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The Truth Speaks

K’taka launches 108 Command Centre for emergency care
Advanced ambulance network aims to deliver quicker, lifesaving healthcare statewide

BENGALURU
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Monday inaugurated the 
108 Arogya Kavacha Cen-
tralised Command and Control 
Centre at Basaveshwaranagar, 
marking a major step in 
strengthening Karnataka’s 
emergency healthcare infra-
structure.

Launched by the Depart-
ment of Health and Family 
Welfare, the state-of-the-art 
facility will coordinate ambu-
lance services across Karnata-
ka and ensure faster response 
times during medical emergen-
cies.

Addressing the gathering, 
Siddaramaiah said Karnataka 
has become the first state in 

the country to establish a ded-
icated 108 Arogya Kavacha 
Centralised Command and 
Control Centre, enabling re-
al-time monitoring and man-
agement of emergency ambu-
lance services.

The Chief Minister said the 
new system, announced in the 

2025-26 Budget, would make 
emergency healthcare more 
efficient and accessible. He 
stressed that quality treatment 
and prompt medical interven-
tion are essential to building 
public confidence in govern-
ment hospitals.

Highlighting the importance 

of the “golden 
hour” following 
accidents, cardi-
ac emergencies 
and childbirth 
complications, 
Siddaramaiah 
noted that nearly 
80 per cent of 
patients who re-
ceived treatment 
during this criti-
cal period sur-

vived.  He said Bengaluru cur-
rently operates between 65 and 
70 ambulances, which play a 
vital role in saving lives. The 
Chief Minister added that the 
government now has greater 
accountability as the ambu-
lance network is functioning 
under its direct supervision.

“Quality health-
care services pro-
vided by the gov-
ernment will en-
hance public trust 
and ensure timely 
treatment reach-
es every citizen.

Siddaramaiah, 
Karnataka 

Chief Minister

Why the golden 
hour matters

The “golden hour” refers 
to the first hour after 
a serious accident or 
medical emergency. 

Doctors say immediate 
treatment during this 

period significantly im-
proves survival chances 
and reduces complica-
tions. Karnataka’s new 
command centre aims 

to connect patients, am-
bulances and hospitals 
faster, ensuring critical 
care reaches those in 
need without delay.

n First-of-its-kind centralised command centre in India

n Covers all districts across Karnataka

n 108 ambulance service operating for nearly 18 years

n 65–70 ambulances currently serving Bengaluru

n Focus on rapid response during the “golden hour”

108 AROGYA KAVACHA AT A GLANCE

Siddaramaiah to 
meet Congress high 

command amid 
leadership buzz

BENGALURU
 

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Monday con-
firmed that he has been invited 
to New Delhi by the Congress 
high command for a meeting 
scheduled on Tuesday, amid 
growing speculation over a 
possible leadership change and 
Cabinet reshuffle in the state. 
Speaking to reporters, Sidda-
ramaiah said he was unaware 
of the agenda of the meeting.

“I am invited to Delhi. 
There is a meeting at 11 am. I 
do not know the subject. On 
Sunday night, K.C. Venugopal 
called and informed me about 
the meeting,” he said.

The development comes 
days after the Congress gov-
ernment completed three years 
in office on May 20, triggering 
renewed discussions about a 
leadership transition and re-
constitution of the Cabinet.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, whose supporters 

have long advocated 
his elevation to the 
Chief Minister’s 
post, said he would 
also travel to Delhi 

if summoned by 
t h e  p a r t y 
leadership.

Fuel prices rise again as 
cumulative hike nears J7.5/ltr

NEW DELHI
 

Petrol and diesel prices were 
hiked again on Monday, with 
state-owned fuel retailers in-
creasing rates by Rs 2.61 and 
Rs 2.71 per litre respectively, 
marking the fourth revision in 
less than two weeks.

The latest increase has 
pushed the cumulative rise in 
fuel prices since May 15 to 
nearly Rs 7.5 per litre, spark-
ing concerns over inflation 
and higher transportation 
costs across sectors.

Following the revision, pet-
rol in Delhi now costs Rs 
102.12 per litre, up from Rs 
99.51, while diesel has risen 
to Rs 95.20 from Rs 92.49. 
Similar increases were re-
corded across major cities, 
with local taxes accounting 
for variations in retail prices.

In Mumbai, petrol is priced 

at Rs 111.21 per litre and die-
sel at Rs 97.83. Kolkata re-
corded petrol at Rs 113.51 
and diesel at Rs 99.82, while 
Chennai saw rates climb to Rs 
107.77 and Rs 99.55 respec-
tively.

Fuel prices had remained 
unchanged for an extended 
period before revisions re-
sumed on May 15, when pet-
rol and diesel rates were 
raised by Rs 3 per litre each. 
Subsequent hikes followed on 
May 19 and May 23.

Industry experts attributed 
the latest increase to rising 
global crude oil prices, tighter 
refining margins and a weaker 
rupee, which have significant-
ly increased import costs. 
Global crude prices have 
surged amid tensions in West 
Asia and disruptions to ship-
ping through the Strait of 
Hormuz, a key global oil 

route.
The fresh hike takes fuel 

prices to their highest levels 
since May 2022, adding pres-
sure on households and busi-
nesses alike.

FUEL PRICE HIKES IN MAY 2026
PRICE REVISIONS SINCE MAY 15

DATE

May 23
May 25

May 19
May 15

PETROL

+Rs 0.87
+Rs 2.61

+Rs 0.90
+Rs 3.00

DIESEL

+Rs 0.90
+Rs 0.91
+Rs 2.71

+Rs 3.00

Total Increase
n Petrol: Rs 7.38/litre

n Diesel: Rs 7.52/litre

Impact Areas
n Public transport fares

n �Goods transportation 
costs

n �Food and essential 
commodity prices

n �Industrial logistics 
expenses

n �Household budgets 
and inflation trends

NEW DELHI
 

President Droupadi Murmu 
on Monday conferred several 
Padma awards at a Civil In-
vestiture Ceremony held at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, recognis-
ing distinguished contribu-
tions across arts, sports, pub-
lic service and other fields.

Veteran actor Dharmendra 
was posthumously awarded 
the Padma Vibhushan for his 
exceptional contribution to 
art. The honour was received 
by his wife and BJP MP 
Hema Malini. Renowned vio-
linist N. Rajam also received 
the Padma Vibhushan for her 
pioneering work in Indian 
classical music.

Among the Padma Bhushan 

awardees were former Maha-
rashtra Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari and banker 
Uday Kotak. The President 
also honoured former parlia-
mentarian Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra and advertising veteran 
Piyush Pandey posthumously.

Indian women’s cricket 
captain Harmanpreet Kaur, 
actor Prosenjit Chatterjee, pa-
ra-athlete Praveen Kumar and 
former CRPF Director Gener-
al K. Vijay Kumar received 
the Padma Shri.

The ceremony at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan was attended by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Vice President C. P. 
Radhakrishnan and other 
dignitaries.

President Murmu confers 
Padma Awards at Rashtrapati 

Bhavan ceremony

JDS appoints new office-bearers for B’luru unit
JDS ORGANISATIONAL OVERHAUL

BENGALURU
 

The Janata Dal (Secular) on 
Monday announced a series 
of appointments to its Greater 
Bengaluru unit, naming pres-
idents for various wings and 
key office-bearers as part of 
efforts to strengthen the party 
organisation ahead of upcom-
ing elections in the city.

The appointments were 
made under the guidance of 
JDS State President and 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy. Appointment 
orders were handed over by 
JDS State Core Committee 
Chairman M. Krishnareddy 
and Greater Bengaluru JDS 
President H.M. Ramesh Gow-
da at a function held at the 

party headquarters, JP Bha-
van.

Among the key appoint-
ments, Shaila Santoji Rao was 
named president of the Wom-
en’s Wing, R. Samuel as Youth 
Janata Dal president, M. Gopal 
as Labour Wing president, P. 
Mahesh as Seva Dal president 
and Dr. M. Bharadwaj as presi-
dent of the Medical Wing. Sev-

eral other leaders were appoint-
ed to head the Scheduled 
Tribes, IT, Minority and Legal 
wings.

The party also announced ap-
pointments to the Greater Ben-
galuru committee. T.R. Tulasi 
Ram was appointed Working 
President, while S. Ramesh was 
named Chief General Secretary. 
A number of vice-presidents, 

senior vice-presidents and gen-
eral secretaries were also in-
ducted into the city unit.

Addressing the newly ap-
pointed office-bearers, party 
leaders said JDS National Pres-
ident and former Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda and Union 
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy 
had directed the organisation to 
intensify preparations for the 
forthcoming Bengaluru elec-
tions.

They urged office-bearers and 
party workers to strengthen the 
organisation at ward and booth 
levels and work with dedication 
to expand the party’s base in the 
city. The leaders also called for 
effective implementation of or-
ganisational directives issued by 
the state leadership.

Opposition slams 
fuel price hikes, 
seeks immediate 

rollback
NEW DELHI

 
Opposition parties on Mon-
day launched a sharp attack 
on the BJP-led Union gov-
ernment following the fourth 
increase in petrol and diesel 
prices within ten days, de-
manding an immediate roll-
back and accusing the Centre 
of burdening citizens with 
rising fuel costs.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge alleged that 
the government was “looting 
the public’s earnings in in-
stalments” and criticised it 
for not passing on the bene-
fits of lower global crude 
prices to consumers in the 
past.

Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi also targeted the 
Centre, claiming that fuel 
prices were being raised 
gradually to reduce public 
backlash.

AAP leader Arvind Kejri-
wal urged the government to 
explore cheaper energy im-
ports, while Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav used 
the issue to criticise the Cen-
tre’s economic policies.

The government, however, 
defended the revisions.

Congress govt 
should cut VAT 
on fuel prices, 
says Ashoka

BENGALURU
 

Leader of the Opposition R. 
Ashoka on Monday urged the 
Karnataka government to re-
duce VAT on petrol and diesel, 
alleging that the State was 
earning nearly ₹6,000 crore in 
additional annual revenue from 
recent fuel price hikes.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Ashoka accused the Con-
gress government of blaming 
the Centre while bene-
fiting from in-
creased tax collec-
tions. He claimed 
petrol prices in 
Karnataka were 
higher than in sev-
eral other States 
because of the 
State’s tax struc-
ture. He alleged that 
the extra revenue 
was being used to 
fund the govern-
ment’s guarantee 
schemes. Ashoka 
also criticised the 
State govern-
ment  over 
law-and-order 
issues, includ-
ing the recent 
c o m m u n a l 
tension in 
Bhatkal.

“If the gov-
ernment 

genuinely 
wants to 

help people, 
it should re-

duce VAT 
and disclose 

the addition-
al revenue it 

is earning 
from fuel 

sales.”
R Ashoka, 

Opposition 
Leader

AIADMK rebels join 
TVK; Palaniswami, Stalin 

allege ‘horse trading’

CHENNAI
 

Political tensions escalated in 
Tamil Nadu on Monday after 
three rebel AIADMK legisla-
tors resigned from their As-
sembly seats and joined the 
ruling TVK, prompting alle-
gations of “horse trading” 
from both AIADMK chief 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami and 
DMK president M. K. Stalin.

The MLAs — Maragad-
ham Kumaravelu, Jeyakumar 
and Sathyabama — had earli-
er defied the AIADMK lead-
ership by supporting the TVK 
government during the trust 
vote on May 13. On Monday, 
they submitted their resigna-
tions and formally joined the 
ruling party led by C. Joseph 
Vijay.

The move is expected to 
strengthen TVK’s position in 
the 234-member Assembly.

Changing 
political equations
The resignation of three 
rebel AIADMK legislators 
has altered the political 
arithmetic in the Tamil 

Nadu Assembly and 
strengthened the ruling 

TVK’s position. With TVK 
holding 107 seats and 

enjoying the support of 
13 alliance MLAs, the 

party is moving closer to 
securing a majority on 

its own. The resignations 
have reduced AIADMK’s 
strength from 47 to 44, 
further weakening the 

opposition party amid an 
ongoing internal crisis. 

Four Assembly constitu-
encies, including the seat 
vacated by Chief Minister 
C. Joseph Vijay, are now 
headed for by-elections.

KSRTC WINS INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN GLOBE 
TIGERS AND NATIONAL MOBILITY AWARDS

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka State Road 
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC) has been honoured with 
two major recognitions — the 
International Golden Globe Ti-
gers Awards–2026 in Malaysia 
and the Financial Express Mo-
bility–2026 National Award 
— for excellence in training, 
transparency, and inclusive 
public transport innovation.

KSRTC received the Golden 
Globe Tigers Award in the cat-
egory “Award for Excellence 
in Training” for its structured 
employee development initia-
tives and transparent recruit-
ment practices. The corpora-
tion reported that nearly 
18,600 employees underwent 
systematic training in the past 
year, strengthening operational 
efficiency and service quality. 
It also highlighted that its re-

cruitment process, from appli-
cation to deployment, has been 
fully standardised and made 
free from human intervention 
to ensure fairness and transpar-
ency. The award was presented 
on May 20, 2026, at the Pull-
man Kuala Lumpur City Cen-
tre Hotel & Residences in Ma-
laysia.

In another recognition, KS-
RTC was conferred the Finan-
cial Express Mobility–2026 

National  Award for i ts 
“Dhwani Spandana” initiative, 
which focuses on accessibility 
for visually impaired passen-
gers. Implemented in 200 My-
suru City Transport buses in 
collaboration with GIZ Germa-
ny, the system provides on-
board bus identification and 
navigation support, significant-
ly improving safety, indepen-
dence, and travel confidence for 
visually impaired commuters.
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Kumbhabhisheka Mahotsava begins 
at Sri Yoga Narasimha Swamy temple

MYSURU

The Kumbhabhisheka Mahot-
sava of Sri Yoga Narasimha 
Swamy Temple, located in Vi-
jayanagar here, commenced on 
Monday with various religious 
rituals and special poojas. 

From the early hours of the 
day, religious ceremonies 
were conducted under the 
leadership of the temple 
founder, Nadoja Prof. Dr. 
Bhashyam Swamiji. Prasada 
was also distributed to devo-
tees who visited the temple to 

seek the blessings of Sri 
Swamy.

On Monday, May 25, 
Abhisheka and Laksharchane 
rituals were performed for Sri 
Yoga Narasimha Swamy in 
the morning, followed by La-
litha Sahasranama Parayana 
by members of the women’s 
association. On May 26, at 9 
a.m., Sahasra Kalashabhishe-
ka will be performed for Sri 
Yoga Narasimha Swamy, 
along with Soundarya Lahari 
Parayana by the women’s as-
sociation. Similarly, on May 

27, at 9 a.m., the Kum-
bhabhisheka ceremony and 
Akhanda Maha Sudarshana 
Homa will be conducted for 
Sri Yoga Narasimha Swamy. 
This will be followed by 
Vishnu Sahasranama Paraya-
na by the women’s associa-
tion. Purnahuti will be per-
formed at 12 noon, after 
which annasantarpane (mass 
food offering) will be ar-
ranged for devotees from 
12.30 p.m. onwards, temple 
administrator N. Srinivasan 
said in a press release.

Two-Day Training 
Camp of BJP 

begins in the city
MYSURU

The two-day “Prashikshan 
Varga” (training camp) organ-
ised by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Mysuru City, is 
not merely a political gather-
ing but has been designed as 
an intellectual and organisa-
tional camp aimed at infusing 
new energy into the party 
structure.

The programme, which 
commenced at the Brahma 
Kumaris premises on Hunsur 
Road, was inaugurated by 
former Chief Minister D. V. 
Sadananda Gowda. Promi-
nent leaders including Mysu-
ru-Kodagu MP Yaduveer 
Krishnadatta Chamaraja 
Wadiyar, Krishnaraja Assem-
bly Constituency MLA T. S. 
Srivatsa, city BJP president 
and former MLA Nagendra, 
former MLC Totadarya, and 
state vice-president Malavika 
Avinash, along with several 
party office-bearers and 
workers, were present on the 
occasion.

The training camp serves as 
an important platform for per-
sonality development of party 
workers,  organisat ional 
strengthening, and enhancing 
political awareness. The camp 
plays a key role in imparting 
knowledge about the party’s 
ideology, organisational disci-
pline, values in public life, 
public outreach skills, and 
leadership qualities.

For youngsters entering 
politics, the camp acts as a 
guiding platform. One of its 

major highlights is the oppor-
tunity for participants to re-
ceive guidance from experi-
enced leaders on how to ef-
fectively interact with the 
public, respond to social is-
sues, and strengthen grass-
roots-level organisational 
work.

The camp also seeks to cre-
ate awareness about the re-
sponsibilities of party workers 
in a democratic system while 
reinforcing patriotism, a spir-
it of service, and commitment 
towards the organisation. 
Such training programmes 
serve as institutions for shap-
ing capable future politicians 
and play a significant role in 
bringing renewed strength 
and enthusiasm to the party 
organisation.

The active participation of 
city leaders, presidents of var-
ious morchas and mandals, 
general secretaries, vice-pres-
idents, executive members, 
senior leaders, and party 
workers from all levels added 
further momentum and suc-
cess to the programme.

“Role of Anaesthesia specialists crucial in heart surgeries”
MYSURU

Anaesthesia specialists play 
a vital role in heart surgeries 
by working continuously be-
hind the scenes within the 
four walls of the operation 
theatre, said Dr. B. Dinesh, 
Director of Jayadeva Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences 
and Research.

He was speaking after in-
augurating a Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) 
conference on cardiac anaes-
thesia organized on Sunday 
at Jayadeva Hospital in My-
suru by the Karnataka Chap-
ter of the Indian Association 
of Cardiovascular Thoracic 
Anaesthesiologists (IACTA) 
in association with the Glob-
al Heart Care Foundation.

Dr. Dinesh said anaesthesia 
specialists must work in 
close coordination with sur-

geons, nurses and OT techni-
cians during surgeries. They 
need to remain alert for long 
hours and ensure that pa-
tients safely recover from 
critical conditions. With the 
advancement of modern tech-
nology and the use of AI, it 
has become possible to  
monitor patients more accu-
rately and improve treatment  
outcomes.

Pointing out the shortage 
of anaesthesia specialists in 
the country, he said Jayadeva 
Hospital gives high priority 
to the department. Currently, 
38 DM anaesthesia special-
ists are serving at the institu-
tion and there is a need to 
appoint eight more special-
ists. Such conferences should 
be conducted every year and 
assured full cooperation from 
Jayadeva Hospital.

Doctors Ranjith Karthikey-

an, Muralidhar, Manjunath, 
Parimala, Prabhakar, Manju-
la, organizing secretary Dr. 

K.S. Bharathi, Dr. Nanjappa, 
Dr. Harshabasappa, Dr. Ra-
jith, Dr. Jayasheelan, PRO 

Vanimohan and Champaka-
mala were present on the  
occasion.

Resolve to make international Yoga Day a grand success 
MYSURU

A decision was made on Sun-
day to make this year’s Inter-
national Yoga Day a grand 
success by bringing together 
nearly 1.20 lakh people for a 
mass yoga session.

T h e  “ S a n k a l p a  D i -
was-2026” programme, or-
ganised by the Yoga Federa-
tion of Mysore at the premis-
es of Vijaya Vittala School in 
Saraswathipuram, witnessed 
hundreds of yoga practi-
tioners and instructors taking 
a pledge to support the event.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chief Editor of a Kannada 
daily,C.K. Mahendra said 
Mysuru has earned global rec-

ognition as a yoga city. Since 
the declaration of Internation-
al Yoga Day, the city has con-
sistently organised large-scale 
yoga events and created re-
cords, he recalled.

He observed that yoga prac-
titioners are now a common 

sight in Mysuru during the 
early morning hours. People 
travelling to homes, parks and 
institutions for yoga practice 
can be seen across the city, 
reflecting growing awareness 
about health and the impor-
tance of yoga. 

Yoga practitioners, teach-
ers, organisations, schools, 
colleges and citizens must 
join hands and make the up-
coming Yoga Day celebra-
tions a success.

Members of organisations 
including Mysore Yoga Fed-
eration, JSS Yoga, Bharat 
Swabhiman Trust, Mysore 
Yoga Association, Yoga 
Sports  Foundat ion and 
SPYSS participated in yoga 
practice sessions following 
yoga protocols.

Srihari Dwarakanath, Ran-
ganath, Sarala, Shashikumar, 
Devaraju, Jalendra, B.P. 
Murthy, Srinivas Naidu and 
Kiran, among others, were 
present.

Apollo Neuro Conclave – Stroke Update 2026 
To focus on Saving Lives Through Prevention, Timely Treatment 
MYSURU

Reinforcing its commitment 
to neurological excellence 
and preventive healthcare, 
Apollo BGS Hospitals, Mysu-
ru successfully hosted “Apol-
lo Neuro Conclave – Stroke 
Update 2026” in Mysuru.

The event brought together 
leading neurologists, health-
care professionals, and medi-
cal experts for a high-impact 
academic forum focused on 
stroke prevention, early  
recognition, timely interven-
tion, and advanced stroke  
management. 

Organized under the banner 
of the Apollo Institute of Neu-
rosciences, the conclave 
served as a platform for 
knowledge exchange and 
clinical discussions aimed at 
strengthening stroke care and 
improving patient outcomes.

Dr. Vikram Huded, Presi-
dent of the Indian Stroke As-
sociation, whose participation 
underscored the importance 
of collaborative efforts in 

strengthening stroke care sys-
tems and improving access to 
advanced stroke treatment.

The conclave emphasized 
several critical priorities in 
the fight against stroke:  
Strengthening stroke preven-
tion and awareness,  promot-
ing early recognition of stroke 
symptoms,  encouraging time-
ly treatment within the golden 
window period, expanding 
stroke awareness campaigns, 
particularly in rural commu-
nities,   reducing stroke-relat-
ed disability and long-term 
societal burden,  building ad-
vanced stroke-ready hospitals 
with integrated clinical  
expertise.

Knowledge that saves lives and 
prevention that protects futures 
must remain at the centre of 
stroke care. The brain is one of 
the most vital organs of the 
human body and unlike many 
other systems, it cannot 
regenerate once damaged. During 
a stroke, lakhs of neurons can be 
lost within minutes, making 
prevention, early recognition, and 
timely intervention extremely 
critical. While health screenings 
often focus on organs below the 
neck, brain health deserves equal 
attention. 

—N. G. Bharateesha Reddy,  
Senior Vice President ,  

Rest of Karnataka, Apollo Hospitals

Book on Pakistan-based operations released
MYSURU

Retired Director General of 
Police and writer Dr D. V. 
Guruprasad’s latest book ‘Our 
Dhurandhars in Pakistan’ was 
released at a function held in 
Mysuru.

The book was formally re-
leased by Mysuru City Police 
Commissioner Seema Latkar. 
Speaking on the occasion, she 
recalled her association with 
Guruprasad during her service 
and said he always entrusted 
her with the investigation of 
important cases.

“He treated his juniors with 
affection and respect. That 
was his special quality,” she 
said.

Referring to the popularity 

of the earlier books Dhurand-
har Part-1 and Dhurandhar-2, 
she said readers had shown 
immense interest in the series 
and expressed confidence that 
the latest book too would at-
tract wide readership. The 
book contains many interest-
ing aspects and readers should 
buy and read it.

Senior journalist Kudli 
Gururaj described Guruprasad 
as a multifaceted personality 
with a deep passion for writ-
ing and said the former cop 
enjoyed every form of writing 
and maintained a humane and 
humble approach even during 
his tenure in the police de-
partment.

Retired DRDO Public Rela-
tions Officer S. Jayaprakash 

said he had closely observed 
Guruprasad’s work during his 
service and noted that life be-
comes meaningful when pro-
fession and passion go hand 
in hand.

Chamarajanagar Lokayukta 
DySP Gajendra Prasad, senior 
journalists Renuka Manjunath 
and Nanjangud Mohan Ku-
mar were present.

Box Item
Speaking at the event, au-

thor D. V. Guruprasad said 
many films are inspired by 
incidents close to reality. Re-
ferring to the demonetisation 
of ₹1,000 currency notes, he 
remarked that fake notes al-
legedly printed and circulated 
by Pakistan’s ISI had posed a 
serious challenge to India.

Govt seeking Devanur’s  guidance 
to reform education sector

MYSURU

In a move aimed at strengthen-
ing the State’s education sys-
tem, School Education and 
Literacy Minister Madhu Ban-
garappa met senior writer 
Devanura Mahadeva in Mysu-
ru and held detailed discus-
sions on reforms in govern-
ment schools.

The minister spent nearly an 
hour discussing various proj-
ects proposed for Karnataka 
Public Schools (KPS) and 
sought Devanura’s suggestions 
on improving the quality of ed-
ucat ion in  government  
institutions.

Speaking during the interac-
tion, Madhu said the govern-
ment was working towards 
improving standards in govern-
ment schools and colleges be-
yond merely focusing on 
SSLC and PU examination 
results. Education must help 
children build values and life 
skills, not just marks.

During the discussion, 
Devanura Mahadeva raised 
concerns over reports that 
some government schools with 
low student strength may be 
closed following the introduc-
tion of KPS schools. Referring 
to his observations in Hassan 
district, he said there were in-
stances where schools had only 
one teacher and one or two stu-
dents, while the number of 
kitchen staff was dispropor-
tionately high. “If such schools 
are merged, the combined 
strength will be over 300 stu-
dents with adequate teachers. 
Proper training for teachers can 
address shortages,” he said hu-

morously, adding that a school 
with one student, one teacher 
and one cook would resemble 
“punishment rather than  
education.”

He, however, said the KPS 
model could succeed if imple-
mented systematically with 
quality teaching staff, transport 
facilities, trained drivers and 
responsible caretakers for  
children.

Devanura strongly advocat-
ed introducing spoken English 
training at the primary level 
and said children need confi-
dence in speaking the language 
rather than excessive focus on 
grammar and writing in the 
early stages. “Children learn 
languages quickly through 
conversation. Spoken English 
classes, even once a week 
through trained instructors 
from private institutions, can 
build confidence among stu-
dents and trust among parents 
towards government schools.

At the same time, he stressed 
the importance of strengthen-
ing Kannada language learning 
and improving children’s read-
ing and writing skills.

The noted writer also sug-
gested that lessons on science, 
scientists, the freedom struggle 
and the Preamble of the Con-
stitution should be taught in the 
form of stories to develop curi-
osity, moral values and ques-
tioning ability among children.

Goal to set up libraries in one 
lakh houses in state: KBA 

MYSURU

Kannada Book Authority 
President Manasa said the or-
ganisation aims to establish 
libraries in one lakh homes 
across the state.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the “Library in Every Home” 
programme at the residence of 
Chinnaswamy Vaddagere in 
the Journalists’ Layout at R.T. 
Nagar here on Monday, he 
said that hundreds of home 
libraries have already been 
s ta r ted  f rom Bidar  to 
Chamarajanagar. To imple-
ment the project effectively, 
the Authority has formed 
awareness committees in ev-
ery district, consisting of one 
coordinator and nine mem-
bers. Through these commit-
tees, the “Library in Every 
Home” scheme is being car-
ried out successfully.

“Books are the light of 
knowledge, a treasure house 
of awareness and a symbol of 
self-respect. Therefore, this 
project was designed in such 
a way that it would not cost 
even a single rupee to the Au-
thority,” he said. The pro-
gramme, which was inaugu-
rated at the residence of the 

Chief Minister, has also been 
conducted at the homes of 
ministers, MLAs and promi-
nent personalities, helping 
cultivate love for books.

Manasa said that since the 
tenure of L.S. Sheshagirirao, 
nine people have served as 
Presidents of the Kannada 
Book Authority so far. “All of 
them contributed significantly 
within their capacities. That 
inspired me to think of doing 
something new. Having been 
involved in book publishing 
and literary organisations for 
the past four decades, the 
ideas that occurred to me 
were the ‘One Courtyard 
Book a Month’ initiative and 
the ‘Library in Every Home’ 
project,” he explained.

He noted that until now, the 
Authority had recognised 
only writers and publishers 
through awards. Now, in an 
effort to recognise readers as 
well, awards will be presented 
to four of the best participants 
who have started home librar-
ies. The awards, named after 
Nanjangud Tirumalamba, Dr. 
Ha. Ma. Nayak, P.R. Tip-
peswamy and Galaganatha, 
will each carry a cash prize of 
₹25,000.
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Zero Bills Reviving the

Rural Economy
The amount saved every month 
through electricity bills - ranging 
from ₹800 to ₹1,500 - is now 
remaining in the pockets of poor and 
middle-class families. Parents are 
using this money for their children’s 
educational needs, purchasing 
nutritious food grains, and meeting 
the medical expenses of elderly 
family members. Some have even 
started small-scale enterprises from 
their homes. As a result, people’s 
purchasing power has increased, 
and the rural economy is also 
recovering.

A New Chapter in Karnataka’s Energy Sector
The Gruha Jyothi scheme has infused new strength into 

the economic empowerment of ordinary people. Along with freeing 
households from electricity bills, its greatest success lies in instilling 
discipline and responsibility in electricity consumption among the public.
 D.K. Shivakumar, Deputy Chief Minister

Lighting the Homes of the Poor is True Governance
The satisfaction of seeing Zero Bills reach crores of households 

every month under Gruha Jyothi is immense. Reducing the fi nancial 
burden on people  and improving their quality of life is the fundamental 
aspiration of our progressive Karnataka.
 Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister

Due to lack of capital, I was unable to purchase 
new machines to provide tailoring training 
to girls and was worried about meeting 
electricity expenses. At such a time, the 
government’s ‘Gruha Jyothi’ scheme became 
a great source of support for me. Once the 
concern of electricity bills disappeared,
I saved the Gruha Lakshmi money, purchased 

new sewing machines, started my own tailoring classes.
    Ameena Begum, Shahapur

We are people who earn our daily food through 
wage labour. We used to receive an electricity 
bill of nearly ₹1,000 per month. We had to set 
aside the wages of two full days just to pay 
the bill. But because of Gruha Jyothi, we now 
receive a ‘Zero Bill’. Since electricity has be-
come free, it has greatly benefi ted the lives of 
poor people.
 Lakshman Kumar, Raichur

For the people like us, paying the electricity 
bill itself had become a major challenge. Now, 
electricity has become completely free through 
Siddaramaiah’s government. The money that 
remains with us is helping feed our families. Not 
only that, this scheme has become a source of light 
that allows our children to study peacefully at 
night without any fear.

 Mahadevappa Valmiki, Haveri

Gruha Jyothi: From Zero Bills to Economic Relief

Transparent and Continuous Energy Service
Despite the complexities of the electricity distribution system, 

our department has successfully delivered the benefi ts of Gruha Jyothi 
to more than 1.64 crore consumers without any confusion or disruption.
  K.J. George, Energy Minister

Due to lack of capital, I was unable to purchase 
new machines to provide tailoring training 
to girls and was worried about meeting 
electricity expenses. At such a time, the 
government’s ‘Gruha Jyothi’ scheme became 
a great source of support for me. Once the 
concern of electricity bills disappeared,
I saved the Gruha Lakshmi money, purchased 

For the people like us, paying the electricity 
bill itself had become a major challenge. Now, 
electricity has become completely free through 
Siddaramaiah’s government. The money that 
remains with us is helping feed our families. Not 
only that, this scheme has become a source of light 
that allows our children to study peacefully at 
night without any fear.

We are people who earn our daily food through 
wage labour. We used to receive an electricity 
bill of nearly 
aside the wages of two full days just to pay 
the bill. But because of Gruha Jyothi, we now 
receive a ‘Zero Bill’. Since electricity has be-
come free, it has greatly benefi ted the lives of 
poor people.


The Gruha Jyothi scheme has infused new strength into 
the economic empowerment of ordinary people. Along with freeing 
households from electricity bills, its greatest success lies in instilling 
discipline and responsibility in electricity consumption among the public.

68,27,630
Benefi ciaries

₹12,168 Crore
Expenditure

Three Years of
Lighting Homes, Empowering Lives

Guarantee Varthe
Bengaluru: In a time when the 
cost of daily living is soaring, 
one of the biggest concerns 
affecting the monthly budget 
of an ordinary family is the 
payment of utility bills. In such 
challenging times, the scheme 
that has illuminated the homes 
and lives of poor and lower-
middle-class families across the 
state is ‘Gruha Jyothi’.
 One of the fi ve 
Guarantee Schemes 
implemented by the government 
led by Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah, this scheme 
has, over the last three years, 
emerged as a force driving the 
economic and social progress of 
the state. According to statistics 
from the Energy Department, 
more than 1.64 crore domestic 

electricity consumers in the 
state have registered under 
this scheme and are receiving 
the benefi t of ‘Zero Bill’. For 
this, the government has so far 
spent ₹26,115 crore, paying 
it as subsidy to the Electricity 
Supply Companies (ESCOMs).
 Offi cially launched on 
August 5, 2023, in Kalaburagi, 
the scheme has successfully 
fulfi lled its promise of 
providing up to 200 units of free 
electricity to every household in 
the state. The most progressive 
decision under this scheme is 
that it was not restricted only 
to homeowners but was also 
extended to lakhs of residents 
living in rented houses. This 
has provided immense fi nancial 
relief to the working class.

An Energy Revolution 
that Became a

Model for
the Nation

Karnataka’s ‘Gruha Jyothi’ model is 
a revolutionary step in the country’s 
energy sector. Beyond merely providing 
a free benefi t, it has encouraged 
consumers to use electricity within 
their average consumption limits, 
thereby creating awareness about 
power conservation among the public. 
Several states across the country are 
now closely observing Karnataka’s 
successful model and showing interest 
in implementing similar initiatives, 
which stands as a testament to its 
achievement.

34,50,833
Benefi ciaries

₹4,523 Crore
Expenditure

23,50,753
Benefi ciaries

₹3,032 Crore
Expenditure

23,96,139
Benefi ciaries

₹3,367 Crore
Expenditure

16,37,123
Benefi ciaries

₹2,889 Crore
Expenditure

PROPERTY ROW TURNS DEADLY

Uncle paid lakhs for nephew’s 
murder: Cops nab ‘supari killers’

SP Mallikarjun Baladandi

“Guru worship is like an ocean 
where many rivers meet”

MYSURU

Renowned spiritual thinker 
and orator Chakravarthy Suli-
bele said that whenever the 
path of religion and culture in 
a nation begins to waver, it is 
through the spiritual strength 
and penance of saints that Sa-
natana Dharma finds its way 
back.

Speaking during the birth-
day celebrations of Sri Gana-
pathy Sachchidananda Swa-
miji at the Sri Ganapathy 
Sachchidananda Ashrama in 
Mysuru on Monday, he said 
worship of the Guru is like an 
ocean into which many rivers 
merge. “Just as rivers flow 
swiftly and merge into the 
ocean, all of us have gathered 
here today beyond the barri-
ers of language for the wor-
ship of the Guru. It is a won-
derful moment. 

We are all chosen by the 
Divine, and it is that divine 
force which has brought us 
here,” he said.

On the role of spiritual guid-
ance in modern life, Sulibele 
said that the constant chaos of 
the world quickly drains the 
“battery” of noble thoughts 
within people. However, the 
glance and gentle smile of the 
Guru possess the 

extraordinary ability to re-
charge and revive them. The 
compassion and blessings of 
the Guru continue to flow end-
lessly.

Praising the global spiritual 
activities of Swamiji, the so-
cial thinker said Swamiji’s 
efforts in spreading the ideals 
of Lord Hanuman and the 
philosophy of Datta across 
the world are immense. His 
work in taking the greatness 
of Bharat Mata to the global 
stage is not merely personal 
effort, but a divine mission.
While ordinary people cele-
brate only birthdays, the birth 
anniversary of saints who 
dedicate their 

lives to society becomes a 
true spiritual festival. At a 
time when the world is mov-
ing towards destruction, Hin-
du Dharma has the power to 
give a message of peace to 
humanity. 

They must all walk on that 
path sincerely under the guid-
ance of our Guru.

Sulibele offered his tributes 
at the feet of Swamiji and 
fondly recalled his old mem-
ories associated with the Ash-
rama, including performances 
by legendary musicians like 
M. Balamuralikrishna on the 
same stage.

MYSURU

Mysuru district police have 
busted a chilling ‘supari’ plot 
allegedly hatched by a timber 
trader to eliminate his own 
nephew over a property  
dispute.

Sharing this information 
with the media persons here 
on Monday, Mysuru District 
Superintendent of Police 
Mallikarjun Baladandi said 
six persons, including notori-
ous rowdy sheeters, have 
been arrested in connection 
with two separate attempts 
on the life of Praveen Kumar 
of Periyapatna taluk.

He said the first incident 
occurred on April 13, when 
two helmet-clad assailants 
arrived on a motor cycle and 
allegedly attacked Praveen 
Kumar with deadly weapons 
near Hitnahalli  village. 
Praveen sustained serious in-
juries to his hand while man-
aging to escape. A case was 
registered at Periyapatna po-
lice station. During investi-
gation, police also probed a 
suspicious road accident in-
volving Praveen and found 
evidence suggesting it too 
was a planned attempt to 
murder him. Taking the inci-
dents seriously, a special 
team headed by Hunsur 
Sub-Division DSP Ravi was 
formed. The team included 
Periyapatna Police Inspector 
Govindara ju , 

Bylakuppe Circle Inspector 
Deepak, PSI Jagadish, PSI 
Ajay Kumar and PSI Raviku-
mar.

Baladandi said police in-
vestigations allegedly re-
vealed that Raju alias Soude 
Raju, Praveen’s uncle and a 
timber merchant from Bet-
tadapura, had hired contract 
killers to murder his nephew 
due to a property dispute. He 
is said to have paid Rs. 7 
lakh to Shafi KP of Sullia in 
Dakshina Kannada district to 
stage a fatal accident target-
ing Praveen.

Following sustained inter-
rogation, police arrested 
Soude Raju and Shafi on 
May 22 and remanded them 
to judicial custody. Four mo-
bile phones and a car used in 
the crime were seized.

The SP said further ques-
tioning exposed another mur-
der conspiracy. Police said 
Soude Raju had 

also paid Rs. 30 lakh through 
Mir Hussain Ali alias Sultan 
to eliminate Praveen Kumar. 
Sultan allegedly contacted 
Nayaz Ahmed, a known row-
dy sheeter from Hunsur, who 
in turn roped in habitual of-
fenders from Mysuru city. 

The accused reportedly 
hired notorious criminals Ha-
bid Pasha alias Bhaiya, Ayaz 
Pasha  a l i a s  He ro  and 
Aminullah to execute the at-
tack. During interrogation, 
Ayaz Pasha and Habid Pasha 
allegedly confessed to carry-
ing out the assault on April 
13.

Police seized a Pulsar 220 
bike, a car, four mobile 
phones and Rs. 10,000 cash 
from the accused.

The SP said the the arrest-
ed accused are: Raju alias 
Soude Raju (57), timber 
trader, Bettadapura, Shafi 
KP, Sullia,  Mir Hussain Ali 
alias Sultan, Periyapatna, 
Nayaz Ahmed, Hunsur, Ha-
bid Pasha alias Bhaiya, My-
suru, Ayaz Pasha alias Hero, 
Mysuru and Aminullah, My-
suru

Mysuru Superintendent of 
Police Mallikarjuna Baladan-
di and Additional SP C. Mal-
lik praised the investigation 
team for successfully crack-
ing the case.

Pulse Polio campaign in Mysuru Dist from June 28 to July 1: DHO

Mysuru: The 
Pulse Polio Immunisation 
Campaign will be conducted 
across Mysuru district from 
June 28 to July 1, and offi-
cials must ensure that no 
child below the age of five is 
left out of vaccination, said 
District Health and Family 

Welfare Officer 
Dr. P.C. Kumaraswamy.

Presiding over the District 
Vaccination Task Force Coor-
dination Committee meeting 
here on Monday, he said a to-
tal of 1,641 booths will be 
opened on June 28 to admin-
ister polio drops to children. 
Parents have been urged to 
ensure that all children below 

five years re-
ceive the vaccine on June 28, 

even if they have already 
been vaccinated earlier. From 
June 29 to July 1, health 
workers will conduct door-to-
door visits to identify chil-
dren who missed vaccination 
and administer the doses. Of-
ficials must ensure that no 
child in the district is de-
prived of vaccination.

The DHO said for the cam-

paign, 7,78,059 
households and 2,19,521 

children below the age of five 
have been identified in the 
district. As many as 6,772 
vaccinators and 328 supervi-
sors will be deployed for the 
programme. To ensure that no 
child is missed, authorities 
have identified 1,396 high-
risk areas, including locations 
where construction workers, 
brick kiln labourers and mi-
grant workers reside. A total 
of 51 mobile teams have also 

been formed to 
administer vaccines. Offi-

cials were instructed to main-
tain close monitoring in high-
risk areas.

RCH Officer Dr. Siraj 
Ahmed said that the last polio 
case in India was reported in 
2011 and no fresh cases have 
been detected since then. The 
World Health Organization 
declared India a polio-free 
country in 2014. However, as 
polio cases continue to be re-
ported in neighbouring coun-
tries such as Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, the Pulse Polio 

programme is 
being continued in India as 

a precautionary measure with 
enhanced surveillance.

Transit booths
He also instructed officials to 
make necessary preparations 
for setting up transit booths 
on June 28 at tourist locations 
such as Mysuru Palace, My-
suru Zoo and Chamundi 
Hills. Greater awareness pro-
grammes should be organised 
in places where migrant 
workers, construction labour-
ers and daily wage workers 
reside so that their children 
receive vaccination. During 

the 2025 Pulse 
Polio campaign, the district 

had set a target of vaccinating 
2,22,084 children. However, 
2,33,484 children were vacci-
nated, achieving 105.13 per 
cent coverage. Departments 
including Women and Child 
Development, Education, 
NGOs, Transport and Police 
must work in coordination to 
ensure the success of the 
Pulse Polio programme.

District Health Department 
Programme Implementation 
Officer Dr. Gopinath, Dr. 
Nagaraj, Dr. Brinda, Dr. Su-
varna, taluk medical officers 
Dr. Ravi Kumar, Dr. Puttata-
yamma, Dr. Eshwar and other 
officials were present.

Uncle’s ‘Supari’ 
Plot to Kill 

Nephew Busted
Mysuru district police 

have uncovered a 
shocking contract killing 
plot allegedly planned by 
a timber trader to murder 

his nephew over a 
property dispute. 

Superintendent of Police 
Mallikarjun Baladandi 

said six accused, 
including rowdy sheeters, 

were arrested for 
attempting to kill Praveen 

Kumar of Periyapatna 
taluk. Police found that 
Praveen survived two 

planned attacks, 
including a staged road 
accident and a deadly 
weapon assault near 

Hitnahalli village on April 
13. Investigations 

revealed that Praveen’s 
uncle, Raju alias Soude 

Raju, allegedly paid 
money to hired killers to 

eliminate him.
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Apex court rule on OCs puts spoke in smart meter rollout 
 BENGALURU

 
The government’s move to 
install smart meters for new 
electricity connections across 
the state has snowballed into 
a major administrative chal-
lenge, caught in the fallout of 
confusion surrounding the 
Supreme Court’s order on 
mandatory Occupancy Certif-
icates (OC).

Smart meters are expected 
to reduce transmission losses, 
improve billing efficiency and 
enable real-time monitoring 
of electricity consumption. 

But the Supreme Court’s de-
cision, aimed at enforcing 
building compliance norms, 
inadvertently slowed a push 
towards modernising the 
power sector.Launched nearly 
a year ago, the programme 
was initially introduced for all 
new and temporary electricity 
connections in Bangalore 
Electricity Supply Company 
(BSCOM) and Chamundesh-
wari Electricity Supply Com-
pany (CESCOM) jurisdic-
tions, before being expanded 
to the other three Escoms.But 
official data  shows only 2.9 

lakh smart meters were in-
stalled as of April 2026, far 
below initial projections.

 The court mandated that 
electricity connections for 
new buildings could only be 
issued upon submission of 
valid OCs. Energy department 
officials said uncertainty over 
implementation of the order 
led to confusion among con-
sumers, builders and even 
field-level ESCOM engineers. 
ESCOMS reacted by putting 
lakhs of applications for new 
power connections on hold, 
especially in urban areas 

where several apartment 
complexes and residential 
layouts were awaiting OC 
approvals. Karnataka State 
Licensed Electrical Contrac-
tors Association (KSLECA) 
estimates some 15-16 lakh 
applications were stalled. 

Lakhs of households were 
initially affected but the state 
cabinet’s decision to inter-
vene and relax implementa-
tion procedures provided 
major relief. Over the past 
six months we’ve installed 
nearly three lakh smart me-
ters, an energy department 

official said. The official said 
the initiative would gain mo-
mentum in the coming weeks 
since ESCOMs have now re-
sumed processing new appli-
cations aggressively, espe-
cially in Bengaluru and other 
urban centres. Of the five 
ESCOMS, BESCOM record-
ed the highest number of in-
stallations with 1.8 lakh 
smart meters, followed by 
H E S C O M  5 5 , 0 7 8  a n d 
CESCOM 43,105. MESCOM 
installed 11,698 meters, 
while GESCOM recorded the 
lowest at 1,426. 

OC CONFUSION

QUICK READ
Cycling communty’s ‘7 

kaapi x 100  
miles’ ends

Govt school HM held 
for sexually harassing 

girl

Station roars back to 
life after massive 

makeover  

CH News, Bengaluru
The ‘7 kaapi x 100 miles’ 
campaign organised by 
Velocoffee with the aim 

of uniting the cyclng com-
munity on a single plat-

form, concluded.  An aver-
age of 23 km of cycling 

was done each day during 
the campaign held in vari-

ous parts of Bengaluru.
This year’s event saw over 
1,400 cyclists participate, 
with nearly 1.500 cups of 
coffee distributed. A re-

cord 25,000 miles of cy-
cling were covered. The 

campaign, which empha-
sized the importance of a 
healthy lifestyle, regular 
exercise, discipline and 

consistency, is an inspira-
tion for those looking to 
embark on a new fitness 
journey, organizers said. 

He said the initiative is not 
just a cycling event, it has 
evolved into a cycling fes-

tival in Bengaluru that 
brings together coffee, 
health and community

CH News, Bengaluru
Sriramapuram police 

have arrested the head-
master of a government 
higher primary school on 
charges of sexually har-

assing a girl. 
The matter came to light 

after it was discovered 
that the girl was one and 
a half months pregnant.  

During the interrogation, it 
was revealed that the ac-
cused had been harassing 
the girl for a year.  Based 

on the complaint, the po-
lice have registered a 

POCSO case against the 
headmaster and arrested 

him.  The accused has 
been remanded in judicial 

custody. 

BENGALURU
The Bengaluru East Rail-
way Station has been re-

developed by South 
Western Railway as part 

of major suburban rail up-
grades in East Bengaluru. 
The station has been re-
developed under South 

Western Railway’s ongo-
ing infrastructure im-

provement plan, focused 
on strengthening subur-
ban rail connectivity and 
improving operational ef-
ficiency in the Bengaluru 

East section. The redevel-
opment is part of the 

Cantonment–Whitefield 
quadrupling project, 

which adds two addition-
al tracks to enhance sub-

urban rail capacity and 
improve connectivity 

across east Bengaluru. 
The project includes two 

extra railway tracks aimed 
at increasing line capacity 

and ensuring smoother 
movement of trains 

across the busy east Ben-
galuru corridor. The Sta-

tion remained closed 
since March after plat-

forms were dismantled to 
enable major track ex-

pansion and redevelop-
ment work at the site.

Cong govt betrayed people 
of K’taka: BJP chief

Nitin Nabin, who was on his first visit to Karnataka, accused the Congress of 
"financially exploiting" Karnataka for the benefit of its national leadership.

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
 

Bengaluru: BJP national pres-
ident Nitin Nabin on Sunday 
targeted the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka, alleging 
that the administration had 
"betrayed" the people of the 
state and diverted its focus 
away from development and 
welfare activities over the 
past three years.

Speaking during his two-
day visit to Karnataka, Nabin 
said the ruling Congress in 
the state was plagued by in-
ternal conflicts and accused 
its leaders of "using power for 
personal interests" rather than 
governance.

“The Karnataka govern-
ment has deceived the people 
here over the past three years, 
betrayed the trust of the peo-
ple, and because of their inter-
nal conflicts, public welfare 
works have taken a back 
seat,” he said.

He indirectly referred to the 
‘power tussle’ between Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah and 

his deputy D K Shivakumar.
Claiming that the state gov-

ernment was disconnected 
from public concerns, Nabin 
said, “The government here 
has nothing to do with the in-
terests of the people. The 
leaders running this govern-
ment are using the govern-
ment and power merely as 
instruments for themselves.” 
He alleged that developmen-
tal and welfare programmes 
in Karnataka had suffered due 
to the Congress government’s 
priorities.

“The government’s focus 

has been completely diverted 
from development schemes 
that should have been imple-
mented for the people of this 
state and the welfare activities 
that should have been carried 
out,” he said.

Nabin also accused the 
Congress of "financially ex-
ploiting" Karnataka for the 
benefit of its national leader-
ship.

“Congress is using Karnata-
ka as an ATM to decorate and 
sustain its court in Delhi,” he 
alleged.

Referring to his visit, the 

BJP leader said district-level 
training camps of the party 
were being held across the 
country and added that he had 
reviewed organisational activ-
ities in Karnataka during his 
tour.

“I am on a two-day visit to 
Karnataka. Training camps 
are currently being conducted 
for districts across our coun-
try. I got the opportunity to 
participate in that, and at the 
same time, I also got the op-
portunity to observe how the 
party’s active organisational 
activities are continuously 
moving forward in Karnata-
ka,” he said.

The BJP president held the 
state-level core committee 
meeting in the party’s state 
headquarter here and then 
spoke to reporters.

According to party sources, 
Nabin gave instructions to 
gear up for the local body 
elections and strengthen the 
party base at the grassroot 
level for the 2028 assembly 
election.

Animal adoption 
project in Bannerghatta 

generates Rs 30L revenue
CH NEWS, Bengaluru

 
The adoption scheme has gen-
erated an income of over Rs 
30 lakh in a single year. In 
order to increase people's love 
for animals and birds, the 
park started an animal adop-
tion program a few years ago. 
Not only major animals like 
tigers, lions, leopards, ele-
phants, and giraffes, but also 
small animals and birds were 
allowed to be adopted for a 
year.

During the Covid period, 
the adoption scheme generat-
ed around 2 crore in revenue, 
including donations to pro-
vide food to animals and 
birds. It has been less since 
then.

Despite the large number of 
tourists to the biological park, 
prominent celebrities, and 
dignitaries from various fields 
in a city like Bangalore, the 
project did not receive the ex-
pected response. Due to this, 
some rules were changed last 
year and new guidelines were 
formulated by the BBP.

Actress Samyukta Horana-
du has adopted a tiger named 
Sinchana for a year by paying 
2 lakh. The rest have been ad-
opted by the business sector 
and various organizations.

Similar to the Chamarajen-
dra Zoo in Mysore, the adop-
tion project is focusing on 

celebrities to further popular-
ize it. Activities are being 
conducted using social media.

The earlier one-year adop-
tion period has now been ex-
tended to five years. Under 
the new policy, adoption is 
allowed for up to 5 years. In 
addition, you have been given 
the opportunity to name the 
animals as you like.

Adoptees are also given a 
certificate, a plaque with the 
adopter's name on the animal 
and bird house premises, and 
5 free entry passes per year 
for 5 years. 

We have been contacting 
people from various fields for 
the past three to four years. 
Some show interest. Most do 
not come forward to adopt. 
However, as a result of pro-
viding information to every vis-
itor who comes to the park, the 
income has increased this year 
and will increase next year, 
which will help in the manage-
ment of animals and birds.This 
year, the National Thermal Pow-
er Corporation (NTPC) has giv-
en an adoption amount of Rs 40 
lakh. We are contacting some 
more, AV Suryasen, Executive 
Director, BBP.  

The reform measures 
taken to promote the 

adoption of  animals and 
birds at the BBP are 

bearing fruits  

‘YOUTH SHOULD EMBRACE 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP, 

BECOME JOB CREATORS’ 
CH NEWS, Bengaluru

 
Chairman of the Guarantee 
Schemes Implementation Au-
thority, HM Revanna, has 
called upon young people to 
embrace entrepreneurship, es-
tablish their own enterprises, 
and become job creators in-
stead of job seekers.

Speaking at the Kanakody-
amigala Sammelana and 
Awareness Programme on 
Opportunities for Entrepre-
neurs, organised by the Ha-
lumatha Entrepreneurs’ Asso-
ciation at the Kanakadasa 
Community Hall, Revanna 
said entrepreneurship was the 
key to achieving economic 
independence and strengthen-
ing communities.

He noted that members of 
the community would gain 
access to several government 
benefits if they were included 
in the Scheduled Tribe cate-
gory. Efforts were being made 
in this direction, he said. Re-

vanna also revealed that a re-
quest had been submitted to 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
seeking reservation of a cer-
tain number of industrial plots 
allotted by the Karnataka In-
dustrial Areas Development 
Board (KIADB) for entrepre-
neurs from the Kuruba com-
munity.

Presiding over the event, 
Halumatha Entrepreneurs’ As-
sociation President Sunil Ja-
yaraj said the organisation 
was formed with the objective 
of empowering the communi-
ty and promoting entrepre-
neurship among youth. He 
pointed out that starting a 

business often involves nu-
merous challenges, but suc-
cess can be achieved through 
proper planning, awareness 
and determination.

Jayaraj said the association 
would provide guidance, 
mentorship and networking 
opportunities to aspiring en-
trepreneurs and help them ac-
cess information about gov-
ernment schemes and busi-
ness opportunities.

Former Minister and MLA 
B a n d e p p a  K a s h e m p u r 
stressed the need to create 
employment opportunities for 
young people, stating that jobs 
were a more pressing require-
ment than welfare guarantees 
for many youths.

Several dignitaries, including 
religious leaders, former legis-
lators, industrialists and com-
munity representatives, attend-
ed the programme, which fo-
cused on encouraging entrepre-
neurship and economic empow-
erment within the community.

Gang kidnaps, robs 
cab driver, friend 

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
 

A late-night airport pickup 
turned into a terrifying ordeal 
for a cab driver and his friend 
after they were allegedly kid-
napped, assaulted, and robbed 
by a gang travelling in a Mer-
cedes-Benz car on the city's 
outskirts. 

Police said the clash was 
over a woman. According to a 
complaint filed by the cab 
driver, Mohammad Rafiq 
(30), a resident of a hotel in 
Maruthinagar, Yelahanka, he 
is originally from Kerala and 
has been working in the city 
as a driver using a rented car 
for the last six months. 

On the night of May 21, his 
friend Deepak informed him 
that he was arriving in Benga-
luru and requested to be 
picked up from the airport 
around 11pm. He reached the 
airport and picked up Deepak 
around 1am.While leaving the 
airport, Rafiq received a call 
from an unknown number 
asking for a ride. When he 
asked the caller to book the 
ride through the aggregator 
instead, the caller insisted on 
being picked up personally. 
He refused and disconnected 
the call, Rafiq claimed. 

While approaching Begur 
around 1.15am, a white Mer-
cedes-Benz car allegedly 
overtook and blocked the 
complainant's vehicle. Five or 
six men got down from the 
car, brandished knives and 
sticks, dragged Rafiq out and 
forced him into the Benz.

T h e  g a n g  a l l e g e d l y 
snatched his mobile phone 
and Rs 21,000 in cash before 
driving towards the city. On 

the way, they allegedly forced 
him to call his friends, telling 
him to claim he had met with 
an accident. As they stopped 
the car in a deserted place, 
Rafiq called his friend Jabir. 

Acting on the call, Jabir ar-
rived at the shared location, 
only to be threatened at 
knifepoint and with iron rods, 
and was forcibly taken by the 
gang to an empty site along 
with Rafiq. The gang assault-
ed both victims. Rafiq man-
aged to escape from them and 
reach his room by taking an 
autorickshaw. He took his 
friend Siddiq's phone and 
called police helpline 112 and 
informed them of the incident 
around 5am. He provided 
Jabir's number, requesting po-
lice to rescue him. Sampi-
gehalli police contacted Rafiq 
and informed him that they 
had found Jabir. 

Rafiq and Siddiq rushed to 
the station to find him injured 
in his ear. Jabir explained that 
the gang attacked him with a 
knife and robbed him of his 
mobile phone. Jabir was 
rushed to the Yelahanka Gov-
ernment hospital for treat-
ment. Later, Rafiq filed a 
complaint with the Bagalur 
police, who registered a case 
under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) Sections 137 
(kidnap) and 310 (dacoity). 

A senior officer said, the 
attackers and the complainant 
are unknown to each other. 
We have found that the clash 
between them was over a 
woman. So, they assaulted 
and robbed Rafiq and Jabir. A 
few suspects have been de-
tained and subjected to ques-
tioning. 

Contractor booked for Bowring 
Hospital wall collapse   

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
 

Nearly a month after the 
deadly wall collapse on the 
premises of Bowring and 
Lady Curzon Medical College 
and Research Ins t i tu te 
claimed seven lives, police 
have booked the contractor 
entrusted with demolition and 
debris-clearing work after a 
technical probe allegedly 
found negligence in handling 
construction waste. 

The incident occurred on 
April 29 on the hospital prem-
ises, where old structures 
were being cleared to make 
way for a new hospital block. 
Following the accident, Chan-

dru, the Executive Engineer, 
Health and Family Welfare’s 
Engineering wing, constituted 
a technical committee to in-
vestigate the cause of the col-
lapse. 

According to officials, the 
committee found that Chen-
nai-based ASR Traders had 
failed to scientifically dispose 
of debris generated during the 
demolition process. Investiga-
tors concluded that large 
quantities of demolished ma-
terial were left dumped at the 
site instead of being properly 
removed, contributing to the 
collapse of the barrier and en-
closure wall.Authorities said 
the demolition and de-

bris-clearing work had been 
assigned to ASR under a work 
order and agreement issued 
on July 1, 2017. 

The contractor was alleged-
ly responsible for clearing the 
old buildings before construc-
tion of the proposed new hos-
pital facility.   

Based on the findings of the 
technical investigation, the 
chief secretary directed offi-
cials to initiate criminal pro-
ceedings against the contractor. 
Officials said a notice seeking 
clarification was issued to the 
firm through official email on 
May 14, asking it to respond by 
May 18. However, no explana-
tion was submitted. Booked house help and got court 

battle, woman wins Rs 32K from firm 
CH NEWS, Bengaluru

 
With a full-time job and an 
infant at home, a Bengaluru 
woman turned to an online 
domestic-help platform in 
search of dependable child-
care support. 

But the house help failed to 
report for duty despite pay-
ment, setting off a dispute 
that ended up in consumer 
court which ordered the plat-
form to pay over Rs 32,000 
in refund and compensation 
to the complainant. 

The saga began when Su-
wetha Muthanna, 40, found 
herself in urgent need of do-
mestic help. She turned to the 
internet for a solution and 

discovered BookMyBai, the 
consumer-facing brand of 
Mumbai-based Nano Job 
Consultants Private Limited 
— which offers online sourc-
ing and placement of house 
helps.Suwetha registered on 
the platform, paying Rs 
1,000 as a registration fee.

 She then paid an addition-
al Rs 21,420 as directed by 
the company, with an agree-
ment that a domestic help 
would commence service at 
her residence on March 30, 
2024. 

However, the house help, 
identified as Sujatha, neither 
reported for duty nor ap-
peared at her home on the 
agreed date.

Degree college 
new building 
inauguration 

today 
BENGALURU

 
Higher Education Minister Dr 
MC Sudhakar will inaugurate 
the new building of Government 
First Grade College in Hoskote 
on May 26.  MLA Sharath Ba-
chegowda will preside over the 
programme.  On this occasion 
the college anniversary will also 
be celebrated.  Various cultural 
programmes by students will 
also be held. Meritorious stu-
dents will be felicitated.    Sev-
eral leaders, donors will partici-
pate in the programme, a note 
released by Principal Dr Rama-
lingappa said. 

4 delivery 
executives 

booked for Rs 
4.2 Lakh product 

swap fraud
CH NEWS, Bengaluru

 
What initially appeared to be rou-
tine order cancellations at a Flip-
kart delivery hub in north Benga-
luru has now unravelled into an 
alleged fraud involving four deliv-
ery executives accused of swap-
ping expensive products with fake 
items and pocketing the originals 
worth over Rs 4.2 lakh. 

The alleged fraud took place at 
Flipkart’s delivery office in 
Varadaraju Layout in Amruthahal-
ly between February 1 and April 
30. Based on a complaint filed by 
the company’s enforcement offi-
cer MS Sardar, police have regis-
tered a case against four delivery 
boys, Nitin Murthy, Vishnu, Gir-
ish and Akash. 

According to the complaint, the 
accused exploited the delivery and 
return system by placing orders 
for costly products such as mobile 
phones, earbuds, branded clothes 
and shoes, either in their own 
names or through acquaintances. 
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Vijayapura district ensures stable petrol and diesel supply
DISTRICT FUEL MONITORING

QUICK READ

Registration 
mandatory for 

handloom weaver 
benefits 

Scheduled power  
cut announced for 

Kumta region

Chikkaballapur
Handloom weavers re-
ceiving financial assis-
tance of Rs 5,000 per 

year under the Weavers’ 
Samman Scheme must 
register under PMJJBY 

and PMSBY schemes as 
per government order. 
Eligible weavers and 
workers involved in 

handloom and allied ac-
tivities should complete 
registration and submit 
self attested bank ac-

count statements show-
ing annual premium de-
duction to the office by 

June 12. Those not regis-
tered under PMJJBY or 

PMSBY for 2026-27 will 
be excluded from the 

Weavers’ Samman 
Scheme for 2026-27. For 
more information, con-

tact the office or call 
08156-277031, 
9945594959, 
8971754927, 

9986392953 as stated 
by the department.

Karwar
HESCOM Kumta subdivi-
sion will carry out emer-
gency maintenance at 

the 110kV substation af-
fecting 11kV Mirjan and 
Katgal feeders, causing 

power disruption on May 
27 from 10 am to 2 pm. 
Due to construction of 

Mirjan 11kV new line sup-
ply will also be affected in 
Kumta subdivision along 
with conductor change 

work in Masura and Bada 
feeders from 10 am to 5 
pm Emergency mainte-

nance at the 33kV Gokar-
na substation will cause 
disruption in all parts of 
Gokarna branch from 10 
am to 1 pm HESCOM ap-

peals to consumers to 
cooperate during sched-
uled maintenance work.

Bidar South MLA reviews 
constituency development works

Officials were directed to improve village sanitation, waste management, 
regular cleaning, and public cooperation for environmental protection

BIDAR

Bidar  South  MLA Dr. 
Shailendra Beldale held a de-
tailed review meeting at the 
Municipal Corporation office 
on Monday. He discussed key 
issues related to the overall 
development of villages under 
his constituency and instruct-
ed officials to respond quickly 
to public problems.

He said priority will be giv-
en to newly added villages 
including Amalapur, Goranal-
li, Chondi, Chauli, Kolara 
(K), Hajjaragi, Kamalpur and 
Nizampur. Development 
works will be speeded up to 
provide basic facilities to cit-
izens.

Officials were directed to 
strengthen sanitation systems 
in all villages. They were 
asked to improve waste man-

agement and ensure regular 
cleaning. The MLA also ap-
pealed to the public to coop-
erate in maintaining cleanli-
ness and environmental pro-
tection.

Drinking water supply was 
discussed in the meeting. Of-
ficials were told to identify 
shortage areas and take urgent 
steps. Road works, drainage 
improvement, rainwater flow 

management and streetlight 
repairs were also instructed to 
be completed on time.

The MLA made it clear that 
officials must respond quickly 
to public complaints. He said 
they should inspect issues on 
site and provide immediate 
solutions with top priority to 
citizen grievances.

The MLA said the goal is to 
develop villages into clean 

and model areas. He stressed 
that government, municipal 
officials and citizens must 
work together for successful 
development.

Municipal Commissioner 
Mukul Jain said priority will 
be given to resolving issues 
quickly and improving basic 
infrastructure in all villages 
under the corporation limits. 
He added that officials will 
coordinate effectively and 
complete all development 
works with quality and within 
the stipulated time frame.

The meeting concluded 
with assurance of better coor-
dination and faster response 
to public needs in coming 
days across all villages under 
Bidar South constituency. It 
focused on accountability and 
transparency in every stage of 
development work.

People must shape local 
development plans 
together: HK Patil

GADAG

Development plans should be 
made by people themselves 
said Minister H K Patil while 
addressing District Planning 
Committee meeting at Zilla 
Panchayat Hall in Gadag on 
Monday.

He said the committee has 
been formed to strengthen 
governance from village level 
to higher levels and called the 
meeting historic. He added 
that every village has started 
planning discussions under 
Panchayat Raj system and 
these plans will improve wel-
fare and future budgets.

He said special focus must 
be given to implementing lo-
cal projects and making dis-
trict development a model for 
the state. He highlighted 
works in Lakkundi Rural Uni-
versity and district hospital 
and said Gram Swarajya 
dream of Mahatma Gandhi 
can be achieved through prop-
er planning from gram to ta-
luk to zilla level.

Karnataka State Decentral-
ization Planning Committee 
Vice Chairman D R Patil said 
plans for 2027-28 should be 
prepared by people and 
Gadag district should become 
a model in participatory gov-

ernance. He said only then 
village development will 
reach true empowerment.

Several officials including 
Deputy Commissioner Police 
Superintendent and Zilla Pan-
chayat officers attended the 
meeting and discussed coor-
dination for implementing 
development schemes across 
the district.

Minister H K Patil said vil-
lage level planning meetings 
will help people express their 
needs directly and ensure bet-
ter use of government funds. 
He said all departments must 
coordinate properly and en-
sure timely implementation of 
works. He also said citizen 
participation is essential for 
successful democracy and 
asked officials to follow 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in all schemes.

DR Patil urged people-
driven 2027–28 

planning for Gadag as 
model participatory 

governance; officials 
discussed 

coordination for 
implementing district 

development schemes

Nagalakshmi stressed safe workplaces for women, stress-free work-life balance, 
and strict implementation of laws beyond paper only

WOMEN VIOLENCE CASES MUST BE 
REDUCED TO ZERO: NAGALAKSHMI

UDUPI

Dr Nagalakshmi Choudhary, 
Chairperson of Karnataka 
State Women’s Commission, 
said cases of violence against 
women must be reduced to 
zero by ensuring safe work-
places across government and 
private sectors. She was 
speaking at a training pro-
gramme on Prevention of 
Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace Act 2013 held at 
Manipal Rajathadri auditori-
um in Udupi, organised with 
district administration, police, 
zilla panchayat and women 
and child development de-
partment.

A respectful workplace en-
vironment should be ensured 
so women can work without 

fear, she said. If women are 
free from physical and mental 
stress, they can balance fami-
ly and work better. She added 
that the law should not remain 
only on paper and must be 
strictly implemented by all 
departments.

The commission chair said 
Karnataka, especially Udupi 
district, already reports low 
cases, but awareness must in-
crease further. She urged 
women not to hesitate in fil-
ing complaints if harassment 
occurs at workplaces. She 
also instructed officers to act 
responsibly and ensure quick 
justice without delay or negli-
gence.

The main aim of the Act is 
to create safe and respectful 
workplaces and prevent sexu-

al harassment. She said every 
institution must form internal 
and local complaints commit-
tees and use the She-Box por-
tal for confidential reporting. 
Officials and committee 
members were asked to coor-
dinate and spread awareness 
so that women’s rights are 
protected and equality is en-
sured across workplaces.

Additional district officials, 
police officers, labour depart-
ment representatives and 
committee members attended 
the programme in Udupi. Re-
source persons explained 
complaint mechanisms, legal 
support systems and impor-
tance of coordination to en-
sure women safety at work-
places across sectors.

VIJAYAPURA

District Magistrate Dr Anand 
K held a meeting with oil 
company sales officers and 
petrol station owners associa-
tion representatives and in-
structed them to ensure unin-
terrupted petrol and diesel 
supply across Vijayapura dis-
trict.

He said there is adequate 
fuel stock in the district and 

public should not panic and 
companies must supply fuel 
regularly as per demand and 
ensure smooth distribution to 
all petrol pumps.

He also advised people to 
buy fuel as per requirement 
only and said monsoon sow-
ing over seven lakh hectares 
requires steady fuel supply for 
farmers and monitoring will 
be done through daily reports 
by the administration.

Oil company representa-
tives informed that there is no 

shortage and supply is being 
maintained as per schedule 

while officials suggested 
transparent distribution, dis-
play of fuel stock and price at 
every petrol pump for con-
sumer awareness and protec-
tion.

Deputy Director of Food 
Department Vinay Kumar 
Patil shared details of petrol 
pumps in the district and said 
monitoring systems and con-
tact numbers have been is-
sued for public assistance 

across all taluks.
The District Collector di-

rected officials to maintain 
coordination with oil compa-
nies and petrol pump owners 
to avoid any disruption during 
monsoon season and assured 
strict monitoring of fuel sup-
ply in the district. He added 
that grievance redressal will 
be immediate and fuel avail-
ability data will be updated 
daily for transparency and 

farmers and consumers will 
not face inconvenience and 
administration will ensure 
accountability and compli-
ance by all agencies involved 
in fuel distribution across the 
district ensuring stable sup-
ply and public confidence 
throughout the season. Offi-
cials will continue inspec-
tions and submit daily re-
ports to the district adminis-
tration office.

SHIVAMOGGA

Police in Bhadravati have reg-
istered a rape and blackmail 
case against a lawyer who is 
also said to be a BJP Yuva 
Morcha leader after a married 
woman accused him of sexual 
assault and threats.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Bharath B.S. A case 
was registered at the Paper 
Town police stat ion in 
Bhadravati taluk of Shiva-
mogga district following a 
complaint filed by a 23-year-
old woman.

According to the complaint, 
the woman first came in con-
tact with Bharath through In-
stagram. Later, he reportedly 
introduced himself as a friend 
of her husband and frequently 
visited the grocery store 
where she worked. The wom-
an alleged that Bharath be-
haved  inappropr ia te ly, 
touched her body and hands 
repeatedly, and continued ha-
rassing her during his visits.

Police said the victim’s hus-
band had once asked Bharath 
to deliver money to their 
house. On April 11, when the 
woman was alone at home, 
Bharath allegedly entered the 
house under the pretext of 

handing over the money and 
sexually assaulted her. The 
complaint stated that he also 
threatened to damage her rep-
utation if she revealed the in-
cident to anyone.

The woman further alleged 
that Bharath again tried to 
sexually harass her on April 
25. The matter came to light 
after her husband questioned 
her about her blocked Insta-
gram account. Later, he re-
portedly gathered information 
by chatting with the accused 
through WhatsApp using his 
wife’s phone.

The couple then approached 
the police and filed a com-
plaint. After the case was reg-
istered, the accused reportedly 
went absconding. Police have 
launched a search operation to 
trace and arrest him soon.

Married woman accuses 
lawyer of sexual assault case

ADC chairs meeting on 
snake and dog bite control
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. N. Bhaskar chaired 
an inter departmental coordi-
nation meeting on snake and 
dog bite control at the District 
Collector office and issued 
strict directions to officials to 
take immediate preventive 
measures.

He said improper disposal 
of meat waste attracts stray 
dogs and instructed local bod-
ies and health officials to in-
spect meat shops and take le-
gal action against violators 
and unlicensed sellers.

Officials reported 12,663 
dog bites in 2025 with two 
deaths, and 944 snake bites 
with seven deaths. Since Jan-
uary 2026, 5717 dog bite cas-
es were treated and 292 snake 
bite deaths including three 
were recorded.

Dr Bhaskar explained ra-
bies is a deadly viral disease 
transmitted mainly through 
dog bites and stressed imme-
diate vaccination, including 
anti rabies serum and immu-
noglobulin for wound treat-
ment, and urged pet vaccina-
tion.

He also gave safety guide-
lines for snake bite cases ad-
vising victims to remain calm, 
restrict movement, remove 

tight items from the body and 
immediately shift the patient 
to hospital for treatment.

Officials were directed to 
conduct awareness pro-
grammes in schools, colleges, 
gram panchayats and munici-
palities and distribute pam-
phlets under the National Ra-
bies Control Programme.

Dr Krishnaprasad, Dr GV 
Santosh Babu, Dr Prakash, Dr 
Chandrashekhar Reddy and 
other district and taluk level 
officers participated in the 
programme and supported the 
awareness drive.

Officials said the public 
must cooperate with the ad-
ministration by keeping sur-
roundings clean, avoiding 
dumping of meat waste on 
roads and ensuring pets are 
vaccinated regularly to reduce 
the risk of rabies and stray 
dog population growth in ur-
ban and rural areas. Authori-
ties also urged timely report-
ing of animal bite cases and 
immediate medical attention 
without delay. Helplines 
should be used whenever re-
quired for emergency assis-
tance.

The meeting concluded 
with officials reaffirming their 
commitment to reduce deaths 
caused by snake and dog bites 
through stronger enforcement, 
better sanitation practices and 
continuous public awareness 
campaigns across the district. 
They emphasized coordina-
tion between health, local ad-
ministration and police de-
partments to ensure safety of 
citizens. The district adminis-
tration said it will closely 
monitor implementation of 
guidelines and strengthen 
emergency response systems 
in rural and urban areas for 
health outcomes.

CHITRADURGA

The District Health Education 
Officer Krishna Naik said that 
increasing cases of breast and 
cervical cancer among wom-
en is worrying. He said all 
14-year-old girls are being 
given HPV vaccine to prevent 
cervical cancer and parents 
should take benefit of it. He 
spoke after inspecting a vac-
cination session and National 
Dengue Day awareness pro-
gramme held at an Anganwa-
di centre on District Stadium 
Road in Budhanagar on Mon-
day. He said vaccination is 
important and safe and urged 
mothers to get their daughters 
vaccinated through ASHA 
and Anganwadi workers.

Deputy District Health Edu-
cation Officer Govindaraddy 
Konnur said that malaria, den-
gue, chikungunya, elephantia-

sis and encephalitis are mos-
quito borne diseases spread 
through infected female mos-
quito bites. He said dengue 
and chikungunya are spread by 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. He 
advised people to avoid stag-
nant water, keep containers 
covered and maintain cleanli-
ness during rainy season. He 
said citizens should wear loose 
clothes and get medical tests 
immediately if fever appears. 
He urged the public to follow 
the slogan Check Clean and 
Cover. Officials also collected 
information about underweight 
children in Anganwadi centres 
and checked health records. 

Workers were instructed to 
maintain hygiene of food and 
drinking water. Health work-
ers ASHA and Anganwadi 
staff along with mothers and 
children attended the pro-
gramme. 

HPV vaccine urged to 
prevent cervical cancer

Madhugiri football 
tournament 

concludes with 
great success

PAVAGADA

The 5th edition of the Madhu-
giri Sub-District Level 5's 
Football Tournament, orga-
nized by the Football Associ-
ation at Y.N. Hoskote village 
in the taluk, was a great suc-
cess. Teams from four taluks 
of the Madhugiri Sub-District 
took part in the tournament 
and displayed their sports 
skills in exciting matches. In 
the final match, Gajakesari 
YFC won the first prize, while 
Vajrayudha YFC secured sec-
ond place. PES teacher Abdul 
Shukur, Srinivas, and mem-
bers of the Football Associa-
tion were warmly felicitated 
by the organizers for their 
contribution to the event.

Office bearers of the Foot-
ball Association, sports enthu-
siasts, and members of the 
public attended the program 
in large numbers and encour-
aged the players throughout 
the tournament. The event 
created a positive atmosphere 
in the village and motivated 
young players to improve 
their football skills for future 
competitions.
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BNCC conducts monsoon flood safety mock drill
BENGALURU

Under the guidance of Deputy 
Chief Minister and Bengaluru 
Development Minister D K 
Shivakumar and direction of 
Commissioner and Chairman 
of Disaster Management Au-
thority of Bengaluru North 
City Corporation Shri Pom-
mala Sunil Kumar a monsoon 
preparedness mock drill was 
conducted at Yelahanka Lake 
to strengthen disaster readi-
ness across the city corpora-
tion limits.

As part of pre monsoon 
preparedness officials from 
corporation control room staff 
NDRF SDRF telecom depart-

ment Fire and Emergency 
Services and other agencies 
were instructed to remain on 
24x7 alert for disaster re-
sponse operations.

During the drill NDRF and 
SDRF teams demonstrated 
flood rescue operations in-
cluding contact rescue and 
non contact rescue techniques 
for safely saving people 
trapped in water.

They also demonstrated 
CPR techniques and ex-
plained the Golden Hour im-
portance for saving lives of 
children women and men 
during emergencies.

NDRF Commander Akh-
ilesh Kumar Chaugale said 

that awareness on disaster re-
sponse is essential as mon-
soon approaches Karnataka 
and Kerala and people should 
learn basic rescue skills be-
fore emergency teams arrive.

He added that NDRF and 
SDRF teams are being de-

ployed in sensitive coastal 
and flood prone regions to 
ensure quick response during 
monsoon season.

Officials instructed clearing 
of storm water drains roadside 
drains and gratings and ensur-
ing immediate response 

through control rooms and 
coordination groups during 
heavy rains.

Corporation aims to ensure 
public safety smooth traffic 
movement and effective flood 
prevention through continu-
ous monitoring coordination 
and emergency preparedness 
measures across its limits.

Chief engineers Raghaven-
dra Prasad and Yamuna along 
with disaster management 
consultants superintending 
engineers executive engineers 
and officials from NDRF 
SDRF Home Guards BSF 
Fire and Emergency Services 
BESCOM and telecom ser-
vice providers including 

Vodafone Idea Airtel Jio and 
BSNL participated in the 
mock drill and reviewed pre-
paredness arrangements across 
Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration limits ensuring coordi-
nation between departments 
for faster emergency response 
during monsoon season and 
reinforcing public safety sys-
tems through regular training 
exercises awareness pro-
grammes equipment checks 
communication drills and con-
tinuous monitoring of vulner-
able flood prone locations in 
the city while stressing the 
importance of community par-
ticipation and timely reporting 
of incidents across district.
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Traffic constable 
Rajappa reunites lost 

child quickly 

Power disruption 
scheduled in Madikeri 

areas Today

Coastal board studies 
mangrove ecosystems 

in Tamil Nadu 

Udupi
Traffic constable Rajappa 
has earned praise in Udu-
pi after promptly reuniting 
a six-year-old boy with his 
family. The child had acci-
dentally separated from 
his parents while travel-
ling by bus from Dhar-
masthala to Udupi and 

reached the busy Kalsan-
ka Junction alone. Notic-

ing the confused child, 
Rajappa approached him, 

comforted him, and 
quickly gathered details 
through nearby inquiries. 

Within a short time, he 
traced the family and ar-
ranged an emotional re-
union at the same loca-
tion. Police officials ap-

preciated his alert re-
sponse and shared the 

moment photograph. The 
Udupi police said the inci-

dent reflects efficient 
public service and quick 
action in crowded areas, 
while residents praised 

the constable’s timely in-
tervention and dedication 

to public safety.

Madikeri
Power supply will be in-
terrupted on May 26 in 
Kodagu district due to 
network strengthening 

and monsoon preparation 
works on the F3 Moorna-
du feeder from the 33/11 

kV power distribution 
substation. Supply will be 
affected from 10 am to 5 
pm in Moornadu Town, 

Muttarmudi, Kumbalada-
lu, Kiggalu, Kabadageri 

and nearby villages along 
this line. Executive Engi-
neer of the Chavisanini 

Works and Maintenance 
Department has request-

ed public cooperation 
during the scheduled 

maintenance work. Power 
will be restored after 

completion of the main-
tenance work. Residents 
are advised to plan ac-
cordingly and stay pre-

pared during the outage 
period.

Mangaluru
A delegation of the Kar-

nataka Coastal Develop-
ment Board, on a study 
tour in Tamil Nadu fo-

cused on mangrove eco-
systems, visited the Rajiv 
Gandhi memorial at Srip-

erumbudur and offered 
floral tributes to the for-
mer Prime Minister. The 
team is examining man-

grove species and coastal 
conservation practices at 

the M S Swaminathan 
Research Foundation and 
other research centres in 

Tamil Nadu as part of 
their field study. Board 
chairman M A Gaffoor, 

secretary Pradeep D’Sou-
za, official Manjunath 

Shetty, and other mem-
bers were part of the del-

egation during the visit. 
The tour aims to 

strengthen coastal man-
agement strategies and 
ecological protection ef-

forts in Karnataka through 
insights gained from Ta-
mil Nadu’s conservation 
initiatives and research 

collaborations.

MLA launched ₹30 lakh road 
upgrade at Kadri Gudde

MLA said project improves ward infrastructure, addressing poor roads, easing 
commuting, and supporting local development efforts

MANGALURU

MLA Vedavyasa Kamath per-
formed the ceremonial 
groundbreaking for a road im-
provement project near Kadri 
Gudde in the 30th Kodialbail 
Ward under the Mangaluru 
City Corporation limits. The 
Public Works Department has 
sanctioned ₹30 lakh for the 
development works aimed at 
upgrading local road infra-
structure in the area.

Speaking at the event, Ka-
math highlighted the sustained 
efforts of former corporator 
and ex-Mayor Sudhir Shetty, 
along with other local repre-
sentatives, who had consistent-
ly pursued approval for the 
road upgrade. He noted that 
the required funding has now 
been secured and construction 
has commenced, which is ex-

pected to significantly improve 
connectivity and ease move-
ment for residents.

The MLA said the project 
forms part of broader efforts 
to enhance civic infrastructure 
within city wards, particularly 
in areas where road condi-
tions have been a long-stand-
ing concern. He added that 

improved roads would benefit 
daily commuters, reduce trav-
el difficulties, and support 
local development.

Former corporator Manohar 
Shetty Kadri, booth presidents 
Sadashiva, Praveen Bhat, Je-
evan, Jayaraj Shetty, Vasudev, 
Devarani, Kadri Jagadish, and 
several local party workers 

were present during the pro-
gramme. They welcomed the 
launch of the project and ex-
pressed hope for timely com-
pletion.

Local residents also ac-
knowledged that the road had 
been in need of repair for 
some time, and the upgrade is 
expected to address issues re-
lated to potholes, drainage, 
and access during monsoon 
seasons. Authorities indicated 
that the works will be execut-
ed in phases under supervi-
sion of the Public Works De-
partment to ensure quality 
standards.

The event concluded with 
assurances from local leaders 
that similar infrastructure im-
provements will be prioritised 
in other parts of the ward 
based on need and public 
feedback.

BIAL dividend 
boosts Karnataka 

govt revenue share
BENGALURU

Bengaluru International Air-
port Limited (BIAL) has 
handed over a dividend of 
₹16.49 crore to the Karnataka 
State Industrial and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration (KSIIDC), marking 
a significant financial return 
for the state government un-
dertaking.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah received the dividend 
cheque from BIAL Chairman 
Hari Marar during a formal 
event held in Bengaluru on 
Monday. Senior officials, in-
cluding Large and Medium 
Industries Minister M.B. Pa-
til, Chief Secretary Shalini 
Rajneesh and KSIIDC Man-
aging Director Khushbu Goel, 
were present.

Officials said KSIIDC 
holds a 13 per cent equity 
stake in BIAL and received 
₹16,49,93,400 as dividend for 
the financial year 2025–26. 
After tax deductions, the net 
amount received by the cor-
poration stands at ₹14.84 
crore.

Minister M.B. Patil said 
BIAL declared a dividend of 
₹3 per share for the year, re-
flecting its strong financial 
performance. He added that 
this is the first dividend pay-

out since 2017–18, as profits 
in earlier years were reinvest-
ed in expansion and infra-
structure development of 
Kempegowda International 
Airport Bengaluru.

He explained that the rein-
vestment helped strengthen 
airport capacity and improve 
services for passengers. Offi-
cials also noted that KSIIDC 
represents the Government of 
Karnataka in the company’s 
shareholding structure.

BIAL’s ownership includes 
the Airports Authority of In-
dia with 13 per cent, FIH 
Mauritius Investments Limit-
ed with 30.36 per cent, and 
Anchorage Infrastructure In-
vestments Holdings Limited 
with 43.64 per cent. The gov-
ernment said such dividends 
will support future develop-
ment and industrial growth 
across the state and strengthen 
long-term infrastructure in-
vestment planning further 
ahead.

M.B. Patil said BIAL 
declared ₹3 per share 
dividend after strong 

performance, first 
since 2017–18, with 

past profits reinvested 
in airport expansion

Commissioner K N Ramesh said Bengaluru South aims for cleanliness with 
citizen participation and awareness drive in Gurappanapalya

COMMISSIONER CHAIRS MEETING ON 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL ISSUES

BENGALURU

A meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of Bengaluru 
South City Corporation Com-
missioner K N Ramesh to im-
prove solid waste manage-
ment and find permanent 
solutions to garbage problems 
in the city corporation limits.

Representatives from citi-
zen groups and voluntary or-
ganizations attended the 
meeting and shared sugges-
tions to strengthen waste col-
lection and management sys-
tems in different local areas 
under the corporation.

Women of Wisdom in JP 
Nagar were appreciated for 
achieving 100 percent waste 
segregation and creating 
awareness through wall paint-
ings, and similar practices 
were suggested for apart-
ments and PG accommoda-
tions across the city.

Officials suggested install-
ing CCTV cameras at garbage 

blackspots, improving moni-
toring and introducing eve-
ning waste collection to pre-
vent roadside dumping of 
waste in sensitive areas.

It was proposed to establish 
Waste Management Learning 
Centres in every ward and to 
involve schools and colleges 
to educate students about 
proper waste handling prac-
tices.

Corporation officials pro-
posed CSR support from 
companies to install compost-
ing units, shredding machines 
and waste collection vehicles 
and also recommended mak-
ing GPS tracking mandatory 
for all garbage vehicles.

Commissioner K N Ramesh 
said the corporation is com-
mitted to making Bengaluru 
South City Corporation clean 
and garbage free with citizen 
participation and announced 
an awareness programme in 
Gurappanapalya in June.

Officials said Information 

Education and Communica-
tion activities under the Su-
chimitra programme will be 
strengthened to increase pub-
lic awareness on waste man-
agement through media cam-
paigns in theatres television 
and community programmes 
across wards.

Commissioner K N Ramesh 
reiterated that the corporation 
aims to transform Bengaluru 
South City Corporation into a 
clean and garbage free urban 
space through active citizen 
participation strict enforce-
ment of waste segregation 
rules and improved monitor-

ing of collection systems. He 
said action will be taken 
against violators dumping 
waste in blackspots and gar-
bage vehicles without GPS 
tracking will face penalties. 
He added that citizen cooper-
ation is essential for success 
of these programmes and re-
quested residents to follow 
segregation rules at source. 
He also directed officials to 
prepare for a large awareness 
event at Gurappanapalya in 
the first week of June to pro-
mote cleanliness drive across 
all wards across the entire 
corporation limits.

Lokayukta survey raises concerns in 
Malnad region villagers

KOPPA

The recent Lokayukta survey 
in Bhandigadi village of Kop-
pa taluk has created concern 
among residents of the Malnad 
region. Officials inspected al-
leged encroached government 
land following a complaint, 
triggering anxiety among 
small and medium farmers de-
pendent on agriculture. 

Locals say land disputes, 
forest laws, and wildlife pres-
sure have already made farm-
ing difficult in this hilly re-
gion. The intervention of Lo-
kayukta officials is seen as 
both necessary enforcement 
and a source of additional fear 
in villages. Many farmers ar-
gue that decades-old cultiva-
tion patterns are now being 

questioned, leading to uncer-
tainty over land ownership 
rights.  

The region has seen rising 
conflicts between neighbors, 
often turning personal dis-
putes into broader community 
issues. Government rules 
aimed at protecting forest 
land have also become con-
troversial due to inconsistent 
implementat ion on the 
ground. Authorities are now 
verifying records and con-
ducting surveys to determine 
actual encroachment and en-
sure legal compliance. Some 
villagers believe personal ri-
valries are influencing com-
plaints, escalating tension 
across the community and 
affecting harmony. 

Farmers have appealed for 

balanced action that protects 
livelihoods while preserving 
environmental laws in sensi-
tive areas. Local organiza-
tions are urging the adminis-
tration to consider compensa-
tion and clearer land records 
to reduce disputes. The situ-
ation highlights the delicate 
balance between conserva-
tion efforts and rural devel-
opment in Malnad's fragile 
ecosystem. 

Experts suggest that trans-
parent surveys and commu-
nity consultation could help 
resolve long-standing con-
flicts peacefully over time. 
The Lokayukta's role is 
viewed differently by stake-
holders depending on trust 
in governance and past ex-
periences. 

Mangaluru corporation 
urges property tax 

payment before on May 31
MANGALURU

The Mangaluru City Corpora-
tion has urged property own-
ers in Mangaluru to clear 
pending property tax dues be-
fore May 31 to avail a five per 
cent rebate announced by the 
Karnataka government for the 
2026–27 financial year. Civic 
officials said the government 
has extended the deadline for 
claiming the rebate within 
municipal corporation limits. 
The Corporation Commis-
sioner appealed to residents to 
make timely payments to 
avoid penalties and interest 
charges. Officials added that 
improved tax collection will 
support urban development 
and civic infrastructure proj-
ects across the city.

Rohan Corporation donates 
advanced medical equipment 

to Wenlock Hospital
MANGALURU

Rohan Corporation, a leading 
real estate company in Man-
galuru, organised the “Eve-
ning of Gratitude 2026” at 
The Ocean Pearl, bringing 
together civic leaders, medi-
cal professionals, and industry 
representatives to highlight 
corporate social responsibility 
initiatives in the city.

The event was attended by 
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil member Ivan D’Souza as 
the chief guest, along with 
senior officials from Wenlock 
District Hospital, including 
District Surgeon and Superin-
t e n d e n t  D r .  D . S . 
Shivaprakash. Managing Di-
rector Dr. Rohan Monteiro 
and Director Dion Monteiro 
also participated in the pro-
gramme.

As part of its CSR initia-
tive, Rohan Corporation for-
mally handed over advanced 
medical equipment to Wen-
lock Hospital. The donation 
included multi-para monitors 
used for continuous patient 
vital sign tracking and a com-
plete ophthalmic outpatient 
department unit aimed at im-
proving eye care services for 
patients in the region.

Speakers at the event high-
lighted the growing role of pri-

vate companies in strengthen-
ing public healthcare infra-
structure. Ivan D’Souza 
praised the transformation of 
Mangaluru from a modest 
coastal town into a rapidly de-
veloping urban center, noting 
that contributions from organi-
zations like Rohan Corporation 
are supporting this progress.

Dion Monteiro presented 
the company’s long-term vi-
sion of positioning Mangaluru 
as a major investment destina-
tion by attracting IT firms, 
Global Capability Centres, 
and multinational offices. He 
said such developments 
would help diversify the city’s 
economic base and create new 
employment opportunities.

Dr. Rohan Monteiro reaf-
firmed the company’s com-
mitment to community wel-
fare and announced that more 
CSR-driven healthcare and 
development projects are 
planned in the coming years.

The programme also includ-
ed a panel discussion on 
“Mangaluru’s Growing Posi-
tion in India’s Real Estate Sec-
tor,” where industry experts 
Ankush Sayal, Deepti Malik, 
Hem Bathra, and Navdeep 
Singh Khanuja shared insights 
on urban growth trends, infra-
structure expansion, and in-
vestment potential.
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Cops tighten security around TN ministers’ offices
CHENNAI

 
Police security has been 
strengthened across 
ministers’ offices at 
the Tamil Nadu Sec-
retariat in Fort St 
George following a 
sharp rise in the num-
ber of visitors meet-
ing members of the 
newly-formed gov-
ernment, officials said 
on Monday.

With ministers be-
ginning full-fledged 
administrative work 
after assuming office, 

the Secretariat has 
been witnessing an 
unusually high influx 
of people from early 
morning until late 
evening, prompting 

authorities to deploy 
additional police per-
sonnel to regulate 
movement and pre-
vent overcrowding 
inside the complex.

Officials said the 
increased security ar-
rangements are pri-
marily aimed at en-
suring smooth func-
tioning within the 
Secretariat as minis-
ters balance adminis-
trative responsibili-
ties, departmental re-
view meetings and 
interactions with the 
public.

Over the past sever-
al days, ministerial 
chambers have wit-
nessed long queues of 
visitors that included 

party functionaries, 
government officials, 
supporters, well-wish-
ers and members of 
the public seeking ap-
pointments.

A large number of 
people have also been 
arriving to submit pe-
titions, raise grievanc-
es and seek interven-
tions on constituency 
and civic issues.

Several newly ap-
pointed minis ters 
have also been receiv-
ing supporters and 
cadres.

RUSH OF VISITORS

Delhi Assembly 
Speaker joins ‘Metro 
Monday’ to save fuel

3 arrested for 
running online IPL 

betting racket

Falta by-poll result 
upsets TMC’s Diamond 

Harbour applecart

New Delhi
Delhi Assembly Speaker 

Vijender Gupta joined the 
Metro Monday campaign 
to save fuel and travelled 
to Vidhan Sabha from his 
residence at Tilak Marg in 
public transport, an offi-

cial said. Beginning his 
journey from the Su-

preme Court Metro Sta-
tion, Speaker Gupta inter-

acted with commuters 
and highlighted the im-

portance of adopting 
eco-friendly modes of 

travel in daily life. During 
his journey, Gupta 

changed trains at Rajiv 
Chowk Metro Station and 

proceeded towards 
Vidhan Sabha Metro Sta-

tion, from where he 
reached the Delhi Legisla-
tive Assembly, the official 

said in a statement. In-
spired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s call for 

fuel conservation, the 
Metro Monday initiative 
encourages citizens to 

use public transport and 
save fuel.

New Delhi
Three persons using bet-

ting applications/soft-
ware, including Sky Live 

Pro, Data Calculation Ver 
1.0 and Skyexch for oper-

ating an online IPL betting 
racket were arrested in 

East Delhi’s Madhu Vihar, 
a Delhi Police official said 
on Monday. Manish Jain, 

50, resident of Madhu Vi-
har, Abhishek Jain,26, res-

ident of Jagat Puri, and 
Arpit Gupta, 40, resident 
of Mandawali, were ar-
rested on Saturday, and 

two laptops, two tablets, 
nine mobile phones, and 

a notepad containing 
handwritten betting en-

tries were seized, said 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (East District) Ra-
jeev Kumar. An FIR, Num-

ber 193/26, under sec-
tions 3/4/5 Delhi Public

New Delhi
Falta in West Bengal’s 

South 24 Parganas dis-
trict made it to the na-

tional lexicon last month 
when a political contest, 

framed almost like a cine-
matic clash with a Sing-

ham vs. Pushpa narrative, 
caught the people’s imag-
ination. The Singham la-

bel was for Ajay Pal Shar-
ma, an Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer known 

for his tough policing style 
and reputation as an en-

counter specialist in Uttar 
Pradesh. He was de-
ployed as an Election 

Commission police ob-
server in the Falta Assem-

bly constituency, where 
he has been involved in 
addressing electoral is-
sues and ensuring fair 

elections, though he has 
sometimes been called 
controversial. Pushpa, 
drawn from the Telugu 

MP CM offers prayers at Bhojshala 
after historic HC verdict 

Yadav said Dhar will be transformed into a major tourism hotspot of the 
state, which will also help generate employment for locals.

DHAR
 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on Mon-
day visited the historic Bho-
jshala complex in Dhar dis-
trict and offered special 
prayers to Goddess Vagdevi 
on the occasion of Ganga 
Dussehra.  

Yadav performed prayers 
amid heightened security ar-
rangements and the presence 
of a large number of Bharati-
ya Janata Party workers, local 
residents, and devotees. Se-
nior police and administrative 
officials were deployed 
around the premises to main-
tain law and order during the 
visit.

Speaking after the prayers, 

the Chief Minister said the 
state government would work 
towards transforming Dhar 
into a major tourism and cul-
tural hub. He stated that the 
recent court decision had 
opened new opportunities for 
the development of the histor-
ic town and surrounding re-
gion.

Yadav said several initia-
tives would be undertaken to 
improve tourism infrastruc-
ture, expand educational op-
portunities, and generate em-
ployment for local residents. 
According to him, the govern-
ment intends to present Dhar 
in a renewed form by promot-
ing its cultural, historical, and 
spiritual significance.

The Chief Minister also 

connected the proposed de-
velopment plans with the state 
government’s ongoing Jal 
Ganga Conservation Cam-
paign, which focuses on water 
conservation and environmen-
tal sustainability across Mad-
hya Pradesh. He said the state 
was playing a leading role in 
water conservation efforts 
through large-scale public 

participation and district-level 
initiatives.

The Bhojshala complex has 
remained the subject of a 
long-standing and sensitive 
dispute between Hindu and 
Muslim communities. Hindus 
consider the site an ancient 
temple and educational centre 
dedicated to Goddess Saras-
wati, established during the 
reign of Raja Bhoj of the Par-
mar dynasty in the eleventh 
century. Historically, the site 
was known for Sanskrit learn-
ing and cultural activities.

Muslims, on the other hand, 
have referred to a section of the 
complex as the Kamal Maula 
Mosque and had traditionally 
offered Friday prayers there for 
many decades under an earlier 

administrative arrangement.
The dispute over the site has 

frequently attracted legal, po-
litical, and social attention in 
Madhya Pradesh. In its May 15 
ruling, the Indore Bench of the 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
observed that historical records 
and evidence indicated that the 
complex was originally a Hin-
du temple dedicated to God-
dess Saraswati.

The judgment has generated 
widespread political and public 
discussion across the state. 
Supporters of the ruling view it 
as recognition of the site’s his-
torical and cultural identity, 
while authorities continue to 
maintain heightened vigilance 
to ensure peace and communal 
harmony in the region.

Chhattisgarh-Delhi CMs explore 
joint development possibilities   

NEW DELHI
 

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai met Delhi 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
on Monday to discuss cooper-
ation between the two BJP-
ruled states and explore op-
portunities for sustainable 
development.

Following the meeting, 
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta shared details of the 
interaction through a message 
on social media. She de-
scribed the meeting as posi-
tive and constructive, stating 
that both leaders held detailed 
discussions on multiple di-
mensions of development and 
cooperation between Delhi 
and Chhattisgarh.

According to Gupta, the 
two states discussed ways to 
promote sustainable develop-
ment while strengthening col-
laboration on governance and 
public welfare initiatives. She 
said the cooperation between 
the states would contribute to 
accelerating the national ob-
jective of building a devel-
oped and self-reliant India.

The meeting comes at a 
time when several state gov-
ernments are increasingly fo-
cusing on issues such as infra-
structure development, envi-
ronmental sustainability, pub-
lic transport expansion, and 
resource conservation.

In a separate development 
during the day, Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta once again used 
Delhi Metro and public bus 

services to travel from her 
residence to the Delhi Secre-
tariat as part of the Monday 
Metro campaign. The initia-
tive forms part of the broader 
Mera Bharat, Mera Yogdan 
campaign aimed at encourag-
ing fuel conservation and 
greater use of public trans-
port.

Sharing her experience, 
Gupta said she was encour-
aged to see more Delhi resi-
dents adopting public trans-
port as part of their daily rou-
tines. She emphasized that 
every metro ride and bus jour-
ney contributes toward reduc-
ing traffic congestion, pollu-
tion, and fuel consumption, 
adding that even small efforts 
by citizens can create a signif-
icant national impact.

The Chief Minister had ear-
lier used the Metro for com-
muting on May 18 as well, 
continuing her campaign to 
promote environmentally 
friendly transportation meth-
ods. During her journey, she 
interacted with fellow passen-
gers and encouraged commut-

ers to support public transport 
systems as a practical step 
toward environmental protec-
tion and fuel savings.

The campaign has gained 
importance amid rising global 
concerns over fuel prices and 
energy security. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had recent-
ly urged citizens to reduce 
fuel consumption and in-
crease the use of public trans-
port and electric vehicles in 
light of disruptions caused by 
the ongoing crisis in West 
Asia.

Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Vijender Gupta also joined 
the Metro Monday initiative 
on Monday. According to of-
ficials, he travelled from his 
residence at Tilak Marg to the 
Vidhan Sabha using the Metro 
and interacted with commut-
ers during the journey.

The two BJP-ruled states 
focused on sharing best 
practices in governance 
to align with the national 
vision of  ‘Viksit Bharat’

MHA approves Rs 196 cr 
for police modernisation 

in riot-hit Manipur 
IMPHAL

 
The flagging-off ceremony 
was held at the 1st Battal-
ion Manipur Rifles Parade 
Ground in Imphal in the 
presence of senior govern-
ment officials, police per-
sonnel ,  and securi ty 
offTicers. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Minister Khem-
chand Singh said the state 
government remains com-
mitted to strengthening the 
police force and improving 
policing infrastructure in 
order to effectively re-
spond to the prevailing se-
curity situation in Mani-
pur.

He stated that no state or 
nation can maintain peace 
and stability without a 
strong and efficient police 
force. Referring to the eth-
nic violence that erupted in 
Manipur on May 3, 2023, 
the Chief Minister praised 
police personnel for carry-
ing out their duties with 
courage and dedication de-
spite difficult and danger-
ous circumstances.

According to him, mem-
bers of the Manipur Police 
have played a major role in 
preventing violence, main-
taining public order, and 
supporting efforts aimed at 
restoring peace and nor-

malcy across the state. He 
added that the addition of 
a large fleet of modern ve-
hicles marked an important 
milestone in the history of 
the state police force.The 
newly inducted vehicles 
are expected to significant-
ly improve mobility, logis-
tics, and emergency re-
sponse capabilities, espe-
cially in remote hill dis-
tricts and sensitive areas. 
Officials said the enhanced 
transportation infrastruc-
ture would help police per-
sonnel respond more effec-
tively during emergencies, 
security operations, and 
disaster situations.

The total fleet of 477 ve-
hicles includes 100 Hero 
motorcycles, 39 Bolero B6 
vehicles, 50 Bolero Neo 
vehicles, 74 Tata Yodha 
vehicles, 10 mine-protect-
ed vehicles, 20 Tata trucks, 
30 Tata 407 vehicles, 20 
Mahindra buses, 60 bullet-
proof Rakshak vehicles, 19 
water tankers, 50 Bolero 
Camper vehicles, and five 
HMR vehicles.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted welfare mea-
sures undertaken for police 
personnel by the present 
government. He said ration 
allowances for police staff, 
which had remained un-
changed for a long period.

Special branch 
officer dies in 
Bhojpur road 

accident

PATNA
 

A tragic road accident in Ar-
rah claimed the life of Rajiv 
Ranjan,  also known as 
Goldie, on Monday after a 
speeding private school bus 
allegedly ran over his motor-
cycle on the Bypass Road un-
der the jurisdiction of the 
Town Police Station, Arrah in 
Bihar.

Rajiv Ranjan, 42, who was 
serving as an Assistant 
Sub-Inspector in the Bihar 
Police Special Branch and 
was currently posted in Patna, 
suffered critical injuries in the 
collision.

Locals immediately rushed 
to help and attempted to take 
him to the Sadar Hospital, but 
he succumbed to his injuries 
on the way.

According to eyewitnesses, 
the school bus driver fled im-
mediately after the accident. 
The driver later parked the 
bus near a private bus stand 
before escaping from the 
scene. Police have since 
seized the bus and launched a 
search operation to trace the 
absconding driver.

Rajiv Ranjan was a resident 
of Ward No. 9 in Baligaon 
village under the jurisdiction 
of the Ayar Police Station.

He was the son of Ram 
Layak Singh. His sudden 
death has left both his family 
and the police department in 
deep shock.

Family member Anil Ku-
mar Singh said that Rajiv’s 
grandfather had passed away 
on May 19, and a Satlehan 
ritual ceremony was being 
conducted in the village on 
Monday.

After attending the ceremo-
ny, Rajiv Ranjan was return-
ing to Patna on his motorcy-
cle to resume official duty 
when the fatal accident oc-
curred. 

The incident has triggered 
grief and anger among local 
residents, many of whom 
have demanded the immedi-
ate arrest of the bus driver.

Locals described Rajiv 
Ranjan as a dedicated and sin-
cere police officer whose un-
timely death has devastated 
his family. 

Police officials from the 
Town Police Station have be-
gun an investigation into the 
accident.

GOVT RELEASES REPORT AHEAD OF IIP 
2022–23 SERIES LAUNCH ON JUNE 1

NEW DELHI
 

In a bid to help users better un-
derstand and assimilate the new 
IIP 2022–23 series ahead of its 
official launch on June 1, the 
government on Monday said it 
has released a detailed report 
of the Technical Advisory 
Committee on Base Year Revi-
sion of the All-India Index of 
Industrial Production (TAC-
IIP).

The first IIP release will 
present index values starting 

from April 2023 onwards, in-
cluding Quick Estimates of 
April 2026. 

Along with the All-India 
General Index of the IIP, the 
release will also include sec-
tor-wise indices for Mining 
and Quarrying, Manufacturing, 
Electricity & Gas Supply and 
Water Supply, Sewerage and 
Waste Management.

In addition, it will provide 
manufacturing sector indices at 
the 2-digit level of NIC-2025, 
indices based on Use-based 

Classification and linking fac-
tor, all scheduled for release 
on June 1, 2026, according to 
Ministry of Statistics & Pro-
gramme Implementation.

The item basket and weights 
have been revised to add rele-
vant commodities and remove 
outdated ones, ensuring that 
each item or sector is assigned 
appropriate significance. 

The revised basket consists 
of 1,042 products mapped to 
463 item groups, said the min-
istry.

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042
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Twisha’s family satisfied about SC stepping into case
NEW DELHI

 
As the Supreme Court heard 
the case related to the death of 
former actor-model Twisha 
Sharma, her family’s lawyer 
Anurag Srivastava on Mon-
day said the apex court’s in-
tervention has brought great 
satisfaction to the family, 
which had earlier struggled to 
get its concerns heard.

Speaking to IANS, Advo-
cate Srivastava said: It was a 
very sensitive matter. There 
was a time when no one was 
listening to Twisha’s family, 
and they were running from 

place to place. This is a matter 
of great satisfaction for us. 
Whatever developments took 
place in the last eight to ten 
days, the Supreme Court has 
taken cognisance of them.

He further stated that the 
decision to hand over the mat-
ter to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) was a 
positive step taken by the 
state government.

The state government took 
the initiative and recommend-
ed handing over the case to 
the CBI, which has already 
been done. 

The family’s concern was 
that the case should be trans-
ferred to the CBI as soon as 
possible, as the matter was 
still with the SIT in Bhopal, 
he said.

Srivastava added that Solic-

itor General Tushar Mehta, 
appearing on behalf of the 
state government, assured the 
Supreme Court that all re-
maining procedural formali-
ties and notifications required 
for transferring the case 
would be completed at the 
earliest.

He assured the court that 
they would try their best to 
complete the process today 
itself and hand over the mat-
ter to the CBI, he said.

According to Srivastava, 
the Supreme Court also di-
rected the CBI to immediately 
begin the investigation and 

start recording statements 
from witnesses from both 
sides.

The Supreme Court be-
lieves that the CBI will take 
up the matter fairly and en-
sure justice. 

The court also said that all 
evidence should be handed 
over to the CBI so that there 
is neutrality and transparency 
in the investigation, he added.

Referring to Twisha’s moth-
er-in-law and accused Giriba-
la Singh, Srivastava said the 
court also took note of the 
statements being made in the 
media.

‘MATTER OF GREAT SATISFACTION’

QUICK READ

CBI to take over
 Twisha Sharma death 

case 

Manipur riot: ‘187 
social media accounts 

blocked over

NIA raids 3 places in 
J&K over terror 

funding links

Bhopal
The probe into the death 
of Twisha Sharma is set 
to be handed over to the 
CBI, with the agency al-

ready dispatching a team 
to Bhopal to take charge 
of the investigation, offi-

cials said on Monday. 
Twisha, a 33-year-old 

model-turned-actor, was 
found dead at her marital 
home in Bhopal’s Katara 
Hills area on May 12. The 

CBI will take over the case 
from the state police and 
gather all evidence and 

documents linked to the 
investigation. Hearing the 

matter on Monday, the 
Supreme Court said it 

would ensure a fair, inde-
pendent, and impartial 
probe into the case. Po-

lice had earlier registered 
an FIR under Sections 

80(2), 85, and 3(5) of the 
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita, 

along with relevant provi-
sions of the Dowry Prohi-

bition Act, naming 
Twisha’s husband, Sa-

marth Singh, and Giribala 
Singh.

Imphal
Manipur Director General 
of Police (DGP) Rajiv Sin-

gh on Monday said that 
as many as 187 social me-

dia pages and accounts 
have been blocked for 

sharing allegedly sensi-
tive, violent and commu-

nal posts since June 2023. 
The DGP also said around 
5,406 problematic social 
media posts have been 
identified, out of which 

3,200 were taken down. 
Singh said the action was 
taken in coordination with 
the state IT Department 
and the Centre’s Ministry 
of Electronics and Infor-

mation Technology (Mei-
tY). Speaking at a pro-

gramme in which 477 po-
lice vehicles, including ar-

moured cars and 
two-wheelers.

NEW DELHI
Tightening the noose 

around the banned Ja-
ma’at-e-Islami (JeI) or-
ganisation over alleged 
terror activities, the Na-

tional Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) carried out raids 
at three places in Jammu 

and Kashmir (J&K) for 
terror funding. The agency 

is probing the separatist 
and secessionist activities 
carried out by the banned 
organisation under UAPA. 
“The searches, conducted 

at three locations in 
Srinagar and Shopian dis-

tricts of Kashmir, led to 
the recovery of several in-
criminating financial doc-

uments and electronic 
gadgets suspected to be 
related to the activities of 
JeI and its various trusts/
associations in J&K,” the 

agency said. 
During investigations, the 
federal probing agency.

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION (2nd Call)
(1) The Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Sirasi invites tenders from 
eligible tenderers, for the construction of works detailed in the Table 
below. The tenderers may submit tenders for any or all of the works given 
in the Table. The price tender which will be opened only if the 
Tenderer is found to be qualified to execute the tendered works. The 
Tenderers are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria 
specified in Clause 3 of the Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for 
award of the contract. (26.03.2021) (2) Tender documents may be 
downloaded from Government of Karnataka e-Procurement website 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/eportal/index.seam under login for 
Contractors: (3) Tenders must be accompanied by EMD Declaration form 
Proforma attached (4) Tenders must be electronically submitted (on-line 
through internet) with in the date and time published in e-procurement 
portal. The technical bid will be opened after prescribed time and date in 
the eprocurement portal, in the presence of the Tenderers who wish to 
attend at the Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD  Department, SIRSI 
Division. (5) Other details can be seen in the tender documents
(Total: 1 Work)
(1) Last date and time for Tender Queries/Clarifications: 27-05-2026 up 
to 16.00.00 (2) Last Date and Time for receipt of tenders: 29-05-2026 up 
to 16.00.00 (3) Date and Time for opening of Technical Bid: 30-05-2026 
@ 16.30.00 (4) Date and Time for opening of Financial Bid: 01-06-2026 @ 
16.00.00 Sd/- Executive Engineer

Public Work Department Division
Sirsi (Uttara Kannada)

Government of Karnataka

 No. PWD/SR./Dn/AE/IFT/NDRF/SDRF/2026-27/00594      Date: 21.05.2026

Karnataka Public Works, Department, Sirasi Division(U.K),
Karnataka Ph: 08384-223164, Fax: 08384-224100

 

MNG - 415    9 x  2 

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/163/26-27 dt. 25.05.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (SHORT TERM) KW-3     

IFT No.03/2026.27,  Dated: 22.05.2026

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation &

Ground Water Development
Division,Hassan

Tenders are  invited from eligible Agencies in  two
cover system through KPPP portal of GOK (website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) for Chikkamagaluru
District works as per KW-3 maximum tender amount
is Rs.80.65 lakhs & minimum tender amount  is
Rs.80.26  lakhs. The last date of receipt of tender is
01-06-2026 upto 5.00 PM hours.  Further detail can be
had from KPP-portal and the above office during of-
fice working hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,  MI &
GWD Division, Hassan.

Job no. 173/83 mi hassan  Size: 8X2
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Satheesan blasts Left-govt 
for Munambam land row

He accused the govt of creating administrative confusion that led 
to tensions between two religious sections.

KOCHI
 

Kerala Chief Minister VD 
Satheesan on Monday strong-
ly criticised the previous Left 
government over the contro-
versial Munambam land dis-
pute, accusing it of creating 
administrative confusion that 
intensified tensions between 
two religious communities.  

Speaking to reporters after a 
Cabinet meeting, Chief Minis-
ter Satheesan alleged that the 
previous government had 
knowingly taken steps that 
complicated the sensitive land 
dispute before leaving office. 
According to him, the inclu-
sion of the Waqf Board in the 
UMEED portal during the fi-
nal days of the earlier admin-
istration significantly escalat-
ed the controversy surround-
ing land ownership claims in 
Munambam.

The Chief Minister stated 
that once the land details were 
entered into the portal, it ef-
fectively strengthened the 
claim that the disputed land 
belonged to the Waqf Board. 
He argued that this move also 
reflected the earlier govern-
ment’s position that the people 
currently residing in the area 
were occupying the land ille-
gally.

Satheesan accused the pre-
vious administration of delib-
erately creating a situation that 
could not be resolved quickly 
through administrative inter-
vention. He remarked that the 
issue had been structured in 
such a way that even a simple 
and immediate solution would 
become difficult to implement.

Despite the ongoing legal 
and political controversy, 
the Chief Minister as-
sured residents that the 

present government would not 
allow any eviction of families 
living in Munambam. He em-
phasized that no one would be 
removed from their homes and 
stated that the government 
would pursue all available le-
gal measures to safeguard the 
interests of local residents.

The Munambam land dis-
pute has remained a politically 
sensitive issue in Kerala for 
several years. Residents in the 
coas ta l region have re-

peatedly de-
m a n d e d 
permanent 
p r o t e c -
t i on  o f 
their land 
r i g h t s , 
while le-

gal ques-
t i o n s 

sur-

rounding Waqf claims over the 
property continue to generate 
political and communal ten-
sions.

Satheesan also alleged that 
certain political groups were 
attempting to exploit the issue 
for political gain. He accused 
the Sangh Parivar of trying to 
create communal divisions in 
the coastal region by using the 
dispute to polarize communi-
ties. 

At the same time, he 
claimed that the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) was 
also attempting to derive polit-
ical advantage from the sensi-
tive matter.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed confidence that the 
dispute could ultimately be 
resolved through lawful and 
constitutional means without 
adversely affecting the people 
currently residing in the area. 

BJP slams Rahul 
Gandhi over prediction 

of Modi govt's fall
NEW DELHI

 
The BJP on Monday strongly 
criticised Lok Sabha Leader 
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
over his recent remarks sug-
gesting that the Narendra Mo-
di-led government would fall 
within a year.

Addressing reporters , 
Gaurav Bhatia said the world 
is currently going through a 
period of uncertainty marked 
by economic instability and 
crises in several countries.

 He claimed that despite 
these global challenges, India 
under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has shown resil-
ience and maintained eco-
nomic strength.

According to Bhatia, In-
dia’s economy has remained 
comparatively stable because 
of the policies and leadership 
of the central government 
during difficult international 
conditions. 

He stated that the country 
had responded collectively 
to global challenges, includ-
ing rising energy concerns, 
with citizens participating in 
efforts such as fuel conser-
vation initiatives promoted 
by the government.

The BJP spokesperson 
strongly objected to Rahul 
Gandhi’s remarks regarding 
the future of the govern-
ment, calling them irrespon-
sible and politically motivat-
ed. 

He alleged that the Con-
gress party was attempting 
to spread confusion and cre-
ate instability through what 
he described as a political 
toolkit.

Bhatia accused Gandhi of 
repeatedly making state-
ments that, according to the 

BJP, undermine democratic 
institutions and damage In-
dia’s image internationally. 
He claimed that the Con-
gress leader ’s comments 
were aimed at provoking 
unrest at a time when the na-
tion requires unity and col-
lective responsibility.

During the press confer-
ence, Bhatia used sharp lan-
guage while attacking the 
Congress leader, referring to 
him as a Bhasmasur of Indi-
an politics and sarcastically 
suggesting that Gandhi had 
now become an astrologer 
by predicting the fall of the 
government. He alleged that 
Rahul Gandhi’s political ap-
proach was destructive and 
immature.

The BJP leader also criti-
cised Gandhi for remarks 
allegedly made during visits 
abroad, where he had raised 
concerns regarding democ-
racy and governance in In-
dia .  Bhat ia  ques t ioned 
whether such statements 
were appropriate for a Lead-
er of the Opposition and ac-
cused Gandhi of displaying 
hostility toward the coun-
try’s elected leadership.

According to the BJP 
spokesperson, political lead-
ers should focus on support-
ing national interests during 
periods of global crisis rath-
er than making statements 
that could weaken public 
confidence or create politi-
cal instability.

‘The Congress leader’s 
comments were aimed at 

provoking unrest at a 
time when the nation 

requires unity and 
collective responsibility’

Assam tables UCC Bill in assembly

The Bill proposes a common civil legal framework governing marriage, 
divorce, succession and live-in relationships for all residents of the state.

GUWAHATI
 

The Assam government on 
Monday formally introduced 
the Uniform Civil Code Bill, 
2026, in the state Legislative 
Assembly, marking a signifi-
cant political and legal devel-
opment in the state.

Speaking to reporters after 
introducing the legislation in 
the Assembly, Atul Bora said 
the primary objective of the 
Uniform Civil Code is to 
bring all citizens under one 
common civil law system. 
According to him, Assam, 
like the rest of India, is home 
to people from diverse reli-
gious, linguistic, and social 
backgrounds, and the govern-
ment believes a unified legal 
framework would help reduce 
inequalities created by differ-
ent personal laws.

Bora said that at present, 
separate personal laws gov-
erning marriage, divorce, in-
heritance, adoption, and other 
civil matters exist for differ-
ent religious communities. He 
argued that this system has 

contributed to social divisions 
and legal inequalities among 
citizens.  

According to the minister, 
the proposed Uniform Civil 
Code seeks to eliminate such 
disparities by ensuring that all 
citizens are governed under a 
common set of civil laws. He 
added that the legislation is 
based on the constitutional 
principles of equality and sec-
ularism.

The minister also referred 
to an earlier commitment 
made by Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma in the 
Assembly. Bora stated that 
the Chief Minister had prom-
ised during his previous ten-
ure that if the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party-led government re-
turned to power, the Uniform 
Civil Code would be intro-
duced during the first session 
of the newly elected Assem-
bly.He said the government 
has fulfilled that promise by 
formally introducing the Bill 
at the beginning of its new 
term.Bora further emphasized 
that the legislation is expected 

to provide significant benefits 
to women by guaranteeing 
equal rights and legal safe-
guards. According to him, 
certain provisions under exist-
ing personal laws contain ele-
ments of discrimination and 
inequality, particularly affect-
ing women in matters related 
to marriage, inheritance, and 
family rights.

The minister expressed 
confidence that the imple-
mentation of the Uniform 
Civil Code would help ensure 
equal legal status for women 
alongside men and strengthen 
social justice within the state.

He also maintained that the 
Bill aligns with constitutional 
values and the broader vision 
of equal treatment before the 
law. According to Bora, the 
Constitution of India pro-
motes equality and secular 
principles, and the proposed 
legislation reflects those ide-
als. The introduction of the 
Uniform Civil Code Bill is 
expected to trigger extensive 
political debate both inside 
and outside the Assembly. 

Govt assures no fertiliser 
shortage ahead of Kharif season
NEW DELHI

 
According to Aparna S. Shar-
ma, Additional Secretary in 
the Department of Fertilisers, 
the country’s total fertiliser 
assessment for the current 
year stands at 390.54 lakh 
metric tonnes, while existing 
stock levels have reached 
200.12 lakh metric tonnes. 

She noted that the current 
stock position represents 
more than 51 percent of annu-
al requirements, significantly 
higher than the normal bench-
mark level of around 33%.

Sharma stated that both do-
mestic production and im-
ports have remained robust 
during the post-crisis period, 

helping maintain strong over-
all availability across the 
country. She said approxi-
mately 95 lakh metric tonnes 
of fertiliser have been pro-
duced domestically so far, 
while imports amounting to 
nearly 22.60 lakh metric 
tonnes have further strength-
ened supply levels.

In total, around 117.6 lakh 
metric tonnes of fertilisers 
have been added to the coun-
try’s overall availability base, 
ensuring adequate reserves for 
agricultural needs during the 
upcoming cultivation cycle.

The government also con-
firmed that sufficient quanti-
ties of key fertilisers required 
for the kharif season have al-

ready been secured. This in-
cludes around 13.5 lakh met-
ric tonnes of diammonium 
phosphate and approximately 
9 lakh metric tonnes of com-
plex fertilisers containing ni-
trogen, phosphorus, and po-
tassium.

Officials said the availabil-
ity of raw materials required 
for fertiliser production also 
remains comfortable. 

The Department of Fer-
tilisers is continuously moni-
toring the supply chain and 
reviewing raw material avail-
ability to avoid disruptions in 
domestic production.

Providing category-wise 
details, Sharma said urea pro-
duction within the country.

Kalyan orders 
audit of 

pollutants 
entering Godavari 
AMARAVATI

 
Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan on 
Monday directed officials to 
conduct a comprehensive au-
dit of polluting waste and ef-
fluents flowing into the Goda-
vari River and review their 
current management proto-
cols.

After a visit to parts of the 
Godavari River affected by 
pollution, he asked officials of 
the East Godavari district to 
submit a detailed report, out-
lining measures taken thus far 
and a clear and concrete plan 
of the works to be undertaken.

Pawan Kalyan, who also 
holds the environment portfo-
lio, emphasised that the Coa-
lition Government is firmly 
resolved to organise the up-
coming Godavari Pushkarams 
scheduled next year under the 
central theme of a pollu-
tion-free Godavari.

As part of his visit to Raja-
mahendravaram, Pawan 
Kalyan embarked on a boat 
journey 

Bodies of 2 missing 
youths fished out 

from Dhar river
BHOPAL

 
Two youths, who were report-
edly employees of a private 
cement company, drowned in 
the deep waters of the Narma-
da River while bathing at the 
Semalda Narmada Ghat in 
Manawar tehsil of Dhar dis-
trict, officials said on Mon-
day.

The incident happened on 
Sunday evening. After a pro-
longed rescue operation last-
ing nearly 15 hours, divers 
recovered the bodies of both 
young men on Monday morn-
ing. The deceased have been 
identified as Pooran Yadav 
and Dinesh Yadav, both resi-
dents of Kotputli in Rajas-
than, police officials said.
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‘Aus cops did no threat 
assessment before 

Bondi attack’

‘Magnetic mines 
found on tanker at 

Ust-Luga port’

Netanyahu admits 
difficulty influencing 

Trump on Iran

SYDNEY
Australian state police did 

not prepare a threat as-
sessment for the event 
where the Bondi Beach 
mass shooting occurred 

and denied a request 
from the Jewish commu-

nity to station officers 
there, an inquiry into the 
‌attack heard on Monday. 

The comments came 
during public hearings in 
the wide-ranging inquiry 
known as a Royal Com-

mission that focus on 
events prior to last De-
cember’s Bondi attack, 

which killed 15 attending 
a Jewish Hanukkah cele-

bration at the famed Syd-
ney beach. A New South 
Wales police officer said 

no threat assessment 
was prepared for the 

event, but agreed in hind-
sight that one would have 
been appropriate. I see no 

reason why a threat as-
sessment could not be 

completed for that event, 
said Assistant Commis-
sioner Leanne McCusker, 
adding that such an exer-
cise would have enabled 

security arrangements 
that matched the threat 

level.

MOSCOW
Several NATO-produced 

magnetic mines had been 
detected on a tanker in 

Russia’s Baltic Sea port of 
Ust-Luga, Russia’s Inves-
tigative Committee said 

on Monday. The commit-
tee said the mines were 

found by divers during an 
inspection of the hull of 

the tanker Arrhenius, 
which arrived from Bel-

gium’s port of Antwerp to 
load liquefied petroleum 

gas. Russia has beefed up 
safety measures in its 

ports following suspected 
acts of sabotage aimed 

at undermining its energy 
infrastructure. Last year, 
Russia ordered divers to 
inspect ships in its ports, 
after suspected attacks 
on four oil tankers. The 
Suezmax tanker Koala 

ran aground at Ust-Luga 
after a blast ‌in its engine 
room in February 2025. 
According to LSEG ship 

tracking data, Arrhenius is 
Liberia- flagged and is 
managed by the Maple 
Mariner Holding in the 

UAE.

JERUSALEM
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu has told confi-
dants in private conversa-
tions that Israel has little 

ability to influence Donald 
Trump’s decision-making 
on Iran as the U.S. presi-
dent negotiates a deal in 
the nearly three-month-

old war, two sources said. 
Netanyahu’s comments, 
described to Reuters by 
two Israeli officials with 

knowledge of the conver-
sations, come as Israel 

‌has largely been left out 
of talks to reach an initial 

deal to halt a war that be-
gan with joint U.S.-Israeli 
bombardment. Both the 
U.S. and Iran have played 
down hopes for an immi-

nent breakthrough in 
talks, and they remain at 
odds over Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions, Tehran’s de-
mands for the lifting of 

sanctions and Israel’s war 
in Lebanon with Hezbol-

lah militants.

Pak Shi’ites deported from UAE amid Iran war fallout
DUBAI

 
Hundreds of Pakistani Shi’ite 
Muslims deported from the 
United Arab Emirates during 
the ongoing Iran conflict have 
returned home without their 
belongings, savings, or em-
ployment, sparking serious 
concern among rights groups 
and community leaders.

In villages across Pakistan’s 
rural Chakwal district, fami-
lies are struggling to cope af-
ter the sudden return of rela-
tives who had spent years 
working in the United Arab 
Emirates. Many of the deport-

ees say they were removed 
abruptly, leaving behind per-
sonal possessions, bank sav-
ings, and stable jobs that sup-
ported their families back 
home.

According to information 
reviewed by Reuters, visa sta-
tus records and flight details 
were verified for 103 Paki-
stani nationals who identified 
themselves as Shi’ite Mus-
lims deported from the UAE. 
Reuters also interviewed 24 
individuals who all claimed 
they were unable to recover 
their luggage or access their 
financial savings before being 

placed on flights to Pakistan 
along with dozens of other 
deportees.

A database compiled by the 
Pakistani Shi’ite political or-
ganization Majlis Wah-
dat-e-Muslimeen reportedly 
lists around 7,500 Pakistani 
Shi’ites deported from the 
Gulf nation since February 
28, the date when the United 
States and Israel launched 
strikes on Iran. 

The organization’s spokes-
person, Mohsin Abidi, stated 
that the actual number of de-
portations could be signifi-
cantly higher.

Community leaders claim 
the pace of deportations in-
creased sharply after Iran re-
sponded to military attacks by 
launching missile and drone 
strikes targeting the UAE. 

The growing regional conflict 
has heightened tensions 
across the Gulf and raised 
concerns about the treatment 
of Shi’ite populations living 
and working in the region.

CAUGHT IN THE CROSSHAIRS

Iran-US play down hopes for 
imminent breakthrough in war
‘The US ill continue giving negotiations every opportunity to succeed 

before deciding on any further course of action’
DUBAI

 
The United States and Iran on 
Monday signalled a quick res-
olution to their three-month-
long conflict remains unlikely 
despite ongoing diplomatic 
discussions aimed at reducing 
tensions in the Gulf region.

United States Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio said 
Washington remains commit-
ted to diplomacy but also 
made it clear that alternative 
measures remain under con-
sideration if talks fail. 

Speaking to reporters in 
New Delhi, Rubio said the 
United States would continue 
giving negotiations every op-
portunity to succeed before 
deciding on any further 
course of action.

Rubio stated that discus-
sions had produced a solid 
proposal aimed at reopening 
the Strait of Hormuz and cre-
ating conditions for a signifi-
cant time-limited negotiation 
process on Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities. He expressed cautious 
optimism that both sides 
might still be able to reach an 

agreement capable of lower-
ing tensions in the region.

United States President 
Donald Trump also tempered 
expectations regarding the ne-
gotiations. In a post on Truth 
Social, Trump said any even-
tual agreement would need to 
be great and meaningful, oth-
erwise there would be no 
agreement at all. He had ear-
lier stated that he instructed 
American negotiators not to 
rush into a deal with Tehran.

Iran also adopted a cautious 
tone regarding the progress of 
the talks. Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baghaei said several 
topics had been resolved 
during discussions, but em-
phasized that this did not 
mean a final agreement was 
close. According to Baghaei, 
the proposed memorandum of 
understanding currently under 
discussion contains 14 points 
mainly focused on ending the 
conflict and lifting the United 
States naval blockade in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Under the proposed ar-
rangement, Iran would report-

edly take steps to ensure safe 
maritime transit through the 
strategic waterway in ex-
change for easing military 
pressure and ending the 
blockade. The Strait of Hor-
muz remains one of the 
world’s most important ship-
ping routes for global energy 
supplies, making stability in 
the region a major interna-
tional concern.

Baghaei further explained 
that the present negotiations 
are not directly focused on 
Iran’s nuclear programme. 

Instead, nuclear discussions 
would begin during a separate 
60-day negotiation period if 
the broader framework agree-
ment is accepted by both 

sides.
Trump has repeatedly stat-

ed that his primary objective 
is to prevent Iran from devel-
oping nuclear weapons using 
its enriched uranium pro-
gramme. Iranian authorities, 
however, continue to deny 
allegations that they are pur-
suing nuclear arms and insist 
that their nuclear activities 
are intended for peaceful pur-
poses.

Meanwhile, Trump reiterat-
ed that the United States na-
val blockade on Iranian ship-
ping in the Strait of Hormuz 
would remain fully operation-
al until any agreement is for-
mally finalized, verified, and 
signed by both parties.

Ex-SNP chief pleads 
guilty to embezzling 

$540,000
LONDON

 
Former Scottish National Par-
ty chief executive Peter Mur-
rell has pleaded guilty to em-
bezzling more than £400,000 
from the party over a period 
spanning more than a decade.

Peter Murrell entered a 
guilty plea on Monday, admit-
t i n g  t o  e m b e z z l i n g 
£400,310.65 from the Scottish 
National Party between Au-
gust 2010 and January 2023.

The amount was slightly 
lower than the original charge 
filed against him during the 
investigation. Prosecutors 
stated that Murrell diverted 
party funds into his personal 
accounts and used the money 
to finance an expensive life-
style beyond his means.

According to details pre-
sented in court, the misused 
funds were spent on several 
vehicles, a motorhome, and 
products from luxury brands 
including Estee Lauder and 
Harrods. Authorities said the 
purchases demonstrated a 
clear abuse of trust by a senior 
figure entrusted with manag-
ing party finances.

Murrell’s guilty plea comes 
after years of investigation by 
Police Scotland into money 
raised by Scottish indepen-
dence supporters in 2017. The 
donations had reportedly been 
collected for a specific pur-
pose linked to future indepen-
dence campaigning and were 
expected to remain protected 
for that use. Investigators later 
alleged that the funds had been 
redirected for other purposes, 
prompting widespread concern 
among party members and 

supporters.
The scandal also drew atten-

tion because of Murrell’s close 
political connections. He is the 
former husband of Nicola 
Sturgeon, the former First 
Minister of Scotland and one 
of the SNP’s most influential 
leaders. Sturgeon resigned un-
expectedly in 2023, shortly 
before she was arrested as part 
of the same investigation into 
party finances. She was later 
cleared of any wrongdoing in 
March last year.

Police Scotland Assistant 
Chief Constable Stuart Hous-
ton strongly criticized Mur-
rell’s conduct, saying he had 
shown utter contempt for the 
trust placed in him as chief ex-
ecutive of a major political 
party. Houston added that 
Murrell had abused his privi-
leged position within the Scot-
tish political establishment to 
support a lavish lifestyle using 
party money.

The case has proven deeply 
embarrassing for the SNP, a 
party that has long cam-
paigned on transparency and 
public trust while leading the 
movement for Scottish inde-
pendence. Political analysts 
believe the scandal could con-
tinue to damage the party’s 
credibility as it attempts to 
rebuild public confidence 
ahead of future elections.

Prosecutors stated that 
Murrell diverted party 
funds into his personal 
accounts and used the 

money to finance an 
expensive lifestyle 
beyond his means

Iran, Taiwan tensions set to 
dominate Shangri-La Dialogue 
SINGAPORE

 
The ongoing conflict involv-
ing Iran, growing tensions 
surrounding Taiwan, and con-
cerns over the United States’ 
strategic commitments in Asia 
are expected to dominate dis-
cussions at this year’s Shan-
gri-La Dialogue, Asia’s lead-
ing defence and security fo-
rum. 

The annual gathering, 
scheduled from May 29 to 
May 31 in Singapore, will 
bring together defence minis-
ters, military officials, intelli-
gence leaders, diplomats, and 
security experts from across 
the world at a time of mount-
ing geopolitical uncertainty 
and economic instability.

The Shangri-La Dialogue is 
regarded as one of the most 
influential security forums in 
the Asia-Pacific region, offer-
ing world leaders and defence 
officials an opportunity to dis-
cuss regional and global secu-
rity challenges. This year’s 
event comes amid increasing 
concerns over the widening 
conflict involving Iran and its 
potential impact on global sta-
bility, energy supplies, and 
international trade.

Vietnamese President To 
Lam is scheduled to deliver 
the keynote address on the 

opening evening of the forum. 
However, much of the atten-
tion is expected to focus on 
United States Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth, who will 
address delegates while 
Washington continues efforts 
to manage the escalating cri-
sis involving Iran.

The conflict has already 
placed significant pressure on 
the global economy. Iran has 
effectively shut down the 
Strait of Hormuz since fight-
ing began on February 28, se-
verely disrupting one of the 
world’s most critical maritime 
trade routes. The strait normal-
ly carries nearly one-fifth of 
global oil and gas shipments, 
making any disruption a major 
threat to international energy 
markets.

United States President 
Donald Trump recently stated 
that his administration would 
not rush into any agreement 
with Iran despite ongoing dip-

lomatic contacts. Trump also 
confirmed that the United 
States blockade on Iranian 
shipping through the Strait of 
Hormuz would continue until 
a formal agreement is final-
ized and verified.

The situation has raised con-
cerns among several Asian 
allies regarding the United 
States’ ability to maintain its 
commitments in the Indo-Pa-
cific region while also manag-
ing growing crises in the Mid-
dle East and Europe. Ques-
tions are likely to be directed 
at Hegseth over whether 
Washington risks becoming 
overstretched as it balances 
military, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic challenges across mul-
tiple regions simultaneously.

Analysts believe Asian 
countries are increasingly wor-
ried about the unpredictability 
of United States foreign policy 
and the possible consequences 
for regional stability. 

Myanmar military steps up fight 
for rare earth area, border routes
MYANMAR

 
Myanmar ’s  mil i tary has 
launched a series of fresh of-
fensives across key border re-
gions in an apparent attempt to 
regain control over strategic 
t rade  corr idors  and re-
source-rich territories held by 
ethnic armed groups. 

The military’s latest cam-
paigns have primarily targeted 
Kachin State, Chin State, and 
parts of Karen State, according 
to rebel group representatives 
and regional analysts. These 
areas are not only important 
border zones but also contain 
valuable natural resources and 
major trade routes linking 
Myanmar with neighboring 

countries.Kachin State, located 
along the Chinese border, is es-
pecially significant because of 
its deposits of heavy rare-earth 
elements, minerals that are es-
sential for the production of 
advanced technologies includ-
ing electric vehicles, electron-
ics, and defense equipment. 
Control over these mineral-rich 
territories is considered strate-
gically important for both eco-
nomic and military reasons.

In Chin State, which borders 
India, and Karen State near 
Thailand, the military is also 
attempting to secure major 
transportation and communica-
tion corridors that have increas-
ingly fallen under the influence 
of ethnic armed organizations 

in recent years.
State-run newspaper Global 

New Light of Myanmar report-
ed that military chief Ye Win 
Oo recently told soldiers that 
government forces had re-
gained control of Falam town 
in Chin State and secured an 
important route connecting 
Mandalay and Myitkyina in 
Kachin State. These areas are 
regarded as key logistical links 
for trade and military opera-
tions.

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin 
Soe said the military’s strategy 
appears focused on restoring 
control over the country’s main 
trade gateways and transporta-
tion networks. According to 
him, the military leadership.

Philippine rescuers race against time 
a day after deadly building collapse

ANGELES
 

Philippine rescuers were rac-
ing against time on Monday 
in a search for possible signs 
of life more than 24 hours af-
ter the collapse of a building 
under construction in the ‌city 
of Angeles, with crews care-
fully removing rocks and sur-
rounding debris by hand.

The painstaking manual op-
eration around 80 km (50 
miles) north of the capital, 
Manila, underscored the diffi-
culty of the rescue effort, car-
ried out under scorching heat, 
with authorities unable to rely 

on excavators and other ma-
chinery for fear that the unsta-
ble structure could shift fur-
ther and bury any survivors 
deeper beneath the wreckage 
and rubble.

As the delicate search oper-
ations stretched into a second 
day, families waiting near the 
disaster area voiced growing 
frustration and despair, saying 
they were receiving no infor-
mation about the fate of their 
missing loved ones.

My youngest child keeps 
asking, but ⁠I do not have an-
swers, said 47-year old Lea 
Casilao.

‘Trump call 
would be positive; 
no planning talks 
have taken place’

TAIPEI
 

A call between the U.S. and 
Taiwanese leaders would be a 
positive ‌thing but it is up to 
President Donald Trump to 
take the initiative and the two 
sides have not had any plan-
ning talks, Taiwan's foreign 
minister said on Monday.

A call between the two 
leaders would be unprece-
dented and risk roiling Wash-
ington's ties with Beijing, 
which views democratically 
governed Taiwan as its own 
territory. U.S. and Taiwanese 
presidents have not spoken 
directly since Washington 
shifted diplomatic recognition 
⁠to Beijing from Taipei in 
1979.

Trump said again last 
Wednesday he would speak 
with Taiwan President.

LATVIAN LAWMAKER MOVES TO FORM NEW GOVT
RIGA

 
Latvian opposition lawmaker 
Andris Kulbergs of the United 
List said on Monday he aimed 
to form a four-party majority 
government after ‌the ruling 
coalition collapsed this month 
over national security con-
cerns, though a final deal has 
yet to be struck.

The Baltic states, close al-
lies of Kyiv and members of 

NATO, have reported repeat-
ed incursions by Russian 
drones in recent months as 
Ukraine steps up attacks ⁠on 
targets inside Russia, includ-
ing near the Baltic Sea.

Prime Minister Evika Silina 
stepped down after a dispute 
within her coalition over the 
government's handling of the 
drone incursions, triggering 
its collapse just five months 
before a scheduled general 

election.
We have now reached a di-

vision plan, Kulbergs, who 
has been tasked by President 
Edgars Rinkevics with form-
ing a new cabinet, told a press 
conference.

The way we reached this 
solution, a division among 
four ‌partners, ⁠was straightfor-
ward. We had to proceed 
based on the simplest possible 
principles – four partners.

Ukraine strikes 
kill 6 in Russia

KYIV
 

Ukrainian s t r ikes  have 
claimed the lives of six peo-
ple, including two children, in 
Russia-occupied areas of 
Ukraine as well as in Russia's 
border regions of Belgorod 
and Bryansk, local officials 
have confirmed. 

Ukraine attacks followed a 
day after Russia launched an 
attack on Kyiv using a power-
ful hypersonic Oreshnik bal-
listic missile for a third time, 
killing at least four people 
and injuring about 100.

The local Moscow-installed 
administration stated.
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Messi Injury Scare Raises Concern 
Ahead of Argentina’s WC Defence

Inter Miami star exits match early, alarming Argentina ahead tournament
MIAMI

 
Argentina captain Lionel 
Messi sparked concerns over 
his fitness ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup after leaving Inter 
Miami’s Major League Soc-
cer match against Philadel-
phia Union with an apparent 
leg injury.

The 38-year-old football 
icon was substituted in the 
73rd minute after appearing to 
clutch the back of his left leg. 
Messi signalled to the bench 
that he could not continue and 
was immediately replaced be-
fore walking straight down 
the tunnel.

Inter Miami went on to reg-
ister an entertaining 6-4 victo-
ry, but attention quickly shift-
ed from the result to the con-
dition of the eight-time Ballon 
d’Or winner. The club did not 
immediately provide details 
regarding the nature or sever-
ity of the injury.

The timing of the incident 
has intensified concerns in 
Argentina, with the World 
Cup set to begin in less than 
three weeks. Any prolonged 
absence for Messi would rep-
resent a major setback for the 
defending champions, who 
are aiming to retain the title 
they won in Qatar four years 

ago. The tournament is sched-
uled to kick off in Mexico 
City on June 11, with Argen-
tina opening their campaign 
against Algeria in Kansas City 
on June 16.

Sunday’s match was also 
Inter Miami’s final fixture be-
fore Major League Soccer 
pauses for the World Cup, 
leaving limited time for as-
sessment and recovery before 
Argentina’s preparations be-
gin. 

Although Messi has not of-
ficially confirmed his partici-
pation in the tournament, he is 
widely expected to feature in 
what would be a record-equal-

ling sixth World Cup appear-
ance. His presence remains 
central to Argentina’s hopes of 
another successful cam-
paign.

Head coach Lionel 
Scaloni is expected to 
announce Argentina’s 
World Cup squad next 
week. The team will 
then travel to the Unit-
ed States for warm-
u p  m a t c h e s 
against Hondu-
ras in Texas on 
June 6 and Ice-
land on June 
9. Messi has 
enjoyed an-

other productive season with 
Inter Miami and continues to 
be the focal point of both club 
and country despite ap-

proaching his 39th birth-
day.

For now, Argentina 
supporters will anxious-
ly await updates from 

Inter Miami’s medical 
staff, hoping the 

injury proves 
m i n o r  a n d 
d o e s  n o t 
jeopardise 
the nation’s 
World Cup 
t i t l e  de -
fence.

Haaland Wins 
Third Golden Boot 

in Four Seasons
MANCHESTER

 
Erling Haaland added another 
milestone to his growing list 
of achievements by securing 
the Premier League Golden 
Boot for the third time in four 
seasons, reaffirming his status 
as one of world football’s 
most prolific goal scorers.

The Manchester City striker 
finished the 2025-26 Premier 
League season with 27 goals, 
comfortably topping the scor-
ing charts despite missing 
City’s final match of the cam-
paign, a 2-1 defeat to Aston 
Villa.

Haaland ended the season 
five goals ahead of 
Brentford forward 
Igor Thiago, who 
finished second 
with 22 goals. No 
other player in the 
league managed to 
reach the 20-goal 
mark, underlining the 
Norwegian’s dominance in 
front of goal.

The award marks Haaland’s 
third Golden Boot since arriv-
ing in England. He first won 
the accolade during the 2022-
23 season when he shattered 
records with 36 goals, the 
highest tally in a single Pre-
mier League campaign. He 
followed that feat by finishing 
as the league’s leading scorer 
again in the 2023-24 season 
with 27 goals.

Last season, the Golden 
Boot was claimed by Liver-
pool star Mohamed Salah, 
who scored 29 goals. Haaland 
has now reclaimed the award 

and further strengthened his 
reputation as one of the most 
consistent strikers in modern 
football.

Since joining Manchester 
City, Haaland has transformed 
the club’s attack with his ex-
traordinary finishing ability, 
physical presence and re-
markable consistency. His 
goals have played a crucial 

role in City’s domestic and 
European successes 

over the past four 
years.

The achievement 
also comes at an 
important moment 
in the striker’s ca-

reer as he prepares 
for his first FIFA World 

Cup appearance with Nor-
way. Norway’s qualification 
for the tournament has gener-
ated considerable excitement, 
with Haaland expected to 
spearhead the nation’s attack 
on football’s biggest stage.

At just 25 years old, Haa-
land continues to rewrite re-
cords and establish himself 
among the elite forwards of 
his generation. With three 
Golden Boots already to his 
name and many years ahead 
of him, the Norwegian ap-
pears poised to remain a dom-
inant force in English football 
and international competition 
for the foreseeable future.

Manchester City striker 
continues remarkable 

scoring dominance 
across English football.

Antonelli Extends F1 Dominance 
with 4TH Straight Victory in Canada
MONTREAL

 
Italian teenager Kimi Antonelli con-
tinued his remarkable rise in Formula 
One by claiming his fourth consecu-
tive victory at the Canadian Grand 
Prix, capitalising on a dramatic engine 
failure that forced Mercedes team-
mate George Russell out of conten-
tion. The 19-year-old Mercedes star 
emerged victorious after an intense 
wheel-to-wheel battle with Russell 
that dominated the opening half of the 
race at Circuit Gilles Villeneuve. 

The two drivers repeatedly ex-
changed the lead in a thrilling contest, 
pushing their cars to the limit and 
coming perilously close to contact on 
several occasions. The battle was ul-

timately decided when Russell suf-
fered an engine failure after 30 laps, 
ending his hopes of victory and clear-
ing the path for Antonelli to secure 
another memorable win.

“It was a really fun battle with 
George. We were both on the limit, 
and it was a shame his race ended 
that way because it could have been 
an incredible fight until the finish,” 
Antonelli said after the race.

The victory further strengthened 
Antonelli’s grip on the champion-
ship. Having won races in China, 
Japan and Miami after Russell’s sea-
son-opening triumph in Australia, the 
young Italian now leads the stand-
ings by 43 points after five rounds of 
the 22-race season.

Tearful Kostyuk Overcomes Emotional 
Ordeal to Reach French Open Second Round
PARIS

 
Ukrainian tennis player Marta Kostyuk pro-
duced one of the most courageous performanc-
es of her career at the French Open after over-
coming deep emotional distress to reach the 
second round at Roland Garros.

The 15th seed defeated Oksana Selekhmete-
va 6-2, 6-3 on Sunday, but revealed afterward 
that she had learned earlier in the day that a 
missile strike had narrowly missed her parents’ 
home in Ukraine.

Speaking during an emotional post-match 
interview, the 23-year-old fought back tears as 
she described the difficult circumstances she 
faced before stepping onto the court.

According to Kostyuk, a missile destroyed a 
building just 100 metres from her family’s res-
idence. Her mother, sister and great-
aunt were among 17 people in the 
house at the time of the attack, but 
fortunately escaped unharmed.

“This was one of the most dif-
ficult matches of my career,” 
Kostyuk said. “I spent part of the 
morning crying because I couldn't 
stop thinking about what might have 
happened.”

The Ukrainian admitted she felt 
physically sick after receiving the 
news and struggled to focus on tennis. Despite 
the emotional burden, she decided to compete, 
drawing inspiration from the resilience 
shown daily by people in her war-torn 
homeland.

After securing victory, Kostyuk received 
warm applause from spectators. As she ad-
dressed the crowd, she became emotional once 
again while explaining how Ukrainians con-
tinue to persevere despite immense hardships.

“My biggest example is the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” she said. “I woke up and saw people 
continuing with their lives and helping 
others de- spite everything they 
face.”

Kostyuk’s victory was one of several notable 
results on the opening day 

of the tournament. In the 
evening session, 24-time 
Grand Slam champion 

Novak Djokovic defeated 
Frenchman Giovanni Mpet-
shi Perricard in four sets to 
register another milestone 

victory.
Elsewhere, second seed Al-

exander Zverev advanced com-
fortably, while former US 
Open champion Emma Radu-
canu suffered an early exit.

Kostyuk will next face 
American Katie Volynets for 
a place in the third round. 
However, regardless of what 
follows, her first-round tri-
umph will be remembered as 
a testament to extraordinary 

resilience and determination in 
the face of personal anguish and 

uncertainty.

Djokovic Downs 
Home Favourite 
in French Open 

Opener
PARIS

 
Twenty-four-time Grand Slam 
champion Novak Djokovic 
demonstrated his trademark 
resilience and experience by 
overcoming a slow start and a 
partisan crowd to secure a 
hard-fought first-round victo-
ry at the French Open.

The 39-year-old Serbian 
rallied from a set down to de-
feat French wildcard Giovan-
ni Mpetshi Perricard 5-7, 7-5, 
6-1, 6-4 in a gripping contest 
lasting two hours and 51 min-
utes on Court Philippe-Chatri-
er. Playing in his record 82nd 
Grand Slam tournament, 
Djokovic faced a difficult 
challenge against the 22-year-
old home favourite, who en-
joyed overwhelming support 
from the Paris crowd. Mpetshi 
Perricard’s powerful serve and 
aggressive play troubled the 
Serbian throughout the open-
ing set, which the Frenchman 
sealed with consecutive aces, 
including one clocked at 223 
kmph.

“Playing a French player on 
centre court at Roland Garros 
is never easy,” Djokovic said 
after the match. “The crowd 
gets involved and you defi-
nitely feel the pressure.”

Despite struggling to create 
opportuni t ies  ear ly on, 
Djokovic gradually found his 
rhythm. After failing to con-
vert several break points, he 
finally broke serve late in the 
second set to level the match 
and shift the momentum firm-
ly in his favour.

The turning point came af-
ter nearly two hours of intense 
competition. Once the match 
was level, Djokovic’s superior 
fitness, experience and consis-
tency began to wear down his 
younger opponent.

Mpetshi Perricard, ranked 
80th in the world, appeared to 
lose energy as the match pro-
gressed, while Djokovic grew 
stronger with every set.

Fernandes Sets New Premier 
League Assist Record on Final Day
BRIGHTON

 
Manchester United captain 
Bruno Fernandes etched his 
name into Premier League 
history by setting a new 
single-season assists record 
during United’s final league 
match against Brighton & 
Hove Albion.

The Portuguese midfield-
er registered his 21st assist 
of the campaign, surpassing 
the previous record of 20 
jointly held by Arsenal leg-
end Thierry Henry and for-
mer Manchester City star 
Kevin De Bruyne.

Fernandes achieved the 
milestone in the 32nd min-
ute when his perfectly de-
livered corner was headed 
home by teammate Patrick 
Dorgu, giving Manchester 
United a 1-0 lead at the 
Amex Stadium.

The moment sparked cel-
ebrations among the visit-
ing players, who rushed to 
congratulate their captain 
after he became the most 
prolific creator in Premier 
League history over a sin-
gle season.

The achievement came 
just a day after Fernandes 
was named the Premier 
League Player of the Sea-
son, capping an outstanding 
individual campaign in 
which he consistently drove 
Manchester United’s attack 
with goals, assists and lead-
ership.

Having entered the final 
round level with Henry and 
De Bruyne on 20 assists, 
Fernandes needed only one 
decisive contribution to 
claim the record outright. 
He delivered in trademark 
fashion, producing another 
pinpoint set-piece that 
highlighted the vision and 

technical quality that have 
defined his season.

Throughout the cam-
paign, Fernandes has been 
the creative heartbeat of 
Manchester United, com-
bining his passing range, 
intelligence and work rate 
to influence matches across 
t he  l e ague .  H i s  r e -
cord-breaking tally under-
lines the extent of his con-
tribution to the club’s suc-
cess this season.

The milestone places 
Fernandes alongside some 
of the Premier League’s 
greatest playmakers. Hen-
ry’s 20-assist season for 
Arsenal was long regarded 
as one of the finest creative 
campaigns in English foot-
ball, while De Bruyne 
matched the feat during his 
peak years at Manchester 
City.

Now, Fernandes stands 
alone at the top.

At 31, the Portugal inter-
national continues to per-
form at the highest level 
and remains one of the 
most influential midfielders 
in world football. His latest 
record serves as further 
proof of his importance to 
Manchester United and his 
ability to produce decisive 
moments on the biggest 
stage.

With 21 assists and a 
Player of the Season award, 
Fernandes has completed 
one of the most memorable 
individual campaigns in 
Premier League history.

Swara Lakshmi Nair Scripts History as B’luru’s First Woman International Master
BENGALURU

 
Nineteen-year-old Swara 
Lakshmi Nair has created his-
tory by becoming Bengaluru’s 
first Woman International 
Master (WIM) and only the 
second woman from Karnata-
ka to earn the prestigious title.

Swara achieved the mile-
stone after drawing with Slo-
venian International Master 
Domen Krumpacnik in the 

ninth round of the Ptuj Inter-
national Masters Tournament 
earlier this month, completing 
the requirements needed for 
the title.

The achievement marks a 
significant moment for Kar-
nataka chess, following the 
success of Isha Sharma, who 
became the state's first Wom-
an International Master in 
2019. Expressing her delight, 
Swara described the accom-

plishment as both rewarding 
and motivating.

“It’s a great feeling. Being 
the first from Bengaluru and 
only the second from Karna-
taka is very empowering. I 
have worked hard for this, 
and it gives me confidence to 
pursue my future goal of be-
coming a Grandmaster,” she 
said. Swara’s journey to the 
title has been built on consis-
tent performances over the 

past year. She secured her 
first WIM norm at the Sardin-
ia World Chess Festival Open 
A in May 2025 after defeating 
Switzerland’s Gut Rafael in 
the eighth round. During the 
same event, she also crossed 
the important 2200 Elo rating 
mark.

Her second norm came at 
the Grand Hotel Kielce Open 
A tournament in Poland in 
July 2025.

Meena Breaks Nat’l Pole Vault Record, Secures Commonwealth Games Berth
RANCHI

 
Indian pole vaulter Dev Mee-
na delivered a record-break-
ing performance at the Feder-
ation Athletics Champion-
ships, rewriting the men’s 
national pole vault record and 
securing qualification for the 
Commonwealth Games.

In one of the most thrilling 
contests of the meet at the 
Birsa Munda Stadium, Meena 
cleared 5.45m to surpass the 
previous national record of 
5.41m set earlier this month 

by his training partner 
Kuldeep Kumar. The two ath-
letes pushed each other 
throughout the competition, 
both successfully clearing 
5.45m before failing at 
5.50m.

Meena was declared the 
winner on countback, having 
registered fewer total misses 
than Kuldeep. 

The result earned both ath-
letes coveted spots in India’s 
Commonweal th  Games 
squad.

“We did our best today and 

gave each other a good fight. 
We will continue to keep up 
our fight in order to improve 
further,” Meena said after the 
event.

Kuldeep welcomed the 
healthy rivalry, saying, “We 
are still learning this technical 
sport and we will improve.”

The championships also 
saw long jumper M. Sree-
shankar return to top form, 
leaping 8.08m in his third at-
tempt to clinch gold and qual-
ify for the Commonwealth 
Games. His performance 

comfortably crossed the qual-
ification mark of 8.05m.

In the high jump, Sarvesh 
Kushare cleared 2.28m to 
equal the meet record and 
book his place for the Games. 
He narrowly missed breaking 
Tejaswin Shankar’s national 
record of 2.29m.

Elsewhere, veteran Olympi-
an Sandeep Kumar was 
awarded the men’s 10,000m 
race walk title after initial 
winner Nitin Gupta was dis-
qualified for receiving assis-
tance during the race.

AI-Generated 
Fan Anthems 

Take Over World 
Cup Build-Up

MONTREAL
 

As excitement builds ahead of 
the FIFA World Cup, football 
fans are turning to artificial 
intelligence to create viral 
songs supporting their nation-
al teams, sparking a new trend 
across social media platforms.

AI-generated anthems ded-
icated to countries such as 
France, Brazil, Portugal, Ar-
gentina and Germany have 
amassed millions of views 
and streams on YouTube, Tik-
Tok and Instagram. Many of 
the fan-made tracks have 
gained more online traction 
than some of the tournament’s 
official musical releases.

The trend began with the 
French anthem “Imbattables,” 
created by AI music producer 
Crystalo. 

Its popularity inspired a 
wave of similar songs featur-
ing catchy beats, player name 
chants and tributes to star 
footballers such as Kylian 
Mbappe, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi.

Brazilian producer Guil-
herme Maia, known as M4IA, 
said AI helped him develop 
parts of his anthem but 
stressed that human creativity 
remained central to the pro-
duction process.

“AI opens up exciting pos-
sibilities, but there must still 
be respect for authorship and 
copyright,” Maia said.

The phenomenon has also 
reignited debate within the 
music industry. 

Experts argue that while AI 
can quickly generate engag-
ing content, questions remain 
about ownership, artist com-
pensation and the use of 
copyrighted material to train 
AI models.

Jason Palamara, a music 
technology expert at Indiana 
University, noted that AI-gen-
erated music often lacks the 
complexity and texture of tra-
ditionally produced songs. 
However, he acknowledged 
that many listeners are drawn 
more to the novelty and ener-
gy of the tracks than to artistic 
depth.

Music rights specialist Mor-
gan Hayduk said fan anthems 
represent a clear use case for 
AI-generated music, especial-
ly for sporting events where 
simple, catchy songs can 
unite supporters.
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India enters Wi-Fi 7 era as TP-link starts local manufacturing
WI-FI 7 GEAR PRODUCTION

QUICK READ
SIDBI must evolve 

from lender to ‘market 
maker’: FM

Ethanol-based  
stove cheaper than 

LPG: Gadkari

Mumbai
Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on 

Monday said that stand-
ard products cannot serve 
non-standard businesses 
as the minister urged the 

Small Industries Develop-
ment Bank of India (SID-

BI) to redesign lending 
models according to the 

unique business cycles of 
MSMEs and startups. Ad-

dressing an event here, 
the Finance Minister said 
SIDBI’s role must expand 
beyond that of a lender to 
becoming a market mak-
er and risk-sharing part-

ner for India’s MSME eco-
system. SIDBI’s role must 
now expand from being 

only a lender to becoming 
a market maker and 

risk-sharing partner for In-
dia’s MSME and startup 
ecosystem, FM Sithara-

man stated.

New Delhi
Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 

Nitin Gadkari has unveiled 
an indigenous etha-

nol-based cooking stove 
technology that he said 

can produce cooking 
flames at a lower cost 

than commercial LPG cyl-
inders, while also an-

nouncing a Rs 40-crore 
initiative to promote sci-

entific temperament 
among young Indians. 

Speaking at an event in 
Nagpur, Gadkari said the 
new technology uses a 

blend of ethanol and wa-
ter to generate flames 

suitable for cooking pur-
poses. By mixing 7 per 
cent ethanol in water, 

stove-like flames are gen-
erated, and it is cheaper 
than cooking gas. It is in-
digenous to our country, 

the minister said.

Rajasthan key to India's critical mineral demand
One of the most significant developments is unfolding in the Siwana Ring Complex located in Balotra district

JAIPUR

Rajasthan, traditionally recog-
nized for its rich cultural her-
itage, tourism, handicrafts, 
and desert landscapes, is rap-
idly transforming into a key 
pillar of India’s strategic re-
source and industrial security.

One of the most significant 
developments is unfolding in 
the Siwana Ring Complex lo-
cated in Balotra district. The 
massive geological formation, 
spread over nearly 750 square 
km, is an ancient volcanic cal-
dera that has recently attract-
ed national attention due to 
the discovery of valuable crit-
ical minerals and rare earth 
elements.

Geological surveys con-

ducted in the region have 
identified substantial deposits 
of Rare Earth Elements, 
Heavy Rare Earth Elements, 
and other strategic rare metals 
across several exploration 
blocks. The Union Ministry 
of Mines has already assigned 
detailed technical evaluation 
work to specialized agencies 
for three major blocks within 
the complex, indicating that 
the exploration process has 
moved into a more advanced 
stage.

The discoveries are consid-
ered highly significant be-
cause many of the identified 
minerals have direct applica-
tions in advanced technology 
and defense industries. Min-
erals such as Niobium, Zirco-

nium, and Hafnium are re-
garded as essential materials 
for sectors including aero-
space engineering, missile 
technology, nuclear energy 
systems, superconducting 
equipment, robotics, micro-
electronics, and electric vehi-

cle manufacturing.
These resources have be-

come increasingly important 
globally as countries compete 
to secure stable supplies of 
critical minerals required for 
semiconductors, clean energy 
technologies, batteries, and 

defense production. India cur-
rently depends heavily on im-
ports for several of these ma-
terials, making domestic dis-
coveries strategically valuable 
for long-term economic and 
national security planning.

Experts believe the reserves 
in Rajasthan could signifi-
cantly strengthen India’s 
self-reliance goals under the 
National Critical Minerals 
Mission. The mission aims to 
build secure domestic supply 
chains for strategic minerals 
and reduce vulnerability to 
global market disruptions and 
geopolitical pressures.

In addition to mineral ex-
ploration, western Rajasthan 
has also witnessed the discov-
ery of new natural gas re-

serves in Jaisalmer, further 
enhancing the state’s role in 
India’s energy security frame-
work. The combination of 
critical mineral wealth and 
energy resources is expected 
to attract large-scale industrial 
investments and advanced 
manufacturing projects in the 
coming years.

Recognizing the strategic 
importance of these develop-
ments, Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Bhajan Lal Sharma has 
directed state officials to 
speed up work related to the 
Siwana project. The govern-
ment has also appointed a 
dedicated nodal officer to co-
ordinate with central agencies 
involved in exploration and 
development activities.

‘India’s ethanol blending expansion 
reducing crude oil dependence’

The govt recognized 
the importance of  

transitioning towards 
alternative energy 

sources and has since 
been working closely 
with public sector oil 

companies

NEW DELHI

India’s digital connectivity 
ecosystem received a boost on 
Monday as TP-Link India an-
nounced the commencement 
of local manufacturing of its 
Wi-Fi 7 product portfolio in 
the nation, aligning with the 
government’s push for do-
mestic electronics production 
and next-generation telecom 
infrastructure.

The company said it has be-
gun manufacturing Wi-Fi 7 
devices in India with the Om-
ada EAP770 enterprise access 
point, which is one of the ear-
ly moves by a global net-

working brand to localise pro-
duction of the new-generation 
standard following the De-
partment of Telecommunica-
tions’ decision to delicense 
the lower 6 GHz spectrum 
band.

Earlier in January, the gov-
ernment’s notification opened 
up 500 MHz of spectrum in 
the 5925–6425 MHz band for 
licence-exempt usage.

Nearly 92 per cent of its 
product portfolio sold in India 
is already manufactured local-
ly through domestic EMS 
partners, and the company 
aims to increase this level to 
96–97 per cent over the next 

three years, according to TP-
Link India.

The company stated that the 
latest move will strengthen 
India’s position in the global 
networking supply chain and 
support the expansion of 
high-speed, low-latency con-

nectivity required for cloud 
computing, AI-driven applica-
tions, Internet of Things (IoT) 
ecosystems and high-density 
digital environments.

Wi-Fi 7 technology is ex-
pected to significantly im-
prove network capacity, reli-
ability and performance, par-
ticularly in sectors such as 
education, healthcare, hospi-
tality, retail and enterprise 
campuses, it added.

Sanjay Sehgal, MD and 
CEO, TP-Link India, said the 
localisation of Wi-Fi 7 prod-
ucts reflects the company’s 
long-term commitment to In-
dia’s digital infrastructure am-

bitions and the vision of ‘Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’.

He added that the opening 
of the 6 GHz band marks a 
transformative phase for en-
terprise connectivity in India, 
with the company investing 
further in manufacturing ca-
pabilities, R&D and partner 
development.

The company noted that it 
will gradually expand its lo-
cally manufactured Wi-Fi 7 
portfolio across indoor, out-
door and in-wall access 
points, with plans to serve 
both domestic demand and 
select international markets in 
the future.

‘Mining agencies should 
speed up projects for 

India’s mineral security’
NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Coal and 
Mines G. Kishan Reddy on 
Monday instructed all mining 
and exploration agencies un-
der the Ministry of Mines to 
accelerate pending projects 
and adopt a mission-oriented 
approach to strengthen India’s 
mineral security and long-
term strategic growth. 

The review meetings in-
volved senior officials from 
major institutions including 
the Geological Survey of In-
dia, the National Institute of 
Rock Mechanics, the Indian 
Bureau of Mines, and the Re-
mote Sensing and Aerial Sur-
vey division. Discussions fo-
cused on speeding up mineral 
exploration activities, expand-
ing scientific and technologi-
cal capabilities, promoting 
sustainable mining practices, 
and improving coordination 
among institutions involved 
in resource development.

Addressing officials during 
the meetings, Kishan Reddy 
stressed that all organizations 
must ensure faster execution 
of projects and deliver visible 
outcomes. He said the Gov-

ernment of India expects 
speed, efficiency, and ac-
countability from agencies 
working in the mining and 
exploration sector, especially 
at a time when critical miner-
als are becoming increasingly 
important for economic and 
strategic security worldwide.

He reviewed ongoing ex-
ploration projects and techno-
logical advancements related 
to critical and strategic miner-
als such as Rare Earth Ele-
ments, lithium, nickel, cobalt, 
tungsten, vanadium, and Plat-
inum Group Elements. These 
minerals are considered es-
sential for industries includ-
ing clean energy, electric ve-
hicles, semiconductors, aero-
space, telecommunications, 
and defense manufacturing.

Officials from various 
agencies presented updates on 
resource augmentation, min-
eral targeting, scientific sur-
veys, geospatial technologies, 
and advanced exploration sys-
tems currently being imple-
mented across the country. 
The discussions also covered 
efforts aimed at strengthening 
India’s self-reliance in strate-
gic mineral supply chains.

Army Hosp commissions 
modern radiotherapy tech

NEW DELHI

A Ring Gantry-based Linear 
Accelerator was commis-
sioned into the Department of 
Radiation Oncology at Army 
Hospital Research & Referral, 
Delhi, to strengthen cancer 
care services and improve ac-
cess to advanced radiotherapy 
for serving personnel, veterans 
and their dependents, an offi-
cial statement said on Monday.
   It is expected to enhance in-
house treatment capacity for 
the significant patient load at 
the hospital, a release from the 

Ministry of Defence said. 
  The Linear Accelerator is ca-
pable of delivering modern 
radiotherapy techniques in-
cluding Volumetric Modulated 
Arc Therapy, Intensity-Modu-
lated Radiation Therapy, Im-
age-Guided Radiation Thera-
py, Stereotactic Body Radia-
tion Therapy and Stereotactic 
Radiosurgery. It enables pre-
cise delivery of radiation to 
tumour sites while minimising 
exposure to surrounding nor-
mal tissues, thereby supporting 
improved treatment outcomes 
and patient care.

GI-TAGGED CRAFTS FROM STATE 
TO FEATURE AT VIBRANT GUJARAT
VADODARA

Traditional handicrafts and 
GI-tagged products from Cen-
t ra l  Gujara t ,  inc luding 
Ahmedabad’s Sodagari Block 
Print, Mata ni Pachedi and 
Agates of Cambay, are expect-
ed to be showcased alongside 
industrial investment opportu-
nities at the upcoming Vibrant 
Gujarat Regional Conference 
in Vadodara later this June.

The conference, scheduled 
for the last week of June, is 
being positioned as both an 
industrial and cultural plat-
form for the region, with or-
ganisers highlighting products 
that have received Geograph-
ical Indication (GI) tags or are 
undergoing the registration 
process.

Officials said the initiative 
aligns with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 'Vocal for 
Local' campaign and the 
broader 'Viksit Bharat@2047' 
vision, aimed at strengthening 
traditional industries and con-
necting local artisans with 
global markets.

Among the products to be 
featured is Ahmedabad So-
dagari Block Print, a centu-
ries-old hand-block textile 
printing tradition practised by 
artisans in the Jamalpur. The 
craft, associated with the Ch-
hipa community, received a 
GI tag in 2024.

Mata ni Pachedi, a sacred 
textile art traditionally created 
by the Devipujak community, 
is also expected to feature 
prominently. The craft, which 
involves painting images of 
deities on cloth, is widely 
practised in Ahmedabad and 
Kheda districts and received 
GI recognition in 2023.

Other GI-tagged crafts from 
the region include Pithora 
Painting, a ritual mural art 
practised by Rathwa, Bhil and 
Bhilala tribal communities in 
Chhota Udepur and Panchma-
hal districts. Known for its 
vivid colours and symbolic 
imagery, the art form received 
a GI tag in 2021.

The conference will also 
showcase Pethapur Printing 
Blocks from Gandhinagar dis-

trict, a wood-carving craft 
practised for more than 300 
years and recognised with a 
GI tag in 2018. Agates of 
Cambay, the semi-precious 
stone craft associated with 
Khambhat in Anand district, 
will also be displayed. The 
craft, historically linked to the 
Harappan civilisation, re-
ceived GI status in 2008.

Sankheda Furniture from 
Vadodara district, known for 
its lacquered maroon-and-gold 
finish and intricate teak wood 
craftsmanship by the Khara-
di-Suthar community, is an-
other key product expected to 
be highlighted. It also re-
ceived a GI tag in 2008.

Officials said bead work 
from Dahod and Khambhat 
kites, both currently under the 
GI registration process, may 
also be exhibited during the 
conference.

Apart from cultural and 
handicraft expos, the VGRC 
will host vendor development 
events, reverse buyer-seller 
meets, trade exhibitions and 
sector-specific pavilions.

India’s data centre sector 
revenue projected to touch 

$45.69 billion by 2033
NEW DELHI

India’s data centre industry is 
entering a phase of accelerat-
ed expansion and the country's 
total data centre sector reve-
nue is pegged to reach about 
$45.69 billion by 2033, a re-
port said on Monday.

The report from KPMG in 
India said that the accelerated 
expansion of specialised infra-
structure is driven by AI driv-
en workloads, rising cloud 
adoption, widespread 5G roll-
out and data localisation re-
quirements.

The AI optimised data cen-
tre market, valued at roughly 
$588.6 million in 2024, is pro-
jected to reach approximately 
$3.55 billion by 2030 at an 
estimated compound annual 
growth rate of 35.1 per cent.

The report added that the 
sector’s principal challenge is 
no longer demand but the in-
creasing complexity of deliv-
ering scalable, compliant, and 
operationally integrated infra-
structure solutions.

Traditional infrastructure 
designs based on legacy 
air-cooling systems are prov-
ing inadequate for modern 
GPU intensive AI workloads, 
as AI ready facilities require 
specialised liquid cooling and 
high density power distribu-
tion.

The Digital Personal Data 
Protection (DPDP) Act 2023 
is accelerating the need for 

local data residency infra-
structure and compliant data 
processing architectures, the 
report noted.

India’s data centre industry 
is moving into a new phase of 
accelerated growth driven by 
AI led workloads, cloud adop-
tion, and evolving data locali-
sation requirements, said KG 
Purushothaman, Head – Digi-
tal Solutions and National 
Leader – Artificial Intelli-
gence, KPMG in India.

As infrastructure demand 
increases, the market will re-
quire integrated execution 
models that can combine en-
gineering capabilities, AI 
readiness, regulatory under-
standing, and operational ac-
countability to support large 
scale and future ready digital 
infrastructure development, he 
added.

The report highlighted that 
the market is increasingly 
shifting away from frag-
mented service provider 
models towards an integrated 
lifecycle partner approach 
that combines planning, 
building, deployment, oper-
ationalisation, and mainte-
nance under a single ac-
countability framework.

ESG considerations are in-
creasingly influencing invest-
ment attractiveness, with op-
erators focusing on renewable 
energy integration, efficient 
power usage, and sustainable 
infrastructure models.

NEW DELHI

India’s growing focus on eth-
anol blending and renewable 
energy development is play-
ing a crucial role in reducing 
the country’s dependence on 
imported crude oil, former 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited Chairman and Man-
aging Director Krishnakumar 
Gopalan said on Monday.

Speaking about India’s 
evolving fuel and energy 
strategy, Gopalan noted that 
nearly 85% of the country’s 
crude oil requirement is cur-
rently met through imports. 
This heavy dependence on 
foreign oil supplies makes 
the Indian economy highly 
sensitive to international geo-
political developments and 
sudden changes in global 
crude prices.

According to Gopalan, the 
government recognized the 
importance of transitioning 
towards alternative energy 
sources at an early stage and 
has since been working close-
ly with public sector oil com-
panies to reduce risks associ-
ated with high import depen-

dence.
One of the key initiatives in 

this direction has been the in-
troduction of ethanol blending 
in petrol. India has already 
implemented a 20 percent eth-
anol blending target, which is 
aimed at lowering crude oil 
consumption while also sup-
porting domestic agricultural 
and biofuel industries. Gopal-
an said efforts are underway 
to further accelerate the 
blending programme in the 
coming years.

He explained that ethanol 
blending represents a signifi-
cant step toward reducing In-
dia’s reliance on imported 
crude oil. In addition, the 

country has been rapidly ex-
panding investments in re-
newable energy sectors in-
cluding solar power, wind 
energy, and green hydrogen 
technologies.

Gopalan also pointed to 
emerging plans for hydrogen 
retail outlets as part of India’s 
broader clean energy transi-
tion. The development of hy-
drogen infrastructure is being 
viewed as an important future 
component of sustainable 
transportation and industrial 
energy use.

Despite global uncertainty 
and fluctuations in energy 
markets, Gopalan praised In-
dian oil marketing companies 
for successfully maintaining 
stable fuel supplies across the 
country. He said instances of 

fuel shortages have remained 
extremely limited and were 
mostly confined to localized 
disruptions.

According to him, oil com-
panies have managed supply 
chains efficiently even during 
periods of international vola-
tility, ensuring uninterrupted 
fuel availability for consum-
ers and industries.

Addressing the issue of fuel 
pricing, Gopalan revealed that 
oil marketing companies have 
absorbed a substantial share 
of rising global crude oil costs 
instead of passing the entire 
burden on to consumers. He 
estimated that current un-
der-recovery on petrol stands 
at approximately Rs 13 to Rs 
14 per litre, while diesel un-
der-recovery is around Rs 38 
per litre.

He added that recent easing 
in crude oil prices offers pos-
itive signs for the economy. 
Gopalan said ongoing interna-
tional negotiations and im-
proving market conditions 
could help stabilize fuel pric-
es further and reduce pressure 
on oil companies as well as 
consumers.
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Royals eye fearless cricket against formidable 
Sunrisers Hyderabad in high-stakes IPL Eliminator 

clash at Mullanpur on May 27.

RCB’s Batting Firepower Meets GT’s 
Bowling Might in IPL Qualifier 1

Both teams enter the knockout clash level on points, chasing finals berth
DHARAMSHALA

 
Defending champions Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) 
will face Gujarat Titans (GT) 
in a high-stakes IPL 2026 
Qualifier 1 on Tuesday, with 
a direct ticket to the final on 
the line. While both teams 
finished the league stage with 
18 points from 14 matches, 
RCB secured the top position 
thanks to a superior net run 
rate.

The clash promises to be a 
fascinating contest between 
two of the most balanced 
sides of the season. 

RCB have built their cam-
paign around explosive bat-
ting and a significantly im-
proved bowling attack, while 
GT have relied on a disci-
plined bowling unit backed by 
a formidable top order.

Led by Rajat Patidar, RCB 
repeatedly crossed the 200-
run mark during the season 
and have benefited from the 
consistency of Virat Kohli at 
the top of the order. The re-
turn of Philip Salt adds fur-

ther depth and aggression to 
the batting line-up. Their 
bowling, spearheaded by Josh 
Hazlewood and Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, has also delivered in 
crucial moments, helping the 
team defend totals and win 

tight contests.
RCB will take confidence 

from their familiarity with 
conditions in Dharamshala, 
where they registered an im-
portant victory over Punjab 
Kings earlier this month.

Gujarat Titans, captained by 
Shubman Gill, have surged 
into the playoffs on the 
strength of their relentless 
bowling attack. The top-order 
trio of Gill, Sai Sudharsan and 
Jos Buttler has provided sta-
bility and firepower, laying 
the foundation for several vic-
tories.

However, GT’s biggest 
strength remains its bowling. 
Mohammed Siraj, Kagiso 
Rabada and Prasidh Krishna 
have consistently troubled op-
position batters with the new 
ball, while Rashid Khan and 
Sai Kishore have effectively 

controlled the middle overs. 
The Titans enter the knockout 
match with momentum after 
crushing Chennai Super 
Kings by 89 runs in their final 
league fixture.

Several individual battles 
could shape the outcome. 
Kohli’s duel with Rabada, 
Salt’s aggressive approach 
against former RCB pacer 
Siraj, and the contest between 
Hazlewood-Bhuvneshwar and 
GT’s top order are expected 
to be decisive.

With both teams packed 
with match-winners and sep-
arated only by net run rate, 
Qualifier 1 promises to be a 
thrilling battle between 
RCB’s batting depth and GT’s 
relentless bowling machine. 

The match begins at 
7.30 pm IST.

Parag’s Brave Calls 
Power RR into 

IPL 2026 Playoffs

MUMBAI
 

Rajasthan Royals captain Ri-
yan Parag credited a series of 
bold tactical decisions and 
instinctive leadership for his 
team's dramatic entry into the 
IPL 2026 playoffs after a con-
vincing 30-run victory over 
Mumbai Indians.

The Royals posted a com-
petitive 205 for eight before 
restricting Mumbai Indians to 
175 for nine, securing the fi-
nal playoff spot and eliminat-
ing Punjab Kings and Kolkata 
Knight Riders from the tour-
nament.

Parag said he prefers trust-
ing his instincts over statistics 
when making crucial deci-
sions on the field.

“I've taken a lot of brave 
calls this season, that's how I 
like to lead. I thought only 
Jofra Archer could get Hardik 
Pandya, and that's what hap-
pened. I always trust my in-
stincts in real-time situa-
tions,” Parag said.

One of those decisions 
proved decisive as Archer 
was promoted up the bat-
ting order and responded 
with a quickfire 32 off 15 
balls. The England pacer 
then starred with the 
ball, claiming three 
wickets for 17 
runs, including 
the prized scalps 
of Rohit Sharma 
and Hardik Pan-
dya, earning the 

Player of the Match award.
Parag admitted that while 

the result was satisfying, the 
team still had areas to im-
prove. He explained that the 
decision to reshuffle the bat-
ting order was aimed at main-
taining scoring momentum 
and ensuring experienced bat-
ters stayed longer at the 
crease.

The Royals skipper also re-
vealed that he was not fully fit 
and had initially been advised 
to miss the match. However, 
he expressed confidence 
about returning for the play-
offs and praised Archer and 
Ravindra Jadeja for their 
fighting spirit.

Rajasthan Royals Director 
of Cricket Kumar Sangakkara 
applauded the bowlers for ex-
ecuting their plans under pres-
sure. He said the decision to 
promote Archer was a calcu-
lated gamble based on the 
all-rounder’s ability to change 
games quickly.

Sangakkara also praised 
young spinner Yash Raj Pun-
ja, who impressed with two 
wickets against a strong 
Mumbai batting line-up.

Mumbai Indians captain 
Hardik Pandya felt his side 
conceded 10 to 15 runs too 
many and paid the price for 

losing wickets regularly 
during the chase.

With momentum on 
their side, Rajasthan 

R o y a l s now head 
in to  the 
playoffs 
believing 
they can 
challenge 
f o r  t h e 

IPL 2026 
title.

RR skipper’s bold 
decisions and 

Archer’s brilliance 
seal playoff  berth

Sangakkara urges aggressive 
RR approach against SRH

MUMBAI
 

Rajasthan Royals Director of Cricket Kumar 
Sangakkara has urged his team to adopt a more 
aggressive approach when they face Sunrisers 
Hyderabad in the IPL 2026 Eliminator at Mul-
lanpur on May 27, following their playoff-clinch-
ing victory over Mumbai Indians.

The Royals secured the fourth and final play-
off berth with a convincing 30-run win over 

Mumbai Indians, but San-
gakkara believes a 

tougher challenge 
awaits against an 

SRH side renowned for 
its fearless and explosive 
batting.

The former Sri Lank-
an captain acknowl-
edged that his side 
would have to raise 
its intensity levels 
against a team that 
has consistently at-
tacked bowlers 
throughout the 
tournament.

“They are a 
very good side 
and have trusted 
their aggressive 
style all season. 
We know what 
we are going 
to face, and we 

have to be disciplined while also being aggres-
sive with our lines and lengths,” Sangakkara 
said.

He stressed that even defensive tactics such as 
slower balls and good-length deliveries must be 
executed with attacking intent against Sunrisers, 
who possess one of the most dangerous batting 
line-ups in the competition.

Sangakkara also provided an update on 
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja, revealing that the 
veteran is managing an injury and requires at 
least two days of rest before returning to full fit-

ness. Despite the physical strain, Jadeja contrib-
uted significantly against Mumbai and once 
again demonstrated his value to the side.

The Royals mentor reserved special praise for 
captain Riyan Parag, who has faced criticism 
throughout much of his career. Sangakkara said 
the franchise remains fully committed to backing 
the young skipper and helping him develop as 
both a leader and a player.

“He has captained exceptionally well and has 
the respect of everyone in the dressing room. 
What people see from the outside is often not the 
real Riyan Parag. He is intelligent, determined 
and a very good young man,” Sangakkara said.

He added that Rajasthan Royals view Parag as 
a long-term leadership prospect and will contin-
ue supporting his growth in the coming years. 
Sangakkara also confirmed that pacer Jofra Ar-
cher’s decision to remain in the IPL instead of 
joining England’s Test preparations was made 
jointly by the player, the England and Wales 
Cricket Board and the franchise, allowing him 
additional time to build his bowling workload.

Haddin Hails Shreyas’ Big-
Match Temperament as Moody 

Questions Pant’s Future
LUCKNOW

 
Punjab Kings assistant coach 
Brad Haddin has praised cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer’s ability to 
rise to the occasion after the 
batter’s maiden IPL century 
powered his side to a com-
manding seven-wicket victory 
over Lucknow Super Giants 
in IPL 2026.

Shreyas produced a cap-
tain’s knock at a crucial stage 
of the tournament, guiding 
Punjab to a comfortable win 
and strengthening their play-
off ambitions. His innings 
also reinforced his reputation 
as a player who thrives under 
pressure.

Haddin described Shreyas 
as an outstanding leader 
whose greatest strength lies in 
embracing high-pressure situ-
ations.

“He’s a tremendous leader. 
He reads the game well and 
genuinely cares for his play-
ers. What stands out most is 
his appetite for the big mo-
ments. He wanted to be the 
one who made the difference, 
and that’s exactly what top 
leaders do,” Haddin said.

The former Australian 
wicketkeeper added that Pun-
jab’s coaching staff had spent 
considerable time identifying 
areas where the team needed 
improvement after several 
narrow defeats earlier in the 

season.
“A lot of the matches we 

lost went down to the final 
over or even the final ball. We 
worked hard on recognising 
those key moments and re-
sponding better under pres-
sure,” he explained.

While Shreyas enjoyed one 
of the finest nights of his IPL 
career, the situation was 
markedly different for Luc-
know Super Giants captain 
Rishabh Pant, whose difficult 
season continued.

LSG’s Global Director of 
Cricket Tom Moody admitted 
the franchise would carefully 
assess Pant’s future as captain 
after a disappointing campaign. 
Pant struggled to make 
an impact both as a 
batter and leader, 
with Lucknow 
failing to meet 
expectations.

M o o d y 
sugges t ed 
the pres-
su re s  o f 
captaincy 
may have 
a f f e c t e d 
Pant’s per-
formances 
with the bat.

“From a cap-
taincy perspec-
tive, it has clearly 
been a challenging 
season.

Axar Proud of Delhi’s Fighting Spirit 
despite Disappointing IPL Campaign

KOLKATA
 

Delhi Capitals captain Axar 
Patel expressed pride in his 
team’s fighting spirit after 
they concluded their IPL 
2026 campaign with an em-
phatic 40-run victory over 
Kolkata Knight Riders at 
Eden Gardens.

Although Delhi failed to 
secure a playoff berth, Axar 
said the manner in which 
the team responded during 
the final phase of the sea-
son reflected its character 
and determination.

“I am very proud of 
the way we played in 
the last three matches. 

Even when things 
were not going well 

and our chances 
had become 

difficult , 
nobody 

g a v e 
up .  The 
team contin-
ued to fight hard a n d 
that is something to be 
proud of,” Axar said. The 
Capitals signed off in style 

by successfully defending 
203 for five. KL Rahul led 
the batting effort with a 
brisk 60, while Axar con-
tributed 39 runs. David 
Miller and Ashutosh Shar-
ma added valuable late runs 
to push the total beyond 
200.

Kolkata Knight Riders 
began their chase positive-
ly, with Finn Allen and 
Ajinkya Rahane providing 
a solid start. However, the 
game turned decisively in 
De lh i ’s  f avour  a f t e r 
Kuldeep Yadav struck twice 
in quick succession, remov-
ing Rahane and Rinku 
Singh. Axar further tight-
ened Delhi’s grip with the 
wicket of Tejasvi Dahiya 
before Mitchell Starc and 
Lungi Ngidi wrapped up 
the lower order.

KKR were eventually 
bowled out for 163 in 18.4 
overs, handing Delhi a 
comprehensive victory.

Reflecting on the season, 
Axar said the team had 
learned valuable lessons 
from several narrow de-
feats.

Gavaskar Defends Pant, Questions IPL’s Post-Match Interview Timing
MUMBAI

 
Former Indian captain Sunil 
Gavaskar has come to the de-
fence of Rishabh Pant follow-
ing the Lucknow Super Gi-
ants skipper’s controversial 
post-match interview, arguing 
that the IPL’s broadcast for-
mat may have contributed to 
the incident.

Pant came under criticism 
after using an expletive 
during a live television inter-
view following Lucknow Su-
per Giants’ defeat to Rajas-
than Royals. The wicketkeep-
er-batter, who endured a diffi-
cult IPL 2026 season both as 
captain and batter, was visibly 
frustrated after another disap-
pointing result for his side.

Lucknow finished at the 
bottom of the points table, 

while Pant managed 312 runs 
in 14 matches, falling short of 
expectations in a campaign 
marked by inconsistent per-
formances.

Gavaskar suggested that 
broadcasters should reconsid-
er the practice of interviewing 
losing captains immediately 
after matches. According to 
him, players often require 
time to process emotions, es-
pecially after high-pressure 
defeats.

The batting legend pointed 
out that captains are frequent-
ly called for interviews within 
minutes of the final ball, leav-
ing little opportunity to recov-
er physically or mentally. He 
noted that the challenge is 
even greater for wicketkeep-
er-captains such as Pant, who 
spend long hours on the field 

in demanding conditions.
Gavaskar proposed that 

broadcasters initially focus on 
interviewing the Player of the 
Match or members of the 
winning team, while allowing 
the losing captain a few extra 
minutes before appearing on 
camera.

He argued that such a 
change could help prevent 
emotional reactions and en-
sure more measured respons-
es during post-match interac-
tions.

The former captain also de-
scribed Pant as one of the 
most cheerful and expressive 
personalities in modern crick-
et, adding that the incident 
appeared to be an emotional 
lapse rather than a reflection 
of his character. “Even some-
one as naturally positive as 

Pant lost his composure in 
that moment,” Gavaskar ob-
served, stressing that players 
should be given sufficient 
time to gather their thoughts 
after intense contests.

The remarks come amid 
growing scrutiny of Pant’s 
difficult season and questions 
surrounding his future leader-
ship role at Lucknow Super 
Giants. However, Gavaskar’s 
comments have shifted atten-
tion toward the pressures 
players face immediately after 
matches and whether current 
post-match media protocols 
require reconsideration.

As the debate continues, 
Gavaskar’s intervention has 
sparked a broader discussion 
on balancing television de-
mands with player welfare in 
the IPL.

Late IPL Replacements Gain Valuable 
Retention Eligibility for 2027 Auction

MUMBAI
 

Several IPL franchises 
have turned late-season in-
jury replacements into a 
strategic tool for future 
squad planning, with re-
cently signed players be-
coming eligible for reten-
tion ahead of the IPL 2027 
auction.

During the closing stag-
es of the IPL 2026 league 
phase, three franchises 
combined to sign four re-
placement players. Al-
though none of the recruits 
featured in their teams’ fi-
nal league matches, the 
signings could prove sig-
nificant in shaping future 
squad compositions.

On May 23, Mumbai In-
dians announced the acqui-
sition of Mahipal Lomror 
and Ruchit Ahir as replace-
ments for Quinton de Kock 
and Raj Bawa respec-
tively. Rajasthan 
R o y a l s  a l s o 
brought in Emanjot 
Chahal to replace 
Ravi Singh. A day 

later, Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers signed Luvnith Sisodia 
as a replacement for in-
jured pacer Matheesha 
Pathirana.

Under IPL regulations, if 
a player suffers an injury 
during or before a fran-
chise’s 12th league match, 
both the injured player and 
the replacement become 
eligible for retention be-
fore the next auction cycle. 
This provision has made 
replacement signings in-
creasingly valuable beyond 
their immediate role as 
squad cover.

Although the official an-
nouncements came after 
the completion of the 
12-match threshold, league 
officials confirmed that the 
injuries had been formally 
communicated to IPL au-
thorities before the respec-
tive teams completed their 

12th fixtures. As a re-
sult, all four re-
placement players 
will remain eligible 
for retention ahead 
of IPL 2027.

TOPS Gets Expanded Role, Becomes 
Nodal Agency for 27 Sports

CHENNAI
  

The Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPS) has been ex-
panded to oversee 27 Olym-
pic sports disciplines, becom-
ing the single nodal agency 
within the Sports Authority of 
India (SAI). Under a new or-
der issued by Sports Secretary 

and SAI Director General 
Hari Ranjan Rao, TOPS will 
coordinate athlete support, 
funding, monitoring and en-
gagement with National 
Sports Federations. The move 
aims to streamline operations 
ahead of major events such as 
the Commonwealth Games 
and Asian Games.
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