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Dharmendra: Bollywood’s eternal hero
who loved like poet, lived like legend

Remained one of Indian cinema’s most beloved
and enduring stars for over six decades

MUMBAI

Veteran actor Dharmen-
dra, fondly known as
Hindi cinema’s original
‘He-Man’ and ‘Dharam
Paaji, passed away at
his Mumbai home on
November 24. He
was 89.

His last rites were
held at the Pawan Hans
crematorium in Mum-
bai, where members of
the film fraternity and
family have gathered to
pay their final respects.

The legendary star,
widely regarded as one
of Indian cinema’s
greatest and most com-
mercially successful ac-
tors, had been under
medical care at Breach
Candy Hospital in
Mumbai in recent
weeks. He died 12 days
after he was discharged
from the hospital where
he was admitted
late October after he
complained of breath-
lessness. He would
have turned 90 on
December 8.

Dharmendra’s cine-
matic career spanned
over six decades, with
appearances in more
than 300 films, earning
him the record for the
highest number of hit
films in Hindi cinema.

He made his debut in
1960 with Dil Bhi Tera
Hum Bhi Tere, started
out his career playing
common man roles in
the 1960s in films such
as Anpadh and Bandini.
He gained popularity in
the mid-1960s with hits

like Phool Aur Patthar and
Aaye Din Bahar Ke.

The 1970s and 1980s ce-
mented his stardom with
iconic films, including
Sholay, Dharam Veer, Ch-
upke Chupke, Seeta Aur
Geeta, Mera Gaon Mera
Desh, Hukumat, and
Dream Girl.

In later years, he took on
memorable character roles
in films such as Apne,
Johnny Gaddaar and Yamla
Pagla Deewana. Dharmen-
dra was last seen in Teri
Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha
Jiya (2024), starring Sha-
hid Kapoor and Kriti Sa-
non.

Dharmendra was set to
star in ‘Ikkis’, a war drama
directed by Sriram Ragha-
van, based on Param Vir
Chakra recipient Arun
Khetarpal.

His next cinematic ap-
pearance is Ikkis, a war
drama directed by Sriram
Raghavan, based on Param
Vir Chakra recipient Arun
Khetarpal, and fronted by
Amitabh Bachchan’s
grandson Agastya Nanda.
In an emotional coinci-
dence, the makers of his
upcoming film ‘Ikkis’ re-
leased a poster featuring
Dharmendra earlier today.
The film is scheduled for a
December 25 theatrical re-
lease and now stands as
one of his final on-screen
appearances.

Honoured with the Pad-
ma Bhushan in 2012,
Dharmendra’s legacy as a
legendary actor, style icon,
and enduring presence in
Indian cinema remains un-
paralleled.

The actor is survived by
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The brief political stint

Beyond cinema, Dharmendra briefly entered poli-
tics, serving as a Bharatiya Janata Party’s Member of
Parliament from Bikaner of Rajasthan from 2004 to

20009. He later admitted that politics was “not my true
calling”, saying his heart “always belonged to films”.

his first wife Prakash Kaur,
second wife Hema Malini,
and six children, including
sons Sunny Deol and Bob-
by Deol (actors) and
daughters Vijeta and Ajeita
from his first marriage, and
Esha Deol and Ahana Deol
(actors) from his second
marriage.

Born Dharmendra Kewal

Krishan Deol on December
8, 1935 in Sahnewal in the
northwestern state of Pun-
jab, he was raised in a
farming family and devel-
oped a fascination for cin-
ema as a teenager, often
cycling miles to the nearest
theatre to watch legendary
actor Dilip Kumar’s films.

© More on page 12

Justice Kant swron in as 53rd CJI

10,000-year-old Volcano
burst grounds flights

NEW DELHI
A scheduled flight by the op-
erator IndiGo from Kannur to
Abu Dhabi was diverted to
Ahmedabad on Monday
evening after a major vol-
canic eruption in Ethiopia
disrupted regional air corri-
dors. Airline sources said
with ash cloud conditions
persisting, the decision was
taken to cancel the flight. All
passengers were provided
with refreshments, and Indi-
Go is arranging an alternate
flight to return them to Kan-
nur, the boarding point.

Anandpur Sahib, Talwandi
Sabo declared ‘holy cities’

CHANDIGARH
The cities of Anandpur Sa-
hib, Talwandi Sabo and the
Galiara around the Golden
Temple in Amritsar have
been accorded the status of
‘holy cities’ in the special
Vidhan Sabha session to
mark the 350th martyrdom
day of Guru Teg Bahadur.
This is the first time in the his-
tory of the state that a session
was held outside the assem-
bly building in Chandigarh.
The resolution was moved by
CM Bhagwant Mann during a
special session.

NEW DELHI

Justice Surya Kant took oath
as the 53rd Chief Justice of
India (CJI) on Monday, suc-
ceeding Justice BR Gavali,
and marking the beginning of
his nearly 15th month tenure.
President Murmu adminis-
tered the oath of office to Jus-
tice Surya Kant at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan on Monday.
Justice Kant was born on
February 10, 1962 in Hisar,
Haryana. He studied law at
Maharshi Dayanand Univer-
sity in Rohtak and began
practising in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court in 1985.
Over time, he served as Advo-
cate General of Haryana, and
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in 2001, he was designated
a Senior Advocate at the age
of 39.

In 2004, he was appointed a
judge of the Punjab & Hary-
ana High Court. Later he be-
came the Chief Justice of the
Himachal Pradesh High Court
on 3 October 2018.The move
stirred some controversy, be-
cause Justice AK Goel had
reportedly disagreed with the

Collegium’s decision. Despite
this, the Collegium proceed-
ed, citing the importance of
balanced representation from
different high courts.

In 2019, he was elevated to
the Supreme Court, with the
Collegium emphasising that
his appointment would help
ensure that all high courts are
adequately represented at the
highest level.

He has been a two-term
member of the Governing
Body of National Legal Ser-
vices Authority, and is pres-
ently a member of various
Committees of Indian Law
Institute — a deemed universi-
ty under the aegis of the Su-
preme Court.

SACRED RITUAL
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The passing of Dharmendra Ji
marks the end of anerain
Indian cinema. He was an

iconic film personality, a
phenomenal actor who
brought charm and depth to
every role he played. The
manner in which he played
diverse roles struck a chord
with countless people. In this
sad hour, my thoughts are
with his family, friends and
innumerable fans. Om Shanti.

—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

The passing of Dharmendra ji,
who touched the hearts of
every citizen for six decades
with his finest acting, is an
irreplaceable loss for the
Indian film world. Coming
from an ordinary family, he
carved an indelible identity for
himself in the film industry.

—Amit Shah, Union Home Minister

The news of the demise of the
great actor Dharmendra ji is
extremely heartbreaking and an
irreparable loss for the Indian
art world. His unparalleled
contribution to cinema over
nearly seven decades will
always be remembered with
respect and love.

—Rahul Gandhi, Congress MP
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Will stay CM if
party decides: Siddu
amid power tussle

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Monday said he would
continue as chief minister if
the Congress high command
desires so, amid hectic behind
the scenes jostling by Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar to replace him.

Any decision on a leader-
ship change rests entirely
with the party’s central lead-
ership, he said, adding that
both he and the Deputy CM
are expected to abide by
whatever decision is ultimate-
ly made.Political activities and
lobbying gained pace soon af-
ter the Karnataka Congress re-
gime crossed its halfway mark
of five-year term on November
20, with a group of MLAs loy-
al to DK Shivakumar pressing
for his anointment as the chief
minister with the AICC leaders
in Delhi.

“The high command will
decide. If they decide that I
must continue, then I will. Ul-
timately, when the party high
command decides, DK Shiva-
kumar and I, both will have to
listen,” Siddaramaiah told
reporters in Chikkaballapur
district near Bengaluru.

He further said the party
leadership asked him to re-
shuffle his Cabinet when he
met the leaders in Delhi
five months ago. But, he
told them he would do it
after the government
completes the two and a
half years of its term. |

As Shivakumar ’
continues his
efforts to stake \

y

his claim, Siddaramaiah is re-
portedly pursuing his plans to
take up a Cabinet reshuffle,
triggering panic among minis-
ters and giving hopes to
MLAs.

Meanwhile, a new section
of Congress legislators back-
ing Shivakumar has flown to
New Delhi to meet the party
high command, intensifying
the ongoing tussle over a pos-
sible change of guard.

According to party sources,
at least six MLAs, KM Uday
(Maddur), Nayana Motamma
(Mudigere), HC Balakrishna
(Magadi), Igbal Hussain (Ra-
managara), Sharath Bache-
gowda (Hosakote) and Shiva-
ganga Basavaraj (Channagi-
r1), have reached the capital
on Sunday night. More are
expected to fly amid the
pro-Shivakumar camp push-
ing hard for CM change.

Meanwhile, AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge, whoc is
currently in Bengaluru, is set
to leave for Delhi, and Rahul
Gandhi, who is on a foreign
tour, is expected to return in a
day or two.

According to party insiders,
Shivakumar wants the leader-
ship issue settled first, while
Siddaramaiah is pushing for a
Cabinet reshuffle.

As per ppular talks, the is-

. sue stems from a reported
\, 2023 “power-sharing” un-
derstanding between Sid-

‘i daramaiah and Shivaku-

mar while forming the

S govenment after a Con-

y gress sweep in the
state.
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We need pollsin Karnataka as
there is 60%o corrupt govt: Ashoka

Expressing his discontentment with the ruling Congress
amid speculation over a potential change of guard in
the state, Leader of Opposition in the Assembly and

BJP MLA R Ashoka said an election was required in the

state since the current corrupt government needed to
exit. “Since the last two years, there has been a tussle
for power and the CM chair. There are reports of money
transactions to MLAs as there is a fight for power be-
tween CM and DyCM. Horse trading is going on within the
party,” he alleged. “We need an election here as there is a
60% corrupt government, which must go,” he added.

S o B 2 ;"L, ;

th paper boats on a waterlogged, damaged
stretch of road outside Vidhana Soudha at Gopal Gowda Circle in Bengaluru on Monday.
» CHPHOTO

Ayodhya all set for Ram Temple ‘Dhwajarohan’ today

AYODHYA

Ayodhya, the historic city of
Uttar Pradesh which is revered
as the birthplace of Lord
Rama, is all set for the grand
‘Dharam Dhwaj’ ceremony of
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple.

On November 25, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
visit Ayodhya and will hoist
the saffron flag on the top of
the Ram Temple, marking the
completion of the temple. He
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will be accompanied by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
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chief Mohan Bhagwat.

Thousands of people from
various corners across the coun-
try are flocking in large num-

bers to witness the gala event.

In the run-up to the grand
flag-hoisting ceremony, Ayod-
hya is being transformed with
extensive floral décor. Nearly
100 tonnes of flowers have been
used to adorn the temple com-
plex and its surroundings, creat-
ing a vibrant setting for the sa-
cred ceremony.

The Prime Minister will
hoist the flag at 12 pm today.
Prior to that, Modi will visit
the Saptmandir, which houses
temples related to Maharshi

Vashishtha, Maharshi Vishwa-
mitra, Maharshi Agastya, Ma-
harshi Valmiki, Devi Ahilya,
Nishadraj Guha and Mata
Shabari, at 10 am. This will be
followed by a visit to She-
shavtar Mandir. An hour later,
the PM will visit the Mata An-
napurna Mandir and offer
prayers at the Ram Darbar
Garbh Grah. He will also offer
his prayers to the idol of Lord
Rama, and after that, he will
hoist the triangular flag atop
the Ram Temple.

Indian woman’s
18-hr ordeal at
Shanghai airport

ITANAGAR

A woman from Arunachal
Pradesh was allegedly
harrassed and detained at Chi-
na’s Shanghai airport for
“eighteen hours” after the au-
thorities refused to recognise
her indian passport as valid,
claiming that the region “is
part of China.”

According to the woman,
Pem Wang Thongdok, she
was at the Shanghai airport
for a three-hour transit halt
while trav-
elling from
London to
Japan on
November
| 21. She ac-
" | cused the

" Chinese
authorities of refusing to recog-
nise her Indian passport as val-
id during a transit halt. In a se-
ries of posts on the microblog-
ging site X, she said immigra-
tion officials at the airport de-
tained her for “eighteen hours”
on November 21, claiming her
passport was “invalid” as her
birthplace, Arunachal Pradesh,
was “part of China”.

An official came and start-
ed screaming, “Arunachal is a
part of China. Your passport
is invalid,” she stated in a
post.
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19 Calves
Rescued Near

Bengaluru

Bengaluru
Activists from pro-Hindu
outfits intercepted a lorry
near the Madavara metro

station on the Tumakuru—
Bengaluru national high-
way and rescued 19
calves allegedly being
transported to a slaugh-
terhouse. The groups
alerted the police, follow-
ing which the Madanay-
akanahalli police reached
the spot, seized the vehi-
cle and took the driver
into custody for question-
ing. Authorities have reg-
istered a case and are
verifying the source and
intended destination of
the cattle. The rescued
calves were later shifted
to a nearby gaushala for
safe care and further
examination.

Anitha Haddannavar
Appointed First DCP of
South-West Division

Bengaluru
A new Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP)
office for the recently
created South-West Divi-
sion was inaugurated at
the Jnanabharathi Police
Station building on Mon-
day. City Police Commis-
sioner Seemanth Kumar
Singh formally opened
the facility. The South-
West Division was
formed three months ago
by merging eight police
stations from the South
and West divisions —
Kumbalgodi, Kengeri,
Jnanabharathi, Rajarajes-
hwari Nagar, Talaghatta-
pura, Konanakunte, Ku-
maraswamy Layout and
Subramanyapura. Anitha
B. Haddannavar has tak-
en charge as the first
DCP of the division. Addi-
tional Commissioner of
Police (Traffic) Karthik
Reddy and other senior
officials attended the
inauguration.

Sale of Meat
Banned on Sadhu
Vaswani Jayanti

Bengaluru
The Bengaluru North
City Corporation (BMC)
has announced a com-
plete ban on animal
slaughter and the sale of
meat on November 25,
marking Sadhu Vaswani
Jayanti. The order pro-
hibits slaughter in all li-
censed slaughterhouses
and restricts meat sales
across stalls and shops
within BMC limits. Offi-
cials said the directive is
issued every year as part
of the observance of the
spiritual leader’s birth
anniversary, during
which followers pro-
mote non-violence and
vegetarianism. The cor-
poration has urged all
establishments to com-
ply, warning that viola-
tions will attract penal-
ties as per municipal
regulations.

Crowd Control Bill: House
panel races against deadline

Urgent review of crowd control bill needed to prevent future tragedies

BENGALURU

With less than two weeks left
before the three-month dead-
line to review the contentious
Karnataka Crowd Control
(Managing Crowd at Events
and Place of Gathering) Bill,
2025, pressure is mounting on
a House committee led by
Home Minister G. Paramesh-
wara. The winter session of
the state legislature in Belaga-
vi is fast approaching, yet the
committee has not held its
first meeting.

The bill was drafted in the
wake of the tragic June stam-
pede during Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru’s IPL victory
celebrations, which claimed
11 lives and sparked wide-
spread calls for stricter event
safety protocols. It is one of
two bills that were referred to
committees during the mon-
soon session. The second —
the Karnataka Revenue
(Second Amendment) Bill,
2025 — is being handled by a

In August Speaker UT. Khader directed both commit-
tees to submit their reports within three months so the
government could table revised versions in the winter
session. While the Krishna Byre Gowda-led committee
reviewing the Revenue Bill has made steady progress
and is expected to submit its report by month-end, the
committee headed by G. Parameshwara is yet to begin
formal deliberations. Following repeated reminders
from the Assembly secretariat, its first meeting
has been fixed for November 27.

committee headed by Reve-
nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda.

Parameshwara acknowl-

edged the delay but remained
optimistic. “I agree that we
have taken time to convene
meetings of the panel,” he

said. “But I still hope to sub-
mit the report well within the
deadline so that we can table
the vetted bill in the winter
session. I am confident be-
cause the bill is ready. We
only need to incorporate the
changes suggested by mem-
bers. We will seek an exten-
sion only if needed.”

Speaker U.T. Khader had
earlier stressed the urgency of
the legislation, which aims to
prevent dangerous crowd-re-
lated incidents and ensure
public safety. “This is an im-
portant bill meant to prevent
tragedies like the stampede
that shook Bengaluru,” Khad-
er reiterated, urging the com-
mittee to prioritise the task.

Despite mounting pressure,
the Parameshwara-led panel
is scheduled to convene its
first meeting only on Novem-
ber 27. With time running out,
an extension appears likely
unless the committee acceler-
ates its work in the coming
days.

Court rejects flat-size based
maintenance bllhng in B’luru

BENGALURU

A city civil court has deliv-
ered a significant ruling that
may influence how apartment
complexes across Bengaluru
calculate monthly mainte-
nance, holding that home size
cannot be the basis for deter-
mining charges. The XL Ad-
ditional City Civil and Ses-
sions Court has struck down
the Purva Seasons Owners
Association’s “hybrid” billing
model, which required resi-
dents of larger flats to pay
higher monthly fees. The or-
der, passed on November 20,
came in response to a suit
filed by 61-year-old resident
Arun Kumar Rao.

The association had adopt-
ed the contested model during
a virtual extraordinary gener-
al meeting on July 25, 2020.
Under this structure, 74.1% of
maintenance costs were ap-
portioned based on super
built-up area, while the re-

maining 25.9% was split
equally among 660 flats. Rao
argued that the system placed
an unfair financial burden on
owners of larger units despite
their equal use of shared ame-
nities such as lifts, security,
and the clubhouse.

Judge N. Veena found mul-
tiple legal and procedural
lapses in the association’s
adoption of the model. The
court noted that no evidence
was provided to show that the
registrar had permitted a vir-
tual meeting to amend bye-
laws. It also flagged inaccura-
cies in the amendment propos-
al, including inconsistent use of

the terms “bullt -up” and “super
built-up” area, which could
have influenced how residents
voted. Gaps in the voting pro-
cess, conflicting email commu-
nications, and the association’s
failure to address objections
raised by several owners fur-
ther weakened the validity of
the resolution.

Observing that all residents
use common facilities uni-
formly regardless of flat size,
the court held that an ar-
ea-linked levy was unreason-
able. On this basis, it struck
down all invoices issued be-
tween May and December
2020 under the hybrid model.

The association has been
directed to revert to an equal
per-flat maintenance system
and has been prohibited from
introducing any area-based
fee structure through future
bye-law amendments. It has
also been restrained from dis-
connecting essential services
to enforce disputed charges.

2 students killed
by Vande Bharat;
suicide suspected
BENGALURU

Two nursing students from
Kerala died after they were hit
by the Vande Bharat Express
near Chikkabanavara railway
station on Sunday evening. The
deceased were identified as
Justin Joseph (21) and Sterin
Elsa Saji (19), both second-se-
mester B.Sc. Nursing students
at Saptagiri Nursing College.

According to Bengaluru Ru-
ral Railway Police, the incident
occurred when the superfast
train was passing through the
stretch, killing both students on
the spot. Police teams visited
the location, conducted an in-
spection and later shifted the
bodies for postmortem. Their
families in Pathanamthitta,
Kerala, have been informed.
State Railway Superintendent
of Police N. Yatish said pre-
liminary examination of
CCTV footage from the train
indicated that the two students
had died by suicide.

Labour codstriger
industry concern over
rising ESI and gratuity

BENGALURU

The Centre’s newly notified
labour codes — pitched as a
major reform to strengthen
worker welfare and work-
place safety — have sparked
concerns among industry bod-
ies, which warn that expanded
health safeguards should not
translate into heavier financial
burdens for small and medi-
um enterprises (SMEs). While
officials argue that the mea-
sures will improve social se-
curity coverage, industry rep-
resentatives insist that the
public sector must shoulder a
larger share of Employees’
State Insurance (ESI) respon-
sibilities instead of shifting
costs to micro and small es-
tablishments.

Under the revised frame-
work, employers are required
to provide all workers above
40 years a free annual health
check-up. Meanwhile, ESI
coverage becomes voluntary
for firms with fewer than 10
employees, but mandatory for
establishments with even a
single worker engaged in haz-
ardous processes.

DP Danappa, president of
the Peenya Industries Associ-
ation (PIA), said the new pro-

Subramanya Holla,
President of the Ban-
galore Hotels Associ-
ation, said the Centre
may have issued the
codes, but the impact

will depend on state-lev-
el amendments. He
welcomed the provision
allowing women to work
round-the-clock, noting
that earlier restrictions
had limited opportunities.

visions overlook a significant
portion of workers. “Nearly
40 percent of the 13 lakh em-
ployees in the Peenya cluster
earn more than the current
ESI wage ceiling of 321,000
and are excluded from the
scheme,” he said. The associ-
ation has urged the govern-
ment to raise the coverage
limit to 330,000 so more
workers in small and medium
industries benefit from ESI
protection.

Danappa noted that around
five lakh garment and mi-
cro-industry workers —
among the most vulnerable
— currently rely on ESI. “An-
nual health checks must be
covered under ESI.

Kannada must be loved as our
own, says Dr A.C. Shanmugam

BENGALURU

Kannada should be cherished
as our own language while
respecting all other languages,
said Dr A.C. Shanmugam,
Vice-Chancellor of Rajarajesh-
wari Medical College. He was
speaking at the 70th Kannada
Rajyotsava celebrations held at
the college auditorium on the
Bengaluru-Mysuru highway.
Offering floral tributes to
the portrait of Mother Bhu-

vaneshwari, he said that culti-
vating a sense of belonging as
Kannadigas strengthens our
commitment to protect and
promote the Kannada lan-
guage. He urged everyone to
prioritise Kannada, use it
wherever possible, and help
contribute to its growth. Kan-
nada, with its distinct culture,
land, and heritage, must be
introduced to children early
so they understand its rich-
ness, he added.

Woman murdered in friend’s
room; accused on the run

BENGALURU

A 21-year-old woman was
taken to her friend’s rented
room and murdered by a
youth in Thammenahalli,
Bengaluru North taluk. The
victim, Devisree, hailed from
Bikkimvaripalli village in
Andhra Pradesh’s
Annamaya district
and had been study-
ing in Bengaluru for
the past three years.

A BBM student at
a reputed city col-
lege, she had accom-
panied Prem Vardhan
to her friend’s room on Sun-
day morning. According to
police, Prem allegedly killed
her inside the room and fled
the spot, returning alone. The
incident came to light only on
Monday morning when the
friend discovered the crime
and alerted authorities.

BENGALURU

Balagangadharanath Swami-
ji’s lifelong commitment to
ensuring food and education
for every child was remem-
bered with deep reverence at
the BGS Founder’s Day cele-
brations held at the BGS
Grounds on Kengeri—Uttara-
halli Main Road. Adi Chun-
chanagiri Mahasamsthana
Math Seer, Dr. Nirmalanan-
danatha Swamiji, said the
Swamiji’s efforts in the
1970s—when many parents
struggled to provide even ba-

sic meals for their children—
laid the foundation for a hun-
ger-free, education-driven
society.

Addressing the gathering at
the two-day event, he said
Balagangadharanath Swamiji
had foreseen the changing na-
ture of education and champi-
oned international-standard
learning long before it be-
came a national priority. “His
vision ensured that BGS insti-
tutions earned respect for ex-
cellence. Today, more than
500 institutions under BGS
provide quality education to

CrIME

Devisree, the youngest
daughter of the Jagadambha
family, had been enrolled by
her parents in the Bengaluru
college to pursue higher stud-
ies. Madanayakanahalli Po-
lice have registered an FIR
and launched a manhunt for
Prem Vardhan, who is cur-
rently absconding.
The body has been
shifted to Victoria
Hospital for
post-mortem, and
distraught family
members gathered
outside the mortuary.

Speaking to report-
ers, Devisree’s mother said
her daughter had spoken to
her father at 11 a.m. on Sun-
day. Attempts to reach her
later went unanswered. “I
don’t know what happened
after she went to her friend’s
room. We want justice for our
daughter,” she said.

Balagangadharanath Swaml]l s legacy hailed

1 7 lakh students ” he said.
Urging students to pursue
their goals with sincerity and
without overthinking the out-
come, he reminded them that

Kashmiri doctor
cheated of crores
by fake PMO
officer; one held

BENGALURU

Vijayanagar police have ar-
rested a man for allegedly
cheating a Kashmiri doctor of
2.7 crore by posing as an of-
ficer from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office.

The accused, identified as
Sujay alias Sujayendra, a res-
ident of Vijayanagar, had
been projecting himself as a
high-ranking central govern-
ment official despite being
unemployed.

Police said Sujayendra even
claimed to be the adopted son
of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and had managed to ap-
pear on public platforms,
including one with Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, to bolster his false
identity.

Homebuyers petition NHRC over
delay in apartment ownership law

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Home Buyers
Forum has approached the
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC), accusing
the state government of caus-
ing prolonged hardship to
apartment residents by delay-
ing the notification of the
Karnataka Apartment Owner-
ship and Management Act,
2025. In a letter to NHRC
Chairperson Justice V. Rama-
subramanian, the forum said
the delay violates the life, lib-
erty, equality, and dignity of
thousands of buyers who re-
main without legal rights over
their homes and common ar-
eas.

The forum — an umbrella
body of buyers’ associations
active since 2021 — said that
for more than a year, multiple
state departments have ac-
knowledged the urgent need

for updated legislation, yet no
notification has been issued.
Because of this, buyers are
unable to register their associ-
ations, assume control of
common areas, or fully claim
the protections guaranteed un-
der the Real Estate Regulato-
ry Authority (RERA).

The petition includes govern-
ment documents dating back
to March 2023:

= Housing department notes
stating that the 201617
RERA rules do not adequately
cover association registration.
= A February 2024 communi-

cation from the cooperation
department outlining gaps in
managing common areas.

= A June 2024 update from
the urban development de-
partment indicating that a new
apartment Act was under
preparation.

= Another June 2024 note say-
ing the proposed law would
replace the outdated Karnata-
ka Ownership Flats Act
(KOFA) and was in its final
drafting stage.

= An October 2024 RERA re-
sponse assuring that the draft
Act would be released
“soon.”

Despite these assurances,
no law has been notified.
This, the forum said, has
stalled the transfer of com-
mon areas from builders to
resident associations — a key
RERA requirement — and
left many groups functioning
without legal standing.

consistent effort holds greater
value than results alone.

Dr. Prakashnath Swamiji,
Managing Director of BGS
and SJB Group of Institu-
tions, said the success of the
celebrations reflected the
blessings and guidance of
their Gurus. He noted that
BGS continues to hold a spe-
cial place among spiritual
leaders across the country,
which is why many math
heads attended the event
without the need for formal
invitations. He acknowledged
teachers, principals and

staff as the backbone of the
institution.

Actor Ninasam Satish, an
alumnus of the Math, said he
owed his achievements to the
blessings of the Gurus and the
values imparted by the insti-
tution. “Whatever I am today
is because of their guidance,”
he recalled.

Lok Sabha MP Dr. C.N.
Manjunath, Agriculture Min-
ister Chaluvarayaswamy, ac-
tor-director Jogi Prem, actress
Rakshita, and actor Sapthami
Gowda were among those
present.

Patients wait for weeks as Victoria
Hospital delays blood reports

BENGALURU

Patients at Victoria Hospital,
the state’s largest govern-
ment-run medical facility, are
facing severe hardship as
blood test reports have report-
edly not been delivered for
weeks. Many patients say
they have been waiting over a
month, despite giving blood
multiple times.

Several patients alleged that
lab technicians repeatedly ask
them to provide fresh samples,
claiming earlier ones were not
processed. Some even accused
staff of delaying dispatch of

collected samples to the labora-
tory, resulting in blood clotting
and unusable samples.

With thousands visiting the
hospital daily, patients say such
lapses are seriously affecting
treatment. “What should we do
if the report doesn’t come even
after giving blood four or five
times?” one patient asked.
Many said doctors are unable
to proceed with treatment
without timely reports, leav-
ing them in distress. Hospital
sources attributed the delays
to heavy workload, slow lab
processing and lapses in sam-
ple handling.
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Free CCTV
training camp for
unemployed men

Bengaluru
Afree13-day CCTV In-
stallation and Servicing

Training Camp will be
held from December 15 at
the Canara Bank Rural
Self-Employment Train-
ing Institute in Sonnahal-
lipura, Hosakote taluk,
Bengaluru Rural district.
Unemployed men aged 18
to 45 from any district in
Karnataka can partici-
pate. Interested candi-
dates may report directly
to the institute on De-
cember 4 at 9.30 am with
the required documents.
For details, applicants
may contact:
8970476050,
9591514754,
9686248369,
9505894247, the
institute’s Director said
in a statement.

Power outage
in several
areas today

Bengaluru
KPTCL has announced a
power outage on No-
vember 25 from 10 am
to 5 pm due to urgent
maintenance work at
the Mahalaxmi Layout
Substation. Electricity
supply will be affected in
Manjunath Nagar, Thim-
maiah Road, Bhovi Colo-
ny, Mahaganapati Nagar,
Pushpanjali Apartment,
Shivanahalli Park,
Adarsh Nagar, Adarsh
Layout, Unix Colony, In-
dira Nagar, Manjunath
Nagar 3rd Phase 1st
Block, B-Nagar, Lakshmi
Nagar, HVK Layout, Kar-
nataka Layout, Kamala
Nagar, VJSS Layout, the
ward office area, Nag-
pur, Mahalaxmi Puram,
Modi Hospital Road,
Punjab National Bank
vicinity, and around
Hamsalekha Home.

Power outagein
multiple areas on
November 26

Bengaluru
Emergency maintenance
work will lead to a power

outage in the RBI and
Austin Town substation
limits on November 26
from 10 am to 4 pm. Are-
as affected include RBI
Layout, Kothanur, JP Na-
gar 5th Phase, Shreyas
Colony, Gaurav Nagar,
Nataraja Layout,
Nrupatunga Nagar,
Jambusawari Dinne,
Chunchaghatta, Brigade
Millennium and Brigade
Gardenia Apartments,
Richmond Circle, John-
son Market, Noris Road,
Arab Lane, Wellington
Street, Curley Street,
Leonard Street, Rhenius
Street and surrounding
localities.

BENGALURU

Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao has directed
officials to identify properties
with large outstanding dues
across the five city corpora-
tions under the GBA and ini-
tiate strict measures to recov-
er pending property tax.
Chairing a virtual review
meeting on Monday
on property tax col-
lection, e-khata, and
the conversion of
B-Khata to A-Khata, |
he instructed officials |
to trace major de-
faulters, clear
long-pending revi-
sion cases, and ensure timely
recovery of overdue taxes.
Rao stressed the need to lo-
cate individuals and proper-
ties currently outside the tax
network and bring them under
the tax ambit without delay.
He further directed Com-
missioners of all five city cor-
porations to prioritise proper-
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' List properties with high
pendmg dues and ensure
recovery: Maheshwar Rao

Officials must prioritise tax collection to
strengthen the corporation’s revenue base

Applications for new khatas must be verified and

processed without delay

B-Khata to A-Khata conversion applications must be
reviewed and completed within the stipulated time-
frame, GBA Chief Commissioner Maheshwar Rao said.

ty tax recovery, hold daily
review meetings with revenue
officials, and issue necessary
instructions to boost revenue
collection.

Special Commis-
sioner (Revenue)
Munish Moudgil,
speaking at the meet-
ing, said the corpora-
tions have been set a
target of 6,700 crore

i for the current year,

of which 3,533
crore has been collected. He
emphasised the need to accel-
erate property tax recovery,
especially from revision cases
and long-standing defaulters.

Currently, the five city cor-
porations together have 24,000
property tax revision cases
amounting to nearly X170
crore. Another 22,000 default-

to boost revenue. Similarly,

ers owe 3598 crore. Officials
were instructed to prioritise re-
covery of these dues.

Each corporation must pre-
pare a list of 100 major revision
cases and 100 high-value de-
faulters in every division. Rev-
enue Inspectors and Revenue
Collectors will be given clear
recovery targets. Rao also di-
rected officials to seal commer-
cial properties wherever neces-
sary to ensure compliance and
speed up tax collection.

The meeting was attended
by City Corporation Commis-
sioners Rajendra Cholan,
Pommala Sunil Kumar, DS
Ramesh, KN Ramesh, Dr KV
Rajendra, Additional Com-
missioners (Revenue), Joint
Commissioners, NIC techni-
cal directors and other senior
officials.

Identify water leakage points and carry
out repair works, says Maheshwar Rao

BENGALURU

Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao has directed
BWSSB officials to immedi-
ately identify all water leak-
age points within GBA limits
and take up repair works
without delay.

Speaking at an inter-depart-
mental coordination meeting

held to address issues arising
from ongoing development
projects, he instructed depart-
ments to work in close coor-
dination to ensure faster prob-
lem resolution.

Rao directed officials to
pinpoint leakage locations on
city roads—including areas
where water is flowing out of
manhole chambers—and sub-
mit a consolidated list to

BWSSB. Once identified,
BWSSB must obtain
road-cutting permissions
through the MARCS software
and complete repairs on prior-
ity, he said.

He asked BESCOM to re-
move unused electric poles left
on footpaths after underground
cabling works and ensure that
transformers on footpaths do not
obstruct pedestrian movement.

Two more held in
%7 cr robbery case,
police seize 82 L

BENGALURU

The Rs 7.11 crore robbery case
that kept Bengaluru’s police on
high alert has inched closer to
closure, with two more sus-
pects arrested, bringing the to-
tal number of accused in custo-
dy to nine. The South Division
police confirmed that the entire
gang involved in the high-pro-
file heist has now been appre-
hended and interrogation is
underway.

The latest arrests took place
in Chennai on Monday night,
where Dinesh and Jinesh—
who had been on the run since
the incident—were tracked
down. The duo, part of the
ATM cash theft network, had
fled Karnataka via Chittoor
and Vellore in an attempt to
evade capture. Police teams
had simultaneously conducted
intensified searches across
both regions, suspecting that
the pair were in possession of
the missing %82 lakh.

Although no cash was re-
covered from the arrested
duo, investigators revealed
that the suspects initially mis-
led them about the where-
abouts of the money. To es-
tablish clarity, the police have

Police tighten probe
as two key suspects
caught in Chennai after
days-long hunt.

now decided to jointly inter-
rogate all nine arrested indi-
viduals.

Till now, authorities have
managed to recover 36.29
crore in connection with the
robbery. However, the fate of
the remaining 82 lakh re-
mains uncertain. Preliminary
inquiries suggest that around
%40 lakh may have been dis-
tributed among acquaintanc-
es, while portions of the
amount were allegedly spent.

To aid the investigation, po-
lice have obtained the serial
numbers of the stolen curren-
cy from the bank and are
tracking financial trails.
Meanwhile, the CCTV DVR
from the ATM, which could
provide crucial evidence, is
still missing. Investigators
suspect that the device was
disposed of in the Chittoor
forest area, and search opera-
tions are ongoing. Police offi-
cials said efforts will continue
until the remaining cash and
evidence are fully recovered.

Tech Push for
Water Future:
BWSSB Partners
with Startups

BENGALURU

In a major move to boost in-
novation and local solutions
under the ‘Brand Bengaluru’
initiative, the Bangalore Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has opened
its wastewater treatment
plants (WWTPs) to startups
for research, development,
and market expansion. The
effort aims to strengthen Ben-
galuru’s long-term water se-
curity through technolo-
gy-driven, sustainable
models.

BWSSB Chairman Ram
Prasad Manohar said the
city’s water challenges can be
addressed effectively by har-
nessing the expertise of
homegrown startups. As part
of the first phase, the
Board has allowed Boson
White Water to manage oper-
ations at the Kadu Bisanahal-
li wastewater treatment
plant.

Under this partnership
model, BWSSB makes no fi-
nancial investment. Instead,
the startup installs advanced
treatment systems at its
own cost, while the Board
provides wastewater as
raw material and supports
the marketing of treated
water.

The pilot is already produc-
ing 70,000 litres of high-qual-
ity treated water per day,
demonstrating the potential of
decentralized, innovation-led
wastewater recycling. Offi-
cials said the initiative offers
startups real-time exposure to
research, testing, and com-
mercialization in the water
sector.

With this collaboration,
Bengaluru has taken a signif-
icant step toward strengthen-
ing its recycled water ecosys-
tem and moving closer to
self-reliance in sustainable
water management.

MAN delegation participates
in international training
programme at ICFAI Bengaluru

KIADB
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BENGALURU

The ICFAI Foundation for Higher
Education (IFHE), Bengaluru cam-
pus, hosted an International Training
Programme for a distinguished dele-
gation from the Management Associ-
ation of Nepal (MAN), marking a
significant step in strengthening
cross-border collaboration in profes-
sional development. The one-day pro-
gramme, titled “Building a Fulfilling
Life: Identity, Connection, and Resil-
ience,” focused on empowering man-
agement professionals with holistic
life and career skills.

Dr Vinay Joshi, Dean, welcomed
the MAN delegation and officials
from EPFO Nepal, recalling the
long-standing ties with Nepal. Pro
Vice Chancellor Dr Muddu Vinay in-
augurated the programme with an
address on the "Life Chakra," high-

lighting the importance of cultivating
happiness as a foundation for suc-
cess in all spheres of life. He also
presented the concept of the "Wheel
of Completeness,"
signed to guide individuals towards
achieving personal and professional
balance.

Dr Joshi then offered an overview
of the ICFAI Group’s contributions to
higher education and capacity build-
ing across India, underlining its com-
mitment to nurturing globally compe-
tent professionals.

The training sessions were de-
signed to enhance well-being and
leadership effectiveness, focusing on
the pillars of Identity, Connection,
and Resilience. ICFAI faculty mem-
bers — Dr Seethalakshmi, Dr Shweta
Puneet, Surjyabrat, and Dr Niharika
Singh — conducted five interactive
modules.

___CM CHRAIRTUSSLE

'CM chair fight leaves farmers unheard’

BENGALURU

Amid the ongoing tussle for the
Chief Minister’s chair, the govern-
ment has completely ignored
farmers’ problems, said Opposi-
tion Leader R. Ashoka on Tues-
day.

R. Ashoka claimed that political
instability has pushed farmers’ is-
sues to the background,
despite mounting dis-
tress across the state.
Addressing reporters in
Bengaluru, he said Kar-
nataka’s water has
flowed out without re- # 8
pairs to the Tungabhadra
reservoir, the maize procurement
process has not started, and milk
incentives remain pending.
These failures, he alleged, high-
light the government’s “an-

ti-farmer attitude.” The BJP
Farmers’ Front will stage state-
wide protests highlighting these
concerns. Demonstrations will
be held across all assembly con-
stituencies on November 27 and
28, followed by district-level
protests on December 1 and 2.
Ashoka accused the govern-
ment of being consumed entirely
by a six-month-long
power struggle. “No-
body knows who the
Chief Minister is. Minis-
ters are busy purchasing
MLAs instead of listen-
ing to farmers,” he al-
leged. He pointed to me-
dia reports that earlier spoke of
10-12 MLAs supporting Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar, which suddenly increased
to 70. “This clearly shows

MLA-buying. They have taken
signatures even from MLAs in
jail,” he added.

The Congress government, he
said, has failed to release com-
pensation for crop losses, de-
spite the Centre already provid-
ing its share. During the BJP’s
tenure, he claimed, compensa-
tion was given “three times
more” and without delay. Com-
menting on the political turbu-
lence within the Congress, Asho-
ka said Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah appears shaken. “The man
who once said he would be CM
for five years now says he will
listen to the high command,” he
remarked. He further criticized
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge, saying he holds the post
“only in name” and lacks real
authority.
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MP distributes aid to
families affected by
electricaccident

Davanagere
Two families suffered
damage to their homes
following a recent electric
short-circuit incident be-
hind the Sri Durgambika
Devi Temple in Davan-
agere. Visiting the site on
Monday morning, Mem-
ber of Parliament Dr.
Prabha Mallikarjun per-
sonally handed over com-
pensation checks of
¥50,000 each to the af-
fected families. She in-
quired about the welfare
and immediate needs of
the victims. During the
visit, Dr. Mallikarjun in-
structed authorities to re-
lease a grant of 2.7 lakh
from the municipal cor-
poration to help restore
the damaged homes. Mu-
nicipal commissioner Re-
nuka and other officials
were present on the occa-
sion, overseeing the pro-
cess and coordinating
with the families to en-
sure timely support and
rehabilitation.

Hassan couple
drowns while washing
clothesin canal

Hassan
A tragic incident occurred
in Nambihalli village of
Channarayapatna taluk
when a young couple
drowned in a canal while
washing clothes. The vic-
tims, Gopal (27) and
Deepu (24), had gone to
the Hemavati canal on
Sunday for laundry. While
washing, Deepu slipped
and fell into the water,
and Gopal immediately
jumped in to save her. Un-
fortunately, the canal was
flowing with a strong cur-
rent, and both were swept
away. When the couple
did not return home, fam-
ily members began
searching and found their
clothes on the canal
bank. They informed the
police, and fire depart-
ment personnel conduct-
ed a search. Gopal'’s body
was recovered, while the
search for Deepu contin-
ues. Police are investigat-
ing the incident.

Riftin Cong beganonCM’s

firstday in office:Bommai

Former CM Basavaraj Bommai claims split in Congress party began on
Siddaramaiah’s first day as CM, citing rebel versus compromise factions

MYSURU

Former Chief Minister and
MP Basavaraj Bommai has
claimed that a major rift with-
in the Congress party began
on the very day Siddaramaiah
assumed office. Speaking to
the media in Mysuru, Bom-
mai suggested that the current
political scenario is essential-
ly a battle between a “Rebel
Siddaramaiah” and a “Com-
promise Siddaramaiah.”

He remarked that the kind
of struggles he faced as Chief
Minister for five years should
not have arisen for Siddara-
maiah. According to Bommai,
if Siddaramaiah remains the
rebel, he would never relin-
quish power under any cir-

|

cumstances, whereas the com-
promise Siddaramaiah would
step aside when needed.
Bommai indicated that this
month will reveal how much
of his firmness Siddaramaiah
has retained. He reiterated
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that Siddaramaiah has always
been a rebel with a political
style rooted in assertiveness
and rigidity, raising the ques-
tion of whether his current
pursuit of power has led to a
change in his approach.

Addressing questions about
commission allegations
against the BJP government,
Bommai stated that investiga-
tions have proven the claims
to be false. He added that the
extent of commissions within
BJP departments is now well
known. Bommai emphasized
that the rift in Congress start-
ed the very day Siddaramaiah
came to power and has only
widened over time.

The former CM’s com-
ments reflect growing ten-
sions within Karnataka’s po-
litical landscape, highlighting
ongoing struggles for influ-
ence within the Congress and
contrasting leadership styles
between the party’s past and
present approaches.

HDK devotee

commits suicide
MANDYA

A devoted supporter of former
Chief Minister HD Kumaras-
wamy, Mahadevu (31) from
Devegowdanadoddi village in
Maddur, Mandya, tragically
ended his life due to personal
distress. Three days ago, Ma-
hadevu hanged himself, and
his family conducted the last
rites on Sunday.

As a loyal JDS worker, Ma-
hadevu had vowed not to
wear slippers until Kumaras-
wamy returned as Chief Min-
ister, demonstrating his un-
wavering support even after
the leader lost power. The
party and HD Kumaraswamy
expressed grief over his un-
timely death.

Following the incident,
Nikhil Kumaraswamy visited
the bereaved family to offer
condolences. He spoke to the
media, acknowledging Ma-
hadevu’s dedication, praying
for the family’s strength, and
promising support for their
livelihood.

Women must use educatlonal
power to drive change’

SHIVAMOGGA

“Women possess an extraor-
dinary strength rooted in
motherhood, and with the
weapon of education, they
must become catalysts of so-
cial change,” said Dr. Naga-
lakshmi Chaudhary of the
Karnataka State Women’s
Commission. She was ad-
dressing college students
during an interaction pro-
gramme held at Ambedkar
Bhavan on Monday. The
event was organised jointly
by the State Women’s Com-
mission, district administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, and the De-
partment of Collegiate Educa-
tion.

Dr. Chaudhary emphasised
that education is a powerful
tool that enables transforma-
tion. Citing Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar’s ideals—Educate, Orga-
nise, Agitate—she urged
young women to become ed-
ucated, remain united, and
assert their rights. She shared
that her own journey would
have been impossible without

education, stressing the need
for every girl to set a goal and
work tirelessly toward it. “As
Swami Vivekananda said,
dream of your goal every day
and work hard. Nothing can
be achieved without effort,”
she reminded the students.

Expressing concern about
excessive mobile phone use,
she warned that distraction
could derail ambitions. “Do
not become slaves to mobile
phones,” she said, advising
students to devote at least
three hours a day to studies
and cultivate a spirit of ser-
vice.

When students expressed
negative views about politics,
Dr. Chaudhary insisted that
politics is a social responsibil-
ity and a medium for change.
She encouraged young wom-
en to participate actively, un-
derstand social issues, and
stay informed about govern-
ment schemes.

Highlighting rising cyber-
crimes targeting women, she
urged students to stay alert,
report blackmail or harass-
ment immediately, and use
helplines 1930 or 112.

Violence

supporters

MADIKERI

Tensions erupted between two
groups of spectators during a
football match in Virajpet
city, Kodagu district, on Sun-
day night. The match, held at
the Taluk ground, featured
players from Kandag village
in Kodagu and a team from
Kerala, and had been ongo-
ing for the past three days.
During the semi-final on
Sunday night, under flood-
lights, spectators in the gal-
lery began cheering and

breaks out between
during football match

taunting players with whis-
tles and sandals. Supporters
of the Kerala team urged
their team to win, while Ko-
dagu villagers backed their
local players.

The rivalry escalated into a
verbal altercation, which
soon turned physical. Some
spectators even started
throwing chairs, creating
panic at the venue.

Authorities arrived
promptly as the situation
worsened. Virajpet city po-
lice intervened to separate

both groups and restore or-
der. Following the interven-
tion, the match was allowed
to continue to the final stage
without further disruption.

The sudden clash caused
alarm among local residents,
raising concerns about crowd
control and safety during
sporting events. Police have
assured stricter supervision
and preventive measures to
avoid similar incidents in the
future, emphasizing the need
for calm and sportsmanship
among spectators.

Health pI’Q]e
delayed, KMERCL
orders action

CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Mining Envi-
ronment Restoration Corpora-
tion (KMERCL) held a prog-
ress review meeting on Mon-
day, chaired by Managing
Director Dr. Sanjay S. Bijjoor,
focusing on ongoing projects
under the CEPMIZED
scheme in mining-affected ta-
luks. Dr. Bijjoor emphasized
the need for strict monitoring
of the supplementary nutrition
program for students in gov-
ernment primary and high
schools, which has been im-
plemented over the past
month. He urged officials
from the School Education
and PM Poshan departments
to ensure timely and flawless
delivery of nutritious meals,
highlighting their importance
for children’s physical and
mental development.

The meeting also reviewed
ongoing construction and de-
velopment projects, including
health centers and student
hostels. Dr. Bijjoor expressed
dissatisfaction over delays in
building health centers, some
pending for two years, and
directed rapid completion to
provide quality healthcare.
Information was shared on
ongoing projects across Ho-
lalkere, Chitradurga, Hosadu-
rga, and Molakalmuru taluks,
including multiple health cen-

KMERCL reviews
nutrition, school, and
health projects in
mining-affected areas,
urging timely
completion, strict
monitoring, and proper
implementation for
community welfare

ters and staff quarters, with
instructions to expedite work.

Officials were instructed to
complete school building
projects promptly, ensuring
no duplication of work and
following proper approval
procedures. For housing proj-
ects, beneficiaries will be se-
lected based on the 2018 sur-
vey of homeless residents,
with village-level approvals
submitted to the district com-
mittee. All procedural guide-
lines are available on the
KMERCL website and must
be strictly followed.

District officials, including
DC T. Venkatesh, ZP CEO Dr.
S. Akash, Chief Project Offi-
cer C.S. Gayatri, Deputy For-
est Conservator Gopyanayak,
and other departmental offi-
cers attended, discussing proj-
ect monitoring, fund utiliza-
tion, and timely completion
strategies to ensure sustain-
able development and welfare
in mining-affected areas.

Steps launched to stop sewage flowing into Cauvery River

MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar has instructed officials
to take immediate and effec-
tive measures to stop sewage
water from entering the Cau-
very River near the historic
Wellesley Bridge in Sriranga-
patna. The direction comes
after the Upalokayukta, upon
observing sewage flow into
the river, filed a suo motu
complaint.

Speaking at a meeting held
at the DC office to address the
issue, Dr. Kumar said a dedi-
cated committee will be
formed to oversee the con-
struction of a barrier to pre-

vent wastewater from flowing
directly into the river. Cur-
rently, sewage from the north-
ern part of Srirangapatna trav-
els from Rampal Road, joins
the Chikkahole water channel,
and eventually reaches the
river near Wellesley Bridge.
To tackle this, a retaining
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wall will be built near the
Wellesley Bridge water gate
to block contaminated water.
Additionally, another barrier
will be constructed near the
Ganapati Temple at Bidda-
kote. A new wet well will be
developed at a suitable loca-
tion, from which polluted wa-

ter will be pumped to the ex-
isting wet well near the tem-
ple. From there, it will be
transported to the STP plant
for scientific treatment.

Dr. Kumar noted that al-
though one barrier has already
been completed near the
bridge, the second could not
be built earlier due to flood-
ing. With water levels now
receding, the pending work
will be finished soon to en-
sure no sewage enters the
Cauvery. The meeting was
attended by Tahsildar Chetan
Yadav, engineers from the Ur-
ban Development Cell and
PWD, ZP officials, and other
department representatives.

‘Children should be responsible contrlbutors to society’

MANDYA

Senior Civil Judge and Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
Member-Secretary Anand M.
said that children are the true
strength of the nation and
must grow to make meaning-
ful contributions to society.
He was speaking after inau-
gurating Children’s Day
2025 celebrations held at
Gandhi Bhavan in Mandya,
organised jointly by the dis-
trict administration, Zilla
Panchayat, Child Protection
Directorate, District Legal
Services Authority, Child
Protection Unit, government
childcare institutions and
NGOs.

He emphasised that parents
and teachers play a crucial

role in shaping responsible
children. Recalling that Chil-
dren’s Day is celebrated on
the birth anniversary of In-
dia’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, he said
Nehru had immense affection
for children. Homes with
children are always filled
with joy, he added, stressing
that every citizen must en-
sure not only their own chil-
dren but all children grow
with good values and become
responsible citizens.

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar said children are like
divine beings, each gifted
with unique talent that must
be recognised and nurtured.
Often, social influences hin-
der children from realising
their potential, he noted, urg-

ing society to guide and pro-
tect them so they grow into
exemplary individuals. En-
suring equality, safety and
education for every child is
essential, he added.
Speakers highlighted that
children in childcare homes
often come from back-
grounds of neglect but pos-

BEEDI WORKERS PROTEST

sess great talent that must be
supported. Those who care
for and nurture such children
are performing noble service,
they said.

Children’s Day was later
celebrated with a cake-cutting
ceremony attended by offi-
cials, organisers and the chil-
dren.

Constitution Day
to be celebrated
in Chitradurga
on Nov 26

CHITRADURGA

Chitradurga district adminis-
tration will observe Constitu-
tion Day on November 26,
with a series of programmes
aimed at spreading aware-
ness about the values and
significance of the Indian
Constitution. According to
Deputy Commissioner T.
Venkatesh, the main event
will be held at 10:30 a.m. at
the Lidkar Bhavan near the
Tourist Bungalow in Chitra-
durga city.

As part of the celebrations,
a Constitution awareness ral-
ly has been organised across
several key streets of the city.
The procession will begin at
8 a.m. from the fort entrance
and move through Ka-
manabavi Layout, Karuvin-
akatte Circle, and the right
side of Jogimatti Road. From
there, it will pass through the
Sth Cross left turn on
Jogimatti Road, the Buddha
statue area, the Stadium, Sta-
dium Road, Old Vaishali Cir-
cle, Madakari Nayaka Circle,
and finally conclude at Dr
B.R. Ambedkar Circle.

A silver chariot carrying
the Preamble of the Constitu-
tion will be taken through the
rally route, symbolically
highlighting its importance.
At the programme venue,
students will display art-
works depicting various con-
stitutional themes.

Beedi workers protest demandlng pending wages

MANGALURU

Beedi workers in South Ca-
nara have launched an indefi-
nite dharna satyagraha, de-
manding payment of pending
minimum wages for the past
six years, including the re-
vised minimum wages imple-
mented from April 2024. The
protest is being led by the
South Karnataka Beedi Work-
ers Federation (CITU) and
began in front of the Mini
Vidhana Soudha.
Addressing the gathering,
Federation General Secretary
Balakrishna Shetty said a

meeting with the Labor Min-
ister and workers’ leaders is
scheduled for November 27.
If no decision is reached in
favor of the workers, they
plan to stage a sit-in at the La-

bor Commissioner’s office on
November 28.

The state government had
issued a minimum wage noti-
fication for beedi workers in
April 2018, setting the rate at

3210 per 1,000 beedis with an
additional 4 paise per point as
per the price index. Although
the notification was unani-
mously accepted, beedi own-
ers failed to comply, citing a
High Court stay, and did not
pay legally mandated wages.

A new minimum wage no-
tification was issued in Febru-
ary 2025, fixing the wage at
%270 per 1,000 beedis from
April 1, 2024, plus 3 paise per
point as per the price index,
amounting to 3301.92. How-
ever, beedi owners are paying
only ¥284.88, the workers al-
lege.

India has over three crore
beedi workers across 13
states, with 95% being wom-
en, working in rolling, label-
ing, and leaf collection. De-
spite generating significant
tax revenue, the government
has failed to ensure fair wag-
es, favoring employers in-
stead. The protest was joined
by CITU District President
B.M. Bhatt, Federation lead-
ers Sunil Kumar Bajal, K. Ya-
dav Shetty, Vasanth Achari,
Treasurer Sadashiv Das, and
M. Devadas, with Federation
President Sukumar Tokkotu
welcoming the participants.
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Tech clinic
training for
entrepreneurs

Chitradurga
A two-day training pro-
gramme on “Technology
Clinic” will be held on No-
vember 28 and 29 for in-
dustrial entrepreneurs in
Chitradurga. The event is
being organised jointly by
the Department of Indus-
tries and Commerce, Dis-
trict Industries Centre,
Karnataka Technical Con-
sultancy Organisation
(TECSOK), and KCTU un-
der the Central Govern-
ment’s RAMP scheme.
The sessions will focus on
technological aspects of
the renowned Mo-
lakalmuru saree industry.
The training will be con-
ducted from10amto 5
pm at the second floor of
Panchajanya Complex, in
front of Sarvodaya
School, Molakalmuru. Of-
ficials have urged all in-
dustrial entrepreneurs to
participate and make ef-
fective use of the pro-
gramme, District Indus-
tries Centre Joint Director
B. Anand said.

CMinaugurates development
projects worth 21 lakh crore

Siddaramaiah launched over 2,000 projects worth 21 lakh crore statewide,
reportedly countering Opposition claims of an ‘empty treasury’

CHIKKABALLAPUR

In a spectacular show of de-
velopment blitz, Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Monday inaugurated and
laid foundation stones for
over 2,000 projects cumula-
tively worth more than X1
lakh crore across the state,
with several mega schemes
unveiled in Chikkaballapura
district’s Shidlaghatta taluk.
Speaking at the event, the
CM directly countered the
Opposition’s repeated charge
that “the Congress govern-
ment has an empty treasury.”
He declared, “To those who
say the treasury is empty, we
are answering with %1 lakh
crore worth of development
works through guaranteed
schemes and other projects.
Our government has not only
spent over X1 lakh crore on
guarantee schemes so far but
is simultaneously executing

development works of similar
magnitude.”

Highlighting today’s
achievements, he said the
newly inaugurated Hi-Tech
Rose Garden Market will ben-
efit rose growers across the
entire state, while multiple
high-value projects in Shid-
laghatta demonstrate the gov-
ernment’s rapid pace of devel-

opment. “We promised and
we delivered. Guarantees are
being implemented exactly as
announced,” he asserted.

The CM revealed that the
state has already spent more
than X1 lakh crore on five
guarantee schemes and is si-
multaneously pushing devel-
opment across sectors includ-
ing irrigation, urban and rural

development, and welfare.
“Our government is bringing
development and welfare
schemes directly to people’s
doorsteps,” he said, promising
a new Vidhana Soudha-like
complex for Shidlaghatta
soon.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, District In-
charge Minister M.C. Sudha-
kar, several MLAs, MLCs,
district officials, and thou-
sands of citizens attended the
grand event. The day-long
program included inaugura-
tion of the Hi-Tech Silk Co-
coon Market, drinking water
projects for 164 villages un-
der H.N. Valle Phase-3, and
distribution of benefits to var-
ious sections.

With Monday’s massive de-
velopment push, the Congress
government has thrown down
the gauntlet to its critics, us-
ing concrete projects as its
most powerful response.
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petial prayers offered

seeking to see DK
Shivakumar as CM

RAMANAGARA

Supporters of Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar in
his home district have per-
formed special prayers, urg-
ing the Congress high com-
mand to appoint him as Kar-
nataka’s next Chief Minister.
The event took place on Mon-
day at the Jalasiddeshwara
Swamy Temple in Bilagumba
village of Ramanagara taluk.

Shivakumar’s followers or-
ganised a special puja and
anna dasoha, saying he has
diligently fulfilled all respon-
sibilities assigned to him as
Deputy Chief Minister and
KPCC President. They noted
that he works tirelessly for the
party and has always stood by
the Congress during difficult
times, earning the reputation
of the party’s “trouble-shoot-
er”. Supporters insisted that
his dedication should be rec-
ognised by making him Chief
Minister.

Youth Congress leader
Sunil said Shivakumar has
built the party brick by brick

despite numerous challenges.
He argued that it is unfair for
someone else to enjoy power
while Shivakumar toils for the
organisation. He urged Rahul
Gandhi to intervene immedi-
ately and honour the commit-
ment made to Shivakumar.

Block Congress President
and Ramanagara Urban De-
velopment Authority Chair-
man A.B. Chetan Kumar said
Shivakumar has served the
Congress for over 40 years
and played a crucial role in
bringing the party back to
power. He said the high com-
mand must reward his hard
work.

Another youth leader, San-
tosh, said Siddaramaiah is
respected statewide, but lead-
ers must keep their promises.
He expressed confidence that
the high command will not
sideline Shivakumar. Citing
party tradition of appointing
KPCC presidents as Chief
Ministers, he said Shivakumar
deserves the position for his
contribution during the elec

Children shine at Kalapratibhotsava

T.K. Shanthappa elected as prez
of taluk Krishika Samaj

RAMANAGARA

Advocate T.K. Shanthappa
has been elected unopposed
as the new president of the
Ramanagara Taluk Krishika
Samaj. The election was held
on Monday at the Taluk Agri-
culture Department premises
to fill the vacancy created by
the resignation of former
president A. Srinivas. As no
other nomination was filed,
the election officer, Assistant
Director of the Agriculture
Department H.R. Pramod Ku-
mar, declared Shanthappa
elected.

Members and leaders of the
Krishika Samaj congratulated
Shanthappa at the organisa-
tion’s office. After assuming
the post, he expressed grati-
tude, saying he was humbled
by the trust placed in him. He
highlighted that the Krishika
Samaj currently lacks its own

land and building, and secur-
ing a site is a top priority. He
said all members would joint-
ly appeal to MLA Igbal Hus-
sain, former MLA K. Raju,
concerned ministers, and se-
nior officials to grant land for
the organisation. He ex-
pressed confidence that their
request would receive posi-
tive consideration.
Shanthappa added that gov-
ernment grants for the Samaj
were insufficient and that ef-
forts would be made to secure
increased funding. He prom-
ised to work for better market
access for farmers, improved
infrastructure, and more atten-
tion to agricultural issues
from the government. He as-
sured that all benefits and
schemes provided by the state
would be delivered honestly
and effectively to farmers.
District Krishika Samayj
President Ittamadu B. Go-

pal, speaking on the occa-
sion, said agriculture is
gaining prominence today
and many who once dis-
missed farming now depend
on it. He noted that both
state and central govern-
ments are extending strong
support to farmers, and de-
partments must ensure that
accurate information reaches
them. The district Samaj, he
said, continues to guide
farmers and promote agri-
cultural activities.

The event was attended by
Assistant Director Pramod
Kumar, Taluk Vice-Presi-
dent Revalingayya (Appa-
janna), and members K.
Shivalingayya, A. Srinivas,
S.T. Prem Kumar, Put-
tagouramma, Lakshmi
Narayan, N. Sridhar, Nagara-
ju, Muttaraju, Gangadhar,
Uday Kumar, Doddamare-
gowda, and others.

Y A .
Assurances fro
MLA and DC ends
farmers’ hunger strike

NARGUND

Farmers in Nargund ended
their indefinite hunger strike
on Monday after MLA N.H.
Konaraddi and Deputy Com-
missioner Divya Prabhu visit-
ed the protest site and assured
them that the government is
taking steps to begin the pro-
curement of maize under the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) scheme.

The farmers had been stag-
ing a sit-in and fasting for
three consecutive days, de-
manding immediate procure-
ment of their produce.

MLA Konaraddi informed
the farmers that he had per-
sonally discussed the matter
with Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and emphasized that
the state government is com-
mitted to purchasing maize,
regardless of pending approv-
als from the Centre. He ex-
plained that technical reasons
had caused delays, but steps
were being taken to resolve
them. Ministers H.K. Patil
and Chalavadi Swamy have
been sent to Delhi to clear
procedural hurdles, and pro-
curement centers will be
opened soon, he assured. He
requested the farmers to with-
draw the hunger strike.

Deputy Commissioner
Divya Prabhu also addressed
the farmers, stating that senior
government officials, includ-
ing Principal Secretary Shali-
ni Rajneesh, are actively
working on expediting maize
procurement. She added that
the administration under-
stands the seriousness of the
issue and is committed to re-
solving it at the earliest. She
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Farmer leader Shankar
Ambali announced that
the hunger strike was
withdrawn based on
assurances that
procurement centers
would open soon. He
warned that if no
action is taken within
seven days, a district-
wide bandh and
intensified protests will
follow

highlighted that Dharwad dis-
trict was among the first to
conduct crop-loss assessments
and release compensation,
with Nargund receiving early
relief. More compensation
will follow in the next phase.

The DC stated that nearly
%65 crore has already been
credited to farmers’ accounts,
and additional funds will be
transferred soon. She ac-
knowledged that some farm-
ers had not received payments
due to technical issues, but
instructions have been issued
to taluk-level officials to ad-
dress these promptly. Farmers
were urged to contact the
tahsildar’s office or the dis-
trict toll-free number for as-
sistance.

She further explained that
heavy rains had affected the
quality of pulses and maize,
creating challenges in pro-
curement. Out of nearly 9,000
farmers who registered to sell
pulses, only 76 could be pro-
cured due to quality issues.
The matter has been escalated
to district and central author-
ities for urgent resolution.

Navalgund launches MSP procurement centre for hesaru kalu

NAVALGUND

The government has officially
launched the procurement of
hesaru kalu (green gram) un-
der the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) scheme by inau-
gurating a crop procurement
centre at the Primary Rural
Agricultural Credit Coopera-
tive Society in Shirkol village
of Navalgund taluk.

With the opening of this
centre, farmers can now sell

their produce directly to the
government at the assured
support price, bringing
much-needed relief to grow-
ers affected by market fluctu-
ations.

During the inauguration,
Society President Shekhar-
gouda Kabbar and
Vice-President Dharmappa
K. Gaaniger welcomed
farmers and assured them
that the centre would operate
transparently to ensure

smooth procurement. They
emphasised that the MSP
scheme is intended to pro-
tect farmers from distress
sales and urged growers to
make full use of the facility.

Somanna Baliger, President
of the Taluk Farmers’ Associ-
ation, highlighted that the
establishment of the procure-
ment centre was a
long-standing demand of lo-
cal farmers, especially after
recent crop loss and market

instability. He appreciated
the timely intervention of the
authorities in setting up the
centre in Shirkol, which will
benefit farmers from sur-
rounding villages as well.
Several society members,
including Erappa Karni, Mal-
likarjun Gaaniger, Mallikar-
jun Patil, Shivashankarappa
Hooli, Ajjappa Moraba, Gu-
rappa Rayagonnawar, Nagap-
pa Talawar, Leelavati V. Shi-
raguppi, Secretary Manju-

nath Gaaniger, Malatesh
Hanchinal, Yallappa Yad-
awad, Limbanna Gaaniger,
Parappa Gaaniger, Adivappa
Gaaniger, Siddappa, and M.
M. Mulla, were present on
the occasion.

Their participation marked
a strong show of community
support, reinforcing the im-
portance of govern-
ment-backed procurement in
strengthening farmers’ liveli-
hood security.

with vibrant performances

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Traditional Indian art forms reflect
harmony, unity, and emotional ful-
filment, and it is the responsibility
of every citizen to preserve and
promote these cultural treasures,
said Karnataka Janapada Academy
President Gollahalli Shivaprasad.
He was speaking after inaugurating
the Kalapratibhotsava organised by
the Department of Kannada and

Culture at Kannada Bhavana.

Shivaprasad emphasised that art
plays a vital role in easing stress
and creating balance in life. For
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|, MOHAMMED NOORULLA,
Resident of No 676/ 967/

2, 2nd Cross, Old M.C.
Road, Shankar Pura,
Mandya-571401 have changed
my name to NOORULLA, Vide
Affidavit Dated: 24.11.2025
before notary G DAYANANDA,
Bengaluru.

 NAME CHANGE

|, BALKISHUNNISA, Resident
of No 676/ 967/ 2, 2nd Cross,
Old M.C. Road, Shankar Pura,
Mandya-571401 have changed
my name to BALKIS UNNISA
Vide Affidavit Dated: 24.11.2025
before notary G DAYANANDA,

|, ASGAR AL, resident of No.
105, 5th Cross, P & T Colony,
Venkateshpuram, A.C. Post,
Bengaluru-560045, have
changed my Minor Son’s name
from MOHAMMED ADNAN
ASGAR to MOHAMMED
ADNAN, vide affidavit dated:
24.11.2025, before Notary
SUMITHRA.N, Bengaluru.
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 NAME CHANGE

|, MYMUNA BI, Resident of No
365/ D, 4th Cross, BMP Layout,
Vijayanagar, Bangalore-560040,
have changed my name to
MAIMUNA BI, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 24.11.2025 before notary
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| MAHESH SHANKARAPPA
YANDIGERI S/O
SHANKARAPPA YANDIGERI,
R/O No. 43. Anugraha, 11th
Main Balaji Enclave, Near Sai
Aster Apartments, Ananthapura,
Yelahanka, Bengaluru,
Karnataka - 560064, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as MAHESH
YANDIGERI.
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Officials Arunamma and Ven-
katesh from the department also
attended.

The panel of judges included
Divya Shivanarayan, Kavita,
Shrilakshmi, Shantala Aras, S.N.
Manjunath, B.P. Lokesh, Dance
Srinivas, Ashok Babu, So-
mashekar, Mahalingayya Mathad,
Nagalingayya Vastrad, Kishore
Kumar, Chalapathi Gowda, and
Venu. Their presence added value
to the vibrant cultural showcase,
which saw enthusiastic perfor-
mances from children across the
district.

ber of artists and students to take
part is equally important, and this
festival has succeeded in doing that.

Film playback singer Mohan
Kumar entertained the audience
with a medley of traditional folk
songs. Assistant Director of the
Kannada and Culture Department,
D.M. Ravikumar, presented an
overview of the Kalapratibhotsava.

Several dignitaries were present,
including Theatre Academy mem-
ber K.V. Nayak, District Kannada
Sahitya Parishat President Prof
Kodirangappa, and artists So. Su.
Nagendranath and Dyaveerappa.

students in particular, artistic activ-
ities help build mental stability and
concentration. He said cultural
programmes and talent festivals
should be held regularly in
schools, colleges, and public spac-
es. Art forms passed down by ear-
lier generations must continue to
be celebrated and kept alive, he
added.

Folk artist and Rangabhoomi
Award winner Nagaraj also spoke,
praising the organisers for ensuring
strong participation. He said that
hosting cultural events is not
enough—encouraging a large num-
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Bihar battles
cold, fog,and
pollution

Patna
The onset of wintersin
Bihar has seen marked
increase in fog as well
as increase in pollution
to alarming levels. The
Meteorological Depart-
ment has also issued a
warning that minimum
temperatures may fall
by 2—4°C due to the
north-westerly winds.
According to the IMD,
night temperaturesin
several districts may
slip below 10°C, while
dense morning fog is
expected to reduce visi-
bility to around 600
meters. With the drop in
temperature, air pollu-
tion levels have wors-
ened across many parts
of the state. Hajipur in
Vaishali district classi-
fied as an industrial
belt, has once again
emerged as one of the
most polluted locations.

India thanks UAE govt for
support over plane crash
during Dubai Air Show

New Delhi
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on Mon-
day thanked the UAE’s
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs for offering condo-
lences over the plane
crash during the Dubai
Air Show in Dubali,
which resulted in the
death of an Indian Air
Force (IAF) pilot, Wing
Commander Namansh
Syal. Wing Commander
Namansh Syal died in a
Tejas fighter jet crash at
the Dubai Air Show on
Friday. He was a resi-
dent of Kangra district in
Himachal Pradesh. In a
statement shared on X,
the MEA stated, Thank
you for your solidarity
UAE’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. We appreci-
ate the sentiments of
the Government and
people of UAE.

‘India sees big scope
for tie-up with Canada
in critical minerals’

New Delhi
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Pi-
yush Goyal said on Mon-
day that India sees con-
siderable scope for col-
laboration with Canada
in critical minerals, min-
eral processing technol-
ogies, clean energy and
supply-chain diversifica-
tion. Addressing the In-
do-Canadian Business
Chamber here, the min-
ister further stated that
India offers strong ad-
vantages in emerging
technologies such as ar-
tificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing, machine
learning and next-gener-
ation data centres, sup-
ported by the world’s
largest annual pool of
STEM graduates.

CM Bhupendra Patel Inaugurates
Saurashtra’s Longest Flyover

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel inaugurated Jamnagar’s longest
flyover, promising major traffic relief and improved urban connectivity

JAMNAGAR

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel on Monday inau-
gurated Saurashtra’s longest
flyover in Jamnagar, a major
urban infrastructure project
constructed at a cost of more
than %226 crore. The four-
lane elevated corridor stretch-
es 3,750 metres from the
iconic Subhash Bridge to the
busy Saat Rasta Circle, offer-
ing long-awaited relief from
persistent congestion across
some of the city’s most
crowded junctions. Officials
said the flyover will dramati-
cally improve movement to-
wards key destinations in-
cluding Dwarka, Reliance,
Nayara, GSFC and Rajkot
Road.

Jamnagar has long strug-
gled with traffic bottlenecks

around Nagnath Junction,
Grain Market, Bedi Gate and
Three Darwaja. The new cor-
ridor connecting Subhash
Bridge, Saat Rasta Circle and
Lal Bangla Circle is expected
to ease this daily pressure, re-
sulting in quicker and
smoother commutes for thou-
sands of residents. Authorities
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noted that the project will also
help reduce traffic jams, low-
er fuel consumption and save
valuable travel time for the
city’s growing population.
Beyond improving mobili-
ty, the project is notable for
its extensive development of
public amenities in the un-
der-space below the flyover.

Spread across 61 bays, the

area includes parking capacity
for over 1,200 vehicles—

comprising 850 two-wheelers,
250 four-wheelers, 100 rick-

shaws, 100 other vehicles and

26 buses. Additional facilities

include pay-and-use toilets at

four locations, a labour facil-

itation centre, dedicated

sports activity zones across 10

bays, seating areas at multiple
points and designated food

zones, transforming the un-
der-bridge stretch into a vi-
brant public utility space.

The inauguration event saw

the presence of Minis-
ter-in-Charge Arjun Modhwa-
dia, Minister of State for Ed-

ucation Rivaba Jadeja, MP

Poonam Madam, Mayor Vi-

nod Khimsuriya, district and
municipal officials, MLAs

and other dignitaries.

Madhya Pradesh Minister Vishwas Sarang criticised Jamiat chief Arshad Madani,
accusing him of defending terrorists and promoting divisions

MP Minister Vishwas Sarang Criticises
Jamiat Chief Arshad Madani

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Vishwas Sarang on Monday
strongly condemned Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind chief Maula-
na Arshad Madani, calling it
unfortunate that an Islamic
scholar is protecting terror-
ists. His remarks came amid
a nationwide controversy
triggered by Madani’s com-
ments alleging discrimina-
tion against Muslims during
security investigations
linked to recent incidents.
Sarang said that individu-
als promoting appeasement
and communalism were at-
tempting to sow religious
discord across the country.
The BJP minister asserted
that Madani’s statements
amounted to advocating

Madels AW
protection for terrorists at a
time when security agencies
had presented clear evi-
dence linking certain indi-
viduals or organisations to
terror-related activities.
Anyone acting against the
nation or supporting terror-
ism will not be spared, Sa-
rang stated, emphasising
that India would not tolerate
any attempts to shield those
involved in anti-national
acts.

The controversy began
after Madani’s address at a
session held at the Jamiat
headquarters in New Delhi
on Saturday. During his
speech, the Jamiat chief al-
leged that Muslims in India
face discrimination, refer-
encing multiple investiga-
tions into Al Falah Univer-
sity following the recent car
blast near Delhi’s historic
Red Fort. He contrasted the
situation with global exam-
ples, noting that Muslims
such as Zohran Mamdani in
New York and a Khan in
London could become may-
ors, while in India, Muslims
allegedly struggle to attain
positions like university
vice-chancellors.

Madani had stated, The
world thinks that Muslims
have been crippled and fin-

ished. I don’t believe so.
Today, a Muslim, Mamdani,
can become the mayor of
New York, a Khan can be-
come mayor of London;
whereas in India, no one
can even become a univer-
sity vice chancellor. His re-
marks sparked strong reac-
tions across political circles,
with several leaders accus-
ing him of spreading misin-
formation and attempting to
inflame communal
sentiments.

Sarang’s sharp criticism
adds to the growing politi-
cal backlash, with the
controversy expected to
fuel further debate on com-
munal harmony, national
security, and the responsi-
bilities of community lead-
ers in shaping public
discourse.

Growth in Afghan trade despite Pak routes closure

NEW DELHI

A World Bank document has
shown that despite the closure
of trade routes with Pakistan,
Afghanistan’s exports in-
creased by 13 per cent in Oc-
tober compared to September,
where India was the largest
importer, receiving 50 per
cent of Kabul’s total exports
last month.

Reportedly, on November
24, quoted the bank’s Afghan-
istan Economic Monitor, also
mentioning that imports in-
creased by two per cent in
October compared to Septem-
ber, exceeding USD 1.1 bil-
lion.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Economy has em-

phasised that increasing ex-
ports and reducing imports
are key priorities of the coun-
try’s economic policy, and
alternative trade routes are
being ex- _
plored to -
meet these
goals. o e ot

According FaW B
to the World !
Bank, total
exports §
reached USD

1.1 billion
during the first seven months
of FY2025, up 10 per cent
from USD 0.96 billion during
the same period in FY2024.
India, said the document,
emerged as Afghanistan’s
largest export destination, ac-

counting for 50 per cent of
monthly exports in October
and 38.3 per cent of cumula-
tive exports.

Uzbekistan also expanded

its share to
| six per cent
. during the
¢ first seven
7% 5 months of
the fiscal
year. How-
ever, Paki-
stan, which
the monitor
pointed out as historically the
top market, saw its share fall
to 35.8 per cent, with monthly
export halving in October.
Continued border closures
could push this share even
lower, it added.

Youth in Kolkata hotel murdered
over monetary dispute

KOLKATA

Investigation into the murder of a youth in a hotel room in the
Kasba area of south Kolkata revealed that a dispute over mon-
ey between the two parties, who met through a dating app, was

the reason for the killing.

Police sources said on Monday that a young man named
Dhruba Saha (20) and a young woman named Komal Saha (20)
had checked into the hotel with IT professional Adarsh Losalka
(33) at a hotel in the Kasba area on Friday night. On Saturday
afternoon, Losalka's body was found naked and his legs tied up.
The police said there was a deep injury on his head and that his
death was due to asphyxiation.

On Sunday evening, the police arrested both Dhruba and
Komal, who claimed to be a content writer for a dating app, on
charges of murdering Losalka.

Investigation into the case revealed that Komal was an escort

and Dhruba is her agent.

A senior officer of Kolkata Police said that it was Komal who
had met Losalka on the dating app and fixed the meeting at the

hotel following a long chat.

According to the police, Komal is a resident of Barrackpore
in North 24 Parganas district, while Dhruba is a resident of
Nadia district. Both lived together at East Sinthee in the Dum
Dum area, on the northern outskirts of Kolkata. The police said
they subsequently surrendered themselves and confessed to the

murder.

This monthly Afghanistan

Economic Monitor is part of

Afghanistan Futures, the

World Bank’s programme of

research, monitoring, and an-
alytical reports on the Afghan
economy and society. Afghan-
istan Futures, according to the
organisation, seeks to inform
the international policy dia-
logue as the international

community assesses how it

can support the people of Af-

ghanistan. The Afghanistan

Economic Monitor joins the
regular surveys on the private

sector, household welfare, and

gender, as well as the sectoral
reports that inform the Af-
ghanistan Development Up-
date, a biannual flagship
report.
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Ministers Begin Taking
Charge in Newly Formed
Nitish Kumar Govt,
Outline Key Priorities

PATNA

With portfolio allocations fi-
nalised in the newly constitut-
ed Nitish Kumar government,
ministers have begun formal-
ly taking charge of their re-
spective departments, mark-
ing the first phase of adminis-
trative mobilisation under the
new NDA-led dispensation.
On Monday, senior JDU lead-
er Bijendra Yadav assumed
office as the head of the Li-
quor Prohibition Department.
Reaffirming the government's
commitment to Bihar’s exist-
ing ban on alcohol, Yadav
said the prohibition policy
would continue without dilu-
tion. He added that the depart-
ment would soon conduct re-
view meetings to identify
implementation gaps and
strengthen enforcement mech-
anisms on the ground.

Surendra Mehta also took
charge of the Animal Hus-
bandry and Fisheries Depart-
ment. Expressing gratitude to
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
he said the department would
work on a structured roadmap
to support cattle rearers and
fisheries farmers. Mehta not-
ed that consultations with de-
partmental officers would
help identify priority areas to
improve productivity and
welfare measures.

Sanjay Singh Tiger, the
newly appointed Minister of
Labour Resources, highlight-
ed skill development and la-
bour welfare as his immediate
focus areas. He stated that
ongoing departmental projects

Newly appointed
ministers in Nitish
Kumar’s cabinet formally
assumed charge,
outlining priorities for
governance and
departmental
improvements

would be accelerated and that
a comprehensive review
meeting would soon be held
to streamline targets and fi-
nalise action plans. We have
set targets and will achieve
them. Our focus is on promot-
ing skill development pro-
grams in Bihar and ensuring
the welfare of labourers, he
said.

Nitin Nabin formally as-
sumed charge as the Minister
of Road Construction and em-
phasised the need to prioritise
modern infrastructure devel-
opment to support the state’s
economic growth.

Earlier on Saturday, several
other ministers had taken of-
fice, including Dilip Jaiswal
who assumed the Industries
Ministry. Nitish Kumar’s
close aide Ashok Choudhary
took charge of the Rural Work
Department, while Deepak
Prakash.

TVK functionaries appear before
CBI in Karur stampede case

CHENNAI

Key functionaries of the Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
appeared before the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
in Karur on Monday, as the
probe into the September 27
stampede that claimed 41 lives
continues to widen. Party gen-
eral secretary N. ‘Bussy’
Anand and general secretary

(election campaign manage-

ment) Aadhav Arjuna
reached the CBI’s camp
office in response to
summonses issued by
the investigators. They
were accompanied by
TVK Karur West district secre-
tary K.P. Mathiyazhagan and
senior functionary M.C. Poun-
raj, sources said.

The CBI recorded their
statements as part of its inves-
tigation into the tragic inci-
dent that unfolded during a
massive rally addressed by
TVK founder and actor Vijay
in Karur.

The rally, which drew tens
of thousands of supporters,
ended in a fatal stampede near
the venue’s exit points, leav-
ing 41 people dead and sever-
al others injured. The probe is
being monitored by a commit-
tee appointed by the Supreme

Court, underscoring the seri-
ousness with which the case
is being handled.

According to officials, in-
vestigators are examining the
organisational preparedness
of the event, crowd manage-
ment protocols, permissions
obtained from authorities, and
the sequence of events that
led to the deadly crush.

The CBI is also analysing
video footage, security ar-
rangements, and com-
munication between
district-level organ-
isers and the party’s
central leadership.
The agency has been
summoning functionaries in
batches to piece together a
clearer picture of how the sit-
uation spiralled out of control.
Monday’s appearance by top
TVK office-bearers is seen as
a key step in understanding
decision-making at the high-
est level of the party’s cam-
paign machinery.

Earlier, on November 3, a
CBI team visited the TVK
headquarters in Panaiyur,
Chennai, as part of the same
investigation. Joint general
secretary C.T.R. Nirmal Ku-
mar told journalists that offi-
cers sought detailed records
related to the Karur rally.

Ayodhya Gears Up for Historic Flag-Hoisting at Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Mandir as Leaders Highlight Significance

AYODHYA

Ayodhya is witnessing an at-
mosphere of anticipation and
devotion as preparations
reach their peak ahead of
Tuesday’s historic flag-hoist-
ing ceremony at the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Mandir. Senior
leaders, seers, and members
of the temple trust have high-
lighted the spiritual and cul-
tural significance of the mo-
ment, marking yet another
major milestone in the ongo-
ing revival of Ayodhya’s sa-
cred heritage.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak ex-
pressed pride in the occasion,
noting that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will hoist the
flag during the ceremony. On

22 January 2024, PM Modi
inaugurated the Ram Lalla
Temple, he said, adding that
Tuesday’s event reflects the
continued spiritual resurgence
of the holy city. Temple au-
thorities have also confirmed
the sanctity and grandeur
planned for the ceremony.

Champat Rai, General Sec-
retary of the Shri Ram Mandir
Trust, said that Prime Minis-
ter Modi, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernor and Chief Minister will
be present at the event. He
added that hoisting the flag
atop the Janmabhoomi
Mandir holds deep symbolic
value for millions of
devotees.

Offering insight into the
Prime Minister’s longstanding

association with the Ram
Mandir movement, Govind
Dev Giri Maharaj, Treasurer
of the Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust,
said that PM Modi has always

remained a devoted pracharak
of the RSS. The temple was a
clear objective, and he has
fulfilled that mission, he not-
ed. He recalled the Prime
Minister’s respectful engage-

ment with trust members, of-
ten seeking their views and
offering guidance when
needed.

Meanwhile, Ayodhya’s mu-
nicipal corporation has deco-
rated roads and dividers with
flower petals as the city pre-
pares for a massive vehicle
procession accompanying the
ceremony.

Gopal Rao, Special Invitee
Member of the Trust,
said preparations are in
full swing. Tomorrow, the
ceremonial wedding of Ram
and Janki will take place,
with events scheduled for the
evening. This year, we will
hold a symbolic celebration
and plan to celebrate it with
full grandeur next year, he
added.
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CPI(M) likely
towin14 seatsin
local body polls

Thiruvananthapuram
Even before polling for the
Kerala local body elections,
scheduled in two phases
on December 9 and 11th,
the CPI(M)-led Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) has al-
ready secured unopposed
victories in 14 wards in Kan-
nur district. The wins come
following a series of nomi-
nation paper cancellations,
withdrawals, and allega-
tions of forged signatures
and coercion, leaving LDF
candidates without any ri-
vals in several wards. Mon-
day was the last day for
withdrawal of nominations.
In Anthoor Municipality and
Kannapuram Grama
Panchayat alone, LDF can-
didates have been elected
unopposed in 11 wards.

Madras HC questions
30 pcinterest charged
by film financiers

Chennai
The Madras High Court, on
Monday, opened a crucial
discussion on the legality
and ethicality of steep in-
terest rates charged by film
financiers, saying that rates
as high as 30 per cent per
annum could amount to
exploitation evenin
high-value commercial
transactions. The court’s
intervention comes in the
backdrop of a long-running
financial dispute between
actor-producer Vishal Kr-
ishna Reddy and Lyca Pro-
ductions. A division bench
of Justices S.M. Subrama-
niam and Mohammed
Shaffig, hearing an appeal
filed by Vishal, signalled
concern over the prevalent
practice in the Tamil film
industry where lenders of-
tenimpose heavy interest
rates on loans extended to
producers and actors.

Gita Mahotsav begins
in Kurukshetra amid
vedic mantras

Kurukshetra
Amid the sound of Vedic
mantras and conch shells,
the International Gita Ma-
hotsav on Monday com-
menced with great fervour,
where the sacred Bhaga-
vad Gita was ceremoni-
ously worshipped. With
the grand worship (ma-
hapoojan) of the Gita and
the chanting of its verses,
the Mahotsav was formal-
ly inaugurated in the pres-
ence of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh. The entire
atmosphere around Brah-
ma Sarovar was filled with
the divine vibrations of
Gita recitations. At the Pu-
rushottampura Bagh, near
Brahma Sarovar, guests
were welcomed amidst
Vedic chants. Folk artists
from various states of the
country, dressed in their
regional attire.

Assam Accelerates Police
Infrastructure Development

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma highlighted major police infrastructure
upgrades underway to enhance safety and strengthen state security.

GUWAHATI

Assam is intensifying its ef-
forts to build a stronger and
more efficient policing sys-
tem, with Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma announc-
ing a series of large-scale in-
frastructure projects aimed at
improving law and order
across the state. Sharing up-
dates on social media plat-
form X, the Chief Minister
said that the government is
committed to creating safer
communities by investing
heavily in modern facilities,
upgraded equipment, and en-
hanced police capabilities.
Sarma revealed that 16 new
police housing projects are

currently being developed to
provide improved living con-
ditions for police personnel
and their families. According
to him, better housing directly
contributes to higher morale,
improved operational readi-
ness and a more motivated
force. Alongside these proj-
ects, five modern commando
battalions are also being

raised in different parts of As-
sam to strengthen the state’s
combat capabilities against
organised crime, insurgency
and emerging security chal-
lenges.

These initiatives are not just
about buildings or facilities;
they are about creating an
ecosystem where our police
force can function more effi-
ciently and effectively, the
Chief Minister said. He added
that with modern stations, up-
graded equipment and ad-
vanced training systems, the
government aims to deliver
greater protection and peace
to the people of Assam.

Sarma emphasised that
strong police infrastructure

plays a central role in boost-
ing public confidence, de-
terring criminal activities and
ensuring quick response
during emergencies. He noted
that over the past few years,
the state has intensified ef-
forts to modernise police sta-
tions, enhance forensic capa-
bilities, expand surveillance
networks and improve mobil-
ity through new vehicles and
technology-driven monitoring
mechanisms.

Security analysts, he said,
believe such sustained invest-
ments in infrastructure and
capacity-building have long-
term benefits, contributing
significantly to overall
stability.

Jharkhand civic
polls to be
completed by
March

RANCHI

The long-pending elections to
all 48 municipal corporations
and municipal bodies in
Jharkhand are set to be com-
pleted by March next year.
The Hemant Soren govern-
ment told the High Court on
Monday that it has made all
preparations for conducting
elections. The State Election
Commission (SEC) also sub-
mitted a sealed timeline to the
High Court during the hearing
on the matter on Monday.

The state government in-
formed the court that it has
completed all required for-
malities and handed over all
documents, including OBC
reservation details and popu-
lation data, to the Commis-
sion.

Advocate General Rajiv
Ranjan told the bench that the
State Election Commission
does not require any further
information from the govern-
ment. The SEC informed the
court that it would need at
least eight weeks to complete
election preparations, after
which the notification can be
issued, and the poll process
will be completed within 45
days.

Taking note of the submis-
sion, the High Court directed
the Commission to conduct
the elections as per the pro-
posed schedule. The next
hearing has been listed for
March 30.The direction came
during the hearing of a con-
tempt petition filed by peti-
tioners Roshni Khalkho and
Reena Kumari, who sought
compliance with the court’s
earlier order mandating time-
ly municipal elections.

Advocate Vinod Kumar
Singh presented the case on
behalf of the petitioner, while
Advocate Sumit Gadodia ap-
peared for the State Election
Commission.

INDIA-OMAN DEFENCE TIES

Tamil Nadu BJP has urged Home Minister Amit Shah to act
against Udhayanidhi Stalin for calling Sanskrit a dead language.

BJP Petitions Amit Shah Against
Udhayanidhi Stalin’s Remarks

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has lodged a formal complaint
with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, seeking immedi-
ate action against Deputy
Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin for his recent remarks
describing Sanskrit as a dead
language. The petition, sub-
mitted by BJP state spokes-
person A.N.S. Prasad, alleges
that Udhayanidhi’s comments
are derogatory, inflammatory,
and violative of constitutional
values.

According to the complaint,
Udhayanidhi repeatedly re-
ferred to Sanskrit as a seththa
mozhi (dead language) during
a book-release event in Chen-
nai. He also claimed that the
Union government’s promo-

tion of Sanskrit and Hindi
amounted to linguistic impo-
sition on Tamil. The BJP has
termed these statements fac-
tually incorrect and damaging
to the nation’s cultural and
linguistic harmony.

In the letter, Prasad empha-
sised that Sanskrit is included
in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution, globally rec-
ognised as a classical lan-
guage, and revered by mil-
lions of Hindus as the founda-
tion of Vedic literature and
temple traditions. To publicly

denigrate such a language is
to attack the spirit of the Con-
stitution and hurt the senti-
ments of millions, the petition
states. The party argued that
portraying Sanskrit as a threat
to Tamil fuels a false and di-
visive narrative, noting that
both languages have long co-
existed as integral parts of
India’s civilisational fabric.
The complaint further
warned that remarks from a
senior constitutional function-
ary like the Deputy Chief
Minister could disturb com-
munal harmony and disrupt
public order. In view of this,
the BJP has urged the Home
Ministry to conduct an imme-
diate inquiry and explore le-
gal action under IPC Sections
153A, 295A and 505, or cor-
responding provisions under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Justice J.K. Maheshwari nominated as
Chairman of Supreme Court Legal Services

NEW DELHI

Justice J.K. Maheshwari has
been nominated as the new
Chairman of the Supreme
Court Legal Services Com-
mittee (SCLSC), according to
a notification issued by the
National Legal Services Au-
thority (NALSA). The nomi-
nation was made on Sunday
by former Chief Justice of
India Justice Bhushan R. Ga-
vai, in exercise of powers un-
der Section 3A of the Legal
Services Authorities Act,
1987. In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Section 3A
of the Legal Services Author-
ities Act, 1987 (39 of 1987),
the Chief Justice of India is
pleased to nominate Justice

Jitendra Kumar Maheshwari,
Supreme Court Judge, as
Chairman of the Supreme
Court Legal Services Com-
mittee with effect from No-
vember 24, 2025, said the
notification published in the
Official Gazette by the NAL-
SA Member Secretary.

Justice Maheshwari suc-
ceeds Justice Vikram Nath,
who has recently been nomi-
nated as the NALSA Execu-
tive Chairman.

The Supreme Court Legal
Services Committee plays a
crucial role in ensuring access
to justice for economically
weaker and socially marginal-
ised groups seeking to ap-
proach the highest court of
the land.

H&g l

By providing free legal aid,
representation, and assistance,
the SCLSC aims to uphold
the Constitutional mandate
under Article 39A, which ob-
ligates the State to promote
justice on the basis of equal
opportunity and to ensure that
no citizen is denied the right
to approach the apex court on
grounds of lack of funds, so-
cial or economic backward-
ness, or any other disability.

Rabri Devi Seeks
Transfer of IRCTC
Scam, Related Cases

NEW DELHI

Former Bihar Chief Minister
Rabri Devi has filed an appli-
cation before the Principal
District and Sessions Judge at
Rouse Avenue Courts seeking
the transfer of four high-pro-
file cases from the court of
Special Judge Vishal Gogne.
The plea alleges that the
judge has demonstrated bias
and a lack of neutrality, creat-
ing what she describes as a
reasonable apprehension
of prejudice during the
proceedings.

The transfer petition covers
the IRCTC hotel scam case,
the alleged cash-for-jobs case,
and the corresponding money
laundering matters being in-
vestigated by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED). All
four cases are currently being
heard by Judge Gogne, who
on October 13 ordered the
framing of criminal conspira-
cy, cheating, and corruption
charges against RJD chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav, Rabri
Devi, her son Tejashwi Yadav,
and several others in the
IRCTC scam.

According to the applica-
tion, the Special Judge has
appeared unduly inclined to-
wards the prosecution, with
the plea citing multiple in-
stances from court interac-
tions and orders to support the
claim. Rabri Devi argues that
this conduct undermines her
confidence in receiving a fair
trial. In the interest of justice,

Rabri Devi has moved
Rouse Avenue Court
seeking transfer of four
cases, alleging bias by
the presiding judge.

equity, and fair play, the cases
need to be transferred to an-
other competent court, the
petition states, adding that her
apprehension is based on spe-
cific instances rather than
speculation.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, representing Rabri
Devi, informed Judge Gogne
on Monday that the transfer
application had been filed and
was expected to be heard
shortly. The move comes at a
challenging time for the Ya-
dav family, following a series
of legal setbacks.

The IRCTC hotel scam,
central to the ongoing cases,
allegedly took place between
2004 and 2009 when Lalu
Prasad served as Railway
Minister. Investigators claim
that two IRCTC hotels were
leased to a private firm in vi-
olation of norms, with prime
land in Patna purportedly
transferred to Lalu Prasad’s
family members and a benami
company in exchange.

Vijay Sinha vows strong
action against mafia after
taking charge of revenue

PATNA

Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Vijay Kumar Sinha on
Monday assumed charge
of the Revenue and Land
Reforms Department, an-
nouncing a tough, state-
wide crackdown on
land-related irregularities
and mafia activities. After
taking charge, Sinha held a
meeting with top officials
and directed them to inten-
sify action against
land-grabbing networks,
illegal occupations, docu-
ment forgery and middle-
men operating in the sec-
tor.

The minister made it
clear that the department
would now work with zero
tolerance towards any
form of land-related
wrongdoing.

I warn all land mafias—
if you are involved in any
illegal activity, stop imme-
diately. Strict action will
begin now, he said.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister noted that he had
briefly overseen this de-
partment earlier as well,

which gave him insight
into safeguarding govern-
ment land and the rights of
the people of Bihar.

He said the government
will now focus on compre-
hensive reforms—from the
field level to the state
headquarters. Sinha added
that Bihar has long suf-
fered from three major
criminal networks—the
sand mafia, the liquor ma-
fia and subsequently the
land mafia.

Just as reforms have tak-
en place in the mining de-
partment, we will also act
against the white-collar
individuals who patronise
crime and protect land ma-
fias, he said. Among prior-
ities, he said, will be en-
suring relief and support
for small and marginal
farmers by speeding up
land mutation, challan or-
ders and other land-related
processes. Sinha stressed
the need to bring complete
transparency to zonal of-
fices, which form the
backbone of the depart-
ment’s day-to-day func-
tioning.

India and Oman Reaffirm Defence
Partnershlp, Push Forward Military Logistics

NEW DELHI

India and Oman on Monday
advanced their longstanding
defence partnership through
comprehensive discussions
focused on military logistics,
maritime security, shipbuild-
ing and capacity-building ini-
tiatives. The meeting took
place between Chief of De-
fence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan and Oman’s
Ministry of Defence Secretary
General Mohammed Bin
Nasser Bin Ali Al-Zaabi, who
is in New Delhi for the 13th
Joint Military Cooperation
Committee (JMCC) meeting.

In a statement shared on X,
the Integrated Defence Staff
Headquarters said the talks
reaffirmed both countries’
commitment to enhancing co-
operation through progress on
the Military Logistic Com-
plex, greater collaboration in

shipbuilding, and Mainte-
nance, Repair and Overhaul
(MRO) activities. The two
sides also discussed strength-
ening training exchanges and
identifying avenues for ex-
panding defence exports.
The discussions additional-
ly covered bolstering mari-
time security, improving
mechanisms for border man-

agement and enabling
smoother operational turn-
around of Indian Navy plat-
forms. Officials explored the
need for streamlined clearanc-
es for Indian Navy and Indian
Air Force flights to support
the growing number of joint
operational engagements be-
tween the two nations.
Earlier in the day, Dr.

Al-Zaabi met Minister of
State for Defence Sanjay Seth
to review the progress of on-
going defence cooperation
initiatives. The Directorate of
Public Relations, Ministry of
Defence, noted that both lead-
ers reaffirmed their commit-
ment to advancing the part-
nership under a shared vision
of strategic cooperation.

India and Oman share a
deep defence relationship
spanning joint exercises, en-
hanced maritime coordina-
tion, training programs and
logistical collaboration.
Monday’s discussions signal
a renewed push to expand
these ties further, with both
sides recognising the strate-
gic importance of the western
Indian Ocean region and
the need for coordinated ef-
forts to ensure stability, oper-
ational readiness and mutual
security.

Shivraj Chouhan urges scientists to
focus on solvmg farmers woes

NEW DELHI

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Monday
urged scientists to fix research
priorities based on primary
challenges that farmers are
facing. Inaugurating the three-
day 6th International Agrono-
my Congress (IAC-2025) here
on Monday, the minister said,
Agronomy is the bridge that
connects scientific research
with the farmer’s field, and ag-
riculture must move toward
producing more with fewer
resources while conserving
more for future generations.
More than 1,000 scientists,
policymakers, students, devel-
opment partners, and industry
experts from India and abroad
are participating in the Con-
gress. Scientists from several
international organizations-
including the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO),
the International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center,

the International Crops Re-
search Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics, the Inter-
national Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI), the International
Center for Agricultural Re-
search in the Dry Areas, and
the International Fertilizer
Development Center (IFDC)-
are also attending the event.
The minister emphasised
optimising soil health, wa-
ter-use efficiency, biodiversi-
ty, eco-nutrition, and Al-
based digital agricultural
solutions. He also announced
that the recommendations
emerging from the Congress
will be incorporated into na-

tional policies and regional
action plans.

Chouhan released the IAC—
2025 declaration, featuring
key recommendations such as
promotion of soil-carbon se-
questration, water-efficient
farming, scaling up Al-based
digital agriculture solutions
and the Agri-Stack framework.

Mainstreaming natural and
regenerative agriculture mod-
els, targeted innovation pro-
grammes for youth and wom-
en farmers, and next-genera-
tion agronomy education at
school and university levels
also formed part of the
recommendations.
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Rofket ﬁropellaﬁ-t
blast kills three
children

Karachi
Three young boys, aged 8
to 12, died after a rocket
propellant exploded
while they were playing
with it in Kashmore dis-
trict of Sindh province,
police said on Monday.
The tragic incident hap-
pened near Kandhkot
town. The children re-
portedly found the
coloured propellant in
nearby fields and brought
it home, thinking it was a
toy. According to Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Syed Asghar Ali Shah, it
suddenly exploded when
they started handling it,
causing fatal injuries. Au-
thorities are investigating
the source of the
explosive material.

Indian-origin
fugitive arrested
in Toronto

Ottawa
Toronto Police have ar-
rested 24-year-old Indi-
an-origin man Nicholas
Singh, who was on Cana-
da’s list of 25 most want-
ed people. Officers said
he was wanted across the
country for breaching pa-
role conditions. Singh was
caught on Friday and tak-
eninto custody with a
gun, an extended maga-
zine, and several bullets.
Police said his arrestis a
major step in ensuring
public safety. Investiga-
tions are ongoing to check
if he was linked to any
other crimes.

(anada changes
citizenship rules
helping many families

Ottawa
Canada is moving to
modernise its citizen-
ship-by-descent law,

bringing relief to many In-
dian-origin families. Bill
C-3, which amends the
Citizenship Act, has re-
ceived royal assent, the
government said on Fri-
day. The new law aims to
make citizenship rules
more inclusive while pro-
tecting the value of Ca-
nadian citizenship. Once
it comes into effect, peo-
ple born earlier who lost
eligibility due to the
first-generation limit or
old rules may finally re-
ceive Canadian citizen-
ship. Officials said thou-
sands could benefit
from this change.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

South Africans praise PM as G20 boosts goodwill

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s South Africa visit drew widespread admiration online for his active participation

JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s three-day visit to South
Africa for the G20 Leaders’
Summit and the India-Bra-
zil-South Africa (IBSA) meet-
ing received strong praise
from South African social
media users. Many expressed
admiration for his energetic
participation, continuous up-
dates, and friendly engage-
ment throughout the interna-
tional events. On platform X,
several users wrote that India
had shown great support for
South Africa and the African
continent during the summit,
calling Modi’s presence warm
and meaningful.

Some South Africans play-
fully called him the “official
influencer” of the G20 South
Africa Summit, remarking
that he kept everyone in-

Canada’s Foreign Minister Anita Anand joined Prime
Minister Mark Carney at the G20 Summit for talks with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, launching negotiations for a comprehensive
Canada-India trade agreement. Anand said the deal could
boost bilateral trade beyond USD 70 billion and create
major economic opportunities. Modi and Carney also dis-
cussed stronger cooperation in defence, technology, space,
energy, and supply chains. Both leaders agreed to push
for a high-ambition trade pact, aiming to double trade by
2030 as relations improve between the two nations.
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formed with regular posts
about his meetings and activ-
ities. They said his updates
helped people understand
what was happening inside
the high-level talks.

His leadership and India’s

b il

role were also appreciated.
One user noted that the
world’s biggest democracy
was representing the hopes of
over 1.4 billion people. Oth-
ers praised his dedication,
saying he looked committed

to strengthening relations and
striking useful agreements
with different nations.

Many thanked India for its
long-standing ties with South
Africa and said Modi’s visit
felt like a visit from family,
given the large Indian-
origin community living in
the country. Some also ad-
mired his energy and commu-
nication skills, saying he
brought positivity to the
summit.

Prime Minister Modi re-
turned to India on Monday
after attending both major
meetings. At G20, he stressed
the need for safe and peo-
ple-focused use of artificial
intelligence. During the IBSA
meeting, he urged urgent re-
form of the United Nations
Security Council to improve
fairness in global deci-
sion-making.

Trump escalates attacks as
political pressure mounts

SYDNEY

US President Donald Trump is
becoming more aggressive in
his public attacks as political
pressure on him increases. Af-
ter Congress ordered the Justice
Department to release all Jef-
frey Epstein files, Trump
quickly tried to divert public
attention. Over four days, he
met FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino to promise faster visas
for some fans for next year’s
World Cup. He also welcomed
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman and defended
him strongly when reporters
asked about the 2018 killing of
a journalist in Istanbul.

Trump then targeted his po-
litical rivals with extreme lan-
guage. When six Democratic
lawmakers posted a video re-
minding military and intelli-
gence officials that they must
reject illegal orders, Trump
reacted angrily. He called
their message “seditious be-
haviour” and said they should
be punished “by death.” His
strong words helped push the
Epstein issue out of the spot-
light.

US President Donald
Trump is using harsh
attacks and distractions
as polls fall, criticism
rises, and worries grow
inside his own
Republican Party about
his leadership and power.

Behind the scenes, Trump
is facing troubling signs. His
approval rating has dropped
to just 40 percent in a recent
poll. Many Americans are un-
happy with rising costs of
food, housing, health care,
and insurance. His claim that
the US economy is the “hot-
test” in the world is not con-
vincing voters. Recent elec-
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tion wins in Virginia and New
Jersey have also encouraged
Democrats ahead of next
year’s crucial midterm polls.

Democrats fear he could
misuse military power if he
feels threatened. Trump has
already deployed the National
Guard in US cities, and a
judge ruled one action illegal.
He also shows no interest in
negotiating with Democrats.

Even some Republicans are
uneasy. Congresswoman Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene, once one
of his strongest supporters,
has begun criticising him for
ignoring his “America First”
promise. These cracks suggest
Trump’s control over his par-
ty is not as firm as before.

GunattackonFC
headquarters leaves
3 personnel dead

PESHAWAR

Russia’s strikes in Kharkiv
kills 4 and injures 17 others

KYIV

Unidentified gunmen stormed
the Pakistan Frontier
Constabulary (FC)
Headquarters on Saddar Main
Road in Peshawar on
Monday, leaving three
security personnel dead and
plunging the high-security
zone into lockdown. Local
media reported that the attack
began with a suicide blast at
the main gate, followed by an
IED explosion at a nearby
motorcycle stand.
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Four people were killed and 17 others injured, including two
children, after Russia launched a major overnight strike on
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city. The attack took place
while peace discussions were underway to end the ongoing war.

Kharkiv Mayor Igor Terekhov said the missiles hit three districts
— Shevchenkivskyi, Saltivskyi and Kholodnohirskyi — causing
serious damage. He confirmed that 40 residential buildings were

affected, along with local busi-
nesses and warehouses. Rescue
teams searched the damaged areas,
while doctors provided treatment
to the injured. Two people remain

in hospital in critical condition.

Mayor Terekhov expressed
deep sorrow for the victims and
described the attack as “another

crime by Russia”. Images shared on Telegram showed de-
stroyed homes, burned vehicles and shattered windows across

the hit neighborhoods.

The violent strike comes at a time when Ukraine is increasing
diplomatic efforts to stop the war. In Geneva, a Ukrainian del-
egation is working with the United States on a new peace
framework aimed at restoring Ukraine’s sovereignty and secur-
ing long-term protection. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
the early proposals from the US appear to include key points
important for Ukraine’s national security. He stressed that the
focus of the talks is to finally end the war and save lives.

KABUL

More than 6,500 Afghan ref-
ugees were forcibly deported
from Iran and Pakistan in a
single day, a Taliban official
said on Monday. Taliban Dep-
uty Spokesperson Hamdullah
Fitrat shared a report on X
stating that 1,200 families, to-
talling 6,532 people, returned
to Afghanistan on Sunday.
Refugees entered through five
major border crossings, in-
cluding Pul-i-Abresham in
Nimroz, Spin Boldak in Kan-
dahar, Bahramcha in Hel-
mand, Islam Qala in Herat,
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and Torkham in Nangarhar.
Fitrat added that 1,492 fam-
ilies, consisting of 7,695 peo-
ple, were transported to their
home areas, while 1,387 peo-

Karachi residents protest at Sakhi Hasan
hydrant amid severe water shortage

TTAP launches 3:day
protest against proposed
27th Amendment

KARACHI

The opposition alliance
Tehreek Tahafuz
Ayeen-i-Pakistan (TTAP)
has announced a three-day
public mobilisation in early
December to protest the
proposed 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment. The
drive will begin in Kamo
Shaheed, Ghotki, and end
in Karachi. The plan was
finalised during a key
meeting of TTAP’s Sindh
chapter, chaired by Syed
Zain Shah. Leaders from
PTIL, Majlis Wahdat-i-Mus-
limeen, Sindh United
Party, PkMAP and other
allied groups attended the
meeting.

According to a statement
issued after the meeting, the
campaign will pass through
several major cities before
reaching Karachi. The alli-
ance praised the people of
Sindh for observing Black
Day on November 21 and
appreciated lawyers nation-
wide for their protests
against the amendment.

Speaking to the media,
Zain Shah said the public
was already suffering due
to unemployment, rising
prices and economic strug-
gles. He said the 27th
Amendment was an attack
on the Constitution and the
rule of law. Shah strongly
criticised the use of Section
144 across Sindh after
TTAP announced a rally in
Hyderabad, saying it
proved the government
feared public gatherings.

He warned that attempts
to suppress public voice or
form governments through
an “unfair mandate” would
not be accepted. PTI leader
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Residents in Kara-
chi’s District Central
protested at the Sakhi
Hasan hydrant on
Sunday against a se-
rious water shortage.
People from Nusrat
Bhutto Colony and
nearby areas stopped
tanker operations,
demanding water for
their neighbourhoods
first. They raised
slogans against the
Karachi Water and
Sewerage Corpora-
tion (KWSC) and the
provincial government
before peacefully dis-
persing. Officials said
repeated shutdowns
at the North-East Ka-
rachi Pumping Station
caused the shortage.
KWSC claimed power
failures created a
major shortfall but
said supply has now
improved and steps
are being taken to
strengthen the system.

Haleem Adil Sheikh also
spoke at the meeting. He
said the 27th Amendment
had weakened the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. He
added that only a move-
ment powered by ordinary
people could stop policies
that harmed their rights. He
also criticised the contin-
ued imprisonment of PTI
founder Imran Khan, call-
ing it unjust.

TTAP leaders said they ex-
pect strong participation
during the December drive as
they continue their campaign
against the amendment.

Taiwan reports
surge in Chinese
military activity

TAIPEI

Taiwan’s Ministry of National
Defence said it detected eight
Chinese aircraft sorties, five
naval vessels, and one official
ship near its waters by 6 am
on Monday. The ministry said
six of the aircraft crossed the
median line and entered Tai-
wan’s southwestern and east-
ern Air Defence Identification
Zones. Taiwan’s forces moni-
tored the situation and re-
sponded.

On Sunday, Taiwan record-
ed a similar incident, with
eight Chinese aircraft, six na-
val vessels and one official
ship detected. In that case
also, six sorties crossed the
median line and entered Tai-
wan’s northern and south-
western identification zones.

Taiwan has accused China
of increasing pressure as the
island strengthens its military
and national security systems
to prevent infiltration. The re-
peated crossings of the medi-
an line have raised concerns
about escalating military
threats in the region.

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Pres-
idential Office accused China
of trying to raise tensions
with Japan for political gains.
The warning came after China
announced live-fire missile
drills in the Yellow Sea,
scheduled from Tuesday to
Thursday, according to Chi-
na’s Maritime Safety Admin-
istration.

China also issued a travel
advisory to its citizens, claim-
ing increased crime risks in
Japan. This move is widely
viewed as a reaction to recent
comments made by Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaic-
hi, who warned that China
poses a security threat over
Taiwan. Ties between China
and Japan have worsened
sharply. Beijing has raised the
issue at the United Nations,
saying Tokyo made mislead-
ing statements regarding Chi-
na’s position on Taiwan.

6.5K Afghan reﬁlgees deported from Iran and Pak in a day

ple received humanitarian
support. Telecommunication
operators also distributed
1,294 SIM cards to those ar-
riving. He further noted that

11,855 Afghan refugees were
forced back from Pakistan
and Iran on Saturday.

Meanwhile, resistance
against deportations is grow-
ing. Around 400 Afghan na-
tionals, including well-known
artists and their families, re-
cently approached the Pesha-
war High Court to stop their
forced return. They argued it
violates the non-refoulment
principle, which protects peo-
ple from being sent back to
danger.

The joint petition, seeks
permission for the group to
continue living in Pakistan as

refugees. Petitioners such as
artist Zakiya Dunya Ghazal
said they fear persecution in
Afghanistan, where the Tali-
ban have banned music and
targeted performers. The peti-
tion cites a 2024 High Court
ruling that protected other
vulnerable Afghan groups.
Pakistan’s Federal Interior
Ministry and several key offi-
cials have been named in the
case. The petitioners stressed
that Pakistan’s repatriation
policy goes against UNHCR
agreements and the country’s
own commitments to interna-
tional refugee protections.
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PM hails labour
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Adani Electricity
reforms as key to
announces up to 60%
offonapp:ia?nces 2] Iakh mObI Ie nu mbe rs future_ready economy
Mumbai TRAI has escalated its anti-spam crackdown by disconnecting millions of

Adani Electricity on Mon-
day launched a ‘special

NEW DELHI places and formal inclusion of

gig and platform workers. He

numbers while urging citizens to report suspicious communication responsibly

appliance offer’ for its cus-
tomers, enabling them to
purchase a wide range of
home and kitchen appli-
ances at 60 per cent dis-
counts. The offer is part of
the company’s commit-
ment to providing val-
ue-added services and
promoting sustainability
and will enable customers
to upgrade their homes
with modern appliances.
As a valued Adani Electric-
ity customer, now is the
perfect time to upgrade
your home. This special
offer is designed to facili-
tate our customers’ plans
to buy the best products
at the best price. We are
moving beyond just supply
to provide value-added
services that tangibly ben-
efit our customers’ wallets
and their quality of life.

Sensex, Nifty
slipamid volatile
trade

Mumbai
Indian share markets
closed lower on Monday
after a volatile trading
session, even as global
markets showed some
buying interest. The Sen-
sex slipped 331.21 points,
or 0.39 per cent, to end
the day at 84,900.71.
The Nifty also fell, finish-
ing 108.65 points, or 0.42
per cent, lower at
25,959.5. Domestic insti-
tutions continued to ab-
sorb dips, but the struc-
ture weakened as the in-
dex closed below
26,000, opening room
for a slide toward
25,800-25,750, analysts
said. A move back above
26,150 is essential to re-
vive momentum and re-
test the all-time high of
26,277, they added.
Among the Sensex
stocks, Infosys.

NEW DELHI

The Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) has
launched a strong offensive
against spam and fraud in the
telecom ecosystem, discon-
necting more than 21 lakh
mobile numbers and blacklist-
ing nearly one lakh entities
over the past year, the Minis-
try of Communications said
on Monday. The regulator
stated that this large-scale ac-
tion was made possible pri-
marily through complaints
filed by citizens, who used
official channels to report sus-
picious activity.

According to TRAI, a com-

mon misconception persists
among users that blocking
unwanted numbers on their
devices is sufficient to curb
spam. However, blocking
only hides the number on a
user’s phone and does nothing
to stop scammers from target-

ing others. To counter this,
TRAI has urged citizens to
report spam and fraudulent
communication through the
official TRAI DND App,
which enables telecom ser-
vice providers to trace the or-
igin of such calls and perma-
nently disconnect the in-
volved numbers.

The Authority highlighted
that lakhs of users have con-
tributed to this crackdown by
actively reporting spam mes-
sages and calls. Public partic-
ipation, it emphasised, re-
mains crucial in building a
safer and more reliable tele-
com environment. TRAI has
advised people to download

the DND App from official
app stores and use it to submit
complaints instead of simply
blocking numbers.

In addition to reporting
spam, TRAI reminded users to
avoid sharing personal, finan-
cial or banking details over
calls, messages or social me-
dia. Any threatening or suspi-
cious communication should
be immediately disconnected.
Cases of cyber fraud can also
be reported to the National Cy-
bercrime Helpline at 1930 or
via the cybercrime.gov.in por-
tal. Telecom-related fraud at-
tempts may further be flagged
through Sanchar Saathi’s
Chakshu feature.

Mansukh Mandaviya says newly implemented labour codes will strengthen
workers’ rights and accelerate India’s self-reliant growth journey.

Min hails labour reforms as key
driver of Atmanirbhar Bharat

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Labour &
Employment and Youth Af-
fairs & Sports, Mansukh Man-
daviya, on Monday said that
the government’s historic la-
bour reforms will provide
strong momentum to the vi-
sion of an ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’. Sharing his
newspaper article on
X, the minister high-
lighted that the im-
plementation of the
four new labour
codes marks a major
transformation in In-
dia’s labour governance
framework.

He noted that on November
21, the government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
operationalised all four codes,
replacing 29 outdated labour
laws in what he described as a
landmark initiative.

Mandaviya said the reforms
strengthen workforce rights
and lay the foundation for a
developed and future-ready
India. The new labour frame-
work ensures timely payment
of wages, guarantees universal
social security and provides
safer, more dignified work-
places. It also expands protec-
tions for gig and
platform workers
while creating great-
er opportunities for
women and young
people participating
in India’s growing
economy. He reiter-
ated that the Codes are both
pro-worker and pro-growth,
offering clarity, fairness and
modern regulatory support for
emerging work models.

Guided by the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision, the reforms repre-
sent a significant milestone in
India’s journey toward becom-

ing an Atmanirbhar and Viksit
Bharat, the minister observed.
He added that extensive con-
sultations with workers and
industry leaders shaped the
design of the codes, under-
scoring the need for fairness,
respect and balanced growth
in the workplace. The labour
codes, he said, harmonise em-
ployer expectations with
worker welfare, placing hu-
man dignity at the centre of
national development.

Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
also endorsed the reforms, de-
scribing them as a crucial step
in empowering India’s work-
force under the ethos of
Shramev Jayate. He said the
new labour codes will en-
hance ease of doing business,
support workers’ rights and
accelerate India’s progress to-
ward becoming a global eco-
nomic powerhouse.

S. Korea to form
task force for Al
cooperation
with UAE

SEOUL

South Korea’s presidential ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) com-
mittee said on Monday it will
launch a task force to advance
Al cooperation with the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE). The
task force will be headed
jointly by the presidential sec-
retary for Al policy and future
planning, and vice chairman
of the Korea Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), serving as a fol-
low-up to bilateral agree-
ments signed on the sidelines
of a summit between South
Korean President Lee Jae
Myung and UAE President
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan last week, according to
the committee. The task force
will be tasked with establish-
ing a joint public-private im-
plementation system to drive
outcomes of the partnership
with the UAE and present
substantive investment proj-
ects within the year.

India’s capex landscape reflects
signs of optimism: Report

NEW DELHI

India's capex landscape in the
fiscal year, so far, has reflected
signs of optimism, a report stat-
ed on Monday, saying the cen-
tre and state government capex
continued to stay healthy, sup-
porting the overall investment
scenario. The encouraging as-
pect is the revival in capex by
Indian corporations. Further-
more, the order books data for
a representative sample of cap-
ital goods firms, which is a key
gauge for future capital expen-
diture, suggest a favourable
outlook for capex.This momen-
tum is expected to generate
positive spillover effects across
other industries, supporting the
broader capex cycle in the
economy, CareEdge Ratings
said in its report. According to
the report, capex in sectors
such as oil and gas and steel is
expected to rise in FY26.
Public sector investment has
remained upbeat so far this
year, with capex by the centre
and state governments (aggre-
gate capex of top 19 states) reg-

istering strong double-digit
growth. On the corporate capex
front, the aggregate capex of
1,899 listed non-financial com-
panies recorded a growth of 11
per cent, rising to Rs 9.4 lakh
crore in FY25. The report noted
that the uptick seen in invest-
ment announcements and com-
pletions during H1 FY26
(CMIE data) signals improving
investment sentiment.

While Centre’s Capex has
been healthy, we have also seen
an improvement in aggregate
state capex in H1 FY26. More-
over, capex by India Inc is
showing improvement, led by
sectors like Oil and Gas, Pow-
er, Telecom and Auto, said Ra-
jani Sinha, Chief Economist,
CareEdge Ratings.

The order book of capital
goods companies is showing
healthy momentum, giving us
optimism on the capex outlook,
Sinha added. India’s invest-
ment-to-GDP ratio has aver-
aged 30.3 per cent over the last
four years, as against the
pre-pandemic average of 28.6
per cent (FY'16-19).

RBI Guv signals possible repo rate cut in Dec

MUMBAI

RBI Governor Sanjay Malho-
tra indicated that there is
scope for a repo rate cut in
December to support econom-
ic growth, citing favorable
macroeconomic indicators.
He noted that inflation has

eased, providing room for the
central bank to focus on
growth while maintaining
price stability. The Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) will
decide on any rate changes.
Malhotra highlighted that
the RBI’s dual mandate bal-
ances growth and inflation.

With FY26 inflation forecast
lowered to 2.6% and GDP
growth projected at 6.8%, an-
alysts, including Morgan
Stanley, expect a 25-ba-
sis-point cut, though the RBI
may adopt a cautious, wait-
and-watch approach before
final action.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday emphasised the
far-reaching impact of the
government’s transformative
labour reforms, stating that
they are shaping a future-ready
economy and strengthening
India’s integration into the
global value chain. In a post
shared by the PMO India on
X, the government asserted
that the world now recognises
India as a trusted global part-
ner, with the new la-
bour codes reflecting
a commitment to
simplification, wom-
en’s empowerment
and an increasingly
competitive econom-
ic environment.

The post referenced an arti-
cle by Labour and Employ-
ment Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya, who detailed the im-
plementation of four new La-
bour Codes on November 21.
These Codes replace 29 out-
dated labour laws and aim to
bring clarity, uniformity and
modernity to India’s labour
governance structure. Manda-
viya noted that the reforms are
both pro-worker and pro-
growth, providing a strong
base for universal social secu-
rity, timely wages, safer work-
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added that the Codes also ad-
vance the empowerment of
Yuva Shakti and Nari Shakti.

Mandaviya wrote that India
had long grappled with slug-
gish economic growth, sys-
temic corruption and an ab-
sence of sincere efforts toward
job creation and worker wel-
fare. Frequent gheraos and
bandhs often disrupted indus-
tries, discouraging investments
and eroding confidence. He
criticised past gov-
ernments for limiting
labour welfare to po-
litical rhetoric with-
out meaningful ac-
tion.

A turning point
emerged when Prime
Minister Modi invoked the
principle of Shramev Jayate
from the Red Fort, signalling
a renewed national conscious-
ness that placed dignity of
labour at the core of develop-
ment. Mandaviya argued that
this shift was long overdue, as
India’s labour laws—rooted
in the 1920s to 1950s—
stemmed from a colonial leg-
acy and were no longer
aligned with a rapidly evolv-
ing global labour landscape
defined by digitalisation, flex-
ible work and gig economies.

Corporates in India posts
strongest quarter since 2023

NEW DELHI

Indian companies delivered
their best quarter since Sep-
tember 2023, with latest re-
sults indicating that the re-
cent run of earnings down-
grades might be over, a re-
port said on Monday. As
many as 69 per cent of firms
either beat or met expecta-
tions, with total sales up 6
per cent year on year, the
report from HSBC Global
Investment Research said,
adding that it supports our
overweight on Indian equi-
ties. Supported by lower in-
flation, rate cuts and income
tax moderation, the firm cit-
ed a consensus estimate of
10 per cent earnings growth
in FY26 and 14 per cent in
FY27.

Financials are the biggest
contributor to the recovery,
as margins have bottomed
and signs of an uptick in
loans are now visible, the

report said. In Q2 FY26, net
profits of the companies rose
13 per cent year on year,
while excluding commodi-
ties and one offs, net income
grew 8 per cent, marking the
sixth consecutive quarter of
single digit growth.

Bank profits moderated
on net interest margin (NIM)
pressure, but credit cost
came down, when large
banks surprised on upside,
leading to a slight upgrade
in FY26 earnings.

Consumer goods firms
were impacted by GST dis-
ruptions, but many saw mar-
gin recovery, while IT firms
outperformed aided by a
weaker currency and is
poised for demand recovery,
the research firm said.

Cement and paint firms
benefited from weaker com-
petition in the sector, the
pharma sales were strong,
while hospitals faced margin
pressure.

S. Korean govt to launch AI platform for farm products in 2026

SEOUL

The government said on Mon-
day it plans to launch an infor-
mation and price comparison
platform for agricultural prod-
ucts that is powered by artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) next year
as part of its broader effort to
adopt Al-based public ser-
vices. At the inaugural meeting
of a new government consul-
tation group consisting of sci-
ence and technology-related
ministers, including the minis-
ter of science and ICT, the
government unveiled 10 Al
projects aimed at improving
everyday public services in
areas that include consump-

tion, health care and safety.
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Four key initiatives, includ-
ing the price comparison plat-
form, will each receive 10
billion won ($6.79 million) in
funding over the next two

AR
“R0G; v

A7-UR-2%
T Al

years, while the remaining
projects will receive 3 billion
won each.

As the first project, the gov-
ernment will create an Al

consumption information
platform for agricultural prod-
ucts, providing real-time price
movements and recommend-
ing the best places to pur-
chase items based on a con-
sumer's location. The plat-
form will also suggest alterna-
tive products when prices
surge due to supply shortages.

The platform is expected to
begin test operations in the
second half of next year.

The government will also
introduce an Al Safety Guard-
ian for Human-Applied Prod-
ucts app, scheduled to launch
in 2027.

The service will display the
ingredients and safety infor-
mation for food, pharmaceu-

ticals, medical devices and
cosmetics while offering re-
al-time licensing information,
consultation support and legal
guidance.

Another project will devel-
op an Al guide for national
heritage sites, providing
Al-generated commentary
services for domestic and in-
ternational visitors without
the constraints of time, loca-
tion or language.

In addition, the government
plans to establish an Al tax
adviser service to assist tax-
payers who struggle to re-
ceive timely consultation
during peak filing periods,
offering Al-based phone and
chatbot support.

CIDCO unveils new ‘Icomc Clty Development Policy’

MUMBAI

The City and Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (CIDCO)
has launched an ambitious
‘Iconic City Development
Policy’ aimed at fostering
globally benchmarked, con-
cept-based urban districts
across Navi Mumbai. The pol-
icy, approved by the state cab-
inet last week, is positioned as
a strategic response to the im-
minent commissioning of the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport and the region’s rapid
rise as an emerging growth
hub.

Government sources said

CIDCO envisions creating
landmark precincts that could
give Navi Mumbai a distinc-
tive global identity, drawing
inspiration from successful
international models such as
Marina Bay Sands in Singa-
pore and the business districts
of Dubai and Abu Dhabi. By
leveraging its extensive land
banks through a regulated,
revenue-sharing development
rights framework, the Corpo-
ration aims to facilitate the
development of premium
townships, modern business
hubs and tourism-centric dis-
tricts—while safeguarding
public interests and ensuring

long-term land value appreci-
ation. Currently, CIDCO fol-
lows a system of leasing indi-
vidual plots through open
auctions, allowing private de-
velopers to build independent-
ly based on lease terms and
planning norms. While suit-

able for routine construction,
this piecemeal approach has
hindered efforts to achieve co-
hesive, large-scale urban de-
sign across contiguous land
parcels. Recognising this gap,
CIDCO has framed the new
policy in alignment with Ma-
harashtra’s Integrated Town-
ship Policy, enabling compre-
hensive and unified master
planning over large tracts of
land.

The ‘Iconic City Develop-
ment Policy’ is designed to
support distinctive, con-
cept-driven urban projects fea-
turing diverse skylines, inte-
grated public plazas, world-

class amenities and seamless
connectivity. By encouraging
collaborative development
over isolated plot-based con-
struction, CIDCO aims to
transform Navi Mumbai into a
modern, internationally com-
petitive urban centre linked
closely to the new airport’s
economic potential.

Officials believe the policy
will not only elevate the city’s
architectural identity but also
catalyse investments, attract
global enterprises and enhance
quality of life for residents as
Navi Mumbai positions itself
as one of India’s most futuris-
tic urban destinations.

Govt reiterates consequences
of IMEI tampering

MUMBAI

To protect citizens and safe-
guard telecom networks amid
the rapid growth of mobile con-
nectivity, the government on
Monday once again cautioned
against tampering and misuse
of unique device identifiers.
The Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT) reiterated
that it reminds all citizens of
the strict legal provisions under
the Telecommunications Act,
2023, that prohibit altering or
using devices with tampered
IMEI numbers. With the rapid
growth of mobile connectivity
in India, misuse of telecommu-

nication identifiers like the In-
ternational Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI) number of de-
vices has become a serious
concern, DoT said in a state-
ment. DoT has issued a strong
reminder to citizens regarding
the strict legal provisions under
the Telecommunications Act,
2023, which make it a punish-
able offence to alter or use de-
vices with tampered IMEI
numbers. The Act contains
comprehensive measures to
safeguard telecom security, and
any manipulation of telecom-
munication identifiers — par-
ticularly IMEI numbers — falls
under serious legal scrutiny.
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Dr S SATHYANARAYANAN

mote village of Puttaparthy

in Andhra Pradesh emerged
a spiritual luminary, whose in-
fluence transcended geographi-
cal and religious boundaries.
This is a brief story of that
child, named Sathyanarayana
Raju, who would become
known to the world as Bhaga-
wan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, as
his devotees prepare to cele-
brate his 100th birthday on
November 23, 2025.

Even as a child, Sathya, as
he was commonly called, cap-
tivated his companions by
performing what they called
‘minor miracles’, creating
trinkets out of thin air with a
wave of his hand. This playful
display of divine power was a
prelude to the profound spiri-
tual mission that unfolded.

At the age of 14, when
studying in 8th class, he threw
his books and announced him-
self as the reincarnation of Sai
Baba, the saint of Shirdi, who
had left his mortal coil around
eight years before
Sathyanarayana Raju was
born. He announced his arriv-
al as a result of the prayers of
his devotees. Word of his wis-
dom and compassion spread
like wildfire, drawing seckers
and devotees from far and
wide, all seeking solace,
guidance, and a glimpse of
the divine. He announced his
mission in a letter to his el-
der brother, stating his task
to foster all mankind, ensure
bliss for all people, his vow
to lead all who stray away
from the straight path and re-
deem them. He described his
aim of removing the suffer-
ing of the poor and grant

In 1926, from the tiny re-

them what they lack.

No longer just a local phe-
nomenon, Sai Baba’s mes-
sage began to resonate with a
global audience. He then
shifted to a separate resi-
dence in Puttaparthy, away
from his family members.
His fame spread far and
wide, and people started
coming to him from distant
places. As his fame grew, the
scope of his mission also
grew. He became known as
Sai Baba and his act of mate-
rialising ‘vibhuthi’ (sacred
ash) became his trademark.
Singing bhajans became a
common practice among his
followers.

Baba delinked spirituality
from rituals and connected it
to societal service. His devo-
tees began initiating service
activities or getting involved
in them across the country.
Gradually, the number of his
followers grew into millions,
and people began coming to
Puttaparthy from all over the
world.

Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba initiated several social
welfare projects, including
the establishment of educa-
tional institutions, hospitals,
and two super speciality hos-
pitals that provide complete-
ly free treatment to this day.
One of his most notable proj-
ects is the gigantic water
supply project that supplies
drinking water to around 700
villages in Anantapur district
and a few other water proj-
ects in other parts of India.
He also established several
spiritual-cum-community
centres across the country
and a few in other parts of
the world.

His teachings, in the form

ifeand legacy
hagawan

Water resource management is a cornerstone of India’s approach to sustainable development, with
dams playing a vital role in striking a balance between agricultural needs, human consumption,
industrial growth, and climate adaptation. As one of the world’s most populous countries, India’s quest
to efficiently harness its water resources has led to the construction of more than 5,000 large dams,
each serving as key infrastructure for irrigation, flood control, and drinking water supply.

The Water Resource
Challengein India

India faces persistent challeng-
es in managing freshwater.
Rapid population growth, errat-
ic rainfall, and expanding urban
areas strain supplies and put
pressure on the existing water
infrastructure. The total utiliz-
able water available annually is
about 1,123 km?, comprising
690 km? of surface water from
rivers and reservoirs, with the
rest derived from groundwater
sources. Dams have emerged as
an essential tool to store water
during times of rainfall excess
and release it for multiple uses
during dry periods, providing a
buffer against seasonal and spa-
tial variability.

Dams as Instruments of
Irrigation and Agriculture

At the forefront of water re-
source management is the role
of dams in agricultural irriga-
tion. Over 91% of available
water in India is used for irriga-
tion. Dams enable year-round
cultivation by stabilizing water
deliveries, transforming regions
that historically depended on
unpredictable monsoons into
productive agricultural belts.
Major structures such as the
Bhakra Nangal and Hirakud
dams have not only increased
crop yields but also stabilized
rural incomes, thereby reinforc-
ing food security for millions.

= Dams allow for regulated wa-
ter supply to farms, reducing
the risk of crop failure due to
drought.

m Rain-fed regions become
suitable for high-value, wa-
ter-intensive crops like wheat,

rice, and sugarcane.

= Modern irrigation canals fed
by dam reservoirs form lifelines
for agricultural belts throughout
Punjab, Haryana, Tamil Nadu,
and more.

Drinking Water, Industrial
Uses, and Urban Supply
Beyond agriculture, dams are
fundamental for municipal and
industrial drinking water sup-
ply. Cities such as Chennai,
Hyderabad, and Delhi depend
heavily on nearby dam reser-
voirs for potable water. The
regulated flows ensure reliable
delivery even as urban de-
mands escalate. Industries use
dam water for manufacturing
processes, cooling, and clean-
ing, supporting economic activ-
ity and employment.

m Reservoirs built by dams

guarantee consistent water
availability during droughts and
summer heatwaves.

= Dams serve as central sources
for treatment plants, reaching
millions of households and sup-
porting human health.

Managing Floods

and River Hydrology

In India’s monsoon-driven cli-
mate, floods pose a recurring
threat to lives, agriculture, and
infrastructure. Dams help con-
trol and moderate river flows,
reducing downstream flood risk
by storing excess water during
heavy rains and releasing it
gradually. Large reservoirs thus
act as safety buffers for deltaic
regions, including the Mahana-
di and Krishna river systems,
protecting communities and
minimizing economic losses.

Impact of his work

Baba has left behind a legacy of around 100 schools
teaching value education, two super speciality hospitals,
and several water projects that have improved the lives of
millions of people. The impact of his work, instead of
numbers, can be judged by the smile on the patient’s face
after a cardiac surgery, the smile of parents after their
child has undergone a successful paediatric cardiac sur-
gery that is completely free of cost, or the convenience
that a villager has, as he does not have to walk long dis-
tances to fetch drinking water. Similarly, the alumni of his
educational institutions have made an impact in their
work environment, wherever they are, through their disci-
pline, dedication, and integrity. The author has been a stu-
dent of his university and later served in his institution,
and had the opportunity to witness the impact of Baba
from close quarters, having seen countless individuals
transformed due to the touch of Baba.

of discourses and over 100
books, emphasise the philos-
ophy of Vedanta and stress
selfless service and
‘Namasmarana’ (constant
chanting of God’s name) as
the means to salvation. His
teachings are simple and
easy to understand. His phi-
losophy was distilled into
simple, powerful maxims
like “Help ever, hurt never”,
“Love all, serve all”, and
“Service to man is service to
God”. He also taught about
the unity of religions and the
common values espoused by
different religions. Baba
said, “I have not come to
form a new religion. I have
come to make a Hindu a bet-
ter Hindu, a Christian a bet-
ter Christian, and a Muslim
a better Muslim.” Baba has
given five human values,
namely, Sathya (truth), Dhar-
ma (righteousness), Shanthi
(peace), Prema (love), and
Ahimsa (nonviolence), as
guideposts for his followers.
In this conflict-ridden world
bereft of peace, his teachings

have given hope and peace
to millions of devotees ac-
tively engaged in spiritual
and service activities inspired
by Baba. Baba has left a per-
manent mark on humanity
through his timeless teachings
and message of love and ser-
vice. The timeless message
that he has left behind, the
millions of lives that he trans-
formed by instilling values in
them, and the numerous insti-
tutions that he built during his
lifetime and continue to serve
humanity are the legacy that
Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba has left behind.

Today, his mission not
only continues but continues
to expand through his spiri-
tual successor, Sadguru
Madhusudan Sai, through
the ‘One World One Family’
(OWOF) Mission from Mud-
denahalli in Chikkaballapur,
near Bengaluru.

*The author works as an
Associate Professor at

Sri Sathya Sai University for
Human Excellence

Innovation, Policy
Reforms, and Future
Directions

To enhance water resource
management, India has
adopted progressive policies
and technological
interventions:

m Real-time monitoring: The
National Hydrology Project
enhances water monitoring,
data collection, and manage-
ment capacity.

= Climate change adaptation:
New dam designs incorporate
flood forecasting and hydro-
logical modeling to cope with
changing rainfall and extreme
weather.

m Regulatory oversight: Cre-
ation of institutional bodies
such as the National Dam
Safety Authority improves
compliance and maintains
dam integrity.

Despite their many advan-
tages, dams in India are not
without criticism. Concerns
about environmental impacts,
displacement, submergence of
arable land, and sometimes in-
efficient water distribution are
ongoing issues[13][9]. Sus-
tainable water management
means striking a balance: im-
proving dam operations, in-
vesting in eco-friendly tech-
nologies, and incorporating
community needs in planning
and execution.

Conclusion

In summary, dams are indis-
pensable to India’s water re-
source management strategy.
They provide lifelines to mil-
lions by steadying agricultur-
al output, delivering potable
water, and curbing seasonal
floods. Ongoing innovation
in monitoring, adaptive plan-
ning for climate change, and
policy reform are critical to
leveraging dams for a sus-
tainable and water-secure
future.
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ICJ director
Dr Binnish meets
Guv, pushes for
journalist safety

BENGALURU

International Council for Journalists (ICJ)
director, Dr Binnish Thomas, said it’s a shame
that India is ranked 151 in the media freedom
index at the international level. Journalists here
are working in
an environment of
insecurity.

He further said
the Central Govern-
ment has been urged
to bring in a bill in
the Parliament to
protect their rights
of journalist. In this
regard, he has sub-
mitted request to
Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot,
seeking his support for the proposed bill.

He expressed confidence that the Centre will
present the Journalists’ Protection Bill in the
winter session of the Parliament to be held in
December.

Dr Thomas’s persistent struggle for the rights
of journalists has earned him the title ‘Journal-
ist Advocate’.
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ITALY CLINCHES THIRD
STRAIGHT DAVIS CUP CROWN

ltaly’s achievement puts them in historic company

BOLOGNA

Italy continued its remarkable
dominance of men’s team ten-
nis by securing a 2-0 victory
over Spain to claim a fourth
Davis Cup title — and its
third in a row — without the
services of star player Jannik
Sinner. Matteo Berrettini and
Flavio Cobolli stepped up in
the final, delivering superb
singles wins to give Italy an
unassailable lead and ce-
menting their place as the
era’s standout Davis Cup
force. Berrettini set the tone
with a composed 6-3, 6-4
win over Pablo Carreno Bus-

ta, using his powerful serve
and forehand to keep Spain
under pressure from the out-
set. Cobolli then completed
the mission with a spirited
comeback, rallying from a
set down to defeat Jaume
Munar 1-6, 7-6 (5), 7-5 in a
gripping contest that show-
cased his growing maturity
on the big stage.

Italy’s achievement puts
them in historic company —
the first team since the Unit-
ed States’ five-title streak
from 1968 to 1972 to win
three consecutive Davis Cup
championships. The triumph
is even more notable given

the absence of second-ranked
Sinner, who led the team to
titles in the past two years
but chose to skip the event to
focus on his 2026 prepara-
tions.

Spain, appearing in their
first final since 2019, also
entered the tie without their
biggest star, world No. 1 Car-
los Alcaraz, reducing their
chances of challenging the
defending champions.

With a deep squad and
consistent performances
across all rubbers, Italy reaf-
firmed its status as the
world’s most complete team
in the competition.

Italy’s Davis Cup Titles
- 1976

» 2023
» 2024
2025

2025 Final Results

« Berrettini def. Carreno
Busta: 6-3, 6-4

* Cobolli def. Munar:
1-6, 7-6 (5), 7-5

Three-Peat Champions
Since 1968

* United States (1968-72)
« ltaly (2023-25)

RIYADH

Cristiano Ronaldo delivered
yet another reminder of his
timeless brilliance, scoring a
spectacular bicycle-kick goal
as Al-Nassr defeated Al
Khaleej 4-1 in the Saudi Pro
League. The 40-year-old Por-
tuguese icon connected acro-
batically with a cross from the
right wing, sending a fierce
volley past the goalkeeper to
seal a commanding victory
for his side.

The strike — greeted by a
roaring crowd and instant vi-
ral clips online — showcased
Ronaldo’s enduring athleti-
cism and impeccable timing,
even as he continues to play
at the highest level deep into

his career. His finish capped
an all-round dominant perfor-
mance from Al-Nassr, who
maintained control of the
match from start to finish.

Ronaldo returned to club
action after an eventful inter-
national break with Portugal,
where he was sent off in a fi-
ery encounter against Ireland
but still celebrated the na-
tion’s successful qualification
for the 2026 World Cup.
Should he feature in the tour-
nament, it would mark a re-
cord-setting sixth World Cup
appearance — a milestone
unmatched in the history of
men’s football.

For Al-Nassr, the victory
further solidified their title
ambitions, with Ronaldo con-

WA

tinuing to be central to their
attacking power.

His latest goal adds to a
growing list of highlight-reel
moments in Saudi Arabia,
where he has repeatedly
demonstrated his commitment
to fitness, performance and
leadership.

Despite the intensity of the
season and challenges at the
international level, Ronaldo’s
display underscored why he
remains one of football’s most
influential figures. His ability
to rise to big moments —
even at 40 — continues to
inspire teammates, thrill sup-
porters and reaffirm his place
in the global spotlight as Al-
Nassr push for silverware in
the Saudi Pro League.

Pranjali Dhumal clinches 25m pistol gold,

TOKYO

India’s Pranjali Prashant
Dhumal capped a remarkable
run at the Deaflympics by
winning gold in the women’s
25m pistol event on Monday,
securing her third medal of
the competition and reinforc-
ing her position as one of
India’s brightest shooting
talents. The win followed
her earlier successes — a
gold in the mixed pistol
event with Abhinav Deshwal
and a silver in the women’s
air pistol — marking a
standout performance across
multiple disciplines.
Dhumal entered the final
as the top qualifier after set-
ting a new qualification
world record and Deaflym-
pic record with an impres-
sive score of 573 out of 600.
She carried that momentum
into the medal round, dis-
playing composure and pre-
cision under pressure to
clinch the top podium spot.

India’s Pranjali
Dhumal captures
25m pistol gold to
continue her stellar
Deaflympics cam-
paign

Ukraine’s Mosina Halyna
secured the silver, while Ko-
rea’s Jeon Jiwon claimed the
bronze.

India narrowly missed an-
other podium finish in the
same event as Anuya Prasad,

seals third medal at Deaflympics

who had earlier won gold in
the women’s air pistol, fin-
ished fourth after a competi-
tive outing. Prasad’s perfor-
mance highlighted the depth
of India’s women’s shooting
contingent at these Games.

The medal haul continues
India’s strong showing in
shooting at the Deaflympics.
On Sunday, Abhinav Desh-
wal secured the nation’s 15th
shooting medal by winning
gold in the 25m pistol event
with a record-setting qualifi-
cation score, further boost-
ing India’s tally.

For Dhumal, the latest
gold not only adds to her
growing list of achievements
but also cements her status
as one of the most successful
Indian athletes at the ongoing
Games. Her consistency, tech-
nical skill, and ability to per-
form at critical moments have
made her a key contributor to
India’s medal surge and an
athlete to watch in future in-
ternational competitions.

Shastri slams
India’s batting
order after
Guwahati collapse

GUWAHATI

Former India head coach
Ravi Shastri tore into the
team’s muddled selection
and erratic batting order af-
ter another dramatic col-
lapse on Day 3 of the sec-
ond Test against South Afri-
ca at the Barsapara Cricket
Stadium. India began the
day on 9/0, with KL Rahul
and Yashasvi Jaiswal adopt-
ing a cautious approach
against a ball that was mov-
ing early.

Their watchful start seemed
justified, but once the sur-
face eased out, India inex-
plicably fell apart.

From a steady 65/0, India
crumbled to 122/7, losing
seven wickets for just 57
runs. Most dismissals came
from poor shot selection
rather than unplayable de-
liveries, prompting Shastri
to question the team’s ap-
proach and decision-mak-
ing. “It makes no sense,” he
said during commentary. “I
don’t understand the thought
process.

When they look back at
this series, some of the se-
lections will baffle them.
The pitch here isn’t a 150-
for-7 kind of surface.”

McCullum urges England fans to
keep faith after Perth collapse

PERTH

England head coach Brendon
McCullum has urged support-
ers to “keep the faith” despite
his team’s crushing defeat in
the opening Ashes Test, insist-
ing that there will be no devi-
ation from their aggressive
style of play. England
slumped to an eight-wicket
loss inside two days in Perth,
leaving them facing an uphill
battle to regain the urn with
four Tests still remaining, the
next a day-night encounter in
Brisbane on December 4.
England’s ultra-attacking
“Bazball” approach unrav-
elled dramatically as repeated
batting collapses and Travis
Head’s blistering 69-ball cen-
tury consigned them to yet
another disappointment on
Australian soil. The visitors
were heavily criticised back
home after Saturday’s defeat,

England coach
Brendon McCullum
calls for calm and
belief after heavy
Perth defeat

but McCullum maintained

that the team must stay com-
mitted to their philosophy.

“Keep the faith,” he told

reporters, acknowledging the
backlash. “Sometimes

we get beaten and it
looks pretty ugly,
but this mentality
allows us to be-
lieve in our abili-
ties. There are times . g
we don’t get it ¢
right, but
sticking to
our ap-,
proach gives | -}
us the best
chance. Be-
ing one down

doesn’t change what we be-
lieve in. We have to stay
calm, stay together, and plot
our way back, as we have
done before.”

England have not won an
Ashes series in Australia
since 2010-11 and have en-
dured a dire run since, with
14 defeats and no victories in
their last 16 Tests there. Perth
offered a golden chance to
break that streak when En-
gland reached 160-5 before
losing five wickets for 12
runs to be dismissed for 172.
They regained control by
bowling out Australia for 132,
and at 65-1 in their second
innings, seemed poised
, for a strong lead,
4 only to collapse
again and set Aus-
-#8 tralia a modest
723205, which the
. hosts chased down

Star-studded squads unveiled as
WTL gears up for India debut

BENGALURU

Excitement is building
across India as the World
Tennis League (WTL) —
billed as “The Greatest
Show on Court” — pre-
pares to make its first ap-
pearance in the country
from December 17 to 20 at
Bengaluru’s SM Krishna
Tennis Stadium. Licensed
and managed by Iconik
Sports and Events Ltd., the
2025 edition will feature
four franchise teams backed
by dynamic owners and
powered by an impressive
mix of global tennis icons
and India’s premier players.

The defending champions
Game Changers Falcons re-
turn under the ownership of
Amandeep Singh (Game
Changers FZCO). Joining
them are VB Realty Hawks,
owned by film producer
Vashu Bhagnani; Aussie
Mavericks Kites, led by Dr.
Umed Shekhawat, Amit
Sahni and Kewal Kalra; and
AOS Eagles, backed by
AOS Sports
Tournament,
Dubai, and &
helmed

Messi masterclass propels Miami
into first Eastern Conference ﬁna

CINCINNATI

Lionel Messi delivered one of
the most dominant perfor-
mances of his MLS career,
scoring once and assisting
three times as Inter Miami
swept past FC Cincinnati 4-0
to reach the club’s first-ever
Eastern Conference final. Ta-
deo Allende added a brace
and Mateo Silvetti scored his
first goal for Miami in a state-
ment victory that set up a
home clash against New York
City FC on Saturday, with a
place in the MLS Cup final on
December 6 at stake.

Messi’s four-goal contribu-
tion pushed him to an MLS
playoff record 12 goal in-
volvements—six goals and
six assists—underscoring his
influence on Miami’s postsea-
son surge. His breakthrough
came in the 19th minute,

heading in a short cross from
Silvetti for his 11th goal in
seven matches. Although he
missed a one-on-one chance
minutes later, his orchestra-
tion of Miami’s attack re-
mained relentless throughout.

Cincinnati, last year’s Sup-
porters’ Shield winners and
owners of MLS’s second-best
record this season, struggled
to contain Miami’s tempo and
repeatedly turned the ball
over in dangerous zones.
Their best opportunity arrived
in the first half when Ender
Echenique’s header set up
Evander, who fired over the
bar.

Silvetti doubled Miami’s
lead early in the second half
with a composed finish past
Roman Celentano, marking a
memorable moment after
stepping in for the suspended
Luis Suarez. “It’s an honor to

by Satender Pal Chhabra.
Each team has assembled

a high-impact squad for the

four-day showdown. The

WTL 2025 Teams & Owners

* Game Changers Falcons:

Amandeep Singh

Falcons, coached by

* VB Realty Hawks: Vashu Bhagnani

John-Laffnie De Jager,
boast Daniil Medvedev,
Rohan Bopanna, Magda
Linette and Sahaja Ya-

* Aussie Mavericks Kites: Dr.

Umed Shekhawat,
Amit Sahni, Kewal Kalra

malapalli. Robert Lindstedt
leads the VB Realty

* AOS Eagles: Satender Pal Chhabra

Hawks, featuring Denis
Shapovalov, Yuki Bhambri,
Elina Svitolina and Maaya
Revathi. The Aussie Mav-

Team Lineups (Coach - Players)

* Falcons (JL De Jager): Medve-
dev, Bopanna, Linette, Yamalapalli

ericks Kites, coached by
Julian Knowle, bring the

* Hawks (Lindstedt): Shapovaloy,
Bhamobiri, Svitolina, Revathi

firepower of Nick Kyrgios,
Dhakshineshwar Suresh,
Marta Kostyuk and Ankita

* Kites (Knowle): Kyrgios,

Suresh, Kostyuk, Raina

Raina. The AOS Eagles,
guided by Mark Gellard,
include Gael Monfils, Sum-

« Eagles (Gellard): Monfils, Na-
gal, Badosa, Bhamidipaty

it Nagal, Paula Badosa and

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty.
Team owners expressed

optimism and confidence in

Event Details

* Venue: SM Krishna Tennis

Stadium, Bengaluru

their lineups, highlighting
the blend of international

» Dates: December 17-20, 2025

calibre, Indian depth and
strategic versatility that
each squad brings.

score my first goal in
this jersey,” Silvetti ‘\
said through a ;7( )
translator. “I’m
happy to help the ~ \%

team.” \\
Messi then )
na-

split Cincin-

y

ti’s defense _" with
a trade- (mark
threaded (| / pass to
Allende in the
62nd min- ute for

Miami’s third. Allende struck
again in the 74th minute to
complete the rout.

Cincinnati coach Pat
Noonan acknowledged Mi-
ami’s superiority. “They were
better tonight. It’s disappoint-
ing, and we have to own it,”
he said.

With Messi firing and Mi-
ami’s attack clicking, the club
moves one win away from its
first MLS Cup appearance.

* Format: 4 Teams | 16 Players |

1 Champion




harmendra, widely
known as Bolly-
wood’s ‘He-Man’,
was one of India’s
most loved actors.
He was born on December
8, 1935 in Nasrali of Punjab
and grew up in a simple Jat
Sikh family. He studied in
local schools and completed
Class 12 before moving for-
ward in life with a strong
passion for cinema. His love
for movies helped him
dream of a career in acting.

Dharmendra’s entry into
films began with his debut in
1960 in the movie Dill Bhi
Tera Hum Bhi Tere.

Although the film gave
him a start, his real rise to
fame happened in 1966 with
‘Phool Aur Patthar’. His tall
personality, charming looks,
and brilliant acting soon
made him a favourite among
audiences. He became popu-
lar not only as a romantic
hero, but also as an action
star, creating a special place

leavesindia
grievin

al major honours.

He was a recipient of
Filmfare Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award (1997) and the
Padma Bhushan (2012) for
his contribution to films. His
achievements inspired young
actors across the country.

From struggling days to
fame, Dharmendra built a
wealth worth over 450

in Indian cinema.
Dharmendra married
Prakash Kaur in 1954, even
before joining films. They
had four children together.
His sons Sunny Deol and
Bobby Deol followed his
path and became top actors
in Bollywood. His daughters
Vijeta and Ajeeta also re-
mained closely connected to

10 timeless
= classics that
- ».- = shinethrough
a career of over

1. SHOLAY

The 1975 classic just celebrated its golden jubilee and it is also one of
the most important films in Dharmendra and co-star Amitabh Bach-
chan's filmographies. Dharmendra's playful, emotional and heart on
his sleeves Veeru was the perfect foil to Bachchan's Jai, who would
lower his guards only around his friend. Veeru was the fighter and Jai
his perfect wingman. The Ramesh Sippy-directed film is one of the
best examples of bromance in Hindi cinema. Dharmendra's romance
with Hema Malini and his drunk scenes are also iconic as is the dia-
logue Basanti! inn kutton ke saamne mat naachna.

Bl 2. CHUPKE CHUPKE

Chupke, two very different films.

tellectual brother-in-law Raghavendra.

In 1975, Dharmendra showed his versatility with Sholay and Chupke

In Chupke Chupke, he played botany professor Parimal Tripathi, who
falls in love with Sharmila Tagore’s Sulekha. She is in awe of her in-

Parimal disguises himself as Hindi loving Pyare Mohan and gets em-
ployed as a driver at Raghvendra’s place and this leads to all kinds
of funny situations. It is one of Dharmendra’s most endearing per-

formances. Bachchan teamed up with Dharmendra again in the film

TRIBUTES POUR IN

President Droupadi Mur-
mu, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and people
across the country are
mourning the death of leg-
endary Bollywood actor
Dharmendra.

His long career, filled
with memorable perfor-
mances, made him one of
India’s most loved actors.
President Murmu ex-
pressed her sadness on X,
calling Dharmendra’s
death a great loss to Indian
cinema. She said his lega-
cy will continue to inspire
young artists for many

years.
Prime Minister Modi also
shared his

heartfelt message, saying
Dharmendra’s passing
marks the end of an era. He
praised the actor’s charm,
talent and ability to win mil-
lions of hearts through dif-
ferent roles.

The Prime Minister also
remembered his humble and
warm nature, which made
him respected by everyone.
Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari offered his condolenc-
es too. He recalled the ac-

». tor’s kindness and said

v

Dharmendra always
_ . helped others.
Gadkari shared
that his relation-
o | ship with Dhar-
mendra’s family
was warm, espe-
cially with his
sons and Hema
Malini. He de-
scribed Dhar-
mendra as a very
good human be-
ing whose ab-
sence creates a
huge void.

the family. Later, he married

‘Dream Girl’ Hema Malini.
Over his long career,

Dharmendra received sever-

crore, with the success and
respect he achieved
through dedication and
love for cinema.

3. ANUPAMA

In this 1966 film, Mukherjee teamed up with Dharmendra for the

first time. The actor played a sensitive young man named Ashok, a
writer and teacher who helps Sharmila Tagore’s Uma come out of
her shell as anintroverted person who longs for her father’s approv-
al. She falls for Ashok but does not want to go against her father’s
wishes who seems to hate him.

Mukherjee, who once called Dharmendra his favourite actor, re-
peated him many films including Majhli Didi, Guddu and Chaitali.

4.SATYAKAM

that also featured Om Prakash and Jaya Bhaduri.

A family manwhose gréatest
frame was always at home!

Dharmendra one of India’s most loved actors. More than his
films, people admired him for being a devoted family man, a
caring father, a loving husband and a proud grandfather.

He shared a long and strong bond with his wife and famous co-
star Hema Malini. Their relationship stood firm through many
challenges. On one of his birthdays, Hema Malini shared a lov-
ing message for him, thanking him for his support and wishing
him good health and happiness. Dharmendra was very close to
his sons Sunny Deol and Bobby Deol. He often shared pictures
with his children, praising their love and care. He once wrote that
Sunny looked after him so well that he felt like a child around
him. His sons too expressed their deep love for their father
through sweet posts and memories. He was equally loving to-
ward his daughters Esha and Ahana, always blessing them and
their families. On his birthday, Esha thanked him for guiding her
and making her strong. Dharmendra also

adored his grandchildren,
especially Rajveer and
Karan, who have start- | %
ed their careers in films.
He encouraged them
to learn, grow and stay
humble. His family remem-
bers him as their biggest
strength. His legacy will
continue to shine through
them forever.

6 children, Rs 35-crore
empire, and the legacy he built

Veteran actor Dharmendra, who died at 89, leaves
behind a towering cinematic legacy and one of
Bollywood’s most respected multigenerational
families. Born in Nasrali village in Punjab to
schoolteacher Kewal Krishan Singh Deol and
Satwant Kaur, he married Prakash Kaur in
1954, before beginning his film career. They
had four children—Sunny, Bobby, Vijayta,
and Ajeeta. Sunny Deol, the eldest, is a
prominent actor, filmmaker, and politician.
He is married to Pooja Deol, and they
have two sons: Karan, an actor married
to Drisha Acharya, and Rajveer, who
debuted in Dono. Bobby Deol, also a
well-known actor and producer, is
married to interior designer Tanya
Ahuja; their sons are Aryaman and
Dharam. Dharmendra’s daughters
from his first marriage kept a low
profile. Vijayta is married to Vivek
Gill, with two children, Prerna and
Sahil. Ajeeta lives in California with

her husband, Dr. Kiran Chaudhri,

and their daughters, Dr. Nikita Mina

The 1969 drama film by Hrishikesh Mukherjee was based on the
Bengali novel of the same name by Narayan Sanyal.

It featured Dharmendra once again opposite Sharmila Tagore in
what is considered one of his finest roles in Indian cinema.

The movie, which followed the actor’s Satyapriya ‘Sath’ Acharya,
was deeply philosophical and explored integrity and idealism. It won
the National Film Award For Best Feature Film in Hindi that year.

5.SEETA AUR GEETA

This 1972 Indian Hindi-language comedy drama film by the Sholay
team about two separated identical twins Seeta and Geeta (Hema
Malini) who meet years later and swap places.

Dharmendra plays the role of Raka, who is Seeta’s love interest. This
film solidified the couple as a favourite pair with fans. Both Dhar-
mendra and Hema Malini starred in more than two dozen movies
including Tum Haseen Main Jawan, Dreamgirl, Charas, Aazad, Raja
Rani and Tum Haseen Main Jawan.

6. YAADON KI BARAT

The 1973 masala film by Nasir Hussain followed three brothers who
are separated after their parents are murdered by a gangster. It be-
came a trendsetter for the “lost brother” trope.

Dharmendra plays the elder brother in the movie, who reunites with
his two other lost siblings years later through a song that his parents
used to sing. The brothers then extract their revenge from the man
who killed their parents. The film was a commercial hit and is still

remembered for its title song.

7. PRATIGYA

The 1975 Indian Hindi-language action comedy film produced by
Dharmendra and B. S. Deol starred Dharmendra, Hema Malini, Ajit,
Johnny Walker, Jagdeep, Mukri, Mehar Mittal and Keshto Mukherijee.
The story revolves around Dharmendra’s Ajit who is out to avenge
his parents’ brutal murder by dreaded dacoit Bharat Thakur.

Along with its action sequences, the film is remembered for its
slap-stick comedy. The film has a memorable song Main Jat Yamla
Pagla Deewana.

8. DHARAM VEER

9. YAMLA PAGLA DEEWANA/APNE

From his own production house Vijayta Films, the two films feature
the Deol family with Dharmendra and sons Sunny and Bobby Deol.
While the 2007 film Apne brought the family together for an emo-
tional saga. Yamla Pagla Deewana in 2011 featured the family on a
hilarious roller coaster ride. The film’s title comes from the hit track
that featured in Pratiggya. Both the films were commercial hits and
explored the real life bond that Dharmendra shared with his sons
on celluloid. Yamla Pagla Deewana was followed by a sequel, Yam-
la Pagla Deewana 2 in 2013.

’ \e

In this 1977 film, Dharmendra and Jeetendra play two lost twins who,
unaware about their relationship, become best friends. Dharmendra
falls for a princess while Jeetendra loves a gypsy girl.

They eventually realise that they are brothers and their uncle plotted
them to be killed to usurp the kingdom. The film featured the popu-
lar song Saat Ajoobe iss duniya mein and was a hit.

E i V o ST

M

and Dr. Prianka Chaudhri.

In 1980, Dharmendra married ac-
tress Hema Malini, his co-star in
several hits including Seeta Aur
Geeta and Sholay. They had two
daughters: Esha, mother to Radhya

and Miraya, and Ahana, married to
Vaibhav Vohra, with twins Astraia
and Adea, and a son, Darien.

10. ROCKY AUR RANI KIIPREM KAHAANI

In the 2023 Karan Johar National award-winning film, Dharmen-
dra portrayed the family’s Alzheimer’s-stricken grandfather who
shares tender moments with his grandson Rocky (Ranveer Singh).
His lost love for Rani’s grandmother Jamini (Shabana Azmi) forms
the foundation for Rocky and Rani’s relationship. In the film, Dhar-
mendra is seen romancing Azmi to classic Hindi melodies, and the
two even share a kiss.

City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Inmaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and printed at Manipal Media Network Limited
Opp. Govt School, Kempalinganahalli, Near Kunigal Cross, Nelamangala TQ, Bangalore Rural Dist. -562123, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at S. J. R. V. Printers,
No. 208 Plot No. B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad — 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008.
(RNI'No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.




