
I B CI B C
W   RLD NEWS

HHCC
Certified English Daily

Bus crash  
kills 16 on 

Indonesia’s 
 Java Island

India New 
Zealand FTA 

promises zero 
duty exports

Starc 
questions ICC 

role in DRS 
payment

P11P9P8

TUESDAY  DECEMBER 23, 2025  VOL: 11  ISSUE: 158  PAGES 12  2.00

www.ibcworldnews.com cityhilights.news@gmail.comBENGALURU HUBBALLI MANGALURU MYSURU KALABURAGI

The Truth Speaks

Only provocative speakers 
oppose Hate Speech Bill: CM

“The law 
applies to 
leaders of  
all parties. 
Why is only 
the BJP 
opposing it? 
The bill is 
being 
implemented 
to protect 
peace. BJP is 
strongly 
opposing 
because they 
indulge in 
hate speech.”  
—Siddaramaiah, 
Chief Minister

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah defended the Hate Speech Bill,  
saying only those making inflammatory remarks were opposing it

MYSURU 

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Monday said 
opposition to the proposed 
Hate Speech Regulation Bill 
was coming only from those 
who indulge in provocative 
and inflammatory speeches. 
He maintained that people 
who refrain from making such 
statements have nothing to 
fear, as no cases would be 
registered against them.

Speaking to reporters in My-
suru, Siddaramaiah questioned 
the BJP’s strong reaction to the 
Bill, remarking that those who 
have not committed any 
wrongdoing should not feel 
threatened. Citing a Kannada 
proverb, he said there was no 
reason to react defensively if 
one was not guilty. He rejected 
claims that the Bill targets spe-
cific individuals or parties, as-
serting that it would apply 
equally to leaders across the 
political spectrum.

The Chief Minister said the 
legislation was aimed at pre-
serving peace and communal 
harmony, noting that instanc-
es of hate speech had risen in 
recent years. He alleged that 
the BJP’s opposition stemmed 

from its frequent use of divi-
sive rhetoric and asked 
whether hate speech could 
ever contribute to social sta-
bility.

His remarks came amid crit-
icism from Union Minister 
Shobha Karandlaje, who ac-
cused the Congress-led govern-
ment of attempting to impose 
an “undeclared Emergency” 
through the Bill. She said the 
Belagavi legislature session 
should have focused on North 
Karnataka’s issues instead of 
introducing the hate speech 
law. Responding to other alle-

gations, Siddaramaiah dis-
missed claims of misappropri-
ation under the Gruha Laksh-
mi scheme, stating that funds 
are transferred directly to 
beneficiaries’ bank accounts. 
He clarified that payments for 
February and March were yet 
to be released and would be 
verified before disbursal.

On internal party matters, 
Siddaramaiah said no individ-
ual is bigger than the Con-
gress and that leadership de-
cisions rest with the party 
high command, whose deci-
sion he would accept.

Hindu outfit seeks Governor’s intervention 
BENGALURU: The Hindu Janajagruti Samiti, a right-
wing organisation, has urged Karnataka Governor 
Thaawarchand Gehlot to withhold assent to a bill 

aimed at curbing hate speech and hate crime, terming 
it “unconstitutional” and a “serious threat” to freedom 
of speech and religious liberty. In a memorandum, the 
representatives of the organisation and other outfits 

opposed the Karnataka Hate Speech and Hate Crimes 
(Prevention) Bill, 2025, and warned that its provisions 
could be misused, like suppressing dissent. It claimed 
that the bill is “vague, overbroad and unconstitution-
al, and poses a serious threat to freedom of speech 

guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, 
as well as to religious freedom.”

What does it propose?
The Karnataka Hate 

Speech and Hate Crimes 
(Prevention) Bill, 2025 

proposes 2–10 years’ im-
prisonment for offenders 
and introduces collective 
liability for organisations 
involved in hate-related 
offences. The Karnata-
ka govt argued that the 
Bill is required because 

no existing Indian law 
explicitly defines or 

addresses hate speech, 
exposing a long-stand-
ing gap in the country’s 

criminal framework 
despite frequent public 

debates on the issue.

After Hadi, another student 
leader shot in B‘desh
DHAKA 

Unidentified gunmen on 
Monday targeted another 
youth leader in Bangladesh, 
just days after the death of 
prominent student activist 
Sharif Osman Hadi, who suc-
cumbed to gunshot injuries in 
a Singapore hospital last 
week.

Motaleb Sikder, a student 
leader, was shot in the head in 
Khulna city, located in south-
western Bangladesh. He was 
immediately rushed to Khulna 
Medical College Hospital in 
critical condition, according 
to The Daily Star. Hospital 
sources, cited by The Kaler 
Kantha newspaper, reported 
that Sikder was bleeding 
heavily upon arrival. Doctors 
initiated emergency treatment, 
and the officer-in-charge later 
confirmed that Sikder was out 
of danger. The bullet report-
edly entered near one ear, 
pierced the skin, and exited 
through the other side without 
causing fatal damage.

The attack follows the 
high-profile killing of Sharif 
Osman Hadi, a 32-year-old 
Inqilab Mancha spokesperson 
and key figure in the stu-

dent-led protests last year that 
contributed to the ouster of 
the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami 
League government. Hadi 
was shot by masked assailants 
on December 12 during an 
election campaign in Dhaka’s 
Bijoynagar area. He was un-
dergoing treatment in Singa-
pore when he died on Thurs-
day. Hadi had been a candi-
date for the upcoming Febru-
ary 12 general elections.

Sikder’s shooting has inten-
sified concerns over escalat-
ing violence targeting youth 
leaders in Bangladesh, high-
lighting the continued unrest 
and fragile security environ-
ment in the country. Authori-
ties are investigating both in-
cidents to track down the per-
petrators and ensure public 
safety.

Who is Motaleb Sikder?
Motaleb Sikder is a leader 
of National Citizen Party 
(NCP) and heads the Khu-
lna Division head of party 
and also serves as its work-
ers front’s central coordi-
nator, as per the statement 
released by the outfit after 
the shooting incident.
Sikder, 42, reportedly was 
a key part of Bangladesh’s 
violent student-led 2004 
uprising. Sikder is a resi-
dent of Sheikhpara Palli 
in Sonadanga. Miscreants 
opened fire at around 11:45 
am, targeting Sikder’s 
head, near Gazi Medical 
College Hospital in the city.

NEW DELHI 

India and New Zealand on 
Monday announced the suc-
cessful conclusion of negoti-
ations for a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), describing it as 
historic, ambitious and mutu-
ally beneficial. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi held a tele-
phone conversation with his 
New Zealand counterpart 
Christopher Luxon, during 
which the two leaders con-
firmed that talks on the pact 
had been wrapped up.

In a video message, Luxon 
said the agreement would cre-
ate major opportunities for 
New Zealand farmers, growers 

and businesses by expanding 
exports, generating jobs and 
boosting incomes. He added 
that New Zealand’s exports to 
India are projected to rise from 

about USD 1.1 billion to USD 
1.3 billion annually over the next 
20 years. Highlighting India’s 
scale, Luxon said the FTA would 
provide Kiwi businesses access 

to a fast-growing market of near-
ly 1.4 billion consumers.

According to official state-
ments, the agreement is expected 
to be formally signed within the 

next three months and imple-
mented sometime next year. As 
part of the pact, New Zealand 
has committed to facilitating in-
vestments worth USD 20 billion 
in India over the next 15 years.

India’s commerce ministry 
said the deal provides duty-free 
access for Indian goods, with 
New Zealand agreeing to elim-
inate tariffs on 100 per cent of 
its tariff lines. This is expected 
to significantly enhance the 
competitiveness of India’s la-
bour-intensive sectors such as 
textiles, apparel, leather, foot-
wear, marine products, gems 
and jewellery, handicrafts, 
engineering goods and auto-
mobiles.

India, New Zealand announce conclusion of FTA negotiations 
INDIA–NEW ZEALAND FTA

Highlights of FTA
 �Zero  Duty market access on 

100 per cent of India’s exports. 

 �Dedicated quota of Tempo-
rary Employment Entry visa 
for 5,000 professionals and 
1,000 Work and Holiday Visas.

 �New Zealand has committed 
to facilitate investments of 
USD 20 billion into India over 
the next fifteen years.

 �Launched on March 
16th 2025, the fastest 
with a Developed 
Country FTA con-
cludes the year on 
a high note for all Indi-
an exports including 
textiles, pharma-
ceuticals, leather, 
Engineering Goods, 
Agricultural products

CM, DCM working 
like brothers: Pilot

BENGALURU

Playing down reports of a 
power tussle within the Kar-
nataka Congress, AICC Gen-
eral Secretary Sachin Pilot on 
Monday said Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar are working together har-
moniously and would accept 
any decision taken by the par-
ty high command.

Speaking to reporters with 
Shivakumar seated beside 
him, Pilot said the issue was 
settled as Shivakumar had 
referred to Siddaramaiah as 
his elder brother, while the 
Chief Minister had called 
him his younger brother. He 
said the Karnataka govern-
ment was functioning with 
integrity and dedication, and 
that the Congress was fulfill-
ing all promises made before 
the elections.

Pilot expressed confidence 
that the party would return 
to power in the state with a 
strong majority in 2028. He 
said every Congress worker 
in Karnataka would abide by 
the leadership’s decision, 
stressing that the party’s fo-
cus remained on governance 
and delivery.

Siddaramaiah denies 
post-Sankranti  
‘revolution’
Karnataka Chief Minister 

Siddaramaiah on Monday 
reiterated that all decisions 
regarding the Congress party 
in the state are determined 
by the high command. 
Speaking in Mysuru while 
hearing public grievances, 
he emphasized, “I am mak-
ing it clear once and for all. 
The Congress high com-
mand’s decisions are final. I 
have spoken with the high 
command and they will an-
nounce their decision. That 
ends everything.”

To a query on speculations 
over a “revolution” (kranti) 
after Sankranti (January 14), 
the Chief Minister said, 
“There is no revolution, or 
anything of the sort. What-
ever the situation, the party 
high command’s decision is 
final”.

Responding to AICC pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge’s 
suggestion that party issues 
could be resolved locally, 
Siddaramaiah noted, “What-
ever issues exist in the party, 
the high command will  
resolve them.” 

K’taka man kills 
pregnant daughter 

over inter-caste 
marriage

HUBBALLI 

A 20-year-old pregnant wom-
an and her unborn child died 
after she was allegedly beaten 
by her father for marrying a 
Dalit man in Karnataka’s 
Hubballi taluk. Police have 
arrested three people, includ-
ing the woman’s father, in 
connection with the crime.

The victim, Manya Patil, 
sustained severe head injuries 
during an attack at Inam Veer-
apura village under Hubballi 
Rural police limits and died at 
a private hospital on Sunday, 
December 22. Her unborn 
child also did not survive.  
Her husband’s parents were 
injured and are undergoing 
treatment.

According to Dharwad Su-
perintendent of Police Gunjan 
Arya ,  Manya’s  fa ther, 
Prakashgouda Patil, along 
with relatives, assaulted her at 
her husband’s residence using 
weapons such as an axe and 
an iron sprinkler pipe. The at-
tack took place around 6.30 
pm, and she succumbed to her 
injuries about three hours lat-
er.  Manya had married 
Vivekananda, from the Madar 
caste, earlier this year after 
the two met in college. The 
marriage had faced strong op-
position from her family de-
spite prior police warnings.

 More on page 5

HC seeks Sonia, Rahul 
Gandhi’s response in 
National Herald case

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday issued notices to 
Congress leaders Sonia Gand-
hi and Rahul Gandhi, seeking 
their response on an appeal 
filed by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) challenging a 
trial court order that had re-
fused to take cognisance of 
the ED’s chargesheet in the 
National Herald money laun-
dering case.

The trial court had earlier 
dismissed the complaint 
against the Gandhis and oth-
ers, observing that the case 
was based on a private com-
plaint filed by Dr. Subramani-
an Swamy under Section 200 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and not on a First In-
formation Report (FIR), mak-
ing cognisance legally imper-
missible. The court also noted 
that it would be premature to 
consider the merits of the al-
legations at this stage, includ-

ing any fresh FIR registered 
by the Economic Offences 
Wing of Delhi Police.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, representing the ED, 
argued that the trial court’s 
order was flawed and could 
set a precedent affecting other 
similar cases. Justice Ravin-
der Dudeja, after hearing sub-
missions from both sides, 
posted the matter for further 
hearing on March 12, 2026.

The ED alleges that Young 
Indian, a company in which 
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi each 
reportedly hold a 38% stake, 
acquired the debt of Associat-
ed Journals Limited, the pub-
lisher of National Herald, for 
a nominal sum of Rs 50 lakh. 
This transaction allegedly en-
abled Young Indian to control 
AJL’s real estate assets na-
tionwide, valued at nearly Rs 
2,000 crore. Other accused 
include Suman Dubey, Sam 
Pitroda, Dotex Merchandise, 
and Sunil Bhandari.

QUICK READ
H-1B visa holders stranded 
in India as interviews delayed

Govt committed to Aravallis, 
Yadav denies Cong claims

NEW DELHI: Indian H-1B visa 
holders returning to India 

this month for work permit 
renewals are stranded after 

US consular offices abruptly 
rescheduled appointments, 

according to immigration 
lawyers cited by the Wash-
ington Post. Appointments 

between December 15–26 
were postponed due to the 

US government’s expanded 
social media vetting policy, 

now applied to all H-1B and 
H-4 applicants. Lawyers re-

ported dozens of affected cli-
ents, raising concerns for em-

ployers awaiting their return. 

NEW DELHI: Union Environment 
Minister Bhupender Yadav on 
Monday strongly refuted 
Congress allegations, calling 
them “misinformation and 
lies” regarding the redefini-
tion of the Aravalli Hills and 
Range. Speaking at a press 
briefing, he emphasized that 
the Modi government re-
mains fully committed to 
protecting and restoring the 
Aravallis, with legal mining 
allowed in only 0.19% of the 
total area across Rajasthan, 
Haryana, and Gujarat. Delhi, 
which has five Aravalli dis-
tricts, permits no mining. 
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Residents protest at KBG’s house after demolition drive 
BENGALURU

Protests were held near reve-
nue minister Krishna Byre 
Gowda’s residence after a 
demolition drive in Yelahan-
ka’s Kogilu village razed over 
200 houses in Waseem Lay-
out and Fakir Colony Satur-
day. The drive was carried out 
by Bengaluru Solid Waste 
M a n a g e m e n t  L i m i t e d 
(BSWML) to clear encroach-
ments for a proposed solid 
waste processing unit. 

Over 300 residents protest-
ing near the Minister’s Saha-
kar Nagar home demanded 
alternative housing and tem-
porary shelters for those left 
homeless after the demolition. 
Gowda, who represents the 

Byatarayanapura constituency 
under which the area falls, is 
said to have assured a discus-
sion with the residents’ repre-
sentatives. The residents 
claimed the demolition drive, 
which began at 4:30am, was 
conducted without any notice 

and told that power supply to 
the area had been cut three 
days earlier. Several organisa-
tions, including Dalit Sang-
harsha Samithi, Praja Vimo-
chana Chaluvali, and Dudiyu-
va Janara Vedike are repre-
senting the residents and 

sought temporary shelters and 
relief centres for those who 
lost their homes.Accusing the 
government of being against 
dalits and minorities, activist 
Kolageri Ganesh accused 
Karnataka of following BJP’s 
and UP CM Yogi Adityanath’s 
policy against the poor. He 
urged Housing Minister Za-
meer Ahmed Khan to inter-
vene in the matter. 

The residents said that 
those affected people include 
newborns, pregnant women 
and senior citizens, and  
added that some animals lost 
their lives during the demoli-
tion.

BSWML, in a statement, 
said approximately 5 acres of 
land earmarked for it was en-

croached upon, with more 
than 150 temporary sheds and 
houses constructed on the 
site. BSWML CEO Karee 
Gowda said the firm has tak-
en possession of the land after 
clearing the encroachments. 
The drive, carried out with 
police protection, involved 
coord ina ted  e ffor t s  o f 
BSWML, fire and emergency 
services, Bengaluru North 
City Corporation, revenue de-
partment and Bengaluru Met-
ropo l i t an  Task  Fo rce . 
BSWML plans to set up a 
bio-methanation plant, animal 
rendering unit, animal waste 
incineration facility, tender 
coconut waste processing 
unit, and sanitary waste pro-
cessing facility in the area.

DEMAND FOR REHABILITATION

QUICK READ

Driver arrested  
for running over  

drunk man 
Bengaluru

A man who was drunk 
and fell on the road after 

being hit by a bus has 
died in the city. Chethan 
Kumar, who was walking 
on the main road of Heg-
ganahalli under the influ-
ence of alcohol, lost con-
trol and fell on the road, 
when a bus coming from 
behind ran over him. As a 

result, he died on the 
spot. On the other hand, 
the bus driver Narendra, 

who was scared after the 
accident, fled the spot. 

After examining the 
CCTV footage of the inci-
dent, the Kamakshipalya 
traffic police traced the 
driver Narendra and ar-

rested him. He was a res-
ident of Peenya, and a 

case has been registered 
in connection with the in-
cident, said Dr. Anoop A 
Shetty, DCP, West Divi-
sion, Bangalore Traffic.

Boy assaulted;  
CWC steps in

Bengaluru University 
students protest 

against management 
Bengaluru

Hostel students staged a 
protest at the Jnanab-
harathi campus to ex-

press their anger against 
the management. The 
students of UG and PG 
departments have al-

leged that the university 
administration is negli-

gent in resolving the 
problems and lack of in-
frastructure in the hostel. 

The students, who 
blocked the road in front 
of the girls’ hostel in the 
northeastern state, al-

leged that the university 
administration was ig-
noring their grievances  

and concerns.

Bengaluru
In a shocking incident, a 
boy was allegedly kicked 
and assaulted at Thyaga-

rajanagar under Ba-
nashankari police station 
limits. After the incident, 
the Child Welfare Com-

mittee (CWC) visited the 
house of the victim and 

counselled the child. After 
collecting information 

about the incident from 
the child and parents, the 
CWC officials have decid-
ed to counsel other chil-

dren who have been sub-
jected to such abuse  

in the area.

Forest department to seek 
alternative for alienated land

The physical verification of forest land will provide us a detailed picture of how 
much deemed forest lands can be retained and how much as to be alienated

BENGALURU

In a decision claimed to retain 
the green cover in Karnataka, 
the state forest department is 
expected to seek land com-
pensation for every hectare of 
deemed forest to be alienated. 
With 3.3 lakh hectares of 
deemed forest under review 
with a joint survey being un-
dertaken by forest and reve-
nue department, a physical 
verification is being taken up 
at the ground level across 
Karnataka

Forest Minister Eshwar 
Khandre said, he has given 
the department a deadline of 
March 2026 to complete the 
survey with the revenue de-
partment and provide a report 
on the extent of land which 

may have changed character-
istics over the decade. But we 
have all the intent to retain the 
3.3 lakh hectare of land under 
the deemed forest category, 
said the Minister.

Khandre said every acre of 
land which will be lost on ac-
count of its characteristics 
being changed or wrongful 

inclusion of villages, schools 
and agriculture land being 
added to it will be compensat-
ed with alternative revenue 
land. 

The previous government 
had done an unscientific job 
of adding habitations and 
lands which had lost its char-
acter of deemed forest simply 

to comply with the SC orders. 
Now, we will try to rectify the 
same by getting land which 
has no habitations and convert 
the same into a deemed forest, 
said the Minister.

Khandre said the joint sur-
vey has been slow in certain 
parts of the state like Chikka-
magaluru but is expected to 
be completed within the time 
frame. We intend to have the 
reports by March, give or take 
a month, he said.

Meanwhile, Khandre said 
the tiger census will be 
launched as early as in the 
next two months and will be 
carried out across the state.we 
definitely believe there is an 
increase but the census will 
give us the exact picture,  
he said.

Dalit progress rooted 
in leaders’ struggles: 

GT Devegowda
BENGALURU

MLA GT Deve Gowda said 
that educational institutions 
that create social equality 
through education are the real 
heaven.

Speaking after participating 
in the 99th Founder’s Day 
celebrations organized at Dr 
Ambedkar Technical College, 
Mallathahalli, on the occasion 
of MH Jayaprakash’s 99th 
birth anniversary, he said that 
the caste system was in full 
swing in the 70s. Dalits could 
not come into our village 
wearing slippers. There was a 
heartbreaking situation where 
separate cups were kept for 
them and water was served all 
over the state. He recalled that 
the Dalit society was able to 
achieve progress as a result of 
the struggle of eminent per-
sonalities like Jayaprakash, 
who understood the impor-
tance of education.

Dalits did not get proper 
representation in the field of 
cooperatives. Not a single 
Dalit was given the post of 
president in 30 district unions. 
He said that during my tenure, 
a Dalit was able to be elected 
as president.

He expressed his sadness 
that it is difficult for those 
who speak directly to find a 
presence in the political are-
na. PVP Trustee S Shivamallu 

said that Ambedkar was the 
first Dalit person to under-
stand the power of education. 
If educational institutions are 
built, lakhs of families will 
get food. He said that the re-
sponsibility of leading this 
educational institution of JP, 
which has been built with im-
mense expectations, lies with 
all the staff including the 
trust.  

Chamundi constituency was 
deprived of basic amenities. 
PVP Trust Secretary Dr Ma-
hadev praised GT Deve Gow-
da as the pioneer of the devel-
opment of this area. Ambed-
kar Educational Institution 
was built by Dalits. But it is 
not reserved for Dalits. It is 
not even completely managed 
by Dalits. People’s opinion 
needs to change, he said.

PVP Trust President 
and retired IPS officer 

S Mariswamy said that 
praising a person is of no 
use. His ideals should be 
cherished in the minds 

of the people. Only then 
will the practice make 

sense, he said. The edu-
cation sector is changing 
day by day. He said that 

it is a challenge for all 
educational institutions 

to adapt to this dynamic.

Air India drops nonstop San 
Francisco flights from B’luru

BENGALURU

Air India’s decision to dis-
continue its nonstop San 
Francisco services from Ben-
galuru and Mumbai from 
March 1 has triggered confu-
sion and concern among pas-
sengers who have made book-
ings, particularly for travel 
beyond February 28.

An Air India spokesperson 
told, the airline has made 
changes to its North America 
schedule to better deploy ca-
pacity and manage rising 
costs linked to ongoing air-
space restrictions. As part of 
the rejig, AI will significantly 
scale up its Delhi operations 
to North America. The airline 
will increase Delhi–San Fran-
cisco services from seven 
flights a week to 10, while 
Delhi–Toronto services will 
also rise to 10 weekly flights. 
The airline said passengers 
affected by the withdrawal of 

the Bengaluru–San Francisco 
and Mumbai–San Francisco 
routes will be re-accommo-
dated on alternative services 
or offered full refund. Air In-
dia will seek to reinstate non-
stop service from Bengaluru 
and Mumbai, should airspace 
restrictions ease,” the spokes-
person added.

Responding to the news on 
social media, a passenger 
took to X, I have flights 
booked on BLR–SFO (with 
return) in May and DEL–SFO 
(with return) on May 26. 
What do I do. Others ques-
tioned the rationale behind the 

move, noting the Bengaluru–
San Francisco route is largely 
operated us ing Boeing 
777300ER aircraft. 

We booked months ago to 
avoid last-minute hassles, 
now, everything is uncertain, 
said Nakul Tirtha, a Bengalu-
ru-based tech professional.

An Air India passenger 
posted, I have family travel 
planned for May. What hap-
pens to our return tickets. An 
Air India official stated that 
they would reach out to the 
affected persons. However, 
while the expanded Delhi ser-
vices of Air India are expected 
to absorb some of the displaced 
demand, the withdrawal of di-
rect flight connectivity to San 
Francisco from Bengaluru and 
Mumbai is likely to have an 
impact on the tech profession-
als and business travelers who 
rely heavily on non-stop links 
to the west coast of United 
States of America.

Pulse Polio drive records 
95 percent coverage

BENGALURU

The city achieved 95 percent 
coverage in Sunday’s Pulse 
Polio drive, vaccinating 10.77 
lakh children under five. With 
68,798 children still pending, 
door-to-door vaccination will 
continue across the city till 
December 24.   continue till 
December 24

Strong public participation 
marks the National Pulse Po-
lio Immunisation drive in 
Bengaluru, with authorities 
intensifying door-to-door out-
reach to cover the remaining 
children before December 24.

Bengaluru witnessed an en-
couraging response to the Na-
tional Pulse Polio Immunisa-
tion campaign held on Sun-
day, with health officials 
achieving nearly 95 per cent 
coverage across the city. Ac-
cording to the Public Health 
Department of the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA), 
a total of 10,77,134 children 
under the age of five were ad-
ministered the polio vaccine 
during the day-long drive.

The immunisation campaign 
was conducted from 8 am to 5 
pm across all civic zones, in-
cluding GBA Central, West, 
East, South and North. Special 
vaccination booths were also 
set up at high-footfall locations 

such as Majestic bus stand, 
BMTC terminals, railway sta-
tions and other transit points, 
where 1,00,746 children re-
ceived the vaccine.

In addition to booth-based 
vaccination, health teams also 
reached out to families directly. 
During monitoring visits near 
residential areas, 1,741 children 
were vaccinated after being 
identified as missed cases. Of-
ficials stated that the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority has set a 
target of vaccinating 11,34,988 
children under the age of five 
as part of this campaign. While 
the single-day drive covered a 
majority, 68,798 children are 
still pending vaccination.

To ensure complete cover-
age, the Pulse Polio campaign 
will continue until December 
24. From Tuesday onwards, 
ASHA workers, Anganwadi 
staff and medical personnel 
will conduct door-to-door vis-
its across the city to vaccinate 
children who were missed 
during the main drive. 

BUDGET OUTLAY MAY BE CUT BY  
6% DUE TO REVENUE SHORTFALL

BENGALURU

The state government is look-
ing at an inevitable option of 
revising down the budget size 
for 2025-26 with a huge rev-
enue shortfall looming large 
for multiple reasons, includ-
ing the GST rate rationalisa-
tion. 

Senior government officials 
said the budget size for the 
current fiscal year, estimated 
at Rs 4.09 lakh crore is likely 
to be cut by around 6 percent 
to Rs 3.85 lakh crore. If this 
happens, it will be the third 
successive time that the bud-
get outlay is being reduced 
from the estimated figure and 
it also means that there will 
be a shortage of funds for de-
velopment since the capital 
expenditure will be cut pro-
portionately.   

The state finances are really 
in a difficult condition with 
our revenues spiralling down. 
And the downward revision 
of the budget outlay looks in-

evitable. Ironically, this is de-
spite the robust economic 
growth in Karnataka and 
blame is on the wrong steps 
taken by the Centre in the 
guise of taxation reforms, said 
CM’s economic adviser Basa-
varaj Rayareddi. 

The Mid Year Review 
(MYR) of state finance pre-

sented in the legislature has 
stated that the GST rate ratio-
nalisation is expected to result 
in the state suffering a reve-
nue shortfall of around Rs 
9,000 crore from commercial 
taxes. 

It said Karnataka will suffer 
another Rs 9,500-crore dent 
because of the Centre’s deci-
sion to levy cess on luxury 
and sin goods and not to share 
it with states.Apart from this, 
a slowdown in the real estate 
sector, coupled with glitches 
in the e-khata portal that dealt 
a blow to property registra-
tion, has resulted in a 1 per-
cent decline in revenue from 
the same period last year. 
Things are looking up now 
after the slow pace seen in the 
initial two quarters. We ex-
pect a remarkable recovery in 
the last two quarters and are 
trying hard to reach the target, 
said Mullai Muhilan, Inspec-
tor General of Registration 
and  Commiss ione r  Of 
Stamps. 

Senior government 
officials said the budget 
size for the current fiscal 

year, estimated at  
K4.09 lakh crore is likely 

to be cut by around  
6 percent to K3.85 

 lakh crore.

Unethical corporate–communal 
nexus behind crises: Vasuki

BENGALURU

Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) polit bureau mem-
ber U Vasuki said that the un-
ethical alliance between cor-
porates and communalists 
was the root cause of all prob-
lems in the country. 

We need to sharp-
en our weapons, but 
these are not knives 
or sickles. The idea 
to resist exploitation 
is a weapon. Idea to 
challenge status quo 
and claim our own rights and 
dignity is a weapon, she said, 
speaking during the state-lev-
el Janadhani rally organised 
by CPI(M) Karnataka state 
committee that saw atten-
dance of masses from across 

the state. She slammed the 
Modi-led NDA government 
for replacing Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
with Vikasit Bharat Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM 

G) Act. 
Right from its in-

ception, the Modi 
government is de-
stroying Rural Em-
ployment Act, and 
this is the last nail in 
the coffin. They are 

using Lord Ram’s name to 
sell their bogus product. For 
Sangh Parivar, Ram’s name is 
the Unique Selling Point 
(USP). By latest changes, the 
basic point of guarantee in the 
Act is taken away.

BIS unveils 
standardised 

hospital billing

‘Central govt 
destroying rural 

economic security’

BENGALURU

In a major move to protect 
patients from hidden costs 
and confusing medical bills, 
the Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) has introduced a 
new system for hospital bill-
ing. The new guidelines aim 
to make hospital charges 
transparent, easy to under-
stand and uniform across the 
country. The decision comes 
after a long-standing demand 
from citizens. 

A study by community  
platform Local Circles found 
53 percent of patients in  
India did not receive fully ite-
m i s e d  b i l l s .  M a n y  
were forced to pay lump-sum 
package charges without 
knowing what they were  
actually being billed for. Also, 
74  pe rcen t  o f  peop le  
surveyed wanted the govern-
ment to mandate a fixed bill-
ing format to prevent over-
charging.

BENGALURU

AICC General Secretary 
Sachin Pilot has criticized the 
central BJP government for 
completely destroying the 
economic security of rural ar-
eas by making changes to the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA). Speaking at a 
press conference at the KPCC 
office on Monday, he said, the 
Indian government has made 
a historic mistake. For the 
first time in the country’s  
history,  the name of a  
scheme named after the Fa-
ther of the Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhiji, has been changed. 
For so long, the names of 
schemes with other names 
were being changed to Mahat-
ma Gandhiji’s name. The In-
dian government is complete-
ly destroying the economic 
security of the rural areas of 
the country.
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Guru Nanak Dev Engineering College Alumni Meet 
BIDAR

Guru Nanak Dev Engineering 
College has become a house-
hold name in the district 
through quality education. 
Many students who studied 
here are serving in various 
high positions, and several 
others have achieved success 
in different fields and built a 
bright future. The fact that 
alumni are settled in India and 
abroad is a matter of pride for 
us, said Dr. Reshma Kaur, 
Vice President of the Guru 
Nanak Education Society.

She was speaking at the 
alumni meet and celebration 
program held at Guru Nanak 
Dev Engineering College lo-
cated on Mailoor Road in the 
city.

She stated that Guru Nanak 
Dev Engineering College, es-
tablished in 1980 by Sardar 
Joga Singh, is one of the old-
est and most prestigious col-
leges in the district. She said 
the institution is being taken 
forward on the path shown 
and the dreams envisioned by 
Joga Singh, with continuous 
efforts toward development. 
She appealed to alumni to ac-
tively contribute to the insti-

tution’s progress in areas such 
as curriculum development, 
industry collaboration, intern-
ships, research support, and 
placements. 

Emphasizing that the insti-
tution is moving toward au-
tonomy, she noted that alumni 
will play an important role in 
taking the college to greater 
heights. The program was 
presided over by Dr. Balbir 
Singh, President of the Sri 

Nanak Jhira Saheb Founda-
tion.

Recalling their college 
days, alumni freely interacted 
with their classmates and cel-
ebrated together. The joy of 
meeting friends after a long 
time was evident among stu-
dents from different batches. 
Cultural programs such as 
Bhangra dance, group dance, 
and singing added special 
charm to the event.

On this occasion, institution 
Secretary Sardar Nanak 
Singh, Sardar Preetam Singh, 
VTU Executive Council 
member S. Pavith Singh, 
Sardar Puneet Singh, Princi-
pal Dr. Veena S. Soraganvi, 
Dr. Dhananjay M., and Ad-
ministrative Officer R. D. 
Singh were present.

ALUMNI DRIVE GROWTH

QUICK READ

Tractor
 Hits Bike; Couple 

Killed

Surprise Inspection of 
Central Jail by City 

Police Commissioner

Devadurga
A tragic incident occurred 
today on the Nagaragun-
da Road in Devadurga ta-
luk, where a tractor hit a 
motorcycle from behind, 
resulting in the death of a 

couple. The deceased 
have been identified as 

Haseena Begum (28) and 
Ranjan Saab (31) from 
Arashinigi village. The 

couple was traveling by 
motorcycle from Arashini-

gi to Devadurga when a 
tractor coming from be-
hind allegedly rammed 

into their bike. As a result, 
the woman died on the 
spot, and her husband, 

who was seriously injured, 
died on the way to the 

hospital while being 
transported in an ambu-
lance, according to local 

residents. A case has 
been registered at the 

Devadurga Police Station 
in connection with the

 incident.

Kalaburagi 
City Police Commissioner, 
Dr. Sharannappa S.D., IPS, 

conducted an unan-
nounced visit to the Kala-
buragi Central Jail on De-
cember 22. During the in-
spection, he reviewed the 
overall security arrange-

ments, including the func-
tioning of CCTV systems 
and the conditions of in-
mates’ cells. The Com-
missioner assessed the 
existing security meas-
ures and provided guid-

ance to the jail authorities 
on areas requiring im-

provement. He empha-
sized the importance of 

maintaining strict surveil-
lance and ensuring proper 

protocols to enhance 
safety within the facility. 
The visit aimed to ensure 
that the jail operates effi-

ciently while upholding 
high standards of security 

and order.

 MLA Prabhu Chavan Conducts Village 
Tour, Criticizes Officials Over JJM Lapses
Chavan urged immediate action on water issues, directing new wells, quick fixes, and phased infrastructure development

BIDAR

MLA Prabhu Chavan began a 
tour of villages on Monday, 
visiting several areas in Chin-
taki Hobli to hear public 
grievances. While some is-
sues were resolved on the 
spot, the MLA expressed 
strong displeasure with offi-
cials regarding problems with 
drinking water supply in cer-
tain villages.

I n  v i l l a g e s  s u c h  a s 
Dhuduknal, Vanamarapalli, 
Badalgaon, and Narayanpur, 
residents informed the MLA 
that water supply was not 
reaching every household. Of-
ficials provided explanations 
about the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) work, but Chavan ex-
pressed frustration that despite 
previous efforts and funds 
brought as a minister to ensure 
clean drinking water in all vil-
lages, the work had not been 
properly executed. He noted 

that in some areas, work had 
been carried out even where 
water sources were inadequate, 
resulting in ongoing problems. 
He criticized the substandard 
quality of work in many places 
and stressed that appropriate 
action must be taken immedi-
ately, questioning why officials 
had remained inactive despite 
repeated instructions.

He directed that new wells 
be dug wherever needed and 

that any disruptions in water 
supply be immediately identi-
fied and corrected. Officials 
from the Rural Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation Department 
were specifically warned to 
take prompt action.

Chavan emphasized the im-
portance of personally listen-
ing to public grievances. He 
said he has been conducting 
village tours since 2009 to di-
rectly address issues and pro-

vide immediate solutions 
wherever possible. Road 
works, CC roads, and com-
munity building projects will 
be implemented in phases.

During the tour, officials 
and leaders from various de-
partments, including tehsildar 
Mahesh Patil, Assistant Com-
missioner Kiran Patil, Educa-
tion Officer B.J. Rangesh, 
Health Officer Dr. Gayatri, 
and others, accompanied him.

Concern Over Student 
Shortages in Schools
The MLA also visited 
schools and Anganwadi 
centers, expressing con-
cern over low student 
attendance. He noted 
that despite significant 
government spending 
on education for un-
derprivileged children, 
some classrooms had 
only 3–4 students, 
highlighting negligence 
by teachers and officials. 
He directed that teach-
ers from overstaffed 
schools be reassigned 
to needy areas and 
that steps be taken to 
improve government 
schools, including 
addressing absentee 
teachers.

Shankarlingshwar Math Swamiji 
Fires Shots in Udachan Village

KALABURAGI

In Udachan village of Afzal-
pur taluk, Shankarlingshwar 
Math Hiremata’s Swamiji, 
Shantaling Swamiji, reported-
ly fired shots into the air. Lo-
cals claim that six months ago 
the Swamiji had faced resis-
tance from the village, which 
allegedly led to his temporary 
expulsion. 

Following recent discus-

sions regarding the appoint-
ment of a new head at the 
Math, the Swamiji returned to 
the village and fired into the 
air. A video of the incident 
has gone viral on social me-
dia. Authorities received in-
formation about the occur-
rence on December 22, and 
further investigation is under-
way to ascertain the details of 
the event and ensure public 
safety.

Grand Ayyappa 
Swamy Maha 

Padi Pooja 
Celebration

CHINCHOLI

The grand Maha Padi Pooja 
of Lord Ayyappa was con-
ducted successfully on Mon-
day at the New Nagar area of 
Chandapur, which falls under 
the municipal limits here.

The religious program was 
held with great devotion and 
included Ganapati Homa, Go 
Pooja, Ganga Pooja, Abhishe-
ka of Lord Ayyappa, Dhoopa–
Deepa, Naivedya, and a pa-
lanquin procession, followed 
by the distribution of Maha 
Prasada to devotees.

The devotional singing by 
young talent Diyah Hegde 
captivated the audience and 
added spiritual charm to the 
event. The pooja rituals were 
performed by Jagadish Panta-
lu, Karabasappa Deshmukh, 
Gundappa, Lakshmikant, 
Channabasappa, Raghaven-
dra, and Basheerabad Shai-
lugouda.Prominent commu-
nity members including Ra-
joo Kapanur, Anand Tiger, 
Suresh Koravi, Ramesh Pa-
dashetti, and others partici-
pated in the program. Swa-
mis from Sabarimala devo-
tees’ ashrams across various 
taluks of Kalaburagi and Bi-
dar districts, along with local 
devotees, were present and 
took part in the celebrations 
with devotion.

136th Birth Anniversary of Centenarian 
Dr. Channabasava Pattaddevar 

Celebrated at BKT College
BHALKI

District Minister Eshwar 
Khandre said that centenarian 
Dr. Channabasava Pattadde-
var’s lifelong contributions to 
society and humanitarian ef-
forts serve as a model for 
spiritual leaders. He spoke at 
the 136th birth anniversary 
celebration of Dr. Chan-
nabasava Pattaddevar, orga-
nized by Shantivardhaka Ed-
ucation Trust on Monday at 
the Bhimanna Khandre Tech-
nical College (BKT) campus.

Nadoja Dr. Basavalinga 
Pattaddevar highlighted that 
Dr. Bhimanna Khandre had 
actively supported all of Dr. 
Channabasava Pattaddevar’s 
initiatives. Their combined 
contributions include infra-
structure projects, education, 
promotion of Kannada, and 
other legislative and social 
efforts. Dr. Channabasava 
Pattaddevar worked to com-
plete the vision of Basavanna, 
while schools and colleges 
under the Shantivardhaka Ed-
ucation Trust were named af-
ter Basavadi Sharanas to hon-

or the saints’ legacy.
Shivananda Swamiji of Hu-

lasuru Gurubasaveshwar 
Math praised Minister Eshwar 
Khandre’s service in the 
state’s Forest Department and 
wished him a future role as 
Chief Minister. 

He said Khandre has 
demonstrated the possibilities 
for effective service in the 

Forest Department and that 
everyone should support his 
rise to higher responsibilities 
due to his day-and-night ded-
ication.

Other speakers included 
Rajeshwara Shivacharya of 
Mehakar-Tadola Math, Gu-
rubasava Pattaddevar of 
Hiremath Sansthana, Beldal 
Siddarama Sharan, Dr. Ra-
jasekhar Shivacharya, and 
Poojya Dakulagi. Present at 
the event were MP Sagar 
Khandre, Sanstha Administra-
tor Ankush Dhole, and BKT 
Principal Dr. Udaykumar 
Kalyane. The event also fea-
tured Meghana Vachana sing-
ing performances, with Basa-
varaj Kavadi serving as the 
anchor.

Their combined efforts 
advanced education, 

Kannada, 
infrastructure, and 

social causes; 
Khandre praised for 

dedication and 
leadership potential

Dr Abdul Khader launched the Pulse Polio campaign, reaffirming 
commitment to sustaining India’s polio-free status

Our Goal Is to Build a Polio-
Free Nation – Dr. Abdul Khader

BHALKI

Our aim is to build a po-
lio-free nation, said Dr. Abdul 
Khader, Administrative Offi-
cer of the Public Hospital.

He was speaking after 
launching the Pulse Polio vac-
cination campaign by admin-
istering polio drops to chil-
dren below five years of age 
on Sunday in the town. To 
prevent permanent disability 
caused by polio, Pulse Polio 
vaccine is administered once 
every year to all children un-
der five years of age. Even 
children who have already 
received the vaccine are given 
the drops again to ensure 
complete protection. Due to 
the nationwide Pulse Polio 
campaign, India has become a 
polio-free country, he said.

RBSK doctor Dr. Nandini 
said that on Sunday, polio 

vaccination is being carried 
out at all public places in the 
town. 

Vaccination is being given 
at anganwadis, pre-primary 
schools, and all places where 
children under five years of 
age are present. On this occa-
sion, Pulse Polio vaccination 
was conducted from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at public places such 
as the Hanuman Temple near 
Balaji Temple, Maruti Tem-

ple near Lecturer Colony, 
and all public places in the 
old town.

Present on the occasion 
were Government Employ-
ees’ Association Treasurer 
Sunil Biradar, Nursing Offi-
cer Nandini Sunil Biradar, 
health officials, ASHA work-
ers, anganwadi workers, and 
RBSK workers Godavari and 
Mukta, along with anganwadi 
assistant Renuka.

BIDAR

Jnanasudha School, one of the 
district’s most esteemed insti-
tutions, inaugurated a two-day 
art and science exhibition on 
Monday, drawing significant 
attention from visitors.

The exhibition, held under 
the theme “Brain Wave,” wel-
comed guests with students 
dressed as soldiers perform-
ing patriotic dances. At the 
entrance, models of BrahMos, 
Rafale, and Sukhoi-400 from 
the “Operation Sindhoor” 
project impressed attendees. 
Inside, elaborate displays and 
student performances further 
engaged visitors. Students 
also portrayed historical and 
cultural figures such as Alla-
ma Prabhu, Basavanna, Akka-
mahadevi, Ambigar Choud-

hary, Nuliya Chandayya, Me-
dar Ketayya, Aydakki Lak-
kamma, Sharane Satyakka, 
and  Amuge Rayamma, 
demonstrating creativity and 
dedication through their proj-
ects.

A major highlight was a 
dramatic enactment of a Ma-
habharata scene, showing a 
conversation between Krish-
na, Arjuna, and Karna during 
Karna’s defeat, staged at the 
school’s badminton court. 
Visitors praised the school for 
organizing such high-quality 
displays.

The exhibition featured 
projects across subjects in-
cluding science, social stud-
ies, mathematics, Kannada, 
English, and Hindi. Over 
3,000 students, from LKG to 
10th grade, presented their 

work and explained their proj-
ects to visitors. Displays were 
arranged by grade and subject 
across four floors, showcasing 
GeoSpace satellites, Nilgiri 
Mountains, Jog Waterfall, ag-
ricultural tools, thermal power 
plants, science experiments, 
artificial intelligence, location 
tracking systems, pollution 
models, Mysore Palace, Adi 
Yogi statue, KRS Dam, and 
the world’s first tribal house.

The school auditorium 
hosted short plays on parlia-
mentary systems, Shivaji Ma-
haraj, environmental con-
cerns, and the impact of mo-
bile phone use. The exhibition 
was inaugurated by District 
Panchayat CEO Dr. Girish 
Dileep Badole and Beed As-
sistant Commissioner M.D. 
Shakeel, who appreciated the 
students’ creativity. Also pres-
ent were Jnanasudha Educa-
tion Society President Dr. 
Poornima G., directors Dr. 
Muneshwar Lakha and Ravi 
Moolge, Sapna Group Man-
ager Chandrashekhar Patil, 
and Principal Sunitha Swami.

Grand Exhibition at Jnanasudha 
Mahabharata Scenes Delight Visitors

Protest Against Veil Incident, 
Slipper Thrown at CM Nitish Photo

RAICHUR

Muslim women, under the 
leadership of the Waqf Protec-
tion Association, held a protest 
at Tipu Sultan Park here 
against Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, alleging that he 
disrespected a Muslim woman 
doctor by pulling her veil 
(niqab). The protesters said that 
Nitish Kumar had insulted 
Muslim traditions and demand-
ed that he immediately apolo-
gize. They stated that in a dem-
ocratic country, every commu-
nity has the right to follow and 
wear their traditional clothing, 
and his behavior was strongly 
condemnable.

During the protest, women 

expressed their anger by hitting 
Nitish Kumar’s photograph 
with slippers. They said that 
minorities, especially minority 
women, are being repeatedly 
insulted and that such incidents 
can no longer be tolerated. As-
sociation President Syed Mo-
hammed Saheb and Secretary 
Tausif Ahmed said that such 
actions go against the Constitu-
tion and religious freedom.

Several people, including 
Akbar Hussain Nagundi, Far-
zana Khanum, Nayyar Tayya-
ba, Mateen Ansari, Syed In-
ayatullah Quadri Saheb, Syed 
Murshad Jani Saheb, Moham-
med Masoom, Zafar Ahmed, 
M.D. Shafi, and Tabassum, 
took part in the protest.

Farmer’s Day Celebration 
by SBI in Kadani Village

KALABURAGI 

To honor the hard work and 
contributions of farmers, the 
State Bank of India (SBI), 
Kalaburagi branch, organized 
a Farmer’s Day celebration 
in Kadani village.

The event was graced by 
SBI Deputy Manager Ravi-
raj Sali and Related Manag-
er Goraknath Patil as chief 
guests. Along with the vil-
lagers, they celebrated the 
occasion with local farmers.

Speaking at the event, Re-
lated Manager Goraknath 
Patil provided details about 
various schemes offered by 
the bank for farmers. He ex-

plained financial facilities 
such as agricultural loans, 
crop loans, livestock loans, 
and loans for agricultural 
equipment, urging farmers 
to make the best use of these 
opportunities.

SBI Deputy Manager Ra-
viraj Sali highlighted how 
the bank’s services support 
rural development and em-
phasized that the bank is al-
ways committed to empow-
ering farmers financially.

The program saw a large 
turnout of farmers and vil-
lagers, contributing to its 
success and making the cel-
ebration a memorable occa-
sion.
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Four arrested for assaulting a disabled teen 
BAGALKOT

Four people have been taken 
into custody in Bagalkot dis-
trict after a disturbing video 
showing the brutal assault of 
a 16-year-old disabled boy at 
a residential school surfaced 
on social media, triggering 
widespread outrage and swift 
police action.

The incident reportedly oc-
curred around three months 
ago at Divyajyoti School for 
Differently Abled Children, a 
residential institution located 
in the Navanagar area of 

Bagalkote. However, the 
abuse remained undisclosed 
until recently, when a former 
employee of the school shared 
the video with the victim’s 
parents. Following this, the 
parents approached the police, 
leading to the registration of a 
case.

The video footage, which 
has since gone viral, shows 
the teenage boy lying help-
lessly on the floor while being 
repeatedly beaten with a belt 
and a plastic pipe. His legs 
appear to be pinned down 
during the assault as he cries 

out for help. In an even more 
shocking sequence, chilli 
powder is allegedly thrown 

into the boy’s eyes, while an 
onlooker can be heard laugh-
ing, underscoring the cruelty 
involved.

Siddharth Goyal confirmed 
that the residential school is 
run by a husband-and-wife 
duo. Based on the complaint 
lodged by the child’s parents, 
an FIR was registered under 
relevant provisions of the Ju-
venile Justice Act, which 
deals with offences against 
children.

Police have identified the 
main accused as Akshay In-
dulkar, who is alleged to have 

led the assault. His wife is ac-
cused of actively participating 
in the abuse. Two caretakers 
employed at the institution 
have also been arrested in 
connection with the case. The 
school is run by a non-gov-
ernmental organisation and 
caters to children with various 
disabilities, raising serious 
concerns about oversight and 
child safety. According to pre-
liminary investigations and 
media reports, the video was 
allegedly recorded by a staff 
member present at the time of 
the incident. 

BAGALKOT CHILD ABUSE
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Mixed reactions 

to new pick-up parking 
fee system

MGNREGA renaming 
will tarnish Prime 
Minister’s image

Devanhalli
A week after the imple-

mentation of a new pick-
up parking fee and access 
system at Kempegowda 

International Airport, pas-
sengers have expressed a 
combination of approval 
and frustration over the 

changes. The revised 
rules, introduced to im-

prove traffic flow and en-
hance safety at arrival 
terminals, have altered 
long-standing pick-up 

practices at the airport. 
Under the new system, 
only private vehicles are 

permitted to enter the ar-
rival gates directly. Yel-
low-board taxi vehicles 
have been restricted to 
designated taxi stands 

and specific pick-up 
zones. Airport authorities 
rolled out the system in 
phases, with Terminal 2 
adopting the new rules 
from December 11, fol-

lowed by Terminal 1 from 
December 13.

Doddaballapura
Senior Congress leader 
and district in-charge 

minister K. H. Muniyappa 
criticised the Central gov-
ernment for changing the 

name of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA), stating 

that the move has caused 
deep distress among the 

poor and marginalised 
sections of society. He 

warned that such actions 
would ultimately tarnish 

the image of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Muni-

yappa was speaking at 
the unveiling of a statue 

of B. R. Ambedkar, in-
stalled by the Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar Friendship 

Club at Siddenayakana-
halli in Doddaballapura. 

Addressing a gathering of 
local residents and party 
workers, he said the em-

ployment guarantee 
scheme was originally in-
troduced to improve the 
lives of the poor, rural la-
bourers, and oppressed 

communities, and any at-
tempt to alter its identity 

undermines its original 
intent.

State-level pre-university 
Kabaddi tournament inaugurated 

State-level Pre-University tenny-kabaddi tournaments were inaugurated  
with leaders urging students to achieve national excellence

GADAG

The state-level Pre-University 
(PU) college students’ ten-
ny-kabaddi tournament was 
formally inaugurated in 
Gadag, highlighting the dis-
trict’s growing reputation as a 
hub for sporting talent. 
Speaking at the opening cere-
mony, Karnataka’s Law, Jus-
tice, Human Rights, Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Legislation 
and Tourism Minister and 
Gadag district in-charge min-
ister, H. K. Patil, called upon 
young athletes to emerge as 
national and international-lev-
el sportspersons.

The tournament is being 
jointly organised by the district 
administration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Gadag district Pre-Univer-
sity Education Department, 
associations of PU college 
principals, lecturers, physical 
education lecturers, and 
non-teaching staff. The event 

is being held at the K.H. Patil 
Sports Stadium in Gadag and 
has drawn widespread partici-
pation from across the state.

Addressing the gathering, 
the minister noted that Gadag 
district has already produced 
several national and interna-
tional players in sports such 
as hockey, cricket, wrestling, 
volleyball, and athletics. He 
described it as encouraging 
that state-level PU college 
tenny-kabaddi competitions 
are being hosted in such a 
sports-oriented district and 

expressed hope that more na-
tional-level tenny-kabaddi 
players would emerge from 
Gadag.

Gadag has been provided 
with multiple sports facilities 
by the Karnataka government 
to support athletes, Dr. Patil 
said. These include a Mahat-
ma Gandhi hockey turf capa-
ble of hosting national-level 
matches, cricket net practice 
grounds, and four swimming 
pools that are already in ac-
tive use. He added that a 
wooden court would soon be 

developed at the indoor stadi-
um on Kalasapur Road. Fur-
ther plans include installing a 
football turf and floodlight 
facilities at the K.H. Patil Sta-
dium, enabling athletes to 
train and compete at higher 
levels.

T h e  m i n i s t e r  u rg e d 
sportspersons to make opti-
mal use of these facilities and 
strive for excellence at the 
national stage. He also en-
couraged visiting athletes to 
explore the historic temples 
a n d  m o n u m e n t s  o f 
Gadag-Betageri and Lakkun-
di, underscoring the district’s 
cultural heritage.

Legislative Council mem-
ber S. V. Sankanur, speaking 
on the occasion, appealed to 
the government to strengthen 
sports guidance by appointing 
physical education teachers 
and lecturers in primary, sec-
ondary, pre-university, and 
degree colleges.

Proposal sent to union 
Jal Shakti Ministry for 
funds: DK Shivakumar

CHITRADRUGA

Deputy Chief Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar has informed that 
a proposal has been submitted 
to the Union Ministry of Jal 
Shakti seeking the release of 
funds under the Pradhan Man-
tri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
(PMKSY) for the speedy im-
plementation of the Bhadra 
Upper Canal Irrigation Proj-
ect. The move follows the 
Union government’s an-
nouncement of ₹5,300 crore 
for the project in the 2023–24 
Union Budget.

The deputy Chief minister 
provided this information in a 
written reply during the win-
ter session of the Karnataka 
Legislature held in Belagavi, 
responding to a notice raised 
by Chitradurga MLA T. Ra-
ghumoorthy. He said the State 
government is making con-
certed efforts to ensure timely 
execution of the project by 
securing central financial as-
sistance.

The Bhadra Upper Canal 
Project has been designed to 
provide irrigation facilities 
through micro-irrigation sys-
tems by utilising 29.90 TMC 
of water to a drought-prone 
area spread across Chikka-

magaluru, Chitradurga, Tu-
makuru, and Davanagere dis-
tricts in central Karnataka. 
The project aims to irrigate 
2,25,515 hectares (5,57,022 
acres) of agricultural land and 
fill 367 lakes up to 50 per 
cent of their capacity, thereby 
strengthening both agriculture 
and groundwater recharge.

The revised project, with an 
estimated cost of ₹21,473.67 
crore, has received adminis-
trative approval. For the fi-
nancial year 2025–26, an al-
location of ₹1,440.29 crore 
has been made, and by the 
end of November 2025, finan-
cial progress amounting to 
₹597.92 crore has been 
achieved. The Deputy Chief 
Minister stated that the State 
has also requested the Union 
government to declare the 
Bhadra Upper Canal Project 
as a national project, which 
would enable faster comple-
tion with enhanced central 
funding.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar said a 

proposal has been 
sent seeking central 

funds for Bhadra 
Upper Canal Project

A damaged irrigation canal from Saudagar reservoir is causing 
severe water loss, threatening crops and livelihoods

Leaking canal of Saudagar 
reservoir sparks farmer distress

YADGIR 

The Saudagar reservoir in 
Yadgir taluk, considered the 
lifeline for dozens of villages 
and farmers in the region, is 
at the centre of growing con-
cern as its main irrigation ca-
nal has fallen into a state of 
severe disrepair. Farmers al-
lege that the authorities have 
failed to undertake timely re-
pairs for several years, result-
ing in large-scale leakage and 
wastage of precious water 
meant for agricultural use.

The main canal of the 
Saudagar reservoir plays a 
crucial role in irrigating farm-
lands across multiple villages. 
However, due to prolonged 
neglect, the canal structure 
has deteriorated significantly. 
Large sections of cement lin-
ing have peeled off, cracks 
have developed along the ca-
nal walls, and water is now 
leaking out at several points 
before it can reach farmers’ 
fields. Locals say that instead 
of nourishing crops, a huge 

quantity of reservoir water is 
being lost along the way.

Villagers from Chattikuni, 
Yaddalli and Allipura have 
voiced strong resentment over 
the situation. According to 
them, repeated appeals to the 
irrigation department have 
yielded no concrete action. 
They fear that if immediate 
repairs are not undertaken, the 
coming weeks could see fur-
ther crop losses and economic 
hardship.

Farmers in the region rely 
heavily on canal water from 
the Saudagar reservoir, espe-
cially for groundnut cultiva-
tion, which is a major crop in 

the area. Due to insufficient 
water supply, several farmers 
report that their groundnut 
fields are already drying up. 
We depend entirely on this 
canal. With water leaking ev-
erywhere, very little reaches 
our land. Our crops are wilt-
ing before our eyes, said one 
distressed farmer.

The reservoir itself contin-
ues to hold water, but the 
damaged canal has rendered 
the irrigation system ineffi-
cient. Farmers argue that even 
a modest repair and proper 
cement lining of the canal 
could prevent leakage and re-
store regular water flow. 

MLA administers 
Polio drops at 

public hospital
CHANNAPATNA

The Pulse Polio Programme 
was formally launched in 
Channapatna with a symbolic 
start at the city’s public hospi-
tal, where local MLA C. P. 
Yogeshwar administered po-
lio drops to a child. The ini-
tiative is part of the nation-
wide effort to ensure a po-
lio-free society by vaccinating 
all children below the age of 
five. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Yogeshwar emphasised 
the importance of collective 
responsibility in eradicating 
polio. He urged parents and 
guardians to ensure that every 
eligible child receives the 
vaccine, regardless of previ-
ous doses. Only through full 
participation can we protect 
future generations and sustain 
India’s polio-free status.

Massive devotee turnout at 
Male Mahadeshwara Hill 

CHAMARAJANAGAR

A massive influx of devotees 
was witnessed at Male Ma-
hadeshwara Hill on the occa-
sion of the Sesame New 
Moon festival, popularly 
known as Ellu Amavasya. 
Thousands of pilgrims from 
across Karnataka, as well as 
neighbouring states such as 
Tamil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh, arrived at the sacred 
hill shrine to seek the bless-
ings of Lord Mahadeshwara 
and offer special prayers.

From the early hours of the 
morning, the entire hilly re-
gion was transformed into a 
sea of devotees, with long 
queues forming for darshan. 
Despite the challenging ter-
rain and dense forest sur-
roundings, pilgrims of all 
ages made the journey to the 
temple, underscoring the deep 
spiritual significance of the 
occasion. Authorities said the 
crowd turnout was signifi-
cantly higher compared to 
regular days, reflecting the 
importance of Ellu Amavasya 
in the religious calendar.

The temple administration 
had made elaborate arrange-
ments well in advance to 
manage the heavy footfall. 
Special puja-punaskara rituals 
were conducted continuously 
from morning till late night 
on both days. These included 
special abhishekam, maha-
mangalarati, and various har-
ake pujas performed by 
priests in accordance with 

temple traditions. Devotees 
patiently waited for hours to 
participate in the rituals and 
witness the sacred ceremo-
nies.

To ensure the smooth 
movement of pilgrims, temple 
authorities, along with police 
and volunteers, were de-
ployed at key points across 
the hill. Separate queues were 
arranged to regulate darshan, 
while drinking water facili-
ties, medical aid, and basic 
amenities were provided to 
devotees. Crowd control mea-
sures were intensified, espe-
cially during peak hours, to 
avoid congestion near the 
sanctum sanctorum.

Many devotees said they 
had undertaken the pilgrim-
age after making vows, be-
lieving that prayers offered on 
the Sesame New Moon are 
especially powerful. We come 
here every year during Ellu 
Amavasya. Lord Mahadesh-
wara fulfils our wishes and 
protects our families, said a 
devotee from Mandya district.

Third arrest made in K’taka navy espionage case
UDUPI

Karnataka Police have made 
a third arrest in a serious na-
tional security case involving 
the alleged transfer of sensi-
tive Indian Navy information 
to Pakistan. The latest break-
through came after sleuths 
from the Malpe Po-
lice Station in Udupi 
d i s t r ic t  a r res ted 
34-year-old Hitendra, 
a resident of Kailash-
nagari in Gujarat.

According to in-
vestigators, Hitendra 
is suspected to have played a 
key logistical role in the espi-
onage operation by allegedly 
supplying SIM cards to the 
two accused arrested earlier. 
Police sources revealed that 
the SIM cards were provided 
in exchange for money and 

were allegedly used to facili-
tate communication for pass-
ing classified information. 
Given the sensitivity of the 
case, Hitendra is currently be-
ing questioned in detail, and 
investigators believe more 
individuals may be involved 
in the network.

The arrest follows 
the earlier detention 
of two men on No-
vember 21 for al-
legedly sharing confi-
dential Indian Navy 
intelligence with han-
dlers in Pakistan 

through social media plat-
forms such as WhatsApp and 
Facebook. The accused were 
employed at the Cochin Ship-
yard unit in Malpe and were 
apprehended by Udupi Police 
after a complaint was filed by 
the shipyard’s Chief Execu-

tive Officer.
The two accused have been 

identified as 20-year-old Ro-
hit and 37-year-old Santri, 
both residents of Sultanpur 
district in Uttar Pradesh. They 
have since been remanded to 
judicial custody. Police have 
booked them under Section 
152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) along with 
Sections 3 and 5 of the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, underscoring 
the gravity of the charges.

Superintendent of Police 
Hariram Shankar earlier stat-
ed that the investigation was 
led by Assistant Police Com-
missioner Harsha Priyamvada 
and Malpe Station Sub-In-
spector D. Anil Kumar. Act-
ing on a tip-off, a special po-
lice team traced the suspects 
to a rented room in Malpe and 
carried out the arrests.

Street play raises health and road 
safety awareness at bus stations

CHINTAMANI

An awareness programme us-
ing street theatre was organ-
ised at the government and 
private bus stations in Chinta-
mani, aiming to educate the 
public about health facilities 
and road safety measures. The 
initiative was jointly conduct-
ed by the Health Department 
and Police Department in col-
laboration with the Siddhartha 
Youth Sports Cultural Devel-
opment Association. Through 
an engaging street play, per-
formers conveyed important 
messages about the various 
services available under the 
Health Department, while also 
highlighting the need for re-
sponsible behaviour on roads. 
The programme attracted the 
attention of commuters, driv-
ers, and the general public at 
the busy bus stations, making 
effective use of public spaces 
to spread awareness.

Speaking on the occasion, 
police officer Prakash empha-
sised the importance of road 
safety for the well-being of 
individuals and families. He 
urged motorists to compulso-
rily wear helmets while driv-

ing two-wheelers, stating that 
it is essential not only for le-
gal compliance but also for 
personal health and safety. He 
also cautioned against over-
speeding and appealed to peo-
ple to drive slowly and re-
sponsibly to protect them-
selves and their loved ones. 
Prakash further appealed to 
citizens to strictly follow traf-
fic rules and police instruc-
tions, noting that negligence 
on the road often results in 
serious injuries or loss of life, 
causing irreversible pain to 
families. “Driving responsibly 
is not just about saving one-
self but also about safeguard-
ing family members who de-
pend on us,” he said.

Health Department official 
Mallurappa highlighted the 
alarming number of deaths 
among youth due to rash and 
high-speed driving in both ur-
ban and rural areas. He said 
young people form the back-
bone of families and society, 
and irresponsible driving has 
been leading to tragic and 
avoidable accidents. He urged 
youth to understand their re-
sponsibilities and adopt safe 
driving habits. 
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Office of The City Civil Court, 
Bengaluru.

E-TENDER NOTICE
The City Civil Court, Bengaluru invites e-bidding proposals 
(quotations) through the e-procurement website (https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/Auctions/live) from eligible 
institutions/agencies/business operators/manpower service 
providers (having branch office in Bengaluru city only) for 
providing the following service contract. Tender No.: ADM-
II.43/2025/Part Time Menials Dated: 20.12.2025. Tender 
No. (as issued by KPPP): HCK/2025-26/SE0097 Call2 
Dated: 20.12.2025. Tender Name / Services sought for: 
Procurement of Cleaning Persons for cleaning purposes 
through outsource on service contract basis for the 
premises measuring a total area of 1,34,631.21 Sq.m, 
to perform all cleaning services as mentioned in the 
tender. Tender Contract Period: 3 years, renewable each 
year, subject to satisfactory quality/performance or until 
order of discontinuation of the said services. Estimated 
Approx. Total Tender Amount: No estimation drawn, as no 
reference to calculate the said services is found. Rs. 
50,00,000/- is taken as nominal estimated tender cost 
for KPPP website requirement only. EMD Amount: Rs. 
50,000/- (Nominal EMD with no link to tender estimation 
cost). PBG will be based on the tender-awarded value. 
Last date for clarification: 26.12.2025 at 2.00 PM. Last date 
and time for submission of tender proposal: 27.12.2025 at 
5.00 PM. Date and time of opening of tender: Technical Bid: 
29.12.2025 at 10.01 AM (Financial Bid - upon approval of 
Technical Bid). Pre-bid meeting date: 26.12.2025 at 1.30 PM 
(at the above office). For further details: Tel: 080-22939220 
/ Email: cccadm2@gmail.com

Sd/- Registrar, City Civil Court, Bengaluru.
DIPR/DD-C.P/4601/KSMCA/2025-26

No.: CCC.ADM-II.43/2025/Cleaning Staff/2025-26 Date: 20.12.2025

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Department of Minor Irrigation and

    Ground Water Development
 Office of the Executive Engineer

M.I. & GWD Division, Mysore
TENDER NOTIFICATION NO : 26/2025-26 ,

Dated: 18-12-2025
On behalf of the Governer of  Karnataka,  the Executive
Engineer, M.I. & GWD Division, Mysore invites  tenders
from registered and eligible contractors under “Kppp”
Portal as per the terms and conditions prescribed in
standard tender  documents of KW1 and KW2 for 65  works,
minimum tender amount Rs5.00 lakhs, maxmium tender
amount Rs 50.00 Lakhs and  EMD amount minimum
Rs0.062 lakhs and maximum amount Rs1.25 lakhs. The
other tender details are given below. Any information
regarding this tender may be obtained from this office
during office hours up to: Date: 26.12.2025 – 12.30 PM.
Last date to upload the tenders with the prescribed
E.M.D and requisite documents through website  https:/
/kppp.karnataka.gov.in Date: 26.12.2025 – 5.30 PM. The
bids  will be opened Date: 29.12.2025 – 11-00 AM
Note:  All the rights are reserved for postponement or
cancellation of all bids or  any individual bids of this tender
notification without assigning any reasons by the under
signed. The terms and conditions for each work is
published in the “Kppp” Tender Portal. Any corrigendum
pertains to above tender will be published in KPP Portal
only.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, MI & GWD Division, Mysore.

KSMCA/Mys/797 Size : 12x8

DIPR/DDMYS/1401/KSMCA/797/2025-26

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi
No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-1/TENDER/2025-26/5538         DATE:20/12/2025 

E-Tender Notification
Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has 

invited item wise e-Tenders from Registration in KPWD 
Department authorized by Karnataka Government for the 
works coming under the jurisdiction of Chikodi PWD Division 
2 work under head of account 5054-03-337-0-17-154 -State 
Highway Improvements amount put to tender is Rs. 161.34 
Lakhs and Rs. 145.23 Lakhs respectively.

 Calendar of events:1)Pre Bid Meeting Date: 01-01-2026 AT 
11.00 PM, 2)Last date for queries & clarifications : 03-01-
2026 up to 5.30 PM, 3)Last Date of Receipt of Bids : 06-01-
2026 up to 5.00 PM, 4)Date of opening of Technical bids (Two 
Cover System): 08-01-2026 at 4.30 PM, 5)Date of opening of 
Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval of 
Technical bids”, 6)If no bid received auto extension will be 
done by e-proc itself for 2 days.

For more information & forms of tender can be 
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in  & departmental 
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected 
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division 
Chikkodi during working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division Chikodi.DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1522/KSMCA/2025-26

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS

PREGNANT WOMAN KILLED 
IN ALLEGED HONOUR CRIME

A pregnant woman was brutally killed in Hubballi taluk over her  
inter-caste marriage, triggering outrage and police action

 Continued from page 1

In a shocking case of alleged 
honour killing, a Lingayat man 
in Hubballi taluk has been ac-
cused of beating his 20-year-
old pregnant daughter to death 
for marrying a man from a 
Scheduled Caste community. 
The brutal assault also left her 
husband’s parents seriously 
injured. The incident has sent 
shockwaves across the region 
and renewed concerns over 
caste-based violence and in-
ter-caste marriages.

The victim, identified as 
Manya Patil, succumbed to 
severe head injuries at a pri-
vate hospital on Sunday, De-
cember 22. Her unborn child 
also did not survive. The at-
tack occurred at Inam Veera-
pura village, which falls un-
der the jurisdiction of the 

Hubballi Rural Police Station.
According to Gunjan Arya, 

Manya’s father, Prakashgouda 
Patil, along with his relatives, 
allegedly assaulted her at her 
husband’s residence using le-
thal weapons, including an 
axe and an iron sprinkler pipe. 
The violent attack took place 

around 6.30 pm, and despite 
being rushed for medical 
treatment, Manya died ap-
proximately three hours later.

Her father-in-law and moth-
er-in-law were also attacked 
during the incident and sus-
tained injuries. They are cur-
rently undergoing treatment at 

a hospital. Police officials 
stated that the assailants al-
legedly first attacked Manya’s 
husband Vivekananda and his 
father while they were work-
ing in a field, before forcibly 
entering the house and con-
tinuing the assault.

M a n y a  h a d  m a r r i e d 
Vivekananda, a man from the 
Madar caste belonging to the 
same village, earlier this year. 
The couple reportedly met 
while studying in college and 
had registered their marriage 
in Hubballi. From the begin-
ning, the marriage faced stiff 
opposition from Manya’s 
family. Following the wed-
ding, police had intervened 
due to concerns about the 
couple’s safety and had sum-
moned both families, issuing 
strict warnings against harass-
ment or violence. 

Swamiji’s batchmates arrange 
prasada for hostel students

KOPPAL

In a gesture of service and so-
cial commitment, the batch-
mates of Sri Gavisiddeshwara 
Mahaswamiji, who pursued 
their degree studies during the 
1997–98 academic year, or-
ganised a prasada arrange-
ment for hostel students and a 
special meal for senior citi-
zens in Koppal. The initiative 
reflected the group’s contin-
ued dedication to community 
welfare and compassion.

The programme was organ-
ised at the Sri Gavisiddesh-
wara College and the Sri 
Gavisiddeshwara Hostel, 
where students were served a 
wholesome prasada meal. In 
addition, the alumni group ex-
tended their service to the res-
idents of the Surabhi Old Age 
Home by arranging food and 
spending quality time with the 
elderly.

Members of the 1997–98 
degree batch, who are close 
associates of Sri Gavisiddesh-
wara Mahaswamiji of Gavi-

math, have taken a collective 
resolve to organise a one-day 
prasada arrangement for hos-
tel students every year in De-
cember. This tradition has 
been followed consistently for 
the past two years and contin-
ues to gain appreciation for its 
sincerity and impact.

On the day of the pro-

gramme, alumni members 
arrived in Koppal from vari-
ous places and first visited the 
Surabhi Old Age Home. They 
interacted warmly with the 
senior citizens, engaging them 
in conversations, sharing ex-
periences, and bringing smiles 
to their faces. The elderly res-
idents were then served a 
well-prepared and nutritious 
meal, which was received 
with gratitude and joy.

Later, at the Sri Gavisid-
deshwara Hostel, prasada was 
served to all hostel students. 
The menu included wheat 
huggi, pulao, rice, sambar, 
and brinjal curry, prepared 
and served with devotion. 
Students expressed happiness 
and thanked the alumni for 
remembering them and sup-
porting their welfare.

Speak ing  in fo rmal ly, 
members of the alumni 
group said that such service 
activities help them stay 
connected to their roots and 
instil values of compassion 
and responsibility. 

Alumni of  Gavimath 
Swamiji organised 
prasada for hostel 

students and meals for 
elderly residents

18-year-old girl missing, police ask help
CHITRADURGA

The police have appealed 
to the public for assistance 
in tracing an 18-year-old 
girl who has gone missing 
from Holalkere taluk in 
Chitradurga district. Ac-
cording to an official re-
lease dated December 22, 
Lakshmi Suresh Naik, a 
resident of Nandihalli vil-
lage, has been missing 
since December 15.

A case regarding her 
disappearance was regis-
tered on December 16 at 
the Chikkajajur Police 
Station. Police said Laksh-
mi had been pursuing her 
studies at a college in Da-

vangere and had appeared 
for the second PUC exam-
ination, in which she was 
unsuccessful.

On  December  15 , 
Lakshmi reportedly left 
home stating that she was 
going to college to pay her 
examination fee. However, 
she did not return home 
thereafter, raising concern 
among her family mem-
bers. After waiting and 
making inquiries without 
success, the family ap-
proached the police, fol-
lowing which a missing 
person case was registered 
and an investigation was 
initiated.

Police have issued a de-

scription of the missing girl 
to aid in identification. 
Lakshmi is about 4.8 feet 
tall, has an average build, a 
broad face, and wheatish 
complexion. She speaks 
Kannada and Lambani lan-
guages. Officials have 
urged people to carefully 
note these details and re-
port any information that 
could help trace her where-
abouts. The missing girl 
belongs to Nandihalli in 
Holalkere. Police teams are 
conducting searches and 
making inquiries in nearby 
areas and transit points as 
part of the investigation.

The police have request-
ed anyone who has seen 

Lakshmi or has any rele-
vant information to imme-
diately contact the author-
ities. Information can be 
shared with the Chikkaja-
jur Police Inspector on 
m o b i l e  n u m b e r 
9480803150 or with the 
Holalkere Circle Police 
Inspector on mobile num-
ber 9480803135.

Police officials have as-
sured that any information 
provided by the public will 
be kept confidential. They 
stressed that timely inputs 
from citizens can play a 
crucial role in tracing 
missing persons and re-
uniting them with their 
families.

National Consumer Day to be 
observed on December 24

CHITRADURGA

The National Consumer 
Day–2025 will be ob-
served on December 24 
(Wednesday) in Chitradu-
rga with an awareness pro-
gramme jointly organised 
by various government 
departments and legal bod-
ies. The event aims to pro-
mote consumer rights, re-
sponsibilities, and aware-
ness among the public.

According to an official 
release issued on Decem-
ber 22, the programme has 
been organised by the dis-
trict administration and 
Zilla Panchayat in associ-
ation with the Department 

of Food, Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs, 
District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion, Legal Metrology De-
partment, Backward Class-
es Welfare Department, 
Food Safety and Drug 
Administration, District 
Scheduled Castes Welfare 
Department, District Ad-
vocates Association, and 
Chitradurga District LPG 
Distributors.

The event will be held at 
Valmiki Bhavan, located 
near Madakarinayaka Cir-
cle in the city. The pro-
gramme will be inaugurat-
ed by V. Somashekhar, 
First Additional District 

and Sessions Judge. The 
programme will be pre-
sided over by T. Ven-
katesh, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Chitradurga 
district.

Key dignitaries attend-
ing the programme as 
chief guests include M. 
Murthy, Additional Advo-
cate General, H. N. Mee-
na, President of the Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission, 
and B. H. Yashodha, 
Member of the Commis-
sion.The President of the 
District Advocates Asso-
ciation, H. S. Mahesh-
warappa, will deliver a 
special lecture.

Registration 
for tur dal 

procurement 
to begin from 

Dec 24 
CHIKKABALLAPUR

The district adminis-
t r a t i on  has  an -
nounced that regis-
tration for the pro-
curement of tur dal 
under the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) 
scheme will com-
mence from Decem-
ber 24 across Chikk-
aballapur district. 
District Collector P. 
N. Ravindra has ap-
pealed to farmers 
cultivating tur dal to 
make use of the op-
portunity by register-
ing promptly and in 
large numbers. Pre-
siding over a meet-
ing of the District 
Task Force Commit-
tee on tur dal pro-
curement under the 
MSP scheme at the 
District Collector’s 
office on Monday, 
Ravindra outlined 
the roadmap for reg-
istration and pro-
curement. 

Applications 
invited for 
financial 

assistance 
GADAG

The Gadag district 
administration has 
invited applications 
for financial assis-
tance to persons with 
disabilities under the 
5 per cent reservation 
scheme for the years 
2021–22 and 2024–
25. The assistance 
will be provided un-
der funds allocated 
by the State Finance 
Commission (SFC) 
and the Gadag-Betag-
eri City Municipal 
Council. According 
to the official notifi-
cation issued on De-
cember 22, applica-
tions are being ac-
cepted for two specif-
ic categories. Under 
the 2021–22 5 per 
cent scheme, eligible 
students with disabil-
ities can apply for 
educational assis-
tance to support their 
academic needs. 
Meanwhile, under the 
2024–25 5 per cent 
scheme, applications 
have been invited to 
extend financial sup-
port to sportspersons 
with disabilities.
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MP plans to set up Gurukul schools to teach Sanskrit  
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has announced plans to 
set up new Gurukul-style 
schools that will teach San-
skrit, Vedas, Yoga, and later, 
education on cows. School 
Education Minister Uday 
Pratap Singh said the initia-
tive aims to blend ancient In-
dian knowledge with modern 
learning, promoting holistic 
development.

Specialised schools are be-

ing developed in Rajgarh and 
Narsinghpur districts. Initial-
ly, students will study San-
skrit, Vedas, and Yoga. Later, 
lessons on cows will be intro-
duced, focusing on their cul-
tural, health, and scientific 
importance. Singh said cows 
inspire energy and well-being, 
adding that these schools will 
serve as centres of inspiration 
and research.

The minister explained that 
the move aligns with efforts 
to revive Vedic education and 

cow conservation. He noted 
that similar to the Sandipani 
schools for Sanskrit in Indore 

and Ujjain, these Gurukuls 
will be named after Adi Shan-
karacharya. If successful, 
more such schools will be 
opened across the state.

Alongside traditional sub-
jects, the government is also 
working to reduce dropout 
rates by introducing vocation-
al training. Singh said 3,367 
higher secondary schools will 
include trades and job-role 
training. Agriculture has al-
ready been introduced in 690 
schools, with plans to expand 

further. Professional educa-
tion has been added in 984 
schools during 2025-26, rais-
ing enrolment from 4 lakh to 
5.90 lakh students. The goal 
is full enrolment next year.

While mainstream science 
supports the nutritional value 
of cow milk and products, no 
peer-reviewed studies confirm 
cows as sources of “energy” 
or “inspiration.” However, 
traditional Ayurvedic texts 
highlight their revered role in 
purity and vitality.

VEDIC EDUCATION

QUICK READ
‘India needs more 

investment to  
lead education’

Former IPS officer 
shoots self after  
cyber fraud loss

Crimes, terrorism  
will face strong  

action: Police

Nalanda
Senior Congress leader 

Shashi Tharoor on Monday 
said India still has a long 
road to become a global 

learning centre. Speaking at 
the Nalanda Literature Fes-

tival, he warned that big 
global ambitions cannot 

replace strong investment 
in schools and universities. 
Tharoor noted that India’s 

position in global university 
rankings has slipped. While 

a few Indian institutions 
have entered the top 200, 

none are among the top 50 
or top 10 worldwide.

Patiala
Former IPS officer Amar 

Singh Chahal allegedly shot 
himself on Monday after 
being cheated of Rs 8.10 
crore by cyber fraudsters 

posing as wealth manage-
ment advisors. In a purport-
ed note, he blamed the on-

line scam for his action. 
Chahal was rushed to a 

hospital in critical condition, 
Patiala Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Varun Shar-

ma said. Chahal was earlier 
named as an accused in the 

2015 police firing cases 
linked to anti-sacrilege pro-

tests in Faridkot.

Jammu
Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General of Police Nalin 
Prabhat on Monday said 

terrorism and all other 
crimes will remain under 

strict police watch and ac-
tion. He said the force aims 
to fully eliminate anti-na-
tional and anti-social ele-
ments from the Union Ter-
ritory. Speaking after inau-

gurating the 14th Police 
Shaheed Smriti T20 Cricket 
Tournament at Kathua sta-
dium, the DGP warned that 
drug mafias, gangsters and 
terrorists will not be spared.

India-New Zealand FTA will 
accelerate bilateral partnership: EAM
The India-New Zealand trade pact signals faster growth, stronger ties and wider economic cooperation
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Monday said 
the India-New Zealand Free 
Trade Agreement marks a ma-
jor step forward.

Describing the agreement 
as a landmark, Jaishankar said 
it would greatly boost trade, 
investment and economic co-
operation between the two 
countries. In a post on X, he 
noted that the FTA places bi-
lateral ties on an accelerated 
growth path. He added that 
the pact was concluded in re-
cord time under the guidance 

of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and New Zealand Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon, 

reflecting shared ambition 
and strong political will.

Earlier in the day, Prime 

Minister Modi spoke to Prime 
Minister Luxon over the 
phone, during which both 
leaders jointly announced the 
conclusion of the Free Trade 
Agreement. Modi said the 
deal, finalised in just nine 
months, highlighted the com-
mitment of both nations to 
deepen economic engage-
ment. He described the  
agreement as historic and said 
it would open new avenues 
for trade, investment and  
innovation.

The leaders also welcomed 
progress in defence coopera-
tion, sports exchanges, educa-

tion partnerships and peo-
ple-to-people ties. They 
agreed that negotiations, 
launched during Luxon’s vis-
it to India in March 2025, had 
moved swiftly due to mutual 
trust and shared goals.

The FTA will expand mar-
ket access, boost investments 
and deepen cooperation, ben-
efiting farmers, MSMEs, 
youth and innovators. Leaders 
expect trade to double in five 
years. New Zealand said 95 
per cent tariffs will ease, ex-
ports may rise USD 1.3 bil-
lion yearly, and USD 20 bil-
lion will be invested in India.

Concerns grow over 
Bangladesh India relations

NEW DELHI

Foreign affairs expert Robind-
er Sachdev on Monday ex-
pressed concern over recent 
remarks by Bangladesh’s 
Chief Adviser Muhammad 
Yunus.

Sachdev said statements 
made by Yunus at the funeral 
of slain activist Sharif Osman 
Hadi showed a troubling po-
litical direction. He pointed 
out that Yunus publicly 
pledged to carry forward 
Hadi’s political ideas, which 
Sachdev described as prob-
lematic for regional ties.

Quoting Yunus, Sachdev 
said the Chief Adviser prom-
ised future generations would 
follow Hadi’s political philos-
ophy. He noted that Hadi’s 
central belief was that democ-
racy in Bangladesh could not 
succeed unless the country 
distanced itself from India. 
Sachdev said such thinking 
was worrying, as India has 
long supported Bangladesh’s 
stability, development and  
security.

Yunus, while addressing 
mourners, said Hadi would 
remain part of Bangladesh’s 
political life and praised his 
style of respectful politics. He 
also said the leadership would 
act confidently on the global 
stage without bowing to pres-
sure. Yunus described Hadi’s 
desire to contest elections as 
an example of democratic 
participation.

Meanwhile, former Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
strongly criticised the Yunus-

led interim government. In an 
interview, she said violence 
and lawlessness had increased 
after her removal and were 
harming Bangladesh’s image 
abroad. She warned that insta-
bility was straining relations 
with neighbouring countries, 
especially India.

Hasina alleged that minori-
ties were unsafe and extremist 
forces were gaining influence 
under the interim government. 
She claimed convicted terror-
ists were released and radical 
groups allowed into public 
life. She said such develop-
ments should alarm India and 
others concerned about South 
Asian stability.

Osman Hadi was shot in 
Dhaka on December 12 and 
died on December 18, trigger-
ing protests and unrest. Hasi-
na blamed the interim govern-
ment for failing to control 
violence, protect minorities 
and safeguard diplomatic mis-
sions. Bangladesh remains 
tense amid protests, security 
concerns and scrutiny ahead 
of next year’s elections.

Remarks by 
Bangladesh’s interim 

leadership have raised 
concerns over ideology, 
stability and future India-

Bangladesh relations

Jaishankar to visit Sri 
Lanka as PM’s envoy 
after Cyclone Ditwah

NEW DELHI 

India’s External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar will visit 
Sri Lanka on December 23 as 
Prime Minister’s Special En-
voy. His trip comes at a cru-
cial time, with India extend-
ing strong humanitarian sup-
port to its neighbor after the 
devastation caused by Cy-
clone Ditwah.

The Ministry of External 
Affairs said the visit reflects 
India’s “Neighbourhood 
First” policy and aims to 
strengthen ties with Sri Lan-
ka’s leadership. It also high-
lights ongoing relief efforts 
under Operation Sagar Band-
hu, launched to assist commu-
nities hit by the cyclone.

Last week, the Assistant 
High Commission of India in 
Kandy distributed dry ration 
packets to 86 affected fami-
lies in Badulla District. Local 
parliamentarians and officials 
joined the effort, underscoring 
India’s commitment to help-
ing Sri Lanka recover.

Medical assistance has also 
been a major part of India’s 
outreach. The Sri Lankan 
Army recently commended 
the Indian Army’s 60 Para-
chute Field Hospital for its 

exceptional relief work. An 
85-member medical team, led 
by Lieutenant Colonel Jag-
neet Gill, was deployed in 
Mahiyanganaya, Uva Prov-
ince, from December 2 to 12. 
The team provided medical, 
surgical, and dental care to 
more than 7,000 civilians im-
pacted by the cyclone.

Jaishankar’s engagements 
are expected to reinforce bi-
lateral cooperation and hu-
manitarian coordination as Sri 
Lanka rebuilds. His visit sym-
bolizes India’s solidarity with 
its neighbor during a difficult 
time, while also strengthening 
regional ties.

India’s continued support 
through food supplies, medi-
cal aid, and diplomatic out-
reach shows its resolve to 
stand by Sri Lanka as the 
country recovers from Cy-
clone Ditwah’s destruction.

WB CM alleges 
errors in SIR, 
slams Election 
Commission

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
criticised the Election Com-
mission of India over alleged 
gross errors in the Special In-
tensive Revision exercise in 
the state. She was speaking at 
a meeting of Trinamool Con-
gress booth level agents at the 
Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kol-
kata. Banerjee claimed the 
Special Intensive Revision 
was conducted in an un-
planned manner and said ob-
servers were appointed with-
out informing the state gov-
ernment. She alleged the 
Election Commission was 
acting on directions of the 
BJP and ignoring ground  
realities.

The Chief Minister said 
central officers appointed as 
micro observers lacked local 
language knowledge and 
proper training. She said 
many could not understand 
Bengali, Nepali or Lepcha 
and were unfit to conduct 
hearings. Banerjee also ques-
tioned changes in voter ad-
dresses, names and marital 
status during the revision pro-
cess. She urged booth level 
agents to ensure no genuine 
voter faced trouble during 
verification hearings.

The Trinamool Congress 
chief alleged the BJP planned 
to remove nearly one point 
five crore voters from rolls. 
She claimed outsiders were 
being brought into Bengal to 
influence the upcoming elec-
tions. Banerjee accused the 
Centre of using the Election 
Commission to control and 
insult Bengal. She said such 
moves aimed to undermine 
the state culture and demo-
cratic traditions.

Kerala plans special drive to add new voters
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala is set to launch a spe-
cial voter enrolment drive af-
ter completing the house-to-
house survey under the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls. The enumer-
ation phase ended on Decem-
ber 18, and the draft electoral 
rolls will be published on 
Tuesday. Election officials 
said the new drive will focus 
on adding first-time voters 
and eligible citizens whose 
names are missing from the 
rolls.

Chief Electoral Officer 
Rathan U. Kelkar said the 
drive mainly aims to include 
people who have turned 18 
and others who are yet to be 
registered as voters. The ef-
fort is intended to ensure 
maximum voter inclusion be-
fore the next stage of the elec-
tion process.

So far, officials have re-
ceived 2.92 lakh applications 
through Form 6 for fresh en-
rolment. In addition, 15,157 
applications were fi led 
through Form 6A by overseas 

voters. These applications 
will be verified and processed 
after the draft rolls are re-
leased.

Kelkar said digitisation of 
a l l  enumera t ion  forms  
was completed by 10 a.m. on 
December  18,  marking  
full completion of the data 
entry work. However, many 
entries were marked uncol-
lectable under the Absent, 
Shifted and Dead (ASD)  
categories.

A total of 24.81 lakh en-
tries, or 8.91 per cent of vot-
ers, were flagged. This in-

cludes 6.49 lakh deceased 
voters, 6.89 lakh untraceable 
voters, 8.21 lakh shifted vot-
ers, 1.34 lakh duplicate en-
tries and 1.86 lakh under oth-
er reasons.

The ASD list has been up-
loaded on the Chief Electoral 
Officer’s website and shared 
with political parties. A re-
vised list will be published 
with the draft rolls on De-
cember 23. Claims and ob-
jections can be filed till Jan-
u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6 .  F i n a l  
rolls will be published on 
February 21.

NCDC, WHO India hold 
2-day meet to boost 

influenza preparedness

NEW DELHI

The National Centre for 
Disease Control (NCDC), 
in collaboration with 
WHO India, on Monday 
began a two-day meeting 
to strengthen influenza 
preparedness across the 
country.

The Chintan Shivir, ti-
tled “Strengthening Inter-
ministerial and Intersec-
toral Convergence for 
Influenza Preparedness 
and Response,” is sched-
uled from December 22 
to 23 in New Delhi. It 
provides a platform for 
key stakeholders to dis-
cuss ways to improve pre-
paredness and response 
ahead of the upcoming 
influenza season.

Influenza continues to 
pose a major public 
health challenge in India 
and globally. The conta-
gious respiratory disease 
affects the nose, throat, 
and lungs, causing peri-
odic outbreaks with high 
morbidity and mortality, 
particularly among chil-
dren, older adults, preg-
nant women, and people 
with chronic illnesses.

Union Health Minister 
JP Nadda, addressing  
the inaugural session vir-
tually, highlighted the  
importance of aligning 

preparedness and re-
sponse activities, includ-
ing surge capacities, for 
the forthcoming influenza 
season. He underlined the 
role of the Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Pro-
gramme (IDSP) in moni-
toring seasonal influenza 
trends across States and 
Union Territories in real 
time.

The meeting stressed 
the need for coordination 
across sectors for surveil-
lance, early warning, lab-
oratory readiness, clinical 
care, and risk communi-
cation. Around 110 repre-
sentatives from minis-
tries, departments, and 
institutions participated, 
aiming to develop a prac-
tical preparedness check-
list to assess readiness, 
identify gaps, and guide 
follow-up actions.

The Chintan Shivir also 
promoted One Health–
based preparedness, link-
ing human, animal, and 
environmental health sys-
tems. By encouraging 
whole-of-government co-
ordination, the initiative 
strengthens India’s pan-
demic readiness and  
response, supporting na-
t i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  
health security under the 
principle of Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam.

India leads in digital health, 
innovation, says Patel

NEW DELHI

India is at the forefront of dig-
ital health and innovative 
technologies, said Union Min-
ister of State for Health and 
Family Welfare, Anupriya 
Patel, on Monday. Speaking 
at the seventh annual convo-
cation of Vardhman Mahavir 
Medical College & Safdar-
jung Hospital, Patel urged 
new doctors to maintain com-
passion and humanity in their 
medical practice. “As doctors, 
you have entered into a social 
contract, so that touch of hu-
manity should not go any-
where,” she said.

Congratulating the graduat-
ing students, she highlighted 
the crucial role of public med-
ical institutions in strengthen-
ing India’s healthcare system. 
She added that medical de-
grees represent not just aca-
demic achievement but also 
qualities like compassion, 
dedication, and perseverance 
that are vital in the profession.

Patel underscored the trans-
formation in India’s healthcare 
over the past 11 years. More 
than 1.82 lakh Ayushman Aro-
gya Mandirs now provide 
comprehensive primary care. 
Secondary healthcare gaps are 
being addressed in CHCs and 

district hospitals, while tertiary 
care facilities are expanding 
and medical education is being 
reimagined.

The number of medical col-
leges has grown from 387 to 
819, AIIMS institutes from 7 
to 23, undergraduate seats 
from 51,000 to 1,28,000, and 
postgraduate seats from 
31,000 to 82,000.

She also highlighted Ayush-
man Bharat – PMJAY, which 
provides free health coverage 
up to Rs 5 lakh to over 62 
crore people. Schemes like 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi 
Pariyojana and Amrit Phar-
macies offer medicines, de-
vices, and surgical implants at 
discounted rates.

During the convocation, 
more than 393 students across 
undergraduate, postgraduate, 
and super-specialty courses 
received degrees, with 43 
a w a r d e d  m e d a l s  f o r  
exceptional performance and 
dedication.
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Nepali girl receives 

life-saving heart 
transplant

Delhi Police bust  
fake medicine 

packaging unit

Thiruvananthapuram
A 23-year-old Nepali 

woman, Durga Kami, re-
ceived a new heart in 

Kerala, bringing hope af-
ter months of waiting. 
Suffering from Hyper-

trophic Cardiomyopathy, 
a genetic heart condi-

tion, Kami lost her moth-
er and sister to the same 
illness. The heart came 
from 47-year-old R Shi-
bu of Kollam, declared 

brain dead after an acci-
dent. The transplant at 

Kochi’s government hos-
pital is the first dis-

trict-level heart surgery 
in India. Shibu’s other or-
gans helped six patients. 
Kerala High Court grant-

ed Kami priority for  
the organ.

New Delhi
Delhi Police on Monday 

busted a printing unit 
supplying wrappers for 

fake medicines and cos-
metics, arresting two 

men. The action is part 
of an ongoing probe into 
spurious drug manufac-
turing. The accused, Anil 

Singh Rawat, who ran 
the Rama Road printing 
press, and Rahul Agarw-

al, who ordered the 
wrappers, allegedly 

helped Shree Ram pro-
duce and sell counterfeit 
medicines. Earlier, three 
others were arrested in 
the case. Police recov-

ered dye frames used to 
print packaging for the 

fake products.

If the said Borrower, Co-Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s) fails to make payment to SSFBL as aforesaid, SSFBL shall be entitled to 
take possession of the secured asset mentioned above and shall take such other actions as is available to the Company in law, 
entirely at the risks, cost and consequences of the borrowers.
The said Borrower(s), Co-Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s) are prohibited under the provision of sub section (13) of section 13 of 
SARFAESI Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset(s), whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise referred to in the notice 
without prior consent of SSFBL.

Sd/- Authorized Officer, For Suryoday Small Finance Bank Limited

SURYODAY SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED
Regd. & Corp. office : 1101, Sharda Terraces, Plot 65, Sector – 11, CBD Belapur, 

Navi Mumbai – 400614. CIN: L65923MH2008PLC261472.
Under Section 13 (2) of The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial 

Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
Whereas the undersigned is the Authorized officer of the M/s. Suryoday Small Finance Bank Ltd. (“SSFBL”) under 
Securitization And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in 
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, 
issued Demand Notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the following Borrower(s), Co-Borrower(s), 
Guarantor(s) to discharge in full their liability to the Company by making payment of entire outstanding including up 
to date interest, cost and charges within 60 days from the date of respective Notices issued and the publication of 
the Notice as given below as and way of alternate service upon you. As security for due repayment of the loan, the 
following Secured Asset (s) have been mortgaged to SSFBL by the said Borrower(s), Co-Borrower(s), Guarantor(s) 
respectively.

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 237000001150
1) MR. KRISHNAMURTHY S S/O SHIVAJIPPA
2) GEETA P K W/O KRISHNAMURHTY P S 
PAVAN KUMAR P K S/O KRISHNAMURTHY

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs. 3,38,347/- as on
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
BEARING PROPERTY PLOT NO.673, SY NO:910/A, ASSESMENT NO I/SY NO: 910/APLT NO 673, WRD NO 4, FORM 
NO: 3, UNIQUE NO: 4-5-552-543, MEASURING EAST TO WEST=6.09 mtr, NORTH TO SOUTH=9.144 MTR, TOTAL 
EXTENT=55.74 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT RANEBENNUR TOWN, RANEBENNUR TOWN PANCYATH, RANEBENNUR 
TALLUK, RANEBENNUR DISTRICT KARNATAKA. BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: SITE NO 674, WEST BY: 
SITE NO.672,  NORTH BY: SITE NO.668 SOUTH BY: ROAD

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 249000128158
1) MR. KUMAR S/O MADASETTY
2) MRS. BHAVANI W/O KRISHNA SETTY

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs. 5,40,651/-AS ON
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
PROPERTY BEARING PROPERTY NO.100/2, E-SWATHU, UNIQUE NO.150800203600300177 MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=8.077  MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH= 7.315 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=59.09 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT HIREBEGURU 
VILLAGE, KULAGANA GRAMAPANCHAYATH CHAMARAJANAGARA TALLUK, CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT 
KARNATAKA.BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: STREET,  WEST BY: HOUSE OF CHANNASHETTY, NORTH BY: 
HOUSE OF SAMPASETTY SOUTH BY: HOUSE OF CHIKKASIDDASETTY

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025

LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 249000116452
1) MRS. LAKSHMAMMA W/O RACHAIAH
2) MR. KUMARA S/O RACHAIAH

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs.4,37,297/-AS ON
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
PROPERTY ALL THE PEACE AND PARCEL OFRESIDENTIAL HOUSE BEARING PROPERTY NO.16/Ni/24, FORM 
NO.9, UNIQUE NO.150800300300120344 МЕASURING EAST TO WEST=9.144 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=12.192 
MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=111.48 BUILD UP AREA 51.10 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT KUNAGALLI VILLAGE, KUNAGALLI 
GRAMAPANCHAYATH KOLLEGALA TALLUK, CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT KARNATAКА. BOUNDARIES HERE 
UNDER:- EAST BY: SITE NO.23 WEST BY: ROAD NORTH BY: SITE NO.37 SOUTH BY: ROAD

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 259000066211
1) MR.NAGENDRA S/O MAHADEVANAYAKA
2) MRS. MAHADEVAMMA W/O MAHADEVANAYAKA

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs.503981/-AS ON

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
PROPERTY BEARING PROPERTY NO.511, 11A KHATA, UNIQUE NO.150800100600400500 MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=9.144 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=12.192 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=111.48 SQ.MTRS, SITUATED AT BADANAGUPPE 
GRAMAPANCHAYATH, CHAMARAJANAGARA TALLUK, CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT KARNATAKA BOUNDARIES 
HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: PROPERTY BELONGS TO JAVARANAYAKA WEST BY: PROPERTY KOTHIMADANAYAKA 
NORTH BY: PROPERTY BELONGS TO KENCHANAYAKA SOUTH BY: ROAD

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 259000022341
1) MRS. NAGENDRA S S/O SIDDARAJU A
2) MRS.CHANDRAMМА W/O SIDDARAJU.
3) MRS. SIDDARAJU S/O SIDDAIAH

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs. 3,78,232/-AS ON
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF PROPERTY 
BEARING PROPERTY NO.248, FORM NO.11B, UNIQUE NO.152100405300400250 MEASURING EAST TO WEST=6.705 
MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=12.19 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=81.75 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT DODDAKETTAGERE VILLAGE, 
CHANDAGALU(B) GRAMAPANCHAYATH MANDYA TALLUK, MANDYA DISTRICT KARNATAКА. BOUNDARIES HERE 
UNDER:- EAST BY: OPEN SPACE AND ROAD WEST BY: ROAD NORTH BY: OPEN SPACE SOUTH BY: OPEN SPACE 
AND ANGANWADI KENDRA

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 29-10-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO.227000002803
1) MR. NAGENDRA S/O SRINIVASAMURTHY
2) MRS. SUNDRI W/O NAGENDRA

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs.5,47,257/- AS ON

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF PROPERTY 
BEARING PROPERTY NO.708/678, WARD NO.19, NAMUNE-3, E-AASTHI PID NO.19- 2-506-87B, MEASURING EAST 
TO WEST=3.962408 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=6.705613 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=26.570258 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT 
NO.87B#T, 1ST CROSS, BLOCK-2, WARD NO.19, CHAMARAJANAGARA TOWN KARNATAKA BOUNDARIES HERE 
UNDER:- EAST BY: ROAD WEST BY: 19-2-506-87B NORTH BY: 19-2-506-87 SOUTH BY: 19-2-506-89B

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 239000003125
1) MR.RAMACHANDRA B.P. S/O PUTTA ARASAIAH
2) MRS. SIDDAGANGAMMA W/O B.P.RAMACHANDRAMMA

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs.4,46,797/-AS ON

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF PROPERTY 
BEARING PROPERTY NO.109, FORM-NO.9, UNIQUE NO.152500300201200109 MEASURING EAST TO WEST=5.4864 
MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=10.9728 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=60.20 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT NEGILALA VILLAGE, 
BUYDAGAVI GRAMAPANCHAYATH KORATAGERE HOBLI, TUMAKURU DISTRICT KARNATAKA BOUNDARIES HERE 
UNDER:- EAST BY: VACANT PROPERTY BOMMANNA WEST BY: SITE BY N.C.SHIVANANDAIAH NORTH BY: ROAD 
SOUTH BY: ROAD

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 29-10-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 249000071108
1) MRS. SUNDRAMMA W/O RAMAIAH
2) MRS.RAMAIAH S/O LATE KARIAIAH

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs. 2,92,403/-AS ON

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
PROPERTYBEARING OLD PROPERTY NO.196/1, UNIQUE NO.152200606156000778, MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=12.19 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=9.14 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=111.41 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT RAVANUDURU 
VILLAGE, PERIRYPATTANA TALLUKU, MYSURU DISTRICT. BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: SMALL OF VASU 
WEST BY: ROAD NORTH BY: HOUSE NO-7 SOUTH BY: HOUSE OF RAMESHA

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 29-10-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 259000087001
1) MRS. Y.M.RADHA W/O MAHESH
2) MR. MAHESH S/O LATE PUTTASWAMY

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs. 5,33,408/-AS ON

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF 
PROPERTYBEARING OLD PROPERTY NO.232, UNIQUE NO.150800102800600357, MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=12.192 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=9.7536 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=118.92 SQ. MTR. SITUATED AT NAVILURU 
VILLAGE CHAMARAJANAGARA TALUK CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT:- 571124 BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- 
EAST BY: HOUSE OF BASAVEGOWDA WEST BY: ROAD NORTH BY: HOUSE OF MALLEGOWDA SOUTH BY: HOUSE 
OF NINGAMMA

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 237000001150
1) MR. BASAVARAJU N S/O NAGARAJU
2) MR. NAGARAJU S/O DEVEGOWDA.
3) SMT. RATHNAMMA W/O NAGARAJU

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs. 4,27,890/- as on
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OFBEARING 
PROPERTY NO.1024, FORM NO.9, UNIQUE NO.150800400500120287 MEASURING EAST TO WEST=9.75 MTR, 
NORTH TO SOUTH=4.50 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=18.58 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT YEALADURGA VILLAGE, GUMBALLI 
GRAMAPANCHAYATH CHAMARAJANAGARA TALLUK, CHAMARAJANAGARA DISTRICT KARNATAKA. BOUNDARIES 
HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: ROAD WEST BY: SITE FOR THIMMEGOWDA NORTH BY: SITE FOR KULLEGOWDA SOUTH 
BY: HOUSE BELONGS TO RAJESH

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 259000032737
1) MRS. PARVATHАMМА W/O GOVINDAIAH
2) MR. GOVINDAIAH S K S/O LATE SANNA KARENAIK.

Date of NPA 08-10-2025
Total Outstanding Amount 

in Rs.
Rs. 5,03,598/-as on

15-10-2025
DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF BEARING 
PROPERTY NO.276, FORM NO.11B, UNIQUE NO.152500101000200410 MEASURING EAST TO WEST=15.544 
MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=19.81 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=307.97 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT SORALAMAVU VILLAGE, 
CHOWLAKATTE GRAMAPANCHAYATH CHIKKANAYAKANAHALLI TALLUK, TUMKUR DISTRICT KARNATAKА. 
BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: GALLI WEST BY: ROAD NORTH BY: PANCHAYATH SISTAN AND ROAD 
SOUTH BY: GALLI AND HOUSE OF LAKSHMAIAH

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 237000000200
1) RAVIKUMAR M.R. S/O RAMEGOWDA  
2) RAMEGOWDA S/O LATE ELLEGOWDA
3) SAKAMMA W/O RAMEGOWDA

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs.5,15,650/-as on
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF BEARING 
JANJAR NO.200 PROPERTY NO.595/2, 11B КНАТA, UNIQUE NO.152200601416500964, MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=23.78 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=13.71 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=326.02 SQ.MTRS, BUILDING MEASURING=219.80 
SITUATED AT MAKODU VILLAGE, MAKODU GRAMAPANCHAYATH, PERIYAPATTANA TALLUK, MYSURU DISTRICT 
KARNATАКА. BOUNDARIES HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: GOVERNAMENT ROAD WEST BY: PROPERTY BELONGS TO 
SANNA NORTH BY: BYARAN MANGRI DASEGOWDA SOUTH BY: PROPERTY BELONGS TO RATHNAMMA

Name of Borrower / Co-Borrower/ Guarantor Date of Demand Notice 03-11-2025
LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 259000131126
1) MR. K R SHIVASHANKARA S/O RAJEGOWDA
2) MRS. GOWRAMMA W/O RAJEGOWDA
3) MR. RAJEGOWDA S/O BASAVEGOWDA

Date of NPA 08-10-2025

Total Outstanding Amount 
in Rs.

Rs. 5,33,414/-as on
15-10-2025

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET(S) /IMMOVABLE PROPERTY (IES): ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF BEARING 
PROPERTY NO.302,PROPERTY NO:313, FORM NO.11B, UNIQUE NO.151600501200200432 MEASURING EAST TO 
WEST=5.79 MTR, NORTH TO SOUTH=9.75 MTR, TOTAL EXTENT=56.48 SQ MTRS SITUATED AT KAREHALLI VILLAGE, 
KAREHALLI GRAMAPANCHAYATH CHANNARAYAPATTANA TALLUK, HASANA DISTRICT KARNATAKA. BOUNDARIES 
HERE UNDER:- EAST BY: LAND OF MANJUNATH WEST BY: HOUSE OF SHANKAREGOWDA NORTH BY: ANATI ROAD 
SOUTH BY: LAND OF SHANKAREGOWDA

Place: Karnataka   Date: 20-12-2025

Def Min facilitates DRDO-RRU 
MoU for defence research, training
Under the MoU, both organisations will jointly conduct research, training, and 

technology studies to strengthen India’s defence and internal security
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Monday facilitated 
an MoU between DRDO and 
Rashtriya Raksha University 
for research, training, and 
technology support in defence 
and internal security. The 
agreement was signed by DR-
DO’s Distinguished Scientist 
Chandrika Kaushik and RRU 
Vice Chancellor Bimal N Pa-
tel at South Block, with 
DRDO Chairman Samir V 
Kamat also present.

The MoU aims to boost In-
dia’s self-reliance in defence 
and internal security technol-
ogies, supporting the Aatman-

irbhar Bharat vision. It re-
flects a commitment to inte-
grate technology, knowledge, 
and operational insight to 
strengthen national security 
and strategic autonomy.

Rashtriya Raksha Universi-
ty, an institution of national 
importance under the Minis-
try of Home Affairs, offers 

academic, training, and policy 
expertise in internal security. 
DRDO contributes indigenous 
technologies and system-level 
expertise to meet Armed 
Forces and security agency 
requirements.

Under the agreement, both 
organisations will collaborate 
on joint research projects, PhD 

and fellowship programmes, 
and specialised training for se-
curity forces. The partnership 
will also cover emerging oper-
ational challenges, technology 
gap analysis, forecasting fu-
ture requirements, and life-cy-
cle management of DRDO-de-
veloped systems used by Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces and 
other agencies under the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.

This collaboration is seen as 
a step forward in combining 
academic research and practi-
cal defence technology, aiming 
to ensure that India stays at the 
forefront of innovation and 
preparedness in both defence 
and internal security sectors.

Nitish Kumar meets PM, 
discuss Bihar development

NEW DELHI

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar met Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Monday at his 
official residence in New Del-
hi, along with Deputy CM 
Samrat Choudhary and Union 
Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh 
(Lalan Singh). The meeting fo-
cused on Bihar’s development 
agenda, coordination with the 
Centre, and key political issues.

Deputy CM Samrat Choud-
hary highlighted on social me-
dia that the meeting provided 
valuable guidance for Bihar’s 
growth and aligned with PM 
Modi’s vision of national 
progress. Sources said discus-
sions covered ongoing and 

upcoming development proj-
ects, including education, 
healthcare, rural development, 
and employment generation.

Nitish Kumar reportedly 
presented his vision for trans-
forming Bihar into a devel-
oped state, seeking support 
from the Union government 
for recently launched and pro-
posed schemes. The interac-
tion is seen as vital for 
strengthening Centre-state 
cooperation and paving the 

way for new initiatives.
The meeting also carried 

political significance as it 
marked Nitish Kumar’s first 
interaction with the Central 
leadership after NDA’s deci-
sive win in the Bihar Assem-
bly elections. Leaders deliber-
ated on the current political 
situation, administrative coor-
dination, and upcoming policy 
initiatives for the state.

Earlier in the day, Nitish 
Kumar also met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah for nearly 
an hour to discuss administra-
tive and political matters. Of-
ficials said these meetings 
underscore the importance of 
Centre-state collaboration for 
governance and development.

Kerala Court probes alleged 
fake voter enrolment

THRISSUR

A Thrissur Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Court on Monday 
issued notice to a Booth-Level 
Officer (BLO) in connection 
with allegations of illegal vot-
er enrolment involving Union 
Minister Suresh Gopi. The ac-
tion follows a complaint by 
senior Congress leader and 
former MP T.N. Prathapan, 
who alleged criminal conspir-
acy in adding votes during the 
last Lok Sabha elections.

The complaint claims that 
Suresh Gopi, his brother Sub-
hash Gopi, and other family 
members were enrolled as 
voters at Mukkatukara polling 
booth despite not meeting el-
igibility requirements. It al-

leges that fabricated docu-
ments were used in collusion 
with the BLO, undermining 
the integrity of the electoral 
process.

The court, after finding pri-
ma facie grounds, directed the 
concerned BLO to appear in 
person on January 20 to re-
spond to the allegations. While 
examining the plea, the court 
noted that Suresh Gopi was not 
a public servant at the time of 
the alleged offence, so statuto-
ry notices applicable to public 
servants were unnecessary.

The case highlights grow-
ing scrutiny of electoral rolls 
in Kerala, especially during 
the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision exercises. Observers 
note that this judicial inter-

vention reflects efforts to en-
sure transparency and ac-
countability in voter enrol-
ment procedures.

The court’s notice focuses 
on verifying the role of the 
BLO in processing voter en-
rolments and addressing 
claims of irregularities. Au-
thorities and political observ-
ers are closely watching the 
case, as it comes amid height-
ened attention to voter data 
integrity and procedural com-
pliance across the state.

This development under-
scores the legal mechanisms 
in place to investigate poten-
tial electoral irregularities and 
reinforces the importance of 
maintaining credible voter 
lists in democratic processes.

ISRO Chairman prays 
at Tirumala ahead 

BlueBird launch
TIRUPATI

ISRO chairman V. Narayanan 
visited the Tirupati temple on 
Monday to offer prayers 
ahead of the upcoming Blue-
Bird Block-2 mission sched-
uled for December 24. The 
m i s s i o n  w i l l  u s e  t h e 
LVM3-M6 launch vehicle to 
deploy the BlueBird Block-2 
communication satellite, a 
project of the US-based AST 
SpaceMobile.

Narayanan was accompa-
nied by ISRO officials and 
carried a miniature replica of 
the launch rocket while per-
forming the rituals, he said the 
mission will lift the heaviest 
satellite ever launched from 
Indian soil. “On 24 December, 
we are targeting the launch of 

BlueBird-2 using our Bahuba-
li M6 rocket,” he stated.

The BlueBird Block-2 sat-
ellite is designed to support 
4G and 5G communication 
services. ISRO officials said 
the mission marks a major 
milestone in India’s commer-
cial space efforts, demonstrat-
ing the country’s capability to 
launch heavy satellites and 
expand global communication 
infrastructure.

Preparations for the mission 
have been ongoing for several 
months, including rigorous 
testing of the LVM3-M6 
rocket and satellite systems. 
The launch is expected to 
strengthen India’s position in 
international space services 
and commercial satellite  
deployment.

Stalin mocks AIADMK 
over electoral roll deletion
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi 
Stalin on December 21 criticised the AIADMK 
and the BJP, alleging attempts to suppress votes 
in the state through the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls. Addressing a Christ-
mas event in Chennai, he claimed the SIR was a 
“shortcut” by the BJP to remove votes of minori-
ties, women, and marginalised groups that usu-
ally support the DMK.

Udhayanidhi mocked the main opposition par-
ty, saying, “AIADMK has become Amit Shah 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,” pointing out its 
alignment with the BJP under leader Edappadi 
K. Palaniswami. He added that while the BJP 
promises protection for minorities, the opposition 
party should focus on safeguarding itself from 
central influence.

Highlighting the impact of the SIR exercise, 
Udhayanidhi stated that approximately 97 lakh 
voters have been removed from Tamil Nadu’s 
rolls, including about 14 lakh in Chennai. He 
urged citizens to check their names on the elec-
toral list and said DMK representatives would 
assist people in submitting forms to restore their 
voter details, with a deadline of January 18.

He also reiterated concerns over the New Ed-
ucation Policy, alleging that the BJP-led Centre 
aims to impose Hindi in Tamil Nadu, despite fi-
nancial incentives offered to the state.

Police likely to close drug 
case against Shine Tom

KOCHI

Police are expected to 
drop a drug case against 
Malayalam actor Shine 
Tom Chacko, after a 
chemical analysis found 
no traces of narcotics in 
his blood or hair sam-
ples, officials said on 
Monday.

The case dates back 
to April, when the Dis-
trict Anti-Narcotic Spe-
c i a l  Ac t ion  Fo rce 
(DANSAF) raided a 
hotel in Kochi follow-
ing a tip-off. Chacko 
allegedly fled the hotel 
upon seeing police. Ah-
mmed Murshad  of 
Malappuram, who was 
reportedly with him, 
was detained, and a 
case was registered un-
der the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act.

A few days later, 
Chacko voluntarily ap-
peared before the police 
and provided blood and 
hair samples for testing. 
According to an officer 
from Ernakulam North 
police station, “No trac-
es of drugs or narcotic 
substances were found 
in the samples. Hence, 
it would be difficult to 
proceed further with the 
investigation.”

The case had also in-
voked Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita Section 238 
(causing disappearance 
of evidence) and NDPS 
Act Sections 27(b) and 
29 ,  cover ing  d rug  
consumption and crimi-
nal conspiracy. Howev-
er, police said the ab-
sence of scientific evi-
dence makes it hard  
to substantiate these 
charges.
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Sweden releases 

Russian freighter after 
customs inspection

South Korea  
lawmaker questioned 

over luxury gift

PTI workers protest 
Khan sentencing 

nationwide

Stockholm
Swedish customs released 
the Russian freighter Adler 
after inspecting the vessel, 
which had anchored near 

Hoganas due to engine 
trouble. Authorities board-
ed the ship over the week-
end to check compliance 
with regulations. Prosecu-
tors decided not to investi-
gate possible sanctions vi-

olations, allowing the 
freighter to continue its 

journey north along Swe-
den’s west coast. Adler 

and its owners, M Leasing 
LLC, are on European Un-

ion and U.S. sanctions lists 
for suspected weapons 
transport, though cargo 

details remain undis-
closed. The ship had de-
parted St. Petersburg on 
December 15 for an un-

known destination.

Seoul
Representative Kim Gi-hy-
eon of South Korea’s op-

position People Power 
Party appeared before a 

special counsel investigat-
ing bribery allegations in-
volving former first lady 
Kim Keon Hee. Kim was 

questioned about a Roger 
Vivier clutch bag worth 2.6 
million won, reportedly de-
livered by his wife in 2023. 

Authorities suspect the gift 
was linked to support from 
Unification Church mem-

bers for Kim’s party leader-
ship bid. The lawmaker ad-
mitted the gift but denied 
wrongdoing. The probe, 

led by special counsel Min 
Joong-ki, also questioned 

former PPP leader Lee 
Jun-seok about election 

meddling and alleged 
collusion involving former 

President Yoon and the 
former first lady.

Islamabad
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) supporters staged 

rallies across Pakistan af-
ter courts sentenced par-

ty founder Imran Khan 
and his wife Bushra Bibi 

to 17 years in the Tos-
hakhana-II case. Protest-
ers waved flags, chanted 
slogans, and criticized the 
federal government and 

judiciary. PTI leaders 
called the verdict base-

less and urged street pro-
tests, while Khan plans to 
challenge the ruling in Is-

lamabad High Court. Over 
1,300 police and security 
personnel, including Elite 
Force and anti-riot units, 
were deployed in Rawal-
pindi to maintain order.

Freed Nigerian children to reunite with families
MINNA

 
The final group of 130 Nige-
rian schoolchildren freed by 
authorities on Sunday are set 
to reunite with their families 
in Niger State on Monday, 
ending a month-long ordeal 
that drew global attention.

The children were among 
over 300 students and 12 staff 
abducted from St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Papiri, a 
remote hamlet seven hours 
from the state capital Minna, 
on November 21. This kid-
napping was among the worst 
in recent years, raising con-
cerns about worsening insecu-
rity in northern Nigeria, 
where armed gangs frequently 

target schools for ransom.
Earlier, 100 students were 

released on December 8, and 
50 pupils escaped shortly af-
ter the initial abduction. Pres-

ident Bola Tinubu’s office 
said the children would be 
brought to Minna on Monday 
to meet relatives in time for 
Christmas celebrations.

Presidency spokesperson 
Bayo Onanuga said the latest 
release followed a “mili-
tary-intelligence-driven oper-
ation,” without revealing fur-
ther details. It remains unclear 
whether the children were 
freed through a security raid, 
negotiations, or ransom pay-
ments. Information about the 
kidnapped staff was not pro-
vided.

The Catholic Diocese of 
Kontagora thanked federal and 
state authorities, security agen-
cies, and humanitarian part-
ners for securing the children’s 
freedom. “We are profoundly 
grateful… for their efforts and 
interventions,” said Rev. Fr. 
Jatau Luka Joseph.

Mass kidnappings for ran-
som have become a grim real-
ity in northern and central 
Nigeria, where armed gangs 
exploit weak security and vast 
rural areas. The phenomenon 
gained international attention 
after Boko Haram abducted 
276 girls from Chibok in 
2014. U.S. President Donald 
Trump has threatened military 
action, accusing Nigeria of 
mistreating Christians, while 
the government maintains that 
armed groups target both 
Muslims and Christians.

The safe return of the stu-
dents offers relief to families 
and highlights ongoing chal-
lenges in curbing school ab-
ductions in the region.

NORTHERN NIGERIA RELIEF
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Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Bus crash kills 16 on 
Indonesia’s Java Island

A Jakarta office fire killed 22, spreading quickly; firefighters 
controlled it after 3 hrs with extensive personnel and engines
JAKARTA

 
At least 16 people were killed 
when a passenger bus lost 
control and crashed on Indo-
nesia’s main island of Java 
shortly after midnight on 
Monday, officials said. The 
inter-provincial bus, carrying 
34 passengers, was travelling 
from the capital, Jakarta, to 
the historic city of Yogyakarta 
when it hit a concrete barrier 
and overturned.

Budiono, chief of the local 
search and rescue agency, 
said several other victims 
were rushed to Semarang city 
for medical treatment. He 
confirmed that authorities 
were investigating the cause 
of the accident.

Transport accidents are 
common in Indonesia, where 
many vehicles are old, poorly 
maintained, and traffic rules 
are frequently ignored. In 
2024, a collision between a 
car and a bus on a busy high-
way claimed 12 lives during 
the Eid al-Fitr holiday. Earli-

er, in 2019, a bus crash in 
western Sumatra killed at 
least 35 people when the ve-
hicle fell into a ravine.

The latest tragedy comes 
just two weeks after a fire tore 
through a seven-storey office 
building in Jakarta, killing at 
least 22 people. The blaze, 
which started on the building’s 
first floor in the Kemayoran 
area, spread rapidly, sending 
black smoke into the sky and 
causing panic among workers 

and nearby residents. Fire-
fighters, aided by hundreds of 
personnel and 29 fire engines, 
managed to extinguish the fire 
after three hours.

Most victims in that inci-
dent died from smoke inhala-
tion, while firefighters res-
cued 19 people with minor 
injuries. The repeated acci-
dents highlight persistent 
safety concerns in Indonesia’s 
transport and urban infra-
structure.

Russian General killed in 
Moscow car bomb

MOSCOW
 

Lieutenant General Fanil Sar-
varov, a senior Russian mili-
tary officer, was killed on 
Monday when a car bomb 
exploded in Moscow, author-
ities confirmed. Sarvarov led 
the army’s operational train-
ing directorate under the Rus-
sian General Staff and died 
instantly in the blast.

Russia’s Investigative 
Committee said multiple sce-
narios are being considered, 
including the potential in-
volvement of Ukrainian spe-
cial services in planting the 
explosive device. Investiga-
tors have not provided fur-
ther details, but the incident 
has sparked concerns about 
security for high-ranking of-
ficials in the capital.

The killing comes amid on-
going diplomatic efforts to 
end the nearly four-year con-
flict between Russia and 

Ukraine. A Kremlin spokes-
person said talks over a U.S.-
backed proposal in Florida are 
progressing in a “construc-
tive” manner, while Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy described the process as 
moving “quickly.”

Despite diplomatic prog-
ress, violence continues in 
Ukraine. A recent Russian 
missile strike on port facil-
ities in Odesa killed eight 
people and injured 27, ac-
cording to Ukraine’s emer-
gency services. The inci-
dent highlights the ongoing 
volatility in the region, even 

as negotiations continue.
Sarvarov’s death is likely to 

heighten tensions and may in-
fluence Russia’s military and 
political response. Analysts 
note that the targeting of se-
nior officials represents a sig-
nificant escalation, raising 
questions about internal secu-
rity measures in Moscow.

The attack underscores the 
persistent risks faced by mili-
tary leaders during the con-
flict and adds urgency to dip-
lomatic and security discus-
sions between the two na-
tions. As investigations con-
tinue, global attention remains 
focused on the implications 
for Russia-Ukraine relations.

The killing occurs amid 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
peace talks, described 

as “constructive” by 
Kremlin and “quick” by 

Zelenskyy

CANBERRA
 

Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese on Monday 
apologised to the nation’s Jew-
ish community following the 
deadly mass shooting at Bondi 
Beach. The attack, which oc-
curred on December 14 during 
a Hanukkah celebration in 
Sydney, claimed 15 lives and 
shocked the country.

At a press conference in 
Canberra, Albanese expressed 
his sorrow, saying, “I’m sorry 
for what the Jewish 
community and our 
nation as a whole 
have experienced.” 
He added that the 
government feels the 
“weight of responsi-
bility” to protect Jew-
ish Australians and prevent 
terrorists from dividing soci-
ety. The attack was inspired by 
the Islamic State.

Albanese announced that his 
cabinet, which met for the sec-
ond time since the tragedy, has 
approved a legislative package 
to combat hate speech. The 
proposed laws, to be intro-
duced in 2026, aim to 
strengthen penalties for hate 
speech, make hate motivation 
a factor in sentencing, and 
give the Home Affairs Minis-
ter the power to cancel visas 
for people promoting violence 

or displaying hate symbols.
The legislation will also in-

troduce a new aggravated 
criminal offence for adults 
who try to radicalise children. 
Attorney-General Michelle 
Rowland highlighted the 
growing threat of youth radi-
calisation, noting that out of 
33 people currently facing ter-
rorism charges in Australia, 17 
are minors. She stressed, “This 
unprecedented radicalisation of 
our youth must stop. We will 
not allow extremists to groom 

and brainwash our 
children into hate or 
terrorism.”

Albanese con-
firmed that the gov-
ernment will consult 
across all federal 
parties to ensure that 

the laws are passed quickly 
and effectively. He empha-
sised that the new measures 
are intended to safeguard com-
munities, prevent future at-
tacks, and send a strong mes-
sage that Australia will not 
tolerate hate or violence.

The Prime Minister’s state-
ment and the legislative push 
come amid heightened con-
cern about domestic terrorism 
and the influence of extremist 
ideologies, reflecting a firm 
government response to a trag-
ic event that has deeply affect-
ed the nation.

Australian PM condemns 
attack, apologises to 
Jewish community

Albanese’s cabinet approved a 2026 legislative 
package to strengthen hate speech penalties

BEIJING
 

China strongly criticized the 
United States on Monday 
after a U.S. Coast Guard in-
tercepted a China-bound oil 
tanker off Venezuela’s coast, 
calling the action a serious 
violation of international 
law.

A Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson, Lin Jian, 
said Venezuela has the right 
to develop relations with 
other countries and reaf-
firmed China’s opposition to 
all “unilateral and illegal” 
sanctions. The tanker, named 
Centuries, was carrying 
about 1.8 million barrels of 
Venezuelan Merey crude oil 
and had been loaded under 
the false name Crag. Docu-
ments revealed that the oil 
was purchased through in-
termediaries by Satau Tijana 
Oil Trading for delivery to 
Chinese refiners.

The interception followed 
U.S .  Pres ident  Donald 
Trump’s recent announce-
ment of a “blockade” target-
ing all sanctioned oil tankers 
entering or leaving Venezu-
ela. A White House spokes-
person described the vessel 
as “falsely flagged” and part 
of Venezuela’s shadow fleet.

Venezuela condemned the 
interception, calling it a “se-
rious act of international pi-
racy.” China is Venezuela’s 
largest crude buyer, with 
imports from the country 
making up roughly 4% of its 
total oil purchases.

China condemns 
US seizure of 
Venezuela-

bound tanker

South Korea expands 
welfare for senior citizens
SEOUL

 
South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung on Monday 
promised to expand welfare 
support for the country’s se-
nior citizens, recognising 
their contributions to eco-
nomic growth and democra-
cy. The announcement came 
during a luncheon with rep-
resentatives of the Korean 
Senior Citizens’ Association.

Lee highlighted that 
South Korea has officially 
entered a “super-aged soci-
ety” this year, with over 20 
per cent of the population 
aged 65 and above. “Poli-
cies for older adults are no 
longer just about seniors. 
They're policies for every-
one,” he said, stressing the 
government’s commitment 
to ensuring seniors enjoy 
healthy and dignified lives.

He outlined plans to 
launch a nationwide, cus-
tomised care system inte-
grating medical, nursing, 
and caregiving services 
starting in March. Basic 
pension payments will also 
rise, and senior employment 
programs will be expanded 
to help older citizens remain 
active and socially engaged.

Additionally, the govern-

ment intends to gradually 
extend National Health In-
surance coverage to include 
caregiving costs at nursing 
homes. “We will strengthen 
the welfare safety net while 
helping seniors put their ex-
perience and wisdom to use 
as valuable social assets,” 
Lee added.

During the meeting, Lee 
thanked older citizens for 
their dedication in trans-
forming South Korea from 
a war-torn country after the 
1950-53 Korean War into a 
modern economic power-
house and vibrant democ-
racy. He also noted that 
this year marks a “water-
shed” as the nation over-
came a democratic crisis 
following former President 
Yoon Suk Yeol’s failed 
martial law attempt.

Lee emphasised that South 
Korea’s achievements in pol-
itics, culture, and economy 
are built on seniors’ sacrific-
es. “You walked with us 
through industrialisation and 
democratisation, and we 
are deeply grateful for your 
hard work,” he said, under-
lining the government’s 
pledge to provide stronger 
support and respect for the 
elderly population.

Japan set to restart largest nuclear plant
NIIGATA

 
Japan is preparing to restart 
the world’s largest nuclear 
power plant, Kashiwaza-
ki-Kariwa, nearly 15 years 
after the Fukushima disaster. 
On Monday, lawmakers in 
Niigata prefecture will vote 
on resuming operations at the 
plant, marking a key step in 
Japan’s push to reduce depen-
dence on imported fossil fu-
els.

Kashiwazaki-Kariwa, locat-
ed about 220 km northwest of 
Tokyo, was one of 54 reactors 
shut after the 2011 earthquake 
and tsunami devastated the 
Fukushima Daiichi plant. 
TEPCO, which operated 
Fukushima, will manage the 
restart. If approved, the first 
of seven reactors could re-
sume operations on January 
20, boosting electricity supply 
to Tokyo by about 2%, offi-
cials said.

Despite government assur-
ances, many locals remain 
wary. Around 300 protesters 
gathered outside the Niigata 
assembly, holding banners 
saying “No Nukes” and “Sup-
port Fukushima.” Ayako Oga, 
a former Fukushima evacuee, 
voiced fears of repeating the 
past disaster. TEPCO pledged 
100 billion yen ($641 million) 
to the prefecture over the next 
decade to secure support, yet 
surveys show most residents 

remain concerned about safety.
Prime Minister Sanae 

Takaichi has backed the re-

start to strengthen energy se-
curity and counter high fossil 
fuel costs. 

Vance supports 
H-1B curbs on 

tech firms
PHOENIX

 
U.S. Vice President JD Vance 
voiced support for tightening 
H-1B visa rules, criticizing 
companies for bypassing 
American workers in favor of 
cheaper foreign labour. Speak-
ing at the AmericaFest con-
vention of Turning Point USA 
in Phoenix, Vance argued that 
firms should prioritize domes-
tic employment over hiring 
cheaper international talent.

“True Christian politics 
must include the dignity of 
work,” Vance said. “We penal-
ize corporations that ship 
American jobs overseas be-
cause every person deserves a 
good job here.” He highlighted 
efforts by the administration to 
restrict H-1B visas without 
Congress, saying, “It is wrong 
for companies to bypass 
American labour just to go for 
cheaper options in the third 
world.”

Earlier this year, former 
President Donald Trump im-
posed a $100,000 fee for new 
H-1B applications as part of a 
broader immigration crack-
down. The H-1B program is 
widely used by U.S. tech com-
panies to hire skilled foreign 
workers, with India being the 
largest source of talent.

The visa restrictions have 
created challenges for technol-
ogy firms. Alphabet’s Google 
and Apple recently warned 
some employees on U.S. work 
visas to avoid international 
travel due to embassy delays 
for visa stamping, which could 
last up to 12 months. 
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Majority of GCC bases operate from green centres
NEW DELHI

About 62 per cent of global 
capability centre (GCC) bases 
in India’s flex spaces operate 
from green-certified build-
ings, while 85 per cent func-
tion from premium grade-A 
centres, according to a new 
report by Vestian. Among the 
top seven cities, 42 per cent 
of flex centres are green-cer-
tified and 69 per cent are lo-
cated in grade-A buildings.

India currently hosts over 
1,750 GCC companies with 
nearly 3,800 bases, creating 
demand for more than 40 per 

cent of total office space in 
the past two years. Of the 
1,400 flex centres across ma-
jor tier-1 cities, over 475 host 
GCC operations.

“Flex operators remain key 
partners, offering speed, flex-
ibility, and enterprise-grade 
infrastructure that global 
companies need to scale effi-
ciently,” said Shrinivas Rao, 
CEO of Vestian.

Peripheral Business Dis-
tricts (PBDs) are increasingly 
preferred for expansion due to 
strong connectivity, competi-
tive costs, scalability, and 
larger campuses. Currently, 

77 per cent of flex space oc-
cupied by GCCs is in periph-
eral areas, compared with 61 
per cent of overall flex stock.

Driven by GCC demand, 
India’s flex ecosystem now 
spans 82.3 million square feet 
across nearly 1,400 centres in 

the top seven cities. The mar-
ket is concentrated, with the 
top 10 operators controlling 
67 per cent of total space. 
Bengaluru leads with 33.2 per 
cent share, followed by Del-
hi-NCR at 20.4 per cent and 
Pune at 14.7 per cent.

Vestian projects India’s flex 
stock to exceed 100 million 
square feet in tier-1 cities by 
2026, as operators expand and 
upgrade portfolios to meet the 
growing requirements of 
GCCs. This reflects a steady 
shift toward sustainable, 
high-quality infrastructure for 
global enterprises in India.

TIERONE OFFICE DEMAND
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Hyundai Unveils AI 
Robotics Strategy, 

Atlas Robot

Neptune 
Logitek IPO lists with 

heavy losses

Seoul
Hyundai Motor Group an-
nounced it will reveal its 
AI robotics plan and de-

but a humanoid robot, At-
las, at CES 2026 in Las 
Vegas. The keynote on 
Jan. 5 will showcase AI 

technologies, human-ro-
bot teamwork, and a 

company-wide robotics 
ecosystem. Atlas will 

demonstrate real-world 
applications of Hyundai’s 
AI robotics. The company 

also shared plans for a 
software-driven factory to 

combine robots and 
manufacturing. Separate-

ly, Hyundai is building a 
111,000-square-meter 

battery R&D center in An-
seong, South Korea, cost-
ing 1.2 trillion won. It aims 
to advance electric vehi-
cle technology and be-
come a global leader in 
battery research and in-

novation.

Mumbai
Neptune Logitek shares 
made a weak debut on 

BSE SME, opening at Rs 
100, 26% below the IPO 

price of Rs 126. Selling 
pressure pushed the 

stock further down to Rs 
95.80, causing investors 
to lose nearly Rs 30,200 
per 1,000-share lot. The 
IPO, fully subscribed 1.61 

times, raised Rs 46.62 
crore for trucks, equip-
ment, debt repayment, 
and corporate use. The 

company provides logis-
tics services including 

freight forwarding, cus-
toms clearance, air car-

go, and multimodal 
transport. Its as-

set-heavy model relies 
on owned trucks, main-
tenance facilities, and 

fuel setup. Market senti-
ment turned negative 

following the disappoint-
ing listing.
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India New Zealand FTA 
promises zero duty exports
The minister noted the FTA will drive $20 billion New Zealand investment in 

India, focusing on manufacturing, infrastructure, services, innovation, and jobs
NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on 
Monday that the India–New 
Zealand Free Trade Agree-
ment will ensure zero duty on 
100 per cent of India’s ex-
ports, bringing wide benefits 
across multiple sectors of the 
economy.

Goyal said the agreement 
will strongly support farmers, 
MSMEs, workers, artisans, 
women-led enterprises and 
young entrepreneurs. La-
bour-intensive sectors such as 
textiles, apparel, leather and 
footwear are expected to gain 
significantly, along with engi-
neering, automobiles, elec-
tronics, machinery, pharma-
ceuticals and chemicals.

The minister also highlight-
ed that the FTA will boost in-
vestment flows, with New 
Zealand committing to facili-
tate nearly 20 billion dollars 

of foreign direct investment 
into India over the next 15 
years. The investment focus 
will be on manufacturing, in-
frastructure, services, innova-
tion and job creation.

Sharing details on social 
media, Goyal said the agree-
ment was concluded in a re-
cord nine months under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and New Zea-
land Prime Minister Christo-

pher Luxon. He described the 
deal as a major milestone in 
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions.

The FTA opens new market 
access for Indian agricultural 
products such as fruits, vege-
tables, coffee, spices, cereals 
and processed foods. Through 
partnerships in agricultural 
productivity, centres of excel-
lence and access to advanced 
New Zealand technologies, 

Indian farmers are expected to 
benefit from better yields, im-
proved quality and higher in-
comes.

At the same time, India has 
protected sensitive sectors. 
Products such as dairy, sugar, 
edible oils, precious metals, 
rubber goods and certain ag-
ricultural items have been 
safeguarded to protect domes-
tic industries and farmers.

The agreement also creates 
fresh opportunities for India’s 
services sector, including IT, 
finance, education, tourism 
and healthcare. Special provi-
sions on student mobility, 
post-study work and tempo-
rary employment visas will 
help Indian professionals and 
students access global oppor-
tunities.

Goyal said the FTA will 
deepen economic ties and 
support India’s long-term vi-
sion of becoming a developed 
nation by 2047.

Electronics sector 
boosts jobs for indian 

women: Vaishnaw
NEW DELHI

The electronics sector in India 
i s  c rea t ing  large-scale 
blue-collar jobs for women, 
Union Minister for Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
on Monday, highlighting a 
major shift in the country’s 
manufacturing landscape.

The minister referred to re-
cent reports on Taiwan-based 
Foxconn, which has hired 
nearly 30,000 employees at 
its new iPhone assembly fa-
cility in Bengaluru within just 
eight to nine months. Around 
80 per cent of these workers 
are women, many of whom 
are entering the formal work-
force for the first 
time.

In a post on social 
media platform X, 
Vaishnaw said a 
women-led mega fac-
tory would have been 
unthinkable a decade 
ago. He added that the elec-
tronics sector is now creating 
skilled blue-collar jobs, espe-
cially for women, while also 
supporting technology trans-
fer, empowerment and better 
living standards.

Foxconn’s new facility is 
located in Devanahalli near 
Bengaluru. Most of the wom-
en employed at the plant are 
between 19 and 24 years old. 
By next year, the workforce at 
the factory is expected to 
grow to nearly 50,000 em-
ployees, making it one of the 
largest employment hubs in 
the sector.

Trial production at the plant 

began earlier this year with 
the iPhone 16. The facility is 
currently assembling the lat-
est iPhone 17 Pro Max mod-
els, with more than 80 per 
cent of production meant for 
export markets.

Foxconn is  invest ing 
around Rs 20,000 crore in the 

Bengaluru project. 
Spread across nearly 
250,000 square feet, 
the facility will be-
come the company’s 
largest manufacturing 
unit in India in terms 
of both production 

capacity and employment.
The new plant is also ex-

pected to surpass Foxconn’s 
older iPhone factory in Tamil 
Nadu, which employs about 
41,000 workers. In October, 
Foxconn announced an addi-
tional Rs 15,000 crore invest-
ment in Tamil Nadu, creating 
14,000 high-value jobs.

With operations in Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka and Telan-
gana, Foxconn’s expansion 
reflects India’s growing role 
as a global electronics manu-
facturing hub and highlights 
new employment opportuni-
ties for women across the 
country.

The minister highlight-
ed Foxconn’s Bengalu-
ru iPhone facility hiring 
nearly 30,000 employ-

ees in under nine 
months, 80% women, 
many joining the for-
mal workforce for the 

first time

The report warned that CPI and GDP base-year revisions in 
February 2026 may prompt MPC to act cautiously

RBI may cut repo rate
NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India 
may reduce the policy repo 
rate by 25 basis points to 5 
per cent in its upcoming Mon-
etary Policy Committee meet-
ing in February, according to 
a new report by Union Bank 
of India.

The report said the central 
bank’s recent dovish signals, 
along with repeated referenc-
es to comfortable inflation 
levels, suggest room for one 
final rate cut. The bank noted 
that the reduction could come 
either in February or April 
2026, though predicting the 
exact timing remains difficult.

Union Bank of India point-
ed out that inflation pressures 
appear subdued. When adjust-
ed for around 50 basis points 
contributed by gold prices, 

underlying inflation looks 
even more moderate. This 
gives the RBI space to con-
sider easing rates further to 
support growth.

However, the report also 
flagged uncertainty due to up-
coming revisions in the base 
year for Consumer Price In-
dex and Gross Domestic 
Product data, expected in 
February 2026. These chang-
es may prompt the MPC to 
adopt a cautious approach and 
wait for clearer signals before 
making further policy moves.

The RBI cut the repo rate 
by 25 basis points in Decem-
ber, bringing it down to 5.25 
per cent. The next MPC meet-
ing is scheduled to take place 
from February 4 to 6, 2026, 
where the rate decision will 
be closely watched by mar-
kets.

The central bank has re-
vised India’s growth forecast 
for FY26 to 7.3 per cent. It 
expects domestic demand to 
improve due to income tax 
changes, easing monetary pol-
icy and continued GST-relat-
ed reforms from the fiscal 
side.

Meanwhile, a separate re-
port by Yes Bank cautioned 
that a new CPI series with 
lower weightage for food 
items could reduce the com-
fort gained from falling food 
prices. This may limit the 
scope for further rate cuts un-
less economic growth weak-
ens sharply.

The RBI is expected to con-
tinue ensuring comfortable 
liquidity conditions while 
keeping the operative interest 
rate aligned closely with the 
repo rate.

Deccan Gold Mines begins 
Kyrgyzstan production trials
NEW DELHI

Deccan Gold Mines Ltd has 
started initial production trials 
at its gold mining project in 
Kyrgyzstan. The pre-commis-
sioning phase will process 
around 20,000–30,000 tonnes 
of ore. Gold recovered during 
these trials will be made into 
saleable concentrate or dore 
bars, helping the company test 

and validate its production pro-
cess. This step marks a key 
milestone before full-scale op-
erations begin. The successful 
trials are expected to provide 
insights into efficiency and 
yield, setting the stage for pro-
gressive commissioning. The 
move reflects Deccan Gold 
Mines’ commitment to expand-
ing gold and critical mineral 
production internationally.

German car 
exports fall 

sharply to U.S.
BERLIN

German car exports to the 
United States dropped almost 
14% in the first nine months of 
2025, showing how trade ten-
sions continue to hit Europe’s 
auto industry. A new study 
says this makes the car sector 
the hardest hit by U.S. tariffs 
introduced during Donald 
Trump’s administration.

Under a deal between Wash-
ington and Brussels, the U.S. 
set a 15% tariff on European 
cars from August 1. This is 
lower than the earlier proposed 
25% tariff but still affects Ger-
man exports. The study also 
showed that German engineer-
ing exports fell 9.5% during 
the same period. Machinery 
and chemical exports to the 
U.S. also declined, partly be-
cause of high tariffs on steel 
and aluminum and rising ener-
gy costs in Germany.

Overall, German exports to 
the U.S. went down 7.8% 
compared to last year. Be-
tween 2016 and 2024, German 
exports to the U.S. had been 
growing around 5% annually.

Institutional investments 
set new real estate records

MUMBAI

Institutional investments in 
Indian real estate are expected 
to cross 10 billion dollars in 
2025, setting a fresh record 
for the second year in a row, 
according to a new JLL re-
port. The report estimates in-
vestments of about 10.4 bil-
lion dollars through 77 trans-
actions, a strong 17 per cent 
rise compared to 8.9 billion 
dollars recorded last year.

The study also highlighted 
large platform commitments 
worth 11.43 billion dollars in 
2025. These funds are expect-
ed to be invested gradually 
over the next three to seven 
years, showing long-term 
confidence in the sector.

For the first time since 
2014, domestic institutional 
investors have taken the lead, 
accounting for 52 per cent of 
the total investment market. 
This shift shows growing trust 
among Indian investors in sta-
ble, income-generating assets. 
Core asset purchases also 
doubled during the year, re-
flecting a clear move towards 
long-term wealth creation.

Real Estate Investment 
Trusts and Infrastructure In-
vestment Trusts played a ma-
jor role, deploying around 2.5 
billion dollars, which made 
up more than half of core as-
set investments. Indian pri-
vate equity firms added fur-
ther strength, contributing 
nearly 30 per cent of domestic 
capital.

Foreign investor participa-
tion declined slightly in share, 
but actual foreign investments 
rose by 18 per cent year-on-
year. Investors from the 
Americas showed strong in-
terest, increasing their invest-
ments sharply compared to 
last year.

The office segment re-
gained its top position, at-
tracting 58 per cent of total 
institutional investments in 
2025. Bengaluru emerged as 
the leading city, drawing 29 
per cent of total investments. 
Tier 2 cities also saw some 
activity, receiving 175 million 
dollars.

Experts said the trend con-
firms renewed faith in India’s 
real estate growth story and 
long-term stability.

NEW DELHI

India’s capital market infra-
structure sector recorded rev-
enues of over Rs 700 billion 
in the financial year 2024–25, 
driven by rising market ac-
tivity and growing investor 
participation, according to a 
report by global brokerage 
Jefferies. The sector includes 
stock brokers, exchanges, de-
positories and registry and 
transfer agents, all of which 
benefited from higher trading 
volumes and a broader inves-
tor base.

The report said the sector’s 
future growth will depend on 
faster expansion in select 
segments, entry into related 
businesses and the ability to 
adapt to regulatory changes. 
Mutual funds are expected to 
play a key role in this growth 
story. Jefferies projects mu-
tual fund assets under man-
agement to grow at a strong 
annual pace of 16 per cent 
between FY26 and FY28, in-

creasing from Rs 67 trillion 
in FY25 to Rs 103 trillion by 
FY28.

Trading activity is also ex-
pected to remain healthy. 
Cash market average daily 
turnover is projected to rise 
by 15 per cent, while futures 
and options premium turn-
over may grow by 12 per 
cent. This reflects some mod-
eration in derivatives trading 
after recent regulatory steps.

Investor participation is set 
to expand sharply. The num-
ber of demat accounts is 
forecast to rise from 192 mil-
lion in FY25 to 304 million 
by FY28. Mutual fund folios 
are also expected to grow sig-
nificantly, from 235 million to 
377 million during the same 
period.

In FY25, brokers generated 
nearly Rs 500 billion in reve-
nue, while stock exchanges 
contributed around Rs 200 
billion. Depositories and 
transfer agents accounted for 
the remaining share. 

India capital market infrastructure 
sees strong revenue growth

Asian shares rise, Yen 
weakens as bonds falter

SYDNEY

Asian shares rose on Monday, 
tracking tech-driven gains on 
Wall Street, while the yen 
hovered near all-time lows 
against the euro and Swiss 
franc amid higher Japanese 
interest rates pressuring gov-
ernment debt.

Japan’s Nikkei surged 
1.9%, extending Friday’s 
gains as a weaker yen boosts 
export earnings. The Bank of 
Japan raised rates to a 30-year 
high of 0.75%, signaling more 
hikes, sending 10-year JGB 
yields to 2.10%, their highest 
since 1999. The yen touched 
184.90 versus the euro and 
198.08 versus the Swiss franc, 
with authorities warning of 
possible intervention if de-
clines continue.

MSCI’s Asia-Pacific index 
(excluding Japan) added 
0.8%, while South Korea 
jumped 1.7% on AI optimism. 
Chinese blue chips rose 0.8%, 

and Singapore’s main index 
hit a record high, climbing 
1%. European futures were 
relatively flat, with EUROS-
TOXX 50 and FTSE down 
0.1%.

Investor inflows remain 
strong, with global equity 
funds seeing record weekly 
inflows of $98 billion last 
week. Bond inflows slowed 
for the fourth consecutive 
week, and U.S. 10-year yields 
edged up to 4.169%.

Commodities also gained: 
silver hit a new record of 
$69.44 per ounce, gold rose 
1.3% to $4,394, while oil 
prices firmed after U.S. inter-
ception of Venezuelan tank-
ers, with Brent at $60.96 and 
U.S. crude at $56.99 per bar-
rel.

Market sentiment remains 
bullish, though analysts cau-
tion that extreme optimism 
may precede pullbacks, as 
suggested by recent Fund 
Manager Surveys.

Motilal Oswal 
backs Sensa Core 
with $72 million

MUMBAI

Motilal Oswal Alternates has 
invested USD 72 million 
(around Rs 645 crore) in Hy-
derabad-based medical devic-
es company Sensa Core Med-
ical Instrumentation for a 
significant minority stake. 
The funding aims to boost 
product development and sup-
port global expansion, the 
company said on Monday.

Founded in 2006, Sensa 
Core designs, develops, man-
ufactures, and distributes spe-
cialised in-vitro diagnostic 
devices. 

Its electrolyte analysers 
are used in over 40,000 hos-
pitals and labs across India 
and exported to more than 
78 countries. The company 
also produces glucometers, 
haemoglobin meters, and 
has recently entered the ar-
terial blood gas analyser 
segment.
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India’s promise to its children 
with intellectual disabilities is 
clear in laws and policies, yet 
their everyday reality still 
swings between care and cru-
elty, protection and neglect. 
The recent assault on a 
16-year-old differently abled 
boy at a Bagalkot residential 
school has torn away any illu-
sion that these children are 
safe simply because they are 
inside institutions meant to 
“help” them.

Horror in Bagalkot: Video 
shows abuse of disabled 

boy in Navanagar
At a residential special school 
in Navanagar, Bagalkot, a 
video surfaced showing a 
16-year-old boy with disabil-
ities being beaten with a belt 
and plastic pipe, his legs 
pinned down as he cried in 
pain while staff continued the 
assault. Chilli powder was al-
legedly thrown into his eyes 
as other adults watched, one 
of them recording and laugh-
ing instead of intervening, 
before the footage was shared 
and the boy’s parents finally 
learned what their son had en-
dured.youtube

Police have arrested the 
school’s operators and staff, 
and an FIR has been regis-
tered, but the case has shaken 
parents of disabled children 
across Karnataka who trusted 
such institutions to be safe 
spaces. For child rights activ-
ists, the Bagalkot incident is 
not an exception but a symp-
tom of deeper structural fail-
ures in monitoring, training, 
and accountability in facilities 
that work with intellectually 
disabled children.

Safeguarding 
the Future: The 

Hidden Struggles 
of Intellectually 

Disabled Children 
in India

The invisible classroom: Many children with 
disabilities denied proper classroom access

Children with intellectual dis-
abilities already live on the 
margins of India’s education 
system, often denied even ba-
sic classroom access or 
pushed into poorly supervised 
hostels and “special schools”. 
National data show that dis-
ability is closely linked with 
lower educational attainment, 
and many children with cog-
nitive or communication dif-
ficulties remain out of school 
or sit in classrooms where 
their needs are not under-
stood.

I n  m a i n s t r e a m 
schools, inclusive edu-

cation often stops at admis-
sion; children are enrolled on 
paper but left without re-
source teachers, individual-
ized learning plans, or acces-
sible teaching materials. 
Many special schools, espe-
cially in smaller towns and 
districts, run with limited 
trained staff and weak over-
sight, turning care work into 
custodial management rather 

than mean-

ingful education or life-skills 
training.

Child rights activist Na-
gasimha G Rao points out that 
for these children, “develop-
ing life skills itself constitutes 
a vital form of education,” yet 
they frequently “fail to recog-
nise or comprehend the vio-
lence and abuse inflicted upon 
them, and rarely confide in 
anyone about it.” The result, 
he notes, is that many be-
come “victims of parental 

neglect or indifference” 
and are deprived of 
their fundamental 
rights.

Laws on paper, gaps on 
ground: laws aim to protect 

children with disabilities
India is not short of progres-
sive legal frameworks. The 
Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 2016 recognises 
intellectual disability and 
promises equality, non-dis-
crimination, and reasonable 
accommodation in education, 
health and community life. 
Article 23 of the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the 
Child further obliges States 
to ensure special care, digni-
ty, and full social inclusion 
for children with disabilities.

But the implementation gap 
is glaring. Research cited by 
global disability and child-
rights agencies shows that 
violence against children 
with disabilities occurs at 
rates at least 1.7 times higher 

than among their peers with-
out disabilities, with many 
incidents never reported. In 
India, law enforcement ca-
pacity, child protection sys-
tems, and disability services 
rarely intersect effectively, 
leaving complaints to be han-
dled case by case rather than 
through a systemic child pro-
tection lens.

Rao underlines this discon-
nect: despite strong laws, 
“the absence of effective 
monitoring and implementa-
tion has turned their protec-
tion into a persistent chal-
lenge,” especially because 
children with intellectual dis-
abilities struggle to report 
abuse or even recognise it 
when it happens around them.

K’taka’s policies 
versus reality

Karnataka was among the ear-
ly states to mandate explicit 
child protection frameworks 
within schools. As early as 
2016, the state government 
issued a directive that every 
educational institution must 
adopt and implement a Child 
Protection Policy. The Karna-
taka State Child Protection 
Policy requires schools to 
form child protection commit-
tees, display grievance mech-
anisms, ban corporal punish-
ment and ensure safe environ-
ments, with monitoring by 
authorities.

Rao notes that institutions 
that fail to comply should 
face serious consequences, 
including revocation of li-
cense and action under the 
Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act, 
2015 for teachers or staff who 
are cruel to children. Yet the 
Bagalkot case and earlier al-
legations from a speech and 
hearing school in Kollegala, 
Chamarajanagar, where a 
teacher is accused of sexually 
abusing children with com-
munication disorders over 
years, show monitoring has 
been patchy at best.

In the Chamarajanagar 
case, survivors and advocates 
allege that the teacher exploit-
ed children who could not 
speak,  with complaints 
emerging only years later, af-
ter an alumnus disclosed her 
experience at a school event 
and a formal case was finally 
registered under the POCSO 
Act. 

 ‘Parameshi Prema Prasanga’ to 
be staged in city on Dec 24

BENGALURU

The theater troupe Rangaval-
li Mysore will be staging the 
comedy play ‘Parameshi Pre-
ma Prasanga’ at the Ranga 
Shankara theater in JP Nagar, 
Bengaluru, on Wednesday, 
December 24, at 7:30 PM. 
Written by the renowned the-
ater director Srinivas Prabhu, 
this play is directed by Ravi-
prasad.

About the Play
Parameshi, who's striving 

tooth and nail to woo Rash-
mi... Krishnoji, whose celiba-
cy is being fiercely chal-
lenged by the eyes of Shanta-
ladevi... Vyakularaya, who's 
adamant about becoming a 
poet, come hell or high wa-
ter... Ambabayi, who roasts 
and devours her husband 
(metaphorically, we hope!)... 
Bhoothanatha, who can't even 
recall his own name... Desai, 
the gluttonous foodie... Pun-
driklu ,the former dacoit 
turned good guy... And Chen-
ni, who swipes a necklace in 
the blink of an eye...

When all these characters 
assemble in one place, the re-
sulting fountain of uncontrol-
lable laughter is none other 
than 'Parameshi Prema 
Prasanga' (Parameshi's Love 
Affair)!

 Written by: Srinivas Pra-
bhu Directed by: Raviprasa-

dInspired by the works of 
English writer P.G. Wode-
house, this romantic comedy 
is penned by Srinivasa Pra-
bhu. The renowned designer 
H.K. Dwarakanath has craft-
ed the stage design, while 
Madhu Ninasam has designed 

the lighting, and Manju Man-
gala will operate music, 
Make-Up by - Saritha C.V. 
Hariprasad has designed the 
costumes. The play is direct-
ed by Ravi Prasad.  An entry 
fee of ₹200 has been fixed for 
this play.

Social stigma and emotional isolation
Beyond laws and policies, 
children with intellectual dis-
abilities face a quieter, every-
day violence—stigma. Fami-
lies often hide them from 
public view due to shame or 
fear of ridicule, and commu-
nities see them more as ob-
j ec t s  o f  p i ty  than  a s 
rights-bearing individuals. 
This stigma narrows their 
world: invitations to birthday 
parties or school outings 
shrink, classmates avoid sit-
ting with them, and teachers 
may assume they can’t learn, 
reinforcing stereotypes that 
they are “burdens” rather than 

children with potential.
The psychological impact is 

profound. International stud-
ies have repeatedly linked ex-
clusion and bullying with 
higher risks of anxiety, de-
pression, and self-harm 
among children and adoles-
cents. Children with disabili-
ties are often overprotected at 
home in some respects yet 
under-protected in others—
their mobility may be restrict-
ed, but their emotional needs 
and autonomy are overlooked, 
leaving them confused, lonely 
and dependent on people who 
may mistreat them.

Healthcare: the missing link
Accessing healthcare and 
therapy remains another crit-
ical barrier. While India has 
expanded disability certifica-
tion and welfare schemes, 
obtaining an accurate diagno-
sis, regular therapy, and men-
tal-health support still de-
pends heavily on geography 
and income. Families in dis-
tricts and rural areas often 
travel long distances 
for assessments, 
only to face long 
waiting times, 
limited spe-
c ia l is ts ,  or 
services that 
are not adapted for 
children with intel-
lectual disabili-

ties. Mental health, in partic-
ular, is neglected: children 
with developmental delays or 
behavioural issues are fre-
quently labelled “stubborn” 
or “naughty” rather than be-
ing screened for emotional 
distress or co-occurring con-
ditions. For many parents, 
the costs of regular occupa-
tional therapy, speech thera-
py, counselling, or psychiat-
ric care are prohibitive, push-
ing them to rely on residen-
tial institutions or hostels that 
promise holistic care but may 

lack trained staff and 
proper oversight, as 
the Bagalkot inci-
dent tragically illus-
trates.

Families on the frontline
Behind every intellectually disabled child is a family negotiat-
ing daily battles—with systems, finances, and social attitudes. 
Parents, especially mothers, often give up paid work to become 
full-time caregivers, leading to economic strain and emotional 
burnout. Accessing certificates, schemes, reservations, or assis-
tive devices means navigating multiple offices and paperwork, 
which can be overwhelming for families already stretched thin.

Rao stresses that parental neglect is not always deliberate 
cruelty; sometimes it is the exhaustion of caregivers who re-
ceive little structured support. When parents are not oriented to 
their child’s rights, or when they are themselves stigmatized or 
misinformed, children may be left in the care of institutions 
without regular visits, questions, or oversight. Communi-
ty-based support groups, respite care, and counselling for par-
ents remain limited and uneven across Karnataka and the rest 
of India.

Abuse risk: highest where trust is deepest
Children with intellectual dis-
abilities are most vulnerable 
where trust is deepest—at 
home, in schools, and in hos-
tels or residential care. Global 
evidence shows that they face 
significantly higher risks of 
physical, emotional and sexu-
al abuse, often from caregiv-
ers or family members. Their 
dependence for daily living 
tasks, challenges in communi-
cation, and difficulty in recog-
nising inappropriate be-
haviour make them easy tar-
gets for abusers who assume 
they will not be believed or 
will not speak up at all.

National crime data show 
rising reporting of crimes 
against children, but cases in-
volving disabled victims are 
likely still undercounted be-
cause classification and docu-
mentation of disability status 
are inconsistent. In institu-

tions, power hierarchies and 
the fear of being expelled or 
punished discourage staff or 
peers from reporting wrong-
doing, which is why Rao ar-
gues that “children with intel-
lectual disabilities are partic-
ularly vulnerable, facing high-
er risks of physical, emotion-
al, and sexual abuse, often 
from caregivers or family 
members,” and that many cas-
es go unreported due to com-
munication barriers and de-
pendency on abusers.

Technology and inclusive learning
Digital tools carry the poten-
tial to transform learning for 
children with intellectual dis-
a b i l i t i e s — i f  d e s i g n e d 
thoughtfully and made acces-
sible. Educational apps with 
simplified interfaces, visual 
supports, local-language au-
dio prompts, and step-by-step 
instructions can reinforce life 
skills and basic academic con-
cepts at a pace the child can 
manage. For non-verbal chil-
dren or those with limited 
speech, augmentative and al-
ternative communication 
(AAC) devices and apps can 
help them express pain, dis-
comfort, or preferences, re-
ducing their isolation and im-
proving their ability to report 
abuse or neglect.

During and after the pan-
demic, online learning high-
lighted both possibilities and 
limitations: while some urban 

schools experimented with 
special online sessions and 
interactive tools, many dis-
abled children in low-income 
families lacked devices, con-
nectivity, or adult support to 
benefit from them. Bridging 
this digital divide requires tar-
geted government investment 
in accessible devices, training 
for teachers and parents, and 
partnerships with NGOs and 
tech innovators to scale solu-
tions beyond big cities.
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Starc questions ICC 
role in DRS payment

NZ secure second place after Test victory
The Black Caps dominated at Bay Oval, winning 2-0 in the series and boosting their World Test 

Championship standing

NEW DELHI
 

New Zealand moved up to 
second place in the ICC 
World Test Championship 
standings after a crushing 
323-run victory over the West 
Indies in the third and final 
Test at Mount Maunganui. 
The win helped New Zealand 
overtake South Africa, with 
only Australia remaining 
ahead in the points table.

The Black Caps finished 
the match midway through 
the final session at Bay 
Oval, showing clear domi-
nance throughout the series. 
The victory sealed a 2-0 se-
ries win and strengthened 
New Zealand’s position ear-
ly in the World Test Cham-
pionship cycle.

Left-arm seamer Jacob 
Duffy played a key role in the 
triumph. He took the final 

wicket of the match and end-
ed the West Indies’ second 
innings with impressive fig-
ures of 5 for 42. Chasing a 
challenging target of 462 
runs, the visitors were bowled 
out for just 138.

Duffy’s performance across 
the series was outstanding. He 
claimed 23 wickets and was 
named Player of the Series. 
During the match, he also 
broke a long-standing nation-

al record, surpassing Richard 
Hadlee’s mark for the most 
wickets by a New Zealander 
in a calendar year.

New Zealand’s bowlers 
were well supported by strong 
batting performances. Open-
ers Devon Conway and cap-
tain Tom Latham made histo-
ry by becoming the first open-
ing pair in Test cricket to 
score two centuries each in 
the same match.

Conway stood out with 
scores of 227 and 100, be-
coming the first New Zea-
lander to achieve a double 
century and a century in one 
Test. He was named Player of 
the Match.

New Zealand will next face 
England in a three-match Test 
series next year, while the 
West Indies remain ninth and 
will play Sri Lanka and Paki-
stan at home.

India eye better fielding in second T20I
NEW DELHI

 
The Indian women’s cricket 
team will look to improve its 
fielding and strengthen its po-
sition when it faces Sri Lanka 
in the second Women’s T20 
International on Tuesday (to-
day).

India began the series with 
a comfortable eight-wicket 
win, marking their first inter-
national outing after a historic 
World Cup triumph last 
month. The bowlers did a sol-
id job by restricting Sri Lanka 
to 121 for six, and the batters 
chased the target with ease. 
However, several dropped 
catches raised concerns about 
the team’s fielding standards.

Captain Harmanpreet Kaur 
openly admitted that fielding 
needs attention. She said the 
team is working hard to fix 
the issue and stressed that wet 
conditions cannot be used as 
an excuse. The skipper be-
lieves the side will show a 
better approach in the next 
match.

The Indian players returned 

to action after a well-earned 
six-week break following 
their World Cup success. 
They trained together at a 
week-long camp in Bengalu-
ru, and some lack of sharp-
ness in the field was expected. 
Harmanpreet feels the team 
will soon regain rhythm and 
confidence.

India remain clear favour-
ites against the Chamari 
Athapaththu-led Sri Lankan 
side. Jemimah Rodrigues con-
tinued her fine form, batting 
fluently and punishing loose 

bowling in the opening game. 
Young left-arm spinner Vaish-
navi Sharma also impressed 
by conceding just 16 runs in 
her four overs, despite going 
wicketless.

Shafali Verma will look for 
more consistency, while se-
nior players such as Harman-
preet, Rodrigues and Deepti 
Sharma hope for tougher 
challenges. The series is seen 
as important preparation be-
fore India’s demanding tour 
of Australia after the Wom-
en’s Premier League.

Dhami launches Sansad 
Khel Mahotsav in Almora
ALMORA

 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami on 
Monday inaugurated the San-
sad Khel Mahotsav at the 
Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna 
Stadium in Almora, marking 
another step towards promot-
ing sports and fitness across 
the state.

The sports festival has been 
launched to support the vision 
of Fit India and Fit Uttara-
khand, with a focus on en-
couraging young people to 
take up sports and physical 
activity. Union Minister of 
State Ajay Tamta was also 
present at the event, showing 
support for the initiative.

Speaking after the inaugu-
ration, Chief Minister Dhami 
said that a strong sports cul-
ture is taking shape in Uttara-
khand under his government. 
He highlighted that sports in-
frastructure is being devel-
oped on a large scale and that 
new policies are helping iden-
tify and support talented ath-
letes from across the state.

The Chief Minister said the 
government aims to turn Ut-
tarakhand into a sports hub. 
As part of this plan, a 
state-level sports league is be-
ing prepared. He announced 

that 23 sports academies will 
be set up in eight major cities, 
where around 920 top athletes 
and many other players will 
receive high-quality training.

Dhami also shared plans to 
establish Uttarakhand’s first 
sports university in Haldwani 
and the state’s first women’s 
sports college in Lohaghat. 
These steps, he said, will cre-
ate better opportunities for 
young athletes, especially 
women.

The Sansad Khel Mahotsav 
is part of a wider national ef-
fort to promote fitness, com-
munity participation and 
sportsmanship. Similar events 
have been organised in other 
parts of the country, including 
Jorhat, where large numbers of 
people took part in sporting 
activities like a half-marathon.

The initiative aims to dis-
cover local talent, strengthen 
grassroots sports and build a 
healthier society through ac-
tive participation.

The Chief  Minister 
announced plans to make 
Uttarakhand a sports hub, 
including 23 academies in 

eight cities training 920 
top athletes and 

numerous other players

ADELAIDE
 

Australian fast bowler Mitchell Starc has raised 
serious questions about the International Cricket 
Council’s handling of Decision Review System 
costs, amid growing controversy during the on-
going Ashes series.

Starc suggested that the ICC should pay for 
DRS technology in international cricket and 
ensure the same provider is used across all 
matches. He believes a centralised system 
would reduce confusion and bring more 
consistency to umpiring decisions.

The debate has intensified after several 
disputed decisions involving Real Time 
Snicko during the Ashes. Tensions peak-
ed in the Adelaide Test, where England 
lost a crucial wicket after a review issue. 
The ICC later reinstated England’s re-
view when the Snicko technology pro-
vider admitted an operator error that 
affected a decision involving Australian 
wicketkeeper Alex Carey.

Another moment drew attention when 
Starc was caught on the stump micro-
phone saying that Snicko “needs to be 
sacked,” reflecting frustration shared by 
players and officials from both sides.

Cricket Australia and the England and 
Wales Cricket Board are reportedly plan-
ning to approach the ICC to review its cur-
rent protocols. At present, host broadcasters 
are responsible for paying for DRS technology, 
a system that has drawn criticism due to vary-
ing standards across countries.

Speaking on the issue, Starc said the officials 
rely on the technology to make decisions, so the 
ICC should take responsibility for funding it. He 
added that using one provider worldwide could 
lead to fewer errors and less frustration for play-
ers, officials and fans.

KATHMANDU
 

Nepal have named a 24-player 
group for a training camp as 
they begin preparations for the 
upcoming ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup, scheduled to be 
held in India and Sri Lanka 
early next year.

The selected players will at-
tend an intensive camp that 
will help selectors decide the 
final 15-member squad for the 
global tournament, which be-
gins on February 7. The larger 
group gives the team manage-
ment a chance to assess form, 
fitness and combinations be-
fore trimming the squad.

Nepal have shown faith in 
the core group that impressed 
earlier this year. Sixteen play-
ers from the squad that defeat-
ed the West Indies 2-1 in a 
T20I series during September 
and October have been re-
tained. Their strong perfor-
mances played a major role in 
Nepal’s growing confidence in 
the shortest format.

Along with the familiar fac-
es, eight new players have 
been added to the group. Sher 
Malla, Binod Bhandari, Abi-

nash Bohara and Bashir 
Ahmed earned selection after 
strong displays in the recently 
concluded Nepal Premier 
League. Their inclusion adds 
depth and competition within 
the squad.

Nepal qualified for the 2026 
T20 World Cup after an un-
beaten run at the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup Asia-Pacific 
Regional Final in Oman in Oc-
tober. This will be Nepal’s sec-
ond straight appearance at the 
tournament and their third 
overall, reflecting steady prog-
ress on the international stage.

Nepal have been placed in 
Group C, where they will face 

tough opponents including En-
gland, West Indies, Bangla-
desh and Italy. The tournament 
will feature 20 teams across 
eight venues over 29 days.

Each team will play group 
matches between February 7 
and 20. The top two teams 
from each group will advance 
to the Super Eights stage start-
ing February 21. The best four 
teams from that phase will 
move on to the semi-finals, 
with the final scheduled for 
March 8.

The training camp is seen as 
a crucial step as Nepal aim to 
compete strongly against top 
cricketing nations.

Nepal announce training squad 
ahead of T20 World Cup

Gill to lead strong Punjab Squad for Vijay Hazare
NEW DELHI

 
Punjab have announced an 
18-member squad for the up-
coming Vijay Hazare Trophy, 
with star players Shubman 
Gill, Abhishek Sharma and Ar-
shdeep Singh set to feature in 
the domestic one-day tourna-
ment. Punjab will begin their 
campaign against Maharashtra 
on December 24 and will play 
all seven of their league 
matches in Jaipur. The team 
reached the quarter-finals last 
season and will be aiming to 
go further this time with a 
strong mix of international 
players and young talent.

Gill’s inclusion comes after 

a difficult phase in his inter-
national career. The Indian 
batter was recently dropped 
from the squads for the T20 
World Cup and the New Zea-
land T20I series due to con-
cerns over fitness and form. 
The Vijay Hazare Trophy will 

offer him a chance to regain 
rhythm and confidence.

Alongside Gill, Punjab 
have named Abhishek Sharma 
and left-arm pacer Arshdeep 
Singh, who was the team’s 
leading wicket-taker in the 
previous edition. Arshdeep is 
expected to play a key role 
again if available for the full 
tournament.

The squad also includes 
several aggressive batters and 
useful all-rounders such as 
Prabhsimran Singh, Anmol-
preet Singh, Naman Dhir, Ra-
mandeep Singh, Sanvir Singh 
and Harpreet Brar. The pace 
attack will be led by Gurnoor 
Brar and Krish Bhagat.

Boochatham, 
Kanoh retire on 

winning note
BANGKOK

 
Tha i land’s 
w o m e n ’ s 
cricket team 
marked an 
e m o t i o n a l 
milestone as 
Nattaya Boo-
chatham and 
Rosenan Kanoh announced 
their retirements following a 
sixth straight gold medal at 
the Women’s T20 event at the 
SEA Games Thailand 2025. 
Veteran all-rounder Nattaya 
Boochatham, 39, ended her 
international career after the 
final against Malaysia. A key 
figure in Thailand’s rise, she 
represented the country at the 
2020 ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup and played major 
roles in Asia  Cup and 
Emerging Nations successes, 
finishing with over 100 T20I 
wickets. Rosenan Kanoh, 
26, bowed out on a high, 
guiding Thailand to victory 
in the final with a calm, 
match-winning innings. 
Their departures close a de-
fining chapter in Thailand 
women’s cricket history.

Sakib Hussain 
joins SRH for fresh 

IPL challenge
NEW DELHI

 
Right-arm pacer Sakib Hus-
sain is set for a new chapter 
i n  h i s  Ind ian  P remie r 
League career after being 
picked by Sunrisers Hyder-
abad for his base price of 
Rs 30 lakh at the IPL 2026 
auction. Hussain, who tast-
ed title success with Kolk-
ata Knight Riders in 2024 
without playing a match, 
was at Bihar’s Vijay Hazare 
Trophy camp in Patna when 
the news came.

Hussain said the selection 
felt rewarding as he worked 
hard to improve on previous 
shortcomings and implement 
lessons from domestic crick-
et. He credited guidance 
from SRH bowling coach 
Varun Aaron and praised his 
time with KKR, where he 
learned strategies and men-
tal skills from players like 
Andre Russell, Sunil Narine, 
and Rinku Singh.



City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Immaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru – 560001 and printed at Manipal Media Network Limited 
Opp. Govt School, Kempalinganahalli, Near Kunigal Cross, Nelamangala TQ, Bangalore Rural Dist. -562123, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at  S. J. R. V. Printers, 

No. 208 Plot No. B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad – 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008. 
(RNI No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru  PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.

ibcworldnews.comTUESDAY   DECEMBER 23, 2025, KALABURAGI
SPORTS12

SACRAMENTO
 

Dennis Schroder deliv-
ered a dramatic finish as 
the Sacramento Kings 
edged the Houston Rock-
ets 125-124 in overtime, 
snapping a five-game los-
ing streak in thrilling 
fashion.

Schroder hit a clutch 
three-pointer with just 2.2 
seconds left in overtime, 
sealing the win after the 
Kings staged a strong late 
comeback. Coming off 
the bench, he played a vi-
tal role and finished with 
24 points, 10 rebounds 
and seven assists.

DeMar DeRozan led 
Sacramento with 27 
points and nine assists, 
while Russell Westbrook 
added energy and tough-
ness with 21 points and 
13 rebounds. Keegan 
Murray chipped in with 
26 points, and Maxime 
Raynaud recorded a solid 
double-double with 12 
points and 14 rebounds.

Sacramento forced 
overtime after trailing late 
in regulation. With the 

Rockets leading 112-107, 
DeRozan scored on a 
dunk and Westbrook fol-
lowed with a corner 
three-pointer to tie the 
game and push it beyond 
regulation. The overtime 
period saw several lead 
changes and rising ten-
sion. Houston briefly 
went ahead when Jabari 
Smith Jr. made two free 
throws for a 124-122 lead. 
Moments later, DeRozan 
drove into the lane and 
calmly passed to an open 
Schroder in the left cor-
ner, who knocked down 
the winning shot.

For Houston, Alperen 
Sengun scored 28 points, 
Kevin Durant added 24 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Smith finished with 
18 points. Durant had a 
final chance to respond 
but missed a jumper at the 
buzzer.

The Rockets started 
slowly but rallied strongly 
in the second quarter to 
take control before the 
Kings’ late surge turned 
the game around and de-
lighted the home crowd.

Schroeder late 
three lifts Kings 

past rockets
Schroder 

drilled a clutch 
overtime three, 
leading bench 

spark with 
24 points, 10 

rebounds, 
seven assists 

to win

BERLIN
 

Bayern Munich ended the year 
firmly in control of the Bunde-
sliga after a dominant 4-0 
away win over bottom side 
Heidenheim, moving nine 
points clear at the top before 
the winter break.

Despite missing several se-
nior players, coach Vincent 
Kompany’s team controlled 
the match from the opening 
whistle. Bayern kept most of 
the possession, passed with 
confidence and forced Heiden-
heim to defend deep for long 
periods.

The visitors took the lead in 
the 15th minute when Michael 
Olise’s corner was headed 
back across goal by Jonathan 
Tah, allowing Josip Stanisic to 
score from close range.

Bayern doubled their advan-
tage in the 32nd minute. Goal-
keeper Diant Ramaj failed to 
deal with a long ball, Hiroki 
Ito kept the move alive and 
Olise finished calmly to make 
it 2-0.

Heidenheim showed more 
fight after halftime and came 
close to scoring. Stefan Schim-
mer hit the crossbar with a 
header, while Arijon Ibrahi-
movic fired over the bar soon 
after. Bayern also created 
chances, with Harry Kane 
striking the post.

The match remained under 
Bayern’s control as the visitors 
introduced young debutants 
and managed the tempo well. 
Luis Diaz added a third goal in 
the 86th minute with a header 

from Stanisic’s cross.
Kane completed the scoring 

in stoppage time with his 19th 
league goal, marking his 100th 
Bundesliga goal contribution.

Bayern now sit on 41 points 
from 15 matches. Heidenheim 
remain second from bottom on 
11 points. Kane later said Bay-
ern were strong early, slightly 
careless after the break, but 
deserved winners. The result 
underlined their title ambition 
and sent a clear warning to ri-
vals before football pauses for 
winter weeks.

Heidenheim fought back 
after halftime, nearly 

scoring; Schimmer hit 
the crossbar, Ibrahimovic 

missed, while Bayern 
also threatened, with 

Kane striking the post in 
a tense contest

BIRMINGHAM
 

Morgan Rogers scored two 
brilliant goals as Aston Villa 
beat Manchester United 2-1 at 
Villa Park, extending their 
winning run and strengthening 
their push near the top of the 
Premier League table.

The victory was Villa’s sev-
enth straight league win and 
their tenth in a row across all 
competitions. The result lifted 
the home side to third place 
with 36 points, keeping them 
firmly in the title race behind 
leaders Arsenal and Manches-
ter City.

Villa were not at their best for 
much of the first half, but the 
match changed just before the 
break. In the 45th minute, John 
McGinn found Rogers with a 
precise pass. The 23-year-old 
showed great control, cut in-
side the box and curled a 
stunning shot into the top cor-

ner, giving Villa the lead.
Manchester United respond-

ed quickly. After Matty Cash 
lost possession near his own 

penalty area, Matheus Cunha 
struck the loose ball past 
Emiliano Martinez to level the 
score. However, United suf-

fered a big setback when cap-
tain Bruno Fernandes was 
forced off at halftime due to 
injury.

Fernandes was replaced by 
defender Lisandro Martinez, 
who pushed forward and tried 
to help United regain control. 
Despite a brief spell of pres-
sure, Villa soon struck again. In 
the 57th minute, Rogers repeat-
ed his magic, curling another 
fine effort beyond the goal-
keeper to restore Villa’s lead.

United tried to find an equal-
iser late on. Shea Lacey tested 
Martinez, while Mason Mount 
sent a free kick over the bar. 
Villa stayed calm and defended 
well to secure the win.

Rogers, who has now scored 
seven league goals this season, 
praised the supporters after the 
match and even gave his shirt 
to a fan. Villa Park celebrated 
loudly as another famous win 
was sealed.

Morgan Rogers double lifts Aston Villa past United

SIGULDA
 

Kaillie Humphries marked 
a major milestone in her 
career by claiming her first 
Bobsleigh World Cup vic-
tory since 2023, signalling 
a strong return as she pre-
pares for the 2026 Winter 
Olympics.

The American bobsled-
der, now 40, teamed up 
with Emily Renna to win 
the two-woman World Cup 
event in Sigulda, Latvia, 
ending a long wait to re-
turn to the top step of the 
podium. The victory was 
especially meaningful as it 
came after Humphries took 
a season-long break from 
the sport during her preg-
nancy.

Humphries has enjoyed 
a remarkable career across 
two nations. She won 
Olympic gold medals for 
Canada in the two-woman 
bobsleigh at the 2010 Van-
couver Games and the 
2014 Sochi Olympics, 
along with a bronze medal 
at the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Games. After switching 
allegiance to the United 
States, she added a mono-
bob gold medal at the 2022 
Beijing Olympics.

Her last World Cup win 
before Sunday’s race also 
came in Sigulda in Febru-
ary 2023. Since then, she 
stepped away from compe-
tition to focus on mother-
hood before returning to 
the ice this season with 
renewed motivation.

Speaking after the race, 
Humphries described the 
win as deeply emotional. 
She said returning to victo-
ry after three years felt 
special and called it her 
first win as a mother. She 
also highlighted the mo-
ment as a career first for 
teammate Emily Renna, 
making the result even 
more memorable.

Humphries said the vic-
tory felt like a perfect early 
Christmas gift for both ath-
letes and the wider team. 
The result also boosts her 
confidence ahead of the 
2026 Milano-Cortina Win-
ter Olympics.

The bobsleigh events at 
the upcoming Games will 
be held in Cortina d’Am-
pezzo from February 12 to 
22. With this win, Hum-
phries has sent a clear 
message that she remains a 
serious contender on the 
world stage.

Kaillie Humphries 
wins World Cup after 

maternity break

EDMONTON
 

Connor McDavid led from the 
front with a goal and two as-
sists as the Edmonton Oilers 
held on for a 4-3 win over the 
Vegas Golden Knights.

McDavid opened the scor-
ing midway through the first 
period and later set up two 
power-play goals for Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins. Zach Hy-
man also scored and added an 
assist, while Leon Draisaitl 
chipped in with two assists as 
Edmonton built a command-
ing early lead.

The Oilers came out with 
strong intent after a loss in 
Minnesota the previous night. 
They raced to a 4-0 advantage 
in the second period, putting 
heavy pressure on Vegas goal-
tender Carter Hart. Edmonton 
looked in full control at that 
stage, moving the puck quick-
ly and taking advantage of 
special teams chances.

Goaltender Connor Ingram 
made his Edmonton debut and 
first NHL appearance of the 
season. He stopped 26 shots 
and remained calm despite 
late pressure from Vegas. In-
gram last played in the league 
with Utah before entering the 
NHL Players Assistance Pro-
gram earlier this year.

Vegas mounted a comeback 
attempt after Tomas Hertl 
scored on a power play in the 
second period. Hertl later as-
sisted on goals by Mitch 
Marner and Pavel Dorofeyev 
in the third, with Marner also 
scoring with the man advan-
tage. Noah Hanifin registered 
three assists for the Golden 
Knights. Despite the push, 
Edmonton held firm in the fi-
nal minutes to secure the vic-
tory. The win improved the 
Oilers’ record to 18-13-6. 
They have now won three of 
their last four games and con-
tinue to show a strong trend 
when scoring first.

Vegas, meanwhile, suffered 
a third straight loss and will 
look to regroup quickly as the 
season moves forward.

McDavid shines 
as Oilers edge 

Golden Knights

BALTIMORE
 

The New England Patriots are 
back in the NFL playoffs after 
a thrilling 28-24 comeback 
win over the Baltimore Ra-
vens, led by quarterback 
Drake Maye’s calm and confi-
dent performance.

Trailing by 11 points in the 
fourth quarter, the Patriots 
showed strong belief and sharp 
execution when it mattered 
most. Maye guided two crucial 
touchdown drives, turning the 
game around and crushing 
Baltimore’s playoff hopes in 
front of their home crowd.

With New England down 
24-13, Maye fired a 37-yard 
touchdown pass to Kyle Wil-
liams to bring life back into 
the contest. He then showed 
great awareness by completing 
a two-point conversion pass to 
Rhamondre Stevenson, cutting 
the gap to just three points 
with over nine minutes re-

maining. The comeback re-
flected the growing maturity 
of Maye, who finished with a 
career-high 380 passing yards 
and two touchdowns. His 
steady leadership has helped 
New England return to the 
postseason in just his second 
year as starting quarterback.

Head coach Mike Vrabel 

praised his players after the 
game, saying the win belonged 
to the team and that the Patri-
ots would now focus on chas-
ing the division title.

This playoff return comes 
seven years after Tom Brady 
and Bill Belichick won their 
final Super Bowl together, and 
four years after the team last 
reached the postseason. While 
the names have changed, the 
winning feeling has returned 
to Foxborough.

Baltimore, meanwhile, suf-
fered a major setback. The Ra-
vens were unable to protect 
their late lead and now face 
serious pressure in the playoff 
race.

For New England, the victo-
ry confirmed what fans have 
begun to believe. With Maye 
in charge and confidence 
growing, the Patriots once 
again look ready for January 
football and bigger challenges 
ahead.

Maye sparks Patriots comeback to seal playoff spot

Buyuktuncel triple-double powers Nebraska to big win
LINCOLN

 
Berke Buyuktuncel recorded 
an impressive triple-double as 
No. 15 Nebraska pulled away 
in the second half to defeat 
North Dakota 78-55.

Buyuktuncel finished with 
12 points, 11 rebounds and 10 
assists, guiding the Huskers 
after a slow shooting start in 
the opening half. The victory 
helped Nebraska improve to 
12-0, marking the best start in 

the program’s history.
Nebraska struggled early 

and trailed for much of the 
first half, but the team re-
sponded strongly after the 
break. The Huskers opened the 
second half with a decisive 
19-6 run, quickly changing the 
momentum of the game. 
Buyuktuncel gave Nebraska 
its first lead just over a minute 
into the half with a free throw.

Braden Frager provided a 
spark off the bench, leading 

Nebraska with 17 points. Sam 
Hoiberg added 15 points, 
while Jamarques Lawrence 
contributed 13, including a key 
three-pointer that helped 
stretch the lead. Nebraska’s 
balanced scoring proved too 
much for North Dakota to han-
dle. North Dakota briefly re-
gained the lead midway 
through the second half on a 
three-pointer by Garrett An-
derson. However, Nebraska 
responded immediately. 

Buyuktuncel, Lawrence and 
Hoiberg combined for 11 
points during a 13-0 run that 
pushed the Huskers firmly 
ahead.

As the game progressed, 
Nebraska tightened its defense 
and controlled the boards, 
steadily increasing the gap. The 
Huskers built their largest lead 
at 25 points and never allowed 
North Dakota to mount a seri-
ous comeback. The visitors 
were unable to get closer than 

10 points in the final nine min-
utes. Eli King led North Dako-
ta with 13 points, while Marley 
Curtis added 10. Despite their 
effort, North Dakota struggled 
to keep pace once Nebraska 
found its rhythm. The win 
highlighted Nebraska’s depth, 
composure and growing confi-
dence. With strong teamwork 
and consistent defense, the 
Huskers continue to look like a 
serious force as the season 
moves forward.

Fox powers spurs 
past Wizards in 

Washington

WASHINGTON
 

De’Aaron Fox powered the 
San Antonio Spurs to a 124-
113 win over the Washing-
ton Wizards,  scoring a 
game-high 27 points and 
hitting five three-pointers. 
The victory was San Anto-
nio’s sixth in seven games 
and its second over Wash-
ington in four days. Luke 
Kornet dominated inside 
with 20 points and 12 re-
bounds, while Stephon Cas-
tle contributed 18 points and 
11 assists. Victor Wemban-
yama, easing back from a 
calf strain, finished with 14 
points and 12 rebounds in 
under 22 minutes off the 
bench. The Spurs broke the 
game open in the second 
quarter, outscoring Washing-
ton 43-21 to build a 20-point 
halftime lead. Washington 
rested Alex Sarr and Khris 
Middleton, and although Bub 
Carrington scored 21 points, 
the Wizards never cut the 
deficit below nine. The loss 
was Washington’s fourth 
straight at home, as San An-
tonio continued gaining mo-
mentum late in season.

Bayern Munich end year 
strong with Heidenheim Rout


