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The Truth Speaks

2 dead, several
missing after
landslides strike
New Zealand
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Indian aviation
outlook stable

. despite FY26 loss,

slowed growth

~

DAVOS DIARY

India pitches $300-5350 bn
clean energy investment at Davos

As WEF 2026 closed, India projected itself as a future-ready destination for climate-

aligned investment; also highlighted role of states in driving energy transition.

DAVOS

Presenting as one of the
world’s largest and most in-
vestment-ready markets for
clean energy at the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) 2026,
India sought investments of
$300-$350 billion in the sector
by 2030.

“India today combines great
demand, competitive tariffs
and a stable policy framework.
This creates a compelling case
for patient global capital looking
for long-term growth,” Joshi
said during multiple sessions
and bilateral meetings at WEF.

India’s pitch comes as global
clean energy investment faces
headwinds from higher interest
rates, geopolitical fragmenta-
tion and slowing deployment
in parts of Europe and the
United States. Against this
backdrop, Indian officials
sought to project the country
as a stable anchor for climate
finance, manufacturing and en-
ergy security.

India has already added 267
gigawatt (GW) of non-fossil
fuel capacity as of December
2025 and remains on track to
meet its 2030 clean energy tar-
gets, including a rapid scale-up
of solar, wind, battery storage

and green hydrogen, the min-
ister said. Non-fossil sources
now account for nearly half of
India’s installed power capacity.

'Sustainability at the core
of economic growth'

Union Minister for New and
Renewable Energy Pralhad
Joshi, who attended the forum
in Davos, said India’s energy
transition offers speed, scale,
stability and long-term returns
at a time when global investors
are seeking predictable growth
opportunities, according to an
official statement.

The minister, while speaking
at several sessions and investor

meetings, said India has al-
ready built 267 GW of
non-fossil fuel capacity as of
December 2025 and is on track

'War has toend': Trump

after meeting Zelenskyy

DAVOS: US President Donald Trump
on Thursday said he had a good
meeting with Ukrainian President

to meet its 2030 clean energy
targets.

The minister underlined that
clean energy is no longer pe-
ripheral to India’s climate
commitments but central to its
economic strategy. “Renew-
ables, storage and green hydro-
gen are becoming cost-com-
petitive and integral to India’s
growth, industrialisation and
energy security,” he said.

Akey focus of India’s Davos
engagement was attracting
capital into renewable energy
plus storage, grid modernisa-
tion and green hydro-
gen-linked infrastructure, sec-
tors that will require large up-
front investment but offer long
asset lives and steady returns.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and his mes-

sage to Russian President Vladimir Putin is that “war has to
end”. Replying to media queries before leaving Davos, Trump
said a US delegation will be meeting Putin today or tomorrow.
“I met President Zelenskyy here; the meeting was good. We (US
delegation) are meeting President Putin today or tomorrow,” he
said. Asked what would be his message to Putin, Trump said,
“The war has to end. A lot of people have been killed”.

US touts ‘New A
Gaza’ filled with
luxury real
estate

DAVOS
US officials on Thursday pre-
sented their vision for a "New
Gaza" that would turn the
shattered Palestinian territory
into a glitzy resort of skyscrap-
ers by the sea, a project that
could start emerging in three
years. "We're going to be very
successful in Gaza. It's going
to be a great thing to watch,"
President Donald Trump said
while presenting his contro-
versial "Board of Peace" con-
flict-resolution body in Davos.
"I'm a real estate person at
heart...and | said, look at this
location on the sea. Look at
this beautiful piece of prop-
erty. What it could be for so
many people," he said at the
World Economic Forum.
His son-in-law Jared Kushner,
who has no official title but
is one of Trump's envoys for
the Gaza ceasefire, said his
"master plan" aimed for "cat-
astrophic success."
With a slide showing dozens
of shiny terraced apartment
towers overlooking a tree-
lined promenade, he prom-
ised a Mediterranean utopia
rising from the scarred Gaza

landscape. /

Nayanthara
Calls Rani Mukeriji
Queen After
Mardaani 3 Trailer
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10 soldiers killed as
Army vehicle falls into
gorge in J&K’s Doda

SRINAGAR

Ten soldiers were killed and
11 others injured when a bul-
let-proof army vehicle skid-
ded off a mountain road and
plunged into a 200-foot-deep
gorge in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Doda district on Thurs-
day.

According to officials, the
accident took place at the
9000-feet-high Khanni top on
the Bhaderwah-Chamba inter-
state road around noon. Police
said the vehicle, carrying 20
personnel, was on a routine
patrol from an army camp in
Bhaderwah toward a high-al-
titude post. It was barely a
kilometre short of its destina-
tion when the driver lost con-
trol on a sharp bend.

A joint rescue operation by
the army and police was
launched immediately. While
10 soldiers died on the spot,
the 10 injured were evacuated
to Command Hospital in
J&K's Udhampur.

“We have lost 10 soldiers
with 11 others injured in the
unfortunate accident involv-
ing army vehicle,” said Bhad-
erwah Additional Deputy
Commissioner Sumit Kumar
Bhutyal.

An inquiry has been or-
dered to ascertain whether the
accident was caused by me-
chanical failure or the chal-
lenging road conditions at

{ Officials said the g
i bulletproof army
"~ vehicle, a Casspir,
carrying 17
personnel, was
heading for an
operation.

Khanni Top.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his grief over
the tragedy, extending his
heartfelt condolences to the
families of the soldiers and
wishing for the speedy recov-
ery of those injured.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha conveyed his sympa-
thies on X, stating, “Deeply
saddened by the loss of lives
of our brave army personnel
in an unfortunate road acci-
dent in Doda. My thoughts
are with the bereaved families
in this hour of grief. I have
directed the district adminis-
tration to ensure every possi-
ble medical assistance.”

CM Omar Abdullah also
condoled the deaths.

Non-appearance:
Delhi court
acquits Kejriwal
in two ED cases

NEW DELHI

In a relief to Arvind Kejriwal,
a Delhi court on Thursday ac-
quitted the former chief minis-
ter in two separate cases
lodged against him for not ap-
pearing before the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in pur-
suance of the summonses ask-
ing him to join the probe in the
alleged excise policy scam.
Observing that the accused
was a serving chief minister
and "he too enjoyed his funda-
mental right of movement", a
court here held that "the legal
challenge to due service of
summons is maintainable."
The court said, "Neither the
service of summons through
emails has been proved by the
ED, nor the process of issuing
summons to any person under
Section 50(2) of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) via email has been
proved to be in accordance
with the law." "Even if, for the
sake of argument, these sum-
monses are admitted to be
proved, the entire process is an-
tithetical to the rule of law," ACJ
Magistrate Paras Dalal said.

Chaos marred assembly after Guv refused to read full customary address to House and walked out.

BENGALURU

The Assembly on Thursday
witnessed Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot walk
out without reading the com-
plete address drafted by the
State government.

Bengaluru: The Governor
reportedly read to the joint
session of the Legislative As-
sembly, only the first and last
lines of his customary address
and left the Assembly.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has said that the State

Government will protest the
attitude of the Governor and
will consider whether to ap-

Will examine whether to

Guv-state standoff tlghtens |

proach the Supreme Court
over Gehlot’s action. Con-
gress leader BK Hariprasad

n K’taka

attempted to stop the Gover-
nor at the assembly gate and
asked him to complete read-
ing the speech, a demand Ge-
hlot refused.

Following the incident,
Congress MLAs and MLCs
raised slogans against the
Governor, condemning the
act. Reacting to the incident,
Minister Priyank Kharge
questioned the rationale be-
hind the Governor’s move,
asking whether “the Gover-
nor’s office has become the
BJP office”.

BYV: CM should apologise, take

approach SC: CM on Guv walk out

BENGALURU: CM Siddaramaiah on Thursday strongly crit-
icised Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot for refusing to deliver
the customary address to the Assembly, calling the move a
“violation of the Constitution” and stating that the government
is examining whether to approach the Supreme Court over the
matter. The CM’s remarks came after the Governor walked out
of the Assembly session, declining to read the address prepared
by the Council of Ministers and instead delivering a speech drafted
by himself. The CM said that the Governor’s move violates Article
163 (a Council of Ministers, led by the CM, shall aid and advise the
Governor, who must generally act on this advice except when ex-
ercising their specific discretionary powers) and Article 176 (the
Governor must deliver a “Special Address” to the State Legisla-
ture at the start of the first session after each general election
and at the beginning of the first session of every year).

FROM MILLETS TO MICROCHIPS

action against Cong leaders

BENGALURU: BJP leaders on Thursday lashed out at the ruling
Congress party in Karnataka for opposing and allegedly attack-
ing Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot over his refusal to deliver
the customary address at the start of the Joint Legislature Ses-
sion of the State Assembly, and called for a protest in return.
Karnataka BJP chief B'Y Vijayendra condemned the ruling party
for “insulting the Governor” and demanded that Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah apologise on behalf of his party and take action
against Congress leaders. “What the Governor has done today is
the right decision, whereas the ruling Congress government in-
sulted him, which is not correct. The ruling party MLA and MLCs
trying to attack his excellency is totally unconstitutional. The
Chief Minister should seek an apology regarding the behaviour
of his party and should take action against those who tried to
stop and attack the governor”, he added.

"Has he ever made tea?
Drama for votes’: Kharge
renews 'Chaiwala’ row

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge Thursday
slammed PM Modi and the
ruling BJP over the 'chaiwala’
narrative, saying has he 'ever
made tea or moved around
train compartments with a
kettle'.

As Kharge accused Modi of
indulging in "drama" for elec-
toral gains in a speech at the
National MGNREGA Workers’
Convention here, the BJP hit
back to say that the "arrogance
of Congress never comes
down". Addressing the gather-
ing organised by the Rachnat-
mak Congress, the Congress
chief said, "He (Modi) says 'l
am a chaiwala' only to garner

far —~fs

votes. Have you (Modi) ever
made tea and moved around
inside train compartments
with a kettle of tea. They are
just trying to take people's
vote through propaganda and
I would say that all of this is
just their drama. They have a
habit of oppressing the poor."

Criticising the Congress
over the remarks, the BJP
said the opposition party tar-
gets the PM because he
stands firmly between Urban
Naxals and Bharat.

QUICK READ

Noida techie death: Two more builders arrested

NOIDA
The Noida police on Thursday arrested two more builders in
connection with the death of a techie, who drowned after his
car plunged into a waterlogged trench near a construction site
in Sector 150 herg, officials said. “The arrested accused have
been identified as Ravi Bansal, a resident of Faridabad, and
Sachin Karnwal, a resident of Ghaziabad,” a police official
said. The official said both the arrested persons are associ-
ated with real estate developer Lotus Greens.

K’taka to showcase self reliant journey at Bharat Pary

NEW DELHI

Karnataka’s transformative
journey from an agrarian
stronghold to a global tech-
nology hub will take centre
stage at Bharat Parv 2026, as
part of the Republic Day cel-
ebrations at the Red Fort in
New Delhi.

The state will present a vi-
brant tableau themed “From
Millets to Microchips,” sym-
bolising its balanced and in-
clusive growth across agricul-
ture, science, industry and
innovation.

The tableau, curated and co-
ordinated by the Department
of Information and Public Re-

lations (DIPR), Government
of Karnataka, reflects the
state’s pivotal role in India’s
march towards becoming an
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Announcing this, DIPR Com-
missioner Hemanth M Nim-
balkar, IPS, said Karnataka
has consistently remained at

the forefront of agricultural
innovation, industrial growth,
education, research and cut-
ting-edge technology.

Karnataka is a national leader
in promoting millets and nu-
tritious food systems, while
Bengaluru’s global reputation
as an IT and biotechnology

hub continues to grow. The
state’s recent strides in elec-
tronics, semiconductors and
microchip manufacturing
have further strengthened its
position as a premier technolo-
gy destination. These mile-
stones find powerful visual
expression in the 2026 tableau.
The tableau narrates a layered
story. At the front, a rising sun
symbolises progress and dy-
namism, while large pots of
millets highlight agricultural
prosperity. A farmer with his
family represents rural resil-
ience and the backbone of
Karnataka’s economy. The
central section showcases a
rotating atomic molecular

model, an Al-enabled robot,
and visuals of space science,
telemedicine and drone-assist-
ed agriculture, portraying the
seamless integration of sci-
ence with everyday life. At
the rear, a gleaming micro-
chip with golden circuits
forms the focal point, symbol-
ising Karnataka’s leap into
advanced manufacturing and
future technologies.

The 2026 tableau is expected
to captivate audiences and
stand as a proud testament to
Karnataka’s journey—from
nurturing ancient agricultural
wisdom to powering India’s
technological future.

© More on page 5

MP terms sexual assault
as minorissue, stirs row

KOPPAL

Koppal MP Rajashekar Hit-
nal has sparked controver-
sy by describing a rape and
murder case as a “small in-
cident” during a tourism
event in Koppal district. He
was speaking in the con-
text of the rape and murder
of a foreign woman near
Sanapur in Gangavati taluk
last year. Hitnal made the
remarks at a tourism explo-
ration event, saying, “We
had a small incident...a
rape and murder hap-
pened, it’'s a small inci-
dent”. He later clarified, “It
was a big incident, it
shouldn’t have happened,
it's a painful thing”.

Budget: Centre to hold

all-party meeton Jan27

NEW DELHI

Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiran Rijiju will con-
vene an all-party meeting
of floor leaders of both
Houses of Parliament on
January 27, ahead of the
upcoming Budget Session.
As per sources, the meeting
is scheduled to be held in
the main Committee Room
of Parliament. The govern-
ment is expected to discuss
important national issues
and legislative business
likely to come before the
Houses during the upcom-
ing session. The Budget
Session will commence on
January 28 and continue till
April 2, with one break.
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Ambigafa
Chowdaiah Jayanti
celebrated

BENGALURU
The Nijasharan Ambigara
Chowdaiah Jayanti, or-
ganized by the Kannada
and Culture Department
in the divine presence of
Shanta Bheeshma Chou-
daiah Swamiji at the
Nayana Auditorium, was
inaugurated by the Minis-
ter of Kannada and Cul-
ture and Backward Class-
es Welfare Department,
Shivaraj.SThangadgi. On
this occasion, former Min-
ister and Ambigara Chow-
daiah Development Cor-
poration President Babu-
rao Chinchansur, Silk Mar-
ket Board President Gan-
gadhar, Book Authority
President Dr K Manasa,
Prof Dr Swamy, Depart-
ment Secretary J Manju-
nath, Director KM Gayath-
ri and other officials were
present.

Showroom
catches fire, 13 e-bikes
burnt

BENGALURU

A short circuit caused a

fire in a showroom, de-
stroying 13 electric bikes,

near TC Palya Signal in
KR Pura.

The accident occurred at
around 9:30 pmon
Wednesday. The show-
room staff ran out as the
fire broke out, and fortu-
nately, no one was injured.
The fire engulfed 13 elec-
tric bikes in the showroom
and gutted them.

Itis suspected that the
fire was started due to a
short circuit, and the fire
brigade personnel who
immediately rushed to
the spot have completely
extinguished the fire. The
local police have visited
the spot and conducted
an investigation.

In congestion, B’luru
bags 2nd rank globally!

According to the report, Bengaluru recorded an average congestion level of
74.4% in 2025, an increase of 1.7 percentage points compared to 2024

BENGALURU

Bengaluru has emerged as the
second most congested city,
after Mexico City, in the
world in 2025.

Data from the latest Tom-
Tom Traffic Index (the annual
analysis of global traffic
trends and commuting be-
haviour), which strikes a
chord with traffic-weary Ben-
galureans, comes at a time
when the state govt is promot-
ing the city on global plat-
forms as the ‘city of the fu-
ture'. Bengaluru was the sixth
most congested city in 2023
and the third in 2024.The re-
port says that the average
speed during rush hour in
Bengaluru in 2025 was
13.9kmph, which is one kmph
slower than that in 2024.

It was 36 minutes and nine
seconds .which is two min-
utes and four seconds more
than in 2024. The congestion
level (average additional time
lost to traffic by motorists)
was 74.4%, some 1.7% more
than in 2024. With regard to
the time lost during rush hour
per year, referring to the aver-
age time spent doing a 10km
trip twice a day during peak
hours on working days, the
report pegged it at a whop-
ping 168 hours. Trailing Ben-

CITY IS CRAWLING

m Average rush-hour speed
(2025): 13.9 kmph

m This is 1 kmph slower
than 2024

= 10 km in Bengaluru now
takes over 36 minutes

m Even a basic com-
mute has become
a time drain.

Worst Day of
2025:May17

DATE

May 17
(Saturday)
CONGESTION
LEVEL HIT:101%

36min09sec

1 +2 min 04 sec

£
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Time taken to travel 10 km (2025)
36 minutes, 9 seconds. This is 2

74.4%

1t+1.7%

In the evening peak hour, motorists took 15 minutes to
cover just 2.5 km

HOW MUCH TIME ARE BENGALUREANS LOSING EVERY YEAR?

m Time lost annually during rush hour: 168 hours per year

I\

minutes 4 seconds more than
2024. The congestion level, mea-
sured as additional time motorists
lose due to traffic, stands at:

on working days.

m This refers to the average time spent doing a 10 km trip twice a day during peak hours

galuru on the congestion front
was Dublin in Ireland.
According to the report, the
worst day on Bengaluru roads
in 2025 was on May 17, a
Saturday, when average con-
gestion level touched a whop-

ping 101 percent when mo-
torists took 15 minutes to
cover just 2.5km during eve-
ning peak hour. Rain, tree fall
and broken infrastructure are
reasons behind traffic conges-
tion that day. Senior police

officers attribute Bengaluru's
dismal performance to rapidly
rising vehicular population,
non-expansion of existing
roads, stagnant road network
and stalled or delayed infra-
structure projects.

FEMA case: Trial
against CCD postponed

BENGALURU

The High Court has ad-
journed the hearing sched-
uled for January 30 against
Coffee Day Enterprises
Limited on a complaint filed
in 2022 with the Enforce-
ment Directorate under the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA) for al-
legedly investing funds re-
ceived from abroad in the
Indian stock market.

Sadanand Poojary, a rep-
resentative of Coffee Day
Enterprises Limited, had
filed a petition seeking can-
cellation of the show cause
notice issued by the En-
forcement Directorate and
the notice to appear for the
hearing of the case. A sin-
gle-member bench of Justice
BM Shyam Prasad, which
heard the petition, issued a
notice to the Enforcement
Directorate and adjourned
the hearing.

During the hearing, the
counsel for the petitioner
said that the Enforcement
Directorate had registered a
complaint in 2022 regarding
the allegations made in
2009. It had issued a notice
to appear for the hearing,
but the process was delayed
and there was no opportuni-
ty to conduct the hearing.
According to Section 13 of
the FEMA Act, the case
should have been heard by
issuing a technical circular
of 2014.

The bench was told that
the adjudicating authority

—

L

should formulate an opinion
on the reasons for which the
investigation process is in-
tended to continue against
those who have received the
notice and such opinion
should be provided to the
concerned and collected in
writing.

However, in the present
case, the petitioner has not
been given proper reasons
as to why the inquiry pro-
cess should be conducted. It
is not permissible to conduct
an inquiry without giving
reasons. Therefore, he re-
quested that the Enforce-
ment Directorate's process
be stayed. After hearing the
arguments, the bench issued
an interim order postponing
the hearing scheduled for
January 30.

On October 23, 2022, the
ED had issued a show cause
notice under the Foreign Ex-
change Management Rules.
This was challenged by the
petitioner.

The High Court has or-
dered a stay on the show
cause notice issued to Mala-
vika Hegde, the CEO of
Cafe Coffee Day, regarding
the same allegation.

Cycle Pure Agarbathi celebrates National
Driver’s Day with a fragrance of legacy

BENGALURU

Cycle Pure Agarbathi, one of
India’s largest agarbathi manu-
facturers, honoured drivers
across India with the distribution
of VIBE Power Bag Air freshen-
er. This initiative was executed
in collaboration with Karnataka
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC), Ola Consumer,
Indian Federation of App-based
Transport Workers (IFAT), VRL
Travels, Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MS-
RTC), and DTC (Delhi Trans-
port Corporation) for National
Driver’s Day. The activity was
a heartfelt gesture of appreci-
ation for drivers, who work
tirelessly to serve the country,
helping its consumers reach
their destinations, under de-

manding conditions and long
work hours. On the occasion
of Driver’s Day, Cycle Pure
Agarbathi distributed around
10 Lakh VIBE Power Bag Air
freshener sachets across ten
cities. As part of this collabo-
ration, Cycle Pure Agarbathi
also partnered with KSRTC to
distribute VIBE Power Bag
Air fresheners across its AC
Premium buses in the Banga-
lore, Mysore, and Mangaluru
divisions, ensuring that both
drivers and passengers could
enjoy a refreshing and sooth-
ing travel experience. Speak-
ing about the initiative, Arjun
Ranga, Managing Director,
Cycle Pure Agarbathi, said,
Drivers are the invisible force
that keeps India moving every
single day.

Calls to cybercrime helpline 1930 surge to 24L in K’taka in 4 years

BENGALURU

Calls to the national cyber-
crime helpline 1930 have
risen sharply in the state
over the last four years, re-
flecting growing awareness
on how to report online
frauds promptly.

Data from Karnataka po-
lice shows calls jumped
from 1.3 lakh in 2022 to 24
lakh in 2025.According to
official records, 1,30,330
victims of cybercrimes
across the state called the
helpline in 2022. The num-
ber increased to 4,67,258 in
2023; 10,79,458 in 2024
and reached a record high
of 24,08,475 calls in 2025.
Calls made within 60 to 90
minutes of the offence, in
the golden hour, significant-
ly increased chances of

freezing funds in the bank
accounts of the suspects,
said the Director-General
and Inspector-General of
Police (DG-IGP), MA
Saleem.

The cyber-
crime helpline
number 1930
started func-
tioning from
December
2021. We re-
quest cyber-

and police actions like de-
activating the mobile num-
bers of the suspects, he
said.
Despite the increase in
the number of
calls to the help-
line, quick re-
sponse by the
victims re-
mains com-
paratively
low. In 2022,
cybercrime

crime victims to
dial 1930 at the
earliest and share all
documents. A delay in
filing a complaint helps
miscreants withdraw the
money from the mule bank
accounts, he added.

In 2025, cybercrime cases
fell because of two issues -
awareness among public

losses stood at
Rs 113 crore
across Karnataka,
and police managed to
freeze just Rs 8 crore. In
2025, Rs 436 crore was fro-
zen and Rs 2,640 crore was
lost to cybercriminals.
Deputy commissioner of
police (crime) Raja Imam
Kasim said the increase in

the number of calls made to
1930 reflects growing
awareness among the pub-
lic. Recently, we recovered
about Rs 2.2 crore lost in an
email spoofing fraud.

The 100 percent recovery
was possible because the
complaint was filed by call-
ing 1930 within 15-20 min-
utes of the fraud. When a
complaint is made through
1930, we look for the de-
tails of the suspect's bank
accounts. On finding the
money in those accounts,
we seize them.

Knowing this, miscreants
try to withdraw the money
as soon as possible, he said.
If the lines of 1930 are
busy, Kasim added victims
can also file their com-
plaints through www.cyber-
crime.gov.in.

Socio-educational survey report likely to be submitted to govt by Feb 10: Min

BENGALURU

The Permanent Backward
Classes Commission headed
by Madhusudan Nayak is
likely to submit the social
and educational survey report
to the government by the end
of January or by February
10, said Kannada and Culture
and Backward Classes Wel-
fare Minister Shivraj S Than-
gadagi.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Ambigara Choudaiah
Jayanti organized by the
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment at Nayana Auditorium,
he said that the data is al-

ready being compiled and the
report will be submitted
soon. He said that this report
will help identify the most
vulnerable people in society
and deliver the government's
plan.

Also, no matter how much
information some people ask,
they say that our community
is like that. They are like
that. The real facts will be
revealed from the report.

The Chief Minister is par-
ticularly concerned about the
backward classes. Earlier, the
previous governments used
to provide only Rs. 5 crore to
the corporation. Last year,

when the Chief Minister de-
manded more funds, he re-
sponded by providing Rs.
1600 crore to all the corpora-
tions of the department. Out
of this, Rs 23.24 crore was

GLOBAL ENTERTRINMEN

given to Ambigara Chow-
daiah Development Corpora-
tion. Also, the cost of the unit
provided under the Ganga
Kalyan Yojana has been in-
creased from Rs. 2.50 lakh to

Rs. 3.75 lakh. The previous
government did not drill a
single borewell under the
Ganga Kalyan Yojana in
three and a half years. Since
I became the Minister of the
department, 18 thousand
borewells have been drilled.
Furthermore, Rs. 20 lakh was
being given as a loan for the
children of the backward
classes to study abroad. We
have increased that amount
to Rs. 50 lakh at zero inter-
est, he informed.

Everyone in the labour
community and the Gan-
ga-minded society should
wake up. The Minister as-

sured the community leaders
present on the stage that ac-
tion would be taken against
them if they said that the
Jayanti was not being cele-
brated in any district.

Ambigara Chowdaiah
stands at the top among the
many talents who gave birth
to the 12th century Basavan-
na's Vachana movement. He
said that he was known as a
strict humanist by pouring a
stream of ideological narra-
tion in his Vachanas.

Born and raised in an envi-
ronment that was exploited,
Choudaiah focused on the
change in his community.

Sharan was known for his
boldness. He unflinchingly
condemned many aspects of
the evils in society. He re-
called that he condemned the
corruption, fraud, gender dis-
crimination and discrimina-
tion that took place in the
name of religion.

A statue of Ambigara
Chowdary will be construct-
ed in Bengaluru. We have
already searched for a place
for the construction of the
statue. Minister Shivaraj
Thangadgi assured that the
department will construct the
statue in Bengaluru after
identifying the place.

17th Bengaluru International Film Festival from Jan 29

BENGALURU

The 17th Bangalore Interna-
tional Film Festival will be
held from January 29th. Here
are the complete details of the
programme.

The countdown to the
much-anticipated 17th Banga-
lore International Film Festi-
val has begun, with the film
festival set to kick off in front
of Vidhana Soudha on the
evening of January 29.

Karnataka Film Academy
President Sadhu Kokila and
Information Department offi-
cials Hemant Nimbalkar, Mu-
rali and Kaveri gave informa-
tion about this by unveiling
the logo of the film festival at
the Information Department.
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Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah will inaugurate the film
festival. Deputy Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar, film fes-
tival ambassador multilingual
actor Prakash Raj, actress
Rukmini Vasanth, dignitaries
from the Kannada film indus-
try and guests from home and

abroad will be present at the
event. During the festival,
films will be screened at
Cinepolis screens in Lulumal,
Rajajinagar, Bengaluru from
January 30 to February 6. In
addition to Cinepolis and Lu-
lumal, films will also be
screened at the Kannada Film

Artists Association and Suchi-
tra Film Society.

The festival will showcase
around 225 best films from 70
countries, reflecting the state
of affairs, people’s lives and
culture of the respective coun-
tries. The best films that have
participated in prestigious
film festivals around the
world are participating in the
17th Bangalore International
Film Festival.

The best films from coun-
tries like America, Britain,
Germany, France, Korea,
Austria, Belgium, Nether-
lands, Finland, Iran, Argenti-
na, Canada, Denmark,
Greece, Russia, Philippines,
Poland, Romania, Japan,
Spain, Indonesia, Italy, Aus-

tralia, China, Kyrgyzstan, etc.
will be screened under the ti-
tle of World in

As usual, this year too, the
festival will have competition
categories for Visionary Indi-
an and Kannada films.
Awards will be given to the
three best films in each of
these three categories.

The closing ceremony will
be held on February 6 in the
evening at the Sulochana Cin-
ema of the Information and
Public Relations Department.
Governor Thawar Chand Ge-
hlot will preside. The 8-day
film festival will be inaugu-
rated by giving away awards
to the winners of the compe-
tition categories of Visionary,
Indian and Kannada films.

GTTC ties up with Aus social
enterprise to boost GCO

BENGALURU

The state-run Government
Tool & Training Centre
(GTTC) signed an agreement
with Workinitiatives, a lead-
ing Australian social enter-
prise, to address Australia's
critical skills shortages and
create global career pathways
for Karnataka's skilled work-
force.

This partnership will con-
nect Karnataka's profession-
als, tradespeople and commu-
nity workers with Australian
employers, focusing on sec-
tors like construction, health-
care, advanced manufacturing
and technology. This partner-
ship leverages Workinitia-
tives' innovative technology

to connect job seckers, em-
ployers and government bod-
ies. The MoU was signed by
Siddalingappa Pujari, Manag-
ing Director of and Chris Car-
man, founder and CEO of
Workinitiatives in the pres-
ence of Skill Development
and Medical Education Min-
ister Dr Sharanaprakash R
Patil at Vikasa Soudha on
Thursday.

According to Carman, Aus-
tralia faces significant short-
ages in some of the Industry
sectors including construction
trades, over 100,000 health-
care and aged care over
400,000, cybersecurity, Al
and software development.
We're impressed with the Kar-
nataka's proactive approach.
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Guv failed to discharge constitutional duties: CM
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The governor has violated the Constitution by not reading the full speech prepared by the government, and acted like a
"puppet" in the hands of the central government, Siddaramaiah charged.

BENGALURU

The joint session of the Kar-
nataka State Legislature start-
ed off with dramatic develop-
ments on Thursday after Gov-
ernor Thawarchand Gehlot
refused to read the speech
prepared by the State Govern-
ment.

In an unprecedented devel-
opment, he completed his
speech in just three sentences
before walking out of the as-
sembly, amid protests and slo-
ganeering by Congress legis-
lators.

‘Acting as a puppet

of the Centre’

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Thursday alleged the for-
mer with failing to discharge
his duties and responsibilities
as prescribed by the Constitu-
tion. The governor has violat-
ed the Constitution by not
reading the full speech pre-
pared by the government, and
acted like a "puppet" in the
hands of the central govern-
ment, he charged.

"Every new year, the gover-
nor has to address the joint
session and he has to read the
speech prepared by the state
cabinet. That is constitutional.
Because, article 176 of the
Indian Constitution and Arti-
cle 163 says he or she -- the
Governor --shall read the
speech prepared by the gov-
ernment or the cabinet," Sid-
daramaiah told reporters here.

‘Guv walks out of Assembly without
reading speech an insult to House’

Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot on Thursday walked out of
Assembly without reading govern-

ment-drafted speech after addressing
the joint session of the legislature in

three sentences.The Governor walked
out of the Assembly as the Congress

Gehlot on Wednesday had
refused to deliver the custom-
ary address to the Karnataka
legislature scheduled for
Thursday, taking exception to
certain references to the Cen-
tre "repealing" the UPA-era
MGNREGA.

A total of 11 paragraphs in
the government prepared
speech, which allegedly
makes critical reference to the
Centre and its policies, touch-
ing upon the MGNREGA and
issues including devolution of
funds seem to have irked the
governor, who wanted them
to be deleted.

On Thursday morning,
when the session started, the
Governor arrived to address
the joint session attended by
members of the Assembly and
Council. "I extend a warm
welcome to all of you to the

members protested and tried to gherao
him. “I welcome you all to the joint
session of the legislature. 'm happy
to address one more joint session of
the Karnataka legislature,” he said. “My
government is fully committed to dou-
ble the speed of economic, social and
physical development of the state. Jai
Hind. Jai Karnataka,” he added before
leaving the Assembly. Chief Minister

joint session of the state legis-
lature. I am extremely pleased
to address the august house,"
he said, without reading any of
the 120 points drafted by the
state government. The Gover-
nor concluded his speech by
stating that his government is
firmly committed to doubling
the pace of the state’s econom-
ic and social development. As
the Governor completed his
short address and was walking
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out, ministers HK Patil and
Priyank Kharge demanded
him to complete the speech.
Some Congress legislators,
including MLC BK Harip-
rasad, were accused of at-
tempting to block his way,
even as they continued to raise
slogans against the Governor.
The Governor’s security per-
sonnel and Marshals inter-
vened and escorted him out of
the Assembly.

Siddaramaiah said,Governor read out
a sentence from his own speech, not
the governments. This is an insult to
the House of Representatives.” “Our

government, party and lawmakers will

protest this. The Governor has behaved
like a puppet of the Union government,”
he said. “We’ll discuss whether or not
we should move the Supreme Court.
WEe'll let you know,” he said.

BJP BACKS GEHLOT’S ADDRESS
DEVIATION, ACCUSES CONG GOVT OF
‘MISUSING’ ASSEMBLY

BENGALURU: BJP State President BY
Vijayendra on Thursday strongly defend-
ed Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot over his decision to deviate from
the government prepared speech during
his address to the joint legislative session,
and accused the ruling Congress of “mis-
using” the floor of the House to foster
public resentment against the Centre.
He also demanded that CM Siddara-
maiah take action against the ruling
party MLA, MLCs for “trying to attack the

governor”.

“What his Excellency governor has done
today is right. He has taken the right
decision. He has done his duty whereas
the ruling Congress government insult-
ing governor is not correct. Ruling party
MLA, MLCs trying to attack his Excellency
is totally totally unconstitutional. So, |
demand chief minister Siddaramaiah
to tender an apology for the attitude of
ruling MLA and MLCs... he should also
take strict action.” “The Speaker should
also look into the matter and take action
against those MLA and MLCs who are try-
ing to stop and attack governor,” he told
reporters here.

Cong conducted session in a dark
manner: R. Ashoka

BENGALURU

Today is a dark day. Opposition leader R Asho-
ka has lashed out at the Congress, saying that
the Congress has conducted this Joint Session
in a dark manner.

Speaking about the incident where Congress
MLAs showed disrespect by protesting against
the Governor's move to leave without reading
the speech, he said, This is not the first time
the Governor has done this. Hansraj Bharadwaj
had done it before. Congress has committed
hooliganism. He has insulted the Governor. We
condemn this. He should be thrown out of the
House. The Law Minister himself has disrupt-
ed it. He demanded that the Speaker take
action. Action should be taken against
those who showed disrespect to the
Governor. This is a ploy by Rahul and
Sonia to please them. Congress has
continued its goon trend. Congress #
members should be ashamed. They
have decided to attack the Governor by
obstructing him. This is part of
the goon culture of Con-
gress. The Governor has
upheld the Constitu-
tion today. BJP will
continue its fight,
he said.

The Governor has worked according to the
Constitution. He has thanked and left. Even
when Bharadwaj was there, he had made an
announcement and left. What is wrong with
this? He has the right to sit in that chair and
play a speech. The Congress has shown disre-
spect for this. H.K. Patil himself has obstruct-
ed. Action should be taken against those who
obstructed. The Governor has signed and sent
all their bills, so was it okay for them then?
They are going to make Lok Bhavan a Con-
gress Bhavan. This is an anti-constitutional
move. This is a ploy to please Rahul and So-
nia. Congress has insulted the Constitution.
They have defeated Ambedkar in the past.
They insisted that action should be taken
against the MLAs who showed disrespect
in the House.

Siddaramaiah said that the speech was
prepared to impress Sonia and Rahul. It
was prepared to print it in English and
send it to them and say, Save me, not for
the benefit of the people. Why should the
Governor read it. He should work

as a bridge between the Centre

and the state. I have request-

ed that if there is any way

of insulting the Centre,

then the criticism
should not be read.

Sri Narendra Modi

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Gol

Several measures have been taken to
provide a proper shelter for the people
dwelling in slums in the State. The State
government is formulating and
implementing many ambitious

HOUSING'DEPARTMENT

KARNATAKA'SLUM DEVELOPMENT;BOARD

Sri Siddaramaiah
Hon’ble Chief Minister

Sri D.K. Shivakumar
Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister

Sri B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan,
Hon'ble Housing Minister

and Sri Prasad Abbayya, Chairman,
Karnataka Slum Development Board

programmes for slum dwellers. KSDB inspecting the constructed houses
evolving various befitting schemes to at Hubballi
provide House for all homeless thereby ¢

Dedication of 42345 Houses (2ndstage) ¢

out of 1,80,253 houses being constructed across the State
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 'Shelter for All'

through Grant-in-Aid of Hon'ble Chief Minister
& Time:

Distribution of House Allotment Letters / Title Deeds [ CHOOAM
¢ on the occasion of Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Board o

fulfilling the dream of owning a house.
This is yet another testimony for the
fulfillment of the present Government’s
guarantees.

Date:
24-01-2026, Saturday

Mantur Road, Hubballi

i

Inauguration of Programme & Dedication of Houses by Sri Siddaramaiah, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Government of Karnataka

Distribution of House Allotment
Letters / Title Deeds by

In the presence of

Sri Basavaraj Horatti
Hon'ble Chairman

Presided by

Sri B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan
Hon'ble Minister for Housing, Wakf and Minorities Welfare

In the August presence of

Dr. Mallikarjun Kharge
Hon'ble Leader of Opposition

Sri Rahul Gandhi
Hon'ble Leader of Opposition

Sri Pralhad Joshi
Hon'ble Union Minister of Consumer Affairs,

Food & Public Distribution Rajya Sabha Lok Sabha
and New and Renewable Energy
Government of India
Chief Guests
Sri Santhosh S. Lad Sri R. Ashoka Sri Chalavadi T. Narayanaswamy

Hon'ble Minister for Labour
and Dharwad District in-charge Minister
Government of Karnataka

Hon’ble Leader of Opposition
Karnataka Legislative Assembly

Hon’ble Leader of Opposition
Karnataka Legislative Council

Sri D.K. Shivakumar
Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister,

Karnataka Legislative Council

Minister for Major and Medium Irrigation and
Bengaluru Urban Development, Government of Karnataka

Sri Saleem Ahmed
Hon’ble Chief Whip
Karnataka Legislative Council

Introductory Speech and Distribution of Mementos
on the occasion of Golden Jubilee celebration of the Board

Sri Prasad Abbayya
Hon'ble Chairman, Karnataka Slum Development Board

& Vijayanagara & Ballari District in-charge Minister
Government of Karnataka

Courteous presence of

Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, IAS
Chief Secretary
Government of Karnataka

& MLA, Hubballi-Dharwad East Assembly Constituency
and all the Ministers of the State, Hon’ble Members of Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha, Hon’ble MLAs / MLCs, Chairman & Vice-Chairman and Members of Board/Corporations and elected representatives of local bodies will present in the programme.

KARNATAKA SLUM DEVELOPMENT BOARD

No. 55, Abhaya Complex, Risaldar Road, Seshadripuram, Bengaluru

Mohan Raj. K.P, ias
Secretary to Government,
Housing Department

Parashurama Shinnalkar, KAS (Supertime Scale)
Managing Director
Rajiv Gandhi Housing Corporation Ltd.

Raghavendra. T., KAS (Supertime Scale)
Commissioner
Karnataka Slum Development Board

ALL ARE WELCOME
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Kukke Subrahmanya
temple earns
over Z14 crore

Subrahmanya
Kukke Sri Subrahmanya
Temple in Dakshina
Kannada recorded a re-
markable income of
214.77 crore in November
and December 2025,
setting a new bench-
mark. The surge is at-
tributed to increased
devotees visiting during
Nagara Panchami, Kar-
tik month, December
holidays, and special
puja days. November
collections included
24.56 crore from puja
services, 21.09 crore
from the hundi, and
283.5 lakh from the an-
nadan fund. December
saw higher figures: 35.30
crore from pujas, 31.90
crore from the hundi,
and %1.07 crore from an-
nadan. Temple authori-
ties said funds will sup-
port development, an-
nadan services, and bet-
ter facilities for
devotees.

Huncha villagers hold
‘Shraddhanjali’ for
BSNL network

Huncha
Villagers in Huncha, Ho-
sanagar taluk, expressed

outrage over the
non-functional BSNL
tower by setting up a
“Shraddhanjali” flex.
Residents said the BSNL
tower, installed years
ago, has fallen into disre-
pair due to lack of main-
tenance, stolen equip-
ment, and no electricity.
Without network, lo-
cals—including stu-
dents—are forced to
travel to Riponpet for
connectivity. Despite re-
peated appeals to au-
thorities, no action has
been taken. Villagers,
who had bought BSNL
SIMs expecting cover-
age, demanded the gov-
ernment restore services.
“We pay for BSNL but
get no network. Give us
the service we deserve,”
said resident Ullas.
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SWACHHTA

DRIVE GAINS PRAISE

Dr. Mallikarjun highlighted Davanagere’s top Swachhta ranking, laid a toilet
foundation, and urged monthly cleanliness drives for the lake

DAVANAGERE

A major cleanliness drive was
organized at Kundawada Lake
in Davanagere, with MP Dr.
Prabha Mallikarjun praising
the lake as a beautiful and
healthy spot for recreation.
The program was conducted
by the Municipal Corporation
in collaboration with S.S.Care
Trust and local colleges under
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
2.0 to promote awareness for

a clean city.

Dr. Mallikarjun highlighted
that Davanagere secured first
place in the state and 32nd in
the country in the Swachhta
Survey 2024. He laid the
foundation stone for a new
toilet near the lake’s glass-
house entrance, fulfilling a
long-standing public demand.
He encouraged monthly
cleanliness drives to maintain
the lake’s beauty and said fur-
ther development projects

would follow.

Students from nine local
colleges joined civic workers
and the S.S.Care Trust in
cleaning the 4.5-kilometer cir-
cumference of the lake. The
program included a signature
campaign, cleanliness pledg-
es, and felicitation of civic
workers and health inspectors
for their outstanding perfor-
mance. Awards were also giv-
en to students and colleges
that actively participated.

Officials present included
Commissioner Renuka, Exec-
utive Engineer Udayakumar,
Junior Health Inspector Mal-
lika, and members of the
Kundawada Lake Air Travel-
ers Association and Vahini
Abhivriddhi Sanstha. The
collaborative effort reflects
Davanagere’s commitment to
environmental cleanliness,
community involvement, and
a healthier urban space for all
residents.

O ibcworldnews.com

Close friend
arrested in Dharwad
woman murder

DHARWAD

In a shocking twist, police in
Dharwad have arrested a
young woman’s close friend
in connection with her murder
on the outskirts of the city.
The victim, 21-year-old Zakia
Mulla, was found dead after
being strangled with a veil,
according to police reports.

Dharwad Rural Police Sta-
tion confirmed that Sabir
Mulla, who had known Zakia
for three to four years, has
been taken into custody. Po-
lice said the murder may have
been linked to dissatisfaction
over family plans for their
marriage. District Superinten-
dent of Police Gunjan Arya
stated that Sabir was arrested
around midnight based on
technical evidence.

SP Arya also clarified that
the investigation is ongoing,
and authorities are checking
the possible involvement of
another person at the scene.
He urged anyone with addi-
tional evidence to come for-
ward.

Locals described confusion
and attempts to cover up the
crime at the scene. Moham-
mad Irfan, a resident, said Za-
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SP Arya clarified the
investigation is
ongoing, authorities
are probing another
possible suspect, and
urged anyone with
additional evidence to
step forward and
assist the inquiry

kia’s family refused to allow
the body to be moved until
the accused was arrested. Se-
nior police officials, including
SP Arya and ACP Siddana
Gowda, visited the site to re-
assure the community.

Authorities have promised
an impartial and thorough in-
vestigation, emphasizing that
the case continues even after
the arrest. Zakia’s family and
local residents remain vigi-
lant, seeking justice for the
young woman.

Father-in-law murdered following
heated domestic argument

HUBBALLI

A shocking incident on late
Wednesday night in Hubballi
ended in murder when a man
killed his father-in-law over a
minor argument. The de-
ceased, 48-year-old Ahmed
Razak Shahpur, lived in Old
Hubballi and worked as a
cook in a private hotel.
Police said the accused,
Saddam, who is married to
Ahmed Razak’s niece, came to
pick up his wife. A heated argu-
ment broke out, and when
Ahmed Razak tried to inter-
vene, Saddam struck him with
a stone, leaving him critically
injured. Ahmed Razak was
rushed to KIMS Hospital but
died before receiving treatment.
Kasaba Police have registered a
case and launched a search for

the absconding suspect.

In another disturbing inci-
dent in Chikkamagaluru, a bar
fight over a trivial matter also
ended in death. Tejasvi, 45,
who ran a bar near Nallur
Gate, was attacked by staff
after a disagreement. Four ac-
cused—Rudra, Veerasekar,
Vini, and Hanumanth—were
arrested. Tejasvi was admitted
to a hospital by an auto driver
but could not survive.

Chikkamagaluru SP Jitendra
Kumar Dayama confirmed the
ongoing investigation. Both
cases highlight how minor
disputes in Hubballi and Chik-
kamagaluru quickly escalated
into fatal violence. Authorities
have assured strict legal ac-
tion, and local communities
remain concerned about safety
and accountability.

Ravi consumed poison in court, and with quick action by staff and the public, he
was rushed to Puttur, then Mangaluru hospital, accompanied by his wife

PUTTUR

In a shocking incident, a
35-year-old man attempted
suicide by consuming poison
in front of the Sth Additional
Court in Puttur. The man,
identified as Ravi from Kavu
Manyadka in Puttur taluk, re-
portedly had ongoing disputes
with his wife, Vidyashree.
According to police sourc-
es, the conflict escalated two
days ago when Ravi allegedly
tried to strangle his wife,
leading to a police complaint.
Divorce discussions were
scheduled at the court, and
Ravi was asked to appear at
the Puttur Rural Police Sta-

Man attempts suicide at Puttur cou

tion. Instead, he went directly
to the court and consumed a
pesticide called ‘Karate,’
commonly used in cashew or-
chards.

in advance about a possible
attempt. After consuming the
poison, Ravi vomited inside
the courtroom. Immediate ac-
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tion by court staff and mem-
bers of the public helped rush
him to Puttur Government
Hospital. Due to the serious-
ness of his condition, he was
later shifted to a hospital in
Mangaluru for further treat-
ment. Reports say his wife
accompanied him in the am-
bulance.

A complaint has been regis-
tered, and the police investi-
gation is ongoing. Authorities
have reminded the public that
helplines such as 104 (Health
Department) and 14416 (Tele-
MANAS) are available for
anyone experiencing suicidal
thoughts, emphasizing timely
support and interventions.

Ramanath Rai opposes
hoisting saffron flags at temple

MANGALURU

Former minister Ramanath
Rai sparked controversy by
opposing the hoisting of any
flag, including saffron, at
temples. He made the remarks
during a hunger strike in front
of the Gandhi statue in Man-
galuru.

Rai specifically
condemned the deci-
sion of the Udupi
District Magistrate
to hoist a saffron
flag during the an-
nual Udupi Math
Parya Mahotsav, a
globally known temple festi-
val. He argued that flying a
politically motivated flag at
the temple was inappropriate
and against the spirit of inclu-
sivity.

“Temple programs should
be equal for everyone,” Rai
said. “No Congress flag, saf-
fron flag, or green flag should
be displayed. We must oppose
any politically motivated

n
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symbols during religious cel-
ebrations.”

Rai’s comments come amid
a broader debate about the in-
tersection of politics and reli-
gion in Karnataka, where fes-
tivals and temple programs
have often become platforms
for political messaging.

Supporters of Rai’s
statement praised
him for defending
secular values in
temple programs,
while critics argued
that his remarks
could provoke politi-
cal tensions during
important religious events.

The Udupi Math adminis-
tration has not yet responded
publicly.

Meanwhile, local authori-
ties are monitoring temple
activities to ensure that festi-
vals remain inclusive, peace-
ful, and free from political
influence, in line with Rai’s
appeal for neutrality in reli-
gious spaces.

Anagodu Mini Zoo Battles
Deadly Deer Disease

DAVANAGERE

Four spotted deer at the Indira
Priyadarshini Mini Zoo in
Anagodu died over three
days, from January 16 to 18,
due to an infectious disease
called hemorrhagic septice-
mia (HS), officials said on
Thursday.

The sudden deaths caused
worry among the zoo staff
and forest authorities.

Forest Department doctors
quickly collected samples
from the deceased deer and
sent them to the Animal
Health and Biological Insti-
tute in Hebbal, Bengaluru for
testing.

The laboratory confirmed
that the water and food pro-
vided to the deer were safe,
and the deaths were caused
entirely by the disease.

The first deer died on Janu-
ary 16. Two more died the
next day, and the fourth
passed away on January 18.

Following the outbreak, the
Animal Health Advisory
Committee visited the zoo,
examined the remaining deer,
and sent blood and organ
samples for analysis.

Officials have now started
preventive and treatment
measures for the remaining
deer. A dedicated veterinary
team has been stationed at the
700 to monitor the animals’
health. Strict biosecurity mea-
sures have been enforced
throughout the zoo to prevent
the spread of the disease.

The mini zoo houses a total
of 170 spotted deer, including
94 females, 58 males, and 18
calves. DFO P.N. Harshvard-
han requested the public to
cooperate with the authorities
to ensure the safety of the re-
maining deer. He said the zoo
staff is closely watching the
deer, giving medication when
needed, and consulting senior
veterinarians to handle the sit-
uation effectively.

Seventh Grilahakshmi
installment arrives this month

KOPPAL

The 7th installment of the
Grilahakshmi scheme for Oc-
tober 2025-26 will be depos-
ited into beneficiaries’ ac-
counts by the end of this
month, officials confirmed.
Around Rs 63.60 crore will
reach 3,19,370 women
through direct bank transfer.

Among the beneficiaries,
22,726 are from the General
category, 56,453 from Sched-
uled Castes, and 35,648 from
Scheduled Tribes, highlight-
ing the scheme’s focus on ru-
ral women in need.

The Grilahakshmi Yojana
provides financial help to
women in rural areas, assisting
with daily expenses, children’s
education, and small business
ventures. “This support is vital
for empowering women and
improving family welfare,”
said Reddy Shri Niwas, Chair-
man of the District Guarantee
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority, in an official release.

The program continues to
play a significant role in up-
lifting poor households, en-
suring that women can meet
essential needs and pursue
opportunities for self-reliance.

Karnataka grants
menstrual leave
to women
workers

KOPPAL

The Karnataka government
has directed all industries
and establishments to pro-
vide menstrual leave to fe-
male employees. Women
aged 18 to 52 working under
the Labor Act, Factories Act,
Shops and Commercial Es-
tablishments Act, Plantation
Labor Act, Bidi Cigar Work-
ers Act, and Motor Transport
Workers Act are entitled to
12 days of paid leave annu-
ally—one day per month
during their menstrual cycle.
Dr. Venkatesh A. Shindihat-
ti, Regional Deputy Labor
Commissioner, Kalaburagi,
said no medical certificate is
required to avail the leave,
which must be taken in the
respective month. Employ-
ers are mandated to follow
this provision.

MILESTONE HOME LAUNCH

Koppal to celebrate 77th
Republic Day festivities

KOPPAL

The Koppal district adminis-
tration will host the 77th Re-
public Day celebrations on
January 26, starting at 9 a.m.
at the district stadium. The
event will feature the hoisting
of the national flag, a proces-
sion, felicitation ceremonies,
and cultural programs for the
public.

Thangadagi Shivraja San-
gappa, Minister for Backward
Classes Welfare, Kannada and
Culture, and Koppal District
In-charge, will raise the na-
tional flag. The event will also
see the presence of key politi-
cal figures including Kushtagi
MLA and Chief Whip of the
Opposition Dodna Gowda Ha-
numa Gowda Patil, and Yala-
burga MLA and Chief Minis-
ter’s Economic Adviser Basa-
varaja Rayardi. Koppal MLA
K. Raghavendra Hitna will
preside over the program.

Among the distinguished

guests are Koppal MP K. Ra-
jasekhara Hitnala, Gangavathi
MLA G. Janardhanreddy,
Vidhan Parishad Member Sha-
sheel G. Namoshi, Dr. Chan-
drasekhara B. Patil, Sha-
rangowda Annadana Gowda
Patil Bayyapur, and Hemala-
tha Leader. Tungabhadra Proj-
ect Chairman Hasanasaba Na-
bisaba, Urban Development
Authority Chairman Prasanna
Veeranna Gadad, and District
Level Guarantee Schemes Au-
thority Chairman Reddy Srini-
vasa will also participate.

District officials including
Collector Dr. Suresha B. Itna-
la, District Panchayat CEO
Varnith Negi, and Superinten-
dent of Police Dr. Ram L.
Arasiddi will attend. The ad-
ministration has confirmed
that citizens can enjoy the cul-
tural programs, processions,
and other celebrations orga-
nized to mark the nation’s 77th
Republic Day with pride and
patriotism.

Karnataka to dedicate over 42 thousand homes

HUBBALLI

The Karnataka Housing De-
partment and Slum Develop-
ment Board will dedicate
42,345 houses to the public
on January 24, as part of the
board’s golden jubilee cele-
brations. This is the second
phase of 1,80,253 houses be-
ing built under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana across
the state. Along with the ded-
ication, house allotment let-
ters and title deeds will be
distributed to beneficiaries at
a ceremony on Mantur Road
at 11 am.

Chief Minister Siddara-

k4 |

.
-

maiah will inaugurate the pro-
gram and formally hand over
the homes to the residents.
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who also serves
as Minister for Major and

Medium Irrigation and Ban-
galore Urban Development,
will personally distribute
house allotments and title
deeds.

The event will also be at-

tended by Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi, Leader of Op-
position in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, Legisla-
tive Council Speaker Basa-
varaj Horatti, and Housing
Minister B.Z. Zameer Ahmed
Khan, who will preside over
the ceremony. Chief guests
include Labour Minister San-
tosh S. Lad, Legislative As-
sembly Opposition Leader R.
Ashoka, and Legislative
Council Opposition Leader
Chalavadi T. Narayanaswamy.
Government Chief Whip in
the Council Salim Ahmed will
also be present.

Karnataka Slum Develop-

ment Board Chairman Prasad
Abbayya will deliver the in-
troductory speech and present
mementos as part of the gold-
en jubilee celebrations.

Senior officials including
Chief Secretary Dr. Shalini
Rajneesh, Housing Secretary
Mohan Raj KP, state minis-
ters, MPs, MLAs, MLCs, and
heads of municipal corpora-
tions and boards will attend.
The event marks a major
milestone in providing afford-
able housing and celebrates
the government’s commitment
to ensuring homes for citizens
while highlighting the board’s
50 years of public service.
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Chitradurga police
seek public help to
find missing man

CHITRADURGA
Authorities are seeking
help to locate Kr-
ishnanayaka (28), father
of Chetan Kumar, who
went missing from Golla-
rahalli village, Hosadurga
taluk, on January 12. He is
5.3 feet tall, wheatish
complexion, medium
build, with a stick-like
face. At the time of disap-
pearance, he was wearing
a white shirt with black
stripes and black pants.
He speaks Kannada and
Lambani. Anyone with in-
formation can contact Sri
Rampur Police Station at
8277985566,
9480803156, or
8792662214 Hiriyur DSP
at 9480803122; or Chitra-
durga District Police Con-
trol Room at
9480803100.

Chitradurga offers
bakery products skill
training

CHITRADURGA
The Agricultural Science
Center at Babbur Farm,
Hiriyur taluk, is offering a
one-month bakery prod-
ucts manufacturing train-
ing from February 19 to
March 19. Participants will
learn to prepare cookies
like butter, millet, coconut,
masala, and cereal bis-
cuits, along with hands-
on training for fruit cake,
plain cake, honey cake,
bread, buns, and dil
pasand. The training fee is
¥3,000, and registration
closes on February 16,
with priority given to early
applicants. Successful
participants will receive a
certificate. Interested
candidates can contact
Home Scientist Dr. Saras-
wati JM. at 9986647124
or visit in person for de-
tails and registration.

Chikkaballapur district
hosts fruitful
exhibition event

CHIKKABALLAPUR
Chikkaballapur will host a
District Level Fruitful Ex-
hibition on January 26 at
11:30 am at the District
Stadium, organized by
the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, and
Horticulture Department.
The event will be inaugu-
rated by Higher Education
Minister and District In-
charge Dr. M.C. Sudhakar.
Horticulture, Mines, and
Earth Sciences Minister
S.S. Mallikarjun will over-
see the program, while
MLA Pradeep Eshwar
will preside. Several dig-
nitaries are expected, in-
cluding MPs Dr. K. Sud-
hakar and M. Mallesh
Babu, MLAs S.N. Sub-
bareddy, B.N. Ravikumar,
and K.H. Puttas-
wamy Gowda, and

K’taka showcases journey

from Millet To Microchip

The still film showcases K'taka’s heritage and modernity, featuring a microchip
and golden-screwed robot face symbolizing tradition-meets-technology

® Continued from page 1

Karnataka is set to showcase
its remarkable journey from
agriculture to high technology
at the Bharat Parva, held
alongside the Republic Day
celebrations on January 26,
2026, at the Red Fort. The
state will present a still film
titled “From Millet to Micro-
chip”, highlighting its
achievements in agriculture,
industry, science, and technol-
ogy. Commissioner Hemant
M. Nimbalkar said the film
demonstrates Karnataka’s bal-
anced growth—from nutri-
tious food and cereals to mi-
crochips and Al innovations.
Farmers and their families are
depicted holding up abundant
crops, symbolizing the

strength of rural India, while
a rotating molecule, Al ro-
bots, drones, rockets, and sci-
entists represent technological
progress, industrial growth,
and modern agriculture.

The Department of News
and Public Relations, repre-
senting Karnataka, has partic-
ipated in Republic Day stills
and exhibitions for 16 consec-
utive years, winning awards
for art, architec-
ture, and cul-
tural themes.
The state has
previously
secured prizes
for Hoysala
architecture,
traditional Bi-
dar art, Channapat-
nam dolls, and Mahamastak-
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abhisheka, reflecting its rich
heritage.

The still film captures the
essence of self-reliance,
blending Karnataka’s heritage
with its modern accomplish-
ments. The central attraction
is a flashing microchip, sym-
bolizing

screws forming the backdrop
of arobot’s face, representing
the convergence of technolo-
gy and tradition.

Only 15 states and union
territories are allowed to
showcase still films each year,
making Karnataka’s participa-
tion a matter of pride. The
film’s design, symbolism, and
narrative emphasize progress
while preserving cultural
roots, showing the state’s role
in shaping India’s self-reliant
future.

Commissioner Nimbalkar
expressed confidence that the
film will be widely appreciat-
ed for portraying Karnataka’s
journey from soil to science,
celebrating its achievements
in agriculture, education, in-
dustry, and technology.

Govt Montessori program launches in Bettadanagenahalli

CHITRADURGA

The Government Montessori
program for LKG and UKG was
inaugurated recently at Bettad-
anagenahalli-B Anganwadi Cen-
ter under the Bhimasamadra
Circle. The event was organized
by the Department of Women
and Child Development along
with the Bharamasagar Child
Development Scheme. Chief
guest P. Jagdish, brother of do-
nor Dr. P. Manjunath and a sci-
entist in Canada, generously
donated essential furniture, in-
cluding almeras, racks, and ta-
bles to both Anganwadi centers
A and B. In addition, children
received learning materials such

as mini chairs, tables, school
uniforms, shoes, socks, note-
books, and school bags to sup-
port their education. Child De-
velopment Project Officer Nir-
mala Chakkannavar urged vil-
lagers to take full advantage of
the government Montessori fa-
cilities. Several officials and
villagers attended, including
supervisor Jaheda Begum, pro-
gram members B. Zaitun and
Pushpa, Gram Panchayat mem-
ber Prakash, head teachers
Nagarajappa and Thimmanna,
and Anganwadi workers from
Bhimasamadra Circle. The pro-
gram aims to encourage early
education and provide necessary
support for children’s growth.

Chitradurga
railway projects
get quick relief

CHITRADURGA

Chitradurga MLA K.C.
Virendra Pappi requested
urgent action on long-stand-
ing railway issues, includ-
ing the construction of fly-
overs and repair of under-
bridges. Union Railway
Minister V. Somanna re-
sponded positively, assuring
speedy measures to ease
traffic and waterlogging
problems in the city.

The Minister provided a
detailed written reply to
MLA Pappi’s complaints,
originally submitted in May
last year. He highlighted
progress on three major rail-
way gates where flyovers
are planned to reduce con-
gestion.

At Railway Gate No. 20
near Kavadigarhatti, the
construction of a flyover
and subway between Amrit-
pur and Chitradurga stations
has been sanctioned, with
the general design map ap-
proved. Work on the con-
necting highway is ongoing
under the National High-
ways Department, Shimoga.

For Railway Gate No. 22
on Davangere Road, the fly-
over has been sanctioned on
a cost-sharing basis, and the

design map is being pre-
pared. Meanwhile, Railway
Gate No. 15 near Bhima-
samudra Road has received
full funding approval by the
Railway Department, and
land acquisition is in prog-
ress. Regarding underbridg-
es, urgent steps have been
taken to prevent waterlog-
ging during rains. A 24-hour
watchman has been de-
ployed at the Chitradur-
ga-Turuvanur underbridge,
and a motor pump operates
continuously. Sewerage re-
pairs at the Manangi under-
bridge are complete, while
works at Kurubarahalli,
Rattihalli, and Nagenahalli
underbridges are ongoing.

MLA Pappi’s student
wing also flagged potholes
on Medehalli and Gonur
road underbridges, causing
difficulties for motorists for
several years. The Railway
Ministry has been urged to
address these longstanding
issues.

The combined efforts of
MLA Pappi and Union Min-
ister Somanna aim to ensure
smoother traffic flow, im-
proved public safety, and
timely completion of all
railway projects in Chitra-
durga.

MUDA Scam: Enforcement
Directorate Attaches
Properties Worth
Over Rs. 20 Crore

MYSURU

The Directorate of
Enforcement (ED),
Bengaluru Zonal
Office, has provi-
sionally attached 10
immovable proper-
ties, including six
illegally allotted
MUDA sites, three
other properties,
and a commercial
building valued at
Rs. 20.85 crore.
This action, taken
on January 21,
2026, is part of the
ongoing investiga-
tion into the MUDA
scam under the Pre-
vention of Money
Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, in-
volving former Kar-

nataka Chief Minis-  purchase properties Place;-Chinthamani,
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maiah and others. atives and associ- classified ad "~ ADVOCATE
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was triggered by an - MUDA Chairman contact: BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA

FIR filed by Lo- S.K. Marigowda 080'4]209042 TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD

kayuktha Police,
Mysore, following
allegations of large-
scale illegal site al-
lotments by the My-
sore Urban Devel-
opment Authority
(MUDA). Searches

conducted by ED in
October 2024 re-
vealed gross viola-
tions of land allot-
ment rules and a
nexus
MUDA
and real estate busi-
nessmen, including
illicit cash pay-
ments for site ap-
provals.
Previously, ED
attached 283 ille-
gally
MUDA sites and
arrested former
MUDA Commis-
sioner G.T. Dinesh
Kumar, who is cur-
rently in judicial
custody. Investiga-
tions uncovered
layering of undue
gratification used to

was also implicated
for receiving illegal
benefits.

So far, properties
worth approximately
Rs. 460 crore have
been attached. The
probe is ongoing.

I, L.SRINIVASAN alias L S
PRASAD S/o LAXMINARAYANAN
AIYAR, R/o QA2-205, ALPINE
ECO APARTMENT, Outer Ring
Road, Near Rainbow Childreen

Karnataka-560037, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as PRASAD
LAXMINARAYANAN AIYAR.

karareddy S .,
Village, Yallampalli

. . aballapura  District, I am the Owner
Hospital, Doddenekundi, | | of the Below said Propertywhile Sale
Marathahalli, Bengaluru, Deed for taken Certified copy have

between
officials

allotted

SHETTAR.

I, KAUSTUBHA S/o
VEERAPPA SHETTAR, R/o 24-
6-611 KAUSTHUBA, Near
Attavara Library, Mangalore,
Dakshina Kannada,
Karnataka-575001,
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KAUSTUBHA VEERAPPA

No.1,Volume

have Swathu

This is to inform to General public that
my client Smt.Manjula S W/o Shan-
Residing at Yallampalli
Gramapanchayth,
Kasaba Hobali, Bagepalli Taluk, Chikk-

lost following Document of property
pertating to below Mentioned property
Situated at Yallampalli Village, Yallam-
palli Gramapanchayth, Kasaba Hobali,
Bagepalli Taluk, Chikkaballapura Dis-
trict, had published the factum of lost of
her Original Sale Deed, Dated:25-08-
2021,Regd Sale Deed ,Executed by Smt.
Manjula S W/o Shankarareddy S and
Smt.Rathnamma W/o Shivareddy and
Kumari. Sindhu S S/o Shankarareddy S
and Kumari.Bindu S D/o Shankarareddy
S, In Favour of Smt.Chikkananjamma
W/o Ramakrishnareddy, In regd as Book
No.BGP-1-01997-2021-
22,CD No.BGPD753,In regd before of the
SRO Bagepalli ., in Respect of Property
Bearing E-Swathu Form No.9 and 11AE-
No0.152800102700120129,
Property No0.662/1, In measuring East
to west 9.144  Meters, North to South
12.192 Meters, Totally measuring 12.00
Sq Meters, Building Area 99.48 Sq Me-
ters,Situated at Yallampalli Village, Yal-
lampalli Gramapanchayth, Kasaba Ho-
bali,Bagepalli Taluk, Kolar District., police
complaint have been filed with regards
to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
n0.2021706/2026, DATED;-22-01-2026,
and complaint dated;-22-01-2026, by
respective person, if anybody finds these
Document please inform within 7 Days
in Below mentioned Address.

CHINTHAMANL
Mob;-9980110692

SCHEDULE PROPERTY

Garagasana Mallaiah.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Mr. SHIVANNA J. S/o
Late.Javaregowda, residing at No.8,
Gohalli Village, Yelwal Hobli, Mysore
Taluk, Mysore District, is the full and
absolute owner of the Schedule
Property and he has lost the Original
HAKKU PATHRA Dt:19.11.1991 in
Gohalli Village, Yelwal Hobli, Mysore
Taluk, Mysore District on 10.01.2026
and the same is not traced till date.
The said Original Hakku Pathra was
executed by Tahasildar, Mysore Taluk
infavour of Smt Chikkamma. Hence, | ||,
the finders of the said Original Hakku
Pathra Dt:19.11.1991 is hereby| [T Renuka P
informed to contact the undersigned
Advocate within 07 days from the
date of this publication. Therefore,
any person/s, Financial Institution/s
having any right, claim or interest in
the Schedule Property or portion of
the Schedule Property, shall forward
their objections to the under signed
in writing along with supporting
documents within 07 (Seven) days
from the date of this Public Notice.
Any claim or objection received after
the expiry of the said period will not
be binding over the schedule
mentioned property and my client.

All that Part and Parcel of the
Residential House Property bearing
RDPR PID No. 152200427133000114,
Property No. 31/29 (Site No.8 as per
Hakkupthra) as per the
Gramapanchayat records situated at
Gohalli Village, Yelwal Hobli, Mysore
Taluk, Mysore District, constructed
on the Site measuring East to West:
9.144 Meters and North to South
12.192 Meters, with Total Site Area of
111.483648 Square Meters and
Constructed Area of 92.903040
Square Meters, coming under the
limits of the Beerihundi Grama
Panchayat, Mysore Taluk, bounded
on :- East By : Site No.7 House of
Chikkolamma, West By : Site No.9
House of Puttamma Marigowda,
North By : Road, South By : House of

Sd/- S. Pradeep Kumar M.B.A,, LL.B.
Roll No. KAR/1332/2012

Advocate, #2917/A, 1st Floor,

Opp. TTL College, Kantharaja

Urs Road, Saraswathipuram

Mysuru - 570 009 Mob.: 9740315184

Date : 22-01-2026 Place : Mysore

FINANCE LTD.

the public in general that the und

MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED
#MANAPPURAM HOME FORMERLY MANAPPURAM HOME FINANCE PVT LTD
CIN : U65923KL2010PLC039179
Regd Office: 8/596 A, Padmaprabha Building, Near Sreerama Swami Temple, Cherppu - Thriprayar Road,
Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala 680567 | Phone No.: 0487-3520504, Website: www.manappuramhomefin.com

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd (“MAHOFIN”)
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest *[Act],
2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 9 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers and co-borrowers
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice and Interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of
the said notice. The borrower having falledhto re;lJ(ay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and

as taken

of the property described herein

Ltd as mm

below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said *[Act] read with rule 9 of
the said rules. The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Manappuram Home Finance
below for each of the respective properties:

Name of Borrower and
No. Co-borrower / Loan
-] account number/ Branch

Description Of Secured Asset In Respect Not
Of Which Interest Has Been Created

Daie ni Demand Date of

Oulshmlmg Amuunl

Sathlsh S,

/MHLI]I]340I]1654Z/
Measuring: E-W:

All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No. | 20-10-2025 & | 20-01-
41/34,P1.DN0.152200601952000160, Situated| Rs.412620/- | 2026
At Chinnnenahalli Grama, Chithenahalli Gramapanchayat,
PeriyapatnaBlock, Mysore(D) KarnatakaPm 571107.
2.19 Meter & N-S5:12.19 Meter.
Admeasuring: 148 59 Sq Mts. East-Property of
Jayamma, West-Government Road, South-House of
Sanjeevaiah, North-Property of Sannamma

N}

Tholasamma D,
Maheshwarappa BK,

Sacl
/ MHLI]I]51 0I]1 6574/
himoga

AllThat The Piece or Parcel of Site Along With Structure | 20-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Standing There On Being Bearinf Site/Khata/Property| Rs.331808/- | 2026
No. 20, E-Property No.151000400500320008, Measuring
East-West15.5448MeterXNorth-South8.5344 Meter,
Total 132.67 Sg. Meter, Including 132.67 Sq. Meter
Building, Situated At Bidarakere Gollarahatti Village, Bidarakere
Village Panchayath, Holalker Taluk, Chithradurga District,
KarnatakaPin:577554.East-Road, West-Road, South-
Sampalu, North-Property of Anandappa Murdhara

w

Chikka Mani N,
a|esha K,

/MHLI]I]340I]1 8711/

AIIThat Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing No:|20-10-2025 & | 20-01-
135/133, PL.D. No: 152200102800720

348.39 Sq mts. Sogalll Village Antarasanthe Gp,HD

Kote Block, Mysore District. Karnataka, Pin: 571114.

Mysore East-House of Sannathyamma, West-Site Pro) erty

of Akkamannamma, South-Road, North-Govt.

084, Admeasuring| Rs.509961/- | 2026

ES

Hanumanthppa
Shantappa,
Shantappa
Hunnappa Belakeri,

Shantappa Belakeri,
/NHL00510028385/
Shimoga

Property No: 142, E-Property No. 151700400500400173, | 20-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Total Measuring67.55 Sq.mtr, Aladakatti, Aladakatti| Rs.628470/- | 2026
Grama Yatthinahalli Gram Panchayath Hirekarur Tq
Haveri Dist, Near Road, Dharwar; PO. Hirekerur, Dharward,
Girijamma Karnataka, Pin: 581111. East- Property of Nagappa
Belakeri, West-Property of Mallavva Chigari, South-
Mallappa Harijana, North-PW.D. Road

5 |Ramizabi Vpc No: 80/1, P1.D. No. 152700700800100240, Total | 20-10-2025 & | 20-01-
Ahmedasab Measuring 154 Sg.mtr, And Building 86 Sq.mtr, At:| Rs.503375/- | 2026
Bhagavathi, kendalageri Tq: Mundgod Dist: Uttar Kannada, Jalagar
Ahmedasab Oni, Mundgod, PO. Gunjavati, Uttara Kannada,

Pirasaab Karnataka, Pin: 581349. East-Property of Jainabi
Bhagavathi, Kasimsab, West-Property of Bibijan Yeragatti, South-
Mahmedsab Road, North-Road

Adamsab

Bhagavathi,

/MHLOI1260M4883/ Hubli

6 | Somashekhara Residential Property Bearing Vpc No.56, Property|20-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Amaregouda N0.152000201600201456, Total Measuring55.74Sq| Rs.435265/- | 2026
Police Patil, Saroja  |Mtr In Rs No. 202/*/* Situated At Ginagera Village,

Somashekhar Tq:&Dist:Koppal,Karnataka-583228. East-PlotNo.57,

Pullce Palll Anand | West-Remaining Property In This Property, South-
Mudiy: Plot No.55, North-Road

/NHLUU260032481/ Hubli

~

Mabubi Sayedsab

N
@

Rustumsab Muzavar
Siddi, Shanurbaba
Showkat Machapur,
/MHL00260040031/

Residential Gramthana Property Bearing Vpc No.81/A, | 20-10-2025 & | 20-01-
Mujawar, Saiyadsab |PropertyNo.152701101100301645, TotalMeasuring| Rs.537398/- | 2026
0.00Sq Mtr And Building Measunng 66.00 Sq
Mtr Situated At Madanur Village, Tq: Yallapur & Dist:
Uttara Kannada, Karnataka-581412. East-Panchayat
Road, West-Lagu Road, South-Property of Husenabi

Hubli Moulasab Mujawar, North-Lagu Panchayat Road

Surekha Basavaraj | Nittur, West-Property

All That Piece And Parcel of G P No. 61, Measuring| 20-10-2025 & 20-01-

8 |Duragavva
Yaddalagudda, East-West: 47' Ft X North-South: 62' Ft = 2911
Basavaraj Sq Ft, Situated At Somanatti, Within The Limits Of
Yaddalgudda, Gram Panchayat Tirma; Guddi, And Within The

Jurlsdlcuon of Sro Belagavi Tal & Dist: Belagavi,
590016. East-Property of Durgappa Balappa
of Road, South-Property of

Rs.473039/- | 2026

legislative council
members.
Government offi-
cials, secretaries
from science, tech-
nology, and horticul-
ture departments,
along with agricul-
tural society leaders,
will participate.
Farmers, elected
representatives, un-
ion leaders, and citi-
zens from across the
district are invited.
The exhibition aims
to showcase local
horticulture achieve-
ments, promote ag-
ricultural growth,
and strengthen co-
operation between
farmers and govern-
ment bodies, making
it an important event
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Maharashtra (India)

Auction Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002, read with proviso to rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is
hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) indicated below that the below-described
immovable property(ies) mortgaged/charged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd., hereafter known as ACHFL, the possession of
which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of ACHFL, being the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As Is Where Is,”“As Is What Is,”
and “Whatever There Is” basis on 10/02/2026 (Tuesday) between 11:30 AM to 4:30 PM for recovery of the below-mentioned amount
with future interest and costs due to ACHFL from the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) as below mentioned.

Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi, Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005.

NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Yaddalagudda, KaIIappa Kapaiatti., North-| Property of Fakirppa Yallappa
Shivaji Yaddalagudda, |Mastamardi.
/MHL00980043047/
Belgaum

ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD 9 |Virupakshappa Residential Gramthana Property Bearing Vpc No.129, | 20-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Takappa Balikayi, Property No.151700601600400329, Measuring East| Rs.405722/- | 2026
Lakshmavva To West: 8.20, 9.10Mtr And North To South: 12.20,

Takappa Balikayi,

12.30Mtr, Total Measuring 211.92Sq Mtr And Building
Takappa Measunng 51.00Sq Mtr Situated At Basavanakoppa

Name of Borrower, Co- Borrower, Mortgagors, Loan A/c No.

TOLWONT T QOWAONDOTT

1. Venkatesha (“Borrower”) 2. Padma (“Co-Borrower”) / LAN: 1172040100105

3.230/3.530, 4235-02-102—

Date & Amount as per Demand
Notice U/s 13(2) & Date of Physical
Possession,

Reserve Price

E-Auction Date and Time

Earnest Money Deposit

EMD Submission Last Date

Bid Increment Amount (In Rs.)

Inspection Date

TFLIRNT. LORO R ARTT RRT,

09.07.2024, Rs. 9,22,530/-

as on 30.06.2024
19.07.2025, NPA Date: 30.06.2024

RP - Rs. 8,00,000/-

10.02.2026 from 11.30 A.M.To 4.30 P.M.

EMD - Rs. 80,000/

10.02.2026 between 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM.

Bid - Rs. 10,000/-

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET

All that piece and parcel of the immovable Property bearing No. 99/37, E-Khatha No. 152800600500820066, Situated at
Kothanuru Village, Kothanuru Grama Panchayath limits, Shidtaghatta Taluk, Chikkaballapura District, measuring East to
West 30 feet and North to South 40 feet and bounded on:- East By: Site No.38., West by: Site No.36, North by: Site
No.28., South by: Road

02.02.2026 (Monday) from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM.

0.09.890.80¢%1,
TBODLTD.

T /-TRONFTRNVT BPONO0ITT), TO.T9.B0.Q%0N, 0T,
Date : 23.01.2026

1. Inspection of property: 02.02.2026 from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM.
2. Last date and time for submission of Earnest Money Deposit hereafter known as EMD: 10.02.2026 between 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM
3. For detailed Terms and conditions kindly visit our website https://altumcredo.co.in/SARFAESI

4. Authorised officer: Pramod Upadya - 9886531206

Place : Chikkaballapura, Karnataka

Sd/-
Authorized Officer
Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Shivamma D,
Shahikumar,
/NHL00510014547/
Shimoga

Panchayat Record Property No.592/388/2 Measuring
East To West 4.572 Sq Meter And North To South
18.288 Sq Meter In Total 83.61 Sq Meter Including
Measuring 65.03 Sq Meter House Property Situated
At Santekaduru, Santekaduru Gram Panchayat.
Shivamogga Taluk And Shivamogga District, Karnataka,
Pin: 577222 Bounded By: As Per E-Khata. East-House
of Nagaratnamma, West-House of Renuka, South
House of Bhagyamma, North-Road

Virupakshappa Village Within Hesarur Gram Panchayat, Tq: Savanur
Balikayi, Lakshman | & Dist: Haveri, Karnataka - 581118, East-Property of
Fakkirappa Olekar, | Gouramma Pujar, West-Property of Somappa Balikayi,
/NHL00260045726/ Hubli | South-Govt. Road, North-Property of Dyamanna Sahukar
10|Mahadevaswamy A, |All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing|21-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Maheshwari A, No0.355A, P1.D. No.152200501900520394, Situated| Rs.686094/- | 2026
Balaraju A, At Gattivadi Village, Doddakowlande Grama Panchayath,
Ravi G B, Nanjanagud Taluk And Mysuru District, Measuring East
/NHL00900011149/ To West 10.0584 Meters And North To South 14.9352
Vivekananda Circle |Meters, Total Measuring 147.16 Square Meters
Karnataka Pin: 571312. East-Vacant Site Belongs To
Subbanna., West-Site Belongs To Mahesh. South-Site
Belongs To Basavaraju, North-Road
1 BankapurYaIIappa Residential Gramthana Property Bearing Vpc No.3,|21-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Renukabai PropertyNo.151700204100300006, TotalMeasuring| Rs.712966/- | 2026
Mamunalh Yallappa 287.73Sq, Mtr And Building Measuring 47.04 Sq Mtr,
Bankapur, Kalmesh |Situated At Aregoppa “lllage Within Hullatti Gram
Yallappa Bankapur, |Panchayat, Tq: Hanagal & Dist: Haveri, Karnataka-
Yallappa Tippanna |581203. East-Property Of Shivaputrappa Bankapur,
Bankapur, Babu West-Property of ShivaputrappaBankapur & Shivappa
Hanumantappa Tallalli, | Bankapur, South-Road, North-Road
/MHL00260028675/ Hubli
12| Savitha G, AII That Plece And Parcel of The Property Bearing|21-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Prasanna H M, 282, 15290031500600483, Hospalya| Rs.705350/- | 2026
KalyanammaG Vlllage Ka\an KavaIGramapanchayath MagaleaIuk
/MHL00920029517/ [ Ramanagara District, Measuring Totally 257.53 Square
Vinayanagar Meters, Karnataka-562120. East-Road, West-Property
Ramnagara Belongs To Channappa., South-Property Belongs To
Kempanna, North-| House Belongs To Munibairaiah.
13| Srinidhi K, All That Piece And Parcel of The Property Bearing|21-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Siddaiah K, No.8-3-572-96, Property Old No. KT169/109,| Rs.933387/- | 2026
Harshitha J M, Assessment No. D3/1559/K1 169/109, Snuated
/NHL00900025231/ At Ward No.8, 3™¢ Cross, Marigowda Badavane,
Vivekananda Circle |Mandya, TotaIIyMeasurmg459 86985 Square Meters,
Karnataka-571401. East-8-3-572-94., West-8-3-572-98.,
South-Road 572, North-8-3-571-7 And 8-3-571-9.
14 Yashavanth Kumar D, |All That Part And Parcel of The Property Bearing|21-10-2025 &| 20-01-
Mangala Y, Rdpr Khata No.152400502400100633, As Per Gram| Rs.938064/- | 2026

Date: 23" January 2026 | Place: KARNATAKA

$d/- Authorised Officer

Home Finance Ltd

for Chikkaballapur.

BENGA

LURU
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Lawrence Bishnoi
gang associate
caught in Bihar

Patna
Patna Police arrested Par-
manand Yadav, an associ-
ate of the Lawrence Bish-
noi gang, after an early
morning encounter in Ma-
saurhi. Yadav sustained a
leg injury during the ex-
change of fire and is receiv-
ing treatment at Patna
Medical College and Hospi-
tal. Police said he had been
evading arrest for a long
time and is linked to over
20 serious cases, including
murder, robbery, and extor-
tion. Acting on a tip about
his movement from Beur to
Jehanabad, officers inter-
cepted him. Authorities
called it a major blow to
the gang network in Bihar
and are interrogating him
for further leads.

Jharkhand HC
pauses (Bl probein
college exam row

Ranchi
The Jharkhand High Court
on Thursday stayed the CBI
investigation into the Dhan-
bad Institute of Technology
exam controversy until fur-
ther notice. The bench, led
by Chief Justice M.S. Sonak,
heard an appeal by the
state government and
Jharkhand University of
Technology against a single
bench order directing the
probe. The case involves
the institute admitting 138
students despite permis-
sion for only 60, preventing
some from appearing in ex-
ams. The matter will be
heard again on January 29.
Officials said the stay tem-
porarily halts the investiga-
tion, highlighting ongoing
disputes over compliance
and student rights.

7abourersdiein Ch’garh

steel plant blast

‘The explosion happened suddenly while workers were
engaged in routine work near the furnace’

RAIPUR

Seven labourers were killed
and at least ten others serious-
ly injured after a powerful
explosion at a private steel
plant in Chhattisgarh on
Thursday morning. The blast
occurred at the DSC coal fur-
nace of Real Ispat and Power
Limited in Bakulahi village of
Baloda Bazar district, trigger-
ing panic in the industrial
area.

According to initial police
information, the explosion
happened suddenly while
workers were engaged in rou-
tine work near the furnace.
Burning coal and extremely
hot material were thrown in
all directions, leaving several
labourers with severe burn in-
juries. Seven workers died on
the spot due to critical burns,
while the injured were rushed

to a nearby hospital, where
their condition is being close-
ly monitored.

Former Chief Minister Bh-
upesh Baghel expressed grief
over the incident and urged
the state government to en-
sure proper medical treatment
for the injured. He also de-
manded adequate compensa-
tion for the families of the
deceased and called for a high
level inquiry to fix responsi-
bility. However, the current
BJP led government under
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai has not yet announced any
ex gratia relief.

Eyewitnesses said thick
black smoke and flames rose
high into the sky after the
blast, while parts of the fur-
nace area were engulfed in
fire. Firefighters reached the
spot quickly and managed to
control the blaze, preventing
further damage.

Police teams from Nipania
outpost and Bhatapara rural
station secured the site, recov-
ered bodies, and sent them for
post mortem examinations.
An investigation has been
launched to find out whether
equipment failure, gas build-
up, or poor maintenance
caused the explosion.

The tragedy has once again
raised serious concerns over
safety standards in heavy in-
dustries. Local residents and
labour groups mourned the
loss, saying most victims were
sole earners of their families.

Liquor scam: ED questions Vijayasai Reddy

HYDERABAD

Former Rajya Sabha member
V Vijayasai Reddy appeared
before the Enforcement Direc-
torate on Thursday for ques-
tioning in connection with the
multi crore liquor scam case
linked to the previous YSR
Congress Party
government. He arrived at the
ED regional office in Hyder-
abad, where officials ques-
tioned him as part of a money
laundering probe related to al-
leged irregularities in the
state’s excise policy.

The investigation concerns a
liquor policy implemented be-
tween 2019 and 2024, during
which large scale fund misap-

propriation and kickbacks are
alleged to have taken place.
Officials estimate that nearly
Rs 3,500 crore was siphoned
off over five years through ma-
nipulation of licences, brand
approvals and supply arrange-
ments. The Enforcement Direc-
torate began its probe based on
an FIR registered by Andhra
Pradesh Police after the change
of government in 2024. Earlier,
a Special Investigation Team
questioned Vijayasai Reddy,
who quit the YSRCP and re-
signed as a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber last year.

The SIT has named several
accused, including sitting MPs,
retired IAS officers, distillery
firms and shell company oper-

ators. YSRCP MP P V Midhun
Reddy, who was arrested earli-
er and later released on bail,
has been summoned by the ED
for questioning on Friday.
Investigators say the case
highlights serious lapses in
governance and has triggered
wider scrutiny of policy deci-
sions taken during the previous
administration, as the probe
continues to expand across po-
litical and bureaucratic circles.
Authorities said further ques-
tioning and financial analysis
will determine individual re-
sponsibility and possible pros-
ecution as agencies trace mon-
ey trails and examine docu-
ments linked to the alleged
scam in the coming days.

SC allows Hindu prayers, namaz on
Basant Panchami at disputed complex

NEW DELHI

In a major ruling on Thurs-
day, the Supreme Court has
allowed both Hindus and
Muslims to pray at the Bho-
jshala Temple-Kamal Maula
Mosque complex in Dhar,
Madhya Pradesh. The deci-
sion comes ahead of Basant
Panchami, which falls on Fri-
day, January 23, this year.
The Court, led by Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M. Pancholi, gave de-
tailed directions to ensure
both communities can carry
out their religious rituals
peacefully. Hindus can per-
form Saraswati Puja through-
out the day in a specially des-
ignated area, while Muslims
may offer Friday namaz from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in a separate
part of the complex. Special
passes will be issued to those
attending the prayers.

The Bhojshala complex,
protected by the
Archaeological Survey of
India, remains a subject
of dispute, with the main
case over its religious
status still pending
before the Court

During the hearing, senior
advocate Salman Khurshid,
representing the mosque com-
mittee, pointed out that simi-
lar arrangements had been
made in 2006, 2013, and 2016
when Basant Panchami coin-

cided with Friday. Hindu
counsel Vishnu Shankar Jain
requested uninterrupted ac-
cess for devotees, as the festi-
val is traditionally celebrated
from sunrise to sunset.

The Supreme Court urged
both communities to respect
each other and cooperate with
authorities to maintain peace.
The Bhojshala complex, pro-
tected by the Archaeological
Survey of India, remains a
subject of dispute, with the
main case over its religious
status still pending before the
Court.

Sabarimala gold heist:
demands ministerial resignations

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Assembly re-
mained stalled on Thursday
as the Opposition intensified
its protest over the Sabarima-
la gold theft case. Leader of
the Opposition V.D. Sathee-
san said the matter needed
ministerial resignations, not
another discussion in the
House.

Speaking to the media out-
side the Assembly, Satheesan
said the Opposition did not
give notice for a debate be-
cause there was “nothing left
to discuss”. He pointed out
that the High Court, in its No-
vember 5 order, had already
made serious and shocking
observations on the case.

Satheesan demanded the
resignation of Devaswom
Minister V.N. Vasavan and
alleged that pressure was be-
ing exerted from the Chief
Minister’s Office on the
Special Investigation Team
probing the case. He said
the court had noted that
even after the 2019 gold
theft, where prime accused
Unnikrishnan Potti allegedly
misused 475 grams of
gold, the Devaswom Board
again gave him gold-plating
work, ignoring court
directions.

He further said the court
observed that Potti was sum-
moned again in 2024 through
an “urgent” letter from the
then Devaswom Board pres-

Satheesan

ident, followed by an order
allowing the work under
sponsorship. According to
Satheesan, the court also
pointed out that despite hav-
ing enough time before the
Mandalam season, a situation
of urgency was created by
sending out the Dwarapalaka
idols in 2025.

Holding Minister Vasavan
and the then Board president
responsible, Satheesan said
resignation was the only an-
swer. He criticised treasury
bench ministers for trying to
divert attention by mention-
ing Sonia Gandhi. “Did So-
nia Gandhi steal the gold?”
he asked, adding that photos
with leaders were not the
issue.

India sends
cancer medicines
to Afghan patients

NEW DELHI

India on Thursday delivered 7.5 tonnes of life-saving
cancer medicines to Kabul to help meet the urgent
needs of cancer patients in Afghanistan.

The Ministry of External Affairs said the support
reflects India’s continued commitment to the welfare
of the Afghan people.

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India re-
mains dedicated to providing humanitarian assistance,
especially in the healthcare sector. He added that the
medicines were sent to address the growing shortage
of cancer treatment in

Afghanistan.

The delivery follows recent high-level discussions
between the two countries. In December, Afghani-
stan’s Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi Noor Jalal
Jalali, met Union Health and Family Welfare Minister
Jagat Prakash Nadda in New Delhi. The talks focused
on strengthening cooperation in healthcare, sharing
medical expertise, training Afghan health workers and
ensuring a steady supply of quality medicines.

Cancer treatment, medical visas for Afghan patients
and support for health facilities were key topics during
the meeting. Jalali thanked India for its continued help
and highlighted further needs to improve Afghani-
stan’s health system.

Minister Nadda reaffirmed India’s commitment to
support Afghan citizens through medicines, vaccines
and medical equipment. He said a CT scan machine,
along with medicines and vaccines, would soon be
sent to a children’s hospital in Kabul. He also assured
easier access to medical treatment for Afghan patients.

India has supplied around 327 tonnes of medicines
and vaccines to Afghanistan over the last four years.
Proposals for a radiotherapy machine and additional
medical supplies are also under process.

Jalali also met AYUSH Minister Prataprao Jadhav
to discuss cooperation in traditional medicine. They
explored plans to set up a traditional medicine insti-
tute and research centre in Kabul, train practitioners
and sign a cooperation agreement.

India assured support in developing research cen-
tres, training systems and expanding future healthcare
cooperation, underlining its long-term humanitarian
commitment.

Regd. & Corp. office : 1101, Sharda Terraces, Plot 65, Sector — 11, CBD Belapur,
Navi Mumbai — 400614. CIN: L65923MH2008PLC261472.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Within the limits of Kattepura Village, Kattepura Grama Panchayath, Arakalagudu Taluk, Hassan District property bearing No:
60, RDPR No. 151600300300300055,This property is owned by Mrs. Hemalatha. On Date 27.02.2024, she has taken a loan
of Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/216/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

Regd. & Corp. office : 1101, Sharda Terraces, Plot 65, Sector — 11, CBD Belapuir,
Navi Mumbai — 400614. CIN: L65923MH2008PLC261472.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Within the limits of Biliguli, Mandya, Mandya Taluk, Mandya District property bearing Khatha No. 96/74/1, PID No.
152100405400200105, This property is owned by Mrs. Nandini. On Date 21.02.2022, she has taken a loan of Rs.8,90,000/-
(Rupees Eight Lakh Ninety Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/387/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Yagachikatte Village, Kibbanahalli Hobli, Tiptur Taluk, Tumkur District property bearing Khatha No. 53, PID
No. 152500801200300053,This property is owned by Mrs. Kamalakshamma. On Date 21.03.2024, she has taken a loan
Rs.6,00,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/271/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Chavada Ghatta, Sheelanere Hobli, K.R.Pete Taluk, Mandya District property bearing Khatha No. 3/1, PID
No. 152100101400620034,This property is owned by Mrs. Kavya K R. On Date 09.02.2024, she has taken a loan of
Rs.9,50,000/- (Rupees Nine Lakh Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same
property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was
announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act.
Case No. Crl.Misc/392/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Chikkakereyuru Village, Chikkakereyuru Gramapanchayath, Hampapura Hobli, H.D.Kote Taluk, Mysuru
District property bearing Katha No-348, Panchayath Unique No0.152200100407700555,This property is owned by Mrs.
Kempamma. On Date 22.12.2023, she has taken a loan of Rs.6,00,000/- (Rupees Six Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small
Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he
has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been
filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/619/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble
court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any
transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any
such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Lakshmipura Village, Ichanahalli Grama Panchayath, Holenarasipura Taluk, Hassan District property
bearing No: 80, RDPR No.151600700800200083, This property is owned by Mrs. LAKSHMI. On Date 21.12.2023, she has
taken a loan of Rs.4,00,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same
property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was
announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act.
Case No. Crl.Misc/212/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Ayathanahalli Village, Ravandooru Hobli, Periyapatna Taluk, Mysuru District property bearing Khatha No.
94, PID No. 152200601119620091,This property is owned by Mr. Mahadeva. On Date 21.11.2023, he has taken a loan of
Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
SECS NO. 114/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Jakanahalli Village, Kyathanahalli Grama Panchayath, Holenarasipura Taluk, Hassan District property
bearing No: 184, RDPR No.151600702401500230, This property is owned by Mrs. NEELAMMA. On Date 08.08.2024, she
has taken a loan of Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the
same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank
was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI
Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/218/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Yelechakanahalli Village, Tubinakere Gramapanchayath, Manday Taluk, Mandya District Property bearing
Katha No-130/98, Panchayath Unique No.152100408500400661,This property is owned by Mr. Ningegowda. On Date
05.02.2024, he has taken a loan Rs.4,50,000/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance
Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid
any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under
Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/455/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any
transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like
Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction.
The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Mayanganahalli Village & Post, Mayanganahalli Gramapanchayath, Kasaba Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk,
Ramanagara District property bearing Khatha No. 278/199/209/B, PID No. 152900402101221030, This property is owned by
Mr. Praveen M. On Date 22.05.2023, he has taken a loan Rs.3,50,000/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only) from
Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house
documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA)
hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/225/2025 bank got physical possession
order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not
involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable
for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Mayigonahalli Gram panchayat Naragallu village property bearing Khatha No. 178/280, PID No.
152100501300520085, This property is owned by Mrs.Prema. On Date 24.06.2024, she has taken a loan of Rs.10,00,000/-
(Rupees Ten Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/439/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Muddanahalli, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 134/132, PID No.
151600201600600155,This property is owned by Mr. Prithvi Raj. On Date 11.09.2023, he has taken a loan of Rs.8,00,000/-
(Rupees Eight Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIES| Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/178/2025 bank got
physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence
public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be
responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Chidaravalli Village, Chidaravalli Gramapanchayath, T.Narasipura Taluk, Mysuru District property bearing
Katha No-139/170, Panchayath Unique No.152200701307700146,This property is owned by Mr. C.S. Mahesha. On Date
17.11.2022, he has taken a loan of Rs.6,50,000/- (Rupees Sixe Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance
Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any
EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14
of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. SECS NO. 112/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction
relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has
kept for auction.

Within the limits of Koragere Village, Koragere Grama Panchayath, Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk, Tumakuru District property
bearing No: 273, Form No: 11B, RDPR No.152500100701120032,This property is owned by Mrs. RADHA MANI. On Date
28.07.2024, she has taken a loan Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by
pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the
Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the
SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/326/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to
the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Thoutanahalli Village, H. Byadarahalli Grama Panchayath, Maluru Hobli, Channapatna Taluk and Ramanagara
District property bearing Khatha No. 143/144 and PID No. 152900100800700156,This property is owned by Mrs. Mangalamma.
On Date 28.04.2024, she has taken a loan Rs.7,50,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small
Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not
paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under
Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/284/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any
transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale,
purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said
property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Yagati Village, Yalagatavalli Grama Panchayath, Arakalagudu Taluk, Hassan District property bearing No: 33,
RDPR No.151600300100500311, This property is owned by Mr. MOHANA M B. On Date 29.07.2023, he has taken a loan of
Rs.8,00,000/- (Rupees Eight Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged
the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is
Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/211/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall
not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Mandalekanahalli Village, Ikanahalli Grama Panchayath, Krishnarajapete Taluk, Mandya District property
bearing No: 187, RDPR N0.152100100101120025, This property is owned by Mr. Nagaraju T. On Date 26.02.2024, he has taken a
loan of Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this
account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/451/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Muddanahalli, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 153, PID No.
151600700900600161, This property is owned by Mr. Rajesh. On Date 08.01.2024, he has taken a loan of Rs.10,00,000/-
(Rupees Ten Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/175/2025 bank
got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void,
hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not
be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Kuggaluru Village, Kasuvinahalli Grama Panchayath, Nanjangud Taluk, Mysore District property bearing
No: 203/286/286, PID No.152200502909120035, This property is owned by Mr. Rakesha H. On Date 06.04.2024, he has
taken a loan of Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same
property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was
announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act.
Case No. Crl.Misc/628/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Chikkahanasoge Village, Chunchanakatte Hobli, Saligrama Taluk, Mysuru District property bearing Khatha
No. 216, PID No. 152200300107300467,This property is owned by Mrs. Saraswathi. On Date 20.01.2024, she has taken a
loan of Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
SECS NO. 107/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.
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No point in attending Assembly
without LoP status: Jagan

He says the YSRCP is the only opposition party in the House and deserves official recognition

AMARAVATI

YSR Congress Party president
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Thursday said there was no
meaning in attending the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly unless he is
granted the status of Leader of
the Opposition. He stated that the
YSRCP is the only opposition
party in the House and deserves
official recognition.

Speaking to reporters, the for-
mer Chief Minister questioned
the Assembly Speak-er on why
opposition party status was being
denied to YSRCP. He said only
the LoP position would allow

bly sessions.

him enough time and space to
highlight what he called the
wrong actions of the coalition
government. Jagan added that
democracy itself should be ques-
tioned if the sole opposi-
tion party is ignored.
His remarks came a
day after Speaker Chin-
takayala Ayyanna Patru-
du suggested a “no
work, no pay” rule for
MLASs who skip Assem-

The Speaker also proposed the
idea of a “right to recall” elected
representatives. All 11 YSRCP
MLAs have been boycotting the

Assembly since 2024.

On his proposed padayatra, Ja-
gan said the decision would be
taken at the right time. He earli-
er told party workers that a pa-
dayatra would begin af-
ter one year and contin-
ue among the people for
another year.

Jagan strongly criti-
cised Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, ac-
cusing him of taking
credit for the compre-
hensive land resurvey done
during the YSRCP rule. He said
the previous government spent
26,000 crore and deployed near-

ly 40,000 staff to issue secure
land titles under Bhu Raksha
and Bhu Hakku schemes.

He alleged that the present
government merely changed
the colour of passbooks,
claimed credit, and even took
central funds meant for the
project. He said errors in new
passbooks were troubling
farmers.

Jagan also accused the coali-
tion government of corruption,
rising sand prices, gambling,
liquor issues, and favouritism in
Amaravati works, claiming peo-
ple would soon see through
these actions.

MBBS counseli
schedule an-nounced
for 50 J&K students

JAMMU

The J&K Board of Professional Entrance Examinations
(BOPEE) on Thursday an-nounced the counselling
schedule for 50 MBBS students of Shri Mata Vaishno
De-vi Institute of Medical Excellence (SMVDIME).
These students will be allocated seats in seven new
government medical colleges of the union territory.

According to the notification, physical counselling
will take place on January 24, 2026, starting at 10 a.m.,
and all 50 selected candidates will be assigned colleges
on the basis of merit and preference. The supernumer-
ary seats were created fol-lowing orders from the Na-
tional Medical Commission (NMC). The entire coun-
sel-ling process will be completed on the same day.

BOPEE stated that detailed information has already
been issued in notification number 015 of 2026 and
uploaded on the board’s official website. Candidates
have been informed through multiple communication
channels.

The announcement comes after a period of uncer-
tainty when the NMC tempo-rarily withdrew recogni-
tion of SMVDIME due to inadequate faculty and in-
fra-structure. The situation was further complicated by
protests from the Sangharsh Samiti, which opposed
admissions of 14 non-Hindu students, claiming the
college was exclusively for Hindu candidates. The
J&K Chief Minister rejected this claim, noting the col-
lege receives government grants and does not have
minority status.

BOPEE has urged candidates to check the official
website for further updates and follow the counselling
schedule carefully to secure their MBBS seats.

BJP calls Mamata
claim misleading on
admitcards

KOLKATA

The Bharatiya Janata Party on Thursday accused West
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-mata Banerjee of mislead-
ing people by claiming the Election Commission of
India was compelled to accept Madhyamik examina-
tion admit cards as valid identity proof during Special
Intensive Revision hearings.

The Madhyamik examination is the Class Ten board
test conducted by the West Bengal Board of Secondary
Education.

BJP IT cell chief and party ob-
server for the state, Amit Malviya,
said the Chief Min-ister’s statement
distorted the facts mentioned in the
Election Commission’s offi-cial cir-
cular.

Malviya said the circular clearly
stated that the Madhyamik admit
card can be used only along with
the Madhyamik pass certificate
during hearings, and not as a stand-
alone identity document.

He said the Trinamool Congress celebrated the de-
cision as a big political win, pro-jecting it as a victory
achieved by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

However, he argued that a careful reading showed
that both documents are re-quired, meaning an admit
card alone would not be accepted for voter verifi-
ca-tion.

According to Malviya, this condition ensures that
fake or fabricated documents cannot be misused during
the verification process.

He also claimed that such safeguards prevent ineli-
gible names from entering elec-toral rolls, which he
said was being falsely portrayed otherwise by the rul-
ing par-ty.

The BJP maintained that the Election Commission
acted independently and fol-lowed existing rules, re-
jecting suggestions of political pressure or court driv-
en compulsion.

As political sparring continues, the party said voters
should rely on official notices and verified documents
during the revision process, and avoid confusion cre-
ated by misleading claims and exaggerated statements
public.

Cong targets BJP over MP chief
secretary’s corruption remarks

BHOPAL come routine un-der BJP rule and
claimed files do not move without
bribes.

Leader of Opposition Umang Sing-
har also slammed the government, call-
ing the reported remarks an admission
from within the system. He said the
comments showed that corruption was
not an Opposition allegation but some-
thing acknowledged by the govern-
ment’s own machinery. Singhar ac-
cused the BJP of allowing corruption to
flourish at every level of administra-
tion.

He further said that when officers
are caught in corrupt practices, ordi-
nary citi-zens cannot expect justice,
transparency, or proper services. Ac-
cording to him, this reflected a failed
model of governance rather than good
administration.

Singhar demanded that Madhya
Pradesh be freed from middlemen and
commis-sion agents, insisting that ac-
countability must begin at the top. He
said the state urgently needs clean gov-
ernance and strict action against cor-
rupt officials.

The Madhya Pradesh Congress on Thurs-
day strongly attacked the BJP-led state
government following reported remarks
by Chief Secretary Anurag Jain that hint-
ed at widespread corruption in districts.

The comments, allegedly made during
a Collector—Commissioner conference,
have triggered sharp political reactions.

According to media reports, the Chief
Secretary warned district collectors that
“nothing is hidden” from him and
claimed he receives direct complaints
about ir-regularities. He reportedly said
he is aware of everything happening in
the dis-tricts. Though no official state-
ment has been issued, the remarks have
given fresh ammunition to the Opposi-
tion.

State Congress president Jitu Patwari
questioned the government’s silence de-
spite such serious claims. Addressing
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, he asked
why no ac-tion had been taken against
even a single collector if the top bureau-
cracy was ful-ly aware of corruption.
Patwari alleged that corruption had be-
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Within the limits of Hoovinakopalu Village, Malavalli Taluk, Mandya District property bearing Khatha No. 67/734, PID No.
152100302400300084,This property is owned by Mr. Shivamurthy. On Date 28.09.2022, he has taken a loan of
Rs.4,00,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/390/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

Within the limits of Vadagarahalli Village, Bagivalu Grama Panchayath, Gandsi Hobli, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District
property bearing No: 119, RDPR No.151600202500720050, This property is owned by Mrs. Shwetha R. On Date 12.04.2024,
she has taken a loan of Rs.4,50,000/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank
Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any
EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under
Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/210/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any
transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like
Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction.
The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Moorundi Village, Siddahatti, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 249, PID No.
151600700400320070,This property is owned by Mrs. Sulochana. On Date 24.01.2024, she has taken a loan of Rs.
6,00,000/- (Rupees Six Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged
the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account
Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/180/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Huligere Village, Channarayapatna Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 11, PID No.
151600500301000011,This property is owned by Mr. Suresh.H.C. On Date 25.04.2023, he has taken a loan of Rs.7,00,000/-
(Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the
original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is
Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/179/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Kallahalli Village, Thadasuru Post, Tiptur Taluk, Tumkur District property bearing Khatha No. 49/45, PID No.
152500801600920051,This property is owned by Mrs. Theertha Kumari. On Date 27.04.2023, she has taken a loan
Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/269/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Upparahalli Village, Baragudu Post, Handanakere Hobli, Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk, Tumkur District
property bearing Khatha No. 2, PID No. 152500101800820048,This property is owned by Mrs. Vijaya Bai. On Date
13.02.2024, she has taken a loan Rs.4,25,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Twenty Five Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small
Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he
has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been
filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/270/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble
court if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any
transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any
such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Kanakatte Village, Kanakatte Grama Panchayath, Arasaikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing No:
628/237/7 34, Form No: 9 & 11A, RDPR No.151600200300220171,This property is owned by Mr. K S RANGASWAMI. On
Date 15.05.2023, he has taken a loan Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited
by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to
the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of
the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/214/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction
relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should notinvolve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property
has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Chalya Village, Shravana Belagola Hobli, Chennarayapattana Taluk, Hassan District property bearing
Khatha No. 443, PID No. 151600500301520105, This property is owned by Mr.Shivakumar C.R. On Date 26.05.2023, he has
taken a loan Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same
property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was
announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act.
Case No. Crl.Misc/181/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

Within the limits of Bindalli Village, Bannangadi Panchayath, Pandavapura Taluk, Mandya District property bearing Khatha No.
213/139/2, PID No. 152100602000500249, This property is owned by Mr. Shivakumar. On Date 07.03.2023, he has taken aloan
Rs.6,90,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Ninety Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same
property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was
announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act.
Case No. Crl.Misc/391/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should notinvolve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation
of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of HIREHALLI VILLAGE, KASABA HOBLI, H.D.KOTE TALUK, MYSORE DISTRICT BEARING OLD
PROPERTY NO-202, NEW PROPERTY NO 152200101201000253,This property is owned by MR. SHIVANNA. On Date
15.05.2025, he has taken a loan Rs. 6,63,887/- (Rupees Six Lakh Sixty Three Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty Seven Only)
from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house
documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA)
hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/606/2025 bank got physical possession
order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not
involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable
for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Within the limits of BOOKANAKERE VILLAGE, BOOKANAKERE GRAM PANCHAYATH, BOOKANKER-E HOBLIK R PETE
TALUK MANDYA DISTRICT PROPERTY BEARING KATHA NO. 667/613/1, PANCHAYATH UNIQUE NO.
1521001007001005, This property is owned by MR, SUNIL B K. On Date 15- Apr-25, he has taken a loan Rs. 7,31,295.12I-
(Rupees Seven Lakh Thirty One Thousand Two Hundred Ninety Five and Paise Twelve Only) from Suryoday Small
Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he
has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been
filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/393/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble
court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any
transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any
such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of GANJIGERE VILLAGE ARSIKERE TALUK, HASSAN DISTRICT Property E- SWOTHU KATHA 9 AND
11A, PROPERTY BEARING NO. 72, PID NO. 151600203500600062, This property is owned by MRS. VIJAYAMMA. On Date
15.05.2025, She has taken a loan Rs. 6,14,419.00/- (Rupees Six Lakh Fourteen Thousand Four Hundred Nineteen Only)
from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house
documents and She has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA)
hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI| Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/215/2025 bank got physical possession
order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not
involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable
for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Shyanaboganahalli Village, Odamballi Gramapanchayath, Virupakshipur Hobli, Channarayapattana Taluk,
Ramanagara District property bearing Khatha No. 214/179/149/4 and PID No. 152900101300053, This property is owned by
Mrs. Thayamma. On Date 16.02.2023, she has taken a loan Rs.3.75,000/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Seventy-Five Thousand
Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and
house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account
(NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Cri misc no 608/2025 bank got physical
possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence
public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be
responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Kurubara Hosalli Village, Gurupura Gramapanchayath, HunsuruTaluk, Mysuru District property bearing
Katha No-9/9, Panchayath Unique No.152200202517500197,This property is owned by Mrs. Thayamma. On Date
18.10.2022, she has taken a loan of Rs.6,00,000/- (Rupees Six Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by
pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the
Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the
SARFIESIAct. Case No. Crl.Misc/608/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating
to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property
has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Mylanahalli Village, Puralehalli Grama Panchayath, Arasaikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing No:
29, Form No: 9 & 11A, RDPR No.151600201500920010,This property is owned by Mr. KUMARASWAMY. On Date
30.06.2023, he has taken a loan Rs.3,00,000/- (Rupees Three Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by
pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the
Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the
SARFIESIAct. Case No. Crl.Misc/213/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating
to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property
has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Seegekote Village, Shivanahalli Grama Panchayath, Kasaba Hobli, Kanakapura Taluk, Ramanagara
District property bearing Khatha No. 5/6/A3, PID No. 152900202800920465, This property is owned by Mrs. Lakshmi. On
Date 02.03.2023, she has taken a loan Rs.4,00,000/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited
by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to
the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of
the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/226/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction
relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property
has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Mallasandra Village, Tumkur Taluk, Tumkur District property bearing Khatha No. 1026/31/10 PID No.
152500901700220512,This property is owned by Mr. Manjunatha. On Date 17.03.2024, he has taken a loan Rs.6,00,000/-
(Rupees Six Lakhs Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/327/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Muddanahalli, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 108/70, PID No.
151600203600200182,This property is owned by Mrs. Radhamma. On Date 19.05.2023, she has taken a loan of
Rs.7,00,000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/176/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Regd. & Corp. office : 1101, Sharda Terraces, Plot 65, Sector — 11, CBD Belapur,
Navi Mumbai — 400614. CIN: L65923MH2008PLC261472.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Within the limits of Moorundi Village, Siddahatti, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 57, PID No.
151600203300820177,This property is owned by Mr. Abhilash. On Date 25.04.2023, he has taken a loan of Rs.7,61,052/-
(Rupees Seven Lakh Sixty One Thousand Fifty Two Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the
same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank
was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI
Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/174/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court, if any transaction relating to the said
property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or
Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for
auction.

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

Within the limits of Kalasuru Village, H.D.Kote Taluk, Mysuru District property bearing Katha No-131/115, Panchayath Unique
No0.152200102625100038,This property is owned by Mr. Beeresha S. On Date 09.02.2024, he has taken a loan
Rs.5,50,000/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Fifty Thousand Rupees Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging
the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank,
Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the
SARFIESIAct. Case No. Crl.Misc/607/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating
to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase,
Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property
has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Niluvagilu Village, Maddur Taluk, Mandya District Property bearing Katha No-55/21, Panchayath Unique
No.152100201200800111,This property is owned by Mrs. Bhavya. On Date 22.03.2024, she has taken a loan of
Rs.4,00,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/388/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Chandahalli Village, Malavalli Taluk, Mandya District Property bearing No.180/12, PID No.
152100303600600313,This property is owned by Mr. Chikadhoda. On Date 13.11.2023, he has taken aloan of Rs.9,00,000/-
(Rupees Nine Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/389/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Maragowdanahalli Village, Paduvalahippe Grama Panchayath, Holenarasipura Taluk, Hassan District
property bearing No: 363, RDPR No. 151600701800220145,This property is owned by Mrs. Gayithri. On Date 24.03.2023,
she has taken a loan of Rs.4,45,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Forty-Five Thousand Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank
Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any
EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under
Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/217/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any
transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like
Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction.
The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Doddahejjaluru, Hanagodu Hobli, Hunsuru Taluk, Mysuru District property bearing Khatha No. 95/195, PID
No. 15220203015300126, This property is owned by Mrs. Geetha. On Date 27.12.2022, she has taken aloan of Rs.5,00,000/-
(Rupees Five Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. SECS NO. 109/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Maniyambal Village, Thokasandra Grama Panchayath, Maralavada Hobli, Kanakapura Taluk,
Ramanagara District property bearing Khatha No. 218/1, PID No. 152900202501800199,This property is owned by Mr.
Gopala. On Date 24.03.2023, he has taken aloan of Rs.6,50,000/- (Rupees Six Lakh Fifty Thousand Only) from Suryoday
Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and
he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has
been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/224/2025 bank got physical possession order from
hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should notinvolve any
transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any
such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Chikkakereyuru Village, Chikkakereyuru Gramapanchayath, H.D.Kote Taluk, Mysuru District property
bearing Katha No-147, Panchayath Unique No.152200100407700313,This property is owned by Mrs. Gowramma. On Date
24.06.2023, she has taken a loan of Rs.3,75,000/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Seventy Five Thousand Only) from Suryoday
Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and
he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has
been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/620/2025 bank got physical possession order from
hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any
transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any
such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Honnenahalli Village, Channarayapatna Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 282, PID No.
151600502001020013,This property is owned by Mr. Harish. On Date 12.09.2023, he has taken a loan of Rs.10,00,000/-
(Rupees Ten Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property, mortgaged the original
purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced this account Is Non
Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No. Crl.Misc/177/2025
bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is considered as null and
void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any right/interest the bank
shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.

Within the limits of Harathnahalli Village, Banavara Hobli, Arasikere Taluk, Hassan District property bearing Khatha No. 164/H,
PID No. 151600201501020069, This property is owned by Mr. Harish Naik. On Date 06.11.2023, he has taken a loan of
Rs.4,00,000/- (Rupees Four Lakh Only) from Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited by pledging the same property,
mortgaged the original purchase deed and house documents and he has not paid any EMI to the Bank, Bank was announced
this account Is Non Performing account (NPA) hence case has been filed under Section 14 of the SARFIESI Act. Case No.
Crl.Misc/182/2025 bank got physical possession order from hon'ble court ,if any transaction relating to the said property is
considered as null and void, hence public should not involve any transaction like Sale, purchase, Transfer or Creation of any
right/interest the bank shall not be responsible or liable for any such Transaction. The said property has kept for auction.
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UK refuses to join Donald Trump Peace Board

QUICK READ

3deadin shootingin

Australia’s New South Britain’s government cites legal and political concerns as it holds back from joining Trump’s new international
Wales peace initiative, with Russian participation and Ukraine’s war at the center of the debate
Whales LONDON government required more clarity  per described the proposal as a legal ~ has served as the primary platform Key points

Three people have died before committing. treaty that raises much broader is-  for global diplomacy and conflict * President Donald Trump un-

resolution since the end of World
War Two.

Notably, several of the United
States’ traditional allies have so far
declined to commit to the initiative.

and another injured after
a shooting in a small
town in New South
Wales, Australia, police
have said. Emergency ser-

sues than its initially stated aim of
helping to end the Isracl-Hamas
war in Gaza. She noted that the
draft charter put forward by the
White House does not explicit-

UK Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper
has said that the United Kingdom
will not, for now, sign up to US
President Donald Trump’s proposed
Board of Peace, citing concerns

veiled the 'Board of Peace' at the
2026 World Economic Forum,
aiming to resolve global conflicts
with broad international
participation.

The Board of Peace, unveiled by

the United States, is bemg - -
presented as a new inter-
national organisation
aimed at resolving global

vices were about the possible participation of  conflicts. Under the pro- ly reference Gaza or the Pales-  None of the other permanent mem-

calledtoa Russian President Vladimir Putin  posed structure, Presi- » tinian territories, raising ques-  bers of the UN Security Council * The UK declined to sign the
residential and the broader implications of the  dent Trump would serve tions about its scope, intent and ~ China, France, Russia and the UK board's founding treaty due to

areain Lake initiative. as chairman with long-term impact. have agreed to participate at this concerns over Russian involve-
Cargelligo On the sidelines of the World Eco- wide-ranging deci- Critics have argued that the pro-  stage, highlighting the degree of in- ment and the absence of direct
at about nomic Forum (WEF) annual meeting  sion-making powers. US posed board appears designed to  ternational caution surrounding the reference to Palestinian

take over or sideline some territories.
functions traditionally
carried out by the
United Nations,
particularly those
of the UN Security

Council, which

16:40 local time (05 40
GMT). The suspect is still
ontherunandis believed

to have fled in a vehicle,
NSW police confirmed. A

man and woman were
found shot dead in a vehi-

proposal.

Launching the board at a high-pro-
file signing ceremony in Davos
alongside global leaders, President
Trump insisted that the initiative was
not intended to replace the United
Nations.

in Davos, Cooper confirmed that
while the UK had been invited to
join the board, it would not be
among the signatories at the launch
ceremony. We’ve been invited, but
we won’t be one of the signatories
today, she said, underlining that the

officials have promoted the
initiative as a bold step
towards faster and
more decisive in-
ternational
peace-building.
However, Coo-

* Several countries, including
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt, and
Israel, have expressed interest,
with permanent membership
requiring a $1 billion contribution.

cle, a second shooting
soon afterwards killed a
woman and left amanin
a critical conditionin
hospital, police said.

2 dead, several missing after
landshdes strlke N ew Zealand

Son-in-law of Venezuela
opposition leader Gonzalez

Industry leaders hail freed from pI‘i son
India asapromising WELLINGTON ground and continuing rain-
growth hub fall posing risks to both vic- | CARACAS freeing detainees that has un-
At least two people have died tims and first responders. folded in Venezuela since a
Davos and several others are feared Describing the scale of de- | Rafael Tudares, the son-in-  dramatic shift in the country’s

Industry leaders and in-
vestors from across Eu-
rope and beyond have ex-
pressed strong confi-
dence in India’s economic
future, describing the
country as one of the
most attractive markets
for global businesses. On
the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
here, they highlighted In-
dia’s large consumer
base, stable political envi-
ronment, rapid infrastruc-
ture development and
growing trust among in-
ternational investors. Sat-
ish Rao, President of the
Swiss Chamber, said India
stands out as an excep-
tional market in today’s
global scenario. | strongly
believe and agree that in
today’s situation, India is
an amazing market for
global players for the fol-
lowing reasons, he
mentioned.

buried after powerful land-
slides struck parts of New
Zealand’s North Island, fol-
lowing days of intense rainfall
that has battered the region.
Emergency services are con-
tinuing search and rescue op-
erations amid challenging
conditions, as authorities
warn that the situation re-
mains critical.

The confirmed fatalities
were reported at Welcome
Bay, where a landslide swept
through residential areas,
causing extensive damage. In
a separate incident, rescue
workers are searching through
debris at a popular camp-
ground on Mount Maunganui,
where several people are be-
lieved to have been buried
when a large volume of earth
and debris collapsed after pro-
longed rainfall.

Authorities said there are
currently no signs of life at
the affected campground site.
Emergency officials noted

that they have a rough idea of
how many people may be
missing, but an exact figure
has not yet been confirmed.
The group feared trapped un-
der the rubble reportedly in-
cludes at least one young girl,
adding to the gravity of the
situation.

The landslides were trig-
gered by days of heavy and
persistent rain across the
North Island, which also
caused widespread flooding,
road closures and power out-
ages. Several communities

Severe landslides
triggered by heavy
rainfall have claimed
two lives in New
Zealand, with several
others feared buried

have been cut off, while
emergency crews work
around the clock to restore
essential services and assist
displaced residents. Weather
conditions have complicated
rescue efforts, with unstable

struction, a senior government
minister said parts of the east
coast resembled a war zone,
underlining the unprecedented
nature of the damage. Homes
have been inundated, infra-
structure severely affected,
and thousands of residents
have been forced to evacuate
as a precaution.

Emergency management
authorities have urged people
in vulnerable areas to remain
vigilant and follow official
advisories, warning that fur-
ther landslides are possible if
heavy rains persist. Tempo-
rary shelters have been set up
for evacuees, while welfare
teams are providing food,
medical assistance and psy-
chological support.

The disaster has once again
highlighted New Zealand’s
vulnerability to extreme
weather events, which scien-
tists say are becoming more
frequent and intense due to
climate change

law of Venezuelan opposition
leader Edmundo Gonzalez,
has been released from prison
after spending more than a
year in detention, his wife an-
nounced on social media on
Thursday. Tudares returned
home following what his fam-
ily described as 380 days of
unjust and arbitrary detention,
marking a notable develop-
ment amid Venezuela’s ongo-
ing political turmoil.

Tudares was detained in ear-
ly January 2025 when hooded
men intercepted his vehicle in
Caracas while he was taking
his children to school, accord-
ing to human rights accounts
documented last year. He was
later charged in a judiciary pro-
cess that critics called irregular
and was reportedly handed a
lengthy sentence on unspeci-
fied charges, with his family
arguing he was targeted due to
his connection to Gonzalez.

His release is part of a
broader but slow process of

political landscape earlier this
month. On January 3, Nicolas
Maduro was captured by US
forces and taken to New York
to face drug-trafficking
charges, an unprecedented
event that has reshaped power
dynamics in Caracas. Delcy
Rodriguez, Maduro’s former
vice-president, was sworn in
as acting president with sup-
port from the Donald Trump
administration, which has pub-
licly backed the interim gov-
ernment during the transition.

Since these developments,
Venezuelan authorities have
released a number of political
prisoners — though the pace
and scale of these releases
have drawn criticism from
rights groups and families of
detainees. Advocacy organisa-
tions say hundreds of political
prisoners remain behind bars,
and some freed individuals
continue to face restrictions
such as travel bans and court
oversight.

SA cops not yet able to defeat gangs Min

CAPE TOWN

South Africa's Police Minister
Firoz Cachalia has said that
the security forces are not yet
able to defeat deadly criminal
gangs, in a stark admission
that underscores the scale of
the country's crime crisis.
Gang violence, alongside rob-
beries, accounts for many
murders in South Africa,
which has one of the world's
highest homicide rates.
Cachalia said gang violence
had become increasingly
complex, especially in the
Eastern Cape and Western
Cape provinces, requiring
new strategies beyond tradi-
tional policing. I do not be-
lieve that we are currently in
a position to defeat these
gangs, the minister told jour-

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

nalists. South Africa, the con-
tinent's most industrialised
nation, has long struggled
with entrenched organised
crime.

Many people in South Afri-
ca own licensed firearms for
personal protection, but there
are many more illegal guns in
circulation. Police data shows
that an average of 63 people

numbers so that
each row, column
and 3x3 section

contain all of the

were killed each day between
April and September last year.
Speaking after his visit to
crime-infested Nelson Man-
dela Bay in Eastern Cape,
Cachalia said criminal gangs
were on a killing spree in the
two provinces.

We had a discussion about
the problem of organised
crime in the Eastern Cape, in-

cluding extortion rackets,
gang violence and related is-
sues, said the minister.

I indicated that this is a
grave problem throughout the
country, that these cartels
wield significant wealth and
power, and that this is deeply
concerning, he added.

Despite the creation of an
anti-gang unit in 2019,
Cachalia said gangsters
seemed to be winning the war.

Establishing gang units
from time to time is an ad hoc
response to a growing prob-
lem. I really don't think that
we should be approaching this
matter in a point-scoring way.

He said South African po-
lice were doing their best to
fight the violence but the
problem is a growing one.
That is my view.

Trump to meet Zelensky as US envoy

KYIV

solvable issue. Witkoff is set to
visit Moscow for discussions

Egisto Ott, 63, is charged
with having handed over in-
formation to Russian intelli-
gence officers and to Jan Mar-
salek, the fugitive executive

rity service.

The spy scandal has revived
fears that Austria remains a
hotbed of Russian espionage
activity and observers will

Restart of world’s biggest
nuclear plant paused after alert

TOKYO

Japan has suspended opera-
tions at the world’s largest
nuclear power plant just hours
after restarting one of its reac-
tors, according to the plant’s
operator, Tokyo Electric Pow-
er Company (Tepco). The sus-
pension occurred after an
alarm sounded during reactor
start-up procedures at the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear
power station, raising fresh
concerns over nuclear safety
in the country.

Tepco spokesperson
Takashi Kobayashi said the
alarm was triggered during
reactor-start-up procedures at
reactor number six, located at
the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant
in Niigata Prefecture. He clar-
ified that despite the alarm,
the reactor remained stable
and there was no radioactive
impact outside the facility.

Egisto Ott abused his author-
ity as an Austrian intelligence
official by collecting large

process. Its restart marked the
first time any reactor at the
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant
had been turned on since the
2011 Fukushima nuclear di-
saster, which profoundly re-
shaped Japan’s nuclear policy
and public attitudes toward
atomic energy.

Following the catastrophic
9.0 magnitude earthquake and
tsunami in March 2011, all 54
of Japan’s nuclear reactors
were shut down after a melt-
down at the Fukushima Daii-

scheduled to restart and is ex-
pected to begin commercial
operations next month, pro-
vided safety checks are com-
pleted. Tepco said it is cur-
rently investigating the cause
of the alarm and has not given
a timeline for when opera-
tions might resume.

The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa
plant once operated seven re-
actors, but its future capacity
will be significantly reduced.
Reactor number seven is not
expected to restart until 2030,

Federation to the detriment of
the Republic of Austria by
collecting secret facts and a
large amount of personal data
from police databases be-

9 4 7 1 3 2 US President Donald Trump  with Russian President Vladi- | Operations were halted as a  chi plant. The disaster caused ~ while the remaining five reac-
will meet Ukrainian President ~ mir Putin. Though he did not | precautionary measure while = widespread radiation leaks  tors may be decommissioned,
Volodymyr Zelensky in Davos  specify the issue, recent nego- | engineers investigate the and forced more than 150,000 leaving the facility operating
3 9 1 on Thursday as efforts intensi-  tiations have focused on the | cause of the incident. people to evacuate their far below its former output.
fy to end the Ukraine war. His ~ Donbas region, including pro- Reactor number six had re-  homes, many of whom have The restart of reactor num-
2 5 3 envoy Steve Witkoff expressed  posals for a demilitarised free | started, a day later than origi-  yet to return despite govern-  ber six had already drawn op-
optimism, saying talks have  economic zone in exchange for | nally planned, after a mal- ment assurances about safety.  position from local residents
8 9 6 3 7 1 narrowed to one remaining,  security guarantees for Kyiv. functioning alarm delayed the The reactor was initially citing safety concerns.
6 8 2 AUSTRIA’S BIGGEST SPY TRIAL
i ma e Austrian ex-agent goes on trial in Russia spying case
9 : 1 gent g pying
SYDNEY German police for alleged They say he did this be- tatives of the Russian intelli-
7 3 2 6 4 9 fraud and is currently be- tween 2015 and 2020 without  gence service, and received
Former intelligence official lieved to be in Moscow, hav- authorisation, often using na-  payment in return.
4 9 2 6 Egisto Ott has gone on trial in  ing fled via Austria in 2020. tional and international police In 2022, prosecutors say,
Vienna on Thursday, accused  The subject of an Interpol databases. Jan Marsalek commissioned
T T30+ 511 < s of spying for Russia in what ~ Red Notice, he is alleged to Prosecutors also charge him  him to obtain a laptop con-
Fill a 9x9 orid with is being dubbed Austria’s big-  be an intelligence asset for the with supporting a secret intel-  taining secret electronic secu-
bl I N L L L L e e gest spy trial in years. FSB, Russia’s secretive secu- ligence service of the Russian  rity hardware used by EU

states for secure electronic
communication. The laptop,
they say, was handed over to
the Russian intelligence ser-
vice. He is also suspected,

: i :—, Z : j : j z d1g1ts between of collapsed German pay-  also be watching closely for ~amounts of personal data, tween 2017 and 2021. reports say, of having passed
1and9. ments firm Wirecard. Jan details that could emerge such as locations, vehicle reg- They say Egisto Ott gave  phone data from senior Aus-

Sl jejri2isfriele Marsalek, who is also an Aus-  about Marsalek. istration numbers, or travel  this information to Jan Mar- trian interior ministry officials

Solutions to Yesterday's puzzle trian citizen, is wanted by Prosecutors in Vienna say ~ movements. salek and unknown represen-  to Russia.
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39.6L works done
under JSJB for

groundwater recharge

New Delhi
Over 39.6 lakh artificial
groundwater recharge
and storage works have
been completed (as of
January 22) under the
catch-the-rain Jal
Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
(JSJB), which was
launched in September
2024, as per an official re-
lease. The initiative seeks
to improve groundwater
recharge through meas-
ures such as rainwater har-
vesting, aquifer recharge,
borewell recharge, and re-
charge shafts. The master
plan for artificial recharge
promotes terrain-specific
recharge techniques based
on water availability. It also
provides a broad outline
for the construction of
1.42 crore rainwater har-
vesting and artificial re-
charge structures.

Industry leaders
hailIndiaasa
promising growth hub

Davos
Industry leaders and in-
vestors from across Eu-
rope and beyond have ex-
pressed strong confi-
dence in India’s economic
future, describing the
country as one of the
most attractive markets
for global businesses. On
the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum, they
highlighted India’s large
consumer base, stable
political environment,
rapid infra development
and growing trust among
international investors.
Swiss Chamber president
Satish Rao said India
stands out as an excep-
tional market in today’s
global scenario. | strongly
agree that in today’s situ-
ation, India is an amazing
market for global players
for the following reasons,
he mentioned.

Goa ties up with
Starlink to enhance
digital connectivity

Panaji
The government of Goa
on Thursday announced
signing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with Elon Musk-led Star-
link Satellite Communica-
tions to strengthen digital
infrastructure and con-
nectivity across the state.
Starlink’s partnership with
the Department of Infor-
mation Technology, Elec-
tronics & Communica-
tions (DITE&C) aims to
explore advanced con-
nectivity solutions to sup-
port digital inclusion, pub-
lic infrastructure, coastal
safety, and emergency re-
sponse capabilities
across the state. The
Government of Goa is
committed to harnessing
technology to drive digital
transformation and
improve the lives of
our citizens.

Indian aviation outlook stable

despite FY26 loss, slowed growth

‘The industry is expected to face a significant net loss of ¥170-180 bn in FY2026,
the outlook remains stable because these “disruptions are expected to be temporary’

NEW DELHI

The outlook on the Indian
aviation industry remains sta-
ble, supported by expectations
of modest growth in domestic
passenger traffic during
FY2026, according to a report
released by ICRA on Thurs-
day. While the sector contin-
ues to face multiple opera-
tional and macroeconomic
challenges, the rating agency
believes these pressures are
largely temporary and unlike-
ly to derail the industry’s me-
dium-term growth trajectory.

Revised growth forecasts
amid headwinds

ICRA has revised its forecast
for domestic air passenger
traffic growth in FY2026 to
0-3 per cent, projecting total
traffic of around 165-170
million passengers. This
marks a downward revision
from its earlier estimate of

4—-6 per cent year-on-year
growth. The reassessment re-
flects a combination of ad-
verse factors witnessed over
the past year. These include
cross-border escalations that
led to flight disruptions and
cancellations, a tragic aircraft
accident in June 2025 that
temporarily dampened pas-
senger confidence, and weak-
er business travel demand
amid headwinds stemming

s

from US tariffs.

IndiGo disruption,

FDTL impact

Operational disruptions also
weighed on traffic volumes.
In particular, significant flight
cancellations by IndiGo be-
tween December 3 and De-
cember 8, 2025 resulted in
approximately 4,500 can-
celled flights, impacting over-
all domestic capacity and pas-

senger movement during the
period.

Despite these challenges,
ICRA has retained its Stable
outlook for the industry, not-
ing that the disruptions are
expected to be short-lived.
The agency has kept its
FY2027 domestic passenger
traffic growth forecast un-
changed at 6-8 per cent.
However, due to the lower
base anticipated in FY2026,
the absolute passenger num-
bers for FY2027 are now pro-
jected at 175—182 million,
compared to the earlier esti-
mate of 179—186 million.

On the international front,
ICRA has also revised its
growth outlook for Indian car-
riers. International passenger
traffic growth for FY2026 is
now estimated at 7-9 per
cent, down from the earlier
projection of 13—15 per cent,
reflecting a more cautious de-
mand environment.

Budget 2026 likely to maintain a

MANDI

The Union government is
likely to present Budget 2026
with a total expenditure of
around Rs 53.5 trillion, capi-
tal expenditure growth of
nearly 15 per cent and a fiscal
deficit target of about 4.2 per
cent of GDP, according to a
report released on Thursday
by OmniScience Capital.

The report projects that tax
revenues will grow by nearly
10 per cent year-on-year in
FY27, supported by an as-
sumed nominal GDP growth
of around 9 per cent. Non-tax
receipts are also expected to
rise close to 10 per cent, re-
flecting normalised dividend
payouts and steady profitabil-
ity of central public sector
enterprises (CPSEs). Impor-
tantly, the estimates do not
factor in any exceptional sur-
plus transfers from the Re-
serve Bank of India, indicat-
ing a conservative revenue
outlook.

On the borrowing front, the
report expects government
borrowings to increase mod-
estly by about 3 per cent year-
on-year. This would translate

strong focus on capex-led growth

e T

into a fiscal deficit of around
4.1-4.2 per cent of GDP in
FY27, in line with the Cen-
tre’s medium-term fiscal con-
solidation roadmap. The pro-
jected deficit level suggests
continued commitment to
balancing growth imperatives
with macroeconomic stability.

Highlighting a significant
shift in fiscal strategy, the re-
port noted a structural trans-
formation in successive
Union Budgets over the past
decade. Capital expenditure
has risen sharply from about
20 per cent of total budgetary
spending in FY16 to over
30.6 per cent in FY26, under-
scoring a decisive move to-
wards asset creation and long-
term growth.

Capital expenditure has re-
corded a compound annual

growth rate (CAGR) of nearly
15 per cent over the past 10
years, significantly outpacing
revenue expenditure growth
of 8.8 per cent. This diver-
gence reflects a sustained pol-
icy focus on infrastructure
development, productivity
enhancement and crowding in
of private investment, rather
than a consumption-driven
fiscal expansion.

The projected capex num-
bers include grants for capital
assets, with total public capi-
tal expenditure estimated at
around Rs 17 lakh crore in
FY27. This scale of invest-
ment reinforces the govern-
ment’s infrastructure-led
growth strategy, which has
been central to boosting eco-
nomic capacity and employ-
ment generation.

NBFCs’ AUM to cross K4L

NEW DELHI

Assets under management
(AUM) of non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs) spe-
cialising in gold loans is set to
register a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 40 per
cent between this fiscal and
next, surpassing Rs 4 lakh
crore by March 2027, a Crisil
Ratings report showed on
Thursday.

According to the report, the
surge will be driven by elevat-
ed gold prices, a shift towards
secured credit and an evolved
regulatory environment, out-
pacing the CAGR of 27 per
cent clocked between fiscals
2023 and 2025.

Large gold-loan NBFCs,
having an established brand
image, are scaling up their

portfollo across existing
branches. Meanwhile, their
mid-sized counterparts are
adopting a dual strategy of
expanding their branch net-
work as well as operating as
originating partners for large
NBFCs and banks, said Apar-
na Kirubakaran, Director, Cri-
sil Ratings.

These efforts, combined
with strong demand amid ele-
vated gold prices, have boost-
ed business per branch for
gold-loan focused NBFCs by
40 per cent over the last two
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crore by FY2

fiscals. Their average AUM
per branch stood at Rs 14
crore in the first six months of
this fiscal compared to Rs 10
crore in fiscal 2024, Kiruba-
karan said.

Gold prices have soared 68
per cent in the first nine
months of this fiscal to an all-
time high. This enhances col-
lateral values, enabling lend-
ers to scale up disbursements.
Furthermore, amid limited
availability of credit from
segments such as unsecured
lending, borrowers are look-
ing out for other sources of
funding.

To capitalise on these lend-
ing opportunities, gold-loan
NBFCs have been expanding
their market presence, despite
stiff competition from Banks,
said the report.

Air India faces
record $1.6
billion loss

NEW DELHI

Air India is set to report a
massive loss of around
%15,000 crore ($1.6 billion)
for FY26, sources say. The
airline’s struggles grew after
the June 2025 Ahmedabad
plane crash that killed over
240 people and Pakistan clos-
ing its airspace, forcing lon-
ger flights.

Before these events, the air-
line was close to breaking
even. Tata Sons and Singa-
pore Airlines are seeking
faster recovery plans. With
losses totaling 332,210 crore
in three years, a new CEO
may be appointed after
the crash report. Travelers
feel the impact of delays and
anxiety.
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WEF to parter
in Telangana’s
‘Rising 2047’ vision

HYDERABAD

The World Economic Forum
has come forward to partner
with the Telangana govern-
ment in its ambitious Telanga-
na Rising 2047 vision, which
aims to transform the State
into a $3 trillion economy.

The development follows a
high-level interaction held on
Thursday on the sidelines of
the WEF 2026 annual meet-
ing in Davos.

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy met Jeremy Jurgens,
Managing Director of the
World Economic Forum, and
Manju George, Head of Stra-
tegic Impact and Integration,
C4IR Network, at the Telan-
gana Pavilion. During the
meeting, the Chief Minister
presented the Telangana Ris-
ing 2047 vision document,
outlining the roadmap and
long-term strategy being im-
plemented to achieve sus-
tained and inclusive econom-
ic growth.

According to the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO), Jer-
emy Jurgens said that the vi-
sion presented by Telangana
opens up multiple avenues for
mutual cooperation. He con-
veyed the WEF’s interest in
partnering with the State and
being part of its long-term de-
velopment journey, noting
that Hyderabad possesses a
strong and diverse talent base
that can support innova-
tion-led growth.

During the discussions, the
Chief Minister also proposed
hosting an annual follow-up
World Economic Forum event

‘The vision presented by
Telangana opens up
multiple avenues for
mutual cooperation’.

in Telangana during July or
August. The proposed plat-
form would serve as a mid-
year review mechanism to
track progress on discussions
and decisions taken at the
WEF’s annual January meet-
ing. The Chief Minister point-
ed out that a one-year gap is
too long in today’s fast-evolv-
ing global business environ-
ment and that more frequent
engagement would help sus-
tain momentum.

The WEF delegation re-
sponded positively to the pro-
posal, despite having received
similar requests from several
countries. Jeremy Jurgens in-
formed the Chief Minister
that the idea would be taken
forward soon. He also re-
ferred to the successful exam-
ple of the ‘Summer Davos’
held annually in China and
noted that Saudi Arabia has
also shown strong interest in
hosting similar engagements.

The meeting also reviewed
the progress of C4IR Telanga-
na, which was launched in Hy-
derabad during BioAsia 2024.
C4IR Telangana is the WEF’s
first thematic Centre for the
Fourth Industrial Revolution in
India focused on healthcare and
life sciences. The centre aims to
drive health-tech innovation,
policy development, and work-
force skilling through close
collaboration with industry and
academia.

Kerala CM to Kick start Vizhinjam
port phase-2 devpt work on Jan 24

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala is set to accelerate its
maritime ambitions with the
launch of Phase-2 construc-
tion of Adani Group’s
Vizhinjam International
Deepwater Seaport on Fri-
day, marking a decisive step
towards positioning the port
as India’s largest transship-
ment hub. The development
programme, involving an
investment of Rs 9,700
crore, will be formally inau-
gurated by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, said State
Ports Minister V.N. Vasavan
on Thursday.

Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal will
attend the event as the chief
guest, underscoring the Cen-
tre’s strategic interest in the
project.

Minister Vasavan said the
second phase represents a
critical scale-up of capacity,
infrastructure and global
competitiveness for Vizhin-

jam, which began commer-
cial operations barely a year
ago. Under Phase-2, Vizhin-
jam’s container handling
capacity will expand five-
fold -- from one million
TEUs to five million TEUs
annually.

Berth length will be in-
creased from the existing
800 metres to 2,000 metres,
and the breakwater will be
extended to four kilometres,
enabling the port to handle
multiple ultra-large contain-
er vessels simultaneously.

Once completed, Vizhin-
jam will become India’s
largest straight-berth port,
capable of accommodating
four mother ships at a time.
New infrastructure planned

in this phase includes a rail-
way yard, a multi-purpose
berth, a liquid terminal and
a tank farm. The liquid ter-
minal, in particular, is ex-
pected to give Vizhinjam a
competitive edge by allow-
ing large vessels to refuel
during long international
voyages, currently available
only at select global ports.

Given Vizhinjam’s prox-
imity to major East-West
shipping lanes, the facility is
expected to attract signifi-
cant additional traffic and
generate substantial tax rev-
enues for the state.

Vasavan said a major ad-
vantage of the Phase-2 ex-
pansion is that it will not
require additional land ac-
quisition. Around 55 hect-
ares will be created through
sea reclamation, while con-
tainer yard capacity will rise
from 35,000 units to
1,00,000 units. The total
number of cranes will in-
crease to 100, including 30
ship-to-shore cranes.

India’s growth story wins global trust at Davos: Vaishnaw

DAVOS

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Thursday said
that global confidence in
Bharat is growing steadily,
with leading international
companies and investors ex-
pressing strong interest in
expanding their engagement
with India during the World
Economic Forum (WEF).
Speaking about a series of
high-level meetings held on
the sidelines of the WEF in
Davos, the minister said In-
dia’s development journey,
reform-driven growth model
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and focus on building fu-
ture-ready infrastructure are
drawing sustained attention
from global industry leaders.
According to him, discus-
sions at Davos reflected a
growing perception of India
as a trusted and reliable part-

ner in global value chains.

Highlighting key corporate
engagements, Vaishnaw said
global logistics major Maersk
is actively working with India
to strengthen logistics infra-
structure across shipping,
ports and railways. He noted
that efficient logistics is criti-
cal for India’s ambition to be-
come a global manufacturing
hub and enhance supply chain
resilience.

The minister added that dis-
cussions also covered cooper-
ation in semiconductor-relat-
ed materials, an area consid-
ered vital for India’s long-

term manufacturing and tech-
nology roadmap. Strengthen-
ing capabilities in this seg-
ment aligns with the country’s
push to reduce import depen-
dence and build a robust elec-
tronics ecosystem.

Vaishnaw further said that
US-based technology firm
Honeywell is partnering with
India in railway modernisa-
tion and has shown keen in-
terest in expanding its manu-
facturing footprint in the
country.

He observed that such col-
laborations directly support
India’s drive for advanced

manufacturing and improved
public infrastructure under the
Make in India initiative.

Investor interest was also
evident from discussions with
Temasek. Vaishnaw said Te-
masek Chairman Teo Chee
Hean expressed a clear desire
to expand Temasek’s presence
in India.

He added that Singapore
remains committed to invest-
ing in India’s physical and
digital infrastructure, as well
as in deep-tech startups, sig-
nalling long-term confidence
in India’s economic funda-
mentals.

‘Accessibility, affordability key
for women’s health goals’

NEW DELHI

Improving accessibility, af-
fordability, and tailoring treat-
ment and diagnostics to wom-
en’s needs are some of the
crucial measures to closing
the health gap for the fairer
sex by 2030, said experts at
the ongoing World Economic
Forum 2026 in Davos. Wom-
en spend 25 per cent more of
their lives in poorer health
than men due to delayed diag-
noses and limited access to
appropriate care.

At a session titled Break-
throughs in women’s health,
the experts highlighted how

insufficient investment in
sex-specific research and in-
novation for women results in
preventable mortality, mor-
bidity, and loss of economic
potential -- estimated to be $1
trillion globally.

The panel unanimously
pointed out that the focus
needs to be on the human side
of implementation.

The greatest innovations
are the ones that will end up
being accessible, affordable,
and used by women around
the world, said Gargee Ghosh
Chasin, President, Global Pol-
icy and Advocacy, Gates
Foundation.
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RCB hesitant over Chinnaswamy
return, flags unresolved ‘grey areas’

Franchise seeks clarity on safety conditions despite govt’s conditional clearance

BENGALURU

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) have expressed reluc-
tance to play their IPL 2026
home matches at the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium, citing un-
resolved “grey areas” even as
the Karnataka government
has given conditional approv-
al for hosting matches at the
venue.

Addressing the media, Kar-
nataka State Cricket Associa-
tion (KSCA) president Ven-
katesh Prasad acknowledged
that the franchise harboured
apprehensions about playing
in Bengaluru. While Prasad
did not spell out the exact
concerns, he said KSCA had
taken several steps to meet
the conditions laid down by
the state authorities following
recent safety reviews.

Soon after, RCB released a
statement clarifying their po-
sition. The franchise said that
while their preference has al-
ways been to play at their
home ground in front of their
passionate supporters, they
wanted greater clarity on the
conditions imposed and the
measures being implemented
to ensure spectator safety.

“From our preliminary con-

versations, there are still a
few grey areas that need to be
looked into,” the statement
said, adding that RCB was
evaluating inputs from all
stakeholders before arriving
at a “responsible decision” for
the team and fans. The fran-
chise reportedly has Mumbai
and Raipur as alternate ven-
ues for their home fixtures.
Prasad, however, urged
RCB to engage proactively
with the state government,
stressing that the onus now

lay with the franchise. “So
far, it has been one-sided.
RCB must take the dialogue
forward and play here rather
than take the game away from
Bengaluru,” he said, pointing
out that the franchise had
grown largely due to the city’s
support.

The renewed scrutiny fol-
lows the June 4 stampede
during RCB’s victory celebra-
tions, which left 11 people
dead. An expert committee
formed under Greater Benga-

luru Authority chairman Ma-
heshwar Rao has since recom-
mended extensive safety up-
grades.

KSCA has initiated struc-
tural changes at the stadium,
including restricting entry
gates, creating additional
holding areas, and adding
ramps and lifts to manage
crowd flow. The state Home
Department has allowed
matches to be hosted, provid-
ed all conditions are met
within a stipulated timeframe.

Gate widening to holding
areas, KSCA goes full steam

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) has
gone full steam ahead with
extensive structural and lo-
gistical changes at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium as
part of efforts to comply
with short-term recommen-
dations made by the Justice
Michael D’Cunha inquiry
panel.

Following the June 4
stampede during Royal
Challengers Bengaluru’s
victory celebrations, which
left 11 fans dead and several
injured, the state govern-
ment had imposed a blanket
ban on hosting high-profile
matches at the venue. After
multiple rounds of discus-
sions with the Expert Com-
mittee appointed by the
Home Department, KSCA
secured conditional permis-
sion last week to stage IPL
and international matches.

Gate widening, creation
of holding areas, separate
queues for women and chil-
dren, ramps and lifts, and
even free Metro travel for
match-ticket holders are
among the measures being
implemented. KSCA presi-
dent Venkatesh Prasad said
widening gates and creating
space for emergency vehi-
cles were critical. “Facilitat-
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Association fast-tracks
safety upgrades to meet
D’Cunha panel’s short-
term recommendations.

ing the entry of fire engines
inside the ground was essen-
tial, which is why widening
of a few stands became nec-
essary,” he told reporters.

Prasad said KSCA had
submitted a detailed booklet
of 3D drawings, timelines
and plans to the govern-
ment, which eventually led
to conditional clearance.
The association has set itself
a February-end deadline to
complete the short-term
works.

KSCA secretary Santosh
Menon said police had sug-
gested flat holding areas to
prevent spectators from trip-
ping and triggering panic
situations. “There will be
just two gates on Queen’s

MEET

Road, each with a minimum
six-metre width, to ease en-
try and reduce traffic con-
gestion,” he said, adding
that the stadium will have
around 12 entry gates in to-
tal, besides dedicated ser-
vice gates for fire and police
vehicles.

While a full renovation
budget is yet to be finalised,
gate widening alone is ex-
pected to cost around 1.5
crore. Some trees within the
premises may also be felled,
for which permission has
been sought from the Forest
Department.

Fire safety upgrades are
nearing completion, with
water storage capacity being
enhanced. KSCA is also
considering digitising tick-
eting to eliminate counter
rush and curb black-market
sales, with demolished tick-
et counters making way for
paperless entry in the future.

‘P1tted agamst
my own’:
Gambhir reacts
to Tharoor praise

NEW DELHI

India men’s cricket team head
coach Gautam Gambhir has
issued a pointed response
amid mounting criticism of
his tenure, reacting to Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor’s
public show of support that
described him as “the man
with the hardest job in India
after the PM’s”.

Tharoor’s remarks came in
the wake of India’s recent ODI
series defeat at home against
New Zealand, a result that in-
tensified scrutiny of Gambhir’s
leadership and decision-mak-
ing. In a post on X, Tharoor
said he had enjoyed a “good
and frank discussion” with his
“old friend” Gambhir in Nag-
pur, praising his “quiet determi-
nation and able leadership”
while noting that the former
opener was being “sec-
ond-guessed by millions daily”.
Gambhir responded without
naming any individual, but his
message appeared to allude to
the criticism and speculation
surrounding his role within the
team setup. “When the dust set-
tles, truth & logic about a
coach’s supposedly ‘unlimited
authority’ will become clear.
Till then I’'m amused at being
pitted against my own who are
the very best!”” he wrote. Though
Gambihir did not elaborate fur-
ther, the comment is widely
interpreted as a reference to
rumours linking him to the de-
cision to remove Rohit Sharma
from the ODI captaincy and
suggestions of a rift with senior
players in the dressing room.

Association resets calendar, ends incomplete 202425 season to avoid overlaps

KSCA to scrap unfinished leagues,
begin new domestic season from April

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA) has de-
cided to formally end the in-
complete 202425 domestic
season and restart all cricket-
ing activities with a fresh sea-
son beginning April 15.

KSCA secretary Santosh
Menon said the decision was
taken after consultations with
former cricketers and mem-
bers of the Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC). “We have
decided to cease all cricketing
activities of last season, in-
cluding the academy work
and the tournaments, and we
start afresh from April,” Me-
non said.

The 2024-25 season had

remained unfinished due to
reasons the association chose
not to elaborate on. Menon
described the move as a “very
conscious call”, supported by
the CAC and several former
players backing the current
administration. The CAC
comprises Anil Kumble, Jav-
agal Srinath, Sunil Joshi, Vi-
jay Bharadwaj and Jayashree
Doraiswamy.

KSCA’s domestic season

traditionally begins in early
April, but the prolonged delay
last year forced the associa-
tion to take a reset approach.
By drawing a line under the
pending season, KSCA aims
to ensure smoother schedul-
ing and avoid congestion later
in the year.

Between March 1 and April
15, the association will focus
on backend preparations rath-
er than competitive matches.
This period will be used to
ready grounds and pitches
across the state, conduct re-
fresher courses for umpires,
scorers and video analysts,
and organise training pro-
grammes for curators.

Menon said the committee
has assured the association

that the revamped calendar
will be strictly followed. “The
assurance from this commit-
tee is that all tournaments —
Group I and Group II, men
and women — will be com-
pleted well in time, by around
September 30,” he said.

Completing the state tour-
naments by the end of Sep-
tember will ensure that
KSCA’s domestic season does
not clash with the BCCI’s na-
tional calendar, a concern that
has affected player availabili-
ty in recent years.

The association believes the
decision to start afresh,
though tough, will bring clar-
ity and stability to Karnata-
ka’s domestic cricket struc-
ture going forward.

Pak offers to host B desh T20 WC matches amid impasse

NEW DELHI

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has formally offered
to host all of Bangladesh’s
matches in the upcoming
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup,
throwing its weight behind
the Bangladesh Cricket
Board’s (BCB) refusal to
play fixtures in India over
security concerns.

In an official email to the
International Cricket Council
(ICC), the PCB supported
Bangladesh’s position and
urged the global body to con-
sider an alternative arrange-
ment. According to a PCB
source, Pakistan said Bangla-
desh’s demand was “justified”
and added that if shifting the
matches to Sri Lanka posed
logistical challenges, Pakistan
was willing to stage all of
Bangladesh’s games.

Whﬂe the PCB has not is-
sued a public statement, re-
ports suggest the Bangla-
desh government has
reached out to Pakistan
seeking support at the ICC
level. Pakistan themselves
are currently playing all
their international matches
in Sri Lanka under a hybrid
model agreed upon with the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) and the
ICC, a framework that will

remain in place unt1l 2027.
As per the original sched-
ule, Bangladesh are slated to
play all four of their group-
stage matches in India — the
first three in Kolkata and the
final fixture in Mumbai.
However, the ICC on
Wednesday rejected Bangla-
desh’s request to move the
matches to Sri Lanka and
issued the BCB an ultima-
tum, granting them 24 more
hours to confirm whether the

team would travel to India.

The decision followed an

ICC Board meeting held via
video conference, where 14

of the 16 member boards
voted against altering the
tournament schedule. With
the T20 World Cup less than
three weeks away, the ICC
has insisted that the event
proceed as planned.
Despite the ruling, the
BCB has remained firm, re-
iterating that it cannot send
its team to India. The stand-
off was triggered after the
BCCI asked Kolkata Knight
Riders to release Bangladesh
pacer Mustafizur Rahman
from the IPL citing “recent
developments”. In response,
Bangladesh banned IPL
broadcasts domestically and
formally informed the ICC
of its decision not to play
World Cup matches in India.

Dhonl applauds RCB S
maiden IPL triumph, salutes
fans’ unwavering loyalty

NEW DELHI

Former India captain MS
Dhoni has congratulated Roy-
al Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) on winning their first
Indian Premier League (IPL)
title, ending an 18-year wait,
while also lauding the fran-
chise’s fans for their unwav-
ering support through years of
near-misses and heartbreak.

Speaking at an IndiGo
event, the Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) icon admitted
that his competitive instincts
made it difficult to imagine
any rival lifting the trophy,
but said RCB’s triumph was
well deserved. “If I’'m part of
CSK, I can’t imagine any oth-
er team winning the IPL. But
it was long-awaited and they
played very well. Big con-
gratulations to them,” Dhoni
said.

The five-time IPL-winning
skipper also reserved special
praise for RCB’s loyal fan
base, widely regarded as one
of the most passionate in the
league. “RCB fans have been
brilliant. Every time there is a
game, they come and support
their team, even when the
chips are down,” he added,
acknowledging the backing
the side received despite years
without silverware.

Dhoni’s comments came
after a contrasting 2025 sea-

CSK legend
congratulates Bengaluru
franchise, praises
supporters after
historic title win.

son for CSK, who finished
last in the standings. The
44-year-old took over the cap-
taincy midway through the
campaign after Ruturaj Gaik-
wad was sidelined with inju-
ry, and said the focus was
now on learning from set-
backs. “When you are a par-
ticipant, you want your team
to win. It doesn’t always work
in your favour, but what went
wrong and what can we learn
from the other teams — that
is crucial,” he said.

The remarks quickly went
viral on social media, with
fans applauding Dhoni’s
sportsmanship and candid as-
sessment. RCB also shared
the video clip across their of-
ficial platforms.

RCB clinched their maiden
IPL crown by defeating Pun-
jab Kings by six runs in a
tense final at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
on June 3, 2025. Led by Rajat
Patidar, the franchise ended a
17-year title drought and
memorably beat arch-
rivals CSK twice in the same
season for the first time in
IPL history.

Bangladesh to boycott T20 World Cup over unresolved security concerns
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DUBAI

Bangladesh has officially de-
cided to boycott the upcoming
T20 World Cup after a
high-level meeting, citing on-
going security concerns in In-
dia. Youth and Sports Advisor
Asif Nazrul stated that the
country was keen to participate
only if the tournament were
held in Sri Lanka.

“We all wanted to play in the
World Cup. However, the secu-
rity threat in India has not di-
minished. The ICC has not

taken a firm stance on the core
issue and has only reiterated its
standard security protocols. We
are still hopeful that the ICC
will find a solution,” Nazrul
said.

He confirmed that the deci-
sion is final. “There is no scope
to change our decision. We be-
lieve we have not received jus-
tice from the ICC, though we
continue to hope that the ICC
will do justice to us,” he added.

Nazrul emphasized that the
concerns are based on real inci-
dents. “The security situation in

India remains unchanged. Our
concerns did not arise out of
thin air; they stem from a real
incident. The country could not
ensure the security of one of
our cricketers. In India, the
cricket board is an extension of
the government, which either
failed or was unwilling to pro-
tect one of our players when
extrem1st groups applied pres-
sure,” he said.

Scotland the highest-ranked
team that narrowly missed
qualification, is expected to re-
place Bangladesh. The move

has historical precedent, as
Scotland replaced Zimbabwe in
the 2009 World T20 after Zim-
babwe’s withdrawal.

Earlier, Bangladesh captain
Litton Das revealed players
were not consulted before the
decision. “I don’t know. No
one has spoken to me,” Das
said when asked if the board
had discussed the matter with
him.

The development comes as a
major blow to cricket fans in
Bangladesh, who had hoped to
see their team compete on the

world stage in India. The ICC
is expected to announce Scot-
land as the replacement soon.

Former Indian cricketer Atul
Wassan supported the ICC’s
decision to host Bangladesh’s
T20 World Cup matches in In-
dia, calling it correct. He sug-
gested Bangladesh’s absence
won’t impact cricket, claiming
they’re not strong contenders,
and accused them of “sulking”
over Mustafizur Rahman’s IPL
2026 KKR removal following
BCCI directives on minority
issues.
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Bengal great llyas Pasha no more

Pasha remembered for composure, trophies and lasting contribution to Indian football

NEW DELHI

Former India and East Bengal
defender Ilyas Pasha passed
away on Thursday after a pro-
longed illness, leaving behind
a rich legacy in Indian foot-
ball. He is survived by his
wife, two daughters and two
sons.

The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) condoled the
death of Pasha, widely re-
garded as one of the finest
footballers to emerge from
Karnataka. A soft-spoken yet
fiercely committed profes-
sional, Pasha built a distin-
guished career in defence, a
role that demanded discipline,
resilience and calm under
pressure.

Primarily operating as a

right wing-back, Pasha was
admired for his impeccable
timing, intelligent positioning
and ability to read the game.
Rarely flustered, his well-
judged tackles and tactical
awareness often neutralised
opposing attackers and pro-
vided reassurance to goal-
keepers behind him.

Pasha made his senior India
debut on January 27, 1987,
against Bulgaria in the Nehru

Cup at Kozhikode. He earned
eight international caps, rep-
resenting the country in the
Nehru Cup (1987 and 1991),
the 1991 SAF Games and the
1992 Asian Cup qualifiers.
He began his football jour-
ney at Vinayaka FC in north
Bengaluru before moving to
Indian Telephone Industries in
the mid-1980s, where his con-
sistent performances brought
him national recognition. He
later represented Karnataka in
the Santosh Trophy and also
won the title twice with Ben-
gal, in 1993 and 1995.
Pasha’s club career reached
iconic heights after he joined
East Bengal in the early
1990s. Over more than a de-
cade with the Red and Gold
Brigade, he won 28 trophies,

including five Calcutta Foot-
ball League titles, five IFA
Shields and four Durand
Cups. He captained the side in
the 1993-94 season and was a
trusted leader under legendary
coach Subhas Bhowmick.

He was part of East Ben-
gal’s famed triple crown-win-
ning team in 1990 and led the
club to its first international
title at the Wai Wai Cup in
Kathmandu in 1993. In recog-
nition of his immense contri-
bution, East Bengal honoured
him with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2012.

The AIFF said Indian foot-
ball mourns the loss of a de-
fender remembered for rare
composure, consistency and
exemplary service to the
game.

Top Pakistan
cricketers fall prey
to alleged Rs 1
billion Ponzi scam

KARACHI

Several leading Pakistan
cricketers, including former
captain Babar Azam, Moham-
mad Rizwan and fast bowler
Shaheen Shah Afridi, have
allegedly been duped in a
large-scale Ponzi scheme in-
volving more
than Rs 1 bil-
lion, sources
said on Thurs-
day. Around a
dozen current
) players and a
former Test captain reportedly
invested significant sums with
a local businessman who ini-
tially paid returns before
abruptly stopping payments.
The individual has since al-
legedly left the country. Many
players invested personal sav-
ings as well as funds belong-
ing to relatives and close as-
sociates. The Pakistan Cricket
Board is understood to be
examining the matter.

Clubs surge as Bayern advance
and Barcelona stay alive

MANCHESTER

Premier League clubs
strengthened their grip on the
UEFA Champions League as
Liverpool, Newcastle United
and Chelsea moved into
strong positions to qualify for
the round of 16, while Bayern
Munich confirmed their prog-
ress and Barcelona kept their
hopes alive with an away win.

With one round of league-
phase matches remain- .
ing, five English clubs 4
are on course for ad-

vancement. Arsenal ‘.-.

have already sealed
qualification and sit

top of the stand- -
ings. Wins on ,
Wednesday /

pool, New-
castle and
Chelsea into
the top-
eight auto-
matic quali-
fying places,
with Totten-

KOCHI

Uncertainty continues to
cloud the much-anticipated
visit of Lionel Messi-led Ar-
gentina to Kochi, with no of-
ficial confirmation yet on the
proposed international friend-
ly match slated for March.
The lack of clarity has reignit-
ed doubts among fans and
authorities alike, months after
the originally scheduled No-
vember 25 fixture was called
off.

The event’s sponsor, Re-
porter Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (RBC), has said it cannot
yet guarantee that the reigning
world champions will arrive
during the March internation-
al window, despite earlier
publicity suggesting other-
wise. RBC managing director
Anto Augustine said the com-
pany does have an agreement
in place with the Argentina
Football Association (AFA),
but repeated changes in dates
have complicated matters.

“The schedule has kept
shifting — first October, then

Messi’s Kochi visit in March faces fresh doubts

November, and now March.
We are not in a position to of-
ficially confirm the visit yet,”
Mr. Augustine said, adding
that RBC is awaiting a re-
sponse from the AFA and
hopes an announcement could
be made by January 31.

The Greater Cochin Devel-
opment Authority (GCDA),
owner of the Jawa-
harlal Nehru

International
Stadium,
also said it

has no clear |
information on

whether the
high-profile
match will even-
tually take place.
The authority had
earlier come under
criticism for allotting
the stadium for the
event, allegedly without
following due process.
GCDA officials said RBC is
still in discussions with the
AFA and that no formal com-
munication has been received
confirming the March visit.

ham currently fifth. Manches-
ter City remain the only En-
glish side sitting in the play-
off zone.

Liverpool climbed to fourth
after a commanding 3-0 vic-
tory at Marseille, while New-
castle recorded an identical
scoreline against PSV Eind-
hoven at St James’ Park.
Chelsea edged past Pafos 1-0
to stay in contention. “Let’s
make sure we’re in the top
- e1ght We’ve put ourselves
& in a good position,” Liv-
erpool captain Virgil van
Dijk said.

" Bayern Munich con-
, firmed their place in the
+ = round of 16 by mov-

\\&\ ing second in the
b table following
a 2-0 win over
.Umnion
, Saint-Gillo-

ise. England

captain Har-
ry Kane

) scored twice
*in quick suc-

cession in the

second half, taking his tally to
36 goals for the season,
though he narrowly missed a
hat-trick when his penalty
struck the crossbar.

Barcelona, meanwhile,
climbed to ninth after a thrill-
ing 4-2 comeback win at Sla-
via Prague but remain at risk
of having to navigate the
playoffs. Fermin Lopez
starred with two goals, while
substitutes Dan Olmo and
Robert Lewandowski added
to the scoring.

With just three points sepa-
rating third-placed Real Ma-
drid and Juventus in 15th, the
final round promises high dra-
ma. Only the top eight qualify
automatically, while teams
placed ninth to 24th enter
playoffs.

Key fixtures loom, includ-
ing Napoli hosting Chelsea,
Paris Saint-Germain welcom-
ing Newcastle, and Manches-
ter City facing Galatasaray,
ensuring a tense finish
before the knockout stages
begin.

After the November fixture
against Australia was can-
celled in October, RBC hand-
ed back the stadium to GCDA
on November 28. While ren-
ovation work was initially
expected to be completed by
December 20, some minor
works are still pending.
GCDA sources said upgrades
to dressing rooms, player fa-
cilities, toilets and the playing
turf have been completed to
international standards, while
resurfacing of the parking
area and a short stretch of the
compound wall remain unfin-
ished.

Floodlight upgrades using
new LED fittings have also
been planned, subject to the
match going ahead. Accord-
ing to RBC, nearly

%40 crore has already been
spent on renovations, though
GCDA said the work is cur-
rently being evaluated by an
expert committee.

With no official word yet,
fans in Kerala continue to
wait anxiously for clarity on
whether their long-cherished
Messi dream will finally ma-
terialise.

il ,
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Former India defender, East

Real Madr1d top football rich list
as Liverpool leapfrog English rivals

LONDON

Real Madrid retained their po-
sition at the summit of world
football’s rich list, while Liver-
pool emerged as the high-
est-earning English club for the
first time, according to De-
loitte’s latest Money League
report released on Thursday.

Despite failing to win a ma-
jor trophy in the 2024-25 sea-
son, the Spanish giants gener-
ated close to €1.2 billion in
revenue, underlining the fi-
nancial strength of their re-
vamped Santiago Bernabeu.
The stadium’s transformation
into a multi-purpose venue
continues to pay off hand-
somely, with Madrid’s €594
million in commercial reve-
nue alone enough to secure a
top-10 ranking.

Barcelona climbed back to
second place with revenues of
€975 million, even though de-
lays in the redevelopment of
Camp Nou forced the club to

Deloitte Money League
shows revenue surge as
commercial growth
reshapes European
football.

play the entire season away
from home. Bayern Munich
were third with €861 million,
narrowly ahead of Paris
Saint-Germain, whose income
was boosted by winning the
Champions League for the
first time.

The Premier League domi-
nated the remainder of the top
10, with Liverpool leading the
English contingent. An expand-
ed Anfield, a return to the
Champions League and win-
ning the Premier League title
propelled the Reds’ revenue to
€836 million, allowing them to
outstrip domestic rivals.

Manchester City slipped
from second to sixth after an
early Champions League exit
and a third-place league fin-

ish, while Manchester United
dropped to eighth, behind Ar-
senal, after missing out on
Champions League football
and enduring a disappointing
15th-place league finish.

Overall, the 20 high-
est-earning European clubs
reported an 11 percent rise in
revenues to €12.4 billion. De-
loitte Sports Business Group
lead partner Tim Bridge said
clubs are increasingly focus-
ing on commercial growth as
broadcast revenues plateau.
“There is a pivotal shift in
business models, with greater
emphasis on maximising
brand power and stadium as-
sets,” he said.

The expanded 32-team
Club World Cup also had an
impact, lifting Bayern into the
top three for the first time
since 2020-21. Benfica, in
19th place, became the first
club outside Europe’s tradi-
tional “big five” leagues to
feature in four years.

Serbian legend closes in on historic milestone
with dominant straight-sets victory

Djokovic’s 399th Grand
Slam win powers him
into Aus Open 3rd round

MELBOURNE

Novak Djokovic moved to
the brink of another piece
of tennis history after reg-
istering his 399th Grand
Slam singles match win,
cruising into the third
round of the Australian
Open with a commanding
6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory over
Italy’s Francesco Maestrel-
li on Thursday.

The 38-year-old Serbian,
chasing a record-extending
11th Australian Open title
and an unprecedented 25th
Grand Slam crown, was
rarely troubled despite
dropping his first service
game of the tournament in
the third set. That brief
lapse only seemed to sharp-
en his focus, as Djokovic
responded immediately by
breaking Maestrelli at love
in the very next game.

The decisive moment
came in the sixth game of
the third set, when Djokov-
ic followed a second serve
to the net and missed a rou-
tine volley to surrender
serve. True to his perfec-
tionist nature, he wasted no
time in restoring order, re-
asserting his control with
relentless baseline accuracy
and clinical returning.

Ranked No. 141, Mae-
strelli was playing just his

second Grand Slam main-
draw match after coming
through qualifying.
Djokovic acknowledged
the Italian’s potential after-
ward, praising his powerful
serve and aggressive game,
while noting the young-
ster’s lack of experience on
the biggest stage.

With the win, Djokovic
now sits just one victory
away from becoming the
first player in history to
reach 400 Grand Slam sin-
gles match wins. He will
face Botic van de Zand-
schulp in the third round
after the Dutchman defeat-
ed Shang Juncheng in four
sets.

Djokovic’s efficiency
and physical sharpness
have stood out in the open-
ing rounds, reinforcing his
status as the man to beat at
Melbourne Park. Having
dropped just one service
game so far, the Serbian
appears to be building mo-
mentum with each outing.

Federer’s smooth
golf swing in
Melbourne leaves

Alcaraz impressed
MELBOURNE

Carlos Alcaraz has long ad-
mired Roger Federer’s grace
on the tennis court, but the
young Spaniard discovered in
Melbourne that the Swiss
maestro’s elegance extends
just as seamlessly to the golf
course.

During the Australian
Open, Alcaraz enjoyed a
round of golf with Federer
and was left thoroughly im-
pressed by how naturally the
20-time Grand Slam champi-
on has adapted to the sport
since retiring from profes-
sional tennis in 2022. Speak-
ing after defeating Yannick
Hanfmann to reach the third
round, Alcaraz could not hide
his admiration.

“It’s as beautiful as his ten-
nis,” Alcaraz said of Federer’s
golf swing. “I’m not sur-
prised. Everything he does, he
does in style. On the golf
course, it’s a really beautiful
swing. He plays really good.”

Alcaraz himself is an avid
golfer and often squeezes in
rounds during major tourna-
ments. His fondness for the
sport was evident during his
U.S. Open triumph last year,
when he celebrated key mo-
ments with playful golf-swing
gestures. Even so, the
22-year-old admitted Federer
has progressed at a remark-
able pace.

“I think he has been playing
for two years now and his lev-
el is really good,” Alcaraz
said. “I’ve been playing five
and he’s already beating me.
It hurts, yeah.”

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Yuki Bhambri bows out in first round of mixed doubles

MELBOURNE

India’s Yuki Bhambri suffered
a first-round exit in the mixed
doubles competition at the
Australian Open after he and
American partner Nicole
Melichar-Martinez went
down to the sixth-seeded
German-Chinese pair of Tim
Putz and Zhang Shuai on
Thursday.

Bhambri and Meli-
char-Martinez lost 6-3, 1-6,
10-6 in the match tie-break in
a contest that swung momen-
tum both ways. The In-
do-American duo took the
opening set comfortably but

were unable to maintain the
pressure as Putz and Shuai
raised their level in the sec-
ond set and held their nerve in
the deciding tie-break.
Despite the early exit from

the mixed doubles, Bhambri’s
campaign at the year’s first
Grand Slam is not over yet.
The 33-year-old remains in
contention in the men’s dou-
bles event, where he has

shown encouraging form.

On Wednesday, Bhambri
and his Swedish partner An-
dre Goransson advanced to
the second round after defeat-
ing Australian wildcards
James Duckworth and Cruz
Hewitt 6-3, 6-4. The pair
looked composed throughout
the match, breaking serve at
key moments to secure a
straight-sets victory.

Bhambri’s best perfor-
mance at the Australian Open
came in 2014, when he
reached the third round of the
men’s doubles alongside New
Zealand’s Michael Venus. His
strongest showing at any

Grand Slam, however, came
more recently at the US Open
last year, where the duo en-
joyed an impressive run to the
semi-finals.

Elsewhere, India’s chal-
lenge in the men’s doubles
suffered another setback as
Niki Poonacha and his Thai
partner Pruchya Isaro exited the
tournament. The pair went
down in straight sets to Spanish
duo Pedro Martinez and Jaume
Munar. With his mixed doubles
run over, Bhambri will now
turn his full focus to the men’s
doubles, hoping to build on his
positive start and extend his
stay in Melbourne Park.

PV Sindhu, Lakshya Sen storm into
Indonesia Masters quarterfinals

JAKARTA

India’s top badminton stars P
V Sindhu and Lakshya Sen
continued their impressive
run at the Indonesia Masters,
advancing to the quarterfinals
with commanding straight-
game victories in their respec-
tive round-of-16 matches on
Thursday.

Lakshya delivered a clinical
performance against Hong
Kong China’s Jason Gun-
awan, wrapping up a domi-
nant 21-10, 21-11 win in just
over 30 minutes. The Indian
shuttler was in complete con-
trol throughout the contest,
using sharp court coverage

and precise shot placement to
keep his opponent under con-
stant pressure. Lakshya’s ag-
gressive approach paid divi-
dends as he raced through
both games without allowing
Gunawan any opportunity to
settle. Earlier in the day, Sind-
hu showcased her experience
and composure to overcome
Denmark’s Line Hojmark
Kjaerfeldt 21-19, 21-18 in a
closely contested pre-quarterfi-
nal that lasted 43 minutes. The
two-time Olympic medallist
relied on her strong defense
and timely attacking strokes to
edge past the Dane in both
games, especially during the
crucial closing stages.




Title and poster

I

Tiklu Ramareleased

The title and poster of
the film ‘Tiklu Rama’,
which makes you
laugh even in its name, were
unveiled in front of a packed
audience at MMB Legacy on
the auspicious day of Maka-
ra Sankranti. Shruti.GB and
Komal Nataraju are jointly
producing under the banner
of Karishma-Shryavya Com-
bines. Manjukavi has written
the screenplay and is narrat-
ing the action cut. The
one-minute title teaser
caught the attention. Dr. Ra-
jkumar’s grandson Shanmu-
ga Govindaraj and producer
C.S. Venkatesh were present
on the occasion.

The cast includes Dr.Ra-
jveer, Sangeetha, Mitra, Bha-
gyashree, Shruti.B, Govinde-
gowda, Vinod Gobbargal,
Suchendra Prasad, Mandya

' Nayanthara

Siddu, Pavithra and many
other artists. The background
music is by Vinu Manasu,
cinematography is by Raj
Kadur-Nagarajamurthy, edit-
ing is by Venky.UDV, adven-
ture is by Ultimate Shiva, and
dance is by Jaggu. By the
way, the motion poster has
been released by MK Audio.

As the director says,
Chetan sir is proof that he is
a supporter of society. The
first half will be a village
story, and the second half
will take the audience to an-
other world. Wherever ani-
mals are needed, there will
be scenes that will make it
feel like seeing real animals
using good technique. Has-
san, there are plans to shoot
in fertile green places. For
the first time in history, Tiklu
Rama's association with ani-

Calls Rani Mukerji Queen
After Mardaani 3 Trailer

he trailer of Mardaani
3 has received strong

praise from film lovers
and celebrities alike. Ac-
tress Nayanthara became
the latest star to applaud
Rani Mukerji after watch-
ing the powerful trailer.
She shared it on her Ins-
tagram stories and called
Rani the one and only
queen, saying the trailer
was absolute fire.

Nayanthara expressed
her excitement for the
film and said there is tru-
ly no one like Rani
Mukerji. Her message
quickly caught attention,
adding to the growing ap-
preciation for the film.

Mardaani 3 is the third
part of the popular cop
series led by Rani Muker-
ji. She once again plays
fearless police officer
Shivani Shivaji Roy. The
trailer presents a dark and
serious story focused on
crime, missing girls, and
deep emotional pain.
Many viewers said the
scenes felt real, in-
tense, and disturbing
in a meaningful way.

Speaking recently

She said films like
Mardaani are meant to
shake people and re-
mind them that
such crimes hap-
pen around us.
Directed by
Abhiraj Mi-
nawala,
Mardaani 3 is
scheduled to
release in
cinemas
on Janu-
ary 30,
2026.

mals is being depicted in a
way that attracts the attention
of the audience. Manjukavi
informed that it is a family
film that can be watched by
children to the elderly.

In childhood, Buddha was
called a madman and Swami
Vivekananda was called Pa-
gal Bille, but later he became
a role model for the country.
This name was given due to
his inspiration. The film will
have environmental, social
concerns, and situations
where women who run a
family live together. If they
are silent, they are Rama, if
they hold an axe, they are
Tiklu Rama. Bloodshed
will not be glorified like
that. The hero Dr. Raj Veer
said that I have recorded
the incidents that I have
heard and seen in the story.

Mahesh Babu

Praises Namrata
Shirodkar On
Birthday

N

elugu film star Mahesh
Babu shared a warm and
heartfelt birthday message for
his wife, Namrata Shirodkar,
expressing gratitude for her
love and strength in holding
their family together. Posting
a beautiful picture of Namrata
from Tuscany, Italy, on Insta-
gram, the actor affectionately
called her “NSG” and wrote
that he could not have asked
for more in life. The simple
yet touching message quickly
won hearts across social me-
dia, drawing love from fans
and colleagues alike.

Their children, Gautham
and Sithara, also posted emo-
tional wishes. Gautham
thanked his mother for her
guidance, calling her the best
mom ever, while Sithara de-
scribed Namrata as her con-
stant support, compass, and
home. Namrata’s sister, ac-
tress Shilpa Shirodkar,
marked the occasion with
nostalgic pictures and a lov-
ing note. Turning 54, Namrata
remains the family’s pillar of
strength. Mahesh Babu and
Namrata recently celebrated
twenty years of marriage, re-
flecting their enduring bond.

THE

'The Abandons' And 'Vince
Staples Show' Cancelled By Netflix

etflix has decided to cancel two of its original series, The
Abandons and The Vince Staples Show, leaving fans dis-
appointed. Reports confirm that neither show will return for

additional seasons after their recent runs on the platform.
The Abandons was a Western drama set in the 1850s,
starring Lena Headey and Gillian Anderson in key
roles. The story followed an Irish woman living
with a chosen family of four adult orphans, whose
lives are threatened when a powerful silver mine
owner attempts to take over their land. Created
by Sons of Anarchy creator Kurt Sutter, the se-
ries premiered in December and gained atten-
tion for its strong cast and setting.

However, the show faced major behind-
the-scenes challenges when Sutter exited
the project due to creative differences
shortly before filming concluded. De-
spite viewer interest, Netflix chose to

Mr. Nandan Pavaskar
emerged as the Winner
of the prestigious Mr. North
Karnataka 2026 title, securing
the coveted winning trophy.
He impressed the jury with his
confident ramp walk, strong
physique, commanding stage
presence, and overall person-
ality.

The grand modelling event,
Mr. North Karnataka, was pro-
fessionally organized by
Glamify

Studio by RM Production
on January 11 at UK 27 Ho-
tel, Belgaum. The show wit-
nessed participation from tal-
ented aspiring models across
North Karnataka and was at-
tended by notable personali-
ties from the fashion industry.

The event was widely ap-

Avantika
Mohan

Responds Witty
To Marriage

Proposals
Online

ctress Avantika Mohan

has found a humorous
way to deal with unexpect-
ed marriage proposals from
teenage fans. Instead of re-
acting with anger or quietly
blocking them, the actress
chose to reply playfully and
share her responses on so-
cial media. She has been
receiving several messages

Nandan Pavaskar
Wins Prestigious Mr.
North Karnataka 2026

preciated for its high
professional standards
and for providing a
strong platform to emerg-
ing talent, further
strengthening the model-
ling and fashion culture in
Belgaum, Goa and all over
Karnataka.

My son Nandan is a very
hardworking and disciplined
person. He has been extreme-
ly dedicated to his workouts
and follows a strict diet with
full commitment. Seeing his
passion, focus, and determina-
tion pay off today makes me
feel very proud as a mother.
This achievement is the result
of his consistency, sacrifices,
and belief in himself.

— Anjali Pavaskar, Mother
of Nandan Pavaskar .

advised a persistent teen
fan to concentrate on stud-
ies and growing up.
Avantika Mohan is
known for her roles in Yak-
shi Faithfully Yours and
Neelakasham Pachakadal
Chuvanna Bhoomi, and
continues to win praise for
her calm, honest, and witty
handling of social media

Avantika replied kindly,
saying the fan had made her
laugh and reminded him to
enjoy his age and focus on
life. She added that the
right person would come at
the right time.

Another message came
from a teenage boy claim-
ing many people wished to
marry her. Avantika re-

end the series after one season.

The Vince Staples Show, which de-
buted in 2024, has also been can-
celled. The comedy starred rapper
Vince Staples as a fictionalized
version of himself, offering a
surreal look at life in Long
A\ Beach. Although initially

renewed for a second sea-

from young boys asking if
they could marry her. Avan-
tika, who is married, decid-
ed to turn the situation into
a gentle lesson rather than a
conflict.

In one message, a fan
asked if there was any
chance of marrying her.

sponded humorously, clear-
ly stating that she is already
married and jokingly told
him to focus on homework,
calling the idea an imagina-
tion only.

This is not the first time
the actress has faced such
requests. Earlier too, she

attention from fans online.
Fans have praised her
maturity, humor, and clari-
ty, saying her responses set
a positive example for ce-
lebrities facing similar situ-
ations on digital platforms
today everywhere now
widely admired online.

about the film, Rani

Mukerji said the

story is emotionally

heavy. She ex-

plained that the trau-
ma shown affects the
actors too, as the
events are inspired by
real life cases. Rani said
thinking about missing
girls and their families is
deeply painful.

She added that she had
to control her emotions
while acting. According
to her, becoming too
emotional would have af-
fected her performance.
Rani also explained why
she chooses such
strong sub-

jects. .
oy
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son, the decision was later
reversed.

Chatha Pacha Shows Friends Chasing

irector Advaith

Nayar has shared
details about his upcom-
ing Malayalam film Cha-
tha Pacha, an action enter-
tainer that brings friendship
and dreams to the centre. The
film stars Arjun Ashokan, Ro-
shan Mathew, Vishak Nair, Is-
han Shoukath, and superstar
Mammootty in key roles.

In an interview, Nayar said
the movie is India’s first film
inspired by WWE style wres-
tling. He explained that
while Indian films have
shown boxing and mar-
tial arts before, Chatha

energy matches loved by many
since childhood.

At its heart, the film follows a
group of friends who struggle
together to succeed in life, hold-
ing on to dreams they grew up
with. The story is set in Kochi,
a hub for Gatta Gusthi, the local
wrestling form. Nayar said
WWE style wrestling is simply
a more dramatic and theatrical
version of this tradition.

The director said the idea
came from his own childhood
memories of watching wres-
tling with cousins and acting
out moves at home. Later, he
read about small wrestling

groups where working people
meet after jobs to live their
dreams for a few hours each
week.

Nayar said he saw the same
fighting spirit among people in
Fort Kochi and Mattanchery,
calling them survivors and
dreamers. The film features
strong technical support and is
set for worldwide release on
January 22. Cinematography,
music, editing, and action de-
sign add scale, speed, and emo-
tion, promising a lively cinema
experience for audiences of all
ages everywhere across the
country soon.

Pacha explores the colourful
world of pro wrestling, with
big characters, homemade cos-
tumes, strong stories, and high




