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CM brokers breakthrough
in cane price dlspute

Final electorate falls to 4.54 crore from 5.5 crore; final list out amld intense protests by Oppn parties.

BENGALURU

Those left out in final list

BELAGAVI

Chief Minister D K Shivaku-

Karnataka's final electoral roll can apply again: CEO mar on Tuesday said the state

after the Special Intensive Revi- ; Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief | government and sugarcane

sion (SIR) process was pub- R 2 ———t S Election Officer (CEO) V An- farmers had moved close to an

lished on Tuesday, with the state i = : /! bukkumar on Tuesday said agreement following extensive :
losing about 99,76 lakh voters (AT AT IO TS T BREAK-UP AT (s ool cloctorsl ol flose. | discussions involving farmer | il meet Pralhad Joshi and

from its original electorate of

leaders, legislators, ministers,

e , discuss with him. The Central
5,54,32,314 (5.5 crore), bringing Pre-SIR 5 54 32 314 (g ed applications received, sugar factory representatives Cabinet has to take this
the total electorate to electorate (5. 54 cr) P notices issued and hearlngs and government officials over decision. | hope they will also

completed during the understand the problem of the

4,54,55,689 (4.54 crore).
About 86.56 lakh of these vot-

4,55,00

I Female MY Third-gender
011 2 zs 40,493 2,29.12,355

-,95

revision exercise. Ad-

the sugarcane pricing issue.
He told reporters here that

farmers and they will come out

i Post-SIR _ , . ;
ers are in the 20-29 age group, 2, 841 ' dressingthe media | the sugar factories had agreed withaformula.
while the number of new voters electorate (4. 55 crs 25 ¢1) '(2.29.cr) '~ here on Tuesday, to abide by the rate fixed fol- DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister
stands at 6.83 lakh AGE GROUP-WISE BREAKDOWN ~ hesaidthosenot | lowing the discussions and  pFyAIIS OF NEGOTIATIONS
e Special Intensive Revi 0 :Ilelt . 99,32,303 ~r= v T includedin thellst | Mmke he subscquent payments - pargants: o 10 gl
i : g MLAs and MPs), 9 ministers, =
all 224 Assembly constituencies e R (99.32 lakh) aw 6.83 lakh | m 3.92 lakh “The Z?euclfoigp rtclJTlLE ;?1 ig;n)l_y. sising the government’s posi- gentaiiegs of 7;)5U8?fl?lasc'fef:;£r;ir?

in Karnataka. Enumeration
forms were generated for the 5.54
crore electors whose names were

BREAK-UP OF VOTER DELETIONS

tinuous updation; any eligible
person can continue to apply

tion, he said the welfare and
survival of farmers remained
its priority.

nance officials, and farmer leaders
from across Karnataka attended the
talks at Suvarna Vidhana Soudha and
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Of these, 4,46,35,975 electors, or 80.62 lakh 16.39 lakh 7 lakh 3.83 lakh 1.08 crore have been left out of the final whatever is to be given after Core agreement: Both sides reached

80.52%, submitted their forms to
Booth Level Officers (BLOs).

The remaining 1,07,96,339
electors, whose enumeration
forms were not submitted, were
not included in the draft elector-
al roll, and electors were catego-
rised under absent, permanently
shifted, deceased and duplicate.

Of those not enumerated,
65,45,679 were categorised as
permanently shifted, 19,00,926
as absent, 16,39,864 as deceased
and 7,09,870 as already enrolled
elsewhere or duplicate.

The Draft Electoral Rolls
were published on August 24,
2026, with a total of 4,46,80,151
electors. During the claims and
objections period, the election
authorities recorded 10,08,038

roll, apply using Form 6.

additions, 1,88,324 deletions and
8,96,519 modifications or cor-
rections. Of the 43,82,824 notic-
es generated, 61,867 electors
were marked ineligible for inclu-
sion in the final roll.

Women account for
2,29,12,355 general electors,
while men account for
2,25,40,493. There are 2,841
electors listed under the category
of others. In the final list, about
86.56 lakh of these voters are in
the 20-29 age group, while the
number of new voters stands at
6.83 lakh.

The number of young electors
aged 18-19 increased from

3,70,341 in the draft roll to
6,83,364 in the final roll, an in-
crease of 3,13,023. The final roll
also includes 5,65,340 electors
with disabilities and 3,92,134
electors aged 85 and above.

The number of polling sta-
tions has increased from 59,050
to 60,923. They comprise 21,862
urban and 39,061 rural polling
stations.

Electors can check their
names in the final roll through
the Karnataka Chief Electoral
Officer website, ceo.karnataka.
gov.in, or download it from the
Election Commission’s voter
services portal.

'1 Noeligible voter should be excluded
from democratic process: CM

Belagavi: Reacting to the massive deletion of voters,
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar on Tuesday said no eligi-
ble voter should be excluded from the dem-

ocratic process and urged people to check
the final list and verify their names. He told
reporters that the state government would

~

examine possible action over the alleged

misuse of Form 7 applications. “Whatev-
erillegal activities have been carried out by
opposition parties through Form 7 applications
have to be made very clear,” he said, adding that the
government would examine the available options. '

that fixation, our factories have
agreed to it. For the govern-
ment, farmers are more import-
ant than anyone; they must
survive — that is the decision.
So we all sat and discussed for
two days. They have asked for
two more days; they have
come close to an agreement.
Today we have come to a hap-
py ending. In two more days
they themselves will discuss
and come to a decision.”

He added that the discus-
sions had brought the stake-
holders close to a resolution,
with farmers and sugar factory
representatives expected to
meet again within two days to
reach a decision. He further
stated that the next meeting

an agreement in principle on a pricing
mechanism tied to the Centre's deci-
sion on the Minimum Selling Price
(MSP) of sugar.

Next steps: Farmer representatives
and factory owners are taking two
days to discuss the proposal internally
before announcing their final decision.

Centre’s involvement: Shivakumar
plans to meet Union Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution Pralhad Joshi to press for a revi-
sion of the sugar MSP and address
broader pricing constraints.

could take place in Belagavi or
Bengaluru, depending on their
convenience and assured farm-
ers of the government’s contin-
ued support. “We have come
very close to resolving this as
soon as possible.”
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'R. Ashoka demands probe into
| waste transfer tenders

Leader of the Opposition R. Ashoka demanded a Lokayukta probe
into alleged multi-crore waste transfer tender irregularities.

Supreme Court |
cancels 1988 land
acquisition

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Supreme Court has
cancelled the acquisi-
tion of nearly 60 acres

of land in Nelakadirena-
halli, Yelahanka taluk,

which began back in

1988 for a housing soci-
ety. A bench of Justices

J.B. Pardiwala and K. Vi-

nod Chandran called the
process a fraud driven
by an abuse of power,
noting it lacked proper
government approval.
The court ordered that
ownership be returned
to original landowners,
who must refund their
compensation without

interest. Properties with
unpaid compensation
will be auctioned, with
proceeds helping vic-
tims. Furthermore, the
court fined the coopera-
tive society and award-
ed costs to petitioners.

Bengaluru air
quality drops to
poor levels

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Air quality across Karna-
taka worsened on Tues-
day, with Bengaluru re-
cording moderate to poor
pollution levels. Heavy ve-
hicular traffic and dust
pushed the Air Quality In-
dex between 140 and 160
in busy industrial and
transit zones like Silk
Board and Peenya. Mean-
while, residential areas
like Jayanagar and BTM
Layout experienced mod-
erate air quality. Other cit-
ies fared better, as Mysuru
and Mangaluru main-
tained healthy air condi-
tions. Due to the rising
pollution, health experts
advise senior citizens and
people with respiratory
conditions to limit out-
door activities and wear
protective masks during
peak morning hours.

Drunk driver drags
young cook to death

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A tragic road rage incident
near Electronics City
claimed the life of a

25-year-old cook named

Ranjit Kumar Sahu. After
a late-night argument
over dangerous driving,
the victim got trapped
beneath a Maruti Swift

Dzire. The terrified driver
dragged him for about

150 metres before fleeing

the scene. Police arrested

three suspects, Ajay Rabi-
das, Sajal Namashudra
and Bijon Roy, who con-
fessed to driving under
the influence of alcohol
during the festival cele-
brations. Authorities
tracked them down using
local clues and technical
support. A massive man-
hunt is currently under-
way to capture the ab-
sconding car owner.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political friction across Kar-
nataka intensified significant-
ly as Leader of the Opposition
in the Legislative Assembly
R. Ashoka dispatched a for-
mal, high-level letter to Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
demanding a thorough and
independent investigation by
the Lokayukta into alleged
multi-crore financial irregu-
larities surrounding waste
transfer station tenders within
Bengaluru.

The controversy centers on
a massive Rs 133 crore waste
management tender package
floated under the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
/ Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Limited
(BSWML) framework. Asho-
ka charged the state adminis-
tration with violating core
statutory criteria, bypassing
mandatory financial safety
protocols, and favoring inel-
igible corporate entities.
Highlighting documents pre-
viously released during an
emergency press conference,
the senior Bharatiya Janata
Party leader pointed out that
work orders and Letters of
Acceptance (LoA) were is-
sued to private contractors in
explicit defiance of caution-
ary directives issued by the

State Finance Department.

At the core of the opposi-
tion’s corruption allegations is
the inexplicable waiver and
failure to collect mandatory
additional security deposits.
According to tender specifica-
tions, Package-2 carried an
estimated cost of Rs 55.4
crore, requiring an additional
security deposit of approxi-
mately Rs 6.79 crore, while
Package-5 mandated an addi-
tional deposit of nearly Rs
5.99 crore.

Ashoka questioned how the
administration bypassed col-
lecting over Rs 12 crore in
statutory security deposits
from a firm whose prior annu-
al turnovers were minimal.

Furthermore, the opposition
leader alleged that tenders en-
compassing 21 distinct pack-
ages were rushed through
hurriedly without securing
land clearances, technical fea-
sibility reports, or conducting
fair rate negotiations with oth-
er eligible bidders.
Demanding immediate ad-
ministrative intervention,
Ashoka has urged the Chief
Minister to seize all files per-
taining to the disputed pack-
ages, cancel the compromised
tender agreements outright,
and initiate criminal proceed-
ings against officials and po-
litical actors found complicit.
The escalating row over mu-
nicipal waste handling adds

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Financial lapses: additional
security deposits on Packages 2
and 5 were bypassed, defying
caution notes from the State
Finance Department

Eligibility: the tender went toa
firm whose prior annual
turnover was minimal

Site planning: tenders for 21
packages were floated before
land parcels or feasibility were
assessed

mounting pressure to the state
government as urban civic in-
frastructure projects face in-
tense public and legislative
scrutiny.

CCB faces obstacles over
missing hardware

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The high-stakes Central Crime
Branch (CCB) investigation
into the explosive political
“sting operation” targeting
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah has hit a major road-
block, as investigating officers
struggle to locate and recover
two critical “mother devices”
central to unravelling the con-
spiracy.

According to senior police
sources, the primary hardware
used to capture and dissemi-
nate the clandestine footage,
specifically the original mo-
bile phone and camera utilized
to record the sting, alongside
the handset used to upload the
sensitive video files, remains
untraced. Investigators re-
vealed that an individual
named Prashanth has been
subjected to four separate
rounds of intense interrogation
by the CCB. However, he has
consistently denied any per-
sonal involvement or knowl-
edge regarding the recordings,
persistently claiming he did
not execute the operation. His
evasive responses and unco-
operative stance have severely
hampered investigative mo-
mentum.

Simultaneously, journalists
implicated in the wider con-
troversy have been sum-
moned and interrogated on
six occasions. While techni-
cal specialists have success-
fully secured vital digital
footprints, including the In-
ternational Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI) numbers as-

sociated with the apparatus,
senior officers stressed that
recovering the physical hard-
ware is legally and forensical-

The CCB’s high-profile
sting operation
investigation faces
roadblocks as officers
struggle to locate
crucial mother devices
and phones, hampering
crucial forensic
evidence recovery.

ly essential. Without the orig-
inal mother devices secured
before the formal filing of the
chargesheet in court, prosecu-
tors fear facing severe evi-
dentiary obstacles during trial
proceedings.

The investigation previous-
ly led authorities to Delhi,
where a second-hand mobile
phone dealer named Ritesh
Pandey was detained and
questioned. Investigators dis-
covered that Pandey had pro-
cured and handed over the
used handset utilized by the
accused individuals to exe-
cute the covert recording. Al-
though Pandey was subse-
quently released on bail, on-
going inquiries are heavily
reliant on leads extracted
from his interrogation. As the
CCB intensifies its citywide
and interstate manhunt for the
missing hardware, the failure
to recover the primary record-
ing devices continues to pose
a formidable challenge to the
high-profile state probe.

Pollution

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Alarming health findings re-
leased in Karnataka’s capital
have underscored the heavy
toll that rising air pollution is
exacting on Bengaluru’s
frontline workforce. Compre-
hensive medical screenings
conducted across more than
11,000 city personnel re-
vealed that an overwhelming
45% of civic workers (poura-
karmikas) and 28% of traffic
police officers are suffering
from significantly reduced
lung function and severe pul-
monary impairments.

harmmg

The critical data emerged
during a high-level roundta-
ble discussion hosted by the
‘VAAYU’ clinic, focusing
intensely on occupational
health hazards driven by ve-
hicular exhaust and airborne
dust. The screenings high-

lighted widespread respirato-
ry distress across multiple
exposed professions: in addi-
tion to civic workers, nearly
29.5% of Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) operational staff and
15% of construction laborers

Reduced lung function
share of workers screened

45%

onstruction workers
15%

Figures: screening of 11,000+ city workers

exhibited clear symptoms of
lung-related decline. Medical
specialists noted that constant
exposure to dense traffic cor-

ridors, heavy particulate mat-
ter, and vehicular emissions
is systematically eroding the
respiratory health of workers
stationed outdoors.

Beyond pulmonary damage,
renowned cardiologists Dr.
C.N. Manjunath and Dr. Vivek
Jawali raised grave concerns
regarding the systemic cardio-
vascular impacts of toxic air.
They pointed out an alarming
rise in heart attacks and
strokes among younger demo-
graphics across the metropo-
lis, directly linking chronic
inhalation of polluted air to
acute cardiac risks.

Bengaluru’s frontline workers: Reports

In response to these find-
ings, health experts and med-
ical professionals have urged
the state government and mu-
nicipal authorities to imple-
ment immediate protective
interventions. Key recom-
mendations include resched-
uling the shift hours of poura-
karmikas and traffic personnel
to avoid high-pollution peak
traffic windows, making the
regular wearing of specialized
anti-pollution masks strictly
mandatory, and instituting
routine, mandatory annual
health check-ups for all out-
door frontline personnel.

Girder work disrupts trains to Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Rail commuters traveling
across Karnataka face signif-
icant travel disruptions on
October 27 and 28 as South
Western Railway undertakes
critical engineering works.
Authorities have scheduled
heavy composite girder in-
stallation at level crossing
number 88 situated between
Tiptur and Honnavalli Road
stations in Tumakuru dis-
trict.

The essential infrastruc-
ture upgrade requires total
power block and track sus-
pension, forcing railway of-
ficials to fully cancel several
passenger services, divert
major express routes, and
reschedule departure timings
for multiple trains connect-
ing to Bengaluru.

Several daily passenger
services have been com-
pletely pulled off the tracks.
Trains fully cancelled on
October 27 include the Ar-
sikere to KSR Bengaluru
Passenger, the KSR Bengal-
uru to Channapatna Passen-
ger, the return Channapatna
to KSR Bengaluru service,

Line block
4
passenger trains cancelled on

Oct 27

140 min

Talaguppa-KSR Bengaluru
Express delay, Oct 28

120 min

Vasco da Gama-Yesvantpur
Express delay, Oct 27

and the KSR Bengaluru to
Arsikere Passenger. Addi-
tionally, MEMU services
operating between Yelah-
anka and Arsikere are can-
celled on October 28. Pas-
sengers relying on these
local commuter links have
been advised to seek alter-
native road transport.

Long-distance and inter-
city express routes face
major diversions, bypass-
ing key commercial hubs.
The Shivamogga Town to
KSR Bengaluru Jan Sha-
tabdi Express is rerouted
via Arsikere, Hassan,
Nelamangala, and Yes-
vantpur, skipping sched-
uled stops at Tiptur and
Tumakuru.

Similarly, the KSR Ben-
galuru to Hubballi Jan
Shatabdi Express on Octo-
ber 28 will run through
Nelamangala and Hassan.
Other affected services, in-
cluding the KSR Bengalu-
ru to Hosapete Passenger
and the Puducherry to Da-
dar Express, are diverted
via alternative corridors,
omitting multiple regular
halts in Tumakuru district.

Furthermore, departure
schedules for select out-
bound trains have been sig-
nificantly delayed to absorb
line congestion.

The Vasco da Gama to
Yesvantpur Express leaving
on October 27 is delayed by
120 minutes. On October 28,
the Talaguppa to KSR Ben-
galuru Express will depart
140 minutes late, while the
Chikkamagaluru to Yesvant-
pur Express is delayed by
one hour.

Railway authorities have
urged all passengers to dou-
ble-check their train status
and updated routing details
before heading toward rail-
way stations to avoid incon-
venience.

BIP LEADERSHIP DEBF

KEA ends medical, dental allotment;
191 MBBS seats vacant

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Marking the historic conclu-
sion of an intensely protracted
and complex admissions cy-
cle, the Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) offi-
cially released the final seat
allotment results for the fourth
stray vacancy round covering
medical and dental undergrad-
uate courses. Despite stretch-
ing the administrative machin-
ery to unprecedented lengths
by conducting two separate
counseling rounds within a
single day on October 26, of-
ficials confirmed that exactly
191 medical seats remain un-
allocated as the academic por-
tal closes.

The marathon counseling
session was necessitated by
strict adherence to final ad-
mission deadlines mandated

MBBS seats left vacant

7

rounds of seat
allotment

84

medical seats filled on
Oct 26

by the Medical Counselling
Committee (MCC), alongside
continuous appeals from anx-
ious parents and aspiring stu-
dents. Addressing the media,
KEA Executive Director H.
Prasanna noted that the cur-
rent academic year estab-
lished a rare administrative
milestone, requiring an ex-
haustive seven rounds of seat
allotment, the highest number
recorded in recent history. To
clear the remaining backlog,
authorities opened a final op-
tion-entry window, executing
two rapid-fire rounds. The
morning session successfully
distributed 62 medical and six
dental seats, while the eve-
ning round accounted for an
additional 22 medical and five
dental allotments.

A notable silver lining in
the final intake figures is the
complete saturation of dental
programs across the state. Ex-

ecutive Director Prasanna
confirmed that all available
dental seats have been suc-
cessfully filled, leaving zero
vacancies in BDS courses
statewide. However, despite
conducting multiple mop-up
and stray vacancy phases, the
final tally of vacant MBBS
seats stands at 191.

KEA officials clarified that
the entire state-level medical
and dental admission process
for the academic year 2026 is
officially concluded. Never-
theless, authorities indicated
that if the national Medical
Counselling Committee
grants a special extension or
permits a further mop-up win-
dow to absorb leftover slots,
the KEA remains fully pre-
pared to conduct supplemen-
tary rounds to allocate the
remaining medical seats to
eligible candidates on the
waiting list.

Internal power struggles: K’taka BJP leadership debate

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political corridors across Kar-
nataka are abuzz with intense
speculation as internal discus-
sions regarding a comprehen-
sive organizational overhaul
gather momentum within the
state unit of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP). With critical
urban local body elections
and the high-stakes 2028 Leg-
islative Assembly elections
fast approaching, senior party
factions are intensely debat-

ing whether to retain incum-
bent State President B.Y. Vi-
jayendra or transition toward

new leadershlp to revitalize
the party’s electoral machin-
ery.

Internal friction and fac-
tional maneuvering have
placed the state leadership at
a strategic crossroads. While
supporters credit Vijayendra
with maintaining organiza-
tional outreach, mounting
dissent among rival factions
and concerns over cohesive
electoral mobilization have
prompted high-level deliber-
ations. Party insiders indicate

that the month of November
will likely prove decisive,
with the central high com-
mand expected to review or-
ganizational structures fol-
lowing upcoming legislative
and local governance mile-
stones.

Adding fuel to the ongoing
speculation, state president
Vijayendra recently engaged
in a notable interaction with
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal, the
prominent and frequently crit-
ical MLA. The meeting be-

Potential successors

Union Minister and veteran leader
with administrative experience and
influence across regional ommunities

Arvind Bellad

Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly, with an articulate legislative
presence and organizational backing

Murugesh R. Nirani

Former minister and industrialist
with strong support among
Lingayats in northern Karnataka

tween the two leaders instant-
ly triggered immense curiosi-
ty and debate across party
circles, especially given Yat-
nal’s vocal stance regarding
organizational restructuring.
Should the central leader-
ship decide to usher in a fresh
face to replace Vijayendra,
several prominent names have
emerged as frontrunners with-
in internal party discussions.
Key prospective candidates
being widely cited by political
analysts include Union Min-

ister V. Somanna, a seasoned
leader with extensive admin-
istrative experience; Arvind
Bellad, the combative Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in
the Assembly; and former
Minister Murugesh R. Nirani.
As lobbying intensifies in
Bengaluru and New Delhi, all
eyes remain fixed on the cen-
tral high command’s impend-
ing decisions to balance re-
gional equations and unify the
cadre ahead of the 2028 elec-
toral battle.




CITYSHILIGHTS

KALABURAGI

KALABURAGI

WEDNESDAY » OCTOBER 28, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

BJP Protests over
Mallikarjun Kharge’s
remarks against
PM Modi

CHNEWS, KALABURAGI
BJP workers staged a pro-
test at SVP Circle against
AICC president Mallikar-
junKharge’'s remarks con-
cerning Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, demand-
ing an immediate apology.
The protest was led by BJP
MLC N Ravikumar, with
party workers raising slo-
gans against Kharge and
expressing their outrage
over his statement.
Addressing the protest,
BJP leaders alleged that
the Congress and its presi-
dent were unable to toler-
ate the achievements of
Prime Minister Modi. They
criticised Kharge’s remarks
and demanded that he
withdraw his statement
and apologise to the Prime
Minister. The BJP leaders
warned that failure to
apologise could trigger
widespread protests
across the country.
I

Sugarcane crop
destroyed due to fire

CHNEWS, BIDAR
More than an acre of sug-
arcane crop belonging to

farmer Kashamma of
Yarabag village in Basa-
vakalyan taluk was gutted
in a fire suspected to have
been caused by an electri-
cal short circuit. The sug-
arcane crop, which was
ready for harvesting, was
completely burnt, causing
losses estimated at sever-
al lakh rupees to the farm-
er’'s family. According to
preliminary information,
the fire broke out follow-
ing a suspected short cir-
cuit in an electrical con-
nection. The incident has
dealt a severe blow to the
farmer, who was expect-
ing returns from the ma-
ture crop. Farmers have
urged the government to
assess the damage and
provide appropriate com-
pensation to Kashamma
to help her recover from
the financial loss.

PM Highlights Kalaburagi
Toor Dal’s Recognition

GI-TAGGED PULSE FROM KALYANA KARNATAKA SHOWCASES THE
POTENTIAL OF LOCAL PRODUCTS IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The famed toor dal of Kala-
buragi, widely known as the
‘ThogariKhanaja’ (treasure
trove of toor dal), has gained
international recognition, with
its growing presence in over-
seas markets receiving a spe-
cial mention by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in his
monthly radio programme,
Mann Ki Baat.

Highlighting the success of
local products reaching global
markets, Modi cited Kalabur-
agi'stoor dal as an example of
how region-specific agricul-
tural products can gain wider
recognition through quality
and promotion.Kalaburagi
district, located in the Kalya-
na Karnataka region, is re-
nowned for its toor dal pro-
duction. The region's distinc-
tive agricultural produce has
received the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag, recognis-
ing its identity and association
with the area.

According to available nu-
tritional data, Kalaburagitoor
dal contains approximately
18-23 per cent protein. The
nutritional composition of
100 grams of the dal grown in
the region has been reported
as 22.30 grams of protein,
1.70 grams of fat, 3.50 grams
of minerals, 57.60 grams of
carbohydrates, 335 kilocalo-
ries of energy and 73 milli-
grams of calcium.

The region's soil characteris-
tics, including the presence of
limestone, are considered
among the factors associated
with the distinctive qualities of
its agricultural produce. Toor
dal is also an important source
of dietary protein and other nu-
trients.Apart from Kalaburagi,
toor dal is cultivated exten-
sively in Bidar, Yadgir, Vijay-
apura and other districts of
Karnataka. The crop plays a

significant role in the liveli-
hoods of farmers and contrib-
utes to meeting the country's
demand for pulses.The Prime
Minister's mention has brought
renewed attention to the re-
gion's agricultural potential
and the prospects of expanding
markets for its produce.
Meanwhile, dal mill traders
in Kalaburagi have called on
the Union Government to take
measures to protect domestic
pulse growers from the im-
pact of foreign imports. They
have urged the Centre to reg-
ulate pulse imports appropri-
ately and encourage farmers
to cultivate quality pulses,
ensuring better market oppor-
tunities for domestic produce.
Traders believe that stron-
ger policy support, improved
market access and sustained
promotion of Gl-tagged agri-
cultural products could help
farmers and processors bene-
fit from the growing demand
for Indian pulses in domestic
and international markets.

Midday Meal Grains Yet to Reach
Schools Even After Dasara Vacation

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Even after schools reopened
following the Dasara vacation,
essential food grains required
for the midday meal scheme
have not reached several gov-
ernment schools in Afzalpur
taluk, creating difficulties for
headmasters in ensuring unin-
terrupted meals for students.
Shrikant Kachapur, taluk pres-
ident of the State Non-Gradu-
ate Primary School Headmas-
ters' Association, said the de-
lay in supplying food grains
had affected preparations for
the midday meal programme
at several schools. He said
many schools in the taluk had
faced shortages of food grains
in September. The concerned

Akshara Dasoha officials had
been contacted and requested
to ensure supplies. Headmas-
ters had expected the food
grains to arrive during the
Dasara vacation, but some
schools were still waiting even
after classes resumed. With stu-
dents returning to classrooms,
schools require adequate
stocks of rice, wheat and cook-
ing oil to prepare midday
meals. The delay has made it
difficult for headmasters to
manage kitchen operations
smoothly, Kachapur said.

Egg prices add to
financial burden
The cost of procuring eggs
and bananas for students has
also become a challenge for

headmasters. While the gov-
ernment has fixed the amount
payable for an egg at %6, the
market price is around X8,
leaving schools to bear an ad-
ditional expense.Kachapur
said headmasters were al-
ready handling academic re-
sponsibilities and various ad-
ministrative tasks assigned by
different departments, along-
side their responsibility to en-
sure that children received
nutritious midday meals.

Shrikant Kachapur urged
the authorities concerned to
expedite the supply of essen-
tial food grains and take im-
mediate measures to prevent
disruption of the midday meal
scheme in government
schools.

Six Arrested In
Bidar Cable
Theft Case

BIDAR

Police have arrested six
people for stealing motor
pump cables from agricul-
tural fields across Bhalki
taluk. Following multiple
farmer complaints in Byala-
halli, Kanaji, and Neela-
manahalli, Dhanura police
launched an investigation
and caught the suspects in-
volved in three separate
theft cases. Authorities re-
covered 840 feet of stolen
cable worth approximately
74,000 rupees. Police
Sub-Inspector Rajkumar
confirmed the arrests, stat-
ing that all six accused have
been remanded to judicial
custody.

30 Falhes lee in
Darkness for Five Decades
in Manappanadoddi

CH NEWS, YADGIR

In an age when access to elec-
tricity, safe drinking water
and basic amenities is consid-
ered essential, more than 30
families in Manappanadoddi,
under Geddalamari Gram
Panchayat limits in Hunasagi
taluk, continue to live without
electricity and a proper drink-
ing water supply. Residents
say they have been living in
darkness for nearly five de-
cades, highlighting the pro-
longed neglect of this remote
settlement.

Located close to the Krish-
na River and about 2 km from
Jumalapur Tanda, Manap-
panadoddi remains deprived
of basic facilities. Most fami-
lies are small and marginal
farmers who struggle to meet
their daily needs. Residents
have to walk to Jum-
alapurTanda or depend on
two-wheelers to purchase es-
sential commodities. Their
isolation becomes more se-
vere during the monsoon. A
large stream crosses the route
to the settlement, and when it
overflows or the Krishna Riv-
er swells, residents can lose
access to the outside world.

With no electricity, children
are forced to study under the
light of mobile phones
charged in neighbouring vil-
lages, while some households
depend on traditional oil
lamps."The children study us-
ing mobile phone lights after
we get the phones charged
elsewhere. In some houses,
the only source of light is the
lamp lit before the deity," lo-
cal youths said.The hardships
faced by schoolchildren are
particularly concerning. They
have to walk nearly 2 km
through sugarcane fields and
thorny bushes to reach school.

No electricity, drinking
water or basic
facilities; children walk
2 km through
sugarcane fields and
thorny bushes to reach
school
s, TN

Sixth-standard students said
they travel together every
morning to attend classes. We
remain worried until our chil-
dren return home safely. If the
authorities establish an angan-
wadi in the settlement itself; it
would be a great relief to fam-
ilies," elderly residents said.

The lack of basic infrastruc-
ture and access to emergency
services has raised serious
concerns about residents'
safety. About six months ago,
Bharat Rathod, a pre-univer-
sity student from the settle-
ment, was bitten by a snake
while sleeping at home. He
was admitted to a hospital in
Lingasugur, and his treatment
reportedly cost several lakh
rupees. The incident has un-
derscored the difficulties
faced by families living in an
isolated settlement, particular-
ly when medical emergencies
occur at night.

Despite the Krishna River
flowing barely a kilometre or
two away, residents do not
have a proper drinking water
facility. They depend on river
water for drinking and domes-
tic use, collecting and storing
it even during the monsoon.

Although the river is near-
by, nobody has thought of
providing us with a borewell.
We continue to depend on riv-
er water for our daily needs,
villagers said, expressing
frustration over the lack of
intervention by elected repre-
sentatives and officials.

Bhagwant Khuba Demands
Apology from Kharge

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Former Union Minister Bhag-
want Khuba has condemned
the alleged objectionable re-
marks made by AICC Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge about
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s father and demanded an
immediate apology.

In a press statement issued,
Khuba alleged that Kharge’s
remarks at a party meeting in
Bihar, in which he reportedly
insulted the Prime Minister,
amounted to an insult to the
people of the country. Criti-

cising Kharge, Khuba said
that as a senior leader, he
should exercise restraint rath-
er than make such statements
out of frustration. He alleged
that such remarks could create
an atmosphere of unrest in the
country. Khuba further said
that making provocative state-
ments and resorting to person-
al attacks would not help
achieve anything politically.
He warned that if the Con-
gress continued with such a
trend, the party would find it
difficult to return to power in
the future.

Yadgir MLA Gets
Assurance on Vande Bharat
Sleeper Train Halt

CH NEWS, YADGIR

Railway Minister of State V
Somanna has assured that he
will discuss the proposal with
senior railway officials and
take necessary steps to facili-
tate a stoppage for the Benga-
luru—Mumbai Vande Bharat
Sleeper train at Yadgir rail-
way station, MLA Sharana-
gouda Kandakursaid.In a
press statement, the MLA said
Somanna had spoken to him
over the phone and confirmed
that he had received the letter
requesting a halt for the pro-
posed Vande Bharat Sleeper
train at Yadgir.

DEMGALURLY

The Minister responded
positively to the request and
assured him that the matter
would be taken up with the
concerned railway authori-
ties, Kandakur said. He ex-
pressed hope that a stop-
page at Yadgir would sig-
nificantly benefit passen-
gers from the district and
neighbouring areas by pro-
viding faster and more com-
fortable rail connectivity
between Bengaluru and
Mumbai. The MLA said he
would continue to pursue
the demand to ensure im-
proved railway services for
people in the region.

Blackbuck Dies After Road Accident
on Raichur-Sindhanur Highway

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

A blackbuck died after be-
ing hit by a vehicle on the
Raichur—Sindhanur four-
lane state highway near
Pothnal village in Manvi
taluk. The blackbuck sus-
tained injuries in the acci-
dent near a petrol bunk at
Pothnal. On noticing the in-
jured animal, members of
the public immediately
alerted the Forest Depart-
ment, hoping to save its life.

Forest Department person-
nel rushed to the spot and
shifted the injured black-
buck to Manvi for assis-
tance. However, the animal
succumbed to its injuries.
District Forest Officer
Suresh Babu said the car-
cass was disposed of in ac-
cordance with Forest De-
partment regulations. Black-
bucks are frequently spotted

around Kapagal, the out-
skirts of Manvi town and
Pothnal, all located along
the Raichur—Sindhanur
highway. Wildlife move-
ment towards roads and hu-
man settlements is common
as animals venture out in
search of food and drinking
water.

The incident has raised
concerns among environ-
mentalists about the dangers
posed by speeding vehicles
to wildlife in the region.
They have urged the Forest
Department to identify
stretches frequently crossed
by blackbucks and install
warning signs on both sides
of the highway to alert mo-
torists. They have also
called for appropriate mea-
sures to control vehicle
speeds in wildlife movement
zones to prevent similar ac-
cidents and protect animals.

Police Recover 537 Lost Mobile
Phones Worth Rs 1.07 Crore

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

In a major relief to mobile
phone users, Vijayapura dis-
trict police have traced 537
lost and stolen mobile phones
worth approximately Rs 1.07
crore using the Central Equip-
ment Identity Register (CEIR)
portal. The recovered devices
are being returned to their re-
spective owners, Superinten-
dent of Police Laxman Nim-
bargi said while speaking to
the media.

The SP said mobile phones
have become an essential part
of everyday life, leading to
frequent complaints at police
stations about lost or stolen
devices. Taking these com-
plaints seriously, the police
department has been using the
CEIR portal to trace missing
phones and facilitate their re-

I | DI DY

covery. The CEIR portal, de-
veloped by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT),
Government of India, is a cen-
tralised digital platform that
helps users block and trace lost
or stolen mobile phones using
their International Mobile
Equipment Identity (IMEI)
numbers. The system also
helps prevent the misuse of
missing devices.

Nimbargi said all 28 police
stations in district have been
effectively utilising the portal

to examine complaints, trace
missing mobile phones and
return the recovered devices to
their rightful owners.

He added that the recovery
drive is an ongoing process
and the police will continue
taking action based on com-
plaints received from the pub-
lic. The SP urged citizens who
lose their mobile phones or
suspect theft to report the mat-
ter to the police and make use
of the CEIR portal to improve
the chances of recovery.

1,500 Year Old Mallayya Temple Draws Devotees

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

An ancient temple dedicated
to Mallayya, believed to have
a history of nearly 1,500
years, is attracting devotees
and travellers along National
Highway 50 connecting Vi-
jayapura and Kalaburagi in
Devar Hippargi. Located be-
side the highway, the Mal-
layya Temple has become a
popular stop for travellers
from Karnataka and neigh-
bouring states, including
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Maharashtra. Its peaceful
surroundings, spacious court-
yard, cool drinking water and
shade from ancient trees offer
much-needed relief to people
taking a break during long
journeys. The temple provides
devotees an opportunity to
worship Mallayya in the form

of a Shiva Linga while resting
in a serene environment. Vis-
itors from Belagavi, Bagalkot,
Bidar, Kalaburagi and Yadgir
districts are among those who
regularly stop here during
their travels.

The temple, its Mahalakam-
bha and a massive tamarind
tree are among the main at-
tractions. The five-tier Maha-
lakambha draws particular
interest from visitors, while
the tamarind tree in front of it
is believed to be around 900
years old. According to local
accounts, the tree holds a
prominent place among heri-
tage trees, adding to the his-
torical significance of the
temple environment. While
many travellers rest in the
temple courtyard before re-
suming their journey, some
stay overnight and leave the

following morning after bath-
ing. Lighting arrangements
have been provided within the
temple premises to facilitate
night-time stays.A well be-
hind the temple has tradition-
ally served as a bathing water
source. The water is known
for remaining cool throughout
the year, although it is no lon-
ger used for drinking. A bore-
well within the premises sup-
plies water through a pipeline
to meet the drinking water
needs of devotees and visi-
tors.

Several facilities have been

added to improve the experi-
ence of devotees. An Anna
PrasadaNilaya (community
meal hall) has been construct-
ed at a cost of approximately
%13 lakh to facilitate the dis-
tribution of meals. Steps have
also been built beside the
temple at a cost of 1.50 lakh
to provide easier access to the
Mahalakambha.Around 330
lakh has been spent on temple
development and the provi-
sion of basic amenities during
the current year, said temple
trust president VinodgoudaPa-
til. These improvements are
expected to benefit devotees
and visitors attending wed-
dings, munj ceremonies and
other religious and family
functions held at the temple
throughout the year.

For many families, the Mal-
layya Temple is more than a

religious destination; it is a
familiar and cherished stop
during annual pilgrimages.
Every summer, when we trav-
el with our family to Srisail-
am, we stop here to seek Mal-
layya’s blessings and have a
meal under the heritage tama-
rind tree. The peaceful atmo-
sphere, surrounding greenery
and cool drinking water make
this place special. I have been
visiting the temple as a travel-
ler and devotee for the past 10
to 15 years, and it is encour-
aging to see its development
year after year, a local resi-
dent said. With its combina-
tion of religious significance,
historical structures, heritage
trees and traveller-friendly
facilities, the Mallayya Tem-
ple continues to hold a special
place in the region’s cultural
landscape.
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Q“”“d ' JD(S) candidate A.P. Ranganath wins Chikkaballapur final
annada AKShara - °

awmienes. Bengaluru Teachers’ Constituency ~ Voter list records

cHnews e ON OCTOBER 23, 81.98% OF VOTERS (8.360 MEN AND 14,108 WOMEN) 9.53 lakh electors

Kannada Akshara Jathre VOTED IN THE ELECTION OVERSEEN BY AMLAN ADITYA BISWAS. CH NEWS,Chikkaballapur  the draft list.

will be held on November
22 at Gandhi Bhavan in
Mandya to celebrate Kan-
nada Rajyotsava. Organis-
ers have invited poems
and nominations for vari-
ous awards, with Novem-
ber 5 as the deadline. Po-
ets must submit two origi-
nal poems of up to 25 lines
each, along with their pro-
file, photograph and con-
tact details. Selected po-
ems will be published in a
book, and poets will par-
ticipate in a Kavigoshti.
The Kavya Shri award will
recognise ten outstanding
poems, while ten achievers
will receive the Kannada
Ratna and Samaja Seva
Ratna awards. Entries may
be sent to S. Krishnasvar-
nachandra, Kavimitra, No.
767, Swarnachandra, Man-
dya-2. For registration and
details, contact WhatsApp
number 9448424380.

Aakash launches
INVICTUS 2.0 for
JEE preparation

A

Hubballi
Aakash Educational Ser-
vices Limited (AESL) has
launched Aakash INVIC-
TUS-Engineering 2.0 na-

tionwide to strengthen
preparation for JEE Main,
JEE Advanced, BITSAT
and State CETs.

The programme offers
experienced faculty, up-
dated study materials,
regular tests, perfor-
mance analysis and per-
sonalised mentorship.
Four specialised batch-
es—Ace, Achiever, Accel-
erator and Apex—cater to
different learning needs.
AESL MD and CEO Chan-
dra Sekhar Reddy Garisa
said the initiative was ex-
panding to all Aakash
branches following en-
couraging results inits JEE
2026 pilot phase.

For details, students and
parents can call
7303759494 or email
support.invictus@aesL.in.

Indriya unveils
sustainable
Jewellery
Rangavalli

Mangaluru
Indriya, the jewellery
brand of the Aditya Birla
Group, has unveiled a
large sustainable Jewel-
lery Rangavalliin Ben-
galuru to celebrate India's
cultural heritage and fes-
tive traditions.
Created by artist Shikha
Sharma, popularly
known as the “3D Ran-
goli Queen,” the installa-
tions were displayed at
Orion Mall across 400
square feet and Shri
Sathya Ganapathi Shirdi
Saibaba Temple across
1,600 square feet. The
designs used rice, millets
and seeds and drew in-
spiration from Indriya's
Padmika necklace.
Following Vijaya-
dashami, the materials
are being reused for ani-
mal and bird feeding in
partnership with Akhil
Karnataka Prani Daya
Sangh Gaushala.
Indriya has also
launched a nationwide
Rangavalli contest, of-
fering 100 winners a 200
mg, 22-karat gold coin
each.

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

NDA candidate A.P. Ranga-
nath has won the Karnataka
Legislative Council election
from the Bengaluru Teach-
ers’ Constituency, defeating
Congress candidate Puttanna
by 908 votes.

Ranganath secured 10,810
votes, while Puttanna re-
ceived 9,902 votes. The
counting of votes began at
8 am on Monday at Gov-
ernment Arts College on
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi
in Bengaluru.

In the first round, Puttan-
na took an initial lead of
176 votes. However, Ran-
ganath gained ground in the
subsequent rounds and
eventually secured victory
with a margin of 908 votes
in the final round.

According to Returning
Officer Amlan Aditya
Biswas, 22,468 of the
27,405 registered voters ex-
ercised their franchise in
the election held on Octo-
ber 23. The voter turnout

stood at 81.98%. Of those
who voted, 8,360 were men
and 14,108 were women.
Among the other candi-
dates, Karnataka Rashtra
Samithi candidate Dr. G.R.
Hebburu received 94 votes,
independent candidate
Umesh Babu Pillegowda
secured 215 votes, B.S.
Nagaraju received 11 votes,
and Dr. N. Lakshmana
Swamy obtained 24 votes.
The Returning Officer
said 20,616 votes were val-

id, while 1,857 votes were
rejected. The counting pro-
cess concluded peacefully.

Following his victory,
Ranganath thanked NDA
workers and voters. He de-
scribed the result as a vic-
tory for alliance workers
and said it would serve as a
response to criticism direct-
ed at him. Party workers
celebrated the win, while
Ranganath’s family mem-
bers expressed joy at the
result.

ELECTION OUTCOME

* Winner: A.P. Ranganath (NDA/
JD(S)-BJP alliance candidate)

* Runner-up: Puttanna
(Congress candidate)

» Margin of Victory: 908 votes
» A.P. Ranganath: 10,810 votes

e Puttanna: 9,902 votes

* OTHER CANDIDATES:

0 Umesh Babu Pillegowda
(Independent): 215 votes

o Dr. G.R. Hebburu (Karnataka
Rashtra Samithi): 94 votes

o Dr. N. Lakshmana Swamy: 24 votes

o B.S. Nagaraju: 11 votes

VOTER STATISTICS

* Total Registered Voters: 27,405
* Total Votes Cast: 22,468
* Voter Turnout: 81.98%

» Gender Turnout: 8,360 men
and 14,108 women

Safe childhood is society’s

AR e (a4

CH NEWS, Chikkaballapura

Ensuring that every child
grows up in a safe, fear-free
and exploitation-free environ-
ment is the responsibility of
the entire society, said Princi-
pal District and Sessions
Judge T.P. Ramalingegowda.

Speaking after inaugurating
the ‘Safe Childhood Cam-
paign’ and a legal awareness
programme on the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act at BGS
School in Agalagurki, he said
children were not only the fu-
ture of the nation but also its
valuable asset today.

The programme was jointly
organised by the District Legal
Services Authority, district po-
lice, District Child Protection
Unit, Bar Association, Educa-
tion Department, Child Wel-
fare Committee and BGS
School.

Ramalingegowda said every
child had the right to love, re-
spect, education, healthcare
and protection. Children
should attend school happily
and learn through curiosity
rather than fear. Physical or
mental harassment at home, in
educational institutions or in
public places must not be tol-
erated.

He warned that body sham-
ing, verbal abuse and other
forms of mental harassment
could leave lasting psycholog-
ical scars. Children should re-
port inappropriate behaviour,
including unwanted touching,
to trusted parents, teachers or

responsibility, says Judge

the appropriate authorities.
Open discussion and timely
reporting were essential to en-
sure justice for victims and
punishment for offenders.

The judge stressed that pro-
viding compulsory education
to children aged six to 14 was
a shared responsibility of the
government and society. Chil-
dren must also be protected
from child labour, trafficking
and child marriage.

He explained that the POC-
SO Act, 2012, protects both
boys and girls from sexual of-
fences. Under the Prohibition
of Child Marriage Act, the
minimum legal marriage age is
18 for women and 21 for men.

Highlighting online risks, he
cautioned children and parents
about cyber fraud, online gam-
ing-related problems and digi-
tal arrest scams.

Adichunchanagiri Matha's
Chikkaballapura branch sec-
retary, Mangalanatha Swami-
ji, advised children facing
danger or harassment to seek
immediate help by calling
Child Helpline 1098 or emer-
gency number 112.

During the programme, the
judge administered a pledge
on personal safety, self-re-
spect and respect for other
children's rights.

District Superintendent of
Police Padmini Sahoo, Addi-
tional District Judge Sharada
V., District Legal Services
Authority Member Secretary
Shilpa and several education
and child protection officials
attended the event.

Maharshi Valmiki’s
teachings promote
humanity: Speaker

CH NEWS, Magadi

Mabharshi Valmiki was a great
saint who conveyed the val-
ues of humanity and showed
society the path of righteous-
ness, a speaker said at a Val-
miki Jayanti programme held
at the taluk office premises in
Magadi.

Speaking after inaugurating
the programme, the speaker
said Maharshi Valmiki made
a significant contribution to
Hindu religious and literary
traditions through his compo-
sition of the Ramayana. His
teachings and ideals continue
to inspire people across com-
munities and generations.

Mabharshi Valmiki is widely
respected for presenting time-
less messages through the
epic. His work highlights val-
ues such as truth, justice,
compassion, devotion and the
importance of leading a prin-
cipled life.The speaker said
the Ramayana has had a last-
ing influence on Indian cul-
ture and literature. Its stories
and characters continue to
guide people in understanding
moral responsibilities and the
importance of good conduct.

The programme highlighted
the relevance of Valmiki’s
ideals in contemporary soci-
ety and called upon people to
follow his teachings in their
everyday lives. The speakers
stressed that the values of
great saints should be under-
stood beyond community
boundaries and embraced for
the welfare of society.

Several local representa-
tives and participants attended
the programme, including
T.H.O. Ramachandra and oth-
er dignitaries whose names
were not fully legible in the
supplied text.The event was
organised to commemorate
Mabharshi Valmiki and recall
his contribution to Indian lit-
erature, culture and society.

DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE|

CM to launch 57 development projects in Mandya

CH NEWS,Mandya

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar will inaugurate and lay
the foundation stones for 57
development projects worth
%1,793.74 crore in Mandya
district on Oct 31.

The programme, organised
by the district administration
and Zilla Panchayat, will also
include the distribution of
benefits to eligible beneficia-
ries.

The event will be held at 10
am on the premises of Man-
dya University in the city. The
projects are aimed at acceler-
ating infrastructure develop-
ment and improving public
services across the district.

Of the 57 projects, founda-
tion stones will be laid for 40
projects estimated to cost
%1,643.79 crore. The remain-

ing 17 projects, completed at
a total cost of 3149.95 crore,
will be inaugurated.

Union Minister for Steel
and Heavy Industries H.D.
Kumaraswamy and Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar are among the
prominent leaders associated
with the programme. Mandya
District In-charge Minister N.
Chaluvarayaswamy and Agri-
culture Minister P.M. Naren-
draswamy will also partici-
pate. Mandya MLA P. Ravi-
kumar will preside over the
event.

Several Karnataka minis-
ters, legislators, members of
the Legislative Council, heads
of government corporations
and senior officials have been
invited to attend. Those ex-
pected include Energy and
Tourism Minister K.J.

George, Social Welfare Min-
ister K.H. Muniyappa, Public
Works Minister Satish Jarki-
holi, Higher Education Minis-
ter Basavaraj Rayareddy and
Health Minister U.T. Khader.

Representatives from vari-
ous departments and public
sector organisations will also
participate in the programme.
Chief Secretary Shalini Ra-
jneesh, senior departmental
secretaries, Mysuru Division-
al Commissioner Nitesh Patil
and other officials have been
invited.

Mandya Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Kumar, Zilla Pan-
chayat Chief Executive Offi-
cer K.R. Nandini, Superinten-
dent of Police Dr. V.J.
Shobharani and Additional
Deputy Commissioner B.C.
Shivanandamurthy will at-
tend.

The final electoral roll under
the Special Summary Revi-
sion (SIR-2026) has been
published in Chikkaballapur
district, taking the total num-
ber of registered voters to
9,53,372, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. N. Bhaskar
announced on Tuesday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the District Adminis-
tration Building, Bhaskar said
the revision process had been
completed in accordance with
the schedule and guidelines
issued by the Election Com-
mission of India.

He explained that the exer-
cise included door-to-door
verification, checking voter
details, publishing the draft
electoral roll, and receiving
and resolving claims and ob-
jections. Necessary correc-
tions were made after verifica-
tion, following the prescribed
rules.

According to Bhaskar, the
draft electoral roll contained
9,44,623 voters. The final list,
published on October 27, in-
cludes 8,749 more voters than

Chintamani has the highest
number of registered voters
among the five constituencies,
while Bagepalli has the low-
est, according to the published
figures.

Bhaskar said the verifica-
tion process covered names,
addresses and other voter de-
tails to identify discrepancies
and make corrections wherev-
er necessary. Follow-up action
was taken in accordance with
the applicable electoral rules.

He stressed that an accurate
electoral roll was essential to
the democratic process, as it
helps ensure that all eligible
citizens can exercise their vot-
ing rights. He added that the
revision had been completed
in line with the Election Com-
mission's instructions.

With the publication of the
final list, an important stage
of the SIR-2026 electoral roll
revision process has been
completed in the district.

M.R. Manjunatha, Assistant
Director of the Department of
Information and Public Rela-
tions, was present at the press
conference.

Youth must uphold democratic
values, says Chaluvarayaswamy

CH NEWS, Mandya

Karnataka Agriculture Minis-
ter and Mandya District In-
charge Minister N. Chalu-
varayaswamy has urged
young people to understand
democratic principles and
constitutional values and be-
come responsible citizens
who contribute to the nation's
development.

Speaking after inaugurating
a Youth Parliament pro-
gramme at Kaveri Hall in
Mandya on Tuesday, he said
democracy gives citizens both
rights and responsibilities. He
stressed that criticism, discus-
sion and questioning are es-
sential to a healthy democra-
cy, but they must be based on
issues and public interest rath-
er than personal attacks.

One Vote Can Shape the
Nation's Future

Chaluvarayaswamy said
citizens have the power to
elect their representatives, in-
cluding the Prime Minister
and Chief Ministers. There-
fore, voters should carefully
assess candidates' abilities,
public service and commit-
ment to development before
casting their votes.

He urged people not to re-
main indifferent to elections
and to exercise their voting
rights responsibly. He recalled
the sacrifices of freedom
fighters and the contributions
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in
shaping India's constitutional

framework.

The minister also stressed
the importance of discussing
the Constitution, Parliament
and administration in schools
and colleges. Such discus-
sions, he said, would help stu-
dents develop political aware-
ness, leadership skills and a
sense of social responsibility.

Referring to India's cultural
and intellectual heritage, he
said the Ramayana, Ma-
habharata, and the teachings
of Swami Vivekananda and
Kuvempu offered valuable
lessons for younger genera-
tions. He called upon youth to
protect the country's dignity
and uphold constitutional
principles.

He appreciated the Youth
Parliament initiative, which
allows students selected at the
taluk level to assume the roles
of the Chief Minister, minis-
ters and elected representa-
tives. He expressed confi-
dence that students represent-
ing Mandya at the state-level
competition would perform
well.

e g_ .
Opposition Plays Vital Role
in Democracy

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Mandya MLA P.
Ravikumar said the opposi-
tion was as important as the
ruling party in a democratic
system. He noted that ques-
tioning government decisions
and examining their merits
and shortcomings strength-
ened transparency and ac-
countability.

He urged voters to evaluate
representatives based on their
performance in areas such as
roads, drinking water, educa-
tion, infrastructure, university
development and law and or-
der.

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar led the recitation of
the Constitution's Preamble.

Several district officials and
public representatives attend-
ed the programme, including
Zilla Panchayat CEO K.R.
Nandini, Superintendent of
Police Dr. V.J. Shobharani
and Additional Deputy Com-
missioner B.C. Shivananda-
murthy.

BJP’s Shashil Namoshi Wins Fifth MLC Term

CH NEWS, GADAG

BJP-JD(S) alliance candidate
Shashil G. Namoshi secured a
decisive victory in the North-
East Teachers’ Constituency
election, defeating Congress
candidate Sharanappa Mattur
by over 3,500 votes. With this
victory, Namoshi entered the
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil for the fifth time.
Counting of votes polled on
October 23 was held at Gul-
barga University on Tuesday

under tight security. Namoshi
maintained a steady lead
throughout the counting pro-
cess.
The victory is signif-
icant as Congress
holds 26 of the 41
Assembly seats in the
Kalyana Karnataka
region, while BJP has ¥
11 and JD(S) four. S
Speaking after his vic-
tory, Namoshi thanked
teachers for their continued
support and promised to ad-

dress issues concerning sala-
ries, allowances and job secu-
rity.

He described the re-
sult as an indication
of political trends
ahead of the 2028
Assembly elec-
tions.
'~ BIJP and JD(S)
~ workers celebrated
the victory, with sev-
eral senior leaders con-
gratulating Namoshi on his
achievement.

K.M. Suresh Wins South-East Graduates’ MLC Seat

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

BJP candidate K.M. Suresh
secured a decisive victory in
the South-East Graduates’
Constituency election, defeat-
ing his opponents by a sub-
stantial margin. His victory
has brought celebrations
among party workers and sup-
porters across the region.
Suresh maintained a steady
lead from the beginning of
vote counting and eventually
emerged victorious. Political
leaders, educationists and
supporters congratulated him

on his achievement and ex-
pressed confidence in his
leadership.

Speaking after his
victory, Suresh
thanked graduates
and party workers
for their continued
support. He dedicat-
ed the win to voters
who placed their
trust in him.

He assured that
creating employ-
ment opportunities for gradu-
ates, improving educational
facilities and promoting re-

s

gional development would
remain his top priorities.
Senior leaders ex-
pressed hope that
Suresh would effec-
tively represent
graduates' concerns
in the Legislative
Council.
.~ Supporters cele-
‘ brated the victory in
‘\ /| Bengaluru, Chitra-
i durga and other
parts of the constit-
uency, describing the out-
come as a significant achieve-
ment for the BJP.
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installed on taps under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JJM) have reportedly

been stolen from several

== CMseeks T4,000 per " yararea eads
Davanagere
#=  tonne forsugarcane _Ashraya

THE MEETING SOUGHT A PERMANENT RESOLUTION TO RECURRING
SUGARCANE PRICE DISPUTES TO PREVENT ANNUAL PROTESTS.

villages in Channagiri
taluk of Davanagere dis-
trict over the past four to
five days. The thefts have
caused concern among
villagers, as the meters
are part of the system
supplying drinking water
to rural households.
According to reports, uni-
dentified thieves have
been targeting JIM tap
meters across the taluk.
The continuous incidents
have raised concerns
among residents about
the safety of public water
infrastructure. Villagers
have urged the concerned
department and police to
take immediate action,
identify those responsible
and prevent further
thefts. The extent of the
damage and whether any
investigation has been ini-
tiated were not immedi-
ately known.

Shivamogga boy dies of
electric shock whileironing

CH NEWS,
SHIVAMOGGA

Al4-year-old Class 9 stu-
dent died after suffering
an electric shock while
ironing clothes at his
home in Wadi-e-Hudha
Layout in Shivamogga
city. The deceased was
identified as Umar
Farooq. He reportedly
received an electric shock
while ironing and fell
unconscious. Family
members and local resi-
dents rushed to help him
and attempted to take
him to a hospital.
However, he died on the
way. The incident has left
his family members grief-
stricken, while teachers
and classmates have
expressed condolences
over his untimely death.
Tunganagar police, under
whose jurisdiction the
incident occurred, visited
the spot and conducted
an investigation. The
boy’s body was shifted to
the mortuary at Meggan
District Hospital in
Shivamogga for further
procedures.

Folk artist Vishwanath
Thotnalli to receive

honorary doctorate

CH NEWS,
KALABURAGI

Folk artist Vishwanath
Thotnalli will receive an
honorary doctorate from

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar has urged sugar factory
owners to pay sugarcane
farmers 34,000 per tonne,
considering the prevailing
sugar prices of around 348
per kg, Cooperation Minister
Laxman Savadi said on Tues-
day. Factory owners have
sought two days to consider
the proposal.

Speaking to reporters at the
Inspection Bungalow in Be-
lagavi, Savadi said a meeting
between sugarcane farmers
and factory owners was held
on Monday as the Chief Min-
ister had promised after the
Dasara festival. The meeting
aimed to find a permanent
solution to the recurring dis-
putes over sugarcane prices
and prevent annual protests.

The minister said drought
conditions had worsened

across the state, with falling
river levels and drying wells
and borewells threatening
sugarcane cultivation. He ex-
pressed concern that water
shortages could become se-
vere by February next year.

Savadi, who said he himself
grows between 18,000 and
20,000 tonnes of sugarcane,
acknowledged the difficulties
faced by farmers and said
their current returns did not
adequately reflect their ef-
forts. He added that discus-
sions would also be held to
ensure transparent weighing
practices and fair payments.

He said the government
would persuade farmers, par-
ticularly those in Athani taluk,
not to transport their sugar-
cane to Maharashtra by assur-
ing them of fair prices and
transparent weighing in Kar-
nataka.

Savadi also proposed a du-

al-pricing system for sugar,
similar to the LPG pricing
model, with separate rates for
domestic and commercial con-
sumers. He said higher sugar
prices could help improve re-
turns for sugarcane growers.
Savadi said factory owners
had indicated their willing-
ness to pay 34,000 per tonne
if the minimum selling price
(MSP) of sugar was increased
by %50. However, they said
implementing the proposal
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could take about a month. The
Chief Minister has urged
farmers to cooperate with fac-
tories so that crushing opera-
tions can begin without delay.

The minister expressed con-
fidence that discussions be-
tween the government, farm-
ers and factory owners would
help resolve the issue within
two days.

Ensure proper implementation of 5 guarantee schemes

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Ashok Kumar Kodavoor,
chairman of the Udupi District
Guarantee Schemes Imple-
mentation Committee, has
directed officials to implement
the Karnataka government’s
Five Guarantee schemes ef-
fectively and ensure that no
eligible beneficiary is left out.
He was speaking while
chairing a review meeting of
the district-level committee at
Dr. V.S. Acharya Hall in the
Zilla Panchayat office at Ra-
jatadri, Manipal. He said the
schemes were introduced to
improve the living standards
of ordinary people and had
provided financial support to
thousands of families.
Kodavoor stressed the need
to ensure that eligible women
receive benefits under the
Shakti scheme. He raised con-
cerns over the non-operation

of buses on the Padubid-
ri-Nitte and Palli-Belve routes
despite earlier instructions to
adjust timings. He asked Re-
gional Transport Office and
Karnataka State Road Trans-
port Corporation officials to
resolve the issue.

In the Byndoor area, some
KSRTC buses were reported-
ly stopping along the national
highway instead of entering
designated bus stands. He di-
rected officials to ensure that
buses enter the stands, pick up
passengers and proceed ac-
cording to schedule. Drivers
and conductors were also ad-
vised to provide accurate in-

formation about the guarantee
schemes.

Review of scheme
implementation

Under Anna Bhagya, around
84 per cent of ration-card
e-KYC work has been com-
pleted. Officials were asked to
achieve 100 per cent comple-
tion, with beneficiaries en-
couraged to use the Anna
Seve mobile application.

A total of 3,32,021 families
have registered under Gruha
Jyothi, while surveys remain
pending for 10,667 families.
Officials were directed to
complete the pending surveys

s

| SHAKTI |
47.4 lakh women passengers up
to September; Rs 194.32 crore
spent

| GRUHA LAKSHMI |
2,13,236 women get Rs 2,000 a
month; Rs 1,451.36 crore
transferred

3,32,021 families registered; Rs
788.02 crore spent

Rs 427.36 crore paid in lieu of
food grains to Antyodaya and
priority card holders

5,401 registered; Rs 13.67 crore
to 5,016 beneficiaries by DBT

by October 31. The Skill De-
velopment Department was
asked to publicise the Yuva
Nidhi scheme widely.

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOGGA

Former Deputy Chief Minister
K.S. Eshwarappa led a protest
demanding the immediate al-
lotment of houses under the
Ashraya housing scheme for
the urban poor in Govindapu-
ra and Gopishettikoppa on the
outskirts of Shivamogga city.

Police arrested Eshwarappa,
his son K.E. Kantesh and sever-
al activists after protesters at-
tempted to lay siege to the City
Corporation office.

Around 3,000 houses were
planned for beneficiaries in the
two villages, but construction
and allotment remain incom-
plete. According to the protest-
ers, more than 1,500 houses
have been constructed, while
work on the remaining units is
pending. They alleged that the
contractor abandoned the proj-
ect because the state govern-
ment failed to release %12 crore
in pending payments.

The delay has caused hard-
ship for families who reportedly
paid 280,000 each to the City
Corporation after borrowing
money and selling their gold
jewellery. Despite making the
payments nearly nine years ago,
many beneficiaries are still
waiting for their houses.

Police barricaded the corpo-
ration office and closed its main

gate to prevent protesters from
entering. Although the Munici-
pal Commissioner attempted to
pacify them, some demonstra-
tors tried to move towards the
building. Police subsequently
detained Eshwarappa, Kantesh
and other activists and trans-
ported them to the District
Armed Reserve (DAR)
grounds.

Addressing the gathering, Es-
hwarappa questioned why ben-
eficiaries were unable to secure
bank loans despite claims that
1,200 houses had been allotted.
He criticised the government
for failing to release the prom-
ised funds and demanded ac-
countability from Housing Min-
ister B.Z. Zameer Ahmed
Khan.Eshwarappa said only
345 house keys had been
handed over against the target
of 3,000 units. He vowed to
continue the agitation until
the beneficiaries received
their homes and urged the
Municipal Commissioner to
provide a written statement on
the allotment process.

He also invited women who
had contributed money to-
wards the houses to meet him
at his residence on November
15. Eshwarappa said the pro-
testers would consider legal
action if the issue remained
unresolved.

ROTARY SAKHI PROJECT EMPOWERS
WOMEN WITH PINK E-AUTOS

CHNEWS, DAKSHINA KANNADA

Rotary International District
3181 is promoting women’s
economic independence
through its Sakhi initiative,
which provides financial as-
sistance, driving training and
licence support to women op-
erating pink electric autorick-
shaws in Dakshina Kannada
district.

The initiative aims to create
self-employment opportuni-
ties for women while provid-
ing a safer and environmen-

to her.

Rotary clubs provide finan-
cial assistance of up to
290,000 as an advance to-
wards purchasing an autorick-
shaw. Beneficiaries are ex-
pected to repay the remaining
amount in instalments using
their daily earnings.

The model is designed to
help women from economi-
cally weaker backgrounds
establish independent liveli-
hoods and support their fami-
lies.

Women who do not know

isers, 12 pink autorickshaws
have been distributed to
women so far.

IN THE COURT OF THE HONBLE ADDL. CIVIL JUDGE
(JR. DIVN.) & J.M.F.C AT DODDABALLAPURA.
C. Mis. No. : 536/2026.

Rlo. Chikkamankanala Village, Koligere Post, D

Petitioners 1) Sri. GOVINDARAJU .M, Aged 54 Years Slo.
Late Sri. Mudlappa and Late Smt. Nagamma. Rlo. Karadipalya
Village, Koligere Post, Doddabelavangala Hobli, Doddaballapura
Taluk-561204 Bangalore Rural Dist. 2.) Smt. Hanumakka,
Aged 62 Years Djo. Late Sri. Mudlappa and Late Smt. Nagamma.

To Place Classifed ad
Contact : 080-41209042

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No.342/2026
Petitioners: Sri.Y.G.Muniraju S/o Late
H.Gopalaiah, Aged about 70 years, R/
at Ekashipura Village, Aralumallige Post,
Kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,

Bengaluru Rural District and others.

V/s
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death,
The Tahshildar, Doddaballapura Taluk.

Vs
Respondent: The THASHILDHAR Doddaballapura Taluk
Bangalore Rural District

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk-561204 Bangalore Rural District.

It brought to the Notice of the General Public that above
mentioned Petitioners have filed a petition before this Hon'ble
court requesting the Hon'ble court to issue directions to THE
THASHILDHAR, Doddaballapura Taluk, to Record the Date of
Death of their Mother Late Smt. NAGAMMA, W/o. Late Sri.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above
petition under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of
Registration Of Births And Deaths Act,
1969 for seeking the death certificate of
the mother of petitioners by name LATE
LAKSHMAMMA W/O LATE H.GOPALAIAH
who died on 18.01.2023 at Ekashipura
Village, Kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapura

|, ALTAF PASHA, S/o
Abdul Azeez, residing at
No.40/2, 1st Cross, Ven-
kateshwara Layout, Mad-
ivala,  Bengaluru-560068,
have changed my name to
ALTAF, Vide Affidavit Dated:
27.10.2026 before notary
FAHIM UNNISA, Bengaluru

[, MOHAMMED  TOUSIF
PALLIKONDA, S/o Yunus Ahmed
Pallikonda, Resident of No. 8,
2nd Cross Hidayath Street, Opp
Arabic College Post, Nagavara
Main Road, Arabic College,
Bengaluru -560045, Karnata-
ka, Have Changed My Name
to TOUSIF P K, Vide Affidavit
Dated: 27.10.2026 before Nota-
ry G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

I, Yagnesh Ramalingam S/o
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public are informed that my client
Mr. Yalakkigowda S/o late

Venkategowda residing at No. 92,
Gijagana dasanadoddi Village, Neralur
Post, Virupakshipura Hobli,
Channapatna Taluk, Bangalore South
District-562138.

Our client has lost previous Sale
deed in Channapatna Bus Stand the
Original Registered Sale Deed dated
14-10-1980 Book 1, Volume: 2789,

Mudlappa, the Petitioners further state that Smt. Nagamma
Wo. Moodlappa Died on 05/05/1973, at Karadipalya Village,
Koligere Post, Doddabelavangala Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bangalore Rural District. If any person | s from General Public
have any kind objections to the Hon'ble court issuing Directions
to THE THASHILDHAR, Doddaballapura Taluk, to Record the
Date of Death of their Mother Late Smt. NAGAMMA, W/o.
Late Sri. Moodlappa, as prayed for in the Petition filed by
the Petitioners they can present such objections before this
Hon'ble court on 26-11-2026 at 11:00 A. M. and place their
objections before this Hon'ble court. Otherwise the Petition will

Ramalingam Periasamy R/o
Flat 2A, Sahajanya Apartments
PlotNo 309, 310 TV Near Durga
Parameshwari Temple BEL
Layout, 6th Block, Bangalore
North, Vidyaranyapura

American Wisdom Peace
University, Bengaluru, on
October 31, in recognition
of his contributions to
traditional folk arts. Born
to Mallamma and

Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.

In this regard it is hereby notice that
whoever has interested in the said matter
may appear in person or through an
advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 09-12-2026. In default this
matter will be heard and disposed off an
ex-parte order.

Given under my hand and seal of the court

tally friendly transport option
for women commuters and
students. The pink electric au-
torickshaws are currently op-
erating in Sullia and Bantwal.

Under the project, the Sul-

how to drive receive training
through a collaboration in-
volving the Mysuru-based
Thaliru Foundation and TVS
Motor Company. The initia-
tive also offers technical and

Chandrappa in Thotnalli
village of Sedam taluk,
Thotnalliis a Fine Arts

graduate who has spent

three decades promoting

lia City Rotary Club has ex-
tended financial assistance to
Geetha K.R., a resident of
Jayanagar in Sullia, and hand-
ed over a pink autorickshaw

legal assistance to help bene-
ficiaries obtain driving licenc-
es and operate their vehicles
independently.

According to project organ-

be disposed ex-parte as prayed for the Petitioners.

Court's.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministeral Officer Prl. Civil Judge & JMFC
Doddaballapura
Muralidhara .T .N Advocate for the Petitioners,
Doddaball

This Public Notice has been issued on 27-10-26 by the Hon'ble

on the 27th day of OCTOBER 2026.
By order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate: Munigangaiah, Opposite to
Court Complex, Rojipura, Doddaballapur

Town
Date: 27/10/2026

Bangalore North Bangalore,
Karnataka-560097 have
changed my name to Yagnesh
Periaswamy

Page: 37-38, bearing registration No.
2714/80-81 registered in the Office of
the Sub-Registrar, Channapatna
executed by Sri. Thammaiah S/o
Mullappa Kalaiah in favour of Sri.
B. Kempaiah S/o Hucchegowda in
respect of the All that piece and

folk traditions across
Karnataka. His artistic
performances include
Halige playing, Potharaju
Kunitha, Shehnai playing
and Jogathi dance.
Through the Department

parcel of the Survey No. 112/1,
measuring East to West: 40 feet, North
to South: 64 feet, Situated at:
Lalaghatta Village, Kasaba Hobli,
Channapatna Taluk, Bangalore South
District, bounded on: East by: Site No.
9, sold to K. B. Beeraiah, West by: Site
No.11 sold to Chaluvegowda, North
by: 18 Feet Road, South by: Site No.17.

IN THE COURT OF HON’BLE
DISTRICT MUNSIF CUM
JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE AT
SHOZHINGANALLUR
M.C. No. 31 of 2024
1) Mrs. Uma mageswari, W/o. Girish,
2) Baby. G. Akshara, D/o. S. Girish,
3) Baby. G. Ananya, D/o. S. Girish,

IN THE COURT OF THE FAMILY JUDGE,
NAMAKKAL, TAMIL NADU
IA 2/2026; FCOP. No. 340 / 2024

J. Geetha D/o Jayaraj,
Residing at Door No: 3/356, Bharathiyar Nagar,

MLA consoles family of Bidar
electrical accident victim

oLKar]nnadatarjd CtUlcl;.L.Jre, CH NEWS, BIDAR words ch chomffor‘g land en- Namakkal Town & District, Tamil Nadu - 637002 .Petitioner Petiioner 1 283 ) T'I\;Ie sai;l |Iar:l|;:_erty:‘s in ?osse:sion
e nas participated in - : o r. Yalakkigowda since from
P P courage the fami Y to re Vs -Versus- 24-03-2016, he is the absolute owner

numerous cultural
programmes, including

folk fairs, Kannada
Rajyotsava celebrations,

Bidar South MLA Dr.
Shailendra Beldale visited
the family of Balraj Dasura,
who died in an electrical ac-

main strong while coping
with the loss.

The MLA prayed for peace
for the departed soul and ex-

Mr. 8. Girish, and
S/o. Somanatha sharma,
... Respondent

is absolutely free from any
encumbrance whatsoever.

My Client had lost the above
mentioned & Inspite of several efforts
the Original deeds not found and he

B. Ranjithkumar S/o Balasubramaniyan
Residing at Door No: 1095/1, Ittigegudu,
S. K. Street, Mysore East, Mysore City, To,

Republic Day events, cident at a petrol pump in pressed hope that the family Nazarbad Division, Karnataka - 570010 ...Respondent g/l/:.)ss.fr:]r:nha,tha Sharma has lodged the police complaint
Kalyana Karnataka Nirna village, and offered his  would find the strength to DSR Ultima Appartments, th'°:9h °“"\il“e2‘;;‘:6"7:62'012°6'2°26'
Utsava and Mysuru condolences. overcome the tragedy. NOTICE Flat no —AG 02, Harlur Main Road, ot ;pat:; p:r'son founé or anyone

Dasara. Samagra During the Visit, the MLA Several local leaders and The Pe-_titioner herein fil_ed the f':1bove Ma_iin Petition seeking a B_enguluru—560102. having any claim or interest over the

Abhivruddi Samsthe expressed grief over the trag— well-wishers accompanied declaration for the marriage registered with the Respondent is Sir, said property, he/she is requested to

Null and Void. The said petition was dismissed on 22.01.2026 for
non-payment of batta, and the Petitioner has filed above restore
petition IA No. 2/2026, which is posted for hearing on 06.11.2026.
In this Hon’ble Court, if he has any objection, The Respondent, can
appear before the Hon’ble court in person or through a counsel,
on 06.11.2026 at 10.30 a.m. failing which the petition shall be
decided Ex parte in favors of the Petitioner. Take notice accordingly.

By order of the Hon’ble Court

K.K. PALANISAAMI, B.A,, B.L.,

Roll No.816/1995, CIS No : 232,

Advocate & Commissioner of Oaths,

No.112, Co-Op.Colony, Near Ayyappan Temple,
Mohanur Road, Namakkal - 637 001.

Cell : 94432 66789.

Kindly take notice that the plaintiff
above named filed the Maintenance
complaint as against you, the Petition
is stand posted for your appearance.
Hence be present on 05.11.2026 at
10.30 am before the above Court
either in person or through your
advocate, failing which the matter will
be decide exparte.
V. Vimalkumar, Advocate,
15, Market complex,
Nedunchezhian street,
Shozhinganallur,
Chennai - 600 119.
Mobile: 99404 30567

forward their claims along with the
relevant documents to us within 07
days of this public notice. If we do not
receive any claim from any person
within 07 days, it will be strictly
presumed that this property is
absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any
claim over this property and if any One
found the above deed kindly contact
below mentioned.

Contact Adress:
Shivaswamy S., Advocates,
Mahadevappa Building, 1st Floor,
1st Room, Opp. A.B.R. Tower, B.M.
Road, Ramanagara-562159.

Secretary Nagaraj Biradar
announced the
recognition in a press
release. Religious leader
Dr. Trimurthi Shivacharya
and residents of Thotnalli
and Kusanoor villages
expressed happiness over
the honour, describing it
as a proud moment for
the region’s folk art
community.

edy and extended personal
financial assistance to the be-
reaved family.

He assured the family
members of his continued
support during this difficult
period.

Dr. Beldale also promised
to take the necessary steps to
help the family receive ap-
propriate compensation from
the government. He offered

him during the visit.

Those present included Sri-
nivas Paddara, Manikappa
Khashempura, Channabasava
Bulla, Dr. Ravi Swami, Ja-
gannath Majage, Shivakumar
Mailura, Shankar Udagire,
Shivarajappa Bashetti, Guru
Chidri, Raju Belure, Veer-
abasappa, Dilip Pasara, Ra-
mesh Dhula, Hamid and Ku-
pendra, among others.
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Haveri final electoral roll
lists 12.33 lakh voters

Fire destroys
hut, couple
loses Rs 2 lakh

CH NEWS,
RAMANAGARA

A poor couple
lost their hut and
belongings in an
accidental fire at
Menasiganahalli

village in Channa-
patna taluk. Fortu-
nately, Sakamma
and Mariyanna
escaped unharmed.
The couple had
reportedly sold
their cow and saved
Rs 2 lakh in cash
to build their own
house. However,
the fire broke out in
the early hours and
destroyed the cash,
land documents
and household
belongings stored
inside the hut. Fire
department per-
sonnel rushed to
the spot and extin-
guished the blaze.

The couple has

been left home-
less and financially
distressed. Local
residents have
appealed to the au-
thorities to provide.

Walk-in
interview for
technicians, field
officers on Oct 29

CH NEWS, MANDYA

The Mandya District Em-
ployment Exchange, in
association with Palace
Toyota and Swatantra
Micro Finance, will orga-
nise a walk-in interview
onQOct29at10amat
the District Employment
Exchange office in Man-
dya. Recruitment will be
conducted for Technician
and Field Officer posi-
tions. Candidates aged
between 18 and 35 who
have completed SSLC,
PUC, ITI, a diploma or
any degree are eligible to
attend. The job locations
include Mandya, Mala-
valli, Srirangapatna, K.R.
Pet, Nagamangala, Mad-
dur, Pandavapura and
Mysuru. Interested candi-
dates should bring their
resumes or biodata to
the interview. For further
details, candidates can
contact 9164642684,
9113500761,
8970646629,
7483630318,9964113232

Chitradurga final voter list

records 13.17 lakh electors

Kumaraswamy stated that the final electoral roll is available for public inspection
at tahsildar offices across all taluks and on the Election Commission’s website.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The final electoral roll pre-
pared under the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of Elec-
toral Rolls-2026 has been
published in Chitradurga dis-
trict, with a total of 13,17,025
registered voters.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner and Additional Dis-
trict Election Officer B.T.
Kumaraswamy announced the
details at a press conference
held at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office on Tuesday.

Kumaraswamy said the fi-
nal electoral roll is available
for public inspection at the
offices of tahsildars, who
serve as Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers, in all
taluks. It can also be accessed
through the Election Com-
mission’s official website.

According to the revision
data, the electoral roll pub-
lished on June 16 contained
14,40,534 voters. Booth Lev-
el Officers completed the
mapping of 14,04,219 voters,
achieving 97.48 per cent cov-
erage. Enumeration forms
were digitised for 12,97,789
voters.

A total of 1,42,745 entries

were identified under the
ASDD category, covering ab-
sent, shifted, deceased, dupli-
cate and other cases. These
included 30,854 deceased
voters, 70,525 permanent mi-
grants, 21,537 duplicate en-
tries, 18,837 absent voters
and 992 cases under other
reasons.

When the draft electoral
roll was published on August
24, the district had 12,97,789
voters. During the claims and
objections period, 22,751 eli-
gible voters were added,
while 3,515 names were de-
leted through Form 7 due to
reasons including death, mi-
gration and duplicate entries.

The final list comprises
6,55,220 male voters,
6,61,737 female voters and 68
voters categorised as others.
Women outnumber men, with
1,010 female voters for every
1,000 male voters.

The district’s estimated
population is 18,71,543, of
whom 70.37 per cent are reg-
istered voters.

The roll includes 26,228
voters aged 18-19, 11,394
aged 85 and above, 23,774
voters with disabilities, 360
service voters and nine over-

B.T. Kumaraswamy

seas Indian voters.

Political party representa-
tives appreciated the district
administration’s handling of
the revision process. Some
suggested linking Aadhaar
numbers and fingerprints with
electoral records to prevent
bogus voting.

Kumaraswamy said voter
registration remains open
throughout the year.

Eligible people can apply
using Form 6 to register, cor-
rect details or seek changes to
their polling station, subject
to applicable rules. Applica-
tions can be submitted at poll-
ing stations, taluk offices or

Removed from theroll

PERMANENT
MIGRANTS

DECEASED
VOTERS

DUPLICATE
ENTRIES

ABSENT
VOTERS

OTHER
REASONS
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the Electoral Registration Of-
ficer’s office.

Election Tahsildar Bibi
Fathima and representatives
of the Congress, BJP, JD(S),
BSP, CPI(M) and AAP attend-
ed the meeting, along with
Assistant Electoral Registra-
tion Officers.

CH NEWS, HAVERI

The final electoral roll pre-
pared under the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of Elec-
toral Rolls-2026 has been
published in Haveri district,
with a total of 12,33,294 vot-
ers across six Assembly con-
stituencies.

The final list has been re-
leased in accordance with the
directions of the Election
Commission of India. Voters
can check their names and
registration details through
the offices of the concerned
election officials and the of-
ficial website of the Chief
Electoral Officer of Karnata-
ka.

The six Assembly constit-
uencies covered in the dis-
trict are Hangal, Shiggaon,
Haveri, Byadgi, Hirekerur
and Ranebennur.

According to the figures
available in the report, Han-
gal constituency has 2,04,335
voters, while Shiggaon has
2,21,027 voters. Haveri con-
stituency has 2,16,286 vot-
ers, and Byadgi has 1,99,108
voters.

Hirekerur constituency has
1,77,263 voters, while Rane-
bennur has 2,15,275 voters.
Together, the six constituen-
cies account for the district’s
total electorate of 12,33,294.

The Special Intensive Re-
vision was undertaken to up-
date electoral records, verify
voter information and im-
prove the accuracy of the

The final list was
released following the
directions of the Election
Commission of India.

Voters by constituency

Shiggaon

2,21,027
2,16,286
2,15,275
2,04,335
1,99,108
1,77,263

Ranebennur

Hangal

Byadgi

electoral roll. The exercise
included the identification of
deceased voters, people who
had permanently shifted res-
idence, duplicate entries and
other cases requiring verifi-
cation.

The publication of the final
electoral roll marks the com-
pletion of this stage of the
revision process in the dis-
trict. Voters have been ad-
vised to verify their names
and personal details in the
published list.

Eligible residents whose
names are missing can ap-
proach the concerned elec-
tion authorities and submit
the prescribed application
with the necessary documents
for inclusion, subject to veri-
fication and eligibility re-
quirements.

Koppal publishes final electoral
rolls under SIR 2026

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

The final electoral rolls under
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) 2026 have been pub-
lished for all five Assembly
constituencies in Koppal dis-
trict, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sidrameshwara an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Addressing representatives
of recognised and registered
political parties at a meeting
held at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, he explained
the schedule and progress of
the revision process. Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) con-
ducted door-to-door visits from
June 30 to August 17, 2026, to
verify voter details and update
electoral records.

The draft electoral rolls were
published on August 24, and
voters were given an opportu-
nity to submit claims and ob-
jections until September 23.
The process of issuing notices
and deciding claims and objec-
tions continued until October
22. The final rolls were pub-
lished on October 27.

Sidrameshwara thanked of-
ficials, BLOs, political party
representatives and members
of the public for their coopera-
tion in completing the exercise.

He said eligible citizens

b

Sidrameshwara

whose names are missing from
the final list can apply for in-
clusion using Form 6. Form 7
can be used to request deletion
of a name, while Form 8 is
meant for corrections and
changes, including a change of
residence, replacement of an
Elector Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) and updating disability
status.Political party represen-
tatives appreciated the district
administration’s efforts, de-
scribing the revision process
as systematic and impartial.
They also commended BLOs
for visiting households and
collecting voter information.

The meeting was attended
by District Election Officer
and Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Suresh B.

Protect
children’s rights

and ensure safe
childhood: Judge

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

Protecting children’s rights
and preventing child marriage
and violence against children
must be a shared responsibil-
ity, Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge and District Le-
gal Services Authority Chair-
man Harish A. said on Tues-
day.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating the ‘Safe Childhood
Campaign — My Childhood,
My Right’ programme at Shi-
vasharan Hemareddy Mallam-
ma Government High School
in Vivekanagar, Vijayapura.
The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the Karnataka
State Legal Services Authori-
ty, District Legal Services Au-
thority, Education Department
and the school.Judge Harish
A. stressed that children must
be provided with a safe and
supportive environment to en-
sure their overall develop-
ment. He called for greater
public awareness to prevent
child marriage, protect chil-
dren from violence and safe-
guard their legal rights.

Kalaprathibhotsava-2026 celebrates
young talent in Karwar

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Kalaprathibhotsava-2026, a
cultural programme aimed at
showcasing the talents of chil-
dren, adolescents and youth,
was organised by the Depart-
ment of Kannada and Culture at
the Karnataka State Govern-
ment Employees’ Bhavan in
Karwar.

Manjunatha G. Navi, Deputy
Conservator of Forests of the
Social Forestry Sub-division,
inaugurated the programme.
The event was organised to en-
courage young people to ex-
plore their creative abilities and
provide them with a platform to
express their talents through
cultural activities.

The programme brought to-
gether officials, literary figures
and representatives of govern-
ment employees’ organisations.
Their participation highlighted
the importance of supporting
cultural initiatives that encour-
age the younger generation to
take an active interest in art,
literature and traditional practic-
es.
Rama Naik, president of the
Kannada Sahitya Parishat, at-
tended the event. Sanjeevkumar

-

S. Naik, District AYUSH Offi-
cer and district president of the
Karnataka State Government
Employees’ Association, was
also present.

Mangala Ven. Naik, Assistant
Director of the Department of
Kannada and Culture, participat-
ed in the programme along with
other dignitaries and guests.

Kalaprathibhotsava aims to
provide opportunities for chil-
dren and young people to
demonstrate their abilities and
gain encouragement through par-
ticipation in cultural pro-
grammes. Such initiatives can
help nurture confidence, creativ-
ity and an appreciation of Karna-
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taka’s rich cultural heritage
among the younger generation.

The involvement of the De-
partment of Kannada and Culture
also reflects the importance of
creating platforms where emerg-
ing talent can be recognised and
encouraged. Cultural pro-
grammes offer young partici-
pants opportunities to develop
their interests, interact with
others and gain experience in
presenting their skills before
an audience.

The gathering at the Karna-
taka State Government Em-
ployees’ Bhavan added to the
cultural activities being or-
ganised in the district.

GREATER BENGALURU AUTHORITY

Office of the Joint Commissioner,
IT Section, Annex-2 Building, GBA Head Office,
N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560002.

No: GBA/2026-27/IND0010/CALL-2 Date: 27-10-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Joint Commissioner, IT Section, GBA, Bengaluru invites
Tenders through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal from
eligible bidders for the following.

Name of the Work: Supply and Installation of 100 Nos.
Desktop Computers and 50 Nos. Laptops to GBA-IT.

Tender Reference No: GBA/2026-27/IND0010/CALL-2
Calendar of Events: 1) Date of Commencement of Download
of Document from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement
Portal Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 27-10-2026.
2) Tender Inviting Authority: Joint Commissioner - IT, GBA.
3) Tender Accepting Authority: Chief Commissioner - GBA.
4) Last Date for Submitting Clarifications if any: 02-11-2026
upto 1.00 PM. 5) Date of Pre Bid Meeting on 02-11-2026
at 4.00 PM in the Office of the Joint Commissioner, IT

A Uz AeTRRO ARTH ACHB3I
(3TorEdE TWETT 2WOTH WTED)
TOPFTROT YOIIACHTT THT 330, T C3RCETD NN,
%zr%ﬁad, NS BPY-576229. e mail: eevpzone@gmail.com
3e3c0 BomoT Trwuwd 50535: TY0/BACAR /TR /W /BorT® /
09&10/2026-27/990&991 Qz003%: 23/10/2026

(a-Tpporebow® Zedd) (Two Tender Document System)
S0T0% CIREWTR NPONT TORE mﬁoﬁa W TEMORYR Q-
Tpeohowr Zeddong  Bowommy mHIRmRC0on  HoRTTRy
STRIOINT, DTSR F8F0BOITLI.

(1) owony 2eg S, 417.24 & 4152 VYR (2) Y-TIRT°HOW
Fehdong HomOFY FIRTLIWTOTE HFe0s: 28/10/2026.
(3) Howo® wit BueTOr/BARLID I DT0T: 31/10/2026
(4) BomORY nSLIW dRNod Qmecs: 04/11/2026 o 5.00
noled=3R (5) &iowccabcl 3Bo3nE Dmeos: 05/11/2026 Fod 5.15
notiR. (6) @omc® JuBobY IRPYRe SHWIAR, TRTERD BT
938 WRGHRBRYTY, https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in a"w@:’gésf 89
THTTRISHZHTH.

e
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Kannada mother tongue rejection sparks outrage

CH NEWS, Kalaburagi

matter.

Ankalagi urged the state gov-
ernment to take strict action
against companies found violat-
ing applicable laws or engaging
in discriminatory recruitment
practices. He demanded that the
government consider withdraw-
ing concessions and cancelling
licences wherever legally justi-
fied.

He also called for measures to
protect the employment rights
and job security of Kannadiga
employees working in IT and
BT companies across the state.

ture, land and resources. He said
companies benefiting from facil-
ities and concessions provided
by the state government must
also recognise their responsibil-
ities towards local people.

Referring to a media report
published on October 25, Anka-
lagi expressed shock over the
alleged rejection of the job ap-
plication.

He said that discriminating
against a candidate on the basis
of their mother tongue was un-
acceptable and called on the
government to investigate the

Vijayakumar Ankalagi, Kalabu-
ragi taluk president of the Kar-
nataka Rakshana Vedike's
Praveen Shetty faction, has con-
demned an alleged incident in
which a job application was re-
portedly rejected because the
applicant had listed Kannada as
their mother tongue.

In a press statement, Ankalagi
urged information technology
and biotechnology companies
operating in Karnataka to re-
spect the state's language, cul-

Kannadasignage BANGALORE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY e ot sen 451 Reo/~ TOBFERVE GOUROLTF, IDEAR, Section, GBA Head Office, behind Glass House, 1st Floor,
dded at o o S [ TR B 2607 6 211026 Tk SatEm QM. ARRT, Wk ¥ | | N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560002. 6) Last Date and Time for
addeda e Uploading of Tender in Karnataka Public Procurement Portal:
Vijayapurahotel ||No: BDA/EE(East) TEN/725/2026-27 Dated: 27.10.2026 3 g‘mf’u* 5;;3 - 13-11-2026 upto 5.00 PM. 7) Date and Time of Opening of
=30 o Tenders (Pre Qualification and Technical Bid and Technical

afterforum’s NOTICE OF INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (TWO COVER SYSTEM) VT, MR Toeodh e  (Pre Qual :
Throuah GOK e - P t Platform htto:/l karnatak . Evaluation): 16-11-2026 at 11.00 AM. 8) Date and Time of
request e 0 = TR ICIEAT [ Gl 0 P Pl S A B ) w0 Bacwe, OB BORD, HRIRBY, Bonwech, IWrE3Z—562149 Opening of Tenders - Commercial Bid (Tentative): As per KPP
Bangalore Development Authority has proposed for stadium at Konadasapura Ground tenders are | | 5023;s%memo/e00¢0 /a-43-1/2026-27 Om008:27.10.2026] | Portal. 9) Address for Communication: Office of the Joint
VIJAYAPURA invited through electronic tendering system (e-procurement) for the said work. goro® woddows® zoad: (1) ROPRI2026-27/IND15280, (2) ROPRI2026 -27/ Commissioner, IT Section, GBA Head Office, behind

Glass House, 1st Floor, N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560002.

The management of ﬁ(', Name of work teAr]%[)er:()(R(;OISr: Eg:(:los) EM?na;;OLInt Tend:;ePiI:;Zssmg c:,;]mfe%fon IND15281, (3) RDPR/202.6-27/|ND15283, (4)RDPR/2026-27/IND15284 Phone: +91 94482 59312. 10) Placg of Opening of Tenders:
Niyaz Hotel on Sta- : : : : P (kppp.ka:natak?.gov.ln Foevs gm@ _ B KPP Portal (Online). Further details can be had from the
tion Road in Vijay- Proposed 11 (Eleveen) Sededns, My Towed SRy ©Nig, MWIAIY FOWTE | | above office. Sd/- Joint Commissioner
apura has added || 1 Stadium Rs. 820.00 8.50.000/- As per KPPP months. WY, MTIMN 9-LORTTRN  ©FZ BOFRD/LHEINV0T IT Section, GBA.
Kannada text to a Konadasapura LAKHS o procurement portal (Including kppp.karnataka.gov.in 5% 39 @RrRYD, STRITCRINT. ST

signboard advertis- Ground Monsoon)

Tender document can be downloaded from 28.10.2026 onwards from the Government of Karnataka
e-Procurement Website http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in under login for Contractors/ Vendors.
For Additional information Registration and e-payment, visit GoK e-Procurement helpdesk contact no.
+91 80 46010000, +91 80 68948777 and e-Procurement Cell contact no. 080-22230960,
080-22234115. Helpline/Whatsapp: 9483166622 (24x7) B@BDAOfficial Gok

Sd/- Executive Engineer, East Division, BDA, Bangalore.

ing a Maharashtrian
food festival fol-
lowing a request
from the North Kar-
nataka Comprehen-
sive Development
Forum.
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PNB customers
allege multi-crore
fraud at Greater

Noida branch

NEW DELHI
Several customers of
Punjab National Bank

(PNB) have alleged that
large sums of money
were withdrawn from

their accounts without
authorisation at the
bank’s Pi-1branchin
Greater Noida, prompting
complaints to the police
and raising concerns over
alleged irregularities at
the branch. According to
the customers, funds
worth crores of rupees
have allegedly gone miss-
ing from their accounts.
They further claimed that
after the issue came to
light, the bank replaced
the entire staff at the
branch and assured
affected customers that
efforts were underway to
resolve the matter. One
account holder, Sonu,
said nearly Rs 90 lakh
was missing from his
account.

Adani Group’s ACC
reports resilient

Q2 performance

AHMEDABAD
Adani Group-owned ACC
Limited on Tuesday
reported a resilient opera-
tional performance for
the second gquarter of
FY27, supported by an
improving sales mix,
higher premium product
volumes and a growing
trade business, even as
the cement industry navi-
gated monsoon-related
disruptions and elevated
energy costs. The com-
pany reported revenue
from operations of
Rs 5,689 crore during the
quarter ended
September 30 (Q2 FY27),
according to its stock
exchange filing. Operating
EBITDA stood at Rs 401
crore, translating into a
margin of 7 per cent, while
EBITDA per tonne came
in at Rs 414.

India’s realty
sector sees $2.1bn
institutional

inflowsin Q3

NEW DELHI
Institutional investment
activity in India’s real es-

tate sector remained
strong in Q3 2026, with
investments rising 20
per cent year-on-year
(YoY) and 12 per cent
quarter-on-quarter
(Q0o0Q) to $2.1 billion, a re-
port said on Tuesday.
The report from Cush-
man & Wakefield said
foreign investors led in-
vestment activity, de-
ploying $1.4 billion, ac-
counting for 68 per cent
of total investments,
while domestic institu-
tions contributed $0.7
billion, representing the
remaining 32 per cent.
The quarter marked a re-
versal after four consecu-
tive quarters of domes-
tic-led investment activi-
ty, with foreign invest-
ments rising 64 per cent
Qo0Q and 134 per cent
YoY. Domestic invest-
ments, meanwhile, mod-
erated by 34 per cent
QoQ and 39 per cent YoY,
following a high base of
domestic capital deploy-
ment over comparable
periods. Institutional in-
vestments totalled $5.5
billion year-to-date
(YTD), up 11 per cent YoV.
The data centre sector
emerged as the largest
recipient of institutional
capital in Q3 2026, at-
tracting 52 per cent of to-
tal investments and
moving up from second
position in the previous
quarter.

’'s support crucial for

India’s science-tech push’

The PM’s backing will be crucial for advancing India’s science and
technology ambitions, with ESTIC 2026 bringing stakeholders
together to strengthen innovation and realise Viksit Bharat.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s support is essential for
advancing science and tech-
nology and achieving the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat, Princi-
pal Scientific Adviser to the
government Professor Ajay
Kumar Sood said on Tuesday,
highlighting the significance
of the Emerging Science,
Technology and Innovation
Conclave (ESTIC) 2026.

Sood said the Prime Minis-
ter’s scheduled inauguration
of the conclave reflects the
government’s commitment to
science and technology-led
development.

“The Prime Minister’s in-
auguration of this event re-
flects his commitment and
priority for science and tech-
nology in making India a
Viksit Bharat. His support is
absolutely essential, and we
have been inspired by his vi-
sion and guided by it,” Sood
said.

He noted that ESTIC 2026

would build on the success of
the previous edition and pro-
vide fresh momentum to In-
dia’s science and technology
ecosystem by bringing togeth-
er key stakeholders.

The conclave will feature
12 contemporary themes cov-
ering various aspects of sci-
ence and technology. Repre-
sentatives from academia, in-
dustry, national laboratories
and policymaking institutions

are expected to participate in
discussions on emerging tech-
nological opportunities and
challenges.

Sood said the gathering
would encourage collabora-
tion among stakeholders and
help India identify ways to
take the lead in emerging
technologies.

“This gives a new impetus
to our ecosystem to see how
India can take the lead in all

‘ His support is
absolutely essential,

and we have been inspired by

his vision and guided by it.”

— Ajay Kumar Sood,
Principal Scientific Adviser

3-day ESTIC conclave
details

October 27t0 29

Bharat Mandapam,
New Delhi

12 contemporary
themes in science
and technology

Academia, industry,
national
laboratories and
policymakers

these technologies,” he said.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of scientific advance-
ment for national develop-
ment, Sood said science and
technology remained central
to India’s ambition of becom-
ing self-reliant.

India, Mexico launch

NEW DELHI

India and Mexico can unlock
new avenues for economic
growth, strengthen supply
chains and contribute to a
more dynamic global trading
order, Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal said on Tues-
day as the two countries pre-
pared to launch negotiations
for a Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA).

Agrawal arrived in Mexico
City for a two-day official
visit aimed at advancing bilat-
eral trade and economic coop-
eration. The visit includes the
signing of the Terms of Refer-
ence (ToR), formally launch-
ing negotiations for the pro-
posed agreement.

The Embassy of India in
Mexico, in partnership with
the Indmex Council, also
brought together Indian and
Mexican businesses ahead of
the launch of negotiations.

Addressing business repre-
sentatives, Agrawal high-
lighted the complementary
strengths of the two econo-
mies, India’s economic
growth of around 7 per cent
and the significant untapped
potential for trade, invest-
ment and commercial part-
nerships.

The proposed agreement

trade pact talks
g

Key trade figures
EXPORTS TO
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2025-26

AUTOMOBILE
EXPORTS

TOP TARIFF
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comes as Indian exporters
face tariffs of as much as 50
per cent on several products
under Mexico’s recently intro-
duced tariff regime. Officials
said the negotiations aim to
address trade concerns and
protect Indian exports in the
Mexican market.

Key Indian export sectors
expected to be covered in-
clude automobiles, textiles,
footwear, plastics, steel, chem-
icals and toys.

Official trade data showed
that India’s merchandise ex-
ports to Mexico stood at $5.73
billion in 2025-26.

Bihar Gramln Bank settles employee disputes

NEW DELHI

The government on Tuesday
announced the settlement of
two industrial disputes involv-
ing Bihar Gramin Bank man-
agement and employee organ-
isations, extending financial
benefits worth approximately
Rs 77.69 crore to more than
10,900 employees.

The disputes were resolved
through conciliation efforts
led by the Assistant Labour
Commissioner (Central), Pat-
na, under the Office of the
Chief Labour Commissioner
(Central), Ministry of Labour
and Employment.

According to the ministry,
the first settlement between
Bihar Gramin Bank Adhikari
Sangh, Patna, and the bank
management is expected to
benefit around 8,400 employ-
ees. The settlement involves
financial benefits amounting
to approximately Rs 67.17
crore.

The second settlement,
reached between Bihar
Gramin Bank Workers Or-
ganisation (BGBWO) and the
bank management, is expect-
ed to benefit approximately
2,500 employees. It involves
financial benefits worth
around Rs 10.52 crore, in-

Two Bihar Gramin Bank
settlements will
provide Rs 77.69 crore in
financial benefits to
more than 10,900
employees.

cluding recurring annual ben-
efits of approximately
Rs 9.02 crore.

The agreement addresses
demands concerning the im-
plementation of the 12th Bi-
partite Settlement, enhance-
ment of House Rent Allow-
ance (HRA), increased trans-
port allowance for employees
with disabilities, overtime
payments, transparency in
promotion processes and the
formation of a Negotiating
Council.

The Labour Ministry said
the settlements were achieved
through constructive dialogue
and cooperation between the
bank management and em-
ployee organisations.

Paytm’s merchant-led model proves resilient

NEW DELHI

Paytm’s continued expansion
in merchant payments is eas-
ing concerns over rising com-
petition in India’s digital pay-
ments market, according to
global brokerage Bernstein,
which has maintained its ‘Out-
perform’ rating on the fintech
company with a target price of
Rs 2,200.

In its latest report on Pay-
tm’s Q2 FY27 results, Bern-
stein highlighted the addition
of approximately 7 lakh mer-
chant devices during the Sep-
tember quarter, consistent

Paytm’s merchant device
network expanded to 1.64
crore, reflecting its growing
reach among businesses. The
company also reported im-
proving consumer engage-
ment, with monthly transact-
ing users increasing by 50
lakh sequentially and 1 crore
year-on-year to reach 8.5
crore.

2,648

Rs crore revenue, up
28% YoY

270

Rs crore EBITDA, up
90% users

8.5¢cr

monthly transacting

with the company’s recent
quarterly run rate. The bro-
kerage noted that sustained
device additions were allevi-
ating concerns around rising
competitive intensity.

The brokerage flagged ris-
ing operating expenses, but
Paytm’s financial perfor-
mance reflected improving
operating leverage. Revenue
increased 28 per cent year-on-

year to Rs 2,648 crore, while
EBITDA rose 90 per cent to
Rs 270 crore. Indirect expens-
es, despite increasing in abso-
lute terms, declined as a pro-
portion of revenue to approx-
imately 46 per cent from 52
per cent a year earlier.
Bernstein also noted an im-
provement in Paytm’s pay-
ments monetisation, with net
payment margins expanding
from 8.5 basis points to
9.1 basis points. Net payment
revenue increased 7 per cent
sequentially despite payment
GMV remaining flat quar-
ter-on-quarter, indicating im-
proved monetisation of exist-
ing transaction volumes.
Financial services emerged
as another growth driver, with
revenue rising 49 per cent
year-on-year and 12 per cent
sequentially. Meanwhile, mar-
keting services revenue grew
26 per cent year-on-year and
20 per cent quarter-on-quarter,
marking a recovery after sev-
eral quarters of stagnation.

Delhi traders urge Congress
to defer Nov 1 rally

NEW DELHI

Traders and sweet shop own-
ers in Delhi on Tuesday urged
the Congress party and other
INDIA bloc leaders to post-
pone their November 1 rally
until after Diwali, expressing
concerns that the event could
disrupt business during the
crucial festive season.

They said the rally would be
the fifth such event in four
months, adding that repeated
demonstrations had affected
commercial activities and
caused financial losses to trad-
ers. Mukesh Gupta, President
of the Bengali Market Traders
Association, said the repeated
rallies had severely affected
the business of shopkeepers
and traders, leaving many
struggling to support their
families.

“Rallies are not being held

for the first time on Novem-
ber 1. This is the fifth rally in
the last four months. This has
completely ruined the busi-
nesses of shopkeepers and
traders. Business owners are
unable to support even their
wives and children. There is
hardly any purchasing, shop-
ping or business activity.
Shops often have to be closed,
and there is also a fear of van-
dalism. Why are these rallies
being held, and for what pur-
pose? I do not know why these
people do this,” he said.
“They should sit together

“If they hold the rally
after Diwali, nobody
will suffer losses or face
inconvenience.”

MUKESH GUPTA President,
Bengali Market Traders
Association

and resolve their issues. Ideal-
ly, there should be no rallies.
If they are held, they should
take place at locations where
they do not affect anyone. We
have also been asking them
not to hold this rally, and trad-
ers and others are making the
same request. Even people in
the government are saying that
this rally should not take
place,” he said. Gupta added
that traders had made repeated
appeals to Congress leaders,
including party president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi, to reconsider the date.

AN ENERGY TRANSITION

Bangladesh faces growth, trade

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s economy is
confronting three intercon-
nected crises, namely slowing
growth, a widening trade defi-
cit and severe banking-sector
weaknesses, a new report has
said. These risks make eco-
nomic stability difficult and
create pressure for urgent re-
forms, the report from Ban-
gladesh-based publication
The Asian Age said.

Citing data from the World
Bank, the report said that Ban-
gladesh’s economic growth
slowed to 3.4 per cent in fiscal
year 2025-26 and is expected
to remain flat in FY27, well
below the government’s 6.5
per cent target.

The IMF projected growth
of 3.2 per cent for FY27 and
average inflation of 10.9
per cent, highlighting concern

over weakening real incomes
and rising poverty risks, the
report noted.

Though remittances have so
far kept the country’s external
accounts out of crisis, the re-
port said exports and foreign
investment must increase to
avoid an enormous trade defi-
cit and prevent an economic
collapse.

According to Bangladesh
Bank data, imports rose 8.6
per cent year-on-year to $6.44
billion in July FY27, while
exports reached $4.35 billion,
widening the trade deficit to
$2.09 billion.

“The banking sector pres-
ents the most acute of the

and banking crises: Report

three crises. According to
Bangladesh Bank’s latest Fi-
nancial Stability Report, the
banking sector’s capital ade-
quacy ratio (CRAR) had
turned negative by the end of
2025,” the report noted.

Restructuring the banking
sector will require nearly 10
per cent of GDP, while the
FY2026-27 budget reportedly
allocated only Tk 40,000 crore
to support weak banks and fi-
nancial institutions, far less
than the estimated require-
ment of Tk 6 lakh crore.

“When banks weaken, cred-
it flows contract. In January
2026, private-sector credit
growth fell to 6.03 per cent,
one of the lowest levels in the
past decade. A contraction in
credit restricts investment and
employment, further under-
mining economic growth,”
the report explained.

CCUS ojfers path to industrial decarbonisation

NEW DELHI

Carbon Capture, Utilisation
and Storage (CCUS) can help
India reduce emissions from
hard-to-abate industries while
supporting its Net Zero target
for 2070, according to an of-
ficial statement issued on
Tuesday.

The technology is consid-
ered an important pathway for
reducing industrial emissions,
particularly in sectors where
switching to renewable energy
or electrification alone may
not be sufficient. Certain in-

dustrial processes require ex-
tremely high temperatures or
rely on carbon-based inputs,
making complete decarboni-
sation more challenging.
CCUS involves capturing
carbon dioxide from industri-

al sources before it enters the
atmosphere. The captured
carbon dioxide can subse-
quently be used in productive
applications or stored secure-
ly underground, helping limit
emissions while allowing es-

sential industrial activities to
continue.

NITI Aayog has identified
the technology as important
for decarbonising hard-to-
abate sectors, including steel,
cement, oil and gas, petro-
chemicals, chemicals and fer-
tilisers. These industries ac-
count for significant industrial
emissions and face technolog-
ical challenges in achieving
deep emission reductions.

The government is working
to develop an ecosystem in-
volving research institutions,
public sector enterprises and

private industry. According to
the statement, initiatives
across several states include
operational projects, projects

utilisation technologies and

secure storage infrastructure.
The initiative is being high-

lighted at the second edition of

HOW CCUS WORKS
Capture Use Store
carbon dioxide from in productive securely underground
industrial sources applications

under execution and propos-
als at different stages of
development.

These efforts are expected
to strengthen indigenous ca-
pabilities in carbon capture,

the Emerging Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Con-
clave (ESTIC-2026), taking
place from October 27 to 29 at
Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi.
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THE SOLUTION HIDDEN
IN OUR LIFESTYLE

odern life has given
us remarkable com-
fort, convenience

and technology. Yet, along-
side these advantages, many
people face stress, inactivity,

unhealthy eating habits, poor
sleep and increasing depen-
dence on digital devices. We
often search for complicated
solutions to problems that
may have simple answers hid-
den within our everyday life-
style. Our lifestyle is not
merely a pattern of living; it is
a powerful influence on our
physical health, mental
well-being, relationships and
overall quality of life. Small
daily choices, repeated con-
sistently, can sometimes make
a greater difference than occa-
sional efforts.

The Power of Simple Habits

A healthy lifestyle does not
necessarily require expensive
equipment, complicated diets
or dramatic changes. Regular
physical activity, balanced
food, adequate sleep and suf-
ficient water are basic habits
with significant benefits.
Walking, stretching, cycling,
gardening or participating in
household activities can help
reduce sedentary behaviour.
The important thing is consis-
tency rather than perfection.

Food as a Daily Choice

Food is one of the most visi-
ble expressions of lifestyle.
Modern diets often contain
excessive processed foods,
sugar, salt and unhealthy fats.
At the same time, traditional
diets based on seasonal and
locally available foods may
offer useful lessons in balance
and variety. Eating mindfully,
choosing nutritious foods and
avoiding unnecessary overeat-
ing can become an important
part of preventive health.

Sleep: The Forgotten Medicine
In the race to achieve more,
sleep is often sacrificed. Late-
night screen use, irregular
schedules and excessive work
can interfere with healthy
sleep patterns. Adequate and
regular sleep supports con-
centration, mood, learning
and daily functioning. Treat-
ing sleep as a necessity rather
than a luxury is an important
lifestyle change.

Movement in a Sedentary World
Technology has reduced the
amount of physical effort re-
quired in everyday life. We sit
in offices, travel in vehicles
and spend long hours looking
at screens. Introducing move-
ment into the day can make a
difference. Taking short walk-
ing breaks, using stairs when
appropriate and spending time
outdoors are simple ways to
reduce prolonged sitting.

Mental Well-Being through
Balance

A healthy lifestyle also in-
cludes mental balance. Con-
stant notifications, social me-
dia comparisons and informa-
tion overload can leave the
mind exhausted. Spending
time with family, reading,

When small healthy
habits become part of
our routine, lifestyle
itself can become one
of our most valuable
resources for a
healthier, happier and
more balanced life.

pursuing hobbies, enjoying
nature and maintaining mean-
ingful social connections can

provide valuable mental
space. Learning to disconnect
from technology for certain
periods can also help restore
attention.

Relationships Are Part of Health
Human beings need meaning-
ful relationships. A lifestyle
focused entirely on competi-
tion, productivity and materi-
al success can leave little
time for family and friends. A
conversation with a loved
one, a shared meal or helping
someone in need may appear
insignificant, but such mo-
ments can strengthen emo-
tional bonds and provide a
sense of belonging.

Nature as a Teacher

Nature offers another simple
lifestyle lesson. Walking
among trees, spending time in
sunlight, observing the chang-
ing seasons or simply sitting
in a quiet outdoor environ-
ment can encourage reflection
and calm. Modern life often
separates people from nature.
Reconnecting with it can re-
mind us of the value of sim-
plicity, patience and balance.

Prevention Begins with
Everyday Choices

Many health problems are in-
fluenced by multiple factors,
including genetics, environ-
ment and lifestyle. This does
not mean that lifestyle alone
can prevent or cure every dis-
ease. However, healthier hab-
its can form an important part
of preventive well-being. The
solution therefore may not
always lie in searching for
something new. Sometimes it
lies in improving what we al-
ready do every day.

From Awareness to Action
Knowing what is healthy is
not enough. The real chal-
lenge is turning knowledge
into behaviour. Instead of
making unrealistic resolu-
tions, people can begin with
small and practical changes:
walking regularly, eating
more mindfully, sleeping on
time, limiting unnecessary
screen use and making space
for relationships and recre-
ation. Small changes become
powerful when they are
repeated.

A Sustainable Way of Living

A healthy lifestyle should also
be sustainable. Extreme re-
strictions are difficult to
maintain. A balanced ap-
proach that allows enjoyment
while encouraging modera-
tion is more realistic for long-
term well-being. The goal
should not be perfection but
consistency, awareness and
balance.

The Solution May Be Closer Than
We Think

We often look outside our-
selves for solutions in new
technologies, expensive treat-
ments, complicated pro-
grammes or quick fixes. Yet
some answers may already
exist in the way we live. A
more active day, nutritious
food, adequate sleep, mean-
ingful relationships, time in
nature and a balanced use of
technology can collectively
transform everyday life. The
solution hidden in our life-
style is not a magic formula.
It is a simple reminder: better
living often begins with better
daily choices.

SAUDI-HOUTHI CONFLICT IN YEMEN

( X ) DR. PRIYANKA
SAURABH

he conflict between
TSaudi Arabia and

Houthi rebels is one of
West Asia’s most serious se-
curity challenges. The conflict
is a result of Yemen’s
long-running civil war, polit-
ical instability, regional power
struggles, and international
strategic interests. The con-
flict escalated after Houthi
rebels seized the Yemeni cap-
ital, Sana’a, in 2014. The in-
tervention of a Saudi-led mil-
itary coalition in March 2015
transformed the conflict from
a domestic political crisis to a
regional security challenge.
Although diplomatic efforts
have attempted to de-escalate
tensions, the conflict remains
a serious threat to humanitar-
ian security, maritime trade,
and regional stability.

The primary cause of this
conflict is Yemen’s political
instability and weak gover-
nance. Widespread protests
during the 2011 Arab Spring
forced President Ali Abdullah
Saleh to step down. His suc-
cessor, Abdrabbuh Mansur
Hadi, failed to establish an
effective and inclusive re-
gime. Corruption, unemploy-
ment, economic inequality,
and weak government institu-
tions weakened the political
system. As a result, competi-
tion increased among various
armed groups and political
forces, creating favorable
conditions for the expansion
of the Houthi movement.

The second major reason is
the Houthi movement’s polit-
ical and social grievances.
The Houthi movement, also
known as Ansar Allah,
emerged from the Zaidi Shia
community in northern Ye-
men. Its supporters protested
political neglect, economic
underdevelopment, and reli-
gious-cultural marginaliza-
tion. Over time, the move-
ment evolved into a powerful
armed organization. Although
its roots lie in Yemen’s do-
mestic environment, its mili-
tary expansion and conflict
with rival political groups

further exacerbated the coun-
try’s instability.

The Houthis’ capture of the
capital, Sana’a, in 2014
marked a turning point in the
conflict. They subsequently
expanded their influence in
several other areas of the

flict a broader regional di-
mension. Thus, Yemen has
become a major center of in-
ternal political conflict as well
as power competition in West
Asia.

The conflict has had serious
consequences for regional

attacks on Saudi Arabia’s
Abqaiq and Khurais oil instal-
lations in 2019 exposed the
vulnerabilities of critical ener-
gy infrastructure. It would be
unfair to attribute these attacks
solely to the Saudi-Houthi
conflict, but they did highlight

country, weakening the inter-
nationally recognized Yemeni
government and disrupting
the political transition pro-
cess. Saudi Arabia viewed
this development as a serious
security challenge near its
southern border. Sharing a
long border with Yemen, Sau-
di Arabia feared that the
Houthi expansion could im-
pact its regional security and
strategic interests.

Saudi Arabia’s security con-
cerns are another significant
factor in the conflict. The
Houthis’ missile and drone at-
tacks on Saudi territory, tar-
geting military installations
and critical infrastructure,
have escalated tensions be-
tween the two sides. In March
2015, Saudi Arabia intervened
militarily to curb the Houthis’
growing power and support
the recognized Yemeni gov-
ernment. While the stated ob-
jective of this intervention
was to restore the Yemeni
government, the prolonged
military campaign further
complicated the resolution of
the conflict.

A broader geopolitical fac-
tor in this conflict is regional
competition between Iran and
Saudi Arabia. Iran has provid-
ed various levels of political,
technical, and military sup-
port to the Houthi movement.
Saudi Arabia views this as a
threat to growing Iranian in-
fluence near its southern bor-
der. Although the Houthi
movement has its own domes-
tic roots and independent po-
litical priorities, the Iran-Sau-
di rivalry has given the con-

peace and security. Its most
visible impact is the humani-
tarian crisis. The prolonged
war has displaced large num-
bers of people and exacerbat-
ed problems such as food in-
security, malnutrition, and
lack of health services. Hos-
pitals, schools, water supply
systems, and other public fa-
cilities have been damaged.
Weak governance and eco-
nomic crisis have made life
more difficult for ordinary
citizens. Such circumstances
can also create opportunities
for the expansion of militant
organizations and illicit activ-
ities.

Another major impact has
been on maritime security.
Yemen’s geographical loca-
tion is highly strategic, being
near the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait. This strait connects the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden
and provides a vital route for
trade between Asia and Eu-
rope via the Suez Canal. The
Houthis’ targeting of commer-
cial vessels and maritime traf-
fic has impacted the security
of international shipping. In-
creasing attacks in the Red
Sea, particularly since late
2023, have prompted many
shipping companies to seek
alternative routes. Travel
time, fuel costs, and transpor-
tation costs have increased as
ships circumvent the southern
tip of Africa.

The third impact has been
on energy security. West Asia
is a major hub for global oil
supplies, and security inci-
dents there can impact inter-
national energy markets. The

the broader risks associated
with regional instability. The
threat of attacks on energy in-
stallations increases oil price
uncertainty, increases insur-
ance costs, and increases the
risk of disruptions to global
supply.

Fourth, the impact has been
on the regional balance of
power and international rela-
tions. The conflict has deep-
ened distrust between Iran
and Saudi Arabia and in-
creased the role of outside
powers in West Asia. The in-
creased use of missiles,
drones, and other advanced
weapons has intensified mili-
tary competition. This has
forced regional countries to
devote greater resources to
their defense systems, intelli-
gence capabilities, and mari-
time security. Furthermore,
the conflict’s expansion could
lead to broader regional ten-
sions, impacting counterter-
rorism cooperation and other
diplomatic efforts.

Its impact on global trade is
also significant. The Red Sea
and Suez Canal routes are vi-
tal to international supply
chains. Insecurity in the re-
gion could increase the cost
of transporting goods, delay
supplies, and put additional
pressure on import-dependent
economies. Rising transporta-
tion costs for food, fuel, and
industrial goods could exacer-
bate economic challenges,
particularly for developing
countries.

A lasting solution to this
conflict lies in an inclusive
political process and regional

diplomacy, rather than mili-
tary action. It is essential to
advance meaningful dialogue
between the Houthi move-
ment, the recognized Yemeni
government, and other rele-
vant parties, under UN medi-
ation. Issues related to politi-
cal representation, pow-
er-sharing, security arrange-
ments, and the equitable dis-
tribution of national resources
must be resolved. Further-
more, dialogue and confi-
dence-building measures be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran
must be strengthened. Prog-
ress toward improving rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries can be leveraged to es-
tablish peace in Yemen.

Additionally, it is essential
to ensure an effective cease-
fire, the uninterrupted supply
of humanitarian aid, and the
protection of civilians. The
international community must
cooperate, in accordance with
international law, to maintain
the security of sea lanes and
freedom of navigation. Creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties, rebuilding the economy,
and strengthening accountable
governance institutions are
equally important for long-
term peace in Yemen.

In conclusion, the Sau-
di-Houthi conflict demon-
strates how domestic political
instability, regional rivalries,
and external interference can
transform a local crisis into a
broader international security
challenge. Its consequences
extend beyond Yemen’s bor-
ders, affecting humanitarian
well-being, maritime trade,
energy security, and the sta-
bility of West Asia. Lasting
peace requires an inclusive

‘ A peaceful, stable,
and sovereign
Yemen is not only in the
interest of its citizens,
but also essential for the
security of the entire
region and the world.”

— Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

political solution, Saudi-Ira-
nian dialogue, respect for in-
ternational law, and contin-
ued cooperation for Yemen’s
reconstruction.

THE CASE FOR BEING UNREACHABLE

DR. THEJAS GIGY
THOMAS

omewhere in the last de-
S cade, availability quiet-

ly became a virtue. To
reply within minutes is to be
responsive, and to leave a
message unread is to be rude,
or worse, uncommitted. We
have built a working culture
in which the person who an-
swers fastest is assumed to
care most. This is a mistake,

‘ Being a little harder
toreachis, more

often than we admit, how

that time gets made.”

— Dr. Thejas Gigy Thomas

and an expensive one.
Consider what an al-
ways-on posture does to the
quality of thought. Deep
work, the kind that produces

a solid analysis, a well-de-
signed system, or a paragraph
worth reading twice, depends
on sustained, uninterrupted
attention. Researchers who
study interruption have long
observed that returning to a
task after a distraction takes
far longer than the distraction
itself. A thirty-second glance
at a message can cost many
minutes of recovered focus.
Multiply that by a day of
pings and the arithmetic is
grim: people are present for
everything and fully engaged
in nothing.

The deeper problem is that
responsiveness is easy to
measure and depth is not. A
reply time is visible to every-
one. The quality of an idea
that didn’t get dismantled by
a dozen interruptions is invis-
ible. Organizations, like indi-
viduals, tend to optimize what
they can see. So we reward
the quick answer over the
considered one, and then

Urban Infrastructure

in Crisis

Through the columns of your es-
teemed newspaper, [ wish to ex-
press deep concern regarding the
recurring urban flooding across
major metro cities during heavy
monsoons. Year after year, short
spells of intense rainfall sub-
merge key commercial and resi-
dential areas, collapsing civic life
and exposing severe infrastruc-
tural deficits.

The primary culprits remain
unmanaged concrete coverage,
neglected storm-drainage net-
works, and indiscriminate en-
croachment upon natural water
bodies. Patchwork repairs prior
to every monsoon season fail to
resolve these structural issues.
Urban development authorities
must urgently transition toward
sustainable planning—incorpo-
rating permeable pavements, re-
storing natural wetlands, and
enforcing strict drainage mainte-
nance. Sustainable city design is
no longer a luxury, but an abso-
lute necessity for economic sur-
vival.

— Oman

Regulating Global AI
I am writing to highlight the ur-
gent imperative for an interna-
tional regulatory framework gov-
erning Artificial Intelligence. As
frontier Al models proliferate
globally across defense, finance,
and deepfake creation, national
borders offer virtually no protec-
tion against algorithm-driven dis-
information, cyber vulnerabilities,
or systemic bias. While individu-
al nations have introduced do-
mestic policies, fragmented gov-
ernance leaves dangerous loop-
holes for unchecked technologi-
cal abuse. The international com-
munity must collaborate through
multilateral forums like the Unit-
ed Nations to establish global
safety benchmarks, ethical con-
straints, and transparent auditing
protocols. Without binding inter-
national standards, autonomous
technologies could undermine
democracy, job markets, and in-
ternational security. Global tech-
nological advancement must be
matched by unified global re-
sponsibility before critical bound-
aries are crossed.

—Rohan Verma

wonder why decisions feel
shallow and burnout feels
routine.

None of this is an argument

against collaboration or
against urgency. Some situa-
tions demand an immediate
response, and a team that can-
not reach its members in an
emergency has a real problem.
But most of what lands in our
inboxes and chat channels is
not an emergency. It is a ques-
tion that could wait an hour, a
status update that could be a
paragraph at day’s end, an
“FYI” that informs no one.
Treating all of it with the same
urgency teaches everyone to
treat none of it carefully.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Combating the
Plastic Plague
I request space in your columns
to draw public and official atten-
tion to the growing environmen-
tal threat posed by single-use
plastics and microplastic contam-
ination. Despite legal prohibi-
tions on single-use plastics, weak
enforcement allows non-biode-
gradable waste to clog rivers,
destroy marine ecosystems, and
leak toxic chemicals into munic-
ipal food chains. Relying solely
on consumer awareness is insuf-
ficient. Municipal corporations
and state governments must en-
force strict accountability on
plastic manufacturers through
Extended Producer Responsibil-
ity (EPR) mandates. Simultane-
ously, investments must be
scaled up toward affordable, bio-
degradable packaging alterna-
tives and decentralized waste
segregation facilities. Protecting
our public health and ecological
heritage requires decisive regula-
tory action and rigorous
ground-level execution without
further delay.

— Priya Mukherjee

What would a healthier
norm look like? It would be-
gin with leaders, because
norms flow downward. A

manager who sends messages
at midnight and expects noth-
ing back until morning sets a
different tone from one who
sends the same message and
quietly signals that a reply is
due immediately. Teams can
agree on what counts as ur-
gent and how to flag it. They
can protect blocks of the day
for focused work, and default
to asynchronous communica-
tion, written clearly enough
that the reader does not need
to ask a follow-up.
Individuals can do their

part too. Silencing notifica-
tions, batching email, and
saying “I’ll get back to you
by tomorrow” are small acts,
but they accumulate. They
also model something worth
modeling: that a person can
be committed and reliable
without being perpetually on
call.

There is a quieter benefit as
well. Time spent unreachable
is time for the thoughts that
only arrive when nothing is
demanding our attention: the
connection between two unre-
lated problems, the realization
that a plan is flawed, the sen-
tence that finally comes out
right. These are not luxuries.
They are much of what we are
paid to produce.

We should stop mistaking
speed for dedication. The
most valuable thing a col-
league can offer is not an in-
stant reply but a good one,
and good ones take time to
think through.

Bridging the

Youth Skill Gap

Through your columns, I wish to
highlight the pressing issue of
youth unemployment and the
growing skill mismatch in our
national labor market.

Despite a rising number of
university graduates, modern in-
dustries consistently report a
critical shortage of candidates
equipped with practical, technol-
ogy-driven skills. Degree pro-
grams remain overly focused on
theoretical learning, leaving stu-
dents unprepared for rapidly
evolving sector demands such as
automation, digital marketing,
and modern engineering. To
solve this crisis, educational in-
stitutions must overhaul curricu-
lums in partnership with industry
leaders. Integrating mandatory
apprenticeships, vocational train-
ing, and technical certifications
into higher education will em-
power youth and secure sustain-
able economic growth. Action
must be taken before our demo-
graphic dividend becomes a lost
opportunity.

— Vinisha

Securing Global

Digital Infrastructure

I am writing to draw attention to
the severe global threat posed by
state-sponsored cyberattacks on
critical infrastructure. Recent in-
cidents across power grids, bank-
ing systems, and healthcare net-
works demonstrate how interna-
tional conflict has expanded into
digital warfare, threatening the
daily lives of millions world-
wide.

As supply chains and public
utilities become deeply intercon-
nected across borders, isolated
national cybersecurity measures
are no longer sufficient. Interna-
tional bodies must draft binding
treaties similar to nuclear
non-proliferation agreements that
define strict boundaries against
targeting civilian digital net-
works. Global stability now de-
pends on strong cyber defense
standards, international intelli-
gence sharing, and enforceable
rules of engagement. Nations
must unite to safeguard the
shared digital backbone that sus-
tains modern civilization.

—Arjun Mehta
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Barwoman diés
after husband allegedly

sets heron fire
SUPAUL

A 21-year-old woman,
Damini Kumari, died
after her husband,
Sanjeev Sah, allegedly
poured petrol on her
and set her on fire in
Bihar’s Supaul district,
police said.Local resi-
dents rescued Damini
and took her to a hospi-
tal, but she died.Police
said the couple, who
married nine months
ago after meeting on
Instagram, had marital
differences. The alleged
attack followed a dis-
pute over divorce
papers, which Damini
reportedly refused to
sign. Sanjeev has been
arrested, and further
investigation is under-
way.

FIR against four men
onwoman’s sexval
assault complaint

HYDERABAD

Police registered an FIR
against four men after
an 18-year-old woman
from Bangladesh
alleged that they sexu-
ally assaulted her at a
rented house in
Hyderabad.She alleged
that she was confined
inside the house and
that the men threatened
to kill her if she revealed
the incidents.The case
came to light on
October 23. A complaint
was filed on October 26,
and police are investi-
gating the allegations.

Baby elephant dies
after falling from
hillin Wayanad

WAYANAD

A baby elephant died
after falling from a hill at
a plantation in Muthumari
near Kattikkulam in
Kerala's Wayanad district,
with CCTV footage cap-
turing the incident.

The footage, which circu-

lated on social media on

Monday, showed the calf
falling and its mother
attempting toreach it.

The Rapid Action Team of
the North Wayanad
Forest Division reached
the spot on Sunday but
could not approach the
calf as a herd surrounded
it. The calf’s death was
confirmed, and its body
was taken deeper into the
forest.

Keralam private bus
operators to strike
fromNov 3

PALAKKAD

Private bus operators in
Keralam have
announced an indefi-
nite strike from
November 3, accusing
the state government
of failing to address
mounting losses fol-
lowing the introduction
of the Priyadarshini ser-
vice by the Kerala State
Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC).
The operators claimed
that the Priyadarshini
service, which provides
free travel for women
and transgender per-
sons on ordinary KSRTC
buses, had caused
losses of Rs 12 crore to
the private bus sector in
four months.The opera-
tors warned that all pri-
vate buses would
remain off the roads
unless the government
acted on their demands.

India invites Pakistan minister

to SCO civilisational dialogue

For the first time since 2023, India has invited a Pakistani
minister to a major SCO cultural forum, bringing representatives
from over 25 countries to Delhi in November.

NEW DELHI

India has invited Pakistan’s
Minister for National Heri-
tage and Culture, Aurangzeb
Khan Khichi, to the inaugural
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) Civilisational
Dialogue Forum, scheduled to
be held in New Delhi from
November 20 to 22.

The event marks the first
such invitation to a Pakistani
minister since 2023. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
expected to inaugurate the fo-
rum, which will bring togeth-
er representatives from more
than 25 countries at the his-
toric Purana Qila, a 16th-cen-
tury fort in the national capi-
tal.

The dialogue is being or-
ganised jointly by the Minis-
try of Culture and the Minis-
try of External Affairs. The
initiative was proposed by
Modi at the SCO leaders’
summit in Tianjin last year
and subsequently adopted by
the SCO Council.

Culture ministers from all
10 SCO member states have
been invited, including repre-
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sentatives from China, Rus-
sia, Iran, Belarus and Central
Asian countries. Invitations
have also been extended to
representatives of 15 dialogue
partners and observer coun-
tries.

The SCO is a regional
grouping that includes India
and Pakistan, alongside Chi-
na, Russia, Iran, Belarus and
Central Asian member states.
The proposed forum aims to
provide a platform for partic-
ipating countries to engage on
civilisational and cultural is-
sues.

The invitation to Pakistan
comes amid strained bilateral
relations between New Delhi
and Islamabad.

SCO meet: key details

WHEN November 20-22,
2026

WHERE Purana Qila, New
Delhi

Pakistani minister
invited, first since
2023

The three-day gathering is
expected to bring together of-
ficials from across the SCO
region and its partner coun-
tries, with the historic Purana
Qila serving as the venue for
the inaugural dialogue.

Sanjay Raut alleges 32,490 trees
face axe ahead of Modi’s visit

MUMBAI

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut on Tuesday alleged
that more than 32,000 trees
near the eco-sensitive Bhi-
mashankar Wildlife Sanctuary
in Maharashtra are set to be
felled ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s proposed
visit for a hydropower proj-
ect’s ground-breaking cere-
mony on November 3.

Raut shared on X a letter
purportedly issued by a forest
official, stating that approval
had been granted to divert
233 hectares of land for the
Rs 13,505-crore Saidongar-I
Karjat Pumped Storage Hy-
droelectric Project in Raigad
district.

According to the letter, the
project would involve clear-
ing 197 hectares of reserved
forest, 26 hectares of private
forest and nine hectares of
protected forest land in Karjat
to establish a 3,000 MW facil-
ity.

The letter, reportedly issued
by Karjat East Range Forest
Officer Sameer Shinde, states
that tree felling must be re-
stricted to the 32,490 trees
approved under the diversion
proposal. It also reportedly
calls for the affected trees to
be removed immediately in
view of the Prime Minister’s

proposed visit.

Torrent Power project
The project, being developed
by Gujarat-based Torrent
Power, has drawn criticism
from Opposition leaders and
environmental activists, who
have raised concerns about its
potential impact on forest
cover and wildlife.

The proposed facility is lo-
cated around 16 km from Bhi-
mashankar Wildlife Sanctuary
and 20 km from the Bhi-
mashankar Temple. The proj-
ect is expected to strengthen
grid reliability and energy
security in Maharashtra and
other regions.

Raut also criticised BJP-
nominated Rajya Sabha MP
and senior lawyer Ujjwal
Nikam for supporting the
project, arguing that he should

The Rs 13,505-crore
pumped storage project
in Raigad involves
forest land diversion,
raising concerns among
Opposition leaders and
environmental activists
over potential
ecological damage.

stand up for public interests
rather than back a venture that
critics say threatens green
cover.

The allegations have inten-
sified debate over the balance
between energy infrastructure
development and environ-
mental protection. The claims
regarding the tree-felling or-
der are based on the letter
shared by Raut.

Uttarakhand presents ¥7,844-crore
supplementary budget

DEHRADUN

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on
Tuesday presented a supple-
mentary budget of Rs
7,844.18 crore for the
2026-27 financial year at the
Vidhan Sabha in Gairsain, in-
creasing the state’s total bud-
get outlay to Rs 1,19,547.39
crore from Rs 1,11,703.21
crore.

The additional allocation
prioritises infrastructure, agri-
culture, local bodies, health-
care, education and welfare
schemes. Of the supplementa-
ry amount, Rs 4,164.32 crore
has been earmarked for capi-
tal expenditure, while Rs
3,679.86 crore will go to-
wards revenue expenditure.

The government has in-
creased the share of state tax
revenue allocated to rural and

urban local bodies from
10.5% to 12.5%, following
the recommendations of the
Sixth State Finance Commis-
sion. A total of Rs 721 crore
has been provided for local
bodies, alongside Rs 500
crore under the Special Assis-
tance to States for Capital In-
vestment scheme.

Agriculture has received
significant support, with Rs
1,100 crore allocated for pro-
curing paddy and wheat from
farmers. Other provisions in-
clude Rs 70 crore for cli-
mate-resilient rainfed agricul-
ture, Rs 28 crore for trout
promotion, Rs 9 crore for
farmer pensions and Rs 1
crore for a new beekeeping
policy.

The budget also provides
Rs 48 crore for ground sub-
sidence remediation in Joshi-
math and affected areas. Wa-
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Budget in focus

total budget

71.19 lakh cr

%200 cr

ter supply projects have re-
ceived allocations, including
Rs 300 crore for contractor
clearances under the Jal Je-
evan Mission.

Healthcare provisions in-
clude Rs 100 crore for the
Atal Ayushman Yojana, offer-
ing cashless medical coverage
of up to Rs 5.5 lakh per fami-
ly, and Rs 125 crore for gov-
ernment employees’ medical
benefits.

Education and sports initia-
tives include Rs 200 crore for
digital learning, Rs 35 crore
for a Sports University and Rs
10 crore for a women’s sports
college in Champawat. The
budget comes ahead of the
2027 Assembly elections.

MRPL wins two national innovation
awards at ETM 2026

tefinery anc

etrochemicals Li

™ FCC: Indigenous Closed Loop PFCC Realtime Optimizer”

GOA

Mangalore Refinery and Pet-
rochemicals Limited (MRPL),
a subsidiary of Oil and Natu-
ral Gas Corporation (ONGC),
has won two national awards
for innovation and indigenous
technology development at
the 29th Energy Technology
and Innovation Meet (ETM)
2026.

The awards, presented on
October 27 at ATI-ONGC in
Goa, were instituted by the
Centre for High Technology
under the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas for the
2025-26 period.

MRPL secured the awards

Maharashtra to give X7,500 crore drought

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has direct-
ed officials to transfer Rs
5,000 each as advance drought
reliefto 1.5 crore farmers this
week, with the government
setting aside Rs 7,500 crore
for the assistance ahead of Di-
wali.

The decision was taken at a
Cabinet meeting. Fadnavis
has also instructed banks not
to deduct any amount from
the relief payments, ensuring
that eligible farmers receive
the full sum.

Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said the assis-
tance would be provided in
addition to the 12 benefits
available to farmers following
a drought declaration. These
include fee waivers, water ar-
rangements, loan restructur-
ing and relief measures relat-
ed to loan recovery.

“A provision of Rs 7,500
crore has been made; the
money will be transferred to
their accounts immediately,”
Shinde said, adding that the
government would ensure

farmers receive the money
before Diwali.

The announcement comes
amid concerns over drought-
like conditions in parts of Ma-
harashtra and their impact on
the agricultural community.
The government said the ad-
vance payment was intended
to provide immediate finan-
cial support while further
compensation would be paid
later.

Speaking to reporters in
Wardha on Sunday, Fadnavis
described the measure as an

The advance
BEFORE

%1,000

around this, for small
landholders

unprecedented step, saying
farmers had not previously
received such assistance be-
fore December. He said eligi-
ble farmers would now re-
ceive at least Rs 5,000, com-
pared with around Rs 1,000
previously received by farm-

NOw

%5,000

at least, for every eligible farmer

ers with small landholdings.
Fadnavis acknowledged that
Rs 5,000 would not fully com-
pensate for farmers’ losses but
said it would offer some re-
lief. He also contrasted Maha-
rashtra’s assistance with Kar-
nataka’s drought relief mea-
sures, claiming that Karnataka

relief to 1.5 crore farmers

“A provision of Rs 7,500
crore has been made; the
money will be
transferred to their
accounts immediately.”

EKNATH SHINDE Deputy Chief
Minister

had provided Rs 2,500 despite
facing severe drought.

The government hopes the
advance disbursement will
ease financial pressure on
farmers and help them pre-
pare for the festive season.

in the categories of “Best In-
digenously Developed Tech-
nology” and “Best Innovation
in Refinery”. The recognition
highlights the company’s ef-
forts to develop homegrown
technologies and improve re-
finery operations.

The first award was pre-
sented for KARVE IBB, an
indigenous process technolo-
gy for manufacturing isobutyl
benzene, a pharmaceutical
intermediate. The second rec-
ognised REVEAL™ FCC, an
indigenous closed-loop, re-
al-time optimiser designed to
improve refinery process per-
formance.

A selection committee

The two awards

B Best Indigenously
Developed Technology:
KARVE IBB, a process for
isobutyl benzene, a
pharmaceutical intermediate

= Best Innovation in Refinery:

REVEAL FCC, a closed-loop
real-time optimiser

chaired by Dr G. D. Yadav,
chairman of the Scientific Ad-
visory Committee, evaluated
the awardees.

The MRPL delegation re-
ceiving the awards was led by
managing director Mundkur
Shyamprasad Kamath and in-
cluded director (refinery)
Nanda Kumar Velayudhan
Pillai, executive director N.
Anandha Kumar and other
senior officials.

The company said the rec-
ognition marked its fifth con-
secutive year of receiving
national honours for innova-
tion at major government
platforms, including the Ener-
gy Technology Meet and In-
dia Energy Week.

The awards reinforce MR-
PL’s focus on indigenous
technology, operational excel-
lence and innovation, aligning
with the Government of In-
dia’s Atmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative to strengthen domestic
technological capabilities.

Former TN minister remanded
to judicial custody till Nov 6

CHENNAI

Former Tamil Nadu School
Education Minister and DMK
leader Anbil Mahesh Poyy-
amozhi was remanded to judi-
cial custody till November 6
by a special court on Monday
in connection with an alleged
private school approval scam
involving around Rs 100
crore.

Poyyamozhi was arrested
after the Madras High Court
rejected his anticipatory bail
petition. Justice V. Lakshmi-
narayanan observed that cus-
todial interrogation was nec-
essary to investigate allega-
tions that money had been
collected from private school
managements in the name of
a “party fund” and to trace
where the funds ultimately
went.

He was arrested at an apart-
ment in Chennai’s Aminjikarai
and taken to the Greater Chen-

‘ We will appeal this

order and prove to
the court that this arrest
and remand areiillegal.”

— Saravanan Annadurai, DMK
spokesperson

nai Police Commissionerate
for questioning.

Judge L.S. Sathiyamurthy
remanded him to judicial cus-
tody following arguments by
the defence and prosecution
that lasted around two hours.
He was subsequently taken to
Puzhal Central Prison.

The case concerns allega-
tions that money was collect-
ed from private school man-
agements by promising gov-
ernment approvals, permanent
recognition and permission to
upgrade schools during the
previous DMK regime, when
Poyyamozhi served as School
Education Minister.

Reacting to the remand,
DMK spokesperson and ad-
vocate Saravanan Annadurai
described the arrest as illegal
and alleged that the case was
politically motivated.

“We will appeal this order
and prove to the court that
this arrest and remand are il-
legal,” Annadurai said.
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4 booked for alleged
rape of teen refugeein
Hyderabad

HYDERABAD
Police have booked four
men for allegedly con-
fining and repeatedly
raping an 18-year-old
refugee in Hyderabad
over five months. A
search is underway fol-
lowing her complaint.
According to police, the
main accused allegedly
brought the teenager
from Bangladesh in
May, concealed his ex-
isting marriage and con-
fined her in a rented
house in Kanchanbagh.
He allegedly allowed
three friends to sexually
assault her.

The case came to light
on October 23 when the
landlord, visiting to col-
lect overdue rent, found
the door bolted from
outside and rescued the
woman. Relatives later
accompanied her to the
police. Further investi-
gation is underway.

3businessmen found
dead inside car pulled
from UP pond

SITAPUR

Three businessmen
were found dead inside a

hatchback car pulled

from a pond in Uttar
Pradesh’s Sitapur district
late Monday night, police

said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Rakesh Chaura-
sia, 50, Satish Kumar,
40, and Ramendra, 62.
They had travelled to
Bahraich on Monday to
visit Rakesh’s injured son
but went missing while
returning home.
Villagers spotted the
car’s roof emerging from
the pond around 1.30 am
and alerted police. A
crane was used to re-
trieve the vehicle, in
which two bodies were
found in the front seats
and onein therear.
Police are examining
CCTV footage. The
cause of death will be
confirmed after post-
mortem reports.

Jarrested after teen,
father allegedly
paraded naked

KOLKATA
Kolkata Police have arrest-
ed three men accused of
forcing an 18-year-old
man, his father and his
friend to walk naked along
a public road in the Sarsu-
na area on Sunday night.
The incident allegedly oc-
curred after the young man
visited Basundhara Park
during Lakshmi Puja to
meet a 13-year-old girl
whose family reportedly
opposed their relationship.
The accused allegedly
threatened the trio at gun-
point, assaulted them and
forced them to strip.
Police took the three ac-
cused to the location on
Tuesday to reconstruct the
incident and verify their
statements. Their
bare-chested appearance
during the exercise drew
criticism from political
leaders, including Tri-
namool Congress legisla-
tor Kunal Ghosh and
CPI(M) state secretary Md
Salim, who questioned the
practice.

Police said the suspects
were taken to the spot to
establish the sequence of
events and claimed that
keeping them without
shirts was a precaution
against escape in the
crowded locality.

The victim’s father alleged
that the accused threat-
ened him and forced the
three to walk along a busy
main road after he refused
to harm his son.

The accused face charges
including criminal intimi-
dation, kidnapping and un-
lawful confinement. Fur-
ther investigation is under-
way.

Modi inaugurates three-day
science and technology conclave

India is bringing together leading experts and innovators to strengthen scientific research,
advance emerging technologies and turn discoveries into practical solutions for society.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugurated
the Emerging Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Con-
clave (ESTIC) 2026 at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi,
bringing together scientists,
researchers, policymakers and
industry leaders to discuss In-
dia’s scientific priorities and
emerging technologies.

According to an official re-
lease, the three-day conclave,
scheduled from October 27 to
29, will focus on strengthen-
ing India’s capabilities in sci-
ence, technology and innova-
tion. Participants will deliber-
ate on research priorities and
ways to translate scientific
advancements into practical
applications.

Discussions will cover 12
thematic areas, including ar-
tificial intelligence, biotech-
nology, advanced materials,
manufacturing, healthcare,
energy, climate science and
ocean sciences. The sessions
are expected to explore tech-
nological developments and
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their potential applications
across different sectors.
The conclave will also
feature a technology and in-
novation exhibition show-
casing indigenous scientific
achievements and emerging
technologies developed in
India. Around 150 deep-tech
startup stalls will present in-
novations and demonstrate
their potential uses.
Organisers have planned
several interactive features
to make scientific develop-
ments accessible to partici-
pants. These include themat-
ic videos, technology
demonstrations, documenta-

ries, informational kiosks
and augmented and virtual
reality experiences high-
lighting real-world applica-
tions of emerging technolo-
gies.

A key feature of the event
will be the Global Connect
Networking Event, which
will bring together more
than 300 invited participants
from academic institutions,
research organisations and
industry in India and abroad.

The networking initiative
aims to encourage interna-
tional research partnerships,
strengthen collaboration be-
tween industry and aca-

Q India must embrace the
technologies of the
future, innovate boldly, and

lead the world in creating
them.”

- Narendra Modi, Prime
Minister

demia, and identify path-
ways to move innovations
from laboratories to markets.

The conclave comes as In-
dia seeks to strengthen its
scientific research ecosys-
tem and expand its role in
developing technologies for
emerging global challenges.
By bringing together experts
from research, industry, gov-
ernment and startups, the
event provides a platform to
discuss opportunities for col-
laboration and innovation.

The three-day gathering is
expected to facilitate discus-
sions on national science and
technology priorities while
highlighting indigenous re-
search, startup-led innovation
and the practical applications
of scientific advancements
across sectors.

Australia expands
biometric requirements
for Indian visa apphcants

NEW DELHI

Australia has expanded its
biometric collection pro-
gramme to visa applicants in
India from October 26, intro-
ducing additional identity ver-
ification requirements as part
of efforts to strengthen the
security and integrity of its
migration system.

According to a statement
issued by the Australian High
Commission in New Delhi, ap-
plicants submitting new visa
applications on or after October
26 may be required to provide
biometric information, including
fingerprints and a facial image.
The requirements will not affect
visas already granted or applica-
tions submitted before the effec-
tive date.

The Department of Home Af-
fairs, which manages Australia’s
visa processes, will notify appli-
cants if biometric collection is
necessary and provide instruc-
tions on completing the process.
Notifications will typically be
sent to applicants or their autho-
rised agents by email.

Depending on individual cir-
cumstances, applicants may be
asked to visit one of 16 Austra-
lian Biometrics Collection Cen-
tres across India, managed by

Australia’s new rules
require some Indian visa
applicants to submit
fingerprints and facial
images, while existing
visas and earlier
applications remain
unaffected.

Australia Visa
Biometrics

+ Effective date: October 26,2026

+ Coverage: New visa applicantsin In-
dia

+ Biometric details: Fingerprints and
facial images

+ Collection centres: 16 centres across
India

« Digital option: Australian Immi App
for eligible applicants

VEFS Global. Eligible applicants
may also be able to use the Aus-
tralian Immi App, offering a
digital alternative for submitting
biometric information.

Maharashtra deploys 8 machines
to detect counterfeit medicines

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra government
has procured eight advanced
counterfeit-drug detection
machines, each costing X1.2
crore, to strengthen medicine
quality checks across govern-
ment hospitals and healthcare
facilities in the state.

The handheld devices can
reportedly identify suspected
counterfeit or substandard
tablets, syrups and injections
within minutes by compar-
ing samples against refer-
ence drug constituents
stored in their systems.

Health Minister Prakash
Abitkar said the initiative
would help prevent spurious
medicines from reaching pa-
tients and strengthen moni-
toring of the state’s medi-
cine procurement and distri-
bution network.

“Quality control of medi-
cines is just as critical as the
availability of doctors, infra-
structure, and the supply of
drugs for quality healthcare
for citizens,” Abitkar said.

The state has established
eight flying squads, with
each team equipped with
one machine. Every squad
will comprise a qualified
pharmacist and a trained
government official. The
teams will conduct random
monthly inspections at gov-
ernment healthcare facilities,
including district hospitals,
women’s hospitals and clin-
ics.

The inspections will cover
medicines procured through
the Haffkine Bio-Pharmaceu-
tical Corporation, district-lev-
el procurement systems and
local purchases.

Officials clarified that the
machines would be used for
preliminary testing. Any reg-
ulatory action against drug
manufacturers or government
officials would follow verifi-
cation of suspected medicines
at one of the state’s 12 Na-
tional Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Lab-
oratories (NABL)-recognised
testing facilities.

Although pharmaceutical

regulatory enforcement falls
under the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), the health
department will identify sus-
picious medicines and for-
ward samples to the relevant
authorities for further action.

Vaibhav Dhasal, managing
director of Dawall Life Sci-
ence Pvt Ltd, said Maharash-
tra was the first state to intro-
duce the technology with
eight devices.

He added that Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir were also con-
sidering procurement.

The initiative aims to im-
prove transparency, account-
ability and regular monitoring
of medicine quality across
Maharashtra’s public health-
care system.

Udhayanidhi slams Anbil Mahesh
arrest as Vendetta

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin
on Tuesday condemned the
arrest of former School Edu-
cation Minister and Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
leader Anbil Mahesh Poyy-
amozhi in an alleged X100-
crore private school approval
scam, accusing the state gov-
ernment of political vendetta.
In a post on X, Udhayanidhi
described Anbil Mahesh as his
brother and alleged that the ar-
rest was intended to divert pub-
lic attention from the govern-

ment's alleged failures, includ-
ing law and order concerns,
rising prices and misconduct
by members of the Tamizhaga
Vetri Kazhagam (TVK).

“I strongly condemn the 'cir-
cus' administration for arrest-
ing former Minister—and my
brother—@Anbil_Mahesh, an
act clearly driven by political
vendetta,” Udhayanidhi wrote.

He expressed confidence that
Anbil Mahesh would challenge
the case through legal channels
and emerge victorious. He also
asserted that arrests and law-
suits would not suppress DMK
party workers.

Earlier, DMK president and
former Chief Minister MK Sta-
lin had also criticised the ar-
rest, alleging that the ruling
government was using the case
to divert attention from law-
and-order issues and adminis-
trative corruption.

Anbil Mahesh was arrested
by Chennai police in connec-
tion with allegations that
money was collected from
private school managements
in the name of party funds in
exchange for government ap-
provals, permanent recogni-
tion and permission to up-
grade schools.

Anti-Dam protests
turnviolent, 2
security personnel
injured

ITANAGAR

Anti-dam protests in
Arunachal Pradesh turned vi-
olent on Monday, with dem-
onstrators damaging vehicles
and hydropower equipment
and injuring two security per-
sonnel during a 12-hour
bandh in Upper Subansiri dis-
trict. The bandh, called by the
All Tagin Students’ Union and
other organisations, opposed
the proposed Menga dam,
part of the 1,605-megawatt
Subansiri Upper Hydroelec-
tric Project.

SC slams centre over skyrocketing
medicine prices

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday questioned the
Centre over the huge differ-
ence between the maximum
retail price (MRP) of medi-
cines and their purchase
price for retailers, raising
concerns about affordability
and inadequate price regu-
lation.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta criticised the govern-
ment’s approach, question-
ing why pharmaceutical
manufacturers appeared to
benefit at the expense of pa-
tients.

The bench also ques-
tioned the effectiveness of
the National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA).

The court cited examples
of steep price differences,
including a drip line pur-
chased by retailers for Rs
15 but sold for Rs 250. It
also questioned how a price
increase from Rs 11,000 to
Rs 1.3 lakh could be justi-
fied.

Rejecting hospitals’ argu-

ments about operational ex-
penses, the bench said
healthcare institutions could
not justify excessive medi-
cine markups. It observed
that hospitals could not sur-
vive through “dacoity” and
questioned why medicines
were being sold at prices
several times higher than
their purchase costs.

The Centre argued that
India had comparatively
low medicine prices global-
ly and said the government
was reviewing its policies.
However, the court stressed
that affordability must be
considered alongside the
country’s low per capita in-
come.

The Supreme Court was
hearing petitions seeking
regulation of initial prices
of non-scheduled medi-
cines, mandatory generic
prescriptions and price caps
on medical devices. Peti-
tioner Kishan Chand Jain
claimed that around 82 per
cent of medicines fall out-
side the scheduled category
under the Drug Price Con-
trol Order, 2013.

Gujarat court
sentences three
to life in cow
slaughter case

KALOL

A sessions court in Gujarat’s Ka-
lol has sentenced three men to
rigorous life imprisonment in a
cow slaughter case, citing the cul-
tural and religious significance of
cows. The court also imposed a
fine of %3 lakh on each convict.

The convicts, Wasim Qureshi,
Mahmad Rafiq Qureshi and As-
faq Bahelim, were found guilty
under the Gujarat Animal Preser-
vation (Amendment) Act and the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act.

The case dates back to August
22, 2024, when police raided a
house in Jamla village in Gandhi-
nagar district and seized 277 kg
of beef valued at 355,000. Au-
thorities also recovered weapons
allegedly used for slaughtering
cows and a vehicle intended for
transporting the meat.

During the sentencing, Addi-
tional Sessions Judge B.R. Rajput
referred to the Vedas and ancient
Sanskrit texts, emphasising the
importance of cow protection.

BRICS forum condemns Pahalgam
attack, Seeks UN reforms

NEW DELHI

The 12th BRICS Parliamenta-
ry Forum on Tuesday adopted
a joint declaration condemn-
ing the 2025 Pahalgam terror
attack and calling for compre-
hensive reforms of the United
Nations, including its Security
Council.

The two-day forum, held in
New Delhi, brought together
parliamentary leaders and
representatives from BRICS
member countries and other
participating nations. Lok

Sabha Speaker Om Birla an-
nounced the joint declaration,
which reaffirmed the commit-

ment to combating terrorism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions.

The declaration strongly
condemned the Pahalgam at-
tack and other acts of terror-
ism. It also emphasised the
principle of non-intervention
in the internal affairs of sov-
ereign countries, highlighting
the importance of respecting
national sovereignty.

The parliamentary forum
supported comprehensive re-
form of the United Nations,
including the Security Coun-
cil, to strengthen the interna-
tional organisation and ad-
dress concerns surrounding its

functioning and representa-
tion.

The declaration also criti-
cised unilateral economic and
secondary sanctions, stating
that such coercive measures
could have far-reaching nega-
tive consequences for human
rights.

These consequences, it not-
ed, could affect people's right
to development, healthcare
and food security.

The discussions took place
against the backdrop of con-
tinuing international debates
over global governance, secu-
rity cooperation and econom-
ic restrictions.

12,000 Maharashtra farmers march to Mumbai demanding relief

MUMBAI

Around 12,000 farmers from
20 districts of Maharashtra
are marching towards Mum-
bai, demanding drought relief,
crop insurance compensation
and loan waivers. Organised
by the All-India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS), the protest includes
approximately 1,000 vehicles
and began in Akole taluk of
Ahilyanagar district.

The vehicle march has halt-
ed at Shahapur in Thane dis-
trict. An AIKS state delega-
tion is travelling to the state
government’s Sahyadri Guest
House at Malabar Hill in
Mumbai following an invita-

tion from the Chief Minister
for discussions.

The protest is being led by
AIKS president Ashok Dha-
wale, general secretary Vijoo
Krishnan, joint secretary Ajit
Nawale, state president Yash-
want Zade, state secretary

Umesh Deshmukh and state
vice-president and MLA Vi-
nod Nikole, among others.
The farmers have submitted
a series of demands, including
adequate financial assistance
for those affected by drought
and the immediate disburse-

ment of pending crop insur-
ance compensation. They are
also seeking a %2 lakh loan
waiver for farmers who have
regularly repaid their loans.

Another key demand con-
cerns land rights. The protest-
ers are seeking land titles for
people cultivating forest, pas-
ture, temple trust and home-
stead lands.

The march has also high-
lighted the concerns of rural
workers and scheme workers,
with demands for fair wages
and social security benefits.
The AIKS has further called
for the resumption of finan-
cial assistance under the
Namo Shetkari Mahasanman

Nidhi Yojana and the Lakdi
Behan Yojana.

The organisation said the
march aims to press the state
government to address the fi-
nancial difficulties faced by
farmers and rural workers.

The protest comes amid
concerns over drought-related
agricultural losses and de-
layed insurance payments.
The delegation’s proposed
meeting with the Chief Min-
ister is expected to provide an
opportunity to discuss the de-
mands.

The outcome of the discus-
sions and the government’s
response to the farmers’ de-
mands
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King Charles heads to
Caribbean amid

reparations calls
LONDON

King Charles travels to the
Caribbean this week for a
tour that comes as the re-
gion presses ever more
loudly for Britain to pay
reparations for its part in
the slave trade. The tour
runs from October 27 to
November 4. Bucking-
ham Palace has said the
King would not shy away
from Britain’s role in the
transatlantic slave trade
during the tour, but he will
not formally apologise for
it as some have demand-
ed, in line with British
government policy, which
also rules out financial
reparations.

Poland and UK support
strong transatlantic alliance
WARSAW

Poland and Britain both
back a stronger transat-
lantic alliance because
there is no alternative to
working with the United
States, Polish Defence
Minister Wladyslaw Kos-
iniak-Kamysz said on
Tuesday. “We share a
similar view of the alli-
ance with the United
States. Both Poland and
the United Kingdom sup-
port strengthening this al-
liance,” he told a joint
press conference with
British Defence Minister
Wes Streeting. He said
the two countries sup-
ported moves to build up
Europe’s defence capabil-
ities and strategic auton-
omy, but not at the cost
of relations with Wash-
ington.

Iraqi court sentences
six Frenchmentollife
inprison

BAGHDAD

An Iraqi court on Tuesday
handed life sentences to
six French nationals and a
15-year term to a seventh
after finding them guilty of
belonging to Islamic State,
according to a witness in
the courtroom. The men
were among 47 French Is-
lamic State suspects
moved last year from de-
tention sites in northeast
Syria to Irag under a wider
relocation arrangement
coordinated by US forces
and Iraqi authorities. The
presiding judge said the
sentences were passed
under Irag’s counterterror-
ism law for joining Islamic
State and spreading fear.
He said the court had
chosen life imprisonment
over the death penalty
because the defendants
were young.

;. Israelis vote amid wartime

reckoning on Netanyahu

Israelis voted in a pivotal election shaped by wartime losses, security failures
and political divisions, as the fastest early turnout in 45 years intensified

JERUSALEM

Israelis turned out to vote at
the fastest rate in 45 years on
Tuesday, as Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu faced a
crucial electoral test over his
wartime leadership and the
country’s political future.

The election was Israel’s
first since the Hamas-led at-
tacks of October 7, 2023,
which triggered the deadliest
day in the country’s history
and were followed by wars in
Gaza, Lebanon and Iran. Vot-
ers were deeply divided over
the government’s handling of
the attacks, the ensuing con-
flicts and Israel’s internation-
al standing.

Netanyahu, the country’s
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longest-serving leader with 19
years in office, defended his
record, portraying himself as
the leader best equipped to
confront Israel’s adversaries.
His right-wing coalition, how-
ever, has faced criticism at
home and abroad over its pol-
icies and resistance to de-
mands for an inquiry into the
security failures surrounding

voted in the first three
hours, the fastest early
turnout since 1981

scrutiny of Benjamin Netanyahu’s leadership and legacy.

the October 7 attacks.

His main challenger, Gadi
Eisenkot, a former military
chief of staff, sought to unseat
him with support from cen-
trist and right-wing parties.
Eisenkot promised a new di-
rection and greater account-
ability for the failures that
preceded the attacks.

The Central Elections
Committee reported that
16.7% of eligible voters had
cast ballots within the first
three hours after polling sta-
tions opened at 7 a.m. The

Fastest turnoutin
45 years

- Early voter turnout reached
16.7% within three hours, the
fastest since 1981.

— The election was Israel’s first
since the October 7,2023,
Hamas-led attacks.

— Benjamin Netanyahu
defended his wartime
leadership and relationship
with Donald Trump.

— Opposition leader Gadi
Eisenkot called for political
change and accountability.

- Coalition negotiations could
determine whether
Netanyahu remains in power.

figure marked the fastest ear-
ly turnout since 1981. Net-
anyahu also campaigned on
his relationship with US
President Donald Trump,
who has backed him during
the conflict with Iran.

Russia, Ukraine begin
local ceaseflre

OLESHKY

Russia and Ukraine began a
regional ceasefire on Tuesday
to facilitate a humanitarian
operation in the Russian-oc-
cupied town of Oleshky in
southern Ukraine, with plans
to deliver essential supplies
and evacuate civilians facing
severe shortages of food and
medicine.

Both sides confirmed the
halt in fighting around the
frontline town, which lies on
the eastern bank of the Dnipro
River in the Kherson region,
opposite the Ukrainian-held
city of Kherson. The arrange-
ment is intended to create

‘ As head of the
Ukrainian
negotiating team, |
confirm that the Ukrainian
side is honouring its
commitments.”

— Dmytro Lubinets, Ukraine’s
human rights commissioner

conditions for humanitarian
assistance in an area affected
by the ongoing war.

Dmytro Lubinets, Ukraine’s
parliamentary commissioner

for human rights and head of
the country’s negotiating
team, confirmed that Kyiv
was observing the agreement.
He said the Ukrainian side
was meeting its commitments
under the arrangement.

Russia’s Defence Ministry
said it had halted shelling to-
wards Kherson from 4 a.m.
Moscow time, describing the
move as preparation for the
humanitarian effort in Olesh-
ky. Lubinets said the agree-
ment had been reached in co-
ordination with US First Lady
Melania Trump and Russia’s
human rights commissioner,
Yana Lantratova.

Despite the localized cease-
fire, hostilities continued else-
where. Fresh strikes hit Kyiv
on Tuesday, targeting the
Southern Bridge and subway
infrastructure, city officials
said.

At least 60 Christians killed
in Ethiopia attacks

NAIROBI

At least 60 people were killed
in two separate attacks in
Ethiopia’s conflict-hit Oromi-
ya region over the past week,
according to the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church,
which said all the victims
were Christians.

In a statement, the church’s
Holy Synod said 14 believers

Ethiopia’s Orthodox
Church reported 60
deaths in two attacksin
Oromiya, as regional
authorities and rebels
exchanged accusations
over responsibility.

were killed in Merti Woreda
on October 20, while another
46 died in Sherka Woreda on
October 24. The statement
added that more than 20
homes were burned and over
20 people were hospitalised
with severe injuries.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the attacks and the
identities of those responsible
remained unclear. The region-
al government and a source
linked to an armed rebel alli-
ance traded accusations over
the killings.

Oromiya’s regional govern-
ment accused the rebel alli-
ance of launching the attacks
to provoke religious conflict,
but did not provide evidence
to support its allegation. A

KILLED IN MERTI
WOREDA, OCT 20

KILLED IN SHERKA
WOREDA, OCT 24

HOMES BURNED

HOSPITALISED

source linked to the alliance
blamed the regional govern-
ment, citing conversations
with two local residents.

The OLA is among seven
armed groups that announced
the formation of an alliance
last month, declaring their in-
tention to overthrow the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed.

France unveils concessions
to end student protests

PARIS

French teachers said on Tues-
day that education reforms
meant to end weeks of pro-
tests fell short and would not
calm students’ anger. To ease
public anger, the government
announced a series of propos-
als, among them a cap of 28
on some class sizes, billions
of euros in loans to renovate
buildings and an overhaul of
the university admissions sys-
tem.

Sophie Venetitay, secretary
general of the teachers’ union
SNES-FSU, told reporters the
measures were not enough.
The size of more classes
should be capped, she said,
and more staff should be hired

to improve students’ learning
conditions.

“Today, what the ministry
has said is only the beginning
of a response,” she said. “It
will not be enough to extin-
guish the anger.”

The protests began with
high school students blockad-
ing their schools over inade-
quate staffing and resources.
The movement has since wid-
ened to take in general trade
unions and the so-called “Yel-
low Vests”, who are voicing

anger over weakening public
services and the rising cost of
living.

Under pressure from bond
markets to cut its debt, the
French government has little
money to spare for the pro-
testers” demands.

Budget Minister David
Amiel told TF1 the measures
were expected to cost €5 bil-
lion ($5.6 billion), to be offset
by spending cuts elsewhere.

Student leaders called the
concessions a good first step
but said demonstrations would
go on, on Saturday and on
November 5.

Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez told RTL there would
be a heavy security presence
on Saturday.

NORWAY, FINLAND LEADERS HOLD
‘FRANK’ PHONE CALLS WITH PUTIN

HELSINKI

Finnish President Alexander
Stubb and Norwegian Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere
spoke by phone on Tuesday
with Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin, and then with
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy.

Stubb’s office said the call
with Putin concerned upcom-
ing meetings in Abu Dhabi.
On Friday, Zelenskiy said ne-
gotiators from Ukraine, Rus-
sia and the United States had

“The outcome of this
war will have a direct
impact on our and
broader European
security. Ending the war
requires direct
discussions.”

ALEXANDER STUBB Finnish
President

agreed to hold technical-level
meetings there in early No-
vember.

Most Western European
leaders have avoided contact
with Putin since Russia began
its full-scale war in Ukraine
in February 2022. Moscow
has often accused European
governments of fuelling the
war by arming Ukraine and
refusing direct talks.

In a statement on his con-
versation with Putin, Stubb
said: “The discussion was
frank and substantive. We are
neighbouring countries to

Russia. The outcome of this
war will have a direct impact
on our and broader European
security. Ending the war re-
quires direct discussions.” An
aide to Zelenskiy told report-
ers in a WhatsApp chat that
the president had spoken with
Stubb and Stoere afterwards.

Stubb and Stoere said they
took part in the calls as lead-
ers of their own countries, not
on behalf of Europe as a
whole, and that the two Nor-
dic nations would keep up
their long-standing support
for Ukraine.

Greece rallies 3 Arab states
against Turkey-Libya sea deal

ATHENS

Egypt, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates joined Greece
in condemning a Turkey-Lib-
ya maritime accord as a threat
to regional security and to the
international legal order, in a
long-running dispute over sea
borders in the eastern Medi-
terranean.

Last week Libya’s eastern
parliament approved a mari-
time boundaries deal with
Turkey, first agreed in 2019.
Greece and Cyprus quickly
condemned it, saying it en-
croaches on their own mari-
time claims.

In a joint statement read by
Greek Foreign Minister
George Gerapetritis at the
United Nations in New York,
Greece and the three Arab
states said the accord raised
“serious concerns for regional
security and stability” and
could set a bad precedent by

S. Africa deploys troops in
restive province before polls

JOHANNESBURG

South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has ordered the
deployment of 510 soldiers to
the coastal province of Kwa-
Zulu-Natal to support police
efforts to contain anti-migrant
protests, his office said on
Tuesday, amid growing con-
cerns over violence targeting
foreign nationals.

The deployment, which runs
from October 9 to November
30, is expected to cost 34.1
million rand ($2.05 million). It
comes ahead of local govern-
ment elections scheduled for
November 4 and follows calls
by anti-migrant groups for na-
tionwide demonstrations.

South Africa has witnessed
months of anti-migrant march-

es this year, drawing interna-
tional criticism over hostility
towards foreign nationals and
the impact on migrant com-
munities. Several demonstra-
tions have reportedly turned
violent, while thousands of
African foreign nationals have
fled the country amid fears for
their safety.

Ramaphosa’s office said the
military deployment followed
recent violence linked to mis-
information surrounding a
Constitutional Court ruling on

asylum seekers. The ruling,
delivered in July, stated that
asylum seekers could not be
denied access to South Afri-
ca’s asylum system solely on
procedural grounds.

Earlier this month, anti-mi-
grant protests in Durban,
KwaZulu-Natal’s largest city,
and Johannesburg’s Soweto
township turned violent. Ve-
hicles were set on fire and
shops were looted during the
unrest, highlighting the grow-
ing security challenges facing
authorities.

The violence has also in-
cluded the reported killing of
a foreign national in Durban
last week. South African po-
lice said they were investigat-
ing after the man was alleged-
ly beaten to death by a crowd.

NORTH-SOUTH RIVALS

letting “arbitrary bilateral ar-
rangements” undermine es-
tablished rules of internation-
al law.

Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan said reactions from
the European Union and oth-
ers to the deal’s approval had
no legitimate basis, and de-
fended Ankara’s policy in the
eastern Mediterranean.

Since the 2019 Libya-Tur-
key deal, Greece has granted
a Chevron-led consortium a
licence to search for gas off
the island of Crete, and has
sought its own agreement
with Libya to mark out their

Who says what

B Greece, Egypt, Bahrain,
UAE: a threat to regional
security and the
international legal order

H Greece, Cyprus: it
encroaches on their maritime
claims

m Erdogan: reactions to the
deal have no legitimate basis

maritime zones.

Gerapetritis said Athens
was ready to carry on the ef-
fort, and urged Libya to build
good relations with its neigh-
bours in line with maritime
rules as part of a political
transition.

The accord was agreed by
Libya’s internationally rec-
ognised government in Tripo-
li, in the west, but the rival
eastern administration under
military commander Khalifa
Haftar had held back its ap-
proval for years.

North Korean guns at border
unsettle visitors in South

GIMPO

Visitors to a South Korean ob-
servatory overlooking North
Korea expressed concern on
Tuesday after several artillery
pieces were seen positioned
along the border with their
barrels pointing south, amid
rising tensions between the
two countries.

The weapons were spotted
near the Demilitarised Zone
(DMZ), which separates the
two Koreas. Relations have
deteriorated since September,
when a mine blast in the area
wounded three South Korean
soldiers. Seoul has demanded
an apology from Pyongyang,
which has accused South Ko-

i

rea of fabricating the inci-
dent.

Tensions escalated further
last week when Kim Yo Jong,

ﬁ’J’} w&m '

the influential sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un,
said Pyongyang would place
loudspeakers capable of

broadcasting anti-South Kore-
an propaganda on standby
along the entire border. She
also announced that unspeci-
fied new countermeasures had
been placed on alert.

At the Aegibong observato-
ry in Gimpo, approximately
1.4 kilometres from North
Korea’s Kaephung county,
visitors said the deployment
made the security threat feel
immediate.

“I’d only seen on TV that
North Korea had deployed
122-mm artillery, but seeing
the area in person makes me
realise just how real the dan-
ger is,” said Jang Gil-seong,
an 83-year-old veteran who
fought in the Vietnam War.
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India Thrash New Zealand

& IBCWORLDNEWS.COM

to Seal T20I1 Series 3-0

AUCKLAND

India defeated New Zealand
by six wickets in the third
T20 International on Tuesday,
taking an unassailable 3-0
lead in the five-match series
after a spectacular century
from Abhishek Sharma pow-
ered a commanding run
chase.

After winning the toss, In-
dian captain Shreyas Iyer
elected to bowl first. New
Zealand managed 198 for
three in their 20 overs, with
Daryl Mitchell leading the
scoring with an unbeaten 89.
Finn Allen contributed 40
runs, helping the hosts build a
competitive total.

India responded with an ex-
plosive batting display, reach-
ing 199 for four in just 13.2
overs. The visitors completed
the chase with 40 balls re-
maining, underlining their
dominance in the contest.

Abhishek Sharma delivered

the standout performance,
smashing 113 off just 38 de-
liveries. He reached his cen-
tury in 35 balls, combining
aggressive stroke play with
excellent timing to put New
Zealand’s bowlers under sus-
tained pressure.

Young opener Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi provided equal-

I

ly valuable support, scoring
45 off 19 balls. The pair add-
ed 133 runs for the first wick-
et in just 7.1 overs, giving
India a flying start and putting
the required run rate well
within reach.

New Zealand struggled to
contain the opening partner-
ship, conceding heavily

during the Powerplay. Al-
though the hosts managed to
take wickets later in the in-
nings, India had already es-
tablished a decisive advan-
tage.

Abhishek was named Play-
er of the Match for his
match-winning innings. Indi-
an captain Shreyas Iyer
praised the openers’ fearless
approach and highlighted
their contribution to the
team’s success.

The victory followed In-
dia’s four-wicket win in the
second T20I at Christchurch,
where Tilak Varma scored an
unbeaten 51. India have now
secured the series with two
matches remaining.

The fourth T20I is sched-
uled for October 30 at Eden
Park in Auckland. New Zea-
land will aim to bounce back,
while India will look to ex-
tend their winning run and
complete a series clean
sweep.

Harry Kane Becomes First English
Ballon d’Or Winner Since 2001

LONDON

Harry Kane became the first
English footballer in 25 years
to win the men’s Ballon d’Or,
receiving the prestigious
award at a ceremony in Lon-
don on Monday.

The 33-year-old Bayern Mu-
nich striker is the fifth English-
man to win the honour, following
Stanley Matthews, Bobby Charl-
ton, Kevin Keegan and Michael
Owen, who was the last English
winner in 2001. Real Madrid’s
Kylian Mbappe finished second,
while Barcelona’s Lamine Yamal
secured third place.

Kane scored 61 goals in 51
club appearances during the
2025-26 season, setting a new
single-season scoring record for
Bayern Munich. Including his
England appearances, he regis-
tered 73 goals and eight assists in
65 matches.

2025-26 Season Statistics

« 51 club appearances | 61 club goals

« 65 total appearances |73 total
goals
« 8 assists across club and country

His individual success came
despite Bayern and England fall-
ing short of major titles, with
both teams eliminated in the
semi-finals of their respective
competitions.

Kane became the
first Bayern player to
win the Ballon d’Or
since Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge in
1981. To celebrate his
achievement, Wembley
Stadium’s arches were
illuminated in gold.

Reflecting on his jour-
ney, Kane told DAZN:
“Not many people
would have thought
it, and maybe even
I wouldn't have
thought I'd
be this
far.”

He
cred-
ited
hard

Poovamma chosen for
Rotary Vandana Award
2026-27

MANGALURU

Indian athlete Mrs. Poovamma, a
member of the Indian women’s
4x400-metre relay contingent that
won gold at the 2026 Asian
Games, has been selected for the
State-level Rotary Vandana Award
for 202627 in recognition of her
contributions to sports.

Based in Dakshina
Kannada district, Poo-
vamma has distin-
guished herself in ath-
letics at major interna-
tional competitions, in-
cluding the Asian
Games and the Olym-
pics. She is also a recip-
ient of the Arjuna
Award.

The award is jointly instituted
by the Rotary Club of Mangalore
Central and the Rotaract Club of
Mangalore City. It comprises a
citation, plaque and memento.

The award will be presented on
Friday, October 30, at 7.30 pm at
Hotel Sea View in Mangaluru.
Former Indian Olympian and Ar-
juna Award recipient Vandana
Shanbhag (Pai Maroor) will at-
tend as chief guest and felicitate
Poovamma.Rotary Club of Man-
galore Central president B.N.

Ravindra will preside
- over the function. Assis-
tant Governor Praveen
Chandra Sharma and
Zonal Lieutenant Rajesh
Shetty will attend as
guests of honour.

Announcing the selec-
tion, Vandana Awards
| Committee chairman B.

Devdas Rai said the an-
nual award recognises exemplary
achievers across fields, including
sports, literature, industry, medi-
cine, arts and community service,
as part of the organisations’ voca-
tional service initiatives.

Abhishek Sharma
Breaks Virat Kohli’s
T20 Century Record

WELLINGTON

India’s Abhishek Sharma has
overtaken Virat Kohli to be-
come the Indian batter with
the most centuries in T20
cricket, reaching the mile-
stone with a stunning 38-ball
113 against New Zealand in
the third T20I.

The left-handed opener
struck nine fours and 11 sixes
at a remarkable strike rate of
297.37, powering India to an
eight-wicket victory with 40
balls to spare. The win also
sealed a 3-0 series sweep for
India.

Abhishek now has 11 centu-
ries in T20 cricket, surpassing
Kohli’s tally of 10. Global-
ly, he ranks third on the
list of most T20 centu-
ries, behind West Indies
great Chris Gayle, who
has 22, and Pakistan’s
Babar Azam, with 13.

The 24-year-old
has also scored four
centuries in T20 in-
ternationals, placing
him joint second on
the all-time list
alongside Rohit Shar-
ma, Suryakumar Ya-
dav and England’s Phil
Salt. Austra-
lia’s Glenn
Maxwell leads
the chart with |

L

five T20I centuries.

Abhishek has accumulated
2,240 runs in 70 T20 interna-
tionals, maintaining a strike rate
of 196.83. His record includes
four centuries, 14 half-centuries
and a highest score of 135.

His performance this year
has been equally impressive.
In 37 T20Is, he has scored
1,125 runs at a strike rate of
206.42, including two centu-
ries and eight half-centuries.
He is just 40 runs short of
breaking Suryakumar Yadav’s
record for the most T20I runs
by an Indian in a calendar
year — 1,164, scored in
2022.

. Abbhishek has also
[} hit 10 or more sixes
in a T20I innings
seven times, sec-
ond only to
% &  Gayle’s 18
i such per-
for-

mances.
He has become
only the third Indian to
cross 150 sixes in T20 in-
ternationals, with 158 to
his name.

Abhishek and Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, who scored
45 off 19 balls, launched In-
dia’s chase with an explosive
opening partnership.

Gukesh Looks
Beyond Chess
Ahead of World
Championship

BENGALURU

With less than a month re-
maining before the World
Chess Championship, Indian
world champion D. Gukesh
appears to be seeking a bal-
ance between preparation and
relaxation ahead of his title
defence against Uzbekistan’s
Javokhir Sindarov.

The 20-year-old recently
shared a social media post
showing him riding a horse,
jokingly captioned, “They
said work on your knight
play... instructions unclear.”
He was also spotted watching
a Rajinikanth film with fellow
Indian chess players R.
Praggnanandhaa and R.
Vaishali.

Stepping away from chess
is not unusual among elite
players preparing for major
championships.

Former champions have
adopted different routines,
from physical training to out-
door activities.

Bobby Fischer incorporated
swimming, tennis and weight-
lifting into his preparation for
the 1972 championship, while
Magnus Carlsen played out-
door games and swam before
facing Viswanathan Anand in
2013.

[SSO National Archery Championship

Concludes in

AHMEDABAD

The eighth International
Schools Sports Organisation
(ISSO) National Archery
Championship 2026-27 con-
cluded in Ahmedabad on Oc-
tober 25, bringing together
young archers from 56
schools across India.

Held on October 24 and 25
at Vijayi Bharat Sports Acad-
emy in Sanskardham, the
two-day championship was
organised in collaboration
with Adani International
School. Competitions were
conducted in the Under-14,
Under-17 and Under-19 boys’
and girls’ categories across
the Indian, Recurve and Com-
pound rounds.

International archer Tamn-
na Deshwal, a Youth World
Championship gold medallist
in 2021 and an Asian Univer-
sity Championship bronze
medallist in 2024, attended as
chief guest.

She encouraged participants
to develop their skills through
dedication, discipline and per-
severance.

“It is wonderful to see so
many young archers compete
at a national level, showcas-
ing their talent and determina-
tion,” Deshwal said, high-
lighting the role of champion-
ships in building confidence
and focus among young ath-

)

R

letes.

The competition recognised
winners across 18 categories.
In the Indian Round, Aditya
Nimmagadda and Nani Betsy
M won the Under-14 boys’
and girls’ titles, respectively.
Niyan Porwal and Aadhya
Shreekant Totagi claimed the
Under-17 titles, while Veer
Shitalkumar Kadam and Ha-
ria Bhakti Grinij topped the
Under-19 categories.

In the Recurve Round, P.
Tarun Praneeth and Tiya Ven-
katesh won the Under-14 ti-
tles. Ashutosh Arun Patil and
Daniella J secured the Un-
der-17 honours, while Arnav
Abhijeet Nilkanth and Meesa-
la Rigdha emerged as Un-
der-19 champions.

In the Compound Round,

¥

Ah’medabad

Kowshik Veeran M K and
Nandavaram Lashirah won
the Under-14 titles. Vihaan
Shah and Manasvi Morde
claimed the Under-17 hon-
ours, while Nikhil Raj
Sakthivel and Charvi Chawak
won the Under-19 categories.

ISSO Director Aakanksha
Thapak said participation
from 56 schools reflected
growing interest in archery
and the importance of nurtur-
ing sporting talent early.

The event concluded with a
medal ceremony, where win-
ners received medals, merit
certificates and trophies.
ISSO said its championships
aim to provide students with
competitive experience and
opportunities to develop their
sporting potential.

work, self-belief and determina-
tion for helping him reach the
highest level. England manager
Thomas Tuchel welcomed the
victory, calling it a “huge hon-
our”, while Prince William
praised Kane as a “bril-
liant captain” and “re-
markable player”. His
triumph ends En-
gland’s quarter-cen-
tury wait for foot-
ball’s top individual
honour.

Mirabai Chanu
to Lead India at
World
Weightlifting
Championships

NEW DELHI

Olympic medallist Mirabai
Chanu will lead India’s cam-
paign at the 2026 World
Weightlifting Championships,
scheduled to be held at the
Ningbo Olympic Sports Cen-
tre in China from October 27
to November 8.

The championship is the
first of 10 qualifying events
for the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics. More than 500 ath-
letes are expected to compete
in the tournament.

Chanu, who won silver in
the women’s 49kg category at
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics,
will compete in the 53kg cat-
egory as part of the new
Olympic qualification cycle.
The 49kg division has been
dropped from the weightlift-
ing programme for the Los
Angeles Games.

The qualification process
will determine Olympic quota
places through the Olympic
Qualification Ranking
(OQR). Athletes must record
three total results during the
first qualification period and
two during the second, all
within the same Olympic
weight category.

India Men, Women Storm Into
commonwealth Kabaddi Semifinals

AHMEDABAD

India’s men’s and women’s
teams registered convincing
victories over Nigeria at the
inaugural Commonwealth
Kabaddi Championship 2026
on Monday, extending their
winning runs to four matches
at the Veer Savarkar Sports
Complex in Ahmedabad.

The women’s team secured
a dominant 38-10 victory to
book their place in the semi-
finals. India led 24-6 at half-
time before maintaining con-

_ trol in the second half.

Anu emerged as the lead-

ing raider, collecting 11 raid

points from 17 raids. Sakshi

contributed four raid

points, while captain

Nidhi Sharma added two.

In defence, Sabhai Gadhavi

scored three tackle points,

while Priya and Ritu secured
two each.

Nigeria’s Robert Moses led
their raiding effort with six
points, but the Indian defence
restricted their scoring oppor-

tunities.

The men’s team completed
a double for India with a 50-
23 win over Nigeria. They
established a commanding
25-7 lead at half-time and
maintained their advantage
throughout the contest.

Sachin led India’s raiders
with 12 points, followed by
Aditya Shinde with 11. Pan-
kaj Mohite contributed eight
raid points and two tackle
points, while Surjeet Narwal

recorded four tackle points in
defence.

Nigeria improved after the
break but could not overcome
India’s substantial lead.

India’s women will face the
second-placed team from
Group B in the semifinals on
Friday, October 30. The
men’s team are scheduled to
face Tanzania on Tuesday,
October 27, as both sides con-
tinue their campaign in the
championship.

Alexia Putellas Wins Record-
Equalling Third Ballon d’Or

LONDON

Spain midfielder Alexia
Putellas won the Ballon
d’Or Féminin for a re-
cord-equalling third time on
Monday, extending Spain’s
dominance of the award to
six consecutive years.

The 32-year-old cap-
tained Barcelona to a qua-
druple-winning campaign
in 2025-26 before joining
Women’s Super League
club London City Lionesses
in July.

She shares the record of
three titles with former
Barcelona teammate Aita-
na Bonmati.

Barce-
lona
forward
E w a
Pajor
fin-
ished
sec-
ond in
the vot-
ing, while Man-
chester City striker

Khadija Shaw secured third
place.

Putellas scored 21 goals
and provided 13 assists
across all competitions last
season, helping Barcelona
win the Champions League
and their seventh consecu-
tive Liga F title.

Her achievement marks a
remarkable comeback after
an anterior cruciate liga-
ment injury in 2022 threat-

ened her career.
During 14
years at Bar-
celona, she
won 38 tro-
phies before
moving to
England for
a fresh
challenge.
Encour-
aging
young
players,

Putellas

said:

“Believe

in your-

self.”
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