
NEW DELHI 

The Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday released 
draft electoral rolls for 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Kerala as part of the on-
going Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR), revealing 
large-scale deletions in 
both states. In Madhya 
Pradesh ,  42 ,74 ,160 
names were removed, 
bringing the total number 
o f  vo te r s  down to 

5,31,31,983 as of Decem-
ber. Joint Chief Electoral 
Officer Ram Pratap Singh 
Jadon said the deletions 
included over 8.46 lakh 
deceased voters, 8.42 
lakh electors who were 
untraceable, and nearly 

22.78 lakh individuals 
who had shifted their 
place of residence. The 
revision also led to the 
removal of about 2.76 
lakh duplicate entries and 
nearly 29,900 names un-
der miscellaneous catego-
ries. In Kerala, more than 
24 lakh names were de-
leted following the enu-
meration stage of the 
SIR. The draft rolls now 
list 2,54,42,352 voters, 
down from 2,78,50,855 

earlier. According to 
Chief Electoral Officer 
Rathan U. Kelkar, the de-
letions include over 6.49 
lakh deceased voters, 
6.45 lakh untraceable 
electors, and 8.16 lakh 
voters who had perma-
nently relocated. Dupli-
cate and miscellaneous 
entries were also re-
moved. Objections can be 
filed until January 22, 
with final rolls due on 
February 21.

Nearly 43 lakh voters removed in 
MP, 24 lakh deletions in Kerala 
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The Truth Speaks

VHP, BAJRANG DAL 
protest near B’desh High 

Commission turns chaotic
Protests by VHP and Bajrang Dal over a Hindu man’s lynching in 

Bangladesh triggered clashes with Delhi Police
NEW DELHI

 
Chaos unfolded outside 
the Bangladesh High 
Commission in New Del-
hi on Tuesday when hun-
dreds of protesters linked 
to the Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad (VHP) and Bajrang 
Dal clashed with the po-
lice while protesting the 
lynching of a Hindu man 
in Bangladesh.

Waving saffron flags 
and raising slogans, the 
demonstrators attempted 
to march towards the 
h i g h  c o m m i s s i o n , 
breaching several barri-
cades despite tight secu-
rity arrangements. Antic-
ipating the protest call 
given by the VHP, au-
thorities had reinforced 
security in the high-secu-
rity zone from early 
morning.

Police officials said ex-
tensive precautions were 
taken, including the de-
ployment  of  near ly 
15,000 personnel and the 
establishment of three 
layers of security to pre-
vent protesters from 
reaching the diplomatic 
premises. 

According to an officer, 
the crowd was stopped 
around 800 metres away 
from the Bangladesh 
High Commission.

As part of crowd-con-

trol measures, Delhi 
Transport Corporation 
(DTC) buses were sta-
tioned on key roads to 
block the movement of 
protesters. Despite this, 
tensions remained high 
as demonstrators waved 
banners and placards 
condemning the Bangla-
desh government. One 
placard read, “Hindu rakt 
ki ek ek boond ka hisaab 
chahiye” (“Each drop of 
Hindu blood must be ac-
counted for”).

T h e  p r o t e s t  w a s 
sparked by the killing of 
25-year-old Dipu Chan-
dra Das, a garment facto-
ry worker, who was 
lynched on December 18 
in Baluka, Mymensingh, 
Bangladesh. Police said 
Das was first assaulted by 

a mob outside the factory 
and later hanged from a 
tree. His body was report-
edly left near the Dhaka–
Mymensingh Highway 
and later set on fire. Pro-

testers demanded strict 
action against those re-
sponsible for the killing, 
urging both the Indian 
and Bangladesh govern-
ments to ensure justice.

Hundreds of supporters of a pro-Hindutva 
outfit, protesting the alleged attack on minori-
ties in the neighbouring nation, tried to march 
to the Bangladesh Deputy High Commission 
here on Tuesday afternoon and clashed with 

the police when they were stopped by the 
personnel in uniform. Police resorted to baton 

charge to disperse the protestors after they 
breached barricades, both human and iron 

guard rails, in their attempts to move closer to 
the Deputy High Commission office at Beck-

bagan in central Kolkata.

Anti-B’desh protests erupt 
near Deputy High Commission

Vijay Hazare Trophy matches 
in CoE, not Chinnaswamy 

BENGALURU 
 

Cricket fans in Bengal-
uru are set for disap-
pointment as Vijay 
Hazare Trophy matches 
will not be held at the 
iconic M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium after authori-
ties denied permission 
to use the venue. As a 
result, all scheduled 
matches,  including 
those featuring former 
India captain Virat 
Kohli, have been shift-
ed to the BCCI Centre 
of Excellence (CoE) on 
the outskirts of the city, 
near Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport.

The tournament will 
begin on December 24, 
with Delhi taking on 
Andhra Pradesh in the 
opening match. The 
fixture is significant as 
it will see star players 
Virat Kohli and Rish-
abh Pant in action. Del-
hi are competing in 
Elite Group D and will 
also face Gujarat in 
subsequent matches at 
the new venue.

The Karnataka State 
Cricket Association 
(KSCA) had sought ap-
proval from the state 
government to host the 
Vijay Hazare Trophy 
matches at the Chinnas-
wamy Stadium without 
spectators. Following this 
request, a committee 

headed by Greater 
Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) 
Chief Com-
missioner M. 
Maheshwar 
R a o  w a s 
formed to as-
sess the feasibili-
ty  o f  ho ld ing 
matches behind closed 
doors.

Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah said 
a committee constituted 
by the Home Minister 
would examine the is-
sue and take a decision 

based on its recommen-
dations.  Karnataka 
Home Minister  G. 
Parameshwara con-
firmed that the commit-
tee was set up to review 
permissions related to 
conduct ing cr icket 
matches at the stadium.

Major cricket events 
at the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium have remained 
suspended since a trag-

ic stampede oc-
curred outside 

t h e  v e n u e 
during Royal 
Challengers 
Bengaluru’s 
IPL victory 

celebrations 
o n  J u n e  4 , 

which claimed 11 
lives. The incident has 
led to stricter scrutiny 
over safety and permis-
sions for events at the 
stadium, resulting in 
the relocation of the 
Vijay Hazare Trophy 
matches.

There is a committee 
constituted by the 
home minister which 
will look into it. 
Everything will be done 
as per the 
recommendations of 
the committee.
—Siddaramaiah, K’taka CM

Delhi 
is scheduled 

to play Andhra 
Pradesh on Decem-
ber 24 at the BCCI 

Centre of Excellence 
on the outskirts of 

Bengaluru

Kuldeep Sengar 
granted bail in 

2017 Unnao 
rape case

NEW DELHI 
 

The Delhi High Court on Tues-
day granted bail to former BJP 
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar in 
the 2017 Unnao rape case, sus-
pending his life imprisonment 
sentence while his appeal re-
mains pending. However, the 
relief does not result in his im-
mediate re-
lease, as Sen-
gar continues 
to be lodged in 
prison while 
serving a sepa-
rate 10-year 
sentence in a 
culpable homicide case linked 
to the death of the rape survi-
vor’s father. The court sus-
pended Sengar’s life sentence 
in the rape case and directed 
his release on a personal bond 
of ₹15 lakh, along with three 
sureties of the same amount. 
The suspension will remain 
effective until the disposal of 
his appeal. While allowing 
bail, the High Court imposed 
strict conditions. Sengar has 
been prohibited from entering 
within a five-kilometre radius 
of the survivor’s residence and 
has been instructed to stay in 
Delhi throughout the appeal 
proceedings. He has also been 
directed not to threaten or con-
tact the survivor or her mother, 
to surrender his passport to the 
trial court, and to report to the 
local police station every 
Monday at 10 am.

NEW DELHI 
 

Union Minister for Heavy In-
dustries and Steel H.D. Ku-
maraswamy has urged Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw to introduce a Vande 
Bharat Express service link-
ing Bengaluru with 
Karnataka’s coastal 
districts to improve 
connectivity and 
boost regional devel-
opment.

In a letter to the 
Railway Minister, 
Kumaraswamy pro-
posed a high-speed Vande 
Bharat train operating from 
Bengaluru via Hassan, Manga-
luru Junction, Udupi and Kar-
war, extending up to Madgaon 
in Goa. He said such a service 
would significantly benefit 
residents of the coastal region 
and align with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of 
modern, efficient rail travel.

Kumaraswamy pointed out 
that electrification work along 
this route, including the West-

ern Ghats section, has been 
successfully completed, mak-
ing the corridor fully ready 
for fast train operations. He 
noted that the proposed ser-
vice would greatly enhance 
tourism, ease travel for pil-
grims visiting coastal reli-

gious centres, and 
benefit students and 
professionals who 
frequently commute 
along this route.

Highlighting Ben-
galuru’s status as In-
dia’s IT capital and 
Mangaluru’s impor-

tance as a port city, Kumaras-
wamy said direct and rapid 
rail connectivity between 
Bengaluru, coastal Karnata-
ka’s commercial hubs, ports, 
tourist destinations and Goa 
would further energise eco-
nomic activity. He added that 
the service would meet grow-
ing passenger demand, pro-
mote tourism, create employ-
ment opportunit ies and 
strengthen inter-state rail con-
nectivity.

HDK requests Vande Bharat 
link to Coastal Karnataka

BENGALURU
 

A woman was shot dead by her husband follow-
ing a heated argument near a hotel in Basavesh-
waranagar on Tuesday evening. The victim, who 
sustained critical gunshot injuries, was rushed to 
a hospital but succumbed during treatment. The 
accused has been identified as Balamurugan, 
while the deceased is Bhuvaneshwari. Soon after 
receiving information, Magadi Road police 
rushed to the spot and began an investigation. 
The couple are natives of Salem district in Tam-
il Nadu. Balamurugan had been working in a 
software company but had recently resigned 
from his job. Bhuvaneshwari was employed with 
a bank. Police suspect that the murder was com-
mitted due to the husband’s suspicion about his 
wife. According to the police, a divorce case be-
tween the couple was being heard in court. On 
the day of the incident, both had attended the 
court hearing and left the premises together. 
During this time, an argument reportedly esca-
lated, following which Balamurugan allegedly 
pulled out a gun and fired at his wife.

Bhuvaneshwari was immediately shifted to a 
hospital, where she later died. After the shooting, 
the accused reportedly went to a police station 
and surrendered. Police have also expressed sus-
picion that the pistol used in the crime may have 
been procured illegally.

 Further investigation is underway.

Man shoots wife after 
argument, woman dies



ibcworldnews.comSATURDAY   OCTOBER 18, 2025
DISTRICT2

ibcworldnews.comWEDNESDAY   DECEMBER 24, 2025, MANGALURU

2

Ambulance Stolen from 
Gundya Check Post; 
Accused Arrested, 
Vehicle Recovered

UPPINANGADY

The Uppinangady police have 
arrested a youth in connection 
with the theft of an ambu-
lance that was parked near  
the Gundya check post and 
have recovered the stolen  
vehicle.

According to the complaint 
filed by Suresh (46), a resi-
dent of Shiradi in Kadaba 
taluk, he was working as the 
driver of an ambulance bear-
ing registration number KA-
19-C-7557. As part of his 
routine, he would park the 
ambulance at the Gundya 
check post every night after 
duty, lock it, and return 
home. On the night of De-
cember 19, the vehicle  
was similarly parked. Antic-
ipating emergency calls relat-
ed to accidents, the com-
plainant had reportedly kept 
the ambulance key inside the 
vehicle to facilitate the use  
of a substitute driver, if  
required.

However, on the morning 
of December 20, when he re-
turned to the spot, the ambu-
lance was found missing. Fol-

lowing the complaint, a case 
was registered at the Up-
pinangady police station un-
der Crime No. 117/2025, in-
voking Section 303(2) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), 2023, and an investi-
gation was taken up.

During the course of the in-
vestigation, with the assis-
tance of the Hassan district 
police, the accused — identi-
fied as Shodan (22), a resident 
of Karkala in Udupi district 
— was traced and taken into 
custody in Hassan on Decem-
ber 20. He was subsequently 
interrogated and produced be-
fore a competent court.

The police also recovered 
the stolen ambulance as part 
of the operation. Further in-
vestigation into the case is 
under way, officials said.

‘Neravu’ Aid Programme on Dec 25 to Support 
4,000 Families Across Coastal, Malnad Regions
MANGALURU

The Asha Prakash Shetty Sa-
haya Hasta Scheme will orga-
nise its annual ‘Neravu’ aid 
distribution programme on 
December 25 at Gold Finch 
City, Mangaluru, providing 
financial assistance of over 
₹9.5 crore to nearly 4,000 
families and more than 100 
organisations.

MRG Group Chairman Dr. 
K. Prakash Shetty said the ini-
tiative, held every year on 
December 25, has grown 
steadily in scale and impact. 
“Feedback from beneficiaries 

shows that even small assis-
tance has brought significant 
positive change,” he said.

A major share of the funds 
has been earmarked for med-
ical assistance, especially for 
patients requiring continuous 
treatment such as dialysis. 
Support is also being extend-
ed for education, disability 
aids, housing, and encourage-
ment of achievers in sports, 
culture and academics. Fami-
lies awaiting house comple-
tion have been selected after 
assessing their emotional and 
financial condition.

The scheme follows a need-

based approach, cutting 
across caste, religion and so-
cial divisions. Persons with 
disabilities, single-parent 
families, students needing ed-
ucational support, and indi-
viduals undergoing long-term 

treatment are among the ben-
eficiaries. Assistance is pro-
vided directly to beneficiaries’ 
bank accounts through DBT 
or, in some cases, by cheque.

From an initial ₹1.25 crore 
disbursed to 28 organisations 
in its first year, the scheme 
has expanded significantly. 
Last year, ₹6 crore was dis-
tributed to 3,000 families. 
This year’s outreach has wid-
ened beyond Dakshina Kan-
nada, Udupi and Kasaragod 
districts to include Shivamog-
ga, Chikkamagaluru and parts 
of Uttara Kannada.

The scheme has also sup-

ported construction of school 
toilets, appointment of teach-
ers in government-aided 
schools facing staff shortages, 
and provision of assistive de-
vices to persons with disabil-
ities, improving mobility and 
quality of life. Several benefi-
ciaries under the education 
and sports categories have 
successfully completed stud-
ies or progressed in their re-
spective fields.

Assembly Speaker U.T. 
Khader, film producer Ashwi-
ni Puneeth Rajkumar and oth-
er dignitaries will participate 
in the programme.

Karnataka Confirms Illegal Forest 
Use in Yettinahole Water Project

MANGALURU/HASSAN 

The Karnataka government 
has acknowledged that part 
of the controversial Yettina-
hole drinking water project 
in Hassan district involved 
unauthorised use of forest 
land, a development likely to 
reignite local concerns over 
ecological impact.

In a report submitted to the 
Union environment ministry, 
state authorities admitted that 
approximately 107 hectares 
of forest land were utilised in 
the initial stages of the proj-
ect without obtaining the 
mandatory central forest 
clearances required under 
law. This admission comes 
amid sustained opposition 
from environmentalists and 
community groups who have 
long criticised the project for 
proceeding without adequate 

environmental safeguard.
The Yettinahole project — 

intended to divert water from 
west-flowing streams to 
serve drought-prone districts 
including Bengaluru Rural, 
Kolar and Tumakuru — has 
been mired in controversy for 
years. Critics argue that con-
struction work within the 
Western Ghats has damaged 
sensitive forest ecosystems, 
and that clearances should 
have been obtained before 
any work began. Independent 
environmental reporting sug-
gests that large tracts of for-
est may have been cleared 
without  pr ior  approval  
from the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate 
Change. 

Under the Forest (Conser-
vation) Act, state projects 
must secure central govern-
ment permission to convert 

forest land for non-forest use. 
The state’s admission could 
have implications for the 
project’s future phases, par-
ticularly as key canal works 
and land diversion remain 
under scrutiny. Activists in 
the region say they hope this 
transparency will prompt 
tighter enforcement of envi-
ronmental norms and greater 
involvement of local commu-
nities in decision-making. 
Representatives of local con-
servation groups noted that 
forest clearance issues also 
tie into broader concerns 
about biodiversity loss and 
watershed health in coastal 
and Malnad regions. They 
have reiterated calls for com-
prehensive environmental 
impact assessments and full 
compliance with legal re-
quirements before any fur-
ther expansion of the project.

Six-Month Salary Delay 
Forces Contract Doctor to 
Quit PHC in Sullia Taluk

GUTTIGARU (SULLIA)
 

A contract medical officer 
serving at the Kollamogru 
Primary Health Centre in Sul-
lia taluk has resigned after not 
being paid his salary for the 
last six months.

Dr. Kuldeep M.D., who had 
been working as the medical 
officer at the Kollamogru 
PHC for over two-and-a-half 
years, submitted his resigna-
tion to the District Health and 
Family Welfare Officer, citing 
financial distress caused by 
the prolonged delay in salary 
payments.

Sources said Dr. Kuldeep 
decided to step down after re-
peated follow-ups failed to 
resolve the issue.  The 
non-payment of salary had 
begun to affect his personal 

and family life, forcing him to 
take the decision, he said in 
his resignation letter.

The incident has once again 
drawn attention to the issue of 
pending salaries for contract 
doctors across Karnataka. 
Several primary health cen-
tres in the district rely heavily 
on contractual medical pro-
fessionals, particularly in ru-
ral and interior areas. Delays 
in salary disbursement, doc-
tors say, not only cause per-
sonal hardship but also impact 
morale and continuity of 
healthcare services.

Opposition parties have 
criticised the state govern-
ment over recurring delays in 
payment to contractual staff, 
urging immediate corrective 
measures to prevent further 
resignations.

Honouring Civic Workers Is a Sacred 
Duty, Says MLC Dr. Manjunath Bhandari

KARKALA

Civic workers play an indis-
pensable role in urban gover-
nance, and acknowledging 
their service is a noble act, 
said Karnataka Legislative 
Council member Dr. Manju-
nath Bhandari during a felici-
tation event here today. 

Speaking at a public recog-
nition programme organised 
by the Karkala Urban Local 
Body, Dr. Bhandari empha-
sised that while municipal 
workers are integral to the 
functioning of city adminis-
trations, they often do not re-
ceive the recognition and dig-
nity they deserve. “Celebrat-
ing and honouring civic work-
ers is among the most sacred 

duties in public life,” he said, 
commending their dedication 
and commitment. 

The event saw the joint fe-
licitation of all 48 civic work-
ers, municipal employees and 
former council presidents of 
the Karkala Town Council. 
Dr. Bhandari paid tribute to 
their service and highlighted 
the importance of recognising 
contributions across all levels 
of local governance. 

Former council head Shub-
had Rao, who completed three 
terms — spanning 18 years — 
as a member, was also hon-
oured during the ceremony. 
Dr. Bhandari and other digni-
taries acknowledged Rao’s 
long-standing public service 
and presented mementos in 

appreciation of his work. 
In addition, outstanding 

achievers from the communi-
ty were recognised, including 
Shagun Verma Hegde, captain 
of the India Under-15 volley-
ball team, who was felicitated 
for her performance at the 
World Championships in  
China. 

The programme was attend-
ed by local leaders including 
senior Congress representative 
Muniyalu Udaykumar Shetty, 
college heads, trustees and 
community representatives. 
Dr. Bhandari reiterated the im-
portance of integrating grati-
tude and respect into the cul-
ture of civic administration, 
urging continued support for 
those serving in public roles. 

21st Kannada Literary 
Conference to Be Held in 
Karkala on December 28

KARKALA

The 21st Kannada Literary 
Conference of Karkala taluk 
is scheduled to take place on 
December 28 at the Creative 
Education Institute, with not-
ed writer and journalist Va-
sudev Bhat Siddapur presid-
ing over the event, Karkala 
Kannada Sahitya Parishat 
president Prabhakar Shetty 
Kondalli said on Sunday. Ad-
dressing a press briefing at 
the Karkala Patrika Bhavana, 
Mr. Shetty released the invita-
tion card for the conference 
and outlined the day’s pro-
gramme. The event will begin 
at 8:00 a.m. with a ceremoni-
al flag hoisting of the national 
flag by Creative Education 
co-founder Ganapati Bhat, 
followed by the hoisting of 
the Kannada Sahitya Parishat 
flag by Mr. Shetty.  

Sunita Poojari, president of 
Hirgana Gram Panchayat, will 
be present at the event. Kan-
nada lecturers Shivakumar 
and Sunil Shetty will coordi-
nate the programme, with 
Nagesh Nalluru serving as the 
master of ceremonies. 

The programme will feature 
a grand procession from the 

Creative College Book House 
to the conference venue, 
showcasing a cultural tableau 
with participation from local 
cultural troupes, Scouts and 
Guides, Bharath Seva Dal, 
students, as well as folk per-
formance groups from the re-
gion. Vijay Shetty, president 
of Yaksha Kala Rang Karkala, 
will inaugurate the parade. 

The formal inauguration at 
10:00 a.m. will be presided 
over by Karkala MLA Sunil 
Kumar, followed by the re-
lease of two literary works: 
Nannolagina Naanu by Dr. 
Malathi G. Prabhu and Ma-
nadaalada Muttugalu by R. 
Ramesh Prabhu. Cultural per-
formances and panel discus-
sions will include literary ses-
sions for students, book-lov-
ers and established writers. 

The closing ceremony in 
the afternoon will honour 
achievers from various fields. 
Literary enthusiasts, poets, 
young writers and students 
from schools and colleges 
across the region are expected 
to participate in what organ-
isers described as a vibrant 
and meaningful celebration  
of Kannada language and  
literature. 

Fishing Boat Capsizes Near 
Murudeshwar; Seven Fishermen Rescued

MURUDESHWAR

A fishing boat that had ven-
tured into the Arabian Sea 
from the Murudeshwar fishing 
harbour capsized near the coast 
in the early hours of Saturday, 
triggering a swift rescue oper-
ation in which seven fishermen 
were saved, officials said.

The fishing vessel, named 
‘Maisha-2’, had set out to sea 
late Friday night for routine 
fishing activity. According to 
preliminary information, the 
boat encountered rough sea 
conditions near Murudeshwar 
in Uttara Kannada district and 
capsized in the early morning 
hours, forcing the crew into 
the water.

Local fishermen who were 
operating in the vicinity noticed 
the incident and immediately 

rushed to the spot. With the as-
sistance of nearby boats, all 
seven fishermen onboard Mai-
sha-2 were rescued safely and 
brought back to shore. No casu-
alties were reported, police said.

Officials from the fisheries 
department and coastal securi-
ty units reached the harbour 
soon after receiving informa-
tion about the incident. The 
rescued fishermen were pro-
vided first aid and later dis-
charged, as none of them sus-
tained serious injuries.

Preliminary investigations 
suggest that strong currents 

and high waves may have 
caused the boat to lose bal-
ance, leading to the mishap. 
However, authorities said a 
detailed inquiry would be con-
ducted to ascertain whether 
technical issues or overloading 
contributed to the accident.

The capsized vessel has not 
yet been retrieved, and efforts 
are under way to assess the ex-
tent of damage. Fisheries de-
partment officials said mea-
sures would be taken to either 
tow the boat back to the har-
bour or salvage it once sea 
conditions improve.

CNC Leads Campaign to Include Kodava Takk in 
Eighth Schedule of Constitution: N.U. Nachappa

MADIKERI

The Kodava National Council 
(CNC) has reiterated its 
long-standing demand for the 
inclusion of Kodava Takk 
(Kodava language) in the 
Eighth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution, stating that the 
organisation has been the 
principal force behind con-
ceptualising, advocating and 
sustaining the movement for 
constitutional recognition of 
the language.

CNC president N.U. Na-
chappa said the demand to 
include Kodava Takk in the 
Eighth Schedule was first ar-
ticulated, formalised and con-
sistently pursued by the CNC 
through satyagrahas, petitions 
and memoranda submitted to 

both the Union and Karnataka 
governments. During the or-
ganisation’s second ‘Delhi 
Chalo’ rally in November 
2000, memoranda were sub-
mitted to the then President, 
Prime Minister, Union Home 
Minister and the Ministry of 
Human Resource Develop-
ment, seeking constitutional 
status for the language.

Nachappa said Kodava 
Takk, the mother tongue of 
the indigenous, mono-ethnic, 
animistic Kodava community, 
possesses ancient roots, rich 
oral and literary traditions, 
and distinct linguistic charac-
teristics that qualify it for in-
clusion in the Eighth Sched-
ule. The demand forms part of 
CNC’s broader charter of 

rights, which also includes the 
demand for Kodavaland geo-
graphical-political autonomy.

He welcomed the Karnata-
ka government led by Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah for 
initiating steps to recommend 
the inclusion of Kodava Takk, 
Tulu and Banjara in the 
Eighth Schedule. He noted 
that the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment had already addressed a 
long-pending CNC demand in 
2023 by officially recognising 
the classical community no-
menclature as “Kodava”.

The CNC expressed grati-
tude to Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, AICC leader B.K. 
Hariprasad and MLA A.S. 
Ponnanna for their efforts in 
addressing Kodava communi-
ty concerns.

Udupi DC Directs 
Preparations for Grand 

Cultural Festival in January

UDUPI
 

Preparations are underway 
for a major cultural festi-
val in Udupi city in the 
second week of January, 
with Deputy Commission-
er Swaroopa T.K. urging 
officials to complete all 
essential arrangements 
well in advance to ensure 
a vibrant celebration.

At a meeting held at the 
District Administrative 
Complex in Manipal today 
the DC stressed the need 
for comprehensive plan-
ning to showcase the rich 
cultural heritage of the re-
gion and involve people 
from all walks of life. She 
directed officers to devel-
op a well-structured pro-
g r a m m e  t h a t  w o u l d  
feature a diverse range of 
cultural activities and  
welcome residents, visi-
tors and art enthusiasts 
alike. 

In her address, Swaroo-
pa highlighted the impor-
tance of enhancing the 
festive atmosphere in the 
city by illuminating major 
roads and public spaces 
with decorative lighting, 

and seeking sponsorships 
to support these efforts. 
She also underscored the 
need to actively engage 
the youth and local artists, 
giving them an opportuni-
ty to display their talents 
on a public platform. 

The proposed festival is 
expected to include semi-
nars, theatre shows, music 
and dance performances, 
and other cultural pro-
grammes at multiple ven-
ues across the district. 
Collaboration with local 
organisations, institutions 
and volunteers was em-
phasised as critical to the 
success of the event, the 
DC said. 

Officials present at  
the meeting included Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
s ioner  Abid  Gadyal ,  
Deputy Superintendent of 
Po l ice  Prabhu  D.T. ,  
Municipal Commissioner 
Mahantesh Hangargi and 
other senior district offi-
cers. The festival is antic-
ipated to draw significant 
public interest and con-
tribute to the cultural vi-
brancy of Udupi in the 
new year.

DISTRICT
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Vishwa Hindu Parishat Denounces 
Attack on Hindus in Bangladesh

MANGALORE
 

The Vishwa Hindu Parishat 
(VHP) has issued a strong de-
nunciation of the murder of 
Deepu Chandra Das, a Hindu 
youth from Maimensingh, 
Bangladesh. The organiza-
tion’s Karnataka president, 
Sharan Pumpwell, expressed 

grave concern over the con-
tinuous violence faced by 
Hindus in Bangladesh, calling 
it a reflection of increasing 
radicalism and intolerance.

"This brutal attack is not 
isolated. It's part of a larger 
oppressive atmosphere facing 
Hindus and Sikhs in the re-
gion," Pumpwell stated, urg-

ing the Indian government to 
take proactive measures to 
safeguard minorities. He 
pointed out the alarming trend 
of silence from international 
human rights platforms and 
media regarding such inci-
dents, which have significant-
ly escalated over the past 
year.

The VHP is mobilizing pro-
tests at local offices to de-
mand accountability and 
highlight the plight of Hindus 
facing persecution in Bangla-
desh. The organization seeks 
to prompt governmental and 
international intervention to 
protect these communities 
from ongoing violence.

Vitla Police Uncover Passport 
Fraud Involving Local Resident

VITLA 
 

Vitla In a crackdown on cor-
ruption, Vitla Police have reg-
istered a case against an indi-
vidual named Shakti Das, 
who applied for a passport in 
February 2025. The investiga-
tion revealed serious discrep-
ancies in the verification pro-
cess as the applicant's address 
did not match the records.

During the verification of 
Shakti Das's passport applica-
tion, it came to light that he 
resubmitted a fresh applica-
tion in June 2025 after an ini-
tial referral was made due to 
the address issues. However, 
in a shocking turn of events, it 
was discovered that an al-
leged police officer named 

Pradeep had prepared a fraud-
ulent report in the name of 
beat staff Sabu Mirji, forging 
his signature to secure a rec-
ommendation from higher 
authorities without their 
knowledge.

The malpractice was ex-
posed when examining the 
documents on December 19, 
2025. Authorities found that 
Pradeep, along with others, 
had destroyed relevant evi-
dence to prevent any trace of 
their misconduct. This led to 
the issuance of a passport and 
police clearance certificate to 
Shakti Das, undermining the 
integrity of the passport issu-
ance process.

In light of these findings, a 
case has been registered 

against Pradeep and Shakti 
Das under various sections of 
the law, including Section 
336, 337, 316(5), and 238 
BNS 2023. Pradeep has been 
taken into custody and pre-
sented before the honorable 
court, which has ordered judi-
cial custody for the accused. 
Shakti Das is reportedly a cit-
izen of Bangla Desh and had 
allegedly appropriated a name 
from Hindu community.

The Vitla Police are com-
mitted to upholding the law 
and ensuring that such fraud-
ulent activities are punished 
to maintain the public's trust 
in the legal system. Further 
investigations are ongoing to 
determine the full extent of 
this scandal.

Seven Seas Navigator 
Makes First Cruise Call 

of Season at NMPA
MANGALURU 

 
cruise tourism season at the 
New Mangalore Port Author-
ity (NMPA) began on an up-
beat note with the arrival of 
the luxury cruise ship M.S. 
Seven Seas Navigator, bring-
ing hundreds of international 
tourists to the coastal city.

The Bahamas-registered 
vessel arrived early Monday 
morning from Mormugao 
Port and was berthed at Berth 
No. 4. With a length of 
172.50 metres and a gross 
tonnage of 28,803, the ship 
carried 450 passengers and 
360 crew members.

Passengers were welcomed 
with traditional cultural ele-
ments reflecting the heritage 
of coastal Karnataka. The port 
terminal was equipped with 
passenger-friendly amenities, 
including a Meditation Centre 
established by the Ministry of 
AYUSH, complimentary Wi-
Fi services, and a Yakshaga-
na-themed selfie point curated 

by the Ministry of Tourism.
Customs and immigration 

processes were handled effi-
ciently through advance coor-
dination by NMPA, ensuring 
minimal waiting time for 
tourists disembarking at the 
port. Smt. Vinitha Sekhar, 
IRS, Commissioner of Cus-
toms, Mangaluru, along with 
senior port officials, received 
the ship’s master.

During their visit, cruise 
tourists explored several pop-
ular destinations such as 
Moodabidri, Karkala, Pilikula 
Nisargadhama, St. Aloysius 
Chapel, local markets and 
cultural centres, offering them 
an immersive experience of 
the region’s spiritual and cul-
tural diversity.

The vessel sailed onward to 
Kochi in the evening. NMPA 
officials said multiple cruise 
calls are scheduled during the 
season, reinforcing Mangalu-
ru’s emergence as a key cruise 
hub on India’s western coast-
line.

Prisons DGP Alok Kumar Inspects 
Mangaluru District Jail, Flags 

Security and Reforms
MANGALURU 

 
Newly appointed Director 
General of Police (Prisons) 
Alok Kumar on Tuesday con-
ducted a comprehensive in-
spection of the Mangaluru 
District Jail as part of the state 
government’s efforts to reform 
and strengthen prison admin-
istration. Speaking to the me-
dia after the visit, Alok Kumar 
said that all prisons across 
Karnataka would be inspected 
in a phased manner. He noted 
that the Mangaluru jail, locat-
ed in a sensitive area, has 
been accorded special priority 
with regard to security ar-
rangements. Inmates found to 
be violating discipline and 
creating disturbances inside 
the prison have already been 
identified and transferred to 
jails in other districts, he said.

The DGP said a detailed 
probe would be launched to 
ascertain how mobile phones 
are being smuggled into the 
jail, warning that strict action 
would be taken against those 
responsible. Referring to com-
plaints about malfunctioning 
mobile jammers, he said a 
meeting would be convened 

shortly to address the issue 
and explore technological up-
grades. Alok Kumar also said 
artificial intelligence-based 
surveillance cameras have 
been installed on a pilot basis 
at Bengaluru and Mysuru cen-
tral prisons. A decision on in-
stalling similar systems at the 
Mangaluru District Jail would 
be taken in the coming days, 
based on the assessment, he 
added. On infrastructure, the 
DGP said construction of the 
new district jail at Mudipu re-
mains pending. He said he 
would soon meet the Home 
Minister to submit a proposal 
seeking early completion of 
the project, and urged local 
public representatives to take 
up the matter with the govern-
ment. He further said efforts 
would be made, through the 
Legal Services Authority, to 
assist inmates who remain in 
custody due to financial con-
straints in securing legal re-
lief. Mangaluru Police Com-
missioner Sudhir Kumar Red-
dy, Superintendent of Police 
Dr Arun, Jail Superintendent 
Sharanabasappa, and other se-
nior officials were present 
during the inspection.

Selective Evictions by 
Mangaluru Corporation Unfair, 
Alleges MLA Vedavyas Kamath
MANGALURU 

 
BJP MLA Vedavyas Kamath 
on Tuesday strongly objected 
to what he termed “selective 
and discriminatory” eviction 
drives carried out by officials 
of the Mangaluru City Corpo-
ration in areas such as Kadri 
Park and Ladyhill.

Kamath alleged that while 
hawkers and small vendors 
were being removed in certain 
localities, similar action was 
not taken in areas identified 
by Congress leaders, resulting 
in injustice to a section of 
poor traders who depend on 
daily earnings for survival. “If 
evictions are unavoidable, 
they must be carried out uni-
formly. Why this discrimina-
tion among small vendors?” 
he asked.

The MLA said that such ar-
bitrary actions were absent 
when the BJP was in power at 
the civic body and alleged 
that the situation had wors-
ened under the Congress-led 
state government. He also 
criticised the government 
over unresolved issues such 
as mobile jammer failures and 

delays in issuing e-khatas, 
stating that despite repeated 
appeals to ministers, the dis-
trict administration and the 
government, public grievanc-
es remained unaddressed.

Kamath further alleged that 
civic regulations related to 
flex banners were enforced 
only for religious events, in-
cluding temple and daivastha-
na programmes, while Con-
gress events were exempted. 
“Are Congress leaders above 
the law?” he asked, accusing 
corporation officials of acting 
as agents of the ruling party.

He urged the civic body to 
focus on clearing garbage 
piles and construction debris 
littering city streets, resolving 
drinking water shortages in 
several wards, and repairing 
badly damaged roads. He also 
criticised the introduction of 
parking fees at Kadri Park de-
spite public opposition.

BJP mandal president Ra-
mesh Kandettu, general secre-
taries Ramesh Hegde and 
Lallesh Kumar, and party 
leader Bhaskar Chandra Shet-
ty were present at the press 
conference.

Veteran Yakshagana Scholar Moodambailu Gopalakrishna Shastri Selected for 2025 Sheni Award
MANGALURU 

 
Renowned talamaddale expo-
nent and discourse 
scholar Moodambailu 
Gopalakrishna Shastri 
has been selected for 
the prestigious Sheni 
Award for 2025, insti-
tuted in the memory 
of legendary Yaksha-
gana artiste Haridasa 
Dr. Sheni Gopalakrishna 
Bhat.

The award is presented by 
the Sheni Gopalakrishna Bhat 

Charitable Trust, which has 
been conferring the honour 
for over two decades to rec-

ognise outstanding 
contributions to Yak-
shagana and allied 
traditional art forms. 
The award carries a 
c a s h  p r i z e  o f 
₹30,000 and a cita-
tion.

The award cere-
mony will be held on Decem-
ber 25 at 5 pm at the premises 
of Sri Mahaganapati Temple, 
Urvastore, in association with 

the temple administration. 
The temple’s managing com-
mittee president Surendra Rao 
will inaugurate the pro-
gramme by lighting the cere-
monial lamp. Former Kasapa 
president and honorary chair-
man of the Trust, Dharmadar-
shi Dr Harikrishna Punoor, 
will deliver the felicitation 
address.

Senior auditor CA Shyam 
Bhat, Sri Mahaganapati Tem-
ple secretary Sridhara Mani-
yani, and Mangaluru-based 
entrepreneur Shivaprasad Pra-

bhu will attend as guests. As 
part of the cultural pro-
gramme, a Harikatha by Hari-
dasa Manjula G. Rao (Ira) 
will be held from 3.30 pm.

Born in 1936 into the noted 
Chakrakod i  f ami ly  o f 
Moodambailu in Bantwal ta-
luk, Gopalakrishna Shastri 
developed a deep interest in 
scriptures, puranas, traditions 
and Yakshagana at an early 
age. Though Yakshagana re-
mained his avocation, he 
earned recognition as a per-
former comparable to profes-

sionals and became an indis-
pensable presence at major 
talamaddale gatherings.

Initially a Bhagavata, he 
later distinguished himself as 
an arthadhari, earning acclaim 
for roles such as Kaikeyi, 
Amba, Draupadi, Tara, Sita, 
Mandodari and Kayadu, as 
well as characters like Rama, 
Krishna, Bhishma, Arjuna and 
Indrajit. He has shared the 
stage with several stalwarts of 
Yakshagana and enjoys ad-
mirers across coastal Karnata-
ka and Kerala.

Coastal Development Board Distributes 
Ice Boxes to Fisheries Devpt Corporation

MANGALURU 
 

The Karnataka Coastal Devel-
opment Board on Tuesday dis-
tributed ice boxes to the Karna-
taka Fisheries Development 
Corporation (KFDC) to facili-
tate the safe storage and trans-
portation of fish. The ice boxes 
were handed over by Board 
Chairman M.A. Gaffoor to Ma-
hesh Kumar, General Manager 
of the Fisheries Development 
Corporation, at a function held 
here. Gaffoor said the ice boxes 
were provided in response to a 
request from the Fisheries De-
velopment Corporation, which 
highlighted the need for proper 
cold-storage facilities to ensure 

hygienic handling and preser-
vation of fish during transport. 
“Considering the public inter-
est and the importance of main-
taining fish quality, the Coastal 
Development Board has ex-
tended this support,” he said. 
He added that improving infra-
structure related to fish storage 
and distribution would benefit 

fishermen, traders and consum-
ers alike, while also helping 
reduce spoilage and losses.

Coastal Development Board 
Secretary Pradeep D’Souza, 
Chairman’s personal secretary 
Manjunath R. Shetty, and other 
board officials and staff were 
present during the distribution 
programme.

Tulu Sahitya Academy Invites 
Entries for 2024–25 Book Awards

MANGALURU 
 

The Karnataka Tulu Sahitya 
Academy has invited appli-
cations for its Book Awards 
for the years 2024 and 2025, 
Academy president Taranath 
Gatti Kapikad said in a 
press release.

Authors and publishers 
are eligible to submit en-
t r ies .  Books publ ished 
during the periods January 1 
to December 31, 2024, and 
January 1 to December 31, 
2025, will be considered 
separately for the respective 
award years.

The Academy has invited 
entries in categories includ-
ing Tulu poetry collections, 
short story collections, nov-
els, long poems, plays, re-
search works on Tulu, and 
translations either from Tulu 
into other languages or from 
other languages into Tulu.

The Academy will select 
three categories that receive 
the highest number of en-
tries for the main Book 
Awards. Works submitted 

under other categories will 
be considered for various 
endowment-based book 
awards instituted by the 
Academy.

Applicants are required to 
submit four copies of each 
book along with the applica-
tion. The envelope should 
be clearly marked “Tulu 
Academy Book  Award 
Scheme 2024–25”.

Completed applications 
must be sent by January 9, 

2026, to:
Registrar,
Karnataka Tulu Sahitya 

Academy,
Tu l u  B h a v a n a ,  P o s t 

Ashoknagar,
Urvastore, Mangaluru – 

575 006.
The Academy has urged 

eligible authors and publish-
ers to make use of the op-
portunity and contribute to 
the promotion and recogni-
tion of Tulu literature.

Guarantee Schemes Have Empowered 
People Economically: H.M. Revanna

MANGALURU
 

Karnataka State Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation 
Authority Chairman H.M. 
Revanna on Tuesday said 
the state government’s five 
flagship guarantee schemes 
have successfully reached 
even the last person in soci-
ety and have significantly 
improved the standard of 
living of people across the 
state.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing a workshop on the im-
plementation of the state 
government’s five guarantee 
schemes at the Kudmul Ran-
ga Rao Town Hall here, Re-
vanna said schemes such as 
Gruha Jyothi, Yuva Nidhi, 
Anna Bhagya, Gruha Laksh-
mi and Shakti have provided 
economic  secur i ty  and 
strengthened the purchasing 
power of citizens.

The workshop was organ-
ised jointly by the Dakshina 
Kannada district administra-
tion and the Zilla Panchayat.

Revanna said just as Ma-

hatma Gandhi’s role was 
crucial in securing political 
freedom for the country, for-
mer Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi’s contribution to-
wards ensuring economic 
empowerment of the people 
was equally significant. 
“The guarantee schemes 
were introduced to provide 
minimum economic security 

to the people. Criticising 
these welfare initiatives is 
unjustified,” he said.

He added that the state 
government has prioritised 
the economic well-being of 
the common people and has 
succeeded in making them 
financially self-reliant.

Jagrutha Karnataka conve-
ner Dr Vasu H.V. said the 

guarantee schemes would 
accelerate the state’s devel-
opment rather than hinder it. 
“Economic growth is possi-
ble only when people have 
adequate purchasing power,” 
he said.

The programme was at-
tended by Karnataka State 
Guarantee Schemes Imple-
m e n t a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y 
Vice-Chairperson Dr Pushpa 
Amarnath, Zilla Panchayat 
Chief Executive Officer 
Narvade Vinayak Karbhari, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Raju K, Coastal De-
velopment Authority Chair-
man M.A. Gaffoor, Legisla-
tive Council members Ivan 
D’Souza and Manjunath 
Bhandari, and several other 
heads of state boards, dis-
trict- and taluk-level guaran-
tee scheme authority of-
fice-bearers, and senior offi-
cials.

District-level Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation 
Authority Chairman Bharath 
Mundodi welcomed the 
gathering.



ibcworldnews.comWEDNESDAY   DECEMBER 24, 2025, MANGALURU

4 BENGALURU CITY

BMC 2000 batch celebrates reunion after 25 years
BENGALURU

 
A batch of 150 students who 
joined Bangalore Medical 
College (BMC) in 2000 cele-
brated their silver jubilee 
(Scintilla 2.0), with 90 alumni 
reuniting at their alma mater. 
The doctors, now globally set-
tled, reminisced about old 
times, fulfilling a long-held 
desire to reconnect. The gath-
ering allowed them to cherish 
memories and relive college 
moments. BMC College’s 
2000 batch silver jubilee re-
union was a blast, with alumni 
showcasing talents and reliv-
ing college memories. Dr MV 
Bhaskar, now running a 
multi-specialty hospital in 
Bengaluru, took the initiative 
in organizing the event, to 
bring classmates together. 90 
doctors let loose, dancing and 
singing with abandon, unveil-
ing hidden talents. Now it’s 

time to enjoy, they declared, 
shaking off hesitation. The 
day ended with a rejuvenating 
resort break, recharging for 
more memories. Alumni 
shared heartfelt moments, 
with some serving Banga-
lore’s medical needs while 
others hold top positions 
abroad. Medical education is 
very demanding, and this 
batch has excelled - pursuing 
higher education and landing 
top roles. Many have special-
ized in their areas of strength, 

with lady doctors even run-
ning super specialty hospitals.

Dr Asuri Krishna, Professor 
and Head (Surgery) at AIIMS, 
New Delhi, said, I met almost 
everyone from our batch after 
two to three decades. It was a 
wonderful moment in life. The 
most satisfying thing is that 
everyone is doing well per-
sonally and professionally. 
The education received at 
BMC played a major role in 
shaping our careers. Our batch 
is a testament to the fact that 

if the foundation is strong, the 
building constructed on it will 
always be strong. Not only are 
we all strong; we’ve also built 
beautiful lives. Our batch is a 
good example for those study-
ing at BMC now.

Dr. Bhaskar MV, one of the 
organizers of BMC Medical 
College’s Silver Jubilee Re-
union, reflected on the event, 
saying, My classmates have 
settled worldwide, some in 
Australia, a few in America, 
more in Britain, Europe, and 
Gulf countries. With 25 years 
of experience, they’re serving 
in high positions, heading su-
per specialty hospitals, and 
making a name for them-
selves. Despite their success, 
they came to the reunion, 
showing gratitude and recon-
necting with old friends. 25 
years ago, medical education 
was difficult. The availability 
of seats was not as good as it 

is today. Only merit was en-
tertained. They laid a solid 
foundation for us. Our roots 
were firmly nurtured in BMC. 
So much so that today we 
have gained enough experi-
ence and ability to create 
guidelines on how treatment 
should be done.

BMC College has upgraded 
its infrastructure and technol-
ogy, benefiting students. How-
ever, an alumnus lamented the 
shift from traditional clinical 
skills and human touch in pa-
tient care. In our time, there 
was a human touch... clinical 
involvement was abundant,” 
he said, noting mechanization 
has reduced personal care. On 
the flip side, he acknowledged 
advancements in medical 
studies and technology enable 
quicker, more accurate diag-
noses and treatments. The fu-
ture of medicine is great, he 
said optimistically.

MEMORABLE REUNION

QUICK READ
Bike rider 

collides with electric 
pole

Buffer roads will 
create history for city 

traffic: DKS

Hit and run, 
bike rider 

killed

BENGALURU
In a tragic incident, a 

bike rider died after his 
bike rammed into an 

electric pole near Kada-
bagere Cross in Ben-

galuru North taluk.
The deceased was iden-
tified as Devendra, 25, a 
resident of Gulbarga. It 

is alleged that the locals 
had put unscientific 

humps on the road to 
prevent motorists from 
driving at high speeds. 

Devendra, who was rid-
ing his bike late at Mon-
day night, lost control of 
his bike and hit an elec-
tric pole and died of se-

vere head injuries.
The body is being sent 

for post-mortem at Nel-
amangala Civil Hospital 

and a case has been 
registered at Madanay-

akanahalli police  
station.

BENGALURU
Deputy Chief Minister  

DK Shivakumar on Tues-
day reviewed the pro-

gress of the construction 
of buffer roads along the 
Raja Canal in the Great-
er Bengaluru Authority 
limits.  Speaking to the 

media after the meeting, 
he said, these buffer 

roads will create history 
for Bengaluru as 300 km 

of roads will be con-
structed in the first 

phase. A long road has 
been identified for con-
struction. As the minis-
ter explained, we have 

taken the initiative to ef-
fectively control the traf-
fic congestion in the city 
by constructing roads in 
the buffer zone adjacent 
to lakes and canals. This 

will bring a paradigm 
shift in the transport 
system of Bengaluru.

BENGALURU
A bike rider was killed in 

a road accident near 
Chikkagollarahatti on 
Magadi Road on the 

outskirts of Bengaluru.
The bike rider was killed 
when the tipper collided 

with the lorry and the 
driver fled with the lorry. 
The deceased has been 
identified as Dhananjay 

Kumar Mehta (35), a 
native of Bihar. He 

worked as a carpenter 
and lived in Tavarakere. 
The accident took place 
when he was on his way 
to Gollarahatti Road. A 

case has been registered 
at Madanayakanahalli 

police station and a 
search operation is on to 

trace the absconding 
lorry driver.

High Command in retreat, K’taka Cong 
caught in a vortex of political anarchy

The power-sharing dispute between CM Siddaramaiah and DCM DK Shivakumar festers, the 
Congress high command’s studied silence has deepened the crisis in Karnataka

BY KS RAJAMANNAR,
BENGALURU

 
The confusion surrounding 
the transfer of power has 
reached a critical peak and 
continues to assume new 
forms with each passing day. 
Yet, a solution remains a mi-
rage. Even as political infight-
ing intensifies in Bengaluru, 
the powers that be in Delhi 
have chosen silence, behaving 
as though the issue has noth-
ing to do with them. 

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has categorically stated 
on the floor of the Assembly 
that there has been no deci-
sion or agreement on a trans-
fer of power. In contrast, D.K. 

Shivakumar insists that an 
agreement does exist between 
him and Siddaramaiah and 
that it has the approval of the 
high command. Whose ver-
sion is true?  Expectations 
that clarity would emerge af-
ter the breakfast meeting held 
at D.K. Shivakumar’s resi-
dence, reportedly at the high 
command’s behest, have also 
proved false. Given the pres-
ent situation, the continued 
silence of the high command, 
and the stubbornness of both 
Siddaramaiah and Shivaku-
mar, there appears little 
chance that the crisis will be 
resolved anytime soon.

There is no real possibility 
of the two leaders sitting to-

gether and settling the matter 
amicably. Repeated trips to 
Delhi have yielded nothing. 
The stature of both the party 
and the government is steadi-
ly declining. 

The obstinacy of one leader 
determined not to relinquish 
power and the other equally 

determined to obtain it sends 
a clear signal that the Con-
gress may not return to power 
in the next election. It increas-
ingly appears that their prima-
ry objective is merely to hold 
on to power for as long as 
possible. Had DK Shivaku-
mar enjoyed the clear support 

of a substantial number of 
MLAs, the story might have 
been different. With the BJP 
in the state currently weak, 
the Chief Minister appears 
confident that no one can un-
settle him, repeatedly signal-
ling, in softer terms, I am the 
Chief Minister now and will 
remain so until the high com-
mand says otherwise. 

As the saying goes, when 
two fight, a third may bene-
fit, raising the possibility 
that a third person could 
eventually secure the chief 
minister’s post. By then, 
however, the damage may 
be irreparable, with little 
reason to believe the future 
will improve. 

Vehicle parking on roadside causing problems
BENGALURU

 
Complaints have been re-
ceived from the public that 
the parking of two-wheelers 
on both sides of the parallel 
road of Kengeri Railway Sta-
tion is causing inconvenience 
to the public and other vehi-
cles.

Passengers traveling from 
Kengeri Railway Station to 
Mysore, Ramanagara, Chan-
napatna, Maddur and those 
going to work in Bangalore 
City park on the road. 

If the traffic police had is-
sued fines to those who park 
in violation of the rules, this 
would not have happened. 
Due to the failure of the traf-
fic police personnel to take 
proper action, vehicles are 
parked on both sides, causing 
inconvenience to pedestrians 
traveling by train and motor-
ists traveling on the road.

The railway station is ap-
proaching from Mysore Road, 

Kengeri, Kengeri Suburban 
etc. The amount of vehicle 
traffic on the Kengeri Rail-
way Parallel Road has in-
creased, due to the lack of 
proper road system and the 
narrowness of other roads, the 

traffic congestion is increas-
ing day by day. 

In addition to this, the pub-
lic has requested the Traffic 
Police Department to restrict 
the parking of two-wheelers 
from parking on both sides. 

The public is having diffi-
culty moving due to parking 
vehicles in front of private 
hotels in front of the railway 
station, and the locals ex-
pressed their anger that the 
hotel owners are conducting 
business without making 
parking ar rangements , 
which is causing traffic con-
gestion. 

The work on the railway 
parallel road has been pro-
gressing at a snail's pace for 
about months. Locals com-
plained that the negligence 
of BBMP officials has 
caused traffic congestion.

If  traffic police 
personnel are 
deployed and 

vehicles are parked 
on one side, traffic 

jams can be 
prevented to some 

extent.

The public is parking on the road without any space 
at the railway station. Due to the delay in work on this 
road, the traffic congestion has increased and will be 

fixed in the coming days, said Kengeri Traffic Inspector 
Laxman.

Foreign national held for 
transporting cocaine 

Police seize `26.9 lakh 
worth narcotics in city

BENGALURU
 

Based on credible informa-
tion that a foreign woman 
residing at Grace Trust, 
within the limits of Varthur 
Police Station, was supply-
ing prohibited narcotic drug 
cocaine to known persons, 
the CCB Narcotics Control 
Wing conducted a raid. The 
operation was led by Police 
Inspector AK Rakshith along 
with his staff, during which 
one foreign woman drug 
peddler was secured. From 
her possession, 121 grams 
cocaine worth approximate-
ly Rs 1.20 crore, one mobile 
phone used for committing 
the offence, and other arti-
cles were successfully 
seized.The arrested woman 
is a foreign national who had 
come to Delhi in 2024 on a 
student visa claiming to pur-
sue studies at a university. 

However, without enrolling 
in any college, she stayed in 
areas such as Ghatkopar 
(Gala Nagar), Ambawadi, 
and Nallasopara in Mumbai. 
She procured cocaine from 
her friend in Mumbai and, as 
per his instructions, trans-
ported and supplied the 
same to designated loca-
tions, thereby engaging in 
drug peddling and earning 
illegal money.

Preliminary investigation 
has revealed that she used to 
travel from Mumbai to Ben-
galuru in private buses and 
transport cocaine by con-
cealing it in covers of bread 
and similar products to 
avoid detection.

Based on the place of oc-
currence and the complaint 
lodged for legal action, a 
case has been registered un-
der the NDPS Act at Varthur 
Police Station.

BENGALURU 
 

Officers and staff of Jalahal-
li Police Station received 
credible information from an 
informant that unknown per-
sons were in possession of 
prohibited narcotic drugs, 
namely Hydro Ganja and 
MDMA, and were selling 
them to customers near Ka-
lingarao Circle, within the 
limits of the police station. 
Based on the said informa-
tion, the police officers and 
staff rushed to the spot, con-
ducted a raid, and secured 
two persons. On interroga-
tion, both accused confessed 

that with the intention of 
earning more money, they 
had purchased prohibited 
narcotic drugs, Hydro Ganja 
and MDMA at a low price 
from an unknown person 
and were selling the same to 
customers at a higher price.

From the possession of the 
two accused, 247 grams of 
Hydro Ganja and 19 grams 
of MDMA were seized. The 
total value of the seized nar-
cotic substances is Rs 26.9 
lakh. 

Both the accused were 
produced before the Court, 
remanded them to judicial 
custody.

Guest lecturer 
arrested for 

stealing gold and 
money

BENGALURU
 

Basavanagudi police have ar-
rested a woman on charges of 
stealing gold and cash from 
people who came to auspicious 
events posing as relatives. The 
arrested accused is Revathi, a 
resident of KR Puram. She 
works as a guest lecturer. 262 
grams of gold ornaments worth 
a total of Rs 32 lakh have been 
seized, the police said. The ac-
cused Revathi works as a guest 
lecturer in Kannada language 
at a private college in Bellan-
dur throughout the week. On 
Sundays, she would go to plac-
es where auspicious events 
were held and talk to those she 
met there as if they were rela-
tives. She would then find the 
rooms where the jewellery and 
money were kept, and when no 
one was there.

Prakash Raj as ambassador for 
17th International Film Festival

BENGALURU
 

Actor Prakash Raj 
has been selected as 
the ambassador for the 
17th International Film Festi-
val, Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said. Speaking at a meet-
ing held at the Vidhana Soudha 
under the leadership of CM 
Siddaramaiah regarding the In-
ternational Film Festival, he 
said that the 17th International 
Film Festival will be held in 
Bengaluru from January 29 to 
February 6 and will be inaugu-
rated on the grand steps of the 
Vidhana Soudha. I will inaugu-
rate it myself. He said that actor 
Prakash Raj has been selected 
as the ambassador for this film 
festival.   As decided by the 
committee, Prakash Raj has 
been selected as the ambassa-

dor. 200 films from 
60 countries will be 

screened at the film 
festival. There will be 

400 screenings. This year, 
the films shortlisted for the Os-
cars will be screened. In addi-
tion, films will be screened in 
the Tribute and Remembrance 
section in memory of recently 
departed actors Dharmendra, 
Sarojadevi, Umesh, Shaji N 
Karun, Raghu and other digni-
taries. There is a plan to have a 
theme of women's empower-
ment. We will release the theme 
by the evening. This festival 
will facilitate watching all these 
films in one place. It will be 
screened on 11 screens of Cine 
Police in Lulu Mall. So far, 110 
applications have been received 
and December 31 is the last date 
for submission of applications.

Bengaluru North Commissioner 
inspects Bellary Road

BENGALURU
 

On Tuesday morning, the 
Commissioner of Bengaluru 
North City Corporation, Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar, conducted 
an inspection along Bellary 
Road from the CBI Bus Stop 
to Esteem Mall and issued 
necessary directions to the 
concerned officials.

Regular cleaning of the 
central median on Bellary 
Road shall be carried out, and 
all necessary safety measures 
must be strictly adhered to 
during the cleaning operations 
to ensure public safety.

Construction debris located 
on the National Highway ser-
vice road near Hebbal Lake 
shall be removed at the earli-
est through the National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI). The functioning of 
the mechanical sweeping ma-
chine operating along the 
Hebbal service road was re-

viewed, and officials were 
instructed to further enhance 
the effectiveness of the clean-
ing operations.

 The indoor sports complex 
and swimming pool at Coffee 
Board Layout were inspected. 
The Commissioner reviewed 
issues related to vehicle park-
ing and directed officials to 
put in place appropriate ar-
rangements.

Emphasizing priority to ur-
ban cleanliness, smooth traf-
fic movement, and improve-
ment of public amenities, the 
Commissioner directed all 
concerned departments to 
work in coordination, were 
the instructions issued during 
the inspection. During the in-
spection, Joint Commissioner 
Pallavi, Executive Engineers, 
Assistant Executive Engi-
neers, engineers from the Sol-
id Waste Management De-
partment, and other concerned 
staff were present.

TOP COP INSPECTS...

Police Commissioner Seemanth Kumar Singh inspecting the seized items 
during the Property parade press meet at the Police Commissioner office, 
in Bengaluru on Tuesday.                                                                               CH PHOTO
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National consumer 

day-2025 to be 
celebrated today

Mammography and 
endoscopy facilities 

launched

CHITRADURGA
The District Administration 
of Chitradurga has organ-
ised a comprehensive pro-
gramme to mark National 
Consumer Day-2025 on 
December 24 at 10 a.m. 
The event will be held at 
Valmiki Bhavan in Chitra-
durga city with the objec-
tive of creating awareness 
about consumer rights, re-

sponsibilities, and griev-
ance redressal mecha-

nisms. The programme is 
being jointly organised by 

multiple departments and 
institutions, including the 

Zilla Panchayat, Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs Department, Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission, 
Legal Metrology Depart-
ment, Backward Classes 

Welfare Department, 
Food Safety and Drug Ad-

ministration, District 
Scheduled Castes Welfare 
Department, District Law-
yers Association, and Chi-
tradurga District Cooking 

Gas Distributors. 

CHITRADURGA 
In a significant boost to 

public healthcare services, 
mammography and en-

doscopy diagnostic facili-
ties have been newly 
started at the District 

Hospital in Chitradurga. 
The introduction of these 
advanced medical servic-
es is expected to greatly 

benefit patients from Chi-
tradurga district and sur-
rounding rural areas, re-

ducing the need for refer-
rals to distant hospitals. 

Mammography, a special-
ised breast scanning pro-
cedure, is primarily used 

for the early detection and 
diagnosis of breast-relat-

ed problems, including 
breast cancer. Health offi-
cials stated that early di-
agnosis through mam-

mography plays a crucial 
role in timely treatment 
and improved survival 
rates among women. 

JOB NO  1455/83   8 X 2

e-Tender is invited through K.P.P. Portal for below
mentioned works under Tarikere Town Municipal
Council  2022-23 and Town Municipal Council  Fund and
interested, registered, eligible contractors can submit
Tenders. For details visit website http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in  1) Last date for submission of
e-Tender: 01.01.2026 up to 17.30 hrs. 2) Date of opening
the Bid: 03.01.2026 up to 11.30 hrs.
Sl.No. 1. Indent Number: DMA/2025-26/SE6856
Sl.No. 2. Indent Number: DMA/2024-25/IND4564/CALL-2
If there are any changes in the Tender, it will be
published only in the website.

Sd/- Chief Officer, Town Municipal Council, Tarikere.
DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/127/25-26/1455

Government of Karnataka
Town Municipal Council, Tarikere. Chikkamagaluru Dist.

e-mail: ka.tarikere.tmc@gmail.com
Website: www.tarikeretown.gov.in  Ph: 08261-222233

No.: TMCT/H.D/CR/Tender/68/2025-26      Date: 18.12.2025
Tender Notice

733/83 7 x 2

Minority Welfare Department,
Chikkaballapura District
Phone : 08156-277049

Date: 22.12.2025

Tender notification for supply of manpower service through
outsource agency. Intersted bidders can participate in
e-procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.
Approximate Amount put to tender: Rs.194.73 Lakh.
EMD Amount: Rs.2,92,095/-. Start date for submission of
tender application: 22.12.2025. Last date to submit:
05.01.2026, 4.00 p.m.

Sd/-
District Officer

Minority welfare department
Chikkaballapura District

DIPR/CHIKKABALLAPURA/RO:326/KSMCA/2025-26

  Tender Notification

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka as per KTPP Act
2000 item rate tenders were invited in two cover system
(SBD) in the forms KW-3 through e-procurement from
authorized PWD contractors registered in appropriate class
for the work of Improvements to village roads of Malur
Assembly Constituency in Kolar District. In the KW-3 forms
Indent No: 21770 & 21757 (SC Reserved), Indent No:
21761 (CAT-I), Indent No: 21772 (CAT-IIA) and Indent No :
21751,21746,21766,21768 & 21775 are Genaral category
works. Average Amount put to tender for each work is Rs.
85.00 lakhs The contractor’s are requested for participate in e-
Tender through GOK website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
last date for submission of tender application and uploading
tender forms through website dt: 13.01.2026 up to 4.00pm
and date of opening of technical bids  in e-portal on date:
15.01.2026 at 11.00 AM. The eligible technically qualified
contractors the date of opening of financial bids will be
intimated.  The notification can be obtained from the
e-procurement portal. Further details can be had from the
above office on all working days in working hours.
E-Procurement helpline No’s for tender clarification with
respect uploading and downloading you can contact: 91
9240214000 &  +91 9240214001.
                 Sd/- Executive Engineer, PRE Division, Kolar

DIPR/KOLAR/RO:416/KSMCA/2025-26

Zilla Panchayath Kolar-563101
Office of the Executive Engineer Panchayath Raj

Engineering Division Kolar-563101
Phone No: 08152-222570, e-mail: eepredkolar1@gmail.com
No: 19/2025-26 Date: 22.12.2025
Short term Two Cover System Tender Notice

(Through  e-Procurement KW-III)

732/83      12 x 2

IFT No.26/2025-26, Dated: 20.12.2025

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &

Ground Water Development
Division,Hassan

Short term tenders are  invited from eligible Agen-
cies in  one cover system through KPP portal of GOK
(website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Hassan
District works as per KW-1 & 4 maximum tender
amount  is Rs.160.00 lakhs & minimum tender amount
is Rs.2.51 lakhs. The last date of receipt of tender is
29-12-2025 upto 5.00 PM hours.  Further detail can be
had from KPP-portal and the above office during of-
fice working hours. Sd/- Executive Engineer,  MI

& GWD Division, Hassan.

Job no. 873/83 mi hassan  Size: 8X2
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Good Governance week 
workshop emphasises courtesy

Retired IAS officer Amar Narayan urged officials to serve citizens courteously 
during the Good Governance Week workshop

DEVANAHALLI
 

A strong message on empathy, 
accountability, and public-ori-
ented administration was deliv-
ered during the Good Gover-
nance Week Dissemination 
Workshop held in Devanahalli, 
where senior officials and staff 
were urged to adopt a courte-
ous and service-driven ap-
proach. The workshop was or-
ganised under the banner of 
Prashasan Gaon Ki Aur 2025 
by the District Administration 
and Zilla Panchayat at the au-
ditorium of the District Admin-
istration Building. Inaugurating 
the programme, retired IAS 
officer Amar Narayan empha-
sised that officers should al-
ways maintain a polite and re-
spectful attitude while dealing 
with the public. He reminded 
officials that the day also coin-
cides with Farmers’ Day, cele-
brated across the country, and 
called upon officers to treat 
farmers with special respect. 

When farmers come to your 
office, welcome them with a 
smile and speak to them kindly. 
They are the ones who feed the 
nation and deserve the highest 
respect, he said.

Amar Narayan stressed that 
public servants would ultimate-
ly be remembered not for their 
positions but for their conduct. 
Quoting political thinker Ed-

mund Burke, he said true gov-
ernance ensures that even the 
last person in society does not 
suffer due to administrative 
negligence. He cautioned offi-
cers against working merely 
for publicity and urged them 
instead to focus on building a 
positive and lasting reputation 
through sincere service. High-
lighting administrative respon-

sibility, he remarked that it is a 
matter of shame if public files 
remain pending without justifi-
cation. He underlined that it is 
the duty of officials to proactive-
ly provide relief to aggrieved 
citizens and not insist on written 
complaints alone. Even when a 
grievance is expressed verbally, 
respond politely and act respon-
sibly, he advised.

Students must develop 
questioning ability: 
KSCPCR Chairman 

DEVANAHALLI
 

Stressing the importance of awareness and 
confidence among children, Karnataka 
State Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (KSCPCR) Chairman Shashidhar 
Kosambe said students must cultivate the 
habit of questioning to effectively claim 
their rights. He was addressing a child 
grievance redressal and interaction pro-
gramme organised at the Devanahalli Taluk 
Panchayat hall. The programme was jointly 
organised by the District Administration, 
Zilla Panchayat, District Legal Services 
Authority, Department of Women and Child 
Development, Police Department, and the 
District Child Protection Unit. Officials 
from multiple departments participated in 
the initiative, which aimed to directly listen 
to children’s concerns and create awareness 
about child rights and welfare mechanisms. 
Presiding over the event, Kosambe noted 
that student life is naturally filled with cu-
riosity and interest, and children should not 
hesitate to ask questions or voice their 
problems. He emphasised that every child 
is entitled to health, education, and protec-
tion until the age of 18.

Public must remain alert 
against cyber theft: City ASP

RAMANAGARA
 

With cyber-related crimes 
increasing at an alarming 
rate, City Assistant Super-
intendent of Police (ASP) 
Rajendra has urged citizens 
to remain vigilant and 
adopt precautionary mea-
sures to protect themselves 
from online fraud. He was 
speaking at an awareness 
programme organised to 
educate the public about 
cyber theft and digital safe-
ty. Addressing the gathering 
in Chitradurga, ASP Rajen-
dra said that cyber theft 
cases have seen a sharp rise 
in recent months due to the 
rapid increase in online 
transactions, mobile bank-
ing, and digital payments. 

People are increasingly re-
lying on smartphones and 
the internet for financial 
activities, but many are un-
aware of the risks involved. 
Cybercriminals are exploit-
ing this lack of awareness, 
he said. Rajendra explained 
that fraudsters often use 
methods such as fake phone 
calls posing as bank offi-
cials, fraudulent links sent 
through SMS or social me-
dia, phishing emails, and 
fake investment schemes to 
trap unsuspecting victims. 
He cautioned the public not 
to share sensitive informa-
tion such as OTPs, ATM 
PINs, passwords, or bank 
details with anyone, regard-
less of how convincing the 
caller may sound. 

Tur dal procurement centres have been opened districtwide 
under the state support price scheme for 2025–26.

Tur Dal procurement 
centres launched under MSP
CHITRADURGA

 
The Karnataka government has com-
menced tur dal (pigeon pea) procure-
ment for the 2025–26 season by 
opening procurement centres across 
Chitradurga under the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) scheme. The 
initiative aims to ensure remunera-
tive prices for farmers and protect 
them from market fluctuations.

Under the state’s support price 
scheme, the government has fixed 
the MSP for tur dal at ₹8,000 per 
quintal. As per a decision taken by 
the district-level Task Force Com-
mittee, procurement will be limited 
to four quintals per acre from each 
farmer. The Karnataka State Cooper-
ative Marketing Federation Limited 
will procure tur dal in Chitradurga 
city through its authorised agency, 
the OMEEA cooperative institution.

Procurement centres have been set 
up at multiple locations across the 
district to facilitate easy access for 
farmers. In Challakere taluk, pro-
curement will be carried out at Ram-
ajogihalli, Chikkamudure, and 
Meerasabihalli Primary Agricultural 
Credit Societies (PACS), as well as 
the Chalumeshwaraswamy Farmer 
Producer Centre in Challakere town. 
In Hiriyur taluk, the Eesha Farmer 
Producer Centre located at the 

APMC yard will handle procure-
ment. Similarly, in Chitradurga ta-
luk, tur dal will be procured at Chik-
kagondanahalli PACS, Sri Manjuna-
thaswamy Farmer Producer Centre 
at Turuvanur, and the Town Cooper-
ative Society in Chitradurga city. In 
Molakalmuru taluk, procurement 
centres have been established at the 
Kondlahalli Beelineeru Chilume Ag-
riculture and Sericulture Farmer Pro-
ducer Company and the Molakalm-
uru Town Cooperative Society.

Officials said that registration for 
tur dal procurement is mandatory. 
Farmers must complete registration 
using their Aadhaar card through 
biometric authentication at the des-
ignated procurement centres. Only 
registered farmers will be eligible to 
sell tur dal at the support price.

For further details and assistance, 
farmers can contact the secretaries of 
the respective cooperative societies. 
Contact numbers have been provided 
for each centre, including Ramajogi-
halli (9741392578), Chikkamudure 
(6362928198), Meerasabihalli 
( 9 6 8 6 1 5 3 8 7 9 ) ,  C h a l l a k e r e 
( 8 2 1 7 3 9 9 5 3 8 ) ,  H i r i y u r 
(9535196763), Chikkagondanahalli 
( 6 3 6 2 1 8 7 4 0 8 ) ,  T u r u v a n u r 
( 9 6 2 0 2 6 6 8 2 6 ) ,  C h i t r a d u rg a 
(8904308894), and Kondlahalli 
(9901939348).

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, NORTH
Eastern Range Kalaburagi, Police Bhavan, KALABURAGI-585105

Ph.08472-263605, E-mail: igpner@ksp.gov.in
No: STS/33NER/CTRS/2025-26 Date: 23.12.2025

DIPR/Kalaburagi/884/Deshpande Publicity/2025-26

SUPPLY INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF ITMS SOLUTIONS FOR KALABURAGI
DISTRICT WITH NECESSARY HARDWARE, SOFTWARE AND NETWORKING

The Deputy Inspector General of Police, North - Eastern Range Kalaburagi invites tender in
two cover system for selection of for supply, Installation and Maintenance of ITMS Solutions
for Kalaburagi District with necessary Hardware, Software and Networking through Public
Procurement Portal of Government of Karnataka (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) Prospective
suppliers willing to participate in this tender shall necessarily register themselves with above
mentioned Public Procurement Portal.
       1. Tender Reference No. and date : No.KSP/2025-26/ind0472, 2) Date of
commencement  of tender 22.12.2025, 3) Date & Time for Pre Bid meeting: 30.12.2025 11:00
Hrs at Police Bhavan Kalaburagi,  4) Last Date & Time for submission of Tender through
E-Procurment portal : 09.01.2026 at 17:00 hrs, 5)  Date and Time of opening of Technical bid
: 12.01.2026 at 11:00 hrs 6) Tentative date and Time of opening of Commercial bid : 16.01.2026
at 11:00 hrs, 7) Amount put to Tender Rs.1,43,20,000/-, 8) EMD Amount : Rs.3,00,000/-,
9) Venue of pre-bid meeting opening of tenders & address for communication : Office of the
Deputy Inspector General of Police North - Eastern Range Kalaburagi, Police Bhavan,
Kalaburagi-585105,
   Prospective suppliers willing to participate in this tender can download the bid ducuments
by visiting the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE

Sd/- Deputy Inspector General of
Police, North-Easten Range Kalaburagi

& Tender Inviting Authority

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
CLASSIFIEDS
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Avian flu confirmed in parts of Kerala
ALAPPUZHA

Kerala authorities have con-
firmed an outbreak of avian 
flu in parts of Alappuzha and 
Kottayam districts, prompting 
precautionary measures, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. In Alap-
puzha, infections were report-
ed in Nedumudi, Cheruthana, 
Karuvatta Karthikapally, Am-
balapuzha South, Punnapra 
South, Thakazhi, and Purak-
kad, while in Kottayam, cases 
were detected in Kurupantha-
ra, Kallupuraykkal, and  
Veloor.

Animal Husbandry Minister 
J Chinchu Rani told reporters 
that samples collected from 
affected areas were sent to a 
central laboratory in Bhopal, 

which confirmed the presence 
of avian flu. “Cases came to 
our notice about a week ago, 
and tests have confirmed the 
outbreak,” she said.

Currently, no restrictions 
have been imposed on the 
consumption of poultry prod-

ucts. However, the govern-
ment may consider culling 
affected birds and placing 
consumption limits if the sit-
uation worsens. Expert teams 
are already assessing the out-
break’s intensity and working 
on the ground to contain its 

spread.
The minister noted that 

poultry farmers could face 
losses, especially with higher 
sales during the Christmas 
and New Year season. Com-
pensation is generally provid-
ed, though sometimes the 
state has to rely on its own 
funds due to delays in central 
allocation.

Rani added that avian flu 
usually spreads through mi-
gratory birds and noted that 
similar outbreaks occurred 
last year in Alappuzha, Kotta-
yam, and Pathanamthitta dis-
tricts. Authorities continue to 
monitor the situation closely 
and have urged poultry farm-
ers and residents to follow 
safety guidelines.

AVIAN FLU

QUICK READ

UP man arrested  
over sharing  

obscene videos 

Fog causes flight 
delays and 

cancellations at Delhi

BJP leader  
brutally killed by 

assailants 

Meerut
Police in Meerut arrest-
ed a man for allegedly 
buying and selling ob-

scene videos of children 
on Telegram. Amit Jain, 
a resident of Brahmpuri, 

was detained on Sun-
day after a complaint 
through the Pratibimb 

portal. His mobile 
phone has been seized 
for forensic examina-
tion. Jain was granted 
bail on notice. An FIR 

under Section 67 of the 
IT Act has been regis-
tered, and authorities 

are investigating further 
to check if others were 
involved in the illegal 

activity.

New Delhi
Delhi airport faced ma-
jor disruptions on Tues-
day as dense fog led to 
10 flight cancellations 
and over 270 delays. 
Six arrivals and four 

departures were called 
off, with departure de-
lays averaging 29 min-
utes. Airport operator 
DIAL said visibility is 
improving, but some 
flights may still face 
delays. IGIA, which 

handles around 1,300 
daily flights, is working 
to manage the disrup-
tions and resume nor-

mal operations as 
weather conditions  

improve.

Korba
A BJP leader, Akshay 
Garg, was hacked to 

death by three masked 
men at a road con-

struction site in Keshla 
village, Korba, on Tues-

day morning. Garg, a 
construction contrac-

tor and local 
panchayat member, 

was attacked while in-
specting work. He was 

rushed to a hospital 
but died of his injuries. 

Police have set up 
checkpoints to trace 

the assailants, whose 
motive remains un-

clear. Family members 
and supporters gath-
ered at the hospital, 

prompting police de-
ployment to maintain 

order.

No confusion over MNS Shiv 
Sena UBT alliance: Raut 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut clarified that there is no confusion over the 
party’s alliance with the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena ahead of the BMC elections
THANE

Raut said on Tuesday that the 
alliance has been accepted by 
party workers, and a formal 
announcement is expected 
soon. He added that a meeting 
on seat sharing was held on 
Monday night, and arrange-
ments for Nashik, Pune, 
Thane, Mira-Bhayandar, and 
Kalyan-Dombivli have been 
finalised. "The alliance has 
been formed; the final meet-
ing on seat sharing took place 
last night. Raj and Uddhav 
will come together to make 
the announcement, which is 
expected today or tomorrow. 
Discussions in Nashik are 

complete. Seat sharing has 
been finalised in Pune, Thane, 
Mira-Bhayandar, and Kaly-
an-Dombivli. We will talk to 
Uddhav Thackeray and Raj 
Thackeray shortly to finalise 
things," he said.

He further confirmed that 
workers of both parties have 

begun collaborating for the 
local body polls. "The work-
ers have accepted the alliance. 
There is no confusion regard-
ing the MNS and Shiv Sena 
alliance. Workers in Mumbai 
and other municipalities have 
started working together; in-
structions have been given," 
Raut added.

Raut also mentioned ongo-
ing efforts to bring Congress 
into the alliance, as it is part 
of the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA). "Our efforts to bring 
the Congress party along will 
continue until the very last 
moment. We tried to convince 
them and communicated with 
their high command. Even if 

they contest separately, we 
are fundamentally united," he 
said.

The Maharashtra State 
Election Commission has an-
nounced elections for 29 mu-
nicipal corporations, includ-
ing BMC, PMC, and PCMC. 
Polling will take place on 
January 15, with counting 
scheduled for January 16. 
Meanwhile, the Mahayuti al-
liance of BJP, Shiv Sena, and 
NCP has dominated local 
body elections across 286 mu-
nicipalities and nagar pancha-
yats. Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis called the perfor-
mance a "trailer" for the up-
coming municipal polls.

BJP, AIADMK 
begin talks on 
seat sharing

CHENNAI

BJP’s Tamil Nadu election in-
charge, Union Minister Piy-
ush Goyal, met AIADMK 
chief Edappadi K Palaniswa-
mi in Chennai on Tuesday to 
initiate talks on seat sharing 
for the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions. Goyal was accompa-
nied by co-incharge Arjun 
Ram Meghwal, state chief 
Nainar Nagenthran, and Tam-
il Nadu in-charge Dr P Sudha-
kar Reddy.

The BJP delegation was 
welcomed by Palaniswami 
and senior leaders of the 
AIADMK at a city hotel, 
where discussions began in a 
cordial atmosphere. Accord-
ing to insiders, BJP is expect-
ed to seek around 30 seats in 
the upcoming elections, 
which is roughly ten more 
than the 20 seats it contested 
in the 2021 Assembly polls.

The talks mark the first for-
mal step in alliance negotia-
tions, as both parties aim to 
strengthen their position 

ahead of the elections. AIAD-
MK leaders are reportedly 
open to discussions, keeping 
in mind the political dynamics 
and previous election perfor-
mances.

O b s e r v e r s  n o t e  t h a t 
seat-sharing agreements will 
be crucial in consolidating 
votes and countering other 
political alliances forming in 
the state. Both parties have 
emphasized maintaining a co-
operative approach, and fur-
ther meetings are likely in the 
coming weeks to finalize ar-
rangements.

Political analysts suggest 
that the outcome of these dis-
cussions will significantly 
influence the strategies of oth-
er parties in Tamil Nadu, 
shaping the electoral battle for 
the 2026 Assembly elections.

BJP and AIADMK have 
started discussions on 

seat sharing ahead of  the 
2026 Tamil Nadu 

Assembly elections

BJP national working president 
Nitin Nabin leads roadshow

Nitin Nabin, five-term Bankipur MLA and former BJYM chief, will 
address workers and meet leaders during Patna roadshow events

PATNA

BJP’s newly appointed na-
tional working president Nitin 
Nabin led a grand roadshow 
in Patna on Tuesday, his first 
visit to Bihar after assuming 
the charge last week. The 
event attracted thousands of 
supporters along the route, 
with the party showcasing 
cultural programmes, posters, 
and flower decorations to 
welcome him.

Nabin, accompanied by 
Deputy Chief Ministers Sam-
rat Choudhary and Vijay Ku-
mar Sinha, as well as Bihar 
BJP chief Sanjay Saraogi, 
began the roadshow from 
Aranya Bhawan near the air-
port. The procession, featur-
ing a vehicle decorated with 
flowers and lotus cutouts, 
passed through Sheikhpura 
More, Rajbanshi Nagar’s Ha-
numan temple, and the in-
come tax roundabout, finally 
reaching Miller High School 
ground near the state BJP of-
fice. Party workers showered 
flower petals and raised slo-
gans of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai.” 

Security was tightened across 
the city to ensure smooth pro-
ceedings.

The five-term MLA from 
Bankipur, who also served as 
state unit chief of the Bharati-
ya Janata Yuva Morcha and 
BJP in-charge for Chhattis-
garh, was appointed national 
working president on Decem-
ber 14. At Miller High School 
ground, Nabin is expected to 
address party workers, while 
later he may meet Bihar Gov-
ernor Arif Mohammad Khan 
at Raj Bhavan. Discussions 
with party MPs, MLAs, 
MLCs, and other leaders are 

also planned at the BJP state 
headquarters.

Nitin Nabin began his polit-
ical career in 2006, winning a 
by-election triggered by the 
demise of his father, veteran 
BJP leader Navin Kishore 
Sinha. Known for his popu-
larity in Bankipur, Nabin re-
tained his seat in the recent 
state assembly elections with 
a margin of about 52,000 
votes. The roadshow high-
lighted his strong support 
base and the BJP’s efforts to 
energize its cadre ahead of 
upcoming political activities 
in Bihar.

Allahabad HC grants 
interim bail to cough 

syrup accused
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court on 
December 18 granted interim 
bail to two brothers, Vibhor 
Rana and Vishal Singh, arrest-
ed for allegedly selling 
banned Phensedyl cough syr-
up. Justice Karunesh Singh 
Pawar of the Lucknow bench 
approved their bail, noting 
that no recovery of the 
banned medicine was made 
from them. The next hearing 
in the case is scheduled for 
January 5.

Rana and Singh were ar-
rested on November 13 after 
being implicated in diverting 
stock of the cough syrup. The 
state government had opposed 
their bail applications, seek-
ing time to file a reply. While 
granting interim relief, the 
court highlighted that three 
other accused—Shailendra 
Arya, Pawan Gupta, and De-
vendra Kumar Vishwakar-
ma—had already been grant-
ed bail in the same case.

The court also referred to a 
similar matter where accused 
were discharged, as no of-
fence was found under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act. It observed that the 
brothers’ names appeared in 
statements by co-accused Bit-
tu Kumar and Sachin Kumar, 
but no evidence or recovery 
was linked to them.

The court instructed the 
brothers to cooperate with the 
investigation, make them-
selves available whenever 
required, and avoid tampering 
with any prosecution evi-
dence during the interim bail 
period.

This order provides tempo-
rary relief to the accused 
while the investigation con-
tinues, and the court will re-
view the case further in early 
January. The decision under-
scores the court’s cautious 
approach in cases where di-
rect recovery of banned sub-
stances is not established.

Kerala government to appeal  
Dileep assault case Verdict

KOCHI

The Kerala government will 
soon file an appeal against 
the 2017 actress assault case 
verdict, challenging actor 
Dileep’s acquittal and the 
sentences of six convicts, 
sources said on Tuesday. The 
state has approved the ap-
peal, which will be filed after 
the Kerala High Court’s 
Christmas vacation.

Special Public Prosecutor 
V Aja Kumar told reporters 
that he prepared detailed 
grounds for the appeal after 
examining the district court 
judgment. “The government 
has taken a clear stand that 
no time should be wasted in 
filing the appeal,” he said. 

The appeal will question both 
Dileep’s acquittal and the 20-
year rigorous imprisonment 
awarded to six accused, in-
cluding prime accused Pulsar 
Suni.

Kumar noted that the trial 
court had relied on the testi-
monies of around 60 witness-
es to convict six accused but 
rejected the same evidence 
while acquitting Dileep and 
three others. The verdict had 
disappointed the survivor, 
who expressed her reaction 
on social media.

The assault took place in 
February 2017 when the ac-
tress was abducted and sexu-
ally assaulted while travel-
ling from Thrissur to Ernaku-
lam after a film shoot. The 

crime was allegedly recorded 
on a mobile phone inside the 
moving vehicle. Dileep was 
arrested earlier on charges of 
conspiracy in connection 
with the case.

The government’s appeal 
aims to ensure accountability 
and address perceived incon-
sistencies in the trial court’s 
judgment. Legal experts  
say the High Court will  
examine both the acquittal 
and the sentencing aspects 
during the hearing, which 
could take several weeks to 
conclude. This move signals 
the state’s commitment to 
seek ing  jus t ice  in  the 
high-profile case and ad-
dressing public concerns 
over the verdict.

Passenger assaulted by off-duty pilot seeks justice
NEW DELHI

A passenger allegedly as-
saulted by an off-duty Air 
India Express pilot at Delhi 
airport has suffered a nasal 
fracture and is seeking jus-
tice, officials said on Tues-
day. Ankit Dewan, the com-
plainant, stated that a CT 
scan confirmed a displaced 
fracture of his left nasal bone 
following the incident on De-
cember 19 near Terminal 1’s 
security area.

Dewan alleged that the al-
t e r c a t i o n  b e g a n  w h e n  
he objected to airport staff 
c u t t i n g  t h e  q u e u e .  
He claimed the pilot, identi-
fied as Virender Sejwal, ver-
bally abused him before 
physically attacking him, 
caus ing  h im to  b l eed  

and traumatising his seven-
year-old daughter, who wit-
nessed the incident. Dewan 
has submitted a written com-
plaint to Delhi Police and 
confirmed that an FIR has 
been registered based on his 
report.

The Delhi Police said  
the case has been registered 
under sections 115 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), 126 
(wrongful restraint), and 351 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
h i ta  (BNS) ,  2023 .  An  
investigation is underway, 

and authorities plan to re-
view CCTV footage from  
the  terminal  to  gather  
evidence.

Air India Express stated 
that it is aware of the inci-
dent involving the employee, 
who was travelling as a pas-
senger on another airline. 
The pilot has been removed 
from official duties immedi-
ately, pending an internal in-
quiry.

Dewan said he is focusing 
on h is  recovery  whi le  
awaiting legal action. Police 
officials confirmed that they 
are examining all aspects of 
the case, including eyewit-
ness statements and video 
evidence, to ensure a thor-
ough investigation and ap-
propriate action against the 
accused.

Delhi Court 
frames charges 

against Karti 
Chidambaram

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Tuesday or-
dered the framing of charges 
against Congress MP Karti P 
Chidambaram and six others 
in the Chinese visa scam case, 
while discharging one ac-
cused, Chetan Shrivastava. 
Special Judge (CBI) Dig 
Vinay Singh directed the 
charges for alleged criminal 
conspiracy, with the detailed 
order awaited.

The case relates to alleged 
bribery in facilitating visas for 
Chinese nationals linked to a 
1980 MW power project by 
Talawandi Sabo Power Ltd 
(TSPL) in 2011, when Karti’s 
father, P Chidambaram, was 
Union Home Minister. The 
CBI filed a charge sheet in 
October 2024 after a two-year 
investigation, naming Karti 
Chidambaram, his close asso-

ciate S Bhas-
k a r a r a m a n , 
TSPL, Mum-
bai-based Bell 
Tools Ltd, and 
other accused 

including Viral Mehta, Anup 
Agarwal, and Mansoor Sid-
diqui.

The agency has invoked 
charges of criminal conspira-
cy, cheating, and forgery un-
der the Indian Penal Code and 
provisions of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. According 
to the FIR, TSPL faced delays 
and penalties in the project 
and sought to reuse 263 proj-
ect visas allotted to Chinese 
officials, which were other-
wise not permissible. The FIR 
alleged that Karti Chidam-
baram, via Bhaskararaman, 
demanded illegal gratification 
of Rs 50 lakh to ensure ap-
proval, with payments routed 
through Bell Tools Ltd and 
disguised as consultancy in-
voices.

The project visas were a 
special type introduced in 
2010 for the power and steel 
sectors, with no provision for 
reissue. The FIR also claimed 
that TSPL executives emailed 
Karti Chidambaram and 
Bhaskararaman, thanking 
them after the bribe was al-
legedly paid in cash.
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Delhi HC rejects  

Hizbul Chief 
 Sons’ pleas

GIFT City expands  
wine and dine  

policy

Court postpones  
case against Robert 

Vadra land deal

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday dismissed the 
pleas of Hizbul Muja-

hideen chief Syed Sala-
huddin’s two sons chal-

lenging framing of charg-
es in a terror funding 

case. A bench of Justices 
Vivek Chaudhary and 

Manoj Jain said the ap-
peals were not maintain-

able. The case involves 
funds sent through ha-

wala channels from Paki-
stan to fuel terrorism in 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
Shahid Yousuf and Syed 
Ahmad Shakeel were ar-
rested in 2017 and 2018, 

respectively, and their  
trial continues under  

NIA investigation.

Gandhinagar
GIFT City has relaxed its 
liquor rules under the re-

vised “Wine and Dine” 
policy to allow author-

ised officials and visitors 
to consume alcohol in 

more areas, including ho-
tel terraces, lawns, pool-
side zones, and restau-

rants. Temporary permits 
for domestic and foreign 
business visitors are now 

easier to obtain, and 
group permits can be is-

sued for conventions and 
events. The move aims to 
boost GIFT City’s appeal 
to global investors and 
support a competitive 
business environment, 

without changing  
Gujarat’s overall  
prohibition laws.

New Delhi
A Delhi court on Tuesday 

postponed the hearing 
on the Enforcement Di-
rectorate’s (ED) money 
laundering case against 

businessman Robert 
Vadra and others over a 
2008 land deal in Guru-
gram’s Shikohpur village. 
The Rouse Avenue Court 
deferred proceedings to 

January 22, 2026, to con-
sider the ED’s plea seek-

ing cognisance of its 
charge sheet filed under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The ED alleges that Vad-
ra, husband of Congress 

MP Priyanka Gandhi Vad-
ra, generated proceeds of 
crime through a fraudu-
lent transaction involving 
3.53 acres in Haryana. Ac-
cording to the agency, the 
alleged funds were routed 
through multiple compa-

nies linked to Vadra. Notic-
es had earlier been issued 

to Vadra and other ac-
cused, as the court must 
give them an opportunity 
to be heard under Section 

223(1) of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha  
Sanhita (BNSS).

Union Min Amit Shah to address 
National Cooperative Summit

The conference aims to boost farmer income, strengthen cooperatives,  
and advance sustainable agriculture under PM Modi’s vision

PANCHKULA

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will address a national 
cooperative conference titled 
“Prosperity through Coopera-
tion -- Role of Cooperatives 
in Sustainable Agriculture” in 
Panchkula, Haryana, on 
Wednesday. The conference 
aims to strengthen coopera-
tives, improve small farmers’ 
income, and promote sustain-
able agricultural practices 
while tackling climate chal-
lenges. Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini will 
attend as a special guest, 
highlighting the government’s 
focus on cooperative-led agri-

cultural growth.
During the event, Amit Shah 

will e-inaugurate the Milk 
Cooling Centre at Salempur in 
Bhiwani and the HAFED Atta 
Mill at Jatusana in Rewari. He 
will also distribute 
RuPay Platinum Deb-
it Cards to beneficia-
ries of Haryana’s co-
operative banks and 
hand over registration 
certificates to Presi-
dents of newly estab-
lished M-PACS under KRIBH-
CO. A dedicated portal show-
casing cooperative activities 
during the International Year of 
Cooperatives will also be 
launched.

The summit will focus on 
sharing modern agricultural 
knowledge, expanding credit 
access, encouraging organic 
and climate-resilient practic-
es, and adopting advanced 

technologies to sup-
p o r t  f a r m e r s . 
KRIBHCO has con-
sistently supported 
millions of farmers 
through fertiliser 
supplies, advisory 
services, and other 

farmer-centric initiatives.
By emphasizing policy im-

plementation, income stability 
for small and marginal farmers, 
and cooperative-based agricul-
tural models, the conference is 

expected to provide a fresh di-
rection to the cooperative 
movement in India. This event 
marks a significant step in real-
ising Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of “Prosperity 
through Cooperation,” aligning 
with the International Year of 
Cooperatives 2025. The gather-
ing is also set to highlight the 
growing role of primary agri-
cultural credit societies in 
boosting rural development 
and sustainability.

The summit is seen as a key 
initiative to empower farmers 
and strengthen India’s coop-
erative sector, ensuring long-
term benefits for agriculture 
and rural communities.

Def Min Rajnath 
Singh unveils BRO 

guide for DPRs
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Tuesday released the 
‘Guide on Preparation of De-
tailed Project Reports (DPRs) 
for Road Infrastructure Proj-
ects’ prepared by the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) at 
South Block, New Delhi. The 
guide provides engineers with 
a uniform reference covering 
specifications, standards, con-
struction methodology, execu-
tion strategy, quality control, 
and cost analysis, helping re-
duce delays and cost overruns 
in road projects.

BRO, responsible for con-
structing and maintaining 
highways and strategic roads 
in India’s remote and chal-
lenging terrains, developed 
the guide to assist in both new 
construction and upgrading 
existing infrastructure. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of De-
fence, the guide is expected to 
enhance the quality and con-
sistency of DPRs, ensure 
timely project execution, and 
contribute to socio-economic 
development and improved 
strategic connectivity of  
border areas through system-
atic planning, technical accu-
racy, and cost-effective exe-
cution.

Chief of Army Staff Gener-
al Upendra Dwivedi, Defence 
Secretary Rajesh Kumar 
Singh, Secretary of Road 
Transport and Highways V 
Umashankar, DG Border 
Roads Lt Gen Raghu Srini-
vasan, and other senior offi-
cials attended the release.

Earlier, on Monday, the De-
fence Research & Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) 
and Rashtriya Raksha Univer-
sity (RRU) signed a Memo-

randum of Understanding 
(MoU) to promote collabora-
tion in research, education, 
training, and technology sup-
port for defence and internal 
security. 

The MoU, s igned by 
DRDO Director General 
Chandrika Kaushik and RRU 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Bimal 
N. Patel in the presence of 
Rajnath Singh, will focus on 
technology gap analysis, fu-
ture forecasting, life-cycle 
management of DRDO sys-
tems, and enhancing India’s 
self-reliance and strategic au-
tonomy under the Aatmanir-
bhar Bharat initiative during 
“Amrit Kaal.”

This combined effort aims 
to integrate knowledge, tech-
nology, and operational in-
sights to strengthen national 
security preparedness and the 
effectiveness of India’s border 
and internal security infra-
structure.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh releases BRO’s 
new guide for DPRs, 

aiming to improve road 
project planning, 

execution, and strategic 
connectivity in remote 

border regions.

Sri Lankan navy detains TN fishermen again
CHENNAI

Twelve fishermen from Tamil 
Nadu were detained by the Sri 
Lankan Navy on Tuesday for 
allegedly fishing in interna-
tional waters, reigniting ten-
sions over maritime boundar-
ies in the Palk Strait. The 
fishermen, from Rameswaram 
and Thangachimadam in Ra-
manathapuram district, were 
fishing between Dhanushkodi 
and Talaimannar when inter-
cepted by a Sri Lankan sur-
veillance team.

The fishermen were taken 
into custody along with their 
mechanised trawler and es-
corted to a Sri Lankan naval 
port, where legal proceedings 
are expected. Sri Lankan au-
thorities accused them of 
crossing maritime boundaries 
and illegal fishing, a claim 
often disputed by Indian fish-

ermen due to the narrow and 
contested fishing zone in the 
region.

The incident follows the re-
cent issuance of around 450 
fishing tokens from Ra-
meswaram fishing jetty, indi-
cating increased fishing activ-
ity ahead of Christmas and 
New Year. The seized trawler 
belonged to Jothibas of Than-
gachimadam. While not for-
mally registered, it had been 
issued a fishing token, raising 

concerns over regulatory 
gaps.

Among those detained are 
Prabhat (28), James Heiton 
(29), and Antony (32), each 
the primary earner for their 
families. Their arrest has 
caused dis tress  in  Ra-
meswaram and nearby coastal 
villages, with local fishermen 
expressing frustration over 
repeated detentions and vessel 
seizures that disrupt liveli-
hoods.

Kerala police 
launches initiative 
against drug abuse

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Alarmed by rising drug abuse 
among economically stable 
youth, particularly in the private 
sector, Kerala Police has 
launched a comprehensive strat-
egy combining strict enforce-
ment and workplace prevention. 
The initiative, named Preven-
tion of Drug Abuse (PODA), 
was announced on Tuesday by 
State Police Chief Ravada 
Chandrasekhar to curb narcotics 
trafficking and substance mis-
use in the State. As part of the 
ongoing D-Hunt Special Drive, 
police have registered 30,991 
cases this year. Of these, 349 
involved commercial quantities 
of narcotics, 957 cases related to 
intermediate quantities, and 
7,718 involved small amounts.

Feeding strays restriction not illegal: Bombay HC
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court has 
ruled that stopping someone 
from feeding stray dogs in 
non-designated areas is not 
illegal under the Bhartiya 
Nyaya Sanhita. A bench of 
Justices Revati Mohite Dere 
and Sandesh Patil quashed a 
criminal case against a 
42-year-old Pune resident 
who had stopped a woman 
and her friends from feeding 
stray dogs at the gates of their 
housing society.

The court noted that pre-

venting feeding on footpaths, 
entry and exit points, or 
school bus stops cannot be 
considered “wrongful re-
straint” or obstruction. The 
accused had informed the 
complainant that the location 
was not a designated feeding 
spot. The HC referred to Su-
preme Court judgments and 
the Animal Birth Control 
Rules, which allow only des-
ignated feeding areas for stray 
animals.

The judgment stated that 
the act was intended to pro-
tect children in the society, as 

there had been incidents of 
dog bites and attacks. The al-
leged obstruction lacked 

criminal intent and aimed to 
ensure residents’ safety.

The FIR, registered at Hin-

jewadi police station in Janu-
ary, mentioned that the ac-
cused and other society mem-
bers stood in front of the com-
plainant’s car to prevent her 
from leaving while feeding 
the dogs. The HC concluded 
that such preventive action 
cannot be termed illegal, es-
pecial ly when over 40  
stray dogs in the society 
posed a threat to residents’ 
safety. The decision reinforc-
es the importance of designat-
ed feeding areas for stray an-
imals while balancing com-
munity safety.

STRAY DOGS

ED secures conviction in  
Punjab drug trafficking case

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Sunday secured the 
conviction of key accused 
Athar Sayeed in a cross-bor-
der drug trafficking case reg-
istered in 2016 following an 
inquiry by Punjab Police. ED 
investigations revealed that 
Sayeed was involved in traf-
ficking heroin across the bor-
der and generating Proceeds 
of Crime (POC) from the ille-
gal activities.

Sayeed was convicted un-
der the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002, by the Special Judge 
(PMLA), Jalandhar, in an or-
der dated December 22. The 
court sentenced him to three 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of 

Rs 10,000. If the fine is not 
paid, he will face an addition-
al three-month jail term. The 
ED also secured confiscation 
of Rs 17 lakh, identified as 
the POC.

The case was initiated 
based on an FIR registered by 
Punjab Police under various 
sections of the NDPS Act, 
1985, against Sayeed and oth-
ers for cross-border drug traf-
ficking. The ED conducted 
searches at two locations on 

April 1, 2016, under PMLA 
provisions. Movable proper-
ties, including cash worth Rs 
17 lakh seized from Sayeed, 
were attached under a Provi-
sional Attachment Order on 
March 21, 2018.

According to the federal 
agency, Sayeed played a key 
role in smuggling heroin, sell-
ing it, and collecting the pro-
ceeds. The conviction marks 
a significant step in the 
long-standing investigation 
into cross-border drug opera-
tions in Punjab and reinforces 
the agency’s commitment to 
tackling organized crime and 
money laundering. The ED’s 
action demonstrates its focus 
on enforcing anti-money 
laundering laws alongside ad-
dressing narcotics-related of-
fences.

Delhi HC directs UAE 
consulate to provide lawyers
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday directed the Indian 
Consulate in the UAE to 
provide a list of locally ac-
credited lawyers or law 
firms for actor Celina Jait-
ly’s detained brother, former 
Indian Army officer Major 
Vikrant Kumar Jaitly (retd). 
The order came during a 
chamber hearing in a plea 
seeking effective legal rep-
resentation and assistance 
for Major Jaitly, who has 
been detained in the UAE 
for over a year.

Justice Sachin Datta not-
ed that Major Jaitly contin-
ues to receive consular ac-
cess as per earlier orders. 
During the hearing, Celina 
Jaitly requested arrange-
ments for a local lawyer or 
law firm to represent her 
brother. The Court accepted 
the request and clarified that 
the costs for engaging any 
lawyer or law firm would be 
borne by Major Jaitly or his 

family, and this must be 
clearly communicated to 
him.

The Court further directed 
that if any lawyer or law 
firm is willing to waive pro-
fessional charges, this infor-
mation should also be con-
veyed, enabling Major Jait-
ly to make an informed 
choice. Additionally, the 
specific name of the lawyer 
or law firm must be com-
municated to him.

Earlier, the Delhi High 
Court had instructed the 
Centre, through the Minis-
try of External Affairs, to 
facilitate communication 
between Celina Jaitly and 
her brother, ensuring regular 
updates on his welfare and 
legal status. The Court had 
also appointed a nodal offi-
cer to maintain communica-
tion, guarantee consular 
access, and ensure Major 
Jaitly’s family remains in-
formed. The matter is listed 
for further hearing on Janu-
ary 22.2

Delhi police crack cyber 
fraud QR code case

NEW DELHI

The Cyber Police Station of 
North District, Delhi, has 
solved a QR code tamper-
ing-based cyber fraud case 
and arrested the main accused 
following technical analysis 
and investigation. The case 
emerged after a complainant 
purchased a lehenga worth Rs 
2.50 lakh from a reputed 
Chandni Chowk shop on De-
cember 13.

During the purchase, the 
complainant made two digital 
payments of Rs 90,000 and Rs 
50,000, totalling Rs 1.40 lakh, 
by scanning the shop’s dis-
played QR codes. Later, the 
shop informed the customer 
that no payment had been cred-
ited to their official account. 
Despite showing payment 
screenshots, the complainant 
was told the money was not re-
ceived, leading to an online 
complaint.

An e-FIR was registered 
under Sections 318(4), 319, 
and 340 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita. Police in-
spected the shop, verified bill-
ing and payment systems, and 
recorded statements of the 
complainant, shop staff, and 

management. Examination of 
bank records and transaction 
trails revealed that the pay-
ment was diverted to an unre-
lated account in Rajasthan.

Using digital footprints, 
mobile data, and bank re-
cords, police traced and ar-
rested 19-year-old Manish 
Verma from Chaksu, Jaipur 
district. He admitted to edit-
ing genuine merchant QR 
codes to divert customer pay-
ments into his account. Seized 
mobile phones contained over 
100 edited and original QR 
codes, chats, screenshots, and 
financial records.

Investigation revealed Ver-
ma used image-editing apps 
to replace merchant bank de-
tails while keeping QR codes 
visually identical. He con-
fessed that his actions were 
inspired by a South Indian 
movie, “Vettaiyan.”

ED alleges misuse 
of Centre funds by 
Khurshid family

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has revealed that Rs 
71.50 lakh granted by the 
Central government to Dr Za-
kir Hussain Memorial Trust 
was diverted for personal gain 
instead of being used for 
sanctioned camps. 

Former Minister Salman 
Khurshid’s wife, Louise 
Khurshid, along with trust of-
ficials Pratyush Shukla and 
Mohammad Athar, are ac-
cused of misusing the funds 
for the trust’s interests and 
personal benefit. 

The ED made the disclo-
sure days after the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
court in Lucknow took cogni-
sance of its Prosecution  
Complaint on November 25, 
2025.

Security forces conduct anti-
sabotage operations in Srinagar
SRINAGAR

Security forces on Tuesday carried out anti-sabotage operations 
around vital installations in Srinagar to strengthen security and 
prevent potential threats, officials said. Operations were con-
ducted in Maharaja Bazaar and Amira Kadal areas near Bakshi 
Stadium, the main venue for Republic Day and Independence 
Day celebrations in the Valley. An official stated that such pre-
event operations are routine to ensure terrorists cannot disrupt 
flag hoisting ceremonies, parades, and cultural events. The ex-
ercise involved the police and Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) working in coordination to secure sensitive locations 
and major installations in North Srinagar.
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Sri Lankan Navy arrests 

12 TN fishermen, 
impounds trawler

Bangladesh-Pakistan 
military pact 

in works

Another dark chapter 
unfolding in B’desh: 

Canadian MP 

Chennai
Sri Lankan naval person-

nel on Tuesday arrested at 
least 12 fishermen from 

Tamil Nadu’s coastal belt 
on charges of allegedly 

poaching in international 
waters, once again high-

lighting the persistent ten-
sions faced by Indian fish-

ermen in the Palk Strait 
region. According to offi-
cials of the Tamil Nadu 

Fisheries Department, the 
fishermen hailed from 

Rameswaram and 
Thangachimadam in Ra-
manathapuram district. 
The fishermen were re-

portedly engaged in fish-
ing activities in the waters 

between Dhanushkodi 
and Talaimannar when 

they were intercepted by a 
surveillance unit of the Sri 

Lankan Navy.

Dhaka
Bangladesh is in the pro-
cess of formalising a mili-

tary deal with Pakistan, 
which is similar to the 
lines that Islamabad 

signed with Saudi Arabia. 
Since Muhammad Yunus 
was appointed caretaker 

of the interim government 
in Bangladesh, ties be-

tween the two countries 
have plummeted to new 
depths. Dhaka has con-

sistently tried moving 
away from India and 

inched closer towards Is-
lamabad, even if it meant 
that the ISI used Bangla-

desh as a breeding 
ground for radicals and 

terrorists. Indian agencies 
are keeping a close watch 
on the developments as 

Bangladesh and Pakistan 
get ready to formalise a 

military deal.

Ottawa
Canadian Conservative 

Party MP Shuv Majumdar 
strongly condemned the 
brutal mob lynching of 

Hindu youth Dipu Chan-
dra Das in Bangladesh’s 

Mymensingh district, say-
ing the incident under-

scored that forces of ha-
tred and extremism re-
main unchecked across 
the South Asian nation. 
Taking to X, Majumdar 

said, Another dark chap-
ter is unfolding in Bangla-
desh, unleashing the fa-

miliar pain of generational 
trauma. The brutal lynch-
ing of Dipu Chandra Das 
-- a young Hindu factory 

worker beaten to death by 
a mob, his body desecrat-

ed and set ablaze.

Bangladesh Sees Alarming Rise in Suicide Cases
DHAKA

 
Bangladesh has witnessed a 
sharp and deeply concerning 
rise in suicide cases, with an 
average of around 40 people 
dying by suicide every day 
across the country, according 
to local media reports. The 
disturbing data highlights a 
growing public health and 
social crisis that experts warn 
requires urgent, coordinated 
national action.

The figures were disclosed 
by Additional Inspector Gen-
eral of Bangladesh Police 
(Crime) Md Ashraful Islam 
during an event held at the 

International Centre for Diar-
rhoeal Disease Research in 
Dhaka. Addressing policy-
makers, researchers, and 
health professionals, the se-
nior police official stated that 
Jashore district currently re-
cords the highest number of 
suicide cases in the country.

The event was jointly or-
ganised by ICDDRB, the Di-
rectorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), and the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Discussions centred 
on the draft Bangladesh Na-
tional Suicide Prevention 
Plan, with proceedings re-
ported by leading Bangla-

deshi daily Prothom Alo.
Despite increasing public 

discourse on mental health 
and suicide, several speakers 
at the event pointed out that 
Bangladesh still lacks mean-
ingful and effective suicide 
prevention initiatives. Ex-
perts noted that while public 

health researchers often rely 
on WHO estimates, police 
data paints an even grimmer 
picture, suggesting that actu-
al suicide-related deaths ex-
ceed international projec-
tions.

Providing a detailed break-
down, Ashraful Islam shared 
nationwide data on sui-
cide-related unnatural deaths 
recorded by law enforcement 
agencies. Between 2020 and 
2024, a total of 73,597 peo-
ple died by suicide in Ban-
gladesh. This translates to an 
annual average of 14,719 
deaths, or approximately 40 
suicides every day. The trend 

appears to be worsening in 
2025, with 12,335 cases re-
corded between January and 
October alone — a daily av-
erage of nearly 41 deaths.

Speaking at the event, Na-
tional Institute of Mental 
Health Director Mahbubur 
Rahman stressed that suicide 
prevention cannot succeed 
through isolated or fragment-
ed efforts. He called for coor-
dinated action involving mul-
tiple ministries, including 
health, agriculture, home af-
fairs, education, religious 
affairs, and information, 
alongside civil society and 
community stakeholders.

BANGLADESH SUICIDE CRISIS

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.
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5 Policemen Killed in Targeted 
Attack on Security Convoy in Pak

Targeted violence against police escalates as gunmen kill five personnel in 
Karak, deepening security concerns nationwide.

ISLAMABAD
 

At least five police personnel 
were killed on Tuesday after 
gunmen targeted a police mo-
bile in Karak district of Paki-
stan’s volatile northwest, local 
police confirmed. The deadly 
incident adds to a troubling 
pattern of attacks against law 
enforcement agencies, partic-
ularly in the country’s border-
ing provinces.

District Police Officer 
(DPO) Saud Khan said that 
unidentified assailants opened 
fire on a police vehicle that 
was part of a security detail 
assigned to a private gas com-
pany. The attackers fled the 
scene after the assault and 
subsequently set the vehicle 
ablaze, leaving it completely 
destroyed. Security forces 
cordoned off the area and 

launched a search operation, 
but no arrests had been re-
ported at the time of filing 
this report.

The attack occurred in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, a province 
that has witnessed a sharp rise 
in militant activity in recent 
years. Officials acknowledged 
that police and security instal-

lations have increasingly be-
come soft targets for armed 
groups operating in the region.

Earlier this month, on De-
cember 8, a policeman was 
injured when assailants target-
ed the Ahmadzai police sta-
tion in Bannu district using 
sniper fire, according to a po-
lice officer quoted by local 

media. Just days before that, 
on December 3, three police 
personnel — including an as-
sistant sub-inspector — were 
killed in an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) blast that 
struck a police vehicle in the 
Paniyala area of Dera Ismail 
Khan. District police spokes-
person Yaqoob Zulqarnain 
said the victims were ASI Gul 
Alam, Constable Rafiq, and 
the driver of the mobile van, 
Sakhi Jan, while another con-
stable escaped unhurt.

The latest killing comes amid 
alarming statistics highlighted 
by the Islamabad-based Centre 
for Research and Security Stud-
ies (CRSS). In its most recent 
security assessment, the think 
tank reported a more than 46 
per cent increase in overall vi-
olence across Pakistan during 
the third quarter of 2025. 

India Reaffirms 
Support to Sri Lanka 

with $450 mn aid
COLOMBO

 
External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Tuesday reaf-
firmed India’s full support to 
Sri Lanka as the island nation 
continues recovery and rebuild-
ing efforts in the aftermath of 
Cyclone Ditwah. During a se-
ries of high-level meetings in 
Colombo, Jaishankar under-
scored New Delhi’s commit-
ment as a trusted first responder 
and development partner.

Jaishankar met Sri Lankan 
Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath, 
Health Minister Nalinda Jayat-
issa, Labour and Deputy Fi-
nance Minister Anil Jayantha, 
and Deputy Tourism Minister 
Ruwan Ranasinghe. In a post on 
X, the External Affairs Minister 
said the discussions focused on 
the implementation of India’s 
reconstruction package and ex-
plored additional relief measures 
to accelerate recovery.

Earlier in the day, Jaishankar 
held talks with Sri Lankan 
Prime Minister Harini Amara-
suriya, assuring her of India’s 
steadfast commitment to re-
building efforts. He described 
the reconstruction package as a 
reflection of the deep and en-
during bond between the two 
neighbouring nations, particu-
larly in times of crisis.

The Indian minister also 
called on Sri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, 
conveying the personal mes-
sage and warm wishes of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. Jais-
hankar emphasized India’s sol-
idarity with the people of Sri 
Lanka and reiterated New Del-
hi’s readiness to extend sus-
tained assistance.

Significantly, Jaishankar an-
nounced a comprehensive re-
construction package worth 
USD 450 million. The assis-
tance will support the rehabili-
tation and restoration of critical 
road, railway, and bridge con-
nectivity; construction of hous-
es that were fully or partially 
damaged; and targeted aid for 
the health and education sectors 
affected by the cyclone. The 
package also includes support 
for agriculture to mitigate po-
tential shortages in the short 
and medium term, as well as 
investments in improving di-
saster response and prepared-
ness. Building on India’s 
first-responder role under Op-
eration Sagar Bandhu, the ini-
tiative highlights New Delhi’s 
broader regional commitment 
to humanitarian assistance and 
resilient infrastructure, rein-
forcing India–Sri Lanka coop-
eration at a crucial juncture for 
the island nation’s recovery.

Jaishankar assures Sri 
Lanka of  India’s 

unwavering support, 
announcing major 
reconstruction aid 

following Cyclone Ditwah 
devastation.

Baloch American Congress 
President Slams Punjab Leadership

Baloch leader Tara Chand accuses Pakistan’s Punjab leadership of 
exploiting Balochistan’s resources to fuel provincial development.

WASHINGTON
 

Tara Chand, President of the 
Baloch American Congress, 
on Tuesday launched a sharp 
attack on Punjab province 
Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif, alleging that 
claims of development in 
Punjab have been built on the 
suffering and exploitation of 
the people of Balochistan.

Taking to X, Chand accused 
the Punjab leadership of 
boasting about infrastructure 
projects such as the Green 
Line and Orange Line while 
ignoring what he described as 
the heavy human and eco-
nomic cost borne by Baloch-
istan. Every achievement you 
advertise in Punjab has come 
at the cost of Baloch lives, 
Chand wrote, asserting that 
development narratives pre-
sented by Punjab were rooted 
in decades of resource ex-
traction from Baloch regions.

Highlighting historical 
grievances, Chand said that as 

early as 1952, natural gas from 
Balochistan was diverted to 
Punjab, where it powered in-
dustries, illuminated homes, 
and accelerated economic 
growth. In contrast,  he 
claimed, the people of Baloch-
istan were left without access 
to basic amenities. According 
to him, Punjab’s prosperity has 
been fuelled by the extraction 
of Balochistan’s gas, minerals, 
gold, land, coastline, and ma-
rine and natural resources.

Chand painted a bleak pic-
ture of living conditions in 
Balochistan, alleging wide-
spread deprivation. Our peo-
ple have no food, no drinking 
water, no schools, no electric-

ity, no healthcare, and no op-
portunities, he stated, adding 
that unemployment, despair, 
and resistance now define dai-
ly life in the province. He de-
scribed this situation as living 
proof of long-standing neglect 
and marginalisation.

The Baloch leader further 
alleged that the suffering of 
the Baloch people is the result 
of systematic exploitation by 
Pakistani authorities. He 
claimed that discrimination 
extends beyond the province, 
asserting that Baloch people 
living in Punjab face humilia-
tion and marginalisation.

Chand also criticised the 
role of external financing, al-
leging that Punjab’s recent 
development has largely been 
funded through China under 
the China–Pakistan Economic 
Corridor. He accused the au-
thorities of mortgaging Ba-
lochistan’s land and resources 
to China while directing loans 
and investments primarily to-
ward Punjab.

PHNOM PENH
 

Thai military forces continued 
to use artillery and tank-mount-
ed machine guns to fire at mul-
tiple targets in Cambodian ter-
ritory as of Tuesday morning, a 
Cambodian defence spokesper-
son said on Tuesday. The civil-
ian death toll in Cambodia has 
increased to 21, as border con-
flict with Thailand has entered 
its 17th day, Defence Ministry's 
Undersecretary of State and 
Spokesperson Lt. General Maly 
Socheata said.

The Thai military had at-
tacked locations where Cambo-
dian civilians resided, resulting 
in 21 civilian deaths, including 
one infant, and injuries to 83 
others as of 6 pm on December 
22, she said at a press briefing.

The Cambodia-Thailand bor-

der conflict has reignited since 
December 7, and both sides 
have accused the other of initi-
ating the attack, Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

According to the latest fig-
ures released by the Cambodi-
an Ministry of Interior, the con-
flict has so far forced about 
545,000 Cambodians to flee 
their homes for safe shelters.

The Foreign Ministers of As-
sociation of SouthEast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) member 
countries, who held a 'special 
meeting' in Malaysia's Kuala 
Lumpur to address the current 
situation between Cambodia 
and Thailand, have urged both 
countries to exercise restraint 
and take immediate steps for 
the cessation of all forms of 
hostilities. The meeting reaf-
firmed the commitment to 

ASEAN unity and solidarity as 
well as ASEAN Centrality in 
ensuring regional peace, secu-
rity, stability and prosperity, in 
accordance with the ASEAN 
Charter. The participants of the 
meeting voiced serious con-
cerns about the continued ten-
sions and hostilities, which 
have caused significant casual-
ties, damage to civilian infra-
structure, and displacement of 
people on both sides of the bor-
der, according to the statement 
released by the ASEAN Chair.

The members urged Thailand 
and Cambodia to ensure that 
civilians residing in the affected 
border areas are able to return, 
without obstruction and in safe-
ty and dignity, to their homes 
and normal livelihoods as they 
existed prior to the outbreak of 
hostilities.

Thai military continues to strike 
multiple targets in Cambodian territory

Woman arrested in NCP 
leader shooting case

DHAKA
 

Bangladesh's police have 
arrested a woman in con-
nection with the shooting of 
a National Citizen Party 
(NCP) leader, local media 
reported on Tuesday, citing 
an official. The victim, Mo-
hammad Motaleb Sikder, 
the Khulna divisional chief 
of the NCP and a central or-
ganiser of NCP Sramik 
Shakti, was shot at a house 
near Gazi Medical College 
Hospital in the Sonadanga 
area of Khulna city.

This incident came just 
days after radical Islamist 
leader Sharif Osman Hadi 
was shot on December 12 
by assailants in Dhaka.

Confirming the arrest, 
Ta imur  I s lam,  Off i -
cer-in-Charge (OC) of the 
Detective Division (DB) of 
Khulna Metropolitan, said 
that the woman was taken 
into custody from the Sadar 
Police Station area of the city.

The woman has been 
identified as Tanima, also 
known as Tanvi, though 
the police did not release 
further details about her 
identity.

Citing multiple local 
sources, leading Bangladeshi 
daily Prothom Alo reported 
that Tanima serves as the 
joint member secretary of 
the Khulna district branch of 
NCP's youth wing, Jubo 
Shakti.

Reports suggest that Sik-
der was shot at Tanima's 
rented house in the Sonadan-
ga area of Khulna. He was 
rescued by the locals and 
taken to Khulna Medical 
College Hospital (KMCH) 
in an injured condition.

KMCH Superintendent 
Md Akhtaruzzaman said that 
Sikder is currently out of 
danger The bullet hit the left 
side near his ear and exited 
without entering the head. 
His scalp was injured, but he 
is now stable and out of dan-
ger, said the doctor.

248 civilians, 205 
Pakistani security 
personnel killed 
in Balochistan

QUETTA
 

As violence continues to esca-
late in Balochistan, at least 
248 civilians and 205 security 
personnel were killed in sever-
al attacks, bombings, and 
armed incidents across the 
province in 2025 -- making it 
one of the deadliest years for 
the region in recent times, ac-
cording to the Pakistani gov-
ernment's data. As per the find-
ings of the Pakistani govern-
ment released by security au-
thorities, a total of 432 armed 
incidents were recorded across 
Balochistan during the year, 
resulting in hundreds of fatali-
ties among civilians and mem-
bers of security forces, while a 
climate of fear and uncertainty 
persisted in the region, reports 
local media.

Citing official statistics, The 
Balochistan Post reported that 
the violence resulted in the 
deaths of 284 civilians and 205 
security personnel, although 
earlier government figures had 
put the civilian death toll at 
248. This unrest severely im-
pacted the daily life of Baloch 
people and raised serious con-
cerns about Balochistan's 
overall security situation.

According to the report, sev-
eral major attacks took place 
across Balochistan in 2025, 
including six suicide bomb-
ings in Quetta, Mastung, Khu-
zdar, Turbat, and Nokundi.

It noted that on March 11, a 
militant group attacked and 
hijacked the Jaffer Express in 
the Bolan area.

Additionally, seven people 
were killed in Barkhan on 
February 18, followed by sep-
arate gunfire incidents target-
ing passenger coaches near 
Zhob and Kalat in July.
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India–New Zealand FTA a Historic: PM Modi
WELLINGTON

 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday described 
the India–New Zealand Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) as a 
historic milestone in the coun-
try’s trade diplomacy, noting 
that it is India’s first wom-
en-led FTA, with almost the 
entire negotiating team com-
prising women. The Prime 
Minister said the agreement 
symbolises not only a break-
through in economic cooper-
ation but also India’s growing 
emphasis on women-led de-
velopment and leadership.

PM Modi shared an article 
authored by Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal, which elaborates on 
the evolving nature of India’s 
trade agreements. Responding 
to Goyal’s post on X, the 
Prime Minister stated that In-
dia’s FTAs today go far be-
yond tariff reductions and are 

part of a broader mission to 
strengthen the economy and 
improve the lives of millions. 
He highlighted that the India–
New Zealand FTA stands out 
as a defining moment because 
of its women-led negotiating 
framework.

The agreement marks a sig-
nificant step forward in In-
dia’s engagement with New 
Zealand, opening new ave-
nues for comprehensive eco-

nomic cooperation. According 
to the government, the FTA 
delivers wide-ranging benefits 
by securing improved market 
access for Indian goods, ex-
panding opportunities in ser-
vices and labour mobility, and 
deepening collaboration in 
agriculture, investment, and 
emerging sectors.

One of the most notable 
features of the agreement is 
the elimination of duties on 

100 per cent of Indian exports 
to New Zealand. In addition, 
the FTA includes a USD 20 
billion investment commit-
ment spread over 15 years, 
aimed at strengthening long-
term economic and strategic 
cooperation between the two 
countries. New Zealand has 
also offered immediate ze-
ro-duty market access on 100 
per cent of its tariff lines — 
covering 8,284 tariff lines 
from the date of the Agree-
ment’s Entry into Force.

Government sources said the 
benefits of the FTA are expect-
ed to be broad-based, positively 
impacting farmers, micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), students, and skilled 
professionals. Enhanced access 
to global markets, increased 
investment flows, and greater 
mobility opportunities are ex-
pected to generate employment 
and boost innovation across 
sectors.

WOMEN-LED TRADE MILESTONE

QUICK READ
Revised data series 

won’t have big impact on 
GDP growth estimates

Early loan disbursement 
recovery points to 

healthier credit growth

Festive rush  
leaves air passengers 

stranded 

New Delhi
The Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Imple-

mentation (MoSPI) does 
not expect a significant 
change in India’s GDP 

growth estimates after 
the release of the revised 
national accounts series 

in February next year, 
MoSPI Secretary Saurabh 
Garg said on Tuesday. Too 
early to say on its impact 
on GDP numbers. In gen-

eral, we don’t expect 
much change from our 
previous expectations, 

Garg told journalists here. 
The government is set to 
release the new GDP se-
ries along with a new in-
flation series. The revised 
national accounts frame-

work will also include 
back-series data for 

2022-23, 2023-24 and 
2024-25, enabling conti-

nuity and comparison.

New Delhi
Early signs of recovery in 

loan disbursements 
across most retail and ve-
hicle segments point to a 
healthier growth in credit 
cycle in India in FY27, a re-
port said on Tuesday. The 
report from JM Financial 
Institutional Securities 
said that disbursement 

momentum across 
sub-segments rose 6 per 
cent and 35 per cent year 
on year in H1 FY26 and Q2 
FY26, respectively, versus 

a growth of 3 per cent 
and 11 per cent YoY in 

FY25. Public sector banks 
gained share in personal, 

home and auto loans 
while private banks 

strengthened share in 
consumer durables, credit 
cards and two wheelers, 

the report said. 

Chennai
Passengers travelling from 

Chennai to the southern 
districts of Tamil Nadu are 

facing severe difficulties 
due to the non-availability 
of direct flights during the 

peak Christmas–New 
Year holiday season. With 
demand far exceeding the 
available capacity, airfares 

have risen sharply and 
travel times have in-

creased substantially, 
causing widespread in-
convenience to holiday 
travellers. With schools 
and colleges closed for 
extended vacations, a 

large number of people 
residing in Chennai and 
its suburban areas have 
begun travelling to their 

hometowns to spend the 
festive season with their 

families.

Vibrant Gujarat Regional 
Conference to Showcase Alang
GANDHINAGAR

 
The second edition of the Vi-
brant Gujarat Regional Con-
ference (VGRC) for the 
Kutch and Saurashtra region, 
scheduled to be held next 
month in Rajkot, is set to 
place Gujarat’s maritime ca-
pabilities firmly in the global 
spotlight. A major focus of the 
conference will be the inter-
nationally renowned Alang–
Sosiya Ship Recycling Yard, 
which has emerged as a cor-
nerstone of the state’s blue 
economy and sustainable in-
dustrial growth.

Developed under the guid-
ance of the Gujarat Maritime 
Board (GMB), the Alang–So-
siya Ship Recycling Yard has 
grown into one of the world’s 
largest and most trusted ship 
recycling hubs. The facility 
contributes nearly 32 per cent 
to the global ship recycling 
vo lume ,  a  r emarkab le 
achievement driven by pro-

gressive state policies, trans-
parent governance, strict safe-
ty norms, and strong environ-
mental commitments.

To date, more than 8,800 
ships have been recycled at 
Alang through safe and sys-
tematic processes. With an 
impressive 99.95 per cent of 

materials reused, the yard has 
become a benchmark for 
green economy practices 
worldwide. Both hazardous 
and non-hazardous waste gen-
erated during recycling oper-
ations are handled using sci-
entifically validated disposal 
methods, ensuring minimal 

environmental impact.
Out of the 128 operational 

plots at Alang, 115 are fully 
compliant with the Hong 
Kong Convention (HKC). 
With the convention coming 
into global force in June 
2025, Alang has earned rec-
ognition as the world’s most 
reliable and compliant green 
ship recycling centre. This 
compliance reinforces India’s 
commitment to safe, environ-
mentally sound ship recycling 
practices aligned with interna-
tional standards.

The ship recycling yard is 
supported by robust infra-
structure, including a dedicat-
ed training institute, a Level-3 
multispecialty hospital and 
trauma centre for workers, 
and state-of-the-art waste 
management facilities. Waste 
from recycling activities is 
treated at the TSDF site, 
which is currently undergoing 
further upgradation to en-
hance capacity and efficiency.

Upcoming 
VGRC in Rajkot 

will highlight 
Gujarat’s 
maritime 
strength, 

with Alang 
ship recycling 

showcased 
globally.

AP Aims to Lead 
India’s Quantum 

Revolution: Naidu
AMARAVATI

 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Chandrababu Naidu on 
Tuesday expressed strong 
confidence that Andhra 
Pradesh will emerge as the 
national leader in quantum 
technology, asserting that the 
state is laying the foundation 
for a transformative techno-
logical revolution. Addressing 
a massive digital gathering of 
more than 50,000 students, 
professionals, researchers, 
and industry partners, Naidu 
outlined an ambitious road-
map to build a future-ready 
quantum workforce and 
strengthen the Amaravati 
Quantum Valley ecosystem.

Speaking under a state-led 
initiative focused on ad-
vanced technologies, the 
Chief Minister said the gov-
ernment has prepared a com-
prehensive action plan to pro-
duce experts across quantum 
and allied domains. He an-
nounced that Andhra Pradesh 
aims to train one million indi-
viduals in quantum funda-
mentals such as quantum me-
chanics and quantum algo-
rithms. In addition, the state 
plans to skill 300,000 profes-
sionals in quantum software 
and hardware technologies, 
while nurturing 100,000 ex-
perts in advanced research 
and innovation.

Naidu said Amaravati will 
be developed as India’s Quan-
tum Valley, drawing inspira-
tion from Silicon Valley in the 
United States. He expressed 
optimism that quantum com-
puting devices would be de-
signed and manufactured in 
Amaravati within the next 

two years, signalling the 
state’s intent to move rapidly 
from skill development to 
high-end production and in-
novation.

Highlighting the strong re-
sponse to the initiative, the 
Chief Minister said the quan-
tum programme has already 
generated significant enthusi-
asm among young learners 
and professionals. Through a 
single announcement to train 
quantum experts, 54,000 peo-
ple registered, he noted, call-
ing it a clear indication of the 
growing interest in next-gen-
eration technologies among 
India’s youth.

The programme is being 
implemented through a strate-
gic partnership led by WISER 
(The Washington Institute for 
STEM, Entrepreneurship and 
Research), with Qubitech 
serving as the India partner. 
The collaboration aims to 
bring global expertise, indus-
try exposure, and cutting-edge 
cu r r i cu lum to  Andhra 
Pradesh’s quantum mission.

Chandrababu Naidu 
unveils ambitious action 
plan to position Andhra 

Pradesh as India’s 
leading quantum 
technology hub.

Tata Motors Crosses 2.5 Lakh EV 
Milestone, Strengthening Leadership
MUMBAI

 
Tata Motors on Tuesday an-
nounced that it has crossed a 
significant milestone in In-
dia’s electric vehicle journey, 
with more than 2.5 lakh 
TATA.ev cars now running on 
roads across the country. The 
achievement reinforces the 
company’s leadership position 
in India’s rapidly expanding 
electric passenger vehicle 
segment, at a time when EVs 
are transitioning from niche 
adoption to mainstream ac-
ceptance.

The milestone reflects the 
growing confidence of Indian 
consumers in electric mobility 
and highlights Tata Motors’ 
pivotal role in shaping this 
transformation. Since the 
launch of its first mass-market 
electric car, the Nexon.ev, in 
2020, the company has con-
sistently expanded its EV 
footprint, focusing on afford-
ability, reliability, and ecosys-
tem development.

The Nexon.ev created his-

tory by becoming the first 
electric car in India to cross 
one lakh cumulative sales, 
setting a benchmark for the 
domestic EV industry. Build-
ing on this success, Tata Mo-
tors has broadened its electric 
portfolio to cater to diverse 
customer needs and price seg-
ments.

Currently, Tata Motors com-
mands around 66 per cent of 
India’s electric passenger vehi-
cle market, meaning nearly 
two out of every three electric 
cars on Indian roads belong to 
the Tata stable. Its EV lineup 
includes models such as the 
Tiago.ev, Punch.ev, Nexon.ev, 
Curvv.ev, and Harrier.ev, cov-
ering multiple body styles and 
consumer segments.

In addition to personal mo-

bility, the company also offers 
the XPRES-T EV for fleet 
operators, expanding access 
to electric mobility for com-
mercial and shared transpor-
tation services.

Commenting on the mile-
stone, Shailesh Chandra, Man-
aging Director and CEO of 
Tata Motors Passenger Vehi-
cles Limited, said that crossing 
2.5 lakh EV sales demon-
strates that electric mobility is 
increasingly becoming part of 
everyday Indian life. He noted 
that customers are now driving 
EVs with greater confidence 
and trusting them as their pri-
mary vehicles.

Chandra emphasised that 
Tata Motors’ EV journey has 
gone beyond selling cars, fo-
cusing instead on building a 
comprehensive ecosystem to 
support India’s transition to 
clean mobility. He credited 
supportive government poli-
cies, supplier partnerships, 
charging infrastructure pro-
viders, and customer trust as 
key enablers of this progress.

Tata Motors marks a landmark moment as over 2.5 lakh  
TATA.ev cars now operate nationwide

Google Activates Emergency Location Service on Android in India
NEW DELHI

 
Google on Tuesday announced 
the activation of its Emergen-
cy Location Service (ELS) on 
Android devices in India, 
marking a significant step to-
ward strengthening emergency 
response capabilities nation-
wide. With this move, Uttar 
Pradesh has become the first 
state in the country to fully in-
tegrate the advanced caller 
location technology with its 
112 emergency services.

In a statement, Google said 

that the Emergency Location 
Service is now live on An-
droid across India, enabling 
emergency responders to re-
ceive a caller’s precise loca-
tion automatically when a 112 
call or SMS is made. Uttar 
Pradesh’s emergency re-
sponse system, UP112, is the 
first to operationalise the 
technology end-to-end, allow-
ing responders to locate call-
ers faster and more accurately 
during critical situations.

ELS is a built-in Android 
feature that uses a combina-

tion of GPS, Wi-Fi, and mo-
bile network signals to deter-
mine a caller’s location with 
an accuracy of up to 50 me-
tres. This capability is partic-
ularly vital in emergencies 
where callers may be unable 
to describe their location or 
where calls drop shortly after 
being connected. Even in 
such cases, responders can 
still access the last known lo-
cation and reach those in need 
more quickly.

Google emphasised that the 
service has been designed with 

strong privacy safeguards. 
ELS activates only during 
emergency calls or messages, 
is free of cost, and does not 
require users to install addi-
tional apps or hardware. Im-
portantly, the location data is 
transmitted directly from the 
user’s phone to emergency ser-
vices and is neither collected 
nor stored by Google.

Before its statewide rollout 
in Uttar Pradesh, the Emer-
gency Location Service was 
pilot tested for several months 
with promising results.

India’s IT job demand touches 1.8 
million in 2025 driven by GCCs

NEW DELHI
 

India’s  IT job demand 
reached 1.8 million roles in 
2025, up 16 per cent over the 
previous year, with a larger 
share of hiring coming from 
GCCs and product-led organ-
isations, a report has said.

The report from talent solu-
tions provider Quess Corp 
said Global Capability Cen-
tres accounted for about 27 
per cent of total IT hiring de-
mand in 2025, up from 15 per 
cent in 2024, while product 
and SaaS firms expanded se-
lective hiring, while IT ser-
vices and consulting recorded 
modest growth.

Startup hiring declined to 
low single-digit levels amid 
funding moderation, the re-
port noted.

Mid career professionals 
with four to ten years of expe-
rience made up 65 per cent of 
hiring, compared with 50 per 
cent in 2024, and entry level 
hiring accounted for 15 per 
cent as employers sought pro-
ductivity ready talent.

Demand shifted strongly 
toward emerging digital 
skills, with AI/ML, cloud en-

gineering, DevOps and cyber-
security outpacing traditional 
software roles significantly 
with over half of hiring cen-
tred on former capabilities, 
the report said.

Select next generation roles 
attracted salary premiums of 
10–40 per cent for Generative 
AI specialists, MLOps and 
LLMOps engineers, AI ethics 
and governance leads, FinOps 
professionals, cyber threat in-
telligence analysts and plat-
form engineering architects

AI, cloud and cybersecurity 
skills saw particularly strong 
interest, pointing to the in-
creasing complexity of roles 
being built in India. Overall, 
this suggests a technology hir-
ing market that is moving 
steadily up the value curve, 
with this momentum offering 
a positive base for 2026, said 
Kapil Joshi, CEO of IT Staff-
ing, Quess Corp.

Hiring remained concen-
trated in Tier 1 cities, which 
accounted for 88–90 per cent 
of demand, led by Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, Pune, Chennai, 
Mumbai and Delhi NCR, 
while Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities 
contributed 10–12 per cent.

MUMBAI
 

Private equity and venture 
capital (PE and VC) invest-
ments in India increased by 
4 per cent in November 
compared to October in val-
ue terms, a report said on 
Tuesday, adding that in 2025 
so far, PE and VC invest-
ments have reached 88 per 
cent of last year’s levels.

Investments in the real es-
tate and infrastructure asset 
class increased nearly five-
fold (460 per cent) to $4.2 
billion in November 2025 
from $747 million in No-
vember 2024.

In terms of the number of 
deals, pure-play investments 
increased by 1 per cent year-
on-year, whereas real estate 
and infrastructure deals were 
up by 73 per cent year-on-
year, according to the EY-IV-
CA monthly PE/VC roundup.

November 2025 recorded 
$5.6 billion in PE/VC in-
vestments, a 31 per cent 
year-on-year increase ($4.3 
billion in November 2024) 
and a 4 per cent month-on-
month increase ($5.4 billion 
in October 2025), said Vivek 
Soni, Partner and National 
Leader, Private Equity Ser-
vices, EY.

The number of deals in-
creased to 113 in November 
2025, a 12 per cent year-on-
year increase (101 deals in 
November 2024) and a 4 per 
cent month-on-month in-
crease (109 deals in October 
2025).

In  November,  buyout 
deals were the highest at 
$2.1 billion, followed by 
startup investments at $1.7 
billion. From a sector point 
of view, real estate was the 
top sector in November 
2025, recording $3.7 billion 
in investments, followed by 
infrastructure ($531 mil-
lion), the report showed.

PE/VC exits stood at $3.2 
billion across 23 deals in 
November 2025, 11 per cent 
lower than in November 
2024 ($3.7 billion). Exits 
through IPO accounted for 
46 per cent of the total exit 
value ($1.5 billion).

Given the global and do-
mestic headwinds, such as 
geopolitical tensions, tariff 
uncertaint ies  under the 
Trump administration and 
the Rupee’s depreciation, in-
vestment activity has been 
pretty robust, said the report.

PE and VC Investments in India reach 
88 pc of 2024 levels, up 4 pc in Nov

Gold scales new 
peak of Rs 1.4 
lakh in Delhi

NEW DELHI
 

Gold prices rose for the sec-
ond straight day in the nation-
al capital, climbing ₹2,650 to 
a fresh record of ₹1,40,850 
per 10 grams on Tuesday, 
tracking strong global market 
trends, according to the All 
India Sarafa Association. 
Gold of 99.9% purity had 
closed at ₹1,38,200 per 10 
grams on Monday. So far in 
2025, domestic gold prices 
have surged by ₹61,900, or 
78.4%, from ₹78,950 per 10 
grams recorded on December 
31, 2024.

Silver also extended its rally 
for a second consecutive ses-
sion, jumping ₹2,750 to hit an 
all-time high of ₹2,17,250 per 
kilogram, inclusive of taxes. In 
the previous session, silver had 
settled at ₹2,14,500 per kg af-
ter a sharp rise of ₹10,400.
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The Booming Used  
Car Market in India: 
A Comprehensive Analysis

India’s automotive landscape is experiencing a remarkable transformation, and at 
the heart of this change lies the rapidly expanding used car market. What was once 

considered a fragmented, unorganized sector dominated by local dealers and  
word-of-mouth transactions has evolved into a structured, technology-driven 

industry that rivals the new car market in both scale and sophistication.  
This evolution reflects broader economic trends, changing consumer preferences,  

and the democratization of vehicle ownership across the country.

Market Structure and Key Players
The used car market in India operates through multiple channels, each serving different cus-

tomer segments and preferences. Online Aggregators and Marketplaces: Digital platforms have 
emerged as dominant players, offering end-to-end solutions from discovery to purchase. These 
platforms aggregate listings from individual sellers and dealers, provide standardized inspec-
tion services, facilitate financing, and handle documentation. Some operate on a pure market-
place model, connecting buyers and sellers, while others follow an inventory-led approach, 
purchasing vehicles, refurbishing them, and reselling with warranties. These platforms have 
brought unprecedented transparency and convenience to the market. Organized Dealerships: 
Traditional dealerships have evolved significantly, with many adopting professional practices 

including quality certification, refurbishment, and customer service standards. Authorized 
dealer networks from original equipment manufacturers have also entered the used car space, 
leveraging their brand reputation and service infrastructure. These certified pre-owned pro-
grams offer buyers the assurance of manufacturer backing, comprehensive inspections, and 

warranties. Unorganized Sector: Despite the growth of organized players, a substantial portion 
of used car transactions still occurs through local dealers and individual-to-individual sales. 
This segment thrives on personal networks, lower prices, and the flexibility of negotiation. 
However, it lacks the standardization and buyer protection that organized channels provide.

India’s used car market stands at an exciting juncture, having transitioned from an infor-
mal, trust-deficit segment to an organized, technology-enabled industry. The convergence 
of economic factors, digital innovation, and changing consumer attitudes has created ro-

bust momentum that shows no signs of slowing. For millions of Indian families, used cars 
represent not just transportation 
but the fulfillment of mobility 
dreams and aspirations. As the 

market matures, addressing chal-
lenges around trust, quality assur-
ance, and standardization will be 
crucial. The players who succeed 

will be those who can balance tech-
nology with human touch, efficiency 
with reliability, and growth with sus-

tainability. For consumers, the ex-
panding used car market offers un-

precedented choice, value, and acces-
sibility, democratizing vehicle owner-
ship across income segments and ge-
ographies. The used car market is no 

longer the automotive industry’s 
poor cousin but a dynamic, vital sec-
tor that reflects India’s pragmatic ap-

proach to consumption and its aspirational journey toward greater prosperity. As infrastructure 
improves, disposable incomes rise, and digital adoption deepens, the used car market will con-
tinue to be a barometer of India’s economic vitality and consumer confidence, driving millions 

toward their automotive dreams one pre-owned vehicle at a time.

The Road Ahead
The future of India’s 

used car market appears 
exceptionally promising, 

with several trends  
shaping its trajectory. 

Digital Transformation 
Acceleration: Technolo-
gy will continue reshap-
ing the market with arti-
ficial intelligence-pow-
ered pricing algorithms, 

virtual reality show-
rooms, and block-

chain-based vehicle his-
tory records. These inno-
vations will further en-
hance transparency and 

convenience. 
Electric Vehicle Entry: 
As India’s electric vehi-

cle adoption grows, a 
parallel used electric ve-
hicle market will emerge. 
This will require new ex-
pertise in battery health 
assessment, charging in-
frastructure compatibili-

ty, and residual value  
determination. 

Rural Market Penetra-
tion: As internet connec-
tivity and digital literacy 
improve in rural areas, 
organized players will 
expand their reach be-

yond urban centers, tap-
ping into the vast potential 

of smaller towns and  
villages. 

Consolidation and  
Professionalization: The 

market will likely wit-
ness consolidation with 
stronger players acquir-

ing smaller ones, leading 
to improved service stan-

dards and operational  
efficiency across  

the industry.
 Ecosystem Integration: 
Deeper integration with 
insurance providers, fi-
nanciers, service net-
works, and regulatory 

bodies will create a 
seamless ecosystem that 
addresses all aspects of 

vehicle ownership.

Consumer 
Demographics  

and Preferences
The used car buyer in India 
represents a diverse demo-

graphic with varying motiva-
tions and requirements.

First-time Buyers: Many 
used car purchasers are first-
time car owners graduating 
from two-wheelers. They 

prioritize affordability, fuel 
efficiency, and low mainte-

nance costs. Compact hatch-
backs and entry-level sedans 

are popular choices for  
this segment. 

Upgraders: Existing car 
owners looking to upgrade to 
larger or premium vehicles 
without the depreciation hit 
of buying new constitute a 
significant segment. They 
often trade in their current 

vehicles and use the  
proceeds toward their  

next purchase. 
Urban Professionals: 

Young professionals in met-
ropolitan areas often prefer 

used cars for their daily com-
mute, viewing them as prac-
tical assets rather than status 
symbols. They value conve-
nience, fuel efficiency, and 
low total cost of ownership.
 Budget-Conscious Fami-
lies: Families seeking reli-

able transportation on limit-
ed budgets find used cars 

ideal. They prioritize  
space, safety features, and 
reliability over the latest 

technology or design. 

Conclusion

Driving Forces Behind the Surge
Several interconnected factors have contributed to the mete-
oric rise of India’s used car market, creating a perfect storm 

of conditions that favor pre-owned vehicle purchases. 
Economic Pragmatism and Value Consciousness: Indi-
an consumers are inherently value-conscious, and the used 

car market offers compelling economic advantages. A 
three-year-old car can cost 40-50% less than its brand-new 
counterpart while offering substantially similar functional-
ity and appearance. This value proposition becomes even 

more attractive when considering premium or luxury vehi-
cles, where depreciation is steeper. Middle-class families 
looking to upgrade from two-wheelers or first-time car 
buyers find used cars financially accessible without the 

burden of hefty EMIs that new cars entail. 
Rising Vehicle Ownership Aspirations: India’s growing 
middle class harbors strong aspirations for vehicle owner-
ship, viewing it as both a practical necessity and a status 

symbol. However, income levels often don’t align with the 
prices of new cars, especially as manufacturers have been 

introducing feature-rich vehicles at higher price points. 
Used cars bridge this aspiration gap, allowing buyers to 

own brands and models that would otherwise be financial-
ly out of reach. A customer with a budget of five lakh ru-

pees can choose between a basic new hatchback or a 
well-maintained used sedan or even an entry-level premi-

um car, with many opting for the latter to  
fulfill their lifestyle aspirations.

Technology and Platform Revolution: The emergence of 
organized online platforms has been transformative for the 
used car market. Companies have leveraged technology to 

address the traditional pain points of buying used cars: 
lack of trust, information asymmetry, and concerns about 

vehicle quality. These platforms offer standardized inspec-
tion reports, warranties, assured buyback options, and 

transparent pricing, fundamentally changing how consum-
ers perceive and purchase used cars. Virtual showrooms, 

home test drives, and comprehensive vehicle histories 
have made the buying process convenient and trustworthy. 
Improved Vehicle Quality and Longevity: Modern cars 
are engineered to last longer and require less maintenance 

than their predecessors. Indian roads and infrastructure 
have also improved significantly, reducing vehicle wear 
and tear. A well-maintained five or six-year-old car can 

easily serve reliably for another five to seven years, mak-
ing it a sound investment. Additionally, better service net-
works and readily available spare parts ensure that even 

older vehicles can be maintained cost-effectively. 
Financing Accessibility: Banks and non-banking finan-
cial companies have recognized the potential of the used 
car segment and have developed specialized financing 

products with competitive interest rates. Earlier, securing 
a loan for a used car was challenging, with higher interest 
rates and stringent conditions. Today, buyers can access fi-

nancing with minimal documentation, attractive interest 
rates, and flexible repayment terms, making used car pur-

chases as convenient as buying new vehicles.

The Scale of Growth
The Indian used car market has witnessed exponential growth over the past decade, transforming from a niche segment into a 
mainstream option for vehicle buyers. The market, which consists of millions of transactions annually, has been growing at a 
compound annual growth rate that outpaces the new car segment. This growth trajectory has attracted significant investment 
from venture capitalists, traditional automotive companies, and technology firms alike, all recognizing the immense potential 

that lies in organizing and digitizing this vast marketplace. The sheer volume of used car transactions in India now exceeds new 
car sales by a considerable margin, with the ratio hovering around 1.5 to 1.8 used cars sold for every new car. This trend is par-
ticularly pronounced in tier-2 and tier-3 cities, where aspirational buyers are increasingly turning to pre-owned vehicles as their 
entry point into car ownership. The market encompasses vehicles across all segments, from entry-level hatchbacks to premium 

luxury cars, each catering to different buyer demographics and needs.

Challenges and Concerns
Despite its impressive growth, the used car  

market faces several challenges that need addressing for 
sustained development. Trust Deficit: Although organized 
players have improved transparency, concerns about vehi-
cle condition, accident history, and odometer tampering 
persist. Buyers worry about hidden defects that may sur-

face after purchase, leading to unexpected expenses.
Pricing Transparency: Determining the fair market value 

of a used car remains challenging for average buyers. 
While online platforms provide indicative pricing, the ac-
tual value depends on numerous factors including condi-
tion, service history, and local demand-supply dynamics.

Documentation and Legal Hassles:  
Transferring vehicle ownership involves bureaucratic 
procedures that can be time-consuming and complex.  

Issues like pending challans, hypothecation clearances, 
and RC transfers require careful navigation.

Limited Warranty Coverage:  
Unlike new cars that come with manufacturer warranties, 
used cars typically offer limited or no warranty protection. 
Even when platforms provide warranties, they may have 

numerous exclusions and conditions.
Quality Assurance: Standardizing inspection and  

refurbishment processes across the industry remains a 
challenge. The quality of checks varies significantly be-

tween organized and unorganized players.
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AIFF Committee Prioritises 
Women's Teams Ahead Asian Cups
NEW DELHI

 
The All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF) Women's Foot-
ball Committee on Sunday 
held an important meeting at 
the Football House in New 
Delhi.  The session was 
chaired by Valanka Alemao, 
and attended by AIFF Deputy 
Secretary General M. Sa-
tyanarayan, Deputy Chair-
person Tsering Angmo, and 
members Tababi Devi, Chitra 
Gangadharan, and Shabana 
Rabbani.

The Committee reviewed 
preparations for India’s se-
nior, U20, and U17 women’s 
teams ahead of their respec-
tive AFC Women’s Asian 

Cup campaigns. According to 
AIFF, officials examined re-

cent team performances, 
challenges faced by players, 
coaching staff, 
and support per-
sonnel to identi-
fy areas needing 
improvement.

One key topic 
discussed was 
the development 
o f  w o m e n 
coaches. Mem-
bers proposed 
programmes to 
strengthen coach-
ing support and ini-
tiatives to showcase 
their work on social me-
dia. This step aims to inspire 
more women to take leader-
ship roles in Indian football.

Player safety was high-
lighted as a top priority. The 

C o m m i t t e e 
s u g g e s t e d 
measures to 
create a secure 
and inclusive 
environment 
for  a th le tes 
across all age 
groups. Ensur-

ing that players 
feel safe both on 

and off the field is 
seen as vital for 

their growth and per-
formance.
Financial planning and 

budget allocations were also 
addressed during the meet-
ing. Members stressed the 

need to provide sufficient re-
sources to support training, 
competitions, and other de-
velopment programmes for 
women’s football.

The Committee concluded 
by emphasizing a long-term 
vision for strengthening 
women’s football in India. 
With the Asian Cups ap-
proaching, the focus will re-
main on competitive readi-
ness, safety, and promoting 
the growth of female talent at 
all levels.

The AIFF hopes that these 
efforts will not only improve 
the national teams’ perfor-
mances but also encourage 
wider participation of women 
in football across the country.

AIFF Women’s 
Football 

Committee 
reviewed team 
preparations, 

coaching 
development, 

player safety, and 
funding plans 

ahead of upcoming 
AFC Asian Cups.

DUBAI
 

Indian boxer Neeraj Goyat’s 
post-fight celebrations at Mis-
fits Boxing 23 were disrupted 
by a heated backstage alterca-
tion with opponent Anthony 
Taylor. The incident occurred 
in the medical room shortly 
after Goyat’s unanimous deci-
sion victory on December 20, 
when Taylor confronted him 
aggressively.

What began as a handshake 
attempt quickly escalated, 
with Taylor hurling a water 
bottle at Goyat. 

Manager Vipin Gulia im-
mediately stepped in, shield-
ing his fighter as security per-
sonnel separated the two. 
“My first responsibility is al-
ways Neeraj’s safety. This 
was not a sporting ex-
change—it was someone who 
couldn’t accept defeat trying 
to provoke my fighter,” Gulia 
said. Goyat had dominated 
the six-round contest with 
sharp footwork and combina-

tion punching, earning judges’ 
scores of 59-55, 58-56, and 
60-54. Eyewitnesses reported 
that Goyat declined Taylor’s 
handshake and made dismis-
sive remarks, prompting Tay-
lor’s angry reaction.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of safety, Gulia stressed 
that promoters must ensure 
secure recovery areas for 
fighters. “Proper security pro-
tocols and restricted access 
are necessities, not luxuries,” 
he noted. Despite the confron-
tation, Goyat was unharmed 
and remains focused on his 
rising international career. His 
latest win improves his pro-
fessional record to 20-4-2, 
and discussions are already 
underway for his next global 
appearance.

Misfits Boxing has yet to 
release an official statement 
regarding the security breach, 
but the incident underscores 
the need for stronger back-
stage safeguards in high-pro-
file events.

Manager Protects 
NEERAJ GOYAT  
Backstage Clash

Junior Star Sunil PB Aims To 
Extend Karnataka’s Hockey Legacy
NEW DELHI

 
Karnataka, a state with a proud hockey tra-
dition, has produced legends like MP Ga-
nesh, MM Somaya, AB Subbiah, Ashish 
Ballal, Arjun Halappa, and Rio 2016 Olym-
pians Raghunath VR, SK Uthappa, Nikkin 
Thimmaiah, and SV Sunil. 

Now, a new name is emerging—PB Sunil, 
who recently shone at the FIH Men’s Junior 
Hockey World Cup, helping India secure a 
bronze medal.

Hailing from Anavatti village in 
Shivamogga district, Sunil began 
his journey at the DYES Sports 
hostel as a 10-year-old. With his 
parents working as daily wage 
labourers, his rise in hockey 
has brought hope to his fam-
ily. Drafted into the Vedanta 
Kalinga Lancers for Rs 2 
lakh, Sunil is determined to 
prove himself in the Hockey 
India League. “The Junior 
World Cup was a dream 
come true, but now I am fo-
cused on performing for the 

Lancers,” he said.
Sunil ac-

knowl-
edges the re-
sponsibility of carry-

i n g forward Karnataka’s hockey lega-
cy. Playing alongside Olympic champions 
Arthur Van Doren and Alexander Hendrickx 
excites him, as he hopes to learn defensive 
skills and observe their professionalism both 
on and off the field.

His motivation is deeply personal—suc-
cess in hockey could improve his family’s 
financial situation. “Livelihood is not easy, 

but I am optimistic that good performances 
will secure a job and better conditions for 
my fam- ily,” he said. The Kalin-
g a Lancers will open 
their campaign against 

Ranchi Royals on 
January 4, with 

Sunil eager to 
m a k e  h i s 

mark.

Liverpool’s Isak Out 
Indefinitely After Ankle Surgery
LIVERPOOL

 
Liverpool striker Alexander Isak 

faces an indefinite spell on 
the sidelines after undergo-
ing surgery to repair a bro-
ken ankle and fibula. 

The Swedish forward, 
who joined the club this 
season for a British-record 

$170 million, sustained the 
injury during a tackle 

by Micky van 
d e  Ve n 

w h i l e 
s c o r -

i n g 
i n 

Saturday’s 2-1 win over Tottenham. 
Liverpool confirmed the operation in a 
statement, noting that Isak’s rehabilita-
tion will continue at the AXA Training 
Centre, with no timeline yet for his re-
turn. The setback adds to a turbulent 
season for the 26-year-old, who missed 
preseason due to a delayed transfer from 
Newcastle and later struggled with a 
groin injury. 

He has made 10 starts and scored 
three goals so far for the reigning Pre-
mier League champions.

Isak’s absence also raises concerns for 
Sweden ahead of their European World 
Cup playoff semifinal against Ukraine 
in March.

Manager Arne Slot now faces a short-
age in attack, with Mohamed Salah 
away at the Africa Cup of Nations. The 
responsibility will fall on Hugo Ekitike, 
who has been in fine form, netting five 
goals in his last three league appearanc-
es, including one against Tottenham.

Liverpool, meanwhile, have regained 
momentum after a poor run earlier in 
the season. A six-game unbeaten 
streak, capped by wins over Brigh-
ton and Tottenham, has lifted them 
to fifth place, level on points with 
Chelsea.

Liverpool striker Alexander Isak 
is sidelined indefinitely after 

ankle surgery, leaving Arne Slot 
short in attack as Salah departs, 
with Ekitike set to shoulder scor-

ing responsibility.

Soorma Hockey Club Retains 
Leaders For Upcoming HIL Season
NEW DELHI

 
The Soorma Hockey Club 
(SHC) announced on Sunday 
that it will retain the same 
leadership for both its men's 
and women's teams in the up-
coming Hockey India League 
(HIL) season. Harmanpreet 
Singh will continue to lead 
the men’s side, while senior 
goalkeeper Savita Punia and 
midfielder Salima Tete will 
serve as co-captains of the 
women’s team.

Harmanpreet Singh, known 
for his commanding presence 
in defence and world-class 
drag flicks, played a key role 
in SHC’s third-place finish 
last season. As the captain of 
the Indian National Hockey 
Team, he brings valuable ex-
perience and calm under 
pressure, inspiring team-
mates to perform at their 
best. Speaking on his leader-
ship, Harmanpreet said he 
feels confident in the team’s 
growth and believes they 
have the right balance to 
challenge for top honours.

On the women’s side, Sav-
ita Punia’s sharp reflexes and 
composure, combined with 

Salima Tete’s agility and cre-
ativity, were crucial in secur-
ing last season’s runners-up 
finish. Both co-captains em-
phasised teamwork, trust, 
and building a positive team 
culture. Savita said their fo-
cus is on empowering every 
player, while Salima added 
that lessons from the previ-
ous season will guide them in 
striving for the trophy this 
year.

SHC’s women will start 
their campaign on December 
29 against Shrachi Rarh 
Bengal Tigers at the Ma-
rang Gomke Jaipal Singh 
Munda Astro Turf Stadium 
in Ranchi. The men will 
face the same team on Janu-
ary 4 at the Mayor Rad-
hakrishnan Hockey Stadium 
in Chennai. The men’s tour-
nament will be hosted across 
Chennai, Ranchi, and Bhu-
baneshwar.

Under  Head Coaches 
Philippe Goldberg and Jude 
Menezes, the club is aiming 
for a strong performance in 
both men’s and women’s HIL 
competitions, relying on ex-
perienced leadership and a 
committed squad.

Punjab, Salute, Army Boys 
Shine In Sub Junior Hockey

SURAT
 

The 3rd Hockey India Sub 
Junior Men Academy Cham-
pionship 2025 – Zone A & B 
began on a high note in Surat, 
with Roundglass Punjab 
Hockey Club Academy, Sa-
lute Hockey Acad-
emy, Sail Hockey 
Academy, Army 
Boys Sports Com-
pany, and S.G.P.C. 
Hockey Academy 
all registering vic-
tories on the open-
ing day at the Veer 
Narmad South Gujarat Uni-
versity Hockey Ground.

In Pool C, Roundglass 
Punjab Hockey Club Acade-
my dominated Sports Author-
ity of Gujarat – Hockey 

Academy with an emphatic 
11-1 win. Varinder Singh 

and Karan Kumar both scored 
hat-tricks, while Arjandeep 
Singh and Arshdeep Singh 
added braces. Ankit also 
found the net, while Alfesh 
Rajakbhai Musagara scored 
the lone goal for Gujarat. Sa-
lute Hockey Academy also 

impressed in Pool 
C, defeating Chee-
ma Hockey Acade-
my 7-1. Saurabh 
Kumar struck a hat-
trick, supported by 
goals from Yogen-
der Saini, Arun, 
Sunny, and Pankaj. 

Saihbaz Singh had earlier 
opened the scoring for Chee-
ma. In Pool B, Sail Hockey 
Academy overcame HAR 
Hockey Academy 3-1, with 
Bikash Kaetha, Arun Lakra, 
and captain Dinesh Barla 
scoring. 

Formula 1 2025 Becomes Landmark 
Year For Indian Motorsport

NEW DELHI
 

Formula 1’s 2025 season 
has proven to be a turning 
point for Indian motor-
sport, with the country’s 
fanbase soaring to 78.8 
million. The year was 
marked by thrilling per-
formances,  including 
Kush Maini’s resilient 
victory in Monaco and 
Arvid Lindblad’s rapid 
rise to the F1 grid. The 
Drivers’ Championship 
battle went down to the 
wire, ending with Lando 
Norr is  c l inching  h is 
maiden title in the most 
competitive finale in 15 
years, while McLaren re-

turned to the top after a 
long drought.

Globally, F1 attracted a 
record 6.7 million fans to 
races ,  whi le  Ind ia ’s 
growing viewership rein-
forced its importance in 
the sport’s world-
wide strategy. Fan-
Code’s broadcast 
dea l  ex tens ion 
through 2028 en-
sures Indian fans 
remain closely con-
nected as local driv-
ers prepare for the 2026 
season.

Maini, despite mechan-
ical setbacks, played a 
crucial role in Invicta 
Racing’s Formula 2 Con-

structors’ triumph, high-
lighted by his Sprint win 
at Monaco. After strong 
post-season testing with 
Alpine, he now joins ART 
Grand Prix, aiming to 
break into F1. Lindblad, a 
Red Bull Junior Team 
prodigy  wi th  Indian 
roots, impressed in 2025 
and will debut with Rac-
ing Bulls in 2026, giving 
Indian fans a new hero to 
cheer.

F1 ’s  popu la r i t y 
continues to surge, 
su rpas s ing  t he 
NBA with 11.4% 
more fans and 
leading global 
sports leagues 
in social media 
e n g a g e m e n t . 
Off the track, 
F1 The Movie 
grossed $630 
m i l l i o n 

w o r l d -
w i d e , 

e x -
panding 

t h e  s p o r t ’ s 
youthful fanbase.
With sustainable fuels, 

new power units, and 
Audi and Cadillac joining 
the grid, the 2026 season 
promises a new era—one 
where  Ind ian  t a l en t 
shines brighter than ever.

Purdy’s Three 
Touchdowns 

Power 49ers In 
Early Shootout

SAN FRANCISCO
 

Quarterback Brock Purdy deliv-
ered a commanding first-half 
performance as the San Francis-
co 49ers surged ahead against 
the Indianapolis Colts in a 
high-scoring contest. By mid-
way through the second quarter, 
Purdy had already thrown three 
touchdown passes, showcasing 
sharp accuracy and composure. 
He first connected with Demar-
cus Robinson on a 22-yard 
strike, followed by a short 
2-yard pass to Christian McCaf-
frey. Purdy then restored the 
49ers’ lead at 21-14 with an 11-
yard touchdown to tight end 
George Kittle. Completing 7 of 
his 9 passes for 89 yards, Purdy 
led San Francisco to touchdown 
drives of 69, 26, and 69 yards, 
capitalising on every posses-
sion.The Colts, however, re-
fused to back down. Veteran 
quarterback Philip Rivers kept 
them competitive, finding wide 
receiver Alec Pierce for two 
touchdowns on drives of 72 and 
66 yards.
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ROHIT SHARMA recalls confidence 
boost from historic 

2007 triumph
Sharjah Warriorz 

Keep Playoff Dreams 
Alive With Win

SHARJAH
 

Sharjah Warriorz boosted 
their playoff hopes in the In-
ternational League T20 
(ILT20) with a confident 
victory over Abu Dhabi 
Knight Riders in Match No. 
25. The team showed com-
posure under pressure, guid-
ed by young batter James 
Rew, who played a steady 
and unbeaten knock of 42 
runs from 29 balls. His in-
nings included four bound-
aries and one six, ensuring 
the Warriorz chased down 
the target with control.

The match was not with-
out challenges. Abu Dhabi’s 
Sunil Narine bowled bril-
liantly, giving away only 14 
runs in his four overs and 
picking up a wicket. His 
tight spell tested the War-
riorz, but the batters held 
firm, waiting patiently be-
fore attacking later in the 
innings. Reflecting on the 

chase, Rew praised Narine’s 
bowling and explained the 
team’s plan to survive his 
spell before targeting other 
bowlers. 

He credited captain Sikan-
dar for guiding him with 
powerful shots that eased 
the run rate. Rew focused on 
running hard between the 
wickets and keeping the ball 
on the ground, avoiding 
risky big hits. Rew high-
lighted the importance of 
the win, noting the team 
must secure three consecu-
tive victories to reach the 
playoffs. “We are taking it 
one game at a time,” he 
said, adding that the group’s 
support has made his expe-
rience enjoyable.

With this crucial win, 
Sharjah Warriorz now turn 
their attention to their next 
clash against Dubai Capi-
tals, aiming to continue their 
momentum and keep their 
playoff dreams alive.

NEW DELHI
 

Indian all-rounder Deepti Sharma has 
reached a career milestone by becoming 
the world’s number one ranked T20I 
bowler for the first time. Her disciplined 
spell of 1/20 in four overs against Sri 
Lanka in Vizag helped India secure an 
eight-wicket win and earned her five rat-
ing points, pushing her just one point 
ahead of Australia’s Annabel Sutherland, 
who had held the top spot since August.

This achievement highlights Deepti’s 
consistency and impact in India’s bowl-
ing attack. At 28, she now leads the glob-
al rankings, giving India a major boost in 
the ongoing series.

Meanwhile, South Africa captain Laura 
Wolvaardt reclaimed the number one po-
sition in ODI batting, overtaking India’s 
Smriti Mandhana. Wolvaardt’s back-to-
back centuries against Ireland sealed a 
3-0 series win for the Proteas and lifted 
her to a career-high rating. Mandhana 
now sits second in the ODI batting chart.

Other Indian players also made notable 
gains. Arundhati Reddy climbed five 
places to 36th among T20I bowlers, while 
Jemimah Rodrigues rose five spots to 
ninth in T20I batting after her unbeaten 
half-century against Sri Lanka earned her 
Player of the Match. She joins Mandhana 
(third) and Shafali Verma (10th) in the 
top 10.

DEEPTI SHARMA 
Becomes World’s Top T20I Bowler

NEW DELHI
 

India’s T20 World Cup-win-
ning captain Rohit Sharma has 
fondly recalled being part of 
the squad that lifted the inau-
gural ICC T20 World Cup in 
2007, saying the victory gave 
the young team belief that suc-
cess would continue. Rohit, 
who was only 20 years old at 
the time, said the triumph 
shaped the mindset of several 
players starting their interna-
tional careers. Speaking on 
JioHotstar, Rohit said he was 
in his first year with the na-
tional side when India stunned 
stronger teams to win the title. 
He explained that lifting the 
trophy made the players feel 
they could keep winning at the 
highest level of the game.

Rohit played a key role in 
India’s campaign, scoring 88 
runs in three matches. His un-
beaten half-century against 
South Africa helped India stay 
alive in the tournament, while 
his quick 30 off 16 balls in the 

final against Pakistan proved 
vital in a tense finish. India de-
feated arch-rivals Pakistan by 
five runs in a thrilling final 
held in Johannesburg. Both 
teams entered the final after 
topping their  respect ive 
groups. India beat Australia by 
15 runs in the semi-final, while 
Pakistan overcame New Zea-
land by six wickets to book 
their place. Former India crick-
eter Sanjay Manjrekar praised 
then captain MS Dhoni for his 
calm leadership, saying he 
handled pressure better than 
the opposing captain. Dhoni 
later became the only captain 
to win all three major ICC 
white-ball trophies, earning 
praise for his composure and 
match-winning decisions. The 
former skipper’s legacy from 
that era remains influential, 
with the 2007 triumph still re-
membered as a turning point in 
India’s limited-overs history 
that inspired future generations 
of Indian cricketers.

Cummins Ruled Out Of Ashes, 
World Cup Doubt Remains

MELBOURNE
 

Australia will continue 
their Ashes campaign 
without captain Pat 
Cummins, who has been 
sidelined for the rest of 
the series due to a back 
injury. Head coach An-
drew McDonald con-
firmed that Cummins, 
after playing just one 
Test, will not return, 
with selectors prioritis-
ing his long-term fit-
ness. Cummins had 
flagged his absence af-
ter the Adelaide Test, 
and McDonald later 
clarified that the deci-

sion was made to avoid 
further risk. “We’ve 
won the series, and that 
was the goal. To jeop-
ardise him long-term is 
not something we want 
to do, and Pat is com-
fortable with that,” Mc-
Donald said.

The injury also casts 
doubt over Cummins’ 
participation in the up-
coming T20 World Cup 
in February. McDonald 
admitted the situation is 
“quite grey,” noting that 
Cummins will undergo 
a check-in scan before 
any decision is made. 
“We’re hopeful, but I 

can’t really say if he’ll 
be there or not,” he add-
ed. Cummins was diag-
nosed with a lumbar 
stress reaction after the 
West Indies tour but re-
turned strongly in the 
third Ashes Test, taking 
six wickets to secure an 
82-run win and clinch 
the series for Australia.

With Cummins un-
available, Steve Smith 
will lead the side, while 
seamer Jhye Richardson 
has been drafted into the 
squad for the fourth 
Test. Richardson last 
featured in the 2021-22 
Ashes.

BCCI Doubles Match Fees For 
Domestic Women Cricketers

NEW DELHI
 

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) has 
announced a major pay 
hike for domestic women 
cr icketers ,  increas ing 
match fees from Rs 20,000 
to Rs 50,000 per day. This 
decision comes in the wake 
of India’s historic triumph 
at the 2025 ICC Women’s 
World Cup, where Harman-
preet Kaur led the team to 
their maiden global title 
after defeating South Africa 
in a thrilling final. The re-
vised structure benefits not 

only the playing XI but 
also reserve players, who 
will now earn Rs 25,000 
per day, up from Rs 10,000. 
This move provides greater 
financial security and rec-
ognition for the wider 
squad, marking a signifi-
cant step forward for wom-
en’s cricket in India.

The pay boost reflects 
the growing stature of 
women’s cricket, which has 
seen transformative chang-
es in recent years. Under 
Jay Shah’s tenure as BCCI 
secretary from 2019 to 

2024, the board introduced 
bold reforms, including pay 
equality between male and 
female cricketers, grass-
roots investment, and the 
launch of the Women’s Pre-
mier League (WPL). The 
WPL has given Indian and 
international players a com-
petitive platform, wider au-
dience reach, and financial 
stability. The latest hike un-
derscores BCCI’s commit-
ment to supporting women 
cricketers and building on 
the momentum of India’s 
World Cup success.

NZC Adds Bonus 
Point Rule To 

Women’s Super 
Smash

WELLINGTON
 

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) 
has announced a new points 
system for the upcoming 
Women’s Super Smash season, 
aimed at encouraging high-
er-scoring matches and align-
ing domestic cricket with in-
ternational standards. The 
tournament begins on Decem-
ber 26 at Seddon Park, where 
Northern Brave will face 
Auckland Aces and Hearts.

Under the revised rules, 
teams can earn one bonus 
point either by scoring 150 
runs or more in an innings, or 
by achieving a run rate at least 
1.25 times higher than the op-
position in the second innings. 
Bonus points will not be 
awarded in the elimination or 
grand finals.The change fol-
lows NZC’s analysis of global 
cricket trends, which show ris-
ing scoring rates and boundary 
percentages in T20 matches. 
WHITE FERNS head coach 
Ben Sawyer welcomed the 
move, saying it would reward 
aggressive batting and proac-
tive bowling. “It’s an exciting 
addition. We hope it encourag-
es teams to play in line with 
international standards and 
prepares players for high-scor-
ing contests at next year’s T20 
World Cup,” Sawyer said. 
Sawyer acknowledged the sys-
tem is not a complete solution, 
stressing that skill, tactics, and 
coaching remain vital to im-
proving batting standards.

Sharjah Warriorz edge Knight 
Riders in tense low-scoring ILT20
ABU DHABI

 
Sharjah Warriorz held their 
nerve to register a thrilling 
four wicket win over Abu 
Dhabi Knight Riders in a 
low scoring International 
League T20 match at the 
Zayed Cricket Stadium on 
Monday, keeping their 
playoff hopes alive this 
season.

The victory took the 
Warriorz to six points, set-
ting up a close fight for the 
remaining playoff spots 
with two matches still to 
play. The contest went 
down to the final ball, 
highlighting the pressure 
faced by both sides. Earli-
er, Sharjah’s bowlers deliv-
ered a superb performance 
after being put in to field. 

Taskin Ahmed and 
Wasim Akram ripped 

through the Knight Riders’ 
top order, reducing them to 
a shocking 10 for four in-
side four overs. Taskin re-
moved Phil Salt and Alex 
Hales, while Wasim dis-
missed Brandon McMullen 
and claimed a historic 
wicket maiden. Sherfane 
Rutherford tried to rescue 
the innings with a fighting 
44 off 36 balls. He added 
useful runs with Unmukt 
Chand, who scored 24, but 
regular wickets ensured 
Abu Dhabi were restricted 

to 134 for nine. Adil 
Rashid was the pick of the 
bowlers with three crucial 
wickets at the death.

Chasing 135, Sharjah 
also found the conditions 
tough. Early wickets fell, 
but Tom Kohler Cadmore 
steadied the innings with 
30 runs. Sunil Narine 
bowled tightly to apply 
pressure during the middle 
overs.

The chase was eventual-
ly anchored by James Rew, 
who remained unbeaten on 
42 off 29 balls. Sikandar 
Raza supported him with 
28, and the pair added a vi-
tal partnership.

Despite a tense final 
over, Rew and Adil Rashid 
guided Sharjah to victory 
on the last ball, sealing an 
important win in the tour-
nament.

Delhi HC Protects 
Gavaskar’s 

Personality Rights 
Against Misuse

NEW DELHI
 

The Delhi High Court has 
granted interim relief to for-
mer India cricket captain 
Sunil Gavaskar, safeguarding 
his personality and publicity 
rights. Justice Manmeet Pri-
tam Singh Arora directed so-
cial media platforms and 
e-commerce sites to remove 
unauthorised content and 
merchandise misusing Gavas-
kar’s name, image, or likeness 
within 72 hours.

The order requires plat-
forms such as Meta and X 
Corp to take down infringing 
URLs that falsely attribute 
statements to Gavaskar. If us-
ers fail to comply, the plat-
forms must disable access to 
the content. Similarly, e-com-
merce sites have been in-
structed to delist products 
sold under Gavaskar’s name 
without authorisation if sell-
ers do not remove them with-
in the stipulated time.

The injunction came in re-
sponse to Gavaskar’s suit al-
leging misuse of his identity 
across social media and on-
line marketplaces. He high-
lighted fabricated quotes and 
fake autographed items being 
circulated without his con-
sent.

Earlier, the court had asked 
Gavaskar to provide offend-
ing URLs to Google, Meta, 
and X, directing them to act 
under the Information Tech-
nology (Intermediary Guide-
lines and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules, 2021.


