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SC plea seeks action against
CEC over SIR decisions

A plea filed in the Supreme Court on Friday seeks action against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar over alleged unilateral decisions on SIR.

NEW DELHI

A public interest litigation
(PIL) has been filed in the Su-
preme Court seeking direc-
tions to declare as unconstitu-
tional and void decisions al-
legedly taken by the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
without the concurrence of a
majority of Election Commis-
sioners.

The petition, filed by advo-
cate Shailendra Mani Tripathi
through advocate Chand
Qureshi, challenges alleged
decisions and software modi-
fications relating to the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls.

It seeks quashing of alleged
modifications made to Form 6
on the ECINet/ERONet portal,
which, according to the peti-
tioner, require ancestry and
last-SIR declarations. The plea
also seeks restoration of the
statutory Form 6 prescribed
under the Registration of Elec-
tors Rules, 1960. The petition-
er has sought directions allow-
ing all eligible adults to regis-
ter as voters under the original
statutory requirements.

The plea further seeks a ju-
dicial inquiry or Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) probe
into the alleged deletion of 13

CEC’s UP youth outreach programmes postponed

The Election Commmission has postponed two youth-focused voter awareness pro-
grammes in Uttar Pradesh that Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar was
scheduled to address. A regional conference on Electoral Literacy Clubs (ELCs) in
Meerut and an interaction with young voters in Varanasi, scheduled for September
28, have been postponed indefinitely. The postponement comes amid reports of

differences within the poll panel, though an ECI official said the decision was taken on
September 21 and was unrelated to the controversy. The official cited venue availabili-
ty, schedules of senior officials and other factors for changes in programme dates.

Congress protests across states over CEC

SIRPLEA

« Action against
CEC and two ECI
officials

« Restore statutory
Form6

+ SIT/judicial inquiry
into alleged deletions

+ Review alleged soft-
ware modifications

« Restore ERO digital
access

+ Challenge 16.10
lakh West
Bengal
appeals
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crore voters from electoral
rolls during the SIR exercise.

It seeks action against CEC
Gyanesh Kumar, Senior Dep-
uty Election Commissioner
Manish Garg and ECI Direc-

Congress workers staged protests in several states on Friday
demanding the resignation and removal of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar over the Election Commission’s han-

dling of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR). Assam Congress
president Gaurav Gogoi was detained during a demonstration in
Guwahati. Protests were held in Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand,
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Chandigarh, Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh. Demonstrations turned violent in Manipur,
where police used tear gas, while water cannons
were deployed in Chandigarh. The ‘Cockroach’
movement threatened nationwide protests from
October 2 if CEC Gyanesh Kumar does not re-
sign, while urging Opposition parties to boycott
elections. The Election Commission has
maintained that decisions relating to the SIR
were unanimous.

tor General (IT) Seema Khan-
na, including prosecution un-
der Section 32 of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act,
1950, over alleged breaches
of official duty.

The petition also challenges
16.10 lakh appeals allegedly
filed in the name of the ECI
before appellate tribunals in
West Bengal concerning the
inclusion of electors.

Reform Utsav to showcase
governance initiatives

NEW DELHI

The Centre is set to launch its
first nationwide ‘Reform
Utsav’ from October 2, high-
lighting transformative mea-
sures undertaken by various
ministries and departments.

The initiative, expected to
be launched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, will com-
prise a series of events and
campaigns conducted in
phases by Central ministries
and departments in coordina-
tion with states and Union
Territories.

More than a dozen events
are planned, with each focus-
ing on a specific reform or
initiative and its impact on
citizens. Officials said prepa-
rations and coordination
meetings are being held
across ministries, with inter-
nal activity plans being pre-
pared for the programme.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs is also expected to par-
ticipate in the initiative. The
Centre’s National Count-
er-Terrorism Policy and Strat-

Reform Utsav will highlight the
transformative steps taken for
citizen-centric service delivery
and institutional reform.
Official

egy, PRAHAAR, unveiled in
February, is among the initia-
tives likely to be highlighted.
PRAHAAR focuses on
preventing terror attacks, en-
suring swift and proportion-
ate responses, strengthening
coordination among agen-
cies, protecting human rights
and upholding the rule of
law. The Reform Utsav will
also feature interactive ses-
sions with beneficiaries from
diverse communities. Partic-
ipants will share experiences
and success stories linked to
various Central government
schemes and initiatives.
Officials said the cam-
paign aims to highlight in-
clusive growth, empower-
ment and citizen-centric ser-
vice delivery while showcas-
ing reforms undertaken
across sectors.

TOURISM BOOST

Active Karnataka to be launched on World Tourism Day

Three judges sworn in as
additional Karnataka HC judges

BENGALURU

Festive lights brighten Mysuru streets ahead of the grand Dasara celebrations. »
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es at a simple ceremony held at the

Three judges — Justice Usharani,
Justice Kuruba Shantappa Bharat
Kumar and Justice Nerale Veer-
abhadrayya Bhavani — were sworn
in as additional judges of the Karna-

taka High Court on Friday.

Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot
administered the oath of office to
the newly appointed additional judg-

Bengaluru.

Glass House of Lok Bhavan in

Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
attended the ceremony along with
Karnataka Legislative Council
Chairman Saleem Ahmed, Karna-
taka High Court Chief Justice
Vibhu Bakhru and Chief Secretary
Dr Shalini Rajneesh. Several sit-
ting judges of the Karnataka High
Court, the Registrar General,
members of the legal fraternity,
senior government officials and
family members of the newly
sworn-in judges were also present.

Farmer represents the

entire wo

Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said
farmers sustain society
through continuous
labour and should
receive greater
recognition and
support.

v

BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Friday said farmers
represented the entire world
and suggested that the gov-
ernment was considering giv-
ing them a professional desig-
nation before their names.

Speaking at the Vijay Kar-
nataka Super Star Farmer
Awards at Ravindra Kalak-
shetra, he said farmers were
as important to society as
doctors, teachers and engi-
neers.

“Farming is the farmer’s
duty, hard work is their
strength, food is their offering
and feeding the hungry is
their yajna,” Shivakumar said.

He said farmers should not
lose confidence and cited
their resilience despite
drought and water shortages.
He said the government was
also considering measures to
support modern agriculture
through drones, artificial in-
telligence and scientific ad-
vice.

Shivakumar said the gov-
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The Prime Minister represents
the country, the Chief Minister
the state, an MLA the
constituency, but the farmer
represents the entire world.

-D.K. Shivakumar, Chief Minister

* Professional status:
Designation for farmers
under consideration

* Teak Siri: 70% income
proposed for farmers

* Naegila Yogi: Support for
small farmers

» Technology: Drones and
Al in agriculture

» Focus: Modern farming
and farmer welfare

ernment was examining the
Teak Siri scheme, under
which farmers planting teak
trees on roadside land could
receive 70 per cent of the in-
come, while 30 per cent

rld, says CM

’Emers and Technology

The government is con-
sidering several measures
to modernise agriculture,

including the use of drones,
artificial intelligence and
scientific advice. Itis also
exploring support for farm-
ers involved in exporting
fruits and flowers through
better storage facilities and
electricity concessions.
The proposed Naegila Yogi
scheme aims to provide
ploughing services to small
farmers, while Teak Siri
is intended to create an

additional income source '
through teak cultivation.
would go to the government.
He also said a Naegila Yogi
scheme was being planned to
provide government-support-

ed ploughing services to small
farmers.

DKS announces hike in civic workers’ breakfast allowance

BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Friday announced that
the breakfast allowance for
civic workers would be dou-
bled from Rs 35 to Rs 70.
Speaking at Civic Workers’
Day at Palace Grounds, he
said thousands of workers had
been regularised and assured

that the remaining eligible
workers would also be con-
sidered. The government will
form a Cabinet sub-commit-
tee to examine their demands,
welfare boards and welfare
funds. Shivakumar said Rs
7.50 lakh would be provided
for construction of houses for
civic workers. He also an-
nounced residential schools

on the Karnataka Public
School model in urban areas
for their children, with the
aim of enabling them to pur-
sue higher education. Con-
struction of a separate Pau-
rabhavan for civic workers
will begin within two months,
he said. The government will
also organise Civic Workers’
Day every year.
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L’Etape cyclothon in Mysuru
on October 4: M.N. Anucheth

MYSURU

A world-class Indian premier
event, the L’Etape Cyclothon,
will be held in Mysuru on Oc-
tober 4 to create new opportu-
nities for the youth and en-
courage them to engage in
constructive and creative ac-
tivities, said M.N. Anucheth,
Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Youth Empowerment
and Sports and the Depart-
ment of Information and Pub-
lic Relations.

Speaking at a preliminary
meeting with senior officials
here on Friday, he said the
Cyclothon was being organ-
ised on the lines of the presti-
gious Tour de France cycling

event. The Cyclothon is being
organised jointly by the De-
partment of Youth Empower-
ment and Sports and the Tour-
ism Department. The event
will feature four categories
— a 100-km race, 50-km ride,
20-km family ride and a 1-km
children’s fun race.

Deputy Commissioner G.
Lakshmikanth Reddy said
that a world-class Cyclothon
was being organised in the
city during the Dasara season
and assured all necessary co-
operation from the district ad-
ministration. Officials must
ensure that the event was con-
ducted in a well-organised
manner, with adequate focus
on the safety and security of

participants.

Mysuru City Police Com-
missioner Seema Latkar said
arrangements would be made
to ensure that the event did not
disrupt traffic movement and
that all necessary health and
safety measures were in place.

Superintendent of Police

Mallikarjun Baladandi, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
Aishwarya R., Assistant Com-
missioner K. Ashappa, Assis-
tant Director of the Depart-
ment of Youth Empowerment
and Sports Bhaskar Naik and
other officials were present at
the meeting.

Governor releases two books on Ex-
VC of UoM Prof Hemanth Kumar

BENGALURU

Governor Thaawarchand Ge-
hlot on Friday released two
books on former Vice-Chan-
cellor of the University of
Mysore, Prof. G. Hemanth
Kumar, at Raj Bhavan in Ben-
galuru.

The books, titled ‘Jnana
Deguladalli’ (In the Temple of
Knowledge) and ‘Hemanth’,
were released in the presence
of Dr. Satish Chetty, Profes-
sor, Department of Manage-
ment; Dr. C. Naganna, for-
mer Professor, Department of
Kannada, University of My-
sore; Dr. Bhashyam Swamiji,
founder of Yoganarasimhas-
wamy Temple, Mysuru; Dr.
Srinivasan, co-founder of
Yoganarasimhaswamy Tem-
ple, Mysuru, and others.

Speaking on the occasion,
Gehlot said the two books
present different dimensions
of Prof. Hemanth Kumar’s
academic thinking, experi-
ences and personality. The
publications are meaningful
works and ‘Jnana Deguladal-
1i” is a compilation of speech-
es delivered by Prof.
Hemanth Kumar on various
occasions. The book brings
together his views on higher
education, the responsibili-

ties of universities, students
and youth, the purpose of ed-
ucation, research, knowledge
and social responsibility. His
speeches reflect the belief
that a university should not
merely be an institution that
awards degrees, but should
serve as a platform for
knowledge creation, research
and socially oriented think-
ing.

The book also records his
views on the need to build
individual character through
education and contribute to
the development of society.

The second book,
‘Hemanth’, is a collection of
articles written by eminent
personalities, educationists,
colleagues and close associ-
ates of Prof. Hemanth Ku-
mar. Those who interacted
and worked with him at dif-
ferent stages have recorded

their experiences, memories
and impressions in the book.

The Governor said the two
books provide an opportunity
to understand Prof. Hemanth
Kumar’s thoughts through
his own words as well as his
personality through the expe-
riences of those who worked
closely with him. While
‘Jnana Deguladalli’ docu-
ments his ideas and philoso-
phy, ‘Hemanth’ presents his
personality through the ac-
counts of others.

Prof. G. Hemanth Kumar
has held several academic
and administrative responsi-
bilities at the University of
Mysore and served as its
Vice-Chancellor. He has
shared his views on various
issues concerning education,
research and the develop-
ment of higher education at
different forums.

Computer hardware
and networking
training concludes
at RUDSETI

MYSURU

A 45-day training programme
on Computer Hardware and
Networking, organised by
RUDSETI under the sponsor-
ship of the National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM),
Mysuru Zilla Panchayat, con-
cluded at the RUDSETI prem-
ises in Mysuru recently.

The training programme was
conducted from August 10 to
September 23, 2026, with the
objective of equipping partici-
pants with practical skills in
computer hardware, networking
and other digital technologies.

The chief guest Anantharaju,
a successful entrepreneur from
Mysuru, distributed certificates
to the trainees. He said the use
of computers, laptops, printers,
servers and various networking
devices was increasing every
day in the digital era. Conse-
quently, there would be a con-
tinuous demand for skilled per-
sonnel in computer hardware
and networking services.

He observed that educational
institutions, banks, government
offices, small and large indus-
tries, hospitals, shops and
households were increasingly
dependent on computers and
internet-based systems.

Mysuru’s Lekhana S. Prasad
Wins 3 in South Zone Junior
Athletics Championship

MYSURU

Talented Mysuru athlete
Lekhana S. Prasad brought
laurels to the city with an im-
pressive performance at the
37th South Zone (National)
Junior Athletics Champion-
ship—2026, held in Puducherry
recently.

Lekhana participated in the
100-metre and 200-metre events
and won a silver medal in each,
securing two silver medals. She
also delivered an excellent per-

formance in the 4x100-metre
mixed relay event and won a
gold medal. With this achieve-
ment, Lekhana won a total of
three medals—one gold and two
silver—at the championship.

Family members, coach Su-
has Gowda, sports enthusiasts
and sports organisations from
Karnataka have congratulated
Lekhana S. Prasad on her
achievement. Her sporting tal-
ent, dedication and hard work
have been an inspiration to
young athletes.

Congress activists hold protest against
CEC Gyanesh Kumar in Mysuru

MYSURU

A protest was held under
the leadership of Krishnara-
ja Assembly constituency
former MLA M.K. So-
mashekar at Ramaswamy
Circle in Mysuru on Friday,
opposing what the protest-
ers alleged was the misuse
of the Election Commission
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar and
the undermining of democ-
racy.

Raising the slogan
“Gyanesh Kumar Hatao,
Democracy Bachao”, the
protesters demanded the
arrest of Kumar, alleging
that he was adopting an
authoritarian approach
without taking his fellow
Election Commissioners
into confidence. They also
demanded the resignation
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

The protesters blocked
the road and raised slogans
against the Union Govern-
ment and the Election
Commission.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Somashekar demand-
ed the immediate resigna-
tion of Gyanesh Kumar,
alleging that he had under-
mined the electoral system
of the country. Kumar had
been taking unilateral deci-
sions without the consent
of other members of the
Election Commission and
was acting as a “puppet”
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of the BJP-led Union Gov-

ernment by allegedly using
various means to help the
BJP win elections.
Somashekar further al-
leged that the CEC had ig-
nored the views of other
members of the Election
Commission and had taken
arbitrary decisions, result-
ing in the deletion of the
names of 13 crore voters
from electoral rolls.
Similar irregularities
had taken place during the
2024 Lok Sabha elections
and claimed that there was
evidence of a systematic
conspiracy that enabled the
BJP to form the govern-
ment. Gyanesh Kumar be
arrested and all elections
be investigated, he added.
Somashekar alleged that
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) process was
also being carried out in
Karnataka, particularly in

Mysuru city, with an al-
leged attempt to remove
genuine voters from the
electoral rolls. In Krishna-
raja Assembly constituen-
cy, the names of minority,
backward-class and Dalit
voters were being deleted
from the electoral rolls on
a daily basis through the
submission of Form 7, al-
legedly targeting Congress
voters.

He said that documenta-
ry evidence supporting
these allegations would be
submitted.

Block Congress presi-
dent G. Somashekar, Sri-
dhar, Mysuru City General
Secretary M. Shivanna,
former Mayor T.B. Chik-
kanna, Pushpalatha Chik-
kanna, former corporators
M. Sunil, K.V. Mallesh
and Zakir Pasha and oth-
ers were present in the
protest.

Birth anniversary of
Deendayal Upadhyaya: BJP
leaders pay floral tributes

MYSURU

The Mysuru City and Rural
units of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) observed the
101st birth anniversary of
Deendayal Upadhyaya, one of
the founders of the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh and a prominent
organiser, at the BJP office
here on Friday.

BJP Mysuru City president
and former MLA L. Nagendra
and Mysuru Rural district
president Kumbrahalli Sub-
banna led the programme and
paid floral tributes to Deen-
dayal Upadhyaya.

State Prakoshtha convener
Paneesh, Authority chairman
Appanna, City general secre-
taries Soma Sundar and

Rudramurthy, vice-president
Rajesh, former OBC Morcha
vice-president and advocate
Shivraj, general secretaries
Satish and Nagesh Yadav, SC
Morcha city president
Karthik, Mariyappa, Rajen-
dra, Eregowda, Hemanth Ku-
mar Gowda and Mahesh Naik
were among those who paid
floral tributes on the occasion.

Free health check-up camp for
Pourakarmikas held

MYSURU

A free health check-up camp
was organised by Cauvery
Hospital for the pourakarmi-
kas (civic sanitation workers)
of the Mysuru City Corpora-
tion (MCC) here.

Around 200 pourakarmikas
underwent health check-ups at
the camp. Cauvery Hospital
Chairman Dr. Chandrashekar,
Managing Director and Gynae-
cologist Dr. Sarala Chan-
drashekar, Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. Rajeev and Orthopae-
dic Specialist Dr. Manjunath
Bhargav were present.

MCC Commissioner M.K.
Savita visited the camp, en-
quired about the health of the
pourakarmikas and appreciated
the Cauvery Hospital team for
providing the important ser-

vice. MCC Additional Com-
missioner Veena B.N., Assis-
tant Commissioner of Zone 9,
AEE Madhukar, Environmen-
tal Engineer Lokeshwari and
Health Inspectors Shana,
Shruthi and Prabhakar were
present.

The Commissioner also vis-
ited and inspected the hospi-
tal's biomedical waste manage-
ment unit. She appealed to the
students of the nursing school
to actively participate in the
MCC's Information, Education
and Communication (IEC) and
public awareness activities.

Cauvery Hospital assured
that cervical cancer screening
would be conducted for all
women pourakarmikas in the
coming days. On the occasion,
the hospital distributed cloth
bags to the pourakarmikas.

World Pharmacists Day observed
at Sarada Vilas College

MYSURU

World Pharmacists Day was
celebrated meaningfully at
Sarada Vilas College of Phar-
macy in Mysuru, on Friday.
The chief guest, Shashidhar,
Manager — Quality Assurance,
Supreme Pharmaceuticals,
Nanjangud, highlighted the vi-
tal role of pharmacists in ensur-
ing the quality and safety of
medicines and protecting pa-
tients’ health. He urged students

to continuously upgrade their
knowledge and skills in tune
with the changing requirements
of the pharmaceutical industry.

Dr. Hanumanthachar Joshi,
Principal, Sarada Vilas College
of Pharmacy, Mysuru who pre-
sided, said the contribution of
the pharmacy profession was
significant in areas ranging
from research, development
and manufacturing of medi-
cines to quality control and en-
suring their safe and effective

use by patients. The pharma-
cists should have comprehen-
sive knowledge about the pos-
sible adverse effects of medi-
cines and discharge their re-
sponsibilities with utmost care.
He also underlined the import-
ant role of pharmacists in im-
proving the health of society.

Prof. P.K. Kulkarni, Prof.
Venkat Rao, teaching faculty,
teachers, students and staff
members of the college were
present.

Students advised to overcome mobile
addiction to become knowledgeable

MYSURU

Students must come out of
mobile phone addiction and
strive to become knowledge-
able, advised Prof. M.
Rudraiah, member of the NSS
Advisory Committee of the
University of Mysore and re-
tired principal of Yuvaraja’s
College.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the daily activities of
the National Service Scheme
(NSS) and the release of the
annual magazine Anantayatri,
organised by the NSS units of
Maharaja’s College here on
Friday, he said the younger
generation today had become
addicted to mobile phones and
was increasingly immersed in
them. This prevented them
from taking up leadership roles
in society. Using mobile
phones according to one’s
needs was appropriate, but ex-
cessive use weakened the pow-
er of knowledge. The students
must stay away from excessive
mobile use, read books about
great achievers of the nation

and follow their example.

The world today is highly
competitive, and it would ben-
efit students to acquire as much
knowledge and as many skills
as possible. As students are the
architects of their own future,
they should not only concen-
trate on studies but also pay
attention to developments tak-
ing place in society. Along with
academic education, social
awareness is equally important.
A positive and constructive
outlook, he added, would make
life easier, he noted.

College Principal Prof. V.
Shanmugam said participation

in NSS activities would help
students develop concern for
the environment, cleanliness
and social harmony, besides
nurturing leadership qualities.
He advised students to make
proper use of all the opportuni-
ties available to them during
their college days and move
forward in life.

NSS Unit-1 Programme Of-
ficer Dr. S. Krishnappa said it
was a matter of pride for the
college that both units had re-
ceived awards and secured the
first position among colleges
under the jurisdiction of the
University of Mysore.

MYMUL records ¥5.68 Crore
net profit; announces 31.04

1 mm

MYSURU

The Mysuru District Co-oper-
ative Milk Producers’ Societ-
ies Union Limited (MYMUL)
has registered a net profit of
%5,68,27,539 for the financial
year 2025-26 and has an-
nounced a bonus of
%1,04,42,060, equivalent to
25 per cent of the profit share,
for milk producers.

The annual general meeting
was held here under the chair-
manship of C. Prasad Reddy,
Administrator of the Mysuru
District Co-operative Milk
Producers’ Societies Union.
MYMUL Managing Director
K.N. Suresh Naik, Govern-
ment Nominee Guruswamy
and others were present.

The Best Milk Producers’
Co-operative Societies awards
were presented to Maidhana-
halli Milk Producers’ Co-op-
erative Society (Mysuru),
Gatavadi—pura (Nanjangud),
Hunuganahalli (T. Narasipur),
Channasoge (Hunsur), Man-
diganahalli (K.R. Nagar),
Dasanapura (H.D. Kote) and
Chikka Hosur (Periyapatna).

The Best Chief Executive
Officers awards were present-
ed to Sumalatha (Maidanahal-
li), Rajasekharappa (Gata-
vadi—pura), Kushal Gowda
(Hunuganahalli), Jayalakshmi
(Channasoge), Narashe Gow-
da (Mandiganahalli), Maria
(Dasanapura) and Girish
(Chikka Hosur).

Crore bonus for Milk Producers
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Women’s milk producers’
co-operative societies, includ-
ing Eligehundi (Mysuru),
Surahalli and Pattehundi
(Nanjangud), Hemmige (Hun-
sur), Basaveshwara Badavane
(K.R. Nagar), Vaddaragudi
(H.D. Kote) and Harave Mal-
larajapatna (Periyapatna),
were honoured. Their chief
executive officers — Shruthi,
M. Manjula, Sulochana,
Chandramma, S. Jyothi,
Someshwari and Meenakshi
— were also felicitated.

The award for highest milk
producers went to Basavaraju
of Bandipalya APMC (Mysu-
ru), M. V. Indira (Hullahalli,
Nanjangud), D.P. Ashok
(Turuganur, T. Narasipur),
K.S. Kumar (Tenkalakoppalu,
Hunsur), Javaregowda (Mirle,
K.R. Nagar), Dr. Jyothi Ma-
hesh (Pura, H.D. Kote) and
Rither Thairing (Periyapatna).

Official milk and curd dis-
tributors who recorded the
highest sales in Mysuru city
and district were also felicitat-
ed. They included K.N.
Gayathri, Siddaraju, Prema
Vinayak, Sujatha, Kalavathi,
Kausalya, M.S. Karthik Gow-
da, Raju Arasu, N.V. Dinesh,
Jagadish (Nanjangud), Sudar-
shan Singh (Hunsur), Pratap
(K.R. Nagar), Deekshith
(Periyapatna), Padmanabha
Rao (H.D. Kote), Prameela
(T. Narasipur), Kanthe Gowda
(Saligrama) and Harish
(Saragur).
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Raindelays traditional howdah
training for Dasara elephants

MYSURU

Persistent rain played spoil-
sport with the preparations for
the grand Mysuru Dasara on
Friday, forcing the postpone-
ment of the much-awaited
wooden howdah taleem for
the Dasara elephants.

The heavy downpour left
the wooden howdah bedding
and cotton ropes soaked with
water, making them heavier
and uncomfortably tight for
the jumbos. Keeping the com-
fort and safety of the ele-
phants in mind, the authorities
postponed Friday’s training
session. A fresh schedule will

be announced shortly.

The howdah taleem is an
important part of Dasara
preparations. During the exer-
cise, selected elephants are
gradually trained to carry the
heavy wooden howdah se-
curely on their backs and
walk steadily from the Mysu-
ru Palace premises up to the
Fountain Circle.

The repeated practice helps
the elephants become accus-
tomed to the weight, move-
ment and fittings of the how-
dah, while handlers closely
observe their gait, balance
and behaviour.

The training is crucial to

ensure that the majestic jum-
bos remain calm, confident
and comfortable when they
carry the golden howdah
bearing the idol of Goddess
Chamundeshwari during the

spectacular Jamboo Savari on
Vijayadashami.

The rain may have delayed
the taleem, but the royal jum-
bos' march towards Dasara
continues.

Make Dasara illumination more
innovative and attractive: George

MYSURU

Energy Minister K.J. George
directed officials to make the
illumination planned for the
Mysuru Dasara celebrations
this year more attractive and
innovative than last year.

Speaking at a preparatory
meeting for the 2026 Dasara
celebrations at the Karnataka
Engineers’ Association audi-
torium in Kadakola on Friday,
he said lakhs of tourists are
expected to visit Mysuru
during the festivities and the
illumination should offer
them a memorable experi-
ence. “Last year’s illumina-
tion was well received. This
year, it should be different,
innovative and even more at-
tractive”.

The minister directed offi-
cials to take adequate precau-
tionary measures to ensure
that the additional power de-
mand arising from the illumi-
nation does not lead to any
disruption in electricity sup-
ply during the Dasara period.
There have been no problems
with the illumination so far.
Continuous monitoring and
proper advance preparations
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should be undertaken to en-
sure that there are no issues
this year either.

CESC Mysuru Circle Su-
perintend Engineer Sunil Ku-
mar briefed the meeting on
the illumination arrangements
being made for Dasara, in-
cluding decorative installa-
tions and artworks planned at
various roads and junctions,
as well as the artworks to be
featured in the drone show.

The minister also reviewed
the progress of the KU-
SUM-C and KUSUM-B
schemes and directed officials
to expedite implementation
and achieve the stipulated tar-
gets. They must ensure that
consumers do not face diffi-
culties in connection with the
Akrama-Sakrama scheme and
to respond promptly to public
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grievances. “Officials should
maintain regular coordination
with local elected representa-
tives. People often approach
their representatives first with
their grievances. Working in
coordination with elected rep-
resentatives will help resolve
public issues quickly,” he not-
ed.

Srirangapatna MLA and
CESC Chairman Ramesh
Bandisiddhegowda, Exhibi-
tion Authority Chairman
Ayyub Khan, Deputy Com-
missioner Lakshmikanth Red-
dy, CESC Managing Director
M.S. Archana, City Police
Commissioner Seema Latkar,
Superintendent of Police Mal-
likarjun Baladandi, Dr. Sant-
rupt and senior officials from
CESC and KPTCL attended
the meeting.

Applicationsinvited
for Mysuru Dasara
Kannada book fair

MYSURU

As part of the world-fa-
mous Mysuru Dasara cele-
brations, the Kannada
Book Authority will organ-
ise the Mysuru Dasara
Kannada Books Discount
Sale Fair-2026 from Octo-
ber 11 to 20 at the Bharat
Scouts and Guides grounds
in the city.

An opportunity has been
provided for the release of
new books published in
2026 by noted writers of
the State during the fair.
Applications have therefore
been invited from interest-
ed authors and publishers.

Interested persons can
download the application
form from the official web-
site of the Authority,
https://kpp.karnataka.gov.
in, and submit the duly
filled application along
with three copies of the
book proposed for release
by October 5. For further
details, they may contact
the Chairman of the Kan-
nada Book Authority on
9448056562, Administra-
tive Officer K.B. Kiran
Singh said in a release.

DASARA BRIEFS
Applications Invited for
Display of Fine Arts

MYSURU

The Dasara Exhibition-2026,
organised by the Exhibition
Authority, will be held from
October 11, 2026 to January
8,2027.

As part of the exhibition, an
opportunity has been provid-
ed for displaying fine arts,
handicrafts and artworks cre-
ated by women and children.
Interested artists have been
asked to submit their recently
created artworks at the office

of the Exhibition Authority
between September 30 and 5
p-m. on October 7.

The artworks submitted for
display can be collected after
the completion of the 90-day
exhibition period.

For more information, in-
terested persons may contact
Second Division Assistant
K.T. Srinidhi on mobile num-
ber 84315-17909, the Chief
Executive Officer of the Ex-
hibition Authority said in a
release.

Online applications invited to avail
women related schemes

MYSURU

Applications have been invit-
ed online from eligible candi-
dates to avail benefits under
the Udyogini, Chetana,
Dhanashree and Transgender
Persons Rehabilitation
schemes of the Karnataka State
Women Development Corpora-
tion for 2026-27.

Interested applicants can ap-
ply through the Seva Sindhu
portal, https://sevasindhu.karna-
taka.gov.in, at Bapuji Seva Ken-
dras, Grama One, Bengaluru
One and Karnataka One centres
before 5.30 p.m. on October 31.

Those secking benefits under
the discretionary quota of the
government or the Corporation
will have to submit an applica-
tion along with a recommenda-
tion letter from a Minister,
MLA or the Chairperson. For
more information, applicants
may contact the Deputy Direc-
tor's Office of the Department
of Women and Child Develop-
ment at 0821-2495432 or the
Child Development Project Of-
ficer's office concerned in their
respective taluks, the District
Manager of the Karnataka State
Women Development Corpora-
tion said.

Cannon puja heralds the grand Mysuru Dasara
Brass cannons get a sacred

salute ahead

MYSURU

The imposing brass cannons
that once thundered under the
rule of the erstwhile Mysuru
Maharajas received a tradi-
tional and reverential touch
on Friday as the city prepared
for the world-famous Mysuru
Dasara celebrations.

In a ritual that beautifully
blends royal heritage, tradi-
tion and contemporary polic-
ing, City Police Commission-
er Seema Latkar, along with
police officers and other per-
sonnel, performed the tradi-
tional puja to the cannons at
the Mysuru Palace premises.

The ceremony began with
the offering of flowers to the
picture of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari, the presiding
deity of Mysuru and the cen-
tral figure of the Dasara cele-
brations. The brass cannons,
which have witnessed gener-
ations of royal and cultural
history, were then worshipped
as part of the age-old Dasara
tradition.

The cannon puja is per-
formed every year ahead of
Vijayadashami and the spec-
tacular Jamboo Savari proces-
sion. The cannons play a cer-
emonial role during the grand
procession, when explosives
are fired as the caparisoned
elephant carrying the idol of
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Goddess Chamundeshwari
makes its majestic journey
through the city.

The firing of the cannons is
not merely a ceremonial spec-
tacle.

The City Armed Reserve
(CAR) police personnel are
specially trained in handling
and operating the cannons,
ensuring that the age-old tra-
dition is carried out with pre-
cision and safety.

Interestingly, preparations
begin well before the
much-awaited Vijayadashami
day. As part of the Dasara re-
hearsal and acclimatisation
exercise, the cannons are fired
on several occasions in ad-
vance in the presence of the
Dasara elephants and horses.
The exercise is intended to
familiarise the animals with
the loud explosions and pre-
vent them from being startled
by the cannon fire during the

of Jamboo Savari

Jamboo Savari, when thou-
sands of spectators and
VVIPs gather to witness the
historic spectacle.

As another traditional ritu-
al, CAR personnel broke ash
gourds in front of each can-
non, symbolically seeking
protection from evil and en-
suring the smooth conduct of
the Dasara festivities.

The puja was peformed
mainly to ensure that the
coming Dasara festivities
passes off peacefully without
any untoward incident.

DCPs, CAR personnel, staff
of the Mysuru Palace Board
and other officials participat-
ed in the traditional ceremo-
ny. With the cannons now
ritually prepared, Mysuru's
royal precinct has once again
begun to echo with the sights,
sounds and traditions that her-
ald the arrival of the grand
Dasara festivities.

Staging of a comedy play ‘Parameshi
Prema Prasanga’ in city on Sept 27

MYSURU

Rangavalli Mysuru, in associ-
ation with the Department of
Kannada and Culture, will
present the comedy play
‘Parameshi Premaprasanga’ at
Kirurangamandira, Kalaman-
dira Premises, Mysuru on
September 27 at 6:30 p.m.

The play is written by re-
nowned theatre director Srini-
vasa Prabhu, directed by
Raviprasad.

About the play:
Parameshi, pining for Rash-
mi’s affection... Krishnoji,

captivated by Shantaladevi’s
eyes... Vyakularaya, deter-
mined to become a poet... a
gentlemanly former dacoit...
Ambabai, who gives her hus-
band a hard time... the forget-

ful Bhootanatha... the
food-loving Desai... and the

clever Chenni... When all
these characters come togeth-
er, the result is an overflow-
ing fountain of laughter—that
is‘Parameshi Premaprasanga’.

The stage design for the
play has been created by re-
nowned designer H.K.
Dwarakanath. Lighting design
is by Madhu Neenasam, mu-
sic is handled by Sukhadev
Tejasvi, and makeup is by Sa-
ritha C.V. The entry fee for
the play is Rs. 150-00. Tickets
are available on online and
box office. For further infor-
mation about the play, please
contact 9964656482.

Blood donation camp held at Cauvery College

MYSURU

A voluntary blood donation
camp was organised at Sri
Cauvery First Grade College
in Kuvempunagar by the
Youth Red Cross, National
Service Scheme (NSS) and
Jeevadhara Blood Bank in
Mysuru on Friday.
Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, college principal Pad-
mavathi K.M. said blood dona-
tion was one of the noblest
forms of humanitarian service.
The youngsters must actively

participate in socially benefi-
cial activities and contribute to
the life-saving cause of blood
donation.

Speaking on the occasion,
Jeevadhara Blood Bank direc-
tor Girish said there was no
artificial substitute for blood.
As blood is urgently required
during accidents, surgeries and
other medical emergencies,
healthy individuals should de-
velop the habit of donating
blood regularly

More than 80 college stu-
dents enthusiastically partici-

pated in the camp and donated
blood voluntarily. Teachers also
donated blood voluntarily to
highlight the importance of
blood donation. An awareness
programme was also conducted
to educate students about the
significance of blood donation.

College administrator Dr.
Subramanya C.E., Principal
Padmavathi K.M., Jeevadhara
Blood Bank director Girish,
Youth Red Cross coordinator
Santosh Aradhya, NSS officer
Harish Kumar, teaching staff
and students were present.

Ayurveda needs more research,
super-specialisation: NCISM official

MYSURU

Ayurveda needs greater focus
on research, evidence-based
practices and super-speciali-
sation to establish its capabil-
ities on the global healthcare
map, opined Dr Mukul Patel,
President, Medical Assess-
ment and Rating Board for
Indian System of Medicine,
NCISM, Ministry of AYUSH,
New Delhi.

Speaking after inaugurating
the national conference ‘Jyo-
thirgamaya—2026°, organised
by JSS Ayurveda Medical
College and Hospital as part
of the 111th Jayanthi celebra-
tions of Jagadguru Sri Shi-
varathri Rajendra Mahaswa-
miji here on Friday, he said
managing patients with com-
plex conditions, including
those requiring surgical inter-
vention, was challenging, but
collective efforts were essen-
tial to advance Ayurveda.
There is a need to recognise
and respect teachers and med-
ical professionals whose con-
tribution could help Indian
practitioners gain greater
global recognition.

Dr Patel appreciated the
specialised programme on

Shalakya Tantra, saying
Ayurveda was often viewed
as being limited to medicines,
powders and decoctions. Such
conferences highlighted the
wider scope of Ayurveda and
its potential in specialised
healthcare.

Calling for focused re-
search in collaboration with
NCISM, Dr Patel said clinical
data generated through spe-
cialised studies would help
create a stronger evidence
base and demonstrate Ayurve-
da’s capabilities international-
ly. AYUSH Commissioner
Sunil Panwar said JSS had
demonstrated the value of in-
clusive education by provid-
ing equal opportunities to
people from different commu-
nities and backgrounds. Every

medical system had its own
strengths and limitations.
While modern medicine was
crucial for emergencies such
as heart attacks, Ayurveda
could contribute to long-term
health, disease prevention and
maintaining harmony with na-
ture. Panwar said the confer-
ence represented an important
step towards super-specialisa-
tion in Ayurveda by focusing
on posterior segment disor-
ders of the eye.

Dr Sarbeswar Kar, Principal
and Medical Superintendent,
JSS Ayurveda Medical Col-
lege and Hospital, welcomed
the gathering. Jagadguru Sri
Shivarathri Deshikendra Ma-
haswamiji graced the occa-
sion, C.G. Betsurmath and R.
Mahesh were present.

No ED notice yet, will respond if

MYSURU

Public Works Minister
Satish Jarkiholi on Friday
clarified that he had not re-
ceived any notice from the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) so far and that he
would appear before the
agency and respond if sum-
moned.

Speaking to reporters here,
Jarkiholi said he needed
time to understand the rea-
sons behind the ED searches
and denied allegations that
he had taken commission in
any Central government
project. “I have not received
any notice from the ED. If I
receive one, I will go and re-
spond. But I need time to
understand why the ED raid
was conducted,” he said.

The Minister said allega-
tions of commission being
taken or paid should be
backed by documentary evi-
dence. Interestingly, no BJP
leader had faced an ED raid
during the last 12 years,
claiming that even com-
plaints against BJP leaders
did not result in such action.

Funds available for bud-
get-announced schemes

Reacting to the BJP's alle-

summoned: Satish Ja

gation that the State govern-
ment had no funds for new
schemes, Jarkiholi said the
Finance Department issues
similar communications irre-
spective of which party is in
power. Such a communica-
tion did not mean that the
government had no money.
However, announcements
made outside the budget
should be kept within finan-
cial limits. There is money
only for the schemes an-
nounced in the budget.
Funds for new schemes have
to be provided in the next
budget.

No misunderstandings

Responding to speculation
about differences with Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
Jarkiholi said there was no
such issue. There is a saying
that distant hills look

rkiholi

smooth. Perhaps they feel
that they are not on good
terms. Siddaramaiah and he
is doing well.

He pointed out that Urban
Development Minister Dr
Yathindra Siddaramaiah had
visited him during the ED
searches and said the Chief
Minister's close associates
had been with him.

On the possibility of be-
coming Chief Minister,
Jarkiholi said he had never
claimed that he would defi-
nitely occupy the post, but
maintained that he would
take up the opportunity if it
came his way. “If I get an
opportunity, I will become
Chief Minister. I have not
said that I alone will become
CM. I still have age on my
side, so there is no hurry,”
he said.

Reacting to former MP
Pratap Simha's remarks on
the blue shawl, Jarkiholi said
the country needed the blue
shawl and that a seer had al-
ready responded to the issue.

The country needs the
blue shawl. The Swamiji has
already given a reply on this.
He did not want to say any-
thing more,” he said, with-
out naming Simha.

Vokkaliga Sangha

condemns abusive
remarks against ex-

MP Pratap Simha

MYSURU

The Mysuru-Chamarajanagar
District Vokkaliga Sangha has
condemned the alleged use of
abusive and unparliamentary
language against former MP
Pratap Simha and expressed
concern over the caste-abuse
case registered against him in T.
Narasipur.

In a press statement, the asso-
ciation said it had taken note of
instances where certain individ-
uals were allegedly using abu-
sive words and making person-
al and derogatory remarks
against Simha in public.The
association said laws enacted to
prevent caste-based humiliation,
discrimination and atrocities
were of great importance in pro-
tecting vulnerable sections of
society. It, however, said such
laws should not be misused for
political reasons, as this could
undermine their purpose and
potentially affect the protection
available to genuine victims of
caste-based atrocities.

It stressed that genuine vic-
tims must receive legal protec-
tion and that allegations of mis-
use should also be subjected to
a fair and lawful examination.
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‘DROUGHT LIST EXCLUDES
OPPOSITION MLA TALUKS’

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi accused the Karnataka Congress administration
of partisan drought-relief bias and systemic financial corruption.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
launched an attack on the rul-
ing Congress administration
in Karnataka, accusing the
government of blatant parti-
san bias, administrative de-
cay, and severe institutional
corruption. Addressing report-
ers, the senior BJP leader ve-
hemently contended that the
state's official drought-relief
lists had been manipulated to
serve narrow political inter-
ests, alleging that executive
favors and calamity compen-
sation were restricted exclu-
sively to constituencies repre-
sented by ruling party law-
makers who exerted intense
political pressure or threat-
ened resignation.

Questioning the ethical
foundations of the administra-
tion, Joshi remarked, "Have
you no shame or decency?"
Pointing to glaring disparities
in relief distribution, he as-
serted that regions represent-
ed by opposition legislators
were deliberately bypassed,
leaving agrarian communities
to suffer in isolation despite
acute dry-spell conditions. He
further castigated the state ex-
ecutive for failing to disburse
and utilize available financial
buffers under the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF),
instead choosing to rely on a
persistent pattern of deflect-
ing blame onto the Union
Government.

The Union Minister drew a
direct connection between the
administration's aggressive
rhetoric against central alloca-
tions and what he termed an
internal admission of system-
ic insolvency. Referencing
recent confidential correspon-
dence originating from the
State Finance Department that

==

Thieves steal 48 liters
Nandini milk in
Richmond Town

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
As citizens debate a po-
tential state-wide price

hike for Nandini milk,
thieves in Richmond Town
targeted a local supply
drop. Two suspects on a
scooter stole 48 liters of
milk along with their stor-
age crates from Renius
Street at dawn. Caught
clearly on CCTV cameras
around five in the morning,
the daring theft has
shocked locals under the

Ashok Nagar police limits.

Police are currently analyz-
ing the footage to track

down the culprits behind
this unusual heist amid
growing concerns over
dairy costs.

ED transfers Jarkiholi

probe to Delhi unit

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Enforcement Directo-
rate is shifting its ongoing
money laundering probe
against Karnataka Minister
Satish Jarkiholi from Ben-
galuru to its Delhi head-
quarters. Following recent
raids, federal authorities
discovered critical evi-
dence pointing to severe ir-
regularities in Public Works
Department contracts and
massive kickbacks linked
to private firms. Investiga-
tors have also flagged un-
authorized foreign capital
investments, including un-
disclosed stakes in African
mining ventures. With cen-
tral authorities stepping in
directly to review seized fi-
nancial documents and
digital records, the legal
pressure on the senior
Congress leader is expect-
ed to escalate significantly.
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The taluks of all MLAs who
threatened to resign have
beenincluded in the drought
list, while opposition regions
are excluded, do they have
any shame or decency?

- Pralhad Joshi, Union Minister

cies are being sidelined.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

 Drought List Bias: Joshi criticized the arbitrary inclusion
criteria following recent political pressures, pointing out that
urgent rural distress calls from opposition-held constituen-

* Fiscal Deficit Retort: Dismissing the state's frequent
financial blame game against the Centre, he challenged
the government to address its internal treasury crisis and
pending contractor dues first.

» Administrative Corruption: Highlighting governance
failures, Joshi alleged that key administrative posts are
being compromised, citing recent high-value bribery stings
involving newly appointed state officials.

and electoral track record.

 National Opposition Critique: Weighing in on wider politi-
cal developments, he also ridiculed Congress protests over
electoral matters, questioning the party's national relevance

exposed crippling treasury
constraints, unpaid contractor
bills, and frozen capital allo-
cations, Joshi argued that the
government's constant fin-
ger-pointing at Delhi is a cal-
culated smokescreen designed
to hide its own structural
bankruptcy.

"They know nothing other
than blaming the Centre,"
Joshi stated. "Fix that finan-
cial emergency first. They
have stated everything else in
that internal advisory except
the stark reality of bankrupt-
cy; they are manufacturing
political diversions now to
cover up the fact that the trea-
sury is completely empty."

Expanding his critique to
systemic administrative gov-
ernance, Joshi alleged that
deep-rooted corruption and

financial leakages have per-
meated every tier of the state
machinery, claiming that lu-
crative bureaucratic positions
are routinely commercialized.
Pointing to recent high-profile
bribery scandals involving ad-
ministrative officers—includ-
ing cases where mid-level
revenue officials such as
tahsildars were caught
red-handed accepting massive
illicit gratification within
months of assuming sensitive
postings—he questioned the
transparency of executive
transfers and placements
managed under the current
dispensation.

Shifting his focus to nation-
al political dynamics and re-
cent protests organized by the
Congress party, Joshi ridi-
culed the opposition's stance

Rebuttal on
Electoral
Controversies

Turning his attention to
national political de-
velopments and recent
protests staged by the
Congress party concern-
ing the Election Com-
mission, Joshi dismissed
their grievances as hollow
rhetoric. Mocking opposi-
tion leaders over electoral
outcomes, he contrasted
the grassroots campaign-
ing efforts of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi—who
engaged directly with
rural citizens across every
corner of the country—
with opposing leaders
touring abroad, guestion-
ing the political viability
and future relevance of
the Congress party.

regarding electoral institu-
tions and democratic process-
es. Commenting on public
remarks and press confer-
ences led by senior national
figures like Rahul Gandhi
questioning electoral out-
comes and institutional integ-
rity, Joshi dismissed the criti-
cism as an exercise in politi-
cal dissonance. Contrasting
the grassroots engagement of
national leadership with what
he characterized as intermit-
tent political tourism, Joshi
questioned the ideological
coherence and electoral via-
bility of the Congtress party in
contemporary Indian democ-
racy, maintaining that public
rejection of their policies
stems directly from gover-
nance failures and hollow
rhetoric.

Transport dept faces 38,000 cr loss, says mlnlster

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka's public transport
sector is facing an unprece-
dented financial crunch, with
the state's four major road
transport corporations—the
Bangalore Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC), the Karnataka State
Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC), the Kalyana Karna-
taka Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KKRTC), and the North
Western Karnataka Road
Transport Corporation
(NWKRTC)—collectively
grappling with an estimated
loss 0f 8,000 crore.
Addressing the Legislative
Council, Transport Minister
Byrathi Suresh revealed that
despite mounting operational
expenditures, multiple hikes
in diesel prices by the Centre,
and severe cash-flow bottle-
necks that have routinely de-
layed staff salary disburse-
ments, the government has
consciously avoided raising
bus passenger fares. The ad-
ministration has held off on
fare revisions primarily due to

the apprehensmn of triggering
intense public pushback and
political protests from oppo-
sition parties.

This acute fiscal stress is
further compounded by mas-
sive structural arrears. Out-
standing reimbursement dues
owed by the state govern-
ment to the transport corpo-
rations under the flagship
'Shakti' free-travel scheme
for women have climbed to
over 35,650 crore. Since the
inception of the populist ini-
tiative, the four corporations
have accommodated nearly
800 crore free passenger
journeys, incurring a stagger-
ing operational expenditure

11‘0‘32025
that has heavily outpaced ac-
tual government disburse-
ments. When Leader of the
Opposition Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy and other
members raised concerns re-
garding long-delayed recruit-
ment appointments—noting
that youth who cleared inter-
views three years prior still
awaited placement—M inister
Suresh defended the admin-
istration by pointing out the
harsh fiscal reality: with in-
ternal revenues deeply de-
pleted and insufficient funds
even to cover monthly sala-
ries for existing personnel,
new recruitments remain tem-
porarily unfeasible.

VOTER LIST REVISION

After ED, IT Department
raids Attica Gold

Income Tax and Enforcement
Directorate officials launched
massive multi-state raids
on Attica Gold Company
across nineteen locations,
investigating systemic
financial irregularities and
money laundering

v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Escalating financial investiga-
tions into prominent corporate
entities across South India, the
Income Tax (IT) department
has launched massive search
and seizure operations target-
ing 19 distinct locations linked
to Attica Gold Company.

This sweeping fiscal crack-
down follows hard on the
heels of extensive multi-state
raids conducted by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED),
which targeted the firm's cen-
tral administrative offices
and corporate branches over
grave allegations of systemic
financial irregularities, ille-
gal gold liquidations, and
money laundering.

The sudden influx of tax
enforcement officials into At-
tica Gold’s commercial hubs
marks a severe escalation in
regulatory scrutiny. Federal
investigators from both agen-
cies have spent consecutive

days securing vital accounting
documents, digital transaction
databases, and covert ledger
books.

The initial ED sweep—
backed by central paramili-
tary units—spanned nearly 19
properties, primarily focusing
on the company's high-profile
corporate headquarters situat-
ed along Cunningham Road
and Queen's Road in Bengal-
uru, alongside regional exten-
sions across neighboring
states. Following the prelimi-
nary collection of incriminat-
ing asset and transaction trails
by the ED, Income Tax au-
thorities moved swiftly to au-
dit corporate tax compliances,
scrutinize bullion purchase
records, and investigate dis-
crepancies between declared
commercial revenues and ac-
tual cash flows.

Attica Gold, widely known
for its aggressive commercial
presence in second-hand gold
buying and instant cash-for-

gold exchanges, has faced
mounting public and regula-
tory complaints concerning its
operational framework. Inves-
tigators are closely examining
allegations that the firm sys-
tematically bypassed standard
banking channels for large-
scale customer transactions,
directly purchased precious
metals without mandatory
customer verification proto-
cols, and engaged in question-
able asset routing to evade
statutory duties.

Complicating the investiga-
tion further, central intelli-
gence agencies have reported-
ly flagged the conspicuous
absence of the company’s
founder and Managing Direc-
tor, Bommanahalli Babu (also
known as Ayub P. Syed Ba-
sha). Enforcement teams
searching for the promoter
during the initial raids found
his primary residences and
offices deserted, with uncon-
firmed intelligence reports
suggesting he may have
slipped abroad prior to the ex-
ecution of the search war-
rants. As IT department teams
continue combing through the
seized financial portfolios
across all 19 locations, feder-
al authorities are preparing to
widen the probe into potential
shell company networks and
hawala channels tied to the
enterprise.

Minister Bangarappa dismisses
substandard shoe claims

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Primary and
School Education and Litera-
cy Minister Madhu Bangarap-
pa has strongly refuted allega-
tions circulating across media
platforms regarding the pro-
curement and distribution of
allegedly substandard foot-
wear to government school
students, clarifying that viral
photographs depicting flawed
items actually belong to pre-
vious academic cycles.

Addressing the media fol-
lowing legislative proceed-
ings, the Minister detailed the
state-wide rollout of student
welfare amenities while si-
multaneously raising sharp
administrative concerns over
the deployment patterns of
educators for continuous elec-
toral duties.

Addressing mounting scru-
tiny over the execution of stu-
dent support welfare pro-
grams, Minister Bangarappa
emphasized that the adminis-
tration has maintained strict
adherence to quality parame-
ters under the current academ-
ic framework. He noted that
viral images and reports high-
lighting defective or substan-
dard shoes do not represent
fresh supplies procured for
the ongoing academic year,
but rather recycled photo-
graphs of old footwear dis-
tributed in past terms.

Providing structural context
to the distribution drive, the
Minister highlighted that over
12.5 million pairs of shoes
and socks are being systemat-
ically rolled out across gov-

ernment and aided schools
throughout the state. While
acknowledging minor logisti-
cal delays tied to initial stu-
dent enrollment verifications
and sizing discrepancies—
which have occasionally re-
sulted in tight-fitting footwear
requiring localized exchang-
es—he maintained that the
quality of supplies has not
been compromised. Further-
more, the Education Depart-
ment has instituted rigorous
supervisory clauses, confirm-
ing that direct penal action
will be initiated against any
tender-awarding contractors
found flouting quality bench-
marks specified under state
procurement acts.

Shifting focus to adminis-
trative bottlenecks affecting
academic continuity, Minister
Bangarappa expressed strong
reservations regarding the
heavy reliance on school
teachers for non-teaching ad-
ministrative burdens, specifi-
cally the ongoing Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls managed by
election authorities.

While acknowledging the
exemplary dedication and co-
operative spirit demonstrated
by teaching faculty in execut-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

+ Quality Assurance: The education
department assured that strict pe-
nal action will be initiated against
any tender-winning contractors
found supplying inferior material.

- Size Replacements: Acknowl-
edging minor logistical com-
plaints regarding tight-fitting
footwear due to sizing discrepan-
cies,immediate local exchange
channels have been set up for
students.

- Teacher Deployment Friction:
Voicing frustration over adminis-
trative disruptions, the Minister
criticized the deployment of aca-
demic staff for Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) voter duties, re-
marking that the Election Com-
mission's approach causes stu-
dent inconvenience.

-_—
ing assigned civic duties, the
Minister criticized the opera-
tional friction caused by pull-
ing educators away from
classrooms. Highlighting the
disruptions faced by students
as academic calendars prog-
ress, Bangarappa remarked
that the unrelenting demands
of the electoral machinery of-
ten stretch school administra-
tion thin, metaphorically de-
scribing the inflexible sched-
uling approach of election
authorities as heavy-handed.

Education department offi-
cials reiterated that while
compliance with statutory
electoral revisions remains
mandatory, synchronized mi-
cro-planning is urgently re-
quired between district ad-
ministrations and school
boards to safeguard instruc-
tional hours and minimize
student learning loss.

Navigating electoral notlces Ess ntlal guide for voters

CH NEWS,BENGALURU

As the comprehensive Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls moves for-
ward across Karnataka, elec-
tion officials have urged cit-
izens who receive official
verification notices to re-
main calm and follow struc-
tured remedial procedures.
Representing the first large-
scale structural revision of
voter registries since 2002,
this routine administrative
drive aims to clean up data-
base records, eliminate du-
plicate registrations, and
seamlessly incorporate new-
ly eligible demographics
ahead of the final electoral
roll publication scheduled
for October 27, 2026.

The Special Intensive Re-
vision is a rigorous adminis-
trative exercise instituted by
the Election Commission of
India to guarantee absolute

accuracy across urban and
rural voter databases. With
initial public objections and
institutional cross-verifica-
tions having concluded on
September 23, notices have
been dispatched across major
metropolitan sectors—in-
cluding approximately 4.5
million notices issued in
Bengaluru alone, of which
over 1.3 million have already
been successfully resolved
through targeted hearings.

Historical Baseline Mis-
matches: Discrepancies aris-
ing when current demograph-
ic information fails to recon-
cile smoothly with founda-
tional records from the 2002
electoral roll archive.

Clerical and Submission
Errors: Inconsistencies or
omissions resulting from im-
properly filled particulars
during past data collections
handled through Booth Level
Officers (BLOs).

Identity and Documenta-
tion Variations: Minor or
major discrepancies between
a voter's declared identity pa-
rameters and supporting legal
documentation, such as spell-
ing variations in names, pa-
rental names, or age declara-
tions.

With the formal window for
initial claims and objections
having closed, the electoral
administration has established
an extended corrective win-
dow through October 24,

2026, during which citizens
can submit fresh applications
or clarify pending discrepan-
cies before the final roll is
unveiled on October 27.
Voters attending verifica-
tion hearings or submitting
paperwork to designated
Electoral Registration Offi-
cers (EROs) are advised to
carry a comprehensive set of
verifying credentials, includ-
ing official photo identifica-
tion (such as an [Aadhaar Re-
dacted] card or passport),

Statutory application forms for rectification

Form®6

bly constituencies.

Designed primarily for new registrations, this document must be
filed by young citizens turning 18 who are seeking inclusion for the
first time, individuals whose names were omitted from previous
drafts, and voters who have permanently relocated across assem-

Form?7

Utilized strictly for objections and deletions. This form enables citi-
zens to voluntarily request the removal of redundant entries—such
as individuals holding active registrations simultaneously in both
an urban residence and a native village—thereby ensuring sin-
gle-location compliance and preventing duplicate voting.

Form 8

sembly constituency.

Dedicated to corrections and modifications. Voters utilize Form 8
when their names already exist on the draft roll but require altera-
tions regarding demographic particulars, including corrected
names, updated addresses, adjusted age details, gender markers,
changed photographs, or internal relocations within the same as-

secondary school leaving cer-
tificates (SSLC marks cards)
for age proof, current pass-
port-size photographs, and
verifiable residential proof
such as a registered rental
agreement or utility bill. In
instances where a registered
voter is temporarily unavail-

able due to out-of-state em-
ployment or overseas travel,
authorized family members
may appear before local EROs
with requisite authorization
and documentation to safe-
guard the voter's franchise,
ensuring full democratic par-
ticipation across the state.
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KARNATAKA
BJP stages massive protest

Man kills
son-in-law over
coconut trees

CHNEWS,

Cleanliness Drive
Protects Marine
Ecology At Aligadda.

Chikkamagaluru
A 35-year-old man was
allegedly hacked to
death by his father-in-
law following a dispute
over the felling of two
coconut trees in Alada-
halli Tandya of Kadur ta-
luk. The deceased has
been identified as Deva-
raj Naik, while the ac-
cused is his father-in-
law, Raja Naik. According
to reports, the two had
frequently quarrelled
over various issues. Dur-
ing a recent dispute,
Devaraj allegedly cut
down two coconut trees
standing in Raja Naik’s
field. Angered by this,
Raja Naik allegedly at-
tacked Devaraj with a
machete, killing him.
Devaraj was married to
Raja Naik’s daughter.
However, following mari-
tal differences, his wife
had reportedly moved to
Bengaluru. Panchana-
halli police have regis-
tered a case and are in-
vestigating the incident.

Cleanliness drive held
at Muddapura Health
Centre

CHNEWS,
CHITRADURGA
As part of the nation-
wide ‘Swachhata Hi
Seva’ campaign running
from September 17 to
October 2, health au-
thorities conducted an
extensive cleanliness
drive at the Muddapura
Primary Health Centre
on Friday.

The initiative was organ-
ized jointly by the Chitra-
durga Taluk Health Of-
fice and local clinic per-
sonnel under the nation-
al mission slogan “Clean
India, Developed India.”
Medical staff cleared
debris from hospital
grounds while educating
visiting patients that
maintaining spotless
personal and communi-
ty hygiene keeps infec-
tious diseases at bay.
Taluk Health Officer Dr.
B.V. Girish, Medical Of-
ficer Dr. B. Madhukumar,
and health inspectors
actively participated in
the sanitary drive.

near Mangaluru Clock Tower

Mangaluru MLAs Vedavyas Kamath and Dr. Y. Bharath Shetty slammed the
government's budgetary declarations and neglected rural development

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

The Dakshina Kannada Dis-
trict Bharatiya Janata Party
staged a massive demonstra-
tion near the city's Clock
Tower on Friday, accusing the
ruling state government of de-
ceiving citizens with empty
promises.

Addressing party workers,
BJP District President Satish
Kumpala alleged that despite
grand official announcements
claiming to fulfill public aspi-
rations, the administration has
left ordinary citizens com-
pletely empty-handed. Refer-
ring to Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar’s recent
visit to Mangaluru—where he
claimed the administration
builds lives without exploit-
ing emotions—Kumpala
countered that it is an ineffec-
tive and corrupt dispensation
that cares neither for liveli-
hoods nor community senti-
ments. He demanded that if
funds are genuinely available,
approved development works
must begin immediately,
warning that agitation will in-

tensify otherwise.

Echoing these criticisms,
Mangaluru City South MLA
Vedavyas Kamath accused the
government of trying to hood-
wink the coastal population
through inflated budgetary
declarations. He asserted that
local residents see through
misleading propaganda and
will deliver a fitting political
response in due course. Mean-
while, Mangaluru City North
MLA Dr. Y. Bharath Shetty
criticized leadership priorities,
questioning the real outcome of
high-level ministerial tours and
cabinet interactions when rural
development remains stagnant.

Former MLA Sanjeeva
Matandoor also addressed the

gathering. Several prominent
leaders participated, including
MLC Kishore Kumar Puttur,
former legislators Balakrishna
Bhat and Monappa Bhandari,
alongside District General Sec-
retaries Premananda Shetty and
Yathish Arvar. Senior function-
aries Ravishankar Mijar, Nitin
Kumar, Kavitha Sanil, Sudhir
Shetty Kannur, Jayananda An-
chan, Mahila Morcha President
Manjula Rao, and Yuva Mor-
cha chief Nandan Mallya
joined hundreds of municipal
workers.

Speakers collectively re-
solved to continue holding
public rallies across the coast-
al belt until the administration
releases sanctioned grants and

AtaGlance

» Protest Demands: The
Dakshina Kannada
District BJP staged a
massive demonstration
near the Mangaluru
Clock Tower, accusing
the state government of
making empty promises
and deceiving citizens.

» Key Allegations: Leaders
criticized the administra-
tion for failing to release
approved development
funds, warning that agita-
tions will intensify across
the coastal belt.

» Leadership Presence:
Prominent figures includ-
ing MLAs Vedavyas Ka-
math and Dr. Y. Bharath
Shetty addressed hun-
dreds of party workers,
demanding immediate
implementation of region-
al infrastructure grants.

provides transparent gover-
nance for regional
infrastructure.

Rain brings relief from heat in
coastal districts

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Good rainfall in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi districts
over the past 24 hours has
brought relief to residents
after weeks of sweltering
heat. The Meteorological
Department has forecast
more rain across the state,
including the coastal belt,
over the next four to five
days.

Officials attributed the
change in weather to a de-
pression formed over the
Bay of Bengal, which has
influenced weather condi-
tions over the Arabian Sea
region.

In Dakshina Kannada,
Mangaluru, Ullal, Bantwal,
Dharmasthala, Konaje, Der-
alakatte and Surathkal re-
ceived showers from Thurs-
day morning until evening.
The district had been experi-

encing intense heat for two
to three weeks, with the
maximum temperature
reaching 33.7 degrees Cel-
sius.

Following the showers, the
maximum temperature fell to
30.1 degrees Celsius, while
the minimum temperature
was recorded at 23.4 degrees
Celsius.

In neighbouring Udupi dis-
trict, Byndoor and Kundapur
taluks received the highest
rainfall during the past 24

hours. Byndoor recorded
82.9 mm, followed by
Kundapur with 73.9 mm.
Hebri received 45.1 mm of
rainfall.

Other parts of the district
recorded comparatively low-
er rainfall. Brahmavar re-
ceived 14.9 mm, Udupi 3.5
mm, Karkala 2.5 mm and
Kaup 0.3 mm.

Several parts of Udupi re-
ceived good showers on Fri-
day morning, but the rainfall
later subsided. Cloudy con-
ditions prevailed across the
district during the day.

The rainfall and overcast
weather brought down tem-
peratures considerably, pro-
viding respite to residents of
the two coastal districts. The
forecast of continued rainfall
over the coming days has
also raised hopes of further
relief from the prevailing
heat.

Bus catches fire
near petrol
pump, major
mishap averted

CH NEWSUDUPI

A bus parked near a petrol
pump at Dendurkatte in the
limits of Manipura Gram Pan-
chayat caught fire in the early
hours of Friday, triggering
concern among people in the
area.

The fire was noticed in the
parked bus by petrol pump
staff, who immediately re-
sponded and managed to ex-
tinguish the flames before they
could spread.Two other buses
and a tempo were parked close
to the burning vehicle. With the
petrol pump located nearby, the
incident could have resulted in
a major mishap had the flames
spread to the other vehicles or
the fuel station.The prompt re-
sponse by the petrol pump staff
helped contain the fire and pre-
vent further damage.
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CH NEWS, KARWAR

Maintaining clean coastlines
is a shared civic responsibil-
ity vital for preserving deli-
cate marine ecosystems,
emphasized Dr. Mahesh,
senior scientist at the
ICAR-Central Marine Fish-
eries Research Institute
(CMFRI).

Speaking during a beach
cleanliness drive conducted
at Aligadda Beach on Fri-
day, he addressed volunteers
participating in the ongoing
'Swachhata Hi Seva' nation-
al campaign. The initiative
was organized jointly by the
ICAR-CMFRI Karwar Re-
gional Centre and the Reli-
ance Foundation under the
mission slogan "Partnership
in Cleanliness; Clean India,
Developed India."

Dr. Mahesh pointed out
that coastal zones and ma-
rine waters serve as indis-
pensable habitats for marine
biodiversity while sustain-
ing the livelihoods of tradi-
tional fishing communities.
Indiscriminate littering,
non-biodegradable plastic
rubbish, and abandoned syn-

. SWACHHATA
Hisevazoze
i ]

thetic fishing nets severely
jeopardize aquatic life and
degrade maritime breeding
grounds. He called for com-
prehensive public awareness
regarding responsible waste
segregation and disposal to
prevent trash from choking
coastal belts.

Supporting the mission,
CMFRI Principal Scientist
Dr. Kalidas noted that sys-
tematic shoreline cleanup
drives prevent toxic plastics
and industrial pollutants
from washing into deep oce-
anic currents, thereby pro-
tecting endangered marine
life and delicate coral beds.

Reliance Foundation Co-
ordinator Santhosh, institute
personnel, enthusiastic Na-
tional Cadet Corps (NCC)
cadets, students from the
Karwar Government Arts
and Science College, and
local fishermen joined forc-
es to clear accumulated
waste along the shore. The
drive was coordinated by
scientists Dr. Raghu Ramu-
du and Dr. Tanveer Hussain,
concluding with a communi-
ty pledge to safeguard coast-
al waters.

KARWAR BIDS EMOTIONAL
FAREWELL TO LORD GANESHA

CH NEWS,Karwar

The immersion ceremony of
public Ganesha idols wor-
shipped for 11 days in Karwar
city was held with great en-
thusiasm.

Despite heavy rain, thou-
sands of devotees gathered
along the Arabian Sea coast to
offer final prayers and bid
farewell to Lord Ganesha.

Grand processions carrying
huge Ganesha idols moved
through the city before reach-
ing the seashore. Idols in-
stalled at prominent locations,
including Maruti Galli, Sub-
hash Circle, Kodibag and
Sunkeri, were taken out in

colourful processions. Devo-
tees participated with great
enthusiasm as the idols were
carried towards the immer-
sion points.

The use of DJs was restrict-
ed in accordance with govern-
ment guidelines. However,
loud music was heard at some
places, where youngsters
danced during the procession.
Traditional musical instru-
ments, particularly the
Chende and Taala, remained a
major attraction. Women
dressed in traditional attire
also joined the celebrations
and danced to the rhythm of
the traditional musical
troupes.

Equality is core spirit of

BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

T. Chowdaiah Road, Kumara Park West, Bengaluru - 560 020

Govt of Karnataka

Olo Executive Engineer, PWD, Udupi Division
Udupi - 576101. C.No : (0820) 2531802

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore.

Constitution, says MLA Rai

No:BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-306/2026-27

Date: 25.09.2026

No. FD 12 JS(B&R) 2026 Bengaluru, September 26, 2026

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Equality is the fundamental spirit of the Indian
Constitution, and protecting the Constitution
that guarantees fundamental rights and free-
doms to citizens is the responsibility of every
citizen, said Puttur MLA Ashok Kumar Rai.
He was speaking after unveiling a plaque dis-
playing the Preamble to the Constitution of In-
dia at the Mangaluru Press Club on Friday.
Rai appreciated the initiative and said the me-
dia was regarded as the fourth pillar of democ-
racy. Installing the Preamble at the Press Club
was an exemplary step that would help rein-
force awareness of constitutional values, he

said.

He stressed the importance of safeguarding
the principles and rights guaranteed by the Con-
stitution and urged citizens to uphold its spirit

in their daily lives.

INVITATION FOR SHORT-TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in)

Short-Term Tender is invited for Marketing Housing Project
by Bangalore Development Authority (Indent Number:
BDA/2026-27/SE0131)
Tender Schedule: (1) Date of availability of Tender
Documents in e-portal: 25.09.2026 (2) Last date and time
for submission of Tender Pre-Bid Enquiries: 28.09.2026,
11.00 A.M. (3) Date and time of Tender Pre-Bid Meeting:
29.09.2026, 3.00 P.M. (4) Last date and time for submission of
Tender: 12.10.2026, 4.00 P.M. (5) Date of opening Technical
Bid of Tender: 13.10.2026 after 4.30 P.M.
Interested contractors can view further details on https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in and for more details it is requested to
contact the Housing Project Division-1 of BDA during office hours.
Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) & @BDAOfficialGoK

Note: For any reason if there is delay in uploading the Tender
Documents in e-portal, the revised/modified Tender Schedule
will only be published in e-portal.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, HPD-1 Division, BDA, Bengaluru
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Commencement of Down load of e-tender form website http://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in

From 25/09/2026  After 11:00 am

LAST DATE FOR QUERIES THROUGH ON-LINE

30/09/2026 Up to 5:00 pm

LAST DATE AND TIME FOR UPLOADING OF E-TENDER IN
e-PROCUREMENT PLATFORM ON OR BEFORE

03/10/2026 Up to 5:00 pm

The Technical Bid will be opened Online by the Authorized Officer on

05/10/2026 at 11:00 am

Original Documents Verifications

Shall be intimated

The Price Bid will be opened Online by the Authorized Officer on

Shall be intimated

CLASSIFIEDS
To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

PLACE OF OPENING OF TENDERS AND
ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION

DISTRICT HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
OFFICE, BANGALORE RURAL
No.207, lind floor, District Adm
Block, Vishwanthapura, Devanahalli,
Bangalore Rural Dist
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No. PWD:UDN:NIT-25:2026-27:AE-2 Dated: 25.09.2026

Short term Tender Notification

It is here by notified for the information of intending eligible
registered contractor in Karnataka PWD, through e-portal
“kppp.karnataka.gov.in” as per Karnataka tranperency in public
procurement act - 2023, as per specified terms & condition notified
there in. The Last date for submission of tender on 12.10.2026
through E-procurement portal “kppp.karnataka.gov.in” under 5054-
80-190-0-01-132 head, 1 work of Rs. 500.00 Lakhs Estimate cost
for KRDCL Brdige Work. For more information contact office during

office hours. Sd/-, Executive Engineer,
Public works department
Udupi Division, Udupi.
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

Itis notified for general information that the outstanding balance
of 7.22% Karnataka SDL 2026 issued in terms of the
Government of Karnataka, Finance Department Notification
No. FD 01 BMB 2016 dated October 21, 2016 will be repaid at
par on October 26, 2026 with interest due up to and including
October 25, 2026. In the event of a holiday being declared on
the aforesaid date by any State Government under the
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, the loan will be repaid by the
paying offices in that State on the previous working day.
No interest will accrue on the loan from and after October
26,2026.
2. As per sub-regulation 24 (2) and 24 (3) of Government
Securities Regulations, 2007 payment of maturity proceeds to
the registered holder of Government Security held in the form of
Subsidiary General Ledger or Constituent Subsidiary General
Ledger account or Stock Certificate shall be made by a pay
order incorporating the relevant particulars of his bank account
or by credit to the account of the holder in any bank having
facility of receipt of funds through electronic means. For the
purpose of making payment in respect of the securities, the
original subscriber or the subsequent holders of such a
Government Securities, as the case may be, shall submit to the
Bank or Treasury and Sub Treasury or branch of State Bank of
India, where they are enfaced / registered for payment of
interest, as the case may be, the relevant particulars of their
bank account.
3. However, in the absence of relevant particulars of bank
account / mandate for receipt of funds through electronic
means, to facilitate repayment on the due date, holders of 7.22%
Karnataka SDL 2026 should tender their securities at the
Public Debt Office, 20 days in advance. The securities should be
tendered for repayment, duly discharged on the reverse there of
asunder:

“Received the Principal due on the Certificate".
4. It should be particularly noted that at places where the
treasury work is done by a branch of the State Bank of India, the
securities, if they are in the form of Stock Certificates, should be
tendered at the branch of the bank concerned and not at the
Treasury or Sub-Treasury.
5. Holders who wish to receive payment at places other than
those where the securities have been enfaced for payment
should send them duly discharged to the Public Debt Office
concerned by Registered and Insured Post. The Public Debt
Office will make payment by issuing a draft payable at any
Treasury / Sub- Treasury or branch of State Bank of India
conducting Government Treasury work in the State of

Karnataka. Sd/- (Dr. Gopal Krishna B)

Deputy Secretary to Government
(Budget & Resources), Finance Department

DIPR/CP/2897/Zen/2026-27
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Chaluvarayaswamy assures public

welfare schemes will continue

Minister pledged to deliver results for local voters, highlighting 10
crore in completed rural projects and a new ration shop

CH NEWS, NAGAMANGALA

Affirming his deep dedication to
public service, Mandya District In-
charge and Water Resources Min-
ister N. Chaluvarayaswamy stated
that his constitutional authority
belongs entirely to the people. S

peaking after laying foundation
stones for the Maulana Azad
Model School building and a
post-matric minority girls' hostel
at Umar Nagar near Bellur on Fri-
day, he pledged that the Congress
administration will never discon-
tinue its popular guarantee
schemes.

Addressing the energetic gath-
ering, the minister declared that
he believes in delivering tangible
results rather than indulging in
empty rhetoric. He recalled how

local voters placed immense trust
in his leadership and helped him
reach the Vidhana Soudha, prom-
ising that he will work tirelessly
to repay their faith.

Highlighting ongoing rural
progress, he noted that projects
worth 10 crore had already been
inaugurated in the village, adding
that a long-demanded fair price
ration shop will open soon to
serve local residents.

Taking strong exception to bu-
reaucratic inertia, Chaluvarayas-
wamy openly reprimanded offi-
cials from the Land Army Depart-
ment for delaying the construction
of the proposed Ambedkar Bha-
van for over a year. He issued an
ultimatum, telling negligent offi-
cers to execute work immediately
or vacate the site. He questioned

how modifying project blueprints
could take twelve months, warn-
ing that administrative delays
would not be tolerated.
Following the event, the minis-
ter broke ground for a backward
classes residential school near
Devihalli Gate and launched fresh
roadworks in Yaraganahalli.
Prominent figures including DCC
Bank Director Dinesh, guarantee
committee president Mudalappa,
community activist Shivanna,
Jamia Masjid leader Suleman, and
minority welfare officer Mad-
hushree attended the ceremonies.
Speakers appreciated the govern-
ment’s infrastructure initiatives,
concluding that steady education-
al facilities and reliable civic
roads remain crucial for rural
transformation across the taluk.

AAM AADMI PARTY PROTESTS
AGAINST ABOLISHING KPSC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Aam Aadmi Party staged a
spirited protest at Freedom Park,
strongly opposing the state govern-
ment's reported move to consider
abolishing the Karnataka Public
Service Commission.

Addressing the gathering, State
Organizing Secretary Dr. Satish
Kumar asserted that authorities
must pursue stringent legal action
against corrupt officials, middle-
men, and fraudulent agents rather
than shutting down the constitu-
tional recruitment agency entirely.

He emphasized that government
hirings must be conducted trans-
parently through a dedicated public
body, noting that talk of disman-
tling the commission has created
panic among lakhs of young job
aspirants across Karnataka. He

urged the government to launch an
independent, time-bound investi-
gation into recruitment scams
while issuing clear directives to
protect the future of candidates
who have already appeared for
competitive examinations.
Endorsing these concerns,
Vice-President of the party's cam-
paign committee Lakshmikant Rao
warned that closing down the com-
mission would never solve the sys-
temic problems faced by youth
who dedicate years to exam prepa-
ration. He stated that the ruling
administration cannot simply wash
its hands of responsibility by using
the commission as an excuse for
broader governance failures. De-
manding full accountability and
administrative transparency, Rao
insisted that officials consult aspi-
rants, legal luminaries, and educa-

tion experts before taking drastic
measures. He warned that weaken-
ing the recruitment framework
would trigger massive statewide
student demonstrations.

Protesters raised slogans de-
manding swift institutional reform
and justice for honest candidates
preparing for state employment.
Prominent leaders and workers,
including Prakash Nedangadi,
Jagadish Chandra, Dr. Dinesh, Ir-
shad Pasha, Manikanta, Naveen
Iyer, Papanna, Umesh Gowda, Put-
tanna Gowda, and Damodar, par-
ticipated in the demonstration.
Party representatives concluded
that constitutional recruitment in-
stitutions must be actively protect-
ed and reformed, ensuring merit
and fairness triumph over corrup-
tion for future generations.

Prakash Raj demands
resignation of Gyanesh Kumar

CH NEWS, TUMAKURU

Actor and activist Prakash
Raj demanded the immediate
cancellation of the Special In-
tensive Revision process, al-
leging that the chaotic exer-
cise has disenfranchised lakhs
of eligible citizens across
Karnataka.

Speaking at a joint press
briefing hosted by the SIR
Resistance Committee and
progressive collectives at the
Jana Chalavali Kendra on Fri-
day, he sought the immediate
resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar over controversial,
non-consensual modifications
made to voter forms.

Raj alleged that deploying
undertrained Booth Level Of-
ficers led to widespread ad-
ministrative collapse, leaving
approximately 1.08 crore cit-
izens without valid voting
rights. He pointed out severe
anomalies across rolls, where
genuine living voters disap-
peared while deceased indi-
viduals remained enrolled,
alongside numerous deletions
triggered by minor typograph-
ical errors. He questioned
why ordinary citizens must
endure hardship on the streets
for institutional lapses, stress-
ing that the Constitution guar-
antees absolute equality be-
fore the law, with no special
privileges for VIPs over ordi-
nary citizens.

Announcing a nationwide
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agitation roadmap, Raj re-
vealed that civil society
movements Eddelu Karnataka
and Jagruta Karnataka will
conduct state-wide fact-find-
ing tours to document opera-
tional blunders. Organizers
will present detailed dossiers
at a press conference in Ben-
galuru on September 30, fol-
lowed by a national media
briefing in Delhi on October
1 featuring affected leaders
from multiple states. Further-
more, he declared that legal
teams will initiate the process
of filing an FIR against Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar on October 3.
Progressive groups plan to
stage a massive protest rally
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
on October 15, bringing to-
gether opposition parliamen-
tarians, farmers, Dalit collec-
tives, and labor unions. Se-
nior activists Dorairaju, C.
Yathiraju, Indira, and CITU
leader Syed Mujeeb attended
the briefing, vowing to fight
fearlessly as a unified plat-
form for aggrieved voters.

‘Quality and branding

essential for farm exports’
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

High product quality and strategic branding
are vital for agricultural goods to succeed in
global export markets, stated Thimmanna
Chavadi, Board of Management member at
the University of Agricultural Sciences,
Raichur.

Speaking after inaugurating a specialized
export training workshop organized jointly
by UAS Raichur and APEDA at the Agricul-
tural Extension Education Centre, Chavadi
urged growers to follow scientific cultivation
methods to secure premium international
prices. He encouraged farmers to embrace
integrated farming models like sericulture
and fisheries alongside traditional crops.

Joint Director of Agriculture Krishnamur-
thy highlighted that Koppal’s favorable climate
and extensive Tungabhadra canal irrigation cre-
ate immense opportunities for horticultural ex-
ports. He requested APEDA’s technical support
in building modern cold-storage facilities to
preserve harvested crops. Addressing quality
concerns, Joint Director of Horticulture Krishna
Ukkunda revealed that although Koppal’s fa-
mous 'Kesar' mango commands high export
value, consignments have faced overseas rejec-
tions due to excessive pesticide residues. He
demanded that APEDA set up chemical residue
testing laboratories at the district's upcoming
rice and horticulture parks to ensure compliance
with strict international safety norms.

APEDA Development Manager Karanth B.
explained the simple registration procedure for
prospective exporters, noting that registered
members receive three days of specialized
training alongside an attractive seventy-five
percent government subsidy for sorting, grad-
ing, packaging, and storage infrastructure.

Extension Leader Dr. P.R. Badari Prasad
urged farmers to utilize institutional assistance,
while progressive farmer Anandatirtha Pati
shared practical insights on meeting rigorous
food safety standards in Israel and Thailand.

Gadag forms panel for upcoming council elections

CH NEWS, GADAG

To prepare effectively
for the 2026 biennial
election to the Karnataka
West Graduates' Constit-
uency, the district admin-
istration has reconstitut-
ed its Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral
Participation committee.

The primary goal is to
design an extensive ac-
tion plan that spreads
vital civic awareness and

tional institutions, work-
places, and rural commu-
nities throughout the re-
gion.

The Chief Executive
Officer of the Gadag Zil-
la Panchayat serves as
chairperson and desig-
nated nodal officer,
while the District Infor-
mation Officer functions
as member secretary.
Key panel members in-
clude deputy directors
and leaders from women

welfare, backward class-
es and minorities, public
instruction, pre-universi-
ty education, and indus-
tries.

To maximize local out-
reach, the committee
also incorporates youth
coordinators, National
Service Scheme leaders,
the Gadag-Betageri mu-
nicipal commissioner,
and chief officers from
town councils across
Lakshmeshwar, Munda-

Shirahatti, and Naregal.
Deputy Commissioner
and District Election Of-
ficer C.N. Sridhar issued
formal directives man-
dating all members per-
form duties strictly under
Election Commission of
India guidelines. The
panel will conduct voter
education campaigns,
verify registrations, and
encourage ethical polling
to ensure transparent and
enthusiastic democratic
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HDFC BANK LIMITED

H DFc BAN K Regd. Office: HDFC Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai - 400013
Branch: #51, HDFC House, Kasturba Road, Bangalore 560 001

Tel:-080-41183000 CIN L65920MH1994PLC080618 Website: www.hdfcbank.com

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13 (2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of HDFC Bank Limited (erstwhile HDFC Limited having amalgamated with HDFC Bank Limited by virtue of a
Scheme of Amalgamation approved by Hon'ble NCLT-Mumbai vide order dated 17th March 2023) (HDFC) under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002, issued Demand Notices under Section 13 (2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) listed hereunder, to pay the
amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice/s, within 60 days from the date of the respective Notice/s, as per details given below. The undersigned have, caused
these Notices to be pasted on the premises of the last known respective addresses of the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s). Copies of the said
Notices are available with the undersigned, and the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s), may, if they so desire, collect the respective copy from the

un

dersigned on any working day during normal office hours.

In connection with the above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) to pay to HDFC, within 60 days from the
date of publication of this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below in their respective names, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notices from the
respective dates mentioned below in column (c) till the date of payment and / or realization, read with the loan agreement and other documents/writings, if any, executed by the
said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the following Secured Asset(s) have been mortgaged to HDFC by the said Borrower (s) respectively.

Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to
redeem the secured asset/s.

. : Date of Description of Secured Asset in

s Name of Bortower(s) Logal i) Total Quistanding Demand | respect of which Securiy nfrest has

otice been created

(@) (b) () (d) (f)

01 | Ms.ArchanaN (Borrower), HDFC Bank Limited Loan Alc Nos: 17.08.2026 Plot 15, House 346, Khatta
Designation: Deputy Manager, Department: Virtual RM 689854935 : 864/117/15, Ward No 56, B
No-188 Beml 4th Stage, Rajerajeshwari Nagar, Halagevadariahalli, Rs.51,08,851/- N.P.A. Date:| Narayanapura K R Puram Hubli,
Rajarajeshwari nagar S.0, Bengaluru 560098. [Rupees Fifty One Lakhs Eight () Bengaluru 560036
Ms.AshaN (Co-Borrower), Concentrix Daksh Services India Private | Thousand Eight Hundred and | 28.11.2025
Limited, Designation: Senior Sme, Department: Google Services, D-1 Fifty One Only] as on
Manyata Tech Park, Bangalore Hebbal - Bengaluru - 560048. 31.07.2026
Mr. N Ajith (Co-Borrower), 24/7 Customer Private Limited,

Designation: Executive, Department: It, No.3 embassy Icon, Level 2 & 3,
Infantry Road - Banglore —560000.

Ms. Archana N (Borrower), Mrs. Saroja N (Co-Borrower)

Ms.AshaN (Co-Borrower), Mr. N Ajith (Co-Borrower)

Mr. Narayana Swamy M (Co-Borrower), All are residing at: 15
Sakamma Layout, 1st Main 2nd Cross, Bnarayana Pura, Roja Provisonal
Store, K R Puram, Devasandra Bengaluru 560016._Also at: Plot 15,
House 346,Khatta 864/117/15,Ward No 56, B Narayanapura K R Puram
Hobli, Bengaluru-560036.

02 [ Mr. Sudhindra Krishna G (Borrower), Loan Afc Nos: 19.08.2026 | All that piece and parcel of the
Sanjana Ceramics, Designation: Proprietor 1) 622208951 property bearing Site No.28, Khata
No 589, 1st Cross Maralingappa Layout, Ring Road, Bengaluru 560072 Rs.9,08,871/- N.P.A. Date: | No.127/ 128/129/130, carved out of
Mr. Sudhindra KrishnaG (Borrower) 2) 622208975 (e) residentially converted land bearing
Mrs. Veena Sudhindra K S (Co-Borrower) Rs.5,71,396/- 03.08.2025 | SY.N0.83/2, situated at Mallathahall
Bothare residingat: H N 28, Krishna Nilaya, 10th Cross, Balaji Layout, Total Amount: Village, Yeshwanthpura Hobli,
Near RTO Office, Bengaluru 560072. Rs.14,80,267/- [Rupees Bangalore North Taluk, Bangalore,
Also at: S No 28, Sy No 83/2, Khatha No 127/128/129/130, Mallathhalli | Fourteen Lakhs Eighty measuring Esatto West : 401, North
Village, Yeshwanthpura Hobli, Bengaluru 560056. Thousand Two Hundred and }0" South: 30ft., and bounded as

Sixty Seven Paise Only] as on ollows. East by Site bearing No.17,
31.07.2026 Westby: Rqad, North by : Slte.No.27
South by : Site No.29. Along with any
construction thereon, present and
future.

03 [ Mr. SriVishnuHV (Borrower) Loan A/c Nos: 19.08.2026 KHB KENGERI DIAMOND,
Rootbridge Services Private Limited 1) 680941496 : Rs.11,44,310/- APARTMENT-703VII-F-A,
Designation: Social Impact Execut, Department: Sales, 2) 681790710 : Rs.32,389)- | N.P.A. Date:| FLOOR-7, S NO 20/2, KENGERI,
Employee No: 106, No 21/11, Ground Floor, Craig Park Layout, MG Total Amount: (e) KENGERI_R, BENGALURU,
Road, Bangalore G P O, Bengaluru 560001. Rs.11,76,699/- [Rupees Eleven | 04.12.2025 560060, KARNATAKA
Also at: No 12 1st Floor, Gururaj Layout Doddanekkundi, 1stAMain 3rd | Lakhs Seventy Six Thousand
Cross New, 6th Cross, Marathahalli Colony, VRR Lake View, Bengaluru | Six Hundred and Ninety Nine
560037.Also at: KHB Kengeri Diamond, Apartment-703VII-F-A, Floor-7, Only] as on 31.07.2026
SNo20/2, Kengeri, Kengeri, Bengaluru, 560060.

04 |Mr. Tumuluri Sunil (Borrower), Tata Elxsi Limited, Loan Alc Nos: 17.08.2026 | AMRUTHA PLATINUM TOWERS
Designation: Senior Specialist, Department: Media Communication 689345903 BLOCK B, UNIT B 729, FLOOR 7,
Tata Elxsi Limited, Bhoruka, Technology Park, Mahadevapura, Diagonal, Rs.30,60,960/- N.P.A.Date:| SNO51, NALLURAHALLLI,
Garudacharpalya Metro, Bengaluru 560048. [Rupees Thirty (e) SIDDAPURA ROAD, WHITE FIELD,
Mrs. Jonnalagadda Sowjanya (Co-Borrower) Lakhs Sixty Thousand Nine | 26.12.2025 | BENGALURU-560066 KARNATAKA
Infosys Limited, Designation: Project Manager Hundred and Sixty Only]

Department: Project Manager, Plot No 44 Building No 50, Hosa Road, as on 31.07.2026
Phase-1, Bangalore 560099.

Bothare residing at: Flat301vascon Fortunaa, Srvy 9 Beratena Agrahara,

NR Hosa Road, JN Bengaluru-560100

Also at: Unit-B-729, Floor-7, Amrutha Platinum Towers Block B,

S No 51, Nallurahallli Siddapura Road, Bengaluru 560066.

05 | Mr. Punith Latha (Borrower), HDFC Bank Limited Loan A/c Nos: 18.08.2026 | SAI BRINDAVANAM UNIT 405,
Designation: Manager, Department: Retail Branch Banking 1) 656539469 : Rs.41,98,419/- FLOOR3,SNO 155,

24/3 4th Floor Hdfc House, Kasturba Road Behind, UB-City Tower, | 2)659355820 :Rs.11,07,736/- |N.P.A. Date:| MUDDINAYAPALYAVILLAGE
Bangalore Bazar, Bengaluru 560001. Total Amount (e) YESHWANTHPURA HB,
Also at: #30 Ground Floor 2nd Main, 14 Th Cross, Nagarbhavi 2nd Stage, Rs.53,06,155/- 05.03.2025 GIDDADAKONENAHALLI,
Ear Yoga Dental Clinic, Peenya All Stages, Malagala Main Road, [Rupees Fifty Three Lakhs Six BENGALURU -560022
Tmkur Rd Bengaluru 560091. Thousand One Hundred and KARNATAKA

Also at: Unit-405, Floor-3, Sai Brindavanam, S No 15/5, Muddinayapalya Fifty Five Only] as on

Village, Yeshwanthpura Hb, Giddadakonenahalli, Bengaluru 560022. 31.07.2026

06 | Mr.V Suresh Babu (Borrower), Bajaj Electricals Limited Loan Afc Nos: 19.08.2026 | FLAT-SF-02, FLOOR-2ND, PLOT
Designation: AsstManager, Department: Finance Accounts 1) 639408573 193, SUNNINGDALE, S NO 312,
Employee No: 2582, No 16 BajajBhavan Residency, Road Bangalore 560025. Rs.33,12,743- N.PA. Date:| VP KATHA, NO. 773, BEGUR
Mrs.Manjula (Co-Borrower), B.L.R. Knits Private Limited 2) 640215536 (e) VILLAGE, BEGUR HOBLI,
Designation: Manager H R, Department: Human Resouyrce Rs. 1'39'319I'_ 01.09.2025 | BANERGHATTA, BENGALURU
Employee No: 352BMS, 7th Mile Hosur Road Kudlu Gate, Total Amount : 560076
Bangalore 560068. Both are residing at: No 124, Jayaganga Krupa, 4th Rs.34_,52,062/-

Cross,Vishupriya Nagar, Begur, Bengaluru 560068, Also at: No 17/1g |  [Rupees Thirty Four Lakhs
15th Main, Begur Road, Next To St Francies School, Hongasandra [ ~ Fifty Two Thousand Sixty
Bangalore South, Begur, Bengaluru 560068. Also at: Flat-Sf-02, Floor- Two Only]

2nd, Sunningdale, Plot 193, No 312,VP Katha, No. 773, Begur Village, as on 31.07.2026
Begur, Hobli, Banerghatta, Bengaluru 560076.

07 | Mr. Srinivasa N (Borrower), Neugen Marketing Loan A/c Nos: 19.08.2026 | ARNEESH ROSE FLAT NO 202
Designation: Proprietor, Department: Service 607127763 1 ST FLOOR, NO 42/2,

No 5, 1st FIr, AGS Complex, 147, Kaikondarahalli Cross, Carmelaram Po, Rs.4,49,710/- N.P.A. Date:| PLOT NO 6, AREKERE VILLAGE
Sarjapur Road, Bengaluru 560035 [Rupees Four Lakhs Forty Nine (e) BEGUR HOBLI, BANGALORE
Mrs. Usha Rani T P (Co-Borrower), Hobs & Knobs Thousansd Sev:engluln;ired and | 03.10.2025 SOUTHTQ, BTMU
Designation: Office Manager, Department: Administration eventy Only BENGALURU 560076
No4, 12th Cross, Wilson Garden, Bengaluru 560027. as on 31.07.2026 KARNATAKA

Both are residing at: No 216, 2nd Floor, Banashankari Nilaya, Nanjappa

Layout, Anekal, Banerghatta Road, Bengaluru 560076.

Also at: Flat No 202, 1st Floor, Ameesh Rose, No 42/2, Plot No 6, Arekere

Village, Begur Hobli, Bangalore South Tq, Bengaluru 560076.

08 | Mr. Tharanath AS (Borrower), Hindustan Aeronautics Limited Loan A/c Nos: 19.08.2026 | PLOT 331 HOUSE NA VILLAGE
Designation: Technician, Department: Cnc Operation 1) 653137242 HEROHALLI WARD 72
Engine Division Old Madras Road, Baiyappanahall Bengaluru 560093 Rs.49,29,883/- N.P.A.Date:| YESHWANTHPUR PROP 143
Mr. S AYashwanth Kumar (Co-Borrower), Otis Elevator Co (India)Ltd 2) 661399326 (e) ASSESEMNT NO 67
Designation: Executive Construction, Department: Ind Construction Rs.14,62,869/- 04.11.2025 YESHWANTHAPURA
Ind Construction, Langford Road, Shanthinagar Bengaluru 560027. 3) 654509258 BENGALURU MUNESHWARA
Also at: Otis Elevator Co (India)Ltd, Designation: Se Rs.1,60,974/- LAYOUT 560002 KARNATAKA
Department: Ind Construction, No. 92, Kiadb Industrial Estat, Phase —li, Total Amount
Jigani Industrial Area, Bengaluru 560105 Rs.65,53,726 /-

Mr. TharanathAS (Borrower), Mrs. SAPoornima Tharanath (Co-Borrower) [Rupees Sixty Five Lakhs
Mr. S A Yashwanth Kumar (Co-Borrower), All are residing at: #91, Fifty Three Thousand
Anne Gowda, Magadi Road, Byadarahalli, Bengaluru 560091 Seven Hundred and Twenty
Mr. Tharanath A S (Borrower), Mrs. SA Poornima Tharanath| Six Only] as on 31.07.2026
(Co-Borrower), Mr. S AYashwanth Kumar (Co-Borrower),

Mrs. Sumithra B J (Co-Borrower), Mr. Annegowda (Co-Borrower)

All are residing at: Plot 331, House Na,Village, Herohalli, Ward 72

Yeshwanthpur, Prop-143 Assesemnt No 67, Bengaluru 560022.

Mrs. Sumithra B J (Co-Borrower), Mr. Annegowda (Co-Borrower),

Both are residing at: 150, 4th Cross, Sathyamangala, Hassan 573201.

09 | Mr. Purohita Santosa Prasada (Borrower) Loan A/c Nos: 20.08.2026 | UNIT-240-WING-5, FLOOR-2, SAl
Mindtree Limited, Designation: Project Manager 668211247 SILICON CITY TOWER 5, S NO
Department: IT, P5 Mindtree Building global Village Tech Park, Mysore Rs. 56,73,553/- N.P.A. Date: 113/4, NAGONDANAHALLI,
Rd, Bengaluru - 560059. Also at: Near New Bus Stand, Brahmapur|  [Rupees Fifty Six Lakhs (e) VILLAGE, K R PURAM HB,
Stand, Berhampur - Ganjam, Ganjam-Brahmapur, Odisha 760001 Seventy Three Thousand Five | 24.12.2024 NAGONDANAHALLI,

Also at: Unit-240-Wing-5, Floor-2, Sai Siicon City Tower 5, S No 113/4, | Hundred and Fifty Three Only] BENGALURU, 560066,
Nagondanahalli, Whitefield, Immedihalli B.O, Bengaluru, Whitefield - 560066. as on 31.07.2026 KARNATAKA

10 [ Mr. Swamy Nayaka M D (Borrower), Vidyavardhaka Composite Pre " 6105:]-;;7"9/\/; N;’::SO 2901 18.08.2026 | Item -1: ASST NO 2083, MARUTHI
University College, Designation: Lecturer, Department: Geograph +Rs.13,60,390/ BADAWANE, WARD NO 22, 2ND
Sheshadriylyer Rogad, Tilak Nagar, Mysore 570021 s 2) 619479029 : Rs.1,35,923/- | N.P.A. Date:| DIVISION,, HUNSURE TOWN,
Also at: No 3591/1, Maruti Extension, Hunsur Town, Hunsur, Mysore 3) 638958376 : Rs. 4,87,868/- (e) MYSORE_DT_R, MYSORE
571105. Also at: Asst No 2083, Maruthi Badawane, Ward No 22, 2nd | Total Amount: Rs.19,84,181/- | 05.05.2024 570001, KARNATAKA.
Division, Hunsure Town, Mysore H 0 570001 [Rupees Nineteen Lakhs Eighty Item -2: NO-3591/1, MARUTHI
Mr. Srinivasa (Guarantor), No.179, Sriramamandira Beedi, Belagola, | FOUr Thousand One Hundred EXTENSION, RATHNAPURI
Srirangapattana Taluk, Mandya District, Belagola, Srirama Temple, Mandya and Eighty One Only] ROAD, NEAR, SHANESHWARA
571606. Mr. Srinivasa, Vidyavardhaka Composite Pre University College as on 31.07.2026 TEMSP%E'O“SAYSIL\ORRNEA&%’XSUR
Designation: Lecturer, Department: Education, Sheshadri lyer Road, '

Tilak Nagar, Mysore 570021.

*with further interest cost, expenses, and charges as applicable incurred till the date of payment and / or realization. If the said Borrower (s) / Legal Heir(s) /
Legal Representative(s) fail to make payment to HDFC Bank Limited as aforesaid, then HDFC Bank Limited shall proceed against the above Secured
Asset / Immovable Property under Section 13 (4) of the said Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risk of the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal

Representative(s) as to the costs and consequences.

The said Borrower (s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) are prohibited under the said Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset / Inmovable Property,
whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of HDFC Bank Limited. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the
provisions of the Act or Rules made thereunder shall be liable forimprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

Date : 26.09.2026

For HDFC Bank Ltd.

boosts democratic voter  and child development, ragi, Ron, Gajendragad, participation. Place: Bangalore Sd/- Authorized Officer of HDFC Bank Ltd. under SARFAESI Act, 2002
turnout across all educa-  district health, social Naragund, Mulgund,
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Kolar set for grand
Ambedkar Seva
convention

KOLAR
The Ambedkar Seva Sami-
ti Karnataka will celebrate
its ninth anniversary con-
vention on September 27
at the Government Junior
College grounds, an-
nounced founding presi-
dent K.M. Sandesh. Speak-
ing at a press conference,
Sandesh stated that over
nine years of activism, the
organization has fought
thousands of battles for
exploited families, securing
over 5,000 acres of land
for marginalized communi-

ties.
Celebrations will begin at
Bangarpet Circle with trib-

utes to Dr. Ambedkar, fol-
lowed by a procession
honoring Maharshi Valmiki.
A special helicopter will
shower fresh flowers on
Ambedkar’s statue near
the main stage. Leaders
Chinnapura Anil and Bha-
trahalli Naveen attended
the press meet.

Dalit leader criticizes
former lawmaker
Pratap Simha

KALABURAGI
Dalit activist Srinivas Ban-
nakki strongly criticized
former Parliamentarian
Pratap Simha, describing
him as an unemployed
politician seeking cheap
publicity through contro-
versial remarks.
|ssuing a public statement,
Bannakki condemned
Simha'’s recent claim that
Dalit groups stage demon-
strations wearing blue
scarves without reading Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar’s literature.
Bannakki stressed that
community organizations
work ceaselessly across In-
dia to spread constitution-
al principles, Ambedkarite
ideology, and social justice.
He stated that making dis-
paraging remarks against
dedicated reform bodies is
unacceptable. Bannakki
concluded that the former
lawmaker spoke out of
pure ignorance, having
completely failed to under-
stand the sacred signifi-
cance behind the color
blue or community senti-
ments.
I

Anegundi to host
vibrant World Tourism
Day celebrations

KOPPAL
The Koppal district-level
World Tourism Day cele-
bration will take place at
the historic town of Ane-
gundi in Gangavathi Ta-
luk on September 29, an-
nounced Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Suresh B.
Itnal. As the ancient first
capital of the Vijayana-
gara Empire, Anegundi
provides an ideal back-
drop to spotlight modern
digital innovation, artifi-
cial intelligence, and sus-
tainable eco-friendly
tourism practices across
the heritage circuit.

A major highlight of the
festival includes an ener-
getic public cycling rally
starting from scenic An-
janadri Hill and conclud-
ing at the historic Gagan
Mahal.

Healthcare is pure service,
not mere business: ADC

Police and medical leaders in Koppal urged chemists to prevent youth
substance abuse and report suspicious bulk medicine purchases

KOPPAL

Healthcare is fundamentally a
life-saving social service rath-
er than a business for making
profit, so pharmacists must
never compromise on profes-
sional ethics, advised Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
Sidrameshwara.

He spoke while inaugurat-
ing World Pharmacist Day
celebrations and the dis-
trict-level Best Pharmacist
award ceremony at the Dis-
trict Administration Bhavan
auditorium on Friday.

Organizers observed the
global theme, "Empowering
Pharmacists for a Healthy Fu-
ture," urging professionals to
embrace digital tools and con-
tinuous research.

Stressing the delicate nature
of medical dispensing,
Sidrameshwara noted that a sin-
gle careless error harms the rep-
utation of the entire fraternity.

Koppal City Police Inspector
Suresh stated that if doctors re-
semble God, pharmacists act as
distributors of divine offerings.
He cautioned against youth sub-
stance abuse, asking chemists to
report suspicious, bulk purchas-
es of cough syrups or sleeping
tablets. He highlighted the
state's "Byada Bro" campaign,
which works to protect youths
from addictive peer pressures.

Assistant Drug Controller
Venkatesh Rathod honored Pro-
fessor Mahadev Lal Schroff as
the father of Indian pharmacy
education, recalling the heroic
sacrifices made by pharmacists
as front-line Covid warriors. He
warned against growing anti-
biotic resistance, reminding
retailers that the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act strictly forbids
dispensing scheduled drugs
on plain slips without valid
medical practitioner registra-
tion details and authorized
signatures.

During the commemorative
event, authorities presented
prestigious district awards to
five outstanding pharmacists
and formally felicitated 125
senior practitioners who ded-
icated over twenty-five years
of service to public health-
care. Senior Civil Judge Ma-
hantesh Daragad, Assistant
Commissioner Mehboob
Jilan, District Health Officer
Dr. Eshwar Savadi, alongside
chemist association leaders
Suresh Morageri, Kotrappa
Korlalli, Ashokaswamy Her-

HIGHLIGHTS

* Healthcare Emphasized
As Life-Saving Social
Service

» World Pharmacist Day
Celebrations Held Locally

» Pharmacists Urged To
Report Suspicious Bulk
Sales

» Strict Compliance With
Drug Acts Enforced

* Five Outstanding District
Pharmacists Honored

* One Hundred Twenty
Five Senior Practitioners
Felicitated

ur, and pharmacy students
attended the program, resolv-
ing to maintain high ethical
standards and improve patient
wellness throughout the
district.

New high-mast light illuminates
Kadagattur Village

CH NEWS, KOLAR

Doddavallabhi Lakshmana-
gowda, president of the LG
Foundation and a dedicated
local social worker, officially
performed the groundbreak-
ing ceremony to install a
high-mast light in Kadagattur
village.

The entire development
project is fully funded by the
foundation.

Speaking to the gathered
crowd, Lakshmanagowda said
lighting a lamp at any event
represents genuine develop-
ment. He emphasized that
people must change their

mindset and avoid using dirty
politics for selfish gains. True
village progress happens only
when everyone stands togeth-
er in complete harmony. He
explained that social service
and public life are linked, of-
fering to serve as a reliable
bridge between citizens and
government welfare schemes.

Supporting these efforts,
JDS leader CMR Srinath com-
mended Lakshmanagowda for
spending personal money to
help the local community. Sri-
nath noted that national devel-
opment depends strictly on
uplifting rural areas first. He
also raised urgent concerns

about the severe drought fac-
ing the district. Due to scarce
rainfall and frequent power
cuts, farmers are suffering
huge losses. He demanded
that authorities immediately
establish fodder banks and
provide uninterrupted electric-
ity for agricultural work.

Speakers affirmed that elec-
toral defeats will never stop
them from standing beside
rural families during hard
times. Several community
leaders, town panchayat
members, and local villagers
attended the lively gathering
to express their sincere
gratitude.

Rich minds foster truly contented
human lives: Annayyanavara

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

True prosperity lies in culti-
vating a generous mindset
rather than accumulating
worldly possessions, ob-
served Principal District and
Sessions Judge M.H. An-
nayyanavara.

Inaugurating the valedic-
tory program of a legal
awareness initiative at the
foothills of SRS Betta on
Friday, the judge stated that
those with an impoverished
spirit remain poor despite
material riches, noting that
contentment is the ultimate
form of wealth.

The outreach event was
organized jointly by the
Karnataka State Legal Ser-
vices Authority, Ramanaga-
ra Advocates' Association,
District Legal Services Au-
thority, Zilla Panchayat, Hu-
likere Gunnuru Gram Pan-
chayat, and Padma Law
College.

Addressing law students,
Annayyanavara urged them
to uphold social equity, dis-
cipline, and hard work re-
gardless of their chosen ca-
reer paths. He stressed that
actively serving vulnerable

and underprivileged citizens
is essential for leading a
purposeful and peaceful ex-
istence.

District Legal Services
Authority Member Secre-
tary and Senior Civil Judge
Savita P.R. noted that the
valedictory session marked
only the start of the stu-
dents' legal journey. De-
scribing law as an empow-
ering instrument for the
public, she advised young
entrants to listen attentively
to grassroots grievances and
uphold statutory ethics.

She observed that while
adjudicating cases presents
tough challenges, securing
justice for disadvantaged
individuals brings unparal-
leled professional gratifica-
tion.

Presiding over the gather-
ing, Ramanagara Advocates'
Association President K.
Kempayya hailed the legal
profession as a noble calling
dedicated to defending con-
stitutional rights.

Emphasizing that practi-
tioners remain lifelong
learners, he urged students
to dedicate themselves to
continuous study and pre-
serve professional dignity.
Association office-bearers
V.N. Jayaram, T.M. Chan-
drashekhar, H.D. Jyothi,
Padma Law College Princi-
pal G. Rani Nalini, manage-
ment trustees, and law fac-
ulty attended the ceremony,
reaffirming their collective
commitment to expanding
equal legal aid across rural
communities.

Modern learning
hub opens for
rural students

HUNSUR

Educational and professional
advancement for rural youth
remains our primary mission,
declared former legislator and
prominent social figure H.P.
Manjunath.

He made these inspiring
remarks while inaugurating
the state-of-the-art Snehajeevi
Center for Education near the
busy city bus stand.

The modern institution fea-
tures fully air-conditioned
study rooms, digital smart
boards, and advanced learning
tools that create an ideal at-
mosphere for aspiring young
learners.

The center has rolled out
diverse specialized coaching
programs designed to elevate
academic and career success.
Mysuru’s prestigious Bhav-
ishya Academy conducts rig-
orous NEET preparation for
pre-university students at an
affordable fee of 335,000,
which includes compli-
mentary study guides and stu-
dent uniforms. Meanwhile,
Tej Academy of Mysuru di-
rects targeted morning coach-
ing for ninth and tenth stan-
dard CBSE candidates. In
addition, dedicated faculty
manage intensive foundation
sessions for commerce schol-
ars and prospective Chartered
Accountants seeking profes-
sional excellence.

Beyond core academics, the
modern institution offers vi-
brant weekend batches for
residential school admissions,
plans specialized creative les-
sons through a visiting Film
Institute, and runs spoken En-
glish courses for homemak-
ers.

Experienced mentors will
also provide structured career
counseling sessions every
year during February, March,
and April to guide students
along rewarding career path-
ways.

The management warmly
invites qualified guest educa-
tors to fill ten remaining fac-
ulty openings across multiple
vocational training programs.

Parents express severe anger over delayed school shoes

Malingaraya Pujar
CH NEWS

The ambitious Vidya Vikas
Yojana to supply free foot-
wear to government school
pupils has completely bro-
ken down across the taluk. A
clear failure exists at the
Government Higher Primary
School in Haripura, Shira-
hatti.

Although the previous aca-
demic session concluded
months ago and Dussehra
holidays are fast approach-
ing, eligible children have
still not received the foot-
wear promised for last year.
This delay has triggered

widespread fury among local
parents.

Administrative paralysis
began when former headmas-
ter H.M. Jalihal was trans-
ferred elsewhere in June.
Department regulations re-
quire departing heads to

transfer school responsibili-
ties, financial accounts, and
institutional files immediate-
ly to a successor. Jalihal,
however, failed to return to
hand over charge. Conse-
quently, daily school admin-
istration has frozen. Current

staff and Cluster Resource
Persons remain helpless,
while bank accounts stay in-
accessible, preventing au-
thorities from releasing funds
to distribute the footwear.

Most students at Haripura
are children of impoverished
agricultural laborers who
cannot afford basic footwear.
Left without support, vulner-
able children walk to classes
barefoot or in torn slippers
beneath the blazing sun. Dis-
tressed parents question why
innocent children must suffer
due to bureaucratic arrogance
and official disputes.

The footwear crisis extends
far beyond Haripura across

Gadag district. Recent deliv-
eries sparked outrage regard-
ing substandard materials,
prompting the Karnataka
Upa Lokayukta to initiate a
suo motu inquiry. Further-
more, schools across the re-
gion received completely in-
correct shoe sizes, rendering
them unusable.

Aggrieved parents argue
that grand government adver-
tisements mean nothing
when children walk barefoot
on hot gravel roads.

They demand that educa-
tion department officers
leave their desk offices and
inspect rural school grounds
directly.

Solur Rural
Cooperative Society
unveils new building

MAGADI

A modern administrative
building built at an estimated
cost of ¥1.50 crore will offi-
cially open on November 20,
announced S. Chandrashek-
harayya, President of the
Solur Multipurpose Primary
Agricultural Rural Coopera-
tive Society.

Addressing members
during the Annual General
Meeting for the 2025-26 fis-
cal term, he recalled that al-
though the institution was
originally founded in 1949, it
remained defunct for for-
ty-two years. Sixteen years
ago, local leaders revived op-
erations overnight, transform-
ing the society into a vibrant,
solvent organization that gen-
erated 34.42 lakh in net profit
this year.

Chandrashekharayya noted
that ¥8.50 crore in agricultur-
al loans had been distributed,
alongside %40 lakh lent to lo-
cal merchants at a concession-
al one percent interest rate.
Construction funding com-
prised a %45 lakh composite
advance from the BIDCC
Bank, 13 lakh in farmer con-
tributions, 1 lakh from Apex
Bank, personal donations, and
legislative constituency grants
totaling 320 lakh from local
lawmakers.

While %30 lakh is still
needed, the society plans to
expand into gold, vehicle, and
housing loans, while operat-
ing a commercial fertilizer
dealership.

AtaGlance

> Infrastructure Milestone: The
Solur Multipurpose Primary Agri-
cultural Rural Cooperative Socie-
ty announced the November 20
inauguration of its new ¥1.50
crore building.

> Financial Performance: The socie-
ty highlighted strong metrics, in-
cluding #8.50 crore in crop loans
disbursed,?5.14 crore in general
loans, and a net profit of 4.42
lakh.

> Future Schemes: Leaders out-
lined plans for 62 lakh in newly
sanctioned loans, low-interest
livestock rearing loans, and ex-
panded fertilizer sales.

Taking the stage, former
Zilla Panchayat member Shi-
varudrayya urged the board to
insure ragi crops and firmly
admonished administrative
staff for lax loan recovery.
Highlighting accessible credit
avenues, speakers pointed out
that livestock shed loans up to
%30 lakh remain available at a
subsidized three percent inter-
est rate.

BIDCC Bank supervisor
Jagadish reminded personnel
to maintain regular daily at-
tendance, display beneficiary
schemes clearly on office no-
ticeboards, and issue formal
identity cards to all members.
Board directors, including
Vice President Chikkanna,
Noorulla Baig, and several
farmers, attended the lively
gathering, expressing confi-
dence that expanded rural
credit will steadily uplift local
agricultural households.

a4 KARNATAKA HOUSING BOARD

Karnataka

Butding Communtie:

3" Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road,
Bengaluru - 560009.

Tender Notification

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

Karnataka Housing Board invite tender through Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal for the below mentioned work.

Providing Security Services for CBAB Complex, Cauvery Bhavana,
Bengaluru for the year of 2026-27. Work Indent & IFT No. KHB/2026-
27/0W/WORK_INDENT 795 & IFT No. 57/2026-27 Date: 22.09.2026.
Amount put to tender : Rs. 38,96,405/-.

Last date for submission of bid: 06.10.2026 up to 4 PM

For further information, contact below mentioned office address:
Executive Engineer, Karnataka Housing Board, Cauvery Bhavan,
Bengaluru. Telephone No: 080-22273511, Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in . .

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

DIPR/CP/2955/AKAR/2026-27 Karnataka Housing Board, Bengaluru

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,

DAVANAGERE DIVISION, DAVANAGERE.
No.EE:PWD:Dvg/AE-3:IFT-23:2026-27 Dated:- 24.09.2026

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION |

Ref : This office tender notification No. IFT-23/2026-27
dated : 24.09.2026.

The works under Head of Account 5054-80-190-0-01-132 KRDCL
1 Work, amount of Rs.200.00 lakhs pertaining to Honnali sub
division under the Jurisdiction of PWD, Davanagere division,
has been called for the tenders from registered Contractors in
KPWD for the above works through KPP Portal as per standard
tender documents rules. W.I. 36830 (Call-3)
Tender dates are as mentioned below: (1) Last Date & time for
tender queries Date 24.09.2026 Timing 4.00 P.M.
(2) Prebid meeting held : office of Executive enginner, PWD
division, Davanagere. Date : 28.09.2026 Timing 11.00 A.M.
(3) Last Date & time for receipt of tenders Date : 01.10.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M. (4) Date & time for opening of Technical Bid :
Date : 03.10.2026 Timing 4.30 P.M.
Further details can be obtained from this office in office hours.
DIPR/DVG/KSMCA/

356/2026-27

Sd/- Executive Engineer

PWD, Davanagere.

Government of Karnataka
% Infrastructure Development
“mzot” Ports and Inland Water Transport Department)

Karnataka Maritime Board

office of the Chief Executive Officer, Karnataka
Maritime Board, Baithkol, Karwar - 581302
No.PIWT-72/ WKS-II /2021 Dated: 23.09.2026
(KMB/Tech/WKS/66/2025-PRTE (E-275392)

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE (CALL-2) (Only in E-Procurement) (TWO COVER SYSTEM)
On behalf of Governor of Kamataka, tender is invited in E-Procurement (KPPP
Portal) to execute below mentioned work. To participate in E-Procurement,
and for more information visit (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/kppp) website.
For further Extension, if any refer above mentioned website, no separate paper
notification will be issued.

Name of work: (1) Ro-Ro Ferry - Design, construction, supply and
commissioning of Steel LCT/Vessel double ended Ro-Ro Ferry for
Kankanawadi - Nadugudde in Jamkhandi Taluk of Bagalkot District.
(Indent No. IDD/2026-27/OW/WORK_INDENT248/CALL-2) Amount put
to tender (Excl. GST) (in Rs.): 3,67,55,700.00, EMD (In Rs.): 5,51,500.00
(E-Payment Only), Last date for Queries/ Clarification: 29.09.2026

@ 17.30 hours, Last Date of receipt of Tender: 01.10.2026 @ 17.30 hours
For further details and general enquiries, prospective bidders may
contact the undersigned office (phone No.: 08382-221035/221494 and
E-mail: piwtdev.wks@gmail.com) during working hours.

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/452/26-27 Sd/- Port Engineer
dt. 25.09.2026 Karnataka Maritime Board Karwar

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042

Q,‘\';-Mtsfl/l
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Not just political parties,
common people too
doubtful: SS-UBTonSIR

New Delhi
Amid the controversies sur-
rounding the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) process,
Shiv Sena-UBT leader Priya
nka Chaturvedi on Friday
said that, keeping aside
what the opposition leaders
are saying, even common
people are raising questions
about the SIR process. Spea
king on opposition parties
preparing to bring an impea
chment motion against CEC
Gyanesh Kumar, she said,
“Political parties are one
side. People are now
beginning to wonder
whether our vote is author-
ised, and after being au-
thorised, whether it is valid”

Govt To Train 70,000 Rural Youth

The government will train 70,000 rural youth from next month under DDU-GKY 2.0, while over nine lakh
training targets have been allocated across 31 participating States and Union Territories for two years.

NEW DELHI

The government will provide
skill training to 70,000 rural
youth across States and Union
Territories from next month
under the Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana (DDU-GKY) 2.0, as
part of efforts to expand em-
ployment-linked opportunities
for rural youth.

DDU-GKY is a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme focused
on providing place-
ment-linked skill training to
poor rural youth. The pro-
gramme is designed to equip
participants with skills that

can improve their prospects of
securing employment after
completing training. The du-
ration of training under the

scheme varies depending on
the course and skill area,
ranging from three months to
12 months. This allows pro-

Rural youth to get
skill training:

m 70,000 rural youth to receive
training from next month,

m DDU-GKY 2.0 focuses on
placement-linked skill devel-
opment,

m Training duration ranges
from three to 12 months,

m Over nine lakh targets allo-
cated for two years,

m 31 States and Union Territo-
ries participating.

grammes to address different
levels of skills and employ-

ment requirements.

The Rural Development
Ministry said all 31 participat-
ing States and Union Territo-
ries have been allocated more
than nine lakh targets under
the scheme for a two-year pe-
riod. The training programme
is expected to begin from next
month, with 70,000 rural
youth set to receive direct
support.

The expansion comes under
DDU-GKY 2.0, which aims
to strengthen placement-
linked training for rural
youth. By linking training
with employment opportuni-
ties, the scheme seeks to help

beneficiaries acquire skills
relevant to the job market.
The government’s focus on
rural skill development is also
intended to widen access to
formal employment opportu-
nities for young people who
may have limited access to
training facilities.

The new training targets
will be implemented across
participating States and Union
Territories.

The programme is part of
efforts to improve livelihood
oppo rtunities among poor ru-
ral house holds through skill
development and employment
training.

Telangana To Unveil
Manmohan Slngh Statue

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy will unveil a
bronze statue of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in
Hyderabad on Saturday,
marking his birth anniversary.
The statue has been installed
at Wipro Circle in Gachibow-
li, an important information
technology hub in the city.

Hyderabad In-charge Min-
ister Ponnam Prabhakar in-
spected arrangements for the
unveiling ceremony on Friday
and recalled Singh’s contribu-
tion to India’s economic de-
velopment and public life.

Prabhakar described the
statue as more than a memo-
rial, saying it would serve as
a reminder to future genera-
tions of Singh’s role in na-
tion-building, economic poli-
cy and public service.

The minister highlighted
Singh’s role as Finance Min-
ister in 1991, when major
economic reforms were initi-
ated.

He also recalled Singh’s
tenure as Prime Minister from
2004 to 2014, during which
programmes and legislation
including the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme,

Right to Information Act and
Right to Education Act were
implemented. Prabhakar, who
served as a Member of Parlia-
ment during Singh’s premier-
ship, said working under his
guidance was a matter of
pride. He recalled Singh’s
support for development ini-
tiatives in the Karimnagar
parliamentary constituency.

The minister also highlight-
ed Singh’s role in the creation
of Telangana. The state gov-
ernment has previously
moved to expedite construc-
tion of the former prime min-
ister’s statue and the associat-
ed junction in the Cyberabad
area.

Prabhakar said the former
prime minister’s contribution
to the formation of Telangana
would remain significant. The
process began with the Cen-
tre’s decision in 2009 and cul-
minated in the state’s forma-

MANMOHAN
SINGH'’S LEGACY

m Served as Prime Minister
from 2004 to 2014,

m Initiated major economic
reforms as Finance Minister
in 1991,

m Associated with MGNREGA,
RTl and Right to Education
legislation,

m Played a central role in the
Telangana statehood pro-
cess, according to Telangana
government statements,

m Bronze statue installed at
Wipro Circle, Gachibowli.

tion in 2014 through the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-
tion Act.

“This statue is not merely a
memorial but an enduring
symbol that will remind fu-
ture generations of Dr. Man-
mohan Singh’s role in na-
tion-building.” - Ponnam Pra-
bhakar (Hyderabad In-charge
Minister)

“Dr. Manmohan Singh’s
name will remain etched in
Indian history as a globally
respected economist and lead-
er.” - Ponnam Prabhakar (Hy-
derabad In-charge Minister).

Shiv Sena (UBT) in ‘Saamana’ demands
drought declaration in Maharashtra

MUMBAI

The Shiv Sena Uddhav Bala-
saheb Thackeray on Friday
said that Maharashtra is grap-
pling with an unprecedented
and devastating drought, as
rainless conditions during the
peak monsoon season have
decimated crops across vast
stretches of Marathwada,
Western Maharashtra, and
Vidarbha.

Highlighting the severe dis-
tress among the farming com-
munity, the Thackeray camp
in the party’s mouthpiece,
‘Saamana’, has urged the state
government to bypass bureau-
cratic norms, open state cof-
fers unconditionally, and de-
clare an immediate drought
emergency.

Driven by the severe effects
of the ‘El Nifio’ phenomenon,
regions including Solapur,
Ahilyanagar, and several dis-
tricts across Marathwada and
Western Vidarbha have gone

weeks -- and in some places
up to two months -- without a
single drop of rain. Standing
crops of soybean, cotton, tur,
moong, urad, sorghum, and
maize have dried up and with-
ered.

Even farmers with access to
wells or irrigation facilities
expect a yield drop of 50 per
cent to 70 per cent, while
rain-dependent dryland farm-
ers have faced total crop loss,
said the editorial.

According to the editorial,
the crisis is set to hit both the
Kharif and upcoming Rabi
seasons. With wells, ponds,
and borewells drying up pre-

maturely in the middle of the
rainy season, farmers are left
with no water for the next
sowing cycle, threatening a
complete loss of yearly liveli-
hood.

The editorial took sharp
aim at the state leadership for
delaying action. Comparing
Mabharashtra to neighbouring
Karnataka -- which officially
declared a drought and initiat-
ed relief measures weeks ago
-- it criticised the Chief Min-
ister and ministers for waiting
for the returning monsoon
rather than taking decisive ac-
tion.

“Though the Chief Minister
and government officials have
recently begun visiting farm
boundaries to assess the
ground reality, formal
surveys, spot inspections
(panchnamas), and ministerial
review meetings should
not delay immediate relief,”
remarked the Thackeray
camp.

ASSAM INNOVATION CHALLENGE

Heavy Rain Triggers Flood Threat in Odisha

BHUBANESHWAR

A depression over South Odis-
ha continued to bring heavy
rainfall across several parts of
the state, triggering flood-like
conditions, disrupting road
communication and causing
rivers to rise in several dis-
tricts.
The weather sys-

weakening

Water is flo

tem is weakening depreSSIon over

over land and is South Odisha wing over
likely to weaken  continues to trigger bridges
further during the - o ayy rajn, flooding ~ 2long Na-
next 12 hours. ; tional High-
However, heavy _and major road way 326,
rainfall is expected ~ disruptions across  whiie land-
to continue in vulner southern slides and up-
able areas, particularly districts. rooted trees have
across southern districts. added to the disrup-

In Malkangiri, several major
bridges and roads have been
submerged, disrupting connec-
tivity with neighbouring dis-
tricts and Andhra Pradesh.

tion. Disaster response
teams have been deployed to
clear blocked roads and restore
communication.
Rivers across south Odisha

Weather Situation:

= Depression weakening over land,

m Heavy rain forecast in Malkangiri, Koraput and
Kalahandi,

m Bansadhara above danger level at Kashinagar,

m Five Indravati Dam sluice gates opened,

are rising amid incessant rain-
fall. Five sluice gates of the In
dravati Dam have been opened
to release excess water and
manage rising water levels.
Several low-lying areas in
north Odisha are also facing
the threat of flooding as rivers
continue to swell. The govern-
ment has said there is no im-
mediate threat from the Brah-
mani and Mahanadi rivers.
However, the Budhabalanga,
Bansadhara, Naluha and Ru-
shikulya rivers are in spate.

m NH-326 affected by overflowing water.

The Bansadhara river has
crossed the danger level at
Kashinagar, raising concerns in
downstream areas.The India
Meteorological Department
has forecast heavy rainfall in
Malkangiri, Koraput and Kala-
handi. Authorities are monitor-
ing vulnerable areas while re-
sponse teams remain engaged
in clearing roads and managing
the impact of the continuing
rainfall.

No direct quotation was pro-
vided in the source material.

Vice President Pays Tribute
to Deendayal Upadhyaya on
his birth anniversary

NEW DELHI

Vice President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan paid floral tributes
to Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyaya at Uprashtrapati Bha-
wan on his birth anniversary,
remembering his contributions
to the nation and his philoso-
phy of public service.

In a social media post, the
Vice President described Pan-
dit Deendayal Upadhyaya as a
prominent thinker and social
reformer who dedicated his
life to serving the country. He
highlighted Upadhyaya’s com-
mitment to the welfare of soci-
ety and his efforts to develop
an approach to nation-building
rooted in Indian philosophical
traditions.

Mr Radhakrishnan particu-
larly recalled Pandit Deenday-
al Upadhyaya’s advocacy of
Integral Humanism, a philoso-
phy that sought to view the
individual, society and nation
as interconnected elements of
a harmonious social frame-
work. The philosophy empha-
sised the importance of bal-
ancing material development
with social, cultural and hu-
man values.

The Vice President said Up-
adhyaya placed the nation and
service to the country above
his personal interests. He re-
membered the leader for his
simple lifestyle, dedication

and commitment to selfless
public service.

The birth anniversary obser-
vance provided an occasion to
recall Upadhyaya’s role in In-
dia’s political and intellectual
history. His ideas, particularly
Integral Humanism, have re-
mained an important part of
discussions surrounding Indian
political thought and social de-
velopment.

The Vice President’s tribute
also underlined the values of
dedication and service associ-
ated with Upadhyaya’s public
life. He recalled how Upad-
hyaya devoted himself to the
larger national cause while
maintaining a life marked by
simplicity and discipline.

By paying floral tributes, Mr
Radhakrishnan honoured the
memory of a figure whose
writings and ideas sought to
connect national development
with Indian traditions and so-
cial values. The Vice President
said that Upadhyaya’s life con-
tinues to be remembered for
his dedication to the nation
and his commitment to public
service

Couple thanks Jagan Reddy
for daughter’s treatment
under YSR Aarogyasri
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VIJAYAWADA

A couple met former Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister and
YSR Congress Party Presi-
dent, Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy, at Gannavaram Airport and
thanked him for their daugh-
ter’s treatment under YSR
Aarogyasri scheme when the
YSRCP was in power.

Mahesh and Vineela from
Korlagunta in the Nuzvid con-
stituency met Y.S. Jagan Mo-
han Reddy at the airport. They
came with their daughter,
Dhansika, to thank him for the
medical care she received un-
der YSR Aarogyasri.

The parents said Dhansika
became seriously ill in 2019,
when she was just two months
old. Soon after Y.S. Jagan took
office as Chief Minister, she
underwent a critical brain neu-
rosurgery free of cost under
the YSR Aarogyasri at Ashram
Hospital in Eluru.

She recovered after the
treatment and has been grow-
ing up healthy, they said. Ma-
hesh and Vineela told Y'S Ja-
gan that they would never
forget the help their family
received. They had come to
the airport specifically to ex-
press their gratitude.

Y.S. Jagan warmly greeted
Dhansika and asked her par-
ents about her health. He en-
couraged her to study well and
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gave her his blessings. At the
family’s request, he also took
a selfie with them. The family
said they would always re-
member the medical support
that helped their daughter re-
cover.

Meanwhile, YSRCP spokes-
person and former MP, Go-
rantla Madhav, accused the
TDP-led coalition government
of betraying the unemployed.

He criticised the Chief Min-
ister Chandrababu Naidu gov-
ernment for issuing a notifica-
tion for only 1,600 Police
Constable posts. Speaking at
the party’s central office at Ta-
depalli, he said Home Minister
Vangalapudi Anitha had earlier
told the Assembly that 20,000
Constable posts were vacant as
of December 2023. The gov-
ernment must explain the gap,
he said.

Madhav said the previous
government headed by the Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-
ment began recruitment for
6,511 police posts, including
6,100 Constables and 411
Sub-Inspectors.

Assam Opens Innovation Challenge Nationwide

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Friday an-
nounced the launch of the North
East Seva First Innovation
Challenge, inviting young inno-
vators and startups from across
India to develop scientific and
technology-driven solutions to
problems faced by the state.
The initiative is being under-
taken as part of the state’s Seva
and Sankalp Abhiyan, which is
being organised in connection
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s 25 years of public ser-
vice, according to the Chief
Minister. Sarma said the Assam
government has identified
around 50 specific challenges

covering areas including agri-
culture, irrigation, transportation
and urban management. Young
people from Assam, the North-
east and other parts of India
have been invited to develop
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workable models addressing
these issues.

The Chief Minister said the
objective was to encourage the
younger generation to develop
scientific models demonstrat-

ing how practical problems
could be addressed. The gov-
ernment will select the best two
or three models and provide
support extending beyond fi-
nancial assistance. Relevant
government departments will
also share data and other neces-
sary support to help innovators
turn their ideas into practical
solutions. Sarma said solutions
that prove useful could eventu-
ally be integrated into govern-
ment policies, while the con-
cerned startups could receive
support to grow into companies.

The challenge is being or-
ganised in Assam for the first
time and is open to innovators
beyond the state and the North-
east. The initiative could subse-

quently be held annually if it
proves successful, Sarma said.

“The idea is that the young
generation should develop sci-
entific models showing how
these problems can be solved.”
- Himanta Biswa Sarma (Chief
Minister of Assam)

“Once an idea is converted
into a solution, the state govern-
ment will integrate such solu-
tions with its policies wherever
appropriate and help the con-
cerned startup grow into a com-
pany.” - Himanta Biswa Sarma
(Chief Minister of Assam) “Let
the problems be from Assam
and the solutions come from
across India.” - Himanta Biswa
Sarma (Chief Minister of As-
sam).

RBI compounds FEMA violations
in Master Talent Eduservices case

NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has issued a compound-
ing order in the case of Master
Talent Eduservices Private Lim-
ited’s violations of the provi-
sions of the Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA),
which has resulted in the clo-
sure of the Enforcement Direc-
torate’s investigation against the
company with a one-time pay-
ment of Rs 1.77 lakh, according
to a statement issued by the fi-
nancial crimes probe agency on
Friday.

The RBI issued the com-
pounding order dated Septem-
ber 17, under Section 15 of the
Foreign Exchange Management

Act, on the basis of a no-objec-
tion issued by the Directorate of
Enforcement (ED).

In this case, based on the
credible information received,
an investigation was taken up
by ED under the provisions of
FEMA related to contraventions
for which compounding has
been done. These include delay
in reporting of foreign inward
remittance in the Advance Re-
mittance Form (ARF), in con-
travention of FEMA norms. The
sum involved in contravention
amounts to Rs 6.23 crore.

There was also a delay in re-
porting foreign inward remit-
tance in ARF, in which the sum
involved amounts to Rs 6.82
crore.
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GST Council Not Likely To
GoInFor Rate Changes
InOct 7 Meeting

New Delhi
No major GST rate chang-
es are expected at the
next GST Council meeting
on October 7, with the
panel likely to focus in-
stead on “process re-
forms” and the implemen-
tation of the recently un-
dertaken rate rationalisa-
tion, according to Finance
Ministry sources. The
Council is expected to re-
view how the GST rate
changes have been imple-
mented over the past year,
with the focus likely to be
on ironing out implemen-
tation issues and taking
stock of the impact of the
rate rationalisation rather
than going in for a broad-
based round of rate cuts.

Rahul Gandhi Uneasy As
Akhilesh Makes Inroads
Into Cong Vote Bank: BJP

Ayodhya
As Samajwadi Party (SP)
Chief Akhilesh Yadav be-
gan his campaign for the
2027 Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections from
Raebareli, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) said
that the Rath Yatra could
start from anywhere, even
from someone’s home,
but claimed that Leader of
the Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi was
also uneasy as the SP
Chief was making inroads
into whatever little vote
bank the grand old party
had left in the state BJP
MP Ravi Kishan said, “The
Rath can start from any-
where, even from some-
one’s home, but everyone
feels that Rahul Gandhi ji
has also become uneasy
because Akhilesh Yadav ji
is making inroads into
whatever little Congress
vote bank remains.

MP Revives Public Bus Service After 21 Years

Madhya Pradesh has revived organised public bus services after two decades, launching 351 buses across
seven cities while Chief Minister Mohan Yadav targeted Congress over their saffron colour.

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Yadav on Friday
launched the Mukhyamantri
Sugam Parivahan Seva in
Bhopal, marking the revival of
organised state-backed public
bus services after more than
two decades. The first phase
will see 351 buses operating
across seven cities, with 120
assigned to inter-city routes
and 231 to intra-city services.

The launch is part of the
state government’s plan to ex-
pand public transport connec-
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tivity across urban and rural
areas. The government has set
a target of operating 1,500
buses in the first year, with a
broader long-term target of

MP CM launched the Mukhyamantri Sugam Parivahan Seva:

m 351 buses launched in the first phase,

= 120 inter-city, 231 intra-city services,

= Network initially covers seven cities,

= Government targets 1,500 buses in the first year,

m Long-term target of 15,000 buses by 2031,

m Yadav accused Congress of shutting down the earlier state transport

corporation,

m CM linked the launch to the BJP’s 2023 election commitment.

15,000 buses by 2031. During
the launch, Yadav also targeted

the Congress over the saffron
colour of the newly introduced

buses. He questioned the op-
position’s concern over the
colour and used a sharp politi-
cal metaphor, saying the sight
of the buses would be like “a
snake crawling on the Con-
gress’ chest”.

Yadav accused previous
Congress governments of de-
liberately shutting down the
state transport corporation. He
described its revival as an
important step towards fulfill-
ing the BJP’s 2023 election
commitment.

The Chief Minister said the
new service would improve

connectivity between cities,
towns and other parts of
Madhya Pradesh, while also
allowing services to operate
outside the state when re-
quired.

He also highlighted the state
government’s infrastructure
claims, including the construc-
tion of more than five lakh
kilometres of roads, while
crediting Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Union Road
Transport and Highways Min-
ister Nitin Gadkari with ex-
pansion of the national high-
way network.

MMDR Amendment row continues
to disrupt Odisha Assembly

BHUBANESWAR

Opposition protests against the
Mines and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Amend-
ment Act, 2026, continued to
disrupt proceedings in the Odi-
sha Assembly on Friday, the
fourth consecutive day of the
monsoon session.

On Friday, Question Hour
could continue for only four to
five minutes amid a massive
uproar by legislators of the Op-
position Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
and Congress over the MMDR
Amendment Act in the House.
Subsequently, the continued
pandemonium prompted Depu-
ty Speaker Bhabani Shankar
Bhoi to adjourn the House till 4
p-m. on Friday. Speaking to me-
dia persons outside the House,
Leader of Opposition and BJD
supremo Naveen Patnaik criti-
cised the ruling BJP MPs in the
Lok Sabha for not raising any
objections to the MMDR
Amendment Act in Parliament.

“As far as the MMDR
Amendment Act is concerned,
why blame others, when 20
BJP Lok Sabha MPs from Odi-
sha supported this bill in the

Parliament. “We in the BJD
will take this up strongly with
the state government to pause
and see that it is revised thor-
oughly,” noted Patnaik. He
further added that, in its current
form, the Act would result in a
significant loss of revenue for
the state. Meanwhile, after the
house adjourned, the BJD
MLAs marched to the AG Squ
are in Bhubaneswar and distrib-
uted leaflets to people there on
the MMDR Amendment Act.

Speaking to media persons,
senior Congress leader Tara
Prasad Bahinipati targeted the
BJP-led Union government,
alleging that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has snatched
away the rights of the state.

He also stated that the Con-
gress party will continue its
protest against the MMDR
Amendment Act passed in Par-
liament recently. Bahinipati
said, “If Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi wants to
run the House, we urge him to
bring legislation in the Assem-
bly stating that the MMDR
Amendment Act passed by
Parliament will not be imple-
mented in Odisha.”

Gujarat CM Pays Tribute to Upadhyaya

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel on Friday paid
floral tribute to Pandit Deen-
dayal Upadhyaya on his birth
anniversary at Anupam Bridge
in Ahmedabad’s Kankaria area.
Patel offered flowers at the
statue of the former Bharatiya
Jana Sangh leader during a
ceremony attended by Energy
and District In-charge Minister
Rushikesh Patel and Minister
of State for Urban Develop-
ment Darshna Vaghela.
Ahmedabad Mayor Hitesh
Barot, former minister Brijesh
Merja, MP Dinesh Makwana,
BJP city president Prerak Shah
and several MLAs were
among those present. Deputy
Mayor Anju Shah, Standing

Committee Chairman Kam-
lesh Patel, Ahmedabad Munic-
ipal Commissioner Banchha-
nidhi Pani, corporators and
municipal officials also attend-
ed the programme.
Upadhyaya was born on
September 25, 1916, and
served as president of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh from
1967 until his death in 1968.
He was a prominent political
leader and one of the key pro-

ponents of the philosophy of
integral humanism.His political
thought also placed emphasis
on Antyodaya, referring to the
upliftment of people at the low-
est rung of society. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi also paid
tribute to Upadhyaya on Friday
and recalled his emphasis on
Antyodaya, describing the prin-
ciple as an inspiration for public
welfare and national progress.

Later in the day, Patel par-
ticipated in the 12th phase of
the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation’s Seva Setu pro-
gramme across the South,
East, Central and North zones.

The programme provided
citizens with access to govern-
ment scheme benefits, certifi-
cates and various forms of as-
sistance.

J&K Speeds Up Flood Damage Restoration

SRINAGAR

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment on Friday informed
the Legislative Assembly that
restoration of infrastructure
damaged by flash floods and
cloudbursts is underway
across the Union Territory,
with permanent works being
taken up in affected districts.

Deputy Chief Minister Su-
rinder Choudhary, replying on
behalf of Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah to a question raised
by MLA Shakti Raj Parihar,
said roads and water supply
schemes damaged during
2025-26 had been temporarily
restored. Permanent resto-
ration work on these assets is
now in progress.

He said infrastructure affect-
ed during 2026-27 had also
been partially restored, while

permanent works
were underway
across all affected

districts. The
government is
providing finan-
cial assistance
to affected peo-
ple according to
norms under the

State Disaster Re-
sponse Fund
(SDREF).

However, Choudhary
clarified that no special or
separate relief package has

Jammu
and Kashmir
says damaged
roads, water
schemes and houses
are being restored,
with financial
assistance reaching
families affected
by disasters.

been sanctioned specifically
for rehabilitation following the

natural calamities.
Additional assistance has
been provided through the
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
to families whose residential
structures suffered damage. In
Kishtwar, after the
2025-26 cloudburst
at Chishoti, Rs 1
lakh each was
provided to 16
families
whose houses
were com-
pletely dam-
aged. Three
families with
partially dam-
aged houses re-
ceived Rs 25,000

each.

For 2026-27, Rs 108
lakh was released in Poonch

for 87 beneficiaries whose
structures were damaged. In
Rajouri, Rs 281 lakh was re-
leased for 377 beneficiaries
facing structural damage.

The government said it
would continue efforts to re-
store essential infrastructure
and expedite permanent works
in areas affected by natural di-
sasters.

“The government remains
committed to ensuring timely
restoration of essential infra-
structure, extending admissible
relief to affected families, and
expediting permanent resto-
ration works.” - Surinder
Choudhary (Deputy Chief
Minister, Jammu and Kash-
mir)

Relief released: Rs 108 lakh
for 87 beneficiaries in Poonch;
Rs 281 lakh for 377 beneficia-
ries in Rajouri.

Uttarakhand CM defends
ECI over dissent row

HALDWANI

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on Fri-
day came out in support of the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) amid reports of differ-
ences within the poll panel,
saying that everyone is free to
express their opinion and that it
need not be “portrayed as
something seriously wrong”.

Speaking to reporters in Ut-
tarakhand’s Haldwani, CM
Dhami said: “There is a proce-
dure in every office, and every-
one has their own views. Ulti-
mately, the decision is a collec-
tive one. It is not that someone
is doing something wrong,
while someone else is doing
something right.”

“All officials record their
comments (in a government
establishment). This happens in
all departments and even at the
Secretariat. A section officer
makes a comment, followed by
remarks from the Under Secre-
tary, Additional Secretary and
Secretary, and by the time it

reaches the Chief Secretary,
there are several comments.
Ultimately, a decision is taken
based on what is considered
right,” he stated.

The Chief Minister further
said: “Therefore, I don’t think
there is any major issue here
that needs to be unnecessarily
portrayed as something serious-
ly wrong. Ultimately, every-
one’s views are taken into con-
sideration, and everyone is free
to express their opinion.”

CM Dhami’s reaction comes
days after a media report trig-
gered a row by claiming that
two Election Commissioners
had “objected on record” to
several decisions taken by the
poll panel, allegedly without
their knowledge.

A day before, Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi launched a scathing
attack on Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar and
the BJP-led Centre, suggesting
that Kumar should resign and
rather turn “approver” in the
alleged “stealing” of votes.

Women Wrestlers Appeal Against Brij Bhushan Singh’s Acquittal

NEW DELHI

Four women wrestlers have
challenged before a sessions
court, the acquittal of former
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) President, Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, and former WFI
Assistant Secretary Vinod
Tomar, in the alleged sexual ha-
rassment and intimidation case.

The appeal has been filed be-

fore the Rouse Avenue Court,
challenging the August 3 judg-
ment of the trial court that ac-
quitted Singh and Tomar after
holding that the prosecution had
failed to establish the charges
beyond reasonable doubt.

The sessions court is likely to
hear the appeal on Friday. In
their appeal, the women wres-
tlers have contended that the
trial court’s judgment is not sus-

tainable in law and that the evi-
dence was assessed incorrectly.

The appeal also seeks to over-
turn the acquittal of Tomar, who
was facing trial under Section
506 Part I of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) in relation to allega-
tions made by one of the com-
plainants.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate (ACIM) Ashwini
Panwar of the Rouse Avenue

___MATHADI WORKERS WELFARE

Courts had, on August 3, acquit-
ted Brij Bhushan and Tomar,
holding that the prosecution
failed to establish the charges
beyond reasonable doubt.

The case dates back to Janu-
ary 2023, when wrestlers, in-
cluding Olympians Vinesh
Phogat, Sakshi Malik and Ba-
jrang Punia, launched a protest
at Jantar Mantar, accusing Brij
Bhushan of sexual exploitation

and intimidation.

The wrestlers had demanded
the BJP leader’s resignation as
WEFI chief and sought the disso-
lution of the federation.

Following a complaint to In-
dian Olympic Association
(IOA) President, P.T. Usha, an
enquiry committee comprising
eminent sportspersons, includ-
ing Mary Kom and Yogeshwar
Dutt, was constituted.

Fadnavzs Rules Out Mathadi Act Repeal

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Friday as-
sured Mathadi workers that the
state government would not
repeal the legislation governing
their employment and welfare,
while announcing housing and
market redevelopment initia-
tives for the community.
Addressing a Mathadi work-
ers’ rally at the Agricultural
Produce Market Committee
(APMC) in Vashi, organised to
mark the 93rd birth anniversary
of late MLA Annasaheb Patil,
Fadnavis said the law providing
social security and legal protec-
tion to workers would remain in

force and be strengthened fur-
ther. The Maharashtra govern-
ment’s Labour Department de-
scribes the Mathadi framework
as a system aimed at regulating
employment and providing
welfare benefits to unorganised
manual workers.

Fadnavis also announced that
around 3,000 Mathadi workers
would receive homes under the
Wadala housing project. He
said necessary approvals and
Floor Space Index requirements
had been cleared, allowing the
project to move forward.

He further outlined plans to
redevelop the Vashi APMC
market, which has operated for
around five decades, with a
long-term vision covering the
next 50 years. The proposed
redevelopment is intended to
create a modern market while
expanding employment oppor-
tunities for Mathadi workers.

The Chief Minister said the
government had initiated the
empowerment and restructuring
of Mathadi Boards across Ma-
harashtra. Independent audits
will be undertaken to improve
transparency and address pend-
ing matters involving wages,
provident fund, gratuity, bonus,
house rent allowance and acci-

dent compensation.

He also warned against unau-
thorised groups operating in the
name of the labour movement
and said a meeting with labour
leaders and officials would be
held to consider action against
such elements.

“Mathadi law will not be al-
lowed to end; it will remain and
be strengthened further.” - De-
vendra Fadnavis (Chief Minis-
ter of Maharashtra)

“To curb unauthorised ele-
ments and protect genuine la-
bourers, a high-level meeting
with labour leaders and officials
will be convened soon.” - De-
vendra Fadnavis (Chief Minis-
ter of Maharashtra)

Kerala HC tightens rules on
photography, video recordmg

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala High Court has put
in place comprehensive guide-
lines regulating photography,
videography, and live stream-
ing within its premises, re-
stricting such activities with-
out prior permission and pre-
scribing action against advo-
cates, court staff, media per-
sonnel, and visitors who vio-
late the rules.

The General Guidelines for
the Regulation of Photogra-
phy, Videography and Live
Streaming in the High Court
Premises seek to ensure secu-
rity, privacy, decorum, and the
smooth functioning of the
court.

Under the guidelines, pho-
tography, videography, and
live streaming are prohibited
within the High Court premis-
es unless specifically permit-
ted under separate provisions
governing the use of designat-
ed facilities such as the audito-
rium and banquet hall for spe-
cial events.

The Registrar General, or an
officer authorised by the Chief
Justice, can grant permission
in appropriate cases. The
guidelines also prohibit the up-
loading, publishing, circula-
tion, or dissemination through
social media or other electron-
ic platforms of photographs,
videos or live streams record-
ed within the High Court
premises without prior permis-
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sion.

A complete ban has been
imposed on photography, vid-
eography, and live streaming
inside court halls, judges’
chambers, Registry offices and
sections, record rooms, securi-
ty control rooms, server
rooms, and other restricted or
secured areas.

An exception can be made
for officially authorised pur-
poses. Photography, videogra-
phy and live streaming under-
taken for official purposes can
only be carried out by person-
nel or agencies authorised by
the Registry. Such material is
to be used only for official
purposes and cannot be dis-
seminated without approval.

The guidelines also specifi-
cally regulate media coverage
of official functions and other
events. Print, electronic, and
digital media organisations
will have to obtain permission
from the Registrar General or
an officer authorised by the
Chief Justice. Media personnel
permitted to cover an event
will have to confine their ac-
tivities to the approved venue,
date, and time and comply
with directions issued by the
Registry and Security Wing.

BJP on CJP’s
ultimatum to poll panel

NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
in Jammu and Kashmir Assem-
bly Sunil Sharma, reacting to
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)’s
ultimatum to CEC Gyanesh Ku-
mar on “either resign within 48
hours or face protests”, said on
Friday that many forces in the
country are working against its
growth and are trying to weaken
the constitutional institutions.

“We heard CJP’s ultimatum.
This is a newly formed party,
and I cannot say yet what their
expectations or goals are. But
the direction in which they have
started doing politics raises
questions, because there is a his-
tory here,” he said, speaking to
newsmen.

In the aftermath of CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke’s Thurs-

day press conference with his
peers, spokespersons Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka,
“Whether in name of secularism
or the way the Communists ex-
panded their political ground
here, could they also be moving
in the same direction?” he
asked. “Our nation is growing at
fast speed. Many powers are at
play, working to reduce the pace
of the ‘Viksit Bharat ‘. Owing to
these powers, many tools are
growing that are working agai
nst the nation, we have to count-
er these forces t00,” he said.

“When the youth of the na-
tion, using some external force,
try to debilitate or defame con-
stitutional institutions, somehow
it affects their future, as well as
it affects the nation’s future. We
should come together for the
growth of the nation,”
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Rupeerises 14 paise
to 95.85 against
dollar

MUMBAI
The rupee gained 14
paise to 95.85 against
the US dollar in early
trade on Friday, sup-
ported by a positive
trend in domestic equi-
ties.The rupee opened
at 95.92 at the inter-
bank foreign exchange
market before strength-
ening to 95.85. Howev-
er, traders said persis-
tent dollar demand
from importers, particu-
larly oil companies, ele-
vated crude prices and a
stronger US dollar index
continued to weigh on
the currency.The Re-
serve Bank of India is
likely to intervene to
manage volatility, ac-
cording to forex traders.
On Thursday, the rupee
had weakened 26 paise
to close at 95.99
against the dollar.
The dollar index stood
at 101.28, while Brent
crude futures declined
0.85 per cent to
$105.69 per barrel. In
domestic equities, the
Sensex rose 86 points
to 73,672.98, while the
Nifty gained 18.80
points to 23,080.45.
Foreign Institutional In-
vestors sold equities
worth Rs 5,027.36 crore
on a net basis on Thurs-
day.

India needs diversified
energy, wider trade
ties: Economist

NEW DELHI
India needs to diversify
its energy supply routes
and expand trade part-
nerships amid geopoliti-
cal risks, economist
Kent Oliver Bhupathi
said.
Speaking at the PAFI's
13th Annual Forum,
Bhupathi said India’s
dependence on import-
ed LPG and oil makes it
important to diversify
energy sources, pipe-
lines and ports of entry.
He said geopolitical
conflicts have exposed
vulnerabilities in con-
centrated supply chains.
Bhupathi also urged In-
dia to strengthen trade
ties with Europe, Asia
and Southeast Asia,
particularly smaller
economies. He said high
US Treasury yields could
raise borrowing costs
and put pressure on eg-
uities and the rupee.
He also called for great-
er renewable energy
adoption to reduce de-
pendence on imported
oil, while noting that the
transition would take
time.

'Oil disruptions could widen global market deficit

CONTINUED DISRUPTIONS IN OIL SUPPLIES COULD DEEPEN GLOBAL SHORTAGES, PUSHING PRICES HIGHER AS
PHYSICAL MARKETS FACE GROWING PRESSURE, S&P GLOBAL SAID.

NEW DELHI

Continued disruptions in oil
supplies from producing
countries could widen the ex-
isting supply deficit, with
physical markets already un-
der pressure, S&P Global En-
ergy’s Global Director, India
Content, Pulkit Agarwal, said
on Friday.

Agarwal said supply-side
challenges had affected global
oil and gas markets for more
than six months. Oil prices
have moved through several
peaks and declines as markets
assessed ongoing conflicts,

possible agreements and
when supplies could resume.
He said some oil was still

flowing through the Strait of
Hormuz, helping limit a rise
in prices, but the market re-

ao

-““But the world generally is in a tight
spot as far as oil markets are
concerned,”

Pulkit Agarwal, Global Director

mained tight.

Physical supplies, particu-
larly refined products, are
also facing pressure. Agarwal
said diesel was one area
where record cracks were be-
ing seen. He stressed that oil
prices depend on several vari-
ables, including supply, de-
mand response to prices and
possible future agreements.

He said prices could not be
assessed simply by looking at
how much oil was being pro-
duced today.

Agarwal also discussed In-
dia’s dependence on Russian
crude, saying Russian oil had
remained an important part of
the country’s oil demand
equation since the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict began in
2022. He said removing a ma-
jor supplier would be difficult
for an importing country
while physical markets re-
mained tight. He added that
market participants wanted
greater supply resilience, al-

though global oil markets had
developed around logistical
efficiency and competitive
sourcing.On hydrogen, Agar-
wal said India’s ambition to
become a major exporter
would require optimism
alongside realism. He said hy-
drogen should form part of a
broader energy ecosystem,
while domestic consumption
in sectors such as refining and
fertilisers would need to in-
crease. Building that ecosys-
tem, he said, would be neces-
sary to achieve the scale re-
quired for India to emerge as
a global hydrogen exporter.

Tamil Nadu Plans ¥400-Crore Fintech Hub in Coimbatore

COIMBATORE

Tamil Nadu is looking to de-
velop Chennai and Coim-
batore as major centres for
Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) in the fintech sector,
S. Vijayakumar, Additional
Chief Secretary, Industries,
Investment, Promotion and
Commerce Department, said
on Friday.

Speaking at the second edi-
tion of the GCC Coimbatore
Summit organised by the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII), Vijayakumar
said the State government has
announced plans to establish
a ¥400-crore fintech hub in
Coimbatore.

He said India currently has
about 1.9 million profession-
als working across more than
1,700 GCCs, while Tamil
Nadu accounts for nearly 460
centres. GCCs are also gener-
ating employment beyond
their direct workforce, with
every direct job supporting

INITIATIVE AT A GLANCE

Z400-crore fintech hub in Coim-
batore

Chennai, Coimbatore as fintech
GCC hubs

1,700+ GCCs in India

1.9 million GCC professionals

three to four indirect jobs, he
said.

Vijayakumar noted that the
role of GCCs is evolving,
with centres increasingly tak-

ing responsibility for end-to-
end business processes and
research and development
activities.The proposed fin-
tech hub in Coimbatore is ex-
pected to strengthen the city’s
position in financial technol-
ogy and support the State’s
efforts to attract more tech-
nology-driven businesses.
Chennai, which already has a
strong technology and finan-
cial services ecosystem, is
also being positioned as a key
location for fintech-focused
GCCs.The development is
part of Tamil Nadu’s broader
efforts to expand technolo-
gy-led investment and em-
ployment beyond traditional
IT services.

JNPA AWARDS RS 92.95
CRORE DIGITAL TWIN

MUMBAI

The Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA) has award-
ed a Rs 92.95 crore work or-
der to Softtech Engineers
Limited to implement a Dig-
ital Twin platform aimed at
improving vessel traffic, car-
go and logistics management.

The platform will create a
real-time digital replica of
port assets, infrastructure and
operations. It is expected to
help officials monitor activi-
ties, identify potential issues
and make data-driven deci-
sions. Core functionalities
are targeted for implementa-
tion by February 2027, while
the complete platform is ex-
pected to become operational
by February 2028.

The system will support
vessel traffic management,
improve cargo and logistics
flows, reduce vehicular con-
gestion and enable predictive
maintenance of critical infra-
structure. It will also
strengthen safety and securi-
ty through enhanced surveil-
lance, monitoring and inci-

dent-management capabili-
ties. Predictive maintenance
is expected to reduce down-
time, improve asset perfor-
mance and extend the life of
key infrastructure.

JNPA said the platform
will also monitor green cov-
er, air quality and water qual-
ity at the port, supporting
sustainability and environ-
mental monitoring. Integrat-
ed dashboards, predictive
analytics and data-driven in-
sights will assist strategic

planning and decision-mak-
ing. The Digital Twin is also
expected to support regulato-
ry compliance and reporting
through automated monitor-
ing of statutory requirements.

JNPA Chairperson Gaurav
Dayal said, “The core func-
tionalities of the Digital Twin
platform are targeted for im-
plementation by February
2027, while the complete
platform is expected to be-
come operational by Febru-
ary 2028.

Finance Ministry
denies five-day
bank week
commitment

NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry has re-

jected claims that it commit-
ted to implementing a five-
day banking work week, as
bank employee unions pre-
pare for a three-day nation-
wide strike from September
28.

The United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU), which
claims to represent 90 per
cent of the banking work-
force, has called the strike
over several demands, includ-
ing a five-day work week.
Unions have said the Indian
Banks’ Association agreed to
the proposal under the 12th
Bipartite Settlement and 9th
Joint Note signed on March 8§,
2024,

Government sources said
the proposal, which involves
increasing working hours
from Monday to Friday by 40
minutes, was subsequently
recommended to the govern-
ment and remains under con-
sideration. They also said sev-
eral union issues had been

Centre cuts FY27 borrowing by Rs 1.2 lakh crore

NEW DELHI

The Centre will borrow Rs
7.86 lakh crore through dated
securities during the second
half of 2026-27, while reduc-
ing its full-year market bor-
rowing plan by Rs 1,20,494
crore from the Budget esti-
mate.

The finance ministry said
total market borrowing for the

financial year is now expect-
ed at Rs 15,99,506 crore,
compared with the Budget
estimate of Rs 17,20,000
crore. The second-half bor-
rowing, decided in consulta-
tion with the Reserve Bank of
India, will include Rs 15,000
crore through Sovereign
Green Bonds.

The government is expect-
ed to complete the Rs

7,86,000 crore second-half
borrowing through 23 weekly
auctions. The securities will
have maturities of three, five,
seven, 10, 15, 30, 40 and 50
years. The largest share will
come from 10-year securities
at 26.3 per cent, followed by
15-year securities at 17.6 per
cent and five-year securities
at 12.1 per cent.

Other maturities will ac-

count for 9.9 per cent for 50-
year securities, 9.2 per cent
for 30-year securities, 9.1 per
cent for seven-year securities,
8.9 per cent for 40-year secu-
rities and 6.9 per cent for
three-year securities. The dis-
tribution includes Sovereign
Green Bonds within the over-
all second-half borrowing
programme.

During the first half of the

fiscal year, ending in Septem-
ber, the government is expect-
ed to mobilise Rs 8,13,506
crore through bonds, slightly
below the earlier target of Rs
8.20 lakh crore. The borrow-
ing programme is aimed at
financing the government’s
revenue gap. The revised an-
nual plan reflects the lower
total borrowing requirement
for FY27.

Vascon Engineers gets Rs
660 crore Qualcomm order

NEW DELHI

Vascon Engineers has re-
ceived a Letter of Intent
worth 2660 crore from Qual-
comm India for developing an
office facility in Bengaluru,
the company said on Friday.

The project will include
three basements, a ground
floor and 12 upper floors,
along with associated infra-
structure. According to the
company’s regulatory filing,
construction will have to be
completed within 30 months
from the date the site is hand-
ed over.

The order adds to Vascon
Engineers’ portfolio of proj-
ects across the commercial,
industrial and residential sec-
tors. The company has exe-
cuted hundreds of projects in
these segments, according to
the information provided in
its filing.

The Bengaluru develop-
ment will be undertaken for
Qualcomm India, an IT com-
pany. The project’s scope cov-
ers the construction of the

office facility as well as relat-
ed infrastructure. The
30-month completion timeline
will begin after the site is for-
mally handed over to the
company.

Shares of Vascon Engineers
were trading at 334.46 on the
BSE on Friday, registering a
3.42 per cent rise. The compa-
ny disclosed the order through
a regulatory filing, detailing
the value, scope and expected
completion period of the proj-
ect.

The 2660 crore order rep-
resents a significant addition
to Vascon Engineers’ ongoing
business pipeline. With the
project located in Bengaluru,
the development will involve
a large office facility compris-
ing multiple basement levels
and 12 floors above the
ground level. The associated
infrastructure is also included
in the project scope. Vascon
Engineers will now work to-
wards completing the devel-
opment within the stipulated
30-month period after receiv-
ing the site.

Indian founders create
$560 billion value abroad

BENGALURU

Founders who grew up in In-
dia account for $560 billion in
founder-share-attributed com-
pany value across 205 current
and former unicorns abroad,
according to the Indian Dias-
pora Index released by Prosus
and Dealroom.

The report tracks overseas
unicorns with at least one
founder who grew up in India
and highlights the value cre-
ated by entrepreneurs who
went on to build businesses
across global markets. Of the
205 companies covered, 70
unicorns, with entirely Indian
founding teams, have a com-
bined value of $243 billion.

The companies in this
group include Zscaler, Ru-
brik, Nutanix and Skild. Their
founders include Jay
Chaudhry, Arvind Jain,
Arvind Nithrakashyap, Bipul
Sinha, Soham Mazumdar,
Ajeet Singh, Dheeraj Pandey,
Mohit Aron, Deepak Pathak
and Abhinav Gupta.

The remaining 135 uni-

corns have Indian-origin
founders as part of their core
founding teams and account
for another $317 billion on a
founder-share basis. These
companies include Palo Alto,
Bloom Energy, Astera Labs
and Perplexity, reflecting the
presence of Indian-origin en-
trepreneurs across several
global technology businesses.

The index provides a mea-
sure of the company value
associated with founders who
grew up in India, rather than
the overall valuation of the
businesses. The findings cov-
er both current and former
unicorns and track companies
built outside India by found-
ers with Indian backgrounds.

Together, the 205 compa-
nies account for $560 billion
in founder-share-attributed
value.

The findings underline the
scale of businesses created
internationally by entrepre-
neurs who spent their forma-
tive years in India before
building companies across
global markets.

Gupshup launches agentic Al
solution for real estate

MUMBAI

Blue bonds to finance India’s maritime projects

NEW DELHI

India is preparing to tap the
blue bond market to fi-
nance projects linked to the
country’s ocean economy,
with Sagarmala Finance
Corporation Ltd. (SMFCL)
planning to raise up to
%1,000 crore. The proposed
issuance is expected to
support maritime infra-
structure and related proj-
ects under the Sagarmala
programme, a major com-
ponent of India’s multi-
modal infrastructure devel-
opment plans.

Blue bonds are debt in-
struments designed to raise

funds for projects connect-
ed with oceans and marine
ecosystems. In India, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) has
recognised blue bonds as
part of sustainable finance
instruments and highlight-

ed their potential to support
the country’s blue econo-
my.

The proposed bond could
provide funding for areas
such as port development,
fishing harbour upgrades
and coastal livelihood pro-

grammes. Such projects
require long-term capital
and could benefit from ac-
cess to specialised sustain-
able finance.However, the
timing of the proposed is-
suance comes amid signs of
higher global interest rates,
which could affect borrow-
ing costs and investor de-
mand. The development
therefore comes as India
seeks to expand alternative
sources of financing for in-
frastructure while promot-
ing sustainable use of ma-
rine resources.The blue
bond initiative also reflects
the growing role of capital
markets in funding projects

linked to environmental
and economic priorities. If
implemented, the %1,000-
crore issuance would mark
an important step in bring-
ing India’s ocean-based
economy into the sustain-
able finance market.With
its extensive coastline and
maritime infrastructure, In-
dia has significant econom-
ic activity linked to ports,
shipping, fisheries and
coastal communities. Blue
bonds could provide anoth-
er avenue for financing
these sectors while linking
infrastructure investment
with sustainable ocean de-
velopment.

Conversational artificial intel-
ligence platform Gupshup has
launched an agentic Al solu-
tion for the real estate sector,
designed to support property
discovery, lead qualification,
sales and post-sales services
through WhatsApp and voice
interactions.The solution com-
bines agentic Al and structured
workflows with property, in-
ventory and customer relation-
ship management systems.
Customers can explore proper-
ties, ask questions, share re-
quirements and take further
steps through a conversational
interface. The system can col-
lect details including budget,
preferred location, property
type and purchase timeline to
qualify leads.

Developers can use the plat-
form to provide brochures,

arrange callbacks, schedule
appointments and connect cus-
tomers with sales representa-
tives. The same system can
also support post-sales ser-
vices, including maintenance
requests, appointment sched-
uling and access to property
documents. It supports text
and voice interactions, includ-
ing regional languages and
dialects.

Gupshup said the technolo-
gy is already being used in real
estate deployments in West
Asia. One developer uses the
platform on WhatsApp for
property discovery and lead
qualification, allowing cus-
tomers to check availability,
unit types, area, payment plans
and amenities. Another de-
ployment supports property
discovery, lead generation and
customer service in English
and Saudi dialect Arabic.




CITYSHILIGHTS

GLOBAL

SATURDAY » SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

BENGALURU, MYSURU

Kyiv drone strike
kills one, injures
seven

Kyiv
One person was killed
and seven others were
injured after Russian
drone strikes hit a resi-
dential building in Kyiv,
according to reports.
The attack caused
damage to the building,
with emergency teams
responding to the af-
fected area. Authorities
launched rescue and re-
lief operations following
the strike. The incident
comes amid continuing
Russian attacks on
Ukrainian cities and ci-
vilian infrastructure. Lo-
cal officials urged resi-
dents to follow safety
instructions and remain
alert as the threat of
further strikes contin-
ues. Details about the
victims and the extent
of the damage are being
assessed by authorities.

Dolkun Isaraises
concerns over Uyghur
policies

Geneva
World Uyghur Congress
President Dolkun Isa
raised concerns over
China’s policies towards
Uyghurs during the 63rd
session of the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in
Geneva. Isa alleged that
China had changed its
tactics amid growing in-
ternational pressure but
that restrictions and al-
leged abuses continued.
He referred to reports by
the United Nations, the
Uyghur Tribunal verdict
and a motion recog-
nised by Mozambique’s
Parliament concerning
alleged genocide. Isa
also alleged continuing
detention and forced la-
bour involving Uyghurs
and said children re-
mained separated from
their families. He further
expressed concerns
about restrictions on Uy-
ghur and Tibetan languag-
es in schools and daily life.

Activist raises
concerns over PoJK
rights situation

Geneva
Socio-political activist
Tasleema Akhter has
raised concerns over the
human rights situation in
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK), alleg-
ing violence, detentions
and restrictions on com-
munication. Speaking on
the sidelines of the UN
Human Rights Council
session in Geneva, Akhter
alleged that journalists
and social activists had
been detained while inter-
net services were shut
down. She called for their
release and restoration of
internet connectivity.
Akhter also urged the
UNHRC to address alleged
violence and seek ac-
countability. Comparing
PoJK with Jammu and
Kashmir in India, she high-
lighted development, en-
trepreneurship and tour-
ism initiatives, while alleg-
ing continued difficulties
for people in PoJK.

" India reaffirms partnership with least developed countries

LDCs need stronger financial and technological support to achieve sustainable and permanent graduation from their status.

NEW YORK

India has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to supporting Least
Developed Countries (LDCs),
with Secretary (Economic Re-
lations) Sudhakar Dalela
highlighting the need for ac-
cessible finance, investment,
job creation and technology
partnerships during a ministe-
rial meeting at the United Na-
tions.

Dalela participated in the
Annual Ministerial Meeting
of the LDCs on the sidelines
of the 81st session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly in New York. He said
stronger financial and techno-
logical support was essential
for LDCs to achieve sustain-

able and irreversible gradua-
tion from the category.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said India’s partner-
ship with LDCs is reflected
through demand-driven devel-
opment cooperation, includ-
ing the Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation

(ITEC) programme, conces-
sional credit, grant assistance
and the India-UN Develop-
ment Partnership Fund.
Dalela also participated in
an engagement on implement-
ing the Sendai Framework
through an ASEAN approach
to inclusive disaster and cli-

India-LDC partnerships feature
demand-driven cooperation.

Dalela addressed ASEAN disaster
resilience framework.

India highlighted strengthened
early warning systems.

India offered to host 2030 con-
ference.

mate resilience. The meeting
was organised by Thailand,
the Philippines, Japan and the
United Nations Office for Di-
saster Risk Reduction.

In his remarks, Dalela high-
lighted India’s strengthened

early warning systems,
risk-informed infrastructure
and disaster preparedness
measures. He also spoke
about the work of the Coali-
tion for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure and In-
dia-ASEAN cooperation in
disaster preparedness and
response.

He stressed the impor-
tance of converting early
warnings into timely action
to protect communities from
disasters. Dalela also reiter-
ated India’s offer to host the
Fourth UN World Confer-
ence on Disaster Risk Re-
duction in 2030.

Officials attending the
meeting included Thailand’s
Deputy Prime Minister Siha-

sak Phuangketkeow, Austra-
lian Foreign Minister Penny
Wong and Philippines Secre-
tary of Foreign Affairs Ma-
ria Theresa P. Lazaro.

Earlier, Dalela participat-
ed in a Solutions Dialogue
on Financing Adaptation at a
high-level meeting on cli-
mate action and just transi-
tion at the UN.

He highlighted India’s ear-
ly warning systems and ef-
forts to integrate climate
adaptation into national and
state-level planning. He
called for predictable financ-
ing for country-led adapta-
tion and stressed that sup-
port for vulnerable countries
and communities should not
add to their debt burdens.

Misri holds key India-US talks in New York

NEW YORK

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri held separate meetings
with senior US officials in
New York on the sidelines of
the United Nations General
Assembly, discussing critical
minerals, semiconductors,
emerging technologies, ener-
gy security, civil nuclear co-
operation and US sanctions
legislation targeting Russia
and Iran.

Misri met US Under Secre-
tary of State for Economic
Affairs Jacob Helberg and
discussed ways to advance
India-US cooperation in criti-
cal and emerging technolo-
gies.

In a post on X, Misri said
the two sides agreed to
strengthen cooperation

2Misri stated that both sides agreed

to enhance cooperation via Pax Sili-

ca, alongside joint efforts on semi-
conductors and critical minerals.

through Pax Silica, along with
work on semiconductors and
critical minerals. Pax Silica is
a US-led initiative focused on
secure supply chains linked to
advanced technologies and
artificial intelligence.

The discussions come as
India and the US seek to im-
prove supply-chain resilience
in sectors considered import-
ant for economic and national
security. The Pax Silica
framework covers areas in-
cluding critical minerals, en-
ergy inputs, advanced manu-
facturing, semiconductors and
Al infrastructure. India is

among the countries partici-
pating in the initiative.

In a separate meeting, Mis-
ri held talks with US Under
Secretary of State for Political
Affairs Allison Hooker. Ac-
cording to Misri, the discus-
sions covered India-US bilat-
eral cooperation, energy secu-
rity, the recently enacted
Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Act (SRIA), civil nuclear co-
operation, TRUST and the
Indian Ocean Strategic Ven-
ture initiative.

The SRIA has particular
relevance for India because of
its provisions concerning
Russia’s energy trade and
countries purchasing Russian
oil and gas. The legislation
provides the US executive
branch with authority to im-
pose additional sanctions, tar-

iffs and trade restrictions un-
der specified conditions.

A potential tariff of up to
100% on imports from coun-
tries continuing to purchase
Russian energy has been dis-
cussed in connection with the
legislation, but such a tariff is
not automatically imposed by
the law.

India has maintained that its
energy decisions are guided
by national interests and mar-
ket considerations. Misri’s
meetings highlighted the
breadth of the India-US rela-
tionship, covering strategic
technologies, critical supply
chains, energy, nuclear coop-
eration and the wider In-
do-Pacific, while also ad-
dressing differences linked to
sanctions and Russian energy
trade.

MEXICO CITY

A South Korean presidential
official has pledged a prompt
and thorough investigation
into recent explosions in the
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ)
that injured three South Kore-
an soldiers.

The official, speaking to re-
porters in Mexico City while
accompanying President Lee
Jae Myung on his state visit,
said an objective investigation
was under way. Forensic anal-
ysis of fragments collected
from the site is being con-
ducted to determine whether
the suspected mines were of
South or North Korean origin.

The official said investiga-
tors must establish whether
the explosions were caused by

SOUTH KOREA VOWS PROBE
INTO DMZ EXPLOSIONS

mines, identify their type and
determine whether they were
planted by North Korea. If
North Korea was not respon-
sible, investigators would ex-
amine what caused the explo-
sions. The probe is being con-
ducted in coordination with
the United Nations Command
because the location is part of
a newly established recon-
naissance route and remains
dangerous to access.

The explosions occurred on
Monday and injured three
South Korean military per-
sonnel. Speculation has
grown that the blast may have
involved a landmine allegedly
placed by North Korea on the
South Korean side of the
DMZ, although authorities
have not confirmed the cause.

UK MP urges stronger
action on Balochistan rights

GENEVA

British Labour MP John
McDonnell has called on the
UK government to take a
more active role in address-
ing alleged human rights
violations in Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan province, citing
Britain’s historical links
with the region.

Speaking virtually at the
12th Balochistan Interna-
tional Conference at the Ge-
neva Press Club, McDonnell
said British ministers should
support efforts concerning
alleged abuses and recog-
nise what he described as
the Baloch people’s de-
mands for peace, justice and
self-determination. The con-
ference was organised by
the Baloch National Move-
ment.

McDonnell also said the
British government should
consider its responsibilities
toward people seeking asy-
lum, amid concerns over
restrictions affecting asylum
seekers. He said he would
continue providing political
and diplomatic support in
Britain to Baloch people af-
fected by what he described
as repression.

At the conference, Jamal
Baloch, media coordinator
of the BNM-linked hu-
man-rights organisation
Paank, presented figures on
alleged enforced disappear-
ances, killings and other vi-
olations.

He said the organisation

had documented 485 cases
of enforced disappearance
over the previous six
months and received infor-
mation about 181 alleged
extrajudicial killings.

However, Paank’s own
published half-year report
for January-June 2026 re-
cords 556 enforced disap-
pearances and 227 extraju-
dicial or custodial killings
during that period.

The organisation de-
scribes these as documented
cases and calls for indepen-
dent investigations.

Lakhu Lohana, general
secretary of the World Sind-
hi Congress, also addressed
the conference and spoke
about the long-running po-
litical and humanitarian
concerns in Balochistan.

He said the region’s diffi-
culties included poverty,
malnutrition, killings and
disappearances.

The conference comes
amid continuing internation-
al debate over the situation
in Balochistan, where rights
groups have reported disap-
pearances and killings,
while Pakistan has also
faced a longstanding sepa-
ratist insurgency and securi-
ty challenges in the prov-
ince. The allegations con-
cerning Pakistani authorities
and the figures presented by
Paank are claims by the re-
spective organisations and
have not been independently
established in every individ-
ual case.

Tibetans, Uyghurs protest Xi visit in Washington

WASHINGTON DC

Tibetans, Uyghurs and other di-
aspora groups held protests in
Washington DC against Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s visit to
the US capital, calling for great-
er international attention to hu-
man rights concerns in Tibet,
East Turkistan, also known as
Xinjiang, Hong Kong and other
regions.

The day-long mobilisation
included a demonstration out-
side the Chinese Embassy, a
march towards the US Capitol
and a rally attended by represen-
tatives of diaspora and human
rights organisations. Tibetan
protesters raised slogans includ-

ing “We want China out of Ti-
bet” as Xi held meetings with
US President Donald Trump in
Washington.

Omer Kanat, executive direc-
tor of the Uyghur Human Rights
Project, said Tibetan and Uy-
ghur communities faced similar
concerns over religious, cultural
and language rights. He alleged
that Chinese government poli-
cies had restricted religious
practices and cultural life in Ti-
bet and claimed that Uyghurs
had faced arbitrary detention,
forced labour, surveillance and
restrictions on religion and lan-
guage.Kanat also raised con-
cerns about the treatment of
children and families, alleging

that boarding school policies
had separated children from
their cultural and linguistic tra-
ditions. He said repression also
affected diaspora communities
and argued that people outside
China faced pressure over
speaking publicly about human
rights issues. These allegations
reflect the position of Uyghur
advocacy groups and are disput-
ed by Beijing.The Tibetan mo-
bilisation was led by the Tibetan
Youth Congress and Capital
Area Tibetan Association, with
support from several other or-
ganisations. Organisers expect-
ed more than 2,000 Tibetans
from across North America to
participate.

Pakistan police
detain PTI
leaders before
protests

ISLAMABAD

Police in Pakistan’s Rawalpindi
division have detained more than
150 leaders and workers of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
ahead of the party’s planned long
march to Islamabad on Septem-
ber 27.The detainees were re-
portedly held under Section 3 of
the Maintenance of Public Order
(MPO) Ordinance and confined
in different prisons. Police have
also conducted door-to-door
searches in Attock, Chakwal,
Jhelum, Rawalpindi and Murree.
According to reports citing po-
lice sources, authorities have
been instructed to detain 463 PTI
leaders and workers.

 NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMED HAROON,
Slo Noor Mohammed, Age About
43 Years, resident of No:9,2nd
Main, 1st Cross, Shivraj Road,
Near New D.J.Halli Police Sta-
tion, Bangalore — 560045. have
changed my name to MOHAM-
MED HAROON, vide affidavit
dated: 25.09.2026, before Nota-
ry MEER HASSAN, Bengaluru

_DOCUMENTLOST

This is to inform to General public that
my client Sri, Raju .K s/o Krishnan, and
Smt, shamala Devi .B, W/o Raju, Re-
siding at  Cynaid line Kuppam Main
Bangaarpete  marikuppam  Road,KGF
town and taluk, Kolar District 1 am the
Owner of the Below said Property,while
Sale Deed for taken Digital copy ,have
lost following Documents of property
pertating to below Mentioned property
Situated at Cynaid line Kuppam Main
Bangaarpete  marikuppam  Road,KGF
town and taluk, Kolar District, had pub-
lished the factum of lost of his Original
Sale certificate, Dated;-04-06-2012, Sale
certificate , Executed by Municipal com-
missioner City Municipal Council rob-
ertsenpete ,KGF, in favour of C.Ravi s/o
Chandrakas, In regd as Book No.1,Volume
No.BPT-1-03832/2003-04, IN CDNO.BPTD
4, in regd before of the SRO Bangara-
pete, in Respect of Property Bearing Mu-
nicipal site no.1, Near Krishnagiri Lane,
A.Pete, KGF, Bangarapete Taluk, Kolar
District, and the measuring 40x30 feets,
police complaint have been filed with re-
gards to loss of the above said Document
vide complaint in NCR NO. Lost Report
no.2445113/2026,  DATED;-25-09-2026,
and complaint dated;-25-09-2026,
by respective person,if anybody finds
these Document please inform with-
in 7 Days in Below mentioned Address.

Place-Chinthamani
Date- 25-09-2026
K.S.HARISH KUMAR
ADVOCATE
Office: NEAR KISHORE SCHOOL,
ABOVE APPOLO PHARMACY,
BESIDE SANTHOSHI MATHA
TEMPLE, BANGALORE MAIN ROAD
CHINTHAMANL
MOBILE N0O:9980110692

Shehbaz Sharif to address UNGA
amid Pakistan crises

NEW YORK

Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif is scheduled to
address the 81st United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA) session on Friday,
as his government faces po-
litical, economic and security
challenges at home. His ap-
pearance at the UN head-
quarters has also drawn at-
tention to questions over Pa-
kistan’s approach to terror-
ism and its handling of indi-
viduals designated by India
and international bodies.
Sharif was questioned by
reporters at the UN head-
quarters about allegations
that Pakistan continues to
provide shelter to terrorists.
According to ANI, he did not
respond to questions about
when Pakistan would prose-
cute Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
founder Hafiz Muhammad

Saeed. The questions come
amid renewed discussion in
India over Saeed’s alleged
role in major terror attacks,
including the 2008 Mumbai
attacks and the April 2025
Pahalgam attack.

The report also highlighted
Pakistan’s updated 2026 Red
Book of most-wanted terror-
ists. It said the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency increased the
announced reward for
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar from PKR 20
lakh to PKR 70 lakh. ANI
also cited Indian intelligence
assessments claiming that
Azhar remains in Pakistan,
while alleging that details re-
lating to some 26/11 suspects
were changed in the updated
list. These claims have not
been independently estab-
lished in the material provid-

d At home, Pakistan is deal-

I, HARISH M R S/o LATE
RANGASWAMAIAH R/o
Bugudanahalli, Mudigere,
Tumkur, Karnataka-572107,
have changed the name of
my minor daughter
MANEESHA M H aged 7
years and she shall hereafter
be known as GHANASHREE
MH.

I, DHABALE SACHIN

with economic pressures
and planned opposition pro-
tests. Finance Minister Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb has
warned that strikes, long
marches and sit-ins by
groups including Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Kissan Ittehad
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
could result in substantial
daily economic losses. The
Punjab government has also
imposed restrictions ahead of
a planned September 27 PTI
protest seeking the release of
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan.Sharif is expected to
use his UNGA address to dis-
cuss international issues, in-
cluding the conflict involving
the United States and Iran,
along with Pakistan’s broader
diplomatic priorities. His vis-
it comes as Islamabad seeks
to present itself as an active
participant in multilateral
discussions while facing con-
tinuing scrutiny over terror-
ism, economic stability and
political unrest.

alias SACHIN PATIL S/o
ASHOK, R/o 108, Kotgira,
Bhatambra, Bhalki, Bidar,
Karnataka-585411,
changed my name and

have

shall hereafter be known
as SACHIN PATIL.

I, SHARADA GOPALKRISHNA
BHAT alias SHARADA S
HEGDE W/o SHANKAR
HEGDE, R/o 497/1, Soujanya,
Kadamba Nagar, Sirsi,
Banavasi Road, Uttara
Kannada, Karnataka-581402,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
SHARADA GOPALKRISHNA
BHAT.

I, B CHANNAKRUSHNAPPA
S/o CHIKKABYRAPPA R/o
Ittappanahalli, Kethenahalli,
Chikballapur, Chikkaballapur,
Karnataka-562101, have
changed the name of my
minor daughter CHITHNYA C
aged 15 years and she shall
hereafter be known as C
CHAITHANYA.

I, T B VENKATESH S/o
BACHAPPA R/o 200/6, Bagalur
Main Road, Kattigenahalli,
Bangalore North, Bangalore,
Karnataka-560064, have
changed the name of my minor
son CHUNMAI REDDY V alias
CHAITANYA V aged 16 years
and he shall hereafter be known
as CHUNMAIREDDY V.

| cHANGE oF NamE | NAME CHANGE |

1,BUTHARAJU S L Son/of
LAKSHMAIAH, Aadhar No .: 9529
9362 2430, aged about 42 years,
presently residing at Saluparahalli,
Hall Dodderi Post, Kallambella Hobli,
Sira Taluk, Tumkur District-572128.,
have changed my name from
BUTHARAJU S Lto KIRAN S L
vide affidavit dated 24.09.2026 sworn
to before Advocate and Notary Sri.
MALLIKARJUNA C (Reg. No. 12255),
Tumkur

All the piece and parcel of the Property bearing
No. Sy No. 128 Property No. 128, Property
No. 5111341391, Situated at Bhairaveshwara
Nagar, Bandipalya, Khille Mohalla, Mysore
District,
Meters, North to South: 6.096012 Meters, Total
measuring 55.74205 Sq Meters, Buildup Area:
46.4515 Sq Meters.
East by
West by: Property of Late Nanjaiah
North by: Road
South by: Property of Karimanchaiah
Date: 24-09-2026
Place: Mysore

Advocate and Legal Consultant

PUBLIC NOTICE

That Mr. Seeman B, residing at Door No. 858,
1st floor ,
, Mysore City, Mysore 570022, intend to avail
Loan on the security of the Schedule Property
from M/S Muthoot Housing Finance Company
Limited.
has acquire the Schedule Property under
the Un Registered Sale Deed Certificate no :
KA31872903745687L Dt. 08-08-2013, Which is
executed by Mr. Sidddaraju and Mrs. Pavithra in
his favor of Mrs. Prema Sujatha That the said Mr.
Seeman B has Purchased the Schedule property
from Mrs. Prema Sujatha. Hence, if any person
or persons, who claims any right, title or interest
with respect to the Schedule Property should
lodge or report such claim/objections in writing
with supporting documents to the undersigned
within 07 Days from the date of this Notice.
Failing which, my Client will proceed to purchase
the Schedule Property, as if no such claims/
objections exists or that they have been waiver
or abandoned. The objections/claims received
after 07 (Seven) Days will not be entertained.

Ashraya Layout Nevidithanagara,

That the said Mrs. Prema Sujatha

SCHEDULE PROPERTY:

Measuring: East to West : 9.144018

: Property of Jayamma

Praveen. TK

Office: 134, CH-46/6B,
8thMain, 1stCross,

KH Road, Saraswathipuram,
Mysore.570009

Mob: +919481965055
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Kamaljeet-Suruchi Pair
Wins Gold in 10m Air Pistol

484.6 points. South Korea’s Suhyeon
Hong and Gaeun Choo took silver with
478.0, while Iran won bronze with 415.8.

India also claimed silver in the men’s
50m rifle three positions team event.
Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar,
Rudrankksh Patil and Niraj Kumar com-
bined for 1,762 points, finishing behind
China, which won gold with 1,766. South
Korea took bronze with 1,751.

Tomar and Niraj qualified for the indi-
vidual 3P final after finishing third and
fourth in qualification with 589 and 588
points respectively. However, Tomar fin-

India’s Kamaljeet and
Suruchi Singh won
gold in the 10m air
pistol mixed team

event, strengthening

India’s shooting

medal tally.

8

NAGOYA

&2

AIR PISTOL VICTORY IN FOCUS

India secured its second shooting gold at
the Asian Games as Kamaljeet and Suru-
chi Singh won the 10m air pistol mixed

team title on Friday.

The Indian pair topped the qualifica-
tion round before producing a strong per-
formance in the final, finishing with

m Gold: Kamaljeet & Suruchi — 10m Air Pistol

m Score: 484.6 points

m Silver: India — 50m Rifle 3P Team

m Team Score: 1,762 points

m Medal Haul: 1 Gold + 1 Silver

ished fifth with 327.6 points, while Niraj
ended eighth.

China’s Yukun Liu won individual gold
with a Games-record 360.5, while com-
patriot Changhong Zhang claimed silver
with 360.2. Kazakhstan’s Satpayev Islam
took bronze.

The results added another gold and sil-
ver to India’s shooting medal tally at the
ongoing Games.

Sachin Siwach Advances
to Boxing Quarterfinals

AICHI-NAGOYA, JAPAN

Indian boxer Sachin Siwach
advanced to the men’s 60kg
quarterfinals at the Asian
Games 2026 after defeating
Jordan’s Mohammad Abu
Jajeh 4-1 in a split decision
on Friday.

Sachin began cautiously,
but landed the cleaner
punches in the opening
round, including a strong
left hook, to take a 3-2 lead
on the judges’ cards.

The Indian increased his
activity in the second round
and again connected effec-
tively with his left hook.
Although Abu Jajeh used
his reach advantage to
counter, Sachin’s punches
appeared more effective as
he won the round 4-1.

Abu Jajeh started aggres-

-----

sively in the final round,
attempting to overturn the
deficit. However, the Jorda-
nian struggled to land clean
punches as the bout pro-
gressed. Sachin maintained
his composure and grew
more effective in the clos-
ing stages to secure the 4-1
victory.

With the win, Sachin
booked his place in the
quarterfinals, where he will
face Japan’s Shunsuke Ki-
tamoto, another World
Championships bronze
medallist. The quarterfinal
is scheduled for the day af-
ter tomorrow.

Sachin’s victory adds to
India’s boxing campaign at
the ongoing Asian Games,
with the Indian contingent
continuing its medal push
across multiple disciplines.

India Defeat Nepal,
Reach Kabaddi Final

AICHI-NAGOYA

Defending champions India
stormed into the women’s ka-
baddi final at the Asian Games
2026 after defeating Nepal 48-
24 in the semi-final on Friday.

India made a strong start,
taking a 9-5 lead in the opening
five minutes through effective
raids. Nepal responded with
determined defence, including
a super tackle on Sonali, but
India maintained a 15-10 ad-
vantage midway through the
first half.

Nepal’s Ganga Ghimire pro-
duced a standout four-point
raid to reduce the deficit to 21-
15. India, however, tightened
its defence and extended its
lead before the break, with
Sanju Devi and Sonali playing
key roles as the defending
champions went into half-time
31-17 ahead. India continued to
control the contest after the re-

start, maintaining a comfort-
able advantage throughout the
second half. The defending
champions eventually complet-
ed a 48-24 victory to book their
place in the final.

India will face either Chinese
Taipei or Iran in Saturday’s fi-
nal as they seek to retain their
Asian Games women'’s kabaddi
title.

The victory was part of a
strong day for India at Aic-
hi-Nagoya. Shooters Kamaljeet
and Suruchi Inder Singh won
gold in the 10m air pistol
mixed team event, while Aish-
wary Pratap Singh Tomar,
Rudrankksh Patil and Niraj
Kumar claimed silver in the
men’s 50m rifle 3 positions
team event.

India also secured medals in
table tennis and squash, while
the women’s hockey team de-
feated Japan 3-1 in a Pool B
match.

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s Manpreet Kaur won
the bronze medal in the wom-
en’s shot put at the Aichi-Na-
goya Asian Games on Friday,
producing a best throw of
17.17 metres.

The 36-year-old se-

cured the bronze Manpreet

with her fourth ~ Kaur secured

attempt, finish-  shot put bronze \
ing behind Chi- witha17.17m fifth at the

na’s Song Ji-
ayuan, who won
gold with 19.40
metres, and com-
patriot Zhang
Linru, who
claimed silver with
18.14 metres. South Ko-
rea’s Jeong Yu Sun finished
fourth with 16.78 metres.
Manpreet’s podium finish
adds another international
medal to her career. Her last
major international medal
came at the 2023 Asian
Championships, where she
also won bronze. She finished

throw, adding
another Asian
Games medal to
India’s athletics
tally.

2023 Asian
Games and
was fourth at
the Common-
wealth Games
in Glasgow last
month with a
throw of 17.49 metres.
The Indian shot-putter’s
personal best remains 18.06
metres, achieved in 2022. Ear-
lier this year, she won the Na-
tional Inter-State Champion-
ships with a throw of 17.75
metres, surpassing the Asian
Games qualification mark of
16.25 metres.

Manpreet was part of the
Indian athletics contingent that
trained at the University of
Tsukuba near Tokyo ahead of
the Asian Games. Her perfor-
mance in Nagoya earned India
another medal in athletics.

Compatriot Krishna
Jayasankar Menon finished
fifth in the event with a best
effort of 16.57 metres.

Manpreet’s bronze was part
of India’s medal-winning
campaign on Day 6 of the
Games, but her 17.17m effort
remained the defining result
of the women’s shot-put com-
petition.

Baranica
Elangovan wins
pole vault bronze

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s Baranica Elangovan
won the bronze medal in the
women’s pole vault at the
Asian Games, securing the
country’s first-ever medal in
the event.

Baranica finished third in
the final to add another medal
to India’s athletics tally at the
Games. The achievement
came on a day when Indian
athletes continued to make an
impact across multiple disci-
plines.

Baranica’s medal was
among India’s notable athletics
results on Friday. Manpreet
Kaur had earlier won bronze
in the women’s shot put, while
Gulveer Singh claimed silver
in the men’s 10,000m final.

In the women’s 400m, Kiran
Pahal and Prachi also ad-
vanced to the final. Kiran
clocked 53.44 seconds to qual-
ify directly, while Prachi fin-
ished third in her heat in 53.46
seconds and progressed
through qualification by place.

India also saw mixed results
in the men’s 100m, with
Gurindervir Singh and An-
imesh Kujur failing to advance
to the final after finishing fifth
and seventh respectively in
their semifinal heats.

Manush-Diya Secure
Asian Games Mixed
Doubles Bronze

AICHI-NAGOYA

India’s Manush Shah and Diya
Chitale secured the bronze
medal in mixed doubles table
tennis at the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games 2026 after losing
their semi-final to China’s
Wang Chugin and Sun Yingsha
on Friday.

The Indian pair, ranked
eighth in the world, went down
8-11, 5-11, 8-11, 2-11 in the
semi-final. With no
bronze-medal playoff in the
event, reaching the last four
guaranteed the duo a podium
finish.

The medal is India’s second
in Asian Games mixed doubles
table tennis. The first came
through Sharath Kamal and
Manika Batra at the 2018 edi-
tion.

Shah and Chitale had earlier
secured their place in the
semi-finals with a 3-1 quar-
ter-final victory over Hong
Kong’s world No. 4 pair Wong
Chun Ting and Doo Hoi Kem.
The Indian duo won 11-6, 13-
15, 11-9, 11-5 in the quarter-fi-
nal.

India also secured medals in
several other events on Day 6.

) INDIA"

Shooters Kamaljeet and Suru-
chi Inder Singh won gold in the
10m air pistol mixed team
event, while Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar, Rudrankksh Patil
and Niraj Kumar claimed silver
in the men’s 50m rifle 3 posi-
tions team event.

In squash, Joshana Chinappa
and Velavan Senthilkumar as-
sured India of another medal by
reaching the mixed doubles
semi-finals. Abhay Singh and
Anahat Singh also advanced to
their respective singles semi-fi-
nals.

India’s men’s and women’s
kabaddi teams reached the fi-
nals, while the women’s hock-
ey team defeated Japan 3-1 in
their Pool B match. India’s
medal tally stood at 20, includ-
ing two gold, eight silver and
10 bronze medals.

Nepal, Hong Kong China Secure Asian Games Wins

NAGOYA

Oman struggled in the chase and were

Nepal and Hong Kong, China secured im-
portant victories on Day 2 of the Asian
Games men’s cricket competition on Fri-

day.

Hong Kong, China bounced back from
their opening defeat to Malaysia with a 41-
run win over Oman. Batting first, they
posted 121 for eight in 20 overs, with Ha-
feez Khan top-scoring with 33 and Babar

Hayat contributing 23.

out the innings.

bowled out for 80 in the 12th over. Ayush
Shukla led Hong Kong, China’s bowling
attack with three wickets for 13 runs, while
the spinners kept the pressure on through-

The victory kept Hong Kong, China in
contention for a place in the quarter-finals,
with qualification in Group B dependent on
Oman’s remaining result against Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Nepal began their campaign
with a comfortable victory over Afghani-

stan. Afghanistan was bowled out for 102
after losing their top three batters cheap-
ly. Faisal Shinozada and Najibullah Za-
dran provided some resistance with 30
each, but Nepal’s disciplined bowl-
ing restricted Afghanistan to a
modest total.

Nepal then chased
down the target to reg-
ister a winning start
to their Asian
Games campaign.

AICHI-NAGOYA

India strengthened its po-
sition in the third quarter

India defeated Japan 3-1 in
their Asian Games Pool B
clash on Thursday to book a
place in the women’s hockey
semifinals and maintain their
winning run.

Lalremsiami opened the
scoring in the first quarter
with a field goal before Ishika
doubled India’s advantage
late in the second quarter. In-
dia went into the half-time
break with a 2-0 lead despite
Japan keeping the Indian at-
tack under pressure for long
periods.

when Navneet Kaur scored

the team’s third goal. She

collected the ball inside the

circle, moved towards the
right and scooped it over the
Japanese goalkeeper into the

far corner. Japan pulled one

back early in the final quar-

ter through Kobayakawa Shi-

ho, who stru ck a backhand

from the top of the circle past

goalkeeper Savita Punia. Ja-
pan could not find another
goal as India held on for a 3-1
victory and secured its semi-
final berth.

-

Sammy: Beating
ndia Key to Major
ICC Success

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

through the qualifiers.

ruary.

plans.

West Indies head coach Daren Sammy has

described the upcoming three-match ODI

series against India as an important op-

portunity for his team to assess its prog-
ress ahead of the 2027 ODI World Cup
qualifiers.

The first ODI will be played in Thi-
ruvananthapuram on Sunday. West In-
dies, ranked 10th in the ODI rankings, missed automatic
qualification for the 2027 World Cup and will have to go

Sammy said the series provides an opportunity for his

players to test themselves against India in home conditions.
He also highlighted the significance of defeating India for
teams aiming to win major ICC white-ball tournaments.
West Indies have not won an ODI series in India for 24
years. Sammy said the team would use the three matches to
fine-tune its preparations for the qualifiers scheduled for Feb-

The coach pointed to the recent contributions of batters
Shai Hope, Amir Jangoo and Sherfane Rutherford, while
pacer Alzarri Joseph has also returned to form.

Sammy also praised 19-year-old wrist-spinner Vitel
Lawes, who took eight wickets in five matches against New
Zealand in July. He said the youngster would continue to
receive opportunities as part of the team’s development
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