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When bills get fast-track ride!

Parliament Monsoon Session: Trend of introducing and passing bills in same session grows; 11 of

‘Cant override
Parliament’

12 bills cleared, 7 passed within 5 minutes or less mostly without debate amid disruptions.

PARLIAMENT’S PRODUCTIVITY
RAISES TOUGH QUESTIONS

NEW DELHI

More than half of the bills in-
troduced in the 18th Lok
Sabha so far have been passed
by both Houses in the same
session, with the pace of pas-
sage accelerating sharply over
the past year, an analysis of
data from PRS Legislative
Research shows.

Of the 64 bills introduced
since the 18th Lok Sabha was
constituted, 34 or 53%, were
passed by both Houses in the
session in which they were
introduced, as per an analysis
of PRS' session-wise data.

The corresponding propor-
tion was 33% during the 16th
Lok Sabha, when 63 of the
189 bills introduced were
passed in the session of their
introduction. It nearly dou-
bled to about 62% during the
17th Lok Sabha, when 117 of
the 190 bills introduced were
passed in the same session,
according to records main-
tained by PRS, an indepen-
dent, not-for-profit group that
researches and tracks the
functioning of Parliament and
state legislatures.

The 18th Lok Sabha, how-
ever, began slowly on this
count. During the Budget Ses-
sion of 2026, five of the 10
bills introduced were passed
by both Houses in the same
session. The pace accelerated
during the Monsoon Session,
which ended on August 13,
with 11 of the 12 bills intro-
duced being passed before the

BILLS INTRODUCED IN MONSOON SESSION
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session concluded. The Indian
Statistical Institute Bill, 2026,
was the only bill left pending.

Bills passed without being
onoriginal agenda
The government's original

legislative agenda had listed
five new bills for introduction
and passage and two pending
bills for consideration and
passage. However, six of the
11 bills eventually passed
during the Monsoon Session

Findings on
Legislative pace

RAPID PASSAGE: 7 out of 11 passed
bills cleared the houses in five minutes
or less (with individual bills taking as
little as two to three minutes).

QUESTION HOUR IMPACT: Question Hour
functioned for just 1% of scheduled time in the
Lok Sabha (only nine minutes total, with two
oral answers given) and 12%in the Rajya Sabha.

LACK OF DEBATE: Nine of the bills
passed without any Member of
Parliament speaking other than the
minister piloting the legislation.

LOW PRODUCTIVITY: The Lok Sabha func-
tioned for only 15% of its scheduled time
and the Rajya Sabha for 33% during the 19
sittings held from July 20 to Aug 13, 2026.

Concernsraised

SCRUTINY DEFICIT: Think tanks and
analysts noted that short gaps between
the introduction and passage of laws re-
strict meaningful parliamentary review
and limit stakeholder consultations.

BROADER TREND: Data indicates
an ongoing accelerationin
passing bills during the same
session they are introduced
across recent Lok Sabha terms.

were not included in the orig-
inal agenda. Neither of the
two pending bills listed for
consideration and passage —
the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill,
2025, and the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Amend-
ment (FCRA) Bill, 2026 —
was passed.

The parliamentary commit-
tee examining the VBSA Bill

has not yet submitted its re-
port, while the FCRA Amend-
ment Bill was referred to a
Joint Committee following
Opposition demands for its
withdrawal.

7 bills cleared in minutes

The rapid passage of legis-
lation has raised concerns
over the time available for
parliamentary scrutiny. PRS
has previously pointed out
that a short gap between in-
troduction and passage gives
MPs less time to examine
proposed laws and limits op-
portunities for consultation
with stakeholders.

The Monsoon Session data
illustrates the trend. Accord-
ing to PRS, nine of the 11
bills passed were cleared
without any MP other than the
minister piloting the legisla-
tion speaking on them. Seven
bills were passed in five min-
utes or less.

Held from July 20 to Au-
gust 13, monsoon session had
19 sittings. Lok Sabha func-
tioned for only 15% of its
scheduled time, while Rajya
Sabha worked for 33%, ac-
cording to PRS.

The trend towards faster
passage became more visible
in 2025. Three of the five bills
introduced during the Budget
Session of 2025 were passed
in the same session, followed
by eight of 13 bills during the
Monsoon Session and seven
of nine during the Winter
Session.

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party on
Saturday passed a resolution

condemning the Congress' de-

cision to sing only two stanzas
of Vande Mataram and said
that it will not accept any com-
promise on the honour of the
national song for political con-
venience or appeasement.

The BJP will launch a cam-
paign to spread the glorious
heritage of Vande Mataram to
every corner of the country,
the party said in the resolution
passed at a meeting of its new
office-bearers in New Delhi.
BJP president Nitin Nabin pre-
sided over the meeting.

BJP condemns Congress'
Vande Mataram stance

"The BJP today passed an im-
portant resolution regarding
the respect for Vande Mataram
and the protection of its histor-
ical legacy," Nabin said. The
BJP "strongly condemns and
unequivocally opposes" the
decision of the Congress
Working Committee on August
19, 2026, reaffirming its 1937
resolution, limiting the singing
of Vande Mataram to only the
first two verses at Congress
functions, he said.
Nationwide campaign

Nabin said the BJP will launch
a campaign to spread the his-
tory, meaning, national signif-
icance and glorious heritage of
Vande Mataram to every cor-
ner of India. "BJP will protect
the honour, dignity, heritage
and national character of the
Purna Vande Mataram."

BJP will protect the
honour, dignity, heritage
and national character
of the Purna Vande
Mataram.

- Nitin Nabin,

BJP national president

‘Cong following
Vande Mataram
version decided by
Gandhi, Patel’

Kalaburagi: Accusing the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre and the
BJP of indulging in “poli-
tics of polarisation”, AICC
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
on Saturday said the Con-
gress is following the
Vande Mataram version
that was decided by nation-
al leaders, including Ma-
hatma Gandhi and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. He ques-
tioned whether the national
leaders who decided on the
shorter version of Vande
Mataram were also “an-
ti-national”. He was react-
ing to Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, who on
Thursday launched a scath-
ing attack on the Congress,
saying its decision to sing
just two stanzas of Vande
Mataram was “anti-national’” and
aimed at -
appeasing
its vote
bank in de-
fiance of
the law.

India ends physical boarding
pass for international flyers

Instead, passengers
travelling abroad will
have to produce an
e-boarding pass on
their smartphones for
immigration clearance,
say officials.

NEW DELHI

Passengers flying out of Indian
airports will no longer be re-
quired to carry a physical
boarding pass as immigration
authorities have decided to do
away with the stamping of this
document from September 1,
officials said on Saturday.

Instead, passengers travel-
ling abroad will have to pro-
duce an e-boarding pass on
their smartphones for immigra-
tion clearance.

The Bureau of Immigration
(BOI) under the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has re-
cently communicated the offi-
cial directive to airport author-
ities after the agency found
that the physical stamping of
boarding passes for immigra-
tion purposes was causing "in-

N

Why the change happens

Fix errors: Bad or wrong
stamps caused reading
mistakes.

Save time: Digital checks
speed up the line for everyone.

Cut waste: Airports move
closer to paper-free travel.

convenience" to passengers.
Instances of errors in read-
ing boarding passes due to
"improper or incorrect" stamp-
ing were also being reported
and, hence, it was decided to
do away with this procedure,
the officials said. "The matter
has been examined by the BOI
and it has now been decided to
do away with the mandatory
requirement of physical board-
ing passes and the stamping of

New rules for flyers

Use phones: Show your
digital pass on your screen
at the check point.No
more stamps: Officers will
not mark paper tickets
anymore.

Paper is optional: You
can still bring a printed
copy if you want.

Less waiting: The new
plan cuts down on long
lines and mistakes.

boarding passes at immigra-
tion counters at all internation-
al airports in the country," the
officials said.

They, however, said physi-
cal boarding passes will con-
tinue to be accepted but will
not be stamped by the immi-
gration authorities from Sep-
tember 1.

Security officials added
that boarding passes of inter-
national travellers were also
not being stamped by the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) during individ-
ual frisking.

'Missing' IAS officer
went home due to
family emergency: Min

BENGALURU

Karnataka-cadre IAS officer
Gyanendra Kumar Gangwar,
who went untraceable after
flying from Bengaluru to Del-
hi, has returned home due to a
family emergency, Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge said on
Saturday.

Priyank said the officer had
sought leave due to a
family emergency
and travelled ur-
gently to his home-
town. His official
phone number was
not reachable
thereafter, which
led to confusion and
speculation about his
whereabouts.

“There have been reports
that an IAS officer in Karnata-
ka has gone missing. The offi-
cer concerned has since com-
municated with the govern-
ment and clarified that due to
a family emergency, he had
sought leave and had to travel
urgently to his hometown,”

5 killed as bus ploughs through
crowd attending cultural event

PATNA: At least five peo-
ple were killed and several
others were injured, includ-
ing one critically, when a
bus ploughed through a
crowd attending a cultural
programme in Bihar’s West
Champaran district, police
said on Saturday.

The incident took place
around 10.45 pm on Friday
along the Lauriya Marg in
Parau Tola under the juris-
diction of Lauriya police
station. “While trying to
avert a head-on collision
with a truck, the bus
ploughed through a crowd
attending a cultural event on

the roadside, killing five
men,” a police Officer said.
The Bettiah-bound bus
was coming from Gorakh-
pur. The deceased are Baha-
dur Mahto, Sanjay Kumar,
Bhola Dubey, Devender
Dubey and Jhangur Ram. The
cultural programme was held
on the occasion of ‘chhathi’
(an after-birth ritual) of De-
vender Dubey’s daughter.
3 killed in turbine blast
Ranchi/Ramgarh: Three
employees of a steel factory
in Jharkhand’s Ramgarh dis-
trict died and another was
injured after a fire broke out
at the unit, police said.

the Minister said in an X post.

He added that the officer
had since been in touch with
the government and clarified
the position.

Gangwar, a 2016-batch IAS
officer presently posted as Di-
rector of the MSME depart-
ment, had travelled from Ben-
galuru to Delhi on August 20,
booking a last-minute ticket
on an IndiGo flight for
Rs 30,200. As per

sources, he reached
, Kempegowda In-

ternational Airport
and boarded the
flight around 3 pm.
He landed in Delhi
around 6 pm and sub-
sequently took a cab.
His phone number then
became unreachable.

Gangwar earlier worked
with the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC),
which has recently faced alle-
gations relating to a paper leak
in the veterinary services ex-
amination and an Enforcement
Directorate raid.

ECONOMICS OF JUSTIGE

Karnataka bans analogue
paneer for a year

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has imposed a one-year blan-
ket ban on non-dairy or ana-
logue alternatives that are
marketed as "paneer."

The ban, which will be ef-
fective across the state, is
aimed at protecting public
health and ensuring only stan-
dardised milk-based paneer is
sold in the market, the state's
Food Safety and Drug Admin-
istration said on Saturday.

In a notification, the depart-
ment said it was prohibiting
the manufacturing, process-
ing, packing, storage, distri-

bution, transportation, whole-
sale and retail sale, display for
sale and supply of non-dairy
or analogue paneer being sold
under the name "paneer" for a
period of one year, until Au-
gust 17 next year.

The order was issued under
Sections 30(2)(a), 18 and 29
of the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006. As per rele-
vant sections of the Food
Safety and Standards (Food
Products Standards and Food
Additives) Regulations, 2011,
paneer is a standardised food
product prepared from milk.

© More on page 5

Goa declares cancer a notifiable disease

Panaji: Goa has declared cancer a notifiable disease across the
state, making it mandatory for healthcare providers or labora-
tories to report it to government authorities when they diagnose
it, officials said on Saturday. The notification, issued by the
state Public Health Department on August 20, will pave the way
for systematic surveillance of cancer cases and data-driven
planning of prevention, screening and treatment programmes,
they said. Welcoming the decision, National Organisation for
Tobacco Eradication (India) president Dr Shekhar Salkar called
the move a “landmark and much-needed public health decision”
that could strengthen cancer control in the state.

CJI CALLS FOR ‘NYAYA-NOMICS’ TO DRIVE GROWTH

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Saturday said enor-
mous growth that nations are
expected to sustain cannot
solely arrive by the luck of
geography and underlined
the need for “Nyaya-nom-
ics”, or the economics of jus-
tice, to ensure a level playing
field through consistent ad-
judication.

Addressing the 11th
BRICS+ Legal Forum here,
the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) said institutions are not
scaffolding erected around
growth, but they are its archi-

tecture. The theme of the fo-
rum was ‘Rule of Law Frame-
works and Institutional Ca-
pacity Building for Economic
Resilience, Innovation and
Sustainability’.

The scale at which the
country is progressing, and
this holds true for each of the
BRICS+ nations, owes itself
to the nature of institutions,
the judiciary being chief
among them, he said.

“The enormous growth that
our nations are expected to
sustain cannot solely arrive
by the luck of geography or
the accident of resources. It is
built, deliberately, out of insti-

The enorous growth that
our nations are expected to
sustain cannot solely arrive by

the luck of geography or the
accident of resources.

-Surya Kant, Chief Justice of India

tutions strong enough to be
trusted. Perhaps numbers and
statistics can make the point

better than words alone,” CJI
Kant said.

“Nyaya-nomics, or more
simply, the economics of jus-
tice. It is a fact that consistent
adjudication and trust in the
process reduce the cost of
each transaction built upon it,
thereby levelling the playing
field for market forces, and in
turn, making way for
growth.”

No BRICS+ economy, in-
cluding India, has achieved
growth solely through its re-
sources. Development in these
countries has been proportion-
al to the enforceability of
their commitments, he added.

Further, the CJI said, “If
there is one phrase you absorb
into your vocabulary this
morning, let it be ‘Nyaya
Setu’, a bridge of justice that
connects 11 legal traditions
which have mutually agreed
that trust should be cultivated
deliberately rather than await-
ed passively.”

“Institutions are not scaf-
folding we erect around
growth once it has already
begun, but they are its archi-
tecture. Take the architecture
away, and in truth, what looks
like a rising economy is a
stack of good fortune waiting
for its first storm,” he said.
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MYSURU

Adarsh Sudheendra, Chief
Innovation Officer of Excel-
soft Technologies and
founding member of Mysuru
Quantum AlI, launched his
debut book, The Compound-
ing Leader: A Mid-Career
Manifesto in the Age of Al,
in Mysuru on Saturday.

The event was organised
by Mysuru Quantum Al and
Mysuru Book Club Charita-
ble Trust. R. Guru, Chair-
man of N.R. Group, was the
chief guest, while Dr. R.
Balasubramaniam, Member
of NITI Aayog and founder
of SVYM and Grassroots,
was the guest of honour and
delivered a special lecture.

The programme also fea-
tured an engaging conversa-
tion between author Adarsh
Sudheendra and Adarsh Ra-
mesh, founder of Inside Out,
followed by an interaction
and question-and-answer
session with the audience.
Written primarily for profes-
sionals with 8 to 20 years of
experience, The Compound-
ing Leader examines a criti-
cal question of mid-career
leadership: What differenti-
ates leaders who continue to

grow from those whose
progress eventually pla-
teaus?

The book explores how
leaders can continuously
build their capabilities as re-
sponsibilities increase, ex-
pand their influence by em-
powering others, and make
decisions that deliver stron-
ger results over the long
term.

The book is divided into
three broad sections — The
Inner Game, The Outer
Game and The Long Game
— and is structured around
the Compounding Leader
Flywheel.

The Inner Game focuses
on the journey beyond early
career success and the need
for continuous personal and
professional growth. The
Outer Game examines lever-
age, including how leaders
can expand their influence
through people and Al. The
Long Game brings together
roots and legacy by focusing
on family, community and
the development of the next
generation of leaders. The
fifth element, Reps, centres
on the habits that enable
these areas to compound
over time.

DISTRICT

Excelsoft ClI0O Adarsh Sudheendra launches
“The Compounding Leader’ iIn Mysuru

Al serves as a new dimen-
sion of leadership and career
development throughout the
book. Sudheendra examines
how leaders can use Al not
only to strengthen their own
skills and decision-making
abilities but also to expand
their influence.

He also draws a distinction
between “Shallow AI” and
“Deep Al,” arguing that lead-
ers should place greater em-

phasis on deep knowledge,
tangible outcomes and trust
rather than focusing merely
on speed and novelty.

He said the book is built
around the idea that “ego
isolates a leader, while hu-
mility compounds leader-
ship.” Sustainable leadership
growth, he added, comes
from building strong teams,
making better decisions and
continuing to grow in the

age of Al

The foreword to the book
has been written by D. Sud-
hanva, Chairman and Man-
aging Director of Excelsoft
Technologies. With more
than 25 years of experience
in the Indian software indus-
try, Sudhanva has helped
build Excelsoft from its be-
ginnings as a smart app ven-
ture in a garage into a pub-
licly listed company.

‘BETTER CITIES CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO
ADDRESS CIVIC ISSUES AND WORKERS” RIGHTS

MYSURU

The Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) has launched its ‘Bet-
ter Cities’ campaign in My-
suru, focusing on civic is-
sues, the rights of urban
workers and the need for an
equitable and dignified qual-
ity of life for all citizens.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Mysuru City
Congress office, Nagesh
Kariyappa, I'YC in-charge of
Kerala, said the campaign
was not aimed at opposing
any government or political
party, but was intended to
become the voice of ordi-
nary people who live and
work in cities. The campaign
was built around four princi-
ples — Dignity, Rights, Or-
ganisation and Leadership
— and sought to examine
whether the benefits of ur-
ban development and basic
civic amenities were reach-
ing all sections of society
equally.

Mysuru is already a city of
pride for its cleanliness, cul-
ture, heritage and quality of
life. Our objective is not to
criticise Mysuru, but to en-
sure that its high standards
reach every locality, periph-

* ﬂﬁ_--

eral area and every worker.
The campaign will have two
major components. Under
‘Mera Shehar, Mera Haq’,
IYC workers will visit dif-
ferent wards and neighbour-
hoods to directly document
residents’ problems relating
to drinking water, roads and
potholes, underground drain-
age, stormwater drains, gar-

o AMC e 2R,

bage disposal, streetlights,
footpaths, parks and other
basic civic amenities. The
issues will be brought to the
notice of the concerned de-
partments and officials, fol-
lowed up regularly and mon-
itored until solutions are
found.

The second component,
‘Mehnat Ke Haath’, will fo-

cus on interaction with
workers who keep the city
functioning, including
pourakarmikas, gig and de-
livery workers, domestic
workers, auto and taxi driv-
ers, security guards, street
vendors and other unorgan-
ised urban workers. The
hands that keep Mysuru
clean and the hands that

keep Mysuru moving must
receive dignity and respect,”
he said.

Responding to questions
on the campaign being
launched when the Congress
is in power in Karnataka, he
said the important question
was not whom the campaign
was against, but whom it
stood for. “We are for the
people,” he said.

He added that the IYC
would act as a bridge be-
tween citizens and the gov-
ernment by highlighting
public grievances with the
appropriate authorities and
pursuing them until they
were resolved. “This cam-
paign will not be about pho-
to opportunities. Our work
will have meaning only
when people’s problems are
resolved,” he said, adding
that the process would in-
volve listening to citizens,
documenting their grievanc-
es, taking them to officials,
following up and verifying
solutions with the people
themselves.

Hoysala M.R., Majid Hi-
dayath Khan, Manoj M.,
Saqlain, Karan Srikantaiah,
Rohit Singh and Nithin were
among those present.

1501th year
Jashne Eid
Meelad-Un-Nabi
celebration on
August 27

MYSURU

The Central Tanzeem Ahle
Sunnath Jamath Trust, My-
suru is celebrating 1501 th
year Jashne Eid Mee-
lad-un-Nabi - Birthday of
Prophet Muhammad PBHU
in a grand scale August 27 at
7:30 pm at historical Meelad
Bagh, Ashoka Road, Lash-
kar Mohalla, Mysuru.

It will be held under the
Chairmanship of Hazarath
Moulana Alhaj Mohd. Us-
man Shariff Saheb, Sir Qazi
of Mysuru and under the
auspice of Hazarath Moula-
na Mufti Sajjad Hussain
Khan Misbahi Saheb, Qazi,
Idhara Shariya, Mysuru,
Mandya, Chamarajanagar
District and under the guid-
ance of Hazarath Moulana
Sufi Mohammed Anwar
Ahmed Nizami Ashrafi Sa-
heb, Chief Patron of Darul
Uloom Azeezia, Mamballi,
and Hazarath Moulana Mo-
hammed Shabeer Hussain
Hasmathi Saheb and other
Ulma-e-Ahle Sun-
nath-wo-Jamath. N R As-
sembly MLA Tanveer Sait
will be the chief guest in the
function.

“Ex-CM Gundurao made im

MYSURU

On the occasion of the 33rd
death anniversary of former
Karnataka Chief Minister R.
Gundurao, the Gundurao
Fans’ Association organised
a programme titled ‘Gun-
durao Nenapinangala’ at the
premises of Kalamandira in
Mysuru.

Former MDA Chairman
H.V. Rajeev, who paid floral
tributes to Gundurao’s por-
trait, said that his contribu-
tion to the State of Karnata-

ka was immense.

“Gundurao was a leader
who transformed the eco-
nomic lives of thousands of
poor families by providing
government employment op-
portunities. He inspired
lakhs of people to work with
self-respect and dignity,”
Rajeev said.

He recalled that Gundurao
introduced several signifi-
cant initiatives, including
the Pay Commission. He
also implemented an import-
ant transport plan by estab-

mense contribution to K'taka”

lishing city and rural bus
terminals near the Central
Railway Station in Bengalu-
ru, which was considered a
pioneering initiative in Asia
at the time.

Gundurao also introduced
schemes aimed at providing
free electricity to poor fam-
ilies in remote villages and
ensured adequate supply of
Cauvery water to Bengaluru,
Rajeev said. “As Chief Min-
ister, Gundurao implemented
several people-oriented pro-
grammes that had a lasting

impact on Karnataka. His
contribution and commit-
ment to the welfare of
the common people will al-
ways be remembered,” he
added.

Congress leader C.S. Ra-
ghu, KPCC member
Nazarbad Nataraj, Latha
Mohan, Dinesh, Gundurao
Fans’ Association president
Vinay Kanagal, Raviteja,
Rakesh, Suchendra, Lokesh,
Pavan, S.N. Rajesh, Harish
Naidu and others were
present.
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Sugar shock hits
food industry

MCCI seeks Govt’s intervention

MYSURU

The sharp surge in sugar prices
is beginning to pinch the food
manufacturing and hospitality
sectors, with the price of sugar,
which stood at around 342 per
kg two months ago and
climbed to nearly %48 just 10
days ago, now touching 78 or
more in the market, said Dr.
K.B. Lingraju, President of the
Mysuru Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

According to him, the de-
cline in sugarcane production
due to inadequate rainfall is
one of the major factors be-
hind the price rise. Another
important factor is the in-
creasing diversion of sugar-
cane-based products towards
ethanol production. With the
Union Government encourag-
ing higher ethanol blending in
petrol, larger quantities of
sugar and sugarcane deriva-
tives are being utilised for
ethanol production, putting
additional pressure on the
availability of sugar in the do-
mestic market. The unprece-
dented rise in sugar prices is
not merely a concern for con-
sumers. It has significantly
increased the production costs
of bakeries, sweet manufac-
turers, biscuit makers, bever-
age companies, food process-
ing units, hotels, restaurants
and several other small and
medium-sized enterprises.

Dr Lingaraju said industries
are already grappling with ris-
ing electricity bills, labour
costs, transportation charges,
packaging expenses and the
increasing prices of various
raw materials. The sudden es-
calation in sugar prices has
now added another burden,
forcing small and medi-
um-sized food manufacturers
to consider increasing the pric-
es of their products. However,
raising prices would put an
additional burden on consum-
ers, while keeping prices un-
changed could result in mount-
ing losses for businesses.

Sugar prices soar
from3I42 toI78/kg
in open market

Government’s intervention
Dr. Lingraju urged both the
State and Central Govern-
ments to intervene immedi-
ately to protect the food man-
ufacturing and hotel sectors.
He sought a mechanism to
supply sugar to food process-
ing industries and hotels at
subsidised rates.

He also called for sugar re-
quired by small and medi-
um-sized industries to be
made available at concession-
al prices through a govern-
ment-regulated system. The
government, he said, should
closely monitor sugar produc-
tion, stocks and the quantity
being diverted for ethanol
production. Strict action
should also be taken to pre-
vent artificial shortages and
illegal hoarding in the market.
The Centre and State Govern-
ments must hold consultations
with sugar factories and in-
dustry associations to evolve
measures to stabilise sugar
prices. Food manufacturing
and the hotel industry are di-
rectly connected with the dai-
ly lives of people. When the
price of an essential raw ma-
terial like sugar rises so
sharply within such a short
period, running these busi-
nesses becomes extremely
difficult. The government
must understand the problems
faced by the industry and im-
mediately introduce a system
to supply sugar at subsidised
rates.

“Act against untreated
wastewater discharge into Kabini”

MYSURU

BJP Mysuru City District
Spokesperson M.A. Mo-
han has urged the Govern-
ment of India to take ur-
gent and stringent mea-
sures to prevent the dis-
charge of untreated sew-
age and industrial efflu-
ents into rivers across the
country, warning that the
growing pollution poses a
serious threat to public
health, biodiversity and
the environment.

In a letter to the Centre,
Mohan said that despite
the availability of modern
wastewater treatment tech-
nologies, several towns,
industries, resorts and
commercial establish-
ments continue to dis-
charge untreated wastewa-
ter directly into rivers and
other water bodies.

Pointing to the Kabini
River in Karnataka as a se-
rious example, he said the
severe drought conditions
witnessed last month re-
sulted in the water level in
the Kabini Reservoir fall-
ing to a record low. The
exposed riverbed and stag-
nant polluted stretches
during the period clearly
revealed the environmental
stress faced by the river
system, he said. Untreated
wastewater from Saragur
town, which has a popula-
tion of nearly 50,000,
along with wastewater gen-
erated by several resorts
and commercial establish-
ments located along the
river, is being discharged
into the Kabini without ad-
equate treatment.

He termed the situation
a matter of grave concern
as the Kabini serves as an
important source of drink-
ing water for Mysuru and
flows downstream towards
T. Narasipura, where it
joins the Kaveri at the
Sangama. The river subse-

quently flows into Tamil
Nadu before reaching the
sea, meaning that pollu-
tion at the source could
affect millions of people
and downstream ecosys-
tems, he pointed out.

He also highlighted the
ecological importance of
the Heggadadevanakote
region, through which the
Kabini flows. The area
comprises dense forests
and tribal habitats and de-
serves the highest level of
environmental protection,
he said. Heggadadevana-
kote taluk is also unique in
having four major dams,
making conservation of its
water resources particular-
ly important.

Mohan urged the Centre
to make it mandatory for
every urban local body, in-
dustry, resort and commer-
cial establishment located
near rivers to treat waste-
water through Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) or
Effluent Treatment Plants
(ETPs) before discharge.

He also sought strict
monitoring, periodic in-
spections and stringent
penalties against violators.
He proposed launching a
pilot project on the Kabini
to create a comprehensive
river pollution prevention
model, including the in-
stallation and effective op-
eration of STPs for towns
and commercial establish-
ments along the river.

He further urged the
government to replicate
the successful model
across major river basins
in the country. “Protecting
rivers is essential for safe-
guarding drinking water,
agriculture, wildlife, for-
ests and the health of fu-
ture generations,” Mohan
said, appealing to the Cen-
tre to take urgent steps to
ensure that no untreated
wastewater is discharged
into India's rivers.
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Kabini Reservoir loses 10 feet as
Tamil Nadu releases drain storage

MYSURU

The Kabini Reservoir, which
had surged close to its full
reservoir level following
heavy rains in its catchment
areas a couple of weeks ago,
is now witnessing a sharp de-
pletion in storage, with the
water level falling by nearly
10 feet amid continuous re-
leases to Tamil Nadu.

According to the reservoir
readings recorded at 8§ a.m. on
Saturday, the water level
stood at 2,274.44 feet, against
the maximum level of 2,284
feet. The reservoir has a total
storage capacity of 19.52
TMC, of which the present
storage is 13.97 TMC, while
the live storage is only 4.16
TMC.

The situation is in stark
contrast to the conditions pre-
vailing around two weeks
ago, when the reservoir had
almost touched the brim after
heavy rains lashed the Kabini
catchment. The dam level had
risen to around 2,283 feet,
leaving only about a foot be-

low the maximum level.

However, the sustained re-
lease of water downstream,
particularly towards Tamil
Nadu, has steadily eaten into
the reservoir storage. The lat-
est figures show that the in-
flow into Kabini stands at
7,691 cusecs, while the total
outflow has risen to 14,600
cusecs. Of this, 12,940 cusecs
is being released through the
river, while another 1,660 cu-
secs is being drawn through
the canals.

The Left Bank Canal is re-
ceiving 60 cusecs, while 1,600

cusecs is being released

through the Right Bank Canal.
The reservoir also recorded 15
mm of rainfall, but the inflow
remains insufficient to com-
pensate for the heavy outflow.

The worrying aspect is that
the rains in the Kabini catch-
ment have now almost reced-
ed, raising concerns over the
availability of fresh inflows in
the coming days. With the
reservoir losing water faster
than it is receiving it, the
comfortable storage position
witnessed earlier this month
has rapidly changed.

The decline in storage
could have serious implica-
tions for villages and agricul-
tural areas dependent on Ka-
bini for their drinking water
and irrigation requirements. If
the present pattern of low in-
flow and high outflow contin-
ues, the pressure on water re-
sources could intensify in the
weeks ahead.

The latest figures also high-
light the stark year-on-year
change. At the same time last
year, the reservoir had record-
ed a water level of 2,284 feet,
with a storage of 19.52 TMC
and an inflow of 11,739 cu-
secs.

With the monsoon losing
momentum in the catchment
and the reservoir continuing
to release substantial quanti-
ties of water, the once-bounti-
ful Kabini is now showing
visible signs of stress. What
appeared to be a water-rich
season just a fortnight ago has
quickly turned into a situation
warranting close monitoring
of the reservoir and the needs
of downstream communities.

Civil Aviation Minister Inaugurates
Flybrary at Mysuru Airport

MYSURU

Mysuru Airport today
marked another milestone in
enhancing passenger experi-
ence with the inauguration of
the Flybrary by Minister of
Civil Aviation, Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu.

The Flybrary is an innova-
tive initiative aimed at pro-
moting reading among air
travellers by providing a con-
venient platform where pas-
sengers can borrow, read, and
exchange books during their
journey. The facility is de-
signed to make waiting time
at the airport more engaging
and intellectually enriching
while fostering a culture of
reading.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister appreciated the

initiative and highlighted the
importance of creating pas-
senger centric facilities that
go beyond conventional air-
port services. Such initia-
tives contribute to making
airports more welcoming
and memorable for travelers,
he added.

Mysuru Airport remains

committed to continuously
improving passenger ameni-
ties and introducing innova-
tive services that enhance the
overall travel experience.
The Flybrary reflects the air-
port’s dedication to providing
thoughtful and meaningful
facilities for its passengers.
The inauguration was at-

tended by Member of Parlia-
ment Dhanapal; Regional
Executive Director Muruga-
nandam; Ramanathan, Exec-
utive Director (CA&CS); P.
V. Usha Kumari, Airport Di-
rector; along with senior of-
ficials of Airports Authority
of India, KSISF, Indigo Air-
lines, and other dignitaries.

St Mary’s de Mathias School students shine at NCC Camp

MYSURU

MLA Tanveer Sait launches white-
topping road project ahead of Dasara

MYSURU

Narasimha Raja Assembly
MLA Tanveer Sait on Satur-
day performed the bhoomi
puja and formally launched
the white-topping work on
the 2.2-km stretch from Ma-
nipal Circle to Millennium
Circle in Mysuru.

With Mysuru emerging as
one of the fastest-growing
cities in Karnataka following
the completion of the Benga-
luru-Mysuru Expressway,
preparations are underway to
welcome tourists arriving for
the world-famous Mysuru
Dasara celebrations. As part
of these preparations,
white-topping road projects
are being taken up at several
key locations in the city.

Mysuru is a major cultural,
heritage and tourist destina-
tion, and lakhs of visitors
from different parts of the
country and abroad are ex-
pected to arrive in the city
during the Dasara festivities.
With the anticipated increase
in vehicular traffic, the devel-
opment of durable white-
topped roads is expected to
improve connectivity and
ease traffic movement.

Speaking after performing
the bhoomi puja, Sait said the
State Government had re-
leased funds through the Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD)
to take up white-topping
works on 12 major roads in
the city to address increasing
traffic congestion.

The foundation stone for
the projects had been laid ear-
lier when Siddaramaiah was
Chief Minister. Following the
preparation of the technical

report, works that can be
completed before the Dasara
festival are now being
launched.

Three roads in the N.R. As-
sembly constituency will be
taken up for white-topping.
The work on the 2.2-km
stretch from Manipal Circle
to Millennium Circle,
launched on Saturday, would
be completed before Dasara
and opened for public traffic,
he said.

Sait said Rs.121 crore had
been earmarked for
white-topping projects. Works
worth Rs.67 crore are being
launched as part of the current
phase. White-topped concrete
roads would have lower main-
tenance costs, longer durabil-
ity and provide better riding
quality, he added.

He said the Government
had identified 12 major roads
in Mysuru city that experi-
ence heavy vehicular move-
ment and entrusted the PWD
with the task of developing
these roads through
white-topping. The projects
would cover a total length of
46.088 km at an estimated
cost of Rs.393.85 crore.

The comprehensive
white-topping project would
include several supporting

infrastructure works. These
include construction of the
white-topping carriageway,
provision of paver blocks and
buffer zones along the roads
to facilitate future installation
of underground drainage, wa-
ter-supply lines and electrical
cables, and development of
footpaths for the convenience
of pedestrians.

The project will also in-
clude construction of RCC
drains and culverts to ensure
smooth flow of rainwater, in-
stallation of traditional street-
lights along road medians and
shifting of existing wa-
ter-supply and underground
drainage pipelines wherever
necessary.

The works are expected to
improve the overall quality
and durability of major roads
while enhancing traffic
movement and the appear-
ance of the city ahead of the
Dasara festivities.

Aziz Sait Block Congress
president Syed Igbal, KPCC
coordinator Shaukhat Ali
Khan, Majid Ahmed, Nabi-
jan, and leaders Noor Ahmed,
Abdul Vaseem, Irfan, Syed
Farooq, Aftab Afu, Akmal,
Shakira Begum, N. Made-
gowda, Pradeep Chandra and
others were present.

Rotary Club of Mysore Metro donates RO
Water Purifier to the Hootagalll Govt HS

MYSURU

In a significant effort to en-
sure safe drinking water for
school children, the Rotary
Club of Mysore Metro donat-
ed and installed a commer-
cial Reverse Osmosis (RO)
water purifier at the Govern-
ment High School in Hoota-
galli in Mysuru on Saturday.

The community service
project is set to benefit
around 400 students current-
ly enrolled at the institution,

Students of St Mary’s de Mathi-
as School participated in various
cultural and sports competitions
held as part of the 10-day NCC
Annual Training Camp organ-
ised by the 3 Karnataka Naval
Unit, Manasagangothri, Mysu-
ru. The students showcased
their talent and sportsmanship
and won several prizes and roll-

protecting them from water-
borne diseases and promot-
ing a healthier learning envi-
ronment. The facility was
officially inaugurated and
installed by Satyendra
Kashyap, President of the
Rotary Club of Mysore Met-
ro. He was accompanied by
Honorary Secretary Ravin-
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School, Hootagalli, formally
received the water purifica-
tion system on behalf of the
school. She expressed her
gratitude to the Rotary Club
for addressing a critical in-
frastructure need that direct-
ly impacts the daily well-be-

project will involve painting
the entire school building to
create a brighter, more vi-
brant, and welcoming educa-
tional environment for the
students.

Speaking at the event, the
Rotary leadership reiterated

ing trophies in the competitions. |
School Principal Sister Mini

Pallipadan, Administrator Sister g

Bincy, Vice-Principal Sister *'
Christina, along with Saritha ;
and Narayana Swamy, were

present on the occasion.

dra Babu and Community
Service Director Sujith,
alongside several prominent
members of the club who
supported the initiative.
Sangeeta, the Headmis-
tress of Government High

ing of the students.
Building on this initiative,
the Rotary Club of Mysore
Metro announced that their
support for the school will
continue. The club's next up-
coming community service

their ongoing commitment
to community development,
emphasizing that both health
resources and a positive
physical environment are
fundamental necessities for
youth education.

Rotary Club of Mysuru
Elite donates furniture to
anganwadl centre

MYSURU

The Rotary Club of Mysuru Elite distributed chairs and tables
to the 25 children of the Anganwadi Centre at Kupparavalli
village, in Nanjangud taluk under the Varuna Assembly constit-

uency.

Speaking on the occasion, Rotary Club president Mahadev
Swamy said the furniture was provided to the Anganwadi cen-
tre in association with the Rotary Club of Mysuru, Rotary Club
Royal and Heritage organisation. He wamted the children to
make proper use of the facilities provided to them.

Former Gram Panchayat president K.M. Chandrashekar, K.S.
Kumar, secretary K.M. Paramesh, Zone Senaani Ravi, president
G. Maralli, Puttarajappa, vice-president Shivayogi Hiremath,
treasurer Manjegowda, Rotary Royal president Hanumantha
Rao, H. Chandrashekar, Satyendra, Madhav Rao, ACDPO Man-
junath, Anganwadi supervisor Sudha, leaders Nagarajappa and
Kumaraswamy, Anganwadi worker Kalavathi, Mahadevamma,
library supervisor Mallika Prakash, along with Anganwadi chil-
dren, Rotary office-bearers and villagers, were present.

MUDA’s 1,100-site cancellation order
raises doubt MLC Raghu Kautllya

MYSURU

BJP MLC Raghu Kautilya on
Saturday questioned the State
Government’s decision to
cancel 1,100 sites allegedly
allotted illegally by the Mysu-
ru Urban Development Au-
thority (MUDA), claiming
that the order contained loop-
holes that could protect bene-
ficiaries of the alleged scam.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said the govern-
ment, following mounting
pressure, issued an order
claiming to cancel 1,100 ille-
gally allotted sites. However,
the order deliberately used the
term “alternative sites” in-
stead of clearly referring to
allotments made under the
controversial 50:50 scheme.
The wording could have legal
implications and may be an
attempt to shield beneficiaries
who allegedly benefited from
irregular allotments. The ab-
sence of an annexure listing
the 1,100 sites and the names
of the beneficiaries has creat-
ed doubt.

Raghu said the government
has not made it clear which
sites have actually been can-

celled or who the beneficiaries
are. Without such details, the
entire process remains opaque.
The cancellation order covered
only site allotments made after
2023 while leaving out al-
legedly irregular allotments
made during earlier years.
Explaining the evolution of
the land-allotment scheme, he
said that in 2009, during the
tenure of then Chief Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa, a 40:60 ra-
tios was introduced. Under
the arrangement, farmers sur-
rendering their land for devel-
opment were entitled to 40
per cent of the developed
sites, while MUDA retained
60 per cent. As private devel-
opers began offering better
compensation and incentives
to landowners, MUDA faced
difficulties in acquiring land.

Consequently, in 2015, during
the tenure of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, the share was
increased to 50:50, he said.

Kautilya maintained that
the 50:50 arrangements were
intended only for newly de-
veloped layouts. However, he
alleged that corrupt officials
subsequently applied the
scheme retrospectively to old
properties, enabling the al-
leged illegal distribution of
valuable sites.

He also criticised MUDA
for what he described as seri-
ous failures in civic manage-
ment, alleging that the author-
ity had increasingly func-
tioned like a “Private Devel-
oper Authority”, focusing on
disposal of remaining plots
rather than planned develop-
ment of Mysuru.

Third edition of JWGS
begins in Mysuru

MYSURU

The prestigious 3rd edition
of the tournament has started
at JWGC in Mysuru from to-
day. It will conclude on
Sunday.

It is a two-day, 36-hole na-
tional-level challenge and
has attracted over 73 lady
golfers from across India.

The Golfing Women’s As-
sociation of Jayachamaraja
Wadiyar Golf Club (JWGC)
was formed two years ago to
encourage lady golfers to
actively participate in
tournaments.

With a vision to inspire
and grow women’s golf in
Mysuru, the Association
launched its flagship event -
‘Queens on the Greens’ — an
all-women’s golf tournament
at the historic JWGC.

The current Managing
Committee of the Associa-
tion comprises Gayathri Mo-
han, President, Ashika
Kushalappa, Secretary and
Smitha Prabhakar, Treasurer.

The entire Managing Com-
mittee of JWGC has extend-
ed its fullest support for the
successful conduct of the
tournament.
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A major regulatory scandal
has emerged in Karnataka as
the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board ordered a for-
mal departmental inquiry
against 4 senior officials for
allegedly issuing fraudulent
plastic recycling certificates.

The investigation centers
on Extended Producer Re-
sponsibility regulations,
which require plastic manu-
facturing companies to re-
sponsibly recycle post-con-
sumer waste. According to
audit findings by environment
departments and central pol-
Iution monitoring bodies, sev-
eral commercial recycling
units were caught generating
false compliance documents.
These certificates falsely
claimed that large quantities
of plastic waste had been pro-
cessed and recycled without
any actual industrial recycling
taking place.

QUICKREAD |

Killer arrested after
brutally stabbing
woman over money

Bengaluru
A tragic incident unfolded
late Thursday night near
the Majestic bus station,
where a transgender wom-
an named Devi was brutal-
ly killed. The attack
stemmed from a minor
dispute over a mere 200
rupees. Investigators re-
vealed that a heavily intox-
icated 29-year-old suspect
named Gautam ap-
proached her around 3:00
AM to rob her. When Devi
refused, a fierce argument
quickly turned deadly.
Gautam struck her with a
dagger and fled with her
phone and cash. Police
launched a swift manhunt,
arrested the suspect with-
in hours, recovered the sto-
len belongings, and initiat-
ed strict legal proceedings.

Karnataka High Court
orders 24/7Police
station CCTV

Bengaluru
The Karnataka High Court
has ruled that all police
station security cameras
must stay on around the
clock. Judges slammed lo-
cal police after officials
claimed cameras were
broken for nearly a year
during a harassment inves-
tigation. The court called
this excuse completely un-
acceptable and damaging
to public trust. Acting on
strict Supreme Court rules,
judges ordered real-time
video monitoring directly
from the top police office.
Authorities must ensure
every camera works with-
out pause to keep officers
accountable and protect
citizens across the state.

High-speed winds and
rain hit Karnataka
districts

Bengaluru
The Meteorological De-
partment has issued a
heavy rain and storm alert
across Karnataka as the
monsoon remains active.
Coastal and interior dis-
tricts expect moderate
showers, accompanied by
strong winds reaching up
to fifty kilometers per hour
in northern areas. Fisher-
men are strictly advised to
avoid venturing into rough
seas. Cooler weather con-
ditions will prevail in Ben-
galuru and surrounding
southern interior regions.
Officials urge travelers
and local farmers to take
necessary safety precau-
tions against potential
disruptions caused by the

The accused officials are
facing severe disciplinary ac-
tion for allegedly bypassing
mandatory verification rules
and approving these fraudu-
lent certificates for corporate
entities in exchange for finan-
cial gains. This multi-crore
malpractice allowed manufac-
turing companies to bypass
environmental obligations il-
legally, sparking widespread

BENGALURU

Fake Paper, Real Scandals:
Pollution Board Probes

Four senior Karnataka pollution control officials face departmental inquiries
over a massive scandal involving fraudulent plastlc recycling certificates

outrage among local citizens,
consumer advocates, and en-
vironmentalists.

In response to the growing
crisis, the pollution control
board has intensified its
crackdown across the state.
Authorities have announced
plans to cancel the operating
licenses of commercial recy-
cling units involved in fabri-
cating records and impose

THE RECYCLING

SCAM

- The EPR Mandate: Under
central rules overseen via portals
like the Central Pollution Control

Board, plastic producers must
prove waste recycling to stay
compliant.

- Paper-Only Recycling: Certain
rogue units generated false
clearance documents, claiming
plastic waste was responsibly
processed without ever recycling
a single kilo.

- Official Complicity: Four board
officers allegedly bypassed
verification protocols, prompting
immediate disciplinary action
and potential registration
cancellations..

heavy financial penalties. The
strict administrative steps aim
to restore transparency in en-
vironmental governance and
crack down on syndicates ex-
ploiting sustainability proto-
cols.

PARKS FOR PROJECTS?
B’LURU RESIDENTS OPPOSE

The Karnataka state cabinet
has approved a major
amendment allowing a portion
of government park land to be
utilized for public projects and
horticultural infrastructure

v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka state cabinet
has approved a major amend-
ment bill allowing up to 5
percent of government park
land to be used for public pur-
poses.

The cabinet meeting
cleared the proposed revision
to the Karnataka Government
Parks Conservation Act of
1975, which was formulated
by the horticulture depart-
ment. Under the updated
rules, a maximum of 5 per-
cent of total park areas across
the state can be utilized for
public projects through sales,
leases, gifts, or other legal
transfers.

Government departments,
statutory authorities, and local
bodies will be permitted to
use these designated spaces
within park boundaries. To
oversee these allocations, the
bill proposes a formal assess-
ment system headed by the
additional chief secretary
alongside field experts. Fur-
thermore, major horticultural
projects, cold storage facili-
ties, and agro-processing cen-
ters supporting local farmers
will be allowed within sepa-

Bill Provisions

» Land Allocation: Up to 5%
of park areas can be
reallocated.

» Transfer Methods:
< Properties may change hands
via lease, sale, or mortgage.

+Oversight Panel: A special”’
- committee will assess .-

Publlc Concerns

: Loss of Greenery: Citizen
worry available public open
spaces will shrink.

» Commercial Threat:
Fears remain that the five
percent cap could rise later.

rate horticulture zones.

However, this decision has
sparked strong opposition
from residents across Benga-
luru. Local citizens and com-
munity groups are deeply
concerned that commercializ-
ing park spaces will shrink
vital green cover and reduce
recreational areas meant for
children and seniors. Critics
argue that utilizing public
open spaces for development
projects sets a worrying prec-
edent.

Residents have urged the
government to protect natural
ecosystems and preserve
green spaces rather than allow
commercial or administrative
expansion within public
parks. The bill is expected to
be introduced during the on-
going assembly session,
where lively debates are an-
ticipated as lawmakers ad-
dress the competing demands
of urban infrastructure devel-
opment and environmental
protection.
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Director Om Prakash Rao
faces cheating charges

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Popular Sandalwood film di-
rector Om Prakash Rao and
his wife, Denisa Prakash, are
facing serious legal trouble. A
group of angry investors has
officially accused the couple
of taking crores of rupees and
refusing to pay it back.

The trouble started back in
2023. Actors Bhaskar Shetty,
Vasudeva Reddy, and their
partners trusted the director
and lent him a massive
amount of money. The total
came to Rs.3.85crore. The
couple needed the cash to
produce a new movie titled
Phoenix. At the time, the di-
rector promised he would re-
turn every single rupee within
just six months.

Instead, three years have
flown by, and the investors
claim they have not seen a
single coin. When the lenders
went to the director's house
recently to talk peacefully and
ask for their hard-earned

Kannada film director
Om Prakash Rao and
his wife face a police

complaint after

allegedly refusing to
repay Rs. 3.85 crore

borrowed for the movie

Phoenix

money back, things took a
dark turn. According to the
police complaint, the couple
did not apologize or offer a

solution. Instead, they al-
legedly threatened the inves-
tors' lives.

Feeling cheated and unsafe,
the group first tried to solve
the matter through the Karna-
taka Film Chamber of Com-
merce. When talks failed
there, they decided to take
strong legal action. Armed
with the original movie con-
tract and bounced checks,
Bhaskar Shetty and the others
registered formal complaints.

They submitted a detailed
petition to the Bangalore City
Police Commissioner and the
Byadarahalli Police Station.
Police officials confirmed that
they have received the com-
plaint and are actively inves-
tigating the matter. The direc-
tor and his wife have not yet
released a public statement
regarding these serious alle-
gations. As the investigation
moves forward, the movie in-
dustry is watching closely to
see what happens next in this
messy financial battle.

SIT seeks special
powers in fake
medicine case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Special Investigation
Team probing a massive
counterfeit drug racket oper-
ating from a Ramanagara
farmhouse has hit a major le-
gal roadblock. To ensure a
thorough investigation with-
out procedural delays, the
team has formally approached
the state Home Department
for special legal powers.

The fake medicine opera-
tion came to light after police
raided an isolated farmhouse
in Dodderi village. Locals
grew suspicious of luxury
cars and aggressive guard
dogs. Investigators discovered
the syndicate shipped around
one hundred bottles of fake
pharmaceuticals weekly using
delivery apps directly to Ben-
galuru buyers.

Authorities issued a lookout
notice for Prashanth, the sus-
pected mastermind. Under
standard rules, only official
drug control board officers
possess direct authority to file
formal charges under the
strict Drugs and Cosmetics
Act. Because counterfeit
crimes carry severe sentences,
investigators are requesting
official authorization to inde-
pendently file cases and in-
spect records without bureau-
cratic hurdles.

Dalit protection lacking, claims Chalavadi Narayanaswamy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders have strongly criti-
cized the ruling administra-
tion, alleging a sharp increase
in crimes and atrocities direct-
ed against marginalized com-
munities across the region.
Party representatives voiced
deep concern during a recent
media briefing held at the lo-
cal party office, claiming that
law enforcement agencies
have failed to provide ade-
quate safety and security for

vulnerable citizens.

Senior opposition figures
pointed to specific disturbing
incidents involving violence
and caste-based discrimina-
tion, demanding immediate
legal action against all perpe-
trators. They argued that the
state administration has ne-
glected its primary duty to
protect citizens, pointing out
that victims continue to face
severe hardships without re-
ceiving timely justice or prop-
er administrative support.

Furthermore, political ten-

sions escalated as party mem-
bers raised concerns over re-
marks made by public figures
regarding national leadership.
Opposition leaders accused
specific ministers of using in-
appropriate language and be-
having improperly, demanding
swift arrests and formal police
reports to address these griev-
ances. They emphasized that
failing to act promptly against
such behavior sets a dangerous
precedent for public discourse
and institutional accountability.

The ongoing political row

also touched upon broader
public controversies, includ-
ing local sanitation disputes
and legislative debates. BJP
members made it clear that
they intend to keep pressure
on the government through
both parliamentary forums
and public platforms. They
urged state authorities to pri-
oritize civil rights protection,
ensure strict adherence to the
rule of law, and maintain ab-
solute transparency in han-
dling high-profile criminal
cases moving forward.

Cellphone Scandal: Prajwal
connected from inside

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Fresh trouble has begun for
former Member of Parliament
Prajwal Revanna, who is cur-
rently locked up inside Ben-
galuru's high-security Parap-
pana Agrahara Central Prison.
Recent police checks show
that he managed to get regular
phone access while serving
his sentence.

During a sudden inspection
by the Central Crime Branch,
officers searched his cell and
discovered hidden electronic
devices. Investigators found
that he possessed multiple
phones, including a smart de-
vice. Further checks revealed
that the SIM cards used in
these gadgets were registered
under other people's names,
with one active connection
traced back to a neighboring
state.

Police inquiry uncovered
how the illegal items entered

the high-security block. A lo-
cal resident from Banaswadi
named Naveen allegedly ar-
ranged the mobile phones. He
is believed to have handed
them over to another inmate
named Pratap Rai inside the
same barracks, who then
passed them along to Revan-
na. Authorities have already
taken Naveen into custody for
questioning regarding the
supply chain.

This security breach has
caused heavy trouble for jail
personnel. Led by DIG Jinen-
dra Gangavi, the department
launched a deep investigation
into the matter. Several prison
officials and security guards
face strict departmental action
and suspensions for allowing
unauthorized items inside. In-
vestigators are looking close-
ly at how staff members per-
mitted gadgets into high-risk
barracks, pointing to possible
corruption behind bars.

Focus On Preservation, Not
Blame: Ramalinga Reddy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Forest Minister Ramalinga
Reddy addressed recent secu-
rity concerns, stating that any
officer found at fault in past
shootouts will face strict dis-
ciplinary action. Speaking to
reporters, the minister high-
lighted that multiple gunfights
have occurred across forest
divisions over the years.

He noted that previous ad-
ministrations also experienced
similar violent incidents
during their terms in office.
Records show that numerous
cases have been registered
within specific divisions,
pointing to ongoing challeng-
es in protecting wildlife re-
serves from poachers and ille-
gal intruders.

Addressing allegations
made by opposition political
leaders, the minister urged au-
thorities to focus on environ-
mental preservation rather
than engaging in mutual accu-
sations. He emphasized that
the primary goal remains
safeguarding natural habitats
and wildlife without causing
unnecessary distress to local
residents living near forest
boundaries.

Furthermore, the govern-
ment plans to address security
loopholes related to unautho-
rized firearms. Officials in-
tend to coordinate with law
enforcement agencies to in-
vestigate individuals possess-
ing weapons without proper
licenses in surrounding villag-
es. Strict measures will be
implemented against anyone
violating firearm regulations
to ensure public safety and
maintain law and order across
sensitive regions.

The minister added that fur-
ther detailed discussions re-
garding these administrative
measures and departmental
reports will take place during
upcoming legislative sessions.
Maintaining staff morale
while ensuring absolute trans-
parency and accountability
remains a top priority for the
administration moving for-
ward.

Sugar and jaggery prlces skyrocket prematurely

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

As the festive season begins,
consumers across Karnataka
are facing a sudden financial
shock due to a sharp increase
in the prices of essential
sweeteners like sugar and jag-
gery.

Market reports indicate that
retail sugar prices have
jumped significantly, surging
from roughly 50 rupees to
around 75 rupees per kilo-
gram. This represents an in-

stock. Traditional jaggery
prices have escalated even
faster, climbing past thou-
sands of rupees per quintal
within a very short span.
Traders note that this unprec-
edented surge has created
widespread anxiety in local
markets.

Experts and merchants are
debating the underlying caus-
es, pointing to several com-
pounding factors. Chief
among them are a severe
shortage of sugarcane supply,

sugarcane fields have dried up
prematurely, causing harvest
quantities to drop by half
compared to previous years.
Furthermore, trade volumes
have plummeted drastically,
with daily market arrivals of
jaggery dropping sharply
across major trading hubs. In-
dustry veterans note that such
a steep price escalation has
rarely been witnessed since
local trade markets were estab-
lished. Consumers hope mar-
ket conditions stabilize soon to

Sugar Rates: Prices climbed
from fifty rupees up to
seventy-five rupees per kilogram

Jaggery Costs: Wholesale
rates surged from 4,500
rupees to 7,000 rupees
per quintal

Dried Fields: Drought condi-
tions ruined vast patches of
standing sugarcane crops

Lower Supply: Daily market
transport lorries carrying

severe weather and strong crease of nearly 40 percent dropping agricultural yields over recent months, and a  gery production. Without suf-  ease household budgets during jaggery halved recently
winds. for domestically produced caused by inadequate rainfall ~ sharp decline in regional jag-  ficient water supply, many the upcoming celebrations.
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Centre, State urged to

waive farmers’ loans

Mandya
Karnataka Raitha Sangha
leader Kiranguru Papu alias
Mohan Kumar has urged
the Central and State gov-
ernments to completely
waive agricultural loans of
farmers facing severe dis-
tress due to poor rainfall,
water shortage and crop
losses. He said farmers
were unable to grow or pro-
tect crops because of inad-
equate rain and limited wa-
ter availability. With the
government declaring
drought-hit areas, many
farmers have suffered
heavy losses and fallen into
debt after borrowing money
for cultivation. Papu said
farmers were forced to
pledge jewellery and bor-
row from private lenders at
high interest rates. He urged
governments to implement
the recommendations of
agricultural scientist M.S.
Swaminathan, provide sci-
entific prices for crops and
announce complete loan

Artificial paneer banned
across Karnataka

The Karnataka government banned the manufacturing, sale, and distribution
of artificial analogue paneer statewide for one year to protect consumer health

BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has officially banned the man-
ufacturing, storage, distribu-
tion, and sale of artificial or
analogue paneer across the
state for a period of one year.

Issued by the Food Safety
Division of the Food Safety
and Drug Administration De-
partment, the emergency no-
tification aims to protect pub-
lic health and consumer inter-
ests. The ruling prohibits all
processing, wholesale and
retail sales, packing, and gov-
ernment supply of non-dairy
paneer variants containing
vegetable fats or oils instead
of pure milk fat.

According to officials, au-
thentic paneer is legally clas-
sified under food safety rules

cannot be labeled or sold as
paneer. Although recent local
tests found tested samples
free of active toxic adultera-
tion, authorities enforced the
sweeping ban to prevent de-
ceptive market practices and
safeguard consumers.

© PANEER YIELD TRIAL:
CALLIUM ACETATE +I57 TARGET

does not impact certified
items like processed cheese,
frozen desserts, or mixed fat
spreads that follow separate
regulatory frameworks.
Furthermore, commercial
food businesses and hotels are
strictly barred from utilizing

Zero Tolerance: Non-dairy pa-
neer made with vegetable oil or
fatis banned

Wide Scope: The restriction
covers wholesale, transport,
display, and packaging.

Timeframe: The directive will re-
main active for an entire year.

Standard Products: Certified
items like frozen desserts and
cheese remain unaffected

Strict Penalties: Food busi-
nesses using fake paneerin
dishes face severe action

against operators failing to
comply, and enforcement

Bendre Bhavan
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neglected, becomes
hub for miscreants

MALINGARAYA PUJAR,
CH NEWS

The Bendre Bhavan in Shira-
hatti, the ancestral town of
renowned Kannada poet D.R.
Bendre, is reportedly lying in
a state of neglect, triggering
concern among local resi-
dents, literary enthusiasts and
Kannada organisations.

The cultural centre was
constructed at considerable

leged that the lack of proper
supervision has resulted in the
premises being misused after
dark. They claimed that mis-
creants and drunkards fre-
quently gather there, raising
concerns over the safety and
sanctity of the memorial
building. Residents have
urged the authorities to take
immediate steps to restore
the premises and prevent fur-
ther misuse.

waivers. as a certified dairy product The restriction applies analogue paneer ingredients teams have begun monitoring | public expense with the ob- Citizens and Kannada or-
— derived strictly from milk. strictly to uncertified dairy in any prepared food items. commercial establishments | jective of promoting literary  ganisations have demanded
Products substituting milk  analogue products lacking  The state food safety commis-  across the state to ensure im- : and cultural activities and that the Town Panchayat re-

Man arrested over solids with vegetable oils or  specific standards recognized  sioner emphasized that strict mediate implementation of ;| honouring the legacy of Ben- move all garbage and un-
ted Pakist other non-dairy components by national food authorities. It  legal action will be taken the new directive. dre. However, residents allege ~ wanted materials, clean the
suspected Faxistan that the building has failed to  entire premises and appoint
gangsterlinks . . se.r\lllefits iptenfded plllypose, s?curity pergo}l:nell.1 They
with few signitficant literar also suggested that the civic

ooddaballapn Permaculture conference promotes sustainable farming b st sos v i i Lo

Police have arrested a
28-year-old man from
Doddaballapur on suspi-
cion of maintaining links
with Pakistani gangsters
through social media. The
arrested person has been
identified as Syed
Abubakar, a resident of Is-
lampur. Police said the ar-
rest followed information
from the Counter Intelli-
gence Cell and Central In-
telligence Bureau. During
examination of his mobile
phone, officials allegedly
found that he had liked In-
stagram videos linked to
Pakistani gangsters and
shared some of them as
status updates. Police also
reportedly found photo-
graphs of pistols on his
phone and said he had
shown interest in firearms.
He was reportedly working
as an AC mechanic and is

being questioned. TUMAKURU fledged services. Officials  premises are reportedly show- = Chief Minister’s Political Secretary | [moosmecs  =ncme  mezmgecs.  BoRend  MER0IT
—— reportedly cite the non-arrival  ing signs of neglect. Litter, ~and MLA A.S. Ponnanna has de- | [, o008 S 5085 (NMPC) smhmmsaa o @er
e The Regional Cancer Hospital ~— of essential medical equip-  bidi pieces and empty liquor : fended former minister B. Nagendra, > o EA
: . . A (DULT) ©NTRITR 83 IYTOR o0MmOnedn oz mEsod
Leopard diesin trap, in Tumakuru, constructed ata  ment from Germany as the sachets have allegedly been | stating that the CID investigation R . e
three men arrested cost of around Rs 110 crore,  primary reason for the delay. ~ found in parts of the building ' into the alleged Karnataka Maharshi docomeond  HEATIU00n  H-BEERUTNOE  BRtret
has remained non-functional =~ The advanced equipment re-  and its surroundings. Valmiki Development Corporation B0252033 LoBT°W, RSN,
Tumakuru even 10 months after its inau-  quired for cancer diagnosis Residents have expressed | fund misuse case found no evidence | |[z | somsmone o=8 | ommess | ©omm 203 | erodiths
Forest officials have ar- guration, leaving patients and treatment is still awaited,  disappointment that a facility : linking him to the scam. Speaking to ;; omc | (st m@; Sne
rested three men aftera from Tumakuru and neigh-  and authorities have indicated  built with substantial public : reporters in Madikeri, Ponnanna said ==
leopard reportedly died in bouring districts dependent on  that the hospital cannot be-  funds is yet to serve the peo- : the investigation into eight FIRs reg- | || m’;ﬁggg;ﬁ;’,‘é\'ZﬂORK— NMPC 47.00 T
a trap and its carcass was Bengaluru for advanced can-  come fully operational until  ple for whom it was intended. : istered in connection with the case
allegedly burned near Gau- cer treatment. the necessary machinery is They have urged the State = had been completed and the CID | [|92 m’;ﬁ%g;@;’,‘gj’lgo“— NMPC 38.75 T
ragondanahalli Gate in Tu- The three-storey hospital installed. The prolonged delay =~ government and health au- | had filed its charge sheet.
makuru taluk. The arrested was officially inaugurated on  has raised concerns among thorities to expedite the pro- He said the investigation covered | [|%3 m’:’ﬁ%gﬁ;mmwom- DULT 358.65 283
persons were identified as November 7, 2025, with the  patients and residents who ex-  curement and installation of | the diversion of corporation funds to

G.D. Shivakumar, Narayan-
appa and Chandrashekar,
all residents of Gauragon-
danahalli. According to of-
ficials, a trap had been
placed in Narayanappa’s
agricultural field to prevent
wild animals from entering
the farmland. The leopard
reportedly became caught
in the trap and died. In-
stead of informing forest
officials, the villagers al-
legedly burned the carcass.

RAMANAGARA

A national permaculture con-
ference organised by the Art
of Living near Bengaluru fo-
cused on regenerative agricul-
ture, soil conservation and
sustainable farming practices.
The two-day event was held at
the Art of Living International
Centre to create awareness
about declining soil health,
water scarcity, chemical resi-
dues in food and rising agri-
cultural costs.

Gurudev Sri Ravi Shankar
inaugurated the conference,
which brought together farm-

ers, agricultural experts and
practitioners. Discussions fo-
cused on bringing ecology and
agriculture together and ex-
ploring ways to shift from
conventional farming methods
towards natural and regenera-
tive practices. Participants
stressed that agriculture
should work in harmony with
nature rather than treating nat-
ural resources merely as in-
puts for production.

Speakers highlighted the im-
portance of restoring soil
health, conserving water and
reducing excessive dependence
on chemical inputs. They said

natural and regenerative agri-
culture should not be viewed
only as a change in farming
techniques but also as a change
in the way people understand
their relationship with nature.
Agriculture is closely connect-
ed with water, consumers, mar-
kets, institutions and human
well-being, they noted.

The need to strengthen links
between farmers, banks, pro-
ducers and consumers was
also emphasised. Better coor-
dination among these groups
could improve access to fi-
nance, markets and sustain-
able farming knowledge.

Speakers said consumers
should also understand the ef-
forts of farmers and others
involved in bringing food
from farms to their tables.

Minister N. Cheluvarayas-
wamy said there was a need to
look beyond the immediate
benefits of chemical-intensive
farming. Short-term gains from
chemical fertilisers could come
at the cost of soil and human
health, he said. He stressed the
importance of gradually mov-
ing towards natural and regen-
erative farming while respect-
ing nature and protecting agri-
cultural resources.

organised there. The premises
have reportedly remained
largely unused and poorly
maintained.

The building is currently
under the control of the Shira-
hatti Town Panchayat. Resi-
dents claim that the premises
are filled with garbage, dust,
thorny vegetation and dis-
carded materials. Cleaning
equipment, waste bins and old
tools used by the civic body
have also reportedly been
stored on the premises, giving
the cultural centre the appear-
ance of a neglected storage
area.

Local residents further al-

Sahitya Parishat and other
cultural organisations to or-
ganise regular literary and
cultural programmes at the
venue.

Residents have appealed to
district authorities and offi-
cials of the Kannada and
Culture Department to inter-
vene and revive the Bendre
Bhavan.

Shirahatti Town Panchayat
Chief Officer N.M. Hadimani
said immediate steps would
be taken to clean the Bendre
Bhavan and that programmes
related to the Town Pancha-
yat and literature would be
organised at the venue.

Tumakuru Cancer Hospital
remains shut ten months

objective of providing spe-
cialised cancer care closer to
patients from Tumakuru, Chi-
tradurga, Sira, Madhugiri and
surrounding areas. The facili-
ty was expected to reduce the
need for patients, particularly
those from economically
weaker sections, to travel to
Bengaluru’s Kidwai Memori-
al Institute of Oncology for
treatment.

However, the hospital has
not yet commenced full-

pected the facility to provide
affordable and accessible can-
cer treatment locally. Families
of patients continue to bear
the cost and inconvenience of
travelling to Bengaluru for
consultations, diagnosis and
treatment.

Meanwhile, concerns have
also been raised over the con-
dition of the newly construct-
ed hospital building. With the
facility remaining unused,
several rooms and parts of the

the required equipment and
commence services without
further delay.

The situation has also
prompted calls for regular
maintenance and security at
the premises until the hospital
becomes operational. Local
residents said immediate ac-
tion would help protect the
infrastructure and, more im-
portantly, provide cancer pa-
tients with timely treatment
closer to home.

Nagendrahadnorolein
Valmiki Scam: Ponnanna

MADIKERI

other accounts, alleged misuse of the
money and the subsequent recovery
of the funds. According to Ponnan-
na, the investigation found no con-
nection between the recovered mon-
ey and Nagendra. He added that
Nagendra was given a ministerial
position after the investigation was
completed. Responding to questions
about investigations by the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the Central
Bureau of Investigation, Ponnanna
alleged that probes by central agen-
cies were politically motivated.

Major Railway improvements under Modi govt

TUMAKURU

The Indian Railways has witnessed major
improvements since Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister, with enhanced facilities, bet-
ter passenger amenities and increased invest-
ment in railway infrastructure, said MLA

G.B. Jyothi Ganesh.

He was speaking at a programme organised
by the Tumakuru District Railway Passen-
gers’ Forum at the city railway station on
Saturday. The event included a health check-
up camp for railway passengers and their
families and an awards ceremony recognising
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Government of Karnataka

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, Chamarajanagara Division, Chamarajanagar
e-mail: eecnr@kpwd.gov.in /pwdeechngr@gmail.com

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only)
(Two Cover System: Section-1-Technical Bid and Section-2-Financial Bid)
Term Tender Notification No 13/2026-27 Dated: 20.08.2026
Item rate tenders are invited through Kppp.kamnataka.gov.in portal only on behalf of Governor of Karnataka from
Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid document KW-1, KW-2 & KW-3 form. The Total no
of works is 23, H/A :- 3054-03-337-0-05-200 SH Maintenance Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs. 4.00 lakhs,
& maximum estimated cost is Rs. 64.00 lakhs, AND The Total no of works is 77, 3054-04-337-1-10-200 MDR
Maintenance Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs. 1.00 lakhs, & maximum estimated cost is Rs. 16.00 lakhs,
Works. Further changes in this Notification will be Published in Kppp.karnataka.gov.in Only. Date of events as follows:

meritorious students. ; S o e - 1
Jyothi Ganesh said railway stations have  being modernised at an estimated cost of  torious children of railway passengers who
become cleaner, safer and more passen-  around Rs. 80 crore. Work is also progressing  secured high marks in SSLC and PUC ex-

From 21.08.2026 to 31.08.2026
upto 16.00 Hrs

Date and Time for downloading the tender document from
the Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal:

ger-friendly under the Modi government. He  on the construction of underpasses and over-  aminations. A health screening, eye exam- 2 | Pre-Bid Meeting Date: 25.08.2026 i Division Office
noted that railway services are increasingly  bridges at more than 32 railway-level cross-  ination and blood donation camp were also Meeting Hall at 11.00 AM
accessible to people across different sections  ings, he said. organised. Specialist doctors and staff from 3 | Downloading the tender document from the Last Date and | 31.08.2026 Up to 16.00 Hrs.

of society at affordable rates. He also said the
government has been implementing long-
term development projects aimed at strength-
ening the country’s infrastructure and sup-
porting the vision of a developed India.

He highlighted the contribution of former
Railway Minister V. Somanna to railway de-
velopment in Tumakuru district. According

A message from Railway Minister V. Soman-
na, who could not attend the programme, was
read out by forum senior vice-president Madha-
vamurthy. In the message, Somanna said the
development of Tumakuru city and district is
progressing and railway facilities are being ex-
panded accordingly. He said container services
between Tumakuru and Bengaluru’s Whitefield

Siddaganga Multi-Speciality Hospital and
GSS Eye Hospital examined passengers and , : —
railway employees and provided free med- 4 | Date & Time for opening of Technical bid:
icines to those requiring treatment. 5

District Railway Passengers’ Forum pres-
ident Karan Ramesh presided over the pro-
gramme. Rotary organisation president Bh-
agyalakshmi Nagaraju, doctors Dr

Time:

01.09.2026 after 16.30 Hrs
03.09.2026 Morning 11.00 AM.

More information can be had from the web site: https://www.Kppp.karnataka.gov.in & Any other details
required can be obtained from office of the under signed during office hours.

Date & Time for opening of Financial bid:

Executive Engineer,

to him, several railway projects that had re-  would soon be introduced to facilitate transpor- ~ Harshitha and Dr Sushma Shekar and sev- | | No: DIPR: CHNAGR: 3064/2026-27 PWD Division,
mained pending for years have gained mo- tation of agricultural produce. eral forum office-bearers and members par- Chamarajanagar
mentum. The Tumakuru railway station is Jyothi Ganesh distributed awards to meri-  ticipated.
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Rajasthan admits 611
schools lack basic
infrastructure

CHNEWS, JAIPUR
Rajasthan government has
admitted that 611 govern-
ment schools are function-

ing without their own build-
ings, exposing serious infra-
structure gaps. The disclo-
sure came in the Assembly
during questions from Op-
position Leader Tika Ram
Jully. The BJP government
blamed the previous
Congress administration
under Ashok Gehlot and
said it was working to fix
the situation.

Hyderabad
building collapse,
2die, several hurt

CH NEWS, Hyderabad
Two people were killed and
several others injured after
an under-construction sev-

en-storey building collapsed
in Anjaiah Nagar, Madhapur,
Hyderabad, on Saturday.
Police and emergency re-
sponse teams quickly
reached the site and began
clearing the debris. Rescue
operations are continuing as
officials search for anyone
who may still be trapped
beneath the rubble. Cong
MLA Arekapudi Gandhi alle
ged that the building was un
authorised and said munici-
pal authorities had earlier
stopped its construction for
four months.

'BJPraises questions over Pune event funding

The Maharashtra BJP has questioned the funding of Rahul Gandhi's Pune event alleging Congress spent heavily on influencers, crowd mobilisation.

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra BJP on Sat-
urday questioned the source of
funds for Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi’s “Chhatron Ki
Goonj” event in Pune, alleging
that the party spent heavily to
attract crowds.

Maharashtra BJP spokesper-
son Navnath Ban claimed the
Congress spent nearly Rs 10
crore on the programme. He
alleged that social media influ-

encers were paid between Rs
30,000 and Rs 35,000 each to
promote the event and increase
attendance. Ban also questioned
the purpose and source of the
alleged spending. He referred to
the programme as “Paison Ki
Goonj” and asked where the
money came from, who provid-
ed it and through which chan-
nels it was distributed.
“Where has this money
come from? Who is providing
it and through whom is it being

distributed? What is the offi-
cial account of this money?”
Ban asked, demanding an in-

vestigation into the alleged
funding. The BJP spokesper-
son further alleged that au-

thorities should examine
whether the money had any
connection with foreign fund-
ing or was diverted through
contracts, commissions or oth-
er financial transactions in
Congress-ruled states. These
claims were made by the BJP
and have not been established
independently.

Ban’s remarks came after
Gandhi’s arrival in Pune for
the “Chhatron Ki Goonj” pro-
gramme, which was held amid

heightened political attention.
The BJP has sought greater
transparency over the event’s
finances and called for an in-
vestigation into the alleged
payments. The Congress has
not, in the information provid-
ed, responded to the BJP’s
allegations. The claims and
the alleged spending remain
matters for verification, while
the BJP continues to demand
details about the funding ar-
rangements.

Kolkata shuts hotels after deadly fire

KOLKATA

West Bengal authorities have
stepped up fire safety checks
after a deadly hotel blaze in
central Kolkata killed nine
people. On Friday, officials
shut 13 hotels, asked 16 oth-
ers to vacate, and served no-
tices on more than 50 hotels
in the city for alleged safety
violations.

The action followed
Wednesday’s early morning
fire at Shikha Inn Hotel. Po-
lice said the blaze trapped
guests, while rescue teams
brought at least 80 people to
safety. The hotel’s lease hold-
er has been arrested, and its
owner is still absconding. Of-
ficials said the incident ex-
posed serious gaps in basic
fire precautions.

Inspections have focused
on busy areas such as Mirza

Ghalib Street, Marquis Street
and SN Banerjee Road. Fire
officials said some hotels had
no valid fire licence, while
others had expired licences
that were never renewed. Sev-
eral properties reportedly had
blocked or locked emergency
exits, poor ventilation,
changed floor plans, over-
crowded rooms, and electric-
ity use above approved limits.

The government has also
acted in Tarapith, where an-
other hotel fire killed nine
people, including two chil-
dren, earlier this week. Fif-
teen hotels there have been
closed. Fire Minister Kaushik
Chowdhury said inspections
would continue, while offi-
cials have also been ques-
tioned over how unsafe hotels
received or retained permis-
sions. Meanwhile, officials
said six Bangladeshi victims

KEY FACTS

m 9 people were killed in the
Shikha Inn fire.

m 80 people were rescued
from the hotel.

= 13 hotels were shut down
by authorities.

m 16 hotels were asked to
vacate.

m 50+ hotels received show-
cause notices.

from the Kolkata fire were
likely to be taken back home
by road on Saturday. Five
bodies were expected to cross
through Benapole and one
through Bhomra. Rebati Sark-
er, who had travelled with her
son, was cremated in Kolkata
on Friday night, bringing a
painful close to the tragedy.

DMK sets age and term limits

CHENNAI

The Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam has approved major
changes to its organisational
structure, introducing age lim-
its and a two-term cap for sev-
eral key party posts. The re-
forms were cleared through
resolutions at the DMK Exec-
utive Committee meeting held
at Anna Arivalayam in Chen-
nai on Saturday:.

Party president MK Stalin
backed the changes, which are
aimed at bringing younger
leaders into important organi-
sational positions. The move
marks a significant change
from the party’s traditional
approach to internal responsi-
bilities and is expected to
create greater opportunities for
new members and emerging
leaders.

The DMK said the reforms
were designed to bring “new
blood” into the organisation
and strengthen its functioning.
By limiting the number of

terms that leaders can serve in
certain posts, the party intends
to encourage wider participa-
tion and provide more mem-
bers with opportunities to take
on organisational responsibili-
ties.

DMK MP P Wilson wel-
comed the decisions and de-
scribed them as positive struc-
tural reforms. He said the
changes were beneficial for
the organisation and reflected
a constructive approach to
improving its internal struc-
ture. The resolutions were ad-
opted during a meeting attend-
ed by senior party leaders and
members of the executive
committee.

Nehru trophy boat race
opens in Alappuzha

ALAPPUZHA

The 72nd Nehru Trophy Boat

Race began at Punnamada
Lake in Alappuzha on Satur-
day, bringing together Kerala’s
sporting spirit and rich mari-
time tradition. Kerala Chief
Minister V D Satheesan and
Karnataka Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar inaugurated the
much-awaited event.

A total of 71 boats is taking
part in different categories, in-
cluding 22 famous snake
boats, known locally as Chun-
dan Vallams. Thousands of
spectators are expected to
gather around Punnamada
Lake to watch the colourful
and highly competitive races.

Speaking at the event, Shi-
vakumar said he was happy to
attend the celebration during
the Onam festival. He de-
scribed the boat race as a ma-
jor event and a source of pride

for the country. Alappuzha MP
K C Venugopal and several
other local leaders were also
present.

The Nehru Trophy Boat
Race traces its history to 1952
and has become one of Kera-
la’s best-known cultural and
sporting traditions. Held at
Punnamada Lake, the event
highlights the state’s maritime
heritage, teamwork and the re-
markable coordination of row-
ers competing in long, narrow
boats.

The district administration
said all arrangements had been
completed before the event.
Authorities made detailed
plans for security, traffic con-
trol and crowd management to
handle the large gathering.
District Collector Shaji V Nair
appealed to visitors and organ-
isers to cooperate with offi-
cials and help ensure a safe
and successful celebration.

Supreme Court eases judge eligibility rules

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-

day changed the eligibility
rules for advocates seeking
entry-level judicial posts, re-
ducing the required legal
practice from three years to
one year. However, selected
candidates will have to com-
plete two years of compulsory
training before they can pre-
side over courts and decide
cases.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant, along
with Justices A G Masih and
Vinod Chandran, delivered
the ruling by a two-to-one
majority. Justice Chandran

KEY FACTS
1 year Minimum legal practice now required.
2 years Mandatory training before handling cases.
1 year Training at a State Judicial Academy.
6 months + 6 months | Law clerkship with district and HC judges

disagreed with the decision.
Under the new system, law-
yers with at least one year of
practice can appear for the
three-stage examination used
to recruit civil judges and
magistrates.

The court has introduced a
structured training system to
address concerns about candi-
dates entering judicial service
without enough courtroom ex-

GUWAHATI

Assam has achieved a major
milestone in livestock biotech-
nology with the birth of the
world’s first IVF-born female
calf of the indigenous Lakhimi
breed, Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Saturday.
The calf was born at the IVF
Laboratory of the College of
Veterinary Science under Assam
Veterinary and Fishery Univer-
sity at Khanapara in Guwahati.

The laboratory was estab-
lished with support from the
Rashtriya Gokul Mission. The
breakthrough is considered im-
portant for conserving Lakhimi
cattle, a native breed of Assam.

Scientists said assisted repro-
ductive technology can help
multiply genetically superior
animals while protecting valu-
able indigenous genetic re-
sources. The development
could also support better dis-
ease control and improved milk

Assam welcomes world’s ﬁrst IVF female calf

perience. Successful candi-
dates will first be designated
as trainee judicial officers and
undergo one year of intensive
training at their respective
State Judicial Academies.
During this period, they will
receive a fixed payment equal
to half the salary of magis-
trates. The second year will
involve a structured law clerk-
ship. Trainees will spend six

months working with a princi-
pal district judge and another
six months with a sitting High
Court judge. The High Court
judge will assess their perfor-
mance and suitability before
they are allowed to take charge
of court proceedings.

The eligibility rule has
changed several times over the
decades. In 1993, the Supreme
Court required three years of
practice, but in 2002 it allowed
fresh law graduates to enter
the judicial service. The latest
ruling seeks to combine wider
access with practical training,
aiming to prepare young
lawyers for judicial responsi-
bilities.

production.

Sarma said the achievement
could open new opportunities
for Assam’s livestock and dairy
sectors. In the long term, such
technology could strengthen the
state’s dairy economy and help
improve the earnings of live-

“A historic convergence of
'Assam’s Sabhyata, Sanskriti
and Srijan.”

-Himanta Biswa Sarma, CM

stock farmers. He congratulated
the veterinary scientists and pro-
fessionals involved, describing
the calf as small in size but sig-
nificant for Assam’s growing
biotechnology capabilities.

The latest development builds
on earlier efforts to introduce
advanced reproductive technol-
ogy into livestock breeding.
Earlier this year, scientists at the
veterinary college produced As-
sam’s first IVF-born calf, a fe-
male Gir calf born in Sonapur.

Jaipur Ayurveda exam
cancelled after major ghtch

JAIPUR

The first shift of the All-India

Ayush Post Graduate En-
trance Test (AIAPGET) 2026
was cancelled at Satya Sai PG
Girls College in Jaipur on
Saturday after a major techni-
cal failure disrupted the ex-
amination. The test was
scheduled from 10 am to
noon, but problems appeared
within the first 15 min-

utes.

Candidates said 2%I2Aél?Gf.ET t tests began and
computer systems ) strs spoke with
stopped working, ~ Shift was cancelled  gydents and
leaving them in Jaipur after a their fami-

wai ting for
nearly one and
a half hours
while technical
staff tried to fix
the issue. The long
delay created panic
among students inside
the examination hall. Some
female candidates reportedly
felt unwell because of stress
and anxiety. Frustrated stu-
dents and their parents later
gathered outside the centre,
demanding answers from the
authorities.

Jaipur Additional District
Magistrate Narendra Kumar
reached the college after pro-

technical failure halted
the exam, leaving
candidates distressed
and prompting
protests outside
the centre.

lies. Col-
lege Ob-
server Har
shita Shar-
ma later an-
nounced that
the first shift
had been can-
celled. She said a
fresh examination would be
organised for all candidates
affected by the disruption. Po-
lice and administrative offi-
cials remained at the venue to
maintain order.

Students expressed anger
over what they described as
poor management and a waste
of months of preparation. One

candidate said the systems
froze shortly after the exam
began and the lack of clear
communication made the sit-
uation more stressful. Parents
also complained about the fi-
nancial and travel difficulties
faced by candidates who had
come from other places.

The incident has raised con-
cerns about the arrangements
for a national-level entrance
examination. Candidates are
now waiting for details of the
new examination date and
further instructions from the
authorities. Officials are also
expected to examine the tech-
nical failure and determine
how the disruption occurred,
while affected students hope
the rescheduled test will be
conducted smoothly.

Tripura
government to

absorb tariff hike

AGARTALA

The Tripura government has
decided to bear the entire addi-
tional burden from the revised
electricity tariff for 2026-27,
providing relief to more than
10 lakh consumer families
across the state. Power Minis-
ter Ratan Lal Nath said the
government would not pass
the increased cost on to eligi-
ble consumers.

The revised tariff came into
effect in May 2026 and had
raised concerns among house-
holds, farmers, small traders,
businesses and industries.
Nath said the decision was tak-
en after Chief Minister Manik
Saha reviewed the difficulties
faced by people and held dis-
cussions with senior officials.

Consumers who have al-
ready paid higher electricity
bills will also receive relief.
The minister said the addition-
al amount already collected
will be adjusted against future
bills over three months.

The adjustment will appear
in bills issued in September,
October and November, ensur-
ing that consumers do not lose
the money they have already
paid.

CM Pathak assures students
demands will be heard

Vi

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak on Sat-
urday met a delegation of stu-
dents who had protested against
caste-based reservation at Del-
hi’s Jantar Mantar. He said their
concerns would be taken seriou
sly and promised to present the
ir demands before the Centre.

Pathak said the government
had received a letter from the
students outlining their con-
cerns. He assured them that no
harm would be allowed to
come to students and said the
government would work to ad-
dress their issues while keeping
the interests of all groups in
mind.

The deputy chief minister
also announced that the stu-
dents would be given an oppor-
tunity to meet a union minister
within two days. Pathak said he
and other representatives would

accompany the delegation
during the meeting and help
present their concerns directly
to the central leadership.

The protest was held at Jantar
Mantar on Friday, where a large
number of people gathered
seeking changes to the existing
caste-based reservation system.
Delhi Police had earlier said
permission for the planned
demonstration had not been
granted. Despite this, protesters
assembled at the designated
area, leading authorities to de-
ploy police and paramilitary
personnel and put up barri-
cades.

Pathak later said the BJP-led
government was committed to
the future of students and would
ensure that no student faced in-
justice. The delegation is now
expected to meet the union
minister, where its demands
will be formally discussed with
the Centre.

8.7 crore Indian youth face education work gap

NEW DELHI

Around 8.7 crore Indians aged
15 to 29 are not studying, wor-
ki ng or receiving any training,
according to a recent NITI
Aayog report. The finding has
raised concerns about youth
participation in education, em-
ployment and skill develop-
ment, while highlighting the ne
ed for affordable training and
stronger pathways into work.
The report, titled “Reimag-
ining Skilling for Viksit
Bharat@2047”, used data from
the 78th round of the National
Sample Survey conducted in
2021. NITI Aayog divided the
country’s learners and work-
force into five groups: school
students, those in higher edu-

cation, formal and informal
workers, NEET youth, and
women.

According to the report,
NEET youth face several fi-
nancial and educational barri-
ers. Many students from
low-income families already
struggle with college fees and
private tuition, making addi-
tional paid skill courses diffi-
cult to afford. Some young
people take low-paying jobs
after graduation to support
their families, while others
struggle to find suitable work
and remain outside education,
employment and training.

The report also pointed to a
major gap between education
and employment. Only 8.25
per cent of graduates are work-

ing in jobs that match their
qualifications. NITI Aayog
said limited practical exposure
and insufficient industry-linked
training continue to affect em-
ployability, even among edu-
cated young people.

The report called for afford-
able or subsidised training, fi-
nancial support and learning
opportunities that allow people
to earn while they learn. It rec-
ommended reskilling, self-em-
ployment options and courses
linked to local needs and
emerging industries. Since
2014-15, more than 7.67 crore
people have received training,
but the report said further ef-
forts are essential to help India
achieve its Viksit Bharat 2047
goal.
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Class 11 student
diesin ‘
Bhopal

BHOPAL
A 17-year-old Class 11
student was found dead
at his home in Bhopal,
with police suspecting
suicide. The incident re-
portedly occurred on
Friday. Police said the
boy was taken to a hos-
pital, where doctors de-
clared him dead, TT Na-
gar police said a
post-mortem examina-
tion was conducted and
an investigation is un-
derway. No suicide note
was found, and police
said the exact reason
behind the death re-
mains unclear. Family
members’ statements
will be recorded as in-
vestigators continue ex-
amining the circum-
stances surrounding the
incident.

Police seize 10 kg
goldin
Kannauj

Kannauj
Police in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kannauj dis-
trict seized around 10
kilograms of gold worth
nearly Rs 15 crore from a
car in the Talgram area.
Two men travelling in
the vehicle were de-
tained after their car
collided with a police
vehicle on the express-
way. Police later recov-
ered 10 gold bricks dur-
ing a search. The con-
signment was allegedly
being taken from Gora-
khpur to Delhi and may
have entered India
through Nepal. GST and
Customs officials are
examining the gold and
investigating the sus-
pected smuggling net-
work.

UP Minister warns
against sugar
hoarding

LUCKNOW
Uttar Pradesh Sugar-
cane Minister Chaud-
hary Laxmi Narayan has
warned that strict legal
action will be taken
against individuals in-
volved in sugar hoarding
and black marketing.
Officials announced
that no dealer will be
permitted to store sugar
beyond a strict 30-day
limit. Following a com-
prehensive review by
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath to guarantee
steady market availabil-
ity, the state confirmed
robust sugar reserves
across local mills.
Furthermore,
the government high-
lighted ongoing finan-
cial distributions, noting
that billions have al-
ready been successfully
disbursed directly to
thousands of sugarcane
farmers statewide.

Ministry urges TV channels
to show drug warnings

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has advised TV channels to display drug abuse
warnings regularly, aiming to raise awareness and promote responsible viewing among audiences.

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has advised
private satellite television
channels to display warnings
about the harmful effects of
drug abuse during pro-
grammes. The move is aimed
at increasing public aware-
ness and encouraging respon-
sible viewing, especially
among young people who
may face greater risks from

narcotics and other intoxicat-
ing substances.

The ministry said the dis-
claimer should be shown at
suitable intervals during all

G

“Illicit narcotics destroy health and

guarantee imprisonment. Say no to

drugs.”

1&B Ministry
programmes, including gener-
al entertainment shows and
non-news broadcasts. Chan-
nels have been asked to make
the warning clear, readable
and prominent so viewers can
easily notice it during regular

television viewing.

The prescribed warning
says, “Illicit narcotics destroy
health and guarantee impris-
onment.

Say no to drugs.” The min-
istry said the abuse of narcot-
ic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and other intoxicants
is a serious public health con-
cern. It can also create harm-
ful social, economic and be-
havioural effects on individu-
als, families and communi-
ties.

BJP launches month-long
service campaign

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has announced a major na-
tionwide outreach initiative
titled the 'Seva Sankalp Abhi-
yan'. Scheduled to run from
September 17 through Octo-
ber 17, the extensive month-
long campaign aims to honor
grassroots workers and bring
public welfare benefits direct-
ly to citizens across the coun-
try.

According to party leader-
ship, the nationwide drive
marks a special milestone cel-
ebrating twenty-five years of
public service rooted in com-
munity welfare and grassroots
development. Senior party
officials outlined the compre-
hensive plans during a recent
media briefing following key
organizational workshops

held in the national capital.
The extensive campaign
will focus heavily on grass-
roots engagement, highlight-
ing community service, clean-
liness drives, and tree-plant-
ing initiatives. Party workers
plan to visit local child care
centers to honor dedicated
women workers who ensure
nutrition and care for young
children at the local level. Ad-
ditionally, special interactive
communication programs will
be organized to strengthen
community bonds and cele-
brate frontline social workers.
Another major highlight of
the upcoming initiative is the
'Seva Setu Abhiyan', designed
to bridge any gaps between
government welfare programs
and their intended beneficia-
ries. Dedicated assistance
camps will be set up at local

administrative blocks to help
eligible citizens enroll in var-
ious central social security
and health protection schemes
if they were previously left
out.

Furthermore, the party an-
nounced a national innovation
challenge aimed at encourag-
ing local youth to research
and present creative solutions
to everyday civic challenges
within their communities.
Through these multi-tiered
competitions and digital video
campaigns highlighting social
work, organizers hope to in-
spire widespread civic partic-
ipation among the younger
generation. State, district, and
block-level preparatory work-
shops will be completed soon
to ensure seamless execution
down to every local polling
booth.

Former Meta
manager sues
over firing
NEW DELHI

A former Meta product design
manager has sued the compa-
ny, alleging he was fired after
refusing to sign an immigra-
tion support letter that he be-
lieved contained inaccurate
claims about a Chinese engi-
neer’s work.

James Tillinghast filed the
lawsuit on August 17 in a US
District Court in New Jersey.
According to the complaint,
the dispute began in 2024
when Meta and immigration
lawyers prepared an 1-140 pe-
tition seeking an EB-2 Na-
tional Interest Waiver for an
employee in Tillinghast’s
team. The petition reportedly
credited the employee with
generating about $638 million
in additional advertising rev-
enue.

PhD scholars stopped during Patna march

PATNA

PhD holders and research
scholars protesting in Patna
for the past 18 days were
stopped by police on Saturday
while marching towards Lok
Bhawan to press for their de-
mands. Carrying the Trico-
lour, the protesters moved
from their demonstration site
in Gardanibagh but were halt-
ed near the R-Block area.
Police had deployed per-
sonnel and placed barricades
along the route to prevent the
protesters from moving fur-

ther. When some demonstra-
tors tried to cross the barri-
cades, officers intervened and
stopped them. The protesters
are members of the All PhD
Holders and Research Schol-
ars Association of Bihar,
which has been holding an
indefinite agitation over high-
er education, employment and
the future of research schol-
ars.

Association convener Ku-
mud Patel, who is also on an
indefinite hunger strike, said
the movement was not limited
to recruitment for a small

number of posts. He said the
protesters were seeking wider
reforms in Bihar’s higher ed-
ucation system, along with
better employment opportuni-
ties and protection of the
rights of research scholars.

The protesters have de-
manded implementation of
UGC Regulations, 2018, in-
cluding Table 3A, in Assistant
Professor recruitment.

They have also sought an
increase in the upper age lim-
it for recruitment from 43 to
55 years, a fair policy for reg-
ularising long-serving guest

faculty and a clear domicile
policy.

They are also demanding
regular, time-bound recruit-
ment to permanent Assistant
Professor posts and protection
of the academic autonomy of
universities and colleges.

The protesters said these
steps are needed to create bet-
ter opportunities for qualified
researchers and strengthen
higher education in Bihar.

They maintained that the
agitation would continue until
the government takes con-
crete action on their demands.

CPI to launch
nationwide political
campaign from Sept 1

NEW DELHI

The Communist Party of In-
dia will launch a nationwide
political campaign from the
national capital on Septem-
ber 1, CPI General Secretary
D Raja said on Saturday. The
party will organise a major
rally in Delhi, with support-
ers expected to arrive from
different parts of the country
to raise concerns and demand
political change.

Raja said the campaign
would focus on issues affect-
ing ordinary people, includ-
ing unemployment and un-
deremployment among
young people. He also raised
concerns about students fac-
ing paper leaks and what he
described as the growing in-
fluence of coaching mafias.
According to Raja, workers
are also struggling because
of what he called the govern-
ment’s “anti-worker poli-
cies”.The CPI leader said
farmers were continuing their
agitation over demands for a
legal guarantee on minimum
support price, while women
were seeking 33 per cent res-
ervation. He claimed that
several sections of society
were unhappy with the poli-
cies of the BJP-led govern-
ment and were demanding
greater attention to their con-

CPI General Secretary D
Raja said the party will
launch a nationwide
campaign on September
1, focusing on
unemployment, paper
leaks, farmers’ demands
and women’s
reservation.

cerns.

Raja said the party’s cam-
paign slogan would be
“change is necessary” and
called for the defeat of the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment. He accused the gov-
ernment of giving greater
importance to large business-
es while failing to adequately
address the problems faced
by common citizens.

The CPI said its nation-
wide campaign would con-
tinue to highlight economic
and social issues ahead of the
September 1 rally. Raja said
people from different sec-
tions and regions would par-
ticipate in the Delhi gather-
ing to express their concerns.
The party plans to use the
campaign to build wider pub-
lic support around employ-
ment, education, farmers’
demands, workers’ rights and
women’s representation,
while seeking a change in
government.

Kerala opposes Mangaluru
railway division shift

THIRUVANANTHAPUR-
AM

Kerala Chief Minister V D
Satheesan on Saturday said
the state would approach the
Centre seeking reconsider-
ation of the Railway Board’s
decision to shift Mangaluru
from the Palakkad division to
the Mysuru division. He de-
scribed the move as unilateral
and said Kerala was not con-
sulted before the decision.
Satheesan said removing
Mangaluru from the Palakkad
division could significantly
reduce its revenue and affect
future development. He also
warned that transferring the
area from Ullal to Mangaluru
to South Western Railway
could cause losses to both

Southern Railway and Kerala.
The Chief Minister said let-
ters would be sent to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the Union Railway Minister.
He added that Kerala MPs
would work together to press
the Centre for an urgent re-
view. Satheesan called recon-
sideration of the decision a
united demand from the state.
Kasaragod MP Rajmohan
Unnithan also criticised the
decision, alleging that it re-
flected continued neglect of
Kerala’s Malabar region.

He said the New Manga-
lore Port Authority was im-
portant to the Palakkad divi-
sion and warned that losing
the Mangaluru region could
weaken the division financial-

ly.

FDCI PRAISES MODI FOR
PROMOTING INDIAN FABRICS

NEW DELHI

Fashion Design Council of
India (FDCT) Chairman Sunil
Sethi on Saturday praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for helping Indian fab-
rics and traditional crafts gain
greater recognition around the
world. Speaking at the launch
of the book Bespoken in New
Delhi, Sethi said the Prime
Minister’s use of Indian tex-
tiles in gifts for foreign digni-
taries had helped draw atten-
tion to the country’s rich craft
traditions.

Sethi said Indian fabrics
were being appreciated inter-
nationally because of their
beauty and cultural value. He
attended the event wearing an

Odisha Ikat coat made by an
Indian designer, while his
shirt and tie were also created
by Indian designers. He said
promoting local craftsman-
ship was important for giving
Indian designers a stronger
position globally. The FDCI
chairman highlighted Khadi
as one of the key Indian fab-
rics being taken abroad. He
said efforts had taken Khadi
to countries including Bhutan
and Russia, while designers
had also presented it in
France. He noted that Indian
designers recently held a suc-
cessful show in Auckland,
New Zealand, where the
event was packed with visi-
tors.Sethi said these develop-
ments showed that India was

JAIPUR CJP DISPUTE

no longer being viewed as a
secondary player in global
fashion. Instead, he said the
country’s textiles and crafts-
manship were increasingly
becoming sources of pride
and international interest. He
stressed that Indian designers
should receive greater recog-
nition as the country expands
its presence in global fashion.
He also spoke about An-
drew Ramroop, founder of the
Savile Row Bespoke Acade-
my in London, whose life and
career are featured in Bespo-
ken. Sethi described Ram-
roop, who is of Indian origin,
as an outstanding figure in
bespoke tailoring and praised
his contribution to the interna-
tional tailoring industry.

Six arrested in Chhattisgarh university paper leak

RAIPUR

Six people, including a pro-

fessor and five students,
have been arrested in con-
nection with the alleged
question paper leak at Indira
Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidy-
alaya (IGKV), Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai said on Saturday. The
case came to light before the
August 20 BSc Agriculture
Entomology examination,
prompting police and cyber
teams to launch an investi-
gation.

Police said the investiga-
tion traced the suspected
leak to Bharti College in
Durg district, which is affil-
iated with the university.
The arrested professor was
allegedly responsible for
collecting the question paper

6: People arrested in the
paper leak case.

1: Professor among
those arrested.

5: Students arrested in the
investigation.

15: Questions allegedly
copied from the paper.

from the university in a
sealed envelope. Investiga-
tors said he used an unusual
method to access the paper
without opening the enve-
lope.According to DCP
(Crime) Smruthik Rajanala,
the professor allegedly made
a small hole in the envelope
and inserted an endoscopic

camera to scan the question
paper. He then reportedly
copied 15 questions by hand
and sold them to students.
Police identified the profes-
sor as Yogesh Sonkeshariya
during the investigation.

The investigation also
found that the accused al-
legedly used the same meth-
od to leak another question
paper. Police said the Plant
Pathology paper had been
leaked on August 7. The ac-
cused allegedly sold the
leaked papers for around Rs
11,000 and Rs 12,000. The
Entomology examination
was cancelled after the leak
was detected on August 20.

Chief Minister Sai said the
investigation would continue
and that further action would
be taken if more people were
found involved.

Jaipur police register FIRs after CJP dispute

JAIPUR

Jaipur police have registered
two separate FIRs following a
dispute involving the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP) and
villagers in Rampura Kanwar-
pura, Jaipur district. Jaipur
South DCP Rajarshi Raj Ver-
ma said complaints were re-
ceived from both sides and
cases had been registered ac-
cordingly.

Speaking to ANI, Verma
said the investigation had
only recently begun. Police
are recording statements of
people connected with the in-
cident and will decide further
action based on the evidence

collected. “FIRs have been
lodged by both sides,” the
DCP said.

The development follows a

%L/ s ]1.“

violent confrontation involv-
ing a visiting CJP delegation.
CJP activist Ashutosh Ranka
alleged that the group was at-

tacked by people brought
from outside. He claimed
some of those allegedly in-
volved had been seen with
local MLA Kailash Verma
before the incident. Ranka de-
scribed the attack as planned
and said the police did not
respond despite calls for help.

Ranka also alleged that
stones were used during the
violence and claimed photo-
graphs of some people had
been shared on social media.
His allegations have not been
established by the police, and
the investigation is still under-

Shaik Baji accused the CJP of
politicising the incident and
claimed the organisation was
acting in favour of the Con-
gress. He also alleged that the
group was giving excessive
attention to the Rajasthan
clash while ignoring issues
such as paper leaks and em-
ployment concerns elsewhere.
Police have said they are
examining the complaints
from both sides and recording
statements as part of the in-
vestigation. The authorities
are expected to take further
action after reviewing the
available evidence and estab-
lishing the circumstances sur-
rounding the confrontation.

“Peace cannot weaken India”™:
Rajnath Singh

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday said India’s
commitment to peace and
non-violence should never be
seen as weakness. Speaking at
the “Veeroday” Rashtra Prahari
Samman ceremony at Delhi
University, Singh said protect-
ing the country’s security, sov-
ereignty and honour remain the
government’s duty.“Non-vio-
lence and peace are our culture.
But protecting the nation’s se-
curity, sovereignty, and honour
is our duty,” Singh said. He
stressed that India’s peaceful
values are fully compatible

with its responsibility to defend
national interests and safeguard
the country.The defence minis-
ter also spoke about the impor-
tance of Jainism and its place in
India’s cultural and spiritual
heritage. He said the govern-
ment has worked to recover
stolen religious artefacts from
abroad. According to Singh,
more than 20 revered Tirthan-
kara idols have been brought
back to India in recent years.

Singh paid tribute to Jain
monks and recalled the teach-
ings of Jain philosophy, saying
a true saint is one who over-
comes anger, arrogance, deceit
and greed.

way.

Meanwhile, Andhra
Pradesh BJP spokesperson
o o
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Multiple deaths after
UK police car crash,
police say

London
Several people have
died after a collision

near Middlesbrough in
northeast England be-
tween a police carand a
passenger car, Othe lo-
cal police force said on
Saturday. Cleveland Po-
lice said the incident
took place at around
3.39a.m. (0239 GMT)
on a main road near the
South Bank area to the
east of Middlesbrough.
Sadly, the collision has
resulted in multiple fa-
talities,” a police
spokesperson said.

PTl seeks contempt
action overjailed
Imran’s hospital move

LAHORE
The party of Pakistan’s
jailed ex-prime minister
Imran Khan filed a con-
tempt petition against
the government on Sat-
urday after authorities
took the cricket-
er-turned-politician to a
state-run hospital in-
stead of the private fa-
cility ordered by the top
court, party officials
said. “The petition seeks
action against the prime
minister, law minister,
information minister”
and other government
officials, said Naeem
Panjutha, a legal advisor
for the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, adding
it also calls for Khan’s
treatment at the private
hospital ordered by the
court.

Mexican Governor
indicted by US returns
to office

MEXICOCITY
The governor of Mexico’s
Sinaloa state, Ruben Ro-
cha Moya, returned to of-
fice on Friday after taking
leave for more than three
months following U.S. drug
trafficking charges, a move
likely to deepen strains be-
tween Mexico and the
United States. Rocha, 77,a
member of Mexico’s ruling
Morena party, said in a
statement posted on X
that he was resuming his
duties with a “clear con-
science” and his “head held
high.” The development
marks a remarkable turna-
round for Rocha, who has
not only avoided, for now,
extradition to the United
States but has also re-
claimed the governor’s of-
fice. His return adds a new
twist to a saga that has
tested U.S.-Mexico security
cooperation and under-
scored the complexities in
the bilateral relationship:
despite years of joint ef-
forts against cartels, Mexi-
co remains deeply Ore-
sistant to U.S. actions it
sees as encroaching on its
sovereignty. The Mexican
government is “more than
happy to extradite
druglords if the U.S. wishes,
but they’re not so eager to
extradite members of the
political party of their pres-
ident,” said Martin Castillo,
a public policy expert at
the University of Chicago.

“US-Iran trade cautions ahead of fresh sanctions

US-Iran tensions rise as Washington prepares new sanctions, while China faces pressure over Iranian oil and
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz remains virtually halted amid the continuing regional standoff.

[ran allows Iraqi oil
tankers pass Hormuz

CAIRO

The US and Iran traded sharp
warnings on Saturday ahead of
Washington’s planned an-
nouncement of new economic
sanctions targeting Tehran and
countries doing business with
it, including China.

US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent is scheduled to hold a
press conference at 2 p.m.
EDT on Monday, when he is
expected to announce what
Washington has described as
the “toughest sanctions in his-
tory” against Iran. The mea-
sures could put pressure on
Tehran’s trading partners, with
China particularly exposed as
it buys more than 80% of
Iran’s shipped oil, according
to 2025 data from analytics
firm Kpler.

Iran rejected the sanctions,
with Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaceil Baghaei call-
ing them an attempt to impose
“extraterritorial sovereignty”
over independent UN member
states. He said secondary
sanctions had no basis in inter-
national law.President Donald
Trump said Friday that Iran
would like to reach a deal but
was not prepared to accept

what he considered the right
agreement. He also warned
countries against providing
any type of economic lifeline to
Tehran. The standoff comes as the
war approaches its sixth month.
Although the two sides were not
exchanging fire, neither was en-
gaged in peace talks.

Meanwhile, traffic through
the Strait of Hormuz has virtu-
ally stopped, leaving hundreds
of vessels and thousands of
seafarers stranded. Ship-track-
ing data showed only four
commodity ships crossed the
waterway on Thursday, with
no large crude oil or LNG
tankers among them.

In a nutshell

= Americans to target
Iranian trading partners,
raising concerns in China

m Strait of Hormuz traffic
plummets and oil prices
continue to rise

m [ranian leaders sound
confident while also
acknowledging
economic toll.

Iran has, however, allowed
some Iraqi oil tankers to pass
after repeated requests from
Baghdad, according to IRNA.

China faces oil
pressure
China buys more than
80% of Iran’s shipped
oil, making Beijing a key
target of Washington’s
expected sanctions
pressure.

Hormuz traffic stalls
Only four commodity
ships crossed the Strait
of Hormuz on Thursday,
with no large crude
oil or LNG tankers
among them.

BAGHDAD

Iran has allowed a number of
Iraqi oil tankers to pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
following repeated requests
from Baghdad, offering limit-
ed relief to Iraq as the strate-
gic waterway remains largely
disrupted, Iran’s state news
agency IRNA reported on Sat-
urday.

The special permission was
among Baghdad’s key re-
quests during Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf’s recent visit to
Iraq, according to IRNA. The
move comes as Iraq faces ma-
jor difficulties exporting its
crude because of the effective
closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz during the Iran war.

Iraqi President Nizar Amedi
said Iran had facilitated the
passage of vessels carrying
Iraqi oil through the strait in
recent days. He added that
Baghdad had discussed the
possibility of exporting Iraqi

oil through Hormuz with Ira-
nian officials.

However, Amedi said the
issue remained complicated.
He was speaking at the Bagh-
dad Dialogue policy confer-
ence on Saturday.

The Strait of Hormuz is a
crucial route for global oil
shipments, and its disruption
has severely affected Iraq.
Maritime traffic remains sig-
nificantly below pre-war lev-
els, while vessels operating in
the area continue to face at-
tacks.

Iraq produced about 4 mil-
lion barrels of oil per day be-
fore the outbreak of the Iran
war, making uninterrupted
export routes critical to its
economy.

US-Canada trade tensions rise

OTTAWA

The United States imposed
50% tariffs on some Canadian
goods on Saturday after the
two countries failed to reach a
trade agreement, escalating
tensions between longstand-
ing allies and raising fresh
doubts over broader North
American trade talks.

The tariffs, which took ef-
fect shortly after midnight on
about $20 billion worth of
Canadian goods, cover prod-
ucts including wooden ice
hockey sticks. The affected
goods represent just over 5%
of Canada’s exports to the
United States, limiting the im-
mediate economic impact but
increasing pressure on rela-
tions between President Don-
ald Trump and Prime Minister
Mark Carney.

Carney said Canada had
suspended trade negotiations

GO

| have decided to suspend trade
negotiations with the U.S. and have
directed Canada’s negotiators to
return to Ottawa.

Mark Carney, Canadian PM

with Washington and would
retaliate “dollar for dollar”
against the new tariffs.

“I have decided to suspend
trade negotiations with the
U.S. and have directed Cana-
da’s negotiators to return to
Ottawa,” Carney said in a
statement.

He said Canadian negotia-
tors had worked in good faith
but argued that last-minute
changes to Washington’s pro-
posed terms were unfair and
uneconomic and raised ques-
tions about the reliability of
any future agreement.

The breakdown came after
both sides appeared close to a
deal that could have reduced

tariffs on Canadian steel, alu-
minum and automobiles. The
agreement could also have
allowed American alcohol to
return to Canadian liquor
stores.

U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said Canada
had declined to finalize the
deal under terms agreed earli-
er in the week.

“This is a missed opportu-
nity for Canada to partner
with the United States,” Greer
said at a White House brief-
ing.The dispute could also
complicate negotiations to
renew the US-Mexico-Canada
free trade agreement, adding
uncertainty to North Ameri-
can trade relations.

Trade deal collapses

Talks broke down after
last-minute disagreements,
despite signs of progress on
tariffs covering steel, alumi-
num and automobiles

US Navy aircraft transits
Taiwan Strait

TAIWAN

A US Navy P-8A Poseidon air-
craft transited the Taiwan
Strait in international airspace
on Friday, prompting a re-
sponse from China as Wash-
ington reaffirmed its commit-
ment to freedom of navigation
in the Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. 7th Fleet said the
aircraft operated in accordance
with international law and that
the transit demonstrated Wash-
ington’s commitment to main-
taining a free and open In-
do-Pacific. “By operating
within the Taiwan Strait in ac-
cordance with international
law, the United States upholds
the navigational rights and
freedoms of all nations,” the
7th Fleet said in a statement.

“The US military flies, sails,
and operates anywhere interna-
tional law allows.”

China’s military tracked and
monitored the patrol and re-
connaissance aircraft through-
out its transit, the state-backed
Global Times reported, citing
a military source. The source
said the situation remained un-
der control. U.S. military air-
craft and ships regularly pass
through or above the Taiwan
Strait, which separates demo-
cratically governed Taiwan
from mainland China. Such
operations have repeatedly an-
gered Beijing.

China claims Taiwan as its
territory and says it has juris-
diction over the strait. Taiwan
and the United States maintain
that the waterway is an inter-
national passage. The latest US
mission comes as Washington
and Beijing seek to stabilise
relations strained by disputes
over Taiwan, trade and tech-
nology restrictions.

S. Korea tests Northern sea route with
first commercial voyage to Europe

SEOUL

A South Korean container
ship sets sail on Saturday for
Europe via the Arctic in the
nation's first commercial voy-
age on the route to test its vi-
ability, with the hope of turn-
ing the southeastern port of
Busan into a global maritime
hub.

The PanStar Acro will sail
north, hugging eastern Rus-
sia's Kamchatka peninsula,
cross the Bering Sea, and take
the Northern Sea Route, stop-
ping in Felixstowe in Britain,
Rotterdam in the Netherlands
and Poland's Gdansk before
returning on a journey expect-
ed to take 40 to 45 days.

President Lee Jae Myung
has made Arctic shipping a
priority for South Korea, a
shipping powerhouse. Offi-
cials say this could help trans-
form Busan and position the

FASTER THAN USAIN BOLT!

Arctic as a regular trade route
by 2030.

But the project risks friction
with Western allies hoping to
keep Russia isolated during
its war in Ukraine. Seoul has
consulted with Moscow about
the journey, including wheth-
er the ship needed help to
tackle any problems, such as
getting stuck in ice. South
Korea's Oceans Ministry and
Russia's Foreign Ministry did
not respond to requests for
comment.

Last year, 88 vessels made
103 transits through the route,
up from 97 in 2024 and 43 in
2022, chiefly from nations
such as Russia and China, ac-
cording to Norway’s Centre
for High North Logistics.

Melting Arctic ice has made
passage through the north eas-
ier, while the increased ship-
ping in turn accelerates global
warming, scientists say.

Chinese robot beats Bolt s world record

BEIJING

A humanoid robot devel-
oped by Chinese smart-
phone maker Honor ran 100
meters in 9.32 seconds,
China’s state broadcaster
reported on Saturday, beat-
ing the human world record
held by Jamaican sprinting
great Usain Bolt. The robot,
dubbed Lightning, reached
a peak speed of 14.5 meters
per second during a prepa-
ratory test event for the sec-
ond World Humanoid Robot
Games, which opened in
Beijing on Saturday.

The performance sur-
passed the 9.58-second

men’s 100-metre world re-
cord set by Bolt at the
World Athletics Champion-
ships in Berlin in 2009.
China has been promoting
humanoid robots as a strate-
gic emerging industry, with
policymakers and compa-

nies betting that advances
in Al and hardware will ac-
celerate their deployment in
manufacturing, logistics and
consumer applications.

Lightning also won the
21-km Beijing half mara-
thon in April in 50 minutes
and 26 seconds, faster than
the elite men’s human
world-record pace.

The robot stood 169 cm
tall and had 95-cm legs at
the half marathon. Re-
searchers have since length-
ened its legs by 10 cm to
1.05 metres ahead of the
World Humanoid Robot
Games, China Central Tele-
vision reported.

Detained pilots in poor health, move
them to hospital: Iran tells Qatar

TEHRAN

An Iranian military official
called on Qatar on Saturday
to transfer detained Iranian
pilots to a hospital on land,
saying they were being held
on water and were in "poor
physical condition", Tasnim
news agency reported.Mo-
hammad Bagerzadeh, com-
mander of the Committee for
the Search for Missing Per-
sons of Iran's Armed Forces
General Staff, said the loca-

Romania adopts fresh
steps to boost Danube
waters to cool nuke plant

WARSAW

tion where the pilots were be-
ing held was unsuitable and
requested that the International
Committee of the Red Cross
send an air ambulance to Qatar
to expedite the return of injured
and sick detainees to Iran.Qatar
denied last week that it was
holding Iranian pilots, saying
they had violated Qatari air-
space earlier this year and
failed to respond to attempts to
contact them.

Doha said it had contacted
Iran to coordinate the handover

of the remains of one pilot and
had invited Tehran to review
details of its search and rescue
operations, but had received no
response.A foreign ministry
spokesperson said on Tuesday
that the invitation remained
open for an Iranian delegation
to visit over the pilots issue.In
his latest statement, Bagerza-
deh welcomed Qatar’s decision
to receive a team of Iranian ex-
perts and called on Doha to
provide them with the neces-
sary cooperation.

Russian,
Ukrainian
attacks kill 4

KYIV

Russian drone and missile
strikes killed at least two peo-
ple overnight in Ukraine, of-
ficials said Saturday, while a
Ukrainian drone attack on
Russia's Krasnodar region
killed two others, a day after
a strike on a Ukrainian shop-
ping center killed 16 people.
In the latest attacks,
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said that one
person was killed and another
wounded when ballistic mis-
siles hit railway infrastructure
in the capital, Kyiv.Russia's
Defense Ministry said that its
forces had hit a locomotive
depot.Moscow's forces have
recently intensified their bal-
listic missile attacks on Kyiv,
exploiting Ukraine's chronic
shortage of US-made Patriot
air defense interceptors, the
sole weapon in its arsenal
able to shoot down the mis-
siles.Russian drone strikes
also killed one person over-
night in a village in the
Zaporizhzhia region, local
officials said Saturday. Zelen-
skyy said that three people
were wounded in an attack on
a minibus in the regional cap-
ital, also called Zaporizhzhia.
In Russia's southern Krasno-
dar region, authorities said
that two children were killed
and two adults were wounded
in a Ukrainian drone strike.

of Sri. Siddaramaiabh, residing at:
Jayapura Village, Kasaba Hobli,

South District, has lost Original

Romania's National Committee
for Emergency Situations ap-
proved new measures to boost the
water level of the River Danube
and ensure cooling of the Cer-
navoda nuclear power plant, the
government press office said on

Saturday.

The plant remains shut due to
historically low Danube levels
and the country has declared a
state of emergency throughout
August stemming from a decline

in electricity production.

Emergency measures are being
planned to maintain adequate wa-
ter levels around the plant area as
Danube water flow remains a con-
cern. The measures are aimed at
ensuring a steady supply of water
for the plant’s cooling systems
and maintaining safe and uninter-

rupted operations.

As part of the plan, emergency
dredging of the Danube channel in
the plant area will be carried out
to improve water flow and access

to the intake facilities.

Hakku Patra dated 23-05-1998,
issued by The Executive Officer,

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client by name Sri. Nandish son

Ramanagara Taluk and Bangalore

|, NAGEENA BEGUM W/o Mo-
hamed Sajid, resident of No 15/26,
Flat No A5, Anees Next Apartments,
3rd Floor, 2nd Cross, Opp Milk

 NAME CHANGE

Dairy, P And T Colony Venkatesh-
puram, KG Halli, Bangalore -560045
, have changed my name to SAY-
EEDA KULSUM, Vide affidavit
dated: 21.08.2026 before notary
CHANDRA SHEKAR .M, Bangalore

Taluk Panchayath, Ramanagara in
favour of Sri. Krishnaiah, in respect
of Site No. 62, measuring 30 X 40
feet, Situated at Jayapura Village,
Kasaba Hobli, Ramanagara Taluk
and Bangalore South District, while
Xerox at Ramanagara Town on
11-08-2026. Hence, if anyone
found the said document, please

IN THE COURT OF THE 1st ADDL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.Misc No.429/2026
PETITIONERS:  Sri.  Venkataramanappa
W/o Late Shingrappa @ Singrappa Aged about
74years Riat Sothenhalli village Tubagere Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural District V/S
RESPONDENT: Register of Birth and Deaths Rep.
by the Thasildar, Doddaballapur, Doddaballapur

Taluk

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners above named have
filed above for the relief of registering death
certificate of their Mother of petitioner namely
Sri. PUTTAMMA W/o SHIGRAPPA @ SINGRAPPA
died on 03.02.2001 resident of Sothenhalli Village,
Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, and any
person/s who are interested to be present before
the Hon'ble court on 25.09.2026 at 11-00 a.m to
contest the case and intend to relay in support
of there defense. Take notice that in default of
appearance on the day before mentioned the case
will be here and determined in the absence.
Give under my hand and seal of the court on the
22nd day of August 2026.

By order of the court
Sheristedar, Additional Civil judge and
JMFC, Doddaballapur
Advocate for petitioner: Nethravathi.S,

Advocate, Doddaballapur

intimate the same or handover
the same to me or my client.
CONTACT ADRESS
Rajini. M.S., B.A,, LL.B., Advocate.,
1st Floor, Society Building, PLD
Bank Road, Opposite Old Bus Stop,
Ramanagara Town-562159.
Mob: 8884242935.
Place: Ramanagara.
Date: 22-08-2026.

THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPUR
CRL.MISC.NO:318/2026
Petitioners; 1. Sri, Veerachikkaiah S/o Late
Veerabhadraaiah Aged about 62 years, Riat; E31,
12th Cross, Behind Kumvempu School, Bagalakunte,
Nagasandra, Bangalore North -560073 Vs
Respondent; The Tahasildhar, Doddaballlapura

Taluk, Doddaballapur

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wherefore the Petitioner has filed the above
petition under section 13 (3) and 14 of Registration
of Birth and Deaths Act 1969 for seeking the death
certificate of the Elder mother of petitioner No, 1, to
10 mother in law of of petitioner No; 2 & 3 by name
SMT, RANGAMMA W/0 LATE VEERABHADARAIAH
who died 02-01-1995 at Bhuchanahalli village,
Doddabelavangala hobli, Doddaballapur taluk,
Bangalore Rural District,
In this regard it is hereby noticed thet whoever has
interested in this said matter may Apper in person
or through advocate duly authorized before court
24-09-2026 at 11 AM in default this will be heard
and disposed off Ex-parte order.
Given under my hand seal the court on the 22nd

CH

To place a classified ad

. 2026
Contact. da:;:.ugfu';t. By l]rldg;fgf theP Clug_rt“ s
080-41209042 " YV IMFC at Doddoballopura

Advocate Sri, Nagaraju C, Doddaballapur
-561203

IN THE COURT OF THE 1st ADDL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.Misc No.428/2026
PETITIONERS:  Sri.  Venkataramanappa
W/o Late Shingrappa @ Singrappa Aged about
74years Riat Sothenhalli village Tubagere Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural District V/S
RESPONDENT: Register of Birth and Deaths Rep.
by the Thasildar, Doddaballapur, Doddaballapur

Taluk

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners above named have filed
above for the relief of registering death certificate
of their Father of petitioner namely SHIGRAPPA
@ SINGRAPPA Sjo Doddavenkatappa died on
05.02.1985 resident of Sothenhalli Village,
Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, and any
person/s who are interested to be present before
the Hon'ble court on 25.09.2026 at 11-00 a.m to
contest the case and intend to relay in support
of there defense. Take notice that in default of
appearance on the day before mentioned the case
will be here and determined in the absence.
Give under my hand and seal of the court on the
22nd day of August 2026.

By order of the court
Sheristedar, Additional Civil judge and
JMFC, Doddaballapur
Advocate for petitioner: Nethravathi.S,

Advocate, Doddaballapur
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SEBI reviews public
issue disclosurerules

Sebi chairman said transparency is not merely about the volume
of information disclosed by a company but about whether the
information helps investors understand what matters.

NEW DELHI

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) is re-
viewing rules governing the
monitoring and disclosure of
funds raised through public
issues, with a focus on mak-
ing disclosures more timely
and compliance requirements
simpler for companies.

SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said the regu-
lator is examining the exist-
ing framework for tracking
and reporting the utilisation
of issue proceeds. The re-
view is intended to improve
the quality and timeliness of
information available to in-
vestors while reducing com-
pliance complexities for is-
suers.

Speaking at the Institute of
Directors’ Annual Directors’
Conclave 2026, Pandey said
corporate governance should
be judged by the relevance
and usefulness of informa-
tion disclosed.

True transparency is not
the volume of information. It
is the quality, timeliness and
usefulness of information, he

Hyderabad CGST
bustsillegal pan
masala unit

NEW DELHI
The Hyderabad CGST Zone
has unearthed a clandes-
tine pan masala and tobac-
co manufacturing unit in
Telangana’s Medchal-Mal-
kajgiri district and detected
duty and cess evasion of
about Rs 160 crore and ar-
rested a key accused, an
official statement said on
Saturday. Acting on specific
intelligence, CGST officers
conducted a search ata
tin-shed premises, leading
to the discovery of an un-
registered manufacturing
facility engaged in the pro-
duction and packing of pan
masala and scented jarda.

Gold, silver likely to see
gains as debasement
trade opens

NEW DELHI
Gold and silver are likely to
witness a substantial rally
as fiscal dominance and
shifting real yields reshape
the macro-outlook, a report
said on Saturday. The report
from Vallum Capital said
the recent correction merely
re priced ownership rather
than invalidating the invest-
ment thesis to accumulate
precious metals. It further
noted that a 2 per cent real
yield threshold and a revers-
ing Dollar Index are structur-
al markers and signal a du-
rable reversal rather than
just a chart pattern.

SEBI eyes overhaul of

disclosure, compliance
& RPT rules

SEBI reviewing public issue fund
utilisation disclosure framework

Focus on timely and useful
investor information

Compliance requirements may
be simplified

Related-party transaction
framework may be refined

SEBI considering safeguards
against duplicate penalties

said. He added that disclo-
sure rules should support in-
formed investment decisions
rather than merely increase
reporting obligations.

Pandey noted that SEBI
has strengthened require-
ments for disclosing material
events and information by
introducing materiality
thresholds and defined time-
lines. These measures are
designed to improve consis-
tency and ensure significant
information reaches inves-
tors without unnecessary de-
lays.

The regulator is also look-
ing to further refine the
framework for related-party
transactions. The proposed
changes aim to clarify com-
pliance requirements while
safeguarding investor inter-
ests.

Pandey stressed that regu-
lations should remain pro-
portionate and avoid duplica-
tion. As part of this ap-
proach, SEBI is considering
a framework to prevent enti-
ties listed on multiple stock
exchanges from facing pen-
alties more than once for the
same violation.

The proposed reforms sig-
nal an effort to balance in-
vestor protection, transpar-
ency and compliance.

IMF funds stalled
as Bangladesh
faces reforms

NEW DELHI

The remaining funds under
Bangladesh’s International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
gramme remain stalled as the
global lender presses Dhaka
to complete a series of pend-
ing reforms covering the fi-
nancial sector, taxation, ener-
gy and climate resilience.

According to a report by
Bangladesh-based publica-
tion The Asian Age, the IMF
has set nearly a dozen condi-
tions for reactivating the sus-
pended programme. The re-
quirements include bank-
ing-sector and legal reforms,
capacity building for the Na-
tional Board of Revenue
(NBR) and single-click ac-
cess to taxpayer information.

The lender has also sought
the removal of fuel and elec-
tricity subsidies, adoption of
a market-based foreign-ex-
change rate and measures to
strengthen Bangladesh’s re-
silience to climate-related
risks.

The government is seeking
an additional $2 billion in
budget support alongside the
remaining tranches of its
$4.7 billion IMF programme.
An IMF Fiscal Affairs De-
partment delegation recently
visited Dhaka to review
progress in key sectors and
assess tax policies, with the
findings expected to influ-
ence the future of the lending
programme.

IMF conditions

The IMF’s conditions
include banking and
legal reforms, stronger
tax administration, a
market-based exchange
rate, subsidy reforms
and measures to im-
prove climate resilience.

The report said unfinished
reforms from the previous
IMF programme have gained
priority under the new pro-
gramme. The latest discus-
sions therefore extend be-
yond climate policies to
broader economic and insti-
tutional reforms.

An IMF Technical Assis-
tance mission in July also
assessed Bangladesh’s poli-
cies, financial structures and
institutional capacity to ad-
dress climate change. Its
findings could influence dis-
cussions over a potential new
loan programme.

Bangladesh has introduced
climate-smart public finan-
cial management and gen-
der-responsive budgeting in
its Public Financial Manage-
ment Reform Strategy 2025-
2030.

The FY26 budget has allo-
cated nearly Tk 42,206.89
crore across 25 ministries for
climate-related expenditure,
representing 10.09 per cent
of total allocations.

BRICS adopts Che

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Dr Jitendra
Singh on Saturday an-
nounced the unanimous
adoption of the ‘Chennai
Declaration’, reaffirming
BRICS countries’ commit-
ment to building an effec-
tive, resilient and fu-
ture-ready framework for
science, technology and in-
novation.

The declaration, adopted

DECLARATION
SUMMARY

The Chennai Declaration
strengthens collabora-
tion across Al, quantum
technology, biotechnol-
ogy, healthcare, climate
and sustainability, while

supporting young sci-
entists, innovators and
startups through dedi-
cated BRICS initiatives.

o

: it s
under India’s BRICS Chair-
ship, places a people-centred
and humanity-first approach
at the core of Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation (STI)
cooperation. It emphasises
sustainable development, re-
silient and high-quality
growth, social inclusion and
the use of technology to im-
prove the welfare and quali-
ty of life of people across
BRICS nations.

Speaking at the closing
session of the 14th BRICS
Science Ministerial Meet
chaired by India, Singh said
the discussions had rein-
forced the central role of
STI in creating a more resil-
ient, inclusive and sustain-

nnai Declar
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able future.

He highlighted the wide
range of areas discussed, in-
cluding artificial intelli-
gence, high-performance
computing, quantum tech-
nologies, advanced materi-
als, biotechnology, health-
care, climate and sustain-
ability. According to Singh,
these areas represent shared
opportunities and challenges
that BRICS nations can ad-
dress through greater collec-
tive action.

The Chennai Consensus
also reflects the growing
depth of BRICS STI cooper-
ation through 14 thematic
Working Groups, 11 editions
of the BRICS Young Scien-

ation on STI

India-led BRICS STI
cooperation seeks to
unite innovation,
technology and startup
ecosystems around
inclusive growth and
sustainable development.
tist Forum, nine Young Inno-
vators Prize editions and
nine BRICS STI Framework

Programme calls.

The declaration welcomed
India’s efforts to streamline
STI priorities and develop a
more future-ready coopera-
tion framework. It also wel-
comed the BRICS Youth
Startup Platform and rec-
ognised the need for financ-
ing early and growth-stage
startups, including consider-
ation of a BRICS Startup
Innovation Fund.

The deliberations reaf-
firmed the central role of STI
in building a more resilient,
inclusive and sustainable fu-
ture, said Dr Jitendra Singh.

Banks raise $72.8 billion in forex
inflows till Aug 21: RBI

NEW DELHI

The Research Bank of India
(RBI) on Saturday said that
authorised dealer banks have
raised a massive $72.848
billion in forex inflows till
August 21, and a
major chuck came from
FCNR (B) deposits at
$65.397 billion.

External Commercial Bor-
rowings (ECBs) and Over-
seas Foreign Currency Bor-
rowings (OFCBs) under
Reserve Bank’s Swap facili-
ty helped raised another
$7.451 billion till August 21.
RBI had introduced a special
USD-INR forex swap facili-
ty covering FCNR(B) depos-
its, ECB and OFCB inflows
on June 8, 2026.

As already announced
vide Press Release dated Au-

gust 14, 2026, the Scheme is
open till August 31, 2026 for
FCNR(B) deposits, and up
to December 31, 2026 for
ECBs and OFCBs, The Re-
search Bank said in a state-
ment.

The massive foreign in-
flows arrive as Indian banks
have stepped up their efforts
to attract FCNR(B) deposits
by offering higher interest
rates after the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) suddenly cut
short the deadline for its
dollar-rupee swap window
to August 31, from Septem-
ber 30.

The swap facility, an-
nounced in June to boost the
inflow of dollars amid a
weakening rupee, was origi-
nally available until the end
of September, but the RBI
abruptly shortened this by a

month due to the encourag-
ing response to the facility,
which resulted in the re-
quired amount of foreign
exchange flowing into the
country.

While there may be valid
reasons to justify an early
closure of the RBI’s FCN-
R(B) deposit scheme, the
most likely reason could be
that the target for dollar mo-
bilisation has already been
achieved with inflows at $57
billion, and another $25-30
billion could easily flow in
the remaining days of Au-
gust, taking the total collec-
tions to around $85 billion,
an SBI Research report said
earlier this week.

According to the SBI re-
port, we don’t believe that
the cost of swap could have
been a constraining factor.

Oil regulator clears 1,800-km LPG
pipeline network worth Rs 7K cr

NEW DELHI

The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) has authorised
the development of nearly
1,800 km of LPG pipeline
infrastructure involving an
estimated investment of
about Rs 7,000 crore
across six states to boost
India's energy infrastruc-
ture and LPG supply chain
resilience.

The projects -- spanning
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Karnataka and Goa
-- are aimed at strengthen-
ing the country's LPG
transportation network and
enhancing long-term ener-
gy security. India meets a
significant portion of its
LPG demand through im-
ports at coastal locations,
necessitating transport of
the fuel across the country.

In addition, the newly
approved pipelines are ex-
pected to improve the effi-
ciency and reliability of
LPG movement to inland
markets.

The authorised pipeline
projects include the 556-
km Cherlapally (Telanga-
na)-Nagpur (Maharashtra)
pipeline, the 611-km Jhan-
si (Uttar Pradesh)-Sitar-
ganj (Uttarakhand) pipe-
line and the 633-km Shi-
krapur (Maharashtra)-Goa
and Hubballi (Karnataka)
pipeline.

Moreover, the projects
have been authorised for
development by GAIL (In-
dia) Ltd.

Upon completion, the
PNGRB-authorised com-
mon-carrier LPG pipeline
network in the country
will expand from around
7,700 km to about
9,500 km, marking an in-

Government reviews proposals to boost
women-led rural enterprises

NEW DELHI

A government committee
held discussions focused on
accelerating entrepreneur-
ship-led livelihood opportu-
nities for rural women and
contributing to the national
goal of creating 6 crore
Lakhpati Didis, an official
statement said on Saturday.

The Empowered Commit-
tee of the Ministry of Rural
Development, chaired by the
Secretary (Rural Develop-
ment), Rohit Kansal, consid-
ered proposals under the
Non-Farm Livelihoods
(NFL) component of DAY-
NRLM to strengthen and
scale up women-led
rural enterprises and create
a pathway for small-
scale SHG enterprises
to graduate into higher-or-
der, growth-oriented
businesses.

The committee considered
four new incubator propos-
als from Bihar, Jammu &
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh and
Gujarat, with IIT Patna, IIM
Jammu, IIM Lucknow and
IIT Gandhinagar, respective-
ly, as the proposed incubator
partners.

The four programmes are
proposed to support more
than 600 high-potential rural
enterprises through struc-
tured interventions in busi-
ness strategy, mentoring, fi-
nancial planning, formalisa-
tion, technology adoption,
market access and access to
finance.

According to the state-
ment, the Incubator Sub-
Scheme builds on the expe-
rience of four completed
incubator programmes in
Assam, Bihar, West Bengal
and Karnataka, which sup-
ported over 600 SHG

enterprises.

The programme has since
expanded significantly, with
14 incubator programmes
currently operational across
13 States, supporting around
2,100 rural SHG enterprises
through partnerships with
premier business and aca-
demic institutions including
IIMs, IITs and leading incu-
bation institutions.

The earlier programmes
demonstrated tangible out-
comes, including revenue
growth, improved business
formalisation and additional
employment generation.

The new incubators will
focus on sectors such as
food and agri-processing,
textiles and handicrafts,
manufacturing, retail and
services, tourism-linked ac-
tivities, digital enterprises
and other locally relevant
growth sectors.

GLOBAL INVESTMENT PUSH

crease of nearly 23.5 per
cent.

The approvals build on
the earlier authorisation of
the Kandla-Gorakhpur
LPG Pipeline, which at
around 2,757 km is the
country's longest LPG
pipeline.

According to PNGRB,
pipeline transportation is
globally regarded as the
safest, most economical
and environmentally sus-
tainable mode of LPG
transport.

The new projects are ex-
pected to substantially re-
duce the movement of
LPG tank trucks on roads,
resulting in improved road
safety, lower logistics
costs, reduced traffic con-
gestion and a significant
decline in carbon emis-
sions through a shift from
road-based transportation
to pipelines.

Fresh tariff war
adds pressure
to strained
US-Canada
relationship

WASHINGTON

A trade confrontation be-
tween the United States and
Canada escalated sharply on
Saturday after last-minute
negotiations collapsed, trig-
gering 50 per cent US tariffs
on billions of dollars in Ca-
nadian goods and a promise
of dollar-for-dollar retalia-
tion from Ottawa.

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney suspended the
negotiations and ordered his
country’s team to return
from Washington. He ac-
cused the United States of
changing its proposed terms
at the last minute.

Last-minute changes in
the U.S. proposed terms
were unfair, uneconomic,
and called into question the
reliability of any deal, Car-
ney said.

At midnight tonight, the
US intends to impose a 50%
tariff on roughly $28 billion
of Canadian goods. Canada
will match those tariffs dol-
lar for dollar to protect our
workers and businesses, he
said.

The Office of the US
Trade Representative
blamed Canada for the
breakdown. It said Ottawa
declined to finalise an agree-
ment under terms reached
earlier in the week.

Despite the US offer to
Canada to receive the best
treatment of any major ex-
porter to our market, new
demands and walk backs of
other commitments by Can-
ada have upended the care-
ful balance reached in the
past days, it said.

The US side said its offer
included significant tariff
reductions covering steel,
aluminium, automobiles and
lumber. It also proposed co-
operation on export controls,
transshipment, digital trade,
critical minerals and imports

i made with forced labour.

Gujarat courts global investment in New York

NEW YORK

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel held a series of
high-level meetings with se-
nior representatives of glob-
al financial, technology and
infrastructure companies in
New York, focusing on in-
vestment opportunities, fi-
nancial services, digital in-
frastructure and advanced
technology.

Patel is leading a high-lev-
el delegation to the US and
Canada as part of Gujarat’s
efforts to attract investments
and strengthen international
partnerships ahead of the Vi-
brant Gujarat Global Sum-
mit 2027. During the visit,
the delegation is meeting
investors, industry leaders
and technology companies.

In his meeting with JP-
Morgan representatives, Pa-
tel discussed further devel-
opment of Gujarat Interna-

tional Finance Tec-City, or
GIFT City, as an internation-
al financial centre. JPMor-
gan reaffirmed its commit-
ment to GIFT City and
shared plans to deepen its
presence and expand its
business operations there.
Patel also met Jerry Keefe,
Co-President of Golub Cap-
ital. The company expressed
interest in investing in GIFT

City and connecting global
players from banking, insur-
ance and exchange-related
activities with the financial
hub.

Discussions with Sanjeev
Ahuja, Founder and Chair-
man of Tillman Global
Holdings, focused on Guja-
rat’s growing data centre
sector. Ahuja appreciated the
state government’s proactive

4o

The growing confidence of such
institutions would help further
strengthen the financial centre’s
position.

—Bhupendra Patel, CM

policies, particularly its Data
Centre Policy, and highlight-
ed the importance of a sup-
portive regulatory environ-
ment and cooperation be-
tween government and in-
dustry.

Patel also held discussions
with Uber representatives
and visited IBM Research,
where advanced technology
and innovation were among
the areas of engagement.

The meetings are part of
Gujarat’s broader strategy to
position the state as an at-
tractive destination for glob-
al capital, financial services,
digital infrastructure and
technology investments.
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Starc makes history as

MACKAY

Mitchell Starc made cri

Australian fast bowling spear-
head Mitchell Starc etched his
name into the record books on
Saturday, becoming the leading
wicket-taker in World Test
Championship (WTC) history
during a sensational spell
against Bangladesh in Mackay.

Starc dismantled the opposi-
tion batting lineup with stun-
ning figures of 6-12, skittling
Bangladesh out for just 64 runs
after Australia won the toss and
elected to bowl. With this mas-
terclass, the left-arm pacer
moved past teammate Pat Cum-
mins and Nathan Lyon, taking

his total to 230 wickets in 56 matches to claim the top

cket history in Mackay,
becoming the leading
wicket-taker in World
Test Championship
history witha
stunning 6-12
spell against
Bangladesh.

spot in WTC history.

The record-breaking performance began right from
the first ball of the match when Starc removed Shad-
man Islam. He followed up with a blistering burst that
included a five-wicket haul in just 22 deliveries, wrap-
ping up his mesmerizing spell to put Australia firmly

in control.

In addition to topping the all-time WTC chart,
Starc’s 440th career Test wicket saw him surpass

Australia’s WTC wiket King

"¥¥/Top WTC Wicket-Takers
) = Mitchell Starc (Australia)

— 230 wickets

COLOMBO

Following a dominant 165-run victory in the
opening Test at Galle, Team India is set to con-
clude their Sri Lankan tour with the second and

final Test, beginning this Sunday ( August 24th
) at the Sinhalese Sports Club in Colombo. In-

— 225 wickets

m Pat Cummins (Australia)

dia enters the match eyeing their first overseas
Test series sweep since December 2022.
The spotlight remains firmly on left-arm

— 225 wickets

m Nathan Lyon (Australia)

wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav. After a quiet
opening Test where he managed only a single

m Ravichandran Ashwin
(India) — 195 wickets

wicket across 25 overs, questions remain re-
garding his form and control. While the
Indian think tank has the option of bringing

185 wickets

list and fifth

defeat in Darwin.

. m Jasprit Bumrah (India) —

South African legend
Dale Steyn, moving him
outright into 10th place on
the all-time Test wicket-takers

in off-spinner Saransh Jain, Kuldeep’s quality
and experience likely keep him in the
starting X1 as he looks to find his usual lethal
rhythm.

India’s performance in Galle provided plen-
ty of positives. Manav Suthar was the standout
performer with a 10 wicket match haul, sup-
ported well by Ravindra Jadeja. With the bat,

fast bowlers
globally. The

stellar effort

comes at a vi-
tal time for Aus-
tralia, who trail 1-0 in

the series following a stunning

among

Devdutt Padikkal seamlessly slotted into the
top order, while Rishabh Pant’s aggressive sec-
ond-innings 66 proved vital in setting up a
massive target for the hosts.

Sri Lanka, meanwhile, will be desperate to
fix their top-order batting woes after their mid-
dle order was forced to rebuild repeatedly in
the first Test. With another spin-friendly sur-
face expected in Colombo, the hosts will rely

heavily on bowlers like Prabath Jayasuriya
and Asitha Fernando to contain India’s batting
lineup. For India, this Test is about more than
just a clean sweep - it is a critical opportunity to
gather points for their World Test Championship
campaign. As they look to solidify their position
in the top two, the visitors will rely on their bal-
anced bowling attack and in-form batters to
navigate the challenges of the Sinhalese Sports
Club surface.

Mansi Lather secures  myrgetis to
silver at U20 Worlds

SLOVAKIA

The Indian women’s wres-
tling team enjoyed another
stellar day at the U20
World Champion-
ships in Slovakia, %

adding one silver and [}
two bronze medals to
their impressive tally.

Mansi Lather led [
the charge for India Y=
in the 68kg category, battling
her way into a tightly con-
tested gold medal match
against China’s Chenling
Song. In a tense defensive
showdown, Mansi narrowly
lost 1-2, but her hard-fought
effort earned her a well-de-
served silver medal.

India added further suc-
cess during the bronze medal
playoffs. In the 57kg divi-
sion, Tanvi Gundesh Mag-
dum put on a dominant dis-
play to defeat Canada’s Ag-
nia Krakovska with a score
of 10-4. Shortly after, team-
mate Komal triumphed over

Hungary’s Eda Balazs 5-2 in
the 59kg category, securing
the second bronze medal of
the day. These latest podium
finishes build upon
a phenomenal run
by the Indian wom-
en’s wrestling con-
tingent earlier in the
week. Rising sensa-
tion Kajal Dhochak

X1 claimed a historic
gold medal in the 76kg class
with a flawless 7-0 victory
over China’s Jingru Sun. Her
latest triumph adds to an al-
ready legendary youth career
that includes multiple world
and continental titles across
different weight classes.

In addition to Kajal’s gold,
India previously secured two
important silver medals
through Tanu Sharma, who
fell 3-5 to Japan’s Chisato
Yoshida in the 72kg final,
and Savita, who claimed sil-
ver after facing Japan’s
Sakura Onishi in the 62kg
division.

N

continue
winning run:
Maresca

MANCHESTER

New manager Enzo
Maresca has officially
set his target for the
2026-27 season - main-
tain the club’s high stan-
dards and continue their
relentless pursuit of sil-
verware. Returning to
Manchester City for his
3rd stint, the Italian
manager emphasized
that winning trophies re-
mains the primary objec-
tive for the team.

Maresca, who steps
into the role following
the highly successful
Pep Gu ardiola era, ac-
knowledged the im-
mense challenge of man-
aging such a dominant
club but expressed ex-
citement about the path
forward.

Tyagi attributes tactical

orowth

LUCKNOW

Fast bowler Kartik Tyagi has
credited former South African
legend Dale Steyn for his re-
cent tactical evolu-
tion after a blistering
149 kph yorker
during the UPT20
League at the Ekana
Cricket StadiumClick
to open side panel for
more information.
The Meerut Maver-
icks quick, whose ca-
reer was nearly de-
railed by a series of
significant injuries between
2022 and 2024, is currently en-
joying a remarkable resurgence.
Tyagi explained that his
work with Steyn focused on
moving beyond the obsession
with variety balls, such as
slower deliveries, to prioritize
the consistent application of
high-speed, hard-length bowl-
ing. “In T20 cricket, everyone
talks endlessly about slower
balls and yorkers, but for me, it

to Steyn

is about how relentlessly I can
hit a good length at this pace,”
Tyagi noted.

This tactical shift, combined
with a comprehensive physical
' and mechanical re-
build, has paid divi-
dends. After an inju-
ry-riddled period that
saw him left unsold
at the 2025 IPL auc-
. tion, Tyagi used the
., UPT20 platform to
prove his fitness and
skill. His dominant
2025 campaign led to

a contract with the
Kolkata Knight Riders for the
2026 IPL season, where he fin-
ished as the franchise’s
leading wicket-taker with 18
wickets.

Looking forward, Tyagi re-
mains optimistic about the fu-
ture of fast bowling in Uttar
Pradesh, highlighting the
state’s proactive scouting ef-
forts like the “Speed Hunt” as
vital tools for unearthing genu-
ine pace talent.

Sooryavanshi faces
‘red ball’ test in Duleep trophy

NEW DELHI

TYRES

All format success awaits

Former India captain Rahul Dravid
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Indian cricket prodigy Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi is gearing up for a cru-
cial red-ball and leadership challenge
as the new domestic season begins. At
- just 15 years old, the young talent has
been named vice-captain of the Ishan
Kishan-led East Zone squad for the
upcoming Duleep Trophy tournament.

While Sooryavanshi has shined
brightly in T20 leagues, the under-19
setup, and even senior international
duty, his first-class numbers tell a dif-
ferent story. Across eight red-ball
matches, he has scored 207 runs with
an average of 17.25. Experts and fans
will watch closely to see how the
teenager adapts to the demands of
four-day cricket as East Zone pre-
pares to face North East Zone.

Beyond the teenage sensation, the
tournament serves as an important
scouting ground for

Vaibhav, says Dravid
has emphasized the ur_gent
on Vaibhav Sooryavanshi to

d-ball cricket. While the 15
white-ball formafcs
omestic experience s C
lete all-format player. S
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ith the youngs
A e and consistent exposure to

force

Ranji

sion.

-year-old prodigy
Dravid believes that
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r. Sooryavanshiis pre-
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ter at Rajasthan

how to build

long innings successfully.

searching for fresh fast-bowling tal-
ent to bolster their Test squad, espe-
cially with veteran pacer Jasprit
Bumrah requiring careful workload
management. While young quicks
like Auqib Nabi and Gurnoor Brar
show promise, they still need valu-
able red-ball experience on home
pitches.

Meanwhile, veteran fast bowler Mo-
hammed Shami remains determined to

tention. Despite not playing a Test
match in over three years, Shami con-
tinues to dominate domestic cricket,
claiming 37 wickets in the previous

ing frustration over his current exclu-
Several other notable players will

also look to make a strong impression
over the next fortnight. Ruturaj Gaik-

his way back into national con-

Trophy campaign while express-

wad aims to secure a future
opening spot, while Arshdeep
Singh hopes to bring his white-
ball brilliance into the red-ball
format. Domestic stars like
Prithvi Shaw, Rajat Patidar, and
Sarfaraz Khan will also feature.
The Duleep Trophy runs
from August 23 to September
9, featuring six regional
teams competing in a knock-
out format. The opening
quarterfinals will see East
Zone play North East Zone,
while North Zone battles
West Zone for a spot in the
semifinals.

Simarjeet praises
Mayank after win

NEW DELHI

East Delhi Riders captain Simar-

jeet Singh has highlight-
ed the massive im- 4 ¥
pact of pace star |
Mayank Yadav fol- '
lowing a comfort- f
able 7 wicket victory (@7
over the Outer Delhi
Warriors in the Delhi
Premier League.

The Riders deliv-
ered a disciplined all-
round performance to
crush their opponents
on their last match.
Their lethal bowling at- .
tack completely disman-

tled the Warriors, bowling them

out for just 134 runs in under 20
overs. Mayank led the charge
with brilliant figures of 3 wick-
ets for 22 runs, while teammates
Ashish Meena and Simarjeet
provided strong support. Chas-

ing a small target, the Riders

overcame early stumbles thanks
to an unbroken partnership be-

tween Kavya Gupta and Vaibhav

Baisla, securing the win easily.

Speaking after the match, Si-
marjeet shared insight into the
team’s refreshed mindset. Rath-
er than worrying about points
pressure or playoff scenarios,
the squad chose to focus purely
on playing quality cricket and
rewarding their fans and man-
agement. Simarjeet also took
time to praise Mayank, calling
him the fastest bowler in India.

Beyond his raw pace on the
field, the captain noted that
Mayank brings great energy to
the locker room. He regularly
shares inspiring stories from his
time with the national team, pro-
viding invaluable motivation to
younger squad members.

The two fast bowlers have
formed a lethal partnership on
the pitch. Simarjeet explained
that they constantly talk during

?

-

East Delhi Riders captain
Simarjeet Singh praised
pace star Mayank Yadav

after their comprehensive

7-wicket victory in the
Delhi Premier League,
highlighting his lethal
bowling and inspiring
leadership.

matches to figure out tactics, de-
ciding who should attack and
how to manage the game situa-
tion best.

Looking ahead, the East Delhi
squad is not concerned with ru-
ining other teams’ playoff
chances. Instead, they want to
focus on personal development,
cut out previous mistakes, and
finish the tournament strongly
as domestic cricket season ap-
proaches.

Joao Pedro extends
Chelsea stay until 2034

LONDON

Brazilian forward Joao Pedro has
committed his long-term future to
Chelsea by signing a massive new
contract that runs until June 2034.
The announcement was made by the
Premier League club recently, secur-
ing the star attacker’s services for
the next 8 years.

Pedro made the move to Stamford
Bridge from Brighton and Hove Al-
bion in July 2025 and immediately
became a fan favorite. He played a
pivotal role in helping the Blues cap-
ture the FIFA Club World Cup tro-
phy, scoring two crucial goals
against his former club Fluminense
in the semi-finals before finding the

back of the net once again in the fi-
nal victory over Paris Saint-Ger-
main.

The 23-year-old continued his
stellar form throughout his debut full
campaign in west London. He netted
20 goals across all competitions and
was voted the club’s Player of the
Season by supporters. His clutch
performances included opening the
scoring against West Ham United,
netting the winner against Tottenham
Hotspur, and scoring twice in a
memorable UEFA Champions
League win over Napoli.

Speaking about his extension, Pe-
dro expressed immense pride and
happiness in tying his future to
Stamford Bridge.
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Hamilton left puzzled

after Ferrari’s pace drop

ZANDVOORT

Lewis Hamilton found himself scratching his head after a frus-
trating qualifying session at the Dutch Grand Prix. The racing
star admitted that his vehicle felt like a completely different
machine when it mattered most, leaving him searching for

ansSwers.

Earlier in the day, practice went very well. The British
driver felt comfortable and fast on the track. However,
things changed drastically once the afternoon qualify-
ing session began. While his teammate Charles Le-
clerc secured the third-fastest spot, Hamilton struggled

to keep up and finished down in 7th place.

Strong winds and changing weather made driving
difficult for everyone on the track. The track went
from being damp earlier in the day to drying out under
bright sunshine. Teams had to work hard to set up their
cars perfectly in a very tight window. Small tweaks
made between sessions seemed to push Hamilton’s car

in the wrong direction.

Hamilton noted that his teammate Leclerc managed to
find a much better rhythm. Leclerc even called his final lap
one of his best of the entire year, missing out on pole position

by just a tiny margin.

Ferrari brought new upgrade parts to this race, focusing heavily on
the floor and rear acrodynamics to boost speed. Engineers will now
spend hours looking over the computer data to understand why

Hamilton lost so much speed.

Looking ahead, the team remains hopeful. They plan to review
everything overnight to fix the setup issues before the sprint race.

Struggling
with car setup
issues and
strong winds,

Lewis Hamilton
finished 7th in
qualifying at the
Dutch Grand Prix,
while teammate
Charles Leclerc

ZANDVOORT

Fernando Alonso faced a major setback
during Sprint Qualifying at the Dutch
Grand Prix, pointing the finger at Hon-
da’s new power unit after a difficult ses-
sion. Both Aston Martin cars were
knocked out in the very first round, leav-
ing the veteran Spanish driver and his
teammate Lance Stroll at the back of the
grid.

The weekend started with a glimmer of
hope when Alonso finished 12th in prac-
tice, showing decent speed. However,
things fell apart once qualifying began.
The double world champion locked his
front tires on his first flying lap and slid
straight into the gravel trap. His 2nd at-
tempt went even worse, coming in over 3
seconds behind the pace-setter due to se-
vere technical troubles.

Alonso explained that the engine suf-
fered from major driveability bugs. He
noted that the power unit kept pushing
forward under braking, making it ex-
tremely hard to slow the car down be-
cause the throttle stayed open. On top of
that, a system error stopped his rear wing

Fernando Alonso ready to

decide F1 future

LONDON

Racing star Fernando Alonso will soon reveal if he
will stay in Formula 1. His current deal with Aston
Martin ends this year. Team leaders say talks have
continued for many months, and a final choice is
expected very soon. Alonso remains quiet on the
matter, noting his full focus is on the current race
weekend and car upgrades rather than next season.
With other top drivers already locked into their
teams for next year, Alonso stands as the biggest
puzzle piece left in the sport. Fans eagerly wait to

see his next big move.

from opening on the straight lines.

The driver admitted that the brand-new
Honda engine is still very young and im-
mature with its control settings. Because
this is a Sprint weekend, the team had
very little practice time to iron out these
complicated bugs before facing the stop-
watch.

Looking ahead to race day, Aston Mar-
tin confirmed that overnight setup chang-
es have fixed the wing issue. However,
because of these adjustments, Alonso will
have to start the upcoming Sprint race
straight from the pit lane, turning the
event into a massive recovery test for the
team.

Verstappen seeks answers
after Zandvoort qualitying

ZANDVOORT

Max Verstappen admitted he and Red
Bull must figure out their car balance is-
sues after a difficult qualifying session at
his home Dutch Grand Prix. The reigning
world champion started Saturday’s Sprint
from 6th on the grid, fighting an uphill
battle in front of his passionate home sup-
porters.

Fresh off signing a massive multi-year
contract extension keeping him with Red
Bull through 2030, Verstappen entered
the weekend carrying strong momentum
from recent podium finishes. However,
finding the right grip and balance around
the banked Zandvoort circuit proved
tougher than expected during Friday’s
running.

After a single hour of practice, the
Dutch star could only manage the 6th
fastest time in Sprint Qualifying, finish-
ing over half a second behind polesitter
George Russell. While he managed to
edge out rival Lewis Hamilton’s Ferrari,
Verstappen conceded that the car is still
lacking the ultimate speed needed to fight
at the very front.

Speaking to the media after the session,
Verstappen explained that although the
car felt slightly better than it did in open-
ing practice, the team still has plenty of
homework to do. Engineers will look
closely at the telemetry data overnight to
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fine-tune the setup, aiming to unlock
more mechanical grip and a stable bal-
ance for the upcoming races.

With a strong home crowd backing
him, Verstappen remains hopeful that the
team can turn things around. While qual-
ifying was a challenge, Red Bull tradi-
tionally finds extra pace as the weekend
progresses, leaving the door open for a
strong recovery during the main grand
prix weekend.

Carlos Sainz warned after

slow driving incident

ZANDVOORT before Turn 13, which ruined his lap time.
He also pointed out that his car’s battery
had run completely empty, making it hard
to speed back up. However, he admitted that
he could have tried harder to make up lost

: time before heading into the pit lane.

The stewards understood his

energy management struggles
but still handed down a for-
mal warning for not manag-
ing his delta time properly.

This setback capped off a
very frustrating Friday for
the driver. Earlier in the day,
he slid off the track into the
gravel multiple times during
practice, damaging important
parts of his vehicle. Because spare
parts are limited right now, his team
had to use older components with less per-
formance. Williams decided to change his
car setup, which means Sainz will officially
start the upcoming sprint race from the pit
lane. The team hopes this change will help
them gather useful data to improve for the
rest of the weekend.

Carlos Sainz faced more trouble at the
Dutch Grand Prix after receiving an official
warning from race stewards. The Williams
driver was investigated for driving
too slowly during the sprint qual-
ifying session at the challeng-
ing Zandvoort circuit. Sainz
had already endured a rough
afternoon on the track. He

finished a disappointing

18th in the qualifying ses-

sion after failing to make it

past the first round. To make
matters worse, race officials
summoned him for breaking
rules regarding minimum speed
limits on the track.

According to the official report, the Span-
ish driver crossed the line 5 seconds slower
than the maximum time allowed. Officials
reviewed video footage, team radio messag-
es, and data before making their final deci-
sion. Sainz explained to the stewards that he
had to move out of the way for another car

Russell capitalizes on

Zandvoort updates

Antonelli’s Zandvoort misstep

ZANDVOORT

George Russell turned his
weekend around in fine style
by securing pole position for
the Dutch Grand Prix Sprint.
Facing a tough run of recent
races and low personal confi-
dence, the Mercedes driver
adopted a fresh mental ap-
proach to outpace the chasing
pack on the challenging
Dutch circuit.

While teammate Kimi An-
tonelli topped opening prac-
tice, a mistake early in Sprint
Qualifying caused floor dam-
age and compromised his car.
Russell capitalized on the op-
portunity instantly. In a tense
battle at the top, he edged out
McLaren rival Lando Norris
by a razor-thin margin of just
four-hundredths of a second
to secure the top spot on the

grid.

Russell admitted that his
confidence had taken a hit
following recent struggles,
including an early retirement
in Belgium and technical
troubles in Hungary. To com-
bat this, he chose to wipe the
slate clean, treating the week-
end like the very first round
of the championship and
avoiding overthinking. That
clear mindset paid off when it
mattered most in the final
qualifying phase.

With Antonelli lining up
fifth after his qualifying error,
Russell now holds a golden
opportunity to convert track
position into a strong result
and chip away at the stand-
ings. However, he remains
wary of the strong race pace
shown by Ferrari and McLar-
en during practice.

Zandvoort return: What
went wrong for Lawson?

ZANDVOORT they failed to make the same performance
steps as their rivals as the track evolved, re-
sulting in a frustrating elimination just outside
the top ten.

Reflecting on his return, Lawson admitted
that while the day had positive moments,
missing out on SQ3 left a bitter taste. He not-
ed that the car clearly possessed the potential
to fight near the very front, making
the early exit harder to swallow.

Interestingly, Lawson finds
himself starting Saturday’s
Sprint sandwiched directly

Liam Lawson experienced a whirlwind re-
turn to Red Bull during Friday’s Sprint
Qualifying at the Dutch Grand Prix. Step-
ping in as a late replacement for the injured
Isack Hadjar, the New Zealander immediate-
ly turned heads by showing impressive raw
speed before ultimately settling
for 11th on the grid for Satur-
day’s Sprint.

Having only spent a brief
two-race stint with the

squad early last year, Law- between his usual Racing
son faced a steep learning - Bulls teammates, with
curve with minimal ¢ Arvid Lindblad sta rting
preparation time. De- tenth and Yuki Tsunoda
spite the sudden transi- right behind him in 12th.
tion, he hit the ground run- With plenty of data gath-

ning and even managed to
outpace teammate Max
Verstappen during the
opening phase of Sprint

ered from his first day
back in the champion-
ship-winning machin-
ery, Lawson will look

boost Gasly’s
midfield hopes

ZANDVOORT

Alpine is back in the
heart of the midfield
battle. Pierre Gasly
delivered a strong
performance during
Sprint Qualifying at
the Dutch Grand
Prix, locking in an
impressive 8th place
on the grid.

The French racing
team arrived at Zan-
dvoort with a major
performance pack-
age. Driven by hard
work at the Enstone
factory, the team
managed to bring
vital car updates one
race earlier than

Qualifying.

‘Everything feels
like i’'m a rookie...

ZANDVOORT

SQ2. While the
team started
the session
strong-

ly,

Yuki Tsunoda admitted he felt like a complete newcomer after
stepping back into a Formula 1 race seat at the Dutch Grand Prix.
Following an unexpected call-up due to Isack Hadjar’s wrist inju-
ry, the Japanese driver rejoined Racing Bulls on a short-term basis
as part of his reserve duties.

Having spent the season on the sidelines after losing his Red Bull
seat, Tsunoda faced the massive challenge of handling the radical-
ly different 2026 machines for the very first time. Despite the sud-
den transition, he navigated a damp and tricky opening practice
session safely before putting in a solid shift during Sprint Qualify-
ing. Tsunoda successfully fought his way into the 2nd qualifying
phase, ultimately claiming the 12th spot on the grid. He missed out
on a higher position by a mere fraction of a second, finishing just
0.009 seconds behind teammate Liam Lawson.

However, his momen-
tum hit a roadblock in
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to turn that raw speed
| into a stro ng points-
scoring opportuni-
ty during the
main ses-
sions.

planned. This new upgrade
includes a changed floor, a
new diffuser, a revised rear
wing, and updated sidepods.
Because of the tight sched-
ule, only Gasly received the
new parts for this weekend,
while his teammate Franco
Colapinto will get them at
the next round in Monza.
Gasly admitted he felt
frustrated before the summer
break as Alpine slipped to
6th place in the Con-
structors’ Champion-
ship behind Racing
Bulls. However, the
new setup immediate-
ly changed his feeling
inside the car. He noted
that the machine has much
more grip and responds far
better to his driving style.

Even though the car is not
yet perfect and the team still
has weaknesses to fix, this
early upgrade proves to be a
massive step forward. Gasly
successfully outpaced rivals
from Audi and Racing Bulls
in qualifying, placing himself
right at the front of the mid-
field pack.

The team’s main target for
the remainder of the season
is clear - chase down Racing
Bulls and take back 5th place
in the standings. With plenty
of races left, Gasly believes
that the team can fight for
big points again. If this new
speed continues, Alpine’s
clever engineering push
could turn their season
around completely before the
year ends.
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‘YASH IS LIKE KOHINOOR"’:
BABU DEFENDS TOXIC

CSH

Chiranjeevi Shows Two
Shades In ‘Kaaka’ Glimpse

hiranjeevi’s much-awaited film
has been titled Kaaka, with its ‘
first glimpse introducing fans to | 4 ! I @ f
two different sides of the megastar. - b/ Chiranjeevi’s/ J/

ever, strongly praised Yash

eteran filmmaker SV
N / Rajendra Singh Babu
has spoken in support
of Yash after criticism sur-
rounding Toxic: A Fairy Tale
for Grown-Ups. The com-
ments came after his daugh-
ter, actor Rishika Singh, ques-
tioned some romantic and in-
timate scenes shown in the
film’s trailer and songs.

Rishika had expressed dis-
comfort over the way women
were portrayed in parts of the
promotional material. She
also questioned Yash’s deci-
sion to appear in such scenes
and said the actor should
show greater respect towards
women.

Addressing her comments,
Rajendra Singh Babu said Ri-
shika’s views were her per-
sonal opinion. He maintained
that everyone has the right to
form their own opinion about
a film.

The veteran director, how-

and his contribution to Kan-
nada cinema. He said the ac-
tor’s films, particularly the
KGF series, had helped Kan-
nada cinema reach audiences
across India and beyond.

Yash is like the Kohinoor
diamond for our Kannada in-
dustry, Rajendra Singh Babu
said, according to Cinema Ex-
press. He also praised the
scale and ambition of Toxic.

The film has faced criticism
from some viewers since its
promotional material was re-
leased. Rishika’s remarks
added to the discussion
around the movie’s presenta-
tion of romance and women.

Directed by Geetu Mohan-
das, Toxic: A Fairy Tale for
Grown-Ups is scheduled for a
worldwide theatrical release
on August 26. The film is ex-
pected to attract attention be-
cause of Yash’s popularity and
its ambitious presentation.
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Yash’'s Growing Reach

Yash has emerged as one of Kannada cinema’s most
recognised stars following the success of the KGF
films. His popularity has helped Kannada films reach
audiences outside Karnataka and India. Rajendra Singh
Babu praised the actor’s achievements and called him
a Kohinoor diamond for the Kannada film industry.
Toxic is now among his most anticipated projects.

Mahaveer Karna
Set For Worldwide
Release On
December 4

irector Ramesh Var-
ma’s upcoming epic
film has been titled

Mahaveer Karna, with the
makers announcing that the
hybrid live-action film will
release worldwide on Decem-
ber 4, 2026. The title was re-
vealed through a teaser re-
leased on Saturday.

The film is presented by
Pen Movies and Neeladri Pro-
ductions, in association with
RV Film House. The makers
described it as an ambitious
cinematic project that com-
bines live-action performanc-
es with advanced visual ef-
fects.

Varma, known for films
such as Rakshasudu and Kh-
iladi, has worked across ac-
tion, thriller and commercial
cinema. With Mahaveer Kar-
na, he is now entering the
world of epic storytelling
based on the Mahabharata.

The film places Karna at
the centre of its story. Born to
Kunti but raised away from
royal recognition, Karna
faced rejection, questions
about his identity and difficult
circumstances throughout his
life. Despite these struggles,
he remained loyal to those he
trusted and firmly followed
his promises.

His generosity, courage and
commitment to his word have
made Karna one of the most
memorable and tragic figures
in Indian mythology. The
teaser reportedly highlights
these qualities while present-
ing warriors, kingdoms,
weapons and large-scale visu-
als.

The makers appear to be
focusing on Karna’s human
side rather than presenting the
film only as a mythological
spectacle. Themes of honour,
loyalty, friendship, betrayal,
destiny and sacrifice are ex-
pected to form the emotional
core.

The technical team includes
Hybrid Creator Ramji Dott as
director of photography,
Prawin Pudi as editor, Shree-
mani as dialogue writer and
Gyaani as music director.

Ramayana Bhojpuri Trailer
Sparks Huge Online Buzz

fan-made Bhojpuri
trailer of Ramayana
as created a strong

buzz online, with viewers
praising the version and ask-
ing the makers to consider an
official release.

Directed by Nitesh Tiwari,
Ramayana stars Ranbir Ka-
poor, Sai Pallavi and Yash.
Produced by Namit Malhotra,
the film is planned for release
in Hindi, Kannada, Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam and En-
glish. Reports also suggest
that Japanese, Mandarin and
Spanish versions are being
considered.

The Bhojpuri trailer circu-
lating on social media is not

official. It is a fan-made ver-
sion that has received humor-
ous and positive reactions.
One viewer wrote, I was wait-
ing for Ravi Kishan voice on
Ravana, showing interest in
hearing the popular Bhojpuri
actor’s voice in the film.

Another user called the
trailer on another level. A fan
also suggested that an official
Bhojpuri release could earn
more than Rs 100 crore in Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh if promoted well.

It remains unclear whether
the filmmakers will respond
to the demand or plan an offi-
cial Bhojpuri version. Makers
have not confirmed an official

Bhojpuri release yet.

Meanwhile, Yash recently
addressed reports about Ra-
mayana’s Rs 4,000 crore bud-
get on Aap Ki Adalat. He
clarified that the amount cov-
ers both parts, including re-
lease and promotion.

He said global films re-
quire major promotional
spending, similar to Holly-
wood productions.

Ramayana will release in
two parts. Part 1 is scheduled
for Diwali this year, while
Part 2 will arrive during Di-
wali next year. Reports say
Brahma Al is being used for
dubbed versions to improve
lip-sync accuracy.

I'll Act If Something Interesting
Comes, Says Jason Sanjay

jay, is currently concentrat-

ing on making his directorial
debut Sigma a success. However,
the young filmmaker has said he
is open to acting if he finds an in-
teresting project after the film’s
release.

In an interview with SS Music,
Jason said his complete attention
is currently on Sigma, which is
scheduled to release on October 2.
He said he does not want to get
distracted before the film reaches
theatres. After Sigma releases, if

Jason Sanjay, son of actor Vi-

something interesting comes, I'll
definitely act, he said.

Jason also revealed that he
would like to begin his acting
journey with romantic comedies.
He said he would later like to ex-
plore science-fiction films, a
genre he enjoys.

The filmmaker also spoke

4 Jason’s early theatre N
job reflected his strong
love for cinema. He
worked as a cashier
mainly because he
wanted free access to
films. The experience
also gave him memo-
rable moments, includ-
ing watching movies
alone when theatres
were empty. Now, with
Sigma, he hopes to es-
tablish his own identity
as a filmmaker before
considering acting. Y,

about his preferences in rela-
tionships. He said he would
like a partner who loves food,
enjoys travelling and exploring
new places, and is financially
independent. He also de-
scribed high-maintenance
behaviour as a red flag.

Jason said it would be
difficult to connect with
someone who does not en-
joy Tamil films and songs.
He explained that movie
references are part of his
daily conversations and
that a partner should un-
derstand them.

He also recalled earning
his first salary. Jason said
he initially worked as a
freelancer for advertising
agencies after finding op-
portunities through Linke-
dIn. Later, he worked as a
cashier at a small theatre
abroad because the job al-
lowed him to watch movies
for free.
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The title was revealed on Chiran-
jeevi’s 70th birthday. Directed by Bob-
by Kolli, the film was earlier known as
Megal58 and is scheduled to reach
theatres on January 13, 2027, during

the Sankranthi festival.

KVN Productions, which is backing
the project, shared the title and glimpse
on X. The production house said the
film would present a WHOLE NEW
SIDE of Chiranjeevi and set a bloody

benchmark on the big screen.

The glimpse introduces Chiranjeevi
as K Satyam, a supervisor working in
the aqua industry. He first appears as a
simple middle-class man focused on his
daily work and festival preparations.

A humorous sequence begins when
Getup Srinu’s character tells Satyam
about scooter keys given to him by his
daughter. The keys accidentally fall
into the water after Satyam asks him to
throw them. A dog then appears with a
remote, helping Satyam retrieve the

keys using a magnet.

The mood changes when guns are
discovered along with the keys. This
unexpected moment hints at another
side of Satyam and leads to the title re-

veal.

The glimpse keeps the connection
between the two shades and the main
story under wraps. Anaswara Rajan

also stars in a key role.
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HERO KI HORRORINE RELEASE
DATE SET FOR JANUARY 2027

roducer Ektaa R Kapoor
Pand Amar Butala have

announced the release
date of Hero Ki Horrorine, a
horror comedy directed by
Sajid Khan. The film is ex-
pected to mix supernatural
elements, romance and hu-
mour.

The movie marks the acting
debut of Yashvardhan Ahuja,
son of veteran actor Govinda.
He will share the screen with
his mother, Sunita Ahuja. Ni-
tanshi Goel, who earned
praise for her performance in
Laapataa Ladies, will play the
female lead opposite Yash-
vardhan.

The cast also includes Ja-
mie Lever, Chunky Pandey,
Brijendra Kala and Simrat
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Kaur Randhawa in roles.

Ektaa R Kapoor has previ-
ously backed projects that
combine horror with comedy.
With Hero Ki Horrorine, the
makers are again looking to
bring together scares and
laughs. Sajid Khan, known for
films across comedy and
mainstream entertainment, is
directing the project.

The makers have not re-

vealed the complete storyline
or character details yet. How-
ever, the combination of a de-
but actor, an established direc-
tor and a popular supporting
cast has created interest
around the film.

Yashvardhan’s debut will be
closely watched because he
comes from the Ahuja family.
His first major screen appear-
ance will also bring expecta-
tions from audiences familiar
with his father’s long career.

With its horror-comedy
theme and January release,
Hero Ki Horrorine is posi-
tioned as an entertainer for
audiences seeking humour,
romance and supernatural
drama among moviegoers na-
tionwide already.

The Odyssey Sets

November Digital And

Blu-ray Release

hristopher Nolan’s
blockbuster epic The
Odyssey is preparing to
move from cinemas to home
entertainment platforms fol-
lowing a record-breaking glob-
al theatrical run.
The film will be available
to rent and buy digitally
from November 17, 2026,
according to Variety. Its
4K Ultra HD Blu-ray re-
lease is also scheduled
for the same day. The
date comes exactly
four months after the
film opened in the-
atres on July 17.
The Odyssey
will have a
123-day
the-

atrical window before its digi-
tal release. A similar strategy
was followed by Nolan’s Op-
penheimer, which also re-
mained in cinemas for 123
days before reaching digital
and premium home formats.

The film has earned around
USD 1.352 billion worldwide,
making it the highest-grossing
R-rated film in history.

It has surpassed Deadpool &
Wolverine and become only
the third R-rated movie to
cross the USD 1 billion mark,
after Joker and Deadpool &
Wolverine.

The achievement has also
made The Odyssey the high-
est-grossing film of Nolan’s
career, overtaking The Dark
Knight Rises, which earned
about USD 1.08 billion world-
wide. It has also set a record as
the highest-grossing IMAX re-
lease.The film earned USD 123
million in its opening domestic
weekend and has collected
about USD 516 million in
North America and USD 835
million internationally.

Based on Homer’s
ancient Greek epic, The
Odyssey stars Matt Da-
mon as Odysseus, King
of Ithaca, who strug-
gles to return home af-
ter the Trojan War.

JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and printed at Vihaan




