
BENGALURU

Police have made a major 
breakthrough in the sensation-
al ₹7.11-crore daylight heist in 
Bengaluru, arresting three peo-
ple — including a serving po-
lice constable — who alleged-
ly played a central role in 
planning and executing the 
robbery. Constable Annappa 
Naik, attached to the Govin-
dapura police station, is be-
lieved to be the mastermind. 
Preliminary investigations 
suggest he recruited and 
trained a gang from Kam-
manahalli and Kalyananagar, 
instructing them on police pro-

cedures, how to intercept the 
cash vehicle, and how to es-

cape. The robbery occurred 
when the gang, posing as RBI 

officials, stopped a CMS 
cash-transport vehicle near 
South End Circle on Wednes-
day afternoon and fled with 
the money. Police suspect that 
former CMS employees were 
also involved and helped hide 
the stolen cash somewhere in 
Bengaluru before escaping.
Following Home Minister Dr. 
G. Parameshwara’s directive 
to crack the case within 24 
hours, the police intensified 
the probe and released suspect 
photos soon after gathering 
clues. In a parallel operation, 
two more accused were ar-
rested in Tirupati by a CCB 
team with help from Chittoor 

police. The duo reportedly 
provided key information 
about the remaining abscond-
ing gang members.
The Innova car used in the 
robbery was later found aban-
doned near Tirupati and has 
been seized. Search teams 
from Bengaluru and Tirupati 
are combing hotels, lodges, 
and temple areas to track the 
remaining suspects. Over 20 
people, including HDFC 
Bank staff and CMS employ-
ees, have been questioned. 
Multiple special teams contin-
ue to work round the clock to 
recover the cash and arrest all 
those involved.

A Tejas fighter 
jet crashed 
at Dubai Air 

Show, killing 
its IAF pilot
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The Truth Speaks

CM stands firm 
amid leadership 

change speculation
MYSURU

 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah said he is not 
wrong in his word and has 
fulfilled all promises made 
to the people. He was speak-
ing to the media at Mysuru 
airport while responding to 
former MP D.K. Suresh, 
who had said Siddaramaiah 
always keeps his word.

The Chief Minister re-
peated that he will present 
the state’s next budget him-
self and continue as the 
CM. He made it clear 
that any decision on 
leadership change or 
cabinet reshuffle will be 
taken only by the party 
high command. He 
said all party lead-
ers, ministers, 
and MLAs 
must follow 
whatever 

decision the high command 
takes. He also said he will 
meet party president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, who is 
coming to Bengaluru today.

Speaking about farmers, 
Siddaramaiah said maize 
production has increased in 
the state. This year, about 55 
lakh metric tonnes of maize 
is expected to be produced. 
Because of the high produc-
tion, maize prices have fall-
en sharply, which has 
caused problems for farm-

ers. To support them, 
the state govern-
ment has fixed a 
support price of 
Rs 2,400 per 
quintal for maize.

He also criti-
cized the central 

government 
fo r  im-

porting 
around 

70 lakh metric tonnes of 
maize even when production 
has increased in the country. 
He said he will write a letter 
to the Centre asking them to 
stop the import of maize, as 
it is hurting Indian farmers.

The Chief Minister said 
distilleries have already pur-
chased maize at lower pric-
es. He has instructed offi-
cials to hold discussions 
with distillery owners so 
that more maize is pur-
chased from farmers accord-
ing to the rules. He also an-
nounced that the state gov-
ernment will set up procure-
ment centres to buy about 
10 lakh metric tonnes of 
maize directly from farmers.

Finally, he said he has re-
quested the Centre to give 
compensation for crop dam-
age caused by heavy rains, 
which affected more than 
15.5 lakh hectares of land.

CM Siddaramaiah stated all party leaders, ministers, 
and MLAs must follow high command decisions

No division within Congress, says DCM
BENGALURU

 
Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar has 
strongly denied rumors of in-
ternal groupism and leader-
ship fights within the Con-
gress party. He said all 140 
MLAs of the party belong to 
him and there is no division 
among them. His statement 
comes amid growing talk 
about a possible change in 
the chief minister and cabinet 
reshuffle in the state.

Speaking to reporters, Shi-
vakumar said forming groups 
is not in his nature. He added 
that all MLAs are equal and 
have full rights to meet party 

leaders in Delhi or Bengalu-
ru. He explained that some 
leaders meeting the high 
command is normal during 
reshuffle discussions and 
should not be misunderstood. 
He also said that he 
has not called any-
one or encouraged 
such meetings.

Shivakumar fur-
ther clarified that 
every MLA is eligi-
ble to become a 
minister, deputy chief minis-
ter, or even chief minister. He 
openly stated that Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah has said 
he will complete his full five-
year term. He wished him 

well and said the entire party 
will work together under his 
leadership for the state’s de-
velopment.

Reacting to these develop-
ments, Chief Minister Sidda-

ramaiah said that 
cabinet reshuffling is 
not decided by indi-
viduals. He stressed 
that such decisions 
are taken only by the 
party’s high com-
mand. He also con-

firmed that he will present the 
next state budget and will 
continue as chief minister un-
less the central leadership de-
cides otherwise. He added 
that both he and Shivakumar 

will accept whatever decision 
the high command makes.

Shivakumar also spoke 
about rumors related to his 
position as KPCC president. 
He reassured party workers 
that even if he steps down, he 
will continue guiding them 
and working closely with the 
leadership. 

Shivakumar clarified 
every MLA can become 

minister or CM, affirmed 
Siddaramaiah will serve 
full term, and expressed 
party unity for the state’s 

development under his 
leadership

IAF Tejas 
Jet Crashes 

at Dubai 
Air Show, 

Pilot Killed

DUBAI
 

An Indian Air Force (IAF) Te-
jas fighter jet crashed during a 
high-speed demonstration at 
the Dubai Air Show on Friday, 
resulting in the tragic death of 
the pilot. The accident oc-
curred mid-display at the bien-
nial aviation showcase, 
prompting shock across the 
global aerospace community 
and leading to the suspension 
of further demonstration 
flights by India.

The IAF confirmed the inci-
dent on X, saying, “An IAF 
Tejas aircraft met with an acci-
dent during an aerial display at 
Dubai Air Show. The pilot sus-
tained fatal injuries in the acci-

dent. IAF deeply 
regrets the loss of 
life and stands 
firmly with the be-
reaved family in 
this time of grief.” 
The force also announced that 
a court of inquiry has been ini-
tiated to determine the cause 
of the crash.

This marks the second crash 
involving a Tejas aircraft. The 
first occurred in March 2024 
near Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer, 
when a fighter went down 
during a training sortie. In that 
incident—the first in Tejas’s 
23-year operational history—
the pilot ejected safely.

Developed by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), 

the LCA Tejas is a 4.5-genera-
tion, multi-role combat aircraft 

designed for air 
superiority, 
offensive sup-

port, close com-
bat, and ground attack 

missions. It is also 
equipped for maritime op-
erations, making it one of 
the most versatile plat-

forms in the IAF’s 
modern fleet.

The Dubai Air 
Show, one of the 
world’s largest 
aviation events, 
had already drawn 
significant atten-
tion due to a ma-

jor India–Germany defence 
collaboration revealed earlier 
this week. On November 19, 
HAL and German state-backed 
HENSOLDT signed a land-
mark agreement to jointly de-
velop a LiDAR-based Obstacle 
Avoidance System (OAS) for 
Indian military helicopters, 
reviving high-technology co-
operation between the nations 
after nearly three decades. The 
IAF and HAL are expected to 
issue detailed findings once 
the inquiry progresses.

Six killed as strong quake jolts 
Bangladesh, tremors rattle Kolkata
DHAKA

 
A powerful 5.7-magnitude 
earthquake shook central Ban-
gladesh on Friday morning, 
leaving at least six people dead 
and injuring dozens across Dha-
ka and surrounding districts. 
The tremor, which struck at 
10.38 am local time, sent 
shockwaves across the region, 
with strong vibrations felt in 
Kolkata, parts of West Bengal, 
and northeastern India.

According to the US Geolog-
ical Survey, the quake’s epicen-
tre was located near Ghorashal 
in Narsingdi district, approxi-
mately 25 km from Dhaka, at a 
shallow depth of 10 km — a 
factor that intensified the shak-
ing. Local media reported that 
buildings swayed sharply, lead-
ing to chaos as residents rushed 
out of homes, offices, and high-
rise complexes.

Police initially confirmed 
three deaths, but Dhaka-based 
televisions later reported six fa-
talities. These included three 
individuals who died when sec-
tions of a building’s roof and 
wall collapsed, and three pedes-
trians struck by falling metal 
railings. Authorities said dozens 
more were injured in stampedes 
and panic-driven incidents, with 

several victims treated for frac-
tures and head injuries.

Bangladesh sits near the ac-
tive boundary of the India and 
Eurasia tectonic plates, making 
the northern and southeastern 
belts prone to seismic activity. 
However, Friday’s tremor 
struck the relatively calmer cen-
tral region, raising fresh con-
cerns among geologists.

A 5.7-magnitude quake struck Bangladesh, killing six  
and triggering widespread panic

Epicentre Snapshot
n �Location: Ghorashal, 

Narsingdi district

n �Magnitude: 5.7

n �Depth: 10 km

n �Time: 10.38 am (local time)

Major incidents:
n �Building roof and wall 

collapse

n �Falling railings injuring 
pedestrians

n �Panic-related injuries 
across Dhaka

CASUALTIES & DAMAGE
DEATHS: 6

� INJURED: Dozens

Tremors in Kolkata 
and Northeast India

Kolkata residents de-
scribed the shaking as 

brief but unsettling. Peo-
ple rushed out of apart-

ments and markets, with 
many reporting swaying 
ceiling fans and rattling 

windows. In Assam’s 
Guwahati, office workers 
evacuated buildings as a 

precaution.

Ashok attacks 
Congress over 

'failures and prices'
BENGALURU

 
Leader of Opposition in the 
Karnataka Legislative Assem-
bly, R. Ashok, strongly criti-
cised the Congress govern-
ment, calling it a total failure 
for the people and farmers of 
the state. He spoke to the me-
dia after releasing a video ti-
tled “Two and a Half Years of 
Heavy Burden on Kannadi-
gas” and another video on 
“Congress Wrongdoings” at 
the BJP state office in 
Malleshwaram. A protest 
poster against the state gov-
ernment was also launched.

Ashok said the Congress 
government has brought only 
suffering to the people through 
rising prices, increasing loans, 
and poor administration. He 
claimed there is confusion 
within the ruling party, as 
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar has fallen ill and 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
has warned party MLAs not to 
travel to Delhi. According to 
him, this shows internal fear 
and struggle for power.

He accused the government 
of burdening the public with 
high prices. He said the prices 
of electricity, milk, petrol, 

diesel, registration charges, 
and daily use items 

have gone up badly. 
He also alleged that 
even ghee prices 
were  increased , 

which he said was 
unfair to poor 

families. 

India introduces four Labour Codes
NEW DELHI

 
In a historic step, the govern-
ment announced the imple-
mentation of four new Labour 
Codes on Friday, aiming to 
improve wages, working con-
ditions, and employee welfare 
across the country. The move 
consolidates 29 existing labour 
laws into a modern frame-
work, making regulations sim-
pler and more effective.

The four labour codes are 
the Code on Wages (2019), In-

dustrial Relations Code (2020), 
Code on Social Security 
(2020), and Occupational Safe-
ty, Health and Working Condi-
tions Code (2020). Labour 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
confirmed at a press conference 
that the codes are now official-
ly the law of the land. Accord-
ing to the ministry, these re-
forms are designed to modern-
ize India’s labour system, sup-
port workers’ welfare, and cre-
ate a workforce ready for the 
demands of today’s economy.

QUICK READ
800 cybercrime accused 
rounded up in operation

CISF named new security regulator for seaports

TMC slams Shah over 
remarks on SIR

NEW DELHI
 The Delhi Police has ar-

rested or bound down 
over 800 accused linked 

to various cybercrime 
modules in a 48-hour op-
eration named 'CyHawk', 
an official said on Friday.
The police have arrested 
or bound down 877 peo-

ple, while 509 individuals 
have been sent notices in 

connection with cyber-
crimes in the 48-hour op-
eration till 9 am on Friday, 

Joint Commissioner of 
Police (Intelligence Fu-

sion and Strategic Opera-
tions) Rajneesh Gupta 

said while addressing a 
press conference.

NEW DELHI
The Union government has appointed the Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF) as the safety regulator 
for over 250 major and minor seaports across India. 

The move aims to strengthen port security, modernize 
operations, and standardize safety measures nation-

wide. CISF will conduct security assessments, prepare 
security plans, and perform core security duties. Offi-

cials also plan to introduce hybrid security models, 
advanced screening systems, and specialized training 

centres for port personnel. Previously, port security 
was overseen by DG Shipping. With CISF now recog-

nised as a security regulator.

KOLKATA
The Trinamool Congress on 
Friday hit out at Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
over his remarks on Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, accusing him 
of using the "infiltrator 
rhetoric" to target West 
Bengal and alleging that 
the Centre had failed on 
national security. The party 
also demanded that Shah 
step down from his post. 
Senior minister Shashi Pan-
ja said Shah went to Gujarat 
and spoke about infiltrators, 
democracy and national 
security, but "the reality is a 
deep sense of insecurity 
across the country." 
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Cubbon Park to host first-ever 11-day flower show
BENGALURU

Cubbon Park will host a color-
ful 11-day flower show starting 
from November 27 and run-
ning till December 7. This is 
the first time the Horticulture 
Department is organizing such 
a large event at Cubbon Park. 
Earlier, only smaller programs 
were held here along with other 
departments.

Visitors will get to see more 
than 100 varieties of flowers 
and plants. Special Japanese 
Ikenbana flower arrangements 
will also be displayed. Over 

100 stalls will be set up across 
the park, selling nursery 
plants, gardening tools, home-
made products, and food 
items. The department has 
spent around ₹40 lakh to 
make the event grand and en-
joyable for all age groups.

The exhibition area will ex-
tend from the Fountain Circle 
near the bandstand to the Bal 
Bhavan gate. One special at-
traction will be an art exhibi-
tion featuring paintings by 
well-known artists, including 
Karnataka artist Rumale 
Chennabasaviah. Cultural 

programs, competitions, and 
live activities will also take 
place during the event, mak-
ing it different from the regu-
lar Lalbagh flower show.

Several groups like Cubbon 
Park Walkers’ Association, 

Rumale Art House, and Indo 
American Hybrid Seeds have 
supported the preparations. Ac-
cording to Deputy Director G. 
Kusuma, the aim is to create a 
lively and refreshing atmo-
sphere for daily walkers and 

visitors. Ticket prices have 
been kept affordable. Adults 
have to pay ₹30 and children 
₹10. School students wearing 
uniforms and carrying valid 
identity cards can enter for free. 
Special parking arrangements 
will be made for visitors 
throughout the event period.

Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh will officially inaugu-
rate the flower show on No-
vember 27. The organizers 
expect a large number of peo-
ple from Bengaluru and near-
by areas to attend and enjoy 
this green celebration.

CUBBON FLOWER FIESTA

QUICK READ

Drunk man plunges 
into canal, escapes 

after rescue

Bangalore  
North University 

announces new jobs

Karnataka opens 
doors for women-led 

business ventures

Bengaluru
A 35-year-old Nepali 

man, Ram Bahadur, fell 
into the Silk Board storm 

water canal on Friday 
morning while reportedly 

intoxicated. Police and 
nearby construction 

workers quickly mounted 
a rescue using a crane to 

lift him from the deep, 
murky water. The swift 

action saved his life, but 
the drama didn’t end 

there. As authorities pre-
pared to take him to a 

hospital for a check-up, 
Ram Bahadur suddenly 

walked away, leaving res-
cuers stunned. Officials 

confirmed no injuries 
were reported, but police 
are trying to locate him to 
ensure his safety and pro-

vide medical attention.

Bengaluru
Bangalore North Universi-

ty has opened applica-
tions for Assistant Librari-
an and Physical Director 

positions for 2025. Candi-
dates with qualifications 
ranging from graduation, 

MPED/PG, M.L.I.S.C, to 
PhD are eligible. Five 
posts are available 

across Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur, and Bengaluru, 

with monthly salaries 
between Rs. 30,000 and 
41,000. Interested appli-
cants must apply offline 
by November 30. Appli-
cation fees vary: Rs. 500 

for general, Rs. 250 for 
BC, and Rs. 100 for SC/ST 

candidates. Applicants 
should carefully fill the 
form, pay the fee, and 
send it to the specified 
address via registered 

post or courier. This is a 
key opportunity for gov-

ernment job seekers.

Bengaluru
The Karnataka State Wom-
en Development Corpora-
tion has invited online ap-

plications from unem-
ployed women in Bengalu-

ru who wish to start their 
own business under the 
Employment, Chetana, 

Gender Minority Rehabilita-
tion, and Dhanashree 

Schemes for 2025-26. In-
terested candidates can 
submit applications at 

Bapuji Seva Kendra, Grama 
One, Bangalore One, and 

Karnataka One centres by 
5.30 pm on December 15, 
2025. For guidance and 

further details, applicants 
can contact the Deputy Di-
rector of Women and Child 

Development, Develop-
ment Inspectors, or Child 

Development Scheme Of-
ficers in their respective ta-
luks. The initiative aims to 
empower women through 

self-employment and 
skill development.

BGS Founder’s Day 
highlights education, 

spirituality, culture
H.D. Kumaraswamy praised BGS and others for running 

educational centers and fostering arts, literature & sports
BENGALURU

Adi Chunchanagiri Peethadhi-
pati Sri Dr. Nirmalananda 
Nath Swamiji emphasized the 
responsible use of power 
during the inauguration of the 
17th BGS Founder’s Day and 
BGS Utsav-2025 at the BGS 
grounds on Kengeri-Uttara-
halli main road. He said pow-
er, if misused, leads to degra-
dation, but when used posi-
tively, it can transform soci-
ety. Swamiji highlighted the 
role of BGS Educational In-
stitution in integrating spiritu-
ality with modern education, 
helping children develop both 
morally and intellectually.

He added that society 
should honor those who work 
for its welfare while they are 
alive, noting that the ideals of 
Bal Gangadhar Swamiji 
should inspire everyone. Even 
those with personal ambitions 
should serve society sincerely.

Union Minister for Steel 
and Heavy Industries H.D. 
Kumaraswamy praised BGS 
and other religious institu-
tions for successfully running 
hundreds of educational cen-
ters despite the closure of 
government schools and other 
institutions. He appreciated 
BGS’s focus on nurturing tal-
ent in arts, literature, and 
sports alongside education.

Jagadguru Shivaratri Deshi 
Kendra Swamiji urged stu-
dents and society to be grate-
ful to BGS for providing Ak-
shara Dasoha to over 1,30,000 

students, acknowledging  
the legacy of Balagangadha-
ranath Swamiji. Public TV 
Ranganath noted that monas-
teries have played a greater 
role than the government in 
promoting education and 
health.

The event was attended by 
Managing Director of BGS 
and SJB Group of Institutions 
Dr. Prakash Nath Swamiji, 
Union Minister Shobha 
K a r a n d l a j e ,  a c t r e s s e s 
Malashree and Aradhana, IAS 
officer Rakesh Singh, and 
other dignitaries.

Experts Warn Bike 
Taxis Are Unsafe, 

Illegal, Traffic Hazard
BENGALURU

A Karnataka government ex-
pert committee has clearly 
said that bike taxis should 
remain banned in the state. 
The panel called them un-
safe, illegal, and unsuitable 
for the city’s traffic system. 
The committee was formed 
after a directive from the 
Karnataka High Court and is 
chaired by Transport Secre-
tary N.V. Prasad.

The report explained that 
private motorcycles with 
white number plates cannot 
legally carry passengers for 
money. Under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, such services 
must have commercial reg-
istration, permits, insur-
ance, and aggregator licenc-
es, which bike taxis do not 
follow. The committee also 
said there is no approved 
insurance policy for private 
bikes carrying paid passen-
gers, which puts both riders 
and customers at risk 
during accidents.

However, the panel al-
lowed app-based delivery 
riders to continue their work. 
It made a clear legal differ-
ence between carrying peo-
ple and carrying goods. Ac-
cording to the committee, 
delivering items through 
apps like Swiggy, Zomato, 

Zepto, and BigBasket is legal 
because they transport goods, 
not people. Goods can be de-
livered using bicycles, pri-
vate two-wheelers, or even 
by walking.

The panel also warned that 
allowing bike taxis would 
increase traffic congestion in 
Bengaluru. It stated that the 
number of two-wheelers has 
almost doubled from 2015 to 
2025, while BMTC buses 
increased by only 14 percent. 
The report said buses are 
more useful because they 
carry many people using less 
road space. It also noted that 
bike taxis are not cheap as 
claimed. A short ride costs 
nearly ₹50, while a BMTC 
ticket starts at ₹6. The report 
raised social concerns, say-
ing many riders are college 
students using family vehi-
cles, affecting their studies.

The report stated 
private motorcycles 
with white number 
plates cannot carry 
paid passengers, as 

bike taxis lack 
commercial 

registration, permits, 
insurance, and 

approved policies, 
risking riders and 

customers.

Raghu emphasized sanitation workers’ importance, urged timely wage 
payments, protection of rights, and respectful treatment by all officials

Chairman warns against delaying 
sanitation workers’ salaries

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Safai 
Karmachari Commission 
Chairman P. Raghu issued a 
strong warning that delay in 
paying salaries to sanitation 
workers will not be tolerated 
in any case. He said strict ac-
tion will be taken against of-
ficers responsible for such 
delays.

He was speaking during a 
live interaction program with 
civic workers, auto tipper 
drivers, cleaners, and helpers 
working under Bengaluru 
West Nagar Palika. The pro-
gram was held at Gyan Soud-
ha Auditorium in Govindara-
janagar on Thursday.

Raghu said sanitation work-

ers play a key role in keeping 
the city clean and healthy, and 
their rights must be protected. 
He stressed that their wages 
must be paid on time without 
excuses. He also asked offi-
cials to behave respectfully 
with all workers.

During the interaction, civic 
worker Anjinamma raised is-
sues regarding mistakes in 
official records. She said there 
were wrong entries in dates of 
birth, places of birth, and 
problems in appointment let-
ters given to workers.

The Corporation Commis-
sioner assured that a special 
correction camp will be con-
ducted soon with support 
from the Revenue and Social 
We l f a r e  D e p a r t m e n t s . 

Through this camp, errors in 
documents, including date of 
birth, will be corrected.

The Commission was also 
informed that civic workers are 
being forced to sort garbage il-
legally and are threatened with 
job loss if they refuse. On this 
issue, the Commissioner 
warned supervisors to stop 
such practices immediately.

Some workers also reported 
cases of physical attack and 
harassment by the public 
during duty. Chairman Raghu 
instructed senior officials to 
provide timely support and 
ensure full safety and protec-
tion for all civic workers.

The interaction program 
was attended by Additional 
Commissioner Digvijay Bod-
ke, Commission Secretary 
Sumaya Roohi, Joint Com-
missioner Aarti Anand, and 
other senior officials. Many 
sanitation workers, drivers, 
helpers, loaders, and laborers 
from the municipal area also 
took part and shared their 
concerns.

The Chairman said such 
programs will continue to un-
derstand workers’ problems 
and ensure fair treatment 
across the city.

Commissioner’s phone-in brings fast action
BENGALURU

Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration Commissioner Pomma-
la Sunil Kumar held an early 
morning Phone-In Pro-
gramme at 7 a.m on Friday 
from the Byatarayanapura 
Control Room on Amrutha-
halli Main Road to hear pub-
lic complaints directly. Citi-
zens from different areas 
called in and shared their 
problems related to roads, 
waste, and public safety.

Many residents thanked the 
Commissioner for taking time 
to listen in person. Sadashiva 
Kore from MCHS Layout was 
among those who called to 
appreciate the efforts and on-
going development works in 
the city limits. People said the 
programme made them feel 
heard and respected.

The Phone-In Programme 
began on September 26. In 
the last eight weeks, 431 com-
plaints were received from the 
public. 

Out of these, 279 issues 
have been solved. Around 25 
complaints were not under the 
North Corporation’s control, 
so they were sent to other de-
partments. For the remaining 
11 7  c o m p l a i n t s ,  t h e  
Commissioner has ordered 

quick action.
During today’s programme 

alone, 44 people called and 58 
complaints were registered. 
Out of these, 21 complaints 
were about road maintenance 
and potholes. The Commis-
sioner said pothole filling 
work is already going on day 
and night. Officers were told 
to speed up the work and 
make sure roads are safe and 
smooth for traffic.

Indira Nagar commercial 
properties face huge 

revenue demand
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Central 
Municipal Corporation has 
issued demand notices to 
several commercial prop-
erties on Indira Nagar’s 
100-feet road after a recent 
revenue review and revi-
sion survey. Commissioner 
Rajendra Cholan said the 
survey identified a total 
demand of over Rs. 7.21 
crore.

The review, conducted 
on November 14, 2025, 
covered 197 properties 
across the Jeevan Bhi-
managar and Domlur reve-
nue divisions. Out of these, 
147 properties were found 
to have correct revenue 
payments, while 49 build-
ings showed discrepancies. 
Notices have been issued 
to these 49 properties for 
recovery of the pending 
amounts.

In Jeevan Bhimanagar’s 
Ward 80, ten properties owe 
nearly Rs. 1.98 crore, and in 
Ward 88, 16 properties owe 
about Rs. 3.89 crore. In 
Domlur, Ward 89 saw notic-
es issued for two properties 

totaling Rs. 45 lakh, and 
Ward 112 had eight proper-
ties with dues amounting to 
nearly Rs. 89 lakh.

Commercial property 
owners have 15 days to 
submit counter-claims after 
receiving the show-cause 
notices. If no objections 
are raised, the Corporation 
will recover the dues ac-
cording to rules. Commis-
sioner Cholan added that 
the phased review and re-
vision surveys will contin-
ue across the Central City 
Corporation’s jurisdiction. 
The Corporation will take 
action against property 
owners who underreport 
taxes through self-declared 
applications.

This move is part of the 
city’s ongoing efforts to en-
sure transparency in proper-
ty tax collection and to pre-
vent revenue leakage from 
incorrect declarations.

Shukla humorously compares city traffic to space travel
BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Tech Summit 
2025 ended with a light mo-
ment that spoke about a seri-
ous daily problem — traffic. 
Astronaut and Indian Air 
Force Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla made every-
one laugh when he said reach-
ing the venue from Maratha-
halli was harder than coming 
back from space.

He shared that he spent al-

most three times the duration of 
his speech just travelling to the 
Bangalore International Exhi-
bition Centre (BIEC). 
His joke quickly 
caught attention and 
became a talking point 
across the event halls.

Later, Karnataka IT 
Minister  Priyank 
Kharge also mentioned 
this incident while speaking at 
the Future Makers Conclave. 
He said that if space travel feels 

easier than driving through 
Bengaluru roads, then traffic 
needs urgent attention. He as-

sured that the govern-
ment is working on 
improving mobility 
and reducing such sit-
uations in the future.

The three-day Ben-
galuru Tech Summit 
saw massive participa-

tion from across the world. 
Around 20,680 delegates from 
57 countries attended the event. 

Along with them, more than 
46,389 business visitors reached 
the venue, taking the total foot-
fall close to 92,500 people.

The summit featured more 
than 630 speakers and 100 live 
sessions. These focused on ar-
tificial intelligence, deep tech-
nology, biotechnology, aero-
space, start-ups, and other 
emerging fields. The exhibition 
space had 1,015 companies and 
innovators displaying their 
products and services. 

Global Yoga 
Summit to  

unite masters 
worldwide

BENGALURU

The Global Yoga Summit 
2025, one of the year’s most 
anticipated spiritual and well-
ness gatherings, will be held 
on December 6 and 7 at the 
Dr. Babu Rajendra Prasad In-
ternational Convention Hall 
in GKVK, Bengaluru. The 
event is being organized by 
the Rotary Bengaluru Global 
Yoga Club along with Rotary 
International Districts 3191 
and 3192.

Coordinated by the Karna-
taka Food and Civil Supplies 
Corporation and supported by 
the Ministry of Ayush, Rajiv 
Gandhi University of Health 
Sciences, Swami Vivekanan-
da Yoga Research & Holistic 

H e a l t h 
Trust, and 
Y o g a 
Universi-
ty of the 
A m e r i -
cas,  the 
s u m m i t 
will bring 
together 

more than 60 renowned yoga 
masters, doctors, scientists, 
and scholars from India and 
abroad.

The two-day programme 
will feature drugless treat-
ment discussions, scientific 
research papers, mantra yoga, 
Bhagavad Gita and Lalita Sa-
hasranama mass chanting, 
mass Agnihotra, scientific 
yoga sessions, and interac-
tions with spiritual leaders. 
Cultural and spiritual events, 
along with dialogues involv-
ing corporate and government 
officials, are also planned.

Organisers aim to create job 
opportunities for 4,000 to 
5,000 yoga teachers in  
Bengaluru and strengthen 
platforms for therapeutic yoga 
practit ioners.  Over 108 
pre-summit events have  
already been held.
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MLA Prabhu Chavan Visits Livestock 
Breed Conservation Centre

AURAD
 

Following several complaints 
from the public regarding the 
ongoing construction of the 
Livestock Breed Conservation 
and Training Centre at 
Hedgapur village, MLA Pra-
bhu Chavan visited the site 
and inspected the work.

He inspected various build-
ings under construction, in-
cluding the farmers’ training 
centre, livestock breed con-
servation centre, and poultry 
conservation centre. He ob-
served that curing was not 
being done properly, low-
grade cement was being used, 
and the overall construction 
was poor in quality.

He stated, “There are con-
tinuous complaints from the 
locals, so I personally came to 
inspect. If this continues, it 
will not be tolerated. If the 
work remains substandard, 

the contractors will be black-
listed.”

MLA Chavan further said 
that farmers in Bidar district 
involved in animal husbandry 
should adopt scientific meth-
ods and earn better profits. He 
added, “I dream of seeing our 
farmers evolve into entrepre-
neurs. When I was the Minis-
ter for Animal Husbandry, I 
approved a ₹34.49-crore 
Livestock Breed Conservation 
and Farmers’ Training Cen-

tre—the first of its kind in 
Kalyana Karnataka—for this 
region.”

Calling it his dream project, 
he stressed that since the 
work is intended for the ben-
efit of farmers, there will be 
no compromise on quality. He 
issued strict instructions to 
use high-quality cement and 
other materials and ensure 
proper curing.

He added, “Officials cannot 
simply hand over the work to 

contractors and sit in their of-
fices. Executive Engineers 
and Assistant Executive Engi-
neers of the implementing 
department must be present at 
the site and ensure quality 
work. Officers from the Ani-
mal Husbandry Department 
must also visit the site regu-
larly, monitor the work, and 
give necessary guidance.”

Present on this occasion 
were Vijaykumar, Executive 
Engineer of Karnataka Hous-
ing Board; Shashikumar, As-
sistant Executive Engineer; 
and leaders Shivajirao Patil 
Munganale, Ramashetti Pan-
nale, Shrimant Patil, Shivaji-
rao Kale, Sachin Rathod, Ker-
raba Pawar, Shivaraj Almaje, 
Rajkumar Soral, Shivalinga 
Chitta, Shivkumar Panchal, 
Nagashetty Gadage, Aneel 
Mustapur, Manohar Bogar, 
Hanamant Yaranalle, Basa-
varaj Ganje, and others.

ENSURE QUALITY WORK

QUICK READ

Attempt-to-Murder 
Allegation: BJP Leader 

Manikantha Rathod 

Man Kills Daughter to 
Frame Neighbors  
in a Land Dispute

Attempted Attack on 
Rasheed Mutya in 

Narayanapura

Kalaburagi
BJP leader Manikantha 

Rathod was arrested late 
Thursday night by Nelogi 
Police of Jewargi taluk on 

charges of attempt to 
murder.  Rathod, along 

with several others, had 
staged a protest in 

Narayanpur village of 
Jewargi, demanding the 

arrest and externment of 
Rasheed Mutya, a man 

who practices traditional 
herbal medicine.

After the protest, a major 
drama unfolded in the vil-

lage. It is reported that 
when Rasheed Mutya 

was leaving the area in a 
car, stones were thrown 

at the vehicle, resulting in 
injuries to the car driver.
Based on this incident, 

police stated that Mani-
kantha Rathod has been 

arrested on at-
tempt-to-murder charges 
and has been remanded 

to judicial custody.
A case has been regis-

tered at the Nelogi Police 
Station.

Kalaburagi
In a shocking incident in 
Kallahangarga village of 
Kalaburagi taluk, the po-

lice have arrested a father 
who killed his disabled 
daughter and tried to 

make it appear as a sui-
cide. The deceased girl 
has been identified as 

Manjula (17), and the ac-
cused father is Gunderav 
Neelur. During investiga-

tion by the Sub-Urban 
Police, it was revealed 

that it was a murder, not a 
suicide.

What Happened?
The father, Gunderav 

Neelur, had a land dispute 
with his neighbors and 

wanted to send them to 
jail. To achieve this, he 

strangled his own daugh-
ter to death. He then 
wrote the neighbors’ 

names in a death note, 
placed it in his daughter’s 
hand, and tried to stage it 

as a suicide.
However, the police be-

came suspicious and 
conducted an inquiry, 

which revealed that it was 
indeed a murder and not 

a suicide.

Kalaburagi
Since Thursday, tension 

has been building in 
Narayanapura village of 
Jevargi taluk. BJP leader 

Manikantha Rathod led a 
“Narayanapura Chalo” 

march demanding the ar-
rest of Rasheed Mutya. 

They alleged that he was 
cheating people by claim-

ing to perform miracles 
and by promising medi-

cines that could help 
childless couples have 

children. They demanded 
his immediate arrest.

However, on Friday, some 
villagers attempted to at-
tack Rasheed Mutya and 
forced him to leave the 

village. They chased after 
him as well. Police pres-
ent at the spot rescued 

Rasheed Mutya and took 
him away from the vil-
lage. This information 
was received around 2 

PM on Friday.

Club plans improved tournament in Bidar
BIDAR

 
In collaboration with the Ro-
tary Club of Bidar Silver 
Star, a tournament will be 
held on January 9, 10, and 
11, 2026, at the prestigious 
B.V. Bhoomaraddi School 
and College Grounds in the 
city. The event is being orga-
nized with the motto “Edu-
cate a Child, Empower a Fu-
ture” to raise scholarships for 
poor schoolchildren. This 
was announced by Club Pres-
ident Adheesh Rajneesh Vali 
during a weekly meeting held 
with cricket team owners at 
the SRS Function Hall on the 

outskirts of the city.
During the meeting, the 

tournament poster was re-
leased. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rotary Kalyana Zone 

Assistant Governor Ha-
washetti Patil said that last 
year’s tournament enabled 
many social service activi-
ties, and this year too all 

team owners and Rotary 
members should cooperate 
and set an example for the 
country.

Later, Rotary Silver Star 

Secretary Kiran Samuel said 
that last year, when they or-
ganized the tournament, they 
lacked experience, but this 
year they intend to conduct it 
in an excellent manner and 
set an example for others. 
For this, support and cooper-
ation from all members is 
very important, he added.

Basavaraj Dhannur, advisor 
of Rotary Silver Star Club, 
said that the funds raised from 
this year’s cricket tournament 
will be used for social welfare 
activities by providing schol-
arships to underprivileged 
talented children.

Former Secretary Pooja 

George spoke about the 
breast cancer awareness and 
treatment initiatives previ-
ously undertaken. This year’s 
tournament planning will be 
led by Sahan Patil and Anand 
Kortaki. Rotarian Spoorthi 
Dhannur provided details 
about the tournament struc-
ture.

On this occasion, Ravi 
Moolege, Club Directors 
Lavnith Singh, Manjunath 
Khuba, Guru Sindhol, Man-
junath, Mahesh Chimkode, 
Spoorthi Dhannur, Raghu-
vendra Regental, Nitin Kar-
poor, and several others were 
present.

Rotary Silver Star will host a Kalyana Zone cricket tournament on Jan 9–11 to fund education for underprivileged children

Protest Opposes Government Plan to 
Close Schools Under KPS-Magnet Scheme
RAICHUR

 
Accusing the state govern-
ment of planning to close 
government schools under the 
KPS–Magnet Scheme, the All 
India Democratic Students’ 
Organisation (AIDSO) held a 
protest march from Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Circle to Tipu Sul-
tan Garden in the city.

Addressing the protest, 
AIDSO State Secretariat 
member Kalyan Kumar said:

“The Karnataka government 
has decided to start 700 KPS–
Magnet schools across the 
state, which will lead to the clo-
sure of several government 
schools. Already, the govern-
ment has identified the Govern-
ment School at Honganoor in 
Channapatna taluk as a Magnet 
School. Following this, orders 
have been issued to immediate-
ly merge several surrounding 
schools within a 6 km radius 
into Honganoor KPS.”

He said, “This decision is 
condemnable.”

Kalyan Kumar further said 
that the government’s policy 
has created fear among the 
public. “Villagers want their 

local schools to continue 
functioning and be developed 
to ensure quality education 
for local children. Under the 
700 KPS–Magnet schools, 
thousands of government 
schools across the state will 
be merged. The government 
plans to start 5,900 KPS–
Magnet schools, one in each 
gram panchayat. If this hap-
pens, nearly 40,000 govern-
ment schools, including gov-
ernment degree colleges, may 
face closure.”

He added that introducing 
vocational education from 
Class 6 would disrupt learn-
ing of core subjects such as 
science, mathematics, social 
science, and languages. He 
criticised the move to out-
source school administration 
and allow schools to generate 
their own revenue.

“Instead of ensuring proper 
use of public tax money to 
provide and improve educa-
tion, the government is shift-
ing responsibilities onto 
schools. Outsourcing school 
management and insisting 
schools generate revenue vio-
lates the fundamental vision 
of public education,” he said.

He demanded that the state 
government immediately 
withdraw the KPS–Magnet 
Scheme, ensure teacher re-
cruitment, provide basic facil-
ities, and protect and strength-
en government schools.

Those present at the protest 
included State Secretary Ajay 
Kamat, District Secretary 
Basavaraj, office bearers Nan-
dagopal, Shivakumar, Sri-
kanth Vireesh, Sameer, Basa-
varaj G., and many others.

He listed the schools that are to be merged:
n �Hodike Hosahalli Government Primary School – 77 students

n �Kanni Doddi School – 82 students

n Ammalli Doddi School – 31 students

n �Santemogehalli School – 100 students

n �Mogehalli Doddi – 20 students

n �Sunnaghatta School – 80 students

Increased Moisture; Pest 
Attack on Pigeon Pea

HUMANABAD
 

In a field in Handikera village 
of Humanabad taluk, pests 
have been found attacking pi-
geon pea crops. Farmers, who 
were hoping that at least pi-
geon pea (togari) would give 
them some support among 
this year’s monsoon crops, are 
now troubled by excessive 
moisture.

This year, from the begin-
ning of the monsoon through 
the late monsoon period, con-
tinuous rains destroyed soy-
bean, black gram, and green 
gram crops completely, push-
ing farmers into distress. 
Now, due to heavy humidity 
and cloudy weather, their mis-
ery has worsened.

Many pigeon pea plants 
have already flowered and 
half of the pods have started 
forming. But due to the 
cloudy atmosphere of the last 
three to four weeks and the 
recent rains, the fear of 
pod-borer pest infestation has 
increased.

In Hudgi, Hallikhed (B), 
Madaraganv, Nandaganv, 
Hallikhed (K), Ghataboral, 
Ghodawadi of Humanabad 
taluk, and Nirana, Bemal-

akheda, Changlera, Man-
naekhalli of Chitguppa ta-
luk—altogether around 30 
villages—farmers have sown 
pigeon pea in most of the ag-
ricultural land this year. After 
earning good income last 
year, farmers expected similar 
results this time.

“Over the past week, due to 
unfavorable weather, pod-bor-
er pests have increased in pi-
geon pea crops. They lay eggs 
and build nests on leaves, 
flowers, and pods, causing 
crop damage and resulting in 
reduced yield,” farmers ex-
pressed their concerns.

RAICHUR
 
The Madya Nishedha Andola-
na Karnataka (Liquor Prohibi-
tion Movement – Karnataka) 
will launch a women-led Sa-
tyagraha at Freedom Park in 
Bengaluru from November 25, 
demanding that the state gov-
ernment implement a law giv-
ing Gram Panchayats supreme 
authority to enforce liquor pro-
hibition and to take strict ac-
tion against illegal liquor traf-
ficking, said Virupamma, a 
leader of the movement.

Addressing a press confer-
ence today, she said:

“In several states such as 
Haryana and Maharashtra, the 
decisions taken in Gram 
Sabhas are final. If 20% of 
women in the Gram Sabha 

sign and approve a resolution, 
the liquor shop license in that 
village is cancelled. A similar 
system must be implemented 
in our state as well. Until 
2016, Gram Sabhas in Karna-
taka had such powers, but they 
were removed. These powers 
must be restored.”

She further added that ille-
gal liquor sales are occurring 
in homes, bars, petty shops, 
and grocery stores across the 
state. “Even after submitting 
written complaints to the Ex-
cise Department and other 

concerned authorities, no ac-
tion has been taken. There-
fore, we demand that wom-
en’s vigilance committees be 
given quasi-judicial authority, 
and our Satyagraha will be 
held to press for this de-
mand,” she said.

Dr. Sharada Hulinayak, 
speaking on the occasion, said:

“Alcohol consumption is 
destroying families and the 
well-being of society. The 
government must immediately 
work towards liquor prohibi-
tion. Instead of depending on 
excise revenue, the govern-
ment should focus on protect-
ing thousands of women af-
fected by alcohol abuse.”

On this occasion, Hucham-
ma, Maremmma, and Gururaj 
were present.

Virupamma Calls Sit-in Satyagraha 
at Freedom Park for Liquor Ban

Reading Books Helps Build a 
Sensitive Personality: B.H. Niragudi
KALABURAGI

 
Developing the habit of read-
ing books enables students to 
build a sensitive and thought-
ful personality in the future, 
said B.H. Niragudi, member of 
the Kannada Book Authority.

He was speaking at the Car-
valho Book Introduction Pro-
gram organized on Thursday 
at Sri Shivalingeshwar Gov-
ernment First Grade College, 
Madan Hipparagi village of 
Aland taluk, in collaboration 
with the Kannada Book Au-
thority. He said, “Good books 
have brought transformation in 
individuals, society, and the 
world. Such books inspire us 
towards intellectual thinking, 
knowledge, experience, and 
achievement. The Book Au-
thority is continuously under-
taking innovative programs to 
cultivate a culture that strength-
ens the love for reading.” For-
mer Rangayana Chairman Pra-
bhakar Joshi, who inaugurated 
the event, said, “Reading 

books does not only mean 
reading literature or mytholog-
ical stories. Books related to 
science and technology, music, 
art, and other areas of our in-
terest provide deeper knowl-
edge and help us achieve more 
in those fields. Therefore, one 
must cultivate the habit of 
reading.” Lecturer Sanjay Pa-
til, who introduced the novel 
Carvalho, said, “K.P. Poor-
nachandra Tejaswi has por-
trayed the natural wealth and 
biodiversity of the Malenadu 
region through this novel. The 
characters such as Mandanna, 
Carvalho, Haruva Othi, and 
Kivi have kept the narrative 
alive and relevant even today.”

Students Monica Elikeri and 
Monica Salagar also spoke on 
the occasion. Principal Basa-
vanthrao Patil presided over 
the program. Professors Vijay-
alakshmi Kumbar, Shankar 
Soore, Ambaji Pandey, Shiva-
kumar, Parashuram, Basappa 
H., and Sanjay Pujari were 
present.

Crop Loss Due to Rain: Farmers 
Protest Demanding Compensation
RAICHUR

 
Cotton, chilli, paddy, and 
several other crops have been 
damaged by heavy rains, 
causing severe losses to 
farmers. Demanding that the 
government announce com-
pensation, the Karnataka 
State Farmers’ Association 
staged a protest in front of 
the District Administration 
Building in the city.

Cotton cultivation has in-
creased significantly in the 
district. Large quantities of 
cotton are arriving in the 
market. However, farmers 
are getting only ₹6,500 to 
₹7,000 per quintal. Although 
the central government has 
announced a Minimum Sup-
port Price (MSP) of ₹8,110 

per quintal, due to wide-
spread corruption among of-
ficials at the procurement 
centers, farmers are not re-
ceiving the proper price,” 
alleged the leaders of the as-
sociation.

During the current mon-
soon season, farmers have 
sown various crops such as 
cotton, paddy, chilli, jowar, 
pigeon pea, onion, and differ-
ent vegetables. But due to 
excessive rainfall and floods, 
farmers have incurred huge 
losses. The Farmers' Associ-
ation brought this issue to the 
notice of the government, 
and the Chief Minister him-
self conducted an aerial sur-
vey and announced compen-
sation amounts based on crop 
damage.

However, registering for 
cotton procurement has be-
come a major challenge for 
farmers. Since slot booking 
closes within just 30 seconds, 
most farmers are unable to 
register. The association de-
manded immediate rectifica-
tion of this issue. They also 
insisted that procurement 
centers for cotton, pigeon 
pea, paddy, and jowar must 
be opened on time and pay-
ments should be credited to 
farmers’ accounts within the 
stipulated period.

They further stated that 
works carried out under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission in the dis-
trict were of very poor quali-
ty and demanded a high-level 
investigation and appropriate 
action.
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Authorities urge public to ignore misleading rice messages
CHITRADURGA

 
The Joint Director of the 
Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs Department 
has clarified that the rice be-
ing supplied through govern-
ment schemes is not plastic 
rice, but enriched rice. He 
appealed to people not to be-
lieve in false rumors and mis-
leading messages.

He said the government has 
introduced enriched rice to 
fight malnutrition and im-
prove the health of children, 
women, elderly people and 

pregnant mothers. This rice is 
being distributed under the 
Mid-Day Meal Scheme (Ak-
shara Dasoha), Anganwadi 
nutrition programs and other 
welfare schemes from May 

2022. It is also supplied 
through fair price shops to 
reach poor families.

Enriched rice is made from 
rice flour mixed with import-
ant nutrients like iron, folic 
acid and Vitamin B12. These 
nutrients are pressed and 
shaped like normal rice grains 
so they can mix easily with 
regular rice. For every quintal 
of rice, one kilogram of en-
riched rice is added. This 
helps increase nutrition with-
out changing daily food hab-
its. The officer explained that 
enriched rice may look differ-

ent from normal rice. It may 
have a different shine, size 
and texture. Because of this, 
some people wrongly think it 
is plastic rice. He strongly de-
nied this and said enriched 
rice is not made of plastic or 
any harmful material. It is 
completely safe for consump-
tion.

He also explained that en-
riched rice usually floats 
when washed in water. Many 
people throw away the float-
ing rice thinking it is fake. He 
appealed to women and moth-
ers not to discard it. Instead, 

they should cook it along with 
the regular rice as usual.

He added that lack of nutri-
ents in daily food is one of the 
main reasons for anemia and 
malnutrition in children and 
women. The enriched rice 
program is part of the Gov-
ernment of India’s effort un-
der the National Food Securi-
ty Act to provide healthier 
food to the poor.

He requested all beneficia-
ries to stay calm, not believe 
rumors, and support this pro-
gram for better health and nu-
trition of future generations.

RICE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

QUICK READ

Leopard sightings 
near Anjanadri raise 

safety fears

Man hospitalized, 
young woman dead in 

roadside collision

Scheduled power 
outage affects 

Chikkaballapur region

GANGAVATI
A leopard spotted near 
Anjanadri ahead of the 

December 2–3 Hanuma 
Mala festival has worried 
locals as lakhs of devo-

tees are expected to vis-
it. Residents say this is 
the third sighting in 15 

days and urged the for-
est department to trap 

the animal for public 
safety. A calf was also 

attacked at the home of 
Congress leader Girish 

Rao Gaikwad, though it 
survived after villagers 

intervened. In another in-
cident, a leopard cub 
was found in a paddy 

field near Gohalli Cross 
in Holenarasipur taluk, 

alarming farmers. Locals 
are demanding swift 
action to capture the 

leopards.

DAVANAGERE
A young woman, Priya 
(21), died and a man, 

Yogesh, was critically in-
jured after a bike crash 
near Mitlakatte village 

on Davanagere outskirts. 
Both had fought at a 

dhaba after college and 
were riding bikes when 
Yogesh, following Priya 
on his bike, tried to pick 
her up mid-road. In the 
process, he lost control, 
and the bike hit an elec-
tric pole. Yogesh is ad-

mitted to a private hos-
pital in serious condition. 
Priya’s family has filed a 
police complaint at Har-
ihar Rural Police Station. 
CCTV footage captured 
parts of the fight leading 

to the tragic accident.

CHIKKABALLAPUR
Residents of Gauribida-

nur, Gudibande, and 
surrounding rural areas 

are advised of a 
planned power outage 
on November 23. The 

supply from the 
220/66/11 kV station to 
multiple substations, in-

cluding Gauribidanur, 
Allipura, Ramapur, 

Kudumalakunte, and 
others, will be suspend-
ed from 10 am to 5 pm. 
This will affect towns 
and villages in the ta-

luks, including Peresan-
dra and Mandikal. The 

Chikkaballapur Bevikam 
requested public coop-
eration during the inter-
ruption. Executive Engi-

neer P.G. Ramesh Ku-
mar said the outage is 
necessary for mainte-

nance and safety meas-
ures. Residents are 

urged to plan accord-
ingly and ensure essen-

tial appliances are 
managed during the 

downtime.

Students protest against 
proposed govt school closures

Students protested the Karnataka Public Schools Magnet scheme, saying it 
would merge small schools, harming poor and rural children statewide

MYSURU
 

Students of AIDSO held a 
strong protest near the old DC 
office in Mysuru against the 
state government. They 
claimed the government plans 
to close over 40,000 govern-
ment schools soon.

The protest was against 
Karnataka Public Schools 
Magnet scheme. Students said 
the plan will merge small 
schools and shut them down 
affecting poor and rural chil-
dren across the state badly.

State Treasurer Subhash 
said only 5,900 gram pancha-
yats exist while Karnataka has 
49,600 government schools. 
He warned only a few schools 
will remain after the new plan 

is implemented statewide.
He also named several 

schools  l ike Maharaja , 
Kanakagiri, People’s Park and 
Hootgalli that may become 
magnet schools. Others may 
be closed or merged, reducing 
access for nearby villages and 
students.District Secretary Ni-
tin said schools with less than 

fifty students within one to 
five kilometers will  be 
merged. He said many villag-
es still do not have proper bus 
services today.

He added that poor children 
cannot travel six to seven ki-
lometers daily. Due to dis-
tance and no transport, many 
children have already stopped 

going to school in rural areas 
today.AIDSO also criticized 
government loans for this 
project. They said a loan of 
2,500 crore is taken and an-
other 10,000 crore is planned, 
increasing debt burden on cit-
izens and future.Leaders 
called this a move to support 
corporate interests and weak-
en free education. They urged 
students, teachers and parents 
to unite and protect govern-
ment schools across Karnata-
ka from this decision.

Hundreds of students from 
different colleges joined the 
protest. District vice president 
Swati and several office bear-
ers also participated. They 
said protests will continue un-
til the plan is withdrawn fully.

Yogish urges MLA Channabasappa 
to maintain public harmony

Protesters demand grants 
to save Kannada schools

SHIVAMOGGA
 

Unaided Kannada school 
and college governing bod-
ies across Karnataka have 
launched an indefinite hun-
ger strike in Shivamogga, 
demanding government 
grants to keep rural Kanna-
da schools alive. For over 
30 years, the unions have 
been fighting for funds, but 
repeated appeals have 
brought no results. Many 
rural Kannada schools now 
face closure due to finan-
cial hardship.

Around 600 unaided 
Kannada schools and col-
leges operate across the 
state, employing nearly 
6,000 teachers and staff. 
Parents in rural areas de-
pend on these institutions 
because they offer afford-
able education, but low fees 
make it difficult for schools 
to maintain facilities or pay 
teachers decent salaries. 
Two teachers fainted during 
the protest due to heat and 

were hospitalized.
Union leaders argue that 

teachers working in these 
schools earn low incomes, 
receive no government ben-
efits, and face insecurity 
after retirement. They ac-
cused the government of 
providing crores in grants 
to  Karna taka  Pub l i c 
Schools while neglecting 
Kannada-medium institu-
tions.

General secretary I.S. 
Athira Matha said govern-
ments since 1995 have 
made promises without ac-
tion. Protesters recalled 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s earlier assurance 
that their demands would 
be fulfilled. They estimate 
that grants worth Rs. 132 
crore would save Kannada 
schools without burdening 
the state.

Teacher Santosh said 
they will continue the pro-
test until the Education 
Minister meets them and 
promises action.

SHIVAMOGGA
 

 Congress Youth leader and 
former corporator H.C. Yo-
gish has advised MLA S.N. 
Channabasappa to act respon-
sibly and not disturb public 
harmony in Shivamogga city.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held here on Friday, Yo-
gish said that some leaders 
are making emotional state-
ments without thinking about 
their impact on society. 

He said such statements 
create fear and confu-
sion among people 
and disturb peace that 
the city has enjoyed 
for many years.

Referring to the re-
cent disturbance in 
Marnami Bail area, 
Yogish said that an 
incident involving an attack 
on a person named Harish 
was wrongly given a commu-
nal angle on social media. He 

said the truth later came out, 
but by then damage had al-
ready been done. He criticised 
the MLA for reacting without 
waiting for full facts. He said 

elected representa-
tives should treat ev-
eryone equally, no 
matter their religion. 
They are not leaders 
of one community, 
but representatives of 
all people. He also 
said that Shivamogga 

is known for peaceful celebra-
tion of all festivals, including 
Ganesh festivals, and such 
harmony should not be dis-

turbed for political gain.
Yogish further pointed out 

that recently a young man 
died in a road accident when 
a private bus hit him. He 
questioned why the MLA did 
not visit the victim’s family 
and show concern. He said 
leaders should stand with ev-
ery family in times of pain, 
without discrimination.

He also spoke about the 
problem of ganja in the city. 
He said drug problems have 
nothing to do with religion. 
Anyone involved, no matter 
who they are, must be pun-
ished according to law. He 
added that law is above reli-
gion and politics.

Several Congress leaders 
and supporters, including Ka-
lim Pasha and S.T. Chan-
drashekhar, were present at 
the press meet. 

They all appealed to the 
public to support peace and 
unity in Shivamogga.

Regarding the Marnami 
Bail incident, Yogish said 

Harish’s attack was 
misrepresented 

communally online, truth 
emerged later, and 

criticized the MLA for 
reacting prematurely.

Yatnal criticized BJP’s internal issues, citing group politics and favoritism, 
warning organizational changes are needed to prevent future election losses

Patil Yatnal Rules Out Midway 
CM Replacement Possibility

DAVANAGERE
 

Expelled BJP MLA Basana-
gouda Pat i l  Yatnal  has 
strongly reacted to the ongo-
ing Chief Minister change 
debate in Karnataka politics. 
He stated that Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah cannot be 
removed midway and that 
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar will not become 
the next Chief Minister.

Speaking to reporters in 
Davanagere, Yatnal said that 
even if leadership change 
discussions are happen-
ing, Siddaramaiah is 
likely to continue in 
the post. He claimed 
that if any change 
h a p p e n s ,  s e n i o r 
leader Mallikarjun 
K h a r g e  c o u l d 
emerge as a pos-
sible option. 
However, he 
said D.K. 
S h i v a -

kumar has no chance of be-
coming the CM.

Yatnal also made sharp re-
marks on internal issues with-
in the BJP. He alleged that the 
party is facing trouble be-
cause of group politics and 
favoritism. According to him, 
unless strong organizational 
changes happen, the party 
may continue to suffer losses 
in future elections.

He criticized what he called 
“family dominance” in the 
state BJP unit and said loyal 
and hardworking workers are 

being ignored. He ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment over the recent 
by-election losses 
and blamed weak 
leadership and lack 
of coordination 
within the party. 
Talking about the 
state government, 

Yatnal said 
polit ical 

i n s t a -

bility and power struggles 
are affecting administration 
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e 
claimed people are losing 
faith because leaders are 
more focused on power than 
public work. He also spoke 
about the rising influence of 
Hindutva politics in Karna-
taka and said it will play a 
major role in future elec-
tions. He expressed confi-
dence that voters will sup-
port strong and clear leader-
ship. Yatnal denied any role 
in promoting internal rebel-
lion but admitted that many 
party workers are demand-
ing leadership change. He 
said senior leaders should 
listen to honest voices in-
stead of ignoring them. His 
statements have once again 
added fuel to the already 
heated political atmosphere 
in Karnataka, as debates 
over leadership, power shar-
ing, and party unity continue 
to dominate state politics.

Ganja and cigarettes seized 
inside Shivamogga Jail

SHIVAMOGGA
 

Nearly 293 grams of marijua-
na and 40 cigarettes were 
seized from the premises of 
Shivamogga Central Jail, ex-
posing serious lapses in pris-
on security. Shockingly, the 
contraband was smuggled 
inside using bananas and even 
hidden in an employee’s un-
derwear. In the first case, an 
auto arrived at the jail gate 
around 2:30 p.m., claiming to 
deliver three bags of bananas 
for the jail canteen. Inspector 
Jagadish of the Karnataka 

State Industrial Security 
Force, along with PSI Prabhu 
S. and staff members Praveen 
and Nirubai, checked the 
bags. Inside the banana bun-
dles, they found marijuana 
and cigarettes tightly wrapped 
in black tape. A total of 123 
grams of marijuana and 40 
cigarettes were recovered. 
Chief Superintendent Dr. 
Ranganath has filed a com-
plaint at Tunga Nagar Police 
Station, and an investigation 
is underway to identify who 
arranged the delivery and who 
packed the contraband.

Goa liquor smuggling 
busted in Karwar forest area
KARWAR

 
Karwar Excise Department 
officials intercepted a large-
scale illegal liquor transport 
operation from Goa, seizing 
649 liters of liquor and five 
two-wheelers worth a total of 
Rs. 7.62 lakh. The accused 
managed to flee the scene 
during the raid. Acting on a 
tip-off, Excise personnel con-
ducted a patrol near the Mu-
dageri Dam forest area on 
Thursday morning around 9 
a.m. They discovered that a 
significant quantity of liquor 
was being carried illegally in 
five two-wheelers. When offi-
cers attempted a raid, the 
smugglers abandoned the ve-
hicles and the liquor before 
escaping. The seized liquor 
included 304 liters of Goa pen-
ny, 284 liters of Goa liquor, 

and 60 liters of beer, with an 
estimated value of Rs. 3.62 
lakh. The five two-wheelers 
used for transportation were 
valued at Rs. 4 lakh. The com-
bined estimated value of the 
seized items stands at Rs. 7.62 
lakh. Excise officials con-
firmed that the operation dis-
rupted a network smuggling 
liquor through forested routes 
from Goa. They have launched 
further search operations to 
track down the absconding ac-
cused and prevent similar ille-
gal activities in the region.

Authorities have reiterated 
the need for public coopera-
tion in reporting illegal liquor 
transport and assured strict ac-
tion against violators. This sei-
zure is being hailed as a major 
step in curbing smuggling ac-
tivities in Karwar and sur-
rounding areas.

Mandya plans 
meeting to 

address caste 
disadvantages

MANDYA
 

A special meeting will be 
held on November 27 at Ka-
veri Hall in Mandya Zilla 
Panchayat to discuss issues 
faced by Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Classes 
(ST) in the district. 

The  meet ing  wi l l  be 
chaired by the Deputy Com-
missioner and aims to find 
solutions to problems affect-
ing these communities.

The discussion will focus 
on the disadvantages faced 
by SC/ST communities in 
the Pandavapura Sub-Divi-
sion at 11:00 a.m., followed 
by a review of challenges in 
the Mandya Sub-Division at 
2:00 p.m. 

The goal is to improve the 
implementation of govern-
ment programs meant to 
support these groups.

According to a release 
from the Social Welfare De-
partment, presidents and 
secretaries of registered SC/
ST associations and organi-
zations in Mandya district 
are expected to attend. Offi-
cials hope the gathering will 
bring forward practical sug-
gestions to reduce social and 
economic gaps.

The meeting is seen as a 
significant step toward en-
suring fair access to re-
sources and opportunities 
for the SC/ST communities 
in Mandya, reinforcing the 
government’s commitment 
to social welfare and inclu-
sive development.

4 family members found dead in well
DHARWAD

 
A shocking tragedy struck 
Chikkamalligawad village in 
Dharwad taluk on Friday, as 
four members of the 
same family were 
found dead in a 
well. The victims 
included a father, 
his son, and two 
young  ch i ld ren , 
ra is ing concerns 
about family dis-
tress. The deceased have 
been identified as Narayan 
Shinde, 42, his father Vit-

thalarao, 85, and two chil-
dren, Shivaraj, 12, and Srin-
idhi, 10. Preliminary reports 
suggest that the incident 
may have been a suicide 

l inked  to  f ami ly 
problems, though in-
vestigations are still 
ongoing.

According to local 
police, the four ar-
rived at the well on a 
bike, left their slip-
pers  nearby,  and 

tragically jumped into the 
well. Authorities from the 
Dharwad Rural Police Sta-

tion reached the site prompt-
ly to investigate the inci-
dent. The bodies were recov-
ered and sent for post-mor-
tem examination to deter-
mine the exact cause of 
death. The community is in 
shock over this heartbreak-
ing loss, and officials are 
calling for anyone with in-
formation to assist with the 
ongoing investigation.

The incident has left the 
village mourning, highlight-
ing the need for awareness 
and support for families fac-
ing distressing situations.



ibcworldnews.comSATURDAY   NOVEMBER 22, 2025
STATE 5

QUICK READ

Farmers urged to 
submit employment 

plan soon

Missing boy sparks 
urgent search in 

Chitradurga

CHITRADURGA
Farmers in Chitradur-

ga district can now 
enroll in the 2026-27 
action plan under the 
Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employ-

ment Guarantee 
Scheme. The plan 

covers the develop-
ment of new planta-

tions for perennial 
fruit crops, garden 

crops, and flowers. In-
terested participants 

are advised to ap-
proach the Assistant 
Horticulture Officers 
at Farmers Contact 

Centers or their Gram 
Panchayats to regis-
ter. Zilla Panchayat 
CEO S. Akash urged 

farmers to act 
promptly, as village 
assemblies will ap-
prove the plans only 
until November 30. 

Early submission en-
sures inclusion, allow-
ing farmers to benefit 

from the govern-
ment-supported em-
ployment and horti-

culture initiatives.

CHITRADURGA
Thirteen-year-old 

Abhishek Thamanna 
from M.R. Nagar, 
Chitradurga, has 

been reported miss-
ing since November 
16. The boy, studying 
in class 8, reportedly 

left home after an 
argument about go-

ing to Hassan 
around 4 pm. Ab-

hishek is 4.3 feet tall, 
has a swarthy face, 
olive skin, black hair 
about three inches 
long, and a normal 

build. He has tattoos 
on his left hand and 

forearm and was 
last seen wearing an 

almond-colored 
shirt and black 

pants. He speaks 
Kannada and Telu-
gu. Anyone with in-

formation is urged to 
call Chitradurga 
Control Room at 
08194-222782.

624/83 8 x 2

Minority Welfare Department
kolar District

Phone : 08152-295257
Date: 20.11.2025

The District Officer, Minority Welfare Department, Kolar,
hereby invites Technical & Commercial Bids from eligible
bidders for supply of perishable and non-perishable food
materials etc., to the Pre-Metric, Post-Metric Hostels, Dr APJ
Schools and MMDRS Schools/Colleges located in Kolar District,
Karnataka, through Public Procurement Portal of Government
of Karnataka (https://kppp. karnataka.gov.in).Interested
eligible Bidders can participate in the Tender through https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in.  Approximate Amount put to tender:
Rs. 3,64,00,000 Lakh. EMD Amount: Rs. 3,74,250/-. Start
date for submission of tender application: 21.11.2025. Last
date to submit: 20.12.2025, 5.00 p.m.

Sd/- District Officer, Minority welfare department,
kolar District

DIPR/KOLAR/RO:364/KSMCA/2025-26

  Tender Notification

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA 
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION
Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has invited item wise e-Tenders from Eligible 

registered contractors for the works coming under the jurisdiction of Chikkodi  
PWD Division 2 works under head of account 4059-CMIDP.  

Amount put to tender is Rs. 80.00 Lakhs & Rs. 116.80 Lakhs respectively.

1)	� Pre-bid meeting date: 03-12-2025 at 11.00 AM, at The O/o the undersigned. 
2)	 Last date for queries & clarifications: 04-12-2025 up to 5.30 PM
3)	 Last Date of Receipt of Bids: 06-12-2025 up to 5.00 PM)
4)	 Date of opening of Technical bids (Two Cover System): 08-12-2025 at 4.30 PM
5)	 Date of opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval of Technical bids”
6)    If no bid received auto extension will be done by e-proc itself for 2 days.

No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-2/TENDER/2025-26/ 4871                                                 Date: 18-11-2025

SD  
Executive Engineer

PWD Division Chikkodi.DIPR/BGM/1364/2025-26

Calendar of events:

For more information & forms of tender can be downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in & 
departmental website www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected from O/o Executive 
Engineer Public Works Dept., Division Chikkodi during working hours.

Item-rate tenders, for the work in PWD, Nelamangala, 
Devanahalli & South Sub Division under this office noted 
below, are invited by the undersigned on behalf of the 
Governor of Karnataka in accordance with Karnataka 
Transparency in Public Procurement Rules 2000 and 
as per Standard Tender Documents for procurement of 
works from the contractors registered in K.P.W.D. as per 
KPPP. Tender Notification are Published for 03 works 
(Rs. 8.92 Lakhs to Rs. 500.00 Lakhs) Details of the tender 
works can be obtained from the above Office during office 
hours on working days. EMD & Tender processing fees 
are mentioned in KPP portal. (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) 
Sl. No. 1 to 3: (1) Tenders must be submitted online through 
KPP portal on or before 4.00 PM on 05.12.2025. (2) The opening 
of tenders through KPP portal on Dated: 06.12.2025 at 
4.30 PM or further date and time will be intimated.
Sl. No. 4 to 6: (1) Tenders must be submitted online through 
KPP portal on or before 4.00 PM on 28.11.2025. (2) The opening 
of tenders through KPP portal on Dated: 29.11.2025 at  
4.30 PM or further date and time will be intimated. For more 
details contact this office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer. 
DIPR/DD-C.P/3958/KSMCA/2025-26

No.: 37/2025-26                                                      Date: 20.11.2025
TENDER NOTIFICATION

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD Bangalore Division, 

2nd Floor, PWD Annexure Building, K.R. Circle, Bengaluru-01. 
Phone: 080-22133370To place a 

classified ad 
contact:  

080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Minister Reddy denies rumors 
of Karnataka govt instability

RAMANAGARA
 

Minister Ramalinga Reddy 
said there is no November 
revolution, no illusion and no 
instability in the Karnataka 
government. He said every-
thing is peaceful and normal, 
and people should not believe 
in unnecessary rumors or po-
litical stories.

Speaking to the media in 
Ramanagara, Reddy reacted 
to questions about the recent 
Delhi visit of some MLAs 
linked to Deputy Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar. He 
said he does not know who 
went to Delhi or why they 

went. He clearly said he has 
no information about any 
leadership change in the state 
government.

He also laughed off reports 
about Dalit ministers holding 
secret meetings. He said if 
four people meet for dinner, it 
does not mean they are plan-
ning politics. He added 
that he is not part of any 
separate group and 
joked that nobody 
even invites him to 
such dinners. He said 
he belongs only to 
the Congress 
and there 
a r e  n o 

internal groups creating trou-
ble. Reddy compared his par-
ty with the opposition and 
said the Congress does not 
have many factions like the 
BJP. According to him, BJP 
has several internal groups 
fighting, but Congress leaders 
are united under one leader-
ship. He said the Congress 

government is stable 
and strong. He also 
spoke about the gov-
ernment completing 
two and a half years in 

office. He said this is 
not like two innings 

in a cricket match. 
For them, the 

full five-year term is one 
complete innings. He prom-
ised that the government will 
continue to focus on develop-
ment work for the full term.

He said the Congress gov-
ernment has already fulfilled 
many promises made to the 
people during elections. There 
is no confusion inside the par-
ty. Everything will be decided 
only by the high command, 
and no local leader can 
change anything alone.

Reddy urged people not to 
fall for false news and trust 
the government for stability 
and development across the 
state.

In Ramanagara, Reddy told media he is unaware of MLAs’ Delhi 
visit or any state government leadership changes

Jalige Panchayat stresses basics at first Gram Sabha
DEVANAHALLI

 
The first phase Gram Sabha for 
the year 2025–26 was held at 
Singrahalli Temple under 
Jalige Gram Panchayat. Villag-
ers, officials, students and 
elected members gathered to 
discuss village needs and re-
view development plans.

Panchayat President Anand 
Kumar S.M. said the pancha-
yat gives top priority to basic 
services like drinking water, 
health, sanitation, roads and 
safety. He urged people to at-
tend ward meetings and gram 
sabhas regularly. He said prob-

lems should be shared openly 
so they can be solved in time. 
He also highlighted that CCTV 
cameras have been installed 
for village safety, health pro-
grams have been improved, 
and children are getting educa-
tion incentives.

Panchayat member Mahesh 
Kumar B.R. said the pancha-
yat’s duty is to provide protec-
tion and good facilities. He 
told villagers not to only look 
at faults, but also compare their 
panchayat with others and sup-
port good work. He said en-
couragement helps leaders 
work harder for development. 

Panchayat Development Offi-
cer Prakash H. presented de-
tails of income, spending and 
completed works. He ex-
plained how funds were used 
for roads, drainage, sanitation 
and public services. During the 
program, the panchayat hon-
ored milk producers for their 
contribution. Sewing machines 
were distributed to trained 
women to support their 
self-employment. Scholarships 
and incentives were given to 
special children and to students 
studying PUC, degree and un-
dergraduate courses. Nodal 
Officer Dhananjaya L.P., Vice 

P r e s i d e n t  B h a v y a  K . 
Prashanth, and several pancha-
yat members were present. Of-
ficials from different depart-
ments also attended and spoke 
with villagers. School children 
and local residents actively 
participated in the meeting.

The program ended with a 
call for unity and regular pub-
lic participation. Leaders said 
development is only possible 
when people and panchayat 
work together. Villagers were 
encouraged to continue sharing 
ideas, raising issues, and sup-
porting local progress in every 
possible way.

Chitradurga 
District Treasury 

holds training 
workshop

CHITRADURGA
 

The District Treasury organized a 
workshop on HRMS-2 and Kha-
jane-2 software for all Distribution 
Officers (DDOs) and Panchayat 
Development Officers of Chitradu-
rga Taluk on Friday at the Zilla 
Panchayat Hall in Chitradurga 
City.

The workshop was inaugurated 
by District Treasury Deputy Direc-
tor H.T. Ashoka, who began the 
event by watering a sapling. He 
briefed participants on the rules for 
creating and submitting bills in 
Treasury-2 and emphasized the 
importance of maintaining a 
monthly expenditure schedule, 
GST reconciliation, and timely 
reconciliation of Zilla Panchayat 
and Taluk Panchayat accounts.

As the financial year-end ap-
proaches, Ashoka also explained 
processes for DSC renewal, travel 
allowance bills, GPF bills, HRMS-
2, NPS, and the creation of online 
office orders. The session aimed to 
strengthen officials’ understanding 
of treasury procedures and ensure 
accurate and timely financial re-
porting.

Veeresh, Resource Person from 
the Davangere e-Procurement 
Cell, provided hands-on training 
on work bill creation using the 
e-Procurement portal, helping of-
ficers gain practical knowledge for 
smooth implementation in their 
offices.

Other officials present at the 
workshop included Assistant Di-
rector N. Boraiah, Assistant Trea-
sury Officer B. Veerbhadrappa, 
Executive Engineer H.P. Amarnath 
Jain, and Forest Department ACF 
M.S. Nyamathi.

Preparations complete 
for Chief Minister’s 

Chikkaballapura visit
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
All arrangements have 
been completed for the 
visit of Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah to the dis-
trict on November 24. He 
will come to Hanuman-
thapur village in Shid-
laghatta taluk to inaugu-
rate a high-tech silk mar-
ket, open new industries, 
lay foundation stones for 
projects and distribute 
benefits to peo-
ple. District Col-
l e c t o r  P. N . 
Ravindra said a 
huge stage has 
been built and all 
basic facilities 
are ready. He in-
spected the ven-
ue and reviewed the final 
preparations. He said the 
Chief  Minister  wil l 
launch development 
works worth around Rs 
2,000 crore. These works 
include industrial proj-
ects, infrastructure devel-
opment and public wel-
fare schemes that will 
help the district grow 
faster. Thousands of peo-
ple are expected to attend 
the event from different 

parts of Chikkaballapura 
district. The district ad-
ministration has made 
detailed arrangements to 
handle the large crowd. 
Clean drinking water 
points, proper seating, 
fans for air circulation, 
bright lighting and big 
LED screens have been 
set up so people can 
clearly see and hear the 
program. Food arrange-
ments and medical sup-

port have also 
been planned for 
the visitors.

The Collector 
sa id  o ff i ce r s 
from various de-
partments are 
working together 
to ensure smooth 

management. He added 
that traffic control, secu-
rity, parking and emer-
gency services have also 
been arranged to avoid 
any inconvenience to the 
public. During the pro-
gram, beneficiaries from 
different government 
schemes will receive 
their benefits on stage. 
This includes support re-
lated to housing, farming, 
self-employment.
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WHO Report Flags High Rates of Violence Against Women
NEW DELHI

 
More than one-fifth of Indian 
women aged 15-49 experi-
enced intimate partner vio-
lence in 2023, while nearly 30 
per cent faced such abuse at 
some point in their lives, ac-
cording to a new global as-
sessment released by the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). The report, published 
ahead of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Vio-
lence Against Women and 
Girls on November 25, paints 
a grim picture of persisting 
gender-based violence world-
wide. Globally, the WHO es-

timates that nearly one in 
three women—about 840 mil-
lion—have suffered intimate 
partner or sexual violence 
during their lifetime, a figure 
that has remained largely un-
changed since 2000. The stag-

nation, the authors warn, indi-
cates that international efforts 
and policy reforms have not 
translated into meaningful re-
ductions in violence.

The report highlights that 
around 8.4 per cent of women 

aged 15-49 worldwide have 
endured sexual violence from 
non-partners. In India, the 
number stands at approxi-
mately four per cent for wom-
en aged 15 and above, under-
scoring the pervasive risks 
women face both inside and 
outside the home. WHO Di-
rector-General Dr. Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus called 
the findings a stark reminder 
of the urgent need for system-
ic change. “No society can 
call itself fair, safe or healthy 
while half its population lives 
in fear. Ending this violence is 
not only a matter of policy; it 
is a matter of dignity, equality 

and human rights,” he said. 
He added that empowering 
women and girls “is not op-
tional — it is a prerequisite 
for peace, development and 
health.” The report’s authors 
cautioned that progress re-
mains painfully slow, making 
the Sustainable Development 
Goal of eliminating all forms 
of violence against women 
and girls by 2030 increasingly 
“elusive.” They stressed that 
the persistence of such vio-
lence across countries and 
regions demands stronger po-
litical will, better prevention 
strategies and sustained  
public awareness.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

QUICK READ

Stray Dog Found 
Roaming With 

Newborn’s Body

Delhi High Court 
Cancels Case Against 

Gautam Gambhir

More Trouble For 
Arrested Piracy 

Kingpin

Kanpur
A stray dog was found 
carrying the mutilated 

body of a newborn baby, 
with its head and arms 

missing, at a park in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Kanpur. The 
incident took place on 

Thursday, sparking panic 
among residents. A resi-
dent, Amit Trivedi, first 
spotted the stray dog 

running towards Friends 
Park carrying an object 

wrapped in cloth. Suspi-
cious, he chased the dog, 
which dropped the body 

and ran away. When 
Trivedi, along with other 

locals, removed the 
cloth, they found the 

newborn’s body without 
arms and hands, and its 

chest severely torn.

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on 
Friday quashed a crimi-
nal case against Indian 

cricket team head coach 
Gautam Gambhir, his 

foundation and others 
for allegedly illegally 

stocking and distributing 
COVID-19 drugs during 
the pandemic. Justice 
Neena Bansal Krishna 
pronounced the order, 
saying, “criminal com-
plaint quashed”. The 

high court passed the 
order on a plea chal-

lenging the summons is-
sued by a trial court 
against Gambhir, his 
wife, mother and the 

foundation and seeking 
quashing of the criminal 

complaint. The Delhi 
government’s Drug Con-

trol Department had 
filed a complaint against 
Gambhir, then MP from 
east Delhi, his founda-
tion, its CEO Aprajita 

Singh, his mother and 
wife, Seema Gambhir 
and Natasha Gambhir, 

respectively.

Hyderabad
Immadi Ravi, the al-
leged mastermind of 
the massive iBomma 

film piracy network who 
was arrested earlier this 
week, faces more legal 
trouble as the Hydera-
bad Cyber Crime Police 
have added forgery-re-

lated sections to the 
case. This development 
brings the total number 
of charges against the 

accused to more than 13 
under various acts. Also, 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate has joined the in-

vestigation into the 
case.  Police officials 

have submitted a memo 
in court to include three 
new sections focusing 
on forgery and identity 

fraud. Investigators 
found that Ravi alleged-
ly obtained crucial doc-
uments, including a PAN 
card, a bike licence, and 

a vehicle Registration 
Certificate (RC).

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin Seeks 
Amendment to Article 200 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin urged amending Article 200 to  
ensure fixed timelines for Governors on clearing bills

CHENNAI
 

I n  a  s t r o n g  p u s h  f o r 
strengthening federal princi-
ples, Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin on Friday 
called for amending Article 
200 of the Constitution to 
introduce mandatory time-
lines for Governors to ap-
prove or return bills passed 
by state legislatures. Stalin 
said the lack of clear dead-
lines has enabled Governors 
to sit on bills indefinitely, 
undermining the mandate of 
elected governments.

The Chief  Minis ter ’s 
statement came a day after 
the Supreme Court delivered 

its opinion on the Presiden-
tial Reference concerning 
the powers of Governors in 
dealing with legislative bills. 
Stalin emphasised that the 
Supreme Court’s view will 
not affect the landmark 
judgment delivered on 
April 8, 2025, which 
ruled that the ten bills 
withheld by Gover-
nor R N Ravi would 
be deemed to have 
received assent. 

He said the court 
had already settled 
t he  ma t t e r  i n 
Tamil Nadu’s 
f a v o u r,  u p -
holding the 

primacy of elected govern-
ments. Stalin interpreted 
Thursday’s Supreme Court 
opinion as a categorical re-
jection of what he described 
as Governor Ravi’s “theory 
of pocket veto.” He said the 

apex court had dis-
missed the notion 
that  a  Governor 
could kill or indefi-
nitely bury legisla-
tion by withholding 

action.
Rei t e ra t ing  the 

DMK’s commitment 
to safeguarding state 

autonomy, Stalin said 
the party’s struggle for 
state rights and true 

federalism would continue. 
“Through our legal battle, 
we have compelled Gover-
nors, including the Tamil 
Nadu Governor, who are at 
odds with the elected gov-
ernment across the country, 
to work in line with the 
elected government and be 
accountable for their delib-
erate inaction in response to 
the people’s will through 
legislation,” he said.

The Chief Minister added 
that the Supreme Court’s ob-
servations have strengthened 
the democratic framework 
by ensuring that constitu-
tional posts cannot be mis-
used to stall governance.

Kerala Congress to Mark 100 
Years of Vaikom Satyagraha

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

The Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee (KPCC) will on 
Sunday lead a major centena-
ry commemoration at Vai-
kom in Kottayam, marking 
100 years since the conclu-
sion of the historic Vaikom 
Satyagraha. 

The iconic struggle, which 
lasted 603 days, remains one 
of the most defining move-
ments in Kerala’s battle 
against caste-based discrimi-
nation and for equal access to 
public spaces.

Announcing the event, 
KPCC President and MLA 
Sunny Joseph said the cele-
bration aims to honour the 
transformative spirit of the 
satyagraha, which played a 
crucial role in reshaping Ker-
ala’s socio-political fabric. 
He noted that the movement 
strengthened the larger push 
for justice, equality and civil 
rights, inspiring generations 

of reformers and citizens.
The centenary programme, 

he said, will be conducted in 
an inclusive and dignified 
manner, paying tribute to the 
leaders, activists and ordi-
nary people who stood firm 
in demanding public access 
for all, regardless of caste. 

The main commemorative 
meeting is scheduled at 2.30 
p.m. at the Vaikom Sa-
tyagraha Memorial Hall.

The  se s s ion  wi l l  be 
chaired by KPCC Vice Pres-
ident and Chairman of the 
Centenary Celebration Com-
mittee, V.P. Sajeendran. 

Opposition Leader V.D. 
Satheesan will inaugurate 

the event, underscoring the 
political and historical sig-
nificance of the satyagraha 
in Kerala’s democratic evo-
lution.

Members of the KPCC Po-
litical Affairs Committee, 
office bearers, MPs, MLAs 
and several senior leaders 
are expected to participate, 
reflecting the movement’s 
lasting impact on Kerala’s 
contemporary politics. 

The event will also serve 
as a moment of reflection on 
the progress achieved since 
the satyagraha and the chal-
lenges that remain in ensur-
ing equality and dignity for 
all citizens.

KPCC will host a major 
centenary event 

honouring Kerala’s 
historic Vaikom 

Satyagraha and its 
enduring legacy of   

social reform.

Home Minister Amit Shah said Bihar poll results show citizens reject 
parties allegedly protecting infiltrators in voter lists.

BHUJ
 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday asserted that 
the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s (NDA) 
sweeping victory in the Bihar 
Assembly elections was a 
clear mandate against 
infiltrators, claiming 
that voters would 
never support parties 
that “secure the inter-
ests of illegal immi-
grants.” Shah made 
the remarks while 
addressing the BSF 
Diamond Jubilee (61st Rais-
ing Day) celebrations in 
Bhuj, in Gujarat’s Kutch dis-
trict.

Shah accused several Op-
position parties of resisting 
the Election Commission’s 

ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls because they allegedly 
want the names of infiltrators 
to remain on the lists. De-
scribing the exercise as a 
necessary “purification” of 
the voter registry, he said the 

SIR is critical to 
protecting both na-
tional security and 
the integrity of In-
dia’s democratic 
processes.

“Today, the BSF 
is engaged in pre-
venting infiltration 

at all borders. Stopping infil-
tration is essential not only 
for national security but also 
to protect our democratic 
system from being polluted,” 
he said. Shah added that in-
filtrators “do not have the 

right to influence democratic 
decisions” in India.

He warned political parties 
opposed to the SIR, includ-
ing those in West Bengal, 
where Assembly elections 
are due next year, saying the 
government was determined 
to deport every single infil-
trator. The Opposition, in-
cluding the Trinamool Con-
gress, has criticised the SIR, 
saying it could disenfran-
chise lakhs of voters.

Reiterating his stance, 
Shah said, “The Bihar elec-
tion was the mandate of the 
people of the country, and 
that mandate is against the 
presence of infiltrators.” 

In the recent Bihar polls, 
the NDA decimated the Ma-
hagathbandhan, winning over 
200 of the 243 seats.

Amit Shah Says Bihar Verdict a 
Mandate Against Infiltrators, Backs SIR

Delhi Minister Seeks 
Schools’ Compliance Report
NEW DELHI

 
In the wake of a tragic sui-
cide by a Class 10 student 
allegedly due to sustained 
mental harassment, Delhi 
Education Minister Ashish 
Sood on Friday announced 
that he will seek detailed 
compliance reports from ev-
ery school in the capital re-
garding the implementation 
of CBSE’s psychological 
well-being guidelines. Call-
ing the incident deeply dis-
tressing, Sood said he was 
approaching the issue “as a 
serious, worried parent.”

Sood said the Delhi gov-
ernment has already formed 
a committee to investigate 
the case, and the school con-
cerned has initiated disci-
plinary measures. “I will 
write to all schools asking 
whether the CBSE directives 
on mental  health and 
well-being of students are 
being followed. If any school 
is facing difficulty, the state 
government will handhold 
them. I want the next gener-
ation to know that we are 
serious about their mental 

health,” he said. The incident 
occurred on Wednesday af-
ternoon when the 16-year-old 
boy jumped from the plat-
form at Rajendra Place Met-
ro Station around 2:30 pm. 
He was rushed to BLK Super 
Speciality Hospital but was 
declared dead on arrival. On 
Thursday, the Delhi educa-
tion department set up an in-
quiry committee, while the 
school administration sus-
pended four staff members 
— the headmistress, coordi-
nator and two teachers — 
pending investigation. Ac-
cording to the police, the 
student left a note naming 
several teachers and alleging 
mental harassment. The note 
also requested that his organs 
be donated. The tragedy has 
renewed focus on mental 
health support mechanisms 
within schools, especially at 
a time when students are in-
creasingly reporting stress 
and anxiety linked to aca-
demic pressure. 

Sood emphasised that 
schools must strictly adhere 
to CBSE norms, including 
counselling services.

Protest outside 
Delhi school after 
Class 10 student’s 

suicide
Families and friends of 
a Class 10 student who 
died by suicide staged 

a protest outside St 
Columba’s School on 
Friday, accusing some 

teachers of mental-
ly harassing him and 

demanding strict action 
from the authorities. 

The protestors asserted 
that the school must be 

held accountable and 
urged the government 

to strengthen men-
tal health safeguards 
for students. A family 

friend of the deceased 
student’s parent, 

Archana, said that the 
protesters were seeking 
more than just suspen-
sion, emphasising that 

strong action should be 
taken against both the 

teachers and the school 
management.

Naqvi Says Delhi 
Blast Shows Rise 
Of ‘Intellectual 

Terrorism’
NEW DELHI

 
After Dr Umar Muhammad 
was found to be the bomber 
in the November 10 Delhi 
car blast and several doctors 
ar res ted ,  BJP na t iona l 
spokesperson Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi on Friday said he was 
“compelled to say with great 
regret” that a new phase of 
“intellectual terrorism” has 
begun.

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said, 
“I am compelled to say with 
great regret that a new phase 
of ‘intellectual terrorism’ has 
begun. This new wave of ed-
ucated explosives that has 
started is not in the interest 
of the country. People must 
unite to stop this. Any coun-
try that promotes or protects 
such elements cannot claim 
to be a well-wisher of hu-
manity or Islam. These ter-
rorists who claim to speak 
for ‘Islamabad’ are actually 
enemies of its existence, and 
of Islam and humanity.”

D e l h i :  B J P n a t i o n a l 
spokesperson Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi says, "I am compelled 
to say with great regret that a 
new phase of ‘intellectual 
terrorism’ has begun. This 
new wave of educated explo-
sives that has started is not in 
the interest of the country.  
He also reacted to the contro-
versy surrounding the post-
ponement of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls in Kerala 
ahead of the upcoming Local 
Self-Government Institutions 
(LSGI) elections.

“A criminal reaction to a 
constitutional process is not in 
the country’s interest,” Naqvi 
said. “Some people complain 
even before the exam that the 
paper is out of the course. I 
have heard of BCA and other 
courses, but now Rahul Gand-
hi and others will roam 
around with the tag of ‘Bac-
calaureate of Defeat’.

Kishor Calls Nitish Cabinet ‘Full 
of Corrupt, Criminal Leaders’

BETTIAH
 

Jan Suraaj Party leader 
Prashant Kishor on Friday 
launched a scathing attack on 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar’s newly sworn-in 
cabinet, alleging that it is 
dominated by corrupt and 
criminal leaders. Addressing 
reporters after completing a 
day-long silent fast at the 
Gandhi Ashram in West 
Champaran, Kishor 
said the council of 
ministers “is a slap 
in the face of the 
people of Bihar”.

Kishor, who re-
cently faced a set-
back in the Assembly 
elections, claimed 
the inclusion of several taint-
ed leaders reflects that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Nitish Kumar “are 
least concerned about Bihar’s 
welfare”. He further alleged 
the NDA “purchased votes” 
by transferring ₹10,000 to 
over one crore women before 
the polls, adding that govern-
ment funds, including those 
from the World Bank and the 

State contingency fund, were 
diverted for the scheme.

Announcing his next polit-
ical move, Kishor said the 
Jan Suraaj Party will begin 
t h e  B i h a r  N a v n i r m a n 
Sankalp Yatra from January 
15. The outreach programme 
will cover every household 
in the State over the next 
15–18 months, aiming to 
strengthen the party’s grass-
roots network and highlight 

what he called the 
government’s “mis-
deeds”.

Kishor also de-
clared that he will 
donate 90% of his 
income for the next 
five years to support 
the campaign and 

contribute most of his per-
sonal assets, except his Delhi 
home. Urging public partici-
pation, he appealed to every 
supporter  to contribute 
₹1,000 annually to the party. 
“We will change this govern-
ment. They tried to break our 
morale, but we will fight and 
win,” Kishor said, reaffirm-
ing his commitment to Gand-
hian principles of patience 
and perseverance.

Supreme Court Bans New 
Mining Leases in Aravalis, 

Accepts Centre’s Definition
NEW DELHI

 
The Supreme Court approved 
a uniform scientific definition 
of the Aravali Hills and Rang-
es and imposed a ban on 
granting fresh mining leases 
across the ecologically fragile 
landscape spanning Delhi, 
Haryana, Rajasthan and Guja-
rat. The ruling, delivered by 
Chief Justice B.R. Gavai 
along with Justices K. Vinod 
Chandran and N.V. Anjaria, 
aims to strengthen conserva-
tion efforts for one of the 
world’s oldest mountain sys-
tems.Accepting the Environ-
ment Ministry panel’s recom-
mendations, the court defined 
an Aravali Hill as any land-
form in designated districts 
rising at least 100 metres 
above local relief, while an 

Aravali Range will consist of 
two or more such hills located 
within 500 metres of each 
other. The comprehensive 
definition also includes sup-
porting slopes, hillocks and 
associated landforms enclosed 
by the lowest contour.

The judgment, part of 
long-running environmental 
proceedings under the T.N. 
Godavarman Thirumulpad 
case, mandates strict protec-
tion of core and inviolate 
zones. The Bench accepted 
expert recommendations on 
sustainable mining and direct-
ed authorities to demarcate 
ecologically sensitive, conser-
vation-critical and resto-
ration-priority regions where 
mining will be either prohib-
ited or allowed only under 
exceptional.



ibcworldnews.comSATURDAY   NOVEMBER 22, 2025
NATION 7

Two UP Men Held for Leaking Navy Vessel Data to Pak
UDUPI

 
Malpe Police have arrested 
two men from Uttar Pradesh 
for allegedly leaking classi-
fied information related to 
Indian Navy vessels to Paki-
stan, in what investigators 
describe as a serious threat to 
national security. The arrests 
followed a complaint filed by 
the CEO of Udupi Cochin 
Shipyard, a unit under the 
Union Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways.

According to police, the 
prime accused, Rohit (29), 
employed as an insulator 
through subcontractor M/S 
Shushma Marine Pvt Ltd, 

had earlier worked at Cochin 
Shipyard Limited in Kochi, 
Kerala, where Indian naval 
ships are constructed. During 
his stint there, he allegedly 

shared a confidential list con-
taining identification num-
bers of Navy-linked vessels 
and other sensitive details via 
WhatsApp. Officials said he 

may have obtained “illegal 
benefits” for sharing the in-
formation.

Udupi Superintendent of 
Police Hariram Shankar said 
that even after Rohit was 
posted to Malpe, he contin-
ued sourcing classified de-
tails from a contact in Kochi 
and forwarding them to an 
unauthorised individual. The 
act, police noted, violated 
strict security protocols and 
had the potential to compro-
mise India’s sovereignty and 
maritime defence prepared-
ness.

Based on the complaint, 
Malpe Police registered a 
case under Section 152 of the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) and Sections 3 and 5 
of the Official Secrets Act, 
1923.

A team led by Assistant 
Superintendent of Police 
Harsha Priyamvada, along 
with PSI Anil Kumar D, ASI 
Harish and PC Ravi Jadhav, 
arrested Rohit and Santri 
(37), both natives of Sultan-
pur district in Uttar Pradesh.

The duo was produced be-
fore a local court and re-
manded in judicial custody 
till December 3. Police said 
further investigation is ongo-
ing to determine the extent of 
the data breach and possible 
foreign links.

SPY NETWORK BUSTED

QUICK READ
Doctor Dancing With 
‘Fiancee’ Inside Duty 

Room Surfaces Online

BJP slams Congress for 
giving peace prize to 

ex-UN body chief

Maha Yuti is a gang 
of triple engine gov’t: 

MPCC President

Shamli
A doctor working at a gov-
ernment hospital in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Shamli found 

himself embroiled in con-
troversy after a purported 
video of him dancing in-

side a duty room surfaced 
online. In the video, a 

woman can also be seen 
dancing along with the 

doctor, identified as Afqar 
Siddique. Reports claimed 
that the woman in the vid-
eo was his fiancée. In the 

clip, the couple can be 
seen dancing to the song 

Dum Dum Mast Hai… 
from the Anushka Shar-
ma and Ranveer Singh 

starrer Bollywood movie 
Band Baaja Baaraat.

New Delhi
The BJP on Friday 

launched a scathing attack 
on the Congress, calling it 

an army of traitors days af-
ter its Parliamentary Party 
chairperson Sonia Gandhi 
presented the Indira Gan-
dhi Prize for Peace, Disar-
mament, and Develop-

ment to Michelle Bachelet, 
former president of Chile 

and ex-chief of UN Human 
Rights. BJP national 

spokesperson Gaurav Bha-
tia also slammed the Con-
gress over the presence of 
Jagdish Tytler at the event 
and asked Sonia Gandhi if 
she doesn’t feel the pain of 
the victims of the 1984 an-
ti-Sikh riots. The BJP’s ob-

jection to the awardee 
stems from her remarks 
expressing concern over 

the lockdown.

Mumbai
Mounting a major offen-
sive against the BJP-led 
Maha Yuti dispensation 
led by Chief Minister De-

vendra Fadnavis, the Con-
gress described it as the 

gang of triple engine gov-
ernment and said that it 

was not formed based on 
ideology, development. 

The comments of Mahar-
ashtra Pradesh Congress 

Committee (MPCC) Pres-
ident, Harshavardhan 
Sapkal came in the 

wake of unease among 
the two Deputy Chief 

Ministers Eknath Shinde 
and Ajit Pawar, who 
are Shiv Sena chief 

leader and NCP presi-
dent, respectively.

Delhi Blast Probe Reveals Accused 
Used Flour Mill to Prepare Explosives

Investigators uncover how accused used flour mill for chemical  
processing as Delhi blast case reveals deeper terror links

NEW DELHI
 

Security agencies probing the 
Delhi car blast have uncov-
ered disturbing details about 
how one of the accused, Dr. 
Muzammil Shakeel, allegedly 
prepared explosive materials 
using a flour mill installed at 
his rented accommodation in 
Faridabad. Investigators say 
Shakeel used the machine to 
grind bomb-making chemi-
cals, including urea, for 
months without attracting sus-
picion. Shakeel and the sui-
cide bomber involved in the 
Delhi car blast, Dr. Muham-
mad Umar Nabi, were both 
associated with Al-Falah, rais-
ing concerns about coordinat-
ed planning and radicalisation 

within the network. Accord-
ing to reports, the flour mill 
setup allowed Shakeel to pro-
cess chemicals discreetly, en-
abling him to prepare compo-
nents for improvised explo-

sive devices (IEDs).
A day before the attack, a 

joint operation by Delhi Police 
and Jammu & Kashmir Police 
resulted in the seizure of an 
unprecedented 2,900 kg of ex-
plosive materials, including 
360 kg of ammonium nitrate 
and other components com-
monly used in IED manufac-
turing. Officials believe this 
massive stockpile points to a 
larger conspiracy with poten-
tially devastating plans.

Adding to the gravity of the 
investigation, an NDTV report 
earlier in the day claimed that 
a handler of Pakistan-based 
terror outfit Jaish-e-Moham-
m e d  ( J e M )  h a d  s e n t 
bomb-making videos to Sha-
keel. The handler, using the 

alias Hanzulla, is suspected to 
be the same figure referenced 
in Jaish posters that appeared 
last October in Srinagar’s 
Nowgam area, which men-
tioned Commander Hanzulla 
Bhai.

The revelations suggest a 
well-structured terror module 
operating across states and re-
ceiving direct virtual guidance 
from across the border. Agen-
cies are now examining digital 
communications, financial 
trails and travel histories to 
map the wider network behind 
the blast. With the probe inten-
sifying, officials say more ar-
rests and recoveries are likely 
as they work to dismantle the 
terror infrastructure linked to 
the attack.

Malegaon Erupts in 
Anger as Protesters 

Storm Court
MALEGAON

 
Public outrage reached a flash-
point in Malegaon tehsil after 
thousands of residents from 
Dongrale village held a mas-
sive protest march demanding 
the death penalty for the youth 
accused of raping and brutally 
murdering a three-year-old 
girl. The march began at Ram 
Setu and remained peaceful 
initially, but tension escalated 
sharply as the crowd ap-
proached the court premises.

According to police, the 
protesters forced their way 
into the compound, hurling 
stones and footwear at the 
court gate and attempting to 
break it open. Videos widely 
shared on social media 
showed hundreds of agitated 
residents shouting slogans 
and calling for the immediate 
execution of the accused. As 
the situation began to slip out 
of control, police resorted to a 
mild lathi-charge to disperse 
the mob and restore order.

The heinous crime — in 

which the minor was alleged-
ly raped and then bludgeoned 
to death with a stone — has 
shocked the region and fu-
elled days of unrest. One sus-
pect has been arrested, and 
locals have been staging con-
tinuous demonstrations, 
blocking roads and demand-
ing swift justice.

Tensions had intensified 
earlier when the accused was 
produced before the Malega-
on court. A large group of lo-
cal women gathered outside, 
demanding that police hand 
the youth over to them. The 
confrontation triggered chaos, 
prompting authorities to de-
ploy heavy security both in-
side and outside the court to 
ensure law and order.

Police officials have ap-
pealed for calm, assuring res-
idents that the investigation 
will be expedited and that the 
strictest possible action will 
be taken based on the evi-
dence. Security has been rein-
forced across the tehsil as the 
probe continues.

Police Intensify Drives Amid Ongoing 
Crackdown on White-Collar Terror Network

Srinagar Police have launched sweeping inspections across key sectors 
to strengthen security following recent white-collar terror arrests

SRINAGAR
 

In a major security-boosting 
exercise, the Srinagar Police 
have launched a series of coor-
dinated inspection drives 
across medical institutions, 
chemical and fertiliser shops, 
and car dealerships over the 
past two days. The extensive 
checks, conducted under the 
supervision of SSP Srinagar G 
V Sundeep Chakravarthy, aim 
to ensure strict compliance 
with regulatory norms and pre-
vent any potential misuse of 
sensitive materials or facilities. 
An official spokesperson con-
firmed on Friday that multiple 
specialised teams have been 
constituted to carry out these 
operations with precision.

The multi-sector inspec-
tions come at a time when 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
working in close coordination 
with law enforcement agen-
cies in Uttar Pradesh and 
Haryana, recently dismantled 
a sophisticated white collar 
terror module. The crackdown 
led to the arrest of several in-

dividuals, including three 
medical professionals, who 
were allegedly involved in fa-
cilitating terror-linked activi-
ties under the guise of profes-
sional operations. The mod-
ule’s exposure has heightened 
concerns about unconvention-
al methods adopted by terror 
networks, prompting authori-
ties to increase vigilance 
across sectors that could be 
exploited for illegal activities.

During the ongoing inspec-
tions in Srinagar, police teams 
are reportedly verifying doc-
umentation, reviewing inven-
tory management systems, 
and assessing adherence to 
safety and regulatory stan-
dards. Medical establishments 
are being scrutinized for po-

tential lapses in prescription 
drug handling, while chemical 
and fertiliser stores are being 
checked for improper stock-
ing or suspicious transactions. 
Car dealerships, too, are un-
der watch to ensure no vehi-
cles are procured or sold 
without proper verification.

Officials emphasized that 
the operations are preventive 
in nature and form part of a 
broader strategy to disrupt 
any possible support struc-
tures used by anti-national 
elements. The Srinagar Police 
have urged business owners 
to cooperate fully, assuring 
them that the drives are in-
tended to enhance public safe-
ty and maintain transparency 
in high-risk sectors.

PATNA
 

Union minister Chirag Paswan 
on Friday asserted that he did 
not wish to come across as 
greedy by demanding 
the deputy chief min-
ister’s post, as he 
thanked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
for allocating two 
berths to his Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram 
Vilas) in the new Bihar cabi-
net. Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Paswan also said he 
wished to expand the party’s 
footprints beyond Bihar as an 

NDA partner in states like 
West Bengal, Punjab and Uttar 
Pradesh. I don’t wish to be 
seen as greedy by demanding 
the deputy CM’s post, the Ha-

jipur MP said. On the 
party’s expansion 
plans, Paswan said, 
After winning 19 
seats in the recently 
concluded assembly 
polls in Bihar, we are 
now seriously prepar-

ing to expand the party’s base 
in West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh 
and Punjab. We will contest the 
upcoming assembly elections 
there as part of the NDA. 

‘Don’t wish to come across as 
greedy by demanding DCM’s post’

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day, November 21, sought 
the Centre and the Bar Coun-
cil of India’s response on a 
plea challenging the Bombay 
High Court order that held 
the POSH Act does not apply 
to complaints made by advo-
cates against other advocates 
before bar councils. A bench 
of Justices B V Nagarathna 
and R Mahadevan issued the 
notice and tagged the matter 
with a similar plea.

The petition argued that 
the high court order has left 
women lawyers remediless, 
as the high court held that 
the Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and Re-
dressal) Act, 2013 (POSH 
Act), will not apply to bar 
councils. It questioned the 
high court judgment, which 
said women lawyers can ap-
proach bar councils under 
section 35 of the Advocates 
Act, 1961.

The petitioner argued that 
Section 35 of the Act 

deals with the pun-
ishment of advo-

cates for pro-
f e s s i o n a l 
misconduct, 
which is 

different 
f r o m 
sexual 
harass-

ment. 

Supreme Court 
notice to Centre, 

BCI on plea 
related to POSH 

complaints 

CHANDIGARH
 

In an achievement that signals 
a new era of transparent and 
citizen-centric governance, 
Haryana has crossed 10,450 
paperless property registrations 
in the first 21 days of its 
launch. The state's digital 
land-registry system also set a 
new single-day record on Fri-
day, processing 1,659 registra-
tions without the need for a 
single sheet of paper.

Calling it a transformation, 
not merely digitisation, Finan-
cial Commissioner (Revenue) 
Sumita Misra said the system 
has been significantly strength-
ened through upgraded soft-
ware, improved workflows.

From November 1 to 21, res-
idents booked 9,365 online ap-
pointments for property regis-
tration, taking the cumulative 
total to 10,450 appointments 
since the paperless system was 
introduced. Of these, 8,338 
deeds have been approved 
during the three-week period, 
bringing the total number of 
approved deeds to 9,260.

The system is currently pro-
cessing an average of nearly 
1,500 deeds per day, while the 

single-day record of 1,659 reg-
istrations highlights the plat-
form's improved capacity and 
operational stability, she said.

Misra noted that officer-side 
features on the portal have been 
upgraded as well. Tehsildars 
can now revert tokens directly 
through their login and appoint-
ment scheduling has become 
smoother across all districts, 
she said. Many issues affecting 
stamp duty calculation, token 
deduction and document flow 
have already been resolved, she 
added. The system will no lon-
ger deduct Rs 503 in cases of 
incorrect tokens until the token 
is fully validated, protecting 
citizens from unnecessary fi-
nancial loss, she said. Misra 
emphasised that the success of 
the initiative stems from regular 
feedback received from regis-
trars, sub-registrars, and 
ground-level staff. Their sugges-
tions have directly shaped itera-
tive improvements to the plat-
form, she said. One of the major 
enhancements announced relates 
to simplifying the second page of 
the online registration interface 
-- a step aimed at reducing user 
difficulties and streamlining the 
overall experience.

Haryana conducts 10,450 
paperless property registrations 

in first 21 days of launch

‘Injustice to democracy’: Prashant 
Kishor on Bihar poll results

PATNA
 

Jan Suraaj Party Chief 
Prashant Kishor, on Friday, 
criticised the Bihar govern-
ment over the Assembly elec-
tion results, calling them an 
injustice to the people and al-
leging large-scale 
voter bribery. He 
claimed that thou-
sands of poor fami-
lies were given Rs 
10,000 each in ex-
change for votes -- 
an act he described 
as a violation of democratic 
values and the Constitutional 
spirit laid down by B.R. 
Ambedkar.

Reacting to the Bihar As-
sembly poll results, Kishor 
said, These outcomes are an 
injustice to democracy. A large 

number of poor families were 
bribed with Rs 10,000 each. 
This is a blatant violation of 
democracy and the fundamen-
tal spirit of the Constitution 
established by B.R. Ambedkar. 
He added that such results 
were difficult to accept and 

asserted that Jan 
Suraaj would contin-
ue to fight strongly to 
protect the expecta-
tions and rights of the 
people.

In protest against 
the election results, 

Kishor observed a day-long 
silent fast at the Bhitiharwa 
Gandhi Ashram in West 
Champaran on November 20. 
He ended the fast at 11:15 a.m. 
on Friday, with schoolgirls of-
fering him juice to break his 
silence. Afterwards, he ad-

dressed the media. Drawing 
inspiration from Gandhian 
principles, Kishor announced 
that he will relaunch a large-
scale public outreach cam-
paign.

Beginning January 15, he 
plans to visit all 1.18 lakh wards 
in Bihar, directly engaging with 
citizens under the Bihar Navnir-
man Sankalp Abhiyan.

The initiative, Kishor said, 
aims to hold the state govern-
ment accountable for its prom-
ises and intensify grassroots 
communication. Making what 
he called a moral and social 
commitment, Kishor declared 
that he will donate 90 per 
cent of his income for the 
next five years to Jan Suraaj 
and keep only one house 
from his assets accumulated 
over the last 20 years.

Container catches fire after 
crash on Delhi-Mumbai 

Expressway; driver burnt alive
JAIPUR

 
A horrific accident occurred 
on the Delhi-Mumbai Ex-
pressway in Rajasthan on 
Friday when a moving con-
tainer exploded and caught 
fire after hitting an LED 
pole, leaving the driver burnt 
alive inside the cabin. Police 
said the container lost con-
trol and rammed into the 
pole with tremendous force, 
triggering an explosion with-
in seconds. The incident took 
place about one km before 
the Dungarpur interchange 
in the Rahuvas police station 
limits of Dausa district.

The vehicle was reported-
ly travelling from Uttar 

Pradesh to Maharashtra 
when the driver is suspected 
to have fallen asleep at the 
wheel, causing the container 
to swerve sharply and crash 
into the pole. Officials added 
that the container was 
air-conditioned, which accel-
erated the spread of the fire 
after the impact. The driver 
was trapped inside the cabin 
and died on the spot before 
help could reach. A fire bri-
gade from Lalsot arrived 
promptly but the blaze was 
so intense that it took nearly 
one and a half hours to fully 
contain it. By the time the 
flames were doused, the con-
tainer had been reduced to a 
charred shell.
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Afghanistan 
 Hit by Moderate 

Earthquake Again

Theyab Bin Zayed 
launches UAE-Indonesia 

Cardiac Hospital

Seven Killed in 
Northwest Pakistan 

Militant Attack

Kabul
Afghanistan experienced 
a magnitude 4.3 earth-

quake on Friday, the Na-
tional Center for Seismol-
ogy (NCS) reported. The 
tremor struck at a depth 

of 170 km near coordi-
nates 36.40 N and 70.52 

E. This follows a 4.4-mag-
nitude quake on Novem-

ber 8 and a deadly 
6.3-magnitude earth-

quake earlier this month 
that killed 27 people and 

injured over 950. Afghani-
stan lies on active fault 

lines in the Hindu Kush re-
gion, making it prone to 
frequent earthquakes, 

landslides, and flooding, 
according to UNOCHA.

Jakarta
Theyab bin Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan attend-

ed the opening of the 
UAE-Indonesia Hospital 
for Cardiac Diseases on 
behalf of President Mo-
hamed bin Zayed. The 

event was also attended 
by Indonesian President 

Prabowo Subianto. They-
ab toured the hospital, 

highlighting its sustaina-
ble design, solar energy 

use, and eco-friendly fea-
tures. This hospital is the 
first of ten planned under 
the UAE Global Hospitals 
Programme, part of the 

Zayed Humanitarian Leg-
acy Initiative promoting 

global health and interna-
tional cooperation.

Peshawar
At least seven members 
of a local peace commit-
tee were killed and sever-
al injured when unidenti-

fied militants attacked 
their office in Bannu dis-
trict, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, police said. The gun-

men stormed the Dara 
Dariz area office late 

Thursday, targeting Peace 
Committee chief Qari 
Jaleel’s headquarters. 

One person was injured in 
the attack. Authorities are 
investigating the incident, 
which underscores ongo-
ing security challenges in 

northwest Pakistan.

WFP Warns Millions Afghan Children Face Starvation
KABUL

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) has warned that 3.5 
million children in Afghani-
stan are facing severe malnu-
trition amid shrinking aid op-
erations and worsening hu-
manitarian conditions. The 
agency said millions of chil-
dren remain at risk of hunger, 
particularly as winter ap-
proaches.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media platform X, WFP 
said it continues to provide 
food assistance to Afghan 
children despite operational 
challenges. The agency high-

lighted school meal programs 
aimed at improving children’s 
growth and encouraging vul-
nerable students to stay in 
classrooms. Nutritional sup-
port is also being offered at 

health centres, focusing on 
young children and pregnant 
or breastfeeding mothers to 
reduce malnutrition.

WFP reminded that Afghan 
women have previously lost 

children due to lack of food 
and expressed concern that 
the onset of winter would fur-
ther limit access to meals. 
Many international organiza-
tions have reduced or stopped 
operations in the country be-
cause of interference from 
authorities and restrictions on 
women’s participation in de-
velopment activities.

E a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h , 
UNICEF reported that one in 
five Afghan children is in-
volved in child labour. 
UNICEF spokesperson 
Omidurrahman Fazel said the 
agency remains committed to 
ending all forms of child la-

bour, emphasizing fami-
ly-based solutions.

Children like Suhel and Ali 
Dad shared how poverty forc-
es them to work instead of 
attending school. Suhel said 
some days there is no work, 
and he must choose between 
missing school or working, 
while Ali Dad expressed his 
desire to study but could not 
because of his family’s finan-
cial struggles.

WFP and UNICEF continue 
their efforts to provide nutri-
tion and education support, 
urging global attention to Af-
ghanistan’s growing humani-
tarian crisis.

WFP HUNGER WARNING

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

MEA Secy Sibi George Attends 
EU Indo-Pacific Forum

George and EEAS Secretary discussed India-EU partnership and strategic agenda 
BRUSSELS

Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) Secretary (West) Sibi 
George attended the inaugural 
session of the 4th European 
Union (EU) Indo-Pacific 
Ministerial Forum in Brussels 
on Friday. The forum, held 
from November 20-21, 
brought together the EU, its 
member states, and partners 
from the East coast of Africa 
to the Pacific islands.

During the event, George 
held discussions with world 
leaders, including EU High 
Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy 
Kaja Kallas, and the Foreign 
Ministers of Cyprus, Mal-
dives, Somalia, and Tuvalu. 
The discussions focused on 
building a resilient, prosper-

ous, and secure future while 
supporting the rules-based 
international order, free trade, 
and the principles of the Unit-
ed Nations Charter.

The MEA highlighted the 
importance of the forum as a 
platform to strengthen partner-
ships, deepen ties, and enhance 

cooperation between the EU 
and Indo-Pacific nations since 
the launch of the EU Indo-Pa-
cific Strategy in 2021.

George also met Belen Mar-
tinez Carbonell, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the European External 
Action Service (EEAS), at the 
EU headquarters. Both sides 

discussed the robust momen-
tum in the India-EU strategic 
partnership and reviewed prog-
ress on the Joint India-EU 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Agenda ahead of the upcoming 
India-EU Summit.

The MEA noted that 
George briefed Carbonell on 
extensive consultations re-
garding foreign policy, secu-
rity, and the strategic partner-
ship review, emphasizing the 
growing collaboration be-
tween India and the EU.

The 4th EU Indo-Pacific 
Ministerial Forum reflects on-
going efforts by the EU and 
its partners to engage con-
structively with Indo-Pacific 
nations and promote coopera-
tion on trade, security, and 
sustainable development in 
the region.

South Korea’s Ex-
President Yoon 

Faces New Charges
SEOUL

Seoul – Former South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol and 
11 other senior officials have 
been indicted by a special 
counsel for allegedly interfer-
ing in a military investigation 
into a Marine’s death in 2023. 
The indictment, announced 
Friday, accuses Yoon of exert-
ing undue pressure on the de-
fence ministry and presiden-
tial office to change initial 
investigation findings.

The Marine, Cpl. Chae Su-
geun, died on July 19, 
2023, after being 
swept away by a swol-
len stream during a 
heavy rain rescue mis-
sion. He was reported-
ly not wearing a life 
vest or other safety 
gear. A military investigation 
later found eight individuals, 
including former Marine com-
mander Lim Seong-geun, sus-
pected of occupational negli-
gence resulting in death.

According to the special 
counsel, Yoon allegedly or-
dered the reversal of the in-
vestigation report to relieve a 
Marine commander of re-
sponsibility. Former Defence 
Minister Lee Jong-sup, for-
mer spy chief Cho Tae-yong, 
and other officials are also 
accused of following Yoon’s 
instructions in the case. Col. 

Park Jung-hoon, who led the 
investigation, was dismissed 
after refusing to comply with 
orders to halt the report from 
reaching police authorities.

The indictment comes in 
addition to previous charges 
against Yoon over his brief 

imposition of martial 
law on December 3, 
2023. He faces trial 
for abuse of power 
and tampering with 
official documents. 
Yoon has already 
been arrested on mar-

tial law-related charges but is 
not physically detained over 
this new indictment.

The special counsel said 
Yoon exceeded his presiden-
tial authority, stating that while 
the president can oversee inves-
tigations through ministry 
heads, issuing specific orders 
for a particular case violates 
due process and undermines 
investigation fairness. Lee’s 
later appointment as ambassa-
dor to Australia raised further 
concerns about shielding offi-
cials from accountability. Yoon 
has denied all allegations.

Former South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol 
and 11 officials indicted 
for allegedly interfering 

in 2023 Marine death 
investigation.

Foreign ministry forms task force to investigate 2024 martial law crisis

South Korea Sets Task  
Forces over Martial Law

SEOUL

South Korea’s defence and 
foreign ministries have set up 
separate task forces to inves-
tigate the role of military and 
government officials in for-
mer President Yoon Suk 
Yeol’s martial law at-
tempt in December 
2024. The move fol-
lows the Prime Minis-
ter’s office launching 
an interagency task 
force this week to 
check whether offi-
cials in 49 central government 
agencies were involved in  
illegal activities or miscon-
duct linked to Yoon’s martial 
law bid.

The defence ministry said 
its task force, led by Defence 
Minister Ahn Gyu-back, will 

have around 50 members, in-
cluding inspection bureau 
staff and external experts. It 
will also open a hotline and 
an email channel for the pub-
lic to submit information or 
tips. The ministry added that 
the results of an independent 

investigation on mil-
itary units mobilised 
for the martial law 
operation since Au-
gust will be released 
soon.

Meanwhile, the 
foreign ministry an-

nounced its own task force, 
headed by Foreign Minister 
Cho Hyun, which will operate 
from Monday until January 
30. The ministry said it will 
conduct the investigation 
transparently and diligently 
within legal limits and will 

accept complaints related to 
the probe until December 12.

The 2024 martial law crisis 
shook South Korea when 
President Yoon declared mar-
tial law on December 3, 2024, 
during a televised address. 
Although it was lifted a day 
later, public outrage and mass 
protests quickly led to his im-
peachment. On January 15, 
2025, Yoon was arrested fol-
lowing his removal from of-
fice.

These investigations aim to 
hold accountable those in-
volved in the crisis and re-
store public trust in South 
Korea’s institutions, with 
multiple ministries and agen-
cies undergoing detailed in-
spections as the country re-
views the events surrounding 
the martial law declaration.

Gas Explosion Kills Fifteen 
People At Faisalabad Factory

ISLAMABAD

At least 15 people were 
killed and several others in-
jured after a gas explosion at 
a factory near the Malikpur 
area in Faisalabad, Pakistan, 
on Friday. Rescue authori-
ties initially said a boiler 
blast caused the building 
and nearby structures to col-
lapse early in the morning. 
Later, they confirmed the 
explosion was due to a gas 
leak, as stated by the Faisal-
abad Commissioner’s office.

The office clarified that 
no boiler existed in the fac-
tory and that four factories 
were operating in the Malik-
pur area. According to the 
statement, a fire broke out in 
one factory due to a gas leak 
and spread to nearby facto-
ries, damaging them as well. 
Seven houses in the area 
were also affected, with 
roofs collapsing following 
the blast.

Rescue teams recovered 
15 bodies from the rubble. 

Ten injured people were tak-
en to the hospital for treat-
ment, while three received 
first aid and were dis-
charged. A five-member 
team has been formed to 
investigate the incident.

The explosion occurred at 
a glue factory, with over 20 
ambulances and fire tenders 
deployed for rescue opera-
tions. Faisalabad Control 
Room received the first call 
about the incident at 5:28 
am local time.

This tragedy follows an-
other gas explosion in Pun-

jab on November 10, when 
three people died and  
seven were injured after a 
house in Harbancepura lo-
cality exploded. Authorities 
launched a large-scale emer-
gency response, including 
specialized urban search 
and rescue teams, for that 
incident.

The Faisalabad explosion 
highlights ongoing safety 
concerns regarding industri-
al gas usage and the urgent 
need for strict preventive 
measures to avoid similar 
disasters.

EU Rejects US Plan 
Pressuring Ukraine on Peace
BRUSSELS

The European Union has 
voiced strong objections to a 
new US-drafted proposal 
aimed at ending the conflict 
in Ukraine, insisting that any 
settlement must reflect the po-
sitions of both Brussels and 
Kiev,  not  just  a 
Washington-Moscow 
a g r e e m e n t .  T h e 
28-point framework, 
prepared by the US in 
consultation with 
Russia, reportedly 
asks Ukraine to with-
draw from Russian-held areas 
in Donbass, halve its military 
strength, surrender certain 
weapons systems, and aban-
don its NATO membership 
ambitions.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky confirmed 
that Kiev received the propos-
al and hopes to discuss it with 
US President Donald Trump 
soon. EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas said the American 
draft offered “no concessions” 
from Moscow and empha-
sized that a peace deal must 
consider both the EU’s and 

Ukraine’s perspectives. 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot warned that 
any settlement must not re-
semble a “capitulation.”

The EU’s response has added 
tension with Moscow, which 
has accused Brussels of ob-
structing Washington-Moscow 

negotiations and pro-
longing the war by 
supplying Ukraine 
with weapons, equip-
ment, and political 
support. According to 
Germany’s Kiel Insti-
tute, EU member 

states have committed more 
than €65 billion to Ukraine 
since 2022, with total pledges 
approaching €98 billion.

Russia claims it is open to 
talks but says Ukraine refuses 
engagement, emboldened by 
European backing. The US 
framework, approved by Pres-
ident Trump, represents Wash-
ington’s latest effort to revive 
peace talks after nearly three 
years of conflict. Certain provi-
sions, including territorial con-
cessions in areas not fully un-
der Russian control, have al-
ready been rejected by Kiev. 

Five Teenagers Charged After 
Sydney Convenience Store Stabbing

SYDNEY

5 teenagers have been charged 
for allegedly stabbing a conve-
nience store worker in western 
Sydney, police in New South 
Wales (NSW) said early Friday. 
The 28-year-old male worker 
was injured around 2:20 a.m. 
Thursday while trying to stop the 
teenagers from allegedly stealing 
items from a store in Burwood, 
10 km west of central Sydney.

Ambulance paramedics treat-
ed the worker at the scene before 

he was taken to hospital. As of 
Friday, he remained in critical 
but stable condition, authorities 
said. All five teenagers were ar-
rested, refused bail, and are ex-
pected to make an initial appear-
ance before a children’s court on 
Friday. The incident follows 
other violent events in Austra-
lia this month. On Tuesday, 
police in Queensland fatally 
shot a man who had stabbed 
another man and threatened a 
woman in Caboolture, 40 km 
north of Brisbane. 

Fire Breaks Out 
At UN COP30 

Pavilion In Brazil
BELEM

A fire broke out in a pavilion at 
the ongoing 30th UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP30) in 
Belem, Brazil, on Friday, 
prompting emergency evacua-
tions, local authorities said. The 
blaze occurred in the Blue 
Zone, which houses internation-
al stands and official negotiation 
rooms. Thousands of attendees 
rushed to exit gates as smoke 
spread through the area. At least 
21 people were injured, mostly 
due to smoke inhalation, and 
were treated on site. Brazilian 
Minister of Tourism Celso Sabi-
no reported that the fire, which 
started shortly after 2 p.m. local 
time, was brought under control 
by 2:30 p.m. Helder Barbalho, 
governor of Para state, said in-
vestigators are examining two 
possible causes: a generator fail-
ure or a short circuit in one of 
the conference stands.

Curfew Lifted In 
Bara Dist After 
Clashes Subside

KATHMANDU

Curfew was lifted on Friday in 
parts of Bara district in southern 
Nepal, bordering India, as nor-
malcy returned after violent 
clashes between Gen Z youths 
and members of the ousted Prime 
Minister K P Sharma Oli’s party. 
Markets reopened, schools re-
sumed, and transportation ser-
vices restarted across the district. 
Chief District Officer Dharmen-
dra Kumar Mishra told that the 
situation had returned to normal, 
allowing authorities to lift the 
two-day curfew. Tensions erupted 
on Wednesday when three CPN-
UML cadres allegedly assaulted 
Gen Z youths staging a peaceful 
protest at Simara Airport. 



India’s Television Viewership Surges Across Nation
NEW DELHI

India’s television landscape 
now reaches 900 million 
viewers across 230 million 
households, with 918 private 
satellite channels operational 
as of March 2025, official 
data revealed on Friday to 
mark World Television Day. 
The growth reflects a thriving 
broadcast ecosystem, support-
ed by 6.5 crore DD Free Dish 
homes, which provide free 
public access and drive digital 
inclusion nationwide.

The Media and Entertain-
ment sector contributed Rs 
2.5 lakh crore to India’s econ-
omy in 2024, with projections 
exceeding Rs 3 lakh crore by 
2027. The television and 
broadcasting segment alone 
earned nearly Rs 680 billion 
in 2024. Expansion is driven 
by Smart TVs, 4K and 
high-definition broadcasting, 
5G, and OTT platforms serv-
ing over 600 million users.

World Television Day, ob-
served globally on November 
21, recognises television as a 

key medium for information, 
education, and global under-
standing. In India, the Minis-

try of Information and Broad-
casting and Prasar Bharati 
oversee programmes high-
lighting TV’s role in public 
service, development messag-
ing, and national integration.

Television in India has 
evolved since its launch in 
1959, from experimental 
broadcasts to one of the 
world’s largest networks. Key 
milestones include the intro-
duction of colour TV in 1982 
and expansion of DD Free 
Dish from 59 channels in 
2014 to 482 channels in 2025, 

enhancing access to regional, 
national, and educational  
content.

Modern developments like 
AI-enabled tools, multilin-
gual content, and interactive 
programming ensure TV re-
mains inclusive, bridging 
cultural, linguistic, and digi-
tal divides. Supported by 
government initiatives, tele-
vision continues to inform, 
connect, and empower citi-
zens, reinforcing its role  
as a cornerstone of national 
communication.

TV GROWTH INDIA
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IRF India, Education 
Ministry Launch  

School Safety

Canara HSBC, Canara 
Bank Promote 

Community Marathon

Redrob Secures  
$10 Million Funding 

Led Korea

New Delhi
The India chapter of the 

International Road Feder-
ation (IRF) has joined 

hands with the Union Ed-
ucation Ministry to start 

the National Road Safety 
Mission for Schools 

(NRSM). Speaking at the 
launch, Anu Jain, a minis-

try director, highlighted 
rising accidents involving 

children near schools. She 
said road safety is now a 

major public concern, 
with nearly 12,000 chil-
dren dying annually in 

school zones across India. 
The mission aims to cre-
ate awareness and pro-

mote safe practices 
among students.

Bangalore
Canara HSBC Life Insur-

ance has teamed up with 
Canara Bank as the offi-
cial insurance partner for 
the ‘Come Run Together’ 
marathon. The event is 

set for November 23, 
2025, at Sree Kanteerava 
Stadium, Bangalore. The 

partnership highlights 
both organizations’ com-
mitment to promoting fit-
ness, wellness, and com-
munity unity. The mara-
thon aims to encourage 

active living while bringing 
people together, fostering 
a sense of social bonding 
through sport and healthy 

lifestyle activities.

New Delhi
AI startup Redrob has 

raised USD 10 million in a 
Series A funding round 

led by Korea Investment 
Partners. This takes the 
company’s total funding 
to USD 14 million, includ-
ing a USD 4 million seed 
round in 2023. Other in-
vestors in the round in-

cluded KB Investment, Ki-
woom Investment, Korea 
Development Bank Capi-
tal, Daekyo Investment, 
and DS & Partners. The 

new funds will help Red-
rob expand its AI research 

and strengthen its posi-
tion in the technology 

sector.
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FM Holds Pre-Budget Talks With 
Infrastructure, Energy Experts
Finance Minister chairs pre-budget discussion with key sector experts

NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Friday 
chaired the 11th Pre-Budget 
Consultation in New Delhi, 
focusing on infrastructure and 
energy sectors as part of the 
preparation for the Union 
Budget 2026-27. The meeting 
brought together senior offi-
cials and experts to discuss 
challenges, opportunities, and 
recommendations ahead of 
the budget.

The consultation was at-
tended by Secretaries from 
the Ministries of Power, 
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways, and Road Transport and 
Highways. The Chairman of 
the Railway Board and the 
Chief Economic Adviser also 
participated, alongside Union 
Minister of State for Finance 
Pankaj Chaudhary and senior 

officials from the Department 
of Economic Affairs.

This 11th round follows ten 
previous rounds of consulta-
tions held over recent days, 
covering sectors such as agri-
culture, MSMEs, capital mar-
kets, manufacturing, services, 
technology, tourism, and hos-
pitality. Each session aimed to 

gather insights from experts 
and representatives to guide 
policy-making for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

Experts discussed a wide 
range of topics, including eco-
nomic growth, job creation, 
investment climate, technolog-
ical progress, industrial com-
petitiveness, financial sector 

stability, labour welfare, and 
sustainable development. The 
sessions allowed stakeholders 
to present sector-specific rec-
ommendations and highlight 
challenges that need govern-
ment attention.

The Ministry of Finance 
said such consultations are a 
regular practice to ensure in-
clusive and collaborative pol-
icy-making. Sitharaman’s 
engagement with diverse 
stakeholders reflects the gov-
ernment’s focus on develop-
ing a budget that addresses 
both economic priorities and 
societal needs.

The series of meetings un-
derscores the Finance Minis-
try’s commitment to building 
a participatory approach for 
budget planning, ensuring that 
feedback from key sectors is 
incorporated into policy  
decisions.

Adani Urges India 
To Embrace 

Civilisational Roots

Gautam Adani stresses 
India’s civilisational roots 

as vital guide for the 
future amid AI’s 

transformative influence 
on culture and society

NEW DELHI

Gautam Adani, Chairman of 
the Adani Group, on Friday 
urged India to draw strength 
from its civilisational roots as 
the country faces the transfor-
mative era of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI). Speaking at the 
Global Indology Conclave 
2025 in New Delhi, he said 
India’s progress reflects its 
enduring identity, built on re-
s i l ience,  learning,  and  
renewal.

Adani warned that modern 
challenges do not come 
through armies or flags but 
through subtle control over 
human attention, habits, and 
imagination. “This quiet civil-
isational force has arrived in 
its most powerful form—Ar-
tificial Intelligence,” he said. 
He described AI as both trans-
formative and risky, capable 
of reshaping human under-
standing of culture and mem-
ory. “AI is becoming the 
world’s new teacher, guiding 
our past and holding our civil-
isational memory. This is 
where the danger lies,” Adani 
added, noting that it threatens 
the core of India’s culture.

He linked India’s fast 
growth to its cultural and 
philosophical heritage. “Our 
civilisation that refuses to 
break is also the one that 
learns to build. Over the past 
decade, Bharat has become 
the fourth-largest economy. 
When a civilisation knows it-

self, its economy knows its 
path,” he said.

Reflecting on his upbring-
ing, Adani recalled stories 
from the Ramayana and Ma-
habharata, narrated by his 
mother, which shaped his 
sense of duty, devotion, and 
Dharma. He highlighted the 
importance of Indology, the 
study of India’s philosophies, 
arts, sciences, and gover-
nance, as a guide to the fu-
ture.

Adani also mentioned In-
dia’s intellectual losses, in-
cluding the destruction of 
Nalanda and Vikramshila uni-
versities and colonial disre-
gard for local knowledge. 
“When the roots of culture 
fade, the land turns barren, 
but values endure, and dark-
ness can never prevail,” he 
said, emphasizing the need to 
restore civilisational confi-
dence to guide India’s path 
forward.

Australian Envoy Hails Reliance 
Move to Supply Russian-Free Oil

Australian envoy praises Reliance decision to supply oil free of Russia

NEW DELHI

Australian High Commission-
er to India Philip Green on 
Friday welcomed Reliance 
Industries' decision to supply 
Australia with oil that does 
not contain Russian crude. He 
said the move was important, 
given Australia’s total sanc-
tions on Russian oil following 
the invasion of Ukraine.

Green highlighted India’s 
long-standing role as a petro-
leum supplier to Australia. He 
said, “India has been supply-
ing petroleum products to 
Australia for quite some time. 
The issue of Russian oil has 
become crucial for us due to 
Russia’s illegal invasion of 
Ukraine. We are very pleased 
that Reliance will supply oil 
free of Russian content from 
its SEZ refinery starting next 
month. This is a positive  

step forward.”
The envoy also noted the 

rapidly growing cooperation 
between India and Australia 
in areas such as sports, re-
gional security, and critical 
minerals. He described the 
bilateral relationship as being 
at its “highest order,” citing 
the Foreign Ministers’ Frame-
work Dialogue as the most 
significant annual meeting 
between the two govern-
ments.

Green emphasized the close 
working relationship between 
the foreign ministers, men-
tioning that Dr. S. Jaishankar 

and his Australian counterpart 
have met 26 times, including 
their latest meeting this week. 
A major focus of discussions 
was collaboration on critical 
minerals, particularly lithium, 
which Australia produces in 
large quantities. Green noted 
ongoing partnerships between 
Australia’s Critical Minerals 
Office and India’s Khanij 
Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL) to 
support India’s battery and 
electric vehicle industry.

Reaffirming Australia’s 
commitment to the Quad, 
Green said the group remains 
vital  for maintaining a  
stable and prosperous In-
do-Pacific region. He con-
firmed Australia’s interest in 
participating in the next 
Quad Summit in India and 
said Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese is keen to attend 
when it is scheduled.

HSBC Flash PMI Shows Slowest 
Growth In Six Months

NEW DELHI

India’s HSBC Flash Compos-
ite Output Index, tracking 
manufacturing and services, 
fell to 59.9 in November from 
60.4 in October, marking a 
six-month low, according to 
S&P Global data. Despite the 
drop, the index remained well 
above the neutral 50.0 mark, 
indicating continued overall 
business growth.

The index measures month-
to-month changes in com-
bined manufacturing and ser-
vices output. The report 
showed that while both new 
orders and business activity 
expanded, the pace slowed to 
its weakest since May. Ana-
lysts cited weaker demand for 
some firms and heavy rainfall 
in parts of the country as fac-
tors affecting growth. Exports 
continued to rise but at a 
slower pace, with global com-
petition and cheaper alterna-
tives abroad weighing on in-
ternational sales.

Pranjul Bhandari, Chief In-
dia Economist at HSBC, said, 

“Manufacturing PMI eased, 
though operating conditions 
remain healthy. New export 
orders were stable, but overall 
demand softened, suggesting 
the GST boost may have 
peaked. Costs and prices also 
eased.”

The HSBC Manufacturing 
PMI dropped to 57.4 from 
59.2, reflecting the slowest 
growth in nine months. Man-
ufacturers reported lower out-
put and new orders, while 
services activity saw modest 
improvement. Outstanding 
business volumes fell for the 

second month, leading to 
slower job creation. Employ-
ment rose for the 42nd month 
but at the weakest pace in 
over 18 months.

Input cost inflation eased 
to i ts  lowest  in nearly  
five-and-a-half years, and 
output price growth cooled to 
an eight-month low. Compa-
nies remained optimistic 
about future output, driven 
by pricing, marketing, and 
capacity expansion, though 
overall business confidence 
fell to its lowest since July 
2022.

IndiGo Approves 820 Million 
Dollars Aviation Asset Purchase
NEW DELHI

IndiGo, one of India’s largest 
airlines, has approved a cap-
ital investment of USD 820 
million (Rs 72,940 million) 
in its fully owned subsidiary, 
InterGlobe Aviation Finan-
c i a l  S e r v i c e s  I F S C  
Private Limited (IndiGo 
IFSC). The investment will 
be made through a combina-
tion of equity shares and 0.01 
percent Non-Cumulative Op-
tionally Convertible Redeem-
able Preference Shares (OC-
RPS), in one or more phases, 
t h e  a i r l i n e  s a i d  i n  a  
statement.

The funds raised by IndiGo 
IFSC will mainly be used to 
acquire aviation assets, en-
abling the airline to own air-
craft directly. Traditionally, 
IndiGo’s fleet relied heavily 
on operating leases. Howev-
er, the company has recently 
focused on a more balanced 
ownership approach and di-
versified financing methods 
to strengthen its business 
model.

This move reflects Indi-

Go’s aim for careful capital 
allocation and sustainable 
growth for stakeholders. The 
airline operates over 400 air-
craft and runs about 2,300 
daily flights, connecting 
more than 90 domestic and 
40 international destinations. 
In 2024, IndiGo inducted 58 
new aircraft and served over 
118 million passengers in the 
financial year 2025.

IndiGo’s efforts to expand 
and modernize its fleet  
have earned recognition as 
the ‘Best Airline in India  
and South Asia’ at the Sky-
trax World Airline Awards 
2025. Analysts say the in-
vestment is expected to en-
hance IndiGo’s operational 
flexibility, reduce depen-
dence on leased aircraft, and 
support its long-term growth 
strategy. The airline contin-
ues to be one of the fast-
est-growing carriers in the 
world, combining fleet ex-
pansion, customer service 
improvements, and strategic 
investments to maintain its 
leading position in India and 
international markets.

EaseMyTrip Enters Forbes 
Top Ten Global Growth List
NEW DELHI

EaseMyTrip has been named 
among the Top 10 of "Forbes 
India presents DGEMS 2025 
– The Select 200," recognis-
ing companies with strong 
global business potential. The 
honour highlights EaseMy-
Trip’s steady rise in the trav-
el-tech industry and its focus 
on building a future-ready 
business across both domestic 
and international markets, ac-
cording to a company state-
ment.DGEMS celebrates or-
ganisations and founders 
looking beyond borders. This 
year’s theme, "Founders 
Helping Founders," emphasis-
es collaboration and shared 
learning. EaseMyTrip’s inclu-
sion reflects its growth in In-
dia while expanding its pres-
ence globally in one of the 
world’s fastest-growing travel 
sectors. The company has ex-

tended operations to countries 
including Brazil, New Zea-
land, the Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, Thailand, Singapore, 
the UAE, the UK, and the 
USA. Simultaneously, it con-
tinues to strengthen its posi-
tion in India by improving 
products, expanding partner-
ships, and investing in tech-
nology to simplify travel for 
millions of users. This bal-
anced approach has enabled 
the company to grow respon-
sibly while exploring new 
markets. Rikant Pittie, CEO 
and Co-Founder of EaseMy-
Trip, said, “Being named in 
the Top 10 reinforces our evo-
lution into a travel-tech com-
pany with a multi-market per-
spective. India remains cen-
tral to our growth, and global 
expansion is a natural exten-
sion of our capabilities. The 
recognition motivates us to 
continue raising the bar.”

India 
Strengthens 

Semiconductor 
Plans Through 
Singapore Ties

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw on Friday said India 
and Singapore are deepening 
cooperation in advanced tech-
nologies, particularly semi-
conductors, following a series 
of high-level meetings in Sin-
gapore. The Singapore Semi-
conductor Industry Associa-
tion (SSIA) will work closely 
with India to support ap-
proved semiconductor proj-
ects, the minister noted.

Vaishnaw added that dis-
cussions were held with Sin-
gapore-based companies to 
understand their experiences, 
challenges, and steps required 
to accelerate the movement of 
semiconductor equipment and 
materials. “Detailed discus-
sions were held on key chal-
lenges and measures to speed 
up equipment and material 
movement,” he said. The min-
ister also met officials from 
Singapore’s Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, Enterprise Sin-
gapore, the Institute of Tech-
nical Education, Singapore 
Polytechnic, and ASTAR. The 
talks focused on training tech-
nicians and engineers needed 
for India’s upcoming semi-
conductor facilities. Vaishnaw 
highlighted that skilling ini-
tiatives will be crucial to meet 
workforce demands in India’s 
growing chip industry. In ad-
dition, Vaishnaw met Singa-
pore’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Trade & Industry Minis-
ter Gan Kim Yong.

Bitcoin Hits Seven-Month Low 
Amid US Economic Worries

MUMBAI :  Bitcoin, the world’s largest cryptocurrency, fell to 
its lowest level since April on Friday as concerns over the US 
economy triggered a broad selloff in digital assets. The cryp-
tocurrency dropped 7.18 percent to $85,966.75 during intra-
day trading. Its market value stood at $1.71 trillion, while 24-
hour trading volumes reached $94 billion.

Ether, the second-largest cryptocurrency, also slipped sharp-
ly, falling 7.92 percent to $2,797.50 as selling pressure spread 
across the crypto market. 

Analysts linked Bitcoin’s decline to growing uncertainty in 
the US macroeconomic environment. Recent jobs data for Sep-
tember showed higher-than-expected unemployment, raising 
doubts about when the US Federal Reserve will start cutting 
interest rates.
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On November 10, 2025, a horrific terrorist attack shook the heart 
of India’s capital, leaving deep scars on the city’s psyche and 

raising urgent questions about national security. A Hyundai i20, 
packed with improvised explosive devices, detonated near the 
historic Red Fort, killing 14 people and injuring dozens more in 

what has been recognized as the deadliest terror attack in Delhi 
in over a decade. This article unravels the sequence of events, the 

investigation, the perpetrators, and the broader implications of 
this grave assault on India’s sovereignty and its citizens’ safety.

The Incident:  
A Moment of Terror 

near the Red Fort
The explosion occurred during 
the evening rush hour near the 
17th-century Red Fort, a sym-

bol of India’s independence 
and national pride. Eyewit-

nesses reported a slow-moving 
Hyundai i20 halt at a red traf-

fic light near the fort’s en-
trance before a massive blast 
erupted, engulfing the area in 

flames, thick black smoke, and 
chaos. Victims were scattered 
on the road, some trapped in 
burning vehicles. Emergency 

responders rushed to the 
scene, transporting the critical-

ly injured to hospitals while 
firefighters battled the flames. 
The attack’s timing was calcu-
lated to cause maximum casu-
alties and psychological im-

pact, targeting a densely popu-
lated public space with im-

mense symbolic significance. 
The blast not only claimed in-
nocent lives but also shattered 

the sense of security in the  
national capital.

Immediate Aftermath and Government Response
The Union Cabinet swiftly condemned the attack as a cowardly terrorist act perpetrated by anti-national forces. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi expressed deep grief and assured citizens that those behind the bombing will not be spared. A two-minute silence was observed 
nationwide to honor the victims. Enhanced security measures were immediately implemented across Delhi, and the area around the Red Fort 

was cordoned off to facilitate forensic investigation. The National Security Guard and specialized forensic units collected evidence 
meticulously from the blast site. The Ministry of Home Affairs handed over the investigation to the National Investigation Agency (NIA), 

signaling the gravity and scope of the probe required for such a sophisticated terror act.
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The Investigation: 
Uncovering a White-
collar Terror Module

Initial police investigations re-
vealed the blast was likely a sui-

cide attack carried out with the 
vehicle laden with ammonium ni-

trate fuel oil explosive. The ac-
cused suicide bomber, identified 
as a resident of Pulwama district 

in Jammu and Kashmir, was 
killed in the explosion. The probe 

has since exposed a chilling ter-
rorist module involving highly 

educated individuals, including 
professionals and doctors con-

nected to Al Falah University in 
Faridabad, near Delhi. Intelli-

gence agencies have described 
this as a white-collar terror net-
work that meticulously planned 
and executed the attack. Several 
arrests have been made, with six 
prime accused currently in NIA 
custody, including doctors who 

allegedly played roles in logistics, 
planning, and bomb assembly. 

The university’s founder has also 
been detained under investigation 

for terror financing and money 
laundering links. The investiga-

tion further revealed that the ter-
ror cell operated for months, 

amassing a huge cache of explo-
sives weighing nearly 2,900 kilo-

grams, including chemicals and 
detonators, highlighting the high 

degree of sophistication involved.

Forensics and Digital 
Trails: How Investigators 
Pieced It Together
One of the most striking aspects 
of the Red Fort case is the central 
role played by forensic science 
and digital investigation. Experts 
from Delhi’s forensic laboratory 
collected more than 40 samples 
from the blast site, including frag-
ments of the vehicle, residues of 
explosives, and human remains. 
Preliminary analysis identified 
ammonium nitrate–based residues 
alongside a more potent but un-
disclosed substance, suggesting a 
composite device designed for 
high yield. The absence of typical 
wiring or detonator debris has led 
investigators to explore advanced 
initiation methods and concealed 
triggering mechanisms. DNA 
analysis proved crucial in con-
firming the identity of the sus-
pected suicide driver. Tissue sam-
ples recovered from the driver’s 
seat area were matched to the 
family members of a Kashmiri 
doctor, Umar, whose remains 
were reportedly found trapped be-
tween the steering wheel and ped-
als of the car. Parallel digital fo-
rensics mapped movements of the 
Hyundai i20 through CCTV foot-
age from toll plazas and city cam-
eras, tracing its entry into Delhi 
via the Badarpur border hours be-
fore the explosion. Encryp-
tion-protected chats, email drafts, 
and other digital artefacts are be-
ing reverse-engineered to recon-
struct the module’s internal hier-
archy, logistics chain, and links  
to external handlers.

Security Implications  
and Lessons

This attack exposed vulnerabili-
ties even in highly guarded spaces 
like the Red Fort precinct. Terror-

ists leveraged knowledge of traffic 
patterns, peak hours, and security 
gaps to maximize impact. The in-
cident has become a wake-up call 

for Indian security agencies and 
organizations to bolster proactive 
threat detection, conduct compre-

hensive risk assess-
ments, and maintain 
mission-ready re-

sponse protocols. 
Intelligence-driv-

en surveillance 
and early warn-
ing systems are 

now prioritized to 
detect suspicious ac-

tivities and preempt 
threats. There is also a renewed 
focus on auditing supply chain 

vulnerabilities and personnel  
vetting to prevent the acquisition 

and movement of explosive mate-
rials. The government reaffirmed 

its zero-tolerance policy toward 
terrorism, vowing to dismantle 

terror networks comprehensively 
and bring perpetrators to  

justice without delay.

Geopolitical Dimensions
The attack has strained ongoing tensions with 
Pakistan, as some Pakistani politicians have 
openly claimed involvement of groups based 
in Pakistan-administered territories. India’s 
authorities continue to assert that transnation-
al terror outfits and their sponsors are behind 
the blast, underscoring the persistent chal-
lenge of cross-border terrorism. Diplomatic 
channels remain engaged with allies world-
wide to garner support against terrorism and 
enhance counter-terrorism cooperation in in-
telligence sharing and enforcement.

India–Pakistan Tensions: Familiar Risks, New Constraints
The suspected links between the module’s Kashmiri operatives and Pakistan-based 
groups have inevitably spilled into the already fraught India–Pakistan relationship. 
Some strategic commentators have suggested that outfits historically based across the 
Line of Control, including factions of Jaish-e-Mohammed, may have played a role, al-
though the Indian government has so far been cautious in naming a specific organisa-
tion. Reports indicate that Indian intelligence believes the Red Fort blast was one ele-
ment of a larger plot involving planned attacks in multiple Indian cities on sensitive 
dates, including the anniversary of the Babri Masjid demolition. At the diplomatic level, 
this incident adds pressure on New Delhi to demonstrate resolve without automatically 
escalating to overt military retaliation, especially given the recent history of cross-bor-
der strikes and the delicate regional situation. Foreign policy analysts argue that India’s 
response will likely combine intensified covert and diplomatic pressure.

Public and Social Impact
The psychological impact of such a high-profile attack is profound. Citizens’ trust 

in security mechanisms has been challenged, prompting demands for greater trans-
parency and effectiveness in counter-terrorism measures. Community outreach and 
awareness programs have intensified to counter radicalization and foster resilience 
against extremist ideologies spreading through professional and educational net-

works. The Red Fort car bomb explosion on November 10, 2025, stands as a grim 
reminder of the evolving nature of terrorism, blending stealth, sophistication, and the 

exploitation of trusted societal sectors. India faces the dual challenge of fortifying 
physical security and unraveling complex terror conspiracies that threaten its demo-
cratic fabric. The government, security agencies, and citizens must collectively rise 

to meet this threat, bolstering vigilance, intelligence, and unity. While grief over 
the lives lost lingers, hope resides in the resilience of the nation that remains 

steadfast against the shadows of terror and committed to peace and security for 
all.  The Red Fort car blast has become a litmus test for India’s evolving count-

er-terrorism doctrine, especially after the Union government stated earlier in 
2025 that any major terror strike would be treated as an act of war. Analysts point 

out that while such declarations project resolve, the response to a complex urban at-
tack in the national capital is constrained by the need to avoid escalation, ensure due 

process, and maintain social cohesion. Public debate now centres on whether declaratory 
doctrines are matched by investments in intelligence, urban security infrastructure, and 
institutional capacity to prevent such attacks rather than only retaliate after the fact. 
Security experts argue that the Red Fort blast underscores the limits of a primarily 

deterrence-based posture when faced with decentralised, white-collar cells that blend 
into professional and educational ecosystems. These networks operate below the tra-
ditional radar of counter-terror agencies, using encrypted communication, digital an-
onymity, and small, compartmentalised teams to plan attacks. There is growing rec-
ognition that doctrine must be backed by granular, ground-level capabilities: sophis-
ticated data analytics, inter-agency coordination, and the integration of cyber, finan-

cial, and human intelligence to map such dispersed cells before they strike.

A New Profile of Terror: Educated, 
Networked, and Embedded

Historically, many terror plots exposed in India in-
volved individuals with overt militant profiles, 

training camp histories, or direct organisational af-
filiation. In contrast, the Red Fort module is charac-
terised by professionally qualified individuals—par-
ticularly doctors and university-linked staff—who 

leveraged their social respectability, financial litera-
cy, and mobility to mask illicit activities. Agencies 
have reportedly described this as a white-collar or 
medics-led network, capable of raising funds, pro-
curing chemicals under legal covers, and moving 
large quantities of precursor materials without im-
mediate suspicion. Analysts caution that this shift 
complicates both detection and de-radicalisation. 
Recruitment may happen in student circles, hostel 
environments, or professional associations, where 
ideological grooming can be subtle and stretched 

over years. Instead of visible militancy, radicalisa-
tion may present as intense online engagement with 
extremist narratives, travel under academic pretexts, 
and clandestine financial flows. Policymakers there-
fore face the challenge of enhancing scrutiny in sen-
sitive sectors—such as private universities, health-
care networks, and research labs—without stigma-

tising entire professions or fuelling alienation.

and Resilience
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WPL Mega Auction to 
Feature 277 Players in 
Expanded 2026 Pool

This marks an expansion from last year’s pool of 120 players
NEW DELHI

The Women's Premier League 
(WPL) is set for its big-
gest-ever player auction, with 
277 cricketers shortlisted for 
the 2026 mega event to be 
held in Delhi on November 
27. This marks a dramatic ex-
pansion from last year’s 
pool of 120 players, under-
lining the league’s rapid 
rise and growing 
global interest.

In what will be the 
first mega auction 
since the WPL’s in-
ception in 2023, five 
franchises will com-
pete for a maximum 
of 73 available slots. 
The eight-player 
Marquee list fea-
tures some of the 
sport’s most cel-
ebrated names, 
including Wom-
en’s World Cup 
2025 Player of the 
Tournament Deep-
ti Sharma, Austra-
lia captain Alyssa 
Healy, and South 
Afr ica’s  Laura 

Wolvaardt. India pacer Renu-
ka Singh — who represented 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) for the first three sea-
sons — is the only other Indi-
an in the elite group.

Joining them are New Zea-
land veteran Sophie Devine, 
England spinner Sophie Ec-
clestone, Kiwi all-rounder 
Amelia Kerr and Australian 
legend Meg Lanning. While 

Renuka has a base 
price of ₹40 lakh and 

Wolvaardt ₹30 lakh, the 
rest in the marquee set 
enter the auction with 
the highest base brack-
et of ₹50 lakh.

Overall, 19 players 
have listed them-
selves at the top 
₹50-lakh tier, in-
cluding Phoebe Li-
tchfield, Harleen 
Deol, Pooja Vas-
trakar and Georgia 

Wareham. The pool 
also includes 11 
players in the ₹40-
lakh category and a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  8 8 
names in the ₹30-
lakh bracket.

WPL 2026 Mega 
Auction at a Glance

n �Total players 
shortlisted: 277

n �Indian players: 194 
(52 capped, 142 un-
capped)

n �Overseas players: 83

n �Total slots available: 73

n �Marquee players: 8

n �Highest base price 
bracket: ₹50 lakh (19 
players)

 n �Franchise purses:
UP Warriorz — 
₹14.5 crore
Gujarat Giants —
₹9 crore
RCB — ₹6.15 crore
Mumbai Indians — 
₹5.75 crore
Delhi Capitals — 
₹5.70 crore

n �RTM cards available: 8 
(Warriorz hold 4)

Real Madrid Win Race for 
Celta Prodigy Mateo Quintana
MADRID

Real Madrid’s long-term re-
cruitment strategy has once 
again taken centre stage as the 
club moves closer to securing 
one of Spain’s most promising 
young footballers. According 
to a report, Los Blancos are on 
the brink of signing 13-year-
old midfielder Mateo Quintana 
from Celta Vigo, beating both 
Barcelona and Atletico Madrid 
to his signature.

The information, first de-
tailed by journalist Alberto 
Bravo, suggests that the oper-
ation has been advancing 
steadily despite Celta’s deter-
mined efforts to keep the 
youngster in Galicia. Bravo 
noted that negotiations are 
“practically sealed,” with only 
final agreements pending. 

Barring unexpected complica-
tions, Quintana is expected to 
join La Fábrica at Valdebebas.

Born in 2012, Quintana has 
already made a strong impres-
sion within Celta’s academy 
setup. His remarkable tally of 
seven goals in seven matches 
in the Galician Division of 
Honour led the club to pro-
mote him to the Cadete B cat-
egory ahead of schedule—an 
uncommon step for someone 
his age and a testament to his 
exceptional maturity on the 
pitch.

Celta Vigo reportedly made 
significant attempts to con-
vince both the player and his 
family to continue his devel-
opment in familiar surround-
ings. However, Real Madrid’s 
elite training environment, 
combined with the club’s 

proven record of nurturing 
young talent, ultimately 
tipped the scales.

For Real Madrid, Quin-
tana’s potential made the pur-
suit a priority. The club’s 
youth scouts consider him a 
rare talent with the ability to 
excel in a more demanding 
competitive structure. Win-
ning the battle against Barce-
lona and Atletico only under-
scores how sought-after the 
young midfielder has become 
within Spanish football.

Sources close to Madrid’s 
academy say Quintana is ex-
cited about the move and ea-
ger to take the next step in his 
development. Inside Valdebe-
bas, expectations are already 
high that he could become 
one of the standout products 
of the next generation.

Real Madrid 
appear set to 
secure Celta 
Vigo’s brightest 
young midfield 
prospect

Holy Spirit School 
& St. Arnold PU 

College Sports Meet 
BENGALURU

At the sports meet organized by Holy Spirit 
School and St. Arnold PU College located on 
Bannerghatta Road, Bengaluru, prizes were dis-
tributed to the winners. The sports meet was in-
augurated by Sr. Saritha, Sr. Treesa Rebello – 
Head of Holy Spirit Educational Institutions, and 
Ms. Limna Justine, Principal of Holy Spirit 
School and PU College. 

Actor and producer Dr. Gandasi Sadananda 
Swamy, along with other dignitaries, presented 
awards to the winners.  The event was held in 
memory of Arnold Jannesson, who symbolizes 
sportsmanship, leadership, humility, and perse-
verance. Along with volleyball matches, cultural 
programs such as solo and group dance perfor-
mances were also organized.

Diksha Dagar Defends 
Deaflympics Gold with 

Dominant 14-Stroke Win
TOKYO

Indian golfer Diksha Dagar 
delivered a sensational per-
formance at the Deaflympics, 
firing a stunning 11-under in 
the final round to comfortably 
defend her gold medal in the 
women’s individual stroke-
play event at the Wakasu Golf 
Links.

Diksha, a former silver 
medallist in 2017 and gold 
winner in 2021, produced 
rounds of 68, 65 and 72 for a 
three-day total of 11-under 
205. Her clinical consistency 
and attacking a p -
proach pro-
pelled her 
to a com-
manding 
14-shot 
vic -

tory over France’s Margaux 
Rezo, who finished with a to-
tal of three-over 219. Cana-
da’s Erica Dawn Rivard took 
bronze at five-over 221.

The 24-year-old began 
strongly with a four-under 68 
— the only sub-par score in 
the 21-player field on the 
opening day. But it was her 
blistering second round, an 
extraordinary 11-under, that 
catapulted her beyond reach. 
With her putter running hot, 
Diksha dismantled the course, 
leaving her rivals scrambling 
for positions rather than the 
podium’s top step.

Diksha’s triumph adds to 
her impressive resume. In 
2019, she became only the 
second Indian woman after 
Aditi Ashok to win a title on 
the Ladies European Tour. 
She also made history as the 
only hearing-impaired golfer 

globally to have rep-
r e s e n t e d  h e r 
country at both 
the Deaflympics 

and the Olympic 
Games — having 
competed in Tokyo 
2020 and Paris 2024.

Among the other Indian 
golfers in the field, Harsh 
Singh finished 12th with a to-
tal of 22-over 238, while 
Vibhu Tyagi ended tied-14th 
at 24-over 240.

Ryan Williams 
Cleared by FIFA, 

Eligible to 
Represent India

NEW DELHI

India’s national football team 
has received a significant boost 
with forward Ryan Williams 
officially cleared by FIFA to 
represent the country. The 
32-year-old Bengaluru FC at-
tacker, born in Perth, has now 
completed his change of asso-
ciation after relinquishing his 
Australian citizenship and ac-
quiring an Indian passport.

The All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) announced that 
FIFA’s Players’ Status Chamber 
issued its final approval, con-
firming Williams’ eligibility. 
“With the ruling now in effect, 
Ryan Williams is officially eligi-
ble for selection to the Indian 
national team,” the AIFF said, 
adding that the process adhered 
fully to all regulatory require-
ments. FIFA reviewed the appli-
cation under the Regulations 
Governing the Application of 
the Statutes (RGAS), verifying 
that all conditions for nationality 
and representation were satis-
fied. Williams qualifies through 
his Indian heritage—his mother 
was born in Mumbai—while his 
father hails from Kent, England.

Williams previously repre-
sented Australia at the U-20 
and U-23 levels and made a 
senior appearance in a 2019 
friendly against South Korea. 
His club career has taken him 
through stints at Fulham and 
Portsmouth before he joined 
Bengaluru FC in 2023, where 
his high work rate and versatil-
ity have made him a key pres-
ence in attack.

Paramount Stuns Market with 
Champions League Rights Triumph
LONDON

Paramount Skydance Corp. 
has secured a surprise victory 
in the bidding war for UEFA 
Champions League broadcast-
ing rights in the United King-
dom and Germany, marking 
the company’s most signifi-
cant international sports ac-
quisition to date. A 
person familiar with 
the matter confirmed 
the deal, noting that 
auctions for other 
major European mar-
kets are still under-
way.

UEFA had hoped to reshape 
its broadcast tender process 
by enhancing its appeal to 
global streaming giants. Early 
discussions explored the po-
tential for worldwide rights 
packages, but bidders ulti-
mately favoured regional 
deals, prompting UEFA to 
recalibrate its approach. Para-
mount’s success grants the 
company entry into two of 
UEFA’s most valuable territo-
ries, where rights are current-
ly shared by Amazon and 
TNT Sports.

The US media group, 
which merged with David El-
lison’s Skydance Media earli-

er this year, already holds a 
six-year US broadcast agree-
ment with UEFA, signed in 
2022. Its latest acquisition 
strengthens its European foot-
print and signals a strategic 
expansion into live sports 
coverage.

UEFA’s revamped tender is 
the first handled by its new 

advisers—Relevent 
Football Partners and 
UC3, the organisa-
tion’s commercial 
arm. The governing 
body aims to increase 
competition by at-
tracting tech-driven 

platforms such as Netflix, 
Amazon, and DAZN. Al-
though an initial overhaul em-
phasised global packages, the 
process reverted to pan-re-
gional offerings once bidding 
began.

Despite the Champions 
League generating billions of 
euros each season, media 
rights remain fragmented, 
with about 100 broadcasters 
holding various packages 
worldwide. By moving to-
ward longer four-year con-
tracts, UEFA hopes to entice 
streaming platforms that are 
investing more deeply in 
sports programming.

Italy Face Tricky Road Back to World Cup

ZURICH

Italy’s hopes of returning to 
the FIFA World Cup rest on a 
challenging playoff pathway 
that begins with a must-win 
home clash against Northern 
Ireland on March 26. After 
missing the last two editions 
in 2018 and 2022, the four-
time champions now con-
front another nerve-testing 
route to reclaim their place 
on football’s biggest stage.

Italy, eliminated previously 
by Sweden and North Mace-
donia, find themselves back 
in the playoffs for a third 
straight cycle. The latest 
draw means that even if they 
defeat Northern Ireland in the 
single-elimination semifinal, 

they must travel away to face 
either Wales or Bosnia-Her-
zegovina for a spot in the ex-
panded 48-team tournament 
to be hosted by the United 
States, Canada and Mexico.

Northern Ireland, known 
for their stubborn defensive 
structure, pose a challenge 
similar to North Macedonia, 
who stunned Italy in Palermo 
with a stoppage-time winner 
in 2022. “There will be im-
mense pressure on Italy… we 
have everything to gain,” 
Northern Ireland coach Mi-
chael O’Neill said.

Italy coach Gennaro Gattu-
so, whose side fell 4-1 to 
group winner Norway on 
Sunday, declined to comment.

Across the other European 

playoff brackets, Ukraine 
will host Sweden, with the 
winner then at home to Po-
land or Albania. Kosovo, 
aiming for a historic first 
World Cup appearance, face 
Slovakia before a potential 
showdown with Turkey or 
Romania. Ireland, buoyed by 
back-to-back wins over Por-
tugal and Hungary, travel to 
the Czech Republic for their 
semifinal.

FIFA also confirmed draws 
for the intercontinental play-
offs, with Iraq set to face ei-
ther Bolivia or Suriname, 
while Congo await the win-
ner of New Caledonia vs Ja-
maica. The six playoff 
matches will take place in 
Mexico from March 23–31.

Italy’s Playoff Path
n �Semifinal: vs Northern 

Ireland (Home)

n �Final: vs Wales/Bosnia 
(Away)

n �Format: Single-elimina-
tion

European Playoff Brackets
n �Bracket 1: Ukraine vs 

Sweden → winner vs 
Poland/Albania

n �Bracket 1: Ukraine vs 
Sweden → winner vs 
Poland/Albania

n �Bracket 2: Kosovo vs 
Slovakia → winner vs 
Turkey/Romania

n �Bracket 3: Czech Repub-
lic vs Ireland → winner vs 
Denmark/North Macedo-
nia

Intercontinental Playoffs
n �Iraq vs Bolivia/Suriname

n �Congo vs New Caledonia/
Jamaica

n �Venue: Mexico (March 
23–31)

Key Date:
n �World Cup Draw: Decem-

ber 5, Washington, D.C.

India A Dominate Oman A; India B Fall to France
MUSCAT

India experienced contrasting 
fortunes on the opening day 
of the World Cup of Snooker 
team competition, with India 
A cruising past Oman A while 
India B faltered against a 
strong French side.

Three-time IBSF world 
champion Pankaj Advani set 
the tone for India A in Group 
F with a commanding 80-4 
win over Omar Sultan. 
Though he didn’t register a 
big break, Advani’s precision 
and control left his opponent 
with little room to mount any 
challenge.

Aditya Mehta, part of the 
victorious 2019 Indian squad, 
took time to settle against 
Ahmed Alkhusaibi but even-

tually produced a decisive 
53-point break to hand India 
A a 2-0 lead. In the doubles, 
Brijesh Damani partnered 
with Advani to seal a compre-
hensive 62-20 victory over 
Alkhusaibi and Sultan, com-
pleting a flawless 3-0 sweep.

Earlier in Group A, India 
B—featuring Dhvaj Haria and 
newcomer Hussain Khan—
began promisingly  but 
couldn’t sustain the momen-
tum against France. Haria, the 
reigning National 6-Red 
champion, was in sublime 
touch as he blanked Gauvain 
Bazin 134-0, firing a superb 
93-point break.

However, France hit back 
strongly. Nicolas Mortreux 
levelled the tie with a 71-10 
win over Hussain before join-

ing Bazin for a pivotal dou-
bles clash. The French duo 
edged out Haria and Hussain 
60-56 on the black ball, seiz-
ing a 2-1 advantage. Mortreux 
then defeated Haria 79-49 in 
the final frame to secure a 3-1 
triumph.

Results
Group A: France bt India B 
3-1 — Bazin lost to Haria 

0-134 (93); Mortreux bt Hus-
sain 71-10; Bazin/Mortreux 

bt Haria/Hussain 60-56; 
Mortreux bt Haria 79-49.

Group F: India A bt Oman 
A 3-0 — Advani bt Sultan 
80-4; Mehta bt Alkhusaibi 
73 (53)-1; Advani/Damani 
bt Alkhusaibi/Sultan 62-20.

Camp Nou 
Catalyst: Barca 
Target Revival

BARCELONA

Barcelona finally return to 
Camp Nou after two-and-a-
half years, with Hansi Flick 
hoping the occasion jump-
starts their La Liga title de-
fence against Athletic Bilbao. 
Trailing Real Madrid by three 
points, Barça have struggled 
with defensive fragility and 
inconsistent attacking dis-
plays this season.

The 4–2 victory over Celta 
Vigo before the break offered 
encouragement, especially af-
ter a calm second half. Flick 
believes playing at Camp Nou 
will restore belief and rhythm. 
A timely boost comes from 
the potential return of goal-
keeper Joan Garcia, whose 
absence saw Barça fail to 
keep a clean sheet in nine 
matches.

However, injuries persist. 
Lamine Yamal remains doubt-
ful, Frenkie de Jong is sus-
pended and Pedri is sidelined, 
leaving Marc Casado and 
Dani Olmo to step into key 
midfield roles.

India to Face Pak 
on February 15 
in T20 World 

Cup 2026
MUMBAI

India and Pakistan have been 
placed in the same group for 
the 2026 T20 World Cup and 
will meet in Colombo on Feb-
ruary 15. India opens its cam-
paign against the USA in 
Ahmedabad on February 8, 
followed by games against 
Namibia and the Netherlands. 
Super 8 matches are sched-
uled in Ahmedabad, Chennai 
and Kolkata. If India reaches 
the semifinals, it will play at 
Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadi-
um, while Colombo will host 
the first semifinal. The final is 
set for March 8 in Ahmed-
abad.
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GUWAHATI

South Africa have been dealt 
a significant blow ahead of 
the second and final Test 
against India in Guwahati, 
with premier fast bowler 
Kagiso Rabada ruled out 
after failing to recover 
from a rib bone stress in-
jury. Rabada, who also 
missed the first Test in 
Kolkata, has been ad-
vised a four-week reha-
bilitation programme 
and will sit out not only 
the Test but also the up-
coming ODI and T20I se-
ries.

His absence was anticipat-
ed, with the visitors calling up 
seamer Lungi Ngidi earlier 
this week as cover. Ngidi is 
now in contention for the 
playing XI, though captain 
Temba Bavuma said the final 
team combination would be 
confirmed only after assess-
ing the pitch on Saturday 
morning.

“We will finalise the start-
ing when we have had a look 
at the wicket,” Bavuma said 
on Friday. “It looks a little bit 
fresher than Kolkata with a 
bit more grass, so that sug-
gests it will play a bit better. 
It will be more of a traditional 
sub-continent wicket — good 

for batting in the first few 
days before spinners come 
into play.”

Bavuma stressed the impor-
tance of the first innings, not-
ing that batting early on such 
surfaces often determines the 
course of the Test. Winning 
the toss, he added, would be a 
major advantage.

Despite holding a 1-0 lead, 
the South African skipper dis-
missed any notion of playing 
cautiously. “Any Test you 
play, you want to win. We 
want to play from the front 
and not try protecting the lead 
we have,” he said.

India Lose Gill for Guwahati 
Test, Pant Steps in as Skipper

GUWAHATI

India’s hopes of squaring 
the two-match Test series 
against South Africa took a 
significant hit on Friday 
after captain Shubman 
Gill was officially ruled 
out of the second Test in 
Guwahati, starting today. 
Gill, who struggled with 
a persistent neck spasm 
during the opening Test 
in Kolkata, was re-
leased from the squad 

following medical 
assessment, 
with wicket-
keeper-bat-

ter Rishabh Pant appointed 
stand-in captain.

The 26-year-old had 
missed most of the first 
Test due to the injury and 
travelled with the side to 
Assam in the hope of re-
covery. However, team 
m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i d e d 
against risking further ag-
gravation, especially with 
an ODI series approaching. 
“We don’t want a recur-
rence of spasm during the 
game,” batting coach Sitan-
shu Kotak had cautioned 
earlier.

In an official statement, 
the BCCI confirmed Gill’s 

unavailability and Pant’s 
elevation to captaincy. The 
Board also noted that Gill’s 
participation in the upcom-
ing ODIs remains uncer-
tain.

The Barsapara Cricket 
Stadium, hosting its first 
international Test, is ex-
pected to witness early start 
times due to winter condi-
tions in the North East. 
With Gill sidelined, India 
are weighing two likely re-
placements for the playing 
XI — stylish left-hander 
Sai Sudharsan or promising 
all-rounder Nitish Kumar 
Reddy.

South Africa, buoyed by 
their memorable win at 
Eden Gardens, enter the 
match with a 1-0 lead and 
an opportunity to clinch a 
rare away series triumph. 
For India, the challenge in-
tensifies not just due to 
Gill’s absence but also the 
pressure to avoid a home 
series defeat.

Despite the initial belief 
that Gill might recover in 
time, sources indicate he 
has already left Guwahati 
to rest and continue treat-
ment, ending any lingering 
hopes of his participation 
in the decisive Test.

Injury-hit India face another setback as Shubman Gill misses 
crucial Guwahati Test against South Africa which begins today 

Pitch Controversy 
Reignites amid 

India–SA Test Series
GUWAHATI

The pitch debate resurfaced 
with intensity during the In-
dia–South Africa Test series 
after Cricket Association of 
Bengal president Sourav Gan-
guly revealed that the Eden 
Gardens surface for the open-
ing Test had been left unwa-
tered for four days. The ab-
sence of moisture accelerated 
the pitch’s deterioration, re-
sulting in unpredictable 
bounce, inconsistent pace, and 
excessive turn — conditions 
that rattled both sides but ulti-
mately helped South Africa 
secure a memorable win.

With the series now shifting 
to Guwahati, a more reassur-
ing sight emerged as ground 
staff watered the centre 
square at the Assam Cricket 
Association Stadium nearly 
48 hours before the second 
Test. While that provided 
some comfort, curators them-
selves admit that pitch prepa-
ration is a nuanced craft in-
fluenced by weather, soil 
composition and local geog-
raphy — variables no 

amount of planning can fully 
control.

Tailoring pitches to suit 
home strengths is 

common world-
wide, but the fine 

line between 
s t r a t e g i c 
preparation 
a n d 

over-manipulation remains 
contentious. India have learnt 
this the hard way. Despite 
pitches expected to favour 
their spinners, visiting sides 
have occasionally turned the 
tables, as South Africa did in 
the first Test. 

This has prompted uncom-
fortable questions: Is India’s 
historic advantage in spin 
slipping? Have IPL-era bat-
ting habits diluted traditional 
methods of playing spin? And 
are Indian spinners becoming 
too defensive on turning 
tracks?

Batting coach Sitanshu Ko-
tak acknowledged that mod-
ern batters rarely use their 
feet against spin the way pre-
vious generations did, while 
spinners too rely on flatter 
trajectories shaped by white-
ball cricket demands. Yet, In-
dia’s strength at home re-
mains spin — albeit not in 
isolation. Their 4-1 win over 
England last year on balanced 
pitches, where spinners and 
pacers both thrived, is proof.

The message, then, is clear: 
trust curators. Gentle guid-
ance is acceptable, but exces-
sive intervention risks pro-
ducing unstable surfaces like 
the one in Kolkata. Curators 
understand their soil, weather 
and conditions better than 
anyone. Teams must allow 
them the freedom to prepare 
pitches that uphold both con-
test and quality.

Experts warn India 
to trust curators as 
pitch controversies 

cloud Test series

Starc Reaches 100 Ashes Wickets 
in Dominant Perth Spell

STARC MAKES HISTORY

PERTH

Australia’s pace spearhead Mitch-
ell Starc etched his name deeper 
into Ashes history on Friday, be-
coming the 21st bowler — and the 
13th Australian — to claim 100 
wickets in the iconic Test rivalry. 
The landmark came during a dev-
astating early burst in the first Ash-
es Test at Perth, where Starc dis-
missed three key England batters, 
including Joe Root.

Starc reached the milestone in 
his 23rd Ashes Test, underlining 
his long-standing dominance 
against England. His fiery spell not 
only rocked the visitors but also 
propelled him into elite company. 
In the process, the left-arm quick 
equalled West Indies legend Curtly 
Ambrose’s career tally of 405 Test 
wickets, a mark that has long sym-
bolised sustained excellence at the 
highest level.

Now playing his 100th Test, 
Starc also stands on the brink of 
surpassing Pakistani great Wasim 
Akram’s record for the most wick-
ets by a left-arm fast bowler in 
Test cricket. Akram retired with 

414 wickets from 104 matches, 
a benchmark Starc is well within 
reach of surpassing given his cur-
rent form and longevity.

Beyond  h i s  bowl ing 
achievements, Starc has 
contributed significantly 
with the bat. The left-
hander has amassed 2,322 
Test runs, including 11 
half-centuries, with a high-
est score of 99. His all-
round value has been pivotal 
for Australia across formats, 
especially in marquee con-
tests like the Ashes.

At Perth, Starc’s early 
strikes have given Australia 
the perfect start to the series. 
His combination of pace, 
swing and experience con-
tinues to trouble England’s 
top order, reinforcing why he 
remains one of the most influential 
bowlers in contemporary Test 
cricket.

As the match unfolds, Starc’s 
twin milestones — his 100th Test 
and 100 Ashes wickets — set the 
tone for what promises to be a 
gripping Ashes opener.

RABADA 
RULED OUT 

AS SA FACE INDIA 
IN DECISIVE 

TEST

Lakshya Sen Advances to Australian 
Open Semifinals; Satwik–Chirag Bow Out

SYDNEY

Lakshya Sen produced a com-
posed and disciplined perfor-
mance to beat fellow Indian 
Ayush Shetty and seal his 
place in the men’s singles 
semifinals of the Australian 
Open Super 500 in Sydney on 
Friday. The seventh seed pre-
vailed 23-21, 21-11 in 53 
minutes, maintaining his up-
per hand over the 20-year-old 
Shetty, whom he had also de-
feated at the same stage in the 
Hong Kong Open earlier this 
year.

The opening game was a 
tense affair, with Lakshya 
trailing 6-9 before clawing his 
way back to an 11-10 lead at 
the mid-game interval. The 
exchanges remained tight, and 
although Ayush was the first 
to earn a game point, Lak-

shya’s experience and shot 
control helped him turn the 
tables and take the opener 23-
21. The second game was a 
stark contrast, with Lakshya 
racing ahead 6-1 and later 
15-7 as Shetty’s resistance 
faded.

Lakshya, a 2021 World 
Championship bronze medal-
list, will now face second 
seed Chou Tien Chen of Chi-
nese Taipei in the semifinals. 
Chou, ranked World No. 9 

and a 2018 Asian Games sil-
ver medallist, survived a gru-
elling 1 hour, 23-minute battle 
to beat Farhan Alwi 13-21, 
23-21, 21-16.

Meanwhile, it was a disap-
pointing day for India in 
men’s doubles as top seeds 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty exited the com-
petition. The world-class pair, 
who recently reached the fi-
nals of the Hong Kong Open 
and China Masters, lost 21-
19, 21-15 to Indonesia’s 
fifth-seeded duo Fajar Alfian 
and Muhammad Shohibul 
Fikri.

With senior shuttlers H.S. 
Prannoy and Kidambi Sri-
kanth already out, Lakshya 
remains India’s sole represen-
tative in the men’s singles 
draw as the tournament heads 
toward its final stages.

Centre Assures SC ISL Season Will 
Proceed Despite AIFF Crisis

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Tuesday told 
the Supreme Court that it has 
taken full cognisance of the 
crisis within the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
following the delay of the In-
dian Super League (ISL) sea-
son and is committed to en-
suring the tournament pro-
ceeds without harming play-
ers or clubs.

Appearing for the Centre, 
Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta informed a bench of Jus-
tice Pamidighantam Sri Nara-
simha and Justice Joymala 
Bagchi that the Union Minis-
ter concerned is “fully aware” 
of the situation and has clear-
ly stated that “the ISL must be 
held.” He said the govern-
ment is willing to address fi-
nancial, ownership and oper-

ational challenges, while re-
maining mindful of FIFA 
regulations. “We will ensure 
that players are not put to any 
disadvantage due to lack of 
sponsors or lack of club own-
ers,” Mehta said.

The Bench, however, cau-
tioned against any perception 
of government over-
reach. “We don’t 
want the impression 
that the government 
is interfering again. 
It is only to tide 
over the situation,” 
the judges observed, 
adding that Justice Rao’s ear-
lier recommendations would 
serve as guiding principles for 
stakeholder discussions.

The crisis has deepened 
amid reports of resistance 
from sections of the AIFF to 
adopting the revised constitu-

tion. The AIFF told the court 
that the Extraordinary Gener-
al Meeting (EGM) scheduled 
to approve the document has 
been postponed to November 
24. While advocate Rahul 
Mehra argued that the consti-
tution “must be adopted,” the 
court declined to make obser-

vations on the issue.
Senior advocate and 

amicus curiae Gopal 
Sankaranarayanan 
urged the Centre to 
consult  clubs and 
stakeholders, noting 
that the ISL’s six- to 

seven-month season supports 
hundreds of players and em-
ployees. He warned that de-
layed payments have raised 
serious concerns and remind-
ed the court of earlier FIFA 
interventions linked to unpaid 
international players.

Piastri Eyes 
Reset in Vegas 

After Title Lead 
Slips

LAS VEGAS

Oscar Piastri has admitted to 
facing “tough moments” as 
his once-commanding Formu-
la One championship lead has 
slipped away, but the Austra-
lian insists he is motivated to 
fight back at this weekend’s 
Las Vegas Grand Prix.

Piastri began the season in 
blistering form, winning four 
of the first nine races. His 
fifth victory at the Dutch 
Grand Prix in round 15 ex-
tended his lead over McLaren 
teammate Lando Norris to 34 
points. However, a dip in per-
formance has since reversed 
the standings, with Piastri 
now trailing Norris by 24 
points heading into round 22.

 “Even though things aren’t 
going as well now, I don’t 
think I should have done any-
thing differently,” Piastri said. 
With 83 points still available, 
he knows he needs “big re-
sults” to remain in contention.

Qualifying struggles have 
hurt his campaign, as he has 
failed to start on the front row 
in the last six races after do-
ing so ten times earlier in the 
season. Compounding matters 
was a crash-filled weekend in 
Baku that ended his 34-race 
points streak.

China Sees Grassroots Football Boom despite Missing 2026 World Cup
BEIJING

China’s national men’s foot-
ball team may once again be 
missing from the FIFA World 
Cup, but the sport is experi-
encing an unexpected and vi-
brant resurgence across the 
country. While top-tier clubs 
continue to struggle financial-
ly and lag behind Asia’s best, 
grassroots football is witness-
ing an unprecedented revival, 
offering hope for the long-
term future of the game in the 
world’s most populous nation.

The 2025 Chinese Super 
League (CSL) season, which 
concludes on Saturday, has 
been one of the most engag-

ing in recent years. Shanghai 
Port, coached by former Aus-
tralian international Kevin 
Muscat, needs just a draw in 
Dalian to retain its title. A 
slip, however, could open the 
door for city rivals Shanghai 
Shenhua, who trail by only 
two points. Attendance has 
been a standout feature this 
season, averaging about 
26,000 — the highest among 
Asian leagues and significant-
ly more than a decade ago, 
when Chinese clubs splurged 
on global stars like Carlos 
Tevez, Hulk, Oscar and mar-
quee coaches such as Marcel-
lo Lippi and Sven-Göran 
Eriksson.

While today’s CSL features 
no international superstars 
and clubs are far from conti-
nental dominance, fan passion 
has endured. “The hardcore of 
football fans still exists in 
China,” noted Simon Chad-
wick, professor of AfroEur-
asian Sport at Emlyon Busi-
ness School. “It is becoming 
increasingly apparent that the 
seeds of a new football age in 
China are beginning to 
sprout.”

This revival is most visible 
at the amateur level. Regional 
leagues have flourished, led 
by the Jiangsu Football City 
League — launched in 2025 
following the collapse of Ji-

angsu FC. With 13 communi-
ty-based teams, attendance 
averaged nearly 30,000 per 
match. The November 1 final 
in Nanjing drew a staggering 
62,000 fans, with over 2 mil-
lion ticket applications online.

Inspired by Jiangsu’s suc-
cess, multiple provinces have 
launched their own leagues, 
signalling a shift toward or-
ganic, community-driven 
football development rather 
than top-down state initia-
tives. With growing participa-
tion, swelling crowds and re-
newed local pride, China’s 
football revival may well be 
underway — even without a 
World Cup appearance.


