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Deputy CM
advises caution for
Saudi travelers

DKS secures Polish investment for K’taka

Polish PM Donald Tusk visited B’luru with business leaders to strengthen bilateral trade & technology.
SENGANTRE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE VISIT

/Congress gifted democracy
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Tusk arrived in Bengaluru as to build direct bridges BENGALURU India. The project is expected Minister Dr. G.
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cial visit to India.

Accompanied by a formida-
ble delegation of roughly 100
prominent Polish business
leaders, industry executives,
and senior government offi-
cials including Finance and
Economy Minister Andrzej
Domanski Prime Minister
Tusk held strategic consulta-
tions with Karnataka Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
and Minister Priyank Kharge.

The high-level discussions
focused extensively on ex-
panding bilateral commercial
footprints, fostering techno-
logical innovation, and scal-
ing up cross-border invest-
ments between European
markets and India's southern
tech capital.

The visit to Bengaluru serves
as a crucial extension of Tusk’s
national itinerary, which earlier
featured comprehensive bilat-
eral talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

Highlighting the strategic
economic trajectory shared
by both nations, Minister
Domanski pointed out that
Poland currently stands as one
of Europe's fastest-growing
economies, while India main-
tains its position as a global

We see an opportunity for part-
Q nerships in which Polish and In-

dian companies combine their
research, technologies, and capital to
jointly introduce new digital products.

- Donald Tusk, Polish PM

economic powerhouse.
Economic metrics under-
score this upward trend: bilat-
eral trade between India and
Poland surged by an impres-
sive 192 percent between 2013
and 2025, climbing from USD
1.95 billion to USD 6.36 bil-
lion, with the trade balance
continuing to favor India.
With Bengaluru serving as
India's premier hub for tech-
nology and digital transfor-
mation, the Polish delegation
placed special emphasis on
forging robust alliances with-

Economic Momentum:
Bilateral trade between
India and Poland surged
by 192% between 2013

and 2025, reaching USD
: 6.36 hillion.

Strategic Collaboration:
Discussions empha-
sized joint research

and development
teams to scale produc-
tion and expand into
international markets.

in the Information and Com-
munications Technology
(ICT) and aerospace sectors.
Representatives from Poland's
cutting-edge space industry
and software enterprises inter-
acted directly with regional
stakeholders to evaluate joint
venture prospects, research
partnerships, and engineering
collaborations.

Following his engagement
with state ministerial leaders
at the Taj West End and a
subsequent courtesy meeting
with the Governor of Karna-
taka, Prime Minister Tusk
concluded his southern leg,
paving the way for deeper
strategic integration between
Polish enterprises and In-
dia's burgeoning high-tech
ecosystem.

Karnataka is stepping up
global ties. Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar officially
asked Poland to join as a
main partner for the upcom-
ing Global Investors Meet in
2027.

This big invite happened
during a special business
meeting in Bengaluru. The
Chief Minister welcomed
visiting Polish Prime Minis-
ter Donald Tusk along with a
large group of business lead-
ers and government officials.

A major highlight of the
day was a fresh investment
plan from Poland's TZMO
Group.

The health and manufactur-
ing company announced an
investment of about 80 crore
rupees to build a new factory
in the Kolar district. Spread
across five acres, this plant
will produce smart adult care
products for the first time in

jobs for local workers.

During their talks, the lead-
ers explored new ways to
work together.

Key topics included ad-
vanced manufacturing, artifi-
cial intelligence, green ener-
gy, aerospace, defense, and
digital tech. They also dis-
cussed a proposed digital and
gaming corridor to connect
startups and tech companies
from both regions.

Prime Minister Tusk
praised Karnataka as a great
gateway for trade between
India and Europe. He noted
that Poland's skilled work-
force matches well with the
state's fast-growing digital
economy.

Both leaders believe these
strong partnerships will bring
fast economic growth and
great tech progress for every-
one involved in the coming
years.

Had it not been for the Con-
gress, this nation would not
have been able to establisha

democratic system, we must never
forget our origins.

- D.K. Shivakumar, Karnataka CM

announced that 600
Umrah pilgrims are
stranded in Saudi
Arabia, with round-the-
clock emergency
helplines now active.
v

BENGALURU

Intensifying state-level inter-
vention amid escalating secu-
rity concerns and widespread
international flight cancella-
tions across West Asia, Depu-
ty Chief Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara announced that
roughly 600 Umrah pilgrims
from Karnataka are currently
stranded in Saudi Arabia. Re-
sponding to the crisis, the
Karnataka government has
activated round-the-clock
emergency support systems,
maintaining continuous oper-
ational coordination with the
Indian Embassy in Riyadh
and the Consulate General of
India in Jeddah to secure the
safe repatriation of affected
travelers.

To streamline rescue opera-
tions, the State Emergency
Operations Centre (SEOC)
under the Revenue Depart-

ment and the Karnataka Haj
Department have joined forc-
es with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. Authorities are
working closely with com-
mercial carriers and tour op-
erators to arrange alternative
travel pathways as soon as
airspace conditions stabilize.
Dedicated 24x7 helpline num-
bers have been publicized to
offer immediate assistance to
stranded citizens and anxious
families back home, reachable
locally via 1070 or 080-
22253707, alongside specific
mobile and WhatsApp con-
tacts for the Karnataka Haj
Department (9483503132,
7899707775) and diplomatic
missions in Saudi Arabia.
Reiterating previous safety
directives, the Deputy Chief
Minister strongly urged all Kan-
nadigas currently abroad to stay
calm, remain indoors during
security alerts, and strictly re-
frain from photographing or
recording defense incidents,
which violates local laws.

Conspiracies won't succeed
warns Siddaramaiah

MYSURU

Breaking his silence on the
unfolding political contro-
versy, former Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
firmly asserted that he initi-
ated a formal police com-
plaint regarding the alleged
fake sting operation explic-
itly to unmask the conspira-
tors and expose the truth.
Speaking to the press in
Mysuru, the senior Congress
leader stated he harbors nei-
ther fear nor regret because
he has committed no wrong-
doing, emphasizing that the
fabricated footage was an
orchestrated attempt to
blackmail and defame him
now that he is out of power.
Addressing the specifics
of the controversy, Siddara-
maiah disclosed that he has
already approached a civil
court to secure a legal in-
junction restraining the pub-
lic broadcasting and circula-
tion of the doctored video.
He publicly identified
Congress figure Krupa Alva
and Power TV owner
Rakesh Shetty as the indi-

| filed the complaint myself so
Q the truth comes out and peo-

ple find out whoiis really be-
hind this conspiracy.

- Siddaramaiah,
former Karnataka Chief Minister

viduals appearing in the
controversial material,
claiming that Shetty had ad-
mitted to creating the re-
cording.

Dismissing offers of polit-
ical solidarity from rivals
like Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy, the former
Chief Minister stressed that
no personal siding is neces-
sary as long as an impartial,
transparent police investiga-
tion exposes the architects
of the plot to the public.

NEW DELHI

resolve outstanding friction points,

BORDER STABILITY AND AID

MEA addresses China border deviations
Highlights of the briefing

prevent misunderstandings, and re-

UK jets join French
nuclear exercise

PARIS: Marking a historic shift in European
defense cooperation, British and French military
aviation forces flew together over the Mediter-
ranean in their very first joint exercise involving
France’s airborne nuclear deterrent capabilities.
French Armed Forces Minister Catherine Vau-
trin announced that the milestone operation took
place earlier in the week, underscoring deepen-
ing strategic coordination between the two Eu-
ropean allies amid growing regional security
tensions and friction with Russia.

During the exercise codenamed "Rummy"
British Royal Air Force (RAF) Typhoon fight-
ers took off to escort French Rafale warplanes
after they departed from the Saint-Dizier air
base in northeastern France. The allied jets
simulated a joint nuclear strike scenario,
demonstrating that maintaining independent
national arsenals does not preclude close op-
erational coordination. British Defence Sec-
retary Wes Streeting emphasized that the joint
maneuver sends a clear deterrent message to
potential adversaries regarding both nations'
steadfast commitment to European security.

The landmark cooperation builds upon a
bilateral pact signed in July 2025 to rein-
force nuclear-related collaboration against
mounting geopolitical uncertainties and
shifting transatlantic security commitments.
France currently maintains the world's
fourth-largest nuclear stockpile comprising
290 submarine- and air-launched warheads
at an annual cost of roughly six billion euros
while Britain possesses 225 warheads.

Sri D. K. SHIVAKUMAR
Hon. Chief Minister
Govt. of Karnataka

Okne state. Many worlds.

The Golden Chariot, Karnataka’s
luxury train, commences
operations for 2026-27
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Addressing pressing geopolitical
developments during a weekly
briefing in New Delhi, the Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA) stat-
ed that stability along the In-
dia-China border is periodically
disrupted whenever Chinese
forces diverge from estab-
lished patrolling patterns.
Commenting on recent
observations made by
ITBP Director General
Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor,
MEA officials emphasized
that maintaining peace and
tranquility along the Line of Actu-
al Control (LAC) remains a vital
prerequisite for the overall devel-
opment of bilateral ties between
New Delhi and Beijing.

The ministry noted that both na-
tions continue utilizing active dip-
lomatic and military channels to

fine border management protocols.
Discussions are currently underway
to improve mutual understanding of
the LAC in designated areas to min-
imize operational friction. While
deferring operational specifics to
the Ministry of Defence, the
MEA underscored that co-
operative communication
remains crucial for avert-
ing miscalculations along
the sensitive frontier.
In a separate briefing
focus, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal addressed
India’s ongoing humanitarian ef-
forts to ship essential life-saving
medicines to Iran amidst wide-
spread aviation and transport dis-
ruptions across West Asia. Re-
sponding to reports regarding lo-
gistical hurdles faced by carriers
like Iran Air in securing flight

OBorder Management: Both nations con-
tinue utilizing existing military and diplo-
matic mechanisms to avoid misunder-
standings and enhance LAC clarity.

Date: 24.10.2026 | Time: 11:00 AM
Venue: Platform No. 8, Krantivira Sangolli
Rayanna Railway Station, Bengaluru

2 Humanitarian Aid to Iran: India is coor-
dinating with Iranian counterparts to en-
sure essential medical supplies reach
Tehran despite aviation challenges.

For booking/information™
www.goldenchariot.org
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proving border patrolling protocols and
facilitating crucial cross-border transit
logistics remain ongoing.

permissions, Jaiswal affirmed that
New Delhi is actively communi-
cating with Iranian counterparts to
find workable transport routes. De-
scribing the initiative as a steadfast
humanitarian commitment, the
ministry highlighted that diplomat-
ic coordination continues despite
regional conflict challenges.

Sri Shivaprasad P. R., IAS,
Commissioner, Department of Tourism
& Managing Director, KSTDC

Sri Ram Prasath Manohar, IAS,
Secretary to Government, GOK
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Hariprasad warns Congress
-%i membersoversting operation

Hariprasad called the sting political revenge, urging a CBl and CID
probe into the video’s participants, masterminds, and past events.

Adugodi polie
reunite missing
elderly man with son

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Adugodi police safely reu-
nited 78-year-old
Bhimappa with his son,
Nagaraj, after he was
found wandering alone
and unable to remember
his address. A house
owner on 5th Main in
Wilson Garden noticed
Bhimappa knocking on
nearby doors around 1:33
am and alerted the
Namma 112 helpline. ASI
Somashekar H. and AHC
Vital reached the spot
promptly and made
inquiries to identify him.
They later traced Nagaraj,
who confirmed the elderly
man was his father. After
verification, police
handed Bhimappa over to
his son, highlighting the
importance of public
awareness and prompt
emergency response.

Infant loses toe,
parents allege
hospital negligence

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Parents of a 57-day-old
baby girl have alleged
medical negligence at

Vani Vilas Hospital,
claiming their child lost a
toe after developing
gangrene. The hospital
has denied the allega-
tions. The infant was
admitted on September
15 with a fever and

received treatment for a
bacterial infection. Her

parents alleged that
staff ignored her wors-
ening condition and
watched social media
videos instead of
responding to their con-
cerns. They claimed doc-
tors delayed treatment
despite the baby’s leg
turning blue. The hospi-
tal later amputated a
toe. The infant is cur-
rently receiving intensive
care. Hospital Medical
Superintendent Dr.
Savitha said the baby
suffered from septice-
mia and a blood clot.
She maintained that
staff provided appropri-
ate treatment and
denied negligence.

Mild earthquake
shakes Doddaballapur,

no damage reported

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A mild earthquake
measuring 3.0 on the
Richter scale struck
Doddaballapur taluk in
Karnataka at 9:01am
on Friday, according to
the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC). The epicen-
tre was located about
0.5 km north of
Thimmojanahalli vil-
lage, under Tubagere
Gram Panchayat, at a
depth of 10 km.
KSNDMC officials said
minor tremors may have
been felt within a 20 to
30 km radius of the epi-
centre. The region falls
under Seismic Zone I,
and officials said there
was no need for public
concern.

No damage to property
or injuries were
reported. Local resident
Devaraju said people in
his village had not felt
the tremors and no
damage had occurred
there. However, resi-
dents of nearby
Lagumenahalli reported
feeling the tremors,
with some saying the
roofs of their houses
shook during the earth-
guake.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) President
B.K. Hariprasad said action
would be taken against Con-
gress members if they were
found involved in the sting
operation case.

Speaking at the KPCC of-
fice on Friday, Hariprasad
said notices would be issued
to those involved.

He stated that the video had
already surfaced and that a
show-cause notice had been
ordered. He added that further
action would follow if evi-
dence confirmed their in-
volvement.

Hariprasad described the
sting operation as an act of po-
litical revenge.

He said agencies such as the
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
should investigate who ap-
peared in the video and who
was behind it. He also said the
investigation should examine
past events.

Commenting on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Harip-
rasad accused him of being
behind CD operations and al-
leged that such activities had
damaged political careers. He
also said former Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah was not
weak and that the Congress
would respond politically to
the issue.

Hariprasad said he would
speak with Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah and stressed that al-
legations alone were not
enough. Concrete evidence
was necessary before taking
action against party members.

He also announced that
Congress leaders would at-
tend the INDIA bloc protest at
Ramlila Maidan in Delhi from
November | over alleged vote
theft. Ministers would remain
in Karnataka because of Kan-
nada Rajyotsava celebrations.

Reacting to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s state-
ment that Congress would not
return to power for 30 years,
Hariprasad questioned Shah’s
political future.

)

"

He further said appoint-
ments to boards and corpora-
tions would be announced
soon, once the Model Code of
Conduct no longer prevented
the release.

On the Mysuru incident in-
volving ministers being
stopped during Dasara, Harip-
rasad said blocking their entry
was wrong.

He also questioned BJP MP
Govind Karjol’s response to
alleged atrocities against Dal-
its in other states and noted
that the Chief Minister had
ordered an inquiry into the
Mysuru incident.

Sting Operation & Investigation

Hariprasad announced show-cause
notices for members involved in the
sting video, demanding
independent probes by the CID and
CBI to uncover the masterminds.

Political Accusations

He targeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over alleged CD
operations, while firmly defending
former Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
against opposition attacks.

Protests & Administrative
Updates

Congress leaders will join the INDIA
bloc protest in Delhi from
November 1, and pending board
and corporation appointments will
be released once the code of
conduct ends.

Mysuru Dasara Incident

Condemning the incident where
ministers were blocked during
Dasara, Hariprasad confirmed that
the Chief Minister has ordered an
official inquiry.

SCIENTIFIC REPORT ORDERED INTO SHIVAMOGGA
DASARA ELEPHANT INCIDENT

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Madhu
Bangarappa has directed offi-
cials to prepare a scientific
report on the incident in
which Somanna, an elephant
carrying the Ambari during
the Shivamogga Dasara pro-
cession, became frightened
and ran away. He said further
action would be decided after
examining the report.
Speaking to the media on
Friday, Bangarappa said a
meeting would be held on
Saturday with the Deputy
Commissioner, forest officials
and other concerned authori-
ties to discuss the incident.
The minister said the exact
reason behind the elephant’s
sudden reaction was not yet
known. He suggested that

loud band music or the large
crowd might have frightened
the animal. He added that a
major accident had been
avoided by the grace of God-
dess Chamundeshwari.
Bangarappa said ele-
phants participating
in Dasara proces-
sions undergo
training and noted |}
that Somanna was \}
reportedly in good
health. He also ac-
knowledged questions
about why the elephant
had been changed this year.
Responding to allegations
of negligence by officials, the
minister said it would be pre-
mature to blame anyone be-
fore the facts were estab-
lished. He stressed that the
scientific report should iden-

tify the cause and guide fur-
ther action. On the Mysuru
Dasara controversy, Bang-
arappa addressed allegations
that three ministers were pre-
vented from attending the
Nandi Dhwaja worship
ceremony by the Su-
perintendent of Po-
lice. BJP leaders
have claimed that
Dalit ministers
were denied entry.
The minister said
no minister should
have to face such a situa-
tion. He added that Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar had
directed the Chief Secretary to
investigate the incident and
said further comments would
be inappropriate until the in-
quiry progressed.
Bangarappa also stated that

NEXT STEPS

"8 Scientific report to find why
Somanna bolted

Review meeting with the DC
and forest officials

Chief Secretary to probe the
Mysuru Nandi Dhwaja row

Congress to join the Ramlila
Maidan protest

the Congress party’s Bharat
Jodo 2.0 campaign would
continue. Party president B.K.
Hariprasad would announce
details of its future phases.

He further said Congress
leaders would participate in
a major protest at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan next
month, following Rahul
Gandhi’s call over allega-
tions of vote theft.

HC protects landowners after 15-year restriction

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
ruled that government-granted
land can be sold after the
completion of a 15-year re-
striction period, provided the
sale follows the applicable
rules.

A bench led by Justice N.S.
Sanjay Gowda cancelled or-
ders issued by the Revenue
Department and the Deputy
Commissioner seeking to
take back land owned by D.
Sunitha and her husband,
M.S. Basavaraju, from Chal-
lakere taluk in Chitradurga
district.

The court observed that au-
thorities cannot cancel a land
grant decades later simply be-
cause the property was sold
after the restricted period end-
ed. It noted that action taken
36 years after the original
grant and 13 years after the
sale was unlawful.

The bench clarified that

THELAND CASE
[

1984-85

20 guntas granted witha
15-year bar on sale

® 2007

Sold to Basavaraju after the
bar ended

® 2009
Gifted to his wife, Sunitha

® 2020

Grant cancelled, land ordered
confiscated

@ NOW
High Court quashes the orders

once the 15-year non-alien-
ation period expires, the gov-
ernment’s conditional restric-
tions on the land come to an
end. The original grantee can
then use or sell the property,
subject to applicable laws.
Under Rule 25 of the Kar-
nataka Land Grant Rules,
1969, a grant can be can-
celled if the land was ob-
tained through fraud or false

information. The court stated
that the Deputy Commission-
er could not use discretionary
powers under Section 25 of
the Revenue Act to cancel a
grant outside the permitted
grounds.

The case concerns 20 gun-
tas of land in Survey No. 277
of Challakere, granted to
Pragati Gramina Udyoga
Sangha in 1984-85 with a
15-year restriction on transfer.

In 2007, the association
sold the land to Basavaraju
after the restriction period had

expired. The ownership re-
cord was transferred to his
name. In 2009, he gifted the
property to his wife, Sunitha.
In 2020, following a com-
plaint by local residents, rev-
enue officials cancelled the
grant and ordered the land to
be confiscated, alleging a vi-
olation of the conditions. The
couple challenged the deci-
sion before the High Court.
The court quashed the can-
cellation orders, upholding
the petitioners’ rights over the

property.

‘Sting operation
controversy
mishandled by govt’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy alleged that
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar and Home Minister Pri-
yank Kharge travelled to Del-
hi to brief the Congress High
Command about the sting
operation controversy in Kar-
nataka.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at J.P. Bhavan on Friday,
Kumaraswamy said the issue
had damaged former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah’s rep-
utation. He claimed that ex-
amining the phone records of
people close to Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar would re-
veal the truth.

Kumaraswamy also ques-
tioned the handling of the
case and alleged that a person
linked to a private news chan-
nel had been brought from a
hotel in Mysuru late at night.
He criticised the govern-
ment’s response to the contro-
Versy.

Raising the Bidadi project
issue, Kumaraswamy accused
the government of ignoring
farmers’ concerns and ques-
tioned why caste had been
brought into the debate. He
also demanded a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) probe
into the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC)
controversy, stating that can-
didates who took examina-
tions honestly were protest-
ing.
He further alleged that the
NICE project had earned
profits beyond its initial in-
vestment and questioned the
government’s handling of the
matter. Kumaraswamy said he
had submitted documents and
called for a detailed investiga-
tion. The Union Minister also

Phone records of
people close to CM
D.K. Shivakumar
would reveal the truth,
says Kumaraswamy

expressed concern over de-
lays in establishing an Auto-
motive Research Association
of India (ARAI) centre in
Mandya. He said the centre
could attract industries and
create jobs, but the proposal
had not progressed despite an
earlier announcement about
providing land.

Kumaraswamy criticised
the government over compen-
sation for farmers affected by
distress and questioned the
delay in releasing financial
assistance. He urged the state
leadership to focus on farmers
facing difficulties and migra-
tion.

He also raised concerns
about an alleged assault on a
four-year-old child during the
Dasara festivities and ques-
tioned the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.

Referring to the govern-
ment’s future, Kumaraswamy
hinted at a possible political
crisis, saying the current de-
velopments had created diffi-
culties for the ruling leader-
ship.

HC bars automatic arrests
over social media posts

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has directed the state police
chief to issue instructions pre-
venting automatic arrests in
cases involving complaints
over social media posts and
expressions.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
instructed the Director Gener-
al and Inspector General of
Police to inform officers
about freedom of expression
and legal safeguards against
unnecessary arrests. The court
clarified that registering a
criminal case does not auto-
matically justify an arrest.

The court directed police to
follow Section 35 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) and Supreme
Court guidelines on arrests.
When legal conditions for ar-
rest are not met, police must
follow the prescribed notice
procedure.

It also said officers must
examine whether a social me-
dia post actually contains the
essential elements of the al-
leged offence. Simply repeat-
ing legal provisions in a com-
plaint is not enough to estab-
lish a crime.

The court further directed
police to check whether a
case had already been regis-
tered over the same incident.

THE RULING

A criminal case
does not by itself
justify an arrest

— Follow Section 35 of the
BNSS and SC guidelines on
arrests

— Check that a post holds the
elements of the offence

— No fresh case for the same
incident

Multiple complaints about the
same occurrence should be
handled according to legal
principles governing succes-
sive FIRs. A fresh case should
not be registered merely be-
cause another person files a
complaint, unless it concerns
a legally distinct offence.

The guidelines were issued
while quashing a case regis-
tered by Puttur Town police
over a social media repost by
Bengaluru resident Sandeep
Kumar.

He had shared content
about an alleged stalking inci-
dent involving a woman and
six men travelling in a jeep.

The court noted that around
seven cases had been regis-
tered at the same police sta-
tion over the incident under
Section 353 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Clash erupts during Bengaluru
Teachers’ Constituency election

BJP MLA Munirathna
alleged that Congress
workers attempted to

assault him

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A clash broke out between Con-
gress and BJP workers at
Ambedkar College in Bagaraba-
vi during the Bengaluru Teach-
ers’ Constituency election. BJP
MLA Munirathna alleged that
Congress workers attempted to
assault him, leading BJP work-
ers to stage a protest.
Munirathna said he had vis-
ited the venue to support
NDA candidate A.P. Ranga-
nath when the incident oc-

curred. He claimed police in-
tervened and rescued him
from the situation.

According to the MLA,
workers from both sides were
seated in separate areas. He
alleged that a former corpora-
tor was grabbed and assaulted
after arriving at the venue. He
also accused the Congress
candidate of bringing people
from outside.

Munirathna questioned the
conduct of the workers
during the election and said
former BBMP member Gov-
indaraju had gone to address
the matter. He added that he
had informed Union Minis-
ter H.D. Kumaraswamy
about the incident.

‘Closing Kannada-medium schools threatens Kannada identity’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Education expert Prof. V.P.
Niranjanaradhya has criti-
cised the closure of Kanna-
da-medium schools, saying it
threatens the language and
identity of Kannadigas. He
questioned why these schools
were shutting down and
blamed the lack of basic facil-
ities.

He was speaking at a spe-
cial lecture organised by the
Federation of Kannada Asso-
ciations of Industries and
Commerce at Kannada Sahi-
tya Parishat’s Akka Mahadevi
Hall in Bengaluru on Thurs-
day. The topic was the declin-
ing condition of Kannada-me-
dium schools and their future.

Niranjanaradhya asked why

Private unaided schools
in Karnataka

16,704

2010-1 2025-26

Figures presented at the lecture

Up 6,452: private unaided schools,
2010-11t0 2025-26

parents would send their chil-
dren to schools that lacked
basic facilities. He stressed
that the government must
take responsibility for im-
proving these institutions in-
stead of allowing them to

weaken.

Private schools rise
According to the figures pre-
sented at the event, the num-
ber of private unaided schools
in Karnataka increased from
10,252 in 2010-11 to 16,704 in
2025-26, marking an increase
of 6,452 schools. Meanwhile,
government schools continue
to face closures, raising con-
cerns about the future of edu-
cation in Kannada.

The expert questioned
whether the government had
the political will to establish,
protect and develop Kanna-
da-medium schools. He also
raised concerns about the
growing role of privatisation
in education.

Niranjanaradhya alleged
that many politicians own pri-

vate schools and earn substan-
tial income from them. He
questioned whether such lead-
ers would take meaningful
steps to protect government
Kannada-medium schools
when they have their own in-
terests in private education.

He called for greater atten-
tion to the condition of Kanna-
da-medium institutions and the
facilities available to students.

Several prominent figures
attended the programme, in-
cluding Manjula Shivananda,
L. Thimmayya, Chandrashek-
har, and writer Lokesh. The
discussion highlighted con-
cerns over declining support
for Kannada-medium educa-
tion and the need to protect
the language through accessi-
ble schooling.
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From Wilson Garden to Kadirenahalli,
overflowing heaps of festival trash and
regular garbage are choking city streets

and spilling onto roadways. Generating a
foul stench and severe filth, these recurring
piles have left frustrated residents de-
manding permanent, long-overdue cleaning
solutions from municipal authorities. Yy,

+9180730 57594

Uncleared garbage mixed with festival waste on Wilson Garden Main Road is
creating a foul stench, making the area difficult to walk through. Frustrated
residents are demanding a permanent solution to this recurring issue.
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Heaps of festival trash mixed with regular garbage have cre-
ated a massive mess on Kadirenahalli Main Road, spilling over
onto half the road and leaving the area extremely filthy.

B’luru parks fall short
on accessibility
standards

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Public green spaces across
India’s Silicon Valley are
facing intense scrutiny fol-
lowing a comprehensive new
study that exposes wide-
spread systemic barriers for
citizens with physical dis-
abilities. Conducted across
more than 120 public parks
in the metropolis by the pol-
icy think tank Pacta through
its newly launched Bengalu-
ru Parks Observatory, the
findings reveal that the city’s
recreational infrastructure
largely excludes wheelchair
users, senior citizens, and
neurodivergent individuals.
The staggering data high-
lights an urban topography
that routinely fails its most
vulnerable residents, depriv-
ing them of basic recreation-
al rights.

According to the audit,
only 34.8% of surveyed
parks feature barrier-free en-
trances capable of accom-
modating wheelchair users

Parks that pass

i

like vendor stalls or con-
struction debris, basic life
amenities are critically
scarce. The audit found that
less than 30% of parks pro-
vide public restrooms, and
of those, only 61% meet ba-
sic accessibility guidelines.
Furthermore, clean drinking
water stations are available
in a mere 10.9% of facilities,
while dedicated handwash-
ing stands exist in only 5.4%
of locations. Signage re-
mains similarly deficient;
while entrance name boards
are common, tactile maps
and visual navigation aids
are virtually non-existent,
leaving visually impaired
visitors entirely unsupport-
ed.

While over 73% of parks
feature children’s play areas,

Clear of blockages

Smooth pathways

Step-free main entry

Barrier-free entrance

Drinking water

. Handwashing stands
Pacta audit of 120+ parks

without obstruction. While
approximately 46.4% boast
step-free main entry points,
narrow turnstiles, heavy
gates, and abrupt elevation
changes effectively lock out
individuals with mobility
impairments. Personal ac-
counts underscore the emo-
tional and physical toll of
these architectural over-
sights. Longtime residents
note that navigating neigh-
borhood parks often requires
caregivers to physically lift
adolescents and adults over
gates and stairs—a grueling
routine that frequently forc-
es families to abandon pub-
lic leisure altogether.

Inside the perimeters, in-
frastructural shortcomings
continue to mount. Although
62.3% of parks maintain
pathways smooth enough for
independent wheelchair nav-
igation, and 71% remain
clear of physical blockages

7%
62.3%
46.4%
34.8%
10.9%

5.4%

accessibility advocates em-
phasize that standard equip-
ment fails to cater to chil-
dren across varying ability
levels. Past municipal at-
tempts to build inclusive
play zones—such as early
collaborations with organi-
zations like Kilikili—fum-
bled due to poor long-term
maintenance. Meanwhile,
segregated alternative mod-
els, such as specialized dis-
ability parks, have drawn
criticism from inclusion ex-
perts for isolating users rath-
er than fostering integrated
community engagement. As
civic groups and urban plan-
ners leverage the observato-
ry’s interactive data dash-
board to lobby local author-
ities, pressure is mounting
on the Greater Bengaluru
Authority to mandate uni-
versal design principles
across all municipal green

spaces.

B’luru North’s phone-in
logs 47 grievances

Bengaluru North Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar addressed 47 citizen grievances during
the city’s 57th weekly phone-in programme.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Demonstrating a firm commit-
ment to proactive municipal
governance, the Bengaluru
North City Corporation suc-
cessfully hosted its 57th
weekly Phone-In Programme
under the direct leadership of
Corporation Commissioner
Pommala Sunil Kumar. De-
signed to bridge the commu-
nication gap between urban
residents and civic administra-
tors, the two-hour interactive
session enabled citizens to
voice pressing local problems
directly to top decision-mak-
ers. During the engagement,

o ©

The weekly Email
phone-in

authorities logged a total of 47
individual civic grievances
originating from 41 distinct
citizen calls, reflecting active
public participation in munic-
ipal oversight.

A comprehensive break-
down of the grievances regis-
tered during the 57th session
highlights the persistent infra-
structure challenges faced by
northern neighborhoods. Road
maintenance and engineering
issues dominated the com-
plaints, accounting for 26
grievances, followed by solid
waste management troubles

e /
with 6 reports. Additional con-
cerns included 4 electrical de-
partment complaints, 3 e-Kha-
ta or property documentation
issues, 3 health-related griev-
ances, 2 forest and tree-trim-
ming requests, alongside sin-
gle complaints concerning
revenue matters, the traffic
engineering cell, and veteri-
nary services. Every single
grievance lodged during the
programme was instantly en-
tered into the automated “Sa-
haaya 2.0” management soft-
ware and routed to respective
departmental heads for rapid
resolution.

Cumulative statistics re-

© 0

Social media The Sahaaya 2.0
app

leased by the corporation un-
derscore the sustained impact
of these weekly sessions.
Across the first 56 editions of
the programme, an impressive
3,363 grievances had been
registered, of which 3,151
were successfully resolved,
leaving 212 pending cases.
With this session’s additions,
the active pending tally from
the phone-in series stands at
259. On a broader scale, track-
ing data across municipal
transitions reveals that be-
tween January 2023 and Au-
gust 2025 under the erstwhile

47 grievances, 57th
session

ROADS AND
ENGINEERING

SOLID WASTE

ELECTRICAL
E-KHATA

HEALTH

FOREST, TREE
TRIMMING

REVENUE, TRAFFIC,
VETERINARY (1EACH)

26
BBMP, 1,17,175 grievances
were processed with a 98%
clearance rate. Following the
restructuring under the Great-
er Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
from September 2025 through
October 2026, an additional
85,667 complaints poured in,
achieving a similarly high res-
olution metric.

Despite these high overall
clearance rates, depart-
ment-wise backlogs remain a
focal point for administrative
reform. Current system data
indicates 1,471 active pending
cases across various municipal
branches, with road engineer-
ing (724 cases), solid waste
management (284 cases), elec-
trical maintenance (183 cas-
es), and forestry (75 cases)
commanding the highest vol-
ume of delays. Commissioner
Sunil Kumar has issued strict
directives instructing depart-
mental officers to conduct rig-
orous field inspections, accel-
erate resolution timelines, and
utilize the Integrated Com-
mand and Control Centre
(ICCC) to monitor pending
files. Citizens can continue
logging issues via email, so-
cial media platforms, or the
Sahaaya 2.0 mobile applica-
tion, ensuring total transparen-
cy across North Bengaluru.

North Corporation
clarifies Medi
Agrahara FIR

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Responding to recent media
attention surrounding an on-
going police investigation, the
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration has issued an official
statement clarifying the cir-
cumstances behind FIR
No. 455/2026. Registered on
October 19 at the Yelahanka
New Town Police Station, the
police complaint names Dr.
H.K. Gangadharaiah, the Cor-
poration’s Chief Veterinary
Officer, alongside staff mem-
ber Nitesh, in connection with
the administration and animal
welfare standards at the Medi
Agrahara dog shelter. Munic-
ipal authorities firmly denied
all allegations, asserting full
commitment to transparent

Bengaluru North City
Corporation has
strongly defended its
Chief Veterinary
Officer against FIR
allegations, ensuring
full cooperation and
transparency
regarding Medi
Agrahara shelter
operations.

governance, rigorous animal
care, and total cooperation
with the ongoing legal inquiry.

Addressing the specific
charges outlined in the police
report, the Corporation de-
tailed the operational realities
of the Medi Agrahara facility,
which was established to ac-
commodate approximately
500 dogs in compliance with
Supreme Court directives and
national animal welfare
guidelines. According to for-
mal clarifications submitted
by Dr. Gangadharaiah, ani-
mals housed at the center re-
ceive thorough medical eval-
uations, including weight
checks, deworming, anti-ra-
bies vaccinations, and special-
ized veterinary treatments.

The case so far

FEB 13,2026
The complainant adopts 20
dogs from municipal care

T

® SEPT25
The corporation asks the Kolar
SPCA toinspect them
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FIR No. 455/2026 registered at
Yelahanka New Town

Contrary to claims suggesting
starvation, municipal proto-
cols mandate that dogs re-
ceive nutritious meals two to
three times daily, customized
to their body weight and
health status using ingredients
such as chicken, rice, and
fresh vegetables. Further-
more, officials clarified that a
separate allegation regarding
a dog’s death stemmed from a
rabies infection at an indepen-
dent Animal Birth Control
(ABC) center rather than the
shelter itself.

The Corporation also shed
light on the background of the
complainant, Sujay Jagadish,
who officially adopted 20
dogs from municipal care on
February 13, 2026. Municipal
records indicate that the
adopter failed to submit man-
datory periodic compliance
reports regarding the health
and living conditions of the
adopted animals. Consequent-
ly, out of genuine concern for
animal welfare, the Corpora-
tion wrote to the Kolar District
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) on
September 25, requesting an
independent site inspection
and status report. Authorities
emphasized that comprehen-
sive CCTV footage, medical
registers, and official adoption
records will be shared in full
with the investigating officers.
As the legal department eval-
uates options to provide offi-
cial assistance to the implicat-
ed personnel, the Corporation
has appealed to the public and
media to rely on verified in-
vestigative outcomes rather
than unproven allegations.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Facing intense legal scrutiny
and repeated reprimands from
both the Karnataka High
Court and the National Green
Tribunal over worsening wa-
ter quality, the Karnataka gov-
ernment has launched a com-
prehensive, scientific field
study to tackle widespread
contamination across the
Arkavathi river basin. Span-
ning four districts in Bengalu-
ru’s immediate backyard, the
vital river basin ultimately
merges into the Cauvery River
near Kanakapura—the politi-
cal home turf of Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar. Driven
by mounting ecological deg-
radation, the Cauvery Neera-
vari Nigam (CNNL) under the
Water Resources Department
is spearheading this integrated
pollution assessment and
abatement initiative to sys-
tematically identify root caus-
es and implement lasting re-
mediation frameworks.

To ensure absolute scientif-
ic rigor, the six-month initia-
tive adopts a collaborative
multi-stakeholder model,

bringing together 13 premier
engineering institutions, spe-
cialized government agencies,
technical experts, environ-
mental NGOs, academic insti-
tutions, and local grassroots
communities. CNNL has part-
nered with Bengaluru-based
tech firm NakshaTech to man-
age the advanced technical
assessment of incoming field
data. Under the program, each
of the 13 participating engi-
neering colleges has been as-
signed specific catchment
zones to investigate point and
non-point pollution sources,
analyze the exact chemical
characteristics of untreated
industrial effluents, test re-
gional water quality parame-
ters, and propose viable engi-
neering solutions. Oversight
is being provided by K. Jaya-
prakash, retired secretary and
technical adviser to Chief
Minister Shivakumar, along-
side a dedicated 16-member
expert committee aimed at
moving past piecemeal inter-
ventions.

Covering a sprawling geo-
graphic expanse of more than
4,000 square kilometers which

Jayanagarr

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Frustration reached a boiling
point on New Diagonal Road
in Jayanagar as local traders,
office-goers, and residents
staged an impromptu protest
against prolonged traffic bar-
ricades that have paralyzed
local access without any ac-
tive construction taking place.
While a portion of the thor-
oughfare has been completely
blocked off to vehicular
movement for the past 10
days, the broader stretch has
suffered from utility shifting
disruptions and underground
stormwater drain construction
for over three months.
Residents voiced strong op-
position to the preemptive
closures, pointing out the
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absurdity of barring entry
when no machinery or labor-
ers are deployed on-site. Lo-
cals said that while traffic re-
strictions and utility excava-
tion work have severely dis-
rupted daily commuting and
business access for over three
months, actual progress on the
ground has come to a com-
plete halt. Ajay Malik, a local

includes major tributaries like
the Kumudavathi, Vrishabha-
vathi, and Suvarnamukhi riv-
ers, the comprehensive project
combines high-resolution geo-
spatial mapping with rigorous
scientific water sampling
across roughly 150 strategic
locations. To streamline eval-
uation and long-term tracking,
developers are building an ar-
tificial intelligence-based
monitoring dashboard to sup-
port real-time data analysis
and executive decision-mak-
ing. According to technical
leads, the final assessment

ts protest road closure delay

resident, noted that while the
community is more than will-
ing to tolerate inconveniences
for active development, shut-
ting down streets indefinitely
harms local commerce and
forces commuters to park far
away from their workplaces.
Local businesses have report-
ed mounting losses as cus-
tomer footfall dwindles due to
the blocked access routes.
When confronted by ag-
grieved citizens, traffic police
personnel clarified that official
permission had been granted
for a three-month closure
starting the first week of Octo-
ber, acting on a formal propos-
al submitted by Bengaluru
Smart Infrastructure Limited
(B-Smile). Authorities initially
maintained that the restrictions

’r -- "\@iﬁ A

State begins assessment of Arkavathi basin

The study at aglance

DURATION COLLEGES
Sixmonths 13

BASIN SAMPLING POINTS
4,000+ sqgkm About 150
EXPERT COMMITTEE DISTRICTS

16 members Four

will directly inform the de-
ployment of localized effluent
treatment plants (ETPs) and
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs). Furthermore,
local farmers and riparian

communities are actively par-
ticipating, contributing tradi-
tional knowledge to ensure
sustainable, communi-
ty-backed pollution control
measures.

would remain in force for the
duration unless fresh direc-
tives were issued.

Following direct consulta-
tions between community rep-
resentatives and B-Smile’s

Assurances were given
that the barricaded
road sections would

remain open to public
traffic until heavy civil
works formally
commence.

executive engineer overseeing
the project, officials offered
immediate relief and context
regarding the delay. The exec-
utive engineer explained that
a sudden shortage of construc-
tion labor during the festive

season had disrupted the ini-
tial timeline. Assurances were
given that the barricaded road
sections would remain open to
public traffic until heavy civil
works formally commence.

Furthermore, the project
heads estimated that actual
white-topping operations can
be completed in less than a
week once initiated, though it
will necessitate a subsequent
21-day concrete curing period
before normal vehicular traf-
fic can safely resume. Con-
tractors have also been direct-
ed to clear cross-road inter-
sections immediately to ease
traffic flow and minimize
daily hardships for residents
and commuters navigating the
busy South Bengaluru neigh-
borhood.
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' PRIYANK KHARGE SAYS STING
PROBE NEARING COMPLETION

Z8.38-crore ganja
seized at airport

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Customs officials arrest-
ed three passengers ar-
riving from Bangkok at
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport after seiz-
ing hydroponic ganja
worth 8.38 crore in sep-
arate incidents on Octo-
ber 22. According to offi-
cials, 12.010 kg of the
substance, valued at
%4.20 crore, was seized
from the first passenger.
In the second case, 8.940
kg worth %3.13 crore was
recovered, while the third
passenger was found
carrying 3.010 kg valued
at %1.05 crore. Officials
said all three passengers
had concealed the con-
traband to evade cus-
toms checks. The arrests
were made under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.

KEA job exams from
Oct24to27

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Exami-
nation Authority (KEA)
will conduct various re-
cruitment examinations
from October 24 to 27
for posts including Land
Surveyor, Village Ad-
ministrator, Nursing Of-
ficer, Pharmacy Officer
and residential school
teachers. KEA Executive
Director H. Prasanna
said strict measures
had been introduced to
prevent irregularities
during the examina-
tions. The Kalyana Kar-
nataka cadre examina-
tions will be held on Oc-
tober 24 and 25 at 237
centres across eight
districts, including Ben-
galuru, Ballari, Bidar,
Kalaburagi, Koppal, Rai-
chur, Vijayanagara and
Yadgir. A total of 89,265
candidates are expect-
ed to appear. Examina-
tions for ESI Nursing Of-
ficer, Pharmacy Officer
and other posts will
take place on October
26 and 27 at 119 centres
across Bengaluru and
nine other districts.
Around 48,767 candi-
dates are expected to
participate. ebcasting
will be used to monitor
examination centres.
Deputy Commissioners
and Superintendents of
Police will oversee ar-
rangements at the dis-
trict level. KEA officials
also reviewed prepara-
tions through a video
conference with district
authorities to ensure
examinations are con-
ducted fairly and with-
out irregularities.

Dharmasthala
project reviews
work

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Regional
Office of Sri Kshetra
Dharmasthala Rural De-
velopment Project held
a review meeting with
district-level supervi-
sors on October 22 at
the district office audi-
torium in Chikka-
ballapur. Speaking at
the meeting, Regional
Director Sheenappa M.
reviewed field-level ac-
tivities, ongoing welfare
schemes and the func-
tioning of local Sang-
has. He urged officials
to work effectively at
the field level, assess
their achievements over
the past six months and
prepare plans for the re-
maining half of the year.
He stressed the need
for coordination among
officials to achieve an-
nual targets. District Di-
rector Chidananda K.
and other officials at-
tended the meeting.
Around 60 people, in-
cluding project officers,
field project officers and
supervisory staff, partic-
ipated.

Kharge said the CM tasked him to oversee the transparent
probe, deeming a Special Investigation Team unnecessary

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge has said the
investigation into the sting
operation case is expected to
conclude within a week.

He acknowledged that the
controversy had damaged the
government’s image and said
the facts would be brought
out soon.

Speaking to the media on
Friday, Kharge said several
people had been questioned
and their statements recorded.
He added that evidence col-
lected during the investigation
had been sent to the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) for
examination.

Kharge said the Chief Min-
ister had entrusted him with
the responsibility of oversee-
ing the matter. He noted that
the Chief Minister had stated

that a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) was not neces-
sary, adding that the investi-
gation was proceeding trans-
parently.

The Home Minister said the
inquiry would establish who
conducted the sting operation,
the reasons behind it, who
supported it and who upload-
ed the video. He maintained

Probe updates

— Investigation into sting
operation concluding soon

— Government suffered
damage from sting
controversy

— No Congress MLA or MP
involved, says Kharge

— FSL analysing evidence from
the case

— Evidence holds more weight
than allegations

that the controversy appeared
to have political motives and
was intended to damage the
reputations of Siddaramaiah
and D.K. Shivakumar.
Kharge also denied that any
Congress MLA or MP was
involved in the case. He al-
leged that some individuals
seeking political positions
might have been behind the

operation, though the investi-
gation is yet to establish re-
sponsibility.

Several journalists and oth-
er individuals have been sum-
moned for questioning.
Kharge said the questioning
had been recorded on video
and that investigators were
examining the available evi-
dence.

Reacting to allegations
made by Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy, Kharge said
evidence gathered by investi-
gators was more important
than political accusations. He
urged those who had received
notices to cooperate with the
inquiry and questioned why
some had not appeared for
questioning.

Kharge said the investiga-
tion would clarify the circum-
stances surrounding the case
and help establish the facts.

Solidarity Youth Movement urges
minister to fix Anna Seva app. issues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Solidarity Youth Move-
ment has urged Food and Civ-
il Supplies Minister Rizwan
Arshad to resolve technical
problems in the department’s
Anna Seva app, which is used

People who changed
their numbers still get
OTPs on their old,
inactive phones

for the electronic Know Your
Customer (e-KYC) process.

A delegation from the Soli-
darity Youth Movement (Kar-
nataka) met the minister in
Bengaluru on Friday and sub-
mitted a memorandum high-
lighting difficulties faced by
the public while using the ap-
plication.

The memorandum stated
that the app currently does

not provide an option to up-
date mobile phone numbers.
As a result, people who
have changed their numbers
continue to receive one-
time passwords (OTPs) on
their old, inactive numbers,
making it difficult for them
to complete the e-KYC pro-
cess.

The organisation request-
ed the minister to direct the
concerned officials to intro-
duce a facility allowing us-
ers to update their mobile
numbers and complete the
verification process without
unnecessary difficulties.

The delegation also raised
concerns about the depart-
ment’s helpline for reporting
technical problems with the
app. According to the memo-
randum, calls to the helpline
often go unanswered, leaving
users without proper assis-
tance.

The organisation urged the
minister to ensure that the
helpline functions effectively
and that officials respond
promptly to complaints from
the public.

Responding to the memo-
randum, Rizwan Arshad as-
sured the delegation that the
issues would be brought to
the attention of the concerned
officials and steps would be
taken to resolve them.

Mohammed Ismail Theer-

thahalli, general secretary of
the Solidarity Youth Move-
ment (Karnataka), and Suhel
Ahmed, secretary of the or-
ganisation’s Bengaluru City
unit, were present during the
meeting.

The group said addressing
these technical problems
would help people complete
e-KYC procedures more
easily and improve access
to the department’s digital
services.

Kristu Jayanti College celebrates literary fest ‘Delphia 26’

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

The Department of English,
School of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences at Kristu Jayanti
University, in association with
the Erudite Club, organized its
annual intra-departmental lit-
erary festival, Delphia "26, on
October 23, 2026.
Inaugurated by Campus
Administrator Fr. Jibin Joy,
the fest unfolded under the
theme “Per Aspera Ad Astra:
Through Hardships to the
Stars.” Aimed at celebrating

perseverance and personal
growth, the event provided
students an engaging platform
to extend learning beyond

classrooms.

The festival featured 15
competitive events across on-
stage and off-stage categories,

including creative writing,
poetry, haiku, essay writing,
improvisation, and character-
ization. Highlights included,
The Unbound Quill, for orig-
inal short fiction and The
Threefold Ascent for haiku
composition. A key attraction
was a live theatrical perfor-
mance featuring classic fic-
tional characters helping
Matilda rediscover herself.
Organized by students, Del-
phia 26 successfully trans-
formed literature into a vi-
brant, lived experience.

Minister announces preparations
complete for Hasanamba temple

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Minister K.M. Shivalinge
Gowda has announced that
preparations are complete for
devotees visiting Goddess
Hasanamba temple in Hassan.
The temple sanctum will open
on October 29, and devotees
can have darshan until No-
vember 11.

The temple is known for
opening its doors only once a
year. According to local be-
lief, the lamps lit when the
sanctum closes remain burn-
ing until the doors reopen the
following year.

More than 25 lakh devotees
visited the temple last year,
and officials expect a large
turnout this time as well.

The minister said arrange-
ments had been made for dar-
shan from morning until 10
pm. Cultural programmes will
also be organised along the
lines of Dasara celebrations.
Separate arrangements will be
available for VIP visitors,
who will be allowed two
hours of darshan daily.

Shivalinge Gowda assured
devotees that steps would be
taken to ensure smooth ar-
rangements and prevent in-
convenience to the public.
However, official clarifica-
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tion regarding the proposed
%1,000 ticket price is still
awaited.

Commenting on the report-
ed disturbances during Mysu-
ru Dasara, the minister said he
was unaware of the specific
incidents. He added that de-
taining a minister was wrong
and said arrangements would
be made to prevent similar in-
cidents during the Hasanamba
festival.

The temple is expected to
welcome thousands of devo-
tees during the annual opening
period, with authorities pre-
paring to manage the crowds
and provide convenient access
to darshan.

FINAL ROLL COUNTDOWN

Parameshwara warns of
strict action against
dangerous manja

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister G.
Parameshwara has warned of
strict legal action against
those using dangerous kite
strings, following the death of
a woman in Hubballi whose
neck was reportedly slit by
manja while she was riding a
scooter.

Expressing shock over the
incident, Parameshwara said
the continued use and illegal
sale of hazardous manja posed
a serious threat to public safe-
ty. He warned that failure to
stop the practice could lead to
more deaths.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the Karnataka govern-
ment was committed to en-
forcing the existing ban on
dangerous kite strings. He
added that urgent discussions
would be held with Cabinet
ministers and senior officials
from the concerned depart-
ments to strengthen enforce-
ment.

Parameshwara said the gov-
ernment would ensure that
existing legal provisions were
implemented strictly. He also
indicated that rules could be
tightened further, if necessary,
to ensure severe punishment
for those violating the law.

He stressed that innocent
people should not lose their
lives because of the careless
actions of others. According

to him, using razor-sharp
manja despite repeated fatal
incidents was not merely neg-
ligence but a serious offence
with legal consequences.

The minister also highlight-
ed the social responsibility
involved in preventing such
tragedies. He said kite flying
should remain a recreational
activity and should not be-
come a dangerous competi-
tion or a form of gambling
that threatens people’s lives.

Parameshwara warned that
anyone who endangered oth-
ers through the use of hazard-
ous kite strings would face
strict legal action.

He emphasised that no form
of entertainment was more
valuable than human life. Pro-
tecting citizens from prevent-
able accidents, he said, was
both the government’s re-
sponsibility and a shared duty
of society.

The government remains
determined to curb the use of
dangerous manja and prevent
further loss of life, he added.

BJP MP Karjol accuses Congress
govt of practising untouchability

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BJP MP Govind Karjol has
accused the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka of allowing
untouchability to continue, cit-
ing the alleged insult of three
ministers during the Mysuru
Dasara celebrations.

Speaking to reporters at the
BJP state office, Jagannath
Bhavan, Karjol referred to
ministers Shivaraj Tangadagi,
Narendraswamy and Basavan-
thappa, who were reportedly
prevented from participating in
the Dasara worship ceremony.

Karjol alleged that the inci-
dent was not merely a breach
of protocol but reflected the
practice of untouchability. He
claimed that the ministers
were denied entry on the
grounds that their presence
would affect the sanctity of the
place of worship.

He questioned the Congress
leadership, including Rahul
Gandhi, Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge, asking whether the
party considered itself secular
despite the incident.

Karjol also criticised the
Congress for accusing the BJP

Not merely a breach of
protocol but the practice
of untouchability,
Karjol alleged

of following Manuvadi ideol-
ogy. He alleged that the Con-
gress had amended the Consti-
tution for its own interests
rather than for the welfare of
the public and Dalits.

The BJP MP further accused
the Congress of disrespecting
Dalit leaders, including B.R.
Ambedkar and Babu Jagjivan
Ram. He said the alleged treat-
ment of the ministers during
Dasara deserved condemna-
tion. Karjol argued that pre-
venting a minister from attend-
ing an official religious cere-
mony could not have been the
decision of a police officer
alone. He held the state gov-
ernment responsible for the
incident and questioned its
handling of the matter.

The controversy over the
ministers’ alleged exclusion
from the Mysuru Dasara ritual
has triggered a political ex-
change between the BJP and
Congress, with questions be-
ing raised over protocol, dis-
crimination and the treatment
of Dalit leaders.

Karnataka final electoral roll scheduled for Oct 27

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Karnataka has reached its fi-
nal stage, with the final voter
list scheduled for publication
on October 27, according to
the office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO), Karnata-
ka.

The deadline for filing ob-
jections ended on October 22.
Officials said the process of
issuing and distributing veri-
fication notices and conduct-
ing inquiries has been com-
pleted across the state.

According to the CEO’s of-
fice, more than 43 lakh notic-
es were issued to voters for
verification. The inquiry pro-
cess for the notices distributed
has also been completed, and
no cases remain pending in
this regard across Karnataka.

Between June 16 and Octo-
ber 22, authorities received a
total of 25,87,461 applica-
tions under different catego-
ries related to electoral roll
updates.

Of these, 10,42,863 applica-

tions were submitted through
Form 6 to include names in
the voter list. Another 4,840
Form 6A applications were
received from Indian citizens
living abroad who sought vot-
er registration.

A total of 2,28,917 Form 7
applications were submitted
to object to the inclusion of
names or request the removal

of names from the electoral
roll. Meanwhile, 13,10,841
Form 8 applications were re-
ceived for correcting details
such as names and addresses.

The CEO’s office also stat-
ed that all Form 7 applica-
tions received up to Septem-
ber 23 had been processed on
priority. The applications
were examined, and appropri-

43 lakh+

verification notices issued

25,87,461

applications, June 16-Oct 22

Oct 27

final roll to be published

Roll applications, June
16-Oct 22

Form 8: corrections

13,10,841

Form 6: new voters
10,42,863

2,28,917
Form 6A: abroad
4,840

Figures: CEO, Karnataka

ate action was taken follow-
ing verification.

The notice distribution and
inquiry process has been com-
pleted in all districts, includ-
ing Bengaluru Urban, Benga-
luru North, Bengaluru Central
and Bengaluru South. Areas
under the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) have also
completed the process.

With these stages complet-
ed, the CEO’s office is pre-
paring to publish the final
electoral roll on October 27.

The revision exercise aims
to update voter records by in-
cluding eligible voters, cor-
recting errors and examining
objections. Voters are advised
to check the final list after
publication to ensure their de-
tails are accurate and their
names are included.
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Hassan officials seize
19 quintals of PDS rice

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Food Department offi-
cials seized 19 quintals of
Public Distribution
System (PDS) rice and
2.5 quintals of ragi during a
raid on 80 Feet Road in
Hassan city on Friday.
Officials recovered 14 quin-
tals of rice and two quintals
of ragi stored in a rented
house, while five quintals of
rice and 50 kg of ragi were
found in an Ape auto-rick-
shaw. The operation was
led by Deputy Director
Vasanthakumari, along
with food inspectors. A
case has been registered
at Pension Mohalla Police
Station. Police will inves-
tigate the alleged diver-
sion of subsidised food
grains for black-market
sale.

Chitradurga to host
mega Agniveer
recruitment rally

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

A mega Agniveer recruit-
ment rally will be held at
Onake Obavva Stadium
in Chitradurga from
October 31 to November
3, organised by the
Bengaluru Army
Recruitment Office with
the district administra-
tion. A total of 957 candi-
dates who qualified in the
online Common Entrance
Examination will partici-
pate in the recruitment
process for General Duty,
Technical and Tradesman
categories. The district
administration has
arranged medical facili-
ties, drinking water, food
and accommodation.
Candidates must carry
their admit cards, certifi-
cates, Aadhaar cards and
photographs. Officials
have urged candidates to
avoid touts and follow
information published on
the official Army recruit-
ment website, joinindi-
anarmy.nic.in.

Ramanagara
athletics trials
scheduled for Oct 27

CH NEWS,
RAMANAGARA

Selection trials for the
20th National Inter-
District Junior Athletics
Meet (NIDJAM) 2026 will
be held at the District
Stadium in Ramanagara
on October 27. The
national meet is sched-
uled in Hyderabad from
November 14 to 17. Boys
and girls in the Under-14
and Under-16 categories
are eligible to participate.
Under-14 athletes must
have been born between
November 17,2012, and
November 16, 2014, while
Under-16 participants
must have birth dates
between November 17,
2010, and November 16,
2012. Athletes must
report by 9.30 am

‘37 candidates plan legal action
over TUMUL recruitment

The recruitment drive filled various roles, including First Division
Assistant, System Manager, and General Manager positions.

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Allegations of irregularities in
the recruitment of 97 posts at
the Tumakuru Cooperative
Milk Producers’ Societies
Union Limited (TUMUL)
during 2016—17 have resur-
faced, with 37 candidates re-
portedly preparing to take le-
gal action and demand an in-
vestigation into the selection
process.

The development follows
the reported legal victory of
Venugopal, who challenged
his non-selection for the post
of Assistant System Manager.
Other candidates who claim
they were denied appoint-
ments despite meeting eligi-
bility requirements are now
considering similar legal rem-
edies.

The recruitment drive cov-
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The Tumakuru Cooperative Milk Producers’ Societies Union (TUMUL) signboard

ered several positions, includ-
ing First Division Assistant,
System Manager and General
Manager. Candidates have al-
leged that examination re-
cords were manipulated and
that some appointments were
secured through payments
ranging from Rs. 25 lakh to
Rs. 50 lakh.

According to the candi-
dates, Venugopal scored 102
marks in the written examina-
tion, while Madhusudhan,
who was reportedly selected
for the Assistant System Man-
ager post, scored 77 marks.
Venugopal challenged the se-
lection and pursued legal pro-

ceedings for nearly nine
years.

The candidates claim that
the Karnataka High Court
ruled in Venugopal’s favour
and that the Supreme Court
subsequently upheld the out-
come. They further state that
Madhusudhan lost the posi-
tion and Venugopal was ap-
pointed.

The 37 candidates have
raised concerns over alleged
manipulation of Optical Mark
Recognition (OMR) answer
sheets, the communication of
answers to certain candidates
during examinations and ap-
pointments allegedly made in

The allegations at
aglance

B Posts: First Division
Assistant, System Manager,
General Manager, Assistant
System Manager

m Claims: exam records and
OMR sheets manipulated

B Bribery claims: Rs. 25 lakh
to Rs. 50 lakh for
appointments

B Marks: Venugopal 102;
Madhusudhan, who was
selected, 77

B Demand: a full probe into
the 2016-17 recruitment

exchange for money.

They are seeking a compre-
hensive investigation into the
2016—17 recruitment process
to determine whether irregu-
larities affected the selection
results.

Ch1kkaballapura records 74.76% turnout in graduates’ poll

0ff|t|als at a meetlng onthe graduates constituency election in Chikkaballapura

CHNEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

The Karnataka South-East
Graduates’ Constituency Leg-
islative Council election con-
cluded peacefully in Chikka-
ballapura district on Friday,
recording a voter turnout of
74.76 per cent.

Of the 26,262 registered
voters in the district, 19,633
cast their votes by 4 pm. The
electorate comprised 14,984
men and 11,278 women. A

total of 11,401 men and 8,232
women exercised their fran-
chise.

Deputy Commissioner G.
Prabhu visited the polling sta-
tion at the Chikkaballapura
Taluk Office and inspected
the arrangements. He re-
viewed the facilities provided
for voters and gathered infor-
mation from officials and
staff deployed for election
duty.

A total of 36 polling sta-

Turnout by taluk

Manchenahalli

89.83%

79.72%

78.23%

7N.34%

63.52%

District turnout: 74.76%

tions were established across
the district to facilitate voting.

Among the taluks, Man-
chenahalli recorded the high-
est turnout at 89.83 per cent,

followed by Gudibande at
79.72 per cent and Shid-
laghatta at 78.23 per cent.

Gauribidanur recorded a
turnout of 75.02 per cent,
while Chintamani registered
75.61 per cent. Bagepalli re-
corded 71.82 per cent and
Chikkaballapura taluk regis-
tered 71.34 per cent.

Chelur recorded the lowest
turnout in the district at
63.52 per cent.

The polling process re-
mained peaceful, with offi-
cials monitoring arrangements
and ensuring the smooth con-
duct of voting.

Zilla Panchayat Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Dr. Y. Naveen
Bhat, Superintendent of Po-
lice Padmini Sahoo, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner Dr.
N. Bhaskar and Tahsildar
Rashmi were among the offi-
cials present during the in-
spection.

Lakshmeshwar residents
cheated of lakhs

in loan scam
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The loced office of the firmin Laksh-
meshwar

MALINGARAYA PUJAR,
LAKSHMESHWAR

Several people have allegedly
lost lakhs of rupees in Laksh-
meshwar after a private firm
reportedly collected money
by promising loans and subsi-
dies under the Central Gov-
ernment’s Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Pro-
gramme (PMEGP).

The firm, operating under
the name Shri Lakshmi Enter-
prises near Pampa Circle, al-
legedly attracted applicants
who wanted to start small
businesses and become
self-employed. Through ad-
vertisements and pamphlets,
the organisation claimed to
help people access govern-
ment loan schemes.

According to the victims,
the firm collected advance
payments ranging from Rs.
20,000 to Rs. 30,000 from
each applicant, promising to
facilitate loan approvals.
Many people, particularly
those from rural areas, report-
edly trusted the firm after re-
ceiving two or three cheques
as security for their payments.

Organiser missing

However, the person who al-
legedly collected the money
has reportedly been missing
for about a month. The office

The firm collected Rs.
20,000 toRs. 30,000
from each applicant,
the victims say
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has remained locked, leaving
applicants unable to contact
the organisers or recover their
money. Victims have also
claimed that the bank ac-
counts linked to the operation
were closed.

Several affected people, in-
cluding Chandru Nayak,
Sunita Ganesh Lamani and
Venkatesh Karbari, have ex-
pressed concern over their
losses. They said they had ap-
proached the police and urged
officials to investigate the
case, trace the person respon-
sible and help them recover
their money.

The incident has raised con-
cerns about fraudulent prom-
ises of government assistance
targeting people seeking fi-
nancial support for self-em-
ployment.

A word of caution

The public is reminded that
applications through the gov-
ernment’s PMEGP portal are
free. Applicants should verify
scheme details through offi-
cial channels and avoid pay-
ing private individuals or
agencies claiming to guaran-
tee government loans or sub-
sidies.

People who suspect such
fraud have been urged to in-
form the police promptly.
Further investigation is need-
ed to establish the full extent
of the alleged fraud and iden-
tify those responsible.

‘Equal opportunities key to women’s
holistic development’

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Women must be provided
equal opportunities to achieve
self-reliance and contribute to
society’s overall development,
said N. Chaluvarayaswamy,
Minister for Major and Medi-
um Irrigation and Mandya dis-
trict in-charge, on Friday.

He was speaking after view-
ing the tableau titled Asmithe:
Stree Shaktiya Anavarana
(Identity: Unveiling Women’s
Power), presented by the Man-
dya Zilla Panchayat during the
Mysuru Dasara procession. The
tableau recently won a
state-level award.

He said women, including
those without formal education,
were achieving financial inde-
pendence through activities
such as agriculture and dairy
farming. With proper encour-
agement and opportunities,
women could demonstrate their
abilities and contribute signifi-
cantly to society, he added.

VILLAGE FESTIVAL PROCESSION

The minister also encour-
aged students to participate in
drawing, quiz and other com-
petitions to develop their cre-
ativity, knowledge and compet-
itive spirit. He urged women
and young people to make ef-
fective use of available oppor-
tunities to achieve personal
success and support the devel-
opment of society.

Mandya MLA P. Ravikumar
said the tableau presented by
the district administration and
Zilla Panchayat during the
Mysuru Dasara procession had
received widespread apprecia-
tion. He described the
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Women had limited
opportunities in the
past, but today they
were making progress
in education, science,
politics and other fields

state-level award as a matter of
pride for the district and com-
mended Zilla Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer K.R. Nand-
ini for her contribution to its
success.Ravikumar announced
that essay and quiz competi-
tions would be organised to
familiarise students with the
tableau and its message.

The Mandya Z|lla Panchayat S award-wmnlng Dasara tableau Asmlthe

'RELEASE KARNATAKA CROP
INSURANCE SHARE URGENTLY’

HUBBALLI

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
has urged the Karnataka Chief
Minister to immediately re-
lease the State’s pending
share of crop insurance pre-
mium subsidy highlighting
the plight of farmers facing
severe drought and natural
calamities.

In an official letter, Joshi
called for urgent interven-
tion to clear the file pending
with the Finance Depart-
ment and release 31,680
crore without further delay.

The Union Minister noted
that the Central Government
has already transferred

%1,342 crore during July and
August 2026 for the Kharif
season, covering nearly 80
percent of its total commit-
ment. The remaining bal-
ance will be disbursed once
farmer registration data is
finalized and demands from
insurance firms are submit-
ted.

Expressing concern over
administrative lag, Joshi
emphasized that distressed
farmers should not suffer
due to delays in releasing
matching state funds.

He urged swift executive
action to provide immediate
financial relief to the agri-
cultural
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Grand procession of deities marks Dasara

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A grand procession of the pro-
cessional deities of Sri Tan-
daveshwara Swamy and Sri
Keshava Narayana Swamy
was held in Holalu village of
Mandya taluk as part of the
Navaratri (Dasara) celebra-
tions.

The idols of both deities
were beautifully decorated
with colourful flowers for the
occasion. Priests from the re-
spective temples performed
special pujas before the pro-
cessional deities were taken
through the main streets of the
village.

Women and children from
households across Holalu wel-
comed the deities by perform-
ing aarati and offering special
prayers. Devotees gathered
along the procession route to
participate in the religious cel-

The processional deities taken through Holalu village in Mandya taluk

ebrations and seek the bless-
ings of the deities.

The village wore a festive
look, with the main streets
decorated with large cut-outs
of various deities and illumi-
nated with colourful electric
lights. The decorations and
lighting created a vibrant at-
mosphere throughout the pro-
cession.

Village leaders, elders and
youth joined hands to organise
the event and ensure its smooth
conduct. People from different
parts of the village participated
enthusiastically, reflecting the

Vibrant Dasara
procession in Holalu

Holalu celebrated Dasara
with vibrant processions,
illuminated streets, and
special prayers. Residents,
community leaders, and
youth united to organise
the festivities, welcoming
deities with aarati and
reflecting local devotion,
faith, and community spirit.

community’s devotion and
unity.
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|, ASIF ALl MEHEBOOB
ALl S/o Meheboob Alj,
resident of 45, Devasandra
Layout, Hanuman Temple
Street, Rmv Extn 2nd Stage,
Bengaluru — 560094, have
changed my name to ASIF
ALl, Vide Affidavit Dated:
23.10.2026 before notary
MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

CHANGE OF NAME

|, ANATAMATI NANDAGAON
alias ANANTMATI alias
NANDAGAVI ANANTAMATI
DHANPAL D/o MALLAPPA
KALLAPPA KAMAGOUDAR,
W/oDHANAPAL, R/o
Khavatkoppa, Athani, Belgaum,
Karnataka-591220, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
ANATAMATI NANDAGAON.
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CHANGE OF NAME

I, RASHIKA RADHAKRISHNA
SHETTY (old name), a resident of
No G 402, AADARSH RHYTHM,
OFF B G ROAD, SAHYADRI
LAYOUT, PANDURAGA NAGARA,
BENGALURU - 560076,
KARNATAKA, INDIA, have
changed my name to RASHIKA
SHETTY (NEW Name) vide affidavit
dated 23-10-2026, sworn
advocate and notary Mohammed
HussainK.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEURAL SPORTS LLP
LLPIN: ACK-7185
Registered Office: No. 235, 2nd Floor,
13th Cross Road, Indira Nagar
2nd Stage, Hoysala Nagar,
Bengaluru - 560038
Notice is hereby given that pursuant
to Section 13 of the Limited Liability
Partnership Act, 2008 read with Rule 17
of the LLP Rules, 2009, the Partners of
NEURAL SPORTS LLP at their meeting held
on 17-10-2026 have resolved to shift the
Registered Office of the LLP from the State
of Karnataka to the State of Tamil Nadu.
The Registered Office shall be shifted from:
No. 235, 2nd floor, 13th Cross Road,
Indira Nagar, 2nd Stage, Hoysala Nagar,
Bengaluru - 560038

T0
715-A, Tth Floor, Spencer Plaza,
Suite No.1649, Mount Road, Anna Salai,
Chennai - 600 002
Any person whose interest is likely to be
affected by the proposed change may
intimate their objection, if any, within 21
days from the date of publication of this
notice, to the LLP at its registered office
address mentioned above.

For and on behalf of

NEURAL SPORTS LLP

Sd/- [Gyanchand Jain]

Designated Partner - DIN/DPIN: 03496958

Date: 17-10-2026 Place: Bengaluru

_DOCUMENTLOST |

This is to inform to General public that my
client Smt, Rathnamma w/o Ramakrish-
negowda, Residing at Katthibeesanahlli
Village, Kolatthur ~ Gramapanchayath,
Yeldur Hobali, Srinivasapura Taluk, Kolar
District, I am the Owner of the Below
said Property,while Hakkupatha Deed
with Hakkupathra for taken Xerox
copy ,have lost following Documents of
property pertating to below Mentioned
property Situated at Katthibeesanahl-
li Village, Kolatthur Gramapanchayath,
Yeldur Hobali, Srinivasapura Taluk, Ko-
lar District, had published the factum of
lost of his  Original Regd Hakkupthra
Deed, Dated;-02-05-2025, Regd Hakk-
upathra Deed with Hakkupathra , issued
by Thashildar Srinivasapura,In Favour
of SmtRathnamma W/o S Ramakrish-
nagowda,In regd as Book No.1,Volume
No.SVP-1-00351-2025-26,In regd before
of the SRO Srinivasapura, in Respect of
Syno.122, in Measuring 792 Square Feets.,
police complaint have been filed with re-
gards to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
no.2486579/2026,  DATED;-17-10-2026,
and complaint dated;-17-10-2026,
by respective person,if anybody finds
these Document please inform with-
in 7 Days in Below mentioned Address.

Place-Chinthamani
Date-17-10-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANL
MOBILE NO:9980110692

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042
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Uttara Kannadarecords 76.52%

Bhagamandala
temple to hold
mass puja

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

A mass Sa-
tyanarayana Puja
will be held at Sri
Bhagandeshwara
Temple in Bhaga-

mandala on Oct 26,
starting at 4 pm.
Temple manage-
ment committee
president Prathyu

B.N. has appealed to

devotees to partic-
ipate in the special
religious programme
and help make the
event successful.
The puja will be or-
ganised on the tem-
ple premises, and
devotees have been
invited to attend and
seek the blessings of
Lord Satyanarayana.

Chikkaballapura
Youth Festival
set forNov3

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

The district-level Youth
Festival for 2026-27
will be held on No-
vember 3 at10.30 am
at the indoor Kabaddi
arena of Sir M.V. District
Stadium. Organised
by the Department of
Youth Empowerment
and Sports, the festival
will feature folk dance,
folk singing, painting,
street plays and poetry
writing.

The poetry compe-
tition will focus on
“Drug-Free Youth.” Res-
idents aged 15 to 29
can participate by sub-
mitting Aadhaar and
age proof. Film songs
are prohibited, and par-
ticipants must arrange
their own costumes
and equipment. Lunch
and refreshments will
be provided.

turnout in West Graduates’ poll

Voters arrived early to cast their ballots, forming queues
at polling stations to beat the rising daytime heat.

Voters queue to cast their ballots in the West Graduates’ Con

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Polling for the Karnataka
West Graduates’ Constituency
of the Karnataka Legislative
Council concluded peacefully
across Uttara Kannada district
on Friday, recording a voter
turnout of 76.52%. No untow-
ard incidents were reported
during the polling held from 8
am to 4 pm.

Voters began arriving at
polling stations early in the
morning, with many standing
in queues to cast their ballots
before the temperature rose.
The polling process continued
in an orderly manner through-

out the day.

At St. Michael’s School
polling station in Karwar,
Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmipriya, Zilla Pancha-
yat Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Dileesh Shashi, Superin-
tendent of Police Deepan
M.N., Additional Deputy
Commissioner Sajid Mulla,
Additional Superintendent of
Police Krishnamurthy and
Tahsildar Nishchal Noronha
joined the queue and exer-
cised their franchise.

The district recorded a turn-
out of 10.82% by 10 am. By
noon, polling had increased to
29.65%, with 2,485 men and

stituency poll in Uttara Kannada district on Friday

2,271 women casting their
votes. Long queues were wit-
nessed at polling stations in
Ankola and Kumta, reflecting
steady participation by gradu-
ates.

By 2 pm, the turnout had
reached 52.09%, with 4,310
men and 4,045 women having
voted.

Of the total 16,039 regis-
tered voters in the district,
12,273 exercised their fran-
chise. These included 6,352
men and 5,921 women.

The Haliyal Tahsildar’s of-
fice polling station recorded
the highest turnout at 87.43%.
The lowest turnout of 63.64%

Turnout through the day
Share of 16,039 registered voters

76.52%

10am Noon 2pm Final

Polling figures, Uttara Kannada district

was reported at KHEP High
School in Ambika Nagar,
Dandeli.

Webcasting facilities were
established at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office to
monitor polling activities
across the district. Wheel-
chairs were provided at poll-
ing stations to assist voters
with disabilities. Drinking wa-
ter facilities and medical per-
sonnel were also arranged to
ensure voter convenience and
provide emergency assistance.

Officials said polling was
completed peacefully, with
arrangements in place to facil-
itate smooth voting at all sta-
tions.

Puttur MLA vows to protect temple land

CH NEWS, PUTTUR

Puttur MLA Ashok Rai has
vowed to reclaim land be-
longing to the Sri Mahalin-
geshwara Temple, estimated
to be worth 30 crore to 340
crore, and said it would not be
allowed to pass into private
hands under any circumstanc-
es.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Puttur on Friday, Rai
said the temple land was pub-
lic property and that all neces-
sary steps would be taken to
protect it.

Rai also announced that the
14th edition of the ‘Ashok
Janamana’ programme, organ-
ised by the Rai Estates Educa-
tional and Charitable Trust for
Deepavali, had been post-
poned from November 8§ to
November 22 due to continu-
ous rain and unfavourable

weather. The event will now
be held during the Tulsi festi-
val, and efforts are being
made to invite the Chief Min-
ister.

The programme is being
organised at an estimated cost
of %4 crore. The organisers
aim to distribute gifts to
around one lakh people, in-
cluding utensils, glasses, bath
towels, sarees and bedsheets.
Distribution will begin at 9.30
am, and no identity card or
regional restriction will apply.
Lunch will be arranged for
30,000 people, while one lakh
dosas will be distributed in
the evening.

Regarding the proposed
medical college in Puttur, Rai
said construction of a 300-bed
hospital was progressing and
the tender process for the col-
lege building had begun. He
expressed the intention to lay

330-40crore
estimated worth of the Sri

Mahalingeshwara Temple
land

the foundation stone before
the next panchayat elections.

Responding to allegations
concerning the renovation of
Sri Mahalingeshwara Temple,
Rai denied any misuse of

temple funds and said devel-
opment work would not be
stopped by politically moti-
vated complaints. He said of-
ficials had found no irregular-
ities during an inquiry, ac-
cording to the information
available to him.

Rai added that the proposed
road near the temple would
require around 25 to 30 cents
of land and would be built for
the temple’s benefit, not trans-
ferred to any private organisa-
tion. He said delays in road
and lake development works
were linked to pending drain-
age-related procedures and
repeated tendering, rather
than pressure from any indi-
vidual.

Trust members Sudesh
Shetty, Nihal P. Shetty,
Durgaprasad Rai and Jay-
aprakash Badinaru were pres-
ent at the press conference.

Udupi DC reviews
industry, jobs

CH NEWS, UDUPI

The Udupi district administra-
tion has reviewed industrial
development, infrastructure
facilities and employment op-
portunities in the district, with
Deputy Commissioner T.K.
Swaroopa stressing the need
to speed up pending projects
and provide essential facilities
to industries.

The meeting was held at the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice in Rajatadri, Manipal,
under the chairmanship of the
Deputy Commissioner. Offi-
cials discussed the progress of
industrial projects, land acqui-
sition, infrastructure develop-
ment and measures to encour-
age entrepreneurs to establish
new units in the district.

Proposals have been identi-
fied for establishing industrial
units at several locations.
However, progress in some
proposed locations remains
limited, prompting officials to
call for faster implementation.

The administration also dis-
cussed the allocation of land
to industries and the need to
complete pending procedures
without unnecessary delays.

The meeting highlighted the
importance of improving ba-
sic infrastructure and provid-
ing suitable facilities to sup-
port industrial growth. Offi-
cials were asked to coordinate
with the relevant departments
to resolve issues affecting
project implementation and
create a more supportive en-
vironment for entrepreneurs.

The district administration
also reviewed employment
opportunities in existing in-
dustrial units. Officials dis-
cussed filling vacant posts
and ensuring that suitable
candidates receive opportuni-
ties to work in local indus-
tries. Vacancies in technical
and other categories, includ-
ing fitter and electrician posi-
tions, were also discussed.

The meeting emphasised
the need to strengthen skill

The review meeting at the Deputy Commissi
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ioner’s office in Rajatadri, Manipal

Officials reviewed
industrial project
progress, land
acquisition,
infrastructure growth,
and incentives for new
entrepreneursin the
district.

Udupi
administration
boosts industrial
growth

Udupi district officials
reviewed industrial land
allocation, infrastructure
development and local

employment
opportunities. The
meeting emphasised
streamlining projects,
strengthening vocational
training for youth and
resolving technical
vacancies to attract
investment and foster
regional economic growth.

development and vocational
training so that local youth
can meet the requirements of
industries. Better coordination
between training institutions
and industrial establishments
was identified as an important
step towards improving em-
ployment prospects.

Officials from the Indus-
tries Department, representa-
tives of industrial associations
and other district-level offi-
cers attended the meeting.
They discussed measures to
address infrastructure gaps,
accelerate industrial projects
and improve coordination
among departments.

The administration stressed
that timely action on pending
issues would help attract in-
vestment, strengthen industri-
al activity and generate more
employment opportunities for
people in Udupi district.

Protesters demand immediate construction
of Rani Chennamma Natya Mandira

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Activists have demanded the
immediate commencement of
construction work on the his-
toric Rani Chennamma Natya
Mandira located opposite the
central bus stand in Vijayapu-
ra.
They criticised the delay in
rebuilding the century-old
cultural venue after its old
structure was demolished for
renovation.

The demand was raised
during a protest organised by
the Rani Chennamma Natya
Mandira Horata Samiti in
front of the Vijayapura City
Corporation Commissioner’s
office.

Social activist Suresh Bira-
dar urged the district adminis-
tration and City Corporation
officials to take immediate
steps to begin construction.
He said the delay in rebuild-
ing the historic auditorium
was disappointing and called
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Members of the Rani Chennamma Natya Mandira Horata Samiti at the City Corpora-

tion Commissioner’s office in Vijayapura

for urgent action to restore the
venue for cultural activities.

Activists Layappa Ingale
and Vinod Kheda also ad-
dressed the gathering. They
said the action committee had
been campaigning for the
preservation and reconstruc-
tion of the Rani Chennamma
Natya Mandira for a long
time.

They pointed out that for-
mer Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had performed the
bhoomi puja for the project
after the committee raised the

issue. However, construction
work had yet to begin, they
said, renewing their demand
for the project to be taken up
without further delay.

The protesters expressed
concern over the loss of a his-
toric cultural space and urged
the authorities to honour the
commitment made during the
groundbreaking ceremony.

The sit-in protest was called
off after Deputy Commission-
er of the City Corporation
Mahaveera Borannavara and
Superintending Engineer
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Siddaramaiah

performed the bhoomi puja

for the project after the

action committee raised the
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Thimmappa E. held discus-
sions with the protesters.
They assured the gathering
that, following consultations
with the Corporation Com-
missioner and the Deputy
Commissioner, construction
would begin as soon as possi-
ble.

Senior Panchamasali com-
munity leader Ramesh Nidoni
and advocate Danesha Avati
were among those present.

The protesters expressed
hope that the officials’ assur-
ance would lead to concrete
action and that the long-pend-
ing reconstruction of the audi-
torium would begin soon.

Hubballi-Dharwad Police book
11 cases over banned manja

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

The Hubballi-Dharwad Police
Commissionerate has regis-
tered 11 cases against the sale
and use of banned kite-flying
string, known as manja, fol-
lowing the death of a woman
in an incident involving the
dangerous string on Thursday.

Special drive

Acting on the instructions of
Police Commissioner Bhu-
shan Borase, police launched
a special operation across the
twin cities to curb the sale
and use of the hazardous
string.

Cases were registered
against nine shopkeepers al-
legedly selling manja, a par-
ent who reportedly provided
the string to children, and an
individual found flying a kite
using it.

Police station-wise, two
cases each were registered at
Hubballi City and Hale Hub-

Report dangerous manja
hanging from trees, power
lines or roads on helpline 112

balli police stations. Kesh-
wapur, Vidyanagar, Ghan-
tikeri, Vidyagiri, Gokul Road,
Dharwad City and Kasaba-
pete police stations registered
one case each.

Special teams were also de-
ployed to remove dangerous
manja strings that had become
entangled in trees and power
lines or were hanging over
roads and other public places.
Police said these discarded
strings posed a risk to pedes-
trians, motorists and other
road users.

The Police Commissioner
has directed personnel to
monitor kite-flying activities
and shops selling the banned
string within their respective
jurisdictions. Action will be
taken against those found vi-

olating the rules.

The police have appealed to
the public to report dangerous
manja strings hanging from
trees, electricity lines, roads
or other public spaces by call-
ing the emergency helpline
112.

Citizens have been cau-
tioned against attempting to
remove the strings them-
selves, as they could cause
serious injuries. Instead, they
should inform the police, who
will inspect the location and
arrange for safe removal.

The Commissionerate has
also urged residents to report
kite-flying activities involving
banned strings in public areas.
Police teams will verify com-
plaints and take appropriate
action against those responsi-
ble.

The special drive aims to
prevent further accidents and
protect the public from inju-
ries caused by hazardous kite
strings.

THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO DEPUTY COMMISSIONER AND
EX. OFFICIO DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF LAND RECORDS KALABURAGI

No/DDLR/OSBJ/TENDAR/43/2026-27

DATE:17.10.2026

Officials urge traders to avoid single-use plastic

:: TENDER NOTICE :

DDLR Kalaburagi invites tender through e-procurement for BAND PEONSs on
outsource basis for ADLR’s office Kalaburagi district, Last date and time for
uploading of tender in e-procurement is 09-11-2026 by 5-00 pm. More information
available at https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Technical Assistant to Deputy Commissioner
and Ex. Officio Deputy Director of Land Records
DIPR/Kalaburagi/618/KSMC&A/2026-27 Kalaburagi
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To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA ment.

The meeting aimed to
strengthen cooperation be-
tween civic authorities and
the business community to
ensure compliance with the
plastic ban.

Officials emphasised that
collective efforts from trad-
ers, residents and local au-
thorities were necessary to
reduce plastic waste and pro-
tect public health.

Jayanna, president of the
Traders’ Association, Vasanth
Kumar, president of the Rota-

highlighted the environ-
mental damage caused by
plastic waste and stressed
the need to adopt
eco-friendly alternatives.
Traders were urged to
stop using and selling
banned single-use plastic
products and support efforts
to eliminate their use across
Hiriyur. They were also en-
couraged to create aware-
ness among customers about
the importance of reducing
plastic consumption and
maintaining a clean environ-

ry Club, and health inspectors
Sunil Kumar, Mahalinga Raj
and Ashok Kumar attended
the meeting along with other
officials.

The participants discussed
the importance of responsible
business practices and public
cooperation in achieving a
plastic-free city.

The initiative forms part of
efforts to improve environ-
mental cleanliness and en-
courage sustainable practices
among local businesses and
residents.

A meeting was held with
traders in Hiriyur to discuss
the mandatory ban on the
use and sale of single-use
plastic within the city limits.
Officials urged traders to
cooperate with the authori-
ties to ensure effective im-
plementation of the ban.
During the meeting, par-
ticipants were informed
about the harmful effects of
plastic on the environment
and human health. Officials
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Prohibitory orders
imposed around Koppal

exam centres
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Deputy Commissioner
and District Magistrate Dr.
Suresh B. Itnal has
imposed prohibitory
orders withina 200-
metre radius of examina-
tion centres in Koppal dis-
trict ahead of direct
recruitment examinations
for Surveyors and Village
Administrative Officers on
Oct 25. The examinations
will be conducted at 32
centres, including 17in
Koppal taluk, 12in
Gangavathi and three in
Kukanoor, in two sessions
from10.30 amt012.30
pmand 2.30 pm to 4.30
pm. Mobile phones, pho-
tocopying, typing services
and weapons are prohib-
ited within the restricted
area. Entry is limited to
authorised personnel. The
restrictions do not apply
to weddings, funerals or
religious ceremonies.

Udupi police arrest man

inextortion case
CH NEWS, UDUPI

Police have arrested
Suresh Amin, 38, from
Kapu taluk for allegedly
helping an underworld
operative threaten busi-
nessmen and prominent
people for crores of
rupees. Police seized Rs
4.13 lakh allegedly linked
to a planned crime. Eight
cases have been regis-
tered against the accused
across Padubidri, Shirva,
Kapu and Manipal police
stations. Investigators
allege Amin supplied
businessmen’s phone
numbers and personal
details to Hemant
Poojary, who allegedly
issued threats. In one
case, the duo allegedly
conspired to murder a
businessman who refused
to pay. Police said Rs
5 lakh was sent to Amin,
of which Rs 4.13 lakh was
recovered. The investiga-
tion continues.

' Joshi asks Congress to clarify
threat to Siddaramaiah

Joshi condemned political threats, alleging that Congress would do
anything to retain power and decrying declining political standards.

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
on Friday urged the Congress
high command to clarify who
was behind the alleged pen
drive threat involving former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
condemning attempts to in-
timidate senior political lead-
ers.

Speaking to reporters after
casting his vote in the West
Graduates’ Constituency elec-
tion at Fatima High School in
Hubballi, Joshi said political
differences should not justify
threatening a leader. He al-
leged that the Congress was
willing to do anything to re-
tain power and expressed con-
cern over the declining stan-
dards of political conduct.

He questioned why the
present government was un-
able to provide even Rs 2,500
and accused it of heading to-
wards financial bankruptcy.

Reacting to Home Minister
Priyank Kharge’s statement

that police permission was
necessary for RSS route
marches, Joshi said the organ-
isation would respond appro-
priately. He urged Kharge to
focus on drought conditions
and the deteriorating law and
order situation instead of
making such statements.

Joshi also criticised the
state government over drought
relief, alleging that farmers
were struggling to receive ad-
equate compensation despite
crop losses. The previous BJP
government, led by B.S. Yedi-
yurappa and Basavaraj Bom-
mai, had provided compensa-
tion of Rs 13,000 per hectare,
he said.

Regarding the sugarcane
farmers’ demands, Joshi said
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar had scheduled a meeting
with farmers on Oct 26. He
said he would be unable to
attend because of parliamen-
tary meetings and prior com-
mitments but assured that the
Union government would re-

Pralhad Joshi

Rs13,000

per hectare: the drought
compensation paid by the
previous BJP government,
Joshi says

spond positively to farmers’
concerns.

Joshi also raised concerns
over opposition to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. Referring to
reports about the possible in-

Joshi’s charges

The Congress high command must
say who was behind it

Kharge should focus on drought
and law and order

The Centre will respond positively
to farmers

Roll revision

Protests against the SIR aim to
create unrest

volvement of international
organisations in protests
against the exercise, he al-
leged that efforts were being
made to create insecurity and
unrest in the country for polit-
ical gains.

He warned that develop-
ments undermining national
interests could threaten stabil-
ity and called for greater re-
sponsibility among political
parties.

Congress victory certam in graduates poll, says MP

CH NEWS, DAVANAGERE

Congress candidate Shashi
Hulikuntemath is certain to
win the Legislative Council
election from the South-East
Graduates’ constituency, MP
Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun said
on Friday.

Dr. Prabha cast her vote at
the polling station located at
DIET College in Davanagere
for the 2026 Legislative
Council election.

Speaking to reporters after
voting, she expressed confi-
dence in the Congress candi-
date’s victory, citing the par-
ty’s systematic campaign and
preparations over the past
eight months.

She said party leaders were
assigned responsibilities
across different parts of the
constituency, including Dava-
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Voters show their inked fingers after casting their ballots in Davanagere on Friday

nagere district. Teams of
workers were formed at the
booth level, and voter lists
were prepared for each poll-
ing station to ensure effective
coordination.

Party workers had contact-
ed voters over the phone and
urged them to exercise their

franchise, she added.

During her visit to the poll-
ing station near Gundi Circle
in Davanagere, voter turnout
had reportedly crossed 60 per
cent. She said Congress lead-
ers and workers had been ac-
tively encouraging eligible
voters to participate in the

‘ In any democratic or
political system,
such ‘sting operations’ are
not a positive
development.”

— Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun,
Member of Parliament

election.

Dr. Prabha said the party
had made organised efforts to
reach voters and ensure strong
participation. She expressed
confidence that these prepara-
tions would translate into
electoral success for Hulikun-
temath.

The election results are
scheduled to be announced on
October 27.

The MP said the outcome
would reflect the efforts made
by Congress leaders and
workers during the campaign.

Kittur Chennamma’s
courage should
inspire women: DC

vz
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Dignitaries at the Kittur Rani Chennamma Jayanti celebration in Vijayapura

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Women should draw inspira-
tion from the courage, patrio-
tism, leadership and adminis-
trative skills of Kittur Rani
Chennamma, Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Anand K. said
on Friday.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over the birth anniver-
sary celebration of Veer Rani
Kittur Chennamma at Sri Ha-
numantaraya Rangamandira in
Vijayapura. The programme
was organised jointly by the
district administration, Zilla
Panchayat and Department of
Kannada and Culture.

Dr. Anand said the younger
generation should learn about
Chennamma’s life, achieve-
ments and struggle against
British rule. He described her
as a courageous leader who
fought to protect her land,
rights and self-respect.

He said Chennamma
demonstrated remarkable
leadership and determination
while confronting the chal-
lenges of her time. Her cour-
age, patriotism and adminis-
trative abilities continue to
offer valuable lessons to
women today, he added.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed the need to pass on
values such as patriotism,
courage and self-respect to
future generations by incor-
porating them into everyday
life.

City Corporation Mayor
Madivalappa Karadi inaugu-

Dr. Anand urged the
younger generation to
study Rani
Chennamma'’s life,
achievements, and her
fierce struggle against
British rule

rated the programme. Corpo-
ration member Premananda
Biradar and community lead-
er B.M. Patil also addressed
the gathering.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sharanagouda Patil said Kit-
tur Rani Chennamma’s contri-
bution to India’s freedom
struggle would always be re-
membered. He noted that she
mastered military strategy and
fought her enemies with ex-
ceptional courage. He urged
parents and educators to fa-
miliarise children with her
sacrifice, patriotism and ide-
als.

Corporation member Bhara-
ti Kanmanchana, District Sur-
geon Dr. Shivananda Mastiho-
li, Deputy Commissioner of
the City Corporation Ma-
haveer Borannana, Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Planning Officer
C.B. Kumbara and Kannada
and Culture Department As-
sistant Director Santosh Bhovi
attended the event.

Officials from various de-
partments, staff members and
representatives of different
organisations were also pres-
ent.

Madhwacharya, Chennammai msplre generations: MLA

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Udupi MLA Yashpal Suvarna
said the ideals and contribu-
tions of Madhwacharya and
Kittur Rani Chennamma
should inspire every citizen,
particularly the younger gen-
eration, to work for society
and the nation.

He was speaking at a pro-
gramme organised on Friday
at the Dr. V.S. Acharya Hall in
the Zilla Panchayat premises
in Rajatadri, Manipal, to mark
the birth anniversaries of
Madhwacharya and Kittur
Rani Chennamma. The event
was jointly organised by the
district administration, Zilla
Panchayat and Department of
Kannada and Culture.

Suvarna said Madhwacha-
rya made significant contribu-
tions to Indian spiritual and
philosophical traditions. His
teachings and values continue
to guide people towards a dis-
ciplined and meaningful life.
He stressed the importance of
understanding the philoso-
pher’s contributions and pass-
ing his ideals on to future
generations.

He also recalled the courage

At the Madhwacharya and Kittur Rani Chennamma Jayanti programme in Manipal

and patriotism of Kittur Rani
Chennamma, who fought
against British rule to protect
her kingdom and the self-re-
spect of her people. Her deter-
mination and bravery remain
a source of inspiration, partic-
ularly for women and young
people, he said.

The MLA urged people to
remember the contributions of
great personalities not merely
through annual celebrations
but by following their princi-
ples in everyday life. He
called for greater awareness
of Karnataka’s historical, cul-
tural and spiritual heritage
among students and the pub-
lic.

Several dignitaries attended
the programme, including se-
nior officials from the district

administration, representa-
tives of the Zilla Panchayat
and members of the Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture.

The event highlighted the
importance of preserving Kar-
nataka’s rich cultural tradi-
tions and remembering per-
sonalities who made lasting
contributions to society.
Speakers emphasised that the
values of courage, patriotism,
social responsibility and spir-
itual awareness should be
passed on to future genera-
tions.

The organisers said such
programmes help younger
generations understand the
lives and achievements of his-
torical figures and encourage
them to contribute positively
to society.

Postal services to reach every section: Postmaster

CH NEWS, GADAG

The Postal Department is
working to ensure that gov-
ernment services reach even
the most marginalised sec-
tions of society through the
‘Dak Chaupal’ campaign,
Chief Postmaster D.G. Myag-
eri said on Friday.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the campaign at the
Gadag Head Post Office by
planting a sapling.

Myageri said the Postal De-
partment had expanded its
services beyond mail delivery
to meet the changing needs of
the public. It now offers
banking facilities, savings
schemes, insurance, pension
disbursement, online pay-
ments and parcel delivery,

helping people access essen-
tial services closer to their
homes.

He urged the public to
make full use of these facili-
ties and said the department
was committed to improving
access to services in line with
customer needs.

Highlighting the role of In-
dia Post Payments Bank
(IPPB), Myageri said it had
made significant progress in
electronic financial transac-
tions. Within 10 years, IPPB
had extended Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) services to 10
crore people across the coun-
try, demonstrating the reach
of the initiative in delivering
government benefits.

As part of the Dak Chaupal
campaign, post offices across

Gadag district organised pub-
lic awareness activities, clean-
liness drives, blood donation
camps and sapling plantation
programmes.

Several sub-postmasters
participated in the pro-
gramme, including Vani Ye-
laganti, Manjunatha Pamena-
halli, Venkatesha Akalavadi,
Sharanappa Benala, Ankitaku-
mara, Kavita Raddera, Sow-
mya Huilagola, Vinota Kap-
pattanavara, Siddalingesha
Yandigeri, Ravi Jadhav, Man-
junatha T., Shivayya Pujara
and Prakash B.

The campaign aims to in-
crease public awareness of
postal services and improve
access to financial and gov-
ernment services across com-
munities.

Congress confident of Mattur’s victory in teachers’ poll

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Congress leader Amaresh
Karadi has expressed confi-
dence that party candidate
Sharanappa Mattur will win
the Karnataka North-East
Teachers’ Constituency Leg-
islative Council election.

Speaking to reporters in
Koppal, Karadi said Mattur
had consistently worked to
address the problems faced
by teachers across the region.
He noted that Mattur had
narrowly missed victory in
the previous election but
continued to maintain close
contact with teachers and
raise their concerns.

Karadi said these efforts
would help Mattur secure
victory in the current elec-
tion. He also praised the
Congress government in Kar-

nataka, stating that its five
guarantee schemes had pro-
vided economic support to
poor and middle-class fami-
lies.

Referring to the drought
situation, he said the state
government had sought
Rs 20,000 crore in relief
funds from the Centre.

He described the Congress
government as farmer-friend-
ly and said it was continuing
development works despite
the challenging conditions.

Karadi added that Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
was in regular communica-
tion with the Central govern-
ment to seek the funds re-
quired for the state’s devel-
opment. He said the Con-
gress government was com-
mitted to farmers’ welfare
and infrastructure develop-

DRY MONTHS STRUGGLE

Congress leaders at the event in Koppal

drought relief sought by
s cr the state from the Centre,
, says Karadi

ment.

Several Congress leaders
and public representatives
attended the event, including
MLA K. Raghavendra Hitnal,
former MP Sanganna Karadi,
Urban Development Author-
ity Chairman Prasanna Ga-
dad, former Zilla Panchayat
member Goolappa Halageri

and former City Municipal
Council president Amjad
Patel.

Other attendees included
Congress city unit president
Cotton Pasha, CMC member
Muthuraj Kushtagi, District
Women’s Congress president
Jyothi Gondabala and several
party office-bearers and work-
ers.

New canal brlngs relief to Sirsi farmers

CH NEWS, SIRSI

A newly constructed canal
under the VB-G RAM-G
project has brought relief to
farmers in Sonaginamane
hamlet within the Kodnagad-
de Gram Panchayat limits of
Sirsi taluk.

Built at a cost of Rs 2.80
lakh, the canal is helping
farmers secure water for their
agricultural lands beyond the
monsoon season.

Sonaginamane, a small
hamlet with around five to six
families, has long faced water
shortages during the dry
months. Farmers cultivating
paddy and maintaining areca
nut plantations struggled to
provide sufficient water to
their crops, often depending
entirely on rainfall.

The villagers identified a
stream located about 1.5 kilo-
metres away as a possible
solution. With a scientific
plan, they constructed a canal
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The new canal at Sonaginamane

to channel water from the
nearby hill stream to their
farmlands. The initiative has
improved access to irrigation
and brought renewed hope to
farming families.

With water now reaching
their fields, farmers can ex-
plore cultivating multiple
crops instead of depending on
a single seasonal harvest.
Along with paddy, they are
growing coconut, black pep-
per and vegetables alongside
their areca nut plantations.
The availability of water is
helping them make better use

Project overview
WHERE

Sonaginamane hamlet,
Sirsi taluk

SCHEME
VB-G RAM-G
COST

Rs 2.80 lakh
FOR

Around 5 to 6 farming
families

SOURCE
Ahill stream 1.5 km away

of their agricultural land.

The canal has also provid-
ed local residents with
wage-earning opportunities
during its construction. By
slowing the rapid flow of wa-
ter down hill slopes, the
structure is expected to help
reduce soil erosion and con-
serve soil fertility.

The project demonstrates

how locally planned infra-
structure can address water
shortages and support rural
livelihoods. For farmers in
this remote hamlet, the canal
represents more than an irri-
gation facility; it offers an op-
portunity to improve agricul-
tural productivity and house-
hold incomes.

The initiative under the
VB-G RAM-G project is be-
ing viewed as a model for
sustainable rural development
in the district. By combining
employment opportunities
with the creation of a useful
community asset, the project
highlights the importance of
water conservation and irriga-
tion facilities in strengthening
agriculture.

Farmers have welcomed
the development, expressing
hope that reliable water ac-
cess will reduce their depen-
dence on rainfall and help
them secure better returns
from their crops.
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Student dies as heavy
rain collapses house wall

VIRUDHUNAGAR

A17-year-old schoolgirl
died after a wall of her
house collapsed amid
heavy rain in Mettamalai
near Sattur in Tamil
Nadu’s Virudhunagar dis-
trict on Thursday night.
Her mother sustained
injuries.

The deceased,
Muthuselvi, was a Class 12
student at
Chinnakamanpatti
Government High School.
The family was asleep
when the wall collapsed
around 11 pm, trapping
Muthuselvi under the
debris.
Neighbours rescued the
mother and daughter and
rushed them to Sattur
Government Hospital.
Despite medical treat-
ment, Muthuselvi suc-
cumbed to her injuries.
Her mother,
Solaiyammal, suffered a
leg fracture and is under-
going treatment.
Heavy rain had lashed
Sattur and surrounding
areas for more than two
hours.

1dead, 3injured
after toxic gas leak
in septic tank

NEW DELHI

A 38-year-old man died
and three others were
injured after allegedly

inhaling toxic gas inside
an under-construction

septic tank in Delhi’s

Chhawla area on Friday,

police sources said.
The deceased was identi-
fied as Madan Pandit. The
incident occurred while
workers were removing
shuttering inside the tank.
The three injured were
affected by the toxic gas,
though further details
about their condition
remain awaited.

In a separate incident in
June, three workers died
after allegedly inhaling
poisonous gas while
cleaning a septic tank at a
factory in Delhi’s Mundka
Industrial Area. A worker’s
relative alleged that the
factory management
failed to provide basic
safety equipment.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court has sought details
from the Delhi Jal Board
regarding sewer workers
and contractors amid a
plea seeking regularisa-
tion of hazardous sanita-
tion work.

Bodies of 2 Indians
killed in Germany
fire returned

KOCHI

The bodies of Sivin Johny
and Anjali, who died inan
apartment fire in
Bochum, Germany,
arrived at Nedumbassery
Airport in Kerala around
1.30 am on Friday.
Relatives and public rep-
resentatives received the
bodies at the airport. They
were taken to CEA
Hospital in Aluva for for-
malities before being
transported to their
respective hometowns for
final rites.

Sivin, a native of
Manickamangalam in
Kalady, will be laid to rest
at St. Rocky’s Church.
Anjali, who hailed from
Periyanad in Kollam dis-
trict, was taken to her
hometown.

The body of a third victim,
Nova Sabu from Idukki,
was expected to arrive in
Kerala later on Friday.
All three victims were
Indian students who died
after a fire broke out at
their apartment in
Bochum. German investi-
gators have ruled out a
technical defect as the
cause and are continuing
their investigation, with a
41-year-old resident
under suspicion.

" India advances military Al,
missiles and air defence

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh highlighted plans to
strengthen technological self-reliance through military Al, expanded
missile production and modernised air defence networks.

NEW DELHI

India is strengthening its
defence capabilities by devel-
oping an indigenous artificial
intelligence (AI) system for
the armed forces, expanding
missile production and mod-
ernising air defence networks,
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh said on Friday.

Speaking at the Agrasar
Bharat Manch event, Singh
said military Al would support
decision-making, target acqui-
sition and data integration.

“We have to develop our
own Al layer for our military
services,” Singh said, adding
that the government was
working with the national Al
mission and selected pri-
vate-sector partners to develop
the necessary computing
resources and systems.

He also highlighted the
Integrated Air Command and
Control System (IACCS),
which connects radar net-
works, aerial platforms and air

defence systems, as a key
component of the country’s
integrated defence architec-
ture.

The government plans to
strengthen this network and
replace ageing equipment
with modern systems. How-
ever, Singh noted that
upgraded older air defence
guns could remain useful
against drones because they
cost less to operate than mis-
siles. He said individual mis-
siles could cost between Rs 5
crore and Rs 10 crore, mak-
ing cheaper interception

‘ We have to develop
our own Al layer for
our military services.”

— Rajesh Kumar Singh, Defence
Secretary

methods important against
low-cost aerial threats.

Singh also emphasised the
need to increase domestic
production of conventional
ballistic missiles to reduce
unit costs and prepare for
future conflicts.

To expand manufacturing

cost of a single missile

5-10 crore

17

air defence

3

capacity, the government has
made conventional missile
technologies available to
domestic industry through
technology transfers. Singh
said around 17 large private
and public-sector players had
either received technology
packages or were in the pro-
cess of obtaining them for
different missile ranges.

He said the ability to rap-
idly increase production of
drones and conventional mis-
siles would be essential for
future warfare.

India renews its call for reform
of the UN Securlty Councﬂ

NEW DELHI

India has renewed its demand
for reforms to the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC), arguing that its cur-
rent structure does not reflect
contemporary global realities
and undermines its ability to
address major international
conflicts.

Addressing the United
Nations General Assembly on
Thursday, India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Harish Par-
vathaneni, said the council
continued to struggle to
deliver peace and reconcilia-
tion in some of the world’s
gravest conflicts, eight
decades after the organisation
was established.

“The cost is already visible.
Eighty years on, the organisa-
tion is struggling to deliver
peace and reconciliation in

some of the gravest conflicts
before the council,” Par-
vathaneni said in a video
shared on X.

He argued that the authority
associated with the outcome
of the Second World War in
1945 could not compensate
for the democratic deficit cre-
ated by an unrepresentative
council. He stressed that the
international order should not
continue to be determined by
circumstances prevailing
more than 80 years ago.

“No war, especially one
that took place over 80 years
ago, should determine today’s
state of the world,” Par-
vathaneni said, adding that
1945 should not remain the
sole reference point for the
United Nations.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also high-
lighted the limitations of
existing global institutions

while addressing the NDTV

World Summit on Thursday.
Describing the international
situation as a “world between

orders”, he called for stronger
institutions, greater represen-
tation for the Global South
and improved international
cooperation.

He emphasised that emerg-
ing economies and new cen-
tres of power had altered the
international landscape,

India told the UN General
Assembly that outdated
Security Council structures
hinder effective responses
to global conflicts and
demand urgent
institutional reform.

requiring global deci-
sion-making structures to
adapt.

BJP plans grand welcome
for PM’s Varanasi
air show visit

VARANASI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has begun preparations
for a grand welcome for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ahead of his proposed
visit to Varanasi on Octo-
ber 25 to attend the city’s
first-ever Indian Air Force air
show.

The party has designated 13
welcome points across Vara-
nasi city and district. Party
workers and residents are
expected to greet the Prime
Minister with drums, conch
shells, damru performances
and showers of flowers. Cul-
tural programmes featuring
Indian music and dance are
also planned.

A meeting to review the
arrangements was held at the
BJP regional office in
Rohaniya. Party leaders dis-
cussed the proposed pro-
grammes, responsibilities and
preparations for the Prime
Minister’s visit.

BJP Regional President
Ashok Chaurasia, who
chaired the meeting, described
the air show as a matter of
pride for Varanasi. He said
children and young people
were particularly enthusiastic
about the event and urged
party workers to complete
preparations on schedule.

According to the plan, BJP
workers from Varanasi Met-
ropolitan will manage eight
welcome points, while dis-
trict-level workers will over-
see four locations. Workers
from the party’s various
fronts, cells and departments
will participate in the arrange-
ments.

At the Police Line Gate,
women members of the BJP

N \’\
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WHEN Sunday, October 25
EVENT The city’s first IAF
air show
WELCOME 13 points across
city and district
POLICE BJP Mahila Morcha
LINE GATE

Mabhila Morcha will welcome
the Prime Minister. The desig-
nated locations will feature
coordinated activities intended
to mark the visit and show-
case the city’s cultural tradi-
tions.

The party has also assigned
responsibilities to selected
workers to ensure smooth
coordination during the visit.
These include protocol man-
agement, vehicle arrange-
ments, city decoration, ban-
ners and hoardings, media
coordination, social media
outreach and information
technology support.

Medical facilities and park-
ing arrangements have also
been included in the prepara-
tions. Party organisers are
coordinating the different
responsibilities to manage the
expected gathering and ensure
that the welcome programmes
proceed smoothly.

The proposed air show is
expected to draw attention
from residents, particularly
young people interested in
aviation and the armed forces.
The event will mark a first for
Varanasi, while the BJP’s
welcome plans are intended
to highlight local enthusiasm
for the Prime Minister’s visit.

The arrangements remain
focused on completing prepa-
rations before Sunday’s
scheduled programme.

UP voter rolls show 158 errors
aCross 11 const1tuenc1es

LUCKNOW

Unusual names and incorrect
personal details have surfaced
in electoral rolls for Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Council
elections across 11 constitu-
encies, with authorities attrib-
uting the discrepancies largely
to a software translation error.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Elec-
toral Officer Navdeep Rinwa
acknowledged the issue on
Thursday, stating that 158
entries among approximately
14.81 lakh names across the
constituencies contained
unusual details. He said the
errors represented a very
small proportion of the total
entries.

According to Rinwa, the
discrepancies were largely
caused by software introduced
for preparing electoral rolls
online. The system translated
names from English into
Hindi instead of transliterating
them, resulting in incorrect

UNUSUAL
ENTRIES

POLLING
STATIONS

entries in the voter lists.

The issue came to public
attention after screenshots of
the unusual entries circulated
widely on social media. Some
names reportedly appeared as
phrases such as “Ram ne
Yadav ko maara” and “Takkar
Maarna”, while “B. Com” was

recorded as a voter’s father’s
name. These irregularities
were reported in the Alla-
habad-Jhansi graduates’ con-
stituency.

The discrepancies raised
concerns about the accuracy
of electoral records ahead of
polling for five graduates’ and
six teachers’ constituencies.
Voting was held from 8 am to
4 pm on Friday.

More than 14.81 lakh vot-
ers were eligible to cast their
ballots at 2,697 polling sta-
tions spread across 72 dis-
tricts. A total of 152 candi-
dates contested the elections.

Rinwa’s explanation indi-
cated that the reported irregu-
larities were associated pri-
marily with the software’s
handling of names rather than
necessarily reflecting deliber-
ate changes to voter records.
However, the reported errors
have drawn attention to the
need for accuracy in digital
electoral roll preparation.

Delhi Police seize over 707 kg
of illegal firecrackers in raid

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police have seized more
than 707 kg of illegal fire-
crackers from Trilokpuri in
east Delhi and arrested a
37-year-old man in connection
with their alleged unautho-
rised storage and sale, officials
said on Friday.

The accused, identified as
Vikas Jain, a resident of
Trilokpuri, was arrested after
police recovered the fire-
crackers during a raid at his
residence. Investigators sus-
pect the consignment was
procured from a supplier
based in Pataudi, Haryana.

On October 20, a police
team raided Central Market
in Trilokpuri at around 6 pm
and recovered 47.7 kg of ille-
gal firecrackers allegedly
from Jain’s possession. Police
said he failed to produce a
valid licence or permission to
store and sell the items.

During the subsequent

investigation, officers
searched Jain’s residence and
recovered an additional 659.7
kg of firecrackers. The total
seizure from the operation
exceeded 707 kg, according
to officials.

A case was registered at
Mayur Vihar police station on
October 21 under relevant
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and the Explo-
sives Act. Police are investi-
gating the alleged illegal stor-
age and distribution of the
firecrackers.

During questioning, Jain
allegedly told investigators
that he had obtained the stock
from a supplier in Pataudi,
Haryana. Police are verifying
payment records and other
details to establish the suppli-
er’s identity and role in the
suspected operation.

Officials said the accused
had claimed that he could
identify the supplier’s
godown. Further raids are

Theraids

® OCTOBER20

47.7 kg seized at Central
Market, Trilokpuri

® THEN

659.7 kg more found at the
accused’s home

@ OCTOBER21

Case registered at Mayur Vihar
police station

@ NEXT

More raids planned to trace the
source

being planned to trace the
source of the consignment
and identify others who may
be involved in the alleged
supply network.

Police said further action
would depend on the findings
of the ongoing investigation,
including verification of the
suspected supplier and the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
procurement and storage of
the firecrackers.

Bengal launches weekly nutrition scheme for tribal families

@ 06 O O

JHARGRAM

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Friday
launched a nutrition support
scheme for eligible tribal fam-
ilies, providing rice, pulses,
cooking oil and soya chunks
every week to strengthen food
security among Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs).

The scheme, announced in
the state budget, will benefit
around 70,000 families in
Jhargram and Paschim

70,000

families get weekly
rations

Medinipur districts. Adhikari
inaugurated the initiative at a
government event in Kalajh-
aria village, which has a sig-
nificant Lodha-Sabar tribal
population.

“This special drive will be
in addition to the ration

%1,500

monthly ST old-age
pension

2 lakh

students get 800
scholarships

scheme under the PM Anna-
surakhya Yojana, aimed at
ensuring that no one from the
tribal communities 1is
deprived of nutritious food,”
the chief minister said.

He added that biometric
verification would be intro-

T342crore

for Jhargram

125 days

of guaranteed work

duced to ensure benefits
reach all eligible households.

Adhikari also announced
measures to support tribal
welfare and education in the
region. The monthly old-age
pension for Scheduled Tribe
beneficiaries has been

increased to Rs 1,500, while
two lakh students in Jhargram
will receive Scheduled Tribe
scholarships of Rs 800 each,
he said.

The government also plans
to establish tribal universities
in Bankura and Jhargram.
Adhikari said Rs 342 crore
had been allocated for Jhar-
gram and directed the district
magistrate to ensure compre-
hensive development of the
district within six months.

Adhikari further announced
that the Adivasi Mahila

Samriddhi Yojana would be
launched soon. He assured
residents that 125 days of
guaranteed employment
would be provided and said
new job cards would be issued
to those seeking them.

The government said the
nutrition initiative would
complement existing ration
support while forming part of
broader efforts to improve
food security, education,
social welfare and employ-
ment opportunities for tribal
communities in West Bengal.
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Sniffer dog leads
police to suspect in

rape-murder of girl, 7

RAIPUR

A 42-year-old man has
been arrested for the
alleged rape and mur-
der of a seven-year-old
girl in Chhattisgarh’s
Korba district, police
said on Friday.

The child went missing
on October 19 after
leaving home to visit a
nearby grocery shop.
Her body was recovered
from bushes behind a
poultry farm on
Thursday morning.
Police said a sniffer dog
led investigators to a
house, helping them
trace the suspect, iden-
tified as Ajay alias Amit
Chauhan. He was
detained and ques-
tioned before being
arrested.
Additional
Superintendent of
Police Lakhan Patle said
the accused allegedly
sexually assaulted and
killed the child before
fleeing. Police are inves-
tigating the case.

ED raids seven
locations in ¥326-cr

bank fraud case

HYDERABAD

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Friday searched seven
premises across
Telangana in connec-
tion with an alleged
%326.49-crore bank
fraud involving
Kanakadhara Ventures
Pvt Ltd (KVPL) and its
directors.

The searches were
conducted in
Hyderabad,
Secunderabad and
Medchal-Malkajgiri
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.
Officials said bank
guarantees and letters
of credit issued by a
consortium led by
Punjab National Bank
were allegedly mis-
used, with funds
diverted through
related entities using
fabricated steel pur-
chase invoices and
transport documents.
Investigators also
found that KVPL alleg-
edly operated bank
accounts outside the
consortium arrange-
ment without lenders’
knowledge. The ED is
tracing funds and gath-
ering evidence.

322 kg of ghee
seized in festive-

season checks

NEW DELHI

Delhi’s food safety
department seized more
than 322 kg of ghee dur-
ing inspections of shops

offering steep festive
discounts, including “Buy
One, Get One Free” deals
and discounts of up to
60 per cent.
Officials inspected
stores in Vikaspuri and
Hastal village, collecting
samples from several
ghee brands for labora-
tory testing. More than
75.50 litres were seized
from Maxcart Store and

Aggarwal Store in

Vikaspuri, while 246 kg
was confiscated from
another Aggarwal Store
in Hastal.

The department also
collected samples of
confectionery, makhana,
turmeric powder and
biscuits from other
establishments.
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta warned against
food adulteration and
urged consumers to
check product quality,
packaging, manufactur-
ing dates and expiry
dates. Further action will
depend on laboratory
reports.

'T’ganaCM offers to share policing
~ technology with southern states

Telangana is seeking stronger regional police cooperation through shared technology, coordinated
crime prevention and joint strategies to tackle cybercrime, narcotics and cross-border offences.

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy on Friday said
the state was ready to collab-
orate with other southern
states to strengthen policing,
share technology and improve
crime prevention through bet-
ter inter-state coordination.
Addressing the Southern
Regional Police Coordination
Committee Meeting in Hyder-
abad, Reddy highlighted Tel-
angana’s policing reforms and
achievements in tackling nar-
cotics, cybercrime and Naxal
violence. He urged police de-
partments across southern In-
dia to work together and de-
velop mechanisms to address
crimes that cross state bound-

aries.

“Our reforms are bringing
good results. Telangana police
have achieved excellence and
recognition at national and
international levels in all ar-
eas: narcotics, cybercrime,
and ending naxal violence,”
the Chief Minister said.

Reddy noted that Telangana

‘ Telangana police
have achieved
excellence and recognition
at national and
international levels.”

— Revanth Reddy, Telangana
Chief Minister

ranked first in India in cyber-
crime prevention during the
Prime Minister’s PRAGATI
review. He added that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
had congratulated state police
officers for making Telangana
completely Naxal-free. The
state’s EAGLE initiative also
secured more than 80 per cent
marks from the Central Gov-
ernment for its performance
in combating narcotics.

The Chief Minister said the
Telangana Cyber Security Bu-
reau had established new
standards in recovering mon-
ey for cybercrime victims. He
emphasised that technology,
specialised training and fo-
cused efforts by individual
divisions and wings could im-
prove policing outcomes.

Reddy also highlighted ini-
tiatives such as HYDRAA,
EAGLE and T-SAFE, which
focus on different areas of
crime prevention and public
safety.

He identified cybercrime,
narcotics and traffic-related
issues as significant chal-
lenges requiring sustained
attention and coordinated
responses.

Vigilance probe ordered
against P.P. Divya

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Keralam government has
ordered a vigilance investiga-
tion against CPI(M) leader
P.P. Divya over alleged irreg-
ularities during her tenure as
Kannur district panchayat
president, officials said on
Friday.

The Vigilance and An-
ti-Corruption Bureau (VACB)
will investigate the award of
a construction contract to
Carton India without inviting
tenders. The govern-
ment has granted
permission to initi-
ate the probe un-
der Section 17A
of the Prevention
of Corruption
Act, officials
said.

The investigation
will examine allega-
tions that the contract was
awarded without following
the tendering process. A com-
plaint filed by Kerala Stu-
dents Union (KSU) leader
Mohammed Shammas alleged
that Carton India belonged to
a benami of Divya.

Officials said the govern-
ment had also authorised an
inquiry into the assets of
Divya and her husband. The
investigation will cover for-
mer Kannur district pancha-
yat secretary Abdul Latheef
as well.

Shammas had filed the
complaint during the previous
Left Democratic Front (LDF)
government’s tenure. The
VACB subsequently conduct-
ed a preliminary inquiry, but
the then government did not
grant permission for a further
investigation, according to
officials.

Divya has also faced legal
proceedings over the death of
Additional District Magistrate
Naveen Babu in Kannur. Babu
was found dead at his official
residence on October
15, 2024, a day after

Divya allegedly

made remarks

against him
during his fare-
well function.

At the time,

Divya was the
Kannur district pan-

chayat president. She
was accused of attending the
function without an invitation
and making corruption allega-
tions against Babu. Police lat-
er filed a charge sheet against
her in a magisterial court for
alleged abetment of suicide.

In November 2024, Divya
was demoted from the
CPI(M) Kannur district com-
mittee to a branch committee.
Following a recent extended
meeting of the party’s district
committee, she was not in-
cluded in the district leader-
ship.

INDIAN UNION
DRIVING LICENCE

Centre proposes colour-coded driving
licences for Indians, foreigners

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways has pro-
posed introducing separate
colour schemes for driving
licences issued to Indian and
foreign nationals as part of
draft amendments to the Cen-
tral Motor Vehicles Rules.

The ministry has also pro-
posed removing the require-
ment for affidavits sworn be-
fore an executive magistrate
or notary as proof of age and
address.

Under the proposed chang-
es, driving licences would be
required to carry the holder’s
blood group, mobile number
and emergency contact num-
bers. The measures are in-
tended to improve the avail-
ability of essential informa-
tion and support identification
in emergencies.

The ministry has also pro-
posed increasing the qualifying
score for the safe-driving tuto-
rial assessment from 60% to
75%. The assessment is part of
the process intended to promote
awareness of road safety and

INFOCUS

Q why?
A To curb misuse and boost safety

Q colours?

A Separate codes proposed; not
yet specified

Q Passmark?

A 60% to 75% in the safe-driving
tutorial assessment

O New details?

A Blood group, mobile and
emergency contact numbers

O Feerelief?

A Select Aadhaar-based online
services

responsible driving practices.

In another proposed measure,
select online driving licence
services completed through
Aadhaar authentication would
receive a fee waiver. The move
could encourage applicants to
use digital services while sim-
plifying licence-related proce-
dures. The proposed colour
coding would distinguish li-
cences issued to Indian citizens
from those issued to foreign
nationals. The ministry has not
yet specified the colours.

282 Navy Agniveers join Maharashtra pollce

MUMBAI
Maharashtra Chief Minis-

ter Devendra Fadnavis on Fri-
day announced that 282 Navy
Agniveers from the state have
been appointed as police con-
stables under the govern-
ment’s decision to provide
reservation in state govern-
ment jobs for former Ag-
niveers.

In a post on X, Fadnavis
said the state cabinet had ap-
proved the reservation policy
and the necessary changes
had been made to recruitment
rules. The first list of eligible
personnel was received from
the central government, al-
lowing the state to issue ap-
pointment orders.

The appointments include
150 Seaman Deckside person-
nel and 132 Seaman Engine-
side personnel, according to
the chief minister. He con-

gratulated the recruits and
wished them success in their
new roles.

The announcement follows
similar initiatives by other
states to provide employment
opportunities to Agniveers after
their service in the armed forc-
es. The Agnipath scheme al-
lows selected young people to
serve in the Army, Navy or Air
Force for four years, with the
aim of creating a younger mili-
tary workforce and developing
skilled, disciplined personnel.

Assam has also announced
a reservation policy for Ag-
niveers. The state cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, decided
to reserve 12 per cent of con-
stable and equivalent posts for
permanent residents who have
served under the scheme. The
reservation applies to posi-
tions across departments in-

cluding Assam Police, com-
mando battalions, Ja1ls fire
services, the State Disaster
Response Force, forest guards
and excise.

Gujarat has introduced a
separate measure to support
former Agniveers seeking po-
lice employment. Deputy
Chief Minister Harsh Sangha-
vi announced that eligible for-
mer Agniveers would be re-
cruited directly into the Guja-
rat Police without a written
examination, while the state
continues its 20 per cent res-
ervation for the group.

Gujarat’s policy applies to
former Agniveers who have
completed service in the
Army, Navy or Air Force and
meet the prescribed eligibility
requirements. Applicants
must also satisfy residency
conditions and provide the
necessary documents.

TN ECI MEETING _
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282 Navy Agniveers
Now Maharashtra police
constables: 150 Seaman

Deckside, 132 Seaman

Engineside

Maharashtra’s appoint-
ments mark the implementa-
tion of its reservation decision
for Navy Agniveers and add
to state-level efforts to pro-
vide employment pathways
for personnel completing their
four-year military service.

Gujarat signs MoUs with
Scotland to boost ties

Gujarat and Scotland
plan closer
collaborationin green
energy, sports
infrastructure,
education and trade,
combining expertise to
support sustainable
growth and cultural
exchange.

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat and Scotland signed
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) on Friday to
strengthen economic, cultural
and institutional ties, with a
focus on renewable energy,
sports, trade, education and
innovation.

The agreements were signed
in Gandhinagar in the presence
of Gujarat Chief Minister Bh-
upendra Patel and Scottish
First Minister John Swinney
during a meeting with the vis-
iting Scottish delegation. The
MoUs aim to promote peo-
ple-to-people connections, ex-
pand trade and investment op-
portunities, encourage sustain-
able economic development
and facilitate the exchange of
knowledge and expertise.

The partnership is expected
to benefit Gujarat as it prepares
to host the 2030 Common-
wealth Games. Scotland’s ex-
perience in organising the 2026

Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow could guide Gujarat in
developing world-class sports
infrastructure and promoting a
stronger fitness culture.

The agreements also identi-
fy renewable energy, entre-
preneurship, life sciences,
cultural exchange and skill
development as areas for co-
operation. Swinney expressed
confidence that the partner-
ship would create new devel-
opment opportunities and
highlighted Scotland’s exper-
tise in offshore energy.

Patel said Gujarat, which
has a long coastline and an
established renewable energy
sector, had significant poten-
tial to develop offshore ener-
gy projects. He proposed
sending a delegation to Scot-
land to study its experience,
particularly in offshore wind
energy.

In a post on X, Patel said,
“Delighted to sign a landmark
MoU with the Scottish Gov-
ernment in Gandhinagar to-
day, in the esteemed presence
of Scotland’s First Minister,
Mr. @JohnSwinney.”

Cyclonic storm likely over
Bay of Bengal by Oct 26

NEW DELHI

A low-pressure area over the
east-central and adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal is
likely to intensify into a cy-
clonic storm by October 26,
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said on Fri-
day, issuing rainfall warnings
for coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha.

According to the IMD, the
system is expected to develop
into a depression on October
24 and strengthen into a deep
depression on October 25. It
is then likely to intensify into
a cyclonic storm over the
west-central Bay of Bengal by
the morning of October 26.

The weather system could
bring heavy rainfall to parts
of the eastern coast, with the
IMD forecasting extremely
heavy to heavy rainfall in
coastal Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha between October 27
and 29.

The department said Odisha
could receive heavy to very
heavy rainfall on October 27
and 29. The warnings indicate
the possibility of intense pre-
cipitation as the system devel-
ops and moves across the Bay
of Bengal region.

Coastal districts of Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha are ex-
pected to be among the areas
requiring close monitoring.
The evolving system may also
affect local weather condi-
tions along the eastern coast-
line, depending on its intensi-
ty and movement.

The IMD’s forecast outlines
a sequence of strengthening
stages over three days, begin-
ning with a depression on Oc-
tober 24, followed by a deep
depression on October 25 and
a likely cyclonic storm the
next morning.

Authorities and residents in
the potentially affected re-
gions will need to follow offi-
cial weather bulletins for up-
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dated forecasts and local ad-
visories. The system’s eventu-
al track, intensity and rainfall
distribution will depend on
how it develops over the com-
ing days.

The forecast was issued on
Friday as the low-pressure
area continued to organise
over the Bay of Bengal. Fur-
ther updates from the weather
department are expected to
clarify the storm’s develop-
ment and the areas likely to
experience the heaviest rain-
fall.

The IMD’s warnings cover
the period from October 27 to
29, when coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha could ex-
perience significant rainfall
associated with the develop-
ing system.

Nine parties walk out ‘of ECI meet, demand CEC's resignation

CHENNAI

Nine of the 12 recognised po-
litical parties in Tamil Nadu
on Friday walked out of a
consultative meeting con-
vened by the Chief Electoral
Officer to discuss the Special
Summary Revision (SSR) of
electoral rolls for 2027, de-
manding the resignation of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar.

The ruling Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), opposition
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), Congress, CPI,
CPI(M), VCK, NTK, AAP

and DMDK staged the walk-
out during the meeting chaired
by Chief Electoral Officer
Archana Patnaik. The BJP,
AIADMK and NPP represen-

tatives remained at the meet-
ing.

The parties that walked out
alleged that the Election Com-
mission of India’s Special In-

“Eligible voters have
been removed from the
electoral rolls, and the
ECI should take full
responsibility for this.
We demand the
immediate resignation
of the CEC.”

1. PARANTHAMEN joint
secretary, DMK law wing

tensive Revision (SIR) exer-
cise conducted last year was
flawed and lacked transparen-
cy. They claimed that eligible
voters had been removed from

electoral rolls and held the
commission responsible for
the alleged deletions.

The walkout brought the
ruling TVK and the DMK to-
gether on the issue, despite
their positions as the state’s
ruling party and principal op-
position, respectively. State
Law Minister C.T.R. Nirmal
Kumar said errors from the
previous SIR exercise must be
corrected before another revi-
sion process begins.

“We cannot ignore last
year’s errors and move on to
the next process,” Nirmal Ku-
mar said. He also alleged that

the previous DMK-led gov-
ernment had removed several
names through its officials.

The DMK’s participation in
the walkout was significant
because the party had faced
criticism over its earlier si-
lence and absence from na-
tionwide protests concerning
the revision exercise.

The Special Summary Re-
vision of electoral rolls is
scheduled to begin across
Tamil Nadu on November 12.
Eligible citizens will be able
to apply to have their names
included in the electoral rolls
during the process.
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Infosys posts flat
PAT atZ 7,823 crore

NEW DELHI

IT major Infosys on Friday

posted a flat net profit of
Rs 7,823 crore for
Q2 FY27 against Rs 7,769
crore in the previous quar-
ter,and reduced its FY27
revenue growth guidance
to between 1 per cent and
2 percent. The
Bengaluru-headquartered
[T firm’s revenue from

operations increased 2.14
per cent quarter-on-quar-

terto Rs 49,244 crorein

Q2FY27.0nayear-on-
year basis, net profit rose
6.2 per cent from Rs 7,364

crore, while revenue
increased 11 per cent from
Rs 44,490 crorein
Q2 FY26.

Atul’s Q2 net
profit falls 13 pc

toRs 159 crore

MUMBAI
Diversified chemical man-
ufacturer Atul Limited on
Friday reported a12.6
per cent year-on-year
(YoY) decline in net profit
to Rs 159 crore for the
quarter ended September
(Q2 FY27). The company
also announced a share
buyback of up to Rs 90
crore at a maximum price
of Rs 7500 per share
through the open market
route. Despite the drop in
profit, revenue from oper-
ations rose 20.9 per cent
to Rs 1,877 crore from
Rs 1,552 crore a year ago,
according to its stock
exchange filing. At the
operating level, earnings
before interest, tax,
depreciation and amorti-
sation (EBITDA) fell 7.7
per cent to Rs 246.5 crore
from Rs 267 crore in the
year-ago quarter.

Magic Moments
reunites with
Bollywood
Music Project

MUMBAI
Magic Moments, Radico
Khaitan'’s flagship vodka
brand, returns as the
‘Powered By’ partner of
Bollywood Music Project
(BMP) for its 10th anni-
versary edition on
October 24 at Jio World
Garden, Mumbai.
The festival will bring
together more than 20
artists across Bollywood,
indie, folk, and Sufi music,
celebrating the artists and
songs that have con-
nected generations of lis-
teners. The partnership
marks a decade of
Bollywood Music Project,
bringing together cele-
brated artists and emerg-
ing talent across genres.
Having crossed 8.5 mil-
lion cases in FY2026,
Magic Moments has built
its position through fla-
vour-led innovation and
an evolving understand-
ing of consumer prefer-
ences. From its Remix
range to its Flavours of
India expressions, the
brand continues to
explore new ways for
consumers to experience
vodka. Its association
with BMP extends this
engagement to music, a
cultural platform that
brings audiences
together. Launched in
2016, BMP has brought
together celebrated play-
back singers, composers,
bands and independent
artists across generations
and musical traditions. Its
previous edition drew an
audience of over 20,000.
Deepak Choudhary,
Founder, Bollywood
Music Project, said: “Ten
years ago, we set out to
build a boundary-break-
ing playground where leg-
endary maestros,
chart-topping pop icons
and indie visionaries
could coexist on the same
stage. To watch the IP
evolve from an ambitious
dream into a massive cul-
tural phenomenonis
nothing short of historic.”

INDIA INDUSTRIAL FAIR
OPENS INGANDHINAGAR

More than 500 exhibitors are presenting industrial products and technologies at
Udyam 2026 in Gandhinagar, connecting MSMEs, startups, manufacturers and
government representatives to explore partnerships and investment opportunities.

GANDHINAGAR

More than 500 exhibitors from
across India are showcasing
industrial products, technolo-
gies and manufacturing capa-
bilities at the 15th India Indus-
trial Fair-Udyam 2026, which
began in Gandhinagar, Guja-
rat, on Friday.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel inaugurated the four-
day exhibition, organised by
Laghu Udyog Bharati at the
Helipad Exhibition Centre
from October 23 to 26.
Spread across 50,000 square
metres, the fair brings togeth-
er micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs), start-

ups, manufacturers and tech-
nology innovators.

The exhibition features
businesses from more than 12
sectors, presenting a wide
range of products and techno-
logical solutions. Participat-
ing industries span engineer-
ing, handicrafts and other
manufacturing segments, pro-
viding visitors with an oppor-
tunity to explore India’s di-
verse industrial capabilities
under one roof.

The event aims to create
opportunities for businesses
to establish partnerships, ex-
plore collaborations and dis-
cuss investment prospects. Its
programme includes business

Udyam 2026 at a glance
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networking sessions, invest-
ment discussions, expert guid-
ance and presentations on in-
dustrial technologies.
Business-to-business (B2B)
and business-to-government
(B2G) meetings have also
been organised to connect en-
terprises with potential com-
mercial partners and govern-
ment representatives. These
interactions are intended to
help businesses explore new
markets, identify opportuni-

ties and strengthen their
operations.

The fair seeks to promote
entrepreneurship, innovation
and the growth of MSMEs,
which play an important role
in India’s industrial and eco-
nomic development. It also
aligns with the Centre’s Aat-
manirbhar Bharat and Make
in India initiatives, which
seek to strengthen domestic
manufacturing and encourage
self-reliance.

India fast-tracks coal
ga51ﬁcat10n prOJects

NEW DELHI

India is accelerating coal gas-
ification projects with a pro-
posed outlay of Rs 46,000
crore to boost domestic pro-
duction of fertilisers and gas
and reduce dependence on
imports, Coal and Mines Min-
ister G Kishan Reddy said on
Friday.

Speaking at the ‘Agrasar
Bharat Manch’ event in New
Delhi, Reddy described coal

‘ We are currently

exploring the mines
of Argentina and
simultaneously having
discussions with other
countries.”

— G Kishan Reddy, Union Coal
and Mines Minister

as an important industrial raw
material and said the govern-
ment was expediting plans to
convert it into products such
as synthesis gas, ammonia,
urea and methanol.

Coal continues to meet
around 55 per cent of India’s
primary energy needs and ac-
counts for 74 per cent of
electricity generation, high-
lighting its importance to the
country’s energy system. The
government aims to encour-
age commercial-scale coal

gasification projects in the
coming years.

The Union Cabinet has re-
cently approved a scheme to
promote surface coal gasifica-
tion projects with a financial
outlay of Rs 37,500 crore.
The initiative is intended to
accelerate the country’s coal
gasification programme and
support the national target of
gasifying 100 million tonnes
of coal by 2030.

The programme seeks to
strengthen energy security
and reduce reliance on im-
ported liquefied natural gas
(LNG), urea, ammonia and
methanol. Greater domestic
production of these commod-
ities could support industries
that depend on imported ener-
gy and chemical inputs.

Reddy also highlighted the
government’s efforts to secure
critical minerals through do-
mestic production and over-
seas exploration. These min-
erals are essential for manu-
facturing electric vehicles,
telecommunications equip-
ment, solar power systems
and defence hardware.

Manufacturing, services may
add 35 crore JObS by 2030

MUMBAI

India’s manufacturing and
services sectors are projected
to generate more than 35
crore new jobs by 2030, ac-
cording to estimates from
multiple sector skill councils

35crore+

new jobs projected in manu-
facturing and services by
2030, say sector skill
councils and industry bodies

and industry bodies, high-
lighting the potential scale of
employment growth in the
coming years.

The projections also under-
line the need to strengthen
workforce preparedness as
industries expand and de-
mand for skilled workers ris-
es. The India Didactics Asso-
ciation (IDA), in a statement,

said the expected employ-
ment growth must be accom-
panied by accelerated skill-
ing, practical training and
stronger collaboration be-
tween industry and academic
institutions.

Industry data from various
sector skill councils and gov-
ernment sources points to the
scale of the employment op-
portunity and the urgency of
preparing workers to meet
changing requirements. As
businesses adopt new technol-
ogies and expand operations,
jobseekers may need special-
ised skills and practical expe-

rience to match employers’
expectations.

Closer cooperation between
educational institutions and
industry could help align
training programmes with
workplace requirements.

Practical training is also ex-
pected to play an important
role in improving workforce
readiness. Alongside class-
room instruction, hands-on
learning can help candidates
develop job-specific compe-
tencies and adapt more effec-
tively to industrial and ser-
vice-sector environments.

The projected employment
opportunity presents both a
challenge and an opening for
India’s skilling ecosystem.

The estimates point to sub-
stantial employment potential
by the end of the decade, but
realising that potential will de-
pend on how effectively work-
ers are trained and connected
with available opportunities.

SBI says customer funds
safe after data breach

NEW DELHI

India’s largest lender — State
Bank of India (SBI) — on
Friday stated that account
balances and funds of cus-

What was exposed
3,897

customer records with
personal data, in about
375,000 records on the dark
web

p Mobile numbers, dates of
birth, names and gender

Email and residential
addresses
—~ Branch and CIF identifiers,
(WY |ead IDs, loan metadata

tomers remain safe following
a recent cyber incident that
led to exposure of 3,897 cus-
tomer records on the dark
web.

In a statement on the social
media platform X, the lender

said it had individually in-
formed all customers whose
data was identified as being
involved, through email and/
or WhatsApp, and added: “We
reiterate that your account bal-
ances and funds are safe with
us.”

The bank advised customers
to follow safe digital banking
practices, never share OTP,
PIN or password with anyone
and remain vigilant against
suspicious calls, messages and
emails.

Earlier in the week, the
bank said it had received
communications from its
Threat Intelligence Service
Provider, the Defence Cyber
Agency and CERT-In regard-

ing an alert concerning sus-
pected exposure of customer
data.

During preliminary analysis
of approximately 375,000 re-
cords available on the dark
web, 3,897 customer records
containing Personally Identi-
fiable Information (PII) were
identified, the bank had said
in an exchange filing.

The state-owned lender said
it promptly activated its cyber
incident response and contain-
ment protocols and engaged
an independent CERT-In-em-
panelled cybersecurity agency
to conduct a comprehensive
assessment and investigate the
nature and extent of the al-
leged compromise.

A detailed investigation is
underway to establish authen-
ticity and completeness of the
exposed data, determine po-
tential source and extent of
exposure and assess associat-
ed risks, it said.

Govt to hold open house on steel imports

NEW DELHI

Ministry of Steel will conduct
an Open House to discuss is-
sues related to the import of
steel on October 28, accord-
ing to an official statement
issued on Friday.

The Open House will be
conducted from 11:00 am to
5:00 pm at Steel Room, 3rd
Floor, GPOA-3, Netaji Nagar,
New Delhi and specific time
slots will be indicated via
e-mail.

It is advised that any com-
pany or association having
issues related to SIMS,
SARAL SIMS, and QCO Ex-
emption for the import of
steel may send their request
via e-mail by October 26,
2026, 12:00 noon to get con-
firmed time-slots.

To participate in the Open
House, e-mails may be sent
for getting a confirmed time

slot on the scheduled date, ac-
cording to the statement.

While sending the e-mail,
the company or association
will have to provide informa-
tion about the type of indus-
try and product such as auto,
aerospace, telecom or de-
fence.

The ministry has also made
it clear that third party repre-
sentation is not allowed at the
open house.

SIMS, SARAL SIMS, and
QCO Exemption are regulato-
ry frameworks introduced and
updated by the Ministry of
Steel to monitor and stream-
line iron and steel imports

while reducing compliance
burdens for small and ex-
port-oriented enterprises.
The SARAL SIMS has
been introduced to simplify
the process of compulsory

Steel import open
house

WHEN October 28,11am to
5pm

WHERE GPOA-3, Netaji
Nagar, New Delhi

BOOK E-mail for a time slot

by noon, October 26

registration under the Steel
Import Monitoring System
(SIMS) for imports of small
consignments of iron and
steel items by MSMEs and
other small importers as well
as imports made under Ad-
vance Authorization, SEZ
and EOU route for export
purposes.

Sebi eases cal

MUMBAI

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Fri-
day relaxed the mandatory
requirement for research ana-
lysts to maintain call record-
ings of their interactions with
institutional investors, aiming
to reduce compliance burdens
and improve ease of doing
business.

In a circular, the market reg-
ulator said research analysts
and entities would no longer
be required to mandatorily
maintain recordings of calls

involving institutional inves-
tors. The change eases a spe-
cific record-keeping obliga-
tion for market research pro-
fessionals and firms dealing
with institutional clients.
However, Sebi clarified that
the broader requirement to
maintain records of interac-
tions with clients will contin-

31 COMPLIANCE RELAXATION

Pakistan’s pharma exports fall over 30 pc

LAHORE

Pakistan’s pharmaceutical ex-
ports have been witnessing a
steady decline in recent times,
with the industry attributing
the fall to trade disruptions
with Afghanistan following
the closure of its border for
over a year now, say reports
from Islamabad and Kabul.
Pakistan’s pharmaceutical
exports fell 30.26 per cent in
FY26 and declined a further
25.53 per cent in value during
the first quarter of FY27, as
industry representatives linked
the downturn largely to the
disruption of trade with Af-
ghanistan, according to a re-
port. Kabul has been one of
the country’s biggest markets
for medicines, it added.
Quoting Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) data, the re-
port put exports of pharma-
ceutical products at $319.012

million in FY26, down from
$457.456 million in FY25.

The reduction was thus
$138.444 million. Export vol-
umes also fell 26.14 per cent,
from 112,517 metric tonnes to
83,104 tonnes, a decrease of
29,413 tonnes.

The decline continued in
July-September FY27; export
earnings fell to $73.301 mil-
lion from $98.428 million in
the same quarter of FY26, a
decrease of $25.127 million,
or 25.53 per cent, the report
added.

Exports of surgical goods
and medical instruments were
not included in the figures, it
said.

Tauqgeer ul Haq, a former
chairperson of the Pakistan

Pakistan’s pharma exports
USD, full fiscal year

$457.456 mn

$319.012mn

FY25 FY26

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data, via the report

Pharmaceutical Manufactur-
ers Association (PPMA), said
the suspension of trade with
Afghanistan has caused ma-
jor losses for the pharmaceu-
tical industry and the national
exchequer.

recording rules for analysts

ue. Research analysts and en-
tities must preserve records of
their communications with all
clients, including prospective
clients, through legally verifi-
able methods.

These records may include
signed physical documents,
emails, SMS messages, call
recordings or other accept-
able forms of documentation.
The revised provision there-
fore removes the mandatory
call-recording requirement
for institutional investor in-
teractions without eliminating
the obligation to maintain ev-

idence of client communica-
tions.

The decision is intended to
streamline compliance proce-
dures for research analysts
while retaining documenta-
tion requirements that sup-
port accountability and veri-
fication. Maintaining verifi-
able records remains import-
ant for establishing the nature
of communications between
analysts and clients, particu-
larly when questions arise
about research recommenda-
tions or professional interac-
tions.

WHAT CHANGES

No mandatory call
recordings for
institutional
investor calls

— Records of every client
communication must still be
kept, by legally verifiable
means

The relaxation could reduce
the administrative and opera-
tional effort involved in pre-
serving call recordings for

institutional investor discus-
sions. At the same time, ana-
lysts and entities will need to
ensure that their systems con-
tinue to capture and retain ap-
propriate records through per-
mitted channels.

The circular marks a change
in how research analysts must
document interactions with
institutional investors, while
preserving the wider frame-
work for client communica-
tion records. Firms will con-
tinue to be responsible for
maintaining records that can
be legally verified.
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RU|a aﬁ Ukraine wa
270 prisoners each
MOSCOW

Russia and Ukraine have
each handed over 270
people in their latest
exchange of prisoners of
war, which followed talks
with US negotiators ear-
lier this week. President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
on X that nine civilians
were among those com-
ing home to Ukraine, and
that most of the service-
men had been held since
2022, when Russia
launched its full-scale
invasion. “We remember
one and all and continue
searching for everyone,’
Zelensky said.

Those returned included
five Ukrainian prisoners
whom officials had earlier
believed were killed in an
explosion at a detention
facility in Olenivka, in
Russian-controlled east-
ern Ukraine.

Ukraine has accused
Russia of a war crime
over the strike on
Olenivka, which killed
dozens of prisoners.
Russia said Ukraine had
fired at the camp.

Russia’s defence ministry
said on Telegram that its
freed servicemen were in
Belarus and would be
taken to Russia once they
had received psychologi-
cal and medical help.

Thousands of prisoners
have been swapped since
the full-scale war began,
one of the few areas in
which Moscow and Kyiv
have kept up on-off con-
tacts despite the conflict.

The last large exchange
was on August 19, when
103 Ukrainians came
home from Russian cap-
tivity, and another 10 peo-
ple were brought back
later that month.

Romania blames
Russia after drone

sinks ship off its coast
BUCHAREST

Romania’s President
Nicusor Dan on Friday
accused Russia of step-
ping up its attacks on
NATO'’s eastern flank after
a drone strike sank a
cargo ship off Romania’s
Black Sea coast. At least
one sailor was killed and
three are still missing.
Footage released by the
Romanian authorities
showed only a small sec-
tion of the capsized ves-
sel’s hull above the water
as it went down, while
rescue boats searched
the area for survivors in
rough seas and strong
winds. The Comoros-
flagged Khoryv had a
crew of 13 Ukrainian and
Azeri sailors, Romania’s
naval authority said.

Venezuela’s opposition

prepares for elections
CARACAS

Venezuela’s opposition
movement, led by Nobel
Peace Prize laureate
Maria Corina Machado, is
getting ready for eventual
elections, with a new
drive to increase voter
registration, according to
documents and people
familiar with the plans.
Machado’s Vente
Venezuela movement
intends to launch an app
on Saturday to gather
voter registration details
from Venezuelans living
abroad, two sources and
adocument said. The app
was built by 15 staff over
the past 18 months, and
the group hopes eventu-
ally to share its data with
a reformed electoral
council so that users can
be formally added to the
voter rolls.

' Saudi Arabia expanding missile

factory,images suggest

Saudi Arabia may be expanding its ballistic missile factory to produce larger solid-
fuel weapons, raising questions about regional security, deterrence, military
independence and nuclear proliferation concerns in Washington.

AL DUWADIMI

Saudi Arabia appears to be
enlarging its ballistic missile
production facilities to handle
bigger solid-fuel missiles,
which could increase the
range or payload of its weap-
ons, according to two US re-
searchers who studied more
than a year of commercial
satellite imagery.

The development could
strengthen Riyadh’s ability to
deter potential attacks from
Iran and reduce its depen-
dence on foreign suppliers for
advanced military capabili-
ties. It could also affect the
kingdom’s military calcula-
tions amid its conflict with
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi
fighters.

However, the expansion
could intensify regional mis-
sile competition and increase
concerns in Washington about
the proliferation risks associ-
ated with Saudi Arabia’s de-
fence and nuclear ambitions.

Satellite imagery captured

by US-based Planet Labs be-
tween April 2025 and Sep-
tember 2026 shows changes
at the al-Duwadimi complex,
located approximately 200
kilometres west of Riyadh,
researchers Sam Lair and Mi-
chael Duitsman said in their
assessment.

Both researchers are associ-
ated with the Foreign Policy
Research Institute, a non-par-
tisan research organisation
based in Philadelphia.

Their analysis identified a
newly constructed building
that appears to contain casting
pits. These specialised wells
are used during missile man-
ufacturing to pour a mixture
of solid-fuel ingredients into
motor casings, where the ma-
terial is left to harden.

According to the research-
ers, the new building is at
least twice as large as the
structure believed to house
the facility’s existing casting

Satellite images show construction
at the al-Duwadimi missile
complex.

Casting pits

Researchers identified a building
potentially housing larger casting
pits.

The expansion could strengthen
Saudi deterrence and military
self-reliance.

The facility is approximately 200
kilometres west of Riyadh.

The development may intensify
regional missile competition and
US proliferation concerns.

pits. Its size could indicate
preparations for manufactur-
ing larger missile motors, al-
though the imagery alone
does not establish the exact
weapons being developed or
their specifications.

France braces for fresh
protests despite
restrictions

Businesses, cultural venues
and museums across France
planned to shut over the
weekend as the authorities
braced for fresh demonstra-
tions, despite the restrictions
President Emmanuel Macron
imposed after a wave of vio-
lent unrest.

France is still recovering
from the worst violence in
years, when looting and riots
erupted on the fringes of na-
tionwide protests last week-
end. Overnight curfews in
parts of Paris and other cities
have since passed without
major incidents.

The country’s main student
union, UNEF, has called for
rallies on Saturday. The Yel-
low Vest movement, an an-
ti-establishment force that
emerged in 2018, has also
filed plans for a march
through central Paris.

Macron was scheduled to

France is preparing for
fresh weekend
demonstrations as
President Emmanuel
Macron tightens
restrictions following
violent unrest that shook
the country last week.

meet student representatives
on Friday to discuss their
plans. However, UNEF said
its demonstrations would pro-
ceed. The rallies grew out of
high school protests last
month over teacher shortages
and deteriorating school facil-
ities.

Macron has blamed what he
described as “seditious” ul-
tra-left groups for the unrest.
The prominent far-left France
Unbowed party has denied the
allegations.

The measures have drawn
criticism from labour leaders.
Marylise Leon, general secre-
tary of the CFDT, one of
France’s largest trade unions,
argued that restrictions alone
would do little to restore
calm. She called for concrete
government proposals to ad-
dress public anger.

Czech government moves to
cut public media funding

PRAGUE

The Czech Republic’s ruling
coalition moved on Friday to
speed up legislation that
would shift public media
funding into the state budget
and cut the money for the
country’s public broadcasters,
drawing warnings from critics
of a threat to press indepen-
dence.

The proposal would cut
funding for Czech Television
and Czech Radio by approxi-
mately 15%, potentially be-
ginning next year. It would
also abolish the existing li-
cence fee system, under which
households pay 205 crowns
($9.44) a month, replacing it
with direct state-budget fi-
nancing.

The legislation had been
flagged previously but was
unexpectedly brought before
parliament for its first reading
on Friday. In an unusual
move, the lower house voted

to extend the debate into Sat-
urday, as the government
sought to overcome opposi-
tion obstruction. Three parlia-
mentary readings are required
before the legislation can be
passed.

The government is led by
billionaire Andrej Babis and
backed by a pro-Russian far-
right party. Its coalition has
frequently criticised public
and private media outlets that
scrutinise its policies.

Opposition Pirate Party
leader Zdenek Hrib compared
the government’s actions to
Hungary under former prime
minister Viktor Orban, whose

‘ We are seeing here
that Andrej Babis
and his entourage... have
embarked on the
trajectory of installing an
authoritarian regime.”

— Zdenek Hrib, Pirate Party
leader

tenure was marked by dis-
putes over media freedom and
the rule of law.

“We are seeing here that
Andrej Babis and his entou-
rage... have embarked on the
trajectory of installing an au-
thoritarian regime,” Hrib said
during the parliamentary de-
bate.

The government argues that
the reform reflects a broader
European trend away from
fee-funded broadcasting and
that savings are necessary at
the broadcasters. It also main-
tains that editorial coverage
will not be affected.

At Cuba’s special schools, teachers
keep classes going desplte crisis

HAVANA

Yarnelys Bec Abalela was just
3 years old when she came to
the Abel Santamaria School
for the Blind in Havana, with
a congenital cataract threaten-
ing her sight. After finishing
ninth grade, she went on to a
higher-level special education
programme and then came
back to help children with
conditions like her own.

“Thanks to what I learned
at this center, I was able to
become a teacher,” said Bec,
who has worked at Abel San-
tamaria for 21 years and is
now a fifth-grade teacher and
therapist.

Now huge power cuts and
shortages of everything from
spectacles to Braille paper
mean she must face a whole
new set of challenges. Cuba’s
state-run economy, already
inefficient and long plagued
by shortages, has slid this
year into a full-blown crisis in
the wake of tougher sanctions

and a fuel blockade by the ad-
ministration of US President
Donald Trump.

Enrolment at the Abel San-
tamaria school remains at 44,
all of them blind or vision-im-
paired students from Havana.
The school still runs transport
to and from its premises, but
the fuel shortage has forced it
to cut in-person classes to
four days a week. On Fridays,
students work at home on ex-
ercises set by their teachers.

“Receiving instruction from
a family member, at home, is
not the same as in person,
with trained teachers,” said
school director Suramis Ro-

ormorea
l r day: how
long

Havana’s
power cuts
often last

driguez.

In the capital, power cuts
often last more than 18 hours
a day, an added challenge at a
school where lighting is vital
for students with low vision.
During blackouts, teachers
move the children closer to
the windows or take lessons
out to courtyards and corri-
dors to make use of daylight,
Rodriguez said.

Nigeria’s Ebola patient did not travel
to Congo, says Switzerland

DAKAR

The Ebola patient in Nigeria,
the Ugandan-born wife of a
Swiss diplomat based in Abu-
ja, did not travel to the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo,
the Swiss government said on
Friday, contradicting accounts
from Uganda.

Switzerland’s Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs
said the woman, whom it
identified as a Swiss national,
was believed to have caught
Ebola while travelling with
her husband in Uganda, where
the government says there are
no cases.

Ugandan authorities have
said the woman, who fell ill
in Nigeria, had travelled to
eastern Congo, where an Eb-
ola outbreak was declared in
mid-May and has since be-

come the fastest-spreading on
record. Ebola cases have now
been found in four African
countries: Congo, Uganda,
Kenya and Nigeria. The virus
is confirmed to have killed
about 4,700 people, according
to the Africa Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(Africa CDC).

Investigations continue
The World Health Organiza-
tion said investigations were
continuing into the likely
source of the Nigeria patient’s
infection.

Africa CDC is examining
whether the patient may have
come into contact with a case

in Kenya, as both travelled
from Uganda’s Entebbe air-
port on the same day.

Catherine Smallwood, a
WHO Ebola incident manager
in Congo, told a UN briefing
in Geneva by video link on
Friday that WHO staff in
Congo had no information
showing that the Nigeria case
had travelled to Congo.

A link to the Kenya case
was possible, Smallwood said,
but officials would need to
compare the timing with when
the Nigeria patient’s symp-
toms began to tell whether the
infection more likely hap-
pened at the Ugandan airport
or elsewhere.

4

African countries with Ebola cases

~4,700

deaths confirmed, says Africa CDC

TAIWAN TYPHOON EMERGENCY

Diplomats in Brazil weigh quick
recognition of runoff winner

BRASILIA

Foreign diplomats in Brasilia
are discussing quick recogni-
tion of whoever wins Sun-
day’s presidential runoff, four
ambassadors said, in a bid to
head off any attempt from
outside the country to call the
election early for either candi-
date. They have yet to for-
malise a plan, however, and
several missions are still con-
sulting their capitals on how
best to proceed, the sources
said.

Right-wing Senator Flavio
Bolsonaro, the son of former
President Jair Bolsonaro, has
a small but narrowing lead in
the polls over leftist President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Two of the ambassadors
said they were worried that

US President Donald Trump,
or his administration, might
question the result if Lula
wins by a small margin.

“It wouldn’t surprise me if
Trump or (right-wing Argen-
tine President Javier) Milei
declare Bolsonaro the winner
before electoral authorities
do,” said one ambassador,

who feared such a scenario
could trigger a major institu-
tional crisis.

The ambassador, who asked
not to be named because of
the sensitivity of the subject,
said they were not involved in
discussions with other gov-
ernments.

The tribunal did not reply
to a request for comment. One
ambassador said their concern
about Trump followed the US
leader’s comments on recent
elections in Latin America,
including Honduras’ 2025
presidential election. Amid
delays in that vote count,
Trump alleged fraud without
providing evidence and said
there would be “hell to pay” if
Honduras changed prelimi-
nary results that had put his
preferred candidate ahead.

Typhoon Champi batters Taiwan, one dead

YILAN

Nearly all of Taiwan shut
down on Friday as Typhoon
Champi neared the island
with powerful winds and tor-
rential rain that killed one
person, injured 163 others and
forced thousands to leave vul-
nerable areas.

The storm, which had pre-
viously reached super ty-
phoon strength, remained
powerful despite weakening.
Taiwan’s Central Weather Ad-
ministration (CWA) reported
wind gusts of around 191 ki-
lometres per hour near its

centre as it moved approxi-
mately 170 kilometres east of
the island.

Forecasters expected Cham-
pi to pass close to northeast-
ern Taiwan late on Friday be-

‘ If the storm slows

down, the strong
winds will affect Taiwan
for longer.”

- Liu Pei-teng CWA
forecaster

fore turning north towards the
Chinese coast and eventually

moving towards southern Ja-
pan. However, officials
warned that a direct landfall
on Taiwan could not be ruled
out.

“The storm’s wind radius is
quite large, among the bigger
ones in recent years,” Liu
said. “If the storm slows
down, the strong winds will
affect Taiwan for longer.”

Authorities reported that
2,639 people had been evacu-
ated from mountainous areas
as a precaution. Taiwan Pow-
er Company said more than
77,000 homes had lost elec-
tricity, although power had
already been restored to most
affected customers. The re-
ported injury toll was revised
down from 171 to 163.
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Coastal communities re-
ceived mobile phone alerts
warning of gusts exceeding
150 kilometres per hour and
urging residents to seek im-
mediate shelter. Forecasters
also warned that northern
mountainous areas, including
locations around Taipei, could
receive nearly one metre of
rainfall.

In northeastern Yilan coun-
ty, where heavy showers and
strong winds were intensify-
ing, authorities distributed
sandbags and placed amphib-
ious vehicles and inflatable
rescue boats on standby.
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Indian athletes deliver strong Para Games performance

NAGOYA: Indian athletes delivered a strong performance at the Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Para Games on Friday, winning medals across badminton,
archery, athletics and shooting. The day brought gold, silver and bronze medals, along with record-breaking performances and closely fought finals.
The results strengthened India’s campaign as the team continued its effort to finish beyond its previous best medal total at the continental event.

Thulasimathi and Manasi
Secure Doubles Gold
,

Thulasimathi Murugesan
and Manasi Joshi won gold
in the women’s doubles
SL3-SUS category. The In-
dian pair defeated reigning
world champions Yang Qi-
uxia and Xiao Zuxian of
China in straight games,
winning 21-16 and 21-13.
Their victory also avenged
their defeat to the Chinese
duo in the 2025 Asian
Championships final. The
result improved their silver
medal from the previous edi-
tion to gold and added an-
other major achievement to

India’s badminton campaign.
Thulasimathi had earlier
joined Nitesh Kumar in the
mixed doubles SL3-SUS fi-
nal. The Indian pair won the
opening game 21-11 against
Indonesia’s Leani Ratri Ok-
tila and Hikmat Ramdani,
but lost the next two games
19-21 and 14-21. They fin-
ished with silver after a
close contest. Thulasimathi
also earned silver in the
women’s singles SUS final
after losing to China’s Yang
Qiuxia. The report listed the
score as 21-18, 21-11.

India Wins Medals
Across Several Sports

India’s medal-winning effort
extended across several other
events. Sandeep, Haney,
Naveen Sivakumar, Nitesh
Kumar, Harvinder Singh, Vi-
jay Sundi, Mona Agarwal,
Thulasimathi Murugesan and
Manasi Joshi were among the
athletes who won gold. Indian
competitors also collected sil-

ver and bronze medals in ath-
letics, badminton, archery,
swimming and table tennis.

Jehan Madan and Shubham
Wadhwa won bronze in the
men’s doubles MD4 para ta-
ble tennis event. Several Indi-
an athletes finished fourth,
fifth or sixth, narrowly miss-
ing the podium.

NITESH KUMAR
WINS GOLD AGAINST
- PRAMOD BHAGAT

Nitesh Kumar secured gold in the
men’s singles SL4 category, defeating
fellow Indian and two-time Asian Para
Games champion Pramod Bhagat 21-
18, 21-16. The all-Indian final
brought together two Paralympic
champions and ensured India took
both gold and silver in the event.
\ Nitesh’s win added to the coun-
try’s badminton success, while
Pramod’s silver underlined In-
\ dia’s strength in the category.
% Naveen Sivakumar also won
gold in men’s singles SL3, beat-
ing Indonesia’s Fredy Setiawan
21-9, 21-17 in 36 minutes. India
added another silver through
Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan, who lost
12-21, 13-21 to China’s Li Fengmei in
the women’s singles SH6 final.

Para
Badminton
Highlights

Different
Categories

The day’s results showed the range
of events in which Indian players
were competing, from singles to
doubles and across different clas-
sifications. In para badminton,
SL3 is for players with significant
lower-limb impairments who com-
pete on a half court. SL4 is for
players with lower-limb impair-
ments who have better walking
and running balance. SUS5 is for
players with upper-limb impair-
ments, while SH6 is for athletes
with short stature.

Indian Athletes Shine in Para Athletics

Para athletics also contributed to
India’s medal haul. Sandeep won
gold in the men’s 400m T64 final,
setting a new record with a time of
52.28 seconds. Ajay Kumar
claimed bronze in the same event.
Haney won gold in the men’s jav-
elin throw F37/38 category, while
Navdeep Singh secured bronze in
the men’s javelin throw F40/41 fi-
nal with a best effort of 42.55 me-
tres on his second attempt.
Navdeep recorded only two val-
id throws from six attempts, but
his best effort was enough for a
podium finish. Iran’s Beit Sadegh
won gold with a throw of 45.78
metres, while Indonesia’s Ansyari
took silver with a personal best of
43.55 metres. Ravi Rongali, the
other Indian competing in the
event, finished fifth with a best

throw of 31.64 metres.

Sadegh had also recorded the
best throw at the Paralympics but
was disqualified after displaying a

flag, which resulted in Navdeep
being awarded gold at that event.
This time, Navdeep finished third
in a competitive field.

Rakeshbhai Bhatt won bronze in
the men’s 200m T37 final, clock-
ing 23.64 seconds. Saudi Arabia’s
Alnakhli Ali won gold, finishing
0.32 seconds ahead of Bhatt, while
Indonesia’s Saptoyogo Purnomo
secured silver in 23.45 seconds.
The narrow margins reflected the
intensity of the race and gave India
another track medal.

Parmod Bijarnia also took silver
in the men’s 1500m T46, recording
4:09.65 for his second successive
silver at the Asian Para Games.
Nimisha Suresh won silver in the
women’s long jump T47, and Hi-
manshu Nandal added a bronze in
para swimming.

Harvinder and Vijay
Win Recurve Gold

India celebrated a major achievement in para ar-
chery, where Harvinder Singh and debutant Vijay
Sundi won gold in the men’s recurve doubles
event. They defeated China’s Yun Duo and Zhao
Lixue 5-1. The opening set ended level after both
teams scored 35, but the Indian pair took control
in the next two sets, winning 37-36 and 38-36.
Their composed performance secured the title and
added another gold to India’s tally.

Earlier, Bhawna and Pooja Choudhary had
earned India’s first-ever medal in the women’s re-
curve doubles event at the Asian Para Games. The
duo took silver after losing 0-6 to China in the fi-
nal, with scores of 31-38, 30-35 and 29-39 across
the three sets.

Harvinder Adds Another
Milestone to His Career

Harvinder’s gold was another milestone in a ca-
reer that has brought historic results for Indian
archery.

He lost the use of his legs following complica-
tions from dengue treatment and was inspired by
the 2012 London Paralympics to take up the sport.
He made his international debut at the 2017 Para
Archery World Championship, where he finished
seventh, before winning gold at the 2018 Para
Asian Games.

He later became India’s first Paralympic archery
medallist with bronze at Tokyo and won gold at
the Paris Paralympics. He received the Padma

India Targets MONA

Its Best-Ever
Medal Tally

The overall medal figures changed
across reports published at different
points on Friday. One report placed
India fourth with 103 medals, in-
cluding 27 gold, 33 silver and 43
bronze, while another listed 104
medals, made up of 27 gold, 34 sil-
ver and 43 bronze. A later report
gave India 106 medals, including 28
gold, 34 silver and 44 bronze. An-
other report on the badminton re-
sults recorded 27 gold, 34 silver and
43 bronze, taking the total to 104.
These figures reflect different re-
porting updates and should be read

AGARWALWINS

Shooting provided another standout performance
through Mona Agarwal, who won two gold med-
als and set records. She opened her campaign with
gold in the women’s 10m air rifle standing SH1
event, scoring 250.0 points to establish a Games
record. She edged fellow Indian Avani Lekhara
by 0.4 points, giving India a one-two finish.
“ Mona made a strong comeback in the final,
climbing from sixth place to claim the title, while
two-time Paralympic champion Avani took silver.
Mona won her second gold on Friday in the
women’s 50m rifle 3 Positions SH1 final, record-
- ing a world-record score of 357.5 points. The re-
sult placed her 3.8 points ahead of China’s Cuip-
ing Zhang, who took silver. Mona’s score sur-
= | passed the previous world record of 356, set by
& Sweden’s Anna Benson in July 2026.
-~ Avani, the other Indian in the final, finished
fourth after losing ground in the standing series,
despite being among the top two after the prone
position. Mona’s double gold further strengthened
her position among India’s leading para-shooters.

Shri in 2025. His partnership with Vijay added
another important chapter to his sporting journey.

Nishad Kumar Also
Claims Two Gold Medals

Nishad Kumar and Mona Agarwal were named
India’s flag bearers for the closing ceremony
scheduled for Saturday. Both athletes won two
gold medals during the Games. Nishad excelled
in para-athletics, winning the men’s long jump
T47 with a best effort of 7.11 metres despite
making his international debut in the discipline.
He followed it with gold in the men’s high
jump T47, clearing 2.04 metres to set a new
Games record. He became only the third Indian
to win two gold medals in one edition of the
Asian Para Games, joining para-runner Ankur
Dhama and armless archer Sheetal Devi.

in that context. China was reported
to be leading the standings with 354
medals in one update.

India entered the Aichi-Nagoya

ANAHAT SINGH FIGHTS BACK

Harmeet and Yashaswini

Games after its best-ever Asian Para

Games campaign in Hangzhou in
2023. The Indian contingent won
111 medals there, comprising 29
gold, 31 silver and 51 bronze, and
finished fifth overall. With compe-
tition continuing in Japan, the team
aimed to go beyond its previous
best total.

Friday’s results showed India’s
strength across several para-sports
and highlighted both experienced
champions and athletes making their
mark on the continental stage. Ni-
tesh’s victory over Pramod gave
India the top two places in men’s
singles SL4, while Naveen’s win in
SL3 strengthened the badminton
tally. Thulasimathi and Manasi’s
doubles gold came against the
reigning world champions, and their
result showed how Indian players
could respond after earlier setbacks.

In archery, Harvinder and Vijay
recovered from a tied opening set to
win the final, while Mona’s shoot-
ing victories included a Games re-
cord and a world record. As the
closing ceremony approached, In-
dia’s athletes strengthened the coun-
try’s para-sport campaign with med-
als, records and memorable perfor-
mances.

TO REACH SEMIFINALS

REDWOOD CITY

Indian squash player Anahat Singh contin-
ued her impressive run at the Silicon Val-
ley Open in the United States by defeating
Egypt’s Salma Hany in a thrilling five-
game quarterfinal on Friday.

The 18-year-old secured a 3-2 victory to
enter the semifinals after an earlier upset
against world number three Nour El
Sherbini.

Anahat Makes Strong Comeback
Anahat, who defeated El Sherbini | _*
on Thursday to reach the quarterfi- §&
nals, faced another tough challenge
against sixth-seeded Hany, ranked
14th in the world. The Indian started
poorly, losing the opening game 4-11.
However, she responded strongly in the
second game, winning 11-8 to level
the contest.

Hany regained the lead by taking the
third game 11-4, putting Anahat under
pressure. The young Indian then pro-
duced an impressive comeback,
dominating the fourth

game 11-2 before seal- .~ / /._

ing the match with an
1125 victory in the fifth < 1

game. Her fighting performance helped her
win the closely contested match 3-2.
Speaking after the victory, Anahat said
she had never played Hany before and was
unsure what to expect. She acknowledged
that the opening game was difficult but
remained determined to fight until the end,
regardless of the result. She described the
contest as a roller-coaster and expressed
happiness at reaching the semifinals.

Tough Semifinal Challenge Ahead
Anahat will next face Malaysia’s Siv-
ga asangari Subramaniam, the tourna-
ment’s third seed. Subramaniam
recently defeated the Indian 11-4,
>, 11-4, 11-7 in the Asian Games gold
3 medal match at Aichi-Nagoya.
) Anahat, who won two medals at
the Asian Games, will now have
another opportunity to challenge
the Malaysian player. Her victo-
ries over two experienced Egyp-
tian opponents highlight her grow-
ing confidence and competitive
spirit. With a semifinal place se-
cured, Anahat will aim to contin-
ue her strong performance and
overcome her recent setback

against Subramaniam.

secure historic Asian medal

TASHKENT

India’s Harmeet Desai and
Yashaswini Ghorpade assured
the country of a historic med-
al in mixed doubles at the
Asian Table Tennis Champi-
onships on Friday.

The Indian pair reached the
semifinals after defeating
South Korea’s Park Ganghy-
eon and Lee Daeun 3-2 in the
quarterfinals.

Their achievement marked
the first time in 72 years that
India had secured a mixed
doubles medal at the conti-
nental championships. India
last won a medal in the event
in 1954. By reaching the
semifinals, Harmeet and Ya-
shaswini guaranteed them-
selves at least a bronze medal,
marking a significant moment
for Indian table tennis.

The pair will now face Ja-
pan’s Sora Matsushima and
Miwa Harimoto in the semifi-
nals, with a place in the final

WTT STAR
CHENNAI 2025

mixed doubles and men’s
doubles events. India reached
the round of 16 in the team
competition before losing to
South Korea. In mixed dou-
bles, Harmeet and Yashaswini
reached the quarterfinals but
lost to China’s Lin Shidong
and Kuai Man.

Yashaswini also exited the
women’s singles in the third
round against Japan’s Miwa
Harimoto. She and Diya Chi-
tale reached the women’s
doubles quarterfinals but lost
0-3 to China’s Fan Shuhan
and Chen Yi.

at stake. Their performance
has raised hopes of another
strong result for India at the
tournament.

However, another Indian
mixed doubles pair, Payas
Jain and Syndrela Das,
missed the opportunity to se-
cure a medal. They lost 0-3 to
China’s Yi Chen and Huang
Youzheng in their quarterfinal
match.

Harmeet and Yashaswini
recently competed at the
Asian Games but returned
without medals. Harmeet par-
ticipated in the men’s team,
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