
Key details of 
cabinet strategy
n �High command 

discussions: Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar, 
alongside former Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah 
and state Congress chief 
BK Hariprasad, are cur-
rently holding meetings in 
New Delhi to finalize the 
candidates.

n �Prioritizing youth: 
Senior leaders have 
indicated that new entry 
parameters are being set 
to specifically accommo-
date younger emerging 
functionaries.

n �The ‘problem of plenty’: 
The administration faces 
a massive challenge with 
20 vacant ministerial 
berths but more than 80 
Congress MLAs actively 
lobbying for a position.
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Preventing paper leaks a 
national responsibility: PM

Saying the govt stands with students, PM Modi stressed the need to punish 
the guilty and collaboratively establish a foolproof exam system. 

NEW DELHI
 

In his first remarks on NEET 
irregularities after protesters 
stormed the heart of Delhi over 
the raging issue, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday said 
strong action was taken against 
those involved in the "grave 
sin" of paper leaks so that no 
one plays with the future of the 
youth.

He emphasised that prevent-
ing such paper leaks was a na-
tional responsibility and urged 
states to work with the Union 
government to tackle the menace. 

Modi made the remarks at the 
National Democratic Alliance's 
(NDA) Parliamentary Party 
meeting 'Mangal Milan', a day 
after thousands of students led by 
the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) 
took part in the 'Sansad Chalo' 
march against irregularities in the 
NEET exam and demanding Ed-
ucation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan's resignation.

Briefing journalists after the 
meeting, Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju said the 
PM told MPs that the govern-
ment acted immediately after 
reports of the paper leak sur-
faced, and 13 people were ar-
rested and sent to jail.

"The PM also said to ensure 
that students' future was not af-
fected, the NEET re-examina-
tion was given priority, con-
ducted successfully, and the 
results were declared without 
delay." “To ensure that no fu-
ture paper leaks take place, state  
and Central government must 
join hands irrespective of party. 
This is not a matter of party poli-
tics but matter of national inter-
ests," Rijiju informed.

'Rise above differences 
to safeguard students'

Actions assured & appeal

PM Modi urged all political 
factions to rise above differenc-
es to safeguard student futures. 

His remarks come amid the 
ongoing NEET-UG controversy 

and protests.

STRICTEST PUNISHMENT:  
PM stressed that orchestrators of paper 
leaks and examination irregularities 
face the harshest possible penalties to 
protect the aspirations of India's youth.

SWIFT GOVERNMENT ACTION:  
Union Minister Kiren Rijiju noted that 
authorities acted immediately upon  
receiving reports of irregularities in the 
medical entrance exams. 13 individuals 
have been arrested and remanded.

SYSTEMIC OVERHAUL:  
The govt committed to building a fool-
proof, transparent, and credible exam 
mechanism, with structural reforms  
designed to prevent future breaches.

POLITICAL APPEAL:  
PM Modi urged both NDA allies and op-
position parties to work constructively 
in Parliament to ensure the integrity of 
the country’s education and youth wel-
fare, rather than politicizing the crisis.

RaGa protests outside 
PM’s residence, removed
New Delhi: High-drama unfolded in New Delhi on Tuesday 
when Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi led a Congress 
protest against paper leaks and the "attack" on students to PM 
Modi's residence at Lok Kalyan Marg, only to be dragged away 
hours later. Seeking to pile on the pressure on the Centre a day 
after the Cockroach Janta Party-led march to Parliament, Rahul, 
Mallikarjun Kharge and Priyanka Gandhi gathered outside the 
Congress president's house at 10, Rajaji Marg on Tuesday af-
ternoon and marched to the PM's residence at 7, Lok Kalyan 
Marg, just over a kilometre away. In an unprecedented devel-
opment, Union Minister Jitendra Singh visited the protest site 
and spoke to Rahul. The protest was broken up hours later and 
Rahul, Priyanka and other leaders were detained and taken 
away in a police bus. 

 ‘Govt ready for NEET debate, but Rahul backtracking’
New Delhi: The Union Gov-
ernment on Tuesday said it is 
ready to discuss all issues re-
lating to the NEET exam and 
the movement associated with 
it in Parliament, after Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi sat 
on a dharna outside PM  
Modi's residence.

Minister of State for PMO 
Jitendra Singh, who along with 
Union Home Secretary Govind 
Mohan met Rahul Gandhi and 
urged him to end his sit-in, al-

leged that Gandhi "back-
tracked" from his earlier de-
mand for a debate and said it 
does not befit a leader of his 
stature. Singh said Rahul did 
not agree to his request and in-
stead demanded that Union 

Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan must also resign.

For a senior leader like Ra-
hul Gandhi and the LoP to go 
back on his word is unfortu-
nate and contrary to every 
norm of democracy.

"The government is ready to 
discuss in Parliament all issues 
related to NEET and the asso-
ciated movement... Shri Rahul 
Gandhi's behaviour does not 
align with the principles of de-
mocracy," he said in an X post.

Congress leaders led by 
Gandhi and Kharge sat on a 
dharna outside PM’s residence 
on Tuesday and demanded his 
resignation over the police ac-
tion against students protesting 
on the NEET paper leak issue.

The government is ready to discuss in 
Parliament all issues related to NEET and 
the associated movement... Shri Rahul 
Gandhi’s behaviour does not align with the 
principles of democracy..

—Jitendra Singh, Minister of State for PMO

Youth deserve 
answers, justice: 

Shivakumar
NEW DELHI

 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Tuesday said the pain 
of every student who has been 
beaten, intimidated or silenced 
for peacefully raising their 
voice is a pain felt by all of us 
who believe in democracy.

Taking part in a protest 
along with Congess central 
leaders, including Rahul 
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, G Venugopal, near Lok 
Kalyan Marg in New Delhi, 
the CM said he strongly con-
demn the Union Government’s 
brutal use of force against stu-
dents who were peacefully 
seeking answers and justice.

"Our students are not crimi-
nals. They are the hopes and 
dreams of millions of families. 
They are the future of our 
country. When young people 

raise genuine 
concerns, it 
is the duty of 
an e lected 
government 
to listen to 
them wi th 
p a t i e n c e , 
compassion 
and respect, 
not respond 
with barri-
cades, batons 

and brutality," he said.
He further said a democracy 

becomes weaker when ques-
tions are suppressed and dis-
sent is punished. Yet, the 
Union Government continues 
to evade accountability and 
refuses to permit a meaningful 
discussion in Parliament.

"The youth of India deserve 
answers. They deserve justice. 
Above all, they deserve to be 
heard with empathy and digni-
ty, not silenced with lathis."

He demanded that the Prime 
Minister and the Home Minis-
ter must accept responsibility 
for this grave failure of gover-
nance and morality. The Con-
gress party will continue to 
stand firmly with every stu-
dent and every young Indian 
whose constitutional and dem-
ocratic rights are under attack, 
Shivakumar added. 

The Congress 
Party will 
continue to 
stand firmly with 
every student 
and every young 
Indian whose 
constitutional 
and democratic 
rights are under 
attack.
—DK Shivakumar, CM

KARNATAKA CABINET EXPANSION 

NEW DELHI 
In a significant development, 
the Karnataka cabinet expan-
sion is likely to be held once 
the Congress high command 
clears the list of proposed 
names and gives the go ahead, 
and young faces may be given 
priority, Deputy Chief Minister 
G Parameshwara indicated. 
Several aspects, including op-
portunities for fresh and young 
faces are under consideration 
during discussions with the 
party leadership, the senior 
leader said.

Amid buzz that the Cabinet 
expansion is likely soon, Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar, his 
predecessor Siddaramaiah and 
state Congress chief BK Har-
iprasad are in Delhi for discus-
sions with the Congress high 
command. “They (CM, Sidda-
ramaiah and Hariprasad) have 
gone to Delhi, if the high com-
mand approves following the 
discussion, the cabinet expan-
sion will happen,” Paramesh-
wara told reporters here.

When asked whether the 
cabinet expansion would hap-
pen before the Assembly ses-
sion early next month, he said, 
after discussions if the high 
command permits, the exercise 
will be done immediately. 
“Once the high command says 
yes and clears the list, the 
Governor will be informed and 
considering his availability, his 
time will be sought (for the 
swearing-in of new minis-
ters),” he added.

To a question about the high 
command considering fresh 
faces instead of seniors, the 
deputy CM said that he has 
learned that certain “parame-
ters” are being discussed and 
higher representation for 
youngsters is among them. 
“They may consider it.”

Responding to a question 
about whether the expansion is 
being done with the 2028 As-
sembly polls in mind, he said, 
“I’m not directly aware of the 
parameters being considered, 

as I have not been called for 
discussions.”

“I think all these parameters 
will be considered during dis-
cussions because when I was 
the party president, the high 
command used to tell us to nur-
ture fresh leadership. I think the 
same will apply even now.”

There is intense lobbying by 
ministerial aspirants — both 
seniors and young legislators 
— seeking induction into the 
cabinet.

Shivakumar was sworn in as 
the chief minister along with 
13 Ministers on June 3, fol-
lowing Siddaramaiah’s resig-
nation as CM on May 28.

With the sanctioned strength 
of Karnataka’s ministry being 
34, including the CM, 20 
berths are still vacant, and 
pressure is mounting on Shiva-
kumar to expand his cabinet.

 With many ministerial aspi-
rants and limited berths avail-
able, Shivakumar walks a 
tightrope, risking large-scale 
disgruntlement among those 
left out, according to party 
sources.

DKS likely to induct 
more young faces: GP

The DyCM said he 
has learned that 

certain "parameters" 
are being discussed 

and higher 
representation for 

youngsters is  
among them.

K’taka govt forms SIT to probe 
‘land encroachment’ by AoL

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government 
has constituted a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) to 
probe allegations that Art 
of Living, founded by 
spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar, and its affiliates 
have encroached upon public 
lands.

The 11-member SIT, headed 
by Bengaluru Regional Com-
missioner Amlan Aditya 
Biswas, has been given three 
months to submit its report.

The Art of Living, Ved Vig-
nan Maha Vidya Peeth (VVM-
VP), Sumeru Global Support 
Solutions Pvt Ltd and Sumeru 
Realty Pvt Ltd will be subject-
ed to the SIT probe, the gov-
ernment said in an order.

The SIT will look into 290 
acres of land held by the Art of 
Living, which apparently in-
cludes government land re-
served for pasture (_gomala_), 
a lake and non-cultivable pub-
lic land (_kharab_).

“We have also received a 
petition that the Art of Living 
is in possession of 150 acres of 
land belonging to SC/STs. We 
had received several com-

plaints in the past as 
well. The SIT will ex-

amine all this,” Deputy 
Chief Minister G Paramesh-
wara, who is also the revenue 
minister, said after meeting 
Dalit forums on Tuesday.

As per the order, a revenue 
survey done in October 2025 
revealed “systematic, direct 
and indirect encroachment of 
government gomala land 
through lease and suspicious 
documents”. The survey was 
done based on a court direction 
in September that year.

The allegations relate to 
lands in Kaggalipura, BM Ka-
val and Agara villages in Ut-
tarahalli hobli of Bengaluru 
South taluk.

At Kaggalipura, 41 acres of 
_gomala_ land was leased to 
the Art of Living in February 
1985 for a 40-year period for 
Rs 500 a year. “For decades, 
the lease amount wasn’t re-
vised. While the lease period 

ended, various organisations 
under this group hold posses-
sion of valuable land on which 
large structures have been 
built. Besides continuing to 
use this land illegally, the or-
ganisation has encroached 
government and private lands 
on the basis of this (lease),” 
the order stated.

The SIT will look at the pos-
session of 290.38 acres of 
land, the manner in which they 
were acquired, violations of 
legal and lease conditions and 
other irregularities.

Public land encroachment
Systematic, unauthorized occupation 

of government lands reserved for 
pasture (gomala), lakes, and non-cul-

tivable commons (kharab).

Allegations involving SC/ST land
Petitions claiming that nearly 150 

acres belonging to SC/ST  
communities were improperly  

absorbed into the campus.
Document fraud

Investigation into potential forged 
grants, fraudulent land records, and 

violations of original lease conditions.

Core charges 
being evaluated

Woman's body in 
stuffed suitcase 

found floating in 
B'luru lake

BENGALURU
 

In a shocking development, a 
woman's body stuffed inside a 
suitcase was found floating in 
a lake in Kumbalgodu of West 
Bengaluru.

The suitcase containing the 
body was recovered from 
Ramohalli Lake, which falls 
under the jurisdiction of Kum-
balgodu Police Station in Ben-
galuru's South West division.

According to preliminary 
information, local residents 
spotted the suitcase floating in 
the lake and alerted the police. 
A police team immediately 
rushed to the spot and initiated 
efforts to retrieve the body 
from the water. The deceased 
has been identified as Jayam-
ma (61), a resident of Kengeri. 

According to police, Jayam-
ma’s family filed a missing 
person case on July 16, stating 
that she disappeared after 3.35 
pm the previous day when she 
left home. Her phone was later 
found switched off. The family 
inquired with friends, family 
and neighbours but failed to 
find her, according to the FIR.

10 held for attacking civic officials 
during B’luru footpath eviction drive
BENGALURU

 
Violence erupted during an an-
ti-footpath encroachment drive 
in Bengaluru's Shivajinagar af-
ter street vendors allegedly at-
tacked Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) officials, who 
had arrived to clear encroach-
ments from public footpaths, on 
Tuesday.

The anti-encroachment drive 
has been underway across Ben-
galuru since July 1. However, 
this is the first major incident 
of violence reported against of-
ficials involved in the exercise.

The officials injured in the 
attack are Assistant Executive 
Engineer Madhav Rao and As-
sistant Engineers Gautham and 
Ruchita. 

Police have registered a case 
and arrested 10 people in con-
nection with the assault. Those 
arrested have been identified as 
Rangaswamy (49), Kiran (34), 
Ranjit (19), Muzahid Ahmad 
(39), Kottresh (26), Raghu (28), 
Parasuram (27), Parthiban (23), 
Basavaraj (28), and Barath 
(24). More arrests are likely as 
the investigation progresses. 
Joint Commissioner of Police 
(East) Ramesh Banoth said the 

officials were at-
tacked while car-
rying out  the 
eviction of illegal 
encroachments.

"They came to evict 
illegal encroachments and were 
suddenly attacked. A com-
plaint has been lodged, and 
we have arrested 10 people. 
We are examining CCTV 
footage to identify others 
involved, and they too will 
be arrested. We have also 
provided additional protec-
tion to GBA employees," he 
said.

Reacting to the incident, 
Bengaluru Development Min-
ister Krishna Byre Gowda 
strongly condemned the attack 
and warned of strict action 
against those involved.

Drive to continue: Min 
The footpath clearance drive, 
undertaken in the larger public 
interest, will continue without 
yielding to pressure, intimida-
tion, or violence. No individual 
or group is above the law. The 
government will firmly protect 
its officials in the discharge of 
their lawful duties and remain 
unwavering in its commitment 
to safeguarding the rights and 
safety of every citizen.

They are anti-social elements. 
Assaulting government 

representatives while 
implementing Hon Supreme 
Court direction is a serious 
violation of law. We stand 

solidly with officers and will 
not spare anyone assaulting 

officers while on duty.
—Krishna byre Gowda, Minister
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Govt high schools to introduce AI as vocational subject 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Department of School Ed-
ucation and literacy has intro-
duced artificial intelligence (AI) 
as a vocational subject for 
classes 9 and 10 under the Na-
tional Skills Qualifications 
Framework (NSQF), allowing 
students to opt for it instead of 
a third language. 

Following approval from the 
Project Approval Board, AI will 
be introduced in 1,642 govern-
ment high schools across Kar-
nataka, including 1,180 newly 
approved high schools, 381 
NSQF schools, and 81 existing 
single-sector schools. In the 81 

schools, existing vocational 
subjects such as beauty and 
wellness, retail, and apparel will 
be replaced by AI. 

The programme, to be imple-
mented by Samagra Shikshana 
Karnataka (SSK), aims to equip 

students with 21st-century skills 
such as problem-solving, criti-
cal thinking, technical knowl-
edge, and employability.To 
support the rollout, SSK has 
directed each school to appoint 
one AI guest teacher for the 

2026-27 academic year at an ho 
norarium of Rs 20,000 a month. 

Recruitment will be carried 
out by a selection committee 
headed by the school develop-
ment and monitoring commit-
tee, with appointments to be 
completed by July 28. Eligible 
candidates must possess a bach-
elor’s degree in computer appli-
cations, computer science or 
information technology, a di-
ploma in computer science or 
information technology, or a 
postgraduate diploma in com-
puter applications. 

They should also have at least 
one year of work experience 
and proficiency in the local lan-

guage and English. Applications 
will be invited publicly, with 
selections made as per govt-pre-
scribed eligibility criteria. An 
SSK circular has also directed 
authorities to redeploy third-lan-
guage teachers from schools 
implementing AI to nearby govt 
schools facing teacher shortage. 

Responding to the concerns, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
Rashmi V Mahesh said:, third 
language will be taught in flag-
ship schools in the lower class-
es. In flagship schools like 
KPS, there is a huge demand 
for future-aligned skill educa-
tion among students. We are 
bringing AI into school curricu-

lum as a vocational/skill sub-
ject, which is NSQF-aligned. 

Future-aligned skill educa-
tion programme is one of our 
eight education guarantees. As 
per already existing rules, stu-
dents can take either an NSQF 
subject or third language. Here, 
we are facilitating students to 
develop emerging skill compe-
tencies, which can also be con-
tinued in I and II PU through AI 
NSQF-aligned course. The con-
cern of teachers was the trans-
fers, we’ve assured them there 
will be no transfers. She also 
said private unaided schools 
could offer NSQF-recognised 
AI as a vocational course.

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN TEACHING

QUICK READ

Power outage:  
Metro services 

suspended
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Metro traffic were suspend-
ed between Yeshwant-

pur-Nagasandra due to a 
power outage on the Nam-
ma Metro Green Line metro 

track. There has been a 
power outage since 8:00 
a.m. Metro trains are run-

ning in a short-loop only be-
tween Silk Institute and Ye-

shwanthpur stations. Our 
technical teams are working 

urgently to resume metro 
services as soon as possi-

ble. We regret the inconven-
ience caused to the passen-

gers, BMRCL officials said.

Leopard warning 
board installed 

in front of house
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

It is common to put up a warn-
ing board in front of the house 
saying that there is a dog in 
front of the house. However, a 
warning poster has been put up 
in Bharat Nagar. Residents have 
been pasting posters on the 
streets and in front of their 
houses to warn others not to 
move around at night.

The forest department staff 
will come and go. I’m not trying 
to find it seriously. Residents 
who have been posting satirical 
posts have tried to warn them.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Niti Aayog’s latest report, re-
leased early this month, has 
recommended fast-tracking 
three key infrastructure proj-
ects: Peripheral Ring Road 
(PRR), Metro connectivity to 
Bengaluru airport, and Subur-
ban Rail Project (BSRP). 

The report, Investment 
Friendliness Index, evaluated 
states based on readiness to 
attract, facilitate and sustain 
investments. It said there was 
a dire need for speedy devel-
opment of the pending proj-
ects to improve Bengaluru’s 
overall quality of life and 
business operations. 

Interestingly, PRR and Met-
ro projects have been running 
behind schedule by several 
months despite deadlines be-
ing extended multiple times. 

Niti Aayog advised that the 
suburban rail project should 
be prioritised to reduce traffic 
and improve connectivity. 
The joint project between the 
Centre and the state was ap-
proved in 2020, and not even 
one of the four corridors has 
been commissioned yet. 

The report said the city’s 
infrastructure, if improved, 

can positively uplift the per-
ception of global companies 
and visitors, attracting more 
investment and talent to the 
region.

City-based rail expert San-
jeev Dyamanavar said that 
while PRR helps in reaching 
from satellite towns to the air-
port without cutting through 
the city, suburban rail serves 

a different purpose since traf-
fic comes from either Byap-
panahalli or Yeshwantpur.
According to Dyamanavar, a 
Metro line to the airport will 
not guarantee a reduction in 
traffic. Congestion will still 
continue since passengers and 
associated activities will in-
crease at the airport. In the 
past 2-3 years, traffic on KIA 
road has increased.  

For 10 years, we’ve been 
demanding that these projects 
be completed. Thanks to de-
lays, the financial burden has 
ballooned since these projects 
are funded partially through 
loans, said Rajesh Bhat, a mo-
bility activist. Despite having 
existing tracks, there is no 
provisional suburban rail sys-
tem. The govt is focused on 
unscientific flyovers and tun-
nels, he added.

Niti Aayog flags B’luru gridlock, pushes rail, ring road
Terming the city traffic “challenging”, Niti Aayog has urged Karnataka to fast-track the PRR, suburban rail and 
airport metro, warning that without rapid mass-transit expansion the city’s mobility and economy will suffer.

Gridlock a major friction point for business
Flagging Bengaluru’s gridlock as a major friction point for business, Niti Aay-

og’s recent Investment Friendliness Index urges Karnataka to fast-track 
three key infrastructural projects: the Peripheral Ring Road, the Airport Met-
ro, and the long-delayed Suburban Rail Project. The Niti Aayog report notes 

that poor mobility and infrastructure stifle economic growth. 

The three targeted solutions aim to decongest the city’s overflowing arter-
ies by rerouting freight traffic and offering robust public transit options:

n PERIPHERAL RING ROAD (PRR): Now designated 
as the Bengaluru Business Corridor, this 73-km stretch 
aims to create an outer loop for the city, allowing heavy 
and commercial vehicles to bypass central hubs entirely.

n Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project (BSRP): The 
much-awaited commuter rail network aims to link the 
city center to satellite towns and industrial areas (like 
Whitefield and Devanahalli), taking thousands of private 
vehicles off major roadways.

n Airport Metro Extension: Fast-tracking the 58-km 
Blue Line will provide high-speed, direct transit from the 
Central Silk Board to Kempegowda International Airport.

Proposed solutions

Edu dept proposes to shield 
teachers from poll, survey duties 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The proposal, which is being 
prepared, seeks to ensure that 
teachers are deployed for 
non-academic duties only after 
exhausting personnel from oth-
er government departments.

The education department is 
expected to circulate the pro-
posal to various departments 
for their views before placing 
it before the cabinet. Under the 
proposed framework, teachers 
from single-teacher schools 
will not be deployed for such 
duties. In schools with two 
teachers, neither teacher will 
be taken away. In primary 
schools with a larger number 
of teachers, not more than 50 
percent of the teaching staff 
would be deployed for non-ac-
ademic duties. 

The department has pro-
posed to completely insulate 

teachers handling classes 9 to 
12 from such deployment, cit-
ing the importance of prepar-
ing students for public exam-
inations. While classes 9 to 12 
are outside the ambit of the 
Right to Education Act, the de-
partment believes that the crit-
ical nature of the responsibili-
ties handled by teachers at 
these levels warrants their ex-
clusion. 

The deployment of teachers 
would be coordinated with the 
assistance of deputy directors 
of public instruction (DDPIs) 
and Block-level Education Of-
ficers (BEOs), who would be 
given a separate charter for the 
purpose. The proposal also en-
visages obtaining a non-avail-
ability certificate from other 
govt departments before seek-
ing teachers. The proposal is 
being drawn up against the 
backdrop of concerns over 

learning loss caused by the de-
ployment of teachers for the 
current Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR). The education  
department is also examining 
whether the proposed frame-
work would withstand legal 
scrutiny, given the provisions 
of the Representation of the 
People Act and the Disaster 
Management Act, under which 
govt employees, including 
teachers, can be requisitioned 
for specific duties.

The main concern for us 
now is whether an act like this 
will stand the test of law or 
scrutiny. But we are going with 
it in the larger public interest. 
It is the economically most 
vulnerable sections who access 
our schools. 

These activities could cause 
a huge learning loss, Addition-
al Chief Secretary Rashmi V 
Mahesh said. 

Teachers are mandatory 
to be taken like any other govt 
servant for election purposes 
under the Representation of the 
People Act and the Disaster 
Management Act. Nevertheless, 
we are proposing to insulate 
some teachers from mandatory 
deployment in the larger public 
interest.

—Rashmi V Mahesh, 
Additional Chief Secretary

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The National Testing Agency 
hich has been accused of leak-
ing question papers. The pro-
testers, gathered at Freedom 
Park under the banner of 
All-India Students Association 
(AISA), included teachers and 
elderly citizens seeking ac-
countability and transparency 
in the country’s education sys-
tem. 

They alleged the Union gov-
ernment hasn’t been engaging 
in a dialogue with students, 
who have been at the receiving 
end of troubles because of ques-
tion paper leaks and non-avail-
ability of jobs. Coming in the 
backdrop of student-led protests 
in Delhi, the demonstrators here 
expressed solidarity with inno-
vator and educationist Sonam 
Wangchuk, who was on a hun-
ger strike demanding educa-
tional reforms before being 
hospitalised. 

Several students raised plac-
ards, demanding answers and 
invoking satirical cartoons. A 
placard raised by a protester 
read, “Ee sala justice namde”, 

while another one representing 
Gen Z shouted, Baddies want 
corruption-free education sys-
tem. Collectively, protesters 
recited Bob Dylan’s “Blowin’ 
in the Wind”. 

Drawing inspiration from the 
iconic song, a young protester 
screamed, How many student 
suicides must it take for govern-
ment to open its eyes, I’ve gath-
ered here to demand answers 
for the lives of innocent stu-
dents lost due to paper leak. 

Even when I studied a few 
years ago, there were paper 
leaks; my own exam paper was 

leaked and there was no ac-
countability. I don’t think much 
will change after this protest 
also, but I feel we, as youth, 
should express ourselves, said 
Yamini Sathavalli, a former 
medical aspirant. 

Parents who gathered at the 
protest said the hard work put 
in by students has gone unrec-
ognised. Exams do not concern 
students alone, it affects the en-
tire family. As parents, we have 
high hopes for our children, 
both my kids are engineers and 
till date, they are struggling to 
find employment. The system 
needs to address these challeng-
es, said Yashodhara Nandana, a 
homemaker. 

Gaurav Sen, a young online 
educator, pointed out that only 
on-ground action will solve the 
problems of students. Until 
now I was active on social me-
dia and in my friends’ circle, 
but coming to the protest site 
tells those in power that we are 
here. The limit of patience has 
been tested, for almost 10 
years, we have been put 
through systems that are fail-
ing, he claimed.

NEET fiasco: Students, parents demand answers

Hundreds of  
students and 

parents hit streets 
demanding the 

resignation of  Union 
Education Minister 

Dharmendra 
Pradhan in the 

backdrop of  the 
NEET paper leak 
and demanding 

scrapping of  NTA.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Greater Bengaluru Authority 
(GBA) will launch a month-
long plantation drive from Au-
gust 15, with plans to plant 
64,000 saplings across the city’s 
five municipal corporations.

Announcing Bengaluru Ha-
sirooru Green City campaign as 
a public-private planting pro-
gramme, Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda said the initiative aims 
at increasing the city’s green 
cover amid concerns over dete-
riorating air quality. Over 9.6 
crore has been earmarked in the 
budgets of the five corporations 
for the programme. 

The Minister said the number 
of trees planted in the city over 
the past two decades did not 
match the figures reflected in 

GBA’s tree census, highlighting 
the need for systematic planta-
tion and monitoring.GBA has 
invited applications from Resi-
dent Welfare Associations 
(RWAs) to participate in the 
drive. RWAs with sufficient 
space to accommodate at least 

30 saplings, with spacing of 12 
feet between trees, can register 
through GBA’s plantation portal 
or by email. Applications will 
be accepted till Aug 10.The re-
maining saplings will be plant-
ed on lake premises, along 
roads and in other public spac-
es. The plantation work will be 
taken up through contractors 
following a tendering process. 

Species including mahogany, 
Tabebuia rosea, honge (Indian 
beech), neem and jamun have 
been shortlisted for the drive. 
GBA is also considering includ-
ing fruit-bearing species.

Many of the vehicles parked 
near police stations and on foot-
paths are involved in police 
cases, with around 80% linked 
to serious offences and the re-
maining 20 percent to minor 
cases, the Minister said.

GBA officials, JCB driver assaulted 
during footpath clearance in Shivajinagar 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Safe Footpath Campaign 
drive in Shivajinagar turned 
violent after unidentified per-
sons allegedly attacked GBA 
officials and a JCB driver 
during an encroachment re-
moval operation on Day 21 of 
the city-wide campaign.

A footpath encroachment re-
moval drive under Bengaluru’s 
Safe Footpath Campaign 
turned violent in Shivajinagar 
after a group of unidentified 
persons allegedly attacked of-
ficials carrying out the opera-
tion. The incident took place 
on Day 21 of the city-wide 
campaign launched by Benga-
luru Development Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda.

The operation was being 
conducted around the Shivaji-
nagar Bus Stand, where offi-
cials were removing illegal 
encroachments from the foot-
paths to restore space for pe-
destrians. During the drive, a 
group of unidentified persons 
allegedly objected to the clear-
ance work and suddenly as-

saulted the officials on duty. 
Among those injured was 

GBA Assistant Executive Engi-
neer (AEE) Madhav Rao, who 
was reportedly attacked during 
the operation. The JCB driver 
engaged in the demolition work 
was also assaulted and sus-
tained injuries. It is learned that 
the officials were sprayed pep-
per spray too. A number of offi-
cials were reportedly attacked 
on the spot while carrying out 
their official duties.

According to the informa-
tion available, the attackers 
questioned the encroachment 
removal drive before physical-
ly assaulting the officials. Eye-
witness accounts indicate that 
the officials and staff were 

chased and attacked on the 
road by unidentified local per-
sons.

The incident has raised seri-
ous concerns over the safety of 
civic officials conducting en-
forcement drives. Questions are 
also being raised over whether 
adequate police personnel were 
deployed for the operation, es-
pecially in a sensitive area such 
as Shivajinagar. Despite the 
possibility of resistance during 
such drives, the available secu-
rity on the ground was reported-
ly insufficient to prevent the 
attack. The assault has also 
sparked concerns over law en-
forcement during civic opera-
tions. The incident has prompt-
ed questions about whether 
those obstructing official du-
ties believe they can act with-
out fear of legal consequences, 
and whether the same rules are 
being enforced uniformly 
across all parts of Bengaluru.

The Safe Footpath Cam-
paign has already led to the 
removal of hundreds of en-
croachments across the city 
over the past three weeks. 

GBA to plant 64K saplings from Aug 15

Probe against  
Sahukar’s daughter: 

HC issues  
notice to CBI 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has issued  
notices to the state government 
and the CBI on a petition  
seeking a CBI investigation 
into a criminal case registered 
at the Vidhana Soudha police 
station against Suma S Sahu-
kar, daughter of Shivashan-
karappa Sahukar, who was the 
chairman of the Karnataka 
Public Service Commission 
(KPSC), for allegedly defraud-
ing government employees by 
submitting false caste and in-
come certificates.

Vijayapura MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal and Akhal 
Karnataka State Students’  
Association President R Kan-
takumar filed a petition, and a 
bench headed by Justice  
M. Nagaprasanna, which 
heard the petition, issued  
notices to the respondents, the 
Chief Secretary to the  
state government, the CBI and 
the Vidhana Soudha Police 
Sta t ion  Inspector,  and  
adjourned the hearing to  
July 29.
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Governor visit preparations tightened for smooth arrangements
GADAG

District Collector C.N. Sridhar 
held a preparation and protocol 
meeting at the district adminis-
tration building ahead of Karna-
taka’s Governor’s visit to Gajen-
dragad on July 23. He instructed 
officials to complete all arrange-
ments properly without any mis-
takes during the visit.

The Collector said that fol-
lowing protocol rules is very 
important and warned that neg-
ligence would not be accepted. 
He asked officers to carry out 
their duties responsibly and en-
sure smooth coordination be-
tween all departments. He direc 
ted authorities to repair roads 
on the Governor’s route and ta 
ke steps to avoid traffic prob-
lems.He said many people are 

expected to attend the progra 
mme at TTD Kalyan Man-
dapam in Gajendragad town. 
Officials were instructed to ar-
range proper parking, drinking 
water, medical facilities, secu-
rity and crowd control mea-
sures. Alternative arrangements 
should also be made for the 

public if required. HESCOM 
officials were asked to provide 
uninterrupted power supply 
during the stage programme 
and keep backup systems 
ready. The Collector also di-
rected departments including 
fire services, cleanliness, traf-
fic, medical teams and security 

personnel to work together. He 
said every officer must remain 
alert and co mplete assigned 
duties on time.

The meeting concluded with 
instructions to maintain high 
standards throughout the Gov-
ernor’s visit. The administra-
tion stated that coordinated 

efforts from all departments 
would help conduct the pro-
gramme successfully and en-
sure a safe experience for visi-
tors and the public. Officials 
were also told to monitor every 
arrangement carefully and re-
port any issue immediately to 
senior authorities. 

GOVERNOR-TOUR-ARRANGEMENTS

QUICK READ

Koppal cultural  
groups invited  

to seek funding
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Applications have been  
invited from registered  
organisations in Koppal 

district for financial  
assistance under the  

General, Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe 

schemes for 2026-27.  
The Department of  

Kannada and Culture  
said eligible groups  
promoting cultural  

activities, purchasing  
musical instruments and 
costumes, or organising 
painting and sculpture  
exhibitions can apply 

through Sevasindhu by 
August 20. Officials said 

funding guidelines are 
available online.  

Applications submitted 
after the deadline or  

outside Sevasindhu will 
not be accepted.  

Interested organisations 
were advised to apply  

early and check all  
required documents  
before submission to 

avoid rejection and ensure 
timely consideration for  

financial support this year 
successfully.

NARAGUND

Taluk Panchayat Executive 
Officer Sridhar Chingundi has 
warned that negligence in tax 
collection by Gram Panchayat 
officials will not be tolerated. 
He said improving tax collec-
tion is important for making 
Gram Panchayats financially 
stronger.

Addressing the progress re-
view meeting of watermen and 
tax collectors at the Taluk Pan-
chayat hall, Chingundi in-
structed officials to prepare a 
list of tax defaulters and take 
steps to collect pending 
amounts. He suggested that 
staff should visit houses and 
collect taxes before people 
leave for their daily activities.

He said the collected tax 
amount should be deposited 
directly into the bank account 
of the Gram Panchayat. When 
people pay taxes on time, Pan-
chayats can provide better fa-
cilities and services. He also 

questioned officials who 
showed slow progress in col-
lection and warned that re-
sponsible staff would face ac-
tion if the situation continued.

Speaking about drinking 
water supply, the EO advised 
watermen to ensure uninter-
rupted supply in villages due 
to reduced rainfall. 

He stressed the need to pro-
tect water sources, prevent 
wastage and immediately re-
port any supply problems to 
the concerned authorities for 
quick solutions.

During the meeting, tax col-
lectors from Konnur, Hunashi-
katti, Shirola and Vasana Gram 
Panchayats were honoured for 
collecting the highest tax 
amount in June. They were feli 
citated with shawls and garlan 
ds as a mark of appreciation.

Chingundi said similar rec-
ognition would be given to tax 
collectors who achieve better 
results in the coming months. 
Taluk Panchayat Planning  
Officer Mahantesh Nittali, 
Panchayat Raj Assistant  
Director Krishnamma Hadi-

mani and officials from vari-
ous Gram Panchayats attended 
the meeting.

Panchayat officials warned 
over tax collection negligence
Chingundi directed officials to identify tax defaulters and collect pending 

dues through house visits before residents leave for daily activities

n �Officials instructed to pre-
pare list of tax defaulters

n �Tax collectors urged for 
faster pending amount 
recovery

n �Gram Panchayats must 
deposit collected taxes 
directly into accounts

n �Watermen advised un-
interrupted village water 
supply during drought

n �Four Gram Panchayats 
awarded for highest June 
tax collection

n �Slow-performing officials 
warned of possible action 
for delays

Key instructions 
from review meeting

Awareness drive held on 
rural employment scheme

KOPPAL

A special awareness programme on 
the Vikasit Bharat Guarantee for 
Employment and Livelihood Mis-
sion (Rural) was organised at Ken-
chanadoni Tanda under Kallatha-
varagera Gram Panchayat in Kop-
pal taluk. 

The programme was held during 
the Sitla festival celebrated by the 
Banjara community after the Man-
nett new moon. Taluk Panchayat 
VBG Ram G Scheme IEC Coordi-
nator Devaraj Pattara explained the 
objectives and benefits of the 
scheme to residents. He said the 
programme aims to provide up to 
125 days of local employment to 
each rural family and prevent mi-
gration of labourers in search of 
work. He explained that the 
scheme gives equal wages to men 
and women and focuses on works 
such as water conservation, irriga-
tion development, groundwater 
recharge, watershed improvement 
and restoration of water bodies. He 
said these activities would help 
strengthen villages and contribute 
to the goal of building a developed 
India.

Pattara informed that the scheme 
is implemented through an online 
system to maintain transparency at 
every stage. He urged workers to 
make use of the available opportu-
nities and participate in approved 
projects. He said the current wage 
is Rs.382 per person per day and 
payments are made according to 
the measurement of completed 
work. He encouraged villagers to 

“The scheme provides 
equal wages for men and 
women while focusing on water 
conservation, irrigation 
development, and restoring 
water resources to strengthen 
villages.” 

—Devaraj Pattara 
IEC Coordinator 

The programme 
explained scheme 

benefits during the Sitla 
festival, highlighting 

125 days of rural 
employment to reduce 

labour migration 

Karnataka Governor will visit Gajendragad on July 23 to attend 
the convocation programme of Bhagwan Mahavira Jain Ayurvedic 

Medical College. Officials discussed the visit arrangements during a 
meeting chaired by Deputy Collector Dr. Duragesh K.R. The Governor 

will arrive at Hubballi by special flight at 9.15 am and travel to Ga-
jendragad by road. He will reach the tourist temple at 10.50 am and 
attend the programme at TTD Kalyan Mandapam at 11.15 am. After 
the event, he will return to Hubballi and travel to Bengaluru. District 

officials reviewed security and other arrangements for the visit.

Governor’s tour programme details

KOPPAL

Koppal Taluk Panchayat Exec-
utive Officer and Taluk SVEEP 
Committee Chairman Dundap-
pa Turadi urged all eligible 
voters to cooperate with Booth 
Level Officers during the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls being con-
ducted under the directions of 
the Election Commission of 
India. He stressed that provid-
ing accurate information is es-
sential to ensure a correct and 
updated voter list.

He was speaking at an aware-
ness programme organised 
jointly by the Koppal Taluk 
SVEEP Committee and the Vot-
ers’ Literacy Association at the 
Government Girls’ Pre-Univer-
sity College. Turadi explained 

that the revision aims to include 
eligible voters and identify du-
plicate, shifted, deceased and 
other ineligible entries in the 
electoral rolls.

He informed that Booth Lev-
el Officers will conduct door-
to-door verification from June 
30 to July 29. Each household 
will be visited up to three times 

to collect voter details and SIR 
application forms. He urged cit-
izens to use the opportunity to 
update their information and 
ensure that new eligible voters 
are added to the electoral rolls.

As part of the awareness 
campaign, more than 650 girl 
students participated in a rally 
through major roads in Koppal 

town. The march began from 
the college and passed through 
Mundaragi Bhimaraya Circle, 
Ashoka Circle, Divatara Circle 
and Medara Oni before return-
ing to the campus. Cultural per-
formances added enthusiasm to 
the programme.

Government Girls’ Pre-Uni-
versity College Principal Shiva-
nanda A.R., Vice Principal V.G. 
Sudimath, Panchayat Raj Assis-
tant Director Mahesh, Electoral 
Literacy Association Pro-
gramme Officer Siddappa Meli, 
NSS Programme Officer Para-
suram K., lecturer Manjunath, 
Taluk IEC Coordinator Devaraj 
Pattar and other officials at-
tended the event. Organisers 
said public participation is vital 
for preparing an accurate and 
inclusive electoral roll.

Voters Urged To Support Electoral Roll Revision Proc

Turadi said the revision will include eligible voters and remove duplicate, 
shifted, deceased, and other ineligible entries from electoral rolls

HUBBALLI

Vaishnavi G. Kashi, a talented 
student of Sevabharati 
Child Welfare Center 
in  Hubba l l i ,  has 
brought pride to her 
institution by securing 
the highest grade in 
the diploma examina-
tion at Allora Institute, 
Hubballi. With this 
achievement, Vaishna-
vi has taken an im-
portant step towards her 
dream of pursuing engineer-
ing education. She is now pre-

paring to continue her higher 
studies with great interest and 
determination.

The success of 
Vaishnavi high-
lights the valuable 
support provided 
by  Sevabhara t i 
Child Welfare Cen-
ter. The institution 
helped her through-
out her education 
by offering guid-
ance, facilities and 

financial assistance whenever 
needed. Child Welfare Center 
President Kamala Joshi 

played an important role by 
providing encouragement, 
care and support like a family 
member. Vaishnavi expressed 
her gratitude and said that she 
could not have achieved this 
success without the continu-
ous motivation and help of 
the institution and Kamala 
Joshi. The social service ef-
forts of Sevabharati Child 
Welfare Center have received 
appreciation from many peo-
ple. The centre continues to 
support students and encour-
age their dreams through ed-
ucation and care.

Kashi achieves success with welfare support

GADAG

Devaramani has assumed 
charge as the new Deputy Di-
rector of Gadag District Trea-
sury Department following a 
government order. A felicitation 
programme was organised at the 
district treasury office on Tues-
day to welcome him. Officers 
and staff members honoured 
Devaramani by presenting a 
shawl and garland of flowers 
during the event. 

They appreciated his admin-
istrative experience and dedica-
tion to service, expressing con-
fidence that the treasury depart-
ment would function more ef-
fectively under his leadership. 
Devaramani said he would fo-
cus on transparent, responsible 
and citizen-friendly administra-
tion while following govern-
ment rules and procedures. He 
added that cooperation from offi 
cers and employees would help 

improve the smooth functioning 
of the department and ensure 
better service delivery to people.

Commissioner of Lakkundi 
Heritage Area Development Au-
thority Dr. Sharanu Gogeri, As-
sistant Director of Tourism De-
partment Kotresh Vibhuti, Shi-
vakumar Kuri, M.H. Kambali 
and officials from various de-
partments attended the ceremo-
ny and congratulated the new 
Deputy Director on his appoint-
ment. The programme was held 
in a friendly atmosp here with 
officials wishing Devaramani a 
successful tenure. The depart-
ment staff expres sed hope that 
his experience and guidance 
would bring positive changes in 
treasury administration across 
Gadag district. Deva ramani 
thanked everyone for the warm 
welcome and promised to work 
with commitment and sin cerity 
for the effective implementation 
of govt financial services. 

Gadag treasury gets  
new Deputy Director

KARWAR

A case has been registered 
against the owner and staff of 
a private resort in Dandeli af-
ter a tourist suffered serious 

injuries in a zipline accident. 
The incident occurred on 

July 3 at Sterling River Re-
sort, where 24-year-old Kuber 
Surpur from Vijayapura fell 
from a height of nearly 40 

feet after the safety lock of 
the zipline reportedly broke 
during the adventure activity. 
The entire incident was re-
corded on his brother’s mo-
bile phone.

HARAPANAHALLI

Booth Level Officer S.M. 
Nagaraj was felicitated for 
successfully completing the 
SIR process with full accu-
racy at booth number 163 in 
Nittur Basapura. Harapana-
halli Block Congress Com-
mittee President M.V. Anji-
nappa and Campaign Com-
mittee President Poojar 
Krishna Naik appreciated 
Nagaraj’s dedication and 
honoured him for his effor 
ts. They said such recogni-
tion encourages officials 
working honestly and respo 
nsibly in election duties. Na 
garaj’s careful and commit-
ted work during the SIR pro 
cess was praised by leaders 
and members present at the 
event.

BLO Nagaraj 
honoured for 

successful SIR work

Dandeli zipline accident leads to police case

complete registration, obtain 
guarantee cards and use the 
employment opportunities 
provided by the Gram Pan-
chayat. He said working un-
der the scheme would help 
families become financially 
stronger.

Former Gram Panchayat 
President Gangappa Nayak, 
Tanda leader Amaresha Jinna-
pura, school headmaster Fa-
kirappa, Gram Panchayat staff 
members, employment assis-
tants and local residents par-
ticipated in the programme. 
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Magadi launches 
100 day dengue 

control drive
Magadi

A special 100-day larval 
survey drive has started in 
Magadi to control dengue 
and chikungunya diseases 
during monsoon season. 

Health officials said work-
ers will visit homes regu-
larly to identify mosquito 
breeding places and re-

move stagnant water 
sources. Taluk Health Of-
ficer Dr. Ramachandraya 
urged people to keep sur-

roundings clean and follow 
preventive measures every 
week. Authorities advised 

citizens to empty water 
containers and cooperate 
with health teams during 
the campaign. Officials 

warned that Aedes mos-
quitoes spread infections 

and asked residents to 
seek medical help for 

symptoms like fever and 
body pain immediately. 

The initiative aims to pre-
vent outbreaks.

SATISH JARKIHOLI URGES 
YOUTH TO AVOID DRUGS

JARKIHOLI SAID YOUTH ARE THE NATION’S STRENGTH AND URGED STUDENTS 
TO DEVELOP VALUES, SKILLS, AND AVOID FALLING INTO DRUG NETWORKS

BELAGAVI

Public Works Minister Satish 
Jarkiholi urged students and 
young people to stay away 
from drug addiction and focus 
on education, discipline and 
building a better future. He was 
speaking after inaugurating the 
‘Beda Bro’ anti-drug awareness 
programme at Sangolli Rayan-
na College in Belagavi.

The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the Police De-
partment and district adminis-
tration to create awareness 
among students about the 
harmful effects of drug abuse. 
The Minister said drug addic-
tion affects health, education, 
families and society, and 
called for joint efforts from 
police, educational institu-
tions, parents and the public to 
control the issue.

Jarkiholi said youth are the 
valuable strength of the coun-
try and their energy should be 
used for positive activities. He 
advised students to develop 
good habits, moral values and 
skills instead of falling into the 

trap of drug networks.
Police Commissioner Bo-

rase Bhushan Gulbarao said 
drug addiction has become a 
serious concern and the gov-
ernment’s awareness campaign 
aims to protect young people 
from its harmful impact. He 
said similar programmes 
would be expanded to ta-
luk-level areas to reach more 
students.

Deputy Commissioner Mo-
hammad Roshan advised 
youngsters to follow a healthy 
lifestyle and avoid habits like 
smoking and other harmful ac-
tivities. Superintendent of Po-
lice K. Ramarajan said pre-
venting drug abuse is not only 
the duty of police but also re-
quires support from parents, 
teachers, students and society.

Awareness documentaries 
from the ‘Beda Bro’ and ‘Rise’ 
campaigns were screened 
during the programme. MLA 
Asif (Raju) Sait, Channamma 
University Vice-Chancellor 
C.M. Thyagaraja, lecturers, 
students and officials attended 
the event.

Satish Jarkiholi hints new minister for Belagavi
Karnataka's PWD Minister Satish Jarkiholi said one 
more minister may be selected for Belagavi district 
after the Congress high command reviews names 

of senior leaders. He said he has no personal choice 
among aspirants and will support anyone chosen by 
the party leadership. Jarkiholi said the final decision 
will consider experience, regional balance and other 
factors before cabinet expansion. He added that a 

Muslim leader from Belagavi may get an opportunity 
depending on the high command's decision. He said 
the selection process would benefit the district and 
strengthen representation in the state government 

after the new appointment.

BJP accused of voter 
deletion during revision

HUBBALLI

AICC secretary Anjali Nim-
balkar alleged that BJP was 
attempting to remove names 
of pro-Congress voters from 
electoral rolls through the 
Special Intensive Revision 
process. She made the state-
ment while addressing report-
ers in Hubballi on Tuesday 
and said the issue required 
serious attention.

She claimed that minority, 
SC, ST and OBC voters in 
Hubballi-Dharwad East and 
Central Assembly segments 
were being targeted during 
the revision exercise. Nim-
balkar said Congress workers 
and booth level agents had 
been instructed to verify voter 
details carefully and help cit-
izens check their names in the 
lists. She urged people to re-
port missing names to offi-
cials and submit required doc-
uments for correction.

The Congress leader said 
voters whose names were ab-
sent from previous electoral 
rolls should complete the nec-
essary forms before the dead-
line to restore their registra-
tion. She also advised citizens 
to remain alert and protect 
their voting rights.

The party leader further 

criticized po-
l ice act ion 
against stu-
dents protest-
ing at Jantar 
Mantar over 
NEET issues 
and called it 
unacceptable. 
She accused 
t h e  U n i o n 
government 
of ignoring 
concerns related to alleged 
question paper leaks and de-
manded action against re-
sponsible officials. Nimbalkar 
announced that NSUI units 
would hold statewide protests 
against the treatment of pro-
testing students in Delhi.

She said democratic rights 
of students and voters must be 
respected by authorities at all 
levels. Congress representa-

tives stated that they would 
continue supporting affected 
voters during the revision pro-
cess and encourage public 
participation. The party also 
requested officials to ensure 
transparency and fairness 
while updating electoral re-
cords so every eligible citizen 
could exercise their voting 
rights without any unneces-
sary difficulty.

Nimbalkar criticized 
police action against 

NEET protesters, 
raised question paper 

leak concerns, and 
announced statewide 

NSUI protests 
demanding 

accountability from 
officials

Voters missing 
from previous 
electoral rolls 

should complete 
necessary forms 

before the 
deadline to 

restore their 
registration.

—Anjali Nimbalkar, 
AICC Secretary

MYSURU ORDERS FOOTPATH CLEARANCE BEFORE DASARA FESTIVAL
DASARA-CITY-PREPARATION

MYSURU

Mysuru City Corporation 
(MCC) Administrator and Re-
gional Commissioner Nitesh 
Patil has issued a tough ulti-
matum to officials, directing 
them to clear all footpath en-
croachments across the city 
before the Dasara festival and 
intensify action against those 
littering public places.

Reviewing the progress of 
the footpath clearance drive 
across the city’s nine zonal 
offices, Patil instructed Assis-
tant Commissioners and De-
velopment Officers to dedi-
cate at least one hour every 
day exclusively for removing 
illegal encroachments. All 
major roads and busy com-
mercial stretches must be 

made pedestrian-friendly be-
fore the world-famous Dasara 
celebrations.

In a separate review meet-
ing of the Health Department, 
Patil called for stricter en-
forcement against littering, 
saying that penalties should 
become a strong deterrent.

“Just as traffic violations 
have reduced because of reg-
ular fines; indiscriminate 
dumping of garbage can also 
be controlled through consis-
tent penalties. Small fines 
alone will not help unless en-
forcement is continuous,” he 
said, directing officials to 
substantially increase the 
number of violators being pe-
nalised.

Environmental Engineer 
Mrityunjaya informed the 

meeting that Mysuru’s clean-
liness survey is progressing 
steadily. Of the 12,500 sur-
vey points, inspections have 
already been completed at 
10,500 locations, with the re-
maining 2,000 to be covered 
shortly. The survey includes 
parameters such as toilet 
maintenance, bio-mining, 
landfill management, under-
ground drainage and other 
sanitation indicators.

Officials said the corpora-
tion has collected ₹4.36 lakh 
in fines from April 1 to July 
20 for littering and sanitation 
violations. However, the ad-
ministrator expressed dissat-
isfaction, observing that gar-
bage dumping on roads con-
tinues despite enforcement. 
The health inspectors must 

step up field inspections and 
ensure large-scale action 
against offenders. He also in-
structed officials to ensure 
stormwater drains remain free 
of blockages so that rainwater 

flows without obstruction.
Three-shift garbage collec-

tion on DD Urs Road
To keep one of the city’s 

busiest commercial stretches 
spotless round the clock, D. 

Devaraja Urs Road has been 
declared a zero-waste zone. 
Garbage will now be cleared 
in three shifts—6.30 am, 2 
pm and 10 pm—to maintain 

24-hour cleanliness. The 
MCC plans to extend the 
same model to the areas sur-
rounding the Mysore Palace 
in the coming months.

Banaras Sarees for Women Pourakarmikas
In a welfare initiative, the MCC will distribute Banaras 
sarees to around 900 women pourakarmikas by Au-

gust 15. Two saree designs were selected after consult-
ing the civic workers, and the distribution will be carried 

out through a tender process at an estimated cost of 
₹1.5 crore. Patil also announced that two additional 

cotton sarees will be provided later this year. Besides 
clothing, all pourakarmikas will receive ten types of 

safety equipment, while male civic workers will be sup-
plied with new uniforms comprising pants and shirts. 
The Banaras sarees are being distributed under the 

welfare grant earmarked for pourakarmikas as part of 
the Dasara celebrations.

Authorities are expected to review the recent incidents as demands 
grow for stronger preventive action to avoid further attacks

Stray Dog Attacks Leave Boy Critical, 4 Injured

CH NEWS RAICHUR/
CHITRADURGA 

 
Fresh incidents of stray dog 
attacks have once again raised 
alarm in Karnataka after a 
four-year-old boy sustained 
critical injuries in Raichur, 
while four young children 
were attacked in separate in-
cidents in Chitradurga on the 
same day. The attacks come 
just days after the death of a 
one-and-a-half-year-old girl 
in Raichur following a stray 
dog attack, intensifying public 
concern over the growing 
menace and prompting re-
newed demands for immedi-
ate action by civic authorities. 

According to officials, the 
latest incident occurred in the 
Maliyabar area on the out-
skirts of Raichur, where four-
year-old Gopal was playing 
near his house when a group 
of stray dogs allegedly at-

tacked him.
The dogs reportedly inflict-

ed severe injuries to the 
child’s head, causing exten-
sive damage to his scalp. He 
was immediately rushed to a 
private hospital in Raichur 
city, where he is undergoing 
treatment.

Doctors are continuing to 
monitor his condition, which 
has been described as critical. 

The latest  at tack has 
sparked anger among local 
residents, who accused the 
authorities of failing to ad-
dress the growing stray dog 
population despite recent in-
cidents. 

Residents have urged the 
concerned civic bodies to im-
mediately capture aggressive 
stray dogs and implement ef-
fective measures to prevent 
further attacks, particularly in 
residential areas where chil-
dren frequently play. 

In a separate development, 
stray dogs attacked four chil-
dren in different parts of Chi-
tradurga city on the same day.

The incidents were reported 
from Chelagudda and Nehru 
Nagar, where children aged 
between five and six years 
were allegedly attacked while 
playing near their homes.

Among those injured are 
Aleena, Adil, and Manvith, 
along with another child. All 
four were admitted to the dis-
trict hospital for treatment. 

Several residents alleged 
that the municipal authorities 
and district administration 
have failed to control the 
stray dog population despite 

repeated complaints. Some 
parents also claimed that the 
district hospital did not have 
sufficient anti-rabies injec-
tions readily available, forc-
ing families to purchase the 
vaccines from outside phar-
macies. 

Residents Demand Better 
Stray Animal Control 

Residents have urged 
the government, munic-

ipal corporations, and 
local administrations to 
strengthen stray animal 

control programmes, 
ensure timely availability 

of anti-rabies vaccines 
in government hospi-
tals, and implement 

long-term measures to 
improve public safety, 

particularly for children.

Voter list revision progresses 
across Uttara Kannada

KARWAR

Special Comprehensive Revi-
sion of Voter List-2026 pro-
cess in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict is progressing quickly 
with 9,99,368 enumeration 
forms computerized so far 
from 12,30,037 voters. 
During house-to-house visits, 
officials identified 38,616 

cases related to migration, 
deaths and duplicate records. 
Karwar and Kumta constitu-
encies also completed major 
computerization work under 
the revision drive. Election 
Officer K. Lakshmipriya said 
the process aims to prepare an 
accurate voter list. Authorities 
reported permanent migra-
tion, death and duplicate cas-
es and continue verification 
activities across the district. 
Officials urged citizens to co-
operate with the revision pro-
cess for a reliable and updated 
electoral roll system.

Residents demand revival of neglected Brindavan Park
MYSURU

Residents of Brindavan Ex-
tension have urged the Mysu-
ru City Corporation (MCC) to 
urgently restore and develop a 
neglected public park on Prin-
cess Road near the Jayadeva 
Hospital signal, saying the 
abandoned area has become 
unsafe due to illegal activi-
ties, crime and poor hygiene 
conditions.

Resident and architect 
Vishal Krishna submitted a 
complaint to MCC Zone-4, 
stating that the park opposite 
First Cross of First Stage has 
remained neglected for years. 

The fencing was damaged 
during Jayadeva Circle rede-
velopment, while construction 
debris was dumped inside the 
premises, making the space 
unsafe and difficult for public 
use. Residents said people of-
ten gather there after buying 

alcohol from nearby bars, cre-
ating noise, quarrels and dis-
turbance during late hours.

The residents also pointed 
out serious incidents linked to 
the neglected park. They said 
a man died by suicide inside 
the area on June 6, 2025, and 
another unidentified person 
was found dead nearby days 
la te r.  They reca l led  a 
two-wheeler theft in Novem-
ber 2024, allegedly involving 
an intoxicated person. Resi-
dents claimed repeated com-
plaints to V.V. Puram Police 
had not resulted in enough 
monitoring or regular pa-
trolling.

They further alleged that 
parts of the park were occu-
pied by a lorry stand and 
waste dumping near a storm-
water drain could cause flood-
ing during heavy rains. Open 
urination and defecation 
along the road, abandoned ve-
hicles and illegal tree cutting 
were also reported by resi-
dents. Vishal Krishna said re-
storing the park would in-
crease Mysuru's green cover 
and improve the city's appear-
ance. He added that a devel-
oped park could prevent an-
ti-social activities and support 
better public health and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Residents have demanded 
immediate removal of debris 
and abandoned vehicles, re-
building of damaged fencing, 
better lighting, sanitation fa-
cilities and regular police pa-
trols around the park. They 
want the neglected space 
transformed into a safe, clean 
and accessible green area for 
the community. Civic officials 
were urged to act quickly be-
cause residents believe the 
restoration will improve safe-
ty, health and quality of life. 
The park's revival is expected 
to bring a positive change and 
return the public space to cit-
izens again.

BNCC Reclaims 2.70 Km 
Of Footpath In Major 
Encroachment Drive

BENGALURU

Under the explicit directives of 
Greater Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda and the leadership of 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration (BNCC) Commissioner 
Poommala Sunil Kumar, an 
extensive anti-encroachment 
drive was carried out across 
multiple divisions on Tuesday 
to guarantee safe, smooth, and 
unhindered movement for pe-
destrians.

The enforcement team tar-
geted key public stretches, in-
cluding a 0.70 km section 
along Rajkumar Park Road 
(from Kulappa Circle to 7th 
Main Road, HRBR 1st Block) 
in the Sarvagnanagar division 
and a 2.00 km stretch along 
Koommegowdanahalli Main 
Road in the Dasarahalli divi-
sion. Through these coordinat-
ed operations, civic officials 
successfully freed a total of 
2.70 km of footpaths from ille-

gal encroachments.
During the intensive drive, 

task forces removed 13 unau-
thorized shops and petty ven-
dor stalls, 21 sheet canopies 
and temporary overhead 
roofs, 36 illegal concrete steps 
and ramps, and 20 advertise-
ment signboards obstructing 
pedestrian flow. Furthermore, 
sanitation teams cleared 86 
tons of accumulated construc-
tion waste, soil, and debris to 
fully restore the footpaths for 
public use.

To execute the drive effi-
ciently, BNCC deployed 34 
dedicated staff members and 
workers equipped with heavy 
machinery, including two JCB 
excavators, seven tractors, two 
tippers, and an additional op-
erational vehicle. Civic author-
ities emphasized that continu-
ous enforcement operations 
will be conducted across all 
zones to protect public proper-
ty and ensure walker safety 
throughout North Bengaluru.
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The District Advisory Com-
mittee meeting under the 
Mera Yuva Bharat (MY 
Bharat) initiative of the Min-
istry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports was held at the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office on 
Tuesday. Assistant Commis-
sioner Dr. K.J. Kanataraj 
chaired the meeting, while 
District Youth Officer Dhan-
anjay Jagtap attended as the 
Member Secretary. Represen-
tatives from government de-
partments, educational insti-
tutions and stakeholder organ-
isations also participated.

Officials presented an over-
view of the MY Bharat initia-
tive and explained its objec-
tive of empowering young 
people through volunteerism, 
leadership, skill development 
and community participation. 
Members discussed several 
ongoing and upcoming pro-
grammes, including Experien-
tial Learning Programmes, 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, 
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders 
Dialogue, Vibrant Village 
Programme and other youth 
development activities aimed 
at encouraging social respon-
sibility.

A major decision taken 
during the meeting was to 
launch an intensive MY 
Bharat registration drive 
across Chitradurga district. 

All schools, Pre-University 
colleges and degree colleges 
were instructed to help eligi-
ble students register on the 
MY Bharat portal. The com-
mittee urged educational insti-
tutions to encourage youth 
between 15 and 29 years of 
age to join the platform and 
benefit from its opportunities.

Dr. Kanataraj said MY 
Bharat provides a valuable 
platform for young people to 
gain practical experience, de-
velop leadership qualities and 
contribute to society through 
meaningful activities. He 
stressed that active participa-

tion would help students build 
confidence and prepare for 
future responsibilities.

The meeting concluded 
with an appeal for coordinat-
ed efforts from all govern-
ment departments and educa-
tional institutions to ensure 
maximum awareness and par-
ticipation in MY Bharat pro-
grammes. Officials expressed 
confidence that the registra-
t i o n  c a m p a i g n  w o u l d 
strengthen youth engagement 
and create greater opportuni-
ties for personal growth and 
community development 
throughout the district.

Bamul supports farmers through welfare schemes: Rajanna
 DAIRY-WELFARE-DRIVE

QUICK READ

Crop insurance 
deadline announced 

for Gadag farmers

MPs urged to raise 
Bhadra Project issue

IAF opens Agniveer Vayu 
recruitment for youth candidates 

Gadag
The government has an-
nounced crop insurance 

registration under the Kar-
nataka Raitha Suraksha 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana for the monsoon 

season 2026-27. Farmers 
with notified crops and 

crop loans must complete 
the process as per rules. 
Indus EAd General Insur-

ance Company will imple-
ment the scheme in Gadag 

district this year. Officials 
said crop insurance claims 
will be considered based 

on crop survey reports and 
correct land details. The 

last date for paying premi-
ums for rainfed names and 
cotton crops under rainfed 
and irrigated categories is 

July 22 for loan-taking 
farmers. Collector C.N. 

Sridhar advised farmers to 
complete registration on 

time.

Chitradurga 
The Chitradurga District Ir-
rigation Struggle Commit-
tee has urged Karnataka’s 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sab-

ha members to raise the 
Bhadra Upper Bank Project 

issue during the Winter 
Session of Parliament.

The committee requested 
MPs to seek national rec-
ognition, financial support 
and speedy completion of 

the project that aims to 
provide water to drought-

hit areas. It recalled the 
five-decade struggle of 

people in Chitradurga and 
nearby regions for com-

pleting the irrigation work.
The committee said con-
tinuous efforts since 1997, 
along with support from 

leaders and organizations, 
helped push the project 

forward. It mentioned that 
promises were made re-

garding national status and 
a grant of Rs. 5,300 crore 

was announced in the Un-
ion Budget of 2023-24, but 
the promised progress has 
not been achieved fully so 
far. The committee stated 
that pending approvals for 
power transmission towers 
and environmental permis-
sions should be completed 
quickly. It said the project 
would help supply 17.40 

TMC feet of water through 
the planned system and 

benefit farmers of Chitra-
durga, Tumakuru and parts 
of Davanagere district. The 

irrigation committee ap-
pealed to all state repre-
sentatives to raise their 
voice in Parliament and 

support completion of the 
scheme. 

CHITRADURGA 

The Indian Air Force has in-
vited online applications from 
unmarried male and female 
candidates for the Agniveer 
Vayu selection test under the 
Agnipath Scheme. 

The last date to apply is 
July 26. Eligible candidates 
must meet age and educa-
tional requirements, includ-
ing qualifications in science 
or other streams with re-

quired marks. Applicants 
should submit necessary doc-
uments such as certificates, 
identity proof and photo-
graphs during registration. 
C a n d i d a t e s  c a n  a p p l y 
through the official recruit-
ment website. Officials ad-
vised interested youth to 
complete applications before 
the deadline. More details are 
available from the District 
Employment Exchange Cen-
tre in Chitradurga.

MLA WARNS OFFICIALS OVER 
PUBLIC SERVICE NEGLIGENCE

Virendra Pappi directed health officials to ensure medicine availability at 
PHCs and take measures to prevent infectious diseases in rural areas

CHITRADURGA

MLA K.C. Virendra Pappi 
strongly questioned officials 
during the taluk-level KDP 
meeting after complaints 
emerged that patients were 
being charged money for de-
liveries at the district hospital. 
He directed District Surgeon 
Dr. Ravindra to explain the 
allegations and warned offi-
cials against neglecting public 
services.

The MLA said reports of 
collecting Rs.10,000 to 
Rs.15,000 for deliveries in a 
government hospital and giv-
ing priority treatment only to 
those who pay were serious 
concerns. He stated that poor 
people should receive free 
and quality healthcare and 
warned that such practices 
would not be tolerated.

Virendra Pappi also in-
structed health officials to en-
sure medicine availability at 
primary health centres and 
take steps to prevent infec-
tious diseases in rural areas. 
He expressed concern over 

drinking water problems in 
several villages and directed 
officials to work with Gram 
Panchayats and BESCOM to 
provide solutions.

The MLA reviewed the 
progress of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission and instructed offi-
cials to take action against 
contractors who failed to 
complete works properly. He 
also warned against misuse of 
government schemes, includ-
ing construction of agricultur-
al pits in the name of farmers 
without proper use.

Discussing agriculture, he 
said only 26,000 hectares out 

of 56,000 hectares in the con-
stituency had been sown and 
directed officials to act 
against shops selling fertiliz-
ers above the approved price. 
He also asked the Women and 
Child Development Depart-
ment to ensure quality food in 
Anganwadis and take strict 
action against contractors 

supplying poor-quality meals.
Officials from various de-

partments attended the meet-
ing. The MLA reviewed sev-
eral development programmes 
and urged all government 
employees to provide honest 
and responsible service to the 
public. He also warned that 
officers who fail to attend 
KDP meetings would receive 
notices.

Key issues reviewed in KDP 
development meeting
> Alleged hospital delivery 
charges ranged between Rs 

10,000-15,000

> Only 26,000 hectares sown out 
of 56,000 hectares

> MLA reviewed progress of Jal 
Jeevan Mission works

> Officials directed to ensure 
medicine availability at PHCs

> Action ordered against 
overpriced fertilizer sellers in 

constituency

> Notices warned for officers 
missing KDP meetings

Due to the lack of rain in 
Chitradurga, agriculture 

officials should prepare a 
report on cloud seeding, 
discuss it with the Chief 

Minister, and make necessary 
arrangements.

—Virendra Pappi, MLA K.C

MY Bharat registration drive 
launched across Chitradurga

MY Bharat provides young 
people a valuable platform to 

gain experience, develop 
leadership qualities, and 

contribute to society through 
meaningful activities.

—Assistant Commissioner Dr. K.J. 
Kanataraj

MAGADI

Bangalore Milk Union Limit-
ed (Bamul) Director Dr. 
K.E.B. Rajanna said continu-
ous efforts are being made to 
protect and support dairy 
farmers through various wel-
fare programmes. He spoke 
while distributing financial 
assistance cheques to milk 
producer cooperative societies 
at the Bamul centre in Soluru.

Dr. Rajanna said Bamul has 
introduced several schemes, 
including medical assistance, 
insurance benefits, cattle 
death compensation and 
member death compensation, 
to support farmers. 

He encouraged young peo-

ple to take up dairy farming 
and assured that the milk 
union would provide neces-
sary assistance and guidance.

He said farmers involved in 
milk production are the 
strength behind the success of 
the Nandini brand. Bamul is 
committed to improving the 
reputation of the brand further 
and ensuring better opportu-
nities for milk producers, he 
added.

Dr. Rajanna highlighted 
that after former MP D.K. 
Suresh became the president 
of Bangalore Milk Union, 
several farmer-friendly deci-
sions and changes have been 
introduced. 

He said the union is work-

ing to improve the economic 
condition of milk producers 
by making dairy farming a 
profitable occupation.

He advised rural youth not 
to depend only on small pri-
vate jobs but consider dairy 
farming as a self-employment 
opportunity. 

With proper planning and 
support, dairy farmers can 

earn better income and be-
come financially independent, 
he said.

The director also stated that 
steps are being taken to con-
struct well-equipped dairy 
buildings in rural areas with 
support from different sourc-
es. He said strong dairy cen-
tres can become symbols of 
village development and help 

increase economic growth.
Bamul officials and local 

representatives, including 
Soluru camp office head 
Naveen Kumar and others, 
were present during the pro-
gramme. Dr. Rajanna ap-
pealed to youth and farmers 
to strengthen dairy farming 
and contribute to rural devel-
opment.

Farmers involved in milk 
production are the strength 

behind the success of the 
Nandini brand.

 —Bamul Director Dr. K.E.B. 
Rajanna

Farmers must update crop insurance after changes, paying extra 
premiums while receiving excess refunds through institutions

Farmers urged to complete 
crop insurance registration

CHITRADURGA

District Collector T. Ven-
katesh has urged farmers to 
register under the Karnataka 
Raitha Suraksha Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bhima Yojana 
before the July 31 deadline 
for the 2026-27 monsoon sea-
son. He said the current mon-
soon has been weak and crop 
insurance will provide im-
portant financial protection 
against possible losses. 

The district has 3,02,505 
farmers, but only 44,105 had 
completed registration as of 
July 21. Taluk-wise registra-
tions include 13,337 in Chal-
lakere, 11,925 in Chitradurga, 
7,062 in Hiriyur, 5,040 in Ho-
lalkere, 2,815 in Hosadurga 
and 3,926 in Molakalmuru. 
The Collector appealed to all 
remaining farmers to com-
plete the process without de-
lay and secure the benefits 
offered under the government 
scheme.

Farmers who have taken 
crop loans can register based 

on their expected sowing, 
while those who later culti-
vate a different crop must 
update their insurance details 
through the registered finan-
cial institution within the pe-
riod fixed under Central 
Government guidelines. 
Farmers without crop loans 
who change crops after reg-
istration must also complete 
the required corrections. Any 
additional insurance premi-
um must be paid by the farm-
er, while excess premium, if 
collected, will be refunded 
through the concerned insti-
tution. 

The Collector warned that 
waiting until the final day 

could lead to registration mis-
takes, delays and possible 
problems in receiving insur-
ance compensation. He re-
quested every eligible farmer 
to register early and benefit 
from the scheme for better fi-
nancial security.

> District has 3,02,505 
farmers under registration 

drive

> Only 44,105 farmers 
completed registrations by 

July 21

> Challakere recorded 
highest registrations with 
13,337 farmers enrolled

> Chitradurga taluk regis-
tered 11,925 farmers under 

scheme

> Hiriyur and Holalkere 
recorded 7,062 and 5,040 

registrations

FARMER REGISTRATION 
PROGRESS REPORT 

UDUPI

Aakash Educational Services 
Limited announced that nine 
students from its classroom 
programme in Udupi secured 
impressive ranks in NEET 
UG 2026, reflecting dedicated 
preparation and strong aca-
demic support. Samanvi Mai-
ya led the group with an All 
India Rank of 3525. 

Other successful students 
included Panchami M.S., Mo-
hammed Talha, Narendra S. 
Prabhu, Dev Sharma, Grazia 
Maria Benson,  Divyam 
Hitesh Sheh, Anwesha G. Pa-
til and Aisha Fatehali Uppin. 
The institute said the achieve-
ment highlighted disciplined 
study, consistent hard work 
and guidance from experi-
enced teachers through regu-
lar classes, mock tests, 
doubt-solving sessions and 
detailed performance reviews. 
Students thanked their parents 
and teachers for constant en-
couragement and said the suc-
cess strengthened their dream 
of becoming doctors.

AESL also announced out-

standing national results in 
NEET UG 2026, with four stu-
dents in the top 10, 18 students 
in the top 50 and 41 in the top 
100 across India. Chief Aca-
demics and Business Head 
Deeraj Kumar Misra congrat-
ulated the successful students 
and their families, saying their 
discipline, consistency and ea-
gerness to learn brought 
well-deserved success. 

He wished them a bright 
future in medicine. The insti-
tute said its learning system 

combines expert faculty, 
carefully prepared study ma-
terial, technology-enabled 
learning, regular assess-
ments, artificial intelli-
gence-based performance 
analysis and personalised 
mentoring. Through its net-
work of centres and digital 
platforms, AESL continues 
supporting thousands of 
medical aspirants every year, 
helping them build confi-
dence, improve performance 
and succeed consistently.

AAKASH STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
EXCELLENT NEET UG PERFORMANCE

Chitradurga launched 
a MY Bharat 

registration drive, 
directing educational 

institutions to help 
students aged 15-29 
register and access 
youth development 

opportunities

Kolar voter forms digitization progress reaches 70 percent
KOLAR

Kolar district has achieved 
significant progress in the 
digitization of voter enumer-
ation forms during the Elec-
tion Commission's special 
voter list revision drive. Ac-
cording to official data re-
leased at 4:00 PM on July 20, 
a total of 9,14,356 forms have 
been digitized by Booth Level 
Officers out of 12,95,265 
printed forms, achieving 
70.59 percent progress. In ad-
dition, 5,664 voters voluntari-

ly submitted their enumera-
tion forms online, showing 
growing public participation 
and support for the technolo-
gy-based election process 
across the district.

Among the Assembly con-
stituencies, Kolar recorded 
the highest number of digi-
tized forms with 1,74,488, 
followed by Mulabagilu, Sri-
nivaspur, Bangarapet, Malur 
and KGF. Officials also said 
that verification of 49,826 
special cases is progressing 
alongside the digitization 

work. These include records 
related to deceased voters, 
permanently shifted voters, 
already registered voters, un-
available persons and other 
categories requiring review. 

The District Returning Of-
ficer's office stated that the 
process is being carried out 
carefully to ensure accurate 
electoral records. Officials ex-
pressed confidence that the 
remaining work will be com-
pleted smoothly, strengthen-
ing the voter list before future 
elections across the district.

Vaccination and 
hygiene key to 

prevent measles
CHIKKABALLAPURA

District Health and Family 
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar has urged people to 
remain vigilant against mea-
sles by following the vaccina-
tion schedule and maintaining 
good hygiene. He said mea-
sles is a viral disease that 
mainly affects children and 
young adults and spreads 
through droplets released 
when an infected person 
coughs, sneezes or talks.

Although the illness is usu-
ally mild, it can pose serious 
risks to pregnant women and 
unborn babies. Symptoms in-
clude fever, a red rash that 
starts on the face and spreads 
across the body, swollen 
glands behind the ears and 
neck, sore throat, headache, 
red eyes and fatigue. These 
signs usually appear 14 to 21 
days after infection. Dr. Ku-
mar said there is no specific 
antiviral treatment for measles, 
making prevention and early 
medical care essential. He ad-
vised parents to ensure chil-
dren receive the MMR vaccine 
as per the national immunisa-
tion schedule. People should 
also wash their hands regular-
ly, cover their mouth and nose 
while coughing or sneezing, 
and avoid close contact with 
infected individuals.  
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The Magadi police depart-
ment organized a narcotics 
awareness and legal cam-
paign at Vidya Chetana PU 
College to educate students 
about the dangers of drugs 
and online scams. 

Police Inspector Srinivas 
inaugurated the program and 
advised students to stay away 
from harmful substances that 
can damage their health and 
future. He said young people 
are often targeted by drug 
mafias and should not fall 
into their trap. Drugs includ-
ing marijuana and other in-
toxicants can weaken think-
ing ability and lead people 
towards crime and violence. 
He asked students to inform 
police about suspicious activ-
ities or drug sales near col-
lege areas. He also warned 
them not to share OTPs or 
personal details during phone 
calls and stay alert about on-
line frauds.

Police psychologist Maruti 
explained that education 
should help build a strong 
society and responsible citi-

zens, not only provide de-
grees. He said everyone must 
respect laws and work to-
wards creating a safer envi-
ronment. College Principal 
Ravi Kumar encouraged stu-
dents to avoid addiction and 
shape their future with good 
habits. Students asked ques-
tions and received guidance 
on staying aware and making 
better choices.

The awareness program 
was attended by former 
Kasapa president Dayanad, 
Sunil, Raghu, Thimmaiah, 
Gayatri, Gagana, police con-
stable Birappa, Kumaras-
wamy and college staff along 
with hundreds of students. 
Officials also highlighted 
road safety and said driving 
without a license is danger-
ous. They advised girls and 
all citizens to remain safe 
and follow legal rules in dai-
ly life. The campaign ended 
with a message that aware-
ness and discipline can pro-
tect youth from harmful in-
fluences and help create a 
peaceful society with a 
brighter future.

CHITRADURGA

Taluk Health Officer Dr. B.V. 
Girish stressed the importance 
of healthy pregnancies and 
proper spacing between chil-
dren during the World Popu-
lation Day-2026 programme 
held in Chitradurga. He said 
planned family welfare meth-
ods can help reduce maternal 
and child deaths.

The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the district ad-
ministration, district pancha-
yat, health and family welfare 
department and Brihanmath 
Independent Pre-University 
College. Dr. Girish said wom-
en should choose the right age 
for pregnancy and make full 
use of healthcare services to 
ensure the birth of healthy 
children.

He advised families to 
maintain a gap of at least 
three years between two chil-
dren and use temporary fami-
ly planning methods. He said 
proper spacing improves the 
health of both mothers and 
children and helps families 
provide better care.

District Health Education 
Officer Krishna Naik high-
lighted the need to prevent 
child marriages. He said girls 
should marry after completing 
18 years and boys after 21 
years to protect their health 

and future.
Deputy District Health Ed-

ucation Officer Govindareddy 
Konnur explained the impor-
tance of World Population 
Day and said the day is ob-
served every year to create 
awareness about popula-
tion-related challenges. Taluk 
Health Education Officer 
Moogappa said family wel-
fare programmes should in-
clude men’s participation and 
awareness about suitable mar-
riage age and child spacing.

Lecturer Shivakumar ex-
pressed concern over rising 
population pressure on food, 
water, housing and natural re-
sources. College Principal 
P.M. Rajesh advised students 
to understand population 
challenges and focus on pro-
viding quality education and 
better opportunities for future 
generations.

Health officials, ASHA 
workers, college staff and stu-
dents participated in the pro-

gramme. Field Health Educa-
tion Officer Janaki B. con-
ducted the event, while 
Nandish welcomed the gath-
ering and Keshav delivered 
the vote of thanks.

QUICK READ Hanagal village 
to receive basic 
facilities soon

Timely police action 
saves injured child

HANAGAL

Residents of Thilavalli village 
in Hanagal taluk have re-
quested improved basic facil-
ities from MLA Srinivasa 
Mane. Women from the new-
ly developed settlement met 
the MLA and submitted a re-
quest seeking drinking water 
supply, road development and 
other essential services. They 
also demanded distribution of 
title deeds for houses in the 
area. Responding to their con-
cerns, MLA Mane assured 
that necessary action would 
be taken soon to provide fa-
cilities. He said comfortable 
living requires proper civic 
services and promised to dis-
cuss the issues with officials. 
Steps will be taken to release 
grants and improve infrastruc-
ture in the village.

Dharwad
A child who was injured af-

ter being stabbed by his 
mother at Ranka Stello 
Apartments in Dharwad 

has been discharged from 
SDM Hospital after suc-
cessful treatment. Police 
Commissioner N. Sasiku-
mar found the child alive 
and ensured immediate 

medical care following the 
incident. The child received 

treatment and is now re-
covering in good health. 
The commissioner also 
visited the hospital and 

checked the child’s condi-
tion. Police are investigat-
ing the incident involving 

Priyanka, a doctor, who al-
legedly attacked her son 
and killed her husband 

Kiran. The child’s recovery 
has brought relief after the 
tragic incident in Dharwad.

Child marriages must be 
prevented; girls should marry 

after 18 and boys after 21 to 
protect their health and 

future.
—Krishna Naik, District Health 

Education Officer

Young people should avoid 
drug mafias, as intoxicants 

can weaken thinking and lead 
towards crime and violence.

—Srinivas, Magadi Police Inspector

Collector reviews plans to strengthen school education
SMART-SCHOOL-INITIATIVE

Khader Announces Emergency 
Medical Support Proposal

Khader warned of action against delayed ambulances and announced 
food safety measures, including quality checks and legal action

KARWAR

Karnataka Health and Family 
Welfare Minister U. T. Khad-
er said the state government is 
considering a scheme to pro-
vide free treatment up to 
Rs.2.5 lakh for accident vic-
tims during the first seven 
days after admission in hospi-
tals across Karnataka. The 
proposal aims to ensure im-
mediate medical support for 
injured people without worry-
ing about expenses during 
emergencies.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the trauma care centre and 
emergency treatment unit at 
Kumta Public Hospital, Khad-
er said accident victims 
should receive quick medical 
attention instead of facing de-
lays due to payment concerns. 
He said discussions have been 
held with the Chief Minister 
regarding implementation of 
the scheme. The minister also 
announced plans to create a 
system where ambulances 
reach accident spots within 15 
minutes after receiving calls.

Khader said strict action 
would be taken if ambulance 
services fail to respond on 
time. He added that measures 

are being planned to improve 
food safety and prevent un-
healthy food consumption 
among children. High-tech 
laboratories will be estab-
lished to check food quality, 
and companies involved in 
selling unsafe products will 
face legal action.

The minister said aware-
ness about healthy lifestyles 
and environmental cleanliness 
is necessary as non-communi-
cable diseases like heart prob-
lems, cancer and kidney-relat-
ed illnesses are increasing. He 
also informed that vacancies 
of doctors, nurses, pharma-
cists and laboratory techni-
cians in hospitals would be 
filled through permanent and 
contractual appointments.

The newly opened trauma 

care centre at Kumta was 
built at a cost of Rs.2.73 crore 
with support from Bharat 
Electronics Limited and other 
organizations. Khader said the 
centre would help save lives 
during emergencies and 
promised additional funds for 
required equipment and infra-
structure. He also instructed 
officials to develop a modern 
mortuary facility for families 
arriving during accident cas-
es.

MLA Dinakar  Shet ty 
thanked BEL, Rotary Club 
and local organizations for 
supporting the project. He re-
quested further improvements 
in medical facilities. District 
officials, police officers, 
health department staff and 
representatives of various or-

ganizations attended the pro-
gramme. Khader said his goal 
is not only to build hospitals 
but also create a preventive 
healthcare environment where 
people can lead healthier 
lives.

Key Healthcare 
Initiatives 

* Proposed free accident 
treatment scheme covers  

Rs 2.5 lakh

* Ambulances planned to reach 
accident spots within 15 minutes

* Trauma care centre built with 
Rs 2.73 crore investment

* Food safety labs planned to 
check unhealthy products

* Doctor and healthcare staff 
vacancies to be filled soon

* Scheme aims seven-day 
emergency support for  

accident victims

Accident victims should 
receive immediate medical 

attention without delays 
caused by payment concerns.
—U. T. Khader, Karnataka Health 

and Family Welfare Minister 

Chitradurga Hosts Maternal 
And Child Health Programme

Govindareddy 
explained World 
Population Day 

awareness, while 
Moogappa stressed 

men’s participation in 
family welfare, suitable 

marriage age, and 
child spacing 

awareness

GADAG

District Collector C.N. Sri-
dhara announced plans to de-
velop government schools 
into Karnataka Public Schools 
by using Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility funds effectively. 
He said CSR support should 
improve education quality 
and strengthen school infra-
structure across the district.

The meeting held at the City 
Collector's Office discussed 
ways to convert more schools 
into model institutions. The 
government scheme provides 
free Kannada and English me-
dium education from LKG to 
12th standard for rural and 
backward children under one 
roof. KPS schools have re-
corded strong academic results 
with over 80 to 90 percent suc-
cess in many cases.

The collector explained that 

companies must contribute 
two percent of CSR funds to-
wards education develop-
ment. Currently 20 KPS 
schools are functioning and 
plans are prepared to create 
37 more schools through a 
cluster model combining four 
to five nearby schools. KPS 
schools offer quality educa-
tion, safe transport and con-
tinuous learning from LKG to 
PU level while reducing fi-

nancial burden on families.
Sridhara urged corporate 

organizations to support 
school buildings, smart class-
rooms, computer labs, librar-
ies, sanitation facilities and 
teacher recruitment through 
CSR initiatives. He said busi-
nesses should adopt schools 
for complete development in-
stead of providing only tem-
porary help. Deputy Director 
R.S. Buradi stated that KPS 

schools show better SSLC 
and PUC results compared to 
regular government schools.

The collector appealed to 
companies and community 
members to work together for 
creating model public schools 

in Gadag district. He added that 
good education is the greatest 
gift to society and can help 
children build successful fu-
tures. The initiative aims to pro-
vide affordable and quality ed-
ucation for every child in need.

Organizations invited to adopt govt schools
Education department officials have invited organ-
isations and entrepreneurs to support government 

schools through the Namma Shale Nanna Kharti portal 
and district CSR cell. Interested groups can submit 

proposals online to adopt schools and help improve fa-
cilities. Officials said plans are ready to upgrade around 
37 government schools into Karnataka Public Schools. 

Details of required classrooms, smart classrooms, 
infrastructure and other facilities will be prepared and 

shared with companies for CSR support. Deputy Direc-
tor of School Education and Literacy Department R.S. 
Buradi said assistance will be arranged according to 

each school’s needs to strengthen education facilities 
across the district.

HASSAN

Aakash Educational Services 
Limited announced that class-
room programme student 
Namith Gowda emerged as 
Hassan city topper in NEET 
UG 2026 by securing All In-
dia Rank 4339 with 624 
marks out of 720. 

The institute said his 
achievement reflected consis-
tent hard work, determination 
and disciplined preparation 
supported by experienced 
teachers and a structured 
learning environment. Namith 
thanked his parents and men-
tors for their constant encour-
agement throughout his jour-
ney. He said regular mock 
tests, detailed performance 
reviews, doubt-clearing ses-
sions and focused classroom 
learning helped him strengthen 
concepts and remain confident 
during preparation. He added 
that the result motivated him 
to work harder towards be-
coming a successful doctor.

Aakash Educational Ser-
vices Limited also highlighted 

its strong national perfor-
mance in NEET UG 2026, 
with four students in the top 
10, 18 in the top 50 and 41 in 
the top 100 across India. 
Chief Academic and Business 
Head Dr. H. R. Rao congratu-
lated Namith and his family, 
praising his discipline, consis-
tency and eagerness to learn. 
He wished him success in his 
future medical career. 

The institute said its learn-
ing system combines expert 
faculty, carefully designed 
study material, technolo-
gy-enabled learning, regular 
assessments, artificial intelli-
gence-based performance 
analysis and personalised 
mentoring. Officials said 
these facilities continue help-
ing thousands of students pre-
pare confidently for competi-
tive medical entrance exam-
inations and achieve their ac-
ademic goals every year. This 
achievement further strength-
ens the institute’s reputation 
for producing successful fu-
ture doctors across the coun-
try consistently.

HASSAN STUDENT 
SECURES TOP NEET 

RANKING ACHIEVEMENT

Maruti Stresses Responsible Citizenship, Ravi Kumar Urges 
Students to Avoid Addiction and Make Wise Choices

Magadi police launch youth 
safety awareness campaign

Power cuts announced in Karwar areas 
KARWAR

Hescom has announced sched-
uled power interruptions in 
parts of Karwar and Honnavar 
taluks on July 22 due to main-
tenance and pole shifting 

works. In Dandeli sub-division, 
electricity supply will remain 
suspended from 9:30 am to 
6:00 pm in several localities. In 
Honnavar, power interruptions 
are expected from 10:00 am to 
3:00 pm because of mainte-

nance of 33/11KV distribution 
facilities and feeders. Hescom 
has urged consumers to coop-
erate, stating that the planned 
works will improve power sup-
ply reliability and ensure better 
service in the affected areas.

Civic Leaders Support Staff 
Injured In Shivajinagar 

BENGALURU 

Greater Bengaluru Authority 
Chief Commissioner Mahesh-
war Rao and Central City 
Corporation Commissioner 
Jagadeesh visited Bowring 
Hospital on Tuesday to in-
quire about the health of offi-
cials and workers injured 
during a footpath encroach-
ment clearance operation in 
Shivajinagar. The senior lead-
ers met the victims directly, 
offered strong moral encour-
agement, listened to their 
grievances, and assured them 
that the entire civic adminis-
tration stands firmly behind 
them.

The violence erupted earlier 
in the day when a team of civ-
ic personnel was conducting a 
drive to clear blocked pedes-
trian pathways. During the 
clearance activity, a violent 
and unruly group interfered 
with official work, physically 
assaulted the staff, and 
sprayed chemical irritants at 
them. Despite the unexpected 

attack, the injured workers 
showed immense courage 
while executing their duties.

Among those receiving 
medical treatment at Bow-
ring Hospital are Assistant 
Executive Engineers Madha-
varao and Savitri, Assistant 
Engineer Ruchita, JCB driver 
Siddappa, and tractor worker 
Sunil. Private contract work-
ers engaged in the operation 
were also injured during the 
unfortunate physical clash. 
Doctors at the facility are ac-
tively providing all necessary 
medical care to ensure their 
speedy recovery.

Several top dignitaries 
accompanied the commis-
sioners during their visit, 
including Development 
Additional Commissioner 
Venkatachalapathi along-
side Joint Commissioners 
Ranganath and Hemanth 
Sharan. They interacted with 
attending doctors, reviewed 
healthcare arrangements, and 
pledged full institutional 
support. 
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India's fish production has ris-
en significantly from 141.64 
lakh tonnes in 2019-20 to 
197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-
25, reflecting the impact of the 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sam-
pada Yojana (PMMSY), the 
government informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

In a written reply in the Lok 
Sabha, Union Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairying 
Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh 
said the flagship scheme, 
launched in 2020-21, has 
played a crucial role in the ho-
listic development of the fish-
eries and aquaculture sector 
while boosting overall fish 
production across the country.

The minister said PMMSY 
has also promoted inclusive 
growth by extending financial 
assistance of up to 60 per 
cent of the unit cost for bene-
ficiary-oriented activities in-

volving women in the fisher-
ies sector. Between 2020-21 
and 2025-26, fisheries devel-
opment proposals worth Rs 
4,178.30 crore were sanc-
tioned under the scheme, ben-
efiting 1,47,654 women 
across states and Union Terri-
tories.

The government has simul-
taneously strengthened fish-

eries infrastructure through 
investments in cold chain fa-
cilities and marketing net-
works. Projects worth Rs 
2,797 crore have been ap-
proved under PMMSY and 
the Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Infrastructure Development 
Fund (FIDF) till April 2026.

The approved projects in-
clude 775 cold storages and 
ice plants, 28,489 fish trans-
portation units, 1,394 live 
fish vending units, 6,018 fish 
kiosks, 117 retail fish markets 
and 24 wholesale fish mar-
kets.

According to the govern-
ment, these investments are 
aimed at strengthening the 
fisheries value chain, reduc-
ing post-harvest losses, im-
proving market access and 
increasing the income of fish-
ers and fish farmers while 
ensuring the sustainable 
growth of India's fisheries 
and aquaculture sector.

Opposition targets NDA govt over NEET paper leak
NEW DELHI

 
The Samajwadi Party and the 
Congress on Tuesday intensi-
fied their attack on the BJP-led 
NDA government over the al-
leged NEET paper leak, accus-
ing it of suppressing demo-
cratic protests and demanding 
accountability during the sec-
ond day of the Monsoon Ses-
sion of Parliament.

The criticism came after 
scores of people, led by the 
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), 
marched towards Parliament 
seeking the resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan over the 

alleged leak of the May 3 
NEET examination paper. 

The protest witnessed police 
intervention, with reports of 
lathi charges, tear gas and in-
juries to demonstrators.

Speaking outside Parlia-
ment, Samajwadi Party chief 
and MP Akhilesh Yadav al-
leged that the government’s 
response to the protest was 
unprecedented in independent 

India. He claimed several pro-
testers suffered serious inju-
ries, including head wounds 
requiring stitches and frac-
tures, and urged the govern-
ment to ensure proper medical 
treatment for those affected.

Yadav strongly criticised the 
police action, comparing it to 
the authoritarian methods as-
sociated with Adolf Hitler. 

He questioned whether such 
treatment of students and 
youth reflected the govern-
ment’s commitment to its 
slogan of Sabka Sath, Sabka 
Vikas.

Congress MP Jebi Mather 
also condemned the police ac-
tion, drawing parallels with the 
1919 Jallianwala Bagh massa-
cre. She alleged that peaceful 
student protesters were met with 
barricades, lathi charges and 
tear gas instead of being heard. 
Mather said students have every 
democratic right to question the 
government and express their 
concerns without fear of in-
timidation.

NEET FIASCO 

QUICK READ

3 panels formed to 
safeguard women’s 
reproductive rights

MP Assembly  
passes UCC amid 

opposition uproar 

New Delhi
The National Commis-

sion for Women 
(NCW) has constitut-
ed three specialised 
expert groups to ex-

amine the ethical, leg-
islative, regulatory and 

medical aspects of 
Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (ART) and 

In Vitro Fertilisation 
(IVF) services,  

with a particular  
emphasis on  

protecting women’s  
reproductive rights.

Bhopal
In a landmark yet highly 

contentious develop-
ment, the Madhya 

Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly passed the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) 
Bill 2026 on Tuesday 
amid massive uproar 

and repeated adjourn-
ments. The ruling BJP 

pushed the Bill through 
after heated debates, 
marking a significant 
step towards imple-

menting ‘One Nation, 
One Law’ in the state. 
The proceedings were 

stormy from the outset. 
As soon as Minister 

Gautam Tetwal moved 
a motion to discuss the 

Bill and BJP MLA Si-
taram Sharma began 
addressing the House, 

Congress MLAs stormed 
the well, raising slogans 

and demanding that  
the legislation be 

 referred to a Select
 Committee.

Fish production hits record high
India's fish production touches 197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-25, with PMMSY driving 

higher output, infra, market access and greater support for women fishers.

n �Fish production rose from 
141.64 lakh tonnes (2019-
20) to 197.75 lakh tonnes 
(2024-25). 

n �PMMSY launched in  
2020-21 boosted fisheries  
and aquaculture. 

n �Rs 4,178.30 crore  
sanctioned for fisheries 
development. 

n �1,47,654 women benefited 
under the scheme. 

n �Rs 2,797 crore approved for 
cold chain and marketing 
infrastructure.

n �775 cold storages and 
ice plants established. 

n �28,489 fish transport units 
approved. 

n �Investments aimed at reduc-
ing post-harvest losses and 
increasing fishers’ income.

Bihar schools face 
infrastructure crisis
PATNA

 
The deteriorating condition of 
government school infrastruc-
ture dominated proceedings 
on the second day of the 
Monsoon Session of the Bihar 
Legislative Assembly, with 
the Opposition accusing the 
NDA government of failing to 
provide basic educational fa-
cilities across the state.

RJD MLA Kumar Sarvjeet 
alleged that nearly 40 per cent 
of government school build-
ings in Bihar are either dilap-
idated or have collapsed, forc-
ing several schools to operate 
from neighbouring villages or 
in inadequate premises. He 
questioned whether the Edu-
cation Department had con-
ducted a comprehensive sur-
vey to identify schools with 
unsafe buildings, panchayats 
without functional school in-
frastructure and institutions 
where students continue to 
study under trees despite the 
availability of land.

Sarvjeet urged the govern-
ment to prioritise the recon-
struction of damaged school 
buildings and strengthen edu-
cational infrastructure. He 
also raised concerns over 
learning outcomes, claiming 
that many students in Classes 
3 to 6 are unable to read even 
the English alphabet.

Highlighting the shortage 
of classrooms, the RJD legis-
lator said quality education 
cannot be delivered when 
nearly a thousand students are 
accommodated in schools 
with only two classrooms. He 
proposed convening a meet-
ing of all MLAs in the Central 
Hall of the Assembly to dis-
cuss practical measures for 
improving education, particu-
larly for children from eco-
nomically weaker sections.

Responding to the debate, 
Chief  Minis ter  Samrat 
Choudhary acknowledged the 
concerns and assured the 
House that the government 
would review the issue com-
prehensively. He said pending 
land-related problems affect-
ing school construction would 
be resolved within six months 
and recalled that the expan-
sion of schools had begun un-
der former Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar's initiative to 
establish a high school in ev-
ery panchayat.

The Bihar Assembly 
witnessed heated 
exchanges as the 

Opposition flagged 
crumbling school infra, 

prompting govt to 
promise corrective 

measures

Nadda meets injured NEET protesters
NEW DELHI

 
Union Health Minister J.P. 
Nadda on Tuesday visited 
Ram Manohar Lohia (RML) 
Hospital and Lady Hardinge 
Medical College and Hospital 
to meet protesters injured 
during the violent demonstra-
tions that erupted amid the 
'Sansad Chalo' march over the 
alleged NEET-UG paper leak.

Nadda interacted with the 
injured protesters, enquired 
about their health and held 
discussions with doctors at 
RML Hospital to assess their 
medical condition. The visit 
came a day after clashes 
broke out as thousands of 
supporters of the Cockroach 
Janata Party (CJP) and stu-
dents marched from Jantar 
Mantar towards Parliament, 
demanding the resignation of 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan over al-
leged examination irregulari-
ties, including the NEET-UG 
paper leak.

In a parallel effort to ad-

dress the crisis, two represen-
tatives of the CJP met Nadda 
at his residence on Monday 
and submitted a written 
memorandum listing the or-
ganisation's three key de-
mands. According to govern-

ment sources, the first meet-
ing took place around 11:50 
a.m., during which the dele-
gation presented its demands 
verbally. Nadda reportedly 
asked them to submit the 
proposals in writing.

The representatives re-
turned at around 4 p.m. and 
handed over a formal memo-
randum detailing their de-
mands. While arriving for the 
NDA's 'Mangal Milan' pro-
gramme on Tuesday, Nadda 
briefly spoke about the inter-
action, saying the discussions 
had gone well. However, he 
declined to elaborate on 
whether any assurances had 
been given to the protesting 
students and CJP representa-
tives.

The meetings and hospital 
visits come amid growing 
political pressure on the gov-
ernment to address concerns 
surrounding examination 
transparency and restore con-
fidence among students af-
fected by the alleged paper 
leak.

CJP's key 
demands

Representatives of 
the Cockroach Jana-
ta Party met Union 
Health Minister J.P. 

Nadda twice on Mon-
day, first presenting 

their demands verbally 
before submitting a 

written memorandum. 
The delegation sought 

action over the al-
leged NEET-UG paper 

leak and reiterated 
its demand for Union 

Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan's 

resignation.

Bhatti network targets UP youth 
for online anti-India campaign

NEW DELHI
 

The Pakistan-based Shahzad 
Bhatti network has been using 
social media extensively to 
recruit more youth, with Uttar 
Pradesh emerging as its pri-
mary focus. Recent investiga-
tions have revealed that the 
Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI)-backed network has 
been scouting for youth in the 
state by promising them mon-
ey and power.

Officials say the Bhatti net-
work is attempting to build an 
army of social media opera-
tives to carry out a massive 
disinformation campaign 
against the Indian state. The 
network seeks to recruit Indi-
an youth who can amplify 
propaganda and spread disin-
formation across social media 
platforms.

An Intelligence Bureau of-
ficial said the Bhatti syndicate 
is seeking to exploit vulnera-
ble youth and recruit them 
into its network. This network 
operates behind the scenes 
and is tasked with exploiting 

vulnerabilities and sensitive 
issues in India with the clear 
intention of inciting violence, 
the official said.

The network has been told 
to focus on youth-centric is-
sues and amplify them by 
running a disinformation 
campaign, officials say.

According to officials, 
Bhatti runs several India-cen-
tric campaigns through spe-
cialised modules tasked with 
targeted killings, gathering 
sensitive information and car-
rying out terror attacks. How-
ever, the network being built 

in Uttar Pradesh is considered 
particularly dangerous as it is 
dedicated solely to waging a 
large-scale disinformation cam-
paign against the Indian state.

The Bhatti network careful-
ly selects the youth it seeks to 
recruit. According to officials, 
it targets those who are not 
only in need of money but are 
also looking for recognition 
and acceptance in society. 
Such individuals are consid-
ered particularly vulnerable 
and are often drawn to the 
promise of influence and 
power. 

2 maternal deaths put Rajasthan 
healthcare under scanner

JAIPUR
 

The deaths of two women 
following childbirth in 
Jodhpur have once again 
raised concerns over ma-
ternal healthcare in Rajas-
than, even as the state 
government claims to 
have intensified monitor-
ing of pregnant women 
through a massive state-
wide inspection cam-
paign.

The latest  fatal i t ies 
come after similar mater-
nal deaths were reported 
from Kota, Bikaner, and 
Banswara, prompting re-
newed scrutiny of the 
state's referral system and 
emergency obstetric care. 
One of the deceased, 
Samu, underwent a nor-
mal delivery at Tinwari 
Hospital on June 24 and 
gave birth to a baby girl.

However, severe post-
partum bleeding could not 
be controlled, forcing 
doctors to refer her first to 
Umaid Hospital and later 
to Mahatma Gandhi Hos-

pital in Jodhpur. Doctors 
performed an emergency 
hysterectomy (uterus re-
moval) after the bleeding 
continued. Despite multi-
ple blood transfusions, 
dialysis, and ventilator 
support, she succumbed to 
complications late on 
Sunday.

According to hospital 
authorities, Samu suffered 
hypovolemic shock due to 
massive blood loss, result-
ing in kidney failure and 
multi-organ complica-
tions. During treatment, 
she received six units of 
blood, 14 units of plasma, 
and 10 units of cryopre-
cipitate.

In the second case, 

Dimple was admitted to 
Mathuradas Mathur Hos-
pital on June 30, the day 
she delivered her baby. 
She remained under treat-
ment for nearly 20 days, 
but her condition sudden-
ly deteriorated on July 19. 
She died later that night. 
Her post-mortem was con-
ducted on July 20. Hospi-
tal officials said 16 wom-
en who recently gave birth 
have developed serious 
health complications in 
Jodhpur over the past 
month, with most of them 
having undergone Caesar-
ean deliveries.

Currently, five women 
are admitted to Umaid 
Hospital, while two oth-
ers, including Dhapu, are 
undergoing treatment at 
Mahatma Gandhi Hospi-
tal. Ironically, the mater-
nal deaths come just days 
after the Rajasthan gov-
ernment completed a five-
day statewide intensive 
inspection campaign (July 
15-19) aimed at improv-
ing maternal healthcare.

J&K chief secy 
takes part in 
Pratishthan 
Divas event 

SRINAGAR
 

Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo on 
Tuesday visited the Mata Uma 
Bhagwati shrine at Umanagri, 
Shangus, in Anantnag district 
to participate in the celebra-
tions of the Murti Pratishthan 
Divas, being observed with 
religious fervour through a 
two-day Yagyna and other 
spiritual programmes organ-
ised by the Uma Bhagwati 
Asthapan Trust.

The Chief Secretary, who 
graced the occasion as the 
Chief Guest, paid obeisance at 
the shrine and sought the 
blessings of the deity for 
peace, prosperity and well-be-
ing of the people of J&K. He 
also participated in the 'Kalash 
Puja' and the sacred rituals 
performed as part of the Murti 
Pratishthan celebrations. 

SP workers hit Ayodhya streets 
against bulldozer action

LUCKNOW
 

With the ‘demolition deadline’ 
approaching for the Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar University in 
Rampur, the SP leaders and 
workers have intensified their 
protests across the state 
against the government’s ‘ma-
licious and vindictive’ move.

A group of SP leaders and 
workers hit the streets in Ayo-
dhya on Tuesday, raising their 
objection to the Rampur De-
velopment Authority’s order to 
demolish 38 out of 40 build-
ings, allegedly raised without 
approved sanctioned plans.

They submitted a memoran-
dum, addressed to the Presi-

dent of India, to the city’s Dis-
trict Magistrate and demanded 
a halt to the proposed flatten-
ing of the varsity buildings.

In the memorandum, the SP 
workers have demanded inter-
vention against the proposed 
action against Jauhar Univer-
sity, founded by party veteran 
Azam Khan and insisted that 
all parties be given an oppor-
tunity to present their case in 
accordance with legal proce-
dures. The stir, led by former 
MLA Tej Narayan Pandey, 
saw scores of SP workers rais-
ing slogans in support of Jau-
har University and accusing 
the government of acting out 
of political vendetta.

PLI schemes 
draw Rs 2.4 lakh 
crore investment
NEW DELHI

 
The government's Production 
Linked Incent ive (PLI) 
schemes have attracted invest-
ments of over Rs 2.40 lakh 
crore, generated over 14.15 
lakh direct and indirect jobs, 
and enabled exports worth Rs 
15.2 lakh crore across 14 key sec-
tors as of March 31, 2026, Parlia-
ment was informed on Tuesday.

In a written reply in the Lok 
Sabha, MoS for Commerce 
and Industry Jitin Prasada said 
the PLI schemes, launched 
with an approved financial 
outlay of Rs 1.91 lakh crore.

The Department for Promo-
tion of Industry and Internal 
Trade acts as the nodal agency 
for coordinating and monitor-
ing the schemes. Exports un-
der the PLI programme have 
risen sharply over the last 
three years, increasing from 
Rs 4 lakh crore in FY24 to Rs 
6.5 lakh crore in FY25 and 
further to Rs 15.2 lakh crore in 
FY26, reflecting India's grow-
ing integration with global 
value chains.

Son alleges ‘police intimidation’ 
after 13-hr interrogation of TN MLA
THOOTHUKUDI

 
The political row over the ar-
rest of DMK MLA GV Mar-
kandeyan, intensified on 
Tuesday after his son, Ak-
shay, accused the police of 
subjecting the legislator to a 
prolonged interrogation and 
intimidation.

Addressing reporters, Ak-
shay said the Vilathikulam 
MLA, who was arrested on 
Monday in connection with a 
defamation case over his we 
will crush your bones remarks 
against Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay, was questioned for 
nearly 13 hours, despite the 

speech under investigation 
lasting only about five min-
utes. He claimed the lengthy 
interrogation was unjustified, 
particularly in view of his fa-
ther’s health condition.

According to Akshay, Mar-
kandeyan suffers from diabetes 
and heart-related ailments and 
should not have been subjected 
to such an extended period of 
questioning.

Akshay further alleged that 
the MLA was threatened 
during the interrogation and 
claimed that police attempted 
to pressure him into making 
statements that suited the rul-
ing party’s political narrative.

Inside the story

Hitler used to carry out such things, 
and now we are witnessing it under 

the BJP-led regime. It is 
unacceptable in a democracy. 

-Akhilesh Yadav, SP chief
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3 of a family killed in 
South Delhi building 

fire

Delhi HC permits 
Wangchuk’s transfer 

to Medanta

New Delhi
In a tragic incident, a wom-

an and her two children 
were burned to death after 

a fire broke out at their 
house in South Delhi’s Lo-
dhi Road area on Tuesday 
morning, officials said. Ac-

cording to the Delhi Fire 
Service, a call regarding 

the blaze was received at 
around 10.21 a.m. from 

B-Block, opposite Chawla 
Sweets, B.K. Dutt Colony in 
the Lodhi Road Police Sta-

tion area. Consequently, 
the Delhi Fire Services was 

informed, and one water 
tender (WT), one water 

bowser (WB) and one Big 
Fire Tender (BFT) were im-

mediately rushed to the 
spot.

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday allowed activist 
Sonam Wangchuk to be 
shifted from Safdarjung 

Hospital to Medanta Hos-
pital, observing that there 
was a consensus among 
doctors that he required 

constant medical monitor-
ing and directing that a 

panel of doctors be consti-
tuted at the private hospi-

tal to oversee his treat-
ment. A Division Bench of 

Chief Justice Devendra Ku-
mar Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tejas Karia said that 

Wangchuk would be shift-
ed to the hospital of his 

choice and indicated that a 
formal order would be 
passed after the lunch 

break.

Fadnavis slams politics over NEET stir
 He accused opposition parties of exploiting NEET protests for political gains

MUMBAI
 

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Tues-
day accused opposition par-
ties and political organisations 
of exploiting the ongoing pro-
tests over the alleged NEET 
examination paper leak for 
political gains instead of fo-
cusing on the concerns of stu-
dents.

Addressing reporters in 
Mumbai, Fadnavis criticised 
demonstrations led by the 
Cockroach Janata Party and 
social activist Sonam Wangc-
huk, who have demanded the 
resignation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan. He said that while 
the Constitution guarantees 
citizens the right to protest, 
the exercise of that right must 
remain peaceful and responsi-
ble.

The Chief Minister reiterat-
ed that the state government 
would continue to permit 
peaceful and authorised pro-
tests. However, he warned 
that any attempt to organise 
unauthorised demonstrations 
or indulge in violence would 
invite strict action.

Fadnavis alleged that 
movements lacking clear 
leadership often become vul-
nerable to infiltration by po-
litical elements seeking to 

create instability. According 
to him, several parties and or-
ganisations with little concern 
for the NEET issue have en-
tered the protests to pursue 
their own political objectives.

He claimed that many par-
ticipants raising slogans 
against the government have limited knowledge of the ex-

amination itself and are mere-
ly acting as tools in a larger 
political campaign. Such 
groups, he said, are attempt-
ing to create unrest by using 
genuine public grievances as 
a platform.

Taking a swipe at opposi-
tion parties, the Chief Minis-
ter said those rejected by vot-
ers in their respective states 
were now trying to revive 
their  poli t ical  fortunes 
through the controversy. He 
maintained that democratic 
protests should remain is-
sue-based and peaceful, rather 
than being used to fuel politi-
cal instability or serve parti-
san interests.

Statement in-short
n Fadnavis accuses oppo-
sition of politicising NEET 
protests. 

n Says peaceful protests 
are a constitutional right. 

n Warns against unautho-
rised demonstrations and 
violence. 

n Alleges political groups 
infiltrated the movement. 

n Claims rejected parties 
are seeking political revival 
through unrest.

Mamata vows to join NEET 
protest in Delhi 

KOLKATA
 

Former West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Tuesday announced that she 
would participate in the Cock-
roach Janta Party’s agitation 
in New Delhi over the alleged 
NEET examination paper 
leak, while also vowing to le-
gally defend the Trinamool 
Congress’ name and election 
symbol.

Addressing the party’s an-
nual July 21 Martyrs’ Day 
rally in Kolkata, Banerjee 
said she would intensify her 
political campaign against the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and resume district tours 
across West Bengal in the 
coming weeks.

She warned that any at-
tempt to deprive the Trina-
mool Congress of its rec-
ognised name or electoral 

symbol would be strongly 
challenged. Referring to the 
claim made before the Elec-
tion Commission of India by 
the rebel faction led by ex-
pelled legislator Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, she asserted that the 
matter could be taken to the 
Supreme Court if required.

Banerjee also dismissed 
any possibility of welcoming 
back leaders who left the Tri-
namool Congress after its de-
feat in the recent Assembly 
elections. She said the party 
would move forward with 
loyal workers and new mem-

bers instead of relying on for-
mer leaders who had switched 
sides.

Calling the departure of 
several leaders a positive de-
velopment, she remarked that 
those who had deserted the 
party were free to remain 
where they were. According 
to her, a stronger organisation 
would be built with commit-
ted workers, students and 
young supporters.

Reiterating her opposition 
to the BJP, Banerjee said there 
would be no compromise with 
the ruling party at the Centre 
under any circumstances. 

She maintained that endur-
ing imprisonment was prefer-
able to compromising with 
the BJP and expressed confi-
dence that the younger gener-
ation would strengthen the 
Trinamool Congress in the 
coming years.

The TMC chief  says she 
will visit Delhi and join 
the Cockroach Janata 
Party stir against the 
NEET paper leak to 

strengthen Opposition 
unity

Country’s youngest 
Municipal chairperson 

unseated
KOTTAYAM

 
India’s youngest municipal 
chairperson, 21-year-old Diya 
Binu Pulikkakandam, was 
voted out of office on Tues-
day after a no-confidence mo-
tion was passed in the Pala 
Municipality, ending the 
UDF-backed administration 
amid an escalating internal 
crisis within the Congress.

The motion was carried 
unanimously by all 17 coun-
cillors present in the 26-mem-
ber municipal council. Those 
supporting the motion includ-
ed 12 Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) councillors, four Con-
gress councillors who defied 
the party whip, and Indepen-
dent Vice-Chairperson Maya 
Rahul.

With no councillor voting 
against the motion, the United 

Democratic Front (UDF) lost 
control of the municipality, 
bringing weeks of political 
uncertainty and internal dis-
agreements to a head.

The Congress had been fac-
ing growing differences with 
the independent group led by 
Diya Binu, with a section of 
its councillors unwilling to 
continue supporting the alli-
ance. 

Sensing divisions within 
the ruling front, the LDF 
moved the no-confidence mo-
tion, which ultimately suc-
ceeded with support from 
rebel Congress members.

Ahead of the vote, the Ker-
ala Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) had issued a 
whip directing its councillors 
not to take any action that 
could result in the collapse of 
the UDF administration. 

UAE minister 
meets AP CM 

AMARAVATI
 

UAE Minister of Economy 
and Tourism, Abdulla Bin 
Touq Al Marri, met Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu here on 
Tuesday and discussed the 
proposed establishment of a 
food cluster in the state.

The delegation from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
held discussions with the 
Chief Minister and senior of-
ficials at the State Secretari-
at.

The state government said 
that a decision has been tak-
en to establish a value chain 
for exporting various horti-
cultural products—including 
mangoes, bananas, and co-
coa—to international mar-
kets.

An agreement for estab-
lishing a food cluster was 
reached at the World Eco-
nomic Forum meet at Davos 
early this year.

According to an official 
release, the UAE had ex-
pressed its readiness to set up 
the food cluster in Andhra 
Pradesh during Chandrababu 
Naidu's visit to Davos.

The UAE decided to estab-
lish a value chain in the food 
processing sector in Andhra 
Pradesh. A partnership has 
been formed between the 
Andhra Pradesh government 
and the UAE to this effect, it 
said.

Industries Minister TG 
Bharat and senior officials 
from the Food Processing, In-
dustries, and EDB depart-
ments attended the meeting.

Abdulla Bin Touq Al Marri 
had a meeting with Chan-
drababu Naidu on the sidelines 
of the World Economic Forum 
meeting in Davos in January.

It was then announced that 
the UAE Dubai Food Cluster 
would work together with the 
Andhra Pradesh Food Process-
ing sector. 

RS adjourned amid Oppn uproar over NEET
NEW DELHI

 
In a continuation of the ongo-
ing deadlock, the Rajya Sabha 
was ultimately adjourned for 
the day on Tuesday following 
unrelenting uproar by opposi-
tion members protesting the 
police lathi charge on students 
demonstrating against the 
NEET examination paper 
leak.

The Upper House is sched-
uled to reconvene at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday. Chaos en-
gulfed the proceedings from 
the very beginning. As soon 
as the House assembled, loud 
protests forced an immediate 
adjournment till noon.

When the House resumed 
at noon, it was again ad-
journed till 2 p.m. due to 
continued sloganeering.

Even after reconvening 

post-2 p.m., the din persist-
ed,  compel l ing Deputy 
Chairman Harivansh Singh 
to adjourn the House for the 
day.

The Deputy Chairman re-
peatedly appealed to mem-
bers to maintain decorum 
and adhere to the listed busi-
ness of the House.

He emphasised that no un-
listed issues could be taken 

up and urged opposition 
members, particularly from 
Congress, to respect parlia-
mentary rules and norms.

I have been repeatedly 
urging members to maintain 
order in the House, he said.

However, sloganeering 
continued, and Opposition 
members paid no heed to his 
requests and continued their 
vociferous protest.

D e p u t y  C h a i r m a n 
Harivansh observed that it 
appeared the opposition was 
not interested in allowing 
the House to function as per 
laid-down procedures. When 
sloganeering showed no 
signs of subsiding, he ad-
journed the proceedings till 
Wednesday morning.

The opposition’s sustained 
agitation centres on the al-
leged police action against 
students and activists who 
marched to Parliament on 
Monday demanding justice 
in the NEET-UG (medical 
entrance examination) paper 
leak case.

The issue has paralysed 
both Houses of Parliament, 
with opposition parties de-
manding accountability, a 
fair probe, and support for 
affected students. 

Shut doors on TMC rebels forever: 
Abhishek to Mamata

KOLKATA
 

Trinamool Congress general 
secretary and Lok Sabha MP 
Abhishek Banerjee on Tues-
day urged former West Ben-
gal Chief Minister and party 
supremo Mamata Banerjee 
not to allow the return of any 
leader who deserted the party 
or joined a rebel faction 
during the difficult period fol-
lowing the Trinamool Con-
gress's landslide defeat in the 
recently concluded West Ben-
gal Assembly elections.

Addressing the party's an-
nual July 21 Martyrs' Day ral-
ly near Birla Planetarium in 
central Kolkata, Abhishek 
Banerjee said those who 
abandoned the party should 
not be welcomed back under 

any circumstances.
Those who think that I have 

lost political relevance must 
remember that Mamata Ba-
nerjee is my source of energy. 
The deserters should remem-
ber that whatever political 
recognition they achieved in 
life was because of 
Mamata Banerjee. 
Even the Almighty 
will not pardon 
those who desert 
their own mother. 
Hence, I will re-
quest her not to 
take back any of 
those deserters in the fu-
ture, Abhishek, who is the 
nephew of Mamata, said.

His remarks came amid an 
escalating confrontation be-
tween the Mamata Banerjee-led 

Trinamool Congress and the 
rebel but majority faction head-
ed by the party's expelled legis-
lator Ritabrata Banerjee.

Responding from the dais of 
a parallel July 21 Martyrs' Day 
rally organised by the rebel 
faction on the nearby Jawa-

harlal Nehru Road, Tri-
namool Congress 

legislator Madan 
Mitra, who recent-
ly joined the dissi-
d e n t  c a m p , 
launched a sharp 

attack on Abhishek 
Banerjee.
Abhishek Banerjee 

purchased a chartered flight 
for his personal travel from the 
money donated by the ordi-
nary party workers of Trina-
mool Congress. 

STUDENTS’ VOICES MUST BE 
RESPECTED: PASWAN 

NEW DELHI
 

Union Food Processing Indus-
tries Minister Chirag Paswan 
on Tuesday said he respects the 
sentiments of students and does 
not believe in suppressing their 
voices through force, asserting 
that dialogue remains the most 
effective way to address their 
concerns.

The Lok Jansashakti Party 
(Ram Vilas) chief made the re-
marks in the aftermath of the 
violent clashes that erupt-
ed on Monday between 
Cockroach Janata Par-
ty (CJP) supporters 
and security person-
nel during the 'San-
sad Chalo' march in 
Delhi.

Speaking to report-
ers, Paswan said that 
while students were 
naturally upset over the 
issues that prompted the pro-
test, their concerns deserved to 
be heard with sensitivity rather 
than met with force.

Look, the way the protest 
took place yesterday, I respect 
the sentiments of the students. 
It is natural that they would 
have anger and concerns over 
these issues, which is why they 
came out on the streets. But at 
the same time, I am absolutely 

not in favour of any attempt to 
suppress the voices of students 
through force, he said.

Referring to the meeting be-
tween Union Health Minister 
J.P. Nadda and representatives 
of the CJP, Paswan said the 
Centre has consistently pre-
ferred dialogue as the means to 
resolve disputes and has re-
mained open to engaging with 
those seeking discussions.

Dialogue is a beautiful medi-
um, and the government has 

always kept its doors open 
for it. 

When their represen-
tat ives wanted to 
meet the govern-
ment, J.P. Nadda ji 
met them, and the 
i ssues  were  d is -
cussed, he said.
Paswan further ob-

served that public an-
ger often drives people to 

take to the streets and noted 
that peaceful demonstrations 
are an integral part of a demo-
cratic system.

At the same time, he said that 
when protests cross permissible 
limits or create law-and-order 
challenges, authorities are 
sometimes compelled to take 
stringent measures, although he 
personally does not strongly 
support such action.

SC asks AIIMS Medical Board to examine 
Asaram’s health

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday directed the Director of the All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to constitute a medical board within 
a week to examine the health condition of self-styled godman Asaram Bapu in 
connection with his plea seeking interim bail on medical grounds.

A Bench of Justices M.M. Sundresh and P.B. Varale directed the medical board 
to submit its detailed report within one week, saying that it would decide 
Asaram’s prayer for interim bail only after receiving an independent assessment 
of his medical condition. We are not granting regular bail except if we are sat-
isfied it is required on a medical ground. Let the report come, the Justice Sun-
dresh-led Bench observed.

Government of Karnataka
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PANCHAYAT RAJ ENGINEERING DIVISION,

KALABURAGI
No : EE/PRED/KLB/KKRDB/TS-1/2026-27/1729 Date : 17/06/2026

1. Name of work : 1) Construction of CC Road, CC Drain, Temples and play ground in various
places at Satnoor Village in Chittapur Taluka Indent No.24388/Call-2, 2. Construction of road
from Bennesiroor Village to Kulali village in Aland Taluka Indent No. 27273/Call-2,
3. Inprovements to Road from Hulgol approach road (balance work) and improvements to
road from Mudhol -Medak main road towards Gaddameda Tanda in Sedam Taluka Indent
No.17821/call-5, 4. Development of Sri Sri Siddlingeshwar Matha at Ravoor village in Chittapur
taluka Indent No.26757/call-2, 2. Head of account : Gram Vikas /5054/CMIDP, 3. Amount
put to tender : 24388/Call-2 Rs.5330231.14, 27273/Call-2 Rs.7555826.72, 17821/Call-5
Rs.8376371.89, 26757Call -2 Rs.12543839.31, 4. Class of Contractor : Class-III and Above,
5. Issue of Blank Tender Documents : 18.07.2026 to 29.07.2026 upto 4.00 pm, 6. Tender
Form Fee : As per KPPP Norms, 7.E.M.D. Fee : 24388/Call-2 - Rs.107000.00, 27273/Call-
2 - Rs.151500.00, 17821/Call-5 - Rs.168000.00, 26757Call 2 - Rs.200000.00, 8.Receipt of
completed tender documents : 18.07.2026 to 29.07.2026 upto 4.00 pm, 9. Technical Bid
Opening Date : 30-07-2026 After 4.00 pm, 10. Financial Bid opening Date : 31-07-2026
After 11.00 am, 11 : For more details contact : Office of the Executive Engineer, Panchayat
Raj Engineering Division  Opp: Karnataka Grameen Bank (PKGB) Head office, Kusnoor
Road, Rajapur Kalaburagi , 12. Website Address : www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Kalaburagi

DIPR/Kalaburagi/342/
Deshpande Publicity/2026-27

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through E-Procurement Two Cover System)
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Key points
n �Trump considering 

ceasefire or military 
campaign. 

n �Mediators proposed a 
10-day truce. 

n �Strait of Hormuz reopen-
ing is part of the plan. 

n �US and Iran have not 
accepted the proposal. 

n �Military build-up contin-
ues despite diplomatic 
efforts. 

India-Aus deepen global air combat collab
CANBERRA

 
The Indian Air Force (IAF) is 
taking part in Exercise Pitch 
Black 2026 in Australia, 
strengthening defence ties and 
improving cooperation with 
partner nations. The multina-
tional exercise also highlights 
the growing strategic partner-
ship between India and Aus-
tralia.

The IAF contingent met 
Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese during 
the opening ceremony of 
Exercise Pitch Black 2026 
at Darwin. The exercise, 
hosted by the Royal Austra-

lian Air Force, brings to-
gether air forces from 19 

nations for advanced multi-
national air combat train-

ing.
India has deployed four 

Rafale fighter aircraft along 
with nearly 100 Air War-
riors, including pilots, engi-
neers, technicians and other 
experts. The contingent is 
also supported by C-17 
Globemaster III and IL-78 
Air-to-Air Refuelling air-
craft for combat support 
missions.

The exercise, scheduled 
from July 20 to August 7, 
focuses on enhancing in-
teroperability, improving 
operational coordination 
and sharing best practices 
among participating na-

tions. It is regarded as the 
largest international air 
combat exercise in the 
Southern Hemisphere and is 
known for its emphasis on 
night flying over northern 
Australia’s vast open areas.

The Ministry of Defence 
said the exercise provides 
an excellent opportunity to 
test expeditionary air oper-
ations, strengthen multina-
tional partnerships and im-
prove operational readiness 
in realistic combat situa-
tions. The IAF has previ-
ously participated in the 
2018, 2022 and 2024 edi-
tions of the exercise.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

QUICK READ

Pak revises fuel prices 
amid global oil 

volatility

Flash floods
 kill 9 across Khyber 

province

Deadly floods 
leave 20 dead in 

Afghan

Islamabad
Pakistan’s federal govern-

ment on Tuesday in-
creased the price of high-
speed diesel by PKR 5.71 

per litre and reduced petrol 
by 35 paisa per litre for one 
day. Diesel now costs PKR 
360.06 per litre, while pet-
rol is priced at PKR 315.80 
per litre. The government 
has introduced daily fuel 
price revisions based on 
global oil market trends. 

Recent fuel price changes 
have already led to higher 
public transport fares, in-
creased freight charges, 
and protests from petrol 

pump operators across the 
country.

Islamabad
At least nine people died 

after heavy rains and flash 
floods caused widespread 

destruction across Paki-
stan’s Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province on Tuesday. 

The deaths were reported 
in Khyber, Mardan and Ba-
jaur districts. Floods dam-

aged roads, bridges, 
homes, shops, farms and 

crops, while electricity, 
communication and traffic 
were badly affected. Res-
cue teams recovered sev-

eral bodies, including 
those of a woman and a 
child. A video showing a 

man being swept away by 
strong floodwaters in Khy-
ber also went viral on so-

cial media.

Kabul
At least 20 people were 
killed and more than 80 

injured after severe floods 
hit Parun city in Afghani-

stan’s Nuristan province on 
Tuesday. Taliban authori-
ties said over 100 people 
are still missing, raising 
fears that the death toll 

may increase. Floodwaters 
destroyed homes, shops 

and farmland, causing ma-
jor financial losses. Rescue 

teams have been sent to 
search for missing people, 

assess the damage and 
provide emergency assis-
tance as operations con-

tinue in the affected areas.

I, MOHAMED FAREED  
ANJUM AHMED, Resident of 
No.593, 8th Cross, 2nd Main, 
Vinobha Nagar, K G Halli, A C 
Post, Bengaluru-560045, have 
changed my name to MOHAMED  
FAREED ANJUM, Vide Affidavit 
Dated: 21.07.2026 before nota-
ry G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, RIYAZ AHMED, resi-
dent of No 4/1, 2nd Cross, 
Haines Road, Near Coles 
Park, Shivajinagar, Bengal-
uru-560001, have changed 
my name to SYED RIYAZ 
AHMED, vide affidavit dated: 
21.07.2026, before Notary 
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, NAYEEMA BEGUM ALLA 
BAKASH W/o Late Allah 
Bakash, resident of. No 6, 13th 
Cross Anwar Layout, Near 
Ameen Masjid, Arabic College 
Post Bangalore--560045, have 
changed my name to NAYEEMA 
BEGUM, Vide affidavit dated: 
16.07.2025 before notary CHAN-
DRASHEKAR.M, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, NAYAZ AHMED SHARIFFI 
S/o Ghouse Mohiyuddin, resi-
dent of. No 3, 6th Cross, Ibra-
him Sab Street, Rashad Nagar, 
Arabic College Post Banga-
lore--560045, have changed 
my name to NAYAZ AHMED 
SHARIFF, Vide affidavit dated: 
16.07.2025 before notary CHAN-
DRASHEKAR.M, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MAHBOOB SHERIFF S/o 
Shaik Faqruddin, resident of 
No 773, 30th B Cross, Mo-
ghul Darbar Restorent, Tilak 
Nagar, Jayanagara, Benga-
luru-560041, have changed 
my name to MAHABOOB 
SHARIFF, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 21.07.2026, before Notary 
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHAGOFTA AMJAD  
BASHA, resident of No 30, 
Muniga Layout Near Sam-
rat Hotel, Maruthi Seva 
Nagar, Bengaluru 560033, 
have changed my name to 
SHAGUFTA, vide affidavit dat-
ed: 21.07.2026, before Notary 
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

To place a classified 
ad contact:  

080-41209042
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‘India shapes global agenda 
with growing influence’

‘India is one of the oldest and greatest civilisations, with a heritage that has 
enriched the world through its culture, philosophy and historical monuments’

SKOPJE
 

North Macedonia President 
G o r d a n a  S i l j a n o v s -
ka-Davkova praised India's 
global leadership, democrat-
ic values and economic 
progress while calling for 
stronger bilateral ties and 
cooperation.

North Macedonia Presi-
dent Gordana Siljanovs-
ka-Davkova on Tuesday de-
scribed India as one of the 
world's most influential na-
tions, praising its rich civil-
isation, democratic strength 
and rapid economic growth. 

Speaking at a joint press 
conference with President 
Droupadi Murmu in Skopje, 
she said the discussions be-
tween the two leaders were 
warm, open and focused on 
expanding future coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries.

Davkova said India is one 
of the oldest and greatest ci-
vilisations, with a heritage 
that has enriched the world 
through its culture, philoso-
phy and historical monu-

ments. She highlighted land-
marks such as the Himala-
yas, the Taj Mahal and an-
cient temples, while praising 
the contributions of Mahat-
m a  G a n d h i ,  S w a m i 
Vivekananda, Ravi Shankar 
and filmmaker Satyajit Ray.

She noted that India has 
successfully preserved its 
history while becoming a 
global leader in innovation, 
technology and scientific 
achievements. Calling India 
the world's largest democra-
cy and one of the fast-
est-growing economies, she 
said the country plays a ma-
jor role in shaping the global 
agenda.

The North Macedonia 

President said both leaders 
agreed to strengthen politi-
cal dialogue and expand co-
operation between govern-
ments, ministers, parlia-
ments and institutions. She 
added that there is still great 
untapped potential in bilat-
eral relations.

Davkova also described 
India's economic transfor-
mation as one of the most 
remarkable success stories 
of the 21st century. She ex-
pressed confidence that 
s t ronger  economic t ies 
would complement the ex-
cellent political relationship 
and create new opportunities 
for businesses and invest-
ments in both countries.

India-North 
Macedonia boost 

economic ties
President Droupadi 

Murmu on Tuesday said 
India and North Mace-
donia have agreed to 

strengthen trade, invest-
ment and business co-
operation. During talks 

with President Gordana 
Siljanovska-Davkova, 

both leaders discussed 
collaboration in IT, 

agriculture, pharmaceu-
ticals, textiles, tourism 
and filmmaking. They 
also agreed to double 
bilateral trade. Murmu 

said her historic visit 
would begin a new 
chapter in relations 

and welcomed North 
Macedonia's interest 

in joining India's global 
sustainable develop-

ment initiatives.

Trump weighs 
ceasefire or fresh 

military action
WASHINGTON DC

 
US President Donald Trump 
is considering two options as 
tensions between the United 
States and Iran continue to 
rise, he is deciding whether to 
support a proposed 10-day 
ceasefire or continue military 
action with Israel.

The ceasefire proposal has 
been put forward by media-
tors from Qatar, Egypt, Paki-
stan and other regional coun-
tries. It includes a temporary 
stop to fighting, reopening the 
Strait of Hormuz for global 
shipping and creating time for 
talks on a long-term maritime 
agreement.

Reports said the Trump ad-
ministration is reviewing the 
proposal and has asked Israel 
not to take actions that could 
affect diplomatic efforts. 
However, the United States 
has also strengthened its mil-
itary presence by sending 
more fighter aircraft and refu-
elling planes to the region. 
Israel is also preparing for 
possible military operations if 
talks fail.

Neither the United States 
nor Iran has accepted the pro-
posal so far. 

Iran confirmed that 
mediators are working to 
reduce tensions but said 
its armed forces would 
continue responding to 
what it called American 

aggression

MEA greets Miliband, eyes 
stronger India-UK relations

LONDON
 

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar on Tuesday con-
gratulated Ed Miliband on 
his appointment as the Unit-
ed Kingdom's new Foreign 
Secretary and expressed 
confidence that India and the 
UK would continue to deep-
en their strategic partner-
ship. 

He said he looked forward 
to working closely with 
Miliband to further strength-
en cooperation between the 
two countries across several 
important sectors.

In a post on X, Jaishankar 
said the India-UK Compre-
hensive Strategic Partner-
ship has gained strong mo-
mentum in recent years, es-
pecially after the implemen-
tation of the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA). He added that 
both countries have made 
steady progress in expanding 
bilateral cooperation.

Ed Miliband, who was 

elected as Member of Parlia-
ment for Doncaster North in 
2005, officially took charge 
as the UK's Foreign Secre-
tary on Monday. Before this, 
he served as Secretary of 
State for Energy Security 
and Net Zero from July 2024 
to July 2026. He has also 
held several senior govern-
ment positions, including 
Secretary of State for Energy 
and Climate Change and 
Leader of the Labour Party.

During his tenure as Ener-
gy Secretary,  Miliband 
worked closely with India on 
clean energy initiatives. Last 
year, he co-chaired the 
Fourth India-UK Energy Di-
alogue with Union Minister 

Manohar Lal. The meeting 
reviewed cooperation in re-
newable energy, power and 
green technologies. Both 
countries also launched the 
UK-India Offshore Wind 
Taskforce to promote off-
shore wind projects, supply 
chains and financing models 
while strengthening cooper-
ation in green hydrogen and 
energy innovation.

India-UK energy 
cooperation

India and the United 
Kingdom have ex-

panded cooperation 
in renewable energy, 

offshore wind and 
green hydrogen. The 

two countries recently 
launched the UK-India 

Offshore Wind Taskforce 
to support clean energy 
projects, improve supply 

chains and encourage 
investment.

Indian jailed for Singapore diamond theft attempt
SINGAPORE

 
An Indian national has been 
sentenced to two years, two 
months and two weeks in jail 
for stealing a valuable dia-
mond from a jewellery store 
in Singapore. His alleged ac-
complice will appear in court 
on Friday in connection with 
the same case.

Mangroliya Manojkumar 
Kurjibhai, 41, pleaded guilty 
to stealing a 4.95-carat dia-
mond worth about SGD 
200,000 (USD 154,000) from 
a jewellery store in China-
town. According to court doc-
uments, he and Serasiya Mi-
lan Ramnikbhai, 30, travelled 
from India to Singapore after 

planning the theft in advance.
Before leaving India, the 

two reportedly arranged for a 
fake diamond to be made in 
Surat with the same specifi-
cations and serial num-
ber as the original 
stone. At the store, 
Mangroliya distracted 
the sales manager 
while Milan secretly 
replaced the real dia-
mond with the fake one 
and hid the genuine stone.

The theft was captured on 
CCTV cameras. After the pair 
left the shop, staff checked 
the diamond and discovered it 
was counterfeit. The suspects 
then returned to their hotel, 
checked out early and booked 

a flight to India.
However, they were arrest-

ed at Changi Airport while 
trying to leave Singapore. Po-

lice recovered the genu-
ine diamond from 

Milan's bag before 
the flight.

Prosecutors told 
the court that the 
crime was careful-

ly planned and car-
ried out only after the 

accused entered Singapore 
for that purpose. During sen-
tencing, Mangroliya request-
ed leniency, saying he has 
two children in India. The 
offence carries a maximum 
punishment of seven years' 
imprisonment and a fine.

Indian-UN diplomats still displaced 
over building safety

NEW YORK
 

Indian diplomats posted at the 
Permanent Mission of India to 
the United Nations continue 
to remain displaced three 
weeks after their mission 
building was evacuated be-
cause of structural concerns at 
a nearby high-rise building in 
Manhattan.

The mission building, 
which includes offices and 
residential apartments for dip-
lomats and their families, was 
evacuated on July 7 after 
safety concerns were reported 
at the former Pfizer headquar-
ters located across the street. 
Although evacuation orders 

for most surrounding build-
ings were lifted within a day, 
the Indian mission, along with 
a nearby school and hotel, re-
mains closed.

The continued closure has 
forced diplomats and their 
families to stay in temporary 
hotels across New York, cre-
ating major inconvenience 
and disrupting their daily 
lives. Despite these difficul-
ties, mission officials have 
continued to perform their 
diplomatic duties without in-
terruption. They also success-
fully managed External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar's 
visit to the United Nations on 
July 13.

Pak sets up 
cryptocurrency 
unit to fight fin 

crimes
ISLAMABAD

 
Pakistan's Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) has created 
a new cryptocurrency investi-
gation unit to prevent money 
laundering and terrorism fi-
nancing through digital cur-
rency transactions. 

The move aims to strength-
en oversight of virtual assets 
and improve the country's 
ability to tackle financial 
crimes involving cryptocur-
rencies.

FIA Counter-Terrorism 
Wing Director Dr. Muham-
mad Athar Waheed said the 
Pakistan Virtual Assets Regu-
latory Authority would con-
tinue regulating digital assets, 
while the newly formed unit 
would investigate their possi-
ble use in criminal activities.

The cryptocurrency investi-
gation unit will function un-
der the FIA's newly estab-
lished National Command 
and Control Centre.

BNM seeks global action over 
missing Baloch leader

Quetta: The Baloch National Movement (BNM) has called 
for international action over the alleged enforced disappear-
ance of its senior leader, Ustad Wahid Kambar Baloch. In a 
statement released on X, the organisation marked two years 
since his reported disappearance and demanded that he be 
produced before the public immediately.

BNM alleged that Ustad Wahid Kambar Baloch has been in 
the custody of the Pakistan Army for the past two years. 

It claimed he should be treated as a prisoner of war under 
international humanitarian law. According to the organisation, 
he was allegedly abducted on July 19, 2024, from Kerman in 
Iran.
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Kevin Keegan Dies at 75
LONDON

 
Liverpool, Newcastle United 
and England football legend 
Kevin Keegan passed away at 
the age of 75, seven weeks 
after publicly revealing that 
he had been diagnosed with 
stage four cancer. His family 
confirmed the news, bringing 
an end to the life of one of 
English football’s most cele-
brated figures.

Keegan enjoyed a remark-
able playing career spanning 
nearly two decades, represent-
ing Scunthorpe United, Liver-
pool, Hamburg, Southampton 
and Newcastle United. Pri-
marily an attacking midfielder 
who could also operate as a 
forward, he established him-
self as one of England’s finest 
footballers and later went on 
to manage Newcastle United, 
Fulham, Manchester City and 
the England national team.

Newcastle United led the 
tributes, describing Keegan as 

one of the most iconic, influ-
ential and deeply loved fig-
ures in the club's history. In a 
heartfelt statement, the club 
said Keegan was more than a 
legendary player and manag-
er, calling him the beating 
heart of Newcastle United for 
generations of supporters.

The club credited him with 
transforming perceptions of 
Newcastle during his playing 
days and later inspiring the 
city as manager with an at-
tacking brand of football that 
captivated fans across the 

world. His passion, ambition 
and deep connection with the 
North East made him a be-
loved figure whose influence 
extended far beyond the foot-
ball pitch.

Newcastle said Keegan's 
legacy would not be measured 
merely by appearances or vic-
tories but by the memories he 
created, the dreams he inspired 
and the generations of support-
ers who fell in love with foot-
ball because of him. Tributes 
from across the footballing 
world are expected to continue 
as fans remember one of En-
gland's greatest football icons.

Key Hilights
Kevin Keegan dies aged 75. 

Former England captain & manager. 
Family confirms death after cancer battle.

Starred for Liverpool, Hamburg & Newcastle.

Newcastle United pays emotional tribute. 

Remembered as one of England’s 
greatest football figures.

England football legend Kevin Keegan died at 75 after battling 
stage four cancer, leaving behind an enduring legacy.

Delhi Edge Ahmedabad in UTT Thriller

PANAJI
 

Indian table tennis star Sathi-
yan Gnanasekaran produced 
a captain’s performance as 
Dabang Delhi TTC defeated 
Ahmedabad APL Pipers 9-6 
in Ultimate Table Tennis 
(UTT) Season 7 at the Dr 
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
Indoor Stadium.

The former champions en-
dured a closely contested en-
counter, with both teams ex-
changing early victories be-
fore Sathiyan took charge. 

He first teamed up with Ma-
ria Xiao to secure a crucial 
mixed doubles win, giving 
Delhi a slender edge after the 
opening singles matches had 
ended evenly.

Delhi had made a positive 
start when Youssef Abdelaziz 
edged Adrien Rassenfosse in 
a thrilling three-game contest 
decided on the Golden Point. 
However, Ahmedabad quick-
ly levelled the tie as Austrian 
star Sofia Polcanova defeated 
Maria Xiao in another Gold-
en Point finish to continue 
her impressive campaign.

The decisive moment came 
in the mixed doubles, where 
Sathiyan and Xiao overcame 
Payas Jain and Polcanova to 
restore Delhi's advantage. 
Carrying that momentum 

into his singles match, Sathi-
yan delivered one of his fin-
est performances of the sea-
son. Having struggled against 
Payas in recent meetings, the 
experienced Indian paddler 
responded with a command-
ing straight-games victory to 
put Delhi firmly in control.

Ahmedabad captain Mani-
ka Batra ended the evening 
on a positive note by defeat-
ing Sutirtha Mukherjee in the 
final singles match, but the 
result was not enough to 
deny Delhi an important vic-
tory.

The win marked Delhi's 
third of the campaign and 
significantly strengthened 
their chances of qualifying 
for the playoffs in the sev-
enth season of Ultimate Ta-
ble Tennis, which features 42 
players, including 14 Olym-
pians.

Captain Sathiyan 
Gnanasekaran starred 
as Dabang Delhi TTC 
defeated Ahmedabad 

APL Pipers 9-6 to 
boost their playoff  

hopes.

RESULT
Dabang Delhi TTC beat Ah-
medabad APL Pipers 9-6.

Sathiyan Gnanasekaran won  
both his singles and mixed  

doubles matches.

Delhi’s mixed doubles victory 
shifted momentum before  

Sathiyan sealed the tie with a 
dominant singles display.

Delhi registered their third win of 
the season and boosted their 

playoff hopes.
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ROAD TO GLASGOW
Selva Eyes Glasgow Debut Glory
MUMBAI

 
Indian triple jumper Selva 
Prabhu is set to make his se-
nior debut at the 2026 Com-
m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s  i n 
Glasgow, marking a major 
milestone in his rapidly rising 
athletics career.

The  21-year-o ld  has 
emerged as one of India's 
brightest talents in the men's 
triple jump after winning a 
silver medal at the World U20 
Championships and establish-
ing himself as an NCAA 
champion in the United 
States. As he prepares to com-
pete at his first senior multi-
sport event, Selva described 
the opportunity to represent 
India as both an honour and a 
responsibility.

Having spent the last few 
years competing in the highly 
competitive NCAA circuit, 
Selva believes the experience 
has significantly improved 
every aspect of his game. 
Regular competition against 
world-class athletes and guid-

ance from experienced coach-
es have helped him become 
stronger technically, physical-
ly and mentally, giving him 
the confidence to perform on 
the international stage.

In the build-up to the 
Glasgow Games, Selva has 
focused on refining his speed, 
rhythm and technique. He 
said consistency across all 
three phases of the triple jump 
has been the priority during 
training while ensuring peak 
physical fitness.

Despite acknowledging the 
high standard of competition 
in the men's triple jump, Sel-
va remains focused on deliv-

ering his best performance 
rather than worrying about the 
opposition. He believes exe-
cuting his jumps well could 
help him achieve a mark close 
to or beyond his personal 
best.

Selva also credited the In-
spire Institute of Sport (IIS) 
for playing an important role 
in his development and prepa-
rations for the Common-
wealth Games. With his first 
senior multi-sport appearance 
approaching, the young jump-
er hopes to gain valuable ex-
perience while making India 
proud on one of athletics' big-
gest stages.

It’s a huge honour to represent 
India at my first senior multi-sport 
Games. My goal is to give my best 
and make my country proud.

-Selva Prabhu
Competing in the NCAA has 
helped me improve technically, 
physically and mentally, making 
me more confident for 
international competitions.

-Selva Prabhu

Ojha Ton Puts 
India Ahead

COLOMBO
 

Kushagra Ojha produced a 
composed unbeaten century 
as India Under-19 recovered 
from a disastrous start to fin-
ish the opening day of the 
second Youth Test against Sri 
Lanka Under-19 in a com-
manding position at 253/3.

After opting to bowl first, 
Sri Lanka made the perfect 
start by dismissing Indian 
openers Lakshya Raichandani 
and Sagar Virk without a run 
on the board inside the first 
six overs. Sethmika Senevi-
ratne and Gimhan Mendis 
struck with the new ball to 
leave the visitors reeling at 
0/2.

India's fightback began 
with a crucial 122-run part-
nership between Ojha and 
captain Yashbardhan Chau-
han. While Ojha adopted a 
patient approach, Yashbard-
han counter-attacked confi-
dently, bringing up his 
half-century in just 51 deliv-
eries. The skipper eventually 
fell for an entertaining 78 off 
89 balls, which included 11 
fours and two sixes.

Following his dismissal, 
Manal Chauhan joined Ojha 
in the middle, and the pair en-
sured Sri Lanka found no way 
back into the contest. The duo 
stitched together an unbeaten 
131-run partnership for the 
fourth wicket, taking India 
firmly into control despite in-
terruptions caused by rain and 
bad light.

Ojha reached his half-cen-
tury in 101 balls before accel-
erating to complete a well-de-
served unbeaten century. 

Manal also impressed with a 
composed unbeaten 55 as the 
pair added quick runs in the 
final session.

Only 65 overs were possible 
on the opening day because of 
weather interruptions, but In-
dia finished in a strong posi-
tion with Ojha and Manal un-
beaten at the crease, looking to 
build an even bigger first-in-
nings total on the second day.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
n �Score: India Under-19 – 

253/3 in 65 overs,

n �Top Scorer: Kushagra 
Ojha – 103,

n �Captain’s Knock: Yash-
bardhan Chauhan – 78,

n �Support Act: Manal 
Chauhan – 55,	

n �Key Partnerships: 122 
runs (Ojha-Yashbardhan); 
131* runs (Ojha-Manal),

n �Sri Lanka Bowlers: Gim-
han Mendis 2/42, Sethmi-
ka Seneviratne 1/46 .

FIFA to investigate WC final post-match brawl
NEW JERSEY

 
FIFA has appointed a disci-
plinary and ethics prosecutor 
to investigate the post-match 
brawl that erupted after Spain 
defeated Argentina 1-0 after 
extra time to win the FIFA 
World Cup.

The ill-tempered final end-
ed in controversy after Spain 
secured their second World 
Cup title through an ex-
tra-time winner from winger 
Ferran Torres. Emotions ran 
high throughout the closing 
stages, with Argentina already 
down to 10 players after mid-
fielder Enzo Fernandez was 
sent off in the 93rd minute of 
normal time following a sec-
ond yellow card.

Tensions spilled over im-
mediately after the final whis-
tle when Argentine midfielder 
Leandro Paredes became in-
volved in a confrontation with 
several Spanish players, in-

cluding defender Eric Garcia 
and midfielder Gavi. The al-
tercation quickly escalated 
into a mass brawl involving 
players from both teams, with 
pushing and shoving breaking 
out on the pitch.

Coaching staff and match 
officials rushed to intervene 
as players from both sides ex-
changed heated words before 
being physically separated. 
Argentina head coach Lionel 
Scaloni was seen attempting 
to calm his players and re-
store order following the cha-
otic scenes.

In response to the incident, 
FIFA has initiated disciplinary 
proceedings by appointing a 
prosecutor from its disci-
plinary and ethics department 
to investigate the events that 
unfolded after the match. The 
governing body has not indi-
cated when the inquiry will be 
completed or whether any 
players or officials could face 

sanctions.
The investigation is expect-

ed to examine video footage, 
match reports and other evi-
dence before determining 
whether disciplinary action is 
warranted against those in-
volved in the post-match vio-

lence.
FIFA has launched an in-

vestigation into the post-
match brawl fol lowing 
Spain's World Cup final vic-
tory over Argentina, with dis-
ciplinary action likely after 
chaotic scenes.

MLB roundup: Red Sox edge 
Orioles for 14th straight win

BOSTON
 

Caleb Durbin hit a tiebreaking solo home 
run to break in the eighth inning as the 
Boston Red Sox extended their winning 
streak to 14 games by beating the visiting 
Baltimore Orioles, 6-5.

The streak is the second longest in club 
history and one short of the franchise re-
cord set in 1946.

Durbin's homer came against reliever 
Tyler Wells (2-2) and broke a 5-5 tie. It 
was his 10th home run of the season. Bal-
timore had runners on second and third 
with two outs in the ninth, but Tyler 
O'Neill lined out to shortstop to end the 
game. Garrett Whitlock (5-1) pitched a 
scoreless eighth to earn the win. Aroldis 
Chapman worked the ninth for his 22nd 
save.

Christian Encarnacion-Strand homered 
and Gunnar Henderson had three doubles 
for the Orioles, who committed four errors. 
The loss ended Baltimore's seven-game 
winning streak.

Jazz Chisholm Jr. homered twice as New 

York played one of its best games at home 
of late to beat Pittsburgh.

The Yankees won for the third time in 
their past 12 home games and scored its 
most runs in a home game since a 10-5 vic-
tory over the Chicago White Sox on June 
17 thanks to Chisholm, who homered in 
the first and third off Pittsburgh's Braxton 
Ashcraft (9-4) and produced his 10th ca-
reer multi-homer game.

Chisholm's second homer occurred after 
rookie Esmerlyn Valdez hit a 431-foot two-
run home run that gave the Pirates a 5-4 
lead in the top of the third. Valdez's drive 
to right gave him an RBI in eight straight 
games and 13 homers in the first 32 games 
of his career.

Quartararo to 
join Honda 

in 2027
PORTIMAO

 
Former MotoGP world cham-
pion Fabio Quartararo will 
join Honda's factory team 
from the 2027 season after 
signing a two-year contract, 
the Japanese manufacturer an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The 27-year-old French rid-
er will leave Yamaha at the 
end of the 2026 campaign, 
bringing an end to a highly 
successful association that be-
gan in 2019. During his stint 
with Yamaha, Quartararo es-
tablished himself as one of 
MotoGP's leading riders, win-
ning the 2021 world champi-
onship and becoming the first 
French rider to claim the pre-
mier-class title.

Quartararo enjoyed the 
most successful phase of his 
career with Yamaha, securing 
11 race victories and 32 podi-
um finishes. However, he has 
endured a difficult 2026 sea-
son and currently sits 14th in 
the riders' standings.

Confirming the move, Honda 
Racing Corporation (HRC) said 
Quartararo would spearhead the 
team's challenge as MotoGP 
enters a new era in 2027, when 
the championship switches to 
850cc machinery under revised 
technical regulations.

Honda Racing Corporation 
(HRC) are pleased to an-
nounce the signing of Fabio 
Quartararo for the 2027 and 
2028 MotoGP World Champi-
onship seasons, the manufac-
turer said in a statement.

The move is expected to 
bolster Honda's ambitions of 
returning to the front of the 
grid after several challenging 
seasons. Quartararo's experi-
ence, speed and proven cham-
pionship-winning credentials 
make him one of the biggest 
signings ahead of MotoGP's 
new technical era.

Charismatic 
Keegan wore his 

heart on his sleeve, 
on and off the pitch
LONDON

 
Kevin Keegan wore his heart 
on his sleeve as both a player 
and manager, and the fans 
loved him for it.

The former England forward, 
who has died of cancer at 75, 
combined charisma and impul-
sive passion with an ability to 
score the goals that mattered 
while never losing sight of where 
he had come from and what the 
game meant to so many.

The fans made me, former 
club Liverpool recalled their 
'Mighty Mouse' as saying 
once. When they started sing-
ing my name… what am I, five 
foot seven with Cuban-heeled 
boots? But (because of them) I 
was six foot six.

Known also as 'King Kev', 
Keegan was hailed as a saviour 
on Tyneside when he returned 
to his old club as manager in 
1992 to stave off relegation to 
the third tier and take the Mag-
pies back to the top flight with 
the likes of Andy Cole, David 
Ginola and Peter Beardsley.

Keegan's father Joe had been 
a miner in a South Yorkshire 
colliery and was a Newcastle 
fan. In the 1995-96 season 
Newcastle had soared 12 
points clear in the title race 
with their attacking approach, 
⁠only to be caught and overtak-
en by Alex Ferguson's Man-
chester United.

The pressure took its toll on 
Keegan and he showed his vul-
nerability, and impulsiveness, 
with a finger-jabbing television 
rant after beating Leeds United 
1-0 that has gone down in Pre-
mier League lore and is oft-re-
peated.

KISS INHERITS WALLABIES SIDE 
WITH FAMILIAR PROBLEMS

MELBOURNE
 

Joe Schmidt would have 
liked to hand over a fully re-
built Wallabies side to Les 
Kiss but instead the incoming 
coach will find a similar set 
of problems to the ones that 
greeted the New Zealander 
two years ago.

Schmidt took over a de-
moralised outfit in the wake 
of the 2023 World Cup in 
France where the Wallabies 
crashed to their first exit from 
the pool phase under the cha-
otic tenure of Eddie Jones.

Despite some notable wins, 
including the upset of world 
champions South Africa at 
Ellis Park last year, Schmidt 
departs with a record of 19 
losses from 31 tests, the sec-
ond-worst winning ratio 
among Wallabies coaches 
with 30 tests in charge.

After losing two of the 
three Nations Championship 
(NC) tests, the Wallabies are 
languishing at eighth in the 
world rankings, only one bet-
ter than their low point ⁠after 
France 2023.

They signed off from the 
championship's Southern 

Hemisphere leg over the 
weekend with a 57-10 win 
over Italy in Perth to farewell 
Schmidt in style.

But beating the 12th-
ranked Italians, who were 
exhausted after a long tour 
and without their head coach 
due to a World Rugby ban, 
was small consolation follow-
ing the home defeats by Ire-
land and France.

After the Wallabies conced-
ed 30 unanswered points 
against the French in Bris-
bane, captain Harry Wilson 
spoke for many when he said 
the team had failed to deliver 
for their fans.

We're definitely bothered 

by it; we're here to win and 
no team can sit there and say 
we're happy with being close 
and improving, he said.

The Wallabies played su-
perb rugby in phases during 
all three matches but despite 
Schmidt's efforts to blood 
new players, a lack of depth 
continues to restrict them.

With erstwhile number 10 
Noah Lolesio unselected 
while playing in Japan's sec-
ond division, Joe Schmidt 
used debutant Declan Mere-
dith as his starting flyhalf 
against ⁠France following in-
juries to Carter Gordon and 
Ben Donaldson against the 
Irish.
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 Turmeric Prices Rise Amid Drought Supply Concerns
ERODE

 
Turmeric prices in Tamil 
Nadu’s major trading cen-
tre of Erode have climbed 
close to ₹20,000 per quin-
tal as lower arrivals, strong 
demand  and  fea r s  o f 
drought continue to tighten 
supplies. Traders say prices 
may increase further if 
monsoon rains remain 
weak and cultivation de-
clines during the next 
growing season.

The finger variety of tur-
meric touched ₹19,779 per 
quintal on Monday, com-
pared to ₹15,199 on June 

19 and around ₹14,000 in 
April. The bulb variety 
also recorded a sharp rise, 
reaching ₹17,632 per quin-
ta l  af ter  t rading near 
₹14,000 in April.

Traders said fresh arriv-

als from major producing 
states, including Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana and Maharash-
tra, have almost ended. The 
next major arrivals are ex-
pected only in February 
2027, adding to concerns 
about supply.

M. Sathyamurthy, Secre-
tary of the Erode Turmeric 
Merchants and Godown 
Owners’ Association, said, 
“If rainfall remains poor, 
cultivation may decline 
further and prices could 
continue to rise.”

He added that wholesal-
ers have started stocking 

turmeric in anticipation of 
lower production next sea-
son.

Farmers, however, said 
the price increase has 
brought little benefit be-
cause many had already 
sold their produce before 
the recent rally.

Market experts believe 
adequate rainfall could sta-
bilise prices, but prolonged 
drought conditions may re-
duce cultivation further 
and push turmeric prices 
above previous record lev-
els in the coming months 
a c r o s s  p r o d u c i n g  
regions.:::

MARKET WATCH
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Kharif Sowing
 Drops As Pulses Area 

Shrinks

Domestic Air Travel 
Records Steady 

Growth This Year

Lupin Licenses Two 
Cancer Drug 

Programmes To Kaveri

FCNR Deposits Set to 
Boost Banking 

Liquidity and Credit

New Delhi
India’s kharif crop sowing 

fell by 6.04 per cent to 
658.19 lakh hectares as of 

July 17 compared to the 
same period last year, ac-
cording to the Agriculture 
Ministry. The biggest de-
cline was seen in pulses, 

where sowing dropped by 
over 15 per cent. Rice acre-

age fell slightly, while 
coarse cereals and oil-

seeds also recorded lower 
coverage. Bajra, soybean 

and groundnut sowing de-
clined, raising concerns 
about crop production 

during the current kharif 
season.

New Delhi
India’s domestic airlines 
carried 864.04 lakh pas-

sengers during Janu-
ary-June 2026, up 1.44 per 
cent from 851.74 lakh pas-
sengers in the same period 
last year, according to the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

However, passenger traffic 
in June fell slightly by 1.03 

per cent to 134.64 lakh 
from May. Among airlines, 

Akasa Air recorded the 
highest passenger load 

factor at 92.2 per cent, fol-
lowed by SpiceJet, Air India 
Group and IndiGo, showing 
strong demand for domes-

tic air travel.

New Delhi
Lupin Limited’s US subsidi-
ary, Lupin Inc., has licensed 

two cancer drug pro-
grammes to Kaveri Thera-

peutics Inc., a newly 
formed US company, in a 

deal valued at USD 1.6 mil-
lion. In return, Lupin Inc. re-
ceived an 82.2 per cent eq-
uity stake in Kaveri Thera-
peutics through 332,000 

common shares. The 
agreement, completed on 
July 20, 2026, gives Kaveri 

Therapeutics exclusive and 
permanent rights to devel-
op the two oncology pro-

grammes.

Mumbai
Foreign Currency Non-Resi-
dent (Bank) or FCNR(B) de-

posits in India could reach 
between USD 50 billion and 
USD 70 billion, helping im-
prove liquidity and reduce 

funding pressure on banks, 
according to global brokerag-

es.Jefferies, UBS and Mac-
quarie said the Reserve Bank 

of India’s recent FCNR(B) 
measures have received a 

stronger-than-expected re-
sponse from overseas de-

positors. 

Trump Revises Aluminium Tariffs 
To Boost Domestic Industry

President Donald Trump has announced new aluminium import tariff changes to 
strengthen national security and encourage more domestic aluminium production
WASHINGTON

 
US President Donald Trump 
has signed a proclamation un-
der Section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962 to re-
vise tariffs on aluminium im-
ports. The White House said 
the move is aimed at protect-
ing America's national securi-
ty and increasing investment 
in the country's aluminium 
industry.

According to the adminis-
tration, aluminium is an es-
sential material used in mili-
tary equipment such as ar-
moured vehicles, naval ships, 
spacecraft, missiles and other 
strategic defence systems. 
These products require high-
strength aluminium alloys 
made from primary alumini-
um, but current US produc-
tion is not enough to meet 

domestic demand.
The proclamation directs 

the Secretary of Commerce to 
introduce an incentive pro-
gramme for companies will-
ing to build, expand or mod-
ernise aluminium smelters in 
the United States. Approved 
companies will be allowed to 
import a matching quantity of 
primary aluminium at a tariff 
rate that is half the normal 
Section 232 duty.

The Commerce Depart-
ment will review investment 

plans and monitor whether 
companies fulfil their com-
mitments. Businesses failing 

to meet approved targets may 
lose the reduced tariff bene-
fits, including those already 
granted.

The White House said the 
decision supports the reshor-
ing of aluminium production 
and reduces dependence on 
foreign suppliers. It added 
that since returning to office, 
P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p  h a s 
strengthened tariffs on key 
sectors, including steel, cop-
per, automobiles, trucks, tim-
ber, lumber and pharmaceu-
ticals, to support American 
manufacturing.

The administration also 
claimed that its tariff policies 
have encouraged trillions of 
dollars in domestic and for-
eign investment, helping cre-
ate jobs, strengthen supply 
chains and improve the coun-
try's industrial base.

The new policy offers 
lower import tariffs 

to companies invest-
ing in US aluminium 
production facilities. 
Officials say the plan 

will increase domestic 
manufacturing, improve 

the supply of primary 
aluminium for defence 
needs, create new jobs 
and reduce reliance on 

imports. Companies 
must complete ap-

proved investment plans 
to continue receiving 

tariff benefits under the 
programme.

SBI Funds Expands 
Investment Products 
And Customer Reach
MUMBAI

 
SBI Funds Management plans 
to introduce new products un-
der its Alternative Investment 
Funds (AIF) business while 
strengthening its fund man-
agement and fundraising ca-
pabilities, Chief Executive 
Officer Debasish Mishra said 
after the company's listing 
ceremony.

Mishra said the AIF seg-
ment is one of the company's 
major growth areas and sig-
nificant investments are being 
made to expand its offerings. 
He added that the company 
will soon announce new prod-
uct capabilities, particularly in 
Category II AIFs, which con-
tinue to see strong growth 
across the investment indus-
try.

SBI Chairman C.S. Setty 
said the company will contin-
ue to focus on its core mutual 
fund business while gradually 
expanding its range of finan-
cial products. He noted that 
mutual fund investors current-
ly make up less than four per 
cent of SBI's total customer 
base, leaving strong growth 
opportunities.

Setty said SBI Funds Man-
agement would continue to 
develop products through its 
own subsidiaries to ensure 
better quality, greater control 
and customer suitability. He 

also clarified that the compa-
ny's royalty and commission 
policies would remain un-
changed after its stock market 
listing and would continue to 
match industry standards.

The company has set a tar-
get of reaching around 1.4 
million wealth management 
customers by 2030. Setty add-
ed that SBI follows an open 
architecture approach in 
wealth management, offering 
carefully selected products 
that best meet the needs of 
high-net-worth individuals.

n �New AIF products to be 
introduced soon.

n �Focus on expanding 
Category II AIF business.

n �Mutual funds remain the 
company’s core business.

n �Target of 1.4 million wealth 
customers by 2030.

n �Royalty and commis-
sion policies will remain 
unchanged.

SBI Funds Management 
plans to strengthen its 
Alternative Investment 
Fund business, launch 

new products and 
expand its wealth 

management customer 
base by 2030

 “Good prices alone cannot 
encourage cultivation when 

farmers face serious water 
shortages.”

- K.R. Sudandhirarasu, President 
of the Tamil Nadu Small and 

Micro Farmer Association

India, UK Deepen Trade; Milk 
MSP Unchanged

NEW DELHI
 

Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal on 
Monday congratulated Jona-
than Reynolds on his appoint-
ment as the United Kingdom's 
Secretary of State for Busi-
ness, Innovation, Science and 
Trade. Goyal said he looks 
forward to working with 
Reynolds to strengthen trade 
and investment ties between 
India and the UK following 
the implementation of the 
Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
on July 15.

Meanwhile, Andy Burnham 
became Britain's 59th Prime 
Minister after Keir Starmer 
resigned. Speaking after tak-
ing office, Burnham said Brit-
ain must restore political sta-
bility and rebuild public con-
fidence in the political sys-
tem.

In another development, the 
Centre informed Parliament 
that there is no proposal to in-
troduce a Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) for milk. Minis-
ter Rajiv Ranjan Singh said 
milk prices will continue to 
be decided by cooperatives 
and private dairies based on 
market conditions.

The government said it has 
taken several steps to support 
dairy farmers by expanding 
cooperative societies, increas-
ing milk chilling and process-
ing capacity, and improving 
quality testing. India pro-
duced 248 million metric 
tonnes of milk during 2024-
25, about 69 per cent higher 
than in 2014-15. Officials said 
improvements in breeding 
programmes, artificial insem-
ination and dairy.

Dairy Sector 
Receives Major 
Infrastructure 

Boost
The government has 

expanded village-lev-
el dairy infrastructure 
by establishing over 
36,000 new Dairy 

Cooperative Societies 
and strengthening more 

than 31,000 existing 
ones. It has also in-

creased milk chilling and 
processing capacity, dis-
tributed quality testing 
devices and promoted 

breed improvement 
programmes. These 

measures aim to 
support dairy farmers, 
improve milk quality 

and strengthen organ-
ised milk procurement 

across India.

India Approves First Dengue Vaccine To 
Strengthen Disease Prevention Efforts

NEW DELHI
 

India has approved its first 
dengue vaccine, marking a 
major milestone in the 
country's fight against one 
of the fastest-growing mos-
quito-borne diseases. The 
Health Ministry announced 
on Tuesday that the Central 
Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDS-
CO) has granted 
marketing ap-
p r o v a l  f o r 
Qdenga, a vac-
c i n e  d e v e l -
oped by Take-
da GmbH of 
Germany and 
i m p o r t e d  b y 
Takeda Biophar-
maceuticals India 
Pvt. Ltd.

Qdenga is a live, attenu-
ated tetravalent vaccine de-
signed to protect against all 
four types of the dengue 

virus. Developed using re-
combinant DNA technolo-
gy, the vaccine is supplied 
as a freeze-dried powder 
and is given as a subcuta-
neous injection.

The vaccine has been ap-
proved for people aged be-
tween four and 60 years. 
The vaccination schedule 
includes two doses of 0.5 

ml each, adminis-
tered three months 

apart.
The approval 

f o l l o w s  d e -
tailed scientif-
ic evaluation 
of the vaccine's 

quality, safety 
and effective-

ness under India's 
drug regulations. The 

decision is supported by re-
sults from global clinical 
studies conducted in more 
than eight countries, in-
cluding Brazil, Thailand 

and Sri Lanka, along with a 
Phase III clinical trial car-
ried out in India.

Qdenga has already been 
approved in 42 countries, 
including the United King-
dom, Switzerland, Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Thailand. 
It has also received World 
Health Organization pre-
qualification, with more 
than 24 million doses dis-
tributed worldwide.

The Health Ministry said 
the vaccine will support ex-
isting dengue control mea-
sures such as mosquito 
control, disease surveil-
lance, early diagnosis and 
timely treatment. Officials 
stressed that vaccination 
will complement, not re-
place, preventive steps like 
e l i m i n a t i n g  m o s q u i t o 
breeding sites and using 
personal protection against 
mosqui to  b i tes  across  
communities.

Government Rules Out Milk MSP, Continues 
Market-Based Pricing Policy Nationwide

NEW DELHI
 

The Central Government 
has said there is no propos-
al to introduce a Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for 
milk, stating that prices 
will continue to be decided 
by cooperatives and pri-
vate  da i ry  companies 
based on market condi-
tions. The information was 
shared in the Lok Sabha by 
Minister of Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing Rajiv Ranjan Singh, 
a l so  known as  Lalan 
Singh.

The minister said the 
government is taking sev-
eral steps to protect dairy 
farmers, ensure fair milk 
prices, improve milk qual-
ity and safeguard consum-
er interests across the 
country.

To strengthen the organ-
ised dairy sector, the gov-

ernment established 36,283 
new Dairy Cooperative 
Societies at the village lev-
el by March 2026 and 
s t r eng thened  ano the r 
31,150 societies. It also 
created milk chilling ca-
pacity of 168 lakh litres 
per day and distributed 
76,748 milk quality testing 
devices. Projects with a 
processing and value-addi-
tion capacity of 418 lakh 
litres per day have also 
been approved.

India's milk production 

reached 248 million metric 
tonnes during 2024-25, 
compared to 146 million 
metric tonnes in 2014-15, 
an increase of nearly 69 
per cent. The government 
credited the growth to 
breed improvement pro-
grammes, free artificial 
insemination, sex-sorted 
semen and in-vitro fertili-
sation. Around 17.27 crore 
artificial inseminations 
have been carried out, in-
creasing coverage from 20 
per cent to 42 per cent and 
improving milk productiv-
ity by 67 per cent.

The minister added that 
FSSAI continues nation-
wide monitoring of milk 
quality through State Food 
Safety Authorities while 
the government expands 
organised milk procure-
ment and strengthens dairy 
infrastructure across rural 
India for sustained growth.

India Expands Public EV Charging 
Network Across The Country Rapidly
NEW DELHI

 
India now has 52,718 public 
electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations, including 16,561 fast 
charging stations for electric 
cars, the Centre informed Par-
liament on Tuesday. The gov-
ernment said it is expanding 
charging infrastructure to re-
duce range anxiety and en-
courage more people to adopt 
electric vehicles.

Minister of State for Heavy 
Industries Bhupathiraju Sriniva-
sa Varma said the Ministry of 
Heavy Industries has allocated 
₹912.50 crore under the FAME-
II scheme and ₹2,000 crore un-
der the PM E-DRIVE scheme 
to establish public EV charging 

stations, especially in cities and 
along national highways.

The Ministry of Power has 
also issued the "Guidelines for 
Installation and Operation of 
Electric Vehicle Charging Infra-
structure 2024" to ensure a con-
nected and standardised 
charging network across the 
country. Setting up EV charging 
stations has also been made an 
unlicensed activity, making it 
easier for private companies to 
build charging facilities. The 
government clarified that elec-
tric cars are not covered under 
the PM E-DRIVE scheme be-
cause they receive support un-
der the Production Linked In-
centive (PLI) Scheme for Auto-
mobile and Auto Components.

Markets Open Lower 
Amid Global 

Tensions And Foreign 
Fund Outflows

MUMBAI
 

Indian benchmark equity 
indices Sensex and Nifty 
opened lower on Tuesday as 
selling in heavyweight 
HDFC Bank, continued for-
eign fund outflows and ris-
ing geopolitical tensions 
affected investor confi-
dence.

The BSE Sensex fell 
58.89 points to 77,649.63 in 
early trade, while the NSE 
Nifty slipped 22.45 points 
to 24,216.05. Shares of 
HDFC Bank, Reliance In-
dustries, Axis Bank, Sun 
Pharma, Maruti and Eternal 
were among the major los-
ers.

HDFC Bank declined for 
the second straight session 
after its quarterly results 
disappointed investors due 
to weaker margins. Foreign 
Institutional Investors (FIIs) 
also remained net sellers, 
offloading equities worth 
₹1,121.04 crore on Monday.

Gold Futures Climb Nearly One Percent 
Amid Global Uncertainty And Talks

NEW DELHI
 

Gold prices rose sharply in 
futures trade on Tuesday as 
investors closely monitored 
diplomatic efforts to ease ten-
sions between the United 
States and Iran. Strong global 
trends also supported the rise 
in bullion prices.

On the Multi Commodity 
Exchange (MCX), gold con-
tracts for August delivery 
gained ₹988, or nearly one per 
cent, to ₹1,42,376 per 10 
grams in early trade. Analysts 
said improving global senti-
ment and expectations sur-
rounding the US-Iran talks 

influenced market movement.
In the international market, 

Comex gold futures for August 
delivery increased by USD 
66.30, or nearly two per cent, 
to USD 4,082.20 per ounce. 
Experts said reports that Iran 
had received a proposal for a 
10-day ceasefire helped gold 
recover from recent lows.

Market analysts noted that 
investors remain cautious be-
cause of concerns over energy 
prices, inflation and the possi-
bility of further interest rate 
hikes by the US Federal Re-
serve. A strong US dollar has 
also limited the metal's gains 
in recent weeks.
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Fernandez Vows To Fight On
NEW YORK

 
Argentina midfielder Enzo 
Fernandez has pledged to 
continue giving his all for the 
national team after breaking 
his silence following the 
heartbreaking FIFA World 
Cup final defeat to Spain. The 
Chelsea star reflected on the 
campaign, thanked supporters 
for their unwavering backing 
and promised to keep serving 
Argentina with pride despite 
the painful loss.

Argentina’s title defence 
came to an end after a 1-0 ex-
tra-time defeat to Spain at 
New York New Jersey Stadi-
um on Monday. Ferran Torres 
scored the decisive goal for 
the European champions, who 
lifted the trophy after a close-
ly contested final.

Fernandez endured a diffi-
cult evening as he was sent off 
in second-half stoppage time. 
The midfielder had already 
been booked for dissent be-
fore receiving a second yellow 
card for a late challenge on 
Spain defender Pau Cubarsi, 

leaving Lionel Scaloni’s side 
with 10 men during the clos-
ing moments of the match.

A day after the final, Fer-
nandez shared an emotional 
message on Instagram, saying 
the team’s journey meant 
more than the result alone. He 
praised the spirit of the squad, 
saying they had always repre-
sented Argentina with pride, 

humility and determination 
while competing at the high-
est level.

The 25-year-old also ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude to 
Argentina’s supporters, ac-
knowledging their constant 
encouragement throughout 
the tournament and for mak-
ing the players feel at home 
wherever they played.

Despite the disappointment 
of falling short in the final, 
Fernandez reaffirmed his 
commitment to the national 
team. He described wearing 
Argentina’s jersey as the 
greatest honour of his career 
and promised to continue giv-
ing everything every time he 
is called upon to represent his 
country.

Highlight of The 
Campaign:

Argentina lost 1-0 to 
Spain after extra time.

Ferran Torres scored the 
winning goal. 

Fernandez was sent off 
after two yellow cards.

Midfielder thanked  
Argentina supporters. 

Vowed to keep giving 
everything for his country.

Enzo Fernandez has thanked Argentina fans after the WC final defeat to Spain, promising to 
continue giving everything for his country despite the heartbreaking end to their title defence.

Samson Opens Up 
On Heartbreak

NEW DELHI
 

India wicketkeeper-batter 
Sanju Samson has candidly 
spoken about the disappoint-
ment of missing out on India's 
squad for the ICC Men's T20 
World Cup 2026, revealing 
that he realised his chances 
had faded after Ishan Kishan's 
outstanding performanc-
es during the series 
against New Zea-
land.

Speaking to 
JioStar, Sam-
son recalled 
how the selec-
tion race shift-
ed dramatically 
in Kishan's favour 
after the Jharkhand 
batter grabbed his op-
portunity with both hands. 
Kishan, who was initially out-
side the playing XI, im-
pressed with a series of im-
pactful knocks, including a 
half-century and a century, 
making a strong case for 
World Cup selection.

In contrast, Samson en-
dured a difficult five-match 

series, registering scores of 
24, 6, 6, 10 and 0. Looking 
back, the Kerala batter admit-
ted it became obvious that the 
selectors would back the 
player in better form ahead 
of the global tournament.

The 31-year-old de-
scribed the setback as 
one of the harsh reali-

ties of representing 
India, where 

fortunes can 
c h a n g e 
overnight. 
H e  s a i d 
that despite 
previously 
enjoying a 

r e m a r k a b l e 
run in T20Is, in-

cluding three cen-
turies in seven match-

es, he never felt his place 
in the team was guaran-
teed.

Samson also reflected on 
the emotional toll of the ex-
perience, saying he had de-
voted himself completely to 
training and preparation with 
the goal of securing a World 
Cup berth.

Sanju 
Samson 

admitted he knew 
his T20 WC dream 

was over after Ishan 
Kishan surged ahead 
with match-winning 

performances.

Begin Juniors 
Campaign Strongly

WORLD JUNIORS SQUASH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
 

India made an impressive 
start to their campaign at the 
World Squash Junior Champi-
onships, with top seed Anahat 
Singh leading a series of com-
manding performances as 
several Indian players ad-
vanced to the next round in 
both the men's and women's 
singles events.

Anahat, India's biggest 
medal hope and the top seed 
in the women's draw, began 
her quest to become the coun-
try's first-ever junior world 
champion with a dominant 
straight-game victory over 
Australia's Lilly Wilson. 
The 17-year-old needed lit-
tle time to wrap 
up the contest, 
winning 11-2, 11-
1, 11-3 to com-
fortably move 
into the second 
round.

Saanvi Kalanki 
produced one of India's most 
hard-fought wins of the day. 
Facing the Netherlands' Elcke 
Mols, Kalanki battled through 
a five-game thriller, eventual-
ly prevailing 11-9, 9-11, 11-8, 
7-11, 11-6 after twice surren-
dering her lead before sealing 
the decider.

Anika Dubey also advanced 
with an impressive 11-7, 11-3, 
11-5 victory over Japan's 
Anna Kuwahara, while Rudra 
Singh progressed after receiv-
ing a walkover from Nigeria's 
Khadija Abdulraheem.

In the men's section, 
Aryaveer Dewan, Yusha Na-
fees and Gurveer Singh, who 

had received first-round byes, 
all secured victories to reach 
the third round. Aryaveer de-
feated Germany's Levi Visser 
in straight games, Yusha over-
whelmed Brazil's Matheus 
Frabetti without dropping a 
point in any game, while Gur-
veer overcame Ireland's 
Christian Dromgoole in four 
games. Purav Rambhia, how-
ever, bowed out after losing 
to England's Ronnie Hickling.

The individual competition 
runs until July 25 before the 
men's and women's team 
events begin on July 26, with 
India's men's side aiming to 
b u i l d  o n  l a s t  y e a r ' s 
bronze-medal finish.

Anahat Singh, India’s top seed, kept her dream of 
becoming the country’s first junior world champion 
alive with a commanding opening-round victory.
India’s men’s team enters the championships after 
ending a 13-year medal drought with a bronze 
medal in Cairo last year.

ARGENTINA RECEIVE HEROES' WELCOME HOME
EZEIZA

 
Argentina's FIFA World Cup 
2026 runners-up received a 
rousing reception upon re-
turning home after their nar-
row 1-0 defeat to Spain in the 
final at MetLife Stadium in 
New York. Despite missing 
out on retaining the world ti-
tle, the national team was 
greeted with overwhelming 
support from fans who turned 
out in large numbers to hon-
our their efforts.

The delegation arrived at 
Ministro Pistarini Internation-
al Airport in Ezeiza, where a 
red carpet reception and a 
military band from the Gren-
adier Regiment welcomed the 
players and coaching staff. 

The band played the popular 
anthem Muchachos as coach 
Lionel Scaloni and his squad 
stepped onto Argentine soil.

Thousands of supporters 
gathered outside the Argen-
tine Football Association 
(AFA) headquarters near the 
airport, waving flags, chant-
ing and wearing the iconic 
No. 10 jersey in tribute to 
captain Lionel Messi. Howev-
er, Messi was not part of the 
returning delegation after the 
AFA confirmed that several 
players would travel separate-
ly.

Among those who returned 
were Emiliano Martinez, 
Nicolas Otamendi, Lisandro 
Martinez, Alexis Mac Allister, 
Leandro Paredes, Nicolas Ta-

gliafico, Gonzalo Montiel, 
Thiago Almada, Giovani Lo 
Celso and several other mem-
bers of the World Cup squad.

The players travelled in an 
open-top bus under heavy se-
curity to the Lionel Andres 
Messi Training Centre, ac-
knowledging cheering sup-

porters along the route. Fam-
ilies, children and football 
fans lined the streets for 
hours, carrying flags, drums 
and banners to thank the team 
for another memorable World 
Cup campaign.

Although Argentina fell 
short in the final, the emotion-

KEY HIGHLIGHT
n �Argentina lost 1-0 to Spain 

after extra time. 

n �Team received a red-carpet 
welcome at Ezeiza Airport.

n �Thousands of fans gathered 
to greet the squad.

n �Lionel Messi did not travel 
back with the delegation. 

n �Players travelled in an open-
top bus to the Lionel Andres 
Messi Training Centre.

‘They cannot touch Virat, Rohit 
if they want to play’: Ashwin 

backs senior stars for 2027 WC
NEW DELHI

 
Former India off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin has 
thrown his weight behind Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli 
amid renewed debate over their future, insisting the vet-
eran duo have earned the right to decide when they step 
away from the game.

Speaking after Rohit's 138 in the series decider at 
Lord's against England, Ashwin said the two batting stal-
warts remain untouchable as long as they are willing to 
continue representing India.

They cannot touch Virat and Rohit if they want to play. 
It is because of their credentials. Rohit has 

scored almost 12,000 runs; they cannot 
touch him. The other thing is that they are 
batters, and if you touch them, they have an 
army. People come to see them. If you 
drop them, it will just break the roof down, 
Ashwin said on his YouTube channel.

Praising the former India captain's ap-
proach, Ashwin said Rohit looked in 
complete control once he settled into 
his innings and believed an even big-
ger score was within reach. This is a 
phenomenal knock. He was set after 
hitting that pull to Josh Tongue. I 
feel that this is Rohit's road to a 
comeback after an injury. If he 

were in a slightly better state or 
were more confident, he could 
have scored 180 and won the 

match for the team. I felt like 
Rohit was in really good 
form, he added.

Ashwin also suggested that 
Rohit's motivation now stems 

from his own desire to feature 
at the next ODI World Cup rather 
than from any need to answer 
critics or prove his credentials.

The position he is in and the 
way he batted, it's not that diffi-
cult for him. We have seen him 
for so many years; there's noth-
ing left to prove. Whom does he 
have to prove? It is only about the 

internal appetite: I want to go to 
the World Cup, that's why I need to 

play like this, Ashwin stated.

‘Gambhir and team management have to be accountable’: Srikkanth 
NEW DELHI

 
Former India captain Krishnam-
achari Srikkanth has called for 
accountability from head coach 
Gautam Gambhir and the team 
management following India's 
2-1 ODI series defeat to England, 
questioning the side's preparation 
for the 2027 World Cup and crit-
icising the frequent changes to 
the playing XI.

Speaking af ter  England 
clinched the series with a 27-run 
win in the third ODI at Lord's, 
Srikkanth said India's perfor-
mances against stronger opposi-
tion should be the benchmark 
rather than victories over low-
er-ranked teams.

They’ll win a T20 World Cup in 
between, they’ll win a Champions 
Trophy, and then lavish praise on 
Gambhir. Whereas, Gambhir has 

to be held accountable. The team 
management has to be account-
able. They’ll beat Zimbabwe, then 
beat Sri Lanka and the West In-
dies and then they will start saying 
that India is back in form. If you 
consider Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka 
and West Indies games as crucial 
series, there’s no scope for the 
team. Unfortunately, they’ll keep 
doing this, Srikkanth said on his 
YouTube channel. Srikkanth also 
expressed concern over India's 

ODI planning, pointing out that 
the limited number of matches be-
fore the next World Cup leaves 
little room for experimentation.

After this, there aren’t many 
one-day matches. There are only 
a handful of one-day matches. Af-
ter that, there will be the Australia 
series, IPL and the World Cup. 
Honestly speaking, this is not the 
way to prepare by chopping and 
changing. Shubman Gill himself 
gave a statement saying what can 

we do if there are so 
many constant injuries. 
Every now and then 
the players are injured, 
he added.

The former opener 
was equally critical of 
India's batting order 
during the Lord's 
chase, arguing that KL 
Rahul should have 
been promoted instead 
of being pushed down 
to No. 6.

Will anyone send KL 
Rahul at No. 6 when chas-
ing such a huge total? That 
guy has won you so many 
matches for you. 

Just like you screwed 
up Sanju Samson and 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, 
now you are screwing up 
KL Rahul.

Harmanpreet To Lead India Squad
NEW DELHI

 
Hockey India announced a 
20-member men's squad for 
the FIH Hockey World Cup 
2026, with ace defender and 
drag-flick specialist Harman-
preet Singh set to captain the 
side in the prestigious tourna-
ment to be jointly hosted by 
Belgium and the Netherlands 
from August 15 to 30.

The squad features a 
healthy blend of experienced 
campaigners and emerging 
talent as India aim to end their 
long wait for a World Cup ti-
tle. Veteran midfielder Man-
preet Singh, India's most-
capped player, will provide 
valuable experience alongside 
several established interna-
tionals.

The goalkeeping responsi-
bilities will be shared by Mo-
hith HS and Suraj Karkera. 

The defensive line includes 
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit Ro-
hidas, Jarmanpreet Singh, Ju-
graj Singh, Sanjay, Sumit and 
Yashdeep Siwach.

India's midfield will re-
volve around the experienced 
trio of Manpreet Singh, Har-
dik Singh and Vivek Sagar 
Prasad, while Nilakanta Shar-
ma, Rajinder Singh and Adi-
tya Arjun Lalage add depth 
and youthful energy. The for-
ward line comprises Mandeep 
Singh,  Dilpreet  Singh, 
Abhishek, Sukhjeet Singh and 
Shilanand Lakra.

Chief coach Craig Fulton 
expressed confidence in the 
squad, saying the players had 
earned their places through 
performances and possessed 
the right balance to challenge 
the world's best teams. He 
stressed that the team would 
approach the tournament one 

match at a time while sticking 
to its Press, counter, perform 
philosophy.

India have been drawn in 
Pool D alongside England, Pa-
kistan and Wales and will play 
all their league-stage matches 
in Amstelveen, Netherlands, 
as they target a 
place in the 
k n o c k o u t 
rounds and 
a  s t rong 
World Cup 
c a m -
paign.

al homecoming reflected the 
nation's appreciation for a 
squad that once again united 
the country with its resilience, 
commitment and fighting spirit.


