
INDIA-JAPAN DEFENCE TIES TAKE FLIGHT 
AS AIR CHIEFS FLY TEJAS TOGETHER

VEER GUARDIAN-2026

JODHPUR
 

Indian Air Chief Marshal 
Amar Preet Singh and Japan 
a i r  se l f -de fence  fo rce 
(JASDF) chief of staff gener-
al Takehiro Morita took to the 
skies in Tejas aircraft at Air 
Force Station Jodhpur on 
Sunday during the ongoing 
India-Japan bilateral air exer-
cise ‘Veer Guardian-2026’. 

The sortie came as frontline 
fighter aircraft from the two 
air forces took part in ad-
vanced operational drills 
aimed at strengthening in-
teroperability and defence 
cooperation.

The two air chiefs walked 
towards their respective Tejas 
aircraft before taking off as 
part of the exercise. The joint 
sortie provided a prominent 
visual from the ongoing drills, 
which bring together combat 
aircraft and air warriors from 
India and Japan.

Japan air chief hails  
Tejas, ‘Make in India’

Morita said he was grateful 
for the opportunity to fly the 
Tejas and praised the aircraft 
as a symbol of India’s indige-
nous defence capabilities.

He said, “It is a privilege to 
be with you today, and I 
would like to show my appre-
ciation for your warm wel-
come and hospitality. I am 

grateful for the invaluable 
opportunity to fly on the Te-
jas. As an aircraft represent-
ing indigenous defence capa-
bilities, the Tejas stands as a 
symbol of India’s technologi-
cal innovation and embodies 
the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive.”

He further added, while fly-
ing, I found myself reflecting 
on the efforts of many people, 
both in the military and indus-

try, who contributed to its de-
velopment. Through this ex-
perience, I gained a firsthand 
appreciation of the outstand-
ing training environment 
available to the Indian Air 
Force and the tremendous 
value that this exercise pro-
vides to the Japan Air 
Self-Defence Force as a part-
ner. I will remember it not 
only as a truly invaluable ex-
perience, but also as a power-
ful symbol of the trust, confi-
dence, and partnership that 
have been built between our 
two air services over many 
years.”
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K’taka to seek public views 
on Kasturirangan report: CM

Shivakumar says the government will consult affected communities before 
finalising its position on the controversial environmental report.

HASSAN 
 

DK Shivakumar on Sunday 
visited Sakleshpur in Hassan 
district, marking his first visit 
to the region as Chief Minis-
ter, to hold consultations with 
the public and farmers on the 
Kasturirangan Report on 
Western Ghats.

He said the state would seek 
the views of farmers, residents 
of forest fringes and local 
communities before convey-
ing its stand on the report to 
the Centre.

The CM said the govern-
ment had earlier rejected the 
report, but the Centre had now 
asked Karnataka to convey its 
views by September 27. The 
issue will be discussed exten-
sively in the Legislative As-
sembly and Council before a 
final decision is taken.

Shivakumar said the gov-
ernment was examining the 
possible impact of the report 
on people’s livelihoods, farm-
ers and communities living 
around forest areas. Public 
opinion had already been 
gathered in Udupi, Chikka-
magaluru and Shivamogga 
districts, while he visited 
Sakleshpur in Hassan district 
to hear local concerns.

A special session of the leg-
islature has been convened to 
discuss the Kasturirangan re-
port, drought and farmers’ is-
sues. Members will be given 

an opportunity to raise con-
cerns and offer suggestions, 
he said.

The Chief Minister also said 
the government had directed 
ministers and legislators to 
meet people every Saturday 

and receive grievances. A 
‘Praja Seva’ system had been 
launched to address public 
problems in phases.

On former chief minister 
HD Kumaraswamy’s “touring 
talkies” remark, Shivakumar 

said criticism was natural in 
politics and he would accept 
useful suggestions.

He said the wild elephant 
menace in Sakleshpur had 
continued for nearly a decade 
and would be discussed along 
with farmers’ problems and 
concerns of forest-fringe res-
idents.

We will understand the senti-
ments of the people and farm-

ers and the situation of those living 
near forests, and then discuss the 
matter in the House.

— DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

Deadline for 
Karnataka 

to convey its 
views to 
Centre.

3 districts
Public opinion gathered in Udupi, 

Chikkamagaluru and Shivamogga.

Kasturirangan report and other 
public issues to be discussed.

Special session

Farmers, forest-fringe communi-
ties and livelihoods.

Key concerns

Sakleshpur: Wild elephant menace 
also to be discussed.

Kasturirangan 
roadmap

KASTURIRANGAN REPORT
Karnataka has consistently opposed the Kasturirangan 
report, which proposes restrictions aimed at protecting 

ecologically sensitive areas. The state government is now 
gathering public opinion before conveying its latest stand 

to the Centre by September 27. Farmers, forest-fringe 
residents and local communities have raised concerns 

about possible effects on livelihoods and development. 
The issue will be discussed during the special legislative 

session before the government takes a final decision.

SIR trouble for Advani, Sisodia
NEW DELHI

 
Former deputy prime minister 
LK Advani and former Delhi 
deputy chief minister Manish 
Sisodia are among prominent 
voters whose names appear on 
the list of 33 lakh people being 
issued notices over "discrepan-
cies" in details furnished under 
the special intensive revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Advani (98), his daughter 
Pratibha and daughter-in-law 
Geetika have been issued no-
tices after their names could 
not be mapped to the 2002 SIR 
electoral roll, while his son 
Jayant cleared the mapping ex-
ercise. All four are voters in the 
New Delhi Assembly constitu-
ency.

Sisodia, his wife Seema and 
their son Meer have also been 
issued notices.

While the poll body has not 
cited any reason for issuing a 
notice to Sisodia, Meer's notice 
points to a "discrepancy in his 
parent's name", according to 
officials. The reason cited in 
his wife Seema's notice is 
"mismatch in her own name."

A senior poll officer said the 
notices arose from "logical dis-
crepancies" in the details fur-
nished by voters in their enu-
meration forms. Confirming 
that the names of Advani and 
Sisodia figured among the 
33.13 lakh voters issued notic-
es, he said, "Their names will 
be included in final voters lists 
after due process of verifica-
tion of facts and documents to 
be furnished by such voters."

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta, 
AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal 
and former Union minister Ka-
pil Sibal have also been issued 
notices over similar reasons.

NEW DELHI: Congress on 
Sunday raised concerns over 
large-scale deletions of vot-
ers, particularly those from 
the marginalised sections, 
during the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, describing the exercise 
as "Shah Instigated Remov-
al" and an "assault on the 
Constitution".

In a statement, Gener-
al Secretary (Commu-
nications) Jairam 
Ramesh also said 
the State has "abdi-
cated" its responsi-
bility and "shifted the 
burden onto citizens" 
to produce documents it 
may never have provided 
them while insisting that a 
test that the overwhelming 
majority of citizens cannot 
pass is "just a machine for 
exclusion".

He said there is abundant 
evidence to prove that large-
scale deletions across states 
are overwhelmingly those of 
voters belonging to the most 

economically and socially 
disadvantaged and deprived 
sections. In most major 
states, he said, more women 
than men have been deleted 
from the rolls during the 
SIR.

"(The) SIR is actually a 
massive 'Shah Instigated Re-
moval' of voters. It is an as-
sault on our Constitution," 

Ramesh said in an ap-
parent attack on 

Home Minis ter 
Amit Shah.

Ramesh claimed 
that “a staggering 

32% of voters have 
had their names delet-

ed or face risk of dele-
tion” with Delhi topping the 
list with 53.73% followed by 
Chandigarh (52.58%), Telan-
gana (48.90%), Jharkhand 
(39.57%), Haryana (37.5%), 
Uttarakhand (35.71%), Me-
ghalaya (35.36%), Maha-
rashtra (33.88%), Karnataka 
(27.6%), Odisha (23.67%), 
Andhra Pradesh (21.17%) 
and Punjab (15.23%).

SIR is Shah instigated 
removal of voters: Cong

Over 200 taluks may be 
declared drought-hit in K’taka

DAVANAGERE
 

Karnataka will assess drought 
conditions in phases, with 
more taluks likely to qualify 
after ground-level verification.

The state government will 
not declare all drought-hit ta-
luks in a single phase and will 
continue assessing eligible ar-
eas based on prescribed criteria 
and ground-truthing, Deputy 
Chief Minister and Revenue 
Minister Dr G Parameshwara 
said on Sunday.

He told reporters here that  
101 taluks were declared 
drought-hit in the first phase, 
followed by 24 more. Another 
52 taluks are expected to be de-
clared in the next three to four 
days. Ground-truthing will sub-
sequently be held in around 50 
taluks before decisions are taken.

Based on available informa-
tion, more than 200 taluks 
could eventually figure in the 
drought-hit list. The situation 
will be monitored until the 
monsoon season ends. Taluks 
such as Jagaluru, which are 
currently outside the list, will 
also be considered if they meet 
the prescribed criteria.

Special session
A three-day special session has 
been convened to discuss the 
drought situation and the Kas-
turirangan report. The govern-
ment will seek the views of 
Opposi t ion members  on 
drought losses, assistance to 
farmers and compensation ex-
pected from the Centre, 
Parameshwara said.

The state will also discuss 
seeking a farm loan waiver 
from the Centre. He said farm-
ers were facing severe hardship 
and urged the Union govern-
ment to take measures to sup-
port them.

He said losses in the 101 ini-
tially declared taluks were esti-
mated at around ₹18,000 crore, 
while Karnataka had sought 
₹3,500 crore from the Centre. 
Further memoranda covering 

additional taluks would be sub-
mitted later. He said the state 
had suffered losses of around 
₹39,000 crore last year and 
sought ₹18,000 crore in com-
pensation, but received only 
about ₹3,400 crore.

He also alleged that Karnata-
ka was not receiving its due 
share and scheme funds ade-
quately, pointing out that 
₹17,000 crore under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission was still pend-
ing. He accused the Centre of 
adopting a “stepmotherly atti-
tude” towards the state.

More than 200 taluks may 
eventually be included in the 

drought-hit list based on 
ground-level assessment.

— Dr G. Parameshwara,  
Deputy Chief Minister

101 taluks: Declared drought-hit initially

24 taluks: Added subsequently

52 taluks: Likely to be declared soon

200+: Taluks could eventually qualify

F18,000 crore: Estimated loss in 101 
taluks

F3,500 crore: Compensation sought 
from Centre

F17,000 crore: Pending Jal Jeevan 
Mission funds

Drought assessment

Jagaluru seeks 
drought-hit status

Davanagere MP Dr Prabha Mallikarjun 
has urged Deputy Chief Minister Dr G 

Parameshwara to declare Jagaluru ta-
luk severely drought-hit following a sig-
nificant rainfall deficit. She said inade-

quate monsoon rains had affected 
sowing and caused standing crops to 

dry up. Farmers are also facing shortag-
es of fodder and drinking water for peo-

ple and livestock. Mallikarjun said all 
other taluks in Davanagere district had 

been declared drought-hit under the 
Drought Management Manual-2020 

criteria, while Jagaluru was left out. She 
urged the government to consider the 

ground situation and direct depart-
ments to provide necessary relief to 

farmers and residents.

Deputy Chief Minister Dr G Paramesh-
wara inaugurated the Pratibha Puras-

kar programme, organised by the Dava-
nagere District Chhalavadi Mahasabha, 
at Bapuji Engineering College. Meritori-

ous students, who secured highest 
marks during the 2025-26 academic 

year, were honoured at the programme. 
Sri Jnanaprakash Swamiji of Urilinga 

Peddi Mutt in Mysuru and Dr Ba-
savaprabhu Mahaswamiji of Davan-
agere Virakta Mutt graced the event. 

Minister KS Basavanthappa, Dr HC Ma-
hadevappa, MP Dr Prabha Mallikarjun, 
MLAs Prasad Abbayya, BP Harish and 
Samarth Shamanur, MLC FH Jakkap-

panavar, C Narendra, N Rudramuni and 
other dignitaries were present.

Pratibha Puraskar honours 
meritorious students

Japanese F-2 fighters make 
maiden India visit

Veer Guardian-2026 also marks the maid-
en visit of JASDF fighter aircraft to India. 
The Indian Air Force welcomed the Japa-

nese F-2 fighter jets on September 8 
ahead of the bilateral exercise.In a post on 
X, the IAF media coordination centre said, 

"The skies over Jodhpur are set for 
high-octane aerial action as the #IAF wel-
comes F-2s of #JASDF for Ex Veer Guardi-
an. Strengthening interoperability, sharp-
ening skills and taking the Indo–Japan de-

fence partnership to greater heights."

I am grateful for the invaluable 
opportunity to fly on the Tejas. 

As an aircraft representing indigenous 
defence capabilities, the Tejas stands 
as a symbol of India's technological 
innovation and embodies the 'Make 
in India' initiative.

-Takehiro Morita, Japan air self-defence 
force (JASDF) chief of staff general

CBDT circulars cannot override I-T Act: SC
NEW DELHI

 
Administrative circulars issued 
by the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) cannot override 
the statutory provisions of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961, and are 
not binding on constitutional 
courts while interpreting 
the law, the Supreme 
Court has held.

A bench of Jus-
tices S V N Bhatti 
and N V Anjaria 
made the observation 
while dismissing ap-
peals filed by Orient 
Crafts Limited, a public limit-
ed company engaged in manu-
facturing and exporting ready-
made garments.

The court ruled that premi-
um received from the sale of 
an export quota does not fall 
within the scope of Sections 

28(iiia) to (iiic) of the Act, as it 
lacks the character of export 
incentive income contemplated 
by those provisions. Instead, it 
constitutes an incidental busi-
ness advantage under the re-
siduary clause of Section 
28(iv).

The dispute pertained to 
assessment years 2000-

01 and 2001-02 and 
centred on the compa-
ny’s claim for deduc-
tion under Section 

80HHC.
The assessee had in-

cluded Rs 73.49 lakh re-
ceived as premium on the sale 
of export quota in its business 
profits, relying on a CBDT cir-
cular of February 23, 1998, 
which equated such premium 
with profits from sale of im-
port licences, cash assistance 
and duty drawback.

It clarified that CBDT circu-
lars and instructions bind only 
subordinate executive authori-
ties under the Act. “They rep-
resent the Executive’s under-
standing of statutory provi-
sions and cannot be used to 
impose tax burdens contrary to 
the Statute or to prevent courts 
from adjudicating the true le-
gal meaning of a provision.”

It further held that the Com-
missioner’s revisional jurisdic-
tion under Section 263 is val-
idly invoked when an assess-
ment order is both erroneous 
and prejudicial to the interests 
of the Revenue. An order is 
erroneous if it rests on an in-
correct assumption of facts, 
misapplies the law, or is passed 
without application of mind—
even if based on an administra-
tive circular inconsistent with 
the statute, the bench said.

EAM to lead Indian 
delegation at UN 

General Assembly
New Delhi:  External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar will 
lead the Indian delegation to 
the United Nations General 
Assembly this week, the min-
istry said on Sunday.

Jaishankar’s address at the 
high level session of the 81st 
UN General Assembly in New 
York is scheduled for Septem-
ber 26, the ministry said. 
During the visit, Jaishankar 
will also attend different plu-
rilateral and bilateral meet-
ings. The general debate 
during September 22-28 is the 
annual meeting of heads of 
state and government at the 
beginning of the General As-
sembly session, featuring 
world leaders making state-
ments outlining their coun-
try’s position. 
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FDA on fake drug racket: Notices to 15 hospital pharmacies
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The ongoing investigation into 
a massive counterfeit drug 
racket has taken a dramatic 
turn as the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration launched a sweep-
ing enforcement crackdown 
across the state. Authorities 
have officially issued strict no-
tices and cancelled the operat-
ing licenses of pharmacies be-
longing to over 15 major hos-
pitals, including prominent 
medical institutions in Benga-
luru, for allegedly stocking and 
distributing fake or substan-
dard pharmaceutical products.

Special Investigation Team 
officials, who recently exposed 
the sprawling illegal network, 
identified multiple medical fa-
cilities that received shipments 
of counterfeit medications. The 
compromised inventory in-

cluded critical healthcare sup-
plies such as life-saving drugs, 
intensive care unit injections, 
and essential cancer medica-
tions. In response to these 
alarming findings, regulatory 
authorities escalated their pu-
nitive measures beyond hospi-
tal counters, targeting the en-
tire supply chain.

Investigators are currently 
interrogating medical repre-
sentatives and wholesale dis-
tributors tied to the illegal 
shipments. Officials are me-
ticulously auditing supply re-
cords to uncover regulatory 
breaches and negligence. 
Consequently, the FDA has 
initiated formal procedures to 
strip negligent distributors of 
their trade licenses perma-
nently, sending shockwaves 
through illicit pharmaceutical 
supply rings that recklessly 

endanger vulnerable patients.
Parallel to the hospital in-

spections, the regulatory body 
has turned its attention to the 
booming digital healthcare 
sector. The FDA is cracking 
down on online platforms of-
fering heavy discounts on 
medicines without adequate 
regulatory oversight. Authori-
ties noted that digital pharma-
cies frequently violate manda-
tory prescription rules, failing 
to verify valid doctor recom-

mendations before dispensing 
powerful pharmaceuticals.

Furthermore, online ven-
dors often substitute pre-
scribed medications with al-
ternate brands without patient 
consent, posing serious risks 
to therapeutic safety and pa-
tient recovery. To combat 
these hazards, the FDA has 
launched random quality-test-
ing sweeps using sample col-
lections from various online 
portals.

POISON ON PRESCRIPTION

Nationwide counterfeit 
medicine racket 

uncovered by SIT

Reckless bike 
stunts cause fatal 

van crash

Police investigate 
mysterious death in 

luxury car

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
A massive counterfeit 
medicine ring based in 

Bengaluru has grown into a 
nationwide scandal, 

prompting raids across 
multiple states by the SIT 
and Health Department. 
Investigators discovered 

that the syndicate supplied 
fake life-saving drugs and 

expired treatments to vari-
ous hospitals by faking 

batch numbers and pack-
aging. Cheap pills were 
marked up from 150 ru-

pees to thousands, fooling 
medical staff completely. 

The suspected master-
mind, Prashanth, remains 

stranded in Azerbaijan due 
to an expired visa. Because 
of the vast interstate net-
work, Karnataka is consid-

ering transferring the 
probe to the CBI.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
A late-night joyride turned 

tragic on the Outer Ring 
Road when a van flipped 
over while trying to dodge 
reckless bikers performing 
stunts. Driver Ravi swerved 
sharply to avoid oncoming 
bikers riding on one wheel 
near Mahadeshwara Tem-
ple. The vehicle lost con-

trol, smashed into an elec-
tric pole, and flipped com-
pletely. Passenger Manoj 
died instantly, while five 

others sustained severe in-
juries and were hospital-

ized. Furious locals protest-
ed the delayed ambulance 
response and blamed po-
lice for ignoring dangerous 
late-night bike stunts. Jna-

na Bharathi traffic police 
have registered a case and 
launched an investigation.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Panic struck Koramangala 

when hotel staff discov-
ered a dead man inside a 
luxury vehicle parked di-
rectly opposite the local 

police station. The victim 
has been identified as 

46-year-old Salim Akbar 
from Virajpet. Police report 
that the luxury car arrived 

and parked outside the ho-
tel around midnight. By 

morning, staff noticed the 
unresponsive man inside 
and alerted authorities. 
Scene of crime experts 

and Koramangala police 
rushed to inspect the vehi-
cle. Early investigations in-
dicate he likely suffered a 

sudden heart attack.

Merchants fear cash 
return over new UPI fees
New UPI transaction fees spark anxiety among Bengaluru businesses, raising 

concerns over operational costs and cash regression.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Central Government’s 
recent policy framework an-
nouncing a standard Merchant 
Discount Rate (MDR) of 
0 .4% on speci f ic  per-
son-to-merchant (P2M) Uni-
fied Payments Interface (UPI) 
t ransac t ions  exceeding 
₹2,000—effective October 
15, 2026—has triggered 
widespread anxiety among 
industrialists, trade associa-
tions, and local merchants 
across Bengaluru. 

While policymakers and the 
National Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI) empha-
size that the structural fee is 
designed to safeguard cyber-
security, fortify real-time net-
work infrastructure, and en-
sure long-term ecosystem 
sustainability, the local busi-
ness community warns of un-
intended economic repercus-
sions. 

Prominent concerns center 
on compressed profit margins, 
rising operational overheads, 
and the distinct possibility of 
commercial trade regressing 
toward cash-based settlements. 

Industrialists and commer-
cial leaders argue that any 
friction introduced into the 
digital payment pipeline risks 
undoing years of progress to-
ward a transparent, digi-
tal-first economy. Ravikiran 
Kulkarni, a prominent Benga-
luru industrialist, noted that 
introducing t ransact ion 
charges could inadvertently 
drive both consumers and 
businesses back to physical 
currency.  According to 
Kulkarni, a retreat to cash ul-
timately inflates the macro-
economic costs borne by the 
state apparatus for printing, 
managing, and circulating 
physical banknotes.

Echoing these sentiments, 
Balakrishna M.G., Immediate 
Past President of the Federa-
tion of Karnataka Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
(FKCCI), acknowledged that 

while maintaining the mas-
sive digital public infrastruc-
ture entails heavy recurring 
operational expenses, passing 
those costs down through 
transaction fees threatens 
small enterprises. Balakrishna 
stressed that UPI has funda-
mentally streamlined trade 

mechanics for Micro, Small, 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs), making transac-
tions instantaneous and trans-
parent. Even minor levies, he 
warned, introduce psycholog-
ical and financial friction that 
discourages widespread digi-
tal adoption.

 Profit Margin Erosion: Ashraf 
pointed out that fuel margins are 

tightly regulated, leaving retailers with 
very little buffer to absorb processing 

costs generated by digital sales.

 Supply Chain Friction: Because 
fuel stations handle high-ticket daily 
volumes, absorbing these fees locally 
is economically unviable, raising fears 
that some outlets might restrict digi-

tal modes for larger ticket sizes.

 Consumer Impact: Retailers ar-
gue that although direct surcharges 

on end-consumers are officially 
barred under the new guidelines, the 
cumulative financial leakage forces 

businesses to rethink their pricing 
models or payment acceptance 

thresholds.

Sector-Specific Pressures: 

Small traders and wholesaler dynamics
While the framework attempts to shield micro-vendors by ex-

empting small merchants receiving up to D1 lakh per month 
through QR codes and protecting transactions below D2,000 
(which account for roughly 96% of retail payment volume), 

mid-tier retailers face a distinct structural dilemma: the asym-
metry between retail sales and wholesale procurement. 

Regulatory framework and exemptions
A 0.4% MDR applies to merchant payments exceeding D2,000, 

capped strictly at D300 per transaction for values reaching 
D75,000 and above. Person-to-person (P2P) transfers remain 
entirely free regardless of amount. Furthermore, essential sec-
tors such as fuel, insurance, and telecommunications benefit 

from a capped flat fee of D5 on qualifying transactions.

B’luru expects 5 
days rain, Yellow 

alert for 15 districts
CH NEWS, BENGALURU 

 
State weather authorities have 
issued a widespread meteoro-
logical warning, forecasting 
continuous light to moderate 
rainfall accompanied by in-
tense thunderstorms, frequent 
lightning, and gusty winds 
across multiple geographic 
subdivisions through Septem-
ber 24th.

According to official bulle-
tins released by the State Me-
teorological Department, a 
newly developing low-pres-
sure system over the neigh-
boring Bay of Bengal is driv-
ing a surge in moisture-laden 
winds across the southern 
peninsula. Senior meteorolog-
ical expert C.S. Patil con-
firmed that active weather 
conditions will persist across 
the coastal belt, North Interior 
Karnataka, and South Interior 
Karnataka over the next 5 
days.

In response to the develop-
ing weather patterns, authori-
ties have issued a precaution-
ary 'Yellow Alert' spanning 15 
districts. The targeted zones 
include coastal powerhouses 
Uttara Kannada, Dakshina 
Kannada, and Udupi, northern 
interior agricultural hubs Be-
lagavi, Dharwad, Haveri, 
Gadag, Bidar, and Kalabura-
gi, malnad regions Shivamog-
ga, Chikkamagaluru, Hassan, 
and Kodagu, as well as the 
metropolitan expanse of Ben-
galuru Urban and Bengaluru 
Rural. For the capital city, 
meteorologists predict inter-
mittent light to moderate 
showers, accompanied by sur-
face winds reaching speeds 
between thirty and forty kilo-
meters per hour, which may 
cause localized evening traffic 
disruptions and temporary 
waterlogging on low-lying 
thoroughfares.

While isolated pockets re-
ceived only scattered drizzle 
initially, widespread precipi-
tation is expected to intensify 
progressively over the coming 

days. This impending spell 
brings a complex mix of relief 
and concern against the back-
drop of a broader seasonal 
deficit. Persistent rainfall 
shortages earlier in the mon-
soon cycle have triggered se-
vere agricultural stress, lead-
ing to emerging drought-like 
conditions across approxi-
mately two hundred taluks 
statewide.

To manage agrarian distress 
systematically, the state gov-
ernment has officially de-
c l a r e d  1 2 4  t a l u k s  a s 
drought-affected. Under stan-
dard administrative disaster 
guidelines, a taluk qualifies 
for official drought notifica-
tion if ground verification sur-
veys confirm agricultural crop 
loss equal to or exceeding 33 
percent. 

Furthermore, damage as-
sessments surpassing 50 per-
cent are officially classified as 
severe drought. If extensive 
surveys reveal severe damage 
across more than eighty per-
cent of inspected village clus-
ters, administrative categories 
are promptly upgraded to en-
sure targeted financial relief 
and emergency input subsi-
dies reach distressed farming 
communities.

Karnataka weather 
authorities issued a 

yellow alert across 15 
districts for heavy rains 

and thunderstorms, 
offering mixed relief  

amid widespread 
agricultural drought 

conditions.

Developments in 
the crackdown

• �License Cancellations: Following 
disclosures on hospitals linked to 
the supply chain of fake cancer 
drugs, life-saving medications, and 
ICU injections, authorities have 
moved to strip both hospital phar-
macies and involved distributors of 
their operational licenses.

• �Distributor Interrogations: Medi-
cal representatives and distributors 
accused of channeling substandard 
products into clinical establish-
ments are being extensively grilled 
to uncover further network layers.

• �Online Sales Scrutiny: The FDA 
has simultaneously stepped up 
quality checks and random sampling 
on e-pharmacies and discount-driv-
en digital platforms, citing risks of 
altered prescriptions and compro-
mised patient safety.

Regulatory warning on e-commerce
With digital platforms increasingly offering steep dis-
counts and alternative brand substitutions, the 
drug administration is moving to enforce stricter 
oversight on virtual medical sales. State agencies 
continue auditing distribution pipelines to weed 
out illicit repackaging hubs and safeguard legiti-
mate healthcare supply chains.

Strict security enforced as 
KSRP Constable Exams begin

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) implement-
ed foolproof security mea-
sures and live webcasting 
surveillance across the state 
on Sunday to oversee the 
competitive written examina-
tion for filling 2,314 vacant 
constable posts within the 
Karnataka State Reserve Po-
lice (KSRP) and allied wings. 

The statewide recruitment 
drive was split into distinct 
shifts to accommodate thou-
sands of aspirants. For candi-
dates belonging to the Resid-
ual  Cadre (non-Hyder-
abad-Karnataka regions), the 
morning shift examination 
commenced at 10:30 AM. 
This session was held across 
333 designated centers span-
ning eight districts, including 
Bengaluru, drawing a massive 
turnout of 142,912 registered 
candidates aiming to secure 
positions in law enforcement.

Meanwhile, the afternoon 
examination session for can-
didates applying under the 
Kalyana-Karnataka region 
started at 3:00 PM. Conduct-
ed across 85 centers located 
within four regional districts, 
this common test registered 
an attendance pool of 38,332 
aspirants vying for special-

ized local cadre openings. In 
total, over 181,000 applicants 
appeared for the drive, mak-
ing it one of the largest ad-
ministrative security exercises 
managed by the board this 
year. 

To eliminate any scope of 
malpractice, cheating, or pa-
per leaks, authorities placed 
every examination hall under 
comprehensive closed-circuit 
television (CCTV) coverage. 
A centralized monitoring sys-
tem streamed live webcasting 
feeds directly to KEA head-
quarters. Executive Director 
H. Prasanna closely moni-
tored operations, instructing 
candidates to comply strictly 

with the standardized dress 
codes and verify instructions 
carefully before attempting 
the test.

Police forces and adminis-
trative squads were deployed 
extensively outside sensitive 
exam zones to manage traffic 
and disperse large gatherings 
of accompanying relatives.

Comprehensive measures, in-
cluding live webcasting and 

close CCTV monitoring, were enforced 
to maintain absolute transparency.

- KEA officials stated

Ensuring fair 
examination standards
Authorities maintained strict proto-
cols, including mandatory adherence 
to prescribed dress codes and rigor-

ous identity checks, to preserve com-
plete transparency throughout the 
recruitment drive. Candidates were 

advised to follow all exam guidelines 
closely while navigating security 

checkpoints. Qualified candidates 
from today's written test will ad-

vance to subsequent physical stand-
ard tests and endurance evaluations.

Pink Line inauguration 
pushed amid regulatory delays
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The much-anticipated inaugu-
ration of Bengaluru’s Namma 
Metro Pink Line has encoun-
tered yet another administra-
tive setback, extinguishing 
hopes for a commercial roll-
out ahead of the upcoming 
Dasara festivities. While the 
Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL) had 
initially floated optimistic 
timelines targeting a late-Sep-
tember launch for the initial 
elevated corridor, lingering 
regulatory hurdles and bu-
reaucratic delays have pushed 
the operational timeline fur-
ther into uncertainty. 

At the heart of the current 
stalemate is the pending safe-
ty clearance loop involving 
central oversight bodies. Al-
though the initial 7.5-kilome-
ter elevated stretch spanning 
from Kalena Agrahara to Ta-
varekere completed its physi-
cal infrastructure benchmarks 
and initial oscillation trials, 

final authorization cannot 
proceed without formal green 
lights. BMRCL submitted ap-
plications to the Railway 
Board seeking crucial rolling 
stock sanctions, but clearanc-
es have faced prolonged pro-
cessing times. Because statu-
tory protocol dictates that the 
Commissioner of Metro Rail-
way Safety (CMRS) must 
withhold final safety inspec-
tions until rolling stock ap-
provals are formally secured, 
the mandatory safety audits 
remain stalled. Furthermore, 
authorities must subsequently 
acquire an Independent Safety 
Assessor (ISA) signaling re-
port, adding layers of proce-
dural verification before pas-
senger services can legally 
commence. 

Compounding these techni-
cal delays are administrative 
bottlenecks, including the re-
cent high-profile transfer of 
the CMRS Commissioner and 
local debates surrounding sta-
tion nomenclature.

Prisons department seizes 
400 mobile phones

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Prisons across Karnataka are 
facing a major security review 
after authorities uncovered a 
massive network of illegal 
gadgets behind bars. Over the 
past nine months, a staggering 
410 mobile phones have been 
seized from inmates in vari-
ous correctional facilities 
throughout the state, high-
lighting deep-rooted loop-
holes in prison management.

The startling figures came to 
light following aggressive sur-
prise checks and intensified 
security sweeps ordered by the 
Prisons Director General of 
Police, Alok Kumar. His strict 
leadership and zero-tolerance 
approach have driven a mas-
sive crackdown, leading to the 
massive haul of contraband 
devices that inmates managed 
to smuggle inside.

Among all the facilities in-
spected, Bengaluru’s notorious 
Parappana Agrahara Central 
Prison emerged as the primary 
hub for these illegal opera-
tions. Out of the 410 total 
phones confiscated statewide, 
a whopping 334 devices were 
recovered from this single 
prison alone. The high concen-

tration of phones in Parappana 
Agrahara raises serious ques-
tions about how inmates con-
tinue to bypass security proto-
cols despite strict bans on 
communication devices.

Using mobile phones inside 
prisons poses a severe threat 
to public safety. Officials not-
ed that inmates often exploit 
these gadgets to run criminal 
syndicates, threaten witnesses, 
and coordinate illegal activi-
ties from the relative safety of 
their cells. The sudden spike 
in recoveries is not necessarily 
a sign of worsening condi-
tions, but rather proof of the 
active measures taken by DGP 
Alok Kumar and his dedicated 
team. By stepping up surprise 
inspections and holding staff 
accountable, the prison de-
partment is finally cracking 
down on long-standing cor-
ruption and negligence.

Authorities have promised to 
take severe action against any-
one found aiding prisoners in 
smuggling these items. Inves-
tigators are now tracking call 
logs and contact lists on the 
confiscated devices to disman-
tle the wider support networks 
helping criminals stay connect-
ed to the outside world.

Heavy rain 
batter B’luru, 

disrupting traffic 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Life in the garden city came 
to a grinding halt early this 
morning as a fierce overnight 
downpour battered several 
neighborhoods. Triggered by 
a shifting low-pressure sys-
tem lingering over the Bay of 
Bengal, heavy thunderstorms 
rolled across the region late 
last night. The relentless 
showers continued well into 
the morning hours, catching 
commuters off guard and 
turning major roadways into 
waterlogged obstacle courses.

The storm spared few parts 
of the city. Widespread heavy 
rainfall was officially record-
ed across numerous bustling 
localities, including Majestic, 
Koramangala, Shantinagar, 
Vasanthnagar, and the Corpo-
ration area. Other key neigh-
borhoods like Malleshwaram, 
Yeshwantpur, Jayanagar, Vi-
jayanagar, J.P. Nagar, Rajaji-
nagar, Chandra Layout, 
Nagarbhavi, Sunkadakatte, 
Kamakshipalya, Basaveshwa-
ranagar, and Hebbal also ex-
perienced severe water accu-
mulation. As morning broke, 
thousands of office workers 
and school children stepped 
out only to find flooded 
streets and choked traffic in-
tersections.

Minister directs rule amendments for e-Swathu
CH NEWS, BENGALURU 

 
Rural Development Minister 
Eshwar Khandre has directed 
officials to amend rules to fast-
track digital property records, 
targeting ten lakh Grama Tha-
na properties.  The new initia-

tive launches applications on 
October 2, followed by docu-
ment issuance in November. 
This plan introduces simplified 
norms and alternative proofs 
like electricity bills for undoc-
umented rural homes. Proper-
ties involving government land 

or legal disputes remain ex-
cluded.  Additionally, the min-
ister announced that the central 
government has expanded ap-
proved works under the 
VBG-MGNREGA scheme to 
support state housing and rural 
employment.
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BMTC explores fleet expansion with 200 mini buses
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Bengaluru Metropolitan 
Transport Corporation has ini-
tiated comprehensive vehicle 
inspections to evaluate vari-
ous 7-metre midi and mini 
bus models. This strategic 
review supports ongoing 
transport planning to integrate 
200 smaller electric buses into 
the municipal fleet, specifical-
ly designed to navigate con-
gested inner-city corridors 
and residential neighbor-
hoods.

The initiative follows re-
cent directives issued by 
Transport Minister Byrathi 
Suresh, mandating the de-
ployment of 200 mini air-con-
ditioned electric buses within 
a 5-kilometre radius of Nam-
ma Metro stations. These ve-
hicles form part of a larger 
allocation of 4,500 electric 
buses assigned to the corpora-
tion under the central govern-
ment’s PM E-DRIVE scheme. 
Transport planners intend for 
these compact vehicles to 
serve as crucial first- and last-
mile feeder links, bridging the 

gap between residential lay-
outs and transit hubs where 
standard 12-metre buses can-
not easily operate.

However, the corporation’s 
renewed interest in smaller 
vehicles revives past opera-
tional challenges. BMTC pre-
viously procured a fleet of 
186 midi buses measuring 
approximately 9 metres 
in 2014. That rollout 
faced serious safe-
ty chal lenges 
when two vehi-
cles caught fire 
in early 2022. 
Subsequent in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s 
traced the root 
causes to engine 
area short circuits 
triggered by loose com-
ponents in the starter assem-
blies, prompting mandatory 
safety overhauls before nor-
mal operations could resume.

Beyond mechanical safety, 
operational economics remain 
a primary concern for transit 
administrators. BMTC rou-
tinely evaluates transport ef-
ficiency by comparing cost 

per kilometre against earnings 
per kilometre. Because small-
er buses offer reduced passen-
ger capacities while still re-
quiring standard crew deploy-
ments of a driver and conduc-
tor, their revenue generation 
potential is often constrained 
compared to larger high-ca-
pacity coaches.

This financial dy-
namic carries addi-

t ional  weight 
under the Gross 
Cost Contract 
f r a m e w o r k 
utilized for 
electric bus 
o p e r a t i o n s . 

Under a GCC 
a r r angemen t , 

private operators 
maintain the vehicles 

while the municipal corpora-
tion pays a fixed per-kilome-
tre rate, regardless of actual 
passenger ridership fluctua-
tions. During off-peak hours 
on feeder routes, lower pas-
senger counts can heighten 
the financial burden on the 
transport authority.

Despite historical financial 

and safety hurdles, urban ex-
pansion and the rapid growth 
of the Namma Metro network 
have made robust feeder ser-
vices an operational necessity. 
Transport officials emphasize 
that deploying compact, ma-
neuverable electric buses is 
vital to meeting commuter 
demands across Bengaluru’s 
narrower streets.

METRO MINI ROLLOUT

Cyber fraud 
ring busted, 3 

arrested

High Court denies 
bail to death row 

convict

CID files 
‘B-Report’ in Suraj 

Revanna case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Cyber crime police have 
busted an international 
fraud ring and arrested 

three men for cheating a 
citizen out of nearly 94 

lakh rupees through fake 
online investments. The 
suspects—Amit Mishra, 
Tausif Ahmed, and Par-

ashuram Sadanand—lured 
the victim via a WhatsApp 
group, promising massive 
profits. Police seized six 
phones, uncovering over 

507 mule accounts linked 
to cybercrimes nationwide. 
The gang used fake dona-

tion promises and mali-
cious mobile apps to steal 
banking OTPs. Authorities 
discovered financial links 
leading to Hong Kong and 

California, while a man-
hunt is underway for an-
other key suspect named 

Anoop.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
The High Court has refused 
to suspend the death sen-
tence or grant bail to Ma-
hesh, who brutally hacked 

his wife Shilpa to death 
with a machete. The tragic 
murder occurred after Shil-
pa refused to sign property 
sale documents to pay off 

her husband’s gambling 
debts. A division bench re-
jected the bail plea, citing 
strong evidence like CCTV 
footage, while scheduling 
the main appeal for Octo-
ber. The court also ordered 

a background report on 
the convict’s prison con-

duct. Mahesh had at-
tacked her 21 times in 2024 

after she refused to yield.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
The Criminal Investigation 
Department has submit-
ted a final B-report to the 
special court in the unnat-

ural sexual assault case 
against MLC Suraj Revan-
na. Investigators filed the 

report after finding no 
corroborative, circum-

stantial, or supporting evi-
dence for the allegations. 
A local native had previ-
ously filed a complaint 

accusing Suraj of assault, 
which led to a legal battle 
and an earlier challenged 
report. Following a sec-
ond detailed probe, au-

thorities found insufficient 
proof to proceed. Mean-

while, a counter-com-
plaint regarding an al-

leged five-crore extortion 
attempt by the complain-

ant had also surfaced 
during the earlier  

investigations.

Pfizer sales halted in K’taka 
over fake drugs probe

K’taka health authorities banned Pfizer product sales after the pharmaceutical 
giant repeatedly refused to cooperate with counterfeit investigations.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka health authorities 
have taken a bold and deci-
sive step by slapping a tempo-
rary ban on the sale and sup-
ply of all products manufac-
tured by global pharmaceuti-
cal giant Pfizer. The strict 
action comes directly on the 
heels of the company's con-
tinuous refusal to cooperate 
with local investigators prob-
ing a massive, dangerous 
counterfeit drug racket oper-
ating within the state.

According to officials from 
the state's Drug Control De-
partment, the controversy un-
folded when authorities stum-
bled upon a sophisticated un-
derground network. This 
criminal syndicate was active-
ly manufacturing and distrib-
uting fake versions of several 
high-cost Pfizer antibiotics, 
putting unsuspecting patients 
at severe medical risk. To dis-
mantle this network and track 
down the culprits, investiga-
tors urgently needed critical 
documentation, including au-
thorized distributor lists and 
official drug manufacturing 
details straight from the phar-
maceutical company.

Despite multiple formal re-
quests sent by the department 

asking for urgent information, 
Pfizer officials allegedly 
chose to remain unresponsive 
and uncooperative. Frustrated 
by this lack of corporate re-
sponsibility and public safety 
commitment, state regulators 
decided that a strong message 
had to be sent. The immediate 
sales halt serves as a direct 
consequence of the company's 
corporate silence during a 
critical public health investi-
gation.

Local health advocates 
have strongly praised the 
move, pointing out that phar-
maceutical companies cannot 
simply turn a blind eye when 
their own life-saving medica-

tions are being illegally faked 
and sold to vulnerable citi-
zens. Without the cooperation 
of the original brand, tracking 
down the exact supply chains 
used by the counterfeiters be-
comes an uphill battle for law 
enforcement agencies.

As the temporary ban takes 
immediate effect across Kar-
nataka, pharmacies and med-
ical distributors are scram-
bling to comply with the new 
orders, pulling affected stock 
from their shelves. Mean-
while, state drug inspectors 
have intensified their crack-
down on local black markets, 
determined to root out every 
single fake pill linked to the 

syndicate.
Industry experts note that 

this rare regulatory clash sets 
a major precedent for ac-
countability. Regulators hope 
that this severe disruption to 
its business operations will 
finally force Pfizer to wake 
up, step forward, and provide 
the vital data needed to pro-
tect public health and bring 
the counterfeiters behind bars.

Non-Cooperation with Probe: 
State investigators probing a 

multi-crore counterfeit racket—
which utilized forged Pfizer labels 
to hawk fake high-cost antibiotics 

and critical care injections—had 
formally requested operational de-
tails, supply chain metrics, and dis-
tributor records from the company. 

Lack of Response: Due to the 
absence of any satisfactory re-

sponse or administrative coopera-
tion from Pfizer, regulators en-

forced the temporary prohibition to 
safeguard public health and plug 

intelligence gaps.

Securing the Supply Chain: 
Officials emphasized that com-

plete visibility into manufacturing 
details and authorized distributor 
networks is vital to track down re-

maining elements of the counterfeit 
syndicate.

THE REGULATORY CRACKDOWN

Expanding counterfeit 
investigation

The state's widening 
crackdown on spurious 

drug operations—currently 
under active review by a 

Special Investigation Team 
(SIT)—has exposed so-

phisticated rings repackag-
ing low-cost components 
under premium brand la-
bels. State health author-
ities maintain that supply 

chain accountability will be 
rigorously enforced against 
any entity failing to assist 
official investigations into 
dangerous medical fraud.

Uncompromising regulatory 
compliance is mandatory; com-

panies failing to assist authorities in 
counterfeit investigations will face im-
mediate commercial freezes. 

- Health officials 

CID conducts 
searches in KPSC 
recruitment scam

The Enforcement 
Directorate arrested 

senior IAS officer 
Gyanendra Kumar and 
middleman Basavaraju 

Kannale in a major 
KPSC recruitment scam 
investigation involving 

massive bribes.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The investigation into the 
massive Karnataka Public 
Service Commission recruit-
ment scandal has taken a dra-
matic turn as federal and state 
agencies tighten their grip on 
key suspects. The Enforce-
ment Directorate has official-
ly arrested senior IAS officer 
Gyanendra Kumar and a close 
associate, middleman Basa-
varaju Kannale, following a 
high-stakes probe into wide-
spread corruption and manip-
ulated job selections.

This severe crackdown fol-
lows intense actions by the 
Criminal Investigation De-
partment, which recently 
questioned official Shanta 
Hosamani over irregularities 
linked to Veterinary Officer 
appointments. Following her 
questioning, CID teams raid-
ed properties connected to her 
in Bengaluru and Davanagere. 
During these searches, inves-
tigators seized two mobile 
phones and a tablet, which 
have been sent for digital data 
retrieval to uncover hidden 
communication networks and 
financial trails.

According to federal inves-
tigators, both Kumar and 
Kannale were already being 
held at Parappana Agrahara 
prison after initial state-level 
arrests.  Over the past four 

days, Enforcement Director-
ate officials subjected them to 
continuous questioning inside 
the prison facility. However, 
sources revealed that the ac-
cused individuals chose to 
remain uncooperative, with-
holding critical details about 
the illegal recruitment ring 
and financial payoffs.

Because of this stubborn re-
fusal to cooperate, Enforcement 
Directorate teams formally ar-
rested both men. Late last night, 
they were produced before a 
special court, where financial 
investigators successfully se-
cured their custody for detailed 
interrogation starting today.

Shocking findings are al-
ready emerging from the on-
going probe. Investigators 
discovered that the senior bu-
reaucrat allegedly spent mas-
sive sums of looted money to 
buy luxury gold jewelry 
worth lakhs of rupees for a 
female friend.

Mandatory e-KYC introduced 
for LPG bookings

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Cooking gas consumers 
across India face a critical up-
coming deadline as the Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas enforces strict guide-
lines. Starting October 1, 
completing biometric identity 
verification is mandatory for 
households wishing to book 
domestic cooking gas cylin-
ders at regulated, subsidized 
prices. 

The policy aims to 
streamline distribu-
tion transparency, 
eliminate dupli-
cate or inactive 
accounts,  and 
prevent the unau-
thorized diversion 
of subsidized do-
mestic cooking fuel 
toward commercial or 
industrial operations. Official 
numbers indicate that out of 
the total active consumer base 
nationwide, approximately 
27.43 crore individuals have 
already finished the verifica-
tion procedure. Households 
that completed this require-
ment previously do not need 
to take any further steps. 
However, millions of users 
must still finish the process to 
avoid disruptions in receiving 
financial benefits. 

To help citizens meet the 

requirement without hassle, 
oil marketing companies have 
rolled out multiple accessible 
verification channels. Con-
sumers can complete the bio-
metric check directly at their 
doorstep when delivery per-
sonnel arrive, utilizing spe-
cialized mobile tools. Alterna-
tively, individuals can visit 
their nearest authorized local 
distributor showroom. 

For tech-savvy users prefer-
ring remote completion, 

official mobile appli-
cations provide di-

rect self-service 
options. Cus-
tomers using 
Indane can uti-
lize the Indian-
Oil ONE appli-

cation, Bharat 
Gas users can ac-

cess Hello BPCL, and 
HP Gas consumers can 

manage verification through 
the HP Pay platform. 

Government guidelines 
clarify that refusing or failing 
to complete the biometric val-
idation will not completely 
block individuals from pur-
chasing cooking fuel. Con-
sumers who choose to opt out 
or skip the verification can 
still acquire cylinders, but 
they must buy them at full 
market rates without govern-
ment price support. Opting 

out requires registering a for-
mal preference through digital 
distributor portals or chat as-
sistants. Authorities urge re-
maining households to finish 
authentication promptly to 
maintain uninterrupted subsi-
dy benefits. 

• �Subsidy Eligibility: The au-
thentication process ensures 
that targeted subsidies 
reach genuine households 
while curbing the diversion 
of domestic cylinders for 
commercial use. 

• �Exempt Status: Nearly 
89.9% of active consumers 
(around 27.43 crore users) 
have already finished the 
process and require no 
further action. 

• �Opting Out of  
Authentication: Consum-
ers unwilling or unable to 
complete biometric verifi-
cation can still purchase 
LPG, but must register their 
choice via digital channels 
(such as web portals, mobile 
apps, IVRS, or WhatsApp 
chatbots). These users will 
receive gas at market rates 
without subsidies.

Guidelines and 
requirements

Auto procession marks 
Hebbal hospital event

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
 

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar has officially laid the 
foundation stone for a modern 
multi-specialty hospital in 
Hebbal. The new healthcare 
facility will be built inside the 
campus of the Karnataka Vet-
erinary, Animal and Fisheries 
Sciences University located in 
Bhoopasandra.

Several senior ministers, 
local leaders, and party sup-
p o r t e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
ground-breaking ceremony. 
Transport Minister and local 
MLA Byrathi Suresh joined 
the Chief Minister alongside 
other prominent figures. A 
lively procession added to the 
gathering, with over six hun-
dred citizens arriving at the 

venue in nearly one hundred 
and fifty auto-rickshaws, led 
by local social worker and 
Congress leader Nandish Ku-
mar.

State leaders emphasized 
that the upcoming hospital 
will dramatically improve 
public health infrastructure 
for residents living across the 
Hebbal constituency. Once 
completed, the facility will 
deliver diverse and advanced 
medical services directly to 
the neighborhood. Officials 
highlighted that bringing vital 
treatments, including emer-
gency care, closer to local 
communities will save pre-
cious time during medical 
crises and ensure that quality 
healthcare remains accessible 
to everyone in the area.

K’taka, Japan discuss bioenergy cooperation
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Karnataka and Japan dis-
cussed technology exchange, 
investment and research to 
strengthen cooperation in the 
bioenergy sector.

S.E. Sudheendra, Chairman 
of the Karnataka State Bioen-
ergy Development Board, 
held discussions with senior 
Japanese representatives in 
Bengaluru on Sunday regard-
ing cooperation and potential 
future partnerships in the bio-
energy sector.

The meeting focused on the 
Board’s bioenergy action 
plans and recent develop-
ments in Japan’s bioenergy 
sector. Sudheendra held de-
tailed discussions with Tara 
Kono, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral, International Bureau; 
Karen Naki Shima, Deputy 
Director-General, Internation-
al Bureau, LDP; and Kenji 
Nakanishi, Chair of the LDP 
Policy Research Council.

The discussions covered 
opportunities for developing 
the bioenergy sector, strength-
ening intergovernmental co-
operation and initiatives un-

dertaken by the Board to at-
tract investments and promote 
comprehensive growth.

Particular emphasis was 
placed on technology ex-
change, investment promo-
tion, commercialisation, re-
search and innovation, and 
sustainable development of 
the bioenergy sector.

The meeting also explored 
ways to coordinate existing 
capabilities and opportunities 
to create new avenues for in-
vestment, technological ad-
vancement and industrial co-
operation. The participants 
observed that such collabora-
tion could contribute to 
clean-energy transition, sus-
tainability and energy security 

while generating tangible 
benefits for people.

The Board highlighted its 
efforts to attract fresh invest-
ments and advance Karnataka’s 
bioenergy ecosystem through 
stronger partnerships with in-
ternational stakeholders.

The meeting also discussed 
the potential for collaborative 
governance initiatives to 
serve as a model for intergov-
ernmental cooperation and 
sustainable development.

A notable outcome was the 
positive response from the 
Japanese representatives to 
various cooperation proposals 
put forward by the Karnataka 
State Bioenergy Development 
Board.

Karnataka plans 
global quantum 
platform with 
2027 summit

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka plans to expand its 
2027 Quantum India Bengal-
uru Summit into a global plat-
form for quantum research, 
innovation and investment.

Karnataka is preparing to 
scale up the second Quantum 
India Bengaluru Summit in 
2027, with a focus on bring-
ing together global research-
ers, technology companies, 
startups, investors and policy-
makers. Minister for Science 
and Technology Ajay Dharam 
Singh said the summit would 
promote research, industry 
collaboration, investment and 
international partnerships. 

“The 2027 summit should 
go beyond being just a con-
ference. It should emerge as a 
global quantum platform that 
brings together research, in-
dustry, startups, investment 
and international collabora-
tion,” Singh said while speak-
ing at the 10th anniversary 
celebration of deep-tech cy-
bersecurity company QNu 
Labs in Bengaluru. He said 
Karnataka had set a target of 
building a USD 20-billion 
quantum economy by 2035 
and was expanding its ecosys-
tem through the ₹1,000-crore 
Karnataka Quantum Mission.

Balancing feeder 
demands and 

financial viability
Operating smaller vehicles 
under the Gross Cost Con-
tract (GCC) model intro-

duces financial burdens, as 
BMTC must pay contract-
ed operators per kilometre 

regardless of passenger 
load during off-peak 

hours. BMTC continues to 
evaluate suitable compact 

models that can safely 
navigate congested lanes 
while supporting integrat-
ed public transit networks.
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Garbage dumped beside the Government Model Primary and High School 
in Seshadripuram—which also serves as a voting center—has created a 
persistent blackspot right in front of Shalimar Residency Apartments. 
Residents are demanding a permanent fix to protect children and the 

neighborhood from this disgusting health hazard.

A persistent garbage blackspot has emerged behind Nataraja Theatre on 
the MLA Office Road connecting Seshadripuram 2nd Main Road, right 
against the gate wall of Seenu Transports Pvt. Ltd. Despite repeated 

cleanups, illegal dumping continues unchecked, leaving frustrated neigh-
bors demanding a permanent solution.

Residents on Seshadripuram 2nd Cross Road, behind Renaissance Crags, 
are demanding answers after unattended garbage collection vehicles 

turned residential compound walls into open dumping sites, posing 
health hazards for children in the neighborhood.

A persistent garbage dumping spot plagues the corner of Ganga Bakery 
on Vasanth Nagar 8th Main Road towards Millers Road. Residents ques-
tion whether half-hearted cleanups or public apathy is to blame. Situat-
ed on a busy student route to Mount Carmel College, locals are urgently 

demanding a permanent solution.

From school gates and voting centers to theater 
backstreets and student-heavy corridors, 

persistent garbage blackspots and abandoned 
waste vehicles are turning local neighborhoods 
into open dumping grounds. Despite repeated 

cleanups, frustrated residents across 
Seshadripuram and Vasanth Nagar are left dealing 

with compounding health hazards and public 
apathy, urgently demanding a permanent fix from 

civic authorities to protect their communities.

chstatenews@gmail.com

+91 80730 57594

Gandhinagar hosts voter 
awareness bike rally

Bengaluru election officials spearheaded a high-visibility motorcycle rally to 
boost voter registration for the 2026 electoral roll revision.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
 

Municipal authorities and 
election officials have intensi-
fied community outreach 
across the metropolitan re-
gion, deploying high-visibili-
ty public engagement strate-
gies to boost civic participa-
tion in the ongoing democrat-
ic update. In a concerted ef-
fort to reverse sluggish public 
response rates, senior election 
administrators took directly to 
the streets to encourage eligi-
ble citizens to reclaim their 
voting rights ahead of crucial 
statutory deadlines.

Jagadish G., Additional 
District Election Officer for 
Bengaluru Central and Com-
missioner of the Bengaluru 
Central City Corporation, 
spearheaded a vibrant motor-
cycle awareness rally this 
morning. Cruising through 
key arterial corridors within 
the politically significant 
Gandhinagar constituency, the 
morning procession aimed to 
capture public attention and 
educate local residents about 
the vital "Comprehensive Re-
vision of Electoral Rolls - 
2026."

The energetic two-wheeler 
campaign focused heavily on 
educating urban voters about 

essential electoral procedures. 
Participating officials utilized 
the mobile platform to explain 
the precise steps required for 
new voters and displaced res-
idents to register their names 
using Form 6 and Form 6A 
applications. Furthermore, the 
rally emphasized critical ad-
ministrative protocols, includ-
ing how citizens can address 
grievances re-
garding omis-
sions on the 
draft electoral 
roll, respond 
appropriately to 
official notices 
by attending 
scheduled hear-
ings, and actively participate 
in the intensive two-day spe-
cial registration campaign.

Accompanying the central 
commissioner were several 
high-ranking municipal offi-
cers, including Revenue Dep-
uty Commissioner Srinivas, 
zonal Assistant Revenue Offi-
cers, and various administra-
tive support personnel from 
the Revenue Department. The 
ac t ive  involvement  o f 
field-level revenue staff un-
derscored the administration's 
commitment to bridging com-
munication gaps between lo-
cal government offices and 

o r d i n a r y 
ne ighbor-
hood house-
holds.

The timed 
rollout di-

rectly supports the special 
weekend registration drive 
scheduled across all designat-
ed polling stations, ward rev-
enue offices, and electoral 
registration centers. 

Election officials hope 
that high-visibility public 
demonstrations l ike the 
morning bike rally will suc-
cessfully drive last-minute 
turnout, ensuring that thou-
sands of eligible young 
adults and relocated families 
complete their necessary pa-
perwork before official clo-
sure dates finalize the up-
coming electoral registers.

Revenue teams deployed field re-
sources to help residents navigate 
documentation hurdles directly at 

ward-level camps.

Official Support

Local administrative bodies continue urg-
ing eligible young adults and relocated 
residents to complete their paperwork 

before final roll publications roll out.

Public Readiness

The drive focused heavily on educating 
residents about filing Form-6 applica-

tions, handling draft roll corrections, and 
responding to official notices.

Core Messaging

The event served as a major final call en-
couraging citizens to visit local booths 

during the high-priority two-day special 
registration camps.

Special Weekend Push

Driving grassroots 
electoral participation

CEO V. Anbukumar inspects 
Bengaluru electoral drive
Karnataka Chief  

Electoral Officer V. 
Anbukumar inspected 

ongoing SIR-2026 
campaign activities, 
mandating full voter 

enrollment and 
shielding grassroots 
Booth Level Officers 
from administrative 

harassment.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Chief Electoral Of-
ficer V. Anbukumar conducted 
a comprehensive inspection of 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) campaign ac-
tivities across the Bengaluru 
Central City Corporation ju-
risdiction. Emphasizing the 
utmost importance of grass-
roots electoral integrity, the 
Chief Electoral Officer strictly 
mandated that every eligible 
citizen aged 18 years and 
above must be successfully 
enrolled, ensuring that no in-
dividual is left out of the up-
dated electoral roll for 2026.

During his field visits, An-
bukumar inspected Booth 
Nos. 47 and 48 located within 
Baldwin Girls’ School in the 
Shanthalanagar Ward of the 
Shantinagar Constituency. He 
subsequently visited the Voter 
Enquiry Centre established at 
the Government Tamil and 
English High School in Aus-
tin Town within the Agaram 

Ward. Throughout these in-
spections, he meticulously 
evaluated the administrative 
mechanisms handling notices 
issued under the electoral roll 
revision, monitored the distri-
bution procedures for Form-6 
applications, and reviewed 
overall voter registration 
workflows.

Expanding his outreach, the 
Chief Electoral Officer per-
sonally visited a residential 
apartment complex situated 
on Langford Road in Shan-
thalanagar Ward to distribute 
Form-6 applications directly 
to residents. He similarly 
handed out application forms 
to members of the public who 
gathered at the inspection 
centres. During these interac-
tions, he explicitly instructed 
deployed Revenue Depart-
ment personnel to actively 
assist citizens in accurately 
filling out their paperwork 
and to provide immediate 
clarifications regarding any 
procedural doubts.

Addressing officials and 
staff members, Anbukumar 

underscored that every voter 
constitutes a vital pillar of the 
democratic framework. Be-
cause a voter identification 
card remains an indispensable 
document for accessing es-
sential government services 
and exercising the constitu-
tional right to franchise, field 
staff were directed to main-
tain exemplary standards of 
courtesy. Personnel handling 
public enquiries and notices 
must treat senior citizens, 
women, and young first-time 
voters with profound respect 
and patience, providing them 
with all necessary facilitation.

Furthermore, the Chief 
Electoral Officer issued stern 
directives to protect grass-
roots personnel. He instructed 
Electoral Registration Offi-
cers to ensure that Booth Lev-
el Officers (BLOs)—who 
execute the heavy lifting of 
door-to-door verification—are 
shielded from any undue ad-
ministrative harassment or 
operational inconvenience by 
their parent departments or 
supervisory personnel.

Folk dance boosts Jayanagar voters list revision drive

SIR-2026 awareness 
walkathon held on M.G. Road
CH NEWS, BENGALURU 

 
Municipal authorities in the 
tech capital have continued 
their aggressive public out-
reach campaign, taking their 
message directly to busy pub-
lic promenades to boost civic 
participation in ongoing elec-
toral updates. Following ear-
lier mobilization efforts, se-
nior election administrators 
hit the pavement on Sunday 
to remind residents about crit-
ical democratic responsibili-
ties.

Jagadish G., Additional 
District Election Officer for 
Bengaluru Central and Com-
missioner of the Bengaluru 
Central City Corporation, 
spearheaded a high-visibility 
awareness walkathon along 
the iconic Mahatma Gandhi 
Road. The morning proces-
sion was specifically designed 
to catch the attention of week-
end shoppers, local workers, 
and young adults, promoting 
active engagement in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of the 
Electoral Roll, known as SIR-
2026.

Addressing gathered citi-
zens during the march, the 
commissioner emphasized the 
foundational importance of 
democratic participation. 

He urged all eligible resi-
dents and first-time voters 
who recently attained the age 
of eighteen to verify their per-
sonal details immediately, en-
sure their names appear cor-
rectly on electoral registries, 
and utilize the ongoing week-
end registration window to 

submit necessary inclusion 
forms.

A large contingent of senior 
municipal officials and ad-
ministrative personnel joined 
the commissioner on the 
walk.

Strengthening 
grassroots democracy
• �Administrative Backing: Field 

revenue teams, election tahsildars, 
and assistant revenue officers joined 
hands to distribute informative ma-
terial to onlookers and commuters.

• �Public Readiness: Authorities 
continue reminding citizens across 
central wards to utilize local facilita-
tion centers to secure their voting 
rights before upcoming administra-
tive deadlines.

• �Mass Mobilization: Top civic 
brass—including Additional Commis-
sioners Venkatachalapathi R. and 
Lakshmamma, alongside joint com-
missioners and health officers—
walked down M.G. Road to engage 
citizens directly.

• �Core Appeal: Officials urged every 
eligible resident to verify their enroll-
ment status, clear up draft roll dis-
crepancies, and make full use of the 
ongoing registration push.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
 

Municipal authorities in the 
southern tech hub have 
launched creative public en-
gagement strategies to drive 
voter turnout during the ongo-
ing electoral roll update. 
Combining traditional cultur-
al heritage with urgent civic 
messaging, election officials 
took directly to the commer-
cial center of Jayanagar to 
remind residents about critical 
democratic deadlines.

K.N. Ramesh, Additional 
District Election Officer and 
Commissioner of the Bengal-
uru South City Corporation, 
spearheaded a high-visibility 
awareness campaign outside 
the iconic Jayanagar Shop-
ping Complex. To capture the 
attention of weekend shop-
pers, local merchants, and 
passing commuters, adminis-
trators organized a vibrant 

cultural procession featuring 
energetic troupes performing 
Dollu Kunitha, a traditional 
drum-heavy folk dance native 
to Karnataka. The rhythmic 
performances successfully 
drew large crowds, allowing 
election workers to distribute 
informational pamphlets em-
phasizing that voting is both a 
fundamental constitutional 
right and an essential civic 
duty.

Addressing gathered resi-
dents, the additional district 
election officer urged all eli-
gible individuals, particularly 
young adults who recently 
turned eighteen, to verify 
their personal details immedi-
ately. Officials stressed that 
any citizen discovering their 
name is missing from the 
published draft electoral roll 
should secure and submit 
Form 6 applications directly 
to polling station personnel 

alongside valid supporting 
documents proving age, citi-
zenship, and ordinary resi-
dence.

Providing an update on ad-
ministrative progress, election 
data revealed that a total of 
10,86,756 electors were re-
corded in the draft rolls pub-
lished on August 24 across 
the southern district jurisdic-

tion. Out of this total, admin-
istrative audits flagged dis-
crepancies or incomplete in-
formation, prompting the 
generation of 4,18,109 formal 
verification notices. To date, 
hearings for 98,720 notices—
representing 23.61% of total 
discrepancies—have been 
successfully processed and 
resolved.

Bengaluru 
endures cable 
chaos as GBA 

rules stall
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Dangerous, low-hanging op-
tical fibre cables continue to 
plague commuters and pedes-
trians across Bengaluru, as 
new regulatory bylaws de-
signed to crack down on un-
authorized utility wires re-
main delayed at the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority.

Ground inspection across 
major thoroughfares—includ-
ing Hosur Road, Mysore 
Road, Indiranagar 100 Feet 
Road, Brigade Road, Banner-
ghatta Road, and Koramanga-
la 80 Feet Road—revealed 
widespread hazards. Tangled 
bundles wrapped around 
trees, snapped lines dangling 
dangerously, and stray cables 
littering pathways make walk-
ing hazardous. In busy educa-
tional and commercial zones 
like Koramangala's JNC 
Road, students and shoppers 
struggle to navigate pathways 
cluttered with wires and cha-
otic parking.

Urban experts note that 
blocked footpaths severely 
disrupt first- and last-mile 
public transport access, forc-
ing more private vehicles onto 
crowded streets and worsen-
ing overall traffic congestion. 
While historical data indicates 
that aggregators laid over 
15,000 kilometres of cables 
across city limits between 
2012 and 2025, enforcement 
has lagged.

Progress on draft  
roll hearings

Providing data on the ongoing veri-
fication process in Bengaluru 

South, officials noted that out of 
10,86,756 electors published in the 
August draft, notices were generat-
ed for 4,18,109 cases involving data 

discrepancies. Authorities con-
firmed that hearings for 98,720 no-
tices—about 23.61%—have already 
been successfully completed, with 
the remainder scheduled to wrap 

up over the next two weeks. 
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Members should repay loans with same enthusiasm: Swamiji
GUMMASANDRA

 
Dr. Chandrashekhara Swami-
ji, head of Sri Rudramunesh-
wara Matha, said members 
should show the same enthu-
siasm while repaying loans as 
they do when borrowing 
them.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the 21st Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Veerashai-
va Credit Co-operative Soci-
ety for 2025-26, held at the 
SBS School premises in NJS 
Layout. He said cooperative 
societies, banks and other fi-
nancial institutions provide 
valuable support to people 
during difficult times. 

However, mistakes by a 
single member can create dif-
ficulties for the entire institu-
tion. General meetings pro-
vide an important opportunity 
for members to participate in 
discussions, identify short-
comings and find solutions. 
He appreciated S.C.B. Shivar-
udraiah for successfully man-
aging the society and the 
Veerashaiva Mahasabha for 
21 years.

Society president S.C.B. 
Shivarudraiah said the institu-
tion recorded a profit of Rs. 
8.24 lakh during the year. He 
said members could avail 
themselves of gold loans, sav-
ings accounts, recurring de-

posits and vehicle loans and 
urged them to conduct more 
transactions through the soci-
ety. He said increased partici-
pation could help the institu-
tion attain bank status and 
enable members to obtain 
voting rights.

Shivarudraiah said around 
30,000 members of the Veer-
ashaiva community live in the 
taluk and the society could 
become a model for the state 
if they actively used its ser-
vices. He noted that several 
cooperative societies estab-
lished in the past had closed 
due to mismanagement and 
corruption, while their institu-
tion had remained profitable 

for 21 years. He assured 
members that their deposited 
money was being safeguarded 
and that the management 
would take full responsibility 
for members’ funds.

He also urged parents to 
teach children good values, 

culture and traditions and en-
sure they receive quality edu-
cation. He said better educa-
tion could help students se-
cure government medical 
seats and build successful 
careers, reducing the financial 
burden on families.

STRESSED EQUAL ENTHUSIASM

Miscreants
 deface Muneshwara 

Swamy idol

Teacher dies
 after fall from SP 

office

Mandya prison 
undertrial case filed 

against ten

Modi’s Projects 
Improving People’s 

Lives: Bommai

Mandya
An incident of vandalism 

at the Muneshwara 
Swamy Temple in Belagola 

village of Srirangapatna 
taluk has sparked outrage 

among local residents. 
Miscreants allegedly de-

faced the face of the 
Muneshwara Swamy idol 
late at night at the temple 

located on Majjigepura 
Road. The incident came 
to light after villagers no-
ticed the damage and in-

formed the authorities. 
Residents condemned the 
act and demanded the im-
mediate arrest of those re-

sponsible for damaging 
the idol at the sacred site. 
Police from the KRS sta-

tion visited the temple, in-
spected the spot and be-
gan an investigation. Offi-

cials are examining the cir-
cumstances surrounding 

the incident and efforts are 
underway to identify the 

accused.

Ramanagara
A 49-year-old physical ed-

ucation teacher, 
Shashidhar, died after al-

legedly falling from the 
third floor of the Bengaluru 
South District SP office on 
Sunday. He had been ar-

rested in connection with a 
POCSO case involving al-
legations of sexual abuse 
of schoolchildren. Police 
had registered an FIR at 

the Ramanagara Women’s 
Police Station. After ques-
tioning and a medical ex-

amination, Shashidhar was 
taken to the SP office for 

fingerprint registration. He 
reportedly fell while police 
personnel were preparing 
to collect his fingerprints 

and died while being taken 
to hospital. His family al-

leged he was under severe 
pressure and claimed the 

accusations were false. 
Police are investigating the 
circumstances surrounding 

his death.

Mandya 
Upa-Lokayukta Justice B. 
Veerappa has registered a 
suo motu case against 10 
government employees 
over allegations that an 
undertrial prisoner re-

ceived preferential treat-
ment at MIMS Hospital. 

The case concerns Sriran-
gapatna ADLR and under-
trial prisoner Mohammad 

Hussain, who was alleged-
ly given special facilities at 
the hospital. Those named 
include MIMS Medical Su-
perintendent Dr. Shivaku-
mar G, Medical Officer Dr. 

Amar Deep, former District 
Prison Superintendent M. 

Shanthamma, jail wardens 
and several DAR police 
personnel. The matter 

came to light during a sur-
prise inspection of the 
hospital prison ward, 

where a woman was re-
portedly found with Hus-

sain. Following the allega-
tions, Shanthamma was 

transferred to Ballari Cen-
tral Prison. Police have 

also been directed to sub-
mit a detailed report.

Haveri
Former Chief Minister and MP 

Basavaraj Bommai said 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s ambitious projects are 
significantly improving peo-

ple’s lives. Inaugurating a new 
Ayushman Health Centre at 

Chikkalingadahalli village, he 
said Ayushman Bharat has 

strengthened healthcare ac-
cess, particularly in rural are-
as, and helped address major 
healthcare challenges across 

the country.

17.5 TMC Tunga water lift 
planned by November

Cheluvarayaswamy stated that hurdles like Forest Department clearances and 
electricity issues, which delayed lifting water from the Tunga, have been resolved.
CHITRADURGA

 
Water Resources Minister N. 
Cheluvarayaswamy said the 
government has resolved to 
lift 17.5 TMC of water from 
the Tunga River by the end of 
November, which he said 
would provide a permanent 
solution to the Bhadra Upper 
Bank Project.

The minister inspected 
tanks receiving water on a tri-
al basis through the Chitradu-
rga branch canal of the 
Bhadra Upper Bank Project in 
Adiralu and Koverahatti areas 
of Hiriyur taluk on Sunday. 
After performing Ganga Puja 
and offering Bagina to Bhadra 
water near a tank in Adiralu 
village, he spoke to the media 
and the public.

Cheluvarayaswamy said 
hurdles, including Forest De-
partment clearances and elec-
tricity-related issues, which 
had delayed the lifting of wa-
ter from the Tunga, had been 
addressed. 

He said the state govern-
ment remained committed to 
completing the project despite 
financial and other challeng-
es. Pending payments to con-
tractors had been cleared, 
helping accelerate the work. 
He said Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar had personally 
intervened to resolve issues 

affecting the project.
The minister said receiving 

17.5 TMC of water from the 
Tunga would facilitate water 
supply to Chitradurga, Chik-
kamagaluru, Tumakuru and 
Davanagere districts. He also 
said the government planned 
to complete the Mekedatu, 
Yettinahole and Bhadra Upper 
Bank projects during its ten-
ure. Water from the Bhadra 
project would be supplied to 
Pavagada, Sira and Chik-
kanayakanahalli taluks, while 
Yettinahole water would be 
supplied to Kolar, he said.

Cheluvarayaswamy ap-
pealed to farmers and the pub-
lic to cooperate with the proj-
ect. He said the Chief Minister 
had ordered the release of 3 
TMC of Bhadra water into the 
Chitradurga branch canal on a 
trial basis despite opposition 
from farmers in other districts. 
He urged people not to engage 
in clashes or damage govern-
ment property and to allow the 

district administration and po-
lice to manage the situation.

The minister also said the 
Chief Minister had agreed to 
provide Rs. 500 crore for de-
velopment works in Hiriyur 
taluk. A major public pro-
gramme would be held in Hiri-
yur on September 24 to launch 
development projects. The 
first phase of tanks receiving 
water through gravity flow is 
currently being filled, while 
plans would be prepared to 
supply water to other tanks 
through canals.

Minister for Scheduled 
Tribes Welfare and District In-
charge Minister T. Raghumur-
thy said that 0.6 TMC of wa-
ter had reached the area in 13 
days since the trial release 
began, with another 2.4 TMC 
expected. He assured farmers 
that 32 tanks in Hiriyur taluk 
would receive water. He said 
the project required another 
Rs. 4,600 crore, while work 
worth Rs. 12,500 crore had 

been completed out of the es-
timated Rs. 21,500 crore cost.

Raghumurthy condemned 
incidents of canal damage and 
warned that strict legal action 
would be taken against those 
who vandalise government 
property.

Visvesvaraya Water Corpo-
ration Managing Director 
H.C. Ramendra, District 
Guarantee Schemes Authority 
Chairman R. Sivanna Gan-
jigatte, Deputy Chairman 
D.N. Mailarappa, Deputy 
Commissioner S. Ramya, Su-
perintendent of Police Ran-
jath Kumar Bandaru and other 
officials and public represen-
tatives were present.

At a glance
•  �Bhadra water supplies 

multiple districts.

•  �Government plans major 
irrigation projects comple-
tion.

•  �Bhadra trial release 
sparks farmer opposition.

•  �Public urged to avoid 
property damage.

•  �Hiriyur receives funds for 
development works.

•  ��First phase tank filling 
underway.

MLA Harish Gowda 
calls for health, 

cleanliness drives
HUNSUR

 
Hunsur MLA G.D. Harish 
Gowda has directed officials 
to conduct special awareness 
campaigns on health and 
cleanliness across all villages 
in the taluk and integrate such 
activities with National Ser-
vice Scheme (NSS) camps 
conducted by colleges.

Speaking at the Hunsur 
Taluk Health Committee 
meeting, Gowda said teams 
comprising Health Depart-
ment officials, ASHA work-
ers, Anganwadi workers, 
teachers and college NSS 
students should be formed to 
conduct cleanliness drives 
and create awareness among 
villagers.

He directed officials to 
prepare a list of colleges or-
ganising NSS camps and co-
ordinate with the Block Ed-
ucation Officer, college prin-
cipals and Health Depart-
ment officials. He also 
stressed that at least one 
doctor should visit every 
NSS camp to educate stu-
dents and villagers about 
common health problems. 
Doctors should explain the 
causes of diseases and pre-
ventive measures in simple 
language so that people can 
understand and follow them.

Gowda also instructed of-
ficials to organise a special 
cleanliness campaign across 
Hunsur taluk on Gandhi 
Jayanti. He said the pro-

gramme should be conduct-
ed simultaneously in all vil-
lages instead of restricting it 
to one or two locations.  

People should be encour-
aged to hand over household 
waste at designated collec-
tion points rather than dump-
ing it in public places. Pa-
tients and their attendants 
visiting government hospi-
tals should also be educated 
about cleanliness.

He called upon PDOs, Vil-
lage Administrative Officers, 
Anganwadi workers, ASHA 
workers and other govern-
ment employees to actively 
participate in the campaign. 
He said collective participa-
tion was necessary to create 
lasting awareness about san-
itation and public health.

The MLA further instruct-
ed officials to personally in-
spect hospitals across the 
taluk and assess their infra-
structure, repair and other 
requirements. A priority list 
should be prepared based on 
field inspections, with essen-
tial development works tak-
en up in phases.

Taluk Health Officer Dr. 
Giridas, Executive Officer 
K. Hongayya, City Munici-
pal Commissioner Manasa, 
Public Hospital Administra-
tor Dr. Shivashankar, Health 
Department AEE Nagaraj, 
Taluk Health Education Of-
ficer Rajeshwari, Chandre-
gowda and other officials at-
tended the meeting.

 ‘Women’s empowerment key to 
prosperous society’

MAGADI
 

Former Municipal Council 
President Shivarudramma Vi-
jay Kumar said that building 
a prosperous and progressive 
society is possible only 
through the empowerment of 
women. She was speaking 
after inaugurating a women’s 
interaction programme or-
ganised by the taluk unit of 
the Sri Kshetra Dharmasthala 
Rural Development Project 
at the Siddarooda Ashram 
community hall.

She said women are mak-
ing significant contributions 
in educational, economic and 
social fields. When women 
move forward in all these ar-
eas, genuine development of 
the country and society be-
comes possible. Women to-
day are not limited to house-
hold responsibilities and are 
making their mark in admin-
istration, politics, education, 
entrepreneurship and science. 
Successful women have 
shown that with proper edu-
cation, opportunities and 
freedom, women can over-

come major challenges and 
achieve their goals.

She noted that the govern-
ment has introduced several 
schemes aimed at women's 
welfare and self-reliance. 
Women should remain aware 
of their legal rights, financial 
assistance and government 
benefits. Self-help groups 
and Stree Shakti groups have 
played an important role in 
strengthening women's eco-
nomic independence. 

Parents should give priori-
ty to the education of girls 
and encourage them to pur-
sue their ambitions. Gender 
discrimination and exploita-
tion of women must be elim-
inated, she said, adding that 
the culture of supporting 
women should begin within 
every household. She also 
urged women to develop 
leadership qualities and face 
challenges with confidence 
and courage.

Dharmasthala Project Dis-
trict Director Jayakar Shetty 
said women play a crucial 
role in the development of 
families and society. He said 

that under the guidance of 
Dr. D. Veerendra Heggade 
and the leadership of Ma-
trushree Hemavathi V. Heg-
gade, the Jnana Vikasa pro-
gramme is creating aware-
ness among women on nutri-
tion, education, self-employ-
ment, legal rights and gov-
ernment schemes.

Magadi Police Inspector 
Srinivas said the Dhar-
masthala organisation has 
created a valuable platform 
for women's economic and 
social empowerment. He 
cautioned women against cy-
bercrime and advised them 
not to fall for attractive offers 
or requests from unknown 
persons. In emergencies, 
women should immediately 
call the police helpline num-
ber 112 for assistance and 
protection.

Taluk Planning Officer An-
nappa S.N., Jnana Vikasa Co-
ordinator Neelamma, Muni 
Krishna, taluk service repre-
sentatives and hundreds of 
women members of Dhar-
masthala self-help groups 
attended the programme.

Kothur Manjunath 
alleges irregularities in 

Mines Department
KOLAR

 
MLA Kothur Manjunath al-
leged irregularities in the 
Mines Department and ac-
cused officials of favouritism 
in the allocation of crusher 
licences. He made the allega-
tions while speaking at a 
hobli-level Praja Seva Abhi-
yana held at Vakkaleri village 
in Kolar taluk on Saturday.

Manjunath alleged that 
crusher licences were being 
allotted to relatives of offi-
cials and other influential 
persons on the basis of caste. 
He said the department 
should be made accountable 
and warned that negligence 
in providing government ser-
vices would not be tolerated. 
He also cautioned PDOs, 
Revenue Inspectors, Pancha-
yat Secretaries and other of-
ficials that they would be 
held responsible if eligible 
people were denied benefits 
or faced unnecessary difficul-
ties.

The MLA directed officials 
to report shortages of infra-
structure and food facilities 
in government schools, hos-
pitals and hostels to the gov-
ernment instead of conceal-
ing such problems. Regard-
ing farmers seeking assis-
tance for borewells, he said 
the government had sanc-
tioned Rs. 5 lakh and in-
structed officials to submit a 
report if the amount was in-
sufficient, so that additional 
assistance could be consid-
ered.

Manjunath also issued di-

rections on healthcare ser-
vices. If required treatment 
was unavailable at Vakkaleri 
Hospital, patients should be 
referred to SNR District Hos-
pital in Kolar. If necessary 
facilities were unavailable 
there, hospital authorities 
should arrange an ambulance 
and shift patients to Bengal-
uru, he said.

He urged people to use the 
Praja Seva platform to re-
solve issues concerning ra-
tion cards, Aadhaar, voter 
identity cards, land records, 
roads and burial grounds in-
stead of repeatedly visiting 
government offices. He an-
nounced that the next Praja 
Seva Andolana would be 
held at Narasapura following 
programmes at Vemagal and 
Vakkaleri.

MLC M.L. Anil Kumar 
said the Praja Seva Depart-
ment was established to take 
administration closer to peo-
ple. Deputy Commissioner 
M.R. Ravikumar said pen-
sion benefits had been re-
stored for 904 beneficiaries 
through the campaign. Dedi-
cated counters were also ar-
ranged to address revenue-re-
lated issues, including gov-
ernment land encroachments, 
land subdivision and correc-
tions in land records.

District Guarantee Com-
mittee Chairman Y. Shivaku-
mar, Assistant Commissioner 
Jambagi Renukaprasad Dilip, 
Tahsildar Srinivas and other 
district and taluk-level offi-
cials  at tended the pro-
gramme.

Nudi Bharati 
cooperative 

society holds 
annual meeting

MANDYA
 

The sixth annual general 
meeting of the Nudi Bharati 
Souharda Cooperative Soci-
ety was held at the Nudi 
Bharati auditorium in the 
city.

Inaugurating the meeting, 
B.T. Gururaj, president of the 
District Souharda Coopera-
tive Societies Federation, 
said the cooperation of all 
members was essential for 
the growth and development 
of the society. He advised 
members who borrow loans 
to make repayments on time, 
noting that timely repayment 
would help them access fresh 
loans when required in the 
future.

A.L. Basavegowda, presi-
dent of the Nudi Bharati Sou-
harda Cooperative Society, 
said members should remem-
ber that the society exists be-
cause of their participation 
and support. He observed 
that office-bearers may hold 
positions, but the continued 
functioning and progress of 
the society ultimately depend 
on its members. He urged 
members to make use of the 
various facilities and benefits 
offered by the society and 
work towards improving 
their financial well-being.

During the meeting, mem-
bers who had availed them-
selves of loans and repaid 
them within the stipulated 
period were felicitated for 
their timely repayment. Chil-
dren of society members who 
secured high marks in the 
SSLC and PUC examinations 
were also honoured with 
merit awards.

The programme highlight-
ed the importance of respon-
sible borrowing, timely loan 
repayment and active partic-
ipat ion by members in 
strengthening cooperative 
institutions. Speakers also 
encouraged members to 
make effective use of the ser-
vices available through the 
society.

Congress District Unit 
President Kumara Koppa, 
District Souharda Coopera-
tive Societies Federation 
Vice-President Siddalingaiah, 
Chief Guest and Cooperative 
Development Officer Balara-
mu, Society CEO Ranjith 
Kumar, Pigmy agents U.S. 
Sudhir and Shivaraju, and 
Bhairava Souharda Coopera-
tive Society President Ven-
katesh attended the meeting.

Former MLA urges swift action to capture tiger
HUNSUR

 
Former MLA H.P. Manjunath 
visited Koodluru village near 
Thattekere on Friday and met 
farmers and dairy owners 
who have been protesting 
since Thursday, demanding 
the immediate capture of a 
tiger that allegedly killed a 
cow.

The protest began after a 
tiger attacked and killed a 

cow belonging to farmer Re-
vanna of Koodluru. Angry 
villagers reportedly confined 
Forest Department officials, 
including ACF Kiran Kumar 
and RFO Santhosh Hoogar. 
The protesters continued their 
agitation overnight, preparing 
and eating meals at the pro-
test site while demanding ac-
tion against the tiger.

Manjunath visited the site 
on Friday afternoon and in-

spected the location where 
the cow was killed. 

He spoke to Forest Depart-
ment officials and gathered 
information about the ongo-
ing efforts to trace and cap-
ture the tiger. 

He later spoke over the 
phone with Forest Minister 
Ramalinga Reddy and senior 
department officials, drawing 
their attention to repeated 
livestock attacks in the area.
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Raichur DJ noise row triggers Ganeshotsav controversy
RAICHUR

 
A controversy has erupted in 
Raichur after a father staged 
a protest outside the Deputy 
Commissioner’s (DC) resi-
dence, alleging that his three-
year-old daughter fell ill due 
to excessive DJ noise. The 
incident has led to a war of 
words between the district 
administration, police person-
nel and Shiv Sena leaders 
over the enforcement of noise 
restrictions during Ganeshot-
sav.

Jaibhim Vallabha, a resi-
dent of Gol Market and Raic-
hur district BSP president, 
reportedly staged a sit-in out-

side the DC’s residence while 
carrying his daughter. He al-
leged that loud DJ music be-
ing played at night had af-
fected the child’s health and 
accused the police of failing 
to prevent violations of pre-
scribed noise limits. A heated 
exchange reportedly took 
place between Vallabha and 
police personnel who reached 
the spot. A video of the inci-
dent later went viral.

Following the incident, 
Raichur Deputy Commission-
er N.M. Poovitha wrote to the 
Superintendent of Police, ex-
pressing concern over the al-
leged failure of local police 
to prevent unauthorised use 

of DJ systems. The DC re-
portedly directed that imme-
diate action be taken against 
violations and stated that sta-
tion house officers and other 
responsible police personnel 
could be held accountable if 
untoward incidents occur be-

cause of DJ sound systems.
The letter has reportedly 

caused resentment among 
sections of the police depart-
ment, with personnel ques-
tioning whether clear instruc-
tions and guidelines should 
have been issued earlier. 
They have argued that en-
forcement responsibilities 
need to be clearly defined to 
avoid confusion and ensure 
uniform implementation of 
noise regulations.

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena 
State General Secretary Gan-
gadhar Kulkarni criticised the 
district administration, alleg-
ing that noise pollution oc-
curs throughout the year but 

restrictions are being en-
forced particularly during 
Ganeshotsav. He questioned 
why police officers were be-
ing held responsible and de-
manded that authorities iden-
tify areas where prescribed 
decibel limits are being vio-
lated.

Kulkarni said Ganeshotsav 
is a festival involving the 
wider community and alleged 
that singling it out for action 
was unfair. He said the Shiv 
Sena would support strict en-
forcement of noise regula-
tions throughout the year but 
warned that selective en-
forcement during the festival 
could lead to agitation.

VIDEO WENT VIRAL

Driver, child
 rescued after car falls 

into river

Sringeri bandh called 
over Kasturirangan 

report concerns

2 KMC Hospital staff 
suspended over 

extortion

Son Kills
 Father in Drunken 

Rage

Udupi 
A car accidentally fell into 

a river near Kodavoor in 
Udupi district, creating 
panic among local resi-
dents and prompting a 

rescue operation. The driv-
er and a child travelling in 

the vehicle were safely res-
cued following the inci-

dent. Local residents and 
others reportedly rushed to 
the spot after noticing the 
vehicle in the river and as-
sisted in the rescue efforts. 

The circumstances that 
led to the car falling into 

the water are yet to be as-
certained. The rescued 

driver and child were 
brought to safety, while 
further details regarding 

their condition were await-
ed. Authorities are expect-
ed to gather more informa-

tion as the investigation 
into the incident continues.

Chikkamagaluru
Various organisations, in-
cluding farmers’ groups 

and the Sringeri Constitu-
ency Farmers’ Union, have 
called for a bandh in Srin-
geri on Monday, Septem-
ber 21, over concerns re-

garding the implementa-
tion of the Kasturirangan 

Report in the Western 
Ghats. The shutdown 

comes ahead of the three-
day special session of the 

Karnataka Legislature, 
which begins on Septem-

ber 21. The Central Govern-
ment’s draft notification 
on implementing recom-

mendations related to the 
Western Ghats is expected 
to be discussed during the 
session. Residents of the 
Malnad region have ex-

pressed concerns over the 
possible impact of the re-
port. Despite assurances 

from Chief Minister Siddar-
amaiah, organisations 

have urged people to sup-
port the bandh. Sringeri is 
expected to remain shut 

from 6 am to 6 pm on 
Monday.

Hubballi
The KIMS administration 

has suspended two 
Group-D employees, Man-
jula and Sunanda, follow-
ing allegations of collect-
ing money from visitors at 

the KMC Hospital materni-
ty ward. The action comes 
after complaints that the 
employees were allegedly 
demanding money from 

members of the public to 
allow them entry into the 

maternity ward. Visitors re-
portedly alleged that a 

fixed amount was being 
collected for each entry, 

causing public dissatisfac-
tion. on September 18 

highlighted the allegations, 
following which KIMS offi-
cials conducted an inquiry 
into the matter. Based on 
the findings of the inquiry, 
the administration issued 
suspension orders against 
both employees. Further 

action is expected de-
pending on the outcome of 

the investigation into the 
allegations.

Chikkamagaluru
A 29-year-old man al-
legedly hacked his fa-
ther to death at Vadd-

aradibba village in Tarik-
ere taluk.

 Police said Ganesh at-
tacked his father, Tham-
maiah, 59, on the neck 
with a machete while 
intoxicated. The ac-

cused reportedly feared 
being thrown out after 

his father planned to re-
unite with his estranged 

second wife.

H.K. Patil sets deadline 
for drought declaration
Patil stated that officials, led by the district in-charge minister, held 

discussions and assessed the situation's severity
GADAG

 
Gadag MLA H.K. Patil has 
warned that he will resign 
from his Assembly seat if 
Gadag taluk is not declared 
drought-hit by October 10, 
amid growing protests by 
farmers over the rainfall defi-
cit and crop losses.

Farmers recently blocked 
the state highway connecting 
Karwar-Kaiga  and  the 
Gadag-Ilkal route, demanding 
immediate drought-hit status 
for Gadag taluk. Patil visited 
the protest site and expressed 
concern over the delay in tak-
ing a decision despite assess-
ments of drought conditions 
and the Chief Minister’s visit 
to the affected areas.

Patil said officials had held 
discussions under the leader-
ship of the district in-charge 

minister and had assessed the 
severity of the situation. He 
noted that the Chief Minister 
had also inspected crops from 
Kadampur to Kurtakoti. De-
spite these steps, he ques-
tioned why Gadag taluk had 
not been included in the 
drought-hit list.

According to Patil, Gadag 
taluk has recorded a 49 per 
cent rainfall deficit, causing 
difficulties for farmers. He 
said the government should 
take immediate action instead 

of delaying the declaration. 
Patil, who said he comes 
from a farming family, stated 
that he understood the diffi-
culties being faced by farm-
ers.

Addressing the farmers, Pa-
til said he would make efforts 
at the government level to 
secure the drought-hit decla-
ration within three days, by 
October 2. 

If the decision was not tak-
en, he said he would issue an 
ultimatum through the legis-
lature, giving the government 
until October 10. 

He added that he would re-
sign as MLA if the declara-
tion was still not made by the 
deadline.

27 of the 73 taluks in 
North Karnataka had 

been left out of the drought 
list and demanded that all the 
affected taluks be considered. 
He urged the government not 
to politicise the issue and said 
he would continue to raise the 
concerns of farmers until 
appropriate drought-relief 
measures were taken.

-H.K. Patil, MLA

MLA Patil threatens 
resignation over drought

MLA Patil stated that 
Gadag taluk faced a 49 
percent rainfall deficit, 
burdening farmers. He 

vowed to push for a 
drought declaration by 
October 2, issuing an 

ultimatum until October 
10 and threatening resig-

nation if unmet.

Worn-out buses 
raise safety 

concerns in Gadag
Malingaraya Pujar 
CH NEWS,

 
Passengers travelling in buses 
operated by the North West-
ern Karnataka Road Transport 
Corporation (NWKRTC) 
Gadag division are facing se-
rious difficulties as a large 
number of ageing vehicles 
continue to operate despite 
repeated breakdowns and 
technical problems.

The Gadag division has 
eight bus depots, from which 
around 564 of the 600 sched-
uled buses are reportedly op-
erated daily. However, more 
than half of the buses are said 
to have completed their ser-
vice life. Many vehicles have 
travelled more than 15 lakh 
kilometres and are reportedly 
in poor mechanical condition, 
raising concerns over passen-
ger safety.

Local residents have also 
alleged that old buses that 
have been operating for sev-
eral years in parts of South 
Karnataka and Bengaluru are 
being shifted to depots in 
North Karnataka. They have 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
the continued deployment of 
ageing and technically unreli-
able vehicles in the region, 
calling for equal treatment in 
the allocation of new buses.

The increase in passenger 
numbers following the imple-
mentation of the govern-
ment’s free travel guarantee 
scheme has added to the pres-
sure on the existing fleet. 
With buses frequently carry-
ing heavy passenger loads, 
ageing vehicles are facing 

additional strain. According to 
local reports, around 50 to 
100 buses in the district are 
breaking down every month 
due to various technical is-
sues, including brake failures, 
axle problems and other me-
chanical faults.

Daily commuters, including 
school and college students, 
are reportedly affected by 
these breakdowns, often 
reaching their destinations 
late. Drivers and conductors 
are also facing difficulties 
while operating vehicles that 
frequently develop technical 
problems. Instances of brake 
failure while buses are in mo-
tion have raised particular 
concern, with drivers some-
times managing to avoid seri-
ous accidents through quick 
action.

Passengers have urged 
NWKRTC officials and the 
state government to take im-
mediate steps to improve the 
condition of the fleet.

 They have demanded that 
unsafe and excessively old 
buses be withdrawn from ser-
vice and replaced with new 
vehicles.

 They also called for regular 
maintenance and safety in-
spections to ensure safer pub-
lic transport in Gadag district.

MLC IVAN D’SOUZA URGES 
BJP MPS OVER TULU

MANGALURU
 

MLC Ivan D’Souza has urged 
BJP Members of Parliament 
from Karnataka to take up the 
demand for inclusion of Tulu 
in the Eighth Schedule of the 
Constitution with the Union 
government.

D’Souza said the demand 
for constitutional recognition 
of Tulu has been raised at var-
ious levels and requires sus-
tained efforts from elected 
representatives. He appealed 
to BJP MPs to use their posi-
tion in Parliament to press the 
Centre to consider the 
long-standing demand for in-
cluding the language in the 
Eighth Schedule.

The MLC said he had previ-
ously raised the issue in the 
Karnataka Legislative Council 
through a starred question and 
a calling-attention motion ad-
dressed to the then Kannada 
and Culture Minister Umasri. 

He said these interventions 
were intended to draw the 
government’s attention to the 
demand for greater recognition 
and protection of Tulu.

Tulu is widely spoken in 
Karnataka’s coastal districts, 
particularly Dakshina Kannada 
and Udupi, as well as in parts 
of neighbouring Kerala. Sup-
porters of the demand have 
been seeking its inclusion in 
the Eighth Schedule, which 
currently recognises 22 lan-
guages under the Constitution.

D’Souza said political repre-
sentatives should work collec-
tively to advance the issue and 
ensure that the cultural and 
linguistic identity associated 
with Tulu receives due recog-
nition. He also stressed the 
importance of continued pub-
lic and political efforts to take 
the demand forward.

The call comes amid re-
newed discussion in coastal 
Karnataka over the preserva-

tion and promotion of Tulu 
language and culture. Various 
organisations and community 
groups have been seeking 
greater official recognition for 
Tulu and its use in education, 
administration and cultural 
activities.

Highlights
•  �Tulu spoken in coastal 

Karnataka, Kerala.

•  �Demand to include in 
Eighth Schedule.

•  �Constitution currently 
recognizes 22 languag-
es.

•  �Politicians urged to 
advance recognition.

•  �Organizations seek offi-
cial status for education.

•  ��Renewed discussions on 
cultural preservation.

Praja Seva Andolana brings 
government services closer

KARATAGI
 

Karatagi Tahsildar M. Ku-
maraswamy said the Praja 
Seva Andolana has emerged 
as an effective platform for 
citizens to access government 
services quickly and resolve 
their grievances without mak-
ing repeated visits to govern-
ment offices.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over a hobli-level Praja 
Seva Andolana meeting held 
at Amma Maheshwari Kalya-
na Mantapa in Karatagi town 
on Saturday. The programme 
was organised jointly by the 
Citizen Services Department, 
Karatagi Taluk Administra-
tion and the Town Municipal 
Council.

Kumaraswamy said the ini-
tiative launched by the Kar-
nataka government aims to 
bring administration and 
public services closer to peo-
ple's doorsteps. He directed 
officials from various depart-

ments to examine the appli-
cations and grievances sub-
mitted by citizens and take 
appropriate action in accor-
dance with government rules. 
He also stressed the need for 
timely responses to public 
complaints.

He said the Taluk Adminis-
tration was committed to im-
plementing the Praja Seva 
Andolana effectively and en-
suring that the objectives of 
the programme reach people 
at the grassroots level. Offi-
cials were instructed to give 
priority to genuine public 
grievances and take neces-
sary steps to resolve them 

within the prescribed proce-
dures.

To make it easier for citi-
zens to access government 
departments, separate count-
ers were established at the 
entrance of the Kalyana 
Mantapa. 

People submitted applica-
tions and sought assistance 
regarding various govern-
ment services and depart-
mental issues. Officials con-
cerned were available to re-
ceive the applications and 
guide citizens on the required 
procedures.

Karatagi Taluk Panchayat 
Executive Officer Laksh-
midevi Yadav, Town Mu-
nicipal Council Chief Offi-
cer Sabanna Kattekar, Depu-
ty Superintendent of Excise 
Anjaneya, Excise Inspector 
Vithala Piragannana and Ta-
luk Government Employees' 
Association President Hanu-
manthappa Nayaka attended 
the programme.

Clean Ocean, Safe Ocean 
drive held at Karwar

KARWAR
 

A beach cleanliness drive was 
conducted at Rabindranath 
Tagore Beach in Karwar as 
part of the nationwide “Clean 
Ocean, Safe Ocean 2026” 
coastal cleanliness campaign. 
The campaign was organised 
by the National Centre for 
Coastal Research (NCCR), 
Chennai, under the Ministry 
of Earth Sciences, Govern-
ment of India.

The programme was organ-
ised by the Post-Graduate 
Centre of Karnatak Universi-
ty, Karwar, under the coordi-
nation of Professor J.L. Rathod 
of the Marine Biology and 
Coastal Studies Department. 
Teaching and non-teaching 
staff and students of the univer-
sity’s postgraduate centre, per-
sonnel of the Indian Coast 
Guard’s Karwar unit, staff of 
the Science Centre, Karwar, 
students and staff of Govern-
ment Arts and Science College, 
Karwar, postal department em-
ployees and members of the 
Karwar Cycling Club actively 
participated in the drive.

A total of 438.99 kg of beach 

waste and other discarded ma-
terials was collected during the 
cleanliness activity. The waste 
was scientifically segregated 
and more than 3,495 individual 
items belonging to 45 different 
categories were recorded. The 
data collection was carried out 
to understand the nature and 
composition of marine debris 
found along the coast.

Plastic waste accounted for a 
significant portion of the col-
lected material. The waste in-
cluded 72.76 kg of polypropyl-
ene woven bags, 50.75 kg of 
polythene and carry bags, 
33.82 kg of plastic water bot-
tles, 30.74 kg of food packag-
ing materials, 19.47 kg of plas-
tic fragments, 16.40 kg of fish-
ing nets, 11.48 kg of plastic 
cups and 10.25 kg of plastic 
ropes.

Other major waste items in-
cluded 21.72 kg of glass liquor 
bottles, 33.82 kg of footwear 
and flip-flops, 17.22 kg of 
wood waste and 11.20 kg of 
foam and thermocol. The col-
lected waste was properly sort-
ed and handed over to the mu-
nicipality for appropriate dis-
posal.

Puttaraja Gavai 
nurtured many 

artists: 
Shankarananda
Gadag
Revered Puttaraja Gavai 

brought light into the lives of 
many people by nurturing and 
gifting numerous talented art-
ists to the state, said Shanka-
rananda Mahaswamiji of 
Mukkanneshwara Matha in 
Gadag.

He was speaking at a pro-
gramme organised at the 
Gana Gandharva Kala Trust 
premises to mark the 16th 
memorial observance of Pan-
dit Puttaraja Gavai, the third 
anniversary of Nadashree Mu-
sic School and the presentation 
of the Puttaraja Award. Presid-
ing over the programme and 
delivering the benediction, 
Shankarananda Mahaswamiji 
said the mother and teacher 
play important roles in shaping 
a child's personality and char-
acter.

Dr. Basavaraj Ballari, Assis-
tant Director of the District 
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment, inaugurated the pro-
gramme. He appreciated the 
efforts of the Gana Gandharva 
Kala Trust in providing music 
education to children and help-
ing them develop an apprecia-
tion for art and culture. Jaya-
devi Ekavallur, recipient of the 
Sri Guru Puttaraja Puraskara 
in the education category, also 
spoke on the occasion.

Jayadevi Ekavallur said par-
ents have a major influence on 
the development of children's 
personalities. She advised par-
ents to spend at least 30 min-
utes with their children every 
day, avoid arguments in their 
presence and refrain from 
speaking negatively about 
teachers. Chief guest and urol-
ogist Dr. Praveen Dambala 
spoke about the importance of 
body donation and creating 
awareness about the cause.

Bagalkote indecent 
behaviour case 

sparks arrest 
controversy

BAGALKOTE
 

An incident involving alleged 
indecent behaviour toward a 
female student in Navanagar 
has triggered controversy af-
ter two youths who allegedly 
intervened in the incident 
were arrested by police fol-
lowing a complaint from the 
family of the man who was 
assaulted.

The incident reportedly 
took place around 3 pm on 
September 17 in Sector 51 of 
Navanagar. According to the 
complaint and accounts cited 
in the report, a B.Com student 
was returning to her govern-
ment hostel after college 
when Sudeep Nadagouda, 26, 
allegedly exposed himself and 
behaved indecently toward 
her. 

The student subsequently 
sought help from youths in 
the area.
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AT LAST, A VOICE FROM 
WITHIN THE RULING 

PARTY FOR KPSC REFORM

At last, a lone voice has risen from within the ruling party 
calling for the abolition of the Karnataka Public Service 
Commission (KPSC), an institution that has for years 

faced allegations of corruption, nepotism, irregularities and lack 
of transparency.

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Eshwar B. 
Khandre has now urged Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar to 
consider scrapping the KPSC and either restructure the recruit-
ment system on the lines of the Union Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) or entrust the responsibility to the Karnataka Ex-
amination Authority (KEA).

The suggestion is significant because similar demands have 
been raised by members of the Opposition in the past. The gov-
ernment, however, did not appear inclined to act on those sug-
gestions. The fact that a minister from the ruling establishment 
has now openly called for shelving the KPSC should prompt a 
serious examination of the way recruitment to government ser-
vices is conducted in Karnataka.

Khandre said serious allegations had been levelled against the 
KPSC since 1998 and argued that a new system was necessary 
to ensure transparent recruitment. He maintained that the KPSC, 
being an autonomous body, had a responsibility to conduct re-
cruitment to various departments in a transparent manner and 
that the failure to inspire confidence warranted consideration of 
its abolition.

His remarks have come amid the controversy surrounding the 
alleged irregularities in the recruitment of veterinary doctors.

The minister’s proposal to strengthen the KEA deserves par-
ticular attention. The KEA already has experience in conducting 

examinations and recruitment for several government posts. 
Khandre argued that if safeguards were put in place to prevent 
question-paper leaks and ensure transparency in examinations, 
evaluation and even oral interviews, a lasting solution could be 
found.

This is precisely where the government needs to move be-
yond episodic investigations and establish a recruitment mech-
anism that commands public confidence.

For thousands of Karnataka’s aspirants, government exam-
inations are not merely another competitive test. They represent 
years of preparation, financial sacrifice and the hope of securing 
a stable career through merit. Every allegation of a leak, ma-
nipulation, favouritism or procedural irregularity therefore dam-
ages not only the credibility of the particular examination but 
also the faith of an entire generation of job aspirants in the state 
recruitment system.

The government has a responsibility to ensure that candidates 
who have studied hard are not denied a fair opportunity. Re-
cruitment must be demonstrably merit-based, transparent and 
insulated from political or administrative influence.

Khandre’s intervention is welcome because it brings the issue 
from the realm of Opposition criticism into the government’s 
own deliberations. He said several ministers, including himself, 
had already conveyed their views on the matter and expressed 
confidence that Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar and Deputy 
Chief Minister G. Parameshwara would take an appropriate 
decision.

The choice before the government should not be reduced 
merely to whether the KPSC should continue or be abolished. 
The larger question is how Karnataka can create a recruitment 
architecture that is transparent, technologically secure, account-
able and capable of withstanding scrutiny at every stage.

If the KPSC is retained, the government must consider fun-
damental reforms to restore confidence in it. If it is abolished, 
the alternative institution must be given the necessary autono-
my, expertise, manpower and safeguards to prevent the prob-
lems associated with recruitment from simply shifting from one 
agency to another.

The KEA, with its existing examination infrastructure and 
experience, could be strengthened for this purpose. A clearly 
defined system of accountability, secure examination proce-
dures, independent oversight, transparent evaluation and safe-
guards in interviews could provide candidates with greater as-
surance.

Credit is due to Eshwar Khandre for placing this idea before 
the government. His call provides an opportunity to rethink a 
recruitment system that has been under a cloud of controversy 
for years and to build an institution capable of restoring faith 
and trust among Karnataka’s youth.

The government should now treat the issue as an institution-
al reform rather than a political controversy.

MONEY LAUNDERING, THE GAME OF LAUNDERING 
THE PROCEEDS OF CRIME

Money laundering is no 
longer just an eco-
nomic crime; it has 

become a significant financial 
backbone for organized crime, 
corruption, drug trafficking, 
terrorism, and illegal trade. 
Simply put, money laundering 
is the process by which crimi-
nal proceeds are presented as 
legitimate or legally obtained, 
concealing their true source. 
Criminals understand that sim-
ply earning money illegally is 
not enough; it is also neces-
sary to incorporate that money 
into a system that makes it 
difficult to trace its true origin. 
This is why the challenge of 
money laundering in the mod-
ern financial system is becom-
ing increasingly complex.

The process of money laun-
dering is generally understood 
to have three major stages 
placement, layering, and inte-
gration. In the first stage, 
criminal proceeds are intro-
duced into the financial sys-
tem. This is called placement. 
For example, large amounts of 
illicit cash may be deposited in 
separate bank accounts, divid-
ed into smaller amounts for 
transactions, or integrated into 
the financial system through 
cash-based businesses. Crimi-
nals exercise particular caution 
during this stage because it is 
the first contact between illicit 
funds and the financial system.

The second stage is called 

layering. Its purpose is to con-
ceal the true source of funds 
and complicate their path for 
investigating agencies. Multi-
ple bank accounts, companies, 
intermediaries, and financial 
transactions can be used to 
achieve this. Money can be 
transferred from one account 
to another, from one company 
to another, or from one coun-
try to another. Sometimes, 
through paper companies or 
complex business transactions, 
layers of money are created 
that make it difficult to trace 
its original source. While dig-
ital financial systems have 
made transactions easier, the 
rapid movement of money in-
ternationally has created both 
new challenges and opportuni-
ties for criminals.

The third stage is integra-
tion. In this stage, funds are 
reintroduced into the economy 
in a manner that makes them 
appear like legitimate income 
or investments. Criminal pro-
ceeds may be used to purchase 
property, invest in businesses, 
capitalize on companies, or 
engage in other legitimate eco-
nomic activities. Once funds 
become part of legitimate eco-
nomic activities, it can become 
more difficult to identify their 
criminal origins. Thus, crimi-
nal proceeds gradually become 
absorbed into the legitimate 
economy.

The biggest concern about 

money laundering is that it 
serves as a dangerous bridge 
between crime and the econo-
my. If criminal proceeds can 
be easily legalized, criminals 
are encouraged to continue 
their activities. Corruption 
proceeds, drug trafficking, il-
legal mining, fraud, smug-
gling, and organized crime can 
be concealed through money 
laundering. This strengthens 
the economic foundation of 
crime and weakens the rule of 
law.

Money laundering also im-
pacts the credibility of finan-
cial institutions. If banks and 
other financial institutions fail 
to detect and stop the flow of 
illicit funds, the transparency 
of the entire financial system 
is questioned. Furthermore, 
large-scale illicit money flows 
can distort market competi-
tion. Individuals and institu-
tions conducting business hon-
estly may lose out to those 
with access to capital acquired 
through crime. Thus, money 
laundering is not only a law 
and order problem, but also a 
question of economic justice 
and financial stability.

India has developed a com-
prehensive legal and institu-
tional framework to combat 
money laundering. The Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002, is its primary legal 
foundation. This law aims to 
enable the identification, in-

vestigation, attachment, and 
confiscation of proceeds of 
crime, as appropriate. It pro-
vides the basis for action 
against activities that attempt 
to conceal, retain, utilize, or 
otherwise legitimize criminal 
proceeds.

The Enforcement Director-
ate plays a key role in imple-
menting this law. The Enforce-
ment Directorate investigates 
money laundering cases and 
pursues the process of tracing 
and prosecuting criminal as-
sets. Meanwhile, the Financial 
Intelligence Unit, India ana-
lyzes information related to 
suspicious financial transac-
tions. Identifying suspicious 
activities through the analysis 
of information received from 
financial institutions is a cru-
cial part of the anti-money 
laundering system.

Know Your Customer 
(KYC) systems are also a cru-
cial tool for financial institu-
tions in this fight. Monitoring 
customer identification and 
financial activity helps identi-
fy suspicious accounts and 
unusual transactions. Suspi-
cious transaction reporting 
obligations also enhance trans-
parency in the financial sys-
tem. However, simply estab-
lishing rules is not enough. 
The real challenge is ensuring 
that these rules are enforced 
effectively, uniformly, and 
technically competently.

— DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

THE BIOLOGY OF BONE AGING, DEGENERATION, 
MECHANISMS AND REJUVENATION

Bone is often viewed 
simply as the frame-
work that supports the 

body, but it is a living, dy-
namic tissue that constantly 
renews itself. Throughout life, 
old or damaged bone is re-
moved by osteoclasts and new 
bone is produced by osteo-
blasts. With advancing age, 
however, this delicate balance 
gradually becomes disturbed. 
Bone loss, structural deterio-
ration and reduced repair ca-
pacity can ultimately increase 
the risk of osteoporosis and 
fractures. Recent research de-
scribes bone aging not as a 
single process, but as a com-
plex interaction of molecular, 
cellular, tissue and systemic 
changes. 

How bones age
Bone remodeling is essential 
for maintaining skeletal 
strength. In younger individ-
uals, bone formation and re-
sorption remain relatively 
well coordinated. Aging can 
shift this balance toward 
greater resorption and re-
duced formation. Trabecular 
bone may become thinner and 
more disconnected, while cor-
tical bone can become thinner 
and more porous. These struc-
tural changes reduce the abil-
ity of bone to withstand me-
chanical stress, even beyond 
what can be explained by 
bone mineral density alone. 

At the cellular level, several 
populations are affected. Os-
teoblasts become less capable 
of producing new bone, while 
osteoclast activity can be-
come relatively dominant. 
Osteocytes, the long-lived 
cells embedded within bone 
also undergo age-related dys-
function. At the same time, 
skeletal stem and progenitor 
cells may lose regenerative 
potential and show a greater 
tendency toward fat-cell for-

mation rather than bone-form-
ing lineages. 

Oxidative stress and mito-
chondrial dysfunction
One important mechanism of 
bone aging is the accumula-
tion of cellular stress. Excess 
reactive oxygen species can 
damage DNA, proteins and 
cellular  membranes.  In 
bone-forming cells, excessive 
oxidative stress can impair 
differentiation and mineral-
ization while promoting cel-
lular dysfunction.

Mitochondria, the ener-
gy-producing structures of 
cells, also become less effi-
cient with age. Disturbed mi-
tochondrial quality control 
and impaired removal of dam-
aged mitochondria can in-
crease oxidative stress and 
contribute to cellular senes-
cence. These changes can in-
terfere with the high energy 
demands of bone formation 
and repair. 

Cellular senescence:  
when aging cells 
 become harmful
Cellular senescence is another 
important feature of skeletal 
aging. Senescent cells stop 
dividing but do not necessar-
ily disappear. Instead, many 
release inflammatory mole-
cules and other substances 
collectively known as the se-
nescence-associated secretory 
phenotype (SASP).

In an aging bone microen-
vironment, these signals can 
promote inflammation and 
influence neighboring cells. 
Research indicates that senes-
cent cells can impair osteo-
blast function while promot-
ing conditions favorable to 
osteoclast activity. Experi-
mental studies in mice have 
shown that removing senes-
cent cells can reduce age-re-
lated bone loss, highlighting 

cellular senescence as a po-
tential therapeutic target. 

However, translating these 
findings into routine human 
treatment remains challeng-
ing. A 2024 phase 2 clinical 
trial of intermittent dasatinib 
plus quercetin in postmeno-
pausal women did not show a 
significant difference in its 
primary bone-resorption end-
point, illustrating that promis-
ing laboratory findings do not 
automatically become effec-
tive clinical therapies. 

Inflammation, hormones 
and the bone environment

Bone does not age in isola-
tion. Chronic low-grade in-
flammation, changes in im-
mune-cell behavior and alter-
ations in the bone marrow 
environment can influence 
skeletal health. Aging is also 
accompanied by hormonal 
changes. The decline in estro-
gen around menopause, for 
example, can accelerate bone 
resorption, while age-related 
changes in male sex hor-
mones can also affect skeletal 
maintenance. 

Blood vessels and nerves 
within bone are also import-
ant. Bone formation and vas-
cular development are closely 
connected, and age-related 
deterioration of specialized 
blood vessels can reduce sup-
port for bone-forming cells. 
Changes in neural signaling 
may further disturb bone re-
modeling.

Can aging bone be  
rejuvenated?
The concept of bone rejuve-
nation does not necessarily 
mean making old bone bio-
logically identical to young 
bone. Rather, it involves re-
storing some of the mecha-
nisms that maintain healthy 
skeletal remodeling.

Current approaches include 

established antiresorptive 
medicines that reduce exces-
sive bone breakdown and an-
abolic treatments that stimu-
late bone formation. Lifestyle 
measures including adequate 
nutrition, appropriate physical 
activity and avoidance of to-
bacco and excessive alcohol 
also remain important compo-
nents of skeletal health. 

Research is now exploring 
more targeted strategies. 
These include senolytic ther-
apies aimed at senescent cells, 
approaches targeting mito-
chondrial dysfunction and 
defective autophagy, regener-
ative medicine, tissue engi-
neering and gene-based inter-
ventions. Researchers are also 
investigating how mechanical 
stimulation and cellular 
mechanosensing might reju-

venate aged skeletal stem 
cells. A 2026 study reported 
experimental evidence that 
mechanical stimulation can 
influence chromatin remodel-
ing and the behavior of senes-
cent stem cells in aged bone. 

The road ahead
The future of bone-aging re-
search is moving from treat-
ing bone loss as a single dis-
ease toward understanding it 
as a network of interacting 
processes. Genetics, epi-
genetics, inflammation, oxi-
dative stress, cellular senes-
cence, metabolism, vascular 
health and mechanical forces 
all contribute to the aging 

skeleton.
The recently published 

comprehensive review in 
Bone Research emphasizes 
the need for integrated ap-
proaches, including multi-om-
ics maps of bone aging, bone 
organoids, computational 
models and precision thera-
pies directed at specific aging 
pathways. 

Bone aging is therefore not 
simply a matter of “getting 
older.” It is a biological pro-
cess involving the gradual 
loss of cellular coordination 
and regenerative capacity. 
Understanding these mecha-
nisms could eventually allow 
medicine to move beyond 
simply treating fractures and 
osteoporosis toward preserv-
ing skeletal health earlier and 
restoring aspects of bone 
function later in life.

- DR. VIJAY GARG

Bone aging is therefore not 
simply a matter of “getting 
older.” It is a biological process 
involving the gradual loss of 
cellular coordination and 
regenerative capacity.

“Only through a coordinated 
effort of strong laws, efficient 
institutions, a vigilant 
financial system, modern 
technology, transparency, and 
international cooperation can 
India effectively prevent the 
illegal proceeds of crime from 
entering the legitimate 
economy”.

Time to Fix KPSC

The administrative inertia surrounding Karnataka Public Service Commission 
(KPSC) recruitment needs urgent political intervention. For years, thousands 
of aspirants have faced severe delays, opaque evaluation standards, and re-
curring legal hurdles, leaving their careers in limbo. When voices within the 
ruling government finally advocate for internal overhaul, it brings a 
long-overdue ray of hope. Reforming the KPSC is not merely an administra-
tive detail; it is a direct test of governance and institutional integrity. The state 
must implement a fixed, transparent examination calendar, establish stringent 
accountability for paper leaks, and streamline the evaluation process. Public 
trust in state institutions relies heavily on meritocracy. Systemic reforms will 
restore credibility, boost the morale of dedicated job seekers, and ensure that 
Karnataka’s civil services are led by qualified, capable individuals selected 
through a fair process.

 - Vipin

Unlocking Bone Rejuvenation

Bone aging is often viewed as an inevitable decline marked by brittleness and os-
teoporosis. However, recent breakthroughs in cellular biology are shifting this nar-
rative from managing degeneration to actively driving rejuvenation. As we age, the 
delicate balance between bone-building osteoblasts and bone-resorbing osteoclasts 
collapses. Senescent cells accumulate within the bone marrow, triggering inflam-
mation and hindering natural repair mechanisms. Emerging therapies targeting these 
cellular drivers offer immense promise. By clearing senescent cells and stimulating 
stem cell pathways, researchers are laying the groundwork for treatments that restore 
structural integrity rather than merely slowing decay. Prioritizing research funding 
for skeletal longevity is essential. Age-related fractures place an immense strain on 
public healthcare systems and reduce independence for millions. Investing in cel-
lular bone therapies will help translate cutting-edge biology into practical clinical 
solutions, helping aging populations maintain mobility and quality of life.

- Anna

Protect Public Healthcare Services

The growing reliance on private medical infrastructure highlights a troubling 
decline in public healthcare availability. While advanced private facilities offer 
high-quality care, their soaring costs remain completely out of reach for a vast 
majority of citizens. Access to reliable, affordable medical treatment should be a 
fundamental right, not an exclusive privilege. Underfunded public hospitals reg-
ularly grapple with severe overcrowding, chronic shortages of essential medicines, 
and inadequate medical equipment. This dynamic places an intolerable burden on 
low-income families, often driving them into deep financial debt during medical 
emergencies. Governments must prioritize robust funding to upgrade district hos-
pitals, modernise diagnostic equipment, and retain skilled healthcare personnel. 
Strengthening primary health centers ensures early diagnosis and relieves pressure 
on tertiary facilities. Rebuilding robust public health infrastructure is essential to 
creating an equitable society where quality medical care is accessible to all. 

- Ummi

LETTERS TO EDITOR 
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For decades, modern society has glorified hustle culture. 
We wear our exhaustion like a badge of honor, measure 
our personal self-worth by our productivity, and treat re-

lentless work as the ultimate sign of ambition. Society encour-
ages us to sacrifice sleep, hobbies, and personal relationships 
on the altar of professional achievement. However, this relent-
less drive for constant productivity has created a widespread 
mental health crisis, leading to burnout and a profound sense of 
disillusionment across the workforce. 

The root of this problem lies in how society narrowly defines 
success. We are taught to measure achievement through external 
markers: job titles, salary increments, corporate ladder mobili-
ty, and material possessions. This narrow focus creates a per-
petual treadmill where no milestone feels like enough. As soon 
as one goal is achieved, the goalposts immediately move for-
ward, leaving us trapped in a cycle of striving without fulfill-
ment. In this environment, rest is viewed not as a human neces-
sity, but as an unproductive indulgence or a temporary tactic to 
reboot for more work.

This toxic relationship with labor carries severe physical and 
emotional consequences. Chronic workplace stress, anxiety, and 
physical exhaustion are increasingly common across industries. 
Burnout is no longer an isolated experience; it has become an 
endemic feature of corporate life. When work dominates our 
energy, we lose touch with the non-professional dimensions of 
human existence art, nature, leisure, deep relationships, and 
self-discovery. We risk becoming economically efficient work-
ers who are emotionally and spiritually depleted.

Furthermore, the modern shift toward remote and hybrid work 
environments has blurred the boundary between professional 
obligations and personal life. Work now follows us directly into 
our living rooms via smartphones and laptops, making it nearly 
impossible to truly disconnect. The constant pressure to be 
available creates a subtle background state of stress that pre-
vents genuine rest.

It is time for a cultural shift in how we approach work and 
personal well-being. Redefining success means valuing balance, 
mental clarity, physical health, and strong personal relationships 
alongside career accomplishments. Companies must foster 
healthier workplace cultures by respecting boundaries, encour-
aging meaningful time off, and discouraging overtime. On an 
individual level, we must decouple our self-worth from our 
productivity. True success is not about working until exhaustion; 
it is about building a sustainable, meaningful, and well-rounded 
life.

- ALLY GATOR

RETHINKING SUCCESS IN 
AN OVERWORKED CULTURE

Walk through almost any modern city 
today, and you will notice a subtle but 
profound transformation occurring in 

urban life: the steady erosion of non-commercial 
public spaces. Parks, community centers, public 
libraries, and open town squares are increasing-
ly being privatized, neglected, or redeveloped 
into commercial hubs. In our contemporary cit-
ies, almost every square foot of land is expected 
to generate revenue. This decline of free, acces-
sible community space is not merely an archi-
tectural issue; it represents a serious threat to 
social cohesion and civic health.

Sociologists often refer to public spaces as 
“third places”, environments separate from 
home (the first place) and work (the second 
place) where people gather to socialize, rest, and 
engage with their local community. Historically, 
these areas served as democratic equalizers. In 
a public park or library, citizens interact as 
equals regardless of income, status, or back-
ground. When these spaces are replaced by pri-
vate shopping centers, paid cafes, or gated de-
velopments, public life becomes paywalled. 
Access to civic space increasingly depends on 
one’s ability to pay.

This decline severely damages the social fab-
ric of our neighborhoods. When people lose 
shared physical spaces, opportunities for infor-
mal, spontaneous interactions across social and 
economic lines vanish. We become increasingly 
isolated within our economic silos, interacting 
only with people who share our socio-economic 
status. This separation fosters distrust, weakens 
community bonds, and deepens social divides. 
A healthy democracy relies on a shared civic 
reality, and that reality requires physical spaces 
where citizens can coexist and encounter one 
another.

Privatized public spaces also enforce strict 
control over human behavior. Unlike public 

parks, privately owned plazas often ban linger-
ing, public gatherings, or spontaneous artistic 
expressions. Infrastructure is increasingly de-
signed using “defensive architecture” such as 
benches with middle dividers or anti-homeless 
spikes to deter specific groups from occupying 
space. This commercial approach prioritizes 
corporate interests over community life, trans-
forming citizens into mere consumers.

To build livable cities, urban planners and pol-

icymakers must prioritize public investment in 
accessible civic infrastructure. Protecting public 
parks, supporting local libraries, and designing 
pedestrian-friendly streetscapes are essential 
investments in the social well-being of our com-
munities. Reclaiming public space means assert-
ing that urban life should be organized around 
community, human connection, and civic life 
not profit alone.

- ALLAN AUGUSTINE

WHY PUBLIC SPACES ARE 
RAPIDLY DISAPPEARING

In our hyper-connected world, hyper-connectivity is con-
stantly celebrated as humanity’s greatest triumph. We carry 
powerful supercomputers in our pockets, granting us instant 

access to the entire sum of human knowledge and allowing us 
to communicate across oceans in milliseconds. Yet, paradoxi-
cally, as our digital networks expand, our genuine sense of hu-
man connection, inner calm, and mental clarity seems to be 
rapidly diminishing. The price of being constantly reachable is 
a state of perpetual distraction, shallow engagement, and a qui-
et, ambient anxiety that permeates modern existence.

The core issue lies in the design of modern digital plat-
forms. Tech companies engineer social media, messaging 
apps, and notification systems to exploit basic human psy-
chology. Dopamine feedback loops triggered by likes, com-
ments, and push notifications keep us continuously checking 
our screens. This ongoing fragmentation of human attention 
destroys our ability to enter states of deep focus. Deep work, 
meaningful conversation, and sustained contemplation require 
unbroken time and mental quiet. Today, our attention spans 
are routinely shattered into tiny fragments, leaving us feeling 
perpetually overwhelmed and intellectually exhausted.

Furthermore, constant connectivity has effectively erased 
the vital boundary between public activity and private rest. 
Work emails follow us home, group chats demand instant 
replies, and social media creates a relentless pressure to curate 
and broadcast our lives. Solitude, once valued as a sanctuary 
for reflection and emotional regulation is now treated as an 
uncomfortable void to be filled immediately with digital 
noise. We have traded the quiet richness of solitude for the 
shallow stimulation of constant feedback.

 Reclaiming our well-being requires establishing deliberate 
boundaries around technology. We need to cultivate digital 
minimalism using technology with clear intention rather than 
mindless habit. Creating tech-free zones, turning off non-es-
sential notifications, and protecting moments of daily quiet 
are necessary acts of self-care. Technology should serve our 
lives, not consume our humanity.

- -	 - SHARON FAUSTINA J.

THE PRICE OF ENDLESS 
DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY

We are currently witnessing a profoundly quiet revolution unfolding 
right inside our everyday lives. Artificial intelligence is no longer 
just a futuristic concept confined to sci-fi novels or academic 

research labs; it has quietly woven itself into the fundamental fabric of 
human daily life. From the algorithms curating our news feeds and recom-
mending music to software writing code, generating art, and diagnosing 
medical conditions, machine learning tools are performing tasks once 
thought uniquely reserved for human intellect. While this rapid technolog-
ical surge offers undeniable convenience and incredible efficiency, it also 
quietly poses a deeply 
existential question: 
what happens to hu-
man agency when we 
delegate our critical 
thinking, creativity, 
and judgment to lines 
of code?

The convenience 
offered by artificial 
intelligence is unde-
niably intoxicating. 
With a few key-
strokes, an AI assistant can summarize complex legal documents, compose 
a formal email, or craft an essay. Yet, this seamless efficiency comes with 
an invisible, steep cost. As we lean more heavily on automated systems to 
navigate decisions ranging from what news to read to which job candidates 
to interview we risk slowly atrophying our own critical thinking abilities. 
Cognitive convenience can easily turn into intellectual passivity. When 
algorithms pre-determine our preferences, predict our choices, and shape 
our worldview, our capacity for serendipitous discovery, independent anal-
ysis, and nuanced disagreement naturally shrinks.

Moreover, the belief that algorithms are inherently objective neutral ob-
servers is a dangerous illusion. Machine learning models are trained on 
historical human data, which means they inherently absorb, amplify, and 
perpetuate our existing social biases, economic inequalities, and cultural 
prejudices. When automated systems make life-altering decisions about 
mortgage approvals, criminal justice sentencing, or hiring recommenda-
tions, they can subtly freeze historical injustices into systemic rules. Be-
cause these decision-making processes happen inside complex black-box 
code, holding them accountable becomes extraordinarily difficult.

Perhaps most unsettling is the gradual erosion of genuine human connec-
tion. As social interactions are increasingly mediated, optimized, and fil-
tered by engagement algorithms designed to maximize screen time, our 
public discourse has grown increasingly polarized and fragmented. We find 
ourselves trapped in digital echo chambers where nuance is stripped away 
in favor of outrage. 

We do not need to reject technological progress or become modern-day 
Luddites, but we must urgently transition from passive consumers to active, 
critical stewards of technology. Governments must implement robust  
regulatory frameworks to demand transparency in algorithmic deci-
sion-making. 

- YASH RAJ

THE GHOST IN THE 
MACHINE, AI’S QUIET COUP

The global fashion industry has un-
dergone a radical transformation 
over the past three decades. What 

was once a seasonal market centered on 
quality and durability has morphed into 
a high-speed, high-volume industry driv-
en by fast fashion. Clothing brands now 
launch micro-seasons weekly, offering 
hyper-cheap garments designed to be 
worn a few times and discarded. While 
this model democratizes access to cur-
rent trends, it hides a massive environ-
mental and human cost that our planet 
can no longer sustain.

The environmental footprint of fast 
fashion is staggering. The textile industry is one 
of the world’s largest polluters, responsible for 
massive water consumption, toxic chemical run-
off, and significant global carbon emissions. Pro-
ducing a single cotton shirt requires thousands of 
liters of water, often in regions facing severe 
water scarcity. Furthermore, the synthetic mate-
rials dominant in cheap clothing, such as polyes-
ter, are derived from fossil fuels and shed micro-

plastics into our oceans with every wash, enter-
ing the global marine food chain.

Compounding this environmental crisis is the 
sheer volume of textile waste generated every 
year. Because fast fashion garments are cheaply 
constructed from low-quality materials, they are 
difficult to recycle and deteriorate quickly. Mil-
lions of tons of discarded clothing end up in land-
fills or are shipped to developing nations, over-

whelming local waste systems and cre-
ating environmental hazards. We have 
created a disposable clothing culture 
where garments are treated as single-use 
items.

Behind this environmental damage 
lies a human rights concern. To main-
tain extremely low prices and fast turn-
around times, brands frequently exploit 
cheap labor in developing nations. 
Workers predominantly women often 
work long hours in unsafe conditions 
for wages below the living standard, 
lacking basic labor protections. The true 
cost of cheap clothing is passed down to 

vulnerable workers and ecosystems far removed 
from retail storefronts. Addressing this crisis re-
quires systemic reform and a shift in consumer 
habits. Governments must enforce strict environ-
mental regulations on textile manufacturing and 
hold brands accountable for supply chain labor 
standards. 

- KEVIN MARIA RAJ 

FAST FASHION IS DESTROYING OUR PLANET

THE LOST ART  
OF MEANINGFUL 
CONVERSATION

In an era dominated by instant messaging, brief text exchang-
es, and social media comments, the practice of deep, face-
to-face conversation is steadily declining. We exchange 

hundreds of messages daily, broadcast our opinions in short 
posts, and send quick emojis to express complex emotions. Yet, 
despite this high volume of communication, our conversations 
are becoming increasingly shallow and transactional. We are 
exchanging information at incredible speeds, but we are losing 
the art of genuine dialogue.

A meaningful conversation requires patience, vulnerability, 
and active listening qualities that are increasingly rare in our 
fast-paced digital environment. Real dialogue demands that we 
set aside distractions, pay attention to tone and body language, 
and sit comfortably with moments of pause. In digital exchang-
es, communication is edited, curated, and optimized for speed. 
We respond to messages between tasks, react to headline snip-
pets without reading full contexts, and prioritize quick replies 
over thoughtful engagement.

This shift has profoundly impacted our capacity for empathy. 
True empathy is nurtured through deep human interaction, 
where we encounter perspectives different from our own and sit 
with complex, sometimes uncomfortable ideas. When commu-
nication is reduced to short text blurbs or contentious online 
debates, people easily become caricatures rather than individu-
als. It becomes far easier to dismiss, judge, or attack others 
when we communicate through screens rather than eye-to-eye.

Furthermore, the loss of deep conversation contributes to a 
subtle sense of loneliness. Text messages and social media in-
teractions can keep us informed about people’s activities, but 
they rarely satisfy our deeper need for emotional connection. 
Many people feel isolated despite being in constant digital con-
tact, precisely because quick text updates cannot replace the 
warmth and presence of an uninterrupted face-to-face talk.

Reclaiming the art of conversation requires deliberate effort 
in our daily lives. We can start by creating tech-free moments 
during meals, prioritizing in-person catch-ups over endless text 
threads, and practicing active listening without interrupting. 
Engaging in slow, open-ended dialogue allows us to build rich-
er relationships, deepen our empathy, and reconnect with the 
shared human experience.

-ANITHA BABU
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Mahanadi water dispute may see resolution
BHUBANESWAR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai on Sunday 
said the long-standing Maha-
nadi River water dispute be-
tween Chhattisgarh and Odisha 
is likely to be resolved soon 
through dialogue between the 
two states.

Sai, who is on a two-day vis-
it to Odisha, met Odisha Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
at his residence in Bhubanes 
war. The two leaders discussed 
several issues concerning co-
operation and development 
between the neighbouring 
states.

Speaking to reporters after 
arriving in Odisha, Sai said 
there was no reason for the dis-
pute to continue and pointed to 
the BJP governments in Chhat-
tisgarh, Odisha and at the Cen-
tre as an opportunity to settle 
the matter.

He said the chief ministers 
and senior officials of both 
states had recently met in New 
Delhi and agreed that the Cen-
tral Water Commission should 
facilitate a resolution through 
mutual dialogue. The Mahana-
di dispute has remained unre-

solved since 2016. Odisha has 
alleged that construction of 
multiple barrages by Chhattis-
garh reduced downstream water 
flow, affecting agriculture, fish-
eries and power generation. 
Odisha regards the Mahanadi as 
crucial to its economy and live-

lihoods. Sai said several 
long-pending inter-state river 
water disputes were being ad-
dressed through discussions and 
expressed confidence that the 
Mahanadi issue could follow 
the same route. Majhi also spo 
ke positively about the meeting. 
In a post on X, he said the dis-
cussions focused on strengthen-
ing cooperation between Odisha 
and Chhattisgarh and advancing 
their shared commitment to de-
velopment and public welfare.

During his Odisha visit, Sai is 
also scheduled to visit the Ling-
araj Temple in Bhubaneswar 
and the Jagannath Temple in 
Puri.

WATER TALKS

BJP chief Nitin  
Nabin to begin two-

day poll strategy visit JSP announces  
5 candidates for 

Legislative Council polls
LUCKNOW

Bharatiya Janata Party’s Na-
tional President Nitin Nabin 
will lead organisational meet-
ings, public programmes and 
conferences related to election 
preparations in Uttar Pradesh 
during his two-day visit start-
ing on Monday. During his 
visit, Nabin will also visit his-
torical sites and prominent 
temples to seek blessings, re-
flecting the BJP’s continued 
commitment to the values of 
service, dedication and faith. 
On the first day of his visit on 
Monday, the BJP National 
President will arrive in Kran-
tidhara, Meerut and pay floral 
tributes to the immortal mar-
tyrs at the Indian National 
Army Martyrs Memorial and 
Park, a party statement.

CH NEWS, Patna
With political activity  

intensifying ahead of the 
upcoming Bihar Legislative 

Council elections, the  
Jan Suraaj Party (JSP) 

founder Prashant Kishor 
announced candidates 
for five Bihar Legislative 
Council constituencies  

on Sunday. The JSP  
founder and MLA from 

Ban kipur, Prashant  
Kishor, de clared the 

names of five JSP  
candidates who will  

challen ge the incumbent 
MLCs from the BJP and 
RJD in their respective 

constituencies during a 
press conference. 

SRINAGAR

J&K Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (JKPCC) president and 
legislator Tariq Hameed Karra 
on Sunday said the Congress 
will continue to raise people’s 
genuine concerns in the As-
sembly, despite its alliance 
with the ruling National Con-
ference (NC).

Speaking to reporters after 
a meeting of Congress MLAs 
ahead of tomorrow’s legisla-
tive Assembly session, Karra 
clarified that while the party 
is in alliance with the NC, it 
will not refrain from raising 
public issues.

 “We will take up genuine 
concerns and ensure they are 
expedited,” he said. Karra 
emphasised that the Assem-
bly’s purpose is to raise ques-

tions and ensure issues con-
cerning people are addressed 
at the earliest, whether raised 
by ruling party members or 
the opposition.

He added that the Congress 
legislature party meeting was 
held to discuss the upcoming 
session. Asked about recent 
differences with the NC over 
issues including Vande 
Mataram and UPI, Karra said 
the party’s position should be 
viewed in the broader context 
of its alliance.

He argued that the media 
was seeing the issue from a 
narrow perspective. “We took 
that alliance as a principled 
stand, keeping in mind the 
larger picture,” he said, stress-
ing that the alliance would not 
prevent the Congress from 
raising public concerns.

There is 
no 

dispute over 
Mahanadi water... 
this is going to be 
resolved very 
soon.

- Vishnu Deo Sai, 
Chhattisgarh CM

We had a fruitful 
interaction on 

strengthening cooperation 
between Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh and advancing our 
shared commitment towards 
the development and welfare of 
our people. 

- Mohan Charan Majhi, Odisha CM

CHENNAI

DMDK general secretary and 
Vriddhachalam MLA Prema-
latha Vijayakant on Sunday 
urged the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to take urgent action on 
a range of issues, including 
law and order, dengue preven-
tion, farmers’ welfare, elec-
tricity supply and paddy pro-
curement.

Expressing concern over 
the state’s law-and-order situ-
ation, Premalatha referred  
to the double murder in Siva-
ganga and killings reported in 
Madurai and Krishnagiri. She 
called for swift investigations, 
the arrest of those responsible 

and stringent punishment 
through legal proceedings. 
She also urged the govern-
ment to introduce preventive 
measures to curb similar inci-
dents.

Premalatha also sought 
stronger measures against 
dengue and other mosqui-

to-borne diseases. She called 
on local bodies to intensify 
mosquito-control operations 
and asked government hospi-
tals to ensure adequate beds, 
medicines and diagnostic  
facilities. 

Referring to reports of den-
gue infections among Anna 
University students, she 
sought immediate preventive 
measures on the campus.

On farmers’ issues, Prema-
latha highlighted the protest at 
Samayapuram and demanded 
a complete waiver of agricul-
tural loans. 

Referring to the reported 
waiver of Rs 247.15 crore in 
crop loans for 50,779 farmers 

in Tiruchy district, she sought 
similar relief for eligible 
farmers across Tamil Nadu.

She also raised concerns 
involving f ishermen in  
Pattinapakkam, security 
during Vinayaka Chaturthi 
processions and Tamil Nadu’s 
share of Cauvery water. 

She urged the government 
to press Karnataka on the wa-
ter issue.

On electricity, she demand-
ed immediate action against 
unannounced power outages. 
She further sought faster pro-
curement of rain-exposed 
paddy in Tirunelveli and Vrid-
dhachalam to protect farmers 
from financial losses.

DMDK leader seeks action on key issues
Premalatha Vijayakant urged Tamil Nadu govt to act on law and order, dengue 

prevention, farmers’ loans, power outages, Cauvery water and paddy procurement

n �Premalatha seeks action over 
recent killings,

n �Urges stronger dengue pre-
vention measures,

n �Demands complete agricultur-
al loan waiver,

n �Raises concerns over fisher-
men’s security,

n �Seeks Tamil Nadu’s Cauvery 
water share,

n �Calls for action on power outages,

n �Wants faster procurement of 
rain-exposed paddy.

DMDK general  
secretary seeks Justice

The Union Minister 
said Punjab’s anti-

drug campaign should 
focus on social 

reform, awareness 
and protecting future 

generations from 
addiction. 

FAZILKA

Union Law Minister Arjun 
Meghwal on Sunday described 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
Nasha Mukt Punjab Yatra as an 
initiative for social reform, 
saying its objective was to pro-
tect future generations from 
drug abuse and help Punjab 
move towards becoming a de-
veloped state. 

Meghwal was speaking at a 
public gathering in Fazilka be-
fore flagging off the third 
phase of the Nasha Mukt Pun-
jab Yatra. The campaign is part 
of a series of BJP-led yatras 
being held across Punjab 
against drug abuse. 

Before addressing the gath-
ering, Meghwal visited the 
Asafwala Shaheedi Memorial 
and paid floral tributes to sol-
diers who made the supreme 
sacrifice for the nation. He was 
accompanied by Punjab BJP 
president Kewal Singh Dhill-
on, party national general sec-
retary and state in-charge 

Satish Poonia, former state 
president Sunil Jakhar and for-
mer minister Surjit Kumar Ji-
ani.

Meghwal said some people 
were viewing the yatra through 

a political lens, but maintained 
that the initiative should in-
stead be seen as a social reform 
campaign. He cited campaigns 
such as Beti Bachao, Beti Pad-
hao and Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 

as examples of social initia-
tives associated with the Modi 
government.

Referring to Sikh religious 
teachings, Meghwal said 
awareness against intoxicants 
could also be linked to the 
teachings of the Sikh Gurus 
and other spiritual figures. He 
referred to the Bani of Guru 
Amar Das, Guru Nanak Dev, 
Bhagat Kabir Das and Guru 
Ravidas.

During his address, Megh-
wal also sang a Shabad of 
Guru Nanak Dev. He said so-
cial and spiritual awareness 
could help strengthen efforts to 
address the harmful effects of 
drugs.

Meghwal calls Punjab Yatra social reform

n �Third phase launched from 
Fazilka,

n �Meghwal described it as 
social reform,

n �Campaign targets aware-
ness against drug abuse,

YATRA FOCUS
n �Religious teachings cited in the 

campaign,

n �Punjab BJP president Kewal Singh 
Dhillon also addressed the gathering, 

n �Yatras are being conducted 
across the state. 

CHENNAI

DMK leader T.K.S. Elango-
van on Sunday accused the 
BJP of using investigative 
agencies to pressure re-
gional political par-
ties, arguing that 
such parties had 
increasingly emer 
ged as important 
opponents of the 
ruling party as the 
Congress remained 
weakened nationally.

Referring to the sum-
mons issued to Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant Soren 
in connection with a land case 
and notices reportedly sent to 
family members of AAP lead-
er Arvind Kejriwal in Delhi, 
Elangovan alleged that cen-
tral agencies were being used 
against regional political forc-
es. These allegations reflect 
the DMK’s broader criticism 
of the BJP and central institu-
tions. 

Elangovan said regional 
parties were strengthening co-
operation and preparing to 
present their political and 
ideological differences with 

the BJP before voters. Sup-
porting the CPI(M)’s call for 
broad opposition unity rather 
than a separate third front, he 

said parties opposed 
t o  t h e  B J P 

should work 
together and 
place their 
criticisms 
before the 
electorate.

He also 
accused the 

BJP of wea 
kening democra 

tic values and al-
leged that it was moving 

towards a monopolistic polit-
ical system. 

These were political claims 
made by Elangovan and were 
not independently established 
in the statement.

Turning to Tamil Nadu, 
Elangovan criticised the TVK 
government over law-and-or-
der issues during its first 100 
days in office. 

He cited eight reported 
murders within a day and ac-
cused the government of rais-
ing allegations from decades 
ago against the DMK to di-

vert attention from current 
issues.

On questions concerning 
DMK president M.K. Stalin’s 
arrest during the Emergency, 
Elangovan referred to the Jus-
tice Ismail Commission and 
said its findings had estab-
lished the detention. 

He also supported Rahul 
Gandhi’s contention regarding 
students and stressed the right 
to peaceful protest.

Elangovan targets BJP, questions TVK

The 
DMK leader 

accused the BJP 
of  pressuring 

regional parties and 
criticised the TVK 
government over 

law-and-order 
concerns.

CHANDIGARH

The five Sikh high priests on 
Sunday excommunicated Shi-
romani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) member 
and senior Shiromani Akali 
Dal-Badal leader Amarjit 
Singh Chawla, who has been 
facing a rape case.

A decision in this regard 
was taken at a meeting held in 
the Akal Takht Secretariat 
here, and the announcement 
was made by the Akal Takht’s 
Acting Jathedar Kuldeep 
Singh Gargaj.

The action against Chawla 
was taken in connection with 
a rape case registered against 
him at Anandpur Sahib. A 
woman had alleged that 
Chawla had raped her during 
her stay in Anandpur Sahib.

The Akal Takht also ex-
communicated its Additional 
Head Granthi Malkit Singh, 
who was accused of sending 
her obscene messages.

According to the Akal 
Takht, Chawla was expelled 
from the Sikh Panth following 
the passing of a ‘Gurmata’ 
over alleged serious viola-
tions of Sikh conduct and 
Panthic rules.

The Sikh community has 

also been directed not to 
maintain religious, social or 
political association with him.

Giani Malkit Singh, Addi-
tional Head Granthi of Akal 
Takht Sahib, was expelled 
from the Panth over alleged 
actions contrary to Panthic 
discipline.

The decision has barred 
both Chawla and Malkit 
Singh from serving in any 
Sikh institution, gurdwara 
management committee, or 
religious platform throughout 
life.

A first information report 
(FIR) was registered against 
Chawla on the complaint of a 

woman who alleged that she 
was held captive and raped at 
a serai in Anandpur Sahib. 
The FIR was registered under 
Sections 64, 127 (2) and 351 
(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) on August 21.

The names of Malkit Singh 
and Mohan Singh, a driver at 
Takht Kesgarh Sahib, have 
also figured in the complaint, 
with the woman alleging that 
they sent her vulgar messag-
es. However, Chawla termed 
the allegations a part of a po-
litical conspiracy. He has al-
ready resigned from the 
SGPC membership and all 
party posts.

NEW DELHI

A portion of an under-construc-
tion warehouse collapsed in the 
Narela area of north Delhi on 
Sunday, injuring two labourers, 
officials said.

The incident took place at 
around 11 am, at Plot No. 248, 
on Farm House Road, Jain 
Mandir, in Narela’s Budhpur. 
Two labourers were reportedly 
trapped under the debris. How-
ever, they were pulled out and 
rushed to the hospital before the 
arrival of the Delhi Fire Service 
(DFS) unit.

Upon receiving information, 
the fire services immediately 
sent two Water Tenders (WTs), 
a Bowser Fire Tender (BFT), 
and a Water Bowser (WB), 
along with Station Officer 
Naveen Thakran and Sub Offi-
cer Pardeep. The injured la-
bourers have been identified as 
Sunil, 20, and Naresh Pajwan, 
28. A similar incident of build-
ing collapse was reported from 
the Alipur area of north Delhi 
earlier on Sunday.

No casualties were reported 
in the incident. The Alipur po-
lice station received a call re-
garding the collapse at around 

11 a.m., following which police 
teams were immediately dis-
patched to the site. Four ambu-
lances, a fire tender, and a di-
saster management vehicle 
were also sent to the location, 
officials said.

According to the preliminary 
inquiry, lintel work was under-
way at the under-construction 
building when the supporting 
shuttering, locally referred to as 
‘balli’, apparently gave way. 
The failure of the temporary 
support caused the structure to 
collapse, officials said.

Several labourers were pres-
ent and working at the construc-
tion site when the incident oc-
curred, officials said. Police 
said that all the workers were 
accounted for and were found 
to be safe. No person was 
trapped beneath the debris, they 
added.

Police teams and other emer-
gency personnel carried out 
checks at the site to ascertain 
the circumstances surrounding 
the collapse and ensure that no 
one was missing or trapped. 
Further verification regarding 
the incident and the safety of 
the workers is currently under-
way, police said.

Under-construction warehouse 
collapses in Delhi, 2 hurtSikh clergy excommunicates SGPC 

member Chawla over rape case

n �Elangovan alleged misuse of 
investigative agencies against 
regional parties. 

n �He cited cases involving 
Hemant Soren and Arvind 
Kejriwal’s family. 

n �Called for broader opposition 
unity against the BJP. 

n �Criticised the TVK govern-
ment over reported killings. 

n �Referred to the Justice Ismail 
Commission on Stalin’s Emer-
gency detention. 

n �Backed the right to peaceful 
protest. 

Key points

BHUBANESWAR

In an unfortunate incident, a 
man allegedly beat his wife 
to death following a family 
dispute and later died by sui-
cide at their residence in Odi-
sha’s Dhenkanal district on 
Sunday.

The incident took place at 
Akhuapal panchayat under 
the Dadara Ghati outpost of 
Parjang police station in 
Dhenkanal district. Accord-
ing to the report, the man 
was identified as Ratnakar 
alias Mithun Naik,35, while 
his deceased wife was identi-
fied as Rasmita Naik,30.

“The couple engaged in a 
heated argument over some 
issues late Saturday night. In 
a fit of rage, the enraged hus-
band assaulted the wife with 
a heavy wooden stick, result-
ing in her death. Following 
the death of his wife, a re-
morseful husband later com-
mitted suicide,” said Chit-
taranjan Behera, the Sub-Di-
visional Police Officer, Ka-
makhyanagar, Dhenkanal, on 
Sunday.

Locals claimed that the 
couple reportedly had three 
daughters from their mar-
riage. Ratnakar, who used to 

work as a daily wage labour-
er, often engaged in quarrels 
with his wife under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Late on Sat-
urday night, he again quar-
relled with Rasmita over 
some past issues and later 
allegedly assaulted her with 
a wooden plank in a sudden 
fit of rage.

After the death of Rasmita, 
Ratnakar took his three 
daughters to the house of his 
younger brother, who, along 
with his family, was away at 
the time. The deceased Rat-
nakar later left the daughters 
inside his brother’s house 
and locked the door from 
outside. He subsequently 
died by suicide by hanging 
himself from a tree in front 
of his house, reportedly out 
of remorse.

Upon being informed, the 
local police, along with the 
scientific team, reached the 
spot and launched an investi-
gation. The bodies of the 
couple were later sent to Par-
jang Community Health Cen-
tre for postmortem. A case 
(491/26) has also been regis-
tered in this regard at the 
Parjang police station on the 
basis of a report by the de-
ceased Ratnakar’s sister.

Man ‘beats’ wife  
to death, later kills 

self in Odisha

Alliance with NC won’t stop Cong 
from raising public issues: Karra
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North Korea launched two 
missiles off its eastern coast 
on Sunday, its second set of 
tests in roughly a week and 
days after Pyongyang accused 
the US of driving tensions on 
‌the Korean Peninsula through 
a series of military drills.

Just three hours after 
launching a short-range bal-
listic missile (SRBM) toward 
the East Sea on Sunday after-
noon, North Korea fired an-
other short-range ballistic 
missile, according to South 
Korea's defence ministry. If 
the subsequent launch is con-
firmed to be a ballistic mis-
sile, it will mark two consec-
utive ballistic missile tests by 
North Korea within a three-
hour window.

South Korea's Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said it detected ⁠the 
first test firing from the Won-
san area around 3 p.m. (0600 
GMT), identifying the weap-
on as a ballistic missile. Ja-
pan's defence ministry also 
said it appeared to be a ballis-
tic missile. Japanese public 
broadcaster NHK said the 
projectile had come down 
outside Japan's exclusive eco-

nomic zone.
The first projectile flew ap-

proximately 450 km (280 
miles) and is presumed to be-
long to the Hwasong-11 se-
ries, according to South Ko-
rea's military. 

German state votes test Merz
SCHWERIN

 
German voters went to the 
polls on Sunday in Berlin and 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomer-
ania, with the elections taking 
place amid growing pressure 
on Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
and rising support for the far-
right Alternative for Germany.

The votes follow the Sep-
tember 6 election in Sax-
ony-Anhalt, where the AfD 
came close to securing an ab-
solute majority. The result 
intensified debate over the 
party’s growing influence and 
the policy of Germany’s 
mainstream parties refusing to 
form coalitions with it. 

In Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania, the contest has 
focused heavily on the state’s 
popular Social Democrat pre-
mier Manuela Schwesig. A 
Forschungsgruppe Wahlen 
poll before voting showed the 
SPD at 37%, the AfD at 36%, 

while Merz’s Christian Dem-
ocratic Union stood at 6%, 
close to the five-percent 
threshold required to enter the 
state parliament. 

Berlin presented a different 
political picture. Housing and 
rents were among the leading 
concerns, with advertised 
rents having nearly doubled 
since 2014 and the city ex-
pected to need 211,000 addi-
tional homes by 2040. 

For Merz, the elections 
come after months of criti-
cism over Germany’s econo-
my, living costs and govern-
ment reforms. His approval 
rating has fallen sharply, 
while senior CDU figures 
have publicly backed his lead-
ership. Eight CDU state pre-
miers issued a joint statement 
supporting him earlier this 
week. 

The elections therefore car-
ry significance beyond the 
two states, as their results 
could influence debates with-
in the CDU over its leader-
ship, coalition strategy and 
response to the AfD’s contin-
ued electoral gains.

MERZ UNDER PRESSURE

Ship capsize: Indonesia 
rescue team recovers 

another victim

Iraqi court opens trial 
of six French IS 

suspects

JAKARTA
Indonesia’s search and 
rescue agency said on 

Sunday it had recovered 
one more victim ‌from 

the wreck of a passen-
ger ship that capsized 

and sank in the Java Sea 
last weekend. The pas-

senger ship, Virgo Trans-
port 8, was carrying 243 

people, including 30 
crew ⁠members, when it 
capsized in bad weather 

early on September 13 
during a voyage from 

Surabaya in East Java to 
Banjarmasin in South 

Kalimantan. “The victim 
was found by divers 

during a search inside 
the ship’s hull,” the 

agency said, adding that 
the victim will be 

airlifted out ‌for 
identification.

BAGHDAD
An Iraqi court on Sun-
day opened the trial of 

six French nationals ac-
cused of belonging to 
Islamic State, with a 
member of the Su-

preme Judicial Council 
telling the court that 
the suspects could 

‌face the death penalty 
if convicted of crimes 

committed against 
Iraq and the Iraqi peo-

ple. Two court legal 
sources said the de-

fendants were among 
47 French Islamic 

State detainees trans-
ferred from prisons in 

northeast Syria last 
year as part of a 

broader relocation pro-
cess overseen by US 

forces and Iraqi authori-
ties. The French em-
bassy in Baghdad did 
not immediately re-

spond to requests for 
comment. 

COURT NOTICE
IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY 

COMMISSIONER OF LABOR COURT AT 
SALEM

I.A. No.92 of 2025
IN

EC No. Unnumbered case

1. Maheswari
2. Deepa
3. Keerthana
4. Ragul                      vs                          ...Petitioners

1.Baba

                                                             ...Respondent

Whereas the above case is pending before 
this Hon’ble Court, and despite all reason-
able efforts, the Respondent, Mr./Mrs. Baba 
S/o Babu, residing at 48, 7th cross, Sampan-
girama nagar, Bangalore. 560030. Karnata-
ka, could not be served with Court summons.

Therefore, by order of this Hon’ble Court, the 
Respondent is hereby called upon to appear 
in person or through a duly authorised Advo-
cate before this Hon’ble Court on 23.09.2026 at 
3.00 P.M., failing which the matter will be heard 
and decided ex parte in accordance with law.

Place: Salem
Date: 20.09.2026

                                             SD/- 
Counsel for the Petitioner

B. MANIMEKALAI, B.Com., B.L., 
Advocate,

OPP. SP Office,
NAMAKKAL - 637 003. 

Endrl No: 1216/92.

2.IFFCO-TOKIO General 
Insurance company limited

To place a classified ad 
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

UN Week: World leaders 
gather amid global turmoil

Major international crises are expected to dominate the agenda, with particular focus 
on Iran and the Middle East, the war in Ukraine, the Palestinian issue and Sudan

UNITED NATIONS
 

World leaders are gathering in 
New York for the United Na-
tions General Assembly as 
wars in the Middle East and 
Ukraine, artificial intelligence 
and the future of global coop-
eration dominate the agenda.

Nearly 130 heads of state 
are expected to attend the dip-
lomatic gathering, which be-
gins amid growing pressure on 
the United Nations and uncer-
tainty over its ability to re-
spond to major international 
crises. US President Donald 
Trump is returning to the UN 
rostrum for a second year, 
while Washington’s reduced 
contributions and withdrawals 
from several UN bodies have 
added to concerns about the 
organization’s finances and in-
fluence.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
will not attend the assembly, 

instead planning talks with 
Trump in Washington. His ab-
sence has added to questions 
about the UN’s role as major 
powers increasingly pursue di-
rect bilateral diplomacy.

The UN Security Council 
could hold high-level discus-
sions on Ukraine, artificial in-
telligence and the Middle East. 
The US has paid $725 million 
toward its regular UN budget 
this week, helping preserve its 
voting rights, but still owes 
more than $1.3 billion.

AI governance is another 
major issue. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has called 
for common safeguards to pre-
vent uncontrolled technologi-
cal competition, while Trump 
has publicly played down con-
cerns about AI risks.

The Middle East is expected 
to receive particular attention 
as the conflict involving the 
US, Israel and Iran continues, 
while Houthi attacks threaten 
shipping through the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait.

Guterres’ term ends in 2026, 
adding a leadership transition 
to the assembly’s agenda as 
member states debate the orga-
nization’s future. 

Meet at a glance
•  �Nearly 130 heads of 

state expected at UN 
General Assembly. 

•  �Trump returns to UN 
rostrum for second con-
secutive year. 

•  �Ukraine, Middle East 
conflicts and AI dominate 
discussions. 

•  �US paid $725 million to-
ward regular UN budget. 

•  �Xi Jinping to meet Trump 
in Washington instead. 

•  �Guterres’ UN leadership 
term ends in 2026. 

Ukrainian drone 
barrage hits 

Moscow amid poll
MOSCOW

 
Ukraine launched what Mos-
cow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin 
described as the biggest drone 
attack yet on the Russian cap-
ital on Sunday, as Russians 
voted on the final day of a 
parliamentary election being 
closely watched for signs of 
support for President Vladi-
mir Putin and the war in 
Ukraine.

Russian authorities said 
more than 1,600 drones had 
been intercepted, including 
about 450 heading toward 
Moscow. Two people were 
killed in the Moscow region, 
while a facility at the capital’s 
oil refinery was damaged. An-
other two people were report-
ed killed in the Russian-held 
part of Ukraine’s Kherson re-
gion, including an election of-
ficial. 

Sobyanin said the attack had 
been planned to disrupt the 
election but failed to do so. 
Ukraine did not immediately 

comment on the Russian alle-
gations. 

The State Duma election, 
the first since Russia launched 
its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022, was expected 
to preserve the dominance of 
the ruling United Russia party. 
Putin has presented the vote as 
a measure of public support 
for Russia’s military cam-
paign.

Voting took place over three 
days, with turnout exceeding 
50% by Sunday afternoon, ac-
cording to Russian election 
authorities cited by Interfax. 
Authorities also reported cy-
berattacks against voting sys-
tems and communication infra-
structure during the election. 

The capital’s Mayor 
Sergei Sobyanin said that 
more than 1,600 drones 

had been intercepted 
and shot down, 450 of  
which were aimed at 

Moscow.

We cannot decouple 
foreign security policy 

from what we are debating at 
home. 

-Friedrich Merz 

MACRON VISITS SAINT 
PIERRE, MEETS CARNEY

UNITED NATIONS
 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron arrived in Saint Pierre 
and Miquelon on Sunday for 
talks with Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney, high-
lighting French sovereignty 
over the small Atlantic territo-
ry and closer cooperation be-
tween France and Canada.

Macron’s visit is the first by 
a French president to the ar-
chipelago since 2014 and 
comes weeks after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump shared an 
image depicting the islands 
under the US flag. The terri-
tory, home to about 5,800 
people, is France’s only re-
maining territory in North 
America. 

Macron said there was no 
doubt that Saint Pierre and 
Miquelon was French, while 
avoiding an extended re-
sponse to Trump’s post. 
French officials described the 
visit as symbolically signifi-
cant because of the territory’s 

strategic location near North 
America and the Arctic.

The meeting with Carney is 
also taking place as Canada 
seeks stronger economic and 
strategic links with the Euro-
pean Union amid worsening 
trade tensions with Washing-
ton. Macron and Carney were 
expected to discuss energy 
cooperation, including Cana-
dian liquefied natural gas ex-
ports to Europe. Macron has 
said Canada should broaden 
its LNG exports toward Euro-
pean markets rather than con-
centrating primarily on Asia. 

The leaders are also expect-
ed to discuss Canada’s pro-
posed closer relationship with 
the European Union. Europe-
an Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen has sug-
gested creating an “associate 
member” status for Canada, 
although the concept has no 
existing legal definition and 
faces questions among EU 
member states. 

Canada and the EU already 

have a Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement, 
but several EU countries, in-
cluding France, have yet to 
fully ratify it. The discussions 
therefore combine territorial 
sovereignty, energy security 
and evolving transatlantic 
partnerships.

A snapshot 
→ France’s only remaining territory 

in North America,

→ Population of about 5,800,

→  Located off Canada’s Atlantic 
coast ,

→   First French presidential visit 
since 2014

→  Macron and Carney discussed 
energy cooperation,

→ Canada seeking deeper EU ties,

→ EU associate-member proposal 
remains undefined,

→ CETA still awaits ratification in 
several EU states.

Spencer compares media treatment 
of Harry, Meghan to Diana's ordeal

LONDON
 

The media's treatment of 
Prince Harry and his wife 
Meghan is on a par with that 
faced by his mother Diana, 
the late princess' brother said 
in an interview published on 
Sunday, warning that lessons 
needed to be learned ‌from that 
period.

Diana died aged 36 in a 
1997 Paris car crash as photog-
raphers pursued her on motor-
bikes, sparking an outpouring 
of grief and a reckoning over 
whether the media bore some 
responsibility for her death af-
ter splashing details of her life 
across front pages for years.

"If you look at an article in a 
tabloid about Diana or the ⁠cou-
ple that you were mentioning, 
Harry and Meghan, you know, 
they can be really, really un-

pleasant," Diana's brother, Earl 
Charles Spencer. "And I think 
it would be really beholden on 
people to learn from Diana's 
example.

"I'm not here to speak for 
Harry and Meghan, but for 
anyone who's being destroyed 
in this way daily, it must be 
such a cancerous influence in 
their life."

Harry, Diana's youngest son, 
and Meghan, cited the impact 

of what they called a toxic me-
dia on their lives before they 
quit royal duties and moved to 
the United States ‌in ⁠2020.

They also sued much of the 
British tabloid press - with 
varying degrees of success - 
before they moved back to 
Britain in August.

Spencer has made headlines 
around the world in the last 
week after his book, "Swan 
Song: Diana, My Sister", was 
serialised in the Daily Mail, 
accusing her former husband, 
the now King Charles, of 
⁠sounding "giddily elated" in 
the hours after her death.

The palace hit back by say-
ing the king "is mindful that 
the pain of fraternal grief can 
cloud reason, affect judgment 
and colour memory in ways 
others do not recognise, even 
⁠many years after such a loss". 

Imran Khan's sister arrested in Lahore
LAHORE

 
Police arrested Aleema Khan, 
the sister of Pakistan's ‌jailed 
ex-prime minister Imran 
Khan at her house in Lahore, 
a Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Punjab spokesman said on 
Sunday, ahead of a planned 
protest march by the party ⁠on 
September 27.

A notification issued by 

Lahore's district administra-
tion said she has been arrest-
ed and sent to jail for 30 
days. "According to intelli-
gence reports, her presence at 
any public place will pose a 
grave threat to public safety," 
the district administration 
said.

Imran Khan's ‌party ⁠has or-
ganised a march to Islamabad 
next week demanding his re-

lease. Pakistan's Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi said 
that the government would 
do ⁠everything it could to stop 
the protest march.

A close aide to Khan, Zulfi 
Bukhari, described the ⁠arrest 
of Khan's sister as "absolute-
ly despicable". "The fear of 
the 27th protest is clearly 
⁠ taking its toll," Bukhari  
added.

North Korea fires two 
ballistic missiles off east coast

Taiwan minister 
makes rare trip to 

China for APEC 
event

TAIPEI
 

Taiwan's labour minister left 
on Sunday for China to at-
tend an APEC event, the first 
ministerial-level visit of 
President Lai Ching-te's ad-
ministration at a time when 
Beijing has ramped up mili-
tary and ‌political pressure 
against Taipei.

The Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation group is one of 
the few international bodies 
that Chinese-claimed Taiwan 
belongs to, and China is the 
host nation this year, with a 
leaders summit scheduled for 
November in Shenzhen.

China has rejected repeated 
offers of talks by Lai, saying 
he is ⁠a "separatist", and its 
military operates around Tai-
wan on an almost daily basis. 

Greenland 
sovereignty 
safe under 

Trump's deal: 
Denmark 

COPENHAGEN
 

Denmark said that 
its sovereignty over 
Greenland would 
not be compromised 
by a deal taking 
shape  wi th  the 
Trump administra-
tion that would ‌al-
low a significant 
expansion of the US 
military presence on 
the Arctic island.The 
United States, Den-
mark and Greenland 
said on Friday they 
had reached an 
agreement for the 
US to expand its 
military footprint in 
the self-governed 
Danish territory, 
while preventing US 
adversaries from es-
tablishing bases 
there.
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Coal India Expands Beyond Traditional Mining
NEW DELHI

Coal India Limited (CIL) is 
expanding beyond convention-
al coal mining to build a diver-
sified energy and materials 
portfolio, with investments 
spanning coal gasification, 
thermal power, renewable en-
ergy, battery storage, critical 
minerals and advanced materi-
als, according to an official 
statement issued on Sunday.

The company’s business de-
velopment strategy is organ-
ised around five platforms: 
c o a l  g a s i f i c a t i o n  a n d 
coal-to-chemicals, thermal 
power, renewable energy and 
storage, critical minerals and 
advanced materials, and diver-
sified minerals including iron 
ore.

CIL’s portfolio includes 
around Rs 69,346 crore across 
four coal-to-chemicals proj-
ects, a 2×800 MW ultra-super-
critical expansion at Chandra-
pura, around 550 MW of com-
missioned solar capacity and 
multiple Battery Energy Stor-
age System (BESS) initiatives.

Its coal-to-chemicals pro-
gramme includes Talcher Fer-
tilisers Ltd., Bharat Coal Gas-
ification & Chemicals Ltd., 
Coal Gas India Ltd. and the 
CIL-BPCL Chandrapur coal-

to-SNG initiative. The projects 
will focus on adapting technol-
ogy to high-ash Indian coal, 
improving process efficiency, 
localising equipment and 
strengthening digital monitor-
ing.

CIL is also pursuing under-
ground coal gasification 
through a phased pilot at the 
Kasta West Block of Eastern 
Coalfields Limited, as the 
technology has not yet 
achieved global commer-
cial-scale deployment.

In power generation, CIL 
and Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion are implementing a pro-
posed 50:50 joint venture for a 
2×800 MW ultra-supercritical 
brownfield expansion at Chan-
drapura in Jharkhand.

On renewables, approxi-

mately 550 MW of solar ca-
pacity has already been com-
missioned, while additional 
projects are under develop-
ment. CIL is also developing a 
20 MW floating solar project 
at Chilwa Taal in Gorakhpur 
and BESS projects, including 
an 80 MW/320 MWh portfolio 
across four Odisha locations.

“Coal India Limited is 
steadily evolving from a con-
ventional coal-mining enter-
prise into a diversified energy, 
minerals, materials and tech-
nology-driven organisation.” 
– CEO, COAL India

“ R e p l i c a t i o n  o f 
coal-to-chemicals projects will 
be pursued only after operat-
ing data and commercial per-
formance have been verified.” 
– Manager, Coal India

CIL’S ENERGY TRANSITION

Centre, Bengal  
govt plan fisheries 

sector boost

Village household toilets 
cross 12.22 crore under 

Swachh Bharat drive

NEW DELHI
The Centre’s Department of 
Fisheries is organising a re-
view meeting in Kolkata on 

September 21 to chart a 
roadmap for the state’s huge 
untapped fisheries potential, 
according to an official state-
ment issued on Sunday. Un-

ion Minister for Fisheries Rajiv 
Ranjan Singh and West Ben-

gal Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari will co-chair the 

meeting. The deliberations 
are expected to identify pri-

ority interventions and 
strengthen Centre-State col-
laboration to accelerate sus-
tainable and inclusive growth 

in West Bengal’s fisheries 
sector. The meeting will pro-
vide a comprehensive plat-
form to review the progress 

of various schemes and pro-
grammes in West Bengal and 
deliberate on key focus areas 

for future development.

NEW DELHI
Over 12.22 crore individual 

toilets have been built in ru-
ral households across India, 

and 98,273 biogas plants 
have been constructed as of 
September 17, 2026, bringing 

5.69 lakh villages nation-
wide into the ODF (open 

defecation free) Plus cate-
gory under the Swachh 

Bharat campaign, according 
to a government factsheet 

released on Sunday. An ODF 
Plus village not only sustains 

ODF status but also effec-
tively manages solid and liq-
uid waste, while maintaining 

visual cleanliness. Along 
with sustaining ODF Plus vil-

lage status, these villages 
are classified into three pro-

gressive stages: Aspiring, 
Rising and Model. Aspiring 

villages manage either solid 
or liquid waste. 

Adilabad Airport Project 
Gets Nodal Officers

The Defence Ministry and AAI have appointed nodal 
officers to coordinate with Telangana on developing 

Adilabad’s proposed 1,500-acre joint-user airport.
HYDERABAD

The Defence Ministry and the 
Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) have appointed nodal 
officers to coordinate with the 
Telangana government on the 
proposed joint-user airport at 
Adilabad, marking a step for-
ward for a project planned for 
both civilian and defence pur-
poses.

The Defence Ministry has 
appointed Air Force Station 
Begumpet commandant Air 
Commodore Rahul Shukla and 
Headquarters Training Com-
mand, Bengaluru, CATCO 
Group Captain Jyoti Prakash 
Sabharwal as its nodal offi-
cers. The AAI has appointed 
Executive Director Arch Sujoy 
Dey to coordinate with the 
Telangana government.

The appointments were 
communicated separately to 
Telangana Chief Secretary 
Sanjay Jaju. Union Minister 
for Coal and Mines G. Kishan 

Reddy said the appointments 
followed his discussions with 
the Defence and Civil Aviation 
ministries.

The proposed facility is 
planned across 1,500 acres and 
will include an air force train-
ing centre and a joint-use air-

field for civilian and defence 
operations. Defence infrastruc-
ture is expected to include fa-
cilities for trainer aircraft, vis-
iting aircraft parking, disper-
sals, weather shelters, aircraft 
hangars, an operational com-
plex, training facilities and 
maintenance infrastructure.

On the civilian side, the AAI 
is expected to establish a civil 
terminal and a Maintenance, 
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 
facility. Supporting infrastruc-
ture for defence personnel 
would include single and mar-
ried accommodation, sports 
and recreational facilities and 
essential amenities.

Engineering utilities such as 
water supply and sanitation 
will also have to be developed. 
Kishan Reddy has urged the 
Telangana government to ap-
point its own nodal officer, 
saying this would help coordi-
nate all stakeholders and fur-
ther speed up work on the 
project.

Defence Ministry 
appoints two Officers

- Defence Ministry appoints 
two nodal officers 

- AAI names Executive 
Director Sujoy Dey 

- Project planned across 1,500 
acres 

- Facility will serve civilian and 
defence needs 

- Air force training centre 
proposed 

- Civil terminal and MRO 
facility planned

- Telangana urged to appoint 
nodal officer

‘Assam Could Become 
India’s Energy Battery’

GUWAHATI

Assam has the potential to 
emerge as a major energy 
hub and could become the 
“Battery of India” in the 
coming years, Adani Group 
Director Jeet Adani said on 
Sunday at the foundation 
stone laying ceremony of a 
3,200 MW thermal power 
project in Chapar, Dhubri 
district.

The Rs 48,000-crore proj-
ect, being developed by 
Adani Power, is expected to 
become the largest power 
generat ion asset  in the 
Northeast. Jeet Adani said 
Assam had undergone a sig-
nificant transformation in 
recent years and was in-
creasingly emerging as an 
attractive destination for in-
vestment ,  industry  and 
large-scale development.

He said the state’s energy 
potential could extend be-
yond meeting its own re-
quirements and contribute to 
the country’s wider energy 
security. Jeet Adani also 
credited Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma with creating 

conditions that had acceler-
ated economic growth, infra-
structure development and 
business opportunities.

Reca l l i ng  t he  Adan i 
Group’s growing presence in 
the state, he said the compa-
ny initially entered Assam to 
contribute to its develop-
ment but later identified op-
portunities across several 
sectors.

He said the group had an-
nounced plans to invest up 
to Rs 1 lakh crore in the 
Northeast over the next de-
cade. According to him, 
nearly Rs 80,000 crore of 
that investment is already 

underway in Assam.
Jeet Adani also highlight-

ed employment generation 
and local participation. He 
said the group had conduct-
ed four to five recruitment 
drives in the state, resulting 
in the hiring of around 4,500 
local youth.

The group’s businesses in 
Assam are expected to gen-
erate around 40,000 direct 
and indirect employment op-
portunities, he said.

“I truly believe that in the 
coming years, Assam won’t 
just generate energy for its 
own needs — it will become 
a major energy hub, power-
ing the security of the entire  
nation.”

Adani Group Director 
Jeet Adani said Assam 
could become a major 

national energy hub while 
unveiling a major power 

project.

KEY NUMBERS
3,200 MW: Planned thermal pow-

er capacity

Rs 80,000 crore: Adani investments 
underway in Assam

Rs 48,000 crore: Project invest-
ment

4,500: Local youth already hired

40,000: Expected direct and indi-
rect jobs

‘Engineers Must Embrace Interdisciplinary Thinking’
NEW DELHI

Mizoram Governor General 
Vijay Kumar Singh has 
called on the next generation 
of engineers to move beyond 
traditional academic bound-
aries and embrace interdisci-
plinary thinking to help 
shape India’s technological 
future.

Addressing the 18th IEI 
Industry Excellence Summit 
& Awards 2026, organised by 
the Institution of Engineers 
(India), Singh highlighted the 
contribution of engineering 
to India’s development and 
urged young professionals to 
build on that legacy. The 

summit was held under  
the theme, “Engineering  
India’s Global Footprint: 
Technology, Talent and 
Trust.”

Singh said India’s engi-
neering achievements span 
major infrastructure and 
technology sectors, including 
dams, steel plants, highways, 
metro networks, renewable 
energy, telecommunications, 
space technology, indigenous 
defence manufacturing and 
digital public infrastructure.

He said the boundaries be-
tween engineering disciplines 
are increasingly disappearing 
as technology becomes more 
integrated. Civil engineers, 

he noted, increasingly re-
quire knowledge of geo-
graphic information systems, 
sensors, artificial intelligence 
and climate modelling. Me-
chanical engineers are be-
coming involved in robotics 
and advanced manufacturing, 
while electrical engineers are 
working on energy storage 
and smart-grid technologies.

Software engineers, mean-

while, are increasingly con-
tributing to hardware sys-
tems, cybersecurity and 
physical infrastructure.

The Governor urged engi-

neering graduates to develop 
the ability to collaborate 
across disciplines, experi-
ment with new ideas and cre-
ate practical solutions to re-

al-world challenges. He also 
called for greater emphasis 
on design thinking, field ex-
posure, interdisciplinary 
projects and prototyping in 
engineering education.

Singh further stressed that 
India’s ability to build infra-
structure at scale must be 
matched by stronger efforts 
to maintain existing assets.

He cited the Unified Pay-
ments Interface as an exam-
ple of engineering excel-
lence, noting that its success 
depends on interoperability, 
distributed systems, cyberse-
curity, real-time processing 
and large-scale digital infra-
structure.

ENGINEERING BEYOND BOUNDARIES 
n �Civil engineering: GIS, sensors, AI and climate modelling 

n �Mechanical engineering: Robotics and advanced manu-
facturing 

n Electrical engineering: Energy storage and smart grids  

n �Software engineering: Hardware, cybersecurity and 
infrastructure  

n Education focus: Design thinking, field exposure and 
prototyping

Nifty’s 23,000-23,100 zone critical support, 
Sensex may face resistance at 74,600: Analysts

MUMBAI

Indian equity benchmarks 
ended the truncated trading 
week on a subdued note, with 
investors closely watching 
key technical levels amid 
concerns over elevated crude 
oil prices and rising global 
bond yields.

Market experts believe the 
Sensex needs a sustained 
move above 74,600 to regain 
upward momentum, while 
the Nifty's 23,000-23,100 
zone remains a critical sup-
port area that could deter-
mine the market's near-term 
direction.

Market analysts said inves-
tors continue to assess the 
impact of elevated energy 
prices on inflation and corpo-
rate profitability. Higher 
crude oil costs are seen as a 
double-edged risk, potential-
ly increasing input costs for 
businesses while also putting 
pressure on consumer spend-
ing and economic growth.

From a technical perspec-
tive, analysts expect the Sen-
sex to remain range-bound in 
the near term. "The broader 
support zone for the index is 
seen between 73,500 and 
73,700," analysts stated.

"A sustained move above 

74,600 could pave the way 
for a recovery towards the 
74,800-75,000 range. How-
ever, a fall below the 74,000 
mark may trigger fresh sell-
ing pressure and increase 
downside risks," market 
watchers noted.

For the Nifty, market par-
ticipants are closely monitor-
ing the 23,000-23,100 zone, 
which has emerged as a cru-
cial support area after the in-
dex endured six consecutive 
weeks of decline.

Analysts warned that a de-
cisive break below this range 
could lead to a deeper correc-
tion towards the 22,400-

22,600 levels. "On the up-
side, immediate resistance is 
placed at 23,500–23,800, 
while support is seen around 
23,100–22,950," experts  
stated.

"Holding the support zone 
could keep the index within a 
broader consolidation range, 
whereas a decisive break be-
low 22,950 may increase 
downside pressure," market 
watchers mentioned. Mean-
while, for the last week, the 
Sensex declined 0.65 per 
cent to settle at 74,294.46, 
while the Nifty slipped 0.22 
p e r  c e n t  t o  c l o s e  a t 
23,346.40.

SBI asks customers to plan transactions early
NEW DELHI

State Bank of India (SBI) has 
issued an advisory urging cus-
tomers to complete important 
banking transactions in ad-
vance of a proposed three-day 
nationwide bank strike called 
by the United Forum of Bank 
Unions (UFBU) from Septem-
ber 28 to 30, 2026.

The advisory comes after 
the UFBU's nationwide strike 
on September 11 and ahead of 
another planned phase of pro-
test action later this month. 
The union forum has also an-
nounced a continuous strike 
beginning October 26 as part 
of its ongoing agitation.

SBI said customers should 
plan branch-related transac-

tions before the strike period 
to avoid potential disruptions. 
Services that require physical 
visits to bank branches, staff 
assistance, document verifica-
tion or other in-person pro-
cesses may be affected if a 
significant number of em-
ployees participate in the 
strike.

The bank noted that it is 
taking steps to ensure the 
availability of essential bank-
ing services during the pro-
posed strike. However, it cau-
tioned that branch operations 
could face limitations depend-
ing on the level of employee 
participation across locations.

To help customers manage 
their banking needs during the 
strike period, SBI advised 

them to rely on alternative ser-
vice channels. Customers re-
quiring cash have been en-
couraged to use Automated 
Teller Machines (ATMs) and 
Automated Deposit and With-
drawal Machines (ADWMs). 
The bank also highlighted the 
availability of Customer Ser-
vice Points (CSPs) for select 
banking services.

In addition, SBI said its dig-
ital banking platforms would 
remain available for routine 
transactions. Customers can 
use internet banking, mobile 
banking, YONO and Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) ser-
vices to transfer funds, make 
payments and carry out other 
day-to-day banking activities 
without visiting a branch.

India’s exports pick up pace as FTAs kick in
NEW DELHI

India’s exports to free trade 
agreement (FTA) partners 
have shot up during the first 
quarter of 2026-27, with 
shipments to Singapore and 
Sri Lanka more than dou-
bling and exports to ASEAN 
rising by more than 60 per 
cent, which shows that the 
trade pacts are actually bear-
ing fruit, according to re-
ports.

The figures suggest that 
India’s expanding network 
of trade agreements is in-
creasingly translating nego-
tiated market access into 
actual export momentum, 
according to an article in 
Tanzania’s The Guardian 
newspaper.

The development comes at 
a significant point for In-
dia’s external trade strategy. 
The country recorded its 
highest-ever combined ex-
ports of $863.1 billion in FY 
2025-26, comprising mer-
chandise exports of $441.8 
billion and services exports 
of $421.3 billion.

The latest data with FTA 
partners shows that India is 
not merely expanding its ex-
port volumes, but increas-
ingly using preferential trade 

arrangements to widen its 
market presence, the article 
stated.

Commerce Ministry data 
show that India’s exports to 
Singapore rose 101.2 per 
cent year-on-year during 
April-June 2026, reaching 
$6.52 billion, up from $3.24 
billion in the same period 
last year. Exports to Sri Lan-
ka performed even more 
strongly, climbing 123.8 per 
cent to $2.35 billion from 
$1.05 billion.

The ASEAN region also 
registered a substantial in-
crease. Indian shipments 
rose 61.6 per cent to $14.61 
billion in the first quarter of 
FY 2026-27, compared with 
$9.04 billion during April-
June 2025.

Exports to Malaysia in-

creased 75.2 per cent to 
$2.54 billion, while ship-
ments to Australia rose 25.2 
per cent to $2.68 billion. 
South Korea recorded 22.6 
per cent growth to $1.95 bil-
lion and Japan 22.4 per cent 
to $1.75 billion.

Similarly, shipments to 
Oman increased 26.4 per 
cent to $1.39 billion, while 
expor t s  to  Nepa l  rose  
18.1 per  cent  to $2.28  
billion. Bhutan and Thailand 
also registered growth of 
16.1 per cent and 6 per  
cent, respectively. Recent 
trade agreements signed by 
New Delhi  include the  
I nd i a -UAE CEPA,  In -
dia-Australia ECTA, In-
d i a - E F TA T E PA ,  I n -
dia-Oman CEPA and the In-
dia-UK CETA.

CHINA’S AI PUSH RAISES FEARS OF JOB LOSSES
NEW DELHI

China’s rapid adoption of 
artificial intelligence is re-
shaping workplaces, boost-
ing productivity while rais-
ing concerns over job losses, 
particularly among young 
workers, a Quartz report 

said.
Beijing-based programmer 

Fei Zhaojun lost his job after 
his employer explored using 
AI for coding tasks. He was 
among about 160 employees 
laid off and said many 
mid-level  programming 
roles are becoming replace-

able as AI advances.
According to IDC, fewer 

than 10 per cent of Chinese 
industrial firms used AI 
models and agents in 2024, 
but the figure rose to nearly 
half last year. Humanoid ro-
bots are being deployed in 
logistics, while autonomous 

machines are taking on tasks 
such as traffic management 
and food delivery.

The shift comes amid high 
youth unemployment, with 
joblessness among 16-to-24-
year-olds outside education 
nearly three times the na-
tional average.
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MILAN 

Red Bull team principal Laurent Mekies 
has addressed the sharp radio comments 
made by Max Verstappen during the Ital-
ian Grand Prix, where the reigning world 
champion exasperatedly claimed that the 
rear axle on his RB22 machine was “bro-
ken again”. 

Clarifying the dramatic radio outburst, 
senior team management confirmed that 
the remark did not point to a sudden 
structural failure or mechanical breakage. 
Instead, it served as a figurative and 
pointed description of a deeply frustrating 
aerodynamic and mechanical phenome-
non that has consistently plagued the 
team’s ride performance. According to 
engineers, the core issue centers on how 
specific vehicle parameters evolve nega-
tively as a practice session or a Grand 
Prix race distance progresses. 

Speaking to media representatives after 
the race weekend, Mekies openly validat-

ed his driver’s technical feedback. The 
team principal admitted that Red Bull is 
grappling with an intricate performance 
degradation loop that diminishes the car’s 
efficiency over time. Rather than standard 
tire wear, the car itself appears to lose op-
timal operating windows and stability as 
temperatures and track conditions shift. 

Mekies acknowledged that this hurdle 
is far from a brand-new dilemma, noting 
that it has hindered their consistency un-
der the current technical regulations. Be-
cause the underlying mechanical and 
aerodynamic interactions are deeply com-

plicated, finding a definitive, instant rem-
edy has proven elusive for the Milton 
Keynes-based outfit. While the engineer-
ing department continues to test incre-
mental updates and gather vital telemetry 
data to combat the flaw, team insiders 
suggest that a comprehensive solution 
may require extensive development 
stretching well into future championship 
campaigns. For now, Red Bull faces the 
ongoing challenge of optimizing setup 
configurations to mitigate performance 
drop-off and support their star driver’s 
push at the front of the grid.

Red Bull addresses Max’s 
car performance issues

Red Bull principal 
Laurent Mekies 
addressed Max 

Verstappen’s 
Italian Grand Prix 

radio outburst, 
clarifying recurring 

aerodynamic 
performance 

struggles.

Verstappen jokes about 
moving aside for 

Raikkonen
Formula One champion Max 

Verstappen recently cracked a 
lighthearted joke about eventu-

ally stepping down to make room 
for a rising new star. Red Bull 

recently announced that young 
karting talent Robin Räikkönen, 

son of 2007 world champion 
Kimi Räikkönen, will join their 
junior team in 2027. Speaking 

with reporters, Verstappen joked 
that by the time the teenager 

reaches Formula One, he might 
need to move aside to secure a 

seat for him. Verstappen reflect-
ed on meeting the father and son 
duo recently, praising the young 
driver’s promising new partner-

ship with Red Bull.

LONDON 

Seven-formula-one world champion Lewis 
Hamilton has opened up about one of the 
most psychologically and professionally 
daunting chapters of his early racing career, 
recalling the tense period when he tempo-
rarily lost his crucial backing and contrac-
tual association with the McLaren Formula 
1 team.

Long before breaking records and secur-
ing his legendary status at the pinnacle of 
motorsport, a teenage Hamilton was hand-
picked by then-McLaren boss Ron Dennis 
to join the Woking-based outfit’s prestigious 
young driver support programme. Eager to 
accelerate his progression through the junior 
formulae, the young British driver constant-
ly pushed team management for promotion. 
During his climb up the motorsport 
ladder in 2005, Hamilton com-
peted in the Formula 3 Euro-
pean championship under the 
guidance of Frédéric Vas-
seur, who currently serves 
as his Team Principal at 
Ferrari.

Reflecting on those 
high-pressure formative 
years, Hamilton admitted 
that his youthful impatience 
frequently led him to place 
immense pressure on team ex-
ecutives. He frequently contacted 
senior McLaren figures like Martin 
Whitmarsh on a weekly basis, pressing for 
cockpit opportunities and pushing to grad-
uate into the newly established GP2 Series 
for the 2005 season.

This relentless push for advancement in-
advertently triggered a major crisis. McLar-
en briefly severed ties with the junior prod-
igy, terminating his contract amidst dis-
agreements over his career trajectory and 
impatience. 

Hamilton has since described losing that 
vital corporate backing as one of the most 

terrifying and challenging phases 
of his entire life, threatening to 
derail his Formula 1 dreams be-
fore they could materialize.

Demonstrating extraordinary 
resilience, Hamilton channeled 
the setback into his racing per-

formances. He secured rides for 
upcoming Formula 3 fixtures, 

dominated the field, and delivered 
victories that immediately convinced 

McLaren leadership to reinstate his con-
tract.

That pivotal recovery paved the way for 
his dominant 2006 GP2 campaign, where he 
claimed the championship title under Vas-
seur’s stewardship. A decisive test session 
in Jerez followed, culminating in a memo-
rable conversation on the starting grid at 
Monza alongside Ron Dennis—a moment 
Hamilton credits as the exact turning point 
that forever altered the trajectory of his life 
and set the stage for his historic 2007 F1 
debut alongside Fernando Alonso.

Hamilton recalls pivotal 
moment in F3 career

Lewis 
Hamilton 

reflected on how 
losing McLaren’s 

backing during his 
junior racing days 

nearly shattered his F1 
dreams before a 

resilient comeback 
revived his 

career.

SILVERSTONE 

Veteran Formula 1 world champion 
Fernando Alonso has firmly reiter-
ated his unwavering trust in Hon-
da’s long-term capabilities, despite 
what has proven to be a deeply 
challenging and painful start to As-
ton Martin’s new high-profile 
works partnership under the sport’s 
sweeping 2026 technical regula-
tions. 

The historic alliance brought 
Honda back to the pinnacle of mo-
torsport as a dedicated power unit 
supplier following their official hi-
atus after capturing the 2021 world 
championship with Red Bull. How-
ever, the introduction of the 2026 
regulations—featuring a near-even 
split between internal combustion 
and electric power alongside com-
plex energy management de-
mands—has triggered immediate 
performance and reliability hurdles 
for the Silverstone-based squad. 
With Aston Martin languishing near 
the rear of the grid and scoring only 
a handful of points during the open-
ing phase of the campaign, ques-
tions have inevitably arisen regard-
ing the trajectory of the project. 

Despite the on-track difficulties, 
Alonso remains entirely confident 
in the manufacturer’s technical in-
frastructure and institutional knowl-
edge. Pointing to Honda’s world-

class testing and manufacturing fa-
cilities in Japan, the Spanish driver 
emphasized that the marque pos-
sesses immense corporate commit-
ment and has reinforced its manage-
ment and engineering ranks with 
key personnel who orchestrated 
their previous championship-win-
ning success. 

“Yes, 100%. I think it’s a huge 
commitment from 
Honda,” Alonso 
shared with me-
dia outlets in-
cluding Racing-
News365. “The 
facilities we have 
in Japan are one 
of the best. The 
personnel and the 
management of 
the power unit 
now has 

been reinforced as Honda said, and 
a lot of people that were in the pre-
vious project, they are in again on 
this one. So, I think I have no 
doubts, and I trust Honda 100%.” 

Acknowledging that the partner-
ship began on the wrong foot under 
the stringent new rulebook, Alonso 
stressed the collective urgency to 
compress the traditional develop-
ment cycle. While past engine sup-

plier returns required half a de-
cade or more to reach competi-
tive parity, the 45-year-old dou-
ble world champion insisted 
that the current alliance aims 
to accelerate progress dramat-
ically. 

“We just need to shortcut 
somehow that process,” Alonso 

noted regarding their recovery 
timeline. “Unfortunately, we start-

ed on the wrong foot, and we start-
ed with these set of regulations 

not at the level that we 
wanted, but I have no 

doubts that they will 
get there. We don’t 
want to wait five 
years like they 
did last time, or 
six years. We 
want to do it in 
two years or 
t h r e e  y e a r s 
maximum.” 

Alonso maintains full trust 
in Honda’s F1 project

MADRID 

Former Formula 1 team boss Guenther 
Steiner has publicly criticized Lando Nor-
ris, describing the British driver’s behavior 
as unprofessional after he brought a can of 
Coca-Cola into the cool-down room fol-
lowing the Spanish Grand Prix.

Norris secured a third-place finish at the 
Madrid circuit after previously fighting for 
race victory contention. As drivers congre-
gated in the post-race holding area, circuit 
personnel instructed Norris regarding the 
beverage container in his hand, to which 
the reigning champion retorted that he had 
just completed a grueling race and was en-
titled to consume whatever he preferred.

The incident sparked widespread pad-
dock commentary regarding official spon-
sorship exclusivity. Because rival beverage 
giant Pepsi maintains a lucrative, official 
sponsorship partnership with Formula 1, 

displaying competitor branding or products 
during broadcasted official ceremonies vi-
olates commercial protocol. Addressing the 
situation on The Red Flags podcast, Stein-
er pulled no punches regarding driver eti-
quette.

“If you are a professional, you don’t do 
that. End of story,” Steiner stated. “You 
know what you can do and what you can-

not do. You’re well trained. He shouldn’t 
have done it. 

Is it a bad thing that he did it? Will 
somebody get hurt? No. But as a pro, you 
shouldn’t do it. But he has done it. And 
you know what? I couldn’t give a shit!” 
Steiner noted that commercial obligations 
govern every square inch of modern grand 
prix hosting zones. “It’s all going by cat-
egories. They sell it and obviously if you 
don’t pay, you cannot have it. And he had 
a Coke. It was not the smartest thing to 
do.”

Despite the regulatory breach, Steiner 
suggested that the unauthorized product 
placement ultimately delivered an acci-
dental marketing windfall for the bever-
age manufacturer. “If they wouldn’t have 
said anything, nobody would have even 
noticed, but because it was so bumped up 
now it’s a thing, and now Coca-Cola is 
laughing,” he concluded.

Norris criticised over ‘cool-down room’ incident

BRACKLEY 

Mercedes championship leader Kimi 
Antonelli has firmly rejected sugges-
tions that he has assumed the role of 
the undisputed primary driver within 
the Brackley-based squad, despite 
building a commanding 81-point ad-
vantage at the summit of the standings.

The young Italian talent has enjoyed 
a stellar sophomore campaign under 
Formula 1’s sweeping new 2026 tech-
nical regulations, establishing himself 
as the heavy favorite to claim his 
maiden world drivers’ title. As Anton-
elli has consistently held the upper 
hand over teammate George Russell—
who has faced ongoing struggles 
adapting to the new vehicle design—
pundits have increasingly debated in-
ternal team dynamics. Speculation in-
tensified earlier this month during the 
Italian Grand Prix when tactical strat-
egy decisions under a virtual safety car 
saw Antonelli fitted with fresh tires 
while Russell remained on track, trig-
gering widespread theories of prefer-
ential treatment.

Addressing the media, including 
RacingNews365, Antonelli dismissed 
any notion of a formalized hierarchy 
within the garage, emphasizing that 
equality remains a foundational prin-

ciple for the Silver Arrows.
“Within Mercedes, I feel like there’s 

no number one driver in the team,” 
Antonelli stated. “The team, rightly so, 
they want to give us both the same op-
portunities. Of course, George is an 
incredible driver and he’s been on 
form in the past two races. So for sure, 
I don’t feel like there’s a number one 
driver.”

Russell has similarly echoed these 
sentiments, maintaining that both com-
petitors enjoy identical treatment and 
equipment as the championship battle 
intensifies. Antonelli’s meteoric rise to 
the forefront of the grid in just his sec-
ond season has caught many observers 
by surprise, yet the Italian insists he 
does not view himself as the definitive 
team leader.

“The team treat us the same way, 
they give us the same opportunities. So 
for sure, I don’t feel like I’m the true 
leader,” Antonelli added. “I feel like 
we’re both on the same level and that’s 
the way it is.”

As the Formula 1 season enters its 
final stretch, Mercedes remains com-
mitted to maintaining a balanced ap-
proach, allowing both drivers equal 
opportunities to fight for race victories 
and secure maximum points for the 
constructors’ championship.

Antonelli dismisses 
Mercedes “team 
leader” theoriesMARANELLO 

Ferrari star Charles Leclerc has 
provided a fascinating glimpse 
into his long-term professional 
future, revealing that he plans to 
transition into driver manage-
ment once his illustrious For-
mula 1 driving career eventually 
comes to a close.

The Monegasque driver, who 
recently secured his long-term 
future with the Scuderia through 
a multi-year contract extension, 
remains firmly anchored in the 
present. Having joined the es-
teemed Ferrari Driver Academy 
in 2016 before graduating to a 
full-time race seat with the Ital-
ian outfit in 2019, the 28-year-
old is operating at the absolute 
peak of his physical and com-
petitive powers. With a burning 
ambition to capture a world 
drivers’ championship in red, 
Leclerc insists that his immedi-
ate focus remains entirely cen-
tered on extracting maximum 
performance on the track.

However, during a recent ap-
pearance on the Beyond The 
Grid podcast, the conversation 
naturally drifted toward post-re-
tirement horizons. When explic-
itly questioned about whether 
he would consider mentoring 
and managing younger racing 
talent in the future, Leclerc ex-
pressed definitive enthusiasm 
for the prospect. “One day, 100 
per cent,” Leclerc shared during 
the podcast. “I spoke about it 
with my manager, Nicolas 
[Todt], who does this himself, 
whether it would be interesting 
to do that together once I’m 
done.

I don’t see it right now. At 
the moment, I’m 200 per cent 
focused on racing, on my driv-
ing and trying to make Ferrari 
win. When I turn the page, I 
most likely will stay around to 
do just that.”

While a management role 
with Nicolas Todt appeals to 
his long-term aspirations, Le-
clerc maintains a distinct aver-
sion to the heavy political 
machinations that characterize 
elite motorsport. Emphasizing 
his commitment to authenticity, 
the Ferrari charger noted that 
he has zero interest in playing 
political games within the pad-
dock.

BENGALURU 

Local snooker star Shaik Na-
jeeb Ahmed has made his city 
proud. The thirty-year-old pla 
yer won India’s very first offi-
cial Snooker 900 India Quali-
fier after an intense four-day 
battle in Bengaluru. Ahmed 
triumphed over Aarav Sanche-
ti in a thrilling final match.

The exciting tournament 
brought together thirty-two tal-
ented players from across the 
country. Thanks to this big 
win, Ahmed has secured a fully 
sponsored trip to the United 
Kingdom. He will travel to 
Crucible Reading to compete 
on an international stage this 
November, with his games 
broadcast live on Pluto TV. 

Heyball Academy is backing 
his journey every step of the 
way.

The fast-paced event was 
organized by Heyball Acade-
my alongside Snooker 900 UK 
and Pluto TV. Famous UK pro-
moter Jason Francis created 
this unique format, which fea-
tures quick fifteen-minute 
frames and a tight twenty-sec-
ond shot clock to keep fans on 
the edge of their seats.

Pranit Ramchandani, who 
founded the academy, hopes to 
open more doors for Indian 
players. This landmark event 
proves that local talent is ready 
to shine globally. Fans are now 
cheering for Ahmed as he pre-
pares to represent India on the 
world stage.

Bengaluru Cue Star 
Wins Big UK Chance 

Leclerc hints 
at future driver 

management 
ambitions
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