Deputy Com-
missioner.

After the meeting, the task 
force team conducted surprise 
inspections at various estab-
lishments and shops across 

Moka Hobli. During the in-
spections, officials found chil-
dren being employed in viola-
tion of labour regulations. Six 
child and adolescent workers 
were immediately rescued 
and taken into protective cus-
tody.

Officials recorded the state-
ments of the rescued children 
at the spot before producing 
them before the Child Welfare 
Committee for further action. 
The authorities also distribut-
ed pamphlets and displayed 
awareness posters at estab-
lishments in the area, inform-
ing owners and employers 
about the harmful effects of 
child labour and the legal 
consequences of employing 
children.

The rescue operation in-
volved officials and personnel 
from several departments. 
Deputy Tahsildar Pandurang, 

Labour Inspector Ramesh, 
District Child Labour Project 
Director Mounesh, Education 
Coordinator Prasanna, Dis-
trict Tobacco Control Cell 
Consultant Prashanth Kumar 
and Health Department offi-
cial Govindappa participated 
in the operation.

Personnel from the District 
Child Protection Unit, includ-
ing Sudha, Child Helpline 
1098 representative Chan-
drakala,\ REACH organisa-
tion coordinator Basamma 
and para-legal volunteer 
Lakshmi were also part of the 
team.

Officials said such inspec-
tions and awareness pro-
grammes would continue to 
prevent child labour and en-
sure that children are protect-
ed from exploitation and pro-
vided opportunities for educa-
tion and rehabilitation.

MITF begins first round of discussions 
ahead of major Dasara initiative

MYSURU
 

The first round of discussions 
for the Mysore Integrated 
Task Force (MITF), an initia-
tive through the Anita Hu-
manitarian Foundation, com-
menced on Thursday with a 
committed group of citizens, 
social leaders and profession-
als coming together with a 
shared vision for a stronger, 
more inclusive and progres-
sive Mysuru.

The meeting brought to-
gether Mimicry Dayanand, 
Mahendra Singh, Suresh 
Babu, Dr. Shyam Prasad Shet-
ty, Besina Maharshi, Jay-
aprakash, Triveni, Shweta, 
Gurudutt, Dr. Anita Prasad, 
Ashwini and Saraswati.

The Task Force has already 
begun planning its first major 
public initiative, a large-scale 
Mysuru event to be held 
ahead of Dasara. The pro-
posed programme will bring 
together initiatives focused on 
women's empowerment, so-
cial impact, community de-
velopment and recognition of 
individuals who are making a 
meaningful difference to soci-
ety.

The event will also feature 
an awards ceremony honour-

ing individuals and organisa-
tions whose contributions are 
creating positive social 
change and inspiring commu-
nities through action.

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Dr. Anita Prasad said 
that MITF is envisioned as a 
platform that brings citizens, 
organisations, corporates and 
social-impact leaders together 
to identify challenges facing 
Mysuru and work collectively 
towards practical solutions. 
The Task Force believes that 
meaningful change is possible 
when citizens, corporates, 
civil society organisations and 
institutions work together be-
yond traditional boundaries. 
MITF will therefore seek to 
create opportunities for col-
laboration, participation and 

community-led action across 
Mysuru.

The first meeting marks 
only the beginning of a broad-
er initiative. The team will 
shortly announce further de-
tails about the upcoming 
event, partnership opportuni-
ties, participation and avenues 
through which corporates, 
organisations and citizens can 
contribute.

Mysuru is a city with a re-
markable heritage. MITF 
seeks to help build an equally 
remarkable future, through 
participation, responsibility, 
compassion and collective ac-
tion. For further information 
and partnership opportunities: 
Anita Humanitarian Founda-
tion, Mysore Integrated Task 
Force (MITF).

JK Tyre hands over 
advanced fluoride testing 

kit to Health Dept
MYSURU

 
JK Tyre and Industries Lim-
ited on Thursday handed 
over an advanced Thermo 
Scientific Ion Meter Fluo-
ride Kit  to the District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department under its Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative.

The equipment has been 
provided to support the de-
partment’s fluorosis control 
and prevention programme 
being implemented under 
the National Health Mis-
sion, with the objective of 
strengthening communi-
ty-level healthcare activities 
a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  p u b l i c 
health. The advanced fluo-
ride-ion meter is designed 
to accurately detect fluoride 
levels in drinking water and 
help ensure the safety of 
water consumed by the pub-
lic.  The equipment was 
handed over to the District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Officer.

District Health and Fami-
ly Welfare Officer Dr. Mo-
han K. said the equipment 
would help detect fluoride 

levels in drinking water in 
rural and urban areas quick-
ly.Excessive fluoride in 
drinking water can lead to 
fluorosis, which affects the 
teeth and bones. The ad-
vanced kit would enable the 
department to rapidly test 
water quality and urine 
samples of suspected cases, 
helping authorities take 
timely preventive measures 
and ensure access to safe 
drinking water, he said.

The Health Department 
thanked senior officials of 
JK Tyre for the company’s 
public-oriented initiative 
and its concern for commu-
nity health.District RCH 
Officer Dr. Mohammed Sir-
aj Ahmed, District Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. Gopi-
nath, District Surveillance 
Officer Dr. Nagaraj, medi-
cal officer of the District 
Cholera Control Team Dr. 
Puttathayamma, Fluorosis 
Programme Consultant Dr. 
Yakuth Naveen, JK Tyre 
Chief Manager Jagadish R., 
Deputy Chief Manager Anil 
A.V. ,  Deputy  Manager 
Nagaraj and health depart-
ment staff were present.

“Cancel all illegal MDA 
50:50 site allotments 
made between 2019 

and 2023”
MYSURU

 
Welcoming the cancella-
tion of 1,100 illegal site 
allotments made under the 
Mysuru Urban Develop-
ment Authority’s (MUDA) 
50:50  scheme,  former 
minister and senior Janata 
Dal (Secular) leader Sa Ra 
Mahesh demanded that all 
illegal allotments made 
between 2019 and 2023 
also be cancelled.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Thursday, 
Mahesh al leged that  a 
₹5,000-crore scam had 
taken place in the allot-
ment of sites under MU-
DA’s 50:50 ratio scheme. 
Urban Development and 
Mysuru District-In-Charge 
Minister  Dr.  Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah had can-
celled 1,100 sites allotted 
from 2023 onwards, but 
alleged that sites allotted 
between 2019 and 2023 
had not been cancelled. 
All illegal sites allotted 
during this period be can-
celled and that sites be al-
lotted to the genuine land-
owners as per the agree-
ment.

Exam centres in Ballari Get 200-metre curbs
BALLARI

 
The Ballari district administration has imposed prohibitory orders 
within a 200-metre radius of examination centres for the Karna-
taka Open School (KOS) supplementary examinations. The ex-
ams will be held from August 24 to September 3 at the District 
Institute of Education and Training (DIET) centre. Deputy Com-
missioner and District Magistrate K. Nagendra Prasad issued the 
order under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita, 2023, to ensure smooth conduct of the examinations. 

STATE-LEVEL RETIRED EMPLOYEES 
MEET HELD IN BALLARI

CH NEWS, Ballari
 

The Karnataka State Govern-
ment Retired Employees Asso-
ciation, Ballari district unit, or-
ganised a state-level council 
meeting at Dr. Joladarashi Dod-
dana Gowda Rangamandira in 
Ballari on Tuesday, with more 
than 500 retired employees par-
ticipating.The programme was 
inaugurated by Principal District 
and Sessions Judge and District 
Legal Services Authority Chair-
man Siddalinga Prabhu. He ex-
tended his best wishes to retired 
employees and expressed hope 
that they would lead a peaceful 
and happy retired life.

Association State President 

Dr. L. Byrappa, who presided 
over the programme, said efforts 
would be made to implement 
the Sandhya Suraksha scheme, 
secure a 10 per cent pension in-
crease for pensioners who have 
completed 70 years and estab-
lish association buildings at all 
district and taluk headquarters.

As part of the government’s 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, 
participants took an anti-drug 
pledge during the event. The 
meeting also resolved to pro-
mote sports activities in schools 
and colleges, conduct tree-plant-
ing programmes and organise 
pledge-taking activities across 
the district to create awareness 
about the dangers of drug abuse.

Nandini awareness 
programme held 

for students
CH NEWS, Ballari

 
A Nandini awareness pro-
gramme and drawing com-
petition were organised for 
school students at Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh Vidya 
Kendra in Ballari on Thurs-
day to highlight the impor-
tance of milk, dairy prod-
ucts and nutrition.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  w a s 
jointly organised by the 
Karnataka Milk Federation 
(KMF) and the  Raich-
ur-Ballari-Koppal District 
Cooperative Milk Produc-
ers’ Union (RABAKOVI). 
Addressing the gathering, 
Union Managing Director 
S. Sudarshan Reddy said 
milk is an essential nutri-
tious food in daily life. 
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BJP protest demands Minister Nagendra’s immediate resignation

PM Kisan  
farmers urged to 
complete e-KYC

Gadag invites 
applications for 

community auditor posts

Chitradurga
Farmers under PM Kisan 

must complete biometric or 
face-based e-KYC to receive 

installment, officials said. 
The 24th installment is ex-
pected in September with 

farmers receiving Rs. 2,000 
every four months. The 

scheme provides Rs. 6,000 
through three direct bank 
transfers. The rule aims to 
prevent fake claims and 

stop payments to deceased 
beneficiaries. OTP-based 

e-KYC is no longer accepted. 
In Chitradurga district, 

1,51,498 of 1,51,693 benefi-
ciaries have pending e-KYC. 
Farmers can complete it at 
Common Service Centers, 

Grama One, Karnataka One, 
Raitha Sampark Kendras or 
through the PM Kisan app.

Gadag
Sanjeevini-KSRLPS has invit-

ed applications for 13 commu-
nity auditor positions in Gadag 
district. Women from self-help 
groups or their daughters will 
receive first priority. Selected 

candidates will conduct inter-
nal audits of self-help groups 

and gram panchayat-level un-
ions. Applicants must hold a 
B. Com, M. Com, BBA or MBA 

in Finance. The last date to 
apply is August 31. Application 

forms can be collected and 
submitted in person at the 
NRLM section of the Taluk 

Campaign Management Unit. 
Interested candidates can 

contact their respective Taluk 
Panchayat offices for further 

details. The Gadag Zilla 
Panchayat Chief Executive Of-

ficer announced the recruit-
ment through an official re-

lease.

Chitradurga hosts training 
for minority cooperatives

Thippeswamy stressed cooperatives’ social, educational and economic role, 
urging officials to follow laws and noting leadership reservation amendments

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

A one-day state-level training 
program for office bearers, 
directors and chief executive 
officers of selected minority 
cooperative societies in Ben-
galuru division was held in 
Chitradurga on Thursday. 

The program was jointly 
organized by the Cooperation 
Department, Karnataka State 
Cooperative Federation and 
Chitradurga District Cooper-
ative Union at Aishwarya 
Naveen Hotel Auditorium on 
NH 4.

Cooperative Ratna awardee 
R. Malleshappa said the fed-
eration and district coopera-
tive unions play an important 
role in strengthening cooper-
atives through training. Par-
ticipants from Chitradurga, 
Bengaluru, Davanagere, 
Chikkaballapur, Tumakuru 
and Shivamogga districts at-
tended the program. He urged 
them to understand coopera-
tive laws and make proper use 
of facilities offered by the 
Karnataka Minorities Devel-

opment Corporation.
Cooperative Ratna awardee 

G.E. Ajjappa said training 
was essential for societies 
seeking growth. He urged co-
operatives to maintain trans-
parent financial dealings 
without discrimination based 
on caste, religion or commu-
nity. Director H.M. Majuna-
thappa said elected presidents 
must take greater responsibil-
ity and use such training to 
improve the functioning of 
their societies.

Union President H.N. Thip-

peswamy, who presided over 
the event, said the cooperative 
sector plays an important role 
in providing economic, edu-
cational and social benefits. 
He urged secretaries and 
board members to perform 
their duties responsibly and 
strictly follow legal provi-
sions. He also referred to re-
cent amendments providing 
reservation for cooperative 
socie ty  pres idents  and 
vice-presidents.

Additional Registrar H.S. 
Nagarajaiah explained recent 

amendments and important 
provisions of cooperative law. 
Senior journalist H.B. Manju-
nath spoke about time man-
agement and stress manage-
ment, while Karnataka Mi-
norities Development Corpo-
ration District Manager Ma-
hebub Ali explained available 
facilities. The program began 
with the national song and 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks by District Coopera-
tive Union Manager Soumya.

HIGHLIGHTS
• One-day state-level training 

held in Chitradurga.

• Six districts participated in 
minority cooperative training.

• Training covered amended 
cooperative laws and regulations.

• Minority Corporation facilities 
explained to participants.

• Leaders urged responsible, 
legally compliant cooperative 

management.

• Financial transactions urged 
beyond caste, creed divisions.

Boat service resumes, but 
bridge dream remains

MALINGARAYA PUJAR 
CH NEWS

 
The boat service between Ma-
gala and Vithalapur across the 
Tungabhadra River has re-
sumed after remaining closed 
for nearly eight months. 

The service was stopped 
after the boat, locally known 
as Nadadoni, developed a 
hole and became unsafe for 
travel. Following repairs, the 
boat is now operating again, 
bringing temporary relief to 
residents of border areas in 
Gadag, Haveri  and Vi-
jayanagar districts. People 
living along the river, includ-
ing farmers, students and dai-
ly commuters, have wel-
comed the return of the ser-
vice.

The boat is an important 
link between Magala village 
in Huvinahadagali taluk of 
Vijayanagar district and 
Vithalapur in Mundaragi taluk 
of Gadag district. For many 
residents, crossing the river 
by boat is part of their daily 
routine. The suspension had 
created serious difficulties, 
forcing people to take longer 
routes and spend more time 
and money on travel. The re-
sumption has eased these 
problems for now, but locals 
say the boat cannot be consid-
ered a safe and lasting answer 
to their transportation needs.

The demand for a perma-
nent bridge across the Tung-
abhadra is decades old. Resi-

dents have been seeking a 
proper bridge since 1972, but 
their demand remains unful-
filled despite several govern-
ments coming to power. 

A Detailed Project Report 
has reportedly been prepared, 
yet progress on the project 
has remained slow. Differenc-
es among elected representa-
tives over the proposed loca-
tion have added to the delay. 
Some Gadag leaders support 
a bridge between Itagi and 
Belahunasi, while Shirahatti 

MLA Chandru Lamani has 
said a site near Kallaganur 
would be more useful for peo-
ple.

Residents believe political 
differences should not stand 
in the way of a project that 
affects thousands of people. 
They want district ministers 
and elected representatives 
from the concerned areas to 
work together, set aside per-
sonal differences and find a 
common solution. MLA Dr 
Chandru Lamani has urged 
the government to respond 
quickly and release funds for 
construction. The renewed 
boat  service may have 
brought a sigh of relief, but 
people say their real hope lies 
in a permanent bridge that can 
provide safer, faster and more 
reliable travel throughout the 
year. Until that happens, the 
river will continue to separate 
communities that are waiting 
for a lasting connection.

The boat reconnects 
Magala and Vithalapur, 

easing travel 
hardships, but 

residents say regular 
crossings remain 

unsafe and demand a 
permanent 

transportation solution 
across the river

CH NEWS, GADAG

Bharatiya Janata Party leaders 
and workers from Shirahatti and 
Mundargi mandals staged a pro-
test outside the Gadag District 
Collector’s office, demanding 
the resignation of Minister B. 
Nagendra over the alleged ir-
regularities in the Maharishi 
Valmiki Scheduled Tribes De-
velopment Corporation.

 Hundreds of party workers 
took part in the demonstration 
and raised slogans against the 
Congress government.

The protesters accused the 
government of failing to act 
firmly despite the seriousness of 
the alleged multi-crore scam. 
They said it was unacceptable 
for a minister facing allegations 

linked to the controversy to 
continue in office. The demon-
strators demanded that Nagen-
dra step down immediately and 
that the government order a fair 
and impartial investigation.

The protest was organized by 
BJP leaders from the Shirahatti 
Assembly constituency, Shira-
hatti mandal and Mundargi 
mandal. Addressing the gather-
ing, party representatives said 

public money must be protected 
and those responsible for finan-
cial irregularities should face 
appropriate action. They urged 
the authorities to ensure that the 
investigation is conducted with-
out political influence.

The protesters later submitted 
their demands through the dis-
trict administration, seeking im-
mediate government interven-
tion. They said people deserve 

transparency and accountability 
in the handling of funds meant 
for the welfare of Scheduled 
Tribe communities. The demon-
stration also highlighted the 
BJP’s criticism of the Congress 
government’s handling of the 
controversy. Mandal president 
Sunil Mahantashetty, Kumaras-
wamy Hiremath, district gener-
al secretary Pakkiresh Rattihal-
li, Lingaraj Patil, Gangadhar 
Menas inaka i ,  Basava ra j 
Bilimaggada, Pramod Shah 
Gunda, M.S. Karigowda, Hem-
agirish Havinal and several oth-
er BJP leaders and workers par-
ticipated. The protesters said 
they would continue raising the 
issue until their demand for ac-
countability and a transparent 
probe is addressed.

AT A GLANCE
• BJP workers staged protest 

outside Gadag Collector’s office

• Protesters demanded 
Minister B. Nagendra’s 
immediate resignation

• Hundreds participated, 
raising slogans against 
Congress government

• BJP alleged multi-crore 
irregularities in corporation 

funds

• Protesters demanded fair, 
impartial investigation with-

out political influence

• Leaders sought trans-
parency, accountability in 

welfare fund handling

PRESCILLA MONTEIRO DIES AFTER 
BRIEF ILLNESS IN MANGALURU

MANGALURU

Prescilla Monteiro, 81, of Moodu-
jeppu, Kelarai, died at a private 
hospital on August 19 following a 
brief illness. She was the wife of 
the late Gilbert Monteiro and was 
known as a progressive farmer and 
philanthropist. Prescilla maintained 
warm relationships with neigh-

bours and acquaintances. She was 
the mother of Rohan Monteiro, 
Managing Director of Rohan Cor-
poration, and is survived by three 
sons, three daughters and 14 grand-
children. Her mortal remains will 
be kept at St. Anna’s Church, Ke-
larai, on August 21 from 10.30 am. 
The Holy Eucharist will be held at 
11 am, followed by funeral rites.

Voter revision notices issued 
across Mandya constituency

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Mandya Sub-Divisional Offi-
cer Shivamurthy said the draft 
voter list for the Mandya As-
sembly constituency will in-
clude 1,93,788 voters after the 
special revision process. 

He said the exercise aims to 
improve accuracy and protect 
every eligible citizen's voting 
rights. During verification, 
officials identified about 
37,981 ASG voter names for 
removal, while notices are be-
ing issued.

About 25,000 voters have 
received notices for different 
reasons, including 7,042 cases 
involving no mapping and 
around 18,000 cases involv-
ing logical errors. Booth Lev-
el Officers are delivering no-
tices to voters. Following 
Election Commission direc-
tions, 20 inquiry officers have 
been appointed to examine 
cases. Ten officers will work 
in rural areas and ten in urban 

areas.
Voters who receive notices 

should attend the inquiry at 
the date, time and place men-
tioned in their notice, without 
fear. Shivamurthy appealed to 
them to bring any two docu-
ments from the 12 accepted 
documents available to estab-
lish their eligibility. Officials 
will verify the documents and 
take action to include eligible 
names in the final list. He said

the revision is intended to 
make the electoral roll accu-
rate, transparent and reliable. 
The final voter list is sched-
uled for publication on Octo-

ber 27, 2026. He clarified that 
voters who fail to attend the 
hearing or submit required 
documents may face action 
according to election rules. 
He urged citizens to respond 
and use the opportunity to 
correct any errors in their re-
cords.

He stressed that the revision 
process is not meant to trou-
ble voters, but to ensure that 
eligible names remain on the 
electoral roll. Tehsildar Vish-
wanath, Municipal Commis-
sioner Pampashree and repre-
sentatives of political parties 
attended the press conference.

CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy on 
Thursday remembered former 
Chief Minister D. Devaraja 
Urs as a great leader who 
opened educational opportu-
nities for Karnataka’s back-
ward classes. 

He said Urs lit a lamp of 
knowledge by establishing 
hostels that helped poor stu-
dents continue their studies 
instead of remaining tied to 
traditional occupations.

Speaking at Tarasu Theatre 
during Urs’s 111th birth anni-
versary, Kumaraswamy said 
the former chief minister’s 
land reforms also changed ru-
ral society. The “tiller is the 
owner” principle ended the 
zamindari system and gave 
land rights to farmers who 
worked on it. He said these 
measures strengthened poor 
and disadvantaged families.

He urged students to see ed-
ucation as a path to knowl-
edge, values and self-reliance, 
not only government employ-
ment. He advised them to 
avoid wasting time on mobile 
phones and social media, and 
instead focus on regular 

study, concentration, skills 
and preparation for competi-
tive examinations. He also 
reminded students that par-
ents make sacrifices and ex-
pect them to succeed.

SJM College lecturer S. 
Laxmikant said Urs remained 
a symbol of social justice be-
cause he worked to extend 
constitutional rights to weak-
er sections. He praised Urs as 
a leader who promoted 
equality, supported farmers 
and encouraged self-employ-
ment. Educationist R.A. 
Chetan Ram also spoke about 
value-based education, cre-
ativity and personal growth, 
urging young people to de-
velop their own thinking and 
writing habits.

The event, organized by the 
district administration, Zilla 
Panchayat and Backward 
Classes Welfare Department, 
included floral tributes and 
recognition of talented stu-
dents. Winners of essay and 
debate contests, along with 
high-scoring hostel students, 
received awards. Speakers 
urged the younger generation 
to carry Urs’s ideals forward 
and build a fairer society to-
gether.

Students urged to embrace 
Urs’s educational vision

Urs remembered as courageous 
champion of social justice

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Former Chief Minister D. De-
varaja Urs was remembered as a 
courageous leader who worked 
to build an equal society during 
his 111th birth anniversary cele-
bration in Haveri. 

Urban Development Author-
ity President S.F.N. Ghazi Gow-
dra said Urs left a lasting mark 
through his progressive vision 
and efforts to uplift backward 
classes, Dalits, poor, landless 
and exploited communities.

The programme was jointly 
organized by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
Backward Classes Welfare 
Department, D. Devaraja Urs 
Backward Classes Develop-

ment Corporation and Kanna-
da and Culture Department at 
District Guru Bhavan. Ghazi 
Gowdra said the Land Re-
forms Act and measures 
against bonded labour were 
among Urs’s historic achieve-
ments. He urged young peo-
ple to study Urs’s life and 
follow his ideals of equality, 
justice and human dignity.

Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Vijayamahanthesh Danamma-
vara said Urs became a strong 
voice for disadvantaged com-
munities through several pro-
gressive measures. He high-
lighted land reforms, mini-
mum wages, rural employ-
ment initiatives, welfare 
schemes for senior citizens 

and persons with disabilities, 
and efforts to end manual 
scavenging. Urs also promot-
ed Kannada as an administra-
tive language, renamed My-
sore State as Karnataka and 
supported literature, arts, the-
atre and cultural institutions.

The speakers recalled Urs’s 
decision to establish the L.G. 
Havanur Commission and in-
troduce reservation for back-
ward classes based on its find-
ings. They said he also en-
couraged political participa-
tion among backward, Dalit 
and minority communities. 
Minister Rudrappa Manappa 
Lamani sent a message recall-
ing Urs’s political journey and 
ideals.  

Gadag Police seek help 
finding missing student

GADAG: Gadag Rural Police 
have launched an investigation 
after an 12-year-old boy went 
missing from Kurtakoti village 
in Gadag taluk on August 10.

Police said the boy, identi-
fied as Niti, is the son of 
Lakshman Bhajantri. He is 
studying in eighth standard 
and was reportedly missing 
from a relative’s house at 
about 1 p.m. His family 
searched nearby places and 
contacted relatives before ap-
proaching police and filing a 
complaint. According to the 
police description, Niti is 
about four feet tall, has a slen-
der face, average build, 
wheatish complexion and 
brown hair. He was last seen 
wearing a brown T-shirt and 
brown shorts. He can read, 
write and speak Kannada.

Gadag Rural Police Station 
registered case number 
207/2026 and began efforts to 
trace him. Police have ap-
pealed to the public to share 
any information that could 
help locate the missing child.

People who find the boy or 
have relevant information can 
contact Gadag Rural Police 
Station or the Gadag Control 
Room through the numbers 
provided by police.

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

Short-Term Tender is invited for Housing Project work by 
Bangalore Development Authority (Indent Number: BDA/ 
2026-27/BD/WORK_INDENT275)
Tender Schedule: (1) Date of availability of Tender 
Documents in e-portal: 20.08.2026 (2) Last date and time 
for submission of Tender Pre-Bid Enquiries: 22.08.2026, 
11.00 A.Μ. (3) Date and time of Tender Pre-Bid Meeting: 
24.08.2026, 3.00 P.M. (4) Last date and time for submission of 
Tender: 16.09.2026, 4.00 P.M. (5) Date of opening Technical 
Bid of Tender: 17.09.2026 after 4.30 P.M.
Interested contractors can view further details on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is requested to 
contact the Housing Project Division-1 of BDA during office hours.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7)  @BDAOfficialGoK
Note: For any reason if there is delay in uploading the Tender 
Documents in e-portal, the revised/modified Tender Schedule 
will only be published in e-portal.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, HPD-1 Division, BDA, Bengaluru

INVITATION FOR SHORT-TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/)

No:BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-229/2026-27 Date: 20.08.2026
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The Executive Engineer, Public Works Department Division, Haveri-581110
E-Mail ID : eehaveri@gmail.com, Phone No. 08375-234725, GST No. 29BLRT05207G1DE

Page. No. : 229

Work Order No.MC&A/HBL-441-B / Size : 7 x 8 Sq.cm
City Highlights (Karnataka edn.)

Advtment Date : 21-08-2026

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer,

Public Works Department Division, Haveri

E-Tender Notification
On 19-08-2026 through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal
tender notification has been issued for the following Work
Indent No. 38858 Last date for submission of tender receipt
is assigned on Dated : 07-09-2026 (upto 4:00 PM) and Work
Indent No. 33292/Call-2 & 34485/Call-2 Last date for submission
of tender receipt is assigned on Dated: 28-08-2026 (upto 4:00
PM). For further additional information, any changes &
queries visit https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

This office letter No.033/PB/Tnd/5054-4059TSP/2026-27/
2126/  Dated:19-08-2026

Sd/- (N.N.Patil)
Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Haveri

DIPR/Haveri/299/KSMCA/2026-27

JOB NO     679/83    13 X 2

Re Tender is invited through e-procurement in two cover
system subject to conditions from eligible contractors
registered with PWD regarding implementation of
works with details mentioned below in the limits of
Chikkamagaluru Urban Development Authority.
Sl.No. 1. Details: Work of development of Hiremagaluru
Kenchanakatte Lake in the limits of Chikkamagaluru
Urban Development Authority. Indent No. CKMUDA/2026-
27/OW/WORK_INDENT12/CALL-2 Approx. Amount (Rs. In
lakhs) : 320.00 E.M.D. As mentioned in e-portal
Tender Form Fee as per e-procurement portal.
*) Date and time of Pre-bid Meeting: 10.09.2026 at 16.00
Hrs. *)  Last date and time for submission of objections
in e-procurement portal: 10.09.2026 up to 12.00 Hrs.
*)  Last date and time for submission of Tender Forms
in e-procurement portal: 19.09.2026 up to 17.00 Hrs.
*)  Date and time of opening Technical Bid: 21.09.2026
at 11.00 Hrs.  *)  Date and time of opening Financial
Bid: 28.09.2026 at 11.00 Hrs.
Further details can be obtained during working hours
of the office and from e-portal https://kppp.karnataka.
gov.in Corrigendum,if any, will be published only in
e-portal.

DIPR/ckm/ksmca/26-27/95/679

Chikkmagaluru Urban Development Authority
Hiremagaluru REsidential Layout, First Phase

Hiremagaluru -Kadur Bypass Road, Kalyana Nagara,
Chikkamagaluru-577102.  www.chikmagalur.uda.gov.in

Tel: 08262-295712 Email: cmr_cudackm@yahoo.in
No.: CUDA:Indent12/CALL-2:2026-27        Date: 18.08.2026

e-Procurement Re Tender Notice

Sd/-  Commissioner Sd/-  President
Chikkamagaluru Urban Development Authority,

Chikkamagaluru.

Short-Term Tender Notification

Public Works Department,
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief, PAMC,

PWD Bengaluru-560001
No.EIC/PWD/10/PRAMC/2026-27/747 Date: 20.08.2026

The Executive Enginer, PRAMC, KPWD on behalf of
Governor of Karnataka, invites Short Term Tender for
Ten Building work in Chikkamagaluru District. Further
details can be obtained from Karnataka KPP Portal
(www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from 20.08.2026, 5.30 p.m.

Sd/- Executive Engineer , PRAMC, KPWD,
DIPR/DD-CP/2350/KSMCA/2026-27 Bengaluru.

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

E-KYC DRIVE SUPPORTS WIDER 
ACCESS TO RURAL JOBS

Srinivas said digital systems would track workers and progress, while gram 
panchayats would assist families with job cards, e-KYC and work demands

CH NEWS, GUDIBANDE

A special awareness cam-
paign under the Viksit Bharat 
Guarantee for Employment 
and Livelihood Mission (Ru-
ral) scheme is being conduct-
ed across Gudibande taluk 
from August 15 to September 
15. As part of the campaign, a 
job card fair was held at Var-
lakonda village on Thursday 
to help rural families access 
employment opportunities.

Assistant Director A.R. Sri-
nivas said job card fairs 
would be organized in all 
gram panchayats of the taluk. 
He said officials were plan-
ning works to create more 
employment days for rural 
families. The campaign also 
focuses on visiting house-
holds, issuing new job cards 
to eligible families, renewing 
existing cards and completing 
e-KYC procedures.

Srinivas said workers’ at-
tendance, work progress and 
related records would increas-
ingly be managed through 

digital systems. The main 
aim, he said, was to bring em-
ployment opportunities direct-
ly to deserving families. Peo-
ple seeking information about 
job cards, e-KYC or submit-
ting work demands were ad-
vised to approach their re-
spective gram panchayats.

The scheme is also expect-
ed to reduce migration from 
villages to cities by creating 
work locally. Officials urged 
eligible unskilled workers to 

make full use of the pro-
gramme and strengthen their 
livelihoods. Information Edu-
cation Coordinator Ramanji 
said special efforts were being 
made to identify families with 
inactive job cards through 
door-to-door visits and inform 
them about employment and 
individual benefit schemes.

He said the campaign 
would particularly encourage 
participation among weaker 
sections and improve eco-

nomic security through job 
creation. During drought con-
ditions, priority would be giv-
en to works related to water 
conservation, groundwater 
recharge and activities sup-
porting long-term livelihoods. 
Panchayat Development Offi-
cers Narasimhamurthy and 
Sathyaprasad, labour organiz-
er Naveen, technical staff 
member Narasimappa and 
gram panchayat employees 
attended the programme.

HIGHLIGHTS
• Special awareness campaign 

runs till September 15.

• Job card fair held at Varlakonda 
village.

• House-to-house visits target 
needy rural families.

• New cards, renewals and e-KYC 
prioritized.

• Campaign aims to reduce rural-
urban migration.

• Water conservation works 
prioritized for livelihood security.

Belagavi division targets improved 
SSLC results through FLN

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

Dr. Eshwar Ullagaddi, Addi-
tional Commissioner of the 
School Education Depart-
ment, urged teachers and ed-
ucation officials to work to-
gether to strengthen Founda-
tional Literacy and Numeracy 
(FLN) and Lesson-Based 
Assessment (LBA) pro-
grammes to improve SSLC 
results. 

He was speaking at a Be-
lagavi division-level consul-
tative meeting held at Desh-
pande Foundation Sabha Bha-
van on the BVB campus in 
Hubballi on Thursday.

Ullagaddi congratulated 
teachers and officials after the 
Belagavi division secured 
first place in the state in the 
latest SSLC results. He said 
the achievement was the re-
sult of continuous efforts by 
school staff and education of-
ficers. However, he urged 
them not to become compla-
cent and instead aim for better 
performance during the cur-
rent academic year through 
planned preparation.

He said the department’s 
target should not be limited to 
achieving 100 percent results. 
Teachers must focus on im-

proving learning quality and 
helping students achieve 
strong marks. He highlighted 
the 60 Plus programme and 
urged officials to ensure its 
effective implementation. 
LBA questions, he said, can 
help identify learning gaps, 
while regular reviews of stu-
dent answers and progress can 
guide additional teaching.

Ullagaddi said FLN must 
receive special attention at the 
primary level.  Students 
should gradually develop 
reading skills at word, sen-
tence and paragraph levels, 
along with basic mathemati-
cal abilities such as addition, 
subtraction, multiplication 
and division. Monthly learn-
ing standards will be re-

viewed, and students who fall 
behind should receive addi-
tional support.

He stressed that FLN 
should become a regular 
classroom practice rather than 
remain only a departmental 
programme. Strong founda-
tional skills, he said, would 
help students perform better 
in higher classes and ultimate-
ly improve SSLC results. 
School Education Department 
Director Mamata Nayak, Joint 
Director Jayashree Karekar 
and other officials participat-
ed in the meeting.

Ullagaddi praised 
Belagavi division’s 

SSLC success, urging 
teachers to improve 

learning quality, 
strengthen preparation, 
implement 60 Plus, and 
address gaps through 

LBA reviews

Bidar BJP demands public disclosure of financial transactions
BIDAR

The Bidar South unit of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party staged a protest in the city on 
Thursday, demanding the resignation of 
Minister B. Nagendra over the alleged 
₹187 crore irregularities in the Valmiki 
Corporation. 

BJP leaders, office-bearers and workers 
participated in the demonstration near the 
office of the district in-charge minister 
and raised slogans against the state gov-
ernment.

Addressing the protesters, BJP district 
president Somnath Patil described the al-
leged financial irregularities as a serious 
issue involving public money. He ques-
tioned the government’s decision to rein-
state Nagendra after his earlier resignation 
in connection with the controversy. Patil 
said the government should explain its 
position clearly and ensure transparency 
in the administration.

Patil demanded a comprehensive inves-
tigation into the alleged misuse of funds 
and called for the details of financial 

transactions to be made public. He said 
anyone found responsible should face le-
gal action, regardless of their position. He 
also urged Nagendra to accept moral re-
sponsibility and resign from the ministe-
rial post.

The BJP leader said the government’s 
claims of taking strong action against cor-
ruption would be questioned if serious 
allegations were not addressed properly. 
He stressed that protecting taxpayers’ 
money should be a priority and that any 
misused public funds should be recovered 

after due investigation.
BJP Bidar South Mandal president Gu-

runath Rajgir said the party would con-
tinue its democratic campaign against 
corruption and alleged irregularities. He 
said the movement would focus on pro-
tecting public money and the interests of 
citizens. BJP mandal office-bearers, lead-
ers of various party fronts, elected repre-
sentatives and workers attended the pro-
test. The demonstrators reiterated their 
demand for accountability and Nagen-
dra’s resignation.

Lingapura villagers 
seek ANM quarters 

construction
HONNALI 

Residents of Lingapura have demanded that the 
new Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) quarters be 
constructed on the government-approved site, al-
leging that influential individuals are preventing 
the work. 

Villagers said the quarters are important for en-
suring healthcare workers remain available and 
public medical services continue smoothly.

According to residents, an old ANM quarters 
had stood on a 45×75-foot government site under 
Lingapura Gramthana Survey No. 18, Panchayat 
Record Form No. 15 and Khata No. 304. The 
building became unsafe and was demolished. The 
Health Department later approved funds and oth-
er formalities to construct a new quarters at the 
same location.

Villagers alleged that some influential people 
were pressuring officials to shift the project else-
where, resulting in the construction being stopped. 
They also claimed that threats had created fear 
among residents, making people hesitant to open-
ly raise the issue before officials. The villagers 
said the lack of accommodation for healthcare 
staff was affecting local health services.

A memorandum submitted to the Panchayat De-
velopment Officer and secretary stated that resi-
dents would not accept construction at any site 
other than Khata No. 304. They urged taluk and 
district officials to visit the location, examine the 
technical report and resolve the dispute quickly so 
the sanctioned project can proceed.

The villagers warned that returning or cancel-
ling government funds because of administrative 
confusion or negligence would make responsible 
officials accountable. They also said they would 
approach the Lokayukta seeking a detailed inves-
tigation if the issue remained unresolved. Copies 
of the memorandum were submitted to the Hon-
nali Taluk Executive Officer, Taluk Health Offi-
cer, Davanagere District Health Officer, Zilla 
Panchayat Chief Executive Officer and Lokayuk-
ta office.

Devaraja Urs remembered as 
champion of backward classes
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Karnataka State Seed Corporation President N. 
Anjinappa described former Chief Minister D. 
Devaraja Urs as a champion of backward classes 
who helped disadvantaged communities gain eco-
nomic and political strength.  He was speaking at 
Urs’s 111th birth anniversary programme held at 
Kannada Bhavan on Thursday, organized by the 
district administration and other departments.

Anjinappa said many backward communities 
faced poverty, illiteracy and limited access to gov-
ernment benefits. He credited Urs with introduc-
ing several welfare measures that helped bring 
these communities into the mainstream. Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner Dr. N. Bhaskar high-
lighted the Land Reforms Act, which gave land 
rights to cultivators, and said Urs also established 
hostels and supported reservation for backward 
classes through the Havanur Commission.

District Guarantee Scheme Implementation Au-
thority Chairman Yaluvalli N. Ramesh said Urs’s 
land reforms provided social justice to tenants and 
challenged the influence of powerful landlords. 
He urged students to study Urs’s life and apply his 
principles. He also said the former leader’s unem-
ployment assistance scheme had similarities with 
the present Yuvanidhi programme. Resource per-
son B.V. Prakash said Urs was born on August 20, 
1915, at Kallahalli in Hunsur taluk and entered the 
state Assembly in 1952. He recalled Urs’s contri-
butions to social justice, including measures 
against bonded labour, child labour and manual 
scavenging. He also credited Urs with supporting 
the development of Electronic City in Bengaluru.
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India, Singapore Deepen Strategic Economic Partnership
SINGAPORE

 
India and Singapore have 
concluded a very productive 
Ministerial Roundtable meet-
ing, with both sides discuss-
ing ways to expand their stra-
tegic partnership across ad-
vanced manufacturing, semi-
conductors, connectivity, 
digital technologies, fintech, 
skilling, green economy and 
clean energy.

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said the fourth In-
dia-Singapore Ministerial 
Roundtable brought together 
senior Indian and Singapor-
ean ministers to explore new 
areas of cooperation and 

strengthen existing economic 
and strategic ties.

Jaishankar participated in 
the meeting alongside Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman, Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal and 
Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industry and Elec-

tronics and Information Tech-
nology Jitin Prasada.

The Indian delegation also 
interacted with participants of 
the India-Singapore Business 
Roundtable, highlighting the 
importance of stronger gov-
ernment-to-business and busi-
ness-to-business engagement.

Earlier, the ministers called 
on Singapore Prime Minister 
Lawrence Wong and dis-
cussed progress across vari-
ous dimensions of bilateral 
relations. The discussions 
covered economic coopera-
tion, digitalisation, connectiv-
ity, skills development and 
sustainability.

Jaishankar thanked Singa-
pore Deputy Prime Minister 

Gan Kim Yong, Coordinating 
Minister for National Security 
and Home Affairs K Shan-
mugam, Foreign Minister 
Vivian Balakrishnan, Digital 
Development and Information 
Minister Josephine Teo and 
Transport Minister Jeffrey 
Siow for their engagement 
with the Indian delegation.

Jaishankar said shaping a 
contemporary  and for-
ward-looking India-Singapore 
partnership was a shared en-
deavour. 

The talks come as both 
countries seek to expand co-
operation in emerging tech-
nologies and sustainable de-
velopment.

INDIA SINGAPORE PARTNERSHIP

India’s passenger EV 
market surges 

102 pc in Q2

Mutual Fund NAV 
glitch on HDFC 

Securities’

Gains in AI company stakes 
juice second-quarter 

earnings for S&P 500

New Delhi
India’s Electric Passen-
ger Vehicle (EPV) mar-
ket surged an impres-
sive 102 per cent year-

on-year (YoY) in Q2 
2026, significantly out-
pacing the broader pas-
senger vehicle market’s 

26 per cent growth, a 
report said on Thursday. 
The report from Cyber-
Media Research (CMR) 
said sharp acceleration 

was driven by an ex-
panded product portfo-

lio, improved vehicle 
availability, and com-

pelling to-
tal-cost-of-ownership 
economics. The firm 

forecasted that EVs will 
make up 7–8 per cent of 

India’s PV market by 
end-2026, while con-

nected vehicles are pro-
jected to capture 40–45 

per cent of market 
share.

New Delhi
HDFC Securities cus-

tomers on Thursday re-
ported discrepancies in 
NAVs displayed on the 
InvestRight platform, 
with portfolio value of 

investors showing a de-
crease of up to 70 per 

cent. Mutual fund port-
folio showed a loss of 

around 30 per cent, 
amounting to nearly Rs 1 
lakh, despite the portfo-
lio being in profit, an in-
vestor told IANS. The in-

vestor said one of the 
two mutual funds in the 
portfolio was showing a 
normal NAV, while the 
other displayed a de-
cline of around 50 per 

cent.

NEW YORK
S&P 500 companies are 

winding up a banner quar-
terly earnings season, fue-
led in large part by surging 
profits at AI-related com-
panies. The S&P 500 is on 

track for a 52% surge in 
aggregate second-quarter 
earnings from the year be-

fore, helped by a 74% 
profit jump in the technol-
ogy sector. The figures in-
clude big mark-to-market 

boosts at Alphabet and 
Amazon, both of which 

recognized large gains in 
the period on investments 
in AI highfliers such as An-

thropic.
Excluding those gains, the 

latest estimate for S&P 
500 second-quarter profit 
growth would be 33%, ac-
cording to Tajinder Dhillon, 
head of earnings research 

at LSEG. That is still the 
strongest quarter since 
2021, in the wake of the 

pandemic’s start, but the 
gap is worth considering 
because many investors 

view mark-to-market 
profit gains with caution 
as they can accentuate 

the impact of market 
swings on a company’s 

performance.

Goyal Pushes Stronger 
India-Singapore Ties

Goyal’s Singapore engagements sought stronger trade, investment 
and technology ties, with government and business leaders.

NEW DELHI
 

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal held a se-
ries of high-level meetings in 
Singapore on Thursday, seek-
ing to deepen India-Singapore 
economic cooperation across 
trade, investment, technology 
and business.

Goyal began the visit with 
a call on Singapore Prime 
Minister Lawrence Wong at 
the Istana. He then participat-
ed in the fourth India-Singa-
pore Ministerial Roundtable 
and the fourth India-Singa-
pore Business Roundtable at 
Hotel Shangri-La. The discus-
sions examined ways to 
strengthen bilateral economic 
engagement and identify new 
areas for cooperation, fol-
lowed by an MoU signing 
ceremony.Later, Goyal held 
Government-to-Business 
meetings with senior repre-
sentatives from the Global 
Finance & Technology Net-
work and Keppel Infrastruc-
ture. The talks explored op-
portunities in agri-exports, 

GCC-based commercial 
parks, fintech and sustainable 
infrastructure, with a focus on 
creating stronger opportuni-
ties for businesses and inves-
tors.Goyal also jointly visited 
an APEDA-FairPrice initia-
tive at City Square Mall with 
Singapore Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
& Industry Gan Siow Huang. 
The initiative showcased In-
dian agricultural products and 
highlighted expanding trade 
and market linkages.

In the evening, Goyal ad-
dressed the India-Singapore 
Business Forum organised by 
FICCI at the INSEAD Asia 
Campus. He participated in a 
fireside chat on India’s role in 
the new global growth equa-

tion before engaging with 
business community mem-
bers.The engagements under-
line efforts by India and Sin-
gapore to strengthen their 
longstanding economic part-
nership amid changing global 
conditions, with emphasis on 
trade, investment, technology 
and business-to-business ties. 

n �Goyal meets Singapore 
PM Lawrence Wong,

n �Fourth India-Singapore 
Ministerial Roundtable 
held,

n �Business talks focus on 
investment opportuni-
ties,

n �Fintech and sustainable 
infrastructure discussed,

n �Indian agricultural prod-
ucts showcased,

n �FICCI Business Forum 
held in Singapore.

Goyal Meets 
Singapore PM Wong:

Alibaba Profit 
Plunges Amid AI 

Spending
NEW DELHI

 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd 
has reported a sharp profit de-
cline as the Chinese giant in-
creases spending on artificial 
intelligence and computing 
infrastructure while its core 
e-commerce business faces 
weaker consumer demand.

The company reported a 9 
per cent rise in revenue, broad-
ly matching market expecta-
tions. Growth was supported 
partly by demand for comput-
ing capacity from its cloud 
business. However, net income 
fell more than 75 per cent to 
10.5 billion yuan, or about 
$1.6 billion.

Alibaba also reported a free-
cash outflow exceeding $6.6 
billion, highlighting the finan-
cial pressure created by its in-
vestment in AI infrastructure 
and projects. The company has 
committed tens of billions of 
dollars to chips, data centres 
and AI-agent development as 
it seeks to strengthen its posi-
tion in the AI race.

The results sent Alibaba’s 
US-listed shares down about 4 

per cent in pre-market trading. 
The company has emerged as 
a Chinese AI player, with its 
Qwen family of models at-
tracting global attention.

Under Chief Executive Of-
ficer Eddie Wu, Alibaba has 
accelerated its AI strategy by 
bringing most AI-related re-
search and product teams un-
der Alibaba Token Hub, a new 
business unit directly overseen 
by Wu.

At the same time, Alibaba is 
restructuring its business and 
selling non-core assets. Earlier 
this month, it disposed of its 
gaming unit Lingxi Games.

The company’s challenge is 
to balance AI investment with 
profitability as subdued Chi-
nese consumer spending con-
tinues to pressure its online 
retail operations. 

Alibaba’s profits have 
plunged as AI spending 

collides with weaker 
Chinese consumer 

demand and pressure on 
its traditional 

e-commerce business.

•	 Our discussions explored deeper 
ties in advanced manufacturing, 

semiconductors, connectivity, digital, 
fintech, skilling, green economy and 

clean energy domains.—
— S Jaishankar

Gujarat, Walmart Chart MSME 
Global Roadmap

WASHINGTON

Gujarat Chief Minister Bh-
upendra Patel and Walmart 
Executive Vice-President Dan 
Bryant have discussed a road-
map to expand global market 
opportunities for the state’s 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and small artisans.

The discussion took place 
during Patel’s one-to-one 
m e e t i n g  w i t h  B r y a n t , 
Wa l m a r t ’s  E x e c u t i v e 
Vice-President for Global 
Public Policy and Govern-
ment Affairs, in Washington, 
D.C.. Patel is on a week-long 
visit to the US and Canada to 
engage global investors and 
businesses ahead of the Vi-
brant Gujarat Global Summit 
2027.

With Gujarat having a large 
MSME base, the discussions 
focused on making local en-
terprises more export-oriented 
by improving product quality 

and strengthening their access 
to international markets.

Patel proposed joint work-
shops involving Walmart and 
relevant state government de-
partments to assess the sec-
toral potential of MSMEs and 
identify areas where they 
could be positioned more ef-
fectively for global trade.

Bryant informed Patel that 
more than 1.15 lakh MSMEs 
have been trained since 2019 

under Walmart’s Vriddhi pro-
gramme. The company has set 
a target of training 1.70 lakh 
MSMEs by 2028.

The two sides also dis-
cussed identifying potential 
opportunities for Gujarat’s 
MSMEs and artisans over the 
next three to four months.

 The objective is to develop 
a practical roadmap for con-
necting state-based enterpris-
es with international markets.

Patel, 
Bryant and members of the 

Gujarat delegation discussed 
the possibility of announcing 
the collaboration’s roadmap at 
the Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit 2027.

Patel arrived in Washington 
after completing the San 
Francisco leg of his visit, 
where he held meetings with 
technology and business lead-
ers as Gujarat seeks stronger 
international partnerships and 
investment.

Walmart’s MSME push
More than 1.15 lakh MSMEs 

trained since 2019,

Focus on export readiness 
and product quality,

Target of 1.70 lakh MSMEs 
by 2028,

Roadmap may be announced at 
Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 

2027.

China’s Baidu revenue falls 
for fifth straight quarter in Q2
NEW DELHI

Chinese technology compa-
ny Baidu reported a fifth con-
secutive quarterly decline in 
revenue as weakness in its 
online marketing business 
continued to weigh on perfor-
mance despite strong growth 
in artificial intelligence-relat-
ed operations, according to a 
report.

According to an analysis of 
Japan Today, the search en-
gine company posted sec-
ond-quarter revenue of 31.3 
billion yuan ($4.6 billion), 
down 4 per cent from a year 
earlier, according to its unau-
dited financial results.

Meanwhile, operating in-
come fell to 3 billion yuan in 
the three months ended June 
30 from 3.3 billion yuan a 
year earlier, it said. Baidu has 
invested heavily in artificial 
intelligence in recent years, 
recruiting leading researchers 
and launching its Ernie chat-
bot, one of the country's earli-
est generative AI products.

Revenue from Baidu's AI 
business which includes AI 
applications and infrastructure 
services rose 25 per cent year-
on-year to 12.5 billion yuan 
during the quarter. By con-
trast, revenue from online 
marketing services, historical-

ly the company's main source 
of cash flow, declined 19% 
from a year earlier to 13.1 bil-
lion yuan.

While our online marketing 
business remains under pres-
sure, the growing momentum 
in our core AI-powered Busi-
ness reaffirms Baidu's transi-
tion from an internet-centric 
company to an AI-first com-
pany, Chief Executive Robin 
Li said in a statement.

T h a t  A I  m o m e n t u m 
strengthens our confidence in 
our long-term growth poten-
tial, Li added.

Baidu's advertising business 
has come under pressure amid 
sluggish consumer spending 
in China,

 as companies cut market-
ing budgets in response to a 
slowing economy. Signs of 
weak consumption persisted 
in recent economic data. Chi-
na's retail sales growth 
slowed in July, according to 
official figures released this 
week.

Additionally, data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
showed retail sales up 0.6 per 
cent in July from a year earli-
er, below the 1.5 per cent 
growth forecast and slower 
than the 1 per cent increase 
recorded in June, according to 
the report.

India’s core industries clock 5.4 per cent growth
NEW DELHI

 
India's Index of Core Indus-
tries (ICI) recorded a 5.4 per 
cent growth in July this year 
compared to the same month 
of the previous year, driven 
by the strong performance of 
the iron ore, cement, and 
electricity sectors, according 
to figures released by the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on Thursday.

The cement sector clocked 
a robust growth of 13.1 per 
cent during the month as de-
mand stayed buoyant due to 
large government invest-
ments in big-ticket infra-
structure projects such as 
highways, ports, and rail-
ways.

The production of iron ore 
surged by as much as 29.5 
per cent in July. Owing to in-
tensive use of iron ore in the 

production process, and its 
contribution to industrial de-
velopment, it has been in-
cluded in the list of core in-
dustries as a new item in the 
revised series of ICI. Accord-
ingly, the number of core in-
dustries has increased from 
eight to nine in the new se-
ries, which kicked in for the 
first time from last month.

Electricity generation grew 
by 9 per cent during July 
while coal production went 
up by 7.6 per cent. The out-
put of steel and refinery 
products during the month 
increased by 2.9 per cent and 
2.7 per cent respectively, the 
data showed.

However, natural gas, 
crude oil, and fertilisers wit-
nessed negative growth in 
July this year.

The final index for the 
month of June 2026 has been 

revised from 119.6 (Provi-
sional Estimate) to 120.7. 
Accordingly, 

the year-on-year growth 
rate has been revised from 
5.0 per cent to 6.0 per cent, 
according to the official 
statement. The cumulative 
growth rate of ICI during 
April-July 2026 now works 
out to 4.3 per cent compared 
to 1.5 per cent in the corre-
sponding period of the previ-

ous year.The Office of Eco-
nomic Adviser, Department 
for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
has released the revised se-
ries of Index of Core Indus-
tries (ICI) with Base Year 
2022-23 for the first time in 
July for the data compiled for 
June this year. The new se-
ries has replaced the earlier 
series of ICI with Base Year 
2011- 12.

GOVT LAUNCHES MISSION 
KARMAYOGI CONFERENCE TO 

BOOST CAPACITY BUILDING
NEW DELHI

 
The Union Ministry of Health 
a n d  F a m i l y  We l f a r e 
(MoHFW) on Thursday com-
menced a two day National 
Conference on Mission Kar-
mayogi for Mission Kar-
mayogi Development Officers 
(MDOs) to strengthen institu-
tional capacity building 
mechanisms and their effec-
tiveness across the health sec-
tor.

The conference aims to 
equip MDOs to plan, imple-
ment and sustain capaci-
ty-building initiatives under 
Mission Karmayogi, the 
MoHFW said. The event pro-
vided a platform for institu-
tional collaboration, peer 
learning and knowledge ex-
change among MDOs and 
stakeholders engaged in ca-
pacity building.

The conference held in col-
laboration with the National 
Institute of Health and Family 
Welfare (NIHFW), Capacity 
Building Commission (CBC) 
and Karmayogi Bharat (KB) 
focused its first day on align-
ing learning interventions 
with organisational needs, 
promoting competency based 
professional development and 
sharing best practices in im-

plementation.
Rakesh Kumar, Director 

(Training), Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, high-
lighted that Mission Kar-
mayogi represents a signifi-
cant shift from the traditional 
rule-based approach towards 
a role-based, competen-
cy-driven and capacity-build-
ing-oriented approach to civil 
service development.

He emphasised that MDOs 
have a critical role in translat-
ing this vision into measur-
able institutional outcomes by 
identifying capacity-building 
requirements, facilitating ap-
propriate learning interven-
tions and strengthening a cul-
ture of continuous profession-
al development within their 
respective organisations.

Highlighting the progress 
made under the Mission, 
Rakesh Kumar said that 
21,927 course enrolments and 
17,660 course completions 
had been recorded, reflecting 
the growing adoption of struc-
tured and technology-enabled 
learning across the Ministry.

He emphasised that the fo-
cus of capacity building 
should extend beyond com-
pletion of courses to enhanc-
ing competencies, improving 
workplace performance.

SAIL welcomes 
Mines and 
Minerals 

Amendment Act
NEW DELHI

 
Steel Authority of India Lim-
ited (SAIL) on Thursday 
welcomed the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Amendment Act, 
2026, notified by the Central 
Government on August 17, 
saying the reform will bring 
greater predictability to the 
fiscal regime and provide 
long-term policy certainty to 
the mineral sector.

SAIL said the amendment 
provides greater clarity and 
uniformity in mineral taxa-
tion and levies while ad-
dressing pending retrospec-
tive levies. The move is ex-
pected to provide greater 
certainty and confidence to 
the mining industry and en-
courage investment in the 
sector.

It also addresses pending 
retrospective levies, thereby 
providing greater certainty 
and confidence to the mining 
industry, it said. For SAIL, 
which operates substantial 
captive iron ore and coal 
mines, the reform is expected 
to improve the viability of its 
mining operations and facili-
tate investment and develop-
ment of mines.

US weekly 
jobless claims 

dip in latest week
WASHINGTON

 
The number of Americans 
filing claims for unemploy-
ment benefits slipped last 
week, suggesting that the 
labor market remains stable 
despite a surprise drop in 
employment in July.

Initial claims for state un-
employment benefits fell 
6,000 to a seasonally adjust-
ed 206,000 for the week 
ended August 15, the Labor 
⁠Department said on Thurs-
day. Economists polled by 
R e u t e r s  h a d  f o r e c a s t 
210,000 claims for the latest 
week.

Claims are hovering in the 
lower end of their 189,000-
230,000 range for this year, 
indicating that layoffs re-
main low even if hiring is 
soft. The U.S. jobless ⁠rate 
t icked down again last 
month to 4.1%, a historically 
low level.
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HANUR SHOOTOUT: LET THE INQUIRY ESTABLISH THE TRUTH
The death of three per-

sons in a shootout in-
volving Forest De-

partment personnel in the 
Hanur range of Chamara-
janagar district recently has 
snowballed into a major po-
litical controversy, with the 
ruling Congress and Oppo-
sition BJP trading serious 
allegations during the ongo-
ing session of the State Leg-
islature. Amid the compet-
ing claims and counter-
claims, the State Govern-
ment has ordered a magiste-
rial inquiry into the incident 
to establish what actually 
happened.

The inquiry is now crucial 
because several questions 
surrounding the shootout re-
main unanswered. The state-
ments attributed to Forest 
Department officials and the 
account of the lone survivor 
appear to have raised more 
questions than they have an-
swered. While the Forest 
Department has strongly de-
fended the action of its per-
sonnel, maintaining that 
they opened fire after en-

countering allegedly armed 
poachers, the families of the 
deceased have rejected the 
claim and described the in-
cident as a cold-blooded 
killing of innocent persons.

The Opposition BJP has 
seized upon the controversy 
and sought explanations 
from the government and 
the Forest Department. 
Questions have been raised 
over the circumstances lead-
ing to the firing, including 
why the personnel allegedly 
resorted to firing and wheth-
er the use of force could 
have been avoided or mini-
mised. The demand to know 
why the firing was not 
aimed below the knees has 
also become part of the po-
litical debate.

However, political rheto-
ric cannot substitute for a 
proper investigation.

The fundamental question 
that remains is: what were 
the three persons doing deep 
inside the forest at that par-
ticular hour? What prompt-
ed the confrontation be-
tween them and the Forest 

Department personnel? 
Were they actually carrying 
deer meat and sharp weap-
ons, including country-made 
firearms, as alleged by the 
Forest Department? Were 
they involved in hunting 

wildlife, or were they inno-
cent persons who happened 
to be in the forest for some 
other reason?

These are not questions 
that can be settled through 
political statements.

The villagers and relatives 
of the deceased have alleged 
that evidence was deliber-
ately created or planted to 
portray the victims as 

poachers and thereby justify 
the firing. The Forest De-
partment, on the other hand, 
has stood by its personnel 
and maintained that they 
acted in the course of their 
duty. Both sides have pre-

sented sharply contrasting 
versions of the same inci-
dent.

This is precisely why an 
impartial inquiry assumes 
significance.

The preliminary findings 
of the magisterial inquiry 
are expected to place at least 
some facts before the pub-
lic. They could help establish 
the circumstances in which 

the Forest Department team 
encountered the three per-
sons, whether weapons and 
wildlife meat were actually 
recovered, whether there was 
an exchange of fire, and 
whether the use of lethal 
force was justified under the 
circumstances.

Until these facts emerge, it 
would be premature for any-
one whether from the ruling 
party or the Opposition to 
pronounce a verdict.

Unfortunately, the incident 
has already become another 
battlefield for political mud-
slinging. The ruling party 
has defended the Forest De-
partment personnel, while 
the Opposition has sought to 
turn the episode into a larger 
political controversy, even 
raising conspiracy theories 
before the facts have been 
conclusively established. 
Such statements only deepen 
public confusion and risk 
prejudicing the inquiry.

Elected representatives 
certainly have a duty to 
raise issues of public impor-
tance. But they also have a 

greater responsibility to en-
sure that their statements do 
not interfere with or under-
mine an ongoing inquiry. 
When lives have been lost, 
the priority should be truth 
and justice not political 
mileage.

The intervention by neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu has add-
ed another dimension to the 
controversy. The Tamil Nadu 
Government has demanded a 
CBI probe and announced an 
ex-gratia of Rs 10 lakh each 
to the families of the three 
deceased. While humanitari-
an sympathy for the be-
reaved families is under-
standable, Karnataka should 
make it clear that matters 
concerning an incident with-
in its territory and involving 
its officials are primarily for 
the State Government and its 

investigative mechanisms to 
deal with.

Tamil Nadu would do well 
to respect Karnataka’s juris-
diction rather than attempt-
ing to influence the course of 
an investigation.

At this stage, neither the 
Forest Department’s version 
nor the allegations of the 
families and villagers can be 
accepted as the final truth. 
The only credible way for-
ward is a transparent, impar-
tial and time-bound inquiry.

Three lives have been lost. 
Their families deserve jus-
tice, and Forest Department 
personnel who were per-
forming their duty also de-
serve protection if their ac-
tions are found to have been 
lawful and justified.

The truth must therefore 
emerge from evidence, not 
from political speeches. Un-
til the preliminary report is 
placed before the public, po-
litical leaders would do well 
to exercise restraint. The 
people deserve answers, but 
they deserve facts not more 
confusion.

- SHYAM SUNDAR 
VATTAM 

For millions of people liv-
ing with advanced kidney 
disease, conventional dial-

ysis remains an essential, 
life-sustaining treatment. When 
the kidneys lose their ability to 
filter blood adequately, this pro-
cess takes over the critical re-
sponsibility of removing meta-
bolic waste products and excess 
fluid from the body. Although 
effective, conventional hemodi-
alysis presents significant phys-
ical and emotional hurdles for 
patients. Most notably, it relies 
on repeated needle access to the 
bloodstream via a fistula, graft, 
or catheter. For many individu-
als undergoing treatment multi-
ple times a week, these recur-
rent needle pricks cause physi-
cal discomfort, heightened 
anxiety, and significant lifestyle 
disruption.

Driven by these challenges, 
biomedical engineering is pio-
neering an alternative paradigm: 
the implantable artificial kidney. 
Rather than viewing kidney 
care through the lens of external 
machines, researchers are ex-
ploring whether an implanted 
device could perform continu-
ous filtration directly inside the 
body without relying on repeat-
ed vascular needle access. This 
vision represents a major mile-
stone in nephrology research. 
The goal extends beyond the 
simple convenience of remov-
ing needles; it seeks to closely 
replicate the natural, uninter-
rupted function of human kid-
neys.

The Mechanics of Natural Kid-
neys vs. Conventional Dialysis
To understand the promise of an 
implantable device, one must 
appreciate the sheer sophistica-
tion of natural kidney function. 
Healthy kidneys work continu-
ously 24 hours a day to filter 
blood, manage fluid volume, 
regulate essential electrolyte 
balances, and produce vital hor-
mones.

By contrast, conventional he-
modialysis operates intermit-
tently. Patients typically attend 
scheduled sessions where blood 
is drawn from the body, routed 
through an external dialyzer to 
extract waste and fluid, and sub-
sequently pumped back into 
circulation. Because this pro-
cess happens over discrete ses-
sions rather than continuously, 
patients experience fluctuating 
concentrations of toxins and flu-

ids between treatments. This 
fundamental difference has 
spurred intense research into 
bioengineered, wearable, and 
implantable kidney technolo-
gies that can provide seamless, 
round-the-clock support.

How an Implantable  
Artificial Kidney Works?
An implantable artificial kidney 

aims to integrate advanced fil-
tration membranes with the 
body’s natural cardiovascular 
system. Placed surgically inside 
the patient, the device utilizes 
the body’s own blood pressure 
to drive circulation through tiny, 
highly specialized membranes. 
These micro-architectures are 
engineered to selectively allow 
waste molecules and excess wa-
ter to pass through into an outlet 
system while safely retaining 
blood cells, vital proteins, and 
useful nutrients in circulation.

Understanding the term “nee-
dle-free” requires realistic ex-
pectations. It does not imply 
that conventional dialysis will 
vanish overnight or that current 
medical protocols are immedi-
ately obsolete. Instead, it out-
lines a future where dependence 
on invasive vascular pricks is 
significantly minimized. By 
shifting treatment from station-
ary, high-maintenance equip-
ment to an internal, continuous 
support network, the overall 
burden of care drops dramati-
cally, elevating the patient’s 
daily quality of life.

The Interdisciplinary Challenge: 
Materials and Engineering
Replicating an organ as com-
plex as the human kidney re-
quires deep interdisciplinary 
collaboration. Biomedical engi-
neers, material scientists, nano-
technologists, and clinicians are 
uniting to address formidable 
obstacles:

Microscopic Membrane Se-
lectivity, filtration membranes 
must operate at a nanometer 
scale to distinguish waste prod-
ucts from critical blood pro-
teins. Biocompatibility, every 
material implanted within the 
bloodstream must prevent ad-

verse immune responses, in-
flammation, and cellular dam-
age.

Thrombosis and Infection 
Prevention, blood flowing 
through artificial channels car-
ries a risk of clotting or infec-
tion, demanding advanced an-
ti-clogging surface coatings.

Power and Energy Con-
straints, unlike external dialysis 
units connected to wall outlets, 
an implanted system must oper-
ate efficiently with minimal in-
ternal power or rely entirely on 
natural blood flow mechanics.

Because an implantable kid-
ney operates under such strict 
biological and mechanical con-
straints, early success in labora-
tory settings must undergo rig-
orous testing. Rigorously de-
signed clinical trials are essen-
tial to verify that these compact 
devices remain durable, safe, 
and effective over long spans of 
time inside the human body.

A Vision of Hope  
Grounded in Realism
News regarding artificial kidney 
breakthroughs understandably 
generates tremendous enthusi-
asm among patients and their 
families. The prospect of break-
ing free from rigid dialysis 
schedules and painful needle 
access is deeply meaningful. 
However, scientific progress is 
inherently deliberate. Translat-
ing a successful laboratory pro-
totype into a standardized clini-
cal intervention requires patient, 
evidence-based research. The 
appropriate perspective is one of 
measured optimism—celebrat-
ing scientific strides while ac-
knowledging that routine adop-
tion takes time. Ultimately, the 
measure  of  success  for 
next-generation kidney care will 
not be defined merely by tech-
nological novelty. It will be de-
fined by safety, reliability, and 
human impact. Conventional 
hemodialysis remains a life-sav-
ing foundation for current pa-
tients, and any adjustments to 
treatment plans should always 
be made in consultation with a 
qualified nephrologist. Yet, the 
trajectory of kidney replacement 
therapy is undeniably shifting. 

VARALAKSHMI: THE DIVINE MOTHER OF LOVE AND 
ABUNDANCE, AND THE SACREDNESS OF SHRAVAN 
As the sacred month of 

S h r a v a n  a r r i v e s , 
homes and communi-

ties across India begin to take 
on a distinct rhythm—one de-
fined by fragrance, color, 
prayer, and deep devotion. At 
the center of this seasonal 
transformation is the Varama-
h a l a k s h m i  f e s t i v a l ,  a 
time-honored tradition that 
brings the spiritual realm into 
the heart of everyday domes-
tic life. On the surface, the 
festival is a vibrant celebra-
tion featuring rich silk sarees, 
decorated kalashas represent-
ing the Divine Mother, fra-
grant flowers, lamps, and 
families gathering to seek 
blessings. They pray for 
Lakshmi’s grace in her many 
forms to attain wealth, health, 
nourishment, prosperity, and 
overall well-being. Beneath 
the physical elegance of these 
rituals, however, lies a far 
deeper understanding of who 
Lakshmi is, why she is wel-
comed into the home, and 
why Varalakshmi holds such 
profound significance during 
Shravan.
To fully appreciate Varalaksh-
mi, one must first understand 
Lakshmi herself. In the Hindu 
tradition, Lakshmi is the Di-
vine Mother associated with 
prosperity, beauty, nourish-
ment, and auspiciousness. 
While she is widely recog-
nized as the goddess of 
wealth, that singular descrip-
tion fails to capture the full 
breadth of her place in Hindu 
philosophy. Lakshmi rep-
resents all the elements that 
help a family and a communi-
ty live well: food, health, 
knowledge, security, love, and 
the capacity to flourish. She is 
intrinsically linked to the re-
sources that sustain physical 
existence and the general 
well-being that allows indi-
viduals to grow.
This multidimensional under-
standing is formally articulat-
ed in the traditional concept 
of the Ashta Lakshmis, or the 
eight forms of Lakshmi. Each 
form governs a distinct di-
mension of human experi-
ence, ranging from material 
wealth and food to knowl-
edge, courage, progeny, suc-
cess, and spiritual strength. 
The underlying philosophy is 
straightforward: a prosperous 
life cannot rely on money 
alone. While financial securi-

ty is undeniably important, it 
must be accompanied by 
physical health, intellectual 
growth, emotional courage, 
physical nourishment, and 
meaningful relationships. 
Lakshmi, therefore, is not 
merely a deity who bestows 
currency; she embodies a ho-
listic state of existence where 
all necessary components of 
human well-being are present 
and balanced.
This comprehensive view il-
luminates the specific signifi-
cance of the name Varalaksh-

mi. The word “Vara” signifies 
a boon or a divine blessing. 
Varalakshmi is Lakshmi in 
her aspect as the benevolent 
giver of blessings, and ob-
serving the Varamahalakshmi 
Vratam serves as an intention-
al prayer for family well-be-
ing, longevity, happiness, and 
peace. The ritual functions 
simultaneously as a request 
and an act of recognition. It 
asks for future grace while 
expressing deep gratitude for 
the blessings already present 
within the household.
This spiritual practice is ele-
vated by its timing within 
Shravan, one of the most sa-
cred months in the Hindu lu-
nar calendar. Falling during 
the monsoon season, Shravan 
arrives just as rain replenishes 
the earth, causes vegetation to 
flourish, restores water sourc-
es, and reinvigorates agricul-
tural activity. Historically, 
these natural shifts were di-
rectly tied to food security, 
economic livelihood, and do-
mestic stability. Within Hindu 
cosmology, the rhythms of 
nature and the rhythms of 
spiritual life are deeply inter-
connected. Seasons carry their 
own spiritual character, estab-
lishing ideal conditions for 
prayer, fasting, reflection, and 
celebration.
The spiritual depth of Shravan 

is further enriched by its asso-
ciation with the grand narra-
tive of the Samudra Manthan, 
or the churning of the cosmic 
ocean. According to tradition, 
the Devas and Asuras churned 
the ocean to obtain Amrita, 
the nectar of immortality. 
During this process, extraor-
dinary treasures and divine 
beings emerged from the 
depths—including Lakshmi 
herself. However, before the 
ocean yielded its ultimate 
blessings, it released Halaha-
la, a deadly poison capable of 

destroying all creation. To 
save the universe, Lord Shiva 
stepped forward, consumed 
the poison, and held it safely 
in his throat. This act turned 
his neck blue, earning him the 
name Neelkanth and cement-
ing Shravan’s association 
with Shiva worship.
The convergence of these two 
elements within the same sto-
ry provides a profound meta-
phor for human existence. 
Before  abundance  can 
emerge, toxicity and difficulty 
must be confronted. Before 
the nectar of prosperity is 
reached, the ocean of life 
must be churned through ef-
fort and patience. While Shiva 
absorbs the destructive forces 
to protect life, Lakshmi arises 
to nurture, adorn, and sustain 
it. Celebrating Varalakshmi 
during Shravan connects do-
mestic prayers for prosperity 
directly to this cosmic story 
of protection, sacrifice, trans-
formation, and preservation.
This symbolism comes alive 
within the physical rituals of 
the Varalakshmi puja. At the 
center of the altar sits the sa-
cred kalasha a vessel filled 
with clean water, adorned 
with mango leaves, and 
topped with a coconut. Far 
from being a simple decora-
tive prop, the kalasha symbol-
izes life, potential, and spiri-

tual fullness. Water holds su-
preme significance during the 
monsoon, as it breathes life 
into the soil and sustains agri-
culture. Placing water at the 
core of a ritual dedicated to 
prosperity acknowledges the 
primary element that makes 
physical life possible. Simi-
larly, offerings of rice, grains, 
fresh fruits, and cooked food 
represent the tangible fruits of 
human labor and natural gen-
erosity. Offering these every-
day necessities transforms 
standard commodities into 
objects of sacred gratitude.
Crucially, this worship takes 
place within the domestic 
sphere rather than exclusively 
in public temples. The home 
itself is thoroughly cleaned, 
decorated, and converted into 
a sacred sanctuary. This un-
derscores a foundational prin-
ciple of Hindu philosophy: 
spirituality is not compart-
mentalized or distant from 
daily living. The divine can 
enter the kitchen, the dining 
table, and the quiet routines of 
family care. Cooking be-
comes an offering, sharing a 
meal becomes an act of com-
munity, and maintaining a 
household becomes a quiet 
form of spiritual service.
For generations, women have 
been the primary custodians 
of this tradition, passing its 
nuances down through direct 
participation rather than for-
mal text. Daughters and 
granddaughters learn the 
prayers, recipes, and arrange-
ments by watching their 
mothers and grandmothers. In 
doing so, they preserve not 
only a religious observance, 
but also family history, culi-
nary heritage, artistic skills, 
and cultural memory. Varal-
akshmi serves as an enduring 
bridge between generations, 
honoring the maternal princi-
ple of nurturing and protect-
ing life.
In a modern world that in-
creasingly measures success 
solely through financial met-
rics, balance sheets, and ma-
terial accumulation, the Vara-
mahalakshmi festival offers a 
necessary recalibration. 

- PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

NEEDLE-FREE DIALYSIS: A NEW 
HOPE FOR KIDNEY PATIENTS

-DR. VIJAY GARG

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Revolutionizing Kidney Care

A Breakthrough in Dialysis, the development of needle-free dialysis technology offers immense hope to 
thousands of kidney disease patients. Traditional treatment is often painful, invasive, and physically exhaust-
ing. This innovative, non-invasive alternative promises a significantly better quality of life and reduced in-
fection risks. Healthcare authorities and private investors should support the clinical adoption and affordabil-
ity of this ground-breaking technology to make it accessible to all.

- Hemalatha D.

Protect Urban Greens

Save Our City Trees, Uncontrolled urban development is rapidly destroying our city’s remaining green 
cover. Concrete pavements and frequent tree felling increase local temperatures and worsen air quality. 
Local municipalities must strictly enforce urban forestry laws and integrate green spaces into infrastructure 
planning. Preserving existing trees is not an aesthetic luxury; it is a vital necessity for public health and 
sustainable urban living.

- Ashley Sharan R.
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Youth is that stage of life when ener-
gy, enthusiasm, dreams and an in-
tense desire to do something new 

are at their peak. Being young is not mere-
ly a matter of age; it is a mind set the will-
ingness to think differently, move forward, 
embrace change and create new paths. In 
this sense, youth can be compared with air. 
Air is dynamic and free, and it cannot be 
confined within boundaries for long.

Air cannot be seen, but its presence and 
impact can be felt everywhere. It moves the 
leaves of trees, carries clouds across the sky 
and helps sustain life in the environment. 
In much the same way, the power of youth 
may not always be visible, but when young 
people move forward with their ideas, tal-
ent and determination, the winds of change 
become clearly visible in society.

Youth and the Power of Movement
Youth represents movement rather than 
stagnation. Young people question old 
methods and have the courage to search for 
new solutions. In technology, science, edu-
cation, sports, art, entrepreneurship and 
social service, youthful energy opens the 
doors to new possibilities.

However, speed alone is not enough. 
When air remains balanced, it is life-giving, 
but excessive force can also become de-
structive. Similarly, youthful energy needs 
direction, discipline and wisdom. The 
greater the energy, the greater the impor-

tance of giving it the right direction.

Freedom Also Means Responsibility
Air cannot be permanently stopped. It finds 
its own path. In the same way, the young 
mind seeks freedom of thought. Young peo-
ple want to ask questions, make their own 
choices and shape their own future. Such 
freedom is essential for the progress of so-
ciety. But freedom does not mean irrespon-
sibility. True freedom means understanding 
responsibilities along with rights. When 
young people combine independent think-
ing with discipline, sensitivity and social 
responsibility, their energy can become a 
powerful force for constructive change.

Why Does Youthful Energy  
Need Direction?
Every young person possesses talent and 
potential, but talent does not automatical-
ly turn into success. Education, guidance, 
opportunities and a positive environment 
are essential. Families should not simply 
impose their expectations on young peo-
ple; they should understand their interests 
and abilities. Schools and educational 
institutions should also move beyond ex-
aminations and marks and give greater 
importance to creativity, problem-solv-
ing, communication and life skills. If 
young people limit their energy only to 
entertainment or short-term achieve-
ments, much of their potential may re-

main unexplored. On the other hand, if 
they invest their energy in knowledge, 
skills, health, creativity and social ser-
vice, they can transform not only their 
own lives but also the future of society.

Youth Are the Winds of Change
History shows that major social and scien-
tific changes have often been advanced by 
people who had the courage to challenge 
established ways of thinking. Even today, 

the world needs young people who do more 
than seek employment; they should gener-
ate new ideas. They should not merely dis-
cuss problems but search for solutions. 
They should not think only about their own 
future but also care about the future of so-
ciety and nature. Today’s youth are deeply 
connected with the digital world and have 
access to enormous sources of information. 
But information and knowledge are not the 
same. Young people must learn to use tech-

nology for their growth rather than allow-
ing technology to control their lives.

Be Like the Air, Not Like a Storm 
Young people can learn an important lesson 
from air. Air is dynamic, but it is also es-
sential for life. It finds its own path while 
remaining part of nature’s balance. Youth-
ful energy should be similar—fast, inde-
pendent and transformative, but at the same 
time sensitive and responsible. Young peo-
ple are among the greatest sources of po-
tential in any society. If they receive the 
right education, opportunities and trust, 
they can look at even seemingly impossible 
challenges from a new perspective. This is 
the most beautiful similarity between youth 
and air: both are symbols of movement, 
energy and freedom. Air cannot be impris-
oned, and genuine youthful ideas cannot be 
restricted for long. What they need is not 
confinement, but the right direction.

Because when youthful energy flows in 
a positive direction, it does not merely be-
come a breeze of change it can become a 
powerful force that shakes the inertia of 
society and creates new pathways for the 
future.

- DR. VIJAY GARG

YOUTH AND AIR: SYMBOLS OF  
MOVEMENT, ENERGY AND FREEDOM

POLITICAL ETHICS MUST BE 
STRENGTHENED TO PRESERVE 
THE DIGNITY OF DEMOCRACY

India’s democracy is one of the world’s 
largest and most significant democratic 
systems. Through the constitutional right 

to vote, millions of citizens elect representa-
tives to speak for their interests. From gram 
panchayats and municipalities to state legis-
latures and Parliament, elected representa-
tives carry the responsibility of serving the 
people and upholding democratic values.

The success of democracy, however, does 
not lie merely in conducting elections. It also 
depends on respecting the mandate of voters, 
prioritising public interest and maintaining 
transparency and accountability while in of-
fice. In recent years, instances of political 
realignment and changes in political loyalties 
among some elected representatives have 
generated public debate.

Respect for the Voters’ Mandate, voters 
often consider not only an individual candi-
date but also the political party, its policies, 
ideology and programmes while casting their 
ballots. Therefore, when an elected represen-
tative makes a significant political shift after 
an election, it is natural for voters to ask 
whether their electoral mandate is being re-
spected. Political circumstances can be com-
plex, and every change in political allegiance 
may have its own legal and political reasons. 
However, the impact of such changes on pub-
lic trust deserves serious democratic discus-
sion. Similar concerns sometimes arise 
during elections for presidents and vice-pres-
idents of local bodies, where allegations of 
political pressure, influence or inducements 
may emerge. Such allegations should never 
be treated as established facts without verifi-
cation. The relevant documents, evidence and 
legal procedures must be examined before 
reaching any conclusion. At the same time, 
raising questions about public affairs and en-
couraging democratic debate is an essential 
part of a healthy democracy. Criticism must 
remain responsible, evidence-based and re-
spectful of the principle that an allegation is 
not the same as a proven offence.

Understanding the Anti-Defection Law, 
India introduced the Anti-Defection Law to 
address political defections. The 52nd Con-
stitutional Amendment Act of 1985 intro-
duced the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution. 
The provisions primarily apply to members 
of Parliament and state legislatures. Under 
specified circumstances, a legislator may 
face disqualification for voluntarily giving up 
membership of a political party or voting 
contrary to the party’s direction, subject to 
the provisions and exceptions contained in 
the law. The 91st Constitutional Amendment 
Act of 2003 further strengthened the anti-de-
fection framework. The present provisions 

provide for disqualification in specified cir-
cumstances, while also recognising certain 
constitutionally defined exceptions. It is im-
portant, however, not to generalise these pro-
visions to local bodies. The anti-defection 
provisions under the Tenth Schedule directly 
concern Parliament and state legislatures. 
The rules governing disqualification and po-
litical changes among members of gram pan-
chayats, town panchayats, municipalities and 
municipal corporations are governed by the 
relevant state laws and election regulations.

Law Must Be Accompanied by Political 
Ethics, legal safeguards are important, but 
laws alone cannot preserve democratic moral-
ity. Political parties and elected representatives 
also have a responsibility to uphold transpar-
ency, accountability and ethical conduct. If an 
elected representative develops serious differ-
ences with the policies or leadership of their 
party, explaining their position clearly to the 
public is consistent with democratic princi-
ples. Whenever there is a fundamental change 
in political position, the trust placed by voters 
should remain an important consideration. 
Likewise, if allegations of corruption, finan-
cial wrongdoing or other illegal activities arise 
against a public representative, the matter 
should be examined by the appropriate legal 
authorities based on evidence. Public debate 
must always distinguish between an allegation 
and a proven offence.

Voters Are the Real Strength of Democra-
cy, in future elections, voters should exercise 
their democratic power responsibly. Personal 
influence or temporary promises should not 
be the sole basis for electoral decisions. Pub-
lic service, integrity, responsiveness to peo-
ple’s problems, transparency and commit-
ment to public welfare are equally important 
factors. Elected representatives receive their 
authority from the people and must therefore 
remain accountable to them. The vote is not 
merely a right exercised on election day, it is 
also a reminder of the public responsibility 
entrusted to a representative for the entire 
term of office. Governments and political 
parties may change in a democracy. Political 
differences are also inevitable. But respect 
for the people’s trust, constitutional values 
and public interest should remain constant.

Therefore, along with legal measures to 
address political defection, India needs stron-
ger political ethics, greater transparency and 
greater accountability to citizens. Such a 
combination can strengthen public confi-
dence and further uphold the dignity of Indi-
an democracy.

- SHABBIR AHMED

With the announcement of his 
new national team, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) National 

President Nitin Nabin has signaled that 
the party is moving towards reshaping its 
organization in accordance with the re-
quirements of the emerging political 
landscape, rather than merely rearranging 
positions. The new team, announced on 
August 17, 2026, includes 13 National 
Vice Presidents, 8 National General Sec-
retaries and 16 National Secretaries, 
along with wide-ranging changes at var-
ious levels of the organization. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has also de-
scribed the new team as a blend of orga-
nizational experience, energy and grass-
roots connect. To understand this team, it 
would not be enough to view it merely 
through the lens of “who has come and 
who has gone.” It is more important to 
understand the long-term organizational 
strategy of the BJP, its reading of social 
equations and the political challenges it 
is likely to face in the elections ahead.

The biggest message of Nitin Nabin’s 
team is that youthful energy has not been 
brought in at the cost of experience; 
rather, new energy has been com-
bined with experience. Such a bal-
ance is what makes a large political 
organization dynamic and resilient. 
The return of Ram Madhav as Na-
tional Vice President is particularly 
significant in this context. His un-
derstanding of organization-build-
ing, ideological dialogue and strate-
gic politics could prove valuable for 
the BJP. By assigning important 
responsibilities to senior leaders 
such as Vasundhara Raje Scindia, 
D. Purandeshwari, Baijayant Panda, Ti-
rath Singh Rawat and others, it is clear 
that Nitin Nabin has not sidelined senior-
ity and experience. This reflects an orga-
nizational approach that seeks to utilize 
accumulated experience in tune with 
changing circumstances.

On the other hand, assigning Smriti 
Irani the responsibility of National Gen-
eral Secretary is not merely a matter of 
bringing back an individual leader. Sm-
riti Irani’s political persona has been as-
sociated with an assertive style of com-
munication, strong outreach to women 
voters and effective political communi-
cation at the national level. Her return is 
significant both as a political message 
and from the standpoint of organization-
al utility. Alongside her, leaders with 
considerable organizational experience, 
such as Vinod Tawde and Sunil Bansal, 
have been given the responsibility of 
General Secretaries. This points towards 
an effort to establish better coordination 
between organizational functioning and 
electoral management. The appointment 
of Piyush Goyal as National Treasurer is 
also noteworthy. It indicates that, along-
side political experience, the organization 
is giving importance to administrative, 
economic and professional competence. 
The continuation of B. L. Santosh as Na-
tional General Secretary (Organization) 
ensures organizational continuity. In oth-
er words, Nitin Nabin has not adopted a 
simplistic policy of “remove the old and 
bring in the new.” Wherever continuity 
was essential, it has been retained, while 
sufficient space has been created for 
change.

Another important aspect of the new 
team is social and regional representa-
tion. For the BJP, politics is no longer 
limited merely to winning elections; ex-
panding the organization’s acceptance 
and reach among different sections of 
society is equally important. The new 
team gives representation to women and 
various social communities, as well as 
regions ranging from North India to the 
Northeast and South India. According to 
reports, women and representatives of 
minority communities have also received 
significant representation. Another im-
portant signal can be seen here: the BJP 
is now seeking to reach beyond its tradi-
tional support base and establish dialogue 
with newer groups of voters. Young peo-
ple, first-time voters, urban professionals, 
technology-oriented sections and women 
with growing political aspirations are in-
creasingly influencing electoral out-
comes. The organization therefore needs 
leaders who do not merely deliver polit-
ical speeches but understand the lan-
guage and aspirations of a changing so-
ciety. This direction is clearly visible in 

the BJP’s new team. The changes made 
particularly at the levels of the Yuva 
Morcha and Mahila Morcha indicate that 
the organization wants to engage with the 
voters of the future from today itself.

It would be a mistake to view Genera-
tion Z merely as a social-media genera-
tion. This generation has distinct expec-
tations regarding employment, technolo-
gy, entrepreneurship, transparency, na-
tionalism, individual freedom and op-
portunities. If the BJP succeeds in estab-
lishing a genuine dialogue with this 
generation, the benefits may extend far 
beyond the next election and influence 
the political landscape of the 2030s and 
2040s as well. The biggest political test 
for the new team, however, will come in 
Uttar Pradesh and other electoral states. 
The strength of the organization in a 
large state like Uttar Pradesh has a di-
rect bearing on national politics. With 
the forthcoming elections in view, the 
BJP faces not only the challenge of 
countering anti-incumbency sentiments 
but also the need to navigate changing 
opposition alliances, caste equations, 
aspirations of young people and local 
issues. Therefore, giving adequate rep-
resentation to Uttar Pradesh and various 
other states in the national team is a nat-
ural electoral strategy.

It is also important to note that the pur-
pose of the new team cannot be confined 
to the elections of 2026–27. The BJP’s 
vision certainly extends to the 2029 Lok 
Sabha elections and beyond. The goal of 
Viksit Bharat 2047, a developed India by 
2047, can acquire a sustainable political 
and social foundation only when the par-

ty organization continues to bring succes-
sive generations into its fold. From this 
perspective, Nitin Nabin’s team can also 
be viewed as part of the preparation for 
2029 and as an organizational and polit-
ical foundation for the journey towards 
2047. At the level of the government led 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, spec-
ulation about a possible reshuffle or ex-
pansion is also natural, particularly as the 
government has to balance the political 
equations of upcoming states with its ad-
ministrative priorities. However, it would 
not be appropriate to treat the appoint-
ment of any particular individual as cer-
tain in the absence of an official decision. 
Political circles may discuss the possible 
future role of experienced leaders such as 
Anurag Thakur, but the final decision 
will rest with the Prime Minister and the 
BJP leadership. In Narendra Modi’s po-
litical approach, generating fresh energy 
through the allocation of new responsi-
bilities between the organization and the 
government has been a recurring feature. 
Therefore, if any significant change takes 
place in the future, it should be viewed 

not as a surprise but as part of a broad-
er strategic approach.

In reality, the biggest message of Ni-
tin Nabin’s new team is not a “reset” 
but a “recalibration”, that is, not com-
pletely transforming the organization, 
but rebalancing its direction and mo-
mentum according to the changing po-
litical environment. The effort appears 
to be to bring together the experience 
of senior leaders, the energy of youth, 
the growing role of women, regional 
representation, social diversity and pro-
fessional competence on a common 

platform. The fact that a large number of 
new faces have reportedly been given 
responsibilities among the 65 office-bear-
ers also reflects the pace of generational 
transition within the organization. The 
real challenge now is not for those who 
have received positions, but for those 
who can deliver results. The new team 
will ultimately be judged on how effec-
tively it strengthens the organization at 
the grassroots, how robustly it builds 
communication between workers and 
leadership, how deeply it understands 
people’s real concerns beyond the noise 
of social media, and how successfully it 
earns the trust of new social groups, in-
cluding young people and women.

Overall, the team presents a picture of 
a BJP that seeks to make experience its 
legacy, youthful energy its future and so-
cial diversity a means of expanding its 
reach. If Nitin Nabin succeeds in trans-
forming the capabilities of this team into 
a shared organizational mission, the 
change will go beyond merely altering 
the list of BJP office-bearers. It could 
translate into visible changes in the par-
ty’s working style, public outreach and 
electoral strategy. The forthcoming elec-
tions will be the first test of this experi-
ment, while 2029 will provide a much 
larger assessment. For now, it can be said 
that the BJP has attempted to give a new 
direction to its organization. The respon-
sibility of transforming that direction into 
public trust now rests on the shoulders of 
Nitin Nabin and his new team.

- LALIT GARGG

BJP’S NEW TEAM: A BLEND OF FRESH ENERGY, 
EXPERIENCE AND STRATEGIC BALANCE
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Kerala CM seeks fairer Centre-State relations
KERALA

At the 31st Southern Zonal 
Council meeting in Chennai, 
chaired by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, Kerala raised 
critical demands for greater 
central financial support and an 
equitable federal framework 
across healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, and environmental de-
fense. 

Highlighting a stark fiscal 
gap in healthcare, Kerala re-
vealed that it spent ₹1,493 
crore under Ayushman Bharat 
during the last policy year but 
received only ₹151 crore from 
the National Health Authori-
ty—leaving the state to shoul-

der nearly 90 per cent of the 
total costs. In response, Kerala 
advocated for state-specific 
premiums, alignment with the 
National Food Security Act da-
tabase, and central support re-
calibrated to actual state ex-
penditure. 

The state also pressed for 

immediate operational relief 
for public transport, asking for 
complete toll exemptions or 
concessional rates for Kerala 
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC) buses, which 
incurred over ₹2.16 crore in 
toll expenses in a single 

month. Addressing severe en-
vironmental threats, Kerala 
pointed out that 63 per cent of 
its 586 km coastline suffers 
from active erosion, jeopardiz-
ing thousands of fishing house-
holds. The state urged the Cen-
tre to permit coastal defense 
projects and family rehabilita-
tion to be funded directly thro 
ugh central disaster response 
and mitigation schemes.

On regional infrastructure, 
Kerala called for accelerated 
progress on the long-pending 
Thalassery-Mysore and Nil-
ambur-Nanjangud railway cor-
ridors, urging Karnataka and 
the Ministry of Railways to 
finalize alignments and project 

reports. The state opposed ab-
solute night-traffic bans 
through sensitive forest transit 
corridors, proposing regulated 
convoy movements during sci-
entifically evaluated least-sen-
sitive time slots instead.

Finally, Kerala emphasized a 
moratorium on offshore sand 
mining pending comprehen-
sive scientific assessments, 
highlighted its 78 per cent 
compliance rate across 54 op-
erational Fast Track Special 
Courts (including 14 e-POCSO 
courts), and proposed appoint-
ing Inter-State Nodal Officers 
across southern states for re-
al-time security intelligence 
sharing.

SATHEESAN SEEKS CENTRE SUPPORT

Jalpaiguri Teacher 
arrested for making 

drugs in school

Maharashtra drivers 
failing Marathi test 

gets deadline

ICICI Banker kills  
wife, sister and then 

shot himself

CH NEWS, KOLKATA 
Jalpaiguri District Police 

arrested government high 
school teacher Ranjit Sik-
dar and suspected buyer 

Dheeraj Mahato after raid-
ing Sikdar’s rented house 
near Chhochhariya petrol 

pump in Nagrakata late on 
Wednesday. Police recov-

ered about 67 grams of 
raw material for making 
the banned drug brown 

sugar, along with special 
white cloth, packing plastic 

and other manufacturing 
items. Around ₹8.39 lakh in 
cash, including some fake 
notes, was seized. Sikdar, 

from Bamangola in Malda, 
has a past drug-related jail 
record and was under sur-
veillance after STF and in-
ternal tips. Both accused 
will be produced in court, 

with police seeking re-
mand to probe possible 

links to a larger gang.

CH NEWS, MAHARASHTRA 
Maharashtra’s transport 
department began on-

ground checks on Thurs-
day, targeting taxi and au-
torickshaw drivers unable 
to show working knowl-
edge of Marathi. Flying 
squads of the Mumbai 

RTO acted outside Dadar 
railway station, issuing 

show-cause notices and 
giving non-compliant driv-
ers one month to learn the 
language and explain why 
further action should not 

be taken. Transport Minis-
ter Pratap Sarnaik said 

drivers who still fail after 
the notice could face 

three-month suspension 
of licence and badge, with 
repeated non-compliance 

leading to cancellation. 
Around 1.25–1.65 lakh driv-
ers have completed Mara-

thi training and received 
certificates, but distribu-

tion has caused long 
queues and chaos at 

RTOs.

CH NEWS, LUCKNOW
ICICI bank relationship 

manager Divya Mishra was 
shot dead by her husband, 
Manas Vajpayee, outside 

her Gomti Nagar branch on 
Thursday. Police said Va-
jpayee waited in an auto, 

fired as she stepped out of 
a car, then fled to Husaria, 

where he shot his sister 
Sheeba Bajpai and killed 

himself. Before the killings, 
he posted a WhatsApp 
status claiming his wife 

cheated, saying he would 
kill her, himself and his sis-

ter. ADCP Amol Murkut 
said the couple had issues 
and divorce proceedings 

were underway. Five police 
teams are investigating, 

checking CCTV and other 
evidence.

BIHAR

A devotional event featuring 
the recitation of “Modi Chali-
sa” and the worship of a cutout 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was held at the Press 
Club of India in New Delhi, 
sparking controversy after vid-
eos went viral on social media. 
The footage showed partici-
pants chanting hymns and 
treating the PM’s image in a 
god-like manner, prompting 
questions about the nature and 
approval of the gathering.

The Press Club of India 
swiftly clarified that it had not 
organised the programme. In a 
statement posted on X, the club 
said the hall had been rented 
out for a press conference by 
an external organisation. How-
ever, when the organisers vio-
lated the terms of the rental 
agreement, club authorities in-
tervened and stopped the event.

The function was organised 
by Rajan Singh, vice-president 
of the Bihar State Transgender 

Welfare Board. Speaking to re-
porters, Singh defended the 
event, saying it was an expres-
sion of gratitude toward PM 
Modi for policies benefiting the 
transgender community. He 
claimed that for the first time, 
the community had received 
rights and employment oppor-
tunities under the current gov-
ernment.

Singh also announced plans 
to construct a temple dedicated 
to “Lord Shri Narendra Modi 
ji” in Bihar. He said the project 
would cost ₹112 crore and 
spread over five acres of land. 
When asked about criticism 
over deifying a political leader, 
he said, “Nobody should criti-
cise it… This government, for 
the first time, provided rights to 
transgender people; they are 
getting employment.” He fur-
ther addressed controversy aro 
und the Transgender Persons (Pr 
otection of Rights) Amendment 
Act, alleging that opposition par 
ties, not the transgender com-
munity, were criticising the law. 

HYDERABAD

The party’s response came af-
ter Congress General Secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal, follow-
ing a Congress Working 
Committee meeting, claimed 
the government was under 
significant pressure from the 
Opposition over major nation-
al issues, including examina-
tion paper leaks and student 
agitations. “The agitation car-
ried out by the students of this 
country and the way in which 
the Government of India has 
dealt with that agitation, the 
Congress Working Committee 
unanimously opined that the 
sessions held in the Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha were 
100 per cent successful for 
the Opposition parties, and 
the government was totally on 
the back foot on that issue. 
Basically, these educational 
issues,” Venugopal said at a 
press conference.

BJP spokesperson T.R. Sri-
nivas strongly rejected the 
remarks, accusing Venugopal 
of being out of touch with the 
government’s actions on edu-
cation. “K.C. Venugopal, in 

his CWC meeting, said that 
the government is on the back 
foot with respect to the stu-
dents’ issue. Oh my God, 
Venugopal, you are so out of 
touch with the government’s 
policies and decisions,” Srini-
vas told IANS. He pointed to 

steps such as seeking account-
ability, mid-course correction 
and revamping the National 
Testing Agency (NTA), and 
asked, “If we were so out of 
sync, then why would we re-
quest our honourable former 
Education Minister to step 
down, undertake a mid-course 
correction, revamp the entire 
NTA, and ensure accountabil-
ity? Please talk with facts be-
fore saying anything.”

Srinivas argued that stu-
dents need practical solutions, 
not political exploitation of 

their distress. “Students need 
solutions and not political 
misappropriation in times of 
distress. We don’t do distress 
politics, but listen to the stu-
dents and find solutions,” he 
said. He also accused the Op-
position of failing to use the 
Monsoon Session to raise stu-
dent-related issues in Parlia-
ment. “We wanted to debate 
this issue in the Parliament. 
Where were you then?” he 
questioned.

Launching a sharp personal 
attack, the BJP leader referred 
to a protest by Opposition 
MPs led by Congress’s Pawan 
Khera outside Parliament, 
where they carried toy mon-
keys. “Your two monkeys, 
carrying two other monkeys, 
were dancing outside the Par-
liament. Instead of blaming 
us, think about what you did,” 
he said. The BJP maintained 
it was willing to discuss stu-
dent concerns and examine 
shortcomings in the examina-
tion system, but alleged the 
Opposition chose confronta-
tion and demonstrations in-
stead of allowing a substan-
tive parliamentary debate.

“If we were out of sync, 
why ask our former 

Education Minister to step down, 
revamp NTA and ensure 
accountability? 

- T.R. Srinivas, BJP leader 

 BJP hits back at Congress 
over ‘back foot’ remark

BJP rejected Congress claims, said Opposition blocked Parliament 
debate on exam leaks and student protests during Monsoon Session.

NEW DELHI

The Aadhaar app has crossed 5 
crore downloads, marking a 
major milestone in the adoption 
of digital-first Aadhaar ser-
vices, the IT Ministry said on 
Thursday. The app now serves 
as a key digital interface be-
tween residents and UIDAI, 
letting users update mobile 
number, address and email, 
lock or unlock biometrics, and 
download e-Aadhaar from their 
smartphones.

Since its launch, the app has 
seen strong and sustained us-
age. More than 60 lakh people 
updated their mobile number 
using the app, while over 15 
lakh address updates and more 
than 23 lakh email updates 
were done through it. This 
growing adoption reflects resi-
dents’ increasing preference for 
availing Aadhaar-related ser-
vices digitally, without visiting 
an Aadhaar centre.

The app is built on the prin-
ciple of “Show, Share and Ver-
ify”, giving Aadhaar holders 
greater control over how their 
information is used while en-
abling convenient identity ver-
ification. Alongside the app’s 
growth, UIDAI has expanded 

secure offline verification by 
onboarding more than 200 en-
tities as Offline Verification 
Seeking Entities (OVSEs) 
since January. These partners 
can now verify identity using 
QR code-based checks and se-
cure digitally signed docu-
ments without real-time con-
nectivity to UIDAI’s central 
database.

UIDAI said this offline 
mechanism enables secure, 
consent-based and paperless 
verification, empowering both 
service providers and residents. 
By allowing users to share only 
the minimum necessary data, 
the approach enhances privacy 
and builds trust through trans-
parent, consent-driven interac-
tions. The initiatives are 
aligned with the government’s 
Digital India vision and the 
broader goal of improving ease 
of living through secure, acces-
sible and technology-enabled 
public services.

Aadhaar app crosses  
5 crore downloads

The Aadhaar app 
crossed 5 crore 

downloads, enabling 
mobile, address, 

email updates and 
biometric locks 

digitally, reducing 
visits to Aadhaar 

centres.

n �Kerala bore 
90% Ayush-
man costs: 
₹1,493 cr vs 
₹151 cr.

n �KSRTC tolls: 
₹2.16 cr in 
one month.

n �63% of 586 
km coast 
eroding.

n �54 fast-
track 
courts; 78% 
probe com-
pliance.

KEY INSIGHTS

CHANDIGARH

 BJP leader Ravneet Singh 
Bittu on Thursday said Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann cannot brush aside se-
rious allegations by simply 
calling them politically moti-
vated, after the CM’s remarks 
on a communication from the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED).

“These are not allegations 
made by a political party or 
an individual sitting outside 
the system. The Enforcement 
Directorate is a premier inves-
tigative agency of the country. 
If the agency has sought in-
formation from the Punjab 
Police or raised specific is-
sues, the Chief Minister 
should allow the competent 
authorities to examine them 
instead of attempting to settle 
the matter through political 
statements,” Bittu said in a 
statement.

He said the CM’s repeated 

claim that every investigation 
involving his government or 
its political associates is polit-
ically motivated raises more 
questions than it an-
swers. “If everything 
is false, then put the 
facts and documents 
in the public domain. 
If there is nothing to 
hide, there should be 
no fear of an investi-
gation. The people of 
Punjab deserve answers, not 
accusations against investigat-
ing agencies,” Bittu said.

Bittu added that holding 
constitutional office comes 
with greater responsibility to 
answer questions about gov-
ernment functioning. “You are 
the Chief Minister of Punjab. 
You cannot selectively de-
mand accountability from 
others while refusing to an-
swer questions raised about 
your own government. The 
office demands accountability 
before the public.” He said 

investigating agencies must 
be allowed to discharge their 
statutory duties independent-
ly, with outcomes decided on 

evidence and law.
“If the Chief Minis-

ter believes that the 
allegations are base-
less, let the investiga-
tion proceed and let 
the evidence establish 
the truth. Political 
rhetoric cannot substi-

tute for an answer to an offi-
cial investigation,” he said. 
Bittu further stressed that 
public office cannot be used 
as a shield against scrutiny. 
“Resignation is not a substi-
tute for an investigation, but 
neither is the Chief Minister’s 
chair a licence to evade ques-
tions. If you want to give 
opinions on accountability 
and investigations, first place 
the relevant facts before the 
people and the competent au-
thorities. Punjab has the right 
to know the truth,” he added.

CM can’t dismiss ED charges  
as political: Ravneet Singh

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala will approach the Su-
preme Court against its recent 
order restricting construction 
along national highways, Pub-
lic Works Minister P.K. Ba-
sheer said on Thursday, argu-
ing the directive is impractical 
in a densely populated state 
with scarce land and could 
affect thousands of homes and 
businesses.

The Supreme Court, in a 
suo motu case triggered by a 
fatal road accident in North 
India, directed that residential 
construction should not be 
permitted within 40 metres 
and commercial establish-
ments within 75 metres on 
either side of the centre line 
of national highways. The or-
der also envisages keeping 
additional land vacant for ser-
vice roads and adjoining areas 
to regulate access and im-
prove road safety

Basheer said Kerala’s cir-
cumstances are fundamentally 
different from those that led 
to the court’s intervention. He 
noted that in the original case, 
vehicles could enter the high-
way from various points 

along the service road, a risk 
that has since been addressed 
by restricting entry and exit to 
designated points, including 
in Kerala. “Given Kerala’s 
special circumstances, it is 
not possible to leave such 
large stretches of land free for 
construction. It is not practi-
cal. Kerala will directly place 
its concerns before the Su-
preme Court. The state gov-
ernment will take a clear and 
firm stand on the matter,” he 
said.

The government is expect-
ed to highlight Kerala’s un-
usually high population den-
sity and limited land avail-
ability compared with most 
other states. Basheer warned 
that if the directive remains 
unchanged, hundreds of acres 
of private land and thousands 
of houses and commercial es-
tablishments from Kasaragod 
to Thiruvananthapuram could 
be affected. The issue gains 
added importance as six-lan-
ing work on National High-
way 66 progresses and sever-
al new projects recommended 
by the National Highways 
Authority of India could be 
impacted.

Kerala to move SC 
against highway curbsAMARAVATI,

A large search operation is un-
derway in the Bay of Bengal 
for seven fishermen from 
Andhra Pradesh who went 
missing after their boat ran into 
trouble earlier this month, offi-
cials said on Thursday. Agri-
culture Minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu said the effort 
involves two Dornier aircraft, 
a helicopter, and seven boats of 
the Navy and the Coast Guard, 
with continuous sorties over 
potential areas.

Navy boats have been de-
ployed for an extensive search 
from Visakhapatnam towards 
Paradip, while a Navy vessel is 
also scanning the port area. 
Dornier aircraft from Vi-

sakhapatnam, Kolkata and 
Chennai, along with a Navy 
helicopter from Kolkata, are 
being used in the operation. 
“We are using all available re-
sources to search for the miss-
ing fishermen with constant 
coordination between the Navy, 
Coast Guard, and the Fisheries 
Department,” the minister said, 
adding that the search will con-
tinue until the fishermen are 
brought back safely.

Home and Disaster Manage-
ment Minister V. Anitha earlier 
directed officials to intensify 
the search for missing fisher-
men from Dr B. R. Ambedkar 
Konaseema district. Officials 
told her the boat met with an 
accident about 12 nautical 
miles off the coast, after which 

one fisherman, Appanna, went 
missing. She said all resources 
must be used to locate him 
safely and reunite him with his 
family, and stressed greater 
vigilance for fishermen ventur-
ing out to sea.

Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Wednesday 
reviewed the operation and 
asked officials to step up efforts 
to trace the missing fishermen. 
The boat, carrying fishermen 
from Odalarevu, Dummalapeta 
and Vasalathippa villages in Al-
lavaram mandal, had left on 
August 3 and was due back on 
August 12. Fishing boats from 
Kakinada, Bhairavapalem, Vi-
sakhapatnam and Paradip have 
been alerted to help gather in-
formation.

Massive search underway for 7 missing Andhra fishermen

n �Seven fishermen missing 
since August 3.  

n �Navy, Coast Guard search 
with aircraft, boats.  

n �Operation covers Vi-
sakhapatnam–Paradip, 
port areas.  

n �Accident 12 nautical miles 
off coast.  

n �CM seeks regular family 
updates, monitoring.

AT A GLANCE 

Bihar board plans ₹112 
crore Modi temple
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Maharashtra Warns Consumers Against Buying Loose Oil
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) Com-
missioner Tukaram Mundhe 
has urged people not to buy 
loose or unsealed edible oil, 
calling it unsafe. The warning 
came as the FDA issued a com-
pliance order for the edible oil 
sector after finding several vio-
lations, including adulteration, 
poor packaging and improper 
storage and transport.

The order applies to oil pro-
ducers, processors, packers, 
importers, supermarkets, online 
sellers and retailers. It covers 
commonly used oils such as 
groundnut, mustard, sunflower, 

rice bran, palm, coconut and 
maize. Mundhe said consumers 
buying packed oil should check 
the label, manufacturing and 
expiry dates, and make sure the 
package is sealed properly. Old 
or reused packaging should be 

avoided by consumers. During 
2025-26, the FDA collected 
1,247 edible oil samples and 
analysed 1,142. Inspections 
found 77 substandard samples 
and 15 cases of misbranding. 
The department also seized 3.20 

lakh kg of stock worth Rs 5.31 
crore. Officials found violations 
including unlicensed businesses, 
adulteration, high acidic value 
and high trans-fat levels across 
the edible oil industry statewide.

Mundhe said mustard oil can-

not be mixed with other edible 
oils, and retailers should reject 
unsealed products. He also 
warned against using old or 
rusted tins and transporting edi-
ble oil in tankers previously 
used for non-edible oil or haz-
ardous materials. Oil should be 
protected from direct sunlight 
and strong odours during stor-
age and transport. Repeated hea 
ting and reuse can also form har 
mful compounds. The commis-
sioner said food safety viola-
tions can bring strict penalties, 
whi le operating without a li-
cence can attract a fine of up to 
Rs 10 lakh. He said the cam-
paign aim s to improve safety 
across Maharashtra.

MAHARASHTRA LOOSE OIL WARNING

seven-Year-Old dies,  
neck trapped in bus 

door accident

Class 10 student 
alleges  

abduction, assault

10 Schools shut  
after stray dog  

attacks Children

CH NEWS, Vadodara
A seven-year-old boy died 

after his neck became 
trapped in the hydraulic 

door of a luxury bus at a re-
pair garage near Suryana-
gar-Tarsali bypass. CCTV 

captured the child hanging 
from the door, but crucial 

footage before the incident 
was missing, raising ques-

tions. Police have begun in-
vestigating all possibilities. 
DCP Abhishek Gupta said 
preliminary findings sug-

gest the boy may have be-
come trapped while trying 

to open the door. 

CH NEWS, Bhagalpur
A Class 10 student in Sul-

tanganj, Bhagalpur, alleged 
that Kamlesh abducted her 
at gunpoint while she was 
going to coaching on Wed 

nesday afternoon. She said 
he took her to Kathara, at-
tempted rape and assault-
ed her. Police detained Ka 

mlesh and his brother Durg 
esh after the complaint. The 
accused’s father, Uday Ya-
dav, is a sub-inspector in 

Samastipur. Police said an 
FIR will be registered and le-
gal action taken. Investiga-
tion into the brothers’ crimi-
nal background is underway.

CH NEWS, Chamoli
 Panic has spread in Nara 
yanbagar after stray dogs 
reportedly attacked chil-

dren, residents and animals. 
Authorities have ordered 10 
schools to remain closed for 
two days as a safety meas-
ure. Students will attend cla 
sses online during the clo-

sure. Teams have been dep-
lo yed to catch the dogs, con 
trol the situation. The attac 

ks have raised con cern amo 
ng local residents, with offici 
als taking precautionary ste 
ps to protect children, pre-

vent further incidents.

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Thursday launched 
a Mega Capacity Building 
Programme aimed at helping 
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) gain mod-
ern skills, technology, finance 
and wider markets. The pro-
gramme took place at Anuvrat 
Bhawan under the Raising 
and Accelerating MSME Per-
formance scheme today.

Gupta said the training 
drive supports the govern-
ment’s four-pillar reform plan 
covering policy, process, per-
formance and partnership. 
She said stronger cooperation 
between the government and 
entrepreneurs could give mo-
mentum to Delhi’s economy. 

More than 200 MSME entre-
preneurs attended, along with 
Industries Minister Sardar 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, senior 
officials and industry repre-
sentatives. DSIIDC formally 
organised the programme.

Under the RAMP scheme, 
the Centre has approved Rs 
49.74 crore for Delhi, Gupta 
said. More than 30,000 MS-
MEs are expected to receive 
skills and training by January 
2027, while over 10,000 busi-
nesses will be connected to 
digital platforms such as GeM 
and ONDC. Gupta stressed 
that digital access is essential 
for growth.

The government says MS-
MEs are central to Delhi’s 
economy and wants their 
products to reach markets 

across India and abroad. Un-
der the Delhi Credit Guaran-
tee Scheme, businesses can 
receive loans up to Rs 10 
crore without collateral, with 
guarantees covering 95 per 
cent. Since February, 10,505 
guarantees worth Rs 4,806 
crore were approved.

Industries Minister Sirsa 
said the government is work-
ing to improve infrastructure, 
finance, technology and mar-
ket access. Tenders’ worth 
around Rs 500 crore have 
been issued for industrial 
works, while more projects 
are planned. An AI-enabled 
single-window portal is being 
developed to simplify approv-
als. The programme will help 
MSMEs grow and compete 
globally.

Delhi launches programme 
to strengthen MSMEs

Delhi launches a major MSME training programme, targeting over 30,000 
businesses with modern skills, technology, finance and wider market access

The Union Cabinet 
has approved a 

Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court bench in 

Ladakh, aimed at 
improving access to 
justice and reducing 

travel time for 
residents.

IN FOCUS
n �30,000+ MSMEs to get 

training.

n �₹49.74 crore approved 
for Delhi.

n �10,000+ firms to join 
digital platforms.

n �₹4,806 crore in loan 
guarantees approved.

LADAKH

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday announced 
that the Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has approved the estab-
lishment of a bench of the 
High Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir in Ladakh.

Shah said the decision is 
aimed at improving access to 
justice for people living in 
the remote areas of the 
Union Territory by re-
ducing the time and dis-
tance involved in ac-
cessing legal services.

In a post on X, Shah 
said the government is 
committed to the all-round 
development of Ladakh and to 
ensuring constitutional safe-
guards for the Union Territory. 
He said the new High Court 
bench would significantly en-
hance access to justice for cit-
izens who are entitled to legal 
services.

Ladakh became a separate 
Union Territory without a leg-

islature after the 
Centre abrogat-
ed Articles 370 
and 35A on 
A u g u s t  5 , 
2019, and re-
organised the 

erstwhile state 
of Jammu and 

Kashmir into two 
Union Territories. Jammu 

and Kashmir was created as a 
Union Territory with a legisla-
ture, while Ladakh was formed 
without a legislature.

The announcement comes 
amid the Centre’s focus on 
strengthening infrastructure 
and connectivity in the Union 

Territory. The decision to es-
tablish a High Court bench is 
expected to make it easier for 
residents to pursue legal mat-
ters without having to under-
take long journeys outside the 
region.

Meanwhile, the Union Cab-
inet on Wednesday approved 
several major infrastructure 
projects. The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs 
cleared four railway multi-
tracking projects in West Ben-
gal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh 
and Tamil Nadu at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 9,450 crore.

The Cabinet also approved 
the upgradation of the Muzaf-
farpur-Sitamarhi-Sonbarsa sec-
tion of NH-22 in Bihar to four-
lane standards, involving a 
capital investment of Rs 
3,590.73 crore.

The Ladakh High Court 
bench decision is being viewed 
as another step towards im-
proving public services and 
strengthening access to justice 
for residents of the strategical-
ly important Union Territory.

Amit shah announces high 
court bench in Ladakh

n �FDA warns 
against 
loose 
edible oil.

n �1,247 
samples 
were col-
lected in 
2025-26.

Major Takeaways
n �77 sam-

ples were 
found sub-
standard.

n �Stock 
worth 
Rs 5.31 
crore was 
seized.

NEW DELHI

A Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on External Affairs 
has discussed ways to mod-
ernise India’s passport system, 
including e-passports and po-
lice verification. The panel, 
headed by Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor, also considered 
whether the Passports Act, 
1967, needs to be updated to 
match present-day needs and 
technology.

Speaking after the meeting, 
Tharoor said the discussions 
were detailed and covered sev-
eral issues related to passport 
services, citizenship and travel 
documents. He said around 15 
MPs attended the meeting and 
examined different aspects of 
the existing system. The com-
mittee was briefed by officials 
from the Ministry of External 
Affairs on passport issuance 
and the use of e-passports.

Several members reportedly 
felt that the 1967 law is now 
outdated and requires revision 
after more than five decades. 
Tharoor described the need for 

changes as overdue, but made it 
clear that the committee has not 
reached a final conclusion. He 
said the Ministry of External 
Affairs would have further 
work to do before any decision 
is taken.

The committee also looked at 
police verification, which is an 
important part of the passport 
application process. Tharoor 
said members had earlier spo-

ken with passport officials 
during visits to Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh. These 
interactions helped the panel 
identify problems and areas that 
may require further attention.

The meeting is part of the 
committee’s continuing review 
of India’s passport system. Its 
recommendations could help 
improve services, reduce delays 
and make passport procedures 
more suited to modern technol-
ogy. The discussions on e-pass-
ports and possible changes to 
the old law are expected to con-
tinue as the panel gathers more 
information before preparing its 
final recommendations.

Tharoor panel seeks update  
to old passport law

“It was a very thorough, 
comprehensive and 

detailed discussion on the 
passport system.”

- Shashi Tharoor, MP

NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) has arrested 
Jitendra Pathak, a proclaimed 
offender accused of imperson-
ating an employee of the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat. Pathak had 
reportedly remained abscond-
ing for about 10 years and 
was finally arrested in Ludhi-
ana, Punjab, on August 19.

The CBI had registered the 
case in July 2009 against 
Pathak and others for alleged-
ly cheating a private person 
by promising employment in 
Parliament in return for Rs 
50,000. After completing its 
investigation, the agency filed 
a chargesheet against Pathak 
and another accused in De-
cember 2009.

Pathak did not appear be-
fore the trial court after the 
chargesheet was filed. Despite 
repeated efforts, investigators 
could not trace him for sever-
al years. Following the re-
quired legal process, the trial 
court declared him a pro-
claimed offender on Septem-

ber 28, 2016.
The CBI said information 

gathered during field verifica-
tion indicated that Pathak was 
living in Ludhiana. Acting on 
these inputs, the agency con-
ducted an operation supported 
by technical analysis and ar-
rested him. His arrest marks a 
major development in a case 
that had remained pending for 
years.

In a separate case, the CBI 
also arrested Assistant DGFT 
official Hemlata Hedau in 
Haryana in an alleged bribery 
matter. The agency said 
Hedau allegedly demanded 
Rs 30,000 to process an Ex-
port Promotion Capital Goods 
authorisation file. The CBI 
laid a trap on August 19 and 
allegedly caught her while de-
manding and accepting the 
money. Both cases highlight 
the agency’s continuing ac-
tion against corruption and 
long-pending criminal cases.

There is no direct quote 
from Jitendra Pathak or a CBI 
official in the information you 
provided.

CBI arrests man wanted in 
parliament impersonation case

KOLKATA

Tension continued around Ja-
davpur University on Thursday 
after a clash between the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP) and Left-backed stu-
dent groups over a general body 
meeting. The violence later 
spilled onto Kolkata streets, 
with rival groups staging pro-
tests amid heavy police and 

CRPF deployment.The confron-
tation began late Wednesday 
during a meeting of the Faculty 
of Engineering and Technology 
Students’ Union. Members of 
ABVP and Left groups, includ-
ing SFI, DSF and DSO, accused 
each other of attacks and bring-
ing outsiders onto the campus. 
Several students were injured 
and taken to KPC Medical Col-
lege and Hospital for treatment.

NEW DELHI

A group of lawyers protested 
outside the Bar Council of In-
dia (BCI) office on Thursday, 
demanding the resignation of 
chairman Manan Kumar 
Mishra. The protest followed 
criticism of the council’s 
now-withdrawn order target-
ing the enrolment of NAL-
SAR University’s 2026 grad-
uating batch. Heavy police 
deployment was seen near the 
office as lawyers raised slo-
gans and held placards seek-
ing accountability.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by the All-India 
Young Advocates Association 
and supported by the Cock-
roach Janta Party. Advocate 
Raman Sharma said the pro-
test was being led by lawyers 
to highlight concerns within 
their own professional body. 
Protesters questioned Mish-

ra’s long tenure and demand-
ed greater attention to the 
welfare and concerns of law-
yers and law students.

The controversy began after 
the BCI directed State Bar 
Councils not to enrol NAL-
SAR’s graduating students 
following a campaign over 
the invitation of Chief Justice 
of India Surya Kant to the 
university’s convocation. The 
order was later withdrawn af-
ter criticism, with the BCI 
saying that the vast majority 
of students were innocent.

Lawyers at Thursday’s pro-
test also raised wider issues, 
including lawyer welfare, sti-
pends, chambers, the Advo-

cates Act and regulation of 
law colleges.  Advocate 
Umesh Kumar alleged that 
professional concerns were 
being neglected while politi-
cal issues received greater 
attention. The Bombay Bar 
Association has separately de-
manded Mishra’s resignation 
over the NALSAR episode.

Mishra later apologised, 
saying, “If anything connect-
ed with the present controver-
sy, any of my words, or letter, 
has hurt the feelings of our 
law students, I sincerely re-
gret and apologise for the 
same.” Chief Justice Surya 
Kant had also criticised the 
BCI order as unnecessary and 
supported students’ right to 
protest. The issue has now 
widened into a debate over 
accountability, student rights 
and the functioning of the le-
gal regulator.

Lawyers protest against BCI 
Chief over NALSAR row

AMARAVATI

Questions have emerged over 
the stability of Andhra 
Pradesh’s ruling NDA alliance 
as Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan has missed sev-
eral Cabinet meetings and pub-
lic events attended by Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. His repeated absence 
has led to speculation about dif-
ferences between the Jana Sena 
leader and the TDP chief.

Kalyan has reportedly 
skipped at least four Cabinet 
meetings in recent weeks,  
including an event linked to 
new buildings and roads in the 
Amaravati capital region. He 
has also stayed away from As-
sembly sessions. His last public 
appearance with Naidu was at 
the Bhogapuram Airport inau-

guration on August 1, which 
was also attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Political observers believe 
the absences could be connect-
ed to differences over seat-shar-
ing for upcoming local body 
elections. Sources in Jana Sena 
said Kalyan wants a larger 
share of seats and some civic 
corporations for his party. 

The TDP, however, is report-
edly reluctant to give up more 
constituencies because of con-
cerns among its grassroots 
workers. Jana Sena has also 
pointed to Kalyan’s health 
problems following shoulder 
surgery as a reason for his ab-
sence. A senior party leader  
said Cabinet meetings require 
long hours of sitting and that 
Kalyan has been avoiding them 
on health grounds. 

Pawan Kalyan absences 
fuel NDA rift speculation

Jadavpur university clash sparks tension

IMPHAL

A protest demanding justice 
for six Naga civilians alleged-
ly killed during the ongoing 
Manipur conflict turned tense 
in Kanglatongbi on Thursday. 
Security forces, including 
Rapid Action Force personnel, 
reportedly fired tear gas shells 
to disperse protesters, leaving 
four people injured. The 
wounded were taken to hospi-
tals in Imphal for treatment.

The sit-in was organised by 
the United Naga Council 
(UNC), with members of in-
digenous communities de-
manding action against those 
responsible for the killings. 
Protesters also called for an 
impartial investigation into the 
deaths and questioned the use 
of force during the demonstra-
tion.

The six civilians were al-
legedly abducted from Kang-
pokpi district on May 13. 
Their bodies were recovered 
on June 10 near a Kuki-Zo vil-

lage. The recovery came a day 
after 14 Kuki individuals, who 
were allegedly abducted by 
armed groups in Senapati dis-
trict nearly a month earlier, 
were released.

The latest confrontation has 
added to tensions in the vio-
lence-hit state, where commu-
nities continue to demand jus-
tice and accountability. Pro-
testers maintained that the 
deaths of the six civilians must 
be properly investigated and 
that those responsible should 
face action.

The use of tear gas during 
Thursday’s demonstration has 
further intensified concerns 
over the handling of protests in 
the region. The incident also 
highlights the continuing mis-
trust among communities af-
fected by the conflict. With 
four protesters injured, calls 
for an impartial probe into the 
civilian deaths and the security 
response are expected to re-
main at the centre of the dis-
pute.

Manipur naga protest turns violent
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GALLE

Veteran all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja has opened up about 
his incredible journey after helping India secure a domi-
nant 165-run victory against Sri Lanka at the historic Gal-
le International Stadium. Reflecting on a photograph from 
India’s famous 2017 win at the same venue, Jadeja ex-
pressed deep gratitude for representing his country for over 
a decade. 

He emphasized that sustaining a long, successful career at 
the highest international level demands 
immense hard work, dedication, and 
constant perseverance every single day. 
In the recent match, Jadeja played a cru-
cial role by picking up four wickets. Mean-
while, young spinner Manav Suthar made 
history with a brilliant ten-wicket match haul, and 
Devdutt Padikkal shined with a stellar 167. With this 
1-0 series lead secured, the confident Indian squad now tr 
avels to Colombo for the final Test match starting Sunday.

TOKYO

Veteran Japanese football 
star Kazuyoshi Miura has of-
ficially broken a major na-
tional record by becoming 
the oldest goalscorer in the 
rich history of the Emperor’s 
Cup. At the remarkable age 
of 59 years, 5 months, and 
24 days, the legendary for-
ward netted two brilliant 
pena l ty  k icks  to  he lp 
Fukushima United secure a 
massive seven-nil victory 
over amateur side Oyama 
Soccer Club.

Wi th  th i s  inc red ib le 
achievement, Miura easily 
surpassed the previous tour-
nament record held by for-
mer Japan midfielder Shinji 
Ono, who was 41 years old 
when he scored in the com-
petition. Popularly nick-
named King Kazu, the veter-
an striker is currently play-
ing through his 42 profes-
sional season. He previously 
scored his first competitive 
goal in nearly 4 years during 
the qualifying rounds of  
the same tournament last 
month.

During the one-sided first-
round match, Miura calmly 
opened the scoring from the 

penalty spot in the 12th min-
ute. He later added his sec-
ond successful penalty just 
10 minutes into the 2nd half 
before walking off the pitch 
to a standing ovation when 
he was substituted 3 minutes 
later. Speaking to reporters 
after the final whistle, the 
humble striker mentioned 
that players never truly know 
when their chance will ar-
rive, which is why he prac-
tices penalties constantly.

Miura started his long pro-
fessional career all the way 
back in Brazil in 1986. 

Over the decades, he has 
played professional football 
in top leagues across Italy, 
Croatia, Australia, and Por-
tugal. He also proudly scored 
55 goals in 89 total interna-
tional appearances for the 
Japan national team. 

LONDON

England’s talented seam-bowling 
all-rounder Sam Curran has suffered a 
major career setback after being ruled out 
for the rest of the home cricket season fol-
lowing upcoming groin surgery.

The 28 year-old star was widely expect-
ed to join the national Test squad for the 
ongoing series against Pakistan. This op-
portunity could have marked his first red-
ball appearance for the country since 
2021. However, medical evaluations con-
firmed that he needs an immediate opera-
tion on his groin right after finishing his 
commitments in The Hundred tourna-
ment, which sadly brings his domestic 
summer campaign to a premature end.

His county side, Surrey, released an of-

ficial statement confirming that Curran 
has been thoroughly assessed for the per-
sistent groin issue and will undergo the 
required surgical procedure soon. Because 
of this medical intervention, he will be 
completely unavailable for selection for 
the remainder of the home international 
fixtures.

England’s newly appointed chief selec-
tor, Marcus North, had earlier hinted that 
Curran was a serious option to restore 
team balance following the international 
retirement of star all-rounder Ben Stokes. 
The selectors value Curran’s unique skills 
very highly and view him as a crucial part 
of the team’s long-term future.

To add to Surrey’s injury worries, fel-
low English cricketer Will Jacks has also 
been ruled out of the Pakistan Test series 

after undergoing successful emergency 
surgery to remove his appendix. Medical 
staff will closely monitor Jacks’s recovery 
to see if he can return in time for the 
white-ball series against Sri Lanka. Mean-
while, Surrey has brought in Indian bat-
ting all-rounder Mahipal Lomror for their 
ongoing County Championship match 
against Nottinghamshire at The Oval to 
help cover for these key missing players.

NEW DELHI

India’s mixed doubles campaign at the 
prestigious BWF World Championships 
came to an unfortunate end in the Round 
of 16 at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadi-
um.

The 15th -seeded Indian pair of Dhruv 
Kapila and Tanisha Crasto faced a tough 
challenge against the skilled Chinese 
combination of Chen Fang and Guo Xin-
wa. Although Dhruv and Tanisha had 
advanced to the pre-quarterfinals follow-
ing a very comfortable opening victory, 
they struggled to replicate that strong 
form against their opponents. The Chi-

nese duo completely controlled the 
flow of the contest from start to finish, 
securing a straight-game victory with 
identical scores of 21 to 11 and 21 to 
11 to knock the home favorites out of 

the tournament.

Prior to this tough loss, the Indian pair 
had made a very promising start to their 
world championship journey. After re-
ceiving a direct bye in the first qualifying 
round, they easily defeated Macau’s 
Leong Iok Chong and Ng Weng Chi to 
secure their spot in the last 16. That im-

pressive win had also made Dhruv and 
Tanisha the final remaining Indian repre-
sentatives left standing in the mixed dou-
bles draw.

Earlier in the tournament, other Indian 
pairs also faced early exits. Rohan Ka-
poor and Ruthvika Shivani Gadde suf-
fered a narrow loss against Canada’s 
Jonathan Bing Tsan Lai and Crystal Lai. 
Meanwhile, Ashith Surya and Amrutha 
Pramuthesh bowed out after an exhaust-
ing battle against Turkey’s Emre Sonmez 
and Yasemen Bektas in a marathon match 
that featured thrilling extended games.

With the elimination of Dhruv and 
Tanisha, India now has no remaining 
pairs left competing in the mixed doubles 
discipline at this year’s world champion-
ships. Badminton fans across the country 
will now look forward to other categories 
as the tournament moves into its crucial 
later stages.

The King Stays: Verstappen 
signs through 2030
ZANDVOORT

Star driver Max Verstappen has offi-
cially signed a major contract exten-
sion with the Red Bull Formula 1 
team, locking in his future until the 
end of the year 2030. This big an-
nouncement completely puts an end 
to months of heavy media speculation 
regarding the 4 time world champi-
on’s next career move.

The talented Dutch driver previous-
ly had an agreement that ran through 
the end of 2028. However, that deal 
included specific break clauses allow-
ing a potential exit if the team failed 
to build a winning car under the 
sport’s new technical rules. Local re-
ports suggested those performance 
triggers could have been activated this 
season, as Red Bull has faced a tough 
start in the current championship 
standings.

Even with a challenging season so 
far, Verstappen chose to show his 
long-term loyalty. Speaking to the 

media, the 28 year-old champion stat-
ed that the racing squad feels just like 
a second family to him. He expressed 
strong excitement about working 
alongside team boss Laurent Mekies 
and all the engineers to push the car 
back to the front of the grid.

Before this announcement, media 
rumors strongly linked Verstappen to 
top rival teams like Mercedes and 
McLaren. With his future now firmly 
secured at Red Bull, attention in the 
racing paddock will shift toward oth-
er drivers. Experts believe veteran 
cham pion Fernando Alonso will now 
become the main focus, as fans eager-
ly wait to see if he decides to continue 
his racing career with Aston Martin.

Meanwhile, Verstappen is fully pre-
paring for his emotional home grand 
prix this weekend at Zandvoort, 
which marks the final race at this his-
toric circuit before it leaves the calen-
dar. Fans are hoping he can deliver a 
magical performance in front of his 
home crowd.

Max Verstappen has signed a major contract extension with 
Red Bull through 2030, ending months of exit speculation.

ZANDVOORT

Max Verstappen is ready 
for an emotional week-
end as Formula 1 returns  
for the final Dutch  

Max Verstappen 
targets dream win 
at final Dutch GP

Grand Prix at the historic 
Zandvoort seaside track. 
The 4 time world champi-
on hopes to thrill his mas-
sive orange-shirted home 
crowd by claiming his first 
victory of the season.

Verstappen has an amaz-
ing record here, finishing 
on the podium in every 
race since the venue re-
turned in 2021, including 
3 wins. However, compe-

tition will be fierce. McLaren is chasing a third 
consecutive Dutch victory, while Mercedes aims 
to extend its strong championship lead with 
Kimi Antonelli. Red Bull also faces lineup 
changes this weekend. Liam Lawson steps in for 
injured teammate Isack Hadjar, while Yuki Tsu-
noda takes over at Racing Bulls. With a thrilling 
sprint race format added to the mix, fans are in 
for an unforgettable weekend before this be-
loved track says goodbye to the racing calendar.

King Kazu makes 
history at 59

‘Honouring dad’, Messi 
dedicate’s goal for late father

CHESTER

Football legend Lionel Messi scored 
his very first goal since the 
heartbreaking death of his 
father, helping Inter Miami 
secure a dramatic two-all 
draw against the Phila-
delphia Union. The 
emotional match took 
place at Subaru Park in 
Pennsylvania.

Messi’s  father and 
long-serving representative, 
Jorge, sadly passed away at 
the age of 68 earlier this month 
on August 8 in Rosario, Argentina. 
Following the heavy personal loss, the 
39 year-old star shared a touching public 
tribute last week, admitting how difficult it 
felt to continue his professional career 
without his father’s constant guidance.

During the first half of the game, in the 

26th minute, the legendary forward brilliantly shook 
off his defender. He fired a powerful left-footed shot 

straight into the back of the net to give Miami a 
crucial 2-to-1 lead. Immediately after scor-

ing, a visibly emotional Messi was sur-
rounded and warmly embraced by his 

supportive teammates on the field.
Aside from finding the back of the 

net, Messi also provided a brilliant 
assist for his team’s opening goal ear-
lier in the match. This important draw 
helped defending champions Inter 
Miami finally break a frustrating 

three-game losing streak in the league.
This remarkable strike marks Messi’s 

thirteenth goal of the current MLS season. 
He now sits just one single goal behind Dal-

las striker Petar Musa in the race for the coveted 
Golden Boot award, which Messi successfully 
claimed last year. Fans across the globe continue to 
send their best wishes to the Argentine icon as he 
navigates this tough personal chapter while main-
taining his brilliant form on the football pitch.

Lionel 
Messi 

scored his first 
goal since his 

father’s passing, 
helping Inter Miami 
secure a dramatic 
2-2 draw against 
the Philadelphia 

Union.

Manav Suthar 
reveals secret to 
10 wicket haul

GALLE

Young Indian spinner Manav 
Suthar has shared how prac-
ticing with the Kooka-
burra ball at home 
helped him secure a 
brilliant 10- wicket 
match haul against Sri 
Lanka. Suthar played a 
starring role in only his 
2nd Test, taking 6 wickets 
in the 2nd innings to guide 
India to a comfortable 165-
run victory atGalle. 

Speaking about his prepa-
ration, the 22-year-old re-
vealed that he focused heavily 
on adapting to the ball’s behavior 
after the Afghanistan series by 
practicing extensively both in the nets 
and at his house. 

He also credited arriving early in Sri 
Lanka for giving him crucial time to un-
derstand local conditions. 

Suthar emphasized that patience was 
key on the supportive pitch and expressed 
his joy at helping the team take a 1-0 
lead. India will look to seal the series in 
Colombo next.

Ravindra Jadeja 
celebrates decade 
with team India

Indian pair exits Badminton World Championships

Sam Curran ruled out 
for summer season

MACKAY

Bangladesh head coach Phil Simmons has is-
sued a strong warning to his players, telling 
them to prepare for an aggressive fightback 
from Australia ahead of the second Test match 
at the Great Barrier Reef Arena.

This warning comes right after Bangladesh 
secured a historic and stunning 9 wicket victo-
ry over Australia in the opening Test series 
match held in Darwin. While celebrating that 
monumental achievement, Simmons made it 
completely clear to the media that the job is far 
from finished. He emphasized that the team 
must either maintain their high level of play or 
improve by at least one percent in key areas 
because the Australian side will surely change 
their tactics and come back much harder.

Reflecting on the squad’s dedication, Sim-
mons mentioned that his confidence in the 
players never wavered, even after they were 

shockingly bowled out for just 54 runs in a 
practice warm-up match before the series. He 
praised the team’s strong work ethic in training 
sessions and noted that the players have now 
calmed down after the emotional highs of their 
massive opening win.

When asked about potential changes to the 
playing eleven, the coach hinted that he prefers 
not to alter a successful combination, though 
left-arm fast bowler Shoriful Islam remains an 
option. Simmons also highlighted the impor-
tance of patience and discipline in red-ball 
cricket. He stressed that batting for long 
stretches during the first innings just as they 
did by batting for 138 overs to score 426 runs 
in Darwin puts immense pressure on the oppo-
nent.

The upcoming second Test promises to be an 
intense battle as Bangladesh looks to seal a 
famous series victory away from home, while 
Australia fights desperately to level the score.

Simmons warns Bangladesh of Australian fightback
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Baloch activists protest UK airstrikes in London
LONDON

 
Baloch activists staged a pro-
test outside 10 Downing Street 
in London on Thursday, raising 
concerns over alleged airstrikes 
carried out by Pakistani forces 
in Surab, Balochistan.

The protesters gathered at 
the British Prime Minister’s 
official residence to draw inter-
national attention to the situa-
tion in Balochistan. They al-
leged that Pakistani military 
action had caused fear and 
hardship among local commu-
nities and called on the interna-
tional community to take note 
of developments in the region.

The protest focused on al-

leged airstrikes in and around 
Surab. Activists raised slogans 
and displayed placards high-
lighting what they described as 
human rights concerns and the 
impact of military operations 
on civilians. They urged the 
British government and other 
international institutions to ex-
amine the situation and press 
for greater accountability.

Baloch activist groups have 
frequently organised demon-
strations in cities across Eu-
rope and other parts of the 
world, seeking international 
attention to their allegations of 
human rights violations in Ba-
lochistan. They have also 
called for greater political and 

diplomatic scrutiny of Paki-
stan’s security operations in the 
province.The latest demonstra-
tion in London comes amid 
continuing tensions in Baloch-
istan, where Pakistani security 
forces have been engaged in 
operations against armed 
groups. Pakistan has main-
tained that its security opera-
tions are aimed at tackling mil-
itancy and protecting public 
security.

Activists, however, have re-
peatedly alleged that military 
operations have affected civil-
ians and resulted in displace-
ment and other difficulties. 
They have called for investiga-
tions into incidents involving 

civilians and greater protection 
of human rights.

The protest outside Downing 
Street was also aimed at urging 
the British government to raise 
the issue through diplomatic 
channels. Demonstrators ap-
pealed for international inter-
vention and greater awareness 
of developments in Baloch-
istan.The allegations surround-
ing the Surab airstrikes could 
not be independently verified 
from the information available. 
The protest nevertheless high-
lights the continuing interna-
tional campaign by Baloch 
activists seeking attention to 
the political and security situa-
tion in the region. 

Colombia declares 
emergency after 

deadly quake

Dead penguins tested 
for H5N1 in 
 Tasmania

Seven killed in  
Kenya helicopter 

crash

Bogota
Colombian President 

Abelardo de la Espriella 
has declared a 30-day 
economic, social and 

ecological emergency in 
15 departments affect-

ed by the August 10 
earthquake. The 

7.4-magnitude quake 
killed 319 people, injured 

4,469 and left 260 
missing, according to 
disaster authorities. 

About 272,830 people 
across 476 municipali-

ties have been affected. 
The government said 
emergency measures 

will focus on rebuilding 
homes and restoring 

schools, hospitals and 
other essential infra-

structure. Search-and-
rescue teams continue 

operations to find miss-
ing people. More than 

220 tonnes of humani-
tarian aid and 144 inter-
national specialists have 
arrived. Many survivors re-
main in temporary shelters 
and tents in badly affected 

areas.

Canberra
Australian authorities 
will test 28 dead pen-

guins and three greater 
crested terns found on 
King Island off Tasma-

nia for H5N1 bird flu. 
Samples have been 

sent for testing, while 
the birds will be collect-
ed to reduce transmis-
sion risks. Tasmania re-

corded its first H5N1 
case on August 13, near-
ly two months after the 
virus was detected on 

mainland Australia. Au-
thorities said 11 cases 
have since been con-
firmed in Tasmania, 

mainly in the northwest 
and King Island. Offi-
cials expect more re-

ports of sick and dead 
birds. Residents have 

been urged to keep cats 
indoors, dogs on leads 
and avoid contact with 

sick or dead wildlife. 
Australia has recorded 

262 confirmed H5N1 
events in wildlife as of 

August 18, with no cases 
reported in poultry or 

the agricultural sector.

Nairobi
Seven people, including 

five US nationals and Ec-
uador’s intelligence chief 
Michele Sensi-Contugi, 

were killed when a tourist 
helicopter crashed in Ken-
ya’s Samburu County on 

Wednesday. Sensi-Contu-
gi’s wife, Stephany Holli-
han, was also among the 

victims. The helicopter, 
carrying six passengers 

and a pilot, was travelling 
from the Loisaba Conserv-

ancy toward the Ewaso 
Nyiro area when it crashed 
near Mount Ololokwe. All 

seven people aboard died. 
The aircraft was operated 
by Lady Lori Helicopters. 

I, LEKHA V JAIN, D/o B 
Vikram Jain, resident of No 24, 
Subramanyaswamy Temple 
Street, V V Puram, Basavana-
gudi Po, Bengaluru-560004, 
have changed my name to 
LEKHA JAIN, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 19.08.2026 before notary 
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Japanese rise against 
Takaichi's rapid militarisation
ACCUSING THE GOVT OF DOWNPLAYING JAPAN'S WARTIME AGGRESSION, 

SOME PARTICIPANTS DEMANDED TAKAICHI'S RESIGNATION
TOKYO

 
Tens of thousands of Japanese 
citizens gathered outside the 
National Diet Building in To-
kyo to protest the government 
of Prime Minister Sanae 
Takaichi, accusing it of pro-
moting a distorted view of 
Japan’s wartime history and 
pursuing policies that could 
weaken the country’s pacifist 
stance.Organisers said around 
15,000 people attended the 
demonstration in person, 
while another 25,000 partici-
pated online. Protesters car-
ried banners opposing mili-
tary expansion and called for 
the protection of Japan’s pac-
ifist Constitution. Some par-
ticipants also demanded 
Takaichi’s resignation, accus-
ing her government of failing 
to properly acknowledge Ja-

pan’s wartime aggression.
Mizuho Fukushima, leader 

of Japan’s Social Democratic 
Party, criticised Takaichi for 
not referring to Japan’s past 
wars of aggression during the 
national memorial service for 
war dead on August 15. She 
also raised concerns over 
Takaichi’s recent comments 
on Japan’s Three Non-Nucle-
ar Principles, saying the 

Prime Minister had failed to 
clearly reaffirm the country’s 
commitment to them.

Protesters from different 
parts of Japan expressed con-
cern over the government’s 
defence policies. Kiyomasa 
Komesu from Okinawa said 
the administration was fol-
lowing a path of military ex-
pansion and described its pol-
icies as increasingly aggres-
sive. Another participant, Sa-
kuma, opposed measures in-

cluding the establishment of a 
national intelligence agency, 
warning that Japan appeared 
to be moving closer to war.

A teacher from Kanagawa 
said she was also worried 
about Japanese companies di-
recting resources towards 
drones and weapons. Protest-
ers further criticised increased 
defence spending, relaxed re-
strictions on lethal weapons 
exports, deployment plans for 
longer-range missiles and ef-
forts to strengthen offensive 
military capabilities. They 
also opposed moves to revise 
Japan’s pacifist Constitution. 
The demonstrations reflected 
growing concern among 
peace groups and sections of 
the public over Japan’s chang-
ing security policy and the 
government’s approach to its 
wartime history.

n �Thousands join demonstrations

n �Protesters target military expansion

n �Demand for Takaichi’s resignation

n �Concerns over pacifist Constitution

n �Controversy over nuclear stance

n �Opposition to intelligence agency

Tokyo protests demands

Iran calls Trump’s 
‘Economic D-Day’ 

diversion
TEHRAN

 
Iran on Thursday dismissed US 
President Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement of an “Economic 
D-Day” against Tehran, de-
scribing the planned economic 
campaign as an attempt to di-
vert attention from America’s 
own domestic economic prob-
lems. Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi said Washing-
ton’s intensified pressure would 
not force Iran to change its po-
sition.Trump announced what 
he called the “most crushing 
economic operation” ever im-
posed against a country. 

The US President specifical-
ly called for an end to activities 
including Iranian oil smug-
gling, financial transfers, ex-
change-house transactions, ship 
registries and the use of front 
companies. He urged US allies 
to join Washington in isolating 
Iran and said the campaign was 
intended to weaken Tehran’s 
ability to continue its activities.

Araghchi rejected the US ap-
proach, saying the so-called 
“Economic D-Day” was de-
signed to distract from prob-

lems inside the United States. 
He pointed to America’s rising 
debt and increasing interest 
costs, arguing that continued 
pressure on Iran would not pro-
duce the results Washington 
seeks. He also warned that US 
economic measures could have 
wider consequences for the 
global economy.The latest es-
calation comes amid continuing 
tensions between Washington 
and Tehran and stalled efforts 
to resolve their wider conflict. 

Trump warned that any 
countries or entities 

supporting Tehran will 
face severe economic 

consequences.

US designates Min Zin 
wrongfully detained by China
WASHINGTON

 
The United States has desig-
nated Myanmar scholar and 
American citizen Min Zin as 
wrongfully detained by Chi-
na, making efforts to secure 
his release a top priority for 
Washington. A senior US 
State Department official said 
the decision followed a re-
view of his case and comes 
ahead of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s expected visit to 
Washington.

Chinese authorities de-
tained Min Zin on June 3 after 
he travelled to Kunming in 
Yunnan province to attend an 
academic conference. Accord-
ing to the US official, he had 
been invited by the Chinese 
government and held a valid 
Chinese visa that he had pre-
viously used to travel to Chi-
na for academic events. He 
was detained at the airport 
shortly after arriving.

The official said Min Zin 
has spent nearly 11 weeks in 
detention and has faced re-
peated interrogations, isola-
tion and difficult detention 
conditions. Yunnan authorities 
later informed the US Embas-
sy that he was under criminal 
investigation for allegedly 
endangering China’s national 

security. China has confirmed 
his arrest, saying he was sus-
pected of spying and threaten-
ing national security.

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio approved the 
wrongful-detention designa-
tion. Washington also called 
on Beijing to release other 
Americans it considers un-
justly detained. Chinese-born 
US seismologist Youlin Chen, 
who has been held on charges 
the US considers baseless, is 
among those already desig-
nated as wrongfully detained.

Min Zin previously lived in 
Thailand and spent time in the 
United States and Myanmar. 
He studied political science at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, and was involved in 
Myanmar’s 1988 democracy 
movement. He later helped 
establish the Institute for 
Strategy and Policy, a think 
tank focused on Myanmar 
that moved overseas follow-
ing the 2021 military coup.

Rights groups have accused 
China of using detained for-
eigners as leverage in diplo-
matic disputes, a practice of-
ten described as “hostage di-
plomacy”.  China rejects alle-
gations of wrongful detention 
and says cases are handled 
according to its laws. 

M23 rebels tighten movement 
rules amid Ebola outbreak

GOMA
 

The AFC/M23 rebel alliance 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo has announced new 
restrictions on movement in 
areas under its control, citing 
concerns over the spread of 
Ebola from government-held 
territories.

Under the new measures, 
shared taxis operating on the 
Goma-Kirumba road will be 
suspended for one month 
from Saturday. Passenger-car-
rying pirogue boats will also 
be suspended on certain 
routes across Lake Edward. 
However, taxi-buses will con-
tinue to operate on the Go-
ma-Kirumba route, subject to 
health and safety controls. 
Trucks transporting goods 
will also be permitted to use 
the road.

A member of the Ebola re-
sponse team established by 
the rebel authorities told Reu-
ters that the restrictions fol-
lowed the detection of two 
Ebola-positive travellers from 
Lubero, a government-con-
trolled town, in a village un-
der M23 control. The mea-
sures are intended to reduce 
the risk of further transmis-
sion through travel and con-

tact between communities.
The restrictions come as 

Congo struggles to contain a 
rapidly spreading Ebola out-
break amid continued fighting 
between government forces 
and the Rwanda-backed M23 
rebel group. The United Na-
tions and Western govern-
ments have accused Rwanda 
of supporting M23, while Ki-
gali denies the allegations.

M23 has sought to demon-
strate its ability to administer 
territory under its control 
through its independent re-
sponse to the Ebola outbreak. 
The rebels have largely operated 
separately from health authori-
ties in Kinshasa and declared 
territories under their control 
free of Ebola in late June.

However, the broader na-
tional outbreak remains a ma-
jor concern. Government data 
showed this week that con-
firmed Ebola cases in Congo 
have surpassed 5,000, with 
the outbreak spreading in dif-
ficult conditions marked by 
insecurity, displacement and 
population movement.

The new restrictions under-
line the complicated relation-
ship between public health 
measures and the ongoing 
conflict.  

North Korea fires suspected ballistic missile
SEOUL

 
North Korea fired a suspected 
ballistic missile towards the sea 
on Thursday, Japanese author-
ities said, marking another 
launch amid heightened ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula.

Japan's government and 
coast guard detected the 
launch, with the coast guard 
saying the projectile, believed 
to be a ballistic missile, had 
already fallen. The missile ap-
peared to have landed outside 
Japan's exclusive economic 
zone, according to Japanese 
broadcaster NHK. 

South Korean authorities re-
ported that North Korea 
launched more than 10 short-
range ballistic missiles from 
the Pyongyang area towards 
waters off the country's east 

coast. The missiles travelled 
about 300 km before falling 
into the sea, South Korea's 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said. 

South Korea's presidential 
office condemned the launches 
as a serious violation of Unit-
ed Nations Security Council 
resolutions and ordered the 
military to maintain full read-
iness. An emergency security 
meeting was convened to as-
sess the implications and co-
ordinate the country's re-
sponse. 

The launch came amid on-
going military exercises be-
tween the United States and 
South Korea. The drills have 
long been condemned by 
Pyongyang as preparations for 
an attack, although Washing-
ton has sought to reduce its 
participation in the exercises. 

President Donald Trump has 
also expressed an interest in 
reviving diplomacy with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un. North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un's sister, 

Kim Yo Jong, said on 
Wednesday that Washington's 
hostile policy toward Pyong-
yang had not changed despite 
the reduced scale of the mili-
tary exercises. Analysts said 
Thursday's missile launches 
could be intended to reinforce 
that warning and demonstrate 
North Korea's military capa-
bilities. 

The latest launches add to a 
series of missile tests by North 
Korea this month, keeping re-
gional security tensions high 
despite renewed discussion of 
possible US-North Korea di-
plomacy.

India strengthens development 
partnership with Palestine

RAMALLAH
 

Palestinians have appreciated 
India’s longstanding support 
and highlighted the impor-
tance of its development part-
nership during the official 
visit of Ministry of External 
Affairs Secretary Sripriya 
Ranganathan to Palestine.

Ranganathan inaugurated a 
Government of India-support-
ed Quick Impact Project at 
the Jericho Women’s Charita-
ble Society School in Ramal-
lah along with Jericho and 
Jordan Valley Governor Hus-
sein Hamayel. The project has 
upgraded educational facili-
ties and provided computers 
and essential equipment to 
improve the learning environ-

ment. It marks the completion 
of India’s eighth Quick Im-
pact Project in Palestine.

During her visit, Rangana-
than also visited the Pales-
tine-India Techno Park and 
welcomed its role in promot-
ing innovation, entrepreneur-
ship and technological devel-
opment. She also paid tribute 
to Mahatma Gandhi in Ra-
mallah alongside Mayor Jack 
Saadeh and reviewed several 
completed and ongoing Indi-
an-funded development proj-
ects. Health cooperation was 
another key focus. Rangana-
than met Palestine’s Health 
Minister Majed Abu Ramadan 
and discussed strengthening 
cooperation, including train-
ing opportunities. 

To place a classified ad 
contact: 080-41209042
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‘Toxic’ English Trailer 
Focuses More on Its World

The English trailer of Yash-starrer Tox-
ic: A Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups has 
taken a different approach from the 

Kannada version, giving more attention to 
the film’s fictional world than its lead actor.

The new trailer, released for international 
audiences on Wednesday, is shorter than the 
Kannada trailer released on August 8. How-
ever, it includes two new snippets and pres-
ents the story in a more detailed and atmo-
spheric manner.

The Kannada trailer introduced Yash 
prominently in his dual roles as Raya and 
Ticket, with several action sequences. The 
English version keeps much of the action 
but builds the setting more carefully. It 
takes viewers into a fictionalised Goa 
during the final years of Portuguese colonial 
rule.

The international trailer also has a tighter 
narrative structure. Instead of moving 
quickly between action, romance and char-
acter introductions, it presents the events 
with a clearer flow. This approach appears 
designed to help audiences unfamiliar with 
Yash understand the film’s setting and story.

The English version also contains stron-
ger language from Yash’s character. One 
line uses an expletive that was not included 
in the Kannada trailer.

The film features Nayanthara as Ganga, 
Kiara Advani as Nadia, Tara Sutaria, Ruk-
mini Vasanth as Melissa and Huma Qureshi.

Directed by Geetu Mohandas, Toxic is a 
period gangster drama co-written by Mo-
handas and Yash. It is produced by Venkat 
K. Narayana and Yash under KVN Produc-
tions and Monster Mind Creations.

Toxic will release worldwide on August 
26 in Kannada, English, Hindi, Tamil, Telu-
gu and Malayalam across several markets.

Toxic At A Glance
Toxic is a period gangster drama 
set in a fictionalised Goa during 

the declining years of Portu-
guese colonial rule. Yash plays 
two characters, Raya and Tick-
et. Geetu Mohandas directs the 
film and co-writes it with Yash. 
The cast includes Nayanthara, 

Kiara Advani, Tara Sutaria, Ruk-
mini Vasanth and Huma 

Qureshi. The film releases 
worldwide on August 26.

Will Smith Reportedly 
Joins Allu Arjun’s ‘RAAKA’

Will Smith’s reported entry into Allu Arjun’s Raaka 
could give the pan-India film greater international 

attention and boost its global appeal

Hollywood star Will 
Smith is reportedly 
set to join Allu Ar-

jun’s upcoming pan-In-
dia film Raaka, di-

rected by Atlee.
Indian cinema, 

especially films 
from the South, 
h a s  g a i n e d 
strong global 
a t t e n t i o n . 
Movies such 
as Baahuba-
li, RRR and 
Pushpa have 

p e r f o r m e d 
wel l  wor ld-

wide.
Now, another Holly-

wood name may enter 
To l l y w o o d .  O s -

car-winning actor Will Smith is 
reportedly in talks to appear 
alongside Allu Arjun in Raaka. If 
confirmed, his presence could 
increase the film’s popularity, 
particularly among overseas 
audiences.

Allu Arjun is currently 
working on Raaka, which is 
being directed by Tamil 
filmmaker Atlee.

Deepika Padukone is set to 
play the female lead opposite 
Allu Arjun. Rashmika Mandanna, 
Janhvi Kapoor and Mrunal Thakur 
are also reportedly associated with 
the project, although details about 
their roles have not been officially 
confirmed. Will Smith is one of 
Hollywood’s most recognised ac-
tors. His reported involvement 
could give Raaka greater publicity 

in overseas markets. South Indian 
cinema has increasingly welcomed 
international actors. Arnold 
Vosloo, known for The Mummy, 
has been associated with Vijay De-
verakonda’s upcoming film, while 
James Cosmo appeared in Dha-
nush’s Jagame Thanthiram.

The Shangles Andrew Garfield Reveals Secret Band
Oscar-nominated actor Andrew Garfield has 

revealed that he is part of a band called 
The Shangles, which performs covers from the 
1976 musical Bugsy Malone.

Garfield, who displayed his singing skills in 
Tick, Tick...BOOM!, said music continues to 
be part of his life through the group. I do have 
a band, we do Bugsy Malone covers, he told 
E! News. He also invited fans to look out for 
The Shangles, describing them as a group of 
middle-aged guys doing Bugsy Malone covers.

The Amazing Spider-Man actor said the 
band has plans ahead, but he is keeping them 

until everything is confirmed. We have some 
big plans, Garfield said, adding that he did not 
want to jinx it.

Garfield stressed that The Shangles is not 
being created for money or commercial suc-
cess. It’s more of a passion project, he said, 
making clear that the group is simply some-
thing he enjoys.

Meanwhile, Garfield is preparing for the re-
lease of The Magic Faraway Tree, which 
reaches theatres on August 21. 

The fantasy film also stars Claire Foy and 
Nicola Coughlan.

Superstar Rajinikanth is 
known for his powerful 

screen presence, but away 
from films, his spiritual life 
remains an important part of 
his identity.

At 75, Rajinikanth continues 
to balance demanding film 
roles with a simple and disci-
plined lifestyle. He has often 
said spirituality matters more 
to him than fame, money or 
status. He believes it gives him 
energy and helps him remain 
grounded despite his huge 
popularity.

The actor has visited several 
spiritual places and temples 
across India, including Tirupa-
ti  and the Raghavendra 
Swamy Temple. His connec-
tion with the Himalayas is es-
pecially well known. During a 
break from the shooting of 
Jailer 2, he travelled to Rishi-
kesh, spending quiet time 
away from the busy film in-
dustry.

Rajinikanth’s lifestyle also 
includes regular exercise, care-
ful eating and meditation. His 
doctor has spoken about these 
habits, saying they help the 
actor maintain his fitness and 
energy for physically demand-
ing roles. This peaceful side of 
Rajinikanth now contrasts 
with the excitement around 
Jailer 2. Directed by Nelson 
Dilipkumar, the film sees him 
return as Muthuvel Pandian. 

Rajinikanth’s spiritual 
side shines before Jailer 2

‘Mandaadi’ Clears Censorship, Sets Sept Release
Soori’s upcoming sports ac-

tion drama Mandaadi has 
cleared censorship and is set for 
a worldwide theatrical release 
on September 10, 2026. The 
certification has increased inter-
est in the film, which features 
an unusual sea-based setting.

Directed by Mathimaran 
Pugazhendi, the film has been 
shot extensively across Tamil 
Nadu’s coastal regions. The 
Central Board of Film Certifi-
cation has cleared Mandaadi 
with a U/A 16+ certificate. The 
makers announced the update 
through their official X account 
as promotions enter the final 
stage.

Soori plays the lead role, 
while Mahima Nambiar is the 
female lead. Telugu actor Suhas 
will make his Tamil debut with 
the film in an important role. 
The cast also includes Sath-

yaraj, Ravindra Vijay, Mithun 
and Balasaravanan.

The film stands apart from 
regular sports dramas because 
several major sequences were 
filmed at sea. Soori is reported 
to have performed difficult ac-
tion scenes himself rather than 
using body doubles. He also 
underwent training for sailing 
and boat-racing sequences be-
fore filming.

The team completed the 
shoot in April after working in 
challenging weather and coastal 
locations. Earlier, the makers 
released a video highlighting 
the demanding production, 
during which some cast and 
crew members reportedly suf-
fered injuries.

The title Mandaadi draws in-
spiration from the maritime cul-
ture of Tamil Nadu’s coastal 
communities.

Yash’s Toxic English trailer focuses on its fictional world, period 
setting and story, offering international viewers a clearer introduction.


