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Kejriwal, Sisodia Discharged
In Excise Case; CBl to Appeal

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Friday dis-
charged AAP national conve-
nor Arvind Kejriwal, former
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia and 21 others in the
alleged excise policy corrup-
tion case, citing lack of evi-
dence and significant gaps in
the investigation. The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
said it will challenge the order
in the Delhi High Court.
Special Judge Jitendra Singh
of the Rouse Avenue Court re-
fused to take cognisance of the
CBI’s chargesheet linked to the
now-scrapped Delhi excise pol-
icy, ruling that the material
placed on record failed to es-
tablish sufficient grounds for
prosecution. The court also
ordered a departmental inqui-
ry against the investigating

“To destroy AAP, its five
biggest leaders were put in jail.
Even a sitting Chief Minister,
something never before seen

in Indian history, was dragged
from his home and imprisoned
for six months.

—Arvind Kejriwal

officer, making strong obser-
vations on the manner in
which the probe was conduct-
ed. The case had centred on
alleged irregularities in the for-
mulation and implementation
of the 2021-22 excise policy.
Kejriwal and Sisodia had de-
nied all wrongdoing, calling the
charges politically motivated.
Following the verdict, the
Aam Aadmi Party described
the ruling as a decisive set-
back to the prosecution’s
case. An emotional Kejriwal

said he had “earned nothing
but honesty” in public life and
reiterated his faith in the judi-
ciary. Sisodia echoed the sen-
timent, invoking “Satyamev
Jayate” and expressing pride
in the Constitution.

In its response, the CBI said
several aspects of the probe
had not been adequately con-
sidered by the trial court and
confirmed it would file an ap-
peal. A spokesperson main-
tained that the agency stands
by its investigation.

The development marks a
significant turn in a high-pro-
file case that had dominated
political discourse for months
and led to the arrests of top
AAP leaders. With the matter
now likely headed to the High
Court, the legal battle over the
excise policy controversy ap-
pears set to continue.

Court C|tes evidence gaps; Aam Aadmi Party hails verdict as victory
Wy g

Speaking at a press
conference at the party
headqguarters, the AAP
chief accused the BJP
of plotting against his
party after realising it
could not defeat them
on governance. He
claimed Delhi residents
were satisfied with
AAP’s performance,
leaving the BJP with

no political ground to
challenge them. “They
saw they couldn’t win on
work, so they resorted
to conspiracy,” he said.
He asserted that since
people regard him and
the party as honest, the
BJP sought to damage
that image by branding
him corrupt. Allegations
of a liquor scam and
siphoning 100 crore
were fabricated, he said,

adding that central

agencies were misused

for four years.
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‘Open War’ with
Afghanistan, says
Pakistan Minister

after strikes

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Mohammad Asif on
Friday declared that Islam-
abad now considers itself in
n “open war” with neigh-
bouring Afghanistan follow-
ing fresh cross-border strikes
and escalating hostilities be-
tween the two countries.

In a post on X, Asif said Pa-
kistan had exhausted its “pa-
tience” after what it described
as Afghan-initiated cross-bor-
der attacks. He alleged that the
Taliban administration had
failed to ensure regional stabil-
ity and instead allowed militant
groups to operate from Afghan
soil. There was no immediate
response from authorities in
Kabul to his remarks. The
statement came hours after Pa-
kistan carried out airstrikes in
Kabul, Kandahar and Paktia
province, which it said were
retaliatory measures.

Expelled ATADMK veteran switches sides; DMK eyes Theni gains

OPS Joins DMK in Major
Political Shift Ahead of Polls

CHENNAI

Expelled AIADMK leader
and former Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam formally
joined the ruling Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
on Friday in the presence of
party president and Chief
Minister M. K. Stalin, mark-
ing a significant realignment
in Tamil Nadu politics ahead
of the Assembly elections.
Party sources indicated that
the DMK leadership has as-
sured Assembly election tick-
ets to Panneerselvam and a
few of his key supporters in
and around Theni district. The
move is seen as a strategic at-
tempt to consolidate an-
ti-AIADMK votes in the re-
gion and weaken the opposi-
tion’s traditional base.
Panneerselvam, once con-
sidered a loyalist of former
Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa,
had revolted against V. K.
Sasikala following Jayalali-
thaa’s death. Although he lat-
er merged his faction with
that of Edappadi K. Pala-
niswami under a dual leader-
ship arrangement, tensions

In just three days, the
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
faced twin setbacks: V.
K. Sasikala accused
general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
of betrayal, and former
CM O. Panneerselvam
joined the rival Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam.

persisted within the party.
After the ATADMK’s defeat
in the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, the power struggle be-
tween the two leaders intensi-
fied. In 2022, the party’s gen-

eral council abolished the
dual leadership model, rein-
stated Palaniswami as the sole
leader, and expelled Panneer-
selvam and his supporters.

Sources suggest that efforts
to secure space within the
NDA fold did not materialise,
prompting his shift to the
DMK. His entry is expected
to reshape electoral equations
in southern Tamil Nadu, par-
ticularly in Theni, where he
retains influence.

With this move, the DMK
appears keen to broaden its
social and political base while
capitalising on divisions with-
in the ATADMK ahead of a
crucial electoral battle.

Governor gives assent to
SC internal reservation bill

BENGALURU

Governor Thaawarchand Ge-
hlot has given assent to the
Karnataka Scheduled Castes
(Sub-Classification)
Bill, 2025, clearing the
way for the state gov-
ernment to fill over
56,000 vacant posts.
Sources in Lok Bha-
van said the Governor
approved the bill on Thursday
after it was passed by both
Houses of the Karnataka Leg-
islature. In the absence of gu-
bernatorial assent, the state

had been unable to proceed
with recruitment to vacant
government posts. Following
the Cabinet meeting, Karnataka
Law and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister HK Patil said
the government would
move ahead with recruit-
ment under the existing
50 per cent reservation
cap. This comes in view
of the interim stay by the
Karnataka HC on the 2022 Act
that sought to raise reservation
from 50 per cent to 56 per cent
and introduce internal reserva-
tion among Scheduled Castes.

Gujarat to Host
SemiConnect
Conference
2026

The Games, Animation and
Visual Effects sector can
generate nearly 20 lakh
jobs nationwide within five
years, Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said
on Friday, underlining the
state’s ambition to lead In-
dia’s fast-growing creative
economy.

Inaugurating the seventh
edition of Bengaluru
GAFX-2026, the Chief
Minister described the
GAFX sector as not merely
an economic opportunity
but a “civilisational oppor-
tunity” that blends technol-
ogy with storytelling and
culture. He said the indus-
try creates employment
across diverse fields in-
cluding design, coding,
storytelling, music compo-
sition and Al modelling.

Karnataka, he noted, is
positioning itself at the
forefront of the Orange
Economy through a com-
prehensive strategy for the
AVGC-XR (Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming,
Comics and Extended Re-
ality) sector. The state’s
vision rests on building a
robust and future-ready tal-
ent pipeline, strengthening
production infrastructure,
supporting startups and
original intellectual proper-
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GAFX Sector Can
Create 20 Lakh Jobs
in Five Years: CM

BENGALURU

jobs.

Artificial Intelligence must remain a tool to enhance
human creativity and not replace artists, stressing
ethical use, protection of intellectual property and fair
compensation in the AVGC-XR sector. He also called
upon industry leaders to invest in original content,
educational institutions to modernize curricula.
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Gavaskar Hails
Abhishek for
Silencing Critics
with Knock

ty, expanding opportunities
beyond Bengaluru, and
forging global partner-
ships.

The government is cur-
rently implementing its
third AVGC-XR Policy for
2024-2029, focusing on
industry-aligned curricula,
certification programmes
and stronger academia-in-
dustry collaboration.

Highlighting the role of
Artificial Intelligence, Sid-
daramaiah said Al must
remain a tool that amplifies
human creativity rather
than replacing it. He
stressed ethical usage of
technology and called on
industry leaders to invest
in original content while
promoting responsible
game design that safe-
guards children’s mental
well-being.

Deputy Chief Minister
D. K. Shivakumar said
Karnataka already sets
global benchmarks in the
AVGC-XR domain and
aims to train 50,000 stu-
dents by 2028, creating
over 30,000 high-quality

The three-day summit,
themed “Evolution Reload-
ed,” features dedicated ses-
sions on Al-driven anima-
tion, real-time rendering
and next-generation con-
tent creation.

—Siddaramaiah, CM

PM asks India Inc
to invest, take
advantage of Budget
announcements

NEW DELHI

Narendra Modi on Friday
urged India Inc to step up in-
vestment and innovation, say-
ing the government has laid a
strong foundation through
sustained capital expenditure
and policy reforms, and it is
now time for the private sec-
tor to drive the next phase of
growth.

Speaking at a post-Budget
webinar on “Technology, Re-
forms and Finance for Viksit
Bharat,” Modi said public cap-
ital expenditure has increased
from Rs 2 lakh crore 11 years
ago to over Rs 12 lakh crore in
the Union Budget 2026-27.
This sharp rise, he said, signals
opportunities for private play-
ers to invest with renewed
vigour and leverage Budget
announcements.

He called on financial insti-
tutions and analysts to design
practical solutions, improve
market confidence, and

strengthen
project ap-
praisal and
= sanction
Vo methodolo-
“ gies. Greater
participation
in infrastructure and innovation
in financial models is essential,
he added. Over the past decade,
the government has significant-
ly scaled up spending on high-
ways, railways, ports, airports,
digital infrastructure and ener-
gy to crowd in private invest-
ment and boost productivity.
However, private investment
has yet to fully accelerate.

Modi said India’s resilience
stems from conviction-led re-
forms, improved ease of do-
ing business, technology-driv-
en governance and stronger
institutions. To sustain reform
momentum, he stressed deliv-
ery excellence and out-
come-based evaluation, along
with wider use of Al, block-
chain and data analytics for
transparency and accountabil-
ity. He also proposed a “Re-
form Partnership Charter” to
formalise collaboration
among government, industry,
financial institutions and aca-
demia to achieve the Viksit
Bharat goal by 2047.

AHINDA Succession Debate Reshapes
Power Equations in Karnataka Cong

BELAGAVI

Speculation over a possible
leadership transition in the
Karnataka Congress has trig-
gered intense behind-the-
scenes lobbying, with the
spotlight turning to the future
of the AHINDA social coali-
tion — the party’s core elec-
toral base of minorities, back-
ward classes and Dalits.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah remains the undisputed
face of AHINDA politics.
However, growing discus-
sions within party circles cen-
tre on a crucial question: who

BANGLA QUAKE TREMORS

will inherit the mantle after
him?

Emerging prominently in
this conversation is senior
minister Satish Jarkiholi. His
recent political moves are
widely viewed as a calibrated
effort to position himself as
the next-generation AHINDA
leader.

Jarkiholi’s political en-
gagements intensified fol-
lowing a recent visit to
New Delhi, where he met
Congress national presi-
dent Mallikarjun
Kharge. Sources
indicate that

the meeting, also attended by
senior leader K. N. Rajanna,
focused on Karnataka’s
evolving political climate and
the need to nurture sec-
ond-line AHINDA leadership.
Party insiders suggest Jarki-
holi stressed that while AHIN-
DA voters remain consolidated
under Siddaramaiah, sus-
b taining that unity beyond
®N his leadership could
¥ pose challenges.
Strengthening alterna-
tive leadership now, he
is learnt to have argued,
is vital for long-
term stability.

5.4-Quake Shakes B'desh; Tremors Trigger Panic in Kolkata

KOLKATA

A 5.4-magnitude earthquake
struck near Dhaka in Bangla-
desh on Friday afternoon,
with tremors felt across sever-
al parts of Kolkata, prompting
residents to rush out of homes
and offices. No immediate re-
ports of damage or injuries
were received.

The quake occurred at
around 1:30 pm IST, approx-
imately 188 kilometres from
Dhaka. While the Bangladesh
Meteorological Department

‘\

recorded the magnitude at 5.4,
the US Geological Survey
measured it at 5.3. Owing to
Kolkata’s geographical prox-

imity to Bangladesh, tremors
were experienced in multiple
neighbourhoods across the
city and adjoining areas.

According to the USGS, the
earthquake struck at a depth
of 9.8 kilometres, classifying
it as a shallow quake. Shallow
earthquakes, typically occur-
ring between 0 and 70 kilo-
metres below the surface,
tend to produce stronger
ground shaking as seismic
waves travel a shorter dis-
tance to reach populated ar-
eas. The epicentre was located
southwest of the Seismic Cen-
tre in Agargaon, Dhaka.

In several parts of Kolkata,
residents reported ceiling fans

swaying and light household
objects shifting. Many people
gathered in open spaces as a
precautionary measure. A res-
ident said furniture shook
briefly, causing momentary
panic before the tremors sub-
sided within seconds.

Earlier in the day, a sepa-
rate 2.7-magnitude earth-
quake struck Namchi in Sik-
kim at a depth of 5 kilome-
tres, according to the National
Center for Seismology. No
damage was reported in that
incident either.
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Gruha Lakshmi Scheme
Funds Credited to

Deceased Beneficiaries

Bengaluru
The Gruha Lakshmi
scheme, one of the five
flagship guarantees of the
Siddaramaiah-led gov-
ernment, has come under
scrutiny after it was found
that funds were credited
to the bank accounts of
deceased beneficiaries.
Under the scheme, the
woman head of a house-
hold receives 2,000 per
month as financial assis-
tance. However, recent
findings have revealed
large-scale discrepancies
in beneficiary records. Ac-
cording to official sources,
nearly 69,000 bank ac-
counts belonging to de-
ceased individuals received
payments amounting to
Z79 crore under the Gruha
Lakshmi scheme. The ir-
regularity has raised con-
cerns within the govern-
ment, as it adds financial
strain and highlights gaps
in data verification and
beneficiary tracking
mechanisms.

Students Advised Not
to Take Admissionin
Unrecognised Institution

Bengaluru
The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
issued a public warning
stating that the Bengalu-
ru-based Global Human
Peace University is a fake
institution and not recog-
nised under the UGC Act,
1956. The regulatory body
has advised students and
parents not to seek ad-
mission in the institution,
as any degrees or diplo-
mas awarded by it will be
invalid for higher educa-
tion or government em-
ployment. According to
the UGC, the so-called
university is operating
from #1035, 4th Block,
near Golden Heights, Dr.
Rajkumar Road, Rajajina-
gar, Bengaluru. However,
it does not have recogni-
tion under Section 2(f)
or Section 3 of the
UGC Act, 1956.

Healthy Families
Build a Strong Nation:
Minister Hebbalkar

Bengaluru
Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Lakshmi
Hebbalkar on Friday said
that healthy families build a
healthy nation,and a
healthy nation, in turn, cre-
ates a strong future. She
was speaking after inaugu-
rating the Women’s Mental
Health Summit Mpowering
Minds 2026 held at a pri-
vate hotel in Bengaluru. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the
Minister emphasized that
healthy women are the
foundation of healthy fami-
lies. She underlined the im-
portance of prioritizing
women’s mental well-be-
ing, stating that mental
health is not a subject to be
ignored but one that direct-
ly impacts quality of life
and societal progress. Con-
gratulating the Mpower or-
ganisation for its dec-
ade-long service in the field
of mental health, Hebba-
lkar said Bengaluru has al-
ways been a city of ideas.

‘DGR Hosts Major Job Fair for!

Ex-Servicemenin Bengaluru

Over 850 veterans and 51 companies participated, offering 780 diverse opportunities

BENGALURU

The Directorate General Re-
settlement (DGR), function-
ing under the Department of
Ex-Servicemen Welfare
(DoESW), Ministry of De-
fence, successfully organised
an Ex-Servicemen (ESM) Job
Fair at the MEG & Centre in
Bengaluru on February 27,
2026. The event served as a
significant platform to con-
nect retired armed forces per-
sonnel with leading employ-
ers from across the country.
The job fair witnessed en-
thusiastic participation from
more than 850 Ex-Service-
men and 51 prominent nation-
al and multinational compa-
nies. Together, they brought
forward over 780 job oppor-
tunities spanning diverse sec-
tors including manufacturing,
information technology, logis-
tics, security services, admin-
istration and corporate man-
agement. The initiative aimed
to support veterans in secur-

O et~ |

ing meaningful second ca-
reers after their dedicated ser-
vice to the nation.

The event was inaugurated
by Lt Gen JK Gera, Comman-
dant of ASC Centre & Col-
lege, along with Cmde
Vikrant Kishore, Principal
Director, DGR. The senior of-
ficers interacted extensively
with participating veterans
and corporate representatives,
gaining insights into emerg-
ing employment trends, in-
dustry expectations and the

-
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skill alignment of Ex-Service-
men with current market de-
mands. Their presence under-
scored the Armed Forces’
continued commitment to the
welfare and professional re-
settlement of veterans.

Dr. Enti Ranga Reddy,
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of Legend Technologies
(India) Pvt. Ltd. and Co-Chair-
man of SIDM Karnataka,
graced the occasion as the Cor-
porate Guest of Honour. He
commended the professional-

ism, discipline and leadership
qualities of Ex-Servicemen,
highlighting their immense val-
ue to the corporate sector. Ma-
jor recruiters at the job fair in-
cluded Bharat Electronics Lim-
ited (BEL), Genpact, Cemindia
and Toyota Kirloskar Auto
Parts, among several other re-
puted organisations. Notably,
BEL conducted an on-the-spot
written examination during the
event, and 12 Ex-Servicemen
were shortlisted for interviews,
reflecting the seriousness of re-
cruitment efforts.

The job fair provided a vital
opportunity for veterans to
showecase their technical, man-
agerial and administrative ex-
pertise while enabling compa-
nies to access a highly skilled
and disciplined talent pool. The
initiative further reinforced
DGR’s commitment to facilitat-
ing smooth transitions for
Ex-Servicemen into civilian
careers and strengthening their
integration into the broader
workforce.

Model initiative in B’luru aims to promote economic self-reliance and dignity

Free Auto Driving Training for
Women, Transgenders Launched

BENGALURU

In a significant and progres-
sive step toward empowering
women and marginalized
transgender persons, a free
auto driving training pro-
gramme has been launched in
Bengaluru to promote eco-
nomic self-reliance. The ini-
tiative is designed to help
participants secure sustainable
livelihoods and integrate
more confidently into the
mainstream workforce. Trans-
port and Muzrai Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy assured full
support and encouragement
from the State Government
for the scheme.

The programme was for-
mally inaugurated at BTM
Layout in Bengaluru. It has
been jointly organised by the
Bangalore Political Action
Committee (B.PAC) and CGI
as part of their social empow-
erment efforts. Addressing the

gathering, the Minister lauded
the organisers for identifying
communities that have long
remained on the fringes of so-
ciety and providing them with
practical skill-based training
to stand on their own feet.

He emphasized that such
initiatives are crucial in ensur-
ing that women and transgen-
der persons gain ac- P
cess to dignified em- ;
ployment opportuni-
ties. By equipping
them with driving
skills and related
training, the pro-
gramme seeks to
open doors to self-employ-
ment in the auto-rickshaw
sector, thereby offering finan-
cial independence and long-
term stability.

The training camp includes
professional driving instruc-
tion along with essential skill
development components
aimed at enhancing confi-

dence, communication abili-
ties, and awareness of traffic
regulations. Participants will
also receive guidance on ob-
taining driving licences and
understanding the procedures
involved in operating com-
mercial vehicles.
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
reiterated that the government
. remains committed to
inclusive develop-
ment and social jus-
tice. He stated that
empowering vulnera-
¢ Dle sections of soci-
N ety through skill-
based initiatives not
only improves their economic
standing but also strengthens
the social fabric of the city.
The initiative is being
viewed as a model step to-
ward inclusive growth, with
hopes that similar pro-
grammes will be expanded to
other parts of the state in the
coming months.

CM Pays Tribute
to Former CM
K.C. Reddy

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
paid rich tributes to former
Chief Minister K.C. Reddy on
his death anniversary, stating
that the late leader’s ideals
continue to inspire and guide
the state in its development
journey.

Speaking to the media after
garlanding the statue of K.C.
Reddy, the Chief Minister re-
called his immense contribu-
tions to the state and the na-
tion. He said that K.C. Reddy
was the first Chief Minister of
the state in independent India
and played a vital role during
a crucial phase in its political
and administrative evolution.

Slddaramalah highlighted

’ that K.C.
Reddy had
actively par-
ticipated in
the freedom
struggle and
had endured
1mprlsonment multiple times
for the cause of the nation.
His commitment to public

_service and dedication to

BJP MLA Lamani’s Bail Plea Heard

BENGALURU

The bail application of BJP
MLA Chandru Lamani, ar-
rested in connection with al-
legedly accepting %5 lakh
from a contractor, came up
for hearing before the Special
Court for MPs and MLAs in
Bengaluru on Friday. The
case pertains to an
alleged bribery inci-
dent involving a pub-
lic works contract.
Senior advocate
Ashok Haranahalli
appeared on behalf of
Chandru Lamani and
presented arguments seeking
bail before the court. During
the proceedings, the Special
Public Prosecutor (SPP)
sought additional time to
present detailed objections
and arguments in the matter.
Considering the request, the
Special Court adjourned the

According to the
prosecution, Lamani was
allegedly caught red-
handed by Lokayukta
officials while accepting
an 11 percent commission.

hearing to tomorrow for fur-
ther consideration.
According to the
prosecution, Lamani
was allegedly caught
red-handed by Lo-
kayukta officials
while accepting an
11 percent commis-
sion from a contrac-
tor for the construction of a
retaining wall project. The
Lokayukta team reportedly
conducted a trap operation
following a complaint from
the contractor, who alleged
that the MLA had demanded
a bribe in connection with
clearing payments and facili-

tating the project work.

Investigators claim that the
amount of %5 lakh was part of
the agreed commission relat-
ed to the contract. Soon after
the alleged transaction, Lo-
kayukta officials swooped in
and apprehended the MLA.
The incident has triggered
political ripples, with opposi-
tion parties demanding strict
action and transparency in the
investigation.

The defence, however, is
expected to challenge the
prosecution’s claims and seek
relief on legal grounds during
the next hearing. The case has
drawn significant public atten-
tion, as it involves an elected
representative facing serious
corruption charges. Further
proceedings in the matter will
continue before the Special
Court, which will decide on the
bail plea after hearing detailed
arguments from both sides.

democratic values were ex-
emplary, he noted. The Chief
Minister further said that K.C.
Reddy played a significant
role in the unification and ad-
ministration of the erstwhile
Mysore State. During his ten-
ure as Chief Minister, and lat-
er as a Union Minister and
Governor, he continued to
serve the people with integrity
and commitment.

He also pointed out that
K.C. Reddy worked tirelessly
towards industrial develop-
ment in Karnataka, contribut-
ing to the establishment of
several factories and laying a
strong foundation for the
state’s economic growth. De-
scribing him as a sincere and
principled political leader,
Siddaramaiah said his legacy
remains a guiding force for
present and future genera-
tions.

Offering prayers for the de-
parted soul, the Chief Minis-
ter said, May God grant eter-
nal peace to his soul.

College Girls Drugged,
Gang-Raped in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

A shocking case that has sent
ripples across the city has
come to light in Bengaluru,
where a group of accused al-
legedly targeted college girls,
drugged them, and subjected
them to gang rape.

Police investigations have
revealed disturbing details
about the modus
operandi of the gang, which
reportedly used narcotics
and intoxicating pills to as-
sault unsuspecting young
women.

According to the police, the
accused specifically targeted
students from reputed col-
leges. The gang allegedly
befriended the victims and in-
vited them to private parties
under the pretext of social
gatherings and entertainment.
During these parties,
drugs and intoxicants were
allegedly mixed with alcohol
and served to the young
women. Once the victims be-
came semi-conscious or un-
conscious, the accused al-
legedly sexually assaulted
them.

___DAVTIME POWER ASSURANGE

Sixteen Drug Peddlers
Arrested in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

In a major anti-narcotics op-
eration, the Bengaluru City
Police on Friday arrested 16
drug peddlers, including two
women and eight individuals
from other states, and seized
contraband valued at 35.24
crore. The coordinated crack-
down targeted the movement
and distribution of illegal sub-
stances across multiple parts
of the city.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Seemanth Kumar Singh,
Commissioner of Bengaluru
Police, said the haul included
3,000 MDMA ecstasy pills
weighing 1 kg and 939 grams,
230 grams of MDMA crystals,
48 kg and 750 grams of ganja,
and 306 grams of hydro ganja.
The seizures mark one of the
significant drug busts in the
city in recent months.

We received credible infor-
mation about the movement
and distribution of narcotics
across several police limits in
the city, the Commissioner
said. Acting on the intelli-
gence inputs, the Narcotics
Wing of the City Crime
Branch, along with local po-
lice teams, launched simulta-
neous raids in different areas
to dismantle the supply net-
work.

Police teams from Maratha-
halli, Vidyaranyapura, Ma-
hadevapura, Govindapura,
Chamarajpet, S R Nagar, and
Nandini Layout police sta-
tions carried out coordinated
early morning operations. The

Police seize narcotics
worth ¥5.24 crore in
coordinated citywide
crackdown.

swift and synchronised action
resulted in the arrest of all 16
accused during the raids.

According to the police,
preliminary investigations re-
vealed that the accused were
part of an organised network
involved in sourcing banned
substances from interstate and
international suppliers.
During interrogation, the ac-
cused confessed to procuring
banned substances, including
MDMA pills, MDMA crys-
tals, ganja and hydro ganja,
from interstate and interna-
tional sources at low prices
and selling them locally for
higher profits, Singh stated.

Officials said the accused
targeted city-based consum-
ers, including students and
young professionals, by dis-
tributing drugs through dis-
creet channels. The police are
now probing the wider supply
chain to identify key suppliers
and financiers behind the
racket.

Further investigation is un-
derway to trace the origin of
the seized narcotics and to
determine whether more indi-
viduals are linked to the net-
work. The Bengaluru City
Police reiterated their com-
mitment to intensifying an-
ti-drug operations to curb the
menace and ensure public
safety.

Karaga Festival Dates
Announced in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

The dates for the world-re-
nowned Bengaluru Karaga
Shaktyotsava, a historic and
cultural hallmark of the city,
have been officially an-
nounced. The grand festival
will commence with flag
hoisting on March 24,
marking the beginning of
the 11-day celebrations. The
main Karaga Shaktyotsava
procession will take place at
midnight on April 1, coin-
ciding with the auspicious
Chaitra Pournami.

The festival, deeply root-
ed in centuries-old tradition,
is dedicated to Adishakti
Draupadi Devi and is con-
sidered one of South India’s
oldest and most unique reli-
gious celebrations. As part
of the rituals leading up to
the main event, the Hasi
Karaga ceremony will be
held on March 30 at around
4 am. This marks an import-
ant preliminary ritual before
the grand midnight proces-
sion.

For the 16th time, priest
A. Gnanendra Swamy will
carry the sacred Karaga,
continuing a longstanding
spiritual lineage. He had
also carried the Karaga

durlng last year ’s celebra—
tions. The priest, dressed
traditionally and balancing
the floral pyramid structure
symbolising the goddess,
leads the procession
through the streets of Ben-
galuru amid devotional fer-
Vour.

The Bengaluru Karaga is
known for its vibrant night
procession, where thou-
sands of devotees gather to
witness the spectacle. The
Karaga, adorned with flow-
ers and carried on the
priest’s head, represents
Draupadi Devi and is taken
in a grand procession across
key parts of the city. The
event symbolizes communal
harmony, devotion, and
Bengaluru’s rich cultural
heritage.

With a tradition spanning
centuries, the festival typi-
cally lasts between nine and
eleven days during the
Chaitra month full moon.

Govt Assures Seven Hours Daytime Power to Farmers

BENGALURU

The State Government is
committed to providing farm-
ers with uninterrupted seven
hours of daytime electricity
for agricultural pump sets,
Energy Minister K.J. George
has said. He stated that the
solarisation of agricultural
feeders is being accelerated
under the Kusum-C scheme to
achieve this objective.
Speaking to reporters after
visiting the Regional Con-
gress office on Friday and re-
ceiving grievances from party

leaders and workers, the Min-
ister said the government
aims to generate 2,500 mega-
watts of solar power by solar-
ising substations that supply
electricity to the agri- ..
culture sector.

Through the Ku-
sum-C scheme, we
are taking steps to
ensure seven hours of
daytime power sup-
ply to farmers. Under
the Kusum-B scheme, we are
providing solar pump sets
with up to 80 percent subsidy,
which is the highest in the

country. This is a revolution-
ary step by the Energy De-
partment for the agriculture
sector, he said.

He noted that the Energy
Department has been
playing a crucial role
in the state’s develop-
ment by ensuring re-
liable electricity sup-
ply to both citizens
and farmers. Under
the Gruha Jyothi
scheme, up to 200 units of
free electricity are being pro-
vided to domestic consumers,
benefiting around 1.65 crore

families across the state. We
are utilising all available re-
sources to work for the wel-
fare of the people, especially
farmers, he added.

The Minister further said that
integrating solar energy with
agricultural activities has
helped reduce the load on pow-
er transformers and curb elec-
tricity theft. He emphasized
that the state has made signifi-
cant progress in power genera-
tion while maintaining a reli-
able transmission network.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s guarantee schemes,

George said they have
strengthened the financial po-
sition of families. The govern-
ment allocated 55,000 crore
last year for these guarantees,
with each family receiving ben-
efits worth about %5,000. He
claimed that Karnataka now
ranks number one in per capita
income in the country. Howev-
er, he alleged that despite con-
tributing nearly %4 lakh crore in
taxes, the state receives only
around 260,000 crore in re-
turn from the Centre, accus-
ing it of hindering the state’s
development.
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Helmet Safety
Awareness Drive |
Conducted in Halasuru

Bengaluru
An awareness pro-
gramme was conducted
under the jurisdiction of
the Halasuru Traffic Po-
lice Station to educate
the public on the impor-
tance of wearing ISI-
marked helmets and
strictly adhering to traffic
rules. The initiative aimed
to enhance road safety
and reduce the number of
accidents caused by neg-
ligence and non-compli-
ance with traffic regula-
tions. During the drive,
traffic police personnel
interacted directly with
motorists, especially
two-wheeler riders, em-
phasizing the mandatory
use of |S|-certified
helmets for both riders
and pillion passengers.

Traffic Awareness
Drive Conducted
in Station Limits

Bengaluru
A traffic awareness pro-
gramme was conducted
within the station limits to
educate the public and
auto drivers about the im-
portance of adhering to
traffic rules. The initiative
aimed at promoting re-
sponsible road usage and
enhancing overall safety
for commuters. During the
drive, police personnel
interacted directly with
members of the public and
auto rickshaw drivers, ex-
plaining the significance of
following traffic regulations
to prevent accidents and
ensure smooth vehicular
movement. Officials em-
phasized strict compliance
with rules such as obeying
traffic signals, avoiding
overspeeding, refraining
from using mobile phones
while driving, and carrying
valid driving documents.

BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) has initiated
the construction of a well-
equipped canteen building
within its central office prem-
ises to provide better facilities
for officers, staff members,
and visiting citizens. The
foundation stone for the pro-
posed building was laid re-
cently, marking the beginning
of the much-awaited project
aimed at improving amenities
at the authority’s headquar-
ters.

Chief Commissioner Ma-
heshwar Rao informed that
the new canteen will be con-
structed within the GBA cen-
tral office campus, near the
iconic Dr. Raj Kumar Glass
House. The project is estimat-
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Foundation Laid for Modern
Canteen at GBA Office

A foundation stone was laid for a new canteen building at GBA premises

ed to cost 398 lakh and will
cover an area measuring
40%30 feet. The building has
been thoughtfully designed as
a two-storey structure consist-
ing of a ground floor and a
first floor to efficiently cater

to varying needs.

According to the plan, the
ground floor will operate un-
der a self-service system, en-
abling quick access to food
and beverages for staff and
visitors during busy office
hours. The first floor will fea-
ture a regular service system,
offering a more comfortable
dining experience. The du-
al-structure approach is ex-
pected to streamline opera-
tions and manage footfall ef-
fectively.

The canteen will offer a va-
riety of food items, including
breakfast options, bakery
snacks, fresh juices, coffee,
and tea. In addition to quality
food services, essential infra-
structure such as clean drink-
ing water facilities will also
be provided to ensure hygiene

and convenience.

Officials stated that the
project aims to create a com-
fortable and accessible space
within the office premises,
reducing the need for employ-
ees and visitors to step out-
side for refreshments. Chief
Commissioner Maheshwar
Rao has directed concerned
authorities to complete the
construction within the stipu-
lated timeframe while main-
taining quality standards.

Special Commissioner Dr.
K. Harish Kumar, Joint Com-
missioner Hemanth Sharan,
and other officials were pres-
ent during the foundation cer-
emony, underscoring the ad-
ministration’s commitment to
enhancing workplace infra-
structure and citizen-friendly
facilities at the GBA office.

Traffic Safety Awareness
Held at Chaitanya School

BENGALURU

A #SARS (Safety and Road
Safety) awareness programme
was conducted at Chaitanya
School with the objective of
educating children about the
importance of following traf-
fic rules and ensuring road
safety for all. The initiative
aimed to instill responsible
behavior among students
from a young age and encour-
age them to become safety
ambassadors within their fam-
ilies and communities.
During the session, officials
explained basic traffic rules in
a simple and engaging man-
ner, helping students under-
stand the significance of road
discipline. Topics such as
obeying traffic signals, using
pedestrian crossings, wearing
helmets while riding
two-wheelers, fastening seat

belts in cars, and avoiding
distractions like mobile
phones while on the road
were highlighted.

Interactive discussions and
practical examples were used
to make the session informa-
tive and relatable. Students
were encouraged to ask ques-
tions and share their experi-
ences related to road usage.
The programme also stressed
the importance of respecting
traffic police personnel and
cooperating with authorities
to maintain smooth and safe
traffic flow. Special emphasis
was placed on the role children
can play in influencing adults
by reminding parents and
guardians to follow safety
norms. Officials noted that cre-
ating awareness among school
children is a long-term invest-
ment in building a culture of
responsible road usage.

Japanese Delegation Visits
Traffic Management Centre

BENGALURU

A 40-member delegation from
Japan, comprising officials
from the Ministry of Internal
Affairs and Communications
and representatives of Ze-
ro-Sum Ltd., visited the Traf-
fic Management Centre
(TMC) of the Bengaluru Traf-
fic Police. The visit marked
an important step toward
strengthening international
collaboration and knowledge
exchange in the field of urban
traffic management and road
safety.

During the visit, the delega-
tion was given a comprehen-
sive presentation on Bengalu-
ru’s Integrated Traffic Man-
agement System (ITMS).
Officials explained how re-
al-time monitoring mecha-
nisms, advanced surveillance
cameras, adaptive traffic sig-

nals, and centralized com-
mand systems are being used
to regulate traffic flow effi-
ciently across the city. The
team was also briefed on the
use of data analytics and tech-
nology-driven strategies to
reduce congestion, improve
emergency response times,
and enhance overall road
safety.

Senior traffic police officers
demonstrated the functioning
of the control room, high-
lighting how live feeds from
various junctions are moni-
tored and how quick decisions
are taken to address bottle-
necks or incidents. The dele-
gation showed keen interest in
the deployment of Artificial
Intelligence-based tools, auto-
mated number plate recogni-
tion systems, and enforcement
technologies used to detect
traffic violations.
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Intensive Cleaning
Drive Conducted
at Siddaiah Road

BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Central City
Corporation undertook a
special cleanliness cam-
paign at Siddaiah Road un-
der the Chickpet Division as
part of its ongoing efforts to
enhance sanitation and pub-
lic hygiene across key com-
mercial zones. The drive
focused on addressing
long-standing waste accu-
mulation and improving
overall environmental con-
ditions in the busy locality.

During the special opera-
tion, sanitation teams re-
moved accumulated gar-
bage and debris from vari-
ous stretches of the road.
Roadside litter was cleared
systematically to ensure
thorough cleaning of public
spaces frequently used by
pedestrians, shopkeepers,
and commuters. Authorities
also identified and eliminat-
ed several black spots
where waste had been re-
peatedly dumped, posing
both health and environ-
mental concerns.

Siddaiah Road, being a
prominent commercial
stretch within the Chickpet
Division, witnesses heavy
daily footfall and vehicular
movement. The presence of
unattended garbage not only
affected the aesthetic appeal
of the area but also created

potential health hazards. Of-
ficials stated that the inten-
sive drive was conducted to
prevent the spread of dis-
eases, reduce foul odor, and
promote a cleaner urban en-
vironment.

Sanitation workers were
deployed in adequate num-
bers, and necessary equip-
ment was utilized to ensure
swift and efficient comple-
tion of the drive. Corpora-
tion authorities emphasized
that such focused cleanli-
ness campaigns will contin-
ue in other parts of the city
to maintain hygiene stan-
dards and address public
grievances related to waste
management.

The initiative reflects the
corporation’s commitment
to maintaining a clean and
pleasant atmosphere in
commercial hubs. Officials
have urged shopkeepers,
residents, and visitors to co-
operate by avoiding littering
and ensuring proper dispos-
al of waste to sustain the
results of the cleaning drive.

The Bengaluru Central
City Corporation reiterated
that public participation re-
mains crucial in building a
cleaner and healthier city,
and similar intensive
drives will be conducted pe-
riodically to uphold sanita-
tion standards across all
divisions.

Committed to Providing 7 Hours of Daytime Power to Farmers: K.J. George

BENGALURU reliable daytime supply for farm-
ers. Under KUSUM-B, the gov-
ernment is offering solar pump
sets with subsidies of up to 80%,
calling it a major boost to the ag-
riculture sector.

George highlighted the depart-
ment’s role in welfare initiatives,
noting that the Gruha Jyothi
scheme provides up to 200 units
of free electricity to 1.65 crore
families. Integrating solar energy
with agriculture has reduced
transformer load and curbed
power theft while strengthening

generation and transmission, he
said. He added that 355,000
crore was allocated for guarantee
schemes last year, benefiting
families statewide. Alleging that
the Centre returns only 360,000
crore from Karnataka’s %4 lakh
crore tax contribution, he ac-
cused it of hindering develop-
ment.

Criticising the BJP, George
said Congress leaders had sacri-
ficed for Independence, unlike
their rivals, whom he accused of
“empty patriotism.”

K. J. George said the Karnataka
government is committed to pro-
viding seven hours of uninter-
rupted daytime electricity to ag-
ricultural pump sets and is expe-
diting feeder solarisation under
the KUSUM-C scheme.
Speaking after meeting party
leaders at the Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee office, he
said substations supplying power
to agriculture are being solarised
to generate 2,500 MW, ensuring

DGR Organiss Ex-
Servicemen Job Fair

BENGALURU

The Directorate General Resettlement (DGR), under
the Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare (DoESW),
Ministry of Defence, organised an Ex-Servicemen
(ESM) Job Fair at MEG & Centre in Bengaluru on
Friday.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from
both Ex-Servicemen and industry with over 850 ESM
and 51 leading national and multinational companies
coming together to offer more than 780 employment
opportunities across diverse sectors. The Job Fair was
inaugurated by Lt Gen JK Gera, Comdt ASC Centre
& College along with Cmde Vikrant Kishore, PD
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portunities and industry expectations. Dr. Enti Ranga
Reddy, Chairman & MD, Legend Technologies (India)
Pvt. Ltd. and Co-Chairman SIDM, Karnataka graced
the occasion as the Corporate Guest of Honour.
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49 Public Complaints
Raised at Phone-In rogramme
BENGALURU
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The Bengaluru North City Corporation organized a

dedicated Phone-in Programme at its office meeting . 2e3°. F0Row0d, W) HF0 By
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missioner Pommala Sunil Kumar personally attended
the session and interacted with residents, listening
carefully to their grievances and suggestions.

The initiative witnessed active public participation,
with a total of 49 calls received during the programme.
Altogether, 58 complaints related to various civic mat-
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Laborer diesin
electrocution accident

Chamarajanagar
A tragic accident oc-
curred in Ramasamudra,
Chamarajanagar, when a
laborer was electrocuted
during construction work,
resulting in his death and
injuries to two others.
The deceased has been
identified as Naganna,
who was working on the
first floor of a building on
Kulume Road when he
came into contact with
an exposed electric wire.
Two workers, Nagendra
and Vishakanta, were in-
jured and admitted to
SIMS Hospital for treat-
ment. Officials from
CHESCO visited the hos-
pital for inquiry. A case
has been registered at
the town police station to
investigate the incident.

Workshop empowers
women through
financial inclusion

Mandya
A one-day workshop on
financial inclusion was
held on February 26 at
the Kaveri Hall, Zilla
Panchayat, for dis-
trict-level bank managers
under the National Rural
Livelihood Mission
(NRLM). The program
was inaugurated by the
CEO of Zilla Panchayat,
Mandya, who highlighted
that community capital
funds are being distribut-
ed through Gram
Panchayat unions to self-
help groups. He empha-
sized arranging addition-
al loans and marketing
opportunities via fairs like
Krishi Mela and Saras
Mela to empower rural
women economically.
Bank officials were in-
structed to provide guid-
ance, insurance, and so-
cial security scheme sup-
port. National Resource
Person Abhishek Goswa-
mi, Taluk Executive Of-
ficers,and NRLM staff at-
tended.

Vatsalya house
inaugurated under
Dharmasthala scheme

Gadag
A new Vatsalya House
was inaugurated in
Gadag taluk on Saturday
to support Husenamma.
The project, implement-
ed under the Dharmasth-
ala Village Development
Yojana, was led by the
district director and inau-
gurated by Keshav
Devanga. Officials pres-
ent included Taluka Pro-
ject Officers Uma, Koppal
Regional Division officers,
Knowledge Development
Project Officer Sudha,
and members of the
Gram Panchayat. Digni-
taries from the town,
Navjeevan Samiti mem-
bers, Zonal Supervisors,
and Knowledge Coordi-
nating Officers also at-
tended. The initiative
aims to provide housing
and support services for
vulnerable individuals,
demonstrating the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to community welfare
and rural development.

Janata Darshan empowers
cltlzens across Gadag district

Janata Darshan under CM Siddaramaiah allows advance applications,
providing support; 188 of 300+ departmental cases have been resolved

GADAG

District in-charge Minister
H.K. Patil inaugurated the Ja-
nata Darshan program at the
district administration build-
ing on Friday, calling it a
valuable platform for citizens
to bring their issues directly
to government offices. He
emphasized that the public are
“lords,” not customers, and
public servants must address
their concerns with dedication
and sincerity.

Janata Darshan, implement-
ed across Karnataka under
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
allows citizens to submit ap-
plications ten days in ad-
vance. Infrastructure and sup-
port are provided to ensure
visitors can have their prob-
lems addressed promptly. So
far, over 300 applications
have been received, including
135 from the Revenue De-
partment, 38 from Urban De-

velopment, four from the Dis-
trict Panchayat, and 123 from
other departments. Of these,
188 cases have already been
resolved, with the remainder
being actively addressed.

Patil highlighted Gadag as a
Special Administrative District,
achieving 99.02% progress un-
der the State Government’s
Five Guarantee Schemes. He
clarified that these schemes are
not burdensome but aim to
eradicate poverty and empower
citizens, noting that administra-

tive efficiency and transparency
have been maintained across
departments. He likened the
initiative to the “bell of justice”
from earlier kings, emphasizing
swift resolution of public griev-
ances.

The program also highlight-
ed Third Eye, a police-friendly
initiative reducing crime and
ensuring public safety. Traffic
violations have declined, creat-
ing a secure environment for
residents.

District Collector C.N. Sri-

dhar explained that Janata Dar- A

shan helps citizens navigate
delays or information gaps in
government schemes. Applica-
tions submitted from February
16 onwards are being pro-
cessed, with priority given to
timely resolution.

Officials present included
Akbarsaba Babarji, B.B.
Asooty, Ashoka Mandali, Ro-
han Jagdeesh, Santosh K, Dr.
Duragesh KR, C.R. Mundargi,
and other district and taluk-lev-
el officers, along with public
representatives. The program
began with a performance by
Baahubali Jain and a song by
Venkatesha Alcode Team A,
creating an engaging and inclu-
sive environment for partici-
pants.

The Minister stressed that
Janata Darshan should serve as
amodel for citizen-centric gov-
ernance across the state, ensur-
ing timely, fair, and transparent
delivery of public services.

Ravikumar said DK Shivakumar and Siddaramaiah support high command

decisions and urged clear leadership announcements to prevent confusion

Congress urged to resolve
leadership confusmn soon

MANDYA

Congress MLA Ganiga Ravi-
kumar has called on the par-
ty’s high command to re-
solve the ongoing leadership
confusion ahead of the 2028
elections.

Speaking in Keragodu vil-
lage during a dinner gather-
ing of DK-supporting MLAs,
he emphasized that clarity on
the Chief Minister (CM) and
Deputy Chief Minister
(DCM) positions is essential
to maintain the party’s repu-
tation.

The dinner, held on Bal-
akrishna’s birthday, featured
Nati-style mutton biryani,
but speculation arose about
leadership roles following
the event.

Ravikumar clarified that
while 136 MLAs support DK
Shivakumar for CM, there is
still uncertainty.

“CM and DCM are the
same for us. I am the CM
and DCM, I am the DCM.

!

DK Shivakumar has said it is
his personal wish to become
CM,” he said.

Ravikumar stressed that
both DK Shivakumar and
party veteran Siddaramaiah
have expressed commitment
to the high command’s deci-
sions.

He urged the leadership to
make a clear announcement
to prevent daily confusion
and avoid potential damage
to Congress’s image.

During the meeting, politi-

cians also discussed constit-
uency development and oth-
er local political matters.
Ravikumar insisted that lead-
ership positions should not
be assumed based on tours or
lunches, but through formal
decisions by the high com-
mand.

The MLA said the party
must ensure stability and
unity so Congress can retain
power in 2028.

high command should inter-
vene and resolve the confu-
sion immediately,” he stated.

The dinner meeting, while :
informal, highlighted the ur-

gency among party MLAs
for clarity on leadership
roles.

Ravikumar concluded by :

emphasizing that all deci-
sions should be in line with
the high command’s instruc-
tions and that maintaining a

united front is crucial for the

party’s success in the up-
coming elections.

Mandya honors Judge N.
Deepika for achievement

MANDYA

Rural talent and newly ap-
pointed judge N. Deepika was
felicitated at a program orga-
nized by Good Shepherd Ed-
ucation Trust in Mandya city
to recognize her achieve-
ments.

M. Anand, Member Secre-
tary of the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority, praised Deep-
ika’s perseverance and dedi-
cation.

He highlighted that her suc-
cess is an inspiration to all,
showing that continuous ef-
fort and education can help
anyone achieve high posi-
tions, regardless of back-

ground. He urged students to

seize opportunities and make |
good use of their talents in :

life.
Addressing the audience,

Judge Deepika encouraged

students to focus on education
and assured them that success
is not limited by social or eco-

nomic background. She em-

phasized that with proper
guidance from teachers and
determination, any obstacle
can be overcome.

The felicitation program
was attended by Thomas

Benjamin, founder president :
of the trust, along with Pres- :

ident George Mohankumar,
Secretary.

FESTIVAL OF TALES

Call for wider
awareness on
Yuvanidhi

MANDYA

District Level Guarantee
Schemes Implementation Au-

¢ thority Chairman Chikkalin-

gaiah has called for greater
publicity of the Yuvanidhi
scheme in colleges and uni-

. versities across the district.

He stressed the need to install
banners and notice boards to
create awareness among stu-
dents about the benefits avail-

¢ able under the scheme.

He was speaking at a com-
mittee meeting held at the Zil-
la Panchayat Mini Hall. Chik-

i kalingaiah said many eligible
“Our appeal is that the

youth are still unaware of the

Yuvanidhi programme and

urged officials to ensure prop-
er information reaches cam-
puses. He also reviewed the
implementation of other guar-
antee schemes.

Referring to the Annasu-
vidha Yojana under the Anna
Bhagya scheme, he said ra-

tion is being delivered to the :

T

Prerana-2026 Conference
Empowers SC/ST Students

MANGALURU

A special entrepreneurship
. event, ‘Prerana-2026’, will be
. held today at SDM Law De-

gree College in Mangaluru to
inspire Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) stu-
dents to start their own busi-
nesses, said Cap. Brijesh
Chowta. The conference aims
to guide youth with skills,

© ideas, and opportunities to be-
i come future entrepreneurs

rather than job seekers.
Many SC/ST students in
Dakshina Kannada district,
including those studying ITI,
diploma, and engineering
courses, have the talent and
ambition to run businesses.

. The conference will provide
¢ information about govern-

ment schemes, bank loans,
and other facilities that can
support young entrepreneurs.
Cap. Chowta urged all eligi-
ble students to attend in large
numbers and take full advan-
tage of the guidance offered.

Organized in collaboration

© with Bolpu and the SC/ST
¢ Studies and Development

Trust, the event aligns with
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s vision of a ‘Self-Reliant
India’. The conference in-
tends to revive local entrepre-
neurship and encourage stu-
dents to think creatively about

. business opportunities. Offi-
¢ cials said the government pri-

oritizes fostering entrepre-
neurial spirit among SC/ST
youth, and this platform will
help achieve that goal.

The conference will feature

Many SC/ST students in
Dakshina Kannada
pursuing ITl, diploma,
and engineering courses
have entrepreneurial
potential, and the
conference will guide
them on government
schemes, loans, and
support, urged Cap.
Chowta.

lectures, discussions, and ex-
pert advice to help students
plan and implement their
business ideas. Attendees will
also learn about navigating
loan facilities and accessing
various government support
programs.

The event will be inaugu-
rated by Mangalore Universi-
ty Vice Chancellor Prof. P.L.
Dharma. Other notable at-
tendees include Mangalore
South MLA Vedavyasa Ka-
math, SDM Educational Insti-
tution CEO Pooran Verma,
SC/ST Studies and Develop-
ment Trust President Mohan-
angaiah Swamy, Vadiraj Sa-
maya, and Dalit Entrepre-
neurs Association Executive
President C.G. Srinivas.

Students and interested par-
ticipants can contact 91414
41144 or 97431 20044 for
more details. Cap. Chowta
emphasized that this confer-
ence is a valuable opportunity
for young SC/ST entrepre-
neurs to gain knowledge,
build confidence, and take
their first steps toward suc-
cessful business ventures.

doorsteps of people above 75 | 418

years of age. However, some
elderly beneficiaries are un-
able to receive supplies be-
cause they do not have mobile
phones to generate OTPs. He
appealed to officials to take a

Mandya prepares to prevent

. Karnataka Deputy Lokayukta

drinking water shortage

MANDYA

The District Water and Sani-
tation Committee has issued
directives to prevent drinking
water problems in villages
during the upcoming summer,
said CEO Nandini K.R. at the
meeting held at the Zilla Pan-
chayat’s Keswan Hall. She
instructed Executive Officers
of all Taluk Panchayats and
engineers of the Rural Drink-
ing Water and Sanitation De-

¢ partment to identify villages

likely to face shortages and
take preventive measures.
This year, 239 villages were
identified as potentially fac-
ing water issues. Private bore

i wells have been located in

206 villages, while in the re-
maining 33 villages, arrange-
ments are being made to sup-
ply water through tankers to
ensure uninterrupted access.
Officials were urged to pro-
vide sufficient quality drink-
ing water to every village and
prepare in advance for peak
summer demand.

Hassan hosts first children’s literature festival

e

HASSAN

Vijaya School has an-
nounced the first-ever Has-
san Literature Festival —
Children’s Edition, dedicated
entirely to children’s litera-
ture.

The two-day festival will
be held on February 28 and
March 1 at the Chikkahon-
nenahalli campus in Hassan.

The event aims to build
strong reading habits among
children and create aware-
ness in the community about
the importance of literature
from an early age. Noted au-

- I SCHOOL

thor and journalist Girish
Rao Hatwar, popularly
known as Jogi, will inaugu-
rate the festival along with

H.B.

Madan Gowda, Vice Pres-
ident of the Karnataka Union
of Working Journalists, Ben-

galuru.

The festival will offer stu-
dents and families a chance
to interact with children’s
writers through storytelling
sessions, creative writing
workshops, and engaging
discussions.

Sapna Book House will
host a grand book fair featur-
ing over 1,000 titles for read-
ers of all ages.

Students from preschool to
high school will present the-
atre performances and story-
telling sessions inspired by
works of William Shake-
speare and Tenali Ra-

makrishna.

A special installation
called “Bandaya Wall”
draws inspiration from the
Booker Prize-winning book
Heart Lamp by Banu Mush-
taq, encouraging critical
thinking among young read-
ers.

Activities include literary
games, a treasure hunt,
bookmark-making, a quiet
reading space named “Vidya
Vatika,” and a book donation

drive with the Rotary Inter- :
© cials that microfinance com-
ed to celebrate the joy of
* set by the Reserve Bank of

act Club. The public is invit-

reading together.

UDUPI

Justice B. Veerappa expressed
strong displeasure over the
poor maintenance of the Nit-
tur Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) during a surprise in-
spection on Friday. The facil-
ity, costing around Rs. 3 lakh

. | per month to maintain, was
. found emitting a foul odor,
i and water being released was

black, raising serious con-
cerns about public health.
Despite officials claiming
that the plant purifies water in
six stages, Justice Veerappa
observed that the treatment
was insufficient. He directed

¢ action against Keerthi Kumar,
. an officer of the Karnataka

State Pollution Control Board
(KSPCB), for dereliction of
duty.

The Nittur STP was set up

| Deputy Lokayukta slams
Udupi STP officials

in 2010 by the Karnataka Ur-
ban Infrastructure Develop-
ment and Finance Corpora-
tion (KUIDFC) and is slated
for an upgrade costing Rs. 30
crore. Although funds have
been approved, the upgrade
work has yet to start fully.
Municipal officials admitted
that some initial steps had be-
gun but provided unclear in-
formation, which further an-
gered the Deputy Lokayukta.

Justice Veerappa warned
officials that untreated water
being released into the sea is
“indirectly feeding poison to
the people.” He added that
during inspections across 18
districts, he had never seen a
condition as poor as the one
in Udupi.

During his visit to nearby
areas including Malpe, the
Deputy Lokayukta heard
complaints from residents .

Strict action ordered against

harassment of farmers

MANDYA

District Collector Dr. Kumar
has issued a strict warning to
private financial institutions
and microfinance companies

: against harassing farmers and
. common people in the name

of debt recovery. Speaking at
a meeting with the Karnataka
Farmers Association at the
District Collector’s office, he
emphasized that any organiza-
tion violating RBI guidelines
will face legal action.

Dr. Kumar reminded offi-

panies must follow the rules

India when recovering loans.
“Organizations behaving be-
yond the rules will be dealt
with firmly,” he said.

The collector also stressed
the importance of morning
irrigation for crops and in-
structed officials from
Chescom to ensure electricity
supply during early hours. If
technical obstacles arise, they
must be resolved immediate-
ly, he added, noting that ade-
quate lighting helps farmers
water crops safely and effi-
ciently.

Authorities were directed to
promptly respond to farmers’
grievances.
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Student Clubs introduced
for B.E. studentsin
Chikkaballapur

Chikkaballapur
Chintamani Government
Polytechnic, under
Visvesvaraya Technologi-
cal University, organized a
Student Club Program for
2025-26 B.E. students.
The program was inaugu-
rated by College Principal
Dr. Basavaraj, who ex-
plained the importance of
student clubs and their
role in learning and skill
development. Heads of
departments introduced
clubs including the Web
Development Club, Me-
chanical Brainstorming
Club, Renewable Energy
Club, and e-Invention
Club, highlighting their
objectives. Students,
teaching, and non-teach-
ing staff from the Com-
puter Division participat-
ed actively. The initiative
aims to enhance practical
knowledge, teamwork,
and innovation among
engineering students.

Gym trainer stabbed
by girlfriend over
affair

Ramanagar
A shocking incident took
place on Thursday night
near Silk Farm Quartersin
Bidadi when a young gym
trainer was stabbed by his
girlfriend over an alleged
affair. The victim, 27-year-
old Venugopal, has been
dating 30-year-old Sudha
for the past 5-6 years.
Sources say that Venugo-
pal had recently been
keeping distance from
Sudha, which reportedly
angered her. Believing he
was in contact with an-
other woman, Sudha
called him to her house
and stabbed him during a
confrontation. After the
attack, Sudha voluntarily
surrendered at the Bidadi
police station. Venugopal
was immediately admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Bidadi, where he received
treatment and is now re-
ported to be out of danger.
The Bidadi police have
registered a case and are
investigating the matter.

Minister Krishna Byregowda
 distributes benefits to 25,000 farmers

Minister Byregowda said reforms provide permanent land deeds, with Tehsildars
ensuring transparent dellvery dlrectly to farmers, avoiding repeated office visits

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byregowda highlighted the
government’s transformative
efforts in the revenue depart-
ment, stating that decades-old
issues such as Darakastu
Podi, Pouti accounts, and rev-
enue village formation have
now been resolved, bringing
relief to farmers and other
beneficiaries. Speaking at the
Revenue Service Dedication
Convention and Special Rev-
enue Village Campaign 2.0
near Chokkahalli, Chikka-
ballapur, he inaugurated the
distribution of various facili-
ties to 25,000 beneficiaries.
Minister Byregowda em-
phasized that the reforms
have provided permanent land
title deeds, enabling farmers
to become rightful owners of
their cultivated lands. Under a
non-counterfeit system, Te-
hsildars act as Sub-Registrars

to ensure transparency and
deliver deeds directly to ben-
eficiaries, eliminating the
need for repeated visits to of-
fices.

He detailed that the govern-
ment has cleared 18.5 lakh
pending death accounts, en-
suring that property and reve-
nue rights are transferred to
rightful heirs. The Bhu Surak-
sha Yojana has digitized 71
crore pages of land records,
allowing beneficiaries to ac-
cess their revenue documents

online conveniently. The min-
ister also assured that soon,
multiple revenue documents
such as Pahani, Sketch Copy,
EC, MR, and Aakar Band will
be available at a single point
online.

During the program, 3,000
Darakastu Podis and 2,000
revenue village rights were
distributed, along with 16,500
death account settlements and
3,500 social security sanction
letters, with further distribu-
tion planned in the coming

months. The initiative also
included awareness sessions
on Panch Guarantee Schemes
and honored 30 revenue de-
partment staff for their dedi-
cation.

Minister Byregowda lauded
the district administration for
its efficient planning and exe-
cution, calling it a historic
milestone in the revenue de-
partment. The event was at-
tended by prominent officials
including District In-Charge
Minister Dr. MC Sudhakar,
District Collector G. Prabhu,
Tehsildars, Deputy Collectors,
and other departmental offi-
cers, along with beneficiaries
and public representatives.

This program represents a
significant step toward em-
powering farmers, ensuring
land rights, and providing so-
cial security, reflecting a peo-
ple-centric approach in the
revenue administration of
Karnataka.

NIELIT to
conduct
recruitment
interview on
March 11

CHITRADURGA

The National Institute of
Electronics and Information
Technology (NIELIT) Ex-
tension Center will hold a
direct recruitment interview
on March 11 at 9 am for two
contractual teaching posts.
The interview will take
place at the GTTC Building,
Old Bangalore Road, Chitra-
durga City. Candidates with
degrees in Electronics, Com-
puter Science, B.E. in IT,
B.Tech, M.C.A., or BCA are
eligible. Applicants must
bring a CV, self-attested ed-
ucational copies, and one set
of original documents. For
details, contact Administra-
tor Dr. Ranasharma at
9864020005 or 9995427802,
or visit www.nielit.gov.in/
calicut.

Among 16 districts exceeding 80% progress, Tumakuru topped,
improving from 4.45% in the previous review meeting rapidly

Tumakuru tops state in voter revision

TUMAKURU

Tumakuru district has secured
first place in Karnataka for its
performance in the ongoing
Comprehensive Electoral Roll
Revision, achieving 91.19 per
cent progress.

Karnataka Chief Electoral
Officer V. Ramachandran
congratulated the district
during an online meeting held
with Deputy Commissioners
across the state. He appreciat-
ed the efforts of Deputy Com-
missioner Shubha Kalyan and
her team for effectively carry-
ing out voter list mapping and
family data matching.

Out of 16 districts that re-
corded more than 80 per cent
progress, Tumakuru emerged
as the top performer. The
CEO noted that during the
previous review meeting, the
district’s progress stood at just
4.45 per cent, showing signif-

icant improvement within a
short period.

Taluks including Turu-
vekere, Chikkanayakanahalli,
Koratagere, Tiptur, Gubbi,
Madhugiri and Tumakuru also
delivered commendable re-
sults. The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer extended his apprecia-
tion to the respective Tahsil-
dars and Assistant Returning
Officers for their dedicated
work.

He directed all districts to
aim for 95 per cent progress
by the next review meeting.
He also instructed officials in

N
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taluks where work has slowed
to accelerate the revision pro-
cess and ensure accuracy in
the electoral rolls.

Following the state-level
meeting, Deputy Commis-
sioner Shubha Kalyan con-
ducted a review meeting with
district officials and urged
them to work towards achiev-
ing the 95 per cent target.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. N., Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Shubhava, District Election
Tahsildar Nagabhushan and
other officers were present.

Officials urged to strengthen
guarantee schemes implementation

CHITRADURGA

District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
President R. Sivanna has di-
rected immediate action to
stop payments under the
Grilahakshmi Yojana to de-
ceased beneficiaries. Speak-
ing at the progress review
meeting of Panch Guarantee
Schemes at the Zilla Pancha-
yat Mini Hall, he emphasized
using Anganwadi workers to
trace details of deceased ben-
eficiaries and submit verified
reports to the state via the
Child Development Project
Officer.

Deputy Director of Women
and Child Development, Vi-
jay Kumar, reported that
3,98,667 women have regis-
tered in the district under
Grilahakshmi Yojana, with
3,86,770 having already re-
ceived funds, achieving 97

percent progress. He added
that e-governance data is be-
ing used to remove 8,843
deceased beneficiaries from
the payment list, with An-
ganwadi workers and village
accountants collecting death
certificates door-to-door.
The review process is ex-
pected to complete within
15 days.

During the meeting, com-
mittee members raised con-
cerns about rice smuggling
under the Annabhagya
scheme, highlighting that
some financially well-off
families continue to claim
subsidized rice unfairly. Siv-
anna urged authorities to en-
sure transparency by install-
ing information boards at fair
price shops and taking action
against misuse.

In preparation for Interna-
tional Women’s Day, Sivanna
instructed officials to cele-

brate the event across all An-
ganwadi centers by inviting
Grilahakshmi beneficiaries.
He emphasized discussions
on women’s empowerment
and the outreach of govern-
ment schemes at every center.

The Shakti Yojana, which
has benefited over 550 crore
women statewide, will be cel-
ebrated at all taluk bus sta-
tions with the participation of
women passengers and Guar-
antee Committee members.
Additionally, unemployed
graduates under the Yuvanidhi
scheme are to receive skill de-
velopment training along with
their allowances to enhance
employment opportunities.

Sivanna stressed the impor-
tance of wide publicity and
awareness creation at the vil-
lage level to ensure that all
eligible beneficiaries are in-
formed about the Guarantee
Schemes.

Chitradurga holds special training for cooperative societies

CHITRADURGA

A one-day district-level spe-
cial training program for co-
operative societies was held
today at Cooperative Bhavan,
BL Gowda Layout, Kelagote,
Chitradurga, organized jointly
by the Karnataka State Coop-
eration Mahamandal, Chitra-
durga District Cooperative
Union, and Chitradurga Dis-
trict Co-operative Central
Bank. The program aimed to
educate cooperative society
leaders on their roles, respon-
sibilities, and recent changes
in cooperative laws.

The training was inaugurat-
ed by R. Ramareddy, Co-op
Ratna Awardee and Director

of the Chitradurga District
Cooperative Union. He high-
lighted the benefits of contin-
uous training and encouraged
participants to adopt new
practices in their societies for
economic growth.

Leaders from Challakere,
Hiriyur, and Molakalmuru ta-
luks, including past presidents
of primary agricultural coop-
erative societies, participated
actively.

R. Malleshappa, Sahakar
Ratna Awardee and Director,
spoke about recent amend-
ments in the Cooperative So-
cieties Act and their relevance
for elections and newly elect-
ed boards. He emphasized
that awareness of legal chang-

es will help chairpersons and
CEOs manage their societies
efficiently and foster econom-
ic development within their
associations.

Vice President J.R. Raviku-
mar presided over the pro-
gram and explained that the
Chitradurga District Cooper-
ative Union serves as the
mother organization for 1,087
cooperative societies, with
779 currently functional. He
noted that all cooperative so-
cieties must have membership
in the union as per recent
amendments, and urged the
427 pending societies to reg-
ister and participate in train-
ing programs to enhance gov-
ernance.

Land approved for new DC office

CHITRADURGA

The State government has ap-
proved 6.30 acres of land for
constructing a new District
Collector’s office building in
Chitradurga city. The decision
was taken at a joint meeting
held in Bengaluru under the
leadership of Planning and
Statistics Minister and Dis-
trict In-charge Minister D.
Sudhakar and Horticulture
Minister S. S. Mallikarjun.
For the new building, 6.10
acres belonging to the Horti-
culture Department and 0.20
acres from the Hopcoms area
will be allotted, making a total
of 6.30 acres. In exchange, 20
acres of land in Survey Nos. 96
and 101 of Chikkapur village
in Hireguntanur Hobli of Chi-
tradurga taluk will be given to
the Horticulture Department.
Earlier, the District Collec-
tor’s office constructed near

Kunchiganalu was located far
from the city, causing incon-
venience to the public. Con-
sidering public interest, the
building was handed over to
Chitradurga Medical College.
For the past year, efforts were
underway to identify suitable
land within city limits for a
new office. Ministers, MLAs
and senior officials had held
several discussions at Vidhana
Soudha in Bengaluru and
during the Belagavi session.

It was also decided that
space will be provided for the
Horticulture Department of-
fice within the new Collector-
ate building.

MLAs T. Raghumurthy,
N.Y. Gopalakrishna and K.C.
Virendra Pappy, along with
District Collector T. Ven-
katesh, Horticulture Depart-
ment Joint Director Savitha
and other senior officials, at-
tended the meeting.

AN MPUW

Free hearing aids
distributed to 111 children
in Chikkaballapur

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Under the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram
(RBSK), 111 children under
18 with hearing impairments
in Chikkaballapur district
were provided with free hear-
ing aids, in a program de-
scribed by Higher Education
and District In-Charge Minis-
ter Dr. M.C. Sudhakar as a
“meaningful humanitarian
action.”

The event was organized
jointly by the District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat,
District Health and Family
Welfare Department, and
NGOs including Rotary Raj
Mahal Vilas, Movate, and
Samvaad Foundation, India,
and held at Sir M. Visves-
varaya Hall of the Panchayat.
Dr. Sudhakar emphasized the
importance of recognizing
and addressing disabilities
that may not be visible at
birth but manifest as children
grow, such as hearing and vi-
sion impairments.

Under the RBSK program,
children receive free health
checkups four times a year,
while school children are
screened twice annually.
Those requiring further treat-
ment, including hearing aids,
glasses, or surgery, are pro-
vided assistance at no cost.

Each child receiving a hear-
ing aid was also given in-
structions on proper use,
maintenance, and seasonal

The event, organized
by district authorities
and NGOs at Sir M.
Visvesvaraya Hall,
highlighted Dr.
Sudhakar’s emphasis
on addressing hidden
childhood disabilities
like hearing and vision
impairments

care. Specialist doctors pro-
vided guidance, and a card
with detailed usage instruc-
tions was issued to every
child. The department plans to
conduct a follow-up session
next week to reinforce train-
ing and ensure the devices are
used effectively.

District Collector G. Prabhu
highlighted that under RBSK,
the district has screened over
2.12 lakh children and pro-
vides free surgeries, glasses,
and hearing aids to children in
need. He assured that these
services would continue to
expand for maximum impact.

Other dignitaries present
included Zilla Panchayat
CEO Dr. Y. Naveen Bhatt,
District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, and representatives
from the collaborating NGOs.
Parents, beneficiaries, and
public officials also attended
the program, which aimed to
enhance health, confidence,
and opportunities for children
with disabilities in the district.

District strengthens guarantee
schemes, ensures transparency

CHITRADURGA

District Guarantee Scheme
Implementation Authority
President R. Sivanna has or-
dered immediate action to
stop payments under the
Grilahakshmi Yojana to de-
ceased beneficiaries. Speak-
ing at the progress review
meeting of Panch Guarantee
Schemes at the Zilla Pancha-
yat Mini Hall, he emphasized
collecting death certificates
with the help of Anganwadi
workers and submitting veri-
fied reports to the state
through the Child Develop-
ment Project Officer. Pay-
ments to accounts of de-
ceased beneficiaries must be
stopped without delay.

Deputy Director of Women
and Child Development Vi-
jay Kumar reported that
3,98,667 women are regis-
tered under Grilahakshmi
Yojana in the district, with
3,86,770 having already re-
ceived funds, achieving 97
percent progress. He added
that e-governance tools are
being used to remove 8,843
deceased beneficiaries from
payment lists, and door-to-
door verification by Angan-
wadi workers and village
accountants will be complet-
ed within 15 days.

The meeting also ad-

dressed concerns over rice
smuggling under the An-
nabhagya scheme. Commit-
tee members criticized mis-
use by affluent families with
BPL cards, urging authorities
to enforce transparency. They
recommended installing in-
formation boards at all fair
price shops to ensure ac-
countability and prevent ex-
ploitation.

In preparation for Interna-
tional Women’s Day, Sivanna
directed officials to celebrate
the event across Anganwadi
centers, inviting Grilahaksh-
mi beneficiaries and discuss-
ing the empowerment and
reach of women-focused
schemes.

The Shakti Yojana, which
has benefited over 550 crore
women, will also be celebrat-
ed at taluk bus stations with
participation from women
passengers and Guarantee
Committee members.

Additionally, unemployed
graduates under the Yu-
vanidhi scheme will receive
skill development training
alongside allowances to en-
hance employment opportu-
nities. Sivanna stressed the
need for wide publicity and
awareness campaigns at the
village level to ensure gov-
ernment schemes reach every
eligible beneficiary.

CHITRADURGA

Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary Dr. Rangaswamy has
urged banks to extend more
credit facilities to Self Help
Groups (SHGs) to support ru-
ral development and women’s
empowerment.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating a one-day dis-
trict-level bankers’ training
workshop organised by Na-
tional Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion—Sanjeevini, Karnataka
State Rural Livelihood Pro-
motion Organization, along
with the Zilla Panchayat and
District Performance Manage-
ment Unit at the Zilla Pancha-

SHGs are actively engaged in
livelihood activities across
rural areas and have shown
strong progress through col-
lective efforts. He noted that
nearly Rs 85 crore has been
allocated as Community Cap-
ital Fund to unions. By using
this fund as internal loans,
women members have im-

proved their social and eco-
nomic conditions.

Chief Planning Officer
Gayatri highlighted that
SHGs play a major role in
strengthening the rural econ-
omy. She appealed to banks to
recognise their work and pro-
vide greater financial support
and respect to their initiatives.

Project Director Jayalaksh-
mi requested banks to assist
SHG members in accessing
insurance schemes such as
PMIJJBI and PMSBY. She
also asked bank officials to
guide groups in securing loan
linkages and ensure timely
financial assistance for their
activities. District Programme
Manager B. Yogeswarappa
delivered the introductory ad-
dress and explained the objec-
tives of the workshop, focus-
ing on better coordination
between banks and SHGs.

Lead Bank Manager Ra-
ghavendra, National Resource
Person Dixit, NRLM district
and taluk staff, and managers
of various banks in the district
participated in the workshop.

yat Hall.
Dr. Rangaswamy said
L X X X
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Drug-Free campaign
empowers youth in Vijayapura

QUICK READ

Appllcatlons open for
sewage treatmentplant =~ - e
SUbSidy education on healthy living
) . . . . . o Rajiv Gandhi University of  strengthens the foundation for
Udupi Justice Veerappa directed filing a complaint against KSPCB’s Kirti Kumar, Health Sciences (RGUHS)  a drug-free India and Kamnata-

ka.
MLA Basanagouda Patil

The Udupi Tourism De-
partment has invited ap-

launched its “Drug-Free Cam-
pus & Organ Donation Cam-

citing delayed plant upgrades and severe water pollution in Udupi

plications for a subsidy paign” in Vijayapura on Fri-  Yatnal warned that addiction
program under the SCSF/ . . . . . day, urging students and citi-  drains youth energy and harms
TSP to support small During the visit, Justice Veerappa and his team also inspected zegs togco%nmit to a healthy, the nat}ilon. He ap%}r]eciated the
businesses. Scheduled * KSRTC bus stand at Bannanje: Checked food hygiene, addiction-free future. Speak-  campaign’s efforts in raising
Caste and Scheduled expiry dates of ready-to-eat products, kitchen cleanliness, ing at the event, Vice-Chan- awareness about substance
Tribe beneficiaries can re- waste disposal, and contractor employee management. cellor Dr. Bhagavan B.C. em-  abuse and organ donation,
ceive up to 70% of the phasized that drug addiction calling for students to avoid

» Udupi Taluk Office: Reviewed file management, registration
processes, pending applications, and uniform compliance.
He directed disposal of 1,500 pending Tatkal Podi and other
land applications within three months.

* Taluk Land Records Office and Sub-Registrar Offices:
Verified pending registrations, contract worker practices, and
document management.

cost, capped at %5 lakh, for
purchasing a mobile can-
teen vehicle after com-
pleting one-month skill
development training.
Seven candidates—four
from SC and three from
ST—will be selected. Ap-
plicants must be 20-55
years old and have passed
at least the 10th standard.
The last date to apply is
March 13. Forms and de-
tails are available at the
Assistant Director, Tourism
Department, Collector’s
Office Complex, Manipal,
Tel: 0820-2574868.

destroys lives, disrupts fami-
lies, and weakens society. He
said only a strong, collective
effort can ensure safe and se-
cure communities.

The campaign, part of
“Swastha Bharath Shresta
Bharath” and “Yuvashuddhi
Abiyan”, was jointly orga-
nized with district colleges, the
Dishabodh Foundation, and
the Narcotics Control Bureau.
Dr. Bhagavan noted that the
program has already reached
10 districts, with around
55,000 students and staff from
300 colleges participating in
rallies. “Our efforts will con-

tobacco and adopt healthy life-
styles. He encouraged citizens
to pledge organ donation, not-
ing one donor can save up to
eight lives. Sangamesh
Babaleshwar, President of the
Karnataka Bala Vikas Acade-
my, praised the initiative as a
model movement for youth.
He urged university leaders to
actively participate beyond of-
fices, supporting Dr. Bhaga-
van’s efforts to inspire young
people nationwide.

Other dignitaries present in-
cluded Dr. Gangadhar S. Sam-
banni, Dr. Shivanand Mastiho-
li, Laxman Nimbargi, Bhavana

UDUPI Control Board (KSPCB) for
negligence. He also noted that
the upgradation of the plant,
sanctioned by the Karnataka
Urban Infrastructure Develop-
ment and Finance Corpora-
tion (KUIDFC) at a cost of
Rs. 30 crore, has not yet com-
menced. The Deputy Lo-
kayukta warned that the inad-

equately treated water was

» District Hospital: Inspected medicine dispensing, laboratory,
blood donation center, records management, and adminis-
tration. He instructed regular checks and closure of inade-

quately managed hospital canteen.

Karnataka Deputy Lokayukta
Justice B. Veerappa visited
the Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) at Nittoor and ex-
pressed strong displeasure
over its poor maintenance,
operational deficiencies, and
environmental hazards. De-
spite monthly expenditures of

» Municipal Office: Reviewed property tax collection, vehicle
maintenance, biometric records, park management, and
encroachments.

died, and many suffer from
respiratory problems due to

chayat CEO Pratik Boyal,
Lokayukta Police Superinten-

— around Rs. 3 lakh, the plant  polluting aquatic life and po-  chemical contamination and  dent BP Dinesh Kumar, Dis- | tinue relentlessly until every R, and Yogi Devaraj, along-

. was found to discharge poorly  tentially harming human foul odors. Justice Veerappa trict Additional Superinten- ;| campus is completely drug- side college management,

Foundation stoneto treated black water into the  health via seafood consump- instructed authorities to sys-  dent of Police Sudhakar Naik, : free,” he said. principals, and University Sen-
laid for UdupiC t Arabian Sea, emit foul odors, tion. He further stated that, tematically clean the river- among others. The walkathon began at Shri  ate and Syndicate members.

aidror udupi Larpe and fail to function according among STPs in 18 districts banks and ensure proper Justice Veerappa empha- | Siddeshwara Temple and end- The campaign marks the

pmie(t to its six-stage purification inspected, Udupi’s condition = maintenance of the plant, sized that systematic mainte- : ed at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 11th milestone in Vijayapura,

system. was the worst. warning that failure to act nance, accountability, and | Ground, drawing about 6,000  also known as the “land of five

Udupi Justice Veerappa instructed Residents of the Indrani  could lead to legal action. regular monitoring are essen- : students along with staff and  rivers,” reflecting a growing

The Udupi District Adminis- officials to register a com- River area near Malpe ex- Officials present included  tial to prevent environmental | citizens. Dr. Bhagavan urged  commitment to safe, healthy,

tration and Youth Empow- plaint against Kirti Kumar of  pressed that well water has  Deputy Commissioner Inqui- hazards and ensure public i schools and colleges to adopt  and drug-free educational in-
erment Department will lay the Karnataka State Pollution become unsafe, fish have ry Arvind N.V,, District Pan-  welfare. structured awareness pro-  stitutions across Karnataka.

the foundation stone for

the Udupi Carpet Project on
March 4. The initiative aims
to support women, chil-

Couple Killed in head-on crash near Hunsur Differently-Abled

dren, senior citizens, and empowered
differently-abled individu- HUNSUR the scene soon after the
alsin the district. The pro- crash. through three-
gram will be chaired by A couple from Biranahalli vil- Nanjundasoma Char
Gurme Suresh Shetty and lage lost their lives in a tragic worked as a centering mason Wheeler
attended by LakshmiR. road accident on Thursday in Mysuru and is survived by . . .
Hebbalkar along with local morning near Kaggare and a son and a daughter. Follow- A dlStrlbutlon
representatives, community Narayanpur. ing a complaint filed by their ) ' '
organizers, and district ad- Nanjundasoma Char, 51, hit them head-on. son Ravikumar, town police ECO Club Outlng promotes MANDYA

ministration officials. The
project focuses on empow-

and his wife Netravati, 48,
were travelling on a Bajaj

The impact threw the cou-
ple off the bike, leaving them

registered a case. Inspector

Shivaprakash visited the spot, District Commissioner Dr.

environmental awareness in Hunsur

erment and development Discovery bike to attend a  critically injured. They were  conducted an inspection, and Kumar emphasized that peo-
programs, providing re- relative’s funeral near Ra- rushed by ambulance to the completed post-mortem for- | HUNSUR real-life surroundings. ple with special needs should
sources and support for manathapura in Arakalagudu  taluk public hospital, but malities before handing over S.D.M.C. President Shubha | be recognized and integrated

vulnerable sections of soci- taluk when a car coming doctors declared them dead the bodies to the grieving : Environmental awareness is  A.S. said the school actively | into society.
ety in Udupi. from the opposite direction  on arrival. The car driver fled  family members present. the need of the hour, said Se-  encourages co-curricular ac- A three-wheeler distribution

nior Head Teacher Suresh
H.S. during an educational
outing organized by the Eco
Club of the City Government
Senior Primary Boys School
in Hunsur. He stressed that in
today’s modern world, chil-
dren must understand the en-
vironment both inside their
homes and in the outside
world from an early age.
Addressing students and
parents, Suresh H.S. ex-
plained that classroom learn-
ing alone is not enough. Real
knowledge, he said, comes
when children observe and
experience nature directly.
Teacher and writer Dr. Mad-
uprasad also shared his views,
noting that education be-
comes meaningful when stu-
dents connect lessons with

tivities to support overall de-
velopment. She added that a
strong bond between parents
and teachers plays a key role
in providing quality education.
Vice President Mohammad
Rafiq expressed pride over the
large participation of students
in the outing, calling it a re-
cord of sorts for the school.

Several teachers, including
Narasimha, Jayarame Gowda,
Dr. Chaluvraj, Somasunder,
Krishnamurthy, Shobha, Shil-
pa, Kazima, Pushpa, Radha,
Pallavi, Nirmala, Manjula,
Venkatesh, Shivaram, Be-
lathur Venkatesh, Santhosh
Kumar, Ananda, Rajegowda
and Pushpanjali Cheluva,
along with parents, were pres-
ent. A photograph of the event
was also shared.

program for differently-abled
beneficiaries was organized at
the District Collector’s office
with support from corporate
and private funds. The initia-
tive aims to help recipients
become self-reliant and inde-
pendent.

Commissioner Kumar high-
lighted the need to provide
educational and job opportu-
nities based on qualifications
and promote social programs
alongside government initia-
tives. Ramakrishna, a spe-
cial-abled beneficiary, re-
ceived a three-wheeler.

_ NAME CHANGE

|, SHAIKH GHAOSIYA JAFAR
HUSAIN, W/o Jaffar Nadir Baig,
Resident of No.1, Survey no 3, 1st
cross Bhuvaneshwari Layout Opposite

Srujan Sarovar School marks 12 glorious years

HUNASURU the basic needs of the school
as much as possible.

Special guest Sa Re Ga Ma
Pa fame singer Sachin
Prakash praised the school’s
efforts in promoting all-round
development of children. He
encouraged talented students
to participate in the ongoing
Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Junior audi-
tions and make use of the op-
portunity.

Speaking on the occasion,
Surendra of Penjahalli high-
lighted that for the past 12
years, the school has focused
on both academic and co-cur-
ricular activities. He said this

The 12th anniversary celebra-
tion of Srujan Sarovar School
was held with enthusiasm at
Nallur Pala in Hunasuru ta-
luk. The event brought togeth-
er students, parents, teachers
and guests to celebrate the
institution’s journey in pro-
viding quality education.
Young entrepreneur Nadap-
panahalli Raju attended as the
chief guest and was honored
by the school committee with
a memento. Accepting the
honor, Raju assured that he
would extend support to meet

%
L

education, health and social
service initiatives. Branch
President Ani KG, teachers
Abhilasha, Shweta, Chikkade-
vamma, Keshit, Preeti Rani,
Vijayalakshmi and Pushpa,
along with non-teaching staff
and parents, were present.

balanced approach has helped
students build confidence to
face today’s competitive
world and requested contin-
ued support from parents.
Santosh Kumar, Secretary
of Akshaya Irrigation Society,
said his organization supports

Row over Urdu
pamphlet sparks protest

HUNSUR

Tension rose in Hunsur after local leaders object-
ed to the use of Urdu pamphlets in a recent gov-
ernment program. Members of the Karave organi-
zation submitted a complaint letter to the Karna-
taka government and shared copies of the pam-
phlet along with photographs as proof.

District President Purushottam said the group
also filed a petition and addressed the media, ex-
pressing concern over what they called a growing
neglect of Kannada in official matters. According
to them, Kannada is the constitutional administra-
tive language of the state and must be given top
priority in all government activities.

Speakers at the gathering said Karnataka’s land,
history, culture, and literature have developed
through Kannada. They clarified that they are not
against any language or community. However,
they believe that using another language in official
pamphlets for political reasons could hurt the
self-respect of Kannadigas.

“Everyone who lives in Karnataka should re-
spect Kannada, learn it, and use it. The govern-
ment must set an example,” leaders stated. They
added that any attempt to weaken the role of Kan-
nada in administration would not be acceptable.

The group urged politicians to correct what they
called a mistake and avoid repeating it in the fu-
ture. They emphasized the need for linguistic har-
mony while ensuring that Kannada’s importance
is not reduced.

Leaders warned that if such incidents continue,
protests may follow. They demanded that Kanna-
da be made mandatory in government programs
and official communication across the state.

Several members, including Balarama, Ramesh,
Sanaullah, and Munawar Pasha, were present
during the submission of the appeal and press in-
teraction.

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd Addl. CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC, AT DODDABALLAPURA
Cri. Misc.No: 1215 /2025

Sri. V.. Anjinappa, S/o Late. Venkatappa, Aged about
62 years, Rlat Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
..Petitioner.
AND; The Tahasildar, Doddaballapura Taluk,

Doddaballapura. ... Respondent
PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to the general public, that the
above named petitioner by name V. Anjinappa has
filed this petition to obtain the death certificate
of his mother by name Late.Gangamma W/o Late.
Venkatappa who was died on 04-05-2013 at
Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali, Doddaballapura, if
anybody who have any objection to the above petition
or having any rights, claims are hereby informed to
take notice of this petition and hereby directed to
appear before this Court in person or through person
or by their Advocate on 01.04.2026 at 11:00 am. if
failed to appear the above petition will be heard and
will be placed ex- parte.
Issued as per the order and seal of this Hon'ble Court,
on this day of 27.02.2026
By Order of the Court
Chief Minister Officer, 2nd AddI. Civil Judge &
JMFC Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner
Narayana Kumar, Advocate
No. 12, PL.D.Bank Complex, Doddaballapura,
Bengaluru Rural District

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA
C. MISC. No. 107/2026
LAKSHMIDEVI Wjo Late Sannamallanna,
Age ahout 38 Years, Rjat 3026, Ward No.
25, Kumbarpete, Doddaballapura and others

PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.
RESPONDENT
PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE
Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seeklng a direction
to the Commi CM a to
register the death of the Mother of Petitioner
i.e, the deceased LATE MUTYALAMMA W/0
LATE SANNAMALLAPPA, who was died on
29 12-2005, at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete,
ddaballapura Town, Bangalore Rural District.
lJn the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief M|n|steral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd Addl. CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC, AT DODDABALLAPURA

Cri. Misc.No: 1216 /2025
Sri. V. Anjinappa, S/o Late. Venkatappa, Aged about
62 years, Riat Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
..Petitioner.
AND; The Tahasildar, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Doddaballapura. ... Respondent

It is hereby informed to the general public, that the
above named petitioner by name V. Anjinappa has
filed this petition to obtain the death certificate
of his grand mother by name Late.Thimmakka W/o
Late. Muniangaiah who was died on 22-12-1980 at
Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali, Doddaballapura, if
anybody who have any objection to the above petition
or having any rights, claims are hereby informed to
take notice of this petition and hereby directed to
appear before this Court in person or through person
or by their Advocate on 01.04.2026 at 11:00 am. if
failed to appear the above petition will be heard and
will be placed ex- parte.
Issued as per the order and seal of this Hon'ble Court,
on this day of 27.02.2026
By Order of the Court
Chief Minister Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil Judge &
JMFC Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner
Narayana Kumar, Advocate
No. 12, PL.D.Bank Complex, Doddaballapura,

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd Addl. CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC, AT DODDABALLAPURA

Cri. Misc.No: 1217 2025
Sri. V. Anjinappa, S/o Late. Venkatappa, Aged about
62 years, Rlat Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
..Petitioner.
AND; The Tahasildar, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Doddaballapura. .. Respondent

It is hereby informed to the general public, that the
above named petitioner by name V. Anjinappa has
filed this petition to obtain the death certificate
of his Sister by name Late.Lakshmamma W/o
Late. Subramani who was died on 12-12-1967 at
Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali, Doddaballapura, if
anybody who have any objection to the above petition
or having any rights, claims are hereby informed to
take notice of this petition and hereby directed to
appear before this Court in person or through person
or by their Advocate on 01.04.2026 at 11:00 am. if
failed to appear the above petition will be heard and
will be placed ex- parte.
Issued as per the order and seal of this Hon'ble Court,
on this day of 27.02.2026
By Order of the Court
Chief Mmlster Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil Judge &
JMFC Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner
Narayana Kumar, Advocate
No. 12, PL.D.Bank Complex, Doddaballapura,
B Rural District

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd Addl. CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC, AT DODDABALLAPURA
Cri. MiseNo: 1218 [2025

Sri. V. Anjinappa, S/o Late. Venkatappa, Aged about
62 years, Rlat Vabasandra Village, Sasalu Hobali
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
...Petitioner.

AND; The Tahasildar, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Doddaballapura. ... Respondent

It is hereby informed to the general public, that the
above named petitioner by name V. Anjinappa has
filed this petition to obtain the death certificate of
his grand father by name Late.Munigangaiah S/o Late.
Balappa who was died on 03.10.1975 at Vabasandra
Village, Sasalu Hobali, Doddaballapura, if anybody
who have any objection to the above petition or
having any rights, claims are hereby informed to take
notice of this petition and hereby directed to appear
before this Court in person or through person or by
their Advocate on 01.04.2026 at 11:00 am. if failed
to appear the above petition will be heard and will be
placed ex- parte.
Issued as per the order and seal of this Hon'ble Court,
on this day of 27.02.2026
By Order of the Court
Chief Minister Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil Judge &
JMFC Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner
Narayana Kumar, Advocate
Nu 12, PL.D.Bank Complex, Doddaballapura,
luru Rural District

Advocate for p : K.N. Vijaykumar

Bengaluru Rural District

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA

C. MISC. No. 102/2026
Muthyalakka S/o Gangappa Age about 55
Years, Rlat 22, Ward No. 25, Kumbarpete,
Doddaballapura and others  PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.

RESPONDENT
PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seeking a direction
to the Commi CMC Doddaball; to
register the death of the Mother of Petitioner
i.e., the deceased LATE GANGAMMA W/0 LATE
GANGAPPA who was died on 16-05-2010,
at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete, Doddaballapura
Town, Bangalore Rural District.

On the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner: K.N. Vijaykumar

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA

C. MISC. No. 108/2026
Muthyalakka Sjo Gangappa Age about 55
Years, Rjat 22, Ward No. 25, Kumbarpete,
Doddaballapura and others  PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.

RESPONDENT
PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seekmg a direction
to the C CMC Di llapura to
register the death of the Brother of Petitioner
i.e., the deceased LATE DEVARAJU S/O LATE
GANGAPPA, who was died on 17-10-2016,
at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete, Doddaballapura
Town, Bangalore Rural District.

On the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear hefore the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner: K.N. Vijaykumar

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA

C. MISC. No. 109/2026
Muthyalakka Sjo Gangappa Age about 55
Years, Rfat 22, Ward No. 25, Kumbarpete,
Doddaballapura and others  PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.

RESPONDENT
PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seeking a direction
to the Commissioner, CMC Doddaballapura to
register the death of the Husband of Petitioner
i.e., the deceased LATE NARASIMHA S/0 LATE
MUTHYALAPPA, who was died on 26-06-1983,
at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete, Doddaballapura
Town, Bangalore Rural District.

On the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner: K.N. Vijaykumar

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA
. MISC. No. 110/202
Muthyalakka S/o Gangappa Age about 55
Years, Rfat 22, Ward No. 25, Kumbarpete,
Doddaballapura and others PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.

RESPONDENT

PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seeklng a direction
to the Commi CMC D to
register the death of the Father of Petitioner
i.e., the deceased LATE GANGAPPA S/0 LATE
PAKIRAPPA, who was died on 02-03-2007,
at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete, Doddaballapura
Town, Bangalore Rural District.
On the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner: K.N. Vijaykumar

IN THE COURT OF THE 2nd ADDITIONAL
CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC, AT
DODDABALLAPURA
C. MISC. No. 103/2026
Peddakka W/o Late Marappa, Age about 59
Years, Rlat 22, Ward No. 25, Kumbarpete,
Doddaballapura and others  PETITIONERS
THE COMMISSIONER,CMC Doddaballapura.

RESPONDENT
PAPER PUBLICATION DRAFT PUBLIC
NOTICE

Whereas, the petitioners named above have
filed the above Petition for seeklng a dlrectmn
to the C CMC D to
register the death of the Husbund of Petitioner
i.e., the deceased LATE MARAPPA S/0 LATE
THIMMAPPA, who was died on 23-10-2017,
at Ward No-25, Kumbarapete, Doddaballapura
Town, Bangalore Rural District.

On the above petition is posted on 01.04.2026 at
11.00 A.M. for appearance of interested parties
shall appear before the Court on the above said
date and time in personally/ their Advocates and
file their objections filing which the matter will
be disposed of ex-parte.

Given under my hand and seal of the Hon'ble Court
on the 27th day of FEB. 2026, at Doddaballapura.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer, 2nd Addl. Civil
Judge & JMFC Doddaballapura

Advocate for petitioner: K.N. Vijaykumar

(CH
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Medwell Hospital naganathpura
Bengaluru -560100 have changed
my name to GHAOSIYA BAIG, Vide
Affidavit Dated: 27.02.2026 before
notary A.C.Subbu Swamy Bengaluru.

|, Shivakumar N S/o Narayanaswamy
@ Narayanaswamy L M Aged
about 40 vyears, R/at Lakkahalli
Village, Kasaba Hobli, Sidlaghatta
taluk, Chikkaballapur district. 1 am
updating my Father's name from
Narayanaswamyto Narayanaswamy
L M for all the purpose and both refer
to the same person. Sworn before K
H Venkatappa, Advocate & Notary,
Chickballapura Vide affidavit Dated:
26/02/2026.

I, SUNITA J W/o JAIRAJ B,
R/o H.No.1-4-160/283,
Ashapur Road Cross,

Datar Colony, Raichur,
Karnataka-584101,
changed my name and

have

shall hereafter be known
as AKKANAGAMMA.

I, MANISHA PRAKASH W/o
LATE VED PRAKASH, R/o D
603, Purva Westend, Kudlu
Gate, Opp Metro Station,

Garvebhavi Palya,
Bommanahalli, Anekal,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-

560068, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as MANISHA BHATT.
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Rohit Pawar
Demands FIR In Ajit
Pawar Crash Case

Fresh political tensions rose in Maharashtra over
probe into Ajit Pawar’s fatal plane crash

MUMBAI

Rohit Pawar has stepped up his de-
mand for a high-level criminal investi-
gation into the plane crash that killed
former Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar. He met Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and Raj Thackeray on
Friday, alleging a conspiracy and seek-
ing an FIR against the aviation compa-
ny involved.

The Learjet 45 carrying Ajit Pawar
crashed on January 28 during a second
landing attempt in Baramati. While the
CBI and CID are probing the case, Ro-
hit Pawar claimed police were block-
ing efforts to register a criminal com-
plaint. He said he handed research
papers and technical documents to the
Chief Minister and urged him to raise
the issue with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. Rohit Pawar said people

want transparency and not a superficial
report. He added that a detailed press
conference will be held on Monday to
reveal more facts.

Rohit Pawar also demanded a me-
morial at the ‘Devagiri’ bungalow, and
that the Pune Ring Road and Baramati
Airport be named after Ajit Pawar.

He sought permanent government
employment for the widow of security
guard Sudeep Jadhav, who also died in
the crash.

Explaining legal hurdles, he said he
tried to file a Zero FIR in Mumbai be-
fore approaching Baramati and the
CID. After meeting him, Raj Thacker-
ay questioned why police refused the
FIR and asked if the government
feared a proper probe.

The state government said the CID
is examining all angles and will act af-
ter the final report.

Supreme Court Rejects
Bengal’s Fresh Objection

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday refused to
consider West Bengal government’s ob-
jection to a training module issued for
judicial officers involved in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in the state.

A bench led by Chief Justice Surya
Kant said the court trusted its judicial
officers and they would not be influ-
enced by any outside instructions. The
remarks came after senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal, appearing for the state, argued
that the Election Commission had issued
directions to judicial officers despite the
court’s earlier order that all procedures
would be decided by the Calcutta High
Court Chief Justice and a committee.

Sibal told the bench that the training
module guided officers on what docu-
ments to accept or reject, claiming it
went against the spirit of the court’s di-
rections. In response, the Chief Justice
said the deployed officers were capable
of taking independent decisions. “Our
orders are clear. We know our judicial
officers,” the bench observed, adding
that neither the poll panel nor the state
government should go beyond carlier
rulings.

The court also expressed concern over
the continuing dispute between the West
Bengal government and the Election

Top court says its judicial
officers will not be influenced
and refuses to entertain West

Bengal’s concerns over
Election Commission’s
training module for electoral
roll revision work

Commission. On February 20, it passed
what it called an “extraordinary” order
directing the deployment of serving and
retired district judges to assist in the SIR
process.

Later, on February 24, the court al-
lowed the use of civil judges in West
Bengal along with 250 district judges. It
also permitted judicial officers from
Jharkhand and Odisha to help handle
around 80 lakh claims and objections
related to possible deletions from the
voter list.

8 African Cheetahs To Reach Kuno

SHEOPUR am and 10 am.

Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav and Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav will release the ani-
mals into special enclo-
sures prepared at the park.
The cheetahs will remain
in quarantine for about a
month before being shifted
to the wild.

This will be the third
batch of cheetahs brought
from Africa, after earlier
arrivals from Namibia and
South Africa. With this
group, the total number of
cheetahs in India will rise
to 46.

Eight more cheetahs from
Africa will arrive at Kuno
National Park in Madhya
Pradesh on Saturday morn-
ing under India’s cheetah
revival programme, offi-
cials said.

The batch from Botswa-
na includes six females
and two males.

They will be flown to
Gwalior in an Indian Air
Force aircraft late Friday
night. From there, two IAF
helicopters will carry them
to Kuno, where they are

Government of Karnataka
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL DEVELOPMENT PANCHAYAT RAJ
ENGINEERING PROJECT DIVISION, KALABURAGI

expected to land between 9
Government of Karnataka

% Executive Engineer
Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Belagavi
3.%0.:B0TeY0/ 3/ LW-1/830TF—67/2025-26/7522  QFe03: 27.02.2026

Tender Invited (E- Procurement)

Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering
Division, Belagavi invites short term tenders through
E-Procurement from eligible and registered agencies for
providing Manpower Services to division office and sub-division
offices under this division for the year 2026-27 The estimated
contract amount is approximately Rs.52.82 Lakhs Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD): Rs.1,05,651.82 Tender documents can
be downloaded from the e-procurement portal. The date of Pre-
Bid Meeting: 04-03-2026 at 11:30 AM, the last date for
submission of tender bid is on 07-03-2026 17:28 PM. Opening
of technical bid is on 09-02-2026 11-00 AM and Expected
Financial bid will be opened on 10-03-2026 11:30 AM. For any
other information/ clarifications please contact the below signed
office, and also search internet for kppp-Portal website
http://kppp-proc.karnataka.gov.in

No: EE/RDPRE/PD/KLB/KKRDB/TS/TND/2025-26/933

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through E-Procurement Two Cover System)
1) Name of Work & Amount put to tender : 1. KRRDA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT

Date: 26.02.2026

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer (Shanthinagara),
. 9th Floor, Nethaji Subhash Chandra Bose Building

(PUB), MG Road, Bengaluru-560001.

309/Call-2 - APT-Rs.1,04,65,796.21, 2.KRRDA/2025-26/RD/WORK_INDENT310/Call-2
APT-RS.1,04,40,348.79, 2) Head of account : 2025-26 KKRDB, 3) Class of Contractor :
Class-Ill & above, 4) Issue of Blank Tender Documents : 26.02.2026 to 07.03.2026 upto
4.00 pm, 5) Tender From Fee : As per KPPP Norms, 6) E.M.D. Fee : As Mentioned in
KPPP Portal, 7) Receipt of completed tender documents : 26.02.2026 to 07.03.2026
upto 4.00 pm, 8) Technical Bid opening Date: 09.03.2026 after 4.01 pm. 9) Financial Bid
opening Date: 11.03.2026 after 11.00 pm. 10) For more details contact : Office of the
Executive Engineer, RDPRE Project Division, Rajapur road, Kalaburagi, 11) website

Ex-MP Kavitha
Cleared In
Delhi Excise
Case

HYDERABAD

Former MP K Kavitha
celebrated on Friday
after a court cleared
her name in the Delhi
excise policy case,
calling it politically
motivated.

Kavitha posted “Sa-
tyameva Jayate” on
social media, stating
the case was “foisted”
against her as part of a
political vendetta. She
told reporters that the
judiciary had cut
through the “web of
lies” and upheld her
faith in the justice sys-
tem. “T have 100 times
said that we have noth-
ing to do with this
case. This was politi-
cally motivated, target-
ing Opposition parties,
and I am grateful to the
judiciary for proving
the truth,” she said.
Kavitha also highlight-
ed the personal toll the
case had taken. “Not
only me, KCR garu
himself has said this is
a vendetta on BRS and
reflected on me. Who
will account for the
time I lost with my
kids and family?” she
asked.

The ex-MP was ar-
rested in March 2024
in connection with cor-
ruption and money
laundering allegations
linked to the alleged
Delhi excise policy
scam. She was granted
bail by the Supreme
Court of India and
walked out of Tihar
Jail in Delhi on August
29, 2024. Supporters
and party leaders wel-
comed the court’s or-
der, emphasizing that
the judiciary’s decision
had vindicated Kavitha
and reaffirmed the
principle of justice pre-
vailing over political
targeting. Kavitha ex-
pressed gratitude to
everyone who stood by
her during the difficult
period and said that the
verdict was a victory
for truth.

NO: EE (SN)ITEND/22/2025-26 Date: 26.02.2026
INVITATION FOR TENDER

(Two Cover System)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Executive Engineer (Shanthinagara Division), Zone-1,
BCCC, Bengaluru on behalf of the Commissioner, BCCC invites
tenders from eligible Contractors firm registered in Bengaluru
Central City Corporation or equivalent registration with Labour
Department or any State Government Organizations.

Sl
No.

Description

Collection of Parking fee in Nethaji Subhash Chandra Bose
Building(Public Utility Building), M.G. Road, Bengaluru.
Minimum Reserve Annual License fee : Rs. 34,60,000.00,
EMD :Rs. 69,200.00.

Calendar of Events : (1) Tenders must be submitted online
through KPP portal on or before 16.00 hours on 26.03.2026.
(2) Pre Bid Meeting will be held on 06.03.2026 at 15.00 Hrs noon
in the office of the Executive Engineer (Shanthinagara Division),
Bengaluru Central City Corporation, 9th floor, Public Utility
Building, Bengaluru. (3) Technical Bids will be opened on the
website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in in the office of the
Executive Engineer (Shanthinagar Division), BCCC, Bengaluru
on27-03-2026 at 16.30 hrs.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, (Shanthinagara Division), BCCC

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF POLICE WIRELESS

No.1, M. G. Road, Bengaluru-560001.

Phone: +91-80-22942324, Email: spwireless@ksp.gov.in
Tender No: KSP/2025-26/IND0552/Call-2 Date : 27.02.2026
Tender Notification (Through e-procurment Portal)
Superintendent of Police Wireless, Bengaluru invited Re-tender for supply of
Desktop Computers, 75" LED TV with Movable stand and Video Conference
setup with controller, Wired Headphone for Cyber Crime Helpline-1930
through e-procurement portal. Estimated bid value: Rs. 18.10 Lakhs. Last
date for submission of Pre-bid queries on 03/03/2026 at 11.30 am. The Last
date and time for tender submission 06/03/2026 at 5 pm. Further details can
be obtained by visiting e-procurement portal https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

For more information, please contact the above office.

Sd/- Superintendent of Police,
Wireless, Bengaluru.

DIPR/CP/5920/SSC/2025-26

Government of Karnataka Zilla Panchayat
Office of The Executive Engineer,

Panchayat Raj Engineering Division, Chikkamagaluru
Phone No.: 08262-220936 e-mail: zpedckm@rediffmail.com
Tender Notice No.: 42/2025-26/3358 Date: 24.02.2026
Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering Division,
Chikkamagaluru invites Tenders through K.P.P.P. related
to works of Koppa, Kalasa and Sringeri Taluks in
Chikkamagaluru District. Max. Approx. Amount put to
Tender is Rs. 74.80 lakhs and Min. Approx. amount is
Rs. 12.70 lakhs. Details of capability to undertake or of
having implemented the works should be attached as
per Standard Tender Document KW — 1, 2 & 3. For the
said works the documents downloaded from K.P.P.P. can
be filled and uploaded from 24.02.2026 to 10.03.2026
up to 5.30 PM. Technical Bid will be opened on 12.03.2026
at 5.05 PM. If possible the Financial Bid will be opened
on 18.03.2026 at 11.05 AM. If this day is declared as
holiday then the next day will be considered. Notice
can be read on www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in Further
details can be obtained by contacting the case worker
during office hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj Engineering
Division, Chikkamagaluru.

address : www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1127/Deshpande Publicity/2025-26

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
RDPRE Project Division, Kalaburagi

CHIKKAMAGALURU INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, CHIKKAMAGALURU
(Autonomous Medical Institution, Government of Karnataka)
Teguru, Chikkamagaluru-577133.
Ph: 08262-295347 E-Mail: directorcims2020@gmail.com
Website: https://cimschikkamagaluru.karnataka.gov.in
No: CIMS/APPO/NON TEACHING/05/2025-26
NOTIFICATION FOR NON TEACHING STAFF RECRUITMENT AT CHIKKAMAGALURU

Applications are invited for recruitment of the following contractual staff on consolidated
pay at Chikkamagaluru Institute of Medical Sciences Chikkamagaluru.

Date: 25-02-2026

SI.No | Name of the post No. of posts called Nature of

1 Medical Record Technician 01 The initial period of appointment is
2 Audio- Visual Technician 01 for 06 month and shall be
3 Dental Technician 01 Extendable every 6 months with
4 OT Technician 05 one day break based on perfor
5 Ventilator Technician 01 mance report submitted by the
6 Oxygen Technician 01 head of the concerned department

Total 10

karnataka.gov.in

APPLICATION FEES ARE NON REFUNDABLE

DIPR/ckm//ksmca/25-26/178/1917

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 1. The terms and conditions of staff to be employed in CIMS,
Chikkamagaluru will be as per guidelines of implementation of rules and regulation by
Department of Medical Education, Government of Karnataka.2. Qualification & Pay: As per
notification and guidelines by Department of Medical Education, Government of Karnataka.
3. The appointment shall be on contract basis on monthly consolidated remuneration.
4. Appointments shall be bound by CIMS Chikkamagaluru, Bye-laws and C & R rules, and
KCSR Rules wherever applicable. 5. Candidates working in Government sector/ Government
Autonomous Medical colleges must produce "No Objection Certificate" from Head of the
institute/Competent Authority in which the candidate is presently working. 6. Candidates
shall send their duly filled application forms & other relevant attachments duly self- attested
by REGISTRED POST ONLY to the DEAN AND DIRECTOR, CHIKKAMAGALURU INSTITUTE OF
MEDICAL SCIENCES, TEGURU VILLAGE, CHIKKAMAGALURU-577 133 7. Candidate should
mention on the top of application envelop "Name of the post applied: - 8. Last date of
receipt of application to the official address is before 5.00 PM on 10-03-2026. 9. In person
submission of application shall not be entertained. 10. The Candidates should submit
application form along with D.D in favor of "The Director, Chikkamagaluru Institute of
Medical Sciences" Payable at Chikkamagaluru. 11. No TA DA will be paid to the Candidates.

12. For more details on application forms, visit our website: https://cimschikkamagaluru.

Note: If any candidate wishes to apply for more than one post, he/she shall fill application
forms for desired posts separately and shall attach Demand Draft for each post separately.

Sd/- Dean & Director, CIMS. Chikkamagaluru

——
.

KARNATAKA NEERAVARI NIGAM LIMITED
(AGOVT OF KARNATAKA ENTERPRISE)

Office of Executive Engineer, KNNL, Bhima Lift Irrigation Scheme,
Division, Afzalpur- 585301, Email: eeblis@rediffmail.com

No:EE/ KNNL/BLIS/AFZ/TS-1/2025-26/1113

mentioned works from eligible contractors,

PERCENTAGE SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(ONLY THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT)
On behalf of Managing Director, KNNL, Bengaluru, the Executive Engineer, KNNL,
Bhima Lift Irrigation Scheme, Division, Afzalpur invites percentage Tenders for the below

Date: 19/02/2026

DIPR/CKM/KSMCA/25-26/174/1912

1) Name of work : Name of works (Total 2 Works) will be as per e-portal as per the Indent
Numbers:- (4072, 4051), 2) Approximate amount put to tender (Rs. Lakhs): From
Rs. 211.74 Lakhs to Rs. 211.86 Lakhs. (as per e-portal), 3) EMD (Rs.): Rs. 2,12,000/-
(as per e-portal), 4) Tender Processing Fee (Non refundable): As per E-procurement,
5) Eligible contractor: KPWD class-1 or Above registration. (as per e-portal), 6) Stipulated
period of Work.: 6 Months (as per e-portal )

The dates fixed for submission of tenders through e-procurement is from 26.02.2026
upto 06.03.2026 4.00 PM .Technical Bid will be opened on 07.03.2026, at 4.15 PM. and
Financial Bid will be opened on 10.03.2026, at 11:00 AM for further information, the
undersigned may be contacted during office hours, and e-portal website:

www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in Sd/- Executive Engineer,

DIPR/Kalaburagi/1131/KSMC&A/2025-26 KNNL, BhimaLlS Division, Afzalpur-585301

Sd/- Executive Engineer,

DIPR/Belgaur/1968/ P.R.E. DivisonBelagavi

Deshpandepublicity/2025-26

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Fotedits Office of the Executive Engineer,
'm C.V. Ramannagara Division, 8th Cross, 12th ‘A’ Main Road,
e HAL 2nd Stage, Indiranagara, Bengaluru - 560038.

No: EE/CVR/KPPP/09/2025-26 Date: 21-02-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the Executive

Engineer, C.V. Ramannagara Division, BCCC, Bengaluru for

the works mentioned below from the registered Contractors

of BCCC or equivalent Registration with CPWD / KPWD /

Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations.
(Standard Tender Document - KW-02)

Name of the Work / Category

Sl.
No.

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 108, Cox Town for the year 2025-26.
(CAT-lI(A)) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 108, Cox Town for the
2 | year 2025-26. (SC) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs):
20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 25,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 109, Benniganahalli for the year 2025-26.
(CAT-lI(A)) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 109, Benniganahalli for
4 | the year 2025-26. (SC) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in
Lakhs): 20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 25,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 110, C.V. Raman Nagara for the year 2025-26.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 110, C.V. Raman Nagara
6 | for the year 2025-26. (Others) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. inLakhs):20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 50,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 111, Kaggadasapura for the year 2025-26.
(CAT-l) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 111, Kaggadasapura
8 |for the year 2025-26. (Others) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs):20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 50,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 112, New Thippasandra for the year 2025-26.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 112, New Thippasandra
for the year 2025-26. (SC) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in
Lakhs): 20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 25,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 113, Hoysalanagara for the year 2025-26.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 113, Hoysalanagara for
the year 2025-26. (Others) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. inLakhs): 20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 50,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 114, Jeevanbhimanagara for the year 2025-26.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 114, Jeevanbhimanagara
for the year 2025-26. (Others) - Estimated Amount
(Rs. in Lakhs): 20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 50,000/-

Annual Maintenance of Ward and Desilting of Drains in
Ward No. 115, Konena Agrahara for the year 2025-26.
(Others) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 30.00,
EMD (in Rs.): 60,000/-

Filling of Pot Holes in Ward No. 115, Konena Agrahara
for the year 2025-26. (ST) - Estimated Amount (Rs. in
Lakhs): 20.00, EMD (in Rs.): 25,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Document can be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 2) Date of Pre Bid Meeting
will be held on 06-03-2026 at 15.30 Hours in the Office of
the Executive Engineer (C.V. Raman Nagara Division).
3) Last Date for Uploading the Filled Proposals: 10-03-2026
upto 16.00 Hours. 4) Date of Opening of Technical Proposals:
11-03-2026 at 16.30 Hours. 5) Date of Opening of Financial
Proposals: After Approval of Technical Proposals through
KPP Portal. Further details can be had from the above office.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
C.V. Ramannagara Division, BCCC.
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Teen Delivers
Baby During Board
Exam

DHAR
A17-year-old student
gave birth to a prema-
ture baby in a school
washroom during her
Class 10 board exam in

Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district. The incident
took place on Tuesday at
a private school in Pith-
ampura during the
maths paper. Additional
Superintendent of Police
Parul Belapurkar said
the girl complained of
severe stomach pain be-
fore going to the wash-
room. She and the new-
born were taken to a
government health cen-
tre and are reported to
be stable.

Bomb Threat
Emails Spark School
Searches

CHANDIGARH
Two private schools in
Chandigarh received
bomb threat emails on
Friday, leading to major
security checks. Fire bri-
gade teams, bomb dis-
posal squads, dog
squads and an ambu-
lance were sent to the
campuses. Police carried
out detailed searches,
but no suspicious items
were found. Officials said
similar threat emails
were recently reported in
Amritsar, Jalandhar, Pa-
tiala and parts of Harya-
na, and were later de-
clared hoaxes. An investi-
gation is underway to
trace the sender.

Five Hospitalised
After Suspected Gas
Leak

INDORE
Five people were admit-
ted to hospitals after a
suspected gas leak
from a cylinder in Indore
on Thursday night. The
incident took place in
the Raoji Bazaar area
when a scrap dealer al-
legedly tried to cut open
a cylinder. Soon after,
nearby residents com-
plained of breathing
problems, causing pan-
ic. Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Disesh Aggarwal said
the leak was later con-
trolled. Health officials
confirmed that all five
patients are stable and
under observation.

'Prime Minister Modi To Visit
Tamil Nadu Puducherry

PM Narendra Modi will visit Tamil Nadu and Puducherry on 1st March 2026

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to visit
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
on 1st March 2026.

After his recent tours of
Rajasthan and Gujarat, he
will arrive in Chennai on the
night of 28th February at
around 9 PM.

On 1st March, he will
reach Puducherry by 11:45
AM to inaugurate, dedicate
to the nation, and lay the
foundation stone of develop-
ment projects worth over Rs.
2,700 crore.

These projects include in-
frastructure, urban services,
industrial growth, education,

healthcare, and sustainable
development initiatives. The
Prime Minister will also ad-
dress the gathering on the
occasion.

Later, he will travel to
Madurai, where at around 3
PM, he will inaugurate and
dedicate projects worth
over Rs. 4,400 crore.

These projects aim
to boost industrial
development, educa-
tion, healthcare, and
urban infrastructure.
At 4 PM, the Prime ¥
Minister will perform
darshan and pooja
at Arulmigu _g
Subramani- ((
yaswamy

A BT |

Temple, Tirupparankundram,
Madurai.

Key initiatives include
launching e-Buses under the
PM e-Bus Seva Initiative, the
Integrated Command and
Control Centre under the
Smart City Mission, housing
for Economically Weaker

Sections under CITIIS,
and important water sup-
ply and sewerage proj-
ects in Puducherry.
©  He will also inaugu-
. rate new blocks, hos-
.\' tels, and lecture halls
at National Institute

of Technolo-
\ gy Karai-
k al,
Pondi-

cherry University, and mod-
ernised facilities at JIPMER’s
Regional Cancer Centre.

The 750-acre Karasur-Se-
darapet Industrial Estate will
be dedicated to the nation,
featuring Pharma, Textile,
and IT Parks, IIT Madras
R&D centre, and advanced
healthcare facilities.

Additionally, he will lay
the foundation stones for wa-
ter supply projects, 41 rural
roads under PMGSY, Heri-
tage Town development,
mangrove restoration under
MISHTI, and power sector
projects under RDSS, sup-
porting employment, envi-
ronment, and sustainable
growth in the region.

BRS LEADER K. T. RAMA RAO SAYS THE PARTY BECAME A
POLITICAL CASUALTY IN DELHI LIQUOR CASE

KTR Calls BRS Victim Of So-
Called Liquor Scam

HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president K. T. Rama
Rao said on Friday that the
party suffered politically due
to the so-called liquor scam,
which led to losses in both
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections.

His remarks came after a
Delhi court acquitted former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, former Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia, and 21 others, including
KTR’s sister, K. Kavitha, in
the Delhi liquor policy case.

KTR posted on social me-
dia platform X, stating, “Ka-
vita Garu got justice in court
today. In the same manner,
every case registered against
our leaders will be conclu-
sively exposed as false, polit-
ically motivated, and fabricat-
ed.” He added that until truth

prevails, the public will con-
tinue to witness reckless alle-
gations from the Congress
and BJP, amplified by media
trials that aim to mislead, re-
placing evidence with accusa-
tions.

BRS, in power in Telangana
since the state’s formation in
2014, suffered a major defeat
in the 2023 Assembly elec-
tions and drew a blank in the
2024 Lok Sabha polls. Ka-
vitha, then a BRS MLC, was
arrested by the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) and the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) in March 2024
and spent over five months in
jail before being released on
bail.

Last year, Kavitha resigned
from the BRS and as MLC
following her suspension
over alleged anti-party activ-
ities. She now leads Telanga-
na Jagruthi, the cultural or-
ganisation she founded
during the Telangana move-
ment, and plans to start a po-
litical party. Reacting to the
court’s acquittal, she said
justice has prevailed, calling
the case politically motivat-
ed. K. T. Rama Rao ex-
pressed confidence that all
cases against BRS leaders
will be dismissed, accusing
rivals of using media narra-
tives to damage reputations,
and reaffirmed that justice
will ultimately prevail.

JK Students
Seek Andhra CM
Intervention

Immediately
SRINAGAR

The J&K Students Associa-
tion has written to Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu seeking
urgent intervention over al-
leged harassment of Kashmiri
students at a Kurnool nursing
college.

The association, led by na-
tional convenor Nasir Khue-
hami, said around two dozen
Kashmiri students pursuing
BSc Nursing at the Govern-
ment College of Medical
Nursing, Kurnool, have faced
discrimination, verbal abuse,
denial of Sehri and Iftar ar-
rangements during Ramzan,
and restrictions on wearing
hijab. Many of the students
study under the Prime Minis-
ter’s Scholarship Scheme
through AICTE counselling.

The JKSA stated that the
students, despite being regular
boarders, were questioned by
the administration about their
religious practices.

Akhilesh Yadav Backs Kejriwal After Court Discharge

LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Friday strong-
ly supported former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, calling the Rouse Avenue
Court’s discharge of Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia, and 21 others
in the Delhi Excise Policy

case a vindication of truth and
justice.

Yadav said on social media
that every honest person
could now breathe a sigh of
relief, while “BJP supporters
must be writhing in deep
shame.”

He accused the ruling party
of betraying Delhi residents

and criticised certain religious
figures for allegedly levelling
false charges to malign polit-
ical leaders.

“The duplicitous, so-called
devout Hindu Shankaracha-
ryas, sadhus, and saints have
gone too far in trying to de-
fame governments and indi-
viduals,” he said, taking a dig

at religious authorities. Yadav
also linked the BJP’s ideolog-
ical lineage to colonial-era
activities, claiming their pre-
decessors colluded with ene-
mies of India and suppressed
freedom fighters.

“For the BJP, this news is
nothing short of a moral death
sentence,” he added.

Haryana CM Denies 5,000
Cr Paddy Scam Allegations

CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Friday
rejected allegations of a
5,000 crore paddy procure-
ment scam, calling them
baseless and politically mo-
tivated.

The remarks came during
proceedings of the Haryana
Vidhan Sabha, where Con-
gress MLASs raised the issue
through a Calling Attention
motion.

Saini said that if any irreg-
ularities had occurred, the
government had acted
promptly.

He countered that larger
scams took place during the
Congress regime. Citing pro-
curement figures, he said PR
and non-basmati paddy pro-
curement rose from 54.72
lakh MT in 2021-22 to an
expected 62.13 lakh MT this
year, while basmati paddy
procurement increased from
34 lakh MT to 44.84 lakh
MT over the same period.

The Chief Minister em-
phasised that central agen-
cies manage paddy procure-
ment in Haryana, with the
state improving monitoring
from mandi arrivals to rice
mill storage.

Farmers register crops on
the “Meri Fasal Mera By-
ora” portal, ensuring trans-
parency and direct payment
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transfers. In 2025-26, 3.01
lakh farmers sold 13.62 lakh
MT of PR paddy through the
portal.

Saini highlighted moderni-
sation efforts including
geo-tagging, e-gate passes,
biometric verification, vehi-
cle tracking, and integration
with IFMS to prevent diver-
sion and ensure timely fer-
tiliser supply.

District-level checks led to
12 FIRs, 75 departmental ac-
tions, 28 suspensions, and
Rs 6.37 crore recovered.

Criticising previous gov-
ernments, he added that
farmers once waited six
months for payments, while
the present dispensation has
transferred Rs 1.64 lakh
crore directly into accounts
over 12 years.

Saini reiterated that the
current policies remain
farmer-centric, transparent,
and designed to safeguard
agricultural interests.

TN CM Criticises Centre After Kejriwal Excise Case Discharge

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M. K. Stalin on Friday criti-
cised the Union government,
saying it should not compro-
mise the integrity of investi-
gative agencies like the CBI
and ED for political purposes.
His remarks came after the
Rouse Avenue Court dis-
charged Arvind Kejriwal, for-
mer Delhi Deputy CM Man-
ish Sisodia, and others in the
Delhi excise policy case.

In a post on X, Stalin said
the Centre “must not mort-
gage the integrity of investi-

gating agencies for short-term
politics” and congratulated
Kejriwal and Sisodia for
standing firm and letting the
truth prevail.

The court noted that the al-
leged central conspiratorial
role could not be substantiat-
ed, that the allegations failed
judicial scrutiny, and that
there was “no criminal intent”
on the part of Sisodia. It fur-
ther stated that the conspiracy
theory “cannot survive
against one constitutional au-
thority.”

Expressing her joy, Sunita
Kejriwal said, “Truth always

prevails,” highlighting the im-
portance of judicial indepen-
dence.

The CBI had filed the first
chargesheet in 2022, followed
by multiple supplementary
chargesheets.

The agency claimed that Rs
100 crore was paid by a
“south lobby” to influence the
excise policy, naming 23 ac-
cused including Kejriwal, Si-
sodia, and K. Kavitha. During
arguments, the CBI said that
criminal conspiracy should be
examined as a whole and that
the sufficiency of evidence
should be tested at trial.

Maharashtra Vows
Global Recognition
For Marathi

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde said
on Friday that the state gov-
ernment is committed to mak-
ing Marathi not just a cultural
language, but also one of em-
ployment and business.
Speaking at a special pro-
gram, 'Jave Vinodka Gaon', in
the Legislative Assembly to
celebrate Marathi Language
Gaurav Day, he outlined con-
crete steps to preserve and
promote the language.

The event was attended by
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis, Deputy Chief Minister
Sunetra Pawar, Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narvekar,
Legislative Council Chairman
Ram Shinde, Deputy Chair-
man Neelam Gorhe, along
with ministers, MLAs, and
public representatives. The
program was coordinated by
Kedar Shinde, Hrishikesh
Joshi, Prabhu Desai,
Dhanashree Damle, and their
team.

Shinde described Marathi
as a "sacred stream" carrying
thousands of years of culture.
He paid tribute to poets,
saints, writers, teachers, and
scholars, especially Kusum-
agraj, and stressed that
Marathi forms the identity of
Mabharashtra. He thanked the
central government for sup-
porting the state's effort to

Deputy CM Eknath
Shinde pledges to make
Marathi a language of
culture, employment, and
global prominence,
promoting education,
literature, and
administration use.

make Marathi a classical lan-
guage.

He highlighted policy ini-
tiatives such as creating ency-
clopedias for children, youth,
and Olympic achievements,
translating Marathi literature
into other languages, and pro-
moting its use in administra-
tion and commerce.

He also stressed the value
of Marathi dialects like
Khandeshi, Malvani, Konk-
ani, and Varhadi.

Shinde noted Marathi’s
presence in technology and
social media, and praised the
tradition of Marathi humor
showcased in 'Java Vinodka
Gaava', honoring legends like
Acharya Atre and P. L. Desh-
pande.

Concluding emotionally,
Shinde declared, "Marathi in
my blood, Marathi in my
breath," urging everyone to
unite in spreading Marathi
globally. He wished all a hap-
py Marathi Language Gaurav
Day and called for joint ef-
forts to strengthen the lan-
guage’s heritage.

India Maldives Strengthen Strategic
Defence And Diplomatic Ties

NEW DELHI

India’s High Commission-
er to the Maldives, G. Bal-
asubramanian, met Chief
of the Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi to dis-
cuss strengthening strate-
gic and defence ties be-
tween the two countries.

The meeting focused on
enhancing bilateral cooper-
ation amid evolving secu-
rity challenges in the Indi-
an Ocean region.

According to the Addi-
tional Directorate General
of Public Information
(ADG PI) of the Indian
Army, the discussions in-
cluded reviewing the re-
gional security landscape
and exploring ways to im-
prove defence and diplo-
matic collaboration.

The High Commissioner
and the Army Chief ex-
changed views on current
security dynamics and
identified avenues to fur-
ther consolidate India-Mal-
dives partnership in de-
fence, strategic planning,

and mutual cooperation.

Earlier, Maldives Minis-
ter of State for Tourism
and Environment, Muavi-
yath Mohamed, highlight-
ed the long-standing and
close relationship between
the two countries, he said
India and the Maldives
have been working closely
on sustainable develop-
ment, market reforms, and
addressing global challeng-
es.

He added that both coun-
tries continue to respect
each other while collabo-
rating to achieve mutual
benefits.

Mohamed also noted In-
dia’s role as a reliable part-
ner, providing technologi-
cal expertise, capacity
building, and knowledge
transfer for environmental
and sustainable develop-
ment initiatives.

He said India’s support
has helped the Maldives
address shared challenges,
strengthen institutional co-
operation, and advance key
development goals.

Gujarat to Develop Theme-Based Namo Gauray Parks

GANDHINAGAR

The Government of Gujarat,
led by Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, has announced
plans to develop theme-based
‘Namo Gaurav Parks’ across
the state’s municipal corpo-
rations. The move aims to
provide urban residents with
modern recreational spaces
amid rapid city growth and
shrinking open areas. The
Gujarat Budget 2026-27 has
allocated 220 crore under the
Urban Development and Ur-
ban Housing Department for
this initiative.

The Namo Gaurav Parks
are designed as inclusive,

1

safe, and vibrant community
spaces offering sports, fit-
ness, cultural activities, eco-
logical features, and technol-
ogy-enabled amenities. These
parks will support physical
and mental well-being,
strengthen social connec-
tions, and promote healthy
lifestyles. They are also
planned to enhance urban
ecology, climate resilience,
and biodiversity through in-
creased green cover, water
conservation, and eco-friend-
ly infrastructure.

Key features of the parks
include children’s play zones
with sports and play equip-
ment, theme-based landscap-

ing with local trees, flower
beds, sculptures, butterfly
and herbal gardens, and ded-
icated fitness and sports ar-
eas with jogging tracks, open
gyms, and spaces for games
like badminton and volley-
ball. Recreational and cultur-
al zones will include open-air
amphitheaters, lawns for
yoga and meditation, and ar-
eas for social gatherings. Wa-
ter bodies such as small
ponds and fountains, along
with drip irrigation and rain-
water harvesting systems,
will promote sustainability.
Public amenities will in-
clude drinking water, bench-
es, gazebos, toilets, and facil-

ities for Divyang persons,
along with well-laid internal
roads. Smart park features
will incorporate solar-pow-
ered gardens, Wi-Fi, sen-
sor-based lighting, and digi-
tal signage.

The initiative reflects the
Gujarat government’s com-
mitment to inclusive, cli-
mate-resilient, and peo-
ple-oriented urban develop-
ment. By creating safe, at-
tractive, and eco-friendly
spaces, the Namo Gaurav
Parks are expected to en-
hance the quality of life, en-
courage community engage-
ment, and make cities green-
er and healthier.
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UN Special Rapporteur
calls for calm amid
rising Afghanistan-

Pakistan tensions
Kabul
Richard Bennett, the UN
Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan, on
Friday called for calm
and respect for human
rights and humanitarian
law, especially the pro-
tection of people, amid
escalating tensions be-
tween Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan which has
claimed several lives, in-
cluding of Afghan civil-
ians. Bennett stressed
immediate de-escalation
as Pakistan launched
Operation ‘Ghazab lil-
Haqg’ against Afghanistan,
targetting several military
installations in Kabul, Pa-
ktia, and Kandahar .

Minority rights group
flags brutal attack on
Christian worker

Islamabad
A leading minority rights
group on Friday highlight-
ed another brutal attack
on a Christian minority
worker in Pakistan’s Pun-
jab province, stating that
religious communities fre-
quently face violence and
systematic exploitation
across the country. Citing
eyewitnesses, the Voice
of Pakistan Minority
(VOPM) mentioned that
Yousaf Masih was at-
tacked in Gujranwala city
of Punjab by four fruit
vendors who allegedly
struck him with a two
kilogramme iron weight,
typically used to balance
scales in markets. Accord-
ing to the rights body, the
blow left him bleeding
and fighting for his life,

Pakistan considers itself
in‘openwar’ with
Afghanistan: Minister Asif

Islamabad
Pakistan on Friday said it
considers itself in an “open
war” with Afghanistan, as
its forces killed more than
130 Taliban fighters in air-
strikes in Kabul, Kandahar
and Paktia in response to
what Islamabad described
as the cross-border attack
by the Afghan Taliban.
The 2,611-km-long border
between Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan is known as the
Durand Line, which Kabul
has not formally recog-
nised.

“Our patience has run out.
Now there is an open war
between us..Now it will be
‘Dama Dam Mast Qaland-
ar’. Pakistan’s army did not
come from across the
seas.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

'EU to Provisionally Apply
Mercosur Trade Deal

The European Union will prOV|5|onally enforce its landmark trade agreement

STRASBOURGE

The European Union (EU)
has announced that it will
provisionally apply its
long-debated free trade agree-
ment with the South Ameri-
can bloc Mercosur, aiming to
secure a strategic first-mover
advantage in global markets.
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen
said on Friday that the move
is intended to ensure the EU
does not fall behind other ma-
jor economies in accessing
emerging opportunities in
Latin America.

The European Commission
recently concluded what it de-
scribed as its largest-ever
trade pact in terms of tariff
reductions, finalizing negoti-
ations with Mercosur member
countries — Argentina, Bra-
zil, Paraguay and Uruguay
— after 25 years of complex
and often contentious discus-
sions. The agreement is de-
signed to significantly lower

tariffs on a wide range of
goods, facilitating smoother
trade flows between the two
regions.

Supporters of the deal, in-
cluding Germany and Spain,
argue that the agreement is
crucial for European busi-
nesses grappling with the im-
pact of U.S. tariffs and in-
creasing global competition.
They contend that strengthen-
ing trade ties with Mercosur

will help European industries
recover lost business opportu-
nities and diversify supply
chains, particularly in secur-
ing access to critical minerals
needed for green technologies
and digital infrastructure.
Backers also see the pact as a
strategic step to reduce over-
dependence on China for key
raw materials and industrial
inputs.

However, the agreement

has faced strong resistance
within the EU, most notably
from France, the bloc’s largest
agricultural producer. French
officials and other opponents
argue that the deal could lead
to a sharp increase in agricul-
tural imports from South
America, potentially under-
cutting European farmers who

mental and production stan-
dards.

Concerns have also been
raised about environmental
safeguards and the impact on
local farming communities.

Despite the divisions, the
European Commission’s deci-
sion to provisionally apply the
agreement underscores its de-
termination to advance the
bloc’s trade agenda.

The coming months are ex-
pected to see intensified polit-
ical debate across member
states as the EU balances eco-
nomic strategy with domestic
sensitivities.

Cuba Blames

Sea Clash

CUBA

Cuba on Thursday sharply
criticized the United States for :
allegedly allowing anti-Cuban :
groups to operate with impuni-
ty, following a deadly mari- :

time confrontation involving a
Florida-registered speedboat
off the island’s coast.

The government in Havana
said heavily armed Cuban na-
tionals attempted to infiltrate

the country by sea on Wednes-
day, prompting an exchange of
gunfire with Cuban security

forces. According to official
statements, four Cuban nation-
als were killed during the con-
frontation, while six others
were wounded and taken into
custody. The injured individu-

als were receiving treatment at
. overseas. Prosecutors argued
A U.S. official in Washing-

a provincial Cuban hospital.

ton confirmed that at least two
of those aboard the vessel
were U.S. citizens one among
the deceased and another
among the injured currently
receiving medical care in
Cuba. The official added that

others on the boat may have
¢ When the sentence was deliv-

been legal U.S. residents.
Cuban authorities accused
Washington of failing to curb
anti-Castro groups that they
claim organize hostile actions
against the island from U.S.
soil. However, Havana also
acknowledged that it had been

in contact with U.S. officials :
since the start of the incident. !
Cuban officials said the United

States had shown willingness
to cooperate in clarifying the
circumstances surrounding
the confrontation.
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daughter’s insurance funds.

HONG KONG

A Hong Kong court on Thurs-
day sentenced Kwok Yin-
sang, the 69-year-old father of
a wanted pro-democracy ac-
tivist, to eight months in pris-
on under the city’s national
security legislation. The rul-
ing marks the first conviction
for attempting to handle the
financial assets of an individ-
ual designated as an abscond-
er under the law.

Kwok was found guilty on
February 11 of attempting to
deal with, directly or indirect-
ly, any funds or other financial
assets or economic resources
belonging to his daughter,
Anna Kwok, who is currently

that he tried to terminate her
insurance policy and withdraw
the funds, actions deemed un-
lawful under Hong Kong’s
homegrown national security
law, also referred to as Article
23.

He pleaded not guilty and
did not testify during the trial.

ered, Kwok appeared calm in
court and waved goodbye be-
fore being taken back into cus-
tody.

Anna Kwok is a prominent
activist who helps lead the

Washington-based Hong Kong
Democracy Council. She is
among 34 overseas activists
wanted by Hong Kong’s na-
tional security police.
Authorities accuse her of
colluding with foreign forces a
charge frequently invoked un-
der the sweeping security
framework imposed in recent
years. Police have placed a
bounty of HK$1 million (ap-
proximately $128,000) on her
arrest. The case has drawn sig-
nificant attention as it rep-
resents the first time a family
member of a wanted activist
has been convicted under pro-
visions targeting financial
dealings with designated ab-
sconders. Following the sen-

Hong Kong Court Jails Activist’s Father

tencing, Anna Kwok sharply
criticized the court’s decision.
To sentence my father under
the pretext that his actions
lowered the ‘likelihood” of my
return to stand trial is not jus-
tice; it is a judicial farce, she
said in a statement. The ruling
comes amid broader concerns
from rights groups about the
expanding reach of national
security enforcement in Hong
Kong. Critics argue that the
legislation has increasingly
been used to pursue individu-
als abroad and penalize those
connected to them, while au-
thorities maintain that the
measures are necessary to
safeguard national stability
and security.

Labour Loses Manchester Stronghold to Greens

LONDON

Prime Minister Keir Starmer

* faced mounting political pres-

sure on Friday after his La-
bour Party suffered a shock
defeat to the Green Party of
England and Wales in a Man-
chester constituency it had
held for nearly a century.

The loss of the parliamenta-
ry seat of Gorton and Denton
long considered one of La-
bour’s safest strongholds
marks a significant setback in
the biggest electoral test in
almost a year. The Green Par-

ty’s Hannah Spencer secured
victory in the contest, while
Nigel Farage’s Reform UK
finished second. Labour was
pushed into third place, a re-
sult widely described as a po-
litical embarrassment for the
governing party.

The outcome underscores
what analysts say is an accel-
erating breakdown of Brit-
ain’s traditional two-party
system, historically dominat-
ed by Labour and the Conser-
vatives.

The defeat adds to internal
party tensions and intensifies

calls from critics who have
urged Starmer to step down
following weeks of political
turmoil.

Labour Party chair Anna
Turley acknowledged the set-
back, describing the result as
clearly disappointing.

Meanwhile, leading pollster
John Curtice characterized the
outcome as a seismic moment
in British politics.

He said the result suggests
the future of British politics
looks more uncertain than at
any stage since the end of
World War Two.

RUSSIA URGES RESTRAINT

Barcelona Deploys Robots
to Support Elderly Care

A Barcelona pilot project
introduces robots to
assist seniors facing

early cognitive decline.

| BARCELONA
operate under stricter environ-
. In a quiet apartment in Barce-
i lona, 67-year-old Irene Vegli-
: son has rediscovered the joy
i of dancing after more than

two decades thanks to an un-
usual new companion. Three
months ago, a 1.35-metre-tall
robot moved into her home as
part of a government-backed
initiative aimed at supporting
people in the early stages of
cognitive decline.

Veglison received the de-
vice in November under a
municipal pilot programme
designed to enhance tele-as-
sistance services for the elder-

¢ ly. The initiative is being
i overseen by Barcelona’s city
. council as part of broader ef-
; forts to modernize care sys-
 tems amid growing demo-

Kwok Yin-sang sentenced under national security law over
U.S. After Deadly

graphic pressures.

We're developing this pilot
project to improve tele-assis-
tance, said Marta Villanueva
Cendan, a councillor with
Barcelona's municipal coun-
cil. She explained that the
long-term goal is to equip ro-
bots with the ability to detect
risks and automatically alert
healthcare professionals. In
the future, we want the robots
to detect risk and alert profes-

i sionals, like if the person has
. fallen and cannot respond, she
- added.

Like many European na-

tions, Spain faces the twin
i challenges of rising life ex-

pectancy and declining birth

rates, trends that are placing
increasing strain on the coun-
try’s care sector. Authorities
hope that assistive robotics
can help fill workforce gaps
and enable seniors to live in-
dependently for longer.

So far, Barcelona has de-
ployed 600 such robots to pri-
vate homes and care centres
across the city. The pro-
gramme is funded by a 3.8 mil-
lion euro ($4.47 million) grant
from the European Union’s
COVID-19 recovery funds, re-
flecting the bloc’s push to sup-
port digital innovation in social
services.

The devices are manufac-
tured by Misty Robotics, a
U.S.-based firm, and distribut-
ed in Europe by Catalan tech-
nology company Grup Salté.
Equipped with interactive fea-
tures, the robots can engage
users in conversation, provide
reminders, and encourage
physical activity — including
dancing sessions.

Living with her two cats,
Veglison has affectionately
named her robot Sandi. For her,
the device is more than just a
machine; it has become a
source of companionship, stim-
ulation and renewed move-
ment, offering a glimpse into
how technology may reshape
elderly care in the years ahead.

Hillary Clinton Denies
Ties to Jeffrey Epsteln

NEW YORK

Former U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton told a congres-

¢ sional committee on Thursday
i that she does not recall ever
© meeting the late financier and
i convicted sex offender Jeffrey
¢ Epstein and has no informa-
¢ tion regarding his criminal ac-

tivities.

Clinton released a statement
as she delivered a closed-door
deposition before the United
States House Committee on
Oversight and Accountability
in Chappaqua, New York. I do
not recall ever encountering
Mr. Epstein. I never flew on
his plane or visited his island,
homes or offices, she said.

Following her seven-hour
appearance, Clinton spoke

. briefly to reporters, stating that
¢ she was repeatedly asked sim-
¢ ilar questions throughout the
¢ day. She added that she offered
i suggestions on how the inves-
. tigation might be conducted

but did not elaborate on those
ideas.

Clinton also described parts
of the questioning as unusual.
She said that late in the pro-
ceedings she was asked about
UFOs and about Pizzagate, a
widely debunked conspiracy
theory that circulated during
the 2016 U.S. presidential

election campaign. The false
claims alleged that a Washing-
ton, D.C., pizzeria was a front
for a child sex trafficking ring
supposedly linked to her and
other Democrats.

The conspiracy theory,
which gained traction online in
2016, was repeatedly discred-
ited by law enforcement and
media investigations. Authori-
ties confirmed that no such
criminal operation existed.
Despite this, the allegations
spread widely on social media
platforms at the time.

Epstein, who was arrested in
2019 on federal sex trafficking
charges, died in a New York
jail cell later that year.

His case has continued to
generate political controversy
and speculation, with various
public figures questioned
about any potential connec-
tions to him.

Russia Urges Afghamstan Pakistan to End Clashes

MOSCOWwW

Russia on Friday urged Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan to im-
mediately stop cross-border
attacks and resolve their esca-
lating tensions through diplo-
matic channels.

The appeal comes amid ris-
ing concerns over military
clashes between the two
neighbouring countries,
which have strained regional
stability.

Moscow, which is the only
country to officially recognise
the Taliban-led government of
Afghanistan, maintains work-

ing relations with both Kabul
and Pakistan. The Kremlin
said it is closely monitoring
the situation as reports of in-

tensified skirmishes along the

border continue to emerge.
Of course, the direct mili-

tary clashes that have taken

place do not bode well.
Therefore we hope that they
will cease as soon as possi-
ble...

Like everyone else, we
are closely monitoring this
situation, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told
reporters in Moscow. He
emphasized the importance
of de-escalation and dia-
logue to prevent further in-
stability in the region.

Peskov also confirmed

that preparations are under-
way for a visit to Russia by
Pakistani Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, though he did not

provide a specific date. Ac-
cording to Russia’s state news
agency RIA Novosti, the visit
is expected to take place next
week, signaling continued
diplomatic engagement be-
tween Moscow and Islam-
abad.

Meanwhile, Russian For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova expressed
concern over what she de-
scribed as a sharp military
escalation between the two
neighbours. Writing on Tele-
gram, Zakharova urged re-
straint and a return to political
dialogue.




2 CITY=SHILIGHTS =%

SATURDAY » FEBRUARY 28, 2026

SPORTS

ibcworldnews.com

FIFA Chief Backs Mexico
despite Security Concerns

Infantino reiterates faith in hosts after cartel violence erupts nationwide

MEXICO CITY

FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino has expressed “full con-
fidence” in Mexico’s ability
to host World Cup matches
this year, despite a recent
surge in cartel-related vio-
lence that has raised security
concerns.

Infantino said he spoke
with Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum and reaffirmed
FIFA’s trust in the country’s
preparations. “I reiterated our
full confidence in the host
country and look forward to it
staging all scheduled match-
es,” he said, describing the
2026 edition as set to be the
“most inclusive and greatest”
World Cup yet.

The assurance comes days
after Mexican security forces
killed Nemesio Oseguera Cer-
vantes, widely known as “El
Mencho,” leader of the Jalis-
co New Generation Cartel.
His death triggered violent
reprisals across several states,
with reports of burned vehi-
cles, road blockades and at

least 70 fatalities.

Mexico is scheduled to host
13 World Cup matches, in-
cluding four in Guadalajara,
located in Jalisco state —
considered a stronghold of the
cartel. The developments
have prompted questions
about safety for teams and
fans.

Sheinbaum, in a post on X,
said Mexico continues to
work “as usual” to ensure a

successful tournament and re-
iterated there was “no risk” to
visitors. However, security
concerns have already im-
pacted sporting events, with a
World Cup diving competi-
tion in a Guadalajara suburb
canceled this week.
International federations are
monitoring the situation
closely. The Portuguese Foot-
ball Federation said it is
tracking developments ahead

of a planned friendly in Mex-
ico City, while Jamaica’s
football chief confirmed sim-
ilar vigilance before upcom-
ing playoff matches in Guada-
lajara.

Despite the tensions, Infan-
tino maintained earlier this
week that he expects the tour-
nament to proceed smoothly,
underscoring FIFA’s contin-
ued commitment to Mexico as
a key World Cup host.

Australian Grand
Prix Opens F1’s
New Hybrid Era

MELBOURNE

Formula 1 enters a bold new
regulatory era next week at
the Australian Grand Prix,
with sweeping hybrid chang-
es forcing drivers to rethink
their approach as the sport’s
“big four” teams battle for the
opening victory of 2026.

The overhaul mandates a
50-50 split between internal
combustion power and elec-
trical hybrid systems, creating
cars that demand compro-
mise, energy management
and tactical precision. Presea-
son testing revealed unusual
traits — chaotic practice
starts, drivers lifting off on
straights to recharge batteries
and aggressive downshifts to
maximize regeneration.

Four-time world champion
Max Verstappen was blunt in
his assessment, calling the
new machines “no fun,”
while seven-time champion
Lewis Hamilton questioned
whether the increasingly
complex rules might confuse
fans.

Despite concerns, the com-
petitive order appears tight.
Mercedes-AMG Petronas
Formula One Team, Scuderia
Ferrari, Red Bull Racing and
McLaren F1 Team — dubbed
the “big four” — showed
similar pace in Bahrain test-
ing. Ferrari impressed with
innovative aerodynamic
tweaks and notably sharp
practice starts, while rivals
praised Red Bull’s mastery of
the new electrical systems.

Mercedes’ engine perfor-
mance has drawn particular
attention after strong testing
runs, potentially elevating
George Russell into title con-
tention. McLaren’s Lando
Norris and Oscar Piastri also
looked consistently competi-
tive.

The new hybrid configura-
tion means overtaking could
prove difficult, especially on
tracks like Melbourne that
lack heavy braking zones for
energy recovery. Drivers may
find themselves “ener-
gy-starved,” limiting the ef-
fectiveness of the new over-
take mode if batteries cannot
recharge quickly enough.

Off the track, 2026 brings
fresh storylines.

Cadillac joins as the 11th
team, Sauber transitions to
Audi ownership, and Ma-
drid’s new “Madring” street
circuit replaces Barcelona on
the Spanish calendar.

CRYSTAL PALACE ADVANCE COMFORTABLY; FIORENTINA
SCRAPE THROUGH AFTER DRAMATIC SCARE

Crystal Palace F.C. Advance as ACF
Fiorentina Survive Conference League Scare

LONDON

Crystal Palace booked their
place in the UEFA Confer-
ence League last 16 with a
composed 2-0 win over Zrin-
jski Mostar, while Fiorentina
survived a major scare to
edge past Jagiellonia Bialys-
tok in a dramatic play-off
round.

Palace, held 1-1 in Bosnia
in the first leg, ensured there
would be no slip-up at Sel-
hurst Park. Under-pressure
manager Oliver Glasner saw
his side rise to the occasion in
their first European knockout
tie in a major competition.

Maxence Lacroix opened
the scoring in the 36th min-
ute, heading home from
Adam Wharton’s free-kick to
calm nerves among the home
crowd. Evann Guessand
sealed the tie in stoppage
time, drilling Brennan John-
son’s pass into the far corner
to secure a 3-1 aggregate vic-
tory.

The result provided respite
for Glasner, who has faced
criticism after a poor Premier
League run and an FA Cup
exit to lower-league opposi-
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tion. Palace will now meet
either Mainz or AEK Larnaca
in the last 16.

In Florence, Fiorentina
were pushed to the brink de-
spite carrying a 3-0 first-leg
advantage. Bartosz Mazurek’s
hat-trick for Jagiellonia wiped
out the deficit and forced ex-
tra time at the Artemio Fran-
chi.

The Italian side regained
control through Nicolo Fagi-
oli’s strike and an own goal
from Taras Romanchuk. Al-
though Jesus Imaz scored in
the 118th minute to keep Jagi-
ellonia alive, Fiorentina pro-
gressed 5-4 on aggregate after

a chaotic 4-2 defeat on the
night.

Currently struggling in Se-
rie A, Fiorentina have none-
theless built a strong recent
record in this competition,
reaching two finals and a
semi-final in the past three
seasons.

They remain hopeful of an-
other deep European run.

Elsewhere, AZ Alkmaar
overturned a first-leg deficit
to advance, while Lech
Poznan, Sigma Olomouc,
Celje, Rijeka and Samsunspor
also secured last-16 spots af-
ter decisive second-leg victo-
ries across the continent.

Scoand ns Cleared to

Wear Kilts at WC 2026

GLASGOW,
SCOTLAND

Scotland supporters
have received approval
to wear traditional spor-
rans with their kilts at
World Cup matches this
summer after discus-
sions between the Scot-
tish Football Association
and FIFA.

The agreement en-
sures that the sporran
— a fur or leather pouch
worn at the front of a
kilt — will be permitted
inside stadiums in the
United States, which is
co-hosting the 2026
tournament alongside
Canada and Mexico
from June 11 to July 19.

Security regulations
for the tournament re-
strict fans to clear, see-
through bags or small
clutches roughly half the
size of a typical sporran.
That had sparked con-
cern among members of
Scotland’s traveling sup-
port, known as the “Tar-
tan Army,” who feared
being forced to part with
a key element of their
traditional attire.

Kilts, which resemble
knee-length skirts, do
not have pockets, mak-
ing the sporran both
decorative and practical
for carrying essentials
such as phones, wallets
and tickets.

FIFA clears
traditional sporrans
after talks with
Scottish FA.

A spokesperson for
the Scottish FA con-
firmed that FIFA has
agreed sporrans can be
brought into stadiums
following standard
search and inspection
procedures. Officials
will also work with
matchday staff in host
cities to ensure smooth
entry for Scotland fans
attending games in Fox-
borough, Massachusetts,
and Miami Gardens,
Florida.

Scotland have been
drawn in Group C
alongside Brazil, Mo-
rocco and Haiti. Two of
their group matches will
take place in Foxbor-
ough, with the third
scheduled in Miami
Gardens.

The decision paves
the way for Scotland
fans to showcase their
distinctive culture on
football’s biggest stage
as the national team pre-
pares for its first World
Cup appearance since
1998. Thousands are ex-
pected to travel, bring-
ing a splash of tartan —
and now approved spor-
rans — to the global
spectacle.

8 Baseball Classic
Delegation
Members Denied
US Visas: Cuba

HAVANA

Cuba has reported that eight
members of its delegation to
the 2026 World Baseball Clas-
sic were denied visas to enter
the United States, the Cuban
Baseball and Softball Federa-
tion announced, raising con-
cerns ahead of next month’s
tournament.

The World Baseball Classic,
scheduled from March 5-17,
will see Cuba compete in Pool
A in San Juan, Puerto Rico
against teams including Puerto
Rico national baseball team,
Colombia national baseball
team, Panama national base-
ball team and Canada national
baseball team.

According to the federation,
the visas were denied to key
officials, including its presi-
dent Juan Reinaldo Pérez Par-
do, general secretary Carlos
del Pino Muiloz and esteemed
pitching coach Pedro Luis
Lazo Iglesias. These individu-
als were part of the official Cu-
ban delegation but are not
among the players.

An unnamed U.S. official
told media that none of those
denied visas were actual ath-
letes, and that visa privacy
laws prevent detailed comment
on individual cases. The U.S.
State Department has declined
to publicly address the matter.

In statements released by the
Cuban federation, officials crit-
icised the decision, saying the
response from U.S. authorities
“ignores the reasons on which
they are based, the most basic
principles of sport, and the
commitments assumed by the
host countries of such events.”
They added that the denial
came more than a month after
visa requests were submitted.

Despite the setback for offi-
cials, sources familiar with the
situation said all Cuban players
and most coaches have been
granted visas, allowing the
team to travel for competition.

Arsenal F.C. Seek Derby Double as Manchester City F.C. Close In

LONDON

Arsenal will aim to secure
back-to-back London derby
victories when they host
Chelsea F.C. on Sunday,
knowing any slip-up could
allow Manchester City to
tighten the Premier League
title race.

The last time Arsenal de-
feated Chelsea three times in
a single season was during
their 2003-04 title-winning
campaign. While history of-
fers encouragement, the cur-
rent stakes are equally high.
Mikel Arteta’s side sit top of
the table but have shown vul-
nerability in recent weeks,

{ dropping points in draws

against Brentford and Wolver-
hampton Wanderers before
bouncing back with an em-
phatic 4-1 victory over Tot-
tenham Hotspur in the North
London derby.

That win restored momen-
tum, yet City remain five
points behind with a game in
hand. Pep Guardiola’s side
travel to Leeds United this
weekend on a five-match win-
ning run in all competitions,
determined to keep pressure
on the leaders.

Chelsea, currently fifth, have
not beaten Arsenal since 2021
and were eliminated by them
in a recent League Cup
semi-final tie. However, they
did hold Arsenal to a league

draw earlier this season despite
playing most of the match with
10 men. Avoiding a third de-
feat to their London rivals this
term will be a key motivation
for Chelsea manager Liam
Rosenior. Arsenal’s home form
against fellow top-six sides has
been inconsistent, with a draw
against Liverpool and a loss to
Manchester United in recent
weeks. Another stumble could
reopen the title race with 10
matches remaining.

Elsewhere, Leeds — under
Daniel Farke — have proved
resilient against elite opposi-
tion, earning draws against
Liverpool, Manchester United,
Chelsea and Aston Villa in
2026.

Marc Marquez Adapts Riding
Style Ahead of MotoGP Opener

BURIRAM, THAILAND

Defending MotoGP world
champion Marc Marquez
says a lingering shoulder
injury has forced him to
modify his riding style as he
prepares to launch his title
defence at the season-open-
ing Thai Grand Prix this
weekend.

The 33-year-old Spaniard,
racing for the Ducati Leno-
vo Team, is chasing a re-
cord-equalling eighth world
title after a dominant 2025
campaign. Marquez sealed
last season’s championship
with five races to spare,
winning 25 races including
sprints, but missed the final
four events due to a shoul-
der injury.

Speaking ahead of the
race in Buriram, Marquez
admitted the injury has not
fully healed and continues
to affect his physical condi-
tion.

“It’s not an easy one,” he
said, explaining that he has
had to step back from last
year’s more aggressive
aerodynamic setup. Accord-
ing to Marquez, the 2025

configuration was physical-
ly demanding and required
peak strength, something he
is still working to regain.

“I cannot ride the bike in
the same way as last year at
the moment,” he said. “I’m
trying to adapt my riding
style to what I have now in
my physical condition.”

The Spaniard described
the revised setup as “work-
ing well but in a different
way,” underlining his will-
ingness to adjust in pursuit
of results. Known for his
resilience, Marquez said
adapting has always been
one of his strengths and
that he will continue re-
fining his approach until
he feels fully ready.

Despite the setback,
his ambitions remain un-
changed.

“If you are wearing a
red Ducati
T-shirt, the
target is to
fight for
t h e
champi-
onship,”
he said.

Mar-

quez’s closest rival last sea-
son was his brother, Alex
Marquez, who has shown
promising pace in pre-sea-
son testing with Gresini.
Meanwhile, Aprilia’s Marco
Bezzecchi set a new track
record in Buriram during
testing, signalling a compet-
itive field.

As the new season be-
gins, all eyes will be on
whether Marquez’s adapt-
ability can once again carry
him to the summit of motor-

cycle racing.

Skechers Backs India’s Pickleball
Rise with Official AIPA Jersey

MUMBAI

Skechers has strengthened its
foothold in India’s fast-grow-
ing pickleball ecosystem by
launching its official perfor-
mance jersey in partnership
with the All India Pickleball
Association (AIPA).

The collaboration marks a
significant step in positioning
pickleball as a serious com-
petitive sport rather than
merely a recreational trend.
With this association, Skech-
ers becomes the official per-
formance jersey partner of
AIPA, reinforcing its commit-
ment to India’s expanding
community of professional
and aspiring athletes.

At the centre of the launch
is the newly introduced Ske-
chers Pickleball Jersey, engi-
neered specifically for
high-intensity match play.
Made from lightweight and
breathable performance fab-
ric, the jersey is designed to
offer enhanced mobility, ef-
fective moisture management
and sustained comfort during
long matches. The technical
design reflects the brand’s fo-
cus on innovation while meet-
ing the agility-driven de-
mands of competitive pickle-

ball.

The campaign features
prominent athletes including
Sonu Kumar Vishwakarma
and Vrushali Thakare, along
with accomplished players
Anuja Maheshwari and Ritam
Chawla. Their association un-
derscores the brand’s ath-
lete-first philosophy and lends
credibility to its expanding
performance portfolio in the
sport.

Rahul Vira, CEO of Skech-
ers South Asia Pvt. Ltd., said
pickleball in India is at a piv-
otal growth stage. He noted
that the partnership with AIPA
and the launch of a dedicated
performance jersey demon-
strate the company’s long-
term vision to support com-

petitive standards and nurture
the sport’s development na-
tionwide.

Beyond apparel, Skechers
is also expanding its pickle-
ball footwear range in India.
The collection focuses on su-
perior grip, responsive cush-
ioning and on-court stability,
offering players a comprehen-
sive performance solution.

As pickleball gains traction
across urban centres and com-
petitive circuits, Skechers’
latest initiative signals a stra-
tegic move to build an au-
thentic, performance-led pres-
ence in one of India’s fast-
est-growing sporting seg-
ments, while empowering
athletes with specialized gear
designed for serious play.
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India to protect its
interests in trade deal
with US: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Friday that India
would go in for a rebal-
ancing of the proposed
trade agreement with
the United States, if re-
quired, to protectitsin-
terests, in view of the
changed situation fol-
lowing the US Supreme
Court annulling the tariff
hikes announced earlier
by the Donald Trump
administration. Given
the evolving situation on
US tariffs, we will wait
and watch and ensure
India’s best interests are
protected, Goyal said at
a media event here. It’s
an evolving situation.
The Trump administra-
tion has made some
comments; they have
other tools that they
can use.

Al skills overtake
traditional
engineeringand IT
capabilities in India

New Delhi
Al skills have overtaken
traditional engineering
and IT capabilities for
the first time to become
the most difficult skills
for employers to find, a
report showed on Fri-
day. Over eight out of 10
employers or 82 per
cent of employers cited
in India reported diffi-
culty finding skilled tal-
entin 2026, according
to the report from Man-
powerGroup. Al literacy
and Al model develop-
ment emerge among
the hardest skills to
find, the report said,
adding that talent pres-
sure has increased com-
pared to last year and
remains significantly
above the global aver-
age of 72 per cent.

Global smartphone
shipments to see
declinein 2026 over
memory supply crunch

New Delhi
Facing a severe, supply
driven memory crunch,

global smartphone ship-
ments ended 2025 with
low single digit growth
(year-on-year), support-
ed by improving macro-
economic conditions
and healthy demand
during the holiday sea-
son, a report showed on
Friday. Global smart-
phone shipments grew
3.8 per centin Q4 2025,
extending the market’s
recovery to a fourth con-
secutive quarter and
marking the strongest
holiday quarter since
2021, with most regions
posting YoY growth ex-
cept China and Eastern
Europe. However, the
market is set for a major
reversal in 2026, accord-
ing to Counterpoint Re-
search, with shipments
forecasted to decline
12.4 per cent YoY, mark-
ing the sharpest annual
contraction ever.

' Gujarat to Host SemiConnect Conference 2026

State advances Rs 1.24 lakh crore semiconductor projects in Gandhinagar

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat will host the Semi-
Connect Conference-2026 on
March 1 and 2 in Gandhi-
nagar, as it accelerates semi-
conductor projects worth ap-
proximately Rs 1.24 lakh
crore and strengthens its posi-
tion in India’s chip manufac-
turing ambitions.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Gandhinagar, State
Science and Technology Min-
ister Arjun Modhwadia said
the conference aligns with
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s broader vision of trans-
forming India into a global
semiconductor hub.

He noted that disruptions in
global supply chains during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
particularly in semiconductor

production, had severely im-
pacted industries worldwide
and highlighted the strategic
necessity of domestic chip
manufacturing.

Considering that challenge
as an opportunity, the Prime
Minister decided to make the
country a semiconductor hub.
As a result, today the nation is
leading in semiconductor and
fifth-generation smart manu-
facturing, Modhwadia said.

He also referred to the India
Al Impact Summit-2026 held
in New Delhi last week un-
der the Prime Minister’s
leadership, where representa-
tives from 88 countries is-
sued a joint declaration on
the ethical use of artificial
intelligence.

The two-day SemiConnect
Conference will be attended

by Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, Union Minister for In-
formation Technology Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and Deputy
Chief Minister Harsh Sang-
havi.

Modhwadia said the event
is being organised as Guja-
rat’s flagship semiconductor
platform, bringing together
global and domestic stake-
holders across the electronics

value chain. He added that

the initiative would help es-
tablish the state as a centre for
memory packaging and ad-
vanced semiconductor manu-
facturing, thereby strengthen-
ing India’s electronics pro-
duction capacity and strategic
technology base.

The conference aims to pro-
mote collaboration between
high-technology chip manu-
facturers, supply chain part-
ners and domestic industries
to support long-term ecosys-
tem development.

According to the minister,

2025 events, which brought
together fabs, foundries,
equipment manufacturers,
material suppliers and design
ecosystem partners.

TRAI Proposes
Half-Star Digital
Connectivity Ratings

beu

MUMBAI

The Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) on
Friday released a consultation
paper titled Review of the
Rating of Properties for Digi-
tal Connectivity Regulations
2024, proposing refinements
to the existing rating frame-
work by introducing addition-
al half-star levels.

With a significant propor-
tion of data consumption now
occurring indoors—particu-
larly after the widespread
rollout of 4G and 5G technol-
ogies—TRAI noted that
in-building digital connectiv-
ity has become a critical fac-
tor in determining user expe-
rience and Quality of Service
(QoS).

The regulator said the up-
dated framework aims to pro-
mote collaboration among
property managers, Digital
Connectivity Rating Agencies
(DCRAS), service providers
and other stakeholders, while
ensuring transparency, ac-
countability and long-term
sustainability.

To better differentiate prop-
erty performance, TRAI has
proposed expanding the cur-
rent five-star rating scale to
nine levels by adding half-
star increments. The move is
intended to provide more
granular assessment and
clearer information for con-
sumers secking digitally
ready residential or commer-
cial spaces.

According to the official
statement, the proposed re-
finements are designed to ad-
dress practical challenges
faced by property managers
and DCRAs during imple-

NEW DELHI

India’s trade partnerships in
2026 reflect a decisive shift
toward deeper global eco-
nomic integration, backed by
a growing network of modern
and outcome-oriented agree-
ments, an official statement
said on Friday.

A landmark agreement with
the European Union, along
with strengthened ties with
other key partners, is expand-
ing market access for Indian
exporters, boosting outbound
shipments, attracting foreign
investment and generating

employment across multiple
sectors.

The statement noted that
these international initiatives
are being complemented by
domestic policy, financial and

Consultation paper
suggests refined scale
for in-building
connectivity.

mentation. At the same time,
TRAI clarified that the core
objectives, principles and as-
sessment methodology of the

framework will remain un-
i collective recitation of the Pa-

changed.

The regulator had original-
ly notified the Rating of
Properties for Digital Con-
nectivity Regulations, 2024
on October 25, 2024, estab-
lishing a structured system
for evaluating properties

based on their digital connec-

tivity readiness.

A detailed Rating Manual A

to operationalise the regula-
tions was subsequently issued
in 2025. In addition to the
revised rating scale, the con-
sultation paper also proposes
a design-stage assessment

and certification mechanism
for under-construction prop- :
i curities and Exchange Board

erties.

This would enable early
evaluation of digital connec-
tivity preparedness while en-
suring that final ratings are
granted only after project
completion.

TRAI emphasized that the

final Digital Connectivity
Rating will continue to be :

awarded only after construc-
tion is complete and the man-
datory

Due Diligence Stage—II is
conducted, thereby safe-
guarding the integrity and
credibility of the assessment
process.

The consultation process
invites feedback from stake-
holders before.

India Deepens Global Trade Integration

A

regulatory measures aimed at
enhancing exporter competi-
tiveness. As a result, India’s
trade ecosystem is becoming
more resilient and globally
integrated.

Project Utthan transforms BMC schools into vibrant hubs of

culture and learning.

Adani Foundation Celebrates
Marath1 Language Day

MUMBAI

To mark ‘Marathi Bhasha
Gaurav Din’ and the birth an-
niversary of renowned poet
Kusumagraj, the Adani Foun-
dation and Adani Electricity
transformed civic-run schools
in Mumbai into vibrant cen-

. tres celebrating Maharashtrian
¢ culture and language.

Organised under the CSR
initiative ‘Project Utthan’, the
celebration blended academic
enrichment with traditional
cultural activities across
schools run by the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corpora-

i tion (BMC). Students partici-
. pated in engaging word

games designed to enhance
their Marathi vocabulary,
while also enjoying spirited
performances of Powada,
Abhang and the tribal Tarpa
dance all integral elements of
Maharashtra’s rich cultural
heritage.

The event concluded with a

saydaan, reinforcing both lin-
guistic pride and cultural
awareness among students.
Organisers said the initiative
aligns with the project’s

D=

broader goal of helping chil-
dren excel academically while
remaining deeply connected
to their local roots and mother
tongue.

‘Project Utthan’, the Adani
Foundation’s flagship educa-
tion programme aligned with
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, focuses on
strengthening foundational
literacy, numeracy and essen-
tial life skills in government
primary schools. The pro-
gramme aims to create sup-
portive classroom environ-
ments where children feel
confident, motivated and en-
couraged to learn during their
formative years.

In Mumbai, the Adani
Foundation and Adani Elec-
tricity have collaborated

closely with the BMC Educa-
tion Department to extend
Project Utthan to all BMC
primary schools. The initia-

tive places special emphasis
on Priya Vidyarthis progres- !
sive learners identified for :
additional academic support :

providing them with targeted
guidance and joyful learning
experiences to foster steady
growth. Officials said such
culturally rooted educational
initiatives not only strengthen
language skills but also nur-
ture pride in regional identity.
By integrating tradition with
modern pedagogy, the pro-
gramme seeks to build a
strong educational foundation
while celebrating Maharash-
tra’s literary and artistic lega-

cy.

Seoul’s opening
of high-precision
map data to
Google

SEOUL

South Korea's decision to al-

¢ low global tech giant Google
¢ to transfer government-sup-
the third edition builds on the !
momentum of the 2024 and

plied domestic high-precision
map data overseas seems to be
tied to Seoul's efforts to ad-
dress US concerns over
non-tariff barriers, industry
observers said on Friday. Ear-
lier in the day, the government
approved Google's request to
transfer 1:5,000-scale
high-precision map data to its
overseas facilities, contingent
on supplementary measures to
address security concerns.
Seoul had rejected similar
requests by Google in 2007
and 2016, citing national secu-
rity concerns that sensitive fa-

. cilities, such as military bases,
. could be exposed.

The question on whether

. Seoul would change such a

stance had drawn renewed at-
tention amid trade consulta-
tions between Seoul and the
U.S. administration under
President Donald Trump that
has taken a hard-line stance on
tariff issues.

The Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) has
repeatedly cited South Korea's
restrictions on the overseas
transfer of location-based data
as a key non-tariff barrier af-
fecting American digital ser-
vices firms.

Earlier this month, Foreign
Minister Cho Hyun told law-
makers that USTR Jamieson
Greer warned Washington
could raise reciprocal tariffs on
South Korea back to 25 per-
cent from the current 15 per-
cent if no progress is made in
addressing non-tariff barriers.

The government had long
delayed approving Google's
request on national security
grounds, but trade and tariff
pressure from the U.S. has in-
tensified in recent years, Wi
Jong-hyun, a professor at the
college of virtual convergence
at Chung-Ang University,

¢ said.

SEBI warns investors
about fake STT Notices,
‘account handling’ services

MUMBAI

Capital markets regulator Se-

of India (SEBI) has flagged a
surge in frauds involving fake
securities transaction tax
(STT) notices and account
handling services that prom-
ise risk free profits. The regu-
lator said fraudsters have cir-
culated fake notices demand-
ing payment of outstanding
securities transaction tax
(STT) liabilities, often using
forged SEBI letterhead, logo
and seal and falsely claiming
powers conferred by the SEBI
Act, 1992.

SEBI also warned about

¢ PMS service providers or ex-
¢ pert fund managers who claim
© to help investors to make risk
i free profits in their demat or

trading account, in another

statement.

They exploit investors by
showcasing trades done by
them for other investors in

which they claim to have gen- :
erated substantial profits, the

regulator added.

Further, SEBI said STT is
automatically collected by
brokers at the time of each
trade under the Finance Act,

2004 and it does not issue de-

mand notices on STTs.

SEBI urged investors to
verify any communication
claiming to be from the regu-
lator. Official SEBI emails
come only from addresses
ending in @sebi.gov.in, and
enforcement actions are pub-
lished on SEBI’s website,
adding that online payments
related to orders.

Several major economies
are currently engaged in ac-
tive negotiations with India to
deepen trade and investment
ties through Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) and com-
prehensive economic partner-
ships.

In February, India reached a
framework understanding
with the United States for an
interim agreement designed to
promote reciprocal and mutu-
ally beneficial trade. The
framework underscores both
countries’ commitment to ad-
vancing negotiations under
the broader US-India Bilater-

in 2026

al Trade Agreement (BTA),
which is expected to include
expanded market access com-
mitments and measures to
build more resilient supply
chains.

signed the Terms of Refer-
ence for a Free Trade Agree-
ment in November.

The first round of negotia-
tions was concluded this
month, establishing a struc-
tured framework for discus-
sions across identified sectors
aimed at enhancing trade and
economic cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

Wlll strengthen Odisha’s clean
energy ambitions: CM Majhi

BHUBANESWAR

. Chief Minister Mohan Charan

Majhi on Friday thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sarbananda Sonowal for

. approving the construction of

a3797.17 crore dedicated jet-
ty at Paradip Port to handle
green hydrogen, ammonia and
other liquid cargo. Taking to
his X handle, CM Majhi said

¢ the project will position Odi-
¢ sha as a future-ready maritime

economy and strengthen its
role in the emerging green en-
ergy sector.

With a capacity of 4 MTPA,

¢ this project will connect Odi-
Meanwhile, India and Israel

sha’s emerging green hydro-
gen production clusters to
global markets, strengthen
clean energy export logistics
and advance India’s National
Green Hydrogen Mission.

. The initiative will further ac-

celerate green investments,
generate employment and re-
inforce Odisha’s role in build-
ing a sustainable and fu-
ture-ready maritime economy,

said Majhi.

It is pertinent here to men-
tion that the project, which
got the approval on Thursday,
will be implemented by
Paradip Port Authority on a
build-operate-transfer (BOT)
basis. The proposed facility
will have a handling capacity
of 4.0 million tonnes per an-
num and is designed to
strengthen Paradip Port’s role
as a hub for green energy car-
go0. The infrastructure will
include a dedicated jetty, stor-
age systems, pipelines, han-
dling equipment and associat-
ed facilities.

The jetty will have a cen-
tre-to-centre distance of 279
metres between extreme end
dolphins and a dredged depth
of 14.3 metres in front of the
berth to enable safe handling
of liquid cargo vessels.

Paradip Port Authority will
provide capital support equiv-
alent to 20 per cent of the
project cost, amounting to
%159.43 crore, during the con-
struction phase. The project is
expected to be completed
within 24 months.




2 CITY=SHILIGHTS =%

SPORTS

SATURDAY » FEBRUARY 28, 2026 ibcworldnews.com

Gavaskar Hails Abhishek Sharma for
Silencing Critics with Composed Knock

NEW DELHI

Young pacer sharpens
adaptability ahead of
crucial West Indies clash

crucial half-century against
Zimbabwe in the T20 World
Cup.

Returning after a stomach
bug, Abhishek had endured a
torrid run, registering three con-
secutive ducks and looking far
from his explosive best. How-
ever, the left-hander answered
his doubters in style on Thurs-
day, smashing a 30-ball 55 to
power India to a commanding

According to him, how a player
adapts defines long term suc-
cess, and Abhishek appears to
have evolved from the experi-
ence.

Gavaskar also reflected on
India’s tactical adjustments after
a disappointing outing against
South Africa national cricket
team. He said the team looked
“broken” in that match but
quickly corrected course by re-

Former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar admit-
ted he was surprised to
see Abhishek Sharma
play a defensive stroke
but praised the young
opener for silencing

his critics with a

ARSHDEEP SINGH
Learning from Bumrah,

.-/ 72-run victory over Zimba- storing Sanju Samson to the top 4 4 k 1
Vi Former bwe national cricket team. Gavaskar noted that to ensure a right-left combina- SlraJ an Mor e
3 |ndia Captain “We know how good Abhishek’s rare defensive tion.Looking ahead to the virtu-
Abhishek Sharma is as a  stroke caught his eye. “In this  al knockout against West Indies CHENNAI plan? I’'m working on these

lauds Abhishek’s

maturity in
Zimbabwe
victory

batter. He silenced his
doubters with this
knock,” Gavaskar said,
highlighting the method
behind the innings. “He
took extra time at the start,
respected the off-spinner and
didn’t take unnecessary risks.”

game, he actually defended the
ball. We don’t usually see that
from him,” he remarked, calling
it a sign of growth and maturity.

The batting legend described
the phase as a learning curve for
the youngster, stressing that ev-
ery cricketer faces lean patches.

cricket team in Kolkata, Gavas-
kar cautioned that India must be
wary of their opponents’ explo-
sive batting. “They punish mis-
takes and start attacking from
ball one,” he warned, adding
that India will need a clear plan
to counter their firepower.

Kerala Blasters FC anatulAGfeater éoéhin
Development Authority Seal Rent Deal

KOCHI

The standoff between Kerala
Blasters FC and the Greater
Cochin Development Author-
ity (GCDA) over stadium rent
has been resolved, paving the
way for the club’s continued
use of the Jawaharlal Nehru
International Stadium in Ka-
loor.

The breakthrough came af-
ter a meeting between repre-
sentatives of the club and the
authority on Thursday. A for-
mal agreement incorporating
the revised financial terms is
set to be signed before the
team’s next home fixture on
Saturday.

Under the new arrange-
ment, the Blasters will pay Rs
3 lakh per match as rent and
remit Rs 28 lakh as a caution
deposit to GCDA. The settle-
ment reflects a middle ground
between the earlier stands tak-

en by both sides, which had
led to weeks of uncertainty
and public sparring.

The agreed rent is higher
than the approximately Rs 2
lakh per match relief indicat-
ed earlier by GCDA chairper-
son K Chandran Pillai when
the club was considering
shifting some matches to
Kozhikode. At the same time,
it is lower than the Rs 4.2
lakh per match figure support-
ed by sections of the GCDA
executive council.

The dispute had escalated
ahead of the club’s home fix-
tures in the Indian Super
League, with differences
emerging within the authority
over the proposed reduction
in rent. Some council mem-
bers argued that a steep cut
would hurt GCDA financially,
particularly since the club
earns revenue from ticket
sales and advertisements.

Agha’s men face must-win clash amid semifinal uncertainty

Pakistan Need Big Win, England’s
Help to Reach Semifinals

PALLEKELE

Pakistan will require a com-
manding victory over al-
ready-climinated Sri Lanka
and a significant favour from
England to keep their T20
World Cup semifinal hopes
alive when they play their fi-
nal Super 8 fixture on Satur-
day.

Placed third in the group,
Pakistan are locked in a race
with New Zealand national
cricket team for the second
semifinal berth.

However, the Kiwis hold a
clear advantage with three
points and a superior net run
rate of 3.050, compared to Pa-
kistan’s solitary point and
negative NRR of -0.461.

For Pakistan national crick-
et team, the equation is
straightforward yet daunting.

They must thrash Sri Lanka
national cricket team compre-
hensively and hope England
cricket team defeat New Zea-
land by a massive margin to
swing the net run rate equa-
tion in their favour.

Pakistan’s campaign has
largely been underwhelming.

Sahibzada Farhan has been
the standout performer with
283 runs at a blistering strike
rate, including a century and
two fifties.

Beyond him, contributions
have been sporadic. Shadab
Khan has chipped in with 111
runs, but skipper Salman Ali
Agha, Saim Ayub and Babar
Azam have struggled for con-
sistency.

The team will also look to-
wards the explosive Fakhar
Zaman for a decisive knock.

In the bowling department,
Usman Tariq’s 10 wickets
have provided some spark,
while Shaheen Shah Afridi

has shown glimpses of
rhythm.

Sri Lanka, already out of
contention, will aim to finish
on a high before their home
fans. Under Dasun Shanaka,
they began brightly with a
memorable win over Australia
but faltered with successive
defeats. Pathum Nissanka’s
earlier century now feels dis-
tant as batting frailties and
inconsistent bowling derailed
their campaign.

With the semifinal door
barely ajar, Pakistan must de-
liver a near-perfect perfor-
mance and hope results else-
where go their way.

Prague Chess: D Gukesh Held, Aravindh Chithambaram Stuns Hans Moke Niemann

PRAGUE,
(CZECH REPUBLIC)

World champion D Gukesh
was held to a draw by Uz-
bekistan’s Nodirbek Yakub-
boev, while defending cham-
pion Aravindh Chitham-
baram bounced back in style
to defeat Hans Moke Nie-

mann in round two of the
Masters section at the Prague
International Chess Festival.

Playing with white,
Gukesh could not make
headway against Yakubbo-
ev’s well-prepared Queen’s
Gambit Declined. After a se-
ries of exchanges led to an
equal position, Yakubboev

sacrificed a rook to force a
repetition and secure the half
point.

It was Gukesh’s second
consecutive draw after shar-
ing spoils in the opening
round.

In contrast, Aravindh pro-
duced a spirited performance
to register his first win of the

tournament. Opting once
again for the Philidor De-
fence, the Chennai-based
Grandmaster conceded early
initiative to Niemann.

However, the American
faltered under time pressure
at a critical juncture, despite
engines evaluating his posi-
tion as winning.

Ranji Trophy: ‘Unplayable’
Auqib Nabi Keeps It Simple

HUBBALLI

For nearly th1 ee minutes in the 18th
over of Karnataka’s innings, silence
gripped the KSCA Rajnagar Stadi-
um as Auqib Nabi celebrated back-
to-back strikes, leaving the hosts
stunned in the Ranji Trophy final.
Having entered the summit clash
with 99 wickets across the last two
seasons, the Jammu and Kashmir
pacer carried the tag of a poster boy
for seam bowling. He wasted little
time living up to the billing. After
removing KL Rahul with a delivery
that squared him up, Nabi produced
two unplayable balls to dismiss
Karun Nair and Smaran R off suc-
cessive deliveries, jolting Karnata-
ka’s backbone.

The first seamed away after land-
ing on the upright seam; the next
straightened just enough to breach
the defence. It was classical fast
bowling in the corridor of uncer-
tainty. For Nabi, however, the man-

tra was straightforward.
wanted to keep it simple. Bowl in a
particular spot and hit good areas,”
he said at the end of day three. On
a surface where Karnataka’s bowl-
ers had toiled for over 170 overs
with limited assistance, Nabi found
subtle movement by staying closer
to the off stump. His ability to
maintain a strong, cocked wrist en-
sured the seam remained upright,
allowing natural variation off the
pitch. “It’s very important to have a
straight wrist behind the ball. The
ball moves with the wrist. If you hit
the right channel, the rest follows,”
explained the 29-year-old. Despite
running through a star-studded bat-
ting order featuring experienced
names, Nabi insisted he does not
focus on reputations. “No batter is
difficult if you bowl in good areas.
I think about my bowling, not who
I’'m bowling to,”
ing the simplicity behind his devas-
tating spell.

“I just

he said, underlin-

Indian Super League
Clubs Oppose
Churchill Brothers
FC GoaEntry

CHENNAI

India pacer Arshdeep Singh
said he is constantly working
on improving his skills and
match awareness alongside
senior bowlers Jasprit Bum-
rah and Mohammed Siraj, as
well as bowling coach Morne
Morkel, during the ongoing
T20 World Cup.

Arshdeep delivered a disci-
plined spell of 3/24 to help
India register a commanding
72-run win over the Zimba-
bwe national cricket team in
their Super Eights clash. De-
spite being the youngest
member of the bowling at-
tack, he has embraced respon-
sibility in crucial phases, in-
cluding the powerplay.

“I am the youngest of the
bowling group. When the
team shows trust and gives
you two overs in the power-
play, there’s always a chance
to pick wickets because bat-
ters are looking to score,” he
said after the match.

The left-arm seamer
stressed the importance of
staying proactive. “How can [
be one step ahead of the bat-
ters? How can I adapt to con-
ditions and change my game

aspects with Morkel and my
bowling partners,” he added,
also acknowledging the sup-
port of Hardik Pandya with
the new ball.

Though India piled up a
massive total, Arshdeep said
the bowlers focus more on ex-
ecution than scoreboard pres-
sure. “We set our own stan-
dards as a bowling unit. Hav-
ing an extra cushion of runs
helps, but our aim is always
to raise our benchmark,” he
explained.

India next face two-time
champions West Indies crick-
et team in a virtual knockout
in Kolkata on March 1 for a
semifinal berth. Arshdeep not-
ed the Windies’ ability to
adapt after watching their
game against South Africa na-
tional cricket team.

Revealing a lighter mo-
ment, he shared that his fami-
ly was closely following the
match. “When West Indies
batters were hitting, my dad
kept reacting loudly. I told
him to relax and just enjoy the
game,” Arshdeep said, adding
that India’s focus remains on
playing quality cricket and
controlling their own destiny.

AFC Women’s Asian Cup: All
Set for Continental Showpiece

SYDNEY

Twelve clubs in the Indian
Super League (ISL) have
written to the All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) reject-
ing any proposal to include
Churchill Brothers FC Goa in
the ongoing 2025/26 season,
asserting that the league struc-
ture is “closed and final.”

The AIFF had circulated a
letter to clubs seeking their
views on the possible addition
of the Goa-based side, nearly
two weeks after the season
kicked off on February 14.
Within 24 hours, a majority of
the 14 participating clubs re-
sponded firmly against expan-
sion.

“It forms the basis of exist-
ing sporting, operational, fi-
nancial and contractual reli-
ance. No expansion or alter-
ation is acceptable at this
stage,” the clubs stated in
their joint communication. At
present, the ISL features 14
teams, and the inclusion of
Churchill Brothers would in-
crease the tally to 15.

The clubs argued that any
mid-season entry would com-
promise competitive integrity
and deviate from merit-based
participation. “Any ad-hoc
inclusion of a club outside a
recognised sporting pathway
is inconsistent with mer-
it-based participation and un-
dermines competitive integri-
ty,” the letter added.

Almost three years after
Australia hosted the
FIFA Women’s World
Cup, the spotlight re-
turns Down Under as the
AFC Women’s Asian
Cup kicks off on Sunday
across Perth, Sydney and
Gold Coast. Twelve
teams will battle over 27
matches to decide the
continental champions
and secure qualification
pathways for the 2027

Though injuries to key
players pose challenges,
India’s qualification it-
self signals progress for
a side once removed
from FIFA rankings due
to inactivity.

India open their cam-
paign on March 4
against Vietnam, fol-
lowed by a stern test
against two-time cham-
pions Japan women’s
national football team,
ranked eighth in the
world and boasting sev-

World Cup and the 2028  eral Europe-based play-
Los Angeles ers.
Olympics. . Midfield-
For hosts Continental er Sangita
Australia,  gloryandWorld Basfore,
led by star Cup spots whose brace
go rward headline AFC in the quali-
am Kerr, fiers proved

Women’s Asian

this could ' ' decisive,
be the last ~ CupinAustralia.  summed up
opportunity the team’s
for a golden mindset: fo-

generation to win a ma-
jor title at home. The
Matildas, semifinalists at
the 2023 World Cup, re-
main strong contenders.

For India, it marks a
historic first qualifica-
tion on merit. Under
new head coach Amelia
Valverde, the team ar-
rives with belief and a
balanced squad blending
youth and experience.

cus on one game at a
time, beginning with
Vietnam. India, currently
ranked 67th, will also
face Chinese Taipei on
March 10. The stakes
are high. The top six
teams will qualify di-
rectly for the 2027
World Cup, while quar-
ter-finalists remain in
contention for Olympic
spots.
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