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He says all stakeholders need to find solutions to issues of sugarcane growers.

Mills’ MSP plea pending
for 7 years: Jarkiholi

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar on Monday held high-lev-
el meetings in Belagavi to ad-
dress a brewing agrarian crisis,
engaging separately with sugar
factory owners, local MLA:s,
and farmer representatives to
break an ongoing deadlock
over minimum support prices
(MSP) and pending industrial
dues.

The high-stakes delibera-
tions follow mounting pres-
sure from agricultural unions
and come in the wake of
widespread concerns raised by
farmers during the CM’s re-
cent visit to Kittur.

Addressing a meeting of
sugar factory owners at Suvar-
na Soudha here, he said facto-
ry owners had failed to win
the confidence of farmers,
forcing the government to in-
tervene amid growing pro-
tests. He said he had visited
Kittur during the agitation to
meet farmers and hear their
grievances recently.

“Farmers’ livelihoods are
more important to us than
politics. This is not a politi-
cal meeting. There are other

! Belagavi talks

Growers, mill owners and MLAs met the CM separately
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A packed hall at the meetings in Belagavi on Monday.

platforms for politics. We
have gathered here to find a
solution and help farmers
survive,” he said.

He urged sugar factory
owners to take farmers into
confidence and work with
the state government to re-
solve the ongoing sugarcane
price crisis, stressing that
protecting farmers’ liveli-
hoods was the government’s
responsibility.

He said he had spoken to
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
and the Maharashtra Chief
Minister as part of efforts to
find a solution, indicating that
the crisis required coordina-
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starts

tion beyond the State govern-
ment.

Shivakumar pointed out that
Joshi, who handles the sugar
portfolio at the Centre, was
also from Karnataka but could
not take decisions exclusively
for the State, as the issue in-
volved broader national con-

‘ The state

government will not
take sides in the issues
facing sugarcane farmers
and sugar mills, and will
work towards a solution
that protects the interests
of both stakeholders.”

— D.K. Shivakumar,
Chief Minister
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siderations. “We must under-
stand the ground realities and
discuss the problems with an
open mind. Our objective is to
find a solution that safeguards
farmers’ interests.”

The meeting was attended
by the Advocate General and

officials of the Finance De-
partment, among others, sig-
nalling the government’s ef-
forts to examine the financial
and legal aspects of the issue.

‘Decision after
discussing with
everyone’

Addressing the media after the
meetings, he said safeguard-
ing the welfare of cultivators
remains the administration’s
primary obligation, while ac-
knowledging that the griev-
ances of sugar mill owners
must also be heard.

“I have asked the opinions
of officers and MLAs, the
MLAs and farmer representa-
tives. The farmers’ feelings
have been expressed in Kittur.
I’ve also listened to the facto-
ry owners’ suffering. A deci-
sion should be made after dis-
cussing with everyone. The
Centre should also be taken
into confidence,” the CM add-
ed.

The state is expected to fi-
nalise a roadmap following
the conclusion of the Chief
Minister’s back-to-back stake-
holder sessions in Belagavi on
Monday.

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

Public Works Department
Minister Satish Jarkiholi, who
owns a sugar factory, on Mon-
day said sugar mills, like farm-
ers, were facing unresolved
issues and urged the Union and
state governments to address
their concerns.

He told reporters after at-
tending the meeting at Suvarna
Soudha that sugar factories
had been seeking a revision of
the Minimum Selling Price
(MSP) for more than seven
years, but the demand re-
mained pending despite sever-
al representations. He argued
that a higher MSP would im-
prove mills’ liquidity and
strengthen their ability to pay
farmers.

He also highlighted out-
standing payments owed to
sugar factories by state power
companies for electricity sup-
plied to the grid through co-
generation units. Mill owners
have sought a 20-year power

purchase agreement with the
Karnataka government, along
with a reduction in water
charges, he said.

Welcoming Shivakumar’s
initiative to hold separate dis-
cussions with farmers and fac-
tory representatives, he said
the government should consid-
er the concerns of both stake-
holders and work towards a
mutually acceptable resolution.

With Jarkiholi and local ad-
ministrative teams coordinat-
ing discussions at the venue,
the state government is at-
tempting to formulate a bal-
anced compromise package.

Rahul acquitted in defamation
case over Shah remark

CH NEWS, SULTANPUR

A court in Uttar Pradesh’s Sul-
tanpur on Monday acquitted
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi in a defamation case
over his 2018 remarks referring
to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah as an accused in a murder
case.

Gandhi was present before

The court said the
remarks made by
Gandhi were not
defamatory in nature.

the court at the time of the pro-
nouncement of the verdict by
Additional Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate Shubham Verma. The
court said the remarks made by
Gandhi were not defamatory in
nature.

The criminal defamation case
under Sections 499 and 500 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
against Gandhi was filed by
BJP leader Vinay Mishra in
2018.

According to the com-
plainant, Gandhi, in a statement
made during the Karnataka
elections, had referred to Shah

as a murder accused. Gandh1
had made the following state-
ment in Bengaluru:

“People in India forget that
the president of BJP is a murder
accused. That’s the truth. The
party that talks about honesty,
decency, has a person who has
been accused of murder as pres-
ident.” Gandhi was referring to
the Sohrabuddin encounter
case, in which Shah was dis-
charged by a special CBI court
in 2014.

In 2023, Gandhi was convict-
ed and sentenced to two ayears’
imprisonment by a Gujarat
court in another defamation
case for his remark “all thieves
have Modi surname”, linking
PM Modi with fugitives like
Nirav Modi and Lalit Modi.

Senior Advocate R.S. Chee-
ma with advocates Kashi Shuk-
la, Tarannum Cheema, Prasanna
S. and Akash Singh represented
Gandhi.

NEW RAIL INSURANGE RULE

Workers trapped
at coal mine
in Bengal

KOLKATA

Tell Modi to sack CEC, protests will stop
in 30 seconds: Rahul Gandhi to traders

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

Several workers were trapped
around 50 metres underground
at a coal mine in West Bengal’s
Paschim Bardhaman district on
Monday after a technical glitch
in the pulley system halted the
movement of the lifting cage, a
senior official said.

Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL)
CMD Satish Jha said the inci-
dent happened at the Kumardi-
hi A underground mine after a
rope slipped off the pulley
drum, disrupting the mecha-
nism used to transport workers
in the cage.

“There were no casualties,
and food and water had been
supplied to the trapped work-
ers. Work was underway to
bring them out safely,” he said.
“The workers are stranded at a
depth of around 50 metres,
while the pulley system extends
to about 90 metres,” he added.

CM Suvendu Adhikari said
rescue operations were under-
way on a war footing. A team
of policemen was deployed at
the site, while senior district
administration officials were
also present, an official said.

10 lakh rail cover for 45 paise!

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

Passengers buying tickets
from railway reservation
counters will now also be able
to avail themselves of travel
insurance cover of up to 10
lakh for a premium of 45
paise.

This option will be avail-
able at all reservation count-
ers across the country from
October 27. Until now, the
facility was available only to
passengers booking tickets
online through IRCTC.

Following a recent Su-
preme Court order, the Rail-
ways has arranged to provide
the insurance option to pas-
sengers buying tickets offline
as well. The facility will also
be available at reservation
counters in the Bhopal rail-
way division. Opting for in-
surance will be voluntary.

The SC said that a large
number of passengers buy
tickets from station counters.
The Railways had been given
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sufficient time to provide in-
surance facilities to these pas-
sengers, but no steps were
taken in this regard. There-
fore, from October 27, 2026,
it has been made mandatory
to provide the insurance op-
tion to those buying reserved
tickets at counters as well.
The judgment was delivered
by a bench of Justice Ahsanu-

ddin Amanullah and Justice
R. Mahadevan. The next hear-
ing in the case will be held on
November 16, 2026. Saurabh
Kataria, Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Bho-
pal, appealed to passengers to
enter the correct mobile num-
ber while booking tickets and
make digital payments.

Verdict on petition after
Odisha rail accident

A petition was filed in the Su-
preme Court after the rail ac-
cident in Odisha in June
2023. It sought the imple-
mentation of a safety system
to prevent rail accidents and
the formation of a committee
to investigate them. During
the hearing, the court also
took note of other issues re-
lated to passenger safety.
These included foot over-
bridges at stations, installing
fencing around the tracks and
the lack of an insurance op-
tion for passengers who pur-
chase tickets at counters.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has rejected an appeal by Del-
hi’s business community to
postpone the Opposition’s No-
vember 1 rally at Ramlila
Maidan amid the festival
shopping season and in-
stead asked them to talk to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, if they wanted a
quick solution.

In a post on X, Gandhi said
they can stop their protest in
“30 seconds” only if PM Modi
“sacked” Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Kumar has been the main
target of the Opposition’s pro-
test over his handling of the
special intensive revision
(SIR) exercise and other is-
sues, including taking alleged
unilateral decisions even after
the two election commission-
ers who work with him “ob-
jected on record” to several
decisions taken by the poll
body allegedly without their
knowledge.

“To every trader in Delhi:
We love you and hear you.

RAMLILA

NOV1

RALLY

The government shut the
metro, sealed our roads
and locked down our cap-
ital. With a stolen vote
nothing is safe — your shop,
your savings, your children’s
future,” the Congress MP
who’s also Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
wrote in Hindi on X.

“Tell Modi to sack accused
no. 4, Gyanesh Kumar, and the
protests will stop in 30 sec-
onds,” he said.

CTI’s plea to Rahul
Gandhi’s comments came days
after the Chamber of Trade
and Industry (CTI) wrote to
him requesting that the Oppo-
sition bloc INDIA defer its
November 1 protest until after
November 10.

In a letter to Gandhi, CTI
chairman Brijesh Goyal

Modi govt using every possible trick
to protect Gyanesh Kumar: Kharge

NEW DELHI: Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
on Monday accused the Modi government of using

every possible means to protect Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar despite what
he described as “countless revelations of vote
theft”. In a post on X, Kharge said the Election
Commission had refused to disclose infor-

mation about the software used in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls under the

Right to Information (RTI) Act, citing “trade secrets”.
He reiterated his demand for Kumar’s resignation.

He urged people to join the ‘Dilli Chalo’ march on

November 1and attend a public rally against alleged

“vote chori” at Ramlila Maidan in Delhi. He said the
movement was not merely about protecting votes but
also about safeguarding democracy.

warned that holding a mass
political gathering at Ramlila
Maidan right before the fes-
tive peak could disrupt com-
mercial activity worth Rs
10,000 crore across the na-
tional capital.

Goyal said the rally’s venue
is next to Old Delhi’s busy
wholesale and retail hubs,
which typically record their

heaviest customer footfall in
the week leading up to the fes-
tival calendar. Dhanteras falls
on November 6, followed by
Diwali on November 8 and
Bhai Dooj on November 10.
The November 1 rally is
part of a long campaign by the
Opposition alliance to demand
the resignation of the chief
election commissioner.

Supreme Court to hear Karnataka’s
bike taxi appeal in mid-November

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day directed that the Karnata-
ka government’s appeal
against the high court order
permitting bike taxi opera-
tions in the state be listed in
the week commencing No-
vember 16.

A bench of Justices Satish
Chandra Sharma and N. Ko-
tiswar Singh also allowed
Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta, appearing for the Con-
gress-led state government,
time to file additional docu-
ments in the matter. Mehta
appeared virtually in the spe-
cial leave petition filed by the
state of Karnataka.

The state has engaged the
Solicitor General to challenge
the Karnataka High Court’s
January 23 judgment that lift-
ed the ban on bike taxi ser-
vices.

During the hearing, senior
advocate Shashank Garg, ap-
pearing for the Bike Taxi Rid-
ers Association, submitted

that the Union government
had issued circulars support-
ing the operators. “The Union
of India has taken a stand in
our favour, my Lord. There
are circulars in our favour,”
he told the court.

The bench observed that
Mehta could also appear for
the Union government and
place the correct position be-
fore it.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Uber, initially remarked that
Mehta could represent only
Karnataka as the Union gov-
ernment’s documents fa-
voured the bike taxi opera-
tors. He later clarified that
there was no objection to Me-
hta’s appearance.

Decisions on SIRs
unanimous: EC tells SC

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Monday told the
Supreme Court that all deci-
sions relating to the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls were taken unani-
mously by its three members,
rejecting allegations that Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar acted unilaterally
or that the poll panel violated
the law governing its deci-
sion-making process.

In a joint counter-affidavit
filed on behalf of the ECI, Ku-
mar and the two election com-
missioners, Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, the
poll panel has also denied
amending the statutory Form 6
used for enrolling new voters,
arguing that the additional dec-
laration required during the SIR
was a separate document pre-
scribed through its orders and
not a modification of the form
laid down under the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules, 1960.

The affidavit, filed on Mon-
day through Deputy Election
Commissioner Bhanu Prakash
Yeturu, asserts that the three
SIR orders issued on June 24,
2025, October 27, 2025, and
May 14, 2026, were issued in
accordance with unanimous de-
cisions of the Commission and
in compliance with Article 324
of the Constitution and Section
18 of the CEC and Other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act, 2023.

The response comes amid
allegations, based on media re-
ports, that Sandhu and Joshi
objected to Kumar’s decisions
on at least 14 occasions over 10
months, including on matters
relating to electoral-roll man-
agement, voter registration and
information technology. The
controversy has prompted peti-
tions seeking judicial scrutiny
of the Commission’s internal
decision-making, including
whether its nationwide SIR ex-
ercise was lawfully authorised.
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Elderly woman
living alone
murdered,

robbed

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 70-year-old woman liv-
ing alone was brutally
murdered and robbed in
the Hosaguddadahalli
area. The tragic incident
occurred when an
attacker struck her head
and neck, stealing gold
ornaments from a broken
cupboard and causing her
death from severe blood
loss. The crime came to
light when her tenant
arrived and alerted local
authorities. Police from
the Byatarayanapura sta-
tion quickly rushed to the
scene to investigate.
Officers are currently
reviewing nearby security
camera footage to track
down the culprit and
bring justice to the griev-
ing neighborhood.

Leader urges
Supreme Court
appeal over
reservation

CH NEWS, DEVANAHALLI

Former MP V.S. Ugrappa
has strongly urged the
state government to file a
Special Leave Petitionin
the Supreme Court. This
comes after the
Karnataka High Court
struck down the recent
increase in reservations
for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.
Speaking to reporters,
Ugrappa demanded con-
stitutional protection by
adding these demands to
the Ninth Schedule. He
also announced a peace-
ful protest during the
upcoming Valmiki Jayanti,
where community mem-
bers will wear black arm-
bands. The campaign
aims to raise awareness
and press both state and
central leaders for swift,
fair legal action.

Physicist
Ashoke Sen
wins Oskar
Klein Medal

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Renowned theoretical
physicist Professor
Ashoke Sen has made
history by becoming the
first Indian to win the
prestigious Oskar Klein
Medal for 2026. The ICTS
Bengaluru professor
received this global honor
for his revolutionary
research on string theory
and black holes. Awarded
annually by Stockholm
University and the Nobel
Committee, previous win-
ners include legendary
scientists like Stephen
Hawking and Peter Higgs.
Professor Sen’s ground-
breaking work on string
theory, S-duality, and
black hole entropy has
earned him worldwide
acclaim. This monumen-
tal achievement adds
another glorious chapter
to India’s rich scientific
history and legacy.

Government warns IT firms
over sidelining Kannadigas

The Karnataka government warned tech companies against sidelining
local talent, while facing pressure over a stalled job quota bill.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The ongoing controversy sur-
rounding the alleged margin-
alization of local talent in
Bengaluru’s booming technol-
ogy sector escalated sharply
as the state government issued
a stern warning to corporate
employers, declaring that dis-
crimination against Kannadi-
gas in employment will not be
tolerated. The strong stance
from the executive leadership
comes amidst mounting pub-
lic debate, even as critics
point out that a legislative bill
aimed at mandating private
sector job quotas for locals
has remained stalled for over
a year and a half.
Addressing reporters in
Bengaluru, Kannada and Cul-
ture Minister Shivaraj Tan-
gadagi asserted that there can
be no compromise on the
self-respect, dignity, and em-
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ployment rights of Kannad1—
gas on their native soil. Em-
phasizing that Bengaluru’s
status as India’s global tech-
nology capital rests heavily
on the intellectual capacity
and dedication of local youth,
Tangadagi drew a sharp line
between rejecting candidates
due to legitimate skill gaps
and outright denying employ-
ment solely because an appli-
cant’s mother tongue is Kan-
nada. Echoing these senti-
ments, Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar stressed that the
administration is fully com-
mitted to safeguarding local
opportunities. The govern-
ment urged citizens and job
seekers to formally lodge

complaints against any corpo-
rate entity found sidestepping
local talent, assuring swift
and stringent punitive mea-
sures.

However, the government’s
aggressive rhetorical posture
has reignited intense scrutiny
regarding its legislative fol-
low-through. Political observ-
ers and worker advocates note
that a proposed bill designed

‘ Thereisaclear

distinction between
rejecting a candidate for
lacking qualifications and
denying employment
simply because their
mother tongueis
Kannada.”

— Shivaraj Tangadagi, Kannada
and Culture Minister

to legally mandate job reser-
vations for Kannadigas in pri-

vate industries has languished
in administrative limbo for
the past eighteen months. The
initiative, initially spearhead-
ed by Minister Santosh Lad
during then Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s tenure to se-
cure substantial employment
percentages for locals, won
initial Cabinet approval be-
fore encountering sudden
roadblocks. Reports at the
time suggested that opposi-
tion from influential ministe-
rial quarters and intense cor-
porate pushback stalled its
passage.

As corporate leaders con-
tinue to debate skill develop-
ment requirements versus
mandatory hiring quotas, the
administration faces growing
pressure to translate its verbal
warnings into concrete, en-
forceable legal protections for
local job seekers across Kar-
nataka’s industrial landscape.

BEML builds South Indlas first Vande Bharat sleeper

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Marking a monumental tech-
nological leap in Indian rail-
way infrastructure, the highly
anticipated Bengaluru-Mum-
bai Vande Bharat Sleeper
train is officially slated for its
inaugural flag-off on Novem-
ber 1. As the very first high-
speed sleeper variant to grace
South India and only the sec-
ond nationwide, this engi-
neering marvel stands as a
shining testament to domestic
manufacturing capabilities,
having been meticulously de-
signed and constructed at
Bengaluru’s premier BEML
facility. Connecting India’s
Silicon Valley directly to the
financial capital, the premier
overnight service will operate
between Bengaluru’s Sir M.
Visvesvaraya Terminal
(SMVT) and Mumbai’s icon-
ic Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Terminus (CSMT),
completing the scenic inter-

state journey in gz
approximately
sixteen hours.
Exclusive on-
the-ground re-
ports and de-
tailed previews
showcase an
extraordinary
leap forward in
passenger com-
fort, aesthetic
sophistication,
and modern rail engineering.
The 16-coach rake boasts a
total passenger carrying ca-
pacity of 823 travelers, struc-
tured across an optimized
composition that includes
eleven spacious 3-tier AC
coaches, four refined 2-tier
AC coaches, and an ultra-lux-
urious First AC coach. Every
inch of the interior has been
crafted to redefine overnight
travel, featuring ergonomical-
ly contoured berths with ad-
vanced vibration-damping
technology, plush cushioning,

individual reading lamps, and
conveniently integrated mo-
bile charging ports at every
passenger compartment.
Safety, hygiene, and acces-
sibility remain central to the
Vande Bharat sleeper design
philosophy. The train is
equipped with automated
plug-type entry doors, robust
crash buffers, comprehen-
sive 24/7 CCTV surveil-
lance, and state-of-the-art
bio-vacuum restroom facili-
ties with touch-free automat-
ed fittings. Sensor-based

The new sleeper train
COACHES PASSENGERS
T1AC 3-tier, | 823

4 AC 2-tier,1

First AC

ROUTE FLAG-OFF
SMVT November
Bengaluru | 1,2026

to Mumbai

CSMT

ambient corridor lighting
and superior thermal and
acoustic insulation further
ensure a serene, hotel-like
atmosphere while gliding
across the terrain. As trial
runs conclude and final
preparations wrap up ahead
of its grand November de-
but, railway enthusiasts and
daily commuters alike are
eagerly awaiting the com-
mencement of a service that
promises to transform inter-
state connectivity between
Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Ugrappa says Valmiki funds
diverted to other states

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka’s ruling Congress
administration faced an unex-
pected and sharp internal re-
buke as veteran party leader
and former Member of Par-
liament V.S. Ugrappa deliv-
ered a fierce, uncompromis-
ing critique regarding the
handling of marginalized
welfare funds and institution-
al corruption. Speaking can-
didly at a public function in
Bengaluru during the Ma-
harshi Valmiki Award presen-
tation ceremony, Ugrappa
openly accused authorities of
allowing funds earmarked for
the state’s Scheduled Tribes
development to be improper-
ly diverted across state bor-
ders, warning that persistent
financial irregularities would
provoke a direct grassroots
revolt against the government
itself.

Addressing a packed gath-
ering of community leaders,
civil society members, and
political figures, Ugrappa
voiced profound outrage over
the lingering fallout from fi-
nancial scandals surrounding
the Karnataka Maharshi Val-
miki Scheduled Tribes Devel-
opment Corporation. He ques-
tioned the systemic transpar-
ency governing tribal welfare
allocations, demanding to
know the precise metrics of
land distribution and financial
support extended to commu-
nity members over the preced-
ing three-year term. Escalat-
ing his rhetoric, the senior
leader cautioned that any at-
tempt to misappropriate, di-
lute, or divert welfare grants
meant for society’s most vul-
nerable populations would be
met with fierce agitation, de-
claring that loyal party mem-

bers and social activists would
not hesitate to launch a state-
wide struggle against admin-
istrative negligence, regard-

“If the misuse and
diversion of Maharshi
Valmiki Development
Corporation funds
continue, we will launch
a fierce struggle against
the government.”

V.S. UGRAPPA former MP

less of political affiliations.

Beyond financial account-
ability, Ugrappa raised sever-
al critical policy demands
concerning historical dignity
and constitutional protections
for backward classes. He
strongly urged the state gov-
ernment to officially rename
the vital Bidar-Bengaluru Na-
tional Highway in honor of
Mabharshi Valmiki as a lasting
tribute to his socio-cultural
legacy. Furthermore, he in-
sisted that prestigious state
accolades like the Valmiki
Awards must be conferred
strictly upon deserving, intel-
lectual, and morally upright
personalities rather than being
compromised by political pa-
tronage.

Directing his attention to-
ward broader legislative and
constitutional rights, Ugrappa
expressed deep concern over
ongoing controversies regard-
ing reservation quotas, ques-
tioning why current award
recipients and elected repre-
sentatives maintained a deaf-
ening silence on matters vital
to social justice. He issued a
direct appeal to all Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe
Members of Parliament and
members of the Legislative
Assembly to transcend parti-
san lines, unite on a common
platform, and seek an urgent
high-level delegation meeting
with the Prime Minister. Addi-
tionally, he called upon the
state government to immedi-
ately spearhead an all-party
delegation to New Delhi to
press the central authorities
for robust constitutional pro-
tections, emphasizing that
marginalized communities
will relentlessly demand trans-
parency, equity, and the full
safeguarding of their statutory
rights.

ICFAI Law School explorés
new labour codes

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

ICFAI Law School recently
hosted a national conference
focusing on India's four new
labour codes.

Academics, legal experts,
researchers, and students
gathered at the Bengaluru
campus to discuss the major
legal changes shaping work-
ers' rights, social security, and
industrial relations.

The event brought together
notable figures from the legal
and academic fields. Former
High Court Judge Shri B. A.
Patil graced the occasion as
the chief guest. Other distin-
guished speakers included
Prof. Suresh V. Nadagoudar
and Prof. Vijender Kumar,
who shared deep insights into

the evolving legal framework.

Leaders like Prof. Muddu
Vinay, Prof. Pujari
Ravisekhararaju, and Dr. Ra-
jashree Patil guided the pro-
ceedings, emphasizing the
need to balance economic
growth with fair protection
for workers. Discussions cen-
tered around how the new re-
forms will impact businesses
and employees alike.

Organizers noted that the
conference highlights the in-
stitution's ongoing dedication
to legal research and tackling
major contemporary issues.
Attendees left with a clearer
understanding of the chal-
lenges and opportunities
ahead as the country transi-
tions into this modernized la-
bour landscape.

BMTC boosts employee accident insurance to X1 crore

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a landmark welfare measure
aimed at bolstering the finan-
cial security and social safety
net of its workforce, the Ban-
galore Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) has an-
nounced a major upgrade to its
employee personal accident
insurance scheme, doubling
coverage from Rs 50 lakh to
Rs 1 crore. The comprehensive
financial package was formal-
ized through a newly minted
three-year Memorandum of
Understanding signed by
BMTC Managing Director Ra-

ghunandana Murthy and Union
Bank General Manager H.T.
Vasappa in collaboration with
Union Bank of India.

Under the terms of the revised
agreement, employees maintain-
ing salary accounts with the
banking partner will see their
coverage significantly expand-
ed. In the tragic event of an ac-
cidental death while on or off
duty, the designated nominee of
the employee will receive a sub-
stantial insurance payout of Rs
1 crore. Furthermore, identical
Rs 1 crore protection has been
extended to cover cases of total
or partial permanent disability

resulting from accidents. The
agreement also incorporates
added security layers, including
supplementary compensation
ranging from Rs 4 lakh to Rs 15
lakh facilitated via RuPay Plati-
num Debit Cards, alongside
medical assistance provisions
offering up to Rs 30,000 annu-
ally for employees requiring
inpatient hospital treatment.

Beyond accidental coverage,
the tripartite agreement ex-
tends crucial financial support
to the families of transport
workers who pass away due to
natural causes or non-acciden-
tal circumstances.

RVIM hosts grand double celebration for students

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

RV Institute of Management
recently marked a double cel-
ebration, bidding farewell to
its graduating MBA and
PGDBA batches of 2024 to
2026 while welcoming new
students for the 2026 to 2028
academic terms under the
banner of GENESIS 2026 to
2028.

The lively campus buzzed
with joy as families, teachers,
and industry leaders gathered
to witness the special day. Dr.
Purushottam Bung, the direc-
tor of RVIM, officially
opened the graduation cere-
mony. Speakers shared heart-
felt advice to help the young
minds step into the corporate
world with confidence.

Prof. Ramesh B., a
vice-chancellor, spoke to the
graduates about staying ready

INAUGURAL CEREMONY

of MBA 28th batch / 6th Autonomous batch (2026-2028)

for changing times. Following
him, corporate leader Mr.
Vikram P. Rao stressed the
value of hard work, honesty,
and a lifelong desire to learn.
He urged future managers to
embrace change and always
aim for excellence.

The focus then shifted to
welcoming the new batch.
Chief Guest Dr. P. B. Kotur

MODI VALIDATES KHARGE

and Guest of Honour Mr.
Jaswanth Sharanarthy in-
spired the freshers with mo-
tivational thoughts on how
to make the most of their
time in business school.
They encouraged newcom-
ers to build strong habits
right from day one.

The president of the event,
CA Dr. A. S. Vishnu

Bharath, reminded everyone
that true success comes from
discipline, ethical leader-
ship, and staying dedicated
to one's studies. The memo-
rable day wrapped up with a
warm vote of thanks by Dr.
K. Aparna Rao. She thanked
the guests, parents, and staff
for making the dual event a
grand success.

‘Our work made its mark in Mann Ki Baat’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge launched a
sharp and sarcastic count-
er-offensive against opposi-
tion BJP leaders, asserting
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s radio address has ef-
fectively validated his admin-
istrative achievements in the
Kalaburagi district. Respond-
ing to persistent criticism and
inquiries from state BJP lead-
ers regarding regional devel-
opment, Kharge remarked
that rather than requiring for-
mal defenses against political
jabs, the central government
itself has inadvertently high-
lighted his ministry’s gover-
nance successes on a national
platform.

Addressing reporters in
Bengaluru, Kharge pointed
out that Prime Minister Modi

recently featured Kalaburagi’s
iconic geographical indication
(GI) tagged togari bele (pi-
geon pea/tur dal) and tradi-
tional rotti during his popular
Mann Ki Baat broadcast.
Highlighting the global ex-
pansion of these regional del-
icacies, Kharge noted that
targeted export initiatives
have successfully transported

Maldives

Key highlights
B Global markets: 30% higher prices for farmers; exports to the

| Sarcastic dig: Critics told to listen to the PM’s broadcast

Kalaburagi rotis and pigeon
peas to international markets,
including recent exports to the
Maldives. He emphasized that
these strategic agricultural
branding measures have di-
rectly empowered local culti-
vators, securing thirty percent
higher market prices for farm-
ers while creating local val-
ue-addition channels by pro-
cessing crops like green gram,
tur, black gram, and horse
gram into nutritious energy
bars.

Continuing his critique of
the opposition, Kharge ob-
served that while central au-

thorities acknowledge local
economic milestones such as
the marketing of ‘Kalaburagi
Pulse’, ‘Bhima Pulse’, ‘Kala-
buragi Khadak Rotti’, and
‘Kamalapura Red Banana’,
state-level BJP leaders remain
blinded by partisan habits of
constantly questioning his
ministerial track record. He
sarcastically suggested that
before launching politically
motivated attacks, opposition
leaders should carefully tune
into the Prime Minister’s
broadcast and consult their
own consciences to speak
their true Dil Ki Baat.
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Mother dies by |

suicide after
daughter’s murder

CH NEWS, UDUPI

A 40-year-old woman al-
legedly murdered her
14-year-old disabled

daughter before dying by

suicide at Shanadi Mada-
ga in Koraga Colony,

Kundapur taluk. The de-

ceased were identified as

Netravati and her daugh-

ter, whose father, Sud-

hakar Koraga, works as a

daily-wage labourer to
support the family. The
girl had been disabled
since birth and was una-
ble to walk or sit. Netra-
vati was reportedly her
primary caregiver. The
couple also has a one-
year-old son. According
to preliminary informa-
tion, the incident oc-
curred when Sudhakar
had left for work. Netra-
vati allegedly slit her
daughter’s throat with a
knife before taking her
own life. The motive be-
hind the incident remains
unclear. Kota police
rushed to the spot and
began an investigation.

ASP Sudhakar, DySP Bel-

liappa and Brahmavar
Circle Inspector Gopikr-
ishna visited the scene
and gathered informa-
tion. A case has been reg-
istered at Kota police
station, and police are in-
vestigating the circum-
stances.

Elderlyman
arrested for
sexually harassing
young woman

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

A 61-year-old man has
been arrested by the
Venur police station on
charges of publicly be-
having indecently and
sexually harassing a
young Scheduled Caste
woman at her workplace
for money, according to a
statement from the Dis-
trict Police. The arrested
accused is Syed Moham-
med Isak (61), a resident
of Venur in Belthangady
taluk. According to the
complaint, the victim,
who belongs to the
Scheduled Caste, was
working in the Venur po-
lice station limits. At that
time, the accused Syed
Mohammed Isak, who
came to the spotona
two-wheeler, spoke to the
young womanin a very in-
decent manner in a public
place. It is alleged that he
also tried to sexually har-
ass her by luring her with
money. Based on the
complaint filed by the vic-
tim against the accused, a
case has been registered
at Venur Police Station.
The police took the ac-
cused Syed Mohammed
Isak into custody, subject-
ed him to intensive inter-
rogation and took action
to produce himin court,
the release said.
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Heavy rains raise Harangi
“reservoir level, farmers happy

Heavy rains lashed Kodagu dlstrlct due to a low pressure area, causing
a large inflow into Harangi, the district’s main reservoir.

CH NEWS, KODAGU

The water level of the Cauv-
ery River has risen following
heavy rains overnight in many
places, including the district
headquarters Madikeri. As a
result, about 2,846 cusecs of
water flowed into the Harangi
reservoir by 8.30 am on Sun-
day.

Monsoon rainfall in June
and July had decreased sig-
nificantly. The district was
deficient by about 42% of its
normal rainfall. The Harangi
reservoir was filled with wa-
ter after receiving some rain-
fall in August. Later, there
was a significant shortage of
rain, and the water level in the
Cauvery River and Harangi
reservoir had dropped signifi-
cantly.

Due to the heat, rocks had
surfaced in the Cauvery Riv-

er. Now, due to the depression
in the atmosphere, the district
has been receiving good rains
for the last four days. Farmers
are happy due to the continu-
ous rains.

Map: © OpenStreetMap contributors
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Harangi reservoir, Kodagu

The inflow in the Harangi
reservoir, which was 500 to
600 cusecs for the past few
days, has now increased

sharply due to continuous
rains. The Harangi reservoir,
which has a water storage ca-
pacity of 8.5 TMC, currently

Therecent intensification of

rains in Kodagu has ledtoan

increase in the water levelin

the Harangi reservoir,

bringing some relief to the
people who were worried

about the water shortagein

the summer.

has 4.3 TMC of water stored.
In recent days, people have
been worried due to the rising
temperature and lack of water
availability. Especially in the
coming summer, there was a
fear that there would be a
problem of drinking water
and water for agricultural ac-
tivities.

However, the rains that are
currently pouring have given
new hope to the people. If the
rainfall in the Harangi basin

Wettest hoblis

Rainfall,inmm

increases further, the inflow
into the reservoir is expected
to increase further. On the
other hand, despite the good
rainfall, houses have been
damaged in some parts of the
district. Somwarpet Hobli
area received 32.4 mm of
rainfall, Shanivarasante 31.6
mm, Shantalli 35.1, Kodlipete
20.2, Kushalnagar 40.9,
Suntikoppa 38.6, Madikeri
40.2, Napoklu 35.6, Sampaje
50.6, Bhagamandala 45.3, Vi-
rajpet 22.39, Ammatthi 8.1,
Ponnampet 5.3, Srimangala
8.2, Hudikeri 12.7, and Balele
5.4 mm.

Houses have been damaged
again due to rain. The house
of Padmayya Chamakaje, a
resident of P. Peraje village in
Sampaje hobli of Madikeri
taluk, was completely dam-
aged due to heavy rain. The
house of Yashoda, a resident
of Siddalingapura village in
Kushalnagar taluk, suffered
damage to part of the wall due
to heavy rain.

Horticultural crops
hit by pests,
farmers in distress

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Farmers are worried about a
drop in yield as the district’s
main crop, coconut, has been
affected by pests in some ar-
eas.

Coconut fronds have turned
red in Byndoor due to the
black-headed worm infesta-
tion. Growers say that most
parts of the district are also
affected by the red-nosed
worm infestation.

Farmers in Hadavu village,
Attikone, Padukone, etc. of
Byndoor taluk are facing
problems due to the
black-headed worm infesta-
tion. A team of scientists from
Brahmavar Agricultural Sci-
ence Center has already visit-
ed the area and suggested
solutions to the farmers.

Officials from the Horticul-
ture Department and a team
of experts from the CPCRI in
Kasaragod, Kerala also visit-
ed the pest-affected areas, in-
spected them, and informed
the farmers about remedial
measures.

Black-headed worms eat
coconut fronds. This also af-
fects the yield. Officials of the
Horticulture Department say
that this worm spreads quick-
ly. The continuous sunny
weather even during the rainy
season created a favourable
environment for the insects.
Experts say that this is why
the pest infestation has in-
creased this time.

The red-nosed worm infes-
tation is more common in
summer. But this time, due to
the lack of rain, the infesta-
tion of these insects has ap-
peared in scattered places.
The coconut tree itself dies
due to this infestation. If there

B B

is heavy rain, their infestation
will be reduced. So far, more
than 30 coconut trees in our
garden have died due to the
red-nosed worm infestation,
says Krishnaraj Ganiga, a
farmer from Gulwadi.

Since there was no rain in
July, the red-nosed worm in-
festation had worsened and
many coconut trees had died.
I am tired of this pest and
have planted areca nut trees,
he said.

To control the black-headed
worm, natural-enemy insects
have been released in that
garden. They control the
black-headed worm. The

“We have convinced the
farmers about the
solutions to control the
worm infestation.”

KSHAMMA PATIL Joint
Director, Horticulture Department

black-headed worm has been
found in an unmanaged coco-
nut garden. It has spread to
other gardens from there, he
said.

Horticulture officials and
experts from CPCRI have al-
ready visited the areas where
coconut trees are affected by
black-headed worm in At-
tikone and Padukone of Ha-
davu village in Byndoor ta-
luk. We have convinced the
farmers about the solutions to
control the worm infestation,
said Kshamma Patil, Joint Di-
rector of the Horticulture De-
partment.

Factional feud over block president’s
post rocks Mudigere Congress

CHNEWS, CHIKKAMAGALURU

Factional differences within
the Congress party in Mudig-
ere came to the fore on Satur-
day, with supporters of the
senior leaders and the MLA
faction engaging in heated ar-
guments during a meeting
held in the presence of party
observers to discuss the ap-
pointment of the Block Con-
gress President.

Coastal Development Au-
thority Chairman MA Gafoor
and KPCC Secretaries Mohan
and Usman visited the Con-
gress office as observers to
collect the names of aspirants
from both factions for sub-
mission to the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC). The meeting wit-
nessed sharp exchanges be-
fore senior leaders intervened
and pacified the warring
groups.

Banakal Hobli Congress
president Subrahmanya said
development work had gath-
ered momentum in the con-
stituency since Nayana Mota-
mma became MLA. He al-
leged that members of the
senior faction were attempt-
ing to gain control over the
administration and demanding
the formation of a coordina-
tion committee.

Former Block Congress
President HG Surendra ob-
jected to his removal from the
post, alleging that he was dis-
missed on the same day the

KPCC issued him a show-
cause notice. He questioned
the appointment of an interim
President and said similar
treatment of the incumbent
within a short period would
be unfair.

Former Taluk Guarantee
Scheme Implementation Com-
mittee president BS Jayaram
also expressed displeasure
over his sudden removal, stat-
ing that the party had insulted
its own leaders.

Former Block Congress

Heated exchanges
between rival groups
over Block Congress
president’s post;
observers seek names
of aspirants

president MP Manu said the
faction had complained to the
KPCC about alleged harass-
ment by fellow party mem-
bers. He questioned why a
new Block Congress presi-
dent was being appointed be-
fore their grievances were
resolved.

District Congress president
Manjegowda appealed to par-

ty workers to set aside their
differences and prepare for
the upcoming elections. He
said the names of eight aspi-
rants should be submitted to
the observers, leaving the fi-
nal decision to the KPCC
leadership.

Nine names, including
Vinay Kumar, Maragunda
Prasanna, Sundaresh, KK Ra-
maiah, Irfan, MN Ashwath,
AG Subrayagowda, Kunnalli
Ravi and Sudhir Chakramani,
were reportedly proposed for
the post.

Gafoor urged party workers
to avoid internal conflicts and
concentrate on countering op-
position criticism of the Con-
gress government. He stressed
that the district, which had
witnessed Indira Gandhi’s
electoral victory, should not
be divided by factionalism.
He said the senior leadership
would appoint the Block Con-
gress President by November
15. A report on the develop-
ments would be submitted to
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar and KPCC President BK
Hariprasad, who were expect-
ed to intervene and resolve
the differences.

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR FARMER

State to move SC for ¥2,186 crore
dues from Centre: Khandre

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

It is unfair that the central
government has not released
Rs 2,186.2 crore citing techni-
cal reasons. We have already
decided to approach the Su-
preme Court against the Cen-
tre in this regard, said Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj Minister Eshwar Khandre.

Addressing the officials at
the district-level progress re-
view meeting of the Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj Department at Ambedkar
Bhavan, he said, the central
government is doing injustice
to the state. The Centre is fol-
lowing a stepmotherly atti-
tude towards the state. I have
met the concerned central
ministers and made a request

in this regard.

If the central grant had
come, at least Rs 40 lakh
would have been available to
each gram panchayat. With
this, even small works could
have been done. There are 2
lakh kilometers of roads un-
der our department. Most of
this is dirt roads. Priority has
been given to the develop-
ment of rural roads and 30 km
of roads have been sanctioned
for each constituency, and ap-
proval has been given for the
first phase of work, he said.

Gram Panchayat develop-
ment has been given high pri-
ority. Our department is the
most responsible department.
61 percent of the people live
in our rural areas. There are 31
Zilla Panchayats, besides the
Taluk and Gram Panchayats.
It is the primary duty of all of
us to respond to the problems
of the people through this
three-tier administrative sys-
tem. Our department is giving
priority to the development of
the rural areas, he said.

MLAs BK Sangamesh, Sha-
rada Puryanaik, MLC Bilkish
Banu, department secretaries,
Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rishi Anand, ta-
luk EOs, and Gram Panchayat
PDOs were present in the
meeting.

Man held for falsely accusing woman, extortion bid

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Urwa police station has ar-
rested an accused and sent
him to judicial custody in a
case of falsely accusing a
woman of serious crimes such
as murder, publicly defaming
her family’s honor and at-
tempting to extort money and
property.

Naveen Thoress (42), a res-
ident of Padvu Ganamajal
near Shaktinagar, is the arrest-
ed accused. Maya Annamary
Rego had accused him of
making serious false allega-

tions like murder and publicly
insulting her family. She had
also filed a complaint with
Urwa Police Station on Au-
gust 10, 2026, seeking strict
legal action against the mis-
creants who had conspired to
extort a huge amount of mon-
ey and property from her
through blackmail.

Based on the complaint, a
case was registered at Urwa
Police Station under Crime
No. 83/2026, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) Sections 61(a)
(1) (conspiracy to commit an
offence) and 308(7) (attempt

to extort).

The police, who intensified
the investigation into the case,
succeeded in arresting the ac-
cused Naveen Thoress based
on the evidence collected. The
arrested person was produced
before the court, and the court
remanded the accused in judi-
cial custody.

Officials said that the police
have intensified the investiga-
tion to identify other conspir-
ators and accused involved in
the crime network, and fur-
ther legal action will be taken
soon.

Agriculture and Horticulture Fair from October 30 to November 2

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

With the objective of guiding
farmers to face the challenges
posed by climate variability
and drought, the Keladi
Shivappa Nayaka University
of Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Sciences is organising a
four-day ‘Agriculture and
Horticulture Fair-2026’ from
October 30 to November 2.
Dr MV Dhananjaya, Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
urged farmers from all dis-
tricts falling under the univer-
sity’s jurisdiction to attend in
large numbers and take full
advantage of the event.

He shared this information
while addressing media repre-
sentatives at a press confer-
ence held on Monday. The
fair will take place at the Na-
vile campus of the College of
Agriculture, under the theme
“Innovative Agriculture for
Drought Management.” He
noted that over 600 stalls have
been set up, featuring agricul-

tural inputs, seeds, fertilizers,
machinery, saplings, and var-
ious live demonstrations.
Additionally, the fair will
include three days of interac-
tive sessions, where experts
and resource persons will dis-
cuss a variety of relevant top-
ics. On October 30, a detailed
discussion and dialogue will
be held on the topic “Natural

Agricultureand
Horticulture Fair-2026

WHEN October 30 to
November 2

WHERE (ollege of
Agriculture, Navile

campus, Shivamogga

THEME |nnovative
Agriculture for
Drought

Management

Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar

OPENS

Farming Unafraid of Drought:
The Vitality of Living Soil.”
On October 31, in observance

of the International Year of
the Woman Farmer, the focus
will be on “The Role of
Women in Modern Agricul-
tural Technology and Innova-
tion.” On November 1, the
discussion will center on
“Digital Agriculture: Oppor-
tunities, Challenges, and the
Way Forward.”

It was noted that the fair
will feature over 600 stalls,
including 50 for seeds and
saplings, 80 for pesticides,
35 for agricultural equip-
ment, 40 for value-added
food products, 30 for FPOs/
SHGs, 15 for nurseries, and
60 for food stalls.

The agricultural fair will be
inaugurated by Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar. Prior to this,
on the first day of the event,
progressive farmer and Pad-
ma Shri awardee Sa-
tyanarayana Beleri will for-
mally kick off the proceed-
ings. During the inaugural
ceremony, Minister for Agri-
culture PM Narendra Swamy
will inaugurate the agricultur-
al exhibition, while District
In-charge Minister Madhu
Bangarappa will release
books and technical manuals.
Minister for Horticulture SS
Mallikarjuna will inaugurate
the technology park.
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' Centre limits role in Bedthi-Varada
* river linking project

Following a request from Karnataka and a December 2025
agreement, the NWDA began preparing a Detailed Project Report.

Goat dispute
ends in murder;
man gets life
imprisonment

CH NEWS,
DODDABALLAPURA

The IV Additional District
and Sessions Court in
Doddaballapura has sen-
tenced Ravi Kumar to life
imprisonment for causing
the death of Chan-
drashekhar during a dis-
pute over a goat in Bisu-
vanahalli, Bengaluru Ru-
ral district. The incident
occurred on August 23,
2021, when an argument
broke out over tethering a
goat that was allegedly
troubling Chandrashek-
har’s three-year-old
granddaughter. During
the altercation, Ravi Ku-
mar punched Chan-
drashekhar in the chest,
causing him to collapse.
He died while being taken
to hospital. Although no
external injuries were
found, medical and histo-
pathology reports sup-
ported the conclusion
that physical trauma and
emotional distress trig-
gered a fatal cardiac
event. The court sen-
tenced Ravi Kumar to life
imprisonment and im-
posed a fine of 20,000.
Other accused persons
were also sentenced to
imprisonment.

CHNEWS, UTTARA KANNADA

Union Jal Shakti Minister
C.R. Patil has clarified that
the Karnataka government is
responsible for the implemen-
tation of the proposed Bedthi-
Varada river-linking project,
while the Centre’s role is lim-

Highlights

Hm States’ job: irrigation and
river-linking projects are
planned and managed by the
states

® DPR: NWDA beganit at the
request of Karnataka’s Water
Resources Department

® No approval yet: preparing
the DPR s not final approval

W Objection: MP Kageri urged
the Centre to stop the project

B Impact: environmental
effects need comprehensive
consideration

ited to technical assistance
and guidance.

In a written response to Ut-
tara Kannada MP Vishwesh-
war Hegde Kageri, Patil stat-
ed that the planning, develop-
ment and management of irri-
gation and river-linking proj-
ects fall primarily within the
jurisdiction of the respective
state governments. He said
the Centre does not directly
implement such projects.

it 3t wrdte
CR Paatil

D0 N A-$1011/10/ 201004 Sation- MOV
Shi Vishwashwar Hodge Kogorl Ji,

Kindly rafer o your D.O. lotter dated 30.07.2026 regarding your request
for immediate intervention to discontinue the preparation of the Delpilod Project
Report (DPR) of the proposed Bedu-Hiteveddalu (Modified Bedti-Varada)
Interfinking Project and to kaep oll further acovites in abeyance.

The mutler hos bewn examined. U is submilted ot the planning,
development and managamant of vidler resources projects are undertoken by
the respective State Governments, based on ther administriative priorities and
resource considerations. The role of the Central Government is to exend
technical quidance and support wiherever required, in occordance  with
estabiished procadures and upon 1ocelpt of proposals fiom the cancorned State
Govornment.

In this contex, it s nformad that the Natonal V/oter Davolopmant Agency.
(MWDA) has takan up preparation of the DPR of the above project at the request
of Une Wabzr Renoura Department, Govornmant of Karnolaka, and an MoU was
exocuted 00 23.12.2025 for this purpose. It has further boen clorified that the
DPR preparation by NIWDA Is an Investigative and panning axorciso, ond docs
not constitute physicol execution or finl implementation of tha projoct.

NVIDA has further In d»mmd hat during tha DPR picporotion, o rokvont
tochnical,
fiver ocology, e anmnmm ﬂo v, ogiiculure, fhaies, groundwoter rochor 190

nd Uo requiremants of communitios dopandont on tha Badu catchmunt—wil bo

duly examined. The donuici mm of tho command oroa and bonoficarios, and
ogsessment of octual iotar roquiroments for irrigotion, difnking and indusuiol
purposes, particularly In e diought-prone disticts of Godog ond Hoverl, vl
8150 bo undertiken In congultoon with the Governmant of Kormatoko.
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The Union Jal Shakti Ministry’s wntten reply on the Bedthi-Varada river-linking project.

The minister explained that
the National Water Develop-
ment Agency (NWDA) began
preparing a Detailed Project
Report (DPR) following a re-
quest from Karnataka’s Water
Resources Department and an
agreement signed on Decem-
ber 23, 2025. He clarified that
the report preparation process
does not amount to final ap-
proval of the project.

Kageri had urged the Union
government to stop the pro-
posed river-linking project,
arguing that it could harm the
environment and go against
the interests of people living

in the region. He also sought
an immediate halt to the
preparation of the DPR and
suspension of further activi-
ties related to the proposal.
Patil said the concerns
raised by the MP regarding
environmental protection and
public interest had been taken
seriously. He also indicated
that the effects on the down-
stream ecosystem, agriculture,
fisheries, groundwater re-
sources and the needs of peo-
ple living in the Bedthi river
catchment area would require
comprehensive consideration.
The minister further stated

that if the Karnataka govern-
ment submits a report ad-
dressing the statutory require-
ments relating to forests,
wildlife and environmental
protection, the Union Minis-
try of Environment will ex-
amine it thoroughly.

The clarification comes
amid concerns over the pro-
posed diversion of water from
the Bedthi basin to the Varada
river. The project’s environ-
mental implications and its
potential impact on local
communities remain key is-
sues in the debate over the
proposal.

Vigilance awareness
week launched
at Kaiga Township

CH NEWS, KAIGA

Vigilance Awareness Week
has been launched at Kaiga
Township to promote public
awareness about corruption
and encourage people to re-
port corrupt practices.

As part of the initiative, an
anti-corruption awareness
campaign was conducted on
Monday in villages surround-
ing Kaiga. Officials reached
out to local residents and ex-
plained the importance of
maintaining transparency, in-
tegrity and accountability in
public life.

Pamphlets on

Officials engaged with
local residents,
emphasising the
importance of
transparency, integrity
and accountability in
public life.

complaints

Pamphlets containing infor-
mation on ways to combat
corruption and procedures
for filing complaints were
distributed during the cam-
paign. Special emphasis was
placed on explaining how
citizens can submit com-
plaints online to the Central
Vigilance Commission
(CVC) through the Public

Disclosure and Complaint
mechanism.

Complaint channels

The campaign aimed to famil-
iarise villagers with the avail-
able complaint channels and
encourage them to report sus-
pected corruption through the
appropriate authorities. Offi-
cials also highlighted the role
of public participation in
building a transparent and
corruption-free society.

Officials take part

Kaiga Station Director Su-
prad Das, Vigilance Officer
Mukesh and other officials
and dignitaries participated in
the awareness programme.

7]
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| Citizens can submit |
corruption complaints
online to the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC)
through its Public Disclosure

d Complaint mechanism.
|_and Complaint mechanism. |

Positive response

The campaign received a pos-
itive response from villagers,
reflecting local interest in ini-
tiatives aimed at promoting
honesty and accountability.
The programme formed part
of the broader observance of
Vigilance Awareness Week at
Kaiga Township.

Outrage in Gadag as Tahsﬂdar ofﬁce demolltlon work begins

MALINGARAYA PUJAR, GADAG

Public outrage has erupted in
Gadag after portraits of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma
Gandhi were reportedly left
hanging on the walls of the
old Tahsildar’s office as dem-
olition work began.

The old Tahsildar’s office
has been shifted to another
location to facilitate the con-
struction of a new building
with modern facilities. Fol-
lowing the relocation, demo-
lition work began at the old
premises. However, the re-
ported failure to remove the
portraits of the national lead-
ers before the demolition trig-
gered criticism from local
residents.

Portraits left on the
walls

According to local reports, the
portraits of Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, the architect of the Indian
Constitution, and Mahatma
Gandhi, a key leader of In-
dia’s freedom movement, re-
mained on the walls while

Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (representational picture).

preparations were underway
to demolish the building using
heavy machinery.

Residents question
officials’ conduct
Residents expressed disap-
pointment over the alleged
negligence, questioning why
the portraits had not been
safely removed before the
demolition began. They said
that removing photographs of
respected leaders, elders and
other prominent personalities
before vacating or demolish-
ing a building was a basic re-

sponsibility.

“Even ordinary people take
care to remove photographs
when shifting houses. Why
was this not done by officials
working in a government of-
fice?” residents questioned.

The incident has sparked
discussion across Gadag, with
people demanding account-
ability from the officials con-
cerned. Residents have urged
the authorities to ensure that
the portraits are handled re-
spectfully and that such inci-
dents do not recur during the
demolition of government

' rﬂw' -
SKA IND 5

ZDERATION O

The Samruddhi Sports Academy skaters with their bronze medals.

Gangavathi skaters win 5 bronze
medals at district-level meet

CH NEWS, GANGAVATHI

Three students from Samrud-
dhi Sports Academy in Ganga-
vathi taluk of Koppal district
have won five bronze medals
at the third Bengaluru Dis-
trict-Level Skating Competi-
tion held at BTM Layout in
Bengaluru on October 24 and
25. With their performances,
all three skaters have qualified
for the state-level speed skat-
ing competition, bringing rec-
ognition to their academy and
the region.

A student competing in the
under-8§ category won bronze
medals in the 200-metre and
400-metre tenacity skating
events.

Ranjith Kumar Shanmukap-
pa, competing in the under-16
category, secured bronze med-
als in both the 200-metre and
400-metre skating events.

Niranjan Kumar Shanmukap-
pa, who participated in the un-
der-14 category, won a bronze
medal in the 400-metre tenac-
ity skating event.

The three athletes collective-
ly earned five bronze medals
through their performances in
the district-level competition.

Shanmukappa, founder and
head coach of Samruddhi
Sports Academy, congratulat-
ed the students on their
achievements and said they
had brought pride to the insti-
tution. He expressed confi-
dence that their success would
encourage other young ath-
letes to take up skating and
work towards competing at
higher levels.

Assistant Coach Chiranjeevi
Mohan Kumar also congratu-
lated the medal winners and
appreciated their efforts. The
academy’s president, of-

Medal haul
=|| BRONZE MEDALS

B SKATERS QUALIFY FOR
THE STATE MEET
fice-bearers and the parents of
the students extended their
best wishes to the young skat-
ers.

The achievement marks an
encouraging step for the ath-
letes as they prepare for the
state-level competition. Their
success highlights the impor-
tance of regular training,
coaching and family support in
helping young sportspeople
develop their skills and com-
pete successfully.

The academy’s management
expressed happiness over the
results and wished the students
success in their upcoming
competitions.

buildings.

Demand for action
Locals have called on the dis-
trict administration to exam-
ine the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident and
determine whether there was
negligence on the part of offi-
cials or contractors involved
in the demolition.

They have also demanded
appropriate action against
those found responsible. The

Residents ask why the
portraits were not
removed before the
building was demolished

incident has renewed atten-
tion to the importance of care-
ful handling of portraits and
belongings when government
offices are relocated or de-
molished.

The allegations and public
concerns have yet to be ad-
dressed through an official
response from the authorities
concerned.

Holalu village celebrates grand delty procession

CH NEWS, MANDYA

A grand religious celebration
was held at Holalu village in
Mandya taluk as part of the
Navaratri-Dasara festival.
Devotees gathered at the Sri
Balamuri Ganapathi Temple
and participated in special rit-
uals and a procession of five
village deities.

Women, children and devo-
tees fulfilling religious vows
offered flowers to Sri Dod-
dayya Swami, Sri Mantri
Huchharayaswami, Sri Chik-
kayya Swami, Sri Eluramma
Devi and Sri Huchhamma
Devi. The Guddappas, who
serve as custodians and priests
of the deities, decorated the
idols with flowers and pre-
pared elaborate floral arrange-
ments.

Special rituals and worship
were performed by the Gud-
dappas, Gadikaras and mem-
bers of the Madivala Ma-
chideva community. A special
puja was also conducted for
Sri Doddayya Swami in the
presence of the sacred Basa-

VERIFYING PUBLIC COMPLAINTS

The processmn of the flve vnllage deities at Holalu in Mandya taluk.

va.
Later, the five deities were
taken in a grand procession to
the premises of the village
presiding deity, Sri Doddam-
mathayi. The procession
moved through the village
amid the rhythmic beats of
tamate and nagari drums, cre-
ating a festive atmosphere.
As part of the celebrations,
streets, temples and public
spaces across Holalu were il-
luminated with electric lights.
Decorative arches featuring
images of deities, including
Shiva, Ganesha, Lakshmi and
Anjaneya, added to the festive
appearance of the village. Re-
ligious celebrations continued
throughout the night at the
Rangamandira grounds.
Devotees gathered at the Sri
Keshava Narayana Swamy

Temple to offer special
prayers to the five deities. A
grand Jatra Mahotsava was
subsequently held at the Sri
Doddayya Swamy Temple.

Former MLA H.B. Ramu,
former State Vokkaliga Sang-
ha vice-president H.L. Shivan-
na, advocates Vijayakumar
and H.C. Hariprasad, along
with several community lead-
ers and temple trust of-
fice-bearers, attended the cel-
ebrations.

Gadikaras from H. Mallig-
ere, Vadesamudra, Holalu and
Chikkatammanahalli, along
with residents of neighbour-
ing villages, youth leaders and
representatives of local organ-
isations, also participated.
Devotees expressed happiness
and spiritual fulfilment after
having darshan of the deities.

Chitradurga MLA inspects
hospital over patlent complaints

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

MLA K.C. Veerendra Puppy
made a surprise visit to the
Chitradurga District Hospital
on Monday following com-
plaints about inadequate med-
ical care, alleged collection of
money from patients for treat-
ment and surgeries, and short-
comings in hygiene, food
quality and hospital services.

During the visit, the MLA
inspected various wards and
interacted directly with pa-
tients to understand the prob-
lems they were facing. He
enquired whether doctors and
medical staff were available
on time, essential medicines
were accessible and patients
were receiving proper treat-
ment.

The visit assumes signifi-
cance amid allegations that
outpatients and inpatients
were not receiving adequate
care at the government hospi-
tal. The MLA sought to verify
the complaints by speaking to
patients instead of relying
solely on information provid-
ed by hospital officials.

He specifically asked pa-
tients whether anyone had
demanded money for treat-
ment or surgical procedures
that should be provided free
of charge or according to gov-
ernment rules. He said appro-

The |nspect|on of the district hospital kitchen in Chitradurga on Monday.

priate action would be taken
against those responsible if
allegations of unauthorised
collection of money were es-
tablished.

Veerendra instructed doc-
tors and hospital staff to dis-
charge their duties responsi-
bly and ensure that patients
received timely medical atten-
tion. He emphasised that
healthcare was a service root-
ed in humanity and that poor
and vulnerable people should
not face discrimination while
seeking treatment at a govern-
ment facility.

He said patients visiting
hospitals were already dealing
with health problems and
should not be subjected to un-

necessary delays, repeated
visits or neglect. Medical of-
ficers and staff were directed
to respond promptly to pa-
tients’ concerns and provide
the required services without
unnecessary inconvenience.

The MLA also stressed the
need to maintain cleanliness,
ensure food quality and im-
prove the overall functioning
of the hospital. He directed
officials to address adminis-
trative shortcomings and
maintain proper service stan-
dards regularly rather than
waiting for complaints from
the public.

Government hospitals play
a crucial role in providing af-
fordable healthcare to eco-

‘ The public visits

government
hospitals with trust; they
expect doctors and staff
to work responsibly so
that this trust remains
intact.”

Quality food for
patients

MLA K.C. Veerendra
inspected the district
hospital kitchen, urging
staff to prioritise nutri-
tious, high-quality ingre-
dients over low costs.
Serving 600 to 800
people daily, he empha-
sised strict cleanliness
and zero negligence to
aid patient recovery.

nomically weaker sections
and other sections of society.
The MLA’s inspection aimed
to assess the situation on the
ground and remind hospital
authorities of their responsi-
bility to provide accessible
and accountable medical ser-
vices. Further action on the
complaints will depend on the
findings of the inquiry and
verification of the allegations.
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Ancient coins found
while burying turtle
in Chitradurga

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

Ancient coins were dis-
covered inside a small pot
in the courtyard of a
house at Gopanahalli vil-
lage in Challakere taluk
when children dug the
ground to bury a turtle.
The pot was found in the
courtyard of Rangamma’s
house, attracting atten-
tion among local resi-
dents. Following the dis-
covery, Tahsildar Rahen
Pasha visited the spot
and inspected the site.
The Archaeology Depart-
ment has been informed
about the discovery. Offi-
cials have taken the pot
and coins into their custo-
dy for further examination
to determine their age
and historical signifi-
cance.

‘Kannada
signboards must
follow 60% rule’

CH NEWS,
KALABURAGI

Akhanda Karnataka Rak-
shana Samiti State
Vice-President Nagaraj P.
Banekar has urged author-
ities to strictly enforce the
rule requiring 60% Kanna-
da content on signboards
across Kalaburagi district.
In a press statement,
Banekar said business es-
tablishments, hotels, hos-
pitals, educational institu-
tions and government of-
fices must give priority to
Kannada on their sign-
boards. He alleged that
the government directive
was not being properly im-
plemented in several parts
of the district, including ru-
ral areas. He demanded
that officials take appro-
priate action against es-
tablishments violating the
rule and ensure effective
implementation across all
taluks. Banekar warned
that the organisation’s
state committee would
launch a phased agitation
if authorities failed to act.

Congress plans Delhirally
againstalleged vote theft

AICC observer Deepti Mary Varghese stated that the protest would
unite individuals dedicated to democracy and constitutional values.

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

The Congress has announced
a massive rally at Ramlila
Maidan in New Delhi on No-
vember | as part of its ongo-
ing campaign against alleged
vote theft and irregularities in
electoral rolls.

AICC observer Deepti
Mary Varghese said the pro-
test would bring together peo-
ple who believe in democracy
and constitutional values.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the District Congress
office in Shivamogga on
Monday, Varghese said the
campaign, titled “Save Your
Vote, Save the Nation”, had
reached a crucial stage. She
said the movement began fol-
lowing allegations of elector-
al irregularities in Bengalu-
ru’s Mahadevapura Assembly
constituency.

Varghese alleged that simi-
lar irregularities were being
reported in Maharashtra,
Haryana and Bihar. She also
expressed concern over the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, alleg-

ing that large numbers of eli-
gible voters could lose their
names from the lists. She said
the Congress would oppose
any attempt to deprive genu-
ine voters of their democratic
rights.

She further alleged that
Form 6 was being misused
and said the issue would be
included in the party’s cam-
paign. Varghese accused the
Election Commission of act-
ing in favour of the BJP and
questioned the decisions of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. She said the
agitation would continue until
he resigned.

She added that Leader of
the Opposition Rahul Gandhi
had taken the campaign to the

streets and that the Congress
planned to expand it to ward,
block and gram panchayat
levels.

Minister S. Madhu Bang-
arappa, who was present at the
press conference, addressed
concerns over the quality of
shoes distributed to school-
children in Karnataka. He said
the shoes were of good quality
and denied reports suggesting
otherwise. However, he as-
sured that any defective shoes
would be replaced.

Responding to BJP criti-
cism, Bangarappa accused the
party of creating unnecessary
confusion and questioned its
reaction whenever Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi was men-
tioned.

Points

— Varghese alleged nationwide
voter list irregularities.

— Congress opposed the SIR of
electoral rolls.

— Party demanded CEC
Gyanesh Kumar’s
resignation.

— Rahul Gandhi taking the
campaign to the grassroots.

— Minister Bangarappa
defended the quality of
school shoes.

Former minister Kimmane
Ratnakar, District Congress
president H.C. Yogish, several
corporation and board chair-
persons, party office-bearers
and other Congress leaders
attended the press conference.

Tata Motors expands advanced
manufacturing facilities in Dharwad

DHARWAD

Tata Motors has strengthened
its Dharwad manufacturing
plant with a new-generation
paint shop and advanced
Body-in-White (BIW) and
E-Axle assembly lines to in-
crease production capacity
and manufacturing flexibility.

The facilities were inaugu-
rated by Managing Director
and CEO Girish Wagh, along
with senior company officials.
The upgrades will enable the
plant to manufacture conven-
tional and zero-emission pow-
ertrains on the same campus.

The company also inaugu-
rated an on-site créche to sup-
port its workforce, with wom-
en accounting for over 30%
of shopfloor employees. The

Dharwad

- o

plant is reportedly the first
manufacturing facility in In-
dia to receive ISO 30415 Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion
validation.

Spread across 650 acres, the
campus operates entirely on
renewable electricity and holds

TATA MOTORS |6t

Water Positive and Zero Waste
to Landfill certifications. Es-
tablished in 2012, the plant
manufactures various commer-
cial vehicles and supports
North Karnataka’s economy
through a wide network of lo-
cal suppliers and MSME:s.

MP praises Modi’s 25 years of public service

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Politics is not a profession but
a commitment to serving the
nation, said MP Kota Srinivas
Poojary, praising Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for com-
pleting 25 years in public ser-
vice.

He was speaking at a felic-
itation programme organised
by the Gurme Foundation, led
by Kaup MLA Gurme Suresh
Shetty, to honour Anganwadi

Poojary said Karnataka had
around 70,000 Anganwadi
centres with approximately
1.30 lakh staff members.
These workers care for nearly
32 lakh children, treating
them with the affection and
concern they would show
their own children. Their con-
tribution to society was com-
mendable, he said.

MLA Gurme Suresh Shetty
said it was a matter of happi-
ness that Karnataka had se-

70,000

Anganwadi centresin
Karnataka

1.30 lakh

staff members

32 lakh

children in their care

workers, helpers and ASHA

workers from the taluk.
Highlighting the contribu-

tion of Anganwadi workers,

cured second place in the SIR
process. He also said India’s
global image had changed
significantly since 2021.

Referring to the country’s
economic growth, Shetty said
India, which had earlier
ranked 13th in the global
economy, had risen to fourth
place. He appreciated the
dedication and hard work of
Anganwadi and ASHA work-
ers and stressed the impor-
tance of recognising their
services.

Around 600 Anganwadi
workers, helpers and ASHA
workers from the taluk were
felicitated at the programme
in recognition of their contri-
butions to public welfare.

Leader Lalaji R. Mendon,
former BJP district president
Mattaru Ratnakar Hegde and
BJP district president Naveen
Shetty Kuthyar addressed the
gathering.

BJP Mahila Morcha state

general secretary Shilpa G. Su-
varna, former Zilla Panchayat
member Geetanjali M. Suvar-
na, district secretary Srikanth
Nayak, Mahila Morcha presi-
dent Neeta Gururaj, Yuva
Morcha president Sonu Panga-
la and Minority Morcha presi-
dent Nazir Sheikh attended the
event. Municipal president
Mohini Shetty, vice-president
Sarita Shivanand, Kaup Man-
dal BJP president Jitendra
Shetty and Udyavar Mandal
secretary Gopalakrishna Rao
were also present.

Poojary said a service-ori-
ented administration was
functioning at the Centre un-
der Modi’s leadership, and
described Modi as a leader
who had chosen to work for
the country despite the preva-
lence of family-based politics.

P N RAO unveils Kanjivaram-
inspired suit collection

HUBBALLI

P N RAO Fine Suits has un-
veiled its new collection,
“Weaves of Legacy — Time-
less Art of the Kanjivaram,”
celebrating South Indian her-
itage through contemporary
menswear. The launch fea-
tured a curated fashion show
and live Carnatic music per-
formance.

Inspired by Kanchipuram’s
temple architecture and tradi-
tional Kanjivaram silk, the
collection incorporates motifs
such as the Yazhi, peacock,
lotus and elephant into mod-
ern suit designs, textures and
detailing.

Founded in Bengaluru in
1923 by Pishe Narayan Rao,
the heritage brand operates
across Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Hubballi, Coimbatore and
Chennai. Now managed by its

third generation, the company
is embracing a more experi-
mental and design-focused
identity for its Autumn-Win-
ter 2026 collection.

Ketan Pishe, partner at PN
RAO Fine Suits, said the col-
lection reflects the brand’s
commitment to craftsmanship
while bringing traditional art-
istry into modern tailoring.

The initiative combines cul-
tural inspiration with contem-
porary elegance, reaffirming
the brand’s focus on bespoke
suits for modern men.

Sugarcane farmers warn
of statewide bandh

CH NEWS, GURLAPUR

Sugarcane farmer leader Sha-
shikanta Guruji has warned of
a statewide bandh in Karnata-
ka if the government fails to
meet farmers’ demand for a
minimum price of 5,500 per
tonne of sugarcane.

Speaking while leading the
sugarcane growers’ protest in
Gurlapur, he said farmers
would announce their next
course of action by Monday
evening if their demands re-
mained unfulfilled.

Guruji said details of discus-
sions between the Chief Min-
ister and sugar factory owners
had not yet been made public.
Farmers were waiting for a
clear decision on their demand
before deciding how to inten-
sify the agitation. He said sug-
arcane growers and farmer
leaders from different political

backgrounds would meet at 7
pm or 8§ pm on Monday to dis-
cuss the issue. The decisions
taken at the meeting and the
future course of the protest
would be communicated to the
media, he added.

He stressed that the farm-
ers’ association would not ac-
cept excuses or proposals that
placed the entire financial
burden on sugar factories. He
claimed that a large number of
farmers had participated in the
protest and warned that the
agitation could intensify if the
issue remained unresolved.

Guruji said that if the dead-
lock continued for four or five
days, farmers could launch a
statewide bandh. He also
warned of demonstrations in-
volving the beating of tradi-
tional halagi drums outside
the residences of MLAs to
press for their support.

Newlywed
couple killed in
Chikkaballapura

road accident

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

A newlywed couple died on
the spot after their electric
bike collided head-on with an
Eeco car on the Chintama-
ni-Bengaluru road on Mon-
day. The deceased were iden-
tified as Shanmukha (27) and
his wife Mithula (24), resi-
dents of Chintamani. The cou-
ple had married just a few
months ago. Three people
travelling in the car, identified
as Suraj, M.L. Kumar and
Athula, sustained injuries and
were admitted to a nearby
hospital for treatment. Chin-
tamani Rural Circle Inspector
Shivaraj and his team visited
the accident site. Police regis-
tered a case and launched an
investigation to determine the
cause of the collision.
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Seelam announces Nov 1
protest against
electoral roll revision

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

A protest will be held in New
Delhi on November 1, de-
manding the cancellation of
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls and
the resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, said G.D. Seelam.

Seelam alleged that the
electoral roll revision process
was being used to facilitate
“vote theft” and raised con-
cerns over its impact on the
democratic rights of citizens.
He called for greater transpar-
ency in the preparation and
revision of voter lists.

According to him, the pro-
posed protest aims to draw
attention to concerns sur-
rounding the SIR process and
demand accountability from
the authorities responsible for
conducting elections. The
protesters are expected to
press for the cancellation of
the revision exercise and seek
the resignation of Gyanesh
Kumar.

Seelam alleged that elector-
al roll revision should not be-
come a means of depriving

eligible citizens of their vot-
ing rights. He stressed that
every eligible voter must be
able to exercise the constitu-
tional right to vote without
facing unnecessary obstacles.

The planned demonstration
on November 1 is intended to
bring these concerns to the
national level. The demands
include reviewing the current

Seelam alleged that the
electoral roll revision was
being used for “vote
theft,” threatening
citizens’ democratic rights.

electoral roll revision process
and ensuring that voter lists
are prepared in a transparent
and fair manner.

The issue has become a
subject of political debate,
with critics raising questions
about the conduct and possi-
ble consequences of the SIR
exercise.

The proposed protest is ex-
pected to focus on electoral
transparency, accountability
and the protection of voting
rights.

Indriya launches Diwali
campaign celebrating Love

HUBBALLI

Indriya, the fine jewellery
brand from Aditya Birla Jew-
ellery, has launched its Diwa-
li campaign, ‘Festival of
Love’, featuring real-life cou-
ple Aditi Rao Hydari and Sid-
dharth.

Conceptualised by Ogilvy
West and directed by Kopal
Naithani, the campaign high-
lights intimate gestures and
emotional connections that
make festive celebrations
meaningful. The film follows
the couple preparing to host
friends for Diwali, focusing
on the affection shared amid
festive preparations.

POLITICAL STATEMENTS CLASH

Jewellery that celebrates
a festival of love*
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Alongside the campaign,
Indriya introduced Padmika,
a festive collection crafted in
22-karat yellow gold. Inspired
by Goddess Lakshmi, pros-
perity and auspicious begin-
nings, the collection features
lotus motifs and traditional
Gulabi Meenakari pink enam-
el work.

Indriya CEO Sandeep
Kohli said the campaign aims
to strengthen emotional con-
nections with customers,
while the collection combines
traditional craftsmanship with
contemporary design. The ini-
tiative celebrates love, togeth-
erness and festive elegance.

Beldale criticises Kharge’s
remarks on PM’s father

CH NEWS, BIDAR

BJP state secretary and Bidar
South MLA Dr. Shailendra
Beldale has criticised AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge
over his reported remarks
concerning Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s late father at
an event in Patna, Bihar.

In a statement, Beldale said
the remarks were inappropri-
ate for a senior leader who
had spent five decades in pub-
lic life and held several im-
portant positions. He said
leaders should maintain dig-
nity while making public
statements, particularly when
referring to the families of po-
litical opponents.

He condemned Kharge’s
reported comments and de-
manded that he issue a public
apology to Prime Minister
Modi and the people of the
country. He alleged that the
incident reflected the political
culture of the Congress party.

The BJP leader also re-
ferred to a reported incident in
which a Congress worker was
allegedly assaulted by others

at the gathering after saying,
“Modi isn’t going anywhere.”
He further questioned
Kharge’s response to the
worker’s remark and alleged
that the incident raised con-
cerns about the treatment of
differing opinions within the
party. Beldale reiterated that
political leaders should exer-
cise restraint in their public
statements and respect demo-
cratic principles, even while
criticising their opponents.
The comments by the BJP
MLA add to the political ex-

Political differences
should be addressed
through democratic
discussion rather than
confrontation

change between the BJP and
the Congress following the
reported remarks at the Patna
event. Kharge’s comments
and the alleged assault on the
Congress worker were cited
by Beldale as reasons for his
criticism.

Dr. Shailendra Beldale

The statement was issued
by Nagesh Siddha, media and
coordination assistant to Dr.
Shailendra Beldale, MLA for
Bidar South.

Beldale said freedom of ex-
pression was an essential part
of democracy and that people
should be able to express their
views without facing violence
or intimidation. Condemning
the reported assault, he said
political differences should be
addressed through democratic
discussion rather than con-
frontation.
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Employability skills
training launchedat
Women’s College

CH NEWS,
KALABURAGI

An employability skills
training programme has
been launched at Veer-
amma Gangasiri Wom-

en’s College in Kalaburagi
to help students improve
their career prospects.
The initiative aims to
equip students with es-
sential skills required in
the job market and pre-
pare them for employ-
ment opportunities. Such
programmes help young
women develop confi-
dence, improve their
communication abilities
and understand work-
place expectations. The
training is expected to
support studentsin
strengthening their pro-
fessional capabilities and
preparing for future ca-
reers.

Six-week blouse
stitching training for
women in Madikeri

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

The MSME Development
and Facilitation Office
(MSME-DFO), Mangaluru,
under the Union Ministry
of Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises, will or-
ganise a six-week Entre-
preneurship and Skill De-
velopment Programme
(ESDP) for womenin
Madikeri from Nov 2,
2026. The programme
will provide practical
training in blouse stitching
and information on entre-
preneurship, business op-
portunities, government
schemes, enterprise reg-
istration, financial assis-
tance and market access.
Women interested in
learning tailoring, earning
an income or starting
their own tailoring busi-
nesses are encouraged to
participate. For registra-
tion and further details,
interested candidates can
contact programme coor-
dinator Suman S. Raju,
Assistant Director, at
9448383720.

RSS leader killed after
car hits bicycle in Udupi

CH NEWS, UDUPI

An RSS leader died on
the spot after a car hit
him while he was riding a
bicycle near Kota Junc-
tion in Udupi district. The
deceased was identified
as Gurudas Shenoy. Ac-
cording to reports, the
speeding car struck him
while he was crossing the
road with his bicycle. Fol-
lowing the collision, the
car reportedly lost control
and overturned. The car
driver, identified as
Pradeep Kanchan, sus-
tained serious injuries and
was shifted to a hospital
in Brahmavar for treat-
ment. Police are investi-
gating the incident to es-
tablish the exact circum-
stances of the accident.

It is for general information that I,
SHIVA KUMAR C R S/o Late C M
RAMANNA, R/o 00, Kanchugara,
Suggikal Kote, Chikmagalur,
Chikkamagalur, Karnataka-577101,
declare that the name of mine and my | !
wife have been wrongly written as | |
C.R.SHIVAKUMAR and K.S.GEETHA in
my minor son HONNU SAI PRASADA C
S, aged 15 years in his Birth Certificate
Registration No. 2011-B-3286. The
actual name of mine and my wife is
SHIVA KUMAR C R and GEETHAK S
respectively, which may be amended
accordingly.

I, Murali Narasimha alias N

Murali alias Murali Narasimha
Bhat alias Murali N S/o
Narasimha Bhat R/o Flat No, D- | |
406, Mantri Greens, Sampige
Road, Malleswaram, PO: ||
Malleswaram, Dist: Bengaluru, :
Karnataka-560003 have
changed my name to Murali :

Narasimha

Vijayendra: Congress ignoring
Siddaramaiah sting probe

He also criticised the state government over alleged corruption,
farmers’ issues, and the handling of the Mysuru Dasara celebrations.

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Karnataka BJP president B.Y.
Vijayendra has accused for-
mer Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and the Congress gov-
ernment of showing little in-
terest in investigating the al-
leged sting operation involv-
ing him.

Speaking to reporters in
Shivamogga on Monday, Vi-
jayendra said Siddaramaiah
had played a significant role
in bringing the Congress to
power in Karnataka but was
now being treated unfairly
within his own party.

He alleged that discussions
about a purported “CD and
pen drive factory” had created
anxiety among Congress lead-
ers. Referring to statements
by Congress leaders, includ-
ing Yathindra Siddaramaiah,
Vijayendra demanded that the
controversy be investigated
and brought to a logical con-

B.Y. Vijayendra

clusion. The allegations sur-
rounding the reported sting
operation have not been inde-
pendently established.

Chalavadi
Narayanaswamy
criticises Congress
Meanwhile, Leader of the Op-
position in the Legislative
Council Chalavadi Narayanas-
wamy criticised Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
over his remarks about Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. He
accused Kharge of making
controversial statements to ap-
pease Rahul Gandhi and

yar. He alleged that estab-
lished traditions and protocols
had not been followed and
demanded that the govern-

BJP targets Cong government

Vijayendra also criticised the government’s handling of Mysuru Dasara,
alleging that the royal family was not adequately consulted during
the organisation of events, including Yuva Dasara and Mahila Dasara.
He claimed that the celebrations were affected by confusion and that
the government had prioritised publicity over established traditions.
Highlighting farmers’ problems, Vijayendra alleged that the
government had failed to provide adequate support amid drought
conditions and electricity shortages. He demanded compensation for
sugarcane growers facing difficulties and urged the government to

address their demands.

claimed that such rhetoric was
damaging the party’s public
image.

Narayanaswamy also criti-
cised the state government
over the Mysuru Dasara cele-
brations and expressed sup-
port for the concerns report-
edly raised by royal family
member Pramoda Devi Wadi-

ment apologise to her.

The BJP leaders’ remarks
reflect the continuing political
confrontation between the
ruling Congress and opposi-
tion BJP in Karnataka, with
both sides facing questions
over governance, political ac-
countability and public state-
ments.

Cabinet to discuss Shivamogga drought relief: Minister

Emphasising that farmers

face severe difficulties, he

urged that drinking water
supply be given top priority.

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

District in-charge Minister S.
Madhu Bangarappa has said
that the drought situation in
Shivamogga district and the
relief measures required for
farmers will be discussed at
the State Cabinet meeting
scheduled for Oct 29.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, the minister said the
declaration of drought had
been delayed slightly, as the
process had to follow the
guidelines prescribed by the
Central Government.

He stressed that farmers
were facing serious difficul-
ties and called for priority to
be given to drinking water
supply. He said the district’s
problems would be presented
at the Cabinet meeting with

—

S.Madhu Bangarappa

supporting documents.

He also referred to the
Chief Minister’s recent meet-
ing with sugar factory owners
at Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in
Belagavi.

On the four-page statement
issued by Rajamata Pramoda
Devi Wadiyar regarding al-
leged mismanagement during
this year’s Mysuru Dasara
celebrations, Bangarappa said
the government would take
note of her observations and
suggestions.

Regarding the demand to
bring Kannada-medium
schools under the government
grant-in-aid scheme, the min-
ister said the issue would also
be discussed at the Cabinet

meeting. He said he personal-
ly supported the proposal but
added that it required coordi-
nation among different de-
partments. He assured that the
government would take steps
to protect Kannada-medium
education, particularly in
view of the protest planned
for November 14.

On complaints concerning
shoes distributed to school-
children, Bangarappa said
there had been no major com-
plaints about quality, although
some issues had been reported
regarding sizes. He also con-
firmed that shoes would be
distributed to Pre-University
Course students.

Responding to questions
about the alleged sting opera-
tion involving former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, the
minister spoke about his
working relationship with
Siddaramaiah over the past
three years and said Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
had also given him an oppor-
tunity to continue his work.

‘ The Central
Government must
extend assistance to the
State to tackle the
drought. The Chief
Minister will take up the
issue. When thereis no
water, several other
problems arise.”

—S.Madhu Bangarappa,
District in-charge Minister

On former minister K.S.
Eshwarappa’s proposed pro-
test over houses under the
Ashraya scheme, Bangarappa
said he had already discussed
the issue with him. He ex-
plained that the contractor
had absconded and had been
blacklisted. The government
was exploring alternative ar-
rangements to complete the
pending housing work, he
added.

The minister also criticised
the BJP while responding to
questions on the State’s polit-
ical developments.

Valmiki’s Ramayana continues to guide society: MLA

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Maharshi Valmiki, revered as
the Adi Kavi or first poet,
made an invaluable contribu-
tion to Indian literature and
culture through the Ramaya-
na, which continues to guide
society with its messages of
truth, righteousness, sacrifice
and human values, said Nag-
athan MLA Vitthal Ka-
takadond.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the Maharshi Valmi-
ki Jayanti celebrations at Sri
Hanumantharaya Rangaman-
dira in Kachagal, Vijayapura.
The programme was jointly
organised by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
Social Welfare Department,
Karnataka Residential Educa-
tional Institutions Society and
Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki
Scheduled Tribes Develop-
ment Corporation.

jayapura

Katakadond said the Ra-
mayana was not merely a
great epic but also a work that
teaches the importance of
family relationships, devotion
to duty, brotherhood, sacrifice
and an ideal way of life. Its
values have inspired genera-
tions and continue to offer
guidance to people in modern
society.

He said celebrations mark-
ing the birth anniversaries of
great personalities should go
beyond remembering their
achievements. Their ideals
must be adopted in everyday
life and passed on to younger

generations. Such pro-
grammes help promote equal-
ity, social harmony, mutual
respect and human values.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Odram said stu-
dents should develop knowl-
edge, patience, practical skills
and discipline to succeed in
life. He urged them to follow
the path of truth and righ-
teousness and live with
self-respect.

Vijayapura Sub-Divisional
Officer Jufishan Haque said
student life offered many op-
portunities and encouraged
students to make effective use

of them. He advised them to
seek guidance from elders and
teachers while planning their
future.

Guest speaker Padmavathi
Singari explained Valmiki’s
literary contributions and the
significance of the Ramayana.
She stressed the importance
of dedication, reading, lan-
guage learning, brotherhood
and human values.

A puppet show based on
Ekalavya’s story was present-
ed during the event. Children
dressed in various costumes
received prizes, while merito-
rious SSLC and PUC students
and recipients of the Maharshi
Valmiki State Award were fe-
licitated.

Several district officials,
public representatives, educa-
tional institution heads, war-
dens, students and representa-
tives of various organisations
attended the programme.

Halumatha community to
felicitate Nagaraj on Oct 29

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The Halumatha community
will organise a felicitation
ceremony for Rajya Sabha
member and BJP national
vice-president Prof. M.
Nagaraj on October 29 in
recognition of his appoint-
ment to the Upper House
and his position in the party.

The programme will be
held at 11 am at Sri Raja-
rajeshwari Kalyana Manta-
pa, near the satellite bus
stand in Vijayapura, accord-
ing to Raju Biradar, presi-
dent of the Karnataka State
Amateur Cycling Associa-
tion and a leader of the com-
munity.

Several religious leaders
and prominent members of

the Halumatha community
are expected to participate in
the event. Those expected to
attend include Sri Somesh-
wara Swamiji of Mankapur,
priest Mallingaraya Mahara-
ja of Hulijanti Peetha, Appu
Odeyar, the religious head of
the Amoghasiddheshwara
Temple in Arakeri, Madhul-
ing Maharaja of Kucanur
village in Jamkhandi taluk,
and Mallingaraya priest of
Nagathan.

Representatives of local
institutions, including the
municipal corporation, taluk
panchayat and zilla pancha-
yat, along with former mem-
bers, district-level organisa-
tion leaders and other com-
munity representatives, are
also expected to take part.

FARMERS' MEETING TENSIONS

on Monday

Officials at the preparatory meeting for the Agniveer recruitment rally in Chitradurga

Chitradurga readies
for Agniveer
rally from Oct 31

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The district administration
has made elaborate prepara-
tions for the Agniveer recruit-
ment rally scheduled to be
held at Onake Obavva Stadi-
um in Chitradurga from Octo-
ber 31 to November 3.

Deputy Commissioner S.
Ramya has directed officials
to ensure all necessary ar-
rangements are in place for
the smooth conduct of the re-
cruitment process.

She issued the instructions
while chairing a preparatory
meeting at the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office on Mon-
day.

A total of 957 candidates
from 14 districts are expected
to participate in the rally for

Deputy Commissioner
S.Ramya directed
officials to ensure all
necessary
arrangements are in
place for smooth
recruitment.

Agniveer General Duty, Tech-
nical and Tradesman posts.
The districts include Bengal-
uru Urban, Bengaluru Rural,
Bengaluru South, Kolar, Tu-
makuru, Mandya, Mysuru,
Chamarajanagar, Chikka-
ballapura, Ballari, Hassan,
Kodagu, Vijayanagara and
Chitradurga.

Physical fitness tests, med-
ical examinations and docu-
ment verification will be con-
ducted for 543 candidates on
October 31 and the remaining
414 candidates on November
1.

Officials directed to
ensure facilities

The Deputy Commissioner
instructed the Health Depart-
ment to deploy doctors, med-
ical staff and a fully equipped
ambulance at the venue. The
Sports Department was di-
rected to clean the stadium
and restrict access for morn-
ing walkers during the recruit-
ment process. Streetlights
around the stadium must be
functional as candidates are
expected to report as early as
3 am.

Three teams comprising of-
ficials from the Education,
Revenue and Sports depart-
ments will verify educational
certificates, caste and resi-
dence certificates, and NCC
and sports-related documents.

Accommodation for candi-
dates and their parents must
be arranged in nearby student
hostels and community halls.
BSNL has been asked to pro-
vide a reliable, high-speed
internet connection for online

registration and document
verification, with the cost to
be borne by the district ad-
ministration.

Food arrangements will
also be provided for candi-
dates, Army officials and per-
sonnel on duty. The adminis-
tration will arrange suitable
bus services from railway and
bus stations and display direc-
tional banners to help candi-
dates reach the stadium.

Admit cards issued to
957 candidates
Colonel Pushparaj, who is
overseeing the recruitment
rally, said admit cards had
been issued to all 957 candi-
dates who qualified in the on-
line examination. Candidates
must report at the date and
time mentioned on their admit
cards.

The selection process will
begin with admit card verifi-
cation and Aadhaar-linked
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14 districts send candidates to the
Chitradurga rally

biometric registration. Candi-
dates will then be grouped for
running tests, followed by
other physical fitness assess-
ments. Those who qualify
will undergo medical exam-
inations conducted by Army
medical officers. Document
verification will follow as part
of the recruitment process.

Candidates must carry their
admit cards, educational mark
sheets, Aadhaar cards, caste
and income certificates, resi-
dence certificates and recent
passport-sized photographs.
Colonel Pushparaj also re-
quested adequate police de-
ployment to maintain security.

District Superintendent of
Police Kushal Choukse, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
B.T. Kumaraswamy, Sub-Di-
visional Officer Dr. K.J. Kan-
tharaj and other district offi-
cials and Army personnel at-
tended the meeting.

Farmers clash over sugarcane prices at Belagavi meeting

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

A meeting to discuss sugar-
cane prices turned chaotic at
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in
Belagavi on Monday, as
farmers belonging to the fac-
tions led by Kodihalli Chan-
drashekhar and Chunappa
Pujeri clashed over the price
to be demanded from sugar
factories.

The situation became tense
after an argument broke out
during the meeting. Initially,
some farmers reportedly ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over
the lack of drinking water and
tea in the hall.

Although Chunappa Pujeri
managed to calm the gather-
ing, tensions rose again during
his speech.

The immediate trigger was

The price row

IN THE HALL AT THE PROTEST

Rs 4,500 a tonne, Pujeri Rs 5,500 a tonne, the
reportedly said rival faction says

WHERE DETAINED

Suvarna Vidhana Soudha, | More than20 farmerson
Belagavi the highway

Pujeri’s reported statement
that farmers should secure a
price of Rs 4,500 per tonne of
sugarcane. Members of the
Kodihalli Chandrashekhar
faction objected to the state-
ment, alleging that Pujeri was
demanding Rs 5,500 per tonne
during the protest outside but
advocating a lower price in-
side the Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha.

Some farmers from Chan-
drashekhar’s faction reported-

ly accused Pujeri of being a
“suitcase agent”, an allegation
implying that he had accepted
money. The remarks angered
supporters of Pujeri, leading
to a heated exchange that es-
calated into a physical con-
frontation between the two
groups.

Police personnel intervened
to control the situation and
removed two farmers accused
of instigating the clash. The
situation eased after the police

stepped in, allowing the meet-
ing to proceed.

Earlier, sugarcane farmers
had staged a protest by block-
ing the Pune-Bengaluru Na-
tional Highway in front of the
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha,
demanding a better price for
their produce. The road
blockade led to a heated ex-
change between protesters
and police. More than 20
farmers who were sitting on
the highway were taken into
custody.

The clash highlights divi-
sions among farmer groups
over the price to be demanded
for sugarcane. Farmers have
been pressing for better re-
turns amid continuing discus-
sions with the government
and other stakeholders over
the pricing issue.
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Chinaaiming
to build military
footholds in
Southeast Asia

BELJING
Chinais steadily expand-
ing its area of influence in

Southeast Asia through
infrastructure, logistics
networks and strategic
partnerships aimed at
establishing a military
presence in the region,
according to a report. It

observes that instead of
overtly establishing tradi-
tional overseas military
bases, Beijing appears to
be creating what could be
described as a “dual-use
network.” Ports, airfields,
logistics hubs and training
centres are presented as
civilian or cooperative
projects; yet many pos-
sess the infrastructure
necessary for future mili-
tary applications.

Satcom players
at same regulatory
stageinIndia

NEW DELHI
The government has said
security assessments are
underway for all three
licensed satellite commu-
nication operators, includ-
ing Starlink, with all at
broadly the same regula-
tory stage, even as a deci-
sion on spectrum pricing
is close, according to a
report. India’s satellite
internet debate is increas-
ingly being viewed
through the lens of what
it delivers to end users —
reliability, affordability
and choice — even as
attention remains on the
regulatory timeline for
new entrants, as per anal-
ysis. The discussion has
intensified amid delays to
Starlink rollout in India
with Musk alleging that
business interests have
impeded the company’s
progress, it added.
However, no evidence has
been publicly provided to
support those claims.

Fed to hit pause
onrate hikes, but

maybe not for long

NEW YORK
Federal Reserve policy-
makers have telegraphed
they will not raise US
short-term borrowing
costs again this week, but
with inflation concerns
still front and centre,
investors believe a rate-
hike pause will not last for
long.

Data due just one day
after the Fed’s antici-
pated decision to hold
rates steady in the 3.75%-
4.00% range will under-
score why. Inflation
picked up last month and
broadened well beyond
rising fuel prices, and US
economic growth acceler-
ated last quarter, govern-
ment reports are
expected to show, with
gains powered by solid
consumer spending and
surging business invest-
ment driven by demand
for AlL.Meanwhile the
labour market has been
stable: The unemploy-
ment rate was 4.2% last
month and weekly unem-
ployment insurance
claims are running lower
than at any point in Fed
Chairman Kevin Warsh’s
lifetime.Indeed, analysts
say, were it not for a sharp
rise in US Treasury yields
in the weeks following the
Fed’s September rate
hike, a second straight
increase this week would
have beenin the cards.
Financial markets
responded by slashing
bets on a rate hike. As of
Friday, rate futures were
pricing a 90% chance of
a hold at the Fed’s

October 27-28 meeting.

GeM promotes AABHAR
collection forartisans

It showcases Indian handicrafts, handlooms and regional
products, connecting artisans with govt buyers while promoting
cultural heritage and supporting rural entrepreneurs.

NEW DELHI

The Government e-Market-
place (GeM) is promoting the
AABHAR Collection, a dedi-
cated digital storefront that
showcases curated gift items
and hampers reflecting India’s
rich cultural heritage, an offi-
cial statement said on
Monday.

The collection features
handicrafts, handlooms, artis-
anal foods, pantry products and
personal care items. It provides
government buyers with gift-
ing options for official ceremo-
nies, conferences, state events,
foreign delegations, employee
recognition programmes, re-
tirement functions and festive
occasions.

By connecting their products
with government procurement
opportunities, the initiative
aims to strengthen market ac-
cess for local artisans, weavers,
rural entrepreneurs and wom-
en-led enterprises.
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Central and State emporiums

7

more completing seller
onboarding
“The ‘“AABHAR Collection’
marks an important milestone
in enhancing visibility of in-
digenous arts and crafts, show-
casing the rich tapestry of Indi-
an heritage and culture, and
empowering underserved seller

Welcome to
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Government
e Marketplac

Procurement Reimagine

groups through the network of
Central and State Handicraft
and Handloom Emporiums,”
said Mihir Kumar, Chief Exec-
utive Officer, GeM.

The collection currently fea-
tures 294 product catalogue
listings from 10 Central and
State handloom and handicraft
emporiums. These include
COTTAGE from the Central
Cottage Industries Emporium,
Khadi India from the Khadi
and Village Industries Com-
mission, Garvi Gurjari of Gu-
jarat, Himcrafts of Himachal
Pradesh, Jharcraft of

Jharkhand, Cauvery of Karna-
taka, Mrignayani of Madhya
Pradesh, Marhati of Maharash-
tra, Purbashree from the North-
east and Poompuhar of Tamil

‘ The AABHAR

Collection marks an
important milestonein
enhancing visibility of
indigenous arts and
crafts.”

— Mihir Kumar, CEO, GeM

Nadu.

Seven additional govern-
ment emporiums and organisa-
tions are at an advanced stage
of completing the seller on-
boarding process, which would
enable them to offer their cu-
rated products through the
storefront.The initiative seeks
to integrate India’s artisanal
ecosystem into the public pro-
curement landscape under the
Vocal for Local approach.

Govt allows E100 in

NEW DELHI

The government has amend-
ed the Central Motor Vehi-
cles Rules, 1989, introducing
provisions for vehicles using
100 per cent ethanol (E100)
fuel in flex-fuel vehicles,
with the changes taking ef-
fect from Monday.

According to a notification
issued by the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways, references to E85 fuel
have been expanded in sever-
al emission standards and
testing requirements to in-
clude E85 or E100. The
amendment allows the stan-
dards to account for vehicles
designed to operate on higher
ethanol blends.

However, the government
has clarified that E85 or
E100 fuel must be used only
in flex-fuel vehicles specifi-
cally designed by original
equipment manufacturers
(OEMs).

The amendments also re-

flex-fuel vehicles

Ethanol demand and
capacity, billion litres

E25 demand 179

E20 demand 14.3

vise certain vehicle and fuel
classifications. The gross ve-
hicle weight threshold in one
emission table has been in-
creased to 3,500 kg from
3,000 kg. Other changes up-
date references to hydro-
gen-compressed natural gas
(HCNG), petrol blended with
up to 20 per cent ethanol
(E20), biodiesel standards
and technical details in emis-
sion-testing tables and notes.

The move comes amid ef-
forts to expand ethanol use in
India’s transport sector.
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari has previously said
that running a car entirely on
ethanol could bring fuel costs
down to the equivalent of
around Rs 25 per litre.

Separately, a Brickwork
Ratings report estimated that
ethanol demand under an
E25 blending scenario could
reach 17.9 billion litres by
financial year 2031 in its
base case.

Govt backs Manastu Space with
Rs 116 cr for innovation

NEW DELHI

The Technology Development
Board (TDB), under the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology
(DST), has signed an agreement
with Navi Mumbai-based
Manastu Space Technologies

Project details

B Support: Rs 116 crore under
the RDI Fund

® Technology: hydrogen
peroxide-based green
propulsion

® Funding:optionally
convertible debt

Private Limited to provide
Rs 116 crore in financial support
for the development of indige-
nous green propulsion technolo-
gy for satellites and launch
vehicles.

The funding, extended under

the Research Development and
Innovation (RDI) Fund, will sup-
port a project with a total esti-
mated cost of Rs 277.63 crore.
According to the Ministry of
Science and Technology, the ini-
tiative aims to develop a scal-
able, integrated propulsion sys-
tem covering thrust requirements
ranging from 5 millinewtons to
300 newtons.

The programme seeks to ad-
vance the technology from Tech-
nology Readiness Level (TRL)-6
to TRL-9, taking it closer to full
validation and deployment.

Manastu Space is developing
an indigenous propulsion plat-
form based on hydrogen perox-

ide combined with additives. The
system integrates an engine and
catalyst technology intended to
offer improved performance and
cost efficiency while reducing
operational challenges associated
with conventional propellants.

TDB Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Pathak said indigenous propul-
sion technologies were important
for strengthening India’s capabil-
ities across the space value
chain.

He highlighted the growing
need for propulsion systems that
combine performance, reliability,
operational safety and cost effi-
ciency as the country’s space
ecosystem expands.

‘PM Gati Shakti model paves
way for people-centric infra’

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday highlighted
that India’s infrastructure
planning has, in recent years,
transitioned from individual
projects into a more integrat-
ed people-centric approach
aimed at better connectivity,
ease of living and higher eco-
nomic growth under the PM
Gati Shakti model.

PM Modi shared an article
on X, written by NITI Aayog
member and former Cabinet
Secretary, Rajiv Gauba, which
underscores that the Prime
Minister’s 25 years in public
office have reshaped how in-
frastructure is planned and
delivered.

The article states that there
is a fundamental difference
between the coordination that
governments have traditional-
ly practised and PM Modi’s
Gati Shakti approach. Instead
of discovering interdependen-
cies when they spark a con-

flict on the ground, planners
now identify them while proj-
ects are still on the drawing
board.

“Before a road is designed,
what else is slated for that

o= : :
corridor? If a port is meant to
serve a wider region, how
will its hinterland be connect-
ed, and can these investments
be sequenced so that one is
ready the moment the other
goes live? The Gati Shakti ap-
proach helped discover such
interdependencies and miti-
gate conflicts, which helped

plan projects in such a way
that it optimised the costs”,
according to the article.

In over 25 years in public
life, first as Gujarat chief min-
ister and then Prime Minister,

“The Gati Shakti
approach helped
discover such
interdependencies and
mitigate conflicts, which
helped plan projects in
such a way that it
optimised the costs.”

RAJIV GAUBA NITI Aayog
member, in his article

Narendra Modi has led a ma-
jor expansion of infrastruc-
ture. The transformation of
Gujarat’s infrastructure during
his tenure as CM is an import-
ant part of the state’s develop-
ment story. At the national
level, too, the transformation
has been truly momentous.

India’s airport network has
more than doubled.

‘Q commerce to need 75 mn sq ft

NEW DELHI

India’s fast-growing quick
commerce sector is expected
to require nearly 75 million
square feet of urban logistics
space by 2030 because of the
rapid expansion of dark stores
and supporting warehousing
infrastructure, a report said on
Monday. A report by CBRE
South Asia estimates that the
sector will need about 42 mil-
lion square feet of in-city dark
stores and another 33 million
square feet of mother hubs by
the end of the decade.
Mother hubs are large ware-
houses typically located on
city outskirts that stock inven-
tory and replenish multiple
dark stores through a hub-
and-spoke distribution model,
it added. India’s quick com-
merce ecosystem has expand-
ed to around 7,800 dark stores
in 2026 and currently occu-
pies nearly 27 million square

of logistics space b

feet of logistics space across
more than 100 cities.
Around 65-70 per cent of
the existing dark-store net-
work remains concentrated in
the country’s top eight metro-
politan markets, but operators
are increasingly expanding
into tier-II and tier-111 cities.
Quick commerce-related
warehousing demand record-
ed a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 81 per cent
between 2021 and 2025, ac-
counting for about 4 to 5
per cent of total logistics leas-
ing activity across India
during the period, it added. In
addition, annual space absorp-
tion linked to quick com-
merce increased from 3.1 mil-

y 2030’

lion square feet in 2024 to 4.3
million square feet in 2025.
City-wise, Delhi-NCR
emerged as the largest market
and accounted for 21 per cent
of total quick commerce

Who leads g-commerce
warehousing

share of demand, 2021 to H12026
Delhi-NCR 21%
Mumbai 20%
Bengaluru 17%
Hyderabad 16%
Chennai 11%

Figures: CBRE South Asia

warehousing demand be-
tween 2021 and the first half
of 2026, followed closely by
Mumbai at 20 per cent and
Bengaluru at 17 per cent. Hy-
derabad contributed 16
per cent and Chennai 11
per cent.

ENERGY SUPPLY PRESSURE

Gulf war risk: Indian exporters
get extended safety net

NEW DELHI

The Department of Com-
merce has extended the time-
lines under ‘Component II of
RELIEF (Resilience & Lo-
gistics Intervention for Ex-
port Facilitation)’, a time-
bound intervention under the
Export Promotion Mission
(EPM), until March 31,
2027, to provide risk cover-
age to export shipments due
to the continuing Middle East
conflict, according to an offi-
cial statement.

The extension has been un-
dertaken in view of contin-
ued geopolitical disruptions
in West Asia and their impact
on maritime logistics across
the Gulf and adjoining
regions.

‘Component I’ of the ini-
tiative aims to encourage ex-
porters to obtain Export
Credit Guarantee Corpora-
tion of India (ECGC) cover

for upcoming shipments to
specified regions by provid-
ing 95 per cent risk
coverage.

The benefit is available for
standalone and whole turn-
over policies obtained on or
after March 16, 2026. Under
this component, the premium
payable by eligible exporters
is protected against increases
beyond pre-disruption levels
during the eligible period.

Exporters seeking cover-
age under the RELIEF initia-
tive are required to submit
claims and supporting docu-
ments through the ECGC
customer portal. Guidance on

generating user IDs and pass-
words, completing exporter
registration and submitting
claims under the initiative is
available through dedicated
video tutorials on ECGC’s
official YouTube channel,
said the statement.

Launched on March 19,
2026, RELIEF is a targeted
intervention to support Indi-
an exporters facing extraor-
dinary freight cost escalation,
higher insurance premium
and war-related export risks
arising from disruptions in
the Gulf and the wider West
Asian maritime corridor.

There have been reports of
ships being hit in drone and
missile attacks around the
Strait of Hormuz. The war
danger has also spread to the
Red Sea area following the
Houthis launching attacks in
Yemen to take over vast
swathes of territory along the
coastal region.

India’s natural gas import

NEW DELHI

India’s natural gas import
bill rose 23 per cent to
$8.5 billion during
April-September of the
current financial year from
$6.9 billion in the corre-
sponding period last year,
as global energy prices in-
creased amid the conflict

in West Asia, according to
government data.

Figures compiled by the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC)
show that the increase was
primarily driven by higher
international prices,
alongside a rise in import-
ed liquefied natural gas
(LNG) volumes. India im-

ported 18,189 million
standard cubic metres
(MMSCM) of LNG during
the six-month period, up
4.4 per cent from 17,414
MMSCM in the year-ago
period.A senior official
said disruptions to ship-
ments through the Strait of
Hormuz forced oil market-
ing companies to source

more LNG from the Unit-
ed States, adding to trans-
portation costs.
Domestic natural gas
production also weakened,
declining 4.4 per cent to
16,804 MMSCM during
the first half of the finan-
cial year, compared with
17,585 MMSCM in the
same period last year.

ill jumps 23%

Meanwhile, overall nat-
ural gas consumption re-
mained broadly stable at
34,769 MMSCM, against
34,773 MMSCM in the
year-ago period. However,
India’s dependence on im-
ported gas increased to
52.3 per cent from 50.1
per cent, highlighting the
growing role of overseas

supplies in meeting do-
mestic demand.

September figures
showed the import bill re-
maining broadly un-
changed at $1.2 billion
despite an 8.5 per cent fall
in import volumes to
2,957 MMSCM from
3,233 MMSCM a year
earlier.
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BEYOND WINGBEATS: HOW WILD
BIRDS USE NATURE TO FLY
MORE EFFICIENTLY

light is one of nature’s
Fmost remarkable

achievements. Birds
cross continents, soar above
mountains and travel thou-
sands of kilometres with as-
tonishing precision. While
their wings provide the power
needed to fly, wingbeats alone
do not explain their extraordi-
nary endurance. Many wild
birds use naturally occurring
air currents, rising warm air
and wind patterns to reduce
the energy required for flight.
By taking advantage of these
invisible sources of lift, they
demonstrate how nature can
make movement more effi-
cient. Recent scientific inter-
est in bird flight is revealing
important insights into how
birds combine physical
strength, environmental
awareness and instinct to con-
serve energy. Their abilities
offer valuable lessons not
only for understanding wild-
life but also for designing
more efficient aircraft and im-
proving our knowledge of
aerodynamics.

The Sky as a Source of Energy
Birds do not always need to
flap their wings continuously
to remain airborne. Under
suitable atmospheric condi-
tions, the air itself can provide
the lift they need. One import-
ant mechanism is thermal
soaring, in which sunlight
warms the ground unevenly,
causing pockets of warm air
to rise. These rising air col-
umns, known as thermals, can
carry birds upward with rela-
tively little muscular effort.
Large birds, including eagles,
vultures and some storks, fre-
quently exploit thermals. They
circle within rising air, gain-
ing altitude before gliding to-
wards their next destination.
By repeating this process,
they can travel considerable
distances while conserving
energy. This strategy is espe-
cially useful for birds with
broad wings and relatively
large bodies. Their physical
structure enables them to re-
main airborne efficiently, al-
lowing them to benefit from
rising air instead of relying
exclusively on repeated wing
beats.

Using Wind to Reduce Effort

Thermals are not the only nat-
ural resource available to fly-
ing birds. Wind flowing over
hills, cliffs and mountain
ridges can be forced upward,
creating rising currents that
birds use to maintain altitude.
This technique, known as
ridge soaring, is particularly
valuable in landscapes where
suitable wind conditions oc-
cur regularly. Some seabirds
use another technique called
dynamic soaring. By moving
between layers of air with dif-
ferent wind speeds, they can
gain energy from wind gradi-
ents. Albatrosses are particu-
larly well known for using
this method to travel across
vast stretches of ocean with
remarkably little flapping.
These behaviours reveal that
efficient flight depends not
merely on wing design but
also on selecting the right
route, altitude and atmospher-
ic conditions. Birds effective-
ly use their surroundings as
part of their flight system.

Instinct, Experience and
Environmental Awareness

How do birds identify and ex-
ploit favourable air currents?
Their flight behaviour reflects
a combination of inherited
abilities, sensory information
and learning. Birds can re-
spond to wind direction, visu-
al landmarks and changes in
their surroundings. Some spe-
cies also appear to adjust their
movements according to local
weather and terrain. Migra-
tory birds face particularly
demanding journeys. They
must balance energy expendi-
ture, weather conditions, food

Dr. Vijay
Garg

availability and the need to
reach breeding or wintering
grounds at the appropriate
time. Using supportive winds
and rising air can reduce the
physical cost of migration and

help them travel farther with
limited energy reserves. How-
ever, birds cannot rely on free
lift in every situation. Flap-
ping remains essential during
take-off, low-speed manoeu-
vres, flight through unsuitable
air conditions and many other
circumstances. Efficient flight
results from switching be-
tween different strategies as
conditions change.

Lessons for Aviation and
Technology

Bird flight offers valuable in-
spiration for engineers. Air-
craft designers continually
seek ways to reduce fuel con-
sumption, improve aerody-
namic performance and ex-
tend flight range. Studying
how birds exploit natural lift
may help researchers develop
better flight-planning sys-
tems, improve soaring tech-
nologies and refine autono-
mous gliders. Uncrewed air-
craft could potentially use
rising air currents to extend
their endurance, reducing the
need for battery power or oth-
er energy sources. Better un-
derstanding of atmospheric
movement could also improve
route planning for conven-
tional aircraft, although avia-
tion safety and operational
requirements must remain the
priority. The wider lesson is
that efficiency does not al-
ways come from generating
more power. Sometimes, it
comes from recognising and
using energy already available
in the environment.

Protecting the Natural Systems
That Support Flight

Birds depend on healthy eco-
systems and suitable atmo-
spheric conditions. Habitat
loss, climate change, pollution
and disturbance can threaten
their survival and migration
routes. Changes in weather
patterns may also alter the
availability or predictability of
the air currents on which some
soaring birds depend. Protect-
ing wetlands, grasslands, for-
ests, coastal areas and moun-
tain habitats is therefore es-
sential. Conservation efforts
must also consider the risks
posed by buildings, power
lines and wind turbines, par-
ticularly along important mi-
gration corridors. Understand-
ing birds’ flight strategies can
strengthen conservation plan-
ning by revealing how closely
wildlife is connected to the
physical environment. Wild
birds demonstrate that flight is
not simply a matter of beating
wings harder or producing
more muscular power. It is
also an art of cooperation with
nature. By exploiting ther-
mals, ridge lift and wind gra-
dients, many species conserve
energy and travel extraordi-
nary distances. Their abilities
challenge us to think different-
ly about efficiency. In nature,
success often depends on
adapting intelligently to avail-
able resources rather than ex-
pending maximum effort at
every moment.

As scientists continue to in-
vestigate the secrets of bird
flight, these remarkable crea-
tures may help humanity de-
velop technologies that are
more economical, environ-
mentally responsible and in-
spired by the natural world.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Beware of Cyber Scams
The sharp rise in digital fraud
and cybercrime is alarming. De-
spite increasing internet usage,
public awareness regarding fi-
nancial scams remains danger-
ously low. Authorities must step
up strict cybersecurity measures
and launch mass awareness cam-
paigns. Citizens should also prac-
tice extreme caution while shar-
ing financial information online.
—R. Immanuel Raj

Time for Green Cities

The worsening climate crisis de-
mands immediate, structured ac-
tion in our cities. Expanding ur-
ban green spaces and adopting
rooftop solar power must become
top municipal priorities. Small
community-driven initiatives like
rainwater harvesting can signifi-
cantly combat urban heat waves
and water scarcity. We cannot
afford further delays in protecting
our environment. — Ajith Kiran

SOCIAL SECURITY AS A SHIELD OF PROTECTION
AND THE BEACON OF INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

he true measure of a na-
I tion’s progress cannot
be determined solely by
its economic growth rate,
massive industrial projects,
technological advancements,
foreign investment, or rising
per capita income. The real
significance of development
lies in ensuring that even the
person standing on the lowest
rung of society is protected
against life’s uncertainties;
that workers have confidence
in their future; that old age
does not become synonymous
with deprivation; and that ill-
ness does not push an entire
family into the abyss of finan-
cial distress. Social security is
the foundation of such hu-
mane development. It is not
merely a system of govern-
ment assistance but a funda-
mental pillar of human digni-
ty, self-confidence, economic
stability, and social justice. It
is upon this foundation that a
strong, equitable, and inclu-
sive nation can be built. Un-
der the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Union Government has, in re-
cent years, taken several steps
to broaden the reach of social
security through an expansion
of welfare schemes. These
initiatives have helped con-
nect crores of people with
various forms of financial,
healthcare, food, and social
assistance. Nevertheless, giv-
en the changing economic
landscape and the needs of
India’s vast workforce, much
more remains to be done.
According to the Interna-
tional Labour Organization’s
(ILO) 2025 report, the cover-
age of social protection in
India has increased from 19
per cent in 2015 to 64.3 per
cent, encompassing more
than 940 million citizens.
This expansion indicates that
social protection has become
an important component of
the country’s development
priorities. However, the suc-
cess of social security cannot
be assessed merely by count-
ing the number of beneficia-
ries. The more fundamental
questions are: How many
people receive adequate assis-
tance when they need it most?
How many families are able
to recover from the crises of

illness and unemployment?
And how many workers can
look forward to a dignified
life in their old age? Along-
side the wider reach of wel-
fare schemes, their adequacy,
quality, and continuity are
equally important.

The significance of social
security is particularly pro-
nounced in a vast and diverse
country like India, where a
substantial proportion of the
workforce is engaged in the
informal sector. According to
available labour-related esti-
mates, approximately 87 per
cent of the country’s work-
force belongs to the informal
sector. Agricultural labourers,
construction workers, domes-
tic workers, street vendors,
small shopkeepers, daily-wage
earners, and people engaged
in various service occupations
keep the wheels of the Indian
economy turning.

Yet, a large number of them
lack access to regular wages,
provident fund benefits, pen-
sions, health insurance, and
accident protection. Their
lives are frequently overshad-
owed by uncertainty, as the
availability of work and the
loss of employment can occur
without warning. In such cir-
cumstances, restricting social
security primarily to the or-
ganised sector is simply not
enough. Its protective reach
must extend to those hard-
working hands whose labour
sustains the nation’s produc-
tion systems and service econ-
omy.

The government led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has developed a com-
prehensive framework for de-
livering public assistance
through Jan Dhan bank ac-
counts, Direct Benefit Trans-
fer (DBT), Aadhaar-based
identification, and digital pub-
lic infrastructure. The Prad-
han Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
has contributed significantly
to bringing people previously
excluded from banking into
the formal financial system.
Direct Benefit Transfer has
helped reduce the role of in-
termediaries in numerous
welfare schemes and facilitat-
ed the direct transfer of assis-
tance to beneficiaries’ bank
accounts. These mechanisms
have strengthened the poten-
tial for greater transparency,
accountability, and efficiency
in the implementation of so-
cial security programmes.

Healthcare protection is
among the most sensitive and
vital dimensions of social se-
curity. The Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana has played an import-
ant role in extending health
coverage to eligible families
for hospitalisation and treat-
ment. The initiative to bring
senior citizens aged 70 years
and above under the ambit of

healthcare coverage through
the Ayushman Vay Vandana
Yojana has also sought to
ease medical anxieties during
old age. Nevertheless, there
remains a pressing need to
increase public expenditure
on healthcare, strengthen pri-
mary health centres, ensure
the availability of specialist
doctors in rural areas, and re-
duce the cost of medicines
and diagnostic tests. When a
serious illness wipes out a
family’s savings accumulated
over many years or forces it
to borrow heavily, it exposes
the limitations of the existing
social security framework.
Healthcare can become a tru-
ly effective shield of protec-
tion only when the affordabil-
ity of treatment is ensured
alongside its availability.

In the sphere of financial
security, initiatives such as
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi, Atal Pension
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Je-
evan Jyoti Bima Yojana, and
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana address the
needs of different sections of
society. Through PM-KISAN,
eligible farming families re-
ceive direct financial assis-
tance. The Atal Pension Yoja-
na seeks to provide people
working in the informal sector
with a source of regular in-
come during old age. The Je-

evan Jyoti Bima Yojana and
the Suraksha Bima Yojana
offer life insurance and acci-
dent insurance, respectively,
helping families cope with
potential financial crises.
Similarly, the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman Yoja-
na, popularly known as
PM-POSHAN, advances the
social objectives of nutrition
and education by providing

nutritious meals to school
children.

Steps aimed at expanding
the coverage of the Employ-
ees’ Provident Fund Organisa-
tion (EPFO) are also signifi-
cant from the perspective of
workers’ long-term financial
security. A provision has been
made to increase the monthly
wage ceiling for mandatory
social security coverage from
%15,000 to %25,000, effective
September 17, 2026. If imple-
mented as envisaged, this
change could bring approxi-
mately 5.1 million additional
employees within the ambit of
the mandatory provident fund
system. The proposed change
is particularly significant for
employees whose wages have
placed them beyond the earli-
er threshold. Regular contri-
butions to the provident fund
help build a financial cushion
for retirement, while pension
and insurance benefits, wher-
ever applicable under the rel-
evant provisions, can provide
additional support to workers
and their families. However,
any such expansion must also
maintain a reasonable balance
between employees’ take-
home pay, employers’ costs,
and the financial capacity of
small enterprises.

The e-Shram portal has
emerged as an important in-
strument for extending social

security to workers in the in-
formal sector. At the same
time, the changing nature of
the economy has introduced
new challenges. Workers in
the gig and platform economy
including delivery personnel,
cab drivers, and other service
providers may find new em-
ployment opportunities, but
their incomes, working hours,
and long-term security often
remain uncertain. Similarly,
the needs of women, migrant
workers, persons with disabil-
ities, and senior citizens dif-
fer considerably and cannot
be addressed through a uni-
form approach. Women work-
ers need maternity benefits
and safe working environ-
ments; migrant workers re-
quire access to essential ser-
vices and welfare benefits
across state boundaries; and
construction workers need
simple, accessible mecha-
nisms to avail themselves of
the benefits intended for
them. India must therefore
develop a flexible and porta-
ble social security framework
in which a change of employ-
er, workplace, or place of res-
idence does not deprive an
individual of their rightful
entitlements.

Alongside these measures,
particular attention must be
given to making old-age and
widow pensions more ade-
quate in line with inflation,
increasing public expenditure
on healthcare, and simplifying
access to contributory pension
and insurance options for in-
formal-sector workers. Pan-
chayati Raj institutions, urban
local bodies, and Common
Service Centres should play a
more proactive role in spread-
ing awareness, facilitating
registration, and helping eligi-
ble citizens access social se-
curity schemes.

The vision of a developed
India can be realised only
when social sensitivity and
human dignity advance in
step with economic growth.
The expanding scope of social
security under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
reflects an important policy
shift in this direction. Yet, the
next phase must go beyond
the expansion of schemes. It
must focus on effective im-
plementation, adequate finan-
cial resources, and the assur-
ance that benefits genuinely
reach the last person in the
queue.

MOBILE ADDICTION: A SILENT THREAT TO TEENAGERS

R.K. UPPAL

hen smartphones be-
gin to control young
minds, the cost is

measured not only in lost
study hours but also in declin-
ing concentration, disturbed
sleep, weakened relationships
and missed opportunities. A
silent crisis is unfolding in
homes, classrooms and play-
grounds. Millions of teenagers
are growing up with smart-
phones in their hands, social
media on their screens and
digital entertainment compet-
ing for every moment of their
attention. Technology has
opened new doors to knowl-
edge and communication, but
its uncontrolled use is creating
serious concerns for parents,
teachers and society. The
question is no longer whether
teenagers should use mobile
phones, but whether they are
learning to control technology
or allowing technology to
control them.

The Growing Trap of
Smartphone Addiction

For many teenagers, checking
a mobile phone has become an
automatic habit. A notification
interrupts study, a short video
leads to another, and a few
minutes of browsing turn into
hours of scrolling. Social me-
dia platforms, online games
and endless streams of digital
content are designed to keep
users engaged. Young people,
who are still developing emo-
tional maturity and self-disci-
pline, may find it particularly
difficult to resist these attrac-
tions. Not every teenager who
uses a smartphone frequently
is addicted. However, when
mobile use becomes difficult
to control and begins to inter-

fere with studies, sleep, rela-
tionships or everyday respon-
sibilities, it deserves serious
attention. Parents and educa-
tors must recognise these
warning signs before un-
healthy habits become deeply
established.

Education under the Shadow of
Screens

One of the most visible con-
sequences of excessive mo-
bile use is its impact on edu-
cation. Teenagers need sus-
tained attention, regular prac-
tice, curiosity and disciplined
study habits to learn effective-
ly. Constant notifications and

the temptation to check mes-
sages can break concentration
and make deep learning more
difficult.

A student may sit with a
textbook for two hours but
spend much of that time
switching between lessons,
messages, videos and social
media. Physical presence at a
study desk does not necessar-
ily mean mental engagement
with learning. The problem
extends beyond examination
results. Education should de-
velop critical thinking, cre-

ativity, communication skills
and the ability to solve prob-
lems independently. When
young people become accus-
tomed to instant digital enter-
tainment, activities requiring
patience and sustained effort
may feel less attractive.
Schools and colleges must
therefore promote digital dis-
cipline alongside academic
excellence.

Mental Health and Emotional
Well-being

Teenage years are a sensitive
period of emotional and psy-
chological development. Ex-
cessive social media exposure

may encourage unhealthy
comparisons, fear of missing
out and an excessive depen-
dence on online approval.
Carefully selected photo-
graphs, edited videos and
carefully constructed online
identities can create unrealis-
tic expectations about beauty,
popularity, wealth and suc-
cess. Teenagers who compare
their everyday lives with
these idealized images may
experience insecurity, dissat-
isfaction or feelings of inade-
quacy. Cyber bullying, hurtful

comments and online harass-
ment can intensify these diffi-
culties. Sleep is another major
concern. Late-night scrolling
can delay bedtime, while no-
tifications and continued en-
gagement may interrupt rest.
Insufficient sleep can affect
attention, mood, memory and
classroom performance. Al-
though the effects differ from
one individual to another, per-
sistent sleep problems and
emotional distress should
never be dismissed as ordi-
nary teenage behaviour.

The Disappearing World of Real
Relationships

A troubling contradiction of
the digital age is that people
can be constantly connected
online while becoming less
attentive to those sitting be-
side them. Family conversa-
tions are interrupted by
screens, meals are accompa-
nied by scrolling, and face-to-
face friendships may receive
less time and attention. Out-
door games, physical exer-
cise, reading, hobbies and
community activities are also
important for healthy devel-
opment. When excessive
phone use displaces these ex-
periences, teenagers lose
valuable opportunities to
build confidence, teamwork,
patience and interpersonal
skills. Technology can con-
nect people across continents,
but it cannot entirely replace
the warmth of personal inter-
action, the discipline of phys-
ical activity or the satisfaction
of meaningful participation in
the real world.

Where Are the Parents and
Teachers?

Blaming teenagers alone
would be unfair. Adults also
spend considerable time look-
ing at their phones, some-
times checking messages

during conversations or using
screens at every available op-
portunity. Young people often
imitate what they observe at
home. Parents cannot reason-
ably demand digital discipline
from children while refusing
to practice it themselves. The
first step must be to establish
healthy family habits. Parents
should set reasonable screen-
time boundaries, discourage
phone use during meals and
establish screen-free periods
before bedtime. They should
also encourage sports, read-
ing, creative activities and
regular family conversations.
Schools have an equally im-
portant responsibility. Digital
literacy should teach students
not only how to use technolo-
gy but also how to recognize
misinformation, protect priva-
cy, resist online manipulation
and manage their time respon-
sibly. Teachers should explain
the consequences of excessive
screen use without portraying
all technology as harmful.

Technology Needs Discipline,
Not Blind Rejection

A complete rejection of smart-
phones is neither practical nor
desirable. Mobile phones sup-
port online learning, access to
educational resources, emer-
gency communication and the
development of digital skills.

‘ The future of our

teenagers depends
not on how many hours
they spend online, but on
how wisely they use the
opportunities technology
provides.”

—R.K. Uppal

The objective should be re-
sponsible use rather than an
unrealistic attempt to elimi-
nate technology from teenag-
ers’ lives.
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Police seize< 4 crore
cash from pickup
truck

DURG
Police seized 04 crore in
cash from a white pickup
vehicle during a check un-
der Khursipar police sta-
tion limits in Chhattisgarh’s
Durg district on Monday.
Additional Superintendent
of Police Shobhraj Agrawal
said officers intercepted
the vehicle after receiving
information about a large
cash consignment. A de-
tailed search uncovered a
specially modified com-
partment at the rear con-
taining the money.
The driver and another oc-
cupant are being ques-
tioned about the cash’s
source and intended desti-
nation. The Income Tax
Department has been in-
formed and may take fur-
ther action based on the
findings.

Threekilledin
firing, accused
arrested

LUCKNOW
Three people were killed
in a shooting incident in
Uttar Pradesh’s Luc-
know on Monday, police
said. The accused was
arrested at the scene,
and a pistol was recov-
ered.

Police Commissioner
Tarun Gaba identified
the victims as Shiva Ti-
wari, Shivendra Tiwari
and Shrish Tiwari, who
succumbed to their inju-
ries.
Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest the firing
followed a dispute over
vehicle parking. Police
said the accused had
worked as a navigation
officer in the Merchant
Navy, though reports
about his employment
status remain uncon-
firmed.
Investigators are ques-
tioning the victims’ fam-
ily members and others,
while forensic evidence
is being examined. Fur-
ther details are awaited.

4burnttodeathas car
catches fire after tyre
burst

DHAR
Four youths were
burnt to death and
another injured af-
ter their car caught
fire and plunged
into a ditch follow-
ing a tyre burst in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar district late
Sunday, police
said.

The accident oc-
curred around 11.30
pm near Heera
Dhaba on the
Mhow-Neemuch
four-lane road un-
der Sadalpur police
station limits. The
car reportedly lost
control after the
driver-side tyre
burst while cross-
ing a culvert.
The deceased were
identified as Bhim
Dhakad, Chetan
Dhakad, Aditya Ti-
wari and Abhishek
Solanki, aged 19—
20. Survivor Tushar
Mandloi suffered
35—-40 per cent
burns and was re-
ferred to Indore for
further treatment.

Former TN minister arrested

in¥100-crore school scam

Former Tamil Nadu education minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi was taken into custody after the Madras
High Court rejected his anticipatory bail plea.

CHENNAI

Former Tamil Nadu School
Education Minister and Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) leader Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi was arrested by
Chennai police on Monday in
connection with an alleged
private school approval scam
involving more than Rs 100
crore.

The arrest reportedly took
place at an apartment in
Aminjikarai, Chennai, after
the Madras High Court reject-
ed his anticipatory bail peti-
tion. Justice V Lakshmina-
rayanan dismissed the pre-ar-
rest bail plea as the Central
Crime Branch (CCB) of
Greater Chennai Police con-
tinued its investigation into
the allegations.

The case concerns claims
that money was collected
from private school manage-
ments in the name of party
funds in exchange for govern-
ment approvals, permanent
recognition and permission to
upgrade institutions during
the previous DMK regime,
when Poyyamozhi served as
education minister.

Investigators are examining
the alleged roles of former
DMK spokesperson BT Ara-
sakumar and former legislator
Muthukumar. Police suspect

the two allegedly collected
payments from school man-
agements by claiming politi-
cal influence and access to
officials in the School Educa-
tion Department.

According to a complaint
filed by DC Ilangovan, secre-
tary of the Federation of As-
sociations of Private Schools
in Tamil Nadu, institutions
were allegedly promised sev-
eral permissions in return for
payments. These included
permanent recognition, ap-
proval to upgrade schools,
clearances from the Director-
ate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP), and other
government authorisations.

However, several complain-
ants alleged that the promised
approvals were never ob-
tained and that the money
paid was not returned.

PRIVATE
SCHOOLS IN
THE
COMPLAINTS

ALLEGED
COLLECTIONS,
POLICE
ESTIMATE

%100 -

Police have examined alle-
gations involving 177 private
schools that reportedly made
payments connected to the
promised approvals.

Police sources have esti-
mated that the total amount
involved could exceed Rs 100
crore.The arrest follows the
High Court’s rejection of Poy-
yamozhi’s anticipatory bail
application, allowing the in-
vestigation to proceed with
him in custody.

Himachal announces ¥3-lakh housing
aid for Valmiki families

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Monday announced a pro-
posed housing assistance
scheme offering Rs 3 lakh to
eligible families from the Val-
miki community to support
house construction.

Sukhu made the announce-
ment while addressing a gath-
ering at Krishna Nagar in
Shimla on the occasion of
Valmiki Jayanti. He later reit-
erated the government’s plans
while speaking to reporters,
stating that work on the
scheme had begun and that it
would be launched soon.

“The Himachal Pradesh
government has formulated a
scheme for members of the
Valmiki community, under
which financial assistance of
33 lakh will be provided to

struction of houses. The
scheme will be launched
soon,” the chief minister said.

The state government plans
to conduct a survey of house-
holds and families to identify
eligible beneficiaries and as-
sess their housing require-
ments. According to Sukhu,
the exercise is targeted for
completion by November 28,
after which the implementa-
tion process can move for-
ward.

The proposed initiative
aims to assist families from
the Valmiki community who
have lived in the region for
generations. It seeks to sup-
port households facing finan-
cial difficulties and help im-
prove their living conditions
through assistance for build-
ing homes.

Sukhu said the government

Himachal Pradesh plans
financial support for
eligible Valmiki
community families,
with the proposed
scheme offering 3 lakh
towards house
construction.

was committed to supporting
economically weaker sections
and ensuring that eligible
families received the benefits
intended for them. The survey
is expected to help officials
determine the number of ben-
eficiaries and understand their
individual requirements be-
fore assistance is distributed.

During the programme, the
chief minister also highlight-
ed the contributions of Maha-
rishi Valmiki and the continu-
ing relevance of his teachings
and ideals in society. Mem-
bers of the Valmiki communi-
ty and local residents attended
the gathering.

As a mark of respect, com-
munity members weighed
Sukhu against laddoos during
the event.

The announcement forms
part of the state government’s
proposed efforts to extend
housing support to economi-
cally disadvantaged families
within the Valmiki communi-
ty. However, the scheme is
yet to be formally launched,
and the survey will play a key
role in identifying eligible
households.

Telangana seeks 152-metre height
for Tummidihatti barrage

MUMBAI

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy met his Ma-
harashtra counterpart Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Monday to

barrage height under the 2016
agreement

148 m

proposes

152m

the proposed increase

discuss increasing the pro-
posed height of the Tummidi-
hatti Barrage across the Pra-
nahita River from 148 metres
to 152 metres.

The meeting took place at
Sahyadri State Guest House
in Mumbai, with Telangana
Irrigation Minister N Uttam
Kumar Reddy, chief secretar-
ies and senior irrigation offi-
cials from both states partici-
pating in the discussions.

According to the Telangana
Chief Minister’s Office, the
talks covered water availabil-
ity, potential submergence,
technical requirements and
the impact of the proposed
height enhancement on sur-

rounding areas.

During the meeting, Uttam
Kumar Reddy presented the
historical, cultural and eco-
nomic background of the erst-
while Adilabad district.

The minister said irrigation
efforts in the region had con-
tinued since October 6, 1975,
but several initiatives had
failed to fulfil local aspira-
tions. He argued that the
148-metre height envisaged
under a 2016 agreement
would not adequately meet
the region’s irrigation require-
ments.

Telangana proposed raising
the barrage to 152 metres, cit-
ing the need to improve water
delivery through gravi-
ty-based systems while ad-
dressing energy costs, envi-
ronmental concerns and long-
term operational sustainabili-
ty.

Revanth Reddy emphasised
the historical and cultural
links between the two states

BRICS FORUM BEGINS DELIBERATIONS
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and said the project could
support the social and eco-
nomic development of the
region.

Fadnavis responded posi-
tively to Telangana’s request
but said technical, environ-
mental and administrative as-
sessments would be necessary
before a final decision. He
indicated that Maharashtra
would support the project if it
did not adversely affect the
state or its residents.

The Mabharashtra chief min-
ister proposed forming a joint
committee headed by the
principal secretaries of the ir-
rigation departments of both
states. The panel will examine
the proposed height, water
availability, submergence, af-
fected agricultural land, com-
pensation requirements and
possible alternatives.

Officials and technical ex-
perts from both states will
prepare a roadmap and time-
line for further consultations.

IAF releases special cover during
Varanasi aerial display

VARANASI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
released a special postal cover
during its aerial display at
Namo Ghat in Varanasi on
October 25, marking 94 years
of service to the nation.

Air Chief Marshal AP Singh
and Padmagandha Mishra,
Postmaster General of the Va-
ranasi Region, jointly released
the cover during the IAF Day
Aerial Display 2026, titled
‘Wings over Ganges’, accord-
ing to the Central Air Com-
mand.

The event was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as the chief guest. De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Uttar Pradesh Governor Anan-
diben Patel and Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath were also
present.

The aerial display featured
a range of military aircraft,
including the Tejas, Light
Combat Helicopter Prachand,
IL-76, IL-78, C-295 and AN-
32. Frontline fighter aircraft
such as the SU-30MKI and
Rafale also participated. Air-
craft from the Indian Navy
and Indian Army joined the
programme, highlighting co-
ordination among the three
services.

The Surya Kiran Aerobatic
Team brought the display to a
close with precision manoeu-
vres and loops over the Gan-
ga-facing ghats.

Squadron Leader Bhavesh
Sharma, a member of the
team, described the location
as a major highlight of the
performance. He said he flew
in the fifth position, at the
leftmost end of the team’s sig-

nature nine-aircraft diamond
formation.

“We were the show stop-
pers of today’s aerial display
and were the last ones to per-
form,” Sharma told ANI, add-

Wings over Ganges

WHEN October 25
WHERE NamoGhat ............
Varanasi
FLYPAST O4aircraft
MARKS 4 years of the IAF

ing that the picturesque set-
ting in front of the Ganga
made the Varanasi event dis-
tinctive.

Wing Commander Jaideep
Singh, the IAF’s public rela-
tions officer, said the aerial
display was a significant oc-
casion for the people of
Kashi.

He said a total of 94 aircraft
participated in the flypast,
with formations involving
around 31 aircraft.

The special cover release
formed part of the Air Force’s
outreach programme, bring-
ing its capabilities and history
closer to the public. The event
combined a ceremonial postal
release with a large-scale ae-
rial demonstration showcas-
ing the operational strength
and coordination of India’s
armed forces.

BRICS forum to focus on accountable parliaments

l

NEW DELHI

The 12th BRICS Parliamenta-
ry Forum will explore ways to
make legislative institutions
more effective, transparent,
accountable and people-ori-
ented, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said on Monday.
The two-day forum is being
held at Samvidhan Sadan in
Parliament, bringing together
delegations from 11 BRICS
member countries and 10
partner nations to strengthen
parliamentary cooperation
and democratic dialogue.
“Over two days, plenary
sessions on Resilience, Inno-
vation, Cooperation and Sus-
tainability will explore ways
to make parliamentary institu-
tions more effective, transpar-
ent, accountable and peo-
ple-oriented,” Birla said while
addressing the delegations.
He emphasised the need to
connect young people’s aspi-
rations with opportunities,
balance development with en-
vironmental sustainability and
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amplify the voice of the Glob-
al South.

Birla described the forum
as an important platform for
building mutual trust and co-
operation among participating
nations. As BRICS marks 20
years since its inception, he
said the grouping represents
nearly half of the world’s
population and holds consid-
erable potential for global co-
operation.

The forum’s theme is “Fos-
tering Parliaments for Peo-
ple-Centric Development”.
Discussions will focus on cit-

izen-centred development,
stronger democratic institu-
tions and the role of legisla-
tures in addressing global
challenges.

The programme includes
four thematic sessions cover-
ing resilience, innovation,
cooperation and sustainabili-
ty.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also met visiting Speak-
ers and heads of delegations
from BRICS member and
partner countries. Representa-
tives from nations including
Uganda, Cuba, Brazil and

“Over two days, plenary
sessions on Resilience,
Innovation,
Cooperation and
Sustainability will
explore ways to make
parliamentary
institutions more
effective, transparent,
accountable and
people-oriented.”

OM BIRLA Lok Sabha Speaker

Russia arrived in New Delhi
for the conference.

The forum will also facili-
tate bilateral and multilateral
discussions among delegates.
Meetings of Parliamentary
Friendship Groups involving
64 countries are expected to
strengthen international par-
liamentary engagement.

Birla said the gathering re-
flected a shared commitment
to parliamentary dialogue
rooted in mutual respect and
democratic values.

Man jailed for feeding
wife blade capsules

PUNE

A Pune sessions court has
sentenced a 45-year-old man

The sentence

B Attempted murder: 7 years
RI,%50,000 fine

B Cruelty: 3yearsRI, 320,000
fine

B Terms: to run concurrently

to seven years of rigorous im-
prisonment for attempting to
murder his wife by allegedly
giving her capsules contain-
ing blade pieces under the
pretext of administering med-
icine.

The accused, Somnath Sad-
hu Sapkal, was also sentenced
to three years of rigorous im-
prisonment for cruelty. Both
sentences will run concurrent-
ly, according to the court’s
October 23 order, made avail-
able on Monday.

Additional Sessions Judge
Aniruddha Sulabha Subhash

Gandhi convicted Sapkal un-
der Sections 307 and 498A of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
relating to attempted murder
and cruelty. The court im-
posed fines of 350,000 and
320,000, respectively.

The case followed a com-
plaint by Sapkal’s wife, Chha-
ya, who alleged that the inci-
dents occurred between Octo-
ber and November 2023. She
reportedly experienced severe
abdominal pain, and doctors
removed a blade piece from
her stomach through an endo-
scopic procedure.

Medical evidence
Medical evidence played a
key role in the verdict. Dr
Poonam Mantri, who treated
the woman, testified that the
blade piece posed a threat to
her life.

The judge observed, “Feed-
ing capsules containing pieces
of a blade to the complainant
amounts to an attempt to mur-
der.”
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6-year-old girl allegedly
raped, murdered;

accused held
ONGOLE

A six-year-old girl was al-
legedly raped and mur-
dered in Andhra Pradesh’s
Prakasam district late
Sunday, police said. A
25-year-old man has
been taken into custody
for questioning. Police
said the accused alleged-
ly took her to an isolated
place, sexually assaulted
her and smothered her.
Her body was later found
near her house. Villagers
caught the accused and
handed him over to po-
lice. The incident triggered
protests, with residents
demanding strict action
and a fast-track trial.
Officials assured the fam-
ily that charges under the
POCSO Act would be
pursued. The body was
sent to Ongole’s RIMS
hospital for post-mortem
examination.
I

Kolkata trio
allegedly stripped
naked at gunpoint

KOLKATA

An 18-year-old man, his
father and a friend were
allegedly forced to walk
naked along a crowded
road in Kolkata’s Sarsuna
on Sunday after being
threatened at gunpoint
by the family of a
13-year-old girl, police
said. The incident report-
edly occurred when the
young man went to meet
the girl during Lakshmi
Puja. The accused alleg-
edly assaulted the trio
and threatened them
with a pistol. The father
alleged that the prime
accused, Rahul Burman,
asked him to either shoot
his son or stab him with
a heated knife. After he
refused, the three were
allegedly forced to strip
and walk along the main
road. Police have arrest-
ed three people, includ-
ing the girl’s parents and
maternal uncle. Cases
have been registered un-
der multiple provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

Retired army captain
held for sharing
secrets with
Pakistani woman

VELLORE

A 52-year-old retired Indi-
an Army captain has been
arrested in Tamil Nadu’s
Vellore district for alleg-
edly sharing sensitive mil-
itary information with a
woman suspected of be-
ing a Pakistani operative,
police said on Monday.
Identified as P Babu, he
retired in 2022 after 28
years of service and later
taught at the National
Cadet Corps academy in
Chennai. Investigators al-
leged that Babu commu-
nicated with the woman
through WhatsApp after
she claimed to be associ-
ated with the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation. He allegedly
shared information about
military activities, weap-
ons procurement and
stockpiles, and sought
details from former col-
leagues. Police seized his
smartphones and found
that he had allegedly ob-
tained five mobile con-
nections to communicate
with the woman. He has
been booked under provi-
sions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and the
Official Secrets Act and
remanded to Vellore Cen-
tral Prison.

'BJP slams Pumab CMover law and order

NEW DELHI

Intensifying its political of-
fensive against the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) administra-
tion, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) launched a scath-
ing attack on Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann,
holding his government di-
rectly accountable for a steep
and alarming spiral in state
crime rates, daylight execu-
tions, and total governance
failure.

Addressing a high-profile
national press conference in
New Delhi, BJP National
Spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
tore into the state machinery,
asserting that the border state
has been dragged backward
into a reign of "Gundaraj" and

"Jungleraj". Pointing to a har-
rowing series of violent

crimes that unfolded across
Punjab within a compressed

24-to-36-hour window includ-
ing a shocking double murder
in Moga district, a brutal kill-
ing in Sangrur, and a grue-
some assault in Ludhiana's
Daba locality Bhatia argued
that citizens are being slaugh-
tered in broad daylight while
the state administration re-
mains a passive spectator.
Detailing the gravity of the
breakdown, the BJP leader
drew specific attention to the
brazen Moga incident, where
heavily armed assailants ar-
rived in a black Scorpio utili-
ty vehicle lacking a registra-
tion number plate, brandished
illegal firearms openly, and
gunned down two young men
in broad daylight. Mocking
the Chief Minister's handling
of public safety, Bhatia sar-

castically dubbed him
"Bhaagwant Mann" alleging
that the Chief Minister consis-
tently flees from accountabil-
ity whenever major crises
strike. He challenged the state
administration to publish
clear details regarding the FIR
sections invoked, the status of
investigative progress, and
concrete arrest figures.

The opposition spokesper-
son further indicted the AAP
leadership, questioning the
conspicuous silence of party
national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal over the surging
wave of homicides, drug traf-
ficking networks, and suicide
epidemics plaguing the state.
He alleged that the ruling es-
tablishment indirectly shields
criminals and perpetrators of

violence, leaving common
citizens unprotected and
heavily oppressed. Contrast-
ing the administration's apa-
thy with personal priorities,
Bhatia remarked that while
ordinary families mourn vic-
tims of violent crime, the
Chief Minister finds ample
time for overseas travel and
acquiring expensive luxury
goods.

Reiterating the party's firm
resolve, the BJP demanded an
immediate resignation from
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, stressing that the saf-
fron party remains fully com-
mitted to liberating Punjab
from the clutches of anarchy
and restoring a secure, fear-
free, and drug-free environ-
ment for its people.

Jamia stir goes on as alumni back students

NEW DELHI

Students protesting for the
restoration of the Jamia Millia
Islamia Students’ Union
(JMISU) on Monday refused
to end their agitation, de-
manding a clear election
schedule despite the universi-
ty’s latest efforts to resolve
the over two-week-long stand-
off.

At a press conference or-
ganised by the Jamia Collec-
tive at Syeda Manzil in Jamia
Nagar, students and alumni
raised concerns over the ab-
sence of an elected union for
nearly two decades, alleged
surveillance of protesters and
disciplinary action against
participating students.

Student representatives as-
sociated with the Students’
Federation of India (SFI)
questioned the role of the uni-
versity’s security adviser, al-
leging that the position was
being used to monitor protest-
ers and facilitate communica-

What the students
want

— Removal of the security
adviser

— The chief proctor’s
resignation

— Aninquiry into the alleged
use of force

- Disciplinary action
withdrawn

— Asay in drafting the union’s
constitution

tion between the administra-
tion and Delhi Police.

The protesters demanded
the removal of the security
adviser, the resignation of the
chief proctor and an inquiry
into the alleged use of force
against students. They also
sought the withdrawal of dis-
ciplinary proceedings and rep-
resentation on the committee
drafting the students’ union
constitution.

The university administra-
tion announced on Monday

that elections would be held
within 15 days of approval of
the union’s constitution. It
also revoked suspension and
show-cause notices issued to
students during the protest.
Earlier, the university had
formed a committee to draft
the constitution and shifted
classes online on October 24,

citing safety concerns amid
rising tensions.

The agitation began earlier
this month, with students de-
manding the restoration of the
union, whose elections have
not been held since 2006.
Four students had been on an
indefinite hunger strike over
the issue.

Adhikari urges people to back PM Modi, targets CJP

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Mon-
day urged people to support
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi while launching a fresh
attack on the Cockroach Jan-
ta Party (CJP) and groups he
described as “Dimagi Naxal”
and the “tukde tukde” gang.

Addressing an event in
West Bengal, Adhikari ac-
cused the previous Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government
of promoting appeasement
politics and neglecting na-
tionalism. He alleged that the
former government had
planned to turn the state into
“Greater Bangladesh”.

“The previous govt in
Bengal had no understanding
of nationalism, engaged in

appeasement politics, and
planned to turn the state into
greater Bangladesh,” he said.

He further claimed that the
previous administration had
composed a separate song for
the state, designed a flag and

‘ Stand with PM Modi,
don’t let ‘Dimagi

Naxal’, “tukde tukde’ gang,

cockroaches breed”

— Suvendu Adhikari, West
Bengal Chief Minister

adopted Bangladesh’s “Joy
Bangla” slogan.

At an event in Ramnagar
on Sunday, Adhikari called
for annual elocution, quiz
and debate competitions in
educational institutions to
promote nationalism among
students.

“Vices like cockroaches,
bedbugs, tukde tukde
gangs... which are trying to
spread like the coronavirus...
would not have required the
spraying of ‘Hit’ (had they
not tried to spread),” he said,

referring to the insect-repel-
lent brand.

Adhikari also criticised the
Left parties and the TMC’s
15-year rule, accusing both of
undermining Bengal’s cultur-
al heritage.

He alleged that the previous
government attempted to re-
strict National Cadet Corps
enrolment in educational in-
stitutions and introduced the
Jai Hind Vahini instead. He
also said changes to school
syllabi would begin next aca-
demic year and that the Na-
tional Education Policy would
be implemented in the state.

Adhikari made the remarks
after meeting the family of a
person who died in a stam-
pede at Kolkata’s Chorbagan
Durga Puja pandal on Octo-
ber 17.

DAC clears 32.12 lakh cr
in defence purchases

NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, on Monday approved
capital acquisition proposals
worth approximately 22.12
lakh crore to strengthen the
operational capabilities of the
Indian Army, Navy and Air
Force.

The Defence Ministry said
the council granted Accep-
tance of Necessity (AoN), an
in-principle administrative
approval, for a range of mili-
tary equipment and platforms.

For the Indian Army, the
approved procurements in-
clude high-mobility vehicles,
self-propelled tracked gun
systems, light multirole heli-
copters, very short-range air
defence systems, counter-un-
manned aerial systems, sur-
veillance unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) and long-
range kamikaze drone sys-
tems.

The light multirole helicop-
ters will serve both the Army
and the Air Force in recon-
naissance, surveillance, com-
bat, search and rescue, and
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief operations. The
short-range air defence sys-
tems will address emerging
aerial threats, while count-
er-drone systems are expected
to improve tank survivability
on modern battlefields.

For the Indian Navy, the
council approved the procure-
ment of an Active Offboard
Decoy System and other ma-
jor naval platforms. The de-
coy system is intended to
strengthen protection against
modern anti-ship missiles. In-
digenous naval platforms will
also enhance the Navy’s com-
bat capabilities.

The Indian Air Force re-
ceived approval for helicop-

At aglance

TOTAL APPROVALS
Z 2.12 lakh crore
FROM INDIAN
INDUSTRY

About 82%

FOR
Army, Navy and Air Force

KEY EQUIPMENT

Helicopters, air defence,
drones, radars, naval
platforms

STATUS

Acceptance of Necessity,
not final contracts

ters, air defence systems,
weapons and mobile X-band
Doppler weather radar sys-
tems. The radars will provide
high-resolution, localised
weather surveillance in for-
ward areas, while special
utility helicopters will sup-
port air transport require-
ments.

According to the Defence
Ministry, approximately
82 per cent of the approved
procurements will be sourced
from Indian industry, sup-
porting domestic manufactur-
ing and defence self-reliance.

Centre clears plan for 200
army helicopters
worth 220,000 crore

NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry on
Monday approved a proposal
worth 220,000 crore to pro-
cure 200 light multirole heli-
copters for the Indian Army
and Air Force, aiming to re-
place the ageing Cheetah and
Chetak fleets.

The proposal was cleared
by the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC) during its
meeting on October 26. Ac-
cording to defence officials,
the helicopters will be manu-
factured in India, with domes-
tic companies leading the pro-
gramme. The contract is ex-
pected to be divided between

the lowest and second-lowest
bidders.

Major contenders include
Tata Group in partnership
with European aerospace
company Airbus, and the
Adani Group partnering with
Italy’s Leonardo. US-based
Bell Helicopters is also ex-
pected to offer its aircraft for
the procurement.

The ministry had issued a
Request for Information (RFI)
for the long-pending pro-
gramme last year. The pro-
curement process has faced
repeated delays and setbacks
over the past two decades,
with earlier tenders scrapped
on several occasions.

India had selected Russia’s
Ka-226 helicopter in 2014 to
replace its Cheetah and Che-
tak aircraft, but the pro-
gramme failed to progress.

Around 400 Cheetah and
Chetak helicopters are sched-
uled for retirement in the
coming years, making re-
placement a priority for the
armed forces.

200

light multirole
helicopters

20,000

crore rupees cleared

400

Cheetahs, Chetaks to
retire

IIT MANDI LAUNCHES MOBILE SCIENCE
PROGRAMME FOR 50 SCHOOLS

MANDI

The Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Mandi has
launched the Department of
Science and Technology-sup-
ported ‘Science on Wheels’
initiative to promote hands-
on science education in 50
schools across Himachal
Pradesh.

Developed in collaboration
with Plaksha University and
the Igniting Dreams of Young
Minds (IDYM) Foundation,
the programme aims to con-
nect classroom learning with
practical experiments for stu-
dents from Classes 6 to 12.

The initiative will cover
schools in Mandi, Kullu, Bi-
laspur, Hamirpur and Kangra
districts. Each school visit
will feature a six-hour interac-
tive programme focusing on
space technology, robotics,
sustainability and water filtra-

tion.

IIT Mandi Director Lax-
midhar Behera inaugurated
the initiative at the institute’s
campus school. A key high-
light of the launch was a live
hydro-rocket demonstration,
which explained scientific

concepts such as force, pres-
sure and motion through prac-
tical experimentation.

The programme is led by
Rucha Joshi of Plaksha Uni-
versity, in collaboration with
IIT Mandi and the IDYM
Foundation, which is associat-
ed with the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO).

The programme has previ-
ously been implemented in
Chhattisgarh and Punjab be-
fore expanding to Himachal
Pradesh. Through its mobile
outreach model, it aims to en-
courage curiosity, critical
thinking and scientific aware-
ness among schoolchildren.

Chembarambakkam Lake: Vijay reviews flood preparedness

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay on Monday in-
spected Chembarambakkam
Lake near Chennai to review
flood prevention measures
ahead of the northeast mon-
soon, as authorities monitored
a developing weather system
over the Bay of Bengal.
During the visit, Vijay as-
sessed the reservoir’s water
level, inflow and preparations
to manage heavy rainfall and

prevent flooding in surround-
ing areas.

The lake’s water level stood
at 14.76 feet against its full
capacity of 24 feet. Its water
storage was recorded at 1.488
thousand million cubic feet
(TMC), according to the in-
formation provided during the
inspection.

The review comes as the
northeast monsoon remains
active across Tamil Nadu and
neighbouring Puducherry,
where continuous rainfall has

been reported since Saturday
night. Meanwhile, cyclone
warning signals have been
hoisted at nine ports, includ-
ing Chennai, Nagapattinam,
Cuddalore, Karaikal, Pamban
and Thoothukudi, following
the formation of a depression
over the Bay of Bengal.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast that the system could in-
tensify further and cross the
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam
coasts between Bapatla and

Visakhapatnam around the
forenoon of October 28.

Wind speeds of 115-125
kmph, with gusts reaching
140 kmph, are likely during
landfall, according to the
weather forecast. The system
is expected to move north-
westwards and strengthen
over the west-central Bay of
Bengal. Heavy to very heavy
rainfall is also likely in
Puducherry, Karaikal and ad-
joining districts of Tamil
Nadu.
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Ukraine has repeatedly ’
struck Oleshky: Russia
MOSCOW

Russia’s Defence Ministry
on Monday accused
Ukraine of repeatedly hit-
ting the Russian-
controlled town of
Oleshky in southern
Ukraine with artillery and
drones ahead of a
planned local ceasefire
this week, saying the
attacks had blocked
deliveries of food and
medicine and stopped
people from leaving.

Ukraine and Russia said
on Friday they had agreed
to a ceasefire in Oleshky
from October 27, allowing
aid deliveries and the
evacuation of residents
through humanitarian
corridors.

The ministry said in a
statement that Ukraine
had shelled the town 18

times and carried out

more than 120 drone
attacks on it and the main
roads around it in the
week since October 19.
The claim could not be
independently verified,
and there was no
immediate response from
Ukraine, which has in the
past accused Russia of
keeping aid out and
peoplein.

I
Bolsonaro refuses to

recognise Lula win
SAO PAULO

Right-wing Brazilian
Senator Flavio Bolsonaro,
son of jailed former
President Jair Bolsonaro,
has followed his father’s
lead and refused to con-
cede defeat to leftist
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, who won a his-
toric fourth termin the
presidential election. The
senator questioned a rul-
ing by a Supreme Court
justice appointed by Lula
that kept voting open for
two more hours over
alleged irregularities in
voter transport, and said
he would seek to have the
result annulled. “It is
impossible to recognize
the election results, given
the circumstances under
which things unfolded,”
Bolsonaro told journalists.

Jordan arrests 3 suspects
over deadly church attack
after shootout
AL-JUDAYYDA

Jordanian security forces
arrested three armed sus-
pects after a shootout on
Monday over an attack on
a church that killed nine
people in the US-allied
country, state television
said. Friday’s attack, dur-
ing a funeral at a Greek
Orthodox church in the
village of Hamoud, about
120 km (75 miles) south-
west of the capital,
Amman, also wounded
40 others and alarmed
the Christian community.
Witnesses said the gun-
fire went on for several
minutes. Reuters video
footage showed a build-
ing scarred by the
exchange of fire in the vil-
lage of al-Judayyda, in
Karak governorate.

oil sites, Riyadh airport

SAUDI ARABIA REPORTS DEBRIS IN MECCA AND MEDINA, BUT THE
IRAN-BACKED GROUP DENIES TARGETING THE HOLY CITIES.

MECCA

Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi
movement said on Monday it
had attacked Saudi Arabia’s

Counterclaimson
Saudi ‘attack’
— Houthis claim attacks on

Saudi oil pumping stations
and Riyadh airport.

— Saudi-led coalition says it
destroyed missile launchers
and storage facilities in
Yemen.

— Riyadh airport had resumed
operations at two terminals
following an earlier deadly
attack.

— Saudi, Turkish and Pakistani
officials were expected to
meet Iranian representatives
in Tehran.

— Escalating hostilities
threaten oil infrastructure
and shipping routes across
the region.

East-West crude oil pumping

stations and Riyadh airport,
escalating tensions and threat-
ening oil supplies amid a wid-
ening regional conflict.

The claims came after the
Saudi-led coalition fighting in
Yemen announced it had de-
stroyed two ballistic missile
launchers in Sanaa, including
one allegedly used to fire a
missile towards Riyadh. The
coalition said the missile had
been intercepted. Saudi au-
thorities had not immediately
confirmed the latest Houthi

claims.

The Houthis have increas-
ingly targeted Saudi airports,
ports and oil installations with
ballistic missiles and drones,
placing pressure on the king-
dom as hostilities spread
across the region.

The group also claimed re-
sponsibility for striking King
Khalid International Airport
in Riyadh. Two terminals at
the airport resumed opera-
tions following an earlier at-
tack claimed by the Houthis

this month that reportedly
killed 13 people, the king-
dom’s deadliest such incident
in more than a decade.

Meanwhile, senior officials
from Saudi Arabia, Turkey
and Pakistan were expected to
meet [ranian officials in Teh-
ran on Monday to discuss re-
gional coordination.

The Saudi-led coalition also
announced military operations
against Houthi positions in
Yemen, destroying five tun-

Coalitionsaysit
destroyed
TUNNELS STORING

BALLISTIC MISSILES

n MISSILE LAUNCHERS

n MISSILE STORAGE

FACILITY
nels used to store ballistic
missiles, four missile launch-
ers and a missile storage facil-

ity.

Oleshky residents doubt
truce will hold

KYIV

A temporary ceasefire sched-
uled to begin on Tuesday in
Russia-occupied Oleshky,
Ukraine, has raised hopes of
humanitarian evacuations and
aid deliveries, but residents
who fled the town remain
deeply sceptical about its
prospects.

Vitaly, 55, recently escaped
Oleshky with his wife, Iryna,
their 13-year-old son, Vlad,
and their cat after fearing star-
vation amid worsening condi-
tions. The family endured a
gruelling journey through
Russia and Belarus before re-
turning to Ukrainian-con-
trolled territory. They are now
temporarily staying in an
apartment in the Kyiv region.

Russia and Ukraine agreed
to the temporary truce follow-
ing mediation by US First
Lady Melania Trump, with
additional involvement from

Pope Leo. The agreement, an-
nounced by the White House
on Friday, is intended to allow

A temporary ceasefire in
occupied Oleshky aims to
enable evacuations and
aid deliveries, but
residents who escaped
remain doubtful about its
durability.

civilians to leave the besieged
town and enable essential
supplies to enter.

However, Vitaly doubts the
arrangement will last or sig-
nificantly improve conditions
for those still trapped. He de-
clined to provide his surname
because relatives remain in
Russian-occupied territory.

“Regarding the truce, I’'m
very sceptical about all this,”
Vitaly said, expressing doubts
about the agreement’s ability
to protect residents. With sup-
plies dwindling and the Dnipro
River blocking the route north,
some residents have reportedly
walked around 20 kilometres
to neighbouring villages to ob-
tain food and water. Locals
call the dangerous journey the
“road of death”.

France braces for fresh stir after unrest

PARIS

French authorities are prepar-
ing for further street unrest
next weekend after demon-

‘ There are demands

that must be heard
and answered. To answer
them, thereisa
prerequisite: areturn to
calm.”

— Maud Bregeon, Govt
spokeswoman

strations over the cost of liv-
ing and public services
prompted a major security
operation across the country,
Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez said on Monday.

The government deployed
70,000 police officers for na-
tionwide demonstrations in an

RS

thorities anticipated another
difficult weekend.

“Halloween evening is tra-
ditionally always a bit lively.
We expect it to be complicat-
ed again,” he said.

The protests initially
emerged from student discon-
tent but have since expanded
to include trade unions and
Yellow Vest activists. The

70,000

police officers deployed

1,435

arrests on Saturday

effort to prevent a repeat of
violence that erupted nine
days earlier across dozens of
cities. Although the security
operation helped contain the
unrest, sporadic clashes con-
tinued, particularly in Paris,
Marseille and Lyon.

Asked whether further dis-
turbances were expected
during demonstrations
planned for October 31,
Nunez told BFM TV that au-

movement has highlighted
public frustration over rising
living costs, fuel prices and
pressure on public services,
creating a broader challenge
for President Emmanuel Ma-
cron’s government.

Nunez said police arrested
1,435 people nationwide
during Saturday’s demonstra-
tions. He also highlighted
what he described as a new
development: organised far-

left activists in several cities.

Authorities had received
calls from nationalist and
identity-based movements
urging supporters to demon-
strate in defence of business-
es. In cities including Nice
and Montpellier, such groups
reportedly arrived in organ-
ised formations and targeted
far-left activists.

Government spokeswoman
Maud Bregeon said the state
had maintained control during
the weekend’s demonstra-
tions, while acknowledging
that protesters had raised le-
gitimate concerns.

She stressed that restoring
calm was necessary before
meaningful negotiations could
take place.

The government was also
expected to announce mea-
sures addressing student con-
cerns over education and uni-
versity admissions following a
nationwide consultation.

DUBAI

An oil spill from a damaged
tanker off the United Arab
Emirates has spread, satellite
images showed, forcing more
beaches to close and raising
environmental concerns.

Images dated October 24
from the European Union’s
Copernicus satellite observa-
tion network show the slick
has grown over the past few
days and is nearing the shores
of the northern emirate of
Umm Al Quwain, with dark
layers of oil spreading at sea
and along its coastline.

Since the US-Israeli war
with Iran began, attacks on
merchant ships in Gulf ship-

Oil spill off UAE widens, more

x P e &
> Lo .. -

ping lanes have raised the se-
curity risks for maritime traf-
fic and deepened fears about
the conflict’s toll on the envi-
ronment.

The UAE said on Friday
that work was under way to
contain oil leaking from a
tanker offshore, and that its
Ministry of Climate Change

beaches closed

and Environment was carry-
ing out an environmental as-
sessment.

Authorities have not named
the tanker or said what caused
the spill. But experts said the
oil was coming from a tanker
called the Gem No.2, which
shipping sources said had
been hit by an unidentified
projectile last month, causing
a fire that was later put out.

The Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment said
on Friday that all beaches and
coastal areas around the city
of Umm Al Quwain had been
closed temporarily, while au-
thorities in neighbouring Shar-
jah shut Al Hamriyah Beach
as a precaution.

Drone strikes cut power across southeast Sudan

CAIRO

Drone strikes by paramilitary
forces hit power stations in
southeast Sudan on Monday,
cutting electricity across the
region, the state power com-
pany said. It blamed the para-
military Rapid Support Forc-
es, which have been at war
with the army for about three
and a half years, for knocking
out power in four states that
make up roughly half of the
territory now held by the mil-
itary.

The Rapid Support Forces

did not immediately respond
to a request for comment, and
the account from the Sudan
Electricity Holding Company
could not be independently
verified. Power went out in
Sennar, Al Qadarif, White
Nile and Gezira states, putting
the stability of the entire na-
tional grid at risk, the compa-
ny said.

The strikes hit stations in
the towns and areas of Sinja,
El Hawata, Al Fao and Mas-
hkour, as well as Al-Junaid in
Gezira State, causing “severe
damage” and “major destruc-

tion” to equipment, it said.
The United Nations has

warned that attacks on power

infrastructure put health and

Power cut
STATES HIT

Sennar, Al Qadarif,
White Nile, Gezira

BLAMED ON

Rapid Support Forces

other services at risk for mil-
lions of people already hit
hard by the conflict.

Norway joins list of countries
Trump has abused

PORT HURON

US President Donald Trump
escalated his criticism of
Norway, describing the
country in vulgar terms and
saying Norwegian immi-
grants were unwelcome in
the United States because he
had not received the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Trump made the remarks
at a political rally in Port
Huron, Michigan, ahead of
next week’s midterm elec-
tions. He also blamed immi-
gration for recent unrest in
France, arguing that the
United States should be se-
lective about the countries

from which it accepts immi-
grants.

Trump said he would wel-
come immigrants from cer-
tain countries but exclude
Norwegians because the No-
bel Peace Prize had not been
awarded to him.

“So I don’t want anybody
from Norway,” Trump said,
linking his position to the de-
cision not to recognise him
with the prestigious interna-
tional award.

He subsequently described
Norway as a “shit house
country”, using language he
has previously directed at
Haiti, Libya, Somalia and
Yemen. His comments did

not indicate that his adminis-
tration was preparing to in-
troduce any new official re-
strictions on Norwegian im-
migrants.

Norwegian Foreign Minis-
ter Espen Barth Eide re-
sponded by emphasising the
independence of the Nobel
Committee, which is based
in Oslo but operates inde-
pendently of the Norwegian
government.

“He knows very well that
the Nobel Committee is in-
dependent. We have remind-
ed them of that, if anyone is
wondering, and that is still
the case,” Eide told Norwe-
gian broadcaster on Monday.

‘Ebola scientists to probe Nigeria case origin’

LONDON

A team of leading Ebola sci-
entists will go to Nigeria to
help find out how the coun-
try’s first patient in more than
a decade was infected, Africa
CDC Director-General Jean
Kaseya said.

They will try to establish
how the woman, the Ugan-
dan-born wife of a Swiss dip-
lomat based in Abuja, con-
tracted the Bundibugyo spe-
cies of Ebola. Her travel doc-
uments show she had not
been to the epicentre of the
outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Kaseya

said in an interview in Lon-
don.

Tracing how she fell ill
matters to make sure the
deadly Bundibugyo outbreak,
already the second-largest Eb-
ola epidemic on record, is not
spreading unseen in places yet
to be found, and to help trace
and isolate all her contacts.

“We have so many un-
knowns,” said Kaseya. “I’'m
bringing a group of scientists
in Abuja because... we need
to be led by science.”

One theory the scientists
will examine is a possible link
between the patient in Nigeria
and Kenya’s first case, report-

ed earlier this month in a man
who had travelled from Con-
go. On Friday, genomic se-
quencing showed that the vi-
ruses that infected the two
were closely related.

The patient in Nigeria had
holidayed in Uganda and
passed through Entebbe Air-
port on October 3. The Ken-
yan patient, who has since
died, was probably at the
airport at the same time, as
their flights were about 40
minutes apart, though they
did not leave from the same
gate and it is not clear
whether they had any con-
tact, Kaseya said.

BORDER TENSIONS

GIMPO

Tensions between North Ko-
rea and South Korea intensi-
fied on Monday after three
North Korean armoured vehi-
cles, identified as self-pro-
pelled howitzers, were ob-
served near the heavily forti-
fied border, while Pyongyang
renewed accusations against
Seoul over a disputed land-
mine incident.

A witness observed the
three vehicles from a South

Korean observatory overlook-
ing the Demilitarised Zone
(DMZ). Their gun barrels
were pointed south, while ap-
proximately 20 to 30 North
Korean soldiers were seen
carrying out fencing work in-
side the buffer zone.

South Korean media identi-
fied the vehicles as 122-mm
self-propelled howitzers, de-
scribing their visible deploy-
ment near the frontier as un-
usual. The display comes
amid growing friction over
border security and compet-

“By deliberately displaying it, North Korea is
signalling through action, not words, that it intends to
enforce its border policy through force rather than

dialogue or negotiation.”

LIM EUL-CHUL Professor, Kyungnam University

North Korea displays artillery near

ing claims concerning mili-
tary activities in the area.

Lim Eul-chul, a professor
at Kyungnam University in
Seoul, said the conspicuous
positioning of the artillery
could be intended to commu-
nicate Pyongyang’s determi-
nation to enforce its border
policy through military
strength rather than negotia-
tions.

He also suggested that the
display could serve as a warn-
ing to Seoul against escalating

order

tensions and help deter an ac-
cidental confrontation along
the sensitive frontier.

The latest developments
followed a letter sent by
North Korea’s representative
to the United Nations Securi-
ty Council. According to
North Korean state media,
Pyongyang accused South
Korea of fabricating a Sep-
tember landmine incident to
portray North Korean border
construction as a military in-
cursion.
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El Clasico Win Over Barcelona

Madrid ended Barcelona’s impressive league winning streak as Mbappé delivered a
decisive performance, strengthening the visitors’ position in the championship race.

BARCELONA

Kylian Mbappé scored twice
as Real Madrid defeated Bar-
celona 2-1 at the Camp Nou
on Sunday, ending the hosts’
nine-match winning run in La
Liga and strengthening Ma-
drid’s position in the title
race.

Madrid took the lead in the
41st minute when Mbappé
finished a move following a
low delivery across the penal-
ty area from Yan Diomandé.
Barcelona defender Gerard
Martin attempted to intercept
the ball but inadvertently re-
directed it against Mbappé
and into the net, giving the
visitors the advantage.

Barcelona responded with
greater intensity after the in-
terval, putting Madrid’s de-
fence under sustained pres-
sure. Their efforts produced
an equaliser around the hour
mark when Raphinha convert-
ed with a low finish. The Bra-
zilian found space after
Lamine Yamal played a short
corner to Pedri, who delivered
an angled pass into his path.

The goal energised the
home crowd, with Barcelona

other equaliser. The defeat
ended their run of nine con-
secutive league victories and
marked their first loss in any
competition since returning to
the Camp Nou a year earlier.

Madrid’s defensive disci-
pline proved important
against a Barcelona side that
had been averaging 4.3 goals
per game, according to the re-
port. The visitors absorbed
pressure while remaining dan-
gerous whenever opportuni-
ties emerged on the counterat-
tack.

Former Madrid manager
José Mourinho praised the
contest, saying: “The world
that loves football will have
stopped to watch this and they
won’t have gone disappoint-
ed; this was two teams that

Antonelli dominates US
grand prix to close in on title

AUSTIN

Kimi Antonelli strengthened
his bid to become Formula
One’s youngest-ever world
champion with a command-
ing victory at the United
States Grand Prix at the Cir-
cuit of the Americas on Sun-
day.

The Mercedes driver started
from pole position and main-
tained his advantage through-
out the race, securing his
ninth Grand Prix victory of
the season. His one-stop strat-
egy proved decisive, allowing
him to finish 13.078 seconds
ahead of Charles Leclerc,
who claimed second place.

An- tonelli now
holds

123-point N
lead at the
top of the driv-
ers’ standings and
needs only two more

I\ Bottas’s

Mercedes’ young driver is
on the verge of a historic
championship triumph
after another commanding
performance strengthened
his grip on the season’s
standings.

tive race after overtaking Max
Verstappen in the closing
stages. Verstappen recovered
from a poor start to move into
second, but power unit issues
later hampered his challenge.

R e d Bull’s decision to
adopt a g two-stop strategy
failed f{ to deliver the de-

result. Leclerc
italised on Ver-
stappen’s difficul-
ties to claim the
runner-up position
before Valt- teri

sired
cap-

stoppage /8

seeking to take control of the
match. Andriy Lunin made an
important save to deny
Martin’s header, while Ma-
drid looked to exploit open-
ings through counterattacks.
Both teams created chances
during an increasingly com-
petitive second half. Howev-
er, Madrid found the decisive
breakthrough in the closing
stages through another clini-

India Creates
" History with
“.Record 200th

N

CHRISTCHURCH

India became the first team to
register 200 victories in men’s
T20 Internationals after de-
feating New Zealand by four
wickets in a thrilling second
match of the five-game series
at Hagley Oval on Sunday.

Chasing a target of 181, In-
dia recovered from 70 for five
to reach 181 for six, thanks to
an unbeaten 69-run partner-
ship between Tilak Varma and
Nitish Kumar Reddy. The vic-
tory gave India a 2-0 lead in
the series, with three matches
remaining.

India have now won 200 of
their 300 T20 Internationals
since making their debut in
the format in 2006. They have
lost 83 matches, while the re-
maining fixtures ended in ties
or no results. Among Full
Member nations, India boasts
a winning percentage of
71.20.

Varma remained unbeaten
on 47, while Reddy scored an
explosive 26 off just 13 deliv-
eries. With 11 runs required
from the final over, the pair
maintained their composure
and completed the chase off
the penultimate ball.

Their partnership also es-
tablished a new Indian record
for the seventh wicket in T20
Internationals, surpassing the
previous mark of 63 runs set
by Dinesh Karthik and Krunal
Pandya against New Zealand
in 2019.

Earlier, New Zealand post-
ed 180 for five after being
asked to bat. The hosts strug-
gled initially as Arshdeep
Singh dismissed Tim Seifert,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar re-
moved Daryl Mitchell and
Prince Yadav bowled Finn

Allen for
16. New
Zealand
reached 41
for three at
the end of
the Power-
play.

Glenn
Phillips and
Bevon Ja-
cobs then
revived the
innings with
a 116-run
partnership.
Phillips
scored 70
off 43 balls,
hitting eight
boundaries
and four sixes,
while Jacobs
contributed 58
from 46 deliv-
eries.

Phillips de-
parted in the
18th over, fol-
lowed by Ja-
cobs. Michael ¥
Bracewell add- -
ed late impe-
tus with a
boundary
and a six
from his only

o

two deliveries, taking New Zealand to 180

for five.

India began their chase with a 40-run
opening partnership between Sanju Sam-
son and Abhishek Sharma. However,
wickets fell regularly as Jacob Duffy and
Mitchell Santner led New Zealand’s fight-
back. Naman Dhir scored a brisk 31 off 17
balls before his dismissal left India strug-

gling at 70 for five.

Varma steadied the innings before Red-
dy joined him to complete the historic
chase. The teams will meet again in the
third T20I in Wellington on October 27.

cal finish from Mbappé.

Jude Bellingham produced
a skilful move to release
Eduardo Camavinga, who
advanced before pulling the
ball back for Mbappé. The
French forward completed
his brace, restoring Madrid’s
lead and silencing the home
supporters.

Barcelona attempted to re-
spond but could not find an-

JALANDHAR

HARMANPREET LEADS
INDIA'S ASIAN

CHAMPIONS TROPHY
"72*TITLEDEFENCE

played to win.”

The victory provides Ma-
drid with renewed momen-
tum as the season progress-
es, while Barcelona will
look to recover from the set-
back. Mbappé’s finishing
and Madrid’s ability to with-
stand pressure proved deci-
sive in one of European
football’s most closely
watched rivalries.

stages.

India will begin their title defence at the men’s
Asian Champions Trophy 2026 on Tuesday, with
captain Harmanpreet Singh stressing that the
team will respect every opponent as the conti-
nental tournament gets underway in Punjab.
The six-team competition begins on October
27, bringing together India, Japan, China, Ma-
laysia, South Korea and Bangladesh. Matches
will initially be held at the Olympian Surjit
Singh Hockey Stadium in Jalandhar before the
tournament moves to Mohali for the knockout

“Every team is here to compete and win the
tournament. All the teams are strong, and we do
not want to take any opponent lightly. Everyone
has come here to give their best,” Harmanpreet
said, according to a Hockey India release.

“We have gained a lot of experience and ma-
tured as a team. We will approach every match
with the same mindset and give every opponent
the respect they deserve,” he added. :

India enters the competition after successfully
* defending their Asian Games gold medal in Ja-
~ pan under coach Craig Fulton. The team will £
" | seek to maintain that momentum and extend its
| record in the Asian Champions Trophy.

' India have won the title five times, in 2011,
£ 2016, 2018, 2023 and 2024. Their 2018 triumph =
- was shared with Pakistan. Their latest victory &
' came in Hulunbuir, China, where Jugraj Singh &
' scored the decisive goal in a 1-0 final win &
* | against the hosts. India will aim to secure a third [

consecutive title after winning the previous two

editions.

However, the hosts suffered a setback before

in the squad.

the tournament, with former captain and mid-
fielder Manpreet Singh ruled out because of a
calf injury. Vivek Sagar Prasad has replaced him

Malaysia, runners-up to India at the Asian
Games, are expected to challenge the hosts, with
their league-stage meeting scheduled for No-

vember 1. South Korea, Japan and China will

also seek strong campaigns, while Bangladesh
will face India in the tournament opener.

The league stage runs until November 2, with
each team playing the other five sides once. The
top four teams will qualify for the semi-finals,
scheduled for November 4 in Mohali. The
bronze-medal and gold-medal matches will take

points to clinch the
championship at the up-
coming Mexico Grand
Prix. His dominant per-
formance has brought /
him closer to securing 4
the title as the scason [y
approaches its decisive
stages.

“The car felt great to-
day, and I was able to con-
trol the race, but it definitely
wasn’t easy. There was pres-
sure throughout, and I knew I
couldn’t afford to make a
mistake. I just tried to stay
calm, focus on each lap and
execute the race,” Antonelli
said after the victory.

Leclerc secured second
place for the second consecu-

tralised the race. The outcome
also ended Verstappen’s
championship hopes for the
first time since 2020, accord-
ing to the report.

Lewis Hamilton finished
fourth despite complaining
about balance problems
during the race. His result,
combined with George Rus-
sell’s eighth-place finish,
brought him within one point
of Russell in the overall
standings. Russell received a
five-second penalty for leav-
ing the track and gaining an
advantage at the start.

Hamilton’s fourth-place
finish proved valuable in the
battle for second overall,
keeping the competition be-
tween the two drivers close.
With the championship fight
approaching its conclusion,
every remaining point could
influence the final standings.

Lando Norris finished fifth,

followed by Isack Hadjar and
Oscar Piastri. Liam Lawson
and Pierre Gasly completed
the top 10, rounding off a
competitive race at the Texas
circuit.
Attention now shifts to the
Mexico Grand Prix, sched-
uled for October 30 to
L November 1. Antonelli
L could secure the drivers’
i championship there,
. marking a significant
i milestone in his title
i challenge. His latest
victory has placed him
in a commanding posi-
tion, leaving rivals
with limited opportu-
nities to close the gap
before the season con-
cludes.

IPL 2027 mini-auction
scheduled in Goa on Dec 16

NEW DELHI

The Indian Premier League
(TPL) 2027 mini-auction will
be held in Goa on December
16, with franchises preparing
to strengthen their squads
ahead of the next season. The
auction will take place nearly
a month after the player reten-
tion deadline of November 15.

According to Cricinfo, cited
by ANI, the day-long auction
will coincide with the second
One-Day International be-
tween India and Sri Lanka in
Bengaluru. Following the re-
tention deadline, the IPL will
provide franchises with the
registered player pool for
shortlisting. The final list, in-
cluding the order of player
sets, is expected to be shared
during the week before the
auction.

The trade window has al-
ready witnessed two major
player exchanges since the
conclusion of the 2026 sea-
son. Lucknow Super Giants

traded captain Rishabh Pant
to Delhi Capitals in June in
exchange for wrist-spinner
Kuldeep Yadav. More recent-
ly, Delhi Capitals traded fast
bowler T Natarajan to Sunris-
ers Hyderabad for uncapped
leg-spinner Zeeshan Ansari.

Under IPL regulations, the
trade window opens a month
after a season concludes and
remains active until a week
before the auction. It reopens
afterwards and continues until
a month before the next sea-
son begins.

The IPL has yet to finalise
the dates for the 2027 tourna-
ment. However, BCCI secre-

tary Devajit Saikia indicated
after the board’s annual gen-
eral meeting in September
that the season could begin
towards the end of March.

The December event will
be the final mini-auction in
the current IPL cycle. A mega
auction is scheduled ahead of
the 2028 season, marking the
beginning of the league’s next
media rights cycle. The Board
of Control for Cricket in India
has not yet issued the tender
for those rights.

In 2022, IPL media rights
were sold for Rs 48,390.5
crore, approximately USD 6.2
billion, highlighting the tour-
nament’s commercial scale.
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
enter the next season as de-
fending champions after de-
feating Gujarat Titans in the
2026 final in Ahmedabad.

Franchises will now focus
on retention decisions and
player selection as prepara-
tions for the auction gather
pace.

PV Sindhu leads India’s challenge at Hylo open 2026

SAARBRUCKEN

Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu will lead India’s
campaign at the Hylo Open
2026 in Germany, beginning
Tuesday, after finishing run-
ner-up at the French Open last
week. World No. 11 Sindhu is
seeded second and will aim to
convert her recent form into
another title-winning perfor-
mance.

Sindhu lost to South Ko-
rea’s A Se-young, the reigning
Olympic and world champi-
on, in the French Open final.
Her recent performances have

place on November 5. India’s remaining league
fixtures are against China on October 29, Japan
on October 30, Malaysia on November 1 and
South Korea on November 2.

Entry will be free for spectators at both ven-
ues. The opening ceremony in Jalandhar will
feature Bhangra, Giddha, Gatka demonstrations
and a musical performance with a laser show.

included a semifinal appear-
ance at the Malaysia Open in
January, another semifinal at
the Australian Open in June
and victory at the Japan Open
in July.

Eight other Indian players
will compete in the women’s
singles draw, including Ash-

mita Chaliha, Devika Sihag,
Isharani Baruah, Aakarshi
Kashyap, Anmol Kharb, Mal-
vika Bansod and Unnati Hoo-
da. Meghana Reddy Mareddy
is also listed in the qualifying
entry.

Ashmita arrives after a no-
table French Open campaign,

where she defeated Japan’s
three-time world champion
Akane Yamaguchi in the sec-
ond round. The Indian had
earlier won the Korea Masters
this year. Devika faces a diffi-
cult opening-round test
against Thailand’s top seed
and world No. 8 Pornpawee
Chochuwong.

In the men’s singles, Lak-
shya Sen will spearhead In-
dia’s challenge. The 2019
Hylo Open champion will
look to regain form after con-
ceding a walkover in Paris
and suffering first-round exits
in six of his previous seven
World Tour tournaments this
year.

Sen will be joined by Kiran
George, Ayush Shetty, Tharun
Mannepalli and former world
championships bronze medal-
list HS Prannoy. S. Sankar
Muthusamy Subramanian is
listed in qualifying.
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