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‘India can’t be a Dalal Nation’

LPG supplies on track, more ships arriving, India’s energy security intact, diaspora’s dafety
remains priority, Centre tells all-party meetmg on West Asia crisis implications for India

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday as-
sured political leaders across
parties that India’s energy po-
sition remains secure, even as
tensions persist in West Asia.
The assurance came during an
all-party meeting that lasted for
nearly 1 hour and 45 minutes.

The government empha-
sised that there is “enough
energy security” in the coun-
try and current demand is be-
ing fully met. It also con-
veyed that advance procure-
ment has been undertaken and
discussions are ongoing with
multiple nations to ensure
continuity of supplies.

Efforts to diversify sourcing
routes are also underway to
minimise any potential dis-
ruption.

“Things are under control’
Responding to concerns
raised by Opposition mem-
bers regarding LPG availabil-
ity and shipments via the
Strait of Hormuz, the govern-
ment stated that the situation
is stable.

It informed participants that
four vessels carrying supplies
are expected to arrive within
the next four to five days. Au-
thorities reiterated that there
is no shortage and adequate
reserves are in place.

The government maintained

tics” and not on the back foot,
asserting that there is “noth-
ing to worry” and no need for
panic. It said it is taking ev-
eryone on board and remains
open to discussions with the
Opposition at any time.

Inside Modi-Trump
phone call
The External Affairs Minister
referred to the PM’s last con-
versation with US President
Donald Trump, conveying
that the message was clear:
the war should end, because it
is hurting everybody.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh opened the floor for
discussion, emphasising that
people in India need to be tak-

NEW DELHI

Amid the West Asia con-
flict, 1,043 Indian nation-
als, including 717 stu-
dents, have crossed
out of Iran with the
assistance of the
mission in Tehran,
the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said
on Wednesday. At
an inter-ministerial
briefing here on the
West Asia situation,
Aseem R Mabhajan,
Additional Secre-
tary (Gulf), MEA, also said
the overall flight situation
continues to improve, and
that around 4.26 lakh pas-
sengers have returned from

4.26L passengers
returned to India: MEA

We are according
the highest
priority to ensure
the safety,
security, and well-
being of the large
Indian community
intheregion
—Aseem R Mahajan,
Addl Secy (Gulf), MEA

the region to India since
February 28. “During this
period, 2,149 flights, in-
cluding scheduled and
non-scheduled flights of
Indian as well as
foreign carriers,
have operated
from the region to
India,” he said.
The MEA said it
continues to close-
ly monitor the
evolving situation
in the Gulf and the
West Asia region.
“We are according
the highest priority to en-
sure the safety, security, and
well-being of the large Indi-
an community in the re-
gion,” Mahajan said.

CCPA warns restaurants against
levying ‘Gas’ or ‘LPG’ charges

NEW DELHI

that it is “on top of geopoli-

en care of. The
Foreign Secre-
tary made a
presentation de-
tailing the broader
geopolitical situation,
including developments relat-
ed to Iran, the ongoing con-
flict, and energy security con-
cerns.

India cannot act

as a‘dalal’: EAM

India cannot act as a “dalal
nation” in global geopolitics,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said at the all-par-
ty meet on West Asia crisis.
The minister’s remarks came
when Opposition raised con-
cerns over Pakistan mediating
talks between United States
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and Iran amid
the ongoing con-
flict.

Reveals reason
behind
US strikes on Iran
Opposition leaders questioned
the reasons behind the US and
Israel’s strikes on Iran. In re-
sponse, the Foreign Secretary
reportedly said Iran had as-
sured it would not conduct
nuclear testing but appeared
to be moving in that direction,
which prompted the attacks.
The Opposition also raised
concerns that the Prime Min-
ister’s statement in the House
regarding COVID was creat-
ing a sense of panic in the
country. In response, the gov-

ernment said this is not cor-
rect, but added that if such a
situation exists anywhere, it is
being looked into.

All parties participated
actively: Rijiju

Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said all
parties participated actively in
the meeting and raised con-
cerns over the ongoing con-
flict involving Iran, Israel and
the United States, and its pos-
sible implications for India.

He added that opposition
parties assured full support to
the government in handling
the situation. “All the opposi-
tion colleagues have said that
in this hour of crisis, whatever
decision the government
takes, whatever steps it takes
according to the prevailing
situation, everyone will sup-
port it unitedly,” he said, add-
ing that the government had
shared adequate information
with all parties.

The meeting, chaired by
Union Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, was held at Par-
liament and saw participation
from top ministers including
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, and Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri.

Iran rejects US peace deal, issues
its own ceasefire proposal

Oil prices fall

Oil prices plunged more than
5% early on Wednesday
after Trump reportedly sent
apeaceplantolran. Laterin
the day, oil prices stood at a
lower trend of more than 4%.
Brent crude futures fell 4%
to $100.32 per barrel, while
US West Texas Intermediate
crude futures were down
3.4% to $89.24 per barrel.

TEHRAN

Iran on Wednesday rejected
the 15-point ceasefire propos-
al by the United States aimed
at ending the ongoing war,
saying it will decide the tim-
ing and terms of any cease-
fire, according to Iranian state
media.

Citing an unidentified se-
nior official, Iran’s En-
glish-language broadcaster
Press TV reported that Tehran
had responded negatively to
the US peace plan. “Iran has
responded negatively to an
American proposal aimed at
ending the ongoing imposed
war,” the official said, adding
that the conflict would end
only on Iran’s terms.

Pak officials confirm receipt
of 15-point ceasefire proposal

LAHORE

In a stern warning to hotels and restaurants, the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) on Wednesday said that levying addi-
tional charges such as ‘LPG charges’ or ‘fuel cost recovery’ amounts
to an unfair trade practice, and strict action will be taken against vio-
lators. Noting that several complaints had been received against hotels
and restaurants for adding such charges, the CCPA clarified that this
practice violates the Consumer Protection Act, 2019. It stated that only
applicable taxes can be added to the price mentioned on the menu.

Min: Over 3 cr fake accounts
removed from IRCTC portal

NEW DELHI

Insisting that the Govern-
ment is taking tough action
against touts from selling
train tickets, Railway Min-

ister Ashwini Vaishnaw on

Wednesday said
more than three
crore fake accounts
from the IRCTC por-
tal have been re-
moved so that genu- -
ine passengers get train
tickets.

Asserting that the gov-
ernment’s focus is to ensure
comfortable and affordable
services to the people, the
minister also said that more
than 75,000 special trains

have been operated so far
this financial year.

About running more
trains during peak seasons,
he said the government in-
troduced more special
trains compared to the UPA

2 government, the
| Minister said in his
reply during Ques-
tion Hour in Lok
Sabha.

Around 70% of
the coaches in trains are
general and sleeper coaches
while 78% seats are in the
non-AC categories, he said.

The minister also said that
due to focus on railway safe-
ty, consequential accidents
have come down 90%.

Two Pakistani officials report-
edly confirmed that Iran re-
ceived a 15-point ceasefire
proposal from the Trump ad-
ministration, aimed at ending
the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East region. The
peace plan mentions sanctions

relief, limits of Iran’s nuclear
programme, monitoring by
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, missile limits
and access for ships through
the Strait of Hormuz, a Paki-
stani official told agencies. The
confirmation comes after re-
ports of Trump sending the
peace plan to Iran.

“No negotiations will be held
prior to that... The end of the
war will occur when Iran de-
cides it should end, not when
Trump envisions its conclu-
sion,” the official stated.
The official also laid out five
key conditions for ending the
war. These include a complete
halt to what Iran described as
“aggression and assassina-
tions”, as well as firm guaran-
tees to ensure that hostilities
are not resumed in the future.
Tehran is also seeking clearly
defined compensation for war
damages and reparations.
The conditions further call
for a complete end to the con-
flict across all fronts, includ-
ing among allied groups in
the Middle East region.

Iran ‘stres’ USS:
Abraham Lincoln

TEHRAN/JERUSALEM

Amid possibilities of peace
talks between Iran and the
US, tensions don’t seem to
take a rest between Israel
and Iran. Both the coun-
tries ramped up strikes
against each other, with Is-
raeli Defence Minister Isra-
el Katz saying the cam-
paign would continue “at
full intensity”.

The Israeli military also
stated that Iran fired dozens
of missiles at Israel on the
war’s first and second
days. However, added that
this number “dropped
quickly”.

Tensions in the Gulf re-
gion escalated sharply on
Wednesday after Iran’s mil-
itary claimed it launched
coastal cruise missiles tar-
geting the US Navy’s air-
craft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln (CVN-72), while
warning of more attacks if
the vessel moves within
range of its missile systems.

In a statement, the Irani-
an Army’s public relations
office stated its forces had
targeted the carrier strike
group with coastal cruise
missiles. The announce-
ment did not specify the
extent of damage or wheth-
er the missiles reached
their intended target.

The development comes
amid heightened confronta-
tion in the strategic waters
of the Strait of Hormuz and
the Persian Gulf, a region
critical to global energy
supplies.

Rear Admiral Shahram
Irani, commander of the
Iranian Navy, said the US
carrier group is under con-
stant surveillance and
would face “crushing
strikes™ if it enters the op-
erational range of Iranian
missile systems. “Iranian
naval forces are closely
monitoring the movements

More US troops
inMiddle East

The 82nd Airborne is
considered the Amer-
ican Army’s emergen-
cy response force, and

is reportedly tech-

nically deployed on
short notice. It would
be the latest addition
of US troops after of-

ficials last week said
that thousands of

Marines aboard sev-

eral Navy ships would
be heading to the

Middle East. The 82nd
Airborne troops are
reportedly trained to

parachute into hostile
or contested territory

to secure key territory
and airfields.

of the Abraham Lincoln,
and any hostile presence
within missile range will
be met with overwhelming
force,” he said, according
to Iranian state media re-
ports cited by Reuters.

Irani also asserted that
Iran maintains “firm and
effective control” over the
Strait of Hormuz, empha-
sising what he described as
the country’s maritime
dominance in the region.
He added that Iranian forc-
es are continuously track-
ing military vessels operat-
ing near its waters.

In strongly worded re-
marks, the navy chief said
Iran would not back down
in defending its interests,
invoking national resolve
and warning adversaries
against escalation.

The USS Abraham Lin-
coln (CVN-72) is the 5th
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier
in the US Navy and forms
a key part of Washington’s
military presence in the
region.

‘No change in LPG refill rule, avoid panic buying’

NEW DELHI

Amid concerns over LPG
supply due to the ongoing
West Asia conflict, the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natural
Gas has rejected claims that
the waiting period between
consecutive 14.2-kg cylinder
refill bookings has been ex-
tended from 25 to 35 days.

In an official clarification,

the ministry said reports cir-
culating in sections of the me-
dia and on social platforms
about changes in LPG refill
norms are incorrect, adding
that there has been no revi-
sion in the existing rules.
According to the ministry,
the minimum gap between two
refill bookings continues to be:
25 days in urban areas and 45
days in rural areas. It also urged

consumers not to resort to pan-
ic booking, assuring that there
is sufficient LPG supply to
meet demand. The clarification
follows widespread reports
suggesting that the Centre had
increased the refill gap to 35
days as part of measures to
manage supply constraints.
Some reports attributed the
move to oil marketing compa-
nies, including Indian Oil.

_TECH TITANS

‘B’luru, Hyd power half of India’s urban growth momentum’

BENGALURU

The two southern tech
hubs--Bengaluru and Hyder-
abad--now power over half of
India’s urban growth momen-
tum, reshaping jobs, consump-
tion, mobility and the future of
Indian cities, according to a
data released on Wednesday.

Together, the two cities ac-
counted for about 53% of all
Grade A office space added
across India’s top cities in the
last five years, the “WeAreC-
ity 2026” report stated.

The findings are part of
“WeAreCity 20267, the sec-
ond edition of Unboxing-
BLR’s flagship data report on
Indian cities, unveiled at the

o ?n .- .
Indlaspora Global AI Summlt
2026 here.

Titled “A Tale of Two Cit-
ies”, UnboxingBLR said in a
statement that the report pres-
ents a data-led comparison of
Bengaluru and Hyderabad,
India’s two fastest-growing
tech hubs that are increasingly
challenging the economic

dommance of Delh1 NCR and
Greater Mumbai. Despite
having significantly smaller
populations than Delhi NCR
and Greater Mumbai, the two
cities are “punching far above

their weight”, it said.

“They (Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad) have contributed
nearly 50% of new domestic

flight movements among In-
dia’s top eight cities in just
the last two year. In 2024-25,
one in every four new compa-
nies formed across India’s
major cities was registered in
either Bengaluru or Hyder-
abad. This is not incremental
growth, it is structural mo-
mentum,” the report stated.
While both cities are an-
chored by technology-led
growth, the data highlights
sharp contrasts in how they
function, grow and behave.
Bengaluru continues to lead
as India’s startup capital, with
an edge in startups, funding,
innovation output and emerg-
ing tech jobs. It also shows
higher bank deposits and mu-

tual fund participation, indi-
cating greater disposable in-
come and financial maturity.

Hyderabad, meanwhile, is
emerging rapidly as a Global
Capability Centre (GCC) hub,
narrowing the gap with Ben-
galuru in enterprise tech jobs.
It has recorded faster growth
in retail credit and housing
loans, signalling a city still
building core assets.

Both cities dominate en-
try-level hiring across IT,
manufacturing, pharma and
BFSI sectors, outpacing Delhi
and Mumbai combined in
several segments, it said. Ben-
galuru led the Workforce Pull
Index, followed by Greater
Mumbai and Delhi NCR.
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Autodriver held for
dumping woman’s
body in garbage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Kengeri police have
arrested autorickshaw
driver Basavegowda in
connection with the inci-
dent where a woman was
hit by an autorickshaw on
Sunday night and threw
her into a garbage dump
instead of taking herto a
hospital. On Sunday
night, a 55-year-old
woman was hit by an au-
torickshaw driven by Ba-
savegowda. Believing that
he would be admitted to
the hospital after the ac-
cident, he threw the in-
jured Kempamma into a
garbage dump near Ken-
geri and fled. Locals found
the woman’s body ina
garbage dump on Mon-
day and informed the po-
lice. The Kengeri police
visited the spot and start-
ed an investigation. Ba-
savegowda has been ar-
rested in connection with
the inhuman act of
throwing the injured
woman into a garbage
dump. Police said the ac-
cused is likely to be pro-
duced in court on
Wednesday and remand-
ed in custody for further
interrogation.

Man stabs sister
for refusing to
send his wife him

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
In a shocking incident, a
man who was married
to his sister’s daughter
stabbed his sister to
deathin the city. The
accused, who was mar-
ried to his sister’s
daughter, allegedly
committed the act after
his sister Maheshwari
(55) refused to send his
daughter with him. A
case has been registered
at Adugodi police
station.

Sudha Raghunathan
receives Ram Seva
Mandali Award

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Singer Sudha Raghuna-
than has been selected
for the National Award

presented by the Sri
Rama Seva Mandali

Trust on the occasion of

the SVN Memorial Annu-

al Music Festival. The
trust is organising a mu-
sic festival at the SVAN

Memorial Hall in Nettig-
ere village on March 28,

April 4,11and 18. The
award ceremony will be
held on Aplril 28 and for-

mer ISRO Chairman K

Radhakrishnan, S Som-

nath, Brigade Group

President MR Jayas-
hankar and SDME Socie-
ty Vice President Suren-

dra Kumar Hegde will
participate as guests,
the release said.
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' Clean treatment: BWSSB to pump
up 20 of 34 STPs by year-end

In @ move to upgrade sewage infrastructure, the Board is upgrading
multiple rehabllltated sewage treatment plants across Bengaluru city

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a move to upgrade sewage
infrastructure, the Bengaluru
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) is upgrading
multiple rehabilitated Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)
across the city.

The focus is on enhancing
the capacity and efficiency of
existing STPs in both the East
and West zones. Of 34 exist-
ing STPs, 20 have been taken
up under the National Green
Tribunal norms among which
seven are at a cost of around
Rs 33.4 crore and are expect-
ed to be completed by the end
of this year.

These rehabilitation proj-
ects cover plants in Shivaji-
nagar, Mahadevapura, KR
Puram and Dasarahalli with
capacities ranging from 2
MLD to 60 MLD, with four
in the East zone and three in
the West zone.

In the East, plants at Ulsoor

(2 MLD), Kadugodi (6 MLD),
K&C Valley (60 MLD) and Yel-
lamallappashetty lake (15 MLD)
are being upgraded, while in the
West, STPs at Chikkabanavara
(5 MLD), Seegehalli-K&C
Valley (40 MLD) and Na-
gasandra (20 MLD) are under
rehabilitation. Officials said
the rehabilitation works in-
clude modernisation of old
infrastructure, upgrading
treatment processes and en-
suring compliance with envi-

ronmental standards.
BWSSB chairman Ram
Prasanth Manohar said rehabil-
itation essentially means up-
grading older sewage treatment
plants to meet the revised stan-
dards set by the National Green
Tribunal in 2018. To meet these
parameters, they are adding a
tertiary treatment stage to exist-
ing plants. While the conven-
tional system, primary clarifier,
aeration tank and secondary
clarifier, remains, an additional
unit in the form of a disc filter

is being installed. This acts as a
physical filtration step before
chlorination, significantly im-
proving the final treated water
quality. Since these are brown-
field projects, upgrades are be-
ing carried out in phases with-
out shutting down operations,
which makes execution more
challenging, he added.
Alongside the rehabilitation
works, BWSSB is also rolling
out new STPs in the CE (Proj-
ect) zone to cater to growing
urban settlements. Each proj-
ect, costing between Rs 10
crore and Rs 39 crore, is de-
signed to meet increasing
sewage treatment demand in
rapidly developing localities.
The new STPs are expected to
be operational by 2028, with
progress already nearing 100
percent in some locations. Fi-
nancially, these projects are
also on track, with significant
expenditure already made to-
wards their completion.

34% OF 72L. HOMES DON’T
HAVE TAP WATER: CAG

BENGALURU

Karnataka has failed to pro-
vide tap water connections to
24.5 lakh rural households or
34 percent of the targeted
72.1 lakh, well past the March
2024 deadline under Jal Je-
evan Mission, according to a
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) report
tabled in the legislative as-
sembly.

The audit, covering 2019 to
2024 across seven districts,
flagged gaps in planning, ex-
ecution, financial manage-
ment and water quality moni-
toring, undermining the mis-
sion’s goal of ensuring Har
Ghar Jal.

At the state level, irregular
participation by departments
affected convergence with
schemes like Swachh Bharat
Mission (Grameen) and Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana. Though some villages
proposed convergence strate-
gies, none were implemented.

Delays in project execution
further hit outcomes. The au-

dit cited poor planning, includ-
ing awarding contracts without
ensuring land availability,
flawed DPRs and overbur-
dened contractors. Some proj-
ects were abandoned midway
despite substantial expenditure,
while others failed to take off
for years. The report also
flagged weak post-implemen-
tation management and over-
dependence on groundwater
sources, raising sustainability
concerns.

The state was heavily reli-
ant on groundwater sources
for water supply, posing the
risk of unsustainability in the
long run. The department’s
efforts to include sustainable
measures such as recharge of
groundwater through conser-
vation and reuse of water re-

sources, and grey water man-
agement, were inadequate, the
report noted. Despite limited
broader impact on public
health and employment, the
report said JJM did register
gains on select social indica-
tors. The mission helped ease
the burden on women and
contributed to reducing the
dropout rate among upper pri-
mary school girls from 2.3 to
1.5 by 2023-24. The imple-
mentation of JJM through im-
proved household water access
is one of the contributing fac-
tors in reducing the average
dropout rate of upper primary
school girls as it reduced the
time and burden on girls for
water collection. Similarly, sev-
eral women highlighted savings
in time and labour which was
diverted to other domestic
work, self-care or economic
opportunities. Further, many
women flagged increased
safety as the mission reduced
the risk of crime or wild ani-
mal attacks during long wa-
ter-fetching journeys, the re-
port pointed out.

Charging extra
for LPG delivery
illegal: Minister

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Gas supply agencies cannot
compel consumers to pay extra
for doorstep delivery of LPG
cylinders, state government has
clarified, urging the public to
report such incidents. Food,
Civil Supplies, Consumer Af-
fairs and Legal Metrology Min-
ister KH Muniyappa told the
legislative council that oil com-
panies have informed the state
government that the retail
selling price of LPG includes
delivery charges and that there
is no provision to levy any ad-
ditional delivery fee. Replying
to MLC Dr Dhananjay Sarji
on complaints of consumers
being fleeced in the name of
cylinder delivery, the Minister
said instances have been re-
ported where customers are
forced to pay Rs 50 to Rs 100
extra at the time of delivery.
Like other cities, demand for
payment of doorstep delivery
is rampant and in high-rise
apartments, consumers are
often made to pay a higher
amount for doorstep service.

BENGALURU CITY
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Memorial démad.
for Dr Reddy to be
examined: Khandre

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Forest Minister Ishwar
Khandre told the Assembly
that the family of Dr Samik-
sha Reddy, a young veteri-
narian who died in a hippo-
potamus attack at the Tava-
rekoppa Tiger and Lion
Sanctuary in Shivamogga
district, has suggested that a
memorial be built in the
Bannerghatta National Park
or elsewhere in the name of
the deceased, and that this
has been accepted.

Responding to a request to
draw the attention of Shiva-
mogga MLA Channabasap-
pa, he said that the tragedy
took place within a few days
of joining duty. I met the
family of the deceased and
offered my condolences.

At that time, the govern-
ment had offered a compen-
sation of Rs 30 lakh. But
the family members re-
quested that no compensa-
tion be given and a memo-
rial be built at Bannerghatta
or another zoo. He said that
the government will consid-
er building a memorial in
the coming days.

The young doctor was en-
thusiastic. He had previous-

‘Probeinto

caseon’

A high-level investiga-
tion has been ordered
into this case, and the
Forest Department is
also investigating. The
police are also investi-
gating. CCTV footage,
messages on their
mobile phones will all
be investigated. Action
will be taken if anyone
is found to have
lapses in duty, said
Ishwara Khandre.

ly treated and saved a leop-
ard at the zoo. On the night
of the incident, he had gone
on duty to administer anti-
biotics to a bird, along with
two colleagues. After treat-
ing the bird, the incident
took place when he went to
check on the health of a nar-
whal that was in a separate
enclosure. The Forest Min-
ister clarified that if any of
our officials had made false
statements against the doc-
tor, disciplinary action
would be taken against
them.

Residents move HC against
school in Rajajinagar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The High Court has issued
notice to the government, po-
lice and Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority in response to a Public
Interest Litigation over the
functioning of a school in a res-
idential area of Rajajinagar.
A division bench of Chief
Justice Vibhu Bakhru and Jus-
tice CM Poonacha, posted the
petition filed by Rajajinagar

5th Block Residents’ Welfare
Association to July 2 for fur-
ther consideration. The peti-
tioners urged the court to is-
sue directions to the authori-
ties to consider their requests
vis-a-vis the problems they
faced owing to the conduct of
National Public School. They
claimed the school uses a
public address system
throughout the day, which
disturbs locals.

Will review decision to raise BPL
card income slab to Z3L: Min

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Food and Civil Supplies Min-
ister KH Muniyappa assured
that he will review and take
action regarding increasing
the income limit for priority
cards in Bengaluru city.

In this regard, during the
half-hour discussion on the
answer provided to the dot
identification question in the
session, MLA Ashwath
Narayan said, the income lim-
it of the BPL card should be
revised. In 2017, the income
limit was fixed at Rs 1.20
lakh. Now the income limit
needs to be revised. Accord-
ing to the Food Security Act,
50 percent of the people in
urban areas should be given

priority cards. It says that 70
percent should be given to ru-
ral areas. According to the
2011 census, there are
83,98,537 people in Bengalu-
ru. Ration cards have been
given to only 7.10 lakh in the
BBMP area. Considering to-
day’s population, it is not
even 15 percent, he said.

Today, the poor, widows,
disabled and auto drivers in
Bengaluru are not getting BPL
cards. As the people’s repre-
sentative of Bengaluru, we are
regretting that we have not
done anything for the poor.
We give a saree for Rs 200,
which is enough, thousands of
people stand in queues. We
say that the per capita income
of Bengaluru is good.

HEFTY FINES AWAIT RULE BREAKERS

Bannerghatta zoo will soon get observation tower

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bannerghatta Biological Park
(BBP) is set to get an obser-
vation tower within the zoo
premises, aimed at enhancing
visitor experience and pro-
moting conservation aware-
ness.

The project will be devel-
oped in partnership with Ro-
hini Nilekani Philanthropies,
which will fund the Rs
5-crore project through a
grant. A memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed on
March 24 between Rohini
Nilekani Philanthropies and
BBP, which is a unit under the
Zoo Authority of Karnataka.
The proposed 25-metre-high
tower will offer panoramic
views of Bannerghatta Na-

€ L
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tional Park and the Bengaluru
skyline. It has been designed
to accommodate 50-70 visi-
tors at a time.

The structure will also in-
corporate sustainable features
such as solar energy systems
and rainwater harvesting. Of-
ficials said the tower will in-

N

clude educational elements
and curated experiences to
encourage nature-based learn-
ing and responsible tourism.
BBP, which attracts over 2.2
million visitors annually,
plays a key role in wildlife
rescue, conservation, and
public education. BBP execu-

tive director AV Surya Sen
said the initiative would
strengthen conservation out-
reach while enhancing visitor
engagement.

The proposed observation
tower will not only enhance
visitor experience through im-
mersive, nature-based learn-
ing, but will also stand as a
symbol of our dedication to
environmentally responsible
infrastructure, he said. Public
institutions like Bannerghatta
Biological Park are vital spac-
es where people can connect
with nature, not merely as
spectators, but as participants
in a shared ecological future,
Rohini Nilekani said, express-
ing hope the observation tow-
er will inspire a sense of awe
for the natural world.

Towing back in B’luru as cops target illegal parking
iH |

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Motorists parking in no-park-
ing zones risk their vehicles
being towed away as authori-
ties reintroduce operations
after a four-year gap.

The towing will be done by
vehicles owned by Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
and operated by its staff. Fine
for parking violation remains
Rs 500. Additionally,
two-wheelers are charged Rs
650 and four-wheelers Rs
1,000 by way of towing
charges. Unlike the earlier
system that relied on private
‘Tiger’ towing vehicles, the
new system is being super-
vised by the police, with an
assistant sub-inspector lead-

ing each operation.Traffic po-
lice maintain that illegal park-
ing, often spanning across
multiple lanes on busy roads,
is a major contributor to con-
gestion in the city.

City Police Commissioner
Seemanth Kumar Singh said
the rollout has already begun

in Bengaluru Central City
Corporation and Bengaluru
West City Corporation. Soon,
it will be extended to the oth-
er divisions as well, he told.
Joint Commissioner (Traffic)
Kartik Reddy said the move is
aimed at tackling the worsen-
ing traffic congestion caused by

illegal parking. The towing ve-
hicles will have CCTV cameras
fitted at the front and back.
Upon spotting any parking vio-
lation, police will make an an-
nouncement and wait a few
minutes for the vehicle to be
removed. Thereafter, it will be
towed away, he explained.
Officials added that all per-
sonnel involved, including the
ASI, will be equipped with
body-worn cameras to ensure
transparency. Towing of vehi-
cles was suspended in Feb
2022, following complaints of
unruly behaviour by private
towing staff and allegations of
corruption involving traffic
police personnel. Since then,
the authorities had relied on
wheel clamps to penalise vio-

lators, but officials said the
measure proved ineffective as
vehicles remained stuck in
one place.

The government has pro-
vided ten towing vehicles,
two vehicles each, to the five
municipalities under the GBA
jurisdiction, including a po-
lice inspector, a constable,
and four personnel from the
GBA to tow the vehicles.

CCTYV cameras have been
installed at the front and rear
of the towing vehicle, and any
mishaps or disturbances will
be captured. This will allow
senior officials to keep an eye
on the behaviour of the staff.
It has been decided to tow
mainly on roads with heavy
traffic and no parking spaces.

Job fraud: 4 more arrested

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The CCB police have arrested
four more accused in a case in
which they duped hundreds of
people of crores of rupees by
promising them jobs in the
court.

GS Venkata Reddy, Thip-
peswamy, Siddalingaiah and
Vijaya Siddalingaiah
Hiremath have been arrested.
With this, the total number of
arrests in the case has in-
creased to six. Earlier, the
CCB police had arrested a
couple named Jason D’Souza
and Lavina, who were de-
frauding unemployed and job
seekers by promising them
D-Group posts in the courts.

The accused, who had hired
agents to collect money and
find job seekers, used the in-
formation they provided to

target the unemployed and
those working for low wages
in private companies. They
would extort money ranging
from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 25 lakh
from each person on the pre-
text of work. The police said
that they would give commis-
sion to the agents from the
money they defrauded.

They would pretend to ver-
ify documents in private ho-
tels and show fake offer let-
ters to convince them. When
the people who gave them
money inquired about the job,
they would pass the time by
telling stories like “I’ll be
back tomorrow.” Finally, they
would escape without answer-
ing the victims’ phone calls.
Cases were registered against
the accused in some places,
including Basaveshwara
Nagar.
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Man arrested for
possessing ganjain
Raichur

RAICHUR
Raichur police have ar-
rested a man for allegedly
possessing and storing
ganjain a public placein
the city.

The incident took place in
Thimmappurapete locali-
ty, where the accused
was reportedly found in
possession of the contra-
band. Acting on credible
information, police con-
ducted araid in the area
and apprehended the
suspect. The arrested in-
dividual has been identi-
fied as Krishna Adeppe, a
resident of Thimmappu-
rapete. Police said that
the accused had stored
ganja in a public space,
raising concerns over ille-
gal drug activity in the lo-
cality. Following the ar-
rest, the police seized the
contraband and took the
accused into custody. A
case has been registered
at the Netajinagar Police
Station, and further inves-
tigation is underway to
ascertain the source of
the ganja and whether
others are involved in the
case.

Officials stated that strict
action will be taken
against those involved in
the illegal possession and
distribution of narcotic
substances. They also
appealed to the public to
cooperate with law en-
forcement agencies and
report any suspicious ac-
tivities related to drugs.
The police have intensi-
fied surveillance in the
area as part of efforts to
curb drug-related offenc-
es in the city.

Applications invited for
horticulture training
for farmers’ children

VIJAYAPURA
The Department of Horti-
culture has invited appli-
cations from children of
farmers for a 10-month
horticulture training pro-
gram for 2026-27. Seven-
teen candidates will be
selected, including six
women and three from
Scheduled Castes. The
program aims to provide
practical knowledge and
skills in horticulture. Se-
lected students from Vi-
jayapur will train at the
Horticulture Training Cen-
tre near Hidkal Dam in
Belagavi district. Appli-
cants must have passed
SSLC, own agricultural
land registered in the pa-
hani, and actively partici-
pate in farming or horti-
culture. Age limits vary:
18-33 for SC/ST candi-
dates, 18—-30 for general
category, and 33-65 for
ex-servicemen. Forms are
available at the offices of
the Joint Director of Horti-
culture and the Senior As-
sistant Director in Vi-
jayapur or online at horti-
culturedir.kar.gov.in from
March 12 to April 13. Appli-
cants must submit forms
with a small fee by April
15 before 5:30 pm. For
queries, contact
8310703511 or
9535602918.
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Bidar police crack house theft

case, recover stolen gold

Superintendent of Police Pradeep Gunti reported a Kamal Nagar house theft of gold,
silver, and cash; police traced the culprits’ vehicle and identified them in Maharashtra

BIDAR

Bidar police have successful-
ly cracked a major house theft
case in Kamal Nagar town,
recovering the entire stolen
property and arresting the ac-
cused. In a separate operation,
police also seized 84 kilo-
grams of ganja and arrested
one accused officials said.
Addressing the media, Su-
perintendent of Police
Pradeep Gunti said that the
house theft occurred at a resi-
dence near the APMC market
in Kamal Nagar. Unknown
persons had broken into the
house and decamped with
valuables, including approxi-
mately 320 grams of gold,
690 grams of silver, and X1
lakh in cash.Following the in-
cident, a case was registered
and an investigation was
launched immediately. Using
technical inputs from the po-
lice command center, officers

were able to identify the vehi-
cle used by the culprits during
the crime. Based on this cru-
cial lead, the investigation
team traced the accused to
neighbouring Maharashtra.
Police teams swiftly acted
on the information and appre-
hended all three accused in-
volved in the theft. During the
operation, the entire stolen
property was successfully re-
covered, including 320 grams
of gold and 690 grams of sil-

L

ver ornaments. The accused
have been arrested and re-
manded to judicial custody.
Officials described the case as
significant, highlighting that
100 per cent of the stolen
property was recovered,
which is considered a major
achievement in theft cases.
In a separate incident, Bidar
police seized a large quantity
of ganja during a late-night
operation within the jurisdic-
tion of Manali Police Station.

At the Bangur check post, a
police team intercepted a ve-
hicle transporting contraband
along the highway. Upon in-
spection, the police recovered
84 kilograms of ganja, which
was reportedly being trans-
ported from Hyderabad to
Mabharashtra. One accused, a
resident of Bidar, was appre-
hended on the spot along with
the contraband.A case has
been registered, and the ar-
rested individual has been re-
manded to judicial custody.
Police said efforts are under-
way to trace and apprehend
the second accused involved
in the smuggling operation,
and he is expected to be ar-
rested soon. Superintendent of
Police Pradeep Gunti com-
mended the efforts of the po-
lice teams involved in both
operations and reiterated the
department’s commitment to
maintaining law and order in
the district.

Mr. Karanth emphasized APEDA standards, RCMC registration, quality
farming, and sustainable practices to boost Raichur exports globally

Capacity building workshop on
agricultural exports held in Raichur

RAICHUR

A special training workshop
on agricultural and horticul-
tural exports was recently
held at the Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK) in Raichur.
The programme, organised
jointly by the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Ex-
port Development Authority
(APEDA), Bengaluru, and
KVK Raichur, aimed to teach
farmers and stakeholders
about export opportunities,
quality standards, and value
addition in farm produce.

Mr. Karanth, Business De-
velopment Manager at APE-
DA, spoke about the organi-
sation’s objectives and activi-
ties. He explained the quality
standards required for export-
ing crops and the step-by-step
procedures farmers need to
follow. He noted that products
like green chilli, cucumber,
rice, and mango grown in
Raichur have good demand in
global markets.

“Maintaining high quality
is everyone’s responsibility,”
he said. He also advised farm-
ers to obtain a Registra-
tion-Cum-Membership Certif-
icate (RCMC) before export-
ing. While Indian agricultural
products are reaching coun-
tries including the United

States, Mexico, Europe, Ja-
pan, and Australia, Mr.
Karanth warned that improper
pesticide use can cause resi-
due levels to exceed limits,
leading to rejected shipments
and financial loss. He encour-
aged adopting scientific and
sustainable farming practices
for better results.Mohammed
Ali, Joint Director of Horti-
culture, highlighted govern-
ment schemes to boost horti-
cultural crop production and
increase farmers’ income. Dr.
Sharane Gowda Hiregouda,
Head of Food Processing and
Technology, explained that
value-added products can
bring higher profits and open
new markets.Dr. Thimmanna,
Head of KVK Raichur, em-
phasised year-round training
programmes on modern farm-
ing practices. He advised

farmers to use pesticides care-
fully, following recommended
guidelines, to ensure healthy,
export-ready crops.

The workshop was attended
by over 50 farmers, students,
and KVK staff, including As-
sistant Professor Dr. Hemala-
tha K.J., scientists Dr. Veena
and Dr. Mallareddy, and pro-
gressive farmer Achyut Red-
dy. Other local farmers pres-
ent included Uday Kumar
Sahukar, Rangappa Naik, Go-
pal Reddy, Chandrashekhar,
Shankrappa Tikkanagouda,
and Mahesh Bhallatagi.

The event provided farmers
with practical knowledge on
how to meet international
standards, increase their in-
come, and explore export
markets, strengthening Raic-
hur’s agricultural growth and
global presence.

Annual Urs to be
celebrated at
Malkhed Dargah
from March 26 to 28

KALABURAGI

The annual Urs Sharif (reli-
gious fair) will be held from
March 26 to 28 at the Hazrat
Syed Shah Khalifat-ur-Reh-
man Khadri Dargah Sharif in
Malkhed of Sedam taluk, or-
ganisers announced.Address-
ing a press conference, Hazrat
Al Haj Syed Shah Mustafa
Khadri said that the three-day
religious event will be con-
ducted with traditional rituals
and devotional programmes,
attracting devotees from across
the region.The celebrations
will commence on March 26
at 8.30 pm with Halka (prayer)
followed by Ghusl Sharif (cer-
emonial ablution of the
shrine). On March 27, the San-
dal procession will be held
with grand participation. Dev-
otees from Malkhed, Huda
(B), Sangavi, Malkhed Station,
Kunnur, and Diggaon villages
will take part in the proces-
sion, which will culminate at
the dargah. Later, ceremonial
rituals will be performed under
the guidance of Hazrat Syed
Shah Mustafa Khadri.On
March 28, a Panja procession
will be taken out from Malk-
hed at 8.30 pm. This will be
followed by a “Manava Dhar-
ma Chintana Sabha” (spiritual
discourse) organised under the
aegis of the All India Human
Dharma Seva Trust in the
presence of religious leaders.

Rumours of petrol shortage trigger panic buying in Bidar

BIDAR

Rumours of a petrol shortage
created panic across the city
on Wednesday, leading to
long queues and heavy rush at
fuel stations, even though
dealers confirmed there is no
shortage.

Hundreds of people, includ-
ing bike riders and auto driv-
ers, rushed to petrol pumps
after false messages spread on
social media. Fearing fuel
supply disruption, many tried
to refill their vehicles at once,
causing overcrowding at sev-
eral outlets.

The situation turned chaotic
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at major fuel stations, where
people stood in long lines un-
der the hot sun waiting for
their turn. The sudden in-
crease in demand also caused
traffic congestion around
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these areas, adding to public
inconvenience.Petrol pump
operators clearly denied any
shortage and said fuel sup-
plies are normal. B. L. Sind-
hol assured citizens that tank-

ers are arriving on time and
there is enough stock to meet
demand. He urged people not
to believe rumours or panic
unnecessarily.Sources said the
confusion may have started
due to concerns about con-
flicts in some Middle Eastern
countries, which led to specu-
lation about fuel supply is-
sues. However, officials clar-
ified that there is no impact
on local fuel availability.Au-
thorities have appealed to the
public to stay calm and de-
pend only on verified infor-
mation. They also warned
against sharing unconfirmed
messages on social media.

DC Dr. Anand K inspects SSLC examination centre in Vijayapura

VIJAYAPURA

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Anand K visited an SSLC
examination centre at
Marathi Vidyalaya in Vijay-
apur city on Wednesday and
conducted an inspection to
ensure smooth conduct of
the ongoing examinations.
During his visit, the Dep-
uty Commissioner reviewed
the arrangements made at
the centre and instructed of-
ficials to strictly follow ex-

amination guidelines. He
emphasized that all neces-

sary measures must be tak-
en to conduct the examina-
tions in a fair, transparent,
and manner without any
lapses.

Dr. Anand K directed the
officials and staff on duty to
remain highly vigilant and
ensure that no inconve-
nience is caused to students
appearing for the examina-
tion. He stressed the impor-
tance of maintaining disci-
pline, proper coordination,
and adherence to rules to

avoid any untoward inci-
dents.

The Deputy Commission-
er also inspected the basic
facilities provided at the ex-
amination centre,

including drinking water,
security arrangements, and
other essential amenities for
students. He checked the
functioning of CCTV cam-
eras installed at the centre
and instructed authorities to
ensure continuous monitor-
ing. Further, he highlighted

the importance of strict su-
pervision and asked offi-
cials to maintain punctuali-
ty and carry out their re-
sponsibilities with utmost
sincerity and care. He urged
the staff to discharge their
duties efficiently to ensure
the

smooth and hassle-free
conduct of the SSLC exam-
inations. Officials and staff
assigned to examination du-
ties were present during the
inspection.
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Rambhapur residents
miss out on free travel

VIJAYAPURA

Even as Karnataka’s Shakti
Scheme allows women to
travel for free by bus across
the State, residents of Ram-
bhapur, a neighborhood near
Vijayapura, are missing out.
The reason: there are no city
buses serving their area.

Rambhapur, just four kilo-
metres from Vijayapura city,
falls under the municipal lim-
its, yet it has no public bus
service. More than 200 house-
holds here struggle daily to
reach schools, workplaces,
hospitals, or markets. With no
buses available, people either
walk long distances or spend
extra money on private trans-
port.

Women and students feel
the lack most. Many have to
walk several kilometres to the
nearest bus stop, while others
rely on costly auto-rickshaws
or taxis. “We hear that women
can travel free across the
State, but here we don’t even
have a bus. How can we use
the scheme?” said a local res-
ident.

Rambhapur is located along
a national highway and near
the popular Shivagiri tourist
spot, yet its potential connec-
tivity is wasted. Residents
currently must cross the busy
highway and reach Sindagi

Women and students
struggle most, walking
kilometres or paying for

autos, unable to use free
state travel schemes

Naka to catch public trans-
port, adding both time and
expense to daily routines.

People have repeatedly re-
quested the district adminis-
tration and municipal author-
ities to start a city bus service,
but no action has been taken.
Parents worry about the safety
of children forced to walk
long distances, sometimes in
early morning or late evening
hours. Job seekers and stu-
dents face constant difficulty
commuting, affecting work
and studies.

Frustration is growing, and
residents warn they may pro-
test if their demands remain
ignored. They are calling on
the Transport Department and
local officials to ensure that
basic public transport reaches
Rambhapur soon.

The situation reflects a wid-
er problem: government wel-
fare schemes cannot help peo-
ple unless the supporting in-
frastructure is in place. Resi-
dents hope that authorities
will finally respond, provid-
ing buses and relief to a com-
munity long left struggling
without access.

Rabid Dog Attack Injures
Three Children in Lingsugur

RAICHUR

Panic gripped Lingsugur town
after a suspected rabid dog
attacked children playing on
the streets, leaving three of
them injured.

According to reports, the
incident occurred when the
children were playing in a lo-
cality of the town. A stray
dog, believed to be rabid, sud-
denly attacked them and bit
three children, causing inju-
ries. Local residents immedi-
ately rushed to their rescue
and shifted the injured to a
nearby hospital for treatment.

Medical sources said that
while all three children sus-
tained injuries, the condition
of two is reported to be seri-
ous. They have been referred
to the district hospital for fur-
ther treatment. The incident

has created fear among resi-
dents, with parents expressing
concern over the safety of
their children. With reports
that the dog is still roaming in
the area, many families are
hesitant to allow children to
step out of their homes.

Residents have informed
the veterinary department and
local panchayat authorities
about the incident and have
urged them to take immediate
action. They have demanded
that the stray dog be captured
at the earliest and steps be
taken to control the stray dog
menace in the town. Citizens
have also called for vaccina-
tion drives for stray dogs to
prevent such incidents in the
future. Authorities are expect-
ed to respond soon to address
the situation and ensure pub-
lic safety.

Rumours trigger panic over

L)

VIJAYAPURA

Rumours of a shortage of do-
mestic LPG cylinders trig-
gered panic among residents
in Vijayapur city on Wednes-
day, leading to long queues
and heavy crowding at gas
agencies, particularly near
Station Road.

A large number of people
were seen gathering at an HP
Gas agency on Station Road,
many carrying empty cylin-
ders in a rush to secure refills.
The sudden surge in demand
followed unverified informa-
tion circulating among the
public about a possible short-
age of cooking gas.

Eyewitnesses reported cha-
otic scenes as anxious con-
sumers lined up for hours un-
der the hot sun, fearing dis-
ruption in supply. The crowd
continued to swell throughout

domestic gas in Vijayapura
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the day, causing inconve-
nience to both the public and
agency staff.

Due to the growing crowd
and to maintain law and or-
der, Hoysala police personnel
were deployed at the gas
agency. Police were seen reg-
ulating the crowd and ensur-
ing that the situation remained
under control, preventing any
untoward incidents.

Despite the panic among
residents, sources associated
with the gas distribution sys-
tem clarified that there is no
shortage of domestic LPG in
the district. Supplies are said
to be normal, and the rush
was primarily driven by ru-
mours and misinformation.

Officials and agency staff
have urged the public not to
believe in false information
and to avoid panic booking or
hoarding of cylinders.
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Class 6 entrance |
exam set for minority
students

Mandya
The Minority Welfare De-
partment will conduct the
Class 6 entrance exam for
the 2025-26 academic
year on Sunday, April 12,
across Karnataka. Appli-
cations have been sub-
mitted online for Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam Residential
School, Adihalli; Govern-
ment Muslim Residential
School, Srirangapatna;
and Morarji Desai Resi-
dential School, Mandya
Town. Eligible students
from minority communi-
ties—Muslim, Christian,
Jain, Buddhist, Sikh, Par-
si—and SC/ST/OBC cate-
gories applied via the
Seva Sindhu portal. Admit
cards are available online.
For more details, students
can contact school princi-
pals or the District Minori-
ty Welfare Department.
The initiative aims to pro-
vide quality residential
education to minority and
underprivileged children.

Power
supply tobe
disrupted today

Vijayapura
The I0/1KV power distri-
bution station in Moratagi
will undergo fourth-quar-
ter maintenance on
March 26, causing disrup-
tion in electricity supply.
AlLTIKV lines from the
sub-station will be affect-
ed from 8 amto 3 pm,
said the Executive Engi-
neer of Indi Hescom. Con-
sumers are requested to
plan accordingly and co-
operate during the main-
tenance period. The work
aims to ensure stable and
efficient power distribu-
tionin the region. Resi-
dents and businesses in
the affected areas are ad-
vised to take necessary
precautions and avoid us-
ing heavy electrical equip-
ment during the outage to
prevent inconvenience
and possible damage.
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MP URGES UNITY AHEAD OF

DAVANAGERE BY-ELECTIONS

Dr. Mallikarjun praised Congress schemes, urging public and party support in
by-elections to continue development and welfare initiatives

DAVANAGERE

MP Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun
held a key meeting with Con-
gress women workers at the
party’s Davanagere office,
urging everyone to unite for
the upcoming by-elections.

Speaking at the gathering,
Dr. Mallikarjun highlighted
that Congress’s guarantee
schemes have significantly
improved the lives of people
and provided them with social
and financial security. She
said the public’s appreciation
of these programs reflects the
party’s successful administra-
tion.

The MP called on party

workers and citizens to ac-
tively support Congress in the
by-elections to ensure contin-
ued development in the re-

gion. She emphasized that
people’s participation and
votes are essential for carry-
ing forward welfare programs

and implementing new devel-
opment initiatives.

A large number of Congress
women workers attended the
meeting, including District
Congress Party Women’s Unit
President Anitabai Malatesh.
Officials said the meeting
aimed to strengthen coordina-
tion among party members
and encourage greater in-
volvement in election activi-
ties.

Dr. Mallikarjun concluded
by appealing to all party
workers to work together, mo-
bilize support, and ensure a
strong performance for Con-
gress in the upcoming elec-
tions.

Amazon ordered
to pay
compensation in
Shivamogga

SHIVAMOGGA

Dr. Karunya J.J. of Gajanur
filed a complaint against Am-
azon Seller Service Pvt. Ltd.
and Clicktech Retail Pvt. Ltd.
for selling a low-quality Litt-
man stethoscope online and
failing to refund Rs 10,024
after he returned it. The Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission found the
companies negligent and di-
rected them to refund the
amount with 9% annual inter-
est from April 2025. Addi-
tionally, the sellers must pay
Rs 15,000 as compensation
and case expenses within 45
days, or 12% interest will ap-
ply. The decision, issued on
March 17, emphasizes pro-
tecting consumers from unfair
practices and refund delays.

Karnataka takes bold step
against honour killings

SHIVAMOGGA

The Karnataka government’s
decision to approve a new law
banning honour killings has
been widely welcomed by ac-
tivists and citizens. Senior
journalist and social activist
N. Ravikumar called the
move a strong and timely step
toward justice and equality.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence, he said the “Karnataka
Freedom of Choice in Mar-
riage and Prevention of
Crimes in the Name of Hon-
our and Tradition Bill, 2026
makes Karnataka the first
state in India to introduce
such a focused law. He said
this reflects the state’s com-
mitment to constitutional val-
ues and equal rights.
Ravikumar expressed con-
cern over rising caste-based
violence, especially in in-
ter-caste marriages. He noted

that families are increasingly
committing violent acts, in-
cluding murder, to protect
what he described as false
ideas of caste pride. Accord-
ing to NCRB data, Karnataka
is among the states where
such crimes are growing.

He recalled a tragic case in
Inam Veerapur, Hubballi,
where a father killed his preg-
nant daughter for marrying a
Scheduled Caste youth. The
incident sparked protests and
campaigns demanding strict
laws against honour killings.

A petition was submitted to
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on January 1, urging action.
Ministers like H.K. Patil, G.
Parameshwar, and H.C. Ma-
hadevappa supported the need
for such a law. Ravikumar
said this law honours the ide-
als of Basavanna and B. R.
Ambedkar, and strengthens
the fight for a fair society.

Career fair to guide
students’ future paths

DHARWAD

A Vocational Education Exhi-
bition and Career Fair will be
held on March 26 at the Dis-
trict Institute of Education
and Training in Dharwad to
help students choose their fu-
ture careers.

The event is organized un-
der Integrated Education Kar-
nataka as part of setting up
career guidance units in all
districts. High school and col-
lege students can attend and
learn about different job op-
tions based on their interests
and skills.

Experts will explain gov-
ernment training schemes,
skill development programs
and support available for self
employment and entrepre-

neurship. They will also share
details about local job oppor-
tunities and future career
trends. Institutions such as
skill development centers,
technical institutes, universi-
ties and agricultural colleges
will take part and guide stu-
dents. Officials said many
students feel confused while
choosing careers due to many
options available today.

To solve this issue, a career
guidance unit will be set up at
the institute. It will provide
complete information about
courses, colleges and training
opportunities in one place.

Deputy Director and Princi-
pal B.M. Nalatwada said the
fair aims to support students
in making better career deci-
sions.

Protesters urged the CM to enforce internal reservation, withdraw
February 27 circular, and implement full quotas for communities

Haveri protest urges full internal
reservation enforcement

HAVERI

The Horata Samiti, a protest
committee, staged a demon-
stration demanding full im-
plementation of internal res-
ervation in government jobs.
They submitted a petition to
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
through District Magistrate
Dr. Nagaraj L.

The committee highlighted
that their struggle for internal
reservation has continued for
35 years across the state.
They noted that the Supreme
Court allowed classification
of Scheduled Castes for reser-
vation purposes, and the state
government had previously
formed the Justice Nagamo-
han Das Commission, which
submitted its report and led to
Cabinet and legislative ap-
proval.

However, the protestors
claimed that even after the
Congress government came to
power, internal reservation has
not been fully implemented
due to political pressure from
opponents. They urged the

Chief Minister to make an ef-
fective and decisive decision,
pointing out that there are no
court orders or technical obsta-
cles preventing enforcement.
The petition demands in-
clude withdrawing the circu-
lar dated February 27, 2026,
which announced 56,432 job
vacancies without internal
reservation, implementing
15% reservation for these va-
cancies, and abandoning at-
tempts to treat universities as
separate units for job alloca-
tion. It also calls for separate
1% reservation for nomadic
and semi-nomadic communi-
ties, 17% for Scheduled
Castes, and 7% for Scheduled

Tribes, while including total

reservations in the Ninth
Schedule of the Constitution.

The committee also seeks
complete internal reservation
at all levels, including direct
recruitment, backlog, promo-
tions, subcontracting, and
SCSP and TSP financial facil-
ities. Leaders and activists
present included Udachappa
Malgi, Manjappa Marola,
Jagadish Harijan, Shivalin-
gappa Ningappa, Maheshappa
Shakara, Rajappa Somanakat-
ti, Venkatesh Havanur,
Puneetha Havanur, Yash-
wanth Havanur, Ningappa,
and other office bearers of the
organization.

Finish industrial projects on time, warns DC

UDUPI

Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roop T. K. has directed indus-
trialists to complete their proj-
ects within the given time or
face cancellation of allotted
land. Chairing multiple dis-
trict-level meetings at Rajata-
dri in Manipal, he said indus-
trial areas were developed to
boost employment for local
people. Units must begin op-
erations on time, or sites will
be reallocated to new entre-
preneurs.

He instructed KIADB offi-
cials to review units that have
taken extra time and cancel
allotments of those who have

not started work. He noted
that many entrepreneurs re-
peatedly seek extensions
without valid reasons and
stressed strict action against
defaulters.

According to officials, 26
units across Nandikur, Be-
lapu, and Miyaru industrial
areas have completed formal-
ities. Of these, six are under
implementation, one is in
court, and 19 have not started
work. The Deputy Commis-
sioner ordered cancellation of
such inactive projects.

He also called for faster
land acquisition for expand-
ing Belapu industrial area and

early payment of compensa-

tion to landowners. In Miya-
ru, he stressed the need to in-
crease transformer capacity
due to heavy load.

The Skill Development De-
partment was asked to intro-
duce industry-related courses
to help local ITT and diploma
holders get jobs. He also
raised concerns about loan is-
sues faced by entrepreneurs
due to CIBIL ratings and
asked banks to address them.

Under the Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation
Scheme, officials were told to
release pending funds quickly.
Progress under the PM Vish-
wakarma Scheme was also
reviewed during the meeting.

ROSTER ERRORS ROW

MLA urg welfare
despite GST
revenue challenges

HANAGAL

MLA Srinivas Mane high-
lighted the challenges posed
by the central government’s
mid-year rationalization of
GST rates, which has further
reduced Karnataka’s revenue
collection. Despite these dif-
ficulties, he said, the state
government has continued
welfare and development
work for its citizens.

Mane performed the
groundbreaking ceremony for
multiple projects in Balambi-
da and Manohar Nagar villag-
es. These projects include
road development, construc-
tion of CC roads, and a new
building for a cooperative so-
ciety, with a total investment
of Rs 80 lakh.

He noted that GST is the
main source of tax revenue
for Karnataka, accounting for
43 percent of the state’s own
tax income. “Karnataka ranks
second in the country in GST
collection, yet the central
government returns only 13
paise for every rupee collect-
ed here,” he said.

Due to delays in central
government scheme funds in
recent years, the state has
been releasing its own money
to ensure ongoing projects are

Facing central scheme
fund delays, the state
used its own resources
to complete projects,
attended by numerous
local leaders and
residents ensuring
public benefit

completed for public benefit.

Several local leaders and
residents attended the event,
including Fakkirappa Chik-
kajjanavara, Rajendra Barki,
Shivappa Barki, Rajendra Jin-
nannavara, Harisha Arimani,
Rudrappa Heroor, Jagadish
Harijan, Santosh DuAdanna-
vara, Nagayya Hiremath,
Manjanna Tadasada, Basava-
raja Chalavadi, Nagaraja
Bommannavara, Maruti
Devasura, Manju Shigihalli,
Magbool Ahmed Chandragiri,
Guddappa Kenchannavara,
Uduchappa Masanagi, Sada-
gowda Patila, Shambhanna
Negaluru, Devendrappa Kat-
thi, and Vitthala Arera.

Officials emphasized that
these development works aim
to improve infrastructure and
living standards, reflecting the
state’s commitment to citizen
welfare even in the face of fi-
nancial constraints.

Mysuru Patients Get Advanced
Heart Treatment Locally

MYSURU

Narayana Health has brought
advanced cardiac care to My-
suru by introducing state-of-
the-art 3D-guided ablation
treatment for irregular heart-
beat, marking a major medi-
cal achievement in the region.

Atrial fibrillation, a com-
mon heart rhythm disorder,
causes irregular heartbeat, fa-
tigue, and shortness of breath.
Severe cases can increase the
risk of stroke or heart attack.
Until now, patients in Mysuru
had to travel to major cities
like Bangalore, Chennai, or
Hyderabad for such special-
ized treatments.

The newly introduced 3D
electro-anatomical mapping
technology allows doctors to
precisely locate and treat the
source of irregular heartbeat.
In a recent successful case, a
patient suffering from fre-
quent dizziness and fainting
underwent the procedure. Fol-
low-up Holter monitoring one
week later showed no signs of
irregular heartbeat, and his
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symptoms improved signifi-
cantly.

A press conference at
Narayana Health, Mysuru,
was attended by Dr. Keshav
Murthy, Dr. Abhinav Bhaira-
vanath Pandey Anand, and Dr.
Ashok A. They highlighted
that patients now no longer
need to travel far for ad-
vanced care, which helps in
early detection, timely treat-
ment, and regular check-ups,
reducing stress and improving
recovery outcomes.

Dr. Anand said that regional
access to cutting-edge cardiac
treatment builds trust and en-
sures better patient care.
Narayana Health plans to ex-
pand its services to include
treatments for complex ar-
rhythmias, ventricular ar-
rhythmia, and advanced car-
diac device therapy.

This development strength-
ens Mysuru’s healthcare in-
frastructure, making top-qual-
ity heart care accessible local-
ly and benefiting patients and
families in the surrounding
areas.

Demand to Fix Roster Errors, Fill Vacancies

SHIVAMOGGA

A strong demand has been
raised to correct errors in ros-
ter points and fill thousands
of vacant government posts in
Karnataka. M. Gurumurthy,
state convener of the Dalit
Sangharsh Samithi, urged the
government to act quickly and
fairly.

Speaking at a press meet,
he said internal reservation
for Scheduled Castes should
be implemented only after
fixing current mistakes in ros-
ter points. He also asked the

government to fill 56,432 va-
cant posts that have already
been identified.

He explained that due to
court stay orders, the state is
now forced to reduce total
reservation from 56 percent to
50 percent. This has affected
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes the most. Reser-
vation for Scheduled Castes
has dropped from 24 percent
to 18 percent earlier, causing
a loss of 6 percent. It has now
been reduced further from 17
percent to 15 percent.

Gurumurthy insisted that

the 15 percent quota must be
implemented properly under
internal reservation rules. He

said all 101 Scheduled Castes
should get fair representation
based on their population af-

ter correcting roster errors.

He also criticized former
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai for not taking steps
to include internal reserva-
tion in the Constitution’s
Ninth Schedule with support
from Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. Questioning why
states like Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh have imple-
mented such systems, he
urged Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah to act. He warned of
statewide protests if action is
delayed after the March 27
cabinet meeting.
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Farmers block
road over falling
tobacco prices

Hunsur
Farmers in Kattemalala-
wadi tobacco market of
Hunsur taluk protested
against low tobacco pric-
es. Led by Praka Agrahara
Ramegowda and Tobacco
Belgar Dasappa of the
Karnataka State Farmers’
Association, they claimed
buyers previously paid Rs
320 and Rs 290, but now
offer only Rs 255-260 per
kg. The farmers demand-
ed a proper support price
and blocked the Hun-
sur-K.R.Nagar main road
to press their demands.
They said the central gov-
ernment had reduced to-
bacco prices by 18%, hurt-
ing livelihoods. The protest
aims to push buyers to
pay fairly and ensure
farmers receive a sustain-
able price for their crops.

Farmers learn
compost making
fromarecanut

Chitradurga
Chitradurga farmers have
achance to attend a one-

day outdoor training on
March 28 at Kereyagala-
halli village in Holalkere ta-
luk. The program will teach
how to use biofertilizers,
biopesticides, and make
compost from areca nut
peel. Organized by Babbur
Farm District Agricultural
Training Center, the ses-
sion will be led by Kumar,
Technical Officer at Multi-
plex Biotech Private Limit-
ed, Tumkur. Only the first
50 farmers to register by
calling 8277931058 will be
admitted. Participants
should bring their FID card
or voter ID. Free areca nut
peel compost will be pro-
vided to those attending.
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- Madiga community warns
of statewide protest

Bullahalli Rajappa urged the cabinet to address 40-year internal reservation
demands, subm|tt|ng a pet|t|on hlghllghtlng commumty backwardness

DEVANAHALLI

Leaders of the Madiga com-
munity have warned of a
statewide protest if internal
reservation is not implement-
ed as per the Justice Nagamo-
han Das report.

Speaking during a protest in
front of the District Adminis-
tration Building, Bullahalli
Rajappa said the community
has been fighting for over 40
years for fair internal reserva-
tion based on population. He
said the issue must be ad-
dressed in the cabinet meeting
scheduled on March 27.

A petition was submitted to

the state government through
District Collector K. N. Anu-
radha. Rajappa said the com-
munity remains socially, eco-
nomically, and educationally
backward and is only de-
manding its rightful share
without affecting others.

He also alleged that politi-

cal leaders are creating divi-
sions among communities
instead of resolving the issue.
He said the community will
not remain silent if justice is
denied.

District President Marappa
said the community has faced
long-term injustice and

should not be misled during
implementation. Former Mu-
nicipal President Murthy
urged the government to en-
sure population-based reser-
vation and avoid confusion.
Several community organi-
sations, including Arundhati
Seva Samiti and Jambava
Seva Trust, took part in the
protest. Many leaders and
supporters gathered and
raised slogans demanding ac-
tion. The District Collector
assured protesters that their
petition would be forwarded
to the government and neces-
sary steps would be taken
based on official directions.

Free professional
exam training
open for students

CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Minority Wel-
fare Department has invited
online applications for free
coaching for NEET, IIT-JEE,
K-SET, ICAR, CUET, CLAT,
and CA-Foundation exams
for 2026-27. Eligible students
must have PUC education and
belong to minority communi-
ties, including Muslim, Chris-
tian, Jain, Buddhist, Sikh, and
Parsi. The last date to apply is
March 31. Students can apply
online via the department’s
website at gokdom.karnataka.
gov.in. For guidance, appli-
cants can contact the District
Office, Minority Pre-Univer-
sity College, or local Minority
Information Centers. This ini-
tiative aims to give minority
students a strong start toward
professional careers.

SPIRITUAL CHAMUNDI JOURNEY

Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot visited Chamundi Hills, offered special prayers to Goddess
Chamundeshwari, with District Collector Laxmikant Reddy and other dignitaries in attendance.

Compensation assured for
rain-damaged houses soon

HUNSUR

Immediate steps will be taken
to provide proper compensa-
tion to families whose houses
were damaged due to strong
winds and rain, said Varsha
Harish Gowda after visiting
Dasanapura village.

She visited affected fami-
lies, interacted with residents,
and personally handed over
compensation to some vic-
tims. She said the government
is committed to supporting
people during such difficult
times and ensuring no one is
left without help.

A meeting was earlier held
with taluk-level officials to
review rain damage and dis-
cuss relief measures. Officials
were directed to speed up the
process of assessing losses
and distributing compensation
without delay.

She said both fully and par-
tially damaged houses will
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receive financial assistance
under government rules. So
far, compensation has already
been given in several cases,
and support has been extend-
ed to 22 affected houses in the
region.

A joint survey is currently
underway to assess crop dam-
age caused by the rains. Offi-
cials have been instructed to
complete this survey quickly
so that farmers can also re-
ceive timely compensation.

She stressed that quick ac-
tion is necessary to reduce the
difficulties faced by villagers.
Efforts are being made to en-
sure transparency and fairness
in the distribution of relief
funds. Local leaders and offi-
cials were present during the
visit. Residents expressed
hope that the remaining com-
pensation will be released
soon and their problems ad-
dressed without further delay
by authorities concerned.

Doctors from Basaveshwara Medical College, supported
by health staff, conducted a community camp delivering
doorstep healthcare in Buddhanagar

Free health fair brings care to
Ch1tradurga remdents

CHITRADURGA

In a major community initia-
tive, ‘Namma Clinic’ of
[.U.D.P. Barangay, under
Buddhanagar Health Center,
organized a free health check-
up camp and health fair on
Wednesday, in collaboration
with the District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, and
District Health Department.
The event targeted wage la-
borers and residents of areas
like Kandayagiri Nagar, Sadik
Nagar, Babu Jagjivanram
Nagar, and Mahatma Gandhi
Nagar, providing easy access
to quality healthcare. Taluk
Health Officer Dr. B.V. Girish
inaugurated the program, urg-
ing locals to take full advan-
tage of the services offered.
A team of expert doctors
from Basaveshwara Medical
College and Research Center
conducted health check-ups.
Specialist doctors included
Dr. Arjun M. (Arthritis), Dr.
Adarsh N.K. (General Medi-

cine), Dr. Nithya and Dr. Jee-

vika M. (Obstetrics and Gy-
necology), and Dr. Ananya R.
(Pulmonary). Camp Coordi-
nator Abhishek oversaw the
smooth running of the pro-
gram.

Medical officers, health in-
spectors, nursing officers, lab-
oratory technicians, and
ASHA workers were actively
involved, ensuring residents
received thorough medical
attention. Buddhanagar Med-
ical Officer Dr. Surendra Ku-
mar emphasized that the main
goal was to deliver healthcare
services directly to people’s
doorsteps. Dr. Akshatha of

[.U.D.P. Layout presided over
the event.

Senior Health Inspector T.
Srinivasamurthy guided the
proceedings, and many resi-
dents benefited from free con-
sultations, screenings, and
advice. Officials said the ini-
tiative strengthens local
healthcare access, encourages
preventive care, and supports
the well-being of the commu-
nity. The fair highlighted the
importance of bringing medi-
cal services closer to people,
especially for underprivileged
sections, and encouraged res-
idents to maintain regular
health check-ups.

Minister leaves
inauguration event,
sparks association tension

DEVANAHALLI

Bengaluru Rural District Min-
ister K.H. Muniyappa inaugu-
rated the second-storey build-
ing of the Budigere Multipur-
pose Primary Rural Agricul-
tural Cooperative Society in
Channarayapatna hobli, but
left the venue in a hurry, caus-
ing confusion and dissatisfac-
tion among local leaders.

The minister arrived on
time, completed the inaugura-
tion quickly, and departed due
to another scheduled session.
His decision to proceed with-
out consulting the association
president or involving local
leaders led to verbal alterca-
tions and a tense atmosphere
at the event.

Association president Srini-
vasa Gowda expressed his
displeasure and resigned on
the spot, walking out of the

ceremony. Local residents and
public representatives criti-
cized the hurried inaugura-
tion, stating that proper proto-
col should have been fol-
lowed to respect the associa-
tion’s leadership.

The incident has sparked
discussions about the impor-
tance of coordination between
political representatives and
local organizational leaders
during public events, espe-
cially when inaugurating ma-
jor infrastructure projects.

Officials noted that while
the building itself marks a
significant development for
the cooperative society, the
manner in which the event
was conducted overshadowed
the achievement, highlighting
the need for better communi-
cation and planning in future
ceremonies.

Free health checkup camp

for medical students
CHITRADURGA

A free health checkup camp
for MBBS students will be
held at Chitradurga Institute
of Medical Sciences on
March 26 and 27. The camp
is organized by the Depart-
ment of Community Medi-
cine. The inaugural session
will begin at 10 am on
March 26 at Gyanagangotri.
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B. T. Kumaraswamy
will be the chief guest, with
District Health Officer Dr.
Renuprasad G. P. and Dis-
trict Surgeon Dr. Ravindra
S. P. as guests of honor. CM-
CRI Director Dr. Yuvaraj B.
Y. will preside, and Dr. Ash-
wini L. H. will coordinate
the program.

First-year MBBS students
will be examined on March
26, and second-year students
on March 27, from 9 am to 5
pm. Tests include blood
count, diabetes, liver, kidney,
thyroid, and vitamin D and

¢ Bl12.

RUN FOR CLEANLINESS

O ibcworldnews.com

Stop politics over SC/
ST reservation issue:
MLA T. Raghumurthy

CHITRADURGA

Challakere MLA T. Raghu-
murthy has urged the Central
government to avoid politics
and ensure justice in the mat-
ter of reservation for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

Speaking during the As-
sembly budget session, he
said the proposal to increase
reservation from 15 to 17 per-
cent for Scheduled Castes and
from 3 to 7 percent for Sched-
uled Tribes in 2023
has been stalled due to
a High Court case. As
a result, the earlier res-
ervation system is still
being followed.

He said the state
government has al-
ready sent proposals to in-
clude the increased reserva-
tion in the Constitution’s
Ninth Schedule, but the Cen-
tre has not taken action so far.
He stressed that this delay is
affecting thousands of youth.

He explained that while fill-
ing 50,432 government posts,
14,543 jobs would be avail-
able under 24 percent reserva-
tion. However, with only 18
percent reservation, this num-
ber drops to 11,156, denying
opportunities to over 3,000

Raghumurthy stated
the 2023 reservation
increase for Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
remains stalled by a
court case, reducing
job opportunities for
over 3,000 eligible
youth

eligible candidates.

Raghumurthy urged the
Centre to act quickly and not
play with the future
of SC and ST youth.
He also said many
leaders who were
involved in the ear-
lier decision are
now in Parliament
and should support
the move.

He added that reservation
issues are affecting admis-
sions in courses like medical
and engineering. He called for
immediate steps to resolve the
problem.

The MLA also spoke about
development works, including
the Bhadra project, irrigation
plans, and housing schemes,
and sought more support for
district development and em-
ployment generation initia-
tives in the region.

State power staff sports
meet kicks off

MANDYA

A state-level inter-electricity
company sports meet for
2025-26 began on Wednes-
day, bringing together em-
ployees from power compa-
nies across Karnataka for two
days of games and team spirit.

The event was inaugurated
by MLA and CESC President
A. B. Ramesh Bandisidde
Gowda at the PET Engineer-
ing College Stadium. Speak-
ing on the occasion, he said
electricity staff work round
the clock and face constant
pressure. He noted that such
sports events help reduce
stress and give employees a
chance to relax and connect.
He encouraged all partici-
pants to take part with energy
and enjoyment.

More than 100 players from
CESC, BESCOM, MES-
COM, HESCOM and
JESCOM are taking part in
the meet. Competitions in-
clude kabaddi, volleyball,

basketball, ball badminton
and table tennis. The event
aims to promote fitness, team-
work and unity among em-
ployees.

During the function, nation-
al-level achievers Nishita and
Nandish in shuttle badminton
and Karthik in kabaddi were
honoured for their achieve-
ments. Nishita later adminis-
tered the sports oath to all
athletes, urging them to play
fairly and uphold sportsman-
ship.

K. M. Munigopal Raju
praised the smooth organisa-
tion of the event. He said
players should compete with
joy and bring pride to their
respective companies.

Several senior officials, en-
gineers and association mem-
bers attended the programme.
The sports meet is expected to
strengthen bonds among em-
ployees while giving them a
refreshing break from their
demanding duties and respon-
sibilities.

Devanahalli Tahsildar praised
as people-friendly officer

DEVANAHALLI

State Human Rights Promo-
tion Committee President Ma-
hendra Kumar defended Taluk
Magistrate Anil Kumar
against recent allegations of
unavailability and poor re-
sponsiveness. Speaking to the
media, Mahendra Kumar said
these claims are false. “Since
Anil Kumar assumed office,
many pending cases have
been resolved efficiently. He
is a people-friendly officer,
and anyone can meet him di-
rectly at his office,” he said.
Kumar urged organization
leaders not to make baseless
allegations that could obstruct
the Tahsildar’s work. He ad-

vised that any genuine com-
plaints should be directed to
the concerned officers or gov-
ernment ministers instead of
spreading misinformation.

The statement comes amid
concerns raised by certain
groups questioning the Tahsil-
dar’s accessibility and respon-
siveness. Officials emphasized
that open communication and
proper channels remain the
key for addressing grievances.
A photograph of Mahendra
Kumar representing the State
Human Rights Promotion
Committee was shared during
the event, highlighting his sup-
port for the Tahsildar’s admin-
istration and commitment to
fair governance.

Hunsur Marathon hlghllghts citizens’ role in cleanliness

HUNSUR

Hunsur, long celebrated as a
model clean city, recently
hosted the Swachh Hunsur
Marathon, emphasizing the
importance of citizen partici-
pation in maintaining cleanli-
ness. The event began at the
city’s Constitution Circle and
included prize distribution for
marathon winners.

Deputy Commissioner Ka-
vyarani praised the city’s
achievements under the Swa-
chh Bharat Mission and high-
lighted the key role citizens

play in keeping their surround-
ings clean. “Clean homes and
proper waste disposal are the
foundation of a healthy city.
Cleanliness is vital for our sur-
vival, and citizen cooperation
is essential,” she said.

She also commended civic
workers for their tireless ef-
forts in waste collection, urg-
ing residents to support them
by handing over garbage to
municipal vehicles. “The
work of our civic staff cannot
be measured in value. Re-
specting their service ensures
a cleaner Hunsur,” she added.

Municipal Commissioner
Manasa said the marathon
was more than a competi-

tion—it was a celebration of
Hunsur’s commitment to
cleanliness. He thanked citi-

zens for their support and ex-
pressed hope that the city
continues to set an example
for others.

The program was attended
by DySP Ravi, Inspector San-
tosh Kashappa, S.I. Tajuddin,
Dr. Sarojini, Environmental
Engineer Soumya, R.I. Sid-
dharaju, and others. Officials
emphasized that maintaining
a clean city is a shared re-
sponsibility and encouraged
residents to continue partici-
pating in initiatives that make
Hunsur a model for hygiene
and civic pride.




KALABURAGI

=< CITYSHILIGHTS =

THURSDAY » MARCH 26, 2026

Fair compensation assured
or railway land acquisition

Kumaraswamy detailed market-based compensation, additional benefits,
and educational and job reservations for farmers losing significant land

CHITRADURGA

Farmers giving land for the
railway project will receive
fair compensation without
any injustice, assured B.T.
Kumaraswamy during a meet-
ing held at the District Collec-
tor’s Office.

He said the land is being
acquired to double the railway
track between Chikkajajur
and Bellary via Chitradurga
and Challakere. This project
aims to improve public trans-
port and help farmers move
crops like areca nut easily. He
clarified that the acquisition is
for public benefit, not for any
private company.

|

Kumaraswamy explained
that compensation will be
fixed based on current market
value, using Sub-Registrar
data and average sale prices
of the past three years. Farm-
ers in urban areas will receive
twice the base price, while
rural landowners will get

three to four times the value.
Compensation will also cover
crops, horticulture plants,
livestock sheds, and other
farm structures.

He added that farmers los-
ing more than one-fourth of
their land will receive a
“Planned Refugee Certifi-

cate.” This will help their
children get reservations in
education and government
jobs. Farmers will also get ex-
emption from registration fees
when buying new land.

Highlighting the process, he
said the “direct purchase” sys-
tem is being used to avoid
long delays. Unlike the usual
two to three years, compensa-
tion will be given within three
months.

Officials informed that land
surveys are ongoing, and no-
tices will be issued soon. A
separate meeting will be held
to discuss the Davangere-Chi-
tradurga-Tumakuru railway
line project.
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Farmers learn sustainable integrated

farming

CHITRADURGA

Farmers were encouraged to
adopt integrated farming sys-
tems to ensure steady income
and long-term sustainability
during a three-day training
programme held at Babbur
Farm in Hiriyur taluk.

Speaking at the event, R.
Rajinikanth said integrated
farming helps farmers get
continuous yields by combin-
ing different activities instead
of depending on a single crop.
He explained that methods
like mixed cropping, inter-
cropping, and multiple crop-
ping can give better results
based on local soil and cli-
mate.

He highlighted that farmers
can earn daily income through
dairy farming, while greens
and vegetables like tomato,
cucumber, and watermelon
can provide monthly returns.

Activities like poultry, silk-
worm rearing, and sheep and
goat farming also add regular
income. Fruits such as papaya
and banana offer periodic
earnings, while crops like co-
conut, areca, and mango pro-
vide yearly returns. Tree
farming, including teak and
sandalwood, adds long-term
benefits.

The programme was organ-
ised under a state scheme by
the District Agricultural
Training Center, which also
spreads awareness through
newspapers and social media.
Farmers were invited to join

for better income
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more training sessions held at
village level and online plat-
forms.

During the session, farmer
Indhudar shared his success
with organic and natural
farming, improving soil
health and crop yield. Another
farmer, Nagarajappa, said he
earns up to Rs. 7 lakh annual-
ly through earthworm farm-
ing. Experts also explained
the benefits of beekeeping
and scientific livestock man-
agement.

Many farmers from differ-
ent villages took part and
gained useful knowledge.

Excessive Use of Chemical Fertilisers
Destroying Soil Fertility: Seer

KALABURAGI

Excessive use of chemical
fertilisers by farmers is lead-
ing to a decline in soil fertility
and reduced crop yield, said
Adrushya Kadasiddeshwara
Mahaswamiji of Kanhheri
Math. He was speaking after
inaugurating a State-level
farmers’ awareness conven-
tion organised by the Karna-
taka Rajya Raitha Sangha and
Hasiru Sene taluk unit at the
Tahsildar’s office premises in
Yedrami. The seer expressed
concern that in recent years,
farmers have been increasing-
ly relying on chemical fer-
tilisers in pursuit of higher
yields. “This practice is grad-
ually destroying the natural
fertility of the soil, ultimately
resulting in lower productivi-
ty,” he said.

He advised farmers to adopt
organic methods by using cat-
tle dung from cows and bull-
ocks to prepare natural ma-
nure. “Applying organic ma-
nure to fields enhances soil
fertility and leads to better
and sustainable yields,” he
added.

Highlighting environmental
concerns in the Kalaburagi

region, he noted that the num-
ber of trees has significantly
declined, leading to increased
heat and adversely affecting
crop growth.

He urged farmers to plant
more trees to improve the
ecological balance. The seer
also pointed out that sugar-
cane cultivation is on the rise
in the region. “Merely grow-
ing sugarcane is not enough.
Farmers must ensure proper
nutrient management to
achieve better yields,” he
said. Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha and Hasiru Sene State
President Kodihalli Chan-
drashekar, speaking on the
occasion, stressed that gov-
ernments must ensure food
security and take concrete
steps for farmers’ develop-
ment.

He criticised both State and
Central governments for mak-
ing promises without address-

ing farmers’ issues effectively.

He further stated that bud-
get allocations are largely be-
ing spent on subsidies, and
called for the implementation
of the Dr. M.S. Swaminathan
Committee report to ensure
sustainable growth and fair
returns for farmers.

Several seers and dignitar-
ies, including Vishwaradhya
Shivacharya of Maganagera
Math, Dr. Rudramuni Shi-
vacharya of Kadakol Math,
Dr. Shivananda Mahaswamiji
of Sonna Math, Siddalinga
Mahaswamiji of Yedrami
Math, Girishananda Mahas-
wamiji of Surapali-Jamkhan-
di, Aravind Maharaj, Shara-
nananda Mahaswamiji, senior
scientist Dr. Manjunath
Choureddy, Dr. Sunilkumar
Nooli, State Women’s
Vice-President Mahadevi
Benalamath, and Eeranna
Bhajantri, were present.

DSS stages protest in Surpur
condemning assault on Dalits

YADGIR

Members of the Karnataka
State Dalit Sangharsh Samiti
(Krantikari faction) staged a
symbolic protest in Surpur
town condemning the alleged
assault on Dalits in Benakana-
halli village of Shahapur taluk
and demanding immediate ar-
rest the accused...The protest
was held in front of the DySP
office, where activists raised
slogans and submitted a mem-
orandum to the authorities.

Speaking on the occasion,
State Organising Convenor
Mallikarjun Kranti alleged
that upper-caste had assaulted
Devappa Kattimani and his
family members in Benakana-
halli village. He further
claimed that despite having a
water connection, the family’s
drinking and domestic water
supply has been deliberately
stopped. He stated that on
January 21, three members of
the family were attacked and
subjected to caste-based
abuse. Although a case was
registered at Shahapur Police
Station, no arrests have been
made so far, he alleged.

The protesters demanded
immediate arrest of the ac-
cused and sought police pro-

tection for Devappa Kattima-
ni and his family. They also
urged authorities to restore
drinking water supply to the
affected household without
delay. Additionally, the organ-
isation demanded action
against the concerned staff
who allegedly disrupted water
supply, including their dis-
missal from service and regis-
tration of a case under provi-
sions related to caste-based
discrimination.

Warning of intensified agi-
tation, the leaders said that if
their demands are not met
promptly, they will launch an
indefinite protest by locking
the Shahapur Taluk Panchayat
office from April 1 until jus-
tice is served. Later, a memo-
randum was submitted to
DySP Javed Inamdar. Several
leaders and members, includ-
ing Maan Gurikar, district
convenor Sarita B. Sharma,
Mallikarjun Tallalli, Manappa
Bijaspur, Ravichandra Bom-
manahalli, Shivashankar
Bommanahalli, Ninganna
Shellagi, Revanasiddappa
Malagatti, Moorthi Bom-
manahalli, Ramanna Shellagi,
Jatteppa Nagaral, Mahesh
Yadagiri and others participat-
ed in the protest.

Muddy Kanyal road troubles
villagers, action urged

RAICHUR

Residents of Kanyal area near
Pamanakallur village in Mas-
ki taluk are facing daily hard-
ship as their road has turned
into a muddy stretch after re-
cent rains, making travel dif-
ficult and unsafe.

The road connects Kanyal,
where many Scheduled Tribe
families live, to Pamanakallur
village. It is widely used by
schoolchildren, college stu-
dents, workers, and villagers
for daily activities. However,
during rains, the road be-
comes slippery and almost
impossible to use.

Over 20 children travel dai-
ly to the government school
in Pamanakallur, while many
others commute to nearby
colleges. Villagers say they
are forced to walk barefoot,
carrying their slippers in
hand, as footwear gets stuck
or damaged in the mud.

Local residents have repeat-
edly appealed to authorities,
including elected representa-
tives and panchayat officials,
to build a permanent CC road.
They said earlier temporary
repairs with soil have only
worsened the condition.

Mallaiah recently visited

the area and inspected the
road after locals raised con-
cerns. Villagers hope this vis-
it will lead to action. Resident
Ayyanna Nayaka said people
suffer every time it rains, with
clothes getting dirty and trav-
el becoming painful. Gram
Panchayat member Ambam-
ma Nayaka said several re-
quests have been made to of-
ficials, but no solution has
come yet.

Another member, Srinivasa
Sanabala, said repeated ef-
forts to highlight the issue
have failed.

Villagers now demand a
permanent solution through
construction of a proper CC
road without further delay.

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA

C. MIS. No. 94/2026

BETWEEN: 1. Sri. Pillappa, S/o Late. Anjinappa,
aged about 75 years, 2. Smt. Narasamma, W/o
Pillappa, aged about 66 years, 3. Sri. Ramappa, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 51 years, 4. Sri. Prakash, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 45 years, All are R/at
Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura taluk, Bengalore Rural District -
561203. 5. Smt. Ambhikamma, D/o Pillappa, W/o
Nagaraju. V, aged about 50 years, R/at. #01, PQ
Block, R.L Jalappa Hospital, Tamaka, Kolar District -
563101. And thers ...PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Doddaballapura- 561203 ... RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the
respondent authority to issue death certificate of
CHIKKAPILLAPPA S/o Late. Muniyappa who died on
18/04/1999 in his native house at Gantiganahalli
Village, Thubagere Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District and the Hon'ble court has
posted for the above petition on 18/04/2026 for
hearing of the petition. If any person/s desire to
oppose the said petition or claim or interest shall
appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by
pleader duly interested at 11.00 AM failing which the
said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on
23/03/2026
By order by court, Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil
Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Amarnath. M, Advocate
Sree. Gururaghavendra Law Chamber
Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross,
Opp. Court Complex, Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL

JUDGE & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS. No. 89/2026

BETWEEN: 1. Sri. Pillappa, S/o Late. Anjinappa,
aged about 75 years, 2. Smt. Narasamma, W/o
Pillappa, aged about 66 years, 3. Sri. Ramappa, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 51 years, 4. Sri. Prakash, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 45 years, All are R/at
Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura taluk, Bengalore Rural District -
561203. 5. Smt. Ambhikamma, D/o Pillappa, W/o
Nagaraju. V, aged about 50 years, R/at. #01, PQ
Block, R.L Jalappa Hospital, Tamaka, Kolar District -
563101. And thers ...PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Doddaballapura-561203 ... RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the
respondent authority to issue death certificate of
MUNIVENKATAMMA W/o Late. Anjinappa who
died on 01/08/2002 in her native house at
Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere Hobali,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District and
the Hon'ble court has posted for the above petition on
18/04/2026 for hearing of the petition. If any person/s
desire to oppose the said petition or claim or interest
shall appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by
pleader duly interested at 11.00 AM failing which the
said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on
23/03/2026
By order by court, Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil
Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Amarnath. M, Advocate
Sree. Gururaghavendra Law Chamber
Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross,
Opp. Court Complex, Doddaballapura

JUDGE & J.V.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS. No. 85/2026

BETWEEN: 1. Sri. Pillappa, S/o Late. Anjinappa,
aged about 75 years, 2. Smt. Narasamma, W/o
Pillappa, aged about 66 years, 3. Sri. Ramappa, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 51 years, 4. Sri. Prakash, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 45 years, All are R/at
Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura taluk, Bengalore Rural District -
561203. 5. Smt. Ambhikamma, D/o Pillappa, W/o
Nagaraju. V, aged about 50 years, R/at. #01, PQ
Block, R.L Jalappa Hospital, Tamaka, Kolar District -
563101. And thers....PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Doddaballapura-561203... RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the
respondent authority to issue death certificate of
THIMMAKKA W/o Late. Chikkapillappa who died on
08/12/1999 in her native house at Gantiganahalli
Village, Thubagere Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District and the Hon'ble court has
posted for the above petition on 18/04/2026 for
hearing of the petition. If any person/s desire to
oppose the said petition or claim or interest shall
appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by
pleader duly interested at 11.00 AM failing which the
said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on
23/03/2026
By order by court, Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil
Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Amarnath. M, Advocate
Sree. Gururaghavendra Law Chamber
Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross,
Opp. Court Complex, Doddaballapura

JUDGE & J.M.E.C AT DODDABALLAPURA
C. MIS. No. 88/2026

BETWEEN: 1. Sri. Pillappa, S/o Late. Anjinappa,
aged about 75 years, 2. Smt. Narasamma, W/o
Pillappa, aged about 66 years, 3. Sri. Ramappa, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 51 years, 4. Sri. Prakash, S/o
Pillappa, aged about 45 years, All are R/at
Gantiganahalli Village, Thubagere Hobli,
Doddaballapura taluk, Bengalore Rural District -
561203. 5. Smt. Ambhikamma, D/o Pillappa, W/o
Nagaraju. V, aged about 50 years, R/at. #01, PQ
Block, R.L Jalappa Hospital, Tamaka, Kolar District -
563101. And thers....PETITIONERS
AND: The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk Office,
Doddaballapura-561203... RESPONDENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the petitioners has filed the above petition
under section 13(3) of the Registration of Birth and
Deaths Act 1969 for seeking direction of the
respondent authority to issue death certificate of
ANJINAPPA S/o Late. Chikkapillappa who died on
10/11/2001 in his native house at Gantiganahalli
Village, Thubagere Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District and the Hon'ble court has
posted for the above petition on 18/04/2026 for
hearing of the petition. If any person/s desire to
oppose the said petition or claim or interest shall
appear before the Hon'ble court in person or by
pleader duly interested at 11.00 AM failing which the
said petition will be disposed on enquiry.
Given under my hand seal of this Court today i.e., on
23/03/2026
By order by court, Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil
Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Amarnath. M, Advocate
Sree. Gururaghavendra Law Chamber
Ground Floor, 6th Floor, 6th Cross,

Opp. Court Complex, Doddaballapura
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|, EKTA V LUND alias EKTA U
LANA W/o D VIJAY KUMAR,
R/o0 2918, Irwin Road,
Lashkar Mohalla, Mysore,
Karnataka-570001, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KANCHAN HEMDEV.

|, MS DHARNEESHS/o MAR
MUTHURAMAN, R/o 17/1,
5th cross, 4th Main, A D Halli
Magadi Main Road, Bangalore

North, Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560079, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as M MOULIESWAR.

(CH) CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

Nearly 500 students
missed SSLC language
exam

CHITRADURGA

In Chitradurga district, 493
students were absent from
the SSLC Exam-1 Second
Language paper. Out of
22,904 registered candi-
dates, 22,411 appeared for
the examination conducted
across 84 centres, accord-
ing to the Deputy Director
of the School Education
Department.

Despite the absentee count,
the examination was held
smoothly with proper su-
pervision and adherence to
guidelines at all centres.
Officials urged students
and parents to ensure regu-
lar attendance for the re-
maining exams to avoid
missing crucial papers.
The department also di-
rected schools to closely
monitor student participa-
tion and take necessary
steps to improve atten-
dance in upcoming exam-
inations.

IN'THE COURT OF THE ADDL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC
AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.Misc No.560/2025
PETITIONERS:
Sri.Lokesh S/o LateDoddathimegowda Aged about 39 years
Rlat Kodigehalli village Kasaba Hobali, Doddaballapura Taluk
Bangalore Rural District
vls
RESPONDENT:
Register of Birth and Deaths Rep., by the Thasildar
Doddaballapur Doddaballapur Taluk
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas the petitioners above named have filed above
for the relief of registering death certificate of their
Father of petitioner namely Sri.Doddathimegowda S/o
Chikkahanumathrayappa died on 12-07-1987 resident of
Kodigehalli Village, Kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, and
any person/s who are interested to be present before the
Hon'ble court on 30.4.26 at 11-00 a.m to contest the case
and intend to relay in support of there defense. Take notice
that in default of appearance on the day before mentioned
the case will be here and determined in the absence.
Give under my hand and seal of the court on the
2503-2026

By order of the court : Chief Ministeral Officer

Pri Civili Judge & JMFC, Doddaballapur

Advocate for petitioner. : Prakasha. C, Advocate,
Doddaballapur

Students advised to choose courses
based on interest at career guidance fair

BIDAR

A career education exhibition and
guidance fair organised by the De-
partment of School Education and
the District Institute of Education
and Training (DIET) provided com-
prehensive information on various
career options to students in Bidar.

The event was held at the Sha-
heen Campus near Shahapur Gate
and witnessed participation from
over a thousand students from Class-
es 8 to II PUC across the district. Var-
ious colleges set up around 20 stalls
showcasing information about differ-
ent courses available after SSLC and
11 PUC.

Students were guided on eligibility
criteria, course details, and career op-
portunities in fields such as MBBS,

veterinary science, agriculture, sericul-
ture, horticulture, fisheries, engineering,
polytechnic, ITI, and paramedical cours-
es. Additionally, around 100 display
boards were installed to provide detailed
information on academic options. Inau-
gurating the programme, Dr. Abdul
Khadeer, Chairman of Shaheen Group
of Institutions, advised students to
choose courses based on their interest
and aptitude.

“Apart from medical and engineering,
there are numerous courses available.
Students should carefully select a field
they are passionate about and work hard
to build a bright future,” he said.

Presiding over the function, DIET
Principal Dr. Mohammed Gulseen stat-
ed that the fair was organised to create
awareness among students about career
opportunities after SSLC and PUC.

Students gain firsthand
experience at Vidhana Soudha

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Students of the Postgraduate Politi-
cal Science Department at Chikka-
ballapura Government First Grade
College visited Vidhana Soudha in
Bengaluru to observe the ongoing
legislative session, gaining firsthand
experience of the state’s law-making
process.
The educational tour, organized with
the help of Dr. Venkatesh, department

coordinator, aimed to provide students
with real-world exposure to political
activities, debates, and discussions on
public issues. College Principal Prof.
Vasundhara said the visit helped in-
crease both political awareness and
practical understanding among stu-
dents. Dr. Prabha, head of the Political
Science Department, highlighted that
witnessing the legislative process in
person is far more insightful than
learning from textbooks alone. She
emphasized that observing debates,
question sessions, and decision-mak-
ing in the Assembly and Council helps
students understand democratic values
and the importance of governance.

Lecturer Satyanarayana noted that
students gained valuable insights into
legislative procedures, including dis-
cussions, question-and-answer peri-
ods, and the process of passing laws.
The visit was attended by lecturers
Raghavendra, Murali, Geetha, staff
members G. Suresh and K.R. Chan-
dra, and the students.
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Youth held with ganja,
valuables worthRs 2
lakhinGoa

PANAIJI
A 22-year-old man was
arrested in Goa’s Quepem
for illegal possession of
suspected ganja worth
around Rs. 30,000, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
Quepem Police has regis-
tered a case against the
accused under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. A police
team, led by Police
Sub-Inspector (PSI)
Digamber Bondre of Que-
pem Police Station, ap-
prehended the accused
at Nirmal Nagar area of
Quepem in South Goa.
According to the police,
around 297 grams of
greenish leafy substance
with flowering and fruiting
tops suspected to be
ganja, all worth approxi-

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

THURSDAY » MARCH 26, 2026

CAPFBill tabled InRS, Oppn
questions statuary competence

The Bill aims to bring five central forces -- CRPF, BSF, ITBP, SSB and CISF --

NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Wednes-
day began discussion on the
Central Armed Police Forces
(General Administration) Bill,
2026, which seeks to ensure a
dominant role for Indian Po-
lice Service officers in the top
leadership of the country's
paramilitary forces.

The move has drawn sharp
criticism from opposition par-
ties and retired CAPF offi-
cers. They argue that the Bill
undermines a Supreme Court
judgment delivered on May
23, 2025. In that verdict, the
apex court granted Organised
Group A Service status to
CAPF officers and directed
the government to progres-

sively reduce IPS deputation
in the forces up to the rank of
Inspector General over the
next two years.

The Bill aims to bring the
five central forces -- Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Border Security Force (BSF),
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) and Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) -- un-
der a unified administrative
framework.

It provides that 50 per cent
of the total posts in the rank
of Inspector General, at least
67 per cent of the posts in the
rank of Additional Director
General, and all posts in the
ranks of Special Director
General and Director General

under a unified administrative framework

in the CAPFs shall be filled
by IPS officers on deputation.

Till now, such postings
were governed by executive
orders. The proposed legisla-
tion aims to codify these pro-
visions into law.

The Bill was tabled in the
Upper House by Union Min-
ister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai.

CPI(M) MP John Brittas
strongly opposed the Bill,
stating that it travels beyond
the legislative competence of
the government acting under
an ordinary piece of legisla-
tion.

He added, While Parlia-
ment is competent, it cannot
by mere declaration annul
operative judicial orders
without genuinely addressing
the legal basis.

The Chair asserted that Par-
liament has the legislative
competence to enact the law.
However, Brittas countered
that Parliament cannot over-
ride a judicial order merely
by declaration without prop-
erly addressing its legal foun-
dation.

mately Rs. 30,000 was

O ibcworldnews.com

TN poll: DMK finalises
seat-sharing, to contest
majority seats

CHENNAI

As per the agreement, the
Congress has emerged as the
largest ally in the DMK-led
front, securing 28 seats. Other
key partners have also been
allocated seats based on mu-
tual consultations. The Vi-
duthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
has been allotted eight seats,
while the Communist Party of
India and the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) have re-
ceived five seats each.

The Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam has been
given four seats, while the In-
dian Union Muslim League
and the Humanist People’s
Party have been allotted two
seats each. The seat distribu-
tion reflects the DMK’s effort
to maintain balance among its
allies while ensuring electoral

strength across regions.

In a significant move aimed
at projecting unity, Chief
Minister and DMK President
M.K. Stalin announced that
candidates from both the
DMK and its allies would
contest in 175 constituencies
under the party’s ‘Rising Sun’
symbol.

The decision is being seen
as a strategic attempt to con-
solidate votes and present a
united front against opposi-
tion parties.

In a letter addressed to par-
ty workers, Stalin said that the
seat-sharing arrangement was
finalised after extensive dis-
cussions with alliance part-
ners. He emphasised that the
process was carried out in a
democratic manner, ensuring
fair representation for all par-
ties involved.

recovered.

JD(U) MP faces
disqualification threat

Rural local bodies in 4
states get Rs 1,142 cr boost

NEW DELHI

over anti-party activities

PATNA
A major political contro-
versy has erupted within
the Janata Dal (United) in
Bihar as its Lok Sabha MP
from Banka, Giridhari Ya-
dav, faces the threat of
disqualification over al-
leged anti-party activities.
The issue escalated after
Dileshwar Kamait, the
party’s leader in the Lok
Sabha, formally wrote to
the Speaker seeking ac-
tion against Yadav. The
complaint accuses him of
violating party discipline,
particularly during the As-
sembly elections when
his son.

The Centre on Friday announced the release of
over Rs 1,142 crore to strengthen rural local bod-
ies in Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Punjab and
Mizoram during FY 2025-26 as part of the 15th
Finance Commission’s untied grants. For Madhya
Pradesh, a sum of Rs 631.91 crore has been re-
leased as the second instalment of Untied Grants
of FY 2025-26 for 51 eligible district panchayats,
300 block panchayats and 22,933 gram pancha-
yats (GPs). Further, Rs 1.26 crore of withheld
portion of the first instalment of untied grants for
FY 2025-26 has also been released to some pan-
chayats. In the case of Punjab, the second instal-
ment of untied grants for FY 2025-26 amount-
ing to Rs. 222 crore has been allocated for
13,262 eligible gram panchayats, 150 eligible
block panchayats and all 22 district panchayats.
While for Mizoram, the second instalment of
untied grants amounting to Rs 14.80 crore have
been released. These funds are for all 816 eligi-
ble Village Councils of the State.

Cong slams Centre over fuel prices, LPG crunch

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Pawan Khera high-
lighted the difficulties faced by com-
mon people in accessing essential
resources such as LPG cylinders.
Addressing the media, he *
said in several parts of the
country, people are forced to
stand in long queues or pur-
chase cylinders at inflated prices
due to shortages and black market-
ing. He emphasised that ensuring easy
and affordable access to LPG cylin-
ders should be treated as a national
priority. He also pointed out the need

i e o
visible hardships, including in-

to prevent shortages of petrol and die-
sel, warning that rising fuel prices are
contributing to inflation and increas-
ing the financial burden on citizens.
He also drew attention to chal-
lenges faced by the agricultural
sector, claiming that nearly
60,000 tonnes of basmati rice
are currently stuck at sea
Khera alleged that despite

stances of black marketing near the
national capital, the government has
failed to respond effectively. He ac-
cused the Prime Minister of ignoring
ground realities, stating.

Panic rush to fuel stations
trigger chaos in Kashmir

SRINAGAR

Panic gripped Kashmir Valley on
Wednesday as motorists, trucks and
owners of other conveyances mobbed
petrol and diesel pumps to buy fuel.

This is happening despite announce-
ments made by the Indian Oil Corpo-
ration that there is no shortage of pe-
troleum products in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

People started mobbing refilling sta-
tions in Kashmir as news spread from
one area to another, saying acute ener-
gy crisis was gripping the Valley.

At many places, police personnel
were seen regulating the rush while
those reporting with jerrycans, tins and
other carrying vessels were refused
any fuel supply.

Chaos was worst confounded in Sri-
nagar city as one after the other petrol/
diesel pumps shut down, claiming that
they had run out of supplies.

Authorities have been asking people
not to resort to panic buying as stocks
of petrol/diesel and LPG are enough to
last for 20 days in the Valley.

Greed and panic made official state-
ments fall on deaf ears in Srinagar and
elsewhere in the Valley.

Owners of refilling stations told that
panic buying by vehicle owners was
likely to create an artificial crisis that
would not be taken care of by routine
and normal tanker arrivals carrying
fuel at their stations.

The most confusing situation was
that instead of advising and motivating
vehicle owners not to resort to panic
and unwarranted buying, police was

‘No fuel shortagein India,
avoid panic buying’

In an official communication,
the state-run oil marketing
company said that “rumours of
petrol and diesel shortages are
completely unfounded,” and
reassured citizens that India has
ample fuel reserves. It further
clarified that supply chains are
functioning normally without
any disruption. The statement
comes amid growing public
concern in some regions follow-
ing unverified claims circulating
on social media, which trig-
gered panic buying at certain
fuel stations.

knee-jerk buying was fraught with
risks of creating an artificial scarcity
of fuel.

People are already lined up in long
queues trying to buy LPG cylinders as
officials said one LPG cylinder per au-

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Office of the Executive Engineer, No.1 Buildings Division,
S.J.P. Campus. Bengaluru. Phone: 080-22255210

No. EE/BId 1/AE-4/AE- LH/2025-26/88 Date: 23.03.2026

The above Department invites Tenders through e-procurement
portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from eligible
Tenderers for providing painting, polishing, water proofing,
flyproof mesh, toilet renovation, construction of Mass Production
Unit, construction of supervisor/labour Quarters, providing
and improvements to fire fighting and solar system works
and other development works, total of 05 works at various
notified places. Approx. value of work: Min. Rs. 10.12 lakhs,
Max. Rs. 82.80 lakhs. EMD: Min. Rs. 25,500/-, Max. Rs. 82,900/-.
Cost of Document: As in e-portal. Period of Completion
for each work: from 02 Months to 09 Months (including
rainy season). Last date for downloading Tender through
e-procurement portal and submission through online: For
Sl. No. 1 to 3: 30.03.2026 up to 5.00 PM, For Sl. No. 4 & 5:
01.04.2026 up to 5.00 PM. Date of opening the Tender: as per
e-procurement guidelines. Further information, brief details of
the works, Indent No.s approx. amount, EMD, Reservation,
No. of Call etc. can be obtained from the above office or from
e-procurement portal http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer.
DIPR/DD-C.P/6437/KSMCA/2025-26

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
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Commencement of Down load of e-tender

form website http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in From 25.03.2026 After 11:00 am

Last date for queries through on-line 06.04.2026 Up to 5:00 pm

Last date and time for uploading of e-tender

in e-procurement platform on or before 08.04.2026 Up to 5:00 pm

The Technical Bid will be opened Online by

the Authorized Officer on 10.04.2026 at 11:00 am

Original Documents Verifications Shall be intimated

The Price Bid will be opened Online by the Shall be intimated

Authorized Officer on
Place of opening of tenders and address [DISTRICT HEALTH & FAMILY
for communication WELFARE OFFICE, BANGALORE

RURAL No.207, Il nd floor, District
Adm Block, Vishwanthapura,
Devanahalli, Bangalore Rural Dist

Teo/-BeR u&recr% I BILETO

A0 /TY6449/538 M0/2025-26 woridaty MRR03T BY,

GRATER BENGALURU AUTHORITY

SHORT-TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

NO.40/2025-26/DATED: 25-03-2026 (Two Cover System)

On behalf of the Governor of Karnataka the Executive Engineer, PanchayathRaj Engineering
Division, Chamarajanagara invites tender in co-ordination with e- procurement portal platform,
Bangalore. Tender format as per KW-3 through e- procurement under the Head of Account
5054 for Hanur Taluk. Date of application submission for tender document and submission
of filled tender through online Date: 27- 03-2026 to 21-04-2026 upto 16.00 hours. Last date
for clarifications/ queries on tender Date: 18-04-2026 upto 16.00 Hours. date of opening of
technical bid of the tender Date: 23-04-2026 after 17.00 hours. After the approval of Technical
bid the Financial Bid will be opened. Tender Form Fee: As per e-procurement Details as belows.

Government of Karnataka
Office of the Executive Engineer
Panchayath Raj Engineering Division,
Chamarajanagara-571313

SI No. Name of Estimate Cost Approximate Earnest Money Contractor
work (Rs.in Lakhs) Value of work Deposit Eligibility
(Rs. in lakhs) (in Rs)
1 TR @wsg 100.00 - 1,69,190.00 Class - I1I
DES 7 = & above
TER mmw

TR0

(oF:] OIS
> ()

For more details visit website: htpp://www.eproc karnataka.gov.in or contact the
Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Division, Chamarajangara (Ph: 08226-
223019) during office hours. AE Phone No: 8073339806

NO DIPR: CHANAGAR; 814! 2025-26

PRED Division, Chamarajangara

Executive Engineer,

CHIKKAMAGALURU INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, CHIKKAMAGALURU
(Autonomous Medical Institution, Government of Karnataka)

Teguru, Chikkamagaluru-577133.

Ph: 08262-295347 E-Mail: directorcims2020@gmail.com

Website: https://cimschikkamagaluru.karnataka.gov.in

No: CIMS/AP(Contract)/04/2025-26

INTERVIEW NOTIFICATION

Subject: Recruitment of the Teaching posts of Assistant Professor in various departments
"ON CONTRACT" at Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Chikkamagaluru.
Applications are invited from the eligible candidates confirming to By-law & Cadre and
Recruitment rules of the institute and NMC TEQ norms for the teaching post of Assistant
Professor "ON CONTRACT" in various departments. The eligible candidates shall also comply
to the roster requirements as mentioned therein. The details of various categories of post
in the Residual parent cadres and Local cadre are also shown therein. Date of the Interview
will be notified later. It is proposed to conduct walk-in Interview at office of the Director,
Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Teguru village, Chikkamagaluru.
Candidates are required to submit the duty filled application in the prescribed format
(Preferable Typed) along with 2 sets of documents duly attested by Gazette officer and
with 2 recent passport size photographs & a Demand Draft of Rs.1000/- (Non-Refundable,
drawn on or after the date of this notification) drawn in favor of The Director,
Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences payable at Chikkamagaluru so as to
reach on or before 5:00 PM, 07-04-2026 through register post or by hand (Muddam)
to the office of the Director, Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Teguru
village, Chikkamagaluru-577133. Application received after specified date and time
shall not be considered. Thepost and the department for which the candidate is
applying may be super scribed on the cover in BLOCK LETTERS.

Date: 24.03.2026

Assistant Professor

Others.

Calendar of Events: 1) Date of Notification: 25.03.2026.
2) Tender can be downloaded from KPP Portal of GOK from :
27.03.2026 onwards. 3) Pre-bid meeting: 30.03.2026 at 12.30
p.m. 4) Tender Closing date: 04.04.2026, at.5.00 p.m.
5) Technical Bid opening date: 06.04.2026 at 11.00 a.m.
onwards. 6) Financial bid opening date: After approval of
Technical Bid.

Further details can be had from the office of the above during
office hours on all working days or from the KPP portal website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION| [*|  Dpepartment No. of No. of posts in Residual| No. of posts in
Office of the Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture, No posts Parent Cadre Local Cadre
o Zone-1, Rajarajeshwari Nagara, Bengaluru-560 091. 1 Anatomy 01
No: SADH/RRN/TENDER/05/2025-26 Date: 25.03.2026 2 Anesthesiology 04
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM RE-TENDER (IFT) 3| Community Medicine 03
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only) 4 Forensic Medicine 01
The Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture (Rajarajeshwari 5 General Medicine 05
Nagara) (Referred to as Employer in these documents) invites 6 Microbiology 02
tenders to implement in accordance with KTPP Rules 2000,
from eligible and experienced Person/Agencies/Firms| |7 OtoRhinolaryngology 02
(Referred to as Tenderers in these documents) registered in 8 Pharmacology 02 27 05
Labour department for Maintenance of Parks. 9 Biochemistry 01
SI. No. Name of work 10| Peadiatrics 02
Supply of water through tanker for Parks, Medians and | |11| Radio-Diagnosis 02
Circles in Rajarajeshwari Nagar Constituency. Estimate 12 G Is 02
1 |Cost: Rs.25,00,000/-. EMD Amount: Rs.50,000/-. enera’ ourgery
Stipulated period of completion: 6 Months. Category: 13 Orthopedics 01
Others. 14|  Ophthalmology 01
Supply of water through tanker for Parks, Medians and | |15| Obstetrics & Gynecology 02
Circles in Yeshwanthapura Constituency. Estimate | |16| physiology 01
2 |Cost: Rs.25,00,000/-. EMD Amount: Rs.50,000/-. Total 32 27 05
Stipulated period of completion: 6 Months. Category:

Interview will be held at THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, CHIKKAMAGALURU INSTITUTE OF
MEDICAL SCIENCES, Teguru village, CHIKKAMAGALURU. This appointment shall be
made purely ON CONTRACT FOR A PERIOD OF 6 (SIX) MONTHS which can be extended
based on the satisfactory completion report submitted by the respective department
heads. For detailed Notification, the interested candidate can login to the Institute
website for more details.
Sd/- Dean and Director, Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences, Chikkamagaluru

DIPR/ckm//ksmca/25-26/201/2076

busy trying to ensure smooth and reg-  thorised connection would be issued in Sd/- Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture, T0 PIXL\SE EJANC1I:£CS'FS' IFIED

ulated buying at petrol pumps without 25 days in urban areas and in 35 days Bengaluru West City Corporation Zone-1, :

making announcements that such in rural areas. Rajarajeshara Nagar 080-41209042
L X X X / X X X J L X X X J L X X X J L X X X J
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BJP hails UCCBillin
Gujarat; RJD calls it
‘agenda’

NEW DELHI
While the BJP leaders on
Wednesday hailed the
passage of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) Bill
2026 in the Gujarat Legis-
lative Assembly, urging for
‘one nation, one Constitu-
tion’, the Opposition
Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) opposed it’s pas-
sage, calling it the party’s
‘agenda’. The Gujarat As-
sembly passed the Bill, in-
troducing a common le-
gal framework for civil
matters such as marriage,
divorce, maintenance,
and inheritance across
communities and reli-
gions. Speaking outside
the Parliament, BJP MP
Shashank Mani said, |
welcome the Bill. | think
there should be ‘one na-
tion and one Constitution’.
There should not be two
types of civil codes. If Gu-
jarat has done this work, |
welcome it, and | believe
other states should also
adopt it.

India-Taiwan trade
records 17% growth to
scale $12.5bn mark

New Delhi
The bilateral trade be-
tween India and Taiwan
recorded a robust 17 per
centincrease in 2025,
compared with the previ-
ous year, to touch the
$12.5 billion mark, accord-
ing figures compiled by
the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Center (TECC)
here. India’s exports to
Taiwan amounted to $3.3
billion, consisting of min-
eral fuels, aluminium, iron,
steel, organic chemicals
and plastics while Tai-
wan'’s exports to India
amounted to $9.2 billion,
comprising mainly elec-
tronic integrated circuits,
plastics, organic chemi-
cals, electrical machinery,
iron and steel.

LoP Gandhi never
attends all-party
meetings: RLD MP

NEW DELHI
RLD MP Rajkumar
Sangwan on Wednes-
day claimed that he has
never seen the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gan-
dhi, attending all-party
meetings. He said that
such meetings are cru-
cial for ensuring the
smooth functioning of
Parliament. Sangwan
said that if Opposition
leaders have concerns
or issues, they should
raise them during these
meetings so that pro-
ceedings can continue
without disruption. Af-
ter this incident,
whenever all-party
meetings have been
held, | have not seen
Rahul Gandhi attend
any of them so far, he
said. Sangwan further
questioned LoP Gan-
dhi’s absence, stating,
He never comes,
so how can one expect
that he will attend now.
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Centre steps up fertiliser supply

monitoring amid global tensions

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan chaired a high-level meeting to assess
fertiliser availability and strengthen preparedness for the upcoming Kharif season.

NEW DELHI

During the meeting, the min-
ister emphasised the urgent
need to maintain an equitable
and consistent supply of fer-
tilisers to farmers, while also
addressing concerns related to
black marketing and hoard-
ing. He directed officials to
take strict action against any
attempts to exploit the global
crisis for profit, particularly in
the distribution of fertilisers
and seeds.

Chouhan underlined the im-
portance of improving trans-
parency in the distribution
system and instructed author-
ities to accelerate the imple-
mentation of ‘Farmer IDs’.
This initiative is expected to
streamline the supply chain
and ensure that benefits reach
genuine farmers without leak-

ages or irregularities. He also
indicated that he would soon
convene meetings with chief
ministers and state agriculture
ministers to strengthen coor-
dination between the Centre
and states.The review meeting
also assessed the availability
of agro-chemicals and essen-
tial gases required for seed
processing. Special attention

was given to ensuring ade-
quate packaging materials,
particularly for milk and other
agricultural products, which
could face supply disruptions
due to global developments.
The minister directed officials
to coordinate closely with the
Ministry of Petroleum and
other relevant departments to
maintain smooth supplies.

In a significant step, the
government has set up a ded-
icated Special Cell to monitor
the agricultural sector round
the clock. This cell will pro-
vide weekly updates to the
minister on the availability of
fertilisers, seeds, and pesti-
cides, enabling timely inter-
ventions if shortages arise.

Chouhan urged senior offi-
cials to adopt a proactive ap-
proach during this critical
period and reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
safeguarding farmers’ inter-
ests. He highlighted that agri-
cultural production in India
has increased substantially
over the past decade and not-
ed ongoing efforts to boost
farmer incomes through en-
hanced procurement at mini-
mum support prices and other
supportive measures.

Owaisi rejects funding allegations ahead of Bengal polls

KOLKATA

Speaking at a press confer-
ence held in the Dum Dum
area on the northern outskirts
of Kolkata, Owaisi responded
sharply to the accusations lev-
eled by the Trinamool Con-
gress leadership.

The ruling party in West
Bengal had alleged that the
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen was being funded
by the Bharatiya Janata Party
to split minority votes and in-
directly benefit the saffron
camp in the forthcoming two-
phase Assembly elections.

Owaisi ridiculed the allega-
tion and used sarcasm to
counter the claim. He re-
marked that if such accusa-
tions were true, he would be
willing to hand over ninety
percent of the alleged funds to
Trinamool Congress general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee.
He added that he would retain
only five percent for himself
and give the remaining five
percent to his associate Hu-
mayun Kabir. Kabir, who was
also present at the press con-
ference, recently formed his
own political outfit after be-
ing suspended from the Trin-
amool Congress.

The AIMIM has entered
into a seat-sharing arrange-
ment with Kabir’s newly

formed party for the West
Bengal Assembly elections.
Both parties are focusing their
campaigns primarily on con-
stituencies with a significant
minority population, aiming
to establish a political pres-
ence in the state.

Rejecting the funding alle-
gations outright, Owaisi ques-
tioned the logic behind the
claims. He pointed out that
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
rise in West Bengal, from se-
curing only three seats in the
2016 Assembly elections to
winning seventy-seven seats
in 2021, could not be attribut-
ed to his party. He further
questioned whether AIMIM
had played any role in the
growth of the BJP’s parlia-
mentary strength.

Owaisi concluded by as-
serting that such allegations
were an attempt to
deflect attention -y
from real politi-
cal issues and
to undermine g
emerging po-
litical alterna-
tives in the
state.

Calcutta HC directs ECI to ensure
security at all polling stations

KOLKATA

A division bench of the
Calcutta High Court, on
Wednesday, directed the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) to make adequate
safety arrangement besides
making sufficient provi-
sions for drinking water as
well as other basic ameni-
ties for the voters at all
polling stations that would
be utilised for the upcom-
ing two-phase Assembly
elections in West Bengal
next month.

The division bench of the
Calcutta High Court's Chief
Justice Sujoy Paul and Jus-
tice Partha Sarathi Sen
gave this direction to the
ECI on a public interest lit-
igation filed by the West
Bengal Bharatiya Janata
Party President and Rajya
Sabha member, Samik
Bhattacharya, seeking the
court's intervention to en-
sure 100 per cent

booth-level security in
the upcoming As-
sembly elections in

the state on April

23 and April 29. However,
the division bench, at the
same time, said that the pe-
titioner did not have the au-
thority on whether any cen-
tral agency or a state agen-
cy would be made account-
able for ensuring the state
polls peacefully.

The division bench of the
Calcutta High Court said
that the decision on this is-
sue would be taken by the
ECI.

The division bench of
Calcutta High Court also
added that the court would
ensure that the voters going
to the polling stations to
cast their votes are provided
with basic amenities like
drinking water, and that the
security systems at the poll-
ing stations and polling
booths are adequate or not.

During the court hearing
in the matter on March 18,
the division bench raised
the question of whether it
was not also the duty of the
West Bengal government,
along with the ECI, to en-
sure free, fair, and vio-
lence-free polls in the state.

Rahul postpones Kerala visit
amid Sonia’s hospitalisation

KOZHIKODE

Rahul Gandhi, who previously
represented Wayanad in the
Lok Sabha, was scheduled to
visit Kozhikode to campaign
for the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF). His
presence was expected to boost
the morale of party workers
and provide momentum in key
constituencies, particularly in
the politically significant Mal-
abar region where electoral
contests are often closely
fought.However, due to Sonia
Gandhi’s health condition re-
quiring immediate medical at-
tention, Rahul Gandhi decided
to remain in Delhi, prioritising
family responsibilities over po-

NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister JP
Nadda on Wednesday wel-
comed the passage of the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) Bill,
2026, in Gujarat, asserting that
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
government remains commit-
ted to eliminating discrimina-
tion and ensuring equal rights
for all citizens.The Gujarat
Legislative Assembly passed
the UCC Bill, 2026, on Tues-
day, seeking to establish a
common legal framework gov-
erning civil matters such as

marriage, divorce, mainte-
nance, and inheritance across
communities, irrespective of
religion. The state government
stated the legislation is aimed
at ensuring equality before the

litical engagements. Party
sources indicated that the deci-
sion was taken at short notice,
resulting in the postponement of
his visit. While no new date has
been announced yet, Congress
leaders expressed confidence
that he would join the campaign
at a later stage, depending on
the situation.In response to the
change in plans, Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge has
stepped in to lead the campaign
efforts in Kerala. Kharge is ex-
pected to address multiple pub-
lic meetings and engage with
party workers across the state,
focusing on strengthening sup-
port for UDF candidates ahead
of the Assembly elections
scheduled for April 9.

BJP govt committed to upliftment of all:

_ 4

law and addressing disparities
arising from religion-based
personal laws. It maintained
that the Code applies only to
civil matters and does not in-
terfere with religious beliefs or

PIL filed in High Court against Punjab
Police’s Rs 80 FIR download fee

CHANDIGARH

A Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) has been filed before the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court challenging the imposi-
tion of a service charge for
downloading First Information
Reports (FIRs) from the Pun-
jab Police’s PP Saanjh Portal.
Social media trends

The plea, filed by advocates
Abhishek Malhotra and Vasu
Ranjan Shandilya, contended
that the Punjab government’s
decision to levy a fee of Rs 80
for downloading FIRs is “ille-
gal, ultra vires and violative of
Articles 14, 19(1)(a) and 21 of
the Constitution of India”. Ac-
cording to the petition, the im-
pugned charge is “in blatant
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violation of Section 173(2) of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS),
which mandates that a copy
shall be given forthwith, free
of cost, to the informant or the
victim”.The plea further relies
on the Supreme Court’s judg-
ment in Youth Bar Association
of India v. Union of India,
which directed that FIRs be
uploaded online within 24
hours to ensure free and trans-
parent access.

practices.Reacting to the de-
velopment, Nadda said in a
post on X, Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi ji, the BJP govern-
ment is resolutely committed
to eradicating all forms of
discrimination among the cit-
izens and granting equal rights
to all through the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC).The move
places Gujarat among states
that have taken legislative
steps towards implementing a
Uniform Civil Code, after Ut-
tarakhand, while Goa contin-
ues to have a long-standing
common civil law framework.

Nadda

It is heartening that, following
Uttarakhand, the passage of
the Uniform Civil Code bill in
Gujarat state now is a com-
mendable step. I extend my
heartfelt congratulations to
Chief Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel ji and all the legislators
who supported this bill, Nadda
added.Taking an indirect
swipe at the Opposition, the
Union Minister further said,
appeasing any particular com-
munity by granting special
rights, driven by the greed for
vote banks and escalating a
policy of appeasement, is an
insult to democracy.

O ibcworldnews.com
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Supre Court declines

plea against Centre’s
‘Vande Mataram’ circular

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday declined to enter-
tain a plea challenging the
Centre’s recent circular re-
garding the singing of the na-
tional song ‘Vande Mataram’
at official and public func-
tions, observing that the peti-
tion was premature as the
guidelines do not mandate
compliance or prescribe any
penal consequences.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant, and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M Pancholi, remarked
that the January 28 notifica-
tion issued by the Union gov-
ernment was merely advisory
in nature.

During the hearing, the CJI
Kant-led Bench repeatedly
underlined that the circular
does not make the singing of
‘Vande Mataram’ mandatory.
We will hear all this when
there are penal consequences
or when it is made mandatory.
This notification is advisory.
No penal consequences, also,
the apex court remarked.

Senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for the pe-
titioner, argued that even in
the absence of explicit penal-
ties, the advisory could create
a situation of indirect compul-
sion.

He argued that individuals
refusing to sing or stand in
respect of the national song
may face social pressure or

During the hearing, the
CJl Kant-led Bench
repeatedly underlined
that the circular does not
make the singing of
‘Vande Mataram’
mandatory

discrimination. There is al-
ways a burden on those who
refuse. In the garb of an advi-
sory, people can be compelled
to conform, Hegde submitted,
adding that patriotism cannot
be compelled and that the
Constitution must protect in-
dividual conscience.

However, the CJI Kant-led
Bench said that the apprehen-
sions raised by the petitioner
regarding possible discrimina-
tion were speculative at this
stage. If there are any penal
consequences or instances of
discrimination, you are free to
approach this Court, the apex
court said, while dismissing
the plea.

The petition had challenged
the Centre’s circular, which
suggested that ‘Vande
Mataram’ may be sung in ed-
ucational institutions and pub-
lic functions.

The government has main-
tained that the guideline is
intended to promote respect
for the national song and is
not enforceable by law. The
issue also comes amid re-
newed focus on the historical
and cultural significance of
‘Vande Mataram’.

TN civic staff seek poll panel
nod for pending promotions

fafa T N
NIRVACHAN  SADAN

A Aate

ELECTION COMMISSION
OF

INDIA

CHENNAI

A key association represent-
ing ministerial staff in Tam-
il Nadu’s municipal corpo-
rations has approached the
Election Commission of
India, seeking special per-
mission to implement a
long-pending government
order on promotions.

The request comes after
the process was halted due
to the enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct
ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly elections.

In a detailed representa-
tion submitted to Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, State Chief
Electoral Officer Archana
Patnaik, and Chief Secretary
N Muruganandham, the
Tamil Nadu Municipal Cor-
poration Ministerial Staff
Association highlighted the
prolonged delay in promo-
tions and its impact on em-
ployees. The association
stated that hundreds of staff
members have been await-
ing career advancement for
several years, leading to
growing frustration within
the workforce.

The delay, according to
the association, is linked to
the implementation of the
Tamil Nadu Urban Local
Bodies Rules, 2023. These
revised rules introduced
new eligibility criteria, in-
cluding additional educa-
tional qualifications, extend-
ed service requirements, and
mandatory departmental
examinations. While amend-
ments were introduced in

|

March 2025 to address some
of these concerns, several
practical challenges contin-
ue to persist.

One major issue raised by
the association is the late
approval of the syllabus for
the departmental examina-
tions, which was finalised
only in April 2025. This left
employees with very limited
time to prepare and qualify,
making it difficult for many
eligible candidates to meet
the new requirements within
the stipulated timeframe.

R. Subramanian, found-
er-president of the associa-
tion, pointed out that the
current system is impracti-
cal for a large number of
employees and risks deny-
ing them fair opportunities
for promotion. Invoking
provisions within the rules
that allow relaxation in cas-
es of implementation chal-
lenges, the association has
proposed a one-time exemp-
tion. It has requested that
promotions be carried out
under the earlier Tamil
Nadu Municipal Corpora-
tion Service Rules of 1996,
which were in effect until
March 2023 .However, the
enforcement of the Model
Code of Conduct on March
15, in view of the April 23
Assembly elections, has ef-
fectively stalled all such ad-
ministrative decisions.

As promotions during the
election period require prior
approval from the Election
Commission, the association
has urged the poll body to
grant clearance and resolve
the long-standing issue.
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Israel sees
Iranthreatblocking
India trade

TELAVIV
Former Israeli spokesper-
son Eylon Levy said neu-

tralizing Iran’s military
threats is vital for In-
dia-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor
(IMEC) success. Levy
stressed that ending Teh-
ran’s ability to blockade
the Strait of Hormuz or
attack civilian targets is
crucial for regional pros-
perity. He accused Iran of
sabotaging trade integra-
tion and dismissing U.S.
diplomatic efforts, calling
the regime defiant and
ideologically opposed to
peace. Levy claimed Israel
and the U.S. are system-
atically limiting Iran’s mili-
tary capabilities, while
Tehran continues missile
and drone attacks.

Baloch schools
suspend internet over
security

BALOCHISTAN
The Balochistan govern-
ment has extended
school closures until
March 31 and suspended
mobile internet in cities
including Quetta, Noshki,
Kharan, and Mastung over
security concerns. All
public and private institu-
tions, from schools to uni-
versities and cadet colleg-
es, will remain shut. Offi-
cials said the move safe-
guards students, staff,
and ensures administra-
tive control. Mobile inter-
net suspension affects
daily communication and
access to information.
Authorities stressed strict
enforcement, though no
timeline for internet res-
toration was given. Critics
warn these steps disrupt
education and public life.

Iran launches
80th wave against
Israel

TEHRAN
Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) an-
nounced the 80th wave
of its Operation True
Promise 4, targeting stra-
tegic points and military
centers in northern Israel
and U.S. bases in the re-
gion. The Aerospace
Force coordinated at-
tacks alongside Leba-
non’s Hezbollah, striking
Safed, Tel Aviv, Kiryat
Shmona, and Bnei Brak
with missiles and drones.
Iranian officials empha-
sized continued retalia-
tion until “complete vic-
tory,” criticizing U.S. nego-
tiation claims. The IRGC
warned that northern as-
sembly points, Gaza, and
regional military installa-
tions would face sus-
tained strikes.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?
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Iranrejects peacé talks as tensions rise

Iran denies peace talks with the US, while Israel continues military actions, escalating tensions and regional instability in West Asia.

TEHRAN

ship. This statement highlights the

Iran has officially denied that any
peace negotiations are happening
with the United States, despite re-
cent claims that a deal might be

near.

Iranian Ambassador Reza Amiri
Moghadam dismissed reports of
secret talks, blaming the ongoing
conflict on what he described as a
"betrayal" by American leader-
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Argentina lauds India for

smart energy moves

ARGENTINA

Argentina is giving a big
thumbs-up to India’s clever
plan to keep the lights on and
engines running. As conflicts
in West Asia shake up global
fuel prices, Argentina’s am-
bassador, Mariano A. Cauci-
no, called India’s strategy to
find new energy sources "very
wise."

For years, many countries
relied on just a few neighbors
for oil and gas.

However, under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, India
has flipped the script. Instead
of putting all its eggs in one
basket, India now buys energy
from 41 different coun-
tries—a huge jump from just
27 a decade ago. This safety
net ensures that if one region
faces trouble, Indian homes
and businesses don't have to
suffer. Ambassador Caucino
believes Argentina is the per-

fect partner to help. While
Argentina is massive, it has a
small population, meaning it
produces far more energy,
minerals, and food than its
people can use. "We have
plenty to share,”" he suggest-
ed, noting that Argentina is
ready to fuel India’s growing
economy.

The Prime Minister recent-
ly reassured leaders that India
is more prepared than ever.
With bigger storage tanks for
crude oil and better refineries,
the nation is building a shield
against global chaos. Beyond
big industry, the government
is also pushing to bring piped
natural gas and cooking gas
directly to more households.

As the world watches the
complex tensions in the Mid-
dle East, this growing friend-
ship between India and Ar-
gentina offers a hopeful path
toward a more stable and
powered future.

deep distrust that continues to fuel
the current crisis in West Asia.
Adding to the tension, Israel’s
representative at the United Na-
tions, Danny Danon, confirmed
that Israel is not part of any peace
discussions. Instead, he empha-
sized that military actions against
Iran will continue. Israel remains
focused on stopping Iran from de-
veloping advanced weapons and

missiles. Danon pointed out that
while Israel seeks regional stabil- &
~ @\

ity, Iran has taken aggressive ac-
tions against many countries in a
very short time, calling them a
major source of trouble.

The situation remains con-
fusing as President Don-
ald Trump recently sug-
gested that Iran was
ready to make a deal.
He claimed that the
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U.S. had already weak-
ened Iran’s military,
leaving their air force
and navy unable to
respond. However,

the reality on the
ground tells a
different sto-

ry. i
Conflict

is still rag-

ing, with

Israel carrying out airstrikes and
Iran launching its 80th wave of
retaliatory attacks.

Experts say that with both sides
refusing to back down and no of-
ficial talks confirmed, the hope for
a ceasefire remains slim.

The region stays in a fragile
state,
and civilians caught in a cycle of
violence that shows no sign of

stopping.

with both military forces

Nuclear watchdog warns after strike on Iran

VIENNA

The world’s nuclear watch-
dog is calling for "maximum
restraint” after a projectile hit
a major nuclear power plant
in Iran.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) is-
sued the urgent warning fol-
lowing reports that the
Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant
was struck during ongoing
regional fighting.

In a statement, the IAEA
confirmed that Iranian offi-
cials reported the hit but re-
assured the public that the

plant itself was not damaged.
Thankfully, no staff members
were injured, and the facility
is still running normally.
However, IAEA Director
General Rafael Mariano
Grossi warned that playing
with fire near nuclear sites
creates terrifying risks for ev-
eryone.

This close call happened
on a day of widespread cha-
o0s. In nearby Kuwait, a drone
attack set a fuel tank on fire
at the international airport,
though emergency teams
managed to stop the blaze
before anyone was hurt.

Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump claimed the
war is essentially over, stating
that Iran’s navy and air force
have been destroyed. He sug-
gested Iran is now begging

for a deal. However, Israel
isn't slowing down. Israeli
military leaders said their
strikes in Iran and Lebanon
will continue as planned, re-
gardless of talk about peace.

US SENDS MORE TROOPS DESPITE PEACE CLAIMS

WASHINGTON

The Pentagon is reported-
ly preparing to send more
soldiers to the Middle
East, even as President
Donald Trump tells the
world that the war with
Iran might soon be over.
While the President
claims victory is near,
military planners are get-
ting ready to deploy
members of the famous
82nd Airborne Division.
According to reports
from CBS News, this new
mission could involve
around 1,500 troops.
These forces include spe-

cialized commanders and
ground teams.

This move comes as the
conflict enters its fourth
week, showing a clear
gap between the hopeful
words coming from the
White House and the re-
ality of military prepara-
tion on the ground.

President Trump re-
cently painted a picture of
total control, stating that
U.S. planes are flying
freely over Tehran.

He suggested that Iran
is "totally defeated" and
that peace talks are al-
ready happening. "I think
we are going to end it,"

the President told report-
ers, implying that the
U.S. now holds all the
cards.

However, leaders in
Iran are telling a very dif-
ferent story. They mocked
the idea of peace talks,
claiming the U.S. is es-
sentially "negotiating
with itself." To prove they
are still fighting, Iran re-
leased videos of their lat-
est missile strikes against
U.S. and Israeli positions.

Iranian officials insist
they won't even consider
stopping until all Western
military operations in the
region come to a halt.

Taiwan remains alert as Chinese forces close in

TAIPEI

Taiwan’s military is on high
alert after a sharp increase in
Chinese activity around the
island. Officials reported see-
ing 16 military planes and 10
navy ships circling nearby,
marking a busy and tense 24
hours for the region’s defend-
ers. According to Taiwan’s
Ministry of National Defense,
13 of those aircraft crossed
the "median line"—an invisi-
ble boundary in the sea that
usually keeps the two sides
apart. These planes flew into
Taiwan’s air defense zone
from both the southwest and
the east, effectively surround-
ing the island’s airspace. This
follows a similar move yes-
terday, showing that China is
stepping up its presence in the
area.

The disagreement between
the two is decades old. China

1 2
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claims Taiwan has always
been part of its territory and
point to history to back it up.
However, Taiwan operates
like any other country, with
its own elected leaders, a
strong economy, and its own
army. To keep the peace, Tai-
wan hasn’t officially declared
indepen-
dence, but
it remains
firm about
protecting
its way of
life.

Taiwan’s
military
leaders said
they are watching every move
on their radar screens and are
ready to react if any Chinese
vessels or planes get too
close. "We have monitored
the situation and responded,"
the ministry shared in a brief
public update.
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China watches Iran conflict for Taiwan lessons

BEIJING

China is keeping a sharp
eye on the U.S.-led mili-
tary campaign in Iran, but
not just for the daily news.
Experts say
Beijing is treat-
ing the conflict
as a massive
classroom,
searching for
clues on how to
handle its own
future plans re-
garding Tai-
wan.

By watching how the
U.S. operates, the Chinese
military has identified five
major lessons.

First, they believe inter-
nal loyalty is everything;

this explains why leader Xi
Jinping has recently
cleaned house within his
military to ensure everyone
is on the same page.

They also noted that hav-
ing the most firepower
usually wins the day and
that relying too much on
talk—or diplomacy—can
be a costly mistake.

One of the most interest-
ing observations involves
"decapitation strikes,"
which are attacks aimed at
a country's top leaders.
China noticed these haven't
forced Iran to give up, sug-
gesting such tactics might
not work against Taiwan
either. Beijing is also care-
fully tracking how many
missiles the U.S. is firing.

Bangladesh says ‘thank you, India’

DHAKA

As Bangladesh prepares to cel-
ebrate its hard-won freedom,
the nation is taking a moment
to look back and say a heart-
felt "thank you" to India. State
Minister Ishraque Hossain
shared a moving tribute, re-
minding the world that India’s

hand of friendship in 1971 was
the key to saving millions of
lives.The timing of this grati-
tude is deeply symbolic. To-
day, March 25, is remembered
as "Genocide Day." It marks
the dark anniversary of a night
in 1971 when violent crack-
downs began across the re-
gion. In those terrifying mo-

ments, as homes were de-
stroyed and leaders were ar-
rested, the people of Bangla-
desh found a powerful ally in
India. Minister Hossain ex-
plained that without India’s
military training and resourc-
es, the path to victory would
have been much longer and far
more painful.

RACING TO Al TOP SPOT

long life on 90th birthday

DHARAMSHALA

Over five,000 devotees from
across the globe gathered at
the Tsuglagkhang Temple for
a moving prayer ceremony
dedicated to the 14th Dalai
Lama.

The grand event, organized
by three major Tibetan asso-
ciations, was held to celebrate
the spiritual leader’s 90th
birthday and to pray for his
continued health and long
life.

The temple grounds were
filled with a vibrant mix of
monks, nuns, and internation-
al followers. Led by the spir-
itual leader Ling Rinpoche,
the air was thick with the
sound of traditional chants
and songs. For many in atten-
dance, the day was the fulfill-

ment of a lifelong dream. Sol
Miia, a devotee who traveled
all the way from Ukraine, de-
scribed the experience as
overwhelming, noting that
seeing so many people smil-
ing and dancing in honor of a
"holy person" brought her to
tears of joy.

Dawa Tsering, a member of
the Tibetan Parliament, ex-
plained that the gathering was
about more than just a birth-
day; it was a global call for
peace.

Tibetans from different re-
gions united to show their
deep reverence for their lead-
er, who remains a symbol of
hope and compassion for mil-
lions. As the ceremony con-
cluded, participants shared a
collective sense of spiritual
renewal.

INDIA, UK NAMED GLOBAL AT SUPERPOWERS

LONDON
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Former British Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak has officially
labeled India and the United
Kingdom as the world’s new
“Al superpowers.”

Speaking at a high-profile
technology event in London,
Sunak pointed out that both
nations are now leading the
global race to develop artifi-
cial intelligence, with India
recently climbing even higher
than the UK in international
rankings.

The core of this success,
according to Sunak, is a
shared belief in freedom for
inventors. Unlike the Europe-

RISHI SUNAK
T MINISTER OF THE

b
an Union, which has strict,
top-down rules, or the United
States, which handles issues
as they come up, India and

the UK prefer a “pro-innova-
tion” style. They want to cre-
ate a space where smart ideas
can grow quickly without be-
ing tangled in too much red
tape.

Safety is also a top priority
for this tech partnership. India
recently launched its own Al
Security Institute, and Sunak
is calling for it to work hand-
in-hand with the UK’s ver-
sion. By joining forces
through the “UK-India Tech-
nology Security Initiative,”
the two countries hope to set

the gold standard for how the
world handles the risks of
new technology.

India’s High Commissioner,
Vikram Doraiswami, agreed
that the timing is perfect. By
mixing India’s massive scale
and fresh talent with the UK’s
long history of tech expertise,
the two nations are building a
powerful alliance. This part-
nership isn’t just about com-
puters; it’s about making sure
the 21st century is defined by
responsible, cutting-edge
growth that benefits everyone.
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Mohamed Salah to Leave Liverpool
After Glittering Nine-Year Journey

Egyptian star confirms emotional Anfield exit, ending one of club’s eras

LONDON AS Roma in 2017 and quickly
became a global superstar.
Alongside Sadio Mane and
Roberto Firmino, he formed a
formidable attacking trio under
Jurgen Klopp, leading the club
to multiple trophies, including
the UEFA Champions League
and two Premier League titles.

Individually, Salah’s
achievements have been equal-
ly impressive.

He won the Premier League
Golden Boot four times and
currently sits third on Liver-

Bengaluru FC Appoint
Pep Munoz as New
Head Coach Mid-Season

BENGALURU

Spanish
tactician set to
take charge as
club eyes long-

term success.
e

to finish strongly. The club has
stated that he is fully focused
on helping Liverpool achieve
the best possible results before
his departure.

There has been no official
confirmation regarding his
next destination, though inter-
est from clubs in Saudi Arabia
has been reported in recent
years.

Leaving as a free agent
means Liverpool will not re-
ceive a transfer fee.

As the season approaches its

Bengaluru FC have ap-
pointed Spanish coach
Pep Munoz as their new
head coach midway
through the Indian Super
League 2026 season,
signalling a strategic
shift towards long-term
development despite a
competitive campaign
under way.

The 46-year-old, who
previously worked with
the famed FC Barcelona
academy setup, is ex-

club to depart a year before his
contract was due to expire.

His exit marks the end of a
defining era for Liverpool,
during which he was the focal
point of one of the most suc-
cessful teams in recent history.

In an emotional message to
fans, Salah described Liver-
pool as more than just a club,
calling it a “passion, history
and spirit” that became an in-
separable part of his life.

His departure, however,
comes amid a slightly strained

Mohamed Salah has an-
= nounced he will leave Liv-
| erpool FC at the end of the
season, bringing the curtain
down on a remarkable
nine-year spell that
cemented his status
among the club’s
all-time greats.
The 33-year-old
forward, who has
scored 255 goals
in 435 appear-

manager Renedy Singh
soon, with formalities
for his arrival currently
being completed. Munoz
could take charge as ear-
ly as Bengaluru FC’s
away fixture against FC
Goa on April 4.

Renedy Singh, who

ances, con- relationship with the club fol- pool’s all-time scoring list, be- conclusion, fans are expected pected to replace current  stepped in as head coach
firmed he had lowing a dip in form and a  hind Ian Rush and Roger Hunt.  to give Salah a fitting farewell, following the departure
reached an public fallout with manager Despite a dip in form this celebrating a legacy defined by of Gerard Zaragoza last
agreement  Arne Slot earlier this season. season and a recent muscle in-  goals, trophies, and unforgetta- November, will continue
with the Salah joined Liverpool from jury, Salah remains determined  ble moments at Anfield. with the club in a differ-

Priyanka, Krishik Strike Gold at National
Indoor Athletics Championships

BENGALURU

Karnataka athletes Priyanka
C and Krishik Manjunatha
delivered standout perfor-
mances to clinch gold medals
on the opening day of the Na-
tional Indoor Athletics Cham-
pionships in Bhubaneswar.
Priyanka etched
her name in histo-

multiple laps. Despite this,
she displayed composure and
endurance to claim the top
podium finish.

In the men’s section, Kri-
shik Manjunatha secured gold
in the 60m hurdles, clocking
7.71 seconds in a closely con-

tested final. He edged out
Rathish Pandidurai in
a photo finish, cap-

ry by becoming Karnataka italising on the
the first wom- , , absence of na-
an to win gold athletes shine with tional record
at the Indoor strong peiformances holder Tejas
Nationals, se- , , Shirse. Karna-
curing top spot onopening day m taka’s medal
in the women’s Bhubaneswar tally was further

3000m event.
The 22-year-old
clocked an impressive
9:42.05, finishing ahead of
Kajal Kandwade of Gujarat
and Odisha’s Susmita Tigga.
Competing on an indoor
track for the first time, Pri-
yanka admitted the race posed
unique challenges, including
unfamiliar track conditions
and the demands of running

I

Indoor Athje
CHAMFIDHSHJP 2026

boosted by Kaly-
an JR, who clinched

silver in the men’s 800m
final. He finished behind fa-
vourite Mohammed Afsal,
who set a new benchmark in
the indoor event with a time of
1:47.86.

Elsewhere, Tamil Nadu’s
Baranica Elangovan delivered
a record-breaking performance
in the women’s pole vault.
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Indian Archers Win Two Bronze,
Enter Two Fmals at A51a Cup Stage 1

Raj - vigk Kumar b

Kaur {Coach]

BANGKOK

India delivered a strong all-
round performance at the Asia
Cup World Ranking Tourna-
ment Stage 1, clinching two
bronze medals while advanc-
ing to two team finals on an
eventful second day of com-
petition.

The highlight of the day
came from the women’s com-
pound team, featuring
Chikitha Taniparthi, Raj Kaur
and Tejal Salve, who stormed
into the final with a narrow
229-226 victory over hosts
Thailand in a tense semifinal.
The Indian trio showed com-
posure under pressure and
will now face Kazakhstan in
the gold medal clash, improv-
ing on their bronze finish
from the previous edition.

In contrast, the men’s com-

pound team endured a disap-

Tejat
Hajundjra Salve

ot hilitha

y Juyel
Tamparthl ‘

Sarkar

pointing semifinal despite
dominating the qualification
round. The experienced trio of
Rajat Chauhan, Rishabh Ya-
dav and Uday Kamboj squan-
dered a five-point lead to lose
233-234 to Vietnam in a dra-
matic finish. After a perfect
start, India faltered in the
middle stages as Vietnam de-
livered back-to-back perfect
ends to overturn the deficit.
However, the Indian men
bounced back strongly to se-
cure the bronze medal, edging
past Bhutan 234-232 in a
closely contested playoft.
India also impressed in the
recurve section. The men’s
recurve team, comprising
Devaang Gupta, Sukhchain
Singh and Juyel Sarkar, ad-
vanced to the final with a con-
vincing 5-1 win over Malay-
sia. The top-seeded Indian
side maintained control

Rahul
Banerjee
(Coach)

Sukhchain

I Devaang
Singh

Gupta

throughout, combining con-
sistency with timely precision
to book a place in the summit
clash against Kazakhstan.

Meanwhile, the women’s
recurve team—Ruma
Biswas, Kirti and Ridhi
Phor—secured a bronze med-
al after defeating Malaysia
5-1. The trio produced a dom-
inant performance, building
an early lead and maintaining
their advantage to finish on
the podium after missing out
last year.

Overall, India’s campaign
has been marked by both
promise and missed opportu-
nities, with strong showings
across categories. With two
teams now in the finals
scheduled later this week, the
contingent will aim to convert
their momentum into gold
medals and cap off an impres-
sive outing.

Karnataka athletes shine with strong
performances on opening day in Bhubaneswar

NEW DELHI

The All India Football Feder-
ation has decided not to ex-
tend the contract of Amelia
Valverde as head coach of the
Indian women’s football
team, signalling a shift to-
wards appointing an Indian
successor ahead of upcoming
international assignments.
The decision was taken fol-
lowing a meeting of the AIFF
Technical Committee, chaired
by I. M. Vijayan, which rec-
ommended exploring domes-
tic coaching options for the
senior women’s side.
Valverde, who was appointed
on a short-term deal in Janu-
ary, had overseen the team
during the AFC Women’s
Asian Cup but failed to regis-
ter a win in the tournament.
Sources indicate that the
committee was not satisfied
with the team’s performance
under the Costa Rican coach,
prompting the move to look

FIFA Series

for a fresh ap- Federation opts for

proach. In an domestic coach as 2026 in Nairo-
official state- team prepares for bi on April 11.
ment, the AIFF crucial fixtures Additionally, the

thanked Valverde

for her services and
wished her well for the fu-
ture.

The federation now faces a
race against time to appoint a
new coach, with the national
team scheduled to face Kenya
women's national football
team in the semifinals of the

SAFF Women’s
Championship in June

adds urgency to the transi-
tion. The decision comes
amid recent controversy sur-
rounding the team’s Asian
Cup campaign, including is-
sues related to ill-fitting jer-
seys that drew criticism and
raised questions about admin-

istrative lapses. Valanka Ale-
mao, head of the AIFF wom-
en’s committee, had publicly
called for accountability,
terming the situation an em-
barrassment.

In parallel developments,
the technical committee has
also recommended structural
changes across other national
teams. Mahesh Gawali has
been appointed head coach of
the India Under-20 team to
streamline player develop-
ment, while Renjith TA is set
to join the senior men’s team
as assistant coach.

The AIFF also plans to es-
tablish a study group to mon-
itor the progress of the Un-
der-23 men’s team and identi-
fy players ready for se-
nior-level transition.

With a crucial phase ahead,
the federation’s focus on pro-
moting Indian coaching talent
could mark a new direction
for women’s football in the
country.

Tiger Woods
Returns, But LA
Golf Club Clinch
SoFi Cup in Style

PALM BEACH GARDENS

Tiger Woods made a
long-awaited return to compet-
itive action, but Los Angeles
Golf Club dominated the final
to secure a commanding victory
and lift the SoFi Cup in the
TGL Golf League. Woods, rep-
resenting Jupiter Links Golf
Club, was playing his first
match in over a year following
multiple injuries, including back
surgery. His comeback, howev-
er, could not prevent a 9-2 de-
feat as Los Angeles produced a
stunning late surge, highlighted
by three consecutive eagles that
sealed the contest in emphatic
fashion.The 15-hole match end-
ed early in just 10 holes, reflect-
ing the dominance of the Los
Angeles side. Woods showed
glimpses of his class early on,
helping Jupiter Links take a 2-0
lead with a steady birdie and a
precise long putt that set up an-

¢ other scoring opportunity.

ent role. Under his guid-
ance, Bengaluru FC had
revived their title hopes,
recently securing a 3-1
win over Inter Kashi to
move within three

.. points of league leaders

¢ Mumbai City FC.

The decision to bring
in Munoz comes at a
crucial juncture, with

. multiple teams—in-

/ cluding Mohun Bagan,

Jamshedpur FC and

East Bengal—firmly in
the title race. However,
sources indicate that the
club’s management is
focused on building a
sustainable future rather
than short-term gains.

Munoz arrives with a
strong résumé in Asian
football, having enjoyed
significant success with
PKR Svay Rieng, where
he won consecutive
Cambodian Premier
League titles.

Sinner Beats Michelsen
to Storm Into Miami
Open Quarterfinals

MIAMI

Jannik Sinner continued his
impressive run on the ATP
Tour, defeating Alex Mi-
chelsen in straight sets to
reach the quarterfinals of the
Miami Open and keep his
hopes of completing the
“Sunshine Double” alive.
The second-seeded Italian
secured a hard-fought 7-5,
7-6 (7/4) victory in one hour
and 41 minutes at Hard Rock
Stadium. Despite the straight-
sets scoreline, Sinner was
tested throughout by the 40th-
ranked Michelsen, who
showed resilience and pushed
the match into a tense tie-
break in the second set.
After a closely contested
start, Sinner be-
gan to assert ~y
control late in
the opening
set. He creat-
ed multiple
break-point
opportunities
before final-

ly breaking r'!‘l

Michelsen in

the 11th game

and serving out

the set with au- ’ ‘ |
thority.

Michelsen re-
sponded strongly
in the second set,
breaking Sinner
early to surge into
a 5-2 lead. Howev-
er, changing condi-
tions and the bright
afternoon sunlight
appeared to disrupt

the American’s rhythm. Sin-
ner capitalised, mounting a
comeback to level the set and
force a tiebreak.

Relying on his powerful
serve, which produced 15
aces during the match, Sinner
dominated the tiebreak and
sealed victory with a decisive
service winner.

Reflecting on his perfor-
mance, he credited his ability
to deliver in crucial moments,
especially under changing
playing conditions.

With this win, Sinner
moves one step closer to
achieving the rare feat of win-
ning both Indian Wells and
Miami in the same season.

He will next face American
19th seed Frances Tiafoe,
who advanced after a three-
set battle against France’s
Terence Atmane. Elsewhere,
Spain’s rising star Martin
Landaluce continued his
dream run by upsetting Sebas-
tian Korda, while Jiri

Lehecka defeated Tay-

lor Fritz to reach the
last eight.

S - Other quarterfinalists
! » include Alexander
3 Zverev, Francisco Ce-

} rundolo, Tommy

- 4 Paul and Arthur

W Fils. As the tour-
nament intensi-
fies, Sinner’s

- consistency and

A composure un-
der pressure
make him one
of the leading
~ contenders
for the title.

NADAL DEFENDS ALCARAZ, DISMISSES CONCERNS AFTE

MADRID

Rafael Nadal has come out in
strong support of Carlos Al-
caraz, dismissing concerns
over the young star’s recent
dip in form following back-
to-back defeats in the “Sun-
shine Double.”

Alcaraz, who began the
2026 season in sensational
fashion with a 17-match win-
ning streak, has faced unex-
pected setbacks in recent

weeks. After losing to Daniil
Medvedev in the semifinals at
Indian Wells, the world No.
1 suffered a surprising third-
round exit at the Miami
Open, going down to Sebas-
tian Korda.

The defeats have sparked
widespread debate about Al-
caraz’s form, but Nadal be-
lieves the criticism is unwar-
ranted. Speaking at an event
in Madrid, the 22-time Grand
Slam champion urged fans

and pundits to maintain per-
spective.

Nadal pointed out that ex-
pecting Alcaraz to win every
match is unrealistic, espe-
cially given his already re-
markable achievements at a
young age.

The Spaniard highlighted
that Alcaraz has already se-
cured multiple Grand Slam
titles and established himself
as one of the leading players
on the tour.

R MIAMI OPEN EXIT

Drawing from his own ex-
perience of dealing with in-
tense expectations early in
his career, Nadal emphasised
that occasional losses are a
natural part of the sport.

He noted that two defeats
should not trigger alarm, par-
ticularly for a player who has
consistently performed at the
highest level.

Alcaraz’s recent struggles
come after a highly success-
ful start to the year, including

a historic triumph at the Aus-
tralian Open and another title
in Qatar. However, his early
exits in Indian Wells and Mi-
ami have raised questions as
he heads into the crucial
clay-court season.

The young Spaniard will
now shift focus to upcoming
tournaments, including the
Monte Carlo Masters and the
French Open, where he will
be defending significant
ranking points.
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India, Israel build new trade highway

Prime Minister Modi’s Israel visit advances the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor,
boosting trade, connectivity, and global supply chain resilience.

BUSINESS

KALABURAGI

QUICK READ

Kotak Bank detects
Rs 150 cr fraud at
Panchkula branch

Panchkula
Kotak Mahindra Bank’s
Panchkula branch is un-
der scrutiny after a Rs
150-crore fraud was dis-
covered in fixed deposits
of the municipal corpora-
tion. Trouble surfaced
when a Rs 58-crore de-
posit maturity was re-
quested, but the money
never arrived. Investiga-
tions revealed fake bank
statements and forged
deposits. Officials sus-
pect funds were diverted
into fraudulent accounts.
The bank has started a
full review and is cooper-
ating with authorities.
This comes shortly after a
Rs 590-crore fraud at
IDFC First Bank’s Chandi-
garh branch. Further de-
tails of the Panchkula
case are expected as the
probe continues.

India smart TV
market sees flat
growth 2025

New Delhi
India’s smart TV ship-
ments stayed mostly flat
in 2025 as weak early-year
sales were balanced by
festive demand in the sec-
ond half. Larger screens
led the market, with 43-
inch models topping ship-
ments and 55-inch-plus
TVs driving growth. QLED
shipments nearly doubled,
while MiniLED gained rap-
idly from a low base. Mid-
range QLEDs became
more common, and af-
fordable MiniLED options
expanded. Early-year
weakness came from cau-
tious consumer spending,
but festive offers, financ-
ing schemes, and GST
cuts helped boost sales
later. Analysts expect
steady growthin 2026,
though rising component
costs may pressure prices
and margins.

India’s infrastructure
boom driven by
public spending

New Delhi
India’s infrastructure sector
is transforming rapidly, fue-
led by public investment
rising from Rs 2 lakh crore
inFY15to Rs12.2 lakh crore
in FY27. The surge has
spurred private investment,
boosted demand for steel
and cement, and created
jobs. Blended financing,
combining government
funds, institutional capital,
and market instruments,
has made India South
Asia’s top destination for
private participation. Plat-
forms like NIIF, REITs, and
InvITs mobilized billions,
attracting global investors
and enabling retail partici-
pation. Long-term financ-
ing through NABFID and in-
novative trusts has rotated
capital into new projects,
supporting sustainable
growth and infrastructure
expansion nationwide.

Gold, silver prices
jump amid West
Asia tensions

Mumbai
Gold and silver prices
surged strongly as easing
tensions in West Asia
boosted market senti-
ment. On MCX, gold rose
nearly 4 per cent to Rs
144,410 per 10 grams,
while silver jumped
around 6 per cent to Rs
214,500 per kg. Interna-
tionally, COMEX gold and
silver also gained sharply.
Analysts say gold may
climb toward Rs 1,55,000
and silver toward Rs
2,40,000, with support
levels holding. Gains fol-
lowed reports of a US
15-point ceasefire pro-
posal to Iran, plus defer-
ment of potential military
actions, although Iran’s
officials remain cautious
on talks progress.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s recent landmark visit to
Israel has sparked a bold new
chapter for global trade. The
two nations are now
fast-tracking a massive eco-
nomic corridor designed to
link Asia directly to Europe
through the Middle East.

This ambitious project,
known as the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corri-
dor (IMEC), is being built as
a trustworthy and open alter-
native to other global net-
works. By creating a seamless
path of rails and ports, India
aims to boost its exports
while making international
supply chains much more re-
silient. During a historic
speech to the Israeli parlia-
ment, Prime Minister Modi
highlighted that this partner-
ship is rooted in shared values
and mutual trust.

For India, the move marks

[N

a significant shift. Instead of
staying on the sidelines, the
country is actively forming
strategic alliances to protect
its interests and ensure fair
competition. Experts say Isra-
el is a perfect partner because
of its stable economy and
high-tech infrastructure,
which acts as a vital bridge to
Western markets.

The project isn’t just about
moving goods; it’s about en-
ergy and digital links too.
While other global players

have already built large
transport networks, IMEC
promises a more balanced
system where every partner
benefits equally. To make it a
reality, leaders are now fo-
cused on building long-term
stability and ensuring the
project remains transparent
for all involved. This new
"trade highway" could soon
redefine how the world does
business, making commerce
faster and more secure for
everyone.

India-Taiwan trade sees
strong growth surge

NEW DELHI

Trade between India and
Taiwan grew by 17 percent
in 2025, reaching $12.5 bil-
lion, according to official
data. This marks a strong
rise compared to the previ-
ous year and shows im-
proving economic ties be-
tween the two sides.

India exported goods
worth $3.3 billion, includ-
ing fuels, metals, chemi-
cals, and plastics. In return,
Taiwan sent goods worth
$9.2 billion, mainly elec-
tronic parts, machinery, and
steel products.

Speaking at a business
event, Estela Chen from the
Taipei Economic and Cul-
tural Center said Taiwan is
known for its strength in
semiconductors and ad-
vanced technology. She
added that both sides are
working closely in areas
like electronics, automo-

biles, and information tech-
nology.

More than 300 Taiwanese
companies are now active
in India. Experts believe
there is still huge potential
for further growth, espe-
cially when compared to
Taiwan’s trade with larger
global economies.

“This rapid expansion is set to attract a
staggering investment of approximately Rs 1.5
lakh crore over the coming years’

India set for massive

MUMBAI

India is on the verge of a dig-
ital revolution, with its data
center capacity expected to
skyrocket to 4 gigawatts by
2030.

According to a new report
by CareEdge Ratings, this
rapid expansion is set to at-
tract a staggering investment
of approximately Rs 1.5 lakh
crore over the coming years.

Currently, India’s capacity
sits at around 1.2 gigawatts,
accounting for roughly 4% of
the global market. While
these numbers are growing,
the amount of data space
available per million internet
users in India is still far below
the global average. This gap
signals a massive opportunity
for future development as
more people go online and
businesses embrace the cloud.

Experts point to several key
drivers behind this surge: a
massive increase in digital ac-
tivity, lower operational costs,
and the rapid adoption of Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI).
While traditional cloud stor-

data center boom

age and corporate IT services
are leading the charge today,
Al is expected to be the main
engine fueling the next phase
of growth. In fact, the indus-
try has already seen its capac-
ity double between 2022 and
2025.

However, the path forward
isn't without hurdles. Costs
have jumped by 50 to 70 per-
cent recently due to rising
land prices and the need for
advanced cooling systems.
Investors are also putting
more money into renewable
energy to keep these centers
sustainable. To succeed, ex-
perts say India must focus on
building stronger power grids
and managing project time-
lines efficiently to meet the
world's growing hunger for
data.

New tax cuts to support local co-ops

NEW DELHI

In a major move to boost rural
incomes, the Indian govern-
ment has announced a three-
year tax exemption on divi-
dend earnings for national
cooperative federations. Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman shared the update in
the Lok Sabha, emphasizing
that the relief is designed to
directly benefit small-scale
members and strengthen the
nation's grassroots economy.

Cooperatives, alongside
small businesses and farmers,

are the backbone of job cre-
ation in India. By removing
these tax burdens, the govern-
ment hopes to encourage
more citizens to join these
organizations, which play a
vital role in improving liveli-
hoods across rural areas. The
Minister highlighted that em-

powering these sectors is es-
sential for achieving balanced
growth that reaches every cor-
ner of the country.

Beyond cooperatives, the
government introduced a new
"safe harbour" rule for the
booming data center industry.
Indian companies providing
services to international part-
ners will now be allowed a
fixed 15 percent profit margin
on costs. This move aims to
ensure genuine business oper-
ations while cracking down on
the misuse of shell companies.

To make life easier for ev-

eryday businesses, the gov-
ernment is also simplifying
the legal process. Penalties
for minor technical mistakes
will be replaced with simple
fixed fees, and passenger
rules at airports have been
streamlined to reduce travel
disputes. Sitharaman noted
that the Centre has even in-
creased spending on public
welfare beyond its tax collec-
tions in some areas, proving a
deep commitment to support-
ing key sectors and making it
easier for everyone to do
business.

Global leaders tackle surge of cheap

NEW DELHI

The European Union is taking
a firm stand against a flood of
low-priced goods from China
that local leaders say is put-
ting European businesses at
risk.

This week, EU Trade Com-
missioner Maros Sefcovic
will bring these urgent con-
cerns to a major World Trade
Organization meeting in Cam-
eroon, calling for a total re-
fresh of global commerce
rules.

For years, the rapid growth
of the Chinese economy has
shifted how the world buys
and sells. However, European
officials argue that the old

rulebook is no longer work-
ing. They are seeing a sharp
rise in imports that are priced
so low that local factories
simply cannot compete. This
"trade gap" has widened sig-
nificantly, leaving European
policymakers worried about

the future of their own indus-
tries and workers.

The problem is fueled by
global tensions elsewhere.
When other countries, like the
United States, put up trade
barriers, many Chinese prod-
ucts get redirected toward Eu-

imports

rope. This has created a re-
cord-breaking trade surplus
for China while leaving Euro-
pean markets feeling over-
whelmed. Sefcovic believes
the current system fails to ad-
dress unfair pricing and over-
production.

To fix this, the EU is push-
ing for a "new balance." They
want faster ways to solve
trade fights and better rules to
ensure every country plays
fair. As these talks begin, the
goal is simple: protecting lo-
cal jobs while keeping global
trade healthy for everyone. It
is a high-stakes effort to make
sure that "cheap" goods do
not come at too high a price
for workers.

Fake fuel shortage rumors spark city chaos

HYDERABAD

Thousands of panicked mo-
torists swarmed petrol sta-
tions across Hyderabad, trig-
gered by false rumors of a
fuel shortage linked to con-
flicts in West Asia. Despite
the massive crowds and long
lines, government officials
and oil companies have con-
firmed there is absolutely no
shortage of petrol or diesel in
the state.

From Ameerpet to LB
Nagar, major roads saw
heavy traffic as cars, buses,
and trucks queued for hours

to fill their tanks. The sudden
surge in customers forced
some stations to temporarily
put up "No Stock" signs sim-
ply because garmi—mg
they could
not pump
fuel fast
enough to
meet the un-
expected
rush. Local
leaders ex-
plained that
this "artificial scarcity" is
created only when everyone
tries to buy fuel at the exact
same time.

LAHORE

Financial experts are sound-
ing a loud alarm, warning that
Pakistan’s economy is stand-
ing on shaky ground.
Without immediate and
deep structural changes, the
nation remains dangerously
vulnerable to global market
shifts. The primary concerns
cited by analysts include a
heavy reliance on expensive
imported fuel and worryingly
low financial reserves.
Recently, the government
decided to hike taxes on
high-quality fuel, specifically
targeting luxury vehicle own-
ers to raise quick revenue.
While officials hope this

move shields the general pub-
lic from soaring costs, experts
warn that this is merely a tem-
porary fix. Global oil prices
continue to climb due to on-
going tensions in the Middle
East, and supply chain disrup-
tions are expected to keep
these costs high for the fore-
seeable future.

Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb has candidly
admitted that “relying on
hope” is no longer a viable
strategy. He emphasized that
the country needs practical,
long-term solutions rather
than short-term patches.
Deep-seated issues, such as
limited government funds and
a lack of domestic production,

Urgent reforms needed to s

Marri Amarender Reddy,
president of the Telangana Pe-
troleum Dealers Association,
assured the public that depots

e for HPCL,
I0CL, and
BPCL have
plenty of
8 supplies.
He also
! warned cit-
izens that
! hoarding
fuel in cans
is extremely dangerous and
against safety laws. Govern-
ment departments further con-
firmed that domestic LPG gas

ke

cylinders are also fully avail-
able and moving through reg-
ular supply chains without
any delay.

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy is scheduled to meet
with top officials later today
to monitor the situation and
ensure distribution remains
steady. Authorities are urging
the public to stay calm, stop
panic buying, and trust offi-
cial updates. They empha-
sized that if residents return
to their normal buying habits,
the long queues at the sta-
tions will vanish almost
immediately.

still remain unaddressed.
Past efforts to save money,
such as cutting fuel allowanc-
es or encouraging remote
work, have seen very little
success. Now, experts suggest
that tougher, more politically
difficult measures might be
necessary. This could include

ave Pak economy

forcing markets and business-
es to close early to slash ener-
gy consumption. While these
steps may be unpopular, they
are increasingly seen as the
only way to stabilize the
economy and prevent a much
larger financial crisis down
the road.

Falling oil prices bring

NEW DELHI

Global crude oil prices took
a sharp dive as growing
hopes for a ceasefire in West
Asia calmed nervous mar-
kets. Brent crude fell signifi-
cantly to $97.18 per barrel,
while American oil prices
dropped over 6 percent. This
shift offers a breath of fresh
air for the global economy
after weeks of high tension.

For a country like India,
which imports most of its
fuel, this price drop is excel-
lent news. Experts explain
that when oil becomes
cheaper, it helps lower the
cost of living and reduces
the national trade deficit.
Specifically, a $10 drop in
oil prices can noticeably cut
inflation, making everyday
goods more affordable for
families. While the market
remains a bit jumpy, ana-
lysts believe that if prices

hope for

economy

stay low, the Indian rupee
will gain strength against the
dollar.

The world’s stock markets
reacted to the news with a
mix of surprise and excite-
ment. While some markets
in the United States saw
small dips, Asian markets
celebrated the news. In Ja-
pan and South Korea, stock
indexes jumped by more
than 3 percent as investors
cheered the possibility of
lower energy costs.

However, experts warn
that we aren't out of the
woods just yet. While the
current trend is positive, any
sudden change in global pol-
itics could send prices back
up. For now, the focus re-
mains on the ceasefire talks,
as a peaceful resolution is
the most reliable way to
keep fuel prices stable and
the global economy moving
forward.
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Iran War Fallout Forces

BENGALURU
irat Kohli looked in sub-
lime touch as Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru

wrapped up an intense training
session at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium ahead of their Indian Pre-
mier League 2026 opener against
Sunrisers Hyderabad.
The talismanic batter deliv-
ered another short yet im-
pressive knock during a
4]\ practice game, underlining

% Dar, when Kohli ad-

~ his readiness for
J the new season.
Though he had an
early scare—edg-
ing a delivery
. from Jacob
Duffy that was
dropped near
the boundary—
Kohli quickly
found his rhythm
and showcased his
trademark class.
Once settled,
Kohli shifted gears
effortlessly, playing
elegant drives and
flicks. He punished
any loose deliveries,
including a towering
straight six off Duffy.
One of the standout
moments came
against Rasikh Salam

drive soon followed, drawing ad-
miration from those present.

His stay ended when he at-
tempted an inside-out shot but
found a fielder at mid-off,
bringing a close to an otherwise
fluent outing that will boost
RCB’s confidence heading into
the tournament.

In contrast, Phil Salt struggled
to get going on a sluggish surface,
finding it difficult against the new-
ball trio of Duffy, Abhinandan
Singh and Dar. However, Duffy’s
probing spell offered a positive
sign for RCB, especially amid un-
certainty surrounding Josh Hazle-
wood’s availability due to injury.

Among others, skipper Rajat
Patidar and Devdutt Padikkal ad-
opted a cautious approach, focus-
ing on building their innings
through strike rotation. Padikkal
managed a six off Swapnil Singh
before falling to a mistimed shot.

Earlier, Jacob Bethell and Jitesh
Sharma spent time honing their
skills with throwdowns.

RCB are set to take a brief
break before resuming training,
while Sunrisers Hyderabad are
expected to begin their practice
session at the venue soon. With
Kohli appearing focused and in
control, RCB will head into their
opener with renewed optimism.
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Final Practice Ahead of Opener

vanced down the pitch and dis-
patched the ball over mid-wicket
with authority. A signature on-

RCB-SRH Tickets Sold
OutinJust Four Minutes

BENGALURU

Tickets for the opening Indian
Premier League clash between
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
and Sunrisers Hyderabad at
the iconic M Chinnaswamy
Stadium were snapped up
within four minutes of going
on sale, underlining the fran-
chise’s unwavering fan base.
After weeks of uncertainty
and delays, ticket sales for
Saturday’s high-profile en-
counter opened, only to sell
out almost instantly. The fren-
zy reflects the massive antici-
pation among Bengaluru fans
eager to witness top-tier crick-
et return to Chinnaswamy.
The overwhelming response
comes despite a turbulent peri-
od for RCB over the past year,
including criticism surrounding
the handling of their trophy
celebrations that tragically led
to the loss of 11 lives. Yet, the
incident appears to have done
little to dent the loyalty of the
franchise’s supporters.
For many fans, the match
represents more than just a

RCB VS SRH

ONLY FIRST MATCH TICKETS
TO GO LIVE TODAY (24TH MARCH)

season opener—it marks the
return of elite cricket to their
home ground after fears that
RCB might have to relocate
matches to other cities due to
regulatory delays. The uncer-
tainty had caused widespread
disappointment among sup-
porters who were eager to cel-
ebrate their team’s recent suc-
cess on home soil.

Members of prominent fan
groups expressed both excite-
ment and relief after confirma-
tion that Chinnaswamy would
host the matches. For them,
the moment carried emotional
significance, comparable to
the joy of witnessing RCB lift
their maiden title.
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Warne’s Smart
Deal Set to Earn
Family Rs 460 Cr

NEW DELHI

In New Delhi, the late Austra-
lian legend Shane Warne is set
to leave his family an estimated
Rs 460 crore windfall through
a visionary deal with Rajasthan
Royals. The franchise is report-
edly being sold for $1.63 bil-
lion (around Rs 15,290 crore)
to a US-based consortium led
by Kal Somani, pending ap-
proval from the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India after the
2026 IPL season.

Warne, who joined the Roy-
als in 2008 as captain, coach,
and mentor after the 200607
Ashes, negotiated a unique con-
tract combining salary and eq-
uity. He earned $657,000 annu-
ally along with a 0.75 percent
ownership stake per season,
building a 3 percent share over
four years.

Originally bought for $67
million, the franchise’s soaring
valuation has turned Warne’s
stake into a massive financial
success. The deal highlights his
foresight and enduring legacy
beyond cricket, benefiting his
family long after his passing.

Joshna Chinappa Targets Asian Games Glory in Career’s Final Phase

BENGALURU

PSL into Empty Stadiums,
Reduced Format

set on making a strong impact
at the upcoming Asian Games
2026. A stalwart of Indian
squash for over two decades,
the 39-year-old has been in-
strumental in elevating the
sport’s profile in the country

alongside contempo-
raries like Saurav
Ghosal and Dipika
Pallikal Karthik. Turn-
ing professional in
2003, Chinappa has
consistently represent-

ed India on the global
stage with distinction.

Speaking during a
promotional event in
Bengaluru, Chinappa
emphasised that her
commitment to the

sport remains as strong as
ever, even as her approach has
evolved with time. Currently
ranked No. 72 in the world,
she continues to be among In-
dia’s top players, second only
to rising star Anahat Singh.

Veteran Indian squash star
Joshna Chinappa remains driv-
en by ambition despite being
in the twilight of her illustrious
career, with her focus firmly

Pant Should Bat at No.3,

Pacers’ absence leaves KKR scrambling for
balance ahead of crucial campaign

INJURY WOES DERAIL

ISLAMABAD

The ongoing Iran conflict 2026
has cast a long shadow over
Pakistan’s premier T20 tourna-
ment, forcing the Pakistan Su-
per League into a restricted,
fan-less format reminiscent of
the COVID-19 era.

With matches set to begin at
Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium, or-
ganisers have confirmed that
no spectators will be allowed
in stadiums due to soaring fuel
prices and government adviso-
ries urging citizens to limit
travel and remain indoors. The
decision marks a significant
setback for a league that has
steadily rebuilt its popularity
and scale in recent years.

The tournament, which usu-
ally spans multiple cities, will
now be confined to just two
venues—Lahore and Kara-
chi—down from the orig-
inally planned six. Cities
such as Rawalpindi, Fais-
alabad, Peshawar and
Multan have been
dropped to reduce logis-
tical costs and operation-
al demands during the
ongoing Crisis. '

Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Mohsin Naqvi
described the move as nec-
essary under the circum-
stances, stating that it would
be inappropriate to host large
crowds while the country fac-
es economic and mobility
challenges. He acknowledged
the decision was difficult but
essential to ensure public safe-
ty and align with government
directives. The absence of fans
and opening ceremonies is a
stark contrast to the league’s
usual festive atmosphere. For
players and supporters alike,
the situation evokes memories
of pandemic-era bio-secure
bubbles, where matches were
played in silence, relying solely
on television audiences for en-
gagement. International crick-
eters, including Daryl Mitchell,
expressed disappointment at
missing out on playing in front

of local crowds. Mitchell,
who had fond memories of
performing in Rawalpindi,
said the empty sta-

diums would
take some get-
ting used to but
hoped fans
might return lat-
er in the tourna-
ment. Despite the
limitations, the PSL
remains a crucial
sporting and com-
mercial event in
Pakistan, compet-
ing for attention
alongside the
Indian Pre-
mier

Says Fafdu Ple55|s

- Former Proteas skipper backs Pant to
~ ) maximise impact with consistent approach

Du Plessis believes the numbers
clearly support this position as the
most effective for the dynamic left-
hander. du Plessis suggested that
Pant slotting in at No.3 would allow
players like Nicholas Pooran to
move to No.4, strengthening LSG’s

NEW DELHI

Former South Af-
rica captain Faf
du Plessis has
backed Rishabh

Pant to bat at

No.3 for Luc-  already formidable top order that
- know Super includes Aiden Markram and Mitch-
%=y Giants in the up-  ell Marsh. Pant enters the new sea-

coming Indian
Premier League
season, stressing
that the move could
help the wicketkeep-

being acquired for a record 327
crore ahead of IPL 2025. His debut
season as LSG captain, however, fell
short of expectations, with the team

son under significant pressure after

KKR’S TPL 2026 TITLE
ASPIRATIONS

er-batter maximise
his impact while im-
proving consistency.
Pant, who experi-
mented with multiple bat-
ting positions last season,
found his best
form at No.3,
notably scor-
ing an un-
beaten 118 in
LSG’s final
league
match.

League.

/

Faf Urges Smartr
Pant Approach

Faf du Plessis urged Rishabh
Pant to adopt a smarter ap-
proach in T20 cricket, empha-
sizing reduced risk-taking, better
shot selection, and playing
according to merit. He suggested
targeting consistent 60—70 per-
cent performances, which would
improve reliability, enhance team
impact, and ultimately make
Pant a more effective and de-
pendable match-winner overall.

finishing seventh and Pant managing
just 269 runs in 13 innings at an av-
erage of 24.45.

Du Plessis highlighted that while
Pant possesses immense natural tal-
ent, his T20 performances have not
consistently reflected his ability. He
described Pant as a “highlight player”
who needs to transition into a more
reliable, high-impact contributor.

The former Royal Challengers
Bengaluru skipper emphasised the
importance of having a clear game
plan in T20 cricket. According to
him, Pant often appears overly ag-
gressive, attempting high-risk shots
too frequently, which affects his
overall output.

He noted that elite T20 batters
typically operate with well-defined
scoring areas and strategies, whereas
Pant’s approach can seem overly
frantic at times. Despite possessing
a wide range of shots, his strike rate
of around 130 remains surprisingly
modest.

Du Plessis advised Pant to curb
excessive risk-taking and focus on
playing according to the merit of
each delivery. He stressed that de-
veloping consistency—performing
at a 60—70 percent success level
rather than occasional brilliance—
would elevate Pant’s effectiveness.

LSG begin their IPL 2026 cam-
paign against Delhi Capitals on
April 1, while the tournament opens
with RCB facing Sunrisers Hyder-
abad in Bengaluru.

KOLKATA

Kolkata Knight Riders head
into the Indian Premier
League 2026 season with se-
rious concerns as a spate of
injuries to key pacers threat-
ens to derail their campaign
even before it begins.

With three IPL titles, KKR
had assembled what appeared
to be a championship-winning
squad after last year’s auction.
However, a string of setbacks
has disrupted their plans,
leaving the team struggling to
find the right balance.

The biggest blow comes
from the absence of Harshit
Rana, who has been ruled out
of the entire tournament due
to a knee injury. A crucial all-
round contributor, Rana’s
ability to deliver with the ball
and chip in with valuable
lower-order runs made him a
key figure in the lineup.

KKR'’s pace attack has been
further weakened with Mus-
tafizur Rahman unavailable,
while Akash Deep and Math-
eesha Pathirana are also side-
lined for significant periods.
The absence of multiple fast
bowlers has left the team with
limited overseas bowling op-
tions, upsetting the squad’s
composition.

To counter this, KKR may

rely heavily on their spin ar-
senal, led by Sunil Narine,
Varun Chakravarthy and Anu-
kul Roy. Their effectiveness,
however, will depend largely
on pitch conditions at home
venues—something that did
not favour them last season.

In batting, KKR boast sig-
nificant firepower with play-
ers like Finn Allen, Cameron
Green, Tim Seifert and
Rovman Powell. Captain
Ajinkya Rahane will look to
anchor the lineup after an im-
pressive previous season.

However, the team faces
another challenge in settling
their batting order, with mul-
tiple opening options creating
selection dilemmas. Green,
bought for Rs 25.2 crore, will
be under pressure to replicate
the impact once delivered by
Andre Russell, though ques-
tions remain about his bowl-
ing workload.

Meanwhile, Rinku Singh
could play a pivotal role if
given more opportunities
higher up the order, rather
than being restricted to brief
finishing roles.

Despite their strong batting
depth, KKR’s title hopes may
ultimately hinge on how ef-
fectively they manage their
depleted bowling resources in
a demanding season.
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