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Cyberattack hits SBI

3,897 CUSTOMER RECORDS STOLEN AND PUT ON DARK WEB

The compromised data includes customers’ names, date of birth,

MUMBAI

The State Bank of India (SBI),
India's largest bank, on
Wednesday reported that a cy-
berattack by hackers breached
the organisation's data, result-
ing in the disclosure of 3,897
customer records containing
personally identifiable informa-
tion on the dark web on the
dark web.

In its disclosure to Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), the SBI stated, "On 16
October 2026, the Bank re-
ceived communications from
its Threat Intelligence Service
Provider, the Defence Cyber
Agency, and CERT-In regard-
ing an alert concerning the sus-
pected exposure of the Bank’s
customer data on the dark
web."

SBI said a preliminary anal-
ysis showed that the exposed
information included customer
names, mobile numbers, dates
of birth, email addresses, resi-
dential addresses, brand and
customer identifiers, along with
loan records.

SBI said it promptly activat-
ed its cyber incident response
and containment protocols.

"Additionally, an indepen-
dent CERT-In-empanelled cy-
bersecurity agency was engaged
to conduct a comprehensive as-

" Y The bank’s core business
functions continue to
operate normally without

disruptions. A detailed
assessment is currently underway
and appropriate remedial and
preventive measures are being
implemented as required.

State Bank of India

address, registered mobile number and loan-related details.

Incident timeline & response

October16,2026: SBI received alerts
regarding the suspected dark web ex-
posure fromits Threat Intelligence Ser-
vice Provider, the Defence Cyber Agen-
cy, and the Indian Computer Emergen-
cy Response Team (CERT-In).

October 21,2026: SBI officially dis-
closed the incident via a regulatory fil-
ing with stock exchanges.

Mitigation: The bank activated its inci-
dent response protocol and engaged an
independent, CERT-In-empanelled cyber-
security agency to investigate the source,
authenticity, and extent of the leak.

sessment and investigate the na-
ture and extent of the alleged
compromise," the bank said.

SBI says core banking
not affected
According to SBI, the leak is not
expected to have any material
impact on the bank's core busi-
ness operations, financial perfor-
mance or business continuity.

"The Bank’s core business
functions continue to operate
normally without disruptions. A
detailed assessment is currently
underway and appropriate re-
medial and preventive mea-
sures are being implemented as
required," it said. “The bank
promptly activated its cyber in-
cident response and contain-
ment protocols,” it stated.

The incident comes amid

Impact; SBI stated that core banking
operations, financial performance, and
business continuity remain unaffected.

What data has been exposed?

Personal information: Names, gen-
der, dates of birth, registered mobile
numbers, email addresses, and resi-
dential addresses.

Banking identifiers: Branch codes,
Customer Information File (CIF) iden-
tifiers, lead IDs, and metadata tied to
loan and lead records.

heightened regulatory focus,
with India's banking regulator
pushing lenders to strengthen
cybersecurity frameworks in
recent years amid a rise in
threats targeting financial insti-
tutions.

In July, Bank of Baroda ac-
knowledged a data leak that
exposed 1TB of customer data.

Modi misleading public on
women’s quota: Kharge

KALABURAGI

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Wednesday accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of misleading people over the
rollout of women’s reservation,
arguing that the government
could implement the 33% quo-
ta without waiting for de-
limitation.

He questioned why the
government could not re-
serve one-third of the exist-
ing seats for women under the
current strength of the House.
“You could implement the one-
third reservation for women
right now. Given the House's
current strength and the current
delimitation, you could simply
allocate one-third of those seats.
What is stopping you?"

He also alleged that the gov-
ernment was politicising the
issue to discredit the opposi-
tion, stressing that the Con-
gress had previously backed
the legislation and had made
efforts to ensure its passage.

"This is purely a ploy to de-
fame others, to malign the oppo-
sition. If we opposed it, why
would we try to pass the
law earlier? This is just an-
other one of PM Modi’s
=’ tactics; he wants to push

this agenda forward while de-
ceiving the public with lies.”

Passed in September 2023,
the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam amended the Constitution
to reserve 33% of seats in the
Lok Sabha, state legislative as-
semblies, and the Delhi assem-
bly for women.

SEM orders release of CJP’s Das, Ranka

New Delhi: A special executive magistrate (SEM) on Wednesday
ordered the release of CJP leaders Saurav Das and Ashutosh Ran-
ka after the expiry of judicial custody in connection with the Oc-
tober 14 protest at Jantar Mantar. The two were produced before
the SEM, where their sureties were also submitted during the pro-
ceedings. Das and Ranka were initially remanded to five days of
judicial custody on October 14 after being detained for allegedly
entering the denotified protest site of Jantar Mantar and violating
peace bonds. Their custody was extended by two days on October
19 and was due to expire on Wednesday. Earlier in the day, the
Delhi High Court refused to interfere with their judicial custody.

‘RSS should seek
police nod for
Vijayadashami
route marches’

BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Priyank
Kharge has asked the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to
obtain formal police permission
for its Vijayadashami route
marches scheduled for October
25, stressing that merely in-
forming the authorities does not
meet the prescribed require-
ments.

He criticised the organisation
for treating notification to the
police as sufficient. “Police ar-
en’t the children of the slaves of
RSS.” In an X post, he shared
two letters submitted by RSS
representatives to the Mahal-
akshmi Layout and Nandini
Layout police stations. While
one letter sought police cooper-
ation, the other merely in-
formed the authorities about the
proposed march.

Addressing RSS members in
his post, he wrote informing the
Home Department or asking it
to make arrangements was not
equivalent to obtaining permis-
sion. He urged the organisation
to submit an application under
the prescribed procedure and
await formal approval from the
competent authorities.
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MAJESTIC JAMBOO SAVARI BRINGS
CURTAINS DOWN ON MYSURU DASARA

While Prashantha carried the iconic golden howdah,
veteran tusker Abhimanyu featured as Nishane Ane,
followed by 8 other caparisoned elephants guided

by their mahouts in the grand procession.

Keralam and Telangana CMs VD Satheesan
and Revanth Reddy took part in the

celebrations at the invitation of their
Karnataka counterpart DK Shivakumar.
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Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar offers floral obeisance to the idol of Goddess Chamundeshwari placed in the 750 kg golden

howdah carried by debutant lead elephant Prashantha during the Jamboo Savari in Mysuru on Wednesday.

MYSURU

A sea of humanity, vibrant
cultural tableaux and the ma-
jestic presence of the royal
elephant transformed Mysuru
into a spectacle of colour and
tradition as the grand Jamboo
Savari procession rolled
through the city on Wednes-
day, marking the spectacular
culmination of Mysuru
Dasara 2026.

The biggest attraction of the
procession was Captain
Prashanth, who carried the
750-kg Golden Howdah for
the first time, stepping into
the spotlight during one of
Karnataka’s most cherished
cultural celebrations. Bearing
the idol of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari, the richly dec-
orated howdah glistened in
the festive atmosphere, draw-
ing cheers and applause from
thousands of spectators who
lined the procession route.

Chief Minister DK Shiva-
kumar, along with Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy and Kerala Chief Min-
ister VD Satheesan, offered
floral tributes to the idol of
Goddess Chamundeshwari
seated inside the Golden

Procession route: From the his-
toric Mysuru Palace along the
Raja Marga to the Bannimantap
Grounds, the 5 km Raja Marga.

Lead elephants: The majestic el-
ephant Prashantha carried the
golden Ambari (howdah), flanked
by trusted companion and kumki
elephants Kaveri and Roopa.

Ceremonial salute: A traditional
21-cannon salute marked the
pinnacle of the royal march as

dignitaries offered flowers.

Crowd & guests: An estimated 5
lakh spectators gathered,
watched over by state leaders
and dignitaries.

Cultural highlights
and finale

Tableaux and troupes: 53 color-
ful tableaux and numerous folk
troupes showcased the art and
culture of Karnataka and neigh-

boring states.

Torchlight parade: The celebra-

tions wrapped up at Banniman-

tap Grounds with a grand tradi-

tional torchlight parade (Panjina

Kavayatthu) and and a drone
show at Bannimantap.

Howdah, seeking the bless-
ings of the presiding deity of
Mysuru.

» Hampa Nagaraju

The procession unfolded
amid the beating of traditional
drums, the rhythmic move-
ments of cultural troupes, co-
lourful tableaux and the gran-
deur of caparisoned elephants.

The festive spirit was pal-
pable as people from different
parts of the country gathered
to witness the historic specta-
cle, capturing the memorable
moments on their mobile
phones.

For Mysuru, Jamboo Savari
was more than a procession; it
was a magnificent expression
of royal heritage, religious de-
votion and Karnataka’s rich
cultural identity.

The celebrations passed off
peacefully, bringing the cur-
tains down on the grand
Dasara festivities. Captain
Prashanth’s maiden journey
with the Golden Howdah
emerged as one of the defin-
ing moments of this year’s
Vijayadashami celebrations.

Cultural teams and tableaux
from neighbouring states, and
tableaux representing the
three wings of the Defence
Forces showcasing their
valour, service and spirit,
made their debut at the Mysu-
ru Dasara this time.

Royal farewell to
Abhimanyu

Veteran tusker Abhimanyu
received an affectionate
farewell as he made his final
appearance in the 'Jumbo
Savari' at the world-famous
Mysuru Dasara procession
on Wednesday. Leading the
procession as the ‘Nishane
Ane’, 61-year-old Abhimanyu,
who had carried the golden
howdah six times in a row,
was given a rousing welcome
by a large number of people
as he made his way along the
procession route. Abhimanyu
has been part of the royal
procession for 26 years. Since

: . 2000, he has continuously led

the procession of Goddess
Chamundeshwari, carrying a
750-kilogram gold howdah.
Abhimanyu retired last year in

accordance with the rules.

Shivamogga Dasara

procession turns
chaotic as tusker bolts

SHIVAMOGGA: The Dasara
Jamboo Savari procession in
Shivamogga was cut short on
Wednesday after Somanna, a
36-year-old elephant carrying
the ambari (howdah), strayed
from its route and became un-
controllable.The elephant, which
was part of the procession that
began at Shivappa Nayaka Pal-
ace in the Kote area, suddenly
changed course and started
heading back. The procession
was scheduled to end at the Al-
lama Prabhu Grounds, where the
Banni Puja event was to be held.
During the incident, the silver
ambari carrying the idol of God-
dess Chamundeshwari fell to the
ground and was damaged. Two
cars and three motorcycles were
damaged. Two other elephants,
Sagar and Bahaddur, were also
part of the procession. Forest
Department personnel made
strenuous efforts to bring So-
manna under control.

Couple, 4-yr-old daughter die after car plunges into pond

Kodagu: A couple and their
four-year-old daughter died
after the car they were travel-
ling in reportedly went out of
control and plunged into a
pond at Banangala near Sid-
dapura on Tuesday night.
The incident came to light

on Wednesday morning when
plantation workers noticed the
submerged vehicle and alerted
the authorities. The deceased
Vijesh (36), his wife Pamitha
(34) and their daughter Liya
(4) lived at High School Pais-
ari in Siddapura.

Indian Army set to adopt new land warfare doctrine

Rajnath Singh to
release the
doctrine on Friday

NEW DELHI

nual Army Commanders’
Conference, the force’s
apex decision-making fo-
rum, which got underway
in the capital on Wednes-
day under the chairman-
ship of Army Chief

challenges posed by the
evolving character of
warfare and future con-
flicts,” the defence minis-
try announced in a state-
ment.

The Army’s previ-

tion Sindoor in May last
year, the Russia-Ukraine
war and conflicts in West
Asia. These have featured
the use of unmanned aeri-
al systems, loitering mu-
nitions, precision strikes

Core focus areas of the doctrine

Multi-domain integration: Combines
conventional military operations alongside newer
domains like cyber, space, and electronic warfare

Emerging technologies: Emphasizes
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), suicide/

‘Internal political matter’:
Rubio on stir against CEC

MUMBAI

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio on Wednesday declined to
weigh in on the protests against
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, saying the
issue was for India to re-
solve through democratic
processes.

He brushed aside criti-
cism of the police response
raised by UN human rights ex-
perts. Speaking during his offi-
cial visit to India, Rubio rejected
the suggestion that the protests
warranted his intervention, de-
scribing them as an "internal

political matter." "The UN ex-
perts are the oxymoron," he said
in response to a question about
the criticism from UN experts.
He said that even the US wit-
nesses protests every day and are
reflective of the political
discourse and difference
of opinion. "We have pro-
tests every day in the
United States. People view
~ protests — obviously I'm not
talking about the riots, like
what you're seeing in Europe,
where they're vandalising and
breaking into things and burn-
ing down buildings. I'm not
talking about that," he said.

and missile attacks,
alongside increasingly
contested airspace and
persistent battlefield sur-
veillance.

ous Land Warfare
Doctrine was re-
leased in December
2018, following the
Joint Doctrine of the

The Indian Army is set to
adopt a new Land War-
fare Doctrine to prepare
for the changing character
of modern combat, where

General Dhiraj |
Seth. The three-day \ Z
conference brings ’

together the Ar-

loitering drones (such as the Ashni platoon
concept), and artificial intelligence for
surveillance and targeting.

‘Foreign leaders’ for trying to exploit France’s social climate’

lence to rally his political sup-
porters, making unsubstantiated

Paris: French President Em-

Two-front & terrain readiness: Tailors

drones, precision strikes
and networked operations
are increasingly deciding
battlefield outcomes. De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh will release the
doctrine on Friday.

The release will mark
the final day of the bian-

my’s senior leader-

ship, including the com-
manders-in-chief of its
commands and Principal
Staff Officers at Army
Headquarters.

“The doctrine will pro-
vide an overarching
framework to prepare the
Indian Army to meet the

Indian Armed Forces is-
sued in April 2017. Its
earlier doctrines were
published in 1998 and
2004.

The new doctrine
comes amid changes in
the conduct of warfare
witnessed during Opera-

The aim, the ministry
said, is to take stock of
ongoing initiatives, iden-
tify future thrust areas
and chart policy direc-
tions to build a “progres-
sive, adaptive, technolog-
ically enabled and fu-
ture-ready” Army.

operational planning for diverse terrains and
potential two-front contingencies along the
borders with China and Pakistan.

Decentralized combat structures:
Builds on flexible formations like Integrated Bat-
tle Groups (IBGs) designed for faster mobiliza-
tion and specialized platforms like the Zorawar

light tank for rapid, autonomous response.

manuel Macron on Wednesday
blamed "foreign leaders," in-
cluding those "on the other side
of the Atlantic," for trying to
exploit the tense social climate
for their own political agenda.
Protests over soaring living
costs have led to widespread ri-
oting and looting. US President
Donald Trump has used the vio-

claims that Muslim migrants are
responsible for the unrest.
Trump has urged Macron to
"close your borders and take
control before it is too late!"
Macron responded by saying
there "has been foreign manipu-
lation of information in the af-
termath" of the riot in Paris.
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Karnataka air
quality remains
mostly
moderate

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s air quality
levels remain mostly sta-
ble as the monsoon sea-

son shifts, according to

the Central Pollution
Control Board report. In
Bengaluru, the air quality
index sits at a moderate
level, driven mainly by
traffic and dust. Busy
areas like Peenya and
Whitefield show slightly
higher pollution numbers.
Meanwhile, Mysuru
records similar moderate
readings, whereas coastal

Mangaluru enjoys very
clean, healthy air thanks

to sea breezes. Other
regions like Hubballi and
Belagavi also report sta-

ble conditions. Health
experts advise sensitive
groups, including children
and asthmatic individu-
als, to take precautions
during outdoor activities.

AstraZeneca
moves
corporate office
from Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Major pharmaceutical
firm AstraZeneca Pharma
India has officially shifted

its registered office from
Karnataka to
Maharashtra. The com-
pany recently completed
the relocation, setting up
a new corporate head-
quarters in Mumbai that
spans over 25,000 square
feet. This modern office
currently accommodates
about 300 employees
across different key
departments. A company
spokesperson explained
that moving closer to
financial centers, policy-
makers, and major
healthcare organizations
will help improve national
medical services.
Meanwhile, officials con-
firmed that Bengaluru will
still remain a vital hub,
continuing to support the
firm’s major global opera-
tions and strategic busi-
ness needs.

Court rules
disagreeing with
verdict is legal

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has ruled
that putting up posters to
criticize a Supreme Court
verdict does not hurt reli-
gious feelings or cause
hatred. Justice H.P.
Sandesh quashed a
police case against thir-
teen people who hung
protest posters in
Mangaluru back in 2019.
The police had filed
charges claiming the
messages disturbed pub-
lic peace. However, the
bench stated that
expressing unhappiness
over a court ruling is fully
protected under India’s
freedom of speech laws.
The judge noted that laws
against inciting enmity
cannot be used just
because someone feels
offended by peaceful
public opinions or legal
disagreements.

K’taka Home Minister speaks out
on Pulakeshinagar explosion

Amid festive Dasara celebrations in Bengaluru, a mysterious high-
rise explosion shatters peace, leaving two seriously injured.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A sudden explosion at an un-
der-construction building in
Bengaluru’s Pulakeshinagar
area has triggered widespread
concern across the city,
prompting immediate re-
sponses from top state offi-
cials. While festive celebra-
tions for Dasara illuminate
the region, the unfortunate
incident, which occurred on
the afternoon of October 20,
has left two individuals seri-
ously injured. The victims,
identified as Suraj and Al-
lauddin, sustained severe burn
injuries from the blast and
were rushed to Bowring Hos-
pital, where specialized med-
ical teams are currently pro-
viding intensive treatment for
their recovery.

Addressing the media re-
garding the unfolding situa-
tion, Karnataka Home Minis-

ter Priyank Kharge empha-
sized that comprehensive in-
vestigations are moving for-
ward swiftly, though official
confirmation on the nature of
the blast awaits formal analy-
sis. He noted that law en-
forcement agencies and foren-
sic experts are working hand
in hand to determine whether
the sudden explosion resulted
from an accidental chemical
reaction involving construc-
tion materials or was trig-
gered by an Improvised Ex-
plosive Device. Urging resi-
dents and local communities
to remain calm, the Home
Minister strongly appealed to
the public to avoid spreading
unverified information or
paying any heed to specula-
tive rumours circulating on
social media channels.
Preliminary findings by lo-
cal police indicate that a mys-
terious bag containing a bat-

tery-like object was left on the
fourth floor of the multi-story
structure. The unexpected det-
onation has raised serious se-
curity questions. Investigators
are actively probing whether
explosive materials were
brought onto the premises
days prior to the event. The
police have registered a for-
mal suo motu case against
both the property owner and
the site contractor, holding
them legally accountable for
site safety lapses. All material

What we know

® When: October 20,
afternoon

B Where: fourth floor of an
under-construction building,
Pulakeshinagar

B Injured: Suraj and Allauddin,
burns; at Bowring Hospital

B Clue: a bag with a battery-
like object

m Case: suo motu, against the
owner and the contractor

samples gathered from the ex-
plosion zone have been
rushed to the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory for deep
chemical and structural anal-
ysis. Authorities have also
intensified security protocols
across urban centers to ensure
that public safety remains
completely protected through-
out the ongoing festive sea-
son.

ED investigates fake income certificate involving ex-official

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The financial and legal trou-
bles surrounding the high-pro-
file Karnataka Public Service
Commission recruitment scan-
dals have deepened signifi-
cantly. The Enforcement Di-
rectorate has formally stepped
into a new probe focusing on
a fraudulent income certificate
allegedly utilized by Suma Sa-
hukar, the daughter of former
KPSC Chairman Shivashan-
karappa Sahukar. This devel-
opment runs parallel to ongo-
ing legal proceedings involv-
ing her father and fellow for-
mer KPSC member Geetha,
who were recently remanded
to judicial custody following
the conclusion of an extensive
period of custodial interroga-
tion regarding earlier veteri-
nary officer recruitment irreg-
ularities.

The core of this new inves-
tigative branch centers on a
controversial examination
held in July 2025 for the re-

cruitment of 50 Industrial Ex-
tension Officers within the
Department of Commerce
and Industries. When the offi-
cial list of eligible candidates
was published in February
2026, Suma Sahukar’s name
prominently featured on it.
Investigators discovered that
she managed to secure a spot
by appearing under the re-
served ‘3B’ category, having
submitted an official docu-
ment claiming an annual fam-
ily income of a mere forty
thousand rupees.

However, enforcement offi-
cials quickly flagged a mas-
sive disparity between the
declared poverty-level income
and actual financial realities.
Records inspected during the
probe revealed that her father,
while serving in his official

Probe hlghllghts

Suma Sahukar allegedly cleared a
July 2025 exam for Industrial
Extension Officers under the ‘3B’
reservation quota using a
fraudulent low-income certificate.

The income gap

While her certificate declared an
annual income of just 40,000,
official records showed her father’s
monthly salary was over 22 lakh
during that period, alongside
substantial fixed assets.

Investigators are digging deeper
into multiple recruitment drives
conducted between 2022 and the
present to uncover wider
malpractice.

capacity, drew a monthly sal-
ary of over 2,00,000 rupees
starting in 2019, which later
escalated past 2,25,000 rupees
by 2021. Furthermore, exten-
sive financial audits exposed
that the family held substan-
tial fixed assets that far ex-
ceeded the strict financial

ceilings mandated for such
reservation benefits under
state regulations.

Although standard category
guidelines might permit eligi-
bility for individuals with
higher annual earnings, the
deliberate submission of a
deeply falsified low-income
document has triggered se-
vere legal repercussions. The
Vidhana Soudha Police Sta-
tion initially registered a for-
mal case, which has now been
completely taken over by fed-
eral investigators looking into
systemic corruption.

Beyond this specific inci-
dent, federal agencies are wid-
ening their net across multiple
state recruitment drives man-
aged from 2022 onward. As
investigators comb through
financial records, property
holdings, and recruitment
files, the growing scandal
threatens to expose a wider
web of administrative manip-
ulation within the state public
service commission.

Bengaluru welcomes grand
Durgotsav celebratlon
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The festive spirit of Navaratri
is glowing brightly across
Bengaluru, transforming the
busy tech hub into a colorful
home of shared traditions. In
the heart of the bustling Sar-
japur Road area, the Bengali
community has brought the
magic of West Bengal alive
through a grand annual event
known as Durgotsav 2026.
Organized with immense love
by the Sukruti Cultural Asso-
ciation, this festival has quick-
ly turned into a major gather-
ing place where people from
all walks of life come together
to celebrate faith, friendship,
and food.

Walking into the decorated
marquee, visitors are greeted
by stunning sights, the sweet
scent of burning incense, and
the rhythmic beat of tradition-
al drums. This special cele-
bration is not just for the Ben-
gali locals — it has opened its
arms to everyone. Local Kan-
nadigas and people who have
moved to the city from all
corners of India are stepping
inside to seek the blessings of
the Mother Goddess. It is a
wonderful scene of cultural
harmony, showing how dif-
ferent traditions can blend
smoothly together in one vi-
brant city.

The celebrations follow an-
cient customs that stretch
across several meaningful
days. According to associa-
tion members, the festival be-
gins warmly on Shashthi, a
day when mothers offer spe-
cial prayers for the health,
happiness, and long life of
their children. As the days
move forward to Saptami, vis-

Experience Bengaluru’s
vibrant cultural harmony
as the Sukruti Cultural
Association’s Durgotsav
2026 brings authentic
traditions, divine
blessings, and delicious
festive treats to all.

itors can witness sacred ritu-
als like the worship of nine
distinct plants, which repre-
sent the nine powerful forms
of the divine Mother. For
more than ten years, the com-
munity has kept this tradition
alive in Bengaluru, hoping to
share the beauty of their heri-
tage with their neighbors and
friends.

When the final day of Vi-
jayadashami arrives, the at-
mosphere turns both emotion-
al and joyful. Women take
part in the lively and colorful
ceremony of applying red
vermilion to one another be-
fore the sacred idols are car-
ried away for immersion in
local waters, accompanied by
loud cheers and beating
drums.

Beyond the prayers and rit-
uals, the festival grounds are
a dream come true for food
lovers. Temporary food stalls
are lined up neatly, offering
famous treats straight from
West Bengal, such as spicy
Kathi rolls, soft Rasgullas,
and sweet Sandesh. These de-
licious snacks are winning the
hearts of every visitor.
Through music, food, and
warm smiles, this year’s
Durgotsav has added a fresh
layer of joy and unity to the
cultural tapestry of Bengaluru.

BESCOM sets October 31 deadline
for Gruha Jyothi verlflcatlon

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company has issued
an important advisory for re-
cipients enrolled in the state
government’s popular Gruha
Jyothi welfare initiative,
which provides free electrici-
ty up to 200 units per month
to eligible households. As part
of an ongoing statewide ad-
ministrative effort, utility
field personnel have been
conducting intensive door-to-
door verification drives to
authenticate beneficiary cre-
dentials. However, officials
noted that a significant num-
ber of residential premises
were found locked or resi-
dents were unavailable during
these scheduled home visits,
leaving several files tempo-
rarily unverified.

To ensure that genuine con-
sumers do not lose their enti-
tlements due to scheduling
conflicts or absence, utility
management has established a
structured alternative pathway.
Beneficiaries who missed the
initial home visit have been
instructed to visit their nearest
local sub-divisional office in
person to complete the man-
datory document validation.
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The deadline for completing
this compliance process has
been firmly set for October
31. Officials have strongly ad-
vised customers not to wait
until the final hours to avoid
long queues and potential ad-
ministrative complications, as
compliance reports will subse-
quently be submitted directly
to state authorities.

When visiting the local
utility office, residents should
carry standard identification
and proof documents. Re-
quired paperwork typically
includes government-issued
identity cards such as a voter
identification card, a perma-
nent account number card, or
an Aadhaar card to confirm
identity and residential status.
Utility authorities emphasized
that maintaining accurate re-
cords is vital for the contin-
ued seamless distribution of

Gruha Jyothi check

Free power up to 200 units a
month

For homes missed in the
door-to-door visits

Visit the nearest sub-
divisional office

B Carry voter ID, PAN or
Aadhaar card

Deadline: October 31

welfare benefits. Meanwhile,
recent internal reports indi-
cate that over one hundred
thousand consumers across
the region have chosen to
voluntarily opt out of the
electricity subsidy program
by declining to submit re-
quired documentation, high-
lighting a shifting landscape
in state-backed welfare distri-
bution.

Karnataka Governor Seeks

MYSURU

Spiritual devotion filled the
air in Mysuru, Karnataka's
cultural capital, as the
Hon’ble Governor of Karna-
taka, Dr. Sudha Yadav, em-
barked on a meaningful visit
to two of the region's most
sacred landmarks.

Marking her first official
trip to the city since assum-
ing office, the Governor
sought divine blessings as
she takes on her new respon-
sibilities in service to the
people of the state.

Her visit began with a
journey up Chamundi Hills
to the famous Sri Cha-
mundeshwari Temple.
Amidst the joyous atmo-
sphere of the world-re-
nowned Mysuru Dasara sea-
son, Dr. Yadav offered spe-
cial prayers at the altar of
Goddess Chamundeshwari,
the revered presiding deity of
Mysuru and the supreme em-
bodiment of power and pro-
tection.

The Governor reflected on
her commitment to public
service, asking for strength
and guidance to fulfill her
solemn duties to Karnataka's

citizens effectively.

Following her temple visit,
Dr. Yadav visited the historic
Suttur Mutt in the heart of
Mysuru. There, she met with
His Holiness Sri Shivarathri
Deshikendra Mahaswamiji to
seek his spiritual wisdom and
blessings.

The meeting highlighted
her deep respect for Karnata-
ka’s rich cultural heritage
and its long-standing tradi-
tion of learning from respect-
ed spiritual leaders.

Local officials and temple
authorities warmly received
the Governor throughout her
tour.

Her pilgrimage highlights

Blessings In Mysuru

the timeless blend of spiritual
tradition and public service,
reflecting a grounded ap-
proach to leadership. As she
concludes her visit, Dr. Ya-
dav leaves Mysuru inspired
by its deep roots, setting a
positive and dedicated tone
for her tenure as the head of
state.

New expressway to cut Bengaluru-VlJayawada travel time

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A massive shift in South Indi-
an infrastructure is well un-
derway, bringing major relief
to motorists traveling be-
tween Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh. The ambitious Ben-
galuru-Vijayawada Green-
field National Highway, offi-
cially designated as NH-
544G, is taking shape rapidly.
Built under Phase 2 of the

central government’s Bharat-
mala Pariyojana initiative,
this high-speed economic cor-
ridor is designed to slash
driving times dramatically.
Currently, covering the dis-
tance between the two cities
takes a tiring 11 to 12 hours
via traditional routes. Once
this modern 6-lane express-
way opens, the journey will
shrink to a swift 6 to 7 hours.

Stretching over 500 kilome-

Bengaluru to Vijayawada
TODAY

11-12 hrs

via traditional routes

ters, the access-controlled
highway bypasses heavily
congested urban centers, al-
lowing for smooth, uninter-
rupted driving at speeds up to
120 km/h. The project layout

EXPRESSWAY

> 6-7hrs

six lanes, up to 120 km/h

includes a major greenfield
alignment starting from Ko-
dikonda and running through
vital Andhra Pradesh districts
like Sri Sathya Sai, Kadapa,
Prakasam, Bapatla, and Gun-

tur, before connecting seam-
lessly to National Highway 16
near Addanki. Heavy earth-

work, major bridge construc-
tion, and rapid asphalting are
currently moving forward at
full speed across multiple
contract packages managed
by top-tier infrastructure
firms.

Beyond cutting passenger
travel times in half, the ex-
pressway is expected to act as
a powerful catalyst for region-
al trade and commerce. By
offering smooth connectivity

to eastern coastal ports and
major industrial hubs, the cor-
ridor will facilitate the quick
transport of farm produce,
minerals, and factory goods.
Economists note that the route
will spark the growth of new
logistics parks and warehous-
ing clusters, injecting fresh
momentum into the local
economies of both states as
work heads toward comple-
tion.
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Unchecked garbage and construction de-
bris are turning Seshadripuram into a civic
nightmare. From hospital gates and demol-
ished landmarks to busy college zones and
residential streets, overflowing waste and
blocked footpaths are endangering public
health and forcing pedestrians into filth.
Despite repeated pleas to local authori-
ties, these mounting refuse heaps remain
untouched—sparking urgent demands for
immediate, permanent intervention across

the neighbourhood. )

+9180730 57594

._ i3 _--
A massive pile of mixed garbage and construction debris has accumulated outside
Trinity Central Hospital at Swastik Circle, Seshadripuram. This severe hazard poses
a serious health risk, and locals urge authorities to clear the area immediately.

Piles of mixed garbage and festive waste have been dumped outside the demolished
Nataraj Theater on SC Road, Seshadripuram, opposite Hotel Samrat near Mantri
Square. With the adjacent footpath currently under repair, pedestrians are forced to
navigate through the unsightly debris, prompting demands forimmediate clearance.
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A massive pile of garbage has accumulated directly in front of Apoorva Bakery on
Seshadripuram Ist Main Road, behind Seshadripuram Law College. Located ina
busy residential zone frequented by students and children, residents are demand-
ing an urgent, permanent fix to clear the hazard.

A massive pile of garbage has accumulated directly in front of Seenu Transport’s
gate in Jai Bheema Nagar, Sampangiram Nagar, Seshadripuram. Despite multiple
complaints to the authorities, no action has been taken, leaving the debris to spill

across the road and cause major inconvenience.

Phone-in highlights waste
collection flaws

Bengaluru North steps up its cleanliness drive,
launching weekly phone-in programmes
to solve mounting waste grievances.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation recently hosted
its second special phone-in
programme to tackle pressing
concerns regarding solid
waste management across lo-
cal neighbourhoods. Led by
Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar, the interactive
session provided residents
with a direct platform to re-
port municipal issues and de-
mand swift administrative
action to keep local streets
clean and hygienic.

During the two-hour ses-
sion, officials received a total
of 10 formal grievances from
residents. The vast majority of
these complaints focused on

irregular municipal services,
specifically highlighting that
waste collection vehicles
failed to arrive on schedule.
Additionally, citizens reported
unauthorized garbage dump-
ing in vacant plots of land and
raised concerns about neglect-
ed road sweeping services in
their communities.

Out of the 10 total com-
plaints registered, eight were
directly tied to missing waste
collection vehicles. The re-
maining two issues involved
illegal trash dumping in emp-
ty sites and incomplete street
sweeping. City authorities
responded promptly by log-
ging all grievances into the
official Sahaaya 2.0 tracking
system, assigning them to

At the phone-in

GRIEVANCES IN TWO
HOURS

ABOUT MISSING
COLLECTION VEHICLES

DIVISIONS TO GET
MICRO-PLANNING

responsible officers, and set-
ting strict deadlines for com-
plete resolution.

To prevent future disrup-
tions, the civic body is rolling
out comprehensive mi-
cro-planning across all seven
divisions. This strategic
framework focuses on opti-
mizing door-to-door collec-
tion routes, mapping out daily
pathways for sanitation work-
ers, and effectively monitor-
ing bulk waste generators to
ensure proper disposal habits
throughout the urban area.

City leaders confirmed that
these dedicated phone-in ses-
sions for waste management
will continue every Tuesday
morning, while separate re-
view meetings for other civic
matters take place on Fridays.
Officials urged local residents
to actively utilize these chan-
nels, report service gaps, and
cooperate with municipal
staff to maintain a clean and
healthy urban environment
for everyone.

Raw sewage overflow
triggers mass fish kill

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban water bodies play a vi-
tal role in maintaining ecolog-
ical balance and providing
peaceful green spaces for city
residents. However, heavy
seasonal downpours often ex-
pose severe vulnerabilities in
urban infrastructure. Local
residents near Siddapura Lake
recently experienced a heart-
breaking environmental disas-
ter when hundreds of dead
fish washed up along the
shoreline, turning a once
flourishing aquatic ecosystem
into a murky cesspool filled
with floating plastic waste
and debris.

The shocking incident oc-
curred following heavy rain-
fall that struck the city. Ac-
cording to local witnesses,
torrents of raw, untreated
sewage mixed with house-
hold trash poured directly
into the water body from a
nearby stormwater drain,
known locally as a raja-
kaluve. Vipin Chopra, a
neighbourhood resident who
discovered the tragic sight
during his morning walk, re-
ported seeing 500—-600 dead
fish floating on the surface
while a powerful, foul stench
filled the air.

Just a year prior, passionate
citizen-led plantation and res-
toration drives had successful-
ly revived the lake, transform-
ing it into a healthy and thriv-
ing habitat. Residents noted
that a protective barrier previ-
ously stopped accumulated
trash and plastic bottles from
entering the main water body.

Unfortunately, that barrier re-
cently broke down, allowing
household garbage and sew-
age to flood the lake freely.
This sudden influx of pollut-
ants drastically reduced oxy-
gen levels in the water, result-
ing in the massive aquatic
kill.

Frustrated residents imme-
diately registered formal
grievances through official
WhatsApp channels, email
helplines, and direct letters to
the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board. Despite a lo-
cal water supply and sewer-
age board office sitting just
five hundred meters away,
citizens expressed deep disap-
pointment over the initial lack

500-600

dead fish seen floating on
Siddapura Lake after raw
sewage poured in

of rapid response from munic-
ipal authorities.

In response to the growing
public outrage, officials from
the Lakes and Stormwater
Drain Division confirmed that
they have received multiple
complaints. Explaining the
root cause, an official noted
that heavy rains frequently
cause overflowing manholes
and storm drains to dump raw
sewage directly into nearby
lakes, triggering sudden drops
in water quality. To prevent
future disasters, authorities
have ordered engineering
teams to raise the height of
the lake inlet to block sewage
surges during heavy storms.

Central B’luru launches
lake cleanup drlve

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban water bodies and sur-
rounding green spaces are
vital for maintaining ecologi-
cal harmony, yet they fre-
quently fall victim to careless
littering and accumulated de-
bris. To combat this ongoing
challenge and boost munici-
pal hygiene standards, the
Bengaluru Central City Cor-
poration has successfully ex-
ecuted a targeted cleanliness
drive. Spearheaded by Com-
missioner Jagadeesha G., the
initiative forms a key compo-
nent of the fourth phase of a
special sanitation campaign
designed to secure top nation-
al rankings in the upcoming
Swachh Survekshan survey.

The intensive cleaning op-
eration focused on four major
water bodies within the cor-
poration’s jurisdiction: Hala-
suru Lake, G.M. Palya-Baira-
sandra Lake, Kasturi Nagar
Lake, and Kaggadasapura
Lake. Sanitation teams thor-
oughly scrubbed lake premis-
es, cleared adjacent roadways,
and removed unsightly debris
from public thoroughfares to
restore environmental health
and aesthetic appeal.

During the targeted drive,
dedicated workers collected
various discarded items, in-
cluding plastic packaging,
paper wrappers, food scraps,
discarded water bottles, and
dry leaves. In total, 69 kilo-
grams of mixed solid waste
were cleared from the lake
banks and promptly transport-
ed to authorized processing
facilities for proper scientific
disposal.

The success of the mission
was driven by the hard work

4

lakes crleanedr

' 69 kg

) of waste cleargd

24 +10

sanitation workers and
cleaning staff

of 24 sanitation workers and
ten specialized cleaning staff
members. Emphasizing the
ecological importance of these
aquatic hubs, Commissioner
Jagadeesha G. noted that lakes
are critical for urban environ-
mental balance and public
health. He confirmed that sim-
ilar clean-up operations will
be conducted regularly to
safeguard local ecosystems.
Concluding the campaign,
the Commissioner issued a
heartfelt appeal to all resi-
dents, urging citizens to act
responsibly and avoid littering
around public water bodies.
Achieving long-term cleanli-
ness and preserving urban
beauty requires active com-
munity cooperation, remind-
ing everyone that protecting
the city is a shared civic duty.

B’LURU SOUTH LAUNCHES
EVENING WASTE COLLECTION

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban cleanliness and effi-
cient municipal administra-
tion require constant innova-
tion, especially in fast-grow-
ing metropolitan areas where
traditional schedules often
clash with modern lifestyles.
Addressing this ongoing chal-
lenge head-on, the Bengaluru
South City Corporation has
officially rolled out a strategic
pilot project aimed at trans-
forming local waste manage-
ment. Led by Commissioner
K.N. Ramesh, top municipal
authorities are shifting gears
to introduce evening waste
collection services designed
specifically to eliminate stub-
born roadside garbage black-
spots and improve community
sanitation standards.

Historically, morning waste
collection schedules have
posed significant inconve-
niences for residents who
leave early for offices,
schools, and colleges, as well
as busy homemakers manag-
ing morning household rou-
tines. Because many citizens
miss these early hours, unau-
thorized dumping grounds
and unsightly waste heaps
frequently accumulate on
street corners. To combat this
issue, Commissioner Ramesh
directed specialized wet and
dry waste collection vehicles
to operate during evening and
nighttime hours, specifically
running from five o’clock in
the evening until midnight
across designated trial zones
within the Bommanahalli As-
sembly constituency.

The initial rollout of this

‘ By running collection

trucks late into the
evening, weaimto
eliminate roadside
dumping and help working
families manage daily
disposal.”

— K.N. Ramesh, Commissioner,
Bengaluru South City Corporation

progressive evening system
spans across five key wards,
including four wards within
Bommanahalli alongside the
densely populated Honga-
sandra ward. While standard
morning operations deploy a
larger fleet of roughly 160 ve-
hicles across these regions,
the evening pilot utilizes a
targeted, efficient fleet of
20-25 specialized autos. In
Hongasandra alone, where
31 vehicles handle morning
rounds, a dedicated evening
crew consisting of three wet
waste and three dry waste ve-
hicles is already operating
with notable success.

Local neighbourhood resi-
dents and community repre-
sentatives have enthusiastical-
ly welcomed the municipal
corporation’s forward-think-
ing initiative. Citizens noted

that the flexibility of a night-
time collection window re-
solves long-standing schedul-
ing conflicts, making it vastly
easier to dispose of household
refuse responsibly without
missing collection trucks.

Beyond waste management
reforms, Commissioner Ra-
mesh also inspected urban
infrastructure challenges
during his field visit. Observ-
ing heavy traffic congestion
and mounting parking diffi-
culties around Agara Lake in
HSR Layout, he directed en-
gineering officials to survey
the currently underutilized
space situated beneath the fly-
over near JSS Public School.
Authorities have been tasked
with drafting an actionable
proposal to transform this va-
cant area into an organized,
functional public parking lot
to ease vehicular congestion.

Accompanied by Assistant
General Manager Smt. Neth-
ravathi and local Resident
Welfare Association represen-
tative Dr. Shanthi, the Com-
missioner emphasized that
practical problem solving and
direct community engagement
remain top priorities for the
civic body. As this evening
collection pilot continues to
gather momentum and earn
praise from everyday citizens,
municipal leaders plan to
evaluate its long-term effec-
tiveness. The ultimate goal is
to scale successful operation-
al strategies citywide, ensur-
ing cleaner neighbourhoods,
smoother traffic flow, and a
vastly improved quality of ur-
ban life for every resident
across Bengaluru.

Delayed drain work frustrates Cooke Town residents

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban infrastructure upgrades
are essential for long-term city
growth, but poorly managed
construction projects frequent-
ly cause immense daily hard-
ship for local communities.

RESIDENTS DEMAND

) Immediate action on the stalled
drain work

) Transparent communication

) Strict supervision of municipal
contractors

Residents of D’Costa Layout
in Cooke Town are currently
experiencing this frustration
firsthand as delayed roadside
drain development work drags
on at a snail’s pace. Initiated
by the Bengaluru North City
Corporation, the project has

left roads torn up, pedestrian
pathways blocked, and essen-
tial utilities disrupted, turning
everyday life into an exhaust-
ing ordeal for local families.
The construction chaos has
hit vulnerable groups the hard-
est, particularly senior citizens
who require regular medical
care. Robin Robert, an
85-year-old resident whose
wife is wheelchair-bound and
lives on the second floor,
shared his distress over being
trapped by mountains of uncol-
lected debris. Robert noted that
contractors launched the dig-
ging work abruptly without
issuing any prior notice or pro-
viding a clear completion time-
line. Furthermore, workers
accidentally damaged a water
pipeline during demolition and
audaciously demanded money

from residents to fix it, though
water board engineers later in-
tervened to set things right.
Other neighbourhood resi-
dents echoed these deep
grievances, highlighting wide-
spread utility failures. Andrea,
another local homeowner, ex-
plained that families were left
completely without water sup-

ply for over forty-eight hours
while having to relocate their
cars and motorcycles to a
nearby school parking lot. Ad-
ditional residents pointed out
that even after municipal and
water board engineers visited
the site to inspect the mess,
promised water tankers failed
to arrive, leaving households

stranded until local communi-
ty leaders stepped in to force
accountability.

The founder-president of
Cooke Town Nivasigala Sang-
ha, Albert R., criticized con-
tractors for abandoning heavy
construction debris right on
the middle of the road, creat-
ing severe hazards for both
motorists and pedestrians. Al-
bert noted that unfinished
concrete work outside his own
compound wall has been
abandoned for two months,
releasing constant dust that
has triggered health issues
like severe allergies among
neighbours. Despite repeated
attempts by local citizens to
reach out for official updates,
executive engineers remained
unavailable for comments or
explanations.
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Rapidoincident

sparks 3
commuter

safety outrage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Ayoung woman has
accused a Rapido bike
rider named Syed of sex-
val harassment. The vic-
tim shared her terrifying
ordeal on social media,
warning other female
passengers to stay vigi-
lant. During the trip, the
driver made unwanted
flirtatious remarks and
persistently tried to
engage her in conversa-
tion. When dropping her
off, he deliberately
touched her hand while
taking back the helmet
and tried to get her phone
number. Even after pay-
ment, he stared at her
menacingly. This alarming
incident has sparked pub-
lic outrage, raising serious
safety concerns for
women commuting alone.

Dasara puja
lamp triggers
apartment fire

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A festive puja took a scary
turn when a traditional
lamp left burning inside

an eighth-floor apart-
ment in Uttarahalli
caught fire. The owners
were away at work, leav-
ing the flat locked. Alert
neighbours quickly spot-
ted thick smoke pouring
from the windows and
called emergency ser-
vices. As brave firefighters
rushed to tackle the fierce
flames, a sudden loud
blast shook the building,
damaging nearby homes.
Officials suspect a
kitchen gas cylinder
exploded during the
chaos. Fortunately,
nobody lost their life in
this terrifying accident.

Fire crews are still investi-

gating the exact cause of

the explosion.

'Priyank Kharge slams
RSS over policerole

Karnataka’s Home Minister sparks a fierce political storm, firmly
demanding that the RSS follow proper legal protocols.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political friction between the
state government and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh has intensified dramat-
ically following sharp re-
marks from Karnataka Home
Minister Priyank Kharge. The
latest controversy erupted
over a dispute regarding per-
missions for a scheduled RSS
route march, known as patha-
sanchalana. Rather than for-
mally applying for clearance,
the organization reportedly
submitted a letter simply in-
forming law enforcement of
their intended route. This pro-
cedural move sparked fury
from the state home ministry,
leading the minister to ques-
tion whether state police forc-
es are expected to act as sub-
servient lackeys for external
organizations.

Addressing reporters,
Kharge stood firm on legal
protocols, emphasizing that
every group—regardless of its
stature—must follow proper
administrative channels by
submitting formal applica-
tions and securing official
permission. He criticized the
attitude behind bypassing

standard clearance proce-
dures, making it clear that law
enforcement agencies answer
to public governance rather
than private directives. The
debate quickly widened be-
yond local administrative
rules as the minister took di-
rect aim at statements made
by top national figures, ques-
tioning the appropriateness of
political commentary regard-
ing regime change and long-
term governance strategies.
Furthermore, the confronta-
tion took a sharper ideological
turn when Kharge challenged
the narrative of opposing
forces, pointing fingers back
at ideological critics. He sug-
gested that critics examine

No organisation is
above local laws, the
administration
maintains

historical records and ques-
tioned who is truly fostering
external links with neighbor-
ing nations, directing pointed
queries at the patriotism
claimed by right-wing outfits.
In a separate critique, he dis-
missed comparisons made
between local public protests
and demonstrations happen-
ing in foreign nations like
France, noting that domestic
protests questioning indepen-
dent election authorities carry
vastly different implications.

Key highlights

H The Permission Dispute:
Kharge insisted that
informing authorities does
not equal clearance, stating
that the RSS must properly
apply for formal permits like
any other group.

H Sharp Retaliation:
Challenging recent
statements by RSS
leadership concerning
politics and governance, the
Home Minister questioned
their authority on regime
changes.

W Security Remarks: Ina
heated counter-allegation,
Kharge hit back by
questioning who was truly
fostering external security
risks, pointing to broader
national security debates.

As the heated exchange
continues to dominate politi-
cal discussions across the
state, the administration main-
tains that no organization is
above local laws. Local au-
thorities remain watchful as
the debate over public assem-
blies, state oversight, and or-
ganizational accountability
unfolds across urban centers
during the festive season.

Bharatanatyam meets divine
devotion in ‘Azhwars’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Natanam Institute of
Dance is all set to present
“Azhwars,” a mesmerizing
Bharatanatyam production
celebrating twelve revered
Vaishnava saint-poets. The cul-
tural event will take place on
October 24, 2026, at 5:30 PM
within the sacred ambiance of
the Sri Venugopala Krishna
Swami Temple located in
Malleswaram.

Conceptualized by Dr. Rak-
sha Karthik and her dedicated
disciples, this performance
brings the rich spiritual legacy
of the Azhwars to life. The
dance draws deep inspiration
from the sacred hymns of the
Divya Prabandham, exploring
timeless themes of divine love,
total surrender, and unwavering
devotion.

The sacred event will unfold
with the divine blessings and
presence of Sri Sri Yadugiri
Yathiraja Narayana Ramanuja
Jeeyar Swami, the 41st Pontiff
of the Sri Yadugiri Yathiraja
Mutt, Melukote. Several prom-
inent dignitaries will grace the
occasion, including local MLA
Dr. C. N. Ashwath Narayan, se-
nior advocate Sri K. G. Ragha-

van, and IIIT Bangalore founder
Director Prof. S. Sadagopan.
Traditional temple priests and
art critics will also attend.

A live musical ensemble will
accompany the dancers, featur-
ing Vidwan Bharadwaj
Dayanidhi on nattuvangam,
Vidwan Karnataka Kalashree
Balasubrahmanya Sharma on
vocals, Vidwan Srihari Rangas-
wamy on mridangam, Vidwan
Jayaram Kikkeri on flute, Vid-
wan D. V. Prasanna Kumar on
rthythm pads, and Vidwan Gopal
Venkataramana on veena. Sri
Bharath Bhattar will host the
evening as the compere.Art
lovers and devotees can expe-
rience this cultural evening at
63, 11th Cross Road,

Malleswaram. The perfor-
mance concludes with tradi-
tional prasadam served for all
attendees at 8:30 PM.

Liquor ban declared across Bengaluru for Council elections

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Democratic elections require
rigorous administrative over-
sight and strict security mea-
sures to ensure fair and
peaceful voting processes
across the board. In prepara-
tion for the upcoming bienni-
al legislative council elections
for the Bengaluru Teachers’
Constituency and the South-
East Graduates’ Constituency,
local authorities have an-
nounced comprehensive reg-
ulatory actions. To maintain
public order and ensure a

smooth polling environment,
the district administration has
enforced a complete ban on
the sale, supply, and con-
sumption of alcohol across
the metropolitan area.

The official prohibition di-
rective takes effect starting on
Wednesday, October 21, and
will remain strictly enforced
until 4 pm on Friday, October
23. During this period, all
wholesale liquor shops, retail
outlets, neighbourhood wine
stores, bars, pubs, and restau-
rants are legally barred from
selling or serving alcoholic

beverages. Furthermore, the
storage and private consump-
tion of alcohol within public
and semi-public spaces are
strictly prohibited, though es-
tablishments are permitted to
continue serving food to pa-
trons normally.

The restriction applies
across multiple police station
jurisdictions spanning all ma-
jor divisions of the city. Af-
fected areas include promi-
nent central hubs like High
Grounds, Cubbon Park, and
Sheshadripuram, as well as
eastern and northern neigh-

Oct 21-23
no sale or serving of alcohol,
till4 pmon Oct 23

bourhoods such as Pulakeshi-
nagar, Hebbal, Malleshwaram,
and Rajajinagar. Western,
southern, and southeastern
sectors—including Chamara-
japet, Jayanagar, Koramanga-
la, and HSR Layout—are
equally covered by the order.
Additionally, outlying zones
like K.R. Puram, Electronic
City, Yelahanka, and Devana-
halli fall under the strict juris-
diction of the polling safety

Citywide
from High Grounds to
Devanahalli police limits

guidelines.

Beyond the initial polling
window, election officials
have scheduled an additional
restriction for vote-counting
day. The sale of alcohol will
be temporarily prohibited
within the Halasuru Gate po-
lice station jurisdiction start-
ing from six in the morning
until midnight on October 27,
ensuring total sobriety and
calm while election results are

Oct 27
counting day: Halasuru Gate
limits stay dry

officially tallied.

Law enforcement agencies
have urged local business
owners, hospitality operators,
and the general public to co-
operate fully with the tempo-
rary regulations. By maintain-
ing strict discipline and adher-
ing to election guidelines,
Bengaluru aims to conduct a
peaceful, transparent, and or-
derly democratic election
process.

Bengaluru-Mumbai Vande Bharat sleeper launch set

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rail transport across South
and West India is on the verge
of a historic transformation as
Indian Railways prepares to
launch the highly anticipated
Bengaluru-Mumbai Vande
Bharat Sleeper train service.
According to sources, the
prestigious semi-high-speed
sleeper service is scheduled to
be formally flagged off on
November 1, coinciding aus-
piciously with Karnataka’s
state formation day, Kannada
Rajyotsava. Regular commer-
cial operations are expected to
commence the very next day
on November 2, bringing a
world-class overnight travel
option to thousands of daily
commuters and business trav-
elers who frequently journey
between Karnataka’s capital
and India’s financial power-
house.

Marking a major milestone
as South India’s very first
Vande Bharat sleeper rake in
operation, the new service
will seamlessly connect the
Sir M. Visvesvaraya Terminal

The Vande Bharat sleeper train

Bengaluru to Mumbai
EXPRESS VANDE
TRAINS BHARAT
22-24 | 16 hrs
hrs SMVT 7.50

pm to CSMT
on the same 1.55am
corridor (tentative)

(SMVT) in Bengaluru with
the Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Terminus (CSMT) in
Mumbeai. The train is planned
to operate six days a week,
though travel enthusiasts and
passengers await the formal
notification and final clear-
ance from the Railway Board

to lock in ticket bookings.
Manufactured locally by pub-
lic sector titan BEML, the
trainsets represent the pinna-
cle of modern Indian engi-
neering, featuring state-of-
the-art safety mechanisms,
modern passenger amenities,
and ergonomic berths de-
signed to ensure supreme
comfort during overnight
journeys.

Under the tentative opera-
tional schedule currently cir-
culating among railway offi-
cials, the northbound service
will depart from Bengaluru’s
SMVT station at 7:50 PM,
pulling into Mumbai’s CSMT
station at 11:55 AM the fol-
lowing morning, resulting in
a total transit duration of ap-
proximately sixteen hours and
five minutes. On the south-
bound return leg, the train
will leave Mumbai at 8:10
PM and arrive back in Benga-
luru at 11:55 AM the next
day, completing the journey
in roughly 15 hours and 45
minutes. This impressive tim-
ing marks a massive time-sav-
ing improvement compared to

traditional express trains on
the same corridor, which typ-
ically require anywhere from
22 to 24 hours to complete the
trip.

The train will chart its
course via the strategically
vital Guntakal railway route.
Tentative plans outline ap-
proximately seven major op-
erational halts along the cor-
ridor, including stops at Anan-
tapur, Guntakal, Raichur,
Kalaburagi, Solapur, Pune,
and Kalyan. This routing al-
lows the service to efficiently
bypass heavily congested bot-
tlenecks while catering to key
economic and cultural centers
across Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, and Maharashtra. To
ensure high reliability and
seamless turnaround times,
railway authorities propose
deploying two dedicated
16-coach trainsets manufac-
tured locally by BEML. Ex-
tensive trial runs, including
rigorous safety tests through
the challenging and steep
Ghat sections between Pune
and Mumbai, have already
been successfully completed.

Police launch crackdown onillegal
arms after lawyer’s murder

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The brutal assassination of a
42-year-old advocate in Ben-
galuru’s eastern tech corridor
has sent shockwaves through
the legal community and
prompted an immediate, ag-
gressive response from law
enforcement.

The victim, Manjunath, a res-
ident of Pattandur Agrahara in
Whitefield, was shot dead at
close range at the doorstep of
his residence. According to
preliminary investigations,
the tragic incident stemmed
from an escalating financial
dispute over long-overdue
rent payments involving ten-
ants residing in properties sit-
uated on his ancestral land-
holdings.

Police reports indicate that the
suspects—identified as ten-
ants hailing from outside the
state—initially engaged in a
heated verbal confrontation
before returning later under
the pretext of settling their
dues, at which point a coun-

CHOWDIAH HALL TO HOST CARNATIC CONCERT

CH NEWS,

BENGALURU

Music enthusiasts in the
garden city are in for a
soul-stirring cultural treat as
AarogyaSeva — Global Health
Volunteer Alliance and The
Billion Hopes Philanthropic
Exchange, in partnership with
the Surya Global Music Acad-
emy, join hands to host a
grand musical evening. Enti-
tled "Music for Universal
Health & Peace," this noble
initiative is deeply dedicated
to celebrating the profound
connection between classical
melodies, inner well-being,
and community healing.

The highlight of the eve-

ning will be a magnificent
Carnatic classical vocal con-
cert led by renowned

vocalist Vidwan Sam-
pagodu S. Vighnara- : A
ja. Set for October = 3 .

23, 2026, beginning
at 6:00 PM, the per-
formance will grace
the iconic stage of
Chowdiah Memorial
Hall, nestled in Vyalikaval.

Vidwan Vighnaraja will be
accompanied by an excep-
tional ensemble of seasoned
virtuosos.

The melodic layers will be
woven by Vidushi Smitha
H.M. on the violin, while the
rhythmic foundation will be
anchored by Vidwan Arjunku-
mar on the mridanga and Vid-

wan A.S.N. Swamy adding
vibrant accents on the khanji-
ra. Together, this quartet
aims to channel the
ancient, therapeutic
resonance of Carnat-
ic music to foster so-
cial harmony, mental
tranquility, and col-

lective vitality.

Organizers emphasize
that the gathering transcends
ordinary entertainment, seek-
ing to remind audiences of
how traditional art forms can
elevate human consciousness
and promote holistic health.
Music lovers eager to witness
this confluence of melody
and philanthropy can secure
their passes through Book-
MyShow.

BUILDING BENGALURU'S FUTURE

try-made firearm was dis-
charged directly into the vic-
tim’s forehead.

The brazen use of an illicit
firearm in a residential neigh-
bourhood has severely esca-
lated concerns among city
administrators re-
garding underground
weapons trafficking
networks operating
within urban centers.
In response to mount-
ing pressure from lo-
cal bar associations
and citizen groups
demanding swift ac-
countability, City Police Com-
missioner Seemant Kumar
Singh announced an intensive,
citywide crackdown aimed at
dismantling illegal arms sup-
ply chains. Highlighting a
worrying statistical surge—re-
flected in state crime records
showing a significant upward
trend in cases registered under
the Arms Act over recent
years—the commissioner
stressed that law enforcement
will adopt a zero-tolerance

policy toward unregistered
weapons and unchecked mi-
grant rentals.

As special police teams
scour neighbouring districts
and state borders in active
pursuit of the fugitive sus-
pects, municipal
authorities are roll-
ing out stringent
verification
protocols.

Landlords across
Bengaluru have

been strongly ad-
' vised to maintain

meticulous back-
ground checks and register
tenant credentials with local
police stations to prevent
criminal elements from ex-
ploiting informal housing
arrangements.

Meanwhile, grieving family
members, legal representa-
tives, and community leaders
continue to call for compre-
hensive safety measures to
curb violent crime and safe-
guard professionals across the
metropolitan region.

New 1,640 crore plan to ease traffic at six Bengaluru junctions

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Chronic traffic congestion in
Bengaluru has long posed a
severe challenge for daily
commuters and state adminis-
trators alike, driven by a rapid
surge in vehicle density across
major urban corridors. To tack-
le this growing crisis head-on,
the state government has intro-
duced a major infrastructure
initiative. Official tenders have
been formally invited through
B-SMILE for the construction
of advanced elevated roads,
flyovers, and grade separators
across six of the city’s most
congested traffic junctions.
The comprehensive package

carries an estimated total in-
vestment of 1,640 crore, aim-
ing to streamline vehicular
flow and significantly cut
down travel times.

The ambitious project out-
lines strategic interventions
across critical bottlenecks
throughout the metropolitan

area. Among the key develop-
ments is a planned loop flyover
stretching from Minerva Circle
to Hudson Circle, connecting
the existing Balagangadha-
ranatha Swamiji Flyover to-
ward Town Hall alongside a
direct link from Sangolli
Rayanna Circle to K.R. Circle
on Nrupathunga Road. Another
major corridor involves an el-
evated highway starting from
Hosur Road, passing through
Anepalya and Adugodi up to
St. John’s Hospital Road,
which is designed to seamless-
ly bypass seven busy intersec-
tions.

Additional engineering proj-
ects include a four-kilometer

road link from Doddaballapura
Road to Kogilu Circle via the
Old Yelahanka route, and a
four-and-a-half-kilometer
grade separator on Pipeline
Road stretching from Rajaji-
nagar through Mahalakshmi
Layout and Nandini Layout to
the Outer Ring Road. Further-
more, plans feature a split fly-
over at the OI Junction on Tu-
makuru Road and a dedicated
new flyover at Konanakunte
Cross on Kanakapura Road.
Once completed, these six vital
projects are expected to trans-
form Bengaluru’s traffic net-
work, bringing much-needed
relief to motorists navigating
the tech capital.
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'Evil traits must be eradicated,
says MP Basavaraj Bommai

Bommai praises the temple committee’s renovation work on Vijayadashami,
saying Navaratri’s nine days symbolise the victory of good over evil

Holiday likely for
schools today in
Dakshina Kannada

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

All Anganwadis and gov-
ernment, aided and pri-

vate schools in Dakshina
Kannada district are
expected to remain
closed on Thursday,

October 22, following the
Navaratri festivities.

As celebrations on the
final day of Navaratri are
scheduled to continue
until late Wednesday
night, concerns were
raised that students
would face difficulties
attending school the fol-
lowing morning.

Members of the public
brought the matter to the
attention of District
In-charge Minister U.T.
Khader, who instructed
the Deputy Commissioner
to take appropriate
action. According to
sources, the Deputy
Commissioner decided to
declare a holiday for edu-
cational institutions
across the district. An
official notification was
expected to be issued
shortly, the report stated.

Sahyadri College
partners with RV
Skills for chip
design training

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Sahyadri College of
Engineering and
Management, Mangaluru,
has signed an agreement
with RV Skills Design
Center, Bengaluru, to
strengthen semiconduc-
tor education and techni-
cal skills.

The Memorandum of
Understanding aims to
provide BE and M. Tech
students with practical

training and industry
exposure in chip design

technologies.

The collaboration will
focus on VLS| design,
ASIC design, RTL verifica-
tion, physical design and
embedded systems.

Dr. Anush Bekal, Head of
the ECE Department, said
industry-academia part-
nerships would help stu-
dents develop specialised
skills and prepare for
employment opportuni-
ties in the growing semi-
conductor sector.

Maha Prasada
distributed at
Mahashakti Mandira
in Vijayapura

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

On the occasion of
Navaratri, the Mahashakti
Utsava Mandala organ-
ised a Maha Prasada dis-
tribution for devotees at
the Mahashakti Nadadevi
Mandira on Indi Road in
Vijayapura.The temple
was established by
Gangadhara Koralli, a vet-
eran of the Gokak
Movement. Devotees
gathered at the temple to
participate in the religious
occasion and receive the
sacred meal.Those pres-
ent included Layappa
Ingale, secretary of the
Gangadhara Koralli
Foundation, Mahadevi
Koralli, Neelakantha
Koralli, Veena Koralli,
Aditya Koralli, Megharaja.

|, MOHAMED UMAR IQBAL,
S/O Mushtag Ahmed, resi-
dent of No:5/4, Ground Floor,
A Cross, Bismilla Nagar, B G
Road, Bangalore — 560029.
have changed my name
to  MOHAMMAD UMAR
IQBAL, vide affidavit dated:
19.10.2026, before Notary R
BASAWARAJA, Bengaluru.

CH NEWS, GADAG

Former Chief Minister and
MP Basavaraj Bommai said
Vijayadashami was an occa-
sion to overcome negative
qualities such as anger, ha-
tred, jealousy and arrogance
and follow the path of righ-
teousness.

He was speaking at the in-
auguration of the main en-
trance and the Kalasarohana
ceremony at the Gramadevi
Dodda Dyamavva Temple
near Court Circle in Laksh-
meshwar. He offered prayers
and sought the blessings of
the Goddess.

Bommai congratulated the
temple management commit-
tee for undertaking renovation
work on the auspicious occa-
sion of Vijayadashami. He
said the nine days of Na-

varatri symbolised the victory
of good over evil.

Referring to the story of
Ravana, he said that despite
possessing great power, Rav-
ana was destroyed because of
his character flaws. He added
that wealth and power should
not lead to arrogance. Instead,
people should consider them
gifts from God and use their
abilities to serve society.

He said human beings pos-
sessed both good and bad
qualities, and it was important
to recognise and overcome
their weaknesses. People
should strengthen their virtues
and seek the blessings of the
Goddess to lead righteous
lives.

Bommai also highlighted
the importance of village dei-
ties in protecting communities
and preserving traditions. He

said the efforts of Vimalarenu-
ka Veera Muktimuni Swamiji
over the past 20 years were
now helping Mukti Mandira
develop into an important cen-
tre.

Speaking about his associa-
tion with the Guru from Ka-
ladagi, Bommai announced

Wealth and power
should not lead to
arrogance; use them to
serve society

that he would contribute Rs
20 lakh from his MP’s fund
for the temple-related work,
to be released in two instal-
ments.

Recalling his relationship
with senior leader Ganganna
Mahantashettar, he stressed
that public representatives
must remain committed to
their responsibilities and en-
sure that public funds and as-
sets were protected from mis-
use.

He urged everyone to up-
hold honesty, discipline and
public service while working
for the welfare of society.

Farmers call off seven-day protest
after assurance on demands

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Farmers called off their sev-
en-day protest near Sri Ma-
harshi Valmiki Circle in Ka-
laburagi following assurances
that appropriate steps would
be taken to address their de-
mands, including remunera-
tive prices for agricultural
produce and a sugarcane
price of Rs 5,500 per tonne.
The protest, which began on
Tuesday last week under the
leadership of Mahesh Gouda
Subedar, state working presi-
dent of the Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha and Hasiru
Sene, was withdrawn follow-
ing assurances from Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi and
hopes of resolving the farm-
ers’ demands through discus-
sions at the government level.

The farmer leaders submit-
ted a memorandum to Deputy
Commissioner Ikram Sharief,
urging the authorities to take
concrete measures to address
the problems faced by the
farming community.

The farmers expressed
hope that a meeting sched-

uled to be held in New Delhi
on November 26 would ar-
rive at a decision on sugar-
cane prices and other key
demands. They insisted that
the price decided at the meet-
ing should be made applica-
ble to all sugar factories in
Karnataka.

Their major demands in-
clude a sugarcane price of Rs
5,500 per tonne, a tur dal pro-
curement price of Rs 15,000
per quintal and a sugar price
of Rs 60 per kg. They also de-
manded that remunerative
prices for other agricultural
produce be fixed in accor-
dance with the recommenda-
tions of the Dr M.S. Swami-
nathan Commission. Receiv-
ing the memorandum, Deputy
Commissioner Ikram Sharief
said the district was facing
severe drought conditions,
compounded by a shortage of
rainfall and water. Farmers
were also struggling with ris-
ing prices of fertilisers, seeds
and pesticides, he said. The
district administration was se-
riously considering the diffi-
culties faced by farmers, in-

Farmer leaders hand over their memorandum in Kalaburagi

cluding inadequate prices for
their produce and the chal-
lenges confronting tur grow-
ers and cultivators of other
crops, he added.

City Police Commissioner
Dr S.D. Sharanappa, DCP
Shalu, Joint Director of Agri-
culture Samad Patel, GES-
COM Chief Engineer Ven-
katesh and several farmer
leaders were present during
the proceedings. Other farmer
representatives who took part
included Gullappagouda Patil,
Basavaraj Kori, Vijayakumar
Munnur, Veeresh Doddamani,
Jagadish Patil Rajapur, Sidda-
rama Patil, Veeresh Sahukar,
Umapati Patil, Ramesh Hugar,

The farmers’
demands

a tonne for sugarcane

Rs 5,500

a quintal for tur dal

Rs15,000

S.L. Siddu, Kareppa Kara-
gond, Ashok Hugar, Piddappa
Jallagar, Basavaraj Chana-
kote, Sharanagouda Malipatil,
Siddu Hiremath and Mahan-
anda Padashetty.

Mangaladevi Bus Terminal faces delay over road divider dispute

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The commissioning of the
Mangaladevi Bus Terminal in
Mangaluru remains uncertain
due to disagreements between
traffic police and temple au-
thorities over installing road
dividers on Mangaladevi Car
Street.

The terminal, built by Man-
galuru Smart City Ltd. at an
estimated cost of X5 crore,
was inaugurated twice in Feb-
ruary 2025. It was planned to
reduce traffic congestion near
the historic Mangaladevi Tem-
ple by providing space for pri-
vate city buses. However, the
facility has largely remained

unused, except for limited bus
operations during the last
three days of Navaratri.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime and Traffic) K.
Ravi Shankar said road divid-
ers were necessary between
Mangaladevi Circle and the
temple, a stretch of about 500
metres. He said vehicles
parked in the middle of the
road created traffic manage-
ment problems.

Under the revised plan,
buses would enter the termi-
nal from Jeppu Market, pro-
ceed to the temple to pick up
and drop passengers, and then
move towards Mulihithlu
Junction via Morgan’s Gate.

However, Temple Managing
Trustee Arun Kumar Aithal
opposed the installation of
permanent dividers, stating
that they could obstruct the
annual chariot festivals held
during March and Navaratri.
He said the reduced road
width would make it difficult
for the chariot and thousands
of devotees to move safely.

Aithal maintained that the
terminal could be commis-
sioned without installing di-
viders. He urged authorities to
conduct a month-long trial of
the revised bus arrangement
and said the temple manage-
ment had offered space for an
additional bus bay.

Although traffic police have
proposed removable dividers
during festivals, the temple
management remains con-

I5crore

the cost of the terminal,
inaugurated twicein
February 2025 and still
largely unused

cerned about their impact on
public movement.

The disagreement continues
to delay the terminal’s full op-
eration, despite its intended
role in easing congestion near
the temple.

Police make an immense
contribution to internal
securlty, says ZP CEO

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Gitte Madhav
Vithal Rao said police person-
nel make an immense contri-
bution to the nation by work-
ing tirelessly to maintain
peace, law and order, and in-
ternal security.

He was speaking after pay-
ing floral tributes at the Police
Martyrs’ Memorial during Po-
lice Commemoration Day ob-
servances held at the police
parade grounds in Bidar on
Wednesday.

Vithal Rao said citizens
could live peacefully because
police personnel perform their
duties with dedication and
commitment. He noted that
thousands of police personnel
have sacrificed their lives in
the line of duty over the years
and stressed that their sacrific-
es must be remembered
throughout the year, not mere-
ly on one designated day.

He also acknowledged the
support and sacrifices of po-
lice personnel’s families,
which enable officers to dis-
charge their responsibilities.
As a gesture of support, he
announced that children of po-
lice martyrs would be offered
education at reduced fees at
his school.

District Superintendent of
Police Pradeep Gunti ex-
plained the historical signifi-
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| party led by Karam Singh |
was ambushed by Chinese
troops while patrolling in

| Ladakh. Ten personnel were |
martyred. The day honours

| themand all police |
personnel who have died in

I_the line of duty. F

cance of Police Commemora-
tion Day. On October 21,
1959, a Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) party led by
Karam Singh was ambushed
by Chinese troops while pa-
trolling in Ladakh. Ten per-
sonnel were martyred and oth-
ers were taken prisoner. The
day is observed annually to
honour their sacrifice and re-
member police personnel who
have died in the line of duty.

Gunti also read out the
names of police personnel
from various states who had
been martyred during the pre-
vious year.

Superintendent of Police
Pradeep Gunti, Additional Su-
perintendent of Police Chan-
drakant Pujari, Bidar DySP
Doodpeer Mulla, Humnabad
DySP Madivalappa, DR DySP
Sharanappa, other police offi-
cers and personnel, and prom-
inent citizens attended the pro-
gramme and paid floral trib-
utes to the martyrs.

Massive protest march on October
23 to demand cancellation of SIR

Samyukta Horata Karnataka Commit-
tee members at the press conferencein
Kalaburagi

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The Samyukta Horata Karna-
taka Committee will organise
a massive protest march from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Cir-
cle to the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office in Kalaburagi
on October 23, demanding the
cancellation of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. Addressing a
press conference in the city,
committee convener S.B. Ma-
hesh demanded the immediate
withdrawal of the SIR pro-
cess, the removal of Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and the resto-
ration of the names of 13
crore voters allegedly being
removed from electoral rolls
across the country.

He also drew attention to
the severe drought situation in
Karnataka and urged the gov-
ernment to release adequate

The committee’s
demands

— Withdraw the SIR of
electoral rolls

— Release drought-relief funds
without delay

— Rs 50,000 an acre for
drought-hit farmers

— Year-round jobs for rural
people

drought-relief funds without
delay. The committee de-
manded employment for rural
people throughout the year
and compensation of at least
Rs 50,000 per acre for farm-
ers affected by drought. It
also called upon the govern-
ment to fulfil all the demands
of sugarcane growers imme-
diately.

Mahesh said the protest
aimed to highlight concerns
over the electoral revision
process, drought-related hard-
ships and farmers’ demands.
Bheemashankar Madiyal,
Umapati Patil, Prabhudev
Yalasangi, Bhimeshetti Yam-
palli, Mareyappa Halli, Pan-
durang Mavinakar and others
were present at the press con-
ference.

Sharanas’ sacrifice helped preserve
Vachana literature, says Seer

CH NEWS, BHALKI

The Sharanas sacrificed their
lives to protect Vachana liter-
ature, and their efforts have
helped preserve it for future
generations, said Dr. Basaval-
inga Pattadevaru.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over the Vachana Sahi-
tya Pallakki Pooje at Hiremath
Samsthana in Bhalki on
Wednesday. The event was
organised as part of the Mara-
nave Mahanavami and Kalya-
na Kranti Vijayotsava celebra-
tions.

Dr. Pattadevaru said the
struggle of the Sharanas to
protect Vachana literature,
from Kalyana to Ulavi, was
memorable. He urged people
not only to study the Vachanas
but also to follow their teach-
ings in daily life and develop
awareness of Vachana values.

Minister for Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayat Raj Esh-

war Khandre, who is also the
district in-charge minister,
performed the Pallakki Pooje
and recited Vachanas during
the programme.

Several religious leaders
and dignitaries attended the
event, including Gurubasava
Pattadevaru, Mahalinga Ma-
haswami, Shivabasava Swa-
mi, Siddabasava Swami, for-
mer MLA Prakash Khandre,
Subhash Karamunge, Kiran
Khandre, Basavaraj Mare,

Rajkumar Hosadodde, San-
tosh B.G. Patil, Mallamma R.
Patil and Sunil Honnale.

Raju Jubare delivered the
introductory remarks, while
Deepak Thamake compered
the programme.

The event highlighted the
importance of preserving
Vachana literature and carry-
ing forward the values and
teachings of the Sharanas for
future generations.

Rotary Cricket Premier League to
begin in Bidar on October 23

CH NEWS, BIDAR

The third season of the Rotary
Cricket Premier League
(RCPL), organised by the Ro-
tary Club of Bidar Silver Star,
will be held from October 23
to 25 at the Guru Nanak Engi-
neering College grounds in
Bidar.

Announcing this at a press
conference on Wednesday,
club president Spoorthi Dhan-
nur said the tournament aimed
to promote sportsmanship
among Rotary members and
youth, encourage physical fit-
ness and support social ser-
vice activities.

A total of eight teams, fea-
turing 122 registered players,
will participate in the tourna-
ment. Players were selected
through an auction process
similar to the Indian Premier
League (IPL). The event is
being organised with the sup-
port of team owners, Rotary
members, sports enthusiasts

and donors.

The winning team will re-
ceive a trophy and a cash
prize of 350,000, sponsored
by Basavaraj Patil. The run-
ners-up will receive a trophy
and 325,000, sponsored by
Santosh Talampalli of the Ta-
lampalli Group. Former Min-
ister Rajashekhar Patil, Legis-
lative Council member Chan-
drashekhar Patil and Bhimrao
Patil have also extended their
support.

Dhannur said the previous
editions had generated funds
for social welfare. Around X7
lakh from the first edition was
used to support cancer pa-
tients, while more than %15
lakh from the second edition
helped over 50 talented stu-
dents from economically dis-
advantaged families pursue
their education.

This year’s tournament car-
ries the theme “Empower the
Girl Child — Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao”.

Raichurhosts
multilingual poets’
gathering for Dasara

CH NEWS, Raichur

The Raichur City Municipal
Corporation organised a mul-
tilingual poets’ gathering at Mak-
ka Darwaza as part of the state
festival Dasara, with speakers
urging poets to promote public
awareness, civic responsibility
and social harmony through their
writings.

Municipal Commissioner
Zubin Mohapatra, addressing the
gathering, said poets should act as
vigilant voices in society and alert
the administration to public con-
cerns. He urged them to compose
poems highlighting urban clean-
liness and environmental protec-
tion, adding that selected poems
would be set to music and used in
public awareness campaigns.

Referring to Raichur’s rich lit-
erary heritage, Mohapatra re-
called the patronage extended to
poets during the Vijayanagara
Empire.
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Carplunges into
lake, claiming
three lives

CH NEWS, KODAGU

A couple and their four-
year-old daughter died
after their car plunged

into a lake at Banangala,

near Siddapura, on

Tuesday night. The
deceased were identified
as Vijesh, 36, a resident of

Siddapura High School

Paisari, his wife Pamitha,
34, and their daughter

Liya, 4. According to
reports, the accident
occurred when the car
went out of the driver’s
control while the family
was travelling from

Siddapura to Banangala
village. On Wednesday,

plantation workers
spotted the submerged
vehicle and alerted the
authorities. The bodies
were found inside the car.

Siddapura police visited

the spot and initiated an

investigation into the
incident.

Madhvacharya
Jayanti celebrated
in Dakshina
Kannada

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Madhvacharya Jayanti
was celebrated at Tulu
Bhavana in Mangaluru on
Wednesday. The event
was jointly organised by
the Dakshina Kannada
District Administration,
Zilla Panchayat and
Department of Kannada
and Culture. Dr.
Rajagopalachar, Director
of the Sri Vadiraja
Research Foundation,
Udupi, delivered a special
lecture on
Madhvacharya'’s contribu-
tions and teachings. He
said serving the poor
should be considered an
offering to God.
Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, T.M. Shaheed
Tekkil, Chairman of the
State Minimum Wages
Advisory Board, praised
Madhvacharya as a great
philosopher who worked
for everyone’s welfare,
regardless of caste, reli-
gion or wealth. Taranath
Gatti Kapikad also spoke
at the event. Rajesh G.
welcomed the gathering,
Subrahmanya Prasad
Koriyar delivered the vote
of thanks, and Ganesh
Hebbar compered the
programme.

Bandar Friends
collect 175 units at
mega blood camp

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Bandar Friends (Regd.),
Mangaluru, organised a
mega blood donation
camp on Tuesday at
Zeenath Baksh Yatheem
Khana Hall in Bandar, in
collaboration with
Yenepoya Speciality
Hospital, Kodialbail, and
Yenepoya Medical
College, Deralakatte. A
total of 175 donors partici-
pated, contributing 175
units of blood. Haji
Sirajuddin Faizi offered
prayers, while former
Mayor K. Ashraf, Vice-
President of the Muslim
Central Committee, pre-
sided over the pro-
gramme. MUDA
Chairman Santosh Kumar
Shetty, MLC Ivan D'Souza,
Yenepoya Group Director
Abdullah Javed and for-
mer MLA Moideen Bava
were among those who
attended. Bandar Friends
President M.K. Fayaz,
Honorary President
Shihab A.R. and Treasurer
Abdul Sattar were pres-
ent. Sharik Kudroli deliv-
ered the welcome
address.

Police martyrs’ sacrifice
remembered on
Commemoration Day

Hadapad said police personnel sacrifice family
time to fight criminals within society, and that rising
cybercrime demands greater technical skills

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The sacrifices of police per-
sonnel in maintaining peace
and order must always be
remembered, and their fami-
lies must receive support,
said Second Additional and
Sessions Judge Gangadhara
Channabasappa Hadapad.

He was speaking at the Po-
lice Commemoration Day
programme held at the Dis-
trict Armed Reserve (DAR)
parade grounds in Chitradu-
rga on Wednesday. He paid
floral tributes at the martyrs’
memorial and honoured po-
lice personnel who lost their
lives in the line of duty.

October 21 is observed as
Police Commemoration Day
in memory of 10 Central Re-
serve Police Force personnel
who were killed while fight-
ing Chinese soldiers along
the India-China border in
1959.

Hadapad said police per-
sonnel often sacrifice time
with their families to protect
the public. Unlike soldiers
guarding national borders,
police officers face criminals
within society. He added that
growing cybercrime and oth-
er criminal activities have
made police work and tech-
nical skills increasingly im-
portant.

Dedication to duty
remains police’s
greatest honour

Zilla Panchayat Chief Exec-
utive Officer Dr. Akash S.

154

police personnel died
on duty across India

of them were from
Karnataka

CRPF personnel killed
on October 21,1959

praised the police for ensur-
ing the successful conduct of
recent district events, includ-
ing the Ganesha festival and
immersion processions.

He described police ser-
vice as a thankless job and
advised personnel to perform
their duties sincerely without
expecting public apprecia-
tion. He also stressed the im-
portance of maintaining
good health, warning that
work-related stress and other
health problems could have
serious consequences.

District Superintendent of
Police Kushal Chouksey said
154 police personnel across
the country, including five
from Karnataka, had died in
the line of duty. He read out
their names and paid floral

tributes at the memorial.

Additional Superintendent
of Police Shivakumar, police
training institute principal P.
Papanna, Home Guards Dis-
trict Commandant C.K.
Sandhya and other officials
also paid their respects.

The programme included a
ceremonial gun salute, low-
ering of the police flag to
half-mast, the national an-
them and two minutes of si-
lence. The flag was later
raised, and the police band
played the hymn “Abide
with Me.”

Police officers, personnel
and members of the public
attended the programme to
honour the martyrs and re-
member their service to soci-
ety.

Hariprasad visits
Kudroli, seeks
Sharadamba
blessings
CH NEWS,MANGALURU

On the occasion of Dasara
Mahotsav, KPCC Working
President and MLC BK
Hariprasad visited the
city's Kudroli Sri Gokar-
nanath temple on Tuesday
evening and offered special
prayers.

He arrived at the site as
part of a coastal tour and
was warmly welcomed by
the temple management
and Congress leaders. Lat-
er, he had darshan of Sri
Gokarnanatheshwara in the
sanctum sanctorum, had
darshan of Goddess Shara-
da and Navadurga installed
in the Durbar Hall and of-
fered flowers. Then he
went to the presence of
Brahmashri Narayana Guru
and performed Mahaman-
galaarti and prayed.

Speaking to the media
after the darshan, BK Har-
iprasad said, on this holy
occasion of Dussehra festi-
val, I visited the Kudroli
temple and had darshan of
Sharadamba and Brah-
mashri Narayana Gurus. |
prayed to the goddess with
devotion that our Karnata-
ka state will get great pros-
perity and the people will
be well in every way.

On this occasion, Dak-
shina Kannada District
Congress Committee Pres-
ident and Constituency
Treasurer Padmaraj R Poo-
jary, former MLC, MES-
COM President Harish Ku-
mar and other prominent
Congress leaders and tem-
ple office bearers were
present. After the Kudroli
Darshan, they went to Sri
Venkataramana Temple in
Mangalore and Uchila Ma-
halakshmi Dasara Mahot-
sava.

‘Madhvacharya’s philosophy
remains an eternal
ideal today

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy
said Madhvacharya’s Dvaita
philosophy and teachings re-
main relevant in addressing
growing unrest and conflicts
across the world.

He was speaking at the Sri
Madhvacharya Jayanti cele-
bration held at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office hall on
Wednesday. The programme
was organised by the District
Administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, City Municipal Council
and the Department of Kanna-
da and Culture.

Kumaraswamy said great
thinkers such as Shankaracha-
rya, Ramanujacharya, Madh-
vacharya and Basavanna
shared valuable messages
through their lives. He noted
that selfishness was increas-
ing unrest and violence, and
said society could achieve
peace by studying and practis-
ing their teachings.

He added that the govern-
ment had decided to celebrate
Madhvacharya Jayanti offi-
cially. However, the event
was held simply due to the
Model Code of Conduct for
Legislative Council elections.
He urged people to protect
their cultural heritage and
pass traditions on to future
generations. Madhvacharya’s
installation of the Sri Krishna
idol in Udupi and establish-
ment of the Ashta Mathas
were also highlighted.

P.S. Manjunath, president of
the Brahmana Sangha, said
Jayanti celebrations would be-
come meaningful only when
people followed the teachings
of great thinkers in their daily
lives. He welcomed the gov-
ernment’s decision to cele-
brate Madhvacharya Jayanti
and appealed for similar offi-
cial recognition of Ramanu-

SR L

The Sri Madhvacharya Jayantl celebra
tion at the Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice hallin Chitradurga

Highlights

— Madhvacharya’s philosophy
can help resolve global
unrest

— The government has decided
to celebrate Madhvacharya
Jayanti officially

— Official recognition sought
for Ramanujacharya Jayanti

— His 37 Sarvamula texts
continue to guide people

jacharya Jayanti.

Prabhanjanachar, an admin-
istrator at Uttaradi Matha, ex-
plained Madhvacharya’s spir-
itual contributions and his
efforts to promote knowledge
and the welfare of all living
beings. He also highlighted
Madhvacharya’s commitment
to justice and integrity.

The 37 Sarvamula texts au-
thored by Madhvacharya con-
tinue to guide people, speak-
ers noted. They also said the
Advaita, Vishishtadvaita and
Dvaita philosophies aimed to
guide humanity towards a
righteous life.

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing T.K. Nagaraja Rao,
Vadiraj, Dwarakanath, Va-
sudevamurthy and Vidwan
Raghavachar, attended the
programme. Usha and Yellap-
pa from the Department of
Kannada and Culture were
also present. Dr. Naveen Mas-
kal served as the master of
ceremonies.

Somanna’s sudden turn cuts short
Shivamogga Dasara procession

The fallen silver ambari durlng the Jamboo Savarl in Shlvamogga

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

The Dasara Jamboo Savari
procession in Shivamogga
was cut short after elephant
Somanna, carrying the silver
ambari, suddenly changed its
route and turned back. The
ceremonial howdah, carrying
the idol of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari, fell to the
ground and was damaged.
The procession had started
from Shivappa Nayaka Palace
in the city’s Kote area. During
the event, Somanna deviated

The ceremonial
howdah, carrying the
idol of Goddess
Chamundeshwari, fell
to the ground and was
damaged

from the designated route,
causing the ambari to fall and
creating panic among the peo-
ple gathered to witness the
procession.

As the elephant moved
through the area, two cars and

three motorcycles were also
damaged. The unexpected
movement frightened the
crowd, prompting people to
scatter in different directions.

Forest Department person-
nel launched an operation to
bring Somanna under control
following the incident. The
authorities halted the Jamboo
Savari midway, bringing the
procession to an early end.

The incident disrupted the
Dasara celebrations and dam-
aged vehicles and the ceremo-
nial ambari.

Police personnel’s sacrifices ensure
peaceful lives, says DC

CH NEWS, KOLAR

Kolar Deputy Commissioner
M.R. Ravikumar said people
could live peacefully because
police personnel and uni-
formed forces worked tireless-
ly to protect society and the
nation despite harsh weather
and various threats.

He was speaking at the Po-
lice Commemoration Day
programme held at the police
parade grounds in Kolar on
Wednesday. He paid floral
tributes at the memorial hon-
ouring police personnel who
sacrificed their lives while
performing their duties.

Ravikumar highlighted the
important role of police per-
sonnel in maintaining internal
security and protecting the
nation. He said their dedica-
tion and sacrifices helped en-
sure public safety and peace.

District Superintendent of
Police Kannika Sikriwal said
154 police officers and per-
sonnel across the country had
lost their lives in the line of
duty during 2025-26. Among
them, five personnel belonged
to Karnataka.

During the programme, the
names of all 154 martyrs who
served in different states,

Police Commemoration Day at the police parade grounds in Kolar on Wednesday

Union Territories and para-
military forces, including the
Border Security Force (BSF),
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), were
read out as a mark of respect.

A ceremonial three-round
gun salute was conducted to
honour the martyrs. The po-
lice flag was lowered to half-
mast, and a two-minute si-
lence was observed. The Last
Post was played during the
tribute ceremony.

The police band later per-
formed the hymn ‘Abide with
Me’ and the patriotic song
‘Saare Jahan Se Achha’ in
memory of the fallen person-
nel.

Additional Superintendents

People can live peacefully
because police personnel
work tirelessly despite
harsh weather and threats

of Police Jagadish and Mani-
sha attended the programme
along with retired police offi-
cers, police staff, media rep-
resentatives and members of
the public. They paid their
respects to the personnel who
laid down their lives in the
line of duty.

The programme highlighted
the courage, dedication and
sacrifices of police personnel
who continue to protect the
public and maintain peace and
order across the country.

CH NEWS, KOLAR

mining following a series of
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payments, the source of the

Kolar halts quarrymg, plans cheposts within 15 days

The Kolar district administra-
tion has decided to halt all

The quarry crackdown

® OCT1

Murali murdered in Devarahalli,
Malur taluk, ina case linked to
illegal mining

® OCTI10

Lakshmana dies under
suspicious circumstances at a
crusher unit near Vemagal

® NOW

All stone quarrying in the
district halted

@® IN15DAYS

Check-posts to monitor stone
transport

stone quarrying operations
immediately to curb illegal

murders, suspicious deaths
and 1orry accidents reported
over the past two months.

Deputy Commissioner
M.R. Ravikumar said check-
posts would be established
across the district within 15
days to monitor stone trans-
portation and prevent illegal
activities. The decision comes
amid growing concerns
among residents and political
leaders over alleged illegal
quarrying and safety issues
near stone quarries and crush-
er units.

Murders, suspicious
deaths raise concerns
On October 1, Murali was
murdered in Devarahalli vil-
lage of Malur taluk in a case
linked to illegal mining. On

A stone quarry in Kolar district

October 10, Lakshmana died

under suspicious circumstanc-

es at a crusher unit in Betta-

hosapura village near Vema-
al.

Earlier, Subed Banerjee, a
native of West Bengal, died in
a lorry accident at the same
facility. Another lorry acci-
dent in Hosahalli claimed the
life of K.B. Ravi, a resident of

emerged that illegal mining is
taking place on government
land, particularly near district
borders. Malur MLA Nanje
Gowda and JD(S) leader Hoo-
di Vijay Kumar were among
those who urged the adminis-
tration to take action.

Check-posts to monitor
stone transport

Ravikumar said personnel
from the Departments of

Mulubagilu

Maluru

Kolar district: deaths were reported in
Malur taluk and near Vemagal

Mines and Geology, Revenue
and Police, along with local
Gram Panchayat staff, would
monitor the proposed check-
posts.

Lorries carrying stone will
be inspected to verify royalty

stone and its destination.
These measures aim to pre-
vent illegal quarrying and un-
authorised transportation.

The district in-charge min-
ister has also assured action
against illegal mining.

The administration’s deci-
sion follows increasing public
concern over the alleged ex-
ploitation of natural resources
and repeated incidents near
quarrying sites. Residents are
now hoping that the immedi-
ate halt and proposed moni-
toring system will improve
safety and bring stone trans-
portation under control.

However, the effectiveness
of these measures will be-
come clear only after their
implementation across the
district.

Bagalur.
Allegations have also
L X X X J
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Bank of Baroda holds
walkathonto

promote integrity

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

Bank of Baroda’s Man-
galuru Zonal Office or-
ganised a walkathon as
part of the Vigilance
Awareness Campaign
2026, promoting integrity
and ethical conduct un-
der the theme ‘Probity for
Prosperity’. More than
200 bank employees par-
ticipated in the walka-
thon, which was flagged
off at 7am by Chief Vigi-
lance Officer Tajvinder
Kaur and chief guest PK.
Mishra, DIG and Coast
Guard Commander, Kar-
nataka. General Manager
and Zonal Head Rajesh
Khanna and other senior
officials attended. Zonal
Vigilance Head Manish
Jaiswal welcomed the
dignitaries. The bank also
organised a vigilance
awareness workshop and
a meeting for senior citi-
zen customers under
Khanna'’s chairmanship.

Shivamogga police
arrest five in ganja
salecase

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Police arrested five
people for allegedly
selling ganja near the
Tunga Upper Bank Ca-
nal on the Shivamog-
ga—Haluru An-
upinakatte main road.
The accused were
identified as Waseem
Akram (24), Nadeem
alias Naddu (21), Nase-
er Sheikh (20), Harshad
Ulla alias Addu (21) and
Shahid Khan alias Ba-
sha Khan (26). Acting
on specific information,
PSI Raghuveer M. of
Tunganagara Police
Station and his team
raided the location and
seized 1.23 kg of ganja
worth 261,500, along
with 400 in cash, sus-
pected to be proceeds
from the sale. A case
has been registered un-
der the NDPS Act at
Tunganagara Police
Station.

Free health check-up
campin Udupi on Oct 25

CH NEWS, UDUPI

A free health check-up
camp will be held on
October 25 as part of
the silver jubilee cele-

brations of the Su-
manasa Kodavoor or-
ganisation. The camp

will take place from 9

a.m.to1p.m.at Vi-
prashri Kalabhavana in
Kodavoor. The pro-
gramme is being organ-
ised in collaboration
with Udupi District Hos-
pital, KMC Manipal,

Adarsha Hospital, Udu-
pi, College of Dental

Sciences, Manipal, Pras-
ad Nethralaya, Udupi,
and HPR Group, Mani-
pal. The camp will pro-

vide several health ser-
vices, including ECG,
blood pressure monitor-
ing, haemoglobin test-
ing, dental check-ups,
cervical and breast can-
cer screenings, skin con-
sultations, bone density
testing, ENT examina-
tions, eye check-ups
and blood grouping.

Doctors will also offer

consultations and guid-
ance on various health

concerns, including
dental problems, diabe-
tes, heart conditions, or-
thopaedic issues, eye
and ear ailments, and
general health prob-
lems. Prakash Kodavoor,
president of the organi-
sation, said the camp
aims to provide people
with access to health
check-ups and medical
advice. The initiative is
expected to help people
identify potential health
issues and understand
the importance of regu-
lar health examinations.

Parameshwara flags off grand
Jambu Savariin Tumakuru

Over 25 cultural troupes showcased Karnataka'’s rich heritage with vibrant
traditional performances, captlvatmg large crowds along the route.

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Deputy Chief Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara flagged off the
grand Jambu Savari proces-
sion in Tumakuru on Vijaya-
dashami as part of the 11-day
Dasara festival, organised on
the lines of the famous Mysu-
ru Dasara celebrations.

The procession began at
Town Hall Circle, where
Parameshwara offered prayers
and floral tributes to the Nan-
di Dhwaja and the idol of
Goddess Chamundeshwari
placed inside the ceremonial
Ambari.

Elephant Lakshmana,
brought from Madikeri, car-
ried the Ambari through the
city. Two other elephants,
both named Lakshmi, from
Nonavinakere Kadasiddhesh-
wara Matha and Tumakuru
Karibasaveshwara Matha, ac-
companied Lakshmana during
the procession.

Festival celebrations were
further enriched by the partic-
ipation of deities from more
than 50 temples across the
city. Bullock carts and police
horses also joined the proces-
sion, attracting the attention
of spectators.

More than 25 cultural
troupes presented traditional
art forms, including Yaksha-
gana, Veeragase, Hulivesha,
Kamsale, Kolata, Kathakali,
Chende Vadya, Nashik Dhol,
Garudi Gombe and Keelu
Kudure. The performances

The Jambu Savari procession sets off from Town Hall Circle in Tumakuru on Vijayadashami

showcased Karnataka’s rich
cultural heritage and enter-
tained the large crowds gath-
ered along the route.

Despite the scorching sun,
Parameshwara participated in
the procession along with
elected representatives, dis-
trict officials and members of
the public. Thousands of peo-
ple gathered on both sides of
the roads to witness the cele-
brations.

MLAs T.B. Jayachandra
and Jyothi Ganesh, Kannika
Parameshwara, former minis-
ter Sogadu Shivanna, Deputy

Commissioner Shubha Kaly-
an, Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Ashwija and
Superintendent of Police K.V.
Ashok attended the event.

Other officials, including
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. N. Thippeswamy,
Additional Superintendents of
Police Gopal and Purush-
otham, and City Corporation
Commissioner Shubha, were
also present.

The grand procession high-
lighted Tumakuru’s cultural
traditions and brought togeth-
er residents to celebrate Vi-

Highlights

— Deputy Chief Minister flags
off grand procession

— Elephant Lakshmana carries
ceremonial Ambari howdah

— Deities from over 50 temples
join the procession

— Over 25 cultural troupes
showcase diverse folk arts

— Thousands of citizens gather
to witness celebrations

— Festival aims to preserve
local cultural heritage

jayadashami with devotion
and enthusiasm.

Amaresh Karadi joins grand
Jambu Savari in Anegundi

CH NEWS, GANGAVATHI

The traditional Jambu Savari
procession was held with
great enthusiasm in Anegundi,
Gangavathi taluk, on Vijaya-
dashami. Congress leader Am-
aresh Karadi participated in
the celebrations on Wednes-
day and accompanied the
grand procession.

Karadi expressed pride that
this year’s Mysuru Dasara
was inaugurated by Sri Abhi-
nava Gavisiddeshwara of
Gavimatha. He recalled the
seer’s message on protecting
farmers, preserving cultural
values and safeguarding the
environment.

The seer had highlighted
the struggles of farmers who
work in difficult weather con-
ditions to produce food. He
also stressed the need to teach
children traditional values,
cultural heritage and Basa-
vanna’s Vachanas alongside
modern technology. He urged
people to protect natural re-
sources, noting that environ-
mental destruction had con-
tributed to drought conditions
in several parts of Karnataka.

Karadi prayed for good
post-monsoon rains and a
plentiful harvest to support
farmers facing drought in the
state and district.

He also highlighted Ane-
gundi’s historical importance
and its connection with the
Vijayanagara Empire. The re-
gion has a rich heritage of lit-
erature, music, art, religion
and royal traditions. The pro-
cession reflected the area’s
cultural significance and long-
standing Dasara customs.

During his visit, Karadi met
descendants of the Anegundi

At the Vijayadashami Jambu Savari cel-
ebrations in Anegundi

‘ | pray to God for

favorable rainfall, a
bountiful crop, and good
market prices in the
Koppal district.”

— Amaresh Karadi,
Congress leader

royal family, including Lalita
Rani Srirangadevarayalu, Sri-
krishnadevarayalu, Harihara
Devarayalu and Bukka De-
varayalu, and sought the
blessings of the elders.

The procession featured art-
ists dressed as characters from
mythological stories, along
with several traditional cultur-
al troupes. Wearing a tradi-
tional North Karnataka dhoti
and jubba, Karadi encouraged
the performers by playing the
dollu, a traditional drum, and
joined the procession.

Contractor Haribabu, for-
mer Sanapura Gram Pancha-
yat member Raghuvarma,
Kupparaju, Ajeya Raju, Shra-
vankumar Raikar, Chandra
Prasad Jain, Gaviyappa Kuri
and Bharamappa Lingadahal-
li were among those present.

The celebrations brought
together cultural traditions,
historical heritage and prayers
for farmers’ welfare and pros-

perity.

Udupl Dlocese ordains three deacons as prlests

1A

The newly ordained priests with clergy at Mllagres Cathedral Kallianpur
CH NEWS, UDUPI

Three deacons of the Diocese
of Udupi were ordained as
priests by Bishop Most Rev.
Leslie Clifford D’Souza at
Milagres Cathedral, Kallian-
pur, on Wednesday.

The newly ordained priests
are Rev. Kevin D’Souza of
Padukone, Rev. Steevan
D’Souza of Nidpalli and Rev.
Shawn Savio Andrade of
Kemmannu.

During the solemn Eucha-
ristic celebration, priests
joined the bishop in praying
for the candidates and placing
their hands on their heads.

Priesthood involves
humility, service to God
and responsibility
towards the people, the
bishop said

The bishop then anointed
their hands with sacred oil ac-
cording to Catholic Church
rites.

In his homily, Bishop Les-
lie D’Souza said priesthood
involved humility, service to
God and responsibility to-
wards the people. He thanked
the families who had offered
their sons for priestly ministry
and encouraged parents to in-
spire more young people to
consider the vocation.

The newly ordained priests
participated in the altar ser-
vice for the first time and dis-
tributed Holy Communion to
the faithful.

Rev. Kevin D’Souza, born
in 1995, holds a Bachelor of
Commerce degree from St
Philomena College, Puttur.
Rev. Steevan D’Souza, born
in 1997, holds a Bachelor of
Social Work degree from the
same college. Both completed

their seminary formation and
pastoral ministry in various
parishes.

Rev. Shawn Savio Andrade,
born in 1989, holds degrees in
Business Management and
Social Work from Milagres
College, Kallianpur. Before
entering the seminary in 2018,
he worked with development
projects in Bengaluru and
Kolkata.

Vicar General Monsignor
Francis F. Lewis, Chancellor
Rev. Steven D’Souza, Public
Relations Officer Rev. Denis
D’Sa and several parish
priests attended the ceremo-
ny. Rev. Wilson D’Souza
served as master of ceremo-
nies.

The ordination marked an
important occasion for the di-
ocese, bringing together cler-
gy, families and faithful to
welcome the three new priests
into their ministry.

Gadag hosts ‘Eva Nammava’ tribute
to Siddalinga Mahaswamy

CH NEWS, GADAG

A special programme titled
‘Eva Nammava’, featuring
poetry, painting, dance and
speeches, will be held on
Thursday, October 22, at 5.30
pm at Sri Jagadguru Ton-
tadarya Mutt in Gadag to
mark the eighth commemora-
tion of Dasohi Dr. Siddalinga
Mahaswamy of Tonta.

The programme is jointly
organised by Color House
Cultural Forum and Sri
Jagadguru Tontadarya Sans-
than Math. Dr. Veeranna Ra-
jura, president of the Dr.
M.A. Kalaburgi National
Foundation, Dharwad, will
inaugurate the event. Prof.
Siddu Yapalaparavi, chief ed-
itor of Vachana TV, will pre-
side. Dr. Y.M. Bhajantri, a
retired Kannada professor,
will deliver the poets’ felicita-
tion address.

WHEN  Thursday, October
22,5.30 pm

Sri Jagadguru
Tontadarya Mutt,
Gadag

WHERE

WHAT Poetry, painting,

dance and speeches

BY Color House Cultural
Forum and Sri
Jagadguru
Tontadarya
Sansthan Math

Dr. Siddarama Mahaswamy
of Tonta and other religious
leaders will attend the pro-
gramme.

Several poets will partici-
pate in the poetry session,
while artist Dr. Kamala
Ahmed and other artists will
create portraits of Siddalinga
Mahaswamy. Hubballi-based
artist Raju Bedegowdra will

pay tribute through art.

A musical tribute will be
presented by artists Mrityun-
jaya Hiremath, Gurunath Su-
tara, Akshata Hiremath and
Pavani Munavalli. The Rajes-
hwari Kalakutira team of
Gadag will perform a dance
tribute composed by Gaja-
nana Vernekar.

Dr. Dattaprasanna Patil and
Smt. Sumana Patil will nar-
rate the programme titled
‘Eva Nammava’.

Math administrator Dr. S.S.
Pattanashetty, cultural thinker
Dr. G.B. Patil and other digni-
taries will participate in the
event.

The programme aims to
honour Siddalinga Mahas-
wamy’s contributions through
literature, art and cultural per-
formances, organisers Shanta-
kumar B. Bhajantri and Vi-
jaya Kiresur said in a press
release.

Karwar forest team clears 4 OOO kg of beach plastic

CH NEWS, KARWAR

The Coastal and Marine Eco-
system Unit of the Karwar
Forest Department has col-
lected around 4,000 kg of
plastic waste through
beach-cleaning operations
along the coastline from Ma-
jali to Ankola, marking a
major effort to protect ma-
rine life and reduce pollu-
tion.

The waste was collected
over 22 days of active oper-
ations during a three-month
period. It was segregated and
handed over to the respective
Urban Local Bodies for
proper disposal, with official
acknowledgements obtained
from the authorities.

The department’s officers
and staff conduct regular
weekly beach-cleaning
drives and also participate in
programmes organised by
other organisations. These
efforts aim to achieve a plas-
tic-free coastline, cleaner
seas and safer marine biodi-
versity.

Plastic bottles, bags and
food packaging discarded
along beaches threaten fish,
turtles and other marine
creatures. Ocean currents
carry waste to distant areas,
while broken-down plastics

Forest staff W|th the plast|c waste collected along the coast between Ma-

jaliand Ankola

form microplastics that may
enter the food chain. Remov-
ing plastic waste helps re-
duce the pressure on coastal
and marine ecosystems.

However, collecting waste
alone cannot solve the prob-
lem. Reducing plastic con-
sumption, recycling and
avoiding littering are equally
important. Tourists, fisher-
folk, residents and business
owners must adopt environ-
mentally friendly practices to
achieve lasting results.

The cleaning operations
are carried out by Range
Forest Officers, Deputy
Range Forest Officers, For-
est Guards and Forest
Watchers under the leader-
ship of the Deputy Conserva-
tor of Forests, Karwar, and
the guidance of the Assistant
Conservators of Forests in
Karwar and Ankola subdivi-
sions.

Range Forest Officer Ga-

4,000 kg

plastic waste collected

22 3

days of beach cleaning

months, Majali to
Ankola
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Karwar coast: the clean-up ran from
Majali to Ankola

janan S. Naik said protecting
the coast was a shared respon-
sibility and called on tourists
to dispose of plastic and food
packaging responsibly.

He stressed that small ac-
tions by visitors could help
preserve clean beaches and
protect the natural environ-
ment for future generations.
Continued public participa-
tion, responsible waste dis-
posal and regular cleaning
drives remain essential to
safeguarding marine biodi-
versity and maintaining a
healthy coastline.

Mangaluru workshop trains educators
in practical Al applications

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A two-day workshop organ-
ised by Carmel Kiran Media
has trained 25 participants in
using artificial intelligence
(AI) for teaching, research
and digital content creation.
The programme was held at
Infant Jesus Shrine, Bikar-
nakatte, on October 20 and
21.

The workshop focused on
practical Al applications, in-
cluding educational resource
development, video produc-
tion, research, social media
communication and lives-
treaming.

Leo Victor, a Google- and
Oracle-certified Al trainer,
demonstrated prompt engi-
neering using ChatGPT, Goo-
gle Gemini and Qwen. Partic-
ipants were also introduced to

NotebookLM for research,
MagicSchool for educational
activities and Google Flow
for Al-powered video cre-
ation.

Journalist Fr Jocy Sidda-
katte conducted sessions on
social media content creation
and personal branding. Fr
Kiran Lobo explained mobile
photography and videogra-
phy, while Vijay D’Souza of
VL Media led a session on
YouTube livestreaming.

Participants explored how
Al tools could support lesson
planning, classroom engage-
ment, multimedia storytelling
and digital communication.
Teachers expressed interest in
applying these tools in their
classrooms.

The organisers provided
Canva for Education resourc-
es and InVideo Studio offer-
ings, valued at 315,000 per
participant. Three participants
received the Premium Cine-
matic Studio app, valued at
325,000 each, while three oth-
ers received ShowcaseAl re-
sources.

The initiative aimed to
equip educators and media
professionals with practical
Al skills and encourage the
responsible use of emerging
technologies in their profes-
sional activities.
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CAN BJP-JDS ALLIANCE
OVERCOME HISTORY
BEFORE 2028?

MANJUNATH G.Y.

ring pattern of power-sharing disputes, leadership rival-

ﬁ lliances are not new to Karnataka politics. But the recur-

ries and MLA dissatisfaction in every alliance experi-
ment forces us to ask how much our political parties have ac-
tually learnt from history. As the BJP and Janata Dal (Secular)
prepare jointly for the 2028 Assembly elections, the risk of old
mistakes repeating themselves cannot be overlooked. In July

2026, leaders of both parties
formed a coordination com-
mittee and announced their
resolve to face the next elec-
tions together. Yet, just a
month earlier, cross-voting in
the Legislative Council polls
exposed cracks in discipline
and coordination. Such devel-
opments do not seal the fate
of the alliance, but they serve
as a timely reminder that de-
clared unity on stage and uni-
ty on the ground are two dif-
ferent things.

The fundamental question
before the alliance is simple:
Is consolidating the anti-Con-
gress vote enough, or does it
need to present a credible al-
ternative vision of gover-
nance? In 2023, Congress

won 135 seats with 42.88% vote share, while the BJP was re-
duced to 66 seats with 36% and the JDS to 19 seats with
13.29%. Merely adding up the opposition vote shares to 49.29%
and assuming victory is statistical oversimplification and polit-
ical naivety. Will a BJP voter in coastal Karnataka willingly
vote for a JDS candidate in Old Mysore? Will a JDS worker in
Hassan campaign sincerely for a BJP nominee? Will ticket as-
pirants who are denied accept the alliance dharma, or will they
turn rebels? These are the real questions that decide elections,

not arithmetic on paper.

Lessons from 1983 t0 2019

Karnataka’s history offers stark warnings. In 1983, the Janata
Party won 95 seats against Congress’s 82, and Ramakrishna
Hegde formed the first non-Congress government with outside
support from the BJP. It was a historic experiment in anti-Con-
gress unity. In 2004, the BJP emerged as the single largest par-
ty with 79 seats, followed by Congress with 65 and JDS with
58. The Congress-JDS coalition that followed collapsed when
JDS withdrew support and joined the BJP in 2006, making H.D.
Kumaraswamy Chief Minister. That alliance too broke over the
contentious power-transfer agreement, leading to the fall of B.S.
Yediyurappa’s seven-day government in 2007.

History repeated in 2018. The BJP won 104 seats, Congress
78 and JDS 37. The Congress-JDS government formed to keep
the BJP out lasted barely 14 months. On July 23, 2019, it lost
the trust vote by 99 votes to 105, leading to Kumaraswamy’s
exit. The lesson is consistent: post-poll power calculations can
give temporary success, but political trust cannot be ensured by
a signature on an agreement. The leaders of the 2028 alliance
must internalize this lesson not just in speeches, but in organi-

zational practice.

The Vokkaliga Vote Myth

A large part of the alliance’s optimism rests on Old Mysore. The
JDS’s organizational strength in Mandya, Hassan, Ramanagara,
Tumakuru and Mysuru cannot be denied. But assuming that all
Vokkaliga votes will automatically transfer to the alliance is a
gross oversimplification. Community is only one factor among
many. Local candidate credibility, agrarian distress, develop-
ment work, and trust in leadership matter equally. Moreover,
Congress has in D.K. Shivakumar a prominent Vokkaliga lead-
er whose influence in the region could redefine the contest. No
community’s vote is the private property of any party. Without
constituency-wise data and credible surveys, any claim about
en bloc vote transfer remains speculative.

The Chief Minister Conundrum

The most sensitive issue remains the Chief Minister’s post. It
is politically natural for JDS to project Kumaraswamy, but dis-

‘ The ultimate lesson

from Karnataka’s
past is clear: coming
together for poweris a
political tactic; earning the
people’s trust to win
power and retaining it is
political capability.
Whether the BJP-JDS
alliance has learnt this
difference will be tested in
2028.”

— Manjunath G.Y.

cussion is not a decision. No
official, joint declaration has
been made by the alliance
naming him as the CM face.
The BJP has its own ambition
to expand its base in the state,
while JDS wants to protect its
regional stronghold and bar-
gain for greater power. Bal-
ancing these competing ambi-
tions is the true test of leader-
ship. Last-minute fights over
seat-sharing, candidate selec-
tion and campaign leadership
can erode credibility. Given
the bitter experience of 2006-
07, postponing the leadership

question until after the polls would be a risky gamble.

ATest for Both Sides

The 2023 majority is not permanent insurance for Congress.
Price rise, unemployment, farmers’ issues, infrastructure bot-
tlenecks and the delivery of guarantee schemes will be judged
by voters in 2028. But that does not guarantee Congress’s defeat
either. The Opposition cannot win merely by criticizing the gov-
ernment. It must offer a believable alternative. The 2028 elec-
tion is still a future contest. Current numbers, past falls and
present statements are tools for analysis, not guarantees of

results.

— LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ———

Protecting Mothers from
Rising Heat

The World Health Organization’s
new framework tracking extreme
heat risks for pregnant women
and newborns highlights an ur-
gent, overlooked crisis. Rising
global temperatures are no longer
just an environmental issue; they
represent a direct public health
emergency for our most vulnera-
ble populations. Municipalities
must immediately integrate heat-
health action plans, upgrade
shade infrastructure, and protect
maternal health before rising sea-
sonal temperatures cause irrevers-
ible harm. — Mary Vanaja R.

Urgent Need for
Al Regulation
As public sectors and institutions
rapidly recruit Chief Al Officers
and deploy automated services,
guardrails must keep pace with
technological adoption. While
artificial intelligence streamlines
operations and improves re-
sponse times, algorithmic errors
and data privacy breaches re-
main significant risks. Policy-
makers must enforce strict audit-
ing guidelines and transparent
standards to safeguard public
trust while modernizing critical
services.

— Jaikumar A.

AMERICA’S DOUBLE STANDARDS: A
CRISIS OF GLOBAL CREDIBILITY

Lalit Gargg

eing a global super-
Bpower does not entitle

a nation to impose its
will on the world or allow its
might to become an instru-
ment of coercion. The true
worth of power lies in respon-
sibility, fairness and credibili-
ty, not in the number of coun-
tries a nation can threaten or
pressure. Unfortunately, the
policies of US President Don-
ald Trump have raised a fun-
damental question before the
international community: will
the world order be governed
by rules and principles, or by
the convenience and self-in-
terest of powerful nations?
Trump’s recent decision to
purchase Russian diesel has
brought this contradiction into
sharp focus. On October 9,
2026, following a conversa-
tion with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Trump an-
nounced that Russia would
immediately supply more than
300,000 tonnes of diesel to the
American and global markets.
Further supplies of 500,000
tonnes in November and one
million tonnes subsequently
were also announced. The US
administration granted tempo-
rary relief from restrictions on
Russian diesel imports, ac-
cording to international media
reports.

The irony is unmistakable.
Until recently, the United
States had been reprimanding
countries for purchasing Rus-

History judges nations not
simply by the magnitude
of their power, but by the

integrity, wisdom and
responsibility with which
they exercise it.

sian oil. India, in particular,
faced an additional 25 per
cent tariff over its Russian oil
imports, while tougher mea-
sures against countries en-
gaged in Russia’s energy

trade were also proposed. The
Lindsey O. Graham Sanction-
ing Russia and Iran Act of
2026, passed by the US Con-
gress, provided a legislative
basis for the possibility of ad-
ditional tariffs on countries
purchasing Russian energy.
Yet the same America is now
opening its doors to Russian
diesel under pressure from
domestic energy requirements
and rising fuel prices. The
question is not whether the
United States has the right to
secure fuel for its people. Ev-
ery sovereign nation has that
right. The real question is
why a decision portrayed as
morally indefensible when
taken by India, allegedly fi-
nancing Russia’s war machin-
ery, becomes a matter of na-
tional necessity when Ameri-
ca makes it. Does morality
change at national borders?
Are international rules meant
only for weaker nations?

The central contradiction in
Washington’s approach lies in
its selective interpretation of
energy sanctions. The United
States has repeatedly linked
Russian energy purchases to
the financing of the war in
Ukraine. Yet when rising die-
sel prices began burdening
American farmers, truckers
and consumers, the adminis-
tration turned to the very
source it had urged others to
avoid. According to Reuters,

diesel prices in the United
States had reached approxi-
mately $6.28 per gallon on
October 8. With the midterm
elections scheduled for No-
vember 3, rising fuel costs
have become a political chal-
lenge for the Trump adminis-
tration. This reveals the dif-
ference between rhetoric and
reality. When India purchases
Russian oil to protect its
economy, energy security and
millions of consumers, it is
lectured on international mo-
rality. But when American
voters face expensive fuel,
those same principles recede
into the background, giving
way to national interest. What
kind of policy demands ad-
herence to principles from
others while creating excep-
tions for oneself? Preaching
is easy; practising the same
standards is far more diffi-
cult.

The Hindi proverb “Par Up-
desh Kushal Bahutere” —
many are adept at preaching
to others — aptly captures this
American inconsistency. A
country that expects the world
to respect international rules
must demonstrate consisten-
¢y, transparency and account-
ability in its own conduct.
Double standards do more
than weaken the moral stand-
ing of a powerful nation; they
also erode the confidence of
its allies and strategic part-

ners. For India, the issue is
particularly significant. The
country depends heavily on
imported petroleum to meet its
energy needs. Oil procurement
is therefore not merely a com-
mercial transaction; it directly
affects the national economy,
inflation, transportation, agri-
culture, industry and the ev-
eryday lives of ordinary citi-
zens. Rising global oil prices
increase the cost of fuel,
freight and essential commod-
ities. India’s energy security
consequently depends on reli-
able supplies, affordable prices
and the freedom to make deci-
sions in accordance with its
national interests. Ignoring
these considerations under
pressure from a superpower
would be neither practical nor
prudent. Purchasing Russian
oil does not automatically
amount to endorsing the war
in Ukraine, just as questioning
the fairness or effectiveness of
energy sanctions does not
mean defending military ag-
gression. These are distinct
issues that must be assessed
independently.

Efforts to end the war, safe-
guard Ukraine’s sovereignty
and protect civilian lives re-
main essential. At the same
time, the effectiveness and
fairness of economic sanctions
deserve impartial scrutiny. If
energy purchases are consid-
ered a means of financing war,

the same standard must apply
to every country. Targeting
weaker nations or geopolitical
rivals while permitting excep-
tions when domestic circum-
stances demand them under-
mines the very moral justifica-
tion offered for such restric-
tions. Trump’s decision has
also provoked concern in
Ukraine. President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has criticised the
move as beneficial to Russia,
arguing that it could provide
Moscow with additional re-
sources to sustain the war. The
decision has drawn criticism
from American lawmakers as
well. Trump’s subsequent sug-
gestion that Zelenskyy should
be replaced as Ukraine’s lead-
er has further complicated the
situation.

The question of who leads
a sovereign nation belongs to
its people and its constitution-
al framework. If the United
States presents itself as a
champion of democracy and
freedom, it must also respect
the political sovereignty of
other countries. Peace initia-
tives deserve support, but
placing disproportionate pres-
sure on a nation already suf-
fering from war cannot be
considered just or construc-
tive. This episode offers the
world an important lesson:
being a superpower and being
a trusted power are two differ-
ent things. The former derives
from economic, military and
political resources; the latter
is earned through fairness,
consistency, integrity and re-
sponsible conduct.

The United States remains
one of the world’s most influ-
ential economic and political
powers. However, repeated
inconsistencies in its policies
risk damaging its internation-
al standing and undermining
confidence in its leadership.
The familiar maxim, “As you
sow, so shall you reap,” ap-
plies not only to individuals
but also to nations. A country
that disregards the conse-
quences of its own double
standards may eventually find
its credibility diminished and
its influence weakened.

IAS-HCS SUCCESS: A TEST OF TALENT OR RESOURCEFULNESS?

DR. SATYAVAN
) SAURABH

into administrative ser-

vices like the TAS and
HCS is considered a major
achievement of talent, hard
work, discipline, and ingenu-
ity. Millions of young people
dream of joining these ser-
vices, but only a few succeed.
Amidst this intense competi-
tion, a question repeatedly
arises: are talent and hard
work the sole deciding fac-
tors in these examinations, or
do a candidate’s family back-
ground, economic status, and
social resources also play a
significant role in their suc-
cess? Serious consideration
of this question reveals sever-
al aspects of the inequality of
opportunities that exist in
preparing for administrative
services.

When the success story of
an HCS or IAS topper comes
to light, discussions often re-
volve around their marks,
rank, hard work, and struggle.
Sometimes, it’s also revealed
that the candidate had been
preparing for years or had
qualified for the UPSC Mains
exam multiple times. For ex-
ample, if a candidate persists
after appearing for the IAS
Mains exam six times and ul-
timately succeeds in the state
administrative service, their
hard work is certainly note-
worthy. But this raises anoth-
er question: does every talent-
ed young person have the
opportunity to continue pre-
paring for such a long period?

It’s not appropriate to seek
the answer to this question
solely in personal willpower.
Preparation requires time, fi-
nancial security, and the op-
portunity to bounce back after
setbacks. If a candidate’s fam-
ily has sufficient wealth, par-
ents hold good jobs, or the
family’s regular income is
sufficient to cover the cost of
studying for several years,

In Indian society, selection

that candidate may find rela-
tively favorable conditions for
preparation. In contrast, a
young person from an eco-
nomically disadvantaged fam-
ily is unable to free them-
selves from household re-
sponsibilities even while pre-
paring for a competitive
exam. They must arrange for
books, coaching, and exam
expenses, as well as consider
the family’s livelihood.

This is where the question
of inequality of opportunities
arises.

Suppose two young men
are equally talented. Both
have roughly the same aca-
demic potential. The first
young man’s family has suffi-
cient wealth. They can afford
his living, food, studies, and
exam preparation. He can fo-
cus on his preparation for five
or six years. On the other
hand, the second young man’s
father is a farmer, laborer, or
small-time employee. The
family’s income is limited,
and he has many other re-
sponsibilities at home. He
prepares for competitive ex-
ams, but after a while, he has
to take a job or find another
way to support his family.
The difference between the
two lies not only in talent, but
also in the circumstances in
which their talents develop.

Merely studying the sylla-
bus is not enough to succeed
in competitive exams. Regu-
lar study, awareness of cur-
rent events, answer writing
practice, optional subject
preparation, understanding
interview preparation, and
continuous improvement of
shortcomings are required.
Many candidates benefit from
expensive coaching, good li-
braries, guidance from expe-
rienced teachers, and connec-
tions with knowledgeable
people. On the other hand,
many young people prepare
with the help of materials
available on the internet, old
books, and limited resources.
Digital media has certainly
made access to study materi-

als easier, but the importance
of a calm environment, proper
guidance, and financial secu-
rity remains unchanged.

It should be clear here that
it would be wrong to say that
every candidate from affluent
families succeeds solely be-
cause of privilege. Many
young people selected for ad-

ministrative services achieve
success despite overcoming
difficult circumstances. On
the other hand, many candi-
dates from financially affluent
families also fail. Success re-
quires hard work, intellectual
ability, persistence, under-
standing of the exam, and
mental toughness. Therefore,
the purpose of the debate
should not be to undermine
the achievements of any suc-
cessful candidate, but to un-
derstand how equal opportu-
nities for preparation are
available to young people
living in different social and
economic circumstances.
Similarly, a candidate’s par-
ents holding high positions or
having a family active in pol-
itics is not, in itself, evidence
of unfair advantage. Such
families may possess an un-
derstanding of administrative
systems, better educational
guidance, and an environment
of inspiration. However, it is
also not appropriate to doubt
someone’s abilities based
solely on family background.
It is essential that this issue be
discussed based on evidence
rather than assumptions.

To determine the proportion
of successful IAS and HCS
candidates coming from afflu-
ent families requires system-
atic study. Factors such as the
selected candidates’ family
income, their parents’ occupa-
tion, rural or urban back-
ground, educational expendi-
ture, years of preparation, and

available guidance should be
analyzed. Without reliable
data, claiming that 99.99 per-
cent of successful candidates
come from affluent families
would be factually unfound-
ed. However, the question of
inequality of opportunity un-
derlying this claim should not
be ignored.

The government and rele-
vant institutions should take
concrete steps to make com-
petitive exam preparation
more inclusive. Quality, free
guidance for economically
disadvantaged candidates,
modern libraries at the district
level, digital study centers,
answer-writing practice, guid-
ance from experienced teach-
ers, and transparent financial
assistance for students in need
can be useful. Youth living in
rural areas should also have
access to the same education-
al resources and information
available to those preparing in
larger cities. Furthermore,
regular review is essential to
ensure that the benefits of as-
sistance programs reach truly
needy students.

Officers selected for the ad-
ministrative services will play

a crucial role in understanding
and addressing the problems
of various sections of society
in the future. Therefore, it is
essential that access to these
services promote social diver-
sity and equal opportunities.
While maintaining the fair-
ness of the examination is
crucial, broadening the prepa-
ration opportunities is equally
important.

Ultimately, the question
isn’t why children from afflu-
ent families succeed in ad-
ministrative services. The
question is what obstacles
talented children from eco-
nomically disadvantaged fam-
ilies face to prove their worth.
A young person’s opportunity
to appear in the main exam-
ination six times may be a
testament to their persistence
and hard work, but not every
young person has such an op-
portunity. Some, due to finan-
cial constraints, take up jobs
after their first attempt, while
others abandon their prepara-
tion due to family responsibil-
ities.

Talent is not the exclusive
preserve of any class, caste,
village, city, or economic sta-
tus. Expanding opportunities
is the most effective means of
unleashing talent. The true
fairness of administrative ser-
vices should be measured not
only by how transparent the

‘ ‘ Only when talented

young people from
poor families can prepare
to the best of their
ability without being
pressured by financial
constraints will the gap
between ability and
opportunity truly
narrow.”

—Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

examination is, but also by
the opportunities available to
young people from diverse
sections of society to access
and prepare for the examina-
tion.
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NOBEL PRIZE FOR SCIENTISTS
WHO UNRAVEL THE
MYSTERIES OF THE BRAIN

he human brain is one
I of the greatest myster-
ies known to science. It
weighs only a small fraction
of the human body, yet it con-
trols our thoughts, memories,
emotions, movements, lan-
guage, decisions and imagina-
tion. It allows us to learn from
the past, understand the pres-
ent and dream about the fu-
ture. Despite remarkable ad-
vances in neuroscience, many
questions about the brain re-
main unanswered. Every year,
the Nobel Prize in Physiology
or Medicine draws attention to
discoveries that transform our
understanding of life and dis-
ease. Among the most fascinat-
ing areas recognised by mod-
ern science are those related to
the nervous system and the
brain. Scientists who investi-
gate how neurons communi-
cate, how memories are
formed, how the brain process-
es information and how neuro-
logical disorders develop are
helping humanity
understand what makes us hu-
man.

The Brain: A Universe
Within Us

The brain contains billions
of neurons connected through
an extraordinarily complex
network. These cells commu-
nicate using electrical and
chemical signals. Every
thought, sensation and volun-
tary movement depends on
carefully coordinated activity
within this network. Yet the
brain is not simply a biologi-
cal computer. It is a living,
changing system. Experiences
can strengthen some connec-
tions between neurons and
weaken others. This ability,
known as neuroplasticity,
helps explain how we learn
new skills, adapt to changing
circumstances and recover
from some forms of brain in-
jury. Understanding this com-
plexity requires scientists to
work across biology, medi-
cine, chemistry, physics,
psychology and computer
science.

From Neurons to Networks
One of the great achieve-
ments of neuroscience has
been the gradual discovery of
how individual nerve cells
communicate. Researchers

have shown that neurons trans-
mit signals across specialised
junctions called synapses.
Chemical messengers known
as neurotransmitters can carry
information from one neuron
to another. These discoveries
transformed our understanding
of the nervous system and
opened new possibilities for
treating neurological and psy-
chiatric disorders. The brain’s
enormous complexity emerges
from these countless interac-
tions. A single neuron does not
create a thought. Rather,
thoughts and behaviours arise
from coordinated activity
across networks of cells.

Understanding Memory

Memory is another extraor-
dinary puzzle. How can the
brain store the memory of a
childhood experience, a famil-
iar face, a mathematical formu-
la or a melody? Where is a
memory located? Why do
some experiences remain with
us for decades while others
disappear within minutes? Re-
search in neuroscience has
demonstrated that memory de-
pends on changes in neural
connections. Scientists have
identified important brain
regions and cellular mecha-
nisms involved in learning and
memory. Such discoveries
have provided a scientific
foundation for understanding
conditions in which memory is
impaired, including Alzhei-
mer’s disease and other forms
of dementia. The study of
memory also reminds us that
the brain is constantly chang-
ing. Learning is not simply the
collection of information; it is
a biological process that mod-
ifies neural circuits.

The Mystery of Consciousness
Perhaps the deepest question
is consciousness. We can ob-
serve brain activity, measure
electrical signals and study in-
dividual neurons. But how
does physical activity in the
brain produce subjective expe-
riences such as seeing the co-
lour blue, feeling happiness,
experiencing pain or remem-
bering a loved one? Scientists
continue to investigate the
neural basis of consciousness.
There is still no single expla-
nation that answers every as-
pect of this mystery. The

subject lies at the intersection
of neuroscience, psychology,
philosophy and artificial intel-
ligence. This is one reason the
brain remains such an exciting
frontier of science.

Brain Research and
Human Disease
Understanding the brain is
not merely an intellectual exer-
cise. It has enormous medical
importance. Neurological dis-
orders affect millions of people
around the world. Stroke, epi-
lepsy, Parkinson’s disease, Alz-
heimer’s disease, multiple
sclerosis and other conditions
can profoundly
affect movement, memory,
communication and indepen-
dence. Scientific discoveries
about neurons, neurotransmit-
ters, genes and brain circuits
have helped researchers devel-
op medicines, diagnostic meth-
ods and rehabilitation strate-
gies. Modern neuroscience is
also exploring techniques such
as brain imaging, deep brain
stimulation, transcranial stim-
ulation and increasingly so-
phisticated methods for study-
ing neural activity. The ulti-
mate goal is not only to under-
stand the brain but also to re-
duce human suffering.

Why Nobel
Recognition Matters

The Nobel Prize represents
more than an honour for an in-
dividual scientist. It highlights
the importance of fundamental
research. A discovery made in
a laboratory may initially ap-
pear to have no immediate
practical application. Years or
even decades later, however,
the same discovery can be-
come the foundation for a new
medicine, diagnostic technique
or technology. Nobel recogni-
tion can therefore bring public

attention to scientific questions
that may otherwise remain in-
visible outside research institu-
tions. It also inspires younger
generations to ask questions,
conduct experiments and pur-
sue careers in science.

From Laboratory to Society
Modern brain science in-
creasingly involves collabora-
tion. A neuroscientist may
work with a geneticist to un-
derstand inherited neurological
disorders. A physician may
collaborate with an engineer to
develop a brain-computer in-
terface. A computer scientist
may use artificial intelligence
to analyse enormous quantities
of neural data. A psychologist
may help researchers under-
stand how biological processes
influence behaviour. This in-
terdisciplinary approach is es-
sential because the brain can-
not be fully understood from a
single scientific perspective.

The Role of Technology
Technology is changing
brain research rapidly. Ad-
vanced imaging techniques
allow researchers to observe
brain structures and activity
with increasing precision. Ar-
tificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning can help anal-
yse enormous datasets. New
tools can record the activity of
large populations of neurons,
while genetic techniques can
help scientists
investigate individual cell
types. Brain-computer inter-
faces are another emerging
area. Researchers are explor-
ing ways to translate neural
signals into commands that
can control computers or as-
sistive devices. Such technol-
ogies may eventually provide
new forms of communication
and independence for people
with severe neurological dis-
abilities. However, technolog-
ical progress also raises ethical
questions about privacy, con-
sent and the ownership of neu-
ral data.The Ethical Dimension
As scientists learn more
about the brain, society must
consider how this knowledge
should be used. If technology
can detect or interpret aspects
of brain activity, how should
neural privacy be protected? If
artificial intelligence can inter-
act directly with neural

signals, what rights should in-
dividuals have over their
brain-generated information?
Scientific progress must there-
fore be accompanied by ethi-
cal responsibility. The brain is
not simply another organ to be
measured. It is intimately con-
nected with identity, personal-
ity, memory and personal ex-
perience.

Inspiring the Next Generation

The greatest legacy of No-
bel-winning science may be
the questions it inspires. A stu-
dent looking at a diagram of
the human brain may wonder:
How do we remember? Why
do we dream? How do we
learn language? Why does a
particular sound make us emo-
tional? What happens when
neurons stop communicating
properly? Such questions can
become the starting point of
scientific careers. Schools and
colleges should therefore en-
courage curiosity rather than
merely memorisation. Stu-
dents should be exposed to
biology, mathematics, physics,
computer science and psychol-
ogy as interconnected fields.
The scientists of tomorrow
may solve questions that today
seem impossible.

The Mystery Continues
Despite extraordinary prog-
ress, much of the brain re-
mains unexplained. We know
many details about neurons
and brain regions, but con-
necting those details to com-
plex human experiences re-
mains a major challenge. The
future may bring discoveries
that change our understanding of
memory, consciousness, ageing,
mental processes and neurolog-
ical disease. The Nobel Prize
reminds us that science advanc-
es through curiosity, patience,
evidence and persistent ques-
tioning. The scientists who un-
ravel the mysteries of the brain
do more than discover facts
about an organ. They help hu-
manity understand itself. The
brain may be the most compli-
cated structure known to sci-
ence, but every mystery begins
with a question. And somewhere
in a laboratory, a classroom or
the mind of a curious young stu-
dent, the next great question

may already be waiting.
—DR. VIJAY GARG

THE ART OF COOLING
YOUR INNER FIRE

nger is not a flaw. It is

a human emotion, as

old and as natural as
love or fear. It tells us when
we have been wronged, when
our boundaries have been
crossed, when injustice has
occurred. The problem is nev-
er that we feel angry. The
problem is what we do when
anger takes the driver’s seat
and pushes reason into the
back seat.

In today’s India, anger is
everywhere and increasingly
unmanaged. We see it in road
rage on the clogged streets of
Bengaluru, in a comment sec-
tion that turns abusive within
seconds, in a classroom where
a teacher hits a child, in a
home where a small argument
becomes a week-long silence.
The pandemic of unchecked
anger is not just a law-and-or-
der issue; it is a public health
crisis. Cardiologists will tell
you that chronic anger raises
blood pressure, weakens im-
munity, and damages the
heart more surely than choles-
terol. Psychologists will tell
you that it destroys relation-
ships faster than any other
emotion.

Why are we so angry? Part
of the reason is biological.
The amygdala, our brain’s
threat detector, reacts in mil-
liseconds, long before the
prefrontal cortex, our rational
brain, gets time to think. In
evolutionary terms, this saved
us from tigers. In modern
terms, it makes us shout at a
delivery boy who is ten min-
utes late. Another reason is
cultural. We have grown up
watching anger being cele-
brated as strength. The angry
young man in films, the lead-
er who shouts the loudest
on television, the boss who
bangs the table — we have
mistaken aggression for
authority.

But anger management does
not mean suppressing anger.
Suppression is like pressing a
spring down; it will bounce
back harder. True manage-
ment means understanding,
channeling, and expressing

anger in a way that respects
both self and others.

The first step is recognition.
Most of us do not know we
are angry until we have al-
ready exploded. We need to
learn our early warning signs:
clenched jaws, fast heartbeat,
shallow breathing, a sudden
heat in the neck. When these
signals appear, we need a
pause. The ancient practice of
counting to ten is not folklore;
it is neuroscience. A 90-sec-
ond pause allows the stress
chemicals to flush out and the
rational brain to catch up.

The second step is refram-
ing. Ask yourself: will this
matter in five hours, five
days, five years? Most of
what makes us furious today
will not matter in five days.
The colleague who took cred-
it for your slide, the auto driv-
er who cut you off — are they
worth your peace? Anger of-
ten comes from interpretation,
not event. “He did not reply
to my message.” We interpret
it as disrespect, when he
might simply be busy. Chang-
ing the story changes the
emotion.

The third step is construc-
tive expression. Anger needs
an outlet, but not a victim.
Speak in “I” statements, not
“You” accusations. Say “I felt
hurt when my work was not
acknowledged” instead of
“You are a thief who steals
credit.” Write a letter you
will never send. Go for a
brisk walk. Do what the Japa-
nese call “forest bathing.”
Physical activity metabolizes
adrenaline.

In schools, anger manage-
ment should be as important
as mathematics. Children
should be taught to name
their emotions, to breathe, to
resolve conflicts without vio-
lence. In workplaces, manag-
ers should be evaluated not
just on targets but on how
they handle pressure without
transferring it to their teams.

Ultimately, managing anger
is not about becoming a saint
who never feels rage. It is
about becoming a master who
feels the fire but chooses not
to burn down the house to
cook a meal. The Buddha
said, “Holding onto anger is
like drinking poison and ex-
pecting the other person to
die.” In a country that gave
the world the idea of ahimsa,
perhaps it is time we remem-
bered that true strength is not
in losing our temper, but in
keeping it when everyone else
is losing theirs.

— VIJAY DONBOSCO J.

CRICKET: INDIA'S UNIFYING RELI

ricket in India is not a
‘ sport. It is an emotion,

an economy, a career
aspiration, and for a few
hours every evening, a com-
mon language that unites a
country of 1.4 billion people
divided by language, caste
and geography. To understand
India without understanding
cricket is to miss a vital part
of its social fabric.

First, cricket is India’s
greatest unifier. When the
Indian team plays, differenc-
es disappear. In a crowded
Mumbai local, a software en-
gineer from Bengaluru, a tex-
tile trader from Surat and a
student from Patna will watch
the same scorecard on the
same phone and react with
the same joy or anguish.
When Virat Kohli hits a hun-
dred or Jasprit Bumrah takes

a five-wicket haul, celebra-
tions erupt from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. No political
slogan, no Bollywood film,
no festival manages to create
such simultaneous national
solidarity. The 1983 World
Cup win gave a young, eco-
nomically struggling nation
self-belief. The 2011 World
Cup victory on home soil be-
came a moment of collective
catharsis. Cricket gives India
its shared memories.

Second, cricket is a power-
ful vehicle of social mobility.
In a society where opportuni-
ties are still unequal, cricket
offers a rare meritocracy. A
boy from a small town in
Ranchi, like M.S. Dhoni,
or from a slum in Dharavi,
like many IPL discoveries,
can become a national icon
purely on talent and hard

work. The Indian Premier
League has democratized this
dream further. Every year, the
IPL auction turns unknown
19-year-olds from Ranchi,
Mohali or Nagpur into crore-
patis overnight. For millions
of parents who cannot afford
elite coaching in other sports,
a cricket bat made from a
wooden plank is the cheapest
ticket to dream big.

Third, cricket has become
an economic engine. The
BCCI is the richest cricket
board in the world, and the
IPL is now the second most
valuable sporting league glob-
ally, valued at over $10 bil-
lion. This is not just about
player salaries. It is about
jobs: groundsmen, camera-
men, analysts, content cre-
ators, small vendors selling
jerseys outside stadiums, and

thousands of small businesses
that thrive during the cricket
season. Cricket fuels televi-
sion ratings, drives advertis-
ing, and powers India’s boom-
ing sports-tech and fantasy
gaming industry. When India
plays, even traffic on roads
thins and productivity in of-
fices dips, but consumption
soars.

Fourth, cricket teaches
soft skills that textbooks do
not. Gully cricket, played in
every lane with a stone as
stumps and a compound wall
as boundary, teaches leader-
ship, negotiation, and conflict
resolution. Who has not seen
children deciding LBW rules
without umpires? Cricket
teaches patience through Test
matches, adaptability through
T20s, and resilience through
its inevitable failures. The

image of a captain trusting a
young bowler in the final
over is a lesson in leadership
for any manager.

Critics argue that cricket’s
dominance has killed other
sports. There is truth in it,
but the trend is reversing

precisely because cricket
showed the way. The success
of the IPL became the tem-
plate for the Pro Kabaddi
League, ISL and other
leagues. Neeraj Chopra and
P.V. Sindhu are becoming
household names because

GION

India, having learned to cele-
brate sporting heroes through
cricket, is now ready to cele-
brate them in other arenas.

Finally, cricket is India’s
soft power. When an Indian
team plays in Australia or at
Lord’s in England, the stands
are full of Indian fans. When
Afghan refugees learn cricket
in India, or when an American
is introduced to the sport
through IPL highlights, India’s
cultural influence travels.

To criticize India’s obses-
sion with cricket is easy. To
ignore its importance is im-
possible. For as long as chil-
dren continue to play with a
plastic bat in the bylanes
of Baiyyappanahalli or the
maidans of Mumbai, cricket
will remain not just important
to India, but India itself.

—JUSTINP.

COOL, CRUNCHY,

exotic superfoods flown in

from distant continents —
quinoa from Peru, chia seeds
from Mexico, kale from Cali-
fornia — we often overlook
the humble hero lying quietly
in our own vegetable basket.
The cucumber. Cool to touch,
modest in price, often dis-
missed as mere salad filler, it
is perhaps the most underrat-
ed health food in the Indian
kitchen. It is time we gave it
its due.

First, cucumber is hydration
in solid form. Composed of
over 95% water, it is nature’s
most elegant answer to dehy-
dration. In a country like In-
dia, where summer tempera-
tures cross 45 degrees in
many states and where many

In a world obsessed with

of us forget to drink enough
water, a cucumber does what
no aerated drink can. It hy-
drates, replenishes electro-
lytes, and does so without
sugar, caffeine or calories. A
plate of sliced cucumber with
a pinch of salt and lemon is
more effective than many ex-
pensive energy drinks.
Second, it is a boon for
weight management. A 100-
gram serving of cucumber
contains only about 15 calo-
ries. You can eat an entire
bowl and still consume fewer
calories than a single biscuit.
Its high water and fibre con-
tent makes you feel full, curb-
ing unnecessary snacking. For
a generation battling lifestyle
diseases and obesity, the cu-
cumber offers satiety without

sin. It is the perfect 4 pm
snack: crunchy, satisfying,
guilt-free.

Third, cucumber is skin

care you can eat. Its silica
content strengthens connec-
tive tissue, its vitamin C and
caffeic acid reduce inflamma-
tion, and its antioxidants fight
premature ageing. This is
not a modern discovery. Our
grandmothers knew it when
they placed cucumber slices
on tired eyes. Beauty compa-
nies know it too, which is
why cucumber is in almost
every face wash, toner and
under-eye gel. But why buy it
in a bottle when you can eat it
fresh? A hydrated body glows
from within, and cucumber
delivers that glow.

Fourth, it supports heart
and digestive health. The po-
tassium in cucumber helps
regulate blood pressure by
countering sodium’s effects.

Its fibre, especially in the
peel, aids digestion and pre-
vents constipation, a common
but rarely discussed problem
due to low-fibre diets. The
compounds called cucur-
bitacins and lignans, found in
cucumber, are being studied
for their anti-inflammatory
and even anti-cancer poten-
tial. While research is ongo-
ing, traditional systems like
Ayurveda have long classified
cucumber as cooling, detoxi-
fying and balancing for pitta
dosha.

Fifth, it is diabetic-friendly
and versatile. With a very low
glycemic index, cucumber
does not spike blood sugar. It
can be eaten raw, pickled,
juiced, blended into raita, or
added to chaas. For those with

diabetes or pre-diabetes, it
provides volume and taste
without affecting glucose lev-
els. From a simple kosambari
in Karnataka to a tzatziki dip
in Greece, every cuisine has
understood its adaptability.
And finally, there is an en-
vironmental and economic

“In our quest for health,
it is time to bring it from
the edge of the plate to
the centre.”

SUZI RAJAN

argument. Cucumber is local-
ly grown, available year-
round, requires less water to
cultivate than many other
vegetables, and is affordable
for every income group. Pro-
moting it is not just good

POWERFUL: WHY CUCUMBER MATTERS DAILY
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health policy, but good eco-
nomics. It does not need cold
chains or import bills.

The problem is perception.
We value what is expensive
and distant, and ignore what
is cheap and near. We remove
cucumber’s skin, where most
nutrients lie, we over-salt it,
or we treat it as an after-
thought on the side of a plate
of biryani.

Perhaps wellness does not
always come in an imported
package with a fancy label.
Sometimes it comes cool,
green, crunchy, and for ten
rupees from the vendor at the
corner. The cucumber may
not be glamorous, but it is
honest, effective, and indis-
pensable.

—SUZIRAJAN
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Man killed in knife
attack over delayed
roll delivery

JAMSHEDPUR

One man was killed and
three others injuredina
knife attack following an
argument over a delayed
food order at a stall in
Jharkhand'’s Seraikela-
Kharsawan district early
Wednesday, police said.
The incident occurred
around 1am at Khau Gali
in the Adityapur Industrial
Area Development
Authority (AIADA) com-
plex. Shekhar Tirkey and
his friend Golu allegedly
argued with the stall
owner over a delayed roll
delivery. The dispute
escalated when the
owner and his staff alleg-
edly attacked them with
knives. All four injured
people were taken to Tata
Main Hospital in
Jamshedpur, where
Shekhar succumbed to
his injuries. Police have
detained suspects for
questioning.

Influencer dies
amid cyberbullying
allegations

CHENNAI

Financial content creator
V Harish, 27, known for his
brand “Finance with
Harish,” died by suicide at
arented villa near
Muttukadu, Chennai,
police said on
Wednesday. Harish'’s
father, Vinayagam, filed a
complaint against
YouTuber and Zemuria
Inc. CEO Jason Samuel,
alleging that a video
posted on October 18
questioning Harish’s SEBI
and AMFI credentials trig-
gered online harassment.
Samuel denied the cyber-
bullying allegations, stat-
ing that his video high-
lighted Harish’s alleged
lack of a SEBI-registered
investment adviser
licence and was intended
to protect consumers.
Kanathur police have reg-
istered a case of unnatu-
ral death and are examin-
ing statements from both
parties, digital evidence
and a video reportedly
recorded by Harish before
his death.

Bishnoi gang
operative probed in
Tiger Shroff firing case

NEW DELHI

Security agencies are
investigating the alleged
role of Randeep Malik, a

US-based operative
linked to gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, in the
firing incident involving
actor Tiger Shroff’s carin

Mumbai, sources said.
Gangster Anil Pandit has
claimed responsibility for

the incident on social
media. Investigators are
examining possible links

between Malik, Pandit
and the alleged shooter,
Rehan. According to
investigators, Pandit
allegedly handled
encrypted communica-
tions for Malik, including
“Dabba calls” designed to
conceal callers’ identities
and locations. Sources
said Lawrence Bishnoi
and his brother Anmol,
both currently lodged in
separate jails, may also
be questioned as part of
the probe.

- Shah calls for drug-free India
by December 31,2029

Amit Shah called for coordinated nationwide actlon against narcotics,
warning that drug abuse threatens society, youth and national security.

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday urged
police forces across India to
work together to eliminate
narcotics by December 31,
2029, calling for a united
nationwide campaign against
drug abuse. He warned that
the spread of narcotics threat-
ened future generations,
weakened society and pro-
vided financial support to
organisations involved in
anti-national activities. The
initiative aims to strengthen
efforts against drug traffick-
ing and substance abuse
through coordinated action by
police forces across the coun-
try.

Shah said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had set
December 31, 2029, as the
deadline for achieving the
goal of a drug-free India. He
called on law enforcement
agencies to use the remaining

,

months of 2026 and the years
2027, 2028 and 2029 to inten-
sify the campaign. The pro-
posed nationwide effort places
responsibility on police forces
to strengthen cooperation and
pursue a common objective
against narcotics.

The Home Minister made
the appeal while paying trib-
ute to police personnel who
had lost their lives in the line
of duty at the National Police
Memorial in New Delhi. The

A

event was held on Police
Commemoration Day, which
honours police officers who
made the ultimate sacrifice
while serving the country.
Shah highlighted the need to
treat the fight against drugs as
a major national priority.

He also cautioned that drug
abuse imposed an undue bur-
den on the economy, extend-
ing its impact beyond individ-
uals and families.

As part of the initiative,

Drug-free by 2029

H Deadline: December 31,
20209, set by PM Narendra
Modi

W Occasion: Police
Commemoration Day at the
National Police Memorial

| Rally: “Fight Against Drugs”:
about 90 police riders from
several states and UTs

B The threat: drugs weaken
society and fund anti-
national activities

Shah flagged off a motorcycle
rally titled “Fight Against
Drugs”. The rally involved
around 90 police riders repre-
senting several states and
Union territories, highlighting
cooperation among law
enforcement personnel from
different parts of the country.
The event formed part of the
wider push to raise awareness
and reinforce the campaign’s
message.

Himachal CM launches helicopter
services to remote regions

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Wednesday inaugurated
helicopter services connecting
Shimla with Rampur and

‘ We are also trying to

connect every corner
of Himachal Pradesh
through helicopter
services.”

— Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister

Rekong Peo in Kinnaur, aim-
ing to improve transport links,
boost tourism and provide
faster access to healthcare in
remote mountainous areas.
Speaking at Sanjauli Heli-
port, Sukhu said the govern-

The new routes aim to
improve access to
remote communities,
strengthen tourism and
speed up medical
travel, with more
destinations planned.

ment had approved its share
of viability gap funding after
residents highlighted delays
in launching flights to Ram-
pur despite the helipad being
ready. The service will oper-
ate three days a week, with
the helicopter travelling from
Shimla to Rampur before con-
tinuing to Rekong Peo. The
scheduled operating days are
Monday, Friday and Saturday.

Sukhu said the government
was planning to extend

helicopter connectivity to
Hamirpur, Chamba and
Palampur within three to four
months. It is also exploring a
17-seater helicopter service
between Shimla and Chandi-
garh because finding suitable
land for an airport in Shimla
remains difficult. The state is
developing helipads at district
headquarters, including Solan
and Sirmaur, to strengthen
emergency transport facilities.

Pawan Hans Executive
Director for Marketing Man-

ish Rokade said the network
would eventually connect
Chandigarh, Shimla, Rampur,
Rekong Peo and Manali. Ser-
vices to Rekong Peo and
Manali are planned three
times weekly. He said passen-
gers could reach Manali from
Shimla within an hour, with
fares estimated at Rs 6,000
for Manali and Rs 4,000 for
Rampur. District Tourism
Development Officer Jagdish
Sharma said the Shimla-Ram-
pur fare would be approxi-
mately Rs 3,642, while Ram-
pur-Rekong Peo tickets would
cost around Rs 4,200.

Sharma said the journey to
Rekong Peo, which previously
took about nine hours by road,
could be completed in approx-
imately 40 minutes by heli-
copter.

Telangana\steps up
policing against
drugs, cybercrime

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy on Wednes-
day said the state government
was taking concrete measures
to tackle emerging policing
challenges, including narcot-
ics and cybercrime. Speaking
at the Police Commemoration
Day parade in Hyderabad, he
announced that all vacancies
in the police department
would be filled by 2027. He
also highlighted initiatives
aimed at improving public
safety, protecting women and
strengthening police welfare.

Reddy said Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had
recently appreciated the work
of the Elite Action Group for
Drug Law Enforcement,
established by the Telangana
government to curb narcotics
supply. He stressed that com-
bating drug abuse required
collective responsibility, urg-
ing educational institutions,

“Only when police act
tough can crimes be
controlled. So, take a
vow today to be tough
with criminals and be
responsible towards
common people.”

A REVANTH REDDY
Telangana Chief Minister

teachers and young people to
contribute alongside the
police.

Addressing road safety con-
cerns, the Chief Minister said
the government had estab-
lished the Telangana Traffic
Management, Road and Rail
Safety Bureau to coordinate
traffic management, highway

Home Guard ex-gratia
BEFORE

%5
lakh

foradeath
onduty

NOwW

%10
lakh

doubled

patrolling, accident investiga-
tions and road safety mea-
sures. He also said TG SAFE
was taking strict action
against food adulteration,
with efforts to ensure food
served in hotels met quality
standards. Initiatives support-
ing women’s safety included
SHE Teams, the ‘Stand With
Her’ campaign and ‘Span-
dana’, which provides imme-
diate assistance to women and
children during emergencies.

Reddy urged police to
remain approachable to
those seeking help but act
firmly against offenders
behind drug supply, land
encroachment and food
adulteration. “Only when
police act tough can crimes
be controlled. So, take a
vow today to be tough with
criminals and be responsible
towards common people,”
he said.

He announced that ex-gra-
tia compensation for Home
Guards dying on duty would
rise from 5 lakh to 210 lakh.
The government has notified
recruitment for 5,000 vacan-
cies, while recruitment for
112 deputy superintendent
posts was described as
unprecedented. Reddy high-
lighted compensation for
police personnel killed in ser-
vice and the appointment of
transgender people as traffic
assistants.

SC pauses CMRL probe against

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday stayed the inves-
tigation into the alleged
CMRL bribery case involving
former Keralam Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan, his
daughter Veena T and her hus-
band, P A Mohamed Riyas,
for one week. The interim

The caseso far

OCTOBER9

HC single judge’s order on
registering an FIR

T
T OCTOBER15
o

HC rejects their bid to appeal
against it

OCTOBER 21

SC pauses the probe for a week

relief allows the three to
approach a division bench of
the Kerala High Court chal-
lenging an earlier order
passed by a single judge. The
case concerns allegations of
bribery involving the Cochin
Minerals and Rutile Limited
(CMRL).

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and

Pinarayi Vijayan for a Week

V Mohana granted the tem-
porary relief, pausing the
investigation while allowing
the petitioners to pursue their
legal challenge before the
High Court’s division bench.

The development follows
the Kerala High Court’s Octo-
ber 15 decision rejecting
applications filed by Vijayan,
Veena and Riyas seeking per-
mission to appeal against the
single judge’s order dated
October 9. The applications
challenged the decision con-
cerning the registration of a
first information report in the
alleged corruption case.

In turning down their appli-
cations, the High Court ruled

that a person accused in a cor-
ruption case is not legally enti-
tled to a hearing before an FIR
is registered. The observation
formed part of the reasoning
behind the rejection of the
applications, prompting the
petitioners to seek further
legal recourse.

The Supreme Court’s
interim order offers tempo-
rary relief to Vijayan and the
other petitioners by suspend-
ing the investigation for
seven days. It also permits
them to approach the division
bench, where they can chal-
lenge the single judge’s deci-
sion through the appropriate
legal process.

Only Sanatan followers may touch
Durga idols, says Adhikari

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on
Wednesday said that only fol-
lowers of Sanatan Dharma
would be permitted to touch
Durga idols during immersion
in the Hooghly River. He
asserted that religious tradi-
tions must be respected and
followed during the cere-
mony. The announcement
came as authorities strength-
ened security arrangements
for the annual immersion,
which draws large crowds and
holds considerable religious
significance for devotees
across the state.

Adhikari made the remarks
while reviewing preparations
at Babughat in Kolkata,
accompanied by Kolkata
Police Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Nand and Kolkata
Municipal Commissioner
Smita Pandey. The inspection
focused on arrangements for
the immersion process and
measures to ensure that the
event proceeded safely. Offi-
cials reviewed the prepara-
tions in view of the crowds

expected to gather along the
riverfront during the religious
observance.

The state government has
strengthened security mea-
sures this year, keeping safety
concerns and the religious
importance of the ceremony
in mind. Authorities have also
included the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) in
the arrangements to help pre-
vent any untoward incident
during the immersion. The
deployment is intended to
support emergency prepared-
ness as devotees and organ-
isers participate in the large-
scale religious event.

Adhikari also said that the
Border Security Force (BSF)

had been enlisted to assist
with the immersion arrange-
ments. The involvement of
additional security personnel
is part of the broader effort to
manage the crowds and main-
tain order during the cere-
mony. The authorities are
expected to coordinate their
responsibilities to address
potential safety challenges
and ensure that the immersion
takes place without disrup-
tion.

Durga idol immersion
marks the conclusion of
Durga Puja celebrations,
when idols are carried to riv-
ers and other water bodies as
part of a longstanding reli-
gious tradition. In Kolkata,
Babughat is among the loca-
tions associated with immer-
sion activities, attracting dev-
otees and participants during
the festival period. Adhikari’s
statement places religious
observance at the centre of
the arrangements, while the
administration continues
preparations focused on secu-
rity, crowd management and
the smooth conduct of the
ceremony.
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MP announces 20,000 new school department jobs

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Yadav on Wednes-
day distributed 954 compas-
sionate appointment letters to
eligible candidates in the
School Education Department
and announced a fresh recruit-
ment drive for 20,000 posts,
aiming to strengthen staffing
and address employment
needs.

At a programme held at
Ravindra Bhawan in Bhopal,
Yadav symbolically handed
over appointment letters to 11

candidates and presented
commendation certificates to
department officers and
employees for their outstand-
ing work. He said around 300
compassionate appointment
cases remained pending and
expressed confidence that

15,000

appointments already
made

new Sandipani school
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department budget, says

1.45 lakh+

laptops for students

they would be resolved by
the end of the year as promo-
tions create vacancies.

“A programme to distribute
954 compassionate appoint-
ments to eligible candidates
by the School Education
Department has been held
today,” Yadav said, describing
the exercise as an example of
administrative seriousness,

promptness and sensitivity in
resolving pending cases.

The Chief Minister said
15,000 appointments had
already been completed in the
department as part of recruit-
ment across government
departments. He confirmed
plans to launch recruitment
for another 20,000 posts.
Highlighting educational

infrastructure, Yadav said the
government had approved
200 new Sandipani school
buildings, in addition to inau-
gurating buildings for 369
such schools. The Tribal
Affairs Department would
also construct 200 Sandipani
school buildings.

Yadav said the government
had increased the School Edu-

cation Department’s budget
from less than Rs 400 crore
under the previous Congress
government to Rs 38,000
crore. He also highlighted the
distribution of more than 1.45
lakh laptops to students scor-
ing above 70 per cent marks.
The government, he added,
was providing educational
support through scooters,
books, notebooks and uni-
forms. Yadav said Sandipani
schools had improved signifi-
cantly and stressed the impor-
tance of investing in the
younger generation.
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Murder FIR against
10-year-old over
toddler’s death

MUMBAI

Dindoshi police have
registered a murder FIR
against a 10-year-old girl
following the alleged
death of an 18-month-
old toddler in Goregaon
on October 14. The tod-
dler was reportedly
thrown down a stairwell
from the sixth floor,
according to her moth-
er's complaint. CCTV
footage allegedly
showed the older girl
signalling for the toddler
before taking her near
the lift. The Juvenile
Justice Board directed
counselling through an
NGO and released the
10-year-old into her par-
ents’ care. Under Indian
law, criminal responsibil-
ity for children aged
seven to 12 depends on
their maturity and
understanding of their
actions.

Insurance firm’s
state head held over
employee’s death

GUWAHATI

Police have arrested
Biswanath Das, a sen-
ior officer of a private

insurance company,

on charges of abet-
ment of suicide after a
29-year-old woman
employee was found
dead in her rented
apartment in Hengra-
bari. Police discovered
the woman’s body on
Tuesday after the
apartment owner re-
ported no response
from her and a foul
smell coming fromin-
side. According to po-
lice, a suicide note al-
legedly accused Das,
the company’s state
head, of mental and
physical torture. He
was detained on Tues-
day and arrested on
Wednesday after
questioning. The
woman, a native of
Sualkuchi near Guwa-
hati, had reportedly
been expected to re-
turn home on Sunday.

A relative expressed

suspicion over the cir-
cumstances of her
death. The body has
been sent for
post-mortem, and the
report is awaited.

Chennai Mayor files
cyber complaint over
obscene Alimage

CHENNAI

Greater Chennai Cor-
poration Mayor R Priya
has filed a cybercrime
complaint alleging that
a social media user cir-
culated an obscene
Al-generated image of
her alongside deroga-
tory and sexually
coloured remarks. In
her complaint to police
and the National Cyber
Crime Reporting Portal,
Priya identified the ac-
count as @VYarlMyn on
X, allegedly operating
under the name Yaazh
Mynthan. She said the
post, shared on Octo-
ber 20, contained false
allegations and had
circulated widely on-
line. Priya alleged that
ruling Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK)
functionaries had re-
peatedly targeted her
because she is a wom-
an in public life. She
also highlighted her
Dalit background and
said the incident had
caused distress to her
family and insulted the
mayor’s office. In a vid-
eo statement, she
questioned Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay
over the alleged online
harassment and asked
why action had not
been taken despite
previous complaints.

Murmu calls for greater support
for traditional artists

President Droupadi Murmu stressed the need for financial assistance, modern training and
better market opportunities to empower rural artists and preserve India’s cultural heritage.

Chief Guest

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday called for
greater economic support,
modern training and wider
market access for rural and
traditional artists, saying India
must preserve its cultural her-
itage while helping artists
compete at national and inter-
national levels.

Addressing the award cere-
mony of the 65th National
Exhibition of Art in New Del-
hi, Murmu highlighted the
diversity of India’s folk and
tribal art forms, including
Saura, Sohrai, Madhubani and
Gond paintings. She said tra-
ditional artists from remote
regions often struggle to ac-
cess institutions and platforms
available in major cities.

“Art is not just limited to
shapes drawn on canvas or
figures sculpted in stone; it is
a mirror of our culture. It re-
flects memories of our past,

Smt. Dro
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experiences of our present,
and aspirations for our fu-
ture,” the President said.
Murmu noted that although
several traditional art forms
have gained international rec-
ognition, many artists remain
confined to their villages be-
cause of limited resources and
exposure. She stressed the
need for financial assistance,
contemporary training and op-

di Murmu

|

portunities to showcase their
work globally, while ensuring
that their original artistic tra-
ditions remain protected. She
described their economic em-
powerment and the preserva-
tion of cultural heritage as a
collective responsibility.

The President welcomed
participation from metropoli-
tan cities, northeastern states
and remote regions at the ex-

hibition. She also appreciated
international participation in
the third Print Biennale India,
saying cultural exchanges en-
courage dialogue across bor-

“Art is not just limited to
shapes drawn on canvas
or figures sculpted in
stone; it is a mirror of
our culture.”

DROUPADI MURMU President

ders. Recognising the efforts
of the Lalit Kala Akademi and
the Ministry of Culture, she
emphasised the importance of
connecting artists directly
with collectors and ensuring
fair payment for their cre-
ations. Murmu urged authori-
ties to take art beyond galler-
ies into schools, universities
and public spaces, while cre-
ating opportunities for young
and emerging artists to devel-
op their talents and reach wid-
er audiences.

TN CM honours police
martyrs, distributes
% 5.96 crore aid

The chief minister
honoured fallen officers
in Chennai, recognising
their service and
extending financial
relief to families
affected by duty-
related tragedies.

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay on Wednesday
paid tribute to police person-
nel who died in the line of
duty and handed over person-
al accident insurance sanction
orders worth Rs 5.96 crore to
support the affected families.

At a Police Commemora-
tion Day ceremony in Chen-
nai, Vijay laid a wreath at the
Police Memorial and hon-
oured personnel who lost their
lives while serving the state.
He praised the police force
for its role in maintaining
peace and ensuring law and
order.

The financial assistance

was provided under the Tamil
Nadu government’s Salary
Package Scheme. The sanc-
tion orders cover the families
of six police personnel who
died while performing their
duties and one officer who is
currently in a coma.

The total assistance of Rs
5.96 crore is intended to pro-
vide financial protection to
the affected families during a
difficult period. The scheme
extends insurance benefits to
eligible personnel and their
families, recognising the risks
associated with police service.

Congress questions PM Modi over Puri’s
alleged links Wlth Jeffrey Epstein

NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary K
C Venugopal on Wednesday
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over Union
Minister Hardeep Singh Pu-
ri’s alleged meetings with Jef-
frey Epstein, following the
circulation of a purported
photograph of the two. Venu-
gopal accused the Prime Min-
ister of failing to act despite
the alleged connection and
demanded answers regarding
the matter, including whether
it could affect the ongoing In-
dia-US trade negotiations.

In a post on X, Venugopal
criticised the government’s
response and raised concerns
about accountability and
women’s safety. He alleged
that the latest revelations
showed Puri had met Epstein
and questioned the circum-
stances surrounding their in-
teractions. Venugopal also
asked whether the controver-
sy could influence the final
terms of the proposed trade

agreement between India and
the United States.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut also questioned
Puri over the alleged meet-
ings. Referring to the release
of Epstein-related files, Raut
challenged Puri’s earlier state-
ments about his interactions
with the convicted sex offend-
er and called for clarification
about the purpose of the
meetings. He claimed that
photographs circulating pub-
licly raised questions that re-
quired answers.

Congress leader Srinivas
BV linked the controversy to
the recent visit of the US Sec-

‘ Modi did nothing
despite knowing
fully well about Hardeep
Puri’s close ties with
known international
pedophile Jeffrey Epstein.”

— K C Venugopal, Congress
general secretary

retary of State to Mumbai and
the discussions surrounding
the bilateral trade deal.

Puri had previously rejected
allegations concerning his
links to Epstein. In February,
responding to claims raised
by Rahul Gandhi, he said the
Prime Minister had no con-
nection with the Epstein files
and described the allegations
as baseless. Puri also stated
that he had met Epstein four
times over nine years, be-
tween 2009 and 2017, and
denied holding independent
meetings with him. He main-
tained that his interactions
were unrelated to Epstein’s
criminal activities.

AAP alleges Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
detained for three hours at airport

NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has alleged that Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann was
detained for three hours at
Delhi airport after returning
from Paris on Sunday and was
subsequently fined 350,000.
The party claimed officials
cited “tremendous pressure
from above” for the incident,
accusing the Union govern-
ment of obstructing Punjab’s
progress. However, AAP did
not specify the reason for
Mann’s alleged detention or
the fine.

Punjab AAP media in-
charge Baltej Pannu linked
the episode to what he de-
scribed as the Centre’s repeat-
ed denial of permission for
Mann’s foreign visits. He said
the Chief Minister had trav-
elled to Paris following an
order from the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, which
had directed that he receive
due protocol during the visit.
Pannu alleged that even the

What the AAP alleges
HELD AT DELHI AIRPORT

3 hours

CHALLAN ISSUED
750,000

THE TRIP

SIAL Paris 2026, Oct
17-21

FOREIGN VISITS DENIED
at least 4 times

Consul General in Paris had
not met Mann.

According to Pannu, Mann
visited Paris to promote Pun-
jab’s products at SIAL Paris
2026, an international food

trade exhibition held from
October 17 to 21. He alleged
that the treatment continued
after the Chief Minister re-
turned to Delhi. Officials re-
portedly told Mann that his
luggage was still arriving and
being checked, before allow-
ing him to leave after three
hours.

Pannu claimed that officials
approached Mann as he was
preparing to depart and said
they were under “tremendous
pressure from above”. He al-
leged that a 350,000 challan
was then issued, arguing that
the officials’ remarks indicat-
ed external pressure.

The AAP further accused
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government of repeat-
edly undermining Punjab,
citing disputes over farmers’
protests, funds allegedly
withheld from the state and
foreign travel clearances.
Pannu claimed permission for
Mann’s overseas visits had
been denied at least four
times.

Survey exposes the harsh living conditions
of Raipur’s samtatlon workers

RAIPUR

Thousands of sanitation work-
ers in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur
lack basic necessities, includ-
ing household toilets, Aadhaar
cards and protective equip-
ment, according to a survey
conducted by the Chhattisgarh
State Human Rights Commis-
sion (SHRC). The findings
highlight the difficulties faced
by workers responsible for
maintaining urban cleanliness,
raising concerns about their
living conditions, access to
identification documents and
workplace safety.

The survey was initiated
last winter by the SHRC in
Raipur to document the prob-
lems faced by sanitation
workers and identify areas
requiring intervention. Instead
of relying solely on govern-
ment officials, the Commis-
sion involved law interns who
visited the Commission as
part of their college field proj-
ects. The exercise sought to

gather information directly
from workers about their cir-
cumstances and the challeng-
es they encounter.

Over nine months, until
July 2026, more than 500 in-
terns participated in the sur-
vey. Working alongside police
officers in batches of 25 to
30, they covered approxi-
mately 8,000 sanitation work-
ers across Raipur. The exten-
sive fieldwork was intended
to establish a clearer picture
of the workers’ needs and the
gaps in essential facilities
available to them.

The findings revealed that
many workers did not have

toilets at home and lacked
Aadhaar cards, while some
were without basic protective
gear. These shortcomings
raise concerns about access to
sanitation, essential documen-
tation and safety provisions
for people whose work is cen-
tral to keeping the city clean.

The SHRC has forwarded
its report to district authorities
in Raipur and Bilaspur for
necessary action. The next
step rests with the concerned
authorities, who will need to
examine the findings and de-
termine appropriate measures
to address the problems iden-
tified by the survey.

BIYM NATIONAL RESHUFFLE

Chennai clears waterlogged subways and
bus routes as heavy rains continue

CHENNAI

The Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration (GCC) cleared water-
logged subways and major
bus routes following heavy
overnight rainfall, restoring
them for vehicular movement
by Wednesday morning. Cor-
poration Commissioner G S
Sameeran said inundation at
several locations was ad-
dressed overnight to maintain
traffic flow. Chennai recorded
an average rainfall of 7.3 cm
over 24 hours, with showers
continuing across the city on
Wednesday morning.

South Chennai experienced
the heaviest impact, with Ko-
dambakkam, Valasaravakkam,
Velachery, Alandur and Adyar
among the affected areas.
Parts of central Chennai also
reported waterlogging. Sa-
meeran said minor inundation
was attended to immediately
during the night to prevent
disruption on roads and help
residents move around safely.

PUMPED TO THE CANAL

Cathedral Road-Anna
Salai

250-metre stretch near
Semmozhi Poonga

Cathedral Road

three 40-hp motors relay the
water

Radhakrishnan Salai
on towards the canal

Buckingham Canal
where the water is discharged

Of the 22 subways maintained
by the corporation, Jones
Subway, Perambur Subway
and Gengu Reddy Subway
were flooded but subsequent-
ly drained and reopened. All
420 bus route roads were also
reported open.

Pumping operations contin-
ued at AGS Colony in Velach-
ery, where water had not been
completely cleared. At the
Cathedral Road—Anna Salai
junction near Semmozhi
Poonga, the gradient along a
250-metre stretch required re-

lay pumping to remove accu-
mulated water. The corpora-
tion deployed three 40-horse-
power motors to pump water
towards Cathedral Road, then
Radhakrishnan Salai, before
discharging it into the Buck-
ingham Canal. Sameeran said
the arrangement was intended
to keep traffic moving through
the stretch.

Anticipating heavy to tor-
rential rainfall amid El Nifio
conditions, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay di-
rected the civic body to re-
spond quickly and restore
normal conditions at the earli-
est. El Nifo involves warming
of sea surface temperatures in
the tropical Pacific and can
influence weather patterns,
increase the risk of droughts
and floods, and intensify hu-
man-induced global warming.

To manage relief opera-
tions, the corporation de-
ployed equal numbers of per-
sonnel on morning and night
shifts, according to sources.

BJP reshuffles youth wing; appoints new national office-bearers

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM), the BJP’s
youth wing, has announced a
new team of national of-
fice-bearers under president
Hemang Joshi, appointing
Kishtwar MLA Shagun Pari-
har and Uttar Pradesh’s Nikh-
il Mani Tiwari as vice-presi-
dents ahead of several Assem-
bly elections scheduled for
2027.

Parihar, from Jammu and
Kashmir, is among the
vice-presidents named in the

organisational reshuffle, along
with Arvind Damani from Na-
galand, Maloth Komali Naik
from Telangana, Raj Rajendra
Singh from Bihar, Soumen
Karfa from West Bengal and
Bhupendra Nag from Chhat-
tisgarh. Vineet Vats Tyagi has
been appointed national trea-
surer.

The party has appointed Ar-
pita Aparajita Badjena from
Odisha, Harsh Vardhan Singh
from Uttar Pradesh and Mitta
Vamshi Krishna from Andhra
Pradesh as national general
secretaries. The new national

secretaries are Biswajit
Khound, Ashish Jhala, Sayali
Raghunath Kulkarni, Himan-
shu Sharma, Armanjot Brar,
Aman Yadav and Rahul Jha,
representing Assam, Madhya

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajas-
than, Pun]ab Jharkhand and
Bihar, respectively.

Other appointments include
Gujarat BJP IT team member
Dhruv Pandit as central office
in-charge and Delhi’s Mohit
Soni as central office co-in-
charge. Akhila Bandam from
Telangana has been named
policy and research in-charge.
The reshuffle comes as Goa,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Manipur and Gujarat prepare
for Assembly elections next
year.

Map: DataMeet, CC BY 4.0

Polls in 2027: Goa, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Manipur and Gujarat

Joshi, a Lok Sabha MP
from Vadodara, took charge
of the youth wing in August.
Elected in 2024 at the age of
33, he became one of Guja-
rat’s youngest sitting MPs. He
was previously associated
with the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad and held
various organisational respon-
sibilities before becoming
BJYM Gujarat president. The
new appointments mark a re-
organisation of the youth
wing’s national leadership
ahead of the upcoming elec-
toral cycle.
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Goyal to visit Germany,
Netherlands to boost

trade, investment

NEW DELHI
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal will
be in Germany and the
Netherlands on an official
visit from October 22 to
27, an official statement
said on Wednesday. The
trip aims to strengthen
India’s strategic economic
partnerships with the two
countries, widen bilateral
trade and take forward
cooperation in industry
and technology. In
Germany, from
October 22 to 24, Goyal
will take part in the Berlin
Global Dialogue, where he
will meet international
policymakers and global
business leaders and
showcase India’s macroe-
conomic stability, its
manufacturing strength
and its key role in building
resilient global supply
chains.

Sanghavi meets
Japanese team to boost
investment in Gujarat

TOKYO
Guijarat is holding talks
with Japanese firms on
new investments in semi-
conductors, data centres,
automobiles and special-
ised manufacturing, and
24 suppliers linked to
Suzuki Motor Corporation
have shown interest in
setting up operationsin
the state on a fast-track
basis. Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi,
who heads a state gov-
ernment delegation to
Japan, held two roundta-
ble meetings in Tokyo on
Wednesday that brought
together 129 Japanese
companies. Among the
proposals discussed were
an investment of more
than Rs 4,500 crore by
Furukawa Electric to
make optical fibre cables
for data centresand a
new specialised chemi-
cals unit by Sumitomo
Chemical in Bhavnagar.

Finance Ministry
launches bank camps
from Oct 21 to boost
financial inclusion

NEW DELHI
To widen financial inclu-
sion and bring govern-
ment schemes and ser-
vices within easier reach
of citizens, the Finance
Ministry has announced
bank camps from
October 21,2026, until
December.
According to the minis-
try’s statement, the
“Saturation Campaign of
Financial Inclusion (FI)
Schemes” will be held in
2.7 lakh gram panchayats
and urban local bodies so
that citizens can avail
themselves of services
related to financial
security.

Gas-fuelled
ammonia, urea plant
toswitchto
renewable power

NEW DELHI
An Indian ammonia and
urea plant now fuelled by
natural gas will be
switched to renewable
power, making it one of
the world’s largest
green-ammonia plants,
with a target output of
about 1.1 million tonnes a
year, according to a new
report.
The report, by Singapore-
based Asian Power (AP),
said AM Green Ammonia
(India) Private Limited
will develop the project,
which has financial back-
ing from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
and Japan.

India’s installed electricity
generation capacity from
non-fossil fuel sources
had crossed 300 GW as
of July 2026, and about
55.29 GW of such capac-

ity was added in FY26.

India-UK trade pact opens
new export opportunities

India’s trade agreement with the UK is beginning to deliver early
commercial gains, with tariff cuts, stronger market access and
employment opportunities expected to boost bilateral economic ties.

NEW DELHI

India’s free trade agreement
with the United Kingdom is
beginning to reshape bilateral
commerce, with early export
gains, lower tariffs and better
market access creating oppor-
tunities for businesses across
several sectors.

The India-UK Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) entered
into force on July 15, opening
new avenues for Indian ex-
porters and British business-
es. The agreement aims to
strengthen trade ties, and a
recent study by the Associat-
ed Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of India (Asso-
cham) says it could help in-
crease bilateral trade from
$58 billion in 2025-26 to
$115 billion by 2030.

The pact made a commer-
cial difference from the day it
took effect: on that first day,

Indian exporters sent out more
than 50 consignments, worth
about $140 million, at zero
duty.

Two-way goods trade
climbed nearly 15 per cent
year-on-year in August to al-
most $2 billion. India’s ex-
ports were up about 10
per cent, and imports from
the UK rose faster, by 24
per cent.

The benefits are also start-
ing to show in individual in-
dustries. After the agreement
scrapped a 33 per cent import
tariff, Bakkafrost Scotland
made the first significant
shipment of Scottish salmon
to India. The consignment
was flown via Heathrow Air-
port to Sashimi Foods in
Bengaluru.

Tariff-free salmon ship-
ments, reduced duties on
Scotch whisky and the entry
of the first cars under the au-
tomotive tariff-rate quota have

Key gains from the deal

® Trade ambition: bilateral trade could rise from $58 billion in 2025-26

to S$115 billion by 2030

m Early export gains: more than 50 consignments worth around $140
million shipped duty-free on day one

B Trade growth: goods trade up nearly 15 per cent in August, to almost

$2 billion

B Scottish salmon: shipped to Bengaluru after a 33 per cent import

tariff was removed

highlighted the agreement’s

early implementation.

Core sector growth

NEW DELHI

India’s core sector growth ac-
celerated to a 30-month high
of 7.9 per cent in September
2026, supported by strong
output across iron ore, elec-
tricity, coal, refinery products,
cement and steel, according to
data released by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry on
Wednesday.

Iron ore production record-
ed the sharpest expansion
among the major contributors,
rising 18.4 per cent during the
month. Iron ore has been add-
ed as a ninth component in the
revised Index of Core Indus-
tries (ICI), reflecting its im-
portance in industrial produc-
tion and economic develop-
ment. The revised series was
introduced last month, ex-
panding the index from eight
to nine industries.

Power generation was up
11.4 per cent from a year ear-
lier, and coal output climbed
10.7 per cent. Refinery prod-
ucts rose 10.3 per cent, helped
by stronger demand for petro-
leum as economic activity
picked up.

Cement production expand-
ed 9.8 per cent, while steel
output grew 4.9 per cent. De-
mand for construction materi-

hits 30-month high

Core sector, September
growth, year-on-year

18.4%

Index of Core Industries

als and steel remained firm,
supported by government
spending on major infrastruc-
ture projects, including high-
ways, ports and railways.

However, the performance
was uneven across industries.
Fertiliser, natural gas and
crude oil production contract-
ed in September, partially
offsetting gains in the other
sectors.

Army to get a new ant

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence has
signed a contract worth ap-
proximately Rs 770 crore
with Bharat Electronics Lim-
ited (BEL) to procure the Im-
proved Low-Level Light-
weight Radar (LLLR-I),
strengthening the Indian Ar-
my’s ability to detect and
track aerial threats, including
drones and fighter aircraft.

The contract was signed in
the presence of Defence Sec-
retary Rajesh Kumar Singh,
according to an official
statement.

The LLLR-I can pick up
and follow targets as large as
fighter jets and as small as
mini and micro drones. It can
also rank aerial targets by pri-
ority, helping the Army count-
er emerging threats from un-
manned aerial systems (UAS)
more effectively.

The procurement is expect-
ed to strengthen India’s air
defence preparedness as
drone-based threats become
an increasingly important

consideration in modern war-
fare. The radar’s ability to
identify and prioritise differ-
ent aerial targets will support
the Army’s efforts to improve
surveillance and counter un-
manned systems.

The contract also marks an-
other step towards indigenisa-
tion of India’s defence equip-
ment. According to the De-
fence Ministry, the procure-
ment aligns with the govern-
ment’s vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047 and is expected to
support the domestic defence
manufacturing ecosystem, in-

Rs770cr

i-drone

radar system

cluding micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs).

The deal comes amid a
broader expansion in India’s
defence production and ex-
ports. Official figures show
that domestic military hard-
ware production rose to
Rs 1.78 lakh crore in
2025-26, compared with
Rs 43,746 crore in 2013-14,
representing an increase of
more than four times.

Defence exports also in-
creased sharply, rising from
Rs 686 crore in 2013-14 to
Rs 38,424 crore in 2025-26.
Indian defence products now
reach markets in more than 80
countries.

By 2029, the government
aims to raise annual defence
production to Rs 3 lakh crore
and defence exports to
Rs 50,000 crore.

Navratri auto sales near 11.23 lakh units: FADA

MUMBAI

Nearly 11.23 lakh vehicles
were sold over the 10 days of
this year’s Navratri, pointing
to a fundamentally healthy au-
tomobile market, data released
on Wednesday by the Federa-
tion of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) showed.

Retail sales were nearly 27
per cent higher than in
Navratri 2024, the last truly
comparable festive period,
with passenger vehicles up
more than 10 per cent and
two-wheelers up over 32
per cent.

“The marginal 6.52 per cent
dip versus Navratri 2025 is
largely optical: last year
Navratri ran 11 days against
10 and coincided with the
GST 2.0 roll-out, which pulled
a wave of pent-up demand
into one extraordinary win-

contract with BEL for the
LLLR-I radar, which can detect
and track fighter jet-sized
targets, mini drones and micro
drones, and prioritise aerial
targets

dow,” said FADA President
Sai Giridhar.

Electric vehicles were the
clear highlight: EV retail sales
rose 26.78 per cent and made
up nearly 10.5 per cent of fes-

tive sales, against about 7.7
per cent a year earlier, a sign
that India’s move to EVs has
become self-sustaining.

In September, domestic ve-
hicle retail sales hit a record
25,36,920 units, up 31.82
per cent from a year earlier on
the back of festive demand
and a low base, FADA data
showed.

According to the data, sales
were also 4.69 per cent high-
er than in August, and it was
the industry’s best-ever Sep-
tember. FADA, however, said
the headline annual growth
should be read with caution,
since September 2025 sales
had been hit by buyers put-
ting off purchases ahead of
the GST 2.0 roll-out.

‘ As we enter the
Dhanteras-to-Diwali

wave, we remain
cautiously optimistic:
affordability is strong,
aspiration s rising, and
auto retail continues to
mirror the enduring
momentum of the India
Growth Story.”

— Sai Giridhar, FADA President

Five of the six vehicle cate-
gories posted their best Sep-
tember on record, and retail
sales in the first half of FY27
reached a record 1,55,12,319
units, a rise of 20.77 per cent
over the previous year, FADA
added.

India-EU FTA could ease market

NEW DELHI

Estonia’s Ambassador to In-
dia, Kristi Karelsohn, said on
Wednesday that the proposed
India-European Union Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) could
lower both tariff and non-tar-
iff barriers and open up new
opportunities for businesses
on both sides. She said she
hoped leaders would sign the
agreement before the year
ends.

On bilateral ties, Karelsohn
said relations between India
and Estonia are in “excellent
shape” and are moving into
an especially exciting phase,
helped by closer engagement
between India and the Euro-
pean Union.

“We hope the agreement
will be signed by the leaders
of India and the European
Union by the end of this year.
It is expected to reduce exist-
ing customs tariffs, as well as

non-tariff barriers that pose
significant challenges for
smaller companies, such as
those in Estonia,” she stated.

The ambassador acknowl-
edged that Estonia is a fairly
small economy with a limited
manufacturing base, but said
there is strong scope for coop-
eration in areas such as digital
services, technology and cy-
bersecurity, in which Estonian
firms have built expertise rec-
ognised worldwide.

“We have recently seen In-
dia’s growing ambition to play
a greater role in the world and
in global organisations. I think

access: Estonia envoy

‘ Itis not just about
tariffs. Customs
procedures, certification
requirements and other
regulatory hurdles can be
particularly difficult for

smaller companies.”

- Kristi Karelsohn
Estonia’s Ambassador to India

this ambition needs to be sup-
ported because the interna-
tional organisations and struc-
tures we see today were estab-
lished a long time ago, in a
very different era.”

INDIA CHEM 2026

HDFC Bank says internal review
underway over alleged info leak

MUMBAI

HDFC Bank has clarified that
it is looking into a possible
leak of confidential informa-
tion and will decide what fur-
ther steps to take once its in-
ternal review is over, a report
said. According to the report,
a bank spokesperson said, “In
line with our policies, an in-
ternal review into this matter
is currently underway to gath-
er and evaluate all relevant
facts.”

The bank added that it
would not comment on the
review while it was under
way, so as to protect the pro-
cess and the privacy of the
people involved. “Appropriate
action will be taken based on
the findings, once the review
is complete,” the spokesper-
son said.

The lender restated that it
is committed to ethical con-
duct and governance under its

| E——

Code of Conduct and said it
treats reports of possible vio-
lations seriously. Earlier in
the day, reports had claimed
that an internal probe at the
bank found two senior exec-
utives had disclosed confi-
dential information.

The probe was launched af-
ter some bank leaders flagged
concerns over possible leaks
of information, and the bank
is still examining whether the
information was misused, the
report said. The matter comes
ahead of a change at the top,
with Anup Bagchi due to take
over as Chief Executive on
October 27.

The lender has also had
other leadership changes this

Changes at the top

MARCH

Chairman Atanu Chakraborty
resigns

T
T OCTOBER 27
®

Anup Bagchi takes over as
Chief Executive
DECEMBER 31

Deputy MD Kaizad Bharucha
steps down

year. Atanu Chakraborty, then
Chairman, quit in March, say-
ing certain practices at the
bank were at odds with his
personal values. An indepen-
dent legal review that HDFC
Bank later commissioned
found his concerns were not
substantiated, the report said.

Odisha eyes chemical investments

BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi of
Odisha will travel to
Mumbai for India
Chem 2026, which
opens on Thursday. It
is the country’s flag-
ship biennial event
for the chemicals and
petrochemicals
industry.

Over the two days, Majhi
will attend the opening ses-
. sion and a CEO

. Roundtable chaired

+ by Union Minister

- of Chemicals and
Fertilisers J.P.
Nadda. An official
statement said the
trip is aimed at
drawing new invest-
ment and presenting
Odisha as an emerg-

Odisha’s pitch
20+

major companies in
one-on-one talks

A presentation on coal
gasification

A large-scale chemical
industrial park likely

ing hub for chemical and pet-
rochemical industries.
The state government plans

to showcase Odisha’s industri-
al strengths, investment-ready
infrastructure, progressive
policies and expanding manu-
facturing ecosystem to poten-
tial investors.

The event is expected to
provide a platform for direct
engagement with industry
leaders and discussions on
new business opportunities.

Majhi is set to hold one-on-
one meetings with represen-

tatives of leading chemical
and petrochemical compa-
nies. Talks are lined up with
more than 20 major firms,
covering possible invest-
ments, industrial expansion,
downstream manufacturing
and the setting up of new in-
dustrial ventures in the state.

A key feature of Odisha’s
participation will be a presen-
tation on coal gasification, an
emerging industrial opportu-

nity that could help develop
downstream industries and
strengthen the state’s manu-
facturing ecosystem.

Odisha is also expected to
unveil a dedicated, large-
scale chemical industrial
park, which is meant to en-
courage value addition and
draw investment across the
chemicals, petrochemicals,
plastics and packaging
sectors.
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UN sees higher
global warming
evenin best-case
scenario

LONDON
Even under the most
hopeful scenario, average
temperatures will climb
1.7-1.8 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial lev-
els by mid-century, more
than earlier estimates
suggested, a UN report
released on Wednesday
showed. Renewable
energy has expanded fast
and climate policies are
bringing emissions down
in many countries, but the
report said “urgent and
stringent” cuts were still
required to reach even
that best case. According
to the UN Environment
Programme’s report,
greenhouse gas emissions
must drop 18% below
2025 levels by 2030, 45%
by 2035 and 69% by
2040. Existing national
plans would reduce them
by just 5-8% by 2030 and
11-15% by 2035.

Australian lawmaker
loses both legs in vehicle
attack

SYDNEY
Australian MP Helen
Haines has lost both legs
after a car rammed her
outside her electoral
office, her husband said on
Wednesday, as the man
accused of the attack
appeared in court. Phil Haines
said doctors amputated her
left leg after the alleged
attacker hit her twice with his
carin Wangaratta, north-east
of Melbourne, on Monday.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Melbourmne, he said
they had spent days trying to
save her right leg but could
not. Brendan Nugent, 43, who
lives in the rural town of
Tarrawingee in Haines’ elec-
torate, faces three charges:
dangerous driving causing
serious injury, intention-
ally causing serious injury,
and causing harmto a
public official.

US invokes rarely
used torture lawin
case against
Maduro

NEW YORK
Only a handful of people
have ever been charged in
the US under a federal
law that makes torture
committed abroad a
crime, and Nicolas
Maduro is now one of
them, a Reuters review of
court records found, as
prosecutors widen their
criminal case against the
ousted Venezuelan presi-
dent.Last week Maduro,
63, and his wife Cilia
Flores, 70, pleaded not
guilty to an expanded
indictment that accuses
them of conspiring to tor-
ture political opponents to
hold on to power, on top
of the drug trafficking
charges they already
faced. Their trial is set for
June 2027.Maduro and
Flores, seized in January in
a US military raid on
Caracas ordered by
President Donald Trump,
are only the seventh and
eighth people Reuters found
to have been charged under
a 1994 law that makes acts
of torture a crime. The law
defines torture as an act
meant to cause severe
physical or mental pain or
suffering to a personin
custody.

Four people have been con-
victed under the statute,
among them members of
paramilitary forces in Liberia
and Gambia, the head of a
Syrian prison under ousted
President Bashar al-Assad,
and a US citizen who set up
anillegal arms factory in
Irag.

According to Michel Paradis,
a partner at the law firm
Steptoe, the Maduro case is
the first time the United
States has prosecuted a
head of state for allegedly
authorizing torture in their
own country.

Trump envoy Witkoff meets

Putin for Ukraine war talks

The talks focused on US-led peace proposals to end the war in
Ukraine, following constructive discussions Witkoff held with
Ukrainian President Zelensky and European leaders in Oslo.

ST. PETERSBURG

US special envoy Steve Wit-
koff met Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Wednesday
for talks meant to move for-
ward proposals to end the war
in Ukraine and open the way
to wider negotiations.

The Wednesday morning
talks in St. Petersburg fol-
lowed Witkoft’s summit with
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky in Norway on
Tuesday. In video from the
start of the three-hour meeting
with Putin, Witkoff said the
results of that “productive”
Oslo summit were on the
agenda.

“I think there’s some degree
of momentum, and I hope that
this today can be another step
forward in the peace process
and discussing how we re-
solve the Ukrainian conflict,”
the Trump administration en-
voy said.

During the meeting, Wit-
koff urged Putin to consider
restarting three-way talks be-
tween Russia, the US and
Ukraine, where technical is-
sues could be taken up.

For all the upbeat tone,
nothing so far suggests Russia
has moved on any of its max-
imalist positions. Its earlier
demands add up to near-total
victory, including that Ukraine
hand over the whole of the
eastern Donbas region, most
of which Russian forces now
occupy. Moscow has also de-
manded that Ukraine sharply
cut the size of its armed forces
and promise never to join
NATO.

In the latest talks, Putin
showed interest in restoring
economic cooperation with
the United States and in a
possible meeting with China
to discuss Ukraine. This
comes after the Trump admin-

istration recently waived
sanctions on Russia and
struck a deal on diesel
exports.

One of the main results of
the meeting was Witkoft’s an-
nouncement that Russia had
freed Stephen Hubbard, a
74-year-old American held in
the country for more than four
years. Video obtained by
CNN after the meeting shows
Hubbard talking to Witkoff at
St. Petersburg airport.

Seated with translators at a
large round table, Putin and
Witkoff covered many sub-
jects, among them Russia’s
readiness to help end the war
in Iran, possible Russian fer-
tiliser exports to the US and

Core details of
the meet

m Venue: Constantine Palace,
St. Petersburg: Witkoff’s
ninth in-person meeting
with Putin

B Goodwill gesture: Release
of Stephen Hubbard, 74, a
retired US schoolteacher held
since April 2022

B Peace proposals: US
documents on a ceasefire,
demilitarised zones, security
guarantees and Russian-
held territories

B Summits: Witkoff proposed
reviving Russia-US-Ukraine
talks; Putin floated a
meeting with Trump and Xi
at the APEC summit in China

® Economy and Iran: Putin
ready to discuss restoring
US-Russia economic ties, and
offered Russia’s help to ease
the US-Iran conflict

Hubbard’s release. The talks
went on behind closed doors.
Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-
in-law, who has also taken
part in the peace negotiations,
joined remotely because he
has the flu.

Macron vows to prevent
repeat of riots as
Yellow Vests mobilise

PARIS

French President Emmanuel
Macron promised to stop last
weekend’s rioting and looting
from happening again, as the
Yellow Vest movement sub-
mitted plans for a large march
in Paris on Saturday, the gov-
ernment’s next major test.
On Wednesday Macron said
anyone trying to stir up disor-
der at the coming protests
would be stopped, while
Prime Minister Sébastien Le-
cornu held talks with union
leaders to try to calm one of
the worst crises France has
seen in years. A representative
of the “Gilets Jaunes” (Yellow
Vests), a grassroots movement
with no ties to the unions, set
out plans for a march through
central Paris, including dis-

5%

France’s benchmark
10-year bond yield this
week, its highest level since
July 2002

tricts ransacked only days
earlier.

Student groups have called
protests for the same day as
well, demanding more invest-
ment in education. Yellow
Vest activists want to revive
their campaign against the ris-
ing cost of living and worsen-
ing public services, which
began in 2018.

Last weekend’s protests
quickly turned into wide-
spread violence, above all in
Paris, Marseille, Lyon and Li-
moges, and the overwhelmed
police needed hours to bring
it under control.

In a sign of investors’ un-
ease, French government bor-
rowing costs rose sharply this
week, lifting the benchmark
10-year bond yield to 5%, its
highest level since July 2002.

Analysts said the rise re-
flected fears that the unrest
could make it harder for the
government to repair strained
public finances at a time when
budget pressures are already
growing.

Starlink decisions on Ukraine

rest with Musk: Rubio

Ukraine’s access to
Starlink is governed by
SpaceX, raising questions
over Elon Musk’s influence
on wartime
communications.

WASHINGTON

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said on Wednesday
that decisions concerning
Ukraine’s access to Starlink
satellite services rested with
SpaceX and its chief execu-
tive, Elon Musk, rather than
the White House, intensifying
questions over whether the
billionaire restricted Kyiv’s
military communications
during its war with Russia.

Rubio made the remarks
while travelling in India, fol-
lowing a report by The Wall
Street Journal that Musk had
ordered the slowdown of a
military-grade version of
Starlink used by Ukraine to
defend against Russian mis-
sile attacks. Musk, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
White House officials had
discussed the matter before-

i

hand, citing one source. Two
other sources said Musk and
Trump discussed it in the days
following the slowdown.

“I’m not aware that we
knew about this decision be-
forchand. But that’s irrele-
vant,” Rubio told reporters.

He argued that the service
was governed by a private
commercial agreement deter-
mining how the technology
could be used and the speeds
permitted. Musk and SpaceX
did not respond to Reuters’
requests for comment.

However, Reuters has cited
two US officials and a West-
ern official briefed on the
matter as saying the decision
ultimately came from the
White House. Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskiy
has also made that claim,
which the administration has
denied.

Rubio’s latest comments
appear to mark a shift in the
administration’s public posi-
tion and could heighten con-
cerns about Musk’s ability to
influence American foreign
policy through his control of
a critical communications
network.

European states weigh letting
utilities bring down drones

PARIS

Drones dart over fields and
woods at a former flight-test
base south of Paris while
teams on the ground try out
systems built to stop them. It
is a response to a rising num-
ber of drone incursions and
“hybrid attacks” since Russia
invaded Ukraine in 2022.
Governments, police forces
and armies are no longer the
only possible buyers of the
electronic jammers, intercep-
tor drones and other technol-
ogy tested at the Brétig-
ny-sur-Orge site. Private com-
panies and state bodies that

“Itis a theoretical, and
increasingly a practical,
possibility that there
could be heating
outages this winter due
to hybrid attacks”

KRISTIAN RUBY Secretary
General, Eurelectric

run critical infrastructure
across Europe want stronger
defences, and some utilities
are seeking permission to
shoot down drones them-
selves. Governments from
Paris to Berlin are paying
attention.

Their concern is that hybrid
warfare or a drone attack
could cut power to millions of
people, as Russian strikes
have often done in Ukraine.

“It is a theoretical, and in-
creasingly a practical, possi-
bility that there could be heat-
ing outages this winter due to
hybrid attacks,” Kristian
Ruby, secretary general of
European energy body Eu-
relectric, told Reuters.

Some European govern-
ments have begun handing
companies powers that were
traditionally reserved for the
military. Meanwhile, Reuters
interviews with more than 30
company executives, officials
and drone experts show that
technology to detect and bring
down drones is developing
faster than the rules on who
may use it.

Approaches differ widely
across Europe, and legal ques-
tions remain, including who
has the right to order a re-
sponse to a drone threat.

France is one of the coun-
tries in front. In August its
parliament passed a law that
lets approved operators of
critical infrastructure and con-
tractors detect, jam and shoot
down drones near designated
facilities.

Iran drags out US talks to hurt
Trump politically

TEHRAN

Iran is deliberately prolonging
negotiations with the United
States in an effort to weaken
President Donald Trump po-
litically ahead of the Novem-
ber 3 midterm elections, se-
nior Iranian officials have
said, as deep mistrust and
fears of renewed military ac-
tion undermine prospects for
a peace agreement.

Three senior Iranian offi-
cials and an Iranian insider,
speaking anonymously, said
Tehran believes Trump could
order fresh attacks to break
the stalemate in the eight-
month-old war. Iran is prepar-
ing for renewed American
and Israeli strikes rather than
prioritising a deal to end the
conflict, one official said,
adding that the country’s
leadership does not want to
hand Trump a political victo-
ry. Tehran analyst Saeed
Leylaz said the strategy could
influence American politics
without violating the law.

The conflict, which began
in February when the United
States and Israel launched
strikes on Iran, has contribut-
ed to falling approval ratings
for Trump. Polls indicate that
concerns over high gasoline
prices could hurt his Republi-
can Party in the November
congressional elections.

Trump has repeatedly
predicted that oil prices
would decline after the
elections but has offered no
detailed plan to end the war
or reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global
energy shipping route that
Iran has effectively closed
since hostilities began.

Iranis prolonging
negotiations with
Washington ahead of
November’s midterm
elections, with Tehran
resisting concessions
amid fears of renewed
US and Israeli attacks.

Iranian attacks and threats
have reduced shipping
through the strait to a trickle.
Meanwhile, a US maritime
blockade and trade sanctions
have restricted Iranian oil ex-
ports, worsening the country’s
economic difficulties.

With Tehran unwilling to
make concessions that could
strengthen Trump’s political
position, Iranian officials see
little chance of a breakthrough
before the elections.

Washington, under pressure
from Israel, wants Iran’s de-
cades-old nuclear programme
included in negotiations from
the outset. Tehran maintains
that its programme is peace-
ful, while Western powers
suspect it has military
dimensions.

Alberta votes overwhelmingly to remain in Canada

CALGARY

Albertans have voted by a
Residents of Alberta have
voted decisively to remain
part of Canada in the prov-
ince’s first-ever referendum
on separation, delivering a
significant political victory
to Prime Minister Mark
Carney as he seeks to
strengthen national unity
amid a trade war with the
United States.

With three-quarters of bal-
lots counted by 5:45 a.m.
on Tuesday, 76% of voters
had backed the “remain”
side, compared with 24%
who supported a binding
vote on separation. The ref-
erendum itself was
nonbinding.

“Albertans made a clear
choice,” Carney said in a

statement. “They chose uni-
ty, to build together, and to
take care of each other.”
“Canada is greater than the
sum of its parts,” he
added.

The result was broadly in
line with expectations, as
pollsters and analysts had
played down the prospect
of a separatist victory. Sur-
veys indicated that only
about one-third of residents
in the western, energy-pro-
ducing province supported
holding a future referendum
on leaving Canada.
Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith, who announced the
referendum in May, wel-
comed early results show-
ing strong support for re-
maining in the country. She
said she was “very pleased”
with the outcome and an-

‘ Albertans made a

clear choice. They
chose unity, to build
together, and to take care
of each other.”

— Mark Carney, Canadian
Prime Minister

nounced plans to address
Albertans at 6:45 p.m. on
Tuesday to discuss the
province’s next steps.

The referendum followed
months of campaigning by
a small but vocal separatist
movement. Supporters of
independence have argued
that Alberta’s substantial
energy wealth subsidises
poorer parts of Canada and
that the province could
prosper further outside fed-
eral control.

Alberta’s vote with three-quarters of ballots counted

76%

24%

M Remain76% M For a binding vote on separation 24%

Italian retailers
warn of food
shortages

ROME

A protest by Italian truck
drivers over fuel prices and
the cost of living is causing
food shortages in shops, with
deliveries disrupted and fresh
produce rotting, retailers said
on Wednesday.

The protests, which began
in southern Italy last week,
have also disrupted operations
in two regional airports in Ca-
labria because they cannot get
deliveries of aviation fuel.
With traffic snarled in various
parts of the country, long
queues formed on the A1 mo-
torway near the southern city
of Naples after truckers re-
stricted access. Trucks and
tractors drove into the central
square in the northeastern city
of Ravenna as the protests
spread and farmers added
their voices.
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Ravi Rongali took bronze
for India in the men’s shot put

Rongali’s six throws
FIRST

SECOND: THE
BRONZE

THIRD: A FOUL

FOURTH
FIFTH

SIXTH: AFOUL

F40 at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Para Games on
Wednesday, with a best effort
of 10.02 metres.

His medal-winning throw
came on his second attempt,
after he had opened with 9.21

The F40 podium

GOLD

Gharrah Tnaiash (Iraq),
10.78 m

SILVER

Gan-Erdene Gansukh,
10.30 m, a personal best
BRONZE

Ravi Rongali (India),
10.02m

HANGZHOU 2023

Rongali’s silver,9.92 m
then a personal best

metres. He fouled on his
third attempt before re-

...........................

...........................

SHOT PUT

INDIA’S MEDALS,

WEDNESDAY

]
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F40:RAVI RONGALI
. F46:MOHD YASSER
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CH NEWS, NAGOYA

metres: Rongali’s bronze-winning throw, on his second attempt

cording 9.95 metres in the
fourth and 9.63 metres in the
fifth. His final attempt was
also ruled a foul.

Iraq’s Gharrah Tna-
iash won gold with a
throw of 10.78 me-
tres, while Malay-
sia’s Gan-Erdene
Gansukh claimed
silver with a per-
sonal best of
10.30 metres. )

Rongali had L
won silver in '
the same event
at the 2023 Asian

i i
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Vaibhav must wait for
opportunities: Iyer

CH NEWS,
CHRISTCHURCH

India’s T20I captain
Shreyas lyer has said teenage
batting sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi will have to
wait for his chance in the se-
nior team, as current openers
Abhishek Sharma and Sanju
Samson have been perform-
ing consistently.

Sooryavanshi, who im-
pressed with his performances
in the Indian Premier League
(IPL) and Under-19 cricket,
has emerged as a potential op-
tion for India’s top order.
However, the team manage-
ment has continued to back its
established opening combina-
tion.

The 15-year-old has played
eight T20 Internationals, all in
overseas conditions. He has
yet to feature in an interna-
tional match on home soil,
with India preferring its expe-
rienced top-order batters in
recent matches.

Speaking ahead of the first
T20I against New Zealand,
Iyer said Sooryavanshi had a
promising future and should
remain patient while continu-
ing to work on his game.

Iyer said the young batter
had several years ahead of
him to establish himself at the
international level. He also
stressed that Abhishek and
Samson had been scoring
consistently and had played
important roles in India’s
World Cup triumph.

The captain said he had en-
couraged Sooryavanshi to

T20 Internationals for the
15-year-old, all of them overseas

trust his preparation and re-
main consistent, explaining
that opportunities sometimes
require patience.
Meanwhile, experienced
pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s
return to the T20I squad after
nearly four years is expected
to strengthen India’s bowling

lyer encouraged
Sooryavanshi to trust his
preparation and remain
consistent: opportunities
sometimes require
patience

attack for the five-match se-
ries against New Zealand, be-
ginning in Christchurch on
Thursday.

Iyer said Bhuvneshwar’s
experience would be valuable,
particularly after India intro-
duced several new bowlers
following the IPL. He added
that the pacer’s recent success
and understanding of the T20
format would help the team in
the series.

Para Games in Hangzhou

with a personal best throw of

9.92 metres.
India continued its strong
performance in pa-
ra-athletics, with
Ayush Verma
winning gold in
the men’s shot
put F53 event

@ F53:AYUSH VERMA
F46:PRAVEEN

with a throw of 8.16 metres.
Iran’s Alireza Hemami se-
cured silver with 8.09 metres,
while Kazakhstan’s Makham-
bet Serikkaliyev took bronze
with 6.81 metres.

In the men’s shot put F46,
Indian athletes took all three
medals. Paris Paralympics sil-
ver medallist Sachin Khilari
won gold with a Games-re-
cord throw of 15.79 metres.
Mohd Yasser claimed silver
with 15.06 metres, while
Praveen secured bronze with
13.83 metres.

In the women’s shot put
F34 event, India’s Bhagyashri
Jadhav won silver with a per-
sonal best throw of 8.19 me-

tres. China’s Lijuan Zou
claimed gold with a
Games-record effort of
9.07 metres, while compa-
triot Caiyun Zuo took
bronze with 7.56 me-
tres.

The results highlight-
ed India’s impressive
showing in shot put
events at the continen-

tal para-sports com-
petition.

F46:SACHIN KHILARI

Games record

F34:BHAGYASHRI JADHAV

personal best

Indian Racing Festival
heads to Chennai
for third round

CH NEWS, CHENNAI

The Indian Racing Festival
(IRF) 2026 will head to the
Madras International Circuit
on October 22 and 23, with
the third round of the F4 Indi-
an Championship set to inten-
sify the title battle alongside
the opening round of the Indi-
an Racing League (IRL).
Kichcha’s Kings Bengaluru
driver Aris Kyriakou leads the
F4 Indian Championship
standings with 93 points, just
five ahead of Goa Aces JA
Racing’s Luviwe Sambudla,
who has 88 points. With 25
points available for a race vic-
tory, the Chennai round could
significantly influence the
championship standings.
Sambudla enters the com-
petition after winning the first
and third races at the previous
round at Kari Motor Speed-
way in Coimbatore. Despite
retiring from the second race,
his strong performances have
kept him firmly in contention.
Kyriakou, meanwhile, se-
cured podium finishes in all
three races in Coimbatore,
maintaining his lead
through consistent results.
Hyderabad Black-

birds’ Bhuvan Bonu occupies
third place with 51 points, fol-
lowed by Mahlori Mabunda
on 46 and Aaron Mehta on 42.

Other drivers expected to
challenge include Ntiyiso
Mabunda, who secured two
podium finishes in the previ-
ous round, and Chennai Turbo
Riders’ Sai Aditya, who im-
pressed with a recovery drive
in Coimbatore.

The Chennai weekend will
also mark the beginning of
the Indian Racing League’s
new season, featuring six
city-based franchises compet-
ing in a gender-neutral format
with Indian and international
drivers.

Defending champions Goa
Aces JA Racing will aim to
retain their title, with Raoul
Hyman and Fabienne Wohl-
wend among their key driv-
ers. Chennai Turbo Riders
will seek to capitalise on
home advantage against Kich-
cha’s Kings Bengaluru, Hy-
derabad Blackbirds, Kolkata
Royal Tigers and Speed De-
mons Delhi.

With three more rounds re-
maining after Chennai in the
F4 championship, several

drivers remain in conten-
tion.

F4 INDIAN CHAMPIONSHIP:POINTS AFTER TWO ROUNDS

KYRIAKOU SAMBUDLA

BONU

46

M.MABUNDA

42

MEHTA

India’s para-athlete Preethi
Preethi’srise

@ 2023,HANGZHOU
International debut, at the
Asian Para Games

@ PARIS 2024

Bronze in the 100m and 200m
T35: the first Indian woman
with two track and field
medals at one Paralympics

@ TUESDAY, NAGOYA
Silverin the 200m T35

@ WEDNESDAY, NAGOYA
Silverin the 100m T35,in 29.53
seconds

Pal won the silver medal in
the women’s 100m T35 event
at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Para Games on
Wednesday, clocking 29.53
seconds.

The medal marked Preethi’s
second silver at the ongoing
continental event. She had
finished second in the
women’s 200m T35
event on Tuesday, con-
tinuing her impressive
performance in Japan.

Preethi is one of In-
dia’s leading para-ath-
letes, having won two
bronze medals at the
Paralympic Games.

She has also secured one sil-
ver and three bronze medals
at the World Para Athletics
Championships, along with
four gold medals at Indian
Open tournaments and a gold
at the New Delhi Grand Prix.

Born into a farming family
in rural Uttar Pradesh, Preethi
faced physical challenges
from birth. Weak legs and an
irregular leg posture affected
her early life. She underwent
traditional treatments and be-
gan wearing callipers at the
age of five, continuing to use
them for eight years.

Her interest in para-sports
developed when she was 17
after watching videos of the
Paralympic Games on social
media. Her career gained mo-
mentum after she met
Paralympian and mentor
Fathima Khatoon, who en-
couraged her to participate in
district, state and national
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WOMEN'’S 100M T35:PREETHI PAL
her second silver, after the 200m on Tuesday

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

Former India leg-spinner
Amit Mishra has been ap-
pointed spin-bowling coach
of Delhi Capitals ahead of the
2027 Indian Premier League
(IPL) season.

The appointment marks his
return to the franchise where
his IPL journey began and his
first coaching assignment in
the tournament.

The 43-year-old retired
from all forms of cricket in
September 2025. Welcoming
the opportunity, Mishra ex-
pressed happiness at begin-

with Delhi Capitals, re-
calling his association
with the team during the
inaugural IPL season in
2008.

He said he hoped to
help the franchise bring
happiness to its sup-
porters, who have been
waiting for an IPL ti-
tle. Delhi Capitals fin-
ished sixth in the
2026 season and are
yet to win the tourna-
ment.

Mishra made an im-

taking a five-wicket haul in

22 ‘

TESTS FOR INDIA

ning his coaching career &

pressive IPL debut in 2008, f

IPL WICKETS IPL MATCHES

his first match. He later
achieved hat-tricks in 2011
and 2013, having taken his
first in 2008. He remains the
only bowler in IPL history to
have recorded three hat-
tricks. e
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IPL HAT-TRICKS, A RECORD

T20 INTERNATIONALS

PREETHI PAL WINS SILVER
IN ASIAN PARA GAMES 100M

competitions.

Preethi made her interna-
tional debut at the 2023 Asian
Para Games in Hangzhou. In
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DID YOU KNOW?
‘ Preethi wore callipers

from the age of five,
L for eight years. o

2024, she won bronze medals
in the 100m and 200m events
at the World Para Athletics
Championships.

She later created history at
the Paris 2024 Paralympics by
becoming the first Indian
woman to win two medals in
track and field at a single
Paralympic Games, securing
bronze in both the 100m and
200m T35 events.

Her latest achievement in
Nagoya further highlights her
consistency and determination
on the international stage.

Amit Mishra joins Delhi Capitals
as spin-bowling coach

Hat-trick record

Mishra took IPL hat-tricks
in 2008, 2011 and 2013. No
other bowler has three in
the tournament’s history.
He played in the IPL from
2008 to 2024, missing
only the 2022 season, and
turned out for four fran-
chises.

Across his IPL career, Mish-
ra represented Delhi Capitals,
Deccan Chargers, Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Lucknow Su-
per Giants. He played in the

tournament from 2008 to
. 2024, missing only the 2022
b scason. He finished with
174 wickets in 162 match-
es at an economy rate of
7.37. Mishra also repre-
’ sented India in 22 Tests,
J 36 One-Day Internationals
and 10 T20 Internationals
between 2003 and 2017.
Delhi Capitals have also
appointed former India cap-
tain Sourav Ganguly as head
coach as part of a wider re-
structuring of the support staff.
The franchise has been active
in the trade window ahead of
the new season, making chang-
es to its playing squad as it
looks to challenge for its maid-
en [PL title.

Amit Mishra hoped to bring an IPL title and happiness to the franchise’s
long-suffering supporters.
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