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The Truth Speaks

NEW DELHI

The National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) has removed a 
Class 8 social science text-
book from its website after 
the Supreme Court expressed 
strong displeasure over a 
chapter referring to judicial 
corruption, sources said on 
Wednesday. 

According to government 
sources, the inclusion of the 
controversial content has  
not gone down well with the 
Centre.

The council is also consid-
ering deleting the contentious 
portions from copies of the 
book that have already been 
printed. However, several 
schools in the national capital 
told PTI that they have not yet 

received any directive on 
whether the chapter should be 
taught.

A three-judge bench com-
prising Chief Justice of India 
Surya Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and Vipul M 
Pancholi took suo motu cog-
nisance of what it termed “ob-
jectionable” statements about 
the judiciary in the NCERT 
textbook after senior advo-
ca tes  Kapi l  S iba l  and 

Abhishek Singhvi mentioned 
the matter for urgent consid-
eration.

CJI Kant strongly objected 
to the inclusion of a chapter 
on judicial corruption in the 
Class 8 curriculum, observing 
that nobody on earth would 
be permitted to defame the 
judiciary or cast aspersions on 
its integrity.

The new NCERT social sci-
ence textbook for Class 8 lists 

corruption, a massive backlog 
of cases and a shortage of 
judges among the key chal-
lenges facing the judicial sys-
tem. It cites data stating that 
approximately 81,000 cases 
are pending in the Supreme 
Court, 62.40 lakh in high 
courts and 4.70 crore in dis-
trict and subordinate courts.

The book also refers to in-
ternal accountability mecha-
nisms within the judiciary and 

mentions the Centralised Pub-
lic Grievance Redress and 
Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS) as a channel for 
complaints. According to the 
text, more than 1,600 com-
plaints were received through 
this mechanism between 2017 
and 2021.

It further quotes former 
Chief Justice of India B R Ga-
vai, who in July 2025 said 
instances of corruption and 
misconduct within the judi-
ciary had adversely affected 
public confidence. “However, 
the path to rebuilding this 
trust lies in the swift, decisive 
and transparent action taken 
to address and resolve these 
issues... Transparency and  
accountability are democratic 
virtues,” he is quoted as  
saying.

‘Graft in judiciary’: NCERT pulls textbook from website
‘DEFAMING JUDICIARY?’

Government sources said that although NCERT functions as 
an autonomous body, officials responsible for drafting and 

approving the chapter should have exercised greater caution. If 
corruption was to be discussed, it ought to have covered all three 
organs of the state, the executive, legislature and judiciary, rather 

than singling out one institution, they added.

‘Drafting, approving officials  
should have exercised caution’

Epstein link ‘huge mistake’: Bill
NEW YORK

American tech entrepreneur 
Bill Gates has apologised to 
the staff at the Gates Founda-
tion over his ties with con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein but maintained that 
he did “nothing illicit.” 

The Microsoft co-founder 
acknowledged in a town hall 
meeting that his association 
with Epstein was a “huge 
mistake” and said it had cast 
a cloud over the philanthropic 
organisation’s reputation.

“It was a huge mistake to 
spend time with Epstein. I 
apologise to other people  
who are drawn into this be-
cause of the mistake that I 
made,” he told employees, 
taking responsibility for the 
fallout.

The latest tranche of docu-
ments released by the 
US Department of 
Justice (DOJ) last 
week showed a draft 

email in which Epstein wrote 
some unverified claims about 
Gates. In the draft, Epstein 
alleged that his relationship 
with Bill Gates included help-
ing him obtain drugs “in order 
to deal with consequences of 
sex with Russian girls, to fa-
cilitating his illicit trysts with 
married women.”

Gates said photographs 
showing him standing with 
women whose faces have 
been redacted were taken at 
Epstein’s request after meet-
ings. According to him, the 
women in those images were 
Epstein’s assistants, and they 
posed for photographs follow-

ing discussions. “I 
did nothing illic-
it. I saw nothing 
illicit.”

“To be clear, I 
never spent any 

time with Ep-
stein’s vic-
tims, the 
w o m e n 

around him,” he clarified. 
“Every minute I spent with 
him, I regret, and I apolo-
gise,” he added.

Gates further said the pres-
ence of other well-known and 
influential individuals at 
meetings with Epstein made 
the situation appear more ac-
ceptable at the time. “Seeing 
respected figures interact with 
Epstein made it feel “normal-
ized,” he added. 

Meetings continued after 
Epstein’s conviction
Gates told staff that he began 
meeting Epstein in 2011 and 
was aware of his legal trouble 
that restricted his travel, but 
admitted that he did not con-
duct a thorough background 
check at the time. 

Admits affairs  
with Russian women 
He also admitted that he had 
two affairs with Russian 
women during his marriage. 
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ED seizes Anil 
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MODI...MODI...THRUM KNESSET

TEL AVIV

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in his address to the Is-
raeli parliament Knesset -- a 
first by an Indian Prime Minis-
ter -- re-affirmed that India 
stands with Israel in its battle 
against terror. 

In the address - a marquee 
event of the visit - PM Modi 
drew a parallel between the 
Hamas attack of October 2023 
in which around 1,200 people 
were killed and the 26/11 at-
tack in Mumbai, in which 
around 175 people died.

“We feel your pain. We 
share your grief. India stands 
with Israel firmly, with full 
conviction in this moment and 
beyond,” PM Modi said. 

“India’s connection to this 
land (Israel) is also written in 
blood and sacrifice. During the 
First World War, more than 
4,000 Indian soldiers laid 
down their lives in this region. 
The cavalry charge at Haifa in 
September 1918 remains a sig-

nificant chapter in military his-
tory,’ he added.

Modi said, “The Gaza Peace 
Initiative, which was endorsed 
by the UN Security Council, 
offers a pathway. India has ex-
pressed its firm support for the 
initiative. We believe that it 
holds the promise of a just and 
durable peace for all the people 
of the region, including by ad-
dressing the Palestine issue. Let 
all our efforts be guided by wis-
dom, courage, and humanity. 
The road to peace is not always 
easy, but India joins you and 

the world for dialogue, peace 
and stability in this region”

He further said, “Nine years 
ago, I had the good fortune to 
be the first Prime Minister of 
India to visit Israel, and I’m 
very happy to be here again. I 
was born on the same day that 
India formally recognised Isra-
el on September 17, 1950.”

With his address, PM Modi 
enters the august list of the 
world leaders who addressed 
Knesset - several US presi-
dents including Donald Trump, 
late Egyptian president Anwar 
Sadat, and Argentine President 
Javier Milei.

Modi arrived in Tel Aviv on 
Wednesday afternoon for a 
two-day state visit aimed at 
further strengthening bilateral 
ties between the two nations. 
He was received by Israel PM 
Netanyahu and his wife Sara at 
the airport. This is PM Modi’s 
second trip to Israel and comes 
at a moment in the evolving 
partnership between the two 
nations. 

TEL AVIV

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanya-
hu welcomed PM Modi to the 
Israeli Parliament, Knesset.

He described Modi as ‘a 
great friend of Israel, a great 
champion of the Israeli-Indian 
alliance, and a great leader on 
the world stage.’ “Welcome to 
Jerusalem, my dear friend, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, and 
your distinguished delegation. 
Welcome to Jerusalem,” he said.

Hailing deep trade and coop-
eration between Israel and In-
dia, Netanyahu described Modi 
as ‘more than a friend, a broth-
er’. He spoke about the com-
mon interests that both coun-
tries share and thanked Modi 
for standing by Israel during 
the October 7 attacks in Israel.

“You stood next to Israel, 
you stood by Israel, you stood 
for Israel, you stood for the 
truth. Thank you, my friend.”

RANCHI

Veer Soren, grandson of for-
mer Jharkhand chief minister 
Champai Soren and son of 
Babulal Soren, died on Tues-
day under mysterious circum-
stances while vacationing 
with his friends in Manali.

Veer (19) was study-
ing out of the state and 
had went on a vaca-
tion with his friends 
on February 22. They 
were staying at a hotel 
in Simsa.

On February 23, they visited 
Solang Valley and Sethan vil-
lage near Hamta Pass. After 
returning to the hotel that eve-
ning, Veer had reportedly fall-
en ill. “At around 12:30 pm on 
Tuesday, after returning from 
his trip, Veer complained of a 
severe headache. His friends 
gave him medicine, after 
which he went to sleep to rest. 

Around 2:30 pm, a loud sound 
was heard in the room. When 
his friends went to check on 
him, they found him lying on 
the bed,” sources said.

His health deteriorated at the 
hotel late at night. When the 
situation worsened further, his 
friends immediately rushed him 

to Civil Hospital, 
Manali.

“On the way to the 
hospital, foam was 
seen discharging from 
his mouth. At the hos-
pital, doctors per-

formed CPR for a long time, 
but he could not be revived and 
was declared dead,” said sourc-
es close to the Soren family.

Upon receiving information 
about the incident, Champai 
Soren left for Delhi from 
Ranchi. He was accompanied 
by his three sons: Simal 
Soren, Babulal Soren, and 
Bablu Soren.

BENGALURU

A massive fire broke out in a 
hardware warehouse at Kum-
barpet in Central engaluru’s 
Chickpet area on Wednesday 
morning, triggering panic 
among traders and residents in 
the busy commercial locality.

The incident occurred under 
the jurisdiction of the Halasu-
ru Gate Police Station around 
6 am. However, no casualties 
were reported.

As per officials, the blaze 
erupted in a three-storey build-
ing where plastic pipes and 
other hardware materials were 
stored. As the complex had 
several shops and godown 
storing a large quantity of 
plastic goods, thick plumes of 
smoke quickly engulfed the 
building and spread to the sur-
rounding area, causing alarm 
in the congested market.

On receiving an alert, four 

fire tenders rushed to the spot 
and launched firefighting op-
erations till 1.30 pm. Fire per-
sonnel battled the flames for 
over an hour before bringing 
the situation under control.

It may be recalled here that 
five people, including four of 
a family with two children, 
were killed in fire in a 
multi-storied building housing 
a goods shop and a godown in 
Nagarthpet, just 400 meters 
away from Nagarthpet on Au-
gust 16, 2025. A couple, who 
lived on the 5th floor of a 
building, had a miraculous es-
cape after a massive fire broke 
out at warehouse at Kumbar-
pet on Novemebr 20, 2023.

MUMBAI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has slapped a provision-
al attachment order on Reli-
ance Group chairman Anil 
Ambani’s opulent Mumbai 
residence, ‘Abode’, valued at 
a staggering Rs 3,716.83 
crore, under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

Located in the upscale Pali 
Hill, this 66-meter-high, 
17-storey luxury tower now 
joins a growing list of seized 
assets in a probe tied to al-
leged bank fraud at Ambani’s 
group firm, Reliance Commu-
nications (RCOM). 

Official sources confirmed 
the move, pushing the total 
attachments in this case to 
around Rs 15,700 crore.

‘Hexagon of Alliance’:  
Pak rattled as India gets 

seat at Israel’s power table
What is 
Hexagon of 
Alliances  
with India as  
key player?
The “hexagon” of alli-
ances includes countries 
like India, Arab nations, 
African nations, Mediter-
ranean nations (Greece 
and Cyprus) and other 
undisclosed nations in 
Asia. The description 
broadly matches the 
vision of IMEC, the 
India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor, which 
aims to bolster economic 
development by fostering 
connectivity. The alliance 
aims to create an axis of 
nations that agrees on 
the reality, challenges and 
goals against radical axes, 
namely the Shia axis and 
the Sunni axis. The Is-
raeli leader said that the 
nations included in the 
alliance share different 
perceptions and added 
that the cooperation 
between them could give 
great results and ensure 
their “resilience and 
future”.

Epstein laid 
foundation of 

India-Israel ties 
post-2014: Cong

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday 
cited several email exchanges 
made public under the ‘Ep-
stein Files’ in the US to allege 
that the foundation of the In-
dia-Israel relationship post-
2014 was laid down and 
shaped by convicted American 
s e x  o f f e n d e r  J e f f r e y  
Epstein.  
   Congress’ Media and Pub-
licity Department head Pawan 
Khera said India’s foreign 
policy regarding Israel and 
Palestine has always been 
based on the ‘two-nation’ the-
ory but an “America-Israel 
lobby” changed the state and 
direction of the decades-old 
foreign policy. 
   “Jeffrey Epstein is a notori-
ous sex offender for the com-
mon people, but a hero for the 
Modi government’s foreign 
policy. Even after death, Ep-
stein lives on in the Modi gov-
ernment’s decisions and poli-
cies,” Khera alleged, with a big 
movie-like parody poster, ‘Jef-
frey Ne Bana Di Jodi’, behind 
him.

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan is rattled by Israeli 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
pitch for a “hexagon of alli-
ances” with India, with Is-
lamabad calling it an “an-
ti-Muslim Ummah bloc.” 

The Pakistani Senate has 
unanimously passed a reso-
lution condemning Net-
anyahu’s plan to ally with 
New Delhi and other coun-
tries to counter the “radical 
Shia axis” of Islamic na-
tions.

The resolut ion was 
moved by Pakistan Peoples 
Party lawmaker Palwasha 
Mohammad Zai Khan on 
behalf of all political parties 
against Israel’s policies and 
actions. PPP is an integral 
part of the PM Shehbaz 
Sharif-led ruling coalition. 

It also called Netanyahu’s 
call a “vile proclivity of the 
leadership of the Israeli oc-
cupying power towards di-
minishing the unity and in-
tegrity of the Muslim Um-
mah on political and ideo-
logical grounds.” Ummah is 
an Arabic term meaning 
“nation” or “community”.

Pak Senate  
passed a resolution 

condemning 
Netanyahu’s plan to 
ally with New Delhi

QUICK READ
Foreigner tenants: Cops to 

issue notices to house owners
BENGALURU: The city police 
are set to issue notices to 

landlords who rent out their 
properties to foreigners 

without informing the au-
thorities. This move comes 

after several cases of for-
eigners being involved in 

drug-related activities and 
other illicit activities were re-
ported in the city. Despite re-

peated requests from the 
police, many landlords have 
been ignoring the rules and 
renting out their properties 

to foreigners without verify-
ing their credentials or in-

forming the authorities. The 
police are now planning to 

take strict action against 
those who flout the rules. The 

notices will inform landlords 
about the rules and regula-

tions they need to follow.

India stands firmly with Israel: PM Modi Modi great 
friend of Israel: 

NetanyahuModi scripts 
history

Modi on Wednesday made 
history by becoming the first 
Indian Prime Minister to ad-
dress the Israeli Parliament, 
the Knesset, a rare honour 

that underscores the political 
warmth between the two 

democracies.

n �Modi becomes  
first Indian PM  
to address the 
Israeli Paliament 
‘Knesset’ 

n �India stands with 
Israel with full 
conviction, in this 
moment and be-
yond: PM Modi

n �India-Israel ties 
written in blood and 
sacrifice: PM Modi 

n �India stands out in 
a rising anti-semitic 
world: Netanyahu

The road to peace is not 
always easy, but India 

joins you and the world 
for dialogue, peace  

and stability.
—Narendra Modi,  

Prime Minister

Modi is ‘a great friend’ of 
Israel, a great champion 

of the Israeli-Indian 
alliance, and a great 

leader on the world stage.
—Benjamin Netanyahu,  

Israeli Prime Minister 
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QUICK READ
Administration Urges 
Tourists to Postpone 

Visit During Uroos

Plastic Ban in 
Mullayanagiri Region 
Extended Till April 18

Scooter Stolen  
from Outside  

Home

48-Year-Old Man  
Ends Life by Hanging 

at Home

Chikkamagaluru
The district administration 
has appealed to tourists to 

postpone visits to Mul-
layanagiri, Seethalayyana-

giri, Manikyadhara and 
Gaalikere from March 4 to 

6 in view of the annual 
Uroos at Sri Guru Datta-

treya Baba Budan Swamy 
Dargah. Thousands of 

devotees from within and 
outside the district are ex-
pected to attend the Uroos 

celebrations at the hill 
shrine during these days. 
As the approach road is 

narrow and heavy vehicu-
lar movement is anticipat-

ed, there is a risk of con-
gestion and accidents, of-

ficials said in a release. The 
advisory has been issued 

to ensure the safety of 
devotees attending the 
Urs. Tourists, other than 

those participating in the 
religious event, are re-

quested to cooperate by 
rescheduling their trips 

during the specified period.

Chikkamagaluru
District Magistrate and 

Deputy Commissioner N.M. 
Nagaraj has extended the 
ban on the use, sale and 
transport of plastic items 
in the Mullayanagiri region 
until April 18, 2026, or until 
further orders. The restric-
tion was first imposed on 
April 16, 2024, to protect 

the fragile hill environment 
and has since been period-
ically extended. Under the 

order, single-use plastic 
water bottles, plastic chips 
packets, gutka sachets and 

similar disposable plastic 
packaging materials are 

prohibited in the area. Offi-
cials warned that violators 
will face action under Sec-

tion 221 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and 
other applicable laws. The 
administration reiterated 
its commitment to pre-

serving the ecological bal-
ance of Mullayanagiri and 
urged visitors to adhere to 

the regulations.

Udupi
Thieves struck in the quiet 

Mallaru area by taking 
away a scooter parked just 

outside the owner’s resi-
dence. The victim, Poor-

nesh Acharya, a local resi-
dent, had left his Suzuki 

Access scooter in front of 
his house on the night of 

February 21. When he 
came out the next morn-

ing on February 22, the ve-
hicle was nowhere to be 

seen. After a quick search 
around the vicinity failed to 

locate it, he approached 
Kaup Police Station and 

lodged a formal complaint 
regarding the theft. Police 
have registered the case 
and are examining possi-

ble leads, including any 
nearby CCTV footage or 

witness accounts from the 
residential neighbourhood.

Udupi
A middle-aged man com-
mitted suicide by hanging 
himself inside the premis-

es of his house in a re-
mote part of Yermalu 
Tenka village. The de-

ceased, Chandrashekhar 
(48), was unmarried and 

resided at Babu Thota. He 
reportedly struggled with 

severe alcoholism for a 
prolonged period. On 

Tuesday around 1:30 p.m., 
with no family members 

present at home, he used 
a rope to hang himself 
from the adjacent out-

house structure. His body 
was later discovered.

DISTRICT

New Paediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Unit 
and Cancer Surgery Theatre Inaugurated

Kasturba Hospital’s cancer wing in Manipal has added advanced facilities for children’s bone marrow transplants and 
complex oncology surgeries, strengthening comprehensive cancer care for patients in the region.

MANIPAL

A significant step forward in 
paediatric oncology and sur-
gical oncology services was 
marked on Tuesday with the 
formal opening of a dedicat-
ed Children’s Cancer Bone 
Marrow Transplant Unit and 
a state-of-the-art Cancer Sur-

gery Operation Theatre at the 
Shirdi Sai Baba Cancer Cen-
tre, Kasturba Hospital.

The new paediatric oncol-
ogy BMT unit features cut-
ting-edge infrastructure, in-
cluding specially designed 
isolation rooms and stringent 
infection-control protocols 
that meet international stan-

dards for bone marrow trans-
plantation. The accompany-
ing cancer surgery theatre 
has been engineered for pre-
cision and safety during intri-
cate cancer procedures.

MAHE COO Dr. Anand 
Venugopal performed the in-
auguration and described the 
launch as another landmark 

in the hospital’s journey to-
ward all-encompassing can-
cer treatment under one roof. 
He emphasized the institu-
tion’s commitment to deliv-
ering seamless, high-quality, 
patient-centred care that 
eliminates delays and ensures 
every aspect of cancer man-
agement is accessible in a 

single location. He highlight-
ed that the new facilities will 
bring substantial relief to 
children requiring specialized 
oncology and transplant  
services.

MAHE Teaching Hospi-
tals COO Dr. Sudhakar Kan-
tipudi spoke about the orga-
nization’s unwavering dedi-

cation to academic excel-
lence and medical advance-
ment. Also present were 
Medical Superintendent Dr. 
Avinash Shetty, Head of the 
Cancer Surgery Department 
Dr. Naveen Kumar A.N., and 
Head of the Paediatric On-
cology Department Dr. Va-
sudev Bhat K.

District Congress Stages Protest at DC Office 
Demanding Restoration of Original MGNREGA Scheme

MANIPAL

District Congress workers 
gathered to voice strong op-
position against the Union 
government's amendments to 
the MGNREGA program, 
which they claim have distort-
ed its core purpose by re-
branding it as VB G RAM G.

On Tuesday, they organized 
a demonstration outside the 
Deputy Commissioner's office 
complex, urging the scheme's 
return to its foundational 
form.

Activists  and leaders 
walked from Upendra Pai Cir-
cle in Manipal to the site, 
raising slogans against the 
central administration and de-
manding the reinstatement of 
MGNREGA.

Former Minister Vinay Ku-
mar Sorake addressed the 
crowd, equating the scheme's 

alterations to a second assas-
sination of Gandhi, given that 
one Gandhi was killed histor-
ically. He described the cur-
rent national situation as an 

undeclared emergency, accus-
ing the Centre of adopting 
anti-people policies. He 
vowed that the struggle would 
persist until MGNREGA is 

fully restored.
Former Minister  Jay-

aprakash Hegde spoke next, 
alleging that the government's 
move aims to erase Gandhi's 
name from the initiative. He 
criticized the new 60:40 fund-
ing ratio, suggesting it shifts 
excessive responsibility onto 
states as part of a calculated 
strategy.

District Congress President 
Ashok Kumar Kodavooru, 
along with leaders Prasadraj 
Kanchan, Muniyalu Uday Ku-

mar Shetty, and Ramesh Kan-
chan, emphasized that the 
Centre is stripping away the 
employment rights guaranteed 
to rural workers. They insist-
ed that no concessions should 
be made, and MGNREGA 
must be preserved intact.

Among the participants 
were Coastal Development 
Board Chairman M.A. Ga-
foor, Urban Development 
Authority Chairman Dinakar 
Heruru, District Working 
President Kishan Hegde 
Kolkebailu, prominent fig-
ures Jyothi Hebtar, Veronica 
Carnelio, Dinesh Putran, B. 
Narasimhamurthy, Dinesh 
HegdeMolahal l i ,  Neere 
Krishna Shetty, Harish Kini, 
Bhaskar Rao Kidiyooru, Har-
iprasad Rai, Prakhyat Shetty, 
block Congress presidents, 
office bearers, and party 
workers.

Udupi Congress leaders 
marched from Manipal’s 

Upendra Pai Circle to 
condemn the Centre’s 

renaming and dilution of  
MGNREGA, submitting a 

memorandum to the 
Deputy Commissioner 

amid calls for its revival.

UDUPI

The man who attempted to end 
his life by setting himself 
ablaze at Kalsanka Junction has 
been admitted to Wenlock Hos-
pital for burn treatment. The 
individual, identified as Sha-
ranappa Basappanavar from 
Gadag district, carried out the 
act in full view of passers-by at 
the busy junction. However, he 
later told people around him 
that he did not do it voluntari-
ly—instead, he claimed un-
known assailants had attacked 
him and doused him with pet-
rol in an attempt to set him on 
fire. According to information 
gathered, the man has been 
mentally unwell and had a dis-
pute with relatives in Gadag 
before arriving in Udupi.

Man Who 
Attempted Self-

Immolation Claims 
Assault; Treated at 
Wenlock Hospital

District Health Department Meeting 
Reviews Maternal & Infant Mortality

UDUPI

The District Health Depart-
ment held a comprehensive 
review meeting at the DC Of-
fice in Manipal, that focused 
on strengthening maternal and 
child health outcomes across 
the region.

The District-level Maternal 
and Child Death Investigation 
Committee session was 
chaired to scrutinize reported 
cases of maternal and infant 
deaths. Committee members 
emphasized the urgent need to 

implement stronger preven-
tive measures so that all 
avoidable maternal and infant 
fatalities in the district can be 

eliminated entirely.
In addition, the gathering 

evaluated the current status 
and advancement of several 

critical public health pro-
grams. These included mental 
health services, tuberculosis 
control efforts, brain health 
(neurological care) initiatives, 
and the ongoing HIV/AIDS 
prevention and treatment  
program.

Officials stressed coordinat-
ed action among healthcare 
providers, community out-
reach teams, and local author-
ities to achieve the goal of 
zero preventable deaths and to 
ensure steady improvement in 
all monitored health verticals.

UDUPI

A migrant daily wage worker originally from Bagalkot district 
passed away while sleeping on the pavement close to the Kaup 
market area.

The deceased has been identified as VittalBadakannavar, a 
labourer who had allegedly developed a severe drinking habit 
and mostly worked in the Kundapur surroundings. His wife and 
children reside in Kaup, but he had been living separately from 
his family for several years.

On February 18, during the rathotsava (chariot festival) at 
Kaup's Lakshmi Janardhana temple, Vittal came to the town. 
He visited his house when his wife was not present, spoke brief-
ly with his children, and then left. After that visit, he never re-
turned home. On the morning of February 23, locals found him 
lying motionless near the men's parlour adjacent to Kaup mar-
ket. He was declared dead at the spot, with excessive alcohol 
consumption believed to have contributed to his condition.

Daily Wage Labourer Found Dead While 
Sleeping; Chronic Alcoholism Suspected

Upgraded LIC Mutual 
Fund Office Opens

MANGALURU

In a move to strengthen its 
presence in Coastal Karnata-
ka, LIC Mutual Fund has 
shifted its Mangaluru branch 
to a spacious new office at 
Rambhavan Complex near 
Navabharath Circle.

The relocation is part of 
the company’s strategy to 
enhance customer engage-
ment and expand operations 
in Tier-2 cities witnessing 
rising investment activity. 
Mangaluru has emerged as a 
key financial centre with 
growing mutual fund partic-
ipation.

Company officials stated 
that more than 535 Mutual 
Fund Distributors operate in 
the region, contributing to 
steady inflows and investor 
g rowth .  The  upgraded 
branch is expected to im-
prove accessibility, ensure 
quicker processing of re-

quests and provide better 
infrastructure for investor 
interactions.

Ravi Kumar Jha, Manag-
ing Director and CEO, said 
the expansion demonstrates 
the company’s long-term 
commitment to the region. 
He noted that as of January 
31, 2026, the firm’s Assets 
Under Management in Man-
galuru stood at ₹281.29 
crore.

The AUM portfolio in-
cludes ₹247.80 crore in eq-
uity investments,  ₹6.10 
crore in cash, ₹8.46 crore in 
long-duration debt, ₹15.65 
crore in short-duration debt, 
and ₹3.28 crore in ETFs.

Officials said the diversi-
fied composition highlights 
investor confidence and bal-
anced risk participation. The 
company plans to continue 
promoting financial literacy 
and mutual fund awareness 
initiatives in the district.

CM Inaugurates Key Facilities in Karkala, Reaffirms 
Commitment to Education, Social Justice, and Development
KARKALA

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
visited Karkala on Wednes-
day, where he inaugurated the 
new ₹7-crore Dr.  B.R. 
Ambedkar Bhavan and the 
Kisan Sabha Auditorium at 
the Mahatma Gandhi Resi-
dential High School.

He also participated in the 
school’s 35th annual day cel-
ebrations, underscoring the 
state government’s focus on 
education for underprivileged 
children and community  
infrastructure in coastal  
Karnataka.

The CM arrived amid tight 
security and was warmly re-
ceived by local leaders and 
residents. His visit marks a 
significant boost for Karkala, 
a town known for its Jain her-
itage and the iconic Go-
mateshwara statue.

The first event saw Siddara-
maiah formally open the new 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Bhavan at 
Kabettu in Karkala taluk. Con-
structed by the Social Welfare 
Department at an estimated 
cost of ₹7 crore, the building is 
expected to serve as a vibrant 
hub for social, cultural, and 
community activities, particu-
larly benefiting marginalized 
sections of society.

Speaking at the event, the 
Chief Minister emphasized 
themes of social justice and 
equal opportunity. He added 
that historically, many com-
munities were denied educa-
tion due to the caste system, 
and political freedom holds 
no meaning without social 
and economic freedom. He 
commended efforts to provide 

quality education to under-
privileged children.

Later, Siddaramaiah inau-
gurated the Kisan Sabha Au-
ditorium on Taluk Office 
Road, built by the Kisan 
Sabha Trust at the Mahatma 
Gandhi Residential High 
School located in Kukkundur, 
Karkala. He also formally de-
clared open the institution’s 
35th anniversary celebrations.

The residential school, run 
by the Kisan Sabha Trust, 
provides free food, accommo-
dation, and education to 103 
poor students from education-
ally backward rural areas 
across all categories. The CM 
lauded the Trust’s contribu-
tions to expanding education-
al access and community  
development.

The events were attended 
by a host of leaders, reflecting 
broad political and adminis-
trative support. Ministers 
Lakshmi Hebbalkar (Women 
& Child Development and 
Udupi District In-charge), 
H.C. Mahadevappa (Social 
Welfare), and Madhu Bang-
arappa (Primary & Secondary 
Education) were present 
along with Former Chief Min-
ister M. VeerappaMoily, For-
mer Minister Jayaprakash 
Hegde, Karkala MLA Sunil 
Kumar, and others.

Local Leaders including 
Harsha Moily, Muniyal Uday 

Shetty (Congress leader and 
District Guarantee Implemen-
tation Committee vice-presi-
dent), Vinay Kumar Sorake, 
MLA Harish Kumar, MLC 
Ivan D’Souza, Dakshina Kan-
nada District Cooperative 
Bank president M.N. Rajen-
dra Kumar, Coastal Authority 
chairman M.A. Gaffoor, en-
trepreneur Bola Damodar Ka-
math, Shubhada Rao, and se-
nior district officials including 
Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roopa T.K.

Women & Child Develop-
ment Minister Lakshmi Heb-
balkar highlighted the high 
number of Gruha Lakshmi 
beneficiaries in Udupi despite 
Congress not winning any As-
sembly seats there, crediting 
party workers for effective 
implementation.

During an interaction with 
the media in Karkala, Sidda-
ramaiah addressed several 
pressing state matters. He 
stated that vacant posts in var-
ious government departments 
will be filled in phases and 
the government remains fully 
committed to fulfilling its em-
ployment promises despite 
delays caused by internal res-
ervation issues, with recruit-
ment processes set to begin 
soon.

On the  growing  hu-
man-wildlife conflict, he not-
ed that rising populations of 

elephants, leopards and tigers 
have made it necessary to 
construct large-scale barri-
cades along forest fringes to 
prevent animals from entering 
human settlements.

The Chief Minister also re-
iterated the government’s firm 
commitment to completely 
curbing ganja and other  
narcotics.

Speaking about the five 
guarantee schemes, Siddara-
maiah pointed out that even 
while spending ₹52,000 crore 
annually — and ₹1.20 lakh 
crore so far — on these wel-
fare measures, development 
works are continuing simulta-
neously across the state. He 
recalled that in his 2013-18 
term the government had ful-
filled 158 out of 165 promises 
and in the current term has 
already implemented 243 out 
of 590 promises.

Regarding the proposed 
Agumbe tunnel, he assured 
that consultations with envi-
ronmentalists would be held 
to address ecological con-
cerns before any permissions 
are granted. On local develop-
ment in Karkala, he an-
nounced that the Parashurama 
Theme Park will be complet-
ed soon and extended full 
government support for the 
upcoming 2027 Mahamastak-
abhisheka of Lord Gomatesh-
wara.

Finally, on the issue of po-
litical appointments, the Chief 
Minister observed that it is 
not wrong for MLAs to aspire 
for ministerial positions, but a 
clear decision has been taken 
not to appoint first-time 
MLAs as ministers.
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Two Youths Arrested 
for Ganja Consumption 

Near Bus Stand

Tree-Cutter Dies  
After Tree Uproots  

and Falls on Him

Mobile Phone 
Recovered from 

Undertrial Prisoner

Mangaluru:
Acting on routine patrol, 
Kavoor police arrested 

two young men accused 
of using banned sub-

stances in a public spot 
near Panjimogaru bus 

stand. The detained per-
sons are Chandan (19), a 
resident of Urundadigud-

de in Panjimogaru, and 
Kiran Ravi Naik, a native 
of Kanakeri in Siddapur, 
Uttara Kannada district. 
While on duty, Police In-
spector Raghvendra M. 

Bainduru noticed the 
suspects behaving in a 
manner suggestive of 
narcotic consumption 

near the bus stand. They 
were immediately taken 

into custody for ques-
tioning. Subsequent 

medical examination at 
a healthcare facility con-

firmed the presence of 
ganja in their systems. A 

formal case has been 
registered against both 
under the provisions of 
the Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substanc-
es (NDPS) Act at Kavoor 
Police Station, and fur-

ther investigation is  
underway.

Belthangady
A tragic workplace mis-
hap claimed the life of a 
daily-wage worker en-

gaged in tree trimming on 
a private estate. The de-
ceased has been identi-

fied as Nema (62), a resi-
dent of Shirlaalu.

The incident unfolded 
around 3 p.m. on Febru-
ary 23 in Kambaladaddu 
locality within a farmland 

in Badagakarandur vil-
lage. While climbing a 
tree to cut branches, 

Nema was suddenly car-
ried down as the entire 

tree uprooted and fell. He 
suffered catastrophic in-
juries in the fall and be-
came unconscious on 

the spot. Fellow workers 
and locals immediately 
shifted him to the Gov-

ernment Hospital in 
Belthangady for emer-

gency treatment. Doctors 
who examined him de-

clared him brought dead 
upon arrival. Following a 
complaint lodged by the 

victim’s son Sudhakar, 
Venur Police Station has 
registered a case and ini-

tiated an investigation 
into the circumstances of 

the accident.

Mangaluru
Authorities at the District 
Prison in Kodialbail un-

covered a prohibited 
mobile phone hidden in-

side the bedding of an 
undertrial prisoner dur-
ing a routine inspection.
On the morning of Feb-
ruary 23 at around 9:30 

a.m., Superintendent 
Sharanabasappa, ac-
companied by officers 
and staff, conducted a 
detailed search of the 

facility. While examining 
the folded mattress in 
cell number 5 of the ‘B’ 
division block, they dis-
covered a keypad-style 

mobile phone belonging 
to inmate Chandrahaas 

Poojary. Following in-
structions from senior 
officials, a formal case 
has been registered at 

Barke Police Station re-
garding the possession 
of the unauthorized de-
vice inside the jail prem-
ises. The recovery high-
lights ongoing concerns 

about contraband 
smuggling into correc-

tional facilities, prompt-
ing stricter vigilance 
measures to prevent 
communication tools 

from reaching inmates.

Mangaluru's Private Transport Sector 
Welcomes First Electric Bus on Feb 26

A pioneering eco-friendly electric bus will roll out on Mangaluru roads, marking 
a milestone for the city's private operators and promising cleaner public travel.
MANGALURU

The city is set to witness a 
significant step forward in 
sustainable urban mobility as 
the coastal city's private bus 
fleet introduces its very first 
electric vehicle. The bus is 
scheduled for inauguration on 
February 26 and will begin 
passenger service on the 
streets within just a few days 
of the event.

Ganesh Prasad Travels, a 
well-known local operator, has 
taken this environmentally 
conscious initiative. The new 
electric bus will operate on the 
popular Route Number 27, 
running between Mangaladevi 
and State Bank in a loop.

Dilraj Alva, the owner of 
Ganesh Prasad Travels, is 
spearheading this shift toward 

cleaner technology in Manga-
luru's transport landscape. 
The vehicle, a 9-metre-long 
model with 32 comfortable 
seats, was sourced from Pune-
based Neuton Auto. Notably, 
this marks the very first e-bus 
produced by Neuton Auto, 
and Mangaluru's roads will 
become its inaugural opera-
tional territory.

Dilraj Alva confirmed that 
once all registration formali-
ties are completed, the bus 
will immediately be available 

for public commuting. On a 
full charge, the bus can cover 
approximately 200 kilome-
tres. It supports fast charging 
to reach 100% battery capac-
ity in about two hours, while 
standard slow charging re-
quires around five hours.

With only one electric bus 
in the fleet at present, the 
owners have decided against 
building a dedicated charging 
station. Instead, they will rely 
on existing public charging 
points available at selected 
petrol bunks across Mangalu-
ru city.

From an environmental per-
spective, this transition holds 
substantial value. Ganesh 
Prasad Travels currently runs 
a total of five buses, each 
completing 19 trips per day. 
The new electric bus will re-

place one of the older die-
sel-powered vehicles in regu-
lar service. Dilraj Alva em-
phasized that the primary 
motivation extends beyond 
profit calculations—he aims 
to reduce carbon emissions 
and make a meaningful con-
tribution toward protecting 
the environment.

Looking ahead, the operator 
plans to gradually convert the 
entire fleet to electric vehi-
cles. To support this vision, 
Alva has established a new 
company called Charge Mo-
bility Private Limited in part-
nership with like-minded in-
dividuals. Through this ven-
ture, they aspire to transform 
Mangaluru's public transport 
system into a fully green and 
sustainable network in the 
coming years.

Leopard Caught on 
Camera in Kadri 
Doctors' Colony

Residents of  a posh 
Mangaluru neighborhood 

are on edge after 
midnight CCTV footage 

revealed a leopard 
prowling near their 

homes, reviving 
memories of  past wildlife 

intrusions in the area.

MANGALURU

Mangaluru city is experienc-
ing growing unease as leopard 
appearances extend into urban 
zones, with the big cat now 
venturing into residential 
pockets during nighttime 
hours.

In the latest instance, a 
leopard was captured on sur-
veillance cameras roaming 
around 2 a.m. in Kadri Doc-
tors' Colony.

The footage, recorded by 
CCTV systems in the vicinity, 
shows the animal moving 
through the area, heightening 
alarm among people living 
nearby. This comes two years 
after a wild bison was detect-
ed in the very same location, 
adding to local worries.

While the surroundings fea-
ture some forested patches 
near the upper reaches of 
Kadri Temple, the colony it-
self consists largely of up-
scale housing complexes.

Locals speculate that the 
presence of numerous stray 
dogs and pets in the housing 
area could be drawing the 
predator in search of easy 
prey. The sighting has left the 
community anxious about 
safety, particularly at night, as 
human-wildlife overlap con-
tinues to increase in Mangal-
uru's fringes.CSR-Funded Water Treatment Facility 

Strengthens NITK’s Summer Preparedness
SURATHKAL

In a major step towards water 
sustainability, National Insti-
tute of Technology Karnataka 
Surathkal has commissioned 
a one-million-litre-per-day 
water disinfection plant on its 
campus.

The project, funded by 
PETRONET MHB Ltd. under 
its CSR programme for 2025–
26, was inaugurated by the 
company’s Managing Direc-
tor Sudhir Kumar and NITK 
Director Prof. B. Ravi.

The facility treats raw water 
drawn from campus tube 
wells and open wells, reduc-
ing dependence on supply 
from the Mangalore Munici-

pal Corporation. The multi-
stage treatment includes dual 
filtration, chlorination and 
ozonation, ensuring removal 
of iron content and harmful 
contaminants.

Officials said the plant will 

play a crucial role in address-
ing water shortages during 
peak summer, when munici-
pal supply often falls short of 
campus requirements.

Sudhir Kumar said the ini-
tiative reflects PETRONET’s 

commitment to responsible 
corporate citizenship. As an 
alumnus of NITK, he de-
scribed the project as person-
ally meaningful and ex-
pressed hope that it would 
enhance the quality of life for 
the campus community.

Prof. Ravi highlighted that 
the institute had recently de-
veloped a 30-million-litre 
rainwater harvesting reservoir 
and said the new disinfection 
facility would allow optimal 
use of harvested and locally 
sourced water.

Senior officials of PETR-
ONET, institute administra-
tors, faculty members and 
student representatives attend-
ed the event.

Bajpe Town Panchayat 
Steps Up Vigil on Littering 

with CCTV Plans
MANGALURU

Bajpe Town Panchayat has resolved to introduce strict moni-
toring measures against indiscriminate waste throwing while 
also prioritizing improvements to guarantee adequate potable 
water distribution across its jurisdiction.

During a key session chaired by Panchayat President Lokesh-
Poojary on Tuesday, officials and members focused discussions 
on water provision challenges and effective solid waste handling.

Lokesh Poojary explained that the panchayat is holding de-
partmental meetings regularly to streamline administration and 
resolve various citizen concerns promptly.

Members raised the issue of four households near Maravooru 
Junction facing water shortages due to the absence of a proper 
road caused by railway tracks; the matter was debated thorough-
ly, leading to specific decisions.

Moily Says First-Time MLAs Deserve 
Ministerial Roles If Qualified

MANGALURU

Senior Congress figure and 
former Chief Minister Dr. M. 
Veerappa Moily asserted that 
ministerial positions should 
not hinge on whether some-
one is a veteran or rookie 
legislator—eligibility and 
capability are what truly mat-
ter. He added that even those 
entering the assembly for the 
first time can earn a cabinet 
spot if they demonstrate the 
right qualities.

Speaking to journalists in 
Mangaluru, Moily addressed 
questions about 31 MLAs 
who have written to the party 

high command requesting 
ministerial berths. He re-
called his own experience 
under Chief Minister Devaraj 
Arasu in 1972, when he and 
many others joined the cabi-
net as complete newcomers. 
Because of that history, 
Moily said he lacks any mor-
al ground to oppose fresh 
faces today.

He stressed that true eligi-
bility means possessing gen-
uine merit, displaying excep-
tional talent in legislative 
work, and showing dedica-
tion. Chief ministers natural-
ly recognize such individu-
a ls ,  he  noted,  wi thout  

anyone needing to lobby  
aggressively.

In his view, leaders like 
Arasu identified commit-
ment, hard work, and sincer-
ity in people like him and 
rewarded them accordingly. 
A balanced cabinet, he ar-
gued, requires both fresh tal-
ent to invigorate the team 
and experienced hands to 
provide stability.

When asked if the collec-
tive demands for cabinet in-
clusion amount to factional-
ism, Moily clarified that the 
MLAs are simply voicing 
their legitimate ambitions, 
not forming divisive groups.

Wenlock Hospital's Waste Treatment Plant 
to Get Major Upgrade with �2 Cr Approval

MANGALURU

The government-run Wenlock 
Hospital is set to receive a 
significant boost to its waste-
water management system. 
Administrative sanction has 
been granted for ₹2 crore to 
upgrade the existing sewage 
treatment plant (STP) from 
its current 350 KLD capacity 
to a more robust 500 KLD 
unit.

The hospital, which oper-
ates with 905 beds, relies on 
an anaerobic blanket reac-
tor-based STP that has en-
countered repeated operation-
al difficulties. Recognizing 
these challenges, Medical 

Education Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao held discussions 
with department officials  
and directed the necessary 
improvements.

The approved plan makes 
efficient use of the hospital's 
present civil infrastructure 

while adding essential new 
components, including an 
SBR (Sequencing Batch Re-
actor) tank and a collection 
tank. Additional machinery 
and equipment required for 
the enhanced STP will also 
be procured. With the ₹2 
crore funding now in place, 
the authorities have been in-
structed to invite tenders 
promptly to begin the work.

This upgrade aims to en-
sure reliable, high-standard 
treatment of hospital waste, 
supporting better hygiene and 
environmental compliance 
for the large patient load at 
one of the region's key public 
healthcare facilities.

Authorities have cleared 
�2 crore for enhancing 
the sewage treatment 
facility at Mangaluru’s 
Wenlock Hospital to 

500 KLD capacity, ad-
dressing long-standing 

maintenance issues and 
meeting rising demands.

�17 Lakh Anganwadi Building 
Work Begins in Mahakali Padpu
MANGALURU

A new Anganwadi centre 
building project worth ap-
proximately ₹17 lakh was for-
mally inaugurated with a 
groundbreaking ceremony in 
Mahakali Padpu area of Atta-
var Ward 55, within Mangal-
uru City Corporation limits. 
The event was led by local 
MLA Vedavyas Kamath.

Addressing the gathering 
afterward, the legislator ex-
plained that the project re-
ceived sanction during the 
2022-23 fiscal year under the 
BJP-led state government 
headed by then Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai.

As part of a statewide ini-
tiative to construct Anganwa-
di buildings, this centre was 
approved to include a teach-
ing classroom, kitchen, toi-

lets, and other essential facil-
ities for proper functioning.

He claimed out that after 
the Congress government as-
sumed power, progress faced 
interruptions and delays. Fol-
lowing repeated representa-
tions and follow-ups, the ear-
lier allocated funds have now 
been released again, allowing 
construction to move forward 
swiftly. “Once completed, the 
facility will enable local chil-
dren to play, learn, and grow 
in a dedicated Anganwadi en-
vironment,” he said.

MLA Kamath also ac-
knowledged the persistent 
efforts of former corporator 
Shailesh Shetty, who had re-
peatedly demanded an Angan-
wadi centre for this locality, 
saying those requests have 
now borne fruit through com-
bined cooperation.

Man Wanted in 2019 
Case Arrested at 

Mangaluru Airport
MANGALURU

A Bantwal resident accused in 
a 2019 criminal case was ar-
rested at Mangaluru Interna-
tional Airport while returning 
from abroad on February 24.

The arrested person, identi-
fied as Ibrahim Batees of 
Kanyana village, had been 
evading court proceedings in 
a case registered at Vitla Po-
lice Station. The case includes 
charges under Sections 427, 
504, 394 and 341 of the IPC 
and Section 2(A) of the Pre-
vention of Destruction and 
Loss of Property Act.

Police officials 
stated that the ac-
cused had re-
mained absent 

from court hearings for nearly 
two years and was reportedly 
staying outside the country 
during that period. With prior 
information about his arrival, 
Vitla police personnel, assist-
ed by immigration authorities, 
detained him at the airport.

He was subsequently pro-
duced before the jurisdic-
tional judge, who remanded 
him to judicial custody until 
March 7, 2026.

The police said necessary 
follow-up action will continue 
as per law.

Man Absconding in Foreigners Act Case 
Nabbed in Karkala After 12 Years

BANTWAL 

A 59-year-old man who had 
been on the run for nearly 12 
years in a case registered un-
der the Foreigners Act was 
arrested by Bantwal Rural po-
lice in Udupi district on Feb-
ruary 24.

The accused, Taj Moham-
med Yusuf, a resident of Udu-
pi, was wanted in Crime No. 
152/2014 of Bantwal Rural 
Police Station under Sections 
14(a), 14(b) and 14(c) of the 
Foreigners Act read with Sec-
tion 34 of the IPC.

Police said the accused had 
been evading arrest since 

2014 and had remained un-
traceable despite sustained 
efforts to secure his presence 
before the court.

Acting on credible informa-
tion about his whereabouts, a 
police team apprehended him 
at Karkala in Udupi district.

The arrest was made under 
the direction of Bantwal As-

sistant Superintendent of Po-
lice Yash Kumar Sharma, IPS, 
and under the supervision of 
Police Sub-Inspectors Manju-
nath T and Krishnakant K. 
The team included Police 
Constables 2462 Shivananda 
Maddi, 2467 Shiddappa and 
2474 Praveen.

Following his arrest, the ac-
cused was produced before 
the jurisdictional court on 
February 24. The court re-
manded him to judicial  
custody.

Police said further investi-
gation and legal formalities in 
the case will continue as per 
law.

Scooter Stolen in Broad Daylight 
Outside Shop in Bunder Market Area

MANGALURU

A scooter owner returned 
from a quick shopping errand 
to find his vehicle missing 
from its parking spot right 
outside a shop in the bustling 
Bunder locality.

According to the complaint 
lodged at Pandeshwar Police 
Station, the incident involved 
Munawar, who arrived around 

6:20 p.m. on February 20 and 
parked his KA19-ET-0692 
registered scooter in front of 
Fida Traders store. He stepped 
inside to purchase goods and 
returned by 6:40 p.m. only to 
discover the vehicle had disap-
peared from the exact location.

He immediately questioned 
nearby shopkeepers and pass-
ers-by, then searched sur-
rounding streets and various 

parts of the city, but the scoot-
er could not be traced. The 
complainant estimated its ap-
proximate market value at 
₹15,000.

Police have recorded the 
theft and are examining 
CCTV footage from the vicin-
ity, questioning witnesses, 
and checking for similar inci-
dents in the area to identify 
possible suspects.
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Organ Retrieval Centre to Ease Donation Process
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a move aimed at making 
organ donation more compas-
sionate and family-centric, a 
state-of-the-art non-transplant 
organ retrieval centre, Jeeva 
Spandana, will be inaugurated 
in the coming months at Vic-
toria Hospital.

Unlike conventional sys-
tems where brain-dead pa-
tients are shifted directly to 
operating theatres for organ 
retrieval, the new facility will 
provide families with a pri-
vate and peaceful environ-
ment to grieve before the pro-
cedure begins. Officials say 
this approach is expected to 
encourage organ donation by 
making the emotionally diffi-
cult process more sensitive 
and dignified.

Organ retrieval centres are 
specialised hospital facilities 
designed to identify, maintain 
and retrieve organs from 
brain-dead donors for trans-
plantation. They focus on 
supporting donor families and 
coordinating with transplant 
centres, often without con-
ducting transplants them-
selves.

Announced in 2025 at a 
cost of ₹1 crore, Jeeva Span-
dana will include a dedicated 
four-bed ICU separate from 
the regular intensive care unit. 
“Once brain death is declared, 
we will move the donor and 
family members to this small-
er, more ambient ICU space,” 
said Dr S. Deepak, Medical 
Superintendent of Victoria 

Hospital. “Families can spend 
as much time as they need 
with their loved one before 
we proceed with organ re-
trieval.”

The centre will also house 
an information kiosk and a 
communication hub. The 
communication centre will 
relay real-time updates about 
retrieved organs to transplant 
teams in other cities, helping 
them prepare recipients and 
coordinate procedures effi-
ciently.

Earlier, Health Minister 
Dinesh Gundu Rao had an-
nounced plans to establish 
organ retrieval centres in 22 
medical college hospitals 
statewide. However, progress 
has largely been limited to 
Bengaluru. Medical Educa-
tion Minister Sharan Prakash 

Patil said that apart from Vic-
toria Hospital, no additional 
centres have been set up, cit-
ing greater demand in the 
capital where kidney trans-
plants are conducted at the 
Institute of Nephro Urology 
and liver transplants at the In-
stitute of Gastroenterology Sci-
ences and Organ Transplant.

He added that there are cur-
rently no immediate plans for 
more centres, except for the 
upcoming 1,000-bed charita-
ble multi-organ transplant 
hospital being developed by 
the Azim Premji Foundation 
in collaboration with the state 
government.

Officials hope Jeeva Span-
dana will serve as a model for 
balancing medical efficiency 
with empathy during some of 
life’s most difficult moments.

ENCOURAGING ORGAN DONATION
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Monastic Initiation 
Ceremony at Vishwakarma 

Mahasamsthan Math
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The monastic initiation 
and disciple acceptance 
ceremony of the succes-
sors of the Vishwakarma 
Mahasamsthan Math at 
Aremadanahalli will be 

held on Thursday with re-
ligious fervour. Addressing 

a press conference, P. 
Sugnanamurthy, chair-

man of the Vishwakarma 
Community Development 

Corporation, said elabo-
rate arrangements have 
been made for the cere-

mony. A religious gathering 
and inauguration pro-

gramme was held at the 
Math on February 25. The 

rituals will be conducted in 
the divine presence of His 
Holiness Anantha Sri Vib-
hushitha Sri Shivasugnana 
Theerthamahaswamiji and 

other seers from various 
Mathas. Former Prime 

Minister H.D. Deve Gowda 
and several political lead-

ers are expected to partic-
ipate in the ceremony.

 

Two Killed as Bullet 
Bike Crashes into Tree 

During Triple Ride
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Two youths were killed 
and another injured after 

a bullet motorcycle 
crashed into a tree while 

they were riding triple 
near Unnikrishnan Junc-

tion in Yelahanka. The de-
ceased have been identi-

fied as Kiran (25) and 
Yashwant (25). Gautam, 
who was riding pillion at 

the rear, sustained serious 
injuries and has been ad-

mitted to hospital. Ac-
cording to police, the 

three were riding without 
helmets when the rider 

lost control and the bike 
rammed into a tree before 
overturning. Kiran died on 
the spot, while Yashwant 
succumbed to injuries on 

the way to hospital. A 
case has been registered 
at Yelahanka Traffic Po-
lice Station. The bodies 

were shifted to Yelahanka 
Government Hospital  

for post-mortem.

BJP, Community Groups Oppose 
Proposed Honour Killing Bill

Community organisations representing upper castes, including Veerashaiva-
Lingayats and Vokkaligas, have expressed reservations about the bill

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Congress government’s 
proposed legislation to curb 
crimes linked to inter-caste 
marriages, including honour 
killings, has sparked sharp 
opposition from the BJP and 
several community organisa-
tions, who have termed the 
draft law discriminatory and 
selective.

The Department of Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs has 
prepared the Karnataka 
Choice in Marriage and Pre-
vention and Prohibition of 
Crimes in the Name of Hon-
our and Tradition Bill, 2026, 
in response to rising incidents 
of caste-based violence. The 
bill proposes stringent penal-
ties, including life imprison-
ment and even the death sen-
tence, and is expected to be 
tabled during the March bud-
get session.

However, critics argue that 
the proposed law focuses 
solely on inter-caste marriag-
es and excludes inter-religious 
marriages, making it biased. 
Former BJP minister S. 
Suresh Kumar alleged that the 
bill targets the Hindu commu-
nity under the guise of pre-
venting honour killings and 
said the party would strongly 
oppose it.

The move follows the 
shocking killing of 19-year-
old Manya Patil in Dharwad 
in December. Patil, who was 

six months pregnant, was al-
legedly murdered by her Lin-
gayat family for marrying a 
Scheduled Caste youth. Her 
father and other family mem-
bers were arrested in connec-
tion with the case. The inci-
dent intensified demands for 
stronger legal safeguards to 
protect couples exercising 
their constitutional right to 
choose their partners.

Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister H.K. Patil de-
fended the proposal, stating 
that it is the government’s 
duty to ensure freedom of 
choice in marriage and pre-
vent caste-based crimes. He 
said the bill seeks to address 
continuing discrimination that 
manifests in brutal forms of 
violence against young adults.

Community groups, howev-
er, remain wary. H.M. Renuka 
Prasanna, National Secretary 
of the Akhila Bharata Veer-

ashaiva-Lingayat Mahasabha, 
said that while the bill’s title 
draws inspiration from Basa-
vanna’s vachanas emphasis-
ing inclusivity, its provisions 
appear exclusive. “We will 
decide our next step depend-
ing on the government’s 
move,” he said.

Interestingly, the Mahasabha 
is headed by Congress minister 
Eshwar Khandre, who clarified 
that the bill has not yet reached 
the Cabinet and assured that it 
would be examined to ensure 
no community faces discrimi-
nation.

Legal experts have also 
questioned the necessity of a 
new law. Supreme Court ad-
vocate and constitutional ex-
pert K.V. Dhananjay noted 
that murder is already punish-
able with life imprisonment or 
death under existing laws, 
calling the proposed legisla-
tion potentially redundant.

City’s Garbage Trail 
Leads to K3.6 Cr in 

Fines, 82K Litter Cases
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

If you are still tossing parcel 
boxes, food wrappers or plas-
tic covers onto city roads, be 
warned — the cameras are 
watching. Between August 
2025 and January 2026, an 
intensified anti-litter enforce-
ment drive by Bengaluru Sol-
id Waste Management Ltd 
(BSWML) has resulted in 
over ₹3.6 crore in penalties 
and more than 82,000 viola-
tions booked across the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike (BBMP) limits.

The crackdown relied on 
CCTV surveillance, ward 
marshals and complaints re-
ceived through the helpline. 
Officials said cases are 
mapped zone-wise, and action 
is initiated based on video ev-
idence and citizen inputs. 
Each city corporation zone 
has two sub-divisions, with 
five surveillance cameras in-
stalled in each sub-division to 
monitor littering hotspots. 
More cameras are expected to 
be added to curb recurring 
black spots.

Kari  Gowda, CEO of 
BSWML, said enforcement 
has  been  s igni f icant ly 
strengthened to ensure re-
sponsible waste disposal. “We 
launched multiple initiatives 
to catch litterbugs and book 
cases based on complaints re-
ceived through the helpline. 
Our marshals, along with lo-

cal staff, were effective in 
preventing random dumping 
on the streets,” he said.

One of the most striking 
initiatives was the launch of 
‘Kasa Suriyuva Habba’ (Gar-
bage Dumping Festival) in 
late 2025. Using CCTV foot-
age, officials traced habitual 
offenders who dumped waste at 
night. Instead of just issuing 
fines, authorities returned the 
dumped garbage to the viola-
tors’ homes under supervision. 
During the pilot phase, 218 
households had their waste re-
turned in a single day. “If you 
throw it on our streets, we will 
bring it back to your home,” a 
senior official remarked.

Solid waste violations 
formed the bulk of cases, but 
plastic ban breaches generat-
ed heavier penalties. In Janu-
ary 2026 alone, plastic viola-
tions fetched ₹24.7 lakh in 
fines. Under revised norms, 
commercial establishments 
face fines of up to ₹50,000 for 
repeat offences, while house-
holds are fined ₹2,000 for 
dumping waste — a steep in-
crease from the earlier ₹500.

The enforcement drive 
also covered public hy-

giene violations. Over six 
months, 308 cases of 

public urination and 183 
cases of spitting were 

booked, resulting  
in K45,100 in fines.

Anti-National Claims Trigger 
Protest at Azim Premji University

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Tension gripped Azim Premji 
University (APU) near Sar-
japur after activists of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) barged into 
the campus protesting a pro-
posed discussion on the 
Kunan Poshpora incident in 
Kashmir. Police detained 
around 25 ABVP activists as 
a preventive measure and de-
ployed two platoons of the 
State Reserve Police Force to 
maintain order.

The programme, titled 
‘Kunan Poshpora — 35 years 
after the incident occurred in 
Kashmir’, was scheduled for 
6 pm and organised by Spark 
APU, a reading circle affiliat-
ed with the All India Students 
Association (AISA), the stu-
dent wing of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist-Le-
ninist) Liberation. Posters for 
the event referenced allega-
tions that 35 women were 
gang-raped by security forces 
in Kupwara district’s Kunan 
and Poshpora villages in 
1991, stating that no convic-
tions had followed and invit-
ing discussion on “violence 

by the Indian State in Kash-
mir.”

ABVP leaders alleged that 
the event aimed to promote 
anti-national views and por-
tray Indian soldiers as perpe-
trators. They gathered outside 
the university gate, shouting 
s logans ,  and a l legedly 
smeared black paint on the 
university’s name board be-
fore attempting to force their 
way inside. Police intervened 
and shifted the activists to 
Sarjapur police station.

In a statement, APU clari-
fied that it had not granted 
permission for the event and 
that no such discussion was 
held on its premises. “Those 
who forced their way into our 
campus were protesting an 

event that they claimed was 
going to be held here. Azim 
Premji University had not au-
thorised any event of such 
nature. This event, allegedly 
planned by a small group of 
students, did not happen at 
all,” the statement read. The 
university also condemned 
the damage and unrest caused 
on campus.

Following the cancellation 
of the programme, students 
led by AISA assembled inside 
the campus to protest ABVP’s 
actions. Aratrika, AISA Gen-
eral Secretary, Bengaluru 
chapter, described the episode 
as a clash of ideologies and 
accused ABVP of attempting 
to stifle debate in academic 
spaces.

Woman Arrested for Running 
MDMA Network with Nigerian
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major crackdown on 
synthetic drug trafficking, 
the Anti-Narcotics Wing of 
the Central Crime Branch 
(CCB) has arrested a 
44-year-old woman for al-
legedly operat ing an 
MDMA distribution net-
work in association with a 
Nigerian national, targeting 
college students, business-
men and IT-BT profession-
als in north-east Bengaluru.

The accused, N.K. Sub-
hashini, a resident of Puttan-
na Layout near Marasandra 
on Bagalur Main Road, was 
arrested following a tip-off 
received by Sub-Inspector K. 
Keshavamurthy. Acting on 
credible information, the po-
lice team raided her rented 
house and seized more than 
3,000 ecstasy pills, along 
with a mobile phone, a por-
table weighing machine and 
zip-lock covers used for 
packaging.

According to police, Sub-
hashini had been in contact 
for the past four years with a 
Nigerian national identified 

as Lutaya Patrick, who is 
currently absconding. Patrick 
allegedly sourced the pills 
either from Nigeria or 
through other Nigerian na-
tionals residing in Bengalu-
ru. Officials said the duo had 
built a steady clientele and 
were selling each pill for 
₹5,000 to ₹6,000, using the 
illegal proceeds to fund a 
lavish lifestyle.

Investigations revealed 
that whenever Patrick re-
ceived orders, he would 
share details and customer 
locations with Subhashini via 
WhatsApp. She would pack 
the pills in zip-lock covers and 
drop them at designated spots, 
sharing photographs with vis-
ible landmarks and live loca-
tion details. Customers would 
collect the contraband without 
directly meeting either of the 
accused, maintaining commu-
nication solely through 
WhatsApp to evade detection. 
Police records indicate that 
Patrick has been residing in 
Bengaluru for nearly a de-
cade and was previously ar-
rested by Kothanur police in 
2018 in a drug-related case.

CBSE Directs Karnataka 
Schools Not to Start Classes 

10, 12 Before April 1
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
has instructed its affiliated 
schools in Karnataka not 
to commence Classes 10 
and 12 before April 1, reit-
erating that the academic 
session must str ict ly  
run from April  1 to  
March 31.

In a circular dated Feb-
ruary 23, the CBSE’s Ben-
galuru regional office not-
ed that several schools 
were beginning the new 
academic session for 
Classes 10 and 12 immedi-
ately after final exams in 
February, effectively cut-
ting short the summer va-
cation. The Board warned 
that compressing course-
work into a shorter time-
frame could overwhelm 
students, causing stress, 
anxiety and burnout. It re-
ferred to a 2023 directive 
emphasizing adherence to 
the prescribed academic 
calendar.

It is common practice 
among some Bengaluru 
schools to conclude Classes 
9 and 11 in February and 
start board exam classes 
soon after. However, CBSE 
has advised principals to en-
sure that students are not 
compelled to attend aca-
demic sessions during the 
designated vacation period.

A senior regional officer 
said the advisory followed 

complaints from parents 
that schools were sacrific-
ing holidays to complete 
portions early. Meanwhile, 
some school heads ex-
pressed practical concerns, 
stating that beginning the 
session in April poses 
challenges due to harsh 
summer conditions in 
South India.

The principal of a prom-
inent CBSE school in Ben-
galuru argued that the 
April–March calendar is 
more suitable for North In-
dian states and suggested 
flexibility based on region-
al needs. Last year, nearly 
94,000 students registered 
for Class 10 and about 
22,000 for  Class  12  
board examinations in 
Karnataka.

Doctors Warn of Kidney Stones, UTIs as Summer Nears
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

With temperatures steadily 
rising, city doctors are report-
ing an early surge in cases of 
kidney stones and urinary 
tract infections (UTIs), condi-
tions commonly linked to de-
hydration, sedentary life-
styles, diabetes and obesity. 
Hospitals say the seasonal 
spike, typically seen during 
peak summer, has begun 
weeks earlier this year.

Medical experts note that 
while winter usually records 
about one kidney stone case per 
day, the number often doubles 
during hotter months, pushing 

monthly cases to 50–60. Dr. 
Rajeev Bashetty, Consultant 
Urologist, said low water in-
take remains one of the leading 
causes. “Excess consumption 
of non-vegetarian food, partic-
ularly red and organ meat, 
high-salt junk food, and a sed-
entary routine also contribute to 
stone formation,” he explained. 
Urban professionals in Benga-
luru, especially tech employees 
who spend long hours seated 
with minimal physical activity, 
are considered high-risk.

Echoing the concern, Dr. Go-
vardhan Reddy, Director of 
Renal Transplant at Sakra 
World Hospital, said he is cur-

rently seeing one to two kidney 
stone cases daily. While severe 
abdominal pain and blood in 
urine are common symptoms, 
many stones remain undetect-
ed. Increased health check-ups 
and routine ultrasound scans 
have led to more asymptomatic 
cases being identified. Stones 
lodged within the kidney may 
not cause discomfort unless they 
block the ureter, which carries 
urine to the bladder. “We have 
seen patients with stones as 
large as 3–4 cm without symp-
toms. However, untreated stones 
can lead to recurrent infections 
and long-term kidney damage,” 
Dr. Bashetty cautioned.

HC Quashes 
Case Against 

Principal Over 
Alleged Flag Insult
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a significant relief to B.C. 
Venugopal, Principal of Baga-
lagunte Government High 
School in Nagasandra, the 
High Court of Karnataka has 
quashed criminal proceedings 
initiated against him under 
Section 2 of the Prevention of 
Insults to National Honours 
Act, 1971. The case stemmed 
from a complaint filed in Oc-
tober 2024 by activist B.M. 
Chikkanna, who alleged that 
Venugopal had posted a 
WhatsApp status image 
during Gandhi Jayanti cele-
brations showing him stand-
ing with slippers on the na-
tional flag, thereby insulting 
it. Challenging the proceed-
ings, Venugopal contended 
that his mobile phone had 
been in the possession of his 
students, who allegedly edited 
his photograph and superim-
posed it over an image of the 
national flag. He maintained 
that he neither intended to in-
sult the flag nor had knowl-
edge of the altered image be-
ing circulated.
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Stay safe and healthy during summer heat: Mahesh
CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
As summer temperatures rise, 
health experts warn about the 
dangers of heatwaves, dehy-
dration, and sunburn. District 
Health Officer Dr. Mahesh 
Kumar advised residents on 
simple steps to protect them-
selves from the harsh sun and 
stay healthy.

Avoiding unnecessary ex-
posure to the sun is the first 
step. People are advised to 
stay indoors in cool spaces, 
use fans, air conditioners, or 
coolers, and refrain from go-
ing outside during peak heat 

hours. Going out on an empty 
stomach should also be avoid-
ed, as it can lead to dizziness 
and weakness in strong sun-

light.
When leaving the house, 

wear light-colored, loose 
clothing, and use caps, tow-

els, or umbrellas to protect 
skin from direct sun rays. 
Maintaining proper hydration 
is crucial during summer. 
Residents are encouraged to 
drink at least eight to ten 
glasses of water daily and in-
clude fruits and vegetables in 
their diet. Coconut water, 
lemonade, buttermilk, water-
melon, and green leafy vege-
tables help replenish lost flu-
ids, while spicy foods should 
be limited.

Strenuous outdoor activities 
should be done only during 
early morning or evening 
hours. Bathing twice a day 

helps maintain skin health. 
Children and pets should not 
be allowed to play in the sun 
during peak heat.

Dr. Mahesh Kumar stressed 
that anyone experiencing 
symptoms like excessive fa-
tigue, headache, or fever 
should immediately contact a 
doctor. 

For further guidance, resi-
dents can visit the nearest 
health center or call the free 
Health Department helpline at 
104. Following these precau-
tions can significantly reduce 
the risks posed by summer 
heat and keep families safe.

HEATWAVE HEALTH TIPS

QUICK READ

Special TB check-up 
camp held in 
Chitradurga

Taluk-level rural 
sports festival in 

Manchanabale

Ornamental plants to 
be sold at flower 

exhibition

CHITRADURGA
A special differential 
health check-up and 

awareness program for 
tuberculosis patients was 
conducted at Nehru Na-

gar Primary Health 
Center. Medical Officer Dr. 
Syed Bilal examined pa-
tients and advised them 
not to discontinue treat-

ment midway. He ex-
plained the importance of 
following drug stages like 

IP and CP carefully. TB 
Unit Supervisor STLS Na-
garaj and Health Visiting 
Officer Santosh stressed 

the need for nutritious 
food and timely intake of 
medicines for faster re-

covery. Health Inspectors, 
lab technicians, nursing 

staff, and pharmacy offi-
cials also attended. The 
camp aimed to improve 
awareness and ensure 

complete treatment ad-
herence among tubercu-

losis patients.

MANCHANABALE
A rural sports festival will 
be held on March 1, 2026, 

at 10:30 am at the BGS 
School premises in Man-
chanabale village. Organ-
ized by Women’s Empow-
erment, Sanjeevini Gram 

Panchayat Union (R), 
BGS High School, and 

Samyukta Ashraya, the 
event will feature compe-
titions such as three-leg-
ged race, bomb-in-whis-

tle, and sack race for men, 
and bucket ball, lemon-
in-spoon, and musical 

chairs for women. Certifi-
cates and prizes will be 
awarded to winners. In-

terested participants are 
encouraged to join. For 

more information, contact 
Manchanabale Srinivas, 
International Sportsper-

son, at 9740615534.

CHITRADURGA
An open auction of orna-
mental plants displayed 

in pots at the city’s flower 
exhibition will be held on 
March 1. The exhibition is 
organized at the District 

Horticulture Department 
premises. The ornamen-

tal plants available for 
sale have a lifespan of 

about three months. In-
terested buyers can par-
ticipate in the auction to 
purchase the plants. For 

details on the auction 
rules and regulations, the 
Senior Assistant Director 

of Horticulture can be 
contacted during office 

hours. The event provides 
an opportunity for gar-

dening enthusiasts to ac-
quire decorative plants 
and support local horti-

cultural initiatives.

Historic title deeds distribution 
program announced in campaign

The district administration digitized 1.9 crore revenue pages, plans online 
access, verifies illegal land cases, and honors 30 diligent staff members

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

Under the Revenue Village 
Special Campaign, Chikka-
ballapura district administra-
tion will distribute ownership 
documents to 2,036 beneficia-
ries from undocumented set-
tlements on February 27, said 
Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu. The program will be held 
on a large platform near 
Chokkahalli on the city out-
skirts, with over 51,000 bene-
ficiaries expected to receive 
benefits in the coming days.

Speaking at the District 
Collector’s office, he ex-
plained that the campaign 
identifies residents of undoc-
umented public housing and 
ensures they receive official 
title deeds, e-Pauthi account 
documents, application docu-
ments, and pension order let-

ters under the Social Security 
Scheme. He credited the sup-
port of ministers, MPs, 
MLAs, and local representa-
tives for the program’s suc-
cess.

The district administration 
has digitized 1.9 crore pages 
of revenue records and is 
working to make all docu-
ments available online. Cases 
of illegal land allocation will 

also be verified, and owner-
ship confirmed. Thirty staff 
members who visited every 
house and delivered docu-
ments efficiently will be felic-
itated for their efforts.

Beneficiaries expressed 
gratitude for the transparent 
and people-friendly approach. 
Manjuna th  f rom Man-
chanabale said families who 
lived without documents for 

decades now have legal own-
ership. Narasimhappa of Ada-
vigollavarahalli praised the 
free and corruption-free pro-
cess, while S.M. Munivenkat-
appa thanked officials for 
pension sanction letters. 

Venkataramaiah of Tippen-
ahalli and Narayanaswamy of 
Muddenahalli appreciated re-
ceiving title deeds and updat-
ed land records, making loans 
and government services eas-
ier to access.

Additional District Collec-
tor Dr. N. Bhaskar, Tahsildar 
Rashmi, Gagan Sindhu, and 
District Information Officer 
M. Junjanna attended the 
event. 

The program reflects a his-
toric step toward secure hous-
ing and efficient governance 
for citizens of Chikkaballapu-
ra district.

Workshop 
Empowers Students 

for Business Startups
CHIKKABALLAPUR

 
A one-day awareness work-
shop was held for final-year 
graduate students in Chikka-
ballapur to encourage entre-
preneurship under the RAMP 
scheme, organized by the 
Karnataka Government Indus-
tries and Commerce Depart-
ment, District Industrial Cen-
tre, and Government First 
Grade College. The event 
took place at the Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Auditorium on 
Wednesday.

Prof. R. Vasundhara, Prin-
cipal of the college, inaugu-
rated the workshop and urged 
students to explore financial, 
technical, and mentoring sup-
port available under various 
incubation programs. She 
highlighted opportunities for 
students to connect with ex-
perts, officials, and entrepre-
neurs to turn innovative ideas 
into successful startups.

Venkatakrishna, Manager 
of the Lead Bank, informed 
students about financial assis-
tance for MSME entrepre-
neurs and encouraged them to 
make use of these resources 
to create employment oppor-
tunities. Joint Director of the 
District Industries Center K. 
Shivalingaiah explained that 
the incubation program under 
the RAMP scheme provides a 
platform for creativity, inno-
vation, and entrepreneurship 
for final-year students. He de-

tailed various government 
schemes for setting up busi-
nesses and motivated students 
to utilize these facilities effec-
tively. The workshop also fo-
cused on providing guidance 
about incubation facilities, 
networking opportunities, and 
strategies to develop practical 
business skills. Participants 
included Deputy Director 
(Grakai) of the District Indus-
trial Center Timukunda, Polit-
ical Science Department Co-
ordinator Dr. Venkatesh, 
IIQAC Convener Dr. P. 
Sunitha, librarian Dr. Ninga-
iah Patil, and subject expert 
Sharath Babu.

Students appreciated the 
workshop, stating that it gave 
them clarity on government 
support, financial schemes, 
and practical steps needed to 
launch startups. Officials em-
phasized that such programs 
can inspire youth to become 
successful entrepreneurs and 
contribute to local employ-
ment and economic growth.

Venkatakrishna informed 
students about MSME 

financial support, while 
K. Shivalingaiah 

explained the RAMP 
incubation program and 
government schemes to 
foster entrepreneurship 

and employment 
opportunities.

Officials warned rising youth tobacco use causes serious health issues, 
educating the public and shopkeepers during raids

Tobacco raid in Holalkere, 23 cases filed
CHITRADURGA

 
A district-level tobacco in-
spection team carried out a 
raid on shops selling tobacco 
products in the urban areas of 
Holalkere taluk. The action 
was taken under the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco 
Products Act, 2003 (COT-
PA-2003). A total of 23 cases 
were registered and fines 
were collected from violators.

The drive was conducted as 
part of the National Tobacco 
Control Programme. It was 
carried out under the guidance 
of District Health Officer Dr. 
G.P. Renuprasad and District 
Tobacco Control Officer Dr. 
Rekha. The District Tobacco 
Control Cell, along with offi-
cials from the Health Depart-
ment and the Municipality, 
inspected several shops in the 
town.

Officials said that tobacco 
addiction among youth is in-

creasing at an alarming rate. 
They warned that tobacco use 
is leading to serious health 
problems and early deaths in 
society. 

During the raid, shopkeep-
ers and members of the public 
were informed about the 
harmful effects of smoking 
and chewing tobacco. They 
were also advised not to 
smoke in public places.

Authorities instructed shop 
owners to display mandatory 
boards under Sections 4, 6A, 
and 6B of the Act. Twenty 

cases were registered under 
Section 4, and a fine of Rs. 
2,075 was imposed. Three 
cases were registered under 
Section 6A, and Rs. 275 was 
collected as fine.

District Advisor B.M. Pra-
bhudeva, social worker K.M. 
Thippeswamy, Senior Health 
Inspector M.K. Ranganath, 
and Municipality Senior 
Health Inspector T. Kalpana 
were present during the in-
spection drive. Officials said 
such raids will continue to 
protect public health.

K’taka Pushes Modern Agri-Tech Adoption 
During UK Visit: N. Cheluvarayaswamy 

NEWCASTLE, (UK)
 

N. Cheluvarayaswamy visited 
Newcastle University under a 
knowledge exchange pro-
gram, where he addressed the 
Vice-Chancellor, scientists, 
and researchers, highlighting 
Karnataka’s agricultural 
strengths and future vision.

He noted that Karnataka 
has a geographical area of 
19.1 million hectares, of 
which 12.4 million hectares is 
cultivable, spread across 10 
agro-climatic zones. About 
35% of the agricultural land 
(3.6 million hectares) is irri-
gated. Major crops include 
paddy, sugarcane, cotton, 
jowar, ragi, and horticultural 
produce such as grapes, 
pomegranate, coconut, coffee, 
and spices like pepper.

The state produces 15–16 
million tonnes of food grains 
annually. Agriculture and al-
lied sectors contribute 15–
20% to the Gross Domestic 
Product and provide employ-

ment to 55% of the popula-
tion. Bengaluru’s startup eco-
system further strengthens 
agriculture-based innovations, 
while Karnataka leads in ex-
ports of millets, fruits, vege-
tables, coffee, and silk.

To develop rain-fed areas, 
7.5 million hectares have 
been covered under watershed 
programs, with plans to add 
5.1 million hectares. Karnata-
ka has been recognized as a 
“Light House Partner” by the 
Government of India for 
World Bank-assisted projects 

such as Sujala-III and RE-
WARD. Land Resource In-
ventory data covers 2.5 mil-
lion hectares, benefiting 1.6 
million farmers.

The Minister emphasized 
adopting AI, ML, Remote 
Sensing, Robotics, and IoT 
for sustainable development. 
He thanked International 
Crops Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Tropics for 
support and expressed opti-
mism about future collabora-
tions between Karnataka and 
the UK.

K.Krishnamurthy 
appointed 

Magadi block 
Cong President

MAGADI
 

Poojaripalya K. Krishnamur-
thy has been appointed as the 
new Magadi Block Congress 
President by Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(KPCC) President D.K. Shi-
vakumar. The decision, effec-
tive immediately, covers the 
Magadi Block Congress un-
der the Magadi Assembly 
constituency of Bangalore 
South District.

The appointment aims to 
strengthen the party organiza-
tion at the grassroots level. 
Krishnamurthy, who is close-
ly associated with local MLA 
H.C. Balakrishna, requested 
the position to help boost par-
ty activities. Following the 
MLA’s recommendation, 
KPCC President Shivakumar 
approved the order.

Krishnamurthy expressed 
gratitude to D.K. Shivakumar, 
D.K. Suresh, and MLA H.C. 
Balakrishna for their trust. He 
assured that his priority will 
be organizing the party effi-
ciently, uniting workers, and 
supporting local leadership to 
implement  government 
schemes effectively.

KPCC President Shivaku-
mar wished Krishnamurthy 
success in his new role, while 
MLA H.C. Balakrishna per-
sonally congratulated him. 
Party officials emphasized 
that the new president must 
work under the guidance of 
the District Congress Com-
mittee and focus on strength-
ening the party’s presence 
and coordination within the 
block.

Krishnamurthy’s appoint-
ment is seen as a strategic 
move to consolidate party or-
ganization in Magadi, mobi-
lize local leaders, and en-
hance engagement with the 
community.

Wadi schools threaten universal 
education: Rajashekar

WADI
 

The move to close govern-
ment schools in villages 
and replace them with KPS 
magnet schools is jeopar-
dizing universal education, 
warned V.N. Rajashekar, 
state vice-president of the 
All India Save Education 
Committee.

Speaking at a teachers’ 
discussion organized by the 
committee, Rajashekar said 
the government’s plan 
could lead to the disappear-
ance of primary and upper 
primary schools in rural ar-
eas. He expressed concern 
that poor and backward 
children, especially girls, 
may lose access to quality 
education.

The state plans to open 
6,000 KPS magnet schools, 
potentially merging or shut-
ting down government 
schools in at least ten vil-
lages under one magnet 
school. Rajashekar empha-
sized that such moves 
threaten the educational 

rights envisioned by re-
formers like Jyotirao Phule, 
Savitribai Phule, and Ish-
warachandra Vidyasagar, 
who fought for education 
for lower-class children and 
girls. He criticized the gov-
ernment for gradually erod-
ing the rights of the poor 
while claiming to provide 
free education and health-
care. The activist called 
upon villagers to unite and 
organize a struggle to save 
government schools from 
closure. The discussion was 
a t t ended  by  Ramesh 
Mashal, president of the 
Save Education Committee 
Wadi unit; Sharanukumar 
Doshetty, secretary; and 
members Veerabhadrappa 
R.K., Sayabanna Natekar, 
I ranna Natekar,  Pad-
marekha V.K., and Sita 
Herura, among others.

Rajashekar’s warning 
comes at a time when rural 
communities fear losing lo-
cal schools that serve as 
lifelines for children’s 
learning and development.

Woman drowns during workshop at 
Chikkaballapura resort

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

A tragic incident occurred 
near Chintadapi village in Si-
dlaghatta taluk, Chikka-
ballapura district, when 
37-year-old Rekha from Kun-
dalgurki village drowned in a 
resort swimming pool and 
died. Rekha, who worked for 
an NGO, was attending a two-
day workshop at Resort Co. 
Hotel.

According to witnesses, 
Rekha jumped into the pool 
after 6 pm. Though she could 
swim, she did not resurface 
for several minutes, prompt-
ing colleagues to pull her out. 

She was immediately rushed 
to Shidlaghatta Government 
Hospital, where doctors con-
firmed her death.

A case has been registered 
at Shidlaghatta Rural Police 
Station against the resort 
owner and the organizing 
company for negligence, in-
cluding the lack of safety 
measures. 

The incident was captured 
on CCTV. Family members 
have expressed outrage over 
the mishap. Authorities are 
investigating to determine re-
sponsibility and ensure strict-
er safety protocols at resorts 
in the future.
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Anganwadi workers call for Bengaluru March
SINDHANUR

 
Anganwadi workers and help-
ers have announced a “Bengal-
uru Chalo” protest on March 2, 
demanding higher honorarium 
and better facilities. The call 
was given by D.H. Kambali, 
District Honorary President of 
the Karnataka State Anganwadi 
Workers and Helpers Federa-
tion (AITUC), during a press 
meet at Patrika Bhavan in Sind-
hanur.

Kambali said Anganwadi 
workers should be paid Rs. 
15,000 per month and helpers 
Rs. 10,000. He also demanded 
gratuity benefits for workers 
and helpers who retired after 
2011. He objected to forcing 

Anganwadi staff to handle BLO 
duties, saying it affects their 
regular work. Taking action 
against those who refuse this 
duty is unfair, he added.

Leaders said the number of 
children attending Anganwadi 
centres is falling because LKG 

and UKG classes are allowed in 
government  and pr ivate 
schools. They demanded that 
pre-primary classes should in-
stead be started in Anganwadi 
centres. They also asked the 
government to increase the 
amount given for vegetables 

used in preparing nutritious 
meals for children.

Federation leaders demanded 
a hike in dearness allowance, 
which is now Rs. 30, and its 
extension to urban workers. 
They called for timely release 
of funds under Matruvandan 
and Bhagyalakshmi schemes 
and regular rent payment for 
centres in rented buildings.

Other demands include free 
medical treatment, paid leave 
for sick workers, release of 
funds according to rising egg 
prices, relaxation in compas-
sionate appointments, and clear 
guidelines on using Rs. 2,000 
given for centre management. 
Leaders urged the government 
to respond positively.

STAFF SEEK JUSTICE

QUICK READ
Power disruption in 

Karwar due to 
conductor replacement

Quarterly postal 
Adalat scheduled in 

Udupi

Sri Renukacharya 
Jayanti celebration set 

for March 1

KARWAR
The Karwar subdivision 
will carry out conductor 

replacement work on the 
Keravadi feeder, causing a 
power disruption in vari-

ous areas on February 26 
from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

The Assistant Executive 
Engineer (V) of the Works 
and Maintenance Subdivi-

sion has requested con-
sumers to cooperate dur-
ing the scheduled mainte-
nance. Residents are ad-
vised to plan their activi-
ties accordingly and take 

necessary precautions 
during the power outage.

UDUPI
The quarterly Postal Ada-

lat will be conducted at 
the Udupi Superintendent 
of Posts’ office on March 

6. Customers are request-
ed to submit their com-
plaints and suggestions 
to the Superintendent’s 
office by March 3. They 
can also be present on 
the day of the Adalat to 

have their issues ad-
dressed and resolved, ac-
cording to a notification 

from the Superintendent 
of Posts’ office.

KARWAR
Sri Renukacharya Jayanti 
program will be held on 
March 1 at 10 am at the 

Karnataka State Govern-
ment Employees’ Hall, 
M.G. Road, Karwar. The 

event is organized jointly 
by the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, and 
Kannada and Culture De-
partment. Fisheries, Ports, 

and Inland Waterways 
Minister Mankala Vaidya 

will inaugurate, while MLA 
and KS Marketing Com-

munication President 
Satish K. Sail will preside. 

Legislative Council 
Speaker Basavaraj Horat-

ti, MP Vishweshwar 
Hegde Kageri, several 

MLAs and Council mem-
bers will attend.

AFFIDAVIT
I, ALTAF PASHA S/o Abdul Vajid, 

R/at No.1823/1, 7th Cross, 1st 

Floor, Chamundeshwari Badavane, 

Gandhinagar, Tiptur Town, Tumkur 

Dist, Karnatka-572201, do hereby 

may Correct name is Altaf Pasha, 

But in Passport wrongly mentioned 

as Althaf Pasha. Hence request 

Concerned authority to change my 

name from Althaf Pasha to Altaf 

Pasha in Passport. Vide Affidavit 

dated: 17-02-2026. Sworn before 

Notary K.R.UMESH, Tiptur.

PUBLIC NOTICE
As per the instructions of client Manoj.G S/o 
M.Govindaraju, DoddaTumkuru, Madure Hobli, 
Doddaballapura Taluk. A.M Chickeerappa Advocate, 
Chickballapur Town publish this notice as under My 
Client has lost the Original Register Sale deeds 
dated 02- 11-2000 Vide No: 2090/2000-01. 
Registered before Sub registrar, Doddaballapur. 
The original register document was with custody 
of client. While visited to the Doddaballapur town, 
the aforesaid original register sale deed was lost. 
Regarding this accept Police Complaint has also 
given to the concerned Authority. The Complaint 
dated 19-02-2026. The concerned police authority 
have issued the Isot report no. 2070625/2026 in 
case if the document is noticed or traced by any 
person's kindly handover to rural Police Station 
or to my client or to advocate Bangalore rural, 
Doddaballapur, address please call to the phone 
No: 8884974445.

A.M. CHICKKEERAPPA, B.Sc., LL.B.,
ADVOCATE

Srinivasa Nilaya, Opp. Prashanthi Bala Mandira 
Vapasandra, Chikkaballapura-562 101 

Mob: 9845577307
email: amcadvocate@gmail.com

SSLC students reassured 
ahead of exams

Officers adopted govt schools, focused on 52 low-performing schools, tracked 
progress, provided solutions, and trained subject resource teachers for improvement

CHIKKABALLAPURA
 

Students preparing for the up-
coming SSLC exams in Chik-
kaballapura need not worry, 
said Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu. He emphasized that 
regular practice and focused 
preparation in the remaining 
days will help students 
achieve results that reflect 
their hard work.

Speaking at a phone-in pro-
gram organized by the Deputy 
Director of School Education, 
he explained that the district 
administration has already 
implemented several mea-
sures to improve class 10 per-
formance. Special learning 
classes were conducted before 
school, during holidays, and 
even during Dasara vacations. 

Night schools are also being 
run in some areas with paren-
tal support.

To enhance learning, gov-
ernment schools were adopted 
by officers from other depart-
ments, and 52 schools with 
low past performance re-
ceived special attention. Dis-
trict-level officers visited 
these schools, studied their 

needs, and provided solutions 
to improve results. High 
school head teachers’ meet-
ings have been held at both 
district and taluk levels to 
track progress and provide 
feedback. Training sessions 
for subject resource teachers 
from Bengaluru division were 
also conducted. There are 306 
high schools in the district, 

with 15,021 students regis-
tered for the SSLC exam this 
year, including 7,007 govern-
ment, 2,616 aided, and 5,398 
unaided students.

During the “Ask Questions 
and Solve Problems” Google 
Meet session, students clari-
fied doubts on exam prepara-
tion, syllabus, and exam-day 
arrangements. Expert teach-
ers, along with the Deputy 
Commissioner and Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Executive Offi-
cer Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat, guid-
ed students on facing the ex-
ams calmly and confidently.

The district administration 
assured smooth arrangements 
at exam centers, emphasizing 
that consistent effort, not fear, 
is key to success in the SSLC 
exams.

 Vijaya cooperative 
bank opens 70th branch
BIDAR

 
MLC Hanamantha Nirani in-
augurated the 70th branch of 
Vijaya Souharda Credit Coop-
erative here on Wednesday, 
promising continued support 
to farmers, small entrepre-
neurs, and the poor. The 
branch, located near Sai Cloth 
next to Papanasha Gate, is 
part of the Mudhol-based 
Murugesha Rudrappa Nirani 
Employment Group’s efforts 
to strengthen the local econo-
my.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Nirani said the cooperative 
aims to reach 100 branches 
this year, expanding services 
to all taluk centers in Bidar 
district. 

He highlighted the 32-year 
legacy of the Nirani Group, 
which runs 21 companies and 
provides employment to over 
8,000 people. 

Vijaya Souharda Coopera-
tive has a business turnover of 
₹45,000 crore, deposits of 
₹3,200 crore, and loans dis-
bursed worth ₹2,600 crore, 
distributing 23–25% profit to 
its members annually. Presid-
ing over the event, MLA Dr. 

Shailendra Beldale empha-
sized that the computerized 
core banking branch offers 
convenient services with in-
terest rates up to 12.5% and 
advanced payment systems 
including RTGS, NEFT, and 
mobile apps. 

Guests, including former 
Speaker Raghunath Rao 
Malkapure and Humanabad 
MLA Dr. Siddalingappa Patil, 
praised the initiative, calling 
it a gift to the border district 
ahead of Ugadi.

Religious and cultural per-
formances, including devo-
tional songs by Maheshwari 
Panchala, marked the celebra-
tion. Leaders including Shri 
Rajeshwar Shivacharya urged 
the Nirani Group to establish 
a large sugar or other industri-
al units in Bidar, citing oppor-
tunities for local farmers and 
employment generation.

Nirani inaugurated the 
branch, aiming for 100 
branches, highlighting 

the group’s legacy, 
employment, cooperative 

turnover, deposits, and 
loan distribution.

Recalling his NAPAD tenure, he said fertilizer shortages were resolved 
through efforts with ministers and officials, meeting MP G. Kumar Nayak

Cut fertilizer use, protect soil 
health: Jayavanth

RAICHUR
 

Farmers should slowly reduce 
the excessive use of chemical 
fertilizers to protect soil 
health and ensure steady crop 
yields, said Patange Jayavanth 
Rao. He was speaking at an 
authorized dealers’ confer-
ence held at the association 
hall in Raichur.

Jayavanth Rao, president of 
the Raichur Okkalutana Pro-
duction Sales and Processing 
Cooperative Society, stressed 
the need for balanced and en-
vironment-friendly farming 
methods. He said that healthy 
soil is the foundation of good 
farming and long-term pro-
ductivity. Excessive chemi-
cals may give short-term re-
sults but harm the land over 
time, he warned.

Recalling his time as NA-
PAD director, he said farmers 
faced a serious shortage of 
urea and DAP fertilizers early 
last year. Through constant 
efforts with Union ministers 
and officials, enough fertilizer 
was supplied to meet the dis-

trict’s needs. A meeting was 
also held with Raichur-Yadg-
iri MP G. Kumar Nayak and 
agriculture officers to im-
prove stocking. He assured 
farmers that timely fertilizer 
supply would be ensured next 
season as well.

Deputy Registrar M.R. 
Manohar said it is a proud 
moment that Krishak Bharati 
Cooperative Limited has be-
come a leading fertilizer co-
operative in the country. He 
urged farmers to give priority 

to soil testing. Using fertiliz-
ers based on soil quality will 
improve crop health and in-
crease yield, he explained.

Farmers and distributors 
appreciated KRIBHCO prod-
ucts during the event. The 
conference brought together 
company representatives, dis-
tributors, and progressive 
farmers, creating a useful 
platform for discussion and 
better coordination in the dis-
trict’s agricultural develop-
ment efforts.

IN THE COURT OF THE 
SUBORDINATE JUDGE OF 

METTUPALAYAM
HMOP No. 137 OF 2025

Manimekalai, W/o. Suresh,  
D/o. Nagaraj, Coimbatore District.

             ... Petitioner
-Vs-

Suresh, S/o. Jalendran, Santhi 
Nagara, Kalthodi, Near Nirmithi 
Kothram, Indavara Village, 
Chikmangalur, Karnataka - 577-101.

             ... Respondent
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Petitioner has filed the 
above-mentioned HMOP No.137 
of 2025 U/s.13(1)(ia)(ib) in the 
Honourable Subordinate Court of 
Mettupalayam, seeking the remedy 
of divorce from the Respondent. 
The said petition has been posted 
for hearing on 27.03.2026 for the 
appearance of the Respondent. 
Therefore, the Respondent is 
requested to appear before the 
Honourable Subordinate Court of 
Mettupalayam on the said date 
at 10.30 AM, either in person 
or through a legal counsel. It 
is hereby notified that in case 
of failure to appear before the 
Honourable Subordinate Court of 
Mettupalayam on 27.03.2026, 
the said petition will be decided  
ex-parte against the Respondent. 

P. Dinesh Kumar, B.Sc., L.L.B.,
K. Elango, B.A., B.L.,

Advocates,
Mettupalayam, Coimbatore, 

88257 - 97701,
dineshadv611@gmail.com

To place a classified ad  
contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Kalaburagi 
employee jailed 
for bribery case

KALABURAGI
 

A Social Welfare Department 
employee has been sentenced 
to four years in prison and 
fined Rs. 20,000 for accept-
ing a bribe, the Principal 
District and Special Court 
ruled.

The accused, Viresh Badi-
gera, working as an SDA in 
Kalaburagi, was found guilty 
of demanding a bribe of Rs. 
2,000 from Rajashekar Kat-
timani of Mohanraja Educa-
tional Institution. The bribe 
was allegedly requested to 
process and forward an ap-
plication for student scholar-
ships to his superiors.

Following a complaint, the 
Lokayukta (ACB) police 
registered a case under 
Section 7(b) of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 
(PC Act) as Case No. 
05/2020. Police Inspector 
Muhammad Ismail led the 
investigation and submit-

ted a charge sheet 
with evidence to the 
court. During the 
trial, Judge G.L. 
Lakshminarayana 
reviewed the evi-
dence and heard ar-
guments from both 
sides.

Priority on quality jowar in Sindhanur purchase
SINDHANUR

 
A preparatory meeting for the 
upcoming jowar procurement 
was held at the Tahsildar’s of-
fice here on Wednesday, 
chaired by Lingasuguru Assis-
tant Commissioner Basavan-
neppa Kal Shetty. Officials 
were instructed to prioritize 
quality jowar during the pur-
chase process, which is sched-
uled to begin in the first week 
of March.

During the meeting, offi-
cials were directed to address 
transportation and labor issues 
in advance to prevent delays. 
Special attention was to be 
paid to ensure an uninterrupt-

ed supply of gunny bags for 
storing the procured grain. 
Nodal officers and supervisors 
at each procurement center 
were instructed to strictly 
monitor weights and prevent 
any discrepancies.

The Assistant Commission-
er emphasized the need to 
avoid problems that occurred 
during last year’s procurement 
and warned that strict action 
would be taken against anyone 
found negligent. Taluk-level 
officers have been appointed 
as nodal officers to oversee 
smooth operations at every 
center. Tehsildar Arun H. De-
sai reiterated that the jowar 
procurement process must be 

carried out efficiently and 
transparently, ensuring fair 
practices and proper quality 
checks. Farmers and officials 
alike were advised to cooper-
ate fully to achieve a has-
sle-free procurement season.

The meeting reflected the 
administration’s commitment 
to maintaining quality and 
transparency, with a focus on 
learning from previous experi-
ences to prevent any lapses 
this year.

Constitution empowers women, 
says Dr. Lanjwadkar

BIDAR : The Constitution of India greatly benefits women by 
protecting their rights and promoting equality, said Dr. 
Ravindra Lanjwadkar, President of Dasa Sahitya Parishad. He 
spoke at a special lecture on “Aspirations of the Constitution 
in Democracy” held at Government First Grade College, 
Mannali, organized in collaboration with Karnataka Sahitya 
Academy and Chakora Sahitya Vichar Vedike. Dr. 
Lanjwadkar highlighted that the Constitution, while detailed 
and comprehensive, is simple in principle and reflects the 
aspirations of the people. “It ensures every individual the 
right to live with dignity,” he said, emphasizing its 
importance in upholding justice and equality. Dharwad 
lawyer and litterateur Guru Hiremath praised the Indian 
Constitution as one of the most popular in the world and stressed 
the need to create constitutional awareness among children. 
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QUICK READ
Kerala LoP Satheesan 

questions ‘attack’ 
claim by Health Min

3 youths arrested with 
large haul of US dollars 

in Kolkata

Ahmedabad Airport 
holds multi-agency 

mock  drill

Kannur
Leader of the Opposition, 

V.D. Satheesan, on 
Wednesday cast serious 
doubts over the alleged 

attack on Health Minister 
Veena George at Kannur 

railway station by the Ker-
ala Students Union (KSU), 

saying a preliminary en-
quiry by the Congress 

found no evidence of any 
physical assault. Our pre-

liminary probe reveals that 
no protester even reached 
anywhere near the Minis-
ter. There were 35 police 

officials and just four KSU 
workers when she arrived 

at the Kannur railway plat-
form. There would have 

been a protest, but no at-
tack took place, Sathee-

san said.

Kolkata
Three youths possessing 

$450,000 (over Rs 4 
crore) were arrested from 

Kolkata’s Park Street 
area, police said on 

Wednesday. The youths 
were arrested from the 

Park Street police station 
area, police said, adding 
that an investigation has 
been launched. The ar-

rested youths were to be 
produced before a court. 

According to police sourc-
es, the names of the ar-
rested youths are Sayan 
Das, Mohammad Asad, 

and Feroz Khan. All three 
are said to be residents of 
Mumbai. Officers of Park 
Street police station saw 
the three men roaming 
around suspiciously. On 

becoming suspicious, the 
police officers questioned 

them. After that, their 
bags were checked, and 
the US dollars, arranged 
in layers, were recovered.

Ahmedabad
A full-scale mock exercise 
simulating an earthquake 
and its cascading impacts 
was conducted at Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national Airport in Ah-

medabad on Wednesday 
to test emergency re-

sponse systems and in-
ter-agency coordination 
during natural disasters. 
The disaster manage-

ment drill was organised 
by the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA) in coordination 

with the Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI), the Guja-

rat State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (GSD-
MA) and the National Dis-

aster Response Force 
(NDRF) at the Integrated 
Cargo Terminal. The mul-
ti-hazard scenario exer-
cise was designed to as-
sess preparedness levels 
and the effectiveness of 
coordinated action in the 
event of a major seismic 
incident affecting critical 

infrastructure.
Item rate tenders are invited through Kppp.karnataka.gov.in portal only on behalf of Governer of 

Karnataka from Eligible registered civil Contractor in KPWD in Standard Bid document KW-1, 
KW-2 KW-3 & KW-4 form The Total no of works is 3, H/A :- 2059-80- 053-4-00-200 PWD Build-
ing Repair Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs, 7.60 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is Rs, 14.13 
lakhs, The Total no of works is 20, H/A - 2216-07-053-0-01-200 Qutres Repair Works Minimum 
estimated cost is Rs, 2.80 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is Rs, 16.50 lakhs, The Total no of works 
is 1, H/A :- 8443 DC Works maximum estimated cost is Rs, 4.11 lakhs, The Total no of works is 4, 
H/A :- 3054-03-337-0-05-200 SH Maintenance (Road Conductor) Works Minimum estimated 
cost is Rs, 9.50 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is Rs, 13.48 lakhs, The Total no of works is 4, H/A 
:- 3054-04-337-0-01-200 MDR Maintenance (Road Conductor) Works Minimum estimated cost 
is Rs, 6.24 lakhs, maximum estimated cost is Rs, 31.20 lakhs, The Total no of works is 3, H/A :- 5054-
80-190-0-01-132 Kalasanka Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs. 35.00 lakhs, maximum estimat-
ed cost is Rs, 70.00 lakhs, The Total no of works is 2, H/A :- 4059-80-051-0-60-132 CM Infrastruc-
ture Development Projects Capital Expenditures Works Minimum estimated cost is Rs, 150.00 
lakhs, & maximum estimated cost is Rs, 200.00 lakhs, AND The Total no of works is 1, H/A :- 5054-
04-337-0-01- ORF Works maximum estimated cost is Rs, 500.00 lakhs, Further changes in this 
Notification will be published in Kppp.karnataka.gov.in Only. Date of events as follows:

HDFC SECURITIES LIMITED
Regd Office: Office Floor 8, I think Techno Campus Building 

B- Alpha, Kanjurmarg (E), Mumbai-400042. 
(CIN No. U67120MH2000PLC152193) 

Website:  www.hdfcsec.com

Public Notice
This is to inform the public at large, that certain WhatsApp/ Telegram/
Facebook/Instagram and other social networking application 
based groups are wrongfully using the brand name, logo of HDFC 
Securities Limited (HSL) along with the names and pictures of senior 
officials of HSL to deceive the general public into believing that the 
group is associated with HSL. 

Investors and general public are informed through this notice 
that HSL does not have any association and/or relation, directly 
or indirectly with such unauthorized groups in any capacity. HSL 
has identified an imposter named ‘Sunita Agarwal’ who is falsely 
claiming association with HSL and our MD & CEO Mr. Dhiraj Relli 
and operating through a Whatsapp group named ‘[F-163] HDFC 
Securities Limited’ using the numbers 7464987073, 7541015958 
and 8438745345. HSL will not be liable in any manner whatsoever 
of the financial losses and/or consequences of dealing with such 
above mentioned groups. Please note that any person/s dealing 
with such groups will be doing so at their own risk and responsibility.

Mumbai, 
February 25, 2026

TRIPURA CM CALLS FOR 
TIGHTER BORDER VIGIL

Chief Minister urges enhanced coordination  
among forces to curb cross-border crimes.

AGARTHALA
 

Tripura Chief Minister Manik 
Saha on Wednesday emphasised 
the need to further strengthen co-
ordination among various security 
agencies, including the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) and Tripura 
Police, to tighten surveillance 
along the India-Bangladesh border.

Addressing the Police Week 
function at the Manoranjan Deb-
barma Memorial Stadium on the 
outskirts of Agartala, the Chief 
Minister underlined that seam-
less cooperation between the 
BSF and state police is crucial to 
ensuring effective security in 
border villages and preventing 
cross-border crimes. 

Tripura shares an 856-km-long 
international border with Bangla-
desh and is surrounded on three 
sides by the neighbouring coun-
try, making the state particularly 
vulnerable to smuggling, illegal 
infiltration, human trafficking 
and migration-related challenges.

Saha, who also holds the 

Home portfolio, noted that the 
state police force has been work-
ing with distinction in maintain-
ing law and order. He highlight-
ed their role in curbing criminal 
activities, intensifying anti-drug 
operations, preventing road acci-
dents and addressing public safe-
ty concerns across the state. Ex-
pressing confidence in the force, 
he said he firmly believes that 
the Tripura Police will continue 
its journey of excellence with 
dedication, integrity and profes-
sionalism in the years ahead.

On the occasion of Tripura Po-
lice Week 2026, the Chief Min-

ister inspected the ceremonial 
parade and paid homage to brave 
police personnel who laid down 
their lives in the line of duty. He 
acknowledged their courage and 
sacrifice while performing re-
sponsibilities under challenging 
circumstances.

The Chief Minister further 
stated that Tripura has emerged 
as one of the leading states in the 
country in maintaining a stable 
law and order situation. He at-
tributed the improved security 
scenario to coordinated policing 
and enhanced infrastructure de-
velopment within the depart-
ment. According to him, the state 
has witnessed an 8.3 per cent 
reduction in crime rate over the 
past two decades. He added that 
police efforts have been intensi-
fied to modernise infrastructure, 
upgrade surveillance systems and 
strengthen community policing 
initiatives, contributing to greater 
public confidence and a signifi-
cant rise in tourist footfall in re-
cent years.

KEY POINTS
Enhanced border security  

coordination

Crime rate reduced by 8.3%
856-km border with Bangladesh

Focus on curbing cyber  
and drug crimes

Police infrastructure and  
fleet upgraded

‘Law and order collapsed, 
criminals running amok in Bihar’
PATNA

 
Leader of the Opposition (LoP) Tejashwi 
Yadav on Wednesday launched a blistering 
attack on the Nitish Kumar government 
over the deteriorating law and order situa-
tion in Bihar. 

Speaking to reporters outside the Bihar 
Legislative Assembly premises, Tejashwi 
alleged that murders are taking place daily 
across the state and that the government 

has completely lost control over criminals.
Criminals have become completely un-

bridled. Whoever feels like shooting is 
shooting. The people of Bihar are living in 
fear, he said, adding that the government 
has lost all credibility in maintaining law 
and order.

Tejashwi pointed out that despite having 
a Chief Minister and two Deputy Chief 
Ministers, no one is willing to take respon-
sibility for controlling crime.

Hoarding collapse: 
Odisha CM 

announces Rs 4L aid 
for victims’ kin

BHUBANESWAR
 

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi on 
Wednesday announced an ex gratia of Rs 4 lakh 
each for the next of kin of two persons who died 
after an advertising hoarding collapsed on them 
in Bhubaneswar. According to the Chief Minis-
ter's Office (CMO), the Chief Minister expressed 
deep sorrow over the tragic deaths of Tuna Gou-
da and Sachidananda Pradhan, who were killed 
after a hoarding collapsed on them in the Aigin-
ia area of the city. The Chief Minister also an-
nounced financial assistance of Rs 4 lakh each 
from the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund (CMRF) 
for the families of the deceased. As per reports, 
a Nor'wester brought a sudden change in weath-
er conditions, accompanied by intense winds and 
heavy rainfall, which caused widespread disrup-
tion in Bhubaneswar. Due to strong winds, a 
large advertising hoarding installed near the Aig-
inia Durga Mandap collapsed suddenly, killing 
two persons and damaging several nearby shops. 
Local residents present at the spot rescued the 
victims trapped under the hoarding and rushed 
them to Capital Hospital, where doctors declared 
them brought dead. On being informed, police 
and fire services personnel reached the spot and 
cleared the road that had been blocked due to the 
collapsed hoarding. Meanwhile, family members 
and relatives of the deceased staged a protest on 
Wednesday by blocking the National Highway 
at Aiginia, expressing anger over the incident 
and demanding justice. 

The protest disrupted normal traffic movement 
and caused inconvenience to commuters travel-
ling along the busy route. The blockade was lat-
er lifted after senior police officials and local 
administration representatives reached the spot 
and held discussions with the aggrieved families.

The authorities assured the families of all nec-
essary assistance and administrative support. 
Following these assurances, the protesting fam-
ilies agreed to withdraw the blockade, restoring 
normal traffic movement in the area.

‘Renaming of MGNREGA an attempt 
to weaken social security provisions’
CHANDIGARH

 
The Indian National Con-
gress in Haryana on 
Wednesday staged a pro-
test against the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment, alleging attempts 
to rename and dilute the 
Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA). The party accused 
the government of weak-
ening social security pro-
tections meant for the 
poorest and most vulnera-
ble sections of society.

Senior leaders, includ-
ing party in-charge B. K. 
Hariprasad, former Chief 

Minister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda, state president 
Rao Narender Singh, and 
MP Deepender Singh 
Hooda, joined workers 
and supporters in a march 
from the Congress office 
towards the Assembly. 
Police stopped the proces-
sion midway and detained 
several leaders as protest-
ers raised slogans, waved 

placards, and accused the 
government of adopting 
dictatorial measures to un-
dermine the scheme.

Address ing  par ty 
workers, Hooda alleged 
that the BJP has weak-
ened the rights of Dalits, 
backward classes, eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tions, and rural communi-
ties. Citing a parliamenta-
ry reply, he claimed that 
although over 8 lakh 
workers are registered 
under MGNREGA in 
Haryana, only 2,100 fam-
ilies received 100 days of 
work in 2024–25, with no 
compensation provided 
as mandated.
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Jamaat chief backs Priyanka on Gaza remarks
BAREILLY

 
All India Muslim Jamaat 
(AIMJ) president Maulana 
Shahabuddin Razvi Barelvi 
has expressed support for 
Congress General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra for 
raising the Gaza-Palestine is-
sue, while also cautioning 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over his meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu amid allega-
tions of corruption and ongo-
ing legal proceedings.

Maulana Razvi said that 
Priyanka Gandhi handled the 
Gaza issue appropriately and 

spoke in favour of justice. 
He stated that she has con-

sistently stood with the op-
pressed, particularly the peo-
ple of Gaza, and has raised 

her voice in support of Pales-
tinian rights on multiple occa-
sions. 

According to him, her posi-
tion reflects a humanitarian 
concern for those affected by 
the ongoing conflict.

At the same time, Razvi 
clarified that he would not de-
scribe Prime Minister Modi as 
anti-Muslim, noting that the 
Prime Minister maintains cor-
dial relations with Arab na-
tions, Muslim-majority coun-
tries and Indian Muslims. 
However, he argued that giv-
en the prevailing global cir-
cumstances, the Prime Minis-
ter should have avoided meet-

ing Netanyahu. He referred to 
allegations of corruption 
against the Israeli leader and 
ongoing cases in Israel’s Su-
preme Court, as well as inter-
national legal scrutiny, stating 
that such developments war-
ranted caution.

Razvi further alleged that 
Israel has consistently acted 
against Muslim countries and 
has carried out repeated at-
tacks on Palestinian Muslims, 
which, he said, has led to 
widespread opposition among 
Muslims worldwide, includ-
ing in Arab nations. He also 
pointed to rising tensions be-
tween the United States and 

Iran, suggesting that the 
broader geopolitical climate 
calls for diplomatic sensitivi-
ty.

Highlighting Priyanka 
Gandhi’s past actions, Razvi 
said she has repeatedly ex-
pressed solidarity with Gaza, 
including raising the matter in 
Parliament and displaying 
symbols associated with Pal-
estine to underline her sup-
port. 

The remarks come amid 
continuing debate in India 
over foreign policy positions 
related to the Israel-Palestine 
conflict and the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza.

‘ABSOLUTELY CORRECT’ 

QUICK READ
4 held for IDFC First 

Bank fraud involving 
govt departments

BMC unveils Rs 4,248 
crore education budget 

for 2026-27

Jindal Global Law 
School hosts LSGL 

Deans’ Meeting 2026

CHANDIGARH
Haryana Director General 

of Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau, Arshinder Singh 

Chawla, on Wednesday 
said four accused were 

arrested in the IDFC First 
Bank fraud case involving 
government departments 
as the money was trans-

ferred to the Swastik 
Desh project, a private 
firm owned by some of 
the accused. They have 

been identified as Ribhav 
Rishi, Abhishek Singla, 

Abhay Kumar and Swati 
Singla. A letter was re-

ceived on February 23 re-
garding embezzlement of 

Panchayat Department 
funds, and a case was 

registered following gov-
ernment orders, he told 
the media in Panchkula, 

in Haryana.

MUMBAI
The Brihanmumbai Mu-

nicipal Corporation 
(BMC) on Wednesday 

presented its education 
budget for the financial 

year 2026-27, proposing a 
total outlay of Rs 

4,248.08 crore, an in-
crease over the 2025-26 
budget of Rs 3,674 crore. 
The budget, presented by 

Additional Municipal 
Commissioner (Eastern 

Suburbs) Dr Avinash 
Dhakne, marks a historic 
return to democratic pro-
cesses, being the first in 
four years presented be-
fore an elected general 

body of corporators rather 
than an administrator. 

The budget is divided into 
two primary streams to 

balance daily operations 
with long-term infrastruc-

ture. The total outlay is 
Rs 4,248.08 crore for 

overall education sector 
funding.

SONIPAT
The Jindal Global Law 

School (JGLS) of O.P. Jin-
dal Global University 

(JGU) hosted the four-
day prestigious Law 

Schools Global League 
(LSGL) Deans’ Meeting 
and Academic Confer-

ence recently. The 2026 
conference was organised 

around the theme Law 
and the Digital Future: 

Reimagining Global Legal 
Education, reflecting the 
profound and accelerat-
ing impact of artificial in-

telligence and digital 
technologies on legal sys-
tems, legal practice, and 
the foundations of legal 
pedagogy worldwide. It 

brought together 40 
Deans and senior aca-

demics from 24 leading 
universities and law 

schools across the world, 
reaffirming JGLS’s role as 
a global convenor of legal 
scholarship, institutional 

leadership, and trans-
formative dialogue on the 

future of law.

Delhi CM assures action over 
‘racial abuse’ of Arunachal women

She asserted that any misconduct against people from the Northeast 
residing in the national capital will not be tolerated

NEW DELHI
 

The alleged racial harassment 
o f  th ree  women  f rom 
Arunachal Pradesh in South 
Delhi’s Malviya Nagar has 
sparked outrage, prompting 
swift action from authorities 
and a strong response from 
the Delhi government. 

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Wednesday took 
cognisance of the incident and 
asserted that any misconduct 
against people from the 
Northeast residing in the na-
tional capital will not be tol-
erated.

The case pertains to an al-
tercation that reportedly took 
place on February 20 in the 
Malviya Nagar area. The 
three women, who were liv-
ing in a rented accommoda-

tion, were allegedly subjected 
to racial slurs, humiliation 
and intimidation by their 
neighbours, identified as 
Harsh Singh and Ruby Jain. 
According to reports, the con-
frontation arose following a 
dispute over repair work at 
the women’s residence. 
During the argument, the ac-
cused allegedly used deroga-
tory language and referred to 
the women as dhandhewali 
(sex worker), causing dis-
tress and outrage.

Acting on the com-
plaint, Delhi Po-
lice arrested 
the accused 
couple five 
days after 
the al-
l e g e d 
i n c i -

dent. Officials confirmed that 
relevant provisions of the 
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act have been in-
voked based on the material 
available on record.

In a video message posted 
on X, the Chief Minister said 
the matter had come to her 

attention after sever-
a l  i n f l u e n c e r s 
tagged her in posts 
highlighting the in-
cident. She stated 
that she would soon 

meet the affected 
women and 

extend her 
support. 

E m -
p h a -
s i s -
i n g 

inclusivity, Gupta said that 
residents from all parts of the 
country, including the North-
east, enjoy equal rights in 
Delhi and contribute signifi-
cantly to the city’s growth and 
vibrancy.

Reiterating her govern-
ment’s firm stance, she as-
sured that those responsible 
would face severe punish-
ment. She also expressed her 
intent to engage with mem-
bers of the Northeast commu-
nity in Delhi to understand 
their concerns and explore 
policy measures, if required. 
Meanwhile, officials said the 
investigation is being con-
ducted by an ACP-rank offi-
cer and is under close super-
vision of senior authorities, 
with further inquiries current-
ly underway.

Maha tops in 
National Suposhit GP 

Abhiyaan rankings
MUMBAI

 
Maharashtra has emerged as 
the top-performing state in the 
national ‘Suposhit Gram Pan-
chayat Abhiyaan’, with 192 
Gram Panchayats securing 
positions among the top 1,000 
performing Panchayats across 
the country. 

Announcing the achieve-
ment on Wednesday, Maha-
rashtra Minister of Women 
and Child Welfare Aditi Tat-
kare described it as a mile-
stone reflecting the state’s 
strong commitment to im-
proving nutrition outcomes at 
the grassroots level.

The Suposhit Gram Pan-
chayat Abhiyaan is a nation-
wide initiative aimed at 
strengthening nutritional indi-
cators by converging the ef-
forts of Integrated Child De-
velopment Services (ICDS), 
health departments, local 
self-governments and com-
munity stakeholders. The 
campaign focuses on reducing 
malnutrition, improving ma-
ternal and child health, 
strengthening Anganwadi ser-
vices and ensuring last-mile 
delivery of nutrition interven-
tions.

According to Minister Tat-
kare, Maharashtra’s success is 
the result of coordinated ac-
tion, robust monitoring mech-
anisms and active community 
participation. She credited the 
dedicated work of ICDS offi-
cers, supervisors, Anganwadi 
workers and frontline func-
tionaries across districts for 
achieving the distinction. Fo-
cused interventions under 
POSHAN Abhiyaan, strength-

ened growth monitoring, be-
havioural change communica-
tion and targeted outreach to 
vulnerable beneficiaries have 
played a pivotal role in driv-
ing measurable progress.

The minister congratulated 
officers and field staff for 
their sustained efforts and re-
iterated the government’s re-
solve to build a ‘Suposhit 
Maharashtra’ through contin-
ued policy support, innova-
tion and accountability. She 
noted that the achievement 
not only establishes a national 
benchmark but also serves as 
motivation to intensify nutri-
tion-focused initiatives across 
the state.

Officials from the depart-
ment highlighted that the 
Abhiyaan acts as a catalyst 
for sustainable change by en-
couraging innovative and 
community-driven approach-
es to tackle malnutrition. Key 
interventions include the use 
of millets in Hot Cooked 
Meals (HCM) and Take 
Home Ration (THR), devel-
opment of Poshan Vatikas or 
nutri-gardens in Anganwadi 
Centres, and promoting diet 
diversity through locally 
available food.

Best practices emerging 
from Anganwadi Centres are 
regularly documented and 
disseminated for wider adop-
tion, ensuring that successful 
models are replicated across 
districts. With the highest rep-
resentation in the national 
rankings, Maharashtra has 
reinforced its leadership in 
advancing grassroots nutrition 
reforms and community-led 
development.

What made Maharashtra tops
n 192 Panchayats in top 1000

n �Highest state 
representation

n �Focus on  
reducing  
malnutrition

n �Community- 
driven nutrition 
initiatives

Maharashtra forms task force to 
study digital addiction

MUMBAI
 

Amid growing concerns over 
the adverse effects of exces-
sive screen time and social 
media usage among children, 
the Maharashtra government 
on Wednesday announced the 
formation of an expert Task 
Force to examine digital ad-
diction and recommend 
corrective measures. 
State  Information 
Technology Minister 
Ashish Shelar in-
formed the Legislative 
Council that a compre-
hensive report will be 
submitted before the com-
mencement of the next As-
sembly session.

The announcement fol-
lowed a Calling Attention 
motion raised by MLCs 
Niranjan Davkhare and San-
jay Kenekar, who flagged the 
increasing risks associated 
with social media addiction 

among minors and youth. 
Several other legislators, in-
cluding Pravin Darekar, Chi-
tra Wagh, Bhai Jagtap and 
Uma Khapre, participated in 
the discussion. They sought 
clarity on whether the govern-
ment intends to introduce age 
limits for gaming applications 
and social media platforms, 

and whether restrictions 
would be imposed on 
digital advertise-
ments specifically 
targeting children.

Minister Shelar 
stated that written di-

rectives were issued on 
February 2, 2026, to Viren-

dra Singh, Principal Secretary 
of the IT Department, in-
structing him to constitute the 
Task Force. The panel will 
comprise educationists, psy-
chiatrists, child counsellors, 
technology experts, manage-
ment consultants, doctors, 
legal experts and senior gov-

ernment officials to ensure a 
multidisciplinary approach.

Highlighting the scale of 
the issue, Shelar noted that 
Maharashtra has nearly four 
crore children below the age 
of 18, with around three crore 
under the age of 15. He de-
scribed their mental and phys-
ical well-being as a matter of 
serious public importance, 
underscoring the urgency of 
policy intervention.

The minister further an-
nounced that a committee 
comprising members from 
both Houses of the legislature 
would also be formed to de-
liberate on the findings and 
policy recommendations.

According to the mandate 
outlined by the government, 
the Task Force will conduct 
an in-depth study covering 
child protection and digital 
safety, the impact of digital 
exposure on mental health 
and education.

Prez Murmu hails AYUSH 
medicine’s role in health

NEW DELHI
 

Ayush systems offer not 
merely treatment but a com-
prehensive lifestyle frame-
work based on balanced diet, 
daily and seasonal regimens, 
yoga, meditation and natural 
therapies, President Droupadi 
Murmu said on Wednesday. 

She noted that the world in-
creasingly recognises that true 
wellness requires harmony 
between body and mind.

Preventive and holistic 
healthcare is essential for re-
ducing disease burden and 
promoting long-term wellbe-
ing, President Murmu while 
inaugurating the ‘National 
Arogya Fair 2026’ at Shegaon 
in Buldhana district, Maha-
rashtra, organised by the Min-
istry of Ayush in collaboration 
with the All India Ayurvedic 
Congress.

She  emphas ised  tha t 
Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa 
and Homoeopathy have made 
invaluable contributions in 
preventive, promotive and cu-
rative healthcare and continue 
to guide society towards bal-
anced living.

President Murmu further 
highlighted that India pos-
sesses a rich heritage of me-
dicinal plants and traditional 
knowledge.

Stressing the importance of 
conservation and scientific 
cultivation of medicinal 
plants, she said that strength-

ening the raw material base 
would support sustainable 
healthcare, enhance farmers’ 
incomes and protect the envi-
ronment. She called for col-
lective efforts to advance 
Ayush systems and build a 
'Healthy and Empowered In-
dia'. Maharashtra Governor 
Acharya Devvrat described 
Ayurveda as a timeless scien-
tific tradition established by 
India’s ancient Rishis, whom 
he referred to as the earliest 
research scholars.

He emphasised that the hu-
man body, composed of the 
five elements, can be healed 
best through alignment with 
nature and that preventive 
healthcare is superior to cura-
tive approaches.

India’s traditional systems 
are deeply scientific and root-
ed in centuries of experiential 
knowledge.

Devvrat urged practitioners 
to uphold authenticity, ensure 
quality in medicines and 
maintain unwavering faith in 
their own disciplines. He con-
gratulated the Ministry of 
Ayush for strengthening In-
dia’s traditional knowledge 
systems at national and global 
levels.

According to Ayush Minis-
ter Prataprao Jadhav, this 
grand congregation brings to-
gether policymakers, re-
searchers, academicians, in-
dustry representatives, farm-
ers and practitioners on one 
common platform.

Urban 
administration 
not given free 
hand: MP LoP

BHOPAL
 

Leader of Opposition in the 
Madhya Pradesh Assembly, 
Umang Singhar, on Wednes-
day alleged that several key 
urban master plans in the state 
have been deliberately de-
layed, accusing the govern-
ment of administrative paral-
ysis and internal tussle. 

Targeting the Mohan Yadav 
government, Singhar ques-
tioned why master plans for 
major cities such as Indore, 
Bhopal and Gwalior have not 
been implemented.

Why have these master 
plans been delayed? Why 
does the Chief Minister not 
want them implemented? 
Residents of Indore and Bho-
pal are facing difficulties due 
to this prolonged delay, he 
said. He was speaking to re-
porters on the eighth day of 
the ongoing Budget Session 
of the Assembly.

Singhar further alleged that 
an internal tussle between the 
Chief Minister and Urban Af-
fairs Minister Kailash Vijay-
vargiya has stalled the ap-
proval process.

Urban administration is not 
being given a free hand, nor 
are concrete decisions being 
taken. As a result, master 
plans for major cities have re-
mained pending for nearly a 
year and a half, he claimed.

The Congress leader said 
that while master plans for 
cities like Indore and Bhopal 
have not been cleared for 
nearly two years, illegal colo-
nies continue to mushroom 
unchecked. The differences 
between the Chief Minister 
and the Urban Affairs Minis-
ter have become evident even 
inside the Assembly. Either 
ministers should be given full 
authority to function or they 
should resign.

IEDs, Chinese grenades, pistol 
recovered in J&K’s Poonch 

JAMMU
 

The joint security forces on 
Wednesday recovered Im-
provised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs), arms and ammuni-
tion in the forests of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pooch dis-
trict. Nagrota-headquartered 
White Knight Corps of the 
Army said in a post on X 
that, based on intelligence 
inputs, a joint operation was 
launched in the Gani forest 
area of Poonch, where 
weapons were found in a 
cave.

The action was taken un-
der the code name Opera-
tion Gani. Based on syner-
gised intelligence inputs 
from own sources and @
JmuKmrPolice, a Joint Op-
eration was launched by the 
troops of White Knight 
Corps and SOG Poonch in 
the Gani Forest area of 
Poonch. Displaying preci-
sion in coordination, the 

detailed search led to recov-
ery of a terrorist cache con-
cealed beneath a natural 
cave, the post read.

The Army said that one 
big IED weighing 4.5 kg, 
one small IED of 800 gm, 
two Chinese grenades, one 
9 mm pistol, two 9 mm 
rounds and twenty-two 7.62 
mm rounds were recovered 
from the site.

The IEDs and grenades 
were destroyed in situ by 
the Bomb Disposal Team, 
ensuring the safety of civil-
ians and troops.

The hunt continues....We 
Serve, We Protect! the 
Army concluded in the X 
post. The police said a case 

has been registered in this 
connection at the Mendhar 
Police Station.

This comes after the joint 
security forces successfully 
eliminated three Paki-
stan-supported terrorists in 
the forest area of Kishtwar 
district under Operation 
TRASHI-I

The J&K Police and other 
security forces carry out an-
ti-terrorist operations in the 
hinterland, while the Army 
and the Border Security 
Force (BSF) guard the Line 
of Control (LoC) and the 
international border (IB) 
respectively.

Jammu and Kashmir has 
a 740 km-long LoC and a 
240 km-long IB. 

The LoC is situated in 
Kupwara, Bandipora and 
Baramulla districts of the 
Valley and in Poonch, 
Rajouri and partly in 
Jammu district of the 
Jammu region. 
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QUICK READ
PTI approaches SC for 
Imran’s treatment at 

hospital of choice

‘Special and exciting’: 
Indian diaspora on PM 

Modi’s Israel visit

China’s EV boom loses 
speed as weak demand 

and rising costs

Islamabad
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) party on 
Wednesday filed a peti-
tion in the country’s Su-
preme Court requesting 

the medical treatment of 
former Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan at a hospital of 

his choice and permission 
for consulting his person-
al physicians, local media 
reported. PTI lawyer Sar-
dar Latif Khosa filed the 
application in Supreme 
Court after PTI founder 

Imran Khan was taken to 
hospital for a follow-up 

treatment for his eye ail-
ment. The application 
was filed on behalf of 

Khan and Islamabad dis-
trict election commission-
er has been named as the 
respondent, as it invoked 

the Toshakhana case.

Jerusalem
Members of the Indian di-

aspora in Israel on 
Wednesday expressed 
excitement over Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit, describing it as a 
‘very special day’ for 

them and a moment of 
pride for Indians world-
wide. Speaking to IANS, 
several members of the 

Indian community 
shared their enthusiasm 
about the Prime Minis-

ter’s arrival and his 
meeting with Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. One mem-

ber of the diaspora said, I 
have been living in Israel 

for 12 years. In 2017, 
when PM Narendra Modi 

visited Israel, we met 
him in Parliament. To-
day, we are very excited 

once again. 

New Delhi
The long-term profit out-

look for many Chinese 
electric vehicle makers is 
coming under pressure 
as weak consumer de-
mand and rising costs 
begin to bite, a report 

has said. Investors are in-
creasingly questioning 

whether the rapid 
growth seen over the 
past few years can be 
sustained in a market 

that now looks crowded 
and more expensive to 

operate in. Sales figures 
toward the end of 2025 
highlighted the problem. 
Overall EV sales failed to 
break out of a prolonged 

slowdown in China, the 
world’s largest electric ve-

hicle market. 

Germany’s Merz seeks closer ties with China
BEIJING

 
China and Germany signaled 
their intent to deepen bilateral 
cooperation as German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz met Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang in Bei-
jing on Wednesday. 

The visit marks a significant 
diplomatic effort by Berlin to 
recalibrate relations with its 
largest trading partner amid a 
widening trade imbalance that 
has increasingly disadvantaged 
German industries.

Opening his visit in the Chi-
nese capital, Merz stressed 
that Germany places great im-

portance on maintaining and 
expanding its extensive eco-
nomic exchanges with China. 
However, he underscored that 

future cooperation must be 
based on fairness, transparen-
cy, and open dialogue. We 
have very specific concerns 

regarding our cooperation, 
which we want to improve and 
make fair, Merz said, high-
lighting the delicate balancing 
act he faces in redefining eco-
nomic ties that have grown 
more complex in recent years.

China has been Germany’s 
largest trading partner, but the 
relationship has come under 
scrutiny in Berlin due to mount-
ing trade deficits and concerns 
about market access for German 
firms. German policymakers are 
increasingly wary of dependen-
cy risks, particularly in strategic 
sectors such as automotive man-
ufacturing, advanced technolo-

gy, and renewable energy sup-
ply chains.

For his part, Li called for 
stronger collaboration to safe-
guard multilateralism and de-
fend free trade. His remarks 
were widely interpreted as an 
indirect reference to U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump and the 
trade war policies that have 
disrupted global supply chains 
and unsettled international 
markets. Li emphasized that 
China and Germany, as two of 
the world’s largest economies, 
carry a shared responsibility to 
promote stability in global 
governance.

GREATER COLLAB FOR GROWTH

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Google shuts down global 
Chinese-linked hacking network

Tech giant says cyber espionage targeted governments and telecom firms worldwide
WASHINGTON

 
Google has dismantled a so-
phisticated Chinese-linked 
hacking operation that infil-
trated at least 53 organiza-
tions across 42 countries, ac-
cording to an announcement 
made by the company on 
Wednesday. The tech major 
revealed that the cyber espio-
nage campaign had been ac-
tive for several years and pri-
marily focused on govern-
ment institutions and telecom-
munications providers.

The hacking group, tracked 
by Google under the code-
name UNC2814 and also 
known as Gallium, has report-
edly maintained a nearly de-
cade-long history of conduct-
ing cyber intrusions. Accord-
ing to findings shared by 
Google’s Threat Intelligence 
Group, the operation repre-
sented a far-reaching surveil-
lance network designed to 
gather sensitive data from 
high-value targets across mul-

tiple regions.
John Hultquist, chief analyst 

with Google Threat Intelli-
gence Group, described the 
campaign as extensive and 
strategically coordinated. This 
was a vast surveillance appa-
ratus used to spy on people 
and organizations throughout 
the world, he stated. The group 
allegedly leveraged advanced 
techniques to gain unautho-
rized access to networks, 
maintain persistence, and ex-
tract confidential information 
without immediate detection.

Google said the affected or-
ganizations were spread across 
Asia, Europe, North America, 
and parts of Africa, highlight-
ing the global scope of the cy-
ber campaign. Telecommunica-
tions companies were among 
the primary targets, raising 
concerns about potential access 
to communication records and 
metadata. Government entities 
were also impacted, suggesting 
that sensitive political and stra-
tegic information may have 
been at risk.

The company did not dis-

close specific details about how 
it disrupted the hacking infra-
structure but confirmed that 
protective measures had been 
implemented to block mali-
cious activity and secure com-
promised systems. Google also 
indicated it is working closely 
with impacted organizations 
and international cybersecurity 
partners to mitigate further 
risks.

Cybersecurity experts note 
that state-linked cyber espio-
nage campaigns have grown 
increasingly sophisticated in 
recent years, often targeting 
critical infrastructure and pub-
lic institutions. The disruption 
of this network marks a signif-
icant step in countering global 
cyber threats, but analysts warn 
that similar operations are like-
ly ongoing.

Google emphasized the im-
portance of continued vigi-
lance, collaboration, and invest-
ment in cybersecurity defenses 
to combat evolving digital 
threats worldwide.

Trump touts ‘golden 
age’ in State of the 

Union Address
WASHINGTON

 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
declared that he had ushered in 
a golden age of America 
during his State of the Union 
address, projecting confidence 
and accomplishment even as 
opinion polls show declining 
approval ratings and mounting 
public dissatisfaction. 

Speaking before a sharply 
divided Congress, Trump 
sought to frame his adminis-
tration as a historic success 
story at a politically sensitive 
moment ahead of November’s 
midterm elections.

Responding to concerns 
from Republican lawmakers 
anxious about potentially los-
ing their congressional major-
ity, Trump devoted much of 
the first hour of his nationally 
televised speech to economic 
achievements. He asserted 
that his administration had 
successfully slowed inflation, 
propelled the stock market to 
record highs, enacted sweep-
ing tax cuts, and reduced pre-
scription drug prices. The 
president argued that these 
measures demonstrated a 
strong and resilient economy 
under his leadership.

Our nation is back — big-
ger, better, richer and stronger 
than ever before, Trump pro-
claimed to loud chants of 
USA, USA from Republican 
members of Congress. The 
atmosphere inside the cham-
ber, however, reflected the 
country’s political divide. 
Dozens of Democratic law-
makers were absent, many 
choosing instead to attend an-
ti-Trump rallies held outside 
the venue.

Despite the president’s op-
timistic tone, it remains un-
certain whether his message 
will resonate with voters 
grappling with high living 
costs. While Trump blamed 
his Democratic predecessor, 
Joe Biden, for persistent 
price pressures, several re-
cent opinion polls suggest 
that many Americans hold 
the current administration ac-
countable for not doing 
enough to ease affordability 
concerns. The rising cost of 
housing, groceries,  and 
healthcare continues to 
weigh heavily on households 
across the country.

Political analysts note that 
midterm elections often serve 
as a referendum on the sitting 
president’s performance. With 
voter frustration simmering, 
Republicans face a challeng-
ing electoral landscape. 
Trump’s address appeared 
carefully crafted to reassure 
both his party and the broader 
electorate that economic sta-
bility and growth remain cen-
tral priorities.

‘My fellow Americans, 
our nation is back bigger, 

better, richer and 
stronger than ever 

before,” he said 

Proposal to reduce SRG license fee sparks debate over 
media independence and political bias.

Switzerland votes on 
broadcaster funding cut
ZURICH

 
Voters in Switzerland will 
head to the polls next month 
to decide whether to signifi-
cantly reduce funding for the 
country’s public broadcaster, 
SRG SSR. Supporters argue 
the move will ease financial 
pressure on households, while 
critics warn it reflects a broad-
er trend of political attacks on 
public media institutions 
across Europe.

The proposal seeks to lower 
the mandatory annual broad-
casting fee from 335 Swiss 
francs to 200 francs. Current-
ly, residents are required to 
pay the levy to fund SRG’s 
television, radio, and digital 
services. Backers of the mea-
sure, including members of 
the right-wing Swiss People's 
Party (SVP), say the reduction 
would provide modest but 
meaningful savings for fami-
lies and better reflect changing 
media consumption habits.

Advocates of the cut argue 
that younger generations in-
creasingly rely on social me-
dia platforms and streaming 
services rather than traditional 
television or radio broadcasts. 
They contend that forcing cit-

izens to pay a high fee for ser-
vices they rarely use is outdat-
ed in the digital era. Thomas 
Matter, an SVP lawmaker, 
claimed that SRG's journalis-
tic work has a political bias, a 
bias to the left, echoing criti-
cisms frequently directed at 
public broadcasters by conser-
vative groups elsewhere in 
Europe.

Opponents, however, view 
the referendum as part of a 
wider pattern of pressure on 
publicly funded media from 
right-leaning political move-
ments. They argue that nation-
al broadcasters serve as inde-
pendent institutions capable of 
holding governments and 
powerful interests account-
able. Reducing funding, they 

warn, could weaken journalis-
tic capacity and undermine 
media pluralism in a country 
known for its strong demo-
cratic traditions. SRG has 
firmly rejected accusations of 
bias, stating that it adheres to 
strict editorial standards de-
signed to ensure balanced re-
porting. The broadcaster has 
also pointed to research from 
the University of Zurich, 
which concluded that its news 
coverage does not systemati-
cally lean left or right. The 
outcome of the vote could 
have implications beyond 
Switzerland, as public broad-
casters across Europe grapple 
with shrinking audiences, ris-
ing competition, and intensi-
fying political scrutiny.

Hungary Opposition Tisza 
widens lead over Fidesz

BUDAPEST
 

Hungary’s centre-right opposi-
tion Tisza Party has signifi-
cantly widened its lead over 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s 
ruling Fidesz, according to a 
closely watched opinion poll 
released on Wednesday. 

The findings come weeks 
before the April 12 parliamen-
tary election, in which Orban 
is seeking to extend his 16-
year tenure in power.

The survey, conducted by 
respected pollster Median and 
published by Hungarian news 
outlet hvg.hu, indicates a dra-
matic shift in voter sentiment. 
Among decided voters, Tisza 
has opened a 20-percent-
age-point lead over Fidesz, a 
sharp increase from the 12-point 
advantage recorded in January. 
The data suggests growing mo-
mentum for the opposition at a 
pivotal moment in Hungary’s 
political landscape.

Tisza, led by former govern-

ment insider Peter Magyar, has 
gained traction despite being 
launched only in 2024. The 
party now commands the sup-
port of 55% of decided vot-
ers, up from 51% a month 
earlier. In contrast, support 
for Fidesz has declined to 
35%, down from 39% in Jan-
uary, reflecting mounting 
challenges for Orban’s ad-
ministration.

Orban, a nationalist leader 
known for his conservative 
policies and clashes with the 
European Union, is facing his 
strongest electoral challenge in 
more than a decade. The up-
coming vote is widely viewed 
as a defining moment not only 
for Hungary but also for the 
broader trajectory of far-right 
political movements across Eu-
rope. Analysts say the result 
could reshape Hungary’s do-
mestic policies and its relation-
ship with EU institutions.

The poll results come de-
spite a series of government 
measures aimed at winning 
over voters, including eco-
nomic initiatives and social 
spending promises following 
three years of economic stag-
nation. Rising living costs 
and sluggish growth have fu-
eled dissatisfaction among 
segments of the electorate, 
providing an opening for the 
opposition.

As campaigning intensifies 
ahead of the April 12 elec-
tion, both parties are expected 
to sharpen their messaging.

Ukrainian negotiators are set to meet with US team
KYIV

 
Ukrainian negotiators are set 
to meet U.S. officials on 
Thursday to advance discus-
sions on post-war reconstruc-
tion, including a proposed 
prosperity package aimed at 
rebuilding the war-torn coun-
try, President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy said on Wednesday. 

The meeting marks a signifi-
cant step in broader diplomatic 
efforts to stabilize Ukraine as 
the conflict enters its fifth year.

According to Zelenskiy, the 
talks will begin as a bilateral 

meeting between Ukrainian 
and American representatives 
before potentially expanding 
into a trilateral framework that 
would include Russia. Kyiv 
hopes such a three-way meet-
ing could take place in early 
March, signaling cautious mo-
mentum in diplomatic engage-
ment aimed at ending the war.

The Ukrainian delegation 
wil l  be led by Rustem 
Umerov, secretary of the Na-
tional Security and Defence 
Council and head of the coun-
try’s negotiating team. He is 
scheduled to meet in Geneva 

with US special envoy Steve 
Witkoff and Jared Kushner, 
the son-in-law of Trump.

First, it will be a bilateral 
meeting. The first question is 
the prosperity package, which 
is the package for Ukraine's 
recovery, and they will discuss 
the details, he said. 

The proposed recovery 
framework is expected to out-
line financial assistance, infra-
structure rebuilding plans, and 
economic revitalization initia-
tives designed to restore 
growth and stability after 
years of destruction, he added.

Kushner’s 
Unorthodox 
diplomacy 

rattles Paris
PARIS

 
The appointment of Charles 
Kushner as U.S. ambassador 
to France has stirred contro-
versy in Paris, where diplo-
matic tradition and protocol 
remain deeply ingrained. 

Since arriving last summer 
as President Donald Trump’s 
top emissary, Kushner has de-
fied expectations, drawing 
criticism for his blunt style 
and disregard for established 
diplomatic customs.

Unlike many of his prede-
cessors, Kushner has shown 
little interest in adopting the 
cultural norms of his host 
country. He has reportedly 
made no effort to learn French 
and has paid scant attention to 
the formalities of Parisian bu-
reaucracy. 

His approach has unsettled 
officials in a nation long con-
sidered the birthplace of mod-
ern diplomacy, where the role 
of ambassador traditionally 
carries both symbolic and 
strategic weight.

Kushner’s selection for a 
post once held by figures such 
as Benjamin Franklin and 
Thomas Jefferson raised eye-
brows from the outset. 

A real estate magnate with 
no prior diplomatic experi-
ence, he previously served a 
federal prison sentence for 
illegal campaign contributions 
and tax evasion before being 
pardoned by Trump in 2020. 
His family ties have also 
drawn attention; his son Jared 
Kushner  is  marr ied to 
Trump’s daughter Ivanka.
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CHENNAI

Former India head coach Ravi 
Shastri believes the team’s 
heavy defeat to South Africa 
national cricket team in the 
Super 8 stage could prove to 
be a blessing in disguise, urg-
ing the defending champions 
to reassess their team compo-
sition ahead of the business 
end of the ICC Men's T20 
World Cup.

India slumped to a 76-run 
loss in Ahmedabad on Sun-
day, their first defeat after 12 
consecutive victories across 
the last two editions of the 
tournament. The setback has 
put added pressure on the side 
ahead of their must-win clash 
against Zimbabwe in Chen-
nai.

“You win 12 matches on 
the trot, there’s bound to be 
an off day. And I’m glad it 
has come early. It might just 
be the shakeup India needed,” 
Shastri said on The ICC Re-
view. He added that the loss 
should prompt the team man-
agement to rethink strategy 
and combinations.

Shastri emphasised the im-
portance of fielding an extra 
spinner in spin-friendly Indi-

an conditions. He 
backed the return of 
vice-captain Axar Pa-
tel, who was left out 
in favour of Washing-
ton Sundar against the 
Proteas.

“They have to bring 
him back. You need 
that experience. I 
would say play 
b o t h .  G i v e 
yourself that 
e x t r a  o p -
tion,” Shas-
t r i  s a i d , 
p o i n t i n g 
out that re-
ly ing  on 
l i m i t e d 
bowling op-
tions could 
prove costly if 
one bowler has 
an off day, as 
happened in the pre-
vious match.

He argued that with a 
strong batting lineup featuring 
Hardik Pandya, Shivam Dube 
and Sundar, India can afford 
to bolster their bowling with-
out weakening the batting 
depth. Australia great Ricky 
Ponting echoed similar senti-
ments, stating that India may 

h a v e 
missed 

a trick by 
omitting Axar. 

Ponting suggested selecting the 
best XI suited to Chennai’s 
conditions, even hinting at a 
recall for Kuldeep Yadav.

With another defeat poten-
tially jeopardising semifinal 
hopes, India face a crucial test 
of character and tactical clarity.

ECB, The Hundred Franchises Oppose 
Nationality-Based Player Exclusion

Joint statement stresses merit-based selection amid Pakistani player concerns
LONDON

The England and Wales Crick-
et Board (ECB) and all eight 
franchises of The Hundred 
have jointly asserted that play-
ers must not be excluded on 
the grounds of nationality, 
amid concerns that Pakistani 
cricketers could be overlooked 
at next month’s auction.

The statement comes in the 
wake of British media reports 
suggesting that four Indi-
an-owned teams — Manches-
ter Super Giants (RPSG 
Group), MI London (Reli-
ance), Southern Brave (GMR) 
and Sunrisers Leeds (Sun 
Group) — may avoid signing 
Pakistani players due to geo-
political sensitivities.

“The Hundred was estab-
lished to reach new audienc-
es, grow the game of cricket 
and ensure that everyone — 
regardless of their ethnicity, 
gender, faith, nationality or 
otherwise — feels they be-
long in our sport. Players 
must not be excluded on the 
grounds of their nationality,” 
the joint statement said. The 
ECB reiterated that, as the 
governing body responsible 

for running the tournament, it 
is committed to ensuring there 
is no place for discrimination 
and has regulations in place to 
take robust action against any 
such conduct. All eight teams, 
including those with links to 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL), committed to selecting 
players based solely on crick-
eting performance, availabili-
ty and team requirements.

Although Indian ownership 
has drawn attention, participa-
tion of Pakistani players in 
The Hundred has historically 
been limited. Only two fea-
tured last season, and just 
nine have played across the 
first five editions.

A total of 67 Pakistani 
cricketers, including nearly 

the entire men’s T20 World 
Cup squad, have registered 
for the upcoming auction. Pa-
kistan opener Sahibzada Far-
han recently expressed his 
desire to compete in the tour-
nament. Pakistani players 
have not featured in the IPL 
since the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attacks, and similar patterns 
have been observed in leagues 
such as SA20 and ILT20, 
where franchises with IPL-
linked ownership have re-
frained from signing them.

England captain Harry 
Brook earlier termed it a 
“shame” if Pakistan players 
were excluded, while spinner 
Moeen Ali warned that any 
deliberate exclusion could in-
vite legal scrutiny.

Shastri 
Calls for 

Rethink after 
India’s Super 

8 Defeat

India Seek Top-Order Revival in 
Must-Win Clash against Zimbabwe

Big victory crucial to revive campaign and net run rate

CHENNAI

Under pressure after a crush-
ing defeat, India will look to 
address glaring top-order con-
cerns when they face Zimba-
bwe in a must-win Super 8 
contest of the ICC Men's T20 
World Cup at the M. A. Chid-
ambaram Stadium on Thurs-
day.

A comprehensive 76-run 
loss to South Africa national 
cricket team has left the de-
fending champions with a bat-
tered net run rate of -3.80, 
making a big-margin victory 
imperative to keep semifinal 
hopes alive.

India’s top-order frailties 
have emerged as the central 
concern. Abhishek Sharma, 
who was instrumental in In-
dia’s pre-tournament success, 
has struggled for rhythm fol-
lowing a stomach infection. 
Dull pitches and disciplined 
off-spin have curtailed his at-
tacking game, leaving him 
with just 15 runs from four 
matches.

At the other end, Ishan Kis-
han has stood tall with a blis-
tering strike-rate of 193, but 

the lack of sustained support 
has put undue pressure on 
him. Tilak Varma, operating 
at No.3, has managed a mod-
est strike-rate of 118 — well 
below modern T20 demands. 
Captain Suryakumar Yadav, 
despite scoring 180 runs, has 
also batted below his usual 
tempo.

The team management 
could consider  tact ical 
tweaks, including promoting 
Suryakumar to No.3 or intro-
ducing Sanju Samson to break 

the sequence of left-handers 
at the top. However, Sam-
son’s recent form raises its 
own questions.

Chepauk’s surface may of-
fer some relief. The track pre-
viously produced a high-scor-
ing encounter, and Zimba-
bwe’s spin trio — Graeme 
Cremer, Sikandar Raza and 
Ryan Burl — lacks the poten-
cy of attacks India have faced 
so far. However, their pace 
battery led by Blessing Mu-
zarabani and Richard Ngarava 

can exploit any early vulnera-
bility.

On the bowling front, India 
remain well-equipped. Jasprit 
Bumrah continues to lead the 
attack with authority, support-
ed by Arshdeep Singh, Varun 
Chakravarthy and Hardik 
Pandya. The expected return 
of Axar Patel could further 
strengthen the spin options.

With little room for error, 
India must rediscover their 
batting fluency to stay afloat 
in the tournament.

West Indies’ Firepower Meets 
Proteas Pace in Super 8 Showdown

AHMEDABAD

The explosive batting might 
of the West Indies cricket 
team will be put to a stern ex-
amination against the disci-
plined pace arsenal of the 
South Africa national crick-
et team in a high-stakes 
Super 8 clash of the 
ICC Men's T20 World 
Cup here on Thursday.

Both teams enter the 
contest unbeaten and 
brimming with confi-
dence. South Africa are 
riding high after a command-
ing 76-run victory over India 
in Ahmedabad, while the 
West Indies showcased their 
batting depth with a 107-run 
demolition of Zimbabwe in 
Mumbai.

The Caribbean side’s line-
up is stacked with power-hit-
ters capable of altering the 
course of a match in a few 
overs. However, they now 
face a well-rounded South Af-
rican attack spearheaded by 
Marco Jansen, Kagiso Rabada 
and Lungi Ngidi, with left-

a rm spinner 
Keshav Ma-
haraj providing 

control in the 
m i d d l e  o v e r s . 

Their collective effort 
dismantled India’s formidable 
batting order earlier this 
week.

South Africa’s batting unit 
has been equally dependable. 
David Miller once again un-
derlined his reputation as a 
crisis specialist  with a 
match-defining knock after 
early setbacks against India.

Key individual battles 
could shape the outcome. 
Shimron Hetmyer’s aggres-
sive strokeplay against Raba-
da’s pace and bounce promis-

es fireworks, while Rovman 
Powell’s ability to counter 
spin will be tested by Ma-
haraj’s guile. Jansen’s steep 
bounce against Brandon King 
at the top also presents a fas-
cinating duel.

Unlike previous night fix-
tures, this afternoon encounter 
at the Narendra Modi Stadium 
may eliminate the dew factor, 
ensuring more balanced con-
ditions. A slightly drier sur-
face could aid spinners, while 
the heat may challenge play-
ers’ endurance.

South Africa’s familiarity 
with the Ahmedabad condi-
tions could provide a subtle 
advantage in a pressure situa-
tion.

Un-
beaten 

sides battle for 
semifinal edge 
in Ahmedabad 

today

CHENNAI

The Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) suspended six 
wrestlers for two years for 
submitting forged birth certif-
icates to compete in the 2026 
Federation Cup and other na-
tional tournaments, highlight-
ing ongoing concerns over 
integrity in Indian wrestling.

The suspended wrestlers — 
Deepak Kumar (65kg), Akash 
(74kg), Hari (125kg), Mohit 
Deshwal (79kg), Yatin, and 
Dixit Chauhan — were repre-
senting Chandigarh. The WFI 
order stated that the certifi-
cates submitted by the ath-
letes were forwarded to the 
Office of the Director, Health 
& Family Welfare, Chandi-
garh, for verification. The of-
fice confirmed the documents 
were forged.

“The submission of forged 
documents for participation in 
a national-level competition is 
a serious act of misconduct 
and amounts to forgery and 
misrepresentation. Such un-
ethical and illegal actions un-
dermine the integrity of the 
sport and bring disrepute to 
the wrestling community,” the 
WFI stated. All results and 
participation of these wres-
tlers in the events have been 

declared null and void.
The federation also directed 

the Chandigarh state unit to 
implement strict verification 
procedures in the future to 
prevent recurrence of similar 
incidents.

In a separate action, two 
U15 wrestlers were suspend-
ed for two years for submit-
ting misleading information 
to the Haryana Wrestling 
Association to secure partic-
ipation in the U15 State 
Wrestling Championship 
held on February 21-22 at 
Ladhot village. These wres-
tlers scanned and affixed 
orders issued in another in-
dividual’s name to their own 
records, constituting docu-
ment forgery.

The WFI emphasized that 
falsifying records, whether for 
senior or junior competitions, 
constitutes a severe breach of 
ethics and governance. The 
federation reaffirmed its com-
mitment to uphold transparen-
cy, fairness, and accountabil-
ity in all levels of Indian 
wrestling.

With these actions, the 
WFI hopes to send a strong 
message against unethical 
practices and maintain the 
credibility of the sport across 
the country.

Six Indian Wrestlers 
Suspended for Forging 

Birth Certificates

National Sports Federations under Scrutiny for Governance Failures
CHENNAI

Several Indian National 
Sports Federations (NSFs) are 
facing scrutiny over gover-
nance lapses, prompting the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports to step in and request 
the Indian Olympic Associa-
tion to form ad-hoc commit-
tees for handball and karate 
ahead of the Commonwealth 
and Asian Games.

Despite the National Sports 
Governance (NSG) Act being 
in force, multiple federations 
have either been de-recognized 
or withheld funding, leaving 

athletes in limbo. Legal dis-
putes, unclear selection crite-
ria, and the absence of national 
tournaments are affecting 
preparations for mega events.

In recent weeks, the minis-
try has requested ad-hoc pan-
els in handball and karate, 

following a Delhi High Court 
order directing similar inter-
ventions in two other NSFs. 
While not priority sports, 
both handball and karate will 
send teams to the Asian 
Games, making proper ad-
ministration critical.

Karate faces a unique chal-
lenge with multiple bodies 
claiming legitimacy — All 
India Karate-Do Federation 
(AIKDF), Karate Association 
of India (KAI), Karate India 
Organisation (KIO), and oth-
ers — creating confusion 
over athlete selection and 
event partic- i p a -

tion. Past mismanagement 
even led to Indian entries be-
ing rejected at the previous 
Asian Games.

Other federations are also 
under court-mandated over-
sight. The Delhi High Court 
instructed the Judo Federation 
of India to hand over admin-
istration to a newly constitut-
ed interim executive commit-
tee, while the Equestrian Fed-
eration continues to experi-
ence turmoil. Softball also 
faces governance issues.

The ministry has relied on 
provisions of the 2011 Na-
tional Sports Development 

Code to bypass delays and 
ensure teams can participate. 
“In the exercise of powers un-
der the Sports Code, the Min-
istry requests IOA to consti-
tute a transitory committee or 
Ad-Hoc Committee to over-
see selection and entries for 
Handball athletes in interna-
tional events,” a ministry 
statement said.

With major international 
competitions approaching, 
these interventions aim to 
safeguard athletes’ interests, 
bring clarity to administra-
tion, and prevent a repeat of 
past organizational lapses.

CHENNAI

Days after scoring a histor-
ic T20 World Cup century 
for Canada against New 

Zealand, 19-year-old Yuvraj 
Samra is sharpening his skills 

under the mentorship of Jwa-
la Singh, renowned for nur-
t u r - ing India’s Yash-

asvi Jaiswal.
Singh has 
been im-
p r e s s e d 
by Sam-
r a ’ s 

adaptabili-
ty across di-

verse pitches in 
Mumbai. “I took him 
to  the  Air  India 
ground, Thane, Oval 
Maidan and BKC 

grounds. That 
shows he’s 

mentally 
s t r o n g 
a n d 
k n o w s 

how to adjust and de-
liver,” Singh said. 
“Many players have 
skills, but few per-
form on big occasions 
— he’s one of them.”

Samra became the 

youngest to score a T20 World Cup 
century, dispatching world-class 
Kiwi bowlers like Kyle Jamieson, 
Jimmy Neesham, and Matt Henry 
with poise at the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium. Despite Canada losing the 
match by eight wickets on February 
17, his innings captured global at-
tention.

The young southpaw’s hunger 
for improvement has been evident. 
“His last game was on the 19th, 
and the next day he was in Mumbai 
training. Most would take a break, 
but he’s eager to play on every sur-
face,” Singh noted. The coach also 
highlighted Samra’s rare long-hit-
ting ability and maturity at just 19.

Singh compared Samra’s clarity 
and focus to other top talents he has 
coached, emphasizing that, unlike 
many Indian players with struc-
tured training, Samra comes from a 
nation with limited cricketing infra-
structure. “Coming from Canada, 
with minimal coaching and domes-
tic exposure, his talent is extraordi-
nary,” Singh added.

Samra himself hopes his innings 
can inspire other Canadian players. 
“Making a living in cricket from 
Canada is hard. Many of my team-
mates work two jobs while playing. 
If I can do it, others can too,” he 
said, underlining his ambition to 
open doors for fellow cricketers.

Record 
Teenager 
Yuvraj Samra 
Continues 
Meteoric Rise

Brook Played Best Innings 
of His Life: Shaheen Afridi

KANDY

Shaheen Shah Afridi lavished 
praise on Harry Brook after 
the England captain’s scintil-
lating century powered his 
team into the semifinals of the 
ICC Men's T20 World Cup 
and left Pakistan’s campaign 
hanging by a thread.

Brook smashed his maiden 
T20I hundred off just 50 
balls, striking four sixes and 
10 fours, as England chased 
down a competitive 165-run 
target with five balls to spare 
in a thrilling two-wicket win. 
The knock, described by Afri-
di as “world-class”, came un-
der pressure on a tricky sur-
face in Pallekele.

“In my opinion this will be 
the best innings of his life,” 
Afridi said after the match. “It 
wasn’t an easy pitch to bat on 
but he took the game away 
from us.”

The Pakistan spearhead had 
earlier rocked England’s top 
order with a fiery spell, dis-
missing Phil Salt off the first 

ball and then removing Jos 
Buttler and Jacob Bethell to 
reduce England to 35 for 
three in the powerplay. Pro-
moted to No.3 after discus-
sions with coach Brendon 
McCullum, Brook absorbed 
the pressure before counterat-
tacking with authority.

He stitched together crucial 
partnerships — 45 runs with 
Sam Curran and 52 with Will 
Jacks — to steady the chase. 
His hundred was the second 
fastest in T20 World Cup his-
tory and the first by a captain 
in the tournament, with only 
Chris Gayle having reached 
the milestone quicker in 2016.

Afridi eventually bowled 
Brook with a pinpoint yorker 
immediately after the mile-
stone, but instead of celebrat-
ing exuberantly, he walked up 
to shake Brook’s hand in a 
touching display of sports-
manship.

“Brook played proper 
cricketing shots and he de-
served a handshake,” Afridi 
said.
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India aims to lead global electric mobility: HDK
SEOUL

India can firmly establish 
itself as a leading global 
centre for electric mobility 
manufacturing and innova-
tion with clear policy direc-
tion and robust industry par-
ticipation, Union Minister of 
Heavy Industries and Steel 
H D Kumaraswamy said on 
Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of the third 
FICCI National Conference 
on Electric Vehicles, the 
minister emphasised that the 
government is committed to 
accelerating electric mobili-
ty adoption. Whatever best 

way we can encourage elec-
tric mobility adoption, we 
are going to go for that, he 
stated, underlining the Cen-
tre’s proactive stance in pro-
moting the sector.

Referring to the broader 
national vision of ‘Viksit 
Bharat 2047’, Kumaras-
wamy said electric mobility 
must remain central to the 
Make in India initiative. He 
stressed that strengthening 
domestic manufacturing, 
deepening localisation, and 
positioning India as a global 
production hub for electric 
vehicles, advanced batteries 
and critical components are 
key priorities.

The minister highlighted 
the steady progress made by 
India’s automotive sector 
over the past decade. Auto-
motive component exports 
have nearly doubled, in-

creasing from around $8 bil-
lion to $16.9 billion. Ac-
cording to him, this growth 
reflects India’s deepening 
integration into global value 
chains and its rising credi-
bility as a competitive man-
ufacturing destination.

The conference also fea-
tured remarks by Amitabh 
Kant, who pointed out that 
the global electric vehicle 
market is expected to reach 
trillions of dollars over the 
next decade. He noted that 
global supply chains are un-
dergoing significant realign-
ments, with countries reas-
sessing trade localisation 
and strategic dependencies.

Kant emphasised that In-
dia must seize this opportu-
nity to position itself as a 
trusted manufacturing hub 
for electric vehicles. He said 
the country’s strong policy 
framework, expanding do-
mestic market and growing 
technological capabilities 
provide a solid foundation 
for long-term leadership in 
the EV ecosystem.

Industry leaders at the 
event echoed the sentiment 
that coordinated action be-
tween government and pri-
vate players will be crucial 
in building a resilient and 
globally competitive electric 
mobility sector.

WHEELS OF CHANGE

QUICK READ
EU restricts Chinese 

arachidonic acid oil amid 
baby formula recalls

Hiring in semiconductor 
design GCCs rebound  

in India in Q4 2025

Sensex, Nifty end 
slightly higher; IT, 
metal stocks shine

New Delhi
The European Commis-
sion announced stricter 
controls on imports of 

arachidonic acid oil from 
China beginning February 
26, after finding that it is 

the source of contamina-
tion in infant formulas. 
Since December, major 

producers including 
Nestlé, Lactalis and 

Danone have recalled in-
fant formula in 60 coun-
tries after tests detected 

cereulide, a toxin pro-
duced by bacterium Ba-

cillus cereus, that can 
cause gastrointestinal 

illness, particularly in in-
fants who are more prone 

to dehydration. French 
authorities are investigat-
ing the deaths of two in-

fants suspected to be 
linked to contaminated 

milk. The EU’s food safety 
watchdog European Food 
Safety Authority set a rec-

ommended maximum 
safe daily intake for cere-

ulide for infants earlier 
this month.

Hyderabad
Job openings in the Indian 

semiconductor design 
global capability centres 
(GCCs) increased in the 

October-December peri-
od last year (Q4 2025), 
with November and De-

cember recording the 
strongest month-on-

month uptick in job open-
ings during the year, 

though hiring volumes re-
mained below early-2025 

levels, a report showed 
on Wednesday. According 

to Careernet’s ‘India’s 
Semiconductor Design 

GCC Talent Ecosys-
tem-CY 2025’ report, an 

analysis of hiring data 
across the top 50 semi-
conductor design GCCs 
shows that open posi-
tions declined steadily 

from January to October 
in 2025. However, Q4 

2025 signalled renewed 
confidence, it noted.

Mumbai
Indian stock markets end-

ed slightly higher on 
Wednesday, even though 
they gave up most of their 
early gains during the day. 

Heavyweights like Reli-
ance Industries and State 
Bank of India put pressure 
on the indices, while buy-
ing in metal and IT stocks 

helped limit the losses. 
The Nifty closed 57.85 

points, or 0.23 per cent, 
higher at 25,482.50. The 
Sensex ended up 50.15 
points, or 0.06 per cent, 

at 82,276.07. Analysts 
said that the 25,400 level 

is acting as immediate 
structural support, while 

the 25,600–25,650 zone, 
aligned with the 50- and 
100-day EMAs, remains a 
strong resistance cluster 

capping upside attempts.

Gujarat all set for 3rd 
Semiconnect Conference
The event is expected to boost India’s semiconductor growth 

and showcase the state’s strong global market potential.
GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat is set to host the third 
edition of the Semiconnect 
Conference on March 1 in 
Gandhinagar, bringing togeth-
er leading semiconductor 
chief executives, policymak-
ers and industry experts from 
across the world. The two-day 
event aims to deliberate on 
India’s expanding role in the 
global semiconductor value 
chain and explore new oppor-
tunities for collaboration, in-
vestment and innovation in 
the sector.

The conference is being or-
ganised by the state’s Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy along with the Gujarat 
State Electronics Mission 
(GSEM). The initiative aligns 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of achieving 
self-reliance in critical tech-
nologies, with semiconduc-
tors identified as a strategic 
priority in India’s growth 
agenda. The event is expected 
to reinforce India’s commit-
ment to strengthening domes-
tic capabilities in chip manu-
facturing and advanced  
electronics.

The conference will be in-
augurated in the presence of 
Bhupendra Patel, Union Min-
ister for Electronics and Infor-

mation Technology, Railways 
and Information and Broad-
casting Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
Deputy Chief Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi, and Science and 
Technology Minister Arjun 
Modhwadia. Their participa-
tion underscores the impor-
tance being accorded to the 
semiconductor sector at both 
state and national levels.

The theme of this year’s 
conference, ‘Gujarat: India’s 
Gateway to Silicon’, high-
lights the state’s ambition to 
emerge as a key hub in India’s 
semiconductor ecosystem. 
With robust infrastructure, 
well-developed industrial cor-
ridors and investor-friendly 
policies, Gujarat is position-
ing itself as an attractive des-
tination for semiconductor 
manufacturing and research 
activities.

Officials stated that the 

conference will feature key-
note addresses, thematic pan-
el discussions and internation-
al roundtables. The first day’s 
sessions wil l  focus on 
next-generation semiconduc-
tor research and manufactur-
ing, logistics and export read-
iness for emerging hubs such 
as Dholera and Sanand, and 
workforce development strat-
egies to meet future skill  
requirements.

Deliberations will also cov-
er strengthening India’s elec-
tronics manufacturing base, 
including printed circuit 
boards and the creation of a 
resilient component ecosys-
tem. Through this conference, 
Gujarat aims to accelerate 
partnerships and investments 
that can contribute to making 
India a significant player in 
the global semiconductor  
industry.

China EV makers face 
shutdown threat 

BEIJING

The long-term profit outlook 
for Chinese electric vehicle 
(EV) manufacturers is coming 
under mounting pressure as 
slowing consumer demand 
and rising operational costs 
weigh heavily on the sector.

After several years of rapid 
expansion, investors are in-
creasingly questioning wheth-
er the growth momentum can 
be sustained in what is now a 
crowded and more competi-
tive market.

Sales data toward the end 
of 2025 underscored the slow-
down in the world’s largest 
EV market. Overall electric 
vehicle sales in China failed 
to rebound from a prolonged 
slump, signaling cooling de-
mand even as automakers 
continue to launch new mod-
els at an aggressive pace. 
Among the worst affected 
was Li Auto, which reported 
a sharp decline in deliveries. 
In November 2025, the com-
pany delivered just over 
33,000 vehicles, marking a 
nearly 32 per cent drop com-
pared to the same month a 
year earlier. The decline 
raised concerns about weak-
ening demand, even for estab-
lished domestic brands.

A recent report by The New 
York Times highlighted deeper 
structural challenges facing 
China’s EV industry. Intense 
p r ice  compet i t ion  has 
squeezed profit margins across 
the sector, while government 
subsidies that once fueled ex-
plosive growth are gradually 
being scaled back. Without the 
cushion of generous state sup-
port, companies are now con-
fronting the true costs of oper-
ating in a saturated market-
place. Faster production cy-
cles have added to the pres-
sure. New models are intro-
duced so frequently that no 

single automaker can main-
tain a technological or design 
advantage for long. This dy-
namic has made it harder for 
firms to differentiate them-
selves and command premi-
um pricing.

China’s largest EV maker, 
BYD, reflects many of these 
challenges. The company’s 
extraordinary growth was 
partly driven by years of 
strong government backing. 
However, experts suggest that 
the market is nearing satura-

tion in major urban centers 
where charging infrastructure 
is well developed. According 
to John Paul MacDuffie of the 
Wharton School, many Chi-
nese carmakers may have al-
ready reached most consum-
ers for whom owning an EV 
is practical.

In smaller towns and rural 
regions, limited charging in-
frastructure continues to re-
strict adoption. As a result, 
companies must now focus on 
building brand loyalty and en-
couraging repeat purchases—
an area where traditional au-
tomakers have decades of 
experience.

Weak demand and rising 
costs challenge China’s 
electric vehicle industry.

KEY FACTORS DRIVING PROFIT PRESSURES
n �Weakened demand & overcapacity: The market has 

hit a slowdown, particularly with weakened consumer 
demand in smaller, rural areas, resulting in a potential 
industry sales drop.

n �Declining subsidies & tax hikes: From January 1, 
2026, the full purchase tax exemption for New Ener-
gy Vehicles (NEVs) was halved, reducing incentives, 
while government, a 20,000 yuan trade-in subsidy, saw 
uncertainty.

n �Intense price wars & regulation: Despite fierce 
competition prompting a price war, the State Adminis-
tration for Market Regulation (SAMR) banned manu-
facturers from selling vehicles below cost in February 
2026 to stabilize the market.

n �Manufacturer distress: Only a few, such as BYD, re-
main strongly profitable, while roughly 50 unprofitable 
firms are forced to restructure or shut down.

Private investment falls 
despite interest rate cuts

Businesses hesitate amid uncertainty, high 
costs and weak demand conditions.

ISLAMABAD

Private investment in Pakistan 
has witnessed a sharp decline 
despite a significant reduction 
in interest rates, reflecting 
deeper structural challenges 
within the economy. 

According to an article pub-
lished in The News Interna-
tional, businesses are holding 
back from borrowing and ex-
pansion due to an uncertain 
economic  env i ronment 
marked by high energy costs, 
regulatory unpredictability 
and heavy taxation.

Data released by the State 
Bank of Pakistan revealed 
that private sector bank bor-
rowing fell by 39 per cent 
during the first seven months 
of  FY2026.  Borrowing 
dropped to Rs 666 billion 
compared to Rs 1,087 billion 
during the same period last 
year. This decline comes de-
spite a steep reduction in the 
policy rate from 22 per cent 
to 10.5 per cent within  
a year, raising concerns  
about the effectiveness of 
monetary easing in stimulat-
ing investment.

The article noted that if in-
terest rates were the decisive 
factor driving investment, 
borrowing levels should have 
increased rather than de-
clined. Instead, the contrac-
tion highlights underlying 
weaknesses in the business 
climate. Companies are re-
portedly reluctant to take on 
new debt because the environ-
ment in which capital must be 

deployed remains costly and 
unpredictable.

Industry in Pakistan contin-
ues to grapple with prohibi-
tively high electricity tariffs, 
inconsistent gas supplies, ris-
ing logistics expenses and de-
lays in raw material imports. 
In addition, frequent regulato-
ry changes and an overbur-
dened tax structure further 
complicate business opera-
tions. Analysts argue that 
even single-digit interest rates 
cannot compensate for un-
competitive energy pricing 
and policy instability that 
erode profitability.

Monetary easing has also 
had limited impact due to 
subdued demand. With pur-
chasing power under pressure 
and exports constrained by 
competitiveness challenges, 
businesses see little incentive 
to expand capacity. Producing 
more goods makes little sense 
when domestic and interna-
tional markets are unable to 
absorb additional output  
profitably.

Furthermore, investment 
decisions are shaped by ex-
pectations about future eco-
nomic conditions. Concerns 
over sudden taxation mea-
sures, exchange-rate volatility 
and possible policy reversals 
have prompted many firms to 
deleverage, conserve cash or 
postpone expansion plans. 
The decline in private bor-
rowing thus signals broader 
economic uncertainty rather 
than merely a response to in-
terest rate levels.

South Korea eases visa rules  
to attract 30M tourists

SEOUL

South Korea on Wednesday 
announced a comprehensive 
set of measures to promote 
inbound tourism, including 
relaxed visa rules and ex-
panded entry access through 
regional airports. 

The initiatives were un-
veiled during an expanded 
national tourism strategy 
meeting held at Cheong Wa 
Dae and chaired by Presi-
dent Lee Jae Myung, with 
senior officials from rele-
vant ministries in atten-
dance.

Under the new measures, 
the government will make 
visa and entry procedures 
more flexible for foreign 
tourists. Indonesia will be 
added to a pilot visa waiver 
programme for group travel-
lers of three or more people, 
aiming to boost arrivals 
from Southeast Asia. 

Authorities also plan to 
introduce five-year multi-
ple-entry visas for visitors 
from China and Southeast 
Asian countries who have 
previously travelled to South 
Korea. In addition, 10-year 
multiple-entry visas will be 
offered to travellers from 
major cities in China and 
Vietnam, further encourag-

ing repeat visits.
The automated immigra-

tion clearance system, cur-
rently available to citizens 
of 18 countries including 
Japan, Singapore and Aus-
tralia, will be expanded to 
cover European Union mem-
ber states. Officials believe 
this will streamline entry 
procedures and enhance  

convenience for long-haul  
travellers.

To reduce congestion in 
Seoul and surrounding areas, 
the government will expand 
international direct flights to 
regional airports. Exclusive 
international air traffic rights 
will be designated for local 
airports to help distribute in-
bound travel demand more 
evenly across the country. 
Incentives such as reductions 
in airport facility usage fees 
and financial subsidies will 
be offered to attract new in-
ternational routes.

Tourism promotion strate-
gies will also shift focus to-
ward regional destinations. 
The government plans to 
develop tailored travel pack-
ages and launch region-spe-
cific marketing campaigns 
to showcase diverse cultural, 
historical and natural attrac-
tions beyond the capital.

With international cruise 
ship arrivals projected to 
reach around 1.7 million this 
year, authorities will expand 
immigration and security 
screening facilities at do-
mestic ports.  Expedited 
clearance systems for cruise 
passengers will also be in-
troduced to ensure smoother 
processing and enhance the 
overall visitor experience.

KEY POINTS
n �New visa waivers for 

Indonesian groups

n Multi-year visas for 
China & Southeast Asia

n �Expanded automated 
immigration for EU

n �More international 
flights to regional 
airports

n �Targeting 30 million 
visitors by 2030

Steel veteran Jatinder 
Mehra passes away, 

industry mourns
NEW DELHI

Steel industry veteran Jatinder 
Mehra on Wednesday passed 
away marking the end of an 
era for India’s metals and min-
ing sector. 

With a career spanning more 
than six decades, Mehra was 
widely respected for his tech-
nical knowledge, sharp strate-
gic thinking and the ability to 
turn ambitious ideas into suc-
cessful large-scale projects.

Mehra served as Vice Chair-
man of the Metals and Mining 
Division at Essar Group, 
where he played a crucial role 
in guiding the group’s steel 
and metals businesses. In a 
condolence message, the Essar 
family expressed deep sorrow 
over his passing, remembering 
him as a visionary leader 
whose clarity, commitment 
and leadership helped define 
some of the group’s most im-
portant milestones.

The Essar family is deeply 
saddened by the passing of 
Jatinder Mehra, a respected 
veteran of India’s steel indus-
try and a leader whose vision 
charted some of our most sig-
nificant milestones at Essar 
Group, the firm stated. They 
noted that his contributions 
remain deeply embedded in 
Essar’s journey and that his 
legacy will continue to guide 
the organisation in the years 
ahead.

At Essar, he was instrumen-
tal in shaping long-term strate-
gy and expanding steelmaking 
capacity, including major de-
velopments at Hazira. He also 
led the development of large 
integrated projects such as the 
Paradip steel facility in Odisha, 
strengthening Essar’s presence 
in the global steel market.

Scindia slams luxury 
treatment for BSNL director

NEW DELHI

Calling the reported luxury treatment for a BSNL Director im-
proper and a violation of established rules, Union Communica-
tions Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on Wednesday termed the 
conduct unacceptable and shocking, confirming that a show 
cause notice has been issued. The controversy arose after details 
surfaced about elaborate arrangements for Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited Director Vivek Bansal’s proposed visit to 
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh.

Responding to media queries, Scindia said the episode vio-
lated established norms and traditions. A seven-day show cause 
notice has been served, and appropriate action will follow, he 
added. Stressing that “royal treatment” for officials is unimag-
inable today, he warned that those found guilty will not be 
spared.

An official order revealed nearly 50 staff were deployed for 
two days to handle 21 tasks, including boat rides, temple visits, 
holy dips at the Triveni Sangam, bathing kits, transport, pho-
tography, and refreshments—sparking criticism over misuse of 
public resources.
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Bodo/Glimt Shock Inter, Newcastle and 
Atletico Join Champions League Last 16

PARIS

Bodo/Glimt produced one of 
the most remarkable upsets in 
modern UEFA Champions 
League history, eliminating 
last season’s runners-up Inter 
Milan 5-2 on aggregate after 
a 2-1 victory at San Siro, 
while Newcastle United, At-
letico Madrid and Bayer 
Leverkusen also advanced to 
the last 16.

Bodo/Glimt, the modest 
outfit from north of the Arctic 
Circle, had stunned Inter with 
a 3-1 win in the first leg and 
survived early pressure in Mi-
lan before Jens Petter Hauge 
opened the scoring just before 
the hour mark. Hakon Evjen 
made it 2-0 on the night, ef-
fectively sealing the tie on 
aggregate, despite Alessandro 

Bastoni pulling one back for 
Inter.

The Norwegian side, win-
ners of four Eliteserien titles 
in five years and runners-up 
last season, became the first 
team from Norway to reach 
the Champions League last 16 
since Rosenborg in 1997. “It’s 
been unbelievable. Inter are a 
very strong team and played 
in last season’s final,” Hauge 
said. They will learn their next 
opponents on Friday, with ei-
ther Sporting CP or Manches-
ter City awaiting them.

Newcastle United overcame 
Qarabag 3-2 in the return leg 
after a 6-1 first-leg win, set-
ting up a last-16 tie against 
either Chelsea or Barcelona. 
Eddie Howe praised his play-
ers, calling the aggregate win 
“fantastic” despite a tight sec-

ond leg.
Atletico Madrid followed a 

3-3 draw in Belgium with a 
4-1 home victory over Club 
Brugge, powered by a hat-
trick from Alexander Sorloth. 
Diego Simeone’s side now 
face Tottenham Hotspur or 
Liverpool in the next round.

Bayer Leverkusen, after a 
2-0 away win in Greece, drew 
0-0 at home and will meet ei-
ther Arsenal or Bayern Mu-
nich in the last 16.

Bodo/Glimt’s tr iumph 
marks a historic milestone 
and signals that even modest 
clubs can upset Europe’s elite.

KSRA Secretary, Joint 
Secretary to Step 

Down After Members 
Reject Amendments

BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Rifle As-
sociation (KSRA) faced a dra-
matic turn as secretary G Su-
sheel and joint secretary 
Praveen S offered to resign 
following the rejection of pro-
posed amendments to its 
Memorandum and bye-laws 
during an Extraordinary Gen-
eral Body Meeting (EGM).

The EGM, convened to 
align KSRA with the new Na-
tional Sports Code effective 
January 2026, drew around 
200 members and lasted over 
three hours, marked by tense 
and chaotic proceedings. 
Most of the proposed changes 
were voted down by life 
members, who hold more 
than 1,500 voting rights, lead-
ing to a decisive pushback 
against the office-bearers.

In a message to media, Su-
sheel confirmed: “We an-
nounced we will be resigning 
in due course.” The resigna-
tions were prompted by con-
cerns over compliance with 
the National Rifle Association 
of India (NRAI) bye-law 3(j), 
which disqualifies individuals 
whose spouses or themselves 
are dealers of arms and am-
munition from holding mem-
bership or office. Susheel 
owns an armoury, while 
Praveen’s wife is an arms 
dealer and manufacturer, 
prompting members to call 

for their exit.
Life member and shooter 

Rajesh Manpat said, “After 
voting against the proposed 
changes, we also voted in ma-
jority for the two (Susheel 
and Praveen) to step down 
after their disclosures about 
the arms business.” Members 
asked them to complete the 
EGM proceedings and for-
malize resignations in the 
next managing committee 
meeting.

Among the rejected amend-
ments were proposals to hand 
voting power to district asso-
ciations at the expense of life 
members, increase the maxi-
mum age of office bearers 
from 70 to 75, and create a 
third vice-president position. 
Conversely, the minimum age 
for eligibility on the athletes’ 
commission was reduced 
from 35 to 25.

The outcome marks a sig-
nificant victory for life mem-
bers, emphasizing their influ-
ence in safeguarding transpar-
ency, adherence to NRAI 
regulations, and preventing 
potential consolidation of 
power within the KSRA man-
aging committee.

Life members 
overwhelmingly 

oppose controversial 
changes at Karnataka 

rifle body

Norwegian side stun Italians as English and Spanish clubs progress comfortably

India Beat Australia in Shootout, 
SIT EIGHTH IN PRO LEAGUE

Resilient India claim bonus point after tense draw against hosts Australia
TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA

The Indian men’s hockey 
team secured a 3-1 shootout 
victory over hosts Australia in 
their eighth match of the 
2025-26 FIH Pro League sea-
son at the Tasmania Hockey 
Centre on Wednesday. The 
match had ended 1-1 in regu-
lation time.

India, coming off succes-
sive shootout defeats against 
Australia and Spain, showed 
composure under pressure. 
Captain Jeremy Hayward 
(49’) converted a penalty cor-
ner to give Australia the lead 
in the final quarter. However, 
Shilanand Lakra (51’) equal-
ised soon after, finishing from 
close range following a well-

worked team move initiated 
by  Hard ik  S ingh  and 
Abhishek.

The opening quarters saw 
Australia dominate posses-

sion, but India’s defence 
stood firm, with goalkeeper 
Mohith Honnenahalli Shashi-
kumar making crucial saves. 
Both teams earned multiple 

penalty corners but failed to 
capitalise fully during regula-
tion time.

In the shootout, Lakra, 
Maninder Singh and Vishnu-
kant Singh converted their 
attempts, while Mohith de-
nied Australia three times to 
seal the bonus point for India.

With the first half of the 
season complete, India are 
currently eighth on the points 
table with four points, only 
ahead of Pakistan. The team, 
still chasing its first outright 
win of the campaign, will re-
sume its remaining eight 
matches in June in the Neth-
erlands and the United King-
dom, including two key fix-
tures against Pakistan in Lon-
don.

FIFA chief “very 
reassured” as Mexico 

prepares for World Cup
BARRANQUILLA

FIFA President Gianni Infanti-
no expressed confidence about 
Mexico’s readiness to host the 
upcoming FIFA World Cup, 
despite a surge in violence fol-
lowing the killing of a notori-
ous drug cartel leader.

Speaking in the Colombian 
city of Barranquilla, Infantino 
said, “Very reassured, every-
thing’s good. It’s going to be 
spectacular,” just two days af-
ter members of the Jalisco 
New Generat ion Cartel 
(CJNG) wreaked havoc in 
Guadalajara and other regions. 
The unrest followed the army’s 
operation that killed cartel 
head Nemesio “El Mencho” 
Oseguera.The clashes, concen-
trated mainly in Guadalajara, 
left at least 74 people dead, 
including cartel members, with 
only one civilian casualty re-
ported by authorities. Cartel 
gunmen blocked roads in 20 of 
Mexico’s 32 states, torched ve-
hicles and businesses, and 
forced residents and tourists to 
take cover.

Despite the chaos, Infantino 
insisted that there was “no 
risk” to football fans attending 
the tournament, which Mexico 
will co-host with the United 
States and Canada from June 
11 to July 19. Guadalajara is 
set to host four group-stage 
matches, including a key Uru-
guay vs Spain game, and will 
co-host the playoff tournament 
with Monterrey. Mexico City 
and Monterrey were largely 
unaffected by the unrest. Mex-
ican President Claudia Shein-
baum also reassured fans that 
security was under control and 
the situation was stabilizing, 
while Jalisco Governor Pablo 
Lemus ruled out the possibility 
of Guadalajara being dropped 
as a venue. Mexico national 
team coach Javier Aguirre 
echoed the optimism, saying, 
“All is going ahead as planned.

Cheating 
Concerns 

Overblown, Says 
World Champion 

Gukesh
Gukesh rejects 

Kramnik's 
claims, stresses 

focus on fair, 
competitive play

PRAGUE

World Champion D. Gukesh 
has stated that the issue of 
cheating in chess is being ex-
aggerated, dismissing claims 
by former world champion 
Vladimir Kramnik, who has 
controversially accused sever-
al players of unethical practic-
es during online games.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Gukesh clarified his 
stance: “Obviously, I’m 
against any kind of unfair or 
unethical play. But it’s a kind 
of problem that we have been 
seeing lately, and I feel it’s 
being made bigger than it ac-
tually is.” Gukesh’s remarks 

align with those of other top 
players, including former 
World Number One Magnus 
Carlsen FIDE President Ark-
ady Dvorkovich, and Indian 
stars Arjun Erigaisi and Nihal 
Sarin, who have also criti-
cized Kramnik’s unsubstanti-
ated allegations.

Turning to competition, 
Gukesh expressed excitement 
for the upcoming Candidates 
Tournament and insisted he 
does not believe in favourites. 
“I would love to face my city-
mate R. Praggnanandhaa,” he 
said, emphasizing a preference 
for complex, fighting games 
that test strategic depth.

In the first round of the su-

per tournament, Gukesh will 
play Hans Moke Niemann of 
the United States, a player re-
nowned for his tactical prow-
ess and resilience. Fellow In-
dian Aravindh Chithambaram 
will face Uzbekistan’s Nodir-
bek Abdusattorov the recent 
Tata Steel Masters winner, 
promising a competitive start 
for India’s top contenders.

Gukesh’s comments reflect 
a broader sentiment in the 
chess community: while 
cheating is a concern, the fo-
cus should remain on prepara-
tion, skill, and competitive 
integrity rather than unveri-
fied accusations dominating 
headlines.

LONDON

World No. 11 Daniil Medvedev has 
called for a major rethink of the As-
sociation of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) calendar, suggesting that rank-
ing points be awarded only at the 
Grand Slams and Masters 1000 
events to ease the burden on players.

Currently, top players are required 
to compete in the four majors and 
eight Masters 1000 events, with the 
ATP reducing the ranking breakdown 
from 19 to 18 tournaments in 2026 
after removing a mandatory ATP 500 
commitment. Medvedev argued that 
excluding smaller tournaments from 
the rankings could make the tour 
more manageable.

“That’s the only way to make the 
tour shorter,” Medvedev said. “It’s 
never going to happen because there 
are licenses, and the ATP won’t have 
enough money to buy all of them. 
The other tournaments won’t say, 
‘OK, we’re out,’ because they would 
lose money. It’s business.”

Medvedev proposed a streamlined 
system: four Grand Slams, 11 Mas-
ters events, and other tourna-
ments with- out points. While 
a c k n o w l - edging the 
difficulty of imple-
menting such a 
change, he em-
phasized that it 
could reduce the 
pressure on play-
ers chasing ranking 
points.

He highlighted the 
physical toll of the cur-
rent calendar, pointing 
to Holger Rune, who 
suffered a ruptured 
Achilles in an ATP 250 
event in October. “Ev-
erybody was l ike, 
‘Yeah, but you don’t 
have to play it,’ but if he wants 
to be in Turin [ATP Finals], he 
has to, even if it’s not a man-
datory tournament,” Medve-

dev said. “Last year I played seven 
tournaments in a row. Did I have to? 
No. I played bad at the beginning of 
the year, maybe I can get 100 points 
here, 200. If there would be no 
points, it’s an easier decision.” ATP 
chief Andrea Gaudenzi defended the 
current schedule in October, saying 
that the calendar remains largely the 
players’ choice. Medvedev, however, 
believes a ranking system overhaul is 
essential to protect players’ health 
and improve performance over a de-
manding 11-month season.

The proposal, if adopted, would 
fundamentally shift the balance be-

tween business inter-
ests and players’ 

welfare on the 
ATP Tour.

Medvedev urges ATP 
ranking overhaul to 

reduce players' workload

Tennis-USTA appoints Craig Tiley as new CEO to lead U.S. Open growth
NEW YORK

The United States Tennis Associa-
tion (USTA) announced Craig Ti-
ley, the longtime head of Tennis 
Australia, as its new CEO, tasked 
with overseeing the U.S. Open and 
driving growth of tennis across the 
country. Tiley, 64, will formally as-
sume his duties in the coming 
months while coordinating with 
Tennis Australia to ensure a smooth 

leadership transition. He 
replaces Lew Sherr, who 
stepped down last year to 
join Major League Base-
ball’s New York Mets as 
president of business oper-
ations. “I’ve long admired 
the organisation’s leader-
ship in growing the game across the 
United States and the extraordinary 
success of the U.S. Open,” Tiley 
said. “I’m excited to return to 

American tennis and to 
work alongside our leader-
ship locally and nationally 
to continue building the 
sport’s reach, impact, and 
future.”

During his 13-year ten-
ure at Tennis Australia, Ti-

ley helped tennis become the na-
tion’s second most participated sport 
behind soccer. He also served as 
Australian Open tournament director 

since 2006, driving record-breaking 
attendance and revenue while intro-
ducing innovative, player-first initia-
tives that set the event among the 
world’s premier tennis tournaments. 
Tiley began his career in the United 
States as head coach of the Univer-
sity of Illinois men’s tennis team 
from 1994 to 2005, leading the team 
to an undefeated 32–0 season and 
the NCAA Division I National 
Championship in 2003. 

Young Golfer Shubham 
Jaglan Eyes Strong Comeback 

on PGTI, Asian Tour
NEW DELHI

After a year competing in the third-tier PGA 
Americas, 20-year-old Shubham Jaglan returns 
to India aiming to make an impact on the Profes-
sional Golf Tour of India (PGTI) and the Asian 
Tour. Since turning professional last July, Jaglan 
made the cut three times 
in nine PGA Americas 
outings, finishing tied 
third at the BioSteel 
Championship. The ex-
perience taught him how 
to manage consecutive 
tournaments, navigate 
tough courses, and com-
pete at a high standard 
— lessons he hopes to 
bring home to India.

“I want to put my learnings from PGA Ameri-
cas to use on the PGTI this season and also play 
on the Asian Tour. The level of the Asian Tour is 
definitely higher than what I’d get on PGA 
Americas, which is why I wanted to give it a go,” 
Jaglan said. The Panipat-born golfer finished sec-
ond in two PGTI events last year, including the 
season-ending Tata Open. He then secured his 
Asian Tour card by finishing 34th in the 
Q-School, joining fellow Indians Shaurya Bhat-
tacharya, Rashid Khan, and Ajeetesh Sandhu. 
Last month, he claimed the DP World PGTI 
Qualifying School title by a five-shot margin, 
earning a full season card.

Jaglan is currently competing in 72 The 
League, PGTI’s franchise-based tournament, 
held across Delhi-NCR with a six-team, match-
play format. He was the second-highest buy at 
the auction, joining Hyderabad-based Charminar 
Champions for ₹19 lakh. “Big money does bring 
added responsibility. 


