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KARNATAKA REJECTS

KASTURIRANGAN REPORT

The Assembly unitedly passed a resolution, seeking changes to protect forests while
ensuring that farming, settlements and livelihoods remain unaffected by restrictions.

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Assembly on
Tuesday passed a resolution
rejecting the K Kasturirangan
Committee report on the con-
servation of the Western Ghats
in its present form.

The six-point resolution,
passed at the end of a special
discussion on the report, urged
the Centre to rectify the “defi-
ciencies” in it. It sought to in-
corporate changes to protect
forests, farms, settlements and
livelihoods.

The resolution proposes a
high-level committee headed
by a retired judge to examine
the report and recommend
modifications. The panel will
include Revenue and Forest of-
ficials, farmer and industry rep-
resentatives, and academic ex-
perts and scientists specialised
in forests and the environment.

The government will also
undertake a physical, sur-
vey-number-wise measurement
of forest boundaries, habita-
tions, agricultural land and oth-
er areas to establish precise
boundaries.

Replying to the debate, Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar said
environmental protection and
farmers’ interests must go to-
gether. “If there are forests,
there will be land and rainfall.
At the same time, farmers must
also be protected,” he said.

The CM said agriculture and
horticulture activities should
continue and existing roads and
hospitals should be protected.
Protecting such facilities was

Demands put forth

inresolution

Resolution: Six-point resolution

Extension sought: One year

ESA: Forest areas only

Delegation

the responsibility of both the
state and Central governments.
One-year extension

The resolution seeks one-year
extension from the Centre to
complete the physical survey. It
urges the Centre not to finalise
the notification until Karnataka
submits its report and discus-
sions are held with the state
government. The state will ap-
point a senior advocate to repre-
sent it before the Supreme Court
and send an all-party delegation
to meet the Union Forest Min-
ister and the Prime Minister.

The resolution proposes that
the Ecologically Sensitive Area
(ESA) should cover only noti-
fied forest and other forest ar-
eas. Agricultural land, planta-
tions, habitations and public
activity areas should be exclud-
ed. It also seeks consideration
of Bagair Hukum land, Forest
Rights Act claims, deemed for-
ests, land grants, appeals and
pending court cases.

It noted that reliance on sat-
ellite data instead of precise
survey number boundaries
could create difficulties over
house construction, property
division and inheritance.

Why Karnataka up in arms against
Kasturirangan report?

he Kasturirangan committee report proposes 37% of the

total area of Western Ghats, which is roughly 60,000
square kilometres, to be declared as eco-sensitive area (ESA).
Out of this, 20,668 sq km of the area falls in Karnataka cover-
ing 1,576 villages. The report recommended a blanket ban on
mining, quarrying, setting up of red category industries and
thermal power projects. It also stated that the impact of infra-
structural projects on the forest and wildlife should be studied
before permission is given for these activities. It also stated
that the UNESCO Heritage tag is an opportunity to build glob-
al and domestic recognition of the enormous natural wealth
that exists in the Western Ghats. The 39 sites are located across
the Western Ghats and distributed across the states (Kerala 19),
Karnataka (10), Tamil Nadu (6) and Maharashtra (4). The
boundary of the sites, are in most cases, boundaries of the le-
gally demarcated national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, tiger
reserves and forest divisions and therefore, already accorded
with high level of protection. The Eco-Sensitive Area mapping
and demarcation done by the committee also indicates that all
sites are within this area. The state governments should view
this development and build a plan to protect, conserve and
value the resources and opportunities of the region. The state
of Karnataka has the highest percentage of the ESA- 46.50%.
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‘Know how to run govt”:
DKS admits fin crunch

The CM says as
the finance
minister, [ know
what programmes
must be cut and

what’s needed.
v

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Tuesday acknowl-
edged the concerns raised by
the Finance Department over
the state’s fiscal position, say-
ing he has been advised to “be
careful”.

The CM was reacting to the
Finance Department’s report-
ed internal note asking him to
be “realistic” as funding new
projects will be “difficult”
due to the existing cash
crunch and insufficient re-
sources.

“Yes, the Finance Depart-
ment has been giving its opin-
ion, keeping in mind the
state’s interests. It’s not
wrong. They’ve asked me to
be careful,” Shivakumar said.

“As the finance minister, I
know what programmes must
be cut and what’s needed,” he

.~

‘ ‘ The Finance Department has
given its advice keeping in mind

the interests of the state. It's not

wrong. They’ve asked me to be careful.

- DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

said, adding that “We’re in
power. We know how to run
the government.”

“The Congress government
has rolled out five ‘guarantee’
schemes, which are estimated
to cost Rs 51,286 crore in the
current fiscal. These schemes
were implemented to help
people deal with price rise,”
he said.

Karnataka is the most pro-
gressive state in India, he

Finance Dept cautions (M
amid funding strain, drought

Bengaluru: The Karnataka Finance De-
partment has advised the state govern-
ment to exercise caution and remain realis-
tic regarding spending and the announce-
ment of new schemes amid a cash crunch.
The financial strain is already impacting ex-
penses, salary disbursements, irrigation
utilities and electricity companies, subsidy
payments, besides causing defaults in sub-
sidy payments and other monthly dis-
bursements, the department stated. Start-
ing costly projects that are not budgeted
for "will create issues for cash flow and fis-
cal management", it warned. In addition,
ongoing monsoon deficits and drought
across Karnataka are estimated to impose
an extra burden of Rs 4,000 to 5,000 crore
on the state exchequer for power genera-
tion and drinking water supplies for farm-
ers. The department emphasised generat-
ing new revenue streams before allocating
funds for additional projects.

said, adding that his govern-
ment would stick to the legal
limits for fiscal deficit.

“The state’s fiscal deficit --
the gap between the govern-
ment’s total expenditure and
its total revenue, excluding
borrowings -- is estimated at
Rs 97,449 crore, which is
2.95% of the GSDP. It should
not exceed 3% as per law.
We’ll stick to the limit,” the
CM said.

CM making headline-hungry announcements with empty coffers: Ashoka

Bengaluru: During the day,
the Opposition BJP and JD(S)
slammed the government
over the state’s finances.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion R Ashoka accused
Shivakumar of making
“headline-hungry an-

nouncements” with

“empty coffers”. %,V
In a tweet, Ashoka |

&=

N

said: “Instead of responsible
governance, Congress has re-
duced Karnataka to a state
struggling to pay basic
salaries and subsidies.”
Taunting the Con-

) gress, the JD(S) tweet-
7 ed: “Announce projects

Y first, find the money
" later...seems to be
the new model

of governance in Karnataka
by Congress.”

Shivakumar hit back at the
BJP, reminding the saffron
party that the union govern-
ment owed funds to the state.
“The Centre had announced
Rs 5,300 crore (for the Upper
Bhadra Project). I’'m begging
for it. Let them (BJP) give the
money first.”

UN chief calls
for end to wars,
Al curbs

New York: United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio Gu-
terres used his final address to
the General Assembly on Tues-
day to urge world leaders to
regulate artificial intelligence,
end wars, focus on climate
change and overhaul UN insti-
tutions he warned are strug-
gling to confront mounting
global challenges.

The Portuguese PM, whose
second five-year term ends on
December 31, reiterated his
calls for global oversight of Al
risks, just as the UN's 15-mem-
ber Security Council prepares to
host Al leadersfor a briefing on
the powerful technology.

He also reflected on the grid-
lock within the organisation, as
nearly 130 world leaders gath-
ered in New York, and Chinese
President Xi Jinping and others
— including leaders from
South Africa, India and Germa-
ny — skipped the meeting.

177 Taluks declared drought hit

BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara on Tuesday
said 177 Taluks had been de-
clared drought-affected, with
another 20-30 likely to be add-
ed after further assessment.

Speaking during a special
session of the Legislative
Council on drought, he said
Karnataka had received only
642 mm of rainfall against the
normal 8§52 mm. The deficit
stood at 46% in South Interior
Karnataka and 44% in North
Interior Karnataka.

The government initially de-
clared 101 taluks drought-hit,
followed by 23 and another
53, taking the total to 177.
Parameshwara said the process
was based on ground verifica-
tion and Central guidelines.

He said crop loss was esti-
mated at around 82%, with
many farmers losing two
rounds of sowing. The govern-
ment has released Rs 5 crore
per district for drinking water

DROUGHT IN KARNATAKA

+177: Taluks declared drought-hit

+ 20-30: More taluks may be added

+ 642 mm: Rainfall received

+ 852 mm: Normal rainfall

+ 829%o: Estimated crop loss

+¥3,500 cr: Relief sought from Centre

and Rs 1 crore per Assembly
constituency.

A memorandum seeking Rs
3,500 crore in relief for the ini-
tial 101 taluks has already
been submitted to the Centre.
He said losses in those taluks
were estimated at Rs 18,000
crore and proposed an all-party
delegation to meet the Prime
Minister and Union ministers.

Opposition leader Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy agreed that the
situation was serious but ques-
tioned the government's re-
sponse. He alleged that emer-
gency measures were delayed
despite early warnings and said
the allocation for drought man-

This is not
adrought
limited to four
or 10 taluks; it
has affected
the entire
state.

G Parameshwara,
Deputy CM

DROUGHT CRISIS

Karnataka has so far declared 177 Ta-
luks drought-affected, with the gov-
ernment expecting the number to rise
after further ground assessments. The
state received 642 mm of rainfall
against the normal 852 mm. Crop loss
is estimated at 82%. The government
has released funds for drinking water
and submitted a ¥3,500-crore relief
memorandum to the Centre covering
the first 101 drought-hit taluks.

agement was inadequate. The
discussion led to sharp ex-
changes between the Treasury
and Opposition, forcing Coun-
cil Chairman Saleem Ahmed
to briefly adjourn proceedings.

© More on page 7

PUNISHMENT FOR NOT SINGING?

Exploring legal ways to
shut down KPSC: CM

‘Lots of crooks have entered
that place, right from the
chairperson to others’.

v

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar said Tuesday that
his government is considering
shutting down the Karnataka
Public Service Commission
(KPSC) over widespread
corruption in the re-
cruitment body.

Shivakumar said
this a day after the
Karnataka High
Court formed a special
investigation team (SIT)
on the recruitment scams at
the KPSC.

“I want to shut down the
KPSC. I'm talking to various
people on the legal aspects.
Lots of crooks have entered
that place, right from the

chairperson to others. The po-
lice have sufficient docu-
ments to establish this,” Shi-
vakumar told reporters.
However, Shivakumar ad-

mitted that closing a Constitu-
tional body will not be easy.
“The KPSC has procedures
akin to what we must follow
when it comes to High Court
judges. We’re thinking of go-
ing deep into the legalities.
The future of our children is
important,” he said.

Shivakumar recalled
that the previous Sid-
daramaiah govern-
ment had reduced the
number of KPSC
members from 15 to 7.
“Despite being as
transparent as possible, peo-
ple there are indulging in
theft. Forget members who
are running their own shops,
but officers themselves do
wrong things,” Shivakumar
said.

Lokayukta raids
8 officials

Bengaluru: Karnataka Lo-
kayukta officials on Tuesday
conducted searches at multiple
locations linked to eight gov-
ernment officials in a dispropor-
tionate assets case.

The raids targeted Darshan
Gowda, FDA at the Chikka-
ballapur Deputy Commission-
er’s office; retired BBMP Assis-
tant Executive Engineer Ranga-
nath H M; Bengaluru District
Registrar Sridevi; and Madikeri
Municipal Commissioner HR
Ramesh. The other officials are
HESCOM AEE Kiran Kumar
Baindur of Hubballi-Dharwad,
GESCOM AEE Rajeshwari of
Kalaburagi, Agriculture Depart-
ment Assistant Director Manik
Rao of Bidar, and Mandya
Backward Classes Welfare De-
partment Hostel Superintendent
Shivaraju. Lokayukta officials
said the searches were linked to
allegations that the officials had
accumulated assets dispropor-
tionate to their known sources
of income.

NO ACTION FOR OBJECTING TO VANDE MATARAM ON RELIGIOUS GROUNDS: SC

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tuesday
said that while ‘Vande Mataram’
remains the national song, no one
with genuine religious objec-
tions under Articles 25 and 26
of the Constitution can face pe-
nal consequences for not sing-
ing its contested stanzas.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Moha-
na was hearing a plea by Car-
natic musician TM Krishna
challenging a Centre’s circular
mandating the full six stanzas
and an amendment placing the
song on a par with the national
anthem under the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act.

Senior advocate S Mu-

ralidhar, appearing for Krishna,
argued that four of the six stan-
zas expressly invoke devotion
to Hindu deities and that com-
pelling their singing violates the
secular character of the Consti-
tution. He contended that the
amendment is arbitrary, invades
personal liberty, and advances a
“majoritarian religious message”.

“They have introduced the ex-
pression ‘national song’ but the
Act does not define what a na-

tional song is. The Office . understood as

Memorandum is not even
gazetted. They don’t cite
any provision,” Mu-
ralidhar submitted.
He stressed that
penal consequences
cannot rest on
vagueness and that

the government had acted in
“such great hurry” without
building public opinion.

“You can’t thrust and have
penal consequences,” he said,
noting that the original law made
no mention of a national song
and that the government was now
insisting it was not limited to
the two commonly sung stan-
zas.

Justice Bagchi observed that
“national song has always been
Vande
Mataram” and that courts

cannot second-guess na-
tional aspirations. “It is
for the state. Person
can decide whether to
A s1ng one or four stan-
zas. There can’t be
penal consequences.”

Referring to the landmark Bi-
joe Emmanuel judgment, Jus-
tice Bagchi added that the law
of the land would govern and
that “nobody who feels an in-
fraction of Art. 25, 26 rights
would be subjected to penal
consequences. “On the secular-
ism argument, Justice Bagchi
noted that the American nation-
al anthem uses the word ‘God’,
asking whether religious fla-
vour would impact the secular
character of the Constitution.

Seeking a response from the
Centre, the bench made it clear
it would examine the question
of penal consequences while
affirming that the declaration of
Vande Mataram as the national
song itself was not open to judi-
cial second-guessing.

Supreme Court stance

No penal action: Reviewing a challenge
to the amendment on National Honour, a
bench led by Chief Justice Surya Kant not-
ed that conscientious objectors cannot
face criminal punishment for opting out.
Precedent relied upon: The court refer-
enced the 1986 Bijoe Emmanuel v. State of
Kerala ruling protecting those who respectfully
stand without singing due to religious tenets.
Notice to Centre: The Union Govern-
ment was asked to respond on whether
mandatory rendition violates Article 25
freedom of conscience.

Core contentions in the case

Religious objections: The petition high-
lights that the final four stanzas include
references to Hindu deities, raising con-
cerns over freedom of faith.

Legal amendment: Recent legislative
changes criminalized refusals during the na-
tional song, carrying up to three years in prison.

Guv asks DKS to review Vande Mataram order

BENGALURU: Governor Thawarchand Gehlot has objected to the
state government’s decision to sing only two stanzas of ‘Vande ‘
Mataram’ at official programmes and asked Chief Minister DK Shi- | &%
vakumar to reconsider the order. In a four-page letter to the CM, Ge- | 7™
hlot said the decision was contrary to guidelines issued by the Cen-
tre. He asked the state government to review its order in view of the
constitutional provisions and directives of the Centre concerning the

national song. The Governor said the Union Home Ministry had prescribed an official ver-
sion of ‘Vande Mataram’ and issued specific directions on its rendition. States, he said,
were also required to follow the Centre’s guidelines. He maintained that the official ver-
sion should be sung during mass singing programmes and that there was no provision to
prescribe a separate shortened or modified version for state government functions. He
said the matter was not merely about administrative convenience but concerned compli-
ance with rules relating to a national symbol. The Governor also referred to Section 3 of
the 1971 Act, stating that the protection provided to the national anthem under the provi-
sion had been extended to ‘Vande Mataram’. The letter comes amid a controversy that
erupted during the opening day of the three-day special legislature session on Monday.
The session has been convened to discuss the Kasturirangan report and drought. The Op-
position BJP had objected in the Legislative Council to the government’s decision to re-
strict ‘Vande Mataram’ to two stanzas. The issue led to heated exchanges between the
Treasury and Opposition benches. Gehlot’s letter has now sought a reconsideration of the
state’s order in light of the Centre’s guidelines and constitutional considerations.
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High Court seeks docs
in fake wedding invite
APK scam

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The High Court has or-
dered the government to
submit preliminary docu-
ments linking payment
gateway Legal Pay Tech-
nology to an APK file cyber
fraud case. Victims lost
roughly 12.5 lakh rupees
after downloading a mali-
cious ‘wedding invitation’
app sent via WhatsApp.
Legal Pay filed petitions to
quash three FIRs at the
Hulimavu police station,
arguing it is an intermedi-
ary. The court stated it will
dismiss the petitions if
funds are found in Legal
Pay’s account, or grant
protection otherwise.
The government noted
the probe may shift to the
Cyber Crime station, with
the next hearing set for
October 5.

Minister warns of
strict actionin UKP
siteirregularities

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Water Resources Minister
N. Chaluvarayaswamy
has issued a stern direc-
tive to jail individuals in-
volved in irregularities re-
garding site allotments to
project-displaced persons
under the Upper Krishna
Project (UKP) Phases 1
and 2. Chairing a high-lev-
el meeting at Vikasa
Soudha, the Minister or-
dered officials to expedite
the CID investigation and
register FIRs against
wrongdoers, warning that
corrupt officials and mid-
dlemen will face unspar-
ing legal action. The con-
troversy centers on the
Kolhar Rehabilitation
Centre, established in
1995 for displaced fami-
lies, where 1,117 out of
5,664 sites were allegedly
allotted illegally via forged
documents, alongside 123
double allotments.

Bengaluru records
moderate air quality
levels

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Karnataka’s air quality
remains stable and
largely satisfactory, with
Belagavi and Mysuru re-
cording some of the
cleanest air in the state.
Bengaluru’s Air Quality
Index (AQI) averaged at
64, categorized as mod-
erate. While residential
areas like Jayanagar and
Malleshwaram main-
tained “Good” air quality
with an AQI of 40 to 50,
busy traffic hubs like Silk
Board and Peenya saw
slightly higher levels be-
tween 70 and 80. Across
the state, Belagavi re-
corded the cleanest air
at an AQI of 20, followed
closely by Hubba-
[li-Dharwad at 23 and
Mysuru at 31. Health ex-
perts advise asthmatic
residents and children to
wear masks near heavy
traffic junctions.

MLA Sunil Kumar slams
Forest Department policies

MLA Sunil Kumar slammed the Forest Department during a Kasturirangan
Report debate, warning that bureaucratic overreach fuels rural hardship.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

During a high-stakes legisla-
tive discussion on the Kastur-
irangan Report, Member of
Legislative Assembly Sunil
Kumar launched a scathing
critique against the Forest De-
partment, accusing bureau-
cratic agencies of inflicting
systemic hardships on local
residents under the guise of
environmental conservation.

Kumar argued that the con-
tinuous bureaucratic over-
reach and insensitivity toward
indigenous populations histor-
ically fueled extreme discon-
tent, serving as the root cause
behind the emergence of Nax-
alism in their district. He em-
phasized that local communi-
ties rejected extremist paths
and instead chose to protect
residents living within forest
boundaries, warning that ad-
ministrative indifference
could have spawned vastly
different consequences. Di-
recting his remarks toward
state leaders, Kumar urged
authorities to closely examine
the rigid functioning of the
department.

Addressing the controver-
sial Western Ghats ecology
proposals, Kumar stated that
the fragile mountain range is
not merely a scenic vacation
backdrop or a "selfie point"

The Forest Department is
® known more for causing
hardship to the public than
for forest conservation.

- Sunil Kumar, BJP MLA

for city dwellers, but an an-
cestral homeland where gen-
erations have built their lives
in harmony with nature. "We
coexist with various forms of
wildlife and insects. We have
faced many challenges due to
the Kasturirangan Report," he
remarked. Criticizing arm-
chair environmentalists sitting
comfortably in Bengaluru
who advocate for strict
Eco-Sensitive Zone restric-
tions, he challenged critics to
try building and sustaining a
home under such stifling reg-
ulatory constraints.

The legislator highlighted
profound administrative hur-
dles, noting that regional bu-
reaucratic structures create

{ £

absurd bottlenecks for ordi-
nary citizens. For instance,
residents seeking permission
to construct a basic kitchen or
add an extra room to an exist-
ing dwelling must travel all
the way to Mysuru to meet
the Regional Commissioner,
only to face rejections based
on baseless assumptions that
domestic spaces might be
repurposed for commercial
activities.

Furthermore, local popu-
lations are routinely denied
permission to lay drinking
water pipelines or construct
essential rural roads, effec-
tively weaponizing conser-
vation laws against human
survival. While water re-
sources originate directly
within their hill regions, lo-
cals face severe supply re-
strictions while water gets
diverted to distant urban
centers.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE ADDRESS

Livelihood vs. Conservation —
Kumar asserted that the Western Ghats
are a living home for locals who coexist
with wildlife, criticizing urban-centric
policies that ignore rural realities.

————

Bureaucratic Hurdles
Residents face extreme administrative
roadblocks, such as traveling to Mysuru just
to seek permissions for building a basic
kitchen or laying drinking water pipelines.

Historical Context

He noted that bureaucratic overreach

historically fueled Naxalism in the dis-
trict, though locals ultimately chose
community resilience over insurgency.

Rejection of eco

sensitive classifications

The MLA argued that displacing hu-
man culture under the guise of envi-
ronmentalism is counterproductive,
pointing out that local communities
have traditionally pioneered conser-
vation efforts. Kumar criticized poli-
cies that divert water originating in
the Ghats away from local residents
while denying permissions for basic
civic infrastructure and road con-
struction. He warned that formally
rejecting the Kasturirangan Report
without detailing specific objections
would amount to playing with peo-
ple's lives, urging a structured,
ground-up approach.

‘Police cannot investigate wildlife cases directly’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has delivered a significant rul-
ing on procedural jurispru-
dence under environmental
and wildlife legislation, em-
phasizing that local police
lack the statutory competence
to directly investigate and file
a charge sheet for wildlife of-
fenses without adhering to the
explicit mandates of the law.

Presiding over a criminal
petition filed by Ramesh N.
and three other co-accused,
Justice H.P. Sandesh evaluat-
ed the legality of criminal
proceedings and a police-filed
charge sheet originating from
an August 2019 incident in
Srirangapatna taluk, Mandya

Highlights of the judicial ruling include

Section 55 Compliance: A bench
presided over by Justice H.P. Sandesh
noted that under Section 55 of the
Act, courts can take cognizance of of-
fenses only when a complaint is filed
by designated authorities such as the
Director of Wildlife Preservation or
the Chief Wildlife Warden.

Quashing Proceedings: The High
Court formally quashed the police
charge sheet and ensuing criminal
proceedings initiated by the Magis-
trate’s Court against four petitioners,
including Ramesh N.

district. Local police had con-
ducted a raid following a tip-
off regarding the alleged
hunting of a wild boar using a
firearm within the jurisdiction

Liberty to Re-initiate: The ruling clarifies
that competent state government officials
retain the legal liberty to file a fresh com-
plaint following proper statutory procedures.

of the Arakere Police Station,
subsequently seizing wildlife
meat, a sporting rifle, an air
gun, and a transport vehicle.
The authorities proceeded to

file a charge sheet invoking
provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, the
Arms Act, and the Motor Ve-
hicles Act.

Upon reviewing the statuto-
ry framework, the High Court
underlined the strict applica-
bility of Section 55 of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972.

The provision dictates that
a court cannot take cogni-
zance of any offense under
the Act unless a formal com-
plaint is instituted by desig-
nated statutory authorities—
such as the Director of Wild-
life Preservation, the Chief
Wildlife Warden, or an offi-
cer authorized by the State
Government.

K’taka HC pauses
'Vande Mataram’
stanza petition

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has officially adjourned the
hearing of a high-profile Pub-
lic Interest Litigation chal-
lenging the state government's
recent directive regarding the
rendition of 'Vande Mataram'
at public functions.

A judicial bench consisting
of Justice Anu Sivaraman and
Justice T.P. Vivekananda de-
cided to halt proceedings for
a period of three weeks. The
court noted that parallel legal
challenges addressing the ex-
act same constitutional ques-
tions are currently active be-
fore the Supreme Court of
India, making it prudent to
await a definitive ruling from
the apex court before pro-
ceeding further.

The litigation centers
around a contentious state
government order issued on
September 8, 2026. Formulat-
ed following informal discus-
sions during a cabinet meet-
ing on September 3—without
a formal cabinet note or vet-
ting by the Law Depart-
ment—the directive mandated
that only the first two stanzas
of 'Vande Mataram' be sung
during official state events,
excluding gatherings attended
by high constitutional digni-
taries such as the President,
Vice President, Prime Minis-
ter, and Governor.

Appearing for the petition-
er, advocate Girish Bharadwaj
argued that matters concern-
ing national anthems and na-
tional symbols fall exclusive-
ly under the Union List via
Article 248 of the Constitu-
tion, granting Parliament sole
legislative competence. The
petitioner contended that the
state government lacks exec-
utive or legislative authority
to alter or truncate the official
version prescribed by central
authorities.

The submission emphasized
that individuals unwilling to
participate could simply re-
main silent, as non-participa-
tion does not constitute an
offense under existing laws,
and requested the complete
quashing of the state's trun-
cated format order.

Defending the state admin-
istration, Advocate General
Shashikiran Shetty countered

g
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The Karnataka High
Court adjourned a PIL
challenging the state’s

truncated ‘Vande
Mataram’ directive for
three weeks, awaiting a
ruling from the Supreme
Court.
v

that while Article 51A out-
lines fundamental duties re-
garding national symbols,
explicit statutory provisions
governing the anthem remain
broad. He argued that Union
Ministry of Home Affairs cir-
culars utilize permissive lan-
guage indicating the song
may be sung on special occa-
sions, without rigidly mandat-
ing a specific stanza count for
every circumstance. Further-
more, the state argued that the
petition was rushed to court
hastily on September 15 fol-
lowing a representation filed
on a public holiday, giving the
government no reasonable
window to review the griev-
ance.

Representing the Central
Government, Additional So-
licitor General Arvind Ka-
math introduced crucial statu-
tory context to the bench.

He cited Section 3 of the
Prevention of Insults to Na-
tional Honour (Amendment)
Act, pointing out that inten-
tional disruptions or preven-
tion of the anthem's rendition
carry penalties of up to three
years imprisonment and fines.
Kamath stressed that under
Articles 256 and 257(1) of the
Constitution, state administra-
tions are constitutionally
bound to comply with central
directives. He clarified that
Union home ministry guide-
lines mandate the full
six-stanza version during des-
ignated official occasions,
leaving no legal room for
states to unilaterally truncate
the composition.

HEAVY RAINS BATTER
BENGALURU, DISRUPT TRAFFIC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Severe downpours battered
Bengaluru, triggering wide-
spread traffic congestion, se-
vere waterlogging, and prop-
erty damage across multiple
neighborhoods as monsoon
conditions intensified across
Karnataka.

The heavy precipitation be-
gan following an overcast
Monday, catching evening
commuters off guard as they
attempted to navigate home
through flooded streets. In the
Manjunathanagar locality
near Modi Hospital, a mas-
sive tree was uprooted by the
fierce winds and driving rain,

crashing down directly onto
commercial stalls set up for
Ganeshotsava festive sales.
The impact completely
crushed several shops selling
ceramic goods, steel utensils,
and bangles, though authori-
ties confirmed that no casual-
ties occurred. The fallen tim-
ber also blocked local roads,
bringing traffic to a temporary
standstill.

Other parts of the metropo-
lis experienced severe infra-
structure stress. The BGS Fly-
over at KR Market suffered
from heavy waterlogging,
prompting traffic police to
manually clear blocked debris
to drain the pooling water.

NIA Court sentences IS conspirator to 6 years

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The National Investigation
Agency Special Court in Ben-
galuru has handed down a
sentence of six years of rigor-
ous imprisonment to Huzair
Farhan Baig, a key operative
linked to the Islamic State ter-
ror conspiracy network oper-
ating across Shivamogga and
Bengaluru. The court also

imposed a financial penalty of

58000 rupees following his
conviction for deep involve-
ment in radicalization, safe-
house logistics, and financial
laundering for extremist cells.

The high-profile count-
er-terrorism investigation
originated on September 19,

~

Siddaramaiah warns DCP
over protocol breach

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A high-voltage confrontation
erupted outside the historic
Vidhana Soudha when veter-
an political leader and former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
lashed out publicly at Deputy
Commissioner of Police Yo-
gesh over a security parking
directive that left the senior
legislator stranded near the
West Gate.

The unexpected altercation
unfolded as the legislative as-
sembly session adjourned for
the day. Having wrapped up his
official legislative duties inside
the House, Siddaramaiah de-
scended the grand stone steps
of the Kengal Hanumanthaiah
Gate intending to board his of-
ficial vehicle for the short drive
to his official residence, "Ka-
veri." To his profound irrita-

tion, the vehicle was complete-
ly absent from the designated
pick-up zone. Upon making
immediate inquiries with ac-
companying security person-
nel, the former Chief Minister
learned that DCP Yogesh, who
heads security operations for
the state secretariat, had per-
sonally ordered the vehicle to
be towed or driven away to a
distant parking lot to clear the
driveway.

Left waiting on the open
steps in full view of bewil-
dered onlookers, media per-
sonnel, and legislative staff,
Siddaramaiah's frustration
boiled over. He summoned
the senior police officer to the
spot and launched into a se-
vere public reprimand, cutting
through protocol to question
the administrative decision
directly.

2022, when the Karnataka Po-
lice initially registered a crim-
inal case concerning covert
terror cells operating out of
Thirthahalli taluk in the Shiv-
amogga district. Recognizing
the gravity of international
terror linkages and the threat
of coordinated urban attacks,
federal authorities transferred
the case to the National Inves-
tigation Agency to dismantle
the clandestine network.
Comprehensive forensic
analyses and custodial inter-
rogations uncovered that the
local terror module func-
tioned under the direct com-
mand of an elusive online
handler who operated under
the pseudonym "Colonel."

JIGANI LAND ALLOTMENT

Federal investigators ulti-
mately unmasked this digital
recruiter as Mohammed Sha-
hid Faisal, a notorious fugi-
tive wanted by law enforce-
ment agencies for extensive
anti-national and radicaliza-
tion activities. Faisal system-
atically identified, indoctri-
nated, and recruited vulnera-
ble local youths into extremist
ideologies to expand terror
footprints within domestic
territories.

Judicial proceedings and
investigative findings estab-
lished that Huzair Farhan
Baig was successfully radical-
ized and co-opted into the ter-
rorist network by fellow
co-accused operatives Maaz

Muneer Ahmed and Syed Ya-
sin. Acting on direct instruc-
tions from Maaz Muneer, Hu-
zair executed critical logisti-
cal operations by establishing
and maintaining a secure safe-
house in Bengaluru designed
to harbor operatives and facil-
itate clandestine activities.

To finance these operations
covertly, the module relied on
sophisticated digital financial
channels. Funds dispatched
by the online handler were
funneled through cryptocur-
rency networks to Maaz
Muneer. Huzair then system-
atically laundered these digi-
tal assets by transferring cryp-
tocurrency funds into friendly
bank accounts.

CAG report: 331 cr KIADB concession to Toyota exposed

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An audit report released by
the Comptroller and Auditor
General has revealed that the
Karnataka Industrial Areas
Development Board granted
an unauthorized financial
benefit totaling ¥31.90 crore
to automobile manufacturer
Toyota Industries Engine In-
dia during a major land allot-
ment project in Jigani.

The performance audit doc-
ument, formally tabled before
the state Legislative Assembly,
scrutinizes irregularities in
public land management and
industrial facilitation. Accord-
ing to state auditors, the finan-
cial discrepancy stems from
two distinct administrative
exemptions granted during
land allocation proceedings in
the Jigani and Bukkasagara
village industrial zones. Spe-

cifically, the regulatory watch-
dog found that the industrial
development board waived
%27.07 crore that was original-
ly due as mandatory compen-
sation and service charges for
land designated for internal
road infrastructure. Further-
more, the audit uncovered an
additional financial concession
of ¥4.83 crore resulting from a
unilateral decision to slash ap-
plicable service charges from
12% down to 6%.

The chronological roots of

the transaction trace back to
2019, when Toyota Industries
Engine India formally ap-
proached the state agency seek-
ing the acquisition and allot-
ment of an 11.3-acre parcel
situated directly adjacent to its
existing manufacturing facility.
The industrial firm deposited
%22.92 crore with the develop-
ment board to cover land ac-

quisition costs. By March
2020, authorities formally exe-
cuted a lease-cum-sale agree-
ment granting control of the
property for a 15-year tenure
under a designated ‘Single Unit
Complex’ framework.
However, operational shifts
altered the trajectory of the
industrial expansion. Rather
than proceeding with the con-
struction of a new production
facility on the newly acquired
acreage, corporate leadership
elected to consolidate the in-
tended project within their
current manufacturing prem-
ises. Consequently, in 2021,
the state government ap-
proved a modified utilization
plan allowing the company to
dedicate the newly acquired
land toward mandatory green
belt requirements and pro-
spective future expansions.
The core audit objection
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Comptroller and Auditor General

centers on the lack of explicit
legal authorization for the
subsequent financial waivers.
Investigators confirmed that
while the state government
sanctioned the updated land
usage for environmental
green zones, the official gov-
ernment order contained no
provisions endorsing the
waiver of road compensation
fees or the steep reduction in
service levies. The revelation
has sparked intense scrutiny
from opposition legislators
regarding administrative over-
sight and financial account-
ability within state-run indus-
trial boards.

Highlights from the
audit observations

Waived Compensation and
Charges: According to the report for
the year ending March 2024, KIADB
failed to levy or collect 324.17 crore as
compensation for 9,761 square metres
of land utilized for a road, alongside
%2.90 crore in uncollected service charg-
es on the land, totaling ¥27.07 crore.

Reduction of Service Charges:
The board further reduced service
charges from 12% to 6% upon the com-
pany's request—violating an existing
government order—which granted an
additional undue benefit of 4.83 crore.

Land Allotment Background: In
2020,11.3 acres were allotted to the
firm on a 15-year lease-cum-sale basis
as a 'Single Unit Complex'. Although the
state later permitted the company in
2021to utilize the land for green zones
and future expansion rather than con-
structing a new facility, the audit noted
that the government order never ap-
proved any waiver of road compensa-
tion or service charge reductions.
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Residents across Bengaluru face
mounting civic woes, from hazardous
construction debris narrowing roads

near Hutchins Road and a choked,
vector-breeding drain on Seshadripuram
1st Main Road, to a chronic garbage
hotspot plaguing commuters near
Kumara Park’s Chetty’s Corner. )
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Construction materials, stones, and heavy debris have spilled over onto
the roadside near Hutchins Road, narrowing the path, generating severe
dust nuisance, and risking vehicle/pedestrian safety. Requesting authori-

ties to clear the debris and enforce site cleanup

A half-open drain choked with construction debris on Ist Cross Road, Ses-
hadripuram 1st Main Road, has become a severe public health hazard. Sit-
vated right next to the Sri Rangam Srimadh Aandavana Ashram, the
clogged drain serves as a dangerous breeding ground for disease-bearing
vectors. Local residents warn that the unattended filth poses an imminent
threat to the heavy footfall of devotees and families visiting the area daily,
demanding urgent intervention from civic authorities.

Residents near Kumara Park’s Chetty’s Corner are alarmed by a chronic gar-
bage hotspot. Although morning cleanups clear the area, daily afternoon
dumping by commuters creates a severe public health hazard near local
schools, playgrounds, and eateries. Locals are urging authorities for round-
the-clock monitoring to stop the unlawful littering.

Pedestrians near Kadugondanahalli Police Station are struggling to cross
the stretch safely due to the lack of proper footpaths. The area urgently

Authorities crack downon
setback violations in Domlur

Chief Commissioner Maheshwar Rao ordered demolitions and notices against
illegal constructions during a stnct mumupal inspection tour.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Intensifying municipal en-
forcement across the technol-
ogy capital, Chief Commis-
sioner Maheshwar Rao has
ordered immediate legal no-
tices and targeted demolition
operations against a multi-sto-
ry building currently under
construction near Domlur for
brazenly violating mandatory
setback regulations.

Conducting a high-level
field inspection across various
infrastructure and civic sites
within the central administra-
tive zone, the Chief Commis-
sioner uncovered widespread
zoning violations. Reviewing
a commercial construction
project that replaced an older
structure, Rao noted with
strict disapproval that the
builders had completely ig-
nored urban planning norms
by failing to leave mandatory
setback clearances on all four
sides of the property. He im-
mediately directed local mu-
nicipal enforcement teams to
slap formal stop-work notices
on the owners and initiate
swift clearance actions to dis-
mantle the illegal portions.

During the same inspection
tour, municipal authorities
cracked down on a neighbor-
ing commercial complex that
had similarly bypassed set-
back mandates, ordering elec-
tricity supply to the commer-
cial property to be severed
immediately.

Shifting his focus to pedes-
trian infrastructure and urban
mobility, Rao inspected the
wide walkways along Domlur

Highlights from
theinspection

- Setback Violations & Demolition:
Officials were ordered to issue imme-
diate notices and initiate clearance
operations for a newly constructed
building near Domlur that completely
bypassed mandatory setback require-
ments on all four sides.

- Power Disconnection: Taking a stern
stance against commercial non-com-
pliance, the Chief Commissioner or-
dered the immediate disconnection of
electricity supply to a commercial
building erected without setbacksin
the same zone.

- Pedestrian & Footpath Upgrades:
Directives were issued to clear ob-
structing walls along Domlur Main
Road, restore footpaths, and evaluate
feasibility for dedicated vending and
parking zones.

Main Road. Pointing out po-
tential urban utility options,
he instructed engineering de-
partments to evaluate the
commercial and logistical fea-
sibility of converting sections
of the wide sidewalk into or-
ganized hawking zones or
designated public parking
bays to reduce street conges-
tion. He also ordered the im-
mediate demolition of bound-
ary walls and structural exten-
sions that illegally encroach
upon and obstruct public foot-
paths, ensuring unhindered
pedestrian movement.

The civic chief's itinerary
included reviewing major
transportation bottlenecks. He
reviewed progress on the
long-delayed Wind Tunnel
underpass project near In-
diranagar, noting that eighty

percent of the structural engi-
neering work is complete.
With the critical 'box pushing'
phase remaining, Rao issued
strict instructions to project
contractors and engineers to
accelerate execution time-
lines, setting a firm deadline
to complete and open the un-
derpass by the end of Novem-
ber.

Furthermore, Rao ad-
dressed rampant road degra-
dation caused by delayed util-
ity restorations. Expressing
deep dissatisfaction over un-
finished civil works, he repri-
manded officials regarding a
local road where municipal
water boards had completed
underground sanitary pipeline
installations months ago with-
out restoring the asphalt sur-
face. He ordered immediate

needs the authorities’ attention to ensure pedestrian safety.

GBA unveils e-Aasthi 2.0 to
streamline B’luru property records

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major leap forward for
municipal administration and
digital governance, Greater
Bengaluru Development Min-
ister Krishna Byre Gowda of-
ficially launched 'e-Aasthi
2.0", an advanced, in-house
developed property-record and
e-Khata management platform
designed to overhaul property
administration across the
sprawling metropolitan region.

The comprehensive over-
haul builds upon the founda-
tional success of the first-gen-
eration e-Aasthi framework,
which was originally de-
ployed across the erstwhile
municipal corporation in Oc-
tober 2024 and subsequently
earned national acclaim, in-
cluding the prestigious Na-
tional e-Governance Gold
Award 2025. While the initial
iteration successfully scanned,
digitised, and published ap-
proximately twenty-five mil-
lion records online, adminis-
trators recognized that clunky
document-upload interfaces
and complex bureaucratic bot-
tlenecks continued to frustrate
everyday users. Addressing
these pain points, e-Aasthi 2.0
introduces a modernized, scal-
able, and highly intuitive dig-
ital architecture aimed at elim-
inating intermediaries, curb-
ing administrative delays, and
making citizen-government
transactions entirely seamless.
Speaking at the launch event,
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¥,
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda
emphasized that technological
intervention must prioritize
public convenience over mere
administrative computeriza-
tion. "The purpose of technol-
ogy is to make citizens' lives
easier," the Minister stated,
noting that the ultimate objec-
tive is to strip away friction
from public services. "The
objective is not technology for
the sake of technology. The
objective is to use technology
to make the citizen's interac-
tion with government simpler,
faster, and more transparent."
Statistical overviews shared
during the launch highlighted
the monumental scope of the
initiative. Bengaluru currently
encompasses upwards of 35
million individual properties.
Of this vast inventory, ap-
proximately 23 to 24 million
property records have already
been successfully digitised,
resulting in the issuance of
draft e-Khatas. To date,
roughly 11 million property
owners have completed final
verification workflows to se-
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cure their official Final
e-Khatas. Authorities have
urged remaining property
holders to submit necessary
documentation to regularize
their assets under the updated
digital framework.

A cornerstone of e-Aasthi
2.0 is its advanced cross-de-
partmental integration.

Rather than forcing citizens
to act as manual couriers car-
rying physical documents be-
tween disparate municipal
and utility offices, the upgrad-
ed platform establishes auto-
mated data-sharing protocols
with critical state infrastruc-
ture bodies, including the Ka-
veri land registration portal,
the Bangalore Electricity Sup-
ply Company (BESCOM),
and the Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB).

This interoperability en-
sures that ownership transfers,
encumbrances, utility status,
and property tax metrics au-
to-update across linked plat-
forms without redundant ad-
ministrative red tape.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Roads Congress, the Ministry

calculation of one point five

~

blacktopping and resurfacing
of the deteriorated route, spe-
cifically highlighting the poor
condition of the access road
leading to the local Saibaba
Temple. Engineers were also
directed to overhaul stormwa-
ter drainage alignments to
prevent seasonal waterlog-
ging.

Concluding his inspection
circuit at the Kodihalli Prima-
ry Health Centre, Rao issued
directives to upgrade internal
medical infrastructure. He or-
dered the establishment of a
dedicated, isolated room for
safe biomedical waste man-
agement and mandated the
installation of high-definition
closed-circuit television cam-
eras across the healthcare fa-
cility to bolster security for
patients and staff.

Senior civic officials, in-
cluding City Corporation
Commissioner G. Jagadeesh,
Additional Commissioner
Venkatachalapathi, Chief En-
gineer Hemalatha, and con-
cerned executive engineers,
accompanied the Chief Com-
missioner during the rigorous
ground review.

BSWML re-tenders
7 garbage collection
packages

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The long-delayed overhaul of
Bengaluru’s door-to-door
waste collection framework
has encountered a fresh set-
back, as Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Ltd
(BSWML) was forced to offi-
cially re-tender seven core
garbage collection packages
across major urban constitu-
encies.

The latest administrative
hurdle highlights deep-seated
resistance from incumbent
waste contractors against
sweeping reforms.

BSWML's modernized con-
tract framework mandates
stringent compliance mea-
sures, including the mandato-
ry induction of a completely
new fleet of garbage-carrying
vehicles, live GPS-based
tracking systems to monitor
collection routes, and rigorous
penalty clauses for operation-
al lapses.

The renewed tendering pro-
cess impacts key municipal
zones, including BTM Layout
(valued at Rs 17.70 crore an-
nually), Malleswaram (Rs
17.97 crore), Gandhinagar
(Rs 15.97 crore), Vijayanagar
(Rs 25.97 crore), Pad-
manabhanagar (Rs 22.95
crore), Pulakeshinagar (Rs
16.71 crore), and Bommana-
halli (Rs 25.97 crore).

Although BSWML had pre-
viously cleared competitive
bidding processes and secured
formal state cabinet approval
for these constituencies, the
lowest financial bidders ulti-
mately declined to accept
their Letters of Acceptance.

Officials reported that the
reluctant contractors cited the
expiration of bid validity as
grounds for withdrawal,
though industry insiders point
to financial reluctance.

Hebbal tunnel felling
plan sparks outrage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Environmental concerns
and intense public push-
back have erupted across
the city following an offi-
cial notification by the
Greater Bengaluru Author-
ity inviting objections re-
garding a massive tree-fell-
ing proposal for the up-
coming Hebbal tunnel in-
frastructure project.

The controversial proj-
ect, spearheaded by the
Bangalore Development
Authority, involves the
construction of a 2.3-kilo-
meter, three-lane bi-direc-
tional underground tunnel
designed to decongest traf-
fic between Hebbal Junc-
tion and the University of
Agricultural Sciences staff
quarters.

However, project blue-
prints indicate that execut-
ing the subterranean
road—planned partly via
cut-and-cover methods
through Ballari Road, Heb-
bal Lake peripheries, and
the Karnataka Veterinary,
Animal and Fisheries Sci-
ences University campus—
will require the removal of
1,128 mature trees, trans-
lating to roughly 490 trees
axed for every single kilo-
meter of transit.

The public notification
issued by the GBA Tree
Officer triggered immedi-
ate criticism from urban

conservation groups and
local residents, who point-
ed out that the civic admin-
istration's online portals
failed to provide transpar-
ent, itemized lists detailing
the exact species, dimen-
sions, and precise locations
of the trees marked for de-
struction. Activists argue
that submitting informed
objections within the stipu-
lated statutory window re-
mains nearly impossible
without complete structural
disclosures.

Independent citizen-led
audits and bio-mapping ef-
forts conducted over recent
months using platforms
like iNaturalist have under-
scored the immense eco-
logical value of the threat-
ened zone.

Surveyors documented
close to forty native tree
species—including centu-
ry-old heritage banyans,
peepals, cluster figs, ja-
mun, and Indian gooseber-
ries—alongside numerous
ornamental varieties. Natu-
ralists emphasized that the
leafy corridor connecting
Hebbal Lake to the institu-
tional veterinary campus
serves as a vital ecological
bridge, offering roosting
habitats and canopy con-
nectivity for local wildlife,
small mammals, and hun-
dreds of bird species re-
corded in regional databas-
es like eBird.

Costly roads: CAG questions PWD over mﬂated costs
S bl

A scathing compliance audit
report by the Comptroller
and Auditor General has
pulled up the Karnataka Pub-
lic Works Department for
systemic estimation errors
and regulatory deviations
that inflated project costs by
nearly thirty-five crore ru-
pees across hundreds of road
development works executed
between 2019 and 2024.
The official audit docu-
ment, which was tabled in
the state assembly on Mon-
day, revealed that repeated
violations of technical norms
prescribed by the Indian

of Road Transport and High-
ways, and state PWD codes
severely compromised cost
efficiency and construction
quality.

The investigation found
that incorrect item selection
and flawed rate calculations
across 186 separate road proj-
ects resulted in an estimated
financial bloat of thirty-four
point nine crore rupees.

The single largest driver of
financial leakage originated
from bituminous construction
works. Investigators discov-
ered that the public works
administration utilized an in-
correct road metal density

tonnes per cubic meter in-
stead of the authorized stan-
dard of one point eight
tonnes recommended by the
Department of Mines and
Geology.

This technical discrepancy
alone inflated rates across
239 individual projects utiliz-
ing over five hundred fif-
ty-seven thousand cubic me-
ters of bituminous layers,
imposing an avoidable public
burden of twenty-four point
one crore rupees.

Additional financial irreg-
ularities were identified in
pavement quality concrete
works.

- Bituminous Deviations: PWD used an incorrect road metal density calcula-
tion, causing an additional financial burden of Rs 24.1 crore across 239 works.

- Pricing Discrepancies: Applying building work rates instead of road work rates
for pavement quality concrete and relying on costlier borrowed soil added over

Rs 7.4 crore in excess costs.

« Missed Recycling Opportunities: Failing to reuse reclaimed asphalt pavement
(RAP) in 13 works cost the state an estimated Rs 8.8 crore in potential savings.
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Customs seizes Z12.5
crores worth narcotics
atairport

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Customs officials at Kem-
pegowda International Air-

port intercepted and
seized 36 kg of ‘hydro-gan-
ja’ (hydroponically grown
cannabis) valued at ap-
proximately 012.57 crore
from passengers arriving
from Bangkok. Two indi-
viduals have been arrested
under the provisions of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances

(NDPS) Act and are cur-

rently undergoing interro-
gation by Customs author-
ities. This bust follows pre-

vious related seizures in
the ongoing crackdown
against narcotics smug-
gling routes operating out
of Bangkok.

Karnataka plans India’s
first state sponsored Al
University

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-
ment is actively consider-
ing establishing India’s
first government-spon-
sored Artificial Intelligence
university in Bengaluru to
transform the state into a
global tech hub. Higher
Education Minister Ba-
savaraj Rayareddy an-
nounced that the pro-
posed institution will pro-
vide world-class skill train-
ing and advanced Al edu-
cation. The initiative aims
to integrate artificial intel-
ligence across critical sec-
tors, including early dis-
ease detection in health-
care, scientific support in
agriculture, and stream-
lined public services.

Council stormed over
Hariprasad's remarks on PM

Karnataka Legislative Council faced chaos, heated confrontations, and an
opposition walkout after a Congress leader criticized Modi.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

High drama, heated cross-par-
ty confrontations, and a dra-
matic opposition walkout par-
alyzed proceedings in the
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil on Tuesday, sparked by an
incendiary remark directed at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi by senior Congress
leader and KPCC President
B.K. Hariprasad.

The explosive confrontation
erupted during the second day
of the ongoing legislative ses-
sion amidst a heated debate
concerning state-wide agricul-
tural policies, farm loan waiv-
ers, and rural economic dis-
tress.

The parliamentary atmo-
sphere deteriorated rapidly
when Congress member Sunil
interjected into the debate by
aggressively questioning the
opposition regarding histori-
cal electoral pledges involv-
ing direct financial deposits
into citizen bank accounts. As
cross-bench shouting matches
intensified, B.K. Hariprasad
took the floor and launched a
blistering verbal attack
against the central govern-
ment, asserting that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi bore
direct responsibility for "tak-
ing the lives of 800 farmers"
during historic agricultural
protests.

The remarks instantly ignit-
ed fury across the opposition
benches. Enraged BJP legisla-
tors leaped to their feet, con-
demning the statement as
completely undignified, mali-
cious, and a gross breach of

House order restored amid '
heightened tensions

Following appeals for
decorum from the Chair,
the session eventually
resumed, though political
friction remains exception-
ally high between the ruling
Congress and opposition
camps over policy debates
and statements made

within the legislature.

legislative decorum. Shouting
matches broke out across the
chamber, with opposition
members demanding an im-
mediate apology and the ex-
punction of the provocative
remarks. The verbal crossfire
escalated further when BJP
members lashed out, accusing
ruling party representatives of
possessing an "undisciplined
tongue."

The escalating chaos forced
Legislative Council Chairman
Saleem Ahmed to rise from
his seat in a bid to restore or-
der. Visibly exasperated by

‘ ‘ Is this a Legislative Coun-
cil or a fish market?
- Saleem Ahmed,
Legislative Council Chairman

the unmitigated pandemoni-
um, the Chairman rebuked the
assembled lawmakers, de-
manding to know whether the
hallowed upper house of the
legislature had transformed
into a public "fish market."
The remark drew an immedi-
ate, sharp retort from BJP
member Keshava Prasad, who
angrily blamed the Chair for
permitting unverified accusa-
tions and sliding standards of
discourse within the house.
Order was only restored after
sustained appeals from the
presiding officer for parlia-
mentary decorum and mutual
respect.

However, calm was short-
lived. Tensions boiled over
once again during a subse-
quent discussion addressing
severe drought conditions
across rural Karnataka. Min-
ister Santosh Lad aggressive-
ly interrupted Leader of the
Opposition Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy, challenging

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

- Controversial Statement: Haripras-
ad's remarks concerning farmers' is-
sues drew fierce condemnation from
BJP legislators, who labeled the com-
ments undignified.

- Opposition Walkout: Alleging that
ruling party ministers repeatedly in-
terrupted Leader of the Opposition
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy during
drought debates, BJP and JD(S) mem-
bers staged a walkout.

« Session Adjournment: Amid mutual
accusations and a chaotic exchange in-
volving members like C.T. Ravi & Minis-

ter Santosh Lad, the Chair temporarily
adjourned proceedings to restore order.

his assertions that Direct Ben-
efit Transfer payments to af-
fected farmers were proceed-
ing without administrative
hurdles. Senior BJP leader
C.T. Ravi rose to protest the
relentless interruptions, ques-
tioning the fundamental utili-
ty of convening special legis-
lative sessions if opposition
voices were systematically
stifled by the ruling dispensa-
tion.

Condemning what they
termed an authoritarian at-
tempt to muzzle democratic
debate and silence legitimate
criticism, members of both
the Bharatiya Janata Party and
the Janata Dal (Secular)
staged a coordinated walkout,
marching out of the chamber
in protest. Faced with an emp-
ty opposition bench and a
deeply fractured house, Chair-
man Saleem Ahmed had no
option but to temporarily ad-
journ the Legislative Council
proceedings.

EC announces
poll schedule for 4
K’taka Council seats

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The electoral landscape in
Karnataka is poised for a high-
stakes legislative battle fol-
lowing the official announce-
ment by the Election Commis-
sion of India regarding up-
coming biennial elections to
four key seats in the Karnataka
Legislative Council.

The upcoming polls form
part of a broader nationwide
notification encompassing 28
Legislative Council constitu-
encies across four major
states, namely Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Maharashtra, and Kar-
nataka. Within the southern
state, the electoral contest is
strictly localized to crucial
professional segments, cover-
ing two Graduates' constitu-
encies and two Teachers' con-
stituencies whose incumbent
members are completing their
statutory six-year terms.

The administrative vacan-
cies arise as the tenure of four
prominent sitting members is
officially set to expire on No-
vember 11, 2026. The constit-
uencies undergoing electoral
renewal include the Karnata-
ka South-East Graduates' seat,
currently represented by Chi-
dananda M. Gowda; the Kar-
nataka West Graduates' seat,
held by S.V. Sankanur; the
Karnataka North-East Teach-
ers' constituency, represented
by Shashil G. Namoshi; and
the Bengaluru Teachers' con-
stituency, held by Puttanna.
With the exception of the
Bengaluru Teachers' seat—
currently held by a ruling
Congress representative—the
remaining three positions
have been traditionally an-
chored by the Bharatiya Jana-

The Election
Commission announced
biennial polls for four
Karnataka Legislative
Council seats, setting
up a high-stakes battle
as terms expire
November 11.

v

ta Party, which has already
commenced internal strategies
to retain its stronghold.

According to the compre-
hensive timeline released by
the central election authority,
the formal electoral process
will kick off with the issuance
of the official gazette notifica-
tion on September 29. Pro-
spective candidates will be
permitted to file their nomina-
tion papers through October
6, followed by the mandatory
scrutiny of credentials by re-
turning officers on October 7.
The final window for the vol-
untary withdrawal of candida-
tures closes on October 9.

Polling for all four profes-
sional constituencies will be
conducted simultaneously on
October 23, operating across a
standard voting window from
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Following
the conclusion of polling, ballot
boxes will be secured, and the
counting of votes is scheduled
for October 27, when the final
electoral fate of the contenders
will be officially sealed.

In strict accordance with
statutory protocols, the Model
Code of Conduct has come
into immediate legal effect
across the respective districts
falling under the jurisdiction
of the four targeted Graduates'
and Teachers' constituencies.

Bengaluru police bust
illicit gun racket, 7 arrested

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major breakthrough
against organized crime, law
enforcement authorities in
Anekal have dismantled a
dangerous clandestine syndi-
cate involved in the illicit traf-
ficking and sale of coun-
try-made firearms, arresting
seven individuals and seizing
a cache of deadly weapons.
The police operation un-
masked an extensive in-
ter-state weapons pipeline
operating between Madhya
Pradesh and the technology
capital of India. The crack-
down began during a routine
patrol on August 14, when
vigilant police personnel in-
tercepted a suspicious indi-
vidual standing near the
Haldenahalli railway gate car-
rying a heavy bag. A thorough
physical search of the luggage
uncovered three crude coun-
try-made pistols alongside ten
live rounds of ammunition.
Subsequent intensive inter-
rogation of the detained sus-
pect blew the lid off a sprawl-
ing criminal network. Investi-
gators traced the origins of
the firearms to Bhedaghat in

Madhya Pradesh, where an
operative identified as
Dawood allegedly served as
the kingpin and primary sup-
plier of the illicit weaponry.
The contraband was system-
atically smuggled across state
lines via trains, utilizing cou-
riers such as Pradeep Ramesh
to transport the pistols direct-
ly into Anekal for local distri-
bution.

Expanding their sweep, the
police apprehended six addi-
tional accomplices, bringing
the total number of arrests to
seven. The suspects have been
officially identified as
Pradeep Ramesh, Manoj (also
known as Jacky), Rizwan Pa-
sha, Nanjappa, Venkataraju,
Sunavara Gopi, and Shivara;.
Further tracking of the distri-
bution network revealed that
deadly firearms had already
found their way into the
hands of hardened local crim-
inals. Investigators confirmed
that one of the smuggled pis-
tols was sold to 'Kulla' Riz-
wan, a notorious row-
dy-sheeter operating out of
K.G. Halli, while another
weapon was acquired by row-
dy-sheeter Manoj, alias Jacky.

NCST chairman to visit
Karnataka for 2- day review

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
Chairperson Antar Singh Arya
will visit Karnataka for a two-
day review of tribal welfare
and development programmes
from September 23 to 24.

Arya, accompanied by
NCST Member Jatothu Hus-
sain and senior officials, will
hold review meetings with
various departments of the
Karnataka government during
the visit.

The meetings will assess
the implementation of consti-
tutional safeguards, welfare
schemes and development
initiatives for Scheduled
Tribes in the state. The dele-
gation will review issues re-
lated to tribal rights, delivery
of welfare benefits and mea-
sures taken by different de-
partments for the socio-eco-
nomic development of tribal
communities.

The visit will also provide
an opportunity for the Com-
mission to interact with senior
state officials and assess the
progress of programmes be-
ing implemented for tribal

DROUGHT OF MINISTERS

communities across Karnata-
ka.

The NCST is a constitution-
al body mandated under Arti-
cle 338A of the Constitution
to monitor safeguards for
Scheduled Tribes and review
their implementation.

The two-day visit is expect-
ed to facilitate closer coordi-
nation between the Commis-
sion and the state government
and enable focused discus-
sions on issues affecting
Scheduled Tribe communi-
ties.

The Commission will also
assess the effectiveness of
measures taken by depart-
ments to ensure that welfare
benefits and constitutional
safeguards reach eligible trib-
al communities.

Vijayendra slams Congress over
empty promises, drought crisis

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bharatiya Janata Party State
President B.Y. Vijayendra
launched a scathing attack on
the state administration, ac-
cusing the ruling government
of making grand, unfunded
announcements while aban-
doning agricultural communi-
ties facing severe agrarian
distress.

Speaking to reporters
within the precincts of
the Vidhana Soudha, /£
Vijayendra took di-
rect aim at recent
high-profile decla-
rations made durlng
executive visits to
the coastal region. He
noted that the Chief Min-
ister had promised infrastruc-
ture and development projects
valued between 32000 and
35000 crore rupees, while
pointedly questioning the fi-
nancial viability of such
sweeping proposals.

"Where will this money
come from?" Vijayendra
asked sharply. "Are these
funds going to be sourced
through real estate compa-

nies, or does the treasury ac-
tually possess the capital to
deliver?"

The BJP chief dismissed
claims that the ongoing spe-
cial legislative session was
convened without political
motives, arguing that internal
dissent within the ruling party
has already exposed the ad-
ministration's true intentions.
He asserted that the special

assembly was called
b solely as a reactive
measure, maintain-

ing that the govern-
ment would have
remained com-
pletely inactive in
Mangaluru had the
opposition not applied
relentless political pres-
sure through aggressive pub-
lic marches. Highlighting
widespread administrative
friction, he pointed out that
veteran legislators such as
H.K. Patil, local MLAs like
those from Muddebihal, and
allied JD(S) leaders have
openly voiced dissatisfaction
with current governance.

Turning to the state's esca-

lating agrarian crisis, Vijay-

endra fiercely criticized the
selective classification of
drought-stricken regions. He
noted that only twenty-three
taluks situated within opposi-
tion-held constituencies had
been officially declared
drought-hit, labeling the ex-
clusion of other suffering
zones as blatant political dis-
crimination.

Demanding immediate ad-
ministrative action, he insist-
ed that more than one hun-
dred and ninety taluks—in-
cluding Shivamogga and
Shikaripura—must be de-
clared drought-hit without
further delay to provide ur-
gent relief to farmers grap-
pling with acute water and
electricity shortages.

Vijayendra contrasted cur-
rent agricultural management
with previous administrations,
recalling how former Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa
proactively procured power
from neighboring states
during electricity deficits. By
contrast, he claimed, the pres-
ent government has left rural
cultivators entirely in the
lurch.

Ministers’ absence sparks uproar as council debates drought

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Intense friction dominated the
opening moments of the spe-
cial legislative session in the
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil as opposition members
launched a scathing critique
of the treasury benches over
the conspicuous absence of
cabinet ministers during a
critical debate on the state’s
escalating agrarian crisis.

As the House convened to
address mounting rural dis-
tress, opposition legislators,
led by prominent voices in-
cluding C.T. Ravi, Bhoje
Gowda, and Ravikumar,
pointedly drew attention to
the empty ministerial seats
across the assembly. High-
lighting the stark discrepancy
between the gravity of the
emergency and the govern-
ment’s apparent indifference,
opposition leaders remarked
sarefully that there was an ad-
ministrative “drought of min-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION

+ Ministerial "Drought™: Opposition legislators, including C.T. Ravi, Bhoje Gowda,
and Ravikumar, fiercely criticized the government, pointing out that while 15 minis-
ters should have been present, only three were in attendance, prompting the Chair-

man to summon them.

+ Scope of Discussion: The Chair and senior leaders—including Deputy Chief Minis-
ter G. Parameshwara and Ministers Yathindra Siddaramaiah and Santosh Lad—
strictly restricted the debate to two core agendas: the drought situation and views
on the Kasturirangan Report, rejecting opposition requests to bring up secondary

matters like the 'third language' debate.

- Unprecedented Crisis Scale: DCM Parameshwara warned that Karnataka is fac-
ing historic agricultural stress, recording a 36% rainfall deficit due to a 'Super El
Nifio' effect, comparing current conditions to the catastrophic drought of 1876.

isters” inside the chamber,
noting that only three out of
the expected fifteen cabinet
members bothered to be pres-
ent for the opening delibera-
tions.

The protest forced the Chair
into a defensive posture,
prompting the Chairman to
formally assure the House
that absent ministers would be
summoned back immediately
to face accountability. How-
ever, tensions escalated fur-
ther as individual members
attempted to pivot the floor
proceedings toward auxiliary
political controversies, such
as regional language debates.
The Chair firmly deflected
these attempts, ruling that the
special three-day assembly
format was strictly mandated
for two core state emergen-
cies: formulating a definitive
legislative consensus on the
controversial Kasturirangan
Report and addressing the un-
precedented drought.

Taking the floor to table the
formal motion on the agricul-
tural crisis, Deputy Chief
Minister and Revenue Minis-
ter G. Parameshwara deliv-
ered a sobering assessment of
Karnataka’s environmental
reality, characterizing the on-
going crisis as an exceptional
catastrophe. Parameshwara
informed the legislature that
the state is currently enduring
an intense weather anomaly
driven by a devastating “Su-
per El Nino” global climate
phenomenon, which has crit-
ically disrupted regional mon-
soon patterns.

Detailing the statistical
scale of the breakdown, the
Deputy Chief Minister re-
vealed that Karnataka typical-
ly records an aggregate annu-
al rainfall benchmark of 852
millimeters, but has registered
a mere 642 millimeters thus
far, translating to an alarming
cumulative state-wide deficit
exceeding percent since June.

-

High Court denies relief to retired
engineer in 2011 bogus bill scam

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major legal setback for a
retired municipal engineer,
the Karnataka High Court has
dismissed revision petitions
filed by 72 year-old B.G.
Prakash Kumar, upholding a
trial court order refusing to
discharge him from three
long-standing corruption cas-
es.

The legal proceedings stem
from a sweeping multi-crore
bogus bill scam dating back
to 2011, originally registered
by the Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Task Force.

Prakash Kumar, who served
as an executive engineer in
the erstwhile Bruhat Bengal-
uru Mahanagara Palike's
Malleswaram division and
retired from active service in
2017, is named as the primary
accused in the ongoing an-
ti-corruption prosecutions in-
volving the processing of
fraudulent infrastructure bills.

Earlier, the trial court had
partially ruled in February,
discharging the retired official
from charges brought under
the Indian Penal Code while
declining to drop offenses
framed under the Prevention
of Corruption Act. Challeng-
ing that partial rejection, Ku-
mar approached the High
Court, arguing that an amend-
ment to Section 19(1) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
mandates prior government
sanction for prosecuting pub-
lic servants.

He contended that because
no valid prosecution sanction
had been secured from the
competent authority, the en-
tire criminal proceeding
against him was legally un-
sustainable and warranted im-
mediate dismissal.

Presiding over the matter,
Justice H.P. Sandesh rejected
the petitioner's arguments af-
ter examining statutory appli-
cability.
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SIRfirst-notice hearingsto  BGML families protest
Bsasapetons eviction drive for ROB
«woms  CONClUdE by September-end:DC  project in KGF

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

Activists from the Dalit CH NEWS, KOLAR

Lakshmi Priya announced serving 64,749 mapping-error notices, with remaining

HIGHLIGHTS

Sangharsha Samiti . . .
(DaSaMSa) submitted a hearings and 85 duplicate/deceased cases slated for monthly resolution High tension prevailed near o o
formal representation on Level Crossing No. 7 in Kolar fwen y dd _artr'u 1€s
Tuesday to Chamundesh- CH NEWS,KARWAR maining 24,945 pending hear- Gold Fields (KGF) on Tues- ace sudden eviction

wari Electricity Supply Cor-
poration (CHESCOM) Ex-
ecutive Engineer Kaleem
Ahmed, urging prompt
power connections for des-
titute families in Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Nagar under
Govindanahalli Gram
Panchayat.Receiving the
memorandum, Ahmed as-
sured the delegation that
following directions issued
by ministers and local legis-
lators during a recent public
grievance meet, immediate
administrative steps would
be initiated. He stated he
would coordinate directly
with Hunsur Tahsildar Man-
junath to secure clearances
and provide domestic elec-
tricity connections to seven
impoverished households.
DaSaMSa State Organizing
Convener Ningaraj Malladi
and community activists
were present during the
submission.

Free sheep rearing
training in Hoskote
from October

CHNEWS, KARWAR
The Canara Bank Rural
Self-Employment Training
Institute (RSETI) will host
a 13-day free residential
sheep rearing training
camp starting the second
week of October at Sonna-

District Election Officer and
Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmi Priya announced on
Tuesday that hearings regard-
ing ‘first notices’ issued for
unmapped voter entries and
logical discrepancies under
the Special Summary Revi-
sion (SIR) 2026 will be com-
pleted by the end of Septem-
ber.

Presiding over a consulta-
tive meeting with representa-
tives of political parties at the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice, Lakshmi Priya noted that
out of 65,248 flagged cases
involving mapping errors,
64,749 notices have already
been served. Field inquiries
have been finalized for
39,804 cases, while the re-

ings are scheduled for resolu-
tion within this month. Addi-
tionally, authorities identified
85 cases concerning duplicate
entries or deceased individu-
als.

In accordance with Election
Commission guidelines, Sep-
tember 23 marks the final
deadline to submit claims and
objections, with the final elec-
toral roll scheduled for publi-
cation on October 27. During
the special voter registration
drive conducted on Septem-
ber 19 and 20, the district re-
ceived 2,613 applications for
fresh voter enrollment, 89
objections, and 1,395 correc-
tion requests.

Regarding the Karnataka
West Graduates’” Constituen-
cy, 23 polling stations have

been designated across the
district for 15,732 registered
graduate voters. Unenrolled
eligible graduates can submit
Form 18 at Tahsildar or Assis-
tant Electoral Registration
Officer offices.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sajid Mulla, Elec-
tion Tahsildar Pramod Naik,
District BJP Vice President
Sanjay Salunkhe, JDS Presi-
dent Suraj Naik Soni, and
Congress leaders Babu

Across the assembly
segments, inquiries
completed so farinclude:

* Haliyal: 8,907 out of
14,012 notices

Karwar: 5,881 out of
10,446 notices

Kumta: 4,984 out of
8,344 notices

Bhatkal: 6,889 out of
13,660 notices

Sirsi: 5,428 out of 8,821
notices

Yellapur: 7,715 out of

9,965 notices

Sheikh and Aravind Kalgut-
kar attended.

Govt notifies Gadag, Mundargi, and Rona as drought-Hit after stir

MALINGARAYA PUJAR
CH NEWS

Following widespread farm-
er protests and political
pressure, the state govern-
ment has declared Gadag,
Mundargi and Rona taluks
drought-affected in its third
supplementary notification.

The decision follows se-
vere rainfall shortages
caused by the southwest

monsoon failure and pre-
vailing Super El Nifio con-
ditions. Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Manage-
ment Centre data showed
Gadag taluk recorded a 49%
rainfall deficit, while stand-
ing crop losses across the
district were estimated at
86%. Drying water bodies,
including Shettikere in
Lakshmeshwar taluk, wors-
ened distress among farmers

and livestock owners.
Farmers had staged road
blockades on the Gadag—
Lakshmeshwar state high-
way at Mulgund after Gadag
district was excluded from
the earlier drought notifica-
tion. Senior MLA H.K. Patil
later joined protesting farm-
ers and warned that he
would resign his Assembly
seat by October 10 if Gadag
taluk was not included. He

also sought drought status
for 27 excluded taluks in
North Karnataka.

Farmer leader Ashwini
Bidnal welcomed the deci-
sion.

Farmers are now awaiting
input subsidies, crop insur-
ance settlements, tanker wa-
ter supplies and additional
MGNREGS person-days to
address the continuing rural
crisis.

day as the taluk administra-
tion initiated an eviction drive
targeting approximately 20
homes belonging to former
Bharat Gold Mines Limited
(BGML) workers to make
way for the Urigaum Railway
Overbridge (ROB) project.
The operation, executed un-
der heavy police security, trig-
gered widespread distress and
protests from affected fami-
lies who have resided in the
area for decades. Weeping
residents pleaded with reve-
nue officials, stating that au-
thorities launched demolitions
without examining tenure
documents or granting rea-
sonable time to seek legal
remedies after serving notices
barely a week prior. While ac-
knowledging the need for
public infrastructure, the fam-
ilies questioned the justifica-
tion of rendering retired gold
mine workers homeless with-
out prior rehabilitation.
Kolar Member of Parlia-
ment Mallesh Babu defended
the clearance, stating that re-
moving the 20 structures was
critical for advancing the rail-
way overbridge project. He
noted that among the affected
homes, only four were autho-
rized BGML staff quarters,
and their occupants would be
rehabilitated by the City Mu-
nicipal Council, while the re-

demolitions.

Urigaum ROB project
critical infrastructure
clearance drives action.

Only four structures rec-
ognized as authorized
BGML quarters.

 Sixteen homes classified
as project land unautho-
rized encroachments.

High Court PIL threat-
ened by Save KGF
president.

» One-week notice period
criticized as insufficient
legal grace.

maining 16 structures were
unauthorized encroachments
on project land.

Countering the administra-
tion's stance, senior advocate
and 'Save KGF' President
Jyotibasu termed the abrupt
evictions inhumane. He criti-
cized officials for labeling
mine workers' descendants as
encroachers and giving them
no grace period. Jyotibasu
warned that if the authorities
do not immediately halt the
demolitions and provide suit-
able alternative housing to all
20 families, a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) will be filed
before the High Court of Kar-
nataka.
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Latha Mohan visits tribal

hallipura in Hoskote taluk MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER

Bengaluru Rural district.
The curriculum covers sci-
entific rearing techniques

for sheep, cattle, goats,

pigs, and poultry, alongside
modules on horticulture
and organic manure pro-
duction.
Unemployed men and
women aged 18 to 49 from
across Karnataka seeking
self-employment are eligi-
ble, with preference given
to rural Below Poverty Line
(BPL) candidates. Instruc-
tion, lodging, and meals
are provided free of charge,
and successful partici-
pants will receive a Minis-
try of Rural Development
certificate.

Latha Mohan visited several tribal
settlements in Kalaburagi district
and interacted with residents to
understand the problems they face
in their daily lives. The visit fo-
cused on basic facilities and the
need to address long-pending is-
sues affecting people living in the
settlements.

Residents brought several con-
cerns to her notice, including the
lack of proper houses, roads,
drinking water, education and
healthcare facilities. They urged

the authorities to take immediate
steps to improve basic infrastruc-

settlements in Kalaburagi

CH NEWS, Kalaburagi ture and ensure that essential ser-
vices reach the settlements.

During the interaction, residents
explained the difficulties caused
by inadequate housing facilities
and poor road connectivity. They
also highlighted the need for reli-
able drinking water supply, better
educational opportunities for chil-
dren and improved access to
healthcare services.

The residents sought measures
to provide suitable houses to eligi-
ble families and improve road in-
frastructure in the settlements.
They also requested steps to en-

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &
Ground Water Development
Division,Hassan

IFT No.13/2026.27, Dated: 17.09.2026

Tenders are invited from eligible Agencies in one
and two cover systems through KPPP portal of GOK
(website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Hassan
and Chikkamagaluru Districts works as per KW-1, 4
maximum tender amount is Rs.161.26 lakhs & mini-
mum tender amount is Rs.12.94 lakhs. The last date
of receipt of tender is 03-10-2026 upto 5.00 PM hours.
Further detail can be had from KPP-portal and the

above office during office working hours.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, M| &

GWD Division, Hassan.
O TR 0Y /A /TORT /532 BT R022/2026-27

EmaiI:-itstaff.uIb.hmhéIii@gmaiI.com Web:- www.hunasamaranahallitown.mrc.gov.in

3.30:30.3/30. 79 /25T /03/2026-27
Homo TEwm
TEABPOITY, WORLD WLoNY 2026-273¢ WOT PIRLR
A cdnenSonn  FWMONIR, FRedw dEwpednemodnen
QURBeD BROTRCWZ WBE T HERTITOOT & FYsoR
FORMONTD, JIF Lxed KPPE Portal 3 ¢3080°1, STAIRRNG.

OT00%:— 10.09.2026

30 PO B :Z'f:)z’ ﬁjg)g Sne

1'| DMA/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT62141 30.00 TR,
2 | DMAJ2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT61506 30.00 TP,
3 | DMAJ2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT62138 30.00 TR,

(1) TR wuir IYIL 3RFTCH OZ0F:— 25.09.2026 0%
5.00 Ro#RcHIR. (2) LonTR, oW OTOZ- 28.09.2026
Ao 2397 11.00 Roes B0TT. (3) B swweedowd, KPPE Portal 59
TEODWTTNT.  (4) BHTZeed  FosS: 080-29597110,

sure regular drinking water supply
and better facilities for students.

Cooperative societies remain
lifeline for farmers

CH NEWS, Yadagiri

Primary agricultural credit coopera-
tive societies in rural areas are play-
ing an important role in supporting
farmers by providing loans at zero
interest, said Sharanappagowda Mali
Patil, president of the Hattikuni Pri-
mary Agricultural Credit Cooperative
Society.

He was speaking after inaugurating
the annual general meeting of the so-
ciety for 2025-26 at its premises in
Hattikuni village of Yadagiri taluk on
Tuesday. He said the society had dis-
bursed crop loans of Rs 2.28 crore to
farmers during the financial year.
Timely repayment of loans by farmers
had helped the society earn a profit of
Rs 7 lakh, he said.

The society had also provided loans
worth Rs 2.23 crore to small traders
to help them expand their businesses.
It had collected Rs 1.10 crore in fixed
deposits from customers and renovat-
ed its administrative office. The soci-
ety was also supplying food grains to
eligible beneficiaries through its fair
price shop, Mali Patil said.

He said farmers were facing diffi-
culties because of weak monsoon
rainfall and many were seeking addi-

tional loans to meet their agricultural
needs. In view of the situation, the
management would meet officials of
the KYDCC Central Bank in Kalabu-
ragi along with a delegation of farm-
ers and seek greater financial assis-
tance for the society, he said.

Mali Patil assured that efforts
would be made to provide more cred-
it facilities to farmers and women in
the coming days so that they could
build sustainable livelihoods. KOF
president Sharanappa Somannor said
the society was performing well fi-
nancially with the cooperation of its
members and had the potential to be-
come one of the better cooperative
societies in the district. He urged the
management to extend more loans to
farmers, traders and women's groups.

Director Ameenareddy Bilhar ap-
pealed to people with financial re-
sources in the village and surrounding
areas to deposit money with the soci-
ety and strengthen its financial activ-
ities. Chief Executive Officer San-
jeevkumar Putagi presented the annu-
al report and accounts. Depositors,
pigmy agents and women were hon-
oured during the programme. Several
directors and office-bearers were
present.

Illegal sand transport: 5 tractors seized

CH NEWS, Yedrami

Authorities in Yedrami taluk of Ka-
laburagi district have intensified ac-
tion against the illegal transportation
of sand, seizing five tractors in-
volved in the activity within a week.

Officials said the crackdown was
launched following complaints about
the unauthorised extraction and
transportation of sand from local
sources. The seized tractors were re-
portedly being used to transport sand
without the required permits and
documents.

The action has drawn attention to
the growing concerns over illegal
sand mining in the taluk. Residents
have urged the authorities to contin-
ue inspections and take strict action
against those involved in transport-
ing sand without permission.

Officials have been conducting
checks at vulnerable locations and
on roads suspected to be used by ve-
hicles carrying illegally sourced
sand. The seizure of five tractors in
a short period has indicated the scale
of the problem and the need for con-
tinued monitoring.
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ETOSED @ Canara Bank

I i
(A Government Of India Undertaking)
Head Office: Bangalore

ARM-1 Branch,
2nd Floor, No.86, Spencer Tower,
M.G. Road Bengaluru-560001
Ph:080-25310066, E-mail: ch2366@canarabank.com

SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Properties under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the

Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
described immovable / movable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which
has been taken by the Authorised Officer of ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of the Canara Bank, will be sold on “As is
where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 12.10.2026 (10.30 AM to 11.30 AM), for recovery of
Rs. 88,74,13,090.84 as on 01.09.2026 with further interest and cost thereon due to the ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of
Canara Bank from (1) M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd) Represented by its Hon. Secretary —
Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Faroogia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore 570 021,
(2) Mr. (Prof) Riaz Ahmed, President &Trustee, (3) Mr. Taj Mohammed Khan, Secretary & Trustee,
(4) Mr. K C Shoukath Pasha, Joint Secretary & Trustee, (5) Dr. Abdur Rahman, Trustee, (6) Dr. M Sayeeb Ahmed,
Trustee, (7) Mr. S P Ahmed Jan, Trustee. (8) Mr. (Prof.) Syed Akheel Ahmed, Trustee, (9) Mr. Ahmed Agha, Trustee,
(10) Mr. Arif Mehkri, Trustee, (11) Dr. Muneer Ahmed, Trustee, (12) Mr. A S Sardar, Trustee, (13) Mr. Akbar Sayeed,
Trustee (now reportedly died), Address of the above 2 to 13 M/s Rafah-Ul-Muslimeen Educational Trust (Regd),
Farooqia Educational Complex, Umar Khayyam Road, Eidgah; Tilaknagar, Mysore-570021.

The Earnest Money shall be Deposited by way of E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/)
portal directly or by generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as

mentioned in the said challan on or before 09.10.2026 - 5.00 pm. (Z.In Lakhs)
Lot Description of the immovable R:?ﬁ:r:e EMD Inc(;earrueental égfg;c:;;'l
1 |All that piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha 05.10.2026
No. A-1 to A-14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri 10.00 A.M
Mysore-570019. Measuring East to West 500 Feet and North to South| &, z. z. to
170+150/2 feet** and bounded on East By: Road West By: Road North By:| 575.00 [57.50| 1.00 2:00 PM
Road South By: Road. Total extent of the property is 32,084 Sq ft. with Prior
Coordinates of the property Latitude- 12.3243566 Longitude- 76.6749867 Appmptment
2 |All the piece and parcel of the property bearing Site No. A, Municipal Khatha Aut‘r’lv:rr;sed
No. A-1 to A-14, Situated at Laskar Mohalla, Mahadevpura Road, Udayagiri Officer
Mysore-570019. Measuring East to West 500 Feet and North to South
170+150/2 feet and bounded on East By: Road West By: Road North By: Road 7;-00 7:-70 1¥o'o
South By: Road. Total extent of the property presently valued is 47916.99 Sq ft ' ) '
outof80,000 Sq ft.
Latitude- 12.3243566 Longitude- 76.6749867
3 |All that piece and parcel of 4 Acres of land in  Sy. No. 93/2-P-1, Belavatha
Village @ Manti Village, Kasaba Hobli, Mysuru Taluk, Mysuru District bounded z z z
by East By : Land of Sanjeev Nayak, West By : Land, Mohammed Saheb, 278'00 27 .80 1 0'0
North By : Purniahana Nala, South By : Land of Chikkanna. : ’ :
Coordinates of the property Latitude- 12.3537780 Longitude- 76.6470830
g,
TOTAL 1650.00

onany working day.

Known encumbrances, if any: Not to the knowledge of the Bank.
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(www.canarabank.com) or E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/) portal and may
contact ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru, Canara Bank, Ph. No.080-25310066, 9486092152, 9901642631 during office hours

Date : 22.09.2026
Place: Bengaluru

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Canara Bank

___________ (CHJCLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Free entrepreneurship
training for Scheduled
Tribe youth

CHNEWS,
CHITRADURGA
A 10-day entrepreneur-
ship development pro-
gram for Scheduled
Tribe candidates will be
held from October 7 to
19 at the District Indus-
tries Centre.
Jointly organized by the
Centre for Entrepreneur-
ship Development of
Karnataka (CEDOK)
and the District Indus-
tries Centre, the govern-
ment-sponsored initia-
tive aims to empower
aspiring tribal entrepre-
neurs. The curriculum
covers business plan-
ning, market surveys,
accounting, sales man-
agement, bank credit
facilities, and an indus-
trial field exposure visit.
Eligible candidates re-
siding in Chitradurga
district aged between 18
and 50 with an SSLC
qualification can apply.
Completed application
forms must reach the
CEDOK office by
October 5.

Couplekilledin fatal
hit-and-run near
Hubballi

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI
A married couple riding
a motorcycle died on
the spot on Tuesday af-
ter a speeding mi-
ni-goods vehicle
rammed into their
two-wheeler from be-
hind near the ITC
godown along Gadag
Road.

The victims were identi-
fied as Sukumar Tikala,
a painter, and his wife
Rajina Tikala, a nurse at
Shakuntala Hospital,
both residing in Jayara-
jnagar, Hubballi. The fa-
tal collision occurred
while Sukumar was fer-
rying his wife back
home following the
conclusion of her hospi-
tal duty shift. East Traf-
fic Police Inspector
Manjunath Kusugal in-
spected the accident
site and registered a
case.

Dasara Taekwondo
selection trials set for
today

CHNEWS,
CHITRADURGA
District-level selection trials
to pick Chitradurga’s contin-
gent for the 2026-27 Ben-
galuru Rural divisional
Dasara Taekwondo tourna-
ment will be held on Sep-
tember 23.

The divisional tournament is
scheduled for September 29
at Bhagat Singh Stadiumin
Doddaballapura. To repre-
sent the district, aspiring
martial artists must attend
trials at the Chitradurga Dis-
trict Stadium volleyball court
at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday.
Online registration is com-
pulsory for all participating
athletes. Department of
Youth Empowerment and
Sports officials announced
that interested players can
contact Volleyball Coach
Mohammed Muhibulla for
further details.

Lokayukta complaint filed against
Minister over bribery remarks

Led by M.D. Gopalagowda, a legal petition urges corruption charges against a
minister who framed bribery as a moral duty

CH NEWS, HASSAN

A major political controversy
erupted on Tuesday after a
delegation of advocates
lodged a formal corruption
complaint with the Hassan
District Lokayukta against
Minister K.M. Shivalinge
Gowda over his public re-
marks suggesting that offering
money to government offi-
cials who complete work is a
citizen’s duty.

The legal petition, submit-
ted by a team of lawyers led
by M.D. Gopalagowda, ac-
cused the minister of openly
inciting and legitimizing the
payment of bribes to public
servants. The complainants
argued that describing finan-
cial kickbacks as an act of
respectful moral duty directly
violates statutory anti-corrup-
tion provisions and under-
mines transparency across
public administration. De-

manding strict punitive pro-
ceedings under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, the petition
asserted that an elected repre-
sentative cannot endorse the
illicit exchange of money in
public offices.

The controversy stems from
an official public grievance
meeting held at the Sakale-
shapura taluk administrative
office.

In video footage that went
viral across social media plat-
forms, Shivalinge Gowda was
heard telling attendees that
while officials should not
forcibly extort bribes, it is the
duty of citizens to respectfully
offer something to govern-
ment employees who clear
their files. The statement drew
immediate objections from
attendees, who questioned
why salaried government ser-
vants should receive private
payoffs.

Taking the matter further,

\ QL ‘
=iy NS, ..
prominent social activist
Dinesh Kallahalli submitted a
formal representation to Gov-
ernor Thaawarchand Gehlot,
urging the immediate dismiss-
al of the minister from the
state cabinet and seeking
prosecution under Sections 7,
8, and 12 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988.
Defending his remarks,
Shivalinge Gowda issued a
clarification stating that his
comments were misinterpret-
ed. The minister maintained
that he never advocated brib-
ery, claiming he merely asked
the public to treat administra-

HIGHLIGHTS

+ Advocates file formal
Hassan Lokayukta cor-
ruption complaint.

« Viral video exposes con-
troversial public meeting
statement.

» Complainants demand
prosecution under cor-
ruption prevention acts.

* Activist petitions Gover-
nor demanding cabinet
minister dismissal.

 Minister claims public
dignity remarks faced
misinterpretation.

« Statutory action sought
under Prevention Corrup-
tion Act.

tive personnel with dignity
and respect during official
interactions.

Police probe forced marriage
in missing bride case

CH NEWS, HASSAN

The mysterious disappearance
of Priyanka, a newlywed
whose case has gripped the
district, took a dramatic twist
on Tuesday after her husband
Rajashekhar’s family alleged
that her parents forced the
union while concealing her
prior marriage.

Speaking to reporters, the
husband's paternal uncle
Manjunath and other relatives
claimed that Priyanka’s fami-

ly concealed her first mar-
riage to prevent her from re-
uniting with her former part-
ner. They alleged that on the
day of her wedding to Ra-
jashekhar, her previous hus-
band arrived at the venue
alongside police officers. Rel-
atives claimed her parents co-
erced her into the marriage
under threats of consuming
poison and strictly restricted
her mobile phone usage to cut
off outside contact.
Questioning whether she

drowned or deliberately fled,
the family noted Priyanka was
a proficient swimmer and sus-
pected she staged her disap-
pearance. Urging investiga-
tors to probe whether she is
alive elsewhere, the family
expressed anguish that Ra-
jashekhar's life was ruined.
Police have widened their in-
vestigation to examine the
newlywed’s background and
verify these serious allega-
tions.

Man Sentenced To
Five Years For
Attempting To
Murder Brother

CH NEWS, HAVERI

The First Additional District
and Sessions Court in Haveri
sentenced a man to five years
of rigorous imprisonment and
imposed a X12,000 fine for
attempting to murder his
younger brother over an agri-
cultural land dispute.

Judge N.M. Ramesh con-
victed Devappa Nagappa
Gudagi, a resident of Chillu-
rabadni village in Savanur
taluk, after the prosecution
established charges under
Sections 109(1), 351(2), and
352 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023.

The dispute involved gov-
ernment-owned hillock land
that both brothers had jointly
cultivated for years without
formal ownership titles. On
May 29, 2025, Devappa
brought a tractor to plough
the disputed plot. When his
younger brother, Manjappa
Gudagi, arrived at the site to
demand his rightful share and
ask him to halt the work, an
altercation ensued. Devappa
verbally abused Manjappa,
assaulted him with a sickle,
and issued death threats.

The Savanur police regis-
tered the initial complaint and
submitted the charge sheet
following an investigation.

H.K. Patil’s resignation
threat forces Gadag
drought status

CH NEWS, GADAG

Following immense political
pressure and a resignation
threat from senior legislator
H.K. Patil, the state govern-
ment has officially declared
Gadag taluk drought-hit,
prompting local party leaders
to demand immediate dis-
bursement of financial com-
pensation for distressed farm-
ers.

Addressing reporters on
Tuesday, Congress leader
Krishna H. Hadapad ex-
pressed indignation over the
initial exclusion of Gadag ta-
luk on technical grounds,
characterizing the move as an
administrative betrayal of cul-
tivators and agrarian workers.
Hadapad questioned the state
government’s continuous ne-
glect of Gadag district, partic-
ularly after Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar conducted a
ground assessment across the
taluk earlier this month and
directly witnessed the extent
of severe crop failure.

Hadapad noted that
Gadag’s inclusion in the
drought list was not an act of
spontaneous administrative
goodwill, but the direct out-
come of veteran MLA H.K.

Forest department launches emer

Malingaraya Pujar
CH NEWS

Severe monsoon failure has
pushed the ecologically sensi-
tive Kappatagudda Wildlife
Sanctuary, historically known
as the ‘North Sahyadri’, into
an unprecedented drought,
prompting the Forest Depart-
ment to launch large-scale
tanker operations to sustain
local wildlife.

With seasonal rainfall dry-
ing up prematurely, natural
streams, forest ponds, and riv-
ulets across the hill range
have turned into dry rubble.
The acute water crisis threat-
ens hundreds of wild animals

and rare bird species inhabit-
ing the reserve, including
leopards, wolves, jackals, por-
cupines, and blackbucks. In
response, forest officials have
undertaken an emergency ex-
ercise to replenish artificial
cement watering holes and

stone troughs spread across
the hilly terrain using heavy
water tankers.

Ordinarily, tanker-based
water replenishment is re-
served for the peak summer
months of March and April.
However, dry winter condi-

“Due to severe lack of
rain, there is a water

Patil’s resolute agitation. Patil
had warned the state leader-
ship that he was prepared to
forfeit his legislative seat if
the administration failed to
rectify the injustice facing lo-
cal farmers. Expressing grati-
tude on behalf of the taluk,
Hadapad hailed Patil’s will-
ingness to prioritize agrarian
livelihoods over political of-
fice. Stressing that govern-
ment declarations must not
remain confined to official
paperwork, Hadapad urged
the administration to prompt-
ly submit a comprehensive
ground-truthing survey to the
Union government to mobi-
lize central relief funds with-
out procedural delay.
Furthermore, he highlighted
that local cultivators, who
have engaged in sustained ag-
itations and submitted repeat-
ed petitions, are yet to receive
compensation for previous
crop losses. Joining hands
with farmer organizations and
civic representatives, Hada-
pad urged the government to
club all pending backlogs
with the newly declared
drought package and immedi-
ately disburse relief funds di-
rectly to affected agricultural
families across Gadag.

Balance
academics with
sports, students
urged at Haveri

meet

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Emphasizing that physical
education is vital for overall
student development, M.A.
Maidur, Chairman of the Ta-
luk-level Guarantee Schemes
Implementation Committee,
urged students on Tuesday to
participate actively in sports
alongside their academic
pursuits.

Maidur was speaking after
inaugurating the district-lev-
el sports meet for the 2026—
27 academic year, organized
by the Department of School
Education and Pre-Universi-
ty at the Haveri District Sta-
dium. Highlighting the role
of athletics in building phys-
ical fitness, mental resil-
ience, discipline, and
self-confidence, Maidur stat-
ed that structured competi-
tions progressing from clus-
ter and taluk levels to district
stages provide crucial plat-
forms for identifying grass-
roots talent.

He added that the state
government offers signifi-
cant incentives, including
public employment reserva-
tions, for sportspersons ex-
celling at state and national
competitions.

In a message conveyed
during the event, District In-
charge Minister Rudrappa
Lamani announced that fol-
lowing sustained administra-
tive efforts, the government
approved the construction of
a modern synthetic athletic
track at the district stadium
with an outlay of approxi-
mately X10 crore.

Lamani stated that the
competitive tendering pro-
cess has concluded, with
physical construction sched-
uled to begin shortly to pro-
vide local athletes with stan-
dard sports infrastructure.

He encouraged students to
embrace sportsmanship,
viewing losses as opportuni-
ties for future improvement.

Early election fever
orips Shirahatti
constituency

Malingaraya Pujar
CH NEWS

Although assembly elec-
tions remain over a year
away, political activity has
surged across the
high-voltage Shirahatti re-
served constituency in
Gadag district, with ticket
aspirants aggressively
campaigning during festi-
val gatherings, public cel-
ebrations, and family
functions.

Aspirants are plastering
banners and hoardings
across rural hubs to maxi-
mize visibility. Several
candidates arriving from
outside districts have ad-
opted emotional outreach
strategies, citing ancestral
links, childhood memo-
ries, or distant relations to
connect with local voters.
Uninvited appearances at
private weddings, naming
ceremonies, funerals, and
temple pujas to pose for
photographs have sparked
amusement and lively de-
bates among villagers,
who view these sudden
visits as performative at-
tempts to establish local
relevance.

Within the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, the queue of
ticket aspirants is swelling
despite sitting MLA Dr.
Chandru Lamani’s incum-
bency. With the sitting
legislator embroiled in le-
gal scrutiny before the Lo-
kayukta, speculation re-
garding an internal leader-
ship shift has intensified.
Prominent aspirants, in-
cluding I.S. Pujara, Muthu
Rathod, Bhimasinga Rath-
od, and Prakash Hosama-
ni, are touring villages to
stake their claims, sharp-

AtaGlance

*Timeline & Tactics: Early
festival campaigning and
uninvited family event
crashes dominate.

*Party Factionalism: BJP
faces Lokayukta-driven
leadership flux; Congress
fights legacy rebel splits.

*Power Dynamics: Dom-
inant community brokers
SC seat while agrarian

leader builds alternative.

ening the rivalry between
veteran party workers and
political migrants.

The opposition Congress
camp faces equally intense
ticket competition. The
2023 elections saw former
MLA Ramakrishna Dod-
damani contest as an inde-
pendent after being denied
a ticket, finishing second
ahead of the official Con-
gress candidate, which
split the vote and allowed
the BJP to secure victory.
Doddamani, alongside for-
mer MLA Ramanna Lama-
ni, Sujatha Doddamani,
and multiple local leaders,
is actively maneuvering
for high command sup-
port.

Concurrently, influential
dominant community
leaders across Shirahatti,
Lakshmeshwar, and
Mundaragi are leveraging
social equations to back
favored contenders, while
prominent farmer leader
B.T. Chandrashekar is
emerging as a strong com-
petitor. This premature
campaign blitz has set the
stage for complex so-
cio-political realignments
ahead of the polls.

Bidar MLA seeks relief
for 800 quota staff

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale submitted
a formal memorandum to
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Tuesday, urging the
state government to safeguard
the services of over 800 gov-
ernment employees and
teachers appointed under Ar-
ticle 371(J) quota provisions
across the Kalyana Karnataka
region.

The personnel were recruit-
ed in accordance with a De-
partment of Personnel and
Administrative Reforms cir-
cular issued on February 1,
2023, aimed at enhancing em-
ployment opportunities for
local candidates across seven
regional districts. Selected
through merit and local reser-
vation frameworks, these em-
ployees and educators have
served diligently across gov-
ernment departments and
public schools for nearly three
years, with many already
completing their mandatory
probationary periods.

However, a recent High
Court ruling delivered on
September 17 has generated
widespread distress, trigger-
ing acute employment uncer-
tainty among the recruited
workforce and their families.
Beldale highlighted that the

employees face unexpected
job insecurity despite under-
going rigorous competitive
selection procedures and ren-
dering uninterrupted public
service.

In his representation,
Beldale appealed to the Chief
Minister to intervene immedi-
ately to ensure that hardwork-
ing youth from backward re-
gions do not suffer adminis-
trative disadvantage. He em-
phasized that the government
must explore necessary ad-
ministrative and legal mea-
sures to protect past service
records, secure livelihoods,
and deliver a lasting resolu-
tion without disrupting public
administration. Beldale
stressed that safeguarding
these appointments is essen-
tial to preserving public trust
and upholding constitutional
reservation mandates under
Article 371(J).

problemin the
Kappathagudda area, due to
which water is being pumped
into artificial wells. Also, a
CCTV camera has been
installed to track the
movement of animals”

- Santoshkumar Kenchappa's,
DCF Gadag

tions compelled authorities to
act months in advance.

The proactive supply aims
to prevent dangerous hu-
man-wildlife conflict; forest
officials feared that severe
dehydration and lack of natu-

ral prey would drive leopards
and wolf packs out of forest
boundaries into nearby agrar-
ian villages in search of wa-
ter.

The prolonged dry spell
has also dealt a severe blow
to regional tourism. Follow-
ing the typical monsoon sea-
son, Kappatagudda’s rolling
hills traditionally attracted
thousands of weekend trek-
kers, environmentalists, and
nature enthusiasts eager to
witness misty green land-
scapes. Without rain, the hills
have turned parched and
brown, leading to a steep de-
cline in visitors and leaving
popular tourist viewpoints

ency water drive in Kappatagudda

deserted.

Beyond wildlife and tour-
ism, conservationists are
deeply concerned about Kap-
patagudda’s rich botanical
heritage, which hosts over
400 species of rare medicinal
plants.

The loss of ambient soil
humidity has begun withering
delicate native herbs. Despite
difficult terrain and steep un-
paved routes, forest teams
continue daily tanker runs.
Recent camera-trap footage
confirmed the initiative’s suc-
cess, capturing leopards,
wolves, and nocturnal ani-
mals regularly visiting the
replenished watering holes.

Brother demands

probeinto brutal

murderof NRIin
Sharjah

CH NEWS, UDUPI

In a chilling development, a
native of Kundapura was bru-
tally murdered in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates,
prompting his family on
Tuesday to petition the Udupi
district police for a compre-
hensive investigation and legal
action.The victim was identified
as Alvin Prakash Kundar, who
had been employed at Sharjah
Airport for fourteen years. He
resided there with his wife, Tina
Kundar, a school teacher, and
their tenth-grade son.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

KARNATAKA

WEDNESDAY » SEPTEMBER 23, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Haveri Jain Sangha
hosts Dashalakshana
discourses

CHNEWS, HAVERI
The Haveri District Digam-
bara Jain Sangha, in coor-
dination with taluk associ-

ations, has organized
spiritual discourses across
several villages from Sep-
tember 16 to 25 to mark
the annual Dashalakshana
Mahaparva.

On September 23, a ses-
sion on Uttama Tyaga
Dharma (Supreme Renun-
ciation) will take place at
Karugudari village in
Hangal taluk in the pres-
ence of Sri Bhattakalanka
Bhattaraka Swamiji of
Sonda Math. A discourse
on Uttama Akinchanya
Dharma (Non-attach-
ment) will follow on Sep-
tember 24 at Kalasur’s Ma-
havira Temple. The cele-
brations conclude on Sep-
tember 25 with a discourse
on Brahmacharya (Celiba-
cy) at Guttala. Community
leaders and local devotees
will participate across all
taluk events.

Walk-in
interview inMandya
onSep25

CH NEWS, MANDYA
A walk-in interview drive
will be held on September
25 at10:00 a.m. at the Dis-
trict Employment Ex-
change office, located op-
posite the RTO office in
Mandya.

The recruitment drive is or-
ganized jointly with M/s
Achalendra Agro India Pvt.
Ltd., Mysuru, and M/s GRH
Life Care, Mandya, to fill
openings for Store Manag-
ers, Marketing Managers,
and Sales, Accounts, and
Stores staff.
Candidates aged between
18 and 35 holding any de-
gree, DAESI, B.Sc. (Agri), or
M.Sc. (Agri), and willing to
work in Mandya or Mysuru,
may attend with updated
resumes. Interested appli-
cants can contact the em-
ployment exchange help-
desk numbers for details.

Udupi to
celebrate National
Ayurveda Day

CHNEWS,
UDUPI
The district administration,
Zilla Panchayat, and AY-
USH Department will
jointly host the 11th Nation-
al Ayurveda Day to mark
Dhanvantari Jayanti on
September 23 at Bannanje
Balabhavan.
District In-charge Minister
Rizwan Arshad will inaugu-
rate the event at 10:00
a.m., with MLA Yashpal A.
Suvarna presiding over the
proceedings. Health Minis-
ter U.T. Khader, local par-
liamentarians Kota Srini-
vasa Poojary and BY.
Raghavendra, coastal de-
velopment board leaders,
legislators, and senior ad-
ministrative officials will
participate.
Alongside official address-
es, experts will deliver ded-
icated lectures highlighting
the therapeutic benefits of
the AYUSH healthcare sys-
tem. The District AYUSH
Officer urged the public to
attend in large numbers.

- Mandya DC orders sugar
mills to clear arrears

Prohibiting unilateral transport fee transfers, Dr. Kumar ordered authorities to
scientifically compute lawful cane-hauling tariffs for cultivators

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Sugar factory managements
must prioritize cultivators' in-
terests, clear pending finan-
cial arrears, and build trans-
parency across harvesting,
weighing, and transportation
systems, stated Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Kumar on Tues-
day.

Presiding over a
multi-stakeholder conciliation
meeting at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office attended by
sugarcane growers’ unions,
mill managements, and lorry
operators Dr. Kumar reviewed
operational protocols ahead of
the 202627 crushing season.
He noted that the Central
Government has determined
the Fair and Remunerative
Price (FRP) at 3365 per quin-
tal (X3,650 per tonne).

Addressing key objections
raised by grower associations
regarding excessive deduc-
tions, Dr. Kumar stressed that
the financial overhead of
transporting harvested cane
from field to factory must not
be unilaterally transferred
onto cultivators. He directed

administrative authorities to
scientifically determine transit
tariffs in strict compliance
with statutory regulations.
Underlining mutual interde-
pendence, Dr. Kumar re-
marked that sugar factories
generate substantial supple-
mentary revenue from etha-
nol, molasses, bagasse, and
co-generated power, which
obligates them to protect the
economic security of primary
growers. He instructed mill
operators to strictly prioritize
cane procurement from farm-
ers registered within their al-
located ‘reserve areas’ based
on crop maturity and registra-
tion seniority, eliminating ar-
tificial delays at factory gates.
Highlighting the financial

distress caused by payment
delays, the Deputy Commis-
sioner issued clear instruc-
tions to all operational mills
across Mandya district to ex-
pedite the settlement of out-
standing dues within pre-
scribed statutory timelines.
To address persistent allega-
tions of weighbridge manipu-
lation, the district administra-
tion instructed the Department
of Legal Metrology to conduct
surprise inspections at factory
weighbridges. Dr. Kumar
stressed that verified, digital
weight slips must be issued to
eliminate discrepancies.
Farmer leaders at the meet-
ing reiterated demands for
immediate clearance of ar-
rears, scientific transport slab

HIGHLIGHTS

» Central FRP fixed at
%365 per quintal.

» Pending cultivator finan-
cial arrears mandated
for clearance.

* Field-to-factory transport
costs barred from farm-
er pass-through.

* Reserve-area registra-
tion seniority priority
mandated for crushing.

» Legal Metrology
surprise weighbridge
inspections ordered
digitally.

» Supplementary ethanol/
bagasse revenues tied
to grower protection.

determinations, and strict en-
forcement of reserve-area
quotas. Joint Director of Agri-
culture Jayaswamy and Depu-
ty Director of Food and Civil
Supplies Prateek Hegde at-
tended the discussions along-
side mill directors and trans-
port representatives.

ZP CEO orders
24-hour
resolution for
drinking water
distress

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Directing administrative ma-
chinery to prevent drinking
water shortages across rural
belts, Mandya Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer Nandi-
ni K.R. instructed Taluk Pan-
chayat Executive Officers
(EOs) and Rural Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation engineers on
Tuesday to conduct on-site in-
spections in vulnerable villages
and resolve grievances within
24 hours.

Addressing an emergency re-
view meeting at the Zilla Pan-
chayat premises, Nandini in-
structed field officials to per-
sonally inspect locations expe-
riencing or anticipating supply
disruptions. Officials must sub-
mit comprehensive field reports
accompanied by mandatory
GPS-tagged photographic evi-
dence. She emphasized adopt-
ing preventive interventions
rather than reacting after acute
scarcity sets in, directing engi-
neers to restore regular drinking
water supplies within 24 hours
of reporting.

Regarding financial adminis-
tration, the CEO ordered EOs
and Assistant Executive Engi-
neers (AEEs) to expedite formal
rent disbursements for private
borewells engaged for public
supply in accordance with stat-
utory guidelines. Furthermore,
she directed officers to submit
an exhaustive action plan utiliz-
ing emergency Task Force
grants released to the district,
ensuring every proposed work
receives prior ratification during
MLA-chaired Task Force com-
mittee meetings.Urging officers
to devise permanent water secu-
rity infrastructure to avert recur-
ring disruptions, the CEO
warned that public inconve-
nience would not be tolerated.

Patel backs Anwar Gadad’s
community leadership in Alavandi

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Holistic societal advancement
requires unifying leadership
that champions education,
communal harmony, and pub-
lic welfare, stated former
Koppal City Municipal Coun-
cil President Amjad Patel on
Tuesday.

Speaking after receiving a
formal invitation at his resi-
dence for an upcoming com-
munity event scheduled on
September 25 in Alavandi,
Patel expressed confidence
that under the proactive lead-
ership of Anwar Hussain Ga-
dad, the local minority com-
munity would achieve com-
prehensive development and
integrate seamlessly into the
social mainstream through in-
ter-community cooperation.

Gadad, who serves as Pres-
ident of the Anjuman-e-Islam
Committee in Alavandi vil-
lage, has earned widespread
recognition for transforming
the organization into an active
grassroots platform. Beyond
routine administrative duties,
his leadership focuses on
building social unity, organiz-
ing welfare initiatives, and
resolving public grievances
through dialogue with region-
al stakeholders.

Highlighting education as
the foundation for rural prog-
ress, Patel praised Gadad’s
focus on assisting students
from economically disadvan-
taged families.

He emphasized that pro-
viding financial support, edu-
cational guidance, and essen-
tial resources to youth is vital

for breaking generational
poverty. Furthermore, in cul-
turally diverse rural settings
like Alavandi, sustained ini-
tiatives that promote peaceful
coexistence and mutual trust
among communities remain
paramount.

Patel observed that leader-
ship in community institu-
tions carries a sacred public
trust rather than symbolic au-
thority. Commending the An-
juman-e-Islam Committee's
constructive interventions, he
expressed optimism that ex-
panding youth empowerment
programs, career counseling,
and skill development under
Gadad’s guidance will build
lasting social harmony and
socioeconomic progress
across Alavandi and neigh-
boring rural belts.

Lakshmeshwar
villagers trade pomp
for drought solidarity

CH NEWS, LAKSHMESHWAR

In a poignant departure from
commercial pomp and
high-decibel revelry, residents
and youth groups of Bastiban
in Lakshmeshwar have earned
widespread acclaim across
Gadag district by celebrating
an austere ‘Raitha Ganesha’
(Farmer Ganesha) festival in
solidarity with drought-hit
cultivators.

With monsoon failure leav-
ing agricultural lands parched
and rural households in acute
distress, the Gajanan Youth
Group and village elders dis-
carded expensive sound sys-
tems, dazzling electronic dis-
plays, and firecrackers. In-
stead, the community dedicat-
ed the festivities to raising
awareness about agrarian
hardship. Commencing in the
presence of Sri Abhinava
Basavannajja of Kundagol
Kalyanpur Math, the ceremo-
nial immersion procession
featured traditional bullock
carts, folk tableaux honoring
Kittur Rani Chennamma, and
youth dressed in traditional
agrarian attire, with onlookers
gently showering flower pet-
als along the route.

Local farmers expressed
deep gratitude for the gesture.
Senior cultivator Takappa Sa-
tapute noted that celebrating
festivals with ostentation felt
inappropriate while rural fam-
ilies were facing acute crop
failure, commending the
youth for acknowledging the
agrarian community's grief.
Farmer leader Basavaraj
Odunavara emphasized that

Commending youth
solidarity during crop
failure, farmer leaders

praised redirecting

festival budgets into
meaningful community
support as a statewide
model

channeling celebration ex-
penses into constructive com-
munity causes provides a
meaningful model for festival
organizers statewide.
Marked by daily spiritual
observances rather than ex-
travagance, the festival com-
mittee adopted the motto,
"Let us wipe away even a sin-
gle drop of the farmer's tears."
On Sunday night, members of
the Basaveshwara Bhajana
Sangha of Basapura Oni
joined the Ganesha Mandali
to perform night-long devo-
tional bhajans, offering col-
lective prayers for rainfall to
revive withered fields.
Agrarian leaders, including
Manjunath Magadi, Taluk
President of the Federation of
Comprehensive Farmers' Or-
ganizations, alongside Ashok
Niralota and Mahadevappa
Annigeri, participated in the
event. Utilizing the gathering
to voice urgent agrarian de-
mands, farmer representatives
collectively urged the state
government to officially noti-
fy Lakshmeshwar taluk as
drought-hit, expedite immedi-
ate relief packages, and re-
lease overdue crop insurance
claim disbursements to affect-
ed farm families without ad-
ministrative delay.

Dharwad school students attend
classes under makeshift tent

CH NEWS, Dharwad

Students of Bharatiya Vidya
Kendra Aided Girls’ School in
Dharwad are attending classes
under a makeshift tent after a
classroom on the school prem-
ises was reportedly demolished
overnight. The incident has
raised concerns among the
school management and parents
over the disruption to education.

The school, established
around 1966, provides educa-
tion to girls from Classes 5 to

10. According to the school
management, representatives of
the new property owner used a
JCB to demolish and clear the
classroom despite requests from
the management not to proceed
with the work. Desks and other
materials from the demolished
classroom have been left out-
side the building.

With the classroom no longer
available, a temporary tent has
been erected on the school play-
ground so that students can con-
tinue their lessons.

Narayanpur villagers face
drinking water shortage

CH NEWS, Yadgir

Residents of Narayanpur vil-
lage in Hunasagi taluk have
been facing a drinking water
shortage for the past 20 days
after several water pipelines
were damaged during road
and drainage works in the
main market area.

Villagers said the damaged
pipelines have not been re-
paired due to the slow progress
of the ongoing road and drain-
age works. As a result, regular
drinking water supply to the
village has been disrupted,
leaving residents to depend on
alternative sources. Many vil-
lagers are reportedly being
forced to travel to distant areas
to collect water for their daily
needs.

Residents said the prolonged
shortage has caused consider-
able hardship, particularly for

women, elderly people and
families with children. They
urged the authorities to take
immediate action to restore the
water supply and avoid further
inconvenience to the people.

The villagers submitted a
memorandum to the Executive
Engineer of the Karnataka
Krishna Bhagya Jala Nigam
Limited (KBJNL), requesting
officials to visit Narayanpur
and inspect the affected areas.
They urged the department to
assess the extent of damage to
the pipelines and arrange re-
pairs at the earliest.

The residents also called for
better coordination among the
departments involved in road,
drainage and water supply
works. They said proper coor-
dination was necessary to pre-
vent damage to existing water
pipelines during infrastructure
projects.

YADGIR ORDERS JOINT SURVEY
FOR CROP INSURANCE RELIEF

CH NEWS, Yadgir

Deputy Commissioner offi-
cials have been directed to
conduct a joint survey of cot-
ton and tur crops in the dis-
trict to facilitate interim com-
pensation for farmers who
insured their crops under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) during the
2026-27 kharif season.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the PMFBY
Mid-Season Adversity In-
voke-level Committee chaired
by the Deputy Commissioner.
According to the guidelines of
the crop insurance scheme,
officials of the Agriculture

Department and representa-
tives of the crop insurance
company have been instructed
to immediately conduct a
joint survey of insured cotton
and tur crops across the dis-
trict. The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the officials to
assess the condition of the
insured crops and complete
the survey without delay. The
joint survey is intended to es-
tablish the extent of crop
damage and identify farmers
eligible for interim compensa-
tion under the insurance
scheme.Officials have been
instructed to submit the sur-
vey report to the central office
within seven days.

K’taka Drought-Hit Taluks Rise To 177

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s drought situation
has worsened, with the num-
ber of drought-affected taluks
rising to 177, Deputy Chief
Minister and Revenue Minis-
ter G Parameshwara said on
Tuesday.

The government has added
53 more taluks to the drought-
hit list following an assess-
ment of rainfall, crop condi-
tions and other prescribed
parameters. With the latest
additions, nearly 73 per cent
of the state is now covered
under drought conditions.

Parameshwara said the
number of affected taluks
could increase further as the
government continues to
monitor ground conditions,
rainfall deficiency and crop
damage.

Karnataka had initially de-
clared 101 taluks drought-hit
in the first phase. Another 23
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taluks were subsequently add-
ed, taking the total to 124.
The latest addition of 53 ta-
luks has pushed the figure to
177.

The state has recorded a 36
per cent rainfall deficit, with
several interior regions facing
particularly severe shortages.
Erratic rainfall has affected
sowing operations and result-
ed in crop losses, leaving
farmers facing distress after
repeated attempts at cultiva-
tion. Parameshwara said the
government was following
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the drought declaration guide-
lines issued by the Union
government in 2020. The
guidelines consider several
parameters, including rainfall
deficiency and crop condi-
tions, while determining
whether an area qualifies for
drought declaration.

The government is continu-
ing to assess the situation
across Karnataka, with further
additions to the drought-hit
list possible depending on
rainfall patterns and the extent
of crop damage.

Holalu Milk Cooperatzve records 15 lakh profit

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Holalu Village Milk Produc-
ers’ Cooperative Society con-
vened its Annual General
Meeting for the 2025-26 fis-
cal year at the society’s prem-
ises on Tuesday, celebrating a
profitable year and honoring
local milk suppliers and aca-
demic achievers.
Inaugurating the proceed-
ings, former Vice-President of
the State Vokkaliga Sangha
L. Shivanna commended
the society for securing sec-
ond place in Mandya district
after posting an annual net
profit of 15 lakh. Emphasiz-
ing that dairy farming pro-

vides a reliable economic
foundation for rural families,
Shivanna urged members to
maintain high hygiene stan-
dards, utilize institutional
bank credit facilities, and sup-
ply unadulterated milk to
strengthen the cooperative’s
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market reputation while re-

taining adequate milk at home
for family nutrition.

Honorary President and for-

mer MLA H.B. Ramu felici-

tated children of mem-

ber-farmers who scored top

marks in the SSLC examina-

tions, presenting them with
merit certificates and cash
incentives.

Recalling the early cooper-
ative movement spearheaded
by pioneers such as Bomme-
gowda, H.D. Chowdaiah, and
G. Madegowda, Ramu noted
that Holalu was among the
few villages that built strong
cooperative institutions early
on. He highlighted that access
to subsidized cattle feed, fer-
tilizers, and agricultural cred-
it through the society has em-
powered local livestock farm-
ers.

During the gathering, legal
counsel H.M. Vijay Kumar
briefed members on institu-

tional development strategies,
following which top milk pro-
ducers who delivered the
highest volume during the
year were recognized with
awards.

The meeting took place un-
der the leadership of Society
President H.P. Sachidananda
and Vice-President B.M. Sud-
hamani, with prominent re-
gional representatives includ-
ing former APMC Director
H.C. Sridhar, Mandya Kru-
shik Samaj Directors H.L.
Shankar and H.D. Mohan Ku-
mar, In-charge Secretary H.N.
Borayya, executive commit-
tee members, and cooperative
milk producers in attendance.
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- SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

HAMPI DASARA:
REVIVING A
FORGOTTEN LEGACY

The grand Mysuru Dasara, today celebrated as one of Kar-
nataka’s most iconic cultural festivals, has a historical
debt that should not be forgotten. Its roots lie in the glo-
rious Vijayanagar Empire and, in particular, in the Dasara tra-
dition patronised by the illustrious ruler Sri Krishnadevaraya in
the 15th century. The magnificent ruins of Hampi stand as a
testimony to the wealth, architectural brilliance and cultural
achievements of the Vijayanagar Empire. The tradition of cel-
ebrating Dasara, with its royal grandeur and cultural signifi-
cance, was subsequently carried forward by the Wadiyars of
Mysuru, who had links with the Vijayanagar tradition. Over the
centuries, Mysuru transformed the festival into a magnificent
annual spectacle that has earned international recognition.

The birthplace of glorious tradition?

A veteran politician and lover of literature and culture, the late
M.P. Prakash, recognised the importance of reconnecting Ham-
pi with its magnificent past. He took the initiative to revive the
Dasara tradition at Hampi and sought to recreate the grandeur
of the nine-day celebrations associated with the Vijayanagar
era. His efforts gave a new identity to the Hampi festival. The
initiative was welcomed by historians, cultural enthusiasts and
people of Ballari region, who saw it as an attempt to restore the
historical and cultural importance of Hampi. The festival was
conceived not merely as an entertainment event, but as a tribute
to the empire that had contributed immensely to Karnataka’s

Prakash, the Hampi festival gradually lost its importance. Suc-
cessive governments have continued to give considerable atten-
tion and financial support to Mysuru Dasara, while Hampi has
often received only modest attention. The Hampi festival has,
on several occasions, been reduced to a symbolic event or
skipped altogether under one pretext or another. District in-
charge ministers have often treated it as an obligatory annual
programme rather than an opportunity to showcase the histori-
cal and cultural wealth of one of Karnataka’s greatest heritage
sites.

The creation of Vijayanagar district should have provided a
fresh opportunity to give Hampi festival a new direction. In-
stead, there have been concerns that the selection of artists and
programmes has sometimes become influenced by political
considerations. There appears to have been little sustained effort
to develop the festival into a major cultural event drawing in-
spiration from the grandeur of the Vijayanagar period.

This is an unfortunate situation.

Karnataka cannot celebrate Mysuru Dasara while allowing
Hampi’s own Dasara tradition to fade into the background. My-
suru has undoubtedly made the festival its own and taken it to
unprecedented heights. But that success should not come at the
expense of Hampi, whose historical association with the tradi-
tion is far older and deeper.

The government need not view Mysuru Dasara and Hampi
Dasara as competing festivals. They can, in fact, complement
each other. Mysuru can continue to showcase the living royal
and cultural traditions of Karnataka, while Hampi can present
the magnificence of the Vijayanagar era through history, clas-
sical arts, folk traditions, literature, music, dance, handicrafts
and scholarly programmes.

Hampi has everything required to host a world-class cultural
festival. What is needed is political will, proper planning and
sustained financial and institutional support.

The government should therefore consider celebrating Ham-
pi Dasara on a scale commensurate with its historical impor-
tance, alongside Mysuru Dasara. A dedicated annual calendar,
adequate budget, professional curation of cultural programmes
and participation of historians, artists and cultural institutions
could transform the festival into a major national and interna-
tional attraction.

It is equally surprising that elected representatives from the
region have not mounted a sustained demand for restoring Ham-
pi Dasara to its former glory. The responsibility of preserving
this legacy cannot rest solely with the government. Public rep-
resentatives, cultural organisations, historians and people of the
region must also demand that Hampi receive the recognition it
deserves.

The Vijayanagar Empire gave Karnataka an extraordinary
cultural legacy. Dasara is one of its most enduring gifts.

Allowing the Hampi tradition to wither while celebrating only
its later manifestation in Mysuru amounts to overlooking an
important chapter of our own history.

It is high time the Karnataka government restored Hampi
Dasara to its rightful place in the State’s cultural calendar.

Are you listening, Mr Chief Minister and Mr Kannada and
Culture Minister?

Al BECOMES THE FIRST FRONTIER FOR MENTAL HEALTH

I-based chatbots are in-
Acreasingly becoming

people’s first-line con-
tact amid mental health con-
cerns. In moments of loneli-
ness, anxiety, stress, depres-
sion, relationship difficulties,
or emotional distress, many
people are choosing to interact
with Al instead of first seeing a
therapist. In a vast and diverse
country like India, where ac-
cess to mental health services
remains unequal, Al technolo-
gy offers a new possibility.
However, it’s important to un-
derstand that Al can be a means
to expand mental health ser-
vices, not a substitute for them.
The biggest challenges facing
mental health services in India
include the limited availability
of trained specialists, the lack
of services in rural and remote
areas, the cost of treatment, and
the social stigma associated
with mental illness. In such an
environment, the 24-hour avail-
ability of Al creates significant
opportunities. Individuals can
share their problems at any
time and receive information,
emotional support, and self-
help tips at an early stage. Al-
based digital mental health
platforms can play a useful role
in this direction.

Social taboos about mental
health issues could also encour-
age the use of AL. Many people
hesitate to express their feel-
ings to family, friends, or ther-
apists. Relatively anonymous
digital conversations allow
them to express their concerns,
fears, and concerns. Chatbots
can thus serve as a first step in
mental health communication
and encourage individuals to
seek further professional help if
needed.

An important benefit of Al is
early screening. By analyzing a
person’s communication, be-

- DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

“The challenge of privacy,
misinformation, and human
empathy, with the potential to
increase accessibility”.

havior, and certain digital sig-
nals, Al can help identify po-
tential anxiety, depression, or
other mental health risks. How-
ever, such screening should not
be considered a final medical
diagnosis. Its purpose should
only be to identify potential
risks and help direct the person
to the appropriate specialist.

Multilingual Al technology
is also of particular importance
given India’s linguistic diversi-
ty. If mental health information
and initial support are limited
to English or a limited number
of languages, large populations
will be excluded. Language
technology and digital systems
developed for Indian languages
can bridge this gap. In the fu-
ture, such services could be
integrated with government
mental health initiatives like
Tele-Manas to provide initial
support to remote areas.

Personal assistance can also
be a useful feature of Al. Re-
minding people to take medica-
tion, motivating them to stay
focused on sleep and routines,
suggesting stress-reduction ex-
ercises, or guiding them
through structured self-help
activities based on cognitive
behavioral therapy are just
some of the areas where Al can
play a supportive role. For cli-
nicians, Al can also help with
regular patient monitoring,
identifying and prioritizing
high-risk cases. This can enable
more effective use of limited
human resources.

But along with the opportu-
nities, there are also significant
risks. A person in emotional
distress is in a highly vulnera-
ble state. If Al provides inaccu-
rate, incomplete, or out-of-con-
text information, it could exac-
erbate the person’s distress. If a
chatbot inadvertently reinforces
a negative or delusional belief

instead of challenging it, the
consequences could be serious.
This is why Al systems for
mental health must clearly dis-
tinguish between chatbots that
provide general information
and tools proven to provide
clinical assistance.

The greatest danger arises
when a person begins to per-
ceive Al as a substitute for a
real doctor. Constant interac-
tion can also lead to emotional
dependence. The person may
believe that the machine fully
understands their feelings,
while AT has limitations in un-
derstanding human experience,
moral judgment, clinical dis-
cretion, and the actual social
context.

This limitation becomes
even more serious in critical
situations like suicide or self-
harm. Individuals don’t always
express their situation directly.
Their signals may be indirect,
ambiguous, or hidden in cultur-
al contexts. If Al fails to recog-
nize such warnings or doesn’t
connect with human assistance
in a timely manner, the poten-
tial for harm increases. There-
fore, in high-risk cases, chat-
bots should be able to immedi-
ately guide the person to a
trained person, helpline, or
emergency service rather than
continuing the conversation.

Privacy is also a major con-
cern. Mental health conversa-
tions are extremely personal.
Individuals may share their
emotions, family circumstanc-
es, relationships, fears, and per-
sonal experiences with digital
systems. The collection, stor-
age, use, and sharing of such
sensitive data should be subject
to clear regulations and robust
data protection. Mental health
data requires special care in the
context of India’s digital per-
sonal data protection regime.

Additionally, algorithmic
bias in Al is also a concern.
India’s linguistic, cultural,
gender, and social diversity is
so vast that a single model
cannot equally address the
mental health needs of all
communities. A system trained
in one language, class, or cul-
tural context may provide ad-
vice inappropriate for another
community.

Therefore, the way forward
is not to halt Al, but to develop
it responsibly. Mental health Al
systems should have indepen-
dent clinical trials, regular safe-
ty audits, clear accountability,
and mandatory protocols for
accessing human experts in
case of crisis. Human interven-
tion should be mandatory, not
optional, in high-risk cases.
Furthermore, privacy, data
minimization, and safe use
should be prioritized at the de-
sign stage.

Al can expand the first
threshold of mental health
services in India. It can reach
individuals who are unable to
access a doctor due to dis-
tance, cost, language, or so-
cial stigma. But there is a dif-
ference between the first
threshold and the final desti-
nation. Mental health is not
just a matter of information or
conversation, but of human
empathy, clinical understand-
ing, and ongoing care. There-
fore, the right direction for
the future should not be ‘Al
versus doctors’, but ‘doctors
with AI’. Technology should
expand access, identify early
signs, and facilitate access to
help; trained human experts
should be at the center of fi-
nal decisions and care. This
balance can form the founda-
tion of a safe, accessible, and
humane mental health system
in India.

CIVIC SENSE BEYOND SURVEILLANCE

ho are you when no one’s watching?

\ ;‘ / , a powerful question echoed in R.H.

Sin’s ‘A Beautiful Composition of

Broken” which reflects the continuing civic

struggle interfering with Bengaluru’s progress

irresponsible waste disposal and poor public
hygiene.

India is developing rapidly, and cities like
Bengaluru are emerging as important global
hubs of technological innovation, economic
growth, and urban development. Yet, the “Sil-
icon Valley of India” continues to face a far
less sophisticated but fundamental civic issue;
one that can be seen on its streets, roads, and
public spaces. Even in areas with signs that
clearly prohibit the disposal of waste materials,
public spaces continue to be treated as dump-
ing grounds. This leads to a provocative ques-
tion that is less related to the cleanliness of the
city and more to civic responsibility: what does
development really mean if our public be-
haviour fails to develop alongside our country?

We often expect authorities to maintain
cleaner streets and improve waste manage-
ment. We are quick to blame the law and reg-
ulations for failing to keep the city clean. We
demand proper rode maintenance, better sys-
tems, and stricter rules.

These demands are valid. But do we ever
question the role we, as citizens, play in shap-
ing the nation? A clean city cannot be created
solely through government action, just as an

Al Revolution in Mental Healthcare

The integration of artificial intelligence into mental healthcare marks a transfor-
mative leap in public wellness. For decades, the stigma surrounding mental
health, combined with a severe shortage of professionals, has left millions with-
out support. Al-driven platforms provide a discreet, accessible, and immediate
first step for individuals seeking guidance. While algorithm-based care can
never replace the empathy and expertise of human therapists, it acts as a crucial
bridge for early intervention. As technology advances, regulators and healthcare
providers must work together to maintain privacy and ethical standards, ensur-
ing this digital frontier remains a safe, empowering resource for all.

- Allan Augustine B.

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Reviving Heritage Before It Fades

The grand celebration of festivals at historical monuments like Hampi serves as
a vital reminder of our rich cultural roots. However, true heritage preservation
requires consistent effort beyond annual events. Many magnificent ruins across
our country suffer from neglect, encroachment, and environmental degradation
throughout the year. Reviving forgotten legacies should not merely be a seasonal
spectacle but a continuous national priority. By combining sustainable tourism
with community-led conservation programs, we can ensure that future generations
experience these historical treasures in their full glory. Let us honor our history
by protecting these monumental landscapes every day, not just during celebrations.

unclean city cannot be blamed entirely on its
citizens. It is a shared responsibility.

Yet, civic consciousness and responsibility
is often reduced to the fear of consequences. A
fine may discourage someone from littering
when a police officer is present. A camera may
encourage compliance when people know they
are being observed, similar to the concept of a
panopticon. But what happens when there is no
fine, no camera and no one to enforce these
rules? What happens when there is no fear of
being caught?

The absence of surveillance should not
become a discreet invitation to disregard
our basic civic responsibility as citizens of
a nation. Public spaces belong to the pub-
lic. The garbage people leave behind cre-
ates an inevitable loop; it affects other
people who walk on those roads, the traf-
fic, the cleaners and sanitation workers,
communities, the public infrastructure, the
city, and ultimately, even those who con-
tribute to the problem.

Bengaluru’s progress demands more than
economic growth and technological advance-
ment. It demands a corresponding growth in
civic consciousness. It requires authorities to
develop effective systems and measures and
citizens to respect public spaces and these rules
and systems, “even when no one is watching”.

- ANAGHA SAAGAR
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-DR. VIJAY GARG

UPI CHARGES: WHAT
COULD BE THE IMPACT
ON THE COMMON MAN?

l l nified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) has trans-
formed digital pay-

ments in India by making

money transfers quick, conve-
nient and widely accessible.

From small roadside purchas-

es to large transactions, mil-

lions of people use UPI every

day without paying a direct
transaction fee.

The possibility of introduc-
ing charges on some UPI
transactions has therefore
raised questions about its fu-
ture impact on ordinary users.
Any change in the present
cost structure could influence
consumers, small businesses
and digital-payment habits.

For the common man, even
a small fee may matter when
payments are frequent. People
making numerous low-value
transactions could become
more conscious of transaction
costs. Small shopkeepers,
street vendors and service
providers may also worry
about whether additional
charges would increase their
operating costs or affect cus-
tomer behaviour.

At the same time, the im-
pact would depend greatly on
who pays the charge, how
much it is, and which types of
transactions are covered. A
carefully designed system

> ,

could limit the burden on or-
dinary consumers, while
poorly structured charges
could discourage some users
from choosing digital pay-
ments.

UPI has also played an im-
portant role in reducing de-
pendence on cash and ex-
panding financial inclusion.
Any policy change should
therefore consider the needs
of consumers, small business-
es and the wider digital econ-
omy.

The debate is not simply
about introducing a fee; it is
about maintaining the balance
between the sustainability of
the digital-payment ecosys-
tem and the affordability of
everyday transactions.

UPI has become an import-
ant part of modern Indian life.
If charges are introduced in
the future, transparency, af-
fordability and protection of
small-value transactions will
be crucial to ensuring that
digital payments remain ac-
cessible to everyone.

- Suman Kumar

Civic Duty Begins Without Surveillance

Urban development is often measured by modern infrastructure and smart tech-
nology, yet true progress lies in civic responsibility. Cities continue to struggle
with reckless littering and poor sanitation despite installing surveillance cam-
eras and issuing fines. A clean environment cannot depend solely on municipal
authorities or fear of punishment; it requires voluntary discipline from citizens.
Respecting public spaces must become an intrinsic habit rather than a forced
behavior under observation. If we desire cleaner, world-class cities, we must
cultivate a culture of individual accountability. Real growth happens when we
care for our shared surroundings even when no one is watching.

- Flacco
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GLOBAL GOVERNANCE MUST
EVOLVE BEYOND COLD WAR

he global order de-
I signed in the aftermath
of the Second World
War is currently experiencing
unprecedented institutional
strain. Multilateral bodies cre-
ated to guarantee stability,
facilitate trade, and prevent
global conflict are finding
themselves increasingly para-
lyzed by rigid geopolitical
divides and outdated voting
structures. As emerging econ-
omies demand an equitable
voice in global decision-mak-
ing, the reluctance of tradi-
tional powers to reform gov-
ernance mechanisms threatens
to dismantle multilateralism
entirely. To prevent further
fragmentation into competing
economic blocs, international
institutions must undergo im-
mediate structural moderniza-
tion that reflects today’s mul-
tipolar reality.

At the center of this struc-
tural crisis is the United Na-
tions Security Council, where
permanent members frequent-
ly exercise veto power to
block resolutions addressing
urgent humanitarian and secu-
rity emergencies. This paraly-
sis erodes public faith in in-
ternational law and creates a
atmosphere where unilateral
action bypasses established
diplomatic channels. Further-
more, global financial bodies
like the International Mone-

tary Fund and the World Bank
continue to operate on gover-
nance frameworks that dis-
proportionately favor Western
nations, despite developing
countries driving the majority
of worldwide economic
growth. This imbalance leads
developing nations to con-
struct alternative institutions,
risking a fractured global
economy.

Reforming global gover-
nance does not mean discard-
ing established principles of
international law; rather, it re-
quires expanding representa-
tion to foster true accountabil-
ity. Expanding permanent and
non-permanent seats on the
Security Council to include
underrepresented regions such
as Africa, Latin America, and
South Asia is an imperative
first step. Simultaneously, fi-
nancial institutions must re-
structure voting shares to pro-
vide emerging markets with a
proportionate role in shaping
global fiscal policy. Climate
change, cross-border pandem-
ics, and artificial intelligence
regulation represent global
challenges that no single na-
tion can navigate independent-
ly. Without representative,
functioning multilateral insti-
tutions, global cooperation
will continue to flounder.

Critics often argue that ex-
panding institutional leader-

ship leads to bureaucratic in-
ertia and indecision. Howev-
er, the alternative—a frag-
mented world governed by
ad-hoc coalitions and un-
checked regional powers is
far more dangerous. When
global rules are perceived as
equitable and uniformly en-
forced, compliance increases,
and diplomatic solutions gain
traction over military escala-
tion. Modernizing internation-
al agreements requires diplo-
matic courage, particularly
from established powers ac-
customed to dominant influ-
ence. Yet, sharing governance
responsibility is a small price
to pay for global security and
economic predictability.

The international community
stands at a defining crossroads.
We can either cling to decay-
ing mid-century frameworks
until systemic failure forces
collapse, or proactively con-
struct a resilient, inclusive dip-
lomatic architecture. True
global leadership is defined not
by the capacity to dictate
terms, but by the willingness to
build consensus among diverse
nations. Reforming global gov-
ernance is no longer a idealis-
tic pursuit; it is a practical ne-
cessity for peace, economic
stability, and shared progress
in an interconnected world.

- YASH RAJ MUTHA

STATE WATER POLICIES NEED
URGENT CLIMATE RESILIENCE

ater insecurity has
evolved into one of
the most severe

challenges threatening our
state's agricultural productiv-
ity, urban stability, and eco-
logical health. Shifting cli-
mate patterns, irregular mon-
soon cycles, and rising global
temperatures have exposed
the vulnerabilities of our tra-
ditional water management
systems. Dams, reservoirs,
and canal systems built de-
cades ago are no longer suffi-
cient to handle alternating
periods of severe drought and
sudden cloudbursts. To pre-
vent widespread water scarci-
ty and agricultural collapse,
the state government must
enact comprehensive water
management reforms centered
on climate resilience and con-
servation.

A core factor driving state
water stress is the widespread
depletion of underground
aquifers. Decades of unmet-
ered groundwater extraction,
combined with flood irrigation
for water-intensive crops, have
lowered water tables across
multiple agricultural districts.
To address this crisis, state
policy must incentivize sus-

tainable agricultural practices,
such as drip irrigation, crop
diversification, and precision
farming. Shifting financial
subsidies toward drought-re-
sistant crops reduces agricul-
tural water demand while im-
proving farmers' climate resil-
ience. Agriculture policy and
water conservation must oper-
ate in close alignment.

In urban and industrial ar-
eas, state policy must strictly
mandate rainwater harvesting,
graywater recycling, and the
ecological restoration of nat-
ural water bodies. Lakes, wet-
lands, and river beds across
the state have been polluted,
drained, or encroached upon
by urban expansion, destroy-
ing natural groundwater re-
charge zones. Restoring state
wetlands and clearing natural
drainage channels provides
natural protection against ur-
ban flooding during heavy
rainfall while simultaneously
building subsurface water
storage. Protecting natural
ecological buffers is far more
cost-effective than construct-
ing artificial runoff reservoirs.

Implementing stringent wa-
ter management regulations
frequently meets resistance

from industrial sectors and
agricultural lobbies accus-
tomed to unrestricted resource
access. However, short-term
economic consumption at the
expense of long-term water
sustainability guarantees se-
vere crisis. Water rationing,
crop failures, and industrial
shutdowns are far more dam-
aging than adopting proactive
conservation measures. State
leadership must communicate
that water security is founda-
tional to long-term economic
prosperity and public health.

Achieving water security
demands unified governance,
innovative technology, and
community participation. The
state must establish decentral-
ized water monitoring bodies
that empower local village
councils and urban resident
associations to manage local
water budgets transparently.
Clean, reliable water access is
a basic human right and a vi-
tal prerequisite for state sta-
bility. By prioritizing cli-
mate-resilient water policies
today, our state can safeguard
its vital resources for future
generations.

- CHAWI D’COSTA

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE DEMANDS
UNIVERSAL GLOBAL ETHICS PROTOCOLS

he swift advance of ar-
Ttificial intelligence
technologies has transi-
tioned from a localized tech
sector phenomenon into a
central pillar of global eco-
nomic policy and geopolitical
competition. Autonomous al-
gorithms now influence finan-
cial markets, healthcare diag-
noses, national defense strat-
egies, and information eco-
systems. However, the speed
of algorithmic development
has drastically outpaced the
creation of regulatory gover-
nance. Without a unified, in-
ternational ethical framework,
the uncontrolled deployment
of artificial intelligence
threatens to worsen global in-
equality, compromise individ-
ual privacy, and trigger dan-
gerous automated arms races.
Currently, the regulatory
landscape for artificial intelli-
gence remains dangerously
fractured. Different sovereign
jurisdictions are adopting
conflicting regulatory strate-
gies: some prioritize strict
consumer privacy protections,
others push aggressive nation-
al development without safety
protocols, and many develop-
ing nations lack the techno-
logical infrastructure to im-

plement oversight altogether.
This patchwork environment
creates regulatory arbitrage,
allowing companies to deploy
risky Al models in jurisdic-
tions with weak protections.
Just as global aviation and
maritime sectors rely on stan-
dardized safety rules to oper-
ate securely across borders,
artificial intelligence requires
universally accepted baseline
ethics and safety standards.
Establishing effective glob-
al Al standards requires dis-
tinguishing between innova-
tive deployment and high-risk
applications. Autonomous
weapons systems, invasive
mass surveillance platforms,
and algorithms that manipu-
late public democratic pro-
cesses present existential risks
to global stability and should
be subject to international
treaties. Concurrently, inter-
national organizations must
ensure that developing coun-
tries gain access to beneficial
Al tools for agriculture, edu-
cation, and medicine, prevent-
ing a deepening digital divide
between technological powers
and the rest of the world.
Global ethics must balance
safety with equitable access.
Skeptics suggest that inter-

national treaties are too slow
to keep pace with rapid tech-
nological iteration. While tech-
nological tools evolve weekly,
underlying human rights and
ethical imperatives—such as
transparency, accountability,
bias mitigation, and human
oversight—remain constant.
International bodies can estab-
lish dynamic regulatory frame-
works that outline clear
boundaries while adapting
technical specifications over
time. Collaborations between
technology engineers, ethi-
cists, civil society organiza-
tions, and international policy-
makers can bridge the gap be-
tween technical capability and
public accountability.
Artificial intelligence holds

immense promise for solving
complex global problems,
from climate modeling to
medical breakthroughs. How-
ever, unguided innovation
risks compounding existing
societal harms and creating
systemic vulnerabilities. Na-
tion-states must move past
competitive isolationism and
come together to establish en-
forceable global Al guard-
rails. Ensuring that technolo-
gy serves humanity’s collec-
tive welfare requires global
foresight, shared responsibil-
ity, and immediate diplomatic
action before uncontrolled
deployment creates irrevers-
ible consequences.

- VINU THOMAS

RURAL ECONOMIC GROWTH REQUIRES
DECENTRALIZED INFRASTRUCTURE SPENDING

or decades, state eco-
Fnomic policy has priori-
tized capital invest-
ments in tier-one metropolitan
zones, driving urban migra-
tion and leaving rural districts
economically stagnant. While
big cities generate significant
tax revenue, concentrating in-
frastructure funding within
urban corridors creates unsus-
tainable regional imbalances.
Rural populations suffer from
limited employment opportu-
nities, deteriorating healthcare
access, and underfunded
schools, which forces young
workers to abandon agrarian
communities. Rebalancing
state priorities requires a de-
liberate strategy of decentral-
ized infrastructure investment
that empowers rural econo-
mies to thrive independently.
A resilient state economy
depends on diversifying
growth rather than over-rely-
ing on a few urban technolo-
gy or industrial hubs. Invest-
ing in rural infrastructure ex-
tends far beyond repairing
regional highways; it requires
constructing modern
cold-storage facilities, ex-
panding high-speed digital

connectivity, and establishing
specialized agro-processing
centers. When farmers gain
access to reliable digital mar-
kets and efficient supply
chains, agricultural waste
drops and income stability in-
creases. Upgrading rural
transport and processing ca-
pabilities transforms raw ag-
ricultural output into
high-value processed goods
directly within local commu-
nities, creating non-farm em-
ployment for rural youth.
Furthermore, state health-
care and educational infra-
structure in rural areas require
systemic overhaul. Rural clin-
ics often face severe staffing
shortages and lack diagnostic

facilities, forcing patients to
undertake long, costly jour-
neys to metropolitan centers
for basic care. By construct-
ing well-equipped regional
healthcare hubs and leverag-
ing telemedicine technolo-
gies, the state can deliver
quality care directly to rural
citizens. Similarly, establish-
ing vocational training insti-
tutes aligned with regional
industries such as renewable
energy, food processing, and
sustainable forestry equips
rural students with practical,
marketable skills without
compelling them to relocate.

Critics may argue that in-
vesting heavily in sparsely
populated areas yields lower

immediate returns on invest-
ment compared to urban proj-
ects. This view ignores the
immense economic and social
costs of urban overcrowding,
pollution, and infrastructure
strain caused by rural-to-urban
migration. Decoupling state
economic growth from urban
concentration relieves pressure
on metropolitan services while
unlocking latent economic po-
tential in smaller towns. Stra-
tegic rural investments build
regional self-reliance and pro-
tect local economies against
macro-economic shocks.

State leadership must shift
away from centralized eco-
nomic models toward inclu-
sive, region-specific develop-
ment policies. Allocating in-
frastructure funds transparent-
ly to secondary towns and
rural districts is both an eco-
nomic necessity and a moral
duty. By fostering vibrant ru-
ral economies, the state can
achieve balanced growth, re-
duce poverty, and ensure that
progress reaches every com-
munity, regardless of geo-
graphic location.

- SHANTHAAMMA

PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY
STREETS TRANSFORM URBAN
NEIGHBORHOOD DYNAMICS

prioritized motor vehicle traffic over human mobility.

DECENTRALIZED WASTE
MANAGEMENT SOLVES
URBAN GARBAGE CRISES

Modern urban planning in rapidly growing cities has long

Massive road-widening schemes, flyovers, and arteri-
al corridors are continuously built to accommodate expanding
automobile ownership, yet traffic congestion steadily worsens.
In this auto-centric pursuit, city sidewalks have been reduced,
fragmented, or eliminated entirely, leaving pedestrians to nav-
igate hazardous, polluted streetscapes. Reclaiming city streets
for pedestrians is not merely an aesthetic choice; it is a vital
strategy for reviving local commerce, improving public health,
and rebuilding vibrant urban communities.

When city infrastructure prioritizes walkability, neighbor-
hoods experience an immediate socio-economic transformation.
Walkable corridors encourage foot traffic, directly benefiting
local small businesses, street vendors, and neighborhood mar-
kets that rely on casual drop-in customers. Furthermore, well-lit,
continuous sidewalks accompanied by protected bike lanes re-
duce reliance on personal vehicles for short trips, cutting neigh-
borhood carbon emissions and easing arterial road congestion.
Designing streets for people rather than cars creates accessible,
human-scale urban centers that foster social interaction and
community cohesion.

Pedestrian safety remains a severe urban equity issue that city
planners can no longer overlook. Senior citizens, children, and
individuals with mobility impairments are disproportionately
isolated when city walkways are broken, blocked by parked
vehicles, or lacking safe crossings. Implementing traffic-calm-
ing measures, raised pedestrian crossings, wide curb extensions,
and dedicated green corridors protects vulnerable road users. A
city that safe-guards its most vulnerable pedestrians naturally
creates a safer, more welcoming environment for all residents.

Skeptics often contend that reallocating road space from pri-
vate cars to wider sidewalks and bike lanes increases vehicular
gridlock.

- ROYANIA MOSES

escalated into a critical civic crisis. Everyday city oper-

ations produce thousands of tons of municipal solid
waste, much of which ends up unsegregated in massive periph-
eral landfills. These overflowing dumping grounds foul the air,
contaminate local groundwater, and pose serious health hazards
to neighboring suburban communities. The traditional central-
ized model collecting mixed garbage and hauling it to distant
outskirts is environmentally unsustainable and fiscally wasteful.
Cities must transition immediately toward neighborhood-level,
decentralized waste management systems.

The foundation of any successful municipal waste system is
strict source segregation. When households and commercial
establishments separate wet organic waste, dry recyclables, and
hazardous materials at the point of generation, waste manage-
ment efficiency increases dramatically. Wet organic waste,
which accounts for over half of total urban refuse, can be pro-
cessed locally within ward boundaries using small-scale com-
posting facilities or bio-methanation plants. Converting organ-
ic waste into nutrient-rich compost or clean biogas dramatical-
ly reduces the volume of garbage hauled across the city, cutting
municipal transport fuel costs and carbon emissions.

A decentralized approach also empowers local communities
and elevates the dignified integration of informal waste pickers
into the formal civic workforce. Informal recycling networks
currently handle the vast majority of urban plastic and dry waste
recovery, yet workers labor in unsafe conditions for minimal
pay. By establishing neighborhood micro-recycling hubs, mu-
nicipal corporations can provide waste workers with safe pro-
cessing facilities, fair wages, protective equipment, and health-
care benefits. Integrating informal workers transforms waste
management into a social empowerment initiative.

- LATHA MOANNA

ﬁ s urban populations swell, public waste management has
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Maharashtra UCC
panel member quits,
flags work ethic

Mumbai
Former Bombay High
Court judge RC Chavan
has resigned from the
Maharashtra govern-
ment-appointed com-
mittee tasked with pre-
paring a draft for imple-
menting the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in the
state, citing differences
over the panel’s func-
tioning and the ap-
proach taken toits
work. Justice Chavan,
who retired as a Bom-
bay High Court judge in
2013, emailed his resig-
nation to committee
chairperson and retired
Supreme Court judge
Justice Ranjana Desai
on September 19.

Mahua Moitra goes to
Calcutta High Court
over egg attack

Kolkata
Lok Sabha MP Mahua
Moitra has moved the
Calcutta High Court, al-
leging police inaction
after eggs were thrown
at her during a visit to
her Krishnanagar con-
stituency in West Ben-
gal earlier this month. In
her plea, Moitra said the
September 16 incident
happened despite an
earlier interim order of
the high court directing
police to provide her se-
curity whenever she vis-
ited the constituency till
the end of September.
The court said the mat-
ter will be heard as per
the serial list.

' Sitharaman Calls for Quality-Led Growth

SITHARAMAN SAYS INDIA'S NEXT GROWTH PHASE MUST PRIORITISE QUALITY, RESILIENCE AND STRONGER
DOMESTIC CAPACITY AMID SHIFTING GLOBAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.

NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has said
India’s next phase of eco-
nomic growth must be built
around quality, reliability and
higher standards across busi-
nesses and institutions.
Addressing the 53rd Na-
tional Management Conven-
tion of the All India Manage-
ment Association in New
Delhi, Sitharaman said qual-
ity consciousness should be-
come a shared discipline
among management profes-
sionals and corporate leaders.

A MANAGEMENT s PLATI!
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She said every factory
floor, boardroom, service
centre and research and de-
velopment team must work
towards higher standards,
fewer defects and greater re-

“Quality consciousness” should
become a shared discipline across
products, processes, services and
institutions.”

—Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance
Minister

liability. The approach, she
said, should be embedded not
only in products but also in
processes, services and insti-
tutions.

Sitharaman also highlight-
ed the changing global eco-
nomic environment, saying
the world economy is passing

Global growth is below 3%,

India’s Q1 FY27 GDP growth
stood at 7.8%,

JCR upgraded India to A- with
stable outlook,

Country ceiling raised to A,

t?rough an unpredictable pE-
riod while global trade and
supply-chain structures are

undergoing significant shifts.
She said resilience in such
circumstances should not
mean economic isolationism.
Instead, India needs deeper
domestic capacity, fiscal
strength and industrial scale
so that external shocks can
be absorbed without disrupt-
ing national development.
The minister said global
economic growth is slowing
to below 3%, while India
continues to expand at
around 8%. Government data
released in September
showed India’s GDP grew
7.8% in the first quarter of

2026-27.

Sitharaman also pointed to
the recent sovereign rating
upgrade by Japan Credit Rat-
ing Agency. On September 2,
the agency raised India’s
long-term foreign- and lo-
cal-currency issuer ratings
from BBB+ to A-, retaining a
stable outlook, and raised the
country ceiling to A.

The minister said such de-
velopments reflect interna-
tional attention towards In-
dia’s economic fundamentals
as the country navigates an
uncertain global environ-
ment.

CJP Takes School Campalgn

BHUBANESHWAR

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) has taken its School Thik
Karo campaign to Odisha, with
co-convenor Saurav Das join-
ing the growing agitation over
errors in state school textbooks.

Das reached Bhubaneswar
and backed students protesting
against inaccuracies in text-
books prepared for Classes I to
VIII. He demanded the resigna-
tion of Odisha School and
Mass Education Minister Ni-
tyananda Gond, arguing that
responsibility should be fixed
for the lapses.The controversy
began after a review identified
1,678 errors across 55 newly
introduced textbooks for the
2026-27 academic session. The
mistakes included factual inac-
curacies, spelling and grammat-
ical errors, incorrect photo-
graphs and other contextual
problems. Class VIII books

accounted for 705 of the iden-
tified errors. Among the report-
ed mistakes were the identifica-
tion of Sir Isaac Newton as a
pilot, the use of a photograph of
Karnataka’s Legislative Assem-
bly as the Odisha Assembly,
and the placement of Odisha’s
Niyamgiri Hills in Jharkhand.
The Odisha government re-
sponded by ordering an inquiry
and subsequently taking disci-
plinary action against officials

involved in the textbook prepa-
ration process. Four officials
were suspended, while disci-
plinary proceedings were initi-
ated against six others, accord-
ing to reports. The government
has also moved towards cor-
recting the affected textbooks.
Earlier, officials said students
would use correction sheets
while revised editions were be-
ing prepared and distributed.
The CJP’s intervention comes

to Odisha

Odisha Textbook Row

m 1,678 errors were identi-
fied across 55 textbooks.

m Classes | to VIII were
affected.

m Class VIl recorded 705
errors.

m Government ordered an
inquiry and disciplinary
action.

m Revised textbooks are
being distributed after
corrections.

as the Nabnirman Yuva Chha-
tra Sangathan (NYCS) contin-
ues its agitation and has an-
nounced plans to gherao the
Odisha Assembly. The develop-
ments have kept the textbook
controversy active, combining
demands for corrections and
accountability with student-led
protests.

AAP asks how 58 firms got
registered at its Delhi headquarters

NEW DELHI

AAP leader Saurabh Bharad-
waj has alleged that 58 com-
panies were registered at the
party's national headquarters
address in New Delhi be-
tween July and September
2026, questioning how the
firms obtained government
approvals despite the premis-
es being allotted to the party.

Bharadwaj alleged that the
registrations were part of a
conspiracy to create a narra-
tive that the Aam Aadmi Party
was receiving hawala funds
and to damage its image
ahead of the Punjab Assembly
polls.

Bharadwaj said all 58 com-
panies had obtained GST reg-
istrations, questioning how
the firms were allowed to use
1 Canning Lane, the address
of AAP's national headquar-
ters.

"How were 58 companies
allowed to get registered at
the address which the govern-
ment allotted as a bungalow?"
Bharadwaj asked. He said the
companies were registered
between July and September
2026 and shared the names of
all 58 firms that, according to
him, used the AAP headquar-
ters address for registration.

Bharadwaj also questioned
the process through which the
companies obtained GST li-
cences, pointing out that GST
registration involves Aadhaar
authentication and, in certain
cases, physical verification.

The AAP leader questioned
how physical verification
could have been completed at
the party's national headquar-
ters without officials noticing
that the premises belonged to
AAP. For GST registration,
physical verification is re-
quired, and Aadhaar verifica-

tion is carried out. How was
this done at the national head-
quarters of AAP?" he asked.

He further questioned
whether the officials conduct-
ing the verification had not
noticed that there were no
business establishments or
boards of the 58 companies at
the address. Bharadwaj said
the Centre must explain how
the companies were registered
at the address and what the
purpose behind the registra-
tions was.

Bharadwaj alleged that the
registrations were intended to
create a false trail that could
later be used to accuse AAP
of receiving hawala money.
He claimed that the BJP could
have used the registrations to
build a narrative around al-
leged hawala funding, trigger-
ing an investigation and de-
faming AAP ahead of the
Punjab polls.

Months before Pak deal, Trump family-
linked US drone firm inked pact with India

NEW DELHI

Months before signing a
deal to supply drones to Pa-
kistan, US-based company
Powerus, which has close
ties to the sons of President
Donald Trump, had signed
an agreement with an Indian
firm to manufacture an-
ti-drone systems. The devel-
opment marks a rare in-
stance of India and Pakistan
having the same supplier for
military hardware.

In June, Powerus signed
an agreement with Mum-
bai-based Paras Defence and
Space Technologies to man-
ufacture and sell its 'Guard-
ian-1' interceptor drones in
India. As per regulatory fil-
ings by Paras, it entered into
an exclusive intellectual
property (IP) licensing
agreement with Tandem De-
fence LLC - a wholly owned
subsidiary of Powerus's par-
ent company, Autonomous

Power Corporation.

Simply put, the deal gives
Paras exclusive rights to
manufacture and sell the
Guardian-1 anti-drone sys-
tem in the domestic market.
In return, Paras has to pay
an upfront licence fee and
share a portion of the net
profits from sales in India
with Powerus. The Guard-
ian-1 is a high-speed, bat-
tery-powered counter-drone
system that can detect, track
and neutralise aerial threats.
It was designed to counter
one-way attack drones, loi-
tering munitions and drone
swarms.On its website,
Powerus specifically men-
tions that its Guardian-1 in-
terceptor is designed to
counter Iranian Shahed and
Geran drones. Both these
low-cost drones have been
used to great effect by Iran
and Russia in their conflicts
against the US and Ukraine,
respectively.

Survivor recounts abuse by Tamil Nadu granite baron Veeramani

CHENNAI

A POSCO case against
84-year-old granite baron R
Veeramani has widened into
one of Tamil Nadu's biggest
sexual abuse investigations,
with multiple women who
were allegedly abused when
they were minors being identi-
fied and questions being raised
over the handling of the origi-

nal police probe.

Veeramani, chairman of
GEM Group of Companies,
who has been described as
"Tamil Nadu's Epstein", was
arrested in late August and in-
vestigators are tracing a rented
house in Chennai that was al-
legedly used to sexually abuse
minor girls.One of the survi-
vors, Shanthi, who later be-
came an aide to the accused,

alleged in a statement accessed
by India Today TV that Veera-
mani began making sexual
advances towards her when
she was around 13 years old.
She alleged that Veeramani,
whom she knew as a close
family friend, would visit her
home under the pretext of
helping her family and gradu-
ally gained her trust by pre-
senting himself as a "godfa-

ther".

"I have know Veeramani
since my childhood as a close
family friend. He used to visit
my house on the pretext of
helping us on business fronts,"
Shanthi said."Since I was too
young, around 13 years old, I
was not mature enough to
foresee his bad intentions. I
was unknowingly becoming a
victim of his vicious sexual

advances," she alleged. Shan-
thi said Veeramani "started
acting like a godfather" to her
and allegedly exploited her
trust for his personal benefit
while making promises about
her future."l used to trust him
100 per cent and do everything
that he had asked me to do for
him, including arranging funds
through my known sources for
his financial needs," she said.

CLIMATE-RESILIENT WATER MANAGEMENT

Radhakrlshnan Calls for Coordmated Water Management

NEW DELHI

Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan on Tuesday inau-
gurated the ninth India Inter-
national Water Week 2026 in
New Delhi, calling for coor-
dinated and sustainable man-
agement of the country’s wa-
ter resources.Addressing the
event, Radhakrishnan stressed
the need for precise use and
conservation of water, saying
the challenges surrounding
water management cannot be
addressed by any single insti-
tution, sector or state working
in isolation.He described the
India International Water
Week as an important plat-

form for bringing stakehold-
ers together to deliberate on
emerging challenges in water
management. He called for
greater cooperation and a co-
ordinated approach involving
governments, experts, com-
munities and other stakehold-

ers.Radhakrishnan empha-
sised the importance of a
multi-stakeholder and
multi-dimensional framework
that combines technological
innovation, sound policy, sci-
entific knowledge, local expe-
rience and community partic-

ipation. He said cooperation
must also extend across ad-
ministrative and geographical
boundaries to ensure water
resources are managed sus-
tainably, equitably and effec-
tively.The Vice President
pointed to the growing impact
of climate change on rainfall
patterns, saying increasing un-
certainty requires systems ca-
pable of dealing with both ex-
cessive rainfall and prolonged
dry spells.He said river-basin
management, groundwater re-
charge, rainwater harvesting
and efficient irrigation should
function together as compo-
nents of an integrated wa-
ter-management strategy.Jal

Shakti Minister C R Patil also
highlighted the importance of
water conservation and said
the government remains com-
mitted to providing safe and
sufficient drinking water to
every citizen.Patil described
water as a shared resource and
said water security is therefore
a shared responsibility.

The five-day international
event is being held under the
theme “Climate Resilient Wa-
ter Management” and brings
together policymakers, global
water leaders, researchers,
practitioners, industry repre-
sentatives, civil society organ-
isations and young profession-
als.

Supreme Court rejects
plea challenging
provisions of SC/ST Act

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day dismissed a plea chal-
lenging the constitutional va-
lidity of provisions of the
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, includ-
ing those strengthened
through the 2018 amendment.
The court held that sufficient
safeguards already exist
against possible misuse of the
law and declined to reconsid-
er its earlier judgment uphold-
ing the amendment.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice of India Surya Kan,
Justice Joymala Bagchi and
Justice V Mohana was hear-
ing a petition filed by Bri-
jbhushan Saini. The plea al-
leged that provisions of the
SC/ST Act violate fundamen-
tal rights guaranteed under
Articles 14, 21 and 22 of the
Constitution and sought safe-
guards against arbitrary ar-
rests and alleged misuse of
the statute.

Articles 14, 21 and 22 col-
lectively safeguard
equality before law,
life and personal lib-
erty, and protections
against arbitrary ar-
rest and detention.
Appearing for the
petitioner, advocate
Hari Shankar Jain ar- ===
gued that the strin-

gent provisions of LTl

—

the SC/ST Act have resulted
in arrests and alleged mali-
cious prosecution.

He questioned the statutory
restrictions on anticipatory
bail and contended that the
provisions could encourage
the filing of false FIRs. Jain
also referred to the alleged
distribution of Rs 493 crore in
compensation under the SC/
ST Act and questioned the le-
gal basis for such payments.
He argued that such provi-
sions amounted to "reverse
discrimination" and were
"further creating a divide in
society".

The 2018 amendment was
enacted after the court's 2018
judgment in Dr Subhash
Kashinath Mahajan v State of
Maharashtra, which had intro-
duced safeguards including
preliminary inquiry and ap-
proval before arrest in certain
circumstances and held that
anticipatory bail could be
granted in appropriate cases.

Parliament subsequently
introduced Section 18A
through the 2018 amendment,
removing the re-
quirement of a
preliminary in-
quiry before reg-
istration of an
FIR, dispensing
with prior ap-
. proval for arrest
== and restoring the
K statutory bar on

| anticipatory bail.

Moral policing can be done
in decent, elegant fashion:
Bihar Minister’s shocker

PATNA

Bihar Minister and Jamui
MLA Shreyasi Singh raised
eyebrows while commenting
on the molestation and assault
of a boy and a girl in her con-
stituency. “Moral policing can
be done in a more decent and
elegant fashion,” Singh said
while speaking to India Today
TV as she condemned the in-
cident that has made national
headlines.

“Moral policing can be
done in a more decent and el-
egant fashion. But the way
they mishandled and mistreat-
ed the boy and girl together is
absolutely not tolerable,” the
35-year-old BJP leader and
former sports shooter said.

Her remarks came after a
viral video surfaced showing
the boy and the Class 10 girl
being confronted and ha-
rassed by a group of people
on a roadside in Jamui a few
days ago, triggering nation-
wide outrage. Asked to clarify
her remarks, Singh said peo-
ple could have an opinion
about how others chose to
live their lives, but there were

better ways to express such
views. “You can have an
opinion about how somebody
chooses to live their life and
what they want to do with it.
Maybe there is a better way to
do it. But the way they have
treated them is absolutely not
tolerable. The videos that
have come are shocking,” she
said.

Singh said she could not
understand how members of
the local community could
treat the minors in such a
manner. How can you treat a
boy and a girl of the society
that you are living in? They
must have known that this
boy and girl are kids from
Jammu. I can't fathom the fact
that they were treated this
badly by the people of the
community living there,” she
said.The minister also said
she would ensure that those
responsible could not escape
accountability. “To help curb
this (incident), I am going to
ensure from my side that
there is absolutely no loop-
hole for them to get out. This
incident needs to set a prece-
dent for the future,” she said.
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Sharjeel Imam Granted
Interim Bail to Attend
Cousin’s Wedding

New Delhi
A Delhi court has grant-
ed interim balil to jailed
student activist Sharjeel
Imam to attend his
cousin’s wedding, al-
lowing him temporary
release from October 4
to 10. The Karkardooma
Court granted the relief
to Imam, who is facing
prosecution in connec-
tion with the 2020
North-East Delhi riots
“larger conspiracy” case
registered under the Un-
lawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA)
and other penal provi-
sions. The interim bail
was granted to enable
him to attend the wed-
ding ceremonies of his
cousin during the speci-
fied period.

JSP Questions Bihar
Govt’s Crackdown on
Jamui Horror

Patna
Jan Suraaj Party (JSP)
founder and Bankipur
MLA Prashant Kishor
on Tuesday con-
demned the Jamui
molestation incident
that has sent shock-
waves across Bihar
and beyond, and
questioned why the
government was fo-
cusing more on taking
action against social
media handles that
circulated the video
of the incident, in-
stead of cracking
down on the main
culprits.

'India, Japan Deepen Defence Cooperation

INDIA AND JAPAN DISCUSSED DEEPER DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION, JOINT EXERCISES AND
ECONOMIC-SECURITY TIES DURING A JAPANESE PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION’S VISIT TO NEW DELHI.

India-Japan Ties In Defence

m Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh met Japanese
LDP delegation leader Taro Kono.

NEW DELHI

India and Japan on Tuesday
discussed ways to strengthen
bilateral defence technology
cooperation, joint military
exercises and regional secu-
rity collaboration, with both
sides stressing the impor-
tance of peace and stability
in the Indo-Pacific.

The discussions took place
during a meeting between
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh and a visiting
delegation of Japanese par-
liamentarians from the Liber-
al Democratic Party (LDP),
led by Taro Kono, in New
Delhi.

According to the Ministry
of Defence, the two sides

held a productive exchange
of views on expanding de-
fence technology collabora-
tion, conducting joint exer-
cises and enhancing regional
security cooperation.

The Japanese delegation’s

visit is part of the India-Ja-
pan Distinguished Visitors
Programme, which ran from
September 18 to 22. The del-
egation also included Kenji
Nakanishi, Deputy Chairper-
son of the LDP Policy Re-

m Talks focused on defence technology, joint exercises

and Indo-Pacific security

m Delegation highlighted India’s manufacturing and deep-

tech growth.

m Both sides discussed supply-chain resilience and eco-

nomic security.

m India-Japan partnership seen as important for Indo-Pa-

cific stability.

search Council; Karen Mak-
ishima, Acting Director of
the LDP International Bu-
reau; and Sakon Yamamoto.
On Monday, the delegation
met Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and discussed

the broader trajectory of bi-
lateral relations. Areas in-
cluded defence, economic
security, supply-chain resil-
ience, trade and investment,
technology, innovation and
people-to-people ties.

The Japanese parliamentar-
ians also noted developments
in India’s deep-tech, entre-
preneurship, research and
innovation ecosystem, while
recognising the country’s ex-
panding manufacturing capa-
bilities and economic growth.

Both sides also discussed
the need for a stronger eco-
nomic-security partnership to
support supply-chain resil-
ience and de-risking efforts.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said India and Japan
reaffirmed the importance of
their Special Strategic and
Global Partnership as a foun-
dation for political trust, mu-
tual goodwill and a shared
strategic outlook in the In-
do-Pacific.

21 States Sign UDAN

NEW DELHI

As many as 21 states and
Union Territories have signed
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) with the
Civil Aviation Ministry under
the next phase of the UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme, Civil Aviation Min-
ister Rammohan Naidu said
on Tuesday.

Speaking at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, Naidu de-
scribed UDAN as one of the
country’s most transforma-
tive aviation initiatives,
aimed at expanding regional
air connectivity and making
air travel more accessible
across India.

The minister said the gov-

Twenty-one states and Union Ter-

ritories have signed MoUs as India

expands regional connectivity un-
derthe next decade of UDAN.

ernment has extended the
UDAN scheme for another
10 years and plans to con-
struct 100 new airports and
200 modern helipads nation-
wide. The next phase is ex-
pected to facilitate travel for
four crore UDAN passen-
gers.

Naidu said more than 80
airports have been developed
over the past decade under
the modified UDAN pro-
gramme, providing afford-
able air travel opportunities
to nearly 1.54 crore passen-

UDAN Next Phase

100 new airports planned

200 modern helipads targeted

Four crore UDAN passengers tar-
geted

Airport construction timeline tar-
geted at 18 months

gers.The event also saw the
launch of the Challenge
Mode under the next phase,
along with the release of bid-
ding documents. Under this
model, airport projects will
be prioritised and fast-

MoUs

tracked, with the government
targeting an 18-month con-
struction timeline compared
with the earlier average of
two to three years.Naidu said
India’s aviation sector cur-
rently supports more than
seven million jobs, a figure
expected to exceed 20 mil-
lion by 2040.The minister
also announced that Viability
Gap Funding support would
be provided on a tapered ba-
sis, with assistance extended
from three years to five
years.He urged states to work
closely with smaller airlines
and explore partnerships and
regional models to expand
connectivity and encourage
the growth of new airlines.

India-US Trade Talks
Move Ahead

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday said negotia-
tions between India and
the United States on a bi-
lateral trade agreement
were “moving fast” and
in a “good direction”,
while declining to dis-
close details of the dis-
cussions.

The talks are taking
place as India assesses
the implications of a new
US law giving President
Donald Trump authority
to impose tariffs of up to
100% on countries pur-
chasing Russian oil and
gas. The legislation in-
cludes major buyers such
as India and China.

The tariffs are not auto-
matic and would depend
on decisions taken under
the law.

Goyal said that India
would first study the de-
tails and potential impli-
cations of the legislation
before discussing the is-
sue at an appropriate
time.

India and the US have
continued negotiations
on their proposed Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement,
with officials from both
sides remaining engaged.

Earlier discussions
have covered areas in-

cluding market access,

digital trade, sup-
ply-chain resilience,
non-tariff barriers and
strategic-sector coopera-
tion.

Goyal is expected to
hold discussions with US
Trade Representative Ja-
mieson Greer during the
G20 Trade Ministerial in
Milwaukee later this
month.

Meanwhile, India’s
merchandise trade deficit
narrowed to $26.86 bil-
lion in August from
$27.20 billion a year ear-
lier, according to official
data reported by Reuters.

Merchandise exports
rose strongly during the
month, while engineering
goods, petroleum prod-
ucts, chemicals and tex-
tiles contributed to ex-
port growth.

The developments
come as India seeks to
expand export opportuni-
ties while navigating
changing global trade
and tariff conditions.

NEW DELHI

India and the Organisation of
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) on Tuesday
agreed on the importance of
strengthening energy coopera-
tion, with discussions focusing
on oil market stability, energy
security and investment across
the global petroleum industry.
The high-level meeting was co-
chaired by Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri and OPEC Secre-
tary General Haitham Al Ghais.
According to an official state-
ment, the two sides reviewed
short-, medium- and long-term
energy market outlooks and

discussed India’s growing im-
portance to global economic
expansion and energy demand.
Puri appreciated OPEC’s ef-
forts to promote stability and
transparency in global energy
markets amid geopolitical un-
certainty and market volatility.
He called for closer coopera-

Salim Dola’s Arrest Forces

Haji Salim Cartel To Go Low-
Key, Shift Routes

NEW DELHI

The arrest and subsequent
extradition of Salim Dola
is among the biggest
blows dealt by Indian
agencies to the Dawood
Ibrahim-Haji Salim nar-
cotics cartel.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre has
embarked on a mission to
make India drug-free, and
even as new challenges
crop up, the agencies have
mostly got the better of
these cartels.

Dola’s arrest led to a
massive disruption in the
global supply chain.

While this affected the
Dawood Syndicate, it also
dealt a blow to Haji Salim,
who is in charge of opera-
tions relating to South In-
dia.

An official said that fol-
lowing Dole’s arrest, Haji
Salim has been re-strate-
gising his South India op-
erations.

“He and his men are no
longer operating with the
audacity that they used to.

They are aware that the
agencies are on their trail
and hence they have delib-
erately kept the operations
low-key,” the official said.

An Intelligence Bureau

India, OPEC Deepen Energy Cooperation

tion between India and OPEC
to support a balanced, stable
and predictable global energy
market. The minister described
the relationship between India
and OPEC as naturally comple-
mentary and mutually benefi-
cial, while stressing the impor-
tance of India’s longstanding

official said that the big-
gest shift that one is wit-
nessing is the change in
the landing points for the
narcotics.

Even the quantities
have declined significant-
ly, with narcotics now be-
ing brought in smaller
consignments.

“At their peak, the Haji
Salim-led networks would
smuggle in consignments
which would be to the
tune of 2,000 to 5,000 kg.

Now the quantities have
deliberately been reduced
to avoid scrutiny,” the of-
ficial said.

Another official said
that the Haji Salim net-
work is relying on the old-
er styles of smuggling that
can help evade the securi-

ty agencies.

They have chosen
coastal areas, which fea-
ture complex terrain, to
smuggle drugs.

For instance, there is a
lot of reliance on the
coastal areas in Vedara-
nyam and Nagapattinam
owing to the complex ter-
rain.

Here, the Haji Salim
gang has managed to use
the small boats to smuggle
the contraband.

These boats can mix
with the local maritime
traffic and are able to
avoid detection to a large
extent, the official said.
However, the consign-
ments are of smaller quan-
tity here, the official also
added.

engagement with OPEC mem-
ber countries.He said India, as
one of the world’s fastest-grow-
ing major economies, would
remain a major driver of global
energy demand in the coming
decades. He also underlined the
need for sustained produc-
er-consumer dialogue to support
investment, strengthen energy
resilience and ensure reliable
supplies.Al Ghais said dialogue
with India was a priority for
OPEC, citing the country’s
growing importance in the glob-
al energy landscape. He also
highlighted the 11-year history
of the OPEC-India Energy Dia-
logue, launched in New Delhi in
2015.The two sides agreed to

hold the eighth High-Level
Meeting of the OPEC-India En-
ergy Dialogue in Vienna at a
mutually convenient date.

Hardeep Singh Puri:

“A sustained dialogue be-
tween producers and consumers
is essential to support invest-
ment, strengthen energy resil-
ience and ensure reliable energy
supplies for global growth and
development.”

Haitham Al Ghais:

“Dialogue with India is a pri-
ority for OPEC because we rec-
ognise India’s importance with-
in the current global energy
landscape.”

CM Yogi Distributes
Appointment Letters to 3,567
Teachers, Principals in Lucknow

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
distributed appointment let-
ters to 3,567 selected teachers
and principals appointed
through Uttar Pradesh Educa-
tion Service Selection Com-
mission for various posts in
secondary schools.

The appointments include
principals, headmasters, lec-
turers (PGT) and assistant
teachers (TGT). The appoint-
ment letters were distributed
at the Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan in Lucknow.

Addressing the gathering,
Yogi Adityanath congratulat-
ed the newly appointed teach-
ers and principals and their
families on the occasion.

“I wholeheartedly congrat-
ulate all of you on becoming
a part of the Uttar Pradesh
Secondary Education Depart-
ment. I also congratulate your
teachers, parents and all your
family members on this occa-
sion,” he said.

The Chief Minister said that
the newly appointed teachers
would have a significant role
in shaping the future of stu-
dents through guidance and
mentorship.

“As I told you, if each
teacher among you interacts

with 100 students every year,
then 3,567 teachers means
you will interact with more
than 3.5 lakh children in a
year. This means you have the
ability to guide them. Your
guidance and mentorship will
lay the foundation for a new
India,” he said.

Recalling India’s historical
educational legacy, Yogi Adi-
tyanath said the country was
considered a “Vishwaguru”
when it was home to presti-
gious centres of learning such
as Takshashila and Nalanda.

“India has this heritage
from a very long time. There
is a need to identify it and un-
derstand it,” he said.

He said the government
could create an environment
for setting up industries and
facilitate their establishment,
but innovation and employ-
ment would ultimately de-
pend on the students trained
by teachers.

“The government can build
laboratories, but whether
those laboratories conduct ex-
cellent research and prepare
students for it will be decided
by the students trained by
you,” he said. The Chief Min-
ister also stressed the impor-
tance of specialised training
for those entering the teaching
profession.

Kolkata Police arrest four
over Bhangar clashes

KOLKATA

Four persons were arrested in
two separate cases registered
by the Kolkata Police on
Tuesday morning, in connec-
tion with the major violence
that broke out recently, in two
phases within a college cam-
pus at Bhangar in the south-
ern outskirts of Kolkata.

The four arrested persons
have been identified as Rabiul
Zama Sheikh, Akhtar Ali
Molla, Rabiul Mistry and
Aslam Habib. Although orig-
inally, Bhangar, being under
the administrative jurisdiction
of the South 24 Parganas dis-
trict, was under the jurisdic-
tion of the West Bengal Po-
lice, towards the closing quar-
ters of the previous Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool Con-
gress regime, it was brought
under the law & order juris-
diction of Kolkata Police.

The root of the tension at
Bhangar College, which is lo-
cated at a thoroughly minori-
ty-dominated area in South 24
Parganas district, broke out
after the state Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) spokesman,
Sayantan Basu, who is the
president of the managing
committee of Bhangar Col-

lege, reached the college cam-
pus for administrative func-
tioning.

The activists of the
CPI(M)’s students’ wing, Stu-
dents’ Federation of India
(SFI), started protesting over
Basu’s visit to the campus.
Soon the activists of the Akh-
il Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parish-
ad (ABVP) also reached the
spot, following which mas-
sive altercations broke out
between the two students’
groups, which ultimately led
to two rounds of clashes be-
tween the two groups.

A huge contingent reached
the spot and somehow
brought the situation under
control. Now, on Tuesday
morning, the cops have arrest-
ed four individuals in connec-
tion with the clashes.

Its is learnt that that the po-
lice registered a suo motu
case in the mater at Bhangar
Police station in relation to
which Rabiul Mistry and Ra-
biul Zaman Sheikh were ar-
restedThere are multiple
charges against them includ-
ing illegal assembly, illegal
entry into the college, and ob-
structing the president of the
management committee, said
a city police insider.
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Stock markets
rise as global cues,
crudeaid

MUMBAI
Indian stock markets
opened higher on Tuesday,
tracking gains across glob-
al markets and easing
crude oil prices. The
30-share BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 42.51 points to
74,901.50 in early trade,
while the NSE Nifty gained
39,75 points to 23,454.05.
Later, the Sensex was
trading 115.62 points higher
at 74,974.61, while the Nifty
rose 40.50 points to
23,455.60. The positive
movement followed a rally
in global markets and a
decline in crude oil prices,
supporting sentiment
among investors. The
benchmarks maintained
their gains during early
trading as market partici-
pants responded to fa-
vourable global cues and
lower oil prices. The Sen-
sex and Nifty remained in
positive territory, with in-
vestors tracking interna-
tional market trends and
movements in crude prices
for further direction during
the session.

Gold falls
Rs 1,500 in Delhi,
silver steady

NEW DELHI
Gold prices fell Rs 1,500
for the second consecutive
session to Rs 1,54,900 per
10 grams in Delhi on Tues-
day, amid weak global
trends and a stronger US
dollar. Silver prices re-
mained unchanged at Rs
2.42 |lakh per kilogram.
Traders attributed the de-
cline in gold to hawkish re-
marks from US Federal Re-
serve officials and expec-
tations that interest rates
could remain elevated for
an extended period. In
global markets, spot gold
and silver prices traded
nearly 1 per cent lower at
USD 4,315.09 and USD
65.50 per ounce, respec-
tively. Falling oil prices pro-
vided some support to
gold by easing inflation
concerns, while investors
awaited key US economic
data for further clues on
the Federal Reserve’s
monetary policy.

Sensex, Nifty
rise amid global
market rally

MUMBAI
Indian benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty traded
higher in early trade on
Tuesday, supported by
gains in global markets
and easing crude oil pric-
es. The Sensex rose 42.51
points to 74,901.50, while
the Nifty gained 39.75
points to 23,454.05. Later,
the Sensex was up 115.62
points at 74,974.61 and
the Nifty advanced 40.50
points to 23,455.60.
HDFC Bank, Adani Ports,
Eternal, InterGlobe Avia-
tion, Maruti and Asian
Paints were among the
gainers, while HCL Tech-
nologies, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, TCS and Sun
Pharma declined. Asian
markets also traded high-
er, while US markets end-
ed significantly stronger
on Monday. Brent crude
was trading 0.80 per cent
higher at USD 101.10 per
barrel.

India set for majordata
centre expansion

More than 70 per cent of India’s data centre capacity
is expected to be built within five years, driven by Al,
storage and enterprise demand.

NEW DELHI

More than 70 per cent of In-
dia’s data centre infrastruc-
ture capacity is expected to
be built over the next five to
six years, driven by demand
for local data storage, artifi-
cial intelligence workloads
and enterprise applications,
Microsoft India & South Asia
President Puneet Chandok
said.

Chandok said the expan-
sion will be supported by
growing requirements for Al
inferencing and infrastructure
needed to run tools built on
frontier artificial intelligence
reasoning and language mod-
els. Rising demand for local
data storage is also expected
to contribute to the country’s
data centre growth over the
coming years.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the Microsoft Al Infra-
structure Summit in New

10 :
“ “More than 70 per cent of

India’s data centre infrastructure
capacity will be built over the
next five to six years.”
—Puneet Chandok, President,
Microsoft India

Delhi on Monday, Chandok
said upcoming data centres in
India would need to establish
high environmental stan-
dards. He said the facilities
should focus on developing
green infrastructure with
net-zero water consumption.

According to Chandok,
companies operating across
the data centre ecosystem
will need to address water
use as capacity expands. He
said the industry should find

ways to replenish and return
significantly more water to
the ecosystem than it con-
sumes each year. This ap-
proach, he indicated, would
be important as India devel-
ops a large amount of new
data centre infrastructure.

The projected expansion
comes as India’s technology
ecosystem faces increasing
requirements for computing
infrastructure and locally
stored data. The next five to
six years are therefore ex-
pected to see a substantial
build-out of capacity, with Al
workloads and data localisa-
tion among the key factors
shaping investment and in-
frastructure development.
Chandok said the new facili-
ties should combine techno-
logical capability with envi-
ronmental responsibility as
India strengthens its position
in the global data centre
landscape.

IGL launches automated CNG
cylinder safety checks

NEW DELHI

Indraprastha Gas Limited
has introduced an Automat-
ed Vehicle Verification Sys-
tem at 10 CNG retail outlets
to strengthen safety compli-
ance and identify vehicles
carrying cylinders with in-
valid or expired hydro-test
certifications.

The system uses high-res-
olution cameras to read ve-
hicle registration plates as
vehicles enter the forecourt.
An artificial intelligence ap-
plication then matches regis-
tration details with CNG
cylinder records and checks
certification information
available through the Petro-
leum and Explosives Safety
Organisation online portal.
Alerts are generated in real
time through handheld ter-
minals, LED boards and
public address systems when
vehicles fail compliance
checks.

The automated process is
being used alongside manual
inspections at IGL stations.
Staff check paper certifi-
cates before fuelling, while

Initiative in focus

10 outlets: Automated checks in-
troduced across Delhi.

Al verification: Matches vehicles
with cylinder records.

Instant alerts: Flags invalid or ex-
pired certificates.

Safety first: Non-compliant vehi-
cles may be denied CNG.

Future expansion: System to
reach more stations.

company officers conduct
field inspections to ensure
attendants dispense CNG
only after valid documenta-
tion has been established.
IGL said the system reduces
dependence on manual mon-
itoring and creates cen-
tralised, traceable compli-
ance checks across stations.

Under Rule 35, Sub-rule

(1) of the Gas Cylinders
(Amended) Rules, 2025, ve-
hicular CNG cylinders must
undergo hydrostatic testing
every three years at testing
centres certified by PESO.
Vehicles that do not meet the
requirement can be denied
fuel until owners provide
updated testing certificates.

IGL said the initiative
forms part of a wider digital
safety framework and that
certification information
could eventually be integrat-
ed with vehicle-related data-
bases, subject to the applica-
ble regulatory framework.
The company also said the
automated system will be ex-
panded to its wider regional
station network, while con-
tinuing efforts to strengthen
safety standards for custom-
ers and personnel at CNG
stations. The deployment is
designed to make checks
more systematic and technol-
ogy-enabled, while providing
faster identification of certi-
fication issues before vehi-
cles are allowed to receive
CNG at participating outlets
in Delhi.

Microsoft Xbox to cut hundreds
of jobs amid restructuring

SEATTLE

Microsoft’s Xbox is preparing
to cut hundreds of jobs this
week as the gaming division
moves ahead with a major re-
structuring aimed at stream-
lining operations and return-
ing to growth, according to a
report by The Information
citing an unnamed source.

The company is also plan-
ning changes across some of
its gaming studios as part of
the restructuring. Xbox has
not formally confirmed or de-
nied the reported job cuts.
The developments come after
new CEO Asha Sharma an-
nounced plans to reorganise
the business and reduce its
workforce.

Sharma, who took over as
Xbox CEO, has been pushing
the division to improve its
performance and return to
growth by the end of Micro-
soft’s 2027 financial year. On

Xbox is preparing to cut
hundreds of jobs amid a
major restructuring
aimed at streamlining
operations and returning
the gaming division to
growth.

July 6, she described the
changes as the “most signifi-
cant restructure in XBOX his-
tory” in a post on X.

The latest reported job cuts
add to a series of changes at
Microsoft’s gaming business
as it seeks to make its opera-
tions more efficient. The re-
structuring is expected to af-
fect employees across parts of

the Xbox organisation, al-
though the exact number and
teams involved have not been
officially disclosed.

Microsoft has been working
to reshape its gaming opera-
tions following significant
investments in the sector.
Xbox’s leadership is now fo-
cusing on controlling costs,
simplifying its structure and
improving growth prospects.
However, details of the latest
workforce reduction remain
limited until the company
makes an official announce-
ment.

The reported cuts come as
Xbox continues to review its
studios and business opera-
tions under Sharma’s leader-
ship. Any further details re-
garding the number of affect-
ed employees, specific studios
or the timing of the changes
are expected to emerge after
Microsoft formally communi-
cates its plans.

State revenues seen rising
9-11% in fiscal 2027

MUMBAI

Revenue growth across 18
large Indian states is expect-
ed to accelerate to 9-11 per
cent in fiscal 2027, supported
by stronger Goods and Ser-
vices Tax collections and
higher tax devolution from
the Centre, Crisil Ratings
said on Tuesday.

The states, accounting for
more than 90 per cent of In-
dia’s gross state domestic
product, are projected to re-
cord combined revenue of
more than Rs 44 lakh crore in
fiscal 2027, compared with
around 8 per cent growth es-
timated last fiscal. GST is ex-
pected to remain the driver,
with state GST revenue pro-
jected to rise 12-13 per cent.

State GST collections have
increased 16 per cent year-on-
year in the five months ended
August 31, 2026. Integrated
GST collections from imports
rose nearly 30 per cent,
helped by electronics, ma-
chinery, gold and fertilisers.
Crisil expects the pace to
moderate in the second half as
commodity prices stabilise
and currency volatility eases.

Tax devolution from the
Centre is expected to rise 11-
12 per cent this fiscal, provid-
ing a boost to state revenues.
Among own-tax sources, li-
quor revenue is projected to

‘b “We expect states’ GST
revenue to rise 12-13%, supported
by resilient domestic
consumption and robust import-
linked collections.”

—Anuj Sethi, Senior Director,
Crisil Ratings

grow 7-8 per cent, petro-
leum-tax revenue 4-5 per cent
and other own-tax revenue,
led by stamp duties, 6-7 per
cent. Overall own-tax revenue
is expected to grow 9-10 per
cent.

Crisil expects grants-in-aid
to increase 6-7 per cent and
non-tax revenue, driven large-
ly by mining royalties, to
grow 9-10 per cent. The pro-
jections assume nominal GDP
growth of 13 per cent in fiscal
2027. Global uncertainty, in-
flationary pressures, changing
consumption patterns and
compliance with grant-related
conditions remain risks. Cris-
il Senior Director Anuj Sethi
said GST revenue would be
supported by resilient domes-
tic consumption and robust
import-linked collections,
while GST 2.0 should im-
prove revenue buoyancy.

Parag Milk
Foods plans 2100
crore paneer
expansion

MUMBAI

Parag Milk Foods will invest
around X100 crore to expand
its paneer manufacturing ca-
pacity by 60 metric tonnes per
day at its facilities in Man-
char, Maharashtra, and Pala-
maner, Andhra Pradesh.

The expansion will increase
the company’s overall paneer
production capacity from the
current 20 MT per day to 80
MT per day. The expanded
facilities will manufacture
both regular and high-protein
paneer and are expected to be
commissioned by June 2027.

Paneer is one of Parag Milk
Foods’ flagship categories,
with the company saying the
segment has grown 28 per
cent annually over the past
two years. Value-added prod-
ucts account for more than 90
per cent of the company’s
turnover, according to the
statement.

The company said the ca-
pacity expansion will support
wider pan-India distribution
and make its paneer products
available through more distri-
bution channels. It also aims
to strengthen its presence in
the value-added dairy seg-
ment through increased pro-
duction and a broader product
range.

Rupeerises 20 paise, closes at 95.58

MUMBAI

The rupee strengthened by 20 paise to close at 95.58 (provision-
al) against the US dollar on Tuesday, supported by a sharp decline
in crude oil prices and improved global risk sentiment.

Forex traders said the domestic currency gained as Brent crude,
the global oil benchmark, fell amid hopes of diplomatic efforts
to resolve the US-Iran conflict. Lower crude prices eased con-
cerns over India’s import costs and supported sentiment in the
currency market. Brent crude was trading 1.14 per cent lower at
$99.20 per barrel in futures trade. The decline followed reports
that Iran could reopen the Strait of Hormuz within seven days if
the United States lifts its port blockade and reduces military pres-
sure around the strategic waterway.

The rupee’s appreciation came as traders responded to devel-
opments surrounding the conflict and expectations of possible
diplomatic talks. The movement in crude prices remained a key
factor behind the currency’s stronger close, while broader global
risk sentiment also improved during the session.

The rupee ended at 95.58 against the US dollar, compared with
its previous close, gaining 20 paise. Traders continued to monitor
developments around the Strait of Hormuz, where any easing of
tensions could influence oil supplies and global markets.

Market participants are expected to closely track crude prices
and developments surrounding the US-Iran conflict for further
direction in the currency market. Changes around the strategic
waterway could affect global crude supplies and currency senti-

ment in coming sessions.

Gadkari urges futuristic technology to transform agriculture

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari on Tuesday called for
futuristic technology and vi-
sion to make agriculture
economically viable, urging
sugar mills to diversify into
bio-energy and other val-
ue-added products.

Speaking at the National
Efficiency Awards ceremony
hosted by the National Fed-
eration of Cooperative Sugar
Factories, Gadkari said
standalone sugar production
was no longer economically
viable amid global market
conditions and higher do-
mestic costs. He urged mills
to expand into compressed
bio-gas (CBG), ethanol,
bio-manure and sustainable
aviation fuel.

India produces 300-350
lakh tonnes of sugar against

er ot State ot Col
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domestic consumption of
280-300 lakh tonnes, result-
ing in depressed prices.
Gadkari said sugar produc-
tion costs in India stood at
Rs 33-34 per kg, compared
with Rs 23 per kg in Brazil.
He said diversification could
eventually enable mills to
pay farmers up to Rs 6,000
per tonne of sugarcane,
against the current Rs 4,000.

Gadkari highlighted the
potential of agricultural
waste for CBG production,
noting that Punjab and Hary-

India, OPEC deepen dialogue on energy stability

NEW DELHI

India and the Organisation
of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) held their
seventh High-Level Energy
Dialogue on Tuesday, focus-
ing on oil market stability,
energy security and the need
for timely investment across
the petroleum industry.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri and OPEC
Secretary General Haitham
Al Ghais. The two sides re-

viewed short-, medium- and
long-term energy outlooks,
with discussions centred on
India’s expanding role in
global economic growth and
rising energy demand.

Puri described India’s re-
lationship with OPEC as
complementary and mutual-
ly beneficial, while stressing
the importance of continued
cooperation between pro-
ducers and consumers. He
said sustained dialogue was
needed to support invest-
ment, strengthen energy re-
silience and ensure reliable

energy supplies for global
growth and development.

The minister also appreci-
ated OPEC’s efforts to pro-
mote stability and transpar-
ency amid geopolitical un-
certainty and market volatil-
ity. Al Ghais said engage-
ment with India was a prior-
ity for OPEC because of the
country’s growing impor-
tance in the global energy
landscape. He noted that the
OPEC-India Energy Dia-
logue, launched in New Del-
hi in 2015, had now com-
pleted 11 years.

CBG PUSH: KEY
NUMBERS AT A

GLANCE

m CBG plants: 1,908 regis-
tered; 132 operational

m CBG potential: 50,000
tonnes/day

m Procurement price:
3106/kg

m Rural boost: 2.5 lakh
crore

m Jobs: Up to 15 lakhs

m Farmer payment:
%6,000/tonne target

ana generate 220 lakh tonnes
of paddy stubble. He said
five tonnes of stubble can
produce one tonne of CBG,

offering an alternative to
stubble burning while creat-
ing rural economic opportu-
nities. Of 1,908 CBG plants
registered nationwide, 132
are already operational,
while national potential
stands at 50,000 tonnes per
day.

The minister said current
CBG production was only
about two per cent of poten-
tial and noted a fixed pro-
curement price of Rs 106
per kg. He said the initiative
could inject Rs 2.5 lakh
crore into the rural economy
and create up to 15 lakh
jobs. Gadkari also urged the
sector to adopt artificial in-
telligence, precision farming
and agricultural drones to
reduce input costs and im-
prove crop yields and create
a stronger rural economic
base.

PhonePe secures UAE payment licences, plans Aani

MUMBAI

Fintech major PhonePe has
received in-principal approval
for two payment licences in
the UAE and plans to support
the country’s domestic pay-
ment systems, Aani and Jay-
wan, ahead of its commercial
launch.

The Central Bank of the
UAE has granted in-principal
approval for Retail Payment
Services and Card Schemes
and Stored Value Facilities
licences. PhonePe said it
plans to explore opportunities

to support Aani and Jaywan
through its full-stack technol-
ogy platform.

The Bengaluru-based com-
pany is awaiting final regula-
tory approvals before begin-
ning commercial operations
in the UAE. The licences
would enable PhonePe to of-

fer consumer payment instru-
ments such as wallets and gift
cards, as well as electronic
payment acceptance infra-
structure for merchants.
PhonePe is India’s largest
UPI app, with more than 700
million registered users and
50 million merchants. The
UAE will mark the compa-
ny’s first international market.
PhonePe currently enables
Indian travellers in the UAE
to scan local QR codes and
make instant payments across
NEOPAY and Network Inter-
national terminals through its

partnership with NPCI Inter-
national Payments Limited.

The company said its UAE
strategy will focus on deeper
ecosystem integration and
collaboration with regional
banks, licensed payment ser-
vice providers and local tech-
nology vendors. PhonePe
said this would support the
UAE’s cashless economy.
The company’s UAE expan-
sion comes after it temporar-
ily paused its initial public
offering plans in March amid
regional conflict and height-
ened market volatility.
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Studentopensfie
outsideschoolin Turkey,
11 pupils wounded

ANKARA
A student opened fire in
front of their high school in
Turkey's western province
of Manisa early on Tues-
day, wounding at least 11
other pupils, Justice Minis-
ter Akin Gurlek said. Two of
the wounded were in a
critical condition, Gurlek
said. The assailant was
caught and their mother,
father, and grandfather —
who owned the weapon
used in the attack have
been detained, the minis-
ter added. “When the se-
curity of our children is the
issue, it is not possible for
any negligence, any irre-
sponsibility to be over-
looked,” the minister said
onX.

Russia strikes
Ukraine industrial
sites, killing four

Kyiv
Russia hit Ukraine’s indus-
trial heartland overnight,
killing four, while an attack
in the north cut power sup-
ply to thousands, Ukrainian
officials said on Tuesday.
Moscow has escalated its
air war, striking economic
targets from businesses
and ports to logistics hubs
as frontline fighting has
largely stalled more than
4-1/2 years into the war
triggered by Russia’s full-
scale invasion in February
2022. Moscow simultane-
ously hit industrial enter-
prises in the cities of Dni-
pro, Kryvyi Rih and Pav-
lohrad in the southeastern
region of Dnipropetrovsk,
regional governor Oleksan-
dr Hanzha said on the Tel-
egram messaging app.

Trump’s White House
media ban faces long
odds in court

NEW YORK
US President Donald
Trump’s decision to bar
CNN, MS NOW and Politi-
co from the White House
has triggered a legal battle,
with the three news organ-
isations arguing that the
move violates their consti-
tutional rights. Trump an-
nounced the ban after crit-
icising their coverage as
“fake news.” Legal experts
say the government may
face constitutional limits
on excluding journalists
based on the content or
viewpoint of their report-
ing. The White House
maintains that access is a
privilege and says the out-
lets can continue reporting
from outside the complex.
CNN, MS NOW and Politico
filed a lawsuit in Washing-
ton, alleging violations of
First Amendment press
protections and Fifth
Amendment due-process
rights. They are seeking a
temporary restraining order
restoring their White House
access. US District Judge
Timothy Kelly, who previ-
ously ordered restoration
of CNN reporter Jim Acos-
ta’s press credential in
2018, is handling the case.

Russia Backs Wider

UN Council, Veto

Russia supports expanding permanent membership of
the UN Security Council but wants veto powers retained,
opposing Turkey’s call to abolish both arrangements.

I ol

MOSCOWwW

Russia believes the United
Nations Security Council
should expand its number of
permanent members beyond
the current five, while retain-
ing the veto power held by
those members, the Kremlin
said on Tuesday.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov made the comments in
response to questions from
reporters about Turkish Pres-
ident Tayyip Erdogan’s call
for the abolition of both per-
manent membership and the
veto system.

Russia has supported re-
forms to the Security Council
but has maintained that the
institution of permanent
members and their veto rights
are important parts of the UN
structure.

“At the same time, we be-
lieve that the institution of
permanent members of the
Security Council, as well as
the right of veto, are very im-
portant elements of the entire
structure of the United Na-
tions,” Peskov said.

The Security Council cur-
rently has 15 members, in-
cluding five permanent mem-
bers — Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United
States — that possess veto
power. The remaining 10
members are elected for two-
year terms.

Erdogan has repecatedly
criticised the current struc-
ture, arguing that the five per-
manent members do not ade-
quately represent the interna-
tional community and that the
veto can prevent the council
from taking swift decisions.

His latest call seeks a fun-
damental restructuring by re-
moving both permanent mem-
bership and veto powers.

Russia’s position instead

Russia suggested that UN
Security Council should add

new permanent members:

* Russia backs expansion
of permanent membership.

* Moscow wants the veto
system retained.

* Erdogan has called for
both to be abolished.

* Five countries currently
hold permanent seats and
veto power.

* UN Security Council
reform remains a broader
international debate.

favours adding more perma-
nent members while preserv-
ing the existing veto arrange-
ment.

The debate comes as world
leaders gather in New York
for the UN General Assembly,
where reform of the interna-
tional organisation remains
among broader discussions
about its role in addressing
global crises.

As gangs gain influence, Brazil
seeks to shield election

RIO DE JANEIRO

Brazil has opened a new front
against organized crime to
keep candidates suspected of
criminal ties off the ballot at
October's general election in
what experts say is an unprec-
edented effort in Latin Amer-
ican politics.

But, by targeting politicians
who have not been convicted
of any crime, the campaign is
raising questions from some
experts and targeted candi-
dates over whether electoral
authorities are stretching the
limits of existing law and
risking violations of due pro-
cess.

"Interference in the elec-
tion, in the people's democrat-
ic vote, whether political or
judicial, leads to a dictator-

ship," said center-right con-
gressional candidate Clebio
Lopes Jacare, whose candida-
cy was barred over allegations
that he is part of a criminal
organization.

Brazil's courts have long
played a decisive role in deter-
mining who can run for office,
banning even the most conse-
quential candidates because
they had convictions, includ-
ing President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, who was barred from
the 2018 election, and rival
ex-President Jair Bolsonaro,
who is blocked from this
year's race. Both claimed the
cases against them were polit-
ically motivated.

But prosecutors are now ad-
vancing an interpretation of
Brazil's law which they say
allows them to protect the bal-

lot from even suspected crim-
inals, pitting growing concern
over organized crime's influ-
ence in politics against demo-
cratic protections.

Brazilian legislation typi-
cally requires a conviction
by an appellate court to bar
candidates from running. Yet
a Reuters review of 20 rul-
ings barring candidates un-
der the push against orga-
nized crime shows that none
have been convicted at that
level. Criminal gangs' influ-
ence in politics is "a big and
growing problem in Latin
America," said Marcela Rios
Tobar, regional director for
Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean at the International
Institute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance, a
non-profit.

XI'TO PRESS TRUMP

WASHINGTON

Chinese President Xi Jinping
is expected to press U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump to halt
American arms sales to Tai-
wan during his visit to Wash-
ington this week, citing the
1982 U.S.-China Joint Com-
munique, according to three
sources familiar with discus-
sions.

The issue is expected to
feature prominently in talks
between Xi and Trump, with
Xi potentially raising it during
a visit to the U.S. National
Archives on Friday. China re-
gards Taiwan as part of its
territory and has repeatedly
demanded that Washington
stop arms sales to the island.

The 1982 communique said
the United States intended to
gradually reduce arms sales to
Taiwan and did not seek to
pursue long-term weapons
sales. However, an accompa-
nying memorandum by
then-President Ronald Reagan
linked any reduction to Chi-
na's continued commitment to
resolving differences with
Taiwan peacefully.

The United States does not
maintain formal diplomatic
relations with Taiwan but is

ON TAIWA

Tl

legally required to provide the
island with defensive capabil-
ities. Taiwan's government
rejects Beijing's sovereignty
claims. China's Foreign Min-
istry has repeatedly said
Washington should comply
with the three joint communi-
ques, particularly the 1982
agreement, and stop arms
sales to Taiwan.

Trump's administration has
already approved an $11 bil-
lion arms package for Taiwan,
while another package worth
about $14 billion has re-
mained on hold for months,
according to Reuters.

The sources said Beijing
has also asked Washington to
stop deliveries of weapons al-
ready ordered by Taiwan.

Xi arrives in Washington on
Wednesday, with formal talks
scheduled for Thursday. Tai-
wan's Foreign Ministry said it

U.S. should stop arms sales
to Taiwan and comply with
the three China-U.S. joint
communiques.

China's Foreign Ministry

KEY POINTS

- Xi arrives in Washington
Wednesday.

« Formal Trump-Xi talks are
scheduled Thursday.

- An $11 billion Taiwan arms
package was approved.

« A further $14 billion package
remains on hold.

« China also wants existing arms
deliveries stopped.

was closely monitoring the
high-level U.S.-China ex-
changes while maintaining
communication with Wash-
ington.

Iran offers Hormuz reopening in seven days

NEW YORK

Iran can reopen the strategi-
cally important Strait of Hor-
muz within seven days if the
United States eases military
pressure and lifts its blockade
on Iranian ports, a senior Ira-
nian official told Reuters on
Tuesday.

The proposal comes amid
renewed tensions between
Tehran and Washington and
warnings from Iran's military
that any new U.S. military op-
erations could trigger retalia-
tion. On Sunday, Iran's mili-
tary central command said it
had been informed that the
United States was preparing
to restart operations with sup-
port from regional countries.
Tehran warned that any such
action would lead to retalia-
tion without limitations or
considerations.

The senior Iranian official
said Washington first needs to
formally declare that it wants
to resolve the dispute through
diplomacy and agree on a

timeline for moving the pro-
cess forward.

Iranian representatives at-
tending the United Nations
General Assembly in New
York have been given author-
ity to revive diplomatic con-
tacts with the United States,
the official said. Tehran's pro-
posal for ending hostilities
was delivered to Washington
through mediators on Septem-
ber 16.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian arrived in New
York on Tuesday but will not
meet U.S. President Donald
Trump at the UN headquar-

KEY POINTS

 Tehran wants Washing-
ton to formally commit to
diplomacy.

* Iran's proposal was deliv-
ered through mediators on
September 16.

» Pezeshkian is attending
the UN General Assembly.

* No Trump-Pezeshki-
an meeting is currently
planned.

* Hormuz previously car-
ried about one-fifth of glob-
al oil and LNG supplies.

mediators, the official said.

The Strait of Hormuz is a
major global energy route.
Before the current conflict, it
carried about one-fifth of
global oil and liquefied natu-
ral gas supplies.

ters, according to the offi-

cial. Discussions on a pos-
sible agreement can in-
stead take place through

French victims of clerical abuse hope
Pope’s visit can deepen Church reform

LOCTUDY

Ghislaine Magoarou, 65, was 9
years old when her teacher, Broth-
er Gabriel Girard, pulled shut the
curtains of their classroom in a
fishing town in northwest France
and raped her.

That incident marked the start
of a months-long cycle of abuse
at the now-shuttered Catholic
school that eventually led Ma-
goarou to attempt suicide by
throwing herself into the sea. "I
had gone swimming with friends
and simply let myself sink," Ma-
goarou recalled during a walk
along the beach in Loctudy with
three other survivors. "I let the
waves carry me away, and I had
absolutely no desire to come back
up. I felt at peace in the water, as
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if I were being cleansed. Ma-
goarou is one of at least 330,000
French minors who were abused
between 1950 and 2020 by
priests, religious figures, or lay-
people working in Church insti-
tutions. Those figures were re-
vealed in a landmark 2021 report
that found France's Catholic
Church had ignored the issue for
far too long. Pope Leo will seek
to redress some of that harm
during a visit to France, when he
will meet next Sunday with sev-
en victims of Church sexual
abuse in Lourdes, some of those
involved said in a press release.
During a visit to Spain in June,
in which he met Spanish survi-
vors of clerical abuse, Leo told
bishops they must listen to survi-
vors and offer them reparations.

US Set To Expand Greenland Military Presence

COPENHAGEN

The United States is set to ex-
pand its military presence in
Greenland under a new agree-
ment with Denmark and Green-
land, in a move aimed at
strengthening Arctic security
and easing months of diplomatic
tensions.

President Donald Trump is
due to meet Danish Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederiksen and
Greenland Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen at the
United Nations General Assem-
bly in New York on Tuesday to
sign the agreement. The text has
not been made public ahead of
the ceremony, and its final de-
tails are expected to be settled
before signing.

The agreement is expected to
allow the United States to estab-
lish military facilities at two ad-

66

The reason why we can
conclude this agreement ... is
that it is a matter of security
policy.

66

Mette Frederiksen,
Danish Prime Minister

The agreement would put Arctic\

security under the “collective
watch” of NATO rather than
leaving it solely to Washington
and Copenhagen.

Lars Lokke Rasmussen, Danish
Foreign Minister

ditional sites — Narsarsuaq in
southern Greenland and Mes-
tersvig on the island’s eastern

coast.

Narsarsuaq was home to the
US Cold War-era Bluie West
One base, which was closed in

the 1950s. Mestersvig is curren

ly used by Denmark’s Sirius

Dog Sled Patrol, a special forc-
es unit. The United States al-
ready operates Pituffik Space
Base in Greenland. During the
Cold War, Washington main-
tained 17 military installations
on the island and had more
than 10,000 personnel there.
Today, the US presence is
much smaller, with about 150
personnel at Pituffik.

The agreement follows
months of tension after Trump
repeatedly expressed interest in
acquiring Greenland and de-
clined to rule out military or eco-
nomic force. Those comments
triggered a diplomatic crisis in-
volving Denmark and other
NATO allies. Denmark has said
the agreement will place Arctic
security under NATO’s broader
framework while respecting
Greenland’s sovereignty and
right to self-determination.
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Kaisar Mohammed Shujath,
Resident of No. 20/1, 1st Cross,
RBI Layout, East Byrasandra,
Jayanagar 3rd Block, Bengaluru
-560011, Karnataka, have
changed my name to SHAZIMA
BANU, vide affidavit dated:
22.09.2026 before notary H.S.
DHARMA PRASAD, Bengaluru.

| NAME CHANGE

| hitherto known as NISHIKANT
SOHAL S/o NIRMALAKUMAR
SOHAL, residing at FLAT NO
(G008, 1ST FLOOR, EAST
WEST RESIDENCY, 4TH
MAIN ROAD, PHASE 7, J
P NAGAR BENGALURU,
KARNATAKA-560078, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be
known as NISHIKANT JAMWAL.

SIKKALAGAR residing
at BABALESHWAR,
BABLESHWAR, VIJAYAPURA,
KARNATAKA-586113. Have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as AKASH
ISHWAR DODAMANI.

| NAME CHANGE |

|, SHAZEEMA BANU, W/o.
Zubair Kaisar Mohammed
Shujath, Resident of No. 20/1,
1st Cross, RBI Layout, East
Byrasandra, Jayanagar 3rd
Block, Bengaluru -560011,
Karnataka, have changed my
name to SHAZIMA BANU,
vide affidavit dated: 22.09.2026
before notary H.S. DHARMA
PRASAD, Bengaluru.

|, NOOR SYED ASIF, S/o. Syed
Noor Mohamed, Resident of
Maangalya Prosper Apartment, No
407, Emelard Block, Anjanapura,
J P Nagar 9th Phase, Raghavana
Palya, Bengaluru -560108,
Karmataka, have changed my
name to SYED ASIF SYED
NOOR MOHAMED, vide affidavit
dated: 22.09.2026 before notary
R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

I, REKHA M, Residing at
Faisal # 147, 4th cross, 1st

stage ,Usmaniya block,

IN THE COURT OF THE HON'BELL 1 ADDITINIOL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLPURA
C MIS.NO. 1242]2025
PETITIONERS: SRI.Kempalakshmamma Djo Late.
Gangaiah Aged about 68 years PERMANENT ADDRESS
Kolagere village Doddabelavangala hobli Doddaballapura
taluk Banglore Rural District. PRESENTLY AT Dindagadu
Vallage & Doddkamaravalli Koppa Mysore- 571104
AND  RESPONDENT: THE  TAHASHILDAR
Doddaballapura taluk Banglore Rural District
PAPER PUBLICATION
Thepetitioners Have filed this petition for grant of deth
certificate of mother of Late. Hanumakka Wjo Late.
Gangaiah who died on 06.11.2005 Kolagere village
Doddabelavangala hobli Doddaballapura taluk Banglore
Rural District
Whom so ever if any person who are related or interested
or dispute date of deth of SRI.Kempalakshmamma may
hereby appear in the above said court in person or through
pleader duly instructed and able to answer all material
question raising in the petition on the day of 28.10.2026
at 11 amin said court. Take notice that in default of your
appearance on the date before mentioned it will be heard
and determined ex- parte.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on this the 18th
day of September 2026
By order of court
Chief Ministerial officer, 1st Addl Civil Judge And
JMFC at Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioners: Sri. Kumar M, Advocate,
Doddaballapura

kesareMysore
570007Changed my name
from REKHA M
to HARMAIN FATHIMA
Vide affidavit sworn before
notary Boregowda, Mysore
Dated : 11-08-2026

[, CHINNU S S/o SELVAM
K, R/o 22, Muneshwara
Nagar, Yeshwanthpur,
Bangalore North,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560022, have changed my
name and shall hereafter
be known as JOSEPH
SANJAY. S.

I, PARSHAD RAMNIKLAL PATEL
S/o SHANTABEN RAMNIKLAL
PATEL R/o 20613, 6th Floor
Tower-2, Nikoo Home-1,
Bhartiyacity, Thanisandra Main
Road, Chokkanahalli, Yelahanka,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560064,
have changed the name of my
minor son AARAV PATEL alias
PATEL AARAV aged 10 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
AARAV PARSHAD PATEL.

I, PATEL KINJAL PARSHAD alias
CHHABHAIYA KINJAL MADHAVJI
alias KINJAL MADHAVJI PATEL
D/o MADHAVJI BHIMJI PATEL,
W/o PARSHAD RAMNIKLAL
PATEL, R/o No. 20613, 6th Floor
Tower-2, Thanisandra Main Road,
Nikoohome-1, Bhartiya City,
Chokkanahalli, Yelahanka,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560064,
have changed my name and shall
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hereafter be known as KINJAL
PARSHAD PATEL.

NOTICE

Ranjit Jagdish Bajaj. | revoke
the power of attorney dated
24/04/2026 granted to
advocate ANIL Parshotam
Bajaj, for all matters stated
there in, effective from
07/09/2026.He holds no
authority to acton orsign any
documents on my behalf in all
matters Anyone dealing with
him on any aspect mentioned
in the POA will do it at their
own risk.

I, Vikram S/o Vijay Manja
Pujari R/o 1-84 Ballugudi
Hosakote, Naykanakatte,
Kundapura, Kergal,
Udupi,
Karnataka-576219 have
changed my name to

Kundapura,

Vikram Vijay Pujari

I, VAITHESWARAN ANNAMALAI
S/o SUBRAMANIAN ANNAMALAI
R/o 5M-305, 5th Main B D A Road,
East of NGEF Layout,
Ramamurthynagar, Bangalore
North, Doorvaninagar, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560016, have changed
the name of my minor daughter V
MUTH AKSHAYA aged 15 years and
she shall hereafter be known as
MUTHAKSHAYA VAITHESWARAN.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Deepak. N, Son of T. Nagaraju,
aged about 35 vyears, residing at
Doddathumakuru Village, Doddaballapura
Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District, do hereby
solemnly affrm and state as follows:
That my father's name is recorded as T.
Nagaraju in his Aadhaar card, Voter ID
card, Ration card, and other documents,
whereas in my Passport, it is recorded as
Nagaraj. | hereby declare and affirm that
the aforementioned names T. Nagaraju
and Nagaraj refer to one and the same
person, who is my father. Solemnly
affirmed and signed in the presence of
S. Chandrashekar, Advocate & Notary,
Doddaballapura, on this 22nd day of
September, 2026.
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Indlan women’s crlcket team

wms flrst A5|an Gamels gold |

-

AICHI-NAGOYA

India secured the first gold
medal of its Asian Games
2026 campaign on Tuesday as
the women’s cricket team de-
feated Sri Lanka by 147 runs
in the final at Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan. Chasing 217 after In-
dia posted 216/3, Sri Lanka
were bowled out for 69 in
15.4 overs, giving India their
second successive Asian
Games gold in women’s
cricket.

Smriti Mandhana led In-
dia’s batting effort with 79
from 45 balls, hitting five
fours and seven sixes. Shafali
Verma made a rapid 48 off 29

balls, while Richa Ghosh fin-
ished unbeaten on 49 from 22
balls, including six fours and
three sixes. India reached 67
without loss in the powerplay
and later posted the high-
est-ever total in women’s
cricket at the Asian Games.

Mandhana completed her
37th T20I half-century and
became the first woman crick-
eter to reach 11,000 runs in
international cricket. India’s
opening pair added 99 before
Shafali was dismissed. Har-
manpreet Kaur contributed 19
from 17 balls, while Mandha-
na and Richa helped maintain
the scoring rate through the
closing overs.

Sri Lanka’s chase quickly
collapsed under India’s spin
attack. Deepti Sharma took
3/6 from four overs, while
Shree Charani claimed 2/13.
Shafali returned 2/3 in two
overs and Shreyanka Patil
took 2/9 in 1.4 overs.
Chamari Athapaththu top-
scored for Sri Lanka with 29,
but Deepti dismissed the cap-
tain after a 21-ball innings
containing five fours. India
had already collected four sil-
ver and two bronze medals at
the Games before this victory,
taking their overall tally to
seven.

Sri Lanka lost wickets reg-
ularly after reaching 41/2 at

the end of the pow-
erplay. Deepti re-
moved Kavisha
Dilhari for 11,
while Charani
dismissed
Kawya Kavin-
di for two
and later
Sugandi-
ka Ku-
mari

Roshibina Devi assures third
successive Asian Games medal

AICHI-NAGOYA

Indian wushu star Roshibina
Devi assured herself of a third
successive Asian Games med-
al after reaching the women’s
Sanda 60kg semifinals with a
5-0 victory over Macao, Chi-
na’s Chu Man Sin on Tues-
day. The semifinal berth guar-
antees her at least a bronze
medal.

Roshibina previously won
bronze at the 2018 Jakarta
Games and silver at Hang-
zhou in 2023. The Manipuri
athlete, who received the Ar-
juna Award in 2023, has also
won gold at the 2017 Asian
Junior Championships, 2019
South Asian Games and 2023

Moscow Wushu Stars. She

W — ()Y,

Thakur had earlier defeated
Mongolia’s Bold-erdene Al-
tangerel 4-0.

India also secured medals
in other disciplines. The
men’s badminton team defeat-
ed Japan 3-0 to reach the
semifinals, while the women’s
cricket team won India’s first
gold by beating Sri Lanka by
147 runs. In boxing, Sakshi
Chaudhary advanced to the
women’s 51kg round of 16
with a 5-0 decision, while In-
dia’s men’s kabaddi team beat

was named the International
Wushu Federation’s Female
Athlete of the Year for 2023.

In soft tennis, Aryan Thakur
suffered a defeat against Chi-
nese Taipei’s Chen Po-yi in
the men’s singles Group C.

South Korea 63-31. In shoot-
ing, Elavenil Valarivan and
Parth Mane finished fourth in
the 10m air rifle mixed team
final. Roshibina’s medal adds
to India’s growing tally at the
Games.

AICHI-NAGOYA

Pranati Nayak qualifies for
Asian Games vault final

tered the Asian Games after winning silver

in the women’s vault at the FIG World

for
three |
runs.

India’s sole gymnast at the 2026
Asian Games, Pranati Nayak, quali-
fied for the women’s individual
vault final after finishing seventh
among 19 competitors in the quali-

Challenge Cup 2026 in Tashkent, Uzbeki-
stan. Her consistent performance across
both attempts secured her place in the med-
al round.

Elsewhere, India’s women'’s cricket team

fication round with a com-
bined score of 12.916. The _
eight-gymnast final will be ©

1 X

Smriti Mandhana becomes first
woman to score 11,000 runs

AICHI-NAGOYA

Smriti Mandhana became the first wom-
an cricketer to score 11,000 internation-
al runs during India’s Asian Games 2026
final against Sri Lanka on Tuesday. She
reached the milestone while smashing
79 off 45 balls, including five fours and
seven sixes, at a strike rate of 175.56.

GOLD SCORES
216/3 &~

held on September 24.
The 31-year-old record-
ed 13.000 in her first
vault, earning 4.4 for dif-
ficulty and 8.600 for ex-

India’s total ecution. She followed it :

147 runs with 12.433 in her second
women’s T20Is, with 4,867 runs in 179 Margin of victory _attempt, scoring 4.0 in dif-
matches. She has also scored 5,411 runs = a0 - ficulty and 8.433 in execu-
in 120 ODIs and 788 runs in nine Tests. 79 (45) tion. Pranati is competing
Overall, she has 11,066 international Smriti Mandhana only in vault, India’s
runs and 18 centuries. o v Q  strongest event in artis-

In the final, Mandhana shared a 99- "!000 & tic gymnastics.
run opening partnership with Shafali Mandhana’s 0 A Tokyo Olympian, Pranati

Verma, who scored 48 off 29 balls. Ri-
cha Ghosh added an unbeaten 49 as In-

international runs

; ¥ is a three-time bronze medal-
list at the Asian Gymnastics

won its second successive Asian
Games gold, defeating Sri Lanka
by 147 runs after posting 216/3
~ and bowling them out for 69 in
15.4 overs. The men’s badminton
team secured a medal by beating
Japan 3-0 in the quarterfinals,
' while the women’s team lost 3-1
to Japan.

Roshibina Devi also assured
India of a medal in wushu after
defeating Macao’s Chu Man Sin
in the women’s 60kg quarterfinal.
India’s men’s kabaddi team beat
South Korea 63-31, while Sakshi
Chaudhary and Jadumani Singh advanced
in boxing. India finished the day with seven
medals: one gold, four silver and two
bronze. Her final is scheduled for Septem-

dia reached 216/3.

Mandhana is the highest run-scorer in

AICHI-NAGOYA

ndian boxer Jadumani Singh advanced to the
Ipre—quarterfinal stage of the Asian Games

2026 after defeating Nepal’s Chandra Baha-
dur Thapa 5-0 by unanimous decision on Tues-
day. Jadumani controlled the contest through all
three rounds and secured his place in the men’s
Round of 16. Jadumani made a measured start
as Thapa attempted to attack with multiple
punches. Although a solid left hook from the
Nepalese boxer landed, four judges gave the
opening round to Jadumani by a 4-1 margin. The
Indian carefully picked his shots while remain-
ing composed during the exchanges.

Jadumani increased the pressure in the second
round and landed several clean punches. Thapa
began showing signs of fatigue as the Indian
boxer continued finding his target. Jadumani
again took the round 4-1, building a comfortable
advantage heading into the final round.

The Indian maintained his pressure in the third
round and landed a strong left hook that result-
ed in a standing count against Thapa. He con-
tinued to avoid the Nepalese boxer’s big punch-
es and found another effective counter before
securing the unanimous 5-0 victory.

Elsewhere, Sakshi Chaudhary defeated Phil-
ippines’ Aira Villegas in the women’s 51kg
Round of 32. India’s women’s cricket team won
the country’s first gold medal of the Games af-
ter beating Sri Lanka by 147 runs. The men’s
kabaddi team defeated South Korea 63-31,
while the women’s table tennis team beat Thai-
land 3-2. In shooting, Elavenil Valarivan and
Parth Mane finished fourth in the 10m air rifle

mixed team final. India’s men’s 4x100m medley
relay team also qualified for the swimming final.

JADUMANI
SINGH

ADVANCES WITH
UNANIMOUS
BIII(INE WIN

India’s Athletics stars ready
for Asian Games
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Deepti Sharma’s figures

Sakshi Chaudhary beats Villegas
to reach pre-quarterfinals
AICHI-NAGOYA

Indian boxer Sakshi Chaudhary advanced to the
women’s 51kg pre-quarterfinals at the Asian
Games 2026 after defeating Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Aira Villegas of the Philippines
by a unanimous 5-0 decision on Tuesday.
Sakshi produced a confident performance
against the experienced opponent.

Fighting from the red corner, Sakshi started
: aggressively and landed several
clean punches in the opening
round. Her effective jabs earned
her a 5-0 score from the judges.
| Villegas increased her aggres-
sion in the second round, but
Sakshi responded with sharp
counterattacks and continued
finding her target, taking the
round by another 5-0 margin.

Sakshi, who turned 23 on Tuesday, adopted a
measured approach in the final round while pro-
tecting her advantage. Villegas landed a strong
left hook, but the Indian remained composed
and secured the unanimous decision victory.
Sakshi will next face Kazakhstan’s Alua Balk-
ibekova in the round of 16 on Thursday.

The Indian boxer entered the Asian Games
after winning gold at the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow and a World Boxing Cup
gold. Elsewhere, India’s men’s kabaddi team
defeated South Korea 63-31 in Group A. Elave-
nil Valarivan and Parth Mane finished fourth in
the 10m air rifle mixed team final after qualify-
ing for the gold medal match.

Messi unveils farewell jersey

BUENOS AIRES

gentina’s most-capped player

and leading scorer, with 203

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s athletics campaign at
the 2026 Asian Games begins
September 23, with the country
competing in 41 of 50 medal
events. Avinash Sable, Tajin-
derpal Singh Toor, Parul
Chaudhary and Gulveer Singh
are among the leading medal
contenders. Sable will defend
his men’s 3000m steeplechase
title after returning from knee
surgery, while Toor targets a
third successive Asian Games

shot put gold. Parul will defend
her women’s 5000m crown and
also contest the 1500m and
3000m steeplechase.

Rohit Yadav and Yash Vir
Singh will spearhead India’s
men’s javelin challenge in
Neeraj Chopra’s absence. The
squad also features Jyothi
Yarraji, Murali Sreeshankar,
Tejaswin Shankar, Rajesh Ra-
mesh, Ancy Sojan, Praveen
Chithravel and Vithya Ram-
raj. Athletics events will con-
tinue until September 29.

Lionel Messi has unveiled a
special jersey for what is set
to be his final international
appearance for Argentina on
home soil. The 39-year-old
will feature in Argentina’s
October 6 friendly against Be-
nin at River Plate Stadium,
marking the end of his inter-
national career. Messi shared
a picture of the shirt, featuring
his name and iconic No. 10 in
gold, with the message, “One
last match... A jersey for a
lifetime.” Messi retires as Ar-

appearances and 203 goals.
He guided Argentina to Copa
America titles in 2021 and
2024 and World Cup glory in
2022.

'f

Championships. She en-

ber 24 in Japan.

India assures badminton medal after Japan win

AICHI-NAGOYA

India secured a medal in the
men’s team badminton event
at the Asian Games 2026 after
defeating hosts Japan 3-0 in
the quarterfinals on Tuesday.
Lakshya Sen, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy-Chirag Shetty
and Ayush Shetty won their
respective matches as India
advanced to the semifinals.
Lakshya recovered from
losing the opening game 11-
21 against Kodai Naraoka. He
dominated the second game
21-5 before overcoming an
8-14 deficit in the decider to
level the score at 19-19 and

eventually win 21-19.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty then ex-
tended India’s lead by defeat-
ing Hoki and Ko-
bayashi 21-18, 24-22.
After taking the
opening game, the
Indian pair faced a
tight second game,
with the scores level
at 19-19 and 20-20
before they sealed the contest
24-22.

Ayush Shetty completed the
3-0 victory with a composed
21-10, 21-19 win. He raced to
a 7-2 lead in the opening
game and extended it to 16-5

before closing it out. He
maintained his momentum in
the second game to send India
into the semifinals.

B Elsewhere, In—
dia’s women’s
badminton team
lost 3-1 to Japan
in the quarterfi-
nals. The wom-
en’s cricket team
won India’s first
gold medal of the Games af-
ter defeating Sri Lanka by
147 runs. India’s men’s ka-
baddi team beat South Korea
63-31, while the women’s ta-
ble tennis team defeated Thai-
land 3-2. In shooting, Elave-
nil Valarivan and Parth

TIWARI BEATS PAKISTAN
BUT MISSES ASIAN
GAMES QUARTERFINAL

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s Aadhya Tiwari bowed
out of the women’s singles soft
tennis competition at the Asian
Games 2026 despite defeating
Pakistan’s Kainaat Shallwani
4-0 in her final Group D match
on Tuesday. Tiwari won the
four sets 4-2, 5-3, 4-1 and 5-3,
but the victory was not enough
to secure a quarterfinal place.

Only group winners advance
to the next round, and Thai-
land’s Alisha Ziegler had al-
ready secured the top position
after defeating both Tiwari and
Shallwani. Tiwari finished sec-
ond in Group D, ending her
campaign at the continental
event. She was the only Indian
woman soft tennis player in the
country’s squad.

Tiwari had also competed in
the mixed doubles event with
Jay Meena. The Indian pair ex-
ited in the round of 16 after
losing 2-5 to the Philippines’
Christy Sanosa and Sherwin

Mane finished
fourth in the
mixed team fi-
b nal. India’s
men’s 4x100m
medley relay
team also
qualified
for the
swim-
ming
final.

Nuguit. They had opened
their campaign with 5-0
wins over Cambodia and §
Mongolia before losing
1-5 to South Korea in their
final group match.
Elsewhere, Aryan Thakur
defeated Mongolia’s Bold-
erdene Altangerel 4-0 in
men’s singles Group C, while §
Jay Meena beat Pakistan’s
Hussain Arain 4-0 in Group
D. In boxing, Sakshi Chaud-
hary advanced to the wom-

en’s 51kg round of 16 with
a 5-0 win over Philip-
pines’ Aira Villegas.
India’s women’s table
tennis team defeated Thai-
land 3-2, while the men’s
team lost 0-3 to South Ko-
rea. The women’s badmin-
ton team also lost 1-3 to

Japan. India’s men’s kabad- |

di team beat South Korea
63-31, while the men’s /
4x100m medley relay /
team qualified for the

swimming final. /
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