
KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said his 
campaign in West Bengal felt 
more like a spiritual journey 
than a political exercise, as he 
addressed voters on the final 
day of campaigning for the 
second and last phase of the 
state assembly polls.

In an audio message and an 
open letter to the people of 
the state, Modi expressed 
gratitude for the support he 
received during rallies and 
roadshows, and voiced confi-
dence that the BJP would 
form the next government.

“Despite addressing so 
many rallies amid the intense 
heat, I did not feel even the 
slightest fatigue during this 
election campaign in West 
Bengal. These rallies, these 
road shows... I felt as if I was 
on a pilgrimage,” he said.

The Prime Minister credit-
ed his energy to the devotion 
of people and blessings of 
Goddess Kali. “Whenever I 

went among the devotees of 
Maa Kali... Perhaps Maa Kali 
herself kept filling me with 
continuous energy,” he said.

Drawing a comparison with 
his earlier spiritual experience 
ahead of the Ram temple con-
secration in Ayodhya, he said 
he felt a similar sense of divine 
strength during the campaign.
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The Truth Speaks

India–NZ seal historic deal
NEW DELHI

India and New Zealand on 
M o n d a y  s i g n e d  t h e 
long-awaited Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA), marking a 
significant step in strengthen-
ing bilateral economic ties. 

The pact is set to come into 
force later this year after ratifi-
cation by New Zealand’s Par-
liament, while negotiations for 
the agreement had formally 
begun in March 2025 during 
the visit of New Zealand 
Prime Minister Christopher 
Luxon, who described it as a 
“once-in-a-generation” oppor-
tunity to expand trade, invest-
ment flows and labour mobil-
ity between the two countries.

Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal 
and New Zealand Trade Min-
ister Todd McClay signed the 
agreement, which is being 
described as one of India’s 
fastest concluded bilateral 
trade deals. Under the pact, 
New Zealand has committed 
to invest around $20 billion 
in India over the next 15 
years while easing trade bar-
riers and simplifying regula-
tory standards.

 More on page 11

NEW DELHI

As India is struggling with 
heatwave, Union Minister Jy-
otiraditya Scindia advised 
people to follow an age-old 
remedy of beating the heat by 
keeping an onion in pocket.

Scindia, while addressing a 
gathering at Pichhore-Shivpu-
ri in his Guna constituency, 
said that keeping an onion in 
pocket during peak summer 
helps in regulating 
body temperature. 

He even pulled out 
an onion from his pock-
et to back his statement.

"I don't use AC in my car or 
live in an air conditioned en-

vironment. I just keep 
an onion in my pocket 
a n d everything is 

f ine , "  he 
said.

"Keep an 
onion in 
y o u r 

pocket; nothing will happen 
even in 51-degree heat," he 
added. 

An elderly man present 

among the crowd also took 
out an onion from his pocket 
in a gesture of support for 
Scindia's statement.

I don’t use AC in my car or live in 
an air conditioned environment. I 

just keep an onion in my pocket 
and everything is fine.

—Jyotiraditya Scindia, Union Minister

Bengaluru too hot to handle
Bengaluru, historically celebrated for its mild ‘air-con-
ditioned’ climate, now increasingly relies on artificial 

cooling as temperatures soar. The IMD data indicate a 
1.5 degrees Celsius increase in minimum temperature 

during April-May, pushing households to use AC even at 
night. While Bengaluru’s maximum temperature hovers 

around 36 degrees Celsius, the Kalyana Karnataka 
region faces 42-44 degrees Celsius. Coastal regions, 
though below 40 degrees Celsius, suffer from high  

humidity and dehydration, making conditions harsher.

n �DUTY-FREE ACCESS: 100% of Indian exports gain 
duty-free access to New Zealand, boosting sectors like 
textiles, leather, gems, and engineering goods.

n �INVESTMENT COMMITMENT: New Zealand committed 
to $20 billion in investments in India over the next 15 years.

n �LABOUR MOBILITY & VISAS: Introduction of  
5,000 “Temporary Employment Entry Visas” for 
Indian professionals and a Working Holiday Visa 
program for 1,000 young Indians annually.

n �STUDENT & EDUCATION MOBILITY: Includes 
a dedicated annex for student mobility, facilitating 
easier, longer post-study work visas.

n �FAST-TRACK NEGOTIATION: Concluded in  
just nine months, it is considered one of India’s  
fastest negotiated trade deals.

n �SENSITIVE SECTOR PROTECTION: India has 
protected its domestic dairy and agricultural  
sectors from tariff reductions

FTA DETAILS

Rallies in Bengal were like 
pilgrimage: PM Modi

Despite addressing so many 
rallies amid the intense heat, I 
did not feel even the slightest 

fatigue during this election 
campaign in West Bengal. These 
rallies, these road shows... I felt 

as if I was on a pilgrimage.
—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Political break-up? Cong gets ‘talaq’ threat
BENGALURU

The Indian National Congress 
in Karnataka is facing an un-
precedented warning from 
sections of the Muslim com-
munity, with leaders invoking 
a symbolic “talaq” to signal a 
possible political break-up if 
grievances remain unad-
dressed.

The unrest has intensified 
following disciplinary action 
against minority MLCs and 

the removal of Naseer Ahmed 
as Political Secretary to the 
Chief Minister. What began as 
an internal party matter has 
now escalated into a broader 
political flashpoint, with lead-
ers across districts expressing 
dissatisfaction.

Several minority represen-
tatives have cautioned the 
party leadership against side-
lining Muslim voices, partic-
ularly in the backdrop of the 
Davanagere bypoll controver-

sy. They warned that contin-
ued action against minority 
leaders could trigger a back-
lash from voters who have 
traditionally supported the 
party.

“If leaders representing mi-
norities are insulted or target-
ed, the community will be 
forced to rethink its political 
relationship. This could be-
come a political ‘talaq’,” a 
senior leader said in Benga-
luru.

Iran blames 'excessive 
demands' of US for 

failure of peace talks
TEHRAN

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi blamed Wash-
ington for the failure of sec-
ond round of peace talks on 
Monday, after arriving in 
Russia for a meeting with 
President Vladimir Putin.

He said Washington's "exces-
sive demands" led to an im-
passe. Araghchi landed in 
Saint Petersburg in Russia on 
Monday to mark the final leg 
of a regional tour that also 
took him to Pakistan and 
Oman, focussing on bilateral 
ties and regional issues, in-
cluding the Iran-US conflict.

"The US approaches caused 
the previous round of negoti-
ations, despite progress, to 
fail to reach its goals because 
of the excessive demands," he  
told Iranian state media.

The statement comes after 
President Donald Trump can-
celled a planned trip by US 
negotiators Steve Witkoff and 
Jared Kushner saying that 
they will no longer be going 
to Pakistan for talks with Iran.

NCB launches 
‘Op WIPE’  

to curb online 
drug sales

BENGALURU

In a major push against the 
rising threat of online drug 
trafficking, the Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) has 
launched Operation WIPE 
(Web-based Illicit Activities 
Prevention & Enforcement) to 
prevent the misuse of digital 
platforms for the illegal sale 
of pharmaceutical drugs reg-
ulated under the NDPS Act.

The operation marks a shift 
towards proactive enforce-
ment, focusing on monitoring 
the surface web to detect and 
remove illegal drug listings 
before they lead to trafficking. 
It is supported by intelligence 
inputs from the International 
Narcotics Control Board’s 
SNOOP (Scanning Novel 
Opioids on Online Platforms) 
programme. The NCB said its 
technical teams will continue 
monitoring online platforms 
using advanced tools and in-
ternational intelligence inputs 
to detect emerging threats.

0% DUTY ON 100% EXPORTS

7 DEFECTED AAP MPS 
LISTED UNDER BJP IN RS

Saffron party’s strength in Upper House increases to 113, just 10 short of simple majority
NEW DELHI

In a transformative shift for 
the Upper House, Rajya 
Sabha Chairman CP Rad-
hakrishnan on Monday for-
mally accepted the merger of 
seven defected AAP MPs 
with the BJP.

The decision effectively 
decimates the AAP’s strength 
in the Rajya Sabha from 10 
members to just three, while 
propelling the BJP’s individ-
ual tally to a dominant 113.

The seven MPs — Raghav 
Chadha, Ashok Mittal, Har-
bhajan Singh,  Sandeep 
Pathak, Vikramjit Sahney, 
Swati Maliwal, and Rajinder 
Gupta — are now listed 
among the BJP lawmakers in 
the ‘Party Position in the Ra-
jya Sabha (as on April 24)’. 
Sanjay Singh, N D Gupta and 
Sant Balbir Singh are the 
three AAP MPs left in the 
party.

This comes even as AAP 
floor leader Sanjay Singh pe-
titioned Radhakrishnan on 
Sunday seeking the disquali-
fication of seven MPs citing 
the Tenth Schedule of the 
Constitution dealing with de-
fections.

But by reaching the sev-
en-member threshold, the 
group claims to fulfill the 
two-thirds requirement under 
the Tenth Schedule of the 
Constitution, a legal maneu-
ver designed to bypass dis-
qualification under the An-
ti-Defection Law.

The Chairman will now 
have to decide on the petition 

after a detailed hearing of 
both sides and give an order 
whether  the merger  as 
claimed by seven MPs is as 
per law.

The merger fundamentally 
alters the legislative math in 
the 245-member Rajya Sabha. 
With the addition of seven 
MPs, the BJP is now at 113, 
just 10 short of the majority 
mark of 123. 

With the broader NDA bloc 
reaching 149, including seven 
nominated and two indepen-
dent MPs, on its side with 
non-BJP parties accounting 
for 27 MPs — AIADMK five, 

JD(U) four, NCP four, TDP, 
Shiv Sena and UPPL (two 
each) and RPI(A), JD(S), 
AGP, NPP, MNF, RLD, RLM 
and PMK (one each), the gov-
ernment is significantly closer 
to a simple majority on its 
own.

The Opposition I.N.D.I.A. 
bloc has 75 MPs — Congress 
29, Trinamool Congress 13, 
DMK eight, Samajwadi Party 
four; RJD, CPI(M) and Na-
tional Conference (three 
each), JMM and Muslim 
League (two each) and 
NCP(SP), Shiv Sena (UBT), 
Kerala Congress (M), DMDK, 

MNM and Independent (one 
each). The AAP, which has 
come out of the bloc, also is 
part of the group in Parlia-
ment, taking the total to 78.

YSR Congress (seven), BJ-
D(six), BRS (three) and BSP 
(one) are unattached though 
the BJD has been cooperating 
with the Opposition. There is 
one vacancy in the Rajya 
Sabha.

In the elections to be held 
for vacancies arising in June 
and July, the NDA is expected 
to gain another five seats and 
could be inching towards two-
thirds mark of 163.

Raghav Chadha

Ashok Mittal

Harbhajan Singh

Sandeep Pathak

Vikramjit Sahney

Swati Maliwal

Rajinder Gupta

AAP LOST  7

LEFT WITH  3
Sanjay Singh

ND Gupta

Sant Balbir Singh

MERGER ALTERS LEGISLATIVE MATH






RS strength:                          245

BJP:                                           113

Simple majority:                    123 

Short of                                        10

NDA bloc:                                149 

Dinesh backs Cabinet shake-up, 
inclusion of senior MLAs

AAP to move court 
The AAP will move court if seven of its former MPs are 

not disqualified under the anti-defection law, Rajya 
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh said on Monday, after the Chair-

man of the Upper House accepted their merger with 
the BJP. Reacting to the decision, Singh said the seven 
MPs had submitted a letter seeking recognition of their 
merger with the BJP, which was accepted by the Chair. 

He alleged that the objections raised by the AAP, includ-
ing its demand for their disqualification under the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution, had not been considered. 

HUBBALLI

Opining that a Cabinet re-
shuffle has taken place as the 
government is nearing three 
yea rs ,  Hea l th  Min i s te r 
Dinesh Gundu Rao on Mon-
day stated that senior and 
experienced MLAs who are 
not in the Cabinet should 
also get a chance.

"There is an expectation of 
Cabinet reshuffle, but the party's 
high command and the chief 
minister will make a decision. 
Those who lose the ministerial 
berth should not feel it as an 
insult. All should be broad-
minded. There are several 
MLAs who have not yet got 
the opportunity," the Minister 
opined. 

“We are all loyal workers of 
the party, and we obey the 
high command's decision,” he 
noted.

Regarding the matter of 
power sharing, Dinesh said the 
ball is in the court of the high 

command, and nobody inter-
feres in that. There is no con-
fusion and it does not affect 
the functioning style of the 
government. We are all work-
ing together. Everybody in-
cluding MLAs, ministers, 
DCM and CM will accept 
what the high command says, 
Dinesh said.

Reshuffle row intensifies

A cabinet reshuffle row has 
intensified in the state as se-
nior Congress MLAs demand 

a shake-up after three years of 
government, putting pressure 
on Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and the Congress high 
command. 
   MLAs are demanding a cab-
inet revamp to accommodate 
experienced members, with 
over 25 legislators reportedly 
visiting Delhi to lobby for po-
sitions.

This ongoing unrest is seen 
as a major challenge for the 
Karnataka Congress leadership, 
which is trying to manage the 
conflicting demands of senior 
leaders and newer MLAs.

The Health Minister 
supports the reshuffle 
as government nears 

three years, saying senior 
MLAs who haven't yet 

received an opportunity 
should be included, but 
high command will take 

a call on it.

‘Historic shift’: Ladakh gets 5 new dists
SRINAGAR

Ahead of Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah’s two-day 
visit to Ladakh from April 30, 
the Union Territory (UT) ad-
ministration on Monday ap-
proved the creation of five 
new districts, a move framed 
as administrative reform 
but unfolding amid ongo-
ing negotiations over po-
litical safeguards.

Ladakh Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena announced the 
decision in a post on 

X, calling it a “historic step” 
aimed at taking governance 
closer to people in remote ar-
eas and improving adminis-
trative efficiency in the vast 
region.

“A historic day for Lada-
kh. I have approved the no-
tification for creation of five 

new districts in Ladakh, 
fulfilling the aspirations 
and long pending de-
mand of the people of 

Ladakh," he said in a 
post on X.

The proposed 
districts—Zanskar 

and Drass in Kargil region, and 
Sham, Nubra and Changthang in 
Leh—will increase the total 
number of districts in Ladakh 
from two to seven.

Zanskar & Drass  
in Kargil

Sham, Nubra & 
Changthang in Leh
No. of districts rose 

 to 7 from 2 

NEW DISTRICTS
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ISRO to open astronaut cadre to civilians, 4 slots in next batch
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
In a significant shift in India’s 
human spaceflight programme, 
Indian Space Research Organ-
isation (ISRO) is set to open its 
astronaut cadre to civilians for 
the first time, with four of the 
ten slots in the upcoming sec-
ond batch expected to be filled 
by specialists from non-mili-
tary backgrounds.The move 
marks a transition from the ini-
tial phase of the Gaganyaan 
mission, where the focus was 
primarily on ensuring safe 
crewed flights using experi-

enced military test pilots. The 
first batch of astronauts—Air 
Commodore Prashanth B Nair, 
Group Captain Shubhanshu 
Shukla, Group Captain Ajit 

Krishnan, and Group Captain 
Angad Prathap—were all 
drawn from the Indian Air 
Force’s elite test pilot pool.Ac-
cording to sources, ISRO’s as-

tronaut selection and manage-
ment committee has recom-
mended that the second batch 
include six mission pilots from 
military aviation backgrounds 
and four civilian experts from 
Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics (STEM) 
fields. The inclusion of civil-
ians reflects ISRO’s long-term 
vision of building a diverse and 
sustainable astronaut corps ca-
pable of supporting scientific 
missions and future space sta-
tion operations.While civilians 
will be inducted in the second 
batch, they are expected to be-

gin flying only from the fourth 
crewed Gaganyaan mission. 
This phased approach aligns 
with global practices, where 
space agencies initially rely on 
military-trained astronauts until 
technologies mature and mis-
sion risks are reduced.The ex-
pansion of the astronaut pool is 
also linked to increasing mis-
sion frequency. The committee 
initially estimated a require-
ment of seven astronauts for 
operational needs but later 
raised the number to ten, fac-
toring in potential internation-
al collaborations and attrition.

OPPORTUNITY FOR CIVILIANS
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KEA releases CET 2026 
answer key, invites 

objections till April 30

Laptop worth Rs 59,000 
stolen from locked 

house in Ashok Nagar

Six minors riding one 
scooter sparks outrage 
after viral photo in city

Bengaluru
The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) has 
published the answer key 

for the 2026 Common 
Entrance Test (CET) on 

its official website, allow-
ing candidates to review 
their responses. The CET 
exam was conducted on 

April 23 and 24 across 
the state. KEA has invited 
objections, if any, to the 
published key answers, 

with the deadline set for 
April 30. Candidates can 

submit objections 
through the online link 
provided by KEA. Offi-

cials have instructed ap-
plicants to mention ac-
curate details such as 
question number and 

version code while raising 
objections. KEA clarified 
that objections with in-

complete information will 
not be considered, and 

the final decision of sub-
ject experts will be bind-

ing.

Bengaluru
A 41-year-old woman has 
lodged a complaint with 
Ashok Nagar police after 
her HP laptop worth Rs 
59,000 was allegedly 
stolen from her locked 

house on Anthony Nich-
ols Street. According to 
the complaint, the inci-
dent occurred after the 
family left home. The 

woman said she locked 
the house around 10.15 
am before leaving for 

work. About an hour later, 
her younger son returned 

and found the laptop, 
purchased for his elder 

brother’s studies, missing 
along with its bag. After 

failing to locate it, the 
family suspected theft. 
Police have registered a 
case under BNS Section 
305 and are examining 

CCTV footage.

Bengaluru
A photo showing six minors 

riding a single scooter on 
Padarayanapura main road 

has triggered outrage on 
social media, raising con-
cerns over safety and pa-
rental negligence. The im-

age, reportedly captured by 
a biker, was shared on X 

and quickly went viral. Neti-
zens criticised parents for 

allowing underage children 
to ride vehicles, calling for 
strict action against those 

responsible. The incident is 
said to have occurred 

around 10:45 am on April 
26 near an auto gas station 
in Gouripalya. The scooter 

reportedly bore registration 
number KA05-JZ-9065. 

Authorities are expected 
to look into the matter 

following public outrage.

RCB vs GT match scare as 240 CCTV 
cameras switched off at Chinnaswamy

Two staff disable CCTV systems before match, police restore within minutes
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
wA major security scare was 
averted at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium ahead of the 
IPL clash between Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru and 
Gujarat Titans after nearly 
240 CCTV cameras inside the 
venue were deliberately 
switched off hours before the 
match.The incident occurred 
on Friday, with the game 
scheduled for 7:30 pm. Ac-
cording to police, the CCTV 
network was disrupted around 
11:30 am, affecting surveil-
lance coverage at entry gates, 
surrounding zones, and key 
spectator areas including the 
D Corporate stands. The sud-
den outage raised immediate 
security concerns given the 

scale of the event and expect-
ed crowd turnout.Investiga-
tions revealed that two indi-
viduals, identified as Manju-
nath and Abdul Kalam, were 
responsible for disabling the 
system. Both were employees 
of IVS Digital Solutions, a 

subcontracted firm tasked 
with installing CCTV and ca-
bling infrastructure at the sta-
dium.Police saidthe accused 
allegedly entered the premises 
using a deactivated access 
card and gained unauthorised 
entry into the CCTV server 

room. Once inside, they 
switched off the surveillance 
system. The disruption was 
quickly detected as the cam-
eras were also being moni-
tored from the police control 
room.Officials immediately 
alerted Central Division Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police 
Akshay, following which 
emergency measures were ini-
tiated. Police teams acted 
swiftly to restore the system, 
bringing all cameras back on-
line within 20 minutes. By 
match time, full surveillance 
coverage had been reinstated, 
ensuring there was no com-
promise to public safety.A 
case has been registered at 
Cubbon Park Police Station, 
and the accused have been de-
tained for questioning. Pre-

liminary inquiries suggest that 
the act may have been trig-
gered by salary-related griev-
ances, with reports indicating 
the staff were upset over un-
paid wages.Further investiga-
tion revealed that another em-
ployee, Srinivas, was also 
linked to complaints regard-
ing pending payments. Police 
said all individuals involved 
are working professionals 
who had come to Bengaluru 
for employment.Authorities 
have issued notices to the ac-
cused and are continuing their 
probe into the incident. De-
spite the alarming lapse, the 
swift police response ensured 
that the high-profile IPL 
match proceeded smoothly 
with full security arrange-
ments in place.

‘Bumper gift’ likely for DKS 
by May 15: MLA Ranganath

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Amid renewed speculation 
over leadership changes in the 
state Congress, Kunigal MLA 
Dr Ranganath has hinted that 
Deputy Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar may receive a 
“bumper gift” from the party 
high command, possibly 
around his birthday on May 
15.Speaking to reporters, Ran-
ganath expressed confidence 
that Shivakumar would soon 
be entrusted with a “good po-
sition,” fuelling fresh discus-
sions about a possible change 
in the Chief Minister’s post. 
“We must do our work sin-
cerely and leave the results to 
God. DK Shivakumar is work-
ing with full commitment for 
the party, and we believe he 
will be rewarded appropriate-
ly,” he said.Ranganath’s re-
marks have reignited debate 
over the widely discussed 
power-sharing arrangement 
within the Congress leadership 
in Karnataka. While he 
stopped short of confirming 

any formal agreement, he ac-
knowledged that such a per-
ception exists among party 
workers and the public. “There 
is a belief that an agreement 
exists, but the high command 
must clarify its nature and re-
move confusion,” he 
noted.Adding in-
trigue, the MLA sug-
gested that significant 
developments could 
unfold soon. “May 15 
is his birthday. We 
hope he receives 
some good or ‘sweet’ 
news by then,” he said, 
sparking speculation across 
political circles.At the same 
time, Ranganath praised Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah for 
providing stable governance, 
while reiterating that many in 
the party wish to see Shivaku-
mar assume the top post in the 
future. “Whatever decision the 
high command takes, we will 
abide by it. The right time will 
come for everything,” he add-
ed, quoting a philosophical 
line to underline patience.

He also dismissed allega-
tions made by Union Minister 
HD Kumaraswamy regarding 
the health of former minister 
D Sudhakar, stating that there 
was no attempt to hide infor-
mation. Ranganath clarified 

that Sudhakar had 
been undergoing 
treatment for com-
plications related to 
a long-standing con-
dition and required 
medical interven-
tion.In a related de-
velopment, Ranga-
nath hinted at inter-

nal discussions on a possible 
cabinet reshuffle. He said 
some party leaders have al-
ready visited Delhi to meet the 
high command, while another 
delegation is expected to fol-
low soon.The comments come 
at a time when political activ-
ity within the Congress ap-
pears to be intensifying, with 
multiple signals pointing to-
ward possible organisational 
or leadership changes in the 
near future.

AIR HOSTESS ASPIRANT 
ALLEGES STALKING, 

HARASSMENT; THREE 
DETAINED IN BAGALUR

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A 20-year-old air hostess as-
pirant has filed a complaint 
alleging persistent stalking 
and harassment by three men 
during her daily commute 
near Bagalur, prompting po-
lice to detain the accused.

According to the com-
plaint, the student, who is 
undergoing training at a pri-
vate college in east Bengalu-
ru, was repeatedly followed 
by the accused—residents of 
her village—while she trav-
elled between her home and 
the bus stop. She alleged that 
the trio, led by a 22-year-old 
man, would tail her on a 
scooter, pass lewd remarks 
and intimidate her on a regu-
lar basis.The harassment re-
portedly escalated on April 
19 when the accused made 
objectionable comments, 
leaving the student distressed 
and fearful of stepping out 
alone. She later informed her 

mother about the incidents.
On April 23, the situation 
took a serious turn. After 
missing her usual bus around 
9 am, the student began 
walking back home after 
speaking to her father. 
During this time, the accused 
allegedly approached her 
from behind on a scooter and 
struck her on the back.

Shocked and humiliated, 
she rushed home and narrat-
ed the incident to her family, 
who supported her in ap-
proaching the police. A case 
was subsequently registered 
at the Bagalur Police Station 
under relevant provisions of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
including Sections 74 (as-
sault or use of criminal force 
against a woman with intent 
to outrage her modesty) and 
75 (sexual harassment).

Police officials confirmed 
that the accused have been 
detained and are being ques-
tioned. 

550 ex-servicemen to guard prisons 
after repeated security lapses

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

In response to a series of se-
curity breaches, the Karnata-
ka government has approved 
the deployment of  550 
ex-servicemen as prison 
guards to strengthen surveil-
lance and discipline across 
correctional facilities.

The move follows multi-
ple incidents, including a 
terror suspect allegedly ac-
cessing a mobile phone in-
side jail and viral videos 
showing inmates partying 
within Bengaluru Central 
Prison. Officials said the de-
cision aims to plug critical 
gaps in prison security and 
restore order.

Alok Kumar, Director 
General of Police (Prisons), 
has written to the State 
Ex-Servicemen Welfare So-
ciety to initiate the recruit-
ment process. The arrange-
ment, estimated to cost 
around Rs 20 crore annually, 

is expected to be temporary 
until more than 1,200 vacant 
jail warden posts are filled.

Au tho r i t i e s  s a id  t he 
ex-servicemen will be stra-
tegically deployed in vulner-
able areas, particularly near 
prison perimeters where 
contraband such as mobile 
phones and drugs have re-
portedly been smuggled by 
being thrown over com-
pound walls. Investigations 
into recent breaches re-
vealed that such activities 

were more common in zones 
with limited guard presence.

The recruitment will be 
carried out on a contract ba-
sis, with the finance depart-
ment granting exemption 
under Rule 4(g) of the Kar-
nataka Transparency in Pub-
lic Procurements (KTPP) 
Act, allowing the process to 
bypass conventional tender-
ing.Applicants must be be-
low 45 years of age, meet 
strict physical fitness stan-
dards, and complete a 3 km 

run within 20 minutes. They 
must also have a clean re-
cord with no criminal back-
ground.Kumar said the se-
lected personnel would un-
dergo specific training be-
fore deployment. He added 
that they would be assigned 
roles that minimise direct 
interaction with inmates, fo-
cusing instead on surveil-
lance and perimeter security.

Sources indicated that 455 
ex-servicemen will be post-
ed across seven central pris-
ons, including about 250 at 
Parappana Agrahara Central 
Prison in Bengaluru. The re-
maining personnel will be 
deployed across eight dis-
trict prisons in the state.

The prison department 
plans to assess the effective-
ness of this measure and 
submit a report to the gov-
ernment, which will deter-
mine whether the arrange-
ment should be extended or 
modified in the future.

25-year-old techie dies 
after sudden brain 

stroke, family in shock
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A 25-year-old tech profes-
sional from Hassan district 
died after suffering a sudden 
brain stroke while speaking 
with her mother, leaving her 
family and community in 
shock.

The deceased, Shweta, had 
returned home from work on 
April 25 and was reportedly 
smiling and chatting with her 
mother when she suddenly 
collapsed. Family members 
said she became unresponsive 
and lost her ability to speak 
within moments.

She was rushed to a hospi-
tal and later shifted to Benga-
luru for advanced treatment. 
By the time she was admitted, 
doctors said she had slipped 
into a coma due to severe 
brain damage. Despite efforts 
by medical teams, she did not 
regain consciousness.

Amid their grief, Shweta’s 
parents initially decided to 
donate her organs after being 

informed that her brain func-
tion had failed. However, 
doctors later said organ dona-
tion could not be carried out. 
She passed away on Sunday 
morning without responding 
to treatment.

Her body has since been 
shifted to her hometown in 
Hassan for final rites. The in-
cident has left her parents 
devastated, as she was their 
only daughter.

The case has also triggered 
concern among locals, com-
ing in the wake of recent re-
ports of sudden health emer-
gencies among young people 
in the region. While Shweta 
was said to be healthy with no 
known medical history, her 
sudden death due to a brain 
stroke has raised anxiety.

Doctors note that such inci-
dents, though rare, can occur 
due to underlying conditions 
that may go undetected, high-
lighting the importance of 
regular health check-ups even 
among young individuals.

Man posing as Infosys executive 
dupes restaurateur of Rs 3 crore

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A Mysuru-based restaurateur 
has alleged that he was duped 
of over Rs 3 crore in a land 
scam by a man who posed as 
an executive of Infosys and 
convinced him to invest in a 
purported land deal in Atti-
be l e .The  compla inan t , 
Bharath CS (32), told police 
that he was introduced in ear-
ly 2025 to the accused, Ga-
gandeep alias Gangan N Deep 

(31), a resident of Chikka-
ballapur, through a mutual 
contact. The meeting report-
edly took place during a visit 
to the Assistant Commission-
er’s office.According to the 
compla in t ,  Gagandeep 
claimed to be a regional head 
in Infosys’s corporate social 
responsibi l i ty  divis ion. 
Bharath said he cross-verified 
the claim through a relative of 
a state minister, which made 
the offer appear credible.

Woman faces 
smear campaign 
after Lokayukta 

complaint in 
Basavanagar

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A Bengaluru woman has al-
leged a coordinated smear 
campaign against her after 
she filed a complaint with the 
Karnataka Lokayukta, with 
over 50 defamatory banners 
appearing across Basavana-
gar.The complainant, Sathya-
vani, a GBA ticket aspirant 
residing in Talacauvery Lay-
out, had earlier approached 
authorities alleging encroach-
ment of a rajakaluve (storm-
water drain) in Vibhutipura. 
She had also taken up the is-
sue of illegal banner installa-
tions in the locality, leading 
to their removal.However, 
soon after her actions, un-
identified individuals alleged-
ly erected dozens of banners 
targeting her. The posters, 
displayed across Basavanagar 
and surrounding areas, con-
tain serious allegations, ac-
cusing her of cheating people, 
collecting money fraudulent-
ly, and making false promis-
es, including offering jobs in 
reputed companies.Some 
banners also claim that she 
has been obstructing con-
struction activities in the area. 
Residents expressed concern 
over the scale and nature of 
the campaign, which has 
raised questions about intim-
idation tactics against civic 
complainants.

Sathyavani has alleged that 
the harassment is directly 
linked to her complaint on 
encroachment and her efforts 
to address civic violations. 
Despite CCTV footage re-
portedly capturing individuals 
installing the banners, she 
claimed that no significant 
action has been taken so far.

She has since filed a formal 
complaint at the HAL Police 
Station, seeking action 
against those responsible. 
However, she has accused the 
police of delayed response 
and inaction despite the seri-
ousness of the matter.

In addition, Sathyavani has 
filed another complaint with 
the Lokayukta against the 
GBA Commissioner, ques-
tioning the handling of her 
earlier grievances.
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Special classes  
to help failing 

students improve

Thumbe dam  
level drops, water 
rationing begins

Vande Bharat link  
may boost coastal 

travel soon

Mangaluru
The Karnataka Depart-

ment of School Education 
has allowed Pre-Universi-
ty colleges to conduct ex-

tra classes and training 
for students who failed 

first and second year ex-
ams in 2026. The decision 
aims to help students im-

prove their results. Offi-
cials said classes can be 
held in April and May, but 
attendance must be vol-

untary. Colleges must 
take consent from stu-

dents and parents before 
conducting sessions. Au-

thorities warned that 
strict action will be taken 
if any college forces stu-

dents to attend. The 
move follows a meeting 
between college man-

agement representatives 
and department officials 
in Bengaluru to address 

student concerns and ac-
ademic support needs.

Mangaluru
Water levels at the 

Thumbe dam, a key 
source of drinking water 

for Mangaluru, have 
dropped to 4.47 metres, 

the lowest in seven years, 
due to intense summer 

heat and poor rainfall. Au-
thorities announced water 
supply on alternate days 
starting May 1. Officials 
said reduced pre-mon-

soon rains and rising de-
mand have worsened the 
situation. The city needs 
about 160 million litres 

daily, raising concerns over 
supply. Other reservoirs 

may ease pressure slight-
ly. With monsoon expect-

ed soon, residents are 
urged to use water care-

fully and avoid wastage to 
prevent a severe crisis in 

coming weeks.

Mangaluru
The Bengaluru–Mangalu-

ru–Madgaon Vande 
Bharat train service is like-

ly to begin before the 
monsoon, bringing faster 

rail travel to Karnataka 
and Goa. Officials said 

electrification of the route 
is complete and trial runs 

may start before June. 
Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw confirmed that 

the service will be 
launched soon. The train 
is expected to cut travel 

time, though speed limits 
remain in the ghat section 
between Sakleshpur and 

Subrahmanya. Final stops 
are not yet fixed, but a 

halt in Mangaluru is wide-
ly expected. Leaders from 
the region are pushing for 
inclusion of coastal sta-

tions in the route.

Late fire response sparks fury in Udupi
UDUPI

A massive fire tore through a 
commercial complex near the 
City Bus Stand, leaving local 
business owners in ruins and 
the public fuming over a de-
layed emergency response. The 
blaze targeted mobile retail 
shops, destroying stock worth 
crores of rupees and wiping 
out the primary livelihoods of 
several local families.

The source of the communi-
ty’s outrage lies in the timing 
of the rescue. Although the fire 
station in Kinnimulki is located 
less than two kilometers from 
the scene, witnesses claim it 
took firefighters nearly for-
ty-five minutes to arrive. Trad-
ers argue that this nearly hour-
long wait allowed the small 
flames to transform into an 

uncontrollable inferno. “This 
negligence cannot be repeat-
ed,” stated Vivek G. Suvarna, 
president of the Udupi Mobile 
Retail Association, who is now 
demanding a high-level inves-
tigation into the lapse.

Groups like the Solidarity 
Youth Movement have joined 
the call for justice, urging the 
district administration to pro-
vide immediate compensation 
to the distressed shopkeepers. 
The incident has exposed seri-
ous gaps in the city’s safety 
protocols. Critics are now 

pointing out that many com-
mercial buildings lack proper 
fire equipment or even acces-
sible roads for emergency  
vehicles.

In the wake of the tragedy, 
the public is calling for manda-
tory fire safety training and the 
modernization of the fire de-
partment’s technology. As the 
smoke clears, the focus re-
mains on holding officials ac-
countable to ensure that a short 
distance never again results in 
such a long and costly wait for 
help.

FIRE SAFETY SYSTEM FAIL

High SSLC scores spark 
political war of words

Education officials and political leaders are clashing over 
allegations of mass cheating following record-breaking 

SSLC examination results this year.
SHIVAMOGGA 

A heated debate has erupted 
over the recent record-break-
ing SSLC examination re-
sults. While some political 
leaders have attributed the 
high success rate to wide-
spread cheating, local offi-
cials are standing firm, call-
ing these claims baseless and 
hurtful to the hardworking 
students of our state.

Critics, including former 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai and MLA H. Vish-
wanath, recently alleged that 
the historic scores were only 
possible because students 
were allowed to copy. How-
ever, during a press confer-

ence, supporters of the edu-
cation department hit back. 
They argued that the success 
is the fruit of tireless labor by 
teachers, parents, and the 
children themselves. It was 
noted that such cynical com-
ments from veteran leaders 
only serve to damage the mo-
rale of young learners who 
have studied hard for their 
future.

The government is moving 
forward with positive re-
forms despite the noise. For 
the first time in history, state 
schools are actively advertis-
ing to attract new students. 
Furthermore, a massive re-
cruitment drive is on the 
horizon. The cabinet has de-

cided to fill 56,000 govern-
ment positions and 5,800 
posts in aided schools,  
ensuring that social justice  
is maintained while follow-
ing court guidelines on  
reservations.

To keep students grounded 
and informed, schools have 
even started a new morning 
tradition like reading import-
ant daily news together. This 
initiative aims to connect 
children with the world 
around them. Officials urged 
critics to stop playing politics 
with education and instead 
celebrate the progress of our 
schools, which are finally 
prioritizing growth and trans-
parency for every child.

Urgent action demanded after 
devastating district storm

SHIVAMOGGA 

Life in Shivamogga came to a 
standstill following a violent 
downpour that ravaged the 
district. Violent winds and 
heavy rain destroyed crops 
and snapped power lines, 
prompting local leaders to de-
mand immediate government 
intervention to assist the 
struggling residents.

Leading the charge, MP 
B.Y. Raghavendra met with 
district officials today to sub-
mit an urgent appeal. The 
storm dealt a crushing blow to 
the farming community, par-
ticularly those growing areca 
nuts. Hundreds of trees were 
uprooted, representing an ir-
reparable financial loss for 
local families. In rural pock-
ets like Hanumantapur and 
Mallapur, the scene was even 
more dire; roofs were torn off 
houses, leaving families ex-
posed to the elements.

Public safety is currently 

the biggest concern. Fallen 
electric poles have left several 
areas in total darkness for 
over twelve hours, creating a 
life-threatening environment 
for both people and livestock. 
The MP has urged Mescom 
crews to work on a war foot-
ing to restore electricity and 
cleared fallen trees that are 
blocking major roads.

The district administration 
has been asked to conduct an 

immediate survey to calculate 
crop and property damage. 
Leaders warned that if com-
pensation and temporary 
housing for the poor are not 
provided quickly, large-scale 
protests will follow. For now, 
the community waits in the 
dark, hoping for a swift re-
sponse to rebuild their broken 
homes and livelihoods after 
one of the most destructive 
storms in recent memory.

Passengers help woman  
deliver baby on train

Fellow passengers successfully helped a woman deliver her baby on a 
train after medical help failed to arrive promptly.

MANGALURU

In a heartwarming display of 
humanity, a pregnant woman 
gave birth on a train with the 
help of fellow passengers af-
ter medical help failed to ar-
rive in time. The incident oc-
curred on a train traveling 
from Mangaluru to Mysuru, 
which had to make an emer-
gency stop at the B.C. Road 
station in Bantwal after the 
woman went into active labor.

As soon as the train halted, 
officials called for medical 
assistance. However, tension 
grew as more than thirty min-
utes passed without a doctor 
reaching the platform. With 
the situation becoming criti-
cal, two brave women passen-
gers stepped forward to help. 
Turning the toilet area of the 
train coach into a makeshift 

delivery room, the co-travel-
lers successfully assisted the 
woman in giving birth.

Once the delivery was com-
plete, railway personnel 
quickly coordinated to trans-
port the mother and her new-
born to the Government Lady 
Goschen Hospital in Mangal-
uru. Hospital staff have since 
confirmed that both the moth-
er, who is a resident of Mysu-
ru, and her baby are in stable 
condition and doing well.

While the story ended hap-
pily thanks to the quick think-
ing of strangers, the delay in 
professional medical response 
has raised questions. Railway 
authorities have remained si-
lent regarding why a doctor 
was unable to reach the sta-
tion during the half-hour wait. 
For now, the passengers are 
being hailed as heroes for en-
suring that a journey meant 
for home ended with the safe 
arrival of a new life.

Tragedy strikes  
on day of 

housewarming feast
BANTWAL

A cloud of profound grief set-
tled over Sajipa Munnur vil-
lage as a respected young 
scholar passed away on the 
very day he was set to cele-
brate his new home. Ameer 
Arshadi, a thirty-six-year-old 
religious leader, died of a sud-
den heart attack just hours 
before his guests were sched-
uled to arrive for a house-
warming feast.

Arshadi had served as a 
dedicated Khateeb at the local 
mosque for five years, earn-
ing a reputation as an inspir-
ing speaker who motivated 
the youth and brought posi-
tive change to his community. 
Though he had recently been 
receiving treatment for a kid-
ney illness, his death came as 
a total shock.

The tragedy unfolded when 
Arshadi complained of sharp 
chest pain. Family members 
rushed him to a private hospi-
tal and later to a facility in 
Mangaluru, but sadly, he could 
not be saved. Instead of the 
laughter and joy expected at 
the newly built house in Alam-
pady-Koppala, the residence is 
now filled with mourners.

Arshadi leaves behind his 
grieving parents, wife, and 
two young children. His ad-
mirers remember him as a 
man of great faith and kind-
ness who worked tirelessly 
for religious awareness. The 
feast that was meant to mark 
a fresh beginning has instead 
become a gathering of a 
heartbroken community say-
ing a final goodbye to a be-
loved leader.

Forest officer narrowly 
escapes death from tree
UDUPI

A terrifying accident nearly 
turned fatal in Havanje village 
when a massive roadside tree 
crashed onto a moving car. 
Devaraj, a local forest depart-
ment officer, managed to sur-
vive the incident without a 
single injury, though his vehi-
cle was not as fortunate.

The close call happened at 
Golikatte while Devaraj was 
driving to work. As he passed 
a busy stretch of the main 
road, the giant tree suddenly 
gave way, collapsing directly 
onto his car. The impact was 
violent, completely crushing 
the rear section of the vehicle. 
Witnesses were shocked to 
see Devaraj emerge from the 
wreckage unharmed, a feat 
many are calling a miraculous 
escape.

The timing of the collapse 
has sparked serious concern 
among local residents. The 
tree fell right next to a public 
bus stop, an area that is usual-

ly crowded with commuters 
and students during the morn-
ing rush hour. Had the tree 
veered just a few feet in either 
direction, it likely would have 
flattened the bus shelter or hit 
several other passing vehicles, 
potentially leading to a high 
number of casualties.

Local authorities are now 
under pressure to inspect oth-
er aging trees along the dis-
trict's main roads to prevent a 
repeat of today’s near-disas-
ter. While Devaraj is back 
home safe, the sight of his 
mangled car serves as a grim 
reminder of how quickly a 
routine morning commute can 
turn into a fight for survival. 
Public safety officials are 
urged to act before luck runs 
out.

Police catch thief in 
temple donation case

UDUPI

Devotees in Kadthala village can finally breathe a sigh of re-
lief as local police have apprehended a man responsible for a 
series of thefts at a revered local temple. The arrest follows an 
investigation into a break-in at the Bharbhareshwara Durga-
parameshwari Temple, where sacred donation boxes were 
targeted.

The accused, 35-year-old Raghavendra V.K. from Varanga 
village, was taken into custody by the Ajekar police. Accord-
ing to authorities, the thief broke the locks on multiple dona-
tion boxes dedicated to Bharbhareshwara, Kodamaniththaya, 
and Nagadevara. While the amount of cash stolen was rela-
tively small, around Rs 1,000. The act of desecrating a place 
of worship had deeply upset the community.

Police acted swiftly, recovering the stolen money along with 
a motorcycle worth Rs 25,000, a mobile phone, and an iron 
spanner used to force open the locks. The recovery of these 
items provides strong evidence against the suspect. While one 
man is currently in custody, officials are continuing their in-
vestigation to determine if any accomplices were involved in 
the crime. For now, the arrest serves as a stern warning that 
even small-scale thefts from community spaces will not be 
ignored by the law.

Police seize thirteen 
lorries for illegal sand

UDUPI

In a major crackdown against 
the "sand mafia," Udupi po-
lice conducted a massive dis-
trict-wide operation, seizing 
thirteen lorries involved in 
illegal transportation and 
overloading. The sting opera-
tion, aimed at curbing the de-
pletion of local natural re-
sources, targeted key routes 
and check-posts where viola-
tors frequently bypass strict 
environmental regulations.

Acting on direct orders 
from the Deputy Commis-
sioner, teams from various 
local police stations and traf-
fic departments fanned out 
across the district to inspect 
heavy vehicles. During the 
surprise checks, officers dis-
covered thirteen trucks carry-
ing sand far beyond the legal 
weight limits. Many of these 

vehicles were also found to be 
operating without valid per-
mits or the necessary licens-
ing documents required for 
transporting minerals.

The seized lorries have 
since been handed over to the 
Department of Mines and Ge-
ology. Authorities confirmed 
that the vehicle owners will 
face heavy fines and legal 
proceedings under strict min-
ing laws. Beyond the seizures, 
police issued stern warnings 
to drivers and transport com-
panies, emphasizing that en-
vironmental laws are not op-
tional and that overloading 
poses a serious risk to road 
safety and infrastructure.

BJP women protest against defeat of bill
MANGALURU

Tensions flared in the city as 
activists from the BJP Mahila 
Morcha took to the streets in a 
protest march. The group is tar-
geting the Congress party fol-
lowing the recent defeat of the 
Constitution (131st Amend-
ment) Bill in Parliament, a 
move they claim blocks prog-
ress for women across India.

The protest, organized as a 
“padayatra,” began at the BJP 
office at PVS Junction. Doz-
ens of women marched 
through the city, eventually 
gathering in front of the Man-
galuru City Corporation. 
Leading the protest, unit pres-
ident Poornima Rao praised 
the BJP’s record on empower-
ment, citing the appointment 
of President Draupadi Murmu 
as a key milestone. She ar-
gued that the new Bill was 
designed to ensure more 

women could serve as MLAs 
and MPs, helping to balance 
leadership in government.

Rao lashed out at the oppo-
sition, alleging that Congress 
worked to defeat the Bill be-
cause they do not want to see 
women in positions of power. 
“The BJP will continue to 
push for the reintroduction of 
this Bill,” she stated, warning 
that a much larger agitation 
would follow if the govern-
ment does not act quickly.

Local leaders, including 
MLA D. Vedavyas Kamath 
and MLC Kishore Kumar 
Puttur, joined the activists to 
show their support. While 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
has previously questioned the 
BJP’s own speed in imple-
menting such reforms, the 
protesters today made it clear 
that they view the current po-
litical setback as a direct at-
tack on their rights and future 
representation.

Interstate burglar caught 
for Padavari gold theft

BYNDOOR

In a major breakthrough, 
Byndoor police have arrested 
a notorious interstate burglar 
linked to a high-profile gold 
theft in Padavari village. The 
suspect, identified as Umesh 
Balegar Mallaru, was 
apprehended follow-
ing a targeted investi-
gation into a daytime 
robbery at the home 
of local resident Gu-
rukiran Patwal.

The thief had struck 
while the house was empty, 
breaking through the front 
door and looting gold orna-
ments from a cupboard. 
During a intense interroga-
tion, Mallaru confessed that 
he had already melted the sto-
len jewelry into solid gold 
bars to avoid detection. He 

had hidden the stash in Mad-
urai, Tamil Nadu, hoping to 
sell it off quietly. Acting 
quickly on this tip, a police 
team traveled to Madurai and 
successfully recovered 22 
grams of gold bars, valued at 
approximately 2.81 lac.

Mallaru is far from 
a first-time offender, 
he is a seasoned crim-
inal with a staggering 
record. Police re-
vealed that he is a 
suspect in 36 differ-
ent cases across Kar-

nataka, Kerala, and Tamil 
Nadu. He has already been 
convicted in eight of those 
cases, while 23 others are 
still being investigated by 
various departments. His 
crimes span from coastal 
Malpe to the hilly regions of 
Chikkamagaluru.
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District governor highlights Rotary service legacy
HUNSUR

 
The Rotary Club, a global 
network of professionals and 
entrepreneurs, continues to 
serve society with dedication 
and has completed 121 years 
of international service, said 
Rotary District Governor P.K. 
Ramakrishna during an offi-
cial programme held in Hun-
sur.

The event was organised at 
the Rotary Bhavan on 25–26 
April, where achievers from 
various fields were honoured 
for their contributions to soci-
ety. The governor said the or-

ganisation, founded by Paul 
Harris in 1905, works with a 
mission of service in areas 
such as health, education, 

cleanliness, peace, and envi-
ronmental protection.

He said Rotary has played a 
major role in global initiatives 

like polio eradication, clean 
drinking water projects, and 
support for Anganwadi devel-
opment. He added that recog-
nising and honouring social 
achievers is an important part 
of Rotary’s service tradition.

Assistant Governor Raje-
gowda Tirumalapur said the 
organisation works closely 
with communities and sup-
ports women’s self-reliance 
and development-oriented ac-
tivities in coordination with 
government efforts.Homeo-
pathic doctor Dr. Raghupathi 
V. Rao said Rotary’s strength 
lies in service-mindedness 

rather than financial power. 
He highlighted its work in 
healthcare, drinking water 
supply, education, and moth-
er-child welfare.Rotary Club 
President H.R. Krishnakumar 
said several service initiatives 
have been carried out in Hun-
sur, including clean drinking 
water projects, school devel-
opment, Anganwadi support, 
and public welfare pro-
grammes.During the pro-
gramme, several achievers 
were honoured for their con-
tributions, including educa-
tors, doctors, and social work-
ers.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION WORK

QUICK READ
Libraries and temples 

urged to share 
manuscripts 

Gram Panchayat 
objection deadline 

extended in Karnataka

Crop insurance claims 
rejected, Objections 

invited now

CH NEWS ,Gadag
The Ministry of Culture, 

Government of India, un-
der the Gyana Bharatham 

Mission, has started a 
project to protect old 

handwritten manuscripts 
across India. The initiative 
will survey, conserve, digi-

tize, register, translate, 
and publish these rare 

documents. A single na-
tional platform will give 

public access to this her-
itage. In Gadag district, li-

braries, temples, trusts, 
monasteries, ashrams, 

and private collectors are 
requested to voluntarily 
share manuscripts. Ex-

perts have been appoint-
ed for collection and re-
view. For details, contact 
listed coordinators or the 
Tourism Department of-

fice in Gadag. This project 
aims to preserve cultural 
knowledge using modern 
technology for future gen-

erations across the na-
tion.

CH NEWS,Udupi
The period for public ob-

jections to the draft notifi-
cation fixing positions of 

elected members of 
Gram Panchayats in Kar-
nataka under Section 5(1) 

has been extended until 
May 2 at 5.30 pm. The re-
view adalat scheduled for 

April 27 on gram 
panchayat member num-

bers in 31 districts has 
been postponed. It will 

now be held on May 5 at 
the Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj De-
partment, Gate No. 2, 

Bengaluru, from 2.30 pm 
to 5 pm. Objectors may 
attend with Aadhaar or 
government ID, said the 

Karnataka Panchayat De-
limitation Commission in 

a statement issued on 
Monday.

CH NEWS,Udupi
Under the Pradhan 

Mantri Fasal Bima Yo-
jana for the 2024-25 

monsoon season, cer-
tain crop insurance 

proposals have been 
rejected as they did 
not match the crops 
registered by farmers 
and the official crop 

survey report. The re-
jected list has been 
displayed on notice 
boards at the Assis-
tant Director of Agri-

culture office in Udupi, 
Farmers Contact Cen-
tre in Brahmavar, and 

concerned Gram 
Panchayats. Farmers 
who have objections 

may submit them 
within 15 days with 

valid supporting docu-
ments. Submissions 
can be made to the 

nearest Farmers Con-
tact Centre in Kapu or 

Brahmavar or to the 
Assistant Director of 
Agriculture office in 

Udupi.

MLA Venkatesh reviews development 
works in Pavagada meeting

MLA reviewed rural roads, grants, fodder supply, and directed officials to 
ensure water availability and basic infrastructure upkeep

PAVAGADA
 

The third-quarter KDP prog-
ress review meeting was held 
on Monday at the Taluk Pan-
chayat Hall in Pavagada un-
der the chairmanship of MLA 
H V Venkatesh.

During the meeting, the 
MLA issued strict instructions 
to officials to review the delay 
in Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
works in several villages of 
the taluk and resolve issues at 
the earliest. He said water 
supply problems in rural areas 
must be addressed without 
delay.The MLA also dis-
cussed issues related to rural 
roads, government grants, and 

fodder supply. He instructed 
officials to monitor these 
works closely to ensure that 
public services are not dis-
rupted.In a separate session 
with Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Officers, he directed 

them to take immediate steps 
to prevent drinking water 
shortages in villages. He 
stressed that priority should 
be given to basic infrastruc-
ture development and main-
taining cleanliness in rural 

areas.
Officials present in the 

meeting included GP Deputy 
Secretary Eshwarappa, TP EO 
Madhusudan, Tahsildar Y 
Ravi, and Guarantee Scheme 
Implementation Committee 
Taluk President K S Papanna, 
along with other departmental 
officers.The meeting focused 
on improving coordination 
between departments and 
speeding up pending develop-
ment works. Officials assured 
that necessary action would 
be taken to resolve the high-
lighted issues and ensure bet-
ter delivery of services to ru-
ral residents in the coming 
days.

Awareness drive 
highlights wildlife 

protection and laws
CH NEWS, HAVERI

 
An awareness programme on 
protection of birds and ani-
mals along with key social 
laws was held in Haveri under 
the joint initiative of the Dis-
trict Judiciary, Legal Services 
Authority, Bar Association, 
prosecution department, and 
the organisation “Water for 
Voiceless”.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, District and Sessions 
Judge Biradar Devendrappa 
stressed the importance of 
water conservation and pro-
tection of wildlife during the 
intense summer season. He 
said that maintaining ecolog-
ical balance is a shared re-
sponsibility and urged citi-
zens to provide water to 
thirsty birds and animals.

He explained that water 
plays a vital role in sustaining 
life and recalled earlier times 
when people had to travel 
long distances for drinking 
water. He said increasing wa-
ter scarcity today calls for 
better conservation, reuse, 
and responsible usage.

District Bar Association 
President Siddana Gowda, 
who presided over the event, 
said humans are closely con-
nected to nature and even 
small acts like providing wa-
ter to animals can help main-

tain environmental balance. 
He urged people to keep wa-
ter bowls outside homes 
during summer.

Public Relations Officer 
Ranjana Chandrashekar spoke 
about the importance of pro-
viding water sources for birds 
and animals and encouraged 
participants to support conser-
vation efforts.

Legal experts also educated 
participants about important 
laws, including the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Act, 
POCSO Act, and Dowry Pro-
hibition Act, highlighting 
their role in protecting society 
and vulnerable groups.

Member Secretary of the 
District Legal Services Au-
thority Srishailaja H.V. wel-
comed the gathering.

Officials, prosecutors, law-
yers, court staff, and members 
of the public attended the pro-
gramme, which aimed to pro-
mote environmental aware-
ness along with legal literacy 
among citizens.

Bar Association 
President Siddana 

Gowda urged 
environmental care, 
saying humans must 

support nature by 
keeping water bowls for 
animals during summer

Social Welfare officials conducted hostel training, stressing record-keeping, 
administration skills, and practical application for better management efficiency

WORKSHOP HELD ON HOSTEL 
MANAGEMENT SKILLS

CH NEWS, GADAG
 

A one-day workshop focusing 
on hostel and residential 
school management was held 
in Gadag to improve adminis-
trative efficiency among So-
cial Welfare Department staff. 
The programme covered top-
ics such as record manage-
ment, food safety, e-marking, 
and bill preparation.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Deputy Commission-
er C.N. Sridhar in collabora-
tion with the district adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat, So-
cial Welfare Department, and 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department.

Speaking at the event, Dep-
uty Director of the Social 
Welfare Department Dr. Nan-
da Hanabaratti urged partici-
pants to make full use of the 
training and apply the knowl-
edge in daily hostel opera-
tions.

Experts conducted sessions 
on different aspects of man-

agement. B.M. Badigera 
spoke on maintaining proper 
records in hostels, while 
Udayakumar Yalivala ex-
plained hostel administration 
procedures.

Gopal T. Lamani discussed 
food procurement systems, 
and Mallikarjuna Hosur guid-
ed participants on bill prepa-
ration. Health officials also 
addressed food safety practic-
es, with inputs from district 
treasury and health education 
officers.

Officials said the training 
was aimed at improving trans-

parency, efficiency, and qual-
ity in hostel management 
across the district.

Several departmental offi-
cers, hostel supervisors, and 
administrative staff attended 
the programme, including 
representatives from the 
Backward Classes Welfare 
Department and Health and 
Family Welfare Department.

The workshop concluded 
with a call for better coordi-
nation among departments to 
ensure smooth functioning of 
residential facilities for stu-
dents in the district.

Radhika Rajanna elected 
unopposed as Panchayat Chief
MAGADI

 
In a smooth political devel-
opment, Radhika Rajanna 
has been elected unopposed 
as the president of Be-
lagumba Gram Panchayat 
in Magadi taluk. The elec-
tion was held on Monday, 
and officials confirmed that 
no other nominations were 
filed.

Returning Officer Re-
nukesh announced that the 
election became unanimous 
after the earlier president 
Uma Narasimha Murthy re-
signed from the post. As no 
rival candidates came for-
ward, Radhika Rajanna was 
declared elected without 
contest.

Soon after the announce-
ment, supporters and local 
leaders celebrated the victo-
ry by bursting crackers and 
congratulating her.

Speaking after her elec-
tion, Radhika Rajanna said 
the Gram Panchayat plays a 
key role in delivering basic 
facilities to rural people. 
She added that in many cas-
es, local bodies are more 
important than higher levels 
of government in solving 
daily issues.

She said she plans to vis-
it all villages under the pan-
chayat limits, meet offi-
cials, and directly hear pub-
lic grievances. She also 
highlighted that many resi-
dents still struggle to get 
e-account services and are 
unable to access govern-
ment welfare schemes, 
which she aims to address 
on priority.

Radhika said her election 
was possible due to the sup-
port of all members and as-
sured that she would work 
for overall development. 

She added that she wanted 
to prove the role women 
can play when given leader-
ship responsibilities.

Member Chandrakala 
Venkatesh said the leader-
ship rotation system within 
the panchayat has given op-
portunities to many mem-
bers, and expressed confi-
dence in Radhika’s experi-

ence and ability.
Officials, including PDO 

Satish, Secretary Krishnap-
pa, and several elected 
members,  at tended the 
event and extended their 
congratulations.

The meeting ended with 
hopes for faster develop-
ment in the rural region un-
der the new leadership.

Strict CCTV monitoring 
planned for PUC exams

MANDYA
 

The Second PUC Supplemen-
tary Examination will be con-
ducted from April 30 to May 
13 under strict supervision to 
ensure transparency and pre-
vent malpractice, said Deputy 
Commissioner Dr Kumar.

Chairing a review meeting 
at the District Collector’s of-
fice, he said a total of 2,877 
students will appear for the 
examination across seven 
centres in the district. He in-
structed officials to conduct 
the exams without any loop-
holes and with full discipline.

Dr Kumar said that all ex-
amination centres will be un-
der CCTV surveillance, and 
cameras have already been 
installed in classrooms. He 
added that webcasting will 
also be monitored from the 
District Collector’s office, 
and officials have been as-
signed for supervision.

He directed that Xerox and 
cyber centres within 200 me-
tres of examination centres 
should remain closed during 

exam days to prevent unfair 
practices. He also said that 
question papers will be trans-
ported securely from the dis-
trict treasury with police pro-
tection.

To ensure safety, route offi-
cers have been appointed, and 
GPS tracking will be installed 
in vehicles carrying question 
papers.

The Deputy Commissioner 
stressed the need to provide 
basic facilities such as drink-
ing water, seating arrange-
ments, clocks in exam halls, 
uninterrupted power supply, 
and medical support at cen-
tres. He also instructed that 
bus services for rural students 
should run on time without 
delays.

Students will not be al-
lowed to carry mobile phones 
or smart devices inside exam-
ination halls, and strict action 
will be taken against any vio-
lations, including recording or 
filming during the exams.

Officials from the education 
department and other depart-
ments attended the meeting.

Hanagal housing review sparks 
development push drive

HANAGAL
 

Hanagal MLA Srinivas Mane 
held a municipal meeting on 
Monday and directed Chief 
Officer Y K Jagadish to re-
view names of housing bene-
ficiaries and correct records 
for issuing revised rights. He 
said a proposal has been sent 
to the government to allot 

plots to landless families in 
reserved municipal land. He 
urged quick approval so eligi-
ble people can receive sites 
without delay. 

The MLA noted that Rs 1.5 
crore has already been col-
lected from auction of corner 
plots and asked officials to 
use this money for develop-
ment works in the town. 

Religious send-off 
held for Hunsur 
Hajj travellers 

HUNSUR
 

A special guidance and felicita-
tion programme was organised 
for Hajj pilgrims of Hunsur 
taluk at Jamia Masjid on Nagar 
Bazaar Road. During the event, 
pilgrims were honoured with 
shawls, garlands, and religious 
books before their journey.
Speaking at the programme, 
Salim Attari, head of the 
Dawah Islamic State, advised 
the pilgrims to make full use of 
their time during the holy pil-
grimage. He said that pilgrims 
should dedicate their days to 
prayer and worship without 
wasting time and should focus 
on strengthening their devotion 
to Allah.He reminded the pil-
grims that they are going to a 
sacred place and should carry 
out all religious duties with sin-
cerity and patience. He also 
noted that the weather at the 
holy sites is very hot and pil-
grims should remain calm and 
committed to their faith with-
out fear.Attari said that Hajj is 
a special opportunity granted 
by Allah and urged pilgrims to 
perform their rituals with devo-
tion and discipline to ensure a 
successful pilgrimage.
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PUC Exam-2 set to begin across Chitradurga district
CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA

 
The Second Pre-University 
Course (PUC) Examination-2 
will be conducted in Chitra-
durga district from April 30 to 
May 13, with officials con-
firming all preparations are 
complete to ensure a smooth 
and orderly conduct of the ex-
ams.

A total of 4,270 students 
have registered for the exam-
ination this year, which will 
be held across six designated 
centres in the district. Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner 
B. T. Kumaraswamy instruct-

ed officials to conduct the ex-
ams strictly as per guidelines 
and avoid any confusion or 
irregularities.

He emphasized that the ex-
ams must be conducted in a 

disciplined and transparent 
manner, following all rules set 
by the Karnataka School Ex-
amination and Evaluation 
Board. He also directed offi-
cials to remain alert and en-

sure peaceful conditions at all 
centres.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, prohibitory orders will 
be enforced within a 200-me-
tre radius of all examination 
centres during exam days. 
Xerox shops and computer 
centres will remain closed in 
these restricted zones to pre-
vent malpractice or distur-
bances.

Deputy Director of School 
Education (PU) K. Thim-
maiah said that preparations 
have been completed and de-
tailed arrangements have been 
made for smooth execution. 

He explained that among the 
4,270 candidates, 2,540 are 
reappearing after failing in 
Exam-1, while others include 
repeat candidates from previ-
ous years, improvement can-
didates, and private regis-
trants.

The examination will be 
conducted in Government PU 
Colleges located in Chitradu-
rga city, Challakere, Hiriyur, 
Hosadurga, Molakalmuru, 
and Holalkere. Authorities 
have also arranged additional 
police security at all centres 
to ensure strict monitoring 
and safety.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

QUICK READ
Belagatta students to 
receive talent awards 

honour 

District ensures fair 
conduct of board 

examinations 

Chitradurga to 
celebrate Lord Buddha 

Jayanti

CH NEWS,Chitradurga
Students in Belagatta 

will be honored through a 
talent award program or-
ganized by the 1990–91 

SSLC alumni group of Sri 
Maruti Rural High School, 
called Geletanada Gan-
gotri. The event will be 

held on April 28 at 10:30 
am at Sri Narahari Sad-

guru Kalyana Mantapa in 
Belagatta village of Chi-
tradurga taluk. Students 

who scored highest 
marks in the 2025–26 
PUC and SSLC exams 

will be awarded. A pro-
cession will begin from 

the village Anjaneya tem-
ple to the venue. Organiz-
ers said the aim is to en-
courage education and 

motivate students to 
perform better. Dr B M 

Gurunath and Nagaraj in-
vited the public.

CH NEWS,Gadag
The Karnataka School 

Examination and Evalua-
tion Board will conduct 

the Second PUC Annual 
Examination-2 from April 
30 to May 13, 2026, be-

tween 10:15 am and 4:15 
pm. To stop cheating and 

maintain order, district 
administration has de-
clared a 200-meter re-

stricted zone around sev-
en exam centres in 

Gadag. During exams, 
gatherings of more than 
five people are banned. 
Shops with Xerox and 

photocopy services will 
remain closed in this area. 
Loudspeakers are not al-

lowed. Mobile phones and 
electronic devices are 

prohibited for students 
and staff. Media can re-
cord student arrival exit 

outside centres to protect 
exam privacy fairness 
throughout schedule.

Chitradurga
The Lord Buddha 

Jayanti celebration will 
be held on May 1 at 
10:30 am in front of 

Chitradurga City Stadi-
um, jointly organized 

by District Administra-
tion, Zilla Panchayat, 
Kannada and Culture 
Department, and Mu-
nicipal Council. Inau-
guration will be done 
by Planning and Sta-

tistics Minister and 
District In-charge Min-

ister D. Sudhakar. 
Leaders including T. 
Raghumurthy, B.G. 

Govindappa and 
Govind M. Karajol will 

attend the event. A 
procession will begin 
at 9 am from Ambed-
kar Circle to Veeravan-
ite Onake Obavva Sta-

dium with Buddhist 
chants. The program 
promotes peace and 

teachings of Lord Bud-
dha, said Kannada and 

Culture Department 
officials in an official 

statement.

Talwar community protest over 
ST certificate delay in Kalaburagi

Talwar leaders said SC inclusion in 2020 exists, but certificate issuance has 
recently stalled in their region

KALABURAGI
 

A massive protest was held in 
Kalaburagi demanding Sched-
uled Tribe (ST) certificates 
for the Talwar community, 
with hundreds marching from 
Jagat Circle to the District 
Collector’s office.

Members of the Karnataka 
State Talwar Samaj alleged 
that eligible people from their 
community are being denied 
ST certificates in Kalaburagi 
and Yadgiri districts, even 
though the facility is being 
issued in 29 other districts of 
Karnataka.

Protesters accused the dis-
trict administration and Dis-
trict In-charge Minister Pri-
yank Kharge of delaying or 
blocking the issuance of cer-
tificates and demanded imme-
diate action. They also ex-
pressed anger over what they 
called political interference in 
the process.

Community leaders claimed 

that although the Talwar com-
munity was included in the 
Scheduled Caste category in 
2020 and later provided eligi-
bility for certificates, the issu-
ance process has been stopped 
in recent years in the region.

They said that due to the 
delay, students are unable to 
access education benefits and 
job seekers are losing oppor-
tunities in government re-
cruitment due to lack of valid-
ity certificates.

Talwar Samaj state presi-

dent Sardara Rayappa said the 
situation has created confu-
sion and hardship, question-
ing whether there is proper 
governance in the district. He 
alleged that certificates are 
being withheld despite eligi-
bility.

Another leader Shivakumar 
Natikar said the community 
has been facing issues for the 
past two years and accused 
officials of ignoring govern-
ment orders regarding certifi-
cate issuance.

Protesters also claimed that 
after the recent political 
changes and election results, 
government benefits for the 
community have been re-
duced in the district.Several 
community leaders, activists, 
and religious figures joined 
the protest, demanding equal 
rights and immediate resolu-
tion of the issue.They warned 
that continued delay would 
lead to further agitation and 
urged the government to en-
sure fair implementation of 
reservation benefits.

Officials have not yet is-
sued a detailed response, but 
the protest ended peacefully 
after submitting a memoran-
dum to the district administra-
tion.

The demonstration high-
lighted growing dissatisfac-
tion among the community 
and increased pressure on au-
thorities to resolve the 
long-standing certificate issue 
in Kalaburagi district.

Bangarappa slams BJP 
MLC over SSLC remarks

Jevargi formed committee to celebrate Dr B R Ambedkar’s 135th birth 
anniversary on May 17 grandly

Committee formed for 
Ambedkar Jayanthi celebration
JEVARGI

 
A committee has been formed 
in Jevargi town to organise 
the 135th birth anniversary 
celebrations of Dr B R 
Ambedkar in a grand manner 
on May 17, leaders an-
nounced. The announcement 
was made during a press con-
ference held at the town tour-
ist hall, where the list of of-
fice bearers for the committee 
was also declared.

Shantappa Yalagoda has 
been elected as the honorary 
chairman of the committee, 
while Pundaleeka Gaikwad 
has been chosen as the chair-
man.

Several leaders have been 
appointed as vice presidents, 
including Santosh Channur, 
Mahadeva Kolakur, Sriman-
tha Dhankar, Srishaila Man-
dewala, Vishwaraja Gam-
wara, Siddu Kerur, and Jag-

dev Jatnakar.
Davalappa Madanakara has 

been elected as the general 
secretary. Shivasaran Marada-
gi, Mapanna Katte, and 
Suresh Duganaka will serve 
as secretaries.Ravikumar Ku-
lageri has been selected as the 
treasurer of the committee. 
An advisory committee has 
also been formed, including 
Chandrasekhar Haranala, 
Marappa Badigera, Shantappa 
Kudalagi, Subhash Channur, 
Bhimaraya Naganur, Mallan-
na Kodachi, and others.

The organisers said that the 
celebrations will focus on 
spreading Ambedkar’s mes-
sage of equality, social jus-
tice, and constitutional values 
among the public.

Several community leaders, 
former Zilla Panchayat mem-
bers, and local representatives 
attended the meeting and sup-
ported the formation of the 
committee. They expressed 
confidence that the event 
would be conducted success-
fully with wide participation 
from the public.

SHIVAMOGGA
 

School Education Minister 
Madhu Bangarappa on Mon-
day strongly criticised BJP 
MLC and former minister H. 
Vishwanath for his remarks 
on SSLC exam results, saying 
his comments insult teachers 
and parents by claiming that 
malpractice improved pass 
percentages. He said the de-
partment introduced webcast-
ing during SSLC exams for 
the first time in India which 
helped stop cheating and im-
prove fairness in the process. 

He added that even CBSE 
and other boards are now fol-
lowing Karnataka’s measures. 
He said he respects Vishwa-
nath’s age but does not con-
sider his comments valuable. 
Responding to criticism about 
SSLC results in Kalaburagi 
Bangarappa said the district 
showed major improvement 
ranking second in the state 
with a 28.2 percent rise com-
pared to last year. He also ac-
cused BJP leaders of targeting 
AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and RDPR Minister 
Priyank Kharge because the 
district ranked last in some 
lists. 

He said several steps helped 
improve results including 

hard work by teachers and of-
ficials across the department. 
For the first time a mega par-
ent-teacher meeting was held 
and students needing support 
were given special attention. 
The department also conduct-
ed three preparatory exams at 
the state level and based on 
student performance teachers 
provided extra classes to help 
them perform better in final 
exams Bangarappa said these 
combined efforts of teachers 
parents and officials created a 
better learning environment 
and helped students score im-
proved marks in the SSLC 
examination across Karnataka 
this year and said critics 
should acknowledge the prog-
ress made by the education 
department instead of spread-
ing misinformation about 
exam malpractices during the 
SSLC results discussion in 
Shivamogga press meet held 
on Monday.

Bangarappa dismissed 
Vishwanath’s remarks, 

highlighted Kalaburagi’s 
SSLC improvement, and 

accused BJP of  targeting 
Kharge leaders over 
district performance 

rankings

PREPARATORY MEETING HELD 
AHEAD OF EXAMINATIONS 

CHNEWS,CHIKKABALLAPUR
 

With the Second PUC Exam-
ination-2 set to begin from 
April 30, District Magistrate 
G. Prabhu has directed offi-
cials to ensure a fair, transpar-
ent, and smooth conduct of 
exams across the district.

He issued these instructions 
during a preparatory meeting 
held at the District Magis-
trate’s office on Monday.

A total of five examination 
centres have been set up in 
Chikkaballapur district, locat-
ed in Chikkaballapur, Bage-
palli, Gauribidanur, Shid-
laghatta, and Chintamani. 
Around 5,353 students have 
registered for the examination.
The District Magistrate said 

that admit cards have already 
been distributed online and 
instructed chief superinten-
dents of all centres to take full 
responsibility for smooth con-
duct of exams.He emphasized 
that basic facilities such as 

drinking water, seating ar-
rangements, lighting, and 
clean toilets must be ensured 
at all centres. Seating details 
should be clearly displayed 
for students before the exam-
ination begins.He also warned 

students and staff not to be-
lieve rumours on social media 
regarding question paper leaks 
and urged officials to remain 
highly alert as question papers 
and answer sheets are handled 
under strict security.The ex-
ams will be conducted under 
CCTV surveillance and web-
casting. The use of mobile 
phones, smart watches, Blue-
tooth devices, earphones, and 
other electronic gadgets has 
been strictly banned inside ex-
amination halls.He further di-
rected that Xerox shops near 
examination centres should 
remain closed on exam days 
and that a 200-metre radius 
around centres will be de-
clared a restricted zone to pre-
vent crowding.

Mandya Court awards life term in wife murder case
MANDYA

 
The 2nd Additional District 
and Sessions Court in Man-
dya has sentenced a man to 
life imprisonment and im-
posed a fine of ₹1 lakh for 
murdering his wife over sus-
picion of her character.

The accused, Ajmal Khan 
(39), originally from Ra-
managara Town Extension 
Layout and a resident of 
Dhanguru village in Halagur 
taluk of Malavalli, was found 
guilty of killing his wife Sal-
ma Begum.

According to the case de-

tails, Ajmal Khan married 
Salma Begum on January 1, 
2005. The couple lived to-
gether for several years before 
tensions arose. The court was 
informed that the accused be-
gan mentally and physically 
harassing his wife, suspecting 
her fidelity.

Despite family members 
advising Salma Begum to stay 
strong and continue her life, 
the harassment reportedly 
continued. Later, she moved 
to stay at Abdul Jabbar’s 
house along with her child.

On May 8, 2023, the ac-
cused allegedly came to the 

house around 11 am with one 
of his sons and suffocated 
Salma Begum, leading to her 
death.

A case was registered by 
Halagur police, and after in-
vestigation, a charge sheet 
was filed in court. Based on 
the evidence presented, the 
court found the accused 
guilty.

Judge Sayedunnisa deliv-
ered the verdict, sentencing 
Ajmal Khan to life imprison-
ment along with a monetary 
penalty. Government prosecu-
tor Nagaraj K represented the 
prosecution in the case.

Global conflicts linked 
to imperialist policies: 

Somashekhar

KALABURAGI
 

K Somashekhar said socialist 
revolution is possible through 
Shivdas Ghosh thoughts at 
SUCI (C) foundation day 
event in Kalaburagi. He was 
keynote speaker at 78th foun-
dation day held at Ishwarchan-
dra Vidyasagar Bhavan. He 
recalled party history saying 
Shivdas Ghosh founded SUCI 
(C) on April 24 1948 based on 
communist principles. He said 
other communist parties failed 
in struggle direction while 
SUCI became voice of work-
ers and oppressed. He said 
capitalism is in crisis world-
wide and imperialist war poli-
cies are making common peo-
ple's lives difficult. He also 
expressed concern over Gaza 
violence affecting global 
peace. He said struggles in Sri 
Lanka Bangladesh and Nepal 
are inspiring but lack ideology 
and leadership. He added 
many movements go astray 
without real communist party 
and only Shivdas Ghosh ideol-
ogy can guide people. He said 
socialist revolution is solution 

to country's problems and 
warned youth fighting spirit is 
weakening due to bad habits 
and cultural decline. He also 
criticized central and state 
government policies. District 
Secretary RK Veerabhadrappa 
gave introduction Ramanna 
Ibrahimpur presided and many 
leaders attended program 
which began with garlanding 
Shivdas Ghosh portrait and 
ended with International An-
them He emphasized that unity 
of workers and farmers is 
needed to build a strong so-
cialist movement in society. 
He said the party will continue 
to educate people through 
meetings and public awareness 
programs across regions. 

He said attendees listened 
carefully and the message fo-
cused on equality justice and 
socialist change inspiring dis-
cussion among participants in 
Kalaburagi meeting which 
concluded peacefully with slo-
gans supporting workers unity 
and democratic rights under 
guidance of party leaders pres-
ent at the foundation day cele-
bration event in the city hall.

JDS workers join 
Congress in Yadgir 

drive
YADGIR

 
Several workers from the 
Jana ta  Dal  (Secu la r ) 
joined the Congress party 
in a formal programme 
held at the District Con-
gress office in Yadgir, 
with leaders calling it a 
boos t  to  the  pa r ty ’s 
strength in the region.
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Committee seeks action on frequent highway accidents
HOSAPETE

 
A petition was submitted to the 
District Collector by the 
Karunada Kalila Action Com-
mittee Vijayanagar seeking ur-
gent steps to prevent frequent 
accidents on National Highway 
50 near the outskirts of Hosa-
pete. They demanded comple-
tion of the incomplete bridge 
and flyover work near Danapur 
to ensure safe movement of 
public vehicles. The committee 
said heavy traffic of iron ore 
lorries and growing inter state 
vehicle movement have in-
creased road risks in the region. 

They pointed out that accidents 
are caused by poor signage un-
safe slopes missing speed 
breakers lack of police patrols 
and no proper speed control 
systems. The group urged au-

thorities to install CCTV cam-
eras enforce speed limits con-
duct drunk driving checks and 
improve safety at construction 
sites. They also demanded ac-
tion against lorry drivers who 

violate traffic rules and cause 
repeated accidents on the high-
way. The committee warned 
that if authorities fail to re-
spond they may launch road 
blockades on National High-
way 50 to press their demands 
for immediate action and safety 
improvements. Local leaders 
including P Venkatesh Gujjal 
Ganesh M Dadakhalandar 
Manjunath and Wadiraj said 
they have been repeatedly rais-
ing concerns about unsafe road 
conditions in the area. They 
said the government must act 
quickly to complete pending 
infrastructure works.

HIGHWAY SAFETY PETITION

QUICK READ

Kumta faces 
major power cut 

on April 29

Young software 
engineer dies suddenly 

after collapse

Karwar
Due to emergency main-

tenance on the 33KV 
Gokarna line in Kumta 

subdivision, power will be 
cut in Gokarna section on 
April 29 from 10 am to 1 
pm. Also conductor re-
placement work on the 

11KV Bada and 11KV Mas-
ura lines and new 11KV 

line work on Mirjana and 
Katagala lines will cause 
outage from 10 am to 5 
pm. Consumers are re-

quested to cooperate said 
Kumta HESCOM Assis-

tant Executive Engineer in 
a statement. Residents 

are advised to plan daily 
activities accordingly dur-
ing the scheduled power 

interruption across affect-
ed areas. Officials have 

appealed for public coop-
eration.

Young software engineer 
dies suddenly after col-

lapse

Hassan
A 25-year-old software 

engineer Shweta BG col-
lapsed while speaking to 
her mother and later died 

in a Bengaluru hospital 
despite treatment. She 

worked in Hassan for 
three years and fell ill at 

home after returning from 
work. Doctors suspected 
brain bleeding. She had 

complained of headaches 
in recent months. Family 
rushed her for care, but 
her condition worsened. 
Colleagues said she was 

dedicated and rarely took 
leave. Doctors advised or-

gan donation, but delay 
prevented it. 

The General Public is hereby informed that my client is intending to 
purchase the below-mentioned schedule of property from its owners, 
namely: Mrs. Sulochana Jackson, W/o Bishop Dr. M. Francis 
Jackson and Bishop Dr. M. Francis Jackson, S/o Mr. Murugesh Both 
residing at: No. 12, 3rd Main, Appaiah Layout, Saraswatipuram, 
Bangalore North, Bangalore - 560008. If any person(s) has any 
objection, claim, interest, or dispute in respect of the above intended 
sale transaction, such person(s) may contact the undersigned along 
with documentary proof substantiating their claim/objection/dispute 
within fifteen (15) days from the date of this publication. Failing 
which, my client shall proceed to complete the sale transaction with 
the above-mentioned owners, treating that there are no third-party 
claims, objections, or disputes in respect of the schedule property. 
Thereafter, no claims, objections, or disputes shall be entertained. 
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY All that piece and parcel of 
dry land property measuring 3.06 acres out of 5.10 guntas 
(out of 4.13 acres plus 37 guntas of kharab), bearing: Sur-
vey No.: 6 (Six). Situated at: Garudadrahally Village, Beth-
amangala Hobli, Then Bangarpet Taluk, now K.G.F. Taluk.
Boundaries: East: Survey No. 8, West: Survey No. 4, North: 
Survey No. 7, South: Road and remaining land measuring 

1.07 acres in the same Survey No.6
T.G. Manmatha Reddy

 P. Suvarna Reddy Advocates 
Kolar 563101 

Mobile: 9008122611 
Mobile: 9008122622

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF THE II ADDL. CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C.Misc. No. 126/2020
Between: 1. Sri. Ramanjinappa, S/o late. 
Ramappa, aged about 58 years, 2. Sri. 
Shivalingaiah, S/o late. Ramappa, aged about 
55 years, 3. Smt. Parvathamma, D/o late. 
Ramappa, aged about 48 years, All are R/at 
Gundappanayakahalli Village, Arudi Post, Sasalu 
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural 
District- 561 204 ...Petitioners
And: The Tahsildar, The Registrar of Birth and 
Deaths, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural 
District ...Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a petition has been 
made to this court Under Section 13(3) and 14 of 
birth and death's act 1969, r/w rule 9 (3) of 
Karnataka Registration of births and deaths, 
1999 for issuance of death certificate of Ramaiah 
S/o. late Goravanna is the father of the 
Peti t ioners who died on 15.09.1983 at 
Gundappanayakanahal l i ,  Sasalu Hobl i , 
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
Any person/who have objection for the same are 
hereby called to appear in this court, in person or 
by pleader duly instructed on 29/05/2026 at 11:00 
A.M. forenoon to show cause against the 
petitioners, failing which is matter will be heard 
and treated as no objections from anybody.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on 
this 24/04/2026.
By order of the Court, Chief Ministerial Officer, 
Prl. Civil Jugde & JMFC, Doddaballapura

Advocate for Petitioners: Shivakumara. G.S

IN THE COURT OF THE II ADDL. CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C.Misc.No. 138/2026
Between: Sri. Lalli Kumar, S/o late. Jayamma, 
a g e d  a b o u t  2 8  y e a r s ,  R / a t 
Gundappanayakahalli Village, Arudi Post, 
Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru 
Rural District-561204 ...Petitioner.
And: The Tahsildar, The Registrar of Birth 
and Deaths, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru 
Rural District ...Respondent

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to the general public that 
a petition has been made to this court Under 
Section 13(3) and 14 of birth and death's act 
1969, r/w rule 9 (3) of Karnataka Registration of 
births and deaths, 1999 for issuance of death 
certificate of Hanumappa S/o. late Goravanna 
is the grandfather of the Petitioner who died on 
06.10.1978 at Gundappanayakanahalli, Sasalu 
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural 
District.
Any person/who have objection for the same 
are hereby called to appear in this court, in 
person or by a pleader duly instructed on 
29/05/2026 at 11:00 A.M. forenoon to show 
cause against the petitioners, failing which is 
matter will be heard and treated as no 
objections from anybody.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on 
this 24/04/2026.
By order of the Court, Chief Ministerial Officer, 
Prl. Civil Jugde & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioners: Shivakumara. G.S

IN THE COURT OF THE II ADDL. CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C. Misc. No. 127/2026
Between: 1. Smt.Rajamma, D/o late. 
Chikkahanumanthaiah, aged about 68 years,
2 .  S r i .  L a k s h m i p a t h a i a h ,  S / o  l a t e 
Chikkahanumanthaiah, aged about 65 years,
3 .  S m t .  R a t h n a m m a ,  D / o  l a t e . 
Chikkahanumanthaiah, aged about 62 years,
4. Sri .  Prema Chandraiah, S/o. late. 
Chikkahanumanthaiah, aged about 60 years,
5 .  S m t .  L a k s h m a m m a ,  D / o .  l a t e . 
Chikkahanumanthaiah, aged about 60 years, All 
are R/at Gundappanayakahalli Village, Arudi 
Post, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, 
Bengaluru Rural District- 561 204 ...Petitioner
AND: 1. The Tahsildar, The Registrar of Birth 
and Deaths, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru 
Rural District, 2. Smt. Jayalakshmamma, W/o 
late. Lingappa, aged about 60 years, 3. Sri. 
Mahesha, S/o late. Lingappa, aged about 40 
years, Respondents 2 & 3 are R/at No.1576, 
39th Main, D Groop, Srigandhada Kavalu, 
Annapoorneshwarinagar, Nagarabhavi, 
Bengaluru -560091 ...Respondents 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to General public that a 
petition has been made to this court Under 
Section 13(3) and 14 of birth and death's act 
1969, r/w rule 9 (3) of Karnataka Registration of 
births and deaths, 1999 for issuance of death 
certificate Chikkahanumanthaiah S/o. late 
Goravanna is the father of the Petitioners and 
father in law of 2nd Respondent and grand 
father of the 3rd Respondent who died on 
23/04/1983 at Gundappanayakanahalli, Sasalu 
Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural 
District.
Any person/who have objection for the same are 
hereby called to appear in this court, in person or 
by a pleader duly instructed on 29/05/2026 at 
11:00 A.M. forenoon to show cause against the 
petitioners, failing which is matter will be heard 
and treated as no objections from anybody.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on 
this 24/04/2026.
By order of the Court, Chief Ministerial Officer, 
Prl. Civil Jugde & JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate for Petitioners: Shivakumara. G.S

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL 
JUDGE & JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA

C.Misc. NO 119/2026
BETWEEN: SRI LINGAPPA S/O LATE 
DODDANANJAPPA, aged about 73 years ,residing 
at Talagavara village, kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapura 
Taluk, Bangalore Rural District.

- petitioner
AND: The Tahashildar, Doddaballapura Taluk, 
Bangalore Rural district --respondant

PUBLIC NOICE
Whereas the petitioner have filed above petition for 
obtaining Death Certificate of Late parvathamma 
w/o lingappa, is the wife of petitioner, Who died 
on 15-08-1987 at Talagavara village, kasaba Hobli, 
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore Rural Distract. if 
there are any persons having claim, they may appear 
before Hon'ble court in person or through pleader on 
this 10.06.2026 at 11,A.M, failing which the petition 
will disposed of according to law.
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on 
24.04.2026

By Order of the Court,
Chief Ministerial officer, Prl Civil Judge & 

JMFC Doddaballpura
Advocate for petitioner: Prakash, Advocate 
Doddaballapura.
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Massive FMD vaccination drive launched 
CH NEWS,DAVANGERE

 
Dr.  Prabha Mallikarjun 
launched the ninth round of 
the foot-and-mouth disease 
vaccination campaign under 
the National Livestock Dis-
ease Control Program in Da-
vanagere on Monday through 
the Zilla Panchayat, Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services Department at her 
home office. She said foot-
and-mouth disease is a conta-
gious viral disease affecting 

livestock and causes heavy 
financial losses to farmers. 
She said the free vaccination 
drive for cattle, buffaloes and 
calves under the national pro-
gram will continue till May 
22. 

Officials said separate sy-
ringes and needles will be 
used for each animal to en-
sure safety during vaccina-
tion. 

Vaccinators will visit vil-
lages and go door to door to 
immunise livestock in all ar-

eas. She urged farmers not to 
miss the opportunity and to 
cooperate with staff to protect 
animals and prevent losses. 
The aim is to make Karnataka 
a foot-and-mouth disease free 
state through strong vaccina-
tion coverage and awareness 
efforts. About 2,48,000 cows, 
buffaloes and pigs above four 
months of age will be vacci-
nated in the district. 

She said the campaign is 
part of a national effort to im-
prove livestock health and 

support farmers' income sta-
bility. She appealed to local 
administrations and veterinary 
staff to ensure full coverage 
without any lapse across the 
district. 

Weeks-long awareness pro-
grams will also be conducted 
to educate farmers about dis-
ease prevention and benefits 
of vaccination. 

Officials said the drive will 
strengthen rural animal health 
services and reduce economic 
burden on farmers by prevent-

ing outbreaks in the coming 
seasons across Karnataka dis-
tricts with better coordination 
between veterinary depart-
ments and local bodies. She 

thanked staff and urged con-
tinued cooperation from farm-
ers for successful completion 
of the vaccination campaign 
across district.

Separate syringes for each animal ensure safety; vaccinators will visit villages door-to-door to immunise livestock everywhere

Official orders quick 
action on water crisis
CH NEWS,KARWAR

 
Zilla Panchayat CEO Dr 
Dileesh Shashi directed offi-
cials of Rural Drinking Water 
and Sanitation Department to 
respond quickly to drinking 
water problems during sum-
mer and ensure immediate 
solutions. He chaired District 
Water and Sanitation Com-
mittee meeting held at Zilla 
Panchayat hall on Monday. 
Drinking water shortage has 
been reported in 41 Gram 
Panchayats and tankers are 
supplying water in 17 villag-
es. 98 private borewells iden-
tified for supply and officials 
instructed to act immediately 
in affected villages. Pipelines 
in rural water systems must 
be maintained and water sam-
ples tested regularly to pre-
vent contamination. He re-
viewed Jal Jeevan Mission 
works and directed depart-
ments to complete pending 
approvals and borewell per-
missions quickly. 745 works 
completed 685 handed to 
Gram Panchayats with 77.85 
percent progress and financial 
progress 54.76 percent. He 

instructed officials to com-
plete ongoing works at the 
earliest and ensure safe drink-
ing water supply. The meeting 
was attended by district offi-
cials and engineers from the 
Rural Drinking Water and 
Sanitation Department. He 
emphasized urgent response 
system for villages facing 
shortage especially during 
peak summer conditions 
across district.  He also 
stressed regular water quality 
checks to prevent health risks 
among rural population. Offi-
cials were asked to monitor 
supply systems and ensure 
accountability in tanker distri-
bution process. He said no 
village should suffer without 
drinking water and immediate 
action must be taken. Dr Zilla 

Panchayat Deputy Secretary 
Allah Bhakash Chief Accoun-
tant Anand Sahab Habib Ex-
ecutive Engineer Satyappa 
and other departmental officers 
attended the review meeting 
and supported implementation 
plans for improving rural 
drinking water supply across 
Karwar district in summer sea-
son ensuring safe drinking wa-
ter access for all residents.

Drinking water shortage 
reported in 41 Gram 
Panchayats; tankers 
supply 17 villages. 

Officials act on 
borewells, Jal Jeevan 
Mission progress, and 

ensure safe water 
urgently

Vedavyasa Kamath hailed the verdict against Mohatmmed Shariq and 
called upon Congress to introspect over its soft approach towards terrorism.

Mangaluru blast verdict draws political reactions
MANGALURU

 
BJP MLA Vedavyasa Kamath 
has welcomed the special NIA 
court’s decision to sentence 
Mohammed Shariq to 10 years 
of rigorous imprisonment for 
his role in the Mangaluru cook-
er bomb blast that targeted the 
historic Kadri Manjunatha Tem-
ple.

The legislator stated that indi-
viduals inspired by ISIS, like 
Shariq, should serve as a strong 
deterrent for anyone consider-
ing the path of terrorism. He 
urged Congress leaders, who 
had earlier described such ac-
cused persons as “innocent 
brothers” and downplayed the 

incident as a “minor event,” to 
undertake serious self-reflec-
tion.

Kamath questioned how the 
state could be protected when 
Congress continues to display a 
lenient attitude towards terror-
ists and terrorism. He added 
that the court verdict delivers a 
strong and unforgettable lesson 
to all those who choose the path 

of terror.Referring to the inno-
cent victim of the blast, Purush-
ottam Poojary, the MLA noted 
that the BJP government had 
already provided him with Rs. 
5 lakh compensation and a new 
auto-rickshaw to help rebuild 
his life. He described the com-
pensation as one form of justice 
and the court’s punishment as 
another.

Strict guidelines 
issued for PUC 

Exam-2
CH NEWS,HAVERI

 
Preparations for the Second 
PUC Exam-2, scheduled from 
April 30 to May 13, are un-
derway in Haveri, with offi-
cials instructed to ensure a 
smooth, transparent, and mal-
practice-free conduct of ex-
aminations.

Additional District Magis-
trate Dr. Nagaraj A. chaired a 
review meeting at the District 
Magistrate’s office and direct-
ed all officials to strictly fol-
low examination guidelines 
and maintain confidentiality.

He said the exams will be 
conducted in seven centres 
across the district and stressed 
that officers, route supervi-
sors, observers, and room in-
vigilators must work in coor-
dination and take full respon-
sibility for their duties.

He warned against any ir-
regularities and said students 
should be allowed to write 
exams in a fear-free environ-
ment.

A three-member committee 
has been formed in each ta-
luk, consisting of the Tahsil-
dar, Field Education Officer, 
and Principal, to handle ques-
tion paper distribution. GPS 
tracking has been made man-
datory for vehicles carrying 
question papers, which will 
be transported under police 
protection.

The ADM also instructed 
officials to ensure proper 
cleanliness in examination 
halls, along with basic facili-
ties such as lighting, fans, 
drinking water, toilets, and 
clocks.

Special care has been ad-
vised while assigning invigi-
lators, ensuring subject rele-
vance and avoiding conflicts 
of interest, especially where 
supervisors’ children are ap-
pearing for exams.

Security arrangements will 
include police deployment 
and health staff at all centres. 
CCTV surveillance has been 
made compulsory for han-
dling question papers and an-
swer scripts.

The use of mobile phones, 
smart devices, and other elec-
tronic gadgets has been strict-
ly banned inside examination 
centres. 

Australian Consul General 
visits Mangaluru city 

MANGALURU
 

Australian Consul General 
Hilary McGeachy visited 
Mangaluru, highlighting 
growing cultural and educa-
tional ties between Australia 
and coastal Karnataka. The 
visit focused on strengthening 
people-to-people connections 
and promoting cooperation in 
education and community de-
velopment.

During her visit, McGeachy 
met Most Rev. Dr Peter Paul 
Saldanha, Bishop of the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of 
Mangaluru. The meeting was 
described as warm and friend-
ly, with discussions centred 
on shared values such as ser-
vice to society, education, and 
cultural understanding.

As a symbol of goodwill 
and friendship, both sides ex-
changed gifts, including a 
cricket ball, reflecting the 
common passion for cricket in 
both India and Australia.

The Consul General also 
visited St Aloysius High 
School, a well-known Jesuit 
institution in Mangaluru. She 
toured the campus and 
learned about the school’s 
long-standing contribution to 
quality education and the 

overall development of stu-
dents in the region.

Officials noted that the vis-
it reflects Australia’s efforts to 
build stronger relationships at 
the grassroots level, especial-
ly in areas like education, 
skill development, and cultur-
al exchange.

McGeachy, who is the first 
Australian Consul General 
based in Bengaluru since 
2023, has been actively en-
gaging with Karnataka and 
Telangana to expand bilateral 
cooperation.

Local observers said such 
visits help create new oppor-
tunities for collaboration be-
tween institutions in both 
countries and strengthen aca-
demic and cultural ties. 

NMPA BOOSTS TRADE LINKS WITH MYSURU REGION
MANGALURU

 
NMPA held a business meeting 
with exporters and trade groups 
from Mysuru and Nanjangud to 
improve trade and shipping 
links. The event aimed to sup-
port export growth better logis-
tics and stronger connection 
between industries and the 
New Mangalore Port Authority. 
It was inaugurated by NMPA 

Chairman Sushil Kumar Singh 
along with senior officials from 
the Ministry of Ports and Cus-
toms. Officials explained gov-
ernment plans for improving 
port facilities reducing delays 
and building a strong national 
logistics network. Trade leaders 
from Mysuru Chamber of 
Commerce shared concerns 
and requested better transport 
links and faster cargo move-

ment. The port authority high-
lighted its expansion projects 
improved infrastructure and 
focus on customer friendly ser-
vices for exporters. Customs 
officials assured cooperation to 
simplify procedures and make 
export processes smoother for 
all businesses in the region. 
The meeting also released a 
Golden Jubilee book marking 
fifty years of NMPA service to 

the nation. Industry participants 
took part in an open discussion 
about challenges in trade trans-
port and port connectivity is-
sues. Officials said such meet-
ings will help improve coordi-
nation and strengthen Karnata-
ka’s role in international trade 
growth. They added that 
NMPA is working to become a 
key gateway for exports from 
Karnataka and nearby regions. 
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KOLKATA

Ahead of the second and final 
phase of West Bengal Assem-
bly polls, the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on 
Monday warned that any at-
tempt at false voting will at-
tract strict legal action, in-
cluding imprisonment for the 
individuals making such at-
tempts.

The office of the state Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) said 
that in all the polling booths, 
there would be Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI)-enabled CCTV 
cameras enabling efficient 
web-casting, and these would 
have a direct connection with 
the central control room at the 
CEO’s office in Kolkata as 
well as with the district con-
trol rooms at the offices of the 
district magistrates-cum-dis-
trict electoral officers.

Constant monitoring of the 
activities within the polling 
booths will be done from the 
control rooms. So anyone 
making false voting attempts 
could be easily identified, 
tracked and arrested, a CEO’s 
office functionary said.

The ECI made it clear that 
the false voting attempts are 

punishable under Section 172 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS), 2023, where the of-
fender is punishable up to one 
year of rigorous imprison-
ment.

Even if such attempts are 
done accidentally or careless-
ly, legal complications cannot 
be avoided. This is necessary 
to maintain the principle of 
‘one person, one vote’. If 
there is any complaint or sug-
gestion related to the elec-
tion, the common man can 
directly contact the Commis-
sion either by calling a toll-
free number or by sending an 
email, the CEO’s office func-
tionary said. The second 
phase of elections for 142 
Assembly constituencies will 
be done under blanket securi-
ty coverage of 2,407 compa-
nies of central forces in addi-
tion to personnel from West 
Bengal Police and Kolkata.

There will be a total of 142 
general observers, that is one 
for each of the 142 Assembly 
constituencies, and 95 police 
observers, up from 84 in the 
first phase of polling for 152 
assembly constituencies on 
April 23. The results will be 
declared on May 4.

Mother, son killed in accident in 
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh

Sabarmati bullet train bridge work sees progress

HAZARIBAGH

In a tragic road accident in Jharkhand’s 
Hazaribagh district on Mon-
day, a mother and her son 
lost their lives on the spot 
after the car they were trav-
elling in rammed into a sta-
tionary Hyva truck parked 
along the roadside. Two oth-
er members of the family 

sustained critical injuries in the crash. 
According to police and local sources, 
the incident occurred under the Muffa-

sil police station limits when 
the family of Mahavir Prasad 
was returning from a wedding 
ceremony in Patna. During the 
journey, their vehicle collided 
with the rear end of a Hyva 
truck that had been stationed 
on the roadside.

As per KTTP Act-2000 and recent Amendments the 
Executive Engineer Minor Irrigation & Ground Water 
Development Department Division Belagavi has invited the 
Item rate tender through KPPP (https://kppp.karnataka. 
gov.in).  Total 09 Nos. of Belagavi/Gokak/Athani Sub 
Divisions. Estimate Amount Highest Rs.323.00 Lakhs & 
Lowest Rs.8.50 Lakh. 1. For KW-4 work: Date of Pre-tender 
meeting:05-05-2026  at 11.00 AM, 2.Tender Receipt Last 
Date:06-05-2026 Evening 4.00 PM, 3. Tender Opening 
Date:07-05-2026 Evening 4.30 PM (if possible), 4. For Tender 
Details office address: Executive Engineer, Minor Irrigation & 
Ground Water Development Department Division Belagavi 
& www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in

DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-161/KSMCA/2026-27

Sd/-Executive Engineer,
M.I & GWDD Division, Belagavi. 

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
 MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MINOR IRRIGATION & GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENTDIVISION, BELAGAVI.
PH NO.0831-2463850 / FAX NO.0831-2423008

PH NO.0831-2463850 / FAX NO.0831-2423008
No.EE /MI&GWDDD/BGM/TND/AE/2026-27/186            Date:27-04-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION  (KW-1,2,3&4)

India enters advanced nuke era with PFBR milestone
‘The indigenously developed 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor at Kalpakkam reached its first criticality on April 6’

NEW DELHI

India has taken a significant 
step in its nuclear energy pro-
gramme with the successful 
achievement of first criticality 
at its Prototype Fast Breeder 
Reactor (PFBR), positioning 
the country to join an exclu-
sive group of nations operat-
ing advanced nuclear technol-
ogy at a commercial level.

Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh announced that the in-
digenously developed 500 
MWe Prototype Fast Breeder 
Reactor  a t  Kalpakkam 
reached its first criticality on 
April 6. 

This milestone marks the 
beginning of the second stage 

of India’s three-stage nuclear 
power programme, a long-
term strategy aimed at maxi-
mising the use of the coun-
try’s limited uranium resourc-
es and abundant thorium re-
serves.

The reactor has been de-
signed by the Indira Gandhi 
Centre for Atomic Research 
and constructed by BHAVINI. 
It uses uranium-plutonium 
mixed oxide fuel and is capa-
ble of producing more fissile 
material than it consumes, a 
defining feature of fast breed-
er reactors.

Once fully operational, In-
dia will become the second 
country after Russia to run a 
commercial-level fast breeder 

reactor. Currently, Russia re-
mains the only nation with 
such operational capability, 
while other countries like the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Japan, Ger-

many, and China have either 
discontinued or limited their 
fast reactor programmes.

The achievement is seen as 
a critical step toward unlock-
ing India’s vast thorium re-

serves, which are expected to 
play a central role in the third 
stage of the nuclear pro-
gramme. By generating more 
fuel than it consumes, the re-
actor enhances fuel efficiency 
and reduces long-term depen-
dency on imported nuclear 
materials.

Speaking at a workshop on 
small modular reactors, Singh 
highlighted the broader im-
portance of nuclear energy in 
India’s clean energy transi-
tion. He stated that nuclear 
power will be vital in meeting 
the country’s target of achiev-
ing 100 gigawatts of nuclear 

capacity by 2047, contribut-
ing to sustainability and ener-
gy security. He also pointed 
out that emerging sectors such 
as artificial intelligence, data 
infrastructure, and advanced 
manufacturing will require 
stable and continuous energy 
supplies, further underlining 
the importance of nuclear 
power in India’s future eco-
nomic growth.

With this milestone, India 
has moved closer to becoming 
a global leader in advanced 
nuclear technology, reinforc-
ing its commitment to clean 
energy and long-term energy 
independence.

Major nuclear milestone
* India’s 3-stage Nuclear Programme, PEFB marks signifi-

cant step towards the second stage of the programme, pav-
ing the way for future use of India’s vast thorium reserves.

* Under the recently launched "Nuclear Mission”, 5 Small 
Modular Reactors (SMRs) are planned by 2033.

* SHANTI Act to enable participation of the private sector in 
scaling up India’s nuclear energy capacity.

Bengal polls: EC warns false 
voting leads to imprisonment

Don’t worry about Didi’s 
goons:  

Shah tells Bengal voters 
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Monday urged voters in West 

Bengal to cast their votes without 
fear, assuring them of strong 

security during the second phase 
of Assembly elections on April 29. 
In a message shared on X, Shah 

said people should not worry 
about “Didi’s goons,” referring to 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, 

and highlighted that central forces 
have been deployed extensively 
to maintain order. He added that 
the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF), deployed by the Election 

Commission of India, would remain 
in place for 60 days even after the 

results on May 4, ensuring continued 
protection for voters. Shah also 

expressed confidence that a BJP 
government would be formed after 
the elections. His appeal came as 

campaigning ended for the second 
phase, covering 142 Assembly 

constituencies. 

JAIPUR

Nitin Nabin on Monday inau-
gurated a newly constructed 
Bharatiya Janata Party dis-
trict office in Rajasthan’s 
Tonk during his first visit to 
the state after assuming 
charge as the party’s national 
president. 

The visit highlighted the 
party’s focus on strengthen-
ing its organisational pres-
ence across the region.

Alongside the inauguration 
in Tonk, Nabin virtually 
launched BJP district offices 
in Bundi, Pratapgarh, Barm-
er, Churu, Dungarpur, and 
Pali. He also laid the founda-
tion stone for a new party 
office in Jalore, marking a 

coordinated push to expand 
infrastructure across multiple 
districts.

Addressing party workers, 
Nabin reflected on his early 
political journey and stressed 
the symbolic importance of 
party offices. He described 
them as more than physical 
structures, calling them cen-
tres of ideological strength 
and organisational resolve. 
He also underscored the par-
ty’s commitment to grass-
roots outreach, noting that 
the state government is work-
ing  to  ensure  wel fa re 
schemes reach the last mile.

Highlighting the growth of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Nabin said the party has 
evolved from a marginal 

presence with just two Mem-
bers of Parliament to becom-
ing the largest political or-
ganisation globally. He cred-
ited this transformation to the 
dedication and sacrifices of 
party workers, adding that 
the BJP is currently in power 
in 21 states.

Nabin also spoke about op-
portunities for youth in Ra-
jasthan, pointing to develop-
ments in renewable energy 
and emerging economic sec-
tors. He said the govern-
ment’s focus on entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment 
would help young people 
transition from job seekers to 
job creators. 

He further highlighted the 
role of initiatives like the Ris-

ing Rajasthan Investment 
Summit in generating em-
ployment opportunities.

The event also featured 
remarks from Radhamohan 
Das Agarwal, who made 
pointed political comments 
targeting Sachin Pilot, the 
MLA from Tonk. Agarwal 
criticised Pilot’s connec-
tion to the constituency, 
adding a political edge to 
the otherwise organisation-
al event. Nabin concluded 
by noting that the BJP now 
has offices in over 600 dis-
tricts nationwide, describ-
ing them as hubs for 
strengthening both ideolo-
gy and organisational ca-
pacity as the party looks to 
expand further.

Nitin Nabin opens 7 BJP district offices in Rajasthan

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Women and 
Child Development on Mon-
day announced that nomina-
tions for the Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PM-
RBP) will remain open until 
July 31. This national-level 
award is presented every year 
to recognise exceptional 
achievements of children 
aged between 5 and 18 years 
who are Indian citizens resid-
ing in the country.

The award honours young 
achievers across a range of 
fields, including bravery, 
sports, social service, science 
and technology, environment, 

and arts and culture. The 
Ministry stated that nomina-
tions can be submitted by 
any  c i t i zen ,  inc lud ing 
self-nominations, but only 
through the National Awards 
Portal.

In a related development, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
has also issued a reminder 
that July 31 is the last date 
for submitting nominations 
and recommendations for the 
Padma Awards, which will be 
announced on Republic Day 
2027. The nomination pro-
cess, which began on March 
15, is being conducted entire-
ly online through the Rashtri-
ya Puraskar Portal.

The Padma Awards—Pad-
ma Vibhushan, Padma Bhu-
shan, and Padma Shri—are 
among the highest civilian 
honours in the country. Nom-
inations must include all re-
quired details in the pre-
scribed format, along with a 
citation of up to 800 words 
highlighting the nominee’s 
exceptional achievements or 
service.

Instituted in 1954, the 
Padma Awards recognise 
distinguished contributions 
across diverse fields such as 
art, literature, education, 
sports, medicine, science, 
public affairs, civil service, 
and industry.

Nominations open for PM Rashtriya 
Bal Puraskar till July 31
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AHMEDABAD
 
Construction of a 36-me-
tre-high bridge over the 
Sabarmati River is pro-
gressing steadily as part of 
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
High-Speed Rail (Bullet 
Train) project, with several 
key structural milestones 
already achieved, officials 
said. The bridge, approxi-
mately 480 metres in 
length and comparable in 
height to a 12-storey build-

ing, is being built along-
side the Western Rail-
way’s Ahmedabad-Delhi 
main line. It is situated 
between the proposed Sa-
barmati and Ahmedabad 
high-speed rail stations, 
around one km from Sa-
barmati station and about 
four km from Ahmed-
abad station. All eight 
circular piers, each mea-
suring between 6 and 6.5 
metres in diameter, have 
been completed. 
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TMP members take oath 
in Tripura tribal council

QUICK READ
Pedestrian dragged to 
death by speeding bus 

in MP’s Morena

Jharkhand HC  
pulls up govt over coal 

mine safety

Morena
A horrific road accident 

on Jaura Road in Morena 
claimed the life of a for-
ty-year-old woman on 
Monday morning after 

she was struck and 
dragged by a speeding 
bus, officials said. The 

victim, identified as 
Kamla Baghel, a resident 

of Baripura, was at-
tempting to cross the 
road around 10 a.m. 

when the vehicle 
knocked her down. In a 
sequence of events de-
scribed by authorities as 

particularly brutal, the 
driver failed to apply the 

brakes after the initial 
impact, instead dragging 
the woman for approxi-
mately thirty feet along 
the pavement. The se-

verity of the incident re-
sulted in her immediate 

death at the scene.

RANCHI

The Jharkhand High Court on Monday took 
a strict stance on the safety, health, and rights 
of coal mine workers. Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of the issue, a division bench of Jus-
tice Sujit Narayan Prasad and Justice Sanjay 
Prasad directed the state’s Chief Inspector of 
Factories to appear in person at the next date 
of hearing. 

The Supreme Court, in recent years, has 
issued stringent directions concerning the 
safety of mine workers and their right to life. 
The apex court had clearly stated that the life 
and health of those working in mines are of 
paramount importance and that negligence at 
any level would not be tolerated.

MP govt to challenge HC 
order on RTO check posts

The HC, through its Jabalpur Bench, had on April 22 directed the state to 
make all defunct check posts operational within 30 days

BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to challenge 
a recent directive by the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court or-
dering the reopening of all 
Regional Transport Office 
(RTO) check posts.

Speaking to reporters at the 
state Assembly, Singh con-
firmed that the government is 
preparing to move a Division 
Bench against the High 
Court’s order issued by its Ja-
balpur Bench. The directive, 
passed on April 22, instructed 
the state to make all defunct 
RTO check posts operational 
within 30 days. The court was 
hearing a contempt petition 
filed by Rajneesh Tripathi.

The Bench, led by Justice 

Vishal Mishra, stressed the 
importance of physical check 
posts in ensuring road safety 
and regulatory compliance. It 
observed that such check-
points are essential for moni-
toring heavy vehicles, pre-
venting overloading, and 
curbing unauthorized trans-
port operations.

The court noted that the 
state government had previ-
ously assured that the check 
posts would remain function-
al but later shut them down on 
June 30, 2024. This action, 
the Bench said, violated both 
earlier court directions and 
the government’s own under-
taking. The closure, according 
to the court, weakened en-
forcement mechanisms, in-
creased the risk of road acci-

dents, and led to a rise in ille-
gal transport activities.

Rejecting the state’s reli-
ance on alternative measures 
such as mobile enforcement 
units and faceless monitoring 
systems, the court described 
these approaches as ineffec-
tive. It further emphasized 

that assurances given by the 
government carry the same 
binding value as judicial or-
ders and must be adhered to 
strictly.

The public interest litiga-
tion, filed in 2025, raised con-
cerns over enforcement gaps 
following the shutdown of 
check posts. The petitioner 
argued that overloaded vehi-
cles were causing damage to 
roads and public infrastruc-
ture, while violations such as 
operating without permits had 
increased significantly.

The High Court has made it 
clear that its directions are 
mandatory and warned that 
failure to comply within the 
stipulated timeframe could 
lead to contempt proceedings 
against responsible officials.

Bihar STF's crackdown 
on crime, Naxal networks
PATNA

The Bihar Special Task Force 
has reported major progress in 
its ongoing crackdown on or-
ganised crime and Naxalite 
activity, with officials stating 
that coordinated operations in 
recent months have signifi-
cantly improved law and or-
der across the state.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Police Headquar-
ters in Patna, Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police Sanjay 
Kumar Singh, accompanied 
by DIG Niraj Kumar, detailed 
the outcomes of operations 
conducted between January 1 
and April 22. He revealed that 
the Special Task Force carried 
out 10 encounters during this 
period, resulting in the deaths 
of three criminals and injuries 
to seven others.

Singh stated that these ac-
tions have dealt a significant 
blow to organised criminal 
networks and contributed to 
strengthening the overall law 
and order situation in the 
state. The STF has also made 
notable gains in its anti-Nax-
alite campaign, with key sur-
renders marking a shift in the 
security landscape.

Among the major develop-
ments, a wanted Naxalite 
leader carrying a reward of Rs 
3 lakh laid down arms and re-
joined mainstream society. 
Another criminal with a Rs 2 
lakh bounty also surrendered. 
According to Singh, these 
steps indicate that extremist 

activities in Bihar have been 
brought under substantial 
control.

However, he noted that vig-
ilance continues in sensitive 
regions such as Jamui, Lakh-
isarai, Gaya, and Aurangabad, 
where authorities are main-
taining close surveillance to 
prevent any resurgence.

The STF has also intensi-
fied its focus on dismantling 
organised crime syndicates, 
including land mafias and il-
legal financial operations. Of-
ficials said that criminal assets 
are being identified and cases 
are being referred under the 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act to the Enforcement 
Directorate for further action. 
In addition, targeted opera-
tions were carried out in bor-
der districts such as Sitamar-
hi, Madhubani, Supaul, Arar-
ia, Kishanganj, West Cham-
paran, and East Champaran. 
These drives led to significant 
seizures of narcotics, includ-
ing heroin, ganja, opium, and 
codeine syrup, along with 
multiple arrests.

To enhance operational ef-
ficiency, the STF has increas-
ingly deployed advanced 
technologies such as drones 
and aerial surveillance, com-
bined with coordinated raids 
by Special Operations Groups. 

The initiative aims to 
choke the flow of  funds 
to left-wing extremists 

in the state

AGARTALA

Newly elected members of the Tripu-
ra Tribal Areas Autonomous District 
Council from the Tipra Motha Party 
were sworn in on Monday, while the 
BJP chose to boycott the ceremony, 
signaling political tensions within the 
state’s tribal governance body.

The oath-taking ceremony was held 
at the council headquarters in Khu-
mulwng, located about 20 kilometres 
from Agartala. Law Secretary Sankari 
Das administered the oath or affirma-
tion to the newly elected members, 
formally marking the beginning of 
the council’s new term.

Despite the completion of the 
swearing-in process, the formation of 
the council’s leadership has been 

postponed. According to a senior Ti-
pra Motha Party leader, the election 
of key posts such as the Chairman and 
the Chief Executive Member (CEM) 
will be deferred until the results of the 
West Bengal Assembly elections are 
announced. The reason behind linking 
the council’s internal process to the 
election outcome was not disclosed.

Tipra Motha Party supremo Pradyot 
Bikram Manikya Debbarma stated 
after the ceremony that the new coun-
cil would focus on critical sectors in-
cluding education, healthcare, water 
supply, infrastructure development, 
and entrepreneurship. 

The party, which represents tribal 
interests, is currently a junior ally in 
the BJP-led coalition government in 
Tripura.

SC ORDERS PROBE INTO DENIAL OF 
EMERGENCY CARE IN DELHI ASSAULT CASE

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India on 
Monday took suo motu cognisance 
of a brutal assault on a woman ad-
vocate in Delhi and directed an 
inquiry into allegations that multi-
ple hospitals refused her emergen-
cy treatment despite her critical 
condition.

A Bench led by Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant, along with Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, initiated 
proceedings after receiving a letter 
from advocate Sneha Kalita. The 
letter highlighted the shocking in-
cident involving the victim, a prac-
tising lawyer at Karkardooma 
Courts, who was allegedly stabbed 
multiple times by her husband.

During the hearing, the court 
was informed that the victim sus-
tained severe injuries to vital organs 
after being attacked with a sharp-
edged weapon. Despite repeated 

calls to the Police Control Room and 
urgent attempts to secure medical 
care, she was allegedly denied ad-
mission by three hospitals. She was 
eventually admitted to the AIIMS 
Trauma Centre in the early hours, 
where she received critical treatment.

Taking serious note of the situa-
tion, the apex court directed the in-
vestigating officer to examine the 
circumstances under which emer-
gency medical assistance was de-
nied and to submit a detailed status 
report. The Bench emphasized that 
refusal of treatment in such 
life-threatening conditions raises 
grave concerns and must be thor-
oughly investigated.

Appearing for the Delhi govern-
ment, Additional Solicitor General 
Aishwarya Bhati informed the court 
that a First Information Report had 
been registered and the accused 
husband was arrested during the 
night of April 25–26. She added 

that the victim’s condition has since 
stabilised after initial treatment at 
AIIMS, and she has been shifted to 
a private hospital for further care.

The court also directed the Delhi 
Police Commissioner to transfer the 
investigation to a senior officer, 
preferably a woman officer of the 
rank of Assistant Commissioner of 
Police or Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, to ensure a fair and sensitive 
probe into the matter.

In addition, the court ordered au-
thorities to trace the whereabouts of 
the victim’s two minor daughters, 
who were reportedly taken away by 
her in-laws following the attack. 
The case has raised serious ques-
tions about emergency healthcare 
access and institutional accountabil-
ity, with the Supreme Court’s inter-
vention underscoring the urgency of 
ensuring that critical patients are 
not denied life-saving treatment un-
der any circumstances.

Police in J&K’s 
Anantnag bust 
massive drug 

racket, arrest 4
SRINAGAR

Police in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district said on 
Monday that they busted a ma-
jor drug racket, recovered 166 
kg contraband and arrested 
four people. A police statement 
said that in one of the biggest 
anti-drug operations in the dis-
trict, Anantnag Police seized 
over 166 kilograms of narcot-
ics, including ganja and cha-
ras, and arrested four accused 
in a series of coordinated ac-
tions across the district. Offi-
cials said that acting on specif-
ic inputs and during routine 
checking, multiple police 
teams carried out operations at 
different locations, leading to 
the recovery of huge quantities 
of contraband and the arrest of 
key peddlers.
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QUICK READ
Uzbek former first 

daughter goes on trial 
in Switzerland

EU extends sanctions 
against Myanmar by a 

year

King Charles jets to US 
for trip overshadowed 

by shooting

Zurich
The trial of Gulnara Kari-
mova, daughter of a for-

mer Uzbek president, and 
Swiss private bank Lom-

bard Odier ‌on money 
laundering charges began 

on Monday in Switzer-
land’s Federal Criminal 
Court, in a case dating 

back two decades. Kari-
mova is accused of taking 
bribes and running a crim-

inal organisation known 
as The Office that alleg-

edly channelled hundreds 
of millions of dollars to 

accounts in Switzerland 
between 2005 and 2013. 
Geneva-based Lombard 
Odier and an ex-employ-

ee of the bank are sus-
pected of having played a 
decisive role in enabling 
the concealment of pro-
ceeds of Karimova’s al-
leged criminal activity. 

Karimova, ‌a daughter of 
the late Islam Karimov, 

who was president for 25 
years, is in prison in Uz-
bekistan. She and Lom-
bard Odier have denied 

anywrongdoing.

Brussels
The European Union on 

Monday extended its 
sanctions against Myan-

mar until at least May 
2027, in an effort to main-
tain pressure on the coun-

try’s ‌military rulers more 
than five years after their 
coup toppled an elected 
government. The meas-

ures include asset freezes, 
travel bans and an arms 

embargo for 105 individu-
als and 22 entities. They 
were first imposed after 

the February 2021 military 
coup and the subsequent 

crackdown on dissent. 
The EU reiterates its 

strongest condemnation 
of the actions taken by 
the Myanmar military 

since the 2021 coup, the 
EU Council said, citing 

what it described as con-
tinuing grave human 
rights violations and 

widespread restrictions 
on fundamental free-

doms.

London
Britain’s King Charles and 

Queen Camilla arrive in 
the United States later on 

Monday for a four-day 
trip, a tour which has tak-
en on even greater promi-

nence after the White 
House Correspondents’ 

dinner shooting and amid 
acrimony between the 

close allies. The state ‌vis-
it, by far the most 

high-profile and conse-
quential of Charles’s 

reign, marks the 250th 
anniversary of the U.S. 

declaration of independ-
ence from British rule, and 
is the first to the country 
by a British monarch for 

two decades. 
It begins with a private 
meeting with self-pro-

claimed.

Archbishop of Canterbury meets Pope Leo XIV at Vatican
VATICAN CITY

 
Pope Leo and new Archbish-
op of Canterbury Sarah Mul-
lally met for the first time on 
Monday, in a symbolic en-
counter at the Vatican in 
which ‌the leaders of the 
long-separated Catholic 
Church and Church of En-
gland exchanged gifts and 
prayed together.

Mullally, the first woman to 
serve as spiritual leader of the 
world’s 85 million Anglicans, 
was welcomed by Leo, the 
first U.S. leader of the world’s 
1.4 billion Catholics, into his 

formal office at the Vati-
can’s ornate apostolic pal-
ace.

The two, who lead Chris-
tian denominations that split 
from each other in acrimony 
in 1534, met privately be-
fore going together to a 17th 
century chapel where they 
recited prayers in unison.

In formal remarks ⁠to Leo, 
Mullally thanked the pope 
for his new, forceful speak-
ing style, which the pontiff 
used on a four-nation Africa 
tour to sharply denounce 
war and despotism and 
which attracted the ire of 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump.

The world needed this 
message at this time – thank 
you, the archbishop said. It 
reminded us that despite our 
sufferings, people long for 
life in all its fullness, and 
countless people are work-
ing each day for this vision 
of the common good.

Leo told Mullally that 
progress had been made in 
drawing the  Cathol ic 
Church and Church of En-
gland together but lamented 
that new problems have 
arisen in recent decades, 

without specifying those 
problems.

We must not allow these 
continuing challenges to 
prevent us from using every 
possible opportunity to pro-
claim Christ to the world 
together, said the pope.

Mullally, visiting Rome 
this week, was installed as 
the ‌new ⁠Archbishop of Can-
terbury in March, in a his-
toric shift that was met with 
mixed reactions from the 
global Anglican Commu-
nion, particularly among 
more conservative provinc-
es in Africa and Asia.

Ahead of the meeting, 
Mullally told ITV News that 
she felt very humbled, very 
privileged to meet Leo. 
There is a long relationship 
and fellowship between the 
Anglican Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church, we 
will continue to build on 
that relationship, she said.

The Church of England 
broke away from the Catho-
lic Church ⁠in 1534, sparked 
by Pope Clement VII’s deci-
sion to refuse King Henry 
VIII’s request for an annul-
ment of his marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon. 

HISTORIC ENCOUNTER

Oil prices rise amid stalled US-Iran peace talks
Mediators indicate that negotiations are still active, even as disagreements over key issues

WASHINGTON
 

Efforts to ease tensions be-
tween the United States and 
Iran continue behind the 
scenes despite a breakdown in 
direct diplomatic engagement.
Mediators indicate that nego-
tiations are still active, even 
as disagreements over key 
issues, particularly Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions, keep both 
sides at a distance. Sources 
from Pakistan, which has 
been acting as a mediator, 
confirmed that diplomatic 
channels remain open be-
tween Washington and Teh-
ran. However, hopes for a 
breakthrough suffered a set-
back after former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump abruptly 
cancelled a planned visit by 
his envoys to Islamabad. The 
visit was expected to facilitate 
face-to-face discussions with 
Iranian representatives, mark-
ing a critical step toward 

de-escalation.Iranian officials 
have reportedly proposed a 
phased approach to negotia-
tions. According to sources in 
Tehran, the initial priority 
would be to halt ongoing hos-
tilities and address disruptions 
to shipping in the strategically 
vital Strait of Hormuz. Broad-
er discussions, including 
those concerning Iran’s nucle-
ar program, would be de-
ferred to a later stage. This 
proposal, however, appears 
unlikely to satisfy US de-
mands, which insist that nu-
clear issues must be addressed 
upfront as a precondition for 
any agreement.Diplomatic ac-
tivity over the weekend high-
lighted both urgency and 
complexity. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araqchi made 
multiple visits to Islamabad 
while also traveling to Oman, 
another key player in regional 
mediation efforts. On Mon-
day, he arrived in Russia to 

meet President Vladimir Pu-
tin, a longstanding ally of 
Tehran, in a move seen as 
strengthening Iran’s diplomat-
ic backing.Meanwhile, eco-
nomic repercussions are be-
coming evident. Global oil 
markets reacted swiftly to the 
continued uncertainty, with 
Brent crude prices rising ap-
proximately 2.5 percent to 
around $108 per barrel. The 
increase reflects concerns over 
potential disruptions in one of 
the world’s most critical energy 
corridors.Speaking in a tele-

vised interview, Trump reiterat-
ed Washington’s stance, em-
phasizing that Iran must aban-
don any pursuit of nuclear 
weapons before meaningful 
talks can proceed. He suggested 
that communication channels 
remain open, but made it clear 
that the terms for engagement 
are non-negotiable.As both 
sides remain entrenched in their 
positions, the path to a diplo-
matic resolution appears in-
creasingly uncertain, leaving 
global markets and regional 
stability hanging in the balance.

Shipping traffic through Hormuz remains 
muted

London :
Shipping activity 
through the strate-
gically vital Strait 
of Hormuz remains 
significantly reduced 
as tensions between 
the United States 
and Iran continue without resolution.
According to shipping data released on Monday, at 
least seven vessels, primarily dry bulk carriers, crossed 
the Strait of Hormuz in the past 24 hours. This figure is 
far below normal levels and highlights the continuing 
disruption caused by the standoff between Washing-
ton and Tehran. Before the conflict escalated in late 
February, the waterway typically saw an average of 
around 140 vessels passing through daily.
The recent ships included vessels departing from Iraqi 
ports, along with one dry bulk carrier originating from 
an Iranian port. 

As New Mexico probes Epstein, 
local survivors come forward

SANTA FE
 

Authorities in New Mexico 
have intensified efforts to un-
cover the extent of alleged 
abuse linked to the late finan-
cier and convicted sex offend-
er Jeffrey Epstein at his re-
mote ranch property. 

Officials are now working 
to identify how many local 
women and girls may have 
been victims over the years.

The investigation centers 
on Epstein’s sprawling Zorro 
Ranch, where multiple indi-
viduals have claimed they 
were transported and subject-
ed to abuse by Epstein and his 
associates. While earlier ac-
counts largely involved vic-
tims brought in from outside 
the state, authorities have now 
confirmed contact with sever-
al New Mexico residents who 
allege they were also abused 

at the property.
Marianna Anaya, a state 

lawmaker involved in the in-
quiry, stated that the Truth 
Commission established to 
investigate Epstein’s activities 
has been approached by local 
individuals claiming to be 
victims. This marks the first 
time officials have publicly 
acknowledged outreach from 
residents within the state re-
garding alleged abuse at the 
ranch.

Previously, only one New 
Mexico-based victim had 
been publicly identified — a 
former massage therapist 
from Santa Fe. However, the 
latest developments suggest 
that the number of local vic-
tims could be significantly 
higher than initially believed. 
Authorities are now working 
to verify these claims and de-
termine the scope of alleged 
misconduct during the de-
cades Epstein owned the 

property.
The Truth Commission is 

collaborating with the New 
Mexico Department of Justice 
to support survivors and as-
sess whether viable criminal 
cases can be pursued against 
individuals linked to Epstein. 
Although Epstein himself 
died in 2019 while awaiting 
trial, investigators continue to 
examine the role of alleged 
co-conspirators who may still 
face legal consequences.

The inquiry reflects a 
broader effort to provide jus-
tice to survivors and ensure 
accountability for those in-
volved. Officials have empha-
sized that outreach from vic-
tims is a critical step in build-
ing cases and understanding 
the full extent of the abuse 
network that may have oper-
ated at the secluded ranch for 
more than two decades.

Russian drone 
attack on Odesa 

wounds 14: Officials
ODESA

 
An overnight Russian drone 
‌attack on Ukraine's southern 
city of Odesa wounded more 
than a dozen people, includ-
ing two children, and dam-
aged residential buildings, 
Ukrainian officials said on 
Monday.

The strikes caused the 
worst damage in the historic 
central Prymorskyi district, 
where residential buildings, a 
hotel and facilities were dam-
aged, said Serhiy Lysak, the 
head of the local military ad-
ministration, on Telegram.
Most of the injured people 
were located ⁠there, Lysak 
said. The regional governor, 
Oleh Kiper, said the number 
of injured rose to 14. Odesa, a 
major Black Sea port and a 
focal point for Ukrainian ex-

ports, has been a repeated tar-
get of Russian attacks during 
more than four years of Rus-
sia's war.It was an extremely 
difficult night, Lysak said, 
adding that high-rise residen-
tial buildings, private homes 
and vehicles came under at-
tack in two other districts.He 
posted photographs of a dam-
aged building with shattered 
windows.

We made it through. Old 
buildings are the strongest, 
Volodymyr Taban, 68, a resi-
dent of the damaged building, 
told Reuters as he cleared de-
bris.Ukraine's seaports au-
thority said that ‌port ⁠infra-
structure of the Greater Odesa 
hub came under attack, and a 
Ramco Nauru-flagged vessel 
sustained minor damage as it 
moved through a Ukrainian 
maritime corridor.

US dinner shooting 
suspect to appear in court

WASHINGTON
 

A man accused of attempting 
a violent attack at a high-pro-
file Washington dinner attend-
ed by former US President 
Donald Trump is set to appear 
in federal court.

Cole Tomas Allen,  a 
31-year-old resident of Tor-
rance, California, is scheduled 
to make his first appearance 
before a federal judge in 
Washington.

 The court proceeding fol-
lows his arrest after an al-
leged attempt to attack attend-
ees at the White House Corre-
spondents’ Association Din-
ner, an annual gathering that 
brings together journalists, 
politicians, and prominent 
public figures.

According to officials, Al-
len is expected to face charges 
including assault on a federal 
officer and the use of a fire-
arm during a violent crime. 
Jeanine Pirro, the top federal 
prosecutor in Washington, in-

dicated that formal charges 
would be filed shortly. Mean-
while, Acting Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Blanche stated that 
additional charges, potentially 
including attempted assassi-
nation, remain under consid-
eration as investigators con-
tinue to examine the case.

Authorities revealed that 
Allen allegedly carried out the 
attack at the Washington Hil-
ton, where the event was be-
ing held. He is said to have 
traveled from California by 
train and booked a room at 
the hotel prior to the incident. 
Investigators also reported 
that he left behind a manifesto 
outlining intentions to target 
senior officials from the 
Trump administration, with 
indications that Trump him-
self may have been among the 
intended targets.

The incident unfolded when 
Allen allegedly fired a shot-
gun at a Secret Service agent 
stationed at a security check-
point inside the hotel. The 

agent was struck, but a pro-
tective tactical vest prevented 
serious injury. Law enforce-
ment officers quickly subdued 
the suspect within the security 
perimeter, averting what offi-
cials described as a potential-
ly catastrophic attack.

The gunfire caused imme-
diate chaos inside the ball-
room, with attendees scram-
bling for cover as security 
personnel rushed to evacuate 
key figures. Trump, who was 
scheduled to address the gath-
ering later in the evening, was 
swiftly escorted away from 
the stage.Officials confirmed 
that Allen was also armed 
with a handgun and multiple 
knives at the time of his ar-
rest. He was later taken to a 
hospital for evaluation. 

Allen is expected to face 
charges including assault 

on a federal officer and 
the use of  a firearm 

during a violent crime

Philippines-US 
stage counter-
landing drills 

with allies
PALAWAN

 
As simulated enemy boats 
and unmanned craft closed in 
on the shores of Palawan-is-
land facing the South China 
‌Sea, Philippine and U.S. forc-
es conducted counter-landing 
drills on Monday, repelling a 
mock assault by using live 
fire against designated targets 
and intercepting threats.The 
display of advanced weapons 
capabilities and operational 
readiness was part of the an-
nual Balikatan or shoulder to 
shoulder exercises, bringing 
together forces from the Phil-
ippines, the United States, 
Australia and New Zealand to 
rehearse coastal defence ma-
noeuvres and test their ability 
to work together to protect 
territorial waters.Philippine 
military chief Romeo ⁠Brawn-
er underscored the location's 
strategic value, noting that 
Palawan faces the South Chi-
na Sea and lies opposite the 
Kalayaan Island Group.

Russia summons German 
envoy over lawmaker's 

meeting with Chechen exile
MOSCOW

 
Russia's foreign ministry said 
on Monday it had summoned 
the German ambassador over 
a meeting in Kyiv between a 
German lawmaker and ‌a 
Chechen separatist who Mos-
cow says leads a terrorist or-
ganisation.

Russia said it had lodged a 
complaint with German Am-
b a s s a d o r  A l e x a n d e r 
Lambsdorff over what it said 
were talks between 
Bundestag deputy 
Roderich Kiesewet-
ter  and Akhmed 
Zakayev,  whom 
⁠Moscow says leads 
the outlawed Chech-
en Republic of Ich-
keria.

The Chechen Republic of 
Ichkeria won de facto inde-
pendence from Moscow after 
the first Chechen War in the 
mid 1990s, but its leadership 
later went into exile.

Ichkeria is the historical 

name for Russia's southern 
region of Chechnya, which 
was devastated by two bloody 
wars between Russian troops 
and Chechen separatists fol-
lowing ‌the ⁠Soviet Union's 
collapse in 1991.

Russia designates Ichkeria 
as a terrorist organisation and 
treats any related structures or 
representatives as outlawed.

A strong protest has been 
expressed with the ambassa-
dor regarding the ⁠recent 

meeting in Kyiv, the 
foreign ministry 
said, adding that 
Moscow viewed the 
contacts as interfer-
ence in Russia’s in-
ternal affairs and 
warned ⁠Berlin of 
negat ive conse-

quences for actions it de-
scribed as hostile. 

A spokesperson for the 
Foreign Office in Berlin 
called the ⁠allegations com-
pletely unfounded and base-
less.
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RPL EXPANDS, INTRODUCES 
WOMEN’S TEAMS IN HISTORIC STEP
HYDERABAD

The Rugby Premier League 
has announced a landmark 
expansion with the introduc-
tion of women’s franchises in 
its second season, marking a 
significant step forward for 
rugby development in India 
and strengthening opportuni-
ties for female athletes at the 
professional level.

Building on the success of 
the inaugural 2025 edition, 
the league will now feature 
women’s teams alongside the 
men’s competition, expanding 
its reach and ambition. Four 
existing men’s franchises—
Chennai Bulls, Delhi Redz, 
Mumbai Dreamers, and Kol-
kata Banga Tigers—will field 
women’s sides in the upcom-
ing season, signalling a struc-
tured push toward gender in-

clusion in the sport.
The inclusion is being 

viewed as a transformative 
moment for Indian rugby, 
aimed at building a sustain-
able ecosystem that supports 
both men’s and women’s par-
ticipation at a high-perfor-
mance level. Officials have 
emphasised that the move is 
designed not only to broaden 
the player base but also to el-
evate the competitive stan-
dard of the league.

The league will be held 
from June 16 to 28 at Gachi-
bowli Stadium in Hyderabad, 
continuing its partnership 
with HSBC as title sponsor. 
The first season, staged in 
Mumbai, featured six men’s 
franchises and played a key 
role in increasing visibility for 
rugby in the country.

With the expansion, the 

league is expected to attract 
greater attention from fans, 
broadcasters, and young ath-
letes, especially women who 
now have a clearer profes-
sional pathway within the 
sport. The introduction of 
women’s teams is also ex-
pected to inspire grassroots 

participation and strengthen 
the overall rugby structure in 
India.

Rahul Bose, president of 
Rugby India, welcomed the 
development, calling it a 
long-awaited and visionary 
step that aligns with the fed-
eration’s long-term goals. He 

highlighted the growing pool 
of talented women players 
and expressed optimism about 
the impact the league will 
have on their development.

Sujoy Ganguly, Chief Mar-
keting Officer at GMR Sports, 
described the expansion as a 
natural progression of the 
league’s evolution, stressing 
its commitment to nurturing 
talent across both genders 
while enhancing the entertain-
ment and competitive value of 
the tournament.

The player draft and auc-
tion for both men’s and 
women’s teams, including 
new franchises Hyderabad 
Heroes and Bengaluru Brave-
hearts, is scheduled to take 
place in Hyderabad on April 
30, setting the stage for an 
expanded and more inclusive 
second season.

Rugby Premier League adds women’s franchises marking major expansion milestone in India sport

Sinner cruises in 
Madrid as Gauff battles 

illness to stay alive
MADRID

World number one Jannik 
Sinner continued his domi-
nant run at the Madrid Open, 
advancing to the round of 16 
with a comfortable straight-
sets win, while American star 
Coco Gauff showed remark-
able resilience to fight 
through illness and stay alive 
in the tournament.

Sinner extended his win-
ning streak to 19 matches 
with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
Danish qualif ier  Elmer 
Moller in just 77 minutes at 
the Caja Magica. The Italian, 
who is chasing a maiden clay 

Masters 1000 title, 
controlled the 

match from the 
start, breaking 
s e r v e  f o u r 
t i m e s  a n d 
barely facing 
trouble on his 

own delivery.
The top 

s e e d 
h a s 

now won 24 consecutive 
Masters 1000 matches, under-
lining his consistency at the 
highest level. Despite not yet 
securing a major clay title at 
this level, Sinner continues to 
look increasingly comfortable 
on the surface as the tourna-
ment progresses.

He will next face Britain’s 
Cameron Norrie in the round 
of 16, with confidence high 
following another composed 
performance. Sinner said his 
focus remained on staying 
calm and serving effectively 
in key moments, which he 
identified as the key to his 
victory. Elsewhere in the 
draw, Lorenzo Musetti also 
advanced with a straight-sets 
win over Tallon Griekspoor, 
setting up an intriguing clash 
with Jiri Lehecka.

However,  the biggest 
talking point of the day came 
from Gauff’s gritty perfor-
mance. The world number 

three struggled visibly 
due to a stomach vi-
rus that has been af-
fecting several play-
ers in Madrid this 
week. Despite vomit-

ing during the match 
and requiring medical 

attention, Gauff managed 
to overcome Sorana Cirstea 

4-6, 7-5, 6-1 in a physically 
draining two-hour battle. At 
one point, she looked in se-
vere discomfort but continued 
to fight through each game.

Gauff admitted after the 
match that she was unsure 
how she completed the con-
test, but said her determination 
to avoid withdrawing kept her 
going. She added that she is 
hoping to recover quickly as 
the tournament progresses. 
The illness outbreak has al-
ready impacted several play-
ers, including withdrawals and 
retirements earlier in the week, 
adding an unexpected chal-
lenge to the Madrid draw.

Jannik Sinner 
continues winning run 

while Coco Gauff  
overcomes illness 

scare

Simons suffers heartbreaking injury setback ending 
Spurs season and World Cup hopes

Simons ruled out of season and 
WC after devastating injury blow
LONDON

Xavi Simons has been ruled 
out of the remainder of the 
season and this summer’s 
World Cup after suffering a 
serious knee injury, leaving 
the Tottenham Hotspur mid-
fielder “heartbroken” follow-
ing a major setback in both 
club and international foot-
ball.

The  23-year-o ld  was 
stretchered off in visible dis-
tress during Tottenham 
Hotspur’s narrow 1-0 Premier 
League victory over already 
relegated Wolves. Simons 
was seen clutching his right 
knee after a challenge and im-
mediately required medical 
attention, raising fears of a 
significant ligament injury.

In an emotional statement 
posted on social media, Si-
mons confirmed that his sea-
son had come to an abrupt 
end, with early reports sug-
gesting a possible ACL injury 
that could sideline him for 
several months.

Describing the moment as 
one of the most painful of his 
career, Simons said life had 
felt “cruel” and admitted he 
was struggling to come to 
terms with the situation. He 
expressed deep disappoint-
ment at being unable to con-
tinue fighting for his team 
during a critical stage of the 
campaign.

Simons also confirmed that 
the injury had ended his 
hopes of representing the 
Netherlands at the upcoming 
World Cup in North America, 
calling the timing especially 

difficult after what he de-
scribed as a strong personal 
season. The midfielder has 
been a key figure for both 
club and country, earning 34 
international caps and estab-
lishing himself as one of Eu-
rope’s most promising young 
playmakers.

His absence is a major blow 
for Tottenham Hotspur, who 
are currently battling to se-
cure Premier League safety. 

Under new manager Roberto 
De Zerbi, Spurs sit just two 
points above the relegation 
zone with four matches re-
maining, and Simons was ex-
pected to play a central role in 
their survival push.

For the Netherlands nation-
al team, his injury is equally 
damaging, with Simons wide-
ly expected to be part of their 
squad for the tournament set 
to begin on June 11.

FIFA plans prize money 
boost for expanded 
2026 WORLD CUP
VANCOUVER

FIFA is set to increase prize 
money for the 2026 World 
Cup, with discussions under-
way to enhance financial re-
wards for all 48 participating 
teams in what is expected to 
be the most lucrative edition 
of the tournament yet.

The proposal, which is ex-
pected to be reviewed at the 
upcoming FIFA Council 
meeting ahead of the 76th 
FIFA Congress in Vancouver, 
reflects the organisation’s 
strong financial position and 
rising global revenues. FIFA 
has indicated that it is in ac-
tive consultation with nation-
al associations to expand the 
prize pool and overall finan-
cial contributions linked to 
the tournament.

In its earlier announcement 
in December, FIFA had al-
ready revealed a 50 percent 
increase in prize money com-
pared to the previous edition, 
with a base al-
l o c a t i o n  o f 
$655 million 
earmarked pri-
marily for per-
f o r -
mance-based 
payments to 
participating 
nations. How-
ever, officials 
have now con-
firmed that fur-
ther increases are being con-
sidered as revenues for the 
2023–2026 cycle are project-
ed to exceed $11 billion.

Under the existing struc-
ture, the tournament winners 
are set to receive $50 million, 
while runners-up would earn 
$33 million. Teams exiting at 

the group stage 
are guaranteed 
$9  mi l l i on 
each, along 
with an addi-
t ional  $1.5 
million allocat-
ed to every qual-
ified nation to sup-
por t  p repara t ion 
costs.

The expanded 48-
team format for the 
2026 edition, to be 
co-hosted by the 
United States, Mex-
ico, and Canada, 
has significantly 
boosted commer-
cial opportunities, 
contributing to FI-
FA’s record finan-
cial outlook. Ac-
cording to its lat-
est financial re-
port, 93 percent 
of projected rev-
enues have al-
ready been se-

cured , 
underlining the scale 
and success of its 
global operations.

FIFA stated that the 
increased prize mon-
ey is part of a broader 
effort to strengthen 
the global football eco-
system. This includes 
enhanced development 
funding through its 
FIFA Forward pro-

gramme, which aims to support 
all 211 member associations. 
The governing body empha-
sised that the 2026 World Cup 
will set new benchmarks not 
only in sporting terms but also 
in financial distribution, ensur-
ing wider benefits across the 
football community.  

Three UP athletes under doping cloud 
after syringes found at U-20 meet

BENGALURU

Three athletes from Uttar 
Pradesh, including two mi-
nors, have come under suspi-
cion for possible doping vio-
lations after syringes were 
allegedly found in their hotel 
room during the National Ju-
nior Federation Competition 
in Tumakuru. The incident 
reportedly unfolded when a 
strong smell of medicines 
from a room at a hotel near 
Mahatma Gandhi Stadium 
raised concerns among offi-
cials. Upon inspection, a plas-
tic bag containing syringes 
was discovered, prompting 
immediate action and raising 
serious questions about poten-
tial substance abuse.

The  a th l e t e s—one  a 
19-year-old 400m runner and 
the other two competing in 
the 5000m and 1500m 
events—had all participated 
in the meet but failed to prog-
ress beyond the qualifying 
rounds. Following the discov-
ery, authorities identified the 
occupants and alerted the Na-

tional Anti Doping Agency 
(NADA).

However, by the time an-
ti-doping officials reached the 
hotel, the athletes and an ac-
companying adult had report-
edly absconded. Sources indi-
cated that the adult, believed 
to be a former athlete, is sus-
pected of influencing the 
youngsters, raising further 
concerns about exploitation 
and misuse of substances at 
the junior level.

The case comes at a time 
when India is under increased 
scrutiny over doping practic-
es. Recently, World Athletics’ 

Integrity Unit classified India 
as a country with an “ex-
tremely high” risk of doping, 
intensifying the spotlight on 
enforcement and preventive 
measures.

Officials from the Athletics 
Federation of India (AFI) 
confirmed that the matter is 
under investigation. The al-
leged possession of syringes 
also violates the federation’s 
strict “No Needle Policy”, 
which prohibits athletes and 
support staff from carrying or 
using injectable equipment 
without proper medical justi-
fication.

Chelsea edge Leeds to reach FA 
Cup final amid turbulent season
LONDON

Chelsea FC overcame a diffi-
cult week to seal a place in the 
FA Cup final with a hard-
fought 1-0 victory over Leeds 
United at Wembley Stadium.

Argentine midfielder Enzo 
Fernández scored the decisive 
goal in the 23rd minute, meet-
ing a well-delivered cross 
from Portuguese winger 
Pedro Neto with a pre-
cise header. The early 
breakthrough proved 
enough for Chelsea 
to secure their spot 
in next month’s fi-
nal, where they will 
face Manchester City.

The victory comes in 
the wake of significant up-
heaval at the club, with former 
coach Liam Rosenior dis-
missed earlier in the week fol-
lowing a string of poor Pre-
mier League results. Despite 
the off-field uncertainty, Chel-
sea produced a composed and 
disciplined performance to 
keep their cup hopes alive.

Chelsea dominated the 
opening half, controlling pos-

session and creating several 
chances, but were unable to 
extend their lead. Leeds, how-
ever, grew into the contest and 
posed a serious threat, espe-
cially in the second half.

Goalkeeper Robert Sánchez 
played a crucial role in preserv-
ing the lead, making key saves 
to deny Brenden Aaronson and 

Anton Stach. His composure 
under pressure ensured 

Chelsea held firm 
against a deter-
mined Leeds side 
pushing for an 
equaliser. Interim 
coach Calum Mc-

Farlane, who took 
charge following 

Rosenior’s departure, 
guided the team effectively 
through a tense semi-final. He 
is now set to lead Chelsea into 
the FA Cup final scheduled for 
May 16. For Leeds United, the 
defeat marked the end of a 
spirited cup run. Despite their 
resilience and improved sec-
ond-half display, they were 
unable to find a breakthrough 
against a well-organised Chel-
sea defence.

Badminton set for major 
shake-up with new 

scoring system from 2027
KUALA LUMPUR

The Badminton World Feder-
ation (BWF) has approved a 
significant change to the 
sport’s scoring system, intro-
ducing a new format aimed at 
making matches more engag-
ing, faster-paced, and appeal-
ing to younger audiences.

From January 2027, bad-
minton matches will shift 
from the current best-of-three 
games to 21 points format to 
a revised structure where each 
game will be played to 15 
points. The move marks one 
of the most notable rule 
changes in recent years and is 
part of a broader effort to 
modernise the sport.

BWF president Khunying 
Patama Leeswadtrakul de-
scribed the decision as a ma-
jor milestone, emphasising 
the need to evolve badminton 
in line with changing audi-
ence expectations. She said 
the new system is designed to 
create more intense matches, 
with high-pressure situations 
arising earlier in each game.

According to the federation, 
the 3x15 format is expected to 
improve match scheduling by 
ensuring more consistent du-
rations, which could benefit 
broadcasters, tournament or-
ganisers, and players alike. It 
is also seen as a step toward 
enhancing player welfare by 
potentially reducing physical 
strain over long matches.

Officials believe the shorter 
format will lead to tighter 
contests and more dramatic 
finishes, keeping fans en-
gaged from the opening rally 
to the final point. The change 
is also intended to make the 
sport more accessible and ex-
citing for new audiences, par-

ticularly younger viewers.
Leeswadtrakul acknowl-

edged that the decision may 
face resistance from tradition-
alists who are accustomed to 
the existing format. However, 
she stressed that the core es-
sence of badminton—its skill, 
tactics, and physical intensi-
ty—would remain unchanged.

The move follows ongoing 
discussions within the global 
badminton community about 
how best to balance tradition 
with innovation. With increas-
ing competition from other 
fast-paced sports and enter-
tainment formats, governing 
bodies have been exploring 
ways to enhance the spectator 
experience.

The revised scoring system 
will be implemented across 
international competitions 
from 2027, giving players and 
stakeholders time to adapt. As 
badminton enters a new 
phase, the focus will remain 
on preserving its competitive 
spirit while ensuring it stays 
relevant in a rapidly evolving 
sporting landscape.
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India-NZ ink landmark free trade agreement
OPENING NEW VISTAS 
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Goldman raises Brent 
forecast to $90 amid 

Hormuz crisis

RBI Guv Sanjay 
Malhotra visits 

financial literacy camp

New Delhi
Analysts at Goldman 

Sachs have raised their 
forecast for Brent crude 

the international oil 
benchmark to $90 per 

barrel for the fourth quar-
ter, while US West Texas 

Intermediate (WTI) crude 
pegged at $83 per barrel, 
as the prolonged closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz 

continues to tighten glob-
al supply, according to 

multiple reports. The bro-
kerage said the disruption 
has triggered ‘extreme’ in-
ventory drawdowns, with 
an estimated 14.5 million 
barrels per day of crude 
production losses from 

the Persian Gulf pushing 
global stockpiles to de-
cline at a record pace of 

up to 12 million barrels per 
day in April. 

Dehradun
Sanjay Malhotra, Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank 

of India, on Monday visit-
ed a financial literacy 

camp organised by the 
CRISIL Foundation at its 

Centre for Financial Liter-
acy (CFL) in Sahaspur, 
Dehradun district. The 

camp was conducted for 
members of self-help 
groups from the gram 

panchayats of Bhopal-
pani, Badasi and Soda 
Sarauli. During his visit, 

Malhotra emphasised the 
importance of financial 
literacy in empowering 

citizens and strengthen-
ing long-term financial 

stability. He encouraged 
people to improve finan-
cial awareness and take 

advantage of various 
pension and insurance 

schemes offered by the 
Government of India. 

Highlighting the need for 
wider outreach, the RBI 

Governor urged CFL offi-
cials to intensify efforts to 

educate all sections of 
society, particularly those 
living in remote and un-

derserved areas, to ensure 
greater financial inclusion.
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Musk-Altman face off in court 
over OpenAI’s mission shift

Tech tycoons are poised to face off in a high-stakes trial revolving around 
alleged betrayal, deceit and unbridled ambition that blurred the bickering 

billionaires' once-shared vision for AI development
NEW DELHI

A high-stakes legal battle be-
tween tech leaders Elon Musk 
and Sam Altman has begun in 
a United States federal court-
room, where a jury will exam-
ine whether OpenAI’s trans-
formation into a commercial 
powerhouse violated its 
founding principles.

The trial, opening with jury 
selection in Oakland, Califor-
nia, centers on allegations that 
OpenAI deviated from its 
original nonprofit mission. 
Founded in 2015 with support 
from Musk and others, the or-
ganization was initially envi-
sioned as a safeguard against 
unchecked artificial intelli-
gence development, prioritiz-
ing benefits for humanity over 
profit.

Musk, widely regarded as 
one of the most influential 
figures in technology, filed 
the lawsuit in August 2024 
against Altman and senior ex-

ecutive Greg Brockman. The 
complaint accuses OpenAI’s 
leadership of steering the or-
ganization toward a prof-
it-driven model without his 
knowledge, effectively aban-
doning its founding commit-
ments. The company is now 
reportedly valued at around 
$852 billion, reflecting its 
rapid commercial expansion.

Central to Musk’s argument 
is the claim that OpenAI 
aligned itself closely with ma-
jor corporate investors, in-

cluding Microsoft, thereby 
shifting away from its original 
purpose. Musk has also point-
ed to governance concerns, 
seeking structural changes 
within the organization, in-
cluding the removal of Alt-
man from its board and finan-
cial remedies directed toward 
its nonprofit arm.

OpenAI has strongly reject-
ed these allegations, describ-
ing the lawsuit as baseless 
and suggesting it is driven by 
Musk’s competitive ambi-

tions. The company highlight-
ed Musk’s launch of rival AI 
venture xAI in 2023 as a po-
tential conflict of interest.

The case will be overseen 
by Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers, 
with a jury serving in an advi-
sory capacity. 

Musk, who invested ap-
proximately $38 million in 
OpenAI during its early years, 
had initially sought damages 
exceeding $100 billion, 
though the claim has since 
been reduced following 
pre-trial rulings.

The courtroom clash marks 
a dramatic turn in the rela-
tionship between Musk and 
Altman, who were once col-
laborators in shaping the fu-
ture of artificial intelligence. 
As proceedings unfold, the 
case is expected to examine 
broader questions about the 
ethics, governance, and com-
mercialization of AI in an in-
creasingly competitive global 
landscape.

Google to open world's first 
AI campus in Seoul

SEOUL

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung met with Demis 
Hassabis on Monday to ex-
plore cooperation on the re-
sponsible use of artificial in-
telligence and expand global 
partnerships in the rapidly 
evolving sector.

During the discussions, 
President Lee emphasized his 
government’s strong commit-
ment to advancing artificial 
intelligence, including plans 
to significantly increase in-
vestment in the field. 

Hassabis, who leads Google 
DeepMind, was in South Ko-
rea to strengthen collabora-
tion with the government, 
particularly on initiatives 
aimed at accelerating AI-driv-
en scientific and technologi-
cal innovation.

Both leaders agreed that ar-
tificial intelligence has the 
potential to address some of 
the world’s most pressing 
challenges. These include 
sluggish economic growth, 
the escalating climate crisis, 
and ongoing healthcare con-
cerns. At the same time, they 
acknowledged the risks asso-
ciated with misuse of the 
technology, such as its poten-
tial application in warfare or 
its role in widening social and 
economic inequalities.

The conversation also fo-
cused on the transformative 
impact of AI on employment. 
President Lee highlighted the 
importance of preparing for 
shifts in the job market as au-
tomation and intelligent sys-
tems become more wide-
spread. Hassabis echoed these 
concerns, stressing the need 
for a new economic frame-
work that redefines work and 
ensures fair distribution of 
wealth in an AI-driven future.

A key proposal discussed 
during the meeting was South 
Korea’s plan to establish a 
global AI hub. The initiative 
aims to foster collaboration 
among governments, interna-

tional organizations, and pri-
vate companies to ensure that 
the benefits of AI are shared 
broadly. President Lee invited 
DeepMind to play a central 
role in this effort, positioning 
the company as a strategic 
partner in the country’s vision 
for global AI cooperation.

Hassabis underlined the im-
portance of applying AI to 
fields that enhance human 
well-being, particularly in sci-
ence and medicine, while 
maintaining strict safeguards. 
He emphasized that ensuring 
AI systems operate within 
c lear ly  def ined e thical 
boundaries will be critical to 
their long-term success. 
DeepMind is widely recog-
nized for breakthroughs such 
as AlphaGo, the AI system 
that defeated legendary Go 
player Lee Sedol in Seoul in 
2016, marking a historic mo-
ment in artificial intelligence. 
Hassabis has also gained 
global recognition for his 
contributions to AI-driven 
protein structure prediction, 
earning him the 2024 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry.

This marks the first 
time Google and 
DeepMind have 
established an 
overseas hub 

dedicated to AI 
research, 

development, and 
coordination

AGI by 2030: 
DeepMind CEO

Google and DeepMind 
will establish the world’s 
first dedicated “AI Cam-
pus” in Seoul within this 
year. During a meeting 

with President Lee Jae-
myung, DeepMind CEO 

Demis Hassabis project-
ed that Artificial General 
Intelligence (AGI) could 
materialize as early as 
2030, and both con-

curred on the need for 
AI safety measures and 
universal basic income. 
The AI Campus will link 

to the government’s 
K-Moonshot Project, 
serving as a collabo-

ration hub for biotech, 
climate, energy, and 

other scientific fields, 
with at least 10 Google 
researchers dispatched 
to South Korea. Hassa-

bis also plans to expand 
partnerships with major 
Korean firms including 
Samsung Electronics 

and Hyundai Motor. The 
initiative positions South 

Korea’s semiconduc-
tor and manufacturing 
capabilities, alongside 
its skilled workforce, as 
a core pillar of global AI 

strategy.

NEW DELHI

India’s Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal on 
Monday expressed optimism 
about unlocking the full po-
tential of the newly concluded 
India-New Zealand Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), 
highlighting its role in 
strengthening bilateral eco-
nomic ties and creating new 
opportunities for businesses 
in both nations.

Speaking at the India-New 
Zealand Business Forum 
alongside his counterpart 
Todd McClay, Goyal empha-
sized the complementary 
strengths of the two econo-
mies. He noted that India’s 
large consumer market, 

skilled workforce, digital ca-
pabilities, and manufacturing 
base align well with New 
Zealand’s  exper t i se  in 
agri-technology, clean energy, 
and financial technology. 
Business leaders from both 
countries showcased strong 
enthusiasm, underlining the 
scope for deeper cooperation 
in trade, investment, and in-
novation.

The FTA, concluded in a 
record nine months, is being 
seen as a landmark step in bi-
lateral relations. Current trade 
between the two countries 
stands at approximately $1.3 
billion in goods and $634 mil-
lion in services. Both sides 
have set an ambitious target to 
increase this figure to $5 bil-

lion within the next five 
years. The Indian diaspora in 
New Zealand, numbering 
nearly 300,000 people, con-
tinues to play a key role in 
fostering economic and cul-
tural connections.

One of the most significant 
aspects of the agreement is 
the provision for duty-free ac-

cess for 100 percent of India’s 
exports to New Zealand. This 
marks a substantial shift from 
the existing tariff structure, 
where duties of around 10 
percent were applied to sever-
al product categories, includ-
ing textiles, leather goods, 
ceramics, carpets, automo-
biles, and auto components. 

The move is expected to en-
hance the competitiveness of 
Indian exports in the New 
Zealand market.

The agreement also in-
cludes a major investment 
commitment, with New Zea-
land set to invest $20 billion 
in India over the next 15 
years. This mirrors similar 

large-scale commitments seen 
in other recent trade agree-
ments, reinforcing India’s 
strategy of attracting long-
term foreign investment while 
diversifying its economic 
partnerships across the In-
do-Pacific region.

In addition, the FTA intro-
duces provisions aimed at fa-
cilitating mobility for profes-
sionals and students. For the 
first time, New Zealand has 
signed an arrangement cover-
ing student mobility and post-
study work opportunities. Indi-
an students will be allowed to 
work up to 20 hours per week 
during their studies, along with 
extended post-study work vi-
sas, enhancing educational and 
employment prospects abroad.

INDIA'S PV SALES RISE 16% TO 
4.4 LAKH UNITS IN MARCH

NEW DELHI

India’s passenger vehicle 
market witnessed strong mo-
mentum in March 2026, with 
wholesale volumes rising 
sharply amid robust domestic 
demand and supportive policy 
measures.

According to a report by 
ICRA, passenger vehicle 
wholesale volumes in India 
increased by 16 percent year-
on-year to 4.4 lakh units in 
March 2026. The sector also 
recorded a 6 percent sequen-
tial rise, reflecting consistent 
production by original equip-
ment manufacturers to meet 
growing consumer demand.

The report projects that 
wholesale volumes will ex-
pand by 4 to 6 percent in the 
financial year 2027. This 
growth is expected to be sup-
ported by revised Goods and 
Services Tax rates and a 
steady pipeline of new vehicle 
launches. However, analysts 
caution that the high base of 
the previous fiscal year and 
concerns over a weak mon-

soon could moderate the pace 
of expansion.

Retail sales have shown 
even stronger performance, 
registering a 21 percent year-
on-year increase in March. 
This surge has been attributed 
to consumer interest in newly 
launched models and the con-
tinued positive impact of GST 
rate adjustments. Overall re-
tail volumes rose by 11 per-
cent during the financial year, 
reaching an all-time high of 
4.6 million units.

Data from the Federation of 
Automobile Dealers Associa-
tions indicated a significant 
improvement in inventory 

levels. Dealer stock declined 
to around 28 days by March 
2026, compared to over 50 
days a year earlier, suggesting 
healthier demand and im-
proved supply-demand bal-
ance.

A key trend shaping the 
market is the dominance of 
utility vehicles, which ac-
counted for 68 percent of total 
passenger vehicle volumes in 
FY26. While this segment 
continues to lead growth, de-
mand for smaller car catego-
ries such as mini and compact 
vehicles has shown signs of 
recovery following tax reduc-
tions.

UBS downgrades IndiGo, cuts 
target price to I4,940

MUMBAI

Shares of InterGlobe Aviation 
Limited, the parent of IndiGo, 
opened flat with negative bias 
on Monday, as global broker-
age UBS downgraded the 
stock and trimmed its price 
target, citing rising macroeco-
nomic headwinds and sus-
tained pressure on airline 
profitability.

However, it recovered from 
early losses and were trading 
at Rs 4,560.50, down by Rs 
37.40 or 0.83 per cent during 
noon trade. UBS lowered its 
rating on the stock to neutral 
from buy and cut its price tar-
get to Rs 4,940 from Rs 
5,480, flagging growing con-
cerns over the operating envi-
ronment for airlines.

The downgrade comes at a 
time when geopolitical ten-
sions, particularly the ongoing 
US-Iran conflict, have trig-
gered heightened volatility 
across global markets and 
driven a sharp surge in energy 
prices.

The brokerage noted that 

the aviation sector has been 
particularly vulnerable, with 
jet fuel spot prices nearly 
doubling in recent months 
amid supply concerns across 
multiple regions.

While these developments 
have weighed on global carri-
ers, UBS acknowledged that 
IndiGo remains relatively bet-
ter positioned than many of 
its international peers due to 
its scale and operational effi-
ciency.

Domestically, the Indian 
government’s intervention to 
limit the rise in Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) prices has 
provided some relief.

For April 2026, ATF prices 
were capped at a 9 per cent 

increase, significantly lower 
than the 115 per cent surge 
seen in international prices in 
March.

This move has helped cush-
ion the immediate impact on 
airlines operating in India. In 
last five days, IndiGo shares 
were down by Rs 153.50 or 
3.26 per cent. The stock has 
delivered a positive of Rs 461 
or 11.25 per cent in last one 
month.

However, over bigger time-
frame, the negative return of 
shares has been pronounced 
as it were down by Rs 
1,274.50 or 21.84 per cent in 
last six months. On year-to-
date (YTD) basis, it dropped 
Rs 550 or 10.76 per cent.

Assocham inks pact with India-NZ 
business council to boost trade

NEW DELHI

Leading business chamber 
ASSOCHAM on Monday 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the 
India New Zealand Business 
Council to create a structured 
action plan for industry-led 
initiatives under the India–
New Zealand Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). The move 
aims to help businesses in both 
countries fully benefit from 
new opportunities under the 
pact.

According to a statement, 

stronger connectivity and peo-
ple-to-people ties will play a 
key role in unlocking the part-
nership’s full potential. Great-
er coordination between trade 
and industry bodies is expect-
ed to simplify procedures and 
reduce bottlenecks, making 
bilateral trade smoother. Im-
proved air connectivity and 
tourism cooperation are also 
seen as important drivers of 
economic growth.

The FTA, concluded on De-
cember 22, 2025, in just nine 
months and signed recently, 
marks a major step in bilateral 

relations between India and 
New Zealand. Current trade 
stands at about $1.3 billion in 
goods and $634 million in ser-
vices, with both sides targeting 
$5 billion in the next five 
years. A strong Indian diaspora 
of nearly 300,000 in New Zea-
land continues to support clos-
er ties.

The agreement offers 100% 
duty-free access for Indian ex-
ports and includes a $20 bil-
lion investment commitment 
over 15 years, boosting trade 
in textiles, pharmaceuticals, 
machinery, and raw materials.
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LSG captain Rishabh Pant urges team 
reset after Super Over defeat loss

LUCKNOW
 

Lucknow Super Giants cap-
tain Rishabh Pant called for 
collective accountability after 
his side’s heartbreaking Super 
Over defeat to Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the IPL 2026 clash. 
The match at Ekana Stadium 
produced the first Super Over 
of the season, ending in a dra-
matic finish that left LSG 
stunned and bottom of the ta-
ble.In a tense chase of 156, 
LSG finished at 155, with 
Mohammed Shami striking a 
six off the final ball to force 
the tie. In the Super Over, 
they batted first but could 

manage only one run while 
losing two wickets as Sunil 
Narine dismissed Nicholas 
Pooran and Aiden Markram in 
quick succession.Pant said the 
team needed a break to re-
fresh and return stronger, 
stressing that pressure is con-
stant in the IPL but execution 
and calmness are key. He 
urged players to take collec-
tive responsibility rather than 
relying on individual perfor-
mances.The LSG skipper also 
explained the decision to send 
Nicholas Pooran in the Super 
Over despite his poor form, 
saying the team backed him 
in a high-pressure situation 

and trusted his ability to de-
liver when it mattered most.
He admitted there were no 
excuses for the defeat and ac-
knowledged the lack of posi-
tives in the current phase, but 
expressed confidence that the 
team will bounce back strong-
ly after the short break.KKR 
posted 155 for 7, recovering 
from 93 for 7 thanks to a bril-
liant unbeaten 83 from Rinku 
Singh off 51 balls. Mohsin 
Khan’s five for 23kept LSG 

in control early, but late hit-
ting pushed KKR to a fighting 
total.Chas- ing the 
t a r g e t , L S G 

lost early wickets including 
Mitchell Marsh cheaply, 
while Rishabh Pant and Aid-
en Markram attempted to re-
build with cautious batting. 
However, regular strikes in the 
middle overs derailed their mo-
mentum and left them under 
pressure.In the Super Over, LSG 
collapsed for just one run as Na-
rine struck twice to seal the con-

test. Rinku Singh then finished 
the chase with a boundary 

on the first ball, handing 
KKR a thrilling win and 
pushing LSG to the bot-
tom of the IPL 2026 
standings reflecting intense 

competition in IPL 2026.

Langer defends sending 
out-of-form Pooran to face 

Narine in Super Over
LUCKNOW

 
Lucknow Super Giants head 
coach Justin Langer defended 
the decision to send out-of-
form Nicholas Pooran to face 
Kolkata Knight Riders spin-
ner Sunil Narine in the Super 
Over of their IPL 2026 clash, 
saying the management be-
lieved he remained the best 
option despite recent strug-
gles.

Pooran, who has struggled 
for runs throughout the sea-
son with a highest score of 
just 22, was dismissed 
off the very first deliv-
ery of the Super Over, 
bowled by Narine. 
LSG collapsed to 1 
for 2, leaving KKR 
needing just one ball to 
complete a dramatic victory.

Langer explained the call, 
noting that Pooran had faced 
Narine more than most batters 
in world cricket and the team 
felt his experience gave him 
the  bes t  chance  in  a 
high-pressure moment. He 
said numbers supported the 
belief that Pooran traditional-
ly plays spin well, even if 
form was lacking.

LSG captain Rishabh Pant 
also supported the decision, 
saying the team had collec-
tively agreed to back their 
senior batter in the Super 
Over, trusting his ability to 
handle pressure despite a lean 
run of form.

Langer, however, admitted 
that the plan failed as Narine 
struck immediately, repeating 

a rare historical twist as he 
had also dismissed Pooran in 
a Super Over during the 2014 
Caribbean Premier League. 
He praised Narine’s execution 
and the conditions that fa-
voured spin on a slow black-
soil wicket.

Mohsin Khan’s standout 
spell of 5 for 23 was high-

lighted by Langer as a 
positive, with the coach 
suggesting the pacer 
could soon be in con-
tention for higher hon-

ours if he maintains 
fitness. Rinku Singh’s 

late blitz for KKR, includ-
ing four consecutive sixes, 
ultimately proved decisive in 
posting 155.

KKR players, including 
Rinku Singh and Rovman 
Powell, celebrated the narrow 
win as the team climbed the 
points table, while LSG 
slipped further after another 
close finish went against 
them. The result added pres-
sure on the Lucknow fran-
chise, which has struggled to 
convert tight games into wins 
this season, prompting re-
newed focus on execution, 
temperament, and adaptability 
ahead of upcoming fixtures.

Langer reiterated that the 
team would take lessons from 
the defeat and return stronger 
after the scheduled break.

‘We backed Pooran 
believing experience 
outweighed form in 

Super Over call decision’

KKR’s Angkrish Raghuvanshi fined for 
emotional reaction after dismissal incident

Raghuvanshi fined after emotional outburst following obstructing the field dismissal incident

KOLKATA
 

Kolkata Knight Riders batter 
Angkrish Raghuvanshi has 
been fined 20 per cent of his 
match fee and handed one de-
merit point after an emotional 
on-field outburst during his 
team’s IPL 2026 clash against 
Lucknow Super Giants.

The incident took place 
during the fifth over when 
Raghuvanshi was given out 
for obstructing the field fol-
lowing a third-umpire review. 

The decision triggered a visi-
bly frustrated reaction from 
the young batter, who struck 
the boundary cushion 
with his bat before 
throwing his helmet 
into the dugout area.
The Indian Premier 
League confirmed 
the sanction on Mon-
day, stating that Ra-
g h u v a n s h i  h a d 
breached Level 1 of the Code 
of Conduct for Players and 
Team Officials. According to 

the official statement, he wa-
found guilty under Article 
2.2, which deals with the 

abuse of cricket 
equipment or fix-
t u r e s  d u r i n g  a 
match.The league 
further added that 
Raghuvanshi admit-
ted to the offence 
and accepted the 
sanction imposed by 

the match referee, bringing 
the matter to a close without 
the need for a formal hearing.

Despite the incident, KKR 
went on to win the high-pres-
sure encounter against Luc-
know Super Giants via a Su-
per Over, capping off a dra-
matic contest that had swung 
both ways during regulation 
play.The dismissal itself add-
ed to the intensity of an al-
ready charged match situa-
tion, with players from both 
sides awaiting the third um-
pire’s decision before Raghu-
vanshi was adjudged out for 
obstructing the field.

GT CRUISE PAST CSK, BUT GILL FLAGS CONCERN 
OVER FINISHING INNINGS

Gill admits finishing innings remains key concern despite strong CSK win

CHENNAI
 

Gujarat Titans skipper Shub-
man Gill admitted that his 
side still has one key area to 
fix despite a dominant 
eight-wicket win over Chen-
nai Super Kings in their IPL 
2026 clash.GT comfortably 
chased down 159 with 20 
balls to spare at Chepauk, 
powered by a superb 87 off 
46 balls from Sai Sudharsan, 
while Gill contributed 33 and 
Jos Buttler remained unbeat-
en on 39. The result reflected 
a near-complete per-

formance from the 
Titans, but the 

captain was 
q u i c k  t o 
point out a 
l inger ing 
issue.Gill 

said the team has struggled 
with “finishing an innings” in 
recent matches and stressed 
that improving in the final 
overs will be crucial as the 
tournament progresses. While 
pleased with the overall dis-
play, he noted that execution 
in the closing phase of in-
nings needs sharper focus.He 
added that apart from a brief 
period in the final overs, GT 
controlled most aspects of the 
match. The decision to bowl 
first after winning the toss 
worked in their favour as they 
restricted CSK to 158 for 7, 
with Kagiso Rabada starring 
with 3 for 25 and earning the 
Player of the Match award.
Gill also spoke about some 
tactical confusion during the 
middle overs, particularly re-
garding spin options and the 

limited use of Rashid Khan, 
but said the team still man-
aged to stay in control. He 
credited the fast-bowling unit 
for maintaining pressure and 
executing plans effectively in 
helpful conditions.Sudharsan, 
who continued his fine form, 
described the knock as a con-
fidence-building effort, espe-
cially after his previous cen-
tury, and highlighted the im-
portance of spending time at 
the crease in challenging con-
ditions early in the innings.

Rabada, meanwhile, em-
phasised discipline and pro-
cess, saying consistency and 
continuous improvement re-
main key to success. He also 
praised the growing synergy 
among GT’s pace attack, 
which has become a defining 
feature of the team’s strategy.

CSK skipper Ruturaj Gaik-
wad admitted his side strug-
gled to adapt to unpredictable 
Chepauk conditions, which 
saw variable bounce and dif-
ficult batting phases, leading 
to regular wickets and a lack 
of partnerships.

Rinku Singh answers Sehwag’s 
challenge with explosive IPL finish

Gavaskar urges BCCI to tighten IPL 
rules, calls delays ‘taking liberty too far’
NEW DELHI

 
Former India captain Sunil 
Gavaskar has written to the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI), urging strict-
er measures to control match 
delays in IPL 2026, saying the 
current situation is “taking 
liberty too far” as 
games continue to 
stretch well be-
yond the intended 
T20 duration.

Despite repeated 
effor ts  by  the 
BCCI, including 
fines and potential 
match bans for 
captains over slow 
over-rate offences, the prob-
lem has persisted throughout 
the season. Several matches 
have now extended beyond 
four hours, significantly lon-
ger than the original three-
hour format designed for T20 
cricket.

One of the longest games 
this season, between Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru and 
Mumbai Indians, lasted an 
exhausting 4 hours and 22 
minutes, sparking renewed 
debate over the need for 
stricter enforcement of time 
regulations.Gavaskar, in his 

column, highlighted concerns 
over unnecessary interrup-
tions during play, particularly 
the frequent entry of reserve 
players and support staff onto 
the field. He argued that such 
practices disrupt the flow of 
the game and go against the 
spirit of maintaining a clear 

playing area.
He pointed out 

that even minor 
acts, such as re-
serve players car-
rying drinks or 
multiple coaching 
staff entering the 
field during strate-
gic time-outs, con-
tribute to delays. 

According to him, only essen-
tial personnel should be al-
lowed on the field, and even 
that should be strictly limited.
Gavaskar also referenced a 
principle shared with him by 
legendary commentator 
Richie Benaud, emphasizing 
that the field of play should 
remain sacred and restricted 
only to players and match of-
ficials. 

He further added that even 
those with broad access cre-
dentials  should respect 
boundaries and avoid unnec-
essary entry onto the ground.

“Get him tested in lab”: Pakistan experts 
stunned by Vaibhav Sooryavanshi

NEW DELHI
 

Teen sensation Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi continues to 
dominate IPL 2026 conversa-
tions, with his extraordinary 
performances for Rajasthan 
Royals now drawing stunned 
admiration from across the 
border, where experts have 
gone as far as calling him 
“non-human” and “unreal”.

At just 15 years of age, 
Sooryavanshi has emerged as 
one of the most destructive 
batters of the season, cur-
rently sitting among the 
top run-scorers with 357 
runs in eight matches, 
including a blazing 
century and a strike 
rate exceeding 
234. His fear-
less approach 
against some 
of the world’s 
best bowlers has 
made him one of the 

most talked-about young tal-
ents in global cricket.

The hype surrounding the 
youngster has now reached 
Pakistan, where cricket ana-
lyst Nouman Niaz made sen-
sational remarks during a dis-
c u s s i o n ,  j o k i n g  t h a t 
Sooryavanshi’s ability should 
be scientifically examined. In 
a light-hearted but amazed 
tone, Niaz suggested that the 
teenager appears so advanced 
that he “should be sent to a 

lab,” even joking about 
the possibility of an 
artificial intelligence 
chip behind his per-
formances.

H i s  c o m m e n t s 
came after another 

explosive in-
nings where 
Sooryavanshi 
continued to 
display his re-
markable tim-
ing and pow-

er. Niaz further expressed 
disbelief at the youngster’s 
consistency, stating that even 
his “slow” innings looked su-
perior to most modern batting 
standards.

Beyond the humour, the an-
alyst  a lso broke down 
Sooryavanshi’s technique, 
pointing out that while he 
may not yet possess a fully 
developed classical structure, 
his wrist work, hand speed, 
and natural hitting arc make 
him exceptionally difficult to 
contain. He added that such 
talent at this age is rare and 
could develop into something 
extraordinary in the coming 
years.Sooryavanshi’s rise has 
been rapid, with several 
match-winning and high-im-
pact innings already this sea-
son for Rajasthan Royals. His 
ability to dominate both pace 
and spin has made him a key 
figure in their batting lineup 
despite his youth.

LUCKNOW
 

Three years after being 
told he would never re-

peat his iconic finish, Rinku 
Singh delivered another ex-
plosive reply with the bat, 
powering Kolkata Knight 
Riders in a thrilling IPL 2026 
encounter against Lucknow 
Super Giants.In a high-pres-
sure match at Ekana Stadium, 
Rinku smashed an unbeaten 
83 off 51 balls, including a 
stunning sequence of four 
consecutive sixes in the final 
over, guiding KKR to a com-
petitive total of 155 for 7. His 
late assault  completely 
changed the momentum of 
the innings after KKR were in 
deep trouble early on.The 
performance came as a direct 
response on the field to a fa-
mous remark made three 
years ago by former 
India opener Viren-
der Sehwag, who 
had said that Rinku 
would never be able 
to recreate his leg-
endary five-sixes 
finish from 2023.
That historic mo-
ment had come 
against Gujarat Titans in 
2023, when Rinku stunned 

the cricketing world by hitting 
five consecutive sixes in the 
final over to seal an impossi-
ble chase. At the time, Se-
hwag had called it a once-in-
a-lifetime feat.

But in Lucknow, Rinku 
once again showed his finish-
ing power under pressure. 
Walking in after early wickets 
left KKR struggling, he re-
built the innings with con-
trolled aggression before 
launching a brutal assault in 
the death overs.He targeted 
experienced pacer Moham-
med Shami in the 19th over 
before turning his attention to 
spinner Digvesh Rathi in the 
final over. 

The result was a sequence 
of clean, fearless hitting that 
included seven fours and five 
sixes in his innings, pushing 
KKR to a fighting total.The 

knock also under-
lined Rinku’s mental 
strength, coming in a 
season where he has 
faced personal hard-
ship following the 
passing of his father 
earlier this year. De-
spite the emotional 
setback, he has con-

tinued to deliver crucial per-
formances for his team.

Mbappe injury 
blow leaves Real 
Madrid sweating 
over El Clasico 

availability
MADRID

 
Kylian Mbappé has suffered a 
hamstring setback, leaving 
Real Madrid sweating over 
his availability for the crucial 
El Clasico clash against FC 
Barcelona next month.

The French forward picked 
up the injury during Madrid’s 
1-1 draw with Real Betis, 
showing visible discomfort 
late in the second half before 
being substituted in the 81st 
minute. He immediately head-
ed down the tunnel, raising 
concerns among the coaching 
staff.

In a statement, Real Madrid 
confirmed that Mbappe has 
sustained a semitendinosus 
muscle injury in his left leg. 
While the club has not pro-
vided a definite recovery 
timeline, sources indicate that 
his participation in upcoming 
fixtures remains uncertain.

Head coach Álvaro Arbeloa 
admitted the situation remains 
fluid. “He felt some discom-
fort. We will assess him over 
the next few days and see 
how he progresses,” he said 
after the match.

Mbappe’s potential absence 
would be a major setback for 
Madrid at a critical stage of 
the season. The 27-year-old 
has been in outstanding form, 
leading the La Liga scoring 
charts with 24 goals and play-
ing a pivotal role in keeping 
his side in the title race.

INDIA BLANK AUSTRALIA 
5-0 TO SEAL THOMAS CUP 

QUARTERFINAL BERTH
HORSENS

 
India delivered a command-
ing performance to crush 
Australia 5-0 and storm into 
the quarterfinals of the Thom-
as Cup 2026 in Horsens, Den-
mark, on Monday.

Having begun their cam-
paign with a 4-1 win over 
Canada, the Indian men’s 
team needed one more victory 
to confirm progression—and 
achieved it in emphatic fash-
ion. 

The team made a single 
change, bringing in HS 
Prannoy in place of Kid-
ambi Srikanth, while 
maintaining their dom-
inant rhythm.

Lakshya Sen set 
the tone early with a 
composed 21-14, 
21-16 win 
o v e r 
Ephraim 
Stephen Sam in 
the open- ing singles 
m a t c h . Yo u n g s t e r 
Ayush Shetty followed it up with 
a one-sided 21-8, 21-6 victory 

against Shrey Dhand, doubling 
India’s lead within minutes.

The experienced doubles 
duo of Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty then 
sealed the tie, defeating Rizky 
Hidayat and Jack Yu 21-14, 
21-16 with a controlled dis-
play.Prannoy justified his in-
clusion with a confident 21-
11, 21-17 win over Rishi 
Honda Boopathy, while the 
pair of Hariharan Amsa-
karunan and MR Arjun com-
pleted the clean sweep with a 
21-12, 21-10 victory in 
the final doubles 

match.

W i t h  t w o 
wins from two 
ties, India have 
secured a spot in 
the  knockout 
s tage  wi th  a 
match to spare. 

Pant said the team should take a 
short break to refresh, stressing 

calm execution, pressure handling, 
and collective accountability over 

individuals.


