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Issue notice and come for
discussion: CM tells Oppn

The Chief Minister defended his decision to induct Nagendra, saying he was
ready to address every allegation raised by BJP members.

BENGALURU

Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar urged the Opposition to
follow legislative procedure,
issue notice and allow a de-
tailed discussion on Minister
B Nagendra’s resignation.

Speaking in the Legislative
Council on Friday, Shivaku-
mar criticised the Opposition
for demanding Nagendra’s
resignation without giving no-
tice or allowing a discussion
in the House.

“There would be meaning if
the Opposition protested by
specifying the exact reason
for demanding Nagendra’s
resignation.

Is there any meaning in de-
manding his resignation with-
out issuing a notice and with-
out even coming to the well
of the House?” he asked.

The Chief Minister said
Opposition members also
held constitutional posi-
tions and should act re-
sponsibly in a democracy.

“There is no objection to
the Opposition staging pro-
tests. When I was party
president, I had approached
Nagendra and obtained his
resignation to facilitate an

Nagendra Resignation Row

Minister at centre of row: B Nagendra
Agencies cited: CBI, ED and SIT
CM’s proposal: Two-day discussion

~ Demand: Opposition to issue notice

il

“Please give notice. Let us discuss
this for two days. | will answer all
the questions, doubts and concerns
of the Opposition.”

— DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

investigation. Subsequent-
ly, the government con-
ducted an inquiry.

Now they are again de-
manding his resignation.
There is a proper proce-
dure. Let them issue a no-

Forum: Karnataka Legislative Council

CM seeks debate,

not disruption
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar said the

~| Opposition had every right to protest but

should follow legislative procedures. He
urged BJP members to issue a notice and
participate in a detailed discussion on
the allegations against B Nagendra. Shi-
vakumar said he would answer their
questions and explain why Nagendra
was inducted into the Cabinet. He also
warned that naming ministers facing

Y cases could upset Opposition members.

tice and come for a discus-
sion,” he said.

‘What have you
discovered?’
Shivakumar questioned what
evidence the Opposition had
against Nagendra and urged it
to place all information before
the House.

“Why should Nagendra re-
sign? What have the Opposi-
tion members discovered?

What information do they
possess? Let them inform the
people through the House
about what the CBI, ED and
SIT have found,” he said.

He said the issue could be
discussed throughout the day
if the Opposition gave notice,
adding that there was no need
to disrupt proceedings.

“If the Opposition gives us
an opportunity, I will explain
why I inducted Nagendra into
the Cabinet. If they remain
dissatisfied, they can continue
their protest. But is it reason-
able to call Nagendra corrupt,
allege that money went to Ra-
hul Gandhi’s house and call
the D K Shivakumar govern-
ment corrupt without holding
a discussion?” he asked.

‘You may be upset if | name
your leaders’

“Please give notice. Let us
discuss this for two days. 1
will answer all your ques-
tions, doubts and concerns.
You may feel bad if I name
Union and State ministers
against whom cases were reg-
istered and explain how the
investigations were conduct-
ed,” Shivakumar told BJP
members.

Delhi Police files FIR over pellet
injuries after Rahul’s dharna

The FIR followed Rahul
Gandhi’s prolonged
protest demanding

justice for student Sahil

Lochab, injured during
the July 20 protest.

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police on Friday
registered an FIR over pellet
injuries suffered by 19-year-old
student Sahil Lochab during
the July 20 protest at Jantar
Mantar, following Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s more
than six-hour dharna at Parlia-
ment Street police station.

Gandhi had accompanied
Lochab to the police station
and demanded registration of
an FIR. After discussions with
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (New Delhi district)
Sachin Sharma failed to pro-
duce results, Gandhi began a
sit-in outside the DCP’s of-
fice. Lochab’s mother, Con-
gress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and other party leaders
also joined the protest.

Police said the FIR was reg-
istered under Sections 118,
relating to voluntarily causing
hurt or grievous hurt by dan-
gerous weapons or means, and
25, concerning acts endanger-
ing life or personal safety, of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS). Reacting to the devel-
opment, Gandhi described the

IR aftérdharna

| Victim: Sahil Lochab,19 | Incident: July 20 protest | Injuries: Eye and abdomen

| FIR sections: BNS 118 and 25 | Sit-in: Oversix hours | Hospital: AlIMS Trauma Centre

FIR as the “first step towards
justice” and ended his protest.

Earlier, Gandhi had said
Lochab sustained pellet injuries
to his eyes and abdomen during
the July 20 march and subse-
quently underwent surgery at
the AIIMS Trauma Centre.

Gandhi had first ap-
proached Mandir Marg police
station seeking registration of
the case. After his demand
was not accepted, he moved
to Parliament Street police
station.

The Congress has alleged
that pellet guns were used
during the protest, while Delhi
Police has repeatedly denied
using them. The issue has re-
mained contentious following
medical reports and accounts
from injured protesters.

Gandhi also accused Union
Home Minister Amit Shah of
responsibility for the alleged

FIR follows
prolonged standoff

Rahul Gandhi’s protest followed re-
peated attempts by Sahil Lochab
and his family to register an FIR over
his pellet injuries. Lochab had sub-
mitted a written complaint on August
14, but police did not register a case,
according to sources. Gandhi accom-
panied the student to two police sta-
tions on Friday and later began a
dharna outside the DCP’s office. Po-
lice subsequently registered the FIR,
prompting Gandhi to end his protest.

use of excessive force and de-
manded accountability.

Sources said Lochab had
submitted a written complaint
to police on August 14
through his lawyers. Further
attempts were made on Au-
gust 17 through email and
phone, but no acknowledge-
ment was received.

Centre denies
permission for
Revanth’s US
visit

HYDERABAD

The Centre has denied per-
mission for Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy’s
scheduled US visit, forcing
him to cut short his foreign
tour. Reddy will return to
Hyderabad from London on
August 23 instead of travel-
ling to Boston and New
York.

He had planned to visit
leading educational institu-
tions and sign MoUs with
Harvard, MIT, Northeastern
University and Virginia
Tech.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed Telangana officials to
continue the US tour and
complete the proposed en-
gagements.

During his UK visit, Reddy
met academics from Oxford
and Cambridge under the
Telangana Rising initiative.

He alleged that the Cen-
tre’s decision was politically
motivated and said youth de-
velopment should remain
above politics.

Congress protests BJP
disruption of Karnataka House

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Congress legislators on Fri-
day protested against BJP
and JD(S) members, accus-
ing them of disrupting legis-
lative proceedings over the
B Nagendra issue.

Congress legislators
staged a protest in front of
the Mahatma Gandhi statue
on the Assembly premises,
alleging that the BJP and
JD(S) were preventing both
Houses from functioning.

Ministers Sharan Prakash
Patil and B Nagendra, Con-
gress state president B K
Hariprasad and other legis-
lators participated in the
protest and raised slogans
demanding that the Legisla-
ture be allowed to function.

“Conduct the House and
save the Constitution,” the
protesters said, accusing the
Opposition of preventing
discussions on pressing pub-
lic issues.

The BJP has been protest-
ing inside the Assembly and
Legislative Council de-
manding Nagendra’s remov-
al, alleging his involvement

“Conduct the House and save the
Constitution.”

— Congress Legislators

in the embezzlement of
funds from the Karnataka
Maharshi Valmiki Sched-
uled Tribes Development
Corporation.

Nagendra had resigned
from the previous Siddara-
maiah-led Cabinet as Tribal
Welfare Minister following
allegations of financial ir-
regularities in the corpora-
tion.

He was later inducted into
the D K Shivakumar-led
ministry on August 3.

Opposition protests

The BJP and JD(S) have
been protesting in both
Houses demanding Nagen-
dra’s removal over alleged
irregularities in the Valmiki
Corporation. Congress
accused the Opposition
of repeatedly obstructing
proceedings and preventing
discussion of pressing pub-
lic issues. Nagendra, who
resigned from the earlier
Cabinet after the allegations
surfaced, was reinducted
into the ministry on August
3. He remains named in
ED and CBI charge sheets
related to the case.

~

US nuke industry to submit
SHANTT Act recommendations

NEW DELHI: The US nuclear
industry is preparing detailed
recommendations on India’s
draft SHANTI Act rules as
New Delhi opens the civil nu-
clear sector to private partici-
pation.

The US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF),
which has been facilitating
engagement between US nu-
clear companies and Indian
stakeholders, is coordinating
a comprehensive industry
submission to the Department
of Atomic Energy (DAE) by
the September 4 deadline.

The move follows the re-
lease of draft rules and regu-
lations under the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement
of Nuclear Energy for Trans-
forming India (SHANTTI) Act

last week.

USISPF held discussions
with Indian legal experts and
the Nuclear Energy Institute
and also conducted a virtual
briefing for its Nuclear Indus-
try Committee.

The discussions covered li-
censing, operator liability, fi-
nancial safeguards, insurance,
project structuring and proce-
dures for private-sector par-
ticipation. Industry represen-
tatives also identified areas
requiring greater clarity and
proposed feedback for the
government.

The draft rules are aimed at
establishing procedures for
licensing, insurance and ap-
provals while retaining gov-
ernment control over sensitive
nuclear activities.

India says
Pakistan mission
demolition was
‘proportional’

NEW DELHI: India described
the removal of structures out-
side Pakistan’s High Commis-
sion in Delhi as a proportion-
al response to similar action
by Islamabad.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said Pakistan had removed
certain structures outside the
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad despite New Del-
hi’s request not to proceed.
India subsequently removed
temporary structures located in
the lane outside the Pakistani
mission in Delhi.

“Regarding the Indian High
Commission in Pakistan, cer-
tain structures there were re-
moved despite our request that
this not be done. Once it hap-
pened, we took what could be
described as a proportional
action,” Jaiswal said.

Delhi authorities used a
bulldozer to remove structures
and barricades outside the Pa-
kistan High Commission in
Chanakyapuri after finding
that they extended beyond the
mission’s approved boundary.
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Modi pitches India as global
space hub at start-up meet

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday met CEOs of
20 space start-ups, urging
them to make India a global
hub for space technology, in-
novation and investment.

Modi interacted with
founders and CEOs at Seva
Teerth as India seeks to ex-
pand private participation and
strengthen its position in the
global space sector.

The meeting brought to-
gether companies working on
rocket development, reusable
semi-cryogenic launch vehi-
cles, avionics, satellites, ad-
vanced propulsion systems,
space and defence intelli-
gence, space-debris removal,
and Al-powered weather and
climate intelligence.

The entrepreneurs high-
lighted the rapid growth of
India’s private space industry
and shared their vision for the
sector. They said their compa-
nies had developed technolo-
gies indigenously and credit-
ed government support and
the opening of the space sec-
tor to private players for cre-
ating new opportunities.

Congratulating the entre-
preneurs, Modi said their con-
fidence had reinforced the
vision behind opening the
space sector to private partic-
ipation. He noted that many
countries either lacked the
resources or did not want to
invest heavily in space, creat-
ing an opportunity for India to
expand its global footprint.

The Prime Minister urged
companies to explore applica-
tions of space technology that
could directly improve peo-
ple’s lives. He suggested part-
nerships between space com-
panies and organisations in
sectors such as agriculture
and the environment.

Companies developing
space-debris technologies, he
said, could work with environ-
mental organisations, while
those developing agricultural
applications could collaborate
with agricultural universities
and departments to help farm-
ers improve productivity and
decision-making.

Modi also called for closer
engagement with Atal Tinker-
ing Labs to encourage children
to develop an interest in space
technology from an early age.

BJP steps up protest over Nagendra’s resignation

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R Ashoka
on Friday demanded Minister
B Nagendra’s resignation, al-
leging documentary evidence
links him to the alleged Rs
187-crore Valmiki Corpora-
tion scam.

Speaking at a protest near
the Sri Valmiki Maharshi stat-
ue at Legislators’ Home,
Ashoka said the agitation was
a fight for Dalits and alleged
that more than one crore Dal-
its had been deprived of
funds.

He claimed the CBI and ED
charge sheets had named Na-
gendra as the main accused
and that he was also the main
accused in 31 Lokayukta cas-
es.

Ashoka said Valmiki De-
velopment Corporation offi-
cer P Chandrashekharan, who
died by suicide, had exposed
the alleged irregularities. He
said Chandrashekharan’s sui-
cide note mentioned transfers
made on ministerial instruc-
tions and named others al-
legedly involved.

He claimed documents
showed Rs 40 crore had been
transferred, with Union Bank
cheques and details of benefi-
ciary accounts available. He
also alleged that Rs 50 crore
was deposited in the corpora-
tion before a loan was ob-
tained on the same day to
conceal the transactions.

Ashoka alleged that funds
were diverted without tenders
and used for the Telangana

elections, including payments
to bars, vehicle dealers and
drivers. He further alleged
that a Lamborghini and 40 kg
of gold were purchased from
the money.

A

He said Rs 1.20 crore had
reached accounts linked to
Nagendra’s family and de-
manded that another Dalit
leader be made minister in-
stead.

“Despite all the documents, the minis-
ter has not resigned. No bigger evi-
dence than the suicide note is needed.”

-R Ashoka, Leader of Opposition
Ashoka’s demands

Ashoka demanded Nagendra’s im-
mediate resignation and alleged
that the government was shielding
him despite evidence in investiga-
tive agency and Lokayukta cases.
He urged the government to release
at least Rs 300 crore for drought
management in each affected dis-
trict, instead of seeking relief from
the Centre first. He said the govern-
ment should provide assistance be-
fore holding discussions in the As-
sembly. Ashoka also criticised the
government for adjourning the As-
sembly over the issue and said oth-
er Dalit leaders could be considered
for ministerial responsibility.
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JD(S) demands
cancellation of
NICE agreement

CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU

From confusion to clarity:
New rules ordered

Karnataka has introduced a new law to streamline apartment administration,

Long fought fugitive prevent rival associations, and simplify redevelopment processes. Janata Dal (Secular) Long standi R
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law to safeguard apartment
residents and clear up messy
administrative rules. Bengal-
uru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda tabled
this fresh legislation in the as-
sembly to solve everyday
housing troubles.

City living has grown rap-
idly, making apartments the

infrastructure
agreement with a
private partner.

Bengaluru police finally
caught a dangerous
criminal on the run for 6
years. Officers arrested
Divakar Raj Urs, also
known as Kaala, near a
local temple. The 33
year-old criminal had a
long record of twelve se-
rious crimes, including

idents' Welfare Association to complete-
ly stop rival groups.

Common Areas: Builders are legally barred
from selling shared spaces, roads, or open
compounds meant for residents.

Civil Powers: Local authorities will gain civ-
il court-like powers to quickly settle daily
neighborhood management disputes.

Redevelopment Rules: Old, crumbling
apartment blocks can be rebuilt if at%75 of

(BMIC) project agreement
established decades ago,
which involved acquiring

thousands of acres of land

through local industrial
boards. While initial plans
promised extensive highway
and suburban development,
critics argue that non-fulfill-
ment of core conditions has
left the project stalled. With

the new framework arrived after
extensive public feedback ses-
sions with residents and housing
experts. By establishing dedicat-
ed local authorities to handle lo-
cal complaints, the government
aims to give apartment owners
total control over their daily
community affairs.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A prominent regional political
party has officially urged the
state government to scrap a

attempted murder, kid-
napping, and robbery. He
had been hiding from the
law to avoid a non-baila-
ble court warrant. Police
tracked him down and
caught him successfully.
Senior officers praised
the Crime Branch team
for their quick action.
The accused is now fac-
ing fresh legal steps at
the local police station
as the investigation
continues.

Karnataka HC
demands probe
records in KPSC scam

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka High
Court wants the state
government to hand over
all investigation files re-
garding a disputed job
appointment. The case
involves a former offi-
cial’s daughter who alleg-
edly used fake income
certificates to secure a
government post as an
industrial extension of-
ficer. Two leaders and
several successful candi-
dates recently filed sepa-
rate petitions asking for a
strict CBI probe and the
dismissal of existing po-
lice FIRs. During the court
session, lawyers high-
lighted unusual home
test procedures during
the investigation. The
judge has ordered prose-
cutors to submit their of-
ficial objections soon,
with the next court hear-
ing scheduled for
August 27.

New special
team to probe fake
medicines

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment has launched a spe-
cial team to crack down on
a massive fake medicine
racket operating from a
farmhouse near Bengaluru.
Police recently raided the
secret location, seizing
fake drugs worth 5 crores
and arresting 4 suspects.
The gang was caught
changing labels on unli-
censed pills and making
counterfeit branded medi-
cines to sell across multi-
ple states. A new 5 mem-
ber investigation team, led
by senior officer Vamshi
Krishna, will now handle
the entire case. State min-
isters promised strict ac-
tion against everyone in-
volved as officials continue
digging deeper into this
dangerous health scam.

top housing choice for most
families.

However, older rules from
decades ago failed to fix mod-
ern housing issues. Because
of this, many complexes end-
ed up with multiple rival as-
sociations, causing constant
fights among neighbors over
shared spaces, compound
walls, and roads.

The new bill introduces
strict guidelines to fix these
problems. Every apartment
complex will now operate un-
der just one single registered

owners agree, backed by fair compensation.

Our cities are growing rapidly,
Q and families deserve clear rights

over their shared homes with-

out endless builder conflicts.

-Krishna Byre Gowda,
Bengaluru Development Minister

resident’s welfare association.
This stops rival groups from
forming and cuts down on
neighborhood arguments.
Furthermore, developers can
no longer sell or change
shared roads and open spaces.
Maintenance control must go

directly to the residents.

Old and unsafe apartment
buildings also get a clear path
forward for rebuilding. Rede-
velopment can move ahead if
75 percent of property owners
agree.

If someone disagrees, the
law allows property acquisi-
tion using an independent val-
uation at twice the local mar-
ket value, ensuring fair com-
pensation.

To solve local conflicts

quickly, the legislation sets up
special local authorities
equipped with civil court
powers. Residents can take
their disputes straight to these
bodies instead of enduring
long court battles. Officials
spent months gathering feed-
back from citizens and ex-
perts before finalizing this
balanced act.

Leaders believe these rules
will bring transparency, pro-
tect buyer rights, and create
better harmony in housing
societies across the state.

Vet staff boost to protect cattle

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state government plans to
hire 100’s of new veterinary
workers soon. Officials re-
cently shared details about
these upcoming job opportu-
nities in the legislature.

The Animal Husbandry
Minister announced that au-
thorities will soon recruit hun-
dreds of junior medical exam-
iners and veterinary officers.
These new positions will be
filled through outsourcing and
contract arrangements to help
support public veterinary in-
stitutions across the region.
Leaders noted that thousands
of veterinary medical centers
currently function throughout
the state to care for animals.

Meanwhile, the process for
direct recruitment of perma-
nent posts is already moving
forward through official chan-
nels. Officials submitted for-
mal proposals to finance de-
partments to secure approval
for these new hires. Once fi-
nal clearance is granted, re-
cruitment will begin immedi-
ately to fill the gaps in local
healthcare services.

Additionally, discussions
highlighted the ongoing work
of mobile medical units oper-
ating across various districts
under central schemes. Offi-

cials reviewed current help-
line operations and emergen-
cy response times for live-
stock care. Although propos-
als were made to extend daily
operating hours and expand
helpline staff to better serve
rural areas, federal agencies
rejected those specific re-
quests.

Even with these administra-
tive hurdles, local leaders re-
main committed to improving
animal healthcare delivery.
Lawmakers continue to push
for better resources and in-
creased manpower to support
farming communities. Ensur-
ing proper medical attention
for livestock is vital for the
local agricultural economy
and animal welfare. Authori-
ties hope that adding new
contract and outsourced staff
will ease the workload on cur-
rent professionals. Further
updates regarding the hiring
schedule are expected to be
released as soon as adminis-
trative approvals are finalized
in the coming weeks.

Staffing push
Contract Roles: Proposals
have been submitted to hire
400 veterinary officers on con-
tract and 300 junior medical ex-
aminers on an outsourced basis.

Direct Recruitment: Per-
manent posts for Basava Vedy-
adhikari are currently process-
ing directly through the state
public service commission.

Mobile Units: Dozens of mo-
bile veterinary vehicles operate
statewide under central schemes
toreach remote livestock.

Emergency Lines: The
emergency helpline works to
coordinate quick responses
for urgent cattle treatments
across dispersed regions.

Addressing rural treatment challenges

The state currently manages thousands of functional veterinary centers, ranging from
super specialty hospitals to local primary care clinics. Officials explained that mobile
treatment units face heavy travel times across wide rural geographies, averaging hours
per emergency call. Although central guidelines recommend specific staff and vehicle
ratios for large cattle populations, local authorities continue pushing to strengthen in-
frastructure and helpline shift capacities to deliver seamless healthcare services.

BNCC Commissioner
orders quick
grievance disposal
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation is fast solving
public problems using digital
tools and phone calls. Offi-
cials are working hard to clear
pending cases quickly and
help local residents get fast
answers to their daily civic
issues.

Since launching the Sa-
haaya 2.0 app, citizens have
used it to share their neigh-
borhood troubles.

Before a new authority
formed, people filed over one
lakh cases, and workers fixed
almost all of them.

After the transition, thou-
sands more complaints
poured in through apps, direct
office visits, and Friday phone
sessions hosted by the com-
missioner.

Back in May, thousands of
issues remained stuck without
solutions. To fix this, leaders
started daily review meetings.
Thanks to this push, pending
cases dropped heavily.

Now, only a small number
of issues wait for action.
Complaints come from over
twenty different sources, in-
cluding social media pages,
emails, and news reports.

"Fix roads immediately”, Orders BNCC Chlef

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The boss of the Bengaluru
North City Corporation took
a strict look at the Outer Ring
Road. Commissioner Pomma-
la Sunil Kumar checked ma-
jor spots to spot messy areas,
broken paths, and rough
roads, demanding instant
fixes from local teams.
Starting near the Hebbal
Flyover, the chief spotted
piles of waste building mate-
rial left behind by the
K-RIDE project. He ordered
work teams to clear the mess
right away to keep the area
tidy for everyday traffic.
Moving along the service

Priyank defends Nagendra,
slams BJP hypocrisy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Senior Congress leader Priyank
Kharge launched a fierce coun-
terattack against the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party, ques-
tioning their moral authority to
demand the resignation of cab-
inet colleague B. Nagendra.
Speaking to press members, the
minister questioned the grounds
on which BJP leaders are push-
ing for immediate removal
from office, emphasizing that
allegations must be thoroughly
investigated and proven on the
floor of the legislature rather
than through sudden political
pressure. Mr. Kharge drew

sharp comparisons, asking
whether leaders from opposing
parties facing serious criminal
charges or active probes else-
where in the country are held to
the exact same standard. He
also pointed to legal proceed-
ings involving members within
the opposition's own ranks,
questioning why double stan-
dards are applied when political
convenience dictates.
Addressing the ongoing in-
vestigations surrounding the
Mabharshi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribes Development Corpora-
tion case, Mr. Kharge addressed
the revised filings by central
investigative agencies.

road close to Bhadrappa Lay-
out, officers found garbage
dumped on walking paths.
The local manager received
orders to clean it up fast.
Field marshals must now
watch this spot closely to stop
people from turning it into a
regular trash dump.

Between Bell Circle and
Guruguntepalya, bumpy roads
caused trouble. Engineers got
direct orders to patch up all
holes quickly so drivers can
travel safely without bumps.
Close by at Bhadrappa Lay-
out, street sellers had blocked
walking paths. Officials were
told to run a clear-up drive
immediately.

Keep our roads neat, clear out
all obstacles, and fix every sin-
gle pothole right now.

-Pommala Sunil Kumar,
BNCC Commissioner

Further along the route,
construction waste was spot-
ted near BMRCL metro
zones. Project officials must
clear and clean these spots
within one week. Near Kaly-
an Nagar, more garbage and
building waste piled up on the
roadside. Teams received a
strict deadline to clean every-
thing completely by 25th Au-
gust. During the visit, the
commissioner told all depart-
ment heads to keep their sec-

tors spotless, smooth, and free
of road damage. Regular
checks are now a must so
small problems do not turn
into big headaches. Other top
officers joined the inspection
tour to make sure every order
was heard clearly. Local resi-
dents hope these strict steps
will finally bring smooth
roads and clean footpaths to
their neighborhoods soon.

ARING KHATA CONFUSION

long-standing infrastructure
agreement. Lawmakers re-
cently raised serious concerns
regarding an ongoing
multi-decade highway project
in the legislature.

Leaders from the Janata Dal
Secular recently submitted a
formal notice to assembly of-
ficials under specific legisla-
tive rules. They argued that
the original project imple-
mentation has faced severe
delays and widespread irreg-
ularities over the years. Ac-
cording to historical records,
the state initially signed a ba-
sic agreement decades ago to
build a massive network of
expressways, peripheral
roads, and new townships.

However, critics pointed
out that only a small fraction
of the planned work has been
successfully completed. Party
representatives emphasized
that previous judicial reviews
and official committee reports
have already highlighted nu-
merous violations of the orig-
inal terms and conditions.
Because the private partner
failed to deliver most of the
promised infrastructure with-
in the expected timeframe,
politicians insist that authori-

fresh demands raised on
the assembly floor, lawmak-
ers are pressing the state
administration to reconsid-
er its contractual ties and
re-examine the future of the
corridor project.

ties must terminate the con-
tract immediately.

Furthermore, lawmakers
stressed that this matter in-
volves deep public impor-
tance and requires urgent de-
bate in the house. The ongo-
ing delays have caused im-
mense inconvenience for
daily commuters and local
residents alike. Political lead-
ers continue to pressure state
administrators to take deci-
sive legal action. Public inter-
est in large-scale infrastruc-
ture accountability remains
exceptionally high across the
region. Officials have not yet
announced a final decision
regarding the cancellation de-
mand, but discussions are ex-
pected to continue in the leg-
islative assembly over the
coming days. Citizens and
transport experts are watching
these developments closely to
see how the government re-
sponds to these growing polit-
ical pressures.

Minister B. Nagendra
confident of legal vindication

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

State Minister for Planning
and Statistics B. Nagendra
has strongly asserted his in-
nocence regarding the Maha-
rishi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribes Development Corpo-
ration financial irregularities.
Following a public demon-
stration by Congress party
workers near the Mahatma
Gandhi statue close to the
Vidhana Soudha, the minister
addressed reporters to clarify
his stance on the allegations
that previously led to political
turmoil.

Mr. Nagendra stated that
the entire disputed amount of
187 crore rupees, which was
alleged to have been misused
during the episode, has been
successfully recovered and
safely deposited back into the
state government treasury. He
expressed total confidence
that the ongoing judicial pro-
ceedings will completely ex-
onerate him of any personal
wrongdoing or administrative
negligence linked to the cor-
poration.

Reflecting on the timeline
of events, the minister noted
that an independent Special
Investigation Team was orig-
inally constituted to probe the
matter during his tenure. He
emphasized that he chose to
step down from his ministeri-
al portfolio voluntarily at that

time to ensure a completely
unhindered and transparent
investigation by law enforce-
ment agencies. Subsequent
inquiries by multiple investi-
gative bodies, including the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate, have thoroughly
examined the financial trans-
actions, with the minister as-
serting his full cooperation
throughout the legal process.

Addressing critics and polit-
ical opponents who have con-
tinued to raise questions, Mr.
Nagendra alleged a partisan
pattern behind the persistent
demands for his removal. He
pointed out that various lead-
ers across different political
affiliations face numerous le-
gal challenges and formal
charges nationwide, yet differ-
ent standards are often applied
based on political affiliations.
He reiterated his unwavering
faith in the judiciary of the
country and affirmed that he
will pursue his legal defense
rigorously until all remaining
doubts are cleared.

Karnataka approves B-Khata to A-Khata bill

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has approved a major new le-
gal reform to bring massive
relief to lakhs of property
owners living in unauthorized
layouts. Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda introduced the
Karnataka Municipal Corpo-
rations Amendment Bill to
end decades of ownership un-
certainty.

For the past 30 to 40 years,
numerous families owned
plots and houses trapped in
administrative limbo because
their land only held B-Khata
records. Unregulated layouts
developed in the past lacked

proper roads, drainage, water
supply, and electricity, leaving
buyers struggling without true
legal protection.

The newly passed legisla-
tion amends Section 284 to
officially allow municipal
corporations to declare roads
in unauthorized layouts as

public roads. Once these
roads receive official recogni-
tion, eligible property owners
can finally transition from
B-Khata to A-Khata. This vi-
tal legal pathway grants com-
plete ownership security and
a true land guarantee to resi-
dents. With the new A-Khata

status, property owners gain
easier access to bank loans,
building plan approvals, and
occupancy certificates. While
offering a practical fix for leg-
acy issues, the state has also
tightened regulations to stop
new unauthorized layouts
from coming up in the future.

The assembly unanimously
passed this historic step to
protect ordinary citizens who
suffered through no fault of
their own. Leaders believe
this reform will clear
long-standing administrative
hurdles and provide proper
urban recognition to thou-
sands of struggling neighbor-
hoods across the state.

Bringing legal relief
to families

For 3 to 4 decades, many families un-
knowingly purchased plots in unauthor-
ized layouts lacking proper infrastructure
like wide roads, drainage, and water sup-

ply. Because these developments by-

passed standard rules, owners were re-
stricted to B-Khata certificates, blocking
bank loans and legal building approvals.
While the state previously cracked down
on new illegal developments in 2024, this
new amendment provides a practical,
regulated solution for legacy properties.
Originally tested in Bengaluru, this citi-
zen-friendly framework is now expanding
to municipal corporations, town munici-
palities, and local panchayats across Kar-
nataka, offering permanent legal peace of
mind to countless homeowners.
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Noticesissued
tounmapped
voters

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka election au-
thorities are issuing official
notices to millions of voters

whose records remained
unmapped or showed dis-

crepancies during the re-
cent verification process.
Affected citizens must pro-
vide proper proof of identi-
ty, citizenship, and birth
date to update their status.
While the first phase of the
special revision has con-
cluded, officials have pro-
vided options to submit
corrective paperwork or re-
sponse forms directly
through local booth officers
or the electoral portal.

Heavy monsoon rains
returnacross
Karnataka

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Monsoon rains are back
with full force across Kar-
nataka. Weather officials
report that thunder-
storms and strong winds
will hit many parts of the
state over the coming
days. Coastal districts like
Dakshina Kannada, Udu-
pi, and Uttara Kannada
are under a yellow alert
due to expected heavy
downpours and gusty
winds reaching up to 40
kilometers per hour. In
Bengaluru, temperatures
will range between a
warm high of 28 and a
low of 21 degrees.

Minister HDK
labels NICE road toll
illegal

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Union Minister H.D. Kumar-
aswamy has urged motor-
ists to stop paying fees on
NICE Road, calling the un-
authorized rate hikes aniil-
legal daylight robbery. His

statements have sparked
major confusion, triggering
arguments and daily clash-

es between angry drivers
and toll booth workers.

Despite officials threaten-

ing legal consequences
and warning of potential
police cases, Kumaras-
wamy firmly advised the
public not to back down or
feel intimidated even if au-
thorities file FIRs.

Bridging the gap: K’taka

housing sanctions approved

Thousands of new homes and ongoing welfare projects are announced to
support marginalized families across the state.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state government has of-
ficially announced that thou-
sands of new homes have
been sanctioned for urban
welfare initiatives across the
region. Officials recently
shared vital updates regarding
ongoing housing projects
during legislative assembly
sessions.

The Housing Minister stat-
ed that a massive number of
residential units have been
officially approved under na-
tional urban housing schemes
for the state slum develop-
ment board. Furthermore,
thousands of completed
dwellings have already been
successfully dedicated and
distributed to eligible families
in need.

Meanwhile, administrative
reviews indicate that hun-
dreds of thousands of addi-
tional residential units have
been sanctioned under various
broad housing programs man-
aged by state corporations
over recent years. While a
substantial portion of these
projects has reached comple-
tion, many other structures
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Expanding shelter infrastructure

The government continues to track urban housing allocations closely to ensure
timely delivery for eligible citizens. While thousands of units have been successfully
distributed under central housing schemes, administrative teams are actively work-
ing to speed up pending construction phases, cancel inactive allocations, and launch

remain in various active stag-
es of physical progress.

Additionally, authorities ad-
dressed pending administra-
tive hurdles and scheduled
cancellations for specific un-
initiated units to streamline
future development. Officials
emphasized that continuous
monitoring is essential to en-
sure that housing benefits
reach marginalized communi-
ties effectively.

new residential properties to meet rising housing demands across local districts.

Local representatives con-
tinue to push for accelerated
construction timelines to re-
duce housing deficits in urban
and rural areas alike. Ensur-
ing secure and affordable
shelter remains a top priority
for regional welfare adminis-
trators. Further progress re-
ports on housing distribution
schedules are expected to be
released as administrative
clearances move forward in

cover and dignified living condi-

tions for urban families.
-Zameer Ahmed Khan,
Housing Minister

Our administration is fully com-
Q mitted to providing secure roof

Housing scheme
highlights

- Total Sanctions: A massive num-
ber of housing units have been for-
mally sanctioned to the Slum De-
velopment Board.

- Completed Units: Tens of thou-
sands of homes have already been
successfully finished, dedicated,
and handed over to beneficiaries.

- Ongoing Progress: Numerous
residential units currently remain
active across various stages of
construction and development
statewide.

+ Overall Schemes: Hundreds of
thousands of additional houses
have been sanctioned under gener-
al Rajiv Gandhi housing programs.

the upcoming legislative cy-
cle. Transparent execution of
these welfare schemes will
remain critical for supporting
vulnerable families across the
entire state.

CM discusses new green project

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A high-level delegation from
a major global investment
firm recently met with senior
state leadership to propose a
transformative infrastructure
project. Representatives from
the Luxembourg-based Inno-
vation Platform Capital ar-
rived at the Vidhana Soudha
to hold official discussions
with the Chief Minister and
the Deputy Chief Minister re-
garding a significant new ven-
ture.

The visiting team, which
included several top execu-
tives and senior management
figures, presented a detailed
proposal for a state-of-the-art
Green Data Centre. This am-
bitious facility is planned to
be established in Tumkur, a
region currently seeking to
expand its industrial and tech-
nological footprint. The firm
highlighted that the proposed
center would be a comprehen-

Project investment

breakdown

Core Proposal: Establishment of a com-
prehensive Green Data Centre aimed at
boosting regional digital infrastructure.

Strategic Location: Tumkur has been
identified as the hub for this massive indus-
trial development.

Initial Capital: IPC intends to pour approx-
imately 217,000 crore into the project during
its primary implementation phase.

Key Delegation: The visiting IPC team in-
cluded Edsa Cabrera, Dean Command, Juraj

sive project, leveraging mod-
ern technology to meet grow-
ing data demands while ad-
hering to strict environmental
sustainability standards.

According to the proposal
submitted during the meeting,
the firm intends to invest ap-
proximately 17000 crore ru-
pees during the first phase of
the project.

This massive capital injec-

Barus, and Thomas Edde.

tion is expected to play a vital
role in boosting regional eco-
nomic growth and creating
high-quality job opportunities
in the local area. Both the
Chief Minister and the Depu-
ty Chief Minister reviewed
the project details and dis-
cussed the potential positive
impacts on the state’s techno-
logical infrastructure.

State officials noted that

with TPC

this initiative aligns well with
their broader vision of pro-
moting green energy and dig-
ital advancement. By focusing
on sustainable data storage
solutions, the government
hopes to attract more interna-
tional interest and solidify the
region’s reputation as a grow-
ing global tech hub. While the
project is still in its initial pro-
posal stage, both sides ex-
pressed optimism about the
partnership.

Further discussions are ex-
pected in the coming months
as administrative teams eval-
uate the technical require-
ments and regulatory steps
needed to move forward. This
investment represents a sig-
nificant milestone in strength-
ening international ties and
fostering long-term industrial
development across the state.
Clear plans for the timeline
and execution will be final-
ized following the next round
of government reviews.

City Corporation targets public toilet

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Municipal authorities recently
launched a special cleanliness
campaign to improve public
hygiene and make urban spac-
es completely waste-free
across the region.

The Bengaluru Central City
Corporation carried out a fo-
cused sanitation drive around
various public restrooms as
part of its ongoing environ-
mental action plan. Officials
noted that this initiative aims
to secure a better position for
the city in upcoming national
rankings while providing
cleaner surroundings for daily
commuters. Teams success-
fully targeted multiple local

divisions, thoroughly cleaning
roadside areas and spots fre-
quently visited by the public.
Workers collected and re-
moved a massive amount of
accumulated solid waste, in-
cluding plastic materials, pa-
per items, food wrappers, and

THREATS SILENCE TRIAL

terials were promptly sent to
designated processing units
for proper disposal.

Dozens of sanitation per-
sonnel and field workers ac-
tively participated in the oper-
ation to ensure its complete

cleanliness

success. Corporation commis-
sioners emphasized that main-
taining hygiene around public
facilities remains crucial for
community health and envi-
ronmental safety.

Furthermore, local adminis-
trators appealed to all resi-
dents to act responsibly and
avoid dumping household or
commercial garbage near
public restrooms. Citizens are
encouraged to use designated
waste disposal sites to help
keep neighborhoods beautiful.
Officials confirmed that sim-
ilar sanitation drives will con-
tinue regularly across all mu-
nicipal divisions to maintain
long-term urban cleanliness
and order.

Witness in Revanna case gets death threats

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A key prosecution witness in
a high-profile sexual assault
trial has reportedly received
alarming phone threats, caus-
ing major concern. The indi-
vidual recently approached
judicial authorities to seek
urgent legal intervention and
immediate security.

The witness informed a spe-
cial court that unidentified
callers targeted her and ex-
pressed severe anxiety regard-
ing the safety of her family
members. She stressed that
accountability must rest with
the accused if any harm comes
to them. Following these state-
ments, the Bengaluru special
court ordered a comprehensive
inquiry by investigative teams.
Authorities must now submit

=

a formal status report before
the upcoming judicial hearing.
Furthermore, the bench in-
structed local law enforcement
to arrange reliable police pro-
tection for the witness imme-
diately.

This development unfolds
against the backdrop of ongo-
ing legal proceedings involv-
ing prominent political figures
in the region. The accused

was previously convicted and
sentenced following allega-
tions stemming from incidents
at a family farmhouse. Subse-
quent legal battles and addi-
tional complaints continue to
move through the judicial sys-
tem as victims seek justice.

Legal experts note that wit-
ness protection remains a crit-
ical component of fair trials,
especially in sensitive crimi-
nal matters. Courts frequently
intervene when intimidation
tactics threaten the integrity
of judicial proceedings. Inves-
tigators are expected to trace
the origin of the threatening
calls and provide security up-
dates to the bench. Public in-
terest remains high as the le-
gal process continues to un-
fold in the local courts over
the coming weeks.

Judicial directives

SIT Probe: The special
court ordered the Special In-
vestigation Team and CID to

conduct a detailed inquiry.

Police Cover: Authorities
were directly instructed to
provide comprehensive,
round-the-clock protection
to the witness and her family.

Court Report: Investigators
must submit a formal sta-
tus report before the up-
coming judicial hearing.
Ongoing Proceedings: The
legal battle continues to unfold
following earlier high-profile
convictions tied to the case.

Airport fees
changed for
Bengaluru travelers
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Major changes are coming to
how travelers pay fees at
Kempegowda International
Airport starting next month.
The Airports Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority of India re-
cently announced a revised
tariff structure that shifts the
financial burden between ar-
riving and departing passen-
gers to create a more balanced
system.

Under the new rules, which
take effect on September 1,
2026, domestic passengers
departing from the city will
see their User Development
Fee drop significantly. The
charge will be reduced to 300
rupees, down from the current
rate of 550 rupees. Interna-
tional travelers will also see a
sharp decrease, with their de-
parture fee falling to 997 ru-
pees from the previous 1500.

Former Devadasi
women demand
better support

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Thousands of women gath-
ered at Freedom Park to de-
mand urgent government ac-
tion regarding their rehabilita-
tion and social security. These
former Devadasi women trav-
eled from across Karnataka to
voice their struggles and share
a list of 24 specific demands
with the state administration.

Organized by the Freed
Devadasi Mothers’ Maha
Kondhwa, the protest high-
lighted that many families
continue to face extreme eco-
nomic, social, and education-
al hardships. The participants
argued that previous govern-
ment promises have not been
implemented effectively, leav-
ing many without the support
they were guaranteed.

Key demands presented
during the event included a
significant increase in the
monthly financial allowance.
Specifically, the group re-
quested that the current
monthly payment be raised
from 2000 to 5000 rupees.
Additionally, they urged offi-
cials to remove the current 45
year age restriction, ensuring
all identified women receive
help regardless of their age.

Housing and land owner-
ship also remained central
themes of the protest. The
women requested safer living
spaces and asked for in-
creased funding for housing
units in both rural and urban
areas. Furthermore, they de-
manded agricultural land to
help support their livelihoods
through small-scale industries
and farming.

The protesters emphasized
that their struggle impacts

Former Devadasi women
gathered in Bengaluru to
demand increased
financial aid, better
housing, and educational
support from the
Karnataka government.
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three generations. Conse-
quently, they asked for ex-
panded educational support,
including scholarships and
free higher education for their
children and grandchildren.
They also requested job train-
ing and employment opportu-
nities to secure a better eco-
nomic future. Regarding
healthcare, the group called
for comprehensive insurance
and better medical services
for elderly members.

Social Welfare Minister
K.H. Muniyappa met with the
group and accepted their ap-
peal. While he promised that
the government would care-
fully examine these 24 points,
the protesters remained cau-
tious. They stressed that they
want to see concrete govern-
ment actions rather than just
verbal assurances. As the
community waits for prog-
ress, they continue to push for
the swift implementation of
the pending rehabilitation act.
The assembly of thousands
remains a powerful reminder
of their ongoing fight for dig-
nity and equality.

State Assembly Passes
Key Urban Bills

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The state legislative assembly
wrapped up its monsoon ses-
sion with major legislative
actions. Amid continuous pro-
tests from opposition mem-
bers demanding a minister's
resignation, the government
successfully pushed through
crucial urban development
bills by voice vote.

The session opened with
high tensions as opposition
lawmakers demonstrated for
the fifth consecutive day. De-
spite the uproar, Speaker G.S.
Patil advanced the agenda,
allowing Parliamentary Af-
fairs officials to introduce the
Karnataka Apartment Owner-
ship and Management Bill,
2026.

This new legislation creates
a structured framework for
high-rise residential associa-
tions and sets up a dedicated
authority to resolve common
local disputes over shared
amenities.

A vital clause in the apart-
ment bill states that if an ag-
ing building loses its structur-
al safety, redevelopment can
move forward with approval
from 75 percent of the own-
ers. To protect individual
rights, residents who disagree
with the plan will receive
double the assessed property

e - -
Legislative |
approvals
* Apartment Ownership Bill:

Streamlines community
rules for high-rises. It
mandates a 75% owner
consent rule for major
rebuilding, offering double
market-value compensa-
tion to dissenters.

.

Municipal Corporations
Amendment: Regularizes
older unauthorized layout
plots, granting full legal ti-
tles so residents can finally
secure bank loans.

Infrastructure Takeover:
Urban commissioners

can now legally take over
unmaintained private
roads and drains for public
health, giving residents a
one-month window to file
objections without offering
cash payouts to original
\__builders. Y,

value as financial compensa-
tion. Additionally, the assem-
bly cleared the Karnataka
Municipal Corporations
Amendment Bill.

This measure tackles de-
cades of uncertainty sur-
rounding unauthorized lay-
outs and properties lacking
formal ownership papers.

Focus Area Core Benefit

High-Rises Clear dispute resolution and structured redevelopment rules.
Unauthorized Plots | Legal ownership documents and access to official bank loans.
Public Utilities Government takeover of neglected private roads & drains.

Health surveillance continues at Clarence school

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Local health authorities have
launched an active surveil-
lance program at a prominent
city school following reports
of students displaying mild
flu-related symptoms. Offi-
cials from the North City Cor-
poration recently visited the
campus to review health re-
cords and ensure the safety of
the entire student body.

The municipal commissioner
directed medical teams from a
nearby health center to assess
the situation thoroughly. Upon
arrival, the health staff re-

viewed attendance and checked
the status of those currently
present. While total school at-
tendance appeared lower than
usual partly due to a local fes-
tival authorities focused their
attention on identifying any
patterns of illness.

According to school man-
agement data, over one hun-
dred students reported experi-
encing mild symptoms like
nasal congestion. Medical pro-
fessionals performed individu-
al check-ups on these students
to monitor their condition
closely. Importantly, officials
confirmed that no new cases of

HIN1 were detected during
this recent inspection, helping
to ease concerns among parents
and staff.

To maintain safety, the
school has been instructed to
provide daily reports to the
Health Department regarding
any students developing fever
or respiratory issues. This pro-
active surveillance is scheduled
to continue for fifteen days to
ensure any potential clusters of
symptoms are addressed imme-
diately. Furthermore, the corpo-
ration is currently running health
awareness programs across var-
ious educational institutions.
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Bharat Jodo
Marathon to be held
onAugust 29

Karwar
The Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports,
Karwar, will organise the
“Bharat Jodo Mara-
thon-2026” on August 29
as part of National Sports
Day celebrations. The
event will feature separate
5-km categories for men
and women and will begin
at 6 am at the Maladevi
Taluk Sports Ground. Inter-
ested participants must reg-
ister by 6 pm on August 27
through the Google Form or
OR code provided by the de-
partment. Only participants
who register online will be al-
lowed to take part. Cash prizes
will be awarded to the first five
finishers. T-shirts will be pro-
vided to participants, while
certificates will be given to
those who complete the mar-
athon. Participants will not be
provided accommodation or
travel allowances. Participants
must be aged between 14 and
65 years. For further informa-
tion, participants can contact
athletics coach Shivanand
Naik or the department office
during working hours.

KarnatakaBoard
invites SSP Scholarship
applications

Mandya
The Karnataka Building
and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board has
invited applications
through the State Scholar-
ship Portal (SSP) for edu-
cational financial assis-
tance for the children of el-
igible registered construc-
tion workers for the 2026-
27 academic year. Under
Rule 45 of the Building and
Other Construction Work-
ers (Regulation of Employ-
ment and Conditions of
Service) Karnataka Rules,
2006, educational assis-
tance is provided annually
to two children of regis-
tered workers. Eligible ben-
eficiaries can apply for the
assistance through the
SSP for their children’s ed-
ucation. Registered benefi-
ciaries have been advised
to submit their applica-
tions on or before
December 31.

Vehicle arrangements
made for media
representatives

Chintamani
The taluk administration,
Taluk Panchayat and So-
cial Welfare Department
have made vehicle ar-
rangements for media rep-
resentatives to attend the
inauguration of develop-
ment works at Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Bhavan, the Ca-
pacity Building Hall of the
Taluk Panchayat and Azad
Chowk in Chintamani on
August 22 at 10 am. The
programme will be attend-
ed by the Deputy Chief
Minister of Karnataka and
other ministers. A vehicle
for media representatives
will be available from 8.30
am on August 22 in front of
Ambha Bhavani Hotel in
the city. Media representa-
tives have been requested
to make use of the vehicle
facility and attend the pro-
gramme.

MANDYA

With the monsoon failing and
water availability for long-du-
ration crops expected to re-
main limited, farmers have
been advised to shift to alter-
native and semi-dry crops that
require less water and can be
harvested in a shorter period.

Mandya Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr Kumar issued the
appeal while chairing a meet-
ing with Agriculture Depart-
ment officials at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office. He
said farmers should be en-
couraged to cultivate crops
such as ragi, jowar, sesame,
cowpea, black gram and arka,
which can be grown with lim-
ited water.

The Cauvery Irrigation Ad-
visory Committee has decided
to prioritise the available wa-
ter in tanks and reservoirs for
drinking purposes for people
and livestock, as well as for
short-duration crops. Water
supply for long-duration

KARNATAKA

Monsoon failure: Farmers urged
to grow short-duration crops

Promoting short-duration and semi-dry crops helps farmers navigate
challenges and significantly reduces the risk of overall crop losses
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crops will not be considered
for the time being. As only
four rounds of irrigation water
have been decided upon, offi-
cials must ensure that the
available water is conserved
and used efficiently, Dr Ku-
mar said.

He also directed officials to
give priority to storing water
in tanks and other water bod-
ies in villages where neces-
sary to prevent further deple-
tion of groundwater levels.

Agriculture Department of-
ficials were instructed to con-
duct awareness programmes
at taluk, hobli and village lev-
els and guide farmers on se-

The prevailing rainfall deficit could
make it difficult to provide sufficient
water for long-duration crops.
Therefore, promoting short-duration
and semi-dry crops would help
farmers manage the situation and
reduce the risk of crop losses.

- DrKumar, Deputy Commissioner

lecting alternative and
short-duration crops based on
the prevailing rainfall condi-
tions.The Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the need for
coordinated efforts between
officials and farmers to man-

Prioritize short-
duration crops
amid deficit

Dr. Kumar announced
that due to rainfall
deficits, the Cauvery
Irrigation Advisory
Committee will prioritize
water for drinking and
short-duration crops
only. Officials must pro-
mote alternative crops,
conserve reservoir water,
and refill village tanks to
manage groundwater
levels.

age the impact of the rainfall
deficit and ensure that avail-
able water resources are used
carefully.

Agriculture Department
Joint Director Jayaswamy
G.S. and other district-level
officials attended the meeting.

New postal service
centreopens

GADAG

A new postal service centre
was inaugurated at the Ku-
maravyasa Commercial Com-
plex in the heart of Gadag city
on Thursday, with the aim of
bringing faster and more reli-
able postal services closer to
residents and making essen-
tial services available conve-
niently.

Gadag Divisional Postal Su-
perintendent S.S. Shirahatti
inaugurated the new centre and
said the initiative was intended
to strengthen customer service
and make postal facilities more
accessible to people.

Public urged not to encroach forest land

CHIKKABALLAPUR

The Forest Department has
appealed to farmers, members
of the Dalit Sangharsha Sami-
ti and the general public not
to enter or encroach upon for-
est land in Survey No. 67 of
Shingadikadirenahalli village
in Nandi Hobli of Chikka-
ballapur taluk.

According to the depart-
ment, information has been
received that some farmers
and members of the Dalit
Sangharsha Samiti have
planned to enter the area on
August 27, 2026. The land in
Survey No. 67 has been clas-
sified as forest area under

Section 4 of the Karnataka
Forest Act, 1963. The classi-
fication is also reflected in the
revenue records.

The department warned that
unauthorised entry, occupa-
tion or encroachment of the
land would amount to a viola-
tion of the Karnataka Forest
Act and other applicable for-
est and revenue laws. It also
referred to the Forest (Conser-
vation and Management) Act,
1980, and the Supreme
Court's judgment in the T.N.
Godavarman versus Union of
India case.

Officials said protection of
forest land and prevention of
encroachments are mandatory

under existing laws. Any at-
tempt to alter the nature of
forest land, occupy it or use it
without permission would be
considered unlawful and
could invite legal action.

The Forest Department
therefore urged farmers and
members of the public not to
enter Survey No. 67 or at-
tempt to occupy the forest
area. People were also ad-
vised not to participate in any
activity that could disturb law
and order.

The department appealed to
all concerned to follow the
law and cooperate with au-
thorities in protecting the no-
tified forest area.

Students urged to protect
environment for future

HUNSUR

An interactive programme on
environmental conservation
was organised at the Govern-
ment Higher Primary Boys’
School in Hunsur as part of
the school’s Eco Club activi-
ties. Environmentalist T.C.
Devanath interacted with the
students and spoke about the
growing need to protect na-
ture and preserve the environ-
ment for future generations.

Addressing the students,
Devanath said environmental
protection was not the respon-
sibility of governments and
organisations alone, but a col-
lective duty of every individ-
ual. He stressed that the pres-
ent generation must take con-
scious steps to reduce pollu-
tion and protect natural re-
sources so that children and
future generations can live in
a healthy and safe environ-
ment.

He urged students to devel-
op environmentally friendly
habits from an early age.
Avoiding unnecessary use of
plastic, keeping surroundings
clean, planting and protecting
trees, conserving water and
preventing waste were among

the measures he highlighted.
He also encouraged students
to spread awareness about en-
vironmental protection among
their families and communi-
ties.

The programme provided
an opportunity for students to
interact directly with an envi-
ronmentalist and understand
the impact of human activities
on nature. The Eco Club ini-
tiative aims to encourage stu-
dents to take an active role in
environmental conservation
through awareness pro-
grammes and practical activi-
ties.

School senior head teacher
H.S. Suresh, SDMC
Vice-President Mohammed
Rafi, Teachers’ Association
representative Shobha, head
teacher Madhu and teachers
Veena, Narasimha, Madhu
Prasad, Cheluvaraj, Krish-
namurthy, Soma Sundar,
Shobharani, Shilpa, Radhika
and Kazima were present.

The organisers said such
programmes would help stu-
dents understand their respon-
sibility towards nature and
motivate them to become en-
vironmentally conscious citi-
zens.

Hunsur road widened
after toilet removal

HUNSUR

The Hunsur City Municipal
Council has removed a dilap-
idated Sulabh toilet situated
along the NES Quarters con-
necting road and widened the
stretch, providing relief to
residents, pedestrians and
hundreds of school students
who use the road every day.

The road, located beside the
Murali Hotel building, is an im-
portant link connecting the
main area with the NES Quar-
ters. Residents of the quarters,
members of the public and stu-
dents travelling to Shastri
School regularly use the road.
However, the Sulabh toilet on
the roadside had remained in a
damaged and unusable condi-
tion for nearly two to three
years.

With the facility remaining
non-functional, people reported-
ly began using the area around
the toilet for open defecation.
This resulted in foul odour, un-
hygienic conditions and incon-
venience to pedestrians. The
situation was particularly diffi-
cult for schoolchildren who had
to pass through the area daily.

Residents had submitted sev-
eral petitions to the municipal
authorities seeking removal of

Devaraj Urs’ ideals must guide
younger generation: MLA

HUNSUR

Hunsur MLA G.T. Harish
Gowda paid floral tributes to
the statue of former Karnata-
ka Chief Minister D. Devaraj
Urs in the heart of the town
on the occasion of his birth
anniversary.

Speaking to reporters,
Gowda described Devaraj
Urs as a champion of the op-
pressed, a leader who stood
by the marginalised and a
symbol of social justice. He
said Urs had brought pride to
Hunsur by serving as the
constituency’s MLA and later

as the Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka. “It is an honour for
our taluk that a leader from
here earned a prominent
place in state politics,” he
said.

Gowda said the Devaraj
Urs Bhavan was nearing
completion, but its inaugura-
tion had been delayed. He
had submitted a proposal
secking an additional Rs 1
crore from the government for
completing the remaining de-
velopment works. Once the
funds are released, the works
will be completed and the
building inaugurated, he said.

the damaged structure and im-
provement of the road. They
had also warned that they would
launch a protest if no action was
taken. Recently, residents of
NES Quarters met former MLA
H.P. Manjunath and explained
the problems faced by them.

Responding to their request,
Manjunath directed municipal
officials to remove the damaged
toilet and take up road improve-
ment works. Acting on the di-
rection, municipal officials
cleared the structure and wid-
ened the road, making it easier
and safer for residents, students
and other commuters to use the
stretch.

Residents Felicitate Officials

NES Quarters residents ex-
pressed appreciation for the
municipal authorities for re-
solving the long-pending civ-
ic issue.

As a mark of gratitude, they
felicitated Municipal Com-
missioner Manasa and engi-
neer Krishnegowda for their
efforts in removing the unus-
able toilet and improving the
road.

Residents said the removal
of the structure had helped
improve cleanliness and pub-
lic convenience in the
locality.

VILLAGE ASSISTANTS DEMANDS
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Ramanagara Civic
Body seeks transfer
of PWD roads

RAMANAGARA

The Ramanagara City Munic-
ipal Council has decided to
submit a proposal to the gov-
ernment seeking the transfer
of roads currently maintained
by the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) within the mu-
nicipal limits.

The decision was taken at a
special general meeting held
at the municipal council’s
Prashasti Bhavan. Council
president K. Sheshadri said
several important roads, in-
cluding the stretch from the
KSRTC bus stand through
Kempegowda Circle to the
municipal limits, Kempegow-
da Circle to Chennenahalli,
the road from near Archakar-
ahalli Mahadeshwara Swamy
Temple to Doddamannugudde
Main Road, and portions of
the Bengaluru-Mysuru High-
way, are currently under the
PWD.

Although these roads are
maintained by the PWD, the
municipal council is under-
taking cleaning and patch-
work works. Therefore, mem-
bers agreed with the proposal
to take over the roads and
develop them under the mu-
nicipality.

Opposition leader Manju-
nath said the transfer process
should have been completed

earlier. He alleged that five to
six manholes had been closed
during road repair works in
his ward and that complaints
to the contractor and con-
cerned officials had not yield-
ed results. He said sewage
water was entering houses,
while residents were blaming
the municipal council without
knowing which department
was responsible for the roads.

Ruling party member So-
mashekar (Mani) also sup-
ported the proposal and said
speed breakers were required
on the Bengaluru-Mysuru
Highway near Gandhinagar.
He said several roads had de-
teriorated and could be re-
paired more effectively if
brought under municipal con-
trol.

The meeting also discussed
conducting a survey of private
properties and vacant sites
within municipal limits. Com-
missioner Dr Jayanna said the
council had around 33,000
properties and that a compre-
hensive survey could increase
annual revenue from the cur-
rent Rs 6.8 crore to around Rs
10 crore.

Members also approved the
proposal to digitise all munic-
ipal records. Standing Com-
mittee Chairman Mohammed
Arif was present.

Varamahalakshmi festival
celebrated with sweet and colours

Chamundeshwari Temple adorned with currency notes

MANDYA

The famous Chamundeshwari
Temple in Srirangapatna was
given a unique ‘Dhanalaksh-
mi’ decoration with currency
notes on the occasion of the
Varamahalakshmi festival. A
special puja was also per-
formed at the temple.

The sanctum sanctorum
was decorated with currency
notes, attracting the attention
of devotees. Temple chief
priest Lakshmisha created the
elaborate decoration using
around Rs 3 lakh in offerings
donated by devotees.

New currency notes of Rs
10, Rs 20, Rs 50, Rs 100, Rs
200 and Rs 500 denomina-
tions were artistically ar-
ranged around the sanctum
and the deity. The decoration

presented Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari in the form of
Dhanalakshmi.

Special prayers and Maha-
mangalarati were performed
with a wish for timely rains,
good crops and prosperity for
farmers and the general public
across the state.

A large number of devotees
have been visiting the temple
since morning to seek the
blessings of Chamundeshwari
in her Dhanalakshmi form.

VARAMAHALAKSHMI FESTIVAL
CELEBRATED ACROSS MAGADI

Magadi: The Varamahalaksh-
mi festival was celebrated
with great devotion and en-
thusiasm by women across
Magadi taluk on Friday.
Women woke up early,
cleaned and decorated their
homes and installed the idol
of Goddess Varamahalakshmi
before performing special rit-
uals.

Many households decorated
the entrance with colourful
rangoli, mango leaves and tra-
ditional festoons. Women
dressed in new sarees and jew-
ellery and offered flowers,
fruits and various delicacies to
the Goddess. Special prayers
were performed seeking pros-
perity, happiness and the
well-being of family members.

In several homes, priests
were invited to perform the rit-
uals, while middle-class fami-
lies also observed the festival
according to their traditions.

Women prepared special offer-
ings such as holige, payasa,
kosambari and chitranna along
with fruits, coconut and other
items.

The festival, observed on the
second Friday of the Shravan
month, witnessed women
wearing white sarees with red
borders and offering prayers
with devotion. The celebra-
tions were conducted without
discrimination based on caste
or religion, reflecting the tradi-
tional spirit of the festival.

Special pujas were per-
formed at several prominent
temples in and around the
town, including Sri Rangana-
thaswamy Temple, Kaly-
anaghatta Varasiddhi Vinayaka
Temple, Prasanna Someshwara
Temple, Hombalammana Pete
Lakshmi Temple, Savanadurga
Lakshminarasimha Swamy
Temple and Savandurga Veer-
abhadraswamy Temple.

Village assistants demand fulfilment of long pending demands

MAGADI

The Village Assistants Asso-
ciation has announced a
symbolic protest at Freedom
Park in Bengaluru on Au-
gust 24, demanding the ful-
filment of long-pending de-
mands of around 10,450
village assistants across
Karnataka.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Magadi on Friday,
association district president
Ningraju said the protest was
aimed at drawing the govern-
ment’s attention to pending
service-related issues. He
said the association wanted
the government to expedite

the files concerning village
assistants and take a final de-
cision during the ongoing
legislative session.

The association claimed
that a Cabinet meeting held
on September 25, 2025, had
taken a decision regarding

granting D Group status to
village assistants and provid-
ing a minimum retirement
benefit of Rs 10 lakh. How-
ever, the decision has not
been implemented so far,
they alleged.

The association also de-

manded salary revision and
better service security. Vil-
lage assistant posts were reg-
ularised in 2007, but an ap-
propriate salary revision has
not been carried out, leaders
said. Employees who retire
after 40 to 45 years of ser-
vice face difficulties in se-
curing retirement benefits,
they added.

The association further de-
manded that the retirement
assistance provided to village
assistants or their legal heirs
be increased from Rs 5 lakh
to Rs 10 lakh.

State general secretary
Shivrudrappa said the village
assistant post was created in

1978 and the number of em-
ployees had increased sig-
nificantly over the years. He
said the government had pro-
posed a monthly salary of Rs
27,000 and D Group status
for village assistants in
2025, but the order was yet
to be implemented.

Around 6,000 village as-
sistants are expected to par-
ticipate in the peaceful pro-
test. Association leaders
appealed to the government
to fulfil their demands and
recognise village assistants
on par with D Group em-
ployees. Several association
leaders and village assistants
were present.
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Shiraguppi Gram
Sabha scheduled for
on August 27

Hubballi
The first-round Gram Sab-
ha of Shiraguppi Gram
Panchayat for 2026-27 will
be held on August 27 at 11
am at the Shiraguppi Gram
Panchayat premises. The
meeting will discuss vari-
ous departmental
schemes, selection of de-
velopment works, prepara-
tion of action plans, selec-
tion of beneficiaries, public
grievances, tax collection
and other issues placed
before the meeting with
the approval of the chair-
person. The Gram
Panchayat Development
Officers have urged resi-
dents of Shiraguppi village,
including members of mi-
nority communities, back-
ward classes, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, women and the
general public, to partici-
pate in large numbers and
make the Gram Sabha
successful. The meeting
will provide an opportunity
for residents to raise local
issues and contribute to
village development
planning.

Deen Dayal Sparsh
scholarship
applications invited

Karwar
The Postal Department
has invited applications
from students studying in
Classes 6 to 9 for scholar-
ships under the “Deen
Dayal Sparsh Yojana”,
aimed at encouraging in-
terest in philately among
schoolchildren. Under the
scheme, students who se-
cured at least 60% marks
in the 2025-26 academic
year and maintain a postal
savings account or are
members of a philately
club and actively pursue
stamp collection will be el-
igible. Selected students
will receive an annual
scholarship of Rs 6,000.
Selection will be based on
a philately quiz. Students
shortlisted through the
quiz will have to partici-
pate in the philately activi-
ties conducted by the
Postal Department.

Sadbhavana Day
pledge administeredin
Haveri

Haveri
A pledge was administered
to mark Sadbhavana Day
at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office meeting
hall in Haveri. Additional
Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Nagaraj led the officials
and staff in taking the
pledge. The programme
was attended by Deputy
Director of the Food and
Civil Supplies Department
Manjunath, Regional
Transport Officer Vinay
Kathorkar, Deputy Director
of the Animal Husbandry
Department Dr. Yali, dis-
trict-level officers from
various departments and
other staff members. The
participants reaffirmed
their commitment to pro-
moting communal har-
mony, unity and mutual
understanding among
people.

KARWAR

The first meeting of the Ut-
tara Kannada District Con-
sumer Protection Council was
held at the meeting hall of the
Deputy Commissioner’s Of-
fice in Karwar. Additional
Deputy Commissioner Sajid
Mulla chaired the meeting.

The meeting was organised
to familiarise the newly con-
stituted council members with
its objectives, responsibilities
and functions. Detailed dis-
cussions were held on con-
sumer rights and duties, con-
sumer awareness programmes
and measures required to pro-
tect consumers from unfair
practices.

Officials stressed the im-
portance of creating greater
awareness among people
about their rights as con-
sumers. Members were
urged to actively participate
in awareness programmes
and help citizens understand
the procedures available for
resolving consumer-related
complaints. The council also
discussed the need to ensure
that consumers receive
proper information about
the quality, quantity, price
and safety of goods and ser-

KARNATAKA

' District Consumer Protection
Council holds first meeting

Discussions focused on consumer rights and duties, awareness
programmes, and safeguards against unfair practices

vices.

The meeting emphasised
the importance of coordina-
tion among various govern-
ment departments and agen-
cies in protecting consumer

interests. Officials and
council members discussed
ways to strengthen consum-
er awareness activities
across the district, particu-
larly among people who
may not be fully aware of
available grievance-redres-
sal mechanisms.

The participants also
highlighted the need to en-
courage consumers to raise
complaints whenever they
face problems relating to
goods or services. Aware-
ness programmes can help
people understand where
and how to approach the ap-
propriate authorities when
their consumer rights are

violated.

Deputy Director of the
Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment Manjunath Revanakar,
Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary Prakash Halamanav-
ar, District Social Welfare
Officer Umesh and Assis-
tant Registrar and Assistant
Administrative Officer of
the Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission Manju-
natheshwar Ganapati Goli
attended the meeting.

Lokesh Lakshminarayana
Hegde, Bhandival, G.G.
Hegde KadeKone and other
officials and council mem-
bers were also present.

The council members were
encouraged to work collec-
tively to improve consumer
awareness and ensure that
grievances are addressed ef-
fectively. The meeting also
underlined the importance of

Boost consumer
rights awareness

Officials stressed
inter-departmental co-
ordination to strengthen
consumer protection,
enhance grievance-re-
dressal awareness, and
encourage residents to
report faulty goods or
services. Key leaders,
including Deputy Director
Manjunath Revanakar,
urged council members
to drive community
education, streamline
departmental responses,
and ensure timely resolu-
tion of complaints.

strengthening the consumer
protection system at the dis-
trict level through regular
awareness drives, better coor-
dination among departments
and timely response to com-
plaints.

The council is expected to
play an important role in pro-
moting consumer awareness
and safeguarding the rights of
people across Uttara Kannada
district.

Kerakoll supports sustainable
construction of Vlveka Smaraka

MYSURU

Kerakoll, an Italian company
specialising in sustainable
building materials, has con-
tributed eco-friendly con-
struction solutions to the new-
ly inaugurated Swami
Vivekananda Cultural Youth
Centre, known as Viveka
Smaraka, in Mysuru, Karna-
taka.

The centre has been estab-
lished to promote the teach-
ings and philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda and stands at the
historic site of the former
Niranjana Math on N.S.
Road. Swami Vivekananda
stayed at the site as a wander-
ing monk in November 1892.
The property was later handed
over by the government to Sri
Ramakrishna Ashrama, My-
suru, for the development of
the centre.

Led by Ashram President
Swami Muktidananda, the fa-
cility has been designed as a
youth-focused centre where
more than 10,000 students are
expected to participate in spe-
cialised workshops and pro-
grammes. The project com-

bines cultural heritage with
modern facilities aimed at
encouraging education, per-
sonal development and youth
engagement.

Spread across more than
81,600 square feet, the com-
plex includes a basement, a
G+3 main building and a G+2
annex. The centre features a
4D Experience Centre, a 700-
seat amphitheatre, exhibition
halls, classrooms, conference
facilities, a library and dedi-
cated meditation and yoga
spaces.

Kerakoll supplied four of
its eco-friendly product sys-
tems for critical structural and
finishing applications. The
products included H40 Gel
White, Aquastop Flex, Biofix
Grey and Fugalite Colour.
The company said the solu-
tions were selected to support
structural durability, aesthet-
ics and indoor environmental

quality while meeting the re-
quirements of a high-use in-
stitutional facility.

Ahzam Javed, Regional Di-
rector, Asia Pacific, Kerakoll,
said the company was proud
to contribute to a project of
national, cultural and spiritual
importance. He said the com-
pany’s focus was on creating
healthy, durable and environ-
mentally responsible spaces
and added that its engineered
solutions would help the facil-
ity maintain high architectural
and environmental standards
over the long term.

The company said its in-
volvement in the Viveka Sma-
raka project further strength-
ens its position as a technolo-
gy partner for institutional,
commercial and heritage proj-
ects in India, combining Ital-
ian engineering expertise with
sustainable mineral-based
construction technology.

Special Job Card awareness campaign launched

SHIRAHATTI

A special awareness cam-
paign and Job Card Mela are
being conducted across Shira-
hatti taluk from August 15 to
September 15 under the Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gram-
in), with the objective of pro-
viding employment opportu-
nities to rural families in their
own villages.

As part of the campaign,
Job Card Melas were organ-

ised in Kadakol, Rantur and
Majjur villages. Panchayat
Development Officers said
the initiative would help rural
families access employment
while generating more per-
son-days through effective
implementation of the
scheme.

Under the Information, Ed-
ucation and Communication
activities, officials are visiting
households in rural areas to
identify people who need new
job cards, renew existing

cards and complete the
e-KYC process. Officials are
also collecting employment
demand from eligible rural
families and guiding them
about the procedures and ben-
efits available under the
scheme.

The officials said emphasis
was being placed on main-
taining workers’ attendance,
monitoring the progress of
works and managing related
records through digital sys-
tems.

Koppal
Horticulture
Campaign draws
12,000 participants

KOPPAL

The 10th edition of the ‘Plant
Fair and Horticulture Cam-
paign—2026’, organised by the
Koppal Horticulture Depart-
ment from August 15 to 20,
concluded successfully with
overwhelming participation
from farmers and the public.
More than 12,000 people at-
tended the six-day event,
generating demand for over
55 lakh saplings and horti-
culture-related inputs.

The campaign focused on
promoting horticulture crops
along field bunds, dryland
farming, drought manage-
ment and rainwater harvest-
ing under the theme of low
investment, low maintenance
and continuous income. Ex-
otic fruit saplings witnessed
particularly high demand,
with advance registrations
received for more than 2,000
Miyazaki mango and over
2,000 avocado saplings. De-
mand was also recorded for
more than 5,000 exotic fruit
plants, including macadamia,
mangosteen, litchi, foreign
jackfruit and cherry variet-
ies.

Farmers registered in ad-
vance to cultivate horticul-
tural crops across more than
3,000 acres. Over 500 acres
have been earmarked for
planting hybrid coconut va-
rieties, including Kolangatt
Orange, Chowghat Green,
Gangabond and Ttidi. The
department’s nursery sold
more than 3.5 lakh saplings,
including Kesar mango, lem-
on, coconut, vegetable and
ornamental plants, while ad-
vance demand was received
for another 4.5 lakh saplings.
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Shirahatti Town
Panchayat awaits
new bulldlng

MALINGARAYA PUJAR,
CH NEWS

The Shirahatti Town Pancha-
yat in Gadag district is strug-
gling to function from a dilap-
idated British-era sub-jail
building, raising questions
over when the civic body will
get a proper office of its own.

The town panchayat had
earlier functioned from a
small building near Basavesh-
wara Circle. However, due to
lack of space, it was shifted to
the old sub-jail building on
the outskirts of the town
around three years ago. The
structure is now in poor con-
dition, with rainwater leaking
through the roof even during
light showers. A tarpaulin
sheet has been placed over the
building as a temporary mea-
sure. Staff members are re-
portedly struggling to protect
property documents, official
records and other important
files from water damage.

Ironically, funds have al-
ready been sanctioned for a
new building. Around Rs 1.55
crore has been allocated under
the fourth phase of the Urban
Upgrading project. The tender
process has also been com-
pleted and a work order is-
sued to the contractor. Proper-
ty No. 149/2 has been identi-
fied as the site for the pro-
posed building.

However, the project has
reportedly hit a roadblock
over ownership of the identi-
fied land. The site is said to
belong to the Sports Depart-
ment, leading to confusion
among authorities over its
ownership and legal status.
Contractors are reportedly re-
luctant to begin construction

despite receiving the work
order, fearing future legal
complications.

Residents have questioned
why construction has not be-
gun despite the availability of
funds and completion of the
tender process. They have
urged the government and
concerned departments to re-
solve the land issue immedi-
ately and start construction.

With the existing building
posing serious challenges to
staff and public records, resi-
dents are demanding that au-
thorities act quickly and pro-
vide the Shirahatti Town Pan-
chayat with a safe and perma-
nent office.

Public outrage

Despite having both money
and permission, the project
has been shelved just on the
pretext of land dispute be-
tween departments. The peo-
ple's representatives and offi-
cials, who should be working
with a development vision,
are turning a blind eye to this
plight. The public is express-
ing strong anger that the dis-
trict administration and the
concerned minister should
immediately intervene, re-
solve the land dispute with
the sports department and
construct a new, well-
equipped building for the Shi-
rahatti town panchayat.

Gadag reviews Mid-Season
Crop Adversity relief measures

GADAG

Gadag Deputy Commissioner
C.N. Sridhar has directed of-
ficials to use satellite data and
conduct joint field surveys to
assess crop losses and provide
timely compensation to farm-
ers under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana amid ad-
verse weather conditions
during the ongoing monsoon
season.

Sridhar issued the directions
while chairing a district-level
high-level review meeting to
discuss invoking the ‘Mid-Sea-
son Adversity’ provisions for
monsoon crops. He said irregu-
lar rainfall, prolonged dry spells
and other weather-related con-
ditions had affected crops in
several areas, making immedi-
ate assistance essential for af-
fected farmers.

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed officials and repre-
sentatives of insurance compa-
nies to identify areas where
crop losses were likely to ex-
ceed 50 per cent due to inade-
quate rainfall or prolonged dry
conditions. Joint field inspec-
tions involving the Agriculture
Department, Revenue Depart-
ment and insurance companies
should be conducted immedi-
ately, he said. Reports should be
submitted as per the prescribed
guidelines to facilitate payment
of 25 per cent advance interim
compensation to eligible farm-

ers.

The meeting decided to use
satellite-based indicators, in-
cluding NDVI and NDWI,
along with rainfall-related satel-
lite data from KSNMDC, to
scientifically assess crop growth
and moisture conditions. Joint
teams were directed to inspect
affected agricultural fields and
submit reports without delay.

Sridhar instructed officials to
complete the Mid-Season Ad-
versity process before the com-
pletion of harvesting so that el-
igible farmers receive fair com-
pensation without unnecessary
delays.

Joint Director of Agriculture
Chetana Patil said the depart-
ment was scientifically assess-
ing the condition of maize, sun-
flower, groundnut and other
monsoon crops. NDVI and
moisture-index data were being
examined to identify eligible
Insurance Units that could be
activated under the Mid-Season
Adversity guidelines.

Patil said Agriculture Depart-
ment officials, Revenue offi-
cials and insurance company
representatives would coordi-
nate closely to ensure that no
eligible farmer was deprived of
insurance benefits. She added
that the department was com-
mitted to conducting an accu-
rate assessment of crop damage
and facilitating insurance bene-
fits for registered eligible farm-
ers according to the rules.

‘Make full use of government
facilities, achieve your goals’

VIJAYAPURA

Students from rural areas should
make full use of the modern facil-
ities provided by the government
and work hard to achieve their
goals, former Gram Panchayat
vice-president Gurunagouda Bi-
radar said.

He was speaking after inaugu-
rating the welcome and cultural
programme for first-year PUC
students for the 2026-27 academ-
ic year at the newly started Gov-
ernment Pre-University College
in Kupakaddi village of Kolar
taluk.

Recalling his own student days,
Biradar said he had to travel to
another village to pursue educa-

tion, while today’s students have
better facilities available in their
own locality.

He urged students to make the
best use of government facilities,
obtain quality education and
strive for higher positions. He
also advised them to remain dis-
ciplined and bring pride to their
parents, teachers and birthplace.

College Principal H.L. Dodda-
mani said the Government
Pre-University College had been
sanctioned due to the efforts of
local education enthusiasts. He
said the college would provide
greater educational opportunities,
particularly for rural students, and
thanked villagers and community
members for their support.

BJP protests alleged Rs 8 43

KOPPAL

BJP leaders and workers
staged a major protest and at-
tempted to lay siege to the
Koppal Urban Development
Authority (KUDA) office on
Friday, condemning allega-
tions that more than Rs 8.43
crore belonging to site appli-
cants was misappropriated
through fake bank accounts.
Before the protest, BJP
leaders and workers from
Koppal constituency partici-
pated in the ongoing dharna
outside the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, demanding the
resignation of Minister B. Na-
gendra over the Valmiki Cor-

poration scam. Later, a pro-
cession was taken from the
DC office to the KUDA office
under the leadership of Dr
Basavaraj Kavatagere, MLC
Hemalatha Naik, former MP
Shivaramagowda and district
BIJP president Naveen Gulag-
annavar.

Carrying placards and rais-
ing slogans against the state
government and KUDA, the
protesters attempted to enter
the authority’s office. Police
stopped them, leading to a
brief scuffle and pushing be-
tween the protesters and po-
lice. Several BJP leaders and
workers were subsequently
taken into custody and later
released.

Speaking during the protest,
Dr Basavaraj Kavatagere said
the alleged misuse of more
than Rs 8.43 crore paid by
hundreds of people aspiring to
own sites was a serious mat-
ter. He demanded a compre-
hensive probe into how out-

sourced employee Ravindra
Kumar, who is allegedly a
key accused, was entrusted
with such responsibilities at
KUDA.

He also sought an investi-
gation into alleged transfers
of money to bank accounts of
the accused’s family members
and demanded that the final
beneficiaries of the funds be
identified. The BJP leaders
questioned the delay in arrest-
ing key accused persons and
demanded that a Special In-
vestigation Team comprising
competent officers be formed
for an impartial investigation.

Later, a BJP delegation met
District Superintendent of Po-

crore KUDA Scam

Key points

* Alleged misuse of site fees.

* Demand probe into out-
sourced employee.

Investigate fund trans-
fers to family.

» Demand Special Investi-
gation Team formation.

Met District Superinten-
dent of Police.

Warned approaching
CBl and ED.

lice Arasiddi and submitted a
memorandum bearing the sig-
natures of party leaders.
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Koppal Guarantee
Scheme meetingon
August 27

Koppal
The Koppal taluk-level
Guarantee Schemes Im-
plementation Committee
meeting will be held on
August 27 at 11am at the
Taluk Panchayat meeting
hall. The meeting will dis-
cuss the implementation
of the state government’s
five guarantee schemes and
review their progress in Koppal
taluk. Balachandran Samuel,
chairman of the Koppal ta-
luk-level Guarantee Schemes
Implementation Committee,
will preside over the meeting.
The member secretaries of
the committee and the Taluk
Panchayat Executive Officer
have directed officials from
the concerned departments
to attend the meeting in per-
son with complete informa-
tion regarding the implemen-
tation and progress of the
schemes. Officials have been
asked to provide necessary
details during the discussion
and support an effective re-
view of the government'’s
guarantee programmes.

Bengaluru-Goa bus
accident kills two,
injures 20

Chitradurga
A private tourist bus travel-
ling from Bengaluru to Goa
overturned near Aimanga-
la in Hiriyur taluk on Friday,
killing two people and in-
juring 20 others. The de-
ceased have been identi-
fied as bus driver Gurupas-
ad and cleaner Shankar.
One passenger is reported-
ly in critical condition. The
accident occurred on the
National Highway near
Aimangala when the bus
fell into a trench on the left
side of the road. The front
portion of the vehicle was
badly damaged. The in-
jured passengers were
shifted to the district hos-
pital for treatment. The
bus was reportedly carry-
ing 53 people when the ac-
cident occurred. The inci-
dent took place under the
jurisdiction of the Aiman-
gala police station, and
further details are awaited.

Twoillegal
Bangladeshi
immigrants arrested

Gadag
Police have arrested two
Bangladeshi nationals who
were allegedly living ille-
gally in Harti village of
Gadag taluk. The arrests
were made by personnel
from Gadag Rural Police
Station following specific
information about two
persons moving suspi-
ciously without valid Indian
documents. The arrested
have been identified as
Mohammad Saqib, 26, and
Mohammad Delwar Hus-
sain, 22. Police said the two
were working as daily wage
labourers at a construction
site in Harti village. Acting
on the information, police
conducted a raid and de-
tained the duo. They were
taken into custody and are
being questioned to deter-
mine how they entered In-
dia and whether anyone
had helped them stay in
the area.

KARNATAKA
Vijayapura airport likely to

begin flights by January 2027

Nanjayyanamath noted the stay was lifted three weeks ago, and the state has
now sought Central Environment Department approval

VIJAYAPURA

The much-awaited Vijayapura
airport project has entered its
final phase, with efforts un-
derway to commence flight
operations by January 2027,
Karnataka State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (KSIIDC) Chair-
man S.G. Nanjayyanamath
said.

After inspecting the ongo-
ing airport works on Friday,
Nanjayyanamath told report-
ers that the project had faced
delays due to the absence of
environmental clearance and
a Supreme Court stay order.
He said the stay had been lift-
ed about three weeks ago and
the state government had now
sought the required approval
from the Central Environment
Department. Although the on-

=%

going Parliament session
could cause some delay, ap-
proval is expected soon, he
said.

Night-flight arrangements
are progressing, while the ten-
der process is expected to be
completed within a week.
Land acquisition required for
night landing facilities is also
underway. Nanjayyanamath
expressed confidence that
flight operations could begin
in January, subject to final
technical approvals from the

Highlights

* Night-flight arrange-
ments progressing
quickly.

» Tender process expect-
ed within week.

» Operations planned
starting January.

» Estimated development
cost 618.75 crore.

* Infrastructure accommo-
dates Airbus A320.

+ State approved connect-
ing road funds.

concerned authorities.

The airport is being devel-
oped at an estimated cost of
Rs 618.75 crore, with infra-
structure planned to accom-

modate Airbus A320-type
aircraft. Package-1 includes
the runway, taxiway, apron,
isolation bay, internal and pe-
ripheral roads and other pave-
ment works. Package-2 cov-
ers the passenger terminal,
ATC tower, security build-
ings, fire station, parking fa-
cilities, water systems, solar
panels and other essential in-
frastructure.

The state government has
also approved Rs 65 crore for
facilities required for night
operations and Rs 52 crore for
a four-lane connecting road
from NH-50 to the airport.
Land acquisition for both
works is progressing.

Officials said the remaining
works and statutory approvals
would be expedited to make
the airport operational as ear-
ly as possible.

Gadag plans
Bharat Jodo
Youth
Associations

GADAG

Gadag Deputy Commissioner
C.N. Sridhar has called upon
officials and stakeholders to
work responsibly towards es-
tablishing Bharat Jodo Youth
Associations across the dis-
trict, aimed at bringing young
people into the mainstream of
national development and cre-
ating opportunities for their
social and economic empow-
erment.

Sridhar made the statement
while chairing a video confer-
ence meeting on the establish-
ment of Bharat Jodo Youth
Associations at the Keswan
Video Conference Hall of the
District Administration Bha-
van on August 19. He said
youth are the country’s great-
est asset and their energy
should be channelled into cre-
ative and constructive activi-
ties that contribute to national
development.

Under the initiative, Bharat
Jodo Youth Associations will
be established within the ju-
risdiction of every Gram Pan-
chayat, Town Panchayat,
Town Municipal Council and
City Municipal Council in the
district. Each association will
receive an annual grant of Rs
10 lakh. More than 3,500
members have already been
registered in Gadag district,
while 178 associations are
proposed to be formed. Young
men and women between 16
and 35 years of age will be
eligible to become members,
with a target of registering
18,000 youth across the dis-
trict.

A 15-member executive
committee will be formed for
managing the associations
and utilising the grants. The
Deputy Commissioner will
appoint office-bearers, while
a monitoring committee com-
prising Tahsildars, Block Ed-
ucation Officers, Executive
Officers, Social Welfare De-
partment officials, and offi-
cers from the Minority and
Backward Classes Welfare
departments will oversee the
activities.

Tata Motors Foundation expands
village development programme

DHARWAD

Tata Motors Foundation has
expanded its Integrated Vil-
lage Development Pro-
gramme (IVDP) to Belur
Gram Panchayat in Dharwad
district, aiming to strengthen
livelihoods, improve access to
essential services and empow-
er local communities through
better utilisation of govern-
ment welfare schemes.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Dharwad Zilla
Panchayat CEO Bhuvanesh
Patil in the presence of Tata
Motors Dharwad Plant Head
Vijay Kumar Battu, local ad-
ministrative officials and
community members. The
initiative is being implement-
ed in partnership with BAIF
and will cover Belur, Heggeri
and Neeralkatti villages.

The programme seeks to
address key developmental
challenges in the villages, in-
cluding limited employment
opportunities, gaps in infra-
structure, disparities in educa-
tion and low participation of
women in economic and com-
munity activities. Agriculture
remains the primary source of
livelihood for a large section
of the population, making
livelihood diversification and
sustainable income generation
important priorities.

IVDP focuses on strength-
ening local institutions rather
than relying solely on infra-
structure development. The
programme aims to improve
coordination with central and
state government schemes,
address documentation-relat-
ed gaps and strengthen the
capacity of local bodies to en-
sure that eligible residents can
access public welfare bene-
fits.

Under its expansion in Kar-
nataka, the programme will
focus on agriculture, liveli-
hoods, healthcare, education,
infrastructure and local gov-
ernance. It will also work to-
wards improving community
participation and enabling
villagers to take greater own-
ership of their development
priorities.

Tata Motors Foundation
CEO Vinod Kulkarni said the
programme demonstrated the

importance of govern-
ment-scheme convergence,
public-private partnerships
and community ownership in
creating sustainable rural de-
velopment.

He said empowering Belur
Gram Panchayat to lead its
development agenda would
help create a scalable and rep-
licable model for rural devel-
opment in Karnataka.

Launched in 2018, IVDP
has expanded to nearly 200
villages across 103 Gram
Panchayats in five states.
During FY 2025-26, the pro-
gramme benefited more than
1.15 lakh people and aligned
with 50 government welfare
schemes involving around Rs
20 crore. The initiative aims
to strengthen grassroots gov-
ernance and help communi-
ties independently access
public resources and sustain
development.

‘Naanu, Neenu Mattu Schizophrenia’
collection releases on August 23

CHITRADURGA

The poetry collection Naanu,
Neenu Mattu Schizophrenia,
written by Dr. S.N. Heman-
tharaju, an English lecturer at
the Government Pre-Univer-
sity College for Boys in Chi-
tradurga, will be released on
August 23.

Published by Mayura
Books, the book launch will
be held at 10 a.m. at the
Press Bhavan on the premis-
es of the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Office. Writer and
retired professor Dr. Sanga-
nahalli Ashok Kumar will

KARWAR

Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmi Priya has directed
Health Department officials to
organise de-addiction camps
across the district to help peo-
ple struggling with substance
abuse overcome addiction and
receive treatment.

She issued the direction
while chairing a meeting of
the N-CORD committee at
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office. She instructed officials
to identify people who had
been arrested or released in
connection with drug-related
cases and organise awareness
programmes and treatment

Organise De-Addiction

camps to prevent them from
falling back into addiction.
The DC also directed offi-
cials to conduct the pro-
grammes with the cooperation
of various voluntary organisa-
tions and the Police Depart-
ment. She asked the authori-

preside over the programme,
while researcher and retired
professor Dr. B. Rajshek-
harappa will release the col-
lection.

Writer and professor Dr.
Tarini Shubhadayini, DSERT
Joint Director Dr. G.V. Har-
iprasad and K. Kiran Kumar,
Managing Trustee of Open
Minds World School, Shiva-
mogga, will speak about the
book. Principal of Govern-
ment Pre-University College
for Boys N. Doddappa and
Assistant Director of the De-
partment of Kannada and
Culture Dr. B.M. Gurunath

will be present.

The collection explores the
subtle conflicts between an
individual’s inner world and
society. Schizophrenia is pre-
sented not merely as a medi-
cal concept but as a metaphor
for the fragmentation of the
modern mind, existential
confusion and the fragility of
human relationships. The po-
ems take readers through an
intense emotional and intel-
lectual journey between inner
turmoil and external realities.

Dr. Hemantharaju hails
from Gundimadu village in
Holalkere taluk.

Camps: DC K. Laks

ties to organise extensive
awareness campaigns in
schools and colleges on the
harmful effects of drug abuse.

Police officials were in-
structed to conduct regular
inspections at homestays and
resorts to prevent the use and

Awareness campaigns were being
conducted through the ‘Bade Bro’ and
‘Rise’ programmes, while Anti-Drug
Committees had been formed in all
colleges.

- Deepan M.N., District Police
Superintendent

distribution of narcotic sub-
stances. Special vigilance has
also been ordered at tourist
destinations, as drugs have re-
portedly been detected among
some visitors to the district.
District Police Superinten-
dent Deepan M.N. said exten-
sive checks were being carried
out across the district against

hmi Priya

the supply, sale and use of nar-
cotic substances. During July,
police arrested 11 people in
five drug seizure cases and
confiscated 5.555 kg of ganja
valued at Rs.1.77 lakh. In 65
cases related to drug consump-
tion, 70 people were detained.
The DC directed the Police,
Excise, Forest, Fisheries,
Ports, Postal, Coast Guard,
Health and Education depart-
ments to work together to
completely curb the use and
sale of narcotic substances in
the district. Additional SP
Krishnamurthy, Excise DC
D.C. Amanullah Khan and of-
ficials from various depart-
ments attended the meeting.
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Aakash launches
ANTHE 2026

Tal

5 -

HUBBALLI

Aakash Educational Services
Limited (AESL) has launched
the 2026 edition of its Aakash
National Talent Hunt Exam
(ANTHE), aimed at helping
students assess their academic
potential, identify areas for
improvement and prepare
more effectively for competi-
tive examinations.

ANTHE has registered
more than one crore students
over the past 16 years, mak-
ing it one of India’s lon-
gest-running talent identifica-
tion examinations. The as-
sessment is designed to go
beyond marks by evaluating
subject knowledge, aptitude,
analytical ability, competitive
readiness and examination be-
haviour.

According to AESL, every
question in ANTHE is pur-
pose-driven and mapped to
specific concepts and compe-
tencies. Students receive a
detailed ANTHE Intelligence
Report after the examination,
providing subject-wise in-
sights into their strengths and
areas requiring improvement.
The report also examines
Competitive Exam Success
Potential, Test-Taking Person-
ality and Attempt Intelligence
Quotient to provide a broader
understanding of a student’s
examination approach.

The company said ANTHE
has also been associated with
the academic journeys of sev-
eral high-performing students.

ent Hunt Exam

&=

In NEET UG 2026, 31 of
Aakash’s 41 students who se-
cured ranks among the top
100 had previously qualified
through ANTHE. In JEE Ad-
vanced 2026, seven of the 11
Aakash students ranked
among the top 100 had also
qualified through the talent
hunt examination.

Chandra Sekhar Garisa
Reddy, MD and CEO of
AESL, said ANTHE was in-
tended to help students under-
stand their academic strengths
and weaknesses rather than
merely determine scholarship
eligibility. He said the exam-
ination provides students with
insights that can help them
make informed decisions
about their future academic
preparation.

ANTHE also provides na-
tional-level benchmarking,
allowing students to compare
their performance with peers
across the country. Scholar-
ships of up to 100 per cent
and cash prizes totalling Rs
2.5 crore will be available to
eligible performers.

ANTHE 2026 is open to
students from Classes V to
XII and will be conducted in
online and offline formats.
The online examination will
be held from October 27 to
November 1, while offline ex-
aminations are scheduled for
October 11, October 25 and
November 1. Registrations
are open through Aakash cen-
tres and the official ANTHE
platform.

HUBBALLI FLYOVER ALTERS
GANESH PROCESSION ROUTE

HUBBALLI

The famous Ganeshotsava
celebrations in Hubballi are
facing a major logistical hur-
dle this year. Ongoing con-
struction work on the flyover
at Kittur Rani Channamma
Circle has created significant
roadblocks for the traditional

immersion procession,
prompting organizers to plan
a special alternative route.
Hubballi Ganeshotsava is
renowned across the state for
drawing massive crowds to
view grand Ganapati idols. Ev-
ery year, roughly one thousand
public Ganeshotsava Maha-
mandals install festive statues.

BENGALURU NORTH CITY CORPORATION

Y, Office of the Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division, Zone-2,
MEI layout, Hesaraghatta Main Road, Bagalagunte,
T. Dasarahalli, Bengaluru- 560 073.

(Through KPP Portal Only)

No.:BNCC/EE/DD/TEND/11/2026-27

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Dasarahalli Division invites tenders
from eligible tenderers for work detailed in the table below.

Date:21.08.2026

(Single Cover System)

SI.No.

Name of the work

Rs. 46,500/-

Immersion of Ganesha Idols at J.P. Park Kalyani part of
RR Nagar Constituency (BNCC Limits) for the year
1.12026-27. Amount put to tender: Rs. 17.69 Lakhs. EMD :

the undersigned.

1)Tender documents can be downloaded from KPP portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 25.08.2026 onwards.
2) Last date for submission queries: 08.09.2026 upto
4.00 p.m. 3) Last Date for receipt of tenders: 01.09.2026
upto 4.00 p.m. 4) Opening of technical bids: 09.09.2026
at 4.30 p.m. 5) Opening of financial bids: 10.09.2026 at
4.30 p.m. Further details can be obtained from the office of

Dasarahalli Division, BNCC.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

No. EE/BId.1/AE-4/2026-27/21

e-procurement portal

guidelines.  Further

kppp.karnataka.gov.in

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1, Building Division,
SJP Campus, Bengaluru, Phone: 080-22255210

INVITATION FORTENDER (IFT)

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for the following works. Name of the work:
(1) Construction of Administration Office Block, Governor’s
Special secretary Quarters and Indoor Stadium at Lok
Bhavan Bengaluru. Tender Reference: PWD/2026-27/BD/
WORK_INDENT40849. Approx. value of work: Rs. 2101.51
lakhs. EMD: Rs. 21,01,600/-(Rs. 1,00,000/- through KPP
Portal, remaining through BG). Time Period: 15 Months
(including rainy season). (2) Carrying out Tail Roof Work
and other allied works to Qtrs. No. 379, RMV Layout,
Dollara Colony, Bengaluru. Tender Reference: PWD/2026-
27/BD/WORK_INDENT39354.
Rs. 1.69 lakhs. EMD: Rs. 4250/-. Time Period: 02 Months
(including rainy season). Cost of Document for each work:
As in e-portal. Last date for downloading Tender through
and submission
For SI. No. 1: 04.09.2026, For Sl. No. 2: 28.08.2026 up to
5.00 PM. Date of opening the Tender: as per e-procurement
information
from the above office or from e-procurement portal http://

DIPR/DD-C.P/2360/KSMCA/2026-27

Date: 20.08.2026

Approx. value of work:

through online:
obtained

can be

Sd/- Executive Engineer
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Incorrect to attribute
sugar price hike to
ethanol production

New Delhi
Government on Friday
said it is incorrect to at-
tribute the recent in-
crease in sugar prices to
diversion of sugar for
ethanol production, as
the share of sugar di-
verted for this purpose
has declined from
around 12 per cent in
2022-23 to around 9 per
centin 2025-26. “More-
over, nearly three-
fourths of the ethanol
produced in the country
now comes from grains,
particularly maize,” the
Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution said in a
statement. The govern-
ment said it is closely
monitoring the situation
and has taken a series
of measures to ensure
adequate availability of
sugar and stable prices
for consumers.

China’s growing clout
in Indo-Pacific raises
concern

Beijing
A section of Japanese
media and people are
criticising Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi and her
administration for their
efforts to upgrade Ja-
pan’s defence and secu-
rity systems, but these
critics are overlooking
China’s growing influ-
ence in the Indo-Pacific
region, according to an
article published on the
Japan Forward news
website. “The Pacific Is-
lands have become an
increasingly important
arena of strategic com-
petition between China
and the United States
and its regional part-
ners,” the article stated.

India, ADB sign $230
million loan to modernise
Chennai’s water supply

New Delhi
In a bid to modernise
and expand Chennai’s
water supply and sani-
tation infrastructure, the
government and the
Asian Development
Bank (ADB) on Friday
signed a $230 million
loan.The project will
construct over 170 km of
water supply pipes and
sewer pipes, upgrade
seven water pumping
stations and 38 sewer
pumping stations and
strengthen water utility
assets and operations
management through
performance-based
contracts, according to
a Finance Ministry
statement.With this,
Chennai will become
the first Indian city to
implement a compre-
hensive ring-main solu-
tion, a closed-loop
plumbing system de-
signed to maintain bal-
anced water pressure
and deliver water effi-
ciently across service
areas, improving relia-
bility, equity, and resil-
ience to natural hazards
in its urban water supply
system.

Unincorporated Sector
Expands Despite Uncertainty

India’s unincorporated sector expanded strongly in April—June 2026, with
establishments, employment and digital adoption rising

NEW DELHI

India’s unincorporated
non-agricultural sector contin-
ued to expand during the
April-June 2026 quarter, with
the estimated number of es-
tablishments rising 9.20 per
cent year-on-year, according
to the National Statistics Of-
fice (NSO).

The number of unincorpo-
rated establishments increased
to an estimated 8.67 crore in
April-June 2026, compared
with 7.94 crore during the
corresponding quarter of
2025. The growth came de-
spite continuing global eco-
nomic uncertainties.

Employment in the sector
also recorded a strong in-
crease. The estimated work-
force rose to 13.70 crore
during the quarter, up 6.55 per
cent from 12.81 crore a year
earlier.

The services sector
emerged as a major driver of
employment growth, with its
estimated workforce increas-
ing by more than 21 per cent.
The sector also continued to
show greater participation of
women, who accounted for
more than 30 per cent of total
employment.

Working owners remained
the largest category of work-
ers, accounting for 62.38 per
cent of total employment,

compared with 60.18 per cent
a year earlier. Meanwhile, the
share of hired workers de-
clined to 22.77 per cent from
24 .38 per cent.

Urban areas recorded sig-
nificantly stronger employ-
ment growth, with employ-
ment rising more than 12 per
cent year-on-year, while rural
employment grew by 0.7 per
cent.

Digital adoption also
gained momentum. Around

India's Business
Landscape Just Shifted:

m Establishments rise
9.20% year-on-year

= Employment reaches
13.70 crore

m Services workforce
grows over 21%

= Women account for more
than 30% of workers

= Urban employment rises
over 12%

= Around 80% establish-
ments adopt cashless
payments

80 per cent of establishments
reported using cashless pay-
ment methods, including UPI,
online banking and POS de-
vices, signalling wider adop-
tion of digital transactions
across the sector.

Energy Platform Launches
Deep-Tech Accelerator

NEW DELHI

MC?+, the energy innovation
platform under the Ministry
of Petroleum & Natural Gas,
has launched MC?+ Ignite, a
sector-specific accelerator
programme aimed at helping
deep-tech startups move from
laboratory development to in-
dustrial deployment.

The programme will select
approximately 30 deep-tech
startups and provide mile-
stone-linked convertible fund-
ing of up to X2 crore to each
selected venture. Applications
for the inaugural cohort will
close on August 31, 2026,
with selected startups sched-
uled to be announced on Sep-
tember 15.

MC?+ Ignite will provide
startups with access to capital,
research and development in-
frastructure, technical exper-
tise, industry mentors, pilot
opportunities and potential

Around 30 startups to
be selected

Funding of up to 2 crore each

Applications close: Au-
gust 31,2026

Selected startups an-
nounced: September 15

commercial pathways through
participating energy compa-
nies.

The accelerator will operate
through a hub in Delhi and
nodes located within the R&D
centres of participating oil
and gas companies. This
structure is intended to bring
startups closer to industrial
environments and provide ac-
cess to sites where technolo-
gies can be tested and validat-

ed.

MC2+ has also partnered
with institutions including IIT
Madras, IIT Kanpur, IIT
Kharagpur, C-CAMP and
Venture Centre in Pune, al-
lowing participating startups
to access laboratories, infra-
structure and mentoring capa-
bilities.

The Section 8 not-for-profit
platform, backed by India’s
energy majors, was estab-
lished to reduce fragmenta-
tion in energy-sector research
and create stronger links be-
tween industry requirements,
scientific institutions and
startups.

Dr Neeraj Mittal, Secretary,
Ministry of Petroleum & Nat-
ural Gas and Chairman of
MC? Foundation, said the ini-
tiative addresses duplication
in energy research and creates
a more direct interface be-
tween industry and research
institutions.

India eyes 20% of
global smartphone
production in 1-2 years

NEW DELHI

India is rapidly emerging as
a key alternative manufac-
turing hub in the global
electronics supply chain
and could account for near-
ly one-fifth of the world’s
smartphone production
within the next one to two
years, according to a report.

The shift reflects a broad-
er transformation in the
global electronics manufac-
turing landscape, as compa-
nies seek to reduce their
dependence on China and
diversify production across
multiple countries, accord-
ing to One World Outlook
report.

The strategy, widely de-
scribed as “China plus
one”, has gained momen-
tum amid supply-chain dis-
ruptions, rising geopolitical
tensions, tariffs and tighter
controls on critical technol-
ogies.

Goyal Pushes
Deeper Singapore
Economic Ties

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal has reaf-
firmed India’s commitment to
strengthening economic and
investment ties with Singa-
pore following a series of
high-level meetings with
business leaders during his
visit.

Goyal met Dilhan San-
drasegara, CEO of Temasek
Holdings, and discussed op-
portunities to deepen invest-
ment linkages and expand the
Singapore-based investment
firm’s engagement with In-
dia’s growth story. He high-
lighted India’s strong eco-
nomic fundamentals, invest-
ment-led reforms and expand-
ing opportunities across sec-
tors as key drivers for long-
term partnerships.

The minister also held dis-
cussions with a delegation led
by Mark Lee, Chairman of the
Singapore Business Federa-
tion. The talks focused on in-
creasing business-to-business
engagement and expanding
trade and investment ties be-
tween India and Singapore.

Goyal stressed the import-
ant role of business communi-
ties in strengthening econom-
ic partnerships, promoting
collaboration and creating
new opportunities for compa-
nies in both countries.

Healthcare cooperation also
featured prominently during
his visit. Goyal met Leo Puri,
Chairman of Fortis Health-
care, and Dr Prem Nair,

Group CEO of IHH Health-
care, to explore opportunities
for deeper India-Singapore
collaboration in the healthcare
sector.

He said India’s growing
healthcare ecosystem presents
significant opportunities for
global investors and institu-
tions.

Goyal further met Brian
Shuptrine, Managing Direc-
tor, Asia Pacific, Turner &
Townsend, to discuss India’s
expanding infrastructure and
development landscape. The
minister highlighted opportu-
nities for greater participation
by global investors and inter-
national partners.

The meetings come as India
seeks to strengthen economic
partnerships with Singapore
and expand business collabo-
ration across Asia.

Piyush Goyal: “India’s in-
vestment-led growth is creat-
ing new opportunities across
infrastructure and allied sec-
tors.”

Key Areas Discussed: In-
vestment partnerships with
Temasek; stronger busi-
ness-to-business engagement;
healthcare cooperation; infra-
structure opportunities; ex-
panded trade ties.

Goyal said India’s strong
economic fundamentals and
ongoing investment-led re-
forms are creating significant
opportunities for Singaporean
businesses and global inves-
tors seeking long-term part-
nerships across sectors.

SEBI Chief urges focus on investors

MUMBAI

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey urged the mutual fund
industry to prioritize investor outcomes above all else during
its rapid growth phase. Speaking at a major financial milestone
event, Pandey emphasized that true sector success should not
be judged merely by soaring assets under management or rising

folio counts.

With unique investors expanding significantly and monthly
contributions reaching record highs, regulators stress that
multi-lingual education and rigorous protection frameworks

must remain central.

Authorities also highlighted the surging participation of
women investors, calling for enhanced digital safety standards
across all financial platforms moving forward.

Nepal drives
green future with
electric vehicles

KATHMANDU

Electric vehicles are booming
across Nepal, transforming
the country's roads into clean-
er pathways. Official data re-
veals that more than 63,000
EVs are now registered na-
tionwide, making up a re-
markable seventy percent of
all newly imported private
cars.

This rapid shift helps the
Himalayan nation utilize its
abundant hydropower re-
sources while cutting down
on costly imported fossil fu-
els. Government tax breaks,
affordable loans, and a flood
of new models especially af-
fordable Chinese brands have
driven this incredible growth
in recent years.

Nepal now proudly stands
right behind Norway as the
world's second-largest market
for new private electric car
sales.

Solar expansion in China
causes bird diversity decline

BEIJING

Rapid expansion of solar
farms in China is linked to a
reduction in bird diversity as
cropland and grassland are
cleared for development, a
new report has said, calling
the trend a green dilemma
that pits carbon reduction
against conservation.

Both resident and migra-
tory bird species showed
significant declines in areas
of rapid solar development,
with stronger effects ob-
served in wealthier and non
desert regions, the report
from France 24 said citing
Chinese research.

Species native to moun-
tain habitats that are poorly
suited to solar farms were
largely unaffected, the report
said citing a study, which
analysed policy driven solar
growth across 2,344 Chinese
counties from 2014 to 2023.

The research paired that
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data with citizen science
bird records, and found that
stricter pro solar policies
were consistently linked
with declines in bird biodi-
versity.

“The main message is not
to slow the renewable ener-
gy transition, but to make
solar development more eco-
logically informed,” the re-
port cited first author Huim-
ing Zhang of Nanjing Uni-
versity of Information Sci-
ence & Technology.

China aims to achieve car-
bon neutrality before 2060
and the country's solar foot-
print reached nearly 4,520
square kilometers by 2024-
- equivalent in size to the
US state of Rhode Island.

Solar locations are chosen
based on the government's
"Five-Year Plans" to pro-
mote economic development
in certain regions rather than
land availability or intensity
of sunlight.

DGGI busts clandestine pan masala,
tobacco manufacturing network

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
GST Intelligence (DGGI)
has uncovered a clandestine
manufacturing operation in-
volving pan masala, scented
jarda and gutkha across six
premises in Uttar Pradesh's
Chitrakoot and Banda dis-
tricts, according to an offi-
cial statement on Friday.

According to the Ministry
of Finance, acting on specif-
ic intelligence, officers of
the DGGI's Lucknow Zonal
Unit launched coordinated
searches around midnight on
August 18 at premises
linked to two firms, one en-
gaged in the manufacture of
pan masala and allied prod-
ucts and the other involved
in trading activities.

During the searches, offi-
cials detected 27 undeclared
pouch-packing machines,
including six machines used

for scented jarda, nine for
pan masala and 12 for doha-
ra/desi gutkha, the ministry
said, adding that mixing,
areca nut crushing and dry-
ing machines were also
found at the premises.

In addition, authorities
seized 1,550,922 pouches of
finished products, including
pan masala, chewing tobac-
co, scented jarda and
sugandhit supari.

Raw materials and pack-
aging materials seized in-
cluded 32.9 metric tonnes of
areca nut and cut areca nut,
2.8 metric tonnes of tobacco,
8.4 metric tonnes of packag-
ing material, pouches and
laminates, 470 kg of katha
powder, 850 kg of glycerine,
545 kg of essence and 256
kg of unpacked pan masala.

According to the ministry,
evasion of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), Health Se-
curity and National Security

(HSNS) Cess and Central
Excise duty amounting to
about Rs 185 crore has been
detected so far.

Preliminary evidence sug-
gests the operation was be-
ing run through a network of
unregistered premises using
undeclared machinery, with
goods allegedly cleared
without payment of applica-
ble taxes, cess and duties, it
said.Moreover, the propri-
etor of the manufacturing
firm was found prima facie
to be responsible for organ-
ising and managing the clan-
destine manufacturing and
clearance activities and was
arrested on August 19 under
provisions of the HSNS
Cess Act, 2025, and the
Central Excise Act, 1944,
and produced before the
Special Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate (Customs), Lucknow,
who remanded him to judi-
cial custody.

BRICS Pushes Stronger Technology Cooperation

NEW DELHI

Emerging technologies are
opening new avenues for eco-
nomic and social progress,
but stronger international co-
operation is essential to en-
sure innovation remains ac-
cessible, affordable, trusted
and sustainable, Union Minis-
ter of State for Science and
Technology and Earth Scienc-
es Dr Jitendra Singh said.
Addressing the 14th BRICS
Science, Technology and In-
novation Ministerial Meeting,
Singh called on BRICS coun-
tries to pursue practical mech-
anisms for deeper collabora-
tion in frontier research, inno-

vation financing, talent mobil-
ity, shared research infrastruc-
ture, startup partnerships and
capacity building.

He said such cooperation
could help build a fu-
ture-ready BRICS science,
technology and innovation
architecture capable of re-

& "l A 3 p
sponding to global challenges
while supporting the aspira-
tions of the Global South.

Singh noted that the world
is undergoing rapid transfor-
mation driven by artificial
intelligence, quantum tech-
nologies, advanced materials,
biotechnology, photonics,

geospatial technologies and
high-performance computing.
He highlighted India’s
growing global role in sci-
ence, technology and innova-
tion under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and reiterated
the country’s commitment to
an open, inclusive and hu-
man-centric approach.
India’s National Quantum
Mission, National Supercom-
puting Mission, BioE3 Policy,
National Geospatial Policy
and expanding Digital Public
Infrastructure ecosystem were
cited as examples of efforts
aimed at ensuring technology
improves lives and supports
sustainable economic trans-

formation.

India has chosen “Building
for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainabil-
ity”” as the theme of its BRICS
Presidency in 2026.

Singh said the theme re-
flects a shared commitment to
inclusive growth, sustainable
development, resilience and
equitable international part-
ners

Dr Jitendra Singh:
“Emerging technologies cre-
ate new opportunities for
progress but require stronger
international cooperation.”

BRICS President: “Sci-
ence, technology and innova-
tion must serve humanity.”

Amazon expands anti-counterfeit unit
inIndia to protect 1.7 million sellers

NEW YORK

US-based e-commerce and
technology giant Amazon is
expanding the operations of its
Counterfeit Crimes Unit
(CCU) in India as it majorly
steps up efforts to protect 1.7
million Indian sellers and con-
sumers from counterfeit prod-
ucts, CCU Director Kebharu
Smith said on Friday.In an in-
terview with IANS, Smith said
the unit -- which was launched
in June 2020 -- is a global
team with members in the, in-
cluding India and has pursued
more than 32,000 bad actors
globally through civil litiga-
tion and criminal referrals to

law enforcement agencies.
Smith also highlighted the
scale of Amazon's seller eco-
system in the country. “Ama-
zon today works with more
than 1.7 million sellers in In-
dia and half of them are from
tier two and tier three cities,”
he said. “Our mission is to
take the fight to these bad ac-
tors,” Smith said.The expan-
sion of the CCU’s India oper-
ations is aimed at strengthen-
ing efforts on the ground and
working more closely with
local law-enforcement agen-
cies, he said."We have ongo-
ing investigations with the
CBI here in India as well,”
Smith told IANS.
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Gujarat doctor
allegedly assaulted at
Rajkot hospital

Rajkot
A 26-year-old woman
resident doctor at Ra-
jkot’s PDU Civil Hospital
was allegedly slapped,
abused and threatened
by a senior male col-
league following a disa-
greement over the ad-
mission of a critically ill
patient, The doctor,
identified as Krisha Sin-
ghala, was reportedly on
emergency duty when
the incident occurred on
Thursday evening. The
episode triggered a pro-
test by junior doctors;
Police registered a com-
plaint against Ashwin
Ramani and detained
him on Friday. Gujarat
Health Minister Praful
Pansheriya assured the
doctor of swift justice
and full security, stress-
ing that there would be
no compromise on the
dignity and safety of
women doctors.

Karol Bagh demolition
collapsekills one,
injures three

Delhi
A two-storey building
collapsed during demo-
lition work on Pyare Lal
Road in Delhi’s Karol
Bagh on Friday morning,
killing one labourer and
injuring three others.
The incident occurred
around 11:15 am while a
private contractor was
demolishing the old
structure. Police said
the building owner had
not obtained the re-
quired permission for
demolition. Rescue
teams rushed to the site
after receiving informa-
tion from locals. One in-
jured worker later died,
while another was re-
ported critical. The
building owners and
contractor were de-
tained for questioning
as further investigation
continues.

Committee probes
student’s death case
invisakapatnam

Visakhapatnam
A three-member com-
mittee has been formed
to investigate the death
of a six-year-old student
who allegedly died after
being beaten by a school
teacher in Visakhapat-
nam, Andhra Pradesh.
TDP State President Pal-
la Srinivasa Rao ex-
pressed condolences to
the child’s family and as-
sured them of support.
He said the incident had
been brought to the no-
tice of Minister Nara
Lokesh and the commit-
tee would examine the
matter. Rao said appro-
priate action would fol-
low the report and urged
schools to monitor stu-
dents’ health and main-
tain proper records.

Delhi bans construction

to reduce air pollution

Delhi will ban construction from December 10 to January
20, with Al cameras and the Dust Portal monitoring sites

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government will
completely ban construction
activities across the capital
from December 10 to January
20 to help control air pollu-
tion during the winter season,
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced on Friday. The
move aims to prevent dust
pollution when air quality of-
ten worsens across the city.

Gupta said construction

sites covering more than 500
square metres will be closely
monitored through the gov-
ernment’s Dust Portal and
Al-enabled cameras. She
urged residents to report vio-
lations to the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, their local
MLA, or the chief minister.

The chief minister said con-
struction work had continued
at some locations during the
previous winter despite re-
strictions under the Graded
Response Action Plan. She

42-day construction
ban: Dec 10-Jan 20.

Sites above 500 sqm
monitored.

Al cameras will track vi-
olations.

'Violators face notices,
fines and warning

said some sites had operated
behind covers, making en-

forcement difficult. This year,
authorities plan to use re-
al-time monitoring to detect
such violations and take ac-
tion.

The upgraded Dust Portal
uses cameras, pollution sen-
sors, GIS mapping and artifi-
cial intelligence to track con-
struction and demolition sites.
It monitors PM10 and PM2.5
levels and can generate yel-
low, orange and red alerts
based on pollution conditions.
Officials can also issue digital
notices, warnings and fines
when rules are violated.

Samrat Choudhary discusses
Bihar issues with Ministers

PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary met Union Fi-
nance and Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar in New Delhi
on Friday to discuss key is-
sues linked to the state’s de-
velopment and financial in-
terests. Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Vijay Kumar
Choudhary and Janata
Dal-United National Working
President Sanjay Jha also at-
tended the meeting.

The meeting was held at
Kartavya Bhawan around 11
am. According to Chief Min-
ister Choudhary, discussions
covered India-Nepal water
and dam projects, budgetary
matters, tourism develop-
ment and other issues con-
cerning Bihar. He said the
talks were aimed at improv-
ing coordination between the
state and the Centre and ad-
vancing matters related to
development, prosperity and
public welfare.

The meeting comes as Bi-

Bihar CM Samrat
Choudhary met Union
ministers Sitharaman and
Jaishankar to discuss
funding, infrastructure,
tourism, irrigation and
India-Nepal water
projects.

har seeks greater Central
support for major infrastruc-
ture and development pro-
grammes. Several projects in
the state require substantial
funding, while the govern-
ment is also seeking assis-
tance for ongoing and pro-
posed initiatives. Among the
important issues is the Ko-
si-Mechi River Interlinking
Project, for which Bihar cur-
rently bears part of the proj-
ect cost.

The state is also pursuing
major expressway and infra-
structure projects and is ex-
pected to seek timely release
of funds for their implemen-
tation.

However, no specific re-
quest for additional financial
assistance made during Fri-

day’s meeting has been offi-
cially confirmed.

The discussions are there-
fore being seen as part of
broader Centre-state coordi-
nation on Bihar’s develop-
ment priorities.

Choudhary’s Delhi visit
was his first reported trip fol-
lowing the Bankipur by-elec-
tion. Before meeting the
Union ministers, he visited
BJP leader Vinod Tawde’s
residence and congratulated
him on his reappointment as
the party’s National General
Secretary and Uttar Pradesh
In-charge.

Choudhary praised
Tawde’s organisational lead-
ership and expressed confi-
dence in his future contribu-
tion.The meetings highlight-
ed Bihar’s efforts to strength-
en cooperation with the Cen-
tre while seeking support for
infrastructure, irrigation,
tourism and other develop-
ment programmes. Further
decisions on funding and
projects are expected through
the appropriate government
channels.

EOW ARRESTS EEE CHIEF
IN %9.31 CRORE CASE

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) has
arrested Aswath Reddy N.,
Managing Director of Electri-
cal Energy Equipments India
Pvt. Ltd. (EEE), in an alleged
%9.31 crore payment diver-
sion case linked to Bangalore
Electricity Supply Company
Ltd. (BESCOM) projects.
Reddy was produced before
the Chief Judicial Magistrate
at Saket Courts on August 19
after being brought to Delhi
on transit remand.

According to the complaint,
Visual Technologies India
Pvt. Ltd. (VTI) entered into
an MoU with EEE on August
8, 2024, for supplying materi-
als for BESCOM projects.
VTI alleged that it supplied
materials worth about 39.31
crore after being assured that
BESCOM payments would be
routed through an escrow ac-
count. Investigators allege
that the payments were in-
stead transferred to another
EEE account.

The court noted that inves-
tigators are examining the
money trail, including the ac-
counts receiving BESCOM
payments, subsequent trans-

INSIGHTS

= EOW arrested EEE MD
Aswath Reddy.

m Case involves alleged
%9.31 crore diversion.

m VTI supplied materials
for BESCOM projects.

= Court granted two
days’ police custody.

= Investigators are trac-
ing the money trail

fers and the alleged ultimate
beneficiaries. GST records,
invoices and different ver-
sions of a purchase order dat-
ed August 21, 2024, are also
being examined. EOW had
sought six days of police cus-
tody, but the court granted
two days for sustained inter-
rogation and confrontation
with records.

Reddy’s anticipatory bail
plea had earlier been rejected
by the Delhi High Court on
June 9, which considered the
allegations serious and said
the matter could not be treat-
ed merely as a civil dispute.
The court also noted discrep-
ancies concerning the pur-
chase order and jurisdiction
clauses.

JP Nadda reviews HI1N1
readiness amid Delhi surge

NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister JP
Nadda on Friday reviewed the
country’s preparedness to deal
with HIN1 influenza, with
special attention to Delhi,
amid reports of a rise in swine
flu cases in the national capi-
tal. Delhi Health Minister D
Pankaj Kumar Singh was also
present during the meeting,
where officials discussed the
current health situation and
measures needed to handle
seasonal influenza.
According to the Health
Ministry, Nadda reviewed na-
tional surveillance data and

the epidemiological situation
linked to influenza. Officials
also discussed trends in influ-
enza-like illness and severe
acute respiratory infections,
along with testing facilities
and laboratory surveillance.
Nadda stressed the impor-
tance of remaining alert and
maintaining strong monitor-
ing of influenza trends.

The meeting also focused
on the preparedness of health-
care facilities in Delhi. Offi-
cials reviewed the availability
of hospital beds, critical care
facilities and other essential
supplies required to manage
patients during a possible in-

crease in seasonal influenza
cases. The review came as
health concerns have grown
over reports of more HIN1
cases in the capital.

Delhi has been experienc-
ing humid and changing
weather conditions, with fluc-
tuations in temperature.
Health experts have said such
conditions can support the
spread of seasonal respiratory
infections. They have advised
people to stay alert to symp-
toms such as fever, cough,
sore throat, body aches, head-
ache, chills and fatigue, and
seek medical attention when
required.

19-Year-Old
NEET Aspirant
Dies by Suicide

MAHARASHTRA

A 19-year-old NEET-UG aspi-
rant, Suraj Subhash Shinde,
from Khandala village in Maha-
rashtra’s Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar district, died by suicide
after reportedly becoming dis-
tressed over scoring lower than
expected in the medical entrance
examination.Before his death,
he left a brief note apologising
to his parents and expressing a
hope of becoming a doctor in
another life. His death highlights
the intense academic and emo-
tional pressure faced by students
preparing for highly competitive
examinations such as NEET.

ED seizes cash, locker keys from MP Avinash Reddy

HYDERABAD,

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday seized unac-
counted cash of 324 lakh and
two locker keys during search-
es linked to YSRCP Lok
Sabha MP YS Avinash Reddy
in a money laundering case
connected with the 2019 mur-
der of former Andhra Pradesh
minister and MP Y S

Vivekananda Reddy.

The searches were conduct-
ed at seven premises in Hyder-
abad and Kadapa under the
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act. The ED also seized
documents and digital devices
that it described as incriminat-
ing. The agency said the
searches covered residential
premises linked to key accused
in the case.Vivekananda Red-

dy, a prominent political leader
and uncle of former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy, was found
murdered at his residence in
Kadapa on March 15, 2019.
Following an Andhra Pradesh
High Court order in March
2020, the Central Bureau of
Investigation was directed to
conduct further investigation
into the case.The CBI later

registered an FIR and filed
three chargesheets, naming
several people, including Avi-
nash Reddy, his father Y S
Bhaskar Reddy and other ac-
cused. According to the ED,
the CBI investigation alleged
that political disagreements
and concerns over Vivekanan-
da Reddy’s growing influence
were behind the alleged con-
spiracy.

Gujarat CM courts US firms for
investments abroad

NEW YORK

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel held separate
meetings with senior execu-
tives of Kyndryl, BlackRock
and Holtec International in
New York as part of the state’s
efforts to attract global invest-
ment ahead of the Vibrant Gu-
jarat Global Summit 2027.
Discussions focused on artifi-
cial intelligence, financial ser-
vices, digital infrastructure and
nuclear equipment manufac-
turing.

Patel met Xerxes Cooper,
Global Head of Delivery at
Kyndryl, and discussed oppor-
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tunities for cooperation in arti-
ficial intelligence, knowl-
edge-sharing, skill develop-
ment and mentorship pro-
grammes for startups and stu-
dents. Patel highlighted Guja-
rat’s growing focus on semi-
conductors, electronics, data
centres, digital infrastructure,
Al and advanced manufactur-
ing. He also invited Kyndryl to
participate in the upcoming
global investment summit.
The chief minister separate-
ly met Samara Cohen, Senior
Managing Director and Global
Head of Development at
BlackRock. Their discussions
covered asset management and

exchange-traded funds in India
and Gujarat. Patel highlighted
the potential of Gujarat Inter-
national Finance Tec-City, or
GIFT City, to become a major
global centre for financial ser-
vices. He invited BlackRock
to expand its operations in
GIFT City and participate in
the 2027 summit.

Patel also held talks with the
chief executive of Holtec In-
ternational, a company in-
volved in nuclear power
equipment and fuel storage
solutions. Holtec already oper-
ates a precision fabrication
facility in Gujarat and expand-
ed it in 2025.

Calcutta HC sets conditions for teachers’ Census duty

KOLKATA

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday laid down several con-
ditions or appointing teachers
from West Bengal’s state-run
schools for Census duty. Jus-
tice Krishna Rao directed au-
thorities to inform schools in
advance about their require-
ment for Census work and
ensure that regular teaching is
not affected.

The court said schools must
arrange alternative teachers
when their staff members are
assigned Census duties. How-
ever, once selected, teachers
will be required to report for
the assignment and perform

their Census responsibilities
as directed by the authorities.

Justice Rao also ordered
that teachers engaged in Cen-
sus work must be officially
treated as “on-duty” through-

out the period of their Cen-
sus-related assignment. The
court had earlier questioned
the practice of asking teachers
to handle teaching and Census
responsibilities at the same

time.The judge suggested that
teachers could be assigned
Census work on a rotational
basis and, where possible, on
alternate days. He also ques-
tioned the need for mass de-
ployment of teachers and ad-
vised the state government to
select teachers more carefully
for such assignments.

The case was brought by
teachers who challenged their
mass appointment for Census
duty. They told the court that
they were not opposed to per-
forming Census work but
wanted their participation to
be officially recognised as
duty by the state administra-
tion.

India expects
sodium-ion
battery growth

NEW DELHI

India could see major growth

in sodium-ion battery technol-
ogy as researchers have
reached Technology Readi-
ness Level 7 and above, Re-
newable Energy Secretary
Santosh Kumar Sarangi said
on Friday. He said the tech-
nology could move from pilot
projects to commercial pro-
duction within two to three
years, supporting India’s
growing need for energy stor-
age.

Sarangi said alternative bat-
tery technologies will become
increasingly important as re-
newable energy expands. He
also highlighted progress in
vanadium flow batteries, say-
ing domestic manufacturers
are developing supply capac-
ity. NTPC Green Energy has
placed an order for 100 mega-
watts, while rising demand
could eventually help reduce
costs.

The secretary said the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority esti-
mates India will need around
411 gigawatt-hours of energy
storage by 2031-32. He said
the country is on track to
achieve the target earlier. Cur-
rently, around 156 GWh of
battery energy storage proj-
ects are reportedly under pro-
cess or implementation
through tenders and placed
orders.

Sarangi also discussed bat-
tery recycling and domestic
solar manufacturing.

Jharkhand HC stays cancellation
of JSSC-CGL, CDPO exams

RANCHI

The Jharkhand High Court
has stayed the state govern-
ment’s decision to cancel the
JSSC-CGL and CDPO exam-
inations, providing temporary
relief to candidates whose ap-
pointments were affected by
the order. The court’s inter-
vention comes amid a wider
controversy over alleged ir-
regularities in several compet-
itive examinations conducted
in the state.

The state government had
ordered the cancellation of
several examinations follow-
ing an inquiry into alleged
irregularities in the recruit-
ment process. Candidates se-
lected through the JSSC-CGL
examination challenged the
decision before the High
Court, arguing that cancelling
the entire examination and
appointments was unfair to
those who had followed the
prescribed selection process.

A total of 1,932 candidates
were selected through the
JSSC-CGL examination.
Many had already received
appointments and were work-
ing in different government
departments. The candidates
argued that if wrongdoing had
occurred during the examina-
tion, responsibility should be
fixed against those involved
rather than penalising all suc-
cessful candidates.

The High Court’s order has
offered temporary relief to the
affected employees. The de-
velopment comes a day after
the court also stayed the gov-

ernment’s decision to cancel
appointments linked to the
JPSC 11th-13th Civil Services
and Food Safety Officers ex-
aminations. The court direct-
ed the concerned individuals
to continue working until fur-
ther orders and sought a re-
sponse from the state govern-
ment.

The controversy has trig-
gered protests by candidates
and employees affected by the
cancellations. Officers whose
JSSC-CGL appointments
were cancelled had been stag-
ing a sit-in since August 18,
demanding withdrawal of the
government order. On Thurs-
day, they held a protest out-
side Project Bhawan and later
organised a Tiranga Yatra
from Morhabadi to Albert
Ekka Chowk.

The wider dispute began
after the Jharkhand govern-
ment announced the cancella-
tion of 22 examinations con-
ducted by the TDPL agency.
The decision affected people
who had already cleared ex-
aminations, secured govern-
ment jobs and begun working.
Many protested after their
appointments were suddenly
put at risk.

The High Court has now
provided judicial relief while
the dispute continues.

The next hearing is sched-
uled for September 15, when
the court is expected to con-
sider the state government’s
response and further argu-
ments on the examination
cancellations and appoint-
ments.
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Veteran actress
Sowcar Janaki dies
aged 94

Chennai
Veteran actress and
Padma Shri awardee
Sowcar Janaki died in

Chennai on Friday at the
age of 94 after being
hospitalised following
health complications.
Her death was confirmed
by Nadigar Sangam
president Nassar. Janaki,
born Sankaramanchi
Janaki, began her film
career with the Telugu
film Shavukaru in 1950.
She worked across Ta-
mil, Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam cinema dur-
ing a career spanning
more than seven dec-
ades, appearing in over
400 films. Her death
prompted condolences
from colleagues and
fans across South Indian
cinema.

Four arrested
after Dehradun
clash, firing

Dehradun
Four people were ar-
rested after two groups
of youths allegedly
clashed and opened fire
in Patel Nagar on Thurs-
day, police said. One
person, identified as Sa-
hil, was injured and tak-
en to Mahant Indiresh
Hospital. Police said the
groups had an old dis-
pute and one group al-
legedly attacked the
other with sticks before
firing broke out at two
locations. An FIR was
registered against 11
people under relevant
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta sections. Police iden-
tified the arrested as
Sujal Pal, Aditya Malik,
Anshul and Aryan. Raids
are underway for others.

Maharashtra family
of 3diesin
hilltop fall

Sambhajinagar
Three members of a
family died after fall-
ing from Khavda Hill in
Maharashtra’s Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar
on Friday, police said.
A 19-year-old boy had
reportedly gone to the
hill after an argument
with his parents over a
mobile phone.
The boy allegedly
threatened to jump,
prompting his parents,
villagers and police to
try to persuade him to
move away from the
cliff edge. Rescue per-
sonnel also reached
the spot.

After nearly three
hours, the boy fell
from the hill. His fa-
ther, who tried to save
him, also fell, while his
mother fell moments
later. Police recovered
all three bodies and
sent them for further
formalities.

Udhayamdhl challenges CM
vuay torelease corruption files

Tamil Nadu Opposition Leader Udhayanidhi Stalin challenged Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay
to release alleged DMK-era corruption files, triggering a heated Assembly exchange on Friday

GO

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Leader of Oppo-
sition Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Friday challenged Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay to release
alleged corruption files linked
to the previous DMK govern-
ment and take action if there
was evidence of wrongdoing.
The remarks were made
during a heated debate in the
state Assembly over Vijay’s
earlier statement that he
would make the files public at
an “appropriate time.”
Udhayanidhi questioned
why the alleged findings had
not yet been released and crit-
icised Vijay’s approach to the
issue. He said the Assembly
should not be treated like a
film set while responding to
the chief minister’s remarks.
“Don't deliver punch dia-
logues like in cinema in the

.

assembly,” Udhayanidhi said.
He also urged Vijay to release
the documents immediately if
there was credible evidence of
corruption, asking why the
chief minister was delaying
their publication.

Vijay did not directly re-
spond to Udhayanidhi in the
House. However, the state’s
School Education Minister
defended the government,
saying Vijay remained com-
mitted to transparency and

would release the alleged cor-
ruption files at an appropriate
time.

The exchange triggered
heated arguments between
DMK and TVK legislators,
with members raising slogans
and briefly disrupting pro-
ceedings before the Assembly
resumed. The dispute fol-
lowed Vijay’s statement on
Wednesday that he possessed
files concerning alleged cor-
ruption in three government

““Don’t deliver punch dialogues like in
cinema in the assembly.”
“Udhayanidhi Stalin, LoP

departments and would reveal

them when the time was ap-
propriate.

The Assembly has recently
witnessed repeated clashes
between the ruling TVK and
opposition DMK over corrup-
tion allegations, government
finances and welfare schemes.
During an earlier budget dis-
cussion,

Finance Minister Wilson
criticised the previous gov-
ernment over rising debt,
while DMK leader Nehru de-
fended the borrowing, saying
funds were used for develop-
ment projects.

The Assembly also passed a
resolution seeking fairer tax
devolution from the Centre.

Congress seeks review of E20
policy, non-ethanol options

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday de-
manded an immediate review
of the Centre’s E20 petrol
policy and called for non-eth-
anol fuel options, alleging
that consumers were facing
higher food and transport
costs. Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
raised the issue in a post on
X, arguing that increased eth-
anol production was affecting
food prices while raising con-
cerns about vehicle mileage
and compatibility.

Ramesh alleged that sugar-
cane and foodgrains were be-
ing diverted towards ethanol
production, contributing to
higher prices of food prod-
ucts. Citing figures from a
news report, he said 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes of sugarcane
meant for sugar production

GO

“The people are paying the price for
both expensive food and expensive
travel.”
Jairam Ramesh, Congress leader

had been diverted to ethanol.

According to the figures
cited by Ramesh, sugar prices
increased from 48 to 67 per
kg, while jaggery prices rose
from %50 to %65 per kg over
three months. He also ques-
tioned why petrol prices had
not fallen despite lower inter-
national crude oil prices and
the increased use of ethanol
blending.

Ramesh said vehicles not
designed for 20% ethanol
blending could face concerns
related to mileage and com-
patibility. He also questioned
the availability of alternatives
for consumers and alleged
that the policy had benefited

ethanol producers while leav-
ing vehicle owners with addi-
tional costs.

“The people are paying the
price for both expensive food
and expensive travel,” Ra-
mesh said, criticising the gov-
ernment’s policy. He demand-
ed that consumers be allowed
access to non-ethanol petrol
and argued that fuel policy
should not increase costs for
households and vehicle own-
ers.Ramesh also said Con-
gress leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi had repeatedly
raised concerns over the im-
plementation of the E20 poli-
cy. The Congress has sought a
policy review and greater
choice for consumers amid
the continuing debate over
ethanol blending, fuel prices
and its wider economic im-
pact.

BCI chief rejects
resignation calls
amid lawyers’ protest

NEW DELHI

Bar Council of India Chairman
and Rajya Sabha MP Manan
Kumar Mishra on Friday reject-
ed demands for his resignation
following protests by lawyers,
saying he was elected to the
post and represented around 25
lakh lawyers across India.

“I have served as the Chair-
man of the Bar Council of India
for 12 to 14 years because I was
elected. Manan Mishra rep-
resents 25 lakh lawyers; he will
not step down simply,” Mishra
said.

The remarks came a day after
lawyers from several Delhi Bar
Associations protested outside
the BCI office. They raised con-
cerns over Mishra’s long tenure,
advocate welfare measures, the
proposed Advocate Protection
Act and an increase in State Bar
Council registration fees.

Supreme court holds
rare Lok Adalat to
reduce backlog

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day held a special Lok Adalat
bringing judges, lawyers and
senior advocates together to
settle long-pending disputes.
The exercise marked the first
time lawyers joined judges on
the bench during the process.
The initiative began as part of
a three-day effort to reduce
the court’s growing case
backlog.

Judges heard matters in-
volving banking, matrimonial
disputes, motor accident
claims, consumer compensa-
tion, labour issues, RERA
cases, cheque disputes, prop-
erty matters, taxation and ser-
vice-related cases. Litigants
appeared either physically or
through virtual proceedings.
Judges also checked whether
parties accepting settlements
had agreed freely and without
pressure before disposing of
cases.

The special hearing was
part of the Supreme Court’s
SAMADHAN Samaroh, with
proceedings scheduled to con-
tinue on Saturday and Sun-
day. Nearly 15 benches par-
ticipated after completing the
court’s regular business. Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
headed one bench with Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana.

Senior lawyers also assisted

Supreme Court holds
special Lok Adalat with
judges and lawyers to

settle long-pending
cases and reduce the
court’s growing backlog.

the bench during the proceed-
ings.

The court also took up sev-
eral old public interest litiga-
tions during the day. Matters
related to oxygen supplies
during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, vaccination for vulnerable
groups, employment schemes,
nurses’ service conditions and
migrant children were ad-
dressed.

Petitions challenging the
repealed farm laws and the
imposition of President’s Rule
in Jammu and Kashmir were
also dismissed as infructuous.

The special Lok Adalat fol-
lowed preparations that began
about four months ago, when
the Supreme Court invited
lawyers and litigants to seek
settlements. Most matters
heard on Friday were settled,
disposed of or withdrawn.
The court also identified tax
cases involving faceless as-
sessments for further hearing.
Settlements reached during
the three-day exercise will
have the force of judicial or-
ders,

providing parties a quicker
way to resolve their disputes.

Jajpur floods: man’s body stuck on
rooftop for 18 hours

JAJPUR

Flooding in Odisha’s Jajpur
district has highlighted the
severe humanitarian challeng-
es faced by residents in inun-
dated areas. In Chintasahi
under Bari panchayat, fami-
lies have remained surround-
ed by floodwaters for nearly
six days following the swell-
ing of the Brahmani and Kha-
rasrota rivers.The situation
became particularly distress-
ing after 61-year-old Hrushi-
kesh Mallik died on Wednes-

day afternoon. His family was
forced to keep his body on the
rooftop of their house for
nearly 18 hours because the
ground floor was submerged
under around four feet of wa-
ter. Relatives said they repeat-
edly sought administrative
assistance to transport the
body for the last rites but re-
ceived no immediate help.As
water levels receded, villagers
carried the body through
waist-deep water for about
one kilometre because the
road remained submerged.

Congress seeks 25-year
freeze on Lok Sabha seats

NEW DELHI

Senior Congtress leader P Chi-
dambaram said Friday that the
party wants the existing Lok
Sabha seat allocation to re-
main unchanged for another
25 years, keeping the total
strength at 543 and Tamil Na-
du’s share at 39 seats.

Chidambaram said resolu-
tions passed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly
and the Congress Working
Committee support the same
position. He also noted that
both the ruling TVK and op-
position DMK in Tamil Nadu
back the demand.

The statement came amid
concerns over the proposed
Delimitation Bill, 2026. Tam-
il Nadu Chief Minister Joseph
Vijay had earlier warned that
southern states could lose par-
liamentary representation if
constituencies are redistribut-
ed mainly according to popu-
lation.

Speaking at the Southern

Zonal Council meeting, Vijay
urged the Centre to ensure
that states which successfully
controlled population growth
are not penalised through re-
duced representation. He said
the issue had gained impor-
tance as the freeze based on
the 1971 Census approaches
its end.The Tamil Nadu As-
sembly has already passed a
resolution seeking to perma-
nently retain the Lok Sabha’s
strength at 543 seats. It also
called for 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women to be imple-
mented in the 2029 Lok
Sabha elections using the ex-
isting seat strength.

AIPUR SCHOOL INSPECTION CLASH

CANCER VACCINE SHOWS POSITIVE RESULTS

NEW DELHI

A personalised cancer vaccine
developed by Moderna with
Merck has shown encourag-
ing results in a large Phase-3
trial involving patients with
high-risk melanoma, a poten-
tially aggressive form of skin
cancer.

The INTerpath-001 trial in-
volved 1,137 patients whose
melanoma tumours had been
completely removed through
surgery. Participants received
either the personalised mRNA
vaccine, intismeran autogene,

Majorinsights
1,137 patients in Phase 3
trial.

Recurrence-free survival improved
with the vaccine + Keytruda.

Affordability and access
remain challenges in India.

Earlier Phase 2 data showed 49%
lower recurrence/death risk.

along with Merck’s Keytruda,
or Keytruda alone.

According to Moderna and
Merck, the combination met
the trial’s primary goal of im-
proving recurrence-free sur-
vival, helping patients remain
free from the cancer return-
ing. It also achieved a key
secondary goal by reducing
the risk of the disease spread-
ing to distant parts of the
body.Unlike preventive vac-
cines, the treatment is de-
signed for people who already
have cancer. Keytruda works
by helping the immune sys-
tem recognise and attack can-
cer cells, while the person-

alised mRNA treatment is
tailored to the individual pa-
tient’s tumour.The results
have generated significant
interest in personalised cancer
treatment. Moderna’s shares
rose sharply following the an-
nouncement of the late-stage
trial data, boosting the com-
pany’s market value. Indian
oncologist Dr Mandeep Singh
Malhotra described the devel-
opment as an important ad-
vance, while noting that af-
fordability and access could
remain major challenges for
patients in India.

CJP leader threatens Jaipur protest over school

JAIPUR

DMK rejects Government cars for all MLAs

CHENNAI

CJP leader Abhijeet Dipke has threatened to stage a protest at
a government school in Jaipur if those allegedly responsible for
attacking a party team are not arrested within 48 hours.

Dipke alleged that a team led by CJP activist Ashutosh Ran-
ka was attacked by BJP workers while attempting to highlight
the condition of a school where children were reportedly study-
ing in a buffalo shed. He demanded arrests and immediate re-
pair work at the school.“If within 48 hours, the goons aren't
arrested and repair work doesn't begin, I'll visit Jaipur and will
sit at the school until its repair begins,” Dipke said.

Rajasthan school lnspectwn sparks political clash

JAIPUR

A school inspection attempt
by the Cockroach Janta Par-
ty (CJP) in Rajasthan’s Jai-
pur district triggered a po-
litical controversy after
party members alleged, they
were attacked during the
visit. The incident took
place in Kanvarpura village
under the Bagru Assembly
constituency, where the CJP
delegation had gone to in-
spect a government school
The party alleged that the
school had been operating
from a buffalo shed for
years. Videos shared by CJP
showed a confrontation be-

tween its members and a
group of men near the vil-
lage. The party also alleged
that stones were thrown at
their vehicle, damaging its
rear windshield, while
around 40 members were

reportedly injured and taken
to a Jaipur hospital.

CJP co-convenor
Ashutosh Ranka alleged
that the attack was carried
out at the direction of Ra-
jasthan Education Minister

Madan Dilawar. He criti-
cised the government and
said the party would contin-
ue its campaign to improve
schools.

“BJP goons have once
again resorted to violence
against our team,” Ranka
said, alleging that the BJP
was opposed to efforts to
improve government
schools. He added, “The
school will be fixed, one
way or another

The allegations triggered
a political response from
the BJP and Rajasthan gov-
ernment. BJP MLA Gopal
Sharma mocked the CJP,
while Junior Home Minister

Jawahar Singh Bedham al-
leged that Congress sup-
porters were operating be-
hind the party’s banner.
Social Justice Minister Avi-
nash Gehlot described the
group as “a party of anar-
chic elements.”

Education Minister
Madan Dilawar urged polit-
ical groups not to turn
schools into “political are-
nas.” Meanwhile, Congress
leader Sachin Pilot criti-
cised restrictions on outsid-
ers visiting government
schools and accused the Ra-
jasthan government of try-
ing to conceal shortcomings
in the education system.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C Joseph Vijay’s decision to
provide government cars to
all MLAs has triggered a
political debate, with the op-
position DMK announcing
that its legislators will not
accept the vehicles.

Leader of Opposition Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin said on Fri-
day that all 59 DMK MLAs
had decided to reject the
cars and had informed As-
sembly Speaker J C D Pra-
bhakar about their decision.
He suggested that the gov-
ernment should provide ve-
hicles only to legislators
who genuinely need them,
after reviewing their finan-
cial status as declared in
election affidavits.

Vijay had announced on
August 19 that every MLA
would receive a government
car along with X1 lakh as an
allowance for fuel expenses
and hiring a personal assis-
tant. The Chief Minister
said the facilities would
help legislators serve their
constituencies more effec-
tively.

The announcement has
drawn criticism from oppo-
sition parties and activists,

particularly amid concerns
over Tamil Nadu’s financial
position and the govern-
ment’s earlier emphasis on
reducing borrowing. Public
Works Minister Aadhav Ar-
juna defended the scheme,
saying a car is a basic re-
quirement for an MLA to
travel and meet people.

The CPI said its MLA did
not require a government
vehicle, while the PMK sug-
gested that cars should be
given only to legislators
who do not already own
one. Congress and AIAD-
MK have not clearly stated
their positions

The dispute has added to
the political debate over
government spending and
benefits for elected repre-
sentatives, with parties di-
vided over whether the pro-
posed facilities are neces-
sary.
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VISAKHAPATNAM

India will host the BRICS Youth Ministers’
Meeting and Sports Ministers’ Meeting in
Visakhapatnam on August 22 and 23 re-
spectively, bringing together ministers and
delegation heads from all 11 member
countries.

Union Youth Affairs and Sports Minister
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya will chair the
meetings, with Minister of State Raksha
Khadse also participating. Senior officials
from the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports will attend the programmes, which
aim to strengthen cooperation among
BRICS nations.

The Youth Ministers’ Meeting on August
22 will focus on youth development and
empowerment. Discussions will cover ed-
ucation, skills, entrepreneurship, wellbeing
and sustainable development. Recommen-
dations from the BRICS Youth Council
Meeting and Youth Summit will also be
considered. The meeting is expected to
conclude with a joint declaration and a
youth cooperation framework.

The Sports Ministers’ Meeting on Au-
gust 23 will focus on strengthening coop-
eration in sports. Key areas include tradi-
tional and indigenous sports, sports tech-
nology and sports manufacturing. Repre-

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

The meetings
are being held
under India’s
BRICS Chairship
2026, guided
by the theme
of resilience,
innovation,
cooperation and
sustainability.

The programme will also
feature the BRICS Friendship
Cycling Event, country state-
ments, bilateral meetings and
cultural activities. The Sports
Ministers’ Meeting is expect-
ed to conclude with the adop-
tion of the BRICS Sports Join
t Declaration. The gatherings
will provide BRICS nations
an opportunity to exchange

-

AT A GLANCE

= Youth Ministers’
Meeting scheduled
for August 22

m Sports Ministers’
Meeting scheduled
for August 23

m Youth talks focus on

wellbeing

m Sports discussions
cover technology and
indigenous sports

skills, entrepreneurship,

sentatives from Brazil, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and the United

Arab Emirates will participate.

experiences, share best prac-
tices and build stronger insti-
tutional cooperation in youth
development and sports.

= All 11 BRICS mem-

= Joint declarations
expected from both
ministerial meetings

ber countries will
participate
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were present on the occasion.

Karnataka Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar on Friday congratulated K.S. S
para shot put event at the 2026 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland. At a ceremony held at his office in Vidhana
Soudha, Shivakumar presented Shilpa with a cheque for 220 lakh as a cash reward. Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G. Paramesh-
wara, MLA Ravi Shankar, Karnataka Olympic Association President, Legislative Council Member Govindaraju and others

hilpa for winning the bronze medal in the women’s

Mohammed Azhar
claims maiden
professional golf title

KOLAR

Hyderabad golfer Mohammed Azhar won his first
professional title at the Rs. 1 crore Kolar Open on
Friday. The 27-year-old carded a one-under 71 in the
final round to finish at nine-under 279, winning by
two shots. Azhar earned Rs. 15 lakh and moved from
17th to 10th in the 2026 DP World PGTI Order of
Merit. His season earnings have now reached Rs.
35,14,675. Chandigarh’s four-time tour winner Angad
Cheema and Delhi’s three-time winner Shaurya Bhat-
tacharya shared second place at seven-under 281.
Azhar’s steady performance throughout the tourna-
ment secured a memorable breakthrough victory.

Albon and Sainz back Williams
despite difficult season

ZANDVOORT

Alex Albon and Carlos Sainz have both
committed to Williams for 2027, despite
the team’s difficult Formula One season.

Their decisions reflect continued faith
in Team Principal James Vowles and his
plans to move the Grove-based team
higher up the grid. Williams enjoyed a
strong 2025 campaign, finishing fifth in
the Constructors’ Championship, but its
2026 car started the season late, over-
weight and lacking competitiveness.
Albon admitted the year has been frus-
trating, but said the team is now exam-
ining its problems more deeply and re-
sponding with greater urgency.

Albon believes the current struggles
are a temporary setback after years of
steady progress. He said the team’s
weaknesses were sometimes hidden by
stronger downforce in previous seasons,
while this year’s problems became more
obvious. He chose to stay because he
believes Williams can return to its ex-
pected potential.

Sainz, meanwhile, said leaving when
the team is facing its biggest challenge
would not fit his character. Although oth-
er teams had been linked with him, he
wanted to understand how Williams’
long-term plans had changed before
making his decision. He said several im-
portant new signings and changes in
working methods have strengthened his
confidence.

Both drivers believe the team must
turn its lessons from 2026 into im-
provements for next year. Sainz said the
current setback may have delayed Wil-
liams’ progress, but its medium and
long-term plans

Alonso takes his time
deciding Aston Martin future

Fernando Alonso has not de-
cided whether he will continue
racing for Aston Martin next sea-
son. The 45-year-old driver said
his future is not his main focus,
as he remains concentrated on
the current Formula 1 weekend.
Aston Martin has indicated that
the decision belongs to Alon-
so and expects clarity in the
coming weeks. Alonso said he
remains committed to the team,
whether as a driver or in another
role. However, he still wants to
race and hopes to pursue major
goals, including another Formula
1 title. He added that age is not
a concern, with motivation and
competitiveness being more
important to him.

still give him hope. He stressed that the
team must begin showing positive mo-
mentum in 2027.

Their continued commitment now
places greater pressure on Williams to
deliver on its promises.

England build
strong lead against
struggling Pakistan

LEEDS

England secured a commanding 238-run
first-innings lead over Pakistan after being dis-
missed for 409 early on the third day of the
opening Test at Headingley on Friday. England
resumed at 366 for eight and added another 43
runs before losing its final wickets, putting
Pakistan under significant pressure.

Jofra Archer led England’s late resistance,
scoring 23 runs from the lower order. He
struck two fours and a six but eventually ran
out of partners as Pakistan completed the in-
nings. England’s total gave the home side a
strong advantage heading into Pakistan’s sec-
ond innings.

Pakistan bowler Khurram Shahzad took the
final two English wickets. He dismissed wick-
etkeeper Jamie Smith, who scored 25, after
Smith mistimed a pull towards midwicket.
Shahzad then bowled Josh Tongue for eight to
end England’s innings. Despite taking three
wickets, Shahzad had an expensive outing, con-
ceding 133 runs. Pakistan now faces the diffi-
cult task of overcoming a large deficit and pre-
venting England from taking control of the Test.

England’s strong batting effort has placed
Pakistan under immediate pressure at Head-
ingley. The visitors must now produce a much
improved performance with the bat to reduce
the deficit and give themselves a chance of
staying competitive in the match. England,
meanwhile, will look to maintain its advantage
and push for a winning position.

The first Test remains finely poised in terms
of the overall result, but England’s substantial
lead has given the hosts a clear upper hand.
Pakistan’s response in the second innings will
determine whether the visitors can recover
from their difficult position.
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spin before Sri Lanka Test

FIA praises Atiga Mir as
future motorsport star

NEW DELHI

The Federation Internationale de I’ Automobile (FIA)
has praised 11-year-old Indian racer Atiqa Mir, saying
young talents like her are helping shape the future of
motorsport.

Atiqa, the first Indian supported by the F1 Academy,
has impressed in European karting events while com-
peting against older
drivers in the 12-14
age category.

The FIA high- |
lighted her recent
performances and
said her progress
showed the bright
future of motorsport.
With support from
the Western India
Automobile Associ-
ation, Atiqa has rep-
resented India at the
MENA Karting
Championship Nations Cup and is now competing in
international FIA Karting events.

Atiga made history in May by completing a clean
sweep in Round 2 of the Champions of the Future
Academy in Greece. Earlier this month, she became the
youngest Indian to achieve two top-10 finishes in a FIA
European Championship round in Sweden, further
strengthening her reputation on the international circuit.
Her biggest recent achievement came in Italy during
Round 3 of the Champions of the Future Academy.
Atiqa secured pole position and set an event record,
finishing ahead of several experienced competitors. She
also outqualified Mercedes junior driver Niccolo Peri-
co, attracting widespread attention to her performance.

Atiqa has set her sights on reaching Formula One,
where no woman has competed since 1992. The FIA
said her achievements demonstrate how greater access
to motorsport can help young drivers develop their abil-
ities. The governing body also emphasized its commit-
ment to creating stronger pathways for young talent.
For Indian motorsport, Atiqa’s rapid rise offers an en-
couraging glimpse of what the next generation could
achieve.

Chess underdogs
shine in action-
packed second round

ASIAN
JUNIORS

CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS

2026

— MUMBAI, INDIA —
MUMBAI

The second round of the Asian Ju-
nior Open and Girls Classical Chess
Championships produced several
surprises on Friday, with lower-rated
players defeating strong opponents.

The biggest upset came when
2113-rated Guru Prakash defeated re
cently crowned Asian Junior Rapid
champion FM Vivaan Vishal Shah,
rated 2339, in the Open section.

Manav Kumar also caused a ma-
jor surprise by beating higher-rated
FM Arun Kataria. Hardik Shah held
Turkmenistan’s FM Amanmuham-
met Hommadov to a draw, while
Mehul Sondhi shared the point with
FM Madhvendra Pratap Sharma.
The results added excitement as
players continued their fight for
leading positions. Top seeds, how-
ever, continued to show their
strength. IM Mayank Chakraborty
defeated Vivaan Sardana to maintain
his perfect record and move to two
points from two games. IM Artem
Pingin, IM Apoorv Kamble and IM
Aaditya Dhingra also won their
matches and stayed among the play-
ers with perfect scores. The Girls
section also witnessed unexpected
results. Sunetra Dey held higher-rat-
ed FM Prishita Gupta to a draw,
while Tripurambika V defeated
WCM Anushka Bapu Kutwal. Pra-
navasri S produced another notable
result by defeating Uzbekistan’s
WFM Begmuratova Sarvinoz.

Top seed WFM Pratitee Bordoloi
continued her winning form with
another victory, taking her score to
two points. Kazakhstan’s WFM
Mariya Kholyavko and Turkmeni-
stan’s WFM Shohradova Lala also
remained unbeaten with perfect
scores after winning their sec-
ond-round games.

Tillakaratne
returns as Sri Lank

COLOMBO tions. India’s spin bowling coach Sairaj
Bahutule said Gill was mainly adapting
_ India captain Shub-  to the local pitch rather than making

man Gill spent
extra time prac-
ticing against left-
arm spin during Fri-
day’s training session
before the second Test against
Sri Lanka.

Gill struggled against Prabath Jaya-
suriya in the opening Test at Galle, scor-
ing only 16 and 8 as India won by 165
runs.

Gill has now been dismissed 11 times
by left-arm spinners in 42 Tests, high-
lighting an area he wants to improve. At
the Sinhalese Sports Club nets, the
right-hander faced left-arm spinners
Manav Suthar, Ravindra Jadeja and lo-
cal bowlers for an extended period. His
focused practice came as India prepared
for another Test in spin-friendly condi-
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major changes to his technique. He ex-
plained that the captain was studying the
surface, judging its pace and choosing
suitable shots and defensive options.
Bahutule added that Gill generally relies
on his natural style while adjusting to
each innings.

Meanwhile, KL Rahul and Kuldeep
Yadav did not take part fully in training.
Rahul missed the session, while
Kuldeep attended without batting or
bowling. Bahutule said both players
were simply resting after the long first
Test and travel.

Off-spinner Saransh Jain bowled
briefly to Gill and Rishabh Pant, but his
presence does not mean Kuldeep will be
dropped. India will continue preparing
for the second Test, which starts on Au-
gust 23.

batting coach 4

COLOMBO

Former Sri Lanka captain
and 1996 World Cup winner
Hashan Tillakaratne has been
appointed batting coach of
the country’s senior men’s
national program, Sri Lanka
Cricket announced on Fri-
day.

The 59-year-old former
left-handed batter officially
began his new role on Au-
gust 20. His contract will
continue until December 31,

2027, with duties based at
Sri Lanka Cricket’s National
High Performance Center in
Colombo.

Tillakaratne played inter-
national cricket from 1989 to
2003, representing Sri Lanka
in 83 Tests and 200 ODIs.

He scored more than 8,200
runs across the two formats
and captained the Test side in
11 matches.

He previously worked as
Sri Lanka’s batting coach
and led the national women’s

team. He also coached Ban-
gladesh’s women’s side and
has experience with
senior and Under-19 teams.

One of his finest Test per-
formances came against In-
dia in 2001, when he scored
an unbeaten 136 in Colom-
bo.

Tillakaratne also served as
a national selector and re-
cently completed a coaching
stint in the United States,
bringing wide experience to
his new assignment.
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Hong Kong Activists
Convicted Over Slogan

Hong Kong'’s court convicted two democracy activists over
peaceful political advocacy, saying their slogan challenged
Communist Party rule under the city’s national security law

HONG KONG

Hong Kong’s High Court on
Friday convicted two promi-
nent pro-democracy activists
of inciting subversion, ruling
that their repeated use of the
political slogan “end one-par-
ty dictatorship” violated the
city’s China-imposed Nation-
al Security Law.

Lee Cheuk-yan, 69, and
Chow Hang-tung, 41, were
former leaders of the now-dis-
banded Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Democrat-
ic Movements of China, a
group that organised annual
vigils commemorating the
1989 Tiananmen Square crack-
down.

The three national security
judges said the defendants’
peaceful use of the phrase was
central to the offence. They
ruled that Lee and Chow in-
tended to undermine confi-
dence in China’s Communist
Party by creating hostility and
division.

The activists, who have been
detained since 2021, pleaded

not guilty. They could face up
to 10 years in prison under the
National Security Law.

The judges rejected argu-
ments from the defence that
the pair genuinely believed
their political activities were
protected by Hong Kong’s pre-
vious freedoms of expression.
The court said their continued
support for the Alliance’s polit-
ical resistance amounted to a
breach of the law, even without
violence or threats.

The ruling underscores the
sweeping impact of the securi-
ty legislation introduced in
2020 following months of
sometimes violent pro-democ-
racy protests in Hong Kong in
2019.

Public Tiananmen commem-
orations, once permitted in
Hong Kong and regarded as a

ACTIVISTS WERE

OFFENDED AFTER
CONVICTION

« Lee Cheuk-yan and Chow
Hang-tung convicted of
inciting subversion.

« Their repeated use of “end
one-party dictatorship” was
central to the ruling.

+ Both activists have been
detained since 2021.

- They could face up to 10
years in prison.

« Tiananmen vigils were
effectively outlawed after the
2020 security law.

symbol of the city’s relative
political freedoms, were effec-
tively outlawed after the law
took effect.

Foreign diplomats, including
representatives from the Euro-
pean Union and the United
States, attended Friday’s pro-
ceedings. Another former Alli-
ance chairman, Albert Ho, 74,
pleaded guilty to the same
charge.

Khan Returned To Prison,
PTI Alleges Court Breach

LAHORE

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan was briefly taken to
hospital early Friday, declared
medically fit and returned to
prison within hours, trigger-
ing accusations from his Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
that authorities had violated a
Supreme Court directive.

Khan was examined at the
state-run Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences in Islam-
abad rather than the private
Shifa International Hospital
specified by the court, accord-
ing to Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar. He said the
change was necessary be-
cause of a security situation
allegedly created by PTI
workers along the planned
route.

PTI rejected that explana-
tion and said Khan was also
denied access to his personal
physician, which the party
said was required under the
court’s order. It announced
plans to file a contempt peti-
tion, arguing that the directive
required Khan to remain un-
der medical supervision until
at least mid-September.

Khan’s sister, Uzma Khan,
who attended his examina-
tion, said the former premier
had complained of being re-
peatedly tortured in prison.
She said he appeared stable

Imran Khan'’s brief
hospital stay and
return to prison have
triggered accusations
that authorities
breached a Supreme
Court directive

and medically fit but had a
patch over one eye.

There was no immediate
response from Pakistan’s inte-
rior or law ministries, or from
jail authorities, requests for
comment on the torture alle-
gations.

PTI supporters have reacted
angrily to Khan’s return to
prison. The party warned that
the episode could fuel public
outrage and increase tensions,
potentially leading to renewed
street protests.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi, a PTI
leader, described the develop-
ments as contempt of the
judges and the Supreme
Court. Khan has remained im-
prisoned since August 2023.

Nigerian Parents Demand
Return of Abducted Children

MAIDUGURI

Parents of children abducted
from northeastern Nigeria’s
Borno state protested, de-
manding government action
to secure the release of their
children, nearly 100 days af-
ter they were taken from their
classrooms.

The children were seized on
May 15 from a school in
Mussa, a community located
on the fringes of the Sambisa
Forest, a longstanding strong-
hold of Islamist militants.

The protest in Uba town
highlighted growing frustra-
tion among families as kid-
nappings continue despite
years of military operations
against Boko Haram and its
Islamic State West Africa
Province offshoot, ISWAP.

Although the insurgency
has weakened from its peak,
both groups continue to carry
out attacks against civilians,
schools and security forces in
Borno and neighbouring
states.

Families said they remain

unaware of where the children
are being held or what condi-
tions they are facing. Chinda
Buba, whose child was ab-
ducted, said parents had re-
ceived no clear information
about their children’s safety.

Peace Nicolos, whose two
young children are among the
missing, said families were
living with constant anxiety
and struggling to cope.

The abduction was fol-
lowed by another attack in
nearby Lassa on June 29,
when 36 students and a teach-
er were also taken captive.
Around 45 children from
Mussa are still believed to be
unaccounted for, according to
a representative of the com-
munity’s traditional ruler.

A police spokesperson said
the military was “on top of
the situation” but declined to
provide further details. A mil-
itary spokesperson did not
respond to requests for com-
ment. The parents are now
urging authorities to intensify
efforts to locate and rescue
the children.

Prince Harry to learn how
much failed Daily Mail
lawsuit will cost

LONDON

Days after it was revealed he
will return to Britain, Prince
Harry will learn on Friday
how many millions of pounds
he might have to pay towards
the legal costs of the Daily
Mail publisher after losing a
high-profile privacy lawsuit.
Last month, judge Matthew
Nicklin at London's High
Court comprehensively reject-
ed the case brought by King
Charles' younger son along-
side singer Elton John and
five other British figures, re-
jecting allegations that the
Mail titles had engaged in
widespread unlawful activi-

Trump Seeks Kim Meeting
Amid Pyongyang Caution

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald Trump says he
wants to meet North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un later this year, but
Pyongyang has signalled that any re-
newed engagement will come with
strict conditions.

Trump has moved to revive diplo-

macy with North Korea after abruptly

scaling back joint U.S.-
South Korean military
exercises, describing
them as hostile toward
Pyongyang. He later |
said he expected to meet
Kim, potentially during
a visit to the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation summit in
Shenzhen.

A person briefed on discussions be-
tween U.S. and South Korean offi-
cials said Trump is eager to restart
talks and secure a diplomatic achieve-
ment on the international stage. South
Korea has privately shown some sup-
port for the approach, although offi-
cials remain concerned about reduc-
ing military exercises with Washing-

ties, such as phone hacking. ton.

The United States says it remains
open to dialogue without precondi-
tions. A State Department spokesper-
son said Trump and Kim would meet
again at the appropriate time.

North Korea, however, has offered
a cautious response. While praising
the leaders' “excellent personal rela-
tionship”, Pyongyang appears unwill-
ing to let personal ties determine
broader diplomatic or secu-
rity decisions.

Analyst Lim Eul-chul of
Kyungnam University's In-
stitute for Far Eastern Stud-
¢ ies said North Korea con-
siders national security in-
terests and military capa-
bilities separate from the personal
relationship between Trump and Kim.

Trump's outreach also comes as
North Korea supports Russia's war in
Ukraine with troops, equipment and
missiles, while the U.S. remains en-
gaged in the nearly six-month war
involving Iran.

The contrasting positions suggest
that a Trump-Kim meeting remains
possible, but meaningful negotiations
could prove difficult.
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China, Indonesia agree
to boost military ties
JAKARTA

China and Indonesia agreed on Friday to
boost military ties and work closely on
minerals, energy and technology, as Jakar-
ta seeks to balance ties with both Beijing
and Washington amid economic and geo-
political tensions, including in the South
China Sea. Both countries should "seize the
moment," China's Foreign Minister Wang
Yi said in remarks made at the start of his
visit to Jakarta. He was travelling with De-
fence Minister Dong Jun to meet their In-
donesian counterparts.

"The current international situation is
intertwined and complex. Unilateralism and
hegemonic acts bring serious impact on
global cooperation and stability," he said.
"China actively aims to build China-Indo-
nesia cooperation at a high level," Wang
added. The two countries pledged to coop-
erate across multiple areas from artificial
intelligence, defence and rail transport to
green energy, satellites and fisheries.

Document Lost

This is to inform to General public that my client
Sri,Yaseenpasha s/o Abdulkhuddus , Residing at 2nd Block,
Sundarapalya, village, KGF Taluk, Kolar District, I am the
Owner of the Below said Property,while Discharge Deed
for taken Digital copy have lost following Documents of
property pertating to below Mentioned property Situated
at 2nd Block, Sundarapalya, village, KGF Taluk, Kolar District,
had published the factum of lost of his Original Regd sale
Deed, Dated;-19-07-2010, Regd Sale Deed , Executed by
Sri, Sheik Mahaboob sab s/o Shek abbas Sab, in favour of
Smt, tholisamma w/o Venkataravanappa, In regd as Book
No.1,Volume No.BPT-1-02152/2010-11, IN CDNO.BPTD 84,
in regd before of the SRO Bangarapete, in Respect of Property
Bearing Bangarapete Taluk, sundarapalya Village, V.P.Katha
n0.598/5, in measuring 30 x 28 Feets police complaint have
been filed with regards to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report no.2378193/2026,
DATED;-20-08-2026, and complaint dated;-20-08-2026, by
respective person,if anybody finds these Document please
inform within 7 Days in Below mentioned Address.
Place;-Chinthamani,
Date;-20-08-2026

K.S.HARISH KUMAR

ADVOCATE

Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANIM;-9980110692

CHANGE OF NAME | _ NAME CHANGE

I, BANGALORE
CHANDRASHEKHARA
JAYARAIJA S/o
CHANDRASHEKHARA R/o
No.8, 1st Floor, 7th Cross,
FTI Colony, HBCS Nandini
Layout, Bangalore North,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560096, have changed the
name of my minor son
NAVANIT J aged 9 years and
he shall hereafter be known
as NAVANIT J NAIDU

|, MUNEER AHMED, S/o.
Sardar, resident of No. 347,
5th Cross, Vinobha Nagar,

K.G. Halli, Bangalore-560045,
have changed my name
to S. MUNEER AHMED,
Vide Affidavit Dated:
19.08.2026 before notary
CHANDRASHEKAR. M.,
Bengaluru.

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

(&%) CLASSIFIEDS

IN THE COURT OF MOTOR
ACCIDENTS CLAIMS TRIBUNAL,
COURT OF SMALL CAUSES -

AT CHENNAI

M.C.O.P. No. 1120 of 2026

Mrs. Hemalatha.D (F/ 31)
W/o. Vinoth Kumar

...Petitioner
-Versus-
1) Banerji D,
And 2 others
... Respondents
To,
R1) Banerji D,

S/o Dori Swamy,

No. 513, Sangeetha Nilayam, 2nd
cross street,

Erapalli LYT Banaswadi
Road,

Bangalore 560033.

Main

Sir/ Madam,
Take notice that a claim has been
filed in the above M.C.O.P. No.
1120 of 2026 before the Hon’ble
Motor Accidents Claims Tribunal,
Court of Small Causes - IV, at
Chennai and the case is posted on
09.09.2026 for your appearance
before the Hon’ble Court. On your
account of failure to appear on the
said dates, further orders will be
passed in your absence.

M. Mugesh,

Advocate
Address: No. 13, Jains Aashiana,

G-1, 1st Phase, Vembuliamman

Koil Street, K.K. Nagar, Chennai —
600 078 Mobile: +91 75501 51461
Email: mugesh1461@gmail.com.

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL
JUDGE & JMFC AT HOSKOTE
C. MISC. No0.133/2025

BETWEEN: 1. Smt.MUNEMMA W/o
Late Patel Chikkappaiah, Aged about 75
years 2. Sri. CHIKKAVEERAPPA S/o Late
Patel Chikkappaiah Aged about 43 years
Both are residing Marasandahalli Village,
Nandagudi Hobli, Hoskote taluk Bengaluru
Rural District PETITIONERS
AND: THE TAHASILDAR, Hoskote Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District

...RESPONDENT

PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC

Whereas, the petitioners named above
have filed the above Petition for seeking
a direction to the Tahasildar Hosakote
to register the death of the Father-in-
Law of Petitioner No.1 and Grandfather
of Petitioner No.2 i.e., the deceased
MUNEPPA @ HOTTEPPA S/O MUNEPPA
who died on 03-04-1970, at Marasandahalli
Village, Nandagudi Hobli, Hoskote taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District. On the above
petition is posted on 23.09.2026 at 11.00
A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the court on the above
said date and time in personally/ their
Advocates and file their objections filing
which the matter will be disposed of ex-
parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the
Hon'ble Court on the 17th day of AUGUST
2025, at Hoskote.

By order of the Court.
Sheristedar, Civil Judge & J.M.F.C,
Hoskote.

Advocate For Petitioner: Srinivasappa,
Advocate, SLV Complex, KR Road, Hoskote
Town, Bengaluru Rural District

Mob: 8971808422
Hoskote, Date: 17.08.2026
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Ramachandra 1) Sri. AR IS 2T 1.8.13,01,514/- eskcplolon
pura, Bangalore Sivalingam All that piece and parcel of the |2.8.28,58,554/— ToOT
2) Smt. Ponmari | Eastern Portion of Property | 4.5.14,40,668/- 930692590
bearing New Municipal No.23, PID QUTT.

No. 25-5-23, previously Portion of
property No.23 & 23/2, Situated
at 2nd Main Road, Kalappa Block,

Bangalore Mahanagara

Palike

Old Division No 12, now New
Ward No.25, Ramachandrapura,

Bangalore, measuring East

to

West: 25-0 feet and North to
South: 21-0 feet, excluding 3X25

feet common passage,

and

bounded on:- East by: Previously
portion of property No.20 Now
5-0 feet common Passage, West
by: Portion of the same property
already Sold and then conservancy,
North by: Previously portion of
property No.23 And No.23/2 now
private Property, South by: 3X25
common Passage and then private

property.
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Kajal wins second straight
U20 World Wrestling gold

SLOVAKIA

India’s Kajal Dhochak won
her second straight U20
World Wrestling Champion-
ship gold medal, defeating
China’s Jingru Sun 7-0 in the
76kg final in Slovakia.

The 18-year-old produced a
dominant performance
throughout the tournament
and became only the second
Indian wrestler to win two
U20 world titles.

Kajal, who moved up from
72kg this year, did not con-
cede a single point during her
campaign. She opened with a
victory over Japan’s Miyu
Takayama, then defeated Tur-
kiye’s Elmira Yasin 14-0 and
USA’s Piper Fowler 6-0. Her
latest triumph adds to titles
won at the 2024 U17 Worlds
and 2025 U20 Worlds.

In the final, Kajal quickly

SATURDAY » AUGUST 22, 2026

Kajal dominated
after moving
up to 72kg,
conceding no
points, and
added another
title to her 2024
U17 and 2025
U20 World
championships
took control with a stepout
and a double-leg takedown,
leading 3-0 at the break. She
added another point after Sun

was cautioned before pushing
her opponent out and scoring

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

o

another takedown. The 7-0
score remained unchanged as
Kajal completed a fifth con-
secutive gold-winning perfor-
mance in 2026.

India also earned two silver
medals on the same day. Tanu
Sharma lost 3-5 to Japan’s
Chisato Yoshida in the 72kg

final, while Savita finished
runner-up in the 62kg catego-
ry after losing 2-12 to Japan’s
Sakura Onishi. More Indian
wrestlers will compete in the
remaining women’s and
men’s freestyle events, with
the team hoping to add more
medals.
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faces for India Test

NEW DELHI

Sri Lanka have added
all-rounder Sahan Arach-
chige and batter Kamil
Mishara to their 14-member
squad for the second and
final Test against India in
Colombo from August 23.

The changes come after
injuries and poor form af-
fected the team following
India’s convincing 165-run
victory in the opening
match at Galle.

Dinesh Chandimal has
been ruled out after suffer-
ing an injury in Galle,
while concussion replace-
ment Pasindu Sooriyaban-
dara has also been left out
after making a golden duck.
Nishan Madushka, Ramesh
Mendis and Dilshan Madu-
shka were also not selected.
Arachchige earned his
chance after impressing for
Sri Lanka A against India
A, scoring 209 runs across

Fils storms into Cincinnati
Semifinal with dominant win

two unofficial Tests.

Arachchige made 127 in
the second game after scor-
ing 72 in the opener, show-
ing strong form with the
bat. Mishara has also been
in excellent touch, scoring
411 runs in nine innings
during the Lanka Premier
League. He recently struck
a quick 145 from 72 balls
in the Major Clubs T20
competition, further
strengthening his case for
selection.

Sri Lanka will hope the
new additions can provide
greater stability against a
confident Indian side. India
dominated the first Test
with bat and ball, with De-
vdutt Padikkal scoring 167
and Manav Suthar claiming
10 wickets. Sri Lanka now
face a difficult task in Co-
lombo, where they must
improve quickly to level
the two-match series and
avoid another defeat.

CINCINNATI

Treesa Gayatri
upset Chinese pair
to secure medal

NEW DELHI

India’s Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand created a major up-
set at the BWF World Champi-
onships by defeating fourth-
ranked Chinese pair Ji Yifan
and Zhang Shuxian.

The Indian duo fought back
from losing the opening game
to win 16-21, 21-15, 21-13 and
reach the semifinals, guarantee-
ing India a medal in women’s
doubles. The victory makes
Treesa and Gayatri
only the second In-
dian women’s
dou bles pair
to win a

World Cha : . —

mpionships TR IVl ENET ning it 21-15
medal. Jwa- to win a World and forcing a
la dglﬁtt? Championships medal, f‘}.em?er- The
irilPonfla\;)V};;l following Jwala Gutta  [twes gegigig
previously and Ashwini kly after the

achieved the
feat with bron
ze in 2011. The
result also adds an-
other important moment to
India’s growing badminton suc-
cess on the world stage.

The Indians struggled early,
falling behind 2-6 and eventual-
ly losing the first game. Their re
sponse was impressive, as they
matched the Chinese pair in
long rallies and improved their
attacking play. Cross-court
shots and strong defence helped
Treesa and Gayatri take control
of the second game before win-

Treesa
and Gayatri
became only the
second Indian

Ponnappa’s 2011
bronze

score reached
4-4. Treesa pro-
duced a powerful
smash, helping India

win seven straight points and
build a 9-4 advantage. The pair
stayed composed despite a brief
Chinese fightback and moved
close to victory at 18-9. Several
errors from their opponents
then handed India the crucial
points. Later, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
will seek another medal against
Chinese third seeds Liang
Weikeng and Wang Chang in

the men’s doubles quarterfinals.
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French tennis player Arthur Fils reached his third
ATP Masters 1000 semifinal of the 2026 season
after defeating Argentina’s Thiago Agustin Tirante

6-3, 6-2 at the Cincinnati Open.

The 22-year-old completed the match in 64 min-
utes, controlling the contest with powerful fore-
hands and strong serving. He did not face a single
break point and broke Tirante’s serve three times.

Fils has enjoyed a strong season after returning

from an eight-month injury absence in February.

He has recorded 30 tour-level wins from 40

matches, including a title in Barcelona and
semifinal appearances in Miami and Madrid.

est victory also made him the

/=) first Frenchman since Guy

’:S . Forget in 1991 to reach three

~ . Masters 1000 semifinals in

one season.

Fils will next meet Italy’s

Flavio Cobolli, who defeated

American Tommy Paul 2-6, 6-3,
6-4. Cobolli reached his first Masters
1000 semifinal and is set to achieve a ca-
reer-best ranking. Both players will now fight for
a place in their first Masters 1000 final.

His lat-

.&.

Elena Rybakina’s Cincinnati
Open campaign ended painfully
after she retired from her quarter-
final against Iga Swiatek because
of a left ankle injury.

Swiatek was leading 4-1 when
Rybakina struggled to move after
attempting a volley. She soon
found it difficult to push off
while serving. After a medical
check, the Kazakh player decided
to stop the match.

Rybakina said walking was
painful and that she would under-
go an MRI to understand the in-
jury. She explained that the ankle
had bothered her for some time
but had been under control until
the latest incident.

The defeat also ended Rybaki-
na’s chance to challenge Aryna
Sabalenka for the world No. 1
ranking. Sabalenka had already
lost in the fourth round, but Ry-
bakina needed to reach the Cin-
cinnati final to take the top spot.

Sabalenka will now remain No. 1
heading into the US Open.
Swiatek advanced to the semi-
finals, where she will face Jessica
Pegula. The Polish star is also
aiming to defend her Cincinnati
title, hoping to join an elite list of
successful champions.

Bangladesh await fitness
updates before Mackay Test

MACKAY

Bangladesh are waiting for fitness clearance
on opening batter Tanzid Hasan Tamim and

Hussey weighs England Test
batting coach role offer

veteran wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim be-

fore the second Test against Australia. Captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto remains hopeful that
both players will be available, but said the fi-
nal decision will come after further medical

checks before the match.

Tanzid scored a fine century in the first
Test in Darwin but missed Thursday’s bat-
ting practice because of neck stiffness. He
underwent a scan and returned to bat on Fri-
day, giving Bangladesh a positive sign.

Former Australia batter Michael
Hussey is considering becoming
England’s Test batting coach
after an informal approach
from new head coach Ste-
phen Fleming. Hussey and

Mushfiqur suffered a finger injury during
training, although Shanto said he was re- o
covering well. The captain added that

the team has several options if either |

player cannot take the field.

Left-arm seamer Shoriful Islam is “

also fit and ready after recovering
from his issue. Bangladesh must de-
cide whether to include him at the

expense of spinner Taijul Islam. > 4
Shanto said wind at Mackay could j
provide extra swing for fast bowlers.
He added that the squad has five |
seamers and two experienced spin-
ners, giving the team plenty of flexi-
bility. The final combination will de-
pend on the pitch conditions.
Bangladesh entered the match with
confidence after securing their first Test
victory in Australia in Darwin. Hasan
Mahmud and Mehidy Hasan Miraz im-
pressed with the ball, while Tanzid made
a valuable century. However, Shanto said
that result is now behind them. He
stressed that Bangladesh must remain fo-
cused and produce another strong perfor-
mance over five days to challenge Aus-

tralia again.

Fleming worked together for
years at Chennai Super

Kings, building a strong
professional rela-
tionship. Hussey
said he would not
immediately re-
ject the opportu-
nity but admit-
ted coaching
England against
Australia in an
Ashes series
would feel
unusual. Fami-
ly commitments
and time away from
home remain im-
portant factors in his
decision. Hussey, who
previously worked
with England’s 2022
T20 World Cup team,
also praised Fleming’s
cricket knowledge
and leadership style,
backing him to guide
England successfully.

Spain plans long
contract extension
for De La Fuente

NEW DELHI

Spain are preparing to extend
coach Luis de la Fuente’s con-
tract until around 2030 after he
guided La Roja to their second
FIFA World Cup title.

Spain defeated Lionel Messi’s
Argentina 1-0 in the final at
New York, completing a re-
markable run under the 65-year-
old manager. The Royal Span-
ish Football Federation is
pleased with De la Fuente’s
leadership and wants to secure
his services beyond his current
agreement, which runs until
2028. The proposed extension
would take him through the next
World Cup, which Spain will
co-host with Portugal and Mo-
rocco. Federation president Ra-
fael Louzan confirmed that dis-
cussions are already underway.

Louzan praised De la Fuente’s
calm approach, hard work, lead-
ership, saying the coach deser
ves to remain with the national
team. Since taking charge, Dela
Fuente has helped Spain win the
2024 European Cha mpionship
and the 2026 World Cup.

Rybakina injury ends Cincinnati
run as Swiatek advances

CINCINNATI

Liam Scott determined
to break back /=

into Australia

ADELAIDE

Australian all-rounder Liam
Scott is determined to earn an-
other chance with the national
team after making his interna-
tional debut during the white-
ball tour of Bangladesh earlier
this year.

The 24-year-old believes he
can represent Australia in all
three formats and is working to
improve while waiting for an-
other opportunity. Scott made
his ODI debut in Dhaka and
took two wickets, giving his
growing career a major boost.

His domestic form earned
him the national call-up. He
was named Sheffield Shield
Player of the Year after scoring
496 runs and taking 23 wickets
in the 2025-26 season. Scott
also made 310 runs for Ade-
laide Strikers in the Big Bash
League.

After Bangladesh, he joined
Gloucestershire for a short
county stint, gaining useful ex-

perience 4{
in differ- =
ent conditions and continuing
to develop as a batter and me-
dium-pace bowler.

Scott has made technical
changes to become more ef-
fective against spin and im-
prove his power-hitting. He
said bowling adjustments
have also helped him gain ex-
tra pace. Experience in differ-
ent conditions, he added, has
taught him to adapt quickly
when opportunities arrive.
Rather than worrying about
selection, Scott wants to focus
on consistent improvement
and remain ready for whatever
challenge comes next. Austra-
lia’s busy year could create
openings as senior players
age, but Scott knows strong
performances will matter. He
aims to help South Australia
win again.

Antonelli accepts grid

The Mercedes
driver plans to use an
additional power unit
after reaching the
limit of his allocated
components. His
teammate George
Russell is also near-
ing the same limit.

Antonelli is al-
ready using his fourth and final
power unit allocation after taking
it at Spa-Francorchamps, the sec-
ond-last race before the summer
break. Under Formula 1 rules,
drivers receive a limited number
of power unit components each
season. Using more than the per-
mitted number results in grid pen-
alties, making Antonelli’s deci-

Formula 1 championship leader
Kimi Antonelli has confirmed that
he will take a grid
penalty at his home
Italian Grand Prix in
Monza on September

penalty for home Monza race

NEW DELHI sion an important part of his
championship strategy.
The Italian driver said Monza is

one of the best places to accept

the penalty because
overtaking is rela-
tively easier there.
Although the race is
his home event, An-
tonelli is putting his
title challenge ahead
of personal consider-
ations. He believes
starting lower on the
grid at Monza could
still allow him to re-
cover positions and
score valuable points.

The Formula 1 sea-

son returns with the Dutch Grand
Prix at Zandvoort after the sum-
mer break. The historic circuit
first hosted the championship in
1952 and returned to the calendar
in 2021 after a long absence. With
Antonelli leading the title race,
his planned Monza penalty adds
another strategic challenge to an
already intense season.
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