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Department of School Education & Literacy

oamacceenses ADMISSIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR B BB T
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

You can enroll your children in any class.

In 3 years,

ours will be the best
government school system
in the country!!!

This is the Government's

EDUCATION
GUARANTEE

FACILITIES PROVIDED BY
THE GOVERNMENT TO ITS SCHOOLS:

Government schools offer more than free textbooks,

Karnataka Mo.del uniforms, shoes, mid-day meals, and milk! This year has
SChOOI Educat|0n!! seen a huge rise in results!! An even bigger improvement

in government schools and colleges!!!

8 STEPS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION
THESE ARE THE EDUCATION GUARANTEES.

Guarantee 1 Guarantee 5
No more teacher shortage: one teacher Art and physical education: Dedicated

per class up to Grade 5, and subject-wise = - teachers for music, art, and physical
teachers from Grade 6 onwards. education; recruitment of physical education

IN THE 2025-2026 teachers begins this year.
ACADEMIC YEAR 1 Guarantee 6

Relief from non-academic work: Separate
A HISTORIC RISE

staff for non-teaching tasks; teachers can

IN EXAM RESULTS. | focus only on teaching.

Guarantee 2

Medium of instruction as parents prefer:
Along with Kannada, English medium is
available in all schools; teachers receive
special training to teach in English.

! Guarantee 7
Guarantee 3 | SSLC Exam-1 \,’ Monitoring learning quality: Lesson Based
Free transport facility: KPS students o \ Assessment system to track each child’s
are provided free transportation. 94 1 o /O “' progress, and mandatory parent-teacher

e | meetings every two months.
Guarantee 4 2nd PUC Exam-1 '
| Guarantee 8

Digital education: Computer learning o | i i . R
from Grade 1and Al from Grade 3; 86.48 /0 “ Skill Ed.uc.:atlon a.md Comp.etltlve Examinations
training: Skill Education from Grade 6 and

computer teachers will be appointed in ial hine f titi inati
all KPS Schools within 3 years. special coaching for competitive examinations.

When are these changes being introduced?

Some key changes will take effect starting this year
itself, and you will begin to see the transformation
within 2-3 years. /

What is our five-year goal?

Our government school system will be the best in
the country! This is our guarantee!!
Over 5 million children will enroll in government

\schools! This is our resolve!

We welcome all your suggestions

' i s . Eii - What is the
We seek everyone’s support and welcome suggestions from education | - o V .
experts, organisations, and parents on this Karnataka model of education i p— m ' il Bette r Iea rni ng new KPS
reforms. Your suggestions will help us improve our services and address eam || O ¢ A B righte r futu re concept?
internal and external challenges. et aﬁ;amms Scan here!
To share your views and suggestions... ]
Email: edkarnataka@gmail.com | WhatsApp Number: 94489 99314 ﬁ @ m X @ shalashikshanaKarnataka
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Case filed for
obstructing census
duty in Bengaluru

Bengaluru
A case has been regis-
tered against a resident
for allegedly obstructing
census duty and verbally
abusing a female staff
member in North City
Municipal Corporation
limits. The incident oc-
curred at an apartment
near Sultanpalya Main
Road in R.T. Nagar. On
April 20, enumerator
Veena was denied infor-
mation while conducting
census work in Ward 43.
During a follow-up visit
on April 25, Circle-2 Su-
pervisor R. Rashmi also
faced non-cooperation
and was allegedly
abused. Following the in-
cident, Census Charge
Officer Dr. Lokesh filed a
complaint. Municipal
Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar confirmed
legal action.

Ganja plants seizedin
exciseraid at
Nelamangala firm

Bengaluru
MLA S.T. Somashekar
warned contractors that
poor quality work will not
be tolerated and those
failing to meet standards
will be blacklisted. He
was speaking after
launching rainwater
drainage works at Chin-
may School Cross in BDA
Banashankari 6th Phase
and a drain project near
Munikallappa Thota in
Kengeri. Emphasising
quality, he said develop-
ment works are being
taken up daily in the Ye-
shwantpur constituency,
but strict standards must
be maintained. He direct-
ed contractors to priori-
tise durability in road and
drainage projects. Sever-
al local leaders and offi-
cials, including BDA engi-
neers, were present

Doctors flag potential
eyerisks as GLP-1
generics enter market

BENGALURU
With generic versions
of GLP-1drugs set to
enter the Indian mar-
ket, ophthalmologists
have raised concerns
about possible ocular
risks associated with
their use, particularly
among patients with

diabetes.

A recent case highlight-
ed the issue, where a
60-year-old woman

with poorly controlled
diabetes was pre-
scribed a GLP-1drug to
improve blood sugar
levels and support
weight loss. While her
initial response was
positive, she developed
sudden vision loss after
eight to nine months
and was later diag-
nosed with Non-Arter-
itic Anterior Ischaemic
Optic Neuropathy

(NAION), often referred

to as an “eye stroke.”

' Minister warns hospital heads over drug
shortage, ICU gaps, sanitationissues

Minister orders advance drug procurement to prevent shortages in hospitals

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Medical Education and Skill
Development Minister Dr.
Sharanaprakash R. Patil has
issued a stern warning to di-
rectors of government-run
hospitals across Karnataka,
cautioning them of strict de-
partmental action over recur-
ring complaints of drug short-
ages, inadequate ICU facili-
ties and poor sanitation.
Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting at Vikasa Soud-
ha, the Minister referred to
observations by the Lokayuk-
ta and numerous public griev-
ances regarding the non-avail-

ability of essential medicines
in hospitals under the medical
education department. He
strongly criticised the practice
of last-minute drug procure-
ment, questioning why ten-
ders are floated only after
stocks are exhausted.
Directing immediate re-
forms, Dr. Patil instructed all
hospital and medical college
heads to initiate procurement
processes at least three
months in advance to prevent
shortages that disrupt patient
care.Addressing concerns
over ICU bed shortages, the
Minister sought an explana-
tion from officials at Victoria

Hospital’s trauma and emer-
gency care centre. As an im-
mediate measure, he directed
Additional Chief Secretary
Mohammed Mohsin and Di-
rector of Medical Education
Dr. B.L. Sujatha Rathod to
earmark an entire floor in the
upcoming 10-storey Victoria
Hospital building exclusively
for ICU expansion. The facil-

ity is scheduled for inaugura-
tion by Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on May 2.

Dr. Patil also expressed
strong displeasure over poor
sanitation standards and mal-
functioning lifts in hospitals.
He emphasised that maintain-
ing clean washrooms is essen-
tial, stating that hygiene is a
matter of basic human dignity
and cannot be neglected.

The engineering wing was
instructed to expedite pending
infrastructure works, with a
strict deadline set for comple-
tion of near-finished projects
by the end of May. He made
it clear that delays would not

be tolerated.

Highlighting financial inef-
ficiencies, the Minister criti-
cised hospital administrations
for underutilising funds under
the Ayushman Bharat-Arogya
Karnataka (AB-ARK)
scheme. He noted that some
institutions were claiming
only about 60% of their eligi-
ble amounts.Stressing ac-
countability, Dr. Patil said full
utilisation of available funds
is crucial for strengthening
hospital infrastructure and im-
proving healthcare services,
warning that negligence in
this regard would invite seri-
ous consequences.

Bengaluru police
arrest 6 Coimbatore
college students in

dacoity case
BENGALURU

Bengaluru police have arrested
six college students from Coim-
batore, Tamil Nadu, in connec-
tion with a dacoity case reported
under Konanakunte police limits.
The accused allegedly broke into
a house in Pavamana Nagar on
April 17, assaulted the occupants,
and robbed cash, mobile phones,
laptops, and a two-wheeler.Based
on a complaint filed on April 18,
police registered a case and
traced the accused through inves-
tigation and informant inputs. A
coordinated operation led to their
arrest in Coimbatore.Police re-
covered two two-wheelers, four
mobile phones, and two laptops
worth around 3 lakh. The ac-
cused have been remanded to
judicial custody.

‘Living in the future’: Foreigner’s
praise of Bengaluru goes viral

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A foreign traveller’s take on
Bengaluru has gone viral on
social media after he de-
scribed the city as “the only
place in India that’s living in
the future.”

The traveller, identified as
Jack Heaton, shared a video
during his recent visit to Kar-
nataka, where he documented
his experiences exploring the
state. As part of a broader
journey, he is travelling
across India to rank states
based on his personal experi-
ences.In the video, Heaton
praised Bengaluru for its
modern lifestyle, vibrant food
culture, green spaces and
thriving startup ecosystem.
Referring to it as the “Silicon
Valley of India,” he said his

RANKING EVERY;STATE .
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Future'State}

two-week stay in the city ex-
ceeded expectations. He noted
that social media often fails to
capture the full picture, add-
ing that Bengaluru offers a
mix of high-end dining,
greenery, unique architecture
and what he described as “sci-
fi looking temples.”Heaton
also highlighted Karnataka’s

The video has sparked widespread reactions online,
with many users agreeing with his positive observations
about the city’s energy and startup culture. Others
pointed out civic challenges such as traffic and infra-
structure issues. Comments ranged from appreciation
for showcasing a balanced perspective to debates on
Bengaluru’s rapid growth and urban challenges.

broader appeal, stating that
the state offers a balance of
urban sophistication and cul-
tural richness beyond the cap-
ital. Based on his journey so
far, he ranked Karnataka as
his top destination, placing it
ahead of Tamil Nadu, while
clarifying that his ranking was
purely based on personal en-
joyment.In his social media
post, he admitted to having
minimal expectations before
arriving but said the experi-
ence surpassed them. He de-

scribed Bengaluru as a highly
liveable city filled with ambi-
tious young people focused
on building their futures,
while also being welcoming
and friendly.However, he ac-
knowledged the city’s traffic
congestion as a notable draw-
back. He added that having
local friends helped him bet-
ter understand the city’s cul-
ture and lifestyle. Celebrating
Holi in Bengaluru, he said,
made his visit even more
memorable.

WILL ABIDE BY PARTY DECISIONS,
SAYS DCM DK SHIVAKUMAR

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Sunday
struck a measured tone on
political developments, stat-
ing that he has complete
faith in the party leadership
and will abide by any deci-
sions taken at the appropri-
ate time.

Speaking to reporters at
his Sadashivnagar residence
after returning from New
Delhi, Shivakumar said he
would refrain from discuss-
ing political matters public-
ly. “Whatever happens will
happen at the right time. I
will no longer speak on po-
litical issues before the me-
dia. When the time comes,
everything will be known,”
he said.Dismissing specula-
tion around leadership
changes, he added that both
he and the Chief Minister
have already made their po-
sition clear. “We will follow
whatever directions are giv-
en by the party high com-
mand. There is no confusion
or internal issue. The party
knows what needs to be
done and when,” he assert-
ed.

On his upcoming birthday
on May 15, Shivakumar is-
sued a strict directive
against the display of flex

banners and posters across
the city. He urged party
workers and supporters to
avoid putting up hoardings
on roads, warning that it
spoils the city’s aesthetics.
“No one should put up flex-
es or banners. If they do,
authorities must take action.
Heavy fines should be im-
posed for illegal displays,”
he said, adding that he has
instructed civic officials to
enforce the rules strictly.
Responding to criticism
from the BJP regarding in-
ternal reservation, Shivaku-
mar defended the govern-
ment’s approach, stating that
it has delivered justice
across communities. “We
have fulfilled our promise in
a simple and fair manner. Is-
sues that persisted for de-

cades have been resolved.
Our intention is to ensure
justice for all sections,
whether right or left commu-
nities, Lambani or Bovi,” he
said.He also took a swipe at
opposition leaders over re-
cent political events, ques-
tioning their motives.
“Shouldn’t they reflect on
their own political journey
and contributions?” he re-
marked.On the issue of
pending local body elec-
tions, Shivakumar clarified
that the government is pre-
pared. “We have never said
elections will not be held.
We are ready to conduct cor-
poration and local body
polls,” he added, reiterating
the government’s commit-
ment to the democratic pro-
cess.

Onion trader
murdered over
alleged affair;
accused arrested

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An onion trader was allegedly
murdered over a suspected il-
licit relationship in Kadugodi,
with police arresting the ac-
cused in connection with the
crime.According to police, the
victim, identified as Ramach-
andra Reddy, a native of Tam-
il Nadu, was killed on April
25. He had reportedly trav-
elled frequently to Bengaluru
for business, during which he
developed a relationship with
a woman residing in Patalam-
ma Layout in Kadugodi. Over
time, the association is said to
have turned into an intimate
relationship, and he would
visit her whenever he was in
the city.Police said the woman
later became acquainted with
another man, identified as
Harish, and the two developed
a relationship. Harish alleged-
ly grew suspicious and en-
raged after noticing Ramach-
andra Reddy’s repeated visits
to the woman’s residence.
Unable to accept the situation,
he is believed to have planned
the attack.On the day of the
incident, Ramachandra had
reportedly come to meet the
woman and was resting near a
temple in the locality.

RAILWAYS TURNS COMMUTER FRIENDLY

BENGALURU

Union Minister for Railways,
Electronics and IT, and Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ash-
wini Vaishnaw inaugurated a
high-speed bullet train coach
manufacturing unit at BEML
in Bengaluru, marking a sig-
nificant step towards indige-
nous railway development.
The newly established ‘Ad-
itya’ unit at BEML will man-
ufacture coaches for India’s
upcoming indigenous high-
speed train project, known as
B-28. The project is being

jointly designed by the Inte-
gral Coach Factory (ICF) and
BEML, with a focus on
self-reliance and advanced
engineering.Equipped with

cutting-edge technology, in-
cluding robotic laser welding
systems and high-precision
machinery, the facility will
handle bogie manufacturing

for the high-speed coaches.
The first prototype of the
B-28 train is expected by ear-
ly next year, with full readi-
ness targeted by the end of
2027, the Minister said.
During his visit, Vaishnaw
also inspected ongoing pro-
duction of railway and metro
coaches and interacted with
officials and workers. Senior
dignitaries, including Railway
Board Chairman Satish Ku-
mar and BEML Managing
Director Shantanu Roy, were
present.Highlighting future
connectivity plans, the Minis-

ter announced two new train
services between Bengaluru
and Mumbai. These include a
superfast train via Hubbal-
li-Dharwad and a Vande
Bharat Sleeper service, both
expected to be launched in the
coming months.

He further stated that rail
connectivity to coastal Karna-
taka will see a major boost.
With the electrification of the
Hassan—Mangaluru route now
complete, Vande Bharat ser-
vices are expected to begin
soon, linking Bengaluru,
Mangaluru and Madgaon.

Bullet train coach unit inaugurated at BEML

Jayadeva to set up
100-bed cardiac hub
in West Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major push to decen-
tralise specialised healthcare,
Sri Jayadeva Institute of Car-
diovascular Sciences and Re-
search has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with
the Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority to establish a 100-bed
cardiac care unit in Govinda-
rajanagara, West Bengaluru.

The new facility, an-
nounced in the State Budget
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, will be housed within
an existing multispecialty
hospital building of the GBA.
It is expected to significantly
enhance access to advanced
cardiac treatment for residents
in the western parts of the
city.

Medical Education Minister
Dr Sharanaprakash R Patil

said the initiative aims to pro-
vide timely and affordable
cardiac care, with most ser-
vices available at minimal or
no cost. The centre will also
help reduce the patient load at
Jayadeva’s main hospital in
Jayanagar.

The state government has
allocated Rs 15 crore to oper-
ationalise the project. Govin-
darajanagar MLA Priya
Krishna said civil and electri-
cal infrastructure upgrades
will be supported by local
civic bodies, while efforts are
underway to establish a cath-
lab through CSR funding.

Additionally, the govern-
ment has proposed a new
campus of Bangalore Medical
College and Research Insti-
tute in West Bengaluru to fur-
ther strengthen healthcare in-
frastructure.

Chetan Ahimsa apologises
after row over Dr
Rajkumar memorial post

i S
A

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Actor Chetan Ahimsa has is-
sued an apology following
widespread outrage over his
social media post questioning
the allocation of land for the
memorial of Dr Rajkumar.

In his post, Chetan stated
that while Rajkumar is re-
spected as a great artist, the
decision to allot 2.5 acres of
prime land in central Bengal-
uru in 2006 for a samadhi
complex should be debated.
He argued that land is a scarce
resource in modern India and
should be used for broader
public benefit rather than what
he termed “opportunistic” de-
cisions.The remarks triggered
strong reactions from fans and
pro-Kannada organisations.
Several Rajkumar fan associ-
ations filed complaints against
the actor with police and film
bodies, alleging that his com-
ments hurt public sentiments.
Tensions escalated when
members of the Karnataka Ra-
jkumar Fans’ Association
staged a protest outside
Chetan’s residence in Kumara
Park. Following mounting
pressure, the actor issued a

public apology, stating that he
did not intend to hurt anyone’s
feelings.“If my words have
caused pain to anyone, I sin-
cerely apologise,” Chetan
said, seeking to calm the situ-
ation. After his apology, mem-
bers of the fan association
warned him against making
further comments about the
late icon.The controversy
comes close to April 24, cele-
brated widely as Dr Rajku-
mar’s birth anniversary. The
legendary actor continues to
command immense devotion
across Karnataka, with thou-
sands of fans visiting his me-
morial every year.On the oc-
casion, Raghavendra Rajku-
mar, along with Vinay Rajku-
mar, offered prayers at the
memorial located at Kanteer-
ava Studio premises in Benga-
luru. Local leaders, including
MLA Gopalaiah, were also
present.Speaking to the me-
dia, Raghavendra Rajkumar
highlighted the enduring bond
between the actor and his
fans. He recalled how Rajku-
mar fondly referred to his ad-
mirers as “God” and said that
the same affection continues
even today.
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Diplomatic
hopes fade as
US-Israel conflict
with Iran stalls

v BENGALURU

HUBBALLI MANGALURU

GUNMAN STORMS TRUMP DINNER GALA

The firing triggered panic, a sweeping security response and the evacuation of Trump, Vice

India Aims for Global

MYSURU

Leadership in Emerging From domestic:
Technologies, Says dominance to)IPL"
Jitendra Singh impact

President JD Vance and other top officials uninjured; suspect in custody, faces multiple charges

WASHINGTON

US Secret Service agents
bundled President Donald
Trump from the stage as shots
rang out Saturday evening
near the White House Corre-
spondents' Association dinner
venue in Washington, in what
Trump later described as an at-
tack by a "would-be assassin."

Five to eight shots were re-
portedly fired, triggering pan-
ic, a sweeping security re-
sponse and the evacuation of
Trump, Vice President JD
Vance and other top officials.
The high-profile annual event
at the Washington Hilton, at-
tended by senior political
leaders, journalists, celebrities
and guests, was abruptly
thrown into chaos as wit-
nesses described hearing
gunfire and seeing heavi-
ly armed security person-
nel rush into the ball-
room.

Attendees said
the atmosphere
changed within
seconds as offi-
cers entered

WASHINGTON
President Donald
Trump and officials in
his administration were
the likely targets of a
suspect who fired "
on a security
agent guarding
the White House
Correspondents’
Association dinnerin
Washington, US. Acting
Attorney General Todd
Todd Blanche said on
Sunday. The man fired
a shotgun at a Secret
Service agent at a
security checkpoint in
the Washington Hilton
hotel before being tack-
led and arrested. Trump
and first lady Melania
Trump were rushed out
of the dinner. “It does
appear that he, he did,
in fact, have set out to
\_ target folks that work in

the hall shouting for people to
get down. Guests in formal
attire ducked under tables
while glasses shattered and
meals were abandoned in the
scramble for cover. Security
teams reportedly moved to-
ward the dais where Trump
had been seated moments ear-
lier, while others secured exits
and corridors.

The US Secret Service later
said a suspect charged the
checkpoint carrying multiple
weapons, including a shotgun,
handgun and knives. Officers
intercepted the man and ex-
changed gunfire before taking
him into custody.

‘Trump was likely target’

,
&

< Washington.

the administration, likely
including the president,”
Blanche told NBC News'’
“Meet the Press,” adding
that the suspect
likely traveled by
train from Los
Angeles to Chi-
cago and then to

California man

in custody

Authorities identified
the suspect as Cole
Tomas Allen (31), a Los
Angeles-area resident.
The suspect will be
charged in federal
court on Monday with
assault of a federal
officer, discharging a
firearm and attempting
to kill a federal officer,
Blanche said, adding
he did not know if there
was an Iran connection
to the attack.

J

It described the suspect as a
lone actor and said there was

no immediate threat to
) the public.

A US Secret Ser-
vice officer, who was
shot, has been re-
leased from the hos-
pital, according to
USSS Chief
of Commu-
nications
Anthony

Guglielmi.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
struck a philosophical tone af-
ter the gunfire incident during
White Hose correspondents
dinner on Saturday night.

"I ask respectfully, why do
you think this keeps happen-
ing to you?" a reporter asked
Trump after the chaotic inci-
dent. Trump had a ready an-
swer, and it was about the
79-year-old's own position in

JULY 2024: Trump was injured in a shooting at an election
campaign rally in Butler County, three months before he
was elected the US president for a second term.

SEPT 2024: Second assassination attempt heppened when
Trump was at his West Palm Springs resort in Florida with his
friend and now envoy Steve Witkoff when gunshots were heard.

SEPT 2025: Off-duty policeman infiltrates Trump’s security team.

FEB 2026: Gunman killed after crashing the security perimeter
of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida

the pantheon of US presi-
dents. "Well, you know, I've
studied assassinations. And I
must tell you the most im-
pactful people, the people that
do the most -- you take a look
at Abraham Lincoln... the
people that make the biggest
impact, they're the ones that
they go after."

"I hate to say I'm honored
by that, but I've done a lot,"
Trump added. "We've
changed this country, and
there are a lot of people that
are not happy about that. So |
think that's the answer."

Trump later addressed re-
porters at the White House,

’
saying he was initially
shocked and thought the
sound was a falling tray. He
praised the Secret Service and
police for acting quickly, call-
ing the response exceptional.
Trump said one officer had
been shot during the confron-
tation but survived because he
was wearing a bulletproof
vest. He added that the officer
was in strong condition and
high spirits after the incident.
'Not going to deter me

from winning Iran war'
Trump further said the shoot-
ing would not deter him from
the Iran war, although he be-
lieved the incident was un-
likely linked to the conflict.

‘Get down!’ Panic and
chaos at glitzy fete

m Shots fired near the
White House Correspon-
dents’ Association dinner
venue in Washington on
Saturday night.

m President Trump, First
Lady, Vice President JD
Vance, several admin-
istration officials and
members of Congress
were swiftly evacuated.

m The suspect has been
identified as Cole Tomas
Allen (31) from Torrance,
California.

The suspect charged

at a Secret Service
checkpoint in the hotel’s
lobby armed with mul-
tiple weapons. He then
exchanged gunfire with
law enforcement and
was tackled.

A Secret Service agent
struck in his bulletproof
was released from the
hospital on Sunday, a
source said.

I've studied assassinations: Trump

‘Relieved to learn
that Trump, First
Lady safe’

Relieved to learn that President
Trump, the First Lady and Vice
President are safe and unharmed
following the recent security
incident at a Washington DC
hotel. | extend my best wishes for
their continued safety and well-
being. Violence has no placeina
democracy and must be
unequivocally condemned.

—Narendra Modi, PM

KALABURAGI

'Maha Jungle Raj’
destroyed Bengal
culture: Modi

KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday launched a
multifaceted attack on the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) gov-
ernment, alleging that West
Bengal is no longer governed
from the state secretariat,
'Nabanna', but by a "syndi-
cate" of goons and criminals
sheltered by the ruling party.
Addressing back-to-back
rallies in Arambagh and Har-
ipal just a day before the cam-
paign for the final phase con-
cludes, the Prime Minister
asserted that the record-break-
ing 91.78% voter turnout in
the first phase on April 23 has
"ruined the sleep" of the
TMC, signaling a massive
public outpouring of anger
after 15 years of "oppression."
The PM alleged that Bengal
is under a state of lawlessness
by citing the chaos surround-
ing Argentine football super-
star Lionel Messi’s visit to
Kolkata's Salt Lake Stadium
during the first stop of the
GOAT India Tour 2025.
Labeling the event’s mis-
management as a symptom of

PM promises to “hunt
down” criminals after May
4; pledges Rs 36,000
annual aid for women and
new sports ecosystem

"Maha Jungle Raj," PM Modi
claimed that images of fans
vandalizing the stadium
reached global audiences after
the pitch was reportedly
crowded by VIPs and politi-
cians, blocking spectators
from seeing the icon.

He noted that the subse-
quent resignation of West
Bengal Sports Minister Aroop
Biswas was a clear admission
of a destroyed sports ecosys-
tem, contrasting the Kolkata
debacle with Messi’s success-
ful visits to Hyderabad, Mum-
bai, and Delhi, and his even-
tual departure from Jamnagar
after visiting the Vantara ani-
mal sanctuary.

To the players of Bengal,
the PM promised that a new
sports culture would be built
under the 'Khelo India' cam-
paign once the BJP takes
power.

Won’t speak now, will abide
by any decision: DKS

BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister D K Shivakumar on Sun-
day said that he and Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah will
abide by Congress high com-
mand decision on leadership
issue.

He said he has full faith in
the party leadership and that
appropriate decision will be
taken at appropriate time.

There have been speculations
about possible leadership
change and cabinet reshuffle
after May 4. On May 4 results
for assembly elections in four
states and one union territory
will be out, along with by-polls
to two assembly segments in
Karnataka.

Speaking to reporters after
returning from Delhi, Shiva-
kumar said he will not speak
on political issues before the
media. I have already said
that when the time comes you
will get to know. So I will not
tell you," Shivakumar said in
response to a question on dis-

cussions with the Congress 1 1

high command during his Don't erect flex

Delhi visit over the last cou- bannerson

ple of days. -
He asserted that there are my B-Day

no issues within the party, and
whatever has been already de-
cided will take place accord-
ingly.

Asked about the issue of
leadership change as the gov-
ernment is about to complete
three years in office, Shivaku-
mar said, "... I have never dis-
cussed this issue. The CM and
I have both said that we will
accept whatever and whenev-
er the high command decides,
and we will __
abide by it." £
He declined to 5%
comment
when asked
whether any K

Shivakumar warned his
party workers against
erecting flex banners for
his birthday on May 15.
"For May 15, | want to
tell everyone that no one
should put up flex banners
or advertisements for my
birthday. If flex is installed
| will ensure that cases are
registered by authorities
against those responsible,
whether they are party
workers or followers....
no one should put such
things on roads, this is my
personal request," he said,

-

Women'’s quota:
BJP to hold
special assembly
session in 4 states

NEW DELHI

At least four state Assemblies
— Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Delhi and Odisha — where the
BJP is in majority will hold
special sessions on women’
participation in politics this
week against the backdrop of
the saffron party’s campaign
against the Opposition over the
defeat of the Constitution
Amendment Bill on delimitation
linked to 33% women’s quota.

The TDP-ruled Andhra
Pradesh also is likely to hold a
special session in May. Madhya
Pradesh and Haryana Assem-
blies have scheduled the dis-
cussion on April 27 while Delhi
Assembly has called the ses-
sion the next day. Odisha As-
sembly has scheduled the dis-
cussions on April 30.

The Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2026 seek-
ing for delimitation of LS
seats and implementing 33%
women’s quota on its basis
could not muster a two-third
majority in Lok Sabha during
the recent special session.

Are people of Bengal terrorists? Kejriwal

New Delhi: AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday criticised the deployment of security forces
in West Bengal ahead of the Assembly elections,
calling it an “insult to the people of the state,” while

addressing a rally in Ballygunge in :
support of TMC candidate Sobhandeb g M
Chattopadhyay, according to the speech Gﬁl
he delivered. Kejriwal questioned the K '
scale of security arrangements in the
state, saying a large deployment of
personnel was unnecessary. “The mili-
tary has been called here from all over the country.
What is the need for this? Are the people of Bengal
terrorists? This is an insult to the people of Bengal.
3.5 lakh military personnel have been deployed in
Bengal. What are they afraid of?” he said.

“.
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AAP moves disqualification plea
against 7 MPs post defection

NEW DELHI

Senior Aam Aadmi Party
leader and MP Sanjay Singh
on Sunday formally submitted
a petition to Rajya Sabha
Chairman C P Radhakrishnan,
seeking the disqualification of
seven party MPs who recently
defected to the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party. Singh addressed a
press conference where he
claimed that the exit of these
members constitutes a clear
violation of the anti-defection
law.

The move comes after the
AAP suffered a major politi-
cal blow on Friday when MPs
Raghav Chadha, Ashok Mit-
tal, Sandeep Pathak, Harbha-
jan Singh, Rajendra Gupta,
Vikram Sahni, and Swati Ma-
liwal announced their resigna-
tion from the party and their
subsequent merger with the
BJP. The defecting members
alleged that the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led party had strayed
from its founding principles
and core values.

Raghav Chadha had de-
fended the merger by citing
constitutional provisions that

P )

The move comes
after the AAP
suffered a major
political blow after
party MPs Raghav
Chadha, Ashok
Mittal, Sandeep
Pathak, Harbhajan
Singh, Rajendra
Gupta, Vikram Sahni,
and Swati Maliwal
merged with BJP

N

allow two-thirds of a party's
legislative unit to merge with
another organization without
facing disqualification. Since
the AAP holds a total of 10
seats in the Rajya Sabha, the

group of seven exceeds the
required two-thirds threshold.
However, Singh countered
this by stating that the party
has consulted constitutional
experts, including senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal and a for-
mer Lok Sabha secretary gen-
eral, who believe the MPs
remain liable for disqualifica-
tion under the law.

At the presser, Singh
claimed that many Supreme
Court judgments, including in
cases related to Uttarakhand
and Arunachal Pradesh, had
clarified how such defections
could lead to disqualification.

He also referred to the 10th
Schedule of the Constitution,
saying that “it clearly does
not permit such political de-
fections”.

“While delays in such cases
could lead to disappointment,
the AAP would pursue the
matter in court if required.
These members were elected
by the party but later chose to
leave and join another outfit.
This is a betrayal of the peo-
ple of Punjab and also of the
Constitution of India,” Singh
said.

"good news" adding that he has asked

can be expect- commissioners of

ed by his the city corpora-

birthday % tions to file cases
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Yadgir woman
attackedin
family dispute

Yadgir
At Yadgir district, a
shocking family vio-
lence case was report-
ed from Devatkal vil-
lage in Surapura taluk,
where Vijayalakshmi
was allegedly attacked
by her father Hana-
mantha and brothers
Govindaraj and Ven-
katesh over a property
dispute, leaving her
with a fractured leg
and serious injuries at
home reportedly. She
is receiving treatment
at Yadgir Institute of
Medical Sciences hos-
pital following alleged
assault incident. The
dispute is linked to an-
cestral property in Pi-
rapur village, causing
long-standing family
tensions and separa-
tion. Vijayalakshmi had
also faced harassment
from her brothers over
her profession. She
has appealed for pro-
tection from authori-
ties for safety. A case
was registered at
Surapura Police Sta-
tion; investigation un-
derway and probe
continues.

Outstandlng SSLC
success rate of 94%
in Indi taluk

Vijayapur
Indi taluk in Vijayapur
district has recorded an
impressive 94% pass
percentage in the SSLC
examinations, accord-
ing to education offi-
cials. A total of 4,479
students appeared for
the exam, out of which
4,227 passed. Boys re-
corded a pass rate of
91.74%, while girls per-
formed better with
94.17%. Among top
achievers in the Urdu
medium category,
Madal Urdu High
School students per-
formed exceptionally
well. Umme Ruman
Bhagwan secured first
place in the taluk with
97.60%, followed by
Ruksana Bhagwan and
Mahek Nadaf. Educa-
tion officials and
school staff appreciat-
ed the students’ per-
formance, highlighting
the collective effort of
teachers and students
in achieving strong ac-
ademic results.

Raichur hostel
students protest poor
food conditions

Raichur
Students of a profes-
sional boys’ hostel on
Bolamanadoddi Road

in Raichur staged a
late-night protest over
poor food quality, sani-
tation issues, and lack
of basic facilities. The

students raised slo-
gans against the hos-
tel warden and offi-
cials of the Backward
Classes and Minorities
Department, alleging
prolonged neglect of
their complaints. Stu-
dent Veeresh Diddigi
said the hostel has
been serving inade-
quate and low-quality
food for the past two
months, with the pre-
scribed menu not be-
ing followed. Students
also accused the war-
den of mental harass-
ment toward those
who raised concerns.

Several hostel resi-

dents joined the pro-
test and urged authori-
ties to immediately in-

tervene and improve

living conditions and
services at the facility.
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Ambedkarideology a beacon for
oppressed progress: Suresh Mengan

At Chittapur event, Suresh Mengan highlights Ambedkar ideology as guiding
light for oppressed communities’ progress and empowerment.

CHITTAPUR

Addressing a programme on
building a “developed In-
dia,” Suresh Mengan said
that the ideology of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar serves as a guid-
ing light for the upliftment
and progress of oppressed
communities.

The event was held at
Chittapur, where speakers
highlighted the relevance of
Ambedkar’s thoughts in
achieving social equality,
justice, and inclusive devel-
opment in modern society.

Suresh Mengan empha-
sized that Ambedkar’s vision
continues to inspire efforts
toward eliminating social
discrimination and ensuring

omuR!

equal opportunities for all
sections of society. He noted
that true national progress is
possible only when the weak-
er and marginalized commu-
nities are empowered.
Speakers at the event also
discussed how Ambedkar’s
philosophy promotes educa-

tion, awareness, and consti-
tutional values as tools for
social transformation. They
stressed the importance of
following constitutional
principles to build a more
equitable society.
Participants pointed out
that Ambedkar’s ideology

remains highly relevant in
addressing present-day so-
cial and economic inequali-
ties. His emphasis on digni-
ty, rights, and empowerment
of the oppressed was de-
scribed as a foundation for
sustainable development.

The programme witnessed
participation from local lead-
ers, social workers, and com-
munity members who
expressed support for
spreading Ambedkar’s teach-
ings among the younger
generation.

The event concluded with
a call to uphold constitution-
al values and work collec-
tively toward social harmony
and inclusive growth in-
spired by Ambedkar’s vision.

Excise raid seizes
1,000 litres of illicit
liquor in Raichur

RAICHUR

In a major crackdown, the Ex-
cise and Police departments
conducted a joint raid on Chan-
drabanda Road in Raichur and
seized over 1,000 litres of illic-
it liquor (locally known as
shendi), along with CH powder
and alpha jowar chemicals used
in its production. The raid was
carried out at the residence of
accused Narasimhulu, also
known as “Bruce Lee.” Offi-
cials stated that he has more
than 40 criminal cases regis-
tered against him and had ear-
lier been booked under the
Goonda Act. Despite previous
imprisonment, he is alleged to
have resumed illegal liquor
manufacturing and distribution
activities. During the operation,
Narasimhulu and his associates
Mabhesh and Ramesh managed
to escape from the spot. Police
have launched a search opera-
tion to trace and apprehend
them. The case has been regis-
tered under the jurisdiction of
Market Yard Police Station
Raichur. Authorities noted that
rising summer temperatures in
the district often contribute to
an increase in illegal liquor
production and distribution ac-
tivities. Such operations pose
serious health risks to the pub-
lic due to the use of hazardous
ingredients in preparation. In-
vestigations have further re-
vealed that illicit brewing is
being carried out in multiple
localities. Officials are continu-
ing surveillance to identify and
dismantle such networks oper-
ating in the region.

Extreme heat in Vijayapura hampers census work, leaving
enumerators struggling without basic facilities and demanding
urgent administrative support.

Vijayapura heatwave hits
enumerators hard during census work

VIJAYAPURA

Temperatures rising close to
40°C, census enumerators in
Vijayapura are facing severe
hardship while carrying out
fieldwork under extreme sum-
mer conditions.

Teachers and municipal
staff assigned to enumeration
duties report that the intense
heat begins as early as 7 am,
making outdoor work ex-
hausting well before midday.
Many workers say that con-
tinuing field operations in
such conditions has become
extremely difficult and phys-
ically draining.

According to field staff,
neighbouring districts such as
Yadgir have provided basic
protective kits including caps,
umbrellas, and water bottles
to help workers cope with the
heat. However, enumerators
in Vijayapura allege that no
such facilities have been pro-
vided, leaving them to work
with minimal support such as
identity cards and stationery.

The district has reportedly
created 4,035 enumeration
blocks, including rural, urban,
and municipal corporation ar-
eas. Around 4,405 enumera-
tors and 767 supervisors are
currently engaged in the cen-
sus-related exercise.

“The sun is scorching even at 7 in the morning. By afternoon, it becomes
unbearable to move around. In other districts, staff have been given
umbrellas and caps, but we have received nothing. People are already
frustrated due to the heat and often vent their anger on us. Without
even basic facilities like drinking water or protective kits, working in
this extreme heat feels life-threatening.”

—S.R. Darga, Enumerator (Teacher), Vijayapura

Workers have expressed
dissatisfaction with the lack
of preparedness from the ad-
ministration and have urged
immediate intervention. They
have called for essential ame-
nities such as drinking water,
heat protection kits, and rest
arrangements to ensure safer
working conditions.

The extreme weather has
also affected public coopera-
tion. Residents, already im-
pacted by the scorching heat,
are reportedly unwilling or

reluctant to respond to survey
questions, creating additional
challenges for enumerators on
the field.

Staff members have ap-
pealed to authorities to priori-
tize health and safety measures
and ensure smoother execution
of the ongoing census work.
They stressed that working un-
der such harsh conditions
without adequate support pos-
es serious health risks and
hampers the effectiveness of
the survey process.
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Grand celebrations
held for Jyotiba
Temple Sllver Jubllee

VIJAYAPURA

The Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions of the Jyotiba Temple
Vijayapura were held with
great devotion and grandeur,
attracting thousands of devo-
tees to the city on April 25
and 26.

The celebrations marked 25
years of the renovated temple
and were organised by the
temple committee with elabo-
rate religious and cultural pro-
grammes. A grand palanquin
procession carrying the idol
of Jyotiba was taken out
through Vijayapura city up to
Madabhavi village and back,
passing through key areas
such as Korishetti Thota and
Ibrahim Roza.

The procession was ac-
companied by traditional mu-
sic, devotional chants, and a
vibrant atmosphere of faith.
Devotees from all communi-
ties participated in large
numbers, with strong in-
volvement from the Maratha
community in organising the
events, reflecting unity and
cooperation.

The deity Jyotiba is be-
lieved to be an incarnation of
the divine trinity—Brahma,
Vishnu, and Maheshwara. The
original shrine is located at
Wadi Ratnagiri in Kolhapur
district of Maharashtra on
Jyotiba hill, a well-known pil-
grimage centre with deep
mythological significance.

A special Deepotsav
(lamp-lighting ceremony) was

Jyotiba Temple Silver
Jubilee in Vijayapura
celebrated with grand
procession, lamp
lighting, and community
feast, showcasing
devotion, unity, and
cultural harmony among
devotees.

held in the evening around 6
pm, where thousands of dev-
otees lit lamps together, creat-
ing a spiritually uplifting en-
vironment. This was followed
by the distribution of An-
naprasad (community meal)
to all participants.

The temple trust also an-
nounced future plans, includ-
ing the construction of a dec-
orative gopuram and installa-
tion of a kalasha. In addition,
various educational, religious,
and social activities are
planned as part of long-term
development initiatives.

The Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions concluded as a success-
ful expression of devotion,
tradition, and communal har-
mony, leaving devotees spiri-
tually enriched and united in
celebration.

Severe heatwave grips
Raichur district at 43°c

RAICHUR

A severe heatwave has gripped Raichur, with temperatures soar-
ing up to 43°C, causing major disruption to normal life across

the region.

The district has been witnessing consistently high tempera-
tures over the past several days, remaining above 40°C without
any significant relief. Several areas recorded extreme readings,
including Manvi at 42.5°C, Sirwar at 42.4°C, Lingasugur at
41.9°C, Maski at 41.7°C, and Sindhanur at 41.8°C.

Daily life has been severely affected due to the intense heat.
Streets and marketplaces remain largely empty during afternoon
hours as residents avoid stepping out. Early mornings are the
only time when limited outdoor activity is seen, while after-
noons turn almost motionless. Daily wage workers and small
traders are among the worst affected groups.

The rising temperature has also led to increased electricity
demand as people rely heavily on fans, coolers, and air condi-
tioners. However, several areas, especially rural parts, are ex-
periencing irregular power supply. Urban regions have also
reported frequent outages, leading to public frustration over
delayed restoration and response.

Health concerns are increasing as cases of dehydration and
heat-related illnesses such as heatstroke are being reported.
Medical professionals have advised residents to stay hydrated,
consume cooling fluids, and avoid outdoor exposure during

peak afternoon hours.

514th Saal Jhira Samagam
celebrated with devotion in Bidar

BIDAR

The 514th “Saal Jhira Pragat
Samagam” was celebrated
with deep religious fervour
and devotion, 2026, at Gurd-
wara Sri Nanak Jhira Sahib in
Bidar. The grand spiritual
event drew thousands of dev-
otees from Bidar and sur-
rounding regions.

The Samagam was organ-
ised by the Gurdwara Pra-
bandhak Committee. The re-
ligious proceedings began on
April 24 with the commence-
ment of the sacred Sri Akhand
Path Sahib Ji, which contin-
ued uninterrupted and con-
cluded, the main day of the

celebrations.

On the final day, the atmo-
sphere at the Gurdwara was
filled with devotion as Hazuri
Ragi Jathas performed soulful
Kirtan, creating a deeply spir-
itual and uplifting environ-
ment. This was followed by
Ardas, Hukamnama, and the
concluding Diwan, which
marked the completion of the
religious ceremonies.

A major highlight of the
event was the Guru Ka Lan-
gar, which was served to all
devotees. The community
meal symbolised equality, hu-
mility, and selfless service,
core teachings associated with
Guru Nanak Dev Ji. Devotees

participated wholeheartedly
and expressed deep reverence
throughout the event.

Large gatherings were wit-
nessed during all three days
of the Samagam, with devo-
tees engaging in prayers, kir-
tan listening, and community
service. The event reflected a
strong sense of unity, devo-
tion, and spiritual discipline
among participants.

Organisers ensured smooth
arrangements for accommo-
dation, langar, and darshan
facilities for visiting devotees.
The peaceful conduct of the
event highlighted the coordi-
nated efforts of volunteers
and management.

RAICHUR

Members of the Arya Vaishya
community staged a sudden
road blockade protest in Raic-
hur, condemning the removal
of flex banners installed near
Sri Nagareshwara Temple
during Sri Vasavi Jayanti cel-
ebrations.

The Sri Nagareshwara Tem-
ple Committee and the Arya
Vaishya community had or-
ganised various religious and
cultural programmes to mark

the occasion, including special
pooja rituals and decorations

dedicated to Sri Vasavi Matha.
However, flex banners

Arya Valshya community protests banner removal in Raichur

SC communities celebrate internal
reservation implementation

HUMNABAD

Members of the Scheduled
Caste (SC) Left and Right
communities celebrated the
implementation of internal
reservation with great enthu-
siasm and relief in Hum-
nabad, marking what they
described as a historic step
toward social justice.
Following the govern-
ment’s decision to operation-
alise internal reservation
among SC sub-groups, com-
munity members gathered in
large numbers to express
their happiness. The celebra-
tion included distribution of

sweets, slogans of unity, and
expressions of gratitude to-
ward leaders and organisa-
tions that supported the
long-standing demand.
Community representatives
stated that the move would
help ensure a
more equitable ¥
distribution of res-
ervation benefits
among different sub-groups
within the SC category. They
said this would address
long-pending concerns re-
garding fair representation in
education, employment, and
government opportunities.
Leaders present at the event

.,

emphasized that internal res-
ervation would strengthen
social justice by reducing in-
equalities within the SC com-
munity itself. They noted that
the decision reflects respon-
siveness to demands raised

over the years
‘ through sus-
& & tained advocacy

and dialogue.

Speakers also highlighted
that the implementation
would particularly benefit
economically and socially
weaker sections, enabling bet-
ter access to opportunities and
improving overall develop-
ment outcomes.

placed around the temple to
inform the public about the
celebrations were allegedly
removed without prior notice
by municipal corporation
staff. This action triggered
strong resentment among
community members, leading
them to gather and block the
road in protest.

Following the incident, local
MLA Dr. Shivraj Patil and for-
mer mayor Sajid Sameer visit-
ed the protest site, expressed
support to the agitators, and

criticised the municipal au-
thorities for their actions.

Later, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Shantaveer and
municipal officer Mallikarjun
arrived at the location and
held discussions with the pro-
testers. After assurances were
given by the officials, the pro-
test was peacefully with-
drawn.

A large number of commu-
nity leaders and members,
including women, participat-
ed in the demonstration.

Prominent participants includ-
ed Savitri Purushottam, Kada-
gol Anjaneya, Shashiraj, Sec-
retary Padmaraj, B. Govind,
Jatram Srinivas, Gandhal
Lakshmipati, K. G. Veeresh,
Chyagi Venkatesh, and M. R.
Dattatreya, among others.

The incident highlighted
tensions over civic permis-
sions and cultural celebra-
tions, though the situation
was later brought under con-
trol through administrative
intervention.
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Kaup MLA launches
ninth FMD vaccination
campaign

Kaup
Kaup MLA Gurme Suresh
Shetty formally launched
the ninth phase of the
Foot-and-Mouth Disease
(FMD) vaccination cam-
paign at the Bhagirthi
Gograha cow shelter. The
event was organised un-
der the National Live-
stock Disease Control
Programme at the shelter
located in his Swagruha
premises. The MLA ad-
ministered the vaccines
as part of the nationwide
initiative aimed at pro-
tecting livestock. Tipper
accident claims driver life
in quarry.

Fire damages
mill shopin Sedam
village

SEDAM
A fire broke out in a mill
shop at Neelahalli village
in Sedam taluk after a
suspected short circuit,
causing heavy loss to the
owner. The shop belongs
to Udayakumar Dod-
damani. According to re-
ports, materials including
electrical boards, corn
sacks, containers, wood-
en tables, and clothes
worth around 060,000
were destroyed in the fire.
Soon after the incident,
family members and vil-
lagers rushed to the spot
and tried to control the
flames. Their quick re-
sponse helped prevent
the fire from spreading to
nearby shops and hous-
es. Officials and local
representatives visited
the site and inspected
the damage. Villagers
have urged the authori-
ties to provide compen-
sation to the affected
family.

Committee intensifies
decades-long struggle
for Anavatti taluk

SORABA
The twenty-year movement
to establish Anavattiasan
independent taluk has
reached a critical turning
point. During a preliminary
meeting held on Saturday,
local leaders and activists
declared that the town pos-
sesses all necessary qualifi-
cations for administrative el-
evation. With the state gov-
ernment currently proposing
several new taluks, propo-
nents argue that Anavatti's
infrastructure, including vast
land for government offices,
state highway connectivity,
and established educational
institutions, makes it an ide-
al candidate forimmediate
conversion.Karthik Sahukar,
who presided over the
meeting, announced that a
massive public gathering will
be convened soon to esca-
late their demands. Former
Zilla Panchayat member
Girish P.S. Kubaturu echoed
this sentiment, urging resi-
dents to support the cause
regardless of political party
affiliations. He noted that
Anavatti's potential has al-
ready garnered significant
attention at the state lev-
el, making the dream of a
new taluk achievable if
political will is exerted.
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'Minister Santosh S. Lad announces
wage revision review plan

Minister said new laws for workers 360,000 crore welfare schemes, and job fairs will boost Karnataka employment

SANDUR

The Karnataka government is
actively considering a revised
minimum wage structure for
workers, said Labour Minister
Santosh S. Lad during a pub-
lic programme held in Sandur
taluk of Ballari district.
Speaking at the “Sandur
Sankalp Samarpana Samave-
sha-2” event at a government
school in Talur village, the
minister said the proposed
wage revision is being
planned in line with Supreme
Court guidelines. He added
that the aim is to ensure work-
ers can meet basic needs such

as food, clothing, and hous-
ing.He said the government is
focused on improving the
lives of unorganised sector
workers and bringing them
into the mainstream through

welfare schemes. He also
highlighted that Karnataka
has introduced a law to pro-
tect gig workers, offering so-
cial security benefits to driv-
ers and cleaners through

smart cards.According to him,
new laws are also being pre-
pared for film industry work-
ers and domestic workers to
ensure better protection and
benefits.The minister noted
that the state’s five guarantee
schemes cost nearly 260,000
crore annually but are helping
improve living standards
across Karnataka.

He also mentioned that job
fairs will be conducted to cre-
ate employment opportunities
for local youth whenever re-
quired.

Local MLA E. Annapurna
said special focus has been
given to education in the re-

gion, with many schools up-
graded into model institu-
tions. She added that new
courses like mining diploma
and nursing will soon be in-
troduced.

MP E. Tukaram said major
funds have been allocated for
water, road, and irrigation
projects, and healthcare out-
reach programmes are ex-
panding in rural areas.

The event also included dis-
tribution of smart cards to
workers and inauguration of
several development works,
with officials and public rep-
resentatives attending in large
numbers.

59-Year-0ld Fugitive Arrested
After Two Years on the Run

MANGALURU

Mangaluru police have suc-
cessfully traced and arrested
Muneer Ahmed alias Ahmed,
aged 59, son of late Aziz. The
accused had been evading ar-
rest and court proceedings for
approximately two years in
connection with Mangaluru
North Police Station Crime
No. 291/1998 registered un-
der IPC sections 143, 147,
436 and 149.

The case is currently pend-
ing before the Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Court as SC
No. 68/2024. A warrant had
been issued against him due
to his repeated non-appear-
ance. On April 25, 2026, a
team led by Police Inspector

Sachin Kumar of Mangalore
North station, under the guid-
ance of Assistant Police Com-
missioner Ravish Nayak of
the Central Sub-Division,
traced the accused to his rent-
ed accommodation at Room

Police have nabbed a
long-absconding
accused wanted in a
1998 case after he failed
to appear in court for
nearly two years

No. 404, 4th floor, Sai Arts
Apartment in Kulashkara,
Mangaluru.The police team,
which included PSI Faizunni-
sa, HC 929 Madan Mabhesh,
SI 2251 Geetha, HC 517
Shankarappa, HC 901, PC
2353, PC 311 and PC 2666,
took him into custody from
the location. He was later pro-
duced before the court, which
ordered his judicial remand.
The accused was previously
residing at Ansari Cross
Road, Bunder, Mangaluru.

MARATHA COMMUNITY PLANS
AMBEDKAR JAYANTI EVENT

BIDAR

The Maratha community in
Bidar has announced a special
programme to celebrate the
birth anniversary of Dr B R
Ambedkar on April 29 at
Ambedkar Circle in the city.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at Patrika Bhawan, or-
ganiser Dada Maharaj
Nagarkar said the event will
begin at 5 pm and aims to
promote unity among differ-
ent communities. He said the
celebration is being organised
to reduce differences and en-
courage brotherhood in soci-
ety.

Nagarkar said that the ideas
of great leaders like Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj and Dr
Ambedkar should inspire peo-
ple to live with equality and
respect. He added that the
main goal of the programme
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is to spread the message of
harmony and coexistence.
He also said that this initia-
tive will not be limited to a
single year and will continue
in the coming years as a reg-
ular social event.According to
organisers, saints from vari-
ous communities will attend
the programme. Labour Min-
ister Santosh Lad is also ex-
pected to participate in the
event.Community leaders said
Dr Ambedkar belongs to ev-
eryone, as his Constitution

guarantees equal rights to all
citizens. They stressed that his
teachings should be followed
to build a fair and equal soci-
ety.They also pointed out that
caste-based discrimination
still exists in rural areas and
said there is a need to take
Ambedkar’s message to the
grassroots level.

Several community leaders,
including Nagaraj Mundaragi
and others, were present
during the announcement and
supported the initiative.

Tragic crash claims two bank employees lives

DODDABALLAPUR

Two private bank employees
lost their lives after their mo-
torcycle collided with a tractor
near Court Road on Saturday
night around 11 pm. The vic-
tims have been identified as
Nagesh N, 26, from Namgond-
lu village in Gauribidanur ta-
luk, and Manoj, 24, from Hara-
lukuppe village in Mandya

district. Both worked in a pri-
vate bank and shared a rented
room in the city. They were
returning after dinner when a
loaded tractor taking a U-turn
suddenly hit their bike.

One died on the spot while
the other succumbed to injuries
in hospital despite treatment.
Police have registered a case at
Doddaballapur Nagar Police
Station and are investigating

POLICY REFORM DISCUSSION

the incident. Family members
and locals blamed poor street
lighting and lack of safety
measures at the accident spot.
Authorities said they will re-
view road safety conditions in
the area to prevent such tragic
accidents in future. Locals also
demanded better lighting and
strict enforcement of traffic
rules on the busy stretch imme-
diately implemented

Basavanna teachings
inspire call for social
unity: Eshwar Khandre

SEDAM

The teachings of 12th-century
social reformer Basavanna
were highlighted as a guiding
force for humanity during the
Basava Jayanti celebrations
held at Matruchaya College
campus in Sedam. The event
also featured a large-scale
Ishtalinga worship pro-
gramme attended by religious
leaders, politicians and devo-
tees.

Forest Minister and All In-
dia Veerashaiva Lingayat Ma-
hasabha national president
Eshwar Khandre said Basa-
vanna’s philosophy remains
an example for the entire
world. He stated that peace
and harmony can be achieved
only when his principles are
followed in daily life. He also
stressed the importance of
Vachana literature in shaping
discipline and moral values
among youth.

Medical Education and
Skill Development Minister
Dr. Sharanaprakash Patil said
Basavanna introduced the
concept of early democratic
values and that his teachings

continue to guide society even
today.

Former MP Basavaraj Patil
Sedam said that society must
be strengthened through dis-
cipline, unity and cultural
awareness. He added that val-
ues like Kayaka and Dasoha
promote social upliftment and
should be passed on to future
generations.

Religious leaders including
various Shivacharyas from
different mathas participated
in the Ishtalinga puja and
blessings ceremony. They em-
phasized that Basavanna’s
message of equality allows
worship without discrimina-
tion of caste or gender.

The event also saw partici-
pation from several commu-
nity leaders, trustees, and
women’s organization repre-
sentatives who highlighted
the importance of preserving
cultural traditions.

Organizers said the celebra-
tion aimed to spread aware-
ness of Basavanna’s ideals,
especially among the younger
generation, and to encourage
a society based on equality,
service, and moral strength.

O ibcworldnews.com

MLC denies
delay in ST
certificates issue

KALABURAGI

Amid allegations of delay in
issuing Scheduled Tribes cer-
tificates to the Talawar com-
munity, Congress MLC Thip-
pannappa Kamaknoor has
clarified that there is no dis-
ruption in the process and that
certificates continue to be is-
sued in Kalaburagi district.

His statement came a day
after JD(S) State secretary
Shivakumar Natikar alleged
that ST certificates were not
being issued to members of
the Talawar community in
Kalaburagi and Yadgir dis-
tricts, raising concerns among
community members.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Kalaburagi, Kamak-
noor rejected the claims as
false and misleading. He said
that eligible applicants are
continuing to receive certifi-
cates and there has been no
official stoppage in the sys-
tem.

He urged community lead-
ers not to spread unverified
information, stating that such
claims could damage both
public trust and the image of
the government.

According to him, nearly
15,000 certificates have been
issued in the district between
2024 and 2026, showing that
the process is functioning nor-
mally.

He also dismissed allega-
tions that the issue is linked to
political interference by Min-
ister Priyank Kharge. Instead,
he said the minister has taken
steps to hold meetings with
the Chief Minister and com-
munity representatives to ad-
dress concerns.

Kamaknoor admitted that
there have been minor delays
in recent days but said he has
personally intervened by co-
ordinating with the Deputy
Commissioner to resolve in-
dividual cases.

He further said he has
brought the matter to the at-
tention of Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, who assured that
issues will be addressed once
officials complete election-re-
lated duties.

The clarification comes
amid growing political debate
over welfare certificate distri-
bution in the region.

Literary event highlights
value of books and 1deas

VIJAYAPURA

The book fair organised by the
May Literary Club in Vijayapura
has successfully concluded with
a total business turnover of near-
ly five lakh rupees. Organisers
said the event proved that peo-
ple’s interest in books is still
strong despite the growing influ-
ence of social media.Speaking at
a press conference, May Literary
Club member Anil Hosamani
said the fair was organised as an
effort to encourage young people
to reconnect with literature and
the ideas of Buddha, Basava,

i and Babasaheb Ambedkar. He

said the aim was to promote val-
ues of equality and social aware-
ness through books.He added
that more than 35 publishing
houses participated in the event
after responding to the invitation

from the organisers. Many pub-
lishers initially believed that
book sales in Vijayapura would
be low, but their opinion
changed after witnessing the
public response at the fair.

Kalaburagi panel plans symposmm on regional growth

KALABURAGI

The Kalyan Karnataka Horata
Samiti has announced plans to
hold a major symposium
aimed at discussing the overall
development of the Kalyan
Karnataka region. The deci-
sion was taken during a core
committee meeting held at
Sharanabasaveshwara Dasoha
Maha Mane Hall in Kalabura-
gi.The meeting reviewed the
Govinda Rao Committee re-
port, which highlights devel-
opmental gaps and regional
imbalance in several sectors

=

including human development.
Members analyzed both the
strengths and concerns raised
in the report.Under the leader-
ship of honorary president

Basavaraj Deshmukh and
founder president Dr. Laksh-
man Dasti, the committee de-
cided to organize a detailed
symposium in collaboration

with educational institutions
and other organizations. The
aim is to prepare a time-bound
action plan for regional prog-
ress.Dr. Dasti expressed con-
cern that provisions under Ar-
ticle 371(J), which are meant
to support the region, are not
being properly implemented.
He said this has created diffi-
culties in recruitment and pro-
motions for candidates in the
region.The issue has also been
brought to the attention of dis-
trict in-charge minister Pri-
yank Kharge. Leaders stressed
that elected representatives,

including ministers, MPs, and
MLAs, must take the matter
seriously and work towards
effective implementation of
development policies.Experts
including Prof. R.K. Hudagi,
Dr. Sangeeta Katti, Prof.
Sanaullah, and M.B. Ningappa
suggested that a structured and
time-bound development plan
is necessary for meaningful
progress.

During the meeting, achiev-
ers such as Dr. Sangeeta Katti-
mani and Prof. R.K. Hudagi
were also honored for their
contributions.

Bidar peace walk promotes
harmony amid global tensions

BIDAR

In response to rising global
tensions, including the ongo-
ing Iran-US conflict in the
Middle East, a peace walk was
organized in Bidar to spread a
message of harmony and
non-violence.The event was
jointly conducted by multiple
Rotary clubs of the district.
The walk began at Barid Shahi
Park and passed through key
city points such as the new bus
stand and Madiwala Machide-
va Circle before concluding at

¢ Rotary Kannadamb Circle.

Rotary Kalyan Zone District
Governor M.K. Ravindra said
that maintaining world peace
is a shared responsibility and
warned that war only brings
danger to humanity. Keshav
Reddy, another speaker at the
event, said wars lead only to
destruction and that peace can
prevail only when human val-
ues are strengthened. Senior
journalist

Shivasharanappa Vali said
wars deeply affect societies,
especially smaller nations,
which suffer the most during
global conflicts.
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Parameshwara warns insurers over farmer compensation

Kunigal saw low farmer insurance enrolment; MLA Ranganath urged awareness, simpler procedures, and state action to restore trust.

Udupi police trace
missing woman near
Nepal border

Udupi
Udupi Police’s dedicated
Women Missing Task
Force has successfully
traced a woman who was
reported missing in a case
registered at Manipal Po-
lice Station (Crime No.
82/2024). The operation
was carried out by a team
comprising PSI Harish of
the Women’s Police Sta-
tion, PSI Shivakumar of
Udupi City Police Station,
and PSI Kartik of Hiriyad-
ka Police Station. The
woman was located in a
village situated along the
Uttar Pradesh-Nepal bor-
der. Senior police officials
have been informed of
the development.

HDMC leader inspects
raindamagein
Dharwad

DHARWAD
Heavy rains and strong
winds over the past two
days caused several trees
to fall across parts of
Dharwad, damaging
houses and electric poles
in some areas.
Hubballi-Dharwad Munic-
ipal Corporation (HDMC)
leader Iresha Anchatageri
visited the affected loca-
tions and inspected the
damage.

He reviewed areas includ-
ing Kamalapur, Koti Lane,
and Harijan Keri, where
fallen trees had blocked
roads and affected nor-
mal movement.
Officials and local repre-
sentatives discussed im-
mediate steps to clear the
debris and restore basic
services.

Teams have beenin-
structed to remove fallen
trees quickly to avoid fur-
ther inconvenience to res-
idents. Several local lead-
ers and citizens were
present during the in-
spection and assisted in
assessing the situation.

TUMAKURU

District in-charge Minister G.
Parameshwara has warned in-
surance companies against
unfair practices, stating that
farmers may be advised to
avoid insurance if proper
compensation is not provided.

Speaking at the quarterly
KDP meeting held at the Zilla
Panchayat, he said it is unjust
for companies to impose strict
conditions and offer low pay-
outs to farmers. He directed
officials to hold discussions

with insurance firms, seek re-
laxation in rules and submit a
report to the government for
further action.]The issue
gained attention after data re-
vealed that only 1,453 farm-
ers in Kunigal taluk had opted
for insurance, the lowest in
the district. MLA H. D. Ran-
ganath said farmers are losing
trust in the system and called
for better awareness and sim-
plified procedures. Several
MLAs demanded state inter-
vention, pointing out that
large premiums are collected

while compensation remains
low.The minister also in-
structed the Horticulture De-
partment to assess mango
crop losses and submit a de-
tailed report. Concerns were
raised over the death of 4,584
cattle in the district, and offi-
cials were told to ensure time-
ly compensation to affected
farmers. Reports of peacock
deaths suspected to be linked
to bird flu are under investi-
gation, with lab results ex-
pected soon.Drinking water
scarcity was another major

concern discussed in the
meeting. Officials reported
that 139 villages are facing
water shortages, with 34 vil-
lages currently receiving wa-
ter through tractors and pri-

vate borewells. Out of 122
approved borewells, 65 have
been drilled, while several
have failed due to groundwa-
ter depletion. The minister
warned that the situation

could worsen and stressed the
need for alternative solutions.
The meeting also reviewed
progress in health and other
departments. Senior officials
and leaders were present
during the discussion.Later,
the minister flagged off the
Krishi Abhiyan Information
Rath aimed at spreading aware-
ness about scientific farming
methods. The campaign will
guide farmers on crop manage-
ment, fertilizers, organic prac-
tices and modern techniques
ahead of the kharif season.

Grand preparations underway
for BSY mega celebration

CHITRADURGA

A massive celebration is be-
ing planned in Chitradurga to

mark the Abhimanotsava of

former Chief Minister B. S.
Yediyurappa with leaders
calling it a historic event ex-
pected to draw huge crowds
from across the state.

Former Deputy Chief Min-
ister and MP Govinda Kara-
jola said the programme on
May 9 will be organised on
an unprecedented scale.

He added that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will inaugurate the event and
more than ten lakh people
are expected to attend from
different regions of Karnata-
ka.Speaking after the
Bhoomi Puja at the event
venue, Karajola said prepara-
tions are in full swing with
party workers actively partic-
ipating out of admiration for
Yediyurappa.

He noted that MPs, MLAsS,
former ministers, party lead-
ers, farmers and women will
take part in the grand cele-
bration. He urged the public
to cooperate in making the
programme successful.

Meanwhile, BJP state pres-
ident B. Y. Vijayendra de-
scribed Yediyurappa as a
strong leader who has spent
over 50 years working for
farmers, the poor and mar-

ginalized communities.

He said the Abhimanotsa-
va is being organised to cel-
ebrate this long political
journey and contribution to
society.

Vijayendra said Bhoomi
Puja for the event was con-
ducted under the guidance of
religious leaders at an auspi-
cious time.

He added that lakhs of
people are expected to gather
from every corner of the
state, making it one of the
largest political celebrations
in recent times.

He also mentioned that the
programme will be held in
the presence of prominent
religious figures and senior
leaders, adding significance
to the occasion.

Leaders believe the event
will reflect the strong public
support and respect Yedi-
yurappa continues to enjoy
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BJP leader Vijayendra
praised Yediyurappa’s
50-year service, saying
Abhimanotsava will
celebrate his legacy with
Bhoomi Puja and large
statewide participation

across Karnataka.

Organisers said extensive
arrangements are being made
to manage the large crowd
and ensure smooth conduct
of the event. Volunteers and
party workers have already
begun groundwork at the
venue.

The leaders concluded by
inviting people from all sec-
tions of society to attend the
celebration and be part of
what they described as a
landmark event in the state’s
political history marking
Yediyurappa’s enduring leg-
acy.

Ambedkar ideals
key to equality
says Swamiji

MAGADI

Dr Siddharaju Swamiji of
Palanahalli Math has said that
the power of the Constitution
created by Dr B R Ambedkar
must be protected and fol-
lowed in daily life. He was
speaking after inaugurating
the joint birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of Dr Ambedkar and
Dr Babu Jagjivan Ram in
Kempayyanapalya village of
Magadi taluk on Sunday, or-
ganised by the Karnataka Jai
Bhim Movement and local
villagers.

The Swamiji said that the
Constitution, described as a
treasure of knowledge by
Ambedkar, should be proper-
ly implemented so that all
communities, especially the
underprivileged, receive equal
rights in education, employ-
ment, and other opportunities.
He also stressed the need to
protect land, water, and the
environment, and urged the
youth to stay away from
harmful activities.He noted
that untouchability still exists
in society and called for col-
lective efforts to remove it
and build an equal society. He
said that everyone must re-
spect and follow the Constitu-
tion to achieve true social
justice.Karnataka Jai Bhim
Movement founder and state
president S Shivashankar also
addressed the gathering.

Heatwave and

global tensions hit
mango farmers

SRINIVASPUR

A severe heatwave and ris-
ing global tensions have cre-
ated uncertainty over this
year’s mango harvest in Srini-
vaspur, one of Karnataka’s
major mango-growing re-
gions. Farmers and traders
fear heavy losses as produc-
tion may drop to nearly 30
percent.

Spread across about 65,000
acres, mango farming sup-
ports thousands of livelihoods
in the region. However, high
temperatures and dry weather
have damaged flowering and
caused early fruit drop, affect-
ing the crop badly.

Farmer B.A. Syed Farooq
said the season began with
hope, but heat conditions led
to major losses. Rising costs
of labour, irrigation and pesti-
cides have added to farmers’
stress. He urged the govern-
ment to provide immediate

support.

The harvest season, which
usually starts in May and lasts
several months, is now ex-
pected to shrink to barely two
months. Lower arrivals may
reduce market activity, affect-
ing transport, packaging and
jobs.

Traders also worry about
competition from neighboring
states like Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu, which could
influence prices.

The pulp industry is also
under pressure due to reduced
fruit supply. Supplier K. Ayaz
Ahmed warned that global is-
sues may worsen the situa-
tion. Tensions involving West
Asia could increase shipping
costs and affect exports.

Mandi owner T. Moham-
med Irshad said the crisis im-
pacts the entire local econo-
my, including workers and
businesses.

I, ARUN S/o RAMESH T C,
R/o Flat No 212, Blue
Lotus Park Apartment,
Varanasi Main Road, K R
Puram, Bangalore Urban,
Bangalore, Karnataka-
560036, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
ARUN RAMESH.

I, LAMBOLE KANIKA
VIJAY D/o VIJAY, R/o No
N78, Anuprakash, 6th
Main Road, Sanchar
Nagar, Thanisandra,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560077, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KANIKA LAMBOLE.

I, ISHU BHATIA S/o DEEPAK
BHATIA, R/o Flat Indigo 301,
HM World City Apartment,
Gottigere Kengeri Road,
Near Vinayaka Theater, J.P
Nagar, 9th Phase,
Raghavana Palya,
Anjanapura, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560108, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
ARVIND BHATIA.

I, BHASKARA MATTUR S/o
KRISHNAMURTHY MATTUR, aged
about 59 years, residing at # 86, 7th
Cross, Paramount Gardens,
Thalaghattapura, Kanakapura Main
Road, Opp. Thalaghattapura,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-560109, have
changed my name from MATTUR
KRISHNAMURTHY BHASKARA alias
BHASKARA M K alias M K BHASKARA
to BHASKARA MATTUR for all
practical /documentation purposes,
vide affidavit dated 25-04-2026
sworn before Advocate & Notary
Ravikumar. V., Bengaluru, Karnataka.

 NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMED JUNAIDH, S/o,
Abdul Subhan, Resident of No
1238,L N Colony 3rd Cross
Yeshwanth Pura Bengaluru
Dist,560022, have changed
my name to MOHAMMED
JUNAIDH , vide affidavit dated:
26.04.2026 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, MOHAMMED OMAR, S/o,
Abdul Kareem, Resident of
No 110,3rd Cross Telecom

Layout KP Agrahara Bengaluru
Dist, 560023, have changed my
name to MOHAMMED OMAR
ABDUL KAREEM, vide affidavit
dated: 26.04.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, ABDUL RAHIM KHADER,
Slo, Abdul Khader, Resident
of No 2555,Ashoka Road
Lashkar Mohalla Mysuru Dist,
570001, have changed my
name to ABDUL RAHEEM
, vide affidavit dated:
26.04.2026 before notary B.A.
LAKSHMINARAYANA RAO,
Bengaluru.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, SHAHISTA , W/o, Nisar
Ahamed, Resident of No
01,Jally Machine Water Tank
Road Aditya Nagar CB Halli
Vidyaranapura Bengaluru Dist,
560097, have changed my name
to SHAHEESTA, vide affidavit
dated: 26.04.2026 before notary
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA RAQ,
Bengaluru.

Kumaraswamy questioned transparency on minister’s health, alleging
political misuse of situation and indirect attack on Shivakumar

HDK raises questions over
Minister Sudhakar’s health

CHITRADURGA

Concerns over the health
of Karnataka Minister D.
Sudhakar have sparked po-
litical remarks after Union
Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said the situation
was being “misused” by
some leaders.

Speaking at a private
event in Chitradurga, Ku-
maraswamy said Sudha-
kar’s condition is serious
and he is fighting for his
life. He added that he did
not want to discuss politi-
cal matters at this stage,
but raised concerns about
what is happening inside
the hospital.

He questioned whether
certain details about the
minister’s health were be-
ing hidden and suggested
that pressure from influ-
ential people could be in-
volved. He also said it

was painful to see the
condition of the minister
and urged transparency
regarding his treatment.
Without naming anyone
directly, Kumaraswamy
alleged that some leaders
are “experts in using such
situations” for political
benefit. His re-
marks are
seen as an 1/
indirect i
attack
on Dep-

u t vy i
Chief ! J
Minis- 1 y
ter D.K. )
Shiva-
kumar.He
further
said he
would not dis-
cuss JDS political posi-
tions or local constituency
issues at this time, focus-
ing instead on the human-

itarian aspect of the situa-
tion.

Kumaraswamy also re-
acted to a recent Congress
event in Hubballi, claim-
ing that political confer-
ences are being held to
protect party interests. He
alleged that the party is

spending money to
strengthen its posi-
tion and making
claims about
community sup-

port.

The state-
ments have
added a new
political layer
to an already

A sensitive situa-
tion surrounding
Minister Sudhakar’s
health. While medical
updates remain limited,
the issue has now turned
into a topic of political
debate in the state.

Wild elephant attacks raise
alarm across Karnataka

RAMANAGARA

A series of wild elephant inci-
dents has once again raised
concern in Karnataka, as hu-
man-animal conflict continues
in several regions.

In a tragic incident at Chi-
landwadi village in Kanaka-
pura taluk of Bengaluru South
district, a 55-year-old man
named Karigunda died after
being attacked by a wild ele-
phant while walking on the
road.

The attack took place in the
Sangama forest zone area,
just before the monsoon sea-
son, leaving local residents
shocked.

Forest officials visited the
spot and carried out an in-
spection after shifting the
body to the Kanakapura taluk
hospital.

Earlier, panic spread in the
Sangama tourist area after a
wild elephant suddenly ap-
peared, forcing visitors to run
in different directions for
safety. The video of the inci-
dent has since gone viral.

Meanwhile, in Chamara-
janagar district, a lone wild
elephant entered Nagapattana

village near Baragi Colony in
Gundlupet taluk and de-
stroyed a maize crop belong-
ing to farmer Mahesh. The
area is close to the Bandipur
Tiger Reserve, where such in-
cidents have been increasing.

In another case in PG Palya
of Hanur taluk, a herd of
more than ten elephants, in-
cluding calves, was seen rest-
ing in a lake for several hours.
Officials said the animals are
coming closer to human areas
in search of water due to ris-
ing temperatures of 36-37°C
in the district.

Forest department officials
are monitoring the situation as
residents demand stronger
measures to prevent further
damage and loss of life.

A\CITATION INTEN

Farmers’ protest over illegal mining enters day 12

KALABURAGI

The farmers’ protest against
illegal mining in Shadipura
village of Chincholi taluk has
entered its 12th day on Sun-
day, with protesters express-
ing strong anger over alleged
inaction by officials.Despite
continuing their protest in ex-
treme heat, farmers said no
effective steps have been tak-
en by the authorities to stop
illegal mining activities in the
area. They accused the admin-
istration of negligence and

delay in action.Farmer leader
Shankar Pawar said that it
was an insult to the farming

community that the Assistant
Commissioner, who visited
the protest site, did not prop-

erly consider their demands.
He said this attitude has in-
creased anger among the vil-
lagers.Farmers claimed that
while police have seized three
tippers linked to the case, six
more tippers and a Hitachi
mining machine are still pres-
ent at the site. They also al-
leged that no FIR has been
registered despite the avail-
able evidence, raising suspi-
cion about the investigation
process.They further alleged
that officials including the
Tahsildar visited the spot but

did not conduct a proper joint
panchanama, which they
called a biased approach fa-
vouring mining interests.The
protesting farmers warned
that they will continue their
agitation until the District
Collector personally visits the
site, conducts a survey, and
ensures justice. They also said
they will not release any
seized vehicles until their de-
mands are met.The farmers
have urged local MLAs and
the District Collector to im-
mediately intervene.
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PM Modi pays homage
to Rabindranath
Tagore

New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday paid
tributes to Rabindranath
Tagore, calling him a
multifaceted personality
who shaped several re-
nowned institutions with
his writings and
thoughts. Rabindranath
Tagore was a polymath
of the Bengal Renais-
sance period. He be-
came the first Asian to
win a Nobel Prize in any
category in 1913, and
also the first lyricist and
non-European to win the
Nobel Prize in Literature.
Addressing the 133rd ep-
isode of his monthly ra-
dio programme, Mann Ki
Baat, PM Modi said,
Many festivals, including
New Year, were celebrat-
ed in many parts of the
country. In a few days,
on May 9, on the occa-
sion of ‘Pochishe
Boishakh’, we will cele-
brate Gurudev Tagore’s
birth anniversary. Gu-
rudev was a multifacet-
ed personality.

CEO tovisit Kakdwip,
Katwa amid reports of
voter intimidation

Kolkata
Following reports of voter
intimidation in Kakdwip,
located in the Diamond
Harbour area of South 24
Parganas district, the
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of West Bengal,
Manoj Agarwal, is sched-
uled to visit the region on
Sunday to take stock of
the situation. As soon as
the matter came to light,
the election officerin
charge in Kakdwip and
the police there have
been instructed to make
arrangements so that
voters can cast their
votes fearlessly and no
one faces any threat. In-
cidentally, there have
been allegations that
miscreants on a few
bikes were threatening
voters in Diamond Har-
bour.

BJP leaders across
India tunein to Modi’s
‘Mann KiBaat’

New Delhi
Political leaders across
the country joined citi-

zens in listening to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s monthly radio
programme ‘Mann Ki
Baat’, as the 133rd epi-
sode drew participation
from multiple states, re-
flecting the pro-
gramme’s continued na-
tional outreach. Union
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan listened to the
broadcast from his an-
cestral village, Nalam, in
QOdisha’s Angul district,
where he was accompa-
nied by party leaders,
workers, and local vil-
lagers. The gathering
highlighted grassroots
engagement with the
Prime Minister’s ad-
dress. In West Bengal,
Union Minister J.P. Na-
dda tuned in to the pro-
gramme at the party of-
fice in Bardhaman.
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North, Central India sizzle under intense heatwave

Large parts of India are facing intense heatwave with mercury soaring far above seasonal averages; Delhi records season’s highest temperature

NEW DELHI

Large parts of India are expe-
riencing an intense heatwave,
with temperatures soaring far
above seasonal averages and
raising serious health con-
cerns. The national capital,
Delhi, has been among the
worst affected, prompting
weather alerts and public
safety advisories.According
to the India Meteorological
Department, Delhi recorded a
maximum temperature of 44.5
degrees Celsius the highest so
far this season. Conditions re-
mained severe on Sunday,
with temperatures continuing
above 40 degrees Celsius and
hot winds sweeping across the
city. Authorities issued a ‘yel-
low alert’ to warn residents of
the ongoing heatwave-like
conditions.

The IMD has forecast that
the heatwave will persist
across Northwest and Central

India until April 28. States in-
cluding Punjab, Haryana, Ra-
jasthan, and Uttar Pradesh are
expected to remain severely
affected, with temperatures
ranging between 40 and 45
degrees Celsius. In Central
India, regions such as Mad-
hya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh,
along with the Vidarbha re-
gion, are also witnessing ex-
treme heat conditions.

In Uttar Pradesh, the city of

Prayagraj recorded a high of
45.2 degrees Celsius, marking
the highest temperature in the
state so far this season. Au-
thorities have issued severe
heat alerts in 32 districts, re-
flecting the widespread im-
pact of the rising tempera-
tures.

The IMD has further
warned that heatwave-like
conditions may expand into
southern regions, particularly

IMD alerts, forecast

* The weather department’s yellow alert for Delhi
warns residents to be prepared for heat-related stress.

* Forecasters suggest that while the heatwave will
persist through Sunday, a fresh Western Disturbance
might bring slight relief to the plains between April 26

and April 28.

* |solated thunderstorms and gusty winds (30—40
kmph) are expected in some parts of the NCR, which
could temporarily pull the mercury down

* |solated thunderstorms and gusty winds (30—40
kmph) are expected in some parts of the NCR, which
could temporarily pull the mercury down.

* The early arrival of such extreme temperatures has
raised concerns over public health and power stability.
India’s peak power demand hit a seasonal high of 240

GW this week as air

* The phenomenon of warm nights, where minimum
temperatures remain 2-5 degrees above normal,
further prevents the human body from recovering from
daytime heat exposure.t

Kerala and the Mahe region,
in the coming days. The
spread of extreme heat across
multiple regions underscores
the seriousness of the current
weather pattern.

In response, officials have
issued advisories urging citi-
zens to take necessary precau-
tions. People are advised to
avoid direct exposure to sun-
light between noon and 3
p.m., stay well-hydrated, and
wear light, loose cotton cloth-
ing. The use of protective
items such as hats, umbrellas,
and sunglasses is strongly rec-
ommended.Special caution
has been advised for outdoor
workers, who are encouraged
to keep a damp cloth on their
head and neck to reduce heat
stress. Authorities have also
warned against leaving chil-
dren or pets inside parked ve-
hicles, as temperatures inside
can rise rapidly and become
life-threatening.

EC ORDERS PROBE OVER
VOTER ‘INTIMIDATION’ IN WB’S
DIAMOND HARBOUR

KOLKATA

An FIR has been registered in
West Bengal’s Diamond Har-
bour following allegations of
voter intimidation, after the
Election Commission of India
intervened in the matter.

The action comes amid
heightened vigilance to en-
sure free and fair polling
during the ongoing election
process. According to offi-
cials, the complaint was re-
ceived from the Kakdwip area
in Diamond Harbour, located
in South 24 Parganas. It al-
leged that a group of individ-
uals riding motorcycles car-
ried out a procession during
which threatening slogans
were raised, targeting voters
in the area.Acting swiftly on
the Commission’s instruc-
tions, police registered a case
at the local station within
hours of the complaint. Au-
thorities confirmed that the
FIR includes multiple charges

such as intimidation, issuing
threats, attempting to disturb
public peace, and obstructing
government duties. The com-
plaint further stated that the
alleged miscreants openly
warned residents that action
would be taken against them
after May 4, raising concerns
over voter safety and partici-
pation. Officials emphasized
that such incidents are being
taken seriously to prevent any
disruption to the democratic
process.The Election Com-
mission has directed both

election officials and law en-
forcement agencies to take
immediate and necessary ac-
tion, setting a deadline to en-
sure accountability and main-
tain order. Measures have
been intensified to guarantee
that voters can exercise their
franchise without fear.Earlier,
the Commission had already
taken strict steps in the re-
gion, including the suspension
of five police officers over
what it described as serious
violations of the code of con-
duct and failure to maintain

The action comes amid
heightened vigilance to
ensure free and fair
polling during the
ongoing election process

impartiality. The suspended
officials included senior-rank-
ing officers responsible for
maintaining law and order in
the area.Diamond Harbour is
a politically significant con-
stituency represented by
Abhishek Banerjee of the Tri-
namool Congress. The con-
stituency comprises seven
assembly segments and re-
mains a key focus during the
elections. While the first phase
of polling held on April 23
was largely peaceful, authori-
ties are working to ensure that
subsequent phases proceed
without incident. Vote count-
ing is scheduled for May 4,
and officials continue to stress
the importance of maintaining
a safe and impartial electoral
environment.

Singh seeks
disqualification
of 7 defected
AAP MPs

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Ra-
jya Sabha member Sanjay
Singh on Sunday said that the
membership of the seven MPs
who recently left the party and
are set to join the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will be can-
celled under constitutional
provisions.Singh said the AAP
has filed a petition under the
Tenth Schedule of the Consti-
tution and requested Rajya
Sabha Chairman C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan to conduct an early
hearing and deliver a fair deci-
sion.The developmen comes
after Rajya Sabha member
Raghav Chadha announced his
resignation from AAP on Fri-
day, along with six other MPs
-- Swati Maliwal, Harbhajan
Singh, Sandeep Pathak, Ashok
Mittal, Rajinder Gupta and
Vikram Sahni -- all of whom
are expected to join the BJP.

Swachh Bharat: Russian Embassy
in Delhi holds cleanliness drive

NEW DELHI

The campaign brought to-
gether diplomats, officials,
and staff members to pro-
mote environmental aware-
ness and civic responsibility.
The cleanliness drive was
conducted in and around the
embassy’s residential prem-
ises, where participants ac-
tively engaged in cleaning
activities and waste collec-
tion. The initiative aimed to
send a strong message about
the importance of maintain-
ing clean surroundings and
fostering a culture of envi-
ronmental consciousness.
Denis Alipov, who partici-
pated in the drive, described
the effort as a symbolic yet
meaningful contribution to a
global cause. He remarked
that although civic authori-
ties such as the New Delhi
Municipal Council have al-

¢ ready maintained high clean-

liness standards in the area,
the embassy was keen to
make its own contribution.

He emphasized that envi-
ronmental responsibility is a
shared global duty, stating
that cleaner surroundings
lead to healthier societies and
a better world. He also high-
lighted that pollution contin-
ues to be a major concern for
countries worldwide, includ-
ing India, and noted that vol-
untary initiatives like this
play a crucial role in address-
ing such challenges.

Diana Alipov, spouse of
the ambassador, underscored
the importance of be-
havioural change in tackling
environmental issues. She
pointed out that educating
people against littering is one
of the most effective steps
toward long-term improve-
ment. According to her, such
drives serve as an example
for both adults and younger

generations, encouraging re-
sponsible habits.

Participants in the cam-
paign described the experi-
ence as both meaningful and
rewarding. One attendee said
the initiative was a positive
step toward building a clean-
er environment and fostering
collective responsibility. An-
other participant highlighted
that such activities are part of
a broader cultural tradition,
where people come together
for a common cause,
strengthening teamwork and
shared values.

The event also reflected
the deepening ties between
India and Russia beyond stra-
tegic and economic coopera-
tion. By collaborating on
social and environmental ini-
tiatives, both nations contin-
ue to reinforce their commit-
ment to sustainability, civic
engagement, and global
well-being.

Centre approves Rs
947 cr for relief, rehab
of riot-hit Manipur

IMPHAL

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has sanctioned a total
of Rs 947.36 crore to sup-
port relief and rehabilitation
efforts in Manipur, where
prolonged ethnic violence
has displaced tens of thou-
sands of people since May
2023.

The financial assistance
aims to sustain relief camps
and accelerate the resettle-
ment of internally displaced
persons across the state.

According to officials, Rs
424.36 crore has been ap-
proved for the continued
operation of relief camps
established by the Manipur
government to shelter those
affected by the conflict.

In addition, Rs 523 crore
has been allocated specifi-
cally for the rehabilitation
of internally displaced per-
sons, reflecting the Centre’s
focus on long-term recovery
measures.

The details were dis-
closed in response to a
Right to Information query
filed by senior Congress
leader Hareshwar Goshwa-
mi. Data shared by the state
Home Department revealed
that 58,881 people have
been displaced from their
homes between May 3,
2023, and March 30, 2026,
due to the ongoing ethnic
tensions.

As of March 10, 2026, a
total of 174 relief camps re-
mained operational, provid-
ing essential services and
temporary shelter. Authori-
ties have also constructed
3,000 pre-fabricated houses
through the Manipur Police
Housing Corporation Ltd to
accommodate displaced
families.The human toll of

the violence has been se-
vere, with 217 deaths offi-
cially recorded based on
compensation provided to
victims’ families. In addi-
tion to loss of life, the con-
flict has caused extensive
damage to infrastructure
and housing. Officials re-
ported that 7,894 permanent
houses have been complete-
ly destroyed, while another
2,646 houses have suffered
partial damage.

The violence initially
erupted on May 3, 2023,
following a Tribal Solidari-
ty March organized in hill
districts to oppose the de-
mand for Scheduled Tribe
status by the Meitei com-
munity. The conflict in-
volved clashes between
Meitei and Kuki-Zo groups,
deepening existing ethnic
divisions in the state.

The Meitei community
constitutes approximately
53 percent of Manipur’s
population and is primarily
concentrated in the Imphal
Valley. In contrast, tribal
groups such as Nagas and
Kukis make up around 40
percent and predominantly
reside in the hill districts.At
the peak of the crisis, more
than 300 relief camps were
set up, sheltering nearly
60,000 displaced individu-
als. While the situation has
gradually improved and
some residents have re-
turned home, many remain
dependent on government
support.

Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh has emphasized that
rehabilitation and resettle-
ment of displaced persons
remain top priorities, with
efforts underway to restore
normalcy and rebuild affect-
ed communities.
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Char Dham Yatra: Health camps, OPDs function along route

RISHIKESH

Prajapati Nautiyal, Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) for the
Char Dham Yatra Administra-
tion Organisation, on Sunday
said that special transit camps
have been put up on the ‘yatra’
route for pilgrims to undergo
health screenings. Along with
this, the officer said that Out
Patient Departments (OPDs)
have also been set up along the
path leading to the pilgrimage
sites.This year the Char Dham
Yatra began on April 19 with
the opening of the portals of

L

Yamunotri and Gangotri tem-
ples. The Kedarnath Dham
and Badrinath Dham were
opened on April 22 and 23 re-
spectively.Nautiyal urged the

-

people undertaking the Hindu
pilgrimage, to thoroughly read
and understand the health ad-
visory that has been issued by
the Health Department. We ex-

pect all pilgrims to read and
understand this advisory be-
fore starting their journey and
plan accordingly. If you feel
any symptoms such as dizzi-
ness, chest pain, or headache,
you should get proper health
screening done or visit an
OPD and consult the medical
teams available along the ‘ya-
tra’ routes, he said.About the
transit camps, he said: Here
we have five teams for health
screening. Those pilgrims who
are more than 50 years of age
are getting themselves
screened here for blood pres-

sure, sugar levels etc.In addi-
tion, he said, We also have
OPD facility here where pil-
grims are taking the required
medicines in a proper way.
Nautiyal mentioned that ac-
cording to the data received so
far, more than 1000 pilgrims
have already undertaken
screening at the health camps
and have utilised the OPD fa-
cility.The officer also noted
that camps have been arranged
for pilgrims to take rest.The
government and the adminis-
tration have made arrange-
ments at several areas of the

‘yatra’ route, where the pil-
grims can halt and take rest
from time to time.He under-
lined that such preparations
have especially been made,
citing the weather and terrain
of the route undertaken by pil-
grims.Nautiyal hoped for all
pilgrims to have a fulfilling
journey.The government and
the administration are making
all possible efforts to make the
journey a safe and successful
one. The Chief Minister (Push-
kar Singh Dhami) is also con-
stantly monitoring the yatra,
he added.

KEY POINTS
* Health screening
camps set up along
Char Dham Yatra route
* OPDs installed for
pilgrim medical care
* Qver 1,000 pilgrims
screened so far
* Advisory urges pilgrims
to check symptoms like
dizziness and chest pain
* Rest camps arranged

considering weather and
terrain
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UP NOW FREE OF MAFIA RULE: YOGI

The CM was attending the passing-out parade of over 60,000 UP police constables

V-Ptolead centenary
celebrations of Andhra
University today

New Delhi
Vice-President (V-P) C.P.
Radhakrishnan will ad-
dress students, faculty
and alumni at the cente-
nary celebrations of
Andhra University in
Visakhapatnam on Mon-
day, the first day of his
two-day visit to Andhra
Pradesh, an official said
on Sunday. Apart from
the Vice-President, cricket
legend Sachin Tendulkar,
and other dignitaries are
expected to attend the
celebrations on Monday.
Earlier, addressing the
35th convocation cere-
mony of the University of
Rajasthan in Jaipur on
Saturday, Vice-President
Radhakrishnan urged
youth to become job cre-
ators and nation-builders.
He said the university
continues to shape gener-
ations of thinkers, leaders
and change-makers com-
mitted to knowledge, in-
tegrity and service.

BJP chief Nitin Nabin
calls Rahul Gandhi
‘part-time politician’

Kolkata
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) President Nitin
Nabin on Sunday
launched a scathing at-
tack on Congress MP and
Leader of Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, calling him a
‘part-time politician’ for
addressing the public only
during election cam-
paigns. Nabin took part in
a roadshow at Shantipur
in Nadia district of West
Bengal ahead of the sec-
ond phase of the Assem-
bly polls to be held on
April 29. He questioned:
Has Rahul Gandhi ever
been seen taking part in
any movement or speak-
ing on any issue? The BJP
chief alleged that the
Congress leader only
speaks.

HPCL pins refinery fire
to leak, ops likely from
May second half

New Delhi
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd has said
a leak from a pressure
gauge in its crude distilla-
tion unit was the likely
cause of the fire at its
joint venture refinery in
Rajasthan, and restora-
tion work is expected to
be completed within
three to four weeks, after
which operations at the
refinery will restart in the
second half of May. A ma-
jor fire broke out at the
newly built Rs
79,450-crore HPCL Ra-
jasthan Refinery Ltd. on
April 20, a day before the
scheduled inauguration.

LUCKNOW

Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
attended a large-scale pass-
ing-out parade in Lucknow,
marking the completion of
training for the first-ever
batch of 60,244 Constable
Civil Police recruits of 2025.

The ceremony highlighted
discipline, dedication, and the
growing modernization of the
state police force.

The Chief Minister re-
viewed the parade and pre-
sented awards to recruits who
excelled in various training
categories, praising their com-
mitment and performance. He
particularly lauded the partic-
ipation and achievements of
women recruits, calling their

strength, readiness, and disci-
pline highly commendable.
Addressing the newly in-
ducted personnel, Adityanath
emphasized that discipline
and teamwork form the back-
bone of any uniformed force.
He stated that rigorous train-
ing prepares officers to handle
challenging situations effec-
tively, noting that the effort
invested during training re-
duces the likelihood of con-
flict in real-life scenarios. He
expressed confidence that the
recruits would uphold the tra-
ditions of the Uttar Pradesh
Police with integrity, honesty,
and a strong sense of duty. The
Chief Minister also stressed
the importance of maintaining
a balanced approach in polic-

ing. He said the law must re-
main strict and uncompromis-
ing when dealing with crimi-
nals, while also being sensi-
tive and responsive to the
needs of ordinary citizens.
The passing-out parade was
conducted simultaneously
across the state at multiple lo-
cations, including 10 police
training institutions, police

lines in 73 districts, 29 Pro-
vincial Armed Constabulary
battalions, and 112 recruit
training centres. This coordi-
nated effort underscored the
scale of the recruitment and
training exercise.The recruit-
ment process had earlier
gained momentum when Amit
Shah distributed appointment
letters to the selected candi-

dates on June 15, 2025, held
in Lucknow. Training for the
recruits officially began on
July 21, 2025.

Reflecting on past challeng-
es, he noted that before 2017,
police infrastructure in the
state was inadequate, with
many personnel living in poor
conditions.

The CM highlighted that
significant improvements
have since been made, includ-
ing the development of mod-
ern residential and barrack
facilities in 55 districts.He
further stated that training
systems have been upgraded
with the introduction of pro-
fessional modules and digital
platforms such as the UP Po-
lice Training Portal.
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Zojila Avalanche:
Srinagar-Leh
highway closed

SRINAGAR

The Srinagar-Leh highway
has been closed for vehicular
movement after an avalanche
hit the Zojila Pass in Ladakh.
Three drivers trapped after
the avalanche struck Zojila
have been rescued safely, while
damaged vehicles have been
retrieved, the officials said.
The avalanche struck on
Sunday near Shaitani Nallah in
the Drass sector, where multi-
ple vehicles, including two
tankers moving from Sonamarg
towards Kargil, were hit and
pushed off the road.Teams
from UTDRF Kargil, Police
Station Drass, and volunteers
carried out the operation and
evacuated the drivers safely.

Modi highlights BJP’s focus on
women safety at Bengal rally

KOLKATA

He made the remarks during
a campaign rally in North 24
Parganas district ahead of the
ongoing Assembly elections.
Addressing a gathering in
Thakurnagar, Modi said that
fielding Swapna Debnath,
mother of the victim in the
2024 rape-murder case at
R.G. Kar Medical College
and Hospital, demonstrates
the party’s stand on jus-
tice and security for
women. Debnath has
been nominated from the
Panihati Assembly
constituency, lo-
cated in North

24 Parganas dis-
trict.The Prime

Minister criticized the ruling
Trinamool Congress, alleging
that women in the state have
suffered under what he de-
scribed as a breakdown of law
and order. He claimed that
incidents of violence, harass-
ment, and disappearances of
women have increased during
the current regime, and ac-
cused ruling party supporters
of enabling such acts.Refer-
ring to incidents in
Sandeshkhali, Modi al-
leged that women were
subjected to abuse and
intimidation, and said
that such cases re-
flect a larger pat-
tern of insecurity.
He stated that the
anger among

He asserted that the
nomination of the mother
of the RG Kar Hospital
rape-murder victim as a
candidate reflects the
BJP’s commitment to
women’s safety

women voters is evident and
suggested that high voter
turnout in the first phase of
polling on April 23 indicates
a strong public response to
these concerns.Modi further
emphasized that the BJP’s ap-
proach goes beyond electoral
politics, highlighting past in-
stances where the party nom-
inated women who had faced
or protested injustice. He said
that such decisions underline

a broader commitment to
standing with victims and en-
suring accountability.The
Prime Minister also outlined
his party’s vision for the state,
stating that if voted to power,
the BJP would focus not only
on strengthening women’s
safety but also on promoting
their empowerment through
policy measures and social
initiatives. He stressed the im-
portance of creating an envi-
ronment where women can live
with dignity, security, and equal
opportunities.The remarks
come amid an intense political
contest in West Bengal, where
issues of governance, law and
order, and women’s safety have
emerged as key themes in the
ongoing election campaign.

ODISHA CM S GRIEVANCE
CELL SHUT ON APRIL 27

BHUBANESWAR

Authorities have announced
that the Chief Minister’s
Grievance Cell will remain
closed on April 27 due to the
ongoing heat wave, prioritising
public safety. The decision
comes as temperatures continue
to soar, raising concerns over
health risks for citizens.

The General Administration
and Public Grievances De-
partment confirmed that the
scheduled public grievance
hearing has been postponed in
view of the extreme weather
conditions. The programme
was set to be held near the
former Government Primary
School (Capital Nursery) at
Unit-2 in Ashok Nagar, but
officials deemed it unsafe for
public gatherings under the
prevailing circumstances.

As per the department, the
move is a precautionary mea-
sure aimed at protecting citi-
zens from heat-related illnesses
such as dehydration and heat-
stroke. With temperatures re-
maining unusually high, large
outdoor gatherings pose a sig-
nificant health risk, particularly
for elderly individuals and

Government of Karnataka
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those with pre-existing condi-
tions.

Officials also clarified that
citizens who have already
registered their complaints
through the Jan Sunani portal
do not need to submit their
applications again. Their
grievances will remain valid
and will be addressed once
the hearing is rescheduled.

The department assured
that a new date for the griev-
ance hearing will be an-
nounced soon. Information
regarding the revised sched-
ule will be disseminated
through newspapers, televi-
sion channels, and other me-
dia platforms to ensure that
all registered applicants re-
ceive timely updates.Public
grievance hearings are an im-
portant platform for citizens to
directly present their concerns
to government authorities.

However, officials empha-
sised that public safety re-
mains the top priority, espe-
cially during extreme weather
conditions.The postponement
reflects a broader trend of ad-
ministrative caution as sever-
al regions across the country
continue to experience intense
heat waves. Authorities have
urged residents to take neces-
sary precautions, avoid un-
necessary outdoor exposure,
and stay hydrated during peak
daytime hours.

Further updates regarding
the rescheduled grievance
hearing are expected to be an-
nounced shortly once weather
conditions improve.

Wedding party bus
overturns in
Sonepur 14 1n]ured

BHUBANESWAR

A bus carrying a wedding
procession overturned on
Sunday morning near Ma-
hadevpali outpost in Sonepur
district, leaving more than 14
passengers injured.

The accident occurred un-
der the jurisdiction of Binika
Police Station while the group
was returning from a marriage
ceremony.According to initial
reports, the bus was transport-
ing members of a wedding
party from the Kamgaon area
in Bargarh district who had
travelled to the Boudh region
for a ceremony.

The group was on its way
back to the groom’s residence
when the vehicle reportedly
lost control near Kartang
Chack and overturned.At the
time of the accident, around
54 passengers were on board.
The sudden mishap caused
panic among the passengers,
with several sustaining inju-

ries of varying severity. Local
residents quickly rushed to
the scene and played a crucial
role in rescuing those trapped
inside the overturned vehicle.

The injured were immedi-
ately shifted to nearby health-
care facilities for treatment.
Three individuals were admitted
to the Binika Medical Center,
while 12 others were referred to
the District Hospital in Sonepur
for further medical care. Au-
thorities stated that all the in-
jured are currently receiving
treatment and are under obser-
vation.

Police personnel from the
Binika Police Station reached
the accident site soon after
being alerted and began pre-
liminary inquiries into the in-
cident. Officials are investi-
gating the circumstances that
led to the driver losing control
of the bus, including possible
factors such as road condi-
tions, mechanical failure, or
driver error.

Delhi govt steps up
heat wave action

plan 2026 amid
rising temperatures

NEW DELHI

The measures aim to strength-
en healthcare readiness, im-
prove access to drinking wa-
ter, and protect vulnerable
populations from extreme
heat. In a post on X, the Chief
Minister outlined a compre-
hensive set of initiatives being
rolled out across the city to
mitigate the impact of heat-
waves.

She stated that more than
339 health centres have been
equipped with essential med-
icines and medical supplies to
handle heat-related illnesses
efficiently.

Additionally, over 30 hospi-
tals have set up dedicated
cool rooms to provide imme-
diate relief to individuals suf-
fering from heat stress and
heatstroke. These facilities are
expected to play a critical role
during peak summer months
when cases of dehydration
and heat exhaustion typically
rise.

To strengthen emergency
response systems, the govern-
ment has deployed around
330 ambulances for round-
the-clock service. Medical
staff have also undergone spe-
cialised training to manage
heatstroke cases and related
emergencies more effectively,
ensuring quicker and more
efficient treatment.

Recognising the importance
of hydration, authorities are
installing Water ATMs, more
than 1,900 water coolers, and
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Heat Wave Action

Plan 2026

over 11,000 cooling points
across strategic locations in
the city.

These facilities are particu-
larly aimed at supporting out-
door workers, daily wage
earners, and commuters who
are most exposed to extreme
temperatures.

The government has also
taken preventive steps in edu-
cational institutions by intro-
ducing a Water Bell System,
which reminds students to
drink water at regular inter-
vals.

Moreover, working hours in
certain sectors have been ad-
justed to minimise exposure
to peak heat periods, especial-
ly for labour-intensive out-
door jobs.

Gupta urged residents to
adopt personal safety mea-
sures, such as avoiding direct
sunlight during peak hours,
staying hydrated, and check-
ing on elderly family mem-
bers and neighbours who may
be more vulnerable to heat-re-
lated health risks.

Scindia inaugurates ‘Adani Vikas
Kendra’ in MP’s Shivpuri

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia has inaugurated an
Adani Vikas Kendra in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Shivpuri dis-
trict, marking a step toward
expanding livelihood oppor-
tunities for women through
skill development and gar-
ment manufacturing.

Located in Badarwas, the
facility spans 48,000 square
feet and is equipped with 600
modern sewing machines.

It has been designed to
function as both a training
hub and a production centre,
enabling women to gain em-

ployable skills while partici-
pating in organised manufac-
turing activity.Addressing the
gathering, Scindia highlighted
the broader impact of such
initiatives, saying the project
reflects the power of aspira-
tion taking shape at the grass-
roots level.He also acknowl-
edged the efforts of Adani
Group Chairman Gautam
Adani and the Adani Founda-
tion in creating opportunities
that can connect local skills to
wider markets.What we are
witnessing in Badarwas is the
power of aspiration taking
shape. I congratulate Gautam
Adani, Chairman.

Engineer, Public Works Department has published
item wise Tender notification for a work approved under
H/A:5054-80-190-0-01-132-KRDCL-Capital
Expenditure Construction of a bridge at chainage 5.20
km near Uppinahalli village on the road connecting
Nanjangud Punjnur road to Naviluru via

Digital Census 2027: Reddy completes self-enumeration

in KPP-Portal Only.

Devarasanahalli Uppinahalli Kalale Masage Echgundla
in Nanjangud Taluk under this division with KW- 4
Conditions & Regulations with Two cover systems. For
Above said work EMD amount is Rs.2.00 Lakhs. Pre bid
Meeting will be held in the under signed office at 11.00
A.M on 28.04.2026 Tenders shall be Submitted in KPP-
Portal (https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from 22.04.2026
t0 30.04.2026 within 17.00 PM. KPWD Class-lll & Above
Contractor Registered in KPP-Portal are eligible.

More details can be obtained from the office of the
under Signed during office hours. Any amendments or
modifications in tender notification will be published

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

Public Work DePartment Mysuru Division, Mysuru
|DIPR/DDMYS/98/KSMCA/88/2026-27

HYDERABAD

A. Revanth Reddy on Sunday
participated in the self-enu-
meration process for Census
2027, marking the beginning
of a major digital data collec-
tion exercise in Telangana.
The initiative is part of India’s
first fully digital census and
aims to improve accuracy and
efficiency through public par-
ticipation.

The Chief Minister complet-
ed his self-enumeration by
registering details on the offi-
cial census web portal, setting

an

example for citizens across the
state. During the programme,
census officials briefed him on
the procedures, technical as-
pects, and the broader signifi-

cance of self-enumeration in
ensuring reliable demographic
data.

Reddy urged residents to ac-
tively participate in the pro-

cess, emphasizing that accu-
rate data collection is essential
for effective governance, poli-
cy planning, and development
initiatives. He highlighted that
the success of the census de-
pends largely on voluntary
public involvement and aware-
ness.The self-enumeration
phase in Telangana’s Core Ur-
ban Region began on Sunday
and will continue until May
10. This phase covers key ur-
ban areas including Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration, Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation, and Malkajgiri

Municipal Corporation, all
treated as a single census unit
for this exercise.According to
Bharati Holikeri, Director of
Census Operations for Telan-
gana, the online portal in-
cludes 33 questions covering
housing conditions, amenities,
and household assets. The pro-
cess is designed to be us-
er-friendly, requiring no docu-
mentation and taking approxi-
mately 15 to 20 minutes to
complete.Residents can access
the portal daily between 6 a.m.
and midnight to submit their
information.
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Americans oppose
ending birth-right
citizenship

Washington
A majority of Americans
believe all babies born
in the country should
automatically be grant-
ed citizenship, accord-
ing to a Reuters/Ipsos
poll carried out as the
U.S. Supreme Court
prepares to rule on
President Donald
Trump’s effort to end
the practice. The high
court is poised to rule in
the coming weeks on a
range of polarizing is-
sues - from immigration
policy and transgender
rights to rules on how to
count mail-in ballots -
that could help define
the Republican presi-
dent’s legacy and set
key rules for the No-
vember 3 midterm elec-
tions. The poll, conduct-
ed nationwide April 15-
20, found that 649% of
Americans oppose end-
ing birthright citizenship,
while 32% support
scrapping it as Trump
ordered in January
2025.

Gunfirein Malitownas
UN urgesintl response
after attacks

Bamako
Sustained gunfire rang
out in a garrison town
near Mali’s capital on
Sunday, a witness said,

a day after an al Qaeda
affiliate and Tuareg re-
bels carried out one of
the largest coordinated
attacks in the country
in recent years. The
gunfire in the town of
Kati suggested that
fighting had entered a
second day, despite the
army saying it had re-
asserted control. The
United Nations called
for an international re-
sponse to violence and
terrorism in the West
Africa Sahel region fol-
lowing Saturday’s
large-scale assaults.
The Secretary General
is deeply concerned by
reports of attacks in
several locations
across Mali. He strong-
ly condemns these
acts of violence, a U.N.
spokesperson posted
on X.

Magyar to meet
Leyen for talks on EU
funds this week

Budapest
Hungary’s incoming
prime minister Peter
Magyar said on Sun-
day he would go to
Brussels on Wednes-

day for informal talks
with European Com-
mission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen to
unblock funds frozen
by the bloc over dis-
putes with his prede-
cessor. There is no
time to waste, Magyar,
whose landslide victo-
ry in an April 12 elec-
tion ended nationalist
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban’s 16-year rule,
said in a statement.
Magyar had previously
outlined four key areas
where his cabinet
could move swiftly to
avoid the loss of some
10 billion euros ($11.7
billion) of EU pandem-
ic recovery funding by
an end-August dead-
line, including meas-
ures to battle corrup-
tion and restore media
and academic free-
doms. He said after
the election that he
was hoping for a politi-
cal agreement during
his first visit to
Brussels.
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Diplomatic hopes fade as US-
Israel conflict with Iran stalls

Efforts to secure a diplomatic breakthrough in the ongoing US-Israel-Iran war
appears to lose momentum as both sides harden their positions

ISLAMABAD

Despite mediation attempts
and a temporary pause in
large-scale fighting, no con-
crete progress has been made
toward ending a war that con-
tinues to impact global
stability.

The conflict, which began
on February 28 with coordi-
nated strikes by the United
States and Israel on Iranian
targets, has since escalated
into a prolonged geopolitical
crisis. Although a ceasefire
has temporarily halted full-
scale military operations, the
absence of a formal agree-
ment has prolonged uncer-
tainty and tension across the
region.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araqchi returned to the
Middle East after participat-
ing in mediation talks in Pa-
kistan, signaling limited
progress in negotiations.
Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump cancelled a
planned diplomatic visit to
Islamabad by his envoys
Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, citing concerns over

travel costs and dissatisfac-
tion with Iran’s proposals.

The war has already
claimed thousands of lives
and triggered significant eco-
nomic repercussions. Global
oil markets have been shaken,
largely due to Iran’s move to
restrict access through the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical
route responsible for trans-
porting a substantial share of
the world’s oil and liquefied
natural gas. In response,
Washington has imposed a
maritime blockade on Iranian
ports, further intensifying
economic pressure.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, in a conversation
with Shehbaz Sharif, firmly
rejected the idea of negotia-
tions under coercion. He stat-
ed that Iran would not engage
in what he described as im-
posed negotiations while fac-
ing threats and blockades.
Tehran has insisted that the
United States must first lift
its maritime restrictions be-
fore any meaningful dialogue
can begin.

Despite the setbacks, Araqg-
chi described his diplomatic

engagement in Pakistan as
productive. Following his
visit to Islamabad, he traveled
to Oman, another key media-
tor, where he held discussions
with Sultan Haitham bin
Tariq aimed at de-escalating
the conflict. Reports indicate
he is expected to continue
diplomatic efforts with a visit
to Russia.

Speaking earlier in Florida,
President Trump stated that
Iran had made concessions
but not enough to justify con-
tinued diplomatic engage-

ment at this stage. The can-
cellation of the U.S. envoys’
visit underscores the widen-
ing gap between the two
sides.

As the conflict remains un-
resolved, concerns are grow-
ing over its broader conse-
quences, including rising in-
flation, disrupted energy
supplies, and a weakening
global economic outlook.
Diplomatic channels remain
open, but prospects for a
swift resolution appear in-
creasingly uncertain.

Israeli strikes in Gaza kill 4

CAIRO

The latest violence high-

lights the continued insta-
bility in the region despite
an existing ceasefire, with
both sides accusing
each other of repeated
violations.

Medical sources in the
Gaza Strip reported that an
Israeli airstrike near the
central village of Al-
Mughraqa killed one
person.

Additional casualties
were reported near Gaza
City, where Israeli gunfire
and tank shelling resulted
in the deaths of two more
individuals. In a separate
incident in Khan Younis, a
40-year-old woman was
shot and killed, further in-
tensifying concerns over
civilian safety in the con-
flict zone.

The Israeli military stat-
ed that it was not immedi-
ately aware of operations

#

linked to the incident in
Khan Younis but confirmed
it is reviewing reports of
the other strikes. In a sepa-
rate statement, Israeli au-
thorities said their forces
had targeted and killed sev-
eral militants affiliated with
Hamas in Gaza in recent
days.

Violence has persisted in
the enclave despite a cease-
fire agreement reached in
October 2025, which was

intended to bring an end to
months of intense fighting.
However, near-daily mili-
tary actions and retaliatory
measures have continued,
undermining hopes for sus-
tained peace.

According to local health
authorities, at least 800 Pal-
estinians have been killed
since the ceasefire came
into effect. Israel, on the
other hand, reports that
militant activity during the

as ceasefire fragility persists

same period has led to the
deaths of four of its sol-
diers. Both Israel and
Hamas have traded accusa-
tions over breaches of the
truce, reflecting deep
mistrust and ongoing
hostilities.

The broader conflict,
which began in October
2023, has resulted in devas-
tating human losses. Gaza
health officials estimate
that more than 72,500 Pal-
estinians have been killed,
the majority of them civil-
ians. The war was triggered
by the October 7, 2023, at-
tacks carried out by Hamas
on Israel, which Israeli au-
thorities say left approxi-
mately 1,200 people dead.

As tensions remain high,
the continued cycle of vio-
lence underscores the frag-
ile nature of the ceasefire
and the urgent need for re-
newed diplomatic efforts to
prevent further loss of life
in the region.

Colombia explosives attack Kkills 13

BOGOTA

At least 13 people were killed

and 17 others injured in a

powerful explosives attack in
western Colombia on Satur-

day, authorities confirmed.
The incident, which targeted
a key highway, has been

blamed on dissident factions

of the former guerrilla group

FARC, raising fresh concerns

about escalating violence in

the region.

The attack occurred along

the Pan-American Highway

in the El Tunel area of Cajibio

municipality, located roughly

35 kilometers from Popayan,
the capital of Cauca province.
According to police sources,
the explosion caused signifi-

cant casualties and damage,
underscoring the persistent
security challenges in one of
Colombia’s most conflict-af-
fected regions.

Local officials described the
bombing as part of a broader
wave of coordinated violence.
Cauca Governor Octavio Guz-
man stated that multiple crim-
inal incidents were reported
across the province on the
same day. He called on the na-
tional government to take ur-
gent and decisive action to re-
store order, warning that the
region is facing a serious pub-
lic security crisis.

Political reactions were
swift and sharply critical.
Paloma Valencia, a prominent
opposition figure from the

Democratic Center party, con-
demned the attack as an act of
terrorism. She accused dissi-
dent elements of the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Co-
lombia of carrying out the
bombing and criticized the
government’s approach to se-
curity. Valencia urged stron-
ger support for the country’s
armed forces and police, as
well as immediate measures
to curb the violence.

The dissident factions
blamed for the attack are
groups that refused to accept
the 2016 peace agreement be-
tween the Colombian govern-
ment and the main FARC
leadership. Despite the histor-
ic accord, these breakaway
groups have continued armed

WASHINGTON FIRING

activities, particularly in rural
and strategically important
areas such as Cauca.

President Gustavo Petro,
whose administration has pro-
moted a total peace strategy
through negotiations and tem-
porary ceasefires with armed
groups, has faced mounting
criticism over the persistence
of violence. Critics argue that
the policy has failed to deliver
lasting security improvements,
while supporters maintain that
dialogue remains the only via-
ble long-term solution.

The latest attack highlights
the fragile security situation
in Colombia and the ongoing
challenges of consolidating
peace nearly a decade after
the landmark agreement.

O ibcworldnews.com

Russian Defence
chief visits N. Korea
amid deepening
military ties

MOSCOw

Russia has stepped up its dip-
lomatic and military engage-
ment with North Korea as
Defence Minister Andrei Be-
lousov arrived in Pyongyang
on Sunday.

The visit marks a continu-
ation of high-level exchanges
between the two nations, sig-
naling a strengthening strate-
gic partnership amid ongoing
global tensions.

Belousov’s arrival comes
just days after another senior
Russian official, Vyacheslav
Volodin, reached North Ko-
rea’s capital. According to
state media reports, Volodin is
expected to attend the inaugu-
ration of a newly constructed
memorial dedicated to North
Korean soldiers who report-
edly lost their lives while sup-
porting Russian efforts in the
war in Ukraine.

The Russian defence minis-
try stated that Belousov will
engage in discussions with
North Korea’s senior leader-
ship and military officials
during his visit. He is also
scheduled to participate in
ceremonial and commemora-
tive events, underscoring the
symbolic and strategic impor-
tance of the trip.

In a parallel development,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin sent a formal message
to North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un on the occasion of
the memorial’s opening. In
his message, Putin expressed
gratitude toward Kim and
North Korean forces for their
alleged role in assisting Rus-

sia in countering a Ukrainian
incursion into the Kursk re-
gion. He also emphasized
confidence in the continued
growth of bilateral ties.

Relations between Moscow
and Pyongyang have signifi-
cantly strengthened over the
past few years, particularly
since 2023. A key milestone
was the meeting between Pu-
tin and Kim in June 2024,
during which both leaders
signed a comprehensive stra-
tegic agreement that includes
a mutual defence pact. This
agreement has laid the foun-
dation for expanded coopera-
tion in military, political, and
economic domains.

The growing alignment be-
tween Russia and North Ko-
rea has drawn attention from
the international community,
especially amid the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine. Analysts
suggest that such high-level
visits reflect a broader effort
by both nations to consolidate
alliances and counterbalance
Western influence.

As Belousov’s visit unfolds,
observers will closely watch
for any announcements or
agreements that may further
deepen military collaboration
between the two countries,
potentially reshaping regional
and global security dynamics.

Swiz angers Italy by
claiming costs of treating
Crans-Montana fire victims

ZURICH

Switzerland will charge Rome
for the costs its health system
sustained to treat Italian na-
tionals wounded in the New
Year's Eve fire at the
Crans-Montana ski resort,
which claimed 41 lives, the
government's office in charge
of social insurance matters
said.

The expense claim adds
further strain to the relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries, with Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni on Friday de-
scribing the move as disgrace-
ful following news that the
families of the fire victims
had been billed.

In a statement to Reuters
late on Saturday, the Federal
Social Insurance Office
(FSIO) confirmed plans for
Switzerland to recoup the
money spent on hospital treat-
ment, though not from the
families of the victims.

The FSIO said that, under
current agreements between
the EU member states and
Switzerland, the victims
would receive an invoice only
for verification purposes and
the costs charged to the rele-
vant foreign health insurer.

A spokesperson later clari-
fied that in Italy's case that

would be the health ministry.

Meloni said in a post on
Facebook late on Friday:
Should this disgraceful re-
quest be made formally, I
hereby announce that Italy
will reject it outright and will
not act upon it in any way.

I have faith in the Swiss au-
thorities' sense of responsibil-
ity and hope that the report
will prove to be entirely un-
founded, she added.

Switzerland is asking for
more than 100,000 Swiss
francs ($127,000) in refunds
for four Italian nationals treat-
ed for just one day at the Sion
hospital after the blaze, Italian
ambassador to Switzerland
Gian Lorenzo Cornado was
quoted as saying on Saturday
by news agency ANSA.

Cornado added Swiss pa-
tients wounded in the
Cans-Montana fire have been
treated for months at the
Niguarda hospital in Milan,
northern Italy, and that Italy
sent a civil protection helicop-
ter to assist with rescue oper-
ations without asking for any
money.

UK tightens security ahead of King Charles’ US visit

LONDON

The British government has
reaffirmed its close coordi-
nation with United States
security agencies ahead of
King Charles III” upcoming
visit, following a shooting
incident in Washington that
triggered heightened safety
concerns.

Officials emphasized that
extensive preparations are
underway to ensure the
monarch’s security during
the high-profile trip.

The reassurance comes af-
ter a security scare at a ma-
jor political event in Wash-

ington, where Donald Trump
and Melania Trump were
escorted to safety by Secret
Service agents after gunfire
erupted near the venue. The
incident has prompted re-
newed scrutiny of protective
arrangements for global
leaders visiting the United
States.

Speaking to media, Darren
Jones stated that both the
British government and
Buckingham Palace are
treating the monarch’s safety
with the highest level of se-
riousness. He confirmed that
British and American securi-
ty services are working in

close coordination and will
continue to do so in the days
leading up to the visit.

King Charles I1I, accom-
panied by Queen Camilla, is

scheduled to arrive in the
United States on Monday for
a four-day official trip. The
visit is expected to include a
private meeting with Presi-

dent Trump as well as an
address to the United States
Congress.

The timing of the trip car-
ries symbolic importance, as
it coincides with the 250th
anniversary of the United
States’ declaration of inde-
pendence from British rule.
The visit is being closely
watched as a moment of dip-
lomatic significance, reflect-
ing the enduring relationship
between the two nations
despite their historical
differences.

Security experts note that
incidents such as the recent
shooting highlight the com-

plex challenges involved in
safeguarding high-profile
figures during international
engagements. The coordina-
tion between intelligence
agencies, law enforcement,
and diplomatic teams is seen
as critical to mitigating
risks.

As preparations continue,
British officials remain con-
fident that comprehensive
measures will be in place to
ensure the smooth and se-
cure conduct of the royal
visit, even as heightened
vigilance remains a top pri-
ority in light of recent
events.
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THE MONK AND THE TRILLIONAIRE

hat Does It Mean
to Live Well? In to-
day’s world—where

success is loudly cel-
ebrated and spirituality is qui-
etly rising—what does it real-
ly mean to be rich? What
does it mean to have nothing?
And most importantly, how
does one find balance be-
tween these two extremes? In
an age where success is mea-
sured in valuations and visi-
bility, the idea of “having it
all” has never been more se-
ductive—or more complicat-
ed. At one end stands the
modern trillionaire: powerful,
influential, and capable of
shaping industries and econo-
mies. At the other, a monk:
owning nothing, removed
from ambition, yet deeply an-
chored in peace.

Both lives hold value. Both
come with a cost. The trillion-
aire’s world is one of scale
and speed. Problems are
solved instantly. Access is un-
limited. Comfort is engi-
neered to perfection. There is
the ability to create jobs, in-
fluence systems, and build a
legacy that outlives genera-
tions. This path demands dis-
cipline, intelligence, and re-
silience—qualities that de-
serve recognition. But be-
neath that success lies a qui-
eter tension.

With great wealth comes
constant responsibility. Assets
must be protected. Decisions

carry enormous consequenc-
es. Relationships can become
transactional, where trust is
often questioned rather than
assumed. Privacy is rare.
Even generosity is scru-
tinised, often seen as strategy
rather than sincerity.

Over time, abundance can
begin to feel less like freedom
and more like weight. The
monk lives differently. There
are no balance sheets, no ne-
gotiations, no expectations to
uphold. The day unfolds sim-
ply—through prayer, service,
and silence.

There is little to manage
and even less to lose. Yet
within that simplicity lies
something increasingly rare: a
steady mind.

The monk’s wealth is inter-
nal. It is found in presence
rather than possession, in
awareness rather than accu-
mulation. Free from the pres-
sure to achieve or maintain
status, there is space for clar-
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ity—and often, a deeper sense
of contentment. This contrast
raises an uncomfortable ques-
tion: if both lives are inten-
tional, why does one seem to
strive endlessly while the oth-
er rests? For many, this is not
just philosophical—it is per-
sonal.

I find myself standing be-
tween these two worlds. I
have lived with very little and
experienced a kind of quiet
completeness that is hard to
explain but impossible to ig-
nore. In those moments, peace
came easily. Gratitude was
natural. Sleep was undis-
turbed.

And yet, there is another
side that calls me back—the
world of business, of build-
ing, of movement and mea-
surable growth. It offers pur-
pose, momentum, and the
ability to create impact. But it
also brings long days, restless
nights, and the subtle cost of
constant striving. One life of-

fers stillness without financial
certainty.

The other offers financial
certainty without guaranteed
stillness.

The dilemma is not be-
tween good and bad—but be-
tween two very different defi-
nitions of a life well lived.
There is, however, a third
way—one that does not de-
mand choosing between the
monk and the trillionaire. Ma-
terial success, when ap-
proached with awareness, can
become a powerful tool rather
than a burden. It allows one to
create opportunities, support
others, and contribute mean-
ingfully to the world.

At the same time, a spiritual
foundation offers clarity,
grounding, and resilience—
ensuring that success does not
come at the cost of one’s in-
ner life. The balance lies not
in abandoning ambition, but
in refining it. To build without
attachment to achieve without
losing perspective. To create
space for stillness—even within
movement. Because most peo-
ple cannot—and need not—
walk away from their lives to
find peace. The real work is
learning to re

main centred while fully en-

gaged with the world.
To work without losing rest. To
earn without losing perspective.
To succeed without losing one-
self. Because in the end, true
wealth may not be measured by
what we accumulate—but by
how deeply we are anchored
within ourselves.

INFORMATION
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STRICKEN ON STILLNESS — A
Quiet Revolution in Faith, Patience,
and Divine Timing

Pradivya Nambiar

n today’s world, being
busy is worn like a badge

of honour. Full calendars,
constant notifications, back-
to-back conversations—
these have quietly become
the measure of a “produc-
tive” life. To pause, to sit
without agenda, to have
empty time... is often seen
as laziness.
Somewhere
along the way,
we were condi-
tioned to be-
lieve that still-
ness means
falling behind.
But if we look
closely, that
belief deserves
to be ques-
tioned. Not ev-
erything valuable comes
from constant movement. In
fact, some of the most im-
portant decisions, ideas, and
shifts in life don’t happen in
the middle of noise—they
emerge in moments where
there is space to think, to ob-
serve, and to simply be. Yet,
these are the very moments

we’ve trained ourselves to
avoid. The instant there is
silence, we reach for a
screen. The moment there is
a gap, we fill it. The second
things slow down, we as-
sume something is wrong.
What if nothing is wrong?
What if that pause is not
emptiness—but a different
kind of work taking place?
Across cultures and time,

SKENION STILL
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A Quiet Revolutio
in Faith, Pa

those who have had the
deepest clarity—whether
thinkers, creators, or spiritual
masters—have all shared one
thing in common: the ability
to sit with themselves with-
out distraction. Not as an es-
cape from life, but as a way
to understand it more clearly.
Stillness is not about with-
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drawing from responsibility.
It is about stepping out of
constant reaction. It allows
you to see patterns you
would otherwise miss. It
gives decisions time to ma-
ture instead of being rushed.
It creates a distance between
you and the noise, so you
can choose rather than sim-
ply respond. And perhaps
most importantly—it re-
moves the
pressure to
constantly
prove that you
are “doing
something.”
Because not all
progress is vis-
ible. Some of it
is internal.
Some of it is
quiet. And
some of it only
makes sense in hindsight. In
a society that celebrates
speed, choosing stillness can
feel unnatural. But it may
also be one of the most nec-
essary corrections of our
time. Not everything in life
needs to be chased. Some
things require you to slow
down long enough...

THE FEVERED GIANT: NAVIGATING THE ERA OF
ER EL NINO IN INDIA

THE SUP

or centuries, the Indian
Fmonsoon has been de-

scribed as the "real Fi-
nance Minister" of the coun-
try. It is a rhythmic, seasonal
heartbeat that dictates the
pulse of the economy, the
contents of the dinner plate,
and the survival of millions.
However, that heartbeat is be-
coming increasingly erratic.
Standing at the center of this
disruption is a climate phe-
nomenon born thousands of
miles away in the tropical Pa-
cific: the Super El Niflo. When
the Pacific Ocean warms to
extraordinary levels, it trig-

Fields of Dust: The Agricultural Toll
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gers a domino effect that re-
shapes the atmosphere.

For India, this "fever" in the
ocean translates to a parched
landscape, economic strain,
and a fundamental challenge
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to public health. Understand-
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The Atmospheric Hijack: Reshaping the Monsoon

Super El Niflo isn't just
a slightly warmer year;

it is a systemic over-

haul of global weather pat-
i terns.

Typically, the monsoon is

i driven by a pressure gradient
i that pulls moist air from the
i Indian Ocean toward the sub-
i continent.

A Super El Nifio weakens

this mechanism by shifting

ing the Super El Nifio is no
longer just a task for meteo- :
rologists; it is a necessity for i
every citizen living under its :

shadow.

the pre-monsoon heat starts ear-
i lier and lasts longer, with tem-

the monsoon fails, the impact is immediate and devastating. The timing of a Super El :

ﬁ griculture remains the backbone of rural India, employing nearly half the workforce. When

Nifio often coincides with the Kharif (summer) sowing season, leaving farmers staring at

cracked earth.

The primary victims are water-in-
tensive crops. Rice, sugarcane, and
maize yields often plummet. Puls-
es and oilseeds, which are heavily
dependent on rain-fed irrigation,
see significant production drops.

FINAL THOUGHTS: A Shielding the Nation: Government Preparedness

CALL FOR COLLECTIVE

RESILIENCE

he Super El Nifio is a
I formidable adversary,
but it is not an invinci-
ble one. It exposes the frac-
tures in our systems—from
our aging power grids to our
over-reliance on groundwa-
ter. However, it also offers
an opportunity to innovate.
As we look toward a future
where these events may be-
come more common, the
goal must be to build a "Cli-
mate-Smart India.

infinite resource, and view-

ing climate adaptation not as :
a cost, but as an investment :

in our collective future.

The monsoon will always

be India’s lifeblood.

By respecting its cycles i

and preparing for its dismp_ 'i . .~ . . " . " " 1 "
i Managing a Super El Nifio requires a multi-pronged strategy that moves from "relief" to "resilience.

even when the Pacific warms :
and the rains falter, the spirit :
of the nation remains resil- :
ient. The era of the Super El
Nifo is here; how we re- :

tions, we can ensure that

As yields shrink, farmer incomes evaporate.
Many small-scale farmers operate on thin
margins, and a single failed season can lead

to a cycle of debt. The psychological toll is
equally heavy, as rural communities grapple
with the uncertainty of their primary livelihood.

Early Warning Systems: The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has significantly improved its forecasting
accuracy, giving farmers and city planners more time to prepare.

Crop Insurance: Schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana are crucial for cushioning farmers against total

financial ruin.

dehydration, and a spike

! The Urban Heat Island Effect: In cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru,
concrete structures trap heat, making nights almost as oppressive as days.

i Vector-Borne Diseases: Stagnant water during dry spells and erratic rain bursts can

N
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i atmospheric circulation.

Weakened Low-Pressure Systems: The phenomenon suppresses the formation of low-pressure areas in the Bay
of Bengal, which are essential for distributing rain across Central and Northern India.

Rainfall Deficits: Historically, Super El Nifio years have seen monsoon deficits exceeding 10% to 15%, leading to

widespread drought conditions.

Erratic Distribution: Even when rain does fall, it often comes in short, violent bursts rather than steady, nourishing

showers. This leads to the paradox of simultaneous floods and droughts in different states.

A Nation Under Heat: Public
Health Risks

he Super El Niflo acts as
a force multiplier for
heatwaves. In these years,

Investing in micro-irrigation
like drip systems can save
up to 40% water in farming.
Diversifying crops beyond
rice and wheat reduces water
stress. Urban greening, in-
cluding protecting wetlands,
helps cities stay cooler and
absorb excess water.

peratures frequently breaching
45°C across the Indo-Gangetic
plains.

Heat Stress and Mortality:

Prolonged exposure to extreme
heat leads to heatstroke,

incardiovascularemergencies.
Strategic Pointers for
Future Resilienc

create breeding grounds for mosquitoes, leading to outbreaks of Dengue and Malaria. o
* Investment in Micro-

Irrigation: Shifting from
flood irrigation to drip
systems can save up to
40% of water in
agriculture.

* Diversifying the Food
Basket: Reducing the
national obsession with
rice and wheat can lower
the pressure on water

Shielding Nation from Super El Nifio Risks

India is strengthening its preparedness to tackle the growing
threat of a Super El Nifio with a shift from relief to long-term
resilience. Improved early warning systems by the Indian Me-
teorological Department (IMD) now provide timely forecasts,
helping farmers and urban planners take preventive steps. Crop
protection schemes like the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
offer financial security to farmers facing climate-related losses.

» Urban Greening: Cities
must mandate green
belts and protect existing
wetlands to act as natural
“sponges” and “coolants.”

«Strengthening Social
Safety Nets: Ensuring that
the most vulnerable—dai-
ly wage earners and small
farmers—have access to
immediate financial aid
during extreme weather

" This involves a shift in  spond will define the pros- : ) events.
mindset: seeing water as a  perity of the coming genera- ;|  Disaster Management: States are increasingly adopting “Heat Action Plans,” which include setting up cooling
finite treasure rather than an  tions. i centers, adjusting school timings, and ensuring water availability in public spaces.
o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o o6 o
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- U.S. Consumer Sentiment Hits Record Low
' Amid Inflation Fears Linked to Iran Conflict

Consumer confidence in the United States has dropped to its lowest level on record in April, as households remain

Musk on White House
correspondents’
dinner shooting

Washington
A shooting incident at the
annual White House Cor-
respondents’ Dinner has
triggered widespread
concern over political vio-
lence in the United States,
with billionaire entrepre-
neur Elon Musk issuing a
sharp reaction to the at-
tack. Musk took to social
media platform X to con-
demn the incident, saying
it reflected a dangerous
trend. They are willing to
die to kill the democrati-
cally elected president, he
wrote, referring to the
shooting that disrupted
the high-profile gathering
attended by Donald
Trump and senior US offi-
cials. The incident unfold-
ed at the Washington
Hilton hotel in Washing-
ton, D.C., where a 31-year-
old suspect allegedly
armed with multiple
weapons, including a
shotgun and handgun, at-
tempted to breach a Se-
cret Service checkpoint.

Piyush Goyal to meet
exporters as West Asia
crisis hits shipments

New Delhi
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
will hold a crucial meet-
ing with export promo-
tion councils and indus-
try bodies on April 27 to
discuss strategies to
boost outbound ship-
ments, amid growing
concerns over declining
exports and geopolitical
disruptions. The meet-
ing comes at a time
when Indian exporters
are facing headwinds
due to the ongoing ten-
sions in West Asia, trig-
gered by the conflict in-
volving the US, Israel
and Iran. Industry sourc-
es said the situation has
disrupted trade routes,
with shipping compa-
nies becoming increas-
ingly reluctant to oper-
ate in parts of the Mid-
dle East, a key destina-
tion for Indian exports.
The interaction with ex-
porters will take place
shortly after India and
New Zealand sign their
much-anticipated free
trade agreement at
Bharat Mandapam.

Titan eyes Rs 800 crore
sports watch market
with Zero Hour launch

New Delhi
Titan Company is look-
ing to tap into India’s
growing performance
sports watch segment,
pegged at around Rs
800 crore, with the
launch of its new sub-
brand ‘Zero Hour’. Ac-
cording to Rahul Shukla,
Vice President and Chief
Sales and Marketing Of-
ficer of Titan’s watches
division, the segment is
expanding at a healthy
13-14% CAGR, driven by
a younger demographic
and increasing focus on
fitness-oriented pur-
chases. As part of its en-
try into this space, Titan
has introduced a range
of professional diving
watches with water re-
sistance levels from 100
to 500 metres, priced
between Rs 15,795 and
Rs 77995. The company
aims to position these
offerings competitively
against global brands
while maintaining af-
fordability. Shukla high-
lighted that Titan plans
to expand further into
performance categories,
including field and pilot
watches. The move
aligns with Titan’s
broader ambition to
scale its watches busi-
ness to $1billion by
FY27 and $2 billion by
FY30, amid a Rs 26,000
crore domestic watch
market.

WASHINGTON

According to the University
of Michigan’s Surveys of
Consumers, the Consumer
Sentiment Index fell to a fi-
nal reading of 49.8 in April.
Although this figure was
slightly higher than the pre-
liminary estimate of 47.6
earlier in the month, it still
marks the lowest level ever
recorded. Economists had
expected a modest improve-
ment to 48.0, but the data
reflects a broader decline in
confidence compared to
March’s reading of 53.3.

deeply concerned about rising prices despite a ceasefire in the conflict with Iran.

The drop in sentiment was
observed across political af-
filiations and among individ-
uals with stock market in-
vestments, indicating wide-
spread concern about
the economic outlook. Ana-
lysts suggest that the ongo-
ing effects of the Iran con-
flict have played a central
role in shaping consumer
perceptions.

Disruptions in global ener-
gy supply have been a key
factor. The conflict has af-
fected shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical
passage for global oil and

gas transport. As a result, oil
prices have surged, leading
to higher costs for gasoline
and diesel in the United

States. In addition, prices for
essential commodities such
as fertilizers, petrochemicals,
and aluminum have also

risen, raising concerns
about broader inflationary
pressures.

Iran effectively restricted
access to the strait following
the outbreak of hostilities on
February 28. While Donald
Trump recently extended a
ceasefire with Iran indefi-
nitely, a U.S. naval blockade
on Iranian ports remains in
place, continuing to strain
supply chains and energy
markets.

Joanne Hsu noted that con-
sumers are primarily reacting
to tangible economic impacts
rather than diplomatic devel-

opments. She explained that
rising fuel prices and the po-
tential for further cost in-
creases are shaping house-
hold expectations more than
ceasefire announcements or
military shifts.

The data underscores a key
challenge for policymakers:
restoring consumer confi-
dence in an environment
where global conflicts are
directly influencing domestic
economic conditions. Until
energy prices stabilize and
supply constraints ease, sen-
timent is likely to remain
under pressure.

India Aims for Global Leadership in
Emerging Technologles Says Jitendra Singh

NEW DELHI

Addressing a global gathering
of technology leaders, Singh
emphasized the need for India
to transition from a technolo-
gy consumer to a creator and
innovator.

Speaking virtually at the
PAN-IIT Alumni Conference
in Los Angeles, Singh high-
lighted that India stands at a
crucial turning point in its
development journey. He
stressed that achieving tech-
nological sovereignty is es-
sential not only for economic
growth but also for safe-
guarding long-term strategic
interests.

Singh linked this vision to
India’s broader national goal
of becoming a developed na-
tion by 2047. He noted that
science, technology, and inno-
vation will serve as the foun-
dation for this transformation,

India must position itself
as a global leader in
critical and emerging
technologies to secure
its technological
independence and
strengthen its role in the
evolving world order,
Union Minister of State
Jitendra Singh said on
Sunday.

enabling India to expand its
global influence while
strengthening domestic capa-
bilities.

The minister pointed to sev-

eral areas where India has al-
ready made significant
strides. These include ad-
vancements in the country’s
space program, rapid develop-
ments in biotechnology, and
the rise of deep-tech startups.
According to Singh, such
progress demonstrates India’s
growing ability to compete in
high-impact global sectors.
He also underscored the im-
portance of the Indian diaspo-
ra, particularly alumni of the
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy, in bridging India with
global innovation ecosystems.
Their contributions through
investments, mentorship, and
collaborations have played a
key role in accelerating In-
dia’s technological and
economic growth.
Acknowledging the legacy
of II'Ts, Singh noted that their
graduates have gone on to
lead multinational corpora-

tions, drive advanced re-
search and influence policy
decisions worldwide. How-
ever, he emphasized that the
next phase of growth will
depend on identifying
and investing in frontier
technologies.

Key sectors highlighted by
the minister include semicon-
ductors, artificial intelligence,
robotics, and quantum tech-
nologies. He stated that these
domains will be critical for
ensuring national security, en-
hancing economic resilience,
and maintaining global com-
petitiveness in the years
ahead.

Singh concluded by urging
stakeholders to work collec-
tively to position India at the
forefront of innovation, ensur-
ing that the country not only
participates in but actively
shapes the future of global
technology.

India and New Zealand are poised to deepen their economic partnership as Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and New Zealand’s Trade and Investment Minister Todd McClay engaged
with industry leaders in Agra ahead of the signing of a landmark Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

India, New Zealand Strengthen Trade Ties
as FTA Set to Unlock New Opportunities

NEW DELHI

The development is expected
to significantly boost bilateral
trade and investment. During
their visit to Agra, the minis-
ters interacted with represen-
tatives from key sectors in-
cluding leather and footwear,
AYUSH, pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, light engi-
neering, and sports goods.
The engagement highlighted
the importance of collabora-
tion between businesses from
both nations in driving eco-
nomic growth and innovation.

Goyal described the inter-
action as productive and also
launched the Agra: World
Capital of Footwear brand
campaign. The initiative aims
to showcase the craftsman-
ship of local artisans and
women entrepreneurs while
positioning Agra as a global
hub for footwear sourcing,
exports, and employment gen-
eration.

The upcoming India-New

Zealand FTA is being seen as
a major milestone that will
unlock new opportunities
across sectors. According to
Goyal, the agreement aligns
with the broader vision of Na-
rendra Modi to build stronger,
people-centric international
partnerships while enhancing
economic prospects for farm-
ers, small businesses, and
skilled professionals.

Under the agreement, New
Zealand will eliminate tariffs
on 100 percent of Indian ex-
ports, providing immediate
duty-free access across all tar-
iff lines. This marks a signifi-
cant shift from the current

structure, where tariffs of
around 10 percent apply to
several Indian goods such as
textiles, leather products, ce-
ramics, carpets, and automo-
bile components. In return,
India will reduce or remove
tariffs on 95 percent of im-
ports from New Zealand,
while safeguarding sensitive
sectors like dairy and certain
agricultural products.

The FTA also includes a
substantial investment com-
mitment, with New Zealand
expected to invest approxi-
mately 20 billion dollars in
India over the next 15 years.
This provision is aimed at

strengthening infrastructure,
industry, and long-term eco-
nomic cooperation.

In addition, the agreement
introduces provisions to en-
hance mobility for students
and professionals. Indian stu-
dents will be allowed to work
part-time while studying in
New Zealand, along with ac-
cess to extended post-study
work visas. A quota of 5,000
visas has also been estab-
lished for skilled Indian pro-
fessionals across sectors such
as healthcare, engineering,
education, and information
technology.

McClay emphasized that
India remains a strategic pri-
ority for New Zealand and
encouraged businesses to ex-
plore joint ventures and in-
vestment opportunities. The
agreement is expected to ush-
er in a new phase of bilateral
relations, fostering trade ex-
pansion, talent exchange, and
deeper economic integration
between the two countries.

Gig workers’ body urges govt to enforce heatwave
protections amid rising temperatures

NEW DELHI

As scorching temperatures
grip large parts of India, a
national body representing
gig and platform workers
has urged the government to
introduce enforceable heat-
wave protections.

The Indian Federation of
App-Based Transport Work-
ers has written to the Minis-
try of Labour and Employ-
ment, seeking the introduc-
tion of binding safeguards
under the Code on Social
Security, 2020. The legisla-

tion governs social security
entitlements for gig and
platform workers across the
country.

In its letter, the federation
proposed a series of mea-
sures aimed at protecting
workers from the harsh im-
pact of heatwaves.

These include paid cool-
ing breaks during orange
and red heat alerts issued by
the India Meteorological
Department, along with
safeguards against penalties,
ID blocks, or reduced incen-
tives if workers pause duties

due to extreme heat.

The federation has also
called for mandatory access
to drinking water, oral rehy-
dration salts, and cooling
shelters for workers operat-
ing in high temperatures.

Additionally, it recom-
mended the introduction
of in-app emergency dis-
tress systems and public
compliance dashboards to
ensure accountability
among aggregators.

Highlighting the urgency
of the issue, IFAT noted
that delivery personnel,

ride-hailing drivers, and
home-service workers con-
tinue to operate under severe
heatwave conditions without
adequate protections, expos-
ing them to serious health
risks.

To strengthen its case, the
federation pointed to inter-
national examples, noting
that countries such as South
Korea, Singapore, France,
Japan, the United Arab
Emirates, and the US state
of California have already
implemented similar protec-
tions for platform workers.

Bangladesh startups face
funding crunch as
growth story loses steam

NEW DELHI

Bangladesh’s once-thriving
startup ecosystem is showing
clear signs of strain, with
funding drying up, companies
scaling back operations, and
even prominent firms strug-
gling to meet basic obliga-
tions like paying salaries, a
report has said.

The crisis came into sharp
focus in early March when
hundreds of employees pro-
tested outside the Jashore of-
fice of Chaldal over unpaid
wages, with some workers
claiming they had not been
paid for up to four months,
according to The Daily Star
report.

The episode has raised fresh
concerns about the health of a
sector that was once seen as a
symbol of the country’s digital
and economic rise.

Founded in 2013, Chaldal
had emerged as a pioneer of
online grocery delivery in
Bangladesh, becoming a
household name in urban
areas.

The company reportedly
raised around $40 million be-
tween 2015 and 2025 and ex-
panded aggressively, especial-
ly during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, when its annual reve-
nue surged to $55 million.

Chaldal’s troubles reflect a
broader downturn across the

startup ecosystem, which
flourished during the 2010s
with the rise of companies
such as bKash, ShopUp,
Pathao, and Shohoz.

Global firms like Uber and
foodpanda also entered the
market, drawn by rapid digital
adoption and strong economic
growth.

At its peak, Bangladesh had
over 1,200 active startups,
with nearly 200 new ventures
launching each year.

The sector attracted more
than $1.12 billion in funding
since 2010, largely driven by
foreign investors.

The high point came in
2021, when startups raised
over $434 million across 94
deals, including a landmark
$250 million investment in
bKash by SoftBank.

However, the momentum
has since slowed sharply. By
2024, annual funding dropped
to just $42 million across 41
deals, and in 2025, only 12
deals were recorded, bringing
in around $124 million, the
report stated.

Notably, nearly all of that
funding came from a single
$110 million deal backing
SILQ Group, formed through
the merger of ShopUp and
Saudi-based Sary. Industry
leaders said the downturn is
the result of both global and
domestic pressures.

Nepal’s new govt
probing infrastructure
deals signed with China

KATHMANDU

China has used its eco-
nomic ties with Nepal as a
stepping stone for political
interference in the Hima-
layan country, and several
deals signed with the
Asian giant are now being
looked into with the new
government taking over in
Kathmandu.

In recent years, China’s
growing role in Nepal has
moved beyond economic
cooperation into areas that
increasingly resemble stra-
tegic and political interfer-
ence. From diplo-
matic pressure on
issues related to
Tibet and Taiwan |
to attempts at in- |
fluencing internal *
decision-making, Beijing’s
footprint in Kathmandu
has expanded significantly,
according to an article
published by the Institute
for Conflict Research and
Resolution (ICRR), a Del-
hi-based think tank.

It points out that during
the tenure of K. P. Sharma
Oli, Nepal signed several
agreements with China,
which were projected as
transformative steps toward
economic independence.

However, these deals are
now being scrutinised by
the country’s new govern-
ment to investigate why

several China-linked proj-
ects initiated during the
Oli era were stalled, de-
layed or effectively
stopped without clear
reasons.

The new government
has also announced that no
new agreements with Chi-
na will be considered until
a full review of these proj-
ects is completed.

The turning point in Ne-
pal-China relations came
between 2016 and 2018,
when Nepal moved closer
to Beijing under the Belt
and Road Initiative. The

r=m Oli government
| projected these
agreements as a
historic opportuni-
ty to transform
Nepal into a re-
gional connectivity hub.
However, these infrastruc-
ture projects were not al-
ways backed by realistic
planning or financial clari-
ty, which sowed the seeds
for future delays and com-
plications.

In the list of stalled proj-
ects, the article lists the
Budhi Gandaki Hydro-
power Project, awarded to
China Gezhouba Group in
May 2017, which was can-
celled in November 2017,
reinstated in 2018 and has
remained effectively fro-
zen since 2022 with no
meaningful progress.
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Sudharsan’s 87 Powers Gujarat
Titans to Win Over CSK

Ruturaj Gaikwad’s unbeaten 74 goes in vain as GT win thriller match

CHENNAI

Gujarat Titans defeated Chen-
nai Super Kings by eight
wickets in a convincing IPL
2026 encounter at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium on
Sunday, riding on a superb
unbeaten knock from Sai Sud-
harsan and a strong start by
Shubman Gill.

CSK, batting first after los-
ing the toss, were restricted to
158 for 7 in 20 overs despite
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad an-
choring the innings with an
unbeaten 74 off 60 balls.

Gujarat Titans’ chase was
clinical, as Sudharsan
smashed 87 off 46 balls and
shared a match-winning part-
nership with Jos Buttler to
seal the win with 16 balls re-

maining.

Earlier, CSK’s middle order
collapsed under pressure from
Kagiso Rabada and Moham-
med Siraj, who shared five

wickets and broke the back-
bone of the batting lineup in
the powerplay.

The victory helped Gujarat
Titans strengthen their posi-

tion in the points table, while
CSK will need to regroup
quickly to keep their playoff
hopes alive in the tournament.

Sudharsan, who was named
Player of the Match, said he
was happy to contribute to the
team’s success and credited
the bowling unit for restrict-
ing CSK to a chaseable total.

Shubman Gill praised the
collective effort, stating that
the bowlers set the tone early
and the batters executed the
chase with discipline. CSK
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad ad-
mitted that the early collapse
cost them the game despite
his unbeaten effort.

GT now move up the table,
boosting their playoff chances
significantly after this import-
ant away win in Chennai.

skipper
credits
persistence,
hunger, aggressive
batting for national
team return

JAIPUR

Ishan Kishan has said that
only consistent perfor-
mances with the bat can
pave the way for a return to
the Indian team, reflecting
on his journey back into the
national setup after a chal-
lenging phase.

The wicketkeeper-bat-
ter, who was dropped in
2024 and lost his BCCI

central contract, made a
strong comeback in
2026 through impres-
sive domestic per-
formances. His
standout run in
the Syed Mush-
taq Ali Trophy
earned him a re-
call for the up-
coming ICC
Men's T20 World
Cup 2026.
Kishan said he
avoided self-

pity during his time away
from the team. Instead, he
focused entirely on improv-
ing his game and scoring
runs.

“It’s easy to feel bad
when you are out, but that
won’t take you anywhere.

Only runs can bring you Sooryavanshi and a
back,” he said, underlining  half-century from Dhruv
the importance of perfor- Jurel.

mance over emotions. He
stressed that consistency
remains the key to selec-
tion, adding that players
must push themselves to
achieve higher standards
season after season.
Kishan also highlighted
how his time away from in-
ternational cricket changed
his mindset. According to
him, being out of the team
made him value every op-
portunity more and in-
creased his hunger to per-
form. He added that he
worked on becoming a bet-

ter batter, even if it meant
adopting a more aggressive
approach at the crease.

In the match, Rajasthan
Royals posted a formidable
228/6, powered by a blister-
ing 103 off 37 balls by
young sensation Vaibhav

In reply, Sunrisers Hyder-
abad chased down the tar-
get in 18.3 overs, thanks to
a crucial 132-run partner-
ship between Kishan (74
off 31) and Abhishek Shar-
ma (57 off 29). Contribu-
tions from Heinrich Klaas-
en and Nitish Kumar Reddy
ensured a comfortable vic-
tory.

Kishan summed up his
journey by reiterating that
in cricket, comebacks are
always possible—but only
through consistent perfor-
mance.

.

Deepti’s maiden

five-wicket haul

powers Indiato
winover SA

JOHANNESBURG

Deepti Sharma delivered a bril-
liant all-round performance,
including her maiden
five-wicket haul in T20 Inter-
nationals, to guide India to a
14-run victory over South Afri-
ca women's cricket team in the
fourth match of the series.

Although South Africa had
already sealed the series 3-0,
India produced a spirited dis-
play to register a consolation
win. Batting first, India posted
185 for five, a competitive total
built on crucial middle-order
contributions. India’s innings
saw early setbacks with Shafa-
li Verma and Anushka Sharma
departing cheaply. However,
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur (22)
and Jemimah Rodrigues (43)
steadied the innings with a 55-
run partnership.

DC pacer suffers fall, traffic police ensure rapid emergency response

Ngidi stable after head injury, green
corridor speeds hospital transfer

NEW DELHI

Lungi Ngidi, pacer for Delhi
Capitals, is stable and expected
to be discharged soon after sus-
taining a head injury during an
Indian Premier League 2026
match against Punjab Kings.

The South African fast bowl-
er was taken off the field in an
ambulance after he fell awk-
wardly while attempting a
catch at the Arun Jaitley Stadi-
um. Ngidi misjudged a shot
from Punjab opener Priyansh
Arya off Axar Patel and landed
on his back, with the back of
his head hitting the ground,
leaving him in visible discom-
fort.

Medical staff rushed to his
aid immediately as he clutched
his head. Though conscious
and responsive, Ngidi com-
plained of headache and neck
pain and was stretchered off the
field for further evaluation. He
was transported to BLK-Max
Super Speciality Hospital for
treatment. According to IPL
officials, the 30-year-old under-
went a CT scan, which returned

X }

normal results. He is currently
under observation by a neuro-
surgeon, and if all parameters
remain stable, he is likely to be
discharged shortly. In the
meantime, Vipraj Nigam was
brought in as a concussion sub-
stitute.

The incident also saw swift
coordination by the Delhi Traf-
fic Police, who created a green
corridor to ensure the ambu-
lance’s rapid movement
through heavy traffic. Officials
said they received information
about the medical emergency
during the match and immedi-
ately coordinated with organ-
isers.

Under the supervision of
ACP Traffic (Central District)

>
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Sanjay Singh, a dedicated route
was cleared, allowing the am-
bulance to reach the hospital in
just 11 minutes despite peak-
hour congestion.

Players including Tristan
Stubbs, David Miller, and
coaches Ricky Ponting and
Hemang Badani were seen
checking on Ngidi as he was
taken off the field.

The timely medical response
and coordinated traffic effort
ensured that the player re-
ceived immediate care, high-
lighting the importance of
emergency preparedness
during high-pro-
file sport-
ing
events.

Vimalslams BWF scoring change, calls it ‘dilution” of badminton

NEW DELHI

Former India coach Vimal
Kumar has strongly criticised
the Badminton World Federa-
tion (BWF) for its decision to
overhaul the sport’s scoring
system, terming it a “dilution”
that fails to address core is-
sues.

The BWF recently ap-
proved a shift from the
long-standing 21-point
format to a 3x15 scor-
ing system during its
Annual General
Meeting in Horsens,
Denmark. The new sys-
tem is set to be implemented
from January 4, 2027, after

receiving the required two-
thirds majority support
from council members.

- Reacting sharply,

Vimal expressed deep
disappointment, argu-

ing that the existing
format ensured a fair
contest across different play-
ing styles, particularly in sin-

gles—the
format he
believes best
represents the
essence of
badminton.
“The 21-point
system reflects skill,
endurance, resilience
and mental strength.

KV Prabhakar inspires youth at Kolar

CH NEWS, KOLAR

Kanaka Basketball Club’s 38th

The Kanaka Basketball
Club in Kolar, established in
1958, continues its
long-standing legacy of pro-
moting sports and nurturing
young talent through sus-
tained training and compet-
itive exposure. Over the
years, the club has success-
fully organised more than
35 tournaments at district,
state, All India and South
Zone levels, earning a strong
reputation in the sporting
community. It also hosted a
successful state-level tourna-
ment in 2023.

Currently, the club is con-
ducting its 38th free summer
coaching camp, with more
than 120 children participat-
ing enthusiastically. The
camp aims to provide struc-
tured basketball training
along with physical fitness
and discipline to young aspi-
rants from the region.

As part of the daily sup-
port system, nutritional as-
sistance is being provided to
all participants. Milk is sup-
plied by Kolar Dairy, while
eggs and bananas are distrib-
uted by club office bearers.
Every Sunday, additional
snacks are also provided to
ensure the children receive
balanced nutrition during the
intensive training schedule.
The initiative has been made
possible under the guidance
of club president and Media
Advisor to the Chief Minis-

summer camp

ter K V Prabhakar, whose
leadership has been widely
appreciated by members and
parents of participants.

The programme held on
the day was attended by Ko-
lar District Basketball Asso-
ciation president and former
municipal council president
Shri Prakash as the chief
guest. Other dignitaries in-
cluded vice-president Gan-
ganna, secretary Ancha Ash-
wath, Bharath, Amar, Balu,
Praveen Kumar, Santosh

Singh, Vinay, and coaches
Raghavendra, Manjunath,
Kailash and Beerappa. Ad-
dressing the gathering, pres-
ident K V Prabhakar moti-
vated the young players to
utilise the opportunity fully
and develop discipline, ded-
ication, and sportsmanship.
The club continues to play a
key role in promoting bas-
ketball in the region and
building future athletes
through consistent commu-
nity-driven initiatives.

Fielding lapses, PowerPlay bowling cost DC: Venugopal Rao

NEW DELHI

Venugopal Rao has pointed to
poor catching and ineffective
PowerPlay bowling as the
main reasons behind Delhi
Capitals’ six-wicket loss to
Punjab Kings in the Indian
Premier League 2026.

Despite posting a record
264 for two, powered by a
sensational unbeaten 152 from
KL Rahul, Delhi Capitals
failed to defend the total at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium. Punjab
Kings chased down the target
with seven balls to spare in a
high-scoring encounter.

Rao expressed disappoint-
ment over his team’s fielding,
which he described as a deci-

sive factor. “Fielding let us
down. We dropped almost six
catches today. When you are
dropping chances at crucial
moments, especially of play-
ers like Prabhsimran Singh,
Priyansh Arya, and Shreyas
Iyer, you won’t win matches
like these,” he said.

The missed opportunities
proved costly as the Punjab
batters capitalised fully, turn-
ing the game in their favour.

Rao emphasised that such
lapses in high-pressure match-
es can undo even the strongest
batting performances. Another
major concern was Delhi’s
bowling during the Power-
Play. The hosts conceded a
staggering 116 runs without
taking a wicket in the first six
overs, allowing Punjab’s
openers to dominate from the
outset. Rao noted that the ear-
ly momentum gained by the
opposition made it difficult
for his team to regain control
later in the innings.

He also highlighted the ab-
sence of Lungi Ngidi, who left
the field due to injury during
the chase, as a significant set-
back.

Dhoni fit but
delaying returnto
avoid disrupting CSK
combination: Report

CHENNAI

MS Dhoni is reportedly fit
again after recovering from a
calf injury but has chosen to
delay his return for Chennai
Super Kings in the Indian Pre-
mier League 2026 to avoid
disturbing the team combina-
tion. According to reports, the
44-year-old has successfully
completed his fitness test and
has been actively participating
in practice sessions, including
wicketkeeping drills. However,
he - is said
t0 W ST
be ' :
reluc-
tant to replace a
younger player in the
playing XI, especially with the
team approaching crucial fix-
tures, including their clash
against Gujarat Titans.
Dhoni, who has missed mul-

ti- ple matches this season
..« after suffering the
s injury in late
March, remains a
central figure in
discussions around
the franchise. De-
spite his absence,
the decision
regarding
his return
report-
edly
rests
entire-
Iy
- with
him.

BENGALURU

Devdutt Padikkal has un-
derlined the value of sim-
plicity and self-belief in
scripting a remarkable rise
from domestic dominance
to impactful performances
in the Indian Premier
League 2026. The stylish
left-hander, representing
Royal Challengers Bengal-
uru, has carried his prolific
domestic form into the IPL,
emerging as a key contrib-
utor this season. His con-
sistency across formats

earlier in the year laid
the foundation,

with impressive
numbers in the Ranji Tro-
phy, Vijay Hazare Trophy,
and Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy. Padikkal’s recent 27-
ball 55 against Gujarat
Titans at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium show-
cased his evolution as a
batter. While Virat Kohli
starred with a com-
manding 81, Padikkal’s

PADIKKAL'S RISE:

From domestic
dominance to IPL impact

innings stood out for its
blend of elegance and con-
trolled aggression, high-
lighted by a flurry of six-
es—an aspect he admits is
not usually his strength.
“The biggest plus for me is
the number of sixes I hit,”
Padikkal said, reflecting on
what he described as one of
his best IPL knocks so far.

i

X8

City Hilights (English Daily) published by P. Sunil Kumar (Publisher) on behalf of Inmaculate Broadcasting Consortium World News (P) Ltd., No. 18, JRV Court, Queens’s Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and printed at Manipal Media Network Limited
Opp. Govt School, Kempalinganahalli, Near Kunigal Cross, Nelamangala TQ, Bangalore Rural Dist. -562123, Printed at No-7/2 plot no.CA-3/1,28(p)&29(p) Kapanoor 2nd Stage Industrial Area Kapnoor Village Kalaburagi -585104. Printed at S. J. R. V. Printers,
No. 208 Plot No. B-019 KSSIDC Industrial Area, Irfan Ahamed Khan Pathan, 4th Main Road Gamanagatti, Hubballi-Dharwad — 580025. and Elegant Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. No. 5-61/1, Shed No. M-6, Yeyyadi Industrial Estate, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008.
(RNI'No: KARENG / 2015 / 63243), Regd. No. BGGPO-2581/2017-2019 Posted at Bengaluru PSO-560026 Email - cityhilights.news@gmail.com Phone: 080-41209042. Copyright. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.




