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Nepal flood toll rises to 389;
over 288 Indians missing

Rescue operations intensified in Nepal Thursday as the flood death toll
rose sharply and hundreds remained missing.

KATHMANDU

Rescue teams raced against
time on Thursday as Nepal’s
flood toll surged, with hun-
dreds still missing nation-
wide.

The death toll from devas-
tating flash floods and land-
slides in Nepal rose sharply to
389 after several more bodies
were recovered, Nepal Police
said. The disaster, which
struck the Bhotekoshi River
and affected several districts,
has emerged as one of Nepal’s
worst in recent years.

More than 800 people re-
main stranded or unaccounted
for, including hundreds of for-
eign tourists. Nepalese au-
thorities said 823 people re-
mained out of contact, while
the number of missing Indians
was reported at more than
288. Nepal’s Foreign Minister
Shishir Khanal earlier said
more than 300 Indians were
missing.

India intensified its rescue
and relief efforts. External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
held a high-level meeting
with Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri and Indian am-
bassadors in Kathmandu and
Beijing to review efforts to
trace Indians affected by the
floods.

India also sent its second

Shivakumar

NEW DELHI

Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar on Thursday spoke to a
Kannadiga survivor of the
Nepal flash floods and as-
sured him of his safety.

Shivakumar, who is in New
Delhi, spoke to Mallinath
through a video call and en-
quired about his well-being,
according to the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office.

Mallinath told the Chief
Minister that he escaped
about 10 minutes before the

-

“We are making urgent efforts to ascer-
tain the status and well-being of Indi-
ans stuck in flood-hit areas of Nepal.”

— S Jaishankar,
External Affairs Minister

INDIA STEPS UP NEPAL RELIEF

India has intensified assistance to Nepal after the devas-
tating floods, sending a second military aircraft carrying
37.5 tonnes of humanitarian supplies, medicines and
food packets. The consignment followed 10 tonnes of
relief material dispatched on Wednesday. The Centre is
coordinating with Nepalese authorities, state govern-
ments and tour operators to trace missing Indians and
assist stranded tourists and pilgrims. Several states have
also opened dedicated helplines for affected families.

389 - Deathsreported in Nepal

823 -+ Peopleout of contact

288+~ Indians reported missing

37.5 tonnes - India’s second

relief consignment

10tonnes - India’sfirst

relief consignment

5500,000 + US emergency

assistance

21 » Tamil Nadu pilgrims rescued

tranche of relief material to
Nepal. A military transport
aircraft carried 37.5 tonnes of
humanitarian assistance, med-
icines and food packets, fol-
lowing 10 tonnes of relief
supplies.

Jaishankar said India was
making urgent efforts to as-
certain the safety of Indians

flash floods struck. He also
said he was a devotee of God
and a fan of Shivakumar, de-
spite belonging to a different
political party.

Shivakumar advised Malli-
nath not to hurry back and
asked him to remain at his
current location for some
more time as he was safe.

“Regardless of the party, we
are all Kannadigas. We should
all join hands,” the Chief
Minister told him.

During the conversation,
Shivakumar also said officials

and was coordinating with
Nepal, Union ministries, state
governments, tour operators
and other agencies.
Twenty-one Tamil Nadu
nationals undertaking the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
were rescued, while efforts
continued to trace others.
Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-

had been unable to establish
contact with some other tour-
ists from Karnataka who were

ister G Parameshwara said
five Bengaluru residents re-
mained missing and an-
nounced a dedicated helpline
for assistance.

Floodwaters also raised
concerns in India’s border
states. Uttar Pradesh authori-
ties said floodwater moving
through the Narayani-Gandak
system passed safely, with no
immediate threat reported.

The US has announced
$500,000 in emergency assis-
tance for Nepal, while rescue
teams continue searching for
missing people amid wide-
spread destruction of homes,
roads, bridges and hydropow-
er infrastructure.

speaks to K’taka survivor of Nepal floods

in Nepal. Mallinath said he
was making efforts to locate
them.

The Chief Minister assured
him that the Karnataka gov-
ernment was closely monitor-
ing the situation and taking
steps to assist Kannadigas
affected by the disaster.

Karnataka authorities have
also opened helplines to col-
lect information about resi-
dents stranded or missing in
Nepal and coordinate with
central and Nepalese authori-
ties for their safe return.

‘Anyone to be inducted
or removed must come

KALABURAGI

AICC president Mallikarjun
Kharge said any decision on
inducting or removing minis-
ters would have to come to
him.

Speaking to reporters at Ka-
laburagi airport on Thursday
amid speculation over Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar’s
Delhi visit and a possible
Cabinet reshuffle, Kharge
said he had no information
about any such development.

“If you know something,
tell me. I am in Kalaburagi. If
anything has to come, it has
to come to me,” he said.

Kharge said no file would
bypass him when it came to
decisions concerning the in-
clusion or removal of minis-
ters.

“Any file has to come to
me. Whether someone has to
be inducted or removed, it has
to come to me. When a file
comes to me, I will inform
you,” he said.

Shivakumar’s Delhi visit
has fuelled speculation about
a possible minor Cabinet re-
shuffle. The Chief Minister is
expected to hold discussions
with the Congress high com-
mand on changes to his min-
isterial team.

Kharge also spoke about

to me’: Khargey»
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“Any file has to come to me.
m Whether someone has to
be inducted or removed, it
has to come to me.”

= Mallikarjun Kharge, AICC President

—

the devastating floods in Ne-
pal, saying people from Kar-
nataka as well as several other
parts of India had been affect-
ed.

“Many people are stranded
in Nepal and hundreds have
been swept away. I offer my
condolences to all those who
have lost their lives,” he said.

He said he had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking assistance for
those affected by the disaster.

“I have written to the Prime
Minister that compensation
should be provided to those
who have lost their lives, not
only from Karnataka but
across the country.

I have also written urging
India to stand with Nepal,”
Kharge said.

AHEAD X handle suspended
ahead of Bhagwat event

NEW YORK: The X handle of
AHEAD, organiser of RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat’s up-
coming New York event, was
suspended on Thursday.
American Hindus for Engage-
ment and Dialogue (AHEAD)
is organising the Universal
Oneness Celebrations at the
Infosys Theatre, Madison
Square Garden, on August 29,
where Bhagwat will address
the gathering.

The @AheadForuml1 ac-

count became unavailable to
users, prompting AHEAD to
say the suspension may have
occurred in error.

More than 5,000 Indi-
an-Americans are expected to
attend the event. Meanwhile,
the US Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom
urged the Trump administra-
tion to consider revoking
Bhagwat’s visa, citing con-
cerns over alleged religious
freedom violations.

K’taka releases 306 cr for
drinking water amid drought

Karnataka steps up
drought preparedness
with funds, crop
insurance, employment
measures and efforts
to prevent distress
migration.

BENGALURU

Karnataka has released Rs
306 crore for drinking water
and stepped up drought relief,
crop insurance and employ-
ment measures.

Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara said Rs 117
crore had been released to 31
districts and another Rs 189
crore allocated for rural con-
stituencies. Deputy Commis-
sioners have Rs 329 crore in
their PD accounts for drought
management, taking total
government spending to Rs
635 crore.

The State will submit its
drought memorandum to the
Centre by month-end, seeking
prompt release of relief.
Parameshwara said the Centre
is expected to sanction Rs
1,239 crore to the SDRF, with
Rs 450 crore as the first in-
stalment, while Karnataka
will contribute Rs 310 crore.

He urged the Opposition to
submit its drought assessment

SO

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

DROUGHT RELIEF
MEASURES

+Rs 306 crore — Released for drinking water

+ 49 lakh — Farmers enrolled for crop insurance
+16,460 — Employment works taken up
+66.73 lakh — Person-days generated

. Rsl,zTrore—Expected SDRF sanction

report, saying there should be
no politics over farmers’ dis-
tress. The government will
review drought conditions
every 15 days and declare ad-
ditional taluks if necessary.

A record 49 lakh agriculture
and horticulture farmers have
enrolled under the Fasal Bima
Yojana. The deadline has
been extended to August 31,
with compensation available
under the ‘Prevented Sowing’
category.

To prevent distress migra-
tion, 16,460 works under the

Drought Preparedness

Karnataka has stepped up drought
preparedness with Rs 306 crore re-
leased for drinking water supply.
The government will review drought
conditions every 15 days and submit
its relief memorandum to the Cen-
tre by month-end. Crop insurance
enrolment has reached a record 49
lakh farmers, with the deadline ex-
tended to August 31. Employment
works have generated 66.73 lakh
person-days, while officials will
monitor bus and railway stations to

K prevent distress migration.

VB-GRAM-G scheme have
generated 66.73 lakh per-
son-days between July 1 and
August 24. Officials will be
deployed at bus and railway
stations to monitor migration.

The government will con-
tinue the Podi campaign, de-
clare revenue villages and
distribute title deeds to eligi-
ble beneficiaries.

Ashoka demands drought
declaration in 175 taluks

BENGALURU

Opposition Leader R Ashoka
demanded drought be de-
clared in 175 taluks, along
with farm loan waivers and
transparency on relief funds.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Thursday, Ashoka
alleged the government had
declared drought only as a
formality after farmers began
protesting. He said drought
had been declared severe in
89 taluks and moderate in 12,
whereas the BJP had assessed
conditions in 175 taluks.

Ashoka questioned the gov-
ernment over the allocation of
only Rs 1 crore per taluk and
demanded clarity on funds re-
leased for drinking water, fod-
der and borewells. He said
farmers’ demand for Rs
50,000 per acre had also not
been accepted.

He urged the government to
waive at least Rs 1 lakh of
loans for every farmer and
said the VB-G RAM G
scheme should be effectively
implemented to prevent dis-
tress migration. He also
sought measures to protect
migrant families and ensure
their children’s education.

Ashoka alleged the govern-
ment had failed to act despite
warnings about El Nifio and

Ashoka slams govt
overdelay inrelief

Opposition Leader R Ashoka accused
the Karnataka government of delaying
drought relief and demanded immedi-
ate action across 175 taluks. He sought
a farm loan waiver of at least Rs 1lakh
per farmer and transparency on funds

for drinking water, fodder and bore-

wells. Ashoka also urged effective im-

plementation of the VB-GRAM G
scheme to curb distress migration. He
warned of intensified protests if the
government failed to act.

said the BJP would submit its
drought assessment report.
On the Valmiki Develop-
ment Corporation alleged ir-
regularities, Ashoka claimed
Minister B Nagendra’s resig-
nation was certain. He said
the BJP had petitioned the
Governor seeking permission
for CBI and ED investiga-
tions. “If there is no decision
within a week, we will even
lay siege to the Chief Minis-
ter’s house,” Ashoka warned.
He also said the
BJP would con-
tinue raising
issues includ- ¥;
ing Bidadi )
Township and é‘:sn
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Nawaz Sharif
nominates
Iftikhar Gillani
for PoK PM post

LAHORE

PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif
has nominated Barrister Iftikhar
Gillani for the post of prime
minister of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), with the legis-
lative assembly likely to elect
the new leader on Friday.

A senior Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz leader said
Gillani was finalised on Shar-
if’s recommendation after con-
sultations with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, PML-N re-
gional president Shah Ghulam
Qadir and former PoK prime
minister Raja Farooq Haider.

He was elected to the as-
sembly on a reserved techno-
crat seat on Sharif’s recom-
mendation. The 53-member
legislative assembly has 45 di-
rectly elected seats and eight
reserved seats for women, tech-
nocrats and clerics. However,
the new prime minister will be
elected without the assembly at
full strength, as elections to sev-
en directly elected seats could
not be held due to law-and-or-
der concerns. India maintains
that Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh are integral parts of In-

dia and that Pakistan is in ille-
gal occupation of parts of
these territories.

Two pilots killed as training aircraft crashes in Kanpur

KANPUR

The Tecnam aircraft, operated
by Garg Aviation, took off
from Kanpur around 11.30 am
and crashed about 20 minutes
later near Nathapurwa village
in the Katri area, police said.
Instructor Sachin Bhatia from
Gujarat and trainee pilot
Abhishek Pujari from Karna-
taka died in the crash.
Kanpur Police Commis-
sioner Raghubir Lal said the
cause of the crash was not im-
mediately known. Bhatia had
around 3,000 hours of flying
experience. Police and fire per-
sonnel rushed to the agricultur-
al field near the Ganga Barrage
after receiving information

about the crash. The area was
cordoned off and the mangled
wreckage secured for investiga-
tion. Preliminary information
indicated that the aircraft was
a twin-engine, four-seater
training aircraft. Videos from
the site showed the aircraft
reduced to wreckage, with de-
bris scattered across the field.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is ex-

“The cause of the crash was not
immediately known.”

— Raghubir Lal,

Kanpur Police Commissioner

pected to examine the air-
craft’s airworthiness, mainte-
nance records and other tech-
nical aspects as part of the in-
vestigation. Garg Aviation said
the aircraft had been with the
company since 2023 and

claimed there were no mainte-
nance-related deficiencies. Of-
ficials are yet to establish what
caused the aircraft to crash
shortly after take-off. Police of-
ficials, including Commissioner
Lal, Additional Commissioners
Vipin Tada and Sankalp Shar-
ma, and Chief Fire Officer
Deepak Sharma, visited the
crash site and reviewed the res-
cue and investigation efforts.

CRASH UNDER INVESTIGATION

The DGCA will examine the aircraft’s airworthiness, maintenance records and
technical aspects to determine what caused the crash. Police and fire person-
nel secured the wreckage after the aircraft went down near Nathapurwa vil-
lage. Garg Aviation said the aircraft had been with the company since 2023
and maintained that it had no maintenance-related deficiencies. The crash
killed instructor Sachin Bhatia and trainee pilot Abhishek Pujari.

KANPUR AVIATION
TRAGEDY

* 2 — Pilots killed

» 20 minutes — Approx-
imate time after take-off
before crash

* 3,000 hours — Instruc-
tor Sachin Bhatia’s flying
experience

*11.30 am — Approxi-
mate take-off time

* 2023 — Year aircraft
joined Garg Aviation’s fleet

* Aircraft — Tecnam twin-
engine training aircraft
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IIM Bangalore
welcomes its first
undergraduates

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
The Indian Institute of
Management Bangalore
has finally welcomed its
very first batch of under-
graduate students. Out of
12000 hopeful applicants,
only 80 bright minds se-
cured a spot on the new Ji-
gani-Anekal campus. The
proud incoming group in-
cludes 56 boys and 24
girls. Most students com-
pleted their schooling
through the CBSE board.
Furthermore, over half the
cohort scored above ninety
percent in their final class
exams. Classes for these
unigue data science and
economics programs offi-
cially start on August 3lst.
Meanwhile, the institute
has already opened appli-
cations for next year.

In-law care
solely children’s duty:
High Court

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka High Court
recently ruled that hus-
bands cannot force wives
to do household chores
or care for in-laws. Justice
Chillakur Sumalatha stat-
ed that sharing daily
tasks must be equal. Fur-
thermore, caring for el-
derly parents remains the
sole duty of biological
children rather than
spouses. The court made
these remarks while dis-
missing a petition from a
man challenging a main-
tenance order for his wife
and child. The judge em-
phasized that marriage is
never a license to control
awoman’s freedom or
autonomy. Ultimately,
mutual respect and
equality must always
guide every healthy
partnership.

Stalker follows
women home, peeks
inside
BENGALURU
A terrified woman re-
cently faced a nightmare
when a midnight stalker
followed her and her
friend home near Naga-
rabhavi Circle. The
stranger on a motorcycle
first chased them while
asking intrusive ques-
tions. Later that night, the
same man tracked down
their residence and
peeked through their
open bedroom window
while one of them was
changing clothes. The
victim screamed for help,
causing the culprit to flee
instantly. CCTV footage
captured his movements
outside. Following a for-
mal complaint, the Chan-
dra Layout police regis-
tered a case and are ac-
tively reviewing footage
to trace the suspect.

- Stric

t action warned

‘over Eid Milad clashes

Festive harmony shattered in Bengaluru as a clash during Eid Milad
sparked fierce political and communal tensions.

HIGHLIGHTS & OFFICIAL STANCE

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Recent festive celebrations
across Karnataka turned con-
tentious following reports of
friction and disturbances
during Eid Milad processions
held on August 26. The inci-
dents have triggered a sharp
political debate regarding law
enforcement, communal har-
mony, and the safety of citi-
zens participating in public
gatherings across the state.
The most notable clash oc-
curred within the jurisdiction
of the Basavanagudi Police
Station in Bengaluru, where
an altercation broke out be-
tween members of a local
Hindu organization and par-
ticipating Muslim youths. Lo-
cal law enforcement agencies
moved swiftly to contain the
situation, dispersing crowds
and initiating a detailed inves-
tigation into the root causes of
the escalation. Police pres-
ence remains heightened in
sensitive neighborhoods to
prevent any retaliatory actions
or further deterioration of

public order.

Addressing the media re-
garding the disturbances,
State Home Minister Priyank
Kharge issued a stern warning
against anyone attempting to
disrupt communal peace. Re-
affirming the government's
stance, Kharge emphasized
that no group—regardless of
religious identity—possesses
the legal or moral right to take
matters into their own hands.
He noted that the Constitution
provides adequate space for
all communities to practice
their traditions peacefully,
provided they adhere to estab-
lished legal boundaries. Fur-
thermore, the Home Minister
warned that individuals
caught actively sowing seeds
of communal discord and ha-
tred would face strict, uncom-
promising legal consequenc-
es. The incident has also in-
tensified verbal sparring be-
tween the ruling administra-
tion and the opposition Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP). Re-
sponding to criticisms leveled
by opposition figures over the

No one has theright to take
the law into their hands.
The constitution provides

space for everyone's practices,
and harmony must be maintained.

-Priyank Kharge, State Home Minister

handling of festive security,
Kharge dismissed the allega-
tions as politically motivated.
He claimed that opposition
leaders rely on communal
friction to maintain their po-
litical relevance, alleging that
certain figures openly admit
that neglecting polarization

Zero Tolerance: Strict legal
action will be taken against indi-
viduals caught sowing seeds of
hatred or disturbing public peace.

Equal Protection: The govern-

ment reiterated that constitutional
laws apply equally to every citizen,
regardless of religious background.

Political War of Words: The rul-

' ing administration hit back at op-
# position BJP leaders, accusing them

of trying to score political points
out of communal sensitivities.

efforts would severely dam-
age their electoral prospects.

As local authorities contin-
ue their probe into the Basa-
vanagudi clash, district ad-
ministrations across Bengalu-
ru have been instructed to
maintain strict vigil.

Community leaders from
both sides have been urged to
counsel youth against provoc-
ative behavior, ensuring that
future celebrations remain
peaceful and do not jeopar-
dize the fragile social fabric
of the city.

Low storage: Reservoirs trail
behind last year

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka is facing a worry-
ing water shortage as major
reservoirs in both the Cauvery
and Krishna river basins re-
cord lower storage volumes
than last year. Recent data re-
leased by the Water Resourc-
es Department shows that
weak monsoon inflows have
left several vital dams
half-empty, raising serious
concerns for farming and
drinking water security.

In the Cauvery basin, the
key Krishnaraja Sagara
(KRS) dam in Mandya district
currently holds 31.47 tmc of
water, which is roughly 63
percent of its total capacity.
This is a sharp drop compared
to last year when the reservoir
stood near full at 98 percent.
Other catchment areas like
Hemavati and Kabini have
also seen their storage levels
decline to 81 percent and 67
percent respectively. Only
Harangi has bucked the trend,
remaining steady at nearly 98
percent capacity.

The situation is equally
tense across the Krishna river
basin in North Karnataka. The
Malaprabha reservoir has
plunged to 60 percent capaci-
ty with just 22.52 tmc of
stored water, down heavily
from the 96 percent recorded
during the same period last
year. Meanwhile, the Bhadra
dam in Shimoga has dropped
to 84 percent. However, a few
major structures like Almatti
and Tungabhadra remain in a

comfortable position, holding
strong at 99 percent and 90
percent storage due to local-
ized water movements.

Water management experts
point out that poor rainfall
and sluggish inflows are the
main reasons behind this
statewide drop.

With less water entering the
systems than last year, local
farming communities are
growing anxious about up-
coming crop cycles. Authori-
ties are keeping a close watch
on daily updates to manage
distribution carefully.

Cauvery basin

reservoir levels
* KRS Dam (Mandya):
Currently holds 31.47 TMC
(63 percent) compared to
48.31 TMC (98 percent)
last year.

* Hemavati Dam (Hassan):
Down to 30.10 TMC (81
percent) from last year's
36.89 TMC (99 percent).

* Kabini Dam (Mysore):
Records 13.10 TMC (67
percent), a steep drop from
19.13 TMC (98 percent)
previously.

» Harangi Dam (Kodagu):
Holds a stable 8.34 TMC
(98 percent), showing a
slight improvement over
last year's 8.13 TMC.

Reservoir . Current Last year
name e storage storage
22.52 TMC 36.41 TMC
Malaprabha Belgaum (60%) (96%)
. 60.28 TMC 69.86 TMC
Bhadra Shimoga (84%) (98%)
Vani Vilasa Chikkama- 22.42 TMC 25.79 TMC
Sagar galuru (74%) (85%)
Alamatt Krishna 122.66 TMC Good robust
y Basin (99%) storage
95.62 TMC Stable water
Tungabhadra Karnataka (90%) reserve

~

NLSIU cancels 34th
annual convocation event

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The National Law School of
India University (NLSIU) has
officially called off its 34th an-
nual convocation for the grad-
uating batch of 2026, citing
unavoidable administrative
roadblocks. Originally slated
for September 12, the
high-profile ceremony was
scrapped following severe
pushback and organized oppo-
sition from students and alum-
ni regarding the proposed pres-
ence of Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant and Bar
Council of India (BCI) Chair-
man Manan Kumar Mishra.
In an official notification
released by the registrar, the
university stated that despite
concerted efforts to move for-
ward, the event could not take
place. Instead of the tradition-
al gathering, graduating stu-
dents will have their degrees
conferred in absentia follow-
ing statutory approvals from
the governing bodies. Stu-

dents can choose to have their
degree certificates mailed via
courier or pick them up direct-
ly from the campus.

The cancellation serves as a
watershed moment in escalat-
ing campus dissent across In-
dia’s premier legal institu-
tions. Tensions originally
boiled over following a fierce
controversy at Hyderabad’s
NALSAR University of Law,
where the BCI briefly moved
to block the professional en-
rolment of graduating students
after they protested the pro-
posed invite extended to the
CIJI. Although that enrollment
freeze was rolled back within
hours, the aggressive regula-
tory retaliation triggered wide-
spread solidarity movements
nationwide.

FSSAI cracks
down on
adulterated
cooking oil

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a decisive move to safe-
guard public health and dis-
mantle the thriving adulterat-
ed oil mafia, the Food Safety
and Quality Department has
launched an intensive state-
wide crackdown on the sale of
unbranded, unsealed cooking
oil. Authorities are intensify-
ing inspections across local
marketplaces to target traders
who sell low-cost oil from
open drums and unlabelled
containers, posing severe
health hazards to consumers.

The state government is
moving toward a total prohibi-
tion on the retail sale of loose
cooking oil. Health Minister
U.T. Khader has ordered the
creation of a high-level admin-
istrative committee of senior
officials. This panel is tasked
with compiling a comprehen-
sive evaluation report detailing
the health hazards of open oil,
assessing market impacts, and
addressing challenges faced by
small-scale merchants. Final
policy decisions regarding the
complete statutory ban will
rely directly on this upcoming
committee submission.

Food safety inspectors have
stepped up surveillance, collect-
ing random samples from local
vendors where oil lacks trace-
ability markers such as manufac-
turing dates, expiration limits, or
official company addresses.

FIKING KARNATAKA'S SCHOOLS

Emergency
helplines open for
Nepal victims: DCM

Karnataka activated
emergency helplines and
coordinated rescue
efforts after flash floods
in Nepal stranded
citizens and left
hundreds uncontactable.
v
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In the wake of a catastrophic
flash flood that has left wide-
spread destruction and struc-
tural collapse across Nepal,
the Government of Karnataka
has stepped up emergency ef-
forts after reports emerged
that several citizens from the
state, including multiple indi-
viduals from Bengaluru, are
currently caught in the disas-
ter zone.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Bengaluru, Deputy
Chief Minister G. Paramesh-
wara announced that state au-
thorities are actively working
to trace and establish contact
with stranded residents.

With large parts of Nepal
losing connectivity due to se-
vere weather, the confirmed
death toll from the flash
floods has climbed past 165,
with nearly 300 Indian nation-
als including pilgrims travel-
ing for the Kailash Manasaro-
var Yatra reported missing or
uncontactable.

The Karnataka government
is maintaining continuous co-
ordination with the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs and
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs. To streamline rescue
operations, the State Emer-

gency Operations Centre
(SEOC) has launched a dedi-
cated round-the-clock help-
line. Families and concerned
citizens seeking information
or emergency assistance can
reach the control room at the
toll-free number 1070 or via
080-22253707, or report de-
tails through the official state
government Google Form
link. Additionally, informa-
tion can be submitted via
email to seockarnataka@
gmail.com.

Highlighting the gravity of
the situation, the Deputy
Chief Minister indicated that
the state administration is ex-
ploring options to dispatch a
senior government official
and potentially a cabinet
minister directly to Kathman-
du to oversee relief efforts
and coordinate on-ground
support.

Diplomatic channels with
the Indian Embassy in Nepal,
along with authorities in the
Tibet Autonomous Region
and the Chinese Embassy,
have been activated to locate
missing travelers.

The Indian Embassy in

Kathmandu has also released
direct emergency contacts and
WhatsApp numbers for af-
fected nationals:
+977 9851316807,
+977 9709107500, and
+977 9810326117.
Relatives of missing persons
have been urged to share pre-
cise details, including full
names, last-known locations,
and timestamps of last com-
munication, to accelerate res-
cue mandates.

Chennai man arrested for
attacking constable

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A terrifying incident unfold-
ed at the Majestic Railway
Police Station when a preg-
nant female police constable
was brutally assaulted with
an iron rod while on duty.
The victim, identified as
Shilpa, suffered severe inju-
ries during the unprovoked
attack. Swift police action
led to the prompt arrest of
the accused, a Chennai resi-
dent named Gajendra.

According to local police
reports, the violent episode
occurred when the suspect
visited the station to file a
complaint regarding a lost
mobile phone.

At the time of his visit,
Shilpa was the sole officer
present inside the building.
Because she was managing
the station alone, she politely
asked the visitor to return the
following morning to proper-
ly register his grievance.

Instead of understanding
the situation, the suspect flew
into a sudden and violent
rage upon hearing her re-
sponse. Enraged by the delay,
he picked up a metal rod and
launched a ferocious attack

on the defenseless woman as
she sat at her desk. Her col-
leagues rushed to her aid
shortly after the assault, se-
curing the premises and pro-
viding immediate medical
attention to the injured offi-
cer, who was rushed to a
nearby hospital for emergen-
cy care.

Senior police officials con-
demned the cowardly act,
assuring the public that strict
legal action will be pursued
against the assailant.

The attack has also sparked
serious conversations regard-
ing security measures and
staffing levels at local police
stations, particularly for offi-
cers handling lone shifts.

Investigators are continu-
ing to question the arrested
individual to determine if
any other underlying mo-
tives contributed to his ag-
gressive outburst inside a
government law enforce-
ment facility.

U.T. Khader to lead education reformers panel

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major push to overhaul
the academic landscape and
resolve systemic student
challenges, the Government
of Karnataka has officially
formed a high-level cabinet
sub-committee dedicated to
comprehensive education re-
form. This strategic adminis-
trative step is designed to
address deep-seated issues
plaguing both school and
higher education systems
across the state, ensuring a
structured approach to mod-
ernizing public learning in-
frastructure and safeguarding
student welfare.

The newly constituted
committee is led by senior
political figure and legislator
U.T. Khader as its chairper-
son. The panel features an
influential group of four key
ministers - Higher Education
Minister Basavaraj Rayared-
dy, Home and ITBT Minister
Priyank Kharge, Medical Ed-
ucation Minister Sharan

Ouraimis to tackle
systemicissues
head-on, improve
government schools, and
ensure affordable,
high-quality education for
every student in the state.

-Stated official sources

Prakash Patil, and School
Education Minister Madhu
Bangarappa.

The collective expertise of
these leaders spans adminis-
trative governance, legal
frameworks, and institutional
management, providing the
committee with the diverse
perspective necessary to
tackle complex academic
hurdles.

The government has man-
dated the sub-committee to
conduct extensive
ground-level consultations
and submit a detailed action
report within the next month.
To ensure complete transpar-
ency and inclusivity, panel

\L \\
members will interact direct-
ly with key stakeholders, in-
cluding students, distressed

parents, school and college
teachers, academic experts,

classrooms, lack of digital
tools, and insufficient sanita-
tion facilities will be audited
and addressed. Furthermore,
the panel has been tasked
with expediting the recruit-
ment process to fill vacant
teaching positions that have
long strained public institu-
tions.

Beyond public schools, the
committee will focus on reg-
ulatory frameworks for the
private education sector. It
plans to implement strict

oversight to control exces-
sive fee hikes by private
schools and colleges, monitor
unregulated commercial
coaching centers, and estab-
lish foolproof measures to
prevent exam malpractice
and question paper leaks.
This decisive administrative
move reflects the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
building a transparent, equi-
table, and high-performing
education ecosystem for mil-
lions of students.

Committee structure & actionplan

and private institutional man- Panel member Portfolio / Role Focusarea
agement bodies from every - 5
district. UT. Khader Committea Head | Overallleadershipand strategic
The primary objectives as- reform planning.
signed to this committee are . ) ) College standards, university up-
broad and ambitious. Offi- BasavarajRayareddy | Higher Education grades, and student welfare,
cials aim to dramatically ele- Digitali ; ;

[ - . gital integration, security, and
vate the quality of teaching Priyank Kharge Home &ITBT institutional monitoring.
and academic delivery in tessional training and medical
government-run schools and | Sharan Prakash Patil | Medical Education | Froressional training and medica
colleges. college infrastructure.

Critical infrastructural de- . Primary schooling, teacher staff-
T s Madhu B School Educat - o
ficiencies such as dilapidated adhu Bangarappa cnootEducation ing, and basic facilities.
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«Clean your empty plot

or face GBA recovery costs’

BENGALURU'S GBA LAUNCHED FORCED CLEANUPS OF NEGLECTED VACANT
PLOTS, WARNING OWNERS OF HEAVY MUNICIPAL COST RECOVERIES.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Greater Bangalore Develop-
ment (GBA) Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda has issued a
stern advisory to property
owners across the city, urging
them to clear out overgrown
vegetation and construction
debris from vacant lots inde-
pendently to avoid heavy mu-
nicipal cleaning charges.

The warning came during a
symbolic cleanup drive
launched at Domlur, falling
within the Shantinagar As-
sembly Constituency. The ini-
tiative follows the expiration
of the deadline set under the
city-wide "Freedom from
Waste" campaign. Initially,
private plot owners were giv-
en until August 15 to clear
their premises, a grace period
later extended through August
22. According to municipal
data, roughly 30 percent of
property owners complied by
cleaning their sites, but a stag-
gering 70 percent failed to
take action.

Expressing frustration,
Minister Byre Gowda noted
that neglected plots choked
with weeds and trash have be-
come breeding grounds for
mosquitoes, rodents, and
snakes, severely threatening
public health and urban hy-
giene. With the deadline
passed, the GBA has officially
begun clearing neglected

Clearing
Agency / Department

-
I (gpa)
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properties directly, announc-
ing that all cleaning expenses
will be recovered from own-
ers through their property tax
assessments.

The minister stressed that
independent cleanup remains
far more economical for citi-
zens. GBA operations follow
standard Schedule of Rates
(SR) based on plot dimen-
sions and machinery require-
ments, but the government
has opted for leniency during
this initial phase. "No penalty
will be imposed for the first
time cleaning of vacant sites,"
Khandre clarified, adding that
repeat negligence will attract
strict financial penalties. Ad-
ditionally, owners who volun-

Greater Bengaluru Authority
Bengaluru Development Authority

j Karnataka Industrial Areas
Development Board (KIADB)

& BWsSB (Jalmandali)

ﬂ\ National Highways Authority of India
/B (NHAI)

Department wise
C&D waste clearance

Waste Cleared
(Metric Tonnes / Vol)

67,152 MT

51,323 MT

2,800 MT

728 MT

560 MT

169 MT

tarily clean their properties
will receive official letters of
thanks from the administra-
tion.

The massive city-wide
drive has already registered
staggering progress. A com-
bined total of 1,22,732 metric
tonnes of construction and
demolition (C&D) waste has
been cleared so far through
inter-departmental collabora-
tion. This includes 67,152
metric tonnes cleared by the
GBA, alongside contributions
from the BDA, KIADB,
K-Raid, NHAI, and Jalman-
dali, alongside utility clear-
ances by BESCOM and Nam-
ma Metro.

To enforce compliance, for-

CAMPAIGN

HIGHLIGHTS

- Deadline Lapses: Given time

until August 22, only 30% of

property owners cleared their
plots voluntarily.

- Corporation Intervention: The
GBA has stepped in to clean the
remaining 70% of neglected
plots, recovering expenses
through property taxes.

- Bab el-Mandeb shipping
route under threat.

- No Initial Penalties: Authorities
clarified that no fine will be
imposed for first-time cleanups,
though repeat negligence will
attract strict penalties.

- Massive Waste Clearance: A
total of 1,22,732 metric tonnes of
construction and demolition
(C&D) waste has been cleared
across departments so far.

mal notices have now been
pasted across 189 neglected
properties, with municipal
corporation teams officially
launching forced cleanup op-
erations across five city
zones. Local leaders, includ-
ing Shantinagar MLA and
BDA President N.A. Harris
and GBA Chief Commission-
er Maheshwar Rao, accompa-
nied the minister, reinforcing
that maintaining urban clean-
liness is a non-negotiable le-
gal duty for every property
owner under the GBA Act.

BNCC clears over 240 km of footpaths
ENCROACHMENT

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru North City
Corporation (BNCC) has
stepped up its urban mobility
campaign, clearing over 240
kilometres of footpaths from
illegal encroachments. Exe-
cuted under the strategic guid-
ance of Greater Bengaluru
Development Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda and Commis-
sioner Pommala Sunil Kumar,
the ongoing special drive
aims to guarantee safe, seam-
less, and unobstructed pedes-
trian movement across north-
ern residential and commer-
cial zones.

During the latest single-day
operation spanning multiple
divisions, civic enforcement
teams successfully cleared
3.05 kilometres of blocked
walkways. Key interventions
included targeted anti-en-
croachment sweeps along Ra-
machandrapura Main Road in
the Vidyaranyapura division
(1.20 km), Hennur-Bagalur
Road stretching from Hennur
Junction to Sparsh Hospital in
the Sarvagnanagar division
(1.00 km), and 15th B Cross
in Ward No. 04 of the Judicial
Layout within the Yelahanka
division.

The single-day sweep re-

—— OVERALL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS TABLE -—

Encroachment / Total items
Asset category removed / Cleared (July 1- August 27)

Footpaths cleared
& repaired

Shops & pushcarts

Canopies & sheds

Ramps & structural steps

Advertisements & boards

Construction debris

000060

sulted in significant asset and
debris seizures. Municipal
crews removed 7 petty shops,
5 unauthorized push carts, 43
structural AC sheets and can-
opies, 51 rogue concrete
steps and ramps extending
onto public walkways, and
41 advertising pillars and
display name boards. Addi-
tionally, enforcement teams
hauled away 30 tonnes of ac-
cumulated construction rub-
ble and soil.

Cumulative figures under-
score the massive scale of
the ongoing initiative. Be-

243.50 km cleared / 22.10 km repaired

614 petty shops & 815 push carts

1,806 AC sheets/canopies & 68

temporary sheds

1,634 steps and ramps
1,687 pillars and name boards

2,084.20 tonnes cleared
PR ’\‘ FEEEE N

tween July 1 and August 27,
BNCC teams have cleared a
staggering 243.50 km of
footpaths citywide. The cu-
mulative recovery tally fea-
tures the removal of 614
commercial stalls, 815 push
carts, 1,806 overhead cano-
pies, 1,634 illegal ramp
structures, and 1,687 adver-
tisement boards, alongside
68 temporary and perma-
nent sheds. Furthermore,
authorities have cleared
2,084.20 metric tonnes of
construction debris and suc-
cessfully repaired 22.10 km

DRIVE HIGHLIGHTS

« Extent Cleared: Over 3.05 km
of footpaths were freed across
Vidyaranyapura, Sarvagnanagar,
and Yelahanka divisions.
 Removals: Action teams seized
7 petty shops, 5 push carts, 43
canopies, 51 unauthorized ramps,
and 41 advertisement boards.

+ Debris Cleared: Workers suc-
cessfully hauled away 30 tonnes
of construction waste and soil
from pedestrian corridors.

Moving forward

BNCC authorities have
reiterated that similar
intensive clearance oper-
ations will persist across
all divisions to prevent
re-encroachments and
maintain proper pedestrian
infrastructure.

of damaged pedestrian in-
frastructure.

Corporation officials em-
phasized that these rigorous
drives will continue uninter-
rupted to reclaim public spac-
es from encroachers and re-
store walking safety for ev-
eryday commuters across
Bengaluru.

RECLAIMING PUBLIC WALKWAYS

Bengaluru East cracks down
on unauthorised road cutting

Bengaluru East City
Corporation mandated
prior civic permission

for all road excavations,
enforcing synchronized
utility coordination and strict
restoration protocols.

v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru East City Cor-
poration has instituted a strict
regulatory framework govern-
ing urban infrastructure exca-
vation, making prior civic
permission mandatory for all
road-cutting activities. The
decisive policy shift was an-
nounced following a high-lev-
el inter-departmental coordi-
nation meeting chaired by
Additional Commissioner
(Development) Lokhande
Snehal Sudhakar. The direc-
tive aims to eliminate the
chronic menace of haphazard-
ly excavated thoroughfares,
substandard restoration jobs,
and the resultant public hard-
ship that plagues commuter
movement across eastern res-
idential and commercial cor-
ridors.

The administrative con-
clave brought together key
stakeholders from major civic
utilities, including BESCOM,
BWSSB, GAIL, KPTCL, var-
ious optical fibre cable (OFC)
network agencies, and the
Traffic Police. Discussions
centered on establishing rigid
accountability measures,
eliminating inter-agency fric-
tion, and mandating synchro-
nized project execution to
prevent multiple departments
from repeatedly tearing up the
same stretches of newly
paved asphalt.

Additional Commissioner
Sudhakar emphasized that all
participating entities must
function as a unified adminis-
trative team. Officials were
explicitly barred from offer-

ing administrative excuses or
bureaucratic delays for lag-
ging infrastructure projects. A
core mandate requires every
utility department to submit
comprehensive advance ac-
tion plans for the current fi-
nancial year directly to the
Corporation. Under the new
protocol, physical excavation
can only commence after se-
curing formal administrative
clearance and drafting syn-
chronized joint utility corri-
dors for electricity cables,
water mains, underground
drainage networks, piped nat-
ural gas lines, and telecom-
munication ducts.

To safeguard public welfare
during active construction
phases, the Corporation laid
down explicit operational pro-
tocols. Agencies must restore
cut surfaces immediately to
stringent engineering stan-
dards without compromising
quality or exceeding strict
project deadlines. Mandatory
safety protocols require ro-
bust physical barricading,
prominent warning signage,
and high-visibility night light-
ing at all active worksites.
Furthermore, contractors must
establish safe alternative traf-
fic diversion routes, exercis-
ing extreme caution near sen-
sitive high-traffic zones such
as major arterial junctions,
Namma Metro stations, and
healthcare facilities. Debris,
discarded utility poles, redun-

All departments must work
as a unified team. No excuses
will be tolerated for delays or
compromises on the quality

of road restoration.
- Bengaluru East City Corporation

dant piping, and stray cable
boxes must be cleared from
roads and footpaths immedi-
ately upon project comple-
tion.

Specific local interventions
were also ordered during the
review. The BWSSB was in-
structed to finish the approxi-
mately 700-metre pipeline
installation along the Yamal-
ur—Kempapura route within
its scheduled window, while
formal clearance was issued
for pipeline deployment from
Seegehalli Main Road to
Basavanapura Main Road,
with restoration costs explic-
itly assigned to the water
board. Simultaneously, au-
thorities cracked down on
illicit utility trenching near
the Udupi Sannidhi Hotel on
the Outer Ring Road, order-
ing immediate reinstatement
of the damaged surface. In a
parallel safety push, the Cor-
poration and KPTCL an-
nounced coordinated en-
forcement against illegal
structures violating the man-
dated 2.8-metre safety buffer
from high-tension power
transmission line corridors,
noting that statutory notices
have already been served to
errant property owners.

5
| Yo 2 ,!
”feed§$

b5

7;7.#"' " e
Ak i :

GBA clearsthe air: Freedom
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Park protests remain free

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

City authorities have stepped
forward to clear up wide-
spread confusion regarding
park usage fees.

Officials confirmed that
recent price updates apply
only to commercial activities
and private events, and do
not affect public demonstra-
tions. Concerns grew after
rumors spread that authori-
ties planned to charge a
heavy fee of one lakh rupees
per day for holding protests
at the popular democratic
hub. Social groups and com-
munity leaders quickly raised
their voices against the re-
ported rule, arguing that
speaking up for basic rights
is a fundamental freedom and
should never carry a high
price tag.

Leaders pointed out that

ordinary citizens and stu-
dents rely on the designated
protest area to voice concerns
to the government. Charging
money for these gatherings
would block working com-
munities from raising their
voices. Activists also high-
lighted that the venue still
lacks proper drinking water
and clean restrooms.

Responding to the uproar,
the governing body ex-
plained that the updated pric-
ing structure focuses entirely
on film shoots, cultural pro-
grams, and exhibitions. Stan-
dard public demonstrations
and political rallies are ex-
cluded from these commer-
cial categories.

Freedom Park remains the
primary zone for public
demonstrations, keeping traf-
fic moving smoothly while
citizens protest safely.

l1Sc study warns Hebbal
tunnel may fail

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A fresh study from the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc)
criticizes Bengaluru’s contro-
versial Hebbal tunnel project.
Researchers warn the under-
ground road will merely shift
traffic jams elsewhere while
posing serious flood and
structural risks to the city.

The Bengaluru Develop-
ment Authority initiated con-
struction on the Rs
1,139-crore, six-lane tunnel
spanning two kilometres from
Esteem Mall to the Veterinary
College. However, the IISc
Sustainability Lab claims the
Detailed Project Report relies
on inflated traffic numbers
and unrealistic vehicle diver-
sion estimates.

Experts point out that while
the tunnel might offer tempo-
rary relief at Hebbal Junction,
massive bottlenecks will shift
to nearby entry and exit roads.
Additionally, open-cut con-
struction close to Hebbal
Lake could destabilize exist-
ing flyover piers, threatening
public safety and local tree
cover.

Instead of an expensive
highway tunnel, the report
recommends building an un-
derground Metro system. Re-
searchers note rail transit is
far more cost-effective per
passenger and provides long-
term relief by reducing total
vehicle volume rather than
adding more road space.

South Corporation clears 157 km of walkways

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru South City
Corporation has intensified its
ongoing civic enforcement op-
erations, successfully clearing
an expansive cumulative total
of 157.31 kilometres of foot-
paths from unauthorized ob-
structions. The aggressive ur-
ban mobility drive is being
executed under the strategic
policy directives of the Greater
Bengaluru Development Min-
ister, Sri Krishna Byre Gowda,
and directly supervised by the

Corporation’s Commissioner,
Sri K. N. Ramesh.

During the latest single-day
coordinated sweep conducted
on August 27, 2026, enforce-
ment squads successfully
cleared exactly 2.00 kilome-
tres of blocked pedestrian
walkways. The targeted oper-
ations focused heavily on
high-density commercial and
commuter corridors, deploy-
ing municipal workforces
alongside specialized machin-
ery, transport vehicles, and
enforcement units drawn from

the local Law & Order and
Traffic Police wings to main-
tain public order and deter
resistance.

The primary epicenter of
the operation was concentrat-
ed along the bustling stretches
of Sarjapura Main Road. Mu-
nicipal teams systematically
targeted and dismantled a
wide variety of commercial
and structural encroachments
that had long restricted pedes-
trian thoroughfare. The sin-
gle-day inventory of confis-
cated and cleared items in-

cluded 5 illegal shops and
petty vending stalls, 7 unau-
thorized hand-pulled push-
carts, 5 obstructive concrete
steps and improvised ramps,
10 commercial advertisement
boards and display pillars,
alongside 1 tempo-
rary-cum-permanent structur-
al shed that had illegally oc-
cupied public space.
Commissioner K. N. Ra-
mesh emphasized that these
rigorous enforcement mea-
sures are designed to perma-
nently prioritize pedestrian

safety and restore walkability
across arterial and sub-arterial
pathways. He issued a stern
warning that operations tar-
geting encroachments will
continue unabated across all
divisions in the coming days,
leaving no room for recurring
violations or illegal commer-
cial expansion onto public
rights-of-way.

The comprehensive drive
forms an essential component
of a broader municipal frame-
work implemented across the
Greater Bengaluru Authority

(GBA) jurisdiction,
which aims to eradicate
street-level blockages,
optimize traffic move-
ment, and reclaim urban
spaces for the public.

Encroachments causing public
inconvenience will be dealt
with strictly, and our
clearance operations will
continue without interruption.

- Commissioner Ramesh ,,
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Study reveals
safety fears shape
women’s lives

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A recent study titled The
City Through Her Eyes re-
veals that while Bengaluru
feels safer than Delhi, per-
sistent fear still heavily re-
stricts women'’s daily
choices. Researchers sur-
veyed over four thousand
women across both cities,
finding that 30 percent of
Bengaluru women faced
harassment in the past
year. Crucially, safety con-
cerns deeply impact career
and lifestyle decisions,
with most non-students
stating fear influences
where they work. Experts
emphasize that relying
solely on crime statistics
misses how constant anxi-
ety silently curtails wom-
en’s ultimate freedom and
public participation daily.

Beyond 8’s
‘Samvaada: Debateto
Understand’

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Beyond 8 concluded Sam-
vaada: Debate to Under-
stand, a two-day learning
experience held on August
24-25,2026, at its Kora-
mangala Learning Centre.
The programme encour-
aged learners to listen,
question assumptions, un-
derstand opposing view-
points and reflect through
workshops, debate rounds
and a final. “Education
must give learners the ma-
turity to listen, curiosity to
question and humility to
acknowledge they may not
always have the complete
answer,” said Raaji Naveen,
Co-founder, Beyond 8.

Ministers meet to
discuss inter-state
coal supplies

CHNEWS, BENGALURU
Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka recently met
Karnataka Energy Minis-
ter K J George to review
vital coal supply agree-
ments between both
states. During the discus-
sions, officials explored
strategic mining partner-
ships and uninterrupted
fuel deliveries for thermal
projects. The high-level
talks focused on leverag-
ing expertise from Sin-
gareni Collieries to sup-
port neighboring energy
requirements.

' Kharge offers to pay
'RSS registration fees

Karnataka Minister Priyank Kharge reignited a political storm by challenging
the RSS to register legally, offering financial sponsorship.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Priyank
Kharge has reignited a politi-
cal storm by openly challeng-
ing the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) to register
as a formal legal entity, offer-
ing to personally cover the
expenses. The sharp remarks
came during discussions sur-
rounding the legal and opera-
tional transparency of major
public organizations across
the state.

Addressing media persons,
Kharge pointed out that the
RSS operates on a massive
scale without any official reg-
istration. When questioned
about criminal records or
pending cases, he clarified
that no formal cases exist
against the organization sim-
ply because it lacks a recog-
nized legal identity. He ar-
gued that while prominent
leaders proudly identify as
members or promoters, the

outfit remains outside stan-
dard statutory frameworks,
avoiding financial and tax
scrutiny.

Challenging the leadership,
Kharge stated that he is ready
to sponsor the official regis-
tration fees. He proposed us-
ing funds from legislative
grants or MLA salaries to pay
for every local branch in Kar-
nataka to get registered, offer-
ing nationwide assistance if
necessary. He questioned why

P AL REL 0 K AND
Political Side Stand / Stance Core Argument
Priyank Kharge Pro-Legal "l]SiStlT a.ll ?frganizationsl ;r)ust rgglister
(Congress) Framework egally; offers personal financial as-
sistance to comply.
L Rejects the minister's comments as
Leagtje'r)ship D'SE?;;SC';’? & political stunts and avoids
addressing the registration query.

There is no RSS registration.
m Come legally and within the le-
gal framework. You are not big-
ger than the constitution.

-Priyank Kharge, State Home Minister

an entity with such wide-
spread influence refuses to
operate under transparent
rules, maintain accountable
bank accounts, or declare its
assets.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) strongly condemned his
statements, dismissing them
as politically motivated at-
tacks driven by hostility. Op-
position leaders argued that
the organization functions

successfully through public
trust and does not require for-
mal bureaucratic tags to prove
its existence.

They accused the minister
of targeting them to divert at-
tention from pressing state
issues.

Despite facing defamation
warnings and ongoing legal
battles over his remarks,
Kharge remained defiant.

He maintained that he is
fully prepared to defend his
stand in a court of law, em-
phasizing that absolute ac-
countability must apply to
every group functioning with-
in the country.

Minister Khandre launches 'Jala Asthi’ app

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major push toward ad-
ministrative transparency and
technological modernization,
the Karnataka government
has officially unveiled the
'Jala Asthi' app. Launched by
Minister Eshwar Khandre in
Bengaluru, the integrated web
and mobile application is de-
signed to overhaul the track-
ing, monitoring, and manage-
ment of drinking water assets
across rural areas under the
purview of the Rural Drinking
Water Supply Department.

The initiative comes on the
heels of massive infrastruc-
ture scaling. Minister Khan-
dre noted that under the flag-
ship Jal Jeevan Mission and
various multi-village drinking
water schemes, capital proj-
ects worth an estimated Rs
37,000 crore are currently be-
ing executed across the state.
These widespread initiatives
are specifically engineered to
eliminate chronic water scar-
city in rural households, en-
suring that clean, piped drink-
ing water reaches every door-
step reliably.

However, state officials re-
alized that laying pipelines
and building storage tanks is
only half the battle, ensuring
long-term asset sustainability
requires meticulous lifecycle
documentation. To tackle this,
the 'Jala Asthi' platform is set
to completely digitize up-
wards of 3 lakh drinking wa-
ter assets statewide. During

&Y

Features & goals of Jala Asthi

Complete Digitization: More than 70,000 water assets have already
been logged during the initial phase of verification.

Detailed Tracking: The software records exact data on borewells, pipe-
lines, overhead water tanks, and their current performance status.

Field Inspection Mandate: Assistant engineers must personally visit sites
and upload verified inspection reports to ensure uninterrupted rural water supply.

the initial rollout and verifica-
tion phase, more than 70,000
water assets have already
been formally cataloged with-
in the system, proving the
rapid scale of implementation.

The software functions as
an exhaustive repository, re-
cording minute technical de-
tails for every piece of infra-
structure. This includes bore-
wells, overhead storage tanks,
distribution pipelines, re-
al-time performance metrics,
and the precise execution sta-
tus of ongoing construction
projects. To prevent bureau-
cratic laxity or fraudulent re-
porting, the department has
issued strict, non-negotiable
directives to assistant engi-

neers. Field officers are now
mandated to personally visit
project sites, conduct physical
inspections, and upload veri-
fied geotagged reports direct-
ly onto the platform.

This hyper-transparent
framework empowers state
administrators to monitor con-
tinuous water delivery to rural
communities without omis-
sion or administrative lag. By
leveraging digital governance
to safeguard multi-crore pub-
lic investments, the 'Jala Asthi'
app marks a transformative
milestone in Karnataka’s rural
infrastructure management,
promising accountability, lon-
gevity, and uninterrupted ser-
vice for millions of citizens.

Migrant worker arrested for stealing silver bars

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

City Market police have solved
a major workplace heist with
the arrest of an out-of-state em-
ployee who allegedly stole
heavy silver bars from the jew-
elry shop where he worked.
The swift interstate operation
led to the recovery of 4 kg and
35 grams of stolen silver valued
at Rs 10 lakh. The case came to

light on June 16, 2026, when a
local businessman operating a
gold and silver ornament shop
on B.T. Street in Chickpet filed
a formal complaint. According
to the owner, he and his family
had embarked on a long tour of
North India spanning from
March 1 to May 30. Upon re-
turning and auditing his inven-
tory, he discovered a massive
portion of his silver stock miss-

ing. He immediately suspected
a worker who had been em-
ployed at his establishment for
the past 8 months and had mys-
teriously gone missing.
Launching a technical inves-
tigation, law enforcement
tracked the runaway employee
across state borders. On August
4, a specialized Bengaluru po-
lice team successfully tracked
down and apprehended the sus-

pect at his native home in Kale-
wadi village, Maharashtra.
During initial questioning, the
accused confessed to orches-
trating the insider theft while
the owner was away.
Extradited to Bengaluru, the
accused was produced before a
magistrate on August 5 and re-
manded to a 14-day police cus-
tody window for intensive in-

terrogation.

Daylight burglar arrested,
Rs 12 lakh recovered

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru City Police have
cracked a string of brazen
daylight break-ins with the
arrest of a notorious serial
burglar, recovering a massive
haul of gold ornaments worth
Rs 12 lakh. The swift opera-
tion has successfully untan-
gled multiple unsolved prop-
erty crimes across the city and
neighbouring districts.

The breakthrough stems
from a formal complaint filed
at the Konanakunte Police
Station on July 21, 2026. A
resident living in Maruthi Ba-
davane, Pillaganahalli report-

ed that unknown miscreants
had systematically cut open
the iron grill of their kitchen
window during daytime
hours, sneaking inside to
plunder valuables and cash. A
formal case for house theft
was immediately registered,
setting off a high-priority
manhunt.

Utilizing local intelligence
networks and analyzing sur-
veillance trails, a specialized
police team zeroed in on a
prime suspect. On July 30,
officers cornered and appre-
hended the individual near
Kohli Farm Gate within the
Konanakunte station limits.

‘Insurers must

pay for private

land accidents’
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a landmark ruling expand-
ing motor vehicle laws, the
Karnataka High Court has
ruled that insurance compa-
nies cannot escape liability to
pay compensation simply be-
cause a fatal accident hap-
pened on private agricultural
land. The court held that any
private property freely acces-
sible to workers or the public
functions as a public place
under the law.

Justice Shivshankar Ama-
rannavar delivered the verdict
while hearing an appeal filed
by Ramakka, whose husband
Krishnappa tragically lost his
life in a vehicle mishap.

The incident occurred on
November 28, 2019, at Shid-
laghatta taluk in Chikka-
ballapur district, where
Krishnappa was working on
private farmland.

While resting under a tree,
he was fatally struck by a ve-
hicle maneuvering to load cut
timber.

Initially, the Motor Vehicle
Accident Compensation Tri-
bunal dismissed the insurance
company's liability, arguing
the tragedy occurred on pri-
vate land and that the vehicle
only held a basic policy.

The High Court strongly
overturned that view. Inter-
preting Section 2(34) of the
Motor Vehicles Act, the
bench emphasized that be-
cause agricultural land is reg-
ularly accessed by laborers
and the public for work, such
locations qualify as public
places.

Furthermore, examining
the vehicle's documents, the
court noted it carried a com-
prehensive package policy
covering third-party losses.

The bench also criticized
the tribunal for wrongly as-
suming the victim was un-
married and making an ex-
cessive 50% personal ex-
pense deduction.

Karnataka HC fines
police over unlawful
witness arrest

Karnataka High Court
fined an investigating
officer 3 lakh rupees for
illegally detaining a
witness in a civil
property will dispute.
v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has come down heavily on the
Whitefield police for illegally
arresting an individual simply
because he signed as a wit-
ness on a property will. Ex-
pressing deep outrage over
police overreach in private
civil disputes, the court
slapped a Rs 3 lakh fine di-
rectly on the responsible in-
vestigating officer.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
delivered the strong ruling
while hearing a habeas corpus
petition filed by K. N. Mohan
Reddy, a resident of Varthur,
who challenged his arbitrary
detention. Court proceedings
revealed that although the po-
lice had formally instructed
Reddy to appear for an inqui-
ry on August 27, they unlaw-
fully locked him up two days
prior on August 25.

The bench made scathing
observations during the hear-
ing, emphasizing that the un-
derlying matter is purely civil
in nature, leaving zero legal
justification for police inter-
vention. Pointing out system-
ic flaws, the court remarked
that officers often neglect
high-priority heinous crimes
like murder to illegally med-

[[T]couRT

dle in private property dis-
putes under external influ-
ence. Warning that unchecked
high-handedness threatens
democratic governance, the
bench sternly stated that it
will not permit the region to
transform into a police state.

The court did not spare se-
nior brass either, questioning
what Assistant Commission-
ers of Police (ACPs) and
Deputy Commissioners of
Police (DCPs) were doing,
and warned that supervisory
negligence would invite strict
accountability. Furthermore,
the bench expressed absolute
dismay that local trial courts
were blindly acting on arbi-
trary police narratives without
judicial scrutiny.

The ruling serves as a mas-
sive wake-up call against par-
tisan policing and executive
overreach. By penalizing the
errant officer, the High Court
has reinforced individual lib-
erty and re-established clear
jurisdictional boundaries, re-
minding law enforcement
agencies that civil litigations
must be resolved in civil
courts, not inside police lock-
ups under pressure from vest-
ed interests.

/

Bengaluru police bust
cigarette theft racket

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru City Police have
cracked a brazen street theft
case with the swift arrest of a
suspect who stalked a ciga-
rette delivery boy before mak-
ing off with a stash of tobacco
products and cash. The break-

through led to the recovery of

55 cigarette packs and Rs
75,000 in cash, bringing the
total value of seized assets to
Rs 96,000.

The incident unfolded on
August 14, 2026, when a
Jogupalya resident working as
a commercial cigarette deliv-
ery agent pulled up on his
two-wheeler near a
hotel along Coals
Road. Stepping away
briefly to drop off an
order inside a shop,
the delivery worker
left his cargo unat-
tended on the vehi-
cle. Seizing the win-
dow of opportunity, an un-
identified opportunist swiped
the bag containing wholesale
cigarette packs and vanished
into the bustling morning
crowds.

Deeply impacted by the
livelihood blow, the victim
formally registered a theft
complaint at the Pulakeshi-
nagar Police Station on Au-
gust 17. Recognizing the ris-
ing trend of targeted opportu-
nistic street crimes, law en-
forcement officials swung into
action. A specialized tactical
team deployed informants and
scoured digital clues across

multiple angles. Their ground-

cRIME

work bore fruit on August 17
when officers staked out
Coals Road and successfully
cornered a prime suspect.

Subjected to intense ques-
tioning, the detainee cracked
and confessed to orchestrating
the daylight heist. Following
standard judicial protocol, he
was produced before a magis-
trate on August 18 and placed
in a three-day police custody
window. Further interrogation
revealed a quick-cash resale
loop: the accused admitted to
offloading a portion of the sto-
len tobacco merchandise to lo-
cal vendors at heavily discount-
ed distress rates, while stashing
the remaining inven-
tory and illicit pro-
ceeds at his Shivaji-
nagar residence. Act-
ing on his disclosure,
a police team raided
the hideout on August
20, recovering 55
cigarette packs along-
side Rs 75,000 in cash generat-
ed from prior illegal sales.

On August 21, the suspect
was hauled back before the
court and subsequently re-
manded to judicial custody.
The successful operation was
executed under the dynamic
leadership of Dr. Vikram Am-
athe, IPS, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (East Divi-
sion), with active guidance
from Assistant Commissioner
Shri Basavaraj K. The inves-
tigative breakthrough was
driven by Police Inspector
Anand Nayak and the dedicat-
ed operational squad at the
Pulakeshinagar station.

Lobbying mtenszﬁeé 12 MLAs rush to Delhi for posts

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political activity in Karnata-
ka’s ruling Congress camp
has shifted to the national
capital as a dozen frustrated
legislators pack their bags to
lobby the high command. Fol-
lowing recent high-profile
exits and lingering cabinet
vacancies, over 12 disgruntled
MLAs are heading to New
Delhi to demand plum minis-
terial berths and lucrative
state-run corporation board
appointments.

The renewed power lobby-
ing comes right on the heels
of Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s impromptu trip to

Delhi. Momentum has been
building rapidly following the
dramatic resignation of Minis-
ter B. Nagendra, alongside
growing pressure from wom-
en quota aspirants seeking
rightful representation in the
state cabinet. Among the leg-

""'

islators preparing to make the
trip are Ashok Pattan, D.G.
Shantana Gowda, and Basana-
gowda Daddal all of whom
feel left out of ministerial ex-
pansions. Speaking openly
about the upcoming pilgrim-
age, MLA Ashok Pattan ad-

mitted that while earlier ef-
forts yielded little success, the
mood among hopefuls has
shifted. He stated that the
group is flying to Delhi to di-
rectly petition party elders for
honorable positions. Pattan
also dismissed ongoing ru-
mors regarding further cabinet
resignations, maintaining that
any final call on the Nagendra
controversy rests solely with
high command leadership.
Meanwhile, All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC)
President Mallikarjuna
Kharge downplayed immedi-
ate awareness of the internal
political maneuvers. Speaking
from Kalaburagi, Kharge not-

ed that he currently had no
formal information regarding
state-level developments, em-
phasizing that any official
changes must route through
his office once local leaders
touch base in Delhi.

At the same time, former
minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar
weighed in on cabinet aspira-
tions from Belagavi. Ac-
knowledging that political
fortunes fluctuate unpredict-
ably, she reflected on her pri-
or three-year ministerial ten-
ure and expressed readiness to
serve again if tapped, while
affirming her unwavering
commitment to the party re-
gardless.




CITY®HILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

New RPLI rules
expand postal
insurance access

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The Postal Life Insurance
Directorate has expanded
eligibility for Rural Postal
Life Insurance, offering the
scheme to more people.
Under an order issued on

August 14, living perma-
nently inarural area is no
longer the only require-
ment. People with active
savings accounts at any
post office in India or sav-
ings accounts with sched-
uled banks can now access
RPLI insurance. The
change is expected to in-
crease insurance coverage
and support financial se-
curity for more families.
Koppal Postal Division Su-
perintendent Nagaraj Patil
urged eligible customers to
use the new facility and
secure better financial pro-
tection for their future.

Chitradurga seeks
mental health
resource person

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
Applications are invited for
the temporary appoint-
ment of one Mental Health
Educational Resource Per-
son in Chitradurga district.
The selected candidate
will guide high school and
pre-university students
facing mental and emo-
tional difficulties across six
block resource centres.
Applicants must hold an
M.A. or M.Sc. in Psycholo-
gy, Clinical Psychology or
Counselling Psychology
and have at least one year
of experience in school or
community mental health.
Knowledge of Kannada,
English and basic comput-
ers is also required. Inter-
ested candidates must
submit the completed ap-
plication with attested
documents in person by 5
pm on September 3, 2026,
at the designated depart-
ment office.

Gangavathi Court
sentences threein
cannabis case

CHNEWS, KOPPAL
The Gangavathi Principal
Civiland JM.F.C. Court has
sentenced three people to
jail and imposed finesin a
cannabis consumption
and supply case. Judge
Nagesh Patil delivered the
verdict after examining the
evidence presented before
the court. The case relates
to a raid conducted on De-
cember 28,2022, near a
waterfall on the banks of
the Tungabhadra river in
Sanapur village limits. Act-
ing on specific information,
police found the accused
consuming cannabis and
seized 49 grams of dried
cannabis valued at about
Rs.1,500. Srinivas, also
known as Katti Sheena,
and Satyanarayana, both
from Sanapur, were each
sentenced to six months of
rigorous imprisonment and
fined Rs. 10,000 for canna-
bis consumption under
Section 27(b) of the NDPS
Act. Riyaz of Ambedkar Na-
gar, Gangavathi, received
one year of rigorous impris-
onment and a Rs. 10,000
fine for supplying cannabis
under Section 20(b)(ii)(a).
Investigating officers Suja-
tha and Sharavva submit-
ted the chargesheet.

CH NEWS, BIDAR

The BJP has welcomed the
state government’s decision to
halt the auction process for
the Bidar Cooperative Sugar
Factory, near Hallikhed (B),
calling it a hopeful develop-
ment for sugarcane growers
and workers.

Party leaders urged the gov-
ernment to complete the pro-
posed lease process and re-
vive the factory soon.

BJP district president Som-
nath Patil, State Secretary and
Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale, and Hum-
nabad MLA Dr. Sidhu Patil
said they had raised the issue
with Sugar Minister Rudrappa
Lamani during the recent As-
sembly session. Following
their appeal, the government
directed the DCC Bank to

KARNATAKA

'BJP WELCOMES HALT TOBIDAR
- SUGAR FACTORY AUCTION

Leaders urged speedy LROT completion to restart the factory this sugarcane
season, noting its 1969 legacy and 25,000 shareholder members

stop the proposed open auc-
tion.

According to the leaders,
the government has said that
its proposal to hand over the
factory to a private operator
under the LROT model is at
an advanced stage. They

AT AGLANCE

- Government halts BSSK
cooperative sugar factory auction

+ BJP demands immediate lease
agreement for BSSK

- Factory has protected sugarcane
growers since 1969

+ Around 25,000 members
depend on the factory

- Thousands of workers' families
rely on BSSK

« BJP urges revival before this
crushing season begins

urged authorities to complete
the process quickly and restart
the factory from the current
sugarcane season. They said
the factory has served grow-
ers since 1969 and has around
25,000 shareholder members.

The leaders recalled that the

financially troubled factory
was auctioned by DCC Bank
in 2024 for recovery of dues.
Farmer and BJP protests led
to cancellation of that auction,
followed by a decision in De-
cember 2024 to revive the
unit through LROT. However,
they alleged that the process
remained pending, leading to
the latest auction attempt.

They said BSSK is import-
ant not only as an industrial
unit but also for thousands of
farming and worker families.
Its revival could provide sug-
arcane growers with a de-
pendable market and timely
crushing facilities. The BJP
thanked the government for
responding to its demand but
warned that farmers and
workers would launch another
joint protest if the revival pro-
cess was delayed again.

MCC Bank shifts Karkala

CH NEWS, KARKALA

MCC Bank has shifted its
Karkala branch to a new
building at Fortune Orchid on
Salmara Road, marking an-
other step in its growth.

The branch was inaugurat-
ed by Chairman Sahakari Rat-
na Anil Lobo. Muniyalu
Udaya Kumar Shetty inaugu-
rated the safe room, while V.
Fr. Robin Santhumair blessed
the premises.

Speaking at the programme,
Lobo thanked customers and

residents for their continued
trust. He recalled that the
branch, established 24 years
ago, had grown strongly in
recent years. Its business,
which stood at around Rs. 20
crore in 2018, has now in-
creased to Rs. 56 crore. He
said the achievement was the
result of efforts by directors,
employees, customers and the
local community.

Lobo said the bank would
continue offering custom-
er-friendly services based on
humanity and service. He

added that MCC Bank sup-
ports talented people and
needy families through chari-
table activities. Udaya Kumar
Shetty and guests John D'Sil-
va and Lance Lord Josey
Lobo congratulated the
branch and praised its contri-
bution to regional economic
development. They urged
people to make good use of
banking facilities and support
the institution's future growth.

The event also recognised
students who performed well
in SSLC, PUC and higher ed-

branch into new building

ucation examinations. Shiny
Ashma Saldanha, the first
woman commercial pilot, was
felicitated for her achieve-
ment. People involved in es-
tablishing the branch were
also honoured. Bank direc-
tors, staff, customers and
well-wishers attended the pro-
gramme, which included the
bank anthem, a prayer, and a
documentary highlighting its
journey and achievements.
The ceremony concluded with
a vote of thanks by Branch
Manager Rohan J. Pinto.

Naval Dockyard
Karwar signs MoU
with local ITIs

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Naval Dockyard Karwar
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with four
local Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITIs) on Thursday to
strengthen technical educa-
tion, skill development and
employment opportunities for
local youth.

The MoU was signed be-
tween Naval Dockyard Kar-
war (ND(Kar)) and Shri So-
manath ITI Binaga, Govern-
ment ITI Baad, Mallikarjun
ITI Siddar and Government
ITI Ankola. The ceremony
was held at the Naval Dock-
yard in the presence of Rear
Admiral Ravnish Seth, VSM,
Admiral Superintendent, and
Dr Dileesh Sasi, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Uttara Kanna-
da Zilla Panchayat.

The initiative is part of the
Karnataka Naval Area’s out-
reach programme aimed at
strengthening civil-military
cooperation. Under the agree-
ment, students from the par-

Kalaburagi leader seeks drought declaratlon for farmers

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Karave (Praveen Shetty fac-
tion) Kalaburagi taluk chief
Vijayakumar Ankalagi has
urged the state government to
immediately declare drought
and provide relief to farmers
facing severe crop losses.

In a press release, Ankalagi
said poor monsoon rains across
North Karnataka, including
Kalaburagi district, have dam-
aged crops sown across large
areas. Neem, tur, groundnut
and maize crops have reported-

ly suffered heavy losses, leav-
ing many farmers worried
about their livelihoods.

He said the district in-charge
minister had already visited
farmers’ fields and assessed
crop conditions following the
Chief Minister’s direction.
However, Ankalagi expressed
disappointment that the ongo-
ing legislative session was not
giving enough attention to the
drought situation and farmers’
problems.

He criticised the focus on
political issues, saying the con-

ticipating ITIs will receive
exposure to the high-tech
maintenance and support fa-
cilities at the Naval Dock-
yard.

They will also gain practi-
cal experience in advanced
technologies, modern indus-
trial practices and on-the-job
training.

Addressing the gathering,
Rear Admiral Seth stressed
the importance of developing
a skilled workforce and urged
the ITIs to make full use of
the training and learning op-
portunities offered under the
MoU. He said such collabora-
tions would help bridge the
gap between classroom edu-
cation and practical shop-
floor experience.

Officials expressed confi-
dence that the partnership
would boost skill develop-
ment, employment generation
and the technical workforce in
the region, in line with the ob-
jectives of the Skill India
campaign and civil-military
cooperation.

IV JEMANL

Basavaraju offers support for
Balakrishna’s development agenda

CH NEWS, MAGADI

that Kudur be declared a town

BJP State Backward Classes
Treasurer A.H. Basavaraju con-
gratulated H.C. Balakrishna on
becoming a minister and said he
was ready to support develop-
ment efforts in Magadi without

political bias.

Speaking to reporters, Basa-
varaju said Balakrishna’s appoint-
ment fulfilled a long-standing
dream of his family and was a
matter of pride for the district.

Basavaraju said political differ-
ences should not come in the way
of development. He urged the
minister to create employment
opportunities for women and
youth locally so they would not
have to migrate to Bengaluru or
Tumakuru for jobs. He also
sought an upgrade of Magadi
Town Municipality into a munic-
ipal corporation and requested

panchayat.

political disputes.

Magadi receive water.

He suggested naming the pro-
posed town panchayat after for-
mer legislators Singri Gowda or
Bettasami Gowda as a lasting
tribute. Basavaraju also urged
officials to speed up the Hema-
vati Express Canal, Keshif
Road, Kempegowda Fort and
other delayed infrastructure
projects. He said people expect-
ed visible progress rather than

Calling for an end to politics
based on hatred, Basavaraju
asked elected representatives to
work with courtesy and confi-
dence. He urged the minister to
hold discussions with Tumakuru
leaders and Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah to resolve the Hema-
vati irrigation issue and ensure
that lakes and reservoirs in
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Officials told to
protect eligible Griha
Jyoti beneficiaries

CH NEWS, KARWAR

District Guarantee Implemen-
tation Authority Chairman
Satish Naik directed HES-
COM officials to ensure that
eligible beneficiaries are not
excluded from the Griha Jyo-
ti scheme during ongoing ver-
ification. He asked officials to
coordinate with the public
while collecting documents
and conducting door-to-door
inspections.

Naik was speaking while
presiding over the monthly
progress review meeting of
the District Guarantee
Schemes Authority at the
Haliyal Taluk Panchayat Hall
on Tuesday. He said the gov-
ernment had spent 2641.45
crore on free electricity under
the scheme from August 2023
to July 2026.

During the review, Naik
checked whether eligible
households were receiving
free electricity benefits up to
200 units. He stressed that
verification should be carried
out carefully and genuine
beneficiaries should not lose
their benefits because of doc-
umentation or procedural is-
sues. Officials were asked to
work together and address
concerns promptly.

Regarding the Shakti
scheme, Naik instructed bus
operators and concerned offi-
cials to provide basic facilities
at bus stands and maintain
clean toilets. He also re-
viewed Anna Bhagya data and

HIGHLIGHTS

* HESCOM urged careful
verification of Griha Jyoti
beneficiaries

» Government spent
%641.45 crore on free
electricity

* Free electricity covers
consumption up to 200
units

« Officials directed to co-
ordinate during document
collection

* Shakti scheme demands
better facilities at bus-
stands

* Yuvanidhi beneficiaries
to receive necessary skill

training

beneficiary lists, directing of-
ficials to resolve server-relat-
ed problems quickly. He
sought accurate information
so that eligible people could
receive their food security
benefits without unnecessary
difficulties.

Naik reviewed Yuvanidhi
records and asked officials to
arrange skill training for eligi-
ble young people. He also di-
rected officials to correct er-
rors in Griha Lakshmi records
and identify eligible benefi-
ciaries who may have been
left out. Zilla Panchayat Dep-
uty Secretary Allabakash
urged officials to ensure that
all five guarantee schemes
reach eligible people properly.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY,

KALABURAGI
Beside Mini Vidhan Soudha, Station Main Road,
Kalaburagi-585102, Email: commissionergda@gmail.com

No.:KUDA/Technical/TP Scheme/2026-27 Dt.: 27.08.2026

E-PROCURMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION

Kalaburagi Urban Development Authority has invited
tenders in two-Cover System from qualified consultants/
firms with similar experience for the following works. Name
of the work: Providing of consultancy services for
preparation of detailed project report including Economic
Survey, Layout Plan, Design, Estimate, Cost, Structural
(Feasibility Report & DPR) Preparation of Report etc. for the
proposed project on Peripheral Ring Road (PRR) of
Kalaburagi City. Last date for receipt of tenders: 15.09.2026
up to 5:00 PM. Bidding documents can be obtained through
e-procurement portal at www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/- Commissioner
Urban Development Authority Kalaburagi.

DIPR/Kalaburagi/477/KSMC&A/2026-27

done through KPP Portal.

Eye donation can give two

people new sight: Dr. Nalinakshi

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

ed corneas can help two people

Eye donation can give the gift of
sight to others, said Dr. N. Nalinak-
shi, Administrative Medical Officer
at Belagatta Primary Health Cen-
tre. She was speaking at an aware-
ness programme organised at the
health centre in Chitradurga taluk
as part of National Eye Donation
Fortnight. The programme was
held jointly with the Taluk Health
Officer’s Office and the Women
and Child Welfare Department.
Dr. Nalinakshi urged families
not to burn or bury the eyes of
deceased loved ones without con-
sidering donation. She said donat-

four to six hours.

within 20 to 30 minutes.

He said National Eye Dona-
tion Fortnight, observed from
August 25 to September 8, aims
to remove misconceptions and

encourage donation.

 Sanitation Division, Bangalore Rural, Beerasandra, Devanahalli Taluk
Email -1d:- eerdwsd.bngri@gmail.com; Phone:080-29787463

Tender Notification No. 2/2026-27 Date: 27.08.2026

R RURAL DRINKING WATER & SANITATION DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, Rural Drinking Water &

Tenders are invited on behalf of Governor of Karnataka accord-

ing to KTTP Act 2000 through http://kppp portal for Supply
of Field Test kits (FTK) & H2s Vials to R.D.W.S&D Division,
Bangalore Rural District Application & EMD Payment to be

General conditions: 1) Contractor has to upload Document
in online only 2) All qualifying documents has to be attached

regain vision. People willing to
donate can register through the
Jeeva Sarthakate website. After
death, families should contact
the nearest eye bank or district
hospital eye department within

Taluk Health Education Offi-
cer B. Moogappa said eye dona-
tion does not disfigure the face
and corneas can be collected

in online
1|Tender Schedule can be After 4.30 PM
downloaded from website DATED-27.08.2026
2 | Last date for tender uploading Upto 4.30 PM

DATED-10.09.2026

At 4.35 PM DATED -
11.09.2026

More details can be taken from the office of the undersigned
and also through http://kppp portal by clicking List of Tenders
which will link to all Dept. works list.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
RDWA&S Division, Bangalore Rural.

3 | Date of opening of Tender

DIPR/CP/VCPL/2446/2026-27

Bengaluru South Zilla Panchayat

RURAL DRINKING WATER AND
SANITATION DIVISION RAMANAGARA

No: EE/RDWS&SD/RMG/TND-07&08/TS/JJM/107881079/2026-27 Date: 27.07.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION Division
Ramanagara is inviting on behalf of Governor of Karnataka

State under Double cover bid system as per the Karnataka

cerns of struggling farmers
should receive priority.

Ankalagi said crop insurance
companies and the government
both have responsibilities. He
urged the government to pro-
vide drought assistance while
insurance companies release
eligible compensation.

He warned that continued
failure to support affected
farmers could push them to-
ward extreme steps, including
poisoning themselves. He de-
manded immediate action to
prevent such a situation.

Transparency in Public Procurement ACT 1999 and Rules
2000 STANDARD BID DOCUMENT KW-2 & KG-2 for water supply
works under JJM through e-procurement from Registered

1
i

1 t, Farmers' demands

+ Drought should be declared
immediately in the session and
drought compensation should be
given to the farmers.

» Loans of farmers should be waived
up to Rs.2 lakh.

» Under Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bhima
Yojana, money should be deposited
immediately in the accounts of

farmers who have full crop insurance.

- Farmers who do not pay crop
insurance without money should be
given more compensation.

Contractors as perthe schedule given below.

1) Max. Amount Put To Tender: Rs.89.46 Lakhs EMD:
Rs.1,79,000/-. 2) Min. Amount Put To Tender: Rs.23.99 Lakhs
EMD: Rs. 47,980/-3) Period of Contract: 45 Days, 01 & 06
Months. 4) Last Date for submission of Tender: 11.09.2026 Upto
5.30 P.M. 5) Opening of Technical Bid of the Tender: 15.09.2026
at 11.00 A.M. onwards. 6) Opening of Financial Bid of the Tender:
17.09.2026 at 11.00 A.M. onwards.

For further particulars/details may avail from the office of the
undersigned during office hours on all working days and may visit
the website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in Sd/-

Executive Engineer
RDWA&S Divison, Ramanagara.

DIPR/BSD/270/SA/2026-27
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CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

Former MLA A. Manjunath
accused the state government
of ignoring alleged irregular-
ities in NICE Road toll col-
lection and said the continued
collection was unfair to the
public.

He claimed the project
framework agreement had
been violated and alleged that
the government was working
with NICE to suppress pro-
tests against toll collection.

Speaking to reporters after
inaugurating the new JD(S)
district office on B.M. Road,
Manjunath said the toll issue
had become a major public
concern. He said the JD(S)
and its leaders had called for
a protest after studying the
legal aspects of the matter. He
alleged that the government
was misleading people by
presenting incorrect informa-
tion and demanded transpar-
ency on the issue.

Manjunath said party work-

ers and leaders would contin-
ue opposing the toll collec-
tion. He added that even if
cases were registered to stop
the agitation, the party would
pursue the matter through le-
gal channels. Responding to
criticism from D.K. Suresh
that the JD(S) was creating
controversy, Manjunath said
the party was raising its voice
against what it considered in-
justice to the public.

He questioned why court
directions were being fol-
lowed on some Bengaluru

KARNATAKA

JD(S) demands immediate
actionon NICE toll collection

Manjunath said JD(S) workers would oppose toll collection, pursue legal
action despite cases, and continue protesting perceived public injustice

,‘,?“ - o

footpath issues but, according
to him, not on NICE Road.
He said the road comes under
the state government’s re-
sponsibility and urged author-
ities to take immediate steps
regarding toll collection.

The new JD(S) district of-
fice was opened following a
long-standing request from
party workers for a dedicated
headquarters. Manjunath said
the office would serve as a
centre for party meetings,
programmes and organisa-
tional activities. District

AT A GLANCE

* JDS Escalates Fight
Against NICE Toll
Collection

» Manjunath calls NICE toll
collection daylight robbery

* Alleges project framework
agreement was completely
violated

* Claims government is
misleading people over toll

» JDS vows continued
legal fight against toll

* Demands immediate
clearance of NICE Road
toll

» New JDS district office
inaugurated in Ramanagar

president Jayamuthu, taluk
president Sabbakere Shival-
ingappa, councillor Manju-
nath and several party leaders
and workers attended the
event.

Chitradurga plans devotional Krishna Jayanti celebrations

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Sri Krishna Jayanti will be
celebrated on September 4 at
the district headquarters in a
meaningful and devotional
manner, Sub-Divisional Of-
ficer Dr. K.J. Kantaraj said.
He directed officials and or-
ganisers to complete all
preparations for the celebra-
tion on time.

Dr. Kantaraj was speaking
while presiding over a pre-
liminary meeting at the Dep-

uty Commissioner’s office
on Thursday. The pro-
gramme will be organised
jointly by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Pancha-
yat, Kannada and Culture
Department and Chitradurga
Municipal Council. Invita-
tions will be printed and dis-
tributed according to official
protocol, he said.

To encourage large public
participation, the main
Jayanti stage programme
will again be held at Sri

Krishna Circle on Holalkere
Road, following the practice
of previous years. Officials
discussed arrangements to
ensure the event is conduct-
ed smoothly and devotees,
community leaders and
members of the public can
participate comfortably.

As part of the celebrations,
a wreath-laying ceremony will
be held at the portrait of Sri
Krishna in the District Collec-
tor’s Office hall at 10.30 a.m.
on September 4. Dr. G.K. Pre-

ma, Kannada professor at Shi-
vamogga Sahyadri Arts Col-
lege, will deliver a special
lecture on the teachings, prin-
ciples and messages of Sri
Krishna. A musical pro-
gramme will also be organised
during the celebrations.

Dr. Kantaraj appealed to
office-bearers of various or-
ganisations, institutions,
community leaders and the
public to participate in large
numbers and make the
Jayanti successful.
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Hanagal MLA seeks action
to protect voter rights

CH NEWS, HANAGAL

MLA Srinivas Mane has di-
rected officials to ensure that
no eligible voter loses voting
rights during the special revi-
sion of electoral rolls.

He said names of more than
8,000 eligible voters who had
already been digitized were
reportedly left out and asked
Tahsildar Vitthal Chaugala to
take immediate action.

During a meeting with the
Tahsildar, Mane instructed
BLO supervisors and nodal
officers to work carefully and
issue necessary directions.
He also asked officials to dis-
tribute pending documents
related to revenue village ti-
tles to eligible beneficiaries
without delay. Survey work
for newly identified revenue
villages should be completed
quickly, with pending pro-
posals sent to the government
for approval.

Mane said complaints had
been received that some sur-
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vey numbers belonging to
previously announced reve-
nue villages were missing.
He directed officials to verify
the complaints and take suit-
able action. He also called
for applications received by
the Illegal and Regularisation
Committee to be investigated
and settled promptly, so eli-
gible beneficiaries can re-
ceive pattas.

The MLA further directed
officials to act on complaints
about encroachment on

' Mane directed officials

to verify missing
survey numbers,
investigate
regularisation
applications promptly,
and issue pattas to

eligible beneficiaries
after proper scrutiny

school land and clear illegal
occupation.

He noted that some survey
numbers are recorded as des-
ignated forest areas and re-
quire survey work. Mane
suggested holding a joint
meeting involving the Reve-
nue, Land Survey and Forest
departments to examine such
cases, make clear decisions
and take necessary action. He
stressed that timely coordina-
tion would help protect pub-
lic land and ensure benefits
reach eligible residents with-
out unnecessary delays or
confusion.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS SHAPE
FUTURE CITIZENS, SAYS BASAVARAJU

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Former BBMP Opposition
Leader A.H. Basavaraju said
students educated in govern-
ment schools are becoming
responsible citizens and
achieving success in different
fields. He was speaking after
distributing notebooks and
school bags to students at the
Government Senior Primary
School in Hombalamma Peta,
Magadi.

Basavaraju said a former
student of the school is now
serving as a Hassan District
Judge. He added that the

school has also produced
writers, soldiers serving the
country and athletes who have
competed at state and national
levels. He urged students to
set clear goals, work consis-
tently and dream of becoming
responsible officers who con-
tribute to society.
Expressing concern over
falling enrolment in govern-
ment schools, Basavaraju
blamed government and elect-
ed representatives for not giv-
ing enough attention to the
institutions. He recalled that a
government school in Veera-
pur, the birthplace of Trividha

Dasohi Dr. Shivakumar Swa-
miji, was once facing closure.
After he wrote to the govern-
ment and highlighted the is-
sue, the closure was stopped.

He welcomed the establish-
ment of KPS schools in every
gram panchayat but stressed
that existing government
schools must also be protect-
ed. He called for greater at-
tention to schools in border
areas and said students should
use every available opportu-
nity. Discipline, concentration
and regular practice, he said,
can help children succeed de-
spite limited facilities.

Hindalco opens India’s

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
DAVANAGERE DIVISION, DAVANAGERE.
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SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI D33

first Superﬁne ATH Plant

RFFOT TRT BRZR/TEOET FRWFY SZaoIT S1g

Hindalco Industries Limited has com-
missioned India’s first greenfield Super
Fine Precipitated Aluminium Trihydrate
(PPT ATH) manufacturing unit in Be-
lagavi, Karnataka. The Aditya Birla
Group company said the new facility
will initially produce 30,000 tonnes a
year, with plans to raise capacity to
60,000 tonnes soon.

The plant runs fully on renewable en-
ergy from biomass, solar and wind
sources. It is designed to support local
production of fire-safety cables and
specialty alumina products, helping In-
dia reduce dependence on imports.

Hindalco’s proprietary InnoSafe Su-
perfine PPT ATH is a halogen-free
flame retardant. It helps suppress
flames and smoke in Halogen-Free
Flame Retardant cables, electric vehi-
cles, polymer insulators and thermal
insulation materials. Satish Pai, Manag-
ing Director, and Saurabh Khedekar,
CEO of the Alumina Business, said the
technology came from in-house re-
search and development, showing Indi-
an innovation for global markets.

Alongside industrial growth, Hin-
dalco continues its community work
through CSR programmes. Its Project
Saksham currently reaches more than
82,000 people across seven villages
near Belagavi, focusing on healthcare,
education and women’s empower-
ment. The company said the initiative
aims to improve everyday opportuni-
ties for families while supporting in-
clusive growth in communities around
its operations. The new facility, mean-
while, is expected to strengthen Be-
lagavi’s role in advanced manufactur-
ing and support demand for safer ma-
terials in India’s growing industrial
and electric mobility sectors, and cre-
ate new opportunities for skilled work-
ers in the region over time.

Society must change first to
defeat corruption: Veerappa

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Deputy Lokayukta Justice B. Veerappa
said corruption cannot be removed
from society unless citizens, public rep-
resentatives and government officials
honestly accept their responsibilities.

He was speaking after inaugurating a
programme to clear pending inquiries
at Venkateshwara Kalyana Mantapa in
Maddur.

Veerappa said corruption
was not the responsibility | ..
of officials alone. People g
who accept money for
votes, those who buy votes
and those who misuse
power all contribute to cor-
ruption. He urged officials |
to remember that public
service is the main purpose of their po-
sitions and warned against favouring
relatives, friends or influential people.

He said demanding money, deliber-
ately delaying government work, ignor-
ing complaints and illegally benefiting
from public resources weaken people’s
trust. The Lokayukta is an independent
institution and will act according to law
against corruption, negligence and ir-
regularities. At the same time, honest

officials will receive legal support and
should not fear pressure while per-
forming their duties.

Veerappa also warned against en-
croachment of lakes and government
land. He said protecting water bodies
is everyone’s responsibility and that
destroying lakes in the name of devel-
opment could create serious water
problems for future generations. He
- urged officials to solve
people’s problems at the
taluk level so citizens do
not have to visit offices
repeatedly for simple ser-
vices.

He also recalled the sac-
rifices of soldiers guard-
ing the nation and said
corruption within society
can weaken the country like an inter-
nal threat. Veerappa stressed that
wealth earned honestly brings peace,
while money gained through injustice
cannot provide lasting happiness. He
urged every citizen to reject corruption
and work responsibly to build a fairer
society. District officials, police offi-
cers, judicial representatives, advo-
cates and other senior officials attend-
ed the programme.

Ref : This office tender notification No. IFT-18/2026-27
dated : 25.08.2026.

The works under Head of Account 5054-80-190-0-01-132
KRDCL 3 Works minimum Rs.50.00 lakhs to maximum Rs.
1000.00 lakhs pertaining to Davanagere and Honnali sub
divisions under the Jurisdiction of PWD, Davanagere divi-
sion, has been called for the tenders from registered Con-
tractors in KPWD for the above works through KPP Portal
as per standard tender documents rules.

Tender dates are as mentioned below:

Details of dates W.I. 40908 W.I. 41207, 41538

Date 27.08.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.

Date 28.08.2026
Timing 4.00 P.M.

1. Last Date & time
for tender queries

FRATY HTOINT TOTOD DT LHTFBY 0BT STHRRLONT. TJT 33 FFTOBOITTT.

L Tender No of Amount | B-JecurotQ womo® | oot Hgzw
o Works In Lakhs WOR WHT BFeos 3o D08
1| service Tender 2 70.18 27.08.2026 10.09.2026
2 EOI 14 27.08.2026 02.09.2026

omF ™R  (https://kppp.kamataka.gov.in) @[025008T  H0BTRY  LRNBLIWTOR®. BT
D[TBI, 3280 ATONTY FBAT TOINT TIFOH F9.@ (VOXKT) TST 5e8e00NY BOTEF R
TS B[S TEODWI. DFeR A [H0T oIPFTe BB / WEHNH [/ SHIRNCT Y
(https:/ikppp.karnataka.gov.in) Bpeer 3 [ BJFLTCOMRT [T 0IITe BT

BATRATMROY.

2. Prebid meeting
held : office of
Executive enginner,
PWD division, Dvg

Date : 31.08.2026
Timing 11.00 A.M.| -

DTOTO q/a’%m&/ﬁn/éd@ T0%/2026-27

T /-TVORFTROT WPOL0STT (TOIT)
daamd; TSNS O, fné:irads.

Zgus

3. Last Date & time |Date : 10.09.2026| pate : 04.09.2026
for receipt of tenders| Timing 4.00 P.M. | Timing 4.00 P.M.
4. Date & time for Date : 11.09.2026| pate : 05.09.2026

opening of Technical Bid:| Timing 4.30 P.M.

Timing 4.30 P.M.

Further details can be obtained from this office in office hours.

DIPR/DVG/KSMCA/
302/2026-27

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Davanagere.
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China launches
year-long auto
quality drive

CHNEWS, BEIJING
Chinese regulators on
Thursday ordered auto-
makers to file proactive re-
call plans for any defects
uncovered in self-audits, as
part of a year-long cam-
paign to improve vehicle
quality and safety in the
world’s largest auto mar-
ket. Tesla and eight Chinese
electric vehicle makers on
August 21 announced fixes
affecting a combined 4.3
million vehicles in China’s
largest-ever automotive re-
call, prompted by safety
concerns involving emer-
gency door-release mecha-
nisms. Under the cam-
paign, automakers are re-
quired to conduct compre-
hensive inspections of
product quality, reliability,
durability and the testing
and validation of new tech-
nologies across their opera-
tions and key suppliers.

Wall St banks turnon
each other as capital
fight nears endgame

CHNEWS, WASHINGTON
Wall Street’s most powerful
banks fought side by side
for years to relax capital
rules, but with victory in
sight, that alliance has frac-
tured. As the Federal Re-
serve wraps Up a sweeping
overhaul of capital rules, JP-
Morgan, Bank of America,
Goldman Sachs and Mor-
gan Stanley are feuding
over a tweak with billions of
dollars at stake, according
to public documents and
four people familiar with the
matter. Atissue is a capital
surcharge the Fed imposes
on global systemically im-
portant U.S. banks, or GSIB
s.InMarch, the central bank
proposed changes it said
would make the surcharge
more risk-sensitive by,
among other changes, re-
vising how it treats short-te
rm wholesale funding, such
as repo and commercial pa-
per, which regulators say is
prone to drying up during
market stress. That came as
a surprise to executives at
JPMorgan and BofA, the two
largest U.S. lenders with
ample deposit funding, be-
cause it would benefit com-
mercial rivals Morgan Stan-
ley and Goldman Sa chs,
which are more reliant on
short-term wholesale fund-
ing, the people said.

Two-wheeler sales up
09%o on festive demand

EV, CNG and premium vehicle demand stayed strong ahead of the festive
season, with dealers reporting lean inventories and healthy inquiries overall.

NEW DELHI

Two-wheeler retail sales stayed
on a strong growth path in Au-
gust, rising 18-20 per cent year-
on-year, helped by the Onam
festival and a favourable low
base, according to a Yes Securi-
ties report released Thursday.

Organic inquiries increased
10-12 per cent, with demand
remaining healthy across both
urban and rural markets. Pre-
mium internal-combustion-en-
gine models and electric vehi-
cles continued to drive growth
as manufacturers increased
supplies ahead of the festive
season.

Passenger vehicle retail sales
also remained healthy, growing
11-13 per cent year-on-year.
Onam provided an additional
20 per cent boost, while urban
markets performed better than
rural areas. Despite healthy
dispatches, dealer inventories

stayed lean at around four
weeks. Waiting periods, how-
ever, remained high for popu-
lar alternate-fuel models.
Demand for CNG and EVs
showed a sharp acceleration,
with inquiries and bookings
rising more than 30 per cent.
New product launches and
concerns surrounding E20 fuel
were cited among the factors
supporting interest in these ve-
hicles. The report said EV de-
mand remained particularly

strong in urban, tier-1 and tier-
2 markets. EV waiting periods
stood at three to four months,
compared with one to 1.5
months for ICE models.

Commercial vehicle demand
also remained firm, with an
expected replacement cycle
ahead of the November 2026
ban on BS4 vehicles entering
Delhi-NCR.

Tractor sales continued to
record healthy double-digit
growth. Automakers have

EV, CNG demand
outpaces supply

m Two-wheeler retail growth:
18-20% YoY

= Organic inquiries increased
10-12%

m EV and CNG inquiries, book-
ings rose over 30%

m EV waiting period: 34 months

m |CE waiting period: 1-1.5
months

m Dealer inventories remained
lean and optimal

raised prices to offset in-
put-cost inflation, with another
0.5—1.5 per cent hike expected.
Discounts remained broadly
flat and selective, suggesting
demand, rather than incentives,
is supporting the broader mar-
ket across categories overall.

Fair trade watchdog’s
probe into Coupang stalls
after inspection refusal

SEOUL

The fair trade watchdog’s probe
into the South Korean arm of
US-listed Coupang appears to
have hit a setback after the
e-commerce giant refused in-
vestigators’ recent attempts to
conduct on-site inspections, cit-
ing procedural issues, industry
sources said on Thursday.

According to sources, the Fair
Trade Commission (FTC) had
planned to conduct on-site in-
spections of Coupang’s South
Korean unit from last week
through this week over allega-
tions that the company violated
the Act on Fair Transactions in
Large Retail Business.

The allegations center on sus-
picions that Coupang shifted the
costs of discounts onto its sup-
pliers. Sources said Coupang
declined to cooperate with the
investigation, claiming that the
company had not been notified
of the inspections as stipulated
under the Framework Act on
Administrative Investigations.

“The requirement to provide
seven days’ advance notice of
an on-site inspection is a legal

procedure designed to protect
the rights and interests of those
subject to an investigation,”
Coupang said in a statement
earlier this week.

“Coupang plans to seek a
court ruling over the FTC’s fail-
ure to comply with such proce-
dures,” it added.

Sources said the FTC at-
tempted to conduct the inspec-
tions four times, while Coupang
filed a lawsuit seeking to over-
turn the watchdog’s decision to
conduct the on-site inspections.
The FTC withdrew from the site
on Monday after learning of the
lawsuit. While the framework
act stipulates that the seven-day
advance notice requirement
does not apply to investigations
into violations of eight laws un-
der the FTC’s jurisdiction,
Coupang argued that the Act on
Fair Transactions in Large Re-
tail Business does not fall under
the exemption.

The dispute stems partly from
the timing of the legislation, as
the framework act was enacted
in 2007, while the Act on Fair
Transactions in Large Retail
Business was enacted in 2011.

Goyal’s visit boosts India-
Japan economic ties

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal’s visit to Japan
has given momentum to In-
dia-Japan economic coopera-
tion, with discussions focused
on investment, technology,
manufacturing and resilient sup-
ply chains, the government said
on Thursday.

Goyal concluded his visit af-
ter engagements in Tokyo, Na-
goya and Osaka aimed at accel-
erating Japanese investment in
India and expanding industrial
partnerships across emerging
and strategic sectors.

During the visit, Goyal met
senior Japanese government
leaders, financial institutions
and business executives, includ-
ing representatives of more than
30 Japanese companies and fi-
nancial institutions with inter-
ests in India.

A key priority was mobilising
long-term Japanese institutional
capital for India. Goyal held dis-
cussions with major financial
institutions including MUFG,
Mizuho, Nomura, Nippon Life,
Development Bank of Japan
and Morgan Stanley MUFG Se-
curities.

The talks explored opportuni-
ties to increase capital flows
into India’s infrastructure, man-
ufacturing, technology and fi-
nancial sectors, while strength-
ening the country’s position as a
competitive investment and
production hub. Goyal also
chaired sector-specific roundta-
bles involving Japanese and In-
dian businesses. These meetings
sought to identify investment,
technology and commercial
partnerships, particularly across
India’s Tier-II and Tier-III sup-
plier networks and the MSME
sector. The government said the
visit reinforced momentum in
the Special Strategic and Global
Partnership between India and
Japan and opened opportunities
for business-to-business cooper-
ation and innovation.

The engagements come as
India seeks to strengthen manu-
facturing capacity, diversify
supply chains and attract foreign
investment. Greater Japanese
participation could support
these priorities through capital,
technology and industrial part-
nerships, while creating oppor-
tunities for smaller Indian sup-
pliers to integrate with global
networks.

‘Indian firms can explore Panama
as regional biz platform’

NEW DELHI

Indian companies can explore
Panama not only as an export
destination but also as a region-
al business platform from which
they can serve multiple Latin
American markets, Alonso Cor-
rea Miguel, Ambassador of the
Republic of Panama to India,
has said.

Panama can serve as a strate-
gic gateway for Indian compa-
nies seeking to expand their
presence across Latin America,
the Caribbean and the wider
Americas, said Miguel during a
high-level interaction at
MVIRDC World Trade Center
Mumbai.

“Its strategic geographical lo-
cation, the Panama Canal,
strong maritime and logistics
ecosystem, special economic
zones and the Colon Free Trade
Zone provide significant oppor-
tunities for Indian companies to
establish regional distribution,
warehousing, manufacturing
and commercial operations,”
said Miguel.

Opportunities exist for estab-
lishing regional headquarters
and distribution centres, partic-
ularly for companies in pharma-
ceuticals, chemicals, automo-
biles, motorcycles, engineering,
consumer products and technol-
ogy. “Panama can help busi-
nesses address some of the chal-
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lenges associated with entering
individual Latin American mar-
kets, including logistics, local
regulations, distribution networ
ks and market-specific business
practices,” said the Ambassador.

According to Dr Vijay Ka-
lantri, Chairman, MVIRDC
World Trade Center Mumbai
and President, All India Associ-
ation of Industries, with bilater-
al merchandise trade currently
at around $600 million, there is
significant potential to double
this to over $1.2 billion in the
next two years through stronger
B2B engagement, greater mar-
ket awareness and focused co-
operation in high-potential sec-
tors.

HDFC Bank faces US securities lawsuit

A

MUMBAI

HDFC Bank is facing a feder-
al securities class-action law-
suit in New York over allega-
tions that senior management
orchestrated a scheme to dis-
guise excess interest pay-
ments to a Maharashtra state
agency as marketing expens-
es.

The complaint, filed in the
US District Court for the
Southern District of New
York by investor Jwalant Nat-
varlal Soneji, names HDFC
Bank, Chief Executive Offi-
cer Sashidhar Jagdishan and
Chief Financial Officer Srini-
vasan Vaidyanathan as defen-
dants.

The lawsuit seeks to repre-

Lawsuit allegation

The complaint alleges
HDFC routed about Rs
45 crore in differential
interest to MSRDC
through third-party
vendors, recording the
payments as road-safe-
ty marketing expenses.
Plaintiffs argue the
arrangement breached
RBI rules and the bank’s
anti-bribery policies.

sent investors who purchased
HDFC’s American Depositary
Shares between July 17, 2023,
and May 26, 2026.

According to the complaint,
HDFC promised the Maha-
rashtra State Road Develop-
ment Corporation an interest
rate of 6.01 per cent on depos-
its, significantly above the
standard 3.5 per cent savings
rate available to regular cus-
tomers. The complaint alleges
this arrangement violated
banking rules prohibiting ne-
gotiated returns for individual
depositors.

It further alleges that be-
tween 2023 and 2025, around
Rs 45 crore in differential in-
terest was routed to MSRDC
through third-party vendors

and recorded as spending for
a road-safety awareness cam-
paign rather than as interest.

The complaint says an in-
ternal vigilance investigation
concluded that the arrange-
ment breached RBI directions
and HDFC’s anti-bribery pol-
icies. Plaintiffs allege the
bank’s US regulatory filings
consequently contained mate-
rially misleading statements
about its internal financial
controls and expenses. They
also argue that generic disclo-
sures about fraud risks did not
reveal the alleged misconduct.

The allegations have not
been established in court, and
the lawsuit represents claims
by investors against the bank
and its executives.

Meta’s SM settlement leaves its
money machine unscathed

LOS ANGELES

Meta Platforms emerged from
its biggest legal challenge in
the U.S. with its core business
intact. The social media giant
agreed to pay as much as $18
billion over a decade and limit
how teenagers use Facebook
and Instagram under a sweep-
ing agreement with nearly all
U.S. states to resolve claims
that it designed those plat-
forms to addict children. Meta
denied wrongdoing in agree-
ing to settle.

While the headline figure is
among the largest ever settle-
ments paid by a technology
company, it is unlikely to str
ain a business that earned more
than $60 billion last year. The
settlement left untouched
the personalized feeds and ad
targeting that underpin its prof-
its.

Instead, the settlement re-
moves a significant regulatory
hurdle that has weighed on
Meta’s stock and allows the
company to avoid a potentially
lengthy trial that could have
exposed more internal docu-
ments about its treatment of
young users, according to over
a dozen analysts and legal ex-

perts.

It also sent Meta’s shares
about 1% higher, suggesting
investors welcomed an out-
come that will cost the compa-
ny far less than the $1.4 trillion
in penalties it said the states
were seeking before trial.

Roughly a month ago, Insta-
gram head Adam Mosseri had
a meeting with representatives
of the attorneys generals in
which he said Meta would ap-
peal any adverse verdict, as it
is already doing following a
billion-dollar child safety rul-
ing won by New Mexico, ac-
cording to people familiar with
the matter. But Mosseri said
Meta was ready to make con-
structive changes to its plat-
form, assuming it could work
out a deal, the sources added,
requesting anonymity as the
meeting was private.

Hanging over the conversa-
tion was uncertainty about
Section 230, a longstanding
U.S. law that shields web plat-
forms from liability for us-
er-generated content.

While the states had sur-
vived Meta’s bid to dismiss the
case on those grounds, they
would likely pose a formidable
challenge on appeal.

CNOOC sees potential for
US-China energy co-op

BEIJING

China’s state-owned oil and gas
major CNOOC sees scope for
greater energy cooperation be-
tween China and the United
States, including potential in-
vestment alongside US partners,
as the two countries seek to sta-
bilise economic ties after last
year’s trade tensions.

CNOOC Chief Executive
Huang Yongzhang said on
Thursday that the company
would consider working with
partners, including those in the
United States, on investments
where it sees opportunities to
create value for shareholders.
He did not provide details of
specific projects or potential
deals. The comments came after
CNOOC reported its half-year
results and as energy trade be-
tween the world’s two largest
economies remains constrained.
China was previously a signifi-
cant buyer of US oil and gas,
but Beijing imposed tariffs on
American energy products
during last year’s trade war, ef-
fectively freezing much of the
trade.

Although relations between
Washington and Beijing have

improved since then, the tariffs
remain in place. During US
President Donald Trump’s visit
to Beijing in May, American
officials raised the possibility of
new energy agreements, includ-
ing increased Chinese purchases
of liquefied natural gas. No ma-
jor deal has emerged so far.

Huang pointed to the con-
trasting positions of the two
countries in the global LNG
market as a potential basis for
future cooperation. The United
States is currently the world’s
largest LNG producer and ex-
porter, while China is the largest
LNG importer.

CNOOC already has long-
term supply agreements with
several US LNG producers.
Since tariffs were imposed,
however, Chinese energy com-
panies have largely avoided im-
porting those cargoes directly. In
stead, some buyers have resold
contracted US LNG shipments
to other markets rather than pay-
ing the additional tariffs. Hu
ang’s comments suggest that CN
OOC remains open to re build-
ing commercial links with US
energy companies, particula rly
where cooperation can generate
long-term shareholder value.

Bengal targets investment to drive transformation

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Thurs-
day said the new “double-en-
gine government” was focused
on transforming the state’s
economy to improve public
welfare, while promising
greater support to investors
seeking to establish large proj-
ects in the state.

Speaking at the inauguration
of an Information Technology
facility of a national business
group at New Town near Kol-
kata, Adhikari said his govern-
ment was prepared to cooper-
ate with investors and industri-
alists to facilitate big-ticket
investments and improve the

The new double-engine

“ government is operating

with a goal to ensure public
welfare through transformation.

- Suvendu Adhikari, CM

ease of doing business.

The newly inaugurated IT
facility is expected to provide
employment to around 5,800
people, according to the chief

minister. He said such invest-
ments were important not only
for creating jobs but also for
addressing the state’s
long-standing brain drain.

Adhikari said West Bengal
had a large pool of skilled and
technically qualified young
people who had moved to cit-
ies such as Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad, as well as overseas,
in search of employment op-
portunities.

He expressed hope that im-
proved investment and em-
ployment opportunities would
encourage skilled profession-
als to return to the state.

The chief minister also said
the government would support
small industrial enterprises

while facilitating larger invest-
ments. He described the IT
facility as a signal that West
Bengal could regain its posi-
tion as an industry-friendly
and industrially developed
state.

Adhikari attributed the ear-
lier migration of skilled youth
to a lack of adequate opportu-
nities under the previous gov-
ernment and said his adminis-
tration was committed to
changing that situation.

He said more investment
was expected in the coming
days, with economic recon-
struction, employment gener-
ation and industrial develop-
ment forming key priorities
for the state government.

Guj CM returns from US-Canada tour

AHMEDABAD

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel returned to Ahmed-
abad on Thursday after com-
pleting a nine-day visit to the
United States and Canada aimed
at attracting global investment
and promoting the 2027 Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit, saying
companies across key sectors
had shown interest in investing
in the state.

Patel was welcomed at
Ahmedabad airport by Deputy
Chief Minister Harsh Sanghavi
and senior state government of-
ficials following his visit from
August 17 to 26.

The overseas outreach fo-
cussed on investors, technology
leaders, entrepreneurs and the

Gujarati diaspora in San Fran-
cisco, Washington, DC, New
York and Toronto.

Speaking to reporters after his
return, Patel said the state gov-
ernment’s objective was to en-
sure that a larger share of invest-
ment coming into India was di-
rected towards Gujarat.

“We have witnessed the im-
pact of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s global relationships and
the trust he enjoys during this
visit. Because of the complete
trust people have in the Prime
Minister, investors are keen to
make greater investments across
various sectors,” he said.

Patel said the delegation had
held meetings with major com-
panies and investors in semi-
conductors, artificial intelli-

gence, data centres and manu-
facturing, as well as financial
companies in connection with
GIFT City.

He said the response to the
meetings had been encouraging.
“Many companies are enthusi-
astic about investing in Gujarat.
Very good investment will come
to Gujarat,” he said. The visit
was undertaken as part of Guja-
rat’s preparations for the 11th
Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit,
which is scheduled to be held
from January 10 to 12, 2027.

During the overseas pro-
gramme, global investors, tech-
nology leaders and innovators
were invited to participate in
investment, collaboration and
partnership opportunities at the
summit.
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EXPENSIVE
TREATMENT, A HEAVY
BURDEN ON LIFE

ealthcare is one of the most basic needs of human life.
When a person falls seriously ill, the first concern
should be getting timely and appropriate treatment.
Yet for millions of families, the cost of medical care has become
a source of deep anxiety. Expensive medicines, diagnostic tests,
hospital charges, surgeries and long-term treatments can place
enormous financial pressure on families. For many, the struggle
is not only against disease but also against the economic burden
that comes with treatment. Medical science has made remark-
able progress. Diseases that were once considered untreatable
can now often be managed or cured. Advanced surgery, modern
diagnostic technologies, specialised medicines and critical-care
facilities have saved countless lives. However, these advances
can come with high costs. The availability of sophisticated treat-
ment does not always mean that every family can afford it.
The problem becomes particularly serious when a major ill-
ness affects a middle-class or low-income household. A family
may spend years building savings for education, housing, mar-
riage or retirement. One serious medical emergency can sud-
denly consume much of those savings. Some families are forced
to borrow money, sell property or depend on relatives to pay
hospital bills. In extreme situations, illness can push an other-
wise financially stable family into long-term debt. The burden
is not limited to hospitalisation. Chronic diseases often require
continuous medication, regular investigations and repeated con-
sultations. Patients with conditions requiring long-term care
may have to spend money month after month. Even when indi-
vidual expenses appear manageable, their cumulative effect can
become overwhelming.
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The situation is especially difficult for families living in rural
and economically weaker areas. A shortage of specialised
healthcare facilities may force patients to travel to distant cit-
ies. Travel, accommodation, food and loss of income add to
the medical expenditure. A patient may therefore face two
problems simultaneously: the cost of treatment and the cost
of reaching treatment. Another important issue is the relation-
ship between health and employment. When a person becomes
seriously ill, the family may lose not only money through
medical expenses but also income because the patient cannot
work. In some cases, another family member has to stop work-
ing temporarily to provide care. Thus, a medical crisis can
create a double financial burden—rising expenses and falling
income. Health insurance can provide an important safety net,
but awareness and effective coverage remain crucial. People
need to understand what their policies cover, what limitations
may apply and how claims work. At the same time, insurance
systems should become simpler, more transparent and acces-
sible to ordinary families. Coverage should be designed not
merely to exist on paper but to provide meaningful protection
when people actually need it.

Government healthcare programmes also have an important
role. Public hospitals and health centres can reduce the financial
pressure on families by providing affordable or free treatment,
medicines and diagnostic services. Strong primary healthcare
can also help detect diseases earlier, when treatment may be less
complicated and less expensive. Preventive healthcare should
therefore receive as much attention as advanced treatment. Pre-
vention is often less costly than cure. Regular health check-ups,
vaccination, balanced nutrition, physical activity, clean sur-
roundings and awareness about common diseases can reduce
the risk of many health problems. This does not mean that every
illness can be prevented; rather, it highlights the importance of
building a healthcare system that focuses on prevention as well
as treatment. The pharmaceutical sector also has a significant
responsibility. Medicines are essential products, not ordinary
consumer goods. Research and innovation require investment,
but affordability must remain an important part of the healthcare
conversation. Greater availability of quality generic medicines
and transparent pricing can help reduce the financial burden on
patients. Hospitals, too, can contribute by improving transpar-
ency in billing. Patients and families should be able to under-
stand the expected cost of a procedure, the charges for different
services and the alternatives available. Clear communication
can help families make informed decisions during stressful cir-
cumstances. Technology may offer additional solutions. Tele-
medicine can connect patients with doctors without requiring
frequent travel. Digital health records can improve continuity
of care. Artificial intelligence and data-driven systems may help
doctors detect certain diseases earlier and support clinical de-
cision-making. If these technologies are developed responsibly
and made affordable, they can improve both access and effi-
ciency. However, healthcare is not simply an economic issue.
It is also a question of dignity and social justice. A person’s
ability to receive necessary treatment should not depend entire-
ly on the size of their bank account. No family should have to
make an unbearable choice between paying a hospital bill and
meeting basic household needs. At the same time, affordability
should not mean compromising on quality.

FROM INDIA TO NEW YORK’S TIMES SQUARE:
VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM, THE MESSAGE OF

emocracy is stron-

gest when people

are free to speak, to

assemble and to
share ideas peacefully and
within the law. But it is also
strengthened when we take the
time to listen to ideas that seek
to bring people together rather
than simply reinforce the divi-
sions of the moment. That is
what makes the Universal
Oneness Celebration in New
York worth looking at beyond
the political controversy sur-
rounding it. On August 29,
RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat is
scheduled to address a gather-
ing organised around the an-
cient Indian principle of Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam “the
world is one family.” Organ-
isers say more than 200 Hin-
du-American organisations are
participating, bringing togeth-
er people connected by heri-
tage, culture, service and a
desire to promote greater un-
derstanding. At its heart, this is
a message of unity without
demanding uniformity. The
idea is deeply rooted in India’s
philosophical tradition. Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam does not
suggest that everyone must
follow the same faith, share
the same culture or hold the
same political views. Its larger
proposition is that differences
need not prevent us from rec-
ognising a common humanity.
That is a particularly relevant
message in today’s world. So-
cieties everywhere are strug-
gling with polarisation. Politi-
cal identities increasingly de-
termine how people see one
another. Religious and cultural
differences are too often treat-
ed as reasons for suspicion
rather than opportunities for
understanding. Against that
background, an event centred
on the idea that the world is
one family deserves to be con-

ONENESS COMES TO NEW YORK

- PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

That is a message New York
can hear. It is a message the
Indian diaspora can carry
forward. And it is a message
worth discussing far beyond
one evening, one organisation
or one political controversy. If
the world is truly one family,
the first step is learning to
listen to one another. That
conversation deserves a place
in New York.

sidered for what it is trying to
say. The concept also has a
practical dimension. Oneness
is not merely about words. It
can be expressed through ser-
vice: helping people during
disasters, supporting educa-
tion, strengthening communi-
ties, caring for the vulnerable
and contributing to society
without expecting personal re-
ward. The RSS has built much
of its public identity around
volunteerism and social ser-
vice. Its supporters point to
decades of work in education,
rural development, disaster re-
lief, healthcare and communi-
ty initiatives. Whatever one’s
political views may be, service
to society is a positive value,
and the contribution of volun-
teers deserves recognition.
That is one reason the New
York gathering has signifi-
cance beyond the RSS itself.
For the Indian diaspora, cul-
ture is not simply something
preserved in museums or re-
membered at home. It is car-
ried through language, philos-
ophy, family traditions, com-
munity institutions and service
to the society in which people
now live. An event that brings
hundreds of organisations to-
gether around a shared cultur-
al and philosophical idea
demonstrates that heritage can
be a source of connection rath-
er than isolation. And the mes-
sage does not need to stop
with the Indian-American
community. The phrase Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam speaks to
a universal aspiration: that
people can retain their individ-
ual identities while recognis-
ing obligations to a larger hu-
man family. In a city as di-
verse as New York, that idea
has particular relevance. New
York is home to people from
virtually every part of the
world. Its strength comes from

the interaction of those com-
munities. The challenge is not
to eliminate differences but to
create enough mutual respect
for those differences to coex-
ist. That is where the idea of
oneness becomes meaningful.
Oneness does not mean same-
ness. It means recognising that
another person’s dignity does
not diminish our own. It
means being able to take pride
in one’s own heritage without
treating another person’s heri-

tage as a threat. It means serv-
ing one’s community while
understanding that society ex-
tends beyond one’s immediate
circle. And it means having
enough confidence in one’s
own tradition to share it open-
ly and allow others to engage
with it. That is the spirit in
which Bhagwat’s appearance
should be viewed. There will
inevitably be political debate
around the RSS. There are le-
gitimate questions about its
philosophy, its influence and
its role in Indian public life.
Those questions belong in a
democracy, and an organisa-
tion with the RSS’s influence
should be prepared to answer
them. But those debates
should not prevent people
from examining the positive
principles being presented at
the event. If the central mes-
sage is unity, let us discuss
unity. If the message is ser-

vice, let us discuss service. If
the message is cultural confi-
dence combined with respect
for others, let us discuss that.
And if the proposition is that
humanity is ultimately one
family, let us ask how that
principle can be put into prac-
tice. That is a more construc-
tive conversation than reduc-
ing the entire event to a politi-
cal dispute. Mamdani is free to
disagree with the RSS, just as
others are free to disagree with

him. But disagreement need
not be the final word. A di-
verse society benefits when
competing perspectives are
allowed to meet openly and
when citizens are trusted to
make their own judgments.
The real value of an event like
this is therefore not that every-
one who attends will think
alike. It is that people have an
opportunity to encounter an
idea that asks them to think
beyond their immediate iden-
tities. For centuries, Indian
civilisation has produced phil-
osophical traditions that ask
questions about the relation-
ship between the individual,
society, nature and the wider
universe. Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam belongs to that larger
intellectual inheritance. Bring-
ing that idea to one of the
world’s most diverse cities is,
in itself, a meaningful act of
cultural dialogue.

RAKHI BECOMES A PLEDGE FOR WOMEN’S
DIGNITY, FREEDOM AND EMPOWERMENT

aksha Bandhan is not
merely a thread tied
round the wrist; it

represents the Indian ethos
where love, trust, responsibil-
ity, affection, and protection
are woven together. Yet, in a
changing society, its meaning
demands a contemporary un-
derstanding. Today, women
are actively shaping their des-
tinies across education, sci-
ence, the armed forces, indus-
try, and space exploration.
Therefore, the core question
on Raksha Bandhan should no
longer be whether a brother
will protect his sister, but
whether we can build a soci-
ety where every woman lives
with security, freedom, and
dignity, pursuing her dreams
without depending on any-
one’s benevolence.

The Sanskrit expression
“Rakshati iti rakshah” con-
veys that one who protects is
a protector. But protection
extends far beyond the physi-
cal body; it encompasses dig-
nity, freedom, values, rights,
and the sanctity of life. His-
torically, the raksha sutra has
transcended biological ties to
become a covenant of human
solidarity and mutual respon-
sibility. From the protective
threads tied to Rajput warriors
to the historical memory of
Rani Karnavati and Huma-
yun, and the Mahabharata ep-
isode of Draupadi and Krish-
na, the central message re-
mains clear: genuine affection

Surviving Healthcare, Barely

The sky-rocketing cost of medical treatment in India has pushed countess middle-class families
into severe debt. When a single hospital admission drains life savings, healthcare shifts from a
basic right to an unbearable burden. While medical technology advances, basic access remains
financially out of reach for ordinary citizens. We urgently need robust price caps on critical
procedures, lower drug costs, and expanded public insurance schemes. A society cannot claim

carries reciprocal responsibil-
ity, and protection is never a
one-sided act of treating
someone as weak.

Modern Indian women
have redefined this traditional
dynamic. Serving on the front
lines, flying in defense of the
skies, steering space missions,
and executing public policy,
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women actively protect the
nation. If a woman can sacri-
fice her life for national secu-
rity, society cannot hesitate to
safeguard her dignity and
rights.

The true philosophy of
Raksha Bandhan requires
transforming society’s mind-
set rather than restricting
women’s freedom. Instead of
merely telling daughters to be
cautious, society must teach
sons that respecting a wom-
an’s freedom, dignity, choic-
es, and consent is the true
measure of manhood. When

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Bridging Worlds in Times Square

The recent display of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is One Family) at New York’s
Times Square showcases India’s growing cultural impact. Seeing traditional Indian phi-
losophy light up one of the world’s most iconic crossroads sends a powerful message of
global unity. At a time when geopolitics feels deeply fractured, sharing timeless ideas of
collective togetherness offers a refreshing perspective. It reminds us that despite geo-

tied around a wrist, the rakhi
should inspire a commitment
to stand against injustice, hu-
miliation, and violence to-
ward any woman. In the digi-
tal age, this commitment ex-
tends to protecting a woman’s
digital dignity—shielding her
from cyber harassment, online
defamation, and digital fraud

T
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just as carefully as physical
harm.

Economic independence
forms another critical pillar of
empowerment. Access to ed-
ucation, skills, and financial
decision-making gives wom-
en lasting confidence. The
most meaningful gift a broth-
er can offer is partnership in
his sister’s aspirations—sup-
porting her education, career,
enterprise, or creative endeav-
ors.

Indian heritage has long
honored female agency, from
the intellectual prowess of
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- LALIT GARG

And that is the true strength
of the sacred threadva thread
that begins at one wrist but
has the power to bind the
entire society in the bonds of
humanity, self-respect,
equality and national
consciousness.

Gargi and Maitreyi to the
leadership of Rani Lakshmib-
ai, Ahilyabai Holkar, and Sav-
itribai Phule. The celebrated
ideal “Yatra naryastu pujyante
ramante tatra devatah” re-
minds us that the divine flour-
ishes where women are hon-
ored. Tradition is not a static
ritual; it is a living entity that
must generate new meaning
over time. Furthermore, the
festival carries a deep spiritu-
al dimension. As emphasized
in Jain philosophy, true pro-
tection arises from inner
self-restraint and moral
awareness. Tying a sacred
thread around our moral con-
science helps eliminate fear,
ego, and hatred, transforming
individuals into sources of
peace for others.

Ultimately, a nation is tru-
ly secure not only when its
borders are guarded, but
when its daughters are safe,
rights are protected, and
families provide equal op-
portunities to sons and
daughters alike. The future
of Raksha Bandhan lies in
viewing protection as secur-
ing rights rather than enforc-
ing restrictions, and brother-
hood as equal partnership
rather than paternalism. By
moving beyond material
promises to championing
equality, respect, and shared
progress, the sacred thread
can bind society in true hu-
manity, self-respect, and na-
tional consciousness.

Strengthening Public Healthcare Infrastructure

While high-end private hospitals thrive, the average citizen struggles for basic medical atten-
tion in overburdened government facilities. The stark gap between private affordability and
public quality forces families into crippling debt. To build a truly resilient nation, our prima-
ty focus must pivot toward upgrading government hospitals, expanding rural clinics, and
recruiting skilled medical staff. Quality healthcare should never depend on individual wealth

progress when a medical emergency routinely translates into financial ruin. graphic boundaries, our shared human connection remains our strongest asset. it must be guaranteed by a strong, well-funded public health system.

- Anna B.

- Sharon Faustina J.

- Sheldon Magnol Robinson
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ORDINARY IS BEAUTIFUL

glamour and constant achievement, we

sometimes forget the quiet beauty of or-
dinary life. We are surrounded by messages
telling us to be special, extraordinary and
different. Yet, there is a unique charm in be-
ing simple, genuine and ordinary. Ordinary
does not mean insignificant. A simple meal
shared with family, a sincere conversation
with a friend, a peaceful morning, a book
read quietly or a helping hand extended to
someone can bring deep happiness. Many of
life’s most meaningful moments are not
grand events; they are small experiences that
stay in our hearts. The beauty of ordinary life
lies in its authenticity. We do not always
need expensive possessions, impressive
achievements or public recognition to feel
fulfilled. A person who lives honestly, treats
others with kindness and remains grateful for
what they have may lead a richer life than
someone constantly chasing status.

Social media often creates the impression
that everyone else is living a perfect and ex-
traordinary life. We see achievements, cele-
brations, travels and carefully selected mo-
ments, but rarely see the ordinary struggles
behind them. Comparing our everyday life
with someone else’s carefully presented
highlights can make us undervalue what we
already have. There is also beauty in ordi-
nary people. Parents who quietly sacrifice
for their children, teachers who patiently
guide students, workers who perform their
duties honestly, neighbours who help one
another and countless people who serve so-
ciety without seeking recognition are exam-
ples of how ordinary lives can create ex-

In a world that often celebrates luxury,

traordinary value.

Simplicity can also bring peace. When we
stop trying to impress everyone, we become
more comfortable with ourselves. We learn
to appreciate what is available rather than
constantly worrying about what is missing.
Contentment does not mean giving up ambi-
tion; it means pursuing our goals without
allowing comparison and competition to
control our happiness. A meaningful life
does not have to be spectacular. It needs pur-

pose, relationships, kindness and inner
peace. The ordinary moments we often over-
look may eventually become the memories
we value most. Perhaps the real secret of
happiness is not becoming extraordinary in
the eyes of the world, but recognising the
extraordinary beauty hidden in ordinary life.

Ordinary is not dull. Ordinary is real. And
sometimes, real is the most beautiful thing
of all.

-DR. VIJAY GARG

THE ILLUSION OF
DIGITAL FREE SPEECH

unprecedented democratization of

public discourse. Anyone with a
smartphone could broadcast ideas, cri-
tique power structures, and reach a glob-
al audience without navigating traditional
media gatekeepers. Today, how-
ever, that open frontier is rapid-
ly dissolving into a tightly reg-
ulated landscape. A series of
recent court rulings and legisla-
tive shifts targeting digital con-
tent creators have thrust a vital
question into the spotlight:
where does online free expres-
sion end, and where does state
oversight begin?

The modern public square no
longer exists on physical street
corners or civic halls. It resides
within servers, streaming plat-
forms, and social media feeds.
When individual creators and indepen-
dent commentators face increasing legal
scrutiny and potential censorship, the
broader public loses a critical tool for ac-
countability. Regulating digital channels
under the guise of maintaining order or
protecting institutional reputations risks
establishing a dangerous precedent one
where inconvenient commentary is qui-
etly neutralized. To understand the stakes,
one must recognize how drastically me-
dia consumption has evolved. Millions of
citizens, particularly younger demograph-
ics, no longer rely on traditional newspa-
pers or legacy broadcasts for information.
They look to independent voices for per-

I Yor years, the internet promised an

spective. While content moderation is
undeniably necessary to combat inten-
tional disinformation, fraud, or targeted
hate speech, applying heavy-handed legal
restrictions to satirical, analytical, or crit-
ical commentary threatens the founda-

tional principles of democracy. The core
issue stems from the ambiguity of current
legal frameworks. When regulations fail
to clearly distinguish between harmful
malice and valid commentary, authorities
gain unchecked discretion to silence dis-
sent.

If an independent creator risks severe
legal penalties or deplatforming simply
for challenging official narratives or uti-
lizing parody, the chilling effect spreads
far beyond the individual targeted. It sig-
nals to the public that independent
thought carries severe risks.

-SHARON FAUSTINA J.

DOVAL'S DIPLOMACY AND A NEW
TURN IN INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS

fter several years of strained rela-

tions, India and China now appear

to be entering a new phase marked
by dialogue, restraint and pragmatic coop-
eration. This should not be viewed as a
sudden transformation, but rather as part
of a long-term process that seeks to bal-
ance security, diplomacy and national in-
terests. In this evolving scenario, the role
of National Security Adviser Ajit Doval
has emerged as particularly significant.
The 25th round of the Special Representa-
tives’ talks, held in Beijing on August 25
with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
has provided a concrete foundation for this
process. Both sides agreed to maintain
peace along the border, make early and
meaningful progress towards boundary
delimitation, and strengthen the mecha-
nism for military-to-military bilateral com-
munication.

Doval’s visit to Beijing was significant
not merely because it focused on the bor-
der dispute. It also addressed the broader
question of whether India and China, de-
spite their strategic competition, can find
a path towards coexistence, stability and
mutual interests. The two countries agreed
to establish two additional military contact
points and two additional military hotline
links in the eastern and central sectors.
They also decided to advance border trade,
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, and
cross-border cooperation. The greatest
strength of Ajit Doval’s approach is that he
does not view security and diplomacy as
mutually exclusive. His approach is clear:
a strong security architecture provides the
foundation for effective diplomacy. In the
context of China too, India’s message has
consistently been that com plete normal-
ization of bilateral relations is im possible
without peace and stability along the bor-
der. This Indian position was once again
prominently reflected in the 25th round of
talks.

Doval is not merely a negotiator; he is a
seasoned security strategist. He served for
many years in the intelligence establish-
ment, worked in several sensitive regions
and later became Director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau. According to the Govern-
ment of India, he played an important role
in dealing with security issues relating to
the Northeast, Sikkim, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Punjab and Pakistan. He is also the
country’s longest-serving National Securi-
ty Adviser. His working style reflects a
remarkable balance—firmness where nec-
essary and dialogue wherever an opportu-
nity exists. His role in the surgical strikes
following the Uri attack, the Balakot oper-
ation, diplomatic efforts during the
Doklam crisis, and the strengthening of
India’s internal security framework are re-
garded as examples of this broader strate-
gic approach. In 2026, while presenting
him with the Lokmanya Tilak National
Award, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
also highlighted his contribution to
strengthening India’s national security ap-
paratus.

The most difficult phase in India—China
relations began after the violent clash in
the Galwan Valley in 2020. For nearly four
years, military tensions continued along
the border. Following the disengagement
of troops and resolution of related issues
in October 2024, a gradual process of re-
storing bilateral relations began. During
their meeting in Kazan that year, Prime

HEAPS OF GARBAGE,
CITIES OF DISEASE

Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi
Jinping emphasized the importance of
maintaining peace along the border and
ensuring that differences did not affect the
overall direction of bilateral relations. It
was at this juncture that Doval’s role as-
sumed even greater importance. The pro-
cess that began with Special Representa-
tives-level talks in December 2024 has
now reached its 25th round. The eight-
point understanding reached this time in-
dicates that the dialogue is no longer mere-
ly a formal exercise. Activating expert and
working groups for boundary delimitation
and border management, using existing
military and diplomatic channels to pre-
vent misunderstandings along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), and creating new
communication mechanisms are important
practical steps towards building confi-
dence.

India—China relations are not confined
to military posts and diplomatic meetings.
The two countries also share a long history
of civilizational interaction. The resump-
tion and expansion of the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra, reopening border trade routes
and increasing people-to-people contact
are part of this broader approach. In 2026,
the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra has been
conducted through both the Lipulekh and
Nathu La routes. The 25th round of talks
welcomed progress towards reopening
three designated border trading points and
agreed to further strengthen trade and pil-
grimage links. This is by no means a minor
development. Reducing the number of
troops along the border is a security mea-
sure, but increasing trade and cultural in-
teraction among people living on both
sides of the frontier can create the social
foundations for lasting peace. The possible
visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping to
India could be both an opportunity and a
test. Against this backdrop, global atten-
tion is focused on the BRICS Summit
scheduled to be held in New Delhi on Sep-
tember 12—13, 2026. There is speculation
that President Xi Jinping may visit India.
If the visit takes place, it would reportedly
be his first visit to India in seven years.
Various reports suggest that he may be ac-
companied by a large delegation of nearly
400 officials. However, as of August 27,
China has not officially confirmed his vis-
it.

Therefore, Xi’s possible visit should not
be viewed merely as participation in an
international summit. It could provide an
opportunity to assess the real direction of

India—China relations. The 2019 Chennai
Connect was held in a relatively cordial
atmosphere, but a year later, the Galwan
clash plunged bilateral relations into a
deep crisis. If Xi now visits New Delhi,
both countries will have an opportunity to
carefully rebuild the trust that was severe-
ly damaged.

However, India must not allow enthusi-
asm to overshadow its fundamental secu-
rity concerns. China’s claims over
Arunachal Pradesh, the unresolved issue
of boundary delimitation, and the need for
greater transparency along the LAC re-
main significant challenges. Therefore,
India’s policy should be guided by a clear
principle: aspiration for friendship, but no
compromise on national interests.

This is precisely what distinguishes
Doval’s approach: he does not allow dia-
logue to become a sign of weakness, nor
does he equate strength with confrontation.
The message underlying his diplomacy is
clear—India wants peace, but not at the
cost of its security; it seeks cooperation,
but on the basis of equality; and it wants
improved relations, but not by ignoring the
realities along the border. Today, as India—
China relations stand at a critical juncture,
Doval’s role appears to be evolving be-
yond that of a crisis manager into that of a
confidence-builder and architect of securi-
ty-driven diplomacy. The eight-point un-
derstanding reached during the 25th round
of talks demonstrates that even amid the
most difficult differences, channels of di-
alogue can remain open.

Xi Jinping’s possible visit to India could
provide this process with political
direction at the highest level. Yet the real
measure of success will not be a photo-
graph from a summit meeting. It will lie in
lasting peace along the border, mutual
trust, stronger trade and people-to-people
connectivity, and a fair and mutually ac-
ceptable resolution of outstanding dis-
putes.

India must improve its relations with
China, but it must do so while safeguard-
ing its strategic autonomy and security
preparedness. The essence of Doval’s di-
plomacy is precisely this: the doors of di-
alogue must remain open, but the threshold
of national interest must never be weak-
ened. This approach could offer India and
China the most practical pathway from
confrontation to competitive coexistence,
and ultimately towards lasting peace and
stability.

- LALIT GARGG

e’re aware of the importance of

\’s/ keeping our homes clean, but as
soon as we step outside, our sense

of responsibility vanishes. Many people have
developed the habit of throwing household
items on the roadside, in drains, in vacant
lots, or in public places. Plastic bags, poly-
thene, vegetable peels, fruit scraps, and left-
over food are routinely thrown out in the
open. But this seemingly simple act of care-
lessness is gradually becoming a serious
threat to people’s health and the environment.

Throwing garbage in the open causes it to
rot and smell. The problem isn’t just an “in-
convenience.” Accumulation of garbage cre-
ates filth and attracts flies, mosquitoes, stray
animals, and other pests. Plastic and other
waste can clog drains, leading to waterlog-
ging during the rainy season. Lack of drain-
age creates breeding grounds for mosquitoes
and increases the risk of disease. Negligence
can lead to health problems for the entire
neighborhood.

The worst part is that people in society have
come to take this for granted. We see piles of
garbage on the roadside, cover our noses for a
moment, and move on. Very few people think
about where this garbage comes from. In real-
ity, behind every waste is someone’s conve-
nience and negligence. If someone never
throws away garbage in their home, why
doesn’t they throw it in the dustbin outside?
Why do the streets become garbage dumps
when we’re away from home? This is more
than just cleanliness it’s a matter of civic duty
and social conduct. The use of plastic and
polythene has further exacerbated the situa-
tion. Plastic does not degrade easily and per-
sists in the environment for a long time. If
discarded, it can clog drains and block water
flow. Organic waste stored in plastic bags con-
tinues to rot and emit foul odors, creating un-
sanitary conditions. Stray animals may also
ingest plastic, posing a health risk. Therefore,
indiscriminate and careless disposal of plastic
pollutes society, animals, and the environment.

There’s no misconception about the link
between waste and disease. Open trash bins
breed flies and other parasites, spreading dis-
eases. Stagnant and stagnant water can be-
come breeding grounds for mosquitoes.
Households within walking distance of unat-
tended garbage can be at increased risk of
infections and other health problems. This
monsoon season, the situation could worsen,
as rainy weather can spread garbage and con-
taminants to surrounding areas.

But it’s unfair to say that the problem lies
solely with municipalities. Local govern-
ments play a vital role in providing the fol-
lowing services to the community: garbage
collection, waste disposal, sewer mainte-

nance, and public spaces cleanliness. Citizens
also play an equally important role in this
process. They should be responsible when
disposing of waste, avoid littering, limit un-
necessary plastic use, and separate wet and
dry waste. However, deploying more sanita-
tion workers won’t solve the problem if resi-
dents continue to litter in public spaces.

The need now is to move beyond treating
cleanliness as a government campaign. The
effectiveness of cleanliness campaigns is
clearly linked to incorporating cleanliness
into daily life. Children should receive lec-
tures on cleanliness in schools, and they
should also adopt practical measures to main-
tain cleanliness, including waste segregation,
proper disposal, and minimizing the use of
single-use plastic. Local monitoring systems
can also be developed in communities, and
residents can be made aware of the impor-
tance of collective responsibility towards
their environment. While rules and punish-
ments may be necessary, behavior change
will not occur unless they recognize the im-
portance of responsible behavior.

The politics of waste is also reflected in the
political discourse on sanitation in the public
sphere. Sanitation, garbage collection, drain-
age, and civic infrastructure are major political
issues during elections. However, once the
elections are over, these concerns are easily
forgotten. Garbage piles up again, drains be-
come clogged, and foul smells become com-
monplace again. “This cycle continues be-
cause administrative accountability is often
inconsistent and public participation is low.”
It’s important to understand that garbage isn’t
just a municipal problem.

. It’s a reflection of our daily routines, prior-
ities, and sense of collective responsibility.
Only when we start treating public streets as
our responsibility as our own backyards will
we begin to make a difference.

Clean streets not only look beautiful, but
also symbolize a healthier and more responsi-
ble society. People need hospitals and medi-
cines when they get sick, but it’s better to pre-
vent harmful situations in the first place. The
problem with garbage is that we need to un-
derstand that it’s not your problem. The secret
to cleanliness lies not in grand announcements
or government campaigns, but in a small, per-
sonal decision: Don’t litter on the street put it
in the dustbin.

By changing this small habit, we can im-
prove these neighborhoods, our cities, and
public health. Sanitation isn’t the responsibil-
ity of any one person; it’s not the responsibil-
ity of any one department, any one govern-
ment, or any group of employees.

-DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Samrat Choudhary
reviews
Valmikinagar barrage

CH NEWS, Patna
Bihar Chief Minister Sam-
rat Choudhary on Thurs-
day reviewed the situation
at the Valmikinagar bar-
rage along the India-Nepal
border as the state re-
ceived some relief follow-
ing a decline in water dis-
charge from Nepal.
Choudhary took stock of
the water levels and the
situation around the bar-
rage amid concerns over
flooding in parts of Bihar.
Officials briefed the chief
minister on the water flow
and measures being taken
to monitor the situation
and respond to any
emerging threat. The re-
duction in the discharge of
water from Nepal brought
relief to authorities and
residents in vulnerable ar-
eas. The Valmikinagar
barrage plays an impor-
tant role in regulating wa-
ter flow into Bihar, making
its condition and water
levels a key concern during
periods of heavy rainfall
and flooding. The chief
minister directed officials
to remain alert and closely
monitor developments
along the border and in
downstream areas.
Authorities have been
asked to ensure that nec-
essary precautions are
taken and that response
measures are implement-
ed promptly if water levels
rise again. Bihar has been
closely watchi ng develop-
ments in neighbouring Ne-
pal, where heavy rainfall
and floods have affected
several areas. Any sudden
increase in water dis-
charge from Nepal can
raise the risk of flooding in
districts located downstre
am in Bihar. The state
governament has contin-
ued monitoring the situa-
tion and coordinating with
local officia ls to minimise
risks to people and
property.

Haryana Singer-
Youtuber shot dead
outside gym

CH NEWS, Chandigarh
Haryana singer and You-
Tuber Baliyan was shot
dead outside a gym, police
said. The incident took
place around 6:45 pm
when Baliyan was leaving
the gym. Four unidentified
assailants travelling in two
vehicles allegedly opened
fire at him before fleeing
the spot. Baliyan sustained
serious gunshot injuries
and died in the attack. Po-
lice teams have launched
an investigation to identify
and arrest those responsi-
ble. CCTV footage from the
area is being examined to
trace the attackers and es-
tablish their movements.
Officials are also investi-
gating the possible motive
behind the killing and whe
ther the victim had any pre-
vious disputes or threats.

MATHURA

Security arrangements have
been strengthened at the dis-
puted Krishna Janmab-
hoomi-Shahi Idgah premises
in Mathura amid concerns
over a possible ‘Kar Seva’,
district authorities informed
the Allahabad High Court.
The Mathura administration
recently told the court that ad-
ditional security measures had
been put in place at the site to
prevent any untoward incident.
The development comes as the
court continues to hear a series
of petitions concerning the re-
ligiously disputed premises.
The Allahabad High Court
is currently hearing 18 suits

o mﬂ' B Il s

Shéhl Idgah dlspute hearmg

The Allahabad High Court is hearing suits seeking the
Shahi ldgah mosque’s removal, with petitioners claiming
it stands on Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi temple land.
Authorities maintain strict security amid concerns over
potential gatherings and Kar Seva at the sensitive site.

m Mathura administration en-
hances site security measures.

m Court hears clubbed Shri
Krishna suits.

m Petitioners seek Shahi Idgah
removal.

m Authorities remain vigilant
against gatherings.

m Dispute involves religious land
ownership.

= Muslim side opposes mosque
claims.

that were clubbed together in
2023. The petitions seek the
removal of the Shahi Idgah,
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This development occurs amidst ongoing court hearings regarding petitions over the religiously disputed site.

with petitioners claiming that
the mosque stands on land be-
longing to or forming part of
the premises of the Shri Krish-
na Janmabhoomi temple.

Officials informed the High
Court about the security ar-
rangements while the matter
remains under judicial consid-
eration. Authorities have been
maintaining vigilance around
the disputed site because of the
possibility of gatherings or at-
tempts at ‘Kar Seva’.

The Krishna Janmab-
hoomi-Shahi Idgah dispute has
remained a sensitive religious
and legal issue in Uttar
Pradesh. Various petitioners
have approached the courts
seeking relief over the owner-

ship and status of the land,
while the Muslim side has op-
posed the claims concerning
the mosque.

The High Court proceedings
are focused on the suits and
the legal issues raised by the
petitioners. The court has been
hearing arguments in the cases
after consolidating the 18 suits
in 2023.

With the dispute continuing
before the judiciary, local au-
thorities have opted for height-
ened security to maintain law
and order at the site. Officials
are closely monitoring the sit-
uation and taking preventive
measures to avoid any incident
that could disturb communal
peace in Mathura.

Tharoor flood remark triggers
social media backlash

NEW DELHI

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
has faced criticism on so-
cial media after his re-
mark about the devas- £
tating floods in Ne- £
pal sparked a strong
online backlash.
Tharoor’s comment,
which included the
phrase “Drama? Re-
ally?”, drew criticism
from several social me-
dia users who questioned his
choice of words while dis-
cussing the natural disaster.
The controversy emerged
as Nepal continues to deal
with the impact of severe
floods and flash floods that
have affected several areas.
Rescue and relief operations
have been intensified, with
authorities working to reach
people stranded or displaced
by the disaster. The floods

have caused widespread dis-
ruption and raised concerns
over the safety of communi-
ties in affected regions.
' Following Tharoor’s
remark, several users
expressed their dis-
A\ approval online.

| One social media
post criticised what
it described as a
“poor choice of
words” from someone
known for his extensive

vocabulary and command
of language. Others accused
the Congress leader of ap-
pearing insensitive toward the
suffering caused by the
floods.

The remark quickly became
a topic of discussion, with us-
ers sharing and commenting
on his statement across social
media platforms. Critics ar-
gued that comments concern-
ing a major natural disaster

should be made with greater
sensitivity, particularly when
people are facing loss, dis-
placement and difficult rescue
conditions.

Tharoor is widely known
for his eloquent public speak-
ing and distinctive use of the
English language. However,
the latest controversy has
shifted attention from the on-
going situation in Nepal to his
choice of words. The backlash
highlights how comments by
public figures can quickly at-
tract scrutiny on social media,
especially during humanitari-
an crises.

Nepalese authorities contin-
ue to coordinate rescue, relief
and recovery efforts in flood-
hit areas. Emergency teams
and security personnel have
been deployed to assist affect-
ed communities as the coun-
try assesses the damage
caused by the severe weather.

Congress demands ouster
of Uttarakhand BJP chief

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday crit-
icised the BJP over Uttarakhand
unit president Mahendra Bhatt’s
reported defence of a purifica-
tion ritual allegedly carried out
at a venue after a rally ad-
dressed by Congress president

ly in Uttarakhand. Congress
leaders objected to the reported

Mallikarjun Kharge. practice and questioned the
The Congress accused Th justification offered
the BJP of displaying a e by the BJP state
“casteist nature” and controversy president.
alleged that the stems from the The Con-
party’s leaders Congress party’s gress also ac-
were attempting strong backlash cused the
to hide such atti- . BJP of trying
tudes. The party against Uttarakhand to conceal
also demanded BJP President what it de-
Bhatt’s removal Mahendra scribed as caste

from the post over his
comments concerning the
reported ritual.

The controversy centres on
an alleged purification ceremo-
ny at the venue of Kharge’s ral-

Bhatt.

-based thinking
among some of its
leaders. It said that public
representatives should promote
equality rather than defend prac-
tices that could be viewed as

discriminatory.

Congress leaders said Such
practices were contrary to the
principles of equality and social
justice. They alleged that the
incident reflected discriminatory
attitudes and sought an explana-
tion from the BJP leadership
over Bhatt’s reported position.

The demand for Bhatt’s oust-
er has added to the political con-
frontation between the two par-
ties in Uttarakhand. Congress
leaders have sought action from
the BJP leadership, arguing that
defending such a ritual sends a
negative message about social
equality. The BJP’s response to
the Congress allegations and its
demand for Bhatt’s removal is
expected to shape the political
debate over the issue. The con-
troversy has meanwhile brought
caste, social equality and politi-
cal conduct into focus in the
state.

Railways modernisation
drive faces basic gaps

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways is in the mid-
dle of one of its biggest mod-
ernisation drives, with large
investments being made in sta-
tion redevelopment, new trains,
electrification and infrastruc-
ture. However, a recent audit
by the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) has highlighted
gaps in basic passenger ameni-
ties at railway stations.

The audit indicates that the
ongoing transformation has not
always translated into improve-
ments in essential facilities for
passengers. While major proj-
ects have received considerable
attention and investment, prob-
lems related to everyday ser-
vices continue to remain at
several stations.

Water quality has emerged as
a major concern. The CAG au-
dit found shortcomings in
drinking-water facilities at rail-

way stations, including instanc-
es where water was found to be
contaminated with harmful
bacteria such as E. coli. The
findings have raised questions
about the safety and reliability
of basic amenities available to
passengers.

The audit also pointed to
concerns over maintenance.
According to the findings, in-
frastructure may receive sub-
stantial investment and undergo
visible redevelopment, but
maintaining the facilities after
their completion remains an
important challenge. The qual-
ity of services can deteriorate if
regular upkeep is not given ad-
equate attention.

Financial and operational
planning for some redevelop-
ment projects also remains an
area of concern. The audit sug-
gests that simply completing
and inaugurating large infra-
structure projects may not be

sufficient to deliver sustained
improvements to passengers.

Indian Railways has been
undertaking a wide-ranging
modernisation programme
aimed at improving infrastruc-
ture, passenger experience and
operational efficiency. Station
redevelopment, electrification
and the introduction of new
trains form important parts of
this effort.

The CAG findings, however,
underline the need to ensure
that modernisation is accompa-
nied by reliable basic services.
Clean drinking water, function-
ing amenities and regular main-
tenance remain essential for
passengers regardless of how
advanced a station’s infrastruc-
ture may appear. The audit has
therefore brought attention to
the gap between high-profile
railway redevelopment projects
and everyday passenger
needs.

Congress questions conflicting
Operation Sindoor claims

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Thursday questioned
what he described as conflict-

ing statements by se-

nior military officials

about the role of Chi-

na and Pakistan

during Operation Sin- \

door, asking whether

there was a broader

effort to change the .

public narrative. &
Ramesh shared vid-

eo clips on X contrasting re-

marks made by Deputy Chief

of Army Staff Lieutenant

General Rahul Singh in July

2025 with comments by for-

mer Chief of Defence Staff

General Anil Chauhan on Au-

gust 25, 2026. He said the two

accounts appeared to be

sharply different.

According to Ramesh, Lt

Gen Singh had described the

Pakistan-China partnership
during Operation Sindoor as
deeply significant. He had
also said China provided sub-
stantial military support to
Pakistan and used the
conflict to assess its
weapons and systems

"J. under real-world con-
ditions.

Ramesh contrasted
this with Gen Chau-
han’s recent remarks
at an event on Opera-
tion Sindoor and its
aftermath. Chauhan said Paki-
stan had been unable to obtain
evidence of the targets struck
by India despite attempts to
access commercial satellite
imagery. He also described the
presence of Chinese personnel
supporting Pakistani military
equipment as part of contrac-
tual obligations, while cau-
tioning against drawing con-
clusions beyond establi

shed facts.

The Congress leader ques-
tioned why the two accounts
differed and asked whether
there was a “deeper plan” to
change the narrative about
China’s involvement. He also
linked the issue to the govern-
ment’s broader China policy.

Ramesh alleged that the
Centre had followed what he
called a “calibrated capitula-
tion to China”. He referred to
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s 2020 remarks concerning
China and also cited India’s
continuing trade deficit with
the neighbouring country.

Operation Sindoor was
launched by India on May 7,
2025, following the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 people. Indian forces
targeted terrorist infrastructure
in Pakistan and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir
during the operation.

Four killed in militant ambush in Manipur

CH NEWS, IMPHAL

At least four people were
killed and another injured after
militants ambushed a vehicle
in Manipur’s Kangpokpi dis-
trict on Thursday, police said.

The victims were travelling
when armed attackers alleged-
ly opened fire on their vehicle.
Four occupants died in the at-
tack, while one person sus-
tained injuries and was taken
for medical treatment.

All five victims belong to
the Liangmai Naga communi-
ty. Security forces have
launched operations in the area
to trace those responsible for
the ambush.

Police are also investigating

the circumstances surrounding
the attack and the possible mo-
tive behind it. Further details
about the incident and the
identities of the victims are
awaited as the investigation
continues.

Delhi HC quashes crlmmal defamation case against ex-MP

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
quashed criminal defamation
proceedings against senior ad-
vocate and former Member of
Parliament Pinaki Misra in a
case arising from allegations
that he made objectionable re-
marks about a lawyer during
an interview. The court’s deci-
sion brings an end to the crim-
inal proceedings initiated
against him in connection with
the complaint.

The case was based on alle-
gations concerning comments
attributed to Misra during an
interview. The complainant
had approached the authori-
ties, alleging that the remarks
were defamatory and had

caused damage to the lawyer’s
reputation. After examining
the matter, the Delhi High
Court decided to quash the
criminal defamation proceed-
ings against Misra. The ruling
effectively nullifies the case
that had been initiated over the
alleged remarks.The develop-
ment comes amid continuing

legal and public debate over
the use of criminal defamation
provisions in cases involving
statements made during inter-
views, public discussions and
media interactions.
Defamation proceedings can
be initiated when a person al-
leges that statements made
about them have harmed their

m High Court quashes defa-
mation proceedings against
Misra.

m Interview remarks spark legal
battle.

m Court finds insufficient material
for charges.

m Judicial intervention ends
criminal trial.

m Former MP receives substan-
tial legal relief.

m Case highlights limits of crimi-
nal defamation.

reputation, subject to the legal
requirements governing such
offences. Misra, who has

served as a Member of Parlia-
ment and is a senior member
of the legal profession, had
faced the proceedings over the
alleged comments. The High
Court’s intervention has now
brought the matter to a close.

The court’s order provides
relief to Misra by ending the
criminal case connected with
the interview.

The decision also highlights
the role of constitutional cour
ts in examining whe ther crim-
inal proceedings shou ld con-
tinue when the circumstances
do not justify their continua-
tion. The case had attracted
attention because of the
involvement of a prominent
lawyer and former parliamen-
tarian.

Two Chinese survivors
brought safely to Paradip

BHUBANESWAR

Two Chinese crew members
rescued after the Pana-
ma-flagged bulk carrier MV
Ocean Winner sank in the Bay
of Bengal were safely brought
to Paradip in Odisha on Thurs-
day.

The survivors, identified as
Pan Tonglai and Chen Jianhe,
were brought ashore by the In-
dian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS)
Varad. The Coast Guard vessel
safely transported the two men
to Paradip following their res-
cue from the sunken ship.

The MV Ocean Winner had
sailed from Paradip for China
on August 20 carrying iron ore.
There were 24 crew members
aboard the vessel, including 20
Chinese nationals, three Myan-
mar nationals and one Bangla-
deshi national. The vessel later
sank in the Bay of Bengal, trig-
gering a search and rescue op-
eration by Indian authorities.
The Coast Guard deployed re-
sources to locate and assist the
crew members following the
incident.

The rescue operation was
carried out amid challenging
conditions at sea. The safe re-
covery of the two Chinese na-
tionals provided some relief as
authorities continued efforts
related to the maritime incident.

After reaching Paradip, the
rescued crew members were
brought under the care of the
authorities. Their arrival is ex-
pected to help officials gather
further information about the
circumstances surrounding the
sinking of the bulk carrier.

The incident has drawn at-
tention to maritime safety in the
Bay of Bengal and the impor-
tance of coordinated rescue
operations. Indian Coast Guard
personnel have continued mon-
itoring the situation and suppor
ting search and rescue efforts.

Authorities are expected to
establish further details about
the sinking, including the condi-
tion of the vessel before the acci
dent and the circumstances that
led to the emergency. The safe
return of the two survivors mar
ks an important dept in the on-
going response to the incident.
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Bombay HC
seeks Aadhaar
Act amendment

Mumbai
The Bombay High Court
has asked the Union gov-
ernment and the Unique
|dentification Authority of
India (UIDAI) to consider
amending the Aadhaar Act
to help authorities quickly
trace and deport foreign
nationals staying illegally
in India. The court noted
gaps in coordination be-
tween agencies and docu-
ment-verification proce-
dures that had allowed
some foreign nationals to
allegedly obtain Aadhaar
cards fraudulently. It said
stronger mechanisms were
needed to identify and
track such individuals. The
court’s direction came
while hearing a matter
concerning the alleged
misuse of Aadhaar docu-
ments by foreign nationals.
The Centre and UIDAI have
been asked to examine
whether changes to the
law could improve infor-
mation sharing and verifi-
cation, while ensuring the
Aadhaar system is not
misused.

Heatwave now
notified calamity,
funding expands

New Delhi
Heatwaves and lightning
have been added to In-
dia’s list of notified natu-
ral calamities, giving
States greater access to
financial support for
dealing with extreme
weather. The Ministry of
Home Affairs informed
the Lok Sabha on August
4 that the move in-
creased the number of
notified natural calami-
ties to 14, including
floods, cyclones, droughts
and landslides. The deci-
sion provides States with
a stronger financial shield
as India faces growing ex-
posure to extreme heat.
However, effective use of
the additional funding
will depend on stronger
planning, preparedness
and implementation at
the State and local levels.

Congress calls
Subhash Chandra
payout ‘mundan’

New Delhi
The Congress on Thursday
criticised the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) for approving a re-
payment plan allowing
media baron Subhash
Chandra to settle admit-
ted creditor claims of
about022,006.57 crore by
paying 06.5 crore. The par-
ty described the nearly
99.97% reduction in lend-
ers’ claims as “not a hair-
cut but mundan.” The in-
solvency tribunal has
cleared the repayment
plan under Chandra’s per-
sonal insolvency resolu-
tion process. Congress
questioned the scale of
the reduction and raised
concerns over the amount
creditors would ultimately
recover. The approved
plan permits Chandra to
make the 06.5 crore pay-
ment to settle the admit-
ted claims.

Uttarakhand BJP chief
defends ‘purification’
of Kharge rally venue

New Delhi
Uttarakhand BJP chief
Mahendra Bhatt has de-
fended the ‘purification’
ritual conducted at a
ground in Haldwani where
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge ad-
dressed a public rally earli-
er this month. Bhatt said
the Ramlila Maidan in
Haldwani had been ‘pol-
luted’ by slogans during
Kharge's rally and claimed
that conducting a purifica-
tion ritual at the venue
was justified. Kharge had
addressed a public meet
there on August 8.

' Surjewala accuses government
of ignoring sugar shortage

RANDEEP SURJEWALA CRITICIZED THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FOR
FAILING TO ACT SOONER DESPITE KNOWING A SHORTAGE WAS COMING.

NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
Randeep Surjewala on Thurs-
day accused the Narendra
Modi government of failing to
act despite allegedly being
aware of an impending sugar
shortage months in advance.
He claimed that the govern-
ment had information about
the situation in April but did
not take timely steps to pre-
vent a supply crunch.
Surjewala alleged that the
delay had contributed to a
sharp increase in sugar prices,
with retail rates rising from
around Rs 40 per kg to nearly
Rs 75 per kg. He questioned
why the Centre did not inter-
vene earlier when it was
aware of the likely shortage.
The Congress leader said
the price increase had placed
an additional burden on ordi-
nary consumers. He accused
the government of ignoring
warnings and failing to pro-
tect households from the im-
pact of rising sugar prices.

Surjewala’s allegations
come amid concerns over the
availability and prices of es-
sential commodities. Sugar is
widely consumed across Indi-
an households, making any
significant increase in its
price a matter of concern for
consumers and businesses.

The Congress leader sought
accountability from the Cen-
tre over its handling of sugar
supplies. He questioned
whether the government had
taken adequate measures to
maintain sufficient stocks and
prevent prices from increas-

b
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The Congress-BJP confrontation over
inflation and commodity prices. The
Congress has demanded that the
Centre explain the circumstances
behind the price rise and clarify what
steps were taken after the alleged
early warning about the sugar
shortage.

- Randeep Surjewala, Congress
General Secretary

ing sharply.The Opposition
party has repeatedly criticised
the government over inflation
and the prices of essential
commodities, arguing that ris-

CONGRESS QUES-
TIONS SUGAR SUP-
PLIES
The Congress party has
targeted the Centre over
soaring sugar prices and
declining reserve stocks
ahead of the festive sea-
son, alleging misman-
agement and an inflated
burden on ordinary
households.

ing household expenses are
affecting ordinary families.
The latest allegation adds sug-
ar prices to the list of issues
on which Congress has sought
answers from the Centre.The
government has not, in the in-
formation cited, accepted the
Congress leader’s allegations
that it failed to act despite
knowing about the shortage in
April. The reasons behind the
reported increase in sugar
prices and the measures taken
to manage supplies remain
key points in the political de-
bate.

CHIDAMBARAM SAYS CORRUPTION
VIRTUALLY NIL IN TN

CHENNAI

Congress Rajya Sabha MP
and former Union Minister P.
Chidambaram has said cor-
ruption was “virtually nil” in
several government offices in
Tamil Nadu after the Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
took charge of the State.

Chidambaram said his as-
sessment was based on feed-
back he had received from
members of the public. He
said that during his interac-
tions with people in his home
district of Sivaganga, resi-
dents had shared their experi-
ences regarding the function-
ing of government depart-
ments.

Chidambaram specifically
referred to the Registration
Department and the State
power utility. According to
him, people had reported that
there was “no corruption or
virtually nil corruption” in
these offices after the change

GO

Drew attention because he is a senior
Congress leader and former Union
Minister who has held key portfolios at
the Centre. His positive assessment of
the functioning of some departments
contrasts with the political criticism
often directed at governments over
alleged corruption and administrative
inefficiency.

P. Chidambaram, Congress Leader

in government.

The Congress leader said
public feedback was an im-
portant source of information
when assessing the function-
ing of government depart-
ments. He indicated that his
observations were based on
what people had told him
during his interactions rather
than on any official survey or
government data.

His comments come against
the backdrop of continuing
political debate over corrup-
tion and transparency in pub-
lic administration. Govern-

ment offices dealing with
property registration and elec-
tricity services directly inter-
act with large numbers of cit-
izens, making their function-
ing an important issue for the
public.

The Congress leader, how-
ever, limited his comments to
the departments and experi-
ences cited by people during
his interactions. His remarks
should therefore be viewed as
an account of public feedback
rather than an independent
assessment covering every
government office in Tamil
Nadu.The statement is likely
to attract attention in the
State, particularly as political
parties debate governance,
accountability and the deliv-
ery of public services. Chid-
ambaram’s comments high-
light the importance of citi-
zens’ experiences in judging
whether government depart-
ments are functioning trans-
parently and efficiently.

Assam launches
Rs 796 crore beel
revival project

GUWAHATI

The Assam government has
launched Project SSW.LET., a
Rs 796.88-crore initiative aimed
at reviving traditional water
bodies, increasing fish produc-
tion and creating sustainable
livelihood opportunities for
communities dependent on the
State’s wetlands.Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma high-
lighted the initiative on Thurs-
day, saying Assam’s beels are
closely linked to the lives and
livelihoods of its people. The
project, supported by the Asian
Development Bank, will focus
on rejuvenating 71 beels spread
across 23 districts. The initiative
targets the restoration of around
4,000 hectares of water bodies.
The government expects the re-
juvenated beels to produce
6,000 metric tonnes of fish,
while around 570 million fish
fry are expected to be produced
annually to strengthen fish
stocks and improve productivity.

BJP accuses
Rahul Gandhi of
misleading youth

NEW DELHI

The BJP on Thursday accused
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi of misleading young people
through what it described as
misleading and false state-
ments. BJP MP and national
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi said Gandhi was a
“flag-bearer of lies” and al-
leged that his remarks were
driven by frustration and envy
towards Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

Trivedi made the allega-
tions while referring to the
BJP’s ‘Jhooth Ki Goonj’ web-
site, which the party has used
to challenge statements made
by opposition leaders and
present what it claims are fac-
tual responses to their allega-
tions.

The BJP spokesperson al-
leged that Gandhi repeatedly
makes claims without suffi-
cient basis and attempts to
influence young voters
through such statements. He
said the Congress leader’s re-
marks should be examined
against facts rather than ac-
cepted at face value.

Trivedi also accused Gand-
hi of targeting Modi because
of political frustration. He al-
leged that the Congress lead-
er’s criticism reflected his
disappointment with the gov-
ernment and personal envy
towards the Prime Minister.

The BJP has frequently ac-
cused the Congress and Gand-
hi of spreading misinforma-
tion on issues ranging from
government policies to the
economy and national affairs.
Through its communication

BJP spokesperson
accused Gandhi of
making baseless claims
to manipulate young
voters.

campaigns and digital plat-
forms, the party has sought to
counter statements made by
opposition leaders.

The latest BJP criticism
comes amid continued politi-
cal exchanges between the
ruling party and Congress.
Gandhi has regularly raised
questions about the govern-
ment and its policies, while
the BJP has responded by ac-
cusing him and the Congress
of making misleading claims.

The ‘Jhooth Ki Goonj’ plat-
form is being highlighted by
the BJP as a source for coun-
tering what it considers false
narratives. Party leaders have
urged citizens, particularly
young people, to verify polit-
ical claims and rely on what
they describe as factual infor-
mation.Trivedi maintained
that Gandhi’s statements
could mislead the younger
generation if they were not
checked against available in-
formation. He called on vot-
ers to distinguish between
political allegations and veri-
fiable facts.The exchange re-
flects the continuing battle
between the BJP and Con-
gress over public messaging
and competing narratives.
With political debates increas-
ingly taking place on digital
platforms, both parties have
intensified efforts to challenge
each other’s claims and influ-
ence public opinion.

Mukul Roy’s daughter-in-law missing in Nepal

KOLKATA: Former Trinamool
Congress MLA Subhranshu
Roy’s wife is among those re-
ported missing after flash
floods struck parts of Nepal
near the border with Tibet,
leaving hundreds of people un-
accounted for.

Sarmistha Bhowmik Roy,
who lives in North 24 Parga-
nas district, has had no contact
with her husband since the
night of August 25.

Roy is a former TMC MLA
from Bijpur and the son of for-
mer Railway Minister Mukul
Roy. His wife had travelled to

Nepal on August 21 as part of
a tour arranged by a travel
agency. A 32-member group
from Kolkata travelling to-
wards Mount Kailash and
Mansarovar is also among
those who have gone missing.
The group consists of 30
tourists and two tour manag-
ers. It left Kolkata on August
21 and reached Nepal the fol-
lowing day. On Wednesday
morning, the group reached
Rasuwagadhi, near the Ne-
pal-Tibet border, where its
members were at an immigra-
tion office around 8:30 am.

DM flags off
Rs 472-cr work
to overhaul T-72,
T-90 tanks

JABALPUR

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said battle
tanks remain vital to ground
warfare despite the growing
use of drones, missiles and
other advanced technologies,
describing them as an “iron
wall” on India’s borders that
strengthens the morale of
troops.

Singh made the remarks af-
ter laying the foundation stone
for a Rs 472-crore facility at
the 57-year-old Vehicle Facto-
ry Jabalpur (VFJ) for over-
hauling T-series battle tanks.

“Our Army is one of the
most powerful forces in the
world. T-72 and T-90 tanks
are extremely important for
ground warfare. They stand
like an iron wall on our bor-
ders,” Singh said. “Tanks act
as a death knell for the ene-
my and also boost the morale
of our soldiers deployed on
the borders,” he added.

Singh said tanks, like other
military equipment, require
regular maintenance and pe-
riodic overhauling to ensure
operational readiness.

The upcoming facility will
have the capacity to overhaul
80 T-72 and T-90 tanks annu-
ally, he said. The Indian
Army requires around 230
such tanks to be overhauled
every year.

The Heavy Vehicles Facto-
ry (HVF) in Avadi currently
overhauls around 150 tanks
annually. The new facility at
Jabalpur will help bridge the
remaining gap, Singh said.

Nadda meets ‘Reservation
Hatao Andolan’ protesters

NEW DELHI

Union Minister and BJP pres-
ident J.P. Nadda met represen-
tatives of the ‘Reservation
Hatao Andolan’ protesters,
who had held a demonstration
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
on August 21, according to re-
ports. The meeting comes days
after protesters gathered at the
prominent protest site to raise
their demand for changes to
the reservation system. The
demonstration drew attention
to the continuing debate over
reservation policies and their
impact on education, employ-
ment and social opportunities.

Nadda’s interaction with the
protesters is significant as the
BJP leadership engages with
groups seeking changes to ex-
isting reservation arrange-

ments. The protesters have
been demanding an end to res-
ervation and have sought polit-
ical support for their position.

The August 21 demonstra-
tion at Jantar Mantar brought
together people associated
with the ‘Reservation Hatao
Andolan’. Participants raised
slogans and presented their
concerns regarding the current
reservation framework. The
movement has sought to make
its demand a subject of wider
public and political discussion.

The meeting with Nadda
provides the protesters an op-
portunity to put forward their
concerns directly before a se-
nior BJP leader. Details of the
discussions and any specific
assurances given during the
interaction were not immedi-
ately available.

Vijay breaks with traditional
political alliances

NEW DELHI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay has broken with
traditional political align-
ments, signalling a different
approach to the State’s politi-
cal landscape, according to
reports. Vijay, who has
emerged as a prominent polit-
ical figure, is seeking to estab-
lish an independent political
identity rather than remain tied
to established alliance struc-
tures.

The development comes at a
significant time in Tamil Nadu
politics, with political parties
preparing for an increasingly
competitive electoral environ-
ment. Vijay’s political posi-
tioning has attracted consider-
able attention because of his

RURAL AYUSH OUTREACH

popularity and the potential
impact of his decisions on ex-
isting political equations.

By moving away from con-
ventional alliance arrange-
ments, Vijay appears to be
secking greater freedom in
determining his party’s politi-
cal strategy. Such a move
could allow the leadership to
negotiate directly with voters
and frame its policies without
being constrained by the posi-
tions of larger political part-
ners.

The decision could also
have implications for estab-
lished parties in the State.
Tamil Nadu has traditionally
witnessed strong electoral alli-
ances, with smaller and emerg-
ing parties often joining broad-
er coalitions. A major political

force choosing to maintain
distance from these arrange-
ments could make the elector-
al contest more unpredictable.

Vijay’s political journey has
been closely followed since he
entered active politics. His
public standing has given his
political organisation signifi-
cant visibility, while his sup-
porters have projected him as
an alternative to the estab-
lished political parties.

The latest development is
therefore being watched close-
ly by political observers, par-
ticularly for its possible impact
on vote distribution and alli-
ance calculations. Established
parties may have to reassess
their strategies depending on
how Vijay’s organisation per-
forms independently.

AYUSH colleges increased as private institutions dominate

NEW DELHI

The number of colleges of-
fering education in Ayurve-
da, Yoga and Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoe-
opathy (AYUSH) has in-
creased significantly in In-
dia, even as non-government
institutions continue to ac-
count for a large share of the
sector.

According to the latest
figures, the number of
AYUSH colleges increased
from 789 in 2021 to 971 in
2024, marking a rise of
about 23%. During the same
period, total admissions to
these institutions grew from

63,477 to 79,593, an in-
crease of nearly 25%.

The expansion comes as
the Centre seeks to widen
the role of AYUSH systems
in India’s healthcare sector.
The government has been
promoting greater coverage,
rural outreach and integra-
tion of traditional systems
with mainstream healthcare
services.

The growth in colleges
and admissions indicates in-
creasing interest in AYUSH
education among students.
The rise also reflects efforts
to expand the availability of
trained professionals in tra-
ditional systems of medicine

and healthcare.

However, non-government
colleges continue to domi-
nate AYUSH education. The
strong presence of private
institutions means that ac-
cess to education in these
fields is significantly depen-
dent on colleges outside the
government sector.

The expansion of AYUSH
education has taken place
alongside wider efforts to
strengthen traditional health-
care systems. Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoe-
opathy have been promoted
as complementary systems
that can contribute to health-

care delivery across the
country.

Greater rural outreach is
also among the priorities as
the government seeks to im-
prove healthcare access be-
yond major cities. Increasing
the number of trained
AYUSH practitioners could
help expand services in ar-
eas where healthcare facili-
ties remain limited.

At the same time, the rap-
id growth of institutions and
admissions underlines the
importance of maintaining
educational standards and
ensuring adequate infra-
structure, teaching facilities
and clinical exposure for

students.

The increase from 789
colleges in 2021 to 971 in
2024 shows that AYUSH ed-
ucation has expanded con-
siderably within a short pe-
riod. Admissions rising by
nearly one-fourth during the
same period further indicate
growing demand.

As the government contin-
ues to integrate AYUSH into
India’s broader healthcare
strategy, ensuring balanced
growth between government
and non-government institu-
tions, along with quality ed-
ucation, will remain import-
ant for the sector’s long-
term development.
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Sports Now A National Priori: andaviya

Mandaviya said sports had emerged as a national priority, while government platforms were giving youth
opportunities, mentorship, skills and a direct voice in India’s development and policymaking at multiple levels.

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Youth Affairs and
Sports Mansukh Mandaviya on Thursday
said India has begun treating sports as a
national priority rather than merely an
activity, while outlining efforts to expand
opportunities for youth.

Addressing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the Khelo India Dialogue,
Mandaviya said youth development was
increasingly being closely linked with
sports, skills and nation-building. He
highlighted platforms intended to provide
youth with opportunities, mentorship and
a greater role in national development
and policymaking. Mandaviya pointed to

the My Bharat platform, launched in ticipating in development.

2023, saying it was created to give youth
direction, mentorship and avenues to
contribute to the country alongside their
careers. He said more than 2.66 crore
youth have joined the platform and par-

Youth Power, National Priority: How My

Bharat Is Rewriting India’s Sports Story:
m Sports being treated as a national priority

Mandaviya said their ideas were heard
and later reflected in policy.

He said the participation of young peo-
ple had reinforced the belief that their sug

m My Bharat launched in 2023

gestions were not merely discussed but
implemented. Mandaviya described this

m Over 2.66 crore youth have joined

as part of a wider effort to make youth
participation central to India’s develop-

m Youth ideas linked directly to policymaking

ment.

m Skill development opportunities expanded

He also highlighted the Developed In-
dia Young Leader Dialogue, which he
said had established a direct channel be-
tween young people and policymaking.
Referring to Modi’s interaction with
youth on Swami Vivekananda’s birthday,

The Sports Minister also cited new op-
portunities for skill development, includ-
ing the Prime Minister’s Skills Develop-
ment Programme. He said such initia-
tives were opening new doors for young
Indians, combining career opportunities
with national service and encouraging
them to contribute their energy, ideas and
skills to the country’s future.

Muchova-Mensik beat Bencic-Cobolli
to clinch US Open mixed doubles title

NEW YORK

Jakub Mensik and Karolina
Muchova clinched the US
Open 2026 mixed doubles ti-
tle on Thursday after beating
Flavio Cobolli and Belinda
Bencic in the final at the Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium. The Czech
pair secured their first Grand
Slam title as a team, defeating
the Italian-Swiss duo in a one-
hour, 13-minute encounter,
6-3, 1-6, (10-6).

Mensik and Muchova teed
off well, holding their serves
to lead 2-1 before breaking
Bencic and Cobolli in the
fourth game, with the Swiss
player hitting wide. Bencic
and Cobolli fought back
strongly, holding to love in the

sixth game, but could not se-

cure the break as the Czech
pair won the opening set 6-3.

Bencic and Cobolli took the
break back in the second set
when the former hit a fore-
hand return winner, taking a
3-1 lead. Their impressive
comeback continued when
Cobolli consolidated on his
serve, before Mensik was bro-
ken. Bencic then served for
the second set and bagged it
6-1.

It went to a tiebreak, but the
Czech pair did enough to keep
their opponents at bay. They
led 9-5 before Mensik nailed
an ace to take the tiebreak and
clinch the US Open title. The
two had come into this game
on the back of a tiebreak win
over Mirra Andreeva and An-
drey Rublev in the semi-final.

I’'m a Manchester City guy, like the

Dinusha Frustrates India, Nears Century

way they play, says Rachin Ravindra

NEW DELHI

ed his support for the club.

New Zealand all-rounder Rachin
Ravindra has revealed his deep
admiration for Premier League

champions Manchester City, cit- ¥ 4
ing their controlling style of S

play as the main reason -

for his allegiance to the

English football giants.
Manchester City will

face Crystal Palace in

the Premier League Sea-

son 2026/27 on August 29

I like the way they play and
the style of football they
bring. Watching them is al-

seeing how they control
games,” Ravindra said to
JioStar.

.
“I’m a Manchester City guy. |
I’ve followed them for a while.

ways exciting, and [ enjoy “~

“I’ve had two incredible football experi-
ences. One of them made me a Manchester
City fan. They hosted me at the Etihad (Sta-

-_dium) for the first Premier League
~ game of last season against
Tottenham. We didn’t win,

!

- " <~ but it was still a great
g4 day
P “More recently, I

3 went to the Round of 16
~  match between Spain and
= Portugal in Dallas. That was
one of the best days of my life.
It might have been Ronaldo’s
last international game, which
was a bit sad, but it was special
- to be there,” he added.
Asked to identify a fellow in-
ternational cricketer with excep-
tional football skills, Welling-
ton-based Ravindra picked former
England fast bowler Chris Woakes to

¢

,"I/'
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Sonal Dinusha produced a dis-
play of patience and technique
on Thursday, guiding Sri Lan-
ka to 383/8 at tea against India
at the SSC Ground, leaving Sri
Lanka 170 runs ahead with the
final session to come.
Dinusha remained unbeaten
on 98 from 195 deliveries as
Sri Lanka resisted India’s at-
tempts to force a result on the
final day. India managed only
two wickets across the first
two sessions, allowing the
hosts to add 54 valuable runs
and strengthen their position.
After India made an early
breakthrough, Manav Suthar
dismissed Keshara Nuwantha,
but Dinusha continued to hold
the innings together. The left-
hander combined tight defence
with calculated attacking
strokes, repeatedly using

Jadeja provided India’s second

Recalling his experiences of watching
top-tier matches live at the stadium,
Ravindra, the attacking left-handed
batter who also bowls left-arm
orthodox spin, singled out a vis-
it to the Etihad Stadium as the
pivotal moment that cement-

role.”

captain a key defensive position.
“I’d say Chris Woakes. He would
make a very solid centre-back. He’s
good on the ball, comfortable under
‘ 5@3’ pressure, and reads the game well. 1
think he has the skills to play that

sweeps, reverse sweeps, late
cuts and paddles to counter In-
dia’s spinners.

Tailender Lahiru Kumara
offered crucial support, surviv-
ing 56 balls for an unbeaten
two. His stubborn resistance

frustrated India’s bowlers and
denied them the quick finish
they sought. Kumara also sur-
vived a close run-out opportu-
nity after a wide throw from

Prasidh Krishna, while an
edge off Saransh Jain went
through an unoccupied sec-
ond-slip region. Ravindra

H ’

Sri Lanka’s wicket of the session by dis-
) stubborn = Sri Lanka: 383/8 missing Prabath Jayasuriya for
resnstance. has put two, caught at slip. However,
India under ™ Overall lead: 170 runs Dinusha continued to manage
pressure, with = Sonal Dinusha: | 98 off 195* gle strike exlplerﬂy aé‘dlpun.ls}‘e

Sonal Dinusha . occasional loose deliveries.

m Lahiru Kumara: | 2 off 56* With the pitch offering lim-

unbeaten on 95% and Manav Suthar: m ited assistance, India’s bowlers
the hosts holdinga ™ Manav Suthar: | 3/105 struggled to create sustained
170-run lead. = RavindraJadeja: | 2/90 pressure despite changes and

close-in field placements. Di-
nusha now stands on the verge
of another century in the se-
ries, while Sri Lanka’s lead
has made the final session cru-
cial to the match’s outcome.

Tashkent to Host Key
APC Gathering

DUBAI . .
“We are delighted to confirm

“ Tashkent as the host of the

Mbappe hat-trick
powers Real Madrid

Tashkent, Uzbekistan, has been
selected to host the 2027 Asian

2027 APC Conference, Asian Awards
and General Assembly.”

past Real Sociedad

Paralympic Committee Confer-
ence, Asian Awards and General
Assembly, marking the first
time the Central Asian nation
will stage the APC’s flagship
gathering.

— Majid Rashed, APC President

“It is a great honour for
Uzbekistan and the city of
Tashkent to be selected to host the

The event is scheduled to take
place in November or December
2027, with the exact dates to be
announced later. Tashkent
emerged as the successful bid-
der following a competitive pro-
cess involving five National
Paralympic Committees from
across Asia.

The Uzbek capital secured the
support of a majority of voting
APC Executive Board Members
and Standing Committee Chair-
persons. The gathering is ex-
pected to bring together repre-
sentatives of all 45 Asian NPCs,
along with APC officials, ath-
letes, International Federations,
Games Organising Committees

2027 APC Conference, Asian Awards

and General Assembly.”

— Mukhtorkhon Tashkodjaev

and representatives of interna-
tional sports organisations.

The APC Conference will fea-
ture presentations, discussions
and workshops focused on Para
sport development across the
continent. The General Assem-
bly will then provide an oppor-
tunity for members of the Asian
Paralympic family to discuss
organisational and strategic mat-
ters and determine priorities for
the movement’s future.

Tashkent will also host the

Asian Awards, which will hon-
our individuals and organisa-
tions for notable achievements
and contributions to the Asian
Paralympic Movement since the
previous edition.

APC President Majid Rashed
congratulated Uzbekistan and
said the gathering would offer
stakeholders an important plat-
form to share knowledge and
collaborate on the development
of Para sport.

National Paralympic Commit-
tee of Uzbekistan President and
APC Vice President Mukhtork-
hon Tashkodjaev welcomed the
decision, calling it a great hon-
our for the country and its capi-
tal and thanking the APC and its
members for their trust.

MADRID

Kylian Mbappe scored a hat-trick as
Real Madrid beat Real Sociedad 4-1
at the Santiago Bernabeu in their first
home match of the LaLiga season.

Mbappe put Madrid ahead in the
40th minute before Luka Sucic lev-
elled four minutes later, but the
France forward restored the hosts’
lead on the hour and Vinicius Jr added
a third in the 68th before Mbappe
completed his treble 10 minutes from
time. It was also a winning return to
the Santiago Bernabeu for Jose
Mourinho, more than 13 years after
his previous home match in charge of
the club, as Real recovered from a
disjointed first half with a ruthless dis-
play after the break.

Madrid were jeered before halftime
after a sluggish opening in which they
looked short of rhythm, careless in
possession and vulnerable on the

counter-attack. “There’s always a
sense of justice in the boos and the
applause, and the odd boo now and
then doesn’t do anyone any harm — it
hel ps you grow,” Mourinho told a
press conference.

“We all know the Santiago Bern-
abeu and just how demanding the fans
are there, and I’'m very pleased with
how my players responded under
pressure and put in a great second
half, in which we could even have
scored more goals.” Sociedad carried
the sharper threat early on and almost
went ahead in the 10th minute when
Take Kubo interce pted a loose pass
near the edge of the box and slip ped
in Mikel Oyarzabal, whose close-
range effort was kept out by Thibaut
Courtois. The visitors went close
again in the 34th minute, Sergio Go-
mez flashing a fine volley just wide of
the far post, as the Bernabeu crowd
began to voice its frustration.

Croatia keeper Livakovic joins
Barcelona on four-year contract

il PHILADELPHIA vides further back-up.

DUBAI

United Arab Emirates (UAE) batter
Asif Khan has been handed a 15-month
ban from all cricket activities after test-

Barcelona have signed Croatia goalkeeper
Dominik Livakovic from Fenerbahce on a
four-year contract until 2030, the Spanish
champions said on Thursday. The 31-year-old
arrives as coach Hansi Flick strengthens his
goalkeeping options following Marc-Andre
ter Stegen’s loan move to Ajax Am-

——  sterdam earlier this month. Liva-
 kovic, who has signed for a fee of

" two million euros ($2.33 million)

plus half a million in add-ons ac-
cording to Marca, is ex-
pected to compete with
first-choice Joan Gar-
cia, while veteran Wo-
gt jciech Szcezesny pro-

The Croatian joins Barca after two seasons
at Fenerbahce, where he made 74 appearances
and kept 24 clean sheets. He previously had a
successful spell with Dinamo Zagreb, winning
multiple domestic titles before moving to Tur-
key in 2023.

A regular for Croatia since 2017, Livakovic
has represented his country at three World
Cups and two European Championships.

He becomes Barcelona’s sixth signing of the
transfer window following the arrivals of An-
thony Gordon, Karim Adeyemi, Jesse Bisiwu,
Rodri and Joao Cancelo.

Barca host Athletic Bilbao in LaLiga on Fri-
day after starting their title defence and bid for
a third successive crown with a 5-0 win at
Elche last weekend.

ing positive for a prohibited substance,
the International Cricket Council (ICC)
announced on Thursday.

Asif, 36, admitted to breaching Arti-
cle 2.1 of the ICC Anti-Doping Code
after an out-of-competition test on Sep-
tember 8, 2025, detected a metabolite
of mesterolone. Article 2.1 specifies
that an anti-doping violation occurs
when a prohibited substance, its metab-
olites, or markers are found in a crick-
eter’s urine or blood sample.

“Asif admitted the violation of Arti-
cle 2.1 of the ICC Anti-Doping Code
and accepted a 15-month period of in-
eligibility pursuant to a Case Resolution
Agreement entered into with the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and the

UAE batter Asif handed 15-month ban
after testing positive for banned substance

International Cricket Council (ICC).
“The player’s individual results from 8
September 2025 until his provisional
suspension on 29 December 2025 have
been disqualified, along with all result-
ing consequences, including the loss of
any medals, points, prize money or
prizes. There is no right of appeal under
the Case Resolution Agreement,” the
ICC said in its statement. Generally
found in urine samples, Mesterolone is
a synthetic anabolic-androgenic steroid
(AAS) that is banned by WADA both
in-competition and out-of-competition.

Asif is permitted to return to train-
ing at the UAE’s official facilities
from October 8, but will remain inel-
igible for competitive matches until
December 8. The right-handed batter
played domestic cricket in Pakistan
from 2007 to 2014 before moving to
the UAE in 2017 to pursue interna-
tional cricket.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

GLOBAL

FRIDAY » AUGUST 28, 202

ibcworldnews.com

Carrams pedestrians
in France, one
killed, 10 injured

Paris
A car deliberately rammed
into a group of pedestrians
outside the train station in
Caen, northern France, kill-
ing one person and injuring
10 others, local authorities
said. Seven injured people
were reported to be in criti-
cal condition, while three
others suffered serious in-
juries. The driver was ar- |
rested following the inci- ;
dent. Calvados prefect Da- |
vid Claviere said the sus- |
pect was a man bornin i
Russia and was not known |
to French intelligence ser-
vices. Police have launched
an investigation to deter-
mine the circumstances
and motive behind the in-
cident. Investigators are
examining CCTV footage
from the area as part of
their probe. Authorities
have not yet established
why the driver targeted the
pedestrians. Emergency
services rushed to the
scene and transported the
injured to nearby hospitals
for treatment. The investi-
gation remains ongoing.

22-year-old
college student shot
dead by police

Pennsylvania
A 22-year-old college stu-
dent was shot and killed
by police in Pennsylvania
after mistakenly going to
the wrong house, accord-
ing to his father. Glenwood
Pysher IV had been out
with friends and was re-
portedly waiting for them
to pick him up when police
arrived following a report-
ed break-in. Pysher had
apparently taken a wrong
turn and mistakenly ap-
proached a home he be-
lieved belonged to a friend.
His father said the student
had realised his mistake
and was waiting outside
when the incident oc-
curred. Police responded
to a 911 call reporting a
possible burglary at around
12:30 am on Sunday in Up-
per Pottsgrove Township,
northwest of Philadelphia.

Hindu priest
charged with sexuval
assaultin Canada

Toronto
A US-based Hindu priest
has been charged with
sexual assault in Canada
after allegedly telling a
woman that she was
possessed by evil spirits
and needed a special
healing ritual, police said.
Durham Regional Police
said officers responded to
a sexual assault report
near Harmony Road
North and Conlin Road
East on August 25. The
family had reportedly
hired Rajendranauth
Doodnauth Maraj, a trav-
elling priest from the US,
to conduct religious ser-
vices at their home. Ac-
cording to investigators,
Maraj allegedly used
claims about the woman
being possessed while
carrying out the ritual. Po-
lice have not released fur-
ther details about the al-
leged assault, and the ac-
cusations have not been
proven in court. Investiga-
tors believe there could
be other victims because
the priest travelled to dif-
ferent locations to pro-
vide his services.

A

The Bhote Koshi River valley catastrophe along the Ne-
pal-China (Tibet) border is one of the most devastating
cascading mountain hazards recorded in the region.
On August 26, a massive glacial collapse and ice-rock
avalanche high in the Himalayas triggered an inland
“tsunami of dirt”. A colossal mass of ice and rock broke
away from a glacier on the Tibetan side, falling roughly
1,200 meters to the valley floor. The force of the initial
impact was so immense that seismic monitoring equip-
ment initially registered it as a magnitude 4.4 to 5.2
earthguake before scientists confirmed it was entirely
gravity-driven. Lhende Khola River, a primary tributary of
the Bhote Koshi. Within minutes, the impounded water
and melting ice breached this unstable natural dam, re-
leasing a catastrophic, fast-moving surge downstream.

One of largest natural disasters
we have experienced: Nepal FM

KATHMANDU

Nepal Foreign Minister Sishir Khanal has de-
scribed the recent floods as one of the largest nat-
ural disasters experienced by the country, as au-
thorities intensify rescue and relief operations
across affected areas.

Khanal said the government was closely moni-
toring the situation and coordinating efforts to
reach communities hit by the devastating floods.
Rescue teams and security personnel have been
mobilised to search for missing people, evacuate
those stranded and provide emergency assistance
to affected families.

The minister said the scale of destruction had
created significant challenges for authorities, par-
ticularly in areas where .
roads, bridges and commu-
nication networks were
damaged. The government
is working to restore access
to affected communities and
ensure essential supplies
reach people in need.

Khanal also highlighted
the importance of coordina-
tion among government
agencies, local authorities
and humanitarian organisa-
tions during the emergency response. Officials are
assessing damage and identifying areas requiring
immediate assistance.

The flooding has caused deaths, displaced resi-
dents and damaged homes and infrastructure in
several parts of Nepal. Heavy monsoon rainfall has
increased the risk of further floods and landslides,
prompting authorities to maintain vigilance.

The government has appealed to people in vul-
nerable areas to follow safety instructions and co-
operate with rescue teams. Khanal said relief and
recovery efforts would continue as authorities
work to assess the full impact of the disaster.

About 170 kilometers d
levels in the downstream Trishuli river system rose by
7 to 9 meters in less than 30 minutes, carrying colos-

sal boulders, mud, and ripped-up trees. Entire villages,
market areas, highways, and bridges were completely

swallowed by mud. Ove

sides of the border. As th

"

Nuwakot:Survivors of devastating
floods in Nepal’s Nuwakot district
have described the destruction and
fear caused by the sudden surge of wa-
ter. Residents said homes were swept
away, belongings destroyed and fami-
lies forced to flee as floodwaters inun-
dated communities.

Several survivors said they had little
time to save themselves as the water
rapidly entered residential areas. One
resident described the devastation by
saying, “My house has sunk,” reflect-

NEPAL FLASH FLOODS

dead, and more than 1,460 remain missing across both

by trekkers and pilgrims, hundreds of missing individu-
als are foreign tourists from countries, including India,
the United States, Australia, the United Kingdom, and

Malaysia. The disaster directly struck a major transport,
trade, and tourism corridor between Kathmandu and

Lhasa. Crucial border infrastructure at Gyirong Port was
severely crippled by a massive multi-story mudslide.

Fldd srvivors recdlint ordealin NdWakt

o

ASH

own the valley floor, water

teams have deployed helicopters an
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

r 360 people are confirmed

e valley is heavily frequented
assistance as downstream regions i
destabilization of Himalayan glacie

mountain valleys increasingly vuln
unannounced, catastrophic

. KATHMANDU

EDINAFLASH

Downstream hydroelectric plants and border out-
posts were also destroyed. Emergency operations face
massive challenges as roads have been severed and
narrow river gorges are choked with several meters of
thick sludge. The Nepal Army and Chinese emergency

d rescue vessels.
also coordinat-

ed with Nepal to provide immediate humanitarian

n India brace for

shifting river swells. Scientists point out that while
the exact geological triggers take time to study, the

rs is accelerating

rapidly due to global climate change, leaving steep

erable to these
failures.

Lost 80: Sadhguru appeals for
~access to flood-hit Gyirong

along the Nepal-Tibet border.

; ed for, with communications dis
# | blocked.

{ had 34 men and 46 women,
i along with three volunteers and
i a doctor. He said embassies of
i countries whose citizens were
i part of the group had been in-
i formed about the situation.

i According to Sadhguru, the
group leader, Ishanga Praveen,
sent a message at 9.05 a.m. on
Wednesday saying the group
had reached the immigration
i facility. He said the flash flood
i struck around 9.14 am. The

. e i cerns that members may have been i

ing the scale of losses suffered by
families in the affected region. :

The flooding has left many people
struggling to find shelter and basic ne-
cessities. Residents said household :
possessions, food supplies and other
essential items were washed away, |
leaving families dependent on assis- :
tance. For survivors in Nuwakot, the :
immediate priority remains finding :
safe shelter, restoring basic services :
and rebuilding their lives after the sud- :
den destruction. i atives and assist wherever possible.

Sadhguru said he was trying to

a small team. He appealed to autho
and a few volunteers to reach Gyir
they would not interfere with resc

Spiritual leader Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev has sought per-
mission from authorities to travel to Gyirong in Tibet to
assess the situation following devastating flash floods

He said an 80-member group linked to the Isha Foun-
dation was caught in the disaster and remains unaccount-

rupted and roads

¢ Sadhguru said the group included participants from
i several countries, including the United States, Canada,
Australia, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Nepal,
i the Netherlands, New Zealand and Singapore. The group

i group’s subsequent lack of communication raised con-

nside the immigra-

tion building when the disaster occurred.

Sadhguru said there was still no official information
about the number of casualties on the Tibetan side. He
¢ estimated that the wider impact could involve more than
1,500 people. He also said a large part of the affected
town appeared to have been swept away, making it dif-
ficult to establish the scale of the destruction.

obtain permission

through Indian and Chinese authorities, with support
from the US embassy, to travel to the affected area with

rities to allow him
ong, stressing that
ue operations but

wanted to support families searching for missing rel-

North Korea condemns US arms sale to South

SEOUL

North Korea on Thursday
condemned the United States’
decision to approve the sale
of missiles and related mili-
tary equipment to South Ko-
rea, warning that it would re-
spond “strongly and immedi-
ately” to what it described as
hostile actions.

North Korea’s Foreign
Ministry criticised the
planned arms deal through
state media KCNA, saying
the move was contributing to
growing military tensions on
the Korean Peninsula. The
warning comes as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has re-
newed efforts to establish

Pyongyang: Criticized US
human rights funding.

Iran-Oman: Reached Strait
revenue understanding.

Strait Attack: Unidenti-
fied projectile hit tanker.

Nepal Floods: At least 160
dead in flash floods.

contact with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and indi-
cated that Kim had responded
to his outreach.

Pyongyang also criticised a
US plan to fund activities

aimed at documenting North
Korea’s human rights situa-
tion and collecting informa-
tion about the country. North
Korea described the initiative
as part of an effort to create
instability and undermine its
social system.

Meanwhile, Iran and Oman
have reportedly reached an
understanding on their respec-
tive shares of revenues linked
to the Strait of Hormuz, ac-
cording to Iran’s semi-official
Tasnim news agency. A Rev-
olutionary Guards spokesper-
son accused the US of ob-
structing negotiations and
causing delays.

In another development, an
unidentified projectile struck

a tanker in the Strait of Hor-
muz, sparking a fire that was
later extinguished. The UK
Maritime Trade Operations
agency said all crew members
were safe and accounted for,
with no reported environmen-
tal impact.Elsewhere, at least
160 people were confirmed
dead following flash floods in
Nepal and Tibet. The Bhote
Koshi River floods affected
areas in Nepal’s Rasuwa, Nu-
wakot and Dhading districts.
US Federal Reserve Gover-
nor Lisa Cook also said the
Trump administration has no
legal basis to remove her
from the central bank’s gov-
erning board, rejecting allega-
tions of mortgage fraud.

TIBETAN REPRESENTATIVES RAISE RIGHTS CONCERNS

GENEVA

Tibetan representatives have
raised concerns over the hu-
man rights situation in Tibet
ahead of the upcoming session
of the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC).
They urged the international
community to pay greater at-
tention to issues affecting Ti-
betans and called for stronger
discussion of their rights at the
global forum.

The representatives high-
lighted concerns related to
cultural identity, religious
freedom and the preservation
of the Tibetan language. They
also stressed the importance of
protecting Tibet’s cultural and
religious heritage and ensuring
that Tibetans can maintain their
traditions without restrictions.

The concerns were raised as
representatives prepared to en-
gage with diplomats, interna-
tional organisations and rights

groups ahead of the UNHRC
session. They said internation-
al attention was important for
keeping human rights issues in
Tibet on the global agenda.
Tibetan representatives also
called for meaningful engage-
ment on matters affecting the
Tibetan community. They
urged governments and inter-
national institutions to closely
monitor developments and en-
courage measures aimed at
protecting fundamental rights.

The upcoming UNHRC ses-
sion is expected to provide an
international platform for dis-
cussion of human rights con-
cerns from different regions.
Tibetan representatives said
they would use the opportuni-
ty to present their concerns
and seek greater international
support.

They maintained that sus-
tained engagement by the in-
ternational community could
help promote dialogue and

encourage greater respect for
human rights. The representa-
tives also stressed the need for
peaceful approaches to ad-
dressing longstanding con-
cerns involving Tibetans.

Their outreach comes amid
continuing international de-
bate over human rights, cul-
tural preservation and reli-
gious freedoms in Tibet, with
Tibetan groups seeking
greater attention from global
institutions.

NAME CHANGE

I, SYED MUNEER S/o SYED
HUSSAIN, residing at 14th Ward,
Near Khwaja Makhan, Nalbandwadi,
Ramanagara-562159, do hereby
declare that my wife's name has
been mentioned as BIBI HAJIRA
in certain records and documents.
Her correct and actual name
is SHAZIA only. Henceforth, she
shall be known and recognized by
the name SHAZIA for all legal,
official, personal and all other
purposes. BIBI HAJIRA and SHAZIA
refer to one and the same person.
Sworn before Ramanagara Notary
Puttaraju P., Date: 27.08.2026

CHANGE OF NAME

WE 1)CHANDU Aged 31 year 2)
SOUNDRYA TS Aged about 28
years residing of Nagalapura An-
janapura Post Kailancha Hobali
Ramanagara Taluk and Banglore
south distic do hereby declare
that have changed our daugh-
ter's name from YASHIKA C to
HEMALATHA C Vide Affudavite
Dated on 13 /08/2026 Sworn To
Be Before VINOD KUMAR .S
Advocated & notary Ramanagara
Banglore south distic

IN ORDER TO MAKE INDIAN FARMING GLOBALLY COMPETATIVE,M/S PIXELIN SCIENCES PRIVATE LIMITED BRINGS YOU THE
FOLOWING 100% WATER SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS AS PER THE ORDER DAT(DJAI‘O/ZOL’), IN PURSUANCE OF NOTIFICATION NOS.
$.0.1909 (E) 28TH DAY JULY, 2014 AND OTHER FOLLOWED BY §.0.2009 (E), 24TH OCT 2015, ISSUED BY MINISTERY OF
AGRICUL [( 1985) GOVT OF INDIA.
SNo NAMEOFTHEFERTILZER  SNo  NAMEOF THE FERTILIZER SNo  NAME OF THE FERTILIZER
[1][NPK 00:09:46 | [25][NPK 201617 |[49] [NPKSBMO 00:44:29:2:0.3
[ 2 | [N:P:K 00:12:45 [26 || NPK 22:05:18 50]| NPK 00:45:45: B 0.02 + TE
| 3 ||NPK 00:28:28 [27||NPK 27:14:08 51| NPK 08:16:24 + 10 CaO
[ 4 |[NPK 00:44:44 [28] [ NPK 12:61:00 52| NPK 08:24:24 + 4 MgO + 6S
[ 5 |[N:P:K 05:05:45 | [29]|NPK 17:14:09 53|| NPK 08:24:24 + MgO + 6S
| 6 ||NPK 06:12:36 [30| NPK 13:12:19 54||NPK 09:27:18: 7.5 S + 1 Mg
| 7 ||NPK 06:45:06 | 31| [NPK 00:37:37 55| NPK 10:50:10: B 0.02 + TE
| 8 ||[NPK 08:21:21 |32|[NPK 00:24:15 + TE _ [|56|| NPKZnB 12:00:35:01:0.3
| 9 |[NPK 08:05:29 |33|| NPK 13:12:19 + TE 57| NPK 12:08:24:10 CaO
10 | |NPK 08:21:21 34||NPK 17:14:09 + TE 58| NPK 14:11:22 + 8 CaO
[ 17| [NPK 09:08:28 | [35|[NPK 211216 + 25 ||59|| N:PK:B:S 15:2510:0.18
(12| [NPK 09:2814 [36] [NPK 121118 + 1Mg__||60|[NPK15:25:10 + 0.1 B + 8 S
|13 |[NPK 09:40:09 | |37]|NPK 09:08:28 +1Mg || 61 || NPK 18:46:00 + 1MgO +18
|14 ||NPK 10:26:26 |38||NPK 10:54:10 +1Mg ||62]| N:P:K:B 20:20:20:0.03
|15 | [N:P:K 10:44:10 |39 NPK 00:20:40 + 2 Mg || 63| N:P:K:B 30:10:10:0.03
|16 | [N:P:K 11:05:41 |40 NPK 09:08:28 +1Mg || 64|| NPK08:24:24+4MgO+6S
1 NPK 13.40.13 i NPKS 09:27:18:7.5 65|| NPK 12:06:22+12 CaO
|18 |[N:P:K 14:00:35 | |42|| NPK 10:00:40 + 2 Mg || 66 || NPK 21:21:21 + 1 Mg
19 [ [NPK 14:05:29 43| [NPK 11:44:11 + 1 Mg 67 || NPK 06:12:36 + 45 + 0.3 B + TE (Cotton)
[20][NPK 14:35:14 [44][NPK 1221118 + 2 Mg 68 || NPK10:30:20 + 0.1 B + TE (Sugarcane)
[21][N:P:K15:0010 | [45|[NPK1212:36 + 1Mg |[69|[ NPk 151030 + 4 5 + TE (Solanaceae)
[22][NPK 16:11:32 [46][NPK 15:05:10 + 1 Mg || 70| NPK 18:09:36: MgO 03: CaO 06 + TE
[23|[NPK17:00:32 [47] [NPKS 15:05:10:12 71 PECaGS NS
24{[NPK17:44:00 48| [NPK15:30:15 + 2 MgO |L_| 21-08-2026
In all the grades mentioned above. (a) Moisture is Maximum 0.5 percent (by weight); (b) Total Chloride is less than 0.5
percent (by weight); (c) Matter insoluble in water is less than 0.5 per cent (by weight); (d) Lead is less than 0.003 per cent
(byweight); () Cadmiumi ight); (1 ici (byweight).
M/s. Pixelin Sciences Private Limited, Plot No. 70, Sy. No. 228/9,
Kucharam Industrial Park, Kuchavaram(V), Manoharabad(M),
Medak District - 502336
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Yash's 'Toxic' opens big at Box
Office, falls short of KGF 2 record

ash-starrer Toxic: A
Fairy Tale for Grown-
Ups has made a strong

start at the Indian box office.
Directed by Geetu Mohandas,
the action thriller released in
theatres on August 26 after
months of anticipation.

Toxic earned around Rs
101.10 crore from 24,579
shows across India on Day 1.
The Hindi version led the over-
all collections with Rs 55
crore, while the Kannada ver-
sion contributed Rs 23.30
crore.

Hindi shows recorded over-
all occupancy of about 54 per
cent, with night shows report-
ing the strongest response.

However, Toxic could not
cross Yash’s biggest open-
ing-day record. KGF: Chapter
2, directed by Prashanth Neel,
earned Rs 116 crore on its first
day in India. Its Hindi version
collected Rs 53.95 crore, fol-
lowed by Telugu with Rs 26.4
crore, Kannada with Rs 22.85
crore, Tamil with Rs 7.9 crore
and Malayalam with Rs 4.9
crore.

Toxic stars Yash in the lead
and reportedly features him in
dual roles as Raya and Ticket.
Kiara Advani, Nayanthara,

Yash Says, I’'m
Responsible for
Audience Money

Yash has earlier said he
feels responsible for the
money audiences spend
on his films. Inan old
interview, he explained
that he wants viewers
to be entertained and
does not want to lose
their trust. The actor also
said he prefers working
closely with directors
and believes everyone
involved in a film shares
the responsibility of
delivering a good final
product.

Tara Sutaria, Huma Qureshi,
Rukmini Vasanth and Akshay
Oberoi are also part of the cast.

The film is produced by
Venkat K Narayana and Yash
under KVN Productions and
Monster Mind Creations. With
a strong opening and support
from fans, Toxic will now aim
to maintain its momentum in
the coming days.

Vijay Deverakonda’s Ranabaali

Set For O

ijay Deverakonda’s

Ranabaali will release
worldwide on October 16,
2026, during the Dussehra fes-
tive season.

Vijay Deverakonda has an-
nounced the theatrical release
date of his upcoming period
action drama Ranabaali. The
film will now arrive in cine-
mas worldwide on October
16, 2026, after previously be-
ing expected to release in Sep-
tember.

The actor shared a new
poster to announce the date. It
shows him in a rugged warrior
look, complete with a mous-
tache that suits the film’s his-
torical setting.

This OCT 16. Worldwide in
Cinemas near you.
RANABAALI, Vijay wrote
while sharing the poster on
social media.

The announcement received
an enthusiastic response from
fans, who expressed their ex-
citement for the actor’s up-
coming film.

Ranabaali is set in 19th-cen-
tury South India and covers
events between 1854 and
1878, during British colonial
rule.

The story explores resis-
tance against British econom-
ic exploitation, with drought-
hit regions forming an import-
ant part of its backdrop.
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Vijay plays the lead role of
Ranabaali. Rashmika Man-
danna stars opposite him as
Jayamma, his character’s
wife. The film marks their
third collaboration after
Geetha Govindam and Dear
Comrade.

Hollywood actor Arnold
Vosloo is also part of the cast.

He plays Sir Theodore Hector,
the main antagonist. Vosloo is
widely known for his role in
The Mummy.

Rahul Sankrityan is direct-
ing the film, while music has
been composed by Ajay-Atul.
The project is planned as a
pan-India release in several
languages.

Telugu Actor GV Narayana Rao Dies At 73

eteran Telugu actor GV

Narayana Rao passed
away at 73 after health issues,
leaving the film industry
mourning his loss.

Veteran Telugu actor and
producer GV Narayana Rao
died on Wednesday evening at
the age of 73. According to
reports, the actor had been
facing health problems for

some time. The Movie Artists
Association (MAA) also ex-
pressed grief over his death,
while several actors and film
personalities offered condo-
lences. Narayana Rao enjoyed
a career spanning nearly five
decades. Born in Kurumadda-
li village in Krishna district,
he received acting training at
the Madras Film Institute be-

fore entering the Telugu film
industry. He made his acting
debut with K. Balachander’s
Anthuleni Katha in 1976. His
performance earned him the
Nandi Award for Best Sup-
porting Actor. He later played
lead roles in films including
Muthyala Pallaki, Oka Oori
Katha, Chilakamma Cheppin-
di and Oorukichchina Maata.

Brad Pitt Returns
As Cliff Booth In
Hollywood
Sequel

rad Pitt will return as

Cliff Booth in the upcom-
ing sequel to Quentin Taranti-
no’s Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood.

Brad Pitt is set to reprise
his popular role as CIiff
Booth in the upcoming sequel
to Once Upon a Time in Hol-
lywood.

The new film, titled The
Further Mis-Adventures of
CIliff Booth, will be written
by Quentin Tarantino and di-
rected by David Fincher. The
makers have released the first
official teaser look for the
film.

While the initial teaser
does not show Pitt as £
Cliff Booth, the an-
nouncement confirms
his return to the char-
acter. The film is
scheduled to be re-
leased first in IMAX
on November 25.

The announcement
was shared on social
media with a picture
of Pitt sitting in hi
car as Booth, smok-
ing a cigarette
while driving.

THE FURTHER
MIS-ADVEN-
TURES OF CLIFF
BOOTH. Starring
Brad Pitt. Written
by Quentin Taranti-
no. Directed by Da-
vid Fincher. See it
first only in IMAX
on November 25,
the caption read.

The sequel was
first reported sever-
al months ago and
has since attracted
attention because
of the combination
of Tarantino’s writ-
ing and Fincher’s
direction.
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VIBE Drops First Song,

Promises Fun Romance

Klzmal Kemmu and Preity
inta’s upcoming film
VIBE has released its first
song, Raaton Mein Aana, giv-
ing audiences a glimpse of its
playful side. The song was
released on Thursday ahead of
the film’s release on Septem-
ber 18.

Composed and sung by
Amit Trivedi, Raaton Mein
Aana features lyrics by Ku-
maar. The track has a catchy
tune and teasing words, add-
ing a light mood to the ac-
tion-packed film. Tips Music
has presented the song.

The teaser, released earlier
this month, introduced Kem-
mu as Hardik and Sparsh
Shrivastava as Bugs.

Hardik and Bugs lead sim-
ple lives until they are pulled
into a dangerous mission to
protect the country. Neither is
trained to be a hero, but cir-
cumstances force them to face

a situation much bigger than
expected.

The film combines action,
comedy, romance and chaos
as Hardik and Bugs struggle
to survive while carrying out
their mission. Their friendship
is tested as they become in-
volved in a high-stakes situa-
tion.

Preity G Zinta plays an im-
portant role in the film. She
appears as a confident woman
who seems to be leading the
mission and gives directions
to the two unlikely heroes.

Kemmu has written and di-
rected VIBE and plays the
lead role. The cast includes
Zinta, Sparsh Shrivastava and
debutant Vanshika Dhir.

The film is produced by
Kemmu and Chirag Nihalani
under Drongo Films. VIBE is
an Amazon MGM Studios
film and will release in the-
atres on September 18.

Last Manin Tower
Teaser Shows
Community
Conflict

anoj Bajpayee’s new

film explores resistance,
family, community and diffi-
cult choices through one re-
tired teacher.

The teaser of Manoj Ba-
jpayee-starrer Last Man in
Tower was released on Thurs-
day, ahead of its theatrical
release on September 11. Di-
rected by Ben Rekhi, the film
is based on Aravind Adiga’s
novel of the same name.

The story follows Masterji,
a retired schoolteacher whose
decision to oppose his com-
munity creates tension among
the residents around him. The
film explores how people re-
act when they receive a
life-changing offer and must
make difficult choices about
their homes, relationships and
future.

The film marks the first on-
screen collaboration between
Bajpayee and Boman Irani.
Divya Dutta and Sukant Goel
also play key roles.

The screenplay has been
written by Sooni Taraporevala,
while Juhi Chaturvedi has
written the Hindi dialogues.
Rekhi said bringing the film to
life was a deeply fulfilling ex-
perience and praised the work
of the entire team. He said Ba-
jpayee and Irani, working to-
gether for the first time, bring
great strength to the story.

black and white.

Daayra took my creativity to areas I have nev-
er explored before. It took my social awareness
to reaches I didn’t know I had, she said.

Kareena plays DCP Ajooni Kohli, while Prith-
viraj Sukumaran plays DCP Raman Kumar. She
described the casting of the two actors from Hin-
di and Malayalam cinema as a dream opportuni-
ty. At its core, Daayra is only about duality.
Ajooni and Raman are the Ying and Yang of
Daayra, Kareena said.

She described Ajooni as calm and difficult to
read, while Raman carries controlled anger. The
actress said the film draws inspiration from sev-
eral true events across India.

Kareena Says Daayra Reveals
Mumbai’s Unseen Side

Kareena Kapoor says Daayra helped her dis-
cover unfamiliar places and explore new
creative and social ideas.

Actress Kareena Kapoor Khan has opened up
about her experience of working on Daayra, say-
ing the film showed her a side of Mumbai she
had never explored before. Born and raised in the
city, Kareena said she believed she knew most
parts of Mumbai before working on the film.

I was born in Mumbai. Having lived here all
my life, I thought I knew most of the city. But the
journey of Daayra took me to unseen and unvis-
ited places, she said.

Kareena added that the film also challenged her
creatively and changed the way she looked at so-
ciety. As a sociology student, she said she under-
stood that life cannot always be divided into
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Rﬁjinikanth
as con-
firmed that Jail-

er 2 shooting is
complete, while Dharman con-

tinues, keeping his film lineup on
track.

Superstar Rajinikanth has con-
firmed that shooting for Jailer 2
has been completed, while work
on his next project, Dharman, is
underway. He also revealed that
he will share the screen with Ka-
mal Haasan in another film.

Rajinikanth recently spoke
briefly to the media about his
upcoming projects. Asked about
his film commitments, the actor

gave an update on his schedule.

Jailer 2 shooting over. Dhar-

man shoot is going on. Kamal

is producing the film. We are

«. acting together in Red Giant.
y, That’s it, Rajinikanth said.

"~ The update has excited

fans, who praised the veteran

pharma

Rajinikanth Confirms Jailer 2

n Continues

actor for continuing to work on sev-
eral major projects. Fans expressed
excitement about his upcoming re-
leases on social media.

Jailer 2 brings Rajinikanth back
as Muthuvel Pandian. The sequel is
directed by Nelson Dilipkumar and
follows the success of the first Jail-
er. The film is scheduled to release
in theatres on October 15, 2026.
With filming completed, promo-
tional activities are expected to be-
gin soon.

The first single, Ala Bolelo, was
released recently. Composed by An-
irudh Ravichander, the upbeat
dance number features Rajinikanth
and actress Shamna Kasim, also
known as Purnaa. The nearly
four-minute lyrical video combines
Tamil and Malayalam musical ele-
ments.

Rajinikanth’s confirmation has
added to the excitement around his
packed lineup. With Jailer 2 ready
and Dharman moving ahead, fans
are eagerly waiting for more up-
dates about both projects and his
collaboration with Kamal Haasan.
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