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Gangwar, a 2016-batch IAS officer of K'taka cadre, is accused of misusing his official position
to leak question papers and correct answers through middleman Kannale a day before exam.

KPSC RECRUITMENT SCAM

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Saturday grant-
ed prosecution sanction against
jailed IAS officer Gyanendra
Kumar Gangwar in connection
with a corruption case linked
to the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC) re-
cruitment scam.

Sharing a poster containing

the order on social media plat-
form X, Shivakumar said the
state government would not
tolerate corruption or shield
those guilty of wrongdoing.
‘Will not shield guilty’
"Our (Congress) government
will not tolerate corruption or
shield the guilty!" the Chief
Minister said, adding that the
prosecution sanction had been
granted against Gangwar in
connection with the corruption
case linked to the KPSC re-
cruitment scam.

Shivakumar said the state

government would not tolerate
any wrongdoing that jeop-
ardised the future of young
aspirants or undermined their
faith in a fair and transparent
recruitment process.
tEvery aspirant deserves a
fair opportunity’
"Every aspirant deserves a fair
opportunity based on merit and
hard work. We are committed
to ensuring transparency, in-
tegrity and accountability in
public recruitment and gover-
nance, and to upholding the
rule of law without fear or fa-
vour," he added.

According to the order

A

The state government will

not tolerate any wrongdoing

that jeopardised the future of

young aspirants or under-
mined their faith in a fair and transpar-
ent recruitment process.

- DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister

shared by the Chief Minister,
consent for prosecution was
granted after verification of the
relevant file and documents.

The order refers to Section
218 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, in
connection with the corruption
case against Gangwar.

The move comes amid the
controversy surrounding al-
leged irregularities in KPSC
recruitment, which has raised
concerns over transparency
and fairness in the selection
process.

Gangwar currently

behind bars

It may be noted that Gyanen-
dra Kumar Gangwar is cur-
rently lodged in Bengaluru
Central Jail. He was probed by

¥

the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID) and
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED).

ED claims larger conspiracy
.The ED has claimed to have
found evidence of widespread
fraud involving multiple ex-
ams and officials after ques-
tioning arrested IAS officer
Gyanendra Kumar Gangwar in
connection with the KPSC
scam.

The central agency submit-
ted its findings in a sealed en-
velope to a special Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court.

The agency revealed a larger
conspiracy extending beyond
the recruitment of 400 veteri-
nary officers to other exams
conducted by the KPSC in re-
cent years.

The ED said that Gyanendra
Kumar Gangwar facilitated de-
posits totalling Rs 26 lakh into
the bank accounts of two rela-
tives last year without explain-
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Gyanendra Kumar Gangwar served
as the Controller of Examinations at
the KPSC between January 2024
and March 2026. He was suspended
in September 2026 and is currently
in judicial custody.

The CID and ED are investigating al-
legations that Gangwar leaked the
question papers and correct answers
for the veterinary officers’ recruit-
ment exam. He allegedly leaked the
papers to top candidates a day be-
fore the exam through a middleman
named Basavaraj Kannale, in ex-
change for bribes ranging between
¥20 lakh and %80 lakh per paper.

Legal action
The CM signed the order under Sec-

tion 218 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023
(File No: DPAR/259/SEC/2026).
This allows the CID to proceed with
filing its formal chargesheet, which
is expected by November 26.

ing the source of funds.

The suspended IAS officer
also admitted leaking 70 to 80
questions with answers for the
veterinary officers exam held
on January 8 and 9 to middle-
man Basavaraj Kannale on
January 7 using a pen drive.

Gyanendra Kumar Gangwar
claimed he obtained the draft
questions under the impression
that they would reach one or
two individuals, but later
learned Kannale distributed
them to 10 candidates.

7 killed in gelatin stick blast
during road work in AP

HYDERABAD

At least seven people were
killed when gelatin sticks
stocked for blasting work to
lay a road exploded in Alluri
Seetharama Raju (ASR) dis-
trict, Andhra Pradesh, on Sat-
urday morning.

Preparatory work for blast-
ing was under way for road
construction at Peechumamidi
in Pinakota panchayat, using a
special machine fitted with gel-
atin sticks. “While diesel was
being filled into the machine, a
fire suddenly broke out, trig-
gering the explosion,” said Sri-
nivas, uncle of one of the vic-
tims, Manikanta.

The blast also engulfed vehi-
cles passing by at the time, de-
stroying two of them. The Bo-
lero was blown apart beyond
recognition, and the tipper was
completely gutted by fire.

The dead include the driver,
five workers and a woman
teacher who was passing by.
Five of them died on the spot,

while two succumbed to their
injuries at a nearby hospital.
The bodies were mutilated be-
yond recognition. The teacher,
Sunitha, worked at the Maddi-
rebu MPP School.

The explosion came without
warning, with a deafening
noise, and panic gripped the
surrounding areas.

SP Amit Bardar said the in-
cident occurred at Pinakota
village in Anantagiri mandal,
where workers transport diesel
in drums to refuel vehicles as
the site is around 100 km away.
The workers may not have tak-
en adequate precautions while
filling the truck's tank, and a
spark could have triggered the
fire, he said.

Deputy Chief Minister K

4 of family drownin Ran
riverin Chhattisgarh

Surajpur: Four members of a family, in-
cluding two minor brothers, drowned
while bathing in Ran river in Chhattis-
garh's Surajpur district on Saturday, a
police official said. The incident took
place at Ram Saraswatipur Ghat, the
Bishrampur police station official said.

He identified the deceased as Vivek Kumar

Singh (45), his son Abhijit Singh (20), and
siblings Gopal Krishna (13) and Krishna
Gopal (15), he said. "Vivek, a resident of

Patna in Bihar, had come to visit his wife in
Chandrapur village here along with two

sons of his wife's sister, who lives in Kati-
harin Bihar. The four had gone to Ram
Saraswatipur Ghat to bathe. Abhijit and

his cousins Gopal and Krishna began
drowning in deep water," he said. Vivek
jumped into the river to save them, but all
four drowned, the official added. A team
comprising police personnel and divers
from the homeguard department man-
aged to fish out the four bodies, he said.

Pawan Kalyan expressed deep
sorrow over the incident and
conveyed his heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved families.

‘ACT OF TREASON’

'Saudi forces
launch deadly
strikes on Yemen'

Riyadh: Saudi forces launched
deadly airstrikes on Yemen's
Houthi-controlled capital Sanaa
city and its surrounding gover-
norate on Saturday, media asso-
ciated with the Iran-backed
group said, while also reporting
around 20 strikes on Mocha.

The Houthis' Al-Masirah re-
ported a series of "Saudi enemy
airstrikes" targeting Sanaa, in-
cluding one on a house that
killed at least three people and
wounded several others.

A separate strike at a cement
factory in the Sanaa governor-
ate resulted in "a number of
martyrs and wounded", the
broadcaster said. The reports
came after the Saudi coalition
fighting in Yemen announced it
had intercepted two missiles
fired by the Houthis towards
Taif and Yanbu, in the king-
dom's west. Earlier, Riyadh's
civil defence agency broadcast
warnings of "potential danger"
for four western Saudi regions,
including Taif and Yanbu as
well as Mecca and Jeddah.

CCB traces digital trail

BENGALURU

The special team from Crime
police of the Bengaluru City
Police have arrested a Del-
hi-based man in connection
with the alleged sting opera-
tion involving former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, mark-
ing the first arrest in the case.

The police are investigating
the digital trail to establish
who uploaded the video and
how it was subsequently cir-
culated on social media, a
source said.

The accused, identified as
Ritesh Pandey, was picked up
from Delhi and brought to
Bengaluru for questioning,
police sources said.

Investigators are examining
his alleged links to a sec-
ond-hand mobile phone sus-
pected to have been used in
uploading the video. The case
has attracted widespread at-
tention across Karnataka, with
Siddaramaiah himself speak-
ing about the alleged sting
operation and his son also
commenting on the controver-
sy naming two prime accused
including a woman are behind
the conspiracy.

Police sources said several

ISSUE: 100 ' PAGES 12  %2.00

m Allu Arjun’s

Post Rekindles
Megavs Allu
Fan War

www.ibcworldnews.com

Delhi man held in Siddu sting case

leads had emerged during the
investigation, including de-
tails of the links through
which the video was circulat-
ed on Facebook and other so-

cial media platforms.

Further questioning of the

suspects is expected to help
establish the roles of those in-
volved in recording, upload-
ing and sharing the video.
‘Notices issued to several
suspects’
Meanwhile, Home Minister
Priyank Kharge on Saturday
said that the police have is-
sued notices to several people
suspected of being involved
in uploading or sharing the
video. Some of them have re-
portedly become untraceable,
but investigators are making
efforts to locate and question
them.

Alleged political links

According to the police, Pandey confessed that he uploaded the footage
under instructions from a person associated with the social media wing
of a regional political party. The police are currently tracing digital foot-

prints to find other absconding individuals involved in circulating the clips.

<

<

Sting operation background

Last month, two videos containing serious allegations against Siddaramaiah were up-
loaded on YouTube. The Congress leader subsequently moved the court and obtained
aninjunction barring the press from reporting on the videos. He has also lodged a police
complaint seeking an investigation. Siddaramaiah had on Friday termed the alleged
sting operation targeting him as “totally concocted”, saying it was intended to black-
mail him and demanded a fair investigation to bring out the truth and identify those
behind it. His son and current minister Yathindra Siddaramaiah had alleged that people
from his own party, Congress, were behind a purported ‘sting operation’ aimed at tar-
nishing his father’s image. He also claimed that the video related to the alleged opera-
tion appeared to indicate the involvement of a woman from the Congress who wanted
a party ticket from Puttur, as well as the head of a media organisation.

CTI urges Rahul to defer
Nov 1 anti-SIR rally

Warns of Rs 10K cr

losses
v

NEW DELHI

The Chamber of Trade and In-
dustry (CTI) has urged Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi to
postpone the INDIA bloc's
November 1 rally at Delhi's
Ramlila Maidan until after No-
vember 10, warning that it
could disrupt business g
worth Rs 10,000 crore
during the peak Diwali
shopping season.

In a letter to Leader
of Opposition (LoP) in
Lok Sabha, CTI chairman
Brijesh Goyal said the rally
could affect wholesale and
retail markets around Ramlila
Maidan at a time when trad-
ers expect heavy customer
footfall ahead of Dhanteras
and Diwali.

Goyal said Delhi records
business worth around Rs
25,000 crore across sectors
such as gold and silver, elec-
tronics, clothing, utensils, dry
fruits, sweets, automobiles,
property and gift items around

CTI'spleatoRaGa

It urged Rahul Gandhi to
postpone Nov 1rally.

Traders fear Rs 10,000 crore
loss during Diwali.

Rally could disrupt markets
near Ramlila Maidan.

Traders already suffered around
Rs 3,000 cr losses during Oct stir.

Dhanteras, which falls
\ on November 6 this
®eel year. Diwali will be
- celebrated on Novem-
ber 8, followed by
Bhai Dooj on November

10. Goyal expressed con-
cern over the possible incon-
venience to traders and buyers
travelling to Delhi from other
states through the Old Delhi
and New Delhi railway sta-
tions.

According to the CTI's as-
sessment, traders in Delhi have
already suffered losses of
around Rs 3,000 crore in Octo-
ber due to rallies, marches and
road closures in Connaught
Place, India Gate and central
Delhi.

‘Haj Committee
to approach SC

if flights not
resumed in 2 days’

Chikkamagaluru: Karnataka
Minister for Minority Welfare,
Haj and Wakf UT Khader said
on Saturday that the Haj Com-
mittee will approach the Su-
preme Court if flights are not
resumed within two days to
bring back Kannadigas strand-
ed in Mecca.

He told reporters here that
the responsibility for bringing
the stranded pilgrims back to
India lies with the three airlines
— IndiGo, Akasa Air and Air
India Express — which flew
them to Saudi Arabia, Khader
told during a press meet.

An estimated 600 to 800
Kannadiga pilgrims are strand-
ed in Mecca. They had trav-
elled on these airlines and had
also booked their return tickets,
he said. “Airlines from other
countries are operating flights
to and from the region. Howev-
er, services have not resumed
because of problems with these
three airlines. They had initial-
ly said flights would resume on
October 24, but the date was
later postponed to October 27,”
he added.

Bora refuses to sign peace bond, questions curbs on dissent

New Delhi: All India Students'
Association president Neha
Bora on Saturday said she will
not sign a peace bond before a
special executive magistrate, a
day after the Delhi High Court
dismissed her plea challenging
a police notice directing her to

‘Pak protecting Kashmiris’: Abdullah’s remark sparks fresh row

7/

NEW DELHI

National Conference (NC)
chief Farooq Abdullah sparked
arow on Saturday by crediting
the “neighbour” - a reference
to Pakistan - with “saving” the
lives of the people of Kashmir.

“The neighbour (Pakistan) is
going to many places and
talking about Kashmiris. That
is why the people of Jammu
and Kashmir are being saved.
Otherwise, India’s intentions
towards Kashmiris are not
right,” Abdullah remarked
while addressing a party work-
ers’ convention in Baramulla.

He also claimed that the
Centre was “silent” on Jammu
and Kashmir due to “global

pressure.””What can you ex-
pect from Delhi? Do you ex-
pect them to deliver justice for
you? Have the courage to
fight, or you will be wiped out,
and your identity will disap-
pear. They (government of In-
dia) are silent today because of
the pressure from the world.
Our neighbour goes every-
where saying that the Kashmir
issue has not been resolved,”
the former CM added.
BJP hit back at Abdullah
The BJP hit back at Abdullah,
contrasting development in
Jammu and Kashmir with the
situation in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

BJP spokesperson RP Singh
credited the Modi govern-

The neighbour (Pakistan) is
going to many places and
talking about Kashmiris. That

is why the people of Jammu
and Kashmir are being saved. Other-
wise, India’s intentions towards Kash-
miris are not right.

- Farooq Abdullah, NC chief & ex-CM

ment’s revocation of Article
370 with the “full integration”
of Kashmir with India.

“Farooq Abdullah should
also look across the border and
see the plight of Kashmiris on
the other side. Kashmir is do-
ing well here because Article
370 was abrogated and Kash-
mir was fully integrated with
India,” Singh said.

Former J&K BIJP chief

Y
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2 Farooq Abdullah claims Pak raisin Kashmir issue globally, protecting Kashmiris.

9 Urges Jammu and Kashmir residents to fight for their rights and identity.

2 BJP slams Abdullah, says he should move to Pak, calls remarks act of treason.

Ravinder Raina strongly con-
demned Abdullah’s remarks,
calling them “highly condem-

nable and unfortunate” and
accusing the NC chief of com-
mitting an “act of treason”.

provide a personal bond of Rs
10,000 with one surety. Ques-
tioning the rationale behind the
notice, she asked, "Whose peace
am I being asked to keep?"

The police notice, issued on
October 17 under Section 126
of the BNSS, asked the student

leader to appear before a spe-
cial executive magistrate
(SEM) on October 19 and
show cause as to why she
should not execute a personal
bond of Rs 10,000 with one
surety "for keeping peace for a
period of inquiry".

QUICK READ

5.3-maghnitude
quake hits China's
Qinghai province

Beijing/Lhasa

Beijing/Lhasa: A 5.3-magnitude earth-
quake struck China's Qinghai province on
Saturday, two days after a powerful
7.0-magnitude temblor in neighbouring Ti-
bet left 16 people dead and 76 others in-
jured. The latest quake jolted Zadoi County
in northwest China's Qinghai Province at
4:39 pm (Beijing Time), according to the
China Earthquake Networks Centre (CENC).
The epicentre, at a depth of 10 kilometres,
was monitored at 32.54 degrees north lati-
tude and 93.97 degrees east longitude, the
centre said. So far, 12,489 residents have
been evacuated, and rescue and relief oper-
ations, along with the resettlement of af-
fected residents, are underway. The fragile
Tibetan Plateau is prone to powerful earth-
quakes as it lies in a region where the Indi-
anand Eurasian tectonic plates collide,
generating significant seismic activity.

Jamia Milliamoves
classes online amid

stir, security concerns

New Delhi

Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia on Saturday
announced that classes for all courses
would be conducted online withimmedi-
ate effect until further notice. Inan offi-
cial statement, the university said the de-
cision was taken to ensure the safety and
security of “bonafide students.” The deci-
sion was taken after protesters, who have
been demanding the reintroduction of
student union election on the campus,
clashed with guards on Saturday. “In view
of the ongoing situation and in order to
ensure the safety and security of bon-
afide students in the university campus,
the competent authority, JMI has decided
to conduct classes of all courses of the
university through online mode withim-
mediate effect until further notice,” stat-
ed a notice dated October 24 and signed
by JMI Registrar Mohd Mahtab Alam Rizvi.
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Four killed in two
separate road
accidents

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Four people, including
two minors, died in two
separate road accidents

in Bengaluru Rural and

Chikkaballapura dis-
tricts. A couple, Muniraju,
40, and Renuka, 35, from

Devanahalli, died after

their two-wheeler col-

lided with a car near
Nagasandra on the
Dabaspet-Hosakote
National Highway
around 6.30 pm. The
couple were returning
home after visiting
Renuka’s parental home
in Ambalagere village.
Renuka died at the spot,
while Muniraju suc-
cumbed to his injuries at

a hospital. They leave

behind two children.

Doddaballapura Rural
police have registered a

case and begun an
investigation.

In another incident, two
minors, Vishnu and
Vijaya Rajkumar, died
after a cement truck ran
over their two-wheeler in
Channarayanapalli vil-
lage under Bagepalli
police station limits in
Chikkaballapura district.
The accident occurred
around 7 pm when the
truck was reversing and
the boys’ two-wheeler
became trapped under
its rear wheels. Both died
on the spot. Police have
registered a case. The
incidents have left the
families and local com-
munities grieving.
Residents have urged
parents to prioritise chil-
dren’s safety and prevent
minors from riding
two-wheelers.

Auto driver
arrestedin

lawyer’s murder

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Police have solved the
murder of Shriram, a
lawyer who collapsed on
aroad in Nagarbhavi and
died in hospital, by
arresting auto-rickshaw
driver Megharaj over a
dispute about the fare.
The incident occurred
around noon on October
9 near Nagarbhavi Ring
Road. Hoysala patrol
personnel rushed
Shriram to a private hos-
pital, where he died
around 3 pm despite
treatment.
Initially,
Annapoorneshwari
Nagar police registered a
case of unnatural death.
However, the victim’s
family suspected foul
play after noticing injury
marks on his body and
filed a complaint.
The post-mortem report
revealed that a severe
blow to the head had
caused a blood clot in
the brain, leading to his
death. Police then inves-
tigated the circum-
stances surrounding the
incident and questioned
Megharaj.
According to police,
Shriram had approached
Megharaj near Ambedkar
College to hire his
auto-rickshaw to return
home. An argument
broke out over the fare,
following which Shriram
decided to walk instead.
Police alleged that
Megharaj, along with
some associates, fol-
lowed Shriram, abused
him and assaulted him.
The accused allegedly
took his mobile phone
and money before flee-
ing. Suffering from a seri-
ous head injury, Shriram
managed to walk a short
distance before collaps-
ing on the road.
Based on a complaint
filed by the victim’s
father, police registered a
murder case and
arrested Megharaj.
Further investigation and
legal proceedings are
underway.

Golden Chariot begins new
season with tourism push

Experience royal palaces, wildlife, temples, and coffee estates aboard
a luxury train featunng private cabins, fine dining, and spa services.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar flagged off the 2026—
27 season of Karnataka’s
luxury tourist train, the Gold-
en Chariot, at Krantivira San-
golli Rayanna Railway Sta-
tion on Saturday.

Energy and Tourism Min-
ister K.J. George, Tourism
Secretary Dr. Ram Prasath
Manohar and senior officials
attended the event.

The Chief Minister said
the train would showcase
Karnataka’s rich heritage,
natural beauty and cultural
diversity to Indian and inter-
national tourists.

He added that the govern-
ment aims to identify new
tourist destinations and cre-
ate employment opportuni-
ties through tourism devel-
opment.

The first journey, called
Pride of Karnataka, has 75
guests and will cover six
days and five nights.

The route includes Bandi-
pur, Mysuru, Halebidu,
Chikkamagaluru, Hampi and
Goa. Nearly 60 staff mem-
bers will serve the guests
during the journey.

Tourists will experience
wildlife safaris, royal palac-
es, historic temples, coffee
estates and heritage sites.

The Golden Chariot’s 2026-27 season is flagged off at Krantivira Sangolli Rayanna
Railway Station on Saturday

THREE ITINERARIES

Pride of Karnataka: major
destinations across
Karnataka and Goa

Jewels of South: tourist
locations across southern
India

& Glimpses of Karnataka: a
shorter four-day journey

The train offers private cab-
ins, dining facilities, spa ser-
vices and other luxury ame-
nities.

The Golden Chariot will

operate three itineraries
during the season: Pride of
Karnataka, Jewels of South
and Glimpses of Karnataka.
While the first covers major
destinations across Karnata-
ka and Goa, Jewels of South
connects important tourist
locations across southern In-
dia. Glimpses of Karnataka
offers a shorter four-day
journey.

Shivakumar said Karnata-
ka has significant tourism
potential, including wildlife,

Pride of Karnataka

GUESTS 75, with nearly 60
staff

DAYS Six days, five nights

ROUTE Bandipur, Mysuru,
Halebidu,
Chikkamagaluru,
Hampi, Goa

BOOK www.goldenchariot.

org, +9189706
50010

heritage sites, the coast,
Malnad and Kodagu.

He stressed that promoting
new destinations would sup-
port local businesses and
generate jobs.

George said the train
would bring together the
state’s wildlife, architecture,
culture and hospitality in
one premium travel experi-
ence.

Tourism Secretary Dr.
Manohar said efforts would
continue to improve destina-
tion experiences, marketing,
bookings and visitor ser-
vices.

A total of 13 luxury jour-
neys are planned for the
2026-27 season.

Bookings are available
through www.goldenchariot.
org. Tourists can also contact
+91 89706 50010 for more
information.

JD(S) alleges police assaulted party worker’s wife

The party says it has
video and audio evidence
of the incident

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Janata Dal (Secular) has
accused the police of harass-
ing the wife and elderly moth-
er of Mohan Gowda, a staff
member of the party’s social
media team, during a search
at his residence.

Pradeep Gowda, a JD(S)
legal cell member and state
spokesperson, made the alle-

gations during an emergency
press conference at the party’s
central office, JP Bhavan.

He alleged that police visit-
ed Mohan Gowda’s house
when he was absent and ques-
tioned his wife, Pavithra, and
his mother. According to
Pradeep Gowda, the officers
demanded Pavithra’s mobile
phone and allegedly assaulted
her when she refused to hand
it over.

He claimed that the search
ended around 7.30 pm, when
the police produced a printed
legal notice. He also alleged
that officers seized a mobile

phone, a pen drive and other
items from the house.

Workers targeted
Pradeep Gowda accused the
police of targeting JD(S)
workers instead of investigat-
ing those responsible for the
alleged sting operation in-
volving former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. He claimed
that the investigation was be-
ing conducted to protect the
actual accused and divert at-
tention towards party work-
ers.

He further alleged that po-
lice entered the bedroom and

dragged Pavithra and Mohan
Gowda’s elderly mother.

The party, he said, had vid-
eo and audio evidence of the
incident and demanded legal
action against the officers in-
volved.

The JD(S) spokesperson
also questioned the seizure of
Pavithra’s phone, stating that
she had no connection with
the case.

He demanded compensa-
tion if the device was found to
contain no relevant evidence
and held Home Minister Pri-
yank Kharge responsible for
the alleged police conduct.

Government to frame
Diwali firecracker
guidelines: Kharge

Protecting the
environment is also
part of Indian culture
and traditions, says
Kharge, urging people
to celebrate without
causing inconvenience
to others

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Home Minister Priyank
Kharge said guidelines for
bursting firecrackers during
Diwali would be prepared
after consultations with all
stakeholders. He urged the
public to follow the rules and
celebrate festivals without
causing inconvenience to
others.

Speaking to the media in
Bengaluru on Saturday,
Kharge said the Supreme
Court had already issued
guidelines on firecrackers.
He stressed that protecting
the environment was also
part of Indian culture and tra-
ditions.

He said the government
would consult everyone be-
fore finalising the guidelines
and asked people to consider
the impact of firecrackers on
others.

Referring to complaints
about firecrackers being

burst until the early hours
during a recent Dasara pro-
cession, Kharge said celebra-
tions should not disturb the
public. Although permission
had been obtained, he said
bursting firecrackers late at
night could cause problems
for residents.

On the alleged sting opera-
tion involving former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
Kharge said a complaint had
been filed and officials were
investigating the matter. He
assured that the investigation
would be conducted transpar-
ently and without political
pressure.

Kharge said the investiga-
tion would examine who
conducted the sting opera-
tion, who was behind it, and
why the material had sur-
faced after several years. He
noted that references to up-
loads in 2015, 2023 and 2025
required detailed investiga-
tion.

Indian Envoy Tours Karnataka
Sports Museum

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Indian Ambassador to Po-
land Neeta Bhushan paid an
official visit to the Dr K.
Govindaraj Hall of Fame
Museum, located at the Kar-
nataka Olympic Association
office in Bengaluru, on Sat-
urday.

During her tour, she
viewed vintage photographs
and displays commemorat-
ing Karnataka’s celebrated
sports legends.

Following her visit to the
gallery, she attended the on-
going FIBA Asia Women’s
Basketball League tourna-
ment at the Kanteerava In-
door Stadium, where she

watched the classification
fixture between Indian Rail-
ways and Akari Sparks.

Dr K. Govindaraj, presi-
dent of both FIBA Asia and
the Karnataka Olympic As-
sociation, formally hon-
oured Bhushan by present-
ing her with a traditional
Mysuru peta to conclude the
visit.

Maternity leave cannot |ust|fy prolonged absence: HC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has upheld the dismissal of a
female software professional
for prolonged unauthorised
absence from government ser-
vice, clarifying that maternity
leave cannot justify staying
away from work beyond the
permitted period.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order on October
16 while dismissing a petition
filed by the woman challeng-
ing her removal from service.

The woman was appointed
as a Software Technician on
probation at the High Court
on June 6, 2019. She began
maternity leave on July 1,
2023, and continued taking
leave for various reasons until
August 14, 2024.

On September 25, 2024,
she received a notice directing
her to return to duty. She ex-
plained that she had nobody
to care for her child and was
facing recurring health prob-
lems. She also requested an
extension of her leave.

However, the Registrar

HHRATAN
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General discharged her from
service on April 15,2025, cit-
ing her repeated leave re-
quests and failure to report for
duty during her probation pe-
riod.

Challenging the decision, her
lawyer argued that the dismiss-
al was unlawful and that a de-
partmental inquiry was neces-
sary under the probation rules.
The lawyer sought sympathetic
consideration, citing her mater-
nity-related difficulties.

Opposing the petition, the
High Court Registrar’s coun-
sel said the employee had re-
ceived around 13 months of
maternity leave but failed to
resume duty even after the
permitted period ended and a
notice was issued.

THE CASE

@® JUNEG6,2019
Appointed Software Technician
on probation

@® JULY1,2023
Maternity leave begins

@ APRIL15,2025
Discharged from service

® O0OCT16,2026
High Court upholds the
discharge

What the court said

The High Court observed that
maternity leave protects
motherhood, dignity and so-
cial equality, but cannot be
used to justify prolonged un-
authorised absence. It noted
that the employee had not
been denied her entitled ma-
ternity leave. The court said
government employment car-
ries responsibilities and disci-
pline, and the birth of a child
cannot be a reason to remain
permanently away from duty.
It therefore dismissed her pe-
tition and upheld the decision
to discharge her from service.

SCARCITY DRIVES PRICES

Srinivasa Kalyanotsava draws
thousands of devotees

CH NEWS, KENGERI

Thousands of devotees gath-
ered at Ganesha Playground
in Kengeri Suburb to witness
the grand Srinivasa Kalyanot-
sava, organised by Yeshwant-
pur MLA S.T. Somashekhar
and his family as part of the
Yeshwantpur Dasara celebra-
tions.

A grand stage designed in
the style of Tirupati was set
up at the venue. Lord Sriniva-
sa, along with Sridevi and
Bhudevi, was beautifully dec-
orated, creating a divine at-
mosphere that reminded dev-
otees of Vaikuntha.

Priests led by Venkatesha
Murthy performed the reli-
gious rituals according to tra-
ditional customs followed at
Tirupati. Devotees joined in
chanting Govinda’s name, re-
citing mantras and singing
devotional songs, bhajans and
keertanas.

Thousands of people chant-

The Srinivasa Kalyanotsava at Ganesha Playground, Kengeri Suburb

ed, “Govinda Govinda, Ven-
kataramana Govinda, Sriniva-
sa Govinda,” filling the venue
with devotion and spiritual
joy. The ceremonial wedding
of Srinivasa and Padmavathi
moved devotees and made the
occasion memorable.
Speaking at the event, MLA
S.T. Somashekhar said that
people who perform their du-
ties with dedication and with-
out expecting personal bene-
fits receive rewards from God
many times greater than ex-

pected. He also said that reli-
gious rituals performed with a
pure heart, seeking the wel-
fare of the community, all liv-
ing beings and the world,
bring happiness, peace and
contentment.

Local resident Mangala
thanked the MLA for organis-
ing the Srinivasa Kalyana and
Yeshwantpur Dasara Mahot-
sava, saying the events of-
fered people a valuable op-
portunity to participate in re-
ligious celebrations.

Garlic prices rise to 280 per kg in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Garlic prices in Bengaluru
have increased to 3280 per kg
from 3250 as supplies to the
Yeshwantpur Agricultural
Produce Market Committee
(APMC) yard have fallen by
50 per cent.

Wholesale garlic prices
have also risen to around
%200 per kg, putting addition-
al pressure on household bud-
gets.

Traders attributed the price
rise to drought, poor yields

and reduced supplies from
major producing states, in-
cluding Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and Rajasthan. Ben-
galuru usually receives
around 3,000 bags of garlic
daily, but arrivals have
dropped sharply in recent
days.

Trader Manoj said the
shortage had pushed prices
upwards. Another trader, Ha-
mid, said local production in
Ranebennur was insufficient
to meet Karnataka’s demand.
Supplies from Gujarat and

Ra]asthan are expected to im-
prove by December, poten-
tially bringing prices down
between December and Jan-
uary.

%280

a kg retail, up from
3250

%200

a kg wholesale

50%

fallin supplies to the
Yeshwantpur yard

Seed costs soar

Low rainfall in North Karna-
taka has affected cultivation,
forcing farmers to depend on
borewells and water tankers.
Rising seed costs have added
to their difficulties, with gar-
lic seeds now costing 310,000
to 215,000 per quintal, com-
pared with 33,000 to 36,000

last year.

However, some farmers in
Gundlupet, Chamarajanagar
district, have benefited from
higher market prices. Despite
water shortages and lower
yields, higher garlic prices
have helped some growers
earn profits.

Baradanapura Nagaraj, con-

vener of the Federation of
Karnataka Farmers’ Organiza-
tions, alleged that traders
were hoarding garlic and con-
tributing to an artificial price
rise. He urged the state and
Central governments to ad-
dress farmers’ problems and
take steps to control prices.
Traders expect improved
supplies in the coming
months. Until then, consum-
ers may continue to face high-
er prices, while drought and
rising cultivation costs remain
major concerns for farmers.
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Across Bengaluru including Vasanth Nagar,
Dr. Ambedkar Road, and Manarayanapa-
lya, deteriorating civic infrastructure has

turned ordinary commutes into critical
safety hazards. Collapsed drain slabs, deep
exposed pits masked by fragile makeshift
covers, and completely blocked footpaths
force vulnerable pedestrians and cyclists
directly onto dangerous, active traffic
lanes. Facing open cavities, rusted rebar,
and hazardous debris, local residents ur-
gently appeal to municipal authorities to
take swift corrective action before a pre-
ventable tragedy strikes our streets. )

+9180730 57594

A broken concrete drain cover near
the Vasanth Nagar Palace Road
signal has left a deep roadside pit
exposed fora month. A flat, unstable
yellow metal barricade serves as
a hazardous makeshift warning,
putting pedestrians and cyclists at
severe risk of falls, especially in low
visibility. Residents request immedi-
ateintervention from the authorities.

Near Manarayanapalya Main Road
(by Muthoot FinCorp), the footpath
is blocked by construction rubble,
waste, and a broken wooden shelf,
paired with dangerous exposed utility
pipes. Uncollected garbage spilling
onto the street forces pedestrians
to walk alongside moving traffic,
creating a severe safety hazard.
Residents demand immediate civic
clearance before an accident occurs.

Near the Indian Express office on Dr.
Ambedkar Road, a collapsed concrete
drain slab has left a deep pit with
rusted rebar dangerously masked
by fragile bamboo, cardboard, and
aloose block. This unstable cover
cannot support any weight, risking
a severe fall, especially at night.
Residents demand immediate civic
intervention before a tragedy occurs.

Chain-snatching case:
two arrested

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Talaghattapura police have
arrested two persons in con-
nection with a chain-snatch-
ing case reported in
Lingadheeranahalli and
seized a 15-gram gold chain
and the two-wheeler alleged-
ly used in the crime. The
total value of the seized
property is estimated at
2 lakh.

According to the police,
the complainant, a resident
of Lingadheeranahalli,
lodged a complaint at
Talaghattapura Police Station
on October 21, 2026. The
complainant stated that while
walking home along Ist
Main Road in Lingadheera-
nahalli that day, two uniden-
tified persons arrived on a
two-wheeler, snatched the
gold chain from their neck
and fled the scene.

Following the complaint,
the police registered a case
and launched an investiga-
tion. As part of the opera-
tion, officers pursued vari-
ous leads to identify the ac-
cused.

On October 22, the police
apprehended two suspects
near an apartment and a park
in Turahalli and questioned
them. During interrogation,
the accused reportedly con-
fessed to their involvement
in the crime.

The police subsequently
recovered the stolen 15-
gram gold chain and seized
the two-wheeler allegedly
used to commit the offence.
The combined value of the
recovered and seized proper-
ty is approximately X2 lakh.

On October 23, both ac-
cused were produced before
the court, which remanded
them to judicial custody.

The operation was con-
ducted under the guidance
of Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South-West Divi-
sion) Soumyalatha S.K. and
the leadership of Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Subramanyapura Sub-Divi-
sion, Gopal D. Jogin.

Police Inspector R.S.
Chaudhary and other offi-
cers and staff of Talaghatta-
pura Police Station played a
key role in solving the case.

Bengaluru East Corporation plans
intensive cleanliness drive

Officials must inspect public spaces, draft location-wise action plans,

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru East City
Corporation Commissioner
D.S. Ramesh has directed
officials to strengthen
cleanliness and sanitation
across all divisions and wards,
with a focus on removing
garbage, clearing drains and
preventing waste dumping in
public places.

During a meeting with offi-
cials on Saturday, Ramesh
instructed departments to co-
ordinate and conduct inten-
sive cleanliness drives on the
first and third Saturdays of
every month in one selected
ward of each division.

Officials have been asked
to inspect roads, footpaths,
markets, railway station sur-
roundings, parks and lake ar-

eas. They must prepare loca-
tion-wise action plans, assign
responsibilities and set dead-
lines for completing the work.

The Commissioner directed
officials to clear silt, weeds
and waste from roadside
drains and stormwater drains.
The removed material must
be transported immediately
and disposed of properly.
Construction and demolition

;:::;"ady:!':::e Drains: silt, Black spots: :t?::tlfisg:hts
THE DRIVE wardin ea c.h weeds and waste | before-and-after parks publié
division cleared photographs toilets

assign responsibilities, and set strict deadlines for completion.

waste must be collected sepa-
rately from general waste.

To prevent recurring gar-
bage black spots, officials
must prepare ward-wise lists,
document the quantity of
waste and maintain be-
fore-and-after photographs.
Regular monitoring and pub-
lic awareness activities must
continue after cleaning, with
action against violators under

and coordinate with other de-
partments wherever required.

Photographic records and
location-wise progress reports
will be mandatory. The re-
ports must include completed,
ongoing and pending works,
responsible officers and target
dates.

Executive Engineers will
oversee implementation, while
Assistant Executive Engi-
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Roads and Markets

footpaths

Railway
station

Parks Lake areas

surroundings

applicable rules.

The Engineering and Elec-
trical Departments have also
been instructed to identify and
repair non-functional street-
lights. Officials must assess
parks, playgrounds, public
toilets, markets and lake sur-
roundings and prepare pro-
posals for necessary repairs
and improvements.

The Commissioner directed
officials to review contractors’
performance, ensure timely
completion of pending works

neers, Ward Engineers, Health
Officers and sanitation teams
will supervise fieldwork and
maintenance.

Ramesh stressed that offi-
cials must inspect sites and
verify progress instead of
merely submitting reports. He
urged citizens, volunteers and
non-governmental organisa-
tions to cooperate by avoiding
littering and unauthorised
dumping, helping maintain
cleaner public spaces across
Bengaluru East.

GBA to resume Saturday
e-Khata melas

Get your e-Khata
MELAS
VIDEOS

Every Saturday from October 31, at ARO offices

Revenue Bengaluru on YouTube:

youtube.com/@revenuebmp

APPLY ONLINE

GBA e-Aasthi portal:

GBAeAasthi.Karnataka.gov.in

DOORSTEP HELP

Janasevaka slot booking:

janasevaka.karnataka.gov.in/SlotBooking

HELPLINE
BENGALURU ONE

140 centres, fee 45

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) will resume
e-Khata melas every Saturday
from October 31, 2026,
across the five city corpora-
tions, Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao has an-
nounced.

The melas will be held at

Assistant Revenue Officer
(ARO) offices and other loca-
tions identified by the respec-
tive City Corporation Commis-
sioners and Joint Commissioners.
The initiative follows directions
from the Chief Minister and the
Minister for Greater Bengaluru
Development.

Officials have been instructed to

make necessary arrangements to
conduct the melas smoothly. De-
tails of the venues will be shared
through the GBA'’s official website
and social media platforms.

Citizens can apply online
Citizens can learn how to apply
for e-Khata by watching instruc-
tional videos available in Kannada
and English on the Revenue Ben-
galuru YouTube channel.

Applicants can submit their ap-
plications through the GBA e-Aas-
thi portal.

Janasevaka offers
doorstep assistance

People facing difficulties obtain-
ing an e-Khata, applying for a new
Khata or converting a B-Khata
into an A-Khata within GBA
limits can use the Janasevaka
service. Representatives will
visit applicants’ homes and
assist them with the process.

Bengaluru One centres
provide e-Khata
services

The e-Khata application facil-
ity is also available at 140
Bengaluru One centres across
GBA limits.

High Court orders special panels
to identify illegal immigrants
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has directed the State Govern-
ment to form district-level
special committees within
three months to identify and
control illegal immigration,
citing national security con-
cerns.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna,
sitting as a single-judge bench,
ordered strict implementation
of the Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) issued by the
Union Ministry of Home Af-
fairs. The Court warned that
negligence in handling illegal
immigration could threaten
national security.

The order came while hear-
ing a case involving Bengalu-
ru-based doctor Dr. T. Nagen-
drappa, who had informed the
police about suspected illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh.

After examining the reports
and sequence of events, the

FRREE ~ W R iy S = My iy S

Court observed that the com-
plaint against the doctor ap-
peared to be retaliatory, as it
was filed when the deporta-
tion process was about to be-
gin. The Court quashed the
criminal cases registered
against him, stating that the
law should not be misused

WHAT NEXT o

) District-level special committees
within three months

) Biometric and demographic
details recorded before
deportation

) Adistrict-wise compliance report
to the High Court Registry

against people who report
suspected illegal activities.
The Court also directed the
State Government to ensure
that the biometric and demo-
graphic details of identified
illegal immigrants are accu-
rately recorded before depor-
tation procedures begin.

%

Authorities must follow the
prescribed procedures and
speed up deportation in accor-
dance with the applicable
rules.

The State Government has
also been instructed to submit
a district-wise compliance re-
port to the High Court Regis-
try after the three-month
deadline expires.

The directive comes amid
concerns over illegal immigra-
tion in Bengaluru and other
parts of Karnataka. The order
aims to strengthen monitoring,
ensure accountability and im-
prove coordination among au-
thorities.

The State Government must
complete the committee for-
mation within the stipulated
period and report its compli-
ance to the Court. Further ac-
tion will depend on the imple-
mentation of the directions
and the findings of the con-
cerned authorities.

High Court upholds life
sentence despite
FSL report delay

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court has
dismissed an appeal filed by
Muthuraj, who sought to over-
turn his life sentence for mur-
dering his wife over suspi-
cions about her character.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice Mohammad

CH NEWS, BENGALURU:
Kumbalgodu police arrested
a person involved in chain
snatching and recovered a
40-gram gold mangalsutra
worth %3 lakh.

According to the com-
plaint filed on October 21,
2026, near Chellaghatta
BMTC Bus Depot, an
unidentified person riding a
two-wheeler snatched a gold
mangalsutra from a resident
of Bettanapura village,
Kengeri, while the com-

Police arrest chain-snatching accused

plainant was walking to buy
vegetables.

Police apprehended the
accused in Ullalu Suburb on
October 22. During interro-
gation, he confessed to the
crime and revealed that he
had sold the mangalsutra at
a jewellery shop in Uttara-
halli. Police recovered the
ornament on October 23.

The operation was con-
ducted under senior police
officers’ guidance. Further
investigation is in progress.

A delay in obtaining
an FSL report does not,
by itself, weaken
proof of guilt

Nawaz and Justice B. Pramod
upheld the trial court’s verdict,
which sentenced Muthuraj to
life imprisonment and im-
posed a fine of ¥50,000.

The Court observed that a
delay in obtaining a Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) re-
port does not, by itself, weak-
en proof of guilt.

During the hearing, the de-
fence argued that the key

witnesses were relatives of
the deceased and questioned
the lack of independent evi-
dence. It also raised concerns
about the non-examination of
the post-mortem doctor and
the delay in submitting the
FSL report.

However, the Court noted
that the witnesses had clearly
spoken about the harassment
and assaults faced by the
woman due to her husband’s
suspicions. It found that the
oral and documentary evi-
dence supported each other
and proved his guilt beyond
reasonable doubt.

According to the case de-
tails, Muthuraj murdered his
wife on November 28, 2021,
by slitting her throat with a
knife. She later died in hospi-
tal due to severe blood loss.

Following the investigation,
the trial court convicted him
of murder. The High Court
has now upheld the convic-
tion and life sentence.

High Court directs guidelines
to curb illegal SIM activation

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has directed the Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) of Cyber

THE DIRECTIONS

of Aadhaar details and cus-
tomer records to activate SIM
cards without consent. It ob-
served that SIM cards are not
merely used to access telecom

Cyber Command to frame guidelines on

illegal STM activation

— Verify complaints of unauthorised SIM activation promptly
— ldentify and dismantle networks selling SIM cards illegally

Command to frame guidelines
for investigating the illegal
activation and sale of SIM
cards using customer details
without permission.

A bench headed by Justice
Suraj Govindaraj issued the
directions while dismissing a
petition filed by a person ac-
cused of possessing 75 pre-ac-
tivated SIM cards. The peti-
tioner had sought to quash the
criminal proceedings against
him.

The Court expressed seri-
ous concern over the misuse

networks but also serve as
digital identities for receiving
one-time passwords (OTPs)
and conducting banking and
financial transactions.

The bench warned that such
misuse could expose innocent
people to cybercrime and fi-
nancial fraud.

The Court directed Cyber
Command to strengthen inves-
tigations, verify complaints of
unauthorised SIM activation
promptly and take appropriate
legal action. It also called for
steps to identify and dismantle

networks involved in the ille-
gal activation and sale of SIM
cards.

Mobile service providers,
including Jio and Vodafone,
have been asked to review
their SIM distribution and ac-
tivation procedures. They
must also examine the storage
and transportation of unacti-
vated SIM cards and maintain
proper records of authorised
handlers.

The Court stressed the need
to track SIM cards supplied to
distributors, including those
sold, returned, cancelled or
otherwise disposed of. Cus-
tomer details must be verified
carefully to prevent SIM
cards from being activated us-
ing identity documents with-
out the owner’s knowledge or
consent.

The directions aim to
strengthen investigations, pre-
vent identity misuse and im-
prove accountability among
telecom operators and inter-
mediaries.
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Four chosen
for Bangara
Awards

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Four individuals, includ-
ing senior writer Prof.
Nataraj Huliyar, have
been selected for the
Bangara Awards pre-

sented by the S.
Bangarappa Vichara
Vedike and the S.

Bangarappa Foundation.

Prof. Nataraj Huliyar will

receive the Sahitya

Bangara award for liter-

ature, Prof. G.S.
Jayadeva the Seva

Bangara award for ser-

vice, Shekh Master the
Ranga Bangara award
for theatre, and B.C.
Ramesh the award for

sports. Each award car-
ries a cash prize of

%1 lakh, a memento and
a copper citation. The

awards will be pre-
sented on October 26 at
Bangara Dhama in
Soraba, Shivamogga
district, during S.
Bangarappa’s birth anni-
versary celebrations.
Minister Madhu
Bangarappa, Venugopal
Nayak and Dr. K.V.
Nagarajamurthy were
members of the selec-
tion committee.

FIR against five
over MLC poll
scuffle

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An FIR has been regis-
tered against five people
following a scuffle near
the polling booth at
Ambedkar College in
Mallathahalli during the
Teachers’ Constituency
MLC elections.

The Annapoorneshwari
Nagar police registered
the case based on a com-
plaint filed by former cor-
porator Govindaraju.
Those named in the FIR
include Shekhar, Velu
Naicker, Mohan Kumar,
G.K. Venkatesh alias NTR,
and Shasukumar.
According to the com-
plaint, a clash broke out
near the polling booth
during the election pro-
cess. Police have regis-
tered the case and
launched an investigation
to establish the circum-
stances of the incident
and determine the roles
of those involved.
The police stated that
strict action would be
taken against anyone
found violating the law or
disrupting public order
during the elections.

Wheelie stuntson
NH 44 alarm

commuters
CH NEWS, DEVANAHALLI

Dangerous motorcycle
wheelie stunts on
National Highway 44 (NH
44), on the outskirts of
Devanahalliin Bengaluru
Rural district, have
sparked concern among
commuters and local
residents. According to
reports, several young
men, including technology
professionals from
Bengaluru, ride high-end
motorcycles to the
highway and perform
wheelies by lifting the
front wheel while
travelling at high speeds.
Videos of these stunts,
allegedly performed while
avoiding the attention of
traffic police, have gone
viral on social media. The
riders are also said to be
recording their activities
and uploading the
footage online.

The highway, which wit-
nesses heavy traffic and
fast-moving vehicles,
poses significant risks
when such stunts are per-
formed. The reckless rid-
ing endangers not only
the bikers themselves but
also other motorists and
pedestrians using the
road. The incidents have
triggered public outrage,
with commuters express-
ing concern over road
safety.

Ashoka alleges irregularities
in Bengaluru waste tender

BJP leader R. Ashoka has demanded tender cancellation, alleging
authorities ignored warnings and failed to collect %12.99 crore in deposits

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka
has accused the Congress
government of irregularities
in Bengaluru’s waste manage-
ment tenders and demanded a
Lokayukta investigation into
the contracts awarded by the
BBMP.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Ashoka alleged that a
%133-crore tender was award-
ed to Muniyappa Enterprises
despite the company failing to
meet the required eligibility
conditions. He claimed the
firm’s turnover was 33.34
crore in 2023-24, against the
required %10 crore.

Ashoka also alleged that
additional security deposits
worth %12.99 crore were not
collected for Packages 2 and
5, despite warnings from the
Finance Department. He de-
manded that the relevant
files be seized and the tender
cancelled.

He questioned why ten-
ders for 21 waste transfer
station packages were issued
before suitable sites were
identified. He alleged that
the process lacked transpar-
ency and called for an inves-
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Ashoka’s charges

M Tender: ¥133-crore
contract to a firm that
missed the turnover rule

M Deposits: 12.99 crore
uncollected intwo
packages

B Sites: 21 transfer station
tenders issued before
sites were identified

B Next: a letter to the CM
seeking cancellation

¥3.34cr

the firm’s 2023-24 turnover

10cr

turnover the tender required

%400

apartment waste fee (was 340)

tigation into the officials in-
volved.

Ashoka further criticised
the increase in waste collec-
tion charges for apartment
residents from 40 to I400.
He said the government
should ensure regular waste
collection and proper use of
public funds.

The opposition leader also
accused the state govern-
ment of failing to provide

drought relief to farmers. He
claimed that promised assis-
tance of 32,500 had not
reached farmers and alleged
delays in Gruha Lakshmi
payments and disability pen-
sions.

He criticised the govern-
ment over crop insurance
payments and other financial
issues, while also raising
concerns about registration
services and alleged bribery.

Ashoka said he would
write to Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar demanding can-
cellation of the waste tender.
He warned that failure to act
would raise further questions
about the contract.

He also said he had met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and would share infor-
mation about political devel-
opments in Karnataka every
two or three months.

Cylinder explosion injures
Three in B’luru godown

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Three people, including a
nine-year-old boy, were in-
jured in a cylinder explo-
sion at a godown in Pattan-
gere, Rajarajeshwari Nagar
(RR Nagar), on Saturday
morning.

The injured have been
identified as Bablu, the
owner of the godown,
Lakshmamma, who lives in
a neighbouring house, and a
nine-year-old boy. Police
shifted all three to a private
hospital for treatment.

According to preliminary
information, Bablu, a native
of Bihar, has been living in
Bengaluru for the past 20
years. He owns a house
elsewhere but used the
godown to store materials
required for his pani puri
business.

Officials suspect that a
gas leak from a cylinder oc-
curred during the night,
causing a fire inside the
godown. Pressure may have
built up inside the premises
following the incident.

On Saturday morning,
when Bablu arrived and
opened the godown door,
flames suddenly burst out,
injuring him and the two
others nearby.

The explosion caused
concern among local resi-
dents, while emergency per-
sonnel and police rushed to

the spot to assess the situa-
tion.

Fire and emergency ser-
vices personnel inspected
the premises along with the
police. Officials are exam-
ining the circumstances that
led to the suspected gas
leak and subsequent explo-
sion.

The exact cause of the in-
cident has not yet been con-
firmed. Further details re-
garding the condition of the
injured and the extent of the
damage are awaited.

Authorities are expected
to establish the sequence of
events after completing
their inspection and investi-
gation.

The incident has also
highlighted the risks associ-
ated with storing gas cylin-
ders and other materials in
enclosed spaces.

Police and emergency of-
ficials are continuing their
investigation to determine
what caused the explosion
and whether any safety
measures were overlooked
at the godown.

RSS marches spark confusion over permission rules

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Preparations are underway
for Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) marches across
Karnataka to mark Vijaya-
dashami. However, different
statements from Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge and the
police regarding permission
requirements have raised
questions about the govern-
ment’s position.

Kharge has said that per-
mission must be obtained for
RSS route marches, known as
pathasanchalana. However,
police officials have indicated
that informing the authorities
is sufficient and separate per-

mission is not required.

Conditional permission

in Kalaburagi

In Kalaburagi, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Shalu has
granted conditional permis-
sion for an RSS march sched-
uled to begin at 3.30 pm on
October 25. The approval
followed the submission of
Forms 1 and 2 to the Home
Department.

The march will begin at
Nagareswara School and end at
the Sharanabasaveshwara Jatra
grounds. Police have directed or-
ganisers to follow the approved
route and prohibited provocative
speeches during the event.

Marches planned in
Ramanagara & Hubballi
In Ramanagara, police have
permitted a march scheduled
for 9.30 am on October 25.
The procession will cover two
kilometres, from the RSS of-
fice to Agrahara.

In Hubballi, permission has
been granted for a route
march and public meeting at
Nehru Maidan on October 25.
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
and several BJP MLAs are
expected to participate. Prepa-
rations are also underway in
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Kolar and Mysuru for similar
marches and programmes.

Permission awaited in
Tumakuru

In Tumakuru, police permis-
sion for the march is still
pending. Events were planned
in Tumakuru city, rural areas,
Kunigal and Gubbi.

The delay is reportedly
linked to the Model Code of
Conduct in force for the
Graduates’ Constituency elec-
tions.

Meanwhile, preparations for
Vijayadashami celebrations
are continuing across Karna-
taka. The differing statements
on permission requirements
have drawn attention as or-
ganisers prepare for the sched-
uled events.

Complaint alleges fake certificates
in transport promotions

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Allegations of irregularities
have emerged in the Karnata-
ka Transport Department’s
promotion process for Motor
Vehicle Inspector (MVI)
posts, with social activist
Parashurama Neel Nayak fil-
ing a complaint against 46
employees over alleged forged
educational and experience
certificates.

Nayak has submitted a com-
plaint, along with supporting
documents, to the Governor,
the Chief Secretary and the
Transport Department Com-
missioner, seeking action into
the alleged irregularities.

Vacancies and
eligibility

According to the complaint,
12 MVI posts are vacant un-
der the in-service promotion
quota, and 46 Group C and
Group D employees have ap-
plied for these positions.

46 GroupCandD
employees have applied
for 12 vacant MVI posts

As per the eligibility rules
cited in the complaint, candi-
dates must hold a diploma or
engineering degree in Me-
chanical or Automobile Engi-
neering. They must have ob-
tained the qualification before
joining service or taken three
years of leave during employ-
ment to complete their stud-
ies.

Certificates questioned
The complaint alleges that
some employees submitted
fake certificates claiming they
had completed their education
through evening colleges. It
further claims that experience
certificates showing employ-
ment in private companies
were fabricated to meet ad-
mission requirements.

Nayak also alleged that cer-

tain employees failed to sub-
mit departmental no-objection
certificates to the colleges
concerned.

Changed conditions

The complaint raises ques-
tions about alleged changes to
eligibility conditions, includ-
ing an increase in the upper
age limit from 50 to 55 years
and changes to the mandatory
service period after complet-
ing a diploma.

It further alleges that mon-
ey running into crores of ru-
pees may have been involved
in securing the promotions.

Probe sought

The allegations have raised
concerns about transparency
and compliance with recruit-
ment rules in the Transport
Department.

The complainant has sought
an investigation into the mat-
ter and action against those
found responsible.

Two lakh family members reapply
for Gruha Lakshmi

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Around two lakh family mem-
bers of deceased beneficiaries
have reapplied to receive ben-
efits under the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s Gruha Lakshmi
scheme, according to reports.
The applications were submit-
ted after the women who pre-
viously received financial as-
sistance under the scheme
passed away.

Nearly three lakh Gruha
Lakshmi beneficiaries have
died across the state. Follow-
ing their deaths, daughters
and daughters-in-law of the
families have come forward
to apply for the benefit.

The government has recov-
ered around %43 crore from
the bank accounts of de-
ceased beneficiaries so far. Of
the total X75 crore deposited
in the accounts of beneficia-
ries who have died, approxi-
mately %32 crore is yet to be
recovered.

The recovery process is still

Deceased beneficiaries’
accounts

15¢cr

‘et to be recovered

underway, and the remaining
amount has not yet been with-
drawn from the relevant bank
accounts.

Many families are interest-
ed in continuing to receive
financial assistance through
the Gruha Lakshmi scheme.
With the original beneficiaries
no longer alive, other eligible
women in their families have
submitted fresh applications
to receive the benefits.

However, the verification
process for these newly sub-
mitted applications has not
yet begun.

Officials are expected to
start rechecking the applica-
tions after receiving instruc-

tions from the Chief Minister.
The verification process will
determine which applicants
meet the eligibility require-
ments and can receive finan-
cial assistance under the
scheme.

The number of families that
will ultimately receive bene-
fits will become clear only
after the verification process
is completed. ‘Authorities
will need to examine the ap-
plications and confirm the
eligibility of the new appli-
cants before approving assis-
tance.

The government has yet to
begin the re-verification pro-
cess, leaving the applicants
waiting for further instruc-
tions.

The next steps will deter-
mine how many families can
continue receiving assistance
under the scheme and how the
government will complete the
recovery of funds deposited in
the accounts of deceased ben-
eficiaries.
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High Court stops repeated questioning of minor victim

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has set aside a trial court or-
der allowing the repeated
cross-examination of a
12-year-old girl in a POCSO
case, observing that repeated
questioning could cause fur-
ther mental trauma to the
child.

A single-judge bench of
Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order on a petition
filed by the girl’s mother, who
challenged the trial court’s
decision to allow the accused
to question her daughter
again.

The High Court observed
that while an accused has the
right to a fair trial, the mental
health and dignity of a minor
victim must also be protected.

Repeatedly asking a child
to recall painful events could
cause psychological distress
and lead to further trauma.

The court referred to Sec-
tion 33(5) of the POCSO Act,
which requires special courts
to ensure that child victims
are not repeatedly summoned
to testify.

It also noted that courts
have the power to recall wit-
nesses under the law, but this
authority should be used only

when necessary for a fair de-
cision.

The bench said courts must
examine whether further
questioning is essential or
whether it could delay the tri-
al and fill gaps in the evi-
dence already presented. The
court stressed that finding the
truth should not come at the
cost of a child’s mental
well-being.

The POCSO case was reg-
istered in 2022 following a
complaint by the girl’s moth-
er. The girl was eight years
old when the case was filed.
Police completed the investi-
gation and submitted a

HOW THE CASE WENT

2022

Case registered; the girl was
eight

T
@ 2023

| Cross-examined several times
T

]

MARCH 2024

Accused seeks to question her

again

NOwW

High Court sets aside the recall

order
charge sheet. In 2023, the
girl was cross-examined sev-
eral times for extended peri-
ods. In March 2024, the ac-
cused sought permission to

question her again, citing
certain videos and voice mes-

sages.

The trial court allowed the
request, prompting her moth-
er to approach the High
Court.

The High Court set aside
the trial court’s order, high-
lighting the need to protect
child victims from repeated
questioning and unnecessary
emotional suffering during
legal proceedings.
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Wife, lover
arrested for Hunsur
man’s murder

CHNEWS, Mysuru
Hunsur Rural Police
have arrested Pavithra
and her alleged lover,
Sunil, for murdering
her husband,
Ramaprasad, 35, a
mason from Hunsur
taluk. According to po-
lice, Pavithra allegedly
mixed powdered Da-
tura seeds into idlis
served to her husband
on Oct16. The method
was reportedly re-
searched on YouTube.
When the poisoning
failed to kill him, she
and Sunil allegedly
strangled him.
Pavithra later claimed
that Ramaprasad had
gone to sleep after
eating curd. Suspi-
cious circumstances
prompted his brother,
Chandrahas, to file a
complaint. Police in-
vestigation led to the
arrests. The victim
leaves behind two
children.

Mandya University
recruitment: apply
before Oct 27

CHNEWS, Mandya
Mandya University has
invited applications
from eligible candi-
dates for recruitment.
General category appli-
cants must pay an ap-
plication fee of Rs. 500,
while SC, ST and Cate-
gory-1 candidates must
pay Rs. 250. Applicants
must complete the pre-
scribed application
form mentioned in the
official notification.
They must submit two
sets of the application
along with self-attest-
ed documents, mark
sheets and detailed
bio-data. The applica-
tions should be ad-
dressed to the Regis-
trar, Mandya University,
and must reach the of-
fice by Oct 27. Applica-
tions without the re-
quired supporting doc-
uments will not be con-
sidered. Candidates are
advised to check the
official notification for
complete recruitment
details.

Kumaraswamy accuses govt
of covering up KPSC scam

Challenging Minister Priyank Kharge’s claim that an 80% sting operation
probe is complete, Kumaraswamy questioned the progress in the KPSC case.

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy has accused the
Karnataka government of at-
tempting to cover up alleged
irregularities in the Karnataka
Public Service Commission
(KPSC) recruitment scam.

Responding to Minister Pri-
yank Kharge’s statement that
80 per cent of the sting oper-
ation investigation had been
completed, Kumaraswamy
questioned the progress made
in the KPSC case.

Recruitment cases
Speaking to reporters in Hole-
narasipura, Kumaraswamy
asked how much truth had
emerged from investigations
into recruitment cases involv-
ing Panchayat Development
Officers (PDOs), Assistant
Executive Engineers (AEEs),
veterinary candidates and Re-
gional Transport Office (RTO)
officials.

Two probes questioned
“If 80 per cent of the sting op-
eration investigation is com-
plete, what has happened to

H.D. Kumaraswamy (left) and Priyank Kharge

the KPSC scam investigation?
While 80 per cent of the sting
investigation is complete,
90 per cent of the KPSC scam
has been covered up,” he al-
leged.

Officials accused

Kumaraswamy claimed that
certain officials were being
used to conceal irregularities
and expressed doubts about
whether the investigation
would reach a logical conclu-
sion. He also questioned alle-
gations that the government
had helped accused persons
secure anticipatory bail, de-

spite former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah calling for an
investigation.

The Union Minister chal-
lenged the authorities to ex-
amine the mobile phones and
laptops of his social media
team in connection with the
case. Referring to reports of
170 to 180 alleged sting oper-
ation instances, he questioned
how much evidence had been
seized by investigators.

Emphasising the need for
an independent investigation
and transparency, Kumaras-
wamy alleged that attempts
were being made to suppress

‘ We will not allow the

matter to be brushed
aside so easily. We also
have the strength to fight,
and we are ready to take
up the struggle.”

— H.D. Kumaraswamy, Union
Minister

Two probes, two claims

STING
PROBE

80%

complete,
says Priyank
Kharge

KPSC SCAM

90%

covered up,
alleges
Kumaraswamy

the matter under the pretext of
conducting a probe.

He also referred to the
death of Vicky and the contro-
versy surrounding the sting
operation, warning that he
would continue to fight until
the issues were addressed.

His remarks came amid an
ongoing political dispute over
the investigation and allega-
tions of irregularities in re-
cruitment and the handling of
the sting operation case.

Hariprasad calls RSS pioneer
of sting operations

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

KPCC leader B.K. Hariprasad
has accused the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
of pioneering sting operations
in modern India, triggering
fresh political criticism over
the issue.

Speaking to reporters on
Saturday, Hariprasad said
sting operations were not a
recent development and had
been used by various individ-
uals to settle political scores
over the years. Referring to
historical examples, including
Kittur and Devendrappa Ka-
lappa, he alleged that the RSS
and BJP leader Sanjay Joshi,
who was once in charge of
Gujarat affairs, were among
those who established the
practice in modern Indian pol-
itics.

Hariprasad described them
as the originators of sting op-
erations in the country and
sarcastically said they de-
served the credit for introduc-
ing the practice.

‘Godse was India’s first
terrorist’

Responding to a question
about alleged attempts to tar-
nish Mahatma Gandhi’s rep-
utation, Hariprasad said or-
ganisations associated with
Gandhi’s assassination should
be viewed as terrorist organi-
sations. He also described

B.K. Hariprasad

Hariprasad asked the BJP
to acknowledge Godse’s
role in Gandhi’s
assassination if the party
considered itself
committed to patriotism,
the freedom struggle and
the national flag

Nathuram Godse, who assas-
sinated Gandhi in 1948, as
independent India’s first ter-
rorist.

His remarks come amid an
ongoing political controversy
surrounding sting operations
and allegations linked to in-
vestigations in Karnataka.
The comments added another
dimension to the political ex-
change between Congress and
the BJP over historical fig-
ures, nationalism and the use
of investigative methods in
public life.

3 arrested over alleged human remains racket

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Three people have been ar-
rested following allegations
that buried human bodies and

Rs 200-500

the price the remains were
reportedly sold for

skeletal remains were illegal-
ly removed from a Hindu
burial ground on Mantralaya
Road in Raichur and trans-
ported to a private medical
college.

The alleged racket came to
light after local residents re-
portedly caught the suspects
and handed them over to the
police. According to reports,
bodies buried after funeral
rites were being exhumed and
transported without proper
authorisation.

The allegations have raised
serious concerns about the
handling of human remains
and the possible misuse of

bodies for medical purposes.
Reports also claimed that the
remains were being sold for
amounts ranging from Rs.
200 to Rs. 500.

Three detained
The three people detained
were Viresh, a worker at
the burial ground, and Raju
and Afsar, employees of a
private medical college.
The report stated that Viresh
admitted to involvement in
the alleged activity, while the
two medical college employ-
ees allegedly acknowledged
transporting the remains.
There were also allegations
that some bodies were dis-
membered at the site and that
parts were removed. These
claims require detailed inves-
tigation by the police to estab-
lish the exact nature and ex-
tent of the alleged activities.
Following the incident, per-
sonnel from the Netajinagar
police station visited the buri-
al ground and inspected the
location. A case has been reg-

istered, and further investiga-
tion is under way.

Local residents have de-
manded strict action against
everyone involved in the al-
leged operation. They have
also called for an investiga-
tion into how the remains
were removed from the burial
ground, who authorised their
transportation and whether
any medical institution or oth-
er individuals were involved.

The incident has highlight-
ed concerns about security at
burial grounds and the need
for proper procedures govern-
ing the handling and transpor-
tation of human remains.

Police are expected to in-
vestigate the circumstances
surrounding the alleged re-
moval and transport of the
bodies, examine available ev-
idence and determine whether
other people were involved.
The allegations against the
detained individuals will be
subject to the findings of the
investigation and due legal
process.

Cong demands resignation of CEC
Gyanesh Kumar over SIR

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Minister Dr Ajay Singh has
alleged irregularities in the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls and
demanded the resignation of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar.

Addressing the media, Dr
Ajay Singh said Congress
leaders had been repeatedly
raising concerns over the con-
duct of elections since 2024.
He referred to allegations of
electoral manipulation raised
by senior Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi and questioned
whether the BJP had found it
easier to win elections after
2024.

He alleged that people from
different states were being
brought in to facilitate what
he described as a backdoor
entry into the electoral pro-
cess. He claimed that public
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Minister Dr Ajay Singh addresses the
media in Kalaburagi

concern over the fairness of
elections had increased sig-
nificantly, with more people
across the country now ques-
tioning the process than be-
fore.

Dr Ajay Singh said the de-
mand for Gyanesh Kumar’s
resignation was being raised
in view of these concerns. He
maintained that the Congress

would continue its campaign
seeking accountability and
transparency in the electoral
system.

The Minister announced
that preparations were under-
way for a national-level pro-
test at Ramlila Maidan in
New Delhi on November 1.
He said people from villages
across the country, along with
participants from different
states, were expected to join
the demonstration.

Dr Ajay Singh asserted that
the Congress had been contin-
uously raising concerns about
electoral fairness since 2024
and would continue its agita-
tion until its demands were
addressed.

The Congress has called for
greater accountability in the
electoral process and reiterat-
ed its demand for the resigna-
tion of the Chief Election
Commissioner.

Karnataka, China Explore Green

BENGALURU

Karnataka State Biofuel De-
velopment Board (KSBDB)
Chairman S. E. Sudheendra
met Chinese Ambassador to
India H.E. Xu Feihang at
Kempegowda International
Airport in Bengaluru on
Thursday to discuss mutual
cooperation and technologi-
cal exchange in biofuels and
green technology.

During the meeting at the
airport’s VIP lounge, Sud-
heendra highlighted Karnata-
ka’s potential in biofuel pro-
duction, sustainable energy
and eco-friendly technolo-
gies. He expressed the state’s
interest in collaborating with
China, a global player in re-
newable energy, for joint re-
search, technology transfer
and industrial development.

He particularly emphasized
strengthening ethanol and
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biodiesel production by uti-
lizing agricultural waste and
biomass resources, promot-
ing sustainable practices and
reducing environmental pol-
lution.

Ambassador Xu Feihang
appreciated Karnataka’s
green energy initiatives and
acknowledged the impor-
tance of clean energy adop-
tion and climate change mit-
igation. He responded posi-

ooperation

tively to proposals for techni-
cal assistance, knowledge
sharing and cooperation on
environmentally friendly en-
ergy projects with the Board.

Smt. Anuradha, Deputy
Commissioner (Rural), Ben-
galuru, and other senior
Board officials attended the
meeting and participated in
the discussions.

According to the Board,
the engagement marks an im-
portant step towards strength-
ening Karnataka’s green
economy and expanding in-
ternational clean energy part-
nerships.

The meeting follows the
Chairman’s recent discus-
sions with prominent organi-
zations in Bulgaria and Ja-
pan, further advancing Kar-
nataka’s efforts to establish
global partnerships in sus-
tainable energy and biofuel
development.

GRADUATES CONSTITUENCY ELECTION DISPUTE

FARMERS BLOCK HIGHWAY, SEEK
CONTINUOUS DAM WATER

CH NEWS, YADGIR

Farmers staged a massive pro-
test by blocking the Devapur
National Highway at Devapur
Cross in Surpur taluk of Yad-
gir district, demanding the
immediate abolition of the
curfew-based water release
system and continuous supply
of irrigation water to the left
and right bank canals of the
Basavasagar Dam at Narayan-
pur.

The protest was led by for-
mer Minister Rajugowda,
with farmers expressing
strong resentment over the
government’s handling of ir-
rigation water distribution.
They demanded that water be
released continuously to both
canals until November 15 to
protect standing crops and
safeguard farmers’ liveli-
hoods.

The protesters accused the

government of failing to pro-
tect the interests of farmers in
Karnataka while releasing
water to neighbouring Telan-
gana. They insisted that the
existing system of restricted
or intermittent water supply

BJP alleges illegal voting in Haveri polling booth

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Allegations of fraudulent vot-
ing have emerged in the Kar-
nataka West Graduates’ Con-
stituency election, with BJP
leaders claiming that a Con-
gress worker cast a vote by
impersonating the wife of
Haveri District Congress Pres-
ident Sanjeevkumar Neer-
alagi.

According to the allega-
tions, Asha Patil, wife of San-
jeevkumar Neeralagi, was a

registered voter but did not
visit the polling station to ex-
ercise her franchise. However,
a vote was allegedly cast in
her name at Booth No. 85, lo-
cated in the court hall of the
Assistant Commissioner’s of-
fice in Haveri.

BJP leaders have alleged
that Shilpa Badammanavar, a
Congress ST Morcha leader
and Guarantee Implementa-
tion Committee member, cast
the vote by posing as Asha
Patil.

Raised in Hubballi
The issue was raised by BJP
MLA Mahesh Tenginakai at a
press conference in Hubballi on
Saturday. He alleged that Shil-
pa stepped forward and cast the
vote when polling staff called
out Asha Patil’s name.
Tenginakai demanded a de-
tailed investigation into the
incident and called for appro-
priate legal action against
anyone found responsible. He
also questioned the alleged
involvement of a person who,

The poll row

— BJP alleged Congress leader
cast fake vote.

— MLA Tenginakai demanded
detailed probe, legal action.

— Another voting
impersonation reported in
Hubballi.

according to the BJP, was not
registered as a voter in the
graduates’ constituency.

The allegations have added
to the political controversy

surrounding the West Gradu-
ates’ Constituency election,
which concluded on Friday.
Both the Congress and BJP
have raised allegations of
electoral malpractice in con-
nection with polling.

A second case

A separate controversy was
reported at Fathima School in
Hubballi, where allegations
emerged that another person
had voted in the name of
Syed Irfan Belagavi.

should be abolished immedi-
ately and replaced with con-
tinuous water release.
Raising slogans in support
of their demands, the farmers
warned that the prevailing ir-
rigation arrangements were

causing serious difficulties for
agricultural activities and put-
ting their crops at risk.

The highway blockade dis-
rupted vehicular movement,
leaving commuters and mem-
bers of the public facing con-
siderable inconvenience. Pas-
sengers travelling to their
hometowns reportedly en-
countered difficulties due to
the suspension of traffic
during the protest. The agita-
tion highlighted the growing
tension over irrigation water
distribution in the region,
with farmers urging the gov-
ernment to intervene immedi-
ately and ensure a continuous
supply of water to the left and
right bank canals. The protest-
ers maintained that protecting
agriculture and farmers’ live-
lihoods should be the priority
and demanded an immediate
decision on their irrigation re-
quirements.

I, MAHESHKUMAR M V
alias JAGADISH K V S/o
VARADAIAH, R/0 00,
Kallanayakanahalli,
Yeliyur, Huthridurga
Hobli, Kunigal, TumkKur,
Karnataka-572126,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as JAGADISHK V.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Durgarani Mukundrao
Vyavhare D/o Mukundrao
Kisanrao Vyavhare W/o Abhishek
Shekhar Jivrag R/o 208 Green
Edge Casero, Whitefield Hoskote
Main Road, Adjacent Whitefield
Boulevard, Seegehalli, VTC:
Seegehalli, PO: Kannamangala,
District: Bengaluru, State:
Karnataka- 560067 have
changed my name to Durga
Jivrag
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ABVP seeks KSOU regional director’s
~ suspension over exam malpractice

Protesters claimed students paid around 221,000 per subject
to use mobile phones and textbooks during exams.

Appara Begum
appointed
JD(S) women’s
wing president

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Appara Begum Chappar-
band has been appointed
president of the Janata
Dal (Secular) women'’s
wing in Vijayapura district.
The appointment was
made on the recommen-
dations of party state
vice-president Appugou-
da Patil, district president
Mallikarjun Yandigeri and
Devarahippargi MLA Bhi-
managouda (Rajugouda)
Patil. Appara Begum has
previously served as a
Zilla Panchayat member
and president. The party
expects her to strength-
en the women’s wing,
expand its organisational
activities and bring wom-
en leaders and workers
from different com-
munities together. The
appointment order urged
her to work with dedica-
tion and enthusiasm to
strengthen the party’s
WOmen'’s wing across
the district in accordance
with its principles and
ideology.

Man found
murdered as
village prepared
for funeral

CH NEWS, HASSAN

A 58-year-old man, Man-
junatha Swamy, was found
murdered at his home in
Kallahalli village under
Gorur police station limits
in Hassan district. The
unmarried man lived alone
and owned around 15
acres of land where he cul-
tivated bamboo. Villagers
initially suspected a heart
attack and began funeral
preparations. However,
police discovered stab
wounds on his neck and
injuries to his head during
an inspection. Villagers
found him dead inside his
house after noticing the
television playing loudly.
A dog squad and forensic
experts visited the scene.
Hassan SP Shubhanvitha
said a special team had
been formed to identify
and arrest the accused.
Police have registered a
case and launched an in-
vestigation into the motive.

Shivananda
Tagadooru to
receive Nammura
Nentaru honour

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

Shivananda Tagadooru,
state president of the
Working Journalists’
Association, will be felici-
tated under the
‘Nammura Nentaru’ pro-
gramme on Sunday,
October 25. The event is
jointly organised by
Geleyara Balaga, the
Chitradurga district unit of
the Working Journalists’
Association and Durgada
Siri Kala Sangha. The cer-
emony will be held at 11
am at the Patrakartara
Bhavana (Journalists’
Hall). Dr. Basavakumara
Swamiji of Murugha
Matha will preside over
the programme. Durgada
Siri Kala Sangha repre-
sentative Aishwarya Arun
Kumar, former CMC presi-
dent B. Kantharaj, district
journalists’ association
president Vinayaka
Todaranal and Raitha
Sangha leader

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) activists
staged a protest outside the
Karnataka State Open Univer-
sity (KSOU) regional exam-
ination centre in Shivamogga
on Saturday, demanding the
suspension of the Regional
Director and a fresh examina-
tion for students affected by
alleged malpractice.

The protesters alleged that
students were allowed to use
mobile phones and textbooks
during examinations in ex-
change for payments of
around 321,000 per subject.
They claimed that money was
collected through digital pay-
ment platforms, including
PhonePe and Google Pay.

According to the allega-
tions, students who paid the
amount were permitted to en-
gage in malpractice on a des-
ignated floor, while others
were made to write their ex-
aminations under strict super-
vision. The protesters claimed
that arrangements were made
for around 70 to 100 students
to engage in malpractice on
that floor every day.

The ABVP said such al-
leged irregularities disadvan-
taged honest students and
undermined the credibility of
the university’s examination

Longlive
‘ student unity !
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ABVP activists raise slogans during a protest

system. It demanded the im-
mediate suspension of the Re-
gional Director and other of-
ficials concerned pending an
impartial investigation.

The protesters also sought a
high-level inquiry into the al-
leged collection of money,
facilitation of malpractice and
lapses in examination super-
vision. They called for the
preservation and examination
of CCTV footage, room allo-
cation records, attendance
registers, staff duty rosters
and digital payment records.

The organisation further de-
manded that affected exam-
inations be conducted again

without charging students any
additional fees. It urged the
university to take disciplinary
and legal action against those
found responsible and make
the investigation findings
public.

The activists warned that
they would continue their
democratic protest if the au-
thorities failed to take appro-
priate action.

The protest intensified when
the demonstrators insisted that
they would not leave the ven-
ue until the Deputy Commis-
sioner arrived. Police subse-
quently took the ABVP activ-
ists into custody.

Key points

— Students allegedly paid for
daily exam malpractice.

— ABVP demanded regional
director’s suspension.

— Protesters sought high-level
inquiry, CCTV preservation.

— Affected exams must be
re-conducted free.

— Activists warned protests
would continue further.

— Police detained
demonstrators at the venue.

The allegations are yet to
be established through an in-
dependent investigation.

MLA Latha Mallikarjun
urges students
to prioritise education

CH NEWS, HARAPANAHALLI

Students should not ruin their
future by getting carried away
by the attractions of love and
romance but should focus on
education and work towards
achieving their goals, Harap-
anahalli MLA M.P. Latha
Mallikarjun said.

She was speaking at the in-
auguration of co-curricular
activities for the 202627 ac-
ademic year and a welcome
programme for first-year stu-
dents at the Government First
Grade College auditorium in
Harapanahalli on Saturday.

Latha Mallikarjun said stu-
dent life was a crucial period
for shaping one’s future. Stu-
dents should give priority to
education and study with ded-
ication, commitment and de-
termination to achieve suc-
cess.

She advised students to use
their time productively and
avoid distractions that could
affect their academic prog-
ress. According to her, young
people should concentrate on
acquiring a good education
and becoming self-reliant be-
fore making important deci-
sions about their personal
lives.

Deputy Superintendent of
Police Dr. Santosh Chauhan,
who also addressed the gath-
ering, expressed concern over
the excessive use of social
media among students. He
said the growing dependence

on mobile phones was having
a negative impact on young
people and could distract
them from their studies and
ambitions.

Chauhan advised students
not to allow romantic attrac-
tions or excessive use of dig-
ital platforms to interfere with
their education. He encour-
aged them to remain focused
on their studies and work con-
sistently towards achieving
their goals.

Retired history lecturer
Dayanand and college princi-
pal Dr. K. Satish also spoke
about the importance of stu-
dent life in shaping the future.
They highlighted the need for
students to make constructive
use of their academic years.

PLD Bank president Kam-
mar Manjunath, lecturers G.
Thippeswamy, Dr. Bhimappa,
Dr. M. Suresh, Dr. Kallesh,
Umadevi, Dr. Harish and oth-
er faculty members attended
the programme, along with
college staff and students.

‘ Students should
recognise the
sacrifices and hard work of
their parents. They should
understand their
responsibilities and grow
into responsible citizens
who can contribute
positively to society.”
— M.P. Latha Mallikarjun, MLA,
Harapanahalli

Bommai seeks crackdown on drug,
liquor and matka rackets in Haveri

CH NEWS, HAVERI

Haveri MP Basavaraj Bom-
mai has urged the Director
General of Police (DGP) and
the state Home Minister to
take strict action against the
alleged illegal trade in matka,
drugs and liquor in the dis-
trict.

Speaking to reporters after
visiting polling booths in
Haveri city ahead of the Kar-
nataka West Graduates’ Con-
stituency election, Bommai
alleged that illegal activities
were continuing in the district
despite repeated complaints.
He claimed that money col-
lected through these rackets
was reaching higher levels
and questioned the effective-
ness of the action taken by the
police.

Bommai expressed concern
over the spread of drug traf-
ficking into rural areas. He
said drugs were reportedly
available near schools and
colleges, putting young peo-
ple at risk of addiction and
other harmful habits.

The MP expressed dissatis-
faction over the lack of de-
sired results despite com-
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plaints about illegal activities.
He called on the police to in-
vestigate the networks operat-
ing in the district and identify
those involved in running and
supporting the alleged rack-
ets.

Bommai urged the state
DGP and Home Minister to
personally monitor the situa-
tion and ensure effective ac-
tion against the illegal sale of
drugs and liquor, as well as
matka operations.

He also demanded an inves-
tigation into the alleged flow
of money from these activities
and called for legal action
against anyone found to be
involved or providing support
to the networks.

Emphasising the need to
protect young people from
drugs and other illegal activi-

Bommai claimed that
illegal activities
persisted in the district
despite repeated
complaints.

‘ The growing drug
menace could also
contribute to an increase
in criminal activities,
affecting public safety
and the future of the
younger generation.”

— Basavaraj Bommai MP,
Haveri

ties, Bommai said authorities
should trace the operations to
their source rather than focus
only on those directly in-
volved in selling prohibited
substances.

His remarks have renewed
attention on the need for ef-
fective enforcement against
illegal activities in Haveri dis-
trict. The allegations regard-
ing the networks and the flow
of money require investiga-
tion by the concerned author-
ities.

Dasara traditions can build
value-based society

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Dasara traditions help chil-
dren learn good values and
contribute to building a soci-
ety rooted in moral principles,
said Kalyanakumar Sheela-
vanta, president of Guruji De-
gree College.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the ‘Dasara Siri
Sambhrama’ and ‘Adishakti
Award’ presentation ceremo-
ny organised by the Shiv-
abasava Cultural Organization
at the Gulbarga University
guest house.

Sheelavanta said Dasara
was celebrated with pride
across Karnataka and reflect-
ed the state’s rich cultural her-
itage. The tradition of ex-
changing banni leaves, sym-
bolically considered gold,
during the festival promoted
joy, goodwill and mutual re-
spect among people.

He said such cultural prac-
tices provided an opportunity
to teach children the impor-
tance of good conduct, re-
spect for others and social
responsibility. Passing these

values on to younger genera-
tions would help create a bet-
ter society.

Stree Shakti

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr. K. Girimalla
highlighted the importance of
women’s power, or Stree
Shakti, in society. He de-
scribed women as essential to
social development and said
their enthusiasm during
Dasara celebrations was in-
spiring.

Girimalla noted that Dasara
symbolised the destruction of
evil and the protection of
righteousness. He stressed
that parents had a responsibil-
ity not only to raise children
but also to instil good values
in them from an early age.

During the ceremony, the
Adishakti Award was present-
ed to seven women in recog-
nition of their contributions.
The awardees were Matoshree
Sushilabai, Reshma Hagara-
gundagi, Jyothi Akshaya,
Vishalakshi Mayannanavara,
Renuka Srikantha, Gurubai
Santhosha and Rukmini Poo-

Adishakti Award

Matoshree Sushilabai,
Reshma Hagaragundagi,
Jyothi Akshaya,
Vishalakshi
Mayannanavara, Renuka
Srikantha, Gurubai
Santhosha and Rukmini
Poojari

jari.

Kupendra Baragali, Vijaya-
kumar Kengala, Pushpa Den-
gi, Sharanakumar Hagaragun-
dagi, Vandana Dandothi, Sha-
ranu Ganagapura and Ashoka
Babaladi attended the event as
guests.

Vishwanatha Thotnalli, sec-
retary of the organisation,
moderated the programme.
Santhosha Biradara welcomed
the gathering, while Jayashree
Thotnalli proposed the vote of
thanks.

The programme highlighted
the significance of preserving
cultural traditions, recognis-
ing women’s contributions
and nurturing moral values
among children.

Rakshana Vedike seeks action

agains

t finance firms
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Vijayapura
CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The Karnataka Rakshana Ve-
dike has urged the district po-
lice authorities to take legal
action against financial insti-
tutions allegedly harassing
vehicle loan borrowers over
pending instalments.

The organisation said
drought conditions have made
it difficult for many people to
support their families. Despite
these hardships, some finan-
cial institutions are pressuring
borrowers to pay their vehicle
loan instalments.

According to representa-
tives of the organisation, even
when borrowers express their
willingness to clear pending
instalments, some finance
companies allegedly seize

Karnataka Rakshana Vedike members hand over their memorandum to the police in

repossession process.

The organisation said these
practices were causing finan-
cial and mental distress to ve-
hicle owners and drivers. It
urged the police to initiate
appropriate legal proceedings
against financial institutions
allegedly resorting to unlaw-
ful recovery methods.

The delegation submitted a
memorandum to the district
police authorities in Vijayapu-
ra, seeking intervention and
protection for affected bor-
rowers.

Karnataka Rakshana Vedike
state vice-president Basavaraj
Talikoti, Kolhar taluk presi-
dent Ravi Golusangi, Nida-
gundi taluk president Anand
Tadagali, Vijay Bhagi, Sridhar
and Anand Rathod, along

Heavy rain floods
NH-75, halts traffic

for hours
CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Heavy rain in Kanchana, Neerakatte,
Valalu and Bajattur areas of Bajattur
village caused severe waterlogging on
National Highway 75, disrupting ve- 1
hicular movement for more than two 2
hours. Rainwater that was expected to
flow through roadside drains over-
flowed onto the highway, leaving mo-

torists stranded.

The affected stretch between Bedro-

di and Kanchana Cross was flooded as 5 | Last Date & Time for uploading
water accumulated on the road. Over- Tender in KPPP platform

flowing roadside drains further wors- 6 | Opening of Technical Bid

ened the situation, making it difficult 7 | Opening of Financial Bid

for vehicles to pass through the area. 8 | Address for communication & Pre

The incident has raised concerns
about the drainage arrangements on
the four-lane highway being devel-
oped between Addahole and BC Road.
The project has reached the final stage
of construction, but local residents
have repeatedly raised objections over
what they describe as unscientific and

poorly planned construction.

Residents have alleged that ade-
quate drainage facilities were not pro-
vided at several locations to ensure the
smooth flow of rainwater. The latest
flooding has renewed questions about
whether the construction took into ac-
count the area's geographical condi-

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
District Office, Backward Classes Welfare Department,

ZP Compound Kanakadas Badavane, Vijayapur.
Telephone: 08352-276932, Email: dobcmbijapura@gmail.com

KPPP RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION (Inviting Re-Tender Through KPPP)

Providing outsource services for Group C and D posts in Pre-Metric and Post-Metric Night
Watchman, Cook, Assistant Cook, For Hostels & Data Entry Operator & Peon for Offices,
under Backward Classes welfare Department of Vijayapur District.

KPPP Tender Notification

BCWD/2025-26/SE0122/CALL-3 Date: 22.10.2026

KPPP Tender Publication Date

No: BCWD/O.T.T/CR-01/2026-27
Date: 17.10.2026

EMD Amount

3 | Estimated Amount put to Tender &

Rs. 809.37 Lakh & EMD Rs.8.10 Lakh

4 | Pre bid Meeting Date & Time

Date: 27.10.2026 Time: 11.00 Hrs.

Date: 19.11.2026 Time: 17.00 Hrs.

Date: 21.11.2026 Time: 11.00 Hrs.

Date: 30.11.2026 Time: 11.00 Hrs (Tentative)

bid Meeting

District Office, Backward Classes Welfare
Department, New ZP Compound Kanakadas
Badavane Vijayapura.

Phone No: 08352-276932
Email ID: dobcmbijapura@gmail.com

Interested bidders can view the tender details and download the bid documents from the
web site https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Backward Classes Welfare Department, Vijayapura.
TVAVROY /NBONTT /371 /BT 02/2026-27

Sd/- District Officer,

To place a classified ad

Dhananjaya their vehicles forcibly and  with other members, were | tions, natural water-flow patterns and .
Hampayyanamalige will make the owners bear the ex-  present during the submission | the volume of rainwater during heavy contact: 0 80'41 2 09 042
attend. penses incurred during the  of the memorandum. showers.
L X X X 4 ( X X X L X X X J L X X X J L X X X |
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PM Modi to inaugurate key projects
? during two-city visit

THE PRIME MINISTER’S ITINERARY COMBINES AN AIR FORCE DISPLAY

WITH NEW MANUFACTURING, BANKING AND CYBERSECURITY
FACILITIES ACROSS UTTAR PRADESH AND ODISHA.

Delhi student
found burnt
behind school
guard room

NEW DELHI

An 18-year-old Class 12
student was found dead
in a burnt condition
behind a school’s guard
room in Krishna Nagar,
Delhi, on Saturday. Police
are investigating the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the incident.
Police received a PCR call
about a fire at the school
and reached the spot.
The crime team inspected
the scene and collected
evidence, while certain
materials were recovered
from the location and the
student’s school bag.
Fire officer Anoop Singh
said the cause of the fire
had not yet been estab-
lished. The student was
taken away by ambu-
lance, and her body was
sent for a post-mortem
examination.

BJP MLA Anil Goyal said
police and local
administration officials
were investigating the
circumstances. Delhi
Police said further inquiry
was underway.

3killed, 19 injured as
minibus collides
with traileron NH-48

JAIPUR

Three people were killed
and 19 injured after a min-
ibus collided with a trailer

on National Highway 48
near Bagru in Rajasthan in

the early hours of
Saturday, police said.
The accident occurred
around 2 am when the
minibus, travelling from

Khatu Shyam to Salasar,

reportedly attempted to
overtake another vehicle.

The driver allegedly
jumped out and fled the
scene, according to
passengers.

Police found damaged
vehicles and debris scat-
tered across the road,
causing a major traffic
jam. The three victims
died on the spot, and
their bodies were taken to
a hospital.

Seven injured passengers
were referred to Jaipur’s
SMS Hospital, while oth-
ers were admitted to a
sub-district hospital. The
passengers were report-
edly from Nashik, and
children were among
those travelling. Further
details are awaited.

Tarrestedin

POCSO case,
including 3
juveniles

SIDDIPET

Seven people, including
three juveniles, have been
arrested in Telangana’s
Siddipet district in con-
nection with the alleged
rape of a minor girl, police
said on Saturday.
The accused were
remanded to judicial cus-
tody. The case was regis-
tered under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

In a separate case in
Guijarat’s Amreli district, a
government school
teacher was arrested for
allegedly molesting four
girl students and raping
one of them. Police said
the allegations came to
light after awareness ses-
sions on good and bad
touch encouraged the
students to inform their
families.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Varanasi in
Uttar Pradesh and Bhu-
baneswar in Odisha on Sun-
day, October 25, to attend an
aerial display and inaugurate
projects linked to manufactur-
ing, financial infrastructure
and cybersecurity.

In Varanasi, Modi will wit-
ness the Air Force Day Aerial
Display-2026 at Namo Ghat.
The event is expected to
showcase the operational
capabilities of the Indian Air
Force.

During his visit to the city,
the Prime Minister will also
inaugurate a new garment
manufacturing facility estab-
lished by Arvind Limited.
According to an official state-
ment, the facility is expected
to strengthen India’s textile

and apparel manufacturing
ecosystem and support indus-
trial development in the
region.

The project forms part of
the government’s efforts to
expand manufacturing activ-
ity and reinforce the textile
sector.

Following his engagements
in Varanasi, Modi will travel
to Bhubaneswar, the capital of
Odisha, where he is scheduled

to inaugurate a data centre
belonging to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI).

The data centre is among
the financial infrastructure
projects included in the Prime
Minister’s programme.

Modi will also inaugurate a
cybersecurity training institute
in Bhubaneswar. The institute
is intended to develop skills
and strengthen preparedness
in cybersecurity, an area of

Key projects
B When: Sunday, October 25

m Varanasi: Air Force aerial
display at Namo Ghat; Arvind
Limited garment facility

= Bhubaneswar: RBI data
centre; cybersecurity training
institute

growing importance as finan-
cial and other services
increasingly rely on digital
systems.

The two-city visit brings
together projects spanning
industrial manufacturing,
financial services and digital
security. While the Varanasi
engagements include the Air
Force aerial display and the
new garment facility, the Bhu-
baneswar programme focuses
on financial infrastructure and
cybersecurity training.

Naidu accuses Jagan of stalling

AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu on
Saturday accused YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) presi-
dent YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
of using repeated court peti-
tions to delay elections and
damage the state’s reputation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Mangalagiri, Naidu
rejected allegations that
YSRCP candidates had been
prevented from filing nomi-
nations for local body elec-
tions. He claimed police pro-
vided security and transported
candidates in official vehicles
to facilitate the process.

The chief minister also
cited a statement by a former
deputy speaker from Bapatla,
who reportedly said nomina-
tions had concluded smoothly
without obstruction. Naidu

accused the opposition leader
of repeatedly alleging a
breakdown of law and order
to seek President’s Rule and
gain political mileage.

Calling him a “prolonged
litigant operating under the
guise of politics”, Naidu crit-
icised Jagan’s repeated legal
challenges and press confer-
ences.

Jagan, however, had on Fri-
day accused the state’s elec-
toral machinery and the ruling
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) of
bias, forgery and undermining
democratic processes. He
questioned the neutrality of
the State Election Commis-
sion and alleged that bureau-
cratic actions had favoured
the ruling party.

Jagan also alleged that
YSRCP candidates were pre-
vented from filing nomina-
tions at 19 locations during

polls with court cases

urban local body elections.
According to him, the party
approached the Supreme
Court, seeking permission to
contest in the affected areas.
He further claimed that the
Election Commission later
permitted nominations in only
four locations, with two
receiving partial approval,
and accused officials of using
scrutiny procedures to dis-
qualify additional candidates

Andhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naidu
rejected YSRCP’s
allegations of nomination
obstruction, defending
election arrangements and
criticising Jagan’s
repeated court petitions.

in four municipalities.

NCERT introduces
Al module
for Classes 9 to 12
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NCEERT

NCERT

National Council Of Educational Research

NEW DELHI

The National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) has released a
20-hour introductory module
on computational thinking and
artificial intelligence (Al) for
students in Classes 9 to 12,
focusing on deepfakes, data
privacy and responsible tech-
nology use.

Aligned with the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, the activity-based
learning resource is designed
for students with no prior
knowledge of AIl. It was
developed by faculty mem-
bers from IIT Madras, IIT
Jodhpur and NCERT to help
learners understand Al sys-
tems, assess their limitations
and use them responsibly.

The module comprises five
units covering Al in everyday
life, machine learning, errors
generated by Al, data privacy
and responsible usage, and
modern Al tools. Practical
exercises, classroom discus-
sions and reflection activities
take priority over memorising
technical definitions.

Students will explore how
Al recognises patterns, learns
from examples and some-
times produces inaccurate
information. Activities
include training image classi-
fiers, examining deepfakes
and identifying Al-generated
misinformation.

The data privacy unit intro-
duces students to consent,
fairness, digital safety and
India’s Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023. It
advises learners against
entering sensitive details,
including Aadhaar and PAN
numbers, passwords, one-
time passwords and personal
documents, into Al tools.

And Training ’

Five units

Alin everyday life

Machine learning
Errors generated by Al

Data privacy and responsible
usage

6 Modern Al tools

The final unit teaches stu-
dents to develop and refine
prompts, evaluate responses
and correct errors. The mod-
ule encourages learners to
treat Al as a supporting tool
rather than a replacement for
independent thinking. Stu-
dents will maintain a “Curi-
ous Notebook” documenting
observations, reasoning and
reflections throughout the
course.

The suggested teaching
plan spans 20 classroom hours
and offers device-based activ-
ities, teacher-led demonstra-
tions and offline exercises for
schools with limited internet
access.

School leaders have wel-
comed the initiative, saying
early Al education can
strengthen critical thinking,
creativity, logical reasoning
and problem-solving. NCERT
Director Dinesh Prasad
Saklani emphasised that tech-
nology can extend human
capabilities, but judgement,
creativity and responsibility
must remain with learners.

The initiative follows the
Central Board of Secondary
Education’s April launch of
computational thinking and
Al curricula for Classes 3 to
8, supporting the gradual inte-
gration of Al education across
school levels.

Sukhu launches ‘Pangi Apple’ brand
to boost natural farming

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Saturday launched
the ‘Pangi Apple’ brand to
give naturally grown apples
from the remote tribal region
a distinct market identity and
strengthen local farmers’
livelihoods.

The state government has
declared Pangi subdivision its
first Natural Farming Sub-Di-
vision as part of efforts to
promote chemical-free agri-
culture.

Pangi has approximately
370 hectares under apple cul-
tivation, with more than 1.04
lakh apple plants. Production
of around 35,000 boxes,
equivalent to nearly 550 met-
ric tonnes, is expected during
the current season.

Sukhu noted that apples
grown in Pangi had tradition-
ally been sold outside the val-
ley in cartons labelled ‘Kullu
Apples’ or ‘Kinnaur Apples’.
This limited the visibility of
Pangi as a distinct apple-pro-

ducing region and reduced the
opportunity to establish its
own identity in wider mar-
kets.

To address the issue, cus-
tomised cartons carrying the
‘Pangi Apple’ brand have been
introduced in 20-kg and 10-kg
sizes. These cartons will be
supplied to farmers at a 50 per
cent subsidy, helping them
market their produce under the
region’s own name.

The chief minister said the
branding initiative forms part
of the government’s broader
vision to develop Pangi as the
state’s first chemical-free
subdivision through natural

APPLE

APPLE
PLANTS

BOXES DUE
THIS SEASON

FARMING
HOUSEHOLDS

farming.

Around 6,300 farming
households are expected to
benefit from measures aimed
at strengthening livelihoods
and creating better economic
opportunities.

TELANGANA DROUGHT R

Wangchuk, wife slam Ladakh’s defence
of HIAL land cancellation

LEH

Climate activist Sonam Wang-
chuk and his wife, Gitanjali
J Angmo, have criticised the
Ladakh administration’s
defence of its decision to can-
cel the land allotment granted
to the Himalayan Institute of
Alternative Learning (HIAL),
intensifying an ongoing legal
dispute over the educational
institution.

In an affidavit filed before
the High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, the
administration attributed the
cancellation to Wangchuk’s
“disregard for the law”. It
maintained that the allotment
had automatically lapsed
because HIAL failed to pay
the mandatory land premium
or execute a lease deed within
the stipulated period.

Wangchuk, however,
blamed administrative delays
for the failure to complete the
lease formalities. He shared a
letter dated February 19,
2021, stating that the execu-
tion of the lease deed

The land dlspute

@ MAY 2018

40-year allotment to HIAL at
Phyang Thang

@® MAYS5, 2019

Allotment lapsed, says the
affidavit

@ FEB19,2021

Letter: lease deed still under
process

@ AUG2025
Cancellation order, challenged
in the high court

remained under process while
authorities awaited the finali-
sation of a new lease policy.
The letter said the delay
affected several institutions,
including government estab-
lishments, and permitted
HIAL to continue construc-

tion.

The activist claimed he had
submitted five written appeals,
visited officials 15 times and
made 30 phone calls seeking
resolution.

Angmo, HIAL’s co-founder,
also criticised the administra-
tion, describing its handling
of the matter as “abysmal
governance”.

According to the adminis-
tration’s 136-page affidavit,
the 40-year allotment cover-
ing 1,076 kanals and one
marla at Phyang Thang
lapsed on May 5, 2019. The
original allotment, issued in
May 2018, required HIAL to
execute the lease deed within
one year.

The affidavit further ques-
tioned HIAL’s recognition
and course affiliations, argu-
ing that these did not meet
the objectives behind estab-
lishing an alternative univer-
sity. The dispute follows an
August 2025 cancellation
order challenged by HIAL
through a writ petition in the
high court.

Telangana announces four-month employment scheme

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy has
announced a special four-
month employment scheme to
provide daily work to labour-
ers from after the Sankranti
festival until May, amid con-
cerns over El Nifio and wors-
ening drought conditions.

Addressing Congress lead-
ers, MPs, MLAs and MLCs at
Praja Bhavan, the chief min-
ister urged farmers to focus
on rainfed crops and vegeta-
bles, warning that dry condi-
tions could persist for the next
eight to 10 months.

PRE/

Reddy said 15 lakh of the
state’s 30 lakh pump sets had
already dried up, while water

‘ Leaders should

educate farmers
about the drought through
Rythu Vedikas across the
state.”

— A Revanth Reddy, Telangana
Chief Minister

storage in irrigation projects
had fallen below 20 per cent
of capacity. Some reservoirs
had reached dead storage lev-
els, leaving available water
largely reserved for drinking
needs.

The government will sup-
plement central funds to

implement the employment
scheme. Public representa-
tives have been directed to
visit villages, while a mobile
application will help monitor
implementation. The pro-
gramme will include restoring
access paths to agricultural
fields, canals, ponds and other
small water bodies.

The chief minister also
ordered continuous monitor-
ing of drinking water supplies
and said a toll-free number
would be established to
address public grievances.
Special village centres would
provide fodder and drinking
water for cattle, while cultural

groups would raise awareness
among farmers.

“Leaders should educate
farmers about the drought
through Rythu Vedikas across
the state,” Reddy said, urging
Congress representatives to
explain the situation and pre-
vent misinformation.

A Cabinet sub-committee
headed by Deputy Chief Min-
ister Bhatti Vikramarka has
been constituted to address El
Nifio-related concerns.
K Ramakrishna Rao has been
appointed special officer to
coordinate responses and
counter misinformation.

Reddy said the government

had managed the Kharif sea-
son without an irrigation cri-
sis and pledged to protect and
procure crops. He also urged
residents to conserve electric-
ity as demand reached 20,000
megawatts amid intense heat
and water scarcity.

The chief minister called
for greater solar power gener-
ation and encouraged wom-
en’s self-help groups to par-
ticipate in the initiative. The
government said the scheme
would provide additional
employment opportunities
while helping rural communi-
ties cope with prolonged dry
conditions.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

SUNDAY » OCTOBER 25, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Toxic foam

reappears on
the Yamuna

NEW DELHI

Toxic foam was spotted
floating on the Yamuna
River near Kalindi Kunj on
Saturday morning, raising
concerns over pollution
despite the government’s
ongoing river-cleaning ini-
tiatives.

The foam was also
observed at the same
location on Friday, even as
the Delhi government
highlighted projects worth
approximately
%9,000 crore for the riv-
er’s rejuvenation and
water infrastructure.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah recently inau-
gurated and laid the
foundation stones for 43
Delhi Jal Board projects
worth 8,941 crore, focus-
ing on wastewater treat-
ment and drinking water
facilities.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said her govern-
ment remained commit-
ted to restoring the
Yamuna.

Bihar toddler
allegedly
killed by elder
brother

PATNA

An 18-month-old boy was
allegedly killed by his
20-year-old elder brother
in Jitan Chhapra village in
Bihar’s Patna district on
Saturday, police said.

The accused, Ajit Kumar
alias Bala, allegedly took
the toddler to a nearby
Durga temple around 10
am on the pretext of
feeding him. The child’s
head was later discovered
at the temple, prompting
villagers to alert police.

Police detained the
accused with local resi-
dents’ assistance. A foren-
sic team inspected the
scene, and officers recov-
ered the weapon alleg-
edly used in the crime.

Paliganj SDPO-II Pankaj
Sharma said the motive
remained unclear and
questioning was
underway.

Onedead as

fire engulfs

six shops in
Noida

NOIDA

One person died after a
fire broke out in around
six shops in Noida’s
Sector 126 on Saturday,
police said. Firefighters
brought the blaze under
control.

ADCP Abhay Kumar Misra
said the victim was found
unconscious during a
search operation and
taken to hospital, where
doctors declared him
dead. Further legal pro-
ceedings are underway.

Noida Chief Fire Officer
Pradeep Kumar said a
large number of LPG
cylinders were found
inside the premises.
Search and rescue
operations continued to

Centre praises Tamil Nadu CM’s
aviation fuel tax reduction

Tamil Nadu reduced aviation fuel taxes to ease airline operating costs, strengthen
connectivity and support more affordable air travel for passengers.

CHENNAI

The Centre has welcomed
Tamil Nadu’s decision to re-
duce value-added tax (VAT)
on aviation turbine fuel (ATF),
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
praising Chief Minister C. Jo-
seph Vijay for the move aimed
at supporting the aviation sec-
tor.

Under the revised tax struc-
ture, VAT on ATF at Chennai
airport has been reduced from
29 per cent to 16 per cent. At
all other airports across Tamil
Nadu, the rate has been low-
ered to one per cent.

Naidu said cooperation be-

tween the Centre and state
governments was essential to
making air travel more afford-
able and improving the avia-
tion sector’s growth pros-
pects.

“Appreciate the Tamil Nadu
Government’s decision to re-
duce VAT on Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF), a welcome step
for the aviation sector,” the
union minister said in a post
on X.“Thank you to Hon’ble
Chief Minister Thiru [C. Jo-
seph Vijay] for this initiative.
Making air travel more af-
fordable requires the Centre
and States to work together.
Our shared priority must al-
ways be the passengers,” he

added.

The tax reduction is expect-
ed to support airlines by lower-
ing fuel-related costs at airports
in the state. Aviation turbine fuel
is a major component of airline
operating expenses, and changes
in taxation can influence the
cost of operating flights.

VAT on jet fuel, Chennai
airport

BEFORE Now
29% 16%
Chennai 1% at other
airport Tamil Nadu
airports

The announcement follows a
similar move by the Goa gov-
ernment, which reduced VAT
on aviation turbine fuel to
seven per cent from October
24. Naidu also welcomed that
decision, highlighting its po-
tential to improve air connec-
tivity and support tourism.

‘ Appreciate the Tamil

Nadu Government’s
decision to reduce VAT on
Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF), a welcome step for
the aviation sector.”

— Ram Mohan Naidu, Union Civil
Aviation Minister

Activist ends
Ken-Betwa project
protest after
congress assurance

PANNA

Activist Amit Bhatnagar on Sat-

urday ended his 27-day protest
against the Ken-Betwa Link
Project following assurances of
support from Madhya Pradesh
Congress leader Umang Singhar.

Tribal farmers and villagers
affected by the project have
been protesting for 42 days, de-
manding fair compensation, re-
habilitation and justice over al-
leged irregularities and displace-
ment.

Singhar, Leader of Opposition
in the Madhya Pradesh Assem-
bly, assured protesters that Con-
gress would continue fighting
for their rights. He questioned
the state government’s progress
on a promised resurvey of af-
fected families and compensa-
tion payments. Singhar also
sought the release of protester
Divya Ahirwar, who has been
jailed for 28 days.

Centre extends Defence
Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh’s tenure

NEW DELHI

The Centre has extended
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh’s tenure by
one year, until October 31,
2027, allowing the senior
bureaucrat to continue
overseeing defence admin-
istration and reforms
aimed at strengthening In-
dia’s domestic defence ca-
pabilities.

The decision was an-
nounced on Saturday, a
week before Singh was
scheduled to complete his
existing two-year fixed
tenure on October 31. The
extension is considered un-
usual, as none of his prede-
cessors under the present
government received a
comparable extension.

Singh, a 1989-batch In-
dian Administrative Ser-
vice officer of the Kerala
cadre, assumed charge as
India’s 40th defence secre-
tary on November 1, 2024,
succeeding Giridhar Ara-
mane. His appointment had
previously been extended
beyond his normal retire-
ment date to allow him to
complete the fixed tenure.

The decision is seen as
reflecting his role in ad-
vancing the government’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative in defence and pro-
moting reforms within the

The extension ensures
continuity in defence
administration as India
pursues military
modernisation,
domestic
manufacturing and
reforms to strengthen
indigenous defence
capabilities.

Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO). His work has in-
cluded efforts to accelerate
decision-making and ex-
pand private-sector partic-
ipation in conventional
missile manufacturing.

Since May 31, Singh has
also held additional charge
as secretary of the Depart-
ment of Defence Research
and Development and
chairman of the DRDO. He
was assigned these respon-
sibilities after Samir V. Ka-
mat completed his tenure.
The arrangement was in-
tended to continue until a
regular appointment was
made or further orders
were issued.

The government has yet
to appoint a regular DRDO
chief, leaving Singh with
responsibility for both de-
fence administration and
the organisation’s leader-
ship.

Assam financial inclusion
drive distributes loans
to rural beneficiaries

GUWAHATI

A financial inclusion and
credit outreach programme
was organised in Assam’s
Kamrup (Metro) district on
Saturday to expand access to
institutional credit, govern-
ment-backed financial securi-
ty schemes and entrepreneur-
ship opportunities among ru-
ral households.

The programme was held at
the Malaybari Gaon Pancha-
yat Auditorium near Khetri
under the Financial Inclusion
Campaign led by the Depart-
ment of Financial Services,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
State Bank of India (SBI) and
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development (NA-
BARD).

The initiative focused on
strengthening rural financial
security, promoting women’s
economic independence and
supporting small businesses.
Loan sanction letters and
credit cheques were distribut-

The four schemes

® PMJDY: Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana

® PMJJBY: Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana

® PMSBY: Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana

B APY: Atal Pension Yojana

ed among beneficiaries and
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to
help expand micro-enterpris-
es, strengthen livelihoods and
encourage rural entrepreneur-
ship.

The campaign also aimed to
increase enrolment under four
major government-backed fi-
nancial inclusion schemes:
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yo-
jana (PMJDY), Pradhan Man-
tri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJIBY), Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMS-
BY) and Atal Pension Yojana
(APY).

The event was attended by
SBI Deputy General Manager
Amit Ranjan, SBI Chief Gen-
eral Manager Atul Rathi, RBI
Regional Director Sushmita
Phukan, Lead District Manag-
er Manoj Gogoi, NABARD
Assistant General Manager
Kirti Prabha and Malaybari
Gaon Panchayat President
Barnali Hazarika Das, among
other officials and local repre-
sentatives.

NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister J.P.
Nadda on Saturday paid trib-
ute to veteran Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party leader Kedar Nath
Sahni on his 100th birth anni-
versary, recalling his political
vision, ideological commit-
ment and contributions to
public life.

Addressing the media,
Nadda said Sahni had held
several important positions,
including governor of Sikkim
and Goa, but remained fo-
cused on his principles rather
than the pursuit of power. He
described the veteran leader
as an influential figure whose
life offered lessons in political
leadership and public service.

“He held various positions,
serving as Governor of Sik-
kim and Goa, but Sahni ji was
never attached to any posi-
tion. He remained committed
to ideology and continuously
served the party,” Nadda said.

The minister also praised
Sahni’s distinctive personality
and leadership qualities, de-

Nadda hails veteran BJP
leader Kedar Nath Sahni
on birth centenary

Kedar Nath Sahni
BORN

Rawalpindi

DELHI BJP PRESIDENT
1995-1998
GOVERNOR OF SIKKIM
2001-2002
GOVERNOR OF GOA

2002-2004

scribing him as a multifaceted
individual who stood out for
his independent thinking.

“Sahni ji was endowed with
multifaceted talents and was
their master,” Nadda said,
adding that the veteran leader
was “never a follower; he was
always a leader.”

Sahni was associated with
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and became a
prominent leader of the
Bharatiya Jan Sangh and later
the BJP in Delhi. He served as
president of the BJP’s Delhi
unit from June 30, 1995, to
1998.

He subsequently served as
governor of Sikkim from
2001 to 2002 and Goa from
2002 to 2004. Despite occu-
pying constitutional positions,
Sahni remained closely asso-
ciated with the party’s ideo-
logical activities, Nadda re-
called.

India creates 11 crore Farmer IDs ahead of deadline

NEW DELHI

India has achieved its target
of creating 11 crore Farmer
IDs, five months ahead of the
March 31, 2027 deadline,
marking a significant step in
the government’s efforts to
digitise agricultural services
and improve farmers’ access
to welfare schemes.

The Union Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Farmers’ Wel-
fare announced the milestone
on Saturday, describing it as a
major development in the
country’s digital agriculture
initiative.

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said the
unique digital identities would
reduce the need for farmers to
repeatedly visit government
offices and banks or submit
identical documents while ap-

plying for different govern-
ment schemes.

The Farmer ID functions as
an Aadhaar-like digital identi-
ty linked dynamically to state
land records. It contains infor-
mation including farmers’ de-
mographic details, land own-

ership and crops cultivated,
helping authorities maintain a
consolidated record of agri-
cultural households.

The system is intended to
simplify access to govern-
ment services and reduce ad-
ministrative hurdles for farm-

SUNDARBANS DEVELOPMENT PUSH

WHATIS A
| FARMERID? |

An Aadhaar-like digital

| identity linked to state land |
records, with a farmer’s

| demographic details, land |
ownership and crops

L cultivated.

—

ers. By linking relevant infor-
mation through a unique iden-
tity, the initiative is expected
to make verification and de-
livery of scheme benefits
more efficient.

Age-related data from the
11 crore registrations also
highlights the participation of
different generations in the
system. Around 15 per cent of
registered farmers were aged
70 or older, while approxi-
mately 7.5 per cent were be-
low 30 years.

PATNA

The Janata Dal (United) on
Saturday expelled Mokama
MLA Anant Kumar Singh
and his wife, former MLA
Neelam Devi, for six years
over alleged anti-party activ-
ities, cancelling their primary
membership with immediate
effect.

The action followed Singh’s
decision to campaign against
JD(U) nominee Neeraj Kumar
in the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil elections. Singh backed
Jan Suraaj candidate Anuj
Singh in the Patna Graduates
constituency, going against
his party’s candidate.

In an order issued by Bihar
JD(U) president Umesh Singh
Kushwaha, the party accused

JD(U) expels Anant Singh
and his wife for six years

|7 ;
Anant Singh of repeatedly de-
fying organisational instruc-
tions and using inappropriate
and insulting language against
its senior leadership.

The party has also decided
to formally recommend to Bi-
har Assembly Speaker Prem
Kumar that Anant Singh be
disqualified as a member of
the Legislative Assembly.
Any decision on disqualifica-
tion will rest with the compe-
tent authority under the appli-
cable procedures.

Adhikari announces Rs 1,200-crore Sundarbans development plan

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Saturday
announced a Rs 1,200-crore
development initiative for the
Sundarbans, accusing the pre-
vious Trinamool Congress
government of neglecting the
region and alleging that funds
allocated for development had

first phase, with another 2,649
projects planned for the sec-
ond phase. The projects cover
infrastructure, connectivity,
tourism, fisheries and agricul-
ture, with the government
aiming to improve living con-
ditions for residents across the
region.

Adhikari alleged that only
around Rs 200 crore worth of

“You know what the previ-
ous government did. The
Sundarbans was neglected,”
he said.

The chief minister said
1,169 road projects had been
planned, alongside drainage
improvements and the con-
struction of 110 culverts. Five
concrete jetties and another
facility for vehicles and cargo

Adhikari said would help re-
duce the carbon footprint of
tourism. Another Rs 17 crore
has been allocated for fisher-
ies, while 1,931 people are
undergoing training in crab
fattening.

To support agriculture, the
government plans to distrib-
ute battery-operated sprayers
to 13,877 farmers, according

check whether anyone been misused. work had been completed in  are also proposed to improve  to Adhikari.
else was trapped. The Addressing a programme  2025-26 against an allocation ~ connectivity with remote is-
cause of the fire and the following an administrative  of Rs 600 crore. He claimed  lands.
extent of the damage meeting, Adhikari said the that 80 per cent of the funds The government has ear-
have not yet been government had floated ten-  had been siphoned off under  marked Rs 100 crore for elec- Rs 1,200 cr 3!202 Rs lloo cr 13!877
established. ders for 553 projects in the  the previous administration. tric-powered boats, which development plan projects in two phases for electric boats farmers to get sprayers
L X X X ( X X X L X X X L X X X L X X X
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Suspect arrested as
fire engulfs Nazi guest

house ‘Eagle’s Nest’
BERLIN

German police have de-
tained a suspect after a
fire broke out at the “Ea-
gle’s Nest”, a historic
mountain guest house
that Nazi officials,
among them the dictator
Adolf Hitler, used as a re-
treat. About 200 fire-
fighters and emergency
workers were fighting
the blaze at the building,
known as the Kehlstein-
haus, near Berchtes-
gaden in the southern
region of Bavaria, police
said. In a statement, they
said they were investi-
gating whether the sus-
pect, who was detained
near the scene, was con-
nected to the fire.

Starlink link restored
for Ukraine at over
400km/h

KYIV

Ukraine’s Defence Minis-
ter Yevhenii Khmara said
on Saturday that
SpaceX’s satellite com-
munications service had
been restored in Ukraine,
with a stable connection
recorded on equipment
moving at more than 400
kilometres per hour.
“We're recording a speed
of over 400 km/h; the
connection is stable,” Kh-
mara told reporters. The
restoration is significant
for Ukraine, where satel-
lite communications have
become an important
part of maintaining con-
nectivity during the ongo-
ing war with Russia.
SpaceX’s Starlink system
provides internet access
in areas where conven-
tional communications
infrastructure may be
damaged, disrupted or
unavailable.

Al-found software bugs
tobring fresh

disruption, experts warn
WASHINGTON

Artificial intelligence has
uncovered a stream of
new software flaws that
are almost certain to
cause more disruption
like the outages that
spread across govern-
ment websites around
the world this week, ac-
cording to seven cyberse-
curity professionals.

Al helped double the
number of digital flaws
found year-on-year, ac-
cording to research to be
published in the coming
days by VulnCheck, a
threat intelligence firm
based in Massachusetts.
Matthew Prince, chief ex-
ecutive of the digital in-
frastructure firm Cloud-
flare, said he knew of “a
bunch of additional se-
vere vulnerabilities that
are present in other piec-
es of critical software”
and forecast busy
months ahead as Al ex-
posed long-hidden weak-
nesses in the fabric of the
internet.

Twin quakes rock

waters off Vanuatu
VANUATU

A magnitude 7.2 earth-
quake struck waters west
of Vanuatu on Saturday,
the United States Geo-
logical Survey (USGS)
said. It struck about 200
kilometres (124 miles)
west of Sola, a townin
Vanuatu’s northern Torba
Province, at a shallow
depth of 10 kilometres
(6.2 miles). A second
reading, of magnitude
6.9, was reported in the
same region about 25
seconds apart. The
USGS's initial information
gave no details of casual-
ties or damage.

Ukrame, Russia agree

- toOleshky ceasefire

People in the Russian-occupied city are facing severe shortages of
food, water and electrlc:lty W|th some reportedly survwmg on weeds.

KYIV

Ukraine and Russia said they
had agreed to a ceasefire in
Oleshky, a Russian-occupied
Ukrainian town, with the ar-

Ceasefirein
embattled town

— Ceasefire in Oleshky
scheduled to begin on
October 27.

— Agreement aims to facilitate
humanitarian aid and civilian
evacuations.

— Ukraine, Russia and US plan
technical-level talks in
November.

— Disputes over Donbas
territory continue to obstruct
peace negotiations.

— Residents in occupied
Oleshky face worsening food
shortages.

rangement brokered through
United States First Lady Me-
lania Trump.

The truce is scheduled to
take effect on October 27, al-
lowing humanitarian aid de-
liveries and the evacuation of
residents through designated

corridors.

The agreement comes as
Washington seeks to restart
negotiations aimed at ending
the war, which has continued
for four and a half years.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky said representa-
tives from Ukraine, Russia
and the United States had
agreed to hold technical-level
meetings during the first half

of November in Abu Dhabi.

A US official later said the
next round of discussions
could take place in Abu Dhabi
or Switzerland within a cou-
ple of weeks. Zelensky ex-
pressed hope that negotiations
involving the three countries
would eventually lead to a
meeting of their leaders.

Previous rounds of US-led
negotiations stalled in Febru-
ary without significant prog-
ress towards ending Europe’s
bloodiest conflict since the
Second World War. Moscow
continues to demand that
Ukraine surrender the entire
eastern Donbas region, includ-
ing areas Russian forces have
not captured. Kyiv has reject-
ed proposals to relinquish ter-
ritory it currently controls.

The latest diplomatic ef-
forts follow weeks of ten-
sions between Washington
and Kyiv. Disagreements
have included restrictions in-
volving SpaceX’s Starlink
communications system,
which Ukraine uses for mili-
tary communications and pro-
tection against incoming at-
tacks.

France readies 70,000 police
as it braces for more unrest

PARIS

France was set to deploy
70,000 police officers nation-
wide on Saturday to prevent a
repeat of the violence and
looting that shocked the coun-
try last weekend, Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez said.
Elite security teams and heav-
ily armed mobile squads were
to reinforce regular police
units as authorities prepare for
demonstrations amid growing
public anger.

Nunez said security forces
would take a firm approach
towards anyone engaging in
violence, looting or other
criminal activity. He also
warned that groups described
by authorities as ultra-left had
been encouraging activists
online to target public build-
ings and cause further disor-
der.

The protests have been fu-
elled by frustration over rising
living costs and pressure on
public services. Students,
workers and trade unions
have joined demonstrations in
recent weeks, while authori-
ties say radical militants and
groups of young looters have
exploited the unrest to create
chaos.

Tensions increased after a
shooting west of Paris left one
person dead and four others
injured, including a 12-year-
old girl. Officials suspect the
gunman may have been moti-
vated by Islamophobic hatred.

Franceis deploying
70,000 police officers
nationwide as authorities
prepare for protests amid
public anger, recent
violence and mounting
political tensions.

“We will be
uncompromising with
rioters, looters and all
those who commit acts
of violence.”

LAURENT NUNEZ France’s
Interior Minister

Local mayor Ali Rabeh de-
scribed the incident as a racist
attack and blamed far-right
rhetoric for contributing to
hostility.

Authorities have restricted
demonstrations in several cit-
ies. In Paris, police authorised
only one union rally, rejecting
requests from the main stu-
dent union, UNEF, and the
Yellow Vest movement.

Jordan hunts gunmen after
deadly church attack

HAMOUD

Jordanian authorities intensi-
fied security measures across
the country on Saturday as

Karak attack
-3l PEOPLEKILLED

m WOUNDED

they searched for gunmen
who killed eight people and
wounded 40 others in an at-
tack on a Greek Orthodox
church in Karak governorate.
Security was reinforced at
shopping malls, foreign em-
bassies and other locations,
the US embassy in Amman
said.

The attack took place
during a funeral, when assail-
ants opened fire in broad day-
light for several minutes. Jor-

danian authorities described
the incident as an act of ex-
tremist terrorism. No group
had claimed responsibility,
and officials said investiga-
tions were continuing to iden-
tify the attackers and establish
their motives.

Authorities cautioned that it
was too early to determine
whether the suspects had links
to militant organisations oper-
ating inside or outside the
country. The search continued
as security agencies worked

to prevent further violence
and protect public places.

Such attacks are uncommon
in Jordan, a close US ally that
has cooperated with Washing-
ton in efforts to counter Isla-
mist militant groups.

The shooting left families
and survivors traumatised.
Tarek Ammarin, speaking at a
hospital where the injured
were receiving treatment, de-
scribed the incident as a mas-
sacre. A relative of his was
among those wounded.

Prime Minister Jafar Has-
san condemned the violence,
attributing it to extremist ide-
ology and pledging that Jor-
dan would not allow such
beliefs to undermine social
stability. King Abdullah visit-
ed Karak within hours of the
attack and vowed that those
responsible would face severe
punishment.

Bolsonaro, Lula clash on living costs

]

SAO PAULO

Brazilian Senator Flavio Bol-
sonaro and President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva clashed
over the cost of living and
swapped personal attacks in
the final presidential debate
before Sunday’s runoff, as
both tried to win over unde-
cided voters in a close race.

Bolsonaro, the son of for-
mer President Jair Bolsonaro,
finished ahead of Lula in the
first round of voting earlier
this month, but opinion polls
this week have shown the two
candidates roughly level after
the gap between them nar-
rowed.

In the debate of more than
two hours on Globo, Brazil’s
most-watched TV channel,
Bolsonaro and Lula repeated
their campaign proposals,
concentrating on the cost of
living, welfare and security
while trading accusations of
corruption.

Lula, who won back the
presidency in 2022 and is
seeking a fourth term, defend-
ed his government’s mini-
mum wage increases above
inflation and said his admin-
istration had helped millions
of Brazilians escape hunger.

Lula said the younger Bol-
sonaro “is like students study-
ing for college entrance ex-
ams. They can memorize
things, but they can’t learn.”
He also said that “in the gated

community where Bolsonaro
lives, people don’t go hun-
gry.”

Bolsonaro replied that food
prices for Brazilians had risen
under Lula, and attacked a tax
reform passed by the current
government, saying the new
rules would raise the tax bur-
den on consumers. “Lula
doesn’t even remember the
last time he went grocery
shopping because he lives in
a luxury palace now,” he said.

Czech coalition advances media
overhaul in rushed overnight vote

PRAGUE

The Czech ruling coalition
pushed changes to public me-
dia funding through a first
parliamentary hurdle in a rare
overnight vote, despite criti-
cism that they could weaken
the broadcasters’ indepen-
dence. The populist govern-
ment of billionaire Prime
Minister Andrej Babis, which
is backed by the far-right SPD
party, has often criticised pub-
lic and private media cover-
age of its policies and accused
some outlets of bias.

The government says it is
abolishing the monthly house-
hold broadcasting fee of 205
crowns ($9.45) to ease costs
for consumers. The money
would come from the state
budget instead.

The bill was brought to the
floor outside the planned or-
der of business. Speaker To-
mio Okamura of the SPD lim-
ited the debate and set the
vote for 4:36 a.m. (0336
GMT) on Saturday.

The coalition majority then
voted to send the bill to com-
mittees for further discussion.

Hundreds of protesters gath-
ered outside parliament, some
of them staying overnight,
and local media reported that
several people had tried with-
out success to get into the
building.

Critics say the changes
would weaken the broadcast-
ers and leave them more ex-
posed to political pressure.
Czech Television is the most-
watched broadcaster in the
country across the main age
groups, and public media are
among the most trusted news
sources there, according to a
2025 survey.

“There is no war for inde-
pendent media,” Babis said
on Facebook. “There is no
fight for democracy and no
nationalisation of media is be-
ing prepared.”

SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un arrived in China on
Saturday, crossing the newly
opened New Yalu River
Bridge into the border city of
Dandong, according to South
Korean government officials.
The visit highlights strength-
ening economic and diplo-
matic ties between Pyong-
yang and Beijing after years
of strained relations and dis-
ruptions caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A South Korean official said

Kim entered China through
the three-kilometre bridge
connecting the two countries.

Another official familiar with
the visit said Chinese Premier
Li Qiang met Kim in Dan-

Kim crosses new bridge into China as border ties warm

Iran has plans to hit Gulf undersea
cables if war resumes, officials say

DUBAI

Iran has drawn up detailed
plans to strike undersea com-
munications cables in the
Gulf if the United States and
Israel attack it again, two se-
nior Iranian security officials
said.

Their remarks followed
warnings from Iranian offi-
cials that the region’s under-
sea cables could become tar-
gets in any new conflict if
diplomacy with Washington
breaks down. The two offi-
cials, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, gave few
details and did not say how
or where exactly Tehran
would carry out such attacks.
But one of them said Iran
would try to prevent repairs

- T T 7
THROUGH
THE STRAIT
| Undersea cables carry about
999% of the world’s internet
| traffic (ITU), but less than |
1% of international
| bandwidth passes through |

the Strait of Hormuz
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after any attack, to prolong
the disruption to communi-
cations, including internet
connections.

“If Iran is attacked, there
will be no more red lines ...
from undersea cables to mil-
itary bases, including covert
ones,” one of the officials
said.

Yadollah Javani, deputy
head of political affairs of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
(IRGC), said on Wednesday
that Iran could target seven
major internet cables under
the Strait of Hormuz if Irani-
an infrastructure came under
attack.

Undersea cables carry
about 99% of the world’s in-
ternet traffic, according to
the International Telecom-
munication Union, a UN
agency. But the global effect
of such attacks by Iran could
be limited, as less than 1% of
international bandwidth
passes through the Strait of
Hormugz, said Alan Mauldin,
research director at the tele-
communications research
firm TeleGeography.

dong. Both officials spoke
anonymously because they
were not authorised to discuss
the matter publicly.

Kim’s visit comes a day be-
fore the anniversary of Chi-
na’s entry into the 1950-1953
Korean War, during which
Chinese forces fought along-
side North Korea. South Ko-
rean officials indicated that
Kim was expected to return
home after Saturday’s visit
and was unlikely to travel to
Beijing ahead of high-level
meetings of China’s Commu-
nist Party beginning Monday.

The New Yalu River Bridge
officially opened this month
after a prolonged delay. It is
expected to improve the
movement of heavy equip-
ment, raw materials and ener-
gy supplies, providing a sig-
nificant boost to North Ko-
rea’s trade and development
needs.

Kim’s latest visit follows
two summits between the
countries’ leaders over the
past 13 months. Kim last vis-
ited China in September 2025
for the 80th Victory Day cel-
ebrations in Beijing, where he

Kim and China

® SEPT2025
Kim at Beijing’s Victory Day
celebrations, meets Xi
@ JUNE
| Xi visits North Korea
@® THIS MONTH

| New Yalu River Bridge opens
o

SATURDAY

Kim crosses it into Dandong;
meets Premier Li Qiang

met Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping. Xi subsequently visited
North Korea in June.
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Allu Arjun’s Post Rekindles
Mega vs Allu Fan War

Allu Arjun’s praise for Rajinikanth’s reported box-office achievement
has sparked fresh arguments between Mega and Allu fans online

ifferences between
Dfans of Megastar Chi-

ranjeevi and Icon Star
Allu Arjun have once again
become a talking point in
Tollywood. A social media
post praising superstar Ra-
jinikanth has reportedly trig-
gered fresh debate between
the two groups.

Praise for Rajinikanth
Sparks Debate

Allu Arjun reportedly con-
gratulated Rajinikanth on the
success of Jailer 2 and praised
his ability to achieve the
%¥500-crore box-office mile-
stone with ease. His remarks,
suggesting that only Ra-
jinikanth could achieve such
a feat, have drawn mixed re-
actions from fans.

Allu Arjun’s supporters say
his comments were simply an
expression of respect for Ra-
jinikanth’s popularity, screen
presence and long career.
They argue that praising one
actor does not mean disre-
specting another.

However, some Mega fans
have objected to the wording.
They believe the statement
indirectly compares Ra-
jinikanth’s success with Chi-
ranjeevi’s achievements and
have criticised Allu Arjun on
social media. His supporters
have rejected this interpreta-
tion, saying there was no in-

tention to insult Chiranjeevi.

Rivalry Continues on So-
cial Media

The differences be-
tween Mega and Allu
fans became more vis-
ible after Allu Arjun
visited Nandyal during
the 2024 Andhra
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. Since then, sup-
porters of both sides
have frequently ex-
changed criticism
and arguments
online.

The latest
discussion
about Jailer 2
has added
another
chapter to
the ongo-
ing rivalry.
Posts,
comments
and coun-
terargu-
ments
continue
to circu-
late on
social me-
dia plat-
form X.

film industry. However, fan
rivalries can turn such re-
marks into larger controver-

sies. Whether the latest
debate will settle
down or increase
tensions between
the two groups re-
mains to be seen.

oy

Prabhas

Battles

British Rule
in Fauzi

Prabhas celebrates his 47th
birthday with the release of
Fauzi’s teaser, presenting him as

a fearless rebel soldier fighting
British rule.

he makers of Prabhas-starrer
TFauZi released the film’s teaser

on Friday to celebrate the actor’s
47th birthday, giving fans a glimpse of
his powerful role as a rebel soldier
fighting British rule in India.

The teaser opens in Berlin with a his-
torical conversation between Adolf Hit-
ler and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
about British oppression in India. It
then introduces Prabhas as a brave war-
rior ready to challenge the British Em-
- pire. The teaser’s intense scenes have
raised expectations among fans eager
to see the actor in this historical drama.

Prabhas also shared the teaser on his
Instagram account, adding to the ex-
citement surrounding the project.

Directed by Hanu Raghavapudi,
Fauzi is produced by Mythri Movie
Makers and presented by T-Series
Films. Naveen Yerneni, Y. Ravi Shan-
kar and Bhushan Kumar are producing
the film. It is scheduled to release in
theatres on March 19, 2027.

Meanwhile, the team behind Kalki
2898 AD surprised fans with a special
birthday video offering a glimpse of the
upcoming sequel. The video shows Pra-
bhas returning to the sets in his charac-
ter Bhairava, while director Nag Ash-
win guides him through a scene.

The behind-the-scenes footage gives
fans a look at the making of Kalki 2898
AD 2 and hints at the next chapter of
the science-fiction franchise.

ARERD

With updates from both films arriv-

Appreciat-
ing another

actor’s suc-
cess is com-
mon in the

Shazam!
Star Michael
Gray Dies at

Age 75

ichael Gray, the actor

best known for playing
Billy Batson in the 1970s su-
perhero television series Sha-
zam!, has died at the age of
75. He died of natural causes
in Palm Desert on Friday.

Gray became popular
through Shazam!, which ran
for three seasons from 1974
to 1976. His performance
made him a familiar face
among young viewers and
earned him attention in sever-
al teen magazines.

Born in Chicago on Sep-
tember 2, 1951, Gray grew up
in Miami Beach, Florida. He
later moved to Los Angeles to
study acting at the Pasadena
Playhouse. He made his tele-
vision debut in 1972 in
NBC'’s The Little People.

Throughout his career,
Gray appeared in several tele-
vision shows, including The
Brady Bunch, Dynasty, Mar-
cus Welby, M.D., Room 222
and The Flying Nun.

After Shazam! ended in
1976, Gray stepped away
from acting because he felt
he was being typecast. He
later worked in chil-
dren’s theatre educa-
tion and men’s fash-
ion. He also ran a
floral business with
his wife, Stacy.

Interest in his work
returned in 2012 when
Shazam! was remas-
tered for DVD. Gray
began attending fan con-
ventions and returned to
acting, appearing in Ar-
cher and Comic Book
Men. In 2023, he made
a brief appearance in
Shazam! Fury of the
Gods, sharing a scene
with Zachary Levi.

His co-star John
Davey remembered
him as a kind, cheerful
man who loved acting
and meeting fans.

Teaser

ing on his birthday, Prabhas has given
fans fresh reasons to look forward to
his upcoming projects.

Ramayana Stars to Feature on KBC Diwali Special

he lead actors of Nitesh Ti-

wari’s upcoming epic Ramaya-
na will appear on Amitabh Bach-
chan’s popular quiz show Kaun
Banega Crorepati (KBC) 18 for a
special Diwali episode, adding ex-
citement ahead of the film’s re-
lease.

Ranbir Kapoor, who plays Lord
Rama, Sai Pallavi, who portrays
Sita, and Ravie Dubey, who plays
Lakshman, will join Amitabh
Bachchan on the show. A promo-
tional video released by Sony LIV
offers a glimpse of the actors inter-
acting with the veteran star and

taking part in the quiz.

Sony LIV announced that the
special episodes will air on Octo-
ber 29 and 30 at 9 pm on Sony En-
tertainment Television and Sony
LIV.

The television appearance is part
of the film’s promotional cam-
paign. Ramayana has attracted at-
tention through its posters, songs
and trailers. The film is scheduled
for a worldwide release on Novem-
ber 5, coinciding with Diwali.

Directed by Nitesh Tiwari, the
mythological epic is planned as a
two-part film. It is produced by

Namit Malhotra’s Prime Focus
Studios in association with DNEG
and Yash’s Monster Mind Cre-
ations. Shridhar Raghavan has
adapted the screenplay from Val-
miki’s epic.

Oscar-winning composers Hans
Zimmer and A. R. Rahman are
working together on the film’s mu-
sic.

The cast also includes Yash as
Ravana, along with Arun Govil,
Lara Dutta, Rakul Preet Singh,
Vivek Oberoi, Kunal Kapoor, Kajal
Aggarwal, Saurabh Sachdeva and
Faisal Malik.

The second part of Ramayana is
scheduled for release during Diwa-
li 2027. The KBC special is ex-

x i

pected to bring the film’s leading
actors closer to audiences before
its theatrical debut.

Miya George’s Mammootty Photo Wins Praise From Fans

alayalam superstar Mam-
mootty has once again
caught fans’ attention with his
youthful appearance after actress
Miya George shared a photo-
graph with him from a dubbing
studio. The picture, captured by
actor and filmmaker Ramesh
Pisharody, quickly attracted
comments on social media.
Miya shared the photograph

on her social media account
and expressed her happiness at
meeting the veteran actor. In
her caption, she called him a
legend and referred to him af-
fectionately as Mammookka.
She also shared a popular say-
ing about the actor: You can look
at an elephant and Mammootty
for as long as you want. Describ-
ing the line as absolutely true,

Miya highlighted the lasting
charm of the Malayalam film star.
The photograph soon be-
came a talking point among
fans, with many praising Mam-
mootty’s fitness, style and
youthful looks. Several users
expressed surprise at how well
the actor continues to maintain
his appearance despite his long
career in the film industry.

VIJAY SETHUPATHI BEGINS DUBBING

FOR POCKET NOVEL

Actor Vijay Sethupathi has be-
gun dubbing for director
Thiagarajan Kumararaja’s upcoming
film Pocket Novel, shortly after the
team completed shooting. Actress
Malavika Mohanan, who plays the
female lead, has described the film as
a beautiful and memorable experi-
ence.
Vijay Sethupathi shared the up-
date on his X account, writing,
Stepping into Thiagarajan Ku-
mararaja’s world, one more
time. Dubbing begins for
PocketNovel.
The film’s shooting was
completed about two weeks
ago. The makers announced
the wrap-up by releasing a
video featuring behind-
the-scenes clips from dif-
; ferent days on the
' sets.
‘) Earlier this
g “%,Z month, Malavika
AN Mohanan shared
e an emotional
\ note on Insta-
gram, thank-
ing the cast
and crew
for their
support

throughout the project. She said work-
ing on the film had taught her that the
people involved in making a film
were as important as the film itself.

The actress recalled spending
months with the team, sharing meals,
conversations, difficult days and hap-
py moments.

She said the experience had made
the team feel like a second family.

Malavika also praised Vijay Seth-
upathi for being a caring and support-
ive co-star. She said he created a com-
fortable environment that allowed her
to perform freely and improve her
work.

The actress noted that although she
and Vijay Sethupathi had been part of
Petta and Master, they had not shared
screen space in those films. She de-
scribed Pocket Novel as a long-await-
ed opportunity.

She also praised director Thiagara-
jan Kumararaja for his unique way of
looking at people and the world, call-
ing the experience of working with
him unforgettable.

Malavika thanked the team for its
care and friendship, adding that Pock-
et Novel had become much more than
just a film.

The project is expected to reach cin-
emas soon.

Radhika Apte Explains
Challenges Facing
Women-Led Films

Actor Radhika Apte has
spoken about the chal-
lenges women face in leading
Hindi films, saying uncertain-
ty over box-office success
often pushes actresses to-
wards projects led by male
stars.

While promoting her up-
coming series Akka, Apte told
PTI that theatrical releases
have become difficult to pre-
dict. She said actresses such
as Alia Bhatt and Deepika
Padukone have greater chanc-
es of attracting audiences to
cinemas through their star
power.

I’m not an Alia Bhatt or
Deepika Padukone where you
can, at least, hope that they’ll
be opening, Apte said, ex-
plaining the difficulties faced
by actors who do not have the
same box-office pull.

She added that a film led by
her might struggle at the box
office, even if it received
strong reviews. According to
her, this uncertainty means
she often has to consider

films in which male actors
play the main roles.

Apte clarified that she does
not choose projects based on
whether they will be released
in theatres or on streaming
platforms. She said business
decisions determine a film’s
release plan and that she pre-
fers to focus on the project
itself.

Several of her recent films,
including Lust Stories 3, Saa-
li Mohabbat, Mrs Undercover
and Monica, O My Darling,
premiered directly on stream-
ing platforms.

The actor is now preparing
for the release of Akka, a
gangster drama set in the
1980s. The series also stars
Keerthy Suresh in a leading
role and is scheduled to pre-
miere on Netflix on October
30.

Apte’s comments have re-
newed discussion about the
difficulties women-led films
face in securing theatrical au-
diences and financial backing
in Hindi cinema.

Avengers:
Doomsday Teaser
Reveals Steve
Rogers and Thor

arvel Studios has re-

leased a special teaser
for Avengers: Doomsday
during the MLB World Se-
ries, giving fans a fresh look
at Chris Evans as Steve Rog-
ers, Thor and Pedro Pascal as
Mister Fantastic.

The preview has created
excitement among fans wait-
ing for the next instalment in
the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse (MCU). It offers
glimpses of the returning su-
perhero characters and builds
anticipation for the upcoming
film.

One of the highlights fea-
tures Pascal’s Mister Fantas-
tic making a ceremonial first
pitch, bringing together the
worlds of baseball and super-
heroes. The teaser also shows
glimpses of Evans as Steve
Rogers and Thor, raising
questions about the roles
these familiar characters will
play in the new story.

Marvel Studios shared the
preview on social media with
the message, Worlds collide.
The announcement also fea-
tured Major League Baseball
stars Bryce Harper, Freddie
Freeman, Jacob Misiorowski,
Junior Caminero and Randy
Arozarena.

The special promotion
brought together sports and
entertainment, using the pop-
ularity of the World Series to
draw attention to the upcom-
ing superhero film.

Avengers: Doomsday is
scheduled to arrive in the-
atres worldwide on Decem-
ber 18.
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Liquidity tightens
towards zero ahead

of festivals

NEW DELHI
System liquidity has tight-
ened sharply towards a
zero position, driven by
elevated Government of
India (Gol) balances, RBI
foreign exchange opera-
tions and rising cash
demand ahead of the
festive season, a report by
Axis Bank’s Economic
Research team showed
on Saturday. Overnight
rates are up and liquidity
management has turned
back to the Variable Rate
Repo (VRR), the report
said. These drains trans-
late directly to deposits,
meaning that the wedge
between deposit and
credit growth is likely to
reopen ahead.

Gold, silver fall
sharply for the week

as cruderises

NEW DELHI
Gold prices dipped 3.28
per cent on a weekly
basis, while silver prices
declined 7.83 per cent this
week, as rising crude oil
prices heightened infla-
tion fears. Therising infla-
tion concerns reinforced
expectations that global
interest rates will stay
higher for longer, prompt-
ing a wave of selling
across precious-metals
markets. MCX gold
futures expiring
December declined 0.81
per cent while MCX silver
futures for December
shed 1.75 per cent. Gold
futures stood at
Rs 1,42,150, while silver
futures stood at
Rs 1,96,100 per kg. Gold
saw its steepest weekly
decline since June and
slipped below the psy-
chologically important
$4,000 per ounce level
for the first time since
mid-July, analysts said.

LY ada
Awareness drive
on labour codes,

social protection

NEW DELHI
The government is set to
organise an eventin
Lucknow as part of the
nationwide “Shram
Samvad” initiative, focus-
ing on district-level
capacity building and
awareness on recently
announced labour
reforms, it was
announced on Saturday.
The Labour Ministry, in
collaboration with the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, will hold a two-day
state-level capaci-
ty-building and aware-
ness programme on
Labour Codes, Labour
Welfare and Social
Protection on
October 26-27.

Anil Rajbhar, State
Minister for Labour and
Employment, will address
one of the key sessions in
the second half of the
day, with the following
sessions bringing in
insights from the
Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) and Employees’
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).
“Day 2 will focus on
‘Implementation of
Labour Codes & Way
Forward’, beginning with
technical sessions chaired
by senior officials from
the Ministry,” said the
statement.

The ‘Shram Samvad’
campaign, launched
nationwide on
September 28,2026, is a
90-day outreach initiative
through which the
Ministry is undertaking
district-level engagement
across 316 districts in all
36 states and Union
Territories, with a special
focus on industrial
clusters.

RBI Governor outlines Tata
Sons listing rules

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra outlined rules that could
require Tata Sons to list publicly, following the central bank’s
rejection of its request to surrender its registration.

NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank of India Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra on Octo-
ber 23 outlined the regulatory
requirements that could make
a stock market listing compul-
sory for Tata Sons, while de-
clining to comment directly
on the ongoing dispute within
the Tata Group over the po-
tential listing.

Speaking in New Delhi,
Malhotra said the central bank
generally does not comment
on individual entities under its
regulatory supervision. How-
ever, he clarified that core in-
vestment companies (CICs),
including holding companies
that fall within the relevant
regulatory framework, are re-
quired to register with the
RBI.

Responding to a question
on whether a company could
restructure its operations to
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avoid the listing requirement,
Malhotra explained that regu-
latory obligations depend on
the entity’s classification and
access to funds.

He said an entity meeting
the RBI’s definition of a
non-banking financial com-
pany (NBFC) and a core in-
vestment company must reg-
ister if it has direct or indirect
access to funds. He added
that entities classified in the
upper layer are subject to ad-

<

ditional regulatory require-
ments, including mandatory
listing.

The remarks come around
six weeks after the RBI re-
jected Tata Sons’ request to
surrender its CIC registration.
Instead, the regulator directed
the company towards compli-
ance with the framework ap-
plicable to upper-layer
NBFCs, under which a stock
market listing is required
within three years of classifi-

Malhotra’s
statement amid
Tata Sons row

— RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra declined to
comment directly on the
Tata Sons dispute.

— Core investment companies
meeting regulatory criteria
must register with the RBI.

— Upper-layer NBFCs face a
mandatory listing
requirement within three
years of classification.

— Tata Sons’ board has taken
steps towards a possible
listing.

— The company continues to
consider alternatives amid
differences within the group.

cation. The decision has in-
tensified attention on Tata
Sons’ future corporate struc-
ture and its options for meet-
ing regulatory requirements.

Strengthen cybersecurity:
NSE chief to brokers

i —m ™

MUMBAI

National Stock Exchange
Managing Director and CEO
Ashish Kumar Chauhan on
Saturday urged stockbrokers
to strengthen their cybersecu-
rity systems, warning that ar-
tificial intelligence-driven at-
tacks could threaten the integ-
rity of India’s broader finan-
cial market network.

Speaking at the ANMI In-
ternational Capital Market
Convention 2026, Chauhan
said the exchange was re-
viewing every component of
its network to identify vul-
nerabilities amid the growing
threat of Al-enabled cyberat-
tacks.

He stressed that cybersecu-
rity must become a core re-
sponsibility for every market
participant, rather than being
treated as a secondary techni-
cal function. Weaknesses in
an individual broker’s sys-
tems, he cautioned, could cre-
ate risks for the wider trading
ecosystem.

The NSE chief also called
on the Association of National
Exchanges Members of India
(ANMI) to establish a dedi-
cated task force to identify
emerging threats, coordinate

‘ Every member has to
now take that out as

amain function to ensure
that integrity of our
trading framework across
India, across all members
is maintained.”

— Ashish Kumar Chauhan, MD

and CEO, National Stock
Exchange

responses and help brokers
strengthen their defences.

He said the exchange was
prepared to assist market par-
ticipants through workshops
and other support mecha-
nisms, while also working
with regulators to improve
cybersecurity preparedness.
Brokers without adequate in-
house technical expertise, he
advised, should develop their
capabilities or seek help from
external specialists.

Goyal hails potential of India-EU FTA

BERLIN

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Satur-
day highlighted the potential
of the proposed India-Europe-
an Union Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) to expand market
access, strengthen supply
chains and create new oppor-
tunities for trade and invest-
ment. The agreement is ex-
pected to be signed by the
end of this year, according to
Goyal.

During his visit to Berlin,
Goyal interacted with an ac-
companying Indian business
delegation and discussed the
growing momentum in In-
dia-Germany economic rela-
tions. He urged Indian busi-
nesses, particularly micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), to explore oppor-
tunities for long-term partner-
ships with German companies
across several sectors.

These sectors include tex-
tiles, pharmaceuticals, engi-
neering, renewable energy
and emerging technologies.

Cy

FROM THE BERLIN
VISIT

Signing: India-EU FTA is
expected to be signed by the
end of this year.

MSMEs: Goyal encouraged
them to explore partnerships
with German businesses.

Focus: artificial intelligence,
advanced materials and
industrial innovation.

Strengths: German precision
technology with India’s skilled
talent, for affordable solutions.

Standards: quality, compliance
and reliability, essential for
international business
partnerships.

Goyal stressed that Indian

businesses should maintain
high standards of quality, reg-
ulatory compliance and reli-
ability to strengthen the coun-
try’s reputation as a depend-
able international business
partner.

“Called upon the delegation
to uphold the highest stan-
dards of quality, compliance,
and reliability, reinforcing In-
dia’s standing as a nation that
delivers on its commitments
and a partner the world can
trust,” Goyal said in a post on

Discussions covered ad-
vanced materials, artificial
intelligence and stronger con-
nections between research
institutions, startups and in-
dustry. During engagements
with heads of selected Fraun-
hofer Institutes working on
emerging industrial technolo-
gies, Goyal highlighted the
potential to combine Germa-
ny’s precision engineering
capabilities with India’s
skilled workforce to develop
affordable and innovative
solutions.

FII selling ease

MUMBAI

Foreign institutional investors
(F1Is) remained net sellers for
the 10th straight week, though
the quantum moderated to
Rs 2,697 crore from Rs 8,991
crore, as benchmark indices
fell amid rising Brent crude
and global uncertainty. Do-
mestic institutional investors
(DIIs) stayed net buyers for
the 10th consecutive week,
stepping up purchases to
Rs 10,942 crore and absorb-
ing bulk of the foreign selling.
FIIs have sold a net Rs 51,466
crore month-to-date, against
DII net buying of Rs 59,110
crore.

Analysts said that the steady
moderation in FII selling of-
fers some comfort in the near
term, though elevated crude
and sharp broader-market
weakness keep the downside
risk alive.

The Nifty started the week
on a negative note and ex-
tended losses through the
truncated trading week, fall-
ing in all four sessions to

[

touch an intra-week low of
22,372, before closing the
week 2.4 per cent lower at
22,600.

Bank Nifty declined 2.8
per cent during the week,
while broader markets under-
performed, with the Nifty
Midcap 100 and Nifty Small-
cap 100 down 5.6 per cent
and 7.3 per cent respectively
amid broad-based selling
pressure.

Market participants will
closely watch the US Federal
Reserve’s FOMC policy de-
cision and the Bank of Ja-
pan’s rate decision in the
coming week. On the macro-
economic front, US GDP data

s, continues for 10th week

How far the indices fell
This week, per cent

71.3%

Figures from the report

will be a key focus, while
movements in Brent crude
prices, developments in the
US-Iran and Russia-Ukraine
conflicts, and ongoing quar-
terly earnings will remain key
drivers of investor sentiment,
said analysts.

A recent report from bro-
kerage Bernstein said Nifty
50 is likely to touch 25,000 by
December 2026, down from
its previous target of 26,000,
adding that reduction in long-
term capital gains (LTCG)
alone cannot trigger sustained
foreign institutional investor
(FII) inflows.

Investor deposits at Seoul brokerages
plunge on stock market volatility

SEOUL

South Korean stock inves-
tors’ deposits at securities
firms have plunged, accord-
ing to industry data on Satur-
day, amid prolonged volatili-
ty in the stock market. The
amount of investor deposits
came to 88.6 trillion won
($66.8 billion) as of Thurs-
day, marking the lowest
amount since January 13,
when they stood at 88.04 tril-
lion won, according to the
data from the Korea Financial
Investment Association.

The Korea Composite Stock
Price Index (KOSPI), the na-
tion’s benchmark, hit the
9,000-point milestone in June
but has seen sharp swings and
high volatility since July.
South Korean shares closed
slightly higher after plunging
more than 3 per cent in the
previous session, as investors
hunted for bargains in major

chip stocks amid persistent
concerns over investments in
the artificial intelligence (Al)
value chain.

After choppy trading, the
KOSPI rose 16.53 points, or
0.3 per cent, to end at
5,550.30. The index opened
2.36 per cent lower, but indi-
vidual investors, who were
net sellers early in the ses-
sion, turned to net buying.

Trade volume was light at
236 million shares worth 16.5
trillion won ($12.4 billion),
with decliners far outnumber-
ing advancers 716 to 173.

Foreigners offloaded a net
98.3 billion won, while insti-
tutions and individuals bought
a net 86.8 billion won and 4.5
billion won, respectively.
Overnight, U.S. stocks closed
mixed, with losses in major
technology shares weighing
on the broader market.

The Dow Jones Industrial
Average rose 0.02 per cent,

5,219.09 1,174,85
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trillion won ($66.8 billion)
ininvestor deposits at
securities firms on

Thursday, the lowest since
January 13

while the S&P 500 fell 1.21
per cent and the tech-heavy
Nasdaq Composite shed 2.6
per cent. Micron Technology
plunged 6.26 per cent, while
Nvidia and Intel tumbled 4.4
per cent and 8.04 per cent,
respectively. In Seoul, most
large-cap shares traded
mixed.

Railways stren

NEW DELHI

Government Railway Police
(GRP) chiefs on Saturday dis-
cussed measures to manage
crowds and strengthen pas-
senger safety during Diwali,
Chhath and other festivals, as
railway authorities prepare for
increased passenger move-
ment across the country.

The discussions took place
at the 8th All India Confer-
ence of GRP Chiefs, convened
by the Railway Protection
Force (RPF). The conference
focused on emerging security

challenges, sharing operation-
al best practices and improv-
ing coordination among the
RPF, GRP and state police
forces.

The meeting was presided
over by RPF Director General
Sonali Mishra and attended
by Railway Board Chairman
and CEO Satish Kumar, board
members and GRP chiefs
from various states and Union
Territories.

Northern Railway’s Delhi
Division outlined its coordi-
nated arrangements with Del-
hi Police, GRP and Delhi

_FESTIVE RUSH _

Govt opens

NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Sci-
ence and Technology, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh, on Saturday
inaugurated a first-of-its-kind
‘Air Pollution Analysis’ facil-
ity for the Delhi-NCR region.
Known as the ‘Integrated At-
mospheric Chemistry and
Aerosol Toxicity Analysis
Laboratory’” (AATAL), it is
also equipped to identify
sources of air pollution in real
time.

The inauguration took
place at IITM’s Delhi Branch
in the presence of Dr T. Srini-
vasa Kumar, Secretary, Min-
istry of Earth Sciences; Dr A.
Suryachandra Rao, Director,
IITM; and IMD Director
General Dr Mahapatra.

AATAL will help scientists
distinguish between different
sources of air pollution, in-
cluding vehicular emissions,
industrial activity, biomass
and crop-residue burning, con-
struction and road dust, and

Pollution sources
Vehicular emissions

@ Industrial activity

Biomass and crop-residue
burning

@ Construction and road dust

® Pollutants transported from
surrounding regions

pollutants transported from
surrounding regions.

By estimating the relative
contribution of these sources,
the facility will help authori-
ties understand which activi-
ties are driving poor air qual-
ity at a particular time and
where interventions may be
most effective.

The laboratory is equipped
with advanced instruments for
analysing the chemical com-
position of atmospheric gases
and aerosols, including fine

‘air pollution analysis’ lab

particulate matter (PM2.5),
metals, toxic elements, and
other components.

The facility has been set up
under ‘Mission Mausam’, an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to strengthen
scientific understanding of
atmospheric pollution and
provide actionable evidence
for air-quality management in
Delhi-NCR.

Dr Singh said Delhi-NCR
had been chosen in view of
the serious public concern
over air pollution. He said the
facility would take air-quality
assessment beyond simply
reporting pollution levels to
identifying the composition
of pollutants, their sources,
their relative contributions
and their potential health im-
plications, while providing
real-time information and ad-
vance forecasts to support
timely action.

He said India had made sub-
stantial progress over the past
10-12 years in air-quality fore-
casting and analysis.

hen security ahead of festivals

Metro authorities. The mea-
sures include CCTV surveil-
lance, public announcements,
barricading, designated pas-
senger holding areas and ded-
icated control rooms to man-
age crowds and prevent dis-

order during peak travel
periods.

“Emphasis was laid on ad-
vance planning, efficient pas-
senger-flow management and
coordinated deployment of
security personnel to ensure

Pink Patrol

South Central Railway’s
women-led initiative,
“Eyes in the Sky, SHAKTI
on the Ground”, combines
drone-assisted surveil-
lance with rapid-response
teams.

safe and orderly passenger
movement during peak peri-
ods,” the Railways Ministry
said.

A key development dis-
cussed at the conference was
the integration of GRP per-

sonnel into the RailMadad
platform by the Centre for
Railway Information Sys-
tems. The initiative is intend-
ed to improve passenger
grievance redressal, informa-
tion sharing and complaint
monitoring.

The conference also ad-
dressed stone-pelting inci-
dents targeting trains. Partic-
ipants emphasised hotspot-
based patrolling, enhanced
surveillance, strict action
against offenders, youth out-
reach and closer coordination
between the RPF and GRP.
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India Wins Record 114 Medals,
leshes 4TH at Asian Para Games

- ASIAN PARA GAMES 2026:

NAGOYA

ndia concluded the Aic-
Ihi—Nagoya 2026 Asian

Para Games with a record
114 medals, securing fourth
place in the overall standings
as the continental competition
ended in Japan on Saturday.

The Indian contingent col-
lected 30 gold, 35 silver and
49 bronze medals, surpassing
its previous best of 108 med-
als achieved at the 2022
Hangzhou Games. Double
gold medallists Nishad Ku-
mar and Mona Agarwal car-
ried the national flag during
the closing ceremony at
Mizuho Park Athletics Stadi-
um.

China topped the medal
table with 435 medals, in-
cluding 207 gold, while
host nation Japan finished
second with 186 medals.
Uzbekistan secured third
place with 145 medals, in-
cluding 45 gold.

India’s performance was
notable despite sending 168
para-athletes, compared with
309 at the previous edition in
Hangzhou. The fifth edition
brought together around 4,000
athletes and staff from 45

Asian Para Games
g ‘Nagoy==926
.- J' ‘ F

5th Asian Para Games
Aichi-Nagoya 2024

‘ - A";

countries and regions, com-
peting across 18 sports.

President Droupadi Murmu
congratulated the Indian con-
tingent on its historic achieve-
ment. She praised the athletes’
hard work, perseverance and
self-belief, adding that their
success would inspire young
people to dream big, work
with dedication and remain
positive when facing chal-
lenges.

Para athletics emerged as
India’s leading medal-win-
ning discipline, contributing
65 medals, including 22 gold,
19 silver and 24 bronze. Para
badminton followed with 16
medals, comprising three
gold, five silver and eight

bronze.

The contingent also secured
11 medals in para swimming,
seven in para table tennis, six
in para-archery and five in
para shooting. India added
two medals each in para judo
and para powerlifting, demon-
strating strength across sever-
al disciplines.

Japan’s Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi also praised
the athletes’ determination,
teamwork and sportsmanship,
describing their performances
as a reminder of the “pro-
found beauty” of para sports.

Asian Paralympic Commit-
tee president Majid Rashed
declared the Games closed,
highlighting the growing in-

| medals — - gold medals — medals —
India’s best-ever India finished Para athletics led
Asian Para Game fourth overall. India’s medal
tally. charge.

| athletes— 5
India competed with "
! asmaller contingent &

than in2022.

fluence of para sports across
Asia and their contribution to
a more inclusive society.

The Asian Para Games be-
gan in Guangzhou in 2010.

medals — .
Para badminlon was ==

DIA'S RECORD HAUL
114\ 30

yﬁfl

Doha, Qatar, will host
the next edition.

medal contnbutor ;

Doha, Qatar, will host the
next edition in 2030, follow-
ing India’s landmark cam-
paign that established a new
national medal record.

Punjab FC target first
away win against
Churchill brothers

PANAIJI

Unbeaten Punjab FC will aim
to secure their first away vic-
tory of the 2026-27 Indian
Super League (ISL) season
when they face Churchill
Brothers SC at the Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in
Fatorda, Goa, on Sunday.

Kick-off is scheduled for 5
pm IST. Punjab FC sit fourth
in the standings with four
points from two matches,
while Churchill Brothers oc-
cupy seventh place with three
points.

Punjab have demonstrated
resilience in both their open-
ing fixtures. Veteran forward
Raphaél Messi Bouli scored
in the first minute and struck
again in the 96th minute to
secure a 2-1 victory over Odi-
sha FC. Against Mumbai City
FC, Punjab recovered from a
second-half penalty to earn a
1-1 draw through substitute
Gurkirat Singh’s 90th-minute
header.

Head coach Pavlos Der-
mitzakis praised his players’
determination and tactical dis-
cipline. “Scoring in the dying
minutes shows that we are a
team with strength and power.
It shows our character and
mentality, and it proves that
we are a team that simply re-
fuses to lose,” he said.

Punjab have also impressed
defensively, conceding no
goals from open play this sea-
son. Their two goals conced-
ed came from a corner and a
penalty. Young players, in-

cluding Vishal Yadav, Mu-
hammad Suhail, Bishu Shar-
ma and Arshvir Singh, have
contributed alongside experi-
enced campaigners.

Churchill Brothers began
their ISL campaign with a 2-1
win over Mumbai City FC,
with Gaurav Bora and Sebas-
tian Gutierrez scoring. How-
ever, they suffered a 4-0 de-
feat against defending cham-
pions East Bengal and will
seek a response on home
ground.

Sunday’s contest will be
the clubs’ first meeting in
the ISL, although they have
previously faced each other
in the I-League. Churchill
Brothers hold the historical
advantage, with three wins
and two draws in six
encounters.

Punjab have re-
ceived a midfield
boost with French
player Mickaél
Malsa included in
the matchday squad.
Defender Patrick Baha- |
nack is returning from a |
minor injury, but the
medical team will
avoid rushing his re-
covery.

Dermitzakis
warned that Chur-
chill Brothers re-
main dangerous
despite their recent
defeat, stressing
that Punjab must
stay cautious
while pursuing a
positive result.

India beat New Zealand by
4 wickets in thriller

CHRISTCHURCH

India defeated New Zealand
by four wickets in the second
T20 international on Saturday,
taking a 2-0 lead in the five-
match series after a thrilling
chase completed with one ball
remaining. Chasing New Zea-
land’s 180 for five, India re-
covered from 112 for six
through an unbeaten partner-
ship between Tilak Varma and
Nitish Kumar Reddy. Tilak
scored 51 not out off 26 balls,
while Nitish contributed 26
not out from 13 deliveries.
Their unbroken 69-run stand
for the seventh wicket came
off just 30 balls.

Naman Dhir also played a
crucial role, scoring 31 from
17 deliveries to keep India in
contention. Tilak struck six
fours and a six, while Nitish
supported the finish with a
boundary and a six as the vis-
itors completed the chase.

Earlier, New Zealand re-
covered from a difficult start
after being put in to bat.
Glenn Phillips scored 70 off
43 balls, while Bevon Jacobs
made 58 from 46 deliveries.
The pair added 116 runs for

the fourth wicket to help the
hosts reach 180 for five.

India’s Arshdeep Singh led
the bowling effort with fig-
ures of two for 33. Prince Ya-
dav claimed one wicket for 30
runs, while Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar conceded 50 runs for one
wicket.

New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santner was the most
successful bowler for the
hosts, taking four wickets for
21 runs. However, his effort
was not enough to prevent In-
dia from securing victory.

India’s chase began with
the dismissal of Sanju Sam-

son for 14 by Jacob Duffy,
while Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
fell for four to Nathan Smith.
Abhishek Sharma scored 27
off 21 balls, including three
fours and a six, before Sant-
ner dismissed him.

India made two changes to
their lineup from the opening
match, bringing in
Sooryavanshi for the injured
Ishan Kishan and Prince Ya-
dav for Mayank Yadav.

The third T20 international
will be played in Wellington
on Tuesday, October 27, with
India looking to extend their
series advantage.

PV SINDHU BEATS AKECH TO
REACH FRENCH OPEN FINAL

~ Sindhu de-
ey feated Ja-
P pan’s
Hina Ake-
chi in a thrill-
mg three-game

. semifinal to
. reach the

N

French Open final on Satur-
day, setting up a title clash
against world No. 1 A Se
Young of South Korea.

The two-time Olympic
medallist prevailed 21-10, 20-
22,21-16 in a contest lasting
one hour and 13 minutes. The
victory secured Sindhu her
second Super 750 final ap-
pearance of the year.

“I’m a little bit happy that I
could pull off the match and
play the finals, but I think the

~ job is not done yet and I

_ think I need to go back
. and focus for one
¢ more match,” Sind-
hu said after the
contest.
The opening game
/ remained competitive un-
til the players were level at
8-8. Sindhu moved ahead

4 to lead 11-9 at the interval

4 before taking control, win-
> ning 11 of the final 12
points to close out the game
21-10 in 18 minutes.

Akechi responded strongly
in the second game, using de-
ceptive strokes and solid de-
fence to challenge the Indian.
Sindhu recovered from an
early deficit and kept pace
with the Japanese player
through several closely con-
tested exchanges.

The Indian saved a game
point at 20-20, but Akechi
earned another opportunity
and converted it after Sind-
hu’s shot went wide, forcing
a decider.

Sindhu began the third
game with a 5-3 lead, but
Akechi fought back to
move ahead briefly. The
Indian regained control
and held a two-point ad-
vantage at the
inter-
val.

Kieron Pollard takes
charge as Mumbai
Indians Head Coach

MUMBAI

Former West Indies all-round-
er Kieron Pollard has been
appointed head coach of
Mumbeai Indians ahead of the
2027 Indian Premier League
season, the five-time champi-
ons announced on Saturday.

Pollard, who served as the
franchise’s batting coach for
the past few seasons, will suc-
ceed Mahela Jayawardene,
who has stepped down from
the role. The appointment
marks another stage in Pol-
lard’s long association with
the Mumbai-based franchise.

“Mumbai Indians are
pleased to announce the ele-
vation of Kieron Pollard to
Head Coach, extending one
of the most enduring player-
to-coach associations in
cricket,” the franchise said in
a statement.

The team added that Pol-
lard’s appointment reflected
its commitment to pre- /i
serving its legacy while /.
developing emerging
talent, strengthening
team culture and pur-
suing excellence both
on and off the field.

Pollard has been
closely associated §
with Mumbai Indi-
ans through several
successful IPL cam-
paigns, first as a play-
er and later as part of
the coaching staff.
His experience L
within the team
is expected to
help maintain
continuity as |
the franchise
prepares for
the upcoming
season.

The former
West Indies
international
was a key fig-

‘ His leadership will be
rooted in the experience
of having been part of
MI’s most successful years,
alongside the ambition to shape
the team’s next chapter,
—Mumbai Indians franchise

ure during Mumbai Indians’
most successful years as a
player. His transition into
coaching has kept him in-
volved in the franchise’s
cricketing operations and
player development.
Jayawardene’s departure
brings an end to his latest
stint as head coach, opening
the way for Pollard to lead the
side into IPL 2027. The fran-
chise will look to build on its
established culture while pre-
paring for the challenges of
the next campaign. Pollard’s
elevation signals Mumbai In-
dians’ confidence in a familiar
figure who understands the
_—— team’s environment,
ambitions and ex-
pectations. At-
tention will
now turn to
how he shapes
| the squad and
strategy as the
) five-time cham-
pions pursue an-
other IPL title.

Atiga Mir impresses
on FIA Karting
World Cup debut

VITERBO

Indian racer Atiqa Mir deliv-
ered an impressive perfor-
mance on her FIA Karting
World Cup debut in Italy,
recording a top-five heat fin-
ish and the fastest time in a
practice session among 117
drivers in the junior category.

The 11-year-old began the
competition strongly by set-
ting the fastest time in the
third practice session before
finishing second in the final
practice. She competed
against an international field
and emerged as the best-per-
forming female driver at the
event.

However, traffic affected
her qualifying performance,
leaving her 12th in her group
and 48th overall. Mir recov-
ered in the heat races, finish-
ing seventh, ninth and fifth,
while also recording two
fastest laps.

In the super heats,
she finished 11th.
During the final,
™ she climbed
| through the field

the track, over-

to finish 16th on _

eight karts in the process.

The event marked Mir’s
first major assignment since
signing with the Kart Repub-
lic Factory Race Team,
owned by veteran Dino Chie-
sa. The team owner has been
associated with the early ca-
reers of several Formula One
drivers, including seven-time
world champion Lewis Ham-
ilton.

Mir is also the first Indian
racer to receive support from
the Formula 1 Academy. Her
participation in the competi-
tion provided an opportunity
to compete against a large
international junior field and
gain experience at a major
karting event.

Reflecting on her perfor-
mance, Mir said, “One small
mistake in qualifying, and I
had to pay a big price for it.”

She explained that
slow-moving drivers prevent-
ed her from completing a
clean qualifying lap, forcing
her to overtake during her
flying lap. Despite the set-
back, she remained encour-
aged by her pace. “I was still
only 2 tenths off pole,
which shows how

strong this grid
is,” she said.
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