
NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air 
Q u a l i t y  M a n a g e m e n t 
(CAQM) told the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday that ve-
hicular pollution is the highest 
contributor to air pollution in 
Delhi-NCR and recommend-
ed 15 long-term measures to 
improve the worsening Air 
Quality Index (AQI).

Appearing for CAQM, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
Aishwarya Bhati told a bench 
comprising Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul 
M Pancholi that a meta-anal-
ysis of studies from 2015 to 
2025 attributes PM2.5 in Del-

hi to a mix of primary emis-
sions and secondary particu-
late formation from sources 
within the National Capital 
Region (NCR).

CAQM recommends mea-
sures to be introduced in a 
phased manner:
n Time-bound phasing out of 
polluting vehicles from Del-
hi-NCR based on emission 
potential.
n Strengthening of PUC 2.0 
and monitoring of on-road ve-
hicles with remote sensing 
devices. 
n Augmenting Regional Rail 
Transport and Metro Rail net-
work with more lines and sta-
tions in Delhi and NCR.

n  Developing Multi-Modal 
Transport hubs connecting 
Metro, Regional Rapid Tran-
sit System. 
n Ensuring last-mile connec-
tivity along with a real-time 
passenger information system 
with location-based tracking 
of public transport.
n Reviewing and revising re-

spective electric vehicle poli-
cies to accelerate the transi-
tion of all vehicles to zero 
tailpipe emission vehicles in 
Delhi-NCR. Giving higher 
incentives to owners for 
scrapping their old vehicles.
n Expanding EV charging in-
frastructure including swap-
pable battery stations expedi-
tiously commensurate with 
vehicle growth. 
n  Permitting retrofitting of 
vehicles to EV certification 
by ARAI/ICAT.
n Augmenting city public bus 
service through E-buses/ 
CNG according to model 
yardsticks and service level 
benchmark of Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Adminis-

tration (MoHUA) based on 
population.
n  Developing a plan for 
CNG/ LNG fuelling network 
in NCR and on highways to 
shift long-haul trucking and 
other commercial vehicles to 
gas.
n Installing ANPR cameras 
and automated RFID ensuring 
Multi-Lane Free Flow enabled 
Toll/ Cess collection at all bor-
der entry points of Delhi.
n Deploying integrated traffic 
management system in Delhi 
and other major urban ag-
glomerates, particularly Noi-
da, Greater Noida, Ghaziabad, 
Meerut, Gurugram, Faridabad 
and Sonipat for smooth and 
improved traffic movement.

‘Vehicular pollution top contributor to Delhi-NCR smog’
FIRECRACKERS RELIEVED!
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Markets Expect 
Greenland Deal 

After Davos, 
Says Ajay Bagga

Alcaraz, Sabalenka, 
Gauff surge into 
Australian Open 

third round
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The Truth Speaks

Want immediate negotiations  
to acquire Greenland: Trump  

Trump also said for the first time that he would not use military force in pursuit of the territory

WEF - DAVOS

DAVOS (SWITZERLAND)

US President Donald Trump 
on Wednesday called for im-
mediate negotiations toward a 
deal to acquire Greenland, 
adding that he would not use 
force in his campaign for the 
northern island.

“I’m seeking immediate ne-
gotiations to once again to 
discuss the acquisition of 
Greenland by the United 
States,” he told world leaders 
gathered in Davos, Switzer-
land.

Trump said only the US 
was capable of securing 
Greenland and the urgent 

need for negotiations had 
nothing to do with rare earths.

‘We were stupid to give 
back Greenland’

Greenland, which has driv-
en a rift between the US and 
the European Union, Trump 
called the country a “big, 
beautiful piece of ice”. Reit-
erating that no one other than 
the US could defend Green-
land, he said the country was 
“stupid” to give it back to 
Denmark after World War II, 
only to get ingratitude in  
return.

Europe is not headed in 
the right direction, Trump 

said at the World Eco-
nomic Forum, in a direct 

attack on a continent that 
has historically shared a 

close alliance with the US 
superpower. He proclaimed 

America as an “econom-
ic engine on the planet.” 

Slamming Europe, he said 
parts of the continent 

were “not recognizable.” 
“The USA is the economic 
engine on the planet. And 
when America booms, the 

entire world booms. It’s 
been the history,” he said at 

Davos, adding, “I love Europe, 
and I want to see Europe go 
good, but it’s not heading in 

the right direction.” 

 US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday re-

peated his claim of solving 
eight international wars, 
including India-Pakistan 
conflict last year, during 

his one year of presidency. 
The US President made 

the remark in an address at 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland. “I am 
now working on this war 
for one year during which 
time I settled eight other 

wars, (including) India-Pa-
kistan. I have settled other 
wars that were. Vladimir 
Putin called me... Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan. He said 

that I can’t believe you set-
tled that. They were going 

on for 35 years,” he said.

US President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday reiter-
ated that Iran would be 

wiped “off the face of this 
earth” if any attempt was 
made to assassinate him, 
issuing one of his stron-
gest warnings yet amid 

rising tensions between 
Washington and Tehran. 

Trump, as per reports, 
said he had given what 
he described as “very 

firm instructions” to his 
advisers. “If anything 

happens, they’re going  
to wipe them off the  
face of this earth,” he 
said, adding that the 

entire country would be 
“blown up” in the event  

of such an attack. 

‘Will wipe Iran off 
the face of earth’

‘Settled 8 wars, 
including India-Pak’

‘Europe not headed 
in right direction’

Sify Tech set to launch, 
Bharti keen to set up data 
centres in K’taka: MB Patil

DAVOS

While Sify Technologies, an 
Indian ICT company, is set to 
inaugurate a new data centre 
facility in Karnataka shortly, 
Bharti Enterprises has ex-
pressed interest in setting up a 
data centre in the state, Large 
and Medium Industries Minis-
ter MB Patil has announced.

During the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, the state del-
egation comprising Deputy 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar and Minister MB Patil 
held a series of high-level 
meetings with global corpora-
tions, technology firms and 
academic institutions, highlight-
ing Karnataka’s execution capa-
bility, strong talent base and in-
vestor-friendly ecosystem. 

Sify Technologies highlight-

ed Karnataka’s central role in 
its growth journey. The com-
pany has made significant in-
vestments in data centres in 
Bengaluru and is set to inaugu-
rate a new facility shortly. Dis-
cussions also covered the pos-
sibility of developing data 
centres in Tier-2 cities across 
Karnataka to promote balanced 
regional growth, leveraging 
improved connectivity, power 
availability and infrastructure.

Rajan Bharti Mittal, VC of 
Bharti Enterprises, noted the 
diversified Indian conglomer-
ate has already made cumula-
tive investments of around 
₹13,000 crore in the state. He 
expressed interest in setting up 
a data centre in the state, dis-
cussions centred on land avail-
ability, water requirements and 
supporting infrastructure.

Cong, BJP–JD(S) 
brace for stormy 

legislature session
BENGALURU

The joint session of the Karna-
taka legislature, which will 
begin on Thursday, is expected 
to be stormy, with confronta-
tion anticipated between the 
ruling Congress and the oppo-
sition BJP-JD (S) combine on 
a host of issues, including the 
“repeal” of the MGNREGA by 
the Centre.

The session from 22 to 31 
January will begin with Gov-
ernor Thaawarchand Gehlot’s 
customary address to the joint 
sitting of the legislature on 
Thursday.

Confrontation is expected 
between the treasury and op-
position benches as the ruling 
Congress is planning to pass a 
resolution against the BJP-led 
NDA government at the centre 
for repealing the UPA era 
MGNREGA, and demand for 
its restoration by scrapping the 
new Viksit Bharat Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin).

The state government’s 
move coincides with the Con-
gress’s nationwide campaign 
“Save MGNREGA”.

The Karnataka cabinet has 

decided not to accept the re-
cently enacted VB-G RAM G 
Act, replacing the MGNRE-
GA, and to take up a legal bat-
tle against it.

The opposition BJP too is 
preparing to counter the ruling 
Congress’s “misinformation 
campaign” by seeking to high-
light that the VB-G RAM G 
Act revamps MGNREGA, 
aimed at strengthening rural 
employment and livelihood. 
The opposition party is also 
likely to point out reports 
about alleged misappropria-
tion of funds under the erst-
while legislation.

BJP President BY Vijay-
endra had recently accused 
CM Siddaramaiah of using the 
legislature session to save his 
chair, along with spreading 
false propaganda against the 
central government’s pro-
grammes.

Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot Wednes-
day refused to address the joint session of the state 

legislature scheduled to be held from January 22, official 
sources said on Wednesday. A high-level delegation led 

by Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister HK Patil rushed 
to the Lok Bhavan (previously Raj Bhavan) to meet the 
Governor in this regard. “In the wake of the Governor’s 

refusal to address the joint session tomorrow, a high-level 
delegation led by the Law Minister will leave for Raj Bha-
van (Lok Bhavan) at 5.45 pm today,” stated in a release.

Guv refuses to address joint session  

Dhinakaran-led AMMK returns to NDA fold
CHENNAI: Months after walking out of the NDA, TTV Dhina-

karan-led AMMK on Wednesday returned to the AIADMK-led 
bloc in Tamil Nadu. Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam 

(AMMK) founder-leader Dhinakaran met senior BJP leader 
and Union Minister Piyush Goyal and was formally re-induct-

ed into the National Democratic Alliance (NDA). AIADMK 
chief Edappadi K Palaniswami welcomed Dhinakaran. 

QUICK READ

Months after Gen Z stir, 
4 ex-PMs enter poll race
KATHMANDU

Several months after Nepal 
witnessed Gen Z–led protests 
demanding political change, 
four four former prime minis-
ters have entered the electoral 
fray by filing nominations 
from different constituencies 
for the general eletions sched-
uled for March 5.

Communist Party of Nepal 
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) 
chair and deposed prime minis-
ter K P Sharma Oli, is contest-
ing from Jhapa-5 while former 
Prime Minister Pushpakamal 
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ of Commu-

nist Party of Nepal (Maoist 
Centre) has filed nomination 
from Rukum East.

Two other former PMs 
--Madhav Kumar Nepal of Ne-
pali Communist Party and Ba-
buram Bhattarai of Pragatisheel 
Lokatantrik Party -- have filed 
nominations from Rautahat-1 
and Gorkha-2 constituencies 
respectively.

However, another two for-
mer prime ministers --Nepali 
Congress leader Sher Bahadur 
Deuba and senior leader of 
Nepali Communist Party Jha-
la Nath Khanal -- are not in 
the race.

‘No appeal filed 
after purification 
of electoral rolls’

NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar on Wednesday 
showcased the Special Inten-
sive Revision and subsequent 
election in Bihar to highlight 
India’s robust electoral system 
before international poll man-
agement bodies, saying no ap-
peal was filed after the “purifi-
cation of the electoral rolls” 
and no repolls were required 
after the voting.

Inaugurating the India Inter-
national Conference on De-
mocracy and Election Manage-
ment 2026, he said the Booth 
Level Officer (BLO), the 
ground-level functionary who 
helps in preparing electoral 
rolls, is the foundational pillar 
of electoral democracy in the 
country. His comments on the 
Bihar SIR came amid the oppo-
sition questioning the exercise.

Space legend  
Sunita Williams 
signs off

New Delhi: NASA aastronaut Sunita Williams, one of the 
most accomplished figures in modern human spaceflight, 
has retired from the space agency, capping a stellar 27-year 
career. With a remarkable career spanning three missions 
to the International Space Station, Williams (60) set sev-
eral records for human spaceflight, including spending 608 
days in space, the second most by a NASA astronaut.

Early career & military 
(1987-1998)

1987: Commissioned as 
an Ensign in the U.S. 

Navy after graduating 
from the Naval 

Academy.

1989: Designated a 
Naval Aviator, flying 

H-46 Sea Knight 
helicopters.

1990s: Deployed for 
operations like Desert 

Shield and provided 
relief during Hurricane 

Andrew.

1993: Attended the U.S. 
Naval Test Pilot School.

1995: Earned a Master’s in 
Engineering Management.

Most cumulative 
spacewalk time by a 

woman (62 hours,  
9 mins).

Longest single 
spaceflight for a  

woman (195 days).
First person to run a 

marathon and a 
triathlon in space.

ISS Commander. 

NASA Astronaut  
(1998-2026) 

1998: Selected as a 
NASA astronaut 
candidate.

2001 (STS-108):  
First spaceflight.

2006-2007 
(Expeditions 14 & 15): 
Longest single 
spaceflight for a woman 
(195 days), performed 
spacewalks, became 
first person to run a 
marathon in space 
(2007).

2012 (Expeditions  
32 & 33): Served as 
Flight Engineer and ISS 
Commander, completed 
a triathlon in space, set 
new female spacewalk 
records.

2024-2025 (Boeing 
Crew Flight Test):  
Flew on Starliner’s first 
crewed mission, 
extended stay on ISS 
due to technical issues, 
returned via SpaceX 
Dragon, setting new 
record for cumulative 
spacewalks by a woman 
(over 62 hours). 

Anyone who 
knows me 

knows that 
space is my 

absolute 
favourite 

place to be.
—Sunita 
Williams

Key achievements  
& records

Retirement (2026)
Retired from NASA in January 2026  

after 27 years, culminating a distinguished  
career in aviation and spaceflight.

 More on page 8



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   JANUARY 22, 2026 
BENGALURU CITY2

HC Notices Separate Ballots for Women Candidates
BENGALURU

The High Court has issued a 
notice to the State Bar Council 
regarding a petition seeking 
recognition of women candi-
dates under the reservation 
quota as a separate category, 
and to arrange separate  
ballot papers for voting in  
the upcoming elections on 
March 11.

The petition was filed by 
advocate Sandhya U Prabhu, 
who aims to contest the elec-
tions. A single-judge bench 
headed by Justice BM Shyam 

Prasad issued notices to the 
Karnataka State Bar Council, 
the Bar Council of India, and 
the Returning Officer, asking 
the respondents to state their 
positions. The hearing was 
adjourned to February 6.

The court rejected the peti-
tioner’s interim plea seeking a 
stay on the January 5 election 
notification, clarifying that 
the election will proceed as 
scheduled.

Advocate Prabhu, appear-
ing in person, explained that 
elections will fill 18 State Bar 
Council seats, with 7 reserved 

for women. Of these, 2 are 
directly appointed by the Bar 
Council of India, while elec-
tions will be held for the re-
maining 5 seats. “With more 
than 200 candidates contest-
ing, it will be difficult for  
voters to identify women can-

didates under the reserved 
quota. A separate category 
and ballot papers would 
simplify the process,” she  
argued.

Earlier, in February 2025, 
the High Court had rejected a 
plea seeking reservation for 
lawyers from backward class-
es and Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes in Bangalore Bar Asso-
ciation office-bearer elections, 
noting that only the Supreme 
Court could authorize such 
reservations.

In separate petitions filed 
by the All India Backward 

Classes Lawyers Foundation 
and the Karnataka SC, ST 
Backward Classes Lawyers 
Federation, a bench headed 
by  Jus t ice  R Devadas  
declined to pass any orders.

The Bar Council elections 
remain on track, but the peti-
tion by Prabhu has raised 
questions about transparency 
and accessibility for women 
candidates under the reserva-
tion quota. The court’s  
upcoming February hearing 
will determine whether sepa-
rate ballot papers will be 
mandated.

QUOTA BALLOT PETITION

QUICK READ

Lamborghini caught 
speeding, driver 

booked

Ram Madhav, Shobha 
Karandlaje appointed 

BJP election in-charges

36-year-old man  
killed in hit-and-run 

in Bengaluru

Bengaluru
Acting suo motu on a vid-

eo circulating on social 
media, Kengeri traffic po-

lice have booked the 
owner of a Lamborghini 

luxury car for rash driving 
and using a faulty silencer. 
The incident came to light 

after dashcam footage 
from another vehicle 

showed the Lamborghini 
suddenly speeding dan-
gerously on Mysuru Road 
in the Kengeri area. Police 

traced the Maharash-
tra-registered car to a res-

idence in Hejjalla. The 
owner told investigators 

that he had already paid a 
fine to the RTO for the 

faulty silencer and 
claimed he would replace 

it soon. However, police 
registered a fresh case 
under Bharatiya Nyaya 

Sanhita Section 281 and 
provisions of the Motor 

Vehicles Act.

Bengaluru
The Bharatiya Janata 

Party has named election 
in-charges for upcoming 

Kerala Assembly and 
Greater Bengaluru Au-

thority polls. Ram 
Madhav, former BJP na-
tional general secretary, 

will oversee Greater Ben-
galuru Corporation elec-
tions, with Satish Poonia 
and Sanjay Upadhyay as 

co-in-charges. Union 
Minister Shobha Karand-
laje has been appointed 
Kerala Assembly co-in-
charge, while National 

General Secretary Vinod 
Tawde takes overall 

charge of Kerala elec-
tions. The appointments 
were issued by BJP Na-

tional President Nitin 
Nabin Ji as the party pre-
pares for strategic coor-

dination ahead of the 
crucial state and local 

body polls.

Bengaluru
A 36-year-old man, Par-
ashuram of Madapatna, 
Yadgir district, was killed 
after being hit by an uni-

dentified vehicle near 
Kammasandra in Ben-
galuru North taluk. He 

was walking to a friend’s 
house when the accident 
occurred. The vehicle and 
driver fled the scene im-
mediately. Parashuram 

sustained severe head in-
juries and was declared 
dead on the spot. Ma-

danayakanahalli police 
have registered a case 

and launched an investi-
gation. Efforts are ongo-

ing to trace the driver and 
vehicle involved. The inci-
dent highlights growing 

concerns over road  
safety and hit-and-run  

accidents in the city.

India must become 
innovation-driven 

powerhouse: Governor
India is emerging as a global powerhouse driven  
by knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurship

BENGALURU

Universities should actively 
nurture startups that address 
pressing challenges in rural 
development, health, educa-
tion, environment, and digital 
inclusion, said Governor Tha-
warchand Gehlot. Speaking at 
the Association of Indian Uni-
versities South Zone Vice 
Chancellors Meet: 2025-26, 
hosted by MS Ramaiah Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences, 
he emphasized that India can 
shift from a knowledge-based 
economy to an innovation-led 
superpower only when uni-
versities become hubs of en-
trepreneurship.

Highlighting the need for 
youth participation in national 
development, Gehlot stressed 
that exposure to cutting-edge 
knowledge and technology 
can enhance students’ produc-
tivity, motivate self-employ-
ment, and contribute to over-
all economic growth. “South 
India has historically led in 
education, science, and tech-

nology. Cities like Bengaluru 
demonstrate that when aca-
demia, research, and industry 
converge, world-class startups 
and innovations emerge. This 
model must be replicated na-
tionwide,” he said.

The conference will also 
discuss fostering entrepre-
neurial thinking among stu-
dents, establishing incubation 
and innovation centers to pro-
mote techno-nationalism, and 
strengthening university-indus-
try collaboration for startup 
development. “Entrepreneur-
ship is not just a tool for eco-
nomic growth; it drives social 
change, sustainable develop-
ment, and inclusive progress,” 
the Governor added.

Governor Gehlot lauded na-
tional initiatives such as Start-
up India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, 
and Make in India, emphasiz-
ing that the future depends on 
preparing graduates to be-
come job creators. He noted 
that fostering a startup culture 
in higher education develops 
problem-solving ski l ls , 

risk-taking ability, and cre-
ative thinking. Incubation 
centers, startup labs, indus-
try-academia partnerships, 
and mentorship programs of-
fer platforms for students to 
turn ideas into viable products 
and services.

He also praised MS Ra-
maiah University of Applied 
Sciences for its visionary ac-
ademic environment, research 
activities, innovative teach-
ing, interdisciplinary ap-
proach, modern infrastructure, 
and strong industry linkages, 
which provide students op-
portunities for intellectual and 
personal growth. The event 
was attended by MS Ramaiah 
University Chancellor Dr. MR 
Jayaram, AIU President Pro-
fessor Vinay Kumar Pathak, 
General Secretary Dr. Pankaj 
Mittal, and other dignitaries.

This gathering underscores 
the pivotal role of higher edu-
cation in India’s journey from 
a knowledge-based economy 
to a global innovation-driven 
powerhouse.

State Finance Commission 
Prepares GBA Fund Report

BENGALURU

The Chairman of the 5th State 
Finance Commission, Dr C 
Narayanaswamy, stated that 
recommendations for fund al-
location will be prepared in 
line with the newly formed 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) and submitted to the 
state government.

Addressing a review and 
deliberation meeting at the 
GBA Head Off ice ,  Dr 
Narayanaswamy said the re-
port will cover all aspects re-
garding allocation of funds to 
the GBA, the five City Corpo-
rations, and the 369 wards. 
“Suggestions obtained from 
consultations and pilot ward 
visits will be compiled, stud-
ied from multiple perspec-
tives, and included in the final 
recommendations,” he added.

He appreciated the swift 
implementation of the GBA 
by the State Government and 
the proactive response from 
the City Corporations. “The 

system has been formed to 
ensure smooth administration 
across the five City Corpora-
tions,” he said, noting that all 
relevant data has been provid-
ed for analysis.

Dr Narayanaswamy further 
said consultations have been 
held with the City Corpora-
tions, and pilot visits to select 
wards allowed a first-hand 
review of local conditions. 
Recommendations will consid-
er the geographical, economic, 
and social profiles of each cor-
poration, as well as inputs from 
the GBA and city bodies, en-
suring a comprehensive and 
balanced approach.

Present at the meeting were 
members of the 5th State Fi-
nance Commission, Mo-

hamed Sanaulla, RS Phonde, 
Advisor Dr Chaya Dega-
onkar, Special Commissioners 
Dr Harish Kumar, R Ramach-
andran,  Suralkar Vikas 
Kishore, CEO of BSWML 
Karigowda, B-SMILE Tech-
nical Director BS Prahalad, 
Deputy  Commiss ioners 
Gayathri Nayak and Ravin-
dra, Assistant Commissioner 
Girish Nandan, among others.

BOX: GBA Chief Commis-
sioner Maheshwar Rao ex-
plained that BBMP has been 
reorganized into the GBA, 
and five City Corporations 
formed. The West City Cor-
poration, with 112 wards, 
largely residential, may expe-
rience lower tax collection, he 
noted, emphasizing the need 
for efficient fund allocation 
strategies.

The Finance Commission’s 
report will serve as a roadmap 
for equitable resource distri-
bution, guiding Bengaluru’s 
governance under the newly 
established GBA framework.

Over 50 Illegal 
Hoardings Removed in 

Central Bengaluru Drive
BENGALURU

A special drive in Bengalu-
ru Central City Corporation 
limits saw the removal of 
more than 51 unauthorized 
hoardings installed on pe-
destrian skywalks and bus 
shelters in a single day. Ad-
ditional Commissioner (De-
velopment) Daljit Kumar 
said 8 hoardings were re-
moved from pedestrian sky-
walks and 43 from bus shel-
ters across five divisions.

The drive, conducted un-
der the orders of Commis-
sioner Rajendra Cholan, 
targeted illegal hoardings in 
Shanthinagar (7), CV Ra-
man Nagar (6), Shivaji-
nagar (13), Chickpet (22), 
and Gandhinagar (3). Offi-
cials emphasized that the 
initiative aims to curb ille-
gal installations and educate 
the public and organizations 
on compliance.

Executive Engineers, As-

sistant Executive Engineers, 
Advertisement and Revenue 
Officers, along with sanita-
tion staff, actively partici-
pated in the operation. Dal-
jit Kumar added that the 
Corporation will continue 
such drives to remove flex-
es, banners, and hoardings 
that violate regulations, en-
suring public spaces remain 
safe and clutter-free.

The Central City Corpo-
ration has been consistent in 
enforcing rules, warning 
that unauthorized advertis-
ing structures not only 
breach regulations but also 
pose hazards to pedestrians 
and commuters. Citizens 
and businesses are urged to 
follow proper channels for 
installing hoardings and 
banners. This drive rein-
forces the administration’s 
commitment to urban order 
and safety while sending a 
clear message against ille-
gal advertising practices.

Excise DC, 
Superintendent 
Suspended Over 
K25 Lakh Bribe

BENGALURU

The Karnataka state govern-
ment has suspended Excise 
Deputy Commissioner Jaga-
dish Naik and Superintendent 
KM Thammanna, who were 
arrested for allegedly accepting 
a bribe of Rs 25 lakh to issue a 
license for selling liquor. The 
suspensions were issued under 
the Karnataka Civil Services 
(Classification, Control and 
Appeal) Rules, 1957, pending 
further inquiry, said Bhimappa 
P Azure, Under-Secretary, De-
partment of Finance (Excise). 
During this period, Jagadish 
Naik has been transferred to 
Shivamogga, while KM Tham-
manna has been posted to the 
KSBL depot in Tumkur. Both 
officials are barred from leav-
ing their respective headquar-
ters without prior permission 
from the competent authority.

A team led by City Division SP 
Shivaprakash Devaraj conducted 
an operation following allega-
tions that a bribe of Rs 80 lakh 
was demanded and Rs 25 lakh 
accepted to issue liquor licenses 
for a hotel and a microbrewery 
unit. The operation resulted in the 
arrest of Jagadish Naik, KM 
Thammanna, and Constable Lak-
kappa Gani of Batarayanapura 
Division. Authorities have con-
firmed that a detailed investiga-
tion is underway to uncover the 
full extent of the alleged bribery 
and to hold all involved parties 
accountable under the law.

MUDA Scam: Former 
Commissioner Dinesh 

Kumar Denied Bail
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
dismissed the bail petition of 
former Mysore Urban Devel-
opment Authority (MUDA) 
Commissioner GT Dinesh 
Kumar, who sought release 
from judicial custody in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering and illegal plot alloca-
tion case.

Dinesh Kumar, arrested by 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on September 17, 2025, 
faces allegations of misusing 
his authority to allot 283 plots 
worth over Rs 450 crore to 
ineligible individuals and 
transferring illegal funds.  
Following his arrest, ED at-
tached properties valued at 
approximately Rs 40 crore 
b e l o n g i n g  t o  h i m .  A 
chargesheet detailing the ir-
regularities was filed on No-
vember 19, 2025.

Hearing the case, a sin-
gle-judge bench headed by 
Justice Sunil Dutt Yadav not-
ed that prima facie evidence 
exists against the former 
MUDA Commissioner, and 
therefore, he cannot be re-
leased at this stage. The bench 

directed the ED to expedite 
the investigation to prevent 
u n n e c e s s a r y  d e l a y  i n  
judicial proceedings and al-
lowed Dinesh Kumar the lib-
erty to file another bail appli-
cation if the investigation is 
not completed within three 
months.

Dinesh Kumar’s lawyer had 
argued that he was cooperat-
ing fully with the investiga-
tion and was willing to  
abide by court-imposed con-
ditions for bail. However, the 
ED maintained that the  
gravity of the allegations and 
the evidence on record  
justified continued judicial 
custody.

This ruling follows the ear-
lier rejection of Dinesh Ku-
mar’s bail plea by the Special 
Court of People’s Representa-
tives on October 10, 2025. 
The former MUDA Commis-
sioner remains in custody as 
investigations into the alleged 
scam continue. Authorities 
emphasize the ongoing  
probe aims to bring account-
ability for the large-scale mis-
use of public office and illegal 
allotment of valuable urban 
land.

Youth arrested 
for stealing, 

wearing women’s 
lingerie

BENGALURU

A 23-year-old unemployed 
man from Kerala, Amal NG, 
was arrested for stealing 
women’s lingerie and taking 
selfies while wearing them, 
police said. 

The accused, who moved to 
Bengaluru six months ago in 
search of a job and lives in a 
friend’s room in Hebbagodi, 
targeted garments hung out-
side homes and paying guest 
accommodations. He was 
caught stealing inner gar-
ments from a house in Vidy-
anagar, after which residents 
alerted police. During a 
search of his room, authorities 
recovered 15–20 pairs of 
women’s lingerie and multi-
ple photos and videos show-
ing him wearing them. 

Hebbagodi police have reg-
istered a case under relevant 
sections of the Indian Penal 
Code, and investigations are 
ongoing.  Officers have 
warned residents to remain 
vigilant and report suspicious 
activity. Amal remains in po-
lice custody as further inqui-
ries continue into his activi-
ties across the city.

UK national, Lankan caught in boarding pass fraud
BENGALURU

A 52-year-old UK national 
and a Sri Lankan man were 
caught in a boarding pass 
fraud at Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA), ex-
posing a daring plan to bypass 
immigration checks.

Kandiah Rajagopal, a busi-
nessman from West London, 
handed his Virgin Atlantic 
boarding pass to Sharusan 
Kunasekaran, allowing the Sri 
Lankan national to travel ille-
gally to London. Kandiah, 
who had booked a 7:20 am 
flight to London but did not 
board, was arrested and 

lodged in Parappana Agrahara 
Central Prison. Sharusan was 
detained by UK authorities 
and will soon be deported to 
Sri Lanka.

The incident came to light 
when CISF personnel noticed 
Kandiah behaving suspicious-
ly for nearly eight hours in the 
Terminal 2 departure area. 
Immigration checks revealed 
Kandiah was in India on a 
tourist visa and had traveled 
across Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh. 
Investigations showed Sharu-
san had booked a flight to 
Singapore on IndiGo but 
failed to board.

Police learned the two men 
were acquaintances. Sharusan 
could not obtain a UK visa, 
and Kandiah allegedly de-
vised the plan to help him 
reach London illegally. Both 
cleared CISF frisking and im-
migration separately before 
meeting inside a men’s wash-
room, where Kandiah handed 
over his boarding pass. Kan-
diah then booked a ticket to 
Sri Lanka and loitered at the 
airport until detected.

During interrogation, Kandi-
ah stated he has been in the ho-
tel business in London for 30 
years and survived a shootout 
in Trincomalee in 2012.

Leopard sightings trigger 
panic in Nelamangala village

BENGALURU

Veerasagara village in Nela-
mangala taluk is gripped by 
fear following repeated leop-
ard sightings over the past 
three months. The big cat has 
been roaming within village 
limits, preying on livestock and 
stray dogs. Recently, it killed a 
goat and a calf belonging to lo-
cal resident Nagaraju. Just three 
days ago, it reportedly attacked 
and carried away two pet dogs 
owned by Siddaraju. Villagers 
have also reported multiple at-
tacks on stray dogs, with 

CCTV footage capturing the 
leopard chasing a street dog 
through village streets, height-
ening residents’ concerns. Lo-
cals alerted Nelamangala range 
forest officials, but villagers 
claim no concrete action has 
been taken so far. Many ex-
pressed fear for their safety, 
especially during early morn-
ings and at night, and urged 
authorities to intervene prompt-
ly. Residents hope swift mea-
sures will prevent further loss 
of livestock and potential hu-
man-animal conflicts in the 
village.
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Homeless families waiting as housing projects face delays
HAVERI

Thousands of poor families in 
Haveri district headquarters 
continue to live without per-
manent shelter as housing 
projects promised years ago 
remain incomplete. Many 
families are forced to stay in 
temporary sheds built on va-
cant plots near Shanthinagar, 
Basaveshwaranagar bus 
stand, and Nagendranamatti 
areas, facing hardship in all 
seasons.

The Haveri Municipal 
Council had invited applica-
tions nearly four years ago 

under  var ious  hous ing 
schemes through Rajiv Gand-
hi Housing Corporation and 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Housing 
Corporation to provide houses 
to the homeless. Based on 
this, a decision was taken to 

construct 1,112 houses in to-
tal. About 440 houses were 
planned in the Shanthinagar 
area, where Sudugadu Siddha 
families once lived, and an-
other  770 houses  near 
Udayanagar on the outskirts 

of the city.
Under the scheme, Sched-

uled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe beneficiaries were re-
quired to pay ₹1 lakh, with a 
government loan support of 
₹2.28 lakh. General category 
beneficiaries were also asked 
to pay ₹1 lakh and were eligi-
ble for loans up to ₹3.80 lakh. 
The government’s share per 
house was around ₹6.68 lakh. 
Though construction began 
with speed, work slowed 
down over the years, leaving 
families waiting endlessly.

Around 80 Sudugadu Sid-
dha families, who lost shelter 

due to heavy rains earlier, are 
still living in temporary huts. 
They complain of lack of 
roads, drainage, drinking wa-
ter, and vehicle access. Land-
owners are also pressuring 
them to vacate the plots.

Municipal Commissioner 
Kantaraju said construction of 
1,112 houses is underway and 
nearly 480 houses in Shanthi-
nagar are progressing fast. He 
assured that about 280 houses 
will be handed over this year. 
Basic facilities are being pro-
vided, and 35 completed 
houses will be allotted first to 
the homeless, he added.

HOUSING CRISIS

QUICK READ

Thieves snatch  
gold chain  

from woman 

Belagavi Police  
bust diesel  

smuggling network

Gadag survey of  
fixed street vendors 

completed

Hubballi
A woman visiting a Jain 
temple in Arihant Nagar, 

Keshwapur, Hubballi, was 
attacked by bike-borne 

thieves who snatched her 
gold chain in broad day-

light. The incident oc-
curred on Kusagall Road 

when the woman fell dur-
ing the theft. CCTV foot-
age captured the daring 

act, prompting police ac-
tion. Authorities in the Ke-

shwapur police station 
area have increased pa-
trolling and warned resi-
dents, especially women, 
to remain cautious during 

early morning hours.  
Police said they have 

cracked down on similar 
chain-snatching gangs and 
are investigating this case. 
The community is urged to 
report suspicious activity 
to prevent such crimes.

Belagavi
The Belagavi Police 

seized 17,000 liters of die-
sel worth Rs 17 lakh being 
illegally transported from 
Mumbai to Bengaluru and 
arrested the tanker driver, 
Dinesh Kumar Bhagirath 
Ramji, from Rajasthan. 

The operation, led by In-
spector B.R. Gaddekar, 
exposed a large-scale 
smuggling network in-

volving the tanker owner 
Arihant from Tumkur and 
several others from Ra-

jasthan and Maharashtra. 
Police said the diesel was 

imported illegally from 
Gulf countries and sold at 

lower prices locally. A 
case has been registered 

under the Motor Spirit 
and High-Speed Diesel 
Regulations Act, and in-
vestigations are ongoing 
to trace the buyers and 

full extent of the network.

Gadag
The Gadag-Betageri Mu-
nicipality has completed 
the survey of fixed street 
vendors in two zones un-

der its jurisdiction. The 
Municipal Commissioner 

said that if any eligible 
street vendors were left 
out or if the public has 
objections, they should 

contact the De-Nalma Di-
vision at the municipality 
office immediately. Ven-
dors need to submit nec-
essary documents to en-
sure their inclusion in the 

official survey list. The no-
tice aims to make the sur-
vey accurate and fair. Mu-

nicipal authorities have 
urged all street vendors 

and residents to cooper-
ate and report discrepan-
cies without delay to help 
maintain proper records 

and support local  
businesses.

Sriramulu apologizes for 
naming POCSO victim

Sriramulu stressed immoral activities persist with some support,  
condemning lawlessness and urging authorities to take strict action

BALLARI

Former Minister B. Sriramulu 
expressed regret for mentioning 
the name of a minor victim in a 
POCSO case during a large 
public conference. The event 
was organized to condemn the 
recent banner clash and associ-
ated violence in the region.

Speaking in Ballari, Sriram-
ulu said the conference ad-
dressed several issues affect-
ing society. While highlight-
ing the rise in crimes such as 
murder, drug abuse, and sex-
ual offenses, he admitted he 
also referred to the POCSO 
case and inadvertently re-

vealed the victim’s identity. 
He clarified that his intention 
was to raise awareness about 
social evils and not to harm 
the family.

“If my words have hurt the 

family or the girl, I sincerely 
apologize. I will stand with 
the victim’s family, and the 
BJP will support them in 
seeking justice,” Sriramulu 
said. He added that he cited 
the story of the Ramayana as 
an example to encourage 
awareness and vigilance 
against crimes affecting wom-
en and children.

Sriramulu also emphasized 
that while public representa-
tives cannot be blamed for ev-
ery wrongdoing, immoral ac-
tivities continue in society due 
to support from certain people. 
He condemned the ongoing 
lawlessness and urged the au-

thorities to ensure strict action 
against criminal acts.

The former minister’s apol-
ogy comes amid public dis-
cussion over the handling of 
sensitive cases and the need 
to protect victims’ privacy 
while raising awareness about 
crimes. His statement under-
scores the importance of bal-
ancing awareness campaigns 
with the confidentiality and 
dignity of victims, especially 
children affected by abuse.

Officials and citizens alike 
noted that such awareness ef-
forts must be carried out re-
sponsibly to avoid further 
distress to affected families.

Rare Naga goddess 
sculpture unearthed 

in Lakkundi
GADAG

A rare sculpture of the Naga 
Goddess carved in green 
stone has been discovered 
during ongoing excavation 
work in Lakkundi village, 
Gadag district. The find has 
excited both locals and histo-
rians, with some villagers 
suggesting it may indicate the 
presence of hidden treasures.

The excavation, conducted 
under the supervision of the 
Archaeological Department at 
the historic Kote Veer-
abhadreshwara Temple, is 
now in its sixth day. The new-
ly found Nagadevata sculp-
ture, carved from a stone 
about one foot thick, has been 
safely collected by officials 
and taken for detailed study.

Siddalingeshwar Patil, 
member of the State Advisory 
Committee and the Lakkundi 
Heritage Development Au-
thority, said the discovery 
highlights the historical im-
portance of Lakkundi. “These 
sculptures will help reveal the 
ancient glory of this region to 
the world. The exact period 
and significance will be deter-
mined through scientific 
study,” he noted.

Earlier in the excavation, a 
rare historical Panipeeth, a 
huge rock, and bone frag-

ments were found. The Pa-
nipeeth, discovered in two 
pieces, has a semi-circular 
design, suggesting it belonged 
to the temple sculptures of the 
Chalukya period and is con-
nected to Shaiva worship tra-
ditions. Plans are underway to 
reassemble it scientifically 
under expert guidance.

During the current phase, 
five to six small bone frag-
ments were also found in 
Block A1. Archaeological su-
pervisors carefully collected, 
documented, and sealed them 
for preservation. The ongoing 
excavation is expected to re-
veal more historical remains, 
adding to Lakkundi’s cultural 
and archaeological impor-
tance.

Experts believe the discov-
eries will shed light on an-
cient religious practices and 
the artistic richness of the re-
gion, strengthening Lakkun-
di’s status as a significant 
heritage site.

During excavation, a rare 
Panipeeth, large rock, 

and bone fragments were 
found; the semi-circular 

Panipeeth, linked to 
Chalukya Shaiva temples, 

will be reassembled 
scientifically.

The Public Works Minister assured officers that black spots will be 
addressed with safety measures, signage, corrective engineering works

Minister Jarkiholi reviews accident 
black spots, assures safety
HUBBALLI

Public Works Minister Satish 
Jarkiholi visited the head of-
fice of the North West Karna-
taka Road Transport Corpora-
tion (NWKRTC) and held 
discussions on road safety and 
accident-prone locations iden-
tified across the region. 
During the visit, officials 
highlighted the urgent need 
for corrective steps to reduce 
accidents and protect public 
lives.

Managing Director of 
NWKRTC, Priyanga M., IAS, 
explained detailed survey 
documents prepared by the 
corporation. Using maps and 
illustrations, she informed the 
minister about accident black 
spots identified after a scien-
tific survey conducted by the 
Security and Vigilance De-
partment of the Vakarasa In-
stitute. The findings pointed 
out several dangerous loca-
tions that require immediate 
attention and long-term solu-
tions.

Taking note of the issue, the 
Public Works Minister called 
a meeting of officers from all 
district Public Works Depart-

ments that fall under the juris-
diction of the corporation. He 
assured them that suitable 
safety steps and corrective 
works would be taken at all 
identified black spots. The 
minister agreed to provide full 
support for implementing 
road safety measures, includ-
ing engineering changes, 
warning signs, and other pre-
ventive actions.

The minister said that re-
ducing road accidents is a 
shared responsibility and 
stressed the need for coordi-
nation between departments. 
He assured that instructions 
would be issued to ensure 
timely action and proper mon-
itoring of safety-related 
works. Officials were asked to 

treat the matter with priority 
to prevent loss of lives and 
injuries on highways and ma-
jor roads.

Vice President of Vakarasa 
Institute, Sunil Hanuman, and 
Chief Security and Vigilance 
Officer Ganesh Rathod were 
present during the meeting 
and supported the initiative 
taken by the department.

The Public Relations Offi-
cer of Vakarasa Sanstha said 
the visit and decisions taken 
would help create public 
awareness about road safety. 
The information is being 
shared widely so that citizens 
remain informed about steps 
taken to reduce accidents and 
improve safer travel across 
the region.

Young woman’s 
body found on 

Dharwad 
outskirts

DHARWAD

A tragic incident has shaken 
Dharwad as a 19-year-old 
woman was found dead on 
the outskirts of the city on 
Wednesday. The young wom-
an, a resident of Gandhi 
Chowk, had left home on 
Tuesday afternoon saying she 
was going to a lab.

Her family, worried when 
she did not return home, 
searched throughout the night 
using her mobile phone but 
found no trace. Early Wednes-
day, the body was discovered, 
showing a wound on her 
neck. Authorities suspect that 
miscreants may have mur-
dered her elsewhere and 
dumped the body at the loca-
tion. Police from Dharwad 
Rural and Vidyagiri stations 
immediately visited the site 
and began an investigation. 
The SOCO team is also ex-
amining the scene and collect-
ing evidence. Officials stated 
that more details are expected 
after the post-mortem report.

The young woman had 
studied paramedical courses 
and was seeking a job. Her 
untimely death has left her 
family and local community 
in shock, highlighting con-
cerns about safety in the area.

Savita Maharshi Jayanti 
celebration encourages 

social progress
GADAG

Gadag District Savita Sam-
aj announced the upcoming 
Savita Maharshi Jayanti 
celebration on January 27, 
urging all members to par-
ticipate actively for the 
welfare and progress of so-
ciety.  The event was 
planned during the general 
meeting of the Gadag Dis-
trict Savita Samaj, chaired 
by District President Krish-
na H. Hadapada and guided 
by state leader Hanaman-
thappa Rampur.

The program will begin 
at 3:00 pm with a gar-
land-laying ceremony at 
the first Savita Maharshi 
Circle in the state, located 
on Gangimadi  Road, 
Gadag. Following this, a 
bike rally will proceed to 
the Gadag District Collec-

tor’s office. The main cele-
bration will be held at 4:00 
pm in the Auditorium Hall 
of the Gadag District Ad-
ministration Building under 
the chairmanship of the 
Gadag District Collector.

During the ceremony, 
presidents of various Savita 
Samaj units, achievers, and 
students who excelled in 
SSLC and PUC examina-
tions will be honored. The 
event will also include sub-
mission of petitions to the 
district administration and 
political leaders to address 
the community’s demands 
and encourage those working 
for social progress. Krishna 
H. Hadapada appealed to the 
youth and all community 
members to participate in 
large numbers, emphasizing 
unity and cooperation for the 
betterment of society.

Minister launches ‘Green Bhatkal’ city project
BHATKAL

Fisheries, Ports, and Inland 
Waterways Minister Mankala 
Vaidya launched the ‘INF 
Green Bhatkal’ project, urg-
ing citizens to plant trees and 
maintain a clean environment 
for better health. Speaking at 
the launch organized by the 
Indian Navayat Forum (INF), 
he said, “To stay healthy and 
avoid hospitals, we must de-
velop love for plants and 
trees. Making Bhatkal a 
green, garbage-free city is the 
responsibility of all.”

The minister recalled that 
Bhatkal was once full of 
greenery, which declined over 
time as the city expanded. He 
warned that neglecting the en-
vironment now could lead to 
more health problems in the 
future. Vaidya highlighted 
plans to ensure clean drinking 
water, uninterrupted electrici-

ty, and a garbage-free city. 
Public participation, he said, 
is crucial to achieve these 
goals.

He also assured support for 
converting the dumping 
ground near the municipali-
ty’s water tank into a chil-
dren’s park. Uttara Kannada 
Deputy Commissioner Laksh-
mi Priya praised the initiative, 
emphasizing that protecting 
trees is as important as plant-
ing them. She instructed mu-
nicipal authorities to maintain 
planted trees carefully and 

report any negligence.
Arshad Mohtesham, INF 

Green Bhatkal coordinator, said 
the campaign would soon ex-
pand to Anjuman, Jamia, and 
other major city roads to im-
prove Bhatkal’s environment. 
INF President Aftab Hussain 
Kola welcomed participants, and 
General Secretary Adil Nagara-
math offered thanks. The pro-
gram was attended by officials 
including ADC Zaheer Ahmed, 
Tehsildar Nagendra Kolashetty, 
educational leaders, INF office 
bearers, and many citizens.

Teams rush to 
capture leopard 
near Hubballi

HUBBALLI

Authorities in Hubballi are con-
ducting a major operation to cap-
ture a leopard that has been 
roaming near the city’s airport 
for over a month. The animal, 
first spotted behind the airport on 
December 17, has repeatedly 
evaded capture despite several 
attempts by the Forest Depart-
ment. Bones have been placed at 
three locations, and eleven trap 
cameras have been installed, but 
the leopard has avoided them all. 
To strengthen the operation, 
teams from Bannerghatta Nation-
al Park and Mysore have been 
called, along with two anesthe-
tists from Binkadakatte Zoologi-
cal Park and experts from the 
Dharwad Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Department.

Call for Hindu Rashtra in Dharwad
DHARWAD

Leaders and members of the 
Janajagruti Samiti gathered at 
Ishwar Dev Vasthan in Gand-
hinagar, Dharwad, to discuss 
the promotion of Hindu val-
ues and spirituality. Speaking 
at the meeting, Samiti spokes-
person Raju Daryannavara 
called for the establishment of 
a Hindu Rashtra, saying it 
would strengthen and protect 
the principles of Hinduism 
worldwide.

“Hinduism upholds the no-
ble principle of ‘Sarve Jano 
Sukhino Bhavantu’—may all 
beings be happy,” Daryanna-
vara said. “A Hindu Rashtra 
would not only safeguard 

these values but also help 
spread Sanatan Dharma glob-
ally.”

Another speaker, Madhu-
sudhanshastri, highlighted 
I n d i a ’s  r i c h  h e r i t a g e ,  
noting that the country is 
home to 5,000 years of Hindu 
civilization. He said that es-
tablishing a Hindu nation 
would honor the historical 
and spiritual roots of the 
country.

The event was attended by 
several dignitaries, including 
Ishwar Dev Vasthana Mandal 
President Guru Rajahunasi-
marada, Viresh Pattar, Tara 
Shetty from Sanatan Sanstha, 
and representatives of Sarva 
Mangala Meda.
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Gadag hosts one-day women leadership workshop
GADAG

A one-day special cooperative 
training camp will be held for 
presidents and chief execu-
tives of all women’s coopera-
tive societies in Gadag district 
today, (January 22, 2026). 
The programme will begin at 
10 am at the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting hall in 
Gadag city. The camp is being 
jointly organised by the Co-
operation Department, Gadag, 
Karnataka State Cooperative 
Federation Limited, Bengalu-
ru, and Gadag District Coop-
erative Union Limited.

The training camp aims to 
strengthen leadership skills 
and improve awareness 
among women leaders work-
ing in the cooperative sector. 
C.M. Patil, President of the 

Gadag District Cooperative 
Union, will preside over the 
programme. The event will be 
inaugurated by H.G. Hiregou-
dra, Director of the Karnataka 
State Cooperative Milk Pro-

ducers’ Federation Limited, 
Bengaluru, and recipient of 
the Cooperative Ratna award.

Former President and pres-
ent Director of Dharwad Milk 
Union, Neelkanth Asuti, will 
pay floral tribute to the por-
trait of the Father of the Co-
operative Movement. Dhar-
wad Milk Union Director 
Lingaraj Gowda H. Patil will 
distribute benefit cheques to 
eligible members.

Several dignitaries will at-
tend as chief guests, including 
Vice President of Gadag Dis-
trict Cooperative Union V.F. 
Patil, Director Anita A. 

Kallannavar, Deputy Regis-
trar of Cooperative Societies 
S.S. Kabade, Audit Depart-
ment Deputy Director H. 
Manjappa, and Deputy Direc-
tor Pushpa K. Kadiwala. Co-
operative Development Offi-
cers and officials from differ-
ent taluks will also take part.

As part of the training ses-
sions, experts will speak on 
women empowerment, govern-
ment facilities, vocational 
skills, and employment oppor-
tunities. Dr. Pragya Mattihalli 
will address women empower-
ment, while Padmavati G. will 
explain welfare schemes.

WOMEN POWER WORKSHOP
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Mundaragi allots  
land for Ambedkar 

Bhavan

Mulgund self-help 
group selection  

opens objections

Job fair in  
Talakal on  

Jan 25

Mundaragi
The Mundaragi Munici-
pality has approved the 

allocation of plot number 
15-gunte, R.S.No.330/2, 
on a 30-year lease for 
constructing Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar Bhavan. This 
decision follows a request 

from the Social Welfare 
Department and was fi-

nalized during the Admin-
istrative Officers’ Meeting 
on January 17 under Reso-
lution No. 168. Residents 
with objections have 30 
days from this notice to 
submit written applica-

tions with supporting 
documents to the munici-

pality office. The Chief 
Officer said that if no dis-
putes arise, the munici-
pality will proceed with 
construction plans ac-
cording to government 

rules. The project aims to 
honor Dr. Ambedkar’s  

legacy in the town.

Mulgund
Applications for selecting 

a women’s self-help 
group under the Amrut 

Mitra program, part of the 
central Amrut-2.0 project, 

have been evaluated by 
the Town Panchayat. The 
provisional list of selected 

groups has been dis-
played on the notice 

board for public review. 
Residents or organiza-

tions with objections have 
seven days to submit 

written complaints along 
with supporting docu-

ments to the Town 
Panchayat office. The 

evaluation followed the 
official criteria of the Am-

rut Mitra program. The 
Panchayat emphasized 

transparency and encour-
aged the public to raise 

concerns within the given 
time before final approval 

and implementation  
of the program.

Koppal
Visvesvaraya Technologi-

cal University, Belgaum 
and 1M1B organization 

have organized a job fair 
on January 25 from 9 am 
to 4 pm at the VTU Post-
graduate and Skill Devel-
opment Center in Talakal 
in the district. More than 

30 companies will partici-
pate in the job fair, and 

students and job seekers 
from all disciplines who 

have completed 10th 
class, PUC, graduation 

and post-graduation can 
participate in the live in-

terview of the job fair and 
get employment assis-

tance. Interested parties 
can pre-register on Janu-
ary 23 and 24, said a re-
lease from Visvesvaraya 
Technological University.

Minority girls’ residential 
school gets new building

The district administration, Zilla Panchayat, and Minority Welfare Department 
organized a programme promoting minority children’s education

GADAG

Housing, Minority Welfare 
and Waqf Minister B.Z. Za-
meer Ahmed Khan said all 
residential schools run by the 
Minority Department across 
Karnataka will soon get digi-
tal classroom facilities. He 
made this announcement 
while inaugurating the new 
building of the Morarji Desai 
Residential School for Mi-
nority Girls at Harthi village 
in Gadag taluk.

The programme was organ-
ised by the district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat and Mi-
nority Welfare Department. 
The minister said the state 
government is giving strong 
importance to the education 
of minority children. For this 
purpose, a budget of ₹4,500 

crore has been allotted to the 
Minority Welfare Department, 
and a major share of this 
amount is being used directly 
for education.

He said more than 2.38 lakh 
students are currently study-
ing in residential schools 
across the state. Many of 
these schools were started 
during Chief Minister Sidda-

ramaiah’s earlier term, and 
now the government has de-
cided to open 100 more new 
residential schools to help 
children from poor back-
grounds.

Responding to a request 
made by Gadag District In-
charge Minister Dr. H.K. Pa-
til, Minister Zameer Ahmed 
Khan announced special facil-

ities for the Harthi residential 
school. These include a digital 
library, cricket turf coaching 
ground, and indoor sports fa-
cilities such as chess, carom 
and table tennis.

The minister also said strict 
action is being taken against 
negligence. So far, nine em-
ployees have been suspended 
following surprise inspections 
in different districts. He added 
that the government is giving 
top priority to the health, ac-
commodation and food quali-
ty of children studying in res-
idential schools.

Later, the ministers interact-
ed with the students, listened to 
their needs and assured them 
that their requests would be ful-
filled. Several officials, local 
leaders and community mem-
bers attended the programme.

Sharanas built equal 
society: MLA Hitnal

KOPPAL

MLA K. Raghavendra Hitnal 
said that Sharanas, led by 
Ambigara Choudaiah in the 
12th century, worked to re-
move social evils and build an 
equal society.

He was speaking while in-
augurating the Ambigara 
Choudaiah Jayanti  pro-
gramme organised by the dis-
trict administration, Zilla Pan-
chayat, Kannada and Culture 
Department and Koppal Mu-
nicipal Council at Sahitya 
Bhavan on Wednesday.

The MLA said Choudaiah 
was a true Sharana who cor-
rected social wrongs through 
sharp vachanas and meaning-
ful action. He said celebrating 
Jayanti alone is not enough 
and urged people to adopt his 
values in daily life. He said 
the government is celebrating 
the Jayanti to introduce  
Choudaiah’s life to youth and 
highlighted Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah’s five guarantee 
schemes benefi t ing the  
poorest. 

Hitnal said the Constitution 
given by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
ensured equal opportunities 
and unity is needed for social 
development. He stressed ed-
ucation is the key to join the 
mainstream and announced 
Rs.50 lakh support for Am-
bigara Choudaiah community 

hall.
MLC Hemalatha Nayak 

said Choudaiah practised 
Kayaka, Vachana and Dasoha 
and his vachanas still guide 
society. Historian Rajkumar 
D.S. spoke on Choudaiah’s 
legacy and said his vachanas 
challenge outdated traditions. 
A procession with Chou-
daiah’s portrait was held ear-
lier, and officials, leaders and 
community members attended 
the programme.

Speakers said remembering 
such reformers strengthens 
harmony, inspires equality, 
and reminds citizens to fight 
injustice with courage, truth, 
and compassion, values ur-
gently needed in present times 
across society and encourages 
youth to learn history, respect 
diversity, and work together 
for inclusive development 
through dialogue, service, re-
sponsibility, leadership, pa-
tience, and constant effort by 
every citizen without fear al-
ways.

Hitnal stated Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar’s Constitution 

ensures equality;  
he emphasized unity, 

education for 
mainstreaming, and 
announced K50 lakh 

support for Ambigara 
Choudaiah community hall.

Masanayaka urged students to value time, embrace discipline and 
morals, focus on personal and societal growth for a strong future

Discipline and hard work  
lead to success: Masanayaka

GAJENDRAGAD

Deputy Director of Gadag 
District Pre-University Edu-
cation Department Siddalinga 
Bandu Masanayaka said stu-
dents can achieve great suc-
cess if they study with inter-
est, discipline, and strong de-
termination. He said learning 
becomes easier when students 
focus on goals and work hard 
with commitment.

He was speaking at the in-
auguration of a new practical 
examination centre, the vale-
dictory of group activities, 
and the graduation ceremony 
of second PU students held at 

Sri Annadaneshwar Com-
merce and Science Pre-Uni-
versity College near Purtageri 
Cross in Gajendragad on 
Wednesday.

Masanayaka said student 
life is very precious and 
should not be wasted. He add-
ed that students and youth 
must think not only about per-
sonal growth but also about 
the progress of society and 
the nation. He warned that 
wasting time during studies 
leads to pain later in life. He 
urged students to follow mor-
al values, remain disciplined, 
and build a strong future.

Presiding over the pro-

gramme, college chairman 
Veeraiah V. advised students 
to  maintain discipl ine, 
self-control, and good values 
during their academic life. He 
said time is priceless and can-
not be bought even with 
crores of rupees. He stressed 
that students preparing for ex-
aminations must value time to 
achieve success and bring 
pride to the country.

Delivering a lecture on the 
role of science, Shivananda 
Kallur said science is often 
seen as difficult, but it can be 
understood easily if basic 
concepts are clear. He said 
science knowledge is essen-
tial to succeed in competitive 
examinations.

The programme began with 
the inauguration of the new 
practical centre, followed by 
felicitation of donors and 
achievers. Students later pre-
sented cultural programmes. 
Several educationists, social 
workers, farmers, advocates, 
and officials attended the 
event.

Gadag gears up for 
grand Republic Day

GADAG

Gadag is all set to celebrate 
Republic Day with a grand 
public event on January 26 at 
9 am at the K.H. Patil District 
Stadium. The district admin-
istration has planned a flag 
hoisting ceremony, followed 
by parades, cultural programs, 
and a special message to mark 
the nation’s pride.

The flag will be hoisted by 
Dr. H.K. Patil, Karnataka’s 
Law, Justice, Human Rights, 
Parliamentary Affairs, Legis-
lation, and Tourism Minister, 
who also serves as Gadag 
District In-charge Minister. 
The program will be honored 
by Legislative Council Speak-
er Basavaraj Horatti as the 
chief dignitary.

Other prominent guests in-
clude Legislative Council 
MLA and Government Chief 
Whip Salim Ahmed, Rona 
MLA G.S. Patil, former Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai, 

Haveri MP, MPs P.C. Gaddi-
gowdara, Nargund MLA C.C. 
Patil, Shirahatti MLA Dr. 
Chandru Lamani, and several 
other local leaders and chair-
persons. Special invitees are 
Secretaries of Planning, Pro-
grammes, Coordination and 
Statistics Department, Gadag 
District In-charge Secretary 
Ramandeep Chaudhary, and 
Belgaum Division Regional 
Commissioner Mrs. Janaki 
KM.

Deputy Commissioner and 
GP Chief Executive Officer 
C.N. Sridhar, along with Dis-
trict Superintendent of Police 
Rohan Jagadish, warmly wel-
comed the public to join the 
celebration.

The program will feature 
the national anthem, a parade, 
salute acceptance, felicitation 
of achievers, and cultural per-
formances, promising a lively 
and patriotic start to the Re-
public Day celebrations in 
Gadag.

Gadag officer 
promotes voting 

through art
GADAG

As the 16th National Voters 
Day approaches, Gadag is cel-
ebrating the spirit of democracy 
in a unique way. Mrs. Nanda 
Hanabaratti, Deputy Director of 
the Social Welfare Department 
and Voter Registration Officer 
of Shirahatti, is using her artis-
tic talent to encourage citizens 
to vote.

Despite her busy schedule 
handling multiple official du-
ties, Mrs. Hanabaratti is cre-
ating awareness through car-
toons that emphasize the im-
portance of voting. Her art-
work is designed to reach 
people in a simple, engaging 
way, reminding them that 
casting a vote is both a right 
and a responsibility.

Art has been a long-time 
hobby for Mrs. Hanabaratti, 
and she has now combined it 
with public service to make an 
impact. Senior officials, includ-
ing the District Collector, have 
praised her efforts, noting that 
her initiative is a creative ex-
ample of civic engagement. 
The district-level celebrations 
on January 25 include exhibi-
tions of her cartoons and other 
awareness programs for voters.

Re-postmortem conducted 
in Karwar woman suicide case

District Sports Dept invites 
youth for fitness training

KARWAR

The suicide case of a young 
woman from Kadra in Uttara 
Kannada district has taken a 
new turn with authorities con-
ducting a re-postmortem fol-
lowing serious allegations of 
harassment and rape. The de-
velopment comes amid grow-
ing public pressure, protests, 
and concerns over delays in 
the investigation.

The young woman died by 
suicide about 12 days ago. 
According to the family, she 
was in a relationship with 
Chirag Kotharkar for nearly 
four years. 

The family has alleged that 
continuous harassment by 
him led to her death. Initially, 
the case did not draw much 

attention, but developments in 
the following days changed 
its direction.

The mother of the deceased 
reportedly wrote multiple let-
ters to the police department 
and the Chief Minister, accus-
ing officials of slow and care-
less investigation. 

After these complaints, the 
Police Sub-Inspector of Kadra 
police station was suspended, 
increasing public focus on the 
case.

Christian organisations and 
local residents staged large 
protests in Karwar, demand-
ing the immediate arrest of 
the accused. Protesters al-
leged that the case was not a 
simple suicide and claimed 
there was a conspiracy in-
volving harassment. 

KOPPAL

The Koppal District Sports 
Department has announced a 
Gym Fitness Training Camp 
for youth, aiming to encour-
age self-reliance and healthy 
living among young people. 
Applications are now open for 
the 2025-26 camp, which will 
be held at Sri Kanteerava Sta-
dium in Bengaluru.

The camp, running for 45 
days from February 1 to 
March 17, will train only 30 
participants. Interested youth 
belonging to Scheduled Castes 
can collect application forms 
from the Office of the Assistant 
Director, Youth Empowerment 
and Sports Department, located 
at the District Stadium in Kop-
pal. Completed forms, along 

with necessary documents, 
must be submitted by January 
27 during office hours. Late 
applications will not be con-
sidered.

Applicants must be Karna-
taka residents, aged between 
18 and 35, physically fit, and 
have passed at least SSLC. A 
caste certificate with RD 
number and a copy of Aad-
haar are required. Participants 
will receive light breakfast, 
lunch, accommodation for 
those coming from other dis-
tricts, and a certificate upon 
completion.

The department has empha-
sized that campers must main-
tain discipline throughout the 
program, and any inappropri-
ate behavior will be dealt with 
according to rules.

Ambigara Choudaiya Jayanti 
highlights social reform legacy

GADAG

Legislative Council MLA 
S.V. Sankanura said Nijasha-
ran Ambigara Choudaiya 
worked for deep social reform 
t h r o u g h  h i s  p o w e r f u l 
vachanas and fearless life.

He was speaking while in-
augurating the Nijasharan 
Ambigara Choudaiya Jayanti 
2026 programme held at  
the District Administration 
A u d i t o r i u m  H a l l  o n  
Wednesday.

The event was jointly or-
ganised by the district admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat, and 

the Kannada and Culture De-
partment. Sankanura said Am-
bigara Choudaiya was a 12th 
century Shivasharan with a 
bold and unique personality. 
He received Linga initiation 
from Basavanna and used his 
own name as the signature in 
his vachanas.

He was known for his 
straight speech, courage, and 
strong stand against supersti-
tion, discrimination, and  
social injustice. He broke 
blind beliefs and inspired peo-
ple to live with self respect, 
confidence, and rational 
thinking.
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This is to inform to General public 
that my client Sri.Narsimhappa  S/o 
Chinnappa  , Residing at  no Kakalachinta 
Village, Aruru Gramapanchayath, 
Mandikal Hobali, Chikkaballapura 
Taluk, Chikkaballapura District,  I am 
the  Owner  of the Below said Property, 
while Sale Deed  for taken Certified  
copy ,have lost following Document of 
property pertating to below Mentioned 
property Situated at  no. Kakalachinta 
Village, Aruru Gramapanchayath, 
Mandikal Hobali, Chikkaballapura Taluk, 
Chikkaballapura District , had published 
the factum of lost of her  Original Sale  
Deed, Dated;- 28-04-2005, Regd Sale 
Deed, Executed  By Sri.Chandrashekar 
S/o Dyavappa ,In Favour of  Sri.H N 
Narasimharao S/o H K Narayanarao In 
regd as Book No.1,Volume No.CKB-1-
000161/2006-07,CD No.CKBD8,In regd 
before of the SRO Chikkaballapura, police 
complaint have been filed with regards 
to loss of the above said Document 
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.2019007/2026, DATED;-16-01-2026, 
and complaint dated;-16-01-2026, by 
respective person, if anybody finds these 
Document please inform within 7 Days in 
Below mentioned Address.  
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-16-01-2026     K.S.HARISH KUMAR  

ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           

ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

This is to inform to General public 
that my client Smt.Vaheedha D/o 
Khasimkhan, Residing at Gownipalli  
Village, Gownipalli Grama Panchayath, 
Rayalapadu  Hobali, Srinivasapura 
Taluk, Kolar District, I am the  Owner  
of the Below said Property, while 
Sale Deed  for taken Certified  copy, 
have lost following Document of 
property pertating to below Mentioned 
property Situated at  Gownipalli 
Village, Gownipalli Grama Panchayath, 
Rayalapadu  Hobali, Srinivasapura 
Taluk, Kolar District, had published 
the factum of lost of her  Original Sale  
Deed ,Dated;-20-12-2023, Regd Sale 
Deed Executed by  Sri.Mohammed 
Rafik khan s/o Rahimkhan, in Favour 
of Smt.Vaheedha D/o Khasimkhan., In 
regd as Book No.1,Volume No.SVP-1-
03265/2023-24,In regd before of the 
SRO Srinivasapura, police complaint 
have been filed with regards to loss 
of the above said Document vide 
complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.2020569/2026, DATED;-21-01-2026, 
and complaint dated;-21-01-2026, by 
respective person, if anybody finds these 
Document please inform within 7 Days in 
Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-16-01-2026     K.S.HARISH KUMAR  

 ADVOCATE
 Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           

 ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
 BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

 TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
 CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer

Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Mysore – 570023
TENDER NOTIFICATION NO.20/ 2025-26/ DATED: 14-01-2026 (Two Cover System)
On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka the Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj
Engineering Division, Mysore invites tender in co-ordination with e-procurement
portal platform, Bangalore. Tender format as per KW-3&4 through e-procurement
under the Head of Account  2024-25 Year 5054 & 5054 Rain Damage Grant for
Mysore Taluk. Date of application submission for tender document and submission
of filled tender through online Date: 14.01.2026 to 03.02.2026 upto 16.00 hours,
Pre Bid Meeting Date 28-01-2026 16.00 Hours. Last date for clarifications/ queries
on tender Date: 02-02-2026  upto 16.00 Hours. If possible the date of opening of
technical bid of the tender Date: 04-02-2026  after 17.00 hours. After the approval
of Technical bid the Financial Bid will be opened. Tender Form Fee: As per  e-procurement
Details as belows.
Sl. Estimate Cost Earnest Money
No Name of work (Rs.in Lakhs) Deposit (in Rs)
1 Construction of cc Drain and cc road in

village limits of choranahalli, MB Halli, Kiralu,
Rayanahundi,Makanahundi in between the 150.00 1,88,000.00
of chikkalli village to Devalpura village in
Mysore Taluk in Mysore District (RDPR/2025-
26/RD/ WORK_ INDENT22802)

2 Construction of cc Drain and cc road in village
limits of Megalapura,Madhavagere,Hosahalli,
Siddaramanahundi in between the road of 100.00 1,24,000.00
from Hallikerehundivillage to pillahalli village
in Mysore Taluk in Mysore District (RDPR/2025
-26/RD/ WORK_ INDENT22821)

3 Improvements of road from kebya-somashe
karapura main road to siddarameshwara 60.00 98,400.00
temple road in Nanjangud Taluk (RDPR/2025
-26/RD/ WORK_INDENT 23040)

Contractor Eligibility: Class – III& above
For more details visit website: htpp://www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in or contact the
Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Mysore (Ph: 0821-
2560853) during office hours.
AE  Phone No.: 8123267587

Sd/- Executive Engineer,  PRED Division, Mysore

KSMCA/Mys/874 Size : 16x12

DIPR/DDMYS/1542/KSMCA/874/2025-26

822/83  10 x 2

CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MALUR,
KOLAR DISTRICT, KOLAR
Maharaja circle Malur-563130

E-mail: ka.malur.tmc@gmail.com, phone:08151-232238
Letter No:TMC/AE/E-Proc/CR/15/2025-26

Date:20.01.2026
 TENDER NOTIFICATION

(as per the conditions of  the Standarad Tender
Document E-Procuement Tender Notification)

Constructions of Roads Work in Malur CMC under SFC
Special grant and item rate is invited in KPPP portal. For more
details visit KPPP PORTAL The Indent Numbers details below.
Any addendums will be notified through e-procurement only.
(1) DMA/2025-26/OW/WORK_ INDENT52029/CALL-2
Rs.72.80 Lakhs,  (2) DMA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT
52088/CALL-2 Rs.79.50 Lakhs, (3) DMA/2025-26/RD/
WORK_INDENT52093/CALL-2 Rs.34.20 Lakhs, (4) DMA/
2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT52100 Rs.174.00 Lakhs, (5)
DMA/2025-26/SE7123.

Sd/- Sd/-
(Dr.M.R.Ravi, IAS) Commissioner

Administrator CMC, Malur. CMC, Malur.
And Deputy commissioner

Kolar dist, Kolar.
DIPR/KOLAR/R.O.No.456/KSMC&A/2025-26

As per KTTP Act-2000 and recent Amendments the 
Executive Engineer Minor Irrigation & Ground Water 
Development Department Division Belagavi has invited the 
Item rate tender through KPPP (https://kppp.karnataka. 
gov.in).  Total 08 Nos. of Gokak/Athani Sub Divisions. 
Estimate Amount Highest Rs.70.00 Lakhs & Lowest Rs.19.00 
Lakh. 1. Tender Receipt Last Date:29-01-2026 Evening 4.00 
PM, 2. Tender Opening Date:30-01-2026 Evening 4.30 PM (if 
possible), 3. For Tender Details office address: Executive 
Engineer, Minor Irrigation & Ground Water Development 
Department Division Belagavi & www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1672/KSMCA/2025-26

Sd/-Executive Engineer,
M.I & GWDD Division, Belagavi. 

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
 MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT DIVISION, BELAGAVI.
PH NO.0831-2463850 / FAX NO.0831-2423008

No.EE /MI&GWDDD/BGM/TND/AE/2025-26/4894          Date:20-01-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (KW-1, 2 & 3)

HASSAN INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES,
HASSAN (An Autonomous Institute under the

Dept of Medical Education, Government of
Karnataka) SRI CHAMARAJENDRA HOSPITAL

CAMPUS, HASSAN

E-TENDER  NOTIFICATION
(Through e-procurement  only)

Hassan  Institute of Medical Sciences, Hassan, invites tender
for Office  Attender  Services to HIMS Hassan from the
Authorized Agency in two cover bid system as per KTPP Act
1999 Sl No Tender  Notification No 01)HIMS/TS/OGT/5/
2025-TNDR-HIMS-HSN Details Office  Attender  Services
Tender Uploading Date & Last Date 28.01.2026 to
26.02.2026 Estimated Cost of Tender Rs 314.14 Lakhs EMD
(Rs)Rs 4.71 Lakhs Tender details can be viewed , downloaded
and applied only through the e-procurement mode only
website : www.kpppuat.karnataka.gov.in  For further details
contact/visit   office during working hours.

Sd/- Chief Administrative officer, Hassan Institute of
Medical Science, Hassan.

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ

Website: https://himshassan.karnataka.gov.in/
Phone/Fax No.08172-231699, 231599,

Email:directorhims@yahoo.com

ªÁ¸Á¸ÀAE/»¸À¤/ºÁ¸À£À/959/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/2025-26

ºÁ¸À£À ªÉÊzÀåQÃAiÀÄ «eÁÕ£ÀUÀ¼À ¸ÀA¸ÉÜ, ºÁ¸À£À

Job No. 961//83  Hims Hassan  Size: 11X2

¸ÀASÉå: HIMS/TS/OGT/5/2025-TNDR-HIMS-HSN
¢£ÁAPÀ: 19.01.2026

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

K’taka offers 75% medical 
discount to senior journalists

Dr. Patil emphasized journalists as democracy’s fourth pillar, promising 
simplified pension facilities for retired journalists for faster, easier access
BENGALURU

Karnataka government has an-
nounced special health benefits for 
senior journalists who have dedicated 
their lives to guiding and informing 
society. Journalists above 60 years 
will now get 75 percent discount on 
medical treatment in all hospitals un-
der the Department of Medical Edu-
cation. The remaining 25 percent 
may also be waived in the coming 
days, the government said.

The announcement was made by 
Dr. Sharanprakash R. Patil, Minister 
for Medical Education, Skill Devel-
opment, Livelihood, and Raichur 
District In-charge, during a pro-
gramme organized in Bengaluru. 
Health cards were distributed to se-
nior journalists in this event, held 
jointly by the Department of Medical 
Education, Jayadeva Institute of Car-
diovascular Sciences and Research, 
and the Senior Journalists’ Forum.

Dr. Patil emphasized that journalists 
are an important part of society, often 
called the fourth pillar of democracy, 
and the government has a responsibil-
ity to care for them. He added that 
pension facilities for retired journal-

ists will be simplified so that the pro-
cess becomes easier and faster.

He also said that benefits from the 
Yashasvini health scheme might soon 
be extended to senior journalists, 
making healthcare access smoother. 
Identity cards are being issued 
through Jayadeva Institute to ensure 
proper registration and recognition.

Jayanagar MLA C.K. Ramamurthy, 
Jayadeva Institute Director Dr. B. 

Dinesh, Senior Journalists’ Forum 
President R.P. Samba Sadashivared-
dy, and other senior officials includ-
ing M.A. Ponnappa and Venkatesh 
Prasad attended the programme.

Dr. Patil concluded that the gov-
ernment’s goal is to ensure retired 
journalists live a dignified and 
healthy life while continuing to in-
spire the next generation of media 
professionals.

BENGALURU

In a major action against dereliction of 
duty, two transport officials have been 
suspended for issuing illegal vehicle fit-
ness certificates. Shri Ramalinga Reddy 
was suspended on the orders of the 
Hon’ble Minister of Transport and Muz-
rai, while Shri Nisar Ahmed, Senior 
Motor Vehicle Inspector, was suspended 
by the Transport Commissioner.

The action follows an investigation by 
the e-detection team of the Gujarat State 
Transport Office. 

The team examined data on the Vehi-
cle e-detection portal and found that 41 
vehicles, inspected at Karnataka RTO 
offices, were issued Form-38(A) fitness 
certificates without physical inspection. 
On the same day, these vehicles passed 
through toll plazas in Gujarat, indicat-
ing that the certificates had been ap-
proved illegally.

Following the discovery, the Minister 
directed the Transport Commissioner to 
take strict action.

 The Commissioner instructed the 
Joint Transport Commissioner, Banga-
lore City Division, to submit a detailed 
report. 

The findings confirmed that Shri Ni-
sar Ahmed had renewed fitness certifi-
cates using the 4.0 software without 
checking the vehicles, violating the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act and departmental rules.

The Commissioner’s order stated that 
approving certificates without proper 
inspection constitutes dereliction of 
duty. Both officials have been suspend-
ed immediately, sending a clear mes-
sage about accountability and adherence 
to rules in the Transport Department.

Two transport 
officials 

suspended over 
illegal certificates

Police announce imminent 
arrest of Rajeev Gowda

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Chikkaballapura Superinten-
dent of Police Kushal Chouk-
si has said that Congress lead-
er Rajeev Gowda, who is ac-
cused of threatening the Mu-
nicipal Commissioner of 
Shidlaghatta, will be arrested 
soon. He described Rajeev 
Gowda as a notorious crimi-
nal with multiple cases regis-
tered against him.

More than a week has 
passed since the complaint 
was filed accusing Rajeev 
Gowda of using indecent and 
threatening language against 
Shidlaghatta City Municipal 
Council Commissioner Am-
rutha Gowda. However, the 
accused has not yet been ar-
rested and has reportedly been 
absconding since the day of 
the incident. This delay has 
raised serious questions 
among the public about equal 
justice for all.

Opposition leaders from the 
BJP and JDS have expressed 
strong anger, alleging that Ra-
jeev Gowda is being protected 
by influential people. There 
are widespread claims that 
powerful ministers are stand-
ing behind him, which has 
increased public suspicion. 
Responding to these allega-
tions, District In-charge Min-
ister M.C. Sudhakar has clear-
ly stated that there is no ques-
tion of protecting anyone, re-
gardless of their influence.

Police officials said special 
teams have been formed to 
trace the accused. Searches 
are being conducted intensive-
ly in several locations, includ-

ing Bengaluru and neighbour-
ing states. The High Court has 
also taken note of a petition 
related to the case, adding 
pressure on the police to act 
quickly. SP Kushal Chouksi 
said that Rajeev Gowda has a 
criminal background, with as 
many as 16 cases registered 
against him. He assured that 
the police have laid a trap and 
are closely monitoring possi-
ble hideouts. The officer said 
strict action will be taken and 
no one will be allowed to es-
cape the law.

Meanwhile, public outrage 
continues to grow, with citi-
zens demanding immediate 
arrest and fair treatment under 
the law. Many have urged the 
police to act without fear or 
favour and restore confidence 
in the justice system.

Over a week after a 
complaint against Ra-
jeev Gowda for threat-
ening language toward 
Commissioner Amru-

tha Gowda, he remains 
absconding, raising 

public concerns about 
justice equality

Three-day PMFME 
training begins 

from Jan 23
CHITRADURGA

A three-day capac-
ity-building train-
i n g  u n d e r  t h e 
Prime Minister’s 
Scheme for Regu-
lation of Small 
Food Processing 
Enterprises (PM-
FME) will be held 
from January 23 to 
25 at the District 
Agriculture Train-
ing Center, Babbur 
Farm. The program 
is organized in col-
laborat ion with 
Karnataka State 
Agricultural Pro-
duce Processing 
and Export Corpo-
ration and the Min-
istry of Food Pro-
cessing. Dr. Hrishi-
kesh A. Tavanandi, 
INSA Young Sci-
en t i s t  Awardee 
2021, will guide 
par t ic ipants  on 
starting and man-
aging food pro-
cessing enterprises, 
financial manage-
ment, marketing, 
and legal compli-
ances .  E l ig ib le 
PMFME beneficia-
ries can register by 
January 22 with 
Aadhaar and appli-
ca t ion  number. 
First 60 applicants 
get priority.

Minority students 
invited for skill 

training
CHITRADURGA

The District Mi-
nority Welfare De-
partment, Chitradu-
rga,  has invited 
applications from 
eligible minority 
candidates for resi-
dential vocational 
skil l  training in 
collaboration with 
Aashirvad Pipes 
Private Limited, 
Bengaluru. Karna-
taka residents aged 
18–35 from Mus-
lim, Christian, Jain, 
Buddhist, Sikh and 
Parsi communities 
can apply by Janu-
ary 31. Applicants 
must have complet-
ed 8th standard or 
higher qualifica-
tions.



ibcworldnews.comTHURSDAY   JANUARY 22, 2026 
NATION6

ASHA stir, rallies choke Kolkata roads
KOLKATA

Thousands of ASHA workers 
blocked major roads in Kol-
kata’s Esplanade and Salt 
Lake on Wednesday after po-
lice stopped their march to 
the health department head-
quarters. 

The protest aimed to de-
mand a minimum monthly 
honorarium of Rs 15,000 and 
insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh 
for on-duty deaths.

The workers, coming from 
several districts, were first 
stopped near Sealdah and 
Howrah railway stations. 
Around 1,000 regrouped at 
Esplanade and Karunamoyee, 
attempting to continue, but 
police again halted them at 

multiple points, including 
Moulali, Bowbazar, and 
Dorina Crossing. In Salt 
Lake, some tried to scale bar-
ricades outside Swasthya 
Bhawan, leading to scuffles 
with police.

The workers, who have 
been on a ‘cease-work’ since 
December 23, said they had 

not received payments for 
months despite working long 
hours for medical emergen-
c ies  and  wel fa re  p ro -
grammes. Chandana Barik, 
an ASHA worker, said, “We 
get around Rs 5,500 a month 
for  15-16 hours  dai ly.  
How are we supposed to 
manage?”

Traffic in Kolkata and Salt 
Lake was disrupted for over 
two hours, and several pro-
testers were detained for re-
fusing to disperse. Police 
termed the gathering illegal 
due to no prior permission. 
State officials denied any pri-
or assurance of a meeting, 
though workers cited Health 
Secretary N S Nigam had 
promised to hear grievances 
on January 21.

Leader of Opposition Su-
vendu Adhikari criticized the 
police action as “barbaric” 
and accused the state govern-
ment of brutality against 
women. Meanwhile, one pro-
tester fell ill and was attended 
to by police and health per-
sonnel at the site.

ADDRESS THE NEEDS
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TN NDA vows  
to oust DMK  

govt soon

Families await  
closure months 

 after cloudburst

LIC officer murdered 
manager over 

document scam

Chennai
Union Minister Piyush 

Goyal said on Wednes-
day that the NDA in Ta-
mil Nadu is committed 
to removing the DMK 

government, which he 
accused of attacking the 
people, culture, and pride 
of the state. This comes 
just after the AMMK, led 
by TTV Dhinakaran, re-
joined the NDA. Goyal 
praised Dhinakaran’s 

leadership and populari-
ty and said the alliance, 
including AIADMK, PMK, 
and TMC leaders, would 
work together to provide 
good governance and a 
bright future for Tamil 

Nadu’s youth.

Jammu
Months after a cloud-
burst in Chisoti village, 

Kishtwar, families of the 
missing are still waiting 
for closure. Rajesh Ku-
mar and Bindiya from 
Punjab search for their 
22-year-old daughter 

and her friend, who van-
ished in August 2025. 

Another family lost eight 
members. The victims’ 

families seek death cer-
tificates, not compensa-
tion, to perform final ritu-

als. With DNA reports 
pending, the uncertainty 
grows. Around 65 people 

died, mostly pilgrims, 
and over 30 remain 

missing, as loved ones 
press for answers and 

justice.

Madurai
What seemed like an ac-
cidental fire at a Madurai 
LIC office on December 
17 is now confirmed as 

murder. Assistant officer 
Ram, injured in the fire, 

killed Senior Branch 
Manager Kalyani Nambi 
to hide document irregu-
larities. Police said Nam-

bi caught Ram burning 
documents and tried to 
call her son, but Ram al-
legedly poured petrol on 
her, locked her in, and set 

the room on fire. Ram 
was arrested after CCTV 
footage and his confes-

sion revealed the pre-
meditated crime.

World must display zero tolerance 
towards terrorism: EAM

Jaishankar stressed that nations must unite against terrorism, 
highlighting India and Spain’s shared experiences.

NEW DELHI

During a bilateral meeting 
with Spain’s Foreign Minister 
Jose Manuel Albares, Jaishan-
kar said the global order is 
changing, making cooperation 
on common chal lenges  
vital, especially in fighting  
terrorism.

“The world must display 
zero tolerance towards terror-
ism,” he said, noting both 
countries have been victims. 
He also condoled the recent 
Cordoba train accident in 
Spain, which killed at least 40 
people, and expressed sympa-
thies for the injured and their 
families.

The meeting also high-
lighted India-Spain ties, 
marked by shared democratic 
values, high-level exchanges, 
and growing cooperation in 
defence, AI, and trade. Jais-

hankar pointed out the up-
coming 70th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations in 2026, 
along with the Dual Year of 
Culture, Tourism, and Artifi-
cial Intelligence, launched 
with a logo selected from 
1,900 entries.

Defence collaboration in-
cludes the Airbus-Tata C-295 
aircraft assembly in Vadodara, 
with the first “Made-in-India” 
plane expected this year. Bi-

lateral trade exceeds $8 bil-
lion, with Indian and Spanish 
companies actively contribut-
ing to infrastructure, energy, 
IT, pharmaceuticals, and 
smart city projects.

Jaishankar expressed opti-
mism that strengthened ties in 
culture, technology, and in-
dustry will benefit both na-
tions and encourage responsi-
b le ,  human-cent r ic  AI  
development.

Spanish president Sanchez to visit 
India soon

Spain’s President Pedro Sanchez will soon visit India, 
said Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares. He hopes 
Prime Minister Modi will visit Spain too. Albares high-
lighted joining the Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative, up-

grading ties to a strategic partnership, fostering trade, 
defence cooperation, and celebrating the Dual Year of 

Culture, Tourism, and AI.

Jaishankar, Albares vow to 
strengthen India-Spain ties

EAM Jaishankar met Spanish FM 
Jose Albares to discuss trade, 

defence, technology, education, and 
people-to-people ties. They 

highlighted EU-India Free Trade 
Agreement, joint Indo-Pacific Ocean 

Initiative participation, combating 
terrorism, and shared democratic 

values. Spain’s President will soon 
visit India, while both nations 

celebrate 70 years of diplomatic 
relations in 2026.

Easing defence 
FDI norms could 

be a game-changer 
for India: Report

NEW DELHI

India is planning a major re-
laxation of Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) rules in 
the defence sector, potential-
ly raising the automatic 
route ownership cap for ex-
isting licensed defence firms 
from 49 to 74 per cent and 
removing unclear condi-
tions, a recent report has 
highlighted.

The move aims to attract 
global manufacturers, en-
courage joint  ventures,  
and bring advanced technol-
ogy to strengthen domestic 
production under the ‘Make 
in India’ initiative. Experts 
s a y  t h i s  c o u l d  b o o s t  
economic growth, create 
jobs, and enhance national 
security.

Historically, India has lim-
ited foreign involvement in 
defence due to security con-
cerns. While FDI up to 49 
per cent was allowed in 
2016, and 74 per cent for 
new licences by 2020, exist-
ing firms remained capped 
at 49 per cent. The proposed 
change would give multina-
tional companies greater op-
erational control, intellectual 
property protection, and 

ownership clarity.
India’s defence market ex-

ceeded USD 75 billion in 
2025–26, with plans to in-
crease the budget by 20 per 
cent in 2026–27. Liberalised 
norms could attract USD 
5–10 billion in the next de-
cade and reduce import de-
pendence, which currently 
covers 60–70 per cent of 
defence needs.

Technology transfer from 
allies like the US, France, 
and  I s r ae l  cou ld  he lp  
India indigenise fighter jets, 
submarines, missiles, AI,  
cybersecurity, and hyperson-
ics. Analysts note India 
could emulate countries  
like Turkey, Brazil, and 
Vietnam, leveraging free-
trade agreements and skilled 
labour to become a defence 
exporter.

The report also highlight-
ed security risks, competi-
tion concerns for domestic 
firms, and bureaucratic hur-
dles. Experts recommended 
safeguards for sensitive ar-
eas, incentives for local sup-
pliers, streamlined approv-
als, and joint ventures to 
ensure domestic industry 
benefits while boosting de-
fence manufacturing.

Graca Machel wins Indira Gandhi Peace Prize
The award recognizes her impact on marginalized communities and social justice in Africa and beyond

NEW DELHI

Graca Machel, former Educa-
tion and Culture Minister of 
Mozambique,  has been 
awarded the Indira Gandhi 
Prize for Peace, Disarma-
ment, and Development for 
2025. 

The award recognises her 
exceptional work as a states-
woman and humanitarian, 
highlighting her lifelong ef-
forts to protect human rights 
and promote social justice in 
Southern Africa.

The International Jury, 

chaired by Shivshankar Me-
non, India’s former National 
Security Advisor, cited her 
transformative contributions 
in education, health, nutrition, 
economic empowerment, and 
humanitarian work under 
challenging circumstances. 
“She has inspired millions to 
build a more equitable and 
just world,” the Indira Gandhi 
Memorial Trust stated.

Born on October 17, 1945, 
Machel studied at mission 
schools and later the Univer-
sity of Lisbon, where she be-
came politically active. Re-

turning to Mozambique in 
1973, she joined the liberation 
movement FRELIMO and 
fought for independence. Af-
ter independence in 1975, she 
became Mozambique’s first 
Minister of Education and 
Culture, boosting school en-
rolment dramatically for boys 
and girls.

Machel’s international influ-
ence spans founding The El-
ders, Girls Not Brides, and 
membership in the UN SDG 
Advocacy Group. She leads 
the Africa Child Policy Forum 
and the Mandela Institute for 

Development Studies, advanc-
ing policies for vulnerable 
youth. She also established the 
Graca Machel Trust and Zizile 
Institute to support women’s 
empowerment, food security, 
and child development.

Her efforts have earned 
global recognition, including 
the WHO Gold Medal in 
2018 for improving women’s 
and adolescents’ well-being. 
The jury praised her ability to 
create lasting social transfor-
mation through leadership, 
policy influence, and human-
itarian initiatives.

Global election heads gather at 
IICDEM-2026 Delhi Plenary

NEW DELHI

Heads of 42 election manage-
ment bodies attended a 
h igh - l eve l  p l ena ry  on 
Wednesday at the India Inter-
national Conference on De-
mocracy and Election Man-
agement (IICDEM) 2026, 
held at Bharat Mandapam. 
The session provided a plat-
form for in-depth discussions 
on modern challenges to elec-
tion administration.

The proceedings were led by 
Chief Election Commissioner 
of India Gyanesh Kumar, 
along with Election Commis-
sioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi. Around 60 
international delegates, includ-
ing electoral leaders, ambassa-
dors, and high commissioners, 
actively participated.

The plenary allowed partic-
ipants to share experiences, 

address common hurdles, and 
explore solutions for challeng-
es such as misinformation, 
technological disruptions, and 
promoting inclusive voter par-
ticipation. Discussions stressed 
the need for stronger interna-
tional cooperation to protect 
election integrity.

India, serving as chair of 
the International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral As-
sistance (International IDEA) 
in 2026, presented thematic 
priorities including electoral 
innovation, capacity building, 
and global partnerships to 
tackle emerging issues. Dele-
gates shared perspectives on 

digital transparency, safe-
guarding voter rights, and re-
sponding to geopolitical shifts 
affecting democratic stability.

The session highlighted In-
dia’s growing leadership in 
global electoral dialogue, 
drawing on its experience in 
managing large-scale, diverse 
elections. Organised by the 
India International Institute of 
Democracy and Election 
Management under the Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
IICDEM-2026 continues over 
three days with plenary and 
thematic sessions.

With participation from 
over 70 countries, the confer-
ence promotes best practices, 
technology, and mutual learn-
ing among election stakehold-
ers. Outcomes are expected to 
strengthen global cooperation 
and enhance democratic stan-
dards worldwide.

MGNREGA replacement 
snatches people’s rights: Cong 
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday alleged that the government is 
snatching people’s rights by replacing MGNREGA with a new 
scheme called VB-G RAM G. The party is organising a dia-
logue on Thursday, where workers will participate, bringing a 
fistful of soil from their work sites to symbolise their struggle.

Sandeep Dikshit, Chairperson of Rachnatmak Congress, said 
MGNREGA had been a lifeline during the Covid period, help-
ing millions build roads, schools, panchayat buildings, ponds, 
and water harvesting structures. “People’s rights are being tak-
en away. The government is destroying the very process that 
supported local development,” he said.

The ‘MGNREGA Bachao Sangram’ is ongoing in several 
states and districts, he added, and workers from across India 
will arrive at Jawahar Bhawan in Delhi to share their experi-
ences and discuss future strategies. Dikshit said the programme 
will allow people to narrate their struggles and collectively send 
a message of resistance.

“Each worker will bring a fistful of soil from their MGNREGA 
work site. All soils will be collected together as a symbol of 
people’s struggle and contribution to nation-building,” he said.

The Congress leader accused the Modi government of under-
mining the panchayats’ role in deciding local development and 
alleged that replacing MGNREGA weakens the rights of farm-
ers and labourers who have long relied on the scheme for live-
lihood and community development.

Gujarat farmers get �986 crore under PM KISAN Samman Nidhi
GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has 
disbursed over Rs 9,466 crore 
in financial aid to more than 
32 lakh farmers impacted by 

unseasonal rains, Agriculture 
Minister Jitu Vaghani said on 
Wednesday after a Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

Vaghani stated that online 

bills worth Rs 9,516 crore 
have been generated so far 
under the state’s agricultural 
relief package. “As of today, 
32.49 lakh farmers have re-
ceived more than Rs 9,466 

crore directly in their bank 
accounts,” he said.

The minister shared that 
October 2025’s unseasonal 
rainfall affected crops across 
33 districts. Online bills 

worth Rs 8,610 crore were 
prepared for 30,06,865 farm-
ers, of which Rs 8,571 crore 
has already been disbursed to 
29,93,689 beneficiaries.

Heavy rainfall in September 

2025 impacted five districts, 
with bills worth Rs 792 crore 
prepared for 2,34,386 farmers. 
Assistance of Rs 791.19 crore 
has been paid to 2,33,777 ben-
eficiaries in these areas.

Chhattisgarh cabinet approves excise, 
education, IT, healthcare deals

RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai on Wednes-
day, approved major propos-
als to strengthen revenue, ed-
ucation, technology, and 
healthcare infrastructure 
across the state.

The Cabinet cleared the Ch-
hattisgarh Excise Policy for 
2026-27, allowing the Excise 
Department to implement the 
framework and revenue mea-
sures. Details of the policy 
will be notified soon.

In education, the state allot-
ted 40 acres in Sector-18, 
Nava Raipur Atal Nagar, to 
Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Man-
dal (SVKM) on a 90-year 

lease. The land will host the 
Narsee Monjee Institute of 
M a n a g e m e n t  S t u d i e s 
(NMIMS), a top-ranking na-
tional university. Officials 
said this will enhance access 
to quality management educa-
tion in Chhattisgarh.

To promote IT and entrepre-
neurship, the Cabinet approved 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Software Tech-
nology Parks of India (STPI) 
to set up four innovation cen-
tres in Nava Raipur. These cen-
tres will support 133 startups in 
AI, MedTech, Smart City, and 

Smart Agriculture over three to 
five years. An Electronics Sys-
tem Design and Development 
(ESDD) centre will assist 30–
40 hardware startups and MS-
MEs annually.

In healthcare, proposals 
were cleared to strengthen di-
agnostic services at district 
hospitals, community health 
centres, and primary health 
centres. The measures aim to 
improve lab operations, in-
crease test volumes, and re-
duce dependency on private 
facilities.

Officials said these steps 
will enhance public services, 
promote entrepreneurship, 
and improve access to quality 
education and healthcare 
throughout Chhattisgarh.

JD-U doesn’t  
need RCP Singh: 

Bihar minister 
PATNA

Bihar Transport Minister 
Shrawon Kumar on Wednes-
day stated that the Janata 
Dal-United (JD-U) has no 
need for leaders like RCP 
Singh. He criticised Singh’s 
past actions, saying the for-
mer Union Minister had 
questioned Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar’s health and 
ability to govern.

“Until yesterday, he was 
telling people that Nitish 
Kumar was ill, unwell, and 
incapable of working,” Ku-
mar said. He added that the 
parties Singh later joined 
had vowed to quit politics if 
they won even 25 seats but 
instead tried to finish off Ni-
tish Kumar. “There is no 
need for those who, until 
yesterday, were trying to de-
stroy Nitish Kumar and are 
now desperate to bow before 
him,” the minister said.

Kumar also questioned 
Singh’s political journey. 
“He formed his own party, 
which failed, then joined the 
Jan Suraaj Party, whose 
leaders also tried to finish 
off Nitish Kumar. With what 
ideology does he now want 
to return and stand with Ni-
tish Kumar?” he asked.
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AI in healthcare is a necessity: Union Min
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for 
Health and Family Welfare 
Anupriya Patel on Wednesday 
launched an online training 
programme on Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in medical edu-
cation, developed by the Na-
tional Board of Examinations 
i n  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s 
(NBEMS). 

The programme aims to 
equip around 50,000 doctors 
with AI skills to improve clin-
ical practice, diagnostics, re-
search, and teaching across 
the country.

Patel  noted that  over 
42,000 doctors have already 
registered for the initiative. 
She said AI is a necessity in 
healthcare, helping doctors 
enhance their capabilities, 
bridge staff shortages, and 
manage growing patient 

needs. She stressed that AI 
should be used responsibly, 
ethically, and accessibly, 
complementing doctors’ 
work rather than replacing 
them.

The Minister highlighted 
that in a country facing a high 
burden of non-communicable 

diseases and tuberculosis, AI 
can support proactive and pre-
ventive healthcare, shifting 
focus from reactive treat-
ments. She praised NBEMS 
for conceptualising the pro-
gramme and promoting the 
integration of technology into 
medical education and health-

care delivery.
Union Health Secretary Pu-

nya Salila Srivastava de-
scribed the initiative as an 
important step in strengthen-
ing medical education and 
building capacity among doc-
tors nationwide. She added 
that such programmes encour-
age the responsible adoption 
of emerging technologies, 
improve healthcare delivery, 
and advance India’s vision of 
digital health.

Dr Abhijat Sheth, President 
of NBEMS, said the pro-
gramme demonstrates the in-
stitution’s commitment to 
modernising medical educa-
tion and empowering doctors. 
He expressed confidence that 
the training would improve 
doctors’ skills, enhance 
healthcare outcomes, and 
strengthen the country’s med-
ical system.

AI IN MED
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Over 11L winged 
visitors grace  

Chilika lake

SC extends arrest 
protection for  

3 accused

Assam Rifles  
seize drugs,  

foreign currency

Bhubaneswar
Nearly 12,645 birds were 

recorded during the 
Asian waterbird census 
at Odisha’s Chandaka 

Wildlife Sanctuary, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. 

Out of these, 4,071 were 
migratory birds, cover-
ing 73 species. The sur-
vey was conducted by 

12 teams and 82 volun-
teers. Birds like Northern 

pintail, tufted ducks, 
gadwall, Red-crested 

pochard, river terns, and 
black-headed ibis were 

seen. Binod Acharya, 
DFO, said many kinds of 

birds were spotted. 
Meanwhile, a dolphin 
census has started in 
Chilika Lake to study 

population and habitat.

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday extended 
protection from arrest 

to three people ac-
cused in the Rs 3,500 
crore Andhra Pradesh 
liquor scam. The ac-
cused—Balaji Govin-
dappa, Pellakuru Kr-
ishna Mohan Reddy, 

and K Dhanunjaya Red-
dy—had earlier chal-

lenged the High Court’s 
rejection of their bail 

plea. The bench led by 
CJI Surya Kant rejected 

their bail but asked 
them to seek regular 
bail in trial court. The 
SIT, set up by the cur-

rent government, is 
probing alleged corrup-
tion and kickbacks dur-

ing 2019–2024.

Silchar
Assam Rifles, along 

with the Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence, 
seized Yaba tablets 
worth Rs 39 crore in 

Cachar district. Three 
Tripura residents were 

caught transporting 
1,30,000 tablets on NH-

306. Two trucks and 
mobile phones were 
also recovered. In an-

other operation in Siaha 
district, Assam Rifles in-
tercepted a vehicle car-
rying Burmese currency 
worth 1.75 crore, smug-
gled tobacco, and for-

eign cigarettes. A 
37-year-old man from 

Myanmar was arrested. 
Both the seized items 
and the accused were 
handed over to local 

police for further action.

‘India’s election management 
changed greatly over past decades’

Rahul Gandhi 
demands action over 
Delhi waterlogging

NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar wel-
comed international delegates 
at the International Confer-
ence on Democracy and Elec-
tion Management (IICDEM) 
2026 in New Delhi on 
Wednesday. 

He said the work of Elec-
tion Management Bodies 
(EMBs) has evolved signifi-
cantly, adding that India con-
ducts elections on an unprec-
edented scale across 28 states 
and 8 union territories, serv-
ing 1.5 billion people.

The three-day conference at 

Bharat Mandapam hosts near-
ly 60 international delegates 
and over 1,000 participants, 
including 42 EMBs, ambassa-
dors from 27 countries, and 

experts from 70 national insti-
tutions. ECs Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi high-
lighted citizens’ trust in 
EMBs and the collective re-
sponsibility to protect voter 
choice.

Rakesh Verma, DG II-
IDEM, noted that the theme 
“Democracy for an inclusive, 
peaceful, resilient, and sus-
tainable world” reflects the 
evolving global understanding 
of democracy. Participants 
also viewed a glimpse of the 
docuseries India Decides, pro-
duced with Warner Bros. Dis-
covery, showing India’s gen-
era l  e lec t ions  and the  

complexity of its electoral  
processes.

The programme includes 
general and plenary sessions, 
EMB leaders’ plenary, work-
ing group meetings, and the-
matic sessions on global elec-
toral issues, international 
standards, and innovative 
practices. IICDEM 2026 is 
expected to be India’s largest 
global conference on democ-
racy and election manage-
ment, bringing together aca-
demics, election practitioners, 
and representatives from over 
70 countries to share knowl-
edge and strengthen demo-
cratic processes worldwide.

‘India conducts elections on a scale spanning 28 states and 8 union territories’.
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi on Wednesday criticised 
governance failures in Delhi 
after sharing a video showing 
severe waterlogging in 
Mubarakpur Dabas’s Sharma 
Enclave. Highlighting resi-
dents’ hardships, he called the 
situation “urban rot” caused 
by a “pandemic of greed” and 
demanded accountability 
from authorities.

In his X post, Gandhi said 
citizens’ lives have become 
“hellish torment” while the 
system serves those in power. 
He warned that if authorities 
fail to act, “this rot will reach 
every doorstep.” The video, 
shot by a local journalist, 
showed waterlogged streets 
where residents struggled to 
move and manage the crisis 
themselves. Locals said the 
situation has worsened over 
six to eight months and ac-
cused the government of inac-
tion, urging immediate clear-
ance of drainage and sanita-
tion issues.

Meanwhile, Delhi Pradesh 
Congress Committee Presi-
dent Devender Yadav visited 
the Kirari Assembly constitu-
ency to assess waterlogging 
problems. He interacted with 
residents whose daily lives 
have been severely disrupted 

due to overflowing water. Ya-
dav promised to raise the is-
sues with relevant authorities 
and seek urgent solutions.

The incident has sparked 
wider criticism of municipal 
management in Delhi, with 
opposition leaders calling for 
stricter accountability and 
faster action to prevent recur-
ring urban flooding. Citizens 
have voiced frustration over 
prolonged neglect of drainage 
infrastructure, fearing health 
hazards and damage to prop-
erty if the problem continues 
unchecked. Gandhi’s remarks 
and the video aim to highlight 
the urgent need for systemic 
reforms to address urban wa-
ter management failures in the 
national capital.

He termed the severe 
waterlogging in Delhi’s 

Sharma Enclave a 
“pandemic of  greed” and 
urged authorities to take 

immediate action.

Sanjay Raut lambasts Shinde 
over Mumbai mayoral Post

MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut on Wednesday criti-
cized Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde 
regarding the Mumbai mayor-
al post. He said Shinde would 
have to convince senior BJP 
leaders to secure the post for 
Shiv Sena, calling the situa-
tion “insulting” for those dis-
playing Balasaheb Thacker-
ay’s photo yet seeking ap-
proval from BJP leaders in 
Delhi.

The BJP-Sena alliance 
swept the BMC elections, 
with BJP winning 89 of 227 
seats, aiming for the mayoral 
post, while Shinde wants to 
maintain Shiv Sena’s legacy 
in India’s richest municipal 

corporation. Raut also ques-
tioned Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis’ presence at the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, saying 
the agreements signed there 
could have been done in 
Mumbai and urged disclosure 
of travel costs to taxpayers.

He added that the chief 
ministers’ Davos visits are un-
necessary from an Indian per-
spective, calling them “ridic-
ulous” and urging transparen-

cy in expenditures. Regarding 
two UBT corporators in Kaly-
an-Dombivli being unreach-
able, Raut said legal action, 
including disqualification pro-
ceedings, is underway.

The BMC election results 
favored the BJP-Sena alli-
ance, which won 118 seats, 
while Shiv Sena (UBT) se-
cured 65 seats and MNS six 
in Mumbai. In Kalyan-Dom-
bivli, Mahayuti won 103 of 
122 seats; BJP took 50 and 
Shinde’s Shiv Sena 53, while 
Shiv Sena (UBT) won 11 and 
MNS five seats.

Meanwhile, former BMC 
Mayor Kishori Pednekar was 
elected as the leader of Shiv 
Sena (UBT) corporators after 
defeating Rupal Kusale in 
Ward No. 199.

Colonel Westlake bids 
farewell as UK naval advisor

NEW DELHI

The British High Com-
miss ion  in  Ind ia  on 
Wednesday marked the 
end of Royal Marines 
Colonel Simon Westlake’s 
tenure as UK Naval Advi-
sor to India, recognising 
h i s  con t r ibu t ions  to 
strengthening naval coop-
eration between the two 
countries. Colonel West-
lake had taken charge in 
January 2024 from Cap-
tain Ian Lynn and previ-
ously served as Air Advi-
sor and UK Defence Atta-
che to the Caribbean and 
Ghana.

In an X post, the De-
fence Section of the Brit-
ish High Commission 
said, “As Royal Marines 
Col Simon Westlake’s 
chapter as UK Naval Ad-
visor to India comes to a 
close, we salute his ser-
vice and steady hand at 
the  he lm.”  The  pos t  
announced that Captain 
D a n i e l  P e s k e t t  w i l l  
take over as the new Na-
val Advisor, a move ex-

pected to further enhance 
maritime collaboration 
and defence ties. “With 
Captain Daniel Peskett 
taking over,  we look 
ahead with confidence 
and renewed energy. Fair 
winds  and fo l lowing 
seas!” it added.

The transition comes 
amid India-UK defence 
cooperation under the In-
dia-UK Vision 2035, en-
dorsed last year by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

and UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer. The Vision 
includes a 10-year De-
fence Industrial Roadmap, 
strategic coordination via 
upgraded 2+2 dialogues, 
advanced technology col-
laboration, and joint mili-
tary exercises. India will 
also serve as a regional 
logistics hub for UK forc-
es, and both sides will 
work on counterterrorism, 
cyber threats, and irregu-
lar migration, while en-
hancing cyber resilience 
and protecting critical in-
frastructure.

Additionally, maritime 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  b e 
strengthened under the In-
do-Pacific Oceans’ Initia-
tive, including the cre-
ation of a Regional Mari-
time Security Centre of 
Excellence. Colonel West-
lake’s tenure is seen as a 
b r idge  in  deepen ing 
UK-India naval ties, and 
Captain Peskett’s appoint-
ment is expected to con-
tinue this trajectory of 
cooperation and strategic 
partnership.

Delhi HC directs timely land 
provision for judicial housing

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday issued directions 
to ensure timely provision of 
land for residential accom-
modation of judicial officers 
at CBD Shahdara and Rohi-
ni. The order followed a writ 
petition filed by Sahil A. 
Garg Narwarna.

A Division Bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Deven-
dra Kumar Upadhyaya and 
Justice Tejas Karia, took 
note of an affidavit from the 
Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA), which confirmed 
approval of a plot at CBD 
Shahdara for staff quarters. 
A fresh possession letter was 
issued on January 8, 2026, 
in favour of the Law Depart-
ment. The Bench directed 
that upon taking possession, 

the Law Department and 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) must fence the land 
to prevent encroachment and 
ensure security.

The Court also noted that 
the current land use at CBD 
Shahdara is commercial and 
must be converted to resi-
dential. Authorities were 
asked to complete the land-

use change within three 
months. All relevant depart-
ments and ministries have 
been asked to comply.

Regarding judicial hous-
ing in Rohini, two plots 
were identified at Village 
Shahbad, Daulatpur, after a 
site inspection on October 
22, 2025. The DDA has is-
sued an allotment letter for a 
larger  plot  adjacent  to  
existing judicial quarters. 
The Bench directed the  
concerned authorities to  
take  possess ion wi thin  
eight weeks and ensure bud-
getary arrangements are in 
place.

The DDA and GNCTD 
must file a status report on 
progress at both Shahdara 
and Rohini. The matter will 
be reviewed next on April 6, 
2026.

Telangana panchayat 
authorities booked  

over dog culling

RANGAREDDY

Te l a n g a n a  P o l i c e  o n 
Wednesday registered a case 
against the Gram Panchayat 
of Yacharam village in Ran-
gareddy district for allegedly 
kil l ing about 100 stray  
dogs. 

The case followed a com-
plaint filed by the Stay Ani-
mal  Foundat ion,  which 
named the village sarpanch, 
ward members, and pancha-
yat secretary. Authorities 
have initiated an investiga-
tion, and further inquiry is 
underway to verify the  
allegations.

Earlier this month, a simi-
lar case emerged in Shayam-
pet and Arepally villages, 
where police registered an 
FIR against nine people, in-
cluding the Shayampet sar-
panch, for allegedly killing 
300 stray dogs. According to 
the FIR, the sarpanch’s staff 

had reportedly hired two in-
dividuals to kill the animals 
using poisonous injections. 
The case was filed under 
Section 11(1)(a)(l) of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals Act, 1960, and BNS 
325 for mischief by killing 
or maiming animals.

P Ranjith Rao, Circle In-
spector at Shayampet Police 
Station, said many residents 
reported dog bi tes  and  
skin infections. Post-mortem 
examinations of the de-
ceased animals were con-
ducted at the Regional Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory 
(RFSL).

Authorities stated that 
these actions underscore the 
need for strict enforcement 
of animal protection laws. 
The investigation aims to  
establish the facts, ensure 
accountability, and prevent 
such  i nc iden t s  i n  t he  
future.

Acharya Lokesh 
Muni launches 

global peace 
initiative

NEW DELHI

Jain spiritual leader Acharya 
Lokesh Muni on Wednesday 
emphasised that war, vio-
lence, and terrorism have no 
place in today’s world. Speak-
ing during the fifth day of a 
nine-day katha organised by 
Pujya Morari Bapu in Delhi 
for the World Peace Centre 
Mission, he highlighted a new 
initiative aimed at resolving 
global conflicts through  
dialogue.

Acharya Lokesh Muni said 
he has been tasked with form-
ing a globally impactful com-
mittee to intervene in conflict 
zones and promote peaceful 
solutions. “Wherever there is 
conflict, war, or violence, that 
committee will intervene and 
resolve it through dialogue,” 
he said. He added that the 
katha also serves as a plat-
form to dispel social and 
global misconceptions.

Bageshwar Dham chief 
Dhirendra Krishna Shastri 
praised the initiative and ex-
pressed gratitude for establish-

i n g  t h e 
W o r l d 
Peace Cen-
tre, calling 
it a unifying 
effort for 
the cause of 
S a n a t a n 
Dharma. He 

also announced that Acharya 
Lokesh Muni will now be hon-
oured as Acharya Lokesh 
Muni Sanatani.

Shastri highlighted the 
need for “Hindutva Intelli-
gence”  (HI)  a longs ide  
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in 
modern times. He said Dhar-
ma can unite the country, 
prevent violence, avert glob-
al conflicts, and guide hu-
manity towards non-violence 
and peace. “It is Dharma that 
can save the world from a 
Third World War and lead 
people to peaceful paths,” he 
added.

The initiative is expected to 
strengthen global peace ef-
forts while promoting dia-
logue, non-violence, and spir-
itual unity across nations and 
societies.
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China Develops Robot For Precise Eye Surgery
BEIJING

 
Chinese researchers have de-
veloped an autonomous robot 
capable of performing deli-
cate eye injections with high 
precision and safety. The sys-
tem was created by the Insti-
tute of Automation under the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
to treat retinal diseases.

In a study published in Sci-
ence Robotics, the robot suc-
cessfully completed subreti-
nal and intravascular injec-
tions in animal tests with 
100% accuracy. Eye surgery 
is difficult because of the 
tiny, soft structures of the or-
gan. The robot uses advanced 

algorithms for 3D spatial 
perception, precise position-
ing, and trajectory control to 
guide its robotic arm.

Tests on eyeball models, ex 
vivo pig eyes, and live ani-
mals showed the robot re-
duced positioning errors by 

nearly 80% compared to man-
ual surgery. Even against sur-
geon-controlled robotic sur-
gery, errors dropped by about 
55%, highlighting improved 
safety and consistency. Re-
searchers said the system 
could shorten training periods 
for surgeons and make com-
plex surgeries possible in re-
mote or extreme locations 
without specialist doctors.

In November 2025, a Chi-
nese medical team successful-
ly performed a remote robotic 
retinal injection using a 
5G-connected robot. The sur-
gery took place over 4,000 
kilometers apart, with a robot 
in Urumqi positioning the 

needle while surgeons in 
Guangzhou guided it to the 
retina and injected medica-
tion. The operation took less 
than seven minutes, with the 
network stable and the robot 
responding smoothly.

This advancement marks a 
major step in combining ro-
botics and telemedicine to 
improve surgical accuracy, 
expand access to eye care, 
and reduce risks in microsur-
geries. Experts believe such 
autonomous systems could 
revolutionize ophthalmology 
worldwide, bridging gaps be-
tween urban hospitals and re-
mote regions while ensuring 
safer and faster treatments.

EYE ROBOT

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Court Ban Ignored As Trees 
Felled On Lahore Campus

LAHORE
 

Despite a clear Lahore High 
Court order banning tree cutting, 
dozens of trees were reportedly 
felled at Punjab University, rais-
ing public anger and student crit-
icism online. The controversy 
began after the western boundary 
wall near the Shaikh Zayed Is-
lamic Centre partially collapsed 
following heavy rain and wind. 
The university’s engineering de-
partment reportedly recommend-
ed removing damaged trees, and 
a private contractor began cutting 
them over the weekend when the 

campus was mostly empty.
The Shajar Dost Community 

alleged that no public tender was 
advertised for the tree-cutting 
contract and that nearly 60 
trees, including fruit-bearing 
mango and jambolan varieties, 
were removed unlawfully. The 
contract, reportedly worth PKR 
550,000, was allegedly award-
ed without notifying the auc-
tion committee. Students and 
environmental activists quickly 
shared videos and images on-
line, accusing the university of 
ignoring the court order and 
harming green cover in the city.

Eyes on the stars, feet on the ground...
Sunita Williams'  

Indian roots
Sunita Williams's father was a neuro-

anatomist born in Jhulasan, in Mehsana 
District, Gujarat, but later migrated to the 

US and married Bonnie Pandya, a Slo-
venian. Born in Euclid, Ohio, she consid-
ers Needham, Massachusetts to be her 
hometown. Willians and her husband, 
Michael, enjoy hanging out with their 

dogs, working out, working on houses, 
cars, aeroplanes, hiking and camping. The 

Indian-Slovenian descent consistently 
promoted STEM fields, frequently carry-
ing items of personal significance to her 

heritage into space, such as a copy of the 
Bhagavad Gita and a Ganesha idol. 

‘Space, an absolute 
favourite place to be’
“Anyone who knows me knows that space 
is my absolute favourite place to be,” said 
Sunita Williams. “It’s been an incredible 
honour to have served in the Astronaut 
Office and have had the opportunity to 

fly in space three times. I had an amazing 
27-year career at NASA, and that is mainly 
because of all the wonderful love and sup-
port I’ve received from my colleagues. The 

International Space Station, the people, 
the engineering, and the science are truly 

awe-inspiring and have made the next 
steps of exploration to the Moon and Mars 
possible. I hope the foundation we set has 
made these bold steps a little easier. I am 

super excited for NASA and its partner 
agencies as we take these next steps, and 

I can’t wait to watch the agency make 
history,” she was quoted by NASA.

Former South Korean PM 
Sentenced Over Insurrection

South 
Korea’s ex-

Prime Minister 
Han Duck-soo re-

ceived a long prison 
sentence for his 

insurrection 
role

SEOUL
 

South Korea’s former Prime 
Minister Han Duck-soo was 
sentenced to 23 years in pris-
on on Wednesday for his role 
in an insurrection linked to 
former President Yoon Suk 
Yeol’s brief imposition of 
martial law on December 3, 
2024. The Seoul Central Dis-
trict Court ruled this was the 
first case confirming the de-
cree as an insurrection. Han’s 
punishment exceeded the 15 
years requested by special 
counsel Cho Eun-suk’s team.

The court said Han helped 
organize the insurrection by 
urging Yoon to convene a 
Cabinet meeting before issu-
ing the martial law decree. He 
did not oppose the decree 
during the meeting and al-
legedly encouraged Interior 
Minister Lee Sang-min to cut 

power and water to media 
critical of the administra-
tion. The judge em-
phasized that Han 
neglected his con-
stitutional duties 
and responsibilities 
as a prime minister, 
choosing instead to 
participate in the in-
surrection.

Han also signed a revised 
proclamation after the decree 
was lifted to make it appear 

legitimate and lied under oath 
at the Constitutional Court. 
He is the first member of 
Yoon’s Cabinet to be sen-
tenced. Han denied the allega-
tions, claiming he knew noth-
ing about the martial law 
plans beyond the decree itself 
and never supported them.

The ruling could affect 
Yoon’s own trial, which end-
ed last week with prosecutors 
seeking the death penalty. 

Yoon’s verdict is expect-
ed on February 19. 

Under South Ko-
rea’s Constitution, 
an insurrection is 
defined as any act 
aimed at  over-

throwing the state 
or subverting the 

Constitution, whether 
through a riot or by attempt-
ing to remove authority over 
part or all of the country.

Japanese Court Sentences 
Abe’s Killer To Life

TOKYO
 

A Japanese court on Wednes-
day sentenced Tetsuya Ya-
magami, 45, to life in prison 
for assassinating former 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 
2022. The Nara District Court 
described the attack, carried 
out using a homemade gun, as 
“vile and extremely 
vicious.” Prosecutors 
had requested life 
imprisonment, which 
the court upheld.

Yamagami admit-
ted shooting Abe 
while he gave a 
speech in Nara. His defence 
asked for a shorter term of 20 
years, claiming Yamagami’s 
difficult upbringing and harm 
caused by the Unification 
Church influenced his ac-
tions. Yamagami said his 
family suffered financially 
due to his mother’s 100 mil-
lion yen donations to the re-

ligious group and believed 
Abe was connected to the 
church’s political influence. 
The court found him guilty 
of murder and violating Ja-
pan’s Firearms and Swords 
Control Law, despite the de-
fence arguing that his home-
made gun was not covered 
under the law.

The assassination 
drew national atten-
tion to the Unifica-
tion Church’s fund-
raising practices. 
Following public 
concern, the Japa-
nese government in-

vestigated, leading to a Tokyo 
court order to dissolve the 
church and remove its tax 
benefits. Laws regulating ma-
nipulative fundraising were 
also enacted in 2022 to pro-
tect members’ children.

Shinzo Abe, Japan’s lon-
gest-serving prime minister, 
died at 67 after being shot.
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After three decades with NASA, as-
tronaut Sunita Williams has official-
ly retired, closing a career that blend-
ed grit, record-breaking endurance 
and quiet trailblazing. Her career 
also involves commanding the Inter-
national Space Station to running a 
marathon in orbit.

The announcement of her retire-
ment comes as Williams (60), is vis-
iting India, where she addressed an 
interactive session at the American 
Centre on Tuesday, reflecting on a 
journey that took her from Earth’s 
surface to some of the longest and 
most demanding missions aboard the 
International Space Station.

At the event, titled “Eyes on the 
Stars, Feet on the Ground,” Wil-
liams spoke about one of the tough-
est phases of her career, an eight-
day mission that unexpectedly 
stretched into more than nine 
months in space after technical 
problems on Boeing’s Starliner 
spacecraft. What was meant to be 
routine became a defining test of 
resilience as she and her crewmates 
adapted to an extended stay in orbit.

A LEGACY OF 27 YEARS

NASA formally confirmed her retire-
ment in a statement issued on Janu-
ary 20. “After 27 years of service, 
NASA astronaut Suni Williams re-
tired from the agency, effective Dec. 
27, 2025. Williams completed three 
missions aboard the International 
Space Station, setting numerous hu-
man spaceflight records throughout 
her career,” the agency said.

“Suni Williams has been a trail-
blazer in human spaceflight, shaping 
the future of exploration through her 
leadership aboard the space station 
and paving the way for commercial 
missions to low Earth orbit,” NASA 
Administrator Jared Isaacman said. 
“Her work advancing science and 
technology has laid the foundation 
for Artemis missions to the Moon 
and advancing toward Mars, and her 
extraordinary achievements will con-
tinue to inspire generations to dream 
big and push the boundaries of 
what’s possible,” he added.

Born on September 19, 1965, in 
Euclid, Ohio, to a Gujarati father, 
Deepak Pandya, from Jhulasan in 
Gujarat’s Mehsana district, and a 
Slovenian mother, Ursuline Bonnie 
Pandya, Williams has long been a 
source of pride across continents. 

Over the course of her career, she 
logged 608 cumulative days in 
space, second among NASA astro-
nauts, and completed nine space-
walks totalling 62 hours and six 
minutes, the most by any woman 
and the fourth-highest overall.

'SPACE, SECOND HOME'

Williams herself described space 
as home. “Anyone who knows me 
knows that space is my absolute fa-
vourite place to be,” she said. “It's 
been an incredible honour to have 
served in the Astronaut Office and 
have had the opportunity to fly in 
space three times. I had an amazing 
27-year career at NASA, and that is 
mainly because of all the wonderful 
love and support I’ve received from 
my colleagues.”

CAREER MILESTONES

Her career milestones span multiple 
eras of spaceflight—from launching 
aboard space shuttle Discovery in 
2006, to commanding the space sta-
tion, to flying on both Boeing and 
SpaceX spacecraft. A retired US 
Navy captain, Williams is also an 
accomplished pilot with more than 
4,000 flight hours across 40 aircraft.

Reflecting on what lies ahead, 
she said the space station and the 
science conducted there have made 
future exploration possible. “I hope 
the foundation we set has made 
these bold steps a little easier. I am 
super excited for NASA and its 
partner agencies as we take these 
next steps, and I can’t wait to 
watch the agency make history.”

�A NAVAL PILOT,  
AN ASTRONAUT

Before frequently commuting to 
space, Williams built her career in 
the US Navy, flying helicopter mis-
sions during Operation Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. She later 
became a test pilot, a role that de-
mands precision,  calm deci-
sion-making, and an ability to han-
dle experimental aircraft, all quali-
ties that later defined her career as a 
prominent astronaut. In 1998, Wil-
liams was selected as a Nasa astro-
naut, and joined the space agency at 
a time when the ISS was still taking 
shape. Astronauts then were not just 
scientists but builders, expected to 
assemble and maintain a complex 
laboratory while living inside it.

RECORD TIME IN ORBIT

Across multiple missions, Williams 
spent more than 320 cumulative days 
in space, making her one of Nasa’s 
most experienced long-duration as-
tronauts. Williams has also spent 608 
days in space across her career, put-
ting her second on the list of cumu-
lative time in space by a Nasa astro-
naut. Her last mission saw her get 
stuck aboard the ISS.

The silver lining was that she saw 
her name climb the ranks on the list 
of American astronauts with the lon-
gest single spaceflight. She ranks 
sixth, tied with Butch Wilmore, who 
too was stuck in space along with 
Williams for a total of 286 days.

Williams' missions focused heavi-
ly on research into how the human 
body adapts to microgravity, includ-
ing bone density loss, muscle weak-
ening, balance disorders, and car-
diovascular changes.

This work became increasing-
ly important as space agencies 
began planning missions be-
yond low Earth orbit, including 
long stays on the Moon and 
eventual journeys to Mars.

A SPACEWALKER

Williams is also remembered 
for her extensive work outside 
the ISS. She completed nine 
spacewalks throughout 
her career, spending 
more than 60 hours 
in the vacuum of 
space.  I t ' s  the 
most amount of 
time a woman 
has spent space-
walking, and 
ranks fourth in 
the all-time cu-
m u l a t i v e 
spacewalk du-
ration in Na-
sa's history. 
These  mi s -
sions involved 
installing new 
p o w e r  s y s -
tems, repairing 
cooling lines, 
and upgrading 
station hard-
ware. Williams’ 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
during these op-
erations made her a 
trusted choice for com-
plex repairs.

COMMANDER WILLIAMS

In 2012, Williams became the commander of 
the ISS, placing her in charge of daily station 
operations and crew safety. The role required 
coordination with mission control centres in 
the US, Russia, Europe, and Japan, often 
across different time zones and languages. 
Her command came during a period when 
the ISS was evolving into a fully operational 
research platform, hosting hundreds of ex-
periments simultaneously. As Sunita Wil-
liams steps away from active service, she 
leaves behind more than flight records. Her 
career stands as a testament to the notion that 
space exploration is not just about rockets 
and technology. It's also about people who 
can adapt, endure, and lead far from Earth.
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Gold Hits Record Highs In Domestic Markets
NEW DELHI

Gold futures surged to a re-
cord high in domestic and 
global markets on Wednesday, 
driven by strong safe haven 
demand amid rising global 
uncertainty.

On the Multi Commodity 
Exchange, gold futures for 
February delivery jumped by 
Rs 7,774 to hit an all time 
high of Rs 1,58,339 per 10 
grams, marking the third 
straight session of gains. Pric-
es have risen sharply over the 
past three trading days, climb-
ing by Rs 15,822, or over 11 

per cent, since January 16.
Silver also continued its up-

ward move and touched a 
fresh record on the exchange. 

Silver futures for March de-
livery surged by Rs 11,849 to 
Rs 3,35,521 per kilogram, re-
flecting strong buying interest 

in precious metals.
Market experts said inves-

tors are shifting money away 
from risky assets as global 
trade tensions and geopoliti-
cal worries increase. Rahul 
Kalantri of Mehta Equities 
said the rally in gold and sil-
ver is supported by weakness 
in global equity markets and 
growing demand for safety.

In overseas markets, gold fu-
tures on the Comex crossed the 
USD 4,800 per ounce level for 
the first time. February gold 
contracts rose to around USD 
4,880 per ounce, while silver 
traded close to record highs.

Analysts said rupee weak-
ness has made gold imports 
costlier, adding to domestic 
price gains. Expectations of 
future interest rate cuts by the 
US Federal Reserve, falling 
bond yields and ongoing geo-
political tensions are further 
supporting the rally in bullion 
prices.

With uncertainty persisting, 
experts expect demand for 
gold and silver to remain firm 
in the near term, keeping pric-
es elevated across domestic 
and international markets in 
coming sessions despite short 
term volatility risks ahead.

GOLD RALLY

QUICK READ
NSEIX, FIDC  

Join Hands for NBFC 
Funding

OnePlus India  
Rejects Shutdown 

Rumours Online

Rupee Falls  
Sharply Past  

91.50 Per Dollar

New Delhi
NSE International Ex-

change, a wholly owned 
arm of the National Stock 
Exchange, on Wednesday 

signed a memorandum 
of understanding with the 

Finance Industry Devel-
opment Council. The 

agreement aims to help 
non-banking financial 
companies raise funds 
through the GIFT IFSC 

platform. FIDC is a 
self-regulatory body for 
NBFCs. The partnership 

will support listing of 
debt and other instru-

ments on NSEIX and of-
fer new debt and equity 
products to meet long-

term funding needs.

New Delhi
OnePlus India on 

Wednesday denied re-
ports claiming it is shut-
ting down operations in 

the country. The company 
said such reports are false 
and based on online mis-
information. OnePlus In-

dia CEO Robin Liu said 
the firm is operating as 

usual and will continue its 
business normally. He 

urged people to rely only 
on official sources before 
sharing unverified claims. 
The clarification comes at 
a time when smartphone 

companies in India are 
facing strong competition 

and closer scrutiny of 
partnerships.

Mumbai
The rupee fell 61 paise to 

a record low of 91.58 
against the US dollar on 

Wednesday. Weak global 
mood and steady foreign 
fund selling hurt the cur-
rency. Traders said global 
tensions and tariff wor-

ries made investors cau-
tious. A fall in local 

shares added pressure. 
The rupee opened at 
91.05 and slid sharply 

during trade. Stocks de-
clined and foreign inves-
tors sold shares worth Rs 
2,938 crore, while oil and 

the dollar eased.

Markets Expect Greenland Deal 
After Davos, Says Ajay Bagga

Market analyst Ajay Bagga says investors remain calm, expecting  
negotiations over Greenland tensions to limit fallout for global markets

MUMBAI

Market expert Ajay Bagga 
said global investors are 
largely pricing in a deal on 
Greenland after the World 
Economic Forum summit 
ends. He said recent tensions 
between the United States and 
Europe have raised tariff wor-
ries and short term “sell 
America” trades, but the im-
pact remains limited. Accord-
ing to Bagga, most investors 
believe former US President 
Donald Trump will return 
from Davos with a negotiated 
arrangement rather than an 
escalation.

Bagga explained that mar-
kets expect the United States 
to seek limited strategic ac-
cess, such as military bases, 
while avoiding a wider con-

flict. He added that investors 
feel Europe can slow any 
sharp rise in tensions through 
firm talks. As a result, bond 
markets are not expecting 
lasting pressure on US Trea-
sury yields.

The Greenland issue inten-
sified in January 2026 when 
Trump renewed efforts to ac-

quire the territory from Den-
mark. This move added un-
certainty to global markets 
and revived questions about 
long standing alliances. Bag-
ga said Europe is now under 
pressure to raise defence 
spending and reduce security 
dependence on Washington.

He also noted that Europe 
may speed up free trade 
agreements with other regions 
to cut reliance on the US. 
Highlighting strong ties, Bag-

ga said US and European 
trade totals about 1.5 trillion 
dollars, with companies hold-
ing nearly 4.7 trillion dollars 
in shared assets.

Bagga warned that decades 
of global order are being test-
ed, pointing to unusual politi-
cal messaging and maps. Still, 
he said markets expect limits 
to these actions. He added 
that de dollarisation may 
grow slowly, but the dollar 
bonds remain dominant.

Union IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw rejected the IMF chief’s 
view placing India in a second tier of AI economies, saying 
India ranks among global leaders. Speaking at Davos, he 
cited Stanford rankings on AI readiness and said India is 

advancing across applications, models, chips, infrastruc-
ture and energy, while building an independent AI path and 

focusing on practical, service-driven AI deployment.

Cabinet Clears 
Equity Boost For 

SIDBI Support
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Wednes-
day approved a major equity 
support package of Rs 5,000 
crore for the Small Industries 
Development Bank of India to 
strengthen lending to micro, 
small and medium enterprises. 
The decision was taken at a 
meeting chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and is 
aimed at improving credit flow 
to small businesses across the 
country.

According to the govern-
ment, the equity will be infused 
by the Department of Financial 
Services in three phases. An 
amount of Rs 3,000 crore will 
be provided in the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year, followed by Rs 
1,000 crore each in the next 
two years. This phased support 
will help SIDBI maintain a 
strong capital base while ex-
panding operations.

The Finance Ministry said 
the additional capital will al-
low SIDBI to raise funds at 
competitive rates from the 
market. This, in turn, is ex-
pected to increase affordable 
loans for MSMEs operating in 
manufacturing, services and 
emerging sectors.

With improved access to fi-

nance, the number of MSMEs 
supported by SIDBI is project-
ed to rise from 76.26 lakh to 
nearly 102 lakh by the end of 
the 2028 financial year. Offi-
cials said about 25.74 lakh new 
enterprises are likely to benefit 
during this period.

The move is also expected to 
have a positive impact on em-
ployment. Based on existing 
trends, the expansion of 
MSME credit could help gen-
erate around 1.12 crore new 
jobs nationwide.

The government said the eq-
uity support will also prepare 
SIDBI for future needs, includ-
ing digital lending platforms, 
collateral free credit products 
and venture debt for startups. 
Maintaining adequate capital 
will ensure the bank remains 
stable even under stress condi-
tions. The decision underlines 
the government’s focus on 
strengthening MSMEs for sus-
tainable growth.

Rs 5,000 crore equity 
infusion aims to 

strengthen SIDBI and 
expand affordable credit 

access for millions of  
small businesses 

nationwide

India’s inclusive artificial intelligence ambitions took centre stage 
ahead of the India-AI Impact Summit 2026.

Inclusive AI Vision Highlighted 
At India AI Impact Pre-Event

NEW DELHI

AI4India, along with Intel In-
dia, BharatGen and IHFC of 
IIT Delhi, will host the offi-
cial pre-event for the India-AI 
Impact Summit 2026 on Jan-
uary 23 at IIT Delhi’s Re-
search and Innovation Park. 
The event is themed “Build-
ing Inclusive AI for India and 
the World” and will focus on 
using technology to solve real 
social challenges.

Organisers said the day-
long programme aims to 
promote responsible, inclu-
sive and scalable AI solu-
tions suited to India’s di-
verse needs. It will also en-
courage cooperation be-
tween government, industry, 
researchers and startups.

The pre-event will feature 
keynote addresses and panel 
discussions with over 30 
speakers from policy, aca-
demia and industry. Notable 
participants include AI4India 
co-founder Shashi Shekhar Ve-
mpati, IIT Delhi Director Ran-
gan Banerjee, Intel India Pres-
ident Gokul Subramaniam and 
BharatGen CEO Rishi Bal.

A major highlight will be 
the launch of a detailed report 
on the future of employability 
in the age of AI. The study 
offers guidance for students, 
institutions and industry on 
preparing for AI-driven work-
places.

An innovation expo will 
showcase 25 emerging AI 
startups working on solutions 
for healthcare, education, cli-

mate resilience and smart 
governance. These startups 
will present technologies de-
signed for large-scale public 
impact.

AI4India co-founder Alok 
Agrawal said the platform 
highlights Indian-built AI 
solutions that benefit society. 
Intel’s Gokul Subramaniam 
said partnerships are vital for 
developing affordable AI to 
address population-scale chal-
lenges.

IHFC IIT Delhi will sup-
port promising startups with 
funding of up to Rs 2 crore. 
The event is backed by Next-
Gen Cloud Technologies and 
the Centre of Policy Research 
and Governance, strengthen-
ing India’s growing AI eco-
system.

Universities Must Drive Innovation 
And Entrepreneurship Nationwide

BENGALURU

Governor Thawar Chand Ge-
hlot on Wednesday urged uni-
versities to actively promote 
innovations that address chal-
lenges in rural development, 
healthcare, education, environ-
ment, and digital inclusion.

Inaugurating the two-day 
South Zone Vice Chancellors’ 
Conference-2026 at Ramaiah 
University of Applied Scienc-
es (RUAS), jointly organised 
by the Association of Indian 
Universities (AIU), he said In-
dia can move from a knowl-
edge-based economy to an in-
novation-driven global leader 
only if universities become 
centres of entrepreneurship. 
He stressed exposing youth to 
the latest technologies to en-
hance skills,  encourage 
self-employment, and contrib-
ute to national development.

Highlighting South India’s 
leadership in education, sci-
ence, and technology, the Gov-
ernor cited Bengaluru as a 
model where education, re-
search, and industry collabora-

tions create global-level inno-
vations. He called for expand-
ing this model nationwide. 
Conference discussions will 
focus on fostering entrepre-
neurial thinking, establishing 
incubation and innovation cen-
tres, and strengthening univer-
sity-industry partnerships.

Gehlot said entrepreneurship 
is not just for economic 
growth but also drives social 
change, sustainable develop-
ment, and inclusive progress. 
He emphasised higher educa-
tion institutions should act as 
hubs of innovation, leadership, 
and nation-building. With 
guidance, resources, and op-
portunities, students’ ideas can 
lead to self-reliance, employ-

ment generation, and societal 
benefits. He also lauded RUAS 
for its modern infrastructure, 
interdisciplinary approach, re-
search initiatives, innovative 
teaching methods, and industry 
linkages, which help students 
grow intellectually and person-
ally. RUAS Vice Chancellor 
Dr. Kuldeep Kumar Raina said 
around 120 Vice Chancellors 
attended in person, while 100 
joined online. AIU President 
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak 
urged institutions to equip stu-
dents with knowledge of inno-
vation to become entrepre-
neurs, noting that conference 
resolutions would be submit-
ted to the government for im-
plementation.

Budget 2026 Likely To 
Maintain Fiscal Deficit Steady
NEW DELHI

 
The upcoming Union Budget 
2026 is expected to maintain 
the fiscal deficit at 4.4 per 
cent of GDP, the same as 
FY26, according to a report 
by Nuvama. The Finance 
Minister is unlikely to pursue 
further fiscal consolidation, 
even as the Indian economy 
shows early signs of recov-
ery.

The report noted that while 
tax cuts in 2025 have boosted 
consumption in certain areas, 
broader spending cuts to 
meet FY26 targets have lim-
ited widespread benefits. For 
FY27, monetary easing mea-
sures need to be comple-
mented with fiscal support, 
but a full-fledged fiscal ex-
pansion is unlikely. Instead, 
the government may pause 
further consolidation to sus-
tain growth momentum.

To strengthen investment, 
the report suggested relying 
on large disinvestments and 
encouraging public sector 
undertakings to increase cap-
ital expenditure, which has 

been slow in recent years. 
Measures such as deregula-
t i o n ,  c r e d i t - g u a r a n t e e 
schemes, and steps to im-
prove the ease of doing busi-
ness may also feature in the 
budget. A credit guarantee 
scheme for microfinance in-
stitutions to support low-in-
come borrowers is under 
consideration.

Nuvama highlighted that 
while higher development 
spending and capex can help, 
corporate earnings may con-
tinue to face pressures, and 
external risks remain a con-
cern. Tweaks to capital gains 
taxes could influence near-
term market sentiment.

The report added that 
FY26 focused on consump-
tion via tax rationalisation, 
while FY27 is likely to em-
phasize investment support 
through deregulation. Sectors 
expected to receive attention 
include semiconductors, AI, 
robotics, and exports. Over-
all, the FY27 budget is pro-
jected to support growth 
modestly, with recovery re-
maining gradual but steady.

Discoms Must Be Financially 
Strong For Better Services

NEW DELHI

Power Minister Manohar Lal 
on Wednesday said that India’s 
power sector is set to grow 
enormously, and strong, finan-
cially empowered Discoms are 
essential for better services 
and consumer satisfaction.

Speaking at the inaugural 
session of the Electricity Dis-
tribution Industry Conference 
(EDICON: 2026), Lal high-
lighted that a thriving power 
sector is critical to support the 
country’s growing economy. 
He urged State Electricity 
Regulatory Commissions to 
adopt cost-reflective tariffs 
while ensuring targeted subsi-
dies for needy consumers, as 
per the Electricity Act.

The minister also released 
the first annual report of the 
All India Discoms Association 
(AIDA), which provides an 
overview of efforts by distri-
bution companies to enhance 
supply reliability, operational 
efficiency, and measures taken 
by the Ministry of Power and 
CERC to address sector chal-
lenges. During the event, Lal 
awarded 12 Discoms across 

six categories, representing 
states including Gujarat, Odis-
ha, Assam, Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, and West 
Bengal. Significantly, the pow-
er distribution sector has re-
ported a rare turnaround, with 
distribution companies and 
power departments posting a 
combined net profit after tax 
(PAT) of Rs 2,701 crore in 
FY2024-25. This marks a 
sharp improvement from a loss 
of Rs 25,553 crore in FY2023-
24 and a massive Rs 67,962 
crore loss in FY2013-14.

Since the unbundling and 
corporatisation of State Elec-
tricity Boards, Discoms had 
largely remained unprofitable, 
making this milestone historic. 
The minister described the 
achievement as the start of a 
new chapter for India’s power 
distribution system, crediting 
government reforms aimed at 
improving efficiency, financial 
health, and service quality of 
utilities. The development sig-
nals a positive outlook for In-
dia’s energy sector and en-
hanced consumer experience 
in the coming years.

Netflix Ad 
Revenue Surges 
Past $1.5 Billion 

Milestone
LOS GATOS

Streaming giant Netflix report-
ed ad revenue exceeding $1.5 
billion in 2025, more than 
doubling its advertising busi-
ness in just three years since 
launching ads on its platform. 
The company revealed its ad-
vertising earnings for the first 
time in its shareholder letter on 
January 21, 2026, showing a 
2.5-fold increase over 2024. 
Netflix expects ad revenue to 
double again in 2026, signal-
ing its strong focus on adver-
tising growth. Netflix forecast 
total revenue of $50.7 billion 
to $51.7 billion for 2026, re-
flecting 12% to 14% year-on-
year growth. Advertising was 
a major driver of its strong 
fourth-quarter performance, 
contributing to revenue of 
$12.1 billion, up 18% year-on-
year. Growth was also sup-
ported by membership gains 
and higher subscription pric-
ing. For the full year, Netflix 
posted revenue of $45.2 billion 
and an operating margin of 
29.5%, meeting or exceeding 
all targets. In 2025, Netflix 
tested AI tools to help adver-
tisers create customised cam-
paigns linked to its intellectual 
property, introducing automat-
ed workflows and AI-driven 
planning for ad concepts.
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In the bustling heart of 
Bengaluru, a high-rank-
ing police official's ca-

reer came to a screeching 
halt when a disturbing video 
surfaced online. The foot-
age, which quickly spread 
across social media plat-
forms, allegedly captured 
the officer in compromising 
situations with women in-
side his office, while in uni-
form. This incident not only 
sparked widespread outrage 
but also highlighted deeper 
issues within public institu-
tions. The state government 
responded swiftly, issuing a 
suspension order that cited 
behavior unbecoming of a 
public servant, one that had 
brought significant embar-
rassment to the administra-
tion. An inquiry was 
launched to investigate po-
tential violations of conduct 
rules, with the officer barred 

from leaving headquarters 
without permission and en-
titled only to standard al-
lowances during this period.

This wasn't the officer's 
first brush with controversy. 
Earlier scrutiny had arisen 
from connections to a gold 
smuggling case involving a 
family member, adding lay-
ers to the unfolding drama. 
Audio clips and additional 
videos emerged, intensify-
ing questions about profes-
sional ethics in government 
offices. The home minister 
emphasized the govern-
ment's rapid action, warning 
that further steps, including 
possible dismissal, could 
follow the probe. He de-
scribed such events as a 
stain on the police force's 
reputation, insisting that no 
level of seniority would 
shield wrongdoers. The ep-
isode left the public reeling, 

underscoring a commitment 
to upholding discipline and 
trust in state institutions 
amid national scrutiny.

This case serves as a stark 
reminder of how power, 
when misused, can erode 
the foundations of organiza-
tions. It echoes broader pat-
terns seen in workplaces 
everywhere—subtle intimi-
dations, unchecked privileg-
es, and systemic failures 
that allow misconduct to 
fester. Drawing from re-
al-world insights, this fea-
ture explores how authority 
can morph into something 
destructive, examining 
themes like intimidation, 
impunity, and the silent en-
ablers that perpetuate harm. 
Through these lenses, we 
uncover the human toll and 
pathways to reform, aiming 
to foster healthier, more eq-
uitable environments.

Power's Peril: A Deep Dive into Authority, 
Abuse, and Accountability in the Workplace

How Power Is Quietly Weaponized 
in Modern Workplaces

In many offices, the line be-
tween strong leadership and 
subtle coercion blurs, creat-
ing environments where 
employees feel constantly 
on edge. This form of in-
timidation often manifests 
through exclusion from key 
discussions, excessive mi-
cromanagement, or with-
holding critical information 
needed for success. Such 
tactics, though not always 
overt, chip away at morale 
and productivity, fostering 
a culture where fear replac-
es collaboration.

Consider how senior staff 
might foster hostile compe-
tition, pitting team mem-
bers against each other to 
maintain control. This can 
lead to backstabbing and a 
fractured team dynamic, 
where trust evaporates. Psy-
chological pressure builds 
when bosses use veiled 
threats or constant criti-
cism, making workers 
doubt their abilities 
and hesitate to voice 
ideas. Research 
shows these be-
haviors are com-
mon in hierarchi-

cal settings, where power 
imbalances allow them to 
thrive unchecked.

To combat this, organiza-
tions can implement clear 
guidelines on respectful 
communication and regular 
feedback sessions. Employ-
ees facing such issues 
should document incidents 
and seek support from HR 
or trusted allies. Ultimately, 
recognizing these subtle 
signs early can prevent es-
calation, turning po-
tential toxicity into 
opportunities for 
growth.

Signs of sub-
tle bullying: Re-
peated ex-
c l u -
sion 

from meetings, unfair 
workload distribution, or 
public humiliation dis-
guised as "feedback."

Impact on individuals: 
Increased stress, reduced 
self-esteem, and higher 
burnout rates.

Organizational fallout: 
Lower innovation as em-
ployees withdraw from con-
tributing ideas. By address-
ing these quietly weapon-

ized power dynamics, 
workplaces can 

shift toward in-
clusivity, where 
authority in-
spires rather 
than intimi-

dates.

High-level leaders often 
seem insulated from ac-
countability, even when 

their actions warrant scrutiny. 
This phenomenon stems from a 
mix of elite networks, fear of dis-
rupting the status quo, and inade-
quate enforcement mechanisms. 
When executives engage in 
wrongdoing, companies may opt 

for quiet settlements or internal 
wrist-slaps, prioritizing sta-
bility over justice.

One reason is the percep-
tion that punishing 

top brass 
could harm 
the organi-
z a t i o n ' s 
reputation 
or finances 
more than 
the  mis -
conduct it-
self. Prose-
cutors and 
b o a r d s 
h e s i t a t e , 

citing the complexity of proving 
intent or the risk of lengthy legal 
battles. This creates a cycle where 
lower-level staff bear the brunt of 
rules, while seniors operate with 
impunity.

Case examples illustrate how 
this plays out: Firms facing scan-
dals often see executives depart 
with golden parachutes, leaving 
employees and shareholders to 
suffer the fallout. To break this, 
stronger oversight from indepen-
dent boards and whistleblower 
protections are essential. Encour-
aging a culture where no one is 
above the law starts at the top, 
with transparent policies that ap-
ply universally.

Barriers to prosecution: Class 
affinities between enforcers and 
executives, plus resource-inten-
sive cases.
Consequences for companies: 
Eroded public trust and potential 
financial penalties.
Reform ideas: Mandatory report-
ing of executive misconduct and 
clawback provisions on compensa-

tion.
Humanizing this issue re-

veals the frustration of 
rank-and-file workers who 
witness double standards, 
urging a push for equita-
ble justice.

Why Misconduct by 
Top Executives Rarely 

Faces Consequences

From Leadership to Lordship: 
When Higher Positions Turn Into Personal Fiefdoms
Some leaders treat their domains like private 
kingdoms, prioritizing personal gain over col-
lective success. This shift occurs when un-
checked authority leads to empire-build-
ing, where departments become siloed 
territories defended fiercely against 
collaboration.

In such setups, resources are 
hoarded, decisions favor loyalty 
over merit, and innovation stalls 
as cross-functional efforts falter. 
Founders or long-tenured ex-
ecutives are particularly 
prone, clinging to control 
as organizations evolve 
beyond their initial vi-
sion.

The result? Teams 
feel undervalued, 
with morale plum-
meting as person-
al agendas over-
shadow shared 

goals. To counteract, promote distributed lead-
ership and regular audits of resource alloca-
tion. Encouraging rotation of roles can 

prevent entrenchment, fostering a more 
dynamic structure.

- Warning signs: Refusal to dele-
gate, territorial disputes between 

departments.
- Long-term damage: Stagnant 

growth and high turnover 
among talented staff.

- Solutions: Leadership 
training emphasizing ser-

vice over dominance.

By reframing power 
as a tool for empow-
erment, organiza-
tions can disman-
tle these fief-
doms and build 
resilient teams.

Promotions or Payoffs? How Favoritism 
and Nepotism Corrode Workplace Morale
When advancements hinge on connections 
rather than competence, resentment brews. Fa-
voritism—whether through family ties or 
friendships—undermines fairness, leading to 
unqualified individuals in key roles and demo-
tivated teams. Employees notice when relatives 
receive swift promotions or leniency on per-
formance, eroding trust in leadership. This not 
only stifles diversity but also hampers produc-
tivity as skilled workers disengage or leave.

Anti-nepotism policies, transparent hiring 
processes, and merit-based evaluations are vi-
tal fixes. Regular audits of promotion patterns 
can reveal biases, while anonymous feedback 
channels empower voices.
- Distinctions: Nepotism favors kin; favorit-
ism extends to friends.
- Effects on morale: Increased cynicism and 
reduced collaboration.

- Preventive measures: Clear criteria for ad-
vancements and conflict-of-interest disclo-
sures.

Restoring equity requires vigilance, ensur-
ing opportunities reflect effort and ability, not 
affiliations.

Whistleblowers at Risk: The High Cost of 
Speaking Against Workplace Corruption

Those who expose wrong-
doing often pay dearly, fac-
ing retaliation like isolation, 
demotion, or job loss. This 
fear deters reporting, allow-
ing corruption to persist.

Whistleblowers endure 
emotional strain, career set-

backs, and social stigma, 
despite legal protections. 
Their actions, driven by in-
tegrity, highlight systemic 
flaws but at personal ex-
pense. Strengthening safe-
guards, such as anonymous 
hotlines and anti-retaliation 

enforcement, can encourage 
speaking up. Recognizing 
their contributions publicly 
shifts perceptions from trai-
tors to heroes.
- Common risks: Profes-

sional ostracism and psy-
chological stress.
- Broader impact: Un-
checked fraud damages or-
ganizations financially.
- Support strategies: Legal 
aid and counseling for re-
porters.

Valuing these courageous 
acts builds ethical cultures 
where truth prevails over 
silence.
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GABRIEL JESUS RETURNS, 
ARSENAL STUN INTER

Brazilian striker shines on return, inspires Arsenal to Champions League victory
MILAN

Gabriel Jesus marked his re-
turn to Arsenal’s starting line-
up in emphatic fashion, scor-
ing twice to help the Gunners 
seal a historic 3-1 Champions 
League win over Inter Milan 
at San Siro.

Making only his third start 
of the season, Jesus delivered 
a dynamic first-half display 
that underlined his growing 
influence just a month after 
returning from a long injury 
layoff. 

The Brazilian forward had 
been sidelined for almost a 
year after tearing his ACL last 
January and was named play-

er of the match following his 
decisive contribution.

Jesus opened the scoring 
in the 10th minute with an 
instinctive finish, stretching 
to convert after Jurrien Tim-
ber’s effort fell invitingly in 
the box. Inter responded 
eight minutes later through 
Petar Sucic, but Arsenal re-
gained control when Jesus 
struck again in the 31st min-
ute. Bukayo Saka’s corner 
was flicked on by Leandro 
Trossard, allowing Jesus to 
head home from close 
range.

It was his first Champions 
League goal in more than two 
years, his previous strike in 

the competition having come 
against Lens in November 
2023. Visibly emotional after 
the match, Jesus said scoring 
at San Siro was a dream come 
true, recalling how he grew 
up watching Serie A and 
imagining moments like this.

Arsenal manager Mikel Ar-
teta opted to start Jesus ahead 
of Viktor Gyökeres, who has 
struggled for consistency 
since his summer move from 
Sporting Lisbon. Gyökeres 
was introduced in the 75th 
minute and made an immedi-
ate impact, scoring Arsenal’s 
third goal nine minutes later 
to seal the victory.

“This is great, we’ve been 

missing Gabby a lot,” Arteta 
said. “It raises his confidence 
and the team’s. Having differ-
ent profiles in that position 
only makes us stronger.”

The win ensured table-top-
ping Arsenal qualified for the 
Champions League knockout 
stage and saw them claim 
seven consecutive European 
victories for the first time in 
the club’s history. Still chas-
ing a maiden Champions 
League title, Arteta’s side also 
leads the Premier League by 
seven points and will next 
host Manchester United, car-
rying momentum from a 
memorable European night in 
Milan.

Man City shocked by Bodo/Glimt
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Norwegian minnows shock Guardiola’s side as 

City slump to embarrassing Arctic defeat

BODO

Manchester City endured one 
of the most humiliating nights 
in their European history after 
suffering a stunning 3-1 de-
feat to Bodo/Glimt in the 
Champions League, as the 
N o r w e g i a n  u n d e r d o g s 
claimed their first-ever group-
stage victory in the competi-
tion.

In freezing conditions at the 
Aspmyra Stadion, located just 
north of the Arctic Circle, Pep 
Guardiola’s side were over-
whelmed by relentless press-
ing and ruthless finishing 
from a team playing its maid-
en Champions League group 
campaign. Kasper Hogh 
struck twice in the first half 
before Jens Petter Hauge add-
ed a spectacular third after the 
break to leave City reeling.

Rayan Cherki briefly gave 
the visitors hope with a fine 
strike moments after Hauge’s 
goal, but City’s misery deep-
ened when Rodri was sent off 
for two quick yellow cards, 
effectively ending any hopes 
of a comeback.

Bodo/Glimt, whose entire 
population of around 55,000 
could fit inside City’s Etihad 
Stadium, ignored the vast gulf 
in finances and pedigree to 

outplay the 2023 European 
champions. 

Managed by Kjetil Knut-
sen, the Norwegian champi-
ons have been one of Eu-
rope’s most compelling sto-
ries in recent years, reaching 
the Europa League semi-fi-
nals last season and already 
earning draws against Borus-
sia Dortmund and Tottenham 
in this group.

City, however, failed to 
heed those warnings. Despite 
arriving early to acclimatise 
to the artificial pitch, Guardi-
ola’s side looked disjointed 
and lacked urgency, continu-
ing a worrying run of form. 
The defeat followed a 2-0 
Premier League loss to Man-
chester United and left City 

winless in their last four do-
mestic games, seven points 
adrift of leaders Arsenal.

Defensive frailties were 
ruthlessly exposed, while Er-
ling Haaland endured another 
frustrating night, extending 
his lean spell to just one goal 
in eight matches across com-
petitions.

Guardiola, who had spoken 
of enjoying the Northern 
Lights before kickoff, was in-
stead left to reflect on one of 
the most chastening defeats of 
his illustrious managerial ca-
reer. City will now look to 
recover when they host 
Galatasaray in their final 
group-stage match on January 
28, hoping to secure automat-
ic qualification for the last 16.

Vinícius wins over fans with 3 assists and a goal in Real Madrid’s 6-1 rout of Monaco
MADRID

Vinícius Júnior delivered a 
dazzling response to his crit-
ics, recording three assists 
and a goal to lead Real Ma-
drid to a resounding 6-1 
Champions League victory 
over Monaco, turning early 
jeers from the Santiago Bern-
abéu crowd into loud ap-
plause by the final whistle.

The Brazilian forward was 
booed when his name was an-
nounced and again during the 

opening minutes, with some 
fans voicing frustration over 
his inconsistent form this sea-
son. However, as Vinícius be-
gan dictating proceedings, the 
mood inside the stadium shift-
ed dramatically. His relentless 
running, creativity and end 
product proved decisive in Ma-
drid’s most emphatic European 
performance of the campaign.

Vinícius assisted Kylian 
Mbappé for Madrid’s second 
goal in the 26th minute and 
set up Franco Mastantuono in 

the 51st. He then delivered a 
dangerous cross that led to an 
own goal by Monaco defend-
er Thilo Kehrer before cap-
ping his night with a superb 
strike in the 63rd minute — 
his first Champions League 
goal of the season.

Notably, Vinícius did not 
celebrate in front of the fans. 
Instead, he embraced his 
teammates near midfield be-
fore running to the touchline 
to hug new coach Álvaro Ar-
beloa, a gesture that symbol-

ised a fresh start after a turbu-
lent period at the club.

“The last few days were 
very tough for me,” Vinícius 
said. “I want to be judged 
only for what I do on the 
field. When we are together 
with the fans, we can achieve 
great things.”

Arbeloa praised the recon-
ciliation, saying Vinícius 
“needs the Bernabéu” and that 
the fans “enjoyed Vini and 
will keep enjoying him.”

Mbappé, who opened the 

scoring in the fifth minute and 
embraced Vinícius repeatedly, 
defended his teammate in re-
cent days, urging supporters 
not to single him out. Jude 
Bellingham added Madrid’s 
sixth late on, sealing a domi-
nant display that followed re-
cent domestic setbacks. The 
victory offered Real Madrid 
not just three points, but a 
sense of unity restored — led 
by a rejuvenated Vinícius who 
thrived once the atmosphere 
turned in his favour.

Brazilian 
star 

silences 
early boos 

with 
decisive 

display on 
emotional 
Bernabéu 

night

AMELIA 
VALVERDE 

appointed as 
Indian senior 

women’s football 
team coach

NEW DELHI

The All India Football Federation 
(AIFF) announced the appointment of 
Costa Rica’s Amelia Valverde as the 
new head coach of the Indian senior 
women’s football team, entrusting the 
experienced tactician with guiding the 
Blue Tigresses into a crucial phase of 
international competition.

Valverde, 39, has already joined the 
Indian camp in Antalya, Turkey, 
where the team is preparing for the 
AFC Women’s Asian Cup Australia 
2026, scheduled to be held in March. 
She will work alongside the existing 
coaching staff comprising Crispin 
Chettri, Priya PV and Mario Aguiar.

A former player, Valverde began her 
coaching journey in 2011 and went on 
to become the longest-serving head 
coach in the history of the Costa Ri-
can women’s national team. She led 
Las Ticas from 2015 to 2023, steering 
them to their only two FIFA Women’s 
World Cup appearances, in 2015 and 
2023. At the 2015 World Cup, 
Valverde made headlines as the tour-
nament’s second-youngest head coach 
at just 28.

Before taking over the senior side, 
she served as assistant coach of Costa 
Rica’s senior and U-20 women’s 
teams, including during the 2014 FIFA 
U-20 Women’s World Cup. Her tenure 

with the national team was marked by 
consistent success, highlighted by a 
gold medal at the 2017 Central Amer-
ican Games, silver at the 2018 Central 
American and Caribbean Games, and 
bronze at the 2019 Pan American 
Games. In recognition of her impact, 
she was named the CONCACAF Fe-
male Coach of the Year in 2016.

After stepping down from the 
Costa Rica job, Valverde joined 
Mexican club CF Monterrey in 
2023 and enjoyed immediate 
success. She guided the side to 
a historic Bicampeonato in 
2024, winning both the Liga 
MX Femenil Clausura and 
Apertura titles, and was 
later awarded the Mex-
ican Balón de Oro for 
best coach.

As part of her 
support staff with 
India, goalkeep-
ing coach Eli 
Á v i l a  a n d 
strength and con-
ditioning coach 
José Sánchez will 
also join the na-
tional team setup, 
strengthening the 
Blue Tigresses’ prepa-
rations for the continental 
showpiece.

India bids to host World Indoor 2028
BENGALURU

India has formally entered the race 
to host the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships in 2028, with Bhu-
baneswar identified as the proposed 
host city, Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI) officials confirmed.

If the bid is successful, the event 
will be staged at the Kalinga Indoor 
Athletics Stadium in Odisha’s capi-
tal — the only dedicated indoor ath-
letics facility in the country. The 
state-of-the-art venue has emerged 
as the centrepiece of India’s push to 
establish itself as a regular host of 
major international athletics compe-
titions. World Athletics officials ar-
rived in India and are scheduled to 
inspect the Kalinga Indoor Athletics 
Stadium. The visit is a key step in 
the bidding process, with the gov-
erning body assessing infrastructure, 
technical readiness and overall host-
ing capabilities.

India faces competition from New 
Zealand, which had also expressed 
interest in hosting the 2028 edition 
of the championships back in 2024. 
The World Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships is one of the sport’s mar-
quee events, bringing together elite 

athletes from across the globe and 
significantly boosting a host na-
tion’s profile on the international 
athletics calendar.

The Bhubaneswar venue is also 
bidding to host the Asian Indoor 
Championships in 2028, underlining 
Odisha’s growing reputation as a hub 
for elite sport. The stadium is sched-
uled to stage India’s first-ever Indoor 
National Championships in the last 
week of March, with a two-day com-
petition expected to serve as a test 
event for future international meets. 
Located adjacent to the indoor arena, 
the multipurpose Kalinga Stadium has 
already built a strong track record. It 
is set to host a World Athletics Sil-
ver-Level Continental Tour meet in 

August, marking the first time India 
will stage a Silver-level event after 
successfully hosting a Bronze-level 
meet last year.

AFI has stepped up its efforts to 
bring top-tier athletics events to 
the country in recent years. In ad-
dition to the World Indoor bid, the 
federation has also pursued host-
ing rights for competitions such as 
the Asian Relays, with New Del-
hi’s Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
under consideration as a venue.

The push reflects India’s broader 
ambition to strengthen its athletics 
ecosystem and gain greater visibil-
ity on the global stage through 
consistent exposure to high-level 
international competition.

DUBAI

New Zealand batter Daryl 
Mitchell displaced Indian su-
perstar Virat Kohli from the 
top of the ICC ODI batting 
rankings on Wednesday fol-
lowing a remarkable run of 
form against India in the re-
cently concluded three-match 
series.

With 845 rating points, 
Mitchell surged to No.1 in the 

latest rankings update, 
pushing Kohli (795 

points) down to 
second place, 
the Internation-
a l  C r i c k e t 
Council said in 
a statement. 

The  two s i t 
c o m f o r t a b l y 

ahead of the chas-
ing pack that includes 

Afghanistan’s Ibrahim Za-
dran, India captain Rohit 
Sharma, Shubman Gill and 

Pakistan’s Babar Azam.
Mitchell’s rise comes on the 

back of a sensational series in 
India, where New Zealand 
scripted history by winning 
their first-ever ODI series on 
Indian soil, ending a 37-year 
wait. The 34-year-old scored 
352 runs across the three 
matches, including two centu-
ries, finishing as the leading 
run-getter of the series.

His tally is the most by a 
New Zealander in a three-
match ODI series and the 
third-highest overall, behind 
only Babar Azam’s 360 
against the West Indies in 
2016 and Shubman Gill’s 360 
against New Zealand in 2023. 
Mitchell also became the 
fourth-fastest male batter to 
reach nine ODI hundreds, 
achieving the feat in just his 
54th innings.

It is the second time Mitch-
ell has held the No.1 ranking 
in ODI cricket, though his 

previous stint at the summit 
lasted only three days last No-
vember before Rohit re-
claimed the position. Notably, 
Mitchell has never been dis-
missed for a duck in his 54 
ODI innings — the sec-
ond-longest such streak in 
men’s cricket.

Behind Mitchell and Kohli, 
Zadran moved up to third 
with 764 points, swapping 
places with Rohit, who 
slipped to fourth. Glenn Phil-
lips was another big gainer, 
jumping 16 spots to 20th after 
his match-winning century in 
Indore. Michael Bracewell 
also climbed six places to 
33rd in the ODI bowling 
rankings, while Rashid Khan 
continued to lead the bowling 
charts.

Mitchell’s ascent underlines 
a late-blooming career built 
on consistency, resilience and 
a defining series that reshaped 
the ODI batting hierarchy.

Daryl Mitchell topples Virat Kohli for 
top spot in ICC ODI rankings

BCCI bags ₹ 270 crore AI sponsorship 
deal for IPL with Google’s Gemini

NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
secured a lucrative Rs 270 
crore sponsorship deal with 
Google’s artificial intelligence 
platform Gemini ahead of the 
2026 Indian Premier League 
( IPL) ,  under l in ing  the 
league’s growing commercial 
power and global appeal.

The three-year agreement 
will see Gemini serve as an 
official AI partner of the IPL 
from the 2026 season. Con-
firming the development, a 
senior BCCI official told me-
dia that the partnership “rein-
forces the IPL’s global ap-
peal” and reflects increasing 
interest from technology-driv-
en brands in Indian cricket.

Under the deal, Gemini 
will provide AI-powered 
platforms and fan engage-
ment tools during IPL 2026 
and subsequent editions cov-
ered by the contract. The as-

sociation comes at a time 
when artificial intelligence 
companies are aggressively 
expanding their footprint in 
sports sponsorships, particu-
lar ly  in  high-vis ibi l i ty 
leagues like the IPL.

Notably, Gemini’s rival 
ChatGPT is already among 
the sponsors of the ongoing 
Women’s Premier League 
(WPL), highlighting the 
competitive push by global 
AI leaders to tap into India’s 
massive cricket-following 
audience.

The BCCI has been recali-

brating its sponsorship portfo-
lio over the past year follow-
ing regulatory changes. In 
2025, the Indian government 
banned real money gaming 
platforms, forcing the board 
to look for a new jersey spon-
sor after Dream11 exited. 
Eventually, Apollo Tyres 
stepped in, securing the jersey 
sponsorship rights in a deal 
worth Rs 579 crore.

The IPL, widely regarded 
as the world’s biggest T20 
league, continues to attract 
marquee sponsors across sec-
tors. The Tata Group currently 
holds the coveted title spon-
sorship rights, while other 
partners span global manufac-
turing, consumer goods and 
technology brands.

When ChatGPT’s associa-
tion with the WPL was an-
nounced in November, BCCI 
secretary Devajit Saikia had 
highlighted the broader sig-
nificance of such partner-
ships.
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MELBOURNE

World number one Carlos Al-
caraz weathered a fierce chal-
lenge before marching into 
the Australian Open third 
round on Wednesday, with 
Aryna Sabalenka and Coco 
Gauff also producing com-

manding performances to 
underline their title creden-
tials at Melbourne Park.

Alcaraz overcame a barrage 
of power hitting from Germa-
ny’s Yannick Hanfmann to 
claim a 7-6 (7/4), 6-3, 6-2 
victory on Rod Laver Arena. 
The Spaniard admitted he 
was tested early by the 

34-year-old’s relentless 
shot-making before 

finding his rhythm 
and asserting 

control. “It 
w a s 

tough-
e r 

than I thought,” Alcaraz said, 
acknowledging Hanfmann’s 
explosive forehands and 
backhands.

The 22-year-old, already a 
multiple Grand Slam champi-
on, is chasing a career Grand 
Slam. Should he lift the Aus-
tralian Open trophy, he would 
become the youngest man to 
win all four majors, surpass-
ing compatriot Rafael Nadal.

Three-time finalist Daniil 
Medvedev also progressed, 
though not without effort. The 
Russian dropped the opening 
set against France’s Quen-
tin Halys before regroup-
ing to win 6-7 (9/11), 6-3, 
6-4, 6-2. Medvedev, run-
ner-up in Melbourne in 
2021, 2022 and 2024, said 
he was pleased with his 
composure as he attempts 
another title run.

In the women’s draw, top 
seed Sabalenka briefly wob-
bled after racing to a 5-0 lead 
against Chinese qualifier Bai 
Zhuoxuan, but quickly re-
gained focus to seal a 6-3, 6-1 
win. The four-time major 
winner has dropped just nine 
games so far and is chasing a 
third Australian Open crown 
in four years.

Third seed Gauff was near 
flawless, dismissing Serbia’s 

Olga Dani-
lovic 6-2, 
6-2 in just 
78 min-
u t e s . 
“ N e a r 
perfect,” 
sa id  the 
American, 

who next faces fellow Amer-
ican Hailey Baptiste.

Elsewhere, Andrey Rublev, 
Tommy Paul and Francisco 
Cerundolo advanced, while 
Alexander Zverev was sched-
uled for an evening clash as 
the tournament’s opening 
week gathered pace with 
home hopes also in action on 
centre court.

ETPL 
to open new 
frontiers for 

cricket in Europe: 
Steve Waugh

Former Australia captain sees European league as 
platform to expand cricket’s global footprint

NAGPUR

Steve Waugh believes the European T20 
Premier League (ETPL) can play a transfor-
mative role in taking cricket deeper into 
Europe, describing the region as the sport’s 
“last frontier”. The former Australia captain, 
who owns the Amsterdam Flames franchise, 
said his decision to invest in the league was 
driven by both strategic thinking and a per-
sonal desire to reconnect with the game in a 
meaningful way.

The inaugural ETPL marks a significant 
step for cricket in a region long considered 
underdeveloped in cricketing terms. The 
league will have active involvement from 
the cricket boards of Ireland, Scotland and 
the Netherlands, while its ownership group 
includes prominent sporting figures such as 
Australian hockey Olympian Jamie Dwyer, 
former New Zealand pacer Kyle Mills and 
Australia’s T20 star Glenn Maxwell.

“To me, Europe is the last frontier of 
cricket, and that’s why I’m involved,” 
Waugh told PTI. He said the decision to join 
the ETPL was straightforward, adding that 
he has spent the last 25 years focusing on 
independent business ventures, including 
writing and publishing, rather than tradition-
al cricket administration roles.

Waugh said the ETPL excites him because 
it offers a chance to break new ground. 
“This is a great challenge. I’m very passion-
ate about creating a winning culture, devel-
oping players and identifying talent,” he 
said, underlining his desire to help build 
sustainable systems rather than simply cap-
italise on the T20 boom.

While acknowledging the rise of fran-
chise-based leagues worldwide, Waugh 
stressed his continued love for Test cricket. 
“We want to see Test cricket survive be-
cause it’s still the ultimate form of the 
game,” he said.

According to Waugh, the ETPL’s strength 
lies in its geographic and developmental 
context. With more than 30 European na-
tions playing cricket and several already 
featuring in T20 World Cups, he believes 
the league, backed by multiple 
boards and the ICC, has 
both credibility and 
long-term purpose.

K y l e  M i l l s 
echoed those 
views, say-
i n g  t h e 
E T P L 
w o u l d 
provide 
players 
f r o m 
I r e -
l a n d , 
S c o t -
l a n d 
and the 
Nether-
lands a 
va luable 
platform to 
s h o w c a s e 
their skills and 
gain global expo-
sure in a high-quality 
T20 competition.

B’desh will not back down to 
‘coercion’ in India T20 WC row

DHAKA

Bangladesh said it would not 
bow to what it described as 
“coercion” to play its T20 
World Cup matches in India, 
throwing its participation in 
next month’s tournament into 
doubt as the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) strug-
gles to resolve the standoff.

The Bangladesh Cricket 
Board (BCB) has refused to 
play matches scheduled in In-
dia, citing security concerns, 
and has formally requested 
the ICC to shift its fixtures to 
co-host Sri Lanka. Talks be-
tween the BCB and the ICC 
over the weekend failed to 
break the deadlock.

Indian media reports sug-
gested Bangladesh had been 
given a deadline to confirm 
participation in India or risk 
being excluded from the tour-
nament. However, Bangla-
desh’s interim government 
firmly rejected any such pres-
sure.

“We have logically request-
ed a change of venue for valid 
reasons,” Youth and Sports 
Adviser Asif Nazrul told 
state-run BSS news agency. 

“We cannot be forced to play 
in India through illogical 
pressure or unreasonable co-
ercion.”

The T20 World Cup begins 
on February 7, with Bangla-
desh’s four group matches 
scheduled in Kolkata and 
Mumbai. Uncertainty within 
the team is growing, with cap-
tain Litton Das admitting 
players are unsure whether 
they will feature in the tour-
nament at all.

“From where I stand, I’m 
uncertain, everyone is uncer-
tain,” Litton said after a do-
mestic match, according to 
Prothom Alo. “At this mo-

ment, the whole of Bangla-
desh is uncertain.”

Sources in Colombo said 
Sri Lanka has not yet been 
approached to host Bangla-
desh’s matches. One contin-
gency under discussion is re-
placing Bangladesh with 
Scotland, the highest-ranked 
team that failed to qualify. 
Cricket Scotland, according to 
a BBC report, has not been 
contacted but is prepared to 
step in if required.

The dispute erupted earlier 
this month after India’s crick-
et board ordered IPL fran-
chise Kolkata Knight Riders 
to release Bangladesh pacer 
Mustafizur Rahman, trigger-
ing anger in Dhaka and hard-
ening the BCB’s stance on 
travelling to India.

The row has unfolded 
against a sensitive political 
backdrop, with Bangladesh 
preparing for its first elections 
since the 2024 mass uprising 
that toppled then Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina. Diplo-
matic relations between Dha-
ka and New Delhi have since 
deteriorated, adding another 
layer of complexity to the 
cricketing impasse.

BCB insists security 
concerns genuine, 

rejects pressure amid 
growing uncertainty 

over tournament 
participation

Pakistan supports Bangladesh citing regional security concerns ahead of crucial ICC meeting

PCB tells ICC it backs Bangladesh’s refusal 
to play T20 WC matches in India: Report

KARACHI

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) has reportedly in-
formed the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) that it 
supports Bangladesh’s refusal 
to play its T20 World Cup 
matches in India, citing re-
gional security concerns, ac-
cording to a media report.

The ICC Board is sched-
uled to meet to take a final 
decision on Bangladesh’s par-
ticipation in the T20 World 
Cup, which begins on Febru-
ary 7. A key point on the 
agenda will be whether the 
Bangladesh team will travel 
to India, where all four of 
their group-stage matches are 
currently scheduled.

Bangladesh are slated to 
play their first three group 
matches in Kolkata, followed 
by one fixture in Mumbai. 
However, the Bangladesh 
Cricket Board (BCB), with 
the backing of the country’s 
interim government, has re-
mained firm in its refusal to 
send the team to India, re-

questing that their matches be 
shifted to co-hosts Sri Lanka 
instead.

On the eve of the ICC 
meeting, the PCB wrote to the 
global governing body stating 
that it supports Bangladesh’s 
position, citing political insta-
bility and security concerns in 
the region. The letter was re-
portedly copied to all ICC 
Board members, according to 
reports.

The ICC and the BCB have 
held multiple rounds of dis-

cussions, including a meeting 
in Dhaka last weekend, but 
the deadlock remains unre-
solved. While the ICC has 
maintained that the tourna-
ment should proceed as 
scheduled, Bangladesh has 
insisted that it cannot guaran-
tee the team’s safety in India.

The PCB has not issued any 
public statement on the issue. 
However, board sources indi-
cated that the Bangladesh gov-
ernment had approached Paki-
stan seeking support ahead of 

the ICC deliberations.
Pakistan itself is set to play 

all its matches in Sri Lanka un-
der a hybrid hosting model 
agreed upon with the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) and the ICC until 2027.

The current crisis involving 
Bangladesh began earlier this 
month after IPL franchise 
Kolkata Knight Riders re-
leased Bangladesh pacer 
Mustafizur Rahman following 
a directive from the BCCI cit-
ing “recent developments”. 

Alcaraz, Sabalenka, Gauff surge 
into Australian Open third round

Top seeds power 
through stern tests as 
Grand Slam dreams 
gather momentum

JAKARTA

Two-time Olympic medallist 
P.V. Sindhu and former world 
number one Kidambi Srikanth 
progressed to the second 
round of their respective 
events at the Indonesia Mas-
ters badminton tournament on 
Wednesday, keeping India’s 
singles campaign alive at the 
Super 500 event.

Fifth seed Sindhu showed 
composure in key moments to 
defeat Japan’s Manami Suizu 
22-20, 21-18 in a closely 
fought women’s singles first-
round match that lasted 53 
minutes. The Indian shuttler 

held her nerve in both games, 
edging out her opponent after 
intense rallies to seal a 
straight-games victory and 
move a step closer to regain-
ing her best form on the inter-
national circuit.

Srikanth, currently ranked 
33rd in the world, produced 
one of the matches of the day, 
battling for one hour and 12 
minutes before outlasting 
world number 22 Koki Wata-
nabe of Japan 21-15, 21-23, 
24-22. The Indian men’s sin-
gles player survived a tense 
decider, saving match points 
before closing out the contest 
in a thrilling finish.

Srikanth now faces a tough 
challenge in the second round 
against fourth seed Chou Tien 
Chen of Chinese Taipei, who 
defeated Ireland’s Nhat Nguy-
en 21-14, 21-15 in his open-
ing match.

However, the day brought 
mixed results for India. Kiran 
George exited the men’s sin-
gles after a 17-21, 14-21 loss 
to Indonesia’s Moh Zaki 
Ubaidillah. In women’s sin-
gles, Akarshi Kashyap also 
bowed out in the opening 
round, going down 21-8, 20-
22, 17-21 to Denmark’s Julie 
Dawall Jakobsen after failing 
to convert a strong start. 

SINDHU, 
SRIKANTH 
advance to 
second round 
of Indonesia 
MASTERS

Indian Racing Festival set 
for historic street race 

debut in Goa on Feb 14–15

PANAJI

The Indian Racing Festival is 
set to make history with its 
first-ever street race in Goa, 
as Round 4 of the champion-
ship unfolds at the Manohar 
International Airport on Feb-
ruary  14 and 15.  The 
high-profile event, to be host-
ed by Racing Promotions Pvt. 
Ltd. (RPPL), was announced 
by Goa Chief Minister Dr. 
Pramod Sawant and marks a 
major milestone for motor-
sport in the state.

After an action-packed 
Round 3 at the Kari Motor 
Speedway in Coimbatore, the 
championship now heads 
west with the title race finely 
poised. Goa will host a pur-

pose-built FIA-grade street 
circuit spanning 2.064 km, 
featuring 12 challenging 
turns. Designed to combine 
technical complexity with vi-
sual appeal, the circuit prom-
ises an intense test for drivers 
while offering fans an immer-
sive, first-of-its-kind racing 
experience in the state.

Welcoming the event, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant said 
hosting a motorsport specta-
cle of this scale underlined 
Goa’s ability to stage world-
class sporting and entertain-
ment events. He noted that the 
festival would boost tourism, 
generate opportunities for lo-
cal businesses and inspire 
youth to explore careers in 
engineering, technology and 

motorsport-related fields.
The Indian Racing Festival 

is distinctive for its emphasis 
on inclusivity, with each team 
fielding four drivers — an in-
ternational veteran, an emerg-
ing international racer, an In-
dian driver and a female driv-
er — ensuring diversity and 
collaboration across national-
ities and genders.

Street racing remains cen-
tral to the festival’s vision, 
building on successful events 
in Hyderabad and Chennai. 
RPPL Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Akhilesh Reddy 
said the Goa round represents 
the next frontier for Indian 
motorsport by bringing racing 
closer to fans and integrating 
it with urban culture.


