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Karnataka to begin CET 
allotment sans NEET results
Government says students’ admissions should not suffer because 

of ongoing NEET uncertainty nationwide

“India’s youth to 
pay a price for 

Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s 

incompetence.”
—Siddaramaiah, CM

“Keeping students’ 
interests in mind, we 

will not wait for NEET 
results.”

—Dr MC Sudhakar, Higher 
Education Minister

CM demands apology 
over NEET paper leak 

controversy
Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on Thursday 
demanded that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan 

take responsibility and 
apologise to students over 
the alleged NEET question 

paper leak. Addressing a 
Youth Congress protest at 
Freedom Park in Benga-
luru, he urged the Centre 

to allow states to conduct 
their own CET-style medi-
cal entrance examinations. 
He said Karnataka earlier 
conducted fair entrance 
tests before NEET was 

introduced in 2016. Sidda-
ramaiah alleged repeated 
leaks have eroded student 

confidence. He claimed 
poor and rural students are 
most affected due to costly 

coaching systems. He 
also demanded Pradhan’s 

resignation.

n �Counselling starts: After CET  
results next week

n �Courses covered: Engineering and 
non-medical professional courses

n �Reason for separation: NEET  
paper leak controversy

n �Previous system: Combined  
CET and NEET counselling

n �Government demand: Restore  
pre-NEET state entrance exams

n NEET introduced: 2016

BENGALURU
 

Karnataka has decided to pro-
ceed with counselling and 
seat allotment for engineering 
and other professional courses 
without waiting for the Na-
tional Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET) results 
amid the ongoing paper leak 
controversy.

Higher Education Minister 
Dr MC Sudhakar announced 
the decision during a Youth 
Congress protest against the 
alleged NEET paper leak on 
Thursday. 

He said counselling for en-
gineering and other non-med-
ical professional courses will 
begin immediately after the 
Common Entrance Test 
(CET) results are announced, 
likely next week.

Until now, Karnataka con-
ducted combined counselling 
for medical, engineering and 
allied professional courses as 
students generally appeared 
for both CET and NEET ex-
aminations. Based on their 
merit ranks, students selected 
seats across streams through a 
unified allotment process.

However, with uncertainty 
surrounding NEET following 
allegations of question paper 
leaks, the state government 
has decided not to delay ad-
missions for engineering and 
other courses.

Sudhakar said the decision 
was taken in the interest of 
students and reiterated the 
Congress government’s de-
mand to restore the pre-NEET 

admission system where states conducted 
their own entrance examinations with 
weightage for Class 12 marks.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah alleged 
that NEET paper leaks had occurred mul-
tiple times since 2016 and claimed Karna-
taka earlier conducted one of the coun-
try’s most transparent CET systems for 
medical admissions.

Cabinet approves infra, 
health and education push

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Cabinet, chaired 
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, on Thursday approved a 
wide range of decisions span-
ning infrastructure, healthcare, 
education, land allocation, and 
administrative reforms, accord-
ing to a briefing by Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister H.K. Patil at Vidha-
na Soudha.

The Cabinet dis-
cussed concerns over 
voter roll deletions, 
including reported cas-
es affecting lakhs of vot-
ers in states such as West 
Bengal and Tamil Nadu. It con-
sidered legal options involving 
the Election Commission and 
the Supreme Court, with a final 
decision expected after further 
consultations within 3–5 days.

On the development front, 
approvals included ₹38 crore 
for 50-bed maternal and child 
health hospitals in Yadgir and 

Raichur districts, and ₹100 
crore for a 200-bed super-spe-
cialty hospital in Karwar. The 
government also cleared ₹182 
crore for canal modernisation 
under the Tungabhadra project 
and ₹25 crore for lake develop-
ment in Mandya district.

In the education sector, ₹802 
crore was sanctioned under an 

ADB-backed project for 
equipment in degree col-

leges and polytechnics, 
along with ₹15 crore 
for NEET, JEE and 
CET coaching in gov-

ernment PU colleges. 
Skill development infra-

structure across 32 GTTC 
centres will be upgraded with 
₹90 crore investment.

The Cabinet also approved 
leasing industrial land for a 
sugar factory in Mandya, 
setting up petrol pumps 
i n  p r i s o n s ,  a n d 
launching digital 
systems in medical 
colleges.

Ebola outbreak: Ind-Africa Summit postponed
EBOLA SHADOWS SUMMIT

NEW DELHI
 

India on Thursday postponed the 
Fourth India-Africa Forum Sum-
mit scheduled to be held in New 
Delhi from May 28 to 31, citing 
the evolving Ebola public health 
emergency affecting parts of Afri-
ca.

The decision, announced by the 
Ministry of External Affairs, came 
after consultations between the 
Government of India, the Chair-
person of the African Union and 
the African Union Commission.

In an official statement, the 
Ministry said both sides agreed it 
would be “advisable” to convene 
the summit at a later date consid-
ering the emerging health situation 
on the African continent.

The postponement is being 

viewed as a temporary setback for 
India-Africa diplomatic engage-
ment, as the summit was expected 
to revive high-level cooperation 
after an 11-year gap. The last In-
dia-Africa Forum Summit was 
held in 2015.

Officials indicated that several 
parallel events organised by the 
Indian Council of World Affairs 
and the Indian Council for Cultur-
al Relations have also been put on 

hold. India expressed solidarity 
with African nations and reiterated 
support for an “Africa-led” ap-
proach to tackling the Ebola crisis.

The postponement follows 
growing global concern after the 
World Health Organization de-
clared the Ebola outbreak in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Uganda a “Public Health 
Emergency of International Con-
cern”.

Earlier this week, African Union 
Commission spokesperson Nuur 
Mohamud Sheekh stressed the 
need for international cooperation, 
saying pandemics “respect no bor-
ders”. 

The summit was expected to 
strengthen diplomatic, economic, 
cultural and strategic ties between 
India and African nations.

PM returns after five-
nation diplomatic tour
NEW DELHI

 
PM Narendra Modi returned to New Delhi on 
Thursday after completing a five-nation diplo-
matic tour covering the United Arab Emirates, 
the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway and Italy 
between May 15 and 21. During the visit, India 
signed key agreements in areas such as energy 
security, defence cooperation, critical minerals, 
artificial intelligence and green technologies. 
Several countries also upgraded their ties with 
India to strategic partnership levels, reflecting 
growing global engagement. In Italy, Modi 
held talks with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, 
with both sides agreeing to elevate relations to 
a “Special Strategic Partnership” covering 
trade, space, nuclear energy and emerging tech-
nologies. He also met President Sergio Mat-

tarella and received the FAO Agrico-
la Medal.In Norway, he attended 
the India-Nordic Summit and 
was conferred the Grand Cross 
of the Royal Norwegian Order 
of Merit. Earlier, agreements 
were signed in the UAE on en-

ergy and investment, 
while the Netherlands 
advanced cooperation in 
semiconductors and 
clean energy.
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Mekedatu DPR ready, awaiting 
Centre’s nod: D.K. Shivakumar

CHAMARAJANAGAR
 

Deputy Chief Minister D. K. Shiva-
kumar on Thursday said the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) for the 
ambitious Mekedatu balancing res-
ervoir project is ready and will soon 
be submitted to the Central govern-
ment for approval.

Addressing reporters at Kollegal 
and near the Madhyaranga temple, 
Shivakumar said the State govern-
ment has already opened a dedicat-
ed office for the project and is iden-
tifying alternative land for forest 
areas likely to be submerged.

“Once the Centre grants approval, 
the foundation stone for the Meke-
datu project will be laid,” he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister reiter-
ated that Tamil Nadu has no author-
ity to object to the project and point-
ed out that the Supreme Court had 
directed the Central Water Commis-
sion to take a final decision.

Speaking on governance, Shiva-
kumar said the Congress govern-
ment had fulfilled its promises after 
completing three years in office. He 
highlighted the implementation of 
the “Bhoo Guarantee” initiative, un-
der which beneficiaries are being 
provided property records with pho-
tographs of owners and assets.

He also dismissed the long-stand-
ing belief that politicians lose power 
after visiting Chamarajanagar, call-

ing it mere superstition.
“Chamarajanagar is a sacred land 

blessed with religious and natural 
wealth. People visit temples here for 
peace and spiritual strength,” he 
said.

Shivakumar added that the gov-
ernment is undertaking temple res-
toration works, industrial develop-
ment projects and welfare measures, 

including jobs for families affected 
during the oxygen tragedy in the 
district.

On the GBA elections, he said the 
Election Commission would conduct 
the polls and the State government is 
prepared to cooperate fully.

When asked about his aspirations to 
become Chief Minister, Shivakumar 
replied briefly: “Time will decide.”

n �Project: Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir

n �Current Status: DPR ready

n �Next Step: Submission to 
Centre

n �Major Concern: Forest 
land submergence

n �Key Issue: Cauvery water 
sharing dispute

Key Highlights
n �Mekedatu office al-

ready operational

n �Alternative land iden-
tification under way

n �Temple restoration 
works progressing

n �Government promises 
fulfilled, says DCM

““Once the Cen-
tre gives ap-
proval, the 
foundation 

stone for the 
Mekedatu pro-

ject will be laid.”
— D.K. Shiva-
kumar, Dy CM

Over 10,000 Kedarnath pilgrims 
rescued after massive landslip

DEHRADUN
 

More than 10,000 pilgrims stranded on 
the Kedarnath route in Uttarakhand’s 
Rudraprayag district were safely res-
cued after a massive landslip triggered 
by heavy rainfall blocked the highway 
between Sonprayag and Gaurikund, 
officials said on Thursday.

According to authorities, the land-
slip occurred near Munkatiya, cutting 
off movement along the busy pilgrim-
age route and trapping thousands of 
devotees travelling to the Kedarnath 
shrine.

Continuous rainfall, falling rocks, 
darkness and the difficult Himalayan 
terrain complicated rescue efforts and 
created panic among stranded pil-
grims.

The District Control Room in 
Rudraprayag alerted the State Disaster 
Response Force, following which res-
cue teams from Sonprayag rushed to 
the spot with emergency equipment.

Joint teams of the State Disaster Re-
sponse Force and the National Disaster 

Response Force launched a large-scale 
rescue operation and safely evacuated 
10,450 pilgrims from the affected 
stretch.

Officials said rescue personnel guid-
ed pilgrims through dangerous sec-
tions amid poor visibility and continu-
ous rain before shifting them to desig-
nated safe locations.

After the evacuation, authorities de-
ployed JCB machines and earthmovers 
to clear the debris accumulated on the 
highway. Normal vehicular movement 
was restored soon after the road was 
reopened.

SDRF Commandant Arpan Yaduvan-
shi said teams stationed along the pil-
grimage route were kept on high alert 
in view of unstable weather condi-
tions.“The advance deployment of 
teams ensured quick response and ef-
fective coordination during the rescue 
operation,” he said.

Officials added that stranded vehi-
cles were allowed to move after the 
blockage was removed and road con-
ditions improved.

Bengaluru airport conducts 
emergency preparedness exercise

BENGALURU
 

Kempegowda International 
Airport (KIA) on Thursday 
conducted ‘Challenger 
2026’, a large-scale emer-
gency preparedness exercise 
involving over 100 stake-
holder agencies and nearly 
3,000 participants to test 
crisis response systems and 
inter-agency coordination.

The bi-annual drill was 
organised in line with Direc-
torate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) requirements 
and International Civil Avi-
ation Organization (ICAO) 
guidelines. The exercise 
simulated a complex emer-
gency scenario and assessed 
the airport’s ability to re-
spond swif t ly  during 
high-pressure situations.

According to Bangalore 
International Airport Limit-

ed (BIAL), the exercise 
evaluated emergency alert 
activation, firefighting and 
rescue operations, medical 
triage management, traffic 
control and creation of green 
corridors for rapid transpor-
tation of casualties to hospi-
tals. A major highlight of 
this year’s exercise was that 
it was conducted while reg-
ular airport operations con-
tinued simultaneously on the 
second runway, making it 
one of the most operational-
ly challenging drills held at 
the airport.

The drill included partici-
pation from airlines, airport 
departments, district and 
state disaster management 
authorities, hospitals, mili-
tary and paramilitary agen-
cies, the Indian Red Cross 
Society and the State Disas-
ter Response Force (SDRF).

Pulwama attack 
mastermind killed in 

PoK: Report
SRINAGAR

 
Hamza Burhan, an alleged mastermind behind 
the 2019 Pulwama terror attack that killed 40 
CRPF personnel, was reportedly shot dead by 
unidentified gunmen in Muzaffarabad in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), according to me-
dia reports.

Burhan, also known as “Doctor,” reportedly 
sustained multiple bullet injuries 
after armed assailants opened fire 
inside an office in Muzaffarabad. 
Though official confirmation is 
awaited, sources said he suc-
cumbed to his injuries shortly after 
the attack.Hamza Burhan was des-
ignated a terrorist by the Indian 
government in 2022 under the Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). Au-
thorities had identified him as an associate of the 
banned terror outfit Al-Badr.

Originally from Pulwama district in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Burhan reportedly travelled to Pa-
kistan in 2017 on the pretext of pursuing higher 
education before allegedly joining terror ranks.

About the Pulwama attack
The 2019 Pulwama attack triggered massive ten-
sions between India and Pakistan. The suicide 
bombing was carried out by Adil Ahmad Dar, a 
local Jaish-e-Mohammed recruit. Indian agen-
cies later identified 19 accused connected to the 
conspiracy, with several killed or arrested during 
subsequent investigations.

WB govt makes 
‘Vande Mataram’ 

mandatory in 
madrassas

KOLKATA
 

The West Bengal government 
has made the singing of 
Vande Mataram compulsory 
in all madrassas across the 
State during morning assem-
blies, expanding a directive 
issued earlier for schools.

The order, issued by the Di-
rectorate of Madrasah Educa-
tion, applies to government 
model madrassas, aided ma-
drassas, recognised unaided 
madrassas, Shishu Shiksha 
Kendras and Madhyamik 
Shiksha Kendras functioning 
under the Minority Affairs and 
Madrasah Education Depart-
ment.

According to the notifica-
tion, the national song must be 
sung before the commence-
ment of classes every day.



CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major relief for students and 
parents, the Karnataka government 
is set to ensure timely delivery of 
school textbooks before the begin-
ning of the 2026-27 academic year, 
with over 85 percent of printing 
work already completed.

Officials of the Karnataka Text-
book Society said the process of 
supplying books to schools has al-
ready begun, raising hopes that stu-
dents will receive textbooks before 
classes commence.

Though the tender process wit-
nessed a slight delay, authorities 
continued printing work without 
interruption. Textbooks are being 
printed through 22 selected printers 
under different packages.

According to officials, more than 
75 percent of the printed textbooks 
have already been transported to ta-
luk-level warehouses, and distribu-

tion to schools officially began on 
May 18.

The remaining 10 to 15 percent of 
printing work is expected to be com-
pleted within a week. The state gov-
ernment has sanctioned Rs 264.62 
crore for the textbook programme. 
More than 61 lakh students studying 
under the state curriculum will bene-
fit from the initiative.

Apart from government schools, 
free textbooks will also be distributed 
to students in government PU col-
leges and children enrolled in 
pre-primary classes such as LKG and 
UKG in government institutions 
from the current academic year.

Officials said the initiative is 
aimed at strengthening public educa-
tion and improving enrolment in 
government schools.

The government has also collected 
25 percent advance payment from 
unaided private schools that request-
ed textbooks under the state curricu-

lum. Printing and supply to these 
schools will be carried out based 
on demand, while the remaining 75 
percent payment must be made be-
fore delivery.

Education department officials 
have directed printers to strictly 
adhere to timelines to avoid disrup-
tion in classroom activities at the 
start of the academic year.

Box Story: Strict Action for De-
lay

Managing Director of the Karna-
taka Textbook Society, M P Made-
gowda, said all printers have been 
instructed to complete printing and 
supply work on priority. “As per 
the work order, textbooks are being 
supplied to taluk warehouses and 
schools from May 18. Printing and 
distribution will be almost com-
pleted before schools reopen. Any 
delay will invite fines and legal 
action against printers as per 
rules,” he warned.

BMTC Plans Ads on Bus 
Tickets, QR Codes to 

Boost Non-Fare Revenue
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
In a fresh attempt to boost non-fare revenue, 
the Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corpo-
ration has decided to print advertisements on 
the back of bus tickets and introduce QR code-
based promotions behind bus seats.

The move comes as BMTC looks to 
strengthen revenue sources amid financial pres-
sure caused by the implementation of the gov-
ernment’s free travel ‘Shakti’ scheme for wom-
en.

After fully utilising the advertising space 
available on buses, the corporation has now 
turned its attention to Electronic Ticketing Ma-
chine (ETM) tickets distributed daily to lakhs 
of passengers across Bengaluru.

BMTC has invited global tenders for com-
mercialising the rear side of thermal tickets 
issued through ETMs. According to officials, 
the initiative is expected to provide advertisers 
access to a massive audience of over 45 lakh 
commuters travelling in BMTC buses every 
day. A senior BMTC official said the corpora-
tion is also examining a proposal to install QR 
codes behind passenger seats inside buses.

“Passengers can scan the QR code and di-
rectly access the advertiser’s portal. More such 
innovative measures are being explored to im-
prove non-fare revenue,” the official said.

The corporation currently uses around 72 
lakh ETM thermal rolls every year, averaging 
nearly six lakh rolls per month. Each roll can 
print approximately 3,750 tickets, offering ad-
vertisers extensive visibility throughout the 
city. BMTC presently operates 6,959 buses 
through 52 depots and manages over 6,275 
schedules daily, making it one of the country’s 
largest urban public transport systems.

Officials said advertisement artwork will be 
supplied by the agency selected through the 
tender process and printed through BMTC’s 
authorised ETM roll suppliers.

QUICK READ
Lawyers Seek High Court 

Mobile Bench in Shivamogga 
for Central Karnataka

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A delegation of lawyers led 
by Primary and Secondary 
Education Minister Madhu 

Bangarappa met Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah and 

urged the state govern-
ment to establish a mobile 

bench of the Karnataka 
High Court in Shivamogga.

The delegation met the 
Chief Minister at his home 
office “Krishna” and sub-

mitted a request highlight-
ing the difficulties faced by 
people from Shivamogga, 

Davangere, Chikkamagalu-
ru and Chitradurga districts 

in accessing justice. Ac-
cording to the lawyers, 

lakhs of people from the 
Central Karnataka region 
are forced to travel nearly 
250 to 300 kilometres to 

Bengaluru for High 
Court-related matters, 

causing financial burden, 
inconvenience and delays 
in legal proceedings. They 

argued that Shivamogga is 
centrally located and 

meets all the required con-
ditions laid down by the 
Justice Jaswant Singh 

Committee for establishing 
High Court benches.

3

HC Directs State to 
Decide on Class 1 Age 

Relaxation within a Week
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court has direct-
ed the School Education Department 
to reconsider requests seeking relax-
ation in the minimum age limit for 
admission to Class 1 for the 2026-27 
academic year and issue an appropriate 
decision within a week.

The vacation bench of Justice S R 
Krishnakumar passed the order while 
hearing petitions filed by six students, 
including Master Krishna Ganesh from 
Bengaluru, represented by their par-
ents. The court observed that students 
and parents were facing difficulties 
due to the revised age eligibility rules 
and instructed the department to exam-
ine all aspects of the issue before tak-
ing a final decision.

During the hearing, counsel for the 
petitioners argued that the School Edu-
cation Department had issued an order 
on March 28 fixing the minimum age 
criteria for Class 1 admissions. Under 
the revised norms, children who have 
not completed six years by the pre-
scribed date would not be eligible for 
admission.

The petitioners contended that many 
children had already completed their 
pre-primary education during the 2025-
26 academic year and were academical-
ly and socially prepared to move to 

Class 1. However, due to the revised 
rule, they may now be forced to repeat 
UKG, affecting nearly five lakh stu-
dents across the state.

Parents argued that schools had fol-
lowed a different admission system for 
several years, and families had en-
rolled children in pre-primary educa-
tion based on the expectation that they 
would progress to first grade in 2026-
27.

The petitioners sought relaxation 
similar to the previous academic year, 
allowing admission for children aged 
five years and five months.

Responding to the submissions, the 
government counsel informed the 
court that if granted reasonable time, 
the department would consider the 
representations seeking age relaxation 
and issue necessary orders.

The High Court then directed the 
authorities to take an appropriate deci-
sion within one week.

Textbooks to Reach Schools Before 
Academic Year Begins, Says KTBS

Railway Officials Pulled Up Over 
Drainage Delays in Banaswadi

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Energy Minister K. J. George 
on Thursday directed Railway 
Department officials in the 
Banaswadi division to coop-
erate with the Bangalore Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage 
Board (BWSSB) and Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
officials in resolving drainage 
issues near Banaswadi Rail-
way Station.

The Minister inspected on-
going development works in 
several residential localities of 
his Sarvagnanagar constituen-
cy before visiting the K-RIDE 
project site near Banaswadi 
Railway Station, where drain-
age and infrastructure works 
are underway. During the in-
spection, civic officials com-
plained that railway authori-
ties were not responding to 
repeated requests, resulting in 
delays in execution of key 
public works.

Expressing displeasure over 
the lack of coordination, 
George sharply reprimanded 
railway officials and stressed 
the need for cooperation 
among departments.

“You officials receive sala-
ries wherever you are posted. 
Work with humanity and re-
spond to people’s concerns. 
Coordinate and work together 
with GBA officials,” the Minis-
ter said while interacting with 

railway authorities at the site.
George further stated that 

Union Minister of State for 
Railways V. Somanna is ex-
pected to visit the Sarvag-
nanagar constituency soon and 
that officials would brief him 
about the issue. He urged senior 
railway officers to intervene 
immediately and resolve the 
hurdles affecting civic works. 
The Minister said the govern-
ment remained committed to 
safeguarding the livelihood and 
dignity of citizens and ensuring 
timely completion of public in-
frastructure projects.

Earlier in the day, George 
inaugurated multiple develop-
mental works, including the 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
an auditorium dedicated to 
sports and cultural activities in 
Banaswadi. He also launched 
sports infrastructure develop-
ment works around Kachara-
kanahalli Lake. The Minister 
later inspected the ongoing 
white-topping work on Hen-
nur 80 Feet Road and instruct-
ed engineers to speed up the 
project. He also reviewed 
stormwater drain works in 
Nagawara Nanda Gokula Lay-
out, Jai Bharat Nagar and 
Maruthi Sevanagar.

George additionally visited 
the residence of late Congress 
leader and former corporator 
K.B. Mohan to offer condo-
lences to the bereaved family. 

Over 726 Cr Journeys
According to government data, women passengers 
have availed over 726 crore free journeys under 
the ‘Shakthi’ scheme since its launch. So far, the 
government has issued tickets worth over ₹18,943 
crore and continues to release subsidies to transport 
corporations on time. To manage the increasing 
passenger demand, thousands of new buses have 
been added to transport fl eets. To further streamline 
the scheme and prevent misuse, the government is 
also moving towards introducing the ‘Shakthi Smart 
Card’ for women shortly.

A Model for Other States
Karnataka’s ‘Shakthi’ scheme is not limited to free 
bus travel alone; by increasing women’s mobility, 
it has instilled renewed confi dence among them. 
The success of Karnataka’s model has inspired 
several other states to implement similar initiatives. 
Telangana has introduced ‘Mahalakshmi’,
Andhra Pradesh has launched ‘Sthree Shakthi’,
and Kerala too has implemented a similar scheme. 
West Bengal has also announced a scheme and has 
moved towards implementation.

3 Years of Governance 
- Announcement of 
‘Guarantee Habba’
The State Government, which is stepping into 
the successful fourth year of its people-centric 
administration, held its three-year achievement 

convention successfully in 
Tumakuru on May 19. Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah had 
announced that programmes 

would be organised throughout 
the month. Accordingly, the Government has 
launched programmes under the banner of 
‘Guarantee Habba’, and several campaigns will be 
conducted across the month.

Guarantee Varthe
Bengaluru: The ‘Shakthi’ scheme was the fi rst 
among the fi ve Guarantee schemes announced 
by the Government led by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah after assuming offi ce in the state 
in 2023. Offi cially launched on June 11, 2023,
the scheme provides free travel in government 
buses for women and girl students across the state.
Over the past three years, this ambitious initiative 
has brought about a transformative change by 
ensuring freedom of travel to crores of women 
across Karnataka.
Women from lower and lower-middle-income 
backgrounds, including garment workers, civic 
workers, and daily wage earners, are now saving 
approximately ₹1,500 to ₹2,000 every month. 
These savings are being utilised for children’s 
education, household expenses, medicines, and 
small savings. The scheme has enabled rural girl 
students to travel to towns and cities for higher 
education without fi nancial burden. Following the 
implementation of the scheme, there has also been 
a signifi cant rise in the number of women devotees 
visiting major temples and tourist destinations, 
thereby boosting religious tourism as well.

Women’s Empowerment 
is the Foundation of a 
Prosperous Karnataka

The ‘Shakthi’ scheme is not 
merely a free transport 
facility; it represents 
our Government’s 
unwavering commitment 
towards the dignity, 
equality, and progress of 
every woman in the state. 
Over the last three years, crores 
of free journeys have enabled women to access 
education, employment, and healthcare without 
fi nancial barriers. An empowered woman is 
the pillar of a strong family, and strong families 
are the foundation of a prosperous Karnataka. 
Our Government remains committed to such 
progressive and inclusive development.
              • Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister

Independent Travel 
A New Dimension to 

Women’s Empowerment
Freedom of travel plays 
a vital role in women’s 
empowerment. It opens 
access to employment, 
education, and market 
opportunities. The Shakthi 
scheme has not only reduced 
the fi nancial burden on families b u t 
has also doubled women’s active participation 
in Karnataka’s socio-economic progress.
As our Government steps into its fourth year 
of governance, we once again reaffi rm our 
commitment towards building a more equal and 
empowered Karnataka.
           • D.K. Shivakumar, Deputy Chief Minister

After an accident left 
me unable to work, the 

Government’s guarantee schemes 
became a source of support. Free 
travel under the Shakthi scheme 
helped me visit the hospital without 
worrying about bus fare, bringing much-needed 
relief to my family.
         ○ Ratnamma, Bhadravati

Free travel under the 
Shakthi scheme has 

made it easier for me to bring 
essentials for my tea shop from 
the market. Earlier, transport costs 
were a burden, but now the savings 
have helped me run my tea shop better.
  ○ Seethalakshmi, Hosanagara

Worried about my 
daughter ’s future,

I wanted to start a small clothing 
business from home, but travel 
costs made frequent market visits 
diffi cult. With free travel under the 
Shakthi scheme, I can now bring materials for 
my business without worrying about expenses.
        ○ Shafi a, Shahapur

After an accident left 
me unable to work, the 

Government’s guarantee schemes 
became a source of support. Free 
travel under the Shakthi scheme 
helped me visit the hospital without 

Free travel under the 
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the market. Earlier, transport costs 
were a burden, but now the savings 

Worried about my 
daughter ’s future,

I wanted to start a small clothing 
business from home, but travel 
costs made frequent market visits 
diffi cult. With free travel under the 

The Scheme That Gave Women
The Freedom to Travel
The              Guarantee

Public Transport on the 
Path of Progress

The Shakthi scheme has 
transformed Karnataka’s 
public transport system 
into a powerful vehicle of 
women’s progress. Every 
free ticket issued in our 
transport corporation buses 
stands as a symbol of women’s 
rights, fi nancial savings, and self-confi dence. From 
rural regions to metropolitan cities, women today 
are travelling more confi dently and independently 
than ever before. Our department remains 
committed to further strengthening public 
transport and ensuring the continued benefi ts of 
this historic scheme.
        • Ramalinga Reddy, Minister for Transport

moved towards implementation.

Statistics
₹18,943 Crore
Amount spent on the Shakthi scheme so far

Over 726 Crore
Total free tickets distributed so far

A Lifeline for Crores of Women 

would be organised throughout 

Prosperous Karnataka
The ‘Shakthi’ scheme is not 
merely a free transport 
facility; it represents 
our Government’s 
unwavering commitment 
towards the dignity, 
equality, and progress of 
every woman in the state. 
Over the last three years, crores 

Women’s Empowerment
Freedom of travel plays 
a vital role in women’s 
empowerment. It opens 
access to employment, 
education, and market 
opportunities. The Shakthi 
scheme has not only reduced 
the fi nancial burden on families b u t 

Path of Progress
The Shakthi scheme has 
transformed Karnataka’s 
public transport system 
into a powerful vehicle of 
women’s progress. Every 
free ticket issued in our 
transport corporation buses 
stands as a symbol of women’s 
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DKS Challenges HDK to Debate on Bidadi Township Project
BENGALURU

 
Deputy Chief Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar challenged Union 
Minister H. D. Kumaraswamy 
and former Prime Minister H. 
D. Deve Gowda to an open 
debate over the proposed Rs 
18,000-crore Bidadi township 
project, asserting that nearly 
80 per cent of farmers had 
consented to the plan.

“Kumaraswamy wanted a 
debate on the Bidadi township 
project. Let him decide the 
place and time. Deve Gowda 
can also join,” Shivakumar 

told reporters after meeting a 
section of farmers.

The Deputy Chief Minister 
said village-wise final notifi-
cations for land acquisition 
would be issued within three 
days and compensation distri-
bution is expected to begin in 
early June.

The ambitious township 
project, approved by the Kar-
nataka Cabinet on April 30, 
proposes acquisition of 7,481 
acres across nine villages in 
Ramanagara taluk of Bengal-
uru South district.

Kumaraswamy has strongly 
opposed the proposal, alleg-
ing that the government was 
turning the township initiative 
into an “official real estate 
business” and demanding an 
immediate halt to land acqui-
sition.

Responding to the criticism, 
Shivakumar said the project 

was not initiated by him but 
was originally notified during 
Kumaraswamy’s tenure as 
Chief Minister.

“This is not my project. It 
was earlier given to DLF, but 
the company withdrew stating 
that the project was not finan-
cially viable,” he said.

Farmers attending the meet-
ing claimed the project had 
remained stalled since 2006, 
resulting in restrictions on 
buying and selling land in the 
notified areas.

Alasandra Srinivas said 
compensation discussions had 

finally moved forward, with 
rates crossing Rs 2 crore per 
acre.

Farmer leader H. Rajanna 
said compensation had been 
fixed at up to Rs 2.5 crore per 
acre and added that Cauvery 
water supply would also be 
extended to the township re-
gion.

Shivakumar urged Ku-
maraswamy, who holds the 
Steel portfolio in the Union 
government, to focus on re-
ducing steel and cement pric-
es instead of criticising the 
township proposal.

BIDADI DEBATE CHALLENGE

QUICK READ

KUWJ Honours 
 DCM D.K.  

Shivakumar

Tumakuru-Yesvantpur 
MEMU Timings May 

Change

Tempo Hits Two-
Wheeler Rider, Vehicle 

Overturns

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A delegation of the Kar-
nataka Working Journal-
ists Association (KUWJ), 

led by State President 
Shivananda Tagadoor 

and Bidar District Working 
Journalists’ Association 

President Anand Devap-
pa, met Deputy Chief 

Minister D. K. Shivakumar 
in Bengaluru and hon-

oured him with a memen-
to from the recent State 
conference held in Bidar. 

Shivakumar said he could 
not attend the conference 

due to unavoidable rea-
sons and congratulated 

the organisers on its suc-
cessful conduct. The del-
egation also appealed to 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
not to discontinue special 
advertisements issued to 
newspapers in border dis-
tricts, saying such publi-
cations play a vital role in 
preserving Kannada lan-
guage and culture. Shiva-
kumar assured the dele-

gation that he would look 
into the matter.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
South Western Railway 
authorities are likely to 

revise the departure tim-
ing of the Tumaku-

ru-Yesvantpur MEMU 
train to benefit daily 

commuters travelling to 
Bengaluru for work. At 
the Bangalore Division 

Rail Passenger Advisory 
Committee meeting, 

Ashutosh K. Singh, Gen-
eral Manager of the Ban-
galore Division, assured 
members that the pro-
posal to advance the 

train’s departure from 8 
am to 7.45 am would be 

examined. 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A two-wheeler rider was 
seriously injured after a 
tempo rammed into his 

vehicle near Sangam Ho-
tel at Billinakote in Nela-
mangala taluk on Thurs-
day. According to police, 

the impact of the collision 
caused the rider to be 
thrown onto the road, 

while the tempo reported-
ly overturned after the ac-
cident. The incident was 

captured on the dash 
camera of a car travelling 

behind the tempo. Per-
sonnel from the National 
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) rushed to the 
spot and shifted the in-

jured rider to a nearby hos-
pital for treatment. A case 
has been registered at the 
Nelamangala Traffic Po-
lice Station, and police 

have launched a search to 
trace the tempo driver, 
who allegedly fled the 

scene after the accident.

Axiscades Aerospace Plans Rs 
6,000-Crore Investment in Karnataka
Bengaluru-based aerospace firm proposes major defence, semiconductor and AI infrastructure expansion project statewide.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Axiscades Aerospace Infra-
structure Private Limited, a 
Bengaluru-based aerospace 
and defence company, has 
proposed an investment of Rs 
6,000 crore in Karnataka to 
establish large-scale aero-
space, defence and advanced 
technology infrastructure, In-
dustries Minister M. B. Patil 
said on Thursday.

Speaking after an extensive 
meeting with senior company 
officials at Khanija Bhavan, 
the Minister said the proposed 
investment would be made in 
phases and is expected to gen-
erate nearly 20,000 direct and 
54,000 indirect employment 
opportunities in the State.

According to Patil, the 
company plans to establish an 

integrated manufacturing, 
testing and maintenance hub 
spread across 200 acres. The 
facility will focus on aero-
space, defence, semiconduc-
tors and Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)-based innovation.

He said the company also 
intends to set up a research 
and development centre in 
collaboration with global 

partners to strengthen domes-
tic capabilities in advanced 
technologies.

“The proposed project will 
significantly boost Karnata-
ka’s position in aerospace and 
defence manufacturing while 
creating thousands of jobs,” 
the Minister said.

The project will include in-
frastructure related to missile 

manufacturing facilities, radar 
and sensor systems, and 
Maintenance, Repair and 
Overhaul (MRO) facilities for 
fighter aircraft.

Officials said the invest-
ment would be implemented 
in three phases. In the first 
phase, the company plans to 
invest Rs 1,290 crore, fol-
lowed by Rs 2,898 crore in 
the second phase and Rs 
1,512 crore in the third phase.

The company has requested 
land near Devanahalli for the 
project. Representatives of the 
firm expressed interest in lo-
cating the proposed unit close 
to the existing aerospace eco-
system in the Devanahalli re-
gion.

The company has also pro-
posed construction of a 1.8-
km runway to support aero-

space operations. During dis-
cussions, Hassan, Vijayapura 
and Shivamogga airports 
were suggested as possible 
locations for runway-related 
infrastructure.

Following the request, the 
Minister instructed officials to 
identify a suitable location for 
the runway and expedite the 
process of evaluating land 
availability.

Senior officials who attend-
ed the meeting included Prin-
cipal Secretary of the Com-
merce and Industries Depart-
ment Dr. N. Selvakumar, In-
dustries Commissioner Khu-
shboo Goyal, Infrastructure 
Department Secretary Vishal, 
Technical Adviser Arvind 
Galgali and Axiscades Man-
aging Director Sharadhi 
Chandra Babu.

Bengaluru Building Shelters for 2,100 
Stray Dogs after Supreme Court Directive
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Following a recent Supreme 
Court directive on stray dog 
management, Bengaluru is 
constructing shelter homes 
with a combined capacity to 
house nearly 2,100 stray dogs 
across the five city corpora-
tions under the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority.The shelters 
are expected to become oper-
ational before August, offi-
cials said. Civic agencies 
have already begun identify-
ing stray dogs in institutional 
areas such as schools, col-
leges, hospitals, railway sta-
tions, sports complexes and 
bus depots.Authorities clari-
fied that stray dogs will not be 
relocated from public spaces 
until the shelters are fully 
ready.The move follows the 
Supreme Court’s November 
7, 2025 order directing local 
bodies to identify stray dogs 
within institutional premises 

and shift them to designated 
shelters after sterilisation and 
vaccination. The court also 
instructed that dogs removed 
from such campuses should 
not be released back at the 
same locations, unlike earlier 
practices under the Animal 
Birth Control (ABC) Rules.

According to civic officials, 
2,696 institutional stray dogs 
have so far been identified 
across Bengaluru. Of these, 
the North zone accounts for 
901 dogs, followed by West 
with 591, Central with 504, 
East with 369 and South with 
331.The court observed that 
implementation of the Animal 
Birth Control Rules, 2001, 
had been ineffective in many 
regions. The rules advocate 
the Capture-Sterilise-Vacci-
nate-Release model for con-
trolling stray dog populations 
while prohibiting indiscrimi-
nate culling.Officials said 
Bengaluru’s five city corpora-

tions currently operate eight 
ABC centres for sterilisation 
and vaccination activities.

The issue has gained urgen-
cy amid rising dog bite inci-
dents in the city. Between 
January and March this year, 
Bengaluru recorded 10,423 
dog bite cases, including 
6,254 involving stray dogs 
and the remaining linked to 
pet animals.Meanwhile, ani-
mal welfare activists have ex-
pressed concern over the 
long-term impact of large-
scale confinement of stray 
dogs.Sathwin Putta from 
South Bengaluru Cares said 
the “one-size-fits-all” ap-
proach may reverse years of 

progress in humane stray dog 
management.“It results in in-
justice to innocent animals 
that have peacefully coexisted 
with people and may now re-
main confined permanently,” 
he said.Civic authorities have 
floated tenders to engage 
NGOs for maintenance, ad-
ministration and day-to-day 
operations of the shelters once 
they become functional.

Box Story: Activists Raise 
Shelter ConcernsSociety for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals representative Sujaya 
Jagadish said authorities must 
ensure shelters comply with 
proper standards before im-
plementation.“We are worried 
about overcrowded and unhy-
gienic shelters being created 
for institutional dogs. Once 
operational, there is no going 
back. Poor shelter conditions 
could trigger disease out-
breaks affecting both animals 
and humans,” she warned.

A tender has been 
floated to engage NGOs 

for maintenance, 
administration and daily 

operations of  the 
shelters once they 
become functional.

BJP Must Grow Through Skill, Discipline 
and Ideological Strength: Sadananda Gowda
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Former Chief Minister and 
former Union Minister D. 
V. Sadananda Gowda on 
Thursday said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party must strength-
en itself through skill coor-
dination, discipline and 
ideological commitment 
among par ty  workers .
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Pandit Deenday-
al  Upadhyay Training 
Campaign-2026 held at 
Elim Resort in Nettigere 
under the Nelaguli Gram 
Panchayat limits of Yesh-
wanthpur Assembly con-
stituency, Gowda said BJP 
cadres possess the strength 
and resilience to overcome 
political and organisational 
challenges.“The world is 
constantly changing, and 
BJP workers should be 
prepared to face every ob-
stacle with commitment 
and confidence,” he said.
Referring to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Gowda 
said Modi’s vision focuses 

on protecting and develop-
ing the nation, and BJP 
workers should dedicate 
themselves to strengthen-
ing the party at the grass-
roots level.“The BJP is not 
merely a party seeking 
power. It is a movement 
built on ideology and ser-
vice. Workers must strive 
to regain what has been 
lost in places where the 
party’s strength has weak-
ened,” he added.S. Harish, 
BJP Bengaluru North Dis-

trict president, said the 
training campaign was 
aimed at building disci-
pline and organisational 
commitment among work-
ers.

He advised party cadres 
not to depend solely on 
proximity to senior leaders 
for political growth.“If you 
remain loyal and commit-
ted to the party, opportuni-
ties and responsibilities 
will come automatically,” 
he said in a lighter vein, 

adding that leadership 
must be earned through 
dedication and hard work.

Harish urged workers to 
make use of every oppor-
tunity available under the 
party’s guidance to further 
strengthen the organisa-
tion.R. P. Prakash said par-
ty workers should actively 
spread awareness about 
BJP’s history, achieve-
ments  and pro-people 
schemes introduced by the 
Central government.He 
stressed that empowering 
grassroots workers and 
taking them into confi-
dence was essential for the 
growth of the organisation.

Several BJP leaders and 
office-bearers, including 
Jayaramegowda,  State 
Farmers Morcha vice-pres-
ident M. Rudresh, district 
training coordinator Ravin-
dra, district general secre-
tary Bhanu Rangaswamy 
and State OBC Morcha 
secretary Gopi,

 attended the programme 
along with party workers.

Delhi Woman, Three 
Foreign Nationals Held in 
Rs 17-Crore MDMA Bust

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru police have busted 
an international drug traffick-
ing network with the arrest of 
eight persons, including three 
foreign nationals, and seizure 
of 17 kg of MDMA valued at 
nearly Rs 17 crore.Police said 
the racket was allegedly mas-
terminded by Reena Yadav 
alias Bapi (50), a Delhi resi-
dent who was released from 
prison last year after serving 
13 years in a criminal con-
spiracy case.

According to investigators, 
her associates Dheeraj and 
Debashish Banerjee alias 
Debu were involved in col-
lecting and transporting the 
narcotics before supplying 
them to Bengaluru-based op-
eratives through foreign 
women allegedly acting as 

drug couriers.The other ac-
cused arrested include P. Mo-
hammed Masoor and Abdul 
Samad, both natives of Dak-
shina Kannada residing in 
Bengaluru, along with three 
foreign nationals — Obianuju 
Rita from Nigeria, Margereth 
Linginiko Chale from Tanza-
nia, and Danfa Gerald from 
Senegal.Seemanth Kumar 
Singh said the investigation 
began after Hebbal Police 
Station received a tip-off on 
May 11 about illegal drug 
sales near an apartment in 
Unnathi Layout, Anandnagar.
Police found that three per-
sons were allegedly selling 
MDMA from a car parked 
near the apartment. The oper-
ation was led by Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(North Division) B.S. Nema-
gouda.

Retired Policeman Duped of Rs 
6.3 Lakh While Seeking Loan

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A retired police officer from 
Bengaluru allegedly lost Rs 
6.3 lakh to fraudsters while 
attempting to secure a vehicle 
loan to purchase a Toyota In-
nova, police said.The victim, 
K. N. Nandeshwarachar, 63, a 
resident of Vyalikaval, ap-
proached Ravindu Motors 
Pvt. Ltd. in Rajajinagar on 
April 27 intending to buy the 
multi-utility vehicle through 
finance assistance.According 
to the complaint, Nandesh-
warachar met a man identified 
as “Murthy” near the show-
room’s loan section. Murthy 
allegedly explained the loan 
process and advised him to 

contact finance agents associ-
ated with the showroom for 
quicker approval. He then 
shared the mobile number of 
a person named Arun.Trusting 
the information, the retired 
officer contacted Arun, who 
claimed he could arrange a 
vehicle loan through a reputed 
finance company linked to the 
dealership.Police said Arun 
gradually gained the victim’s 
confidence and later instruct-
ed him to transfer Rs 6.3 lakh 
through RTGS to an account 
belonging to “AARVIN IT 
EDGE PRIVATE LIMITED” 
located in Patancheru, Telan-
gana, claiming it was required 
to confirm the booking of the 
vehicle.

Karnataka to Replace Open Safari 
Jeeps with Secured Vehicles After 

Dubare Tragedy
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Following the recent trage-
dy at the Dubare elephant 
camp, the Karnataka gov-
ernment is planning major 
safety reforms in wildlife 
tourism, including phasing 
out open safari jeeps in ti-
ger reserves and sanctuaries 
across the State.

Forest Minister Eshwar B. 
Khandre has directed forest 
officials to gradually re-
place modified open camper 
jeeps with secured buses 
and vehicles fitted with pro-
tective barriers, iron grills 
or shatter-proof glass.

In a communication ad-
dressed to the Chief Wild-
life Warden and Principal 
Chief Conservator of For-
ests (Wildlife), the Minister 
said the move was aimed at 
preventing future mishaps 
involving tourists and wild 
animals.

“Fortunately, there have 
been no incidents of wild 

animals attacking safari ve-
hicles so far. This is the 
right time to adopt preven-
t ive  safe ty  measures ,” 
Khandre stated.

The proposed safety mea-
sures will be implemented 
in major wildlife destina-
tions including Bandipur 
Tiger Reserve, Nagarahole 
Tiger Reserve, Kali Tiger 
Reserve, Biligiri Rangana-
tha Tiger  Reserve and 
Bhadra Tiger  Reserve, 
along with other protected 
forests and sanctuaries.

Officials have also been 
instructed to ensure that 
even VIP visitors use only 
secured safari  vehicles 
while entering forest areas.

Wildlife safaris in Karna-
taka attract large numbers 
of domestic and internation-
al tourists every year. Au-
thorities believe the new 
safety measures will im-
prove visitor protection 
without affecting tourism 
activities.

Retired Policeman 
Duped of Rs 6.3 

Lakh While 
Seeking Loan

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A retired police officer 
from Bengaluru allegedly 
lost Rs 6.3 lakh to fraud-
sters while attempting to 
secure a vehicle loan to 
purchase a Toyota Innova, 
police said.The victim, K. 
N. Nandeshwarachar, 63, a 
resident of Vyalikaval, ap-
proached Ravindu Motors 
Pvt. Ltd. in Rajajinagar on 
April 27 intending to buy 
the multi-utility vehicle 
through finance assistance.
According to the complaint, 
Nandeshwarachar met a 
man identified as “Murthy” 
near the showroom’s loan 
section. Murthy allegedly 
explained the loan process 
and advised him to contact 
finance agents associated 
with the showroom for 
quicker approval. He then 
shared the mobile number 
of a person named Arun.
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Activist spotlights pedestrian crisis in bustling core of M’luru
MANGALURU

In a striking display of civic 
enga gement, a local social me-
dia handle has compiled exten-
sive visual evidence of deterio-
rating urban infrastructure and 
formally petitioned authorities 
for urgent repairs across key 
commercial and transit hubs in 
the city.

The account @KudlaIn-
fraWatch submitted a detailed 
complaint letter to the Commis-
sioner of Mangaluru City Cor-
poration on Thursday, highligh 
ting widespread problems af-
fecting daily commuters, rail-

way passengers, and market 
visitors. The submission draws 
on a series of on-ground obser-
vations and images captured in 
recent days, painting a concern-
ing picture of neglect in 
high-traffic zones.

Central to the concerns are 
the footpaths around Mangalore 

Central Railway Station, where 
temporary slum-like setups 
with residents and their belong-
ings have taken over sidewalks 
adjacent to fencing. Stacks of 
red construction bricks from 
ongoing retaining wall work lie 
scattered across walkways, 
while damaged or missing drain 

covers create sudden gaps in 
otherwise paved areas. These 
obstructions not only hinder 
movement but also pose direct 
tripping risks for hurried travel-
ers exiting the station.

Further along the route to-
ward the Regional Transport 
Office (RTO), the situation 
worsens with uneven and sunk-
en paving stones that have inex-
plicably settled into the ground 
despite minimal vehicular pres-
sure on those sections. Open 
drains run parallel to the paths, 
accumulating debris, while gar-
bage piles up around roadside 
trees, turning green patches into 

informal dumping sites. The 
absence of sufficient public 
dustbins exacerbates the issue, 
leading to visible litter includ-
ing bottles and plastic waste.

At the State Bank Bus Stand 
and the stretch leading to the 
Clock Tower, hawkers have oc-
cupied significant portions of 
the designated pedestrian space, 
forcing walkers into congested 
roadways shared with buses 
and autos. The municipal-allot-
ted hawker zone nearby stands 
poorly maintained, with many 
stalls appearing unused or run-
down, raising questions about 
effective space management. 

COMMUTER SAFETY CONCERNS

QUICK READ

Kushalnagar 
mandates strict waste 

segregation rules

Kodagu issues 
monsoon power 

safety alert notice
CH NEWS, Madikeri

With monsoon rains and 
strong winds beginning 

across Kodagu district, the 
Electricity Board has warn 
ed of possible disruptions 

in power supply due to 
weather-related damage. 

Officials said incidents 
such as broken wires and 
damaged poles may in-

crease during the rainy sea 
son, leading to outages. 

The public has been strict-
ly advised not to touch or 
attempt repairs on fallen 
power lines under any cir-
cumstances. Instead, con-
sumers should immediate 
ly report any electrical faul 
ts or network damage by 
calling the toll-free num-
ber 1800-599-0061. The 
Executive Engineer of the 
Operations and Mainte-

nance Department urged 
citizens to stay alert and 
report issues promptly.

Chitradurga 
announces power cut 
for emergency works
CH NEWS, Chitradurga

Power supply will be dis-
rupted on May 22 from 10 

am to 6 pm in several 
parts of Chitradurga due 

to emergency mainte-
nance work on the 11 KV 
F-10 Zilla Panchayat line 
under Nagar Subdivision 
Unit-1. Officials said the 
shutdown is required for 

urgent line repair and safe 
ty works. Areas affected 

in clude IUDP Layout, 
Gandhi Nagar, Kandaya-
giri Nagar, Rajendra Na-

gar, Sadiq Nagar, 
Suryaputra Circle, Kanu-
mappa Layout, Jogimatti 
Road cross areas, J.P. Na-
gar, Swami Vivekananda 
Nagar, Teach ers Colony,  
Buddha Nagar Stadium 

area and Prashant Nagar. 

CH NEWS, Madikeri
Kushalnagar Municipality 
has directed all residents, 
businesses, and institu-

tions to strictly follow the 
Solid Waste (Manage-

ment and Handling) Rules 
2026, which came into ef-
fect on April 1, 2026. Offi-
cials said waste must be 
separated into green, dry, 
sanitary, and special care 
categories before handing 
it over to municipal auto 

tipper vehicles. Large 
waste generators produc-

ing over 100 kg per day 
must treat waste on-site 
or register on the CPCB 
portal and comply with 
disposal rules. Failure to 

segregate waste will result 
in fines and possible dis-
connection of water and 
electricity services. Au-

thorities urged full public 
cooperation for effective 

implementation of cleanli-
ness measures.

MADIKERI

A district wide Pulse Polio 
Vaccination Programme will 
be conducted from June 28 to 
ensure complete immunisation 
of children under five years of 
age District Collector S J So-
mashekhar has called upon all 
departments and organisations 
to work together for the suc-
cessful implementation of the 
national health campaign.

He was speaking while 
chairing a preparatory meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s Office Hall on Thursday 
and stressed that the Pulse 
Polio programme is a major 
national initiative that re-
quires coordinated planning 
and full participation from all 

stakeholders.
The vaccination drive will 

be conducted from June 28 to 
July 1 and officials have been 
instructed to make all neces-
sary arrangements including 
manpower deployment trans-
port facilities and uninterrupt-
ed power supply to ensure 
smooth functioning of booths 
across the district.

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr Satish Ku-
mar informed the meeting that 
the district has 32,702 chil-
dren under the age of five in-
cluding 3,275 in urban areas 
and 29,427 in rural regions 
He also noted that there are 
19,900 migrant children who 
will be covered under the 
campaign.

He said awareness activities 
will begin on June 26 with 
rallies in schools and polio 
drops will be administered 
from 8 am on June 28 at des-
ignated booths across the dis-
trict A total of 470 booths 
have been set up along with 
mobile teams and trained vac-
cination staff to reach house-
holds and remote areas.

The health department has 
deployed 1,946 vaccinators 
and 973 teams for house to 
house visits along with 85 su-
pervisors to monitor the pro-
gramme Officials said special 
attention will be given to ur-
ban and rural migrant popula-
tions to ensure no child is left 
out.The District Collector in-
structed various departments 

including education rural de-
velopment women and child 
welfare transport and munici-
pal bodies to actively support 
awareness campaigns through 
banners pamphlets and public 
announcements He also asked 
religious leaders and local or-
ganisations to spread aware-
ness on the importance of 
vaccination.

Authorities confirmed that 
cooperation from Anganwadi 
workers self help groups and 
community volunteers will 
play a key role in achieving 
full coverage and ensuring that 
every eligible child receives 
polio drops during the three 
day district wide campaign 
aimed at protecting public 
health and preventing disease.

Pulse Polio drive planned  
across district from on June 28

Vaccination drive scheduled June 28–July 1 with arrangements for manpower, 
transport, and power to ensure smooth district-wide execution

CHITRADURGA

District Commissioner T Ven-
katesh has warned that strict 
legal action will be taken 
against officials and individu-
als involved in child marriage 
cases in the district while pre-
siding over a coordination 
committee meeting of the 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department held at the 
District Commissioner’s of-
fice on Thursday.

He said that every case of 
child marriage must be prop-
erly tracked with clear details 
of investigation status, action 
taken and punishment given. 
He instructed officials to pre-
pare an accurate report chart 
of all ongoing cases to ensure 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in handling such incidents. 
Deputy Director of the Wom-
en and Child Development 
Department Vijay Kumar in-
formed the meeting that be-
tween April and March this 

year a total of 202 child mar-
riage cases were reported in 
the district. 

Out of these 117 marriages 
were successfully prevented 
in advance through timely in-
tervention while 85 cases 
where marriages had already 
taken place were identified 
and FIRs were registered in 
all cases.

Officials said awareness 
programmes are being con-
ducted across the district in 
schools, colleges and rural 
sensitive areas to prevent 
child marriages. Street plays 
and community outreach ac-
tivities are also being used to 
educate people about the legal 
consequences and social im-
pact of child marriage.

The District Commissioner 
also stressed the importance 

of providing separate build-
ings for Anganwadi centres 
operating in rented spaces He 
said priority will be given to 
constructing own buildings 
under KMERC and KMERC 
related schemes with a total 
sanctioned grant of Rs 313 
crore for development works 
in the district.

Officials informed that 324 
Anganwadi centres are cur-
rently functioning in rented 
buildings including 172 in 
urban areas and 152 in rural 
areas. Construction of new 
buildings and upgradation of 
existing centres is already un-
derway under different phases 
of government schemes.

The Commissioner further 
instructed officials to ensure 
proper implementation of nu-
trition programmes for moth-
ers and children and to reduce 
malnutrition levels in the dis-
trict, He suggested awareness 
drives with the Health Depart-
ment and NGOs.

MAGADI

District Guarantee Imple-
mentation Committee Vice 
President Shivaprasad said 
the Congress government led 
by Chief Minister Siddara-
mai ah and Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
has completed three years of 
governance and fulfilled 
many election promises. 

He said nearly fifty to six-
ty percent of the announced 
guarantee schemes have al-
ready been implemented 
successfully across Karnata-

ka. The remai ning projects 
will be completed within the 
next two years of the gov-
ernment’ s term, he added. 
He said assurances were giv-
en by Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and Deputy Chief 
Mi nister D.K. Shivakumar 
during a recent progress 
meeting that all promises 
will be fulfilled.

He also said that in Benga-
luru South district alone, 
more than two thousand one 
hundred crore rupees have 
been spent on five major gua 
rantee schemes. 

MANGALURU

Dr. Majo George, Dean of the 
Faculty of Economics at the 
University of Economics and 
Finance (UEF), recently trav-
eled to Mangaluru, to formal-
ize a strategic collaboration 
with Sahyadri College of En-
gineering & Management.

The visit marked the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) aimed at 
fostering cross-border innova-
tion and talent development. 
Building on initial discussions 
held earlier in Ho Chi Minh 
City with Sahyadri’s vision-
ary Chairman, Dr. Manjunath 
Bhandary, the agreement 
paves the way for expanded 
student and faculty mobility, 
joint research initiatives, and 
shared entrepreneurship pro-
grams.

Sahyadri College stands out 
for its dynamic approach to 
engineering education, em-
phasizing cutting-edge tech-
nologies such as artificial in-
telligence, robotics, and start-
up incubation. During his 
stay, Dr. George was im-
pressed by live demonstra-
tions of student-led innova-
tion projects and the institu-
tion’s strong industry linkag-
es, which align closely with 
UEF’s commitment to pro-
ducing graduates ready for a 
competitive global economy.

Dr. George stated, “We are 
truly looking forward to 
working closely with Sahy-
adri College in Mangalore, 
India, in areas including: Stu-
dent and faculty exchanges, 
Joint research and innovation 
projects, Entrepreneurship 
and startup ecosystems, In-
dustry collaboration, Interna-
tional immersion programs, 
Technology and AI-driven 
education initiatives, and In-
dia–Vietnam higher education 
partnerships.”

This partnership reflects a 
broader trend of Vietnam-In-
dia educational cooperation, 
enhancing bilateral ties in re-
search, innovation, and hu-
man capital development.

UEF signs MoU 
with Sahyadri 

College in 
Mangaluru 

Deputy Director Vijay Kumar reported 202 child marriage cases, 117 
prevented early, 85 occurred, and FIRs were filed in all identified cases

Chitradurga vows strict 
action against child marriage

GADAG

Karnataka State Savita Samaj 
director Kadur Ravikumar has 
urged the Karnataka govern-
ment to give a higher official 
position to Gadag District Sav-
ita Samaj president Krishna H 
Hadapada for his twenty five 
years of social and community 
service.

In a press statement issued 
ahead of Hadapada’s forty 
sixth birthday on May 22, Ra-
vikumar praised his contribu-
tion towards the welfare of 
backward communities, work-
ers, youth, and poor families in 
Gadag district. He said Hada-
pada played an important role 
in establishing the state’s first 
Savita Maharshi Circle in 
Gadag through continuous ef-
forts and public campaigns. He 
also helped create the Savita 

Samaj Backward Classes Co-
operative Society, through 
which loans worth nearly Rs 
2.50 crore were arranged for 
economically weaker families.

Ravikumar said Hadapada 
distributed salon chairs, sup-
ported construction of free 
barber shops, and organised 
beauty parlour and vocational 
training programmes for wom-
en and youth. During the 
Covid lockdown, he reported-
ly distributed ration kits to 
more than seven hundred and 

fifty poor families and helped 
hundreds receive labour iden-
tity cards and government 
benefits.

He also highlighted Hadapa-
da’s long association with the 
Congress party and his close 
work with senior leaders in-
cluding H K Patil and D R 
Patil. Ravikumar urged the 
Siddaramaiah government to 
recognise Hadapada’s service 
and provide him suitable polit-
ical representation and greater 
responsibility in public life.

Community members and 
local leaders described him as 
a organiser who consistently 
worked for education, em-
ployment, and awareness 
among backward communi-
ties. They said his efforts 
helped many families access 
loans, training opportunities, 
and government schemes. 

Krishna Hadapada deserves higher state 
government recognition: Ravikumar

UDUPI

Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roop T K has warned that strict 
legal action will be taken 
against  res ident ia l  and 
multi-storey apartment owners 
if they are found discharging 
untreated sewage and waste-
water into rivers and drains, 
causing serious water pollution 
in the district.

She issued the warning while 
chairing a meeting on wastewa-
ter management held at the Dis-
trict Collector’s Office in Ra-
jatadri, Manipal. The meeting 
focused on pollution control 
measures and proper treatment 
of sewage from residential 
complexes.

The Deputy Commissioner 
said a detailed survey conduct-
ed by MIT has identified sev-
eral apartment complexes lack-
ing proper waste management 
systems. Drone surveys have 
also revealed that some build-
ings are directly releasing 
wastewater into the Indrali riv-
er through drains without any 
scientific treatment. She ex-
pressed concern that even 
apartments equipped with sew-
age treatment plants are not 
operating them effectively, 

while some complexes do not 
have treatment facilities at all. 
She warned that such negli-
gence is leading to severe con-
tamination of river water and 
even nearby wells.

Swaroop T K instructed 
apartment owners to immedi-
ately ensure proper functioning 
of sewage treatment units and 
follow scientific waste dispos-
al methods. She said treated 
water should be reused for gar-
dening and other non drinking 
purposes to reduce environ-
mental damage.

She added that solid waste 
should be managed scientifical-
ly using modern systems and 
emphasised that protecting the 
environment is the responsibil-
ity of all citizens and institu-
tions. The Deputy Commission-
er also suggested river cleaning 
and awareness programmes 
along the Indrali river from its 
origin to its endpoint, involving 
local bodies, NGOs, and con-
struction agencies.Officials 
present at the meeting included 
senior district officers, munici-
pal authorities, MIT representa-
tives, and members of local or-
ganisations who discussed steps 
to strengthen pollution control 
measures in urban areas.

Deputy Commissioner warns 
apartments on water pollution

Nikhil lacks political experience, 
says Ganakal Nataraju

Nataraju said political experience is needed before commenting on 
seniors, and questioned Nikhil’s independent political achievements

RAMANAGARA

Greater Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority Chair-
man Ganakal Nataraju 
has said that Nikhil has 
no political experience 
and should be careful 
while speaking about 
Deputy Chief Minister 
D K Shivakumar.

Speaking at a press 
conference at the GBDA office 
on Thursday, he said Nikhil, 
who has lost elections three 
times, was commenting on a 
leader who has been active in 
politics for nearly 45 years. He 
added that Shivakumar has 

served as Zilla Panchayat 
member, MLA, minister, and 
Deputy Chief Minister, and 

therefore deserves re-
spect for his long polit-
ical career.

Nataraju said that 
one must first gain po-
litical experience be-
fore making remarks 
about senior leaders. 

He also said that 
Nikhil’s identity has largely 
been linked to his family back-
ground and questioned his in-
dependent achievements in 
politics.

He further remarked that af-
ter losing elections in Ra-

managara, Channapatna, and 
Mandya, Nikhil has limited 
political experience. 

He added that his political 
presence has been highlighted 
mainly due to association with 
former Chief Minister H D Ku-
maraswamy and former Prime 
Minister H D Deve Gowda’s 
family.

Nataraju warned that disre-
spectful comments against ex-
perienced leaders like D K 
Shivakumar would not be ac-
cepted by the public. He said 
that people of the district are 
watching such statements and 
may respond strongly if such 
behaviour continues.

Congress claims full progress 
on guarantee schemes
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State book selection 
list released in Udupi

Gauribidanur orders 
cleaning of vacant sites
CH NEWS, Chikkaballapura
The Gauribidanur Mu-
nicipal Commissioner 

has instructed all own-
ers of vacant sites withi 

n city limits to clean 
their properties within 
seven days. Officials 

said dumping of waste 
in open plots has made 

city cleaning difficult 
and led to an increase 
in mosquito breedi ng, 

affecting public heal th. 
Site own ers have been 
warned to remove gar-
bage immediately and 
maintain cleanliness. If 
they fail to comply with 
in the deadline, the mu-
nicipality will carry out 
the cleaning work and 
recover the cost from 
the owners along with 

revenue charges. Action 
will also be taken under 
the Municipal Corpora-

tion Act-1964.

CH NEWS, Udupi
The State Level Book 
Selection Committee 

has released the list of 
selected books in Kan-

nada, English, Hindi 
and other Indian lan-
guages for the year 

2022. The selection list 
has been displayed on 
the notice board of the 
District Central Library 
at Ajjarkadu, Udupi for 
the information of au-
thors, publishers and 
the public. Officials 

said the list includes 
works approved by the 
committee for library 

use and reference. Au-
thors and publishers 
can check the details 
for updates. For more 
information, citizens 

may contact the Chief 
Librarian’s Office at 

the District Central Li-
brary in Udupi.

Leopard captured 
after scaring  

farmers in Mandya
CH NEWS, Mandya

A leopard that had been 
creating fear among 

farmers in Chindagirikop-
palu village of Srirangap-

atna taluk was finally 
captured by the Forest 

Department. The animal 
had been spotted repeat-

edly in nearby farmland 
for several days, making 

villagers afraid to visit 
their fields. Following re-

peated requests from 
residents, forest officials 
placed a cage in the area 
with a dog used as bait. 
The leopard entered the 

cage during the night 
while trying to catch the 

animal. Villagers from 
nearby areas gathered to 
see the captured leopard. 

Forest officials said the 
animal will soon be safely 
released into a forest re-
gion away from human 

settlements.

UDUPI

Udupi Municipal Corpora-
tion has invited applications 
from eligible beneficiaries 
for assistance to small busi-
nesses under the 5% SFC 

Disabled Welfare Program 
for the year 2025-26. 

The last date for submit-
ting the prescribed applica-
tion along with supporting 
documents is May 28. Inter-
ested applicants can obtain 

the application form and 
more information from the 
Municipal Commissioner of-
fice, Udupi. 

Officials said eligible can-
didates should apply before 
the deadline without delay. 

Udupi college hosts mock 
airstrike rescue drill exercise

The programme jointly organised by multiple departments and organisations 
demonstrated disaster coordination and improved preparedness among students 

UDUPI

A large scale mock disaster drill 
simulating an accidental air-
strike was conducted at Gov-
ernment First Grade College 
and Postgraduate Studies Cen-
tre in Tenkanidiyur to train stu-
dents and officials in emergen-
cy response and rescue opera-
tions under coordinated efforts 
of multiple departments. 
During the exercise scenes were 
staged showing students faint-
ing after a sudden airstrike like 
situation while teachers and on-
lookers reacted in shock. 

Emergency responders in-
cluding fire brigade personnel, 
Home Guards police health 
staff and civil defence teams 
quickly moved in to rescue in-
jured students provide first aid 
and shift them to hospital in 
ambulances, The drill also in-
cluded fire fighting operations 
to control simulated flames at 
the site.

The programme was jointly 

organised by the District Fire 
Department Home Guard Po-
lice Department Coast Guard 
Health and Family Welfare De-
partment Civil Defence Force 
Red Cross Unit Lions Club Old 
Students Association and col-
lege authorities, The aim was to 
demonstrate real time coordina-
tion during disaster situations 
and improve preparedness 
among students andofficials.

District Commissioner Swa-
roopa T K who witnessed the 
drill said that such mock exer-
cises are essential to build 

awareness and readiness during 
real emergencies. She recalled 
recent fire incidents in Udupi 
and said that although depart-
ments controlled the situation 
quickly there was still signifi-
cant damage. She emphasised 
that coordinated training helps 
reduce loss of life and property 
in future disasters.

She also noted that during 
real emergencies some people 
focus on filming incidents in-
stead of helping rescue opera-
tions which can create obstacles 
for responders. She appreciated 

the dedication of rescue person-
nel who risk their lives during 
disasters and said mock drills 
help the public understand their 
role in supporting emergency 
teams effectively.

Officials demonstrated evac-
uation techniques rescue proce-
dures and coordination between 
departments during crisis situa-
tions. Students were also made 
aware of safety protocols and 
emergency communication sys-
tems.

Senior officials including po-
lice fire service civil defence 
Red Cross and college repre-
sentatives participated in the 
programme. The drill conclud-
ed with appreciation for all par-
ticipating teams and stressed 
the importance of preparedness 
awareness and cooperation in 
handling unexpected disasters 
across the district in future situ-
ations with better coordination 
and training support overall 
system readiness improved sig-
nificantly.

MADIKERI

An Anti-Terrorism Day pledge 
ceremony was held at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office 
in Madikeri on Thursday in 
the presence of Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Sahana 
S. Hadimani. The oath was 
administered by G. Shan-
mukh, who called on every-
one to uphold peace, non-vio-
lence and harmony while re-
jecting terrorism and violence. 

He said India’s heritage is 
rooted in tolerance and urged 
citizens to work together to 
fight disruptive forces threat-
ening society and human val-
ues. 

Senior officials from vari-
ous departments including 
agriculture, health, transport, 
social welfare, education, la-

bour and municipal adminis-
tration participated in the pro-
gramme and took the oath. 

They included officers from 
agriculture, health and family 
welfare, transport, ITDP, so-
cial welfare, animal husband-
ry, horticulture, public works, 
food, industries, education, 
employment exchange, wom-
en and child development, la-
bour, KSRTC, disabled wel-
fare, fisheries, minority wel-
fare, tahsildar offices, munic-
ipal bodies and other depart-
ments across Kodagu district. 

Officials said the pledge 
aim ed to reinforce commit-

ment to national unity, encour-
age awaren ess about terror-
ism threats, and promote col-
lective responsibility among 
government employees in 
maintaining peace, social har-
mony in the region. 

Participants observed that 
such  programmes  he lp 
strengthen constitutional val-
ues and remind citizens about 
the importance of unity, 
peace, and vigilance against 
violence. They also said con-
tinued awaren ess activities in 
government offices help build 
a responsible administration 
and improve coordination 
among departments for better 
public service delivery in Ko-
dagu district going forward 
across the district with contin-
ued awareness programs reg-
ularly.

Madikeri officials take oath 
on Anti-Terrorism Day

HUNSUR

Field Education Officer Kalan-
ayaka launched an enrollment 
awareness campaign at Chikka 
Hunsur Government School in 
Hunsur city and appealed to 
parents to support government 
schools for quality education. 
Along with teachers, SDMC 
members, students and educa-
tion department staff, he partic-
ipated in a walk across nearby 
areas to encourage admissions 
for the new academic year.

Speaking to reporters, Kalan-
ayaka said the department aims 

to increase student enrollment 
by thirty percent this year. Dur 
ing the campaign, officials and 
teachers visited homes and dis-
tributed pamphlets explaining 
the benefits available in govern-
ment schools. Parents were in-
formed that students receive 
free textbooks, uniforms, shoes, 
nutritious midday meals, com-
puter education, smart classes 
and English learning opportuni-
ties.Students carrying placards 
and playing musical bands 
marched through the locality 
spreading awareness about the 
importance of education and 

enrollment in nearby govern-
ment schools. Teachers and 
SDMC members led the pro-
cession and interacted with 
families during the programme. 
BRC Hemalatha, ECO Rudrap-
pa, Kesavamurthy, Sunil Ku-
mar, BRP Anand, CRP Anil, 
senior head teachers H.K. 
Suresh and Shivanna, along 
with head teachers Mahesh 
Chilkunda, Kariappa, Dr. Sa-
hithi, Maduprasadja, Jayarame-
gowda and several teachers at-
tended the campaign pro-
gramme organized in Hunsur 
on Wednesday morning.

PAVAGADA

A team from Tumkur Univer-
sity visited the Ramakrishna 
Sevashram fodder distribution 
centre in Pavagada and re-
viewed the drought relief ac-
tivities being carried out for 
cattle affected by severe fod-
der shortage during the sum-
mer season.

Tumkur University Chancel-
lor Prof M Venkateswaralu 
appreciated the service activi-
ties led by Swami Japananda 
of Sri Ramakrishna Sevash-
ram. He praised the continu-
ous efforts being made to pro-
vide fodder and nutritious feed 
to thousands of cows suffering 
due to drought conditions in 
several districts.

The Chancellor said that 
supplying fodder and food to 
more than eight thousand cows 

every day is a remarkable ef-
fort and an example for the 
entire state. He noted that the 
service is being carried out 
without government support 
and only through the help of 
donors and well wishers.

He also recalled the human-
itarian work carried out earlier 
by Swami Japananda in disas-
ter affected areas of Wayanad 
in Kerala and parts of Andhra 
Pradesh. According to him, the 
Sevashram has consistently 
supported people and animals 
during difficult situations over 
many years. Swami Japananda 
said the fodder distribution 

programme has been running 
continuously for the last twen-
ty eight years. He explained 
that this year alone, assistance 
is being provided to thousands 
of cattle in distress across five 
districts of Karnataka. He add-
ed that farmers travelling long 
distances to collect fodder 
clearly reflects the seriousness 
of the drought situation.

Later, the university team 
visited Muttiganahatti and 
Ajjayyanagudihatti areas of 
Challakere and distributed fod-
der and nutritious feed to more 
than four hundred weak and 
sick cows.

Local cattle owners appreci-
ated the initiative and said the 
timely support from the 
Sevashram had helped save 
the lives of many cows in 
drought affected villages 
across the region successfully.

Officials promote government  
schools through enrollment campaign

MANDYA

Upalokayukta Justice B Veer-
appa expressed serious con-
cern over rising corruption in 
Karnataka and warned that the 
situation could become dan-
gerous if immediate corrective 
measures are not taken by of-
ficials and citizens. Speaking 
during a hearing and disposal 
programme for pending cases 
in Mandya and Malavalli ta-
luks at Dr B R Ambedkar Bha-
van, he said corruption had 
spread across many depart-
ments and Karnataka currently 
ranks fifth in corruption relat-
ed complaints.

Justice Veerappa said he was 
visiting Mandya district for the 
second time within one year to 
review pending administrative 
cases and public grievances. 
He stated that district authori-
ties had failed to completely 
dispose of several complaints 
and stressed that promises 
alone would not solve public 

problems. Officials must per-
form their duties honestly, re-
sponsibly and without causing 
injustice to common people, 
he added.

He reminded officers that Dr 
B R Ambedkar had given In-
dia a strong Constitution based 
on equality, justice and ac-
countability. Every citizen and 
government employee should 
follow constitutional values 
sincerely and work for public 
welfare, he said. He also point-
ed out that India ranks ninety 
first among one hundred forty 
countries in corruption levels 
and warned that corruption 
weakens development, public 
trust and administrative effi-
ciency.

Justice Veerappa further re-
vealed that authorities had 
identified one thousand two 
hundred eighty one illegal cas-
es across sixteen districts in 
Karnataka. He urged officials 
to serve people with honesty 
and warned that strict action 

would be taken against those 
misusing authority or encour-
aging corruption.

District Magistrate Dr Ku-
mar praised Justice Veerappa 
for his dedication to justice 
and public service. Senior ju-
dicial officers, police officials, 
lawyers and representatives 
from the Legal Services Au-
thority attended the pro-
gramme in Mandya.

During the meeting, he ad-
vised officers to act with com-
passion while handling public 
complaints. He said corruption 
free administration was neces-
sary for protecting democracy 
and ensuring equal opportuni-
ties for poor families. He also 
directed departments to speed 
up disposal of pending files 
and maintain transparency in 
administration. Participants 
said the programme created 
awareness about accountabili-
ty, honesty and responsible 
governance among officials 
and citizens.

MAGADI

Thippasandra–Kuduru Block 
Congress President T G Ven-
katesh performed Gudali Puja 
for the construction of a Rs 25 
lakh concrete road and drain-
age project in the premises of 
Sri Shaneshwara Temple at 
Aneshastri Palya in the taluk.

Speaking to reporters, Ven-
katesh said that development 
works worth Rs 78 crore will 
be launched next month for 
the road stretch from Thippas-
andra Hand Post to Suggana-
halli. 

He added that an Ambedkar 
Residential School will be 
constructed on 10 acres of 
land near Sanskrit University 
at a cost of Rs 6 crore. He 
also said that efforts are un-
derway to start KPSC coach-
ing schools in Thippasandra 
and Sankighatta.

Magadi MLA H C Bal-
akrishna said that special fo-
cus is being given to the over-
all development of the con-
stituency and steps are being 
taken to make Magadi a mod-
el taluk in the state. He said 
that development works are 
being implemented along 
with welfare guarantee 
schemes.

Leaders said that the Con-
gress government in the state 
is not only focused on guaran-
tee schemes but is also invest-
ing heavily in infrastructure 
development. 

They claimed that most 
promises made during elec-
tions have been implemented 
and governance has been peo-
ple friendly over the past 
three years.

Former Taluk Panchayat 
President Shivaraju said that 
Sri Shaneshwara Temple in 
Aneshastri Palya is gaining 
importance and attracting 
more devotees. He added that 
regular religious events and 
fairs are being organised in 
the temple area.

Several local leaders, tem-
ple authorities, and villagers 
participated in the ceremony 
and welcomed the road and 
drainage development works 
aimed at improving facilities 
for devotees and residents in 
the surrounding area.

Gudali Puja held for road and 
drainage works in Magadi

Tumkur University team praises 
Sevashram cow protection efforts

Justice Veerappa warns against 
rising corruption in Karnataka

HUNSUR

Former MLA H.P. Manju-
nath alleged that the Central 
Government and Election Com 
mission were systematically 
removing names of voters 
from electoral rolls in Mysuru 
district, including nearly 
23,000 voters in Hunsur taluk. 
Speaking at a meeting of Con-
gress booth-level agents at the 
party office in Hunsur, he ur 
ged workers to carefully verify 
voter documents and identify 

missing names immediately.
KPCC spokesperson M. Lax 

man claimed that Scheduled 
Castes, Muslims, and Christia 
ns were being targeted during 
the voter list revision process. 

He said Congress workers 
must remain alert and ensure 
eligible voters are not removed 
from the rolls. Laxman also 
questioned the district admin-
istration over additional docu-

ment requirements during the 
verification process and de-
manded that updated voter lists 
be released without delay. Duri 
ng the meeting, Manjunath said 
party workers should actively 
help residents complete docu-
mentation and protect their vot-
ing rights. He also criticised the 
Central Government over rising 
prices of essential commodities 
and declining tobacco prices, 
alleging that local BJP leaders 
failed to support farmers de-
spite making public promises.

KPCC spokesperson M. Laxman alleged targeting of SCs, Muslims, Christians in voter 
revision, urged vigilance and transparency process

Congress leaders raise voter deletion allegations CHITRADURGA

A National Dengue Day 
pro gram was held at Bal-
lalsam udra Primary Heal 
th Center and Gram Pan-
chayat Mini Soudha in Ho-
sadurga taluk. Medical Of-
ficer Dr Pooja gave de-
tailed information to the 
public about dengue sy 
mptoms and prevention 
measures. She said com-
muni ty participation is im-
por tan t  and  everyone 
should follow check clean 
and cover method. 

MAGADI

MLA H.C. Balakrishna’s em-
phasis on minority school de-
velopment has improved edu-
cation in Magadi, said BMR-
DA Director Chandrashekhar. 
He spoke after performing a 
puja for the construction of a 
new building on the site of a 
dilapidated government Urdu 
school in old Mohalla. The old 
school building was very weak 
and unsafe, affecting students’ 
learning. MLA Balakrishna 
immediately visited the place, 
inspected it, and approved 
funds for a new well-equipped 

building. Work on the new 
school started today with sup-
port from local leaders and offi-
cials. He said the building will 
be completed within the sched-
uled time. Residents said they 
faced problems like water, 
drainage, roads, and streetlights 
in the ward. These issues were 
gradually resolved after inter-
vention by the MLA, improv-
ing living conditions. The new 
school will provide a safe and 
better learning environment for 
minority students. Local resi-
dents thanked the MLA and 
officials for supporting educa-
tion development in the area. 

Dr Pooja leads 
national dengue 

awareness campaign

MLA Balakrishna boosts minority 
school development in Magadi

Udupi invites applications for small business subsidy
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Father, kin held in 
‘honour’ killing of 

16-yr-old girl

Pulwama  
plotter Hamza Burhan 

shot dead 

Lucknow
In a horrifying suspected 
honour killing case, the 

Government Railway Po-
lice (GRP) have arrested 
three people, including 

the father of a 16-year-old 
girl, whose mutilated 

body was found stuffed 
inside a box in the S1 

coach of the 
Chhapra-Gomti Nagar 

Express at Gomti Nagar 
Railway Station in Luc-

know. The accused have 
been identified as the vic-
tim’s father Viggan Ansari 
(44), her aunt Noorjahan 
(55), and her uncle Mo-

jibulla Ansari (65). All 
three were arrested from 

Kushinagar district fol-
lowing an extensive inves-
tigation by the police. The 
gruesome incident came 
to light on May 17 when 
railway staff noticed an 
unclaimed box lying un-

derneath a seat inside the 
sleeper coach of the train 
stationed at Gomti Nagar 

Railway Station.

New Delhi
Hamza Burhan, one of the 

key planners behind the 
Pulwama attack, was 

killed by unknown gun-
men in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). The inci-

dent took place at Muzaf-
farabad in PoK, and Bur-
han is said to have been 
shot multiple times. He 
was attacked and killed 
by unknown assailants 
and is said to have died 

instantly due to multiple 
gunshots. While designat-

ing him as a terrorist in 
2022, the Indian govern-
ment had said, Arjumand 
Gulzar Dar alias Hamza 

Burhan alias Doctor, aged 
23 years, is a resident of 
Kharbatpora, Ratnipora, 

Pulwama, and one of the 
associate members of Al 

Badr, a terrorist outfit 
designated under the 

UAPA. Hamza, also 
known as Doctor, was 

born in the Ratnipora area 
of Pulwama in Jammu 

and Kashmir. He had left 
for Pakistan in 2017, stat-
ing that he was pursuing 

his higher studies. 

Kerala Assembly Celebrates New MLAs’ Oath
The Assembly witnessed an unusual and vibrant atmosphere on Thursday as 139 newly -lected lawmakers of 

the 16th Assembly took oath amid scenes rarely seen in the state’s political history
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The oath-taking ceremony 
created what many described 
as a true festival of democra-
cy, with the Assembly prem-
ises shedding its usual image 
of exclusivity and political 
formality. 

Unlike routine Assembly 
sessions that involve heavy 
security arrangements and 
tightly controlled entry proce-
dures, Thursday’s event was 
marked by openness and ac-
cessibility.

Visitors entered the Assem-
bly complex without facing 
long security checks, aggres-

sive frisking, or repeated de-
mands for entry passes. The 
relaxed atmosphere gave the 
venue the feel of a public cel-
ebration rather than a strictly 
constitutional event. The only 
area that remained restricted 
was the direct entrance lead-
ing to the Assembly floor 
where the lawmakers formal-
ly took oath.

Across the corridors, there 
was an air of excitement and 
political enthusiasm. Party 
workers, supporters, journal-
ists, and curious citizens gath-
ered in large numbers, engag-
ing in lively discussions, tak-
ing selfies, greeting political 

leaders, and observing the 
changing political landscape 
of the state. The usually quiet 
and disciplined Assembly cor-
ridors were instead filled with 
noise, movement, and cele-
bration.

Even the Assembly coffee 

shop, which is traditionally 
reserved for legislators and 
accredited journalists, was 
opened to everyone attending 
the event. The canteen quick-
ly became one of the busiest 
areas in the complex as 
crowds gathered for tea, 

snacks, and political conver-
sations.

It’s bumper business today, 
a smiling canteen employee 
said while trying to manage 
the unusually large crowd. 
Visitors spent hours discuss-
ing election results, cabinet 
possibilities, and the future 
direction of Kerala politics.

The changing political 
equations inside the Assembly 
were also reflected in the 
mood of political leaders pres-
ent at the venue. State BJP 
General Secretary S. Suresh 
appeared optimistic and 
cheerful as his party secured 
representation in the Assem-

bly with three legislators.
Now we will be seen here 

more often, Suresh remarked 
confidently while interacting 
with journalists and support-
ers. He added that the BJP 
intended to play a stronger 
role in Assembly debates and 
political discussions in the 
coming years.

Another notable presence at 
the Assembly complex was 
former minister K. P. Mohan-
an, who was seen carrying a 
press pass for the newspaper 
he owns. Mohanan, who had 
served in the outgoing Assem-
bly, said he had stepped away 
from electoral politics and 

returned to journalism.
I have now returned to my 

profession, he said with a 
smile, explaining that he had 
decided not to contest the 
election and had instead 
passed the opportunity to his 
nephew, who successfully 
won the seat.

As the swearing-in ceremo-
ny continued throughout the 
day, the Kerala Assembly pre-
sented a rare picture of poli-
tics without barriers, where 
elected representatives and 
ordinary citizens shared the 
same space in an atmosphere 
of openness and democratic 
celebration.

Bengal govt launches 
crackdown on illegal migrants 
NEW DELHI

The decision by the govern-
ment led by Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee has trig-
gered fresh discussions 
among security planners and 
intelligence officials regard-
ing the growing challenges 
posed by illegal immigration 
in several parts of the country.

Senior officials said the 
state’s Director General of 
Police and Chief Secretary 
have been instructed to ensure 
strict implementation of the 
new protocol.

According to officials, ille-
gal immigration has remained 
one of the most sensitive is-
sues affecting West Bengal 
for decades. Security agencies 
claim that the problem began 
intensifying during the 1970s 
and later expanded beyond 
West Bengal into northeastern 
states, especially Assam. 

Officials now warn that the 
issue has spread to several 
other regions of India, includ-
ing Bihar and parts of South 
India.

Security officials allege that 
illegal immigration networks 
gradually evolved into organ-
ised systems linked to crimi-

nal activities such as fake 
currency circulation, narcotics 
trafficking, and cattle smug-
gling. In certain border dis-
tricts of West Bengal and As-
sam, authorities claim that 
criminal syndicates associated 
with illegal migration have 
become deeply entrenched 
over the years.

An Intelligence Bureau of-
ficial stated that illegal immi-
grants were often provided 
with forged identity docu-
ments, including voter identi-
fication cards and Aadhaar 
cards, through organised net-

works operated by touts and 
middlemen. Officials allege 
that these documents enabled 
migrants to settle in different 
parts of the country and 
sometimes become part of po-
litical vote-bank strategies.

According to security offi-
cials, tackling the issue re-
quires both internal enforce-
ment and stronger border in-
frastructure. 

The newly announced de-
tect, detain and deport frame-
work is being viewed as the 
first phase of a broader strat-
egy to identify undocument-
ed migrants and prevent fur-
ther illegal crossings into 
India.

A major focus has also 
been placed on strengthening 
fencing along the India-Ban-
gladesh border. India and 
Bangladesh share a border 
stretching approximately 
2,200 kilometres, of which 
around 1,600 kilometres has 
already been fenced, accord-
ing to officials.

Authorities have now an-
nounced the immediate trans-
fer of 75 acres of land cover-
ing nearly 27 kilometres of 
border areas to accelerate 
construction work. 

Illegal immigration has 
remained one of  the 

most sensitive issues 
affecting West Bengal 

for decades’

Tejashwi blasts Bihar govt over 
police action on TRE-4 protesters
PATNA

Bihar Leader of the Opposi-
tion Tejashwi Yadav on 
Thursday launched a strong 
attack on the NDA govern-
ment led by Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary over po-
lice action against candidates 
protesting for the release of 
vacancies under the TRE-4 
teacher recruitment process. 

In a post shared on social 
media, Tejashwi Yadav ques-
tioned the government’s han-
dling of demonstrations by 
teacher recruitment aspirants, 
saying students and unem-
ployed youth were only de-
manding that the government 
fulfil its promises regarding 
employment and conduct the 
TRE-4 examination.

The former Deputy Chief 
Minister said it was unfair to 
treat job seekers like crimi-
nals for raising concerns over 
delayed recruitment and re-
peated paper leak incidents in 
examinations. He criticised 
the use of police force against 
protesting candidates and al-
leged that lathi-charges on 
students had become a repeat-
ed pattern under the current 
administration.

How can demanding TRE-4 

recruitment become a crime? 
How can protesting against 
paper leaks be considered an 
offense? Yadav asked while 
attacking the government’s 
approach toward the issue.

He further stated that if the 
state government truly wanted 
to use police machinery effec-
tively, it should focus on con-
trolling crime and corruption 
rather than targeting unem-
ployed youth demanding jobs. 
According to him, the govern-
ment appeared more interest-
ed in suppressing protests 
than addressing the concerns 
of candidates waiting for re-
cruitment opportunities.

Tejashwi Yadav also al-
leged that the NDA govern-
ment had no serious intention 
of moving forward with the 
TRE-4 recruitment process. 
He claimed that despite re-

peated demands from students 
and aspirants, the government 
had failed to issue an official 
notification for the recruit-
ment drive.

Referring to the earlier Ma-
hagathbandhan government in 
Bihar, Yadav said that during 
its 17-month tenure, over 
200,000 teachers were recruit-
ed successfully through the 
TRE-1 and TRE-2 processes 
without any incidents of ques-
tion paper leaks. He added that 
the previous government had 
also initiated recruitment for 
another 130,000 teaching posts 
before political developments 
changed the state government.

The RJD leader pointed out 
that Bihar had witnessed sev-
eral political changes in re-
cent months, including re-
shuffles involving the chief 
minister, deputy chief minis-
ters, and cabinet ministers, yet 
no progress had been made 
regarding TRE-4 recruitment.

Yadav also criticised minis-
ters in the current govern-
ment, accusing them of focus-
ing more on publicity cam-
paigns and creating social 
media content rather than 
solving the problems faced by 
unemployed youth across the 
state.

HYDERABAD

The Telangana government 
has decided to enhance mini-
mum wages for workers 
across the state. 

Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy said on Thursday that 
the decision has been taken 
on the recommendation of a 
Cabinet Sub-Committee head-
ed by Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka.

For the unskilled category 
of workers, the government 
has increased the minimum 
wages from Rs 12,750 to Rs 
16,000. For the semi-skilled 

category, the minimum wages 
have been revised from Rs 
13,152 to Rs 17,000.

The Chief Minister told the 
media that for the skilled 
workers, the minimum wages 
have been increased from Rs 
13,772 to Rs 18,500, while 
for the highly skilled catego-
ry, the government has decid-
ed to raise the wages from Rs 
14,607 to Rs 20,000.

This decision by the state 
government will come into 
effect starting June 1 and ben-
efit 1.11 crore workers, he 
said while congratulating 
them.

He alleged that due to the 
negligence of the previous 
government, the workers suf-
fered losses.

CM Revanth Reddy said 
the government has created 
three geographical zones. We 
have determined the mini-
mum wage structure by desig-
nating Municipal Corpora-

tions as Zone 1, Municipali-
ties as Zone 2, and Rural Ar-
eas as Zone 3, he said.

The Chief Minister claimed 
that for the first time since the 
formation of the state, a deci-
sion has been taken specifical-
ly for the welfare of workers. 
The previous government ne-
glected its responsibilities in 
this regard, he said. He stated 
that the Congress government 
acted responsibly and took a 
decision that serves the best 
interests of the workers.

Revanth Reddy advised the 
youth to come out of the 
mindset that focuses solely on 

careers in Information Tech-
nology or migrating to the 
United States.

Education that fails to yield 
jobs or provide employment 
opportunities is futile. Pos-
sessing technical skills opens 
up a multitude of opportuni-
ties in various other countries, 
such as Germany, Japan, and 
Singapore, he said.

That is precisely why the 
state government has estab-
lished Skills University to en-
courage and empower the 
youth. The youth should di-
rect their focus and efforts in 
this direction, he added.

Rajasthan CM visits tribal village, 
reviews development needs

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Bhajanlal Sharma on Thurs-
day visited the remote tribal 
village of Chuda in Banswara 
district as part of the state gov-
ernment’s  Gram Vikas 
Chaupal initiative.

After conducting a night 
Chaupal in the village, the 
Chief Minister returned again 
early Thursday morning and 
walked through village lanes 
to interact personally with lo-
cal residents. The visit was 
aimed at understanding public 
concerns firsthand and evalu-
ating the implementation of 
development schemes at the 
grassroots level.

Speaking to villagers during 
the interaction, Bhajanlal 
Sharma said the state govern-
ment was working in line with 
the vision of Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay’s concept of Antyo-
daya, which focuses on ensur-
ing that the benefits of gover-
nance and welfare schemes 
reach the poorest and most 

marginalised sections of soci-
ety.

The government’s first pri-
ority is development reaching 
the last mile, Sharma said 
while addressing residents. He 
added that the Gram Vikas 
Chaupal programme had be-
come an effective platform for 
resolving local issues through 
direct dialogue between citi-
zens and the administration.

The Chief Minister later 
held a Chaupal meeting under 
a peepal tree where villagers 
highlighted concerns related to 
drinking water, irrigation facil-
ities, infrastructure develop-
ment, and other civic needs. 
Responding immediately to 
the demands, Sharma instruct-
ed the district administration 
to construct an anicut on the 
Hiran River to improve irriga-
tion and strengthen water 
availability for both agricul-
ture and drinking purposes in 
the region.

During the visit, the Chief 
Minister also stopped at a Maa 
Bari Centre, where he interact-

ed warmly with children and 
distributed chocolates among 
them. He encouraged students 
to continue their education and 
urged villagers to ensure that 
young people stay away from 
drug addiction and other harm-
ful activities.

The visit also witnessed ad-
ministrative action on allega-
tions of financial irregularities. 
Employees reportedly com-
plained to the Chief Minister 
regarding alleged financial 
misconduct involving Kushal-
garh Block Chief Medical Of-
ficer Dr Girish Bhabhor. Tak-
ing serious note of the matter, 
Sharma directed officials to 
initiate immediate action. Fol-
lowing his instructions, the 
Medical Department placed Dr 
Bhabhor on Awaiting Posting 
Order status pending further 
proceedings.

Addressing farmers during 
the programme, the Chief 
Minister stressed the impor-
tance of water conservation 
and sustainable agricultural 
practices. 

AI Delhi-B’luru flight 
suffers tail strike 

while landing
NEW DELHI

An Air India flight from Del-
hi to Bengaluru suffered a 
tail strike while landing at 
Bengaluru International Air-
port, the airline said on 
Thursday. The Air India 
flight AI2651, with 179 peo-
ple on board, was grounded 
after it experienced a tail 
strike during landing at the 
Bengaluru airport. 

The airline said the aircraft 
landed safely and all passen-
gers and crew members dis-
embarked normally. Follow-
ing the incident, the aircraft 
has been grounded for a de-
tailed inspection.

 Air India added that the 
matter will be investigated in 
line with established proce-
dures. Due to the grounding 
of the aircraft, the return 
flight AI2652 from Bengaluru 
to Delhi was cancelled. The 
airline said alternative ar-
rangements are being made to 
accommodate affected pas-
sengers at the earliest.

Vande Mataram row returns in 
TN as DMK targets Vijay govt

CHENNAI

A fresh political controversy 
that erupted in Tamil Nadu on 
Thursday after the recitation 
of songs during the swear-
ing-in ceremony of 23 newly 
inducted ministers in Chief 
Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s 
Cabinet reignited the debate 
over the place of Vande 
Mataram and the Tamil invo-
cation song (Tamil Thai 
Vazhthu) at official state 
events.

The issue resurfaced after 
Vande Mataram was played 
before the Tamil invocation 
during the oath-taking cere-
mony, drawing criticism from 
the opposition DMK, which 
accused the government of 
undermining Tamil traditions 
and adopting what it de-
scribed as BJP-style politics 
in the state.

In a strongly worded post 
on social media platform X, 
the DMK IT wing questioned 
the Vijay government for de-
parting from Tamil Nadu’s 
long-standing convention of 
beginning official functions 
with Tamil Thai Vazhthu and 
concluding them with the na-
tional anthem.

The party recalled earlier 
assurances that the previous 
protocol would be restored 
and accused the government 
of failing to uphold that com-

mitment.
Do not attempt to practise 

BJP politics in Tamil Nadu, 
the post said, alleging that 
Tamil traditions were being 
sidelined.

DMK spokesperson T.K.S. 
Elangovan alleged that the 
state government lacked con-
trol over the situation and 
suggested that the administra-
tion was functioning under 
pressure from Governor Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arlekar.

They have no control. They 
are under pressure from the 
Governor, who is a BJP man. 
They are disrespecting Tamil 
and established practices in 
Tamil Nadu, Elangovan said.

Senior DMK leader R.S. 
Bharathi also criticised the 
move, claiming the govern-
ment was disregarding Tamil 
identity and traditions.

Referring to the state’s 
long-standing resistance to 
Hindi imposition and the an-
ti-Hindi agitations that shaped 
Tamil Nadu politics, Bharathi 
said the state had consistently 
protected its linguistic identi-
ty for decades.

The controversy is similar 
to the one that surfaced 
during Vijay’s own swear-
ing-in ceremony on May 10, 
when Tamil Thai Vazhthu was 
played after Vande Mataram 
and the national anthem.
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi

No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-1/TENDER/2026-27/1000           DATE: 20/05/2026

E-Tender Notification
Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has 

invited item wise e-Tenders from Eligible registered 
contractors for the works coming under the jurisdiction of 
Chikodi PWD Division 34 works under head of account 4059-
Construction of Department buildings. Amount put to tender 
is minimum of Rs. 14.40 and maximum of Rs. 57.60 Lakhs.

Calendar of events: 1)Last date for queries & clarifications : 
06-05-2026 up to 5.30 PM, 2)Last Date of Receipt of Bids : 08-
05-2026 up to 5.00 PM,3)Date of opening of Technical bids 
(Two Cover System): 10-06-2026 at 4.30 PM, 4)Date of 
opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval 
of Technical bids”,5)If no bid received auto extension will be 
done by e-proc itself for 2 days.

For more information & forms of tender can be 
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in & departmental 
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected 
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division 
Chikkodi during working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-288/KSMCA/2026-27

MNG - 392     11 x 2

¸À»/-  ªÀÄÄRå PÁAiÀÄð¤ªÀðºÀuÁ¢üPÁjUÀ¼ÀÄ,
f¯Áè ¥ÀAZÁAiÀÄvÀ, GvÀÛgÀ PÀ£ÀßqÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ.

f¯Áè ¥ÀAZÁAiÀÄvÀ PÁAiÀiÁð®AiÀÄ, 
¦.JA. ¥ÉÆÃµÀuï, GvÀÛgÀ PÀ£ÀßqÀ, PÁgÀªÁgÀ

mÉAqÀgÀ ¥ÀæPÀluÉ
¦.JA.¥ÉÆÃµÀuï(ªÀÄ.G.AiÉÆÃ) PÁAiÀiðPÀæªÀÄzÀrAiÀÄ°è 2026-27 £ÉÃ ¸Á°UÉ 
GvÀÛgÀPÀ£ÀßqÀ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ PÁgÀªÁgÀ, CAPÉÆÃ¯Á, PÀÄªÀÄmÁ, ºÉÆ£ÁßªÀgÀ, ºÀ½AiÀiÁ¼À, 
AiÀÄ¯Áè¥ÀÄgÀ, ¹¹ð, ¹zÁÝ¥ÀÄgÀ, ¨sÀlÌ¼À, eÉÆAiÀiÁØ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀÄÄAqÀUÉÆÃqÀ »ÃUÉ 11 
vÁ®ÆèPÀÄUÀ¼À°è DAiÀiÁ vÁ®ÆQ£À ̧ ÀUÀlÄ ªÀÄ½UÉ PÉÃAzÀæUÀ½AzÀ vÁ®ÆQ£À ̧ ÀgÀPÁj 
ªÀÄvÀÄÛ C£ÀÄzÁ¤vÀ ¥ÁæxÀ«ÄPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¥ËæqsÀ±Á¯ÉUÀ¼À CqÀÄUÉ PÉÃAzÀæUÀ½UÉ DºÁgÀ 
¥ÀzÁxÀðUÀ¼ÁzÀ CQÌ, vÉÆUÀj¨ÉÃ¼É, ¥ÁªÉÄJuÉÚ ºÁUÀÆ G¥ÀÄàUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¸ÁUÁtÂPÉ 
ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀ ̧ ÀA§AzsÀ CºÀð mÉAqÀgÀzÁgÀjAzÀ PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ̧ ÀAUÀæºÀuÉUÀ¼À 

¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï «¼Á¸À: (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) ªÀÄÆ®PÀ Cfð 
DºÁé¤¹zÀÄÝ mÉAqÀgÀ zÀ¸ÁÛªÉÃd£ÀÄß 24-06-2026 gÀ ¸ÁAiÀiÁAPÁ® 5:30 
UÀAmÉAiÉÆ¼ÀUÉ C¥À¯ÉÆÃqï ªÀiÁqÀ®Ä CªÀPÁ±À«gÀÄvÀÛzÉ.

(1) PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ ¸ÀAUÀæºÀuÉUÀ¼À ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ mÉAqÀgï 
CfðUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ̧ À°è¸ÀÄªÀ PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ̧ ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 25-05-2026 
jAzÀ 24-06-2026 ¸ÁAiÀÄAPÁ® 5:30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄªÀgÉUÉ (2) E-mÉAqÀgïUÉ 
¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁzÀ MlÆÖ ªÉÆvÀÛ: gÀÆ.80 ®PÀë (3) mÉAqÀgÀ ¥ÀÇªÀð¨sÁ« ©qï 
¸À¨sÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 19-06-2026 ¥ÀÇªÁðºÀß 11.00 UÀAmÉUÉ (4) vÁAwæPÀ ©qï 
vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: ¢£ÁAPÀ 29-06-2026 ¥ÀÇªÁðºÀß 
11.00 UÀAmÉUÉ (5) DyðPÀ ©qï vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
03-07-2026 ¥ÀÇªÁðºÀß 11.00 UÀAmÉUÉ

D¸ÀQÛAiÀÄÄ¼Àî CºÀð UÀÄwÛUÉzÁgÀgÀÄ mÉAqÀgïUÉ CfðUÀ¼À£ÀÄß PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ 

¸ÀAUÀæºÀuÉUÀ¼À ¥ÉÇÃlð¯ï «¼Á¸À: (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) 
¸ÀºÁAiÀÄªÁtÂ PÉÃAzÀæ: +91-8046010000 +91-8068948777 ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ 
¸À°è¸ÀvÀPÀÌzÀÄÝ.

£ÀA.CzÁ/D.¸ÁUÁtÂPÉ.mÉAqÀgï/¥ÀwæPÁ ¥ÀæPÀluÉ/2026-27       ¢£ÁAPÀ: 16/05/2026    

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/149/26-27 Dt.21.05.2026dvg - 214  Siz :12x2

SHORTTERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

DIPR/CTA/KSMCA/
111/2026-27

Tenders are invited from registered Contractors in KPWD for
the following work through KPPP Portal as per standard tender
documents rules.
Name of work  Two cover System:- Head of Account 5054-03-
337-0-17-154 SH Improvements :- (1) Widening of Rampura By-
pass Road (Old National Highway 150(A)) in Rampura Village
limit Which is Handed Over to Public Work Departement in
Molakalmuru Constituency, Molakalmuru Taluk (Working ch km
293.480 to 294.100) (W.I.35139)/call-2
Estimate Cost Rs. in Lakhs:-200.00
Head of Account 3054-04-337-1-10-200 MDR Maintenance:-
(2) IMPROVEMENTS AND ASPHALTING OF ROAD FROM KALKERE
CONNECTING MALLENAHALLI CROSS VIA BALLALASAMUDRA,
ALAGHATTA,MALLENAHALLI LINK FROM ALAGHATTA CONNECTING
VADDARAHATTI CH 0.00 TO 2.55 KM (KADUR TALUK BORDER) IN
HOSADURGA TALUK (W.I. 34940)/call-5
Estimate Cost Rs. in Lakhs:-120.00
Tender dates are as mentioned below:  Late Date & time for
Tender Queries/ Clarifications 27-05-2026 Time: 17.30
Last Date & time for receipt of tenders 29-05-2026 Time: 16.00
Date & time for opening of Technical Bid 30-05-2026 Time: 16.15
Date & time for opening of Financial Bid 01-06-2026 Time: 11.00
Further details can be obtained from this office and H.P. Com-
pany helpline Numbers 91 9240214000 and 91 9240214001.

No.EE:PWD:CTA:AE-1,2:Tender-09:2026-27 Dated:- 20.05.2026

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
DIVISION, CHITRADURGA

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD, Chitradurga.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Tripura CM asks cops to focus on 
cybercrime, crimes against women
Saha stressed that policing methods must evolve with changing times and increasing technological threats

AGARTHALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik 
Saha on Thursday urged the 
state police force to strength-
en efforts against cybercrime 
and crimes targeting women 
and children while emphasis-
ing the importance of technol-
ogy-driven and people-friend-
ly policing.

Speaking at the ceremony 
held at the KTD Singh Police 
Training Academy in Nars-
ingarh on the outskirts of 
Agartala, the Chief Minister 
said police personnel must 
perform their duties with 
honesty, dedication, sincerity, 
and compassion toward the 
public.

The passing-out parade 
marked the completion of 
training for the 91st and 92nd 
batches of recruit constables, 

comprising 476 personnel, in-
cluding 318 women consta-
bles. Manik Saha, who also 
holds the Home portfolio in 
the state government, said the 
recruits underwent nearly 11 
months of rigorous training in 
various aspects of policing 
and public safety.

According to the Chief Min-
ister, the recruits received spe-
cialised instruction in traffic 
management, crowd control, 
disaster response, handling 
mob violence, controlling ille-
gal activities, and maintaining 
law and order in difficult situ-
ations. He noted that the train-
ing programme was designed 
to prepare police personnel for 
both traditional policing re-
sponsibilities and modern se-
curity challenges.

Saha stressed that policing 
methods must evolve with 

changing times and increasing 
technological threats. He ob-
served that modern law en-
forcement agencies cannot 
function effectively without 
advanced technology and dig-
ital capabilities. Referring 
specifically to cybercrime, the 
Chief Minister said police of-
ficers must continuously 
adapt to new forms of crimi-
nal activity emerging in the 
digital space.

He further stated that pro-
tecting women and children 
would remain one of the high-
est priorities for both the gov-
ernment and the police ad-
ministration. According to 
him, law enforcement agen-
cies must respond sensitively 
and effectively to crimes in-
volving vulnerable groups 
while maintaining public con-
fidence in the justice system.

The Chief Minister also re-
iterated the state govern-
ment’s commitment to mod-
ernising the Tripura Police 
force. He assured officials and 
recruits that the government 
would continue to provide all 
necessa ry  suppor t  fo r 
strengthening police infra-
structure, improving training 
standards, and enhancing op-
erational capabilities.

During the event, Saha an-

nounced that the recruitment 
process for 218 Sub-Inspec-
tors in the Tripura Police 
would begin shortly. In addi-
tion, he said the government 
had already approved the re-
cruitment of 916 more police 
constables and that the pro-
cess for these appointments 
would commence soon.

Referring to previous re-
cruitment efforts, the Chief 
Minister recalled that appoint-
ment letters for 975 constable 
posts had been distributed to 
youths on May 13 last year. 
Of those recruits, 476 have 
now successfully completed 
their training at the academy.

The ceremony concluded 
with the newly trained consta-
bles taking part in the formal 
passing-out parade, marking 
the beginning of their service 
in the Tripura Police force.

Reddy demands special 
Parliament session on 
women’s reservation

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy on Thursday 
urged the Central government 
to convene an immediate spe-
cial session of Parliament to 
implement 33% reservation for 
women in legislative bodies.

Paying tribute to Rajiv 
Gandhi, Revanth Reddy de-
scribed the former Prime 
Minister as a visionary leader 
who played a major role in 
modernising India and em-
powering women politically. 
He said Rajiv Gandhi had laid 
the foundation for women’s 
participation in governance 
by introducing reservation for 
women in local bodies, which 
transformed grassroots poli-
tics across the country.

The Chief Minister criti-
cised the Union government 
for linking the implementa-
tion of women’s reservation 
in Parliament and state legis-
latures to the delimitation of 
constituencies. According to 
him, this linkage was creating 
unnecessary hurdles in imple-
menting the long-pending de-
mand for greater representa-
tion of women in legislative 
institutions.

Revanth Reddy said the is-
sue of women’s reservation 
should not be politicised and 
urged the Centre to move for-
ward with immediate imple-
mentation. He maintained that 
women’s political empower-

ment  was  essent ia l  for 
strengthening democracy and 
ensuring balanced representa-
tion in decision-making bodies.

“The INDIA bloc is ready 
to support the women’s reser-
vation bill in Parliament,” the 
Chief Minister said, while de-
manding that the Centre con-
vene a special session without 
delay to address the matter.

Recalling Rajiv Gandhi’s 
contributions to the nation, 
Revanth Reddy said the for-
mer Prime Minister intro-
duced information technology 
to India and played a crucial 
role in placing the country on 
the global technological map. 
He credited Rajiv Gandhi 
with initiating reforms and 
liberalised policies that 
helped accelerate India’s de-
velopment and modernisation.

“It was Rajiv Gandhi who 
ushered in the era of technol-
ogy in the country and steered 
India onto the path of devel-
opment,” he said during the 
commemorative event.

The Telangana Chief Min-
ister also stated that the 
Congress government in the 
state was working according 
to the ideals and vision of 
Rajiv Gandhi, particularly in 
areas related to women’s 
welfare and empowerment. 
He claimed that the “Peo-
ple’s Government” in Telan-
gana was committed to in-
clusive development and 
social justice. 

‘Centre committed to strengthening childhood cancer care, survival’
NEW DELHI

Speaking at the workshop, L. 
Swasticharan, Deputy Direc-
tor General of the Directorate 
General of Health Services 
under the Union Health Min-
istry, said the government 
aims to “break the barrier” in 
childhood cancer treatment so 
that all affected children re-
ceive timely diagnosis, proper 
medical care, and adequate 
financial support.

Swasticharan described 
childhood cancer as a major 
priority area within healthcare 
programmes and referred to it 
as a “low hanging fruit” in 
terms of improving patient 
survival through focused gov-

ernment intervention. Accord-
ing to him, the existing 
Non-Communicable Diseases 
programme already includes a 
cancer component, which can 
be further strengthened to ad-
dress childhood cancers more 
effectively.

“The priority is that a child-
hood cancer patient should be 
detected early and ensuring 
financial support and medical 
care,” he said while address-
ing healthcare professionals, 
policymakers, and representa-
tives from international or-
ganisations.

He also highlighted the im-
portance of learning from suc-
cessful healthcare models 
developed in states such as 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Ac-
cording to Swasticharan, 
these states have effectively 
involved self-help groups and 
developed financial support 
mechanisms linked to the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana to improve access to 
healthcare services.

The senior official further 
stressed that healthcare sup-
port for cancer patients should 
continue even after successful 
treatment. He said survivor-
ship care, rehabilitation, and 
community support systems 
must become an integral part 
of the healthcare response to 
childhood cancer.

“All our heroic acts of cur-
ing a patient should continue 

and not end with survival,” he 
said, emphasising the need for 
long-term support systems in-
volving communities and 
multiple stakeholders.

Swasticharan also under-
lined the importance of early 
detection and maintaining ac-
curate data related to child-
hood cancer cases. He said 
discussions are ongoing with 
the Indian Council of Medical 
Research regarding the cre-
ation of a national registry 
and the possibility of declar-
ing childhood cancer a notifi-
able disease.

“The aim is not to miss any 
patient,” he said while ex-
plaining the need for system-
atic data collection and re-

porting.
During the workshop, Bish-

nu Giri, Technical Officer for 
Cancer Control at the World 
Health Organization, said in-
vestment in childhood cancer 
treatment should be viewed as 
socially and economically 
beneficial rather than expen-
sive.

According to him, studies 
show that every dollar spent 
on childhood cancer care can 
generate multiple times the 
value in long-term economic 
and social gains, particularly 
in developing countries. He 
also called for sustainable fi-
nancing models and flexible 
funding systems to strengthen 
cancer care infrastructure.

Railways expands 
use of AI, drones to 
strengthen security

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Thursday 
said that Indian Railways is intensifying the use of 
advanced technologies such as artificial intelli-
gence, drones, and CCTV surveillance systems.

The meeting was attended by senior Railway 
Ministry officials along with field officers from 
different parts of the country. Discussions focused 
on enhancing security mechanisms across the rail-
way system and improving coordination between 
various agencies responsible for maintaining safe-
ty on railway premises.

According to the minister, Indian Railways is 
implementing technology-driven security measures 
in mission mode, while simultaneously strength-
ening intelligence gathering at the grassroots level 
through the Railway Protection Force. He said the 
use of modern surveillance and monitoring sys-
tems would help authorities detect suspicious ac-
tivities more efficiently and respond more quickly 
to security threats.

One of the major areas of discussion during the 
meeting was the need to improve coordination be-
tween the Railway Protection Force and the Gov-
ernment Railway Police. Officials stressed the 
importance of better information-sharing systems 
to ensure effective monitoring and rapid response 
across railway zones.

During the review, officials noted that prelimi-
nary investigations into several recent incidents, 
including some fire-related cases, had indicated the 
possible involvement of anti-social elements. In-
dian Railways has taken these incidents seriously, 
and the Railway Protection Force is currently con-
ducting detailed investigations into the matter.

An official statement released after the meeting 
said that in several instances, timely intervention 
and proactive measures taken by railway authori-
ties had helped prevent potentially serious situa-
tions from escalating further.

The ministry also discussed ways to encourage 
greater public participation in maintaining securi-
ty across railway premises. Officials said passen-
gers can play an important role in identifying sus-
picious behaviour or activities during travel and 
while waiting at stations.

Passengers were urged to remain alert and im-
mediately report any suspicious person, unattend-
ed object, or unusual activity through the Railway 
helpline number 139. Authorities believe that in-
creased public vigilance, combined with modern 
technology and intelligence systems, can signifi-
cantly improve railway security.

The meeting further emphasised the expansion 
of CCTV surveillance across railway stations and 
railway property throughout the country. Officials 
also discussed upgrading the technical specifica-
tions of cameras to improve monitoring quality 
and enhance real-time analysis capabilities. A ma-
jor focus was placed on strengthening cyber secu-
rity systems within Indian Railways, especially as 
the organisation increasingly relies on digital in-
frastructure and technology-based operations. 
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My client, ,Ranjitha  K M w/o 
Mahendra a resident of Kalamma 
Koppalu village, Saligrama Hobli, 
Saligrama Taluk, Mysore District, 

owns property in Kalamma 
Koppalu village, Saligrama 

Hobli, Saligrama Taluk, Mysore 
District under Property No. 

152200300125400257.
The Original Registered Partition 
Deed of the said property, which 

was registered in the office of 
the Sub-Registrar on 02-08-2024 

under Deed Number MIR-1-
01537/2024-25 (Book 1, Volume 
No. 259/354/232/232), has been 
lost at the Saligrama Bus Stand.

Therefore, if anyone finds the 
aforementioned original partition deed, 

they are requested to return it to:
Sri Veeresh Rao Bobade

Advocate & Notary,
No. 1, Shivashankar Complex,

Gokula Road, Hunsur.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform to General public that 
my client Smt.Usharani W/o Baskaran, 
Residing at D K Halli Plantation Vilage, 
Doddurukarapanahalli Gramapanchayth, 
Bangarapete  Taluk, Kolar    District,  I am 
the  Owner  of the Below said Proper-
ty,while Sale Deed  for taken Certified   
copy ,have lost following Documents of 
property pertating to below Mentioned 
property Situated at  Residing at D K 
Halli Plantation Village, Doddurukarap-
anahalli Gramapanchayth, Bangarapete  
Taluk, Kolar    District, had published 
the factum of lost of her  Original Regd 
Sale Deed, Executed by The Beml Em-
polyes Housing Co-opeartive Society 
Limited, in favour of Sri, M.R.Vasudevan 
s/o Late, Ramannair , In regd as Book 
No.1,Volume No.1947, Pages 243 on-
wards, In regd before of the SRO Bang-
arapete ,in Respect of Property  Bearing 
Katha Property No,456/B171,measuring 
East to west 30 feets, North to South 
45 Feets, Situated at D K Halli Plan-
tation Vilage, Doddurukarapanahalli 
Gramapanchayth, Bangarapete  Taluk, 
Kolar    District,and Regd Sale Deed, Ex-
ecuted by Sri, M.R.Vasudevan s/o Late, 
Ramannair , in favour of Sri.Umesh T S/o 
Late.Thuruvengadam, In regd as Book 
No.1,Volume No.BPT-1-00472/2024-
25,In regd before of the SRO Bangar-
apete ,in Respect of Property  Bearing 
E-Swathu  Form No.9 and 11A,E-Swathu 
No.151900204200200567,Property 
No,456/B171,In measuring East to west 
9.144 Meters,North to South 13.716 
Meters,Totally measuring 125.410000 
Sq Meters, Building Area 105.350000 
Sq Meters ,Situated at D K Halli Plan-
tation Vilage, Doddurukarapanahalli 
Gramapanchayth, Bangarapete  Taluk, 
Kolar    District,police complaint have 
been filed with regards to loss of the 
above said Document vide complaint in 
NCR NO. Lost Report no.2215324/2026, 
DATED;-21-05-2026, and complaint dat-
ed;-21-05-2026, by respective person,if 
anybody finds these Document please 
inform within 7 Days in Below  men-
tioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani.
Date;-21-05-2026     K.S.HARISH KUMAR  

                                       ADVOCATE
              Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           

ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

This is to inform to General public that my 
client Smt, M.Sirisha  W/o Muralidhara .G 
, Residing at Behind Ganesha Temple, 
teachers Colony, VTC Mulabagal, 
Mulabagal taluk, Kolar District.    I am the  
Owner  of the Below said Property,while 
Sale Deed  for taken Photo copy  ,have 
lost following Documents of property 
pertating to below Mentioned property 
Situated at  Residing at Behind 
Ganesha Temple, teachers Colony, 
VTC Mulabagal, Mulabagal taluk, Kolar 
District, had published the factum of 
lost of her  Original Marks Card, Original 
SSLC Marks Card Regd no.762723, and 
Council for INDIAN School Certificate 
Examanitions Class 10 year 2015, 
Unique id 603677, and Statement of 
Marks;-issued by Council for INDIAN 
School Certificate Examanitions Class 
10 year 2015, no.1153259/036, police 
complaint have been filed with regards 
to loss of the above said Document 
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report 
no.2215349/2026, DATED;-21-05-2026, 
and complaint dated;-21-05-2026, by 
respective person,if anybody finds these 
Document please inform within 7 Days in 
Below  mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-21-05-2026      K.S.HARISH KUMAR  

 ADVOCATE
 Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,           

 ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY, 
 BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA 

 TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD  
 CHINTHAMANI.M;-9980110692

Document Lost 

I, MOHAMMED FARQUAN, 
Resident of No.28, 6th Cross, 

Near Adams Function Hall 
Vivani Road, Sagayapuram, 

Bengaluru-560005, have 
changed my name to 

MOHAMMED FURQAN, 
Vide Affidavit Dated: 

21.05.2026 before notary R. 
BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042
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Enriched uranium must 
remain inside Iran: Mojtaba

‘Israel will not consider the conflict resolved unless Iran’s enriched 
uranium is removed, its ballistic missile program is dismantled’

DUBAI

The reported order from Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khamenei 
marks a significant hardening 
of Iran’s position on one of 
the key demands made by the 
United States during peace 
negotiations. 

Washington and Israel have 
insisted that Iran’s highly en-
riched uranium stockpile be 
removed from the country as 
part of any final agreement 
aimed at reducing regional 
tensions and preventing the 
development of nuclear weap-
ons.

According to the Iranian 
sources, the Supreme Leader 
believes that transferring the 
uranium abroad would weak-
en Iran’s security and leave 
the country exposed to future 
military pressure from both 
the United States and Israel.

The sources, who spoke 
anonymously due to the sen-
sitivity of the issue, said there 
is broad agreement among 

senior Iranian officials that 
the stockpile must remain un-
der Iranian control.

Israeli officials have report-
edly said that U.S. President 
Donald Trump assured Israel 
that any peace deal would in-
clude provisions requiring 
Iran to export its enriched 
uranium. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has repeat-
edly stated that Israel will not 
consider the conflict resolved 
unless Iran’s enriched urani-
um is removed, its ballistic 

missile program is disman-
tled, and its support for re-
gional proxy militias comes to 
an end.

Iran has consistently denied 
accusations that it is attempt-
ing to develop nuclear weap-
ons. However, Western coun-
tries, including the United 
States and Israel, have ex-
pressed concern over Tehran’s 
decision to enrich uranium to 
60 percent purity, a level 
much higher than required for 
civilian energy purposes and 
much c loser  to  weap-

ons-grade enrichment levels 
of around 90 percent.

A fragile ceasefire currently 
remains in place after weeks 
of escalating military conflict 
that began with U.S.-Israeli 
strikes on Iranian targets on 
February 28. Iran later re-
sponded by targeting Gulf 
states hosting American mili-
tary bases, while clashes also 
intensified between Israel and 
the Iran-backed Hezbollah 
group in Lebanon.

Despite diplomatic media-
tion efforts led by Pakistan, 
negotiations have made little 
progress. Tensions remain 
high due to the ongoing U.S. 
blockade of Iranian ports and 
Tehran’s strategic control 
over the Strait of Hormuz, 
one of the world’s most im-
portant oil shipping routes. 
Analysts warn that disagree-
ments over Iran’s uranium 
stockpile could become a ma-
jor obstacle to achieving a 
lasting peace agreement in the 
region.

Russia holds nuclear drills amid 
rising tensions with NATO

MOSCOW

Russia on Thursday intensi-
fied its military signalling to-
ward the West by delivering 
nuclear munitions to facilities 
in Belarus and showcasing 
elements of its strategic nu-
clear forces during large-scale 
military exercises.

The Russian defence minis-
try announced that nuclear 
munitions had been delivered 
to field storage facilities con-
nected to a missile brigade 
stationed in Belarus as part of 
ongoing nuclear force exer-
cises. 

The large-scale drills, de-
scribed as some of Russia’s 
most significant nuclear exer-
cises in recent years, involve 
around 64,000 military per-
sonnel and are focused on 
preparing and using nuclear 
forces in the event of external 
aggression.

During the exercises, Rus-
sia displayed several strategic 
military assets, including a 
Borei-class nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarine, Il-
38 anti-submarine aircraft, 
MiG-31 fighter jets armed 
with Kinzhal hypersonic mis-
siles, and RS-24 Yars inter-

continental ballistic missiles. 
The exercises also involve 
Russia’s Strategic Missile 
Forces, the Northern and Pa-
cific fleets, long-range avia-
tion units, and military forma-
tions from the Leningrad and 
Central military districts.

According to the Russian 
military, a missile unit in Be-
larus is also practising the 
handling and loading of spe-
cial munitions for the mobile 
Iskander-M tactical missile 
system. Although Russian nu-
clear drills typically use dum-
my warheads for training pur-
poses, the public display of 

strategic weapon systems is 
being viewed as a strong mes-
sage directed toward NATO 
and Western governments.

Videos released by the Rus-
sian defence ministry showed 
military vehicles transporting 
equipment, as well as subma-
rines, aircraft, and warships 
participating in the drills. The 
exercises, which began on 
Tuesday across Russia and 
Belarus, are scheduled to con-
tinue for three days.

The military activities are 
taking place against the back-
drop of the continuing con-
flict in Ukraine, which Mos-
cow has repeatedly described 
as an existential confrontation 
with the West. 

Since the beginning of the 
war, Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin has frequently 
highlighted Russia’s nuclear 
capabilities while warning 
Western nations against ex-
panding military support for 
Ukraine. Kyiv and several 
Western leaders have criti-
cised such statements, accus-
ing Moscow of using nuclear 
threats to intimidate its oppo-
nents. At the same time, ten-
sions have increased in the 
Baltic region. 

The military activities 
are taking place 

against the backdrop 
of  the continuing 

conflict in Ukraine

Pak pushes fresh US-Iran talks as 
nuke deal framework takes shape

DUBAI

Pakistan increased diplomatic 
efforts on Thursday to accel-
erate peace negotiations be-
tween the United States and 
Iran as tensions over Tehran’s 
nuclear programme continued 
to rise. 

More than six weeks after a 
fragile ceasefire took effect 
between Iran, the United 
States, and Israel, negotia-
tions aimed at ending the con-
flict have shown little mean-
ingful progress.

The prolonged uncertainty 
has contributed to rising glob-
al oil prices, increasing infla-
tionary pressure and creating 
fresh concerns for the interna-
tional economy.

The ongoing energy crisis 
has also become a political 
issue in the United States. 
President Trump is facing 
growing domestic pressure 
ahead of the November mid-
term elections, with recent 
polls indicating that his ap-
proval ratings have fallen 
close to their lowest levels 

since his return to the White 
House. Analysts say rising 
fuel prices have become a 
major concern for American 
voters and are influencing 
the administration’s urgency 
in seeking a diplomatic 
breakthrough.

According to three sources 
familiar with the negotia-
tions, Pakistan’s Army Chief 
General Asim Munir was ex-
pected to decide on Thursday 
whether he would travel to 
Tehran to support mediation 
efforts between the two 
sides. The sources, who re-
quested anonymity because 
they were not authorised to 
speak publicly, said Pakistan 
has been actively working to 
improve communication 
channels and speed up nego-
tiations.

Pakistan’s interior minister 
visited Tehran as part of the 
broader diplomatic effort. 
One source involved in the 
discussions said Islamabad 
was engaging with different 
groups inside Iran to stream-
line communication and help 

move talks forward more 
quickly.

The source also acknowl-
edged concerns over Presi-
dent Trump’s increasingly 
impatient approach toward 
the negotiations. According to 
the source, Pakistan is at-
tempting to manage the pace 
at which messages are ex-
changed between Tehran and 
Washington in order to avoid 
further escalation.

Iran’s ISNA news agency 
reported that General Munir 
was expected to travel to Teh-
ran for consultations regard-
ing the framework of a possi-
ble agreement. Discussions 
are reportedly focused on 
broad principles, confi-
dence-building measures, and 
guarantees that could support 
a future peace arrangement.

However, the negotiations 
suffered another setback after 
two senior Iranian sources re-
vealed that Tehran had adopt-
ed a firmer position regarding 
one of the key U.S. demands 
linked to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. 

Finland's massive bomb shelters 
draw world to Helsinki 

HELSINKI

Vis i t i ng  mayor s  f rom 
Ukrainian cities took pictures 
inside an enormous cave 
carved in the bedrock below 
the Finnish capital, taking in 
the size and the possibilities 
of a space that can accommo-
date 6,000 people.

They are among around 800 
foreign delegations who have 
visited Helsinki's Merihaka 
civil shelter - the biggest of 
the country's dual-use shelters 
and now a major shop win-
dow for Finnish companies 
looking to export to buyers 
concerned ‌about the war in 
Ukraine and, increasingly, the 
conflict with Iran.

At 71,000 cubic metres, the 
shelter is roughly the volume 
of a seven-storey office build-
ing. It was built in 2003 and 
has sports pitches, a gym and 
a children's playground 25 
metres (80 ft) underground 
that are in use daily.

Should it be needed in an 
emergency, it can be convert-
ed with stores of bunk beds, 

water tanks and portable toi-
lets within 72 hours.

As well as being a testa-
ment to Finland's painful his-
tory with neighbouring Russia 
during World War Two, build-
ing such shelters remains 
mandatory underneath resi-
dential and commercial build-
ings of a certain size.

With that requirement, 
Finnish companies are skilled 
in their construction and up-
keep - such as fitting and 
maintaining radiation-proof 
doors, ventilation equipment 
and emergency power, as well 
as communications and sew-
erage networks.

Politicians, administrators 
and businesses from overseas, 

such as oil giant Saudi Aram-
co, have all sought informa-
tion or visits, authorities and 
companies involved said.

Resilience Center Finland, 
an exports body established ⁠in 
March, said Finland's security 
and defence exports stood at 
tens of billions of euros, with 
shelter sales amounting to 
some dozen million euros, 
with significant growth poten-
tial.

Within two years we won't 
need to compete fiercely with 
our peers over getting a gig. 
Rather, it will very soon be a 
question of capacity running 
out, Ilkka Kivisaari, CEO of 
Finnish-Swiss-owned Verona 
Shelters Group, said, citing 
high demand in countries 
such as Poland and Germany 
and high interest from the 
Middle East.

Merihaka is among 48 big 
and 5,500 smaller shelters in 
Helsinki - among 50,500 con-
structed around the country, 
the legacy of a Soviet inva-
sion attempt during World 
War Two.

Merz pitches ‘associate’ EU 
membership for Ukraine

BRUSSELS

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz has proposed giving 
Ukraine a direct role in Euro-
pean Union structures as an 
interim step to EU ‌membership 
that he said could help facili-
tate a deal to end the war trig-
gered by Russia’s invasion. In 
a letter to EU leaders seen by 
Reuters, Merz suggested 
Ukraine could be granted a 
new status of associate member 
that would allow Ukrainian of-
ficials to take part in EU sum-
mits and ministerial meetings 
but not vote in them. The Ger-
man leader also proposed that 
EU members make a political 
commitment to apply the bloc’s 
mutual assistance clause to 
Ukraine in order to create a 
substantial ⁠security guarantee.

KATHMANDU

A record number of 274 
climbers scaled Mount Ever-
est, a hiking official ‌said, the 
highest number ever to reach 
the world's tallest peak on the 
same day from the Nepali 
side.

The 8,849-metre (29,032 
feet) Everest straddles the 
border between Nepal and the 
Tibet region of China and can 
be climbed from both sides.

Expedition operators say 
there were no climbers on the 
Tibetan side this year as Chi-
nese authorities had not is-
sued any permits.

Rishi Bhandari, secretary 
general of the Expedition Op-
erators Association of Nepal, 
said on Thursday that the pre-
vious highest number of as-
cents from the Nepali ⁠side 
was 223, on May 22, 2019.

The record for the most 
people to reach the Everest 
peak from both sides was set 
on the next day – May 23, 
2019 – when 354 climbers 
made it, according to Guin-
ness World Records.

This is the highest number 
of climbers in a single day so 
far, Bhandari told Reuters, re-
ferring to the Nepali record, 
adding the number could rise 
as some climbers who had 
reached the summit might not 
have informed the base camp 
about their feat yet.

There are no figures avail-
able from China on how 
many climbers reach the peak 
when the Tibetan side is open, 
but Bhandari said in the nor-

mal climbing season of April 
and May, about 100 people 
head to Everest from that 
side.

Department of Tourism of-
ficial Himal Gautam said he 
had ‌received preliminary ⁠in-
formation that more than 250 
people climbed the peak.

We wait for climbers to re-
turn, give us photographs and 
other evidence to prove their 
ascents and provide them with 
climbing certificates, Gautam 
told Reuters. Only then we 
will be able to confirm the 
numbers.

Nepal has issued 494 per-
mits to climb Everest this 
year, each costing $15,000.

Mountaineering experts of-
ten criticise Nepal for allow-
ing large numbers of climbers 
on the mountain, which some-
times leads to risky ⁠traffic 
jams or long queues in the so-
called death zone area below 
the summit, where the level of 
natural oxygen is dangerously 
below what is required for hu-
man survival.

Nepal has acknowledged 
risks from congestion and in-
experienced climbers by in-
troducing tighter controls and 
higher fees. 

Record 274 climbers scale 
Everest in one day

Ebola case confirmed 
in rebel-held Congo 

KINSHASA

A case ‌of Ebola has been confirmed in 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo's 
South Kivu province - hundreds of ki-
lometres from the outbreak's epicentre 
- the rebel alliance that controls the area 
said on Thursday.

The case in a rural area near the pro-
vincial capital of Bukavu marks an ex-
pansion of an outbreak that experts be-
lieve circulated for around two months 
in Ituri province, several hundred kilo-
metres ⁠to the north, before being detect-
ed last week. The Alliance Fleuve Con-
go, which includes the Rwanda-backed 
M23 rebels who seized swathes of east-
ern DRC last year, said in a statement 
that the 28-year-old patient had died 
and been buried safely.

It said the person had come from the 
northern city of Kisangani, in Tshopo 
province, but it did not provide details 
about their recent movements.

The World Health Organization at the 
weekend declared the outbreak of the 
virus' Bundibugyo strain, for which 
there is no vaccine, a public health 
emergency of international concern.

The outbreak has been linked to 139 
deaths and there were ‌600 ⁠suspected 
cases in eastern DRC's Ituri and North 
Kivu provinces, according to the WHO. 
Two cases have also been confirmed in 
neighboring Uganda.

South Kivu health spokesperson 
Claude Bahizire told Reuters earlier on 
Thursday that two suspected cases, in-
cluding the patient who died, had been 
detected ⁠in the province. The other pa-
tient was in isolation awaiting test re-
sults, he said.

Last week, an Ebola case was con-
firmed in M23-held Goma, the capital 
of neighbouring North Kivu province.

M23 said earlier this week that it was 
⁠committed to working with internation-
al partners to contain the outbreak.
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NEW DELHI

Indian women's cricket cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur has 
declared that her team wants 
to make "winning a habit" as 
they prepare for the upcoming 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup 
in England. Reflecting on 
their historic Women’s Crick-
et World Cup 2025 ODI title 
victory, Kaur believes the 
landmark win has permanent-
ly shifted the team’s mindset 
from chasing history to build-
ing sustained global domi-
nance.

Writing in her official ICC 
column, Kaur emphasized 
that India's maiden 50-over 
world title was a seminal 
moment that brought 
immense belief to 
young girls across 
t h e  c o u n t r y. 
W h i l e  a c -
knowledging 
that the tri-
u m p h  h a s 
raised public 
expectations and 
added pressure, 
she described it as a 
"good kind of pres-
sure" that forces the 
team to stay hungry and 
recreate their success on the 
T20 stage.

India's preparation for the 
mega event has been highly 
demanding, featuring a home 
sweep against Sri Lanka and a 

historic T20I series win in 
Australia, their first in a de-
cade alongside a tough series 
defeat in South Africa. Kaur 
notes that these diverse expe-
riences have provid-
ed invaluable 
lessons for a 
format where 
the margins 
for error 
are in-
credi-
b l y 

small. She hopes a victory in 
this tournament will officially 
signal the beginning of a dom-
inant, consistent era for the 
Women in Blue.

The balanced Indian squad 
blends experienced core play-
ers with fearless young talent 
unearthed by the Women's 
Premier League (WPL), 
which Kaur credited for 
maturing players under 
high-stakes pressure. The 

tournament also marks an 
emotional return to England 

for the skipper, where her 
iconic unbeaten 171 

against Australia in 
the 2017 World 

Cup semifinal 
originally trans-
formed public 
perception of 
the women's 
g a m e . 
Placed in 
Group A 
alongside 
h e a v y -
weights 
like Aus-
tralia and 
South Af-

rica, India 
will kick off 

their quest 
for glory with 

a blockbuster 
clash against 

arch-rivals Pakistan 
in Birmingham on 
June 14.

Watson praises spinner 
Varun Chakaravarthy

KKR assistant coach Shane Watson praised spinner 
Varun Chakaravarthy for playing through a hairline 

foot fracture against Mumbai
KOLKATA

Kolkata Knight Riders assistant coach 
Shane Watson has showered praise on 
mystery spinner Varun Chakaravarthy 
for his incredible bravery. Following a 
crucial victory against Mumbai Indi-
ans, Watson revealed that the talented 
bowler has been playing through in-
tense physical pain to help keep his 
team's tournament dreams alive.

Despite managing a reported hair-
line fracture in his left foot, Chakara-
varthy delivered a beautifully disci-
plined, economical spell of 0/28 over 
four overs during a tense, rain-short-
ened match. Watson admitted he was 

unsure of the spinner's exact rehab time-
line but commended his deep desperation 
to contribute. He noted that Chakaravarthy 
could have easily chosen to rest, making 
his willingness to push through the dis-

comfort highly fortunate for the 
franchise.

The former Australian star also 
highlighted Chakaravarthy’s remark-
able comeback this season. After a 
rough start where he conceded 105 
runs without a wicket in his first three 
games, the spinner completely turned 
things around to become KKR's most 
reliable weapon alongside Sunil Na-
rine.

However, the high-stakes match 
also brought a major injury scare. 
During the eleventh over, Chakaravar-
thy collided heavily with young team-
mate Angkrish Raghuvanshi while 
completing a catch. While the brave 
spinner managed to continue bowling, Ra-
ghuvanshi was forced to leave the field 
later. Watson confirmed the youngster suf-
fered from severe neck pain, dizziness, and 
a headache, preventing him from batting. 

Manish Pandey grabs 
chance to save KKR

KOLKATA

Veteran batsman 
Manish Pandey re-

vealed he stayed 
constantly pre-
pared while 
waiting on the 
sidelines be-
fore finally 

d e -

livering a match-winning per-
formance for Kolkata Knight 
Riders. His crucial knock guid-
ed the three-time champions to 
a vital four-wicket victory over 
Mumbai Indians at Eden Gar-
dens.

Pandey played a remark-
ably composed innings of 45 
runs off 33 balls on a tricky, 
two-paced pitch. His disci-
plined effort allowed KKR to 
successfully chase down a 
target of 148 in 18.5 overs, 
keeping their intense playoff 
hopes alive. Speaking after 
the game, the experienced 
batsman admitted he had 
spent the previous four 
matches fully padded up, pa-
tiently waiting for an op-
portunity as the team's 
strong batting form re-
peatedly pushed him 
down the batting order.

When finally handed 
the number three spot, 
Pandey adjusted quick-

ly.  He credi ted 
opening partner 
Ajinkya Rahane 
for guiding him 
through the tense 

chase. The duo fo-

cused heavily on watching the 
ball closely and building 
steady partnerships. Crucial 
stands between Pandey and 
Rahane, and later with pow-
er-hitter Rovman Powell, suc-
cessfully brought the equation 
down to a comfortable 25 runs 
needed off the final 25 balls.

Earlier in the match, KKR's 
disciplined bowling unit did 
an excellent job restricting 
Mumbai Indians to a modest 
147/8. Later, Powell's quick-
fire 40 and Rinku Singh’s 
winning boundary sealed the 
chase. Pandey emphasized 
that trusting his daily fitness 
routine and domestic cricket 
practice prepared him perfect-
ly to grab this vital opportuni-
ty with both hands when his 
team needed it most.

Manish Pandey’s 
patient, composed 45-

run knock after four 
games on the sidelines 
guided Kolkata Knight 
Riders to a vital four-

wicket playoff-boosting 
win over Mumbai

SALIMA TETE LEADS INDIA 
FOR AUSTRALIA TOUR

BENGALURU

The Indian women's hockey 
team, captained by Salima 
Tete, departed for a crucial 
tour of Australia. The squad 
will play four highly compet-
itive matches against the pow-
erful hosts in Perth on May 
26, 27, 29, and 30 at the local 
hockey stadium.

This tour offers a brilliant 
opportunity for the Indian 
team to test their skills and 
tactical strategies against one 
of the top-ranked sides in in-
ternational hockey. Immedi-
ately after concluding their 
games in Australia, the team 
will fly to Auckland, New 
Zealand, to compete in the 
FIH Hockey Women's Na-
tions Cup, happening from 
June 15 to 21.

Skipper Salima expressed 
immense confidence in her 
squad before boarding the 
flight, calling the Australian 
series a massive stepping 
stone. She revealed that the 
players underwent intense 
training camps focusing 
deeply on physical fitness, 

on-field combinations, and 
structural discipline. Salima 
emphasized that playing the 
mighty Australians on their 
own turf is exactly the tough 
challenge India needs to pre-
pare for upcoming me-
ga-events like the Asian 
Games and the World Cup.

With the crucial Nations 
Cup right around the corner, 
the team is desperate to build 
positive momentum, fine-tune 
their weaknesses, and develop 
into a cohesive playing unit. 
Every single match in Perth 
will act as an important per-
formance marker. The Indian 
side is highly focused on 
peaking at the right time, us-
ing these high-stakes interna-
tional matches to gain valu-
able experience and bring 
glory back home.

National 
Pickleball 

selection trials in 
Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD

The Indian Pickleball Associ-
ation (IPA), in collaboration 
with the Sports Authority of 
India, has announced that it 
will host national selection tri-
als for the junior and sub-junior 
teams next month. The crucial 
three-day selection event is 
scheduled to take place in 
Ahmedabad from June 12 to 
14.  The upcoming selection 
rounds will determine the offi-
cial youth squad representing 
India at the prestigious third 
edition of the Pickleball World 
Cup. Sanctioned by the Global 
Pickleball Federation, the mega 
international tournament will 
take place in Vietnam from Au-
gust 30 to September 9. 

More than 100 passionate 
young players from various 
states, including Delhi, Maha-
rashtra, Haryana, and Gujarat, 
are traveling to Ahmedabad. 
These athletes are competing 
heavily for a golden opportu-
nity to represent the nation in 
the competitive Under-14 and 
Under-18 tournament catego-
ries.  A prominent selection 
panel consisting of experi-
enced sports figures, including 
IPA Chief Executive Officer 
Aditya Khanna, will closely 
monitor the matches to spot 
the best talent. 

NEW DELHI

Indian badminton icon Jwala 
Gutta has strongly criticized 
what she calls a growing cul-
ture of silence and compro-
mise within the country's 
sporting system. In an inter-
view, the World Champion-
ship bronze medalist ques-
tioned why current and for-
mer players avoid speaking 
out against major structural 
problems.

Gutta pointed to India's wor-
rying lack of bench strength as 
a primary sign of systemic 
failure. Comparing India to 
powerhouse China, she noted 
that if a Chinese world cham-
pion gets injured, another one 
is always ready to step up. She 
expressed deep disappoint-
ment that former athletes who 
have now joined sports associ-
ations are failing to push for 
necessary grassroots reforms.

The Commonwealth Games 
gold medalist shared her per-
sonal struggles running a 
non-profit badminton acade-
my in Hyderabad. Gutta re-
vealed that securing financial 
backing has been an uphill 
battle because she refuses to 
play political games for influ-
ence. She believes her outspo-
ken nature has unfortunately 

distanced her from the current 
sporting establishment.

Reflecting on her playing 
days, Gutta recalled having to 
fund her own international 
trips despite being the nation-
al champion and world num-
ber five. She also touched 
upon recent frustrating com-
ments by current doubles star 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy re-
garding a lack of recognition. 
Gutta firmly believes that suc-
cessful, privileged athletes 
have a social responsibility to 
advocate for the next genera-
tion. She credited her own 
family for giving her the im-
mense courage to fight the 
federation during her career, 
urging others to find their 
voice.

Jwala Gutta flags India's 
poor bench strength

BHOPAL

Hockey India has officially 
a n n o u n c e d  a  t a l e n t e d 
18-member junior squad for 
the upcoming Men’s U18 
Asia Cup. Promising young 
forward Ketan Kushwaha has 
been named the team captain 
to lead the national side 
during the prestigious tourna-
ment, scheduled from May 29 
to June 6 in Kakamigahara, 
Japan. 

The final squad was care-
fully selected following a 
highly competitive national 
coaching camp held at the 
SAI Centre in Bhopal. Under 
the watchful eyes of legend-
ary former captain Sardar 
Singh and coach Rajnish 
Mishra, the players under-
went  r igorous p h y s i -
cal train- i n g 

and tactical drills to prepare 
for the massive continental 
challenge.

As part of their intense 
preparation tour, the young 
Indian team recently played a 
challenging four-match exhi-
bition series against the visit-
ing Australia U18 squad in 
Bhopal. The high-profile se-
ries ended evenly, with India 
recording one victory, one 
loss, and two competitive 
draws, giving the young ath-
letes crucial exposure to inter-
national game speed and pres-
sure. 

India will face a demanding 
group stage format in Japan. 
The boys will launch their of-
ficial campaign on opening 
day, May 29, against Kazakh-
stan, before heading into a 
highly anticipated, tough 
clash with host nation Japan 
on May 31. They will wrap 
up their remaining pool 
matches against South Korea 
and Chinese Taipei.

Coach Sardar Singh ex-
pressed immense confidence 
in his squad, highlighting 
their sharp focus on penalty 
corners and structural disci-

pline. With morale run-
ning incredibly 

high, the main 
objective re-
mains crystal 
clear, top-
p ing  the 
group and 
bringing 
the tro-
p h y 
b a c k 
home.

Ketan Kushwaha named 
Indian Hockey Youth Captain

Anukul Roy 
called up to 

India 'A' squad
NEW DELHI

All-rounder Anukul Roy has 
been officially drafted into the 
India 'A' squad for the upcom-
ing white-ball tri-series in Sri 
Lanka. The 27-year-old dy-
namic cricketer replaces 
spin-bowling all-rounder Harsh 
Dubey, who recently earned a 
sensational, maiden call-up to 
the senior Indian Test and ODI 
squads for the home series 
against Afghanistan.

The highly anticipated 
tri-series is scheduled to take 
place from June 9 to 21 in 
Dambulla, featuring India 'A', 
hosts Sri Lanka 'A', and Af-
ghanistan 'A'. Explosive bats-
man Tilak Varma will captain 
the talented Indian side, while 
Riyan Parag has been named 
the team's vice-captain.

Anukul Roy, who originally 
shot to fame as the joint-high-
est wicket-taker during In-
dia’s victorious 2018 Un-
der-19 World Cup campaign, 
has been in phenomenal form 
recently. The left-arm spinner 
and handy batsman has deliv-
ered crucial performances for 
Kolkata Knight Riders in the 
current IPL 2026 season, tak-
ing eight wickets and playing 
valuable cameos. Further-
more, he was the backbone of 
Jharkhand’s recent domestic 
title run, smashing 303 runs at 
a staggering strike rate of 
160.31.

Harmanpreet Kaur targets 
dominant era for Indian cricket

AB de Villiers 
joins Kabuni as 

AI 'Super Coach'
NEW DELHI

AI-powered sports technol-
ogy platform Kabuni has an-
nounced the landmark ap-
pointment of former South 
African captain and global 
batting icon AB de Villiers as 
its newest “Super Coach.” 
The legendary batsman joins 
an elite coaching roster that 
already features Indian cricket 
stalwart Sourav Ganguly and 
former Australian all-rounder 
Shane Watson.

The partnership is designed 
to bridge the gap between 
grassroots talent and elite pro-
fessional performance. By 
combining de Villiers’ deep, 
real-world cricketing intelli-
gence with Kabuni’s cut-
ting-edge artificial intelli-
gence, the platform aims to 
make world-class coaching 
accessible to aspiring players 
globally.

Kabuni’s technology trans-
forms traditional net practice 
by using motion tracking and 
biomechanics to analyze play-
er movements and ball data in 
real time. Rather than over-
whelming young players with 
heavy spreadsheets, the sys-
tem delivers intuitive visual, 
video, and voice cues. It oper-
ates on a “1% improvement” 
philosophy, focusing on 
small, immediate adjustments 
that yield massive technical 
gains over time. Young fans 
will soon get a taste of this 
elite system. Kabuni revealed 
that a nationwide tournament 
will launch this June for Indi-
an players aged 12 to 16. Us-
ing the platform’s AI metrics, 
participants will get to com-
pete for a coveted opportunity 
to play directly under de Vil-
liers’ team.

“Cricket has always been 
about expression for me,  
finding new ways to solve 
problems and push limits,” 
AB de Villiers said. “What 
Kabuni is building gives 
young players a platform to 
explore their game, trust their 
instincts, and develop natural-
ly.” Nimesh Patel, Founder 
and CEO of Kabuni, ex-
pressed immense excitement 
over the signing, stating that 
de Villiers’ unique ability to 
creatively reimagine the game 
aligns perfectly with the plat-
form’s mission to technically 
and mentally empower the 
next generation of cricketers.
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India-US ties strengthens tech, economy sectors
NEW DELHI

 
India and the United States 
are emerging as natural part-
ners across multiple strategic 
sectors, including technology 
innovation, defence manu-
facturing, digital infrastruc-
ture, quantum computing, 
and medical devices, accord-
ing to Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal.

Speaking at the annual 
leadership summit of the 
American Chamber of Com-
merce in New Delhi, Goyal 
said the relationship between 
the two countries is built on 

mutual trust, shared econom-
ic interests, and strong com-
plementarity rather than 
competition.He emphasized 

that both economies rein-
force each other’s strengths, 
making the partnership 
uniquely powerful in the 
global economic landscape.

The Minister noted that 
American companies have 
committed investments worth 
over $60 billion in India over 
the past six months. Major 
technology firms such as Am-
azon and Google are among 
those expanding data centre 
infrastructure in the country, 
reflecting India’s growing im-
portance in global digital eco-
systems.Goyal highlighted that 
India offers global companies 

a combination of scale, skilled 
talent, and market opportuni-
ty driven by a population of 
1.4 billion people, rising in-
comes, and an expanding 
middle class. 

He said India has consis-
tently maintained respect for 
intellectual property rights 
and provides a trusted frame-
work for global businesses 
seeking reliable partners.

He further stated that the 
two countries are not direct 
competitors in most sectors, 
but instead complement each 
other, allowing for stronger 
collaboration in building re-

silient and trusted global sup-
ply chains.

The government is also fo-
cusing on strengthening the 
role of micro, small and medi-
um enterprises in international 
trade. Initiatives involving the 
MSME Ministry and the De-
partment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade aim 
to improve technology adop-
tion and skill development.

An upcoming Export Pro-
motion Mission will help 
MSMEs obtain globally rec-
ognised certifications to inte-
grate into global supply 
chains. 

BUILT ON TRUST

QUICK READ
Airbnb expands  

into hotels, cars, 
groceries 

Apple brings advanced 
health features for 

Indian wearables

India tops Asia  
Pacific property  

yields growth

New Delhi
Travel companies are in-
creasingly transforming 

their apps into all-in-one 
platforms as demand 

grows for seamless jour-
neys. Airbnb has unveiled 

new services including 
airport pickups, luggage 
storage, grocery delivery, 
boutique hotel bookings 

and AI-powered travel 
tools. The company also 
plans to add car rentals 

later this year, positioning 
itself against rivals offer-
ing integrated travel ex-
periences. According to 
Airbnb, travellers now 

prefer booking accom-
modation, transport, ac-
tivities and support from 
one application instead 

of using multiple services. 
The updated platform 
also introduces social 
trip-planning features 

and personalised recom-
mendations. Industry an-

alysts believe conveni-
ence-focused ecosys-

tems could shape the fu-
ture of travel technology, 

especially ahead of major 
global events like the 
2026 FIFA World Cup 

tournament. 

New Delhi
Apple has introduced 

AI-driven sleep apnea no-
tifications for Apple 

Watch users and a clini-
cally validated hearing 

test for AirPods Pro users 
in India. The Watch fea-
ture uses accelerometer 
data to track breathing 

disturbances during sleep 
and alerts users if signs of 
moderate to severe sleep 

apnea appear consist-
ently over thirty days. Us-

ers can also export re-
ports for doctors. Apple 
said untreated sleep ap-
nea may increase risks of 

hypertension, diabetes 
and heart disease. Mean-
while, AirPods Pro 2 users 
can complete a five-min-
ute hearing assessment 

using compatible iPhones 
or iPads. Results, includ-

ing audiograms and hear-
ing loss classifications, 

are securely stored in the 
Health app and shareable 

with healthcare profes-
sionals for medical  

consultations.

New Delhi
India has emerged as the 
highest-yielding real es-
tate market across Asia 
Pacific in Q1 2026, ac-

cording to a CBRE report. 
The country also saw a 

189% year-on-year surge 
in investment volumes, 

reaching about $2.29 bil-
lion. Strong demand was 

recorded across office, re-
tail, logistics, hotels, and 
student housing sectors. 
Cap rates in India remain 

significantly higher than in 
mature markets like Sin-
gapore and Japan, offer-
ing attractive returns for 

investors.

Modi’s 5 nation tour secures $40B pipeline
 The visit witnessed several multinational corporations announcing fresh investments and expansion plans

NEW DELHI
 

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s recent five-nation diplo-
matic tour has helped India 
secure an investment pipeline 
worth nearly $40 billion, ac-
cording to government offi-
cials. 

The visit witnessed several 
multinational corporations an-
nouncing fresh investments 
and expansion plans across 
sectors including semiconduc-
tors, infrastructure, logistics 
and technology.

During the tour, PM Modi 
met chief executives and se-
nior officials from more than 

50 global companies. Offi-
cials stated that the combined 
market valuation of these 
firms ranges between $2.7 
trillion and $3 trillion, high-
lighting the scale of corporate 
engagement during the 
high-profile visit.

Many of these companies 
already operate extensively 

in India, with their cumula-
tive investments and business 
exposure in the country esti-
mated at nearly $180 billion. 

Government officials said 
several firms expressed inter-
est in expanding operations in 
India, citing strong economic 
growth, policy stability and 
rising domestic consumption 
as key attractions.Among the 
major developments, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates committed 
fresh investments worth nearly 
$5 billion in India. 

Officials added that the to-
tal value of new investment 
commitments and proposed 
business expansion plans dis-

cussed during the visit 
reached approximately $40 
billion. 

PM Modi’s five-country 
tour included visits to the 
UAE, the Netherlands, Swe-
den, Norway and Italy. 
During the trip, India signed 
several agreements aimed at 
strengthening cooperation in 
trade, defence, clean energy, 
artificial intelligence and ad-
vanced technologies. 

India and the Netherlands 
unveiled a strategic partner-
ship roadmap focusing on 
semiconductors, green hy-
drogen and technology col-
laboration. India and Sweden 

elevated bilateral relations to 
a strategic partnership, while 
PM Modi also attended the 
third India-Nordic Summit in 
Norway and held meetings 
with Nordic leaders.In Italy,

India and Italy announced 
a Special Strategic Partner-
ship following discussions 
between Modi and Italian 
PM Giorgia Meloni. 

In a post on X, PM Modi 
described the Italy visit as 
“very productive” and said 
the upgraded partnership 
would add fresh momentum 
to bilateral cooperation and 
economic engagement be-
tween the two nations.

India–Nordic summit signals 
shift in global AI ruling power 
NEW DELHI

 
The third India–Nordic Sum-
mit 2026, held in Oslo, has 
been described as a turning 
point in global technology 
governance,  with India 
emerging as a co-architect of 
digital and artificial intelli-
gence norms rather than a 
passive rule-taker, according 
to a report by India Narrative.

The summit brought togeth-
er India and Nordic countries 
to deepen cooperation in areas 
such as artificial intelligence, 
digital public infrastructure, 
green technology and innova-
tion-led economic growth.

 Leaders from both sides 
framed the partnership as a 
strategic alignment aimed at 
building resilient supply 
chains, strengthening research 
ecosystems and developing 

shared digital frameworks.
Nordic countries highlight-

ed India as a large-scale test-
bed for inclusive digital inno-
vation, while Norway and its 
regional partners were seen as 
hubs of advanced green-tech 
expertise and governance 
models. 

The collaboration is expect-
ed to generate both commer-
cial opportunities and geopolit-
ical stability in an increasingly 
fragmented global technology 
landscape.A key focus of the 
discussions was the governance 
of artificial intelligence. 

The report noted that India 
is increasingly shaping its 
own AI governance frame-

work and inviting participa-
tion from both developed and 
developing economies. This 
marks a shift from earlier pe-
riods when global rules were 
largely influenced by Western 
economies.

The India-led AI Impact 
Declaration, which emphasiz-
es human-centric and inclu-
sive AI development, was 
highlighted as a contrast to 
security-focused regulatory 
debates in regions such as the 
United States and the Europe-
an Union. 

The declaration prioritizes 
human capital development, 
equitable access to AI tools 
and democratization of digital 

technologies.
The summit also empha-

sized India’s rapidly expand-
ing digital public infrastruc-
ture, including systems such 
as Aadhaar, UPI and open 
digital APIs. These platforms 
now support large-scale finan-
cial inclusion and welfare de-
livery across the country and 
are increasingly being adapt-
ed internationally.

Officials and experts noted 
that stronger India–Nordic co-
operation could also help di-
versify global supply chains 
away from overdependence 
on China while boosting inno-
vation ecosystems in both re-
gions. The summit concluded 
with a shared vision of 
strengthening long-term col-
laboration in technology, sus-
tainability and digital gover-
nance.

India–Nordic Summit 2026 highlights India’s rising 
role in global AI governance, strengthening 

cooperation on digital infrastructure, green tech, and 
inclusive technology frameworks.

RBI May transfer record 
dividend to govt FY26

NEW DELHI
 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) is likely to transfer a 
record surplus dividend to the 
central government for the fi-
nancial year 2025–26, with 
estimates ranging between 
₹2.7 lakh crore and ₹3.5 lakh 
crore, according to a media 
report.

The report noted that the 
RBI’s central board is sched-
uled to meet on Friday to de-
cide on the final surplus trans-
fer. If the payout reaches the 
upper end of projections, it 
would become the highest 
dividend ever paid by the cen-
tral bank to the government.

In the previous financial 
year, the RBI transferred a re-
cord ₹2.69 lakh crore surplus 
to the Centre, making this 
year’s expected payout a sig-
nificant increase.

The rise in surplus is at-
tributed to multiple factors, 
including gains from currency 
volatility, higher returns from 
foreign exchange operations, 
and improved investment in-
come. A key contributor was 
the nearly 10 per cent depre-
ciation of the Indian rupee 
against the US dollar during 
FY26, which boosted valua-
tion gains on the RBI’s for-
eign currency assets.

The central bank also re-
portedly benefited from active 
interventions in currency mar-

kets, including dollar sales 
aimed at stabilizing the rupee 
during periods of volatility. 
These operations helped gen-
erate additional income for 
the RBI.

India’s foreign exchange 
reserves rose by around 3 per 
cent during FY26, reaching 
nearly $688 billion, further 
strengthening the RBI’s finan-
cial position. Income from 
investments and currency is-
suance also added to the over-
all surplus.

Over the past three years, 
RBI dividend transfers to the 
government have increased 
more than threefold, becom-
ing an important source of 
non-tax revenue for the Cen-
tre. Analysts note that these 
transfers play a significant 
role in supporting fiscal plan-
ning and government expen-
diture.

Earlier projections suggest-
ed that RBI dividend payouts 
could remain elevated in the 
coming year as well, though 
slightly lower than peak lev-
els. However, the central bank 
has not yet issued an official 
statement confirming the final 
amount of the FY26 transfer.

S. Korea imposes anti-dumping 
duties on European PVC resin imports
SEOUL

 
South Korea’s trade watch-
dog has decided to impose 
anti-dumping tariffs  on 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
paste resin imports from 
four European countries, cit-
ing significant harm to the 
domestic industry. 

The decision was an-
nounced Thursday by the 
country’s industry ministry 
following an investigation 
by the Korea Trade Commis-
sion (KTC).Under the rul-
ing, anti-dumping duties 
ranging from 25.79 percent 
to 31.55 percent will be im-

posed on PVC paste resin 
products imported from Ger-
many, France, Norway and 
Sweden. 

The tariffs are expected to 
be formally recommended to 
South Korea’s finance minis-
try for implementation.PVC 
paste resin is a fine-powder 
resin commonly used in inte-
rior construction materials 
and various industrial prod-
ucts, including gloves, shoes 
and synthetic leather goods. 
South Korean authorities con-
cluded that low-priced im-
ports from European manu-
facturers caused “tangible” 
damage to local producers.

India assures steady fuel 
supply across retail outlets
NEW DELHI

 
The Government of India 
has confirmed that there is 
no shortage of petrol, diesel, 
or liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) across retail outlets in 
the country.

 Senior officials stated on 
Thursday that fuel supply 
remains stable and uninter-
rupted nationwide, and any 
petrol pumps restricting sup-
ply or dispensing reduced 
quantities are being closely 
monitored and addressed.

According to officials, the 
government  is  act ively 
tracking feedback from pet-
rol pumps across India to 
ensure smooth distribution 
of fuels. They emphasized 
that supply to all retail out-
lets is being fully main-
tained and that consumers 
should not face any disrup-
tion in availability.

Authorities also clarified 
that there has been no reduc-
tion in crude oil imports 
from Russia, ensuring that 
domestic refineries continue 
to receive adequate crude 
supplies for processing. This 
helps maintain steady pro-
duction levels of petrol, die-
sel, and other petroleum 
products.

Officials noted that de-
mand for diesel has in-
creased in certain regions 

due to the ongoing agricul-
tural harvesting season. Ad-
ditionally, some consumers 
have shifted from private oil 
marketing companies to 
public sector fuel stations, 
which are perceived as of-
fering more stable pricing. 
Institutional and commercial 
fuel sales have also moved 
towards retail pumps due to 
price differences.

The government recently 
announced a modest in-
crease of ₹3.91 per litre in 
petrol and diesel prices, 
equivalent to a 4.4 per cent 
rise. Officials stated that this 
adjustment is significantly 
lower compared to global 
fuel price trends and follows 
a period of 76 days during 
which public sector oil com-

panies absorbed rising crude 
costs.

They highlighted that fuel 
price increases in many oth-
er countries have been far 
sharper due to global crude 
oil  volati l i ty.  Emerging 
markets  and  deve loped 
economies alike have seen 
higher percentage increas-
es in petrol and diesel pric-
es,  with some countries 
experiencing rises exceed-
ing 40 to 60%.

Officials reiterated that In-
dia’s pricing adjustments 
remain among the most 
moderate globally, reflect-
ing efforts to balance con-
sumer  p ro t ec t ion  wi th 
g lobal  market  rea l i t ies 
while ensuring long-term 
fuel supply stability.

SpaceX IPO plan sparks 
global investor frenzy

NEW DELHI
 

SpaceX has officially an-
nounced plans for its much-an-
ticipated initial public offering 
(IPO), with the company ex-
pected to trade under the ticker 
symbol “SPCX” on the Nasdaq 
exchange. 

The development has gener-
ated enormous excitement 
among investors and market 
analysts worldwide, as the Elon 
Musk-led aerospace company 
prepares for what could be-
come one of the largest stock 
market listings in history.

According to media reports, 
SpaceX could be valued at 
nearly USD 2 trillion, making 
it one of the world’s most valu-
able publicly traded companies 
after the IPO launch. The com-
pany is reportedly targeting a 
fundraising figure of around 
USD 75 billion through the 
public offering, with pricing 
discussions expected to begin 
in the coming weeks.

Founded in 2002 by billion-
aire entrepreneur Elon Musk, 
SpaceX revolutionized the 
global space industry through 
reusable rocket technology, 
successful satellite launches, 
and ambitious interplanetary 
exploration projects. 

The company also operates 
Starlink, its satellite-based in-
ternet business, which has 
rapidly expanded worldwide 
and become a major source of 
revenue.Industry experts be-
lieve the IPO will significant-
ly boost investor interest in 
the commercial space and 
technology sectors. 

Analysts say retail and in-
stitutional investors are likely 
to show strong participation 
once SPCX shares become 
publicly available on Nasdaq.
Reports further indicate that 
SpaceX is increasing invest-
ments in AI infrastructure and 
advanced computing technol-
ogies as part of its long-term 
growth strategy. 

India’s pvt sector 
growth slips as 

geopolitical 
tensions weigh

NEW DELHI
 

India’s private sector econo-
my witnessed a marginal 
slowdown in May amid ongo-
ing geopolitical tensions and 
global economic uncertain-
ties, according to the latest 
HSBC Flash India PMI data 
released on Thursday.

The HSBC Flash India PMI 
Composite Output Index 
stood at 58.1 in May, slightly 
lower than April’s 58.2 read-
ing. Despite the dip, the index 
remained well above the 50-
mark, indicating continued 
expansion in overall private 
sector activity.

The report showed that 
stronger growth in the ser-
vices sector helped offset 
weaker performance in manu-
facturing activity. However, 
factory production and new 
order growth moderated during 
the month, contributing to the 
softer overall expansion.

HSBC chief India econo-
mist Pranjul Bhandari said 
manufacturing activity eased 
marginally as both output and 
new orders slowed. Export de-
mand also weakened signifi-
cantly, with new export orders 
recording their slowest expan-
sion in 19 months. Manufactur-
ers saw the second-slowest 
increase in international sales 
since September 2024.

CII urges national 
strategy to tackle 

inflation risks
NEW DELHI

 
The Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) has called for 
a coordinated national strat-
egy to address rising risks in 
fuel, fertiliser, and food 
prices amid ongoing global 
tensions. 

The industry body de-
scribed the “3Fs” challenge 
as interconnected and said it 
must be handled as a single 
economic issue.CII suggest-
ed expanding ethanol blend-
ing programmes, promoting 
flex-fuel vehicles, and de-
veloping LNG-based trans-
port infrastructure to reduce 
fuel dependency. 
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Siri Music releases 
popular song Neen Iddare

Survey No 45 nears grand release Maithriya Gowda launches 
Trust and Film Production

MANGALURU
 

Siri Music has released the album song “Neen Iddare” under Mogachi 
Larhran Creation, and the team is celebrating its growing popularity 
online Veteran actor Ramesh Bhatt dedicated the song to the public and 
praised producer Norbert for his kindness and support He said he at-
tended the event despite his busy shooting schedule because of their 
close bond The song is produced by Mangaluru-born Australian resident 
Norbert, while Vincent Fernandes Cascia handled the story, screenplay, 
lyrics, music, and direction Actress Avile Rodrigues appears in the lead 
role alongside Karen Pinto and Smitha Pinto The emotional song focus-
es on memories, family ties, and lost love Cinematography was done by 
Lakshikant, editing by Rajesh Chauhan, and vocals by Shilpa Cutinha 
The shoot took place around Himagiri Estate Director Vincent also in-
troduced young drummer Kemril Pinto during the event The team now 
plans expanding the project into a full feature film.

MYSURU
 

The Kannada film “Survey No.45” has entered the final stage of 
post-production and is attracting attention for its village-based story 
and strong social message. Produced by Varanandi Cine, the movie is 
backed by co-producers Anand S.V and Hanumanthareddy S.R. Di-
rector Shivakumar M. Shettyhalli has written the script, screenplay, 
and songs for the film. The story follows a farmer struggling with 
problems linked to his farmland survey number and shows how wis-
dom and honesty help him overcome hardships. The film also warns 
that wrong actions can lead to serious consequences. Popular enter-
tainer Gillinata Santosh plays the lead role along with actresses Prava-
lika and Mounahasan. Supporting actors include Kumar Arasegowda 
and Malathi. Music is composed by Vishal Alap, while Deepak Kumar 
G.K handled cinematography. Shooting for the movie was completed 
around the scenic Hunsur region recently.

BENGALURU
 

Actress Maithriya Gowda has stepped into film production by launching 
her new banner through Maithriya Global Trust on her birthday Known 
for playing Puneeth Rajkumar’s sister in “Maurya” and later acting in 
several films, Maithriya had taken a break from cinema to focus on 
social service activities The launch event was attended by actor Anirudh, 
producer Uday Mehta, MLC Saravana, and several television artists 
Speaking at the function, Maithriya said her childhood dream was to 
become an actress while also helping society Inspired by the charitable 
work of Anirudh and the filmmaking style of Uday Mehta, she decided 
to start the trust and production company She said the organisation will 
support new talents and conduct programs for orphanages, old age 
homes, cow shelters, stray dog rescue, and fashion events Auditions for 
fresh artists have already begun for upcoming projects under the banner, 
organizers announced during the celebration.

Anil Kapoor Steals 
Show In Dragon Teaser

The newly released 
teaser for the me-
ga-movie Dragon is 

causing a massive storm. 
While global superstar Jr 
NTR is already driving fans 
wild, it is Bollywood veter-
an Anil Kapoor who has 
suddenly stolen the 
spotlight and be-
come the main 
ta lk ing point 
across various 
platforms.

Anil Kapoor’s 
striking, intense 
look and powerful 
screen presence in the 
short video have gone com-
pletely viral. This unexpect-
ed glimpse has instantly 
raised audience expecta-
tions to a whole new level. 
Film industry insiders whis-
per that Kapoor is not just 
making a brief appearance, 
instead, he plays one of the 
strongest and most impact-
ful characters in the entire 
movie.

Acclaimed direc-
tor  Prashanth 
Neel is famous 
for creating 
gritty, larg-
er-than-life 
a c t i o n 
w o r l d s . 
R e p o r t s 
suggest 
t h a t 
N e e l 
h a s 
c a r e -
ful ly 

designed Kapoor’s charac-
ter with immense emotional 
depth and strength. This 
meaty role gives the ever-
green actor perfect scope to 
deliver a solid, unforgetta-
ble performance that could 

completely surprise view-
ers when the film hits 

the big screen.
Fans are al-

ready thrilled to 
see the unique 
dynamic between 
Jr NTR and Anil 

Kapoor.

Movie lovers are buzzing 
with excitement as fresh 

reports reveal that the high-
ly-awaited film, Drishyam 3, 
will feature a sensational and 
unique ending. The upcoming 
crime thriller promises to take 
suspense to an entirely new 
level, leaving audiences 
stunned.

Superstar Mohanlal returns 
as the iconic Georgekutty, a 
family man who will go to 

any length to protect his loved 
ones. Director Jeethu Joseph, 
the mastermind behind the 
franchise, has reportedly 
crafted a climax that no one 
will see coming. Industry in-
siders whisper that the film 
does not just wrap up the cur-
rent mystery; instead, it closes 
with a chilling promise of an-
other dark chapter.

Over the years, the Drishy-
am series has become one of 
Indian cinema’s most cele-
brated thriller franchises. The 
secret to its massive success 
lies in how it connects with 

ordinary people. It is not just 
about a clever cover-up, it is a 
deeply human story about 
family bonds and survival.

Reports suggest that Joseph 
has once again brilliantly 
blended emotional family dra-
ma with mind-bending plot 
twists. The narrative is de-
signed to keep viewers glued 
to their seats, guessing until 
the very last frame.

For years, fans have won-
dered if Georgekutty will fi-
nally get caught or if he will 
outsmart the police once 
again.

Big twist awaits Drishyam 3

Grand launch for Megastar 
Chiranjeevi’s Mega 158

The highly anticipated 
158th film of Megastar 

Chiranjeevi, provisionally ti-
tled Mega 158, officially 
kicked off. The grand launch 
event turned into a massive 
celebration for fans as Andhra 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and actor Pawan Kalyan 
attended as the chief guest. 

Sparks flew at the ceremo-
ny when Pawan Kalyan 
sounded the opening clap-
board for the very first shot. 
Adding to the excitement, the 
shot was filmed on his elder 
brother, Chiranjeevi, making 
the family reunion a truly un-
forgettable moment for the 
"Mega" fanbase. 

The mega-project is helmed 
by director Bobby Kolli and 
produced by K. Venkata 
Narayana under the well-
known KVN Productions 
banner. According to industry 
insiders, the movie had previ-
ously faced severe delays and 

hurdles due to the producer’s 
financial problems. Fortunate-
ly, those issues have now 
been fully resolved, allowing 
the team to officially begin 
shooting immediately follow-
ing the traditional morning 
pooja ceremony. 

The film boasts a top-tier 
technical team to bring this 
cinematic vision to life. Pop-
ular musician S. Thaman is 
onboard to compose the 
soundtrack, while Vijay Kan-
nan will handle the cinema-
tography. Acclaimed techni-
cian Avinash Kolla is also 
serving as the production de-
signer for the grand venture.

Dulquer’s “I Am Game” 
arrives this Onam

Dulquer Salmaan is all 
set to storm the big 
screen this festival 

season. The makers of his 
highly anticipated ac-

tion thriller, I Am 
Game, have official-
ly announced that 
the movie will hit 
theaters world-
wide on August 
20, 2026, per-
fectly timing its 
arrival for the 
grand Onam fes-
tival celebra-
tions.

T h e  a n -
nouncement has 

sent a massive 
wave of excite-

ment through fans. 
Dulquer Salmaan, 

who is celebrating 
this project as the 

monumental 40th film 
of his career, previously 
teased that this would be 

his most stylish and sleek 
role to date. Directed by 

hitmaker Nahas Hidayath, 
who previously delivered the 

blockbuster action film RDX, 

the new movie promises a 
fresh, high-octane theatrical 
experience.

Filmed across more than 100 
stunning locations throughout 
South India, the big-budget 
project is currently in its final 
post-production and dubbing 
stages. The film is being pro-
duced on a grand scale by the 
successful team behind the re-
cent blockbuster Lokah. To 
ensure a massive nationwide 
reach, I Am Game is being pre-
pared for a grand pan-Indian 
release. Audiences can catch 
the film in Malayalam, Tamil, 
Telugu, Hindi, and Kannada 
languages. The movie boasts 
an impressive ensemble cast, 
featuring talented actors like 
Antony Varghese, Mysskin, 
Kaayadu Lohar, Kathir, and 
Samyuktha Viswanathan in 
pivotal roles. With pulsating 
music composed by Jakes Be-
joy and breathtaking stunt se-
quences designed by the popu-
lar action directors Anbariv 
Masters, this stylish thriller is 
shaping up to be the ultimate 
cinematic treat for movie lov-
ers this coming August.

Kamal Haasan produces 
Sivakarthikeyan’s 

upcoming movie Seyon
Celebrated music composer 

Santhosh Narayanan has 
opened up about his deep ad-
miration for actor Siva-
karthikeyan’s inspiring career 
growth. Speaking at a recent 
event, the musician praised 

the actor's difficult journey 
from television host to 

one of Tamil cinema's 
biggest box-office 

s t a r s .  San thosh 
Narayanan con-
fessed that he feels 
incredibly proud 
o f  S i v a -
karthikeyan be-
cause they both 
entered the 
film industry 
without any 
inf luent ia l 
backing. He 
noted that 
breaking bar-
r i e r s  a n d 
building a 
unique space 
in cinema is 
an immense 
c h a l l e n g e . 
The two share 

a close bond 
a n d  s p e a k 

openly about 
their experiences.
The talented duo 

is currently collabo-

rating on the highly anticipat-
ed movie Seyon, directed by 
Sivakumar Murugesan. The 
film is produced by legendary 
actor Kamal Haasan. Santhosh 
Narayanan revealed that work-
ing on Seyon feels like a deep-
ly personal creative journey 
rather than just another stan-
dard assignment. 

He expressed strong confi-
dence that the film will deliver 
a spectacular entertainment 
experience, using everything 
he has learned throughout his 
musical career.

Expectations for the project 
are already sky-high following 
the massive success of Siva-
karthikeyan's previous block-
buster Amaran, which was also 
produced by Kamal Haasan.

Suriya's movie Karuppu 
crosses big milestone

Superstar Suriya’s latest 
fantasy action drama, 

Karuppu, is continuing its 
spectacular run at the global 
box office. Despite facing a 
standard weekday dip, the 
highly anticipated film has 
officially crossed the massive 
Rs 175 crore milestone 
worldwide within just six 
days of its the-
atrical release.

According 
to tracking re-
p o r t s ,  t h e 
movie earned 
Rs 10.30 crore 
net across In-
dia in one day, 
taking its total 
domestic net collection to Rs 
105.35 crore. The film main-
tained encouraging theater 
occupancy,  part icularly 
during evening and night 
shows. On the international 
stage, strong support from 
overseas fans added another 
Rs 3 crore, pushing the global 
gross total to a staggering Rs 

175.96 crore.
Co-starring Trisha Krish-

nan, the film has firmly cap-
tured the public's imagination. 
The story beautifully connects 
with audiences because it bal-
ances divine themes with 
deeply human struggles. The 
plot follows an ordinary, help-
less father and daughter fight-

ing for justice 
in a corrupt 
legal system. 
The emotional 
c o r e  p e a k s 
when a crafty 
lawyer chal-
lenges a de-
scended deity, 
played by an 

aura-filled Suriya, to win a 
courtroom battle without us-
ing any magical powers.

The Tamil version remains 
the primary driver of this 
commercial success, contrib-
uting the majority of the rev-
enue ,  whi le  the  Te lu-
gu-dubbed version also pulled 
in solid numbers.

Ali Fazal 
prepares for big 

screen 
Mirzapur movie

Crime drama Mirzapur is 
officially making a 

massive leap from mobile 
screens to the silver screen 
with Mirzapur: The Movie. 
Actor Ali Fazal, who plays 
the legendary character 
Guddu Pandit, recently re-
vealed that taking this fa-
mous world to cinemas re-
quired a completely fresh 
artistic approach.

To prepare for the grand 
cinematic version, Fazal ad-
mitted he had to completely 
detach himself from the 
rhythm of the original 
streaming series. Instead of 
relying on old habits, he 
treated the movie as an in-
dependent project, viewing 
his past performance as a 
distant memory to ensure a 
fresh performance.

The actor explained that 
long-format web shows 
give creators plenty of time 
to build characters slowly. 
In contrast, cinema forces 
writers and actors to tell a 
story much more smartly in 
a shorter time. To match the 
grand scale of the big 
screen, Fazal had to amplify 
Guddu’s signature raw ener-
gy, emotional depth, and 
heavy physicality.


