
Russian strikes kill 8 in Ukraine
WHEN PEACE ELUDES

KYIV 
 

Russian drone and missile at-
tacks on Ukraine overnight 
killed at least eight civilians, 
officials said Thursday, as 
Moscow’s 4½-year-long inva-
sion of its neighbor grinds on 
despite renewed appeals for a 
settlement at this week’s UN 
General Assembly. 

A strike on Ukraine’s north-
eastern Kharkiv region killed 
six agricultural workers and 
wounded 12 others, Interior 
Minister Ihor Vyhivskyi said. 
An attack on the capital Kyiv 
killed a man and a woman, he 
said, while officials in the 
southern port of Odesa also re-

ported a major bombardment.
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy appealed in a 
speech at the United Nations 
late Wednesday for countries 
to starve Russia of revenue 
through sanctions and trade 
bans, denying Moscow the 
money it needs to prolong the 
war. He and other leaders at 
previous UN general assem-
blies have sought to pressure 

Moscow into giving up its am-
bitions in Ukraine. 

But despite years of diplo-
matic efforts there is no sign of 
a breakthrough in ending a war 
that has had repercussions for 
the global food and energy 
supply, as well as severely 
straining relations between 
Russia and Western countries.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov repeated Moscow’s de-
mand for a comprehensive 
peace deal, not a temporary 
break in hostilities, following 
Ukraine’s call for a complete 
and unconditional ceasefire.

“We believe it’s necessary to 
seek peace, not a temporary 
truce,” he told reporters.

P9 P12P10I B CI B C
W   RLD NEWS

HHCC
Certified English Daily

India targets 
green energy 
exports from 

2028

Allu Arjun 
movie Raaka 
breaks global 

records

Jaishankar 
holds talks 

with European 
partners

www.ibcworldnews.comBENGALURU HUBBALLI MANGALURU MYSURU KALABURAGI

The Truth Speaks FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 25, 2026  VOL: 12  ISSUE: 071  PAGES 12  E2.00

chstatenews@gmail.com

It’s Centre’s duty to 
extend assistance: CM
With crop losses mounting and power pressures rising, K’taka will take an all-party 
delegation to Delhi and seek immediate central assistance for drought-hit regions.

BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Thursday said 
it was the Prime Minister's 
duty to provide assistance to 
the state as more than 200 ta-
luks were reeling under 
drought, crops had been dam-
aged, and the state was facing 
increasing shortages of power 
and water.

Speaking to reporters near 
his residence in Bengaluru, the 
Chief Minister said the state 
government was seeking Cen-
tral assistance to address the 
worsening drought situation.

“More than 200 taluks in 
Karnataka are reeling under 
drought, and farmers' crops 
have been destroyed. Power 
generation has declined, and 
the shortage of water has in-
creased. Therefore, it is the 
Prime Minister's duty to pro-
vide assistance to Karnataka,” 
he said.
All-party delegation to seek 
drought relief in Delhi
On the proposed visit of an 
all-party delegation to Delhi to 
seek drought relief, he said the 
delegation would meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi after 
securing an appointment. 
   “The all-party delegation will 
go to Delhi. We have sought an 
appointment with the Prime 
Minister. The Deputy Chief 
Minister has conducted an in-
depth study of the drought sit-
uation. Immediate interim re-
lief should be provided now, 
followed by a detailed assess-

ment of the drought and addi-
tional assistance,” he said.

He said the state would seek 
maximum interim assistance 
from the Centre as farmers 
faced crop losses and shortages 
of water and power.

He said the number of taluks 
declared drought-hit had 
crossed 200. He had earlier 
sought immediate financial as-
sistance from the Centre, in-
cluding Rs 1,852 crore as inter-
im relief. The state had also 
submitted a memorandum 
seeking Rs 3,705.3 crore for 
immediate measures in 101 
drought-declared taluks.

He expressed confidence that 
Opposition leaders and Mem-
bers of Parliament from the 
state would support Karnata-
ka's demand for relief.

The CM said the situation 

was serious, with power de-
mand reaching 20,000 MW. He 
claimed some states were pur-
chasing electricity at Rs 20-Rs 
23 per unit and said he had di-
rected the Power Department 
to protect consumers from the 
impact of high electricity costs.

He said the government had 
also convened a meeting with 
sugar factory owners and 
would ask them to supply elec-
tricity generated by their units 
to the government by restrict-
ing its sale elsewhere.

He further said coal stocks at 
thermal power plants had fallen 
to about one day and urged 
caution in managing the power 
situation. “The government is 
exploring the possibility of set-
ting up thermal power plants 
wherever feasible to address the 
power shortage,” he added.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar being honoured at a farmers' felicitation ceremony in Chitradurga on Thursday.
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Finance Dept’s advice not political issue: CM
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar on Thursday dismissed the BJP’s protest over a Finance 

Department warning about Karnataka’s financial situation. Shivakumar said issuing such 
cautions was part of the department’s routine responsibility and had been done under 
previous governments as well. He said the drought could create financial difficulties for 
both Karnataka and the country, and the issue should not be politicised. Responding to 

the BJP’s demand for his resignation, Shivakumar said, “They want my resignation. Okay, 
let them have it.” He said he would seek Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s appointment to 

press for drought relief as more than 200 taluks face drought conditions.

DKS seeks fresh SIR, CEC resignation
Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Thursday demanded Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation and called for scrapping the 

ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. Shivakumar alleged 
the exercise could affect the voting rights of ordinary citizens, particularly illit-

erate and disadvantaged sections. Referring to Forms 6, 7 and 8, he sought a 
fresh revision of electoral data and a comprehensive review of the process. He 

also called for the issue to be discussed in Parliament, saying every eligible  
citizen should be allowed to exercise their right to vote.

KARNATAKA DROUGHT Oppn to move Parliament 
motion to remove CEC 

A notice submitted by 
Opposition MPs on April 

24 seeking CEC’s 
removal is pending in 

the Rajya Sabha. A 
fresh notice will be 

submitted amid latest 
revelations related to 

dissent within poll body.

NEW DELHI
 

The Opposition is likely to 
submit a fresh notice seeking 
the removal of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar 
in both the Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha amid allegations of 
irregularities in the functioning 
of the Election Commission 
and the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elector-
al rolls.

This would be the third such 
notice against Gyanesh Kumar. 
A previous notice signed by 73 
Opposition MPs submitted in 
the Rajya Sabha on April 24 is 
still pending, and the Opposi-
tion may withdraw it to make 
way for a fresh notice incorpo-
rating the latest allegations.

The new notice is currently 
being drafted and will be vet-
ted by legal experts before be-
ing submitted in both Houses 
of Parliament, most likely next 
week, PTI reported.

I.N.D.I.A. bloc allies are 
working together on the fresh 
notice, and it is a collective ef-
fort, added the report.

The latest move follows a 
report by The Indian Express, 
which said Election Commis-
sioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi had, on at least 
14 occasions over the past 10 
months, recorded objections to 
decisions and orders that they 
said were issued without their 
knowledge. This was despite 
the nationwide rollout of the 
SIR being overseen by the full 
commission.

According to the report, the 
objections raised by the two 
commissioners related to 
changes made to the statutory 
voter registration Form 6, the 
process of adding and deleting 
names from electoral rolls, and 

the centralised control of the 
electoral roll database.

The Election Commission, 
which has faced scrutiny over 
the concerns raised by the two 
commissioners regarding the 
SIR process, on Wednesday 
said differences in views and 
observations were a normal 
part of deliberations in any in-
stitution. It maintained that all 
its orders have full legal sanc-
tion and are issued in accor-
dance with established statuto-
ry procedures.

ECI row
• 14: Reported objections by two ECs

• 10 months: Period covered

• 2: Commissioners named

• 3: Members of the ECI

• Sept 29: Scheduled CWC meeting

As per reports, this marks the third parliamentary attempt by the opposition to  
initiate removal proceedings against CEC Gyanesh Kumar.

Third attempt

The joint opposition notice is currently being drafted and vetted by legal experts, 
with submission expected within the next couple of week.

Timeline

The renewed push follows recent investigative media reports detailing internal dissent & ob-
jections among EC members regarding the SIR of electoral rolls & administrative handling.

Catalyst

Alongside the parliamentary notice, the Congress has directed its state units to or-
ganise protests outside regional Election Commission offices.

Protests

DETAILS OF THE MOVE

ECI’s response
The Election Commission has rejected 
reports suggesting that SIR decisions 
reflected internal disagreement. ECI of-
ficials said all decisions, including those 
concerning electoral-roll revision, were 
taken unanimously with the approval 
of Chief Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and Election Commission-
ers Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek 
Joshi. The clarification came amid re-
ports that the two Election Commis-
sioners had raised objections to several 
decisions over the past 10 months.

Resign in 48 hrs or face stir:  
CJP ultimatum to CEC

Who ensured legal protection  
for CEC, asks Priyank

New delhi: The Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) 
on Thursday said Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
should resign from his 
post within 48 hours for 
the alleged irregularities 
in the EC and the SIR, 
else they will launch a 
nationwide protest. CJP 
founder Abhijeet Dipke, speaking to reporters 
in Delhi, said that Gyanesh Kumar is the “big-
gest anti-national in the country”.

Accusing Gyanesh Kumar of deleting voters 
from the electoral rolls “intentionally” at the 
behest of the BJP, the CJP said the EC has been 
working to bulldoze the Opposition in all states. 
“The real force behind the BJP’s electoral vic-
tories is CEC Gyanesh Kumar. He is the real 
hero of the BJP’s performance. BJP’s votes in 
Maharashtra, West Bengal, Haryana, Assam and 
other States have increased after Kumar’s ap-
pointment,” Dipke alleged.

The CJP had cancelled its programmes sched-
uled for Thursday and said its leadership would 
address a press conference in Delhi on the “hi-
jacking of India’s democracy”.

This came after a report on Wednesday that 
Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi had formally objected at least 
14 times over the past 10 months to decisions 
and orders of the Election Commission, includ-
ing on addition, deletion and restoration of vot-
ers and changes to the voter registration process 
during the SIR of electoral rolls. The Opposi-
tion has demanded the scrapping of SIR and the 
impeachment of Gyanesh Kumar.

New delhi:
Karnataka Min-
ister Priyank 
Kharge ques-
tioned the insti-
tutional framework governing the 
Election Commission amid a row 
over the SIR.
   He said Election Commissioners 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek 
Joshi had reportedly raised objec-
tions at least 14 times over 10 months regard-
ing decisions and orders related to electoral-roll 
procedures and SIR. He questioned whether 
focusing on Chief Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar alone would address wider con-
cerns about the functioning and structure of the 
poll panel.  “Who designed the system, who 
concentrated the power and who ensured that 
the Chief Election Commissioner received le-
gal protection from civil or criminal proceed-
ings for acts done in the discharge of their of-
ficial duties?” Priyank asked in an X post.
  Priyank alleged that institutional changes had 
concentrated authority and questioned the ac-
countability mechanisms applicable to senior 
election officials. He also alleged that demo-
cratic institutions had been weakened and said 
accountability should extend beyond individu-
al officials.    The Election Commission, how-
ever, said all its decisions, including those con-
cerning SIR, were taken unanimously with the 
approval of all three commissioners.
  Former Election Commissioner OP Rawat 
said the three-member commission functions 
through consensus or majority decision-mak-
ing. He also said completed elections cannot 
simply be cancelled retrospectively.

CJP’s 3 demands
Resignation of Gyanesh Ku-
mar and initiating criminal 
proceedings against him.

Rolling back of the pre-SIR 
voter list (January 2025).

Repealing the 2023 law on 
appointment of the Elec-

tion Commissioners.

Who designed the system, who 
concentrated the power and who 

ensured that the Chief Election Com-
missioner received legal protection?

— Priyank Kharge, Home Minister

9 killed as bus catches 
fire in Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA
 

Nine people were killed and 
many injured after a sleeper 
bus caught fire on the Yamuna 
Expressway in Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh, in the early 
hours of Thursday.

The incident took place 
near the 33-km milestone un-
der the Jewar Police Station 
area.

According to PTI, the bus 
was headed to Bihar from 
Delhi. The report said the 
Gautam Buddh Nagar police 
PRO confirmed that nine peo-
ple had perished in the blaze.

Passengers described the 
scene inside the bus after the 
fire was noticed and smoke 
filled the vehicle. A passenger 
told ANI that he was asleep 
when someone woke him up 
and alerted him to the fire. He 
said the fire was in the front 
protion of the bus and there 
was smoke all around. He 
said he somehow managed to 
get down.
CM extended condolences
CM Yogi Adityanath took 
cognisance of the incident and 
extended his condolences to 
the families of those who died 
in the fire. He directed offi-
cials to ensure proper treat-
ment for the injured and to 
provide all possible assistance 
to the families of the deceased 
after communicating with 
them, according to an official 
statement.

NA Haris elected as 
president of Karnataka 

Minority Legislators Forum

BENGALURU: Shantinagar MLA and Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) Chairman NA Haris has been  
officially elected as the President of the Karnataka Minority  
Legislators Forum. 

NA Haris was elected as President during a meeting of the 
Karnataka Minority Legislators Forum held under the leader-
ship of Minister U.T. Khader at a private hotel in Bengaluru. 

MLA Yasir Pathan has been elected as the General Secretary 
of the Forum, and Balkis Banu as the Joint Secretary. The Fo-
rum will work towards uniting elected representatives of the 
minority community and effec-
tively bringing key community 
issues, development, education, 
employment, and matters relat-
ed to social and economic 
progress to the attention of the 
government.

Rajya Sabha Member Man-
soor Ali Khan, Minister Riz-
wan Arshad, MLAs Rahim 
Khan, Iqbal Hussain, and several other legislators and key lead-
ers were present at the meeting. N.A. Haris was congratulated 
at the meeting on his election as the Forum's President. 

Haris said "being elected as the President of the Karnataka 
Minority Legislators Forum is both an honor and a signifi-
cant responsibility for me. I will make a sincere effort to 
effectively bring issues related to the community's problems, 
rights, and development to the government's attention. 
Through this forum, I will be a voice for inclusive equality, 
social justice, and all-round development. Heartfelt thanks 
to all the MLAs and senior leaders who placed their trust in 
me and entrusted me with this responsibility."

Jharkhand 
minister’s daughter 

among 4 killed as 
car rams into truck 

JAMSHEDPUR: Four peo-
ple, including the daughter of 
Jharkhand Rural Development 
Minister Deepika Pandey Singh, 
Trisha, were killed in an accident 
after their car rammed into a sta-
tionary truck on Marine Drive Road, 
under the Sonari police station 
area in Jamshedpur city on Thurs-
day. "At least four people, including 
Rural Development and Pancha-
yati Raj Minister Dipika Pandey 
Singh's daughter Trisha Singh, 
have been killed... The others have 
been identified as Sarthak Agar-
wal, Naman Gupta and Vanshi-
ka Khandelwal," said the Sonari 
police station officer-in-charge 
Sanjay Suman. Visuals from the 
location show that the impact left 
the car severely damaged, with its 
upper portion crushed and the ve-
hicle wedged under the truck; all 
four were trapped inside the car. 
The stationary truck was parked 
near the divider after it broke 
down, allegedly without any vis-
ible reflector warning signs. Their 
bodies were taken out using a 
gas cutter to cut through the 
damaged car, they were sent to 
MGM Medical College and Hos-
pital for post-mortem. Jharkhand 
Chief Minister Hemant Soren 
expressed condolences over the 
incident. In a post on the social 
media platform X, Soren said 
the incident has left his heart  

profoundly grieved.

Through this forum, I will be 
a voice for inclusive equality, 

social justice, and all-round devel-
opment. Heartfelt thanks to all the 
MLAs and senior leaders who 
placed their trust in me. 
 
-NA Haris, MLA and BDA chairman
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Karnatak milk unions push for Nandini milk price hike
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Amid severe agrarian distress 
brought on by prolonged dry 
spells, Karnataka’s cooperative 
milk unions have formally peti-
tioned the state government for 
a substantial ₹8 to ₹10 per litre 
increase in both the procure-
ment and retail selling prices of 
popular “Nandini” milk. 

The push for a price revision 
has gained strong momentum, 
with milk federation leaders and 
legislators raising the issue di-
rectly inside the Legislative As-
sembly. Dairy representatives 
argue that soaring input expens-
es, mounting maintenance over-
heads, and the crippling impact 
of drought conditions have 
pushed rural farming families to 
the brink, necessitating urgent 

administrative intervention to 
safeguard the state’s cooperative 
dairy network. 

Presenting the rationale be-
hind the price hike, delegations 
from various district milk uni 
ons pointed out that dairy farm-
ing has grown increasingly un-
viable due to continuous escala-
tions in cattle maintenance 
costs. High-grade cattle feed 
like “Nandini Gold” now costs 
around ₹23,950 per tonne, while 
specialized “Nandini Bypass” fe 
ed stands at ₹26,350 per tonne. 
Furthermore, widespread 
drought conditions have severe-
ly depleted agricultural crop 
yields, causing green and dry 
fodder availability to plummet 
while market prices surge. 

Union representat ives 
stressed that Karnataka’s coop-

erative societies currently pro-
cure toned milk from farmers at 
₹35 per litre—significantly low-
er than neighboring states where 
procurement prices hover betwe 
en ₹41 and ₹42 per litre (such as 
Andhra Pradesh at ₹41.50, Ker-
ala at ₹41.80, and Tamil Nadu at 
₹42.24). Consequently, Karna-
taka’s retail milk prices remain 
at least ₹12 per litre cheaper 
than those in surrounding re-
gions, leaving local coopera-
tives vulnerable to aggressive 
procurement competition from 
private dairies. 

An analysis of the financial 
health of Karnataka’s sixteen 
co operative milk unions be-
tween April and July high-
lights a mix ed economic land-
scape. While eleven unions 
managed to post net profits—

led by Bengaluru (BAMUL) 
with ₹15.73 crore, Hassan 
with ₹11.72 crore, Mandya 
(Manmul) with ₹10.69 crore, 
and Shimoga with ₹9.22 
crore—five major unions incur 
red notable losses. These in-
cluded Chikkaballapur (₹11.88 
crore loss), Kolar (KOMUL) 
(₹5.48 crore loss), alongside 
smaller deficits in Vijayapura- 
Baga lkote, Raichur-Bel-
lari-Koppal, Haveri, and Kala-
buragi unions.

A central point of contention 
among union heads, including 
Hassan Milk Union Chairman 
H.D. Revanna, is how revenue 
generated from any potential 
price hike should be distribut-
ed. Past revisions mandated 
passing the entire financial 
benefit directly to farmers. 

REWRITING NANDINI PRICES

Driver associations 
challenge HC bike  
taxi verdict in SC 

Bengaluru moderate AQI, poor air in 4 cities

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Five major auto and  

taxi driver associations  
in Karnataka have  

approached the Supreme 
Court to challenge the 

High Court’s verdict  
permitting bike taxis in  
the state. The petition  
argues that the High 

Court’s January 23  
directive—which ordered 

the state to consider  
registering motorcycles  
as contract carriages— 

infringes upon state  
transport policy powers 

and favors corporate  
aggregators. Representing 
groups like the Nadaprab-

hu Kempegowda Auto 
Drivers’ Association and 
the Greater Bengaluru 

Drivers’ Association, the 
petition highlights that 
bike taxis threaten the 
livelihoods of approxi-

mately 1.5 lakh regulated 
auto and taxi operators in 
Bengaluru. Furthermore, 
the appeal cites safety 

concerns, regulatory  
disparities, and a 2019  

expert committee report 
opposing bike taxis due  
to traffic and pollution 

risks. A detailed hearing  
on a separate state  
government appeal 

against the verdict is still 
pending in the Supreme 

Court.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 

Driven by monsoon rains and 
cool winds across Karnataka, 
the state’s air quality remains 
largely in the ‘Good’ to ‘Mod-
erate’ range, though traffic con-
gestion and construction dust 
have pus hed a few urban cen-
ters into the ‘Poor’ category. 

Bengaluru’s average Air Quali-
ty Index (AQI) stands at 72 to 
75 (Moderate). While green 
sanctuaries like Cubbon Park 
and Lalbagh maintain clean air, 
heavier traffic corridors like 
Peenya, BTM Layout, Mysore 
Road have seen AQI readings 
approach the mark of 100. 
Heavy rainfall in hilly and 

coastal districts like Shivamog-
ga, Chikkamagaluru, and Koda-
gu has kept pollution levels 
extremely low, recording 
‘Good’ AQI levels below 50. 
Hubballi, Mangaluru, Vijayapu-
ra, and Bidar slipped into the 
‘Poor’ category (AQI 112–116) 
due to vehicular emissions and 
roadwork dust. 

If the selling price is 
raised and the entire 

amount is passed exclusively to 
farmers without supporting union 
expenses, district milk unions will 
face massive monthly losses.

- Cooperative Dairy 
Representatives

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a blistering critique deliv-
ered during the high-voltage 
Legislative Assembly debate 
on the severe statewide 
drought crisis, Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party MLA and former min-
ister V. Sunil Kumar launched 
a scathing verbal assault on the 
ruling Congress administra-
tion, accusing it of financial 
bankruptcy, administrative ap-
athy, and an absolute betrayal 
of the farming community.

Opening his remarks with a 
sharp rhetorical challenge, Ku-
mar asserted that the state’s 
leadership has completely lost 
touch with ground realities. 
“Let the thirty ministers look at 
their faces in a large mirror; 
then they will realize what they 
have achieved in these hundred 
days,” he declared, mocking the 
administration’s commemora-
tive milestones while rural dis-
tricts burn under acute water 
scarcity and crop failures.

Kumar categorized the cur-
rent administration not as a 
pro-farmer government, but as 
a “real estate government” fo-
cused entirely on commercial 
syndicates and business maneu-
vers rather than the welfare of 
the Annadatas (food providers). 
He criticized the executive ma-
chinery for failing to deploy 
timely precautionary measures 
ahead of the monsoon deficit, 
noting that while farming fam-
ilies face mounting debts, migra 
tion, and tragic distress suici 
des, the government has resort-
ed to hollow gimmicks and hig 

h-profile publicity campaigns.
Drawing sharp comparisons 

with neighboring states, Kumar 
pointed out that Tamil Nadu 
acted decisively by establishing 
specialized drought commit-
tees, enacting robust legal 
frameworks for lake and 
water management, and 
proactively identifying 
twelve distr icts  as 
drought-affected to secure 
legal protections regard-
ing river water sharing. In 
contrast, he argued, Karnataka’s 
leadership was preoccupied 
with internal political maneu-
vers and leadership transitions 
in New Delhi while impending 
weather warnings went unheed-
ed three months prior.

Casting doubt on the state’s 
fiscal health, Kumar warned 
against the distribution of emp-
ty assurances and unbacked fi-
nancial promises. “Do not hand 
out blank cheques. Your ac-

count has a zero bal-
ance. The people will 
drive you out of town,” 
he cautioned the trea-

sury benches. He maintained 
that the state treasury lacks the 
necessary liquidity to provide 
immediate relief or sustain 
drinking water initiatives across 
parched taluks, rendering the 
administration entirely hollow.

Furthermore, Kumar trained 
his guns on state-funded agri-
cultural universities and spe-
cialized research institutions, 
questioning their utility during 
times of acute agrarian crisis. 

Describing them as expensive 
“white elephants” sustained by 
public grants from both state 
and central coffers, he chal-
lenged the government to cite a 
single tangible benefit delivered 
to struggling cultivators. “If 
they offer no utility to farm-
ers—and failed to provide ad-
vice even during a drought—
then what is the purpose of 
having a research center? Just as 
you are attempting to shut down 
public service commissions, 
you might as well close down 
these agricultural research cen-
ters,” he stated forcefully.

Concluding his sharp cri-
tique, the legislator asserted that 
flying around in helicopters and 
broadcasting sentimental rheto-
ric cannot substitute for con-
crete financial commitment and 
administrative accountability, 
urging the cabinet to drop its 
celebratory posture and face the 
reality of a parched countryside.

MLA Sunil slams state over 
drought, zero balance treasury

BJP MLA V. Sunil Kumar launched a blistering critique against the 
ruling Congress over the drought crisis.

Opposition 
demands 

immediate relief
With mounting pres-
sure from lawmakers 
threatening resigna-

tions over delayed 
drought relief notifi-
cations, the debate 

exposed deep political 
fault lines regarding 

rural management and 
fiscal priorities.

n �Drought Management Failures: 
Kumar criticized the govern-
ment for delaying drought 
declarations, contrasting 
Karnataka’s response with 
neighboring Tamil Nadu’s 
proactive formation of drought 
committees.

n �Criticism of Leadership: He 
slammed the Chief Minister’s 
aerial tours in helicopters and 
accused cabinet ministers of 
neglecting rural constituencies 
instead of engaging with dis-
tressed farmers and local MLAs.

Key highlights
n �Agricultural Research Audit: 

Questioning the utility of 
state-funded agricultural 
universities and research 
centers, he demanded 
accountability regarding 
practical advisory support 
extended during dry spells.

n �Financial Standing: Warning 
against issuing empty 
assurances or “blank 
cheques,” he asserted that 
the administration lacks 
funds to effectively combat 
the drought crisis.

Merely playing songs 
and flying around in 

helicopters won’t solve the 
problem. This government 
prioritizes real estate and 
business while farmers face 
severe distress.

- Sunil Kumar,  BJP MLA 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major administrative 
crackdown on financial crimes 
and organized white-collar syn-
dicates, the state government 
has officially constituted a spe-
cialized Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to aggressively 
track, register, and 
prosecute complex 
insurance fraud 
networks operat-
ing across Kar-
nataka.

The high- 
level enforce-
ment initiative 
comes in direct 
compliance with 
binding Supreme 
Court directives. 
Following formal delib-
erations, the state Home 
Department issued a compre-
hensive administrative notifica-
tion establishing the dedicated 
investigative framework. The 
primary mandate of the newly 
formed SIT is to scrutinize, 
register, and thoroughly inves-
tigate every complaint con-
cerning fabricated accident re-
ports, fraudulent health and 
vehicle claims, and systematic 
financial swindling targeted at 
insurance institutions.

To ensure swift and decisive 
action, the specialized unit will 
be led by the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (DIGP) for 
Crime and Technical Research 
Services (CTRS) based in Ben-
galuru. The multidisciplinary 
core team features seasoned 
law enforcement officers, in-
cluding a Superintendent of 
Police from the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID), 
a Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, and three experienced 
Police Inspectors. Overall op-
erational oversight and strate-
gic direction will be managed 

directly by the Additional Di-
rector General of Police for 
Law and Order at the Bengalu-
ru Police Headquarters.

In a significant legal empow-
erment, the state government 
has officially designated the 
SIT headquarters as a formal 

‘Police Station’ with 
sweeping jurisdic-

tion spanning the 
entire geograph-

ical territory of 
Karna taka , 
operating un-
der Section 
2(1)(u) of 
the Bharatiya 
N a g a r i k 

Suraksha San-
hita (BNSS), 

2023. This unique 
status grants investi-

gating officers full stat-
utory authority to inde-

pendently file First Information 
Reports, conduct intensive field 
inquiries, and submit final judi-
cial charge sheets and reports 
directly to competent courts 
under Section 193 of the 
BNSS.

Under the new operational 
protocol, all pending and in-
coming complaints regarding 
fraudulent insurance claims 
across the state will be system-
atically centralized and trans-
ferred by the Director General 
and Inspector General of Police 
(DG & IGP) directly to the 
SIT. 

Furthermore, the administra-
tive order mandates that com-
prehensive progress reports 
detailing investigative mile-
stones and asset recoveries 
must be submitted periodically 
to the state government 
through the office of the DG & 
IGP, ensuring strict account-
ability and transparency as the 
special unit goes after orga-
nized insurance scamsters.

CTRS-DIGP to head 
insurance fraud SIT

Karnataka 
formed a 

specialized Special 
Investigation Team to 

crack down on 
organized insurance 

fraud networks 
statewide, operating 

directly under 
Supreme Court 

directives.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The inter-state Cauvery water 
dispute flared up once more as 
the Cauvery Water Regulation 
Committee (CWRC), during 
its crucial deliberation in New 
Delhi chaired by Vineet Gup-
ta, issued a contentious direc-
tive requiring the Karnataka 
government to sustain daily 
releases of 4,000 cusecs of 
water downstream to Tamil 
Nadu over a successive fif-
teen-day period.

This ruling has intensified 
political and social outrage 
across Karnataka, arriving at a 
juncture when the state itself is 
reeling from an acute hydro-
logical drought, severely de-
pleted reservoir storage levels, 
and widespread crop failures.

Reacting swiftly to the com-
mittee’s recommendation, 
state leaders expressed pro-
found dismay, emphasizing 
that the formula fails to reflect 
ground realities. Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar as-
serted that reservoir inflows 
into the Cauvery basin have 
plummeted dramatically due 
to a deficient southwest mon-
soon. Highlighting that upper 
riparian districts are strug-
gling to secure adequate 
drinking water for local popu-
lations, the state administra-
tion announced plans to for-
mally contest the recommen-
dation through legal channels. 
Meanwhile, parallel judicial 

proceedings have been ad-
vancing before the Supreme 
Court .  Tamil  Nadu ap-
proached the apex court seek-
ing mandatory enforcement of 
cumulative water deficits and 
higher proportional alloca-
tions to support its agricultur-
al delta requirements. 

During recent hearings, the 
Supreme Court directed Kar-
nataka to submit a formal affi-
davit responding to neighbor-
ing petitions within a week, 
while instructing that existing 
regulatory compliance mecha-
nisms remain active pending 
further judicial review. 

Legal counsels representing 
Karnataka have consistently 
underscored before both the 
judicial benches and regulato-
ry authorities that the state is 
operating under extreme dis-
tress constraints. Officials 
pointed out that scores of ta-
luks across the Cauvery basin 
have been officially declared 
drought-hit, rendering the re-
maining storage in reservoirs 
such as Krishnarajasagara 
(KRS) and Kabini critical for 
essential municipal consump-
tion. 

Conversely, Tamil Nadu 
maintains that its farming 
community faces immense 
economic peril regarding 
long-term crop sustenance, 
arguing that upper riparian 
states must adhere strictly to 
proportional distress-sharing 
formulas. As regulatory bod-

ies attempt to balance compet-
ing demands amidst erratic 
meteorological cycles, the 
escalating friction highlights 

the persistent vulnerability of 
peninsular river basins to cli-
mate anomalies and prolonged 
dry spells. 

CWRC directs K’taka to release 4k cusecs to TN

Escalating legal 
and political 

tensions
With statutory bodies 

continuing to man-
date water releases 
despite low storage 
levels in key Cauv-

ery basin reservoirs, 
political leaders in 

Karnataka have crit-
icized the oversight 
of ground realities 

by central regulatory 
panels.

CWRC ordered 
Karnataka to release 

4,000 cusecs to Tamil 
Nadu, triggering 

outrage amid severe 
statewide drought. 

n �Regulatory Directive: The 
CWRC panel mandated the 
continued quantum discharge, 
ignoring ground reports high 
lighting severe depletion levels 
in Karnataka’s river basin 
reservoirs.

n �Legal Battles: Concurrently, the 
Supreme Court directed Kar-
nataka to comply with ongoing 
Cauvery Water Management 
Authority (CWMA) directives, 
instructed the state to file affida 
vits addressing Tamil Nadu’s 
shortfall claims within a week, 
and adjourned hearings to 
October 12.

n �State Counter-Stance: Karnata-
ka legal teams continue to em 
phasize the acute distress and 
deficit monsoon realities facing 
local farmers, arguing against 
unviable water-sharing obliga-
tions during drought years.

Key highlights

n �Daily Procurement and  
Sales: Across 16 functioning 
milk unions, Karnataka  
handles an average daily  
milk procurement of 1.04 crore 
litres, with daily sales of milk 
and curd touching 62.48 lakh 
litres via more than 15,000 
producer associations repre-
senting over 25 lakh farming 
families.

n �Profit and Loss Breakdown: 
Financial audits across 16 
unions between April and July 
revealed that 11 unions are 
in profit (including Bamul with 
₹15.73 crore, Hassan with 
₹11.72 crore, and Mandya Man-
mul with ₹10.69 crore), while 5 
unions incurred losses (such as 
Chikkaballapur with ₹11.88 crore 
and Kolar with ₹5.48 crore).

n �Comparative Procure-
ment Rates: Karnataka 
currently procures milk  
from farmers at ₹35  
per litre— significantly  
lower than neighboring 
states like Andhra  
Pradesh (₹41.5), Kerala 
(₹41.8), Maharashtra  
(₹41), and Tamil Nadu 
(₹42.24).

The milk unions’ financial report and demands

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major escalation of its on-
going crackdown on organized 
white-collar crime, the Karnata-
ka government is actively con-
sidering invoking stringent 
charges of “intent to murder” 
against individuals and syndi-
cates manufacturing and distrib-
uting counterfeit medicines, 
treating the illegal trade as a di-
rect assault on human life.

The stern policy shift comes 
as a specialized Special Investi-
gation Team intensifies its 
multi-agency probe into the 
criminal networks flooding lo-
cal markets with fake pharma-
ceuticals. Investigators are ag-
gressively mapping the entire 
operational footprint, targeting 
kingpins, distributors, and facil-
itators who enable the supply 
chains. To dismantle the finan-

cial foundations of these illicit 
operations, the state administra-
tion has established close coor-
dination channels between the 
Karnataka State Police, the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), and the Commercial 
Taxes Department to track hid-
den assets, tax evasions, and 
money laundering trails linked 
to the counterfeit drug mafia.

In tandem with the state’s ag-
gressive legal offensive, the 
Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization (CDSCO) has in-
troduced sweeping new nation-
wide regulatory guidelines tar-
geting medical practitioners, 
retail pharmacists, and health-
care institutions to eliminate 
counterfeit distribution channels 
and curb widespread medication 
misuse. Under the newly man-
dated protocols, medical doctors 
have been formally instructed to 

exercise extreme caution when 
prescribing critical pharmaceu-
ticals, restricting heavy painkill-
ers and broad-spectrum antibi-
otics strictly to cases of absolute 
clinical necessity. Physicians 
must now prescribe these med-
ications at lower doses and for 
shorter durations, carefully eval-
uating each patient’s age, under-
lying medical history, and con-
current drug regimens while 
strictly avoiding unnecessary 
therapeutic combinations.

Concurrently, retail pharma-
cists and medical stores face 
rigid enforcement measures re-
garding prescription compli-
ance. Pharmacies are explicitly 
barred from dispensing pre-
scription drugs, specialized ton-
ics, and restricted formulations 
without valid, dated orders from 
registered medical practitioners. 

‘Intent to murder’ charges for 
counterfeit meds rackets: CDSCO
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E550 cr sought before Anubhava Mantapa inauguration
BELAGAVI

 
Jagatika Lingayat Mahasabha 
National General Secretary 
S.M. Jamdar has urged the 
Karnataka government not to 
rush the inauguration of the 
new Anubhava Mantapa in 
Basavakalyan until all major 
works are completed.Jamdar 
said around ₹550 crore was 
required to complete the 
pending works. He was re-
sponding to Minister Eshwar 
Khandre’s statement that the 
Anubhava Mantapa could be 
inaugurated in April.

Jamdar said the buildings 
taken up through tenders had 
an estimated cost of ₹640 

crore, while the revised esti-
mate for completing the core 
works had reached ₹740 
crore. He said the previous 
BJP government had released 
₹200 crore and the Congress 
government had released 
₹250 crore so far. He urged 
the government to release the 

remaining funds before hold-
ing the inauguration.He also 
said approval was yet to be 
given for facilities including 
pilgrim accommodation, a 
Dasoha hall and parking. 
“The building should not be 
inaugurated merely after a 
coat of paint,” he said, stress-

ing that the core infrastructure 
should be ready first.Jamdar 
said a book titled What Next 
After the Completion of the 
New Anubhava Mantapa 
Building? had been released, 
outlining programmes that 
could be conducted at the 
complex. He said the govern-
ment should retain control of 
the Anubhava Mantapa and it 
should not be handed over to 
a private organisation or mon-
astery.He proposed regular 
Dasoha services and pro-
grammes on Basava’s philos-
ophy, including Vachana stud-
ies, democratic education, 
dignity of labour, gender 
equality and the eradication of 

caste discrimination. He also 
called for a non-partisan com-
mittee involving seers and 
representatives of various or-
ganisations to oversee such 
activities.On the proposed 
caste census, Jamdar said his 
organisation would conduct 
awareness programmes on 
Lingayat traditions and prac-
tices in Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, Telangana and Kerala. He 
also commented on the pro-
posed Basava Bharata Abhi-
yana in Bengaluru, saying his 
organisation supported taking 
Basavanna’s message nation-
ally but would oppose any at-
tempt to alter or add political 
ideology to his philosophy.

ESCALATED PROJECT COSTS

Horatti mourns 
psychiatrist Dr. Anand 

Pandurangi

Gadag orders weapon 
deposit, invites 

applications

Gadag KDP 
progress meeting 

postponed

Hubballi
Former Legislative 

Council Chairman Ba-
savaraj Horatti ex-

pressed grief over the 
passing of renowned 

psychiatrist Dr. Anand 
Pandurangi, who was 
widely known for his 
decades of service in 

North Karnataka. Horat-
ti said Dr. Pandurangi 

made significant contri-
butions to mental 

healthcare through 
medical treatment, 

public awareness pro-
grammes and commu-
nity-based initiatives. 
His approach focused 

not only on treating pa-
tients but also on un-

derstanding their family 
circumstances and pro-

viding personal guid-
ance. Dr. Pandurangi 
played an important 

role in creating aware-
ness about mental 

health in society and 
guided thousands of pa-

tients and their families. 
He was honoured with the 

Avva Award by the Avva 
Seva Trust in 2011 for his 
selfless medical service. 
Paying tribute to the late 
psychiatrist, Horatti said 

his death was a loss to the 
medical and social sectors. 
He expressed condolences 
to Dr. Pandurangi’s family, 
patients, colleagues and 
well-wishers and prayed 
for strength for everyone 

affected by the loss.

GADAG
 

The quarterly KDP progress 
review meeting scheduled 

for September 28 at 11 a.m. 
at the Zilla Panchayat Hall 
has been postponed due to 

the enforcement of the 
Model Code of Conduct for 
the Karnataka West Gradu-
ates’ Constituency biennial 
election. The meeting was 
scheduled under the chair-
manship of Basavaraj Ra-

yareddy, Minister for Higher 
Education and Gadag dis-

trict in-charge Minister. Zilla 
Panchayat Chief Executive 

Officer Mukul Jain an-
nounced the postponement. 
The meeting will be held on 
another date after the elec-

tion process, and a fresh 
schedule will be communi-

cated to officials con-
cerned. Authorities have ad-

vised departments to take 
note of the revised arrange-

ments.

Gadag
Authorities have ordered 

all licensed weapon hold-
ers in Gadag district to de-
posit their firearms at local 
police stations or author-
ised dealers following the 

announcement of the Kar-
nataka West Graduates’ 

Constituency election. The 
move aims to ensure 

peaceful and orderly poll-
ing. Persons seeking ex-
emption for security rea-

sons must apply within sev-
en days with valid grounds. 
Police officials will forward 
applications with recom-

mendations to the District 
Superintendent of Police. 
Meanwhile, the Minority 

Welfare Department has in-
vited applications through 
Seva Sindhu for monthly 

honorariums during 2026-
27 for Jain priests, Buddhist 

Dhammacharis and Sikh 
Granthis.

VTU governing council declines E250 crore request
This request drew attention because VTU currently holds approximately 610 crore rupees in its treasury
BELAGAVI

 
The Karnataka government 
has sought ₹250 cr from the 
Visvesvaraya Technological 
University (VTU) treasury for 
the development of Universi-
ty Visvesvaraya College of 
Engineering (UVCE) in Ben-
galuru. The request has drawn 
attention as VTU currently 
holds around ₹610 cr in its 
treasury.

Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh reportedly wrote to 
VTU Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Vidyashankar seeking the re-
lease of the funds for UVCE, 
which is owned by the state 
government. However, the 
VTU Governing Council has 

politely declined the request.
The development has trig-

gered discussions within uni-
versity circles, particularly 
over the financial relationship 
between the state government 
and VTU. The issue has also 
gained significance as the BJP 
has been demanding a white 
paper on the university’s ₹610 
crore corpus and its utilisa-
tion.

The ₹610 crore corpus is 
linked to an Income Tax De-
partment raid on VTU in 
2014. The department had 
seized around ₹400 cr over 
tax-related issues, including 
the university’s failure to ob-
tain 12-A registration required 
for certain tax exemptions. 

After VTU submitted the re-
quired documents and the 
matter was resolved, around 
₹610 cr, including interest, 
was recovered by the univer-
sity. 

VTU is reportedly still due 
around ₹90 cr from the In-
come Tax Department.

Following the recovery, 
VTU placed nearly ₹500 cr in 
fixed deposits. According to 
the report, Vice-Chancellor 
Prof.  Vidyashankar has 
planned to use the interest 
earned from these deposits to 
meet staff salary requirements 
for the next 10 years.

The strategy is aimed at 
making VTU financially 
self-reliant, particularly if the 
government does not provide 
adequate financial support for 
salaries.

 The latest request for ₹250 
crore has therefore raised 
questions over the future use 
of VTU’s accumulated funds 
and the university’s financial 
independence.

n �Controversy: BJP demands white paper on VTU’s ₹610 crore corpus.

n �Origin: Funds trace back to a 2014 IT raid and tax recovery.

n �Assets: VTU placed nearly ₹500 crore in fixed deposits.

n �Plan: VC aims to fund salaries using deposit interest.

n �Goal: Strategy targets long-term financial self-reliance.

n �Conflict: Recent ₹250 crore govt request sparks debate.

At a Glance

Honnavar schoolchildren forced to fetch water
HONNAVAR

 
Children at a government pri-
mary school in Hodike Shiru-
ru village of Honnavar taluk, 
Uttara Kannada district, have 
been forced to carry water 
from a well about 100 feet 
away after the school’s water 
supply was disrupted.

Videos and photographs 
showing young students car-
rying buckets of water to the 
school have gone viral on so-
cial media, triggering criti-
cism from parents and local 
residents. The water is report-
edly being used for drinking 
and toilets.

Parents have raised con-

cerns over poor sanitation, 
inadequate facilities and the 
safety of children at the 
school. They alleged that stu-
dents are being made to per-
form work instead of concen-
trating on their studies. Con-
cerns have also been raised 
about the conditions in which 
the midday meal is served.

Locals claimed that the 
school building is in poor 
condition, with the roof re-
portedly getting damaged 

during strong winds and rain. 
They also alleged that class-
rooms are not cleaned regu-
larly and that there is a short-
age of desks and benches. A 
live electric wire near the well 
used by the children has also 
raised safety concerns.

Officials said the immediate 
problem was caused by dam-
age to the school’s water 
pipeline. Karwar Deputy Di-
rector of Public Instruction 
(DDPI) Latha Nayak said the 
Block Education Officer 
(BEO) had been sent to in-
spect the school and that in-
structions had been issued to 
repair the damaged pipeline 
and restore the water supply 

immediately.
The school has 36 students, 

two permanent teachers and 
two guest teachers. A School 
Development and Monitoring 
Committee member reported-
ly described the water prob-
lem as temporary and alleged 
that a recently appointed 
teacher had recorded and cir-
culated the video.However, 
residents said concerns about 
the school’s poor infrastruc-
ture had been raised earlier as 
well, with reports dating back 
to 2020. They have demanded 
immediate action to ensure 
safe drinking water, sanitation 
and basic facilities for the 
children.

They alleged that students 
are being made to do work 
instead of focusing on their 

studies.

Farm ponds offer drought 
relief to Koppal farmers

KOPPAL
 

Farm ponds constructed under 
the VB-G RAM-G scheme 
are providing support to farm-
ers in Koppal district, where 
agriculture largely depends on 
rainfall and drought condi-
tions have affected farming 
activities.

The scheme encourages 
farmers to harvest and store 
rainwater through farm ponds, 
helping them make better use 
of limited water resources. 
The stored water can be used 
for agricultural activities 
during periods of inadequate 
rainfall.

As part of the initiative, 
eight farm ponds have recent-
ly been constructed in Ku-
kanur taluk. Six ponds were 
built in Itagi, while one each 
was constructed in Mangaluru 
and Balagera villages. Work 
on additional farm ponds is 
currently under way across 
the district.

According to the Zilla Pan-
chayat action plan, a total of 
876 farm ponds are proposed 
to be constructed across Kop-
pal district under the scheme. 
Farmers in different parts of 
the district can take up the 
construction of farm ponds on 
their agricultural land through 

the programme.
The farm ponds are expect-

ed to help farmers conserve 
rainwater and reduce their de-
pendence on rainfall during 
dry periods. By storing water 
when it is available, the struc-
tures can provide a supple-
mentary source for crops 
during water shortages.

The government provides a 
unit cost of ₹1.23 lakh for 
each farm pond. Of this 
amount, ₹1.14 lakh is allocat-
ed for pond construction, 
while ₹8,957 is provided for 
pipeline connectivity.

Officials said the initiative 
could strengthen water con-
servation efforts in the district 
and support rain-fed farmers 
during drought conditions. 
The construction of more 
ponds is expected to help 
farmers use every available 
drop of rainwater for agricul-
ture.

Every drop of water is precious. Through 
scientific measures—such as constructing 

farm ponds to capture runoff flowing from 
higher ground to valleys—farmers can retain 

rainwater, facilitate its percolation into the 
soil, and boost groundwater levels, thereby 

realizing the importance of efficient water 
utilization.

-	 Dr. Suresh B. Itnal, DC, Koppal

JAGALUR ADDED TO DROUGHT 
LIST, CELEBRATIONS

DAVANAGERE
 

Farmers and residents of Jag-
alur taluk celebrated the gov-
ernment’s decision to include 
the taluk in the drought-hit 
list by carrying MLA B. De-
vendrappa on their shoulders 
during a procession in the 
town.

The decision brought cele-
brations to Ambedkar Circle, 
where residents burst fire-
crackers, distributed sweets 
and played drums. Supporters 
later accompanied Deven-
drappa in a procession to his 
office. The celebrations fol-
lowed the government’s an-
nouncement that Jagalur had 
finally been included among 
drought-affected taluks.

Devendrappa had repeated-
ly pressed the government to 
recognise the drought situa-
tion in his constituency. He 
had earlier spoken about re-
signing if Jagalur was not in-

cluded in the drought list. 
After the announcement, he 
said he was satisfied that he 
had fulfilled the responsibility 
given to him by the people.

The MLA also criticised 
two former MLAs, saying 
they had created unnecessary 
pressure over the issue. He 
claimed that he had given up 
alcohol four years ago and 
challenged the former legisla-
tors to undergo alcohol tests. 
He said he was ready to un-
dergo a test himself to prove 
his claim.

Devendrappa said the 
drought declaration was a sig-
nificant development for 
farmers and residents who 
have been facing difficulties 
because of poor rainfall. He 
also said the credit for the de-
cision should not be limited to 
one individual, as several 
public representatives had 
worked on the issue.Referring 
to the minister in charge, the 

local MP and Minister Basa-
vantappa, he said they were 
all part of the same public 
system working for the con-
stituency. He questioned those 
who had previously claimed 
credit for the issue and said 
the latest decision should be 
viewed as a positive develop-
ment for Jagalur.The drought 
declaration is expected to help 
farmers access government 
relief and support measures 
available for drought-affected 
areas. Residents have been 
demanding such recognition 
amid concerns over rainfall 
shortages and their impact on 
agriculture.The celebrations 
reflected the importance of 
the drought status for the 
farming community, which 
depends heavily on rainfall. 
Local residents have now 
urged authorities to ensure 
that the benefits and relief 
measures reach affected farm-
ers without delay.

Yellapur sandalwood seizure leads to 4 arrests
KARWAR 

 
Forest Department officials 
have arrested four people for 
allegedly transporting san-
d a l w o o d  i l l e g a l l y  o n 
two-wheelers near the crema-
torium on Bisagoda Road in 
Yellapur town. Another ac-
cused is reportedly abscond-
ing.

The arrests were made on 
September 23 following a 
tip-off about the illegal trans-
portation of sandalwood. Of-
ficials conducted a raid and 
seized a total of 58.80 kg of 
sandalwood from the ac-

cused.
The arrested individuals 

have been identified as Na-
gendra Manjunatha Siddhi of 
Magod, Ravi Krishna Siddhi 
of Kammani in Ankola taluk, 
and Manjunatha Prabhakara 
Siddhi and Lakshmana Pra-
bhakara Siddhi of Kalam-
managara. Another accused, 
identified as Satisha Siddhi 
of Vajralli, is reportedly ab-
sconding.

According to the Forest 
Department, the seized mate-
rial included 12 pieces of de-
barked sandalwood weighing 
3.80 kg and 17 pieces of san-

dalwood with bark weighing 
55 kg. Officials also seized a 
two-wheeler allegedly used 
to transport the sandalwood.

The department said the 
arres ted suspects  were 
known to forest officials and 
had allegedly been involved 
in cutting and selling sandal-
wood trees in different parts 
of Yellapur taluk. Officials 
are investigating the source 
of the seized sandalwood and 
the alleged involvement of 
others in the activity.

A forest case has been reg-
istered against the accused 
under Sections 84, 86, 87 and 

71(A) of the Karnataka For-
est Act, 1963, along with 
Rules 144 and 155 of the 
Karnataka Forest Rules, 
1969. The four arrested ac-
cused have been remanded to 
judicial custody.The opera-
tion was conducted under the 
guidance of Yellapur Deputy 
Conservator of Forests Abdul 
Aziz A. Shaikh and led by 
Range Forest Officer Manju-
natha H. Naik. Several depu-
ty range forest officers, forest 
guards and department vehi-
cle drivers were part of the 
team that carried out the raid 
and seizure.

Civic workers’ health should be priority
HAVERI

 
The health and welfare of civ-
ic workers should be given 
priority as they play a vital 
role in maintaining cleanli-
ness and public health, City 
Council Commissioner H. 
Kantaraj said.He was speak-
ing after inaugurating a health 
check-up camp for civic 
workers at the City Council 
premises in Haveri. The camp 
was jointly organised by the 
municipal administration, 
City Council and Health De-
partment to mark Civic Work-
ers’ Day.Kantaraj said civic 

workers begin their sanitation 
duties early in the morning 
and work across different 
parts of the city to maintain a 
clean and healthy environ-
ment. Their services are es-
sential for the well-being of 
residents, making it important 
to ensure that the workers 
themselves remain healthy.He 
said the health camp would 
help workers understand their 
health condition and seek 
medical advice or treatment 
whenever necessary. He urged 
all civic workers to make use 
of the facility and undergo 
regular health check-ups 

without neglecting their 
health.Kantaraj assured the 
workers that the City Council 
would extend necessary sup-
port for their health and wel-
fare. He advised them to take 
preventive measures and reg-
ularly monitor their health so 
that they can continue their 
duties safely and effectively.

District Disease Surveil-
lance and Epidemic Control 
Officer Dr. Sarita spoke to the 
workers about precautions re-
lated to sanitation work, ra-
bies, rabies vaccination and 
measures to be taken in case 
of snake bites.

Muslim family donates 
Ganesha idol in Hubballi

HUBBALLI
 

A Muslim family in Old 
Hubballi has donated a Gane-
sha idol to the public Gane-
shotsava celebrations at Ak-
k ipe te ,  h igh l igh t ing  a 
long-standing tradition of 
communal participation in 
the locality.Dadahayat, also 
known as Buddesab Kittur, a 
resident of Katagara Oni, do-
nated the idol costing around 
₹15,000 this year. The dona-
tion has brought attention to 
the annual celebrations or-
ganised by the Venkatesh-
wara Temple Trust, which 
has a history of around 75 

years.For decades, local fam-
ilies have taken turns donat-
ing the Ganesha idol for the 
festival. Residents said this 
year’s donation by a Muslim 
family has added a new di-
mension to the tradition and 
reflected the close relation-
ship between members of 
different communities in the 
area. The idol is installed for 
a month, a practice followed 
in Akkipete for the past three 
years. The immersion is held 
after Mahanavami, as the Ga-
neshotsava celebrations coin-
cide with the Dasara festivi-
ties at the Venkateshwara 
Temple.

Haveri invites 
applications for 14 
welfare schemes

HAVERI
 

The Department for the Em-
powerment of Differently-Abled 
and Senior Citizens has invited 
online applications for 14 bene-
ficiary-oriented schemes for 
2026-27. The schemes include 
Aadhaar, Sadhana, medical as-
sistance, educational incentives, 
unemployment allowance, care-
giving allowance, death relief, 
Pratishtha, talking laptops, 
Brail le kits ,  motorised 
two-wheelers, sewing machines, 
assistive devices and battery-op-
erated wheelchairs. Eligible ap-
plicants can apply online 
through the SevaOne Karnataka 
portal from September 22 to 
October 30. 

Civic Workers Urged to Prioritize Health 
HAVERI

 
District Vector-Borne and Allied Diseases Control Officer Dr. Sarita 
urged civic workers to give greater attention to their health while 
performing their daily duties. Speaking at a health check-up camp 
organized jointly by the City Municipal Council and Health Depart-
ment to mark Civic Workers’ Day, she advised workers to wear pro-
tective gear for their hands and feet and remain vigilant against infec-
tions. Municipal Commissioner H. Kantaraju said health is the great-
est wealth and appreciated the workers’ invaluable contribution to 
keeping the city clean and beautiful. The event was attended by health 
officials, municipal staff, health inspectors and civic workers.
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Ravi Shastri visits 
Udupi Sri Krishna 

Matha

Davangere
 driver’s son wins 12 

gold medals

District election officer 
urges prompt form 

submissions

CH NEWS, Udupi
Former India cricketer, 
coach and commenta-
tor Ravi Shastri visited 

Sri Krishna Matha in 
Udupi on Thursday and 
offered prayers to Lord 

Sri Krishna. He was wel-
comed by Sri Vedavard-

hana Tirtha Sripada, 
pontiff of Paryaya Sri 
Sheeroor Matha, who 
blessed him and pre-

sented fruits and man-
trakshate. Shastri later 

had darshan of Lord Kr-
ishna and enquired 

about the Matha’s reli-
gious traditions and ad-
ministrative practices. 
Matha administrator 
Srisha Bhat Kadekar, 

along with staff mem-
bers and devotees, was 
present during the visit. 
Shastri’s visit attracted 
attention among devo-
tees at the historic tem-

ple complex.

Davangere
Vishwanath, a young 

achiever from Basapura 
on the outskirts of Da-
vangere, has made his 

family proud by winning 
12 gold medals despite 
facing financial difficul-
ties. The son of a driver, 

Vishwanath said his 
success was possible 

because of the constant 
support and encourage-

ment of his younger 
brother. His achieve-

ment highlights the de-
termination and hard 

work he showed while 
pursuing his goals de-
spite challenging cir-
cumstances. Coming 
from a modest family 

background, he contin-
ued working towards 

excellence and proved 
that financial limitations 
need not prevent talent-
ed youngsters from suc-
ceeding. His remarkable 

performance has 
brought recognition to 
Basapura and inspired 
many young people in 

the region.

CH NEWS, GADAG
The Election Commission 

of India has announced 
the official schedule for 
the 2026 biennial elec-
tion to the Karnataka 

West Graduates’ Constit-
uency. Following the noti-

fication, September 26 
has been fixed as the fi-
nal deadline to submit 

Form 18 applications for 
enrolling names in the 

electoral list or filing 
claims and objections.
District Election Officer 

and Deputy Commission-
er C.N. Sridhar stated 

that duplicate Form 18 
applications are being 

accepted across desig-
nated taluk offices and 

urban local body centers. 
Eligible graduates must 

file their claims promptly 
before the fast-ap-

proaching deadline ex-
pires.

501/83  7x 3

Malur Development Authority Fund and item rate is invited in KPPP portal. For more details
visit KPPP PORTAL The Indent Numbers details below. Any addendums will be notified
through e-procurement only. 1)TPA/2026-27/EL/WORK_INDENT9 Rs.250.00 Lakhs.

 Sd/-  Sd/-
(Vijaya Narasimha H.M) (Krishnappa)

President Member Secretary
Malur Planning Authority Malur Planning Authority

Malur Malur
DIPR/KOLAR/RO: 277/KSMCA/2026-27
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Bidar MLA demands special 
package for farmers

Inspecting withered fields, Dr. Beldale urged swift state intervention as
 dry conditions and crop failures plunge rural families into distress

CH NEWS, BIDAR
 

Highlighting the severe rain-
fall deficit plaguing the dis-
trict, Bidar South MLA Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale urged the 
Karnataka Government in the 
Legislative Assembly on 
Thursday to declare an imme-
diate, comprehensive drought 
relief package for struggling 
farmers.

The lawmaker noted that 
dry conditions have caused 
extensive crop failure and 
acute water shortages across 
the region, severely hurting 
agricultural households. Hav-
ing inspected fields alongside 
officials, Dr. Beldale stated 
that withered standing crops 
have pushed rural families 
into deep economic distress, 
necessitating swift interven-
tion from the state administra-
tion.

To offset widespread agri-
cultural damages, the legisla-

tor demanded a drought com-
pensation payout of ₹50,000 
per acre. He pointed out that 
field surveys assessing crop 
loss have already reached 
government desks, urging of-
ficials to finalize beneficiary 
registries quickly and dis-
burse funds directly into bank 
accounts.

Dr. Beldale emphasized that 
maintaining an uninterrupted 
eight-hour daily electricity 
supply for irrigation pumpsets 
is critical to salvaging what-
ever standing crops remain. 
He warned that erratic power 
supply would aggravate farm-
ers' hardships during an al-
ready grim season.

Addressing rising debt lev-
els, the MLA urged the state 
to consider waiving agricul-
tural loans, citing similar re-
lief frameworks implemented 
in neighboring Maharashtra to 
protect families from spiral-
ing liabilities. Furthermore, 

anticipating severe drinking 
water shortages across rural 
habitations, he called for allo-
cating a dedicated grant of ₹5 
crore per constituency to fund 
borewells, water tankers, and 
alternative emergency sup-
plies.

Concluding his appeal, Dr. 
Beldale insisted that drought 
mitigation demands a holistic 
strategy encompassing live-
stock fodder, drinking water, 
and rural livelihood support. 
He urged ministers to act 
without administrative delay 
to ensure farming communi-

ties receive essential financial 
aid and resources during this 
acute environmental crisis.

AT A GLANCE
•  �Severe rainfall deficits 

cause widespread crop 
failure

•  �Immediate drought 
compensation of 50,000 
rupees demanded

•  �Uninterrupted eight-hour 
daily irrigation power 
supply requested

•  �Agricultural loan waivers 
proposed following Ma-
harashtra's framework

• � �Dedicated emergency 
drinking water fund of 5 
crore requested

• �� �Holistic strategy urged 
encompassing fodder 
and livelihood support

Official suspended over 
illegal land transfer

CH NEWS, HASSAN
 

Excise and Hassan District In-
cha rge  Min i s t e r  K .M. 
Shivalinge Gowda announced 
on Thursday that a revenue 
land surveyor has been placed 
under immediate suspension 
for fraudulently transferring 
an impoverished farmer's 
land.

The malpractice came to 
light during a 'Praja Seva An-
dolana' public grievance cam-
paign held in Sakaleshpur ta-
luk. A local farmer lodged an 
urgent complaint alleging that 
a prime coffee plantation—
which his family had carefully 
cultivated for nearly 46 years 
had been illicitly transferred to 
another individual through the 
fabrication of fraudulent sur-
vey sketches and unauthorized 

subdivision (podi) documenta-
tion.

Intervening directly at the 
venue, Minister Gowda sum-
moned the concerned surveyor 
and interrogated him regarding 
the procedural lapses. The of-
ficial initially admitted his er-
ror and furnished a written 
bond promising to rectify the 
survey layout in the rightful 
farmer's name within one 
month. Unconvinced by verbal 
assurances, Gowda instructed 
Deputy Commissioner Latha 
Kumari to scrutinize the reve-
nue files immediately on-site.

 Following formal confirma-
tion of official misconduct, the 
surveyor was suspended, and 
administrative measures were 
initiated to restore the planta-
tion deed to the aggrieved cul-
tivator.

Kolar prepares for mega 
Karnataka Parva

CH NEWS, KOLAR 
 

Officials and community 
leaders gathered at the Mau-
lana Azad School auditorium 
on Thursday to coordinate 
large-scale public participa-
tion from Kolar district for 
the upcoming Karnataka Par-
va 2026. 

The five-day cultural and 
commercial exposition will 
take place at the Tripura Vas-
ini Palace Grounds in Benga-
luru from September 26 to 30.

The meeting was led by 
Minority Welfare District Of-
ficer Mylaraappa and Karna-
taka Minorities Development 
Corporation Director Abdul 
Khayyum. Both officials dis-
cussed comprehensive logis-
tical arrangements to mobilize 
residents from all six taluks 

across the district.
The exhibition aims to pro-

vide a prominent platform for 
artisans and local entrepre-
neurs from across Karnataka 
to display their craftsmanship, 
indigenous handlooms, and 
traditional goods. The grand 
venue will host over 180 
stalls alongside an authentic 
regional food festival, educa-
tional seminars, and live cul-
tural entertainment tailored 
for families and children. Or-
ganizers noted that public en-
try to the entire festival will 
remain completely free of 
charge. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Mylaraappa emphasized that 
the initiative focuses on sup-
porting traditional rural crafts 
while offering broader market 
exposure to grassroots cre-

ators. Abdul Khayyum en-
couraged eligible citizens to 
utilize various state welfare 
schemes and urged civic lead-
ers to launch active awareness 
drives to ensure strong local 
turnout.The meeting saw ex-
tensive participation from 
prominent community fig-
ures, including Kolar Urban 
Development Authori ty 
Chairman Mohammed Haneef 
Irshad, Prime Minister ’s 
15-Point Programme mem-
bers K. Shafeeq Ahmed and 
Indumathi, Waqf Officer Ra-
hamathulla, and KMDC Dis-
trict Manager Sherin Taj. 

With detailed transportation 
and support plans set, Kolar 
district is gearing up to send a 
strong, representative contin-
gent to the grand cultural 
showcase in Bengaluru.

Youth 
empowerment 

workshop scheduled 
in Gadag city

CH NEWS, GADAG
 

The Gadag District Youth 
Unit of the Veerashaiva Lin-
gayat Panchamasali Sangha 
will organize a comprehen-
sive two-day workshop titled 
"Building Youth Future" on 
October 2 and 3 at the Vijaya 
Lalitha Art Institute in Rajiv 
Gandhi Nagar, announced 
District Youth Unit President 
Santosh Akki during a press 
conference at Patrika Bhavan.

Addressing reporters, Akki 
explained that the specialized 
initiative aims to offer action-
able career guidance, leader-
ship skills, and personal con-
fidence to young individuals 
navigating an increasingly 
competitive modern environ-
ment.

 He highlighted that the 
workshop is structured to sup-
port both intellectual growth 
and overall well-being. Rather 
than focusing solely on con-
ventional academic training, 
the curriculum integrates dai-

ly sessions of yoga, music 
therapy, and cultural activities 
to help participants alleviate 
psychological stress and cul-
tivate constructive habits.

Akki urged youth belonging 
to the Veerashaiva Lingayat 
Panchamasali community as 
well as other backward and 
general communities across 
the state to actively register 
and benefit from the program.

Several key office-bearers 
and community representa-
tives attended the press con-
ference, including F.V. Mari-
gowdara, Iranna Karibishthi, 
Manjunatha Mudhola, Basa-
varaja Guddoora, Shivananda 
Pallada, Dharmaraja Kon-
chigeri, Kotresha Khichadi, 
and Vasanth Hullathi. 

Organizing committee 
members noted that admis-
sions are structured to maxi-
mize direct mentorship oppor-
tunities, ensuring participants 
gain practical clarity regard-
ing career trajectories and ho-
listic personal development.

BJP Yuva 
Morcha cleans 

Marakunda 
Temple

CH NEWS, BIDAR
 

Marking Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s seventy-sixth 
birthday celebrations, mem-
bers of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party Yuva Morcha conducted 
an extensive cleanliness drive 
at the Hanuman Temple in 
Marakunda village under the 
'Seva Sankalpa' campaign.

Spearheaded by Bidar 
South Mandal Youth Wing 
President Shivakumar Sultan-
pur, dedicated party workers 
thoroughly washed and 
cleaned both the inner sanc-
tum and surrounding open 
grounds of the sacred shrine. 
Following the sanitation ini-
tiative, volunteers gathered 
inside to offer special prayers 
for Prime Minister Modi’s 
continued good health, long 
life, and successful national 
leadership.

Simultaneously, the gather-
ing performed religious ritu-
als for local representative Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale, praying 
for his re-election to continue 
public service across the Bi-
dar South constituency. Prom-
inent party office-bearers at-
tended the event.

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation and Ground Water Development Department, 
Division Vijaypur invites work tenders through “E-Procurement” from eligible contractor on 
item rate Tender for following works as per KTPP Act-2000 and latest amendments.
4702 Major Works :- Total 2 Works, Amount put to Tender Rs.508.27 Lakhs, Tender Period 
for the above works are Six(6) Months to Eleven(11) Months including monsoon.
4702 SCP Works :- Total 1 Package Work, Amount put to Tender Rs.7.20 Lakhs, Tender Period 
for the above work is Three(3) Months including monsoon.
4702 TSP Works :- Total 6 Works, Amount put to Tender Rs.21.60 Lakhs, Tender Period for 
the above works are Three(3) Months including monsoon.
Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka E-Procurement 
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/#/portal/portal-home under login for Contractors 
from 22.09.2026. Tenders may be submitted on electronically in E-Procurement portal up to 
17-30 hrs. on 29.09.2026. Interested contractors information regarding works may be 
obtained from this office or e-Procurement helpdesk (Ph.No.080-25501216 & 080-
25501227) upto 17-30 hrs. on 28.09.2026. Pre-bid meeting will be held on 25.09.2026  for 
work costing above 1.00 Crore in the office of the Executive Engineer, MI&GWDD Division, 
Vijaypur. Tenders shall be quoted without adding GST and other details can be seen in the 
tender documents.

Job No-320  3x10
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GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
M.I & G.W.D.D. DIVISION, VIJAYAPUR

Sd/- Executive Engineer, MI & GWDD Division, Vijayapur

No.EE/MID/VJP/AE-2,3/4702/TND/2026-27/2310                                               Date:22.09.2026

Graduates Constituency poll 
schedule announced in Chitradurga

CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA
 

Deputy Commissioner and 
Assistant Returning Officer S. 
Ramya announced that the of-
ficial election notification for 
the Karnataka South-East 
Graduates’ Constituency has 
been formally issued. Presid-
ing over a consultative meet-
ing with political party repre-
sentatives on Thursday, she 
confirmed that specialized 
enforcement teams have been 
deployed to ensure strict ad-
herence to the Model Code of 
Conduct across the district.

The Bengaluru Division 
Regional Commissioner will 
serve as the primary Return-
ing Officer, overseeing nomi-
nation filing, scrutiny, and 
acceptance at the Shantinagar 
office in Bengaluru. The elec-
toral constituency encompass-
es the districts of Kolar, Chik-
kaballapur, Tumakuru, Chitra-
durga, and three taluks of 
Davanagere district.

According to the official 

election timetable, candidates 
can file nomination papers 
between September 29 and 
October 6. Scrutiny will take 
place on October 7, while Oc-
tober 9 marks the last date for 
withdrawal of candidatures. 
Polling will occur on October 
23 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 
followed by vote counting in 
Bengaluru on October 27.

The electoral roll confirms 
a total of 41,358 eligible grad-
uate voters in Chitradurga dis-
trict, includ-
ing 24,031 
m e n  a n d 
17,327 wom-
en. Chitradu-
r g a  t a l u k 
leads  wi th 
13,417 vot-
ers, followed 
by Challakere 
with 7,814 
and Hiriyur 
with 7,260. 
Hosadurga, 
H o l a l k e r e , 
and Molakal-
muru record 

5,218, 4,343, and 3,306 eligi-
ble voters respectively.

To ensure smooth voting 
across all six taluks, the dis-
trict administration has set up 
55 polling stations, including 
22 main and 33 auxiliary 
booths. The Model Code of 
Conduct took effect on Sep-
tember 22, making prior ad-
ministrative clearance manda-
tory for political rallies, pub-
lic meetings, and campaign 
banners. 

Karwar DC urges upgraded 
district industrial infrastructure

CH NEWS, KARWAR
 

Deputy Commissioner K. Lakshmi 
Priya directed administrative officials 
on Thursday to provide essential civic 
infrastructure across industrial zones 
throughout the district by actively co-
ordinating with local municipal bod-
ies.

Presiding over a joint session of the 
Industrial Response Committee and 
the Single Window Clearance Com-
mittee at the Deputy Commissioner's 
office hall, she instructed Industries 
Department officials to compile de-
tailed requirement lists directly from 
entrepreneurs situated in Bhatkal, 
Dandeli, Haliyal, Kumta, Yellapur, 

Sirsi, Shirwad, and Ramanagar. 
Urban local bodies must integrate 

these developmental requirements into 
their current annual action plans and 
execute the developmental projects 
without delay.

The Deputy Commissioner lauded 
the effective inter-departmental col-
laboration that successfully rectified 
long-pending industrial estate maps 
and expedited the issuance of elec-
tronic property records to local own-
ers. She instructed the Karnataka State 
Small Industries Development Corpo-
ration to conduct ground-level inspec-
tions across all estates to document 
both active and non-operational busi-
ness units.



Ramanagara replaces plastic fines 
with smart alternatives

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA
 

In a pioneering move to eliminate 
single-use plastic waste, the Ra-
managara City Council has 
launched an innovative green cam-
paign by introducing automated 
cloth bag dispensing machines 
across the town. 

This modern system makes Ra-
managara, famously known as the 
Silk City, the very first municipal-
ity in the entire state of Karnataka 
to implement automated cloth bag 
dispensers.

Under the leadership of City 
Municipal Council President K. 
Sheshadri, the local civic body is 
shifting away from merely staging 
routine inspection raids or penaliz-
ing local shopkeepers with heavy 
fines. Instead, the administration 

focuses on offering affordable, 
practical alternatives that foster 
sustainable everyday consumer 
habits.

Through these novel dispensing 
units, residents can quickly pur-
chase a clean, durable cloth bag for 
just ten rupees. 

Users simply insert a ₹10 coin 
into the slot, and the mechanism 
instantly dispenses an eco-friendly 
tote bag built for long-term house-
hold reuse.

The council has already installed 
these automated machines at eight 
bustling public locations, targeting 
busy markets and shopping transit 
points where non-biodegradable 
polythene bags are most common-
ly circulated. The civic response 
has been overwhelmingly positive, 
with shoppers praising the conve-

nience and low cost. Due to rising 
public demand, the municipality 
plans to install additional dispens-
ers in peripheral zones soon.

Furthermore, the authorities are 
working to upgrade the machines 
to support cashless digital pay-
ments, including dynamic QR code 
scanners and Unified Payments 
Interface systems. President She-
shadri remarked that the communi-
ty-driven initiative aims to trans-
form Ramanagara into a clean, 
zero-plastic urban center, while 
establishing an easily replicable 
blueprint for environmental sus-
tainability that other municipal 
corporations statewide can adopt. 
With citizens embracing reusable 
cloth sacks daily, Ramanagara 
stands at the frontline of Karnata-
ka’s war on toxic plastic pollution.

BEYOND PLASTIC FINES
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Prakash Raj exposes alleged 
voter roll conspiracy

During a statewide tour, Raj alleged authorities are conspiring to disenfranchise 
legitimate citizens through the Special Summary Revision process

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
 

Renowned actor and activist 
Prakash Raj addressed a massive 
civil rights convention at the Mus-
lim Shadi Mahal in Koppal on 
Thursday, sharply condemning the 
Central Government and the Elec-
tion Commission of India.

Taking part in a statewide out-
reach tour alongside civil society 
organizations and secular leaders, 
Raj alleged that authorities are ex-
ecuting a deliberate conspiracy to 
disenfranchise legitimate citizens 
under the pretext of the Special 
Summary Revision process.

Addressing the gathering, Raj 
pointed out that historically, voter 
enrollment relied on systematic 
door-to-door physical verification 
by officials. In stark contrast, he 
alleged that eligible citizens are 
now being arbitrarily purged 
through centralized digital soft-
ware and automated mobile plat-

forms. Highlighting a specific case 
from the Belagavi North constitu-
ency, he revealed how pre-printed 
Form-7 applications were alleged-
ly misused to erase hundreds of 
minority voters from a single poll-
ing stat ion before vigilant 
booth-level workers and residents 
intervened.

Raj further argued that the au-
tonomy of the Election Commis-
sion stands fundamentally compro-
mised. He severely criticized the 
Centre for excluding the Chief 
Justice of India from the panel re-
sponsible for appointing election 
commissioners, replacing it with a 
government-dominated committee 
after suspending over 140 opposi-
tion lawmakers.

To counter these irregularities, 
Raj announced a concrete roadmap 
for legal and public mobilization. 
Activists plan to collect documen-
tation across Karnataka by Sep-
tember 30 to demand a statewide 

social audit from the Chief Minis-
ter. Additionally, he declared plans 
for a massive demonstration at 
New Delhi’s Jantar Mantar on Oc-
tober 15. Calling upon citizens to 
document discrepancies through 
video evidence, he stressed that 
voting remains a sacred constitu-
tional entitlement that cannot be 
taken away. Several prominent 
grassroots activists and affected 
residents shared the dais, raising 
slogans demanding the immediate 
scrapping of the controversial revi-
sion drive.

BJP accuses ruling congress of 
financial bankruptcy

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA
 

Accusing the ruling Congress ad-
ministration of driving Karnataka 
toward financial bankruptcy, the 
district Bharatiya Janata Party 
staged an aggressive demonstration 
at Gopi Circle on Thursday. Pro-
testers held a symbolic mock fu-
neral procession of the govern-
ment, carrying empty water vessels 
to highlight the state's dry treasury.

Addressing the gathering, BJP 
District President N.K. Jagadish 
alleged that the state is teetering on 
insolvency, leaving no funds for 
essential rural development or 
farmer relief. He claimed the gov-
ernment accumulated over ₹4 lakh 
crore in new debt within two and a 

half years, pushing total liabilities 
to ₹8 lakh crore. Jagadish asserted 
that even the Finance Department 
issued warnings regarding empty 
coffers, yet ministers continue 
making misleading promises of 
massive welfare investments.

 He also criticized delays in dis-
tributing social security pensions, 
teacher recruitments, and the sup-
ply of poor-quality school uni-
forms.

District General Secretary 
Harikrishna demanded that the 
Chief Minister immediately issue 
a transparent white paper detailing 
the state's economic standing. He 
alleged that without state funding, 
vital rural housing initiatives and 
the Ganga Kalyana scheme have 

completely stalled, while public 
transport services face severe dis-
ruption.

Adding to the charges, State Cell 
Coordinator S. Dattatri highlighted 
corruption allegations involving 
the Shivamogga Urban Develop-
ment Authority. He noted that ac-
cusations of bribery and commis-
sion demands against minister 
aides were exposed by local lead-
ers themselves, demonstrating in-
ternal administrative malpractice.

Several key leaders and party 
workers including S. Gnaneshwar, 
N.G. Nagaraj, Shivaraj, Malatesh, 
Mohan Reddy, and Dharma Prasad 
participated actively in the demon-
stration, raising slogans against the 
government's economic policies.

Discipline shapes bright 
future for students: 

Kaujageri
CH NEWS, HULAKOTI

 
Student life is precious, and young learners 
must shape their futures through strong 
self-discipline, persistent effort, and contin-
uous learning, stated Dr. Sudha Kaujageri, 
Joint Director of Collegiate Education for the 
Dharwad Regional Office.

Speaking at Sri K.H. Patil Government 
First Grade College during the inaugural ori-
entation for the new 2026-27 batch, Dr. Kau-
jageri expressed joy over returning to the 
campus. She commended the faculty for fos-
tering both intellectual and overall institu-
tional growth.

 Delivering the keynote address, guest 
speaker Prof. Vithal Rajappa Waghamodi 
highlighted that participating actively in 
sports, cultural programs, and extracurricular 
initiatives ensures well-rounded personality 
development alongside classroom studies. 
Presiding over the function, Principal Dr. 
Appanna N. Hanje welcomed the freshers 
and urged strict adherence to institutional 
decorum.

The gathering began with the state anthem, 
followed by an invocation rendered by stu-
dents Mahalakshmi Kammara and Chaitra 
Kurtakoti. Arts Department Head Mahanan-
da Hiremath welcomed the guests, while 
Cultural Coordinator Ramesh Hulakund pre-
sented the opening remarks. 

BJP protests against 
state government 
economic policies

CH NEWS, DHARWAD
 

Strongly condemning the 
state government’s fiscal pol-
icies and overall financial 
management, members of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party staged 
a massive demonstration out-
side the Deputy Commission-
er’s office on Thursday. 

The protest was jointly or-
ganized by the Hubbal-
li-Dharwad City and Dharwad 
Rural district units of the par-
ty, drawing hundreds of active 
party workers and local lead-
ers.

Addressing the gathering, 
BJP leader Jayatirtha Katti 
demanded that the ruling dis-
pensation provide clear, trans-
parent details to the public 
regarding the actual financial 
condition of the state. He as-
serted that funds allocated for 
state progress must be used 
effectively, ensuring that citi-
zens' basic necessities receive 
top priority.Expressing seri-

ous concern over stalling pub-
lic projects, party leader Thip-
panna Majjagi noted that res-
idents across various regions 
are alarmed by the acute 
shortage of capital for welfare 
programs. He urged the gov-
ernment to move beyond 
mere public declarations and 
focus on ground-level execu-
tion that genuinely benefits 
ordinary families.

Echoing similar concerns, 
Iresha Anchatageri empha-
sized that developmental proj-
ects can gain momentum only 
when the overall economic 
foundation remains stable. He 
stressed that administrative 
transparency and strict ac-
countability in public spend-
ing are essential, insisting that 
electoral promises made to 
citizens must be fulfilled with-
out delay.Furthermore, party 
spokesperson Ningappa Su-
takatti cautioned the govern-
ment against passing financial 
deficits onto ordinary citizens. 
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The most dangerous 
moment in the fight 
against corruption is 
not when an individ-

ual steals public money, but 
when society begins to regard 
such conduct as normal. 
When a bribe is called a “fa-
cilitation fee,” commission is 
described as “the system,” 
political influence becomes a 
“recommendation,” and 
breaking rules is celebrated as 
an “art of getting things 
done,” corruption ceases to be 
merely a legal problem. It be-
comes a crisis of social val-
ues. A purported video from 
Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
has brought this disturbing 
mindset into sharp focus. The 
video appears to show some 
people taking a pledge to di-
vide municipal revenue 
among themselves. The ad-
ministration has ordered an 
inquiry, and the circumstances 
and authenticity of the video 
are being examined. There-
fore, any final conclusion 

must await the outcome of the 
investigation. Yet the episode 
raises a much larger question: 
Has corruption become so 
emboldened that people can 
allegedly pledge not merely to 
indulge in it, but to share its 
proceeds? If individuals asso-
ciated with a public institution 
begin viewing public money 
as their private entitlement, it 
is a serious warning for dem-
ocratic governance.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi publicly articulated the 
r e so lve  in  2014 :  “Na 
khaunga, na khane dunga” 
neither will I indulge in cor-
ruption nor will I allow it. 
Since then, various institu-
tional and digital measures 
have been emphasised to 
combat corruption. The Union 
government has repeatedly 
spoken of a policy of zero tol-
erance. The Lokpal has a stat-
utory role in dealing with cor-
ruption complaints, while the 
Central Vigilance Commis-
sion plays an important role 

in vigilance and preventive 
oversight. Yet one fundamen-
tal question remains: Can 
laws and technology elimi-
nate corruption if society con-
tinues to tolerate it? The cost 
of corruption is not borne 
only by the government trea-
sury. Its biggest victim is the 
ordinary citizen who stands in 
queues, pays taxes, follows 
rules and expects justice from 
the very system he supports. 
If a road that should have 
been built properly is con-
structed with substandard ma-
terial, citizens pay the price. If 
medicines meant for a govern-
ment hospital are unavailable, 
it is the poor patient who suf-
fers. If an official demands 
money for a service that 
should be delivered on time, 
the citizen's dignity is violat-
ed.

Transparency International's 
2025 Corruption Perceptions 
Index gave India a score of 39 
out of 100 and ranked it 91st 
among 182 countries. Its 

Global Corruption Barometer 
data also reported that 39 per 
cent of public-service users 
surveyed had paid a bribe 
during the preceding 12 
months; however, these fig-
ures relate to its 2020 Asia 
survey and should not be treat-
ed as a direct measurement of 
the situation in 2025 or 2026. 
Such statistics are warnings, 
but an even deeper concern is 
the social psychology sur-
rounding corruption. Many 
people oppose corruption only 
when they themselves become 
its victims. When paying mon-
ey makes a government pro-
cess faster, the very system we 
condemn can suddenly appear 
convenient. That is how cor-
ruption acquires social accep-
tance. Corruption has an eco-
nomic face, but it also has a 
face shaped by power and 
privilege. The use of political 
or social influence for person-
al convenience weakens the 
principle of equality. A visible 
example is the culture of VIP 

access at religious places. At 
many prominent temples, or-
dinary devotees may wait for 
hours in queues while influen-
tial visitors receive special ar-
rangements. This is not merely 
a question of temple manage-
ment; it touches upon the dem-
ocratic principle of equality. In 
matters of faith, status should 
not determine spiritual access. 
Exceptions may understand-
ably be necessary for security, 
persons with disabilities, se-
nior citizens or specific offi-
cial responsibilities, but clear 
and uniform standards are 
needed to prevent privilege 
from becoming an entitle-
ment.

Democracy cannot mean 
that a privileged few are per-
manently allowed to move 
ahead while ordinary citizens 
remain in queues. Digital In-
dia has brought many public 
services online, reducing di-
rect interaction between citi-
zens and officials and creating 
greater possibilities for trans-

parency. But technology by 
itself is not a cure. Wherever 
procedures remain complicat-
ed, official discretion is ex-
cessive or grievance redressal 
is ineffective, new forms of 
corruption can emerge even 
within digital systems. In ar-
eas such as GST administra-
tion, transparency, clear rules, 
risk-based scrutiny and ac-
countability remain essential. 
This does not mean that an 
entire department is corrupt. 
It means that every large ad-
ministrative system must be 
designed so that honest offi-
cials are protected and corrupt 
conduct becomes difficult to 
conceal.

The real remedy is not lim-
ited to raids and suspensions. 
It lies in reducing discretion-
ary powers, increasing trans-
parency, ensuring time-bound 
public services, creating digi-
tal tracking, strengthening 
independent grievance redres-
sal and fixing responsibility 
for decisions.

A COLORFUL STRUGGLE: THE FUTURE OF 
HIMALAYAN PHEASANTS

The Himalayas are home to 
some of the most spectacular 
birds on Earth. Among them, 
pheasants stand out for their 
brilliant colours, distinctive 
plumage and fascinating be-
haviour. From the dazzling 
Himalayan Monal to other rare 
pheasant species, these birds 
are an important part of the 
mountain ecosystem and a 
symbol of the natural beauty 
of the Himalayas.
Yet behind their colourful ap-
pearance lies a growing strug-
gle for survival. Human activ-
ities are changing mountain 
habitats at a rapid pace, creat-
ing increasing pressure on 
pheasant populations.
Himalayan pheasants depend 
on forests, grasslands, shrubs 
and undisturbed mountain 
habitats for food, shelter and 
breeding. But expanding 
roads, tourism, settlements, 
agriculture, construction and 

other development activities 
are fragmenting these natural 
habitats. When forests are di-
vided into smaller patches, 
birds may find it more difficult 
to move, feed and reproduce 
safely.
Climate change is adding an-
other challenge. Rising tem-
peratures and changing rainfall 
and snowfall patterns can alter 
the vegetation on which 
pheasants depend. As climate 
conditions change, suitable 
habitats may shift to higher 
elevations. Birds that are un-
able to adapt or move to new 
areas may face increasing dif-
ficulties.
Human disturbance is also a 
concern. Growing tourism in 
Himalayan regions brings eco-
nomic opportunities and con-
nects people with nature, but 
uncontrolled tourism can dis-
turb breeding birds and dam-
age sensitive habitats. Noise, 

traffic, litter and careless be-
haviour can have consequenc-
es for wildlife that are not al-
ways immediately visible.
Hunting and illegal wildlife 
trade have historically posed 
serious threats to many pheas-
ant species. Although conser-
vation laws and protected ar-
eas provide important protec-
tion, effective enforcement 
and community participation 
remain essential.
Pheasants are not merely 
beautiful birds to be admired. 
They play ecological roles in 
mountain forests, including 
participating in food webs and 
helping maintain the balance 
of their habitats. Their pres-
ence can also serve as an indi-
cator of the health of mountain 
ecosystems.
Protecting them requires more 
than protecting individual 
birds. Their habitats must be 
conserved. Forest corridors 

should be maintained, devel-
opment should be carefully 
planned, and sensitive breed-
ing areas should receive great-
er protection. Tourism must 
become more responsible, 
with visitors encouraged to re-
spect wildlife and leave natu-
ral habitats undisturbed.
Local communities are equally 
important partners in conser-
vation. People living in the 
Himalayas possess valuable 
knowledge about forests, wild-
life and seasonal changes. 
Conservation programmes that 
provide education, sustainable 
livelihood opportunities and 
incentives for protecting wild-
life are more likely to succeed 
in the long term.
Schools can also play an im-
portant role. Children who 
learn about Himalayan wild-
life today can become tomor-
row’s conservationists, re-
searchers, forest officers and 

responsible citizens. Bird 
watching, nature clubs and lo-
cal biodiversity projects can 
help create a deeper connec-

tion between young people 
and their natural surroundings.
The future of Himalayan 
pheasants ultimately depends 
on the choices humans make. 
Their spectacular colours may 
attract our attention, but their 
survival requires something 
far more important healthy 

forests, peaceful habitats and 
responsible human behaviour.
The Himalayas are not simply 
a landscape of snow-covered 

peaks. They are a living eco-
system filled with plants, ani-
mals and birds that have 
evolved over thousands of 
years. If we want future gener-
ations to see the brilliant co-
lours of Himalayan pheasants 
in the wild, conservation must 
begin today.

-  DR. VIJAY GARG

JAUHAR: NOT ASHES, BUT THE FIRE OF IDENTITY

lives deeply in the soil, 
folklore, and heroic tra-
ditions of Rajasthan. To 
consider Jauhar merely 

an act of self-immolation in 
fire would be to limit its his-
torical and social context. 
Behind it lay war, power 
struggles, women’s insecuri-
ties, fears of defeat, and the 
complexities of contempo-
rary social  condit ions. 
Therefore, Jauhar should be 
discussed with not only 
emotions but also a sense of 
history and human sensitivi-
ty.

In Rajput history, bravery 
wasn’t limited to simply 
raising the sword on the bat-
tlefield. Along with the valor 
of men, stories of women’s 
sacrifice,  courage, and 
self-respect have also been 
passed down from genera-
tion to generation. 

Whether it’s the folk 
memory of the Jauhar of 
Queen Padmavati of Chittor 
or the tales of other brave 
women of Mewar and Rajas-
than these stories have creat-
ed an image of Rajput iden-
tity in which self-respect is 
considered the highest value.

Powerful lines like “The 
flames of Jauhar have awak-
ened, to dry up the entire 

Sindhu” are expressions of 
this collective memory. They 
reflect the pain, anger, and 
self-respect of that period of 
history. However, while un-

derstanding these sentiments 
today, it is also important to 
remember that historical 
events should not be used as 
a means to incite hatred or 
animosity against any com-
munity in current society.

The most important aspect 
of jauhar is linked to wom-
en’s identity. In medieval 
wars, women of defeated 
states faced threats of abduc-
tion, violence, enslavement, 

and forced control. The so-
cial structure of that era 
lacked the legal protections, 
institutional safeguards, and 
modern options for indepen-

dent decision-making that 
women enjoy today. It was 
in this environment that in-
cidents like jauhar emerged. 
To understand them, it is 
necessary to examine the 
circumstances of that time in 
contrast to current social and 
legal norms.

But understanding the 
tragedy of history and blind-
ly glorifying it are two dif-
ferent things. Jauhar cannot 

be a path for us to emulate 
today. In a modern demo-
cratic society, a woman’s 
dignity should be protected 
not through death,  but 
through law, education, so-
cial awareness, and just in-
stitutions. Our goal should 
be to create a system in 
which no woman is forced to 
end her life to protect her 
identity.

Honoring the memory of 
Rajput women warriors 
would be more meaningful 
in this context. Associating 
their courage solely with 
death would be limiting their 
struggle and individuality. It 
is more important to under-
stand their inherent self-re-
spect, courage to make deci-
sions in times of crisis, and 
mental fortitude in the face 
of adversity.

 The sacrifices recorded in 
history can inspire us to ask 
what we are doing today to 
ensure the safety and respect 
of women.

Similarly, the tales of 
swordplay and sacrifice of 
Rajput heroes are not merely 
tales of war and adventure. 
They were part of the politi-
cal circumstances of their 
time, the struggles to protect 
regional autonomy and hon-

or. Lines like “The lions 
who watered the earth, shed-
ding blood from their 
chests” commemorate the 
heroic tradition that pro-
foundly influenced the histo-
ry and folk culture of Rajas-
than.

Historical  memory is 
healthy only when it com-
bines pride with conscience. 
We should remember the 
sacrifices of our ancestors, 
but we must avoid turning 
history into present-day ha-
tred. Blaming entire commu-
nities today based on the 
actions of individuals or 
groups involved in a histori-
cal conflict is neither histor-
ically accurate nor socially 
just.

The role of literature and 
poetry, in particular, be-
comes crucial here. 

Heroic poetry can instill a 
sense of self-confidence, 
courage, and patriotism in 
society. However, if the 
same poetry begins to pro-
mote hatred towards a com-
munity, its creative purpose 
is weakened. Therefore, slo-
gans like “Jai Bhavani” and 
“Ja i  Mata  Padmavat i” 
should be viewed as cultural 
memory and reverence, not 
as political slogans of hostil-

ity towards anyone.
The memory of Jauhar 

teaches us another important 
lesson self-respect is a cru-
cial value in human life, but 
in modern society, self-re-
spect and life should not be 
made contradictory. Today, it 
is our responsibility to en-
sure that every woman has 
access to education, eco-
nomic independence, legal 
rights, a safe environment, 
and the freedom to choose 
her own life. 

This may be the most hu-
mane message that can 
emerge from that historical 
suffering.

The fragrance of bravery 
that permeates the soil of 
Rajasthan must live on, not 
just in the ashes of the past, 
but also in the responsibili-
ties of the present. The need 
is not to rekindle the flames 
of Jauhar today, but to un-
derstand its history. Saluting 
those brave women will only 
be meaningful when we cre-
ate a society where a wom-
an’s dignity is not compro-
mised, where her wishes are 
paramount, and where she 
need not sacrifice her life to 
protect them.History gives 
us pride, but it also gives us 
responsibility. 

- LALIT GARGG

“Saving these colourful birds 
means protecting the forests, 
mountains and ecological 
heritage they represent”.

Fix Bengaluru’s Storm Drains Now

The recent downpours in Bengaluru have once again exposed our city’s fragile civic infrastruc-
ture. Critical junctions like Shivaji Nagar and Trinity Circle were submerged within minutes, 
paralyzing traffic and trapping emergency vehicles. It is unacceptable that tech-corridor com-
muters face waterlogged roads after brief spells of rain year after year. The newly formed 
Greater Bengaluru Corporation must prioritize cleaning storm water drains and clearing illegal 
encroachments over grand infrastructure projects. Temporary fixes will no longer suffice; our 
city urgently needs sustainable, flood-resilient urban planning before the next monsoon arrives.

 - Ivan

Protect Workers’ Original Certificates

The Karnataka government’s decision to amend the Shops and Commercial Establish-
ments Act, specifically banning employers from holding onto workers’ original certifi-
cates is a welcome move. For far too long, job seekers in the state have suffered under 
companies that withhold their academic degrees as leverage to force long notice periods. 
This reform restores basic dignity and mobility to young professionals. However, simple 
legislation on paper is not enough. The Labour Department must establish strict, acces-
sible reporting channels to ensure compliance and penalize violating firms swiftly.

- Felix

Fix Bangalore’s Footpaths Now

Through your esteemed daily, I wish to highlight the pathetic condition of 
footpaths in Indiranagar and Koramangala. They are either non-existent, 
encroached by vendors and parked vehicles, or broken and dangerous to 
walk on. Pedestrians, especially senior citizens, schoolchildren and moth-
ers with infants, are forced to walk on the busy road, risking their lives. 
Bangalore dreams of becoming a world-class city with Metro and smart 
roads, but a city where people cannot walk safely can never be world-
class. 

- Sagar Lalith

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

CORRUPTION-FREE INDIA: THE BATTLE FOR INTEGRITY, ACCOUNTABILITY AND PUBLIC TRUST

- DR.SATYAWAN SAURABH

“Salute to the courage of the 
brave women, tribute to the 
sacrifice of the heroes and by 
learning from that history, 
resolve to create such a 
present where the protection 
of honour is along with life, 
not against life”.
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No Cyclone Arnab, IMD Clarifies
KOLKATA

Social media posts and digi-
tal headlines warning of 
“Cyclone Arnab” approach-
ing India’s eastern coast 
have sparked confusion, but 
the India Meteorological 
Department has not classi-
fied any such cyclone over 
the Bay of Bengal.

The weather system cur-
rently affecting parts of the 
eastern coast is officially 
classified as a Deep Depres-
sion, not a cyclonic storm. 
The system is bringing 
heavy rainfall and strong 
winds to Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal, 
but it has not reached the 
wind-speed threshold re-
quired for an official cy-
clone classification.

Under the IMD’s classifi-
cation system for weather 
systems over the North Indi-
an Ocean, a depression has 
maximum sustained surface 

winds of 31 to 50 kmph. A 
system becomes a deep de-
pression when sustained 
winds reach between 52 and 
61 kmph.

For a system to be classi-
fied as a cyclonic storm and 
receive an official name, its 
maximum sustained surface 
winds must reach at least 63 
kmph, or 34 knots. The sys-
tem must also meet the cor-
responding atmospheric 

pressure criteria, including 
the required number of 
closed isobars.

The current system has re-
mained within the deep de-
pression category, with sus-
tained winds below the 
threshold for cyclonic storm 
classification. As a result, 
meteorological authorities 
have not assigned it a cy-
clone name.

The confusion appears to 

have been amplified by so-
cial media posts and online 
headlines referring to the 
system as “Cyclone Arnab”. 
However, the name does not 
correspond to an officially 
classified cyclone in the 
IMD’s current system.

The distinction is signifi-
cant because cyclone names 
are assigned only after a 
weather system meets pre-
scribed meteorological crite-
ria. Until then, it continues 
to be identified according to 
its official category.

“Because sustained wind 
speeds have not crossed the 
mandatory 63 km/h limit, 
meteorologists cannot offi-
cially assign it a name.” - 
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD)

“The weather system cur-
rently impacting the region 
is scientifically classified as 
a Deep Depression.” - India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD)

CYCLONE NAME CLARITY

Shashi Tharoor  
Calls ECINet  

Software ‘Disastrous’

TN Minister Faces DMK’s 
Sexist Dig Over Skipping 

Vijay’s London Visit

HYDERABAD
Congress MP Shashi Tha-

roor has called for the 
cancellation of the Elec-

tion Commission’s ECINet 
software, describing a re-
port about its functioning 
during the Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls as “ex-

tremely serious”. Tharo-
or’s remarks came a day 

after Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar faced criticism over 
allegations that he kept 
the two Election Com-

missioners, Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, 

“in the dark about adding 
new voters and deleting 
names”. The latest con-

troversy concerns ECINet, 
which was used by elec-
tors to submit forms and 

documents during the 
SIR process. 

CHENNAI
Tamil Nadu industries 
minister S Keerthana’s 

absence from chief min-
ister C Joseph Vijay’s re-

cent London visit has 
triggered a political con-

troversy after a DMK 
leader questioned 

whether the reference to 
her being away for “four 
days due to health rea-

sons” was linked to men-
struation. Vijay had trav-

elled to London as part of 
a government visit aimed 
at attracting investments 

to Tamil Nadu and also 
to flag off actor Ajith Ku-
mar’s car race. Keertha-
na, whose portfolio in-

cludes industries and in-
vestment promotion, was 

not part of the delega-
tion. The controversy be-

gan after Tamil Nadu 
minister Aadhav Arjuna 

said Keerthana could not 
accompany Vijay be-

cause she had been un-
well for four days.

BJP Assigns New Organisational Responsibilities
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party on 
Thursday announced a fresh 
set of organisational responsi-
bilities for senior leaders, as-
signing national joint general 
secretaries (organisation) to 
oversee party affairs across 
several states.

The appointments were an-
nounced through a notifica-
tion issued by the BJP under 
national president Nitin 
Nabin. The changes place na-
tional joint general secretary 
(organisation) Shivprakash in 

charge of organisational af-
fairs in Andhra Pradesh, Ma-
harashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Goa. His 
organisational centre will be 
Mumbai. 

Another national joint gen-
eral secretary (organisation), 
Saudan Singh, has been as-
signed responsibility for Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Odisha and West 
Bengal, with Bhubaneswar 
designated as his centre. Singh 
was earlier responsible for or-
ganisational affairs in northern 
states, including Punjab, Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh and 

Chandigarh. 
The latest appointments 

also assign a separate nation-
al-level organisational role to 
V Satish. He has been given 
responsibility for the party’s 
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe morchas and has 
also been appointed in-charge 

of the BJP’s Parliament  
office. 

The appointments are part 
of a wider organisational re-

structuring announced by the 
BJP this week. The party had 
announced state in-charges 
and co-in-charges across 
states and Union Territories, 
including several senior na-
tional leaders. 

The latest notification also 
includes appointments at the 
state organisational level, 
with leaders assigned respon-
sibilities in Maharashtra, Tel-
angana,  Assam,  Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Gujarat, Delhi, 
Haryana, Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh and other  
regions. 

BJP president Nitin Nabin announced fresh organisational appointments, assigning Shivprakash and Saudan Singh 
responsibilities across nine states while V Satish gets SC-ST and Parliament office duties.

NITIN NABIN APPOINTS NEW GENERAL 
SECRETARIES
n �Shivprakash gets charge of five states

n �Saudan Singh assigned four states

n V Satish gets SC-ST morchas

n �Satish also gets Parliament office

n Several state-level organisational appointments  
announced

‘AI To Transform Future Battlefield’
MUMBAI

Artificial Intelligence will 
not replace soldiers but will 
significantly transform the 
way they fight and expand 
their capabilities, Lieutenant 
General Puneet Ahuja, Di-
rector General Strategic 
Planning at Army Headquar-
ters, said on Thursday.

Speaking about the chang-
ing nature of warfare, Lt 
Gen Ahuja said the Indian 
Army must prepare for con-
flicts that may emerge in un-
familiar forms and across 
m u l t i p l e  d o m a i n s .  H e 
stressed that India cannot 
afford to be caught by sur-
prise as technology and the 
strategic environment con-
tinue to evolve.

He identified artificial in-
telligence as one of the key 
technologies that could drive 
the transformation of the 
Army. AI, he said, could 
support target acquisition, 
surveillance, target recogni-
tion, logistics, predictive 
maintenance, precision sup-
p o r t ,  l a rg e - s c a l e  d a t a  
p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  c y b e r  
defence.

Lt Gen Ahuja said the fu-
ture battlefield could involve 
soldiers controlling several 
unmanned systems simulta-
neously. Autonomous plat-
forms are already being used 
for reconnaissance, while 
robotic systems are being 

employed for logistics, he 
said.

He described the emerging 
concept as human-machine 
teaming, with AI helping 
identify patterns and chang-
es much faster than conven-
tional methods.

According to Lt Gen Ahu-
ja, future conflicts may also 
begin outside traditional ki-
netic warfare. Cyberattacks, 
disruption of satellites, com-
munication failures and at-
tempts to influence the  
cognitive domain could pre-
cede conventional military 
action.

He said soldiers could in-
creas ingly face  threats 
across several domains at 
the same time, requiring 
greater preparedness and 
adaptability.

Lt Gen Ahuja also broad-
ened the meaning of vigi-
lance, saying it must include 
moni to r ing  t echnology 
trends, cyber threats, devel-
opments in space, autono-
mous systems and other 
emerging capabilities.

He emphasised that readi-
ness must become a contin-
uous organisational culture 
rather than something acti-
vated only during a crisis.

"AI will not replace the 
soldier. It will change the 
way the soldier fights and 
what he’s capable of doing." 
- Lieutenant General Puneet 
Ahuja (Director General 
Strategic Planning, Army 
Headquarters)

"Readiness cannot be an 
event, it has to become a 
culture for us." - Lieutenant 
General Puneet Ahuja (Di-
rector General Strategic 
Planning, Army Headquar-
ters)

AI is set to reshape 
battlefield operations as 
India prepares soldiers 

for increasingly complex, 
technology-driven 

conflicts across multiple 
domains.

Future Battlefield
- AI-enabled target 

acquisition and recognition

- Autonomous systems for 
reconnaissance

- Robots supporting logistics

- Cyber and space threats

- Human-machine teaming

- Multi-domain warfare 
preparedness

Minor Allegedly Raped At Wazirabad Hotel
WAZIRABAD

A minor girl was allegedly 
raped at a hotel in north Del-
hi’s Wazirabad area by a 
man she had befriended 
through social media, police 
said.

According to officials, the 
girl and the accused are resi-
dents of the Wazirabad area 
and had become acquainted 
through social media. The 
accused allegedly took the 
minor to a hotel in the area 
on the pretext of their friend-
ship, where he allegedly sex-
ually assaulted her.

The incident took place 
within the jurisdiction of 
Wazirabad police station. 
Police said a case has been 
registered under relevant 
provisions of the Protection 
of Children from Sexual Of-

fences (POCSO) Act and 
other applicable sections of 
law.

Following the alleged in-

cident, the girl returned 
home and informed her fam-
ily. Her family then ap-
proached the police, follow-
ing which she underwent a 
medical examination and her 
statement was recorded, of-
ficials said.

Based on the girl’s state-
ment and the medical exam-
ination, police registered a 
case against the accused. He 
has allegedly been abscond-
ing since the incident.

Police teams have been 
conducting raids at possible 
locations to trace and appre-
hend him. Investigators are 
also examining the circum-
stances surrounding the mi-
nor’s entry into the hotel.

As part of the investiga-
tion, police are checking the 
hotel’s register, CCTV foot-
age and other available re-

cords to establish the se-
quence of events and deter-
mine whether any lapses 
occurred at the premises.

The case comes days after 
another incident involving a 
17-year-old girl near Kalka-
ji Mandir. Police had alleged 
that three men posed as po-
lice personnel before sexual-
ly assaulting the girl at Aas-
tha Kunj Park.

Investigation Underway
Case registered under POCSO Act

Police conducting raids

Statement recorded by police

Accused allegedly absconding

Minor medically examined

Hotel CCTV and register being 
examined

 “Based on her statement 
and medical examination, a case 
has been registered against the 
accused.”

—Delhi Police (officials)

 “Police teams have been 
conducting raids at possible 
locations to trace and apprehend 
the accused.”

—Delhi Police (officials)

Tripura TTADC Group 
A, B Employees’ 
Salaries on Hold

TRIPURA

The Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Coun-
cil (TTAADC) stopped the 
salaries of its Group A and B 
officers following a Tripura 
High Court order in a case 
involving Rs 16.03 lakh in 
retirement dues owed to a 
former council employee. 
The council made the deci-
sion public on days after 
Chief Executive Member 
Chaitanya Murti issued an 
order directing that the sala-
ries of all Group A and B 
officers “shall not be re-
leased until further order".

The High Court passed the 
order on September 9 after a 
TTAADC employee ap-
proached it claiming that he 
had not received retirement 
benefits amounting to Rs 
16.03 lakh after superannu-
ation on January 31, 2025.

The council had told the 
court that the state Finance 
Secretary needed to be made 
a party to the case and that it 
could not release the money 
unless the state government 
routed the funds through the 
Finance Secretary.

But the court, after taking 
assistance from the Advo-
cate General, was told that 
the TTAADC is an autono-
mous body with its own 
funds and does not require 
the Finance Secretary’s per-
miss ion  to  re lease  the  
money.

When the council’s lawyer 
again argued that the Fi-

nance Secretary should in-
tervene to facilitate the pay-
ment, the High Court direct-
ed the TTAADC Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Finance Secre-
tary and district treasury of-
ficers to examine the issue 
and take necessary action.

The court also ordered 
that the TTAADC CEO’s 
salary be withheld and di-
rected that salaries of the 
council’s employees and of-
ficers be stopped, with 
Group C and Group D em-
ployees exempted, until the 
matter was resolved. Acting 
on a September 11 commu-
nication from the High 
Court’s Deputy Registrar, 
Murti issued the September 
17 order stating that salaries 
of all Group A and B offi-
cers under the council would 
not be released until further 
orders.

The case will come up for 
hearing again on October 5. 
The development has drawn 
criticism from the opposi-
tion, with CPI(M) MLA and 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Tripura Assembly accus-
ing the Pradyot Debbar-
ma-led Tipra Motha Party 
(TMP) government of fail-
ing to manage the council’s 
finances.

Student Sahil Wakode’s 
Father Detained While 

Heading To IIT-Bombay
MUMBAI

Mumbai Police on Thursday 
detained Ravindra Wakode 
in Bhandup while he was on 
his way to the IIT-Bombay 
campus in Powai to begin a 
hunger strike following the 
death  of  h is  son,  sec-
ond-year student Sahil Wa-
kode. Ravindra said he 
planned to go on a hunger 
strike over the death of his 
son, who died by suicide on 
September 18.

Advocate Nikhil Kamble 
said, “Today, Sahil’s family 
was on their way to IIT 
Bombay to stage a hunger 
str ike,  as they had an-
nounced at the press confer-
ence. Unfortunately, my cli-
ents have again been de-
tained by Mumbai Police. 
They are not being allowed 
to go to IIT Bombay to stage 
the hunger strike. I believe 
they need to be provided le-
gal protection rather than 
being detained."

M e a n w h i l e ,  M u m b a i 
Youth Congress and NSUI 
workers held a protest out-
side the IIT-Bombay cam-
pus, seeking a fast-track in-
quiry and justice for Sahil. 
Several  NSUI-Congress 
workers were also detained 
by police as security was 
t i g h t e n e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
campus.

The Mumbai Police Crime 
Branch, in its preliminary 
findings, said CCTV camer-
as captured Sahil’s move-
ments inside the examina-
tion hall between 12.30  

pm and 12.45 pm on Sep-
tember 18.

Accord ing  to  pol ice , 
around 15 minutes before 
the examination was sched-
uled to end, Sahil was seen 
bending down and looking 
at something in his pocket. A 
professor then questioned 
him and took him aside, 
away from the other stu-
dents, the Crime Branch 
said.

“After leaving the exam-
ination hall, Sahil moved 
across  the campus.  He 
reached his hostel room at 
approximately 1.25 pm. He 
did not step out of the room 
thereafter," a Crime Branch 
official said. Police have ap-
pealed to people against 
speculation or drawing pre-
mature conclusions.

IIT-Bombay has separately 
constituted a 10-member 
committee to examine the 
circumstances surrounding 
Sahil’s death. Professor 
Doolla has been relieved of 
his administrative responsi-
bilities and sent on leave un-
til the inquiry is completed. 
Sahil, a second-year BTech 
student in the Department of 
Energy Science and Engi-
neering, died by suicide on 
September 18. 

SC Revises  
Order in Noida 

DM Case
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day revised its order in the 
matter concerning Gautam 
Buddh Nagar District Magis-
trate Medha Roopam and clar-
ified that there is no stay on 
the relief granted to student 
Akriti Chaudhary against her 
detention. The apex court had 
stayed the Allahabad High 
Courts direction for DM Roo-
pam to pay Rs 5 lakh compen-
sation from her salary for the 
detention of student under the 
National Security Act (NSA) 
in connection with the Noida 
workers’ protest in April.

The bench said that pend-
ing consideration of the case 
on merits, the operation of the 
high court judgment, particu-
larly paragraphs 27 to 33, 
would remain stayed.

“After hearing senior coun-
sels for the parties, this court 
is of the opinion that till the 
matter is heard on merits, the 
operation of the impugned 
judgment, particularly, para 
Nos. 27 to 33 shall remain 
stayed," it ordered.

The case relates to Chaud-
hary, a 25-year-old Delhi Uni-
versity history graduate who 
was detained under the NSA 
in connection with the Noida 
workers’ protest in April. She 
had challenged her detention 
before the Allahabad High 
Court.

On September 2, the high 
court allowed her habeas cor-
pus petition and quashed the 
detention order, directing her 
release if she was not required 
in any other case.

Sahni’s 
controversial 

remark sparks 
outrage

NEW DELHI

Vikasheel Insaan Party (VIP) 
chief and former Bihar minis-
ter Mukesh Sahni trained 
guns at Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) Gyanesh 
Kumar, saying that he would 
have “shot him" if “pardoned 
for one murder." His remarks 
came a day after a report 
claimed that Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had 
formally objected at least 14 
times over 10 months to deci-
sions and orders issued in 
connection with electoral-roll 
procedures.

The objections, according to 
the report, included issues re-
lated to Form 6 for new voters, 
additions and deletions from 
electoral rolls and the gradual 
centralisation of voter database 
systems. Addressing Gyanesh 
Kumar, Sahni told reporters: “I 
want to tell Gyanesh Kumar… 
have some shame that you are 
playing with the Constitution 
of the country. If we were for-
given for committing one mur-
der, I would have shot Gya-
nesh Kumar".

The VIP leader alleged a 
collusion between the Elec-
tion Commission and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
“Democracy is being stifled, 
elections symbolises the peo-
ple’s power to remove those 
who don’t work; Election 
Commission has become the 
BJP Commission, CEC Gya-
nesh Kumar must realise that 
he is playing with the consti-
tution", he said, reported PTI. 
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New Power Policy Moves to Cabinet
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Power has 
moved the draft National 
Electricity Policy 2026 for 
Cabinet consideration after 
incorporating comments and 
observations received from 
stakeholders, Union Power 
Secretary Pankaj Agarwal 
said on Thursday.

Speaking at the second In-
dian Power Sector Confer-
ence in New Delhi, organised 
around the theme Building a 
Reliable, Flexible and Mar-
ket-Ready Power System, 
Agarwal said the ministry had 
circulated the draft policy for 
stakeholder consultation in 
January this year. The minis-
try has since consolidated the 
feedback and moved the Cab-
inet note for inter-ministerial 
consultation. 

The proposed policy is in-

tended to replace the existing 
National Electricity Policy 
notified in 2005 and address 
the changing requirements of 
India’s power sector. The 
draft focuses on ensuring ad-
equate power availability, re-
liable and quality supply, fi-
nancial viability and commer-
cial sustainability of the elec-
tricity sector. 

Agarwal said the challenges 
facing the sector  have 
changed significantly since 
2005. India has now crossed 
300 GW of non-fossil capaci-

ty, making grid management 
and transmission expansion 
increasingly important areas 
of focus. 

The draft policy covers 
generation, renewable energy, 
energy storage, transmission, 
distribution, power markets, 
grid operations, cybersecurity, 
data sharing and technology 
development. It also seeks to 
strengthen grid resilience and 
facilitate greater integration 
of renewable energy.

The policy targets per-cap-
ita electricity consumption of 
2,000 kWh by 2030 and more 
than 4,000 kWh by 2047. It 
also proposes measures to im-
prove distribution efficiency, 
reduce losses and strengthen 
consumer-centric electricity 
services. 

The proposed framework is 
aligned with the government’s 
Viksit Bharat @2047 vision 
and is expected to provide a 
long-term roadmap for a more 
flexible and future-ready 
power system.

POWER POLICY 2026

BJP’s Rs 529  
Crore Poll Blitz  
Across 5 States

2 Burnt To Death, 2 
Critical As Vehicle Catches 

Fire After Hitting Pole

NEW DELHI
The BJP reported Rs 529.39 
crore in election expenditure 
across Assam, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry and West 
Bengal for the 2026 Assem-

bly polls, an analysis of filings 
shows. West Bengal account-

ed for Rs 286.99 crore, over 
half the party’s reported 
spending across the five 

states and Union Territory. 
The spending coincided with 
a decisive result, as the BJP 
won 207 of West Bengal’s 
294 Assembly seats, while 

the Trinamool Congress se-
cured 80. In comparison, the 
Congress reported expendi-

ture of Rs 27.65 crore in West 
Bengal.

GUWAHATI
Two people were killed and 

two others were seriously in-
jured in a road accident in the 

Kenapatty area of Purani 
Gudam in Assam’s Nagaon 
after the car in which they 

were travelling caught fire fol-
lowing a collision with a 

streetlight pole. According to 
reports, they were travelling in 
a Kia Carens from Arunachal 
Pradesh towards Guwahati 
when the driver reportedly 
lost control, and the car hit 

the divider, after which it over-
turned and hit a street pole 

and turned turtle. The impact 
was followed by a massive 
fire that engulfed the car.

Modi Stresses Service 
as Life’s Purpose

PM Modi urged Seva Yatris to make service the guiding 
principle of public life, linking grassroots engagement, 

welfare delivery and youth participation with nation-building.
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said that 
service should be the prima-
ry purpose of life and re-
main inherent in every indi-
vidual, including those hold-
ing public office. He made 
the remarks during a virtual 
interaction with Seva Yatris 
travelling from Vadnagar to 
Varanasi as part of the Seva 
Sankalp Yatra. 

Modi said the principle of 
“Seva Parmo Dharma”, or 
se rv ice  i s  the  h ighes t  
duty, should continue to 
guide people regardless of 
the position or political 
power they attain. He urged 
the participants to demon-
strate the message of service 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
rather than merely speaking 
about it. 

The Prime Minister linked 
the spirit of service with the 
implementation of welfare 
programmes, citing schemes 
such as PM-KISAN and PM 
Surya Ghar. He said policies 
guided by service can im-
prove last-mile delivery and 
contribute to the country’s 
development.

Modi also highlighted 
government figures on pov-
erty reduction and housing. 
Government sources have 
previously stated that 25 

crore people have moved out 
of poverty and that more 
than four crore permanent 
houses have been provided 
to poor families. 

He said politics, elections 
and governance have their 
respective roles, but na-
tion-building should remain 
the broader objective. He 
also emphasised the role of 
young people in achieving 
the goal of a developed In-
dia by 2047.

The Seva Yatra partici-
pants shared their experienc-
es with the Prime Minister, 
including tree plantation 
drives, cleanliness cam-
paigns, interactions with 
beneficiaries and engage-
ment with communities 
along the route. The current 
journey involves multiple 
groups travelling between 
Vadnagar and Varanasi while 
undertaking community-fo-
cused activities. 

PM MODI INTERACTS WITH SEVA YATRIS 
n �PM Modi interacts virtually with Seva Yatris travelling from 

Vadnagar to Varanasi. 

n �Emphasises “Seva Parmo Dharma” as the guiding principle. 

n Says service should remain central even with political 
power. 

n �Highlights welfare schemes and last-mile delivery. 

n Stresses youth participation in building developed India 
by 2047. 

n Yatris report cleanliness drives, tree plantation and ben-
eficiary interactions. 

India, Pacific Nations 
Deepen FIPIC Cooperation

NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister Dr. 
S. Jaishankar chaired the 
second Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting of the Forum for 
India-Pacific Islands Coop-
eration (FIPIC) on the side-
lines of the 81st United Na-
tions General Assembly in 
New York. The meeting 
brought together senior rep-
resentatives from several 
Pacific Island countries and 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to strengthening cooperation 
through the FIPIC frame-
work. 

The participating minis-
ters reviewed progress since 
the FIPIC summits, particu-
larly developments under 
the 12-point action plan an-
nounced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in 2023.  
Discussions focused on  
areas including renewable 
energy, climate action, di-
saster resilience, education, 
healthcare and capacity 

building.
The meeting was attended 

by the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Finance Minister of 
Samoa and Foreign Minis-
ters from Fiji, Marshall Is-
lands, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands 
and Tuvalu. Representatives 
from Tonga, Micronesia, 
Vanuatu, Nauru and the Pa-
cific Islands Forum also par-
ticipated. 

Jaishankar highlighted In-
dia's development partner-
ship with the Pacific Island 
countries, including projects 
under the FIPIC framework 
and the India-UN Develop-
ment Partnership Fund. He 
pointed to  progress  in 
healthcare, digital capacity 
building, renewable energy 
and disaster resilience.

Among the initiatives dis-

cussed were a 100-bed su-
per-specialty hospital in Fiji, 
healthcare assistance, solar-
isation projects and IT ca-
paci ty-bui lding centres 
across Pacific nations. India 
has also been working on 
sea ambulances and dialysis 
facilities for countries in the 
region. 

The ministers also reaf-
firmed the importance of 
cooperation in regional and 
multilateral forums. Jaishan-
kar said India remains com-
mitted to developing part-
nerships based on the prior-
ities identified by Pacific 
Island countries.

The meeting comes as In-
dia continues to expand its 
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
Pacific region through de-
velopment assistance, capac-
ity building and sector-spe-
cific cooperation.

India and Pacific Island 
nations reviewed 

development cooperation 
while reaffirming their 
commitment to deeper 

partnership across 
regional and multilateral 

platforms.

 
“India was ready to design 

specialised training modules in 
areas identified by Pacific Island 

countries as priorities.”
—Dr. S. Jaishankar (External Affairs 

Minister of India) 

KEY AREAS OF  
COOPERATION

Renewable energy 

Disaster resilience 

Climate action 

Healthcare 

Education 

Capacity building 

Digital and IT cooperation 

Regional and multilateral  
engagement

“We have aggregated all the 
stakeholders comments. We have 
already moved the Cabinet note 
for the inter-ministerial 
consultation and I think it 
shouldn’t be taking very long.”

—Pankaj Agarwal (Union Power 
Secretary) 

“Today we are at a very different 
level...we are already at 300 
gigawatt of non-fossil and now 
going forward, the challenges are 
entirely different like grid 
management and building 
transmission systems.”

—Pankaj Agarwal (Union Power 
Secretary) 

US Envoy Visits 
Yudh Abhyas Drills

JAIPUR

US Ambassador to India 
Sergio Gor on Thursday ar-
rived at the Mahajan Field 
Firing Range in Rajasthan to 
witness the ongoing In-
dia-US joint military exer-
cise Yudh Abhyas 2026, as 
troops from both countries 
conducted coordinated train-
ing drills.

Gor said in a social media 
post that he was looking for-
ward to seeing Indian and 
US Army troops train side 
by side. He described the ex-
ercise as an important plat-
form for the two forces to 
train together and exchange 
operational knowledge. 

The 22nd edition of Yudh 
Abhyas is being conducted 
simultaneously at the Auli 
Foreign Training Node in 
Uttarakhand and the Maha-
jan Field Firing Range in 
Rajasthan. Around 600 per-
sonnel from each country 
are participating in the  
exercise. 

According to the Ministry 
of Defence, the exercise is 
aimed at enhancing the joint 
military capability of the 
two armies for the employ-
ment of Integrated Battle 
Groups in mountainous and 
semi-mountainous terrain, 
with particular emphasis  
on  i n fan t ry -domina t ed  
operations.

The drills are designed to 
improve interoperability be-
tween the forces and facili-
tate the exchange of opera-
tional best practices. They 
also focus on joint planning 
and execution, allowing sol-
diers from both sides to 
share tactics, techniques and 
procedures.

Technology is another key 
component of this year's ex-
ercise. The Defence Minis-
try said troops are using 
drones and autonomous sys-
tems for surveillance and 
reconnaissance, while con-
temporary weapon systems 
are also being demonstrated 
at the Mahajan range. 

Yudh Abhyas 2026
- 22nd edition of the India-US 

bilateral Army exercise. 

- Conducted simultaneously 
at Auli, Uttarakhand, and 

Mahajan, Rajasthan. 

- Around 600 personnel  
from each country are 

participating. 

- Focus on Integrated  
Battle Groups and infantry 

operations. 

- Training includes drones, 
autonomous systems and 

contemporary weapons. 

- Emphasis on interoperability, 
joint planning and 

coordinated operations.

NBEMS declares NEET 
PG 2026 results  

on official website
NEW DELHI

The National Board of Exam-
inations in Medical Sciences 
(NBEMS) has declared the 
NEET PG 2026 result, bring-
ing an important stage of the 
postgraduate medical admis-
sion process to a close for 
thousands of medical aspi-
rants across the country.

The result has been made 
available on the official 
NBEMS website following 
the conduct of the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test 
for Postgraduate (NEET PG) 
examination on August 30. 
The examination was held na-
tionwide for candidates seek-
ing admission to postgraduate 
medical programmes for the 
2026-27 academic session.

According to NBEMS, a 
total of 2,65,960 candidates 
appeared for the NEET PG 
2026 examination. The exam-
ination serves as an entrance 
route for admission to several 
postgraduate medical pro-
grammes, including MD, MS, 
DNB, DrNB Direct 6-year 
Courses and PG Medical Di-
ploma Courses.

Candidates who appeared 
for the examination will be 
able to access their individu-
al  scorecards from the 
NBEMS website on and after 
October 1. The scorecard will 

provide candidates with their 
individual examination per-
formance and will be an im-
portant document for the sub-
sequent admission and coun-
selling process.

NBEMS has also informed 
candidates that the NEET PG 
2026 answer key is expected 
to be published on its website 
on October 1. The release of 
the answer key will provide 
candidates with an opportuni-
ty to review the responses 
considered for evaluation and 
understand their performance 
in the examination.

The declaration of the re-
sult marks the beginning of 
the next phase of the post-
graduate medical admission 
process. Candidates will need 
to keep track of further an-
nouncements concerning 
counselling, seat allocation, 
eligibility requirements and 
other admission-related pro-
cedures issued by the rele-
vant authorities.

NEET PG remains one of 
the country's major medical 
entrance examinations, with 
a large number of MBBS 
graduates competing for 
postgraduate seats across 
various medical specialities. 
The examination is conduct-
ed as part of the admission 
process for the upcoming ac-
ademic session.

West Bengal govt makes GeM 
mandatory for procurement 

of goods and services
KOLKATA

The West Bengal govern-
ment has made procurement 
through the Government 
e-Marketplace, or GeM, 
mandatory for departments 
and organisations under its 
administrative control.

The decision was an-
nounced by the state Finance 
Department, which directed 
all government departments, 
subordinate offices and or-
ganisations to procure goods 
and services through the 
GeM platform. The move is 
aimed at bringing greater 
transparency and efficiency 
to the state's public procure-
ment system while helping 
government bodies achieve 
potential cost savings.

Under the new direction, 
departments and organisa-
tions covered by the order 
will be required to use GeM 
for the procurement of goods 
and services instead of rely-
ing on separate procurement 
mechanisms. The Finance 
Department has instructed 
the concerned offices to be-
gin the process of onboard-
ing onto the platform imme-
diately.

G e M  i s  a  g o v e r n -
ment-backed online procure-
ment platform designed to 
facilitate the purchase of 
goods and services by gov-
ernment departments and 
public sector organisations. 
The platform provides a dig-
ital marketplace through 

which government buyers 
can identify suppliers, com-
pare products and services 
and comple te  procure-
ment-related transactions.

The West Bengal govern-
ment's decision is expected 
to bring a more uniform pro-
curement process across its 
administrative departments 
and subordinate organisa-
tions. By shifting procure-
ment activities to a common 
digital platform, the govern-
ment intends to improve 
oversight of purchases and 
make procurement processes 
more transparent.

The Finance Department 
has also emphasised the po-
tential for greater efficiency 
and cost savings through the 
use of GeM. A centralised 
digital procurement system 
can allow government organ-
isations to access a broader 
range of suppliers and com-
pare available offerings be-
fore making purchases.

All departments and or-
ganisations under the admin-
istrative control of the state 
government have been asked 
to initiate the onboarding 
process without delay. This 
will involve ensuring that the 
concerned offices are regis-
tered on the platform and are 
equipped to undertake pro-
curement through the digital 
system. The move forms part 
of a broader effort to in-
crease the use of digital sys-
tems in government adminis-
tration and public spending. 

Minister's Shocker 
on Bihar Sexual 

Assault Cases
PATNA

Bihar Minister Ashok Choud-
hary, fielding questions on the 
alleged sexual assaults in Sa-
mastipur and Jamui, cau-
tioned a journalist "do not set 
a narrative", reasoning that 
such incidents happen in 
America and Japan as well.

"It is a state (Bihar) with a 
population of 14 crore. There 
is no shortage of wicked, un-
educated, ignorant, boorish, 
and uncouth people. People 
who play a role in undermin-
ing the rule of law and bring-
ing disrepute to Bihar," the 
Minister, speaking in Hindi, 
said.

A girl was allegedly ha-
rassed in public by a group of 
people who behaved inde-
cently with her in Bihar's Sa-
mastipur district, following 
which four accused were ar-
rested, police said on Thurs-
day. The incident bore a stark 
resemblance to cases of mo-
lestation reported in Jamui 
and Darbhanga over the last 
several days.

Does the government have 
no authority left? a journalist 
asked, questioning how are 
people supposed to walk on 
the streets. "Look, don't set a 
narrative," the Minister shot 
back. "We are not setting a 
narrative, sir," the reporter 
replied.

Telangana Orders Probe Into Land 
Holdings Linked To KCR Family

HYDERABAD

The Telangana government 
has intensified scrutiny of 
land records and alleged irreg-
ularities involving properties 
linked to former Chief Minis-
ter and BRS chief K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao (KCR) and 
several other Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi leaders, with Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy or-
dering a series of inquiries 
into landholdings and alleged 
violations.

The developments follow a 
detailed Assembly discussion 
on Section 22-A of the Regis-
tration Act, after which the 
government constituted a 

high-level committee to exam-
ine pending issues related to 
properties on the prohibited 
list.

The panel, headed by Chief 
Commissioner of Land Ad-
ministration D.S. Lokesh Ku-
mar, has been tasked with ex-
amining records and resolving 
cases within its terms of refer-
ence.

Separately, the government 
has ordered an inquiry into 
land surrounding KCR's farm-
house at Erravalli in Siddipet 
district. Revenue officials are 
surveying 388 acres in Survey 
No. 325, spread across Erra-
valli, Varadarajpur and Ven-
katapur villages. Notices have 

been issued to landholders and 
officials are verifying posses-
sion and related records.

Earlier this month, speaking 
in the Assembly, Revanth 
Reddy alleged that KCR and 
his extended family were 
linked to about 439.3 acres of 
land spread across nine dis-
tricts, 24 mandals and 31 vil-
lages.

He further alleged that 388 
acres of government land near 
the farmhouse were under il-
legal occupation and said that, 
if the claim is established 
through due process, the land 
would be recovered and dis-
tributed among poor Dalit 
families.
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Nepal begins deportation of 88 Chinese nationals
KATHMANDU

 
Nepal has begun the depor-
tation of 88 Chinese nation-
als accused of violating visa 
conditions by working at a 
meat-processing project de-
spite holding business visas 
issued for other purposes. 
The Department of Immigra-
tion said their visas have 
been cancelled and they will 
be barred from entering Ne-
pal for three years.

The 88 nationals were 
found working at Ziyan 
Foods Pvt. Ltd., which is de-
v e l o p i n g  t h e  N e p a l 
Heat-Processed Buffalo 
Meat Export to China Proj-

ect in Sindhuli district’s Ma-
rini Rural Municipality. 

The project has financial 
backing from Chengdu Tian 
Food Limited. Immigration 
officials said the individuals 
had obtained business visas 
in the names of other com-
panies, including for pro-
posed restaurants or soft-
ware businesses, but were 
found engaged in activities 
at the meat-processing facil-
ity.Department of Immigra-
tion spokesperson Tikaram 
Dhakal said the nationals 
were involved in employ-
ment, labour and other activ-
ities that did not match the 
purposes for which their 

business visas had been ap-
proved. The violations were 
discovered during a moni-
toring exercise conducted 
with relevant authorities.

Officials found 501 Chi-
nese nationals staying at the 
China- inves ted  pro jec t 
during the inspection. Of 
these, 329 had entered Nepal 
on tourist visas and are now 
being investigated for possi-
ble violations. Authorities 
are examining their travel 
histories, duration of stay 
and activities to determine 
whether they were employed 
at the project while holding 
tourist visas.

The issue came to official 

attention after the District 
Administration Office in 
Sindhuli informed authori-
ties about the unusually 
large number of Chinese na-
t iona l s  s t ay ing  a t  t he 
meat-processing industry. 
Officials also received com-
plaints alleging activities 
that affected the local envi-
ronment and culture. Au-
thorities have cautioned the 
company and are consider-
ing whether to issue a warn-
ing or directive.

Nepal’s immigration rules 
require foreign nationals 
holding business visas to re-
main in the country for the 
purpose for which their visas 

were granted. Such visas 
cannot be used for employ-
ment or unrelated labour. 
The Immigration Depart-
ment has also asked compa-
nies and employers not to 
employ foreign nationals 
without the appropriate visa 
and required approvals.

According to immigration 
department data, Nepal de-
ported 695 Chinese nation-
als between 2021 and 2025, 
the highest number among 
foreign nationals during the 
period. Overall, 2,267 for-
eign nationals were deported 
during those five years, with 
Chinese citizens accounting 
for 30.65 per cent.

BUSINESS VISA FRAUD

4 killed in 
fresh Pakistan 

airstrikes

US open to limited 
Russia-Ukraine 

ceasefire

Indian seafarer 
killed in Oman 

ship attack

Kabul
Pakistan’s military car-
ried out fresh airstrikes 
on Afghanistan’s Kan-

dahar, Paktia and Khost 
provinces on Thursday, 

killing four civilians, Tali-
ban spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said. He 
condemned the attacks 
as “indiscriminate and 

cowardly” and de-
scribed them as a viola-

tion of Afghanistan’s 
sovereignty. Mujahid 

said the Taliban govern-
ment would respond 
decisively to what it 

called Pakistani aggres-
sion. Former Afghan 

President Hamid Karzai 
also criticised Islama-

bad’s actions and urged 
Pakistan to pursue good 
relations with Afghani-
stan. The latest strikes 
came days after Paki-
stan reportedly carried 
out airstrikes on Kunar 

and Paktika provinces, kill-
ing three people, according 

to Taliban officials.

New York
The United States is 

open to exploring a lim-
ited ceasefire between 

Russia and Ukraine cov-
ering energy and grain, 

Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said. He noted 
that both sides have ex-
pressed interest, but no 

agreement or formal 
proposal has been an-

nounced. Rubio said en-
ergy targets mean dif-
ferent things to Russia 
and Ukraine, with Kyiv 
seeking protection for 

its electricity infrastruc-
ture while Russian oil 
and gas facilities are 

also being targeted. He 
said Washington could 

help if it plays a con-
structive role. Rubio 

cautioned that such a 
limited arrangement 

would not end the war 
but could ease pressure 

and create a basis for 
wider talks.

Muscat
One Indian seafarer was 
killed after commercial 

vessel MV Cape Dao, 
travelling towards India, 

was attacked off Oman’s 
eastern coast. The de-

ceased was identified as 
Suraj Yadav from Deoria, 

Uttar Pradesh. India’s 
Ministry of External Af-

fairs confirmed that 19 In-
dian seafarers were res-

cued and expressed con-
dolences to Yadav’s fami-
ly. The Indian Embassy in 

Oman is coordinating 
with Omani authorities to 

facilitate their return to 
India. The Forward Sea-

men’s Union of India said 
the vessel was struck by 

two torpedoes, damaging 
the crew quarters and 

hull near the engine room. 
India urged an immediate 

halt to attacks on com-
mercial vessels.

Jaishankar holds talks with European partners
These talks happened during ongoing international diplomatic efforts to address the war in Ukraine.

NEW YORK
 

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar held a series of bi-
lateral meetings with Europe-
an counterparts on the side-
lines of the 81st United Na-
tions General Assembly, dis-
cussing the Ukraine conflict, 
India-EU trade, technology, 
energy, defence, connectivity 
and bilateral relations.

Jaishankar met Netherlands 
Foreign Minister Tom Ber-
endsen and exchanged views 
on the Ukraine conflict. The 
two sides also reviewed the 
progress of commitments and 
outcomes linked to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to the Netherlands earlier 
this year. The discussions 
came amid continuing inter-

national diplomatic efforts 
concerning the  war  in 
Ukraine.In his meeting with 
Finnish Foreign Minister Eli-

na Valtonen, Jaishankar dis-
cussed current geopolitical 
and technology-related chal-
lenges, besides bilateral rela-

tions and cooperation within 
the European Union. He said 
India and Finland would con-
tinue to work together on areas 
of mutual interest.Trade and 
investment opportunities con-
nected with the India-EU Free 
Trade Agreement were also 

discussed during Jaishankar’s 
meeting with Slovenia’s For-
eign Minister Tone Kajzer. The 
two ministers discussed pros-
pects for expanding economic 
cooperation as India and the 
European Union work towards 
implementing the proposed 

trade agreement.Their talks 
also covered energy, manufac-
turing, digital cooperation, con-
nectivity, defence and multilat-
eral issues. The discussions re-
flected the broadening of In-
dia’s engagement with Europe-
an countries across economic, 
strategic and technological 
sectors.Jaishankar’s European 
engagements were part of a 
wider schedule of diplomatic 
meetings during the UN Gener-
al Assembly in New York. He 
also participated in meetings 
with Caribbean and Pacific 
partners, focusing on develop-
ment cooperation, climate resil-
ience, renewable energy, tech-
nology and connectivity. He is 
scheduled to address the UN 
General Assembly on Septem-
ber 26.

n �Finland: Discussed geopolitical, technology, and EU 
cooperation with Elina Valtonen.

n �Slovenia: Explored India-EU Free Trade Agreement and 
economic ties with Tone Kajzer.

n �Sectors: Covered energy, manufacturing, digital cooper-
ation, connectivity, and defense.

n �Global South: Met with Caribbean and Pacific partners 
on climate and technology.

n �Schedule: Set to address the UN General Assembly on 
September 26.

Key Highlights

Sindh conference highlights rights and environment
GENEVA

 
The World Sindhi Congress 
(WSC) organised the Sindh 
Conference 2026 in Geneva, 
bringing together scholars, 
researchers, human-rights ac-
tivists and civil-society repre-
sentatives to discuss political, 
social, economic, environ-
mental and human-rights is-
sues concerning Sindh. The 
conference was held under the 
theme “Sindh at Crossroads: 
Defending Its Territorial In-
tegrity, Human Rights, Envi-
ronmental Justice and the 
Right to Self-Determination.”

Speakers discussed civil 
and political rights, democrat-
ic participation, alleged en-
forced disappearances and 
extrajudicial killings, minori-
ty rights, water insecurity, en-
vironmental degradation, re-
source distribution and cultur-
al identity. Human rights ex-
pert Dr Joseph Chongsi spoke 
about the principle of self-de-
termination and its relevance 
to communities facing politi-

cal marginalisation.
WSC representative Rauf 

Leghari raised concerns over 
the distribution of Indus River 
waters and its reported effects 
on Sindh. He referred to water 
shortages, seawater intrusion 
into farmland and deteriora-
tion of the Indus Delta, citing 
claims that around 1.2 million 
acres of fertile land have been 
affected by seawater intru-
sion. Human-rights activist 
Arif Aaajkia opposed propos-
als for dividing Sindh and 
called for greater consider-
ation of provincial resource 
generation in the distribution 
of National Finance Commis-
sion resources.

Other speakers highlighted 
alleged enforced disappear-
ances, missing persons and 
alleged extrajudicial killings. 
Sarang Sindhi of Voice of 

Missing Persons Sindh raised 
these concerns, while WSC 
Executive Committee mem-
ber Hafeezan Wadhio stressed 
the importance of Sindh’s ter-
ritorial and cultural integrity. 
Dr Hidayat Bhutto spoke 
about religious minorities, 
fundamental rights and the 
rule of law. Dr Shagufta Gul 
discussed issues affecting 
women and children, includ-
ing gender-based violence and 
child abuse.In his keynote ad-
dress, WSC Chairperson Dr 
Lakhu Luhana presented the 
organisation’s historical per-
spective on Pakistan’s cre-
ation and its reported conse-

quences for Sindh’s culture, 
language, identity and territo-
rial integrity. He also alleged 
exploitation of the province’s 
natural resources. 

The conference concluded 
with calls for greater interna-
tional attention to alleged 
rights violations, stronger pro-
tection of democratic and mi-
nority rights, transparent re-
source governance and urgent 
action on water and environ-
mental concerns. The organ-
isers said they would continue 
pursuing these issues through 
peaceful, democratic and in-
ternational human-rights 
mechanisms.

Human rights expert Dr. Joseph 
Chongsi discussed self-determina-
tion and its importance for politi-
cally marginalized communities.

US, China extend trade 
truce two months

WASHINGTON
 

The United States and China 
have agreed to extend their 
existing trade truce by two 
months, giving both sides ad-
ditional time to negotiate a 
potentially broader economic 
agreement, US Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent said. The 
extension will move the expi-
ry date of the arrangement 
from November 10 to January 
10, 2027.

Bessent announced the de-
velopment after meeting Chi-
nese Vice Premier He Lifeng 
in Washington ahead of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's 
meeting with US President 
Donald Trump. The officials 
discussed whether the two 
countries could move beyond 
a series of limited agreements 
and work towards a larger 
economic package. 

Bessent said the additional 
time would allow both sides 
to continue discussions on 
trade and other economic is-

sues.
The existing truce, known 

as the Busan Agreement, was 
reached after Trump and Xi 
agreed in South Korea last 
year to ease tensions follow-
ing a period of tit-for-tat tariff 
increases. The arrangement 
reduced some trade restric-
tions and helped prevent a 
further escalation in tariffs 
between the world's two larg-
est economies. The original 
agreement was scheduled to 
expire on November 10.

Bessent said Washington 
and Beijing were still consid-
ering the scope of a possible 
larger deal. He also indicated 
that the United States wanted 
China to more fully meet 
commitments made under the 
existing arrangement during 
the coming months. However, 
Chinese officials had not im-
mediately issued an indepen-
dent confirmation of the ex-
tension.The extension comes 
as Xi visits Washington for 
talks with Trump. 

I, ZUBBER FARUK, S/o 
Faruk Habib, resident of No 
10, Berlie Street, Langford 

Town, Shanthinagar, 
Bengaluru-560025, Have 

Changed My Name to 
ZUBAIR FARUK, vide 

affidavit dated: 24.09.2026 
before Notary G. 

DAYANANDA. Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, RICHA FATIMA, D/o. late 

Asgar Ali aged about 19 years, 
born on 5/12/2007, residing at 
No.13, 5th Floor, Flat No.502, 

Murgesh Mudaliar Road, Fraser 
town post, Bangalore-560005, 
Have Changed My Name to 

RAISA FATHIMA, vide affidavit 
dated: 22.09.2026 before 

Notary MEER HASSAN, B.A., 
LL.B. Bengaluru. 

NAME CHANGE

I, NAHAL FATHIMA, D/o. late 
Asgar Ali, aged about 22 years, 
born on 14/06/2004, residing at 
No.13, 5th floor, Flat No.502, 

Murgesh Mudaliar Road, Frazer 
Town Post, Bangalore-560005, 

Have Changed My Name to 
NIHAL FATHIMA, vide affidavit 

dated: 22.09.2026 before 
Notary MEER HASSAN, B.A., 

LL.B. Bengaluru.t

NAME CHANGE
I, ADDANKI ABHISHEK, son of 
A. Shankar Rao and A. Nirmala 
Rao, aged about 30 years, born 

on 23/02/1996, presently residing 
at No.229, 4th Cross, Virat Nagar, 
Bommanahalli, Bangalore-560068, 
Aadhar No. 5912 1834 7223, Have 

Changed My Name to MOHAMMED 
AYAAN, vide affidavit dated: 

19.09.2026 before Notary MEER 
HASSAN, B.A., LL.B. Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, Vijaylakshmi T.G W/o Late. 
Durgegowda.K.G, Residing at 

T.Gollahalli Village, Kodihalli Hobli, 
Kanakapura Taluk, Bangalore South 
District, Pin Code-562 119. Do here 

inform to the general public that 
while I was changed my house from 
T.Gollahalli Village, Kodihalli Hobli, 

Kanakapura Taluk, Bangalore South 
District. on 10.09.2026 to 22.09.2026, I 
have lost the documents of my property 
Original Sale deed dated:03.07.1967, 

Vide Document No.2200/1967-68, 
Book-I, Volume No.1834, Page:233-
235 situated at T.Gollahalli Village, 
Kodihalli Hobli, Kanakapura Taluk, 

Bangalore South District, in Sy No.301. 
Measuring 2-00 Acre. In spite of best 
efforts I could not trace the same and 

in this regard on 22.09.2026, I had 
lodged online police complaint at police 
unit, Bangalore City vide Lost Report 
No.2438924/2026. If anybody finds 
the above said documents or is in 

possession please handover the same 
to the above said address or contact 
me on. 7760653093, 7892068525.

DOCUMENT LOST
My Client P. Channakeshava  
S/o. Prakash R/o. Pension 
line , Pandavapura town,  

My original sale deed dated 
16-5-2015 in respect of 

the property assessment 
No.1546/1010, measuring 22 
X 23  feet, the said property 

situated at N.M.Road, 
Pandavapura Town, Mandya 
District, of the as document 
No.PDP-1-00504-2015-16, 
CD No.PDPD97. I was lost 
the said deed on 5-8-2026 

at pension line Pandavapura 
town in this connection I filed 

the complaint before the 
Consent Police Station in 

this connection endorsement 
issued on 09-09-2026 if any 
one trace please intimates, 

object me or said Police within 
7 days.

By M.Guruprasad, Advocate, 
No.2, M.Lingaiah Building, 
V.V.Road, Mandya-571401. 

Mob:9242221603.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Judge orders White House access 
restored for media

WASHINGTON
 

A US federal judge has 
ordered the Donald Trump 
administration to restore 
White House access for 
journalists from CNN, MS 
NOW and Politico, ruling 
that the restrictions on the 
three news organisations 
were l ikely unconsti tu-
tional. US District Judge 
Timothy Kelly issued the 
order after the media or-
ganisations challenged the 
administration’s decision 
to revoke their access and 
press credentials.

Kelly, who was appoint-
ed to the federal bench by 
Trump, issued the ruling 
in a lawsuit filed by the 
three organisations. The 
case followed the admin-
istration’s decision to bar 
their journalists from the 
White House grounds and 
revoke their  hard press 
badges. The outlets argued 
that  the move violated 
thei r  Fi rs t  Amendment 
rights.

Dur ing  a  hear ing  on 
Wednesday, Kelly ques-
tioned whether the admin-
i s t ra t ion  had  fo l lowed 
proper due process before 

withdrawing the journal-
ists’ access. He expressed 
scepticism about the gov-
ernment’s handling of the 
decision and said due pro-
cess  “wasn’t  fo l lowed 
here”,  according to re-
ports cited by Reuters.

Representing CNN, MS 
NOW and Politico, attor-
ney Theodore Boutrous 
asked the court to imme-
diately restore their cre-
dentials. He argued that 
the administration’s deci-
sion amounted to view-
point discrimination and 
said the restrictions had 
been imposed without ad-
equate warning. The me-
dia organisations main-
tained that the action was 
connected to their report-
ing and criticism of the 
president.

The Justice Department 

defended the administra-
tion’s position, arguing 
that access to the White 
House is a privilege rather 
than an unrestricted right. 
DOJ  a t to rney  Michae l 
Velchik said the president 
has authority to control 
access to restricted areas, 
including the Oval Office.

In court filings, the de-
partment cited the White 
House’s role as both the 
president’s workplace and 
residence and referred to 
national security and stan-
dards for journalists with 
access to the complex.

The administration also 
accused the outlets of fail-
ing to meet expected stan-
dards, including by pub-
lishing sensitive or classi-
fied information. The me-
dia organisations disputed 
that justification, arguing 
that the administration’s 
current national security 
rat ionale differed from 
Trump’s initial criticism 
of their reporting. Kelly’s 
order represents a tempo-
rary legal setback for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a s  t h e 
b r o a d e r  d i s p u t e  o v e r 
White House press access 
continues.

Milei calls UN useless in sharp attack
NEW YORK

 
Argentine President Javier 
Milei launched a strong crit-
icism of the United Nations 
during his address to the 81st 
UN General Assembly, call-
ing the organisation “use-

less” and accusing it of mov-
ing away from the principles 
on which it was founded. 
Milei said the UN had failed 
in its responsibilities while 
expanding its influence into 
areas beyond its original 
mandate.

US lawmakers 
urge Trump to 

seek farm access
WASHINGTON 

 
Two Republican lawmakers 
have urged US President 
Donald Trump to press Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping for 
reliable access to China’s soy-
bean and beef markets when 
the two leaders meet this 
week. They said previous 
trade commitments have left 
American farmers facing un-
certainty and called for en-
forceable arrangements rather 
than promises.

Senator Pete Ricketts of 
Nebraska wrote to US Trade 
Representative Jamieson 
Greer ahead of the meeting, 
asking the administration to 
seek greater access for Amer-
ican agricultural products and 
ensure that China fulfils exist-
ing purchase commitments. 
Representative Zach Nunn of 
Iowa made a similar appeal, 
saying any new trade agree-
ment should produce measur-
able and enforceable results 
for farmers and workers.

Soybeans are a major focus 
of the lawmakers’ concerns. 
Ricketts’ office said China 
had agreed in October 2025 to 
purchase 25 million metric 
tonnes of US soybeans annu-
ally. 
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n �8–10% annual growth

n �₹3–3.25 lakh crore by 2030

n �₹40,000–50,000 crore val-
ue-add opportunity

n �65–70% localisation target

n �<1% global trade share

IN FOCUS 

“From 
2028, 2029 

onwards, we will be 
actually having the 
export of green 
energy,” 

- Abhay Bakre, 
Mission Director

YouTube Shopping expands merchant network in India
CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

YouTube Shopping is expand-
ing its merchant network in 
India by adding Amazon, 
AJIO, Meesho, Snapdeal and 
Tata CLiQ, as creator earn-
ings and shopping activity 
continue to grow ahead of the 
festive season for Indian cre-
ators and consumers.

The new partners join exist-
ing retailers including Flip-
kart, Myntra, Nykaa, Purplle, 
Shopsy and Tira. YouTube 
said the expansion will pro-
vide consumers and creators 
with a wider range of prod-
ucts across major retailers, 
value marketplaces and spe-

cialised beauty brands. Aver-
age payouts to Indian creators 
rose more than 160 per cent 
year-on-year between the first 
quarters of 2025 and 2026, 
compared with over 100 per 
cent globally.

More than 50 per cent of 
eligible Indian creators are 
now enrolled in the affiliate 
programme, with enrolment 
rising 200 per cent year-on-
year. These creators have 

tagged more than 19 million 
videos. YouTube said over 
450 million logged-in users in 
India search for shopping-re-
lated content, while shop-
ping-related watch time in-
creased 55 per cent year-on-
year.

The platform is also intro-
ducing AI-powered shopping 
tools. Ask YouTube for Shop-
ping will let viewers ask 
product questions on a video’s 
watch page, including through 
voice commands while 
watching on television. Prod-
uct tags for creators with 
global audiences will adapt to 
regional deals and local cur-
rencies. 

YouTube is also expanding 
tools that help brands promote 
creator affiliate content 
through paid campaigns.

Ask Studio for Brand Part-
nerships, which is rolling out 
soon, will use generative AI 
to help creators pitch cam-
paigns and respond to brand 
briefs.

Exclusive Affiliate Cam-
paigns, offering bonus incen-
tives and higher commission 
rates, are scheduled to launch 
in India next year. Globally, 
shopping-related watch time 
crossed 40 billion hours in 
2025, while gross merchan-
dise value increased 13-fold 
over two years.

YOUTUBE EXPANDS SHOPPING

Green hydrogen  
prices boost 

competitiveness
CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

 India’s green hydrogen sec-
tor is moving towards global 
cost competitiveness, with 
the lowest green ammonia 
bid at Rs 49.75 per kg and 
green hydrogen at Rs 279 

per kg, Union Minister Pral-
had Joshi said. Under the Na 
tional Green Hydrogen Mis-
sion, incentives have been 
awarded for 8.62 lakh ton 

nes per annum of green hy-
drogen production and 3k 

MW of domestic elec trolyser 
manufacturing capacity. The 
mission has an outlay of Rs 

19,744 crore.India’s non- fossil 
fuel power capacity has cros 
sed 304 GW, while solar ca-

pacity has exceeded 160 GW. 

NEW DELHI

India expects to begin export-
ing green energy from 2028-
29 as it expands production 
under the National Green Hy-
drogen Mission, Mission Di-
rector Abhay Bakre said. He 
said India is targeting 5 mil-
lion metric tonnes of green 
hydrogen production capacity 
by 2030, supported by ex-
ports.

Bakre said India’s renew-
able energy potential could 

help produce green hydrogen 
and derivatives. These include 
green ammonia and green 
methanol, which can be used 
in fertilisers and shipping. 

Hydrogen is expected to sup-
port sectors such as refineries, 
steel and mobility. He said 
exports would form a part of 
meeting the 2030 target.

Union Minister for New 
and Renewable Energy Pral-
had Joshi said price discover-
ies indicated improving cost 
competitiveness. The lowest 
bid for green ammonia was 
Rs 49.75 per kg, while green 
hydrogen was discovered at 
Rs 279 per kg. India launched 
the National Green Hydrogen 
Mission in January 2023 with 
an outlay of Rs 19,744 crore.

Former German Green Hy-
drogen Commissioner Stefan 
Kaufmann said India could 

become an important produc-
er of green hydrogen and de-
rivatives for overseas mar-
kets. He also highlighted op-
portunities for German and 
Indian companies to cooper-
ate in electrolyser manufac-
turing, combining German 
technology with India’s po-
tential for competitive pro-
duction. Kaufmann said there 
were opportunities to buy 
green hydrogen from India for 
Europe and Germany.

The mission aims to mobil-

ise more than Rs 8 lakh crore 
in investment and add 125 
GW of renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2030. The govern-
ment has awarded 3,000 MW 
per annum of electrolyser 
manufacturing capacity and 
8.62 lakh tonnes per annum of 
green hydrogen production 
capacity. The first green hy-
drogen hub at Pudimadaka 
near Visakhapatnam involves 
an investment of about Rs 
1.85 lakh crore and has a sig-
nificant focus on exports.

India targets green energy exports from 2028
India plans to start exporting green energy by 2028-29, targeting 5 million tonnes of green hydrogen capacity by 2030.

NEW DELHI

 Meta has unveiled its new 
Meta VR Glasses, combining 
built-in Meta AI with virtual 
reality features in a light-
weight device the company 
describes as its “most ad-
vanced device yet.”

The glasses can be 
controlled through 
voice commands, 
eye movements 
and hand ges-
tures. Users can 
p lay  movies , 
open applica-
tions, adjust their 
workspace and 
conduct searches 
without controllers. 
Meta said its AI agent 
is directly integrated into 
the device’s operating system.

The glasses are five times 
lighter than the Meta Quest 3 
and use a two-part design. 

The glasses con-
tain sensors and 

d i s p l a y s , 
while a sepa-
rate  com-
puting puck 
connected 
through an 
optical teth-
er houses the 

battery, stor-
age and pro-

cessing hardware. 
The device features a 

5K Infinite Display using mi-
cro-OLED panels and ul-
tra-compact pancake lenses.

Meta said the glasses sup-

port Dolby Vision and Dolby 
Atmos spatial audio. They are 
also the first IMAX Enhanced 
certified VR device, allowing 
users to access select films in 
expanded formats. The com-
pany is working with plat-
forms including Prime Video, 
YouTube, ESPN, Tubi and 
Crunchyroll, while Peacock, 
HBO Max and Paramount+ 
are bringing 3D content to the 
device.

Meta also announced holo-
gram technology that creates 
a photorealistic digital repre-
sentation of users for hands-
free video calls. The system 
captures facial expressions 
and reactions in real time. The 
company said thousands of 
titles are expected to be avail-
able internationally, while 
partnerships with director 
James Cameron and Light-
storm Vision will bring new 
3D films from 2027.

Meta unveils AI-powered VR 
glasses with advanced features

Meta 
unveils 

lightweight VR 
glasses with built-in 

AI, hands-free 
controls, and a 5K 
display, offering an 

advanced virtual 
reality 

experience.

n �5 new partners: Amazon, 
AJIO, Meesho, Snapdeal, 
Tata CLiQ

n �160%+ rise in creator payouts

n �200% growth in affiliate 
enrolment

n �19 million+ tagged shopping 
videos

n �450 million+ users search 
shopping content

n �55% rise in shopping watch 
time

n �50%+ eligible Indian creators 
enrolled

EXPANSION AT A GLANCE 

NEW TOWN (KOLKATA)

Adani Group Chairman Gau-
tam Adani on Thursday an-
nounced an investment of 
more than Rs 4,000 crore in 
the proposed Adani Arogya 
Mandir in West Bengal, a 
healthcare project expected to 
create over 10,000 jobs.

The 2,000-bed not-for-prof-
it medical institution will in-
clude a medical college, ad-
vanced research facilities and 
healthcare services. Half of its 
beds, or 1,000, will be re-
served for economically 
weaker sections eligible under 
state and central government 

health insurance schemes. 
Adani made the announce-
ment while laying the founda-
tion stone for the project in 
New Town.

“We will invest over 4,000 
crore rupees in this hospital, 
college, and research facility,” 
Adani said. He was accompa-
nied by his wife Priti Adani 
and son Karan Adani during 
the bhumi pujan ceremony.

The healthcare project is 
part of the Adani Group’s 
larger investment plans for 
West Bengal. The group in-
tends to invest more than Rs 1 
lakh crore in the state by 2035 
across sectors including ports, 

logistics, power generation, 
transmission and distribution, 
roads, bridges, ropeways, 
green cement and hyperscale 
data centres.

Adani also announced the 
group’s support for restoring 
Kolkata’s historic Writers’ 
Building. He said West Ben-
gal’s location gives it an op-
portunity to strengthen its role 
as a maritime and logistics 
link connecting India’s indus-
trial heartland, the Northeast 
and the Bay of Bengal. The 
group said its healthcare and 
related projects would support 
employment across the state’s 
healthcare ecosystem.

SHANGHAI

 India is working with Germa-
ny, Japan, Israel and countries 
in the Middle East to align 
vocational training standards 
and help skilled Indian work-
ers access overseas jobs, Na-
tional Skill Development Cor-
poration (NSDC) CEO Arun 
Kumar Pillai said on Thurs-
day.

The initiative is being driv-
en through NSDC Interna-
tional, which works with 
overseas partners to bring 
global skill standards into In-
dia’s training system. Pillai 
said workers trained to Ger-
man or Japanese standards 
could seek jobs in those coun-
tries after meeting language 
requirements. The organisa-
tion is also working with part-
ner countries on skill verifica-
tion.

Pillai said the wider objec-
tive was to improve the qual-
ity of vocational training in 
India and make Indian work-
ers more competitive interna-
tionally. He said nearly 3.6 
lakh people registered for the 
WorldSkills selection process 
across the country during the 
current cycle, indicating 
growing interest in vocational 
skills competitions. 

Candidates progressed 
through state, regional and 
national competitions before 
the final team was selected.

India is sending its larg-
es t -ever  cont ingent  to 
WorldSkills Shanghai 2026, 
with 70 competitors taking 
part across 63 skill categories, 
according to the Ministry of 
Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship. Pillai said inter-
national competitions should 
not be viewed only through 
medal results, but also as op-
portunities to learn from 
countries with established vo-
cational training systems. He 
said India needs to strengthen 
institutions and infrastructure 
while using global exposure 
to improve its own skills eco-
system.

Pillai said the longer-term 
goal was to take the skills 
agenda deeper across the 
country and build a stronger 
pipeline of workers capable of 
meeting global standards. The 
international partnerships  
are intended to connect In-
dia’s vocational training  
system more closely with 
overseas employment oppor-
tunities while improving 
training quality at scale and 
expanding global career op-
portunities.

NEW DELHI

 India must strengthen manu-
facturing, attract foreign in-
vestment and create jobs 
suited to an artificial intelli-
gence-driven economy as it 
seeks to become a developed 
nation by 2047, Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser V Anantha 
Nageswaran said.

Addressing the 13th SBI 
Banking & Economics Con-
clave 2026, Nageswaran said 
India’s development was tak-
ing place amid geopolitical 
tensions, supply-chain risks, 
climate variability and com-
petition from China’s manu-
facturing capabilities. He 
called for greater resilience 

and changes in how both 
public and private sectors op-
erate.

Nageswaran said manufac-
turing would be important for 
growth, economic resilience 
and security, while India 
must continue developing 
services. He noted that the 
goods trade deficit remains 
around 3.5-4 per cent of GDP 

even after excluding oil and 
gold. He said domestic pro-
duction should also remain 
competitive in export mar-
kets rather than simply re-
placing imports.

On foreign investment, 
Nageswaran called for stron-
ger policies, tax certainty, 
investor protection and a 
skilled workforce. 

He also stressed the need 
for buffers in critical com-
modities and domestic capa-
bilities in strategically im-
portant components that 
could become supply-chain 
choke points.

On artificial intelligence, 
Nageswaran said  India 
should focus on both AI-en-

abled and AI-insulated jobs, 
particularly through la-
bour-intensive manufacturing 
and services such as hospital-
ity, tourism and elder care. 
He said slower growth in en-
try-level jobs could increase 
inequality and create social 
risks. 

He also called for making 
trade skills more attractive 
and increasing private-sector 
participation in curriculum 
development. India’s econo-
my grew 7.8 per cent, while 
reforms in digital public in-
frastructure, inclusion, capi-
tal expenditure and formali-
sation were supporting sus-
tained growth of 7 per cent 
or above.

NEW DELHI

 India’s consumer durables 
market is expected to grow 
8-10 per cent annually and 
reach Rs 3-3.25 lakh crore by 
2030, according to a joint re-
port by Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG) and the Con-
federation of Indian Industry 
(CII).

The report said the growth 
could create an additional Rs 
40,000-50,000 crore opportu-
nity for domestic value addi-
tion. However, deeper locali-
sation of components will be 
necessary to reduce import 
dependence. Domestic value 
addition currently accounts 
for about 50-55 per cent of 
the sector’s potential and 
could rise to 65-70 per cent 
by 2030.

The report identified tech-
nology access, manufacturing 
scale and cost competitive-

ness as key challenges for lo-
calising components such as 
TV display panels, air-condi-
tioner compressors, refrigera-
tor insulation and wash-
ing-machine motors. Locali-
sation currently ranges from 
25 per cent to 70 per cent 
across major consumer dura-
ble categories.

Domestic demand is also 
expected to expand, with 
household ownership of large 
appliances still 20-90 percent-
age points below regional 
peers. Rising incomes, easier 

financing, premium products, 
replacement demand and the 
growth of nuclear families are 
expected to support market 
expansion.

Exports offer another op-
portunity, as India currently 
accounts for less than 1 per 
cent of global consumer dura-
bles trade. The report called 
for stronger component eco-
systems, better testing and 
certification facilities, tech-
nology partnerships and im-
proved logistics. 

MUMBAI

The risk of consumers bearing 
the cost of UPI Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR) charges is 
limited to around 10 per cent of 
the overall value on which 
MDR is collected, NPCI Man-
aging Director and CEO Dilip 
Asbe said.

Speaking at the 13th SBI 
Banking & Economics Con-
clave 2026, Asbe said about 75 
per cent of overall UPI transac-
tion value falls outside the 
charging framework and is 
therefore unaffected by the 
MDR policy. Of the nearly Rs 
30 lakh crore in UPI transac-
tion value, merchant payments 
account for around Rs 6-7 lakh 
crore.

Asbe said around 80 per cent 
of the MDR collected comes 
from businesses with annual 
gross merchandise value and 
digital payment collections ex-
ceeding Rs 1,000 crore. These 
large businesses already accept 

credit cards and pay higher 
charges, making them less like-
ly to pass UPI-related costs to 
consumers.

He added that businesses 
with annual turnover of Rs 1 
crore and above could account 
for another 10 per cent of MDR 
collections. While these busi-
nesses also accept credit cards, 
Asbe acknowledged that con-
sumers could potentially bear 
charges in the remaining 10 per 
cent of MDR collections.

On UPI growth, Asbe said 
transaction value is expected to 
increase around 10 per cent this 
year, while transaction volumes 
could rise 15-17 per cent. He 
attributed the slower growth 
partly to reduced investment by 
ecosystem participants after the 
initial years of UPI infrastruc-
ture development. He said the 
long-term goal is to expand 
UPI usage among a billion us-
ers and support wider access to 
credit, investments and insur-
ance.

NEW DELHI

Fashion and lifestyle e-com-
merce platform Myntra has 
created more than 26,000 
seasonal employment oppor-
tunities ahead of the festive 
season and its Big Fashion 
Festival, marking more than 
a two-fold increase in hiring 
compared with last year.

The seasonal workforce in-
cludes 8,000 delivery part-
ners and 2,700 customer ser-
vice roles. More than 350 
positions have been reserved 
for persons with disabilities, 
while women will make up 
30 per cent of the workforce 
at fulfilment centres.

The jobs cover supply 
chain activities such as sort-
ing, grading and packing. 
Workers have been recruited 
from Odisha, Karnataka, Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Jharkhand to 
support operations across 

five fulfilment hubs in Ben-
galuru, Mumbai, Kolkata, 
Bilaspur and Binola.

Myntra said the additional 
workforce will strengthen  
its operational and delivery 
capacity during the festive 
rush. 

The hiring will also sup-
port express services such as 
M-Express, which offers de-
livery within 24 to 48 hours 
in select locations.

Govindraj MK, Chief Hu-
man Resources Officer, My-
ntra, said the company aims 
to create employment and 
income opportunities while 
supporting its seasonal work-
force. 

The company has also 
p l a n n e d  d a i l y  p e r f o r -
mance-based rewards, recog-
nition programmes, team 
challenges and celebrations 
across its fulfilment centres 
during the Big Fashion Festi-
val.

Adani Group announces Rs 
4,000 Cr healthcare investment

Nageswaran calls for manufacturing to drive growth

UPI MDR consumer impact 
limited to 10 per cent

Myntra creates over 26,000 
jobs ahead of festive season

Consumer durables market may 
hit Rs 3.25 lakh crore by 2030

India aligns skill standards 
for overseas jobsNEW DELHI

Türkiye and Bangladesh have an 
nounced purchases of 111 Boeing 
aircraft, with options for another 50 
planes, US President Do nald 
Trump said on Thursday. He said 
the deals would bo ost US exports 
and support American manufactur-
ing jobs.Bangladesh’s national car-
rier Biman Bangladesh Airlines will 
buy 11 additio nal Boeing aircraft, 
taking its planned orders to 25 jets. 

Türkiye, B’desh announce 
Boeing purchases

CARICOM backs  
India’s UNSC bid  

for 2028-29
CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

CARICOM countries have de 
cided to support India’s can-

didature for a non-perma-
nent United Nations Securi-
ty Council seat for the 2028-
29 term, the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs said Thur sday. 
The decision was announc 
ed at the India- CARICOM 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

held during the 81st UN Gen 
eral Assembly in New York. 
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Indian sprinters reach Asian 
Games 100m semifinals

NEW DELHI

Indian sprinters An-
i m e s h  K u j u r  a n d 

Gurindervir Singh 
advanced to the 
m e n ’s  1 0 0 m 
semifinals at 
t h e  2 0 2 6 
Asian Games 
after finish-
ing third 
and sec-
o n d  i n 
their  re-

s p e c t i v e  o p e n -
ing-round heats on 
Thursday, keeping 
India represented in 
the next stage of the 
sprint event.

Kujur  c locked 
10.36 seconds to fin-
ish third in his heat 
and secure qualifica-
tion. Thailand’s Purip-

ol Boonson won the 
race in 9.95 seconds, 

while China’s Zeng Keli 
placed second in 10.22 seconds. 

Kujur recorded a reaction time of 
0.140 seconds and stayed within the 
qualification positions throughout 
the race.

Gurindervir finished second in 
Heat 4 with a time of 10.38 seconds. 
Oman’s Malham Al Balushi took 
first place in 10.29 seconds, while 

I r a n ’ s 

Hassan Taftian was third in 
10.46 seconds. Gurindervir’s 
reaction time was 0.142 sec-
onds, and he finished 0.09 
seconds behind the heat win-
ner. His second-place finish 
secured his progress to 
the semifinals.

The qualification of 
both sprinters gives 
India two representa-
tives in the men’s 
100m semifinals as 
the athletics cam-
paign continues at 
the continental event. 
The duo will now aim t o 
advance to the final. Earlier in 
boxing, Sakshi Chaudhary was 
eliminated after losing 3-2 to 
Kazakhstan’s Balkibekova in 
the women’s 51kg bout. 
Parveen, however, moved into 
the quarterfinals after Tajiki-
stan’s Malika Nozimova con-
ceded a walkover. Parveen 
will next face Uzbekistan’s 
Navbakhor Khamidova in the 
quarterfinal, while Kujur and 
Gurindervir continue India’s 
sprint challenge. Their perfor-
mances ensured India’s presence 
in the next round of the blue-rib-
and sprint event, with both ath-
letes progressing through their 
heats on the same day. The results 
also added to India’s participation in 
athletics at the ongoing Asian Games 
in Aichi-Nagoya in Japan.

Animesh 
Kujur and 

Gurindervir 
Singh 

advanced 
to the 100m 
semifinals, 

keeping 
India’s 
sprint 

challenge 
alive at the 

Asian 
Games.

India win silver in mixed 
4x400m relay at Asian Games

AICHI-NAGOYA

India won the silver medal in 
the mixed 4x400m relay at 
the Asian Games on Thurs-
day, adding another athletics 
medal to its campaign. The 
q u a r t e t  o f  P o o v a m m a 
Machettira, Vishal Thennara-
su, Vithya Ramraj and Manu 
Thekkinalil finished second in 
the final.

The result continued India’s 
strong record in the event. In-
dia won gold in the mixed 
4x400m relay at the 2018 
Asian Games in Jakarta be-
fore claiming silver at the 
2023 Hangzhou Games.

Earlier in the day, India se-
cured qualification for the re-
lay final after finishing sec-
ond in its heat. The team’s 
performance added to a busy 
athletics schedule for the In-

dian contingent.
Seema Kumari also won 

bronze in the women’s 

10,000m final, clocking 
32:50.05. Bahrain’s Winfred 
Yavi took gold in 32:39.18, 

while Japan’s Nozomi Tanaka 
won silver in 32:41.54. See-
ma’s medal ended In-
dia’s 16-year wait for 
a women’s 10,000m 
Asian Games medal.

Earlier, Animesh 
K u j u r  a n d 
Gurindervir 
Singh qual-
ified for 

the 
men’s 

1 0 0 m 
semifinals. 

Animesh finished 
third in his heat, while 
Gurindervir finished 
second. India also re-
corded wins in men’s 
hockey and kabaddi, 
while Roshibina Devi 
won silver in women’s 
sanda and the mixed skeet 
team secured bronze.

Indian rowers win 
bronze, finish fifth

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s men’s quadruple sculls 
crew finished fifth in the final 
at the 2026 Asian Games on 
Thursday, while rowers Sat-
nam Singh and Salman Khan 
secured a bronze medal in the 
men’s double sculls. The qua-
druple sculls team of Kul-
winder Singh, Navdeep 
Singh, Jakar Khan and Balraj 
Panwar clocked 5:52.17.

China won gold in 5:46.03, 
followed by Indonesia in 
5:47.90 and Uzbekistan in 
5:48.96. India finished out-
side the medal positions de-
spite recording a competitive 
time in the final. The result 
came as rowing delivered an-
other medal for India through 
the men’s double sculls event.

Satnam Singh and Salman 
Khan finished third in the 
double sculls final with a tim-
ing of 6:13.25. They were 
3.48 seconds behind the Chi-
nese gold-medal pair of Yi 
Xudi and Nie Yide, while sil-

ver medallists Mekhrojbek 
Mamatkulov and Pavel Sorin 
finished 2.76 seconds ahead 
of the Indian duo. Satnam and 
Salman held second place at 
the 500m, 1000m and 1500m 
marks before slipping back 
late in the race.

The bronze contributed to 
India’s 13th medal at the on-
going Games, taking the tally 
to one gold, five silvers and 
seven bronzes. In the men’s 
singles sculls, Balraj Panwar 
narrowly missed a medal after 
finishing fourth. He stayed 
second at 500m, 1000m and 
1500m but was overtaken by 
Uzbekis tan’s  Shakhboz 
Kholmurzaev and Japan’s Tat-
suya Sakurama in the final 
500m.

Balraj clocked 6:54.80, fin-
ishing 15 seconds behind gold 
medallist Zhiwei Deng of 
China. He had held a five-sec-
ond lead over Sakurama be-
fore the final stretch but even-
tually finished eight seconds 
behind the Japanese rower. 
India’s rowing campaign 
therefore produced a bronze 
medal alongside two fourth 
and fifth-place finishes. The 
results added another medal 
while India remained across 
rowing events.

India’s quadruple sculls crew 
finished fifth, while Satnam 

Singh and Salman Khan won 
bronze in men’s double sculls.

Indian fencers bow out 
in Asian Games sabre

AICHI-NAGOYA

Indian fencers Bhavani Devi 
and Shreya Gupta bowed out in 
the round of 16 of the women’s 
sabre individual event at the 
2026 Asian Games on Thurs-
day, ending their campaigns 
after reaching the knockout 
stages. Bhavani, an Olympian, 
defeated Kazakhstan’s Aigerim 
Sarybay 5-4 and Thailand’s 
Arisara Somphao 5-2 before 
advancing.

Bhavani had suffered three 
pool-stage defeats, losing 5-1 
to South Korea’s Jeongmi 
Kim, 5-4 to Iran’s Najmeh 
Sazanjian and 5-4 to Uzbeki-
stan’s Zaynab Dayibekova. 
She then beat Mongolia’s Ou-
len Tugsjargal 15-8 in the 
round of 32 to reach the 
pre-quarterfinals. Her run end-
ed against China’s Rao Xueyi, 
a 2026 Worlds silver medallist, 
who won 15-5.

Shreya, the other Indian to 
reach the round of 16, also 
faced a tough opponent and 
lost 15-6 to South Korea’s 
Jeon Ha-young, the silver 
medallist at the Paris 2024 
Olympics. The results ended 
India’s challenge in the indi-
vidual women’s sabre compe-
tition, with both fencers unable 

to progress to the quar-
terfinals.

Elsewhere, India add-
ed medals in 
o t h e r 
e v e n t s 
o n 
T h u r s -
day. Roshib-
ina Devi won her second con-
secutive Asian Games silver 
after losing the women’s 
sanda 60kg final to China’s 
Zhang Xiaoyu. Roshibina, 
who also won silver at the 
2022 Hangzhou Games, had 
beaten Vietnam’s  2023 
world champion Nguyen 
Thi Thu Thuy and Indone-
s ia’s  Thania  Kusuman-
ingtyas on her way to the 
final. Rowers Satnam Singh 
and Salman Khan also se-
cured bronze in the men’s 
double sculls, taking India’s 
medal tally to 14, compris-
ing one gold, six silvers and 
seven bronzes. Balraj Pan-
war finished fourth in men’s 
singles sculls after being 
overtaken during the final 
500 metres. The fencing re-
sults came alongside India’s 
medal-winning performanc-
es in sanda and rowing at the 
ongoing Asian Games in Aic-
hi-Nagoya, Japan.

ABHAY, VEER REACH ASIAN 
GAMES SQUASH QUARTERS

AICHI-NAGOYA

Indian squash players Abhay 
Singh and Veer Chotrani ad-
vanced to the men’s singles 
quarterfinals at the 2026 
Asian Games in Aichi-Na-
goya on Thursday after win-
ning their respective round-
of-16 matches. Abhay pro-
duced a comfortable 3-0 
victory over Sri Lanka’s 
Ravindu Laksiri, winning 
11-3, 11-5 and 11-6 in 21 
minutes.

Abhay controlled the con-
test throughout and complet-
ed a straight-games victory 
to move into the last eight. 
He will next face Japan’s 
Ryunosuke Tsukue in the 
quarterfinal. The Indian will 

look to continue his run as 
the singles competition pro-
gresses at the continental 
event.

Veer faced a tougher chal-
lenge against Malaysia’s 
Sanjay Jeeva. After falling 
behind, he fought back to 
level the second game at 7-7 
and eventually won it 11-9. 
Sanjay responded by taking 
the next game 11-8, forcing 
a decider. Veer then regained 
control and won the final 
game 11-6 to seal a 2-1 vic-
tory and secure his quarter-
final place.

India also advanced in the 
women’s singles competi-
tion, with third seed Anahat 
Singh and Tanvi Khanna 
reaching the quarterfinals. 

Anahat defeated Singapore’s 
Au Yeong Wai Iynn 3-0, 
winning 11-4, 11-5 and 11-7. 
Tanvi overcame Au Yeong 
Wai Yhann 3-1 after losing 
the opening game 5-11. She 
then won the next three 
games 11-4, 11-5 and 13-11.

The results set  up an 
all-India women’s singles 
quarterfinal between Anahat 
and Tanvi. In mixed doubles, 
Joshna Chinappa and Vela-
van  Senth i lkumar  a l so 
reached the quarterfinals af-
ter beating fellow Indians 
Suraj Chand and Shameena 
Riaz 2-0, with scores of 11-7 
and 11-10. The second game 
was closely contested, but 
Joshna and Velavan held on 
to complete the victory.

INDIA REACHES KABADDI SEMIFINALS 
AFTER PERFECT GROUP STAGE

AICHI-NAGOYA

The Indian men’s kabaddi 
team advanced to the Asian 
Games semifinals after com-
pleting a perfect group-stage 
campaign with a 37-21 victo-
ry over Chinese Taipei on 
Thursday.

India dominated the open-
ing half, taking a 17-7 lead 
before ending the first half 
23-11. Arjun Deshwal was 
among the standout perform-
ers as the defending champi-
ons-maintained control of the 
contest.

The victory gave India four 
wins from four matches in 
Group A. They had earlier de-
feated Japan 49-24, South 
Korea 63-31 and Bangladesh 
48-25. India are now one vic-
tory away from defending 
their Asian Games title.

Men’s kabaddi has been 
dominated by India since its 
debut at the 1990 Asian 
Games. The team has won 
gold at eight of the nine edi-
tions, with the only exception 
being the 2018 Games, where 

India finished with bronze. At 
the 2022 Hangzhou Games, 
India defeated Iran 33-29 to 
win gold.

India also added medals in 
other events on Thursday. Ro-
shibina Devi secured silver in 
the women’s sanda 60kg cat-
egory, while rowers Satnam 
Singh and Salman Khan won 
bronze in the men’s double 
sculls. India’s medal tally 
reached 14, including one 
gold, six silver and seven 
bronze medals.

MATCH AT A GLANCE
• Group-stage wins: 4

• Latest win:  
37–21 vs Chinese Taipei

• First-half lead: 23–11

• Earlier wins: Japan, South 
Korea and Bangladesh

• Asian Games golds:  
8 of 9 editions

• India’s medals:  
1 gold, 6 silver, 7 bronze

• Current medal tally: 14

Anantjeet, Parinaaz 
wins mixed skeet bronze

AICHI-NAGOYA

Anantjeet Singh Naruka and 
Parinaaz Dhaliwaal won the 
bronze medal for India in the 
mixed team skeet shooting 
final at the 2026 Asian 
Games on Thursday. The In-
dian pair scored 44 points 
across six series, finishing 
behind China and South Ko-
rea. China won gold with 52 
points, setting a new world 
record, while South Korea 
took silver with 51.

China’s score surpassed the 
previous world record of 47, 
held by Qatar since 
January 2026. Qatar 
finished fourth with 
18 points. Anantjeet 

and Parinaaz had 
entered the title 
contest after 
finishing 
fourth 
i n 

qualification with a combined 
score of 138 out of 150. Chi-
na topped qualification with 
140, followed by South Korea 
with 143 and Qatar with 145.

The bronze was India’s 
15th medal of the ongoing 
Games, taking the tally to one 
gold, six silvers and eight 
bronzes. It was also India’s 
eighth shooting medal at the 
event, with the medals equal-
ly divided between silver and 
bronze. Both shooters had 
also contributed to India’s 
skee t  team medals  on 
Wednesday.

Earlier, India finished 
fourth in the men’s 10m air 
pistol team event. Kamaljeet, 
Kedarling Balakrishna and 
Aakash Bhardwaj combined 
for 1727-53x, behind China, 

Indonesia and Japan. 
Kamaljeet scored 
580-16x, Aakash re-
corded 579-20x, 
and Kedarling fin-
ished with 568 
points. Only the 
top eight shooters 
advanced to the 
individual final, 

leaving the Indian 
trio outside qualifica-
tion.

India also added 
m e d a l s  t h r o u g h 
wushu and rowing on 
Thursday. Roshibina 
Devi won silver in 
the women’s sanda 
60kg event, while 
Satnam Singh and 
Salman Khan secured 
bronze in men’s dou-
ble sculls.  

Anahat, Tanvi set up all-
India squash quarterfinal
AICHI-NAGOYA: Indian 
squash players Anahat Singh 
and Tanvi Khanna advanced to 
the women’s singles quarterfi-
nals at the 2026 Asian Games 
on Thursday, setting up an 
all-India clash in the last eight. 
Third seed Anahat defeated 
Singapore’s Au Yeong Wai 
Iynn 3-0, winning 11-4, 11-5 
and 11-7 to secure her place in 
the quarterfinals.

Anahat, the World Cup win-
ner, controlled the match from 
the opening game and com-
pleted a straight-games victory. 
Her result put her into the next 
stage of the singles competi-
tion, where she will meet fel-
low Indian Tanvi after the lat-
ter also won her round-of-16 
contest against Singapore’s Au 
Yeong Wai Yhann.

Tanvi recorded a 3-1 victory 
after losing the opening game 
5-11. She responded by taking 
the next three games 11-4, 
11-5 and 13-11, completing 
her comeback and booking a 
quarterfinal meeting with Ana-
hat. The all-India contest will 
provide another domestic bat-
tle in the women’s singles 
draw. India also progressed in 
mixed doubles, with Joshna 
Chinappa and Velavan Senthil-
kumar reaching the quarterfi-
nals after defeating compatri-
ots Suraj Chand and Shameena 
Riaz 2-0. Joshna and Velavan 
won the opening game 11-7 
before taking a closely fought 
second game 11-10. Suraj and 
Shameena fought back from 
7-9 to level the second game at 
9-9, but the senior pair closed 
out the contest. 

Injury ends Sumit Kundu’s 
Asian Games campaign

AICHI-NAGOYA

Indian boxer Sumit Kundu’s men’s 70kg campaign at the 
2026 Asian Games ended in the round of 16 on Thursday 
after a knee injury forced the referee to stop his contest 
against Iraq’s Ali Al-Sarray. Kundu had won the opening 
two rounds before the injury brought his bout to an early 
end. Kundu started strongly, using his height and 
weight advantage to land several big punches and 
take the first round. He continued to hold the upper 
hand in the second, winning it 3-2 despite Al-Sar-
ray’s efforts to fight back. However, at the start of 
the third round, Kundu began to hobble after slip-
ping. The referee then stopped the contest because 
of his knee injury. The result ended Kundu’s run 
after he had entered the round of 16 with a unani-
mous-decision victory over Thailand’s Bunjong Sin-
siri in Monday’s preliminary bout. Against Sinsiri, 
Kundu gradually found his rhythm after an aggres-
sive start from the Thai boxer and won the opening 
round 4-1 on the judges’ cards.

Kundu controlled the second round by patiently 
choosing his punches and increased his attacks 
during the final 30 seconds. He then adopted a more 
measured approach in the third round, avoiding un-
necessary exchanges while continuing to land ef-
fective punches. 
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Allu Arjun movie Raaka 
breaks global records

Icon Star Allu Arjun is ready 
to set a new global bench-
mark for Indian cinema with 
his upcoming film, Raaka. 

Directed by Atlee and produced 
under the banner of Sun Pictures, 
the high-budget socio-fantasy 
project has already created history 
before its release.

The film officially entered the 
Guinness World Records for cap-
turing the highest number of re-
al-time movements using ad-
vanced motion-capture technolo-
gy. The production team used this 
cutting-edge system across multi-
ple scenes simultaneously, match-
ing Hollywood standards.

Speaking at a special event or-

ganized to celebrate the achieve-
ment, Allu Arjun shared his ex-
citement. He credited director 
Atlee's clear creative vision for 
making this technical milestone 
possible. He noted that the project 
does not just aim for domestic 
success, but aims to compete on 
the world stage. The actor ex-
pressed deep gratitude to the tech-
nical crew, including the cine-
matographer, action direc-
tor, and music team, 
for their tireless hard 
work behind the 
scenes.  He also 
thanked Sun Pic-
tures for providing 
strong production 
support through-
out the demand-
ing schedule.

Addressing his 
fans directly, the 
actor acknowl-
edged that the am-
bitious production is 
taking time to complete. He 
kindly requested viewers to re-
main patient, promising that 
the wait will deliver a truly 
memorable cinematic specta-
cle. With groundbreaking visu-
al effects and an energetic team 
behind it, the makers believe 
the film will surprise audiences 
worldwide upon its final theat-
rical release.

Radhika 
Apte recalls 
facing harsh 

public 
humiliation

Acclaimed actor Radhika 
Apte has candidly revisit-

ed one of the most painful 
phases of her professional ca-
reer, reflecting on the severe 
emotional trauma caused when 
an intimate video clip linked to 
her was leaked online.

The incident took a devastat-
ing toll on her mental well-be-
ing and daily routine. Apte 
revealed that she felt pro-
foundly shaken upon discov-
ering that everyday acquain-
tances around her, including 
her personal driver and res-
idential watchman, were 
a c -

tively watching the viral footage 
on their phones. The sudden vio-
lation of her privacy made her 
feel intensely vulnerable, isolat-
ed, and exposed to harsh public 
judgment. Overwhelmed by 
anxiety and shame, the star 
confessed that she could not 
bring herself to step out 
of her home for four 
full days. She noted 
that managing the 
intense public gaze 
proved extraordi-
narily challenging, underscor-
ing the serious psychological 
impact celebrities face when 
their private boundaries 
a r e  c a l l o u s l y 
breached 

online.

Parineeti Chopra 
slams trolls over 

postpartum bodies
Bollywood actor Parineeti 

Chopra  has  voiced 
strong criticism against the 
routine online scrutiny of 
women’s physical appearanc-
es after childbirth, calling 
such trolling completely un-
educated.

Speaking in a recent inter-
view while promoting her 
upcoming thriller web series, 
the actor questioned why so-
ciety treats natural post-preg-
nancy changes with such 
harsh judgment. 
Chopra, who 
w e l c o m e d 
h e r  b a b y 
b o y  l a s t 
y e a r , 
p o i n t e d 
out that 
p e o p l e 
ea s i l y 
cele-

brate athletic muscles or va-
cation suntans as normal 
signs of life experiences. 
However, marks and physical 
shifts resulting from giving 
birth often attract unwarrant-
ed negativity from digital 
critics.

Chopra shared that she 
views her own stretch marks 
with immense pride, seeing 
them as a beautiful reminder 
of bringing a child into the 
world. She questioned who 
gives critics the right to de-
mand rapid weight loss time-

lines from new mothers, 
urging women everywhere 
to simply tune out cruel 
commentary from idle in-
dividuals online. 

Her strong remarks ar-
rive amid a broader con-
versation in Hindi cine-
ma, following recent 

incidents where sever-
al prominent stars 
rallied to defend 
fellow actors fac-
ing similar unso-
l i c i t e d  b o d y 
shaming on so-
cial media.

On the profes-
sional front, the 
actor is making 
her digital plat-
form debut in 
the investiga-
tive mystery 
drama Shaque: 
Trust No One. 
The narrative 
follows a de-
t e r m i n e d 
m o t h e r ’s 
search for 
her miss-
ing child, 
d i v i n g 
deep into 
b r o k e n 

trust and 
long-buried 

family secrets. 
T h e  s h o w 

premieres today 
o n  N e t f l i x , 
m a r k i n g 
Chopra's eager-
ly awaited re-
turn to screen 
work following 
her joyful tran-
sition to moth-
erhood.

Audible announces epic Sci-Fi Homer Odyssey adaptation
Audio entertainment giant 

Audible has officially an-
nounced Odysseus Rising, an 
ambitious science-fiction ad-
aptation of Homer’s ancient 
Greek epic, The Odyssey.

 The major audio drama is 
authored by acclaimed sci-fi 
novelist Adrian Tchaikovsky 
and voiced by celebrated ac-
tor Andy Serkis.

The announcement comes 
quickly after director Christo-
pher Nolan brought the clas-
sic legend back to global at-

tention with his blockbuster 
cinematic hit. Audible’s bold 
new interpretation reimagines 
the three-thousand-year-old 
tale as a grand interstellar 
space adventure, recorded us-
ing state-of-the-art Dolby At-
mos spatial audio technology.

Set in the distant future fol-
lowing a destructive de-
cade-long planetary war at 
Ilium, the plot centers on 
Captain Odysseus. As greedy 
oligarchs besiege his stranded 
flagship, the weary warrior 

embarks on a perilous voyage 
back home. Facing cosmic 
wrath, he must navigate se-
vere dangers across unknown 
space and deep anomalies 
within time itself.

Author Adrian Tchaikovsky 
shared his excitement about 
blending ancient mythological 
gods with advanced sci-fi con-
cepts, noting how thrilled he 
felt to collaborate with Serkis. 
Narrator Andy Serkis praised 
the script as an extraordinary 
act of creative ingenuity, stat-

ing that voicing these futuris-
tic characters was an im-
mensely rewarding artistic 
experience. Production execu-
tives emphasized that the re-
lease bridges ancient literature 
with modern audio techniques.

Audiences eager to experi-
ence this unique blend of 
Greek mythology and grand 
space opera will not have to 
wait long. The exclusive Au-
dible Original drama official-
ly debuts worldwide on Feb-
ruary 25, 2027.

Robert Pattinson teases 
ambitious Batman sequel

Hollywood star Robert 
Pattinson has hinted at 

a significant shift in creative 
direction for The Batman: 
Part II, calling the upcoming 
DC sequel a bold departure 
from the 2022 hit. 

Speaking to Collider, Pat-
tinson praised director Matt 
Reeves for writing an ex-
ceptionally daring screen-
play. 

He noted that while the 
original film delivered a 
grounded, distinctive per-
spective on the Caped Cru-
sader, the follow-up takes a 
real left turn while preserv-
ing the gritty essence of Go-
tham City. The actor ex-
pressed genuine excitement 
about how the complex vi-
sion is coming together on 
camera, promising that fans 
can expect an entirely 
fresh narrative angle 
when the blockbuster ar-
rives. 

Production is cur-
rently underway under 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f 
Reeves, with Pattinson 
once again donning the 
cape as billionaire Bruce 
Wayne. 

The highly anticipated in-
stallment features a power-
house ensemble cast, bring-
ing aboard franchise new-
comers Scarlett Johansson 
and Sebastian Stan along-
side returning favorites 
Colin Farrel l ,  Jeffrey 
Wright, and Andy Serkis. 

The Batman franchise 
continues to expand Pattin-
son's busy slate this year. 
Having recently starred in 
The Drama and The Odys-
sey, he will also appear in 

Primetime, portraying tele-
vision host Chris Hansen. 
He will close out his jam-
packed release schedule 
with the science-fiction epic 
Dune: Part Three this De-
cember. 

With such major projects 
ahead, the actor’s confi-
dence in Reeves' evolving 
superhero saga has ignited 
immense antic-
i p a t i o n 
among fans 
worldwide.

Taylor Swift prepares to break VMA records
Pop sensation Taylor Swift 

is poised to rewrite music 
history at the 2026 MTV Vid-
eo Music Awards with eleven 
nominations and a prestigious 
special honor.

MTV announced that Swift 
will receive the inaugural Art-
ist Director trophy, celebrat-
ing her work behind the cam-
era. 

This honor will lift her ca-
reer total to thirty one tro-
phies, officially making her 
the most celebrated artist in 

history ahead of Beyoncé, 
who holds thirty wins. Swift 
could stretch this margin even 
further if she converts her 
multiple competitive nomina-
tions into victories on music’s 
biggest night. 

Swift has an opportunity to 
break several specific catego-
ry milestones. She could se-
cure a historic sixth Video of 
the Year award with “The 
Fate Of Ophelia”. A win in 
Best Direction for “Opalite” 
would also mark her fifth di-

recting triumph, cementing 
her status among visionary 
musicians. Furthermore, win-
ning the Best Pop category 
would break her current tie 
with singer Ariana Grande. If 
Swift captures Artist of the 
Year again, she will become 
the very first musician to win 
that flagship prize three 
times. 

Industry analysts note she 
could even threaten Peter Ga-
briel’s legendary record of ten 
wins during a single.

Nirupama Rajendra transfixes 
audience at ‘Rasaraadhanam’

Renowned classical dancer 
and Sangeet Natak Aka-
demi awardee Nirupama 

Rajendra delivered an evocative 
solo dance recital at Meenak-
shi Rangamancha in Dodda-
kallasandra, lighting up 
‘Rasaraadhanam’—an eve-
ning dedicated to the musi-
cal and literary composi-
tions of scholar Shatavad-
hani Dr. R. Ganesh.

The  per formance 
brought classical my-
thology alive through 
expressive abhinaya 
and crisp footwork. 
Key highlights in-
cluded Parvati’s un-
wavering penance to 
win Lord Shiva's 
grace, culminating in 
the divine form of 
Ardhanarishwara, as 
well as the philo-
sophical unity of 
Hari and Hara. 

In the vibrant por-
trayal of Kaliya Mar-

dana, the artist skillfully 
mirrored Krishna gliding 

over the serpent hoods along-
side visual allegories of sa-
cred rivers and gentle breez-
es, elevated by synchronized 
stage lighting and evocative 
music.

In another moving depic-
tion based on the composi-
tion Dautya Deekshite, 
Nirupama portrayed a 

longing heroine who, 
unable to find an earthly 
messenger to reach her 
distant husband, sends 
her own mind across 
landscapes of moon-
light, clouds, and flora.

Lauding the perfor-
mance, Dr. R. Ganesh 
commended Nirupa-
ma’s dedication, noting 
that nuanced expres-
sions of shringara rasa 
give true essence to the 
classical tradition and advocating for more solo 
presentations. 

Eminent musician Vidushi M.S. Sheela hailed 
her mastery, calling her the embodiment of ex-
pression.

The recital was accompanied by vocalist Ra-
ghuram Rajagopalan, flautist Mahesh Swamy, 
veena player Prashanth Rudrapatna, violinist 
Srinidhi Mathur, and percussionists Prasannaku-
mar and Vidyashankar, with narrative commen-
tary curated by Kashyap Nayak and Arjun Bha-
radwaj.


