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The Truth Speaks

‘Bulldozer justice’ 
different from clearing 

illegal land grab: CM
BENGALURU

Responding to Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s 
criticism over the demolition 
of houses in Bengaluru’s 
Faqir Colony and Waseem 
Layout, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister on Saturday said that 
there is a difference between 
‘bulldozer justice’ and clear-
ing illegal encroachments. 

In a post shared on X, the 
Chief Minister explained that 
several unauthorised struc-
tures had been built on a solid 
waste dumping site, rendering 
the area unsafe for habitation. 
Despite repeated notices, 
many families failed to va-
cate, prompting authorities to 
carry out the eviction. Sidda-
ramaiah emphasised that the 
action was aimed solely at 
clearing unsafe and en-
croached land, and should not 
be conflated with arbitrary 
‘bulldozer raj.’

He added that the Greater 
Bengaluru Commissioner had 
been instructed to provide 
temporary shelter, meals, and 
other humanitarian support for 
the displaced families. Noting 
that most of the residents were 
migrant workers rather than 
locals, Siddaramaiah stressed 
that the government remains 
committed to humane rehabil-

itation and adequate housing 
for those affected.

Highlighting the necessity 
of the operation to protect 
public land and ensure safety 
standards, the Chief Minister 
insisted that political criticism 
without knowledge of facts 
misleads the public. He reaf-
firmed that the state govern-
ment’s approach seeks to bal-
ance strict law enforcement 
with compassion for vulnera-
ble populations, ensuring both 
public safety and the welfare 
of displaced residents.

The incident stems from a 
BSWML eviction drive in 
Yelahanka on December 20, 
which reportedly displaced 
nearly 400 families. Offi-
cials said the houses stood 
on encroached government 
land, while residents alleged 
they were evicted without 
proper notice and left to 
spend nights in the open de-
spite decades of residence.

We are trying to protect 
public land and public 

space. I request Pinarayi not 
to interfere without 

knowing the facts. We are 
not into bulldozers.

—D.K. Shivakumar, Deputy CM

The Modi government has 
scrapped MGNREGA, 

rendering crores of poor 
and vulnerable people 

helpless. After kicking the 
poor in the stomach, the 

Modi government has 
stabbed them in the back.

—Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Congress president 

It is a devastating 
attack on the states, 

on poor people of 
this country, and it is 

carried out by the 
Prime Minister single-

handedly, much like 
demonetisation was.

—Rahul Gandhi, 
Congress leader

The Central government 
has replaced MGNREGA 

with ‘VB-G RAM G’. To 
oppose this, we will 

launch a nationwide 
MGNREGA Bachao 

movement from 
January 5.

—Siddaramaiah, 
Karnataka CM

Pinarayi's 
statement..

Earlier, Pinarayi Vijayan 
had accused the Kar-
nataka government 

of mirroring the BJP’s 
“bulldozer politics,” 

claiming the demolitions 
in predominantly Muslim 
neighbourhoods violated 
constitutional values and 

human dignity. A post 
on X read, “The bulldoz-
ing of Faqir Colony and 

Waseem Layout in Ben-
galuru, uprooting Muslim 
families who have lived 
there for years, exposes 
the brutal normalisation 

of “bulldozer raj”. “All 
secular and democratic 
forces must rally togeth-

er to resist and defeat 
this insidious trend,” 

added the statement.

Siddaramaiah said clearing illegal encroachments differs 
from ‘bulldozer justice’, responding to Kerala CM’s criticism

Cong to launch ‘MGNREGA 
Bachao Abhiyan’ from Jan 5

NEW DELHI 

Vowing to protect UPA-era 
rural job guarantee law, Con-
gress on Saturday announced 
a nation-wide 'MGNREGA 
Bachao Abhiyan'  (Save 
MGNREGA programme) 
from January 5 next year, 
claiming the BJP government 
will have to face people's an-
ger as the new law is aimed at 
taking money away from the 
poor and hand it to industrial-
ists like Gautam Adani.

Senior Congress leaders 
convened on Saturday at an 
extended session of the Con-
gress Working Committee 
(CWC) to evaluate the politi-
cal landscape ahead of crucial 
multi-state Assembly elec-
tions next year.

A key agenda item was the 
replacement of MGNREGA 
with the Viksit Bharat–Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 

Mission (Gramin) Act (VB-G 
RAM G), passed in Parlia-
ment and approved by Presi-
dent  Droupadi  Murmu. 
Kharge described the repeal 
as a “one-sided decision” im-
posing a 60:40 funding bur-
den on states and said public 
anger was mounting.

Announcing the initiative, 
Kharge pledged a nationwide 
campaign to safeguard work-
ers’ rights, preserve Mahatma 
Gandhi’s legacy, and promote 
the slogans “Jai Samvidhan” 
and “Jai Hind.” He cited prec-

edents such as the 2015 land 
acquisition law amendments 
and the 2020-21 farm law 
protests to highlight the im-
pact of public mobilisation.

The meeting was attended 
by Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, Congress 
Parliamentary Party chairper-
son Sonia Gandhi, Lok Sabha 
Opposition Leader Rahul 
Gandhi, Shashi Tharoor, chief 
ministers of Congress-ruled 
states including Karnataka, 
Telangana, and Himachal 
Pradesh and others. 

ORGANISATIONAL PRAISE UPROAR

Wamiqa Gabbi 
Says Cinema 

Embraces Subtle 
Storytelling Now

NEW DELHI 

Senior Congress leader and Ra-
jya Sabha MP Digvijaya Singh 
has stirred controversy by pub-
licly lauding the organisational 
strength of the BJP and its ideo-
logical mentor, the RSS, just a 
week after urging Rahul Gand-
hi to implement internal re-
forms within the Congress.
On Saturday morning, Singh 
shared a black-and-white pho-
tograph, believed to be from 
the 1990s, showing a young 
Narendra Modi seated on the 
floor beside BJP veteran L.K. 
Advani at a public event in Gu-
jarat. The image, reportedly 
from the 1996 swearing-in of 

former Gujarat Chief Minister 
Shankersinh Vaghela, is often 
cited as a symbolic marker of 
Modi’s early rise within the 
party.
Accompanying a screenshot 
sourced from Quora on X, the 

former Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister noted that the photo-
graph exemplified how dedicat-
ed grassroots workers in the 

RSS and BJP can ascend 
through the ranks to hold the 
highest constitutional offices. 
“This is the power of the organ-

isation,” Singh wrote, conclud-
ing his post with “Jai Siya 
Ram.”
Within Congress, Singh’s post 
is being widely interpreted as a 
signal to the party leadership. 
By tagging the official Con-
gress account along with party 
president Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Rahul Gandhi, and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, he appears to be 
reinforcing his earlier call for 
organisational reform.
Responding to the controver-
sy, Singh said “You have mis-
understood. I have only 
praised the organisation. I 
have and will always be op-
posed to the RSS, and prime 
minister’s policies.”

Digvijaya Singh’s praise for BJP-RSS sparks political storm

n �BJP spokesperson CR Kesavan said Singh’s post had 
dropped a “truth bomb” exposing what he alleged was the 
Congress’s “autocratic and undemocratic” internal func-
tioning.“Will Rahul Gandhi show courage and react to this 
shocking truth bomb?” Kesavan asked in a post on X.

n �Another BJP spokesper-
son, Pradip Bhandari, 
described Singh’s post as 
evidence of open dissent, 
saying, “Congress vs 
Congress is on display.”

n �BJP national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi 
alleged that the praise 
was an “open dissent” 
against Rahul Gandhi’s 
leadership in the party.

BJP Reacts

WASHINGTON DC 
 

U.S.-supported airstrikes have 
destroyed two Islamic State–
linked camps in Nigeria’s Soko-
to State, the Nigerian govern-
ment announced. The operation, 
conducted on Thursday in the 
Bauni forest, targeted foreign 
ISIS fighters believed to be in-
filtrating the 
country from 
the Sahel re-
gion. Officials 
said the strikes 
followed de-
tailed intelli-
gence gathering, surveillance, 
and planning, and were autho-
rized by President Bola Tinubu.

According to the govern-
ment, the operation was 
launched from maritime plat-
forms in the Gulf of Guinea 
using MQ-9 Reaper drones, 
which released 16 preci-
sion-guided munitions. The 
statement added that the target-
ed camps were allegedly being 
used by foreign militants col-
laborating with local extremists 
to prepare major attacks inside 
Nigeria. Authorities noted that 
no civilian casualties were re-
ported, although some debris 
fell in nearby communities in 
Sokoto and Kwara states.

‘US-backed 
strikes hit ISIS-

linked camps 
in Nigeria’

NEW DELHI
 

The survivor of the 2017 Unn-
ao rape case, in which former 
BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh Sen-
gar was convicted, has ap-
proached the CBI demanding 
registration of an FIR against 
the then investigating officer, 
alleging that he acted in collu-
sion with Sengar. In her com-
plaint, she claimed the officer 
conducted a biased and dis-
honest probe intended to ben-
efit the accused, manipulating 
facts and introducing deliber-
ate lapses to weaken the case.

She alleged that forged 
school records were used in 
the chargesheet to falsely 
show she was enrolled in a 
government school with a dif-

ferent date of birth, although 
she had never studied there. 
The complaint also said the 
officer wrongly recorded that 
she used another woman’s 
mobile phone and attributed 
fabricated statements to her.

The survivor said she had 
earlier lodged a complaint 
against the officer but no ac-
tion followed. Citing the trial 
court observations that ques-
tioned the manner in which 
her statements were recorded, 

she reiterated that the officer 
appeared to be “hand in 
glove” with the accused.

Her plea comes amid grow-
ing concern after the Delhi 
High Court recently granted 
conditional bail to Sengar, 
though he remains jailed in 
another related case. The sur-
vivor also claimed continuing 
threats to her and her family.

Delhi Police on Saturday 
detained activist Yogita 
Bhayana, Congress leader 
Mumtaz Patel and several 
other protesters who were 
staging a sit-in near the Par-
liament complex to oppose 
the suspension of the life sen-
tence of Unnao rape convict 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, an of-
ficial said.

Unnao rape survivor seeks FIR against fmr IO

BJP workers want party 
in power on own strength: 

B.Y. Vijayendra
BENGALURU 

 
BJP state president B.Y. Vijay-
endra clarified that his recent 
statement that the BJP should 
return to power on its own 
strength reflects the genuine ex-
pectations of party workers. 
Speaking in Bengaluru, he said 
that in several past elections the 
party narrowly missed 
a clear majority by 
just 5–10 seats, which 
has remained a con-
cern among cadres. 
The desire of BJP 
workers is to see the 
party form a stable 
government independently in 
Karnataka, he added. Vijay-
endra highlighted that the BJP 
performed strongly in the re-
cently held local body elec-
tions, securing majority support 
in many areas. As party presi-
dent, he said it was his respon-
sibility to voice the aspirations 
of workers and give them the 
right message at the right time. 

His remarks, he insisted, should 
not be seen as creating confu-
sion within the alliance. Re-
sponding to former Prime Min-
ister H.D. Deve Gowda’s com-
ment that there would be no al-
liance in local body polls, Vijay-
endra said the BJP holds respect 
for Gowda, calling him an expe-
rienced statesman. He empha-

sized that both Deve 
Gowda and B.S. Yedi-
yurappa earned their 
stature through strug-
gle, and that the JD(S) 
is part of the NDA to 
strengthen Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 

leadership. Vijayendra added 
that the party will listen to senior 
leaders and ultimately follow 
whatever decision the BJP high 
command takes regarding alli-
ances. He urged that Deve Gow-
da’s remarks should not be mis-
interpreted, assuring that the 
BJP remains committed to col-
lective decisions and disciplined 
cooperation.

Power tussle: GP supporters protest outside Cong HQ
NEW DELHI 

 
Supporters of Karnataka 
Home Minister and Con-
gress leader G Paramesh-
wara gathered near Indira 
Bhawan in Delhi on Satur-
day, demanding his appoint-
ment as the next Chief Min-
ister of Karnataka. Advo-
cates of Parameshwara high-
lighted his strong backing 
within the Congress party 
and his efforts to consolidate 
SC/ST support, urging the 
leadership to choose a Dalit 

leader for the top post.
“We have come from Kar-

nataka to Delhi to demand a 
Dalit CM. If Siddaramaiah 
is ever replaced, it should be 
G Parameshwara,” one sup-
porter said. Another re-

marked, “I am from Tumkur. 
We want G Parameshwara 
as CM… a Dalit leader de-
serves this opportunity.”

However, the path to the 
Chief Minister’s seat re-
mains complicated. Deputy 

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar is also a contender, 
reportedly influencing the 
party high command. The 
protests reflect the ongoing 
internal dynamics within the 
Karnataka Congress, where 
multiple leaders are vying 
for power as the government 
reaches its halfway mark.

Key figures in the lead-
ersh ip  debate  inc lude 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, Deputy CM Shiva-
kumar, and Home Minister 
Parameshwara.

QUICK READ
BJP demands apology 

from Priyank Kharge
Thailand and Cambodia 
agree to second ceasefire

BENGALURU: Karnataka BJP 
on Friday slammed IT Minister 

Priyank Kharge for sharing a 
“malicious AI-generated im-

age” targeting Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and misleading 
the public about a court order 

related to the 2017 Unnao rape 
case. The party also accused 

him of mocking the ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao’ scheme 

and demanded an uncondi-
tional apology. Kharge later 

deleted the post, stating the 
image may have been AI-gen-

erated and shared inadvert-
ently. BJP alleged the post vio-

lated the government’s Hate 
Speech Bill. 

 More on page 3

BANGKOK:  Thailand and 
Cambodia have halted 
weeks of intense border 
fighting with a second 
ceasefire, marking the worst 
conflict between the neigh-
bours in years. The truce, 
which took effect at noon lo-
cal time (0500 GMT), is re-
portedly holding, with Thai-
land confirming no fresh 
gunfire since its implemen-
tation. The agreement, 
signed by Thai Defence Min-
ister Natthaphon Narkphanit 
and Cambodian Defence 
Minister Tea Seiha, ended 20 
days of heavy clashes that 
killed at least 101 people and 
displaced over half a million. 

DCM inaugurates 
Basavanagudi 

‘Avarebele Mela’ 
BENGALURU

 
The 26th edition of the Basa-
vanagudi Avarebele (hyacinth 

bean) Mela was inaugurated 
by Deputy Chief Minister 

D.K. Shivakumar, promising 
a grand celebration of Karna-

taka’s culture, cuisine, and 
agricultural heritage. Orga-

nized by Vasavi Condiments, 
who started the mela in 2000, 

the event is held at the Na-
tional College grounds in 

Basavanagudi and will con-
tinue until January 4, 2026.
Shivakumar highlighted the 
cultural significance of ava-

rekai, often grown alongside 
ragi and jowar, calling it “ev-
eryone’s favourite food” and 

urging citizens to visit the mela 
while providing a platform for 
farmers to showcase their pro-
duce.This year’s mela features 
unique attractions including a 

360-degree 5D theater, amuse-
ment zones, tattoo and 

face-painting stalls, nail art, 
and family-friendly activities.  

 More on page 3
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Renowned writer Sarita Gnanananda passes away
BENGALURU

Kannada poet, writer, transla-
tor, and storyteller Sarita 
Gnanananda passed away on 
Friday, December 26, at a pri-
vate hospital in RR Nagar. She 
was 82. Sarita was widely cel-
ebrated for her contributions to 
Kannada literature and her 
work in translating stories and 
novels from multiple languages 
into Kannada.

Born on January 21, 1943, in 
Bengaluru to N. R. Nanjundas-

wamy and Subbamma, Sarita 
completed her B.A. and B.Ed. 
from Mysore University and an 
M.Ed. from Annamalai Univer-
sity. Proficient in Kannada, 
Hindi, English, Telugu, Tamil, 
Marathi, Malayalam, and San-
skrit, she worked as a school 
teacher in Bengaluru and KGF 
before retiring.

Sarita authored more than 
300 short stories, which were 
published in leading newspa-
pers across India and translated 
into Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi. 

Her story collections, Brindava-
na and Tulsi Katte, remain popu-
lar, and several of her works 
were telecast on Doordarshan. 
She also wrote children’s books 
such as Mirabai, Ashwaghosha, 

Gadiyara, Midulu, and Kannu 
for Kannada Sahitya Parishad 
and Rashtroththana Sahitya 
Nibhaya.

As a translator, Sarita 
brought over 50 novels from 
Telugu, Tamil, Hindi, Urdu, 
and Marathi into Kannada, in-
cluding works by Yandamuri 
Veerendranath, Malladi Ven-
kata Krishnamurthy, Shiva 
Shankari, and Narayan Datta 
Srimali. She was also accom-
plished in music, directing 
scores for plays like Nee-

gikonda Sansa, Sangya Balya, 
and Sakhee Geeta, and train-
ing many students in music 
and dance.

In addition, she conducted 
Kannada classes for non-Kan-
nada speakers in KGF and be-
yond, spreading the language to 
learners of diverse back-
grounds. Sarita Gnanananda’s 
life and work leave a lasting 
legacy in literature, music, and 
education, celebrated by read-
ers, students, and the literary 
community alike.

A POET’S JOURNEY

QUICK READ

Father and son 
die in car crash in 

Nelamangala

Husband kills wife 
over work dispute in 

Bengaluru

NELAMANGALA
A tragic car accident 

claimed the lives of a fa-
ther and son near 

Thotagere, Nelamangala. 
Software engineer Harish 
(39) and his father Veer-

abhadra (80) died in-
stantly when their car lost 
control and crashed into 

a tree. The family had 
been returning from Gau-

ribidanur after visiting 
their land. Harish’s moth-
er, wife, and two children 
were injured and hospi-

talized. The car was trav-
eling on Hesaraghat-
ta-Rajanukante road 

when the accident oc-
curred. Police are investi-
gating. In a separate case, 

a missing PUC student 
was found dead 11 days 
later in Doddaballapur, 
sparking a suspicious 
death investigation.

Bengaluru
In a tragic incident in 

Sampigehalli Agrahara 
Layout, Syed Zabi (47) 

killed his wife Ayesha Sid-
diqui after a heated argu-

ment over her work. 
Ayesha, who worked at a 
massage and beauty par-
lor, had recently remarried 

Syed after divorcing her 
second husband. Syed 

had reportedly forced her 
to quit her job, leading to 
the deadly quarrel. The 
argument escalated, re-

sulting in Ayesha’s death. 
After the incident, Syed 
surrendered at the Yela-
hanka police station. A 

case has been registered 
at Sampigehalli police 

station, and investigations 
are ongoing.

Govt plans to bring rules for night 
driving after Hiriyur tragedy

Reddy highlighted fatigue risks, emphasizing the importance of  
rest during night travel to prevent sleep-related accidents

BENGALURU

In the wake of the tragic bus 
accident near Hiriyur in Chi-
tradurga district, Transport 
Minister Ramalinga Reddy 
has called for urgent measures 
to prevent night-time road ac-
cidents. The incident, which 
occurred during the festive 
New Year and Christmas sea-
son, has raised concerns about 
driver fatigue and road safety.

Reddy said that many acci-
dents at night happen because 
drivers operate vehicles while 
drowsy. To tackle this, he 
plans to write a letter to the 
Central Government recom-
mending new guidelines for 
truck, lorry, and bus drivers. 
The proposal suggests that 

drivers should rest for up to 
four hours at designated high-
way bases between midnight 
and 4 a.m. before continuing 
their journey.

Highlighting the risks, Red-
dy noted that while buses usu-
ally have two drivers, trucks 

and lorries often rely on a sin-
gle driver, increasing the dan-
ger of fatigue-related acci-
dents. “Drivers must stop and 
rest during night travel. It is 
crucial to ensure that acci-
dents do not occur due to 
sleepiness,” he said.

The Minister also empha-
sized that the Hiriyur stretch 
has witnessed repeated acci-
dents and requires focused 
attention. He urged the central 
authorities to formulate clear 
safety protocols and monitor-
ing systems to prevent such 
tragedies in the future.

This step aims to make 
night travel safer and reduce 
fatalities on highways. Au-
thorities are expected to col-
laborate with the Center to set 
up resting areas along nation-
al highways and enforce these 
safety measures strictly.

Public awareness about 
night driving precautions and 
proper rest for drivers is also 
being highlighted as a key 
factor in curbing accidents.

MLA Somashekar 
slams railways over 
poor coordination

BENGALURU

MLA S. T. Somashekar has 
raised concerns over the Rail-
way Department’s poor coor-
dination, saying it is causing 
major inconvenience to the 
public in Yeshwantpur assem-
bly constituency. He spoke 
after inspecting the temporary 
road construction in Kempe-
gowda Layout near Kuppe 
village under Ramo Halli 
Gram Panchayat.

Somashekar noted that con-
struction of a railway under-
pass near Ramo Halli Cross 
on Mysore Road began sud-
denly, without providing an 
alternative route for commut-
ers via Ramo Halli and Dodda 
Aalada Mara. Residents are 
facing severe difficulties, with 
water pipelines from Cauvery 
being damaged, leading to 
contamination and health is-
sues. The damaged roads in 
Kuppe village, Challagatta, 
and Bhimana are worsening 
due to heavy vehicle move-
ment, causing dust-related 
problems like asthma.

To address these issues, the 
MLA said a temporary road 
will be constructed in Kempe-
gowda Layout, in consultation 

with BDA officials, to ensure 
safer passage for residents.

Ramo Halli Gram Pancha-
yat President Mahesh G. said 
he immediately contacted BDA 
officials after being informed 
about the problem and arranged 
for an alternative road for pub-
lic convenience. The MLA also 
requested local farmers to pro-
vide land for the temporary 
road, as some landowners had 
filed court cases demanding 
compensation.

Residents, including chil-
dren, elderly, and women, 
have been struggling to travel 
safely due to the poor road 
conditions in Bhimana, 
Kuppe, and Challagatta vil-
lages. BDA Executive Engi-
neer Ashok assured that the 
temporary road will be as-
phalted soon to facilitate 
smooth traffic.

The inspection was attend-
ed by Ramo Halli Gram Pan-
chayat President Mahesh G., 
former president V. Venugo-
pal, Chethan, Chandrappa, 
Bettanapalya Kantaraju, Sri-
nivas, BDA EE Ashok, and 
several villagers, who ex-
pressed hope that the road 
construction will ease com-
muting problems.

A complaint was filed, authorities investigated, and the hospital 
promised strict action; Puneeth’s condition is now stable

Severe lapse at public hospital 
as patient given incorrect blood

BENGALURU

A shocking case of medical 
negligence at Jayanagar Pub-
lic Hospital has left a patient 
fighting for his life after being 
given the wrong blood type 
during anemia treatment. 
Puneeth Surya, an O-positive 
(O+) blood patient, was mis-
takenly transfused with 
A-posit ive (A+) blood, 
prompting an immediate ICU 
admission.

According to hospital 
sources, Puneeth’s condition 
deteriorated sharply after the 
transfusion. The error was at-
tributed to lab technician 
Umesh, who administered the 
incorrect blood. Due to the 
body’s natural antibodies 
against incompatible blood 
types, such mistakes can trig-
ger severe reactions, includ-
ing fever, chest pain, low 

blood pressure, breathing dif-
ficulties, kidney failure, and 
in extreme cases, death.

Relatives of Puneeth ex-
pressed their anger, stating 
that the negligence endan-
gered the life of a patient who 
had come for basic treatment. 
“It is shocking that such care-
lessness occurs in a public 
hospital, putting lives at risk,” 
said a family member.

Following the incident, a 
formal complaint was filed at 
the Tilak Nagar police station, 
and authorities conducted an 

investigation into the blunder. 
The hospital administration 
has assured that strict action 
will be taken against the re-
sponsible staff. Puneeth’s 
condition is now reportedly 
stable, thanks to intensive 
care and ongoing treatment.

Medical experts emphasized 
the critical importance of veri-
fying blood types before trans-
fusion, warning that even a 
minor lapse can have fatal con-
sequences. Hospitals are urged 
to implement stricter checks to 
prevent such life-threatening 
errors in the future.

The incident has sparked 
outrage among the public, 
highlighting the urgent need 
for accountability and strin-
gent safety measures in 
healthcare facilities, especial-
ly for vulnerable patients re-
lying on public hospitals for 
treatment.

ANJALI CONVENT MARKS 25  
YEARS WITH GRAND SPORTS MEET

BENGALURU

Anjali Convent and Nightin-
gale High School in Srini-
vasanagar, Sunkadakatte, 
Bengaluru, celebrated its an-
nual sports meet with a grand 
prize distribution ceremony as 
part of the school’s 25th anni-
versary. The event was 
marked by pomp, enthusiasm, 
and recognition of both stu-
dents and parents.

The program began with 
the traditional lamp-lighting 
ceremony by distinguished 
guests. Prizes were distributed 
to students who excelled in 
various competitions, bring-
ing visible joy and confidence 
to the children. Alongside the 
young achievers, parents were 
felicitated for their constant 
support and encouragement, 
emphasizing the importance 
of family involvement in stu-
dent success. 

UKG students were con-
ferred with degrees, and stu-
dents from Pre-Nursery to 
Class 9 who secured second 
rank in 2024–25 were also 
honoured. First-rank achiev-
ers will be celebrated at the 
upcoming silver jubilee cere-

mony. Additionally, the SSLC 
toppers of April 2025, includ-
ing a student who scored an 
impressive 621 out of 625, 
will receive a grand memento 
at the silver jubilee. The 
school’s new annual calendar 
was also unveiled during the 
event.

Speaking on the occasion, 
secretary Sarala Gowda high-
lighted the role of sports in 
developing physical fitness, 
mental strength, discipline, 
and teamwork. She encour-
aged students to balance  
academics with active partic-
ipation in sports without fo-
cusing solely on wins and 
losses.

Presiding over the ceremo-

ny, Principal Dr. B. Krishna-
gowda said that sports help 
children gain courage, leader-
ship, and discipline alongside 
academic knowledge. Prais-
ing students’ efforts, he em-
phasized that learning from 
both victories and defeats is 
the true mark of achievement. 
He thanked teachers for their 
guidance and parents for their 
support, noting how these ef-
forts build self-confidence in 
students.

The ceremony concluded as 
a memorable celebration, 
showcasing the talents of chil-
dren, the involvement of par-
ents, and the holistic develop-
ment fostered by Anjali Con-
vent over 25 years.

Husband also dies after 
wife’s suicide tragedy

BENGALURU

A shocking turn has emerged 
in the case of newlywed Ga-
navi, who died after attempt-
ing suicide in Bengaluru. Fol-
lowing her death, her husband 
Suraj reportedly took his own 
life in Nagpur, Maharashtra, 
while his mother Jayanti also 
attempted suicide and is re-
ceiving treatment in a local 
hospital.

Ganavi and Suraj were mar-
ried on October 29 and had 
recently returned early from 
their honeymoon in Sri Lanka 
due to differences. Family 
members said the couple had 
a fight at home, after which 
Ganavi was brought back to 
her parents’ residence. On 
Wednesday afternoon, she at-
tempted suicide and was 
rushed to a private hospital in 
Ramamurthynagar. Doctors 
later confirmed severe brain 
dysfunction, and she passed 
away on Thursday night de-
spite intensive care.

Ganavi’s parents had filed a 
complaint against Suraj and 
his family at Ramamur-
thynagar police station, alleg-
ing dowry harassment and 
abetment of suicide. Follow-
ing the complaint, Suraj, his 
mother Jayanti, and his broth-
er Sanjay moved to Nagpur. 
Police confirmed that Suraj 
committed suicide at Royal 
Villa in Nagpur on Friday, 

while Jayanti is under medical 
care after her attempted sui-
cide. “After his daughter-in-
law’s death and the complaint 
by her parents, both were 
scared, which is why they 
went to Nagpur,” said Inspec-
tor Nitin Magar.

This tragic case has drawn 
attention to issues of marital 
disputes, mental health, and 
alleged harassment in domes-
tic settings. Authorities are 
investigating the circumstanc-
es surrounding both deaths to 
determine the role of alleged 
instigation and harassment.

Meanwhile, a separate sui-
cide case in Bellary district has 
been reported, where a woman 
allegedly cheated by a married 
man took her life. Police have 
registered a case at Gandhi-
nagar Police Station and are 
investigating the matter.

The Bengaluru-Nagpur in-
cident underscores growing 
concern over domestic con-
flicts escalating into fatal out-
comes, highlighting the need 
for early intervention and sup-
port systems for mental health 
and marital issues.

Devanahalli nano fertilizer 
plant boosts self-reliance

BENGALURU

In a major step towards real-
izing the vision of an Atman-
irbhar Bharat, Indian Farmers 
Fertiliser Cooperative Limit-
ed (IFFCO) inaugurated its 
state-of-the-art nano fertilizer 
plant near Devanahalli, Ben-
galuru. The facility, set up 
over 12 acres, aims to pro-
duce 2 lakh nano urea bottles 
daily, significantly reducing 
South India’s dependence on 
conventional urea and costly 
imports.

The plant was inaugurat-
ed by IFFCO’s senior offi-
cials, including President 
Dilip Sanghavi and NCUI 
representatives. During the 
ceremony, they conducted a 
detailed inspection of the 
production processes, qual-
ity standards, and techno-
logical capabilities of the 
facility. Sanghavi empha-
sized that the plant aligns 
with the Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union 
Minister Amit Shah’s “Co-
operative for Prosperity” 
vision while promoting pre-
cision farming in India.

The advanced plant em-

ploys cutting-edge technolo-
gy to ensure high-quality 
production. By producing 
nano urea locally, it is expect-
ed to support sustainable ag-
riculture, optimize input us-
age, and lower farmers’ costs. 
The facility also symbolizes 
technological excellence and 
innovation in India’s fertiliz-
er sector.

Following the inaugura-
tion, Sanghavi held discus-
sions with plant officials and 
scientists, highlighting the 
importance of nano fertiliz-
ers, their role in modern agri-
culture, and strategies to 
strengthen cooperative-led 
initiatives. The dialogue fo-
cused on innovation-driven 
practices to enhance produc-
tivity and farmer welfare.

The event was attended 
by IFFCO vice presidents 
Balvir Singh, former presi-
dent K. Srinivasan Gowda, 
managing directors K.J. Pa-
tel, Praladsingh, Vijayshan-
kar Rai, Vivek Kohli, Sub-
rajit Padi, Mar Ganga Red-
dy, Valmiki Tripathi, Jag-
deep Singh Nakke, Jayesh 
Radadia, Umesh Tripathi 
and others.

KIA customs 
issues high alert 

as fraudsters 
pose as officials

BENGALURU

The Customs Department at 
Kempegowda International 
Airport has issued a high alert 
after a fraud network was dis-
covered targeting people in 
Bengaluru. Fraudsters are 
posing as customs officials, 
claiming passengers arriving 
from abroad are held for duty 
violations, and demanding 
money to “resolve” the issue. 
Officials warn that economi-
cally weaker sections are the 
primary targets. The scam-
mers use phone calls, social 
media, and messaging apps to 
create fear, threatening impris-
onment or harassment if pay-
ments are not made immediate-
ly. Many victims report that 
relatives or friends are falsely 
told that someone is detained at 
the airport, prompting panic. 
The Customs Commissioner 
clarified that real customs offi-
cers never demand money over 
the phone.

Ganavi and Suraj  
were married on  

October 29 and had 
recently returned early 
from their honeymoon  

in Sri Lanka due to 
differences.
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Health department plans major doctor transfers
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Health Depart-
ment has announced a major 
reshuffle, planning to transfer 
doctors from community 
health centers (CHCs) to talu-
ka hospitals, a move that has 
shocked residents across the 
state. The decision primarily 
affects pediatricians, obstetri-
cians, and anesthetists work-
ing in CHCs where fewer 
than 30 deliveries occur each 
month.

With over 270 CHCs spread 

across the state, these centers 
have long served as conve-
nient medical hubs for rural 
populations, offering essential 
health services throughout the 
day. However, low delivery 
rates at several centers have 

prompted the department to 
rethink doctor allocations. Ac-
cording to officials, the shift 
aims to ensure that critical 
specialists are available where 
demand is higher, at talu-
ka-level hospitals.

The Health Department has 
already prepared monthly de-
livery reports for all CHCs and 
identified underperforming 
centers. Doctors from these 
centers, including obstetricians, 
anesthetists, pediatricians, ra-
diologists, and general medi-
cine specialists, are expected to 

be reassigned to taluka hospi-
tals in the coming weeks.

While officials say the 
move will improve medical 
care at larger hospitals, locals 
worry about the reduced 
availability of specialists at 
community health centers. 
Residents fear that traveling 
longer distances for childbirth 
or pediatric care could be-
come a challenge, especially 
for those in remote villages.

This initiative follows a 
similar approach recently 
seen in the education sector, 

where the government merged 
schools to address teacher 
shortages. The Health Depart-
ment stresses that the doctor 
transfer is part of a broader 
plan to optimize healthcare 
services across Karnataka, en-
suring that  pat ients  in 
high-demand areas receive 
timely and quality care.

As the reshuffle takes ef-
fect, authorities urge the pub-
lic to stay informed about the 
changes and plan visits to 
nearby taluka hospitals for 
specialized medical services.

DOCTORS IN TRANSITION

QUICK READ

Mall introduces  
special parking for 
pregnant women

Concerns rise over 
indecent behavior by 

transgender individuals 

BMTC driver attacked with helmet during a fight

Bengaluru 
Nexus Mall in Bengaluru 

has introduced a 
thoughtful, pink-themed 
parking space exclusive-
ly for pregnant women. 
This initiative, aimed at 

providing safety and 
convenience, allows ex-

pectant mothers to 
avoid the usual mall 

congestion. A “Reserved 
for Mothers” sign has 

been placed in the area, 
and the parking lot is 
decorated in pink to 

make it easily identifia-
ble. The concept, shared 
in a viral video by Akshay 

Raina, has received 
widespread praise. Many 

believe other malls 
across India should 

adopt this idea to help 
ensure a smoother 

shopping experience for 
pregnant women.

Bengaluru
 There has been growing 
concern among the pub-
lic in Bengaluru over the 
behavior of some trans-
gender individuals, who 
have been accused of 

causing disturbances in 
public spaces. Locals in 
the Chikkapet area, par-

ticularly near B.V.K. 
Ayyamgarh, have report-

ed several incidents 
where individuals, while 
begging, have engaged 
in inappropriate and in-
decent acts. These ac-
tions, such as undress-
ing in the middle of the 
road, shouting obscene 
words, and demanding 

money aggressively, 
have left many residents 

alarmed and fearful. 
Witnesses claim that 

these individuals harass 
pedestrians and, on oc-

casion, even snatch 
purses or belongings 

from passersby. The sit-
uation has escalated in 
recent days, with many 
residents feeling unsafe 
and frustrated. Some of 
the disturbing incidents 
were caught on mobile 

phones and CCTV cam-
eras, adding to the pub-
lic outcry. As the com-
plaints from local resi-

dents continue to grow, 
people have been  

urging the police to take 
immediate action.

DCM inaugurates Avarebele Mela 2025
The fair offers special dishes, a 5D theater, amusement zone, face painting, tattoos, and nail art

 Continued from page 1

The 26th edition of the Basa-
vanagudi Avarebele Mela was 
inaugurated by Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar on 
Saturday at the National Col-
lege Grounds. Started in 2000 
by Geetha Shivakumar of 
Vasavi Condiments, the fair 
celebrates Bengaluru’s food, 
culture, and heritage. This 
year’s event will run until 
January 4, 2026.

Shivakumar highlighted the 

cultural significance of peas, 
calling them the “king of 
pulses” akin to mangoes in 
fruits. He urged citizens to 
visit the fair and support 
farmers, noting that the  
event provides a direct plat-
form for them to sell their 
produce and unique pea-based 
delicacies.

This year, the fair features 
special dishes such as avare-
bele momos, avarebele gulab 
jamun, water chestnut sambar, 
ice cream, avarebele puri, 

holige, and halwa. Beyond 
food, visitors can enjoy a 
360-degree 5D theater, 
amusement zone, face paint-
ing, tattoo stalls, and nail art, 
making it a family-friendly 
experience.

Safety and convenience 
measures have been systemat-
ically arranged, including a 
first-aid station, feeding 
booth, wheelchair access, 
clean toilets, information 
desks, security personnel, am-
bulance services, and fire 

safety arrangements.
The Avarebele Mela, held 

annually for 25 years, has 
grown into a major attraction 
in Bengaluru. Last year,  
over 10 lakh visitors attended, 
and the organizers expect 
even higher turnout this  
year due to the expanded at-
tractions. The fair operates 
daily from 10 am to 10 pm, 
i n v i t i n g  f a m i l i e s  a n d  
visitors to enjoy food, culture, 
and entertainment under one 
roof.

BJP slams Priyank Kharge  
over AI-generated image post

 Continued from page 1

Karnataka BJP has strongly 
criticized IT Minister Priyank 
Kharge for sharing an AI-gen-
erated image that allegedly 
targeted Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and misrepresent-
ed a court order. The party 
accused Kharge of spreading 
fake news and demanded an 
uncond i t iona l  apo logy  
from him.

The controversy arose after 
Kharge posted the image ref-
erencing the 2017 Unnao rape 
case. The Delhi High Court 
recently suspended the jail 
term of expelled BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, citing 
that he had already served 
seven years and five months. 
BJP claimed Kharge distorted 
this judicial relief, which is 
under challenge by the CBI, 
to attack the Prime Minister 
and mislead the public.

The state BJP also accused 

Kharge of mocking the gov-
ernment’s flagship ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao’ initia-
tive, claiming he twisted its 
meaning for political gain. 
The par ty  argued tha t 
Kharge’s post violated his 
own government’s Hate 

Speech Bill by using commu-
nal imagery and ridiculing the 
judicial process. They warned 
of legal action if such misin-
formation continues.

Responding to the criticism, 
Kharge said the post was an 
inadvertent oversight, noting 
that the image may have been 
AI-generated. He also ques-
tioned the BJP’s stance on 
protecting perpetrators, ask-
ing why no action had been 
taken against POCSO-related 
offenders in Karnataka and 
why certain leaders were still 
celebrated within the party.

The minister has since de-
leted the post but continues to 
defend his position, accusing 
the BJP of deflecting from 
larger accountability issues. 
The incident highlights grow-
ing concerns over the misuse 
of AI-generated content in 
political discourse and the 
need for careful verification 
before public sharing.

The state BJP accused 
Kharge of  mocking the 

‘Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao’ initiative for 

political gain, claiming 
his post violated the  

Hate Speech Bill.

33RD ANNAMMADEVI ANNUAL FESTIVAL VILLAGE FAIR

Sri Sri Kalabhairaveshwara Swami Community Hall was inaugurated in a grand ceremony by Jagadguru Sri Sri Sri  
Dr. Nirmalanandanatha Mahaswamiji in Kumaraswamy Layout Bengaluru.

The Commissioner stressed road cleanliness, ensuring Municipal  
Corp work maintains safe, clean roads and footpaths for public use

Bengaluru North City Corporation 
clears debris from outer road

BENGALURU

The North City Corporation 
of Bengaluru has launched a 
major cleanup drive along the 
Outer Ring Road, from Bhad-
rappa Layout to Gurugunte-
palya Signal near Tumkur 
Road. Municipal Commis-
sioner Pommala Sunil Kumar, 
during an inspection, directed 
officials to immediately re-
move building debris and soil 
found on footpaths and ser-
vice roads.

The inspection revealed that 
some areas along the road were 
littered with construction waste 
and soil, posing inconvenience 
to pedestrians and vehicles. 
Commissioner Kumar noted 
that while cleanup work was 
already underway by B Smile 
officials, he instructed them to 
expedite the process and ensure 
complete removal of all useless 
debris.

Accompanied by engineers 
from B Smile and the Solid 
Waste Department, the Com-
missioner emphasized the im-

portance of maintaining 
cleanliness along public 
roads. “All work under the 
jurisdiction of the Municipal 
Corporation must be carried 
out properly, ensuring roads 
and footpaths are safe and 
clean for public use,” he said.

Following the inspection, 
ward engineers and solid 
waste staff carried out a mass 
cleaning operation along the 
service roads and footpaths. 
They were instructed to regu-
larly monitor and maintain 

cleanliness to prevent future 
accumulation of debris.

Joint Commissioners Moham-
med Naeem Momin and Pallavi, 
along with concerned Executive 
Engineers, Assistant Executive 
Engineers, and other municipal 
staff, participated in the inspec-
tion and supervised the cleanup 
work. The coordinated effort is 
part of the North City Corpora-
tion’s ongoing commitment to 
keeping Bengaluru’s roads tidy 
and safe for commuters and pe-
destrians alike.

Youth stabbed to death  
in Bengaluru after feud

Married man commits suicide 
amidst alleged affair

Group Pharma 
showcases dental 

innovations at 
IPC 2025BENGALURU

Bengaluru was rocked by vi-
olence yesterday when a 
young man was stabbed to 
death in the Sheshadripur area 
over a petty dispute. The trag-
ic incident occurred around 4 
pm on Triveni Road, when 
Harshitya Dav, a local youth, 
was attacked by a mob while 
crossing the street.

Police have identified two 
suspects, Kiran and Bharath, 
who are said to have had a 
longstanding feud with 
Harshit and other youths in 
the area for the past two 
months. The two men, known 
for their petty quarrels, had 
al legedly made several 
threats, including one to kill 
Harshit. The stabbing oc-
curred during one of these 
heated confrontations.

Harshit, despite being se-
verely injured, managed to 
flee the scene but was later 

found with serious wounds to 
his hand. He was rushed to a 
nearby hospital for treatment. 
CCTV footage from the area 
captured the entire incident, 
helping police in their inves-
tigation.

Authorities have registered 
a case at the Sheshadripur po-
lice station and have launched 
a manhunt to arrest Kiran and 
Bharath. The attack has 
sparked tensions in the area, 
leading to fears of further vi-
olence. The police have urged 
the public to remain calm as 
they work to bring the perpe-
trators to justice.

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Balaji Singh, 30, a married 
man from Bapuji Nagar in 
Gudibande town, Chikka-
ballapur district, was found 
dead at his home after com-
mitting suicide by hanging in 
the early hours of Friday. Bala-
ji, married for eight years with 
a six-year-old daughter, was 
financially well-off and earned 
a living by renting out cars.

Reports suggest that Balaji 
had been involved in an illicit 
relationship with a woman 
from Shidlaghatta. After his 
wife discovered the affair, 
conflicts arose, leading Balaji 
to decide to distance himself 
from the woman and return to 
his family. However, sources 
indicate that the woman al-
legedly continued to pressure 
and blackmail him, refusing 
to leave him alone.

The circumstances of Bala-
ji’s death have raised suspi-
cions. While some reports 
point to harassment and 

blackmail by the woman as 
possible triggers, others indi-
cate that Balaji himself did 
not leave any clear note or 
explanation for his actions. 
His wife has claimed that the 
affair and related stress con-
tributed to his decision to end 
his life.

Police have registered a 
case of suspicious death and 
are investigating the matter to 
determine the exact reasons 
behind Balaji Singh’s suicide, 
including the role of the al-
leged affair in the tragedy.

Authorities are questioning 
family members and acquain-
tances to piece together 
events leading up to the  
incident.

Seabird driver arrested for drunk driving
BENGALURU

Just days after a tragic bus fire 
in Chitradurga that claimed 
seven lives, a Seabird Tourist 
bus driver was arrested for 
drunk driving in Bengaluru, re-
igniting concerns over passen-
ger safety. The driver, heading 
from Bengaluru to Goa, was 
caught by Upparpet traffic po-
lice during a routine checkpoint 
inspection on Friday night.

The incident occurred as part 
of heightened security mea-
sures for the New Year, with 
more than 140 checkpoints set 

up across the city. When the 
bus was stopped near Majestic, 
the driver tested well over the 
legal alcohol limit. He was im-
mediately arrested, and his doc-
uments were seized. Police 
coordinated with Seabird to 
ensure the passengers were not 
stranded and arranged for a re-
placement driver, allowing the 
journey to continue with a de-
lay.

This arrest has fueled fresh 
outrage, especially after the 
fatal Chitradurga accident on 
December 25, where a Sea-
bird bus collided with a con-

tainer truck, leading to the 
deaths of several passengers. 
While the truck driver was 
blamed for the crash, the 
drunk driving case has raised 
concerns about the company’s 
oversight and the safety of 
long-distance buses.

The Bengaluru Traffic Po-
lice have intensified their 
crackdown on drunk driving, 
registering over 500 cases on 
Friday alone, with more than 
2,000 cases in the past three 
days. Authorities have warned 
that strict action will be taken 
against errant drivers.

BENGALURU

Bengaluru-based Group Phar-
maceuticals made a remark-
able impact at the Indian 
Pharmaceutical Congress 
(IPC) Expo 2025, showcasing 
its latest dental innovations 
and advanced oral care solu-
tions. 

The company’s stall be-
came a major attraction for 
industry experts, entrepre-
neurs, and visitors, particular-
ly in the ‘Condition-Based 
Oral Care’ segment.

Sunil Attavar, Managing 
Director of Group Pharma-
ceuticals, highlighted the 
growing global integration of 
the Indian pharmaceutical 
sector and the company’s 
commitment to ethical , 
high-quality manufacturing. 
He emphasized that the up-
graded products aim to meet 
international standards while 
addressing specific dental 
health needs. Among the 
highlights were the enhanced 
versions of the company’s 
popular brands, Shy-NM and 
Amflor series.

Bengaluru: A shocking incident occurred in Bengaluru  
when a BMTC driver was attacked with a helmet during a fight  
with a woman near a bus stand. A video of the altercation, show-
ing the heated exchange between the driver and the woman  
in the middle of the road, has gone viral. The situation escalated 
when the woman allegedly attempted to strike the driver with a 
helmet. The incident is under investigation by the police,  
who are looking into the cause of the dispute and taking action 
accordingly.

KEA announces remaining medical, dental seats
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) has an-
nounced the allocation of left-
over seats in medical and dental 
courses. For medical admis-
sions, a total of 8 seats—7 re-
maining and 1 vacated—will be 
allocated on December 29. 

MVJ Medical College in 
Hoskote has 5 seats, M.R.M.C. 
Kalaburagi has 2 seats, and 
SDM Medical College, Dhar-
wad has 1 seat due to a candi-
date withdrawing for health 
reasons. Candidates must sub-
mit the prescribed DD (₹40.11 
lakh for MVJ, ₹39.11 lakh for 
M.R.M.C, ₹35.15 lakh for 

SDM) and original documents 
at the KEA office by 12 pm, 
with option entries allowed till 
1 pm. For dental courses, 5 va-
cant seats will be filled on De-
cember 31 following the stray 
vacancy round. Eligible candi-
dates must submit DD and orig-
inal documents by 11:30 am, 
enter options from 12–1 pm.



ibcworldnews.comSUNDAY   DECEMBER 28, 2025, HUBBALLI
STATE4

Koppal headmaster funds flight for 40 people
KOPPAL 

A remarkable act of generos-
ity by Beerappa Andagi, the 
headmaster of Government 
Higher Primary School in Ba-
hadur Bandi village, has cap-
tured attention across the re-
gion. Andagi personally spent 
Rs 5 lakh to arrange a special 
flight for 40 people, including 
24 students, teachers, hot 
meal providers, and SDMC 
members, to visit Bangalore.

This heartwarming gesture 
allowed 24 students from 
classes five to eight to experi-
ence air travel for the first 
time. To ensure fairness, Anda-

gi organized an exam where 
the top six students from each 
class were selected based on 
their highest marks. These stu-
dents, who had long dreamed 

of flying, were taken to Ban-
galore via Jindal Airport in 
Torangal in a special flight.

The trip was flagged off by 
Koppal MP Rajashekar Hit-

nal, who praised the headmas-
ter’s efforts to provide such a 
unique opportunity for the 
children. The students, excit-
ed and proud, boarded the 
plane for a two-day educa-
tional trip that will include 
visits to tourist attractions and 
study centers in Bangalore.

Andagi’s initiative has been 
widely appreciated, especially 
considering that the trip was 
funded entirely by him. His 
kindness not only made this 
incredible experience possible 
but also set an example of 
dedication and selflessness 
for others to follow.

The trip is part of Andagi’s 

long-standing commitment to 
enhancing the educational ex-
perience for his students, pro-
viding them with exposure 
and opportunities that they 
might otherwise never have 
had. His contribution is now 
being hailed as an inspiring 
act of leadership and commu-
nity service.

In a similar initiative last 
month, teachers and SDMC 
members from a government 
school in Lingapur, Shiva-
mogga, also arranged a flight 
for their students, continuing 
this positive trend of offering 
unique educational experienc-
es to rural children.

FLIGHT OF DREAMS

QUICK READ
Devotees participate 

in Ede Shanna 
Urulu Seva 

Boy arrested in house 
burglary case, gold 

seized

Subrahmanya
The Kukke Sri Subrah-

manya Temple wit-
nessed the spiritual fer-
vor of 58 devotees dur-

ing the Ede Shanna Uru-
lu Seva, part of the Kiru 
Shashti Mahotsava, the 
event saw 32 men and 

26 women participate in 
this sacred ritual after 

the Mahapuja. Devotees, 
who had previously been 
unable to partake due to 
health reasons or other 

factors, gathered outside 
the temple for the 

unique service. The Na-
ivedya offerings were 

placed on banana 
leaves, and cows of the 

temple were honored 
before devotees per-

formed the Urulu Seva 
with deep devotion, fol-

lowing traditional rituals.

Dharwad 
In a house burglary case 
in Madihal, Dharwad, a 
boy in conflict with the 
law was arrested after 
stealing gold and silver 
ornaments worth Rs 3 

lakh. The burglary, which 
took place four days ago, 

involved the theft of a 
house key and valuables 
from the home. A special 
police team, led by Dhar-
wad City Police Inspector 
Ali Sheikh, worked swiftly 

to investigate the case. 
They seized 22 grams of 
gold and 88 grams of sil-
ver from the arrested boy. 
The police were praised 
by the City Police Com-
missioner for their suc-

cessful efforts.

PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY 
FOR CM'S VISIT TO VIJAYAPURA

The Collector instructed officials to ensure equipment, water, invitations, 
seating, health staff, and safety measures are in place

VIJAYAPURA  

District officials are making 
extensive preparations for the 
visit of Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on January 9, 2026. 
The Chief Minister is sched-
uled to inaugurate several key 
development projects in the 
district, including the unveil-
ing of a statue of Veerarani 
Kittura Chennamma, the re-
naming of the central bus sta-
tion in her honor, the inaugu-
ration of a cycling velodrome, 
and the laying of foundation 
stones for various develop-
ment works.

District Collector Dr. Anan-
da K. convened a preparatory 
meeting on Saturday to ensure 
the event  is  organized 
smoothly and efficiently. “We 
must ensure that everything is 
done neatly and without any 
lapses,” said Dr. Ananda, 

stressing the importance of 
proper stage management, 
guest reception, and facilities 
at the event. The inauguration 
program will take place at the 
Darbara School Ground in Vi-
jayapura city, where all ar-
rangements should be in place 
well in advance.

The Collector instructed of-
ficials to check the LED 
lights, sound systems, and 

other equipment, ensuring ev-
erything is in working order. 
He emphasized the need for 
clean drinking water arrange-
ments for the public attending 
the event and for printed invi-
tation cards to be distributed 
on time according to protocol. 
He also highlighted the im-
portance of arranging seating, 
a canopy, and ensuring the 
presence of health staff as a 

precautionary measure.
In addition to these logisti-

cal arrangements, Dr. Ananda 
called on the concerned de-
partments to handle their spe-
cific responsibilities with care 
and cooperation, including 
fire safety measures, parking 
facilities, and medical sup-
port. Before the meeting, Dr. 
Ananda and District Superin-
tendent of Police Lakshman 
Nimbaragi conducted an on-
site inspection of the Central 
Bus Stand and Velodrome to 
assess the readiness for the 
event.

The meeting was attended 
by numerous district officials, 
including Vijayapura Urban 
Development Authority Com-
missioner Rajashekar Dam-
bal, District Health Officer 
Sampath Gunari, and several 
others involved in organizing 
the event.

Hombalanaka Colony 
residents demand 

basic services
GADAG 

For the past 40 years, resi-
dents of Hombalanaka Janata 
Colony have been enduring 
severe hardships due to a lack 
of essential infrastructure and 
services. The community is 
grappling with inadequate 
road and sewerage connec-
tions, health issues like den-
gue and malaria, and a short-
age of basic facilities. These 
ongoing problems were high-
lighted by Krishna H. Hada-
pada, president of the Hom-
balanaka Janata Colony De-
velopment Service Associa-
tion, during a petition submis-
sion to Congress youth leader 
Krishna Gaudru Patil.

Hadapada expressed frus-
tration over the neglect by 
government authorities, citing 
a lack of road connections in 
and out of the colony. “Chil-
dren face great difficulty go-
ing to school, and we struggle 
to reach work,” he said. 
“Emergency services like am-
bulances, fire trucks, and gar-
bage trucks can’t access our 
area, which puts lives at risk.” 
The colony is also burdened 
with poor drainage, a water 
shortage, and unfinished in-
frastructure projects like the 
Raja Canal, which has been 
halted midway.

The petition, which was 
submitted to Patil, urged the 
completion of vital infrastruc-
ture projects. The road con-

necting Old Court to DC Mill 
Compound, partially dam-
aged, needs to be fully re-
paired and extended to im-
prove access to the colony. 
This would resolve the 
40-year-old issue and provide 
better transportation links to 
key areas like Old Court Cir-
cle and the railway station.

Patil acknowledged the pe-
tition and promised to take 
action. He visited the colony 
to assess the problems and 
discussed the issues with mu-
nicipal officials. He assured 
the community that solutions 
would be pursued.

In addition to Hadapada, 
other prominent members of 
the association, including 
Sharanappa Soodi, Raghaven-
d ra  Gamanaga t t i ,  and 
Parashuram Annigeri, execu-
tive president of Hombalana-
ka Janata Colony Abhivardi 
Para Seva Sangh, voiced their 
concerns over the lack of 
sewerage connections and 
worsening health conditions 
in the area.

A petition to Patil 
urged completing 

infrastructure projects, 
including repairing and 

extending the road 
from Old Court to DC 

Mill Compound for 
improved 

transportation access

Parasappa Churchihala explained the incident, citing low amniotic 
fluid, while assuring Dr. Swati’s past diligence and promising action

Parents allege negligence 
during baby delivery in Haveri

HAVERI

A newborn baby at Haveri 
District Women and Chil-
dren’s Hospital suffered a 
head injury during a cesarean 
delivery, prompting allega-
tions of medical negligence 
from the child’s parents. Mo-
hammed Mujaid and Bibi 
Apsa Mulla claimed that the 
doctor accidentally hit their 
baby’s head with a blade, re-
quiring two stitches.

Bibi Apsa was admitted to 
the hospital on Friday after-
noon. According to her and 
her husband, the doctor who 
performed the cesarean, Dr. 
Swati, told them nothing seri-
ous had occurred after the 
procedure, leaving the parents 
worried and frustrated. 
“When she came out after the 
operation, the baby was 
bleeding. I asked the doctor in 
fear what happened, but she 
said nothing would happen 
and walked out,” said the par-
ents. They questioned who 

would take responsibility for 
the baby’s injury.

Hospital Deputy Superin-
tendent Parasappa Churchiha-
la responded that the incident 
occurred due to low amniotic 
fluid in the womb, which 
made the procedure challeng-
ing. He said, “The blade acci-
dentally hit the baby, and two 
stitches were applied. The 
baby is healthy and has been 
kept in the NICU as a precau-
tion.”

Churchihala added that Dr. 
Swati has been serving at the 
hospital for three years and 

has not shown negligence in 
the past. He assured that if 
any evidence of carelessness 
emerges, appropriate action 
would be taken.

The incident has drawn at-
tention to hospital safety 
during cesarean procedures 
and sparked concern among 
local residents about the care 
of newborns in crowded 
healthcare facilities. Parents 
and hospital authorities remain 
at odds over the incident, 
highlighting the delicate bal-
ance between medical emer-
gencies and patient safety.

Hukkeri Mutt cattle fair 
celebrates 54th year

HAVERI 

The Hukkeri Mutt Cattle Fair, 
a major annual event in 
Haveri, has reached a remark-
able milestone this year, cele-
brating its 54th edition. With 
a variety of special attrac-
tions, the fair has grown even 
more popular, drawing thou-
sands of visitors from Haveri 
and surrounding districts.

Held at the Shivabasava 
Cattle Market, the fair in-
cludes diverse exhibitions 
such as a dog show, cattle 
show, agricultural exhibits, 
fish display, and displays of 
maize and other grains. This 
year, the Jatra Mahotsav 
Committee has organized the 
fair with even more unique 
features to engage visitors.

A highlight of the fair is the 
two-day dog show, which has 
captivated dog lovers. Over 
150 dogs of 18 different 
breeds, including Labrador, 
Pug, Golden Retriever, and 
German Shepherd, participat-
ed in the event. 

Notably, the Haveri Police 
Department’s dogs also im-
pressed attendees with their 
well-rehearsed exercises. 
Competitions were held for 
both large and small dogs, 

with winners receiving cash 
prizes and rabies vaccina-
tions, provided by the Animal 
Husbandry Department.

The cattle show was anoth-
er major attraction. Farmers 
displayed a variety of cattle 
breeds, including the popular 
Hallikar, Gir, and Punganur 
cows, with Punganur cows 
being a first-time participant 
in the fair. Visitors marveled 
at their smaller size and took 
selfies with the cows, while 
farmers gathered information 
about these breeds. Competi-
tions for milking cows and 
good calves added excitement 
to the event.

In addition to livestock, the 
fair also featured a display of 
modern agricultural machin-
ery, including a giant drone 
that sprays nano urea on 
crops, and exhibitions of fish 
and cereal-based artwork. 
These exhibits offered valu-
able insights into the latest 
developments in farming.

The event was attended by 
prominent officials such as 
Haveri District Magistrate Dr. 
Vijayamahantesh Danamma-
vara and SP Yashoda Vanta-
godi, who praised the fair’s 
organization and diverse of-
ferings.

Golgummata to 
host classical 
arts festival

VIJAYAPURA 

The first Indian Classical Arts 
Festival will be held at the 
historic Golgummata monu-
ment on January 3–4, 2026. 
Organised by the Murthy 
Trust with the Department of 
Tourism and the Archaeolog-
ical Survey of India, the two-
day event celebrates India’s 
classical music and dance her-
itage. Held in association with 
Bharatiya Vidyabhavan, Ben-
galuru, the festival will be 
attended by Minister Dr. M.B. 
Patil, Rajya Sabha MP Sudha 
Murthy, MLA Basanagouda 
Patil Yatnal and Collector Dr. 
Ananda K. Highlights include 
Hindustani vocalist Pandit 
V e n k a t e s h  K u m a r , 
Bharatanatyam, Carnatic mu-
sic ensembles and a Kathak 
performance. Fourteen artists 
will also paint Vijayapura 
landscapes.

PDO suspended for negligence 
after pregnant woman’s murder

HUBBALLI 

In a significant development 
related to the tragic murder of a 
pregnant woman in Inam Veer-
apur village, the Belagali Gram 
Panchayat Development Offi-
cer (PDO), Nagaraja Giriyappa, 
has been suspended for derelic-
tion of duty. The suspension 
was ordered by Dharwad Zilla 
Panchayat Executive Officer 
Bhuvanesh Patil, following se-
rious allegations of negligence.

The charges against Giriyap-
pa stem from his failure to at-
tend a crucial consultation 
meeting held during the funeral 
of Manya Patil, the pregnant 
woman who was murdered. He 
also neglected to convene a 
meeting of the social standing 

committee members and did 
not pass a resolution on the 
steps taken following the trage-
dy. Furthermore, when the po-
lice requested assistance from 
the panchayat staff during the 
funeral, Giriyappa and his 
team failed to respond, 
demonstrating a clear lack of 
responsibility.

This suspension comes after 
two police constables from 
Hubballi Rural Police Station 
were also suspended for their 
failure to perform their duties 
in connection with the case.

The murder, which took 
place on Sunday, December 
21, shocked the village. Man-
ya Patil, 20, who was seven 
months pregnant, was brutally 
attacked and killed by her own 

father, Prakash Gowda Patil, 
and other family members. 
The incident stemmed from 
her relationship with an in-
ter-caste youth, Vivekananda 
Doddamani, which had been 
opposed by her family. Despite 
their disapproval, Manya and 
Vivekananda had married ear-
lier that year, but returned to 
the village under the threat of 
violence. The murderers at-
tacked Manya with deadly 
weapons, and she succumbed 
to her injuries shortly after the 
assault.

An FIR has been filed against 
15 people, including Manya's 
father and other relatives. The 
investigation is ongoing, with 
police continuing to gather ev-
idence and information.

Hassan authorities 
warn against filming 

elephant Bhima

HASSAN

The Forest Department has 
issued a strict warning to res-
idents in Hassan district after 
wild elephant Bhima began 
entering villages in the Mal-
nad region. Locals have been 
flocking to see the gentle ele-
phant and taking photos and 
videos, which has caused con-
cern among forest officials.

DFO Saurabh Kumar said 
that Bhima has been visiting 
gardens and villages, prompt-
ing the Elephant Task Force 
(ETF) to monitor the animal 
around the clock. “People 
have already been requested 
and warned not to disturb 
Bhima. Disturbing wild ani-
mals is an offence under Sec-
tion 26 of the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act, 1972,” he said.

The department emphasized 
that approaching wild animals 
is dangerous. “Wild animals 
are unpredictable. Getting 
close to Bhima or attempting 
to take videos or photos can 
put your life at risk. From 
now on, anyone caught dis-
turbing Bhima will face legal 
action under the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act,” Kumar added.

ETF personnel are tracking 
Bhima continuously to ensure 

the safety of both the elephant 
and residents. The forest offi-
cials reminded the public to 
maintain a safe distance and 
avoid unnecessary interfer-
ence with the animal’s move-
ments.

Bhima, who recently lost a 
tusk but has fully recovered, 
remains active and continues 
to roam near the villages. Of-
ficials said that respectful ob-
servation from a distance is 
the best way for people to 
enjoy wildlife without caus-
ing harm.

The move highlights the 
importance of wildlife protec-
tion and the need for public 
awareness in areas where hu-
man-animal encounters are 
frequent. Authorities hope this 
strict warning will prevent ac-
cidents and ensure Bhima’s 
well-being while allowing 
villagers to admire the majes-
tic elephant safely.

DFO Saurabh Kumar 
said that Bhima has 

been visiting gardens 
and villages, prompting 
the Elephant Task Force 

(ETF) to monitor the 
animal around the clock
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Woman’s 

ear severed by chain 
snatchers 

Vijayapura
In a shocking incident in 

Divatageri Galli, Vi-
jayapura, chain snatch-

ers brutally attacked Ka-
lavati Gaikwad (45) 
while she was on her 

way to buy milk. The two 
masked men stole her 
gold necklace and ear-
rings, cutting off her ear 

in the process. The 
thieves, reportedly under 

the influence of drugs, 
also attacked her face 
before fleeing with 10 

grams of gold. Kalavati is 
now receiving treatment 

in a private hospital 
where doctors have 

stitched her ear. The po-
lice have registered a 

case and are investigat-
ing the crime. This attack 

highlights the ongoing 
menace of chain snatch-

ing in the city.

I, SYEDA AYESHA SULTANA, 
W/o. Syed Ayub Hussaini, Residing 

at No.9 & 10, 1 Floor, 27th Main 
Road, Behind Noorani Masjid, 

Puttayyanapalya, Jayanagar 9th 
Block, Bengaluru 560 069, have 
changed my name to AYEESHA 
HUSSAINI, vide affidavit dated: 

23.12.2025, before Notary 
V.RAJASHEKHARA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

 I, AZGAR SHARIFF, S/o 
MUNNIR SHARIF, Resident 

of No 10, Samadana 
Nagar, K G Halli, A C Post, 
Bengaluru 560045, have 

changed my name to ASGAR 
SHARIFF, Vide Affidavit 
Dated 26.12.2025 before 
notary R BASAVARAJU, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, NAWAB KHAN, resident 
of No.68, Bharath Nagar, M 
S Palya, Vidyaranyapura, 
Bangalore-560097, have 

changed my name to 
NAWAB ULLA KHAN, 

vide affidavit dated: 
22.12.2025, before Notary 
MIR ZIA ULLA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMMED AJMAL AZIZ, 
S/o Abdul Aziz, Resident of 
No 20, 3rd Floor, 5th Cross, 
Near J K Residence, BHEL 

Layout, Chengaiah Compound, 
Jayanagar  Post, Bengaluru 

560041, have changed my name 
to MOHAMMED AJMAL AZEEZ, 
Vide Affidavit Dated 26.12.2025 
before notary R BASAVARAJU, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, SHAMSUN, W/o Nawab Ulla 
Khan, resident of No.68, Singapura 

Main Road, Bharath Nagar, 
M.S. Palya, Vidyaranyapura, 

Bangalore-560097, have changed 
my name to SHAMSHUNNISA, 
vide affidavit dated: 26.12.2025, 

before Notary MIR ZIA ULLA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

APPENDIX IV POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi, 

Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

The undersigned being the authorized officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. 
Ltd., (ACHFL), Under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets 
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (“SARFAESI Act, 2002”) and 
in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the 
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Enforcement Rules”). Demand 
Notice(s) issued by the Authorized Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/ 
Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) (collectively referred to as the “Borrowers”) 
mention herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days 
from the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay 
the amount, notice is hereby given to Borrowers and the public in general that the 
under signed has taken symbolic / physical possession of the property described 
herein below in supersize of powers conferred upon him under Sub-section(4)of 
Section 13 of the said act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement 
rules, 2002. The borrower’s attention is invited to prevision of sub-section (8) of 
section 13 of the Act, in receipt of time available, to redeem the secured assets. 
The borrowers in particular and the public in general are hereby caution not to 
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the 
charge of ACHFL for an amount mention herein under with the interest thereon.

STATUTORY NOTICE TO BORROWERS/ CO-BORROWERS AND GUARANTORS 
Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) are hereby put to caution that the property 
may be sold at any time hereinafter by way of public auction/tenders and as such this may 
also be treated as a notice under Rule 6,8 & 9 of Security (interest) Enforcement Rules,2002.

Place :  Bangalore, Karnataka 
Date : 28.12.2025

Sd/-
Authorized Officer

Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s)  Loan A/c No.
1. Muniraju A  (Borrower) 2. Lakshmamma H (Co-Borrower) Lan No: S131204000008

Top up Lan: S131209000015
Description of Secured Asset

All that piece and parcel of Immovable Property bearing Khatha No. 47, Situated at 
KOWDENAHALLI, Krishnarajapura Hobli, Bangalore East Taluk, presently within the limits 
of BBMP, previously Krishnarajapura CMC Limits, measuring East to West 13 ½ feet and 
North to South 27 feet and Bounded on:- East: Foot Way, West: Property belongs to 
Subbanarasamma, South: Road, North: Property belongs to Narayanappa.

Date of Demand Notice and Amount
18.09.2025 / Rs. 7,33,028/- (Rupees Seven Lakh Thirty Three Thousand Twenty Eight Only) & 

Top Up Rs. 5,24,751 (Rupees Five Lakh Twenty Four Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty One Only)
NPA Date - 29.08.2025 Date of Possession : 22.12.2025

Name of Borrower(s)/ Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s)  Loan A/c No.
1. Suresh T M (Borrower) 2. Rajeshwari B (Co-Borrower) 
Lan No: 1172020100015 & Top up LAN: S117209000029

Description of Secured Asset
All that piece and parcel of the property bearing Khaneshmari No. 58, Property No. 58, 
situated at Thammenahalli Paya Village, Thammenahalli Dhakle, Dhakle, Dasanapura Hobli, 
Bangalore North Taluk, Bangalore, measuring East to West 55 Feet and North to South 
17 Feet, in all measuring 935 Sq. Ft., and Bounded as under: East: Road, West: Private 
Property, South: Road, North: Late Lakhmana’s Property.

Date of Demand Notice and Amount
10.10.2025 / Rs. 9,64,436/- (Rupees Nine Lakh Sixty Four Thousand Four Hundred 

Thirty Six Only) & Top up Lan: Rs. 3,84,027/- (Rupees Three Lakh Eighty Four 
Thousand Twenty Seven Only)

NPA Date - 28.09.2025 Date of Possession : 22.12.2025

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

BJP PROTESTS AGAINST THE 
STATE’S HATE SPEECH BILL 
Halappa criticized the state government, claiming the bill undermines the 

Constitution and threatens freedom of expression and protest
SHIVAMOGGA

The BJP staged a protest on 
Saturday seeking the with-
drawal of the controversial 
Hate Speech Bill, expressing 
concern that the law suppress-
es freedom of speech and 
threatens democratic rights. 
The protest was held at Sagar 
Hotel and was attended by 
key party leaders, including 
former minister and state 
vice-president  Harthala 
Halappa.

Speaking at the event, 
Halappa criticized the state 
government, claiming that the 
bill undermines the Indian 
Constitution drafted by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar. He said, “If 
this law is implemented, citi-
zens and politicians will face 

charges for merely expressing 
opinions or protesting against 
organizations like the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh or 
other national events. The 
government is already taking 
steps to punish politicians and 
activists who speak out.”

T.D. Meghraj, the former 
district president of BJP, stat-
ed that the bill had already 

been approved by the state 
legislature using majority 
votes. He argued that the leg-
islation is anti-democratic and 
threatens the basic right to 
freedom of speech. “The gov-
ernment is awaiting an unde-
clared emergency to imple-
ment this law. This move not 
only endangers opposition 
voices but also stifles the pub-

lic’s ability to protest peace-
fully,” Meghraj said.

The BJP leaders empha-
sized that the bill, if enforced, 
could be used to intimidate 
opposition parties, activists, 
and ordinary citizens, effec-
tively curtailing democratic 
debate. They urged the state 
government to reconsider and 
repeal the legislation, warning 
that continuing with it could 
further erode public trust and 
damage the credibility of the 
administration, especially af-
ter recent local body election 
setbacks.

The protest highlighted the 
party’s strong stance on pro-
tecting free expression and its 
call for democratic safeguards 
in the state’s legislative pro-
cess.

Udupi rescue 
operation sends 

beggars back home
UDUPI

In a major humanitarian ef-
fort, forty beggars, including 
minors, were rescued from 
Udupi city and sent back to 
their hometown in Rajasthan 
on Friday. The operation was 
led by the Child Protection 
Unit in collaboration with so-
cial worker Nityananda Olka-
du and his team.

The beggars, who were 
found at the Rajangana pil-
grim parking lot near Sri 
Krishna Math, included chil-
dren who had dropped out of 
school and were forced to beg 
alongside their parents. The 
operation was prompted by 
public complaints received 
through the Children’s Help-
line, highlighting the exploita-
tion of minors in the city’s 
begging network.

Speaking to the media, Ni-
tyananda Olkadu, District Cit-
izens’ Committee Coordina-
tor, said, “Many beggars in 
Udupi are from other states 
and districts. Some children 
are deprived of education and 
compelled to beg. With the 
cooperation of the Child Pro-
tection Unit, we have ar-
ranged to send about 40 peo-
ple safely back to Rajasthan 
by train.”

The rescue team included 
staff from the Child Protec-
tion Unit—Vishal, Ramya, 
Akshata, and Vidyashree—as 
well as the Police Emergency 

Helpline 112 personnel, along 
with volunteers Yogish and 
Savita. The coordinated effort 
ensured the safe transporta-
tion of the rescued individuals 
to their hometown, providing 
relief to both the victims and 
the concerned public.

Nityananda Olkadu, known 
for his 25 years of dedicated 
social service, has been ac-
tively supporting vulnerable 
sections of society, including 
orphans, the needy, and ex-
ploited individuals, without 
any personal gain. His life-
long commitment to social 
welfare, coupled with the 
Child Protection Unit’s initia-
tive, made this rescue opera-
tion a success and under-
scored the importance of pro-
tecting children from ex-
ploitation.

The operation has been 
widely appreciated by the 
public, highlighting the need 
for continued vigilance and 
proactive measures to safe-
guard minors from being 
forced into begging.

Forty beggars, 
including minors, 

rescued from Udupi 
and safely sent to 

Rajasthan in a 
coordinated 

operation by Child 
Protection Unit and 

volunteers

MANGALURU

The ninth edition of the Mangalore 
Kambala unfolded as a celebration of 
Tulunadu’s cultural pride and a re-
newed call for development, with Dak-
shina Kannada MP Capt. Brijesh 
Chowta urging citizens to work collec-
tively towards a “Viksit Mangaluru”.

Inaugurating the event at Goldfinch 
City, Bangrakuloor, Chowta said Man-
galuru is not just a city but the cultural 
soul of Tulunadu. He stressed the need 
to oppose misinformation about the 
district and ensure that development 
initiatives include strong local partici-
pation.

He said the Kambala, started eight 
years ago, has successfully united peo-
ple from all sections of society and 
grown into a symbol of cultural harmo-
ny. This year’s ‘Navavidha–Navavar-
sha’ theme reflects innovation along-
side tradition, he added.

The inauguration featured ceremoni-

al lamp lighting by Chittaranjan of the 
Sri Brahma Baidarkala Garadi Kshet-
ra, with blessings from Gurupura Va-
jradehi Math and Kateel Durga-
parameshwari Temple representatives.

The collective singing of ‘Vande 
Mataram’ by 150 students to mark the 
song’s 150th anniversary created a 
powerful patriotic moment. The event 
also included exhibitions, environmen-
tal initiatives, honours for entrepre-
neurs, and competitions for children, 
adding vibrancy to the traditional 
sporting spectacle.

Mangalore Kambala Showcases 
‘NAVAVIDHA–NAVAVARSHA’

Kannada stars light up Belagavi Utsav Festival
BELAGAVI 

Belagavi witnessed a star-studded 
celebration as popular Kannada ac-
tors and actresses arrived to partic-
ipate in the much-awaited Belagavi 
Utsav. The festival, organized by 
the Karnataka Rakshana 
Vedike Praveen Shetty fac-
tion, drew huge crowds ea-
ger to catch glimpses of 
their favorite stars.

Star actors Dolly Dhan-
anjaya, Ninasam Satish, 
and actresses Saptami 
Gowda and Karave State President 
Praveen Shetty were warmly re-
ceived in the city. The event began 
with the stars garlanding the statue 
of Kittur Rani Chennamma at 
Chennamma Circle, followed by 

enthusiastic waves to their fans.
In the evening, a musical perfor-

mance by renowned singer Rajesh 
Krishnan at Sardar Maidan added 
charm to the festival, attracting 
thousands of attendees. Dolly 
Dhananjaya urged fans to enjoy 

Kannada movies with-
out rivalry, emphasiz-
ing the importance of 
family and unity. “Fans 
don’t need to fight. 
Watch movies comfort-
ably and celebrate. Our 
life is our language, our 

pride,” he said.
Ninasam Satish praised Belaga-

vi’s Kannadigas for protecting their 
cultural identity and assured that 
the Kannada film industry stands 
with them. Actress Saptami Gowda 

encouraged audiences to support 
Kannada cinema, highlighting the 
struggle behind producing region-
al films and the impact of fan 
support on artists’ careers.

Praveen Shetty reaffirmed the 
importance of safeguarding Be-
lagavi’s Kannada identity, warn-
ing against any attempts to under-
mine the city’s culture. He urged 
strict enforcement of Kannada 
language policies in the border 
region and praised the district ad-
ministration for maintaining har-
mony during the festival.

Belagavi Utsav, with its blend 
of cultural pride, cinema, and mu-
sic, reinforced the city’s dedica-
tion to Kannada heritage while 
celebrating the region’s talented 
film fraternity.

11-year-old injured as youths stop 
bike over alleged beef transport 

MANGALURU

Tension prevailed briefly in 
parts of Bajpe police station 
limits on Wednesday after an 
11-year-old girl was injured 
when two youths allegedly in-
tercepted a motorcycle on sus-
picion of illegal beef transport.

Police said the incident took 
place at around 10 am on the 
Malali–Naralapadavu Road 
when Abdul Sattar Mullarpat-
tna was travelling on a 
two-wheeler with his daughter. 
Two youths allegedly stopped 
the bike and blocked its move-
ment, leading to an altercation.

“In the course of the inci-
dent, the child’s leg came into 
contact with the hot silencer of 
the motorcycle, resulting in 
burn injuries,” a police official 
said. Passersby and local resi-
dents rushed to help and shift-

ed the injured girl to a nearby 
hospital. Doctors have said her 
condition is stable.

The youths were later iden-
tified as Sumith Bhandari (21) 
and Rajath Nayak (30), both 
residents of Yedapadavu. Po-
lice said they had arrived at the 
spot in a Tata Sumo vehicle 
and suspected that beef was 
being transported illegally.

Around 19 kg of beef was 
allegedly found at the spot, and 
police said no supporting doc-
uments were produced. Fol-
lowing the incident, Sattar re-
portedly fled the scene, leaving 
behind the motorcycle. Bajpe 
police have registered a case 
and initiated an investigation. 
“Stopping vehicles on suspi-
cion without authority is a se-
rious matter. We are also veri-
fying the legality of the meat 
transport,” the officer said. 

‘Rashtrakke Madhyasthike 2.0’ 
launched to resolve pending cases
RAMANAGARA

A significant campaign titled 
Rashtrakke Madhyasthike 2.0 
has been launched across the 
district to resolve pending 
cases in district and subordi-
nate courts, officials said. The 
initiative, announced 
by District and Ses-
sions Judge and 
Chairman of the Dis-
trict Legal Services 
Authority M.H. An-
nayyanavar, will run 
for 90 days starting 
from January 2.

The campaign aims to pro-
vide speedy and amicable jus-
tice by referring suitable 
pending cases for mediation. 
Under directions from the 
Mediation Consultation Proj-
ect Committee (MCPC), cases 

pending in courts will be ad-
dressed through mediation, 
ensuring quick resolution out-
side regular trial procedures.

The mediation centers will 
handle a variety of cases, in-
cluding matrimonial and fam-
ily disputes, motor accident 

claims, dishonoured 
cheque cases, com-
mercial and service 
matters, compound-
able criminal cases, 
consumer disputes, 
land-related cases, 
and other civil mat-

ters. Currently, the district has 
around 36,498 pending cases 
across different courts, in-
cluding divorce and domestic 
violence cases, motor acci-
dent claims (1,425), com-
poundable criminal cases 
(1,266), land disputes (812), 

cheque dishonour cases 
(4,097), and other civil dis-
putes (27,867 estimated).

To ensure effective imple-
mentation, 33 experienced 
lawyers with over 20 years of 
practice have agreed to serve 
as mediators. Cases referred 
to mediation centers will be 
resolved through structured 
dialogue involving both par-
ties, under the supervision of 
the District Legal Services 
Authority and local court me-
diation centers. The campaign 
is expected to benefit litigants 
by expediting case resolution, 
saving time and money, and 
promoting social harmony. 
Judge M.H. Annayyanavar 
encouraged all eligible parties 
to make use of this opportuni-
ty to achieve timely and ami-
cable justice.

Honor killing: Leaders call for victim support
HUBBALLI

In the aftermath of an honor killing in Inam 
Veerapur, Hubballi taluk, the victims have 
been admitted to Vivekananda Hospital. 
Former Minister Shankar Patila Mune Na-
koppa, along with Speaker Basavaraj Jahor-
atti, met to discuss the health of the victims. 

They also held a meeting with Dalit Liber-
ation Committee leaders to gather informa-
tion about the incident and explore govern-
ment solutions. Both Nakoppa and Jahorat-
ti expressed deep concern over the honor 
killing and emphasized the need for support 
and justice for the victims, urging authori-
ties to address this tragic issue swiftly.

CHAMARAJANAGAR INSTITUTE  
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

No: DIPR CHACHAGAR: 594:2025-26

Dean and Director
Chamarajanagara Institute of  

Medical Sciences, Chamarajanagar.

TENDER NOTIFICATION

 (An Autonomous Institute of Govt of Karnataka)
Sy. No: 124, Yadapura Village, Kasaba Hobli, Chamarajanagar-571313

E-Mail: directorcimscrnagara@gmail.com Tel: 08226-226701, 
Website: https://cimscrnagara.karnataka.gov.in

The Tender has been invited as per Karnataka Transparency 
in Public Procurement Act 1999 Rule 2000 for the Supply, 
Installation, Commissioning of Mannequin and other Items 
for Skill Lab. at this Institution. Interested Tenderers are 
informed to apply the tender on or before 23.01.2026 at 5.00 
pm by paying E.M.D.

If, the last date for submission of tender declared as 
Government Holiday, the next working day shall be treated 
as last date. No separate Notification in this regard will 
be issued. Interested tenderers may contact the college 
authorities for furthers information.

No. Sup/Skill Lab./154/2025-26 Dated: 18.12.2025
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Amritsar Walled City Vendors Moved
AMRITSAR

 
The Punjab government has 
started shifting temporary ki-
osks and street vendors sell-
ing liquor, meat, eggs, tobac-
co, and other non-vegetarian 
items from the walled city of 
Amritsar, now declared a holy 
city. Officials identified 
around 150 shops and stalls, 
including meat shops, pan-bi-
di kiosks, and egg carts, in 
areas like Old Telephone Ex-
change near Shastri Market, 
Katra Jaimal Singh, Hathi 
Gate, Lohgarh Gate, Hakiman 
Gate, Bhagtanwala Gate, Gu-
ruwali Gate, Guru Bazaar, 
Lahori Gate, and Namak 
Mandi.

The Amritsar Hotel and 
Restaurant Association clari-
fied that licensed hotels and 
guest houses near the Golden 
Temple will not be affected as 
they do not serve liquor or 
non-vegetarian food. Howev-
er, illegal liquor sales were 

reported in some areas. Local 
fish trader Yuvraj Singh ex-
pressed concern, noting that 
nearly 60,000 people depend 
on the fish trade, supplying 
across Punjab and neighbour-
ing states. 

He warned that shifting the 
market without proper reha-
bilitation could lead to tempo-
rary unemployment and fi-
nancial losses for restaurants, 
hotels, and eateries reliant on 
this supply. 

Singh urged the govern-
ment to prioritise rehabilita-
tion measures. The move fol-

lows the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty-led government’s declara-
tion of parts of Amritsar, Tal-
windi Sabo, and Sri Anandpur 
Sahib as holy cities. 

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann announced the decision 
on December 21, imposing a 
ban on the sale of meat, fish, 
alcohol, tobacco, and other 
intoxicants in these areas. 

Officials said the action is 
part of the state’s plan to pre-
serve the sanctity of the 
walled city and maintain a 
clean, holy environment for 
pilgrims and residents alike.

HOLY SHIFT
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Theatre Stampede: 23 
Accused Including 

Actor Allu Arjun

Liquor Dispute Ends In 
Woman’s Brutal 

Murder

TMC Alleges Voter 
Names Deleted To 

Favor BJP

HYDERABAD
Hyderabad police have 

filed a charge sheet 
against 23 people,  

including actor Allu Arjun, 
over a woman’s death in a 

stampede during the  
‘Pushpa-2’ premiere on 

December 4, 2024.  
The theatre management 
is the main accused, while 
Arjun is listed as accused  
number 11. The incident 

injured the woman’s 
eight-year-old son. Arjun 
was briefly arrested on 

December 13, 2024, and 
later granted bail.  

Both the actor and film 
makers provided financial 

help to the family, sup-
ported by the Telangana 

government.

NANDURBAR
In Nandurbar district, a 

45-year-old woman, 
Shanubai Shanya Thakre, 

was brutally murdered 
after leaving home to 
watch Diwali celebra-
tions on December 29. 
Her bloodied body was 
found in an abandoned 
house with severe head 
injuries. Police investiga-
tions revealed the killing 

was linked to a liquor 
money dispute. Two ac-

cused have been arrested 
in connection with the 

crime. The shocking inci-
dent has left the local 
community in fear and 
grief, highlighting rising 
violence over financial 

disputes in villages.

KOLKATA
The Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) has accused the 
Election Commission of 

deleting lakhs of genuine 
voter names in West 

Bengal to benefit the BJP 
ahead of the 2026 As-

sembly polls. A TMC del-
egation met Chief Elec-

toral Officer Manoj Agar-
wal on Saturday and 

submitted a memoran-
dum highlighting the is-
sue. Minister Chandrima 

Bhattacharya claimed 
around 58 lakh voters 

were wrongly marked as 
“unmapped” during the 
SIR exercise. TMC said 

different rules were being 
applied in Bengal com-
pared to other states.

Ex-Diplomat Warns Bangladesh 
Unrest May Escalate Soon

NEW DELHI
 

Ex-diplomat Suresh K Goel 
has expressed concern over 
Bangladesh’s current politi-
cal situation, asserting that 
Chief Adviser Muhammad 
Yunus’s decisions are heavily 
influenced by jihadist ele-
ments. Goel warned that the 
present calm is “the calm be-
fore the storm,” highlighting 
the growing complexity in 
Bangladesh’s political land-
scape. He noted that Yunus, 
given his international repu-
tation, could stabilise the 
country, but external pres-
sures appear to be dictating 

his actions.Goel stressed that 
the rising influence of jihad-
ist groups is not limited to 
attacks on minority commu-
nities but is increasingly 
shaping political decisions. 
“These external factors are 
complicating the politics of 

Bangladesh and may lead to 
further unrest,” he said.

The warning comes after 
the assassination of Sharif 
Osman Hadi, Inqilab Mon-
cho convenor and a key fig-
ure of last year’s July Upris-
ing. Hadi was shot on De-
cember 12 while riding a 
rickshaw in Dhaka’s Bi-
joynagar area and died on 
December 18 in Singapore, 
where he was flown for ad-
vanced treatment. 

 Following his death, pro-
tests erupted in Dhaka, with 
activists gathering at Shah-
bagh intersection demanding 
justice. Police reports indi-

cate that two assailants on a 
motorcycle opened fire at 
Hadi. He was initially treated 
at Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital, then shifted to 
Evercare Hospital before be-
ing flown abroad.

Goel expressed disappoint-
ment with the interim gov-
ernment’s handling of the 
unrest and urged caution, 
noting that domestic stability 
could be jeopardised if the 
influence of extremist ele-
ments continues unchecked. 

He called for stronger 
measures to prevent the po-
litical environment from 
deteriorating further.

Former Indian diplomat Suresh K Goel warns that Bangladesh’s recent calm 
may precede a surge in violence and political instability

BJP-Sena Near 
Final Deal For 

BMC Polls
MUMBAI

 
The BJP and Shiv Sena are on 
the verge of sealing their 
seat-sharing arrangement for 
the Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) elections. 
Reports suggest an agreement 
has been reached for 200 of 
the 227 Mumbai wards ahead 
of the January 15 polls. A 
late-night meeting at Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde’s res-
idence in Thane discussed 
alliance strategies for upcom-
ing civic elections in Mum-
bai, Thane, Kalyan-Dombivli, 
and Navi Mumbai.

Additional talks are sched-
uled for other civic bodies, 
including Chhatrapati Sam-
bhaji Nagar, Panvel, and Mi-
ra-Bhayandar. Congress is 
exploring new political align-
ments, including discussions 
with Prakash Ambedkar-led 
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi 
(VBA), following disputes 
with Shiv Sena (UBT) over 
its alliance with the Maha-
rashtra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS).

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP San-
jay Raut confirmed the party 
will contest BMC elections in 

alliance with MNS and Sha-
rad Pawar-led NCP. This 
comes after Sharad Pawar re-
jected a seat-sharing proposal 
from the Ajit Pawar faction, 
which had offered only 35 
seats to his party.

Meanwhile, Raj Thackeray 
is expected to chair an MNS 
leaders’ meeting at Shivtirth 
residence to finalise the par-
ty’s campaign strategy, in-
cluding issues and candidate 
selection. 

Across Maharashtra, alli-
ance talks are ongoing, with 
parties holding parallel meet-
ings to finalise seat-sharing 
arrangements and strategies 
for local body polls.

The BJP-Sena alliance ap-
pears determined to consoli-
date its position in Mumbai, 
while opposition parties ex-
plore new combinations to 
challenge the ruling coalition 
in upcoming civic elections.

BJP and Shiv Sena are 
close to finalising seat-

sharing for Mumbai civic 
polls, aiming to contest 

200 of  227 wards 
together.

RSP Leader Demands Answers On Sabarimala Gold Case
KOLLAM

 
RSP leader Shibu Baby John 
on Saturday questioned 
CPI(M) over its claim that a 
photograph showing Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
with Sabarimala gold loss 
case accused Unnikrishnan 
Potty was AI-generated. 
John alleged that CPI(M) 
leaders lack understanding 
of artificial intelligence and 
suggested that the party sec-
retary was unaware of mod-
ern technologies capable of 
detecting AI-generated im-
ages. John shared a photo-
graph on social media show-
ing Potty seated alongside 

former Devaswom Minister 
and CPI(M) leader Kada-
kampally Surendran and a 
police officer, reportedly 
taken at Bengaluru airport. 
He stated that the Chief 
Minister’s Office had con-
firmed the event actually 
took place, questioning who 
had invited Potty and the 
significance of the key-han-
dover ceremony where only 
a single ambulance was do-
nated to the police.

He alleged that the gold 
loss at Sabarimala could not 
have occurred without polit-
ical leadership knowledge 
and raised questions on 
whether Potty had contribut-

ed funds to the Global 
Ayyappa Summit organised 
by the Travancore Devas-
wom Board. John criticised 
the CPI(M) for registering 
cases against those who 
asked such questions instead 
of providing clarifications.

Clarifying his earlier re-
marks, John ruled out any 
controversy regarding RSP 
MP M K Premachandran 
attending a tea party hosted 
by the Lok Sabha Speaker, 
calling it a normal parlia-
mentary engagement.

Railways Misses Deadline, 
Kavach System To Launch 2026

NEW DELHI
 

The Railway Ministry has 
missed the December 2025 
deadline for installing the au-
tomatic train protection sys-
tem, Kavach, on the high-den-
sity New Delhi-Mumbai and 
New Delhi-Howrah routes, 
but hopes to operationalise it 
in 2026.

Kavach is an indigenously 
developed Automatic Train 
Protection (ATP) system de-
signed to automatically apply 
brakes if a loco pilot fails to 
maintain speed limits, en-
hancing safety on busy routes. 
Officials said about 25% of 
the work has been completed, 
with key components being 
installed on remaining sec-
tions. Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw updated the 
Lok Sabha on December 17 
that Kavach 4.0 has been suc-
cessfully commissioned on 
738 route km, including Pal-
wal-Mathura-Nagda on Del-
h i - M u m b a i  a n d  H o w -
rah-Bardhaman on Del-
hi-Howrah routes. Optical fi-
bre cables have been laid on 

7,129 km, track-side equip-
ment installed on 5,672 route 
km, Station Kavach set up at 
860 stations, and Loco Ka-
vach fitted on 4,154 locomo-
tives. Bids have been invited 
for another 9,069 locomotives 
to receive Kavach 4.0.

Experts highlighted that 
growing train operations de-
mand technical aids like Ka-
vach to reduce human error. 
The system first underwent 
passenger train trials in Feb-
ruary 2016 and was adopted 
nationally in July 2020.

Officials noted that initially 
only three companies were 
approved for Kavach installa-

tion, but the number has now 
increased to over five, with 
hopes of crossing 20 in 2026. 
They emphasised that the vast 
Indian Railways network of 
78,000 km requires more 
manufacturers to expedite full 
deployment.

Vaishnaw described Kavach 
4.0 as a major milestone for 
Indian Railways safety, cov-
ering the Golden Quadrilater-
a l ,  G o l d e n  D i a g o n a l , 
High-Density, and other criti-
cal routes. The Ministry re-
mains committed to rolling 
out the system across remain-
ing sections in the coming 
year.

Video Of Dhirendra Shastri 
Sparks Political Controversy
RAIPUR

 
A controversy erupted after a 
video showed Bageshwar 
Dham head, spiritual preacher 
Dhirendra Shastri, arriving in 
Raipur on a government air-
craft, with an on-duty police 
officer touching his feet. The 
Congress alleged “misuse of 
public money,” while the BJP 
defended the officer, calling it 
an act of personal faith.

Shastri, accompanied by 
State Minister Guru Khush-
want Saheb, visited Bhilai in 
Durg district for a religious 
discourse on Thursday. The 
video shows Shastri and the 
minister exiting the aircraft. 
The officer first salutes the 
minister, then removes his cap 
and shoes to touch Shastri’s 
feet, blending protocol and 
personal devotion. The clip 
circulated widely on social 
media, drawing criticism from 

users who called the act a 
“mockery of uniform ethics” 
and questioned the use of a 
state aircraft for a religious 
figure. Others defended the 
gesture as a combination of 
duty and personal faith. Ch-
hattisgarh Congress commu-
nication head Sushil Anand 
Shukla demanded clarification 
from the government, calling 
the aircraft arrangement a 
“wastage of public money” 
and noting that Shastri is not a 
recognized religious head. He 
accused Shastri of acting 
against India’s composite cul-
ture and spreading social dis-
cord, saying “superstition and 
hypocrisy cannot survive for 
long.” BJP state spokesperson 
and MP Santosh Pandey coun-
tered that officers expressing 
devotion should not be ques-
tioned and cited examples of 
religious practices by other 
employees.

Sanjeev Sanyal 
Says India Can Be 

Strong Without 
Jingoism

NEW DELHI
 

Economist and historian San-
jeev Sanyal on Saturday said 
that standing up for India’s 
interests does not require be-
coming jingoistic. He noted 
that countries, especially in 
West Asia, may want to be 
part of India’s growth story if 
they can sell energy or arms, 
as India remains a fast-grow-
ing economy.

Sanyal, a member of the 
Prime Minister’s Economic 
Advisory Council, said inter-
national relations are com-
plex, with nations acting as 
“frenemies.” “On some is-
sues, they may be friends, 
while on others, they may not. 
We should stop expecting 
agreement on every point and 
behave like adults,” he said.

Doctors' Strike Causes  
Major Disruption At IGMC Hospital

Kerala Government To Set 
Minimum Wages Private Hospitals

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
 

Kerala’s General Education and Labour Minister V. Siv-
ankutty on Saturday directed the Labour Department to is-
sue a draft notification revising minimum wages for pri-
vate hospital employees within one month. The directive 
came during a meeting of the Private Hospital Industrial 
Relations Committee in Thiruvananthapuram. The deci-
sion to issue the notification directly under Section 5(1)
(b) of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, was taken after dis-
cussions by the Minimum Wages Committee failed due to 
non-cooperation from management representatives. A 
government committee, formed in October 2023, had col-
lected evidence from all 14 districts and conducted several 
rounds of talks, but agreement could not be reached.

Sivankutty highlighted that most private hospitals 
still follow the 2013 wage notification, which he said is 
insufficient for workers to sustain their families.  
He emphasised that ensuring better wages is the gov-
ernment’s responsibility and that discussions cannot 
continue indefinitely.

Trade unions had already agreed to a proposal prepared 
by the department for a 60% wage increase based on the 
2013 notification. The Minister assured that the new pro-
posal would not create extra financial burden for hospi-
tals. While issuing the draft notification, the government 
will consider demands from organisations such as the In-
dian Association of Physiotherapists, Kerala Private Phar-
macists Association, Indian Society of Radiographers and 
Technologists, and the Indian Speech Language and Hear-
ing Association.

SHIMLA
 

Patients faced severe hardship at Indira Gandhi Medi-
cal College (IGMC), Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, as 
doctors began a strike on Saturday, disrupting OPD 

and other hospital services. The strike followed a 
mass leave by resident doctors on Friday, leaving both 

outpatients and indoor patients struggling for care.
Visitors reported long waits and limited access to 

medical attention. Bhawani Dutt, a patient from Kar-
sog in Mandi district, said, “Without doctors, patients 

are facing severe problems. We humbly request the 
government and doctors to resolve this matter soon so 
that patients do not suffer.” Ravi Thakur, accompany-
ing a patient from Bali Chowki, added that while his 

patient was stable, many others were in difficulty due 
to the shortage of available doctors.  

Long-term patient Jiya Lal, from Sunni in Shimla dis-
trict, emphasised the importance of doctors, saying, 

“Doctors are like God. They have been very good to 
me over 15 years of treatment, including surgeries and 

cancer care. Those who misbehave should be pun-
ished, and doctors should be reinstated quickly so pa-

tients can get relief.”
The strike has caused widespread disruption to 

healthcare services at IGMC, the state’s largest gov-
ernment hospital. OPD services were heavily affected, 

and many indoor patients could not receive proper 
treatment. Patients and attendants urged both the state 

government and striking doctors to resolve the con-
flict promptly to restore normal functioning.
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Pension Adalat Resolves Hundreds Of Long Grievances
NEW DELHI

 
The 15th Pension Adalat, held 
on December 24 at the Indian 
Institute of Public Adminis-
tration (IIPA), addressed 
1,087 long-pending pension 
grievances across 30 depart-
ments and ministries. Out of 
these, 815 grievances were 
resolved on the spot, high-
lighting the efficiency of the 
initiative in delivering timely 
justice to pensioners, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions. The grievances in-
volved multiple departments, 

including Defence, Home Af-
fairs, Finance, Posts, Housing 
and Urban Affairs, and Civil 
Aviation. Pensioners joined 
the Adalat through video con-
ferencing to voice their con-

cerns directly to authorities.
One such case was of Sa-

tyam Mishra from Prayagraj, 
whose grievance about 
non-release of Extra Ordinary 
Pension since July 2024 had 

been pending for over 114 
days. During the Adalat, offi-
cers from BSF informed that 
his case had been settled, and 
arrears of Rs 5,73,728, in-
cluding ex-gratia, were paid. 
His pension will now start 
from December 1, 2025.

Another case involved Na-
sim Akhtar from Srinagar, 
whose family pension griev-
ance had been pending since 
August 2020 under the De-
partment of Census Opera-
tions. The Adalat resolved the 
delay, and arrears will be 
cleared without further delay.

Mukta Chakraborty from 

Guwahati, Assam, had a 
grievance pending since Oc-
tober 2020 regarding family 
pension for her unmarried 
daughter. During the Adalat, 
authorities were requested to 
review and follow up her case 
within ten days for early res-
olution.

The Pension Adalat contin-
ues to serve as a vital platform 
for pensioners to seek redres-
sal of long-standing issues 
efficiently, ensuring transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
prompt settlement of pending 
grievances across central gov-
ernment departments.

PENSION REDRESSAL
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Tripura Student 
Fatally Stabbed After 

Racial Abuse

Four Family Members 
Die Sleeping In Closed 

Room

Delhi Police Arrest 
Over Thirteen Hundred 

People

DEHRADUN
A 24-year-old Tripura stu-
dent, Angel Chakma, died 
on Thursday in Dehradun, 

two weeks after being 
stabbed for objecting to 

racial slurs. Angel and his 
brother were attacked by 

a group of intoxicated 
men while shopping on 

December 9. He sus-
tained serious head and 

neck injuries and later 
succumbed in hospital. 

Police have arrested five 
suspects, while a Nepali 
national involved is re-

portedly on the run. An-
gel’s father, a BSF soldier, 
has taken the body home 

for last rites.

BIHAR
At least four members of 
a family, including three 

children, died of suffoca-
tion in Saran district after 

a fire was lit in a closed 
room to stay warm. Two 

other family members 
were found unconscious 

and are now receiving 
treatment at a nearby 

hospital. Police said lack 
of oxygen caused the 

deaths. The victims are 
believed to be relatives of 
a UP government official. 
Authorities have started a 

full investigation and 
warned against lighting 
fires in enclosed spaces.

NEW DELHI
Ahead of New Year cele-

brations, Delhi Police con-
ducted a citywide crack-
down, Operation Aaghat 

3.0, rounding up 1,306 
people. Officers arrested 

285 under the Excise, 
NDPS, and Gambling 

Acts, detained 504 pre-
ventively, and nabbed 116 
“bad characters.” Seized 
items included 21 pistols, 
20 cartridges, 27 knives, 

over 12,000 liquor units, 6 
kg of ganja, cash, 310 

phones, 231 two-wheel-
ers, and a car. A brief gun-
fight in Narela led to the 
arrest of two criminals. 

Authorities aim to ensure 
public safety during  

festivities.

Rajnath Singh Inaugurates Women 
Centre Empowering Tribals

VALSAD 
 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh attended the 25th anni-
versary celebrations of Shri 
Rajchandra Mission in Dhar-
mapur, Valsad, on Saturday, 
where he inaugurated the 
Shrimad Rajchandra Centre 
of Excellence for Women. He 
praised the centre’s role in 
empowering rural and trib-
al women, especially in 
South Gujarat. Singh re-
called that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had virtu-
ally laid the foundation 
stone of the facility in 
2022 and called it a “great 
fortune” to inaugurate it in 

person.
Spread across 11 acres, the 

centre is designed as a com-
prehensive support hub offer-
ing skill development, liveli-
hood enhancement, and lead-
ership training u n -
der one roof. 
Singh said 
the centre 
p r o v i d e s 

women with opportunities 
ranging from traditional crafts 
to modern technologies like 
artificial intelligence, en-
abling them to become skilled 
and self-sufficient.

Speaking at the event, he 
shared his emotional response 
after interacting with tribal 
women working at the centre, 
noting the happiness and con-
fidence on their faces. He 
highlighted that sustained ca-
pacity-building efforts are 
helping women from rural 
and tribal communities gain 
meaningful employment and 
leadership skills.

The Shrimad Rajchandra 
Mission, founded on the 

teachings of spiritual leader 
Shrimad Rajchandra, marked 
its silver jubilee with the 
event. The celebration show-
cased its expanding social 
outreach, education, and de-
velopment initiatives, partic-
ularly for women and tribal 
populations.

Singh emphasised that the 
centre would continue to play 
a vital role in uplifting wom-
en and strengthening tribal 
communities in Gujarat. He 
called it an exemplary model 
combining skill, livelihood, 
and leadership development 
to empower marginalized 
women and promote inclusive 
growth in the region.

Rajnath Singh inaugurated the Shrimad Rajchandra Centre of Excellence for 
Women, promoting skill development and tribal empowerment in Gujarat

WB CM Condemns 
Killing of Worker

KOLKATA
 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day strongly condemned the 
killing of a migrant worker 
from Murshidabad in Sambal-
pur, Odisha, following an al-
tercation on December 24. 
She said the worker, Jewel 
Rana, was allegedly killed for 
speaking in Bengali. Banerjee 
stated that migrant Benga-
li-speaking families face 
growing oppression in BJP-
ruled states and pledged full 
support, including economic 
assistance, to the vic-
tim’s family.

In her statement 
on X, the Chief 
Minister said, 
“No value can 
c o m p e n s a t e 
human lives, 
but in cases 
where deaths 
occur, we remain 
committed to fi-
nancial aid.” She also 
mentioned that West Ben-
gal Police have filed a zero 
FIR at Suti Police Station, 
and six people have been ar-
rested. A police team from 
West Bengal has gone to Odi-
sha to assist the investigation.

According to SDPO Sam-
balpur Srimanta Barik, the 
incident happened after an 

argument over cigarettes be-
tween the victim and a group 
of local men under the influ-
ence of alcohol. The fight led 
to Jewel Rana being hit on the 

head, which caused fatal 
injuries. Six men 

have been arrest-
ed, and police 
are working to 
apprehend oth-
ers involved.

B a n e r j e e 
e m p h a s i z e d 

that speaking 
Bengali should 

not be a crime and 
called for justice for 

migrant workers from 
Murshidabad. She said many 
migrant workers have re-
turned home terrified from 
Odisha following this tragic 
incident. 

The Chief Minister assured 
that the state government will 
provide all possible help to 
affected families.

West 
Bengal Chief  

Minister Mamata 
Banerjee condemns 

the death of  a 
Murshidabad migrant 
worker in Odisha and 

promises financial 
support to the 
victim’s family.

Nepal Ambassador Meets Gujarat 
CM To Boost Bilateral Cooperation

Nepal’s Ambassador to India, Shankar Prasad, met Gujarat CM 
Bhupendra Patel to discuss tourism, trade, and regional devpt cooperation

GANDHINAGAR
 

The Ambassador of Nepal to 
India, Shankar Prasad Shar-
ma, paid a courtesy visit to 
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel in Gandhinagar 
during his trip aimed at pro-
moting Nepal’s tourism, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment. During the meeting, 
Sharma praised Gujarat’s 
world-class tourism infra-
structure developed under 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s guidance and highlighted 
its appeal to domestic and in-
ternational tourists.

The discussions focused on 
enhancing cooperation in 
tourism, information technol-
ogy, hydro energy, manufac-
turing, and education sectors. 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel explained that Gujarat 
has grown into a manufactur-
ing hub and is prepared to 
lead emerging sectors such as 
semiconductors, artificial in-
telligence, and global capacity 
centres. He also highlighted 

Gujarat’s top tourist destina-
tions, including the Statue of 
Unity, the White Desert, and 
spiritual sites such as Som-
nath, Dwarka, and Ambaji, 
which attract visitors world-
wide.

The meeting was attended 
by Principal Secretary to the 
Chief Minister Sanjeev Ku-
mar, Industries Department 
Principal Secretary Mamta 
Verma, Industries Commis-
sioner P Swaroop, and mem-
bers of the Nepalese delega-
tion.

Separately, Ambassador 
Sharma and his team visited 
the under-construction inter-
national motor bridge at 

Charchhum in Dharchula, 
Uttarakhand, along the In-
dia-Nepal border. He told 
that the bridge is nearly com-
plete, and the link road will 
be finished by the end of De-
cember.

The Ambassador empha-
sised that the bridge will 
strengthen people-to-people 
ties, boost trade, tourism, and 
social interactions, and fur-
ther cement historic relations 
between India and Nepal. 

He expressed optimism 
about the bridge’s upcoming 
inauguration and its role in 
enhancing bilateral connec-
tivity and cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Seeman Says Political Roots Tamil Soil, Not BJP
CHENNAI

 
Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK) 
leader Seeman on Saturday 
strongly denied allegations 
that the BJP nurtured his polit-
ical career, saying his roots are 
purely Tamil. Addressing the 
party’s General Council meet-
ing at Thiruverkkadu near 
Chennai, Seeman said, “Some 
claim the BJP gave birth to 
me. I was born of this soil and 
belong to this land,” respond-
ing to repeated accusations by 

leaders including Dalit MP 
Thol Thirumavalavan.Seeman 
highlighted that NTK had 
passed 26 resolutions at the 
meeting, including adding 
“Tamil Nadu” to State Trans-
port Corporation names, im-
plementing total prohibition, 
and seeking NEET exemption. 
He said these measures reflect 
people’s real aspirations, not 
political opportunism. He said 
NTK was formed to act and 
solve problems, not merely 
listen. He criticised main-

stream parties for making 
empty promises, asking, “You 
ruled the state and sat in oppo-
sition. What were you doing 
all these years?” Seeman reit-
erated his party aims to win all 
234 Assembly seats and estab-
lish governance based on jus-
tice and dignity. He empha-
sised sustainable employment 
over welfare giveaways, ques-
tioning spending on consumer 
goods instead of making nurs-
es, cleaners, and teachers per-
manent employees. He said 

real empowerment lies in pro-
viding jobs and dignity of la-
bour. Responding to claims 
that he is backed by BJP or 
RSS, Seeman called such la-
bels baseless, noting that NTK 
is funded by public contribu-
tions and not corporate or po-
litical entities. He concluded 
by reaffirming NTK’s commit-
ment to a governance model 
rooted in Tamil identity, 
self-respect, and self-reliance, 
rejecting attempts to discredit 
the party or its leadership.

Bastar Records Historic Progress In 
Security And Development

BASTAR
 

The Bastar Range in Chhattis-
garh achieved historic prog-
ress in 2025, marking major 
improvements in security, 
peace, and development, said 
IG P Sundarraj. Precise intel-
ligence-based anti-Maoist op-
erations led to the dismantling 
of top Maoist leadership, 
large-scale recovery of weap-
ons, and the surrender and 
rehabilitation of senior cadres, 
laying a strong foundation for 
lasting peace.

IG Sundarraj highlighted 
that the strengthened security 
environment positively im-
pacted public welfare and de-
velopment. Roads, communi-
cation networks, healthcare, 
and education services were 
expanded, while government 
welfare schemes reached re-
mote areas effectively. The 
police-public partnership, di-
alogue, and trust-building re-
inforced social harmony, 
helping Bastar move from 
fear and insecurity to confi-
dence and progress.

He said Bastar’s focus in 
2026 under the ‘Sankalp 
2026’ initiative will be on 
eliminating remaining Maoist 
networks, maintaining robust 

security, and continuing reha-
bilitation of citizens affected 
by Naxalite violence. Efforts 
will ensure integration of 
youth and other affected indi-
viduals into mainstream de-
velopment in a humane and 
inclusive manner.

Equal priority will be given 
to security, development, and 
trust-building. Coordination 
with local administration and 
stakeholders will aim for last-
mile delivery of welfare 
schemes, infrastructure ex-
pansion, and improved oppor-
tunities in education, health-
care, and employment.

IG Sundarraj concluded 
that through sustained strate-
gies and police-public coop-
eration, Bastar is set to leave 
behind its legacy of conflict 
and emerge as a symbol of 
peace, trust, and progress. 

Toxic Air Is Threat To 
Mental Health: Experts

NEW DELHI
 

As Delhi struggles with 
severe air pollution, ex-
perts warn that the toxic 
environment affects not 
only physical health but 
also mental well-being. 
Children exposed to pol-
luted air face lower IQ 
levels, memory problems, 
and a higher risk of de-
veloping ADHD. Pro-
longed exposure is also 
linked to increased anxi-
ety, depression, disrupted 
mood regulation, and 
even neurodegenerative 
disorders such as Alzhei-
mer’s and Parkinson’s 
disease.

Dr Anchal Miglani, 
psychiatrist at Emoneeds, 
said psychiatric impacts 
of pollution are often 
overlooked. Children, the 
elderly, and low-income 
communities are particu-
larly vulnerable. She not-
ed that high pollution el-
evates cortisol levels, 
contributing to chronic 
stress, while residents re-
port 30-40 per cent high-
er rates of depression and 
anxiety than in cleaner 
cities. Psychologist Fiza 
Khan added that pollution 
affects emotional regula-
tion and cognitive func-
tioning. Grey skies, re-
duced outdoor activity, 

and health warnings cre-
ate chronic stress, affect-
ing social interaction and 
overall mood. Adults with 
p re -ex i s t i ng  men ta l 
health conditions face 
further challenges.

Dr Jitender Nagpal, 
paediatrician at Sitaram 
Bhartia Institute, high-
lighted that children show 
attention difficulties, irri-
tability, and poor academ-
ic performance due to 
chronic air pollution. He 
emphasised that cleaner 
air and mindful lifestyle 
choices are essential to 
safeguard cognitive and 
emotional well-being.

Dr Deepika Dahima, 
psychologist at AIIMS, 
stated that mental health 
impacts are often ignored 
in policy responses, 
which focus only on 
physical illness. She 
urged integrating air 
quality management with 
mental well-being frame-
works, improving green 
spaces, and controlling 
emissions to protect cog-
nitive and emotional re-
silience.

Experts stress that ad-
dressing air pollution is 
crucial not just for lungs, 
but  a lso  for  mental 
health, development, and 
the future of vulnerable 
populations.

BJP Continues Celebrations Over Bihar Poll Victory
PATNA

 
Even more than a month after 
the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
election results, BJP celebra-
tions continue across the 
state. On Saturday, Begusarai 
district witnessed a grand vic-
tory event where senior lead-
ers and party workers marked 
the NDA’s win with music, 
dance, and festive cheer.

Union Minister Giriraj 
Singh and Bihar Assembly 

Speaker Dr. Prem Kumar 
joined the celebrations, wav-
ing handkerchiefs and danc-
ing along with party workers. 
The popular Bhojpuri song 
“Jodi Modi Nitish Ke Hit Ho 
Gayil” added to the lively at-
mosphere. 

Workers near the stage en-
thusiastically joined the lead-
ers, turning the gathering into 
a vibrant celebration. Ad-
dressing the crowd, Dr. Prem 
Kumar expressed confidence 

that BJP’s success would ex-
tend beyond Bihar.  He 
claimed public trust in West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee is declining and 
predicted a BJP government 
there under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

He also spoke about the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise, stating illegal 
Bangladeshi nationals would 
be identified and removed in 
upcoming elections.

JD-U Demands 
Probe Over 
Rabri Devi 

Residence Shift
NEW DELHI

 
As Delhi struggles with severe 
air pollution, experts warn that 
the toxic environment affects 
not only physical health but 
also mental well-being. Chil-
dren exposed to polluted air 
face lower IQ levels, memory 
problems, and a higher risk of 
developing ADHD. Prolonged 
exposure is also linked to in-
creased anxiety, depression, 
disrupted mood regulation, 
and even neurodegenerative 
disorders such as Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s disease. Dr 
Anchal Miglani, psychiatrist at 
Emoneeds, said psychiatric 
impacts of pollution are often 
overlooked. Children, the el-
derly, and low-income com-
munities are particularly vul-
nerable. She noted that high 
pollution elevates cortisol lev-
els, contributing to chronic 
stress, while residents report 
30-40 per cent higher rates of 
depression and anxiety than in 
cleaner cities. Psychologist 
Fiza Khan added that pollution 
affects emotional regulation 
and cognitive functioning.
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Five injured 
after shooting in 

Northwest, DC

UAE praises Saudi 
efforts for promoting 

stability in Yemen 

Man arrested 
after Yokohama 

factory attack

Washington DC
Five men were injured in 
a shooting in Northwest 

Washington DC on Friday 
night. Police said all vic-
tims are conscious and 

breathing and have been 
taken to nearby hospi-
tals. The incident hap-
pened near 5th and N 
Street, and authorities 

have issued a lookout for 
multiple suspects who 
fled in a dark-colored 

four-door sedan. The DC 
Police Department con-
firmed investigations are 
ongoing and urged any-
one with information to 
come forward. Further 

details are awaited as the 
case develops.

Abu Dhabi
The United Arab Emirates 
welcomed Saudi Arabia’s 

efforts to promote security 
and stability in Yemen. 

The UAE praised the King-
dom’s positive role in sup-
porting the Yemeni people 

and their aspirations for 
peace and prosperity. It 
also reaffirmed its com-

mitment to backing initia-
tives that strengthen Yem-
en’s stability and develop-
ment. Both nations aim to 
contribute to regional se-
curity and growth, ensur-
ing a peaceful and pros-
perous future for Yemen. 

The UAE emphasized con-
tinued cooperation in 

these efforts.

Shizuoka
A 38-year-old man, Masa-
ki Oyama, was arrested for 
stabbing 15 employees at 

Yokohama Rubber’s 
Mishima Plant on Friday 
afternoon. Oyama, a for-

mer factory worker, report-
edly used a survival knife 
and dispersed a liquid in-
side the facility. Eight men 

suffered stab wounds, 
while seven others were 
possibly affected by the 

liquid; all are conscious in 
hospital. Authorities con-
firmed Oyama’s previous 
employment at the plant. 
Investigations are ongo-

ing. The incident high-
lights that isolated vio-
lent attacks continue in 

Japan despite low overall 
crime rates.

India opens OSCW for distressed women in Canada
TORONTO

 
For Indian women moving to 
Canada, new challenges can 
arise, especially when facing 
domestic violence, abuse, or 
legal issues in unfamiliar sur-
roundings. To support those in 
distress, the Consulate Gener-
al of India in Toronto has of-
ficially launched the One Stop 
Centre for Women (OSCW).

The Centre provides imme-
diate assistance through coun-
selling, psychosocial support, 

and coordination of legal ad-
vice. It also helps women ac-
cess community and social 
service resources in Canada. 
The OSCW operates under 
Canadian laws, ensuring safe, 
legal, and dignified support.

A woman Centre Adminis-
trator will oversee all ser-
vices, including handling dis-
tress calls via a 24X7 help-
line. Counselling and emo-
tional support will be provid-
ed through partnered NGOs, 
while financial assistance will 

be given on a means-tested 
basis, following Government 
of India rules. The Centre can 
be contacted at +1 (437) 552 

3309 or via email at osc.to-
rontomea.gov.in.

This initiative strengthens 
the Consulate’s existing ser-
vices, which include pass-
port, visa, OCI, police clear-
ance, and other consular sup-
port. The OSCW acts as a 
bridge for women in crisis, 
connecting immediate aid 
with long-term stability. The 
Centre prioritizes empathy 
and understanding, ensuring 
that Indian women abroad 
have a safe space to seek 

help. By offering emotional, 
legal, and financial support, 
the OSCW empowers women 
to navigate challenges confi-
dently, promoting safety and 
well-being within the diaspo-
ra community.

This service is exclusively 
available for Indian passport 
holders, reflecting the Con-
sulate’s commitment to pro-
active, beneficiary-focused 
diplomacy and support for 
women facing vulnerability 
abroad.

WOMEN SUPPORT

SU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

Trump plans talks 
with Putin before 

meeting Zelenskyy 
Trump last spoke with Putin in October; meanwhile, Kyiv 

faced missile attacks ahead of peace talks with Zelenskyy
WASHINGTON DC

 
US President Donald Trump 
signaled he plans to meet 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin soon, ahead of his 
scheduled meeting with 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy in Florida on 
Sunday, as international ef-
forts to end the war continue.

Trump expressed confi-
dence about his talks with Pu-
tin, saying, “I think it’s going 
to go good with him” and that 
he expects discussions “soon, 
as much as I want.” He also 
stated that any peace agree-
ment between Ukraine and 
Russia would require his ap-
proval.

Zelenskyy confirmed his 
meeting with Trump, noting 
that it could help move peace 
talks forward, though no im-
mediate agreement is expect-
ed. The Ukrainian leader said 
the 20-point peace plan pre-
pared by US and Ukrainian 
officials is almost complete 
and that discussions would 
focus on long-term security 
guarantees and the role of al-
lies in post-war stability.

The last phone call between 
Trump and Putin was in Octo-
ber, lasting over two hours, 
which the White House de-
scribed as “very good and 
productive,” covering various 
issues including Gaza cease-
fire efforts. Earlier this 
month, Putin’s adviser Yury 
Ushakov held nearly five 
hours of talks with US repre-
sentatives Steve Witkoff and 
Jared Kushner on advancing 
Ukraine peace negotiations.

Meanwhile, Kyiv faced a 
major missile and drone attack 
on December 27, just a day 

before the Trump-Zelenskyy 
meeting. Multiple Kinzhal, 
Iskander, and Kalibr missiles 
struck the city, prompting 
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
to urge residents to stay in 
shelters. Authorities said air 
defence forces were actively 
responding to the attacks.

As tensions remain high, 
the upcoming meetings be-
tween Trump, Zelenskyy, 
and potentially Putin are 
seen as crucial steps in on-
going international efforts 
to achieve a lasting resolu-
tion to the conflict.

Zelenskyy accuses Belarus of 
aiding Russian drone attacks

KYIV
 

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy accused Belar-
us of surrendering its sover-
eignty to Russia’s aggressive 
ambitions, citing its use of 
Belarusian territory for drone 
attacks on Ukraine. Speaking 
in a staff meeting, Zelenskyy 
highlighted Russian Shahed 
drones being launched from 
Belarus, with equipment re-
portedly mounted on residen-
tial buildings near the border, 
endangering civilians. He 
called on Minsk to stop these 
“games” and emphasized the 
need to inform international 
partners and prepare joint re-
sponses.

Zelenskyy also addressed 
strengthening Ukraine’s drone 
and air defense capabilities. 
He instructed the First Deputy 
Prime Minister, the Defense 

Minister, and the Unmanned 
Systems Forces command to 
modernize drone distribution, 
ensuring troops receive suffi-
cient supplies. Additionally, he 
tasked the General Staff and 
Ministry of Defense to update 
Ukraine’s air defense strategy, 
focusing on infrastructure pro-
tection and frontline defense.

The accusations coincide 
with reports that Russia is sta-
tioning nuclear-capable Oresh-
nik missiles in eastern Belarus, 
potentially enhancing its strike 
reach across Europe. Zelen-

skyy’s statements reflect grow-
ing concern over Belarusian 
involvement in Russia’s mili-
tary operations and the in-
creasing risk to civilians.

Amid these developments, 
Zelenskyy continues high-
stakes diplomacy to end the 
nearly four-year war. He is 
scheduled to meet US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in Florida 
on Sunday, December 28, 
2025. Their discussions are 
expected to focus on a 
20-point peace plan and pos-
sible US security guarantees 
for Ukraine.

UN Chief condemns deadly 
Syrian mosque terror attack

Syria vows to fight terrorism, support victims, 
while international and local efforts focus on 

justice and preventing future attacks

GENEVA
 

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres on Saturday 
strongly condemned the ter-
rorist attack at the Ali Bin Abi 
Talib Mosque in Homs, Syria, 
during Friday prayers, offer-
ing condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims and wish-
ing the injured a speedy re-
covery. Guterres described 
attacks against civil-
ians and places of 
worship as “unac-
ceptable” in a post 
on X.

The blast killed at 
least eight people 
and injured 18 oth-
ers. Victims were moved to 
Karam al-Louz Hospital in 
Homs for treatment. Initial 
investigations indicate that 
explosive devices were plant-
ed inside the mosque, author-
ities said.

Syrian Interior Ministry 
units quickly secured the site 
and established a cordon 
while collecting evidence to 
identify those responsible. 
The Syrian Foreign Ministry 

strongly condemned the at-
tack, calling it a cowardly act 
aimed at destabilising the 
country and undermining its 
people’s resilience.

The Ministry reaffirmed 
Syria’s determination to fight 
terrorism in all its forms and 
promised that perpetrators 
would be held accountable. It 
expressed deepest condolenc-
es to the victims’ families and 

full solidarity with 
the Syrian people.

The attack, which 
occurred during the 
Friday prayer, has 
shocked both local 
communities and the 
international com-

munity, highlighting the on-
going security challenges in 
Syria. Guterres’s statement 
reflects the UN’s continued 
commitment to protecting ci-
vilians and safeguarding plac-
es of worship worldwide.

Authorities in Homs contin-
ue their investigation to en-
sure justice is served, while 
efforts to strengthen security 
and prevent future attacks re-
main a priority in the region.

Rising living costs 
challenge Pak’s claimed 

economic stability
LAHORE

 
Despite government claims of 
economic stability, millions of 
Pakistanis continue to face ris-
ing living costs, making daily 
survival increasingly difficult 
across the country. While offi-
cial data suggests inflation has 
eased, market realities tell a 
different story, especially for 
essential goods such as food, 
fuel, and utilities.

Authorities have cited a drop 
in headline inflation to around 
7.4 per cent as proof of recov-
ery. However, persistent cur-
rency depreciation, high fuel 
prices, and climate-related sup-
ply disruptions continue to 
push prices upward, undermin-
ing government assurances. 
Although public sector employ-
ees received a 10 per cent sala-
ry increase, critics argue the 
relief has had minimal impact.

Nearly 40 per cent of Paki-
stan’s population still lives in 
extreme poverty, with another 
40 per cent barely above the 
poverty line. With per capita 
income around $4 per day, 

household budgets remain un-
der severe pressure. Govern-
ment worker Muhammad Sal-
eem said the pay hike does 
little to cover rising expenses, 
while homemaker Kiran Ejaz 
noted that even PKR 1,500 a 
day is insufficient to feed a 
family. Private-sector workers 
and daily wage earners have 
received no support.

Economist Dr Qais Aslam 
explained that supply chain dis-
ruptions, rising import costs, 
climate shocks, and reduced ag-
ricultural output are driving per-
sistent price pressures. He added 
that a slowdown in inflation 
only means prices rise more 
slowly, not that they are falling.

Recent 2025 data shows 
sharp increases in vegetables, 
pulses, and fruits, making basic 
foods unaffordable for many. 
Staples like lentils, onions, and 
tomatoes have surged, while 
fruits have largely become a 
luxury for middle-income fam-
ilies, reflecting the ongoing 
struggle against rising living 
costs despite official claims of 
economic stability.

Islamabad landowners protest 
CDA’s built-up property awards
ISLAMABAD

 
Hundreds of landowners from 
Islamabad’s C-16 and H-16 
sectors staged a protest against 
the Capital Development Au-
thority’s (CDA) recently an-
nounced Built-Up Property 
(BuP) awards, calling them 
unfair and out of touch with 
current realities. The demon-
stration erupted after reports 
that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif might inaugurate the 
Jinnah Medical Complex and 
Daanish University in H-16, 
mobilising affected residents 
to voice years of grievances.

Protesters argued that, un-
like previous sectors such as 
C-13, C-14, and C-15, where 
BuP awards were granted 
based on existing structures, 
the CDA relied on outdated 
2008 satellite imagery to de-
termine compensation. They 
said this approach ignores 
families’ growth and addi-
tional construction over the 
past decade. Under the 2008-
09 land acquisition policy, 

landowners were promised 
one kanal of developed land 
for every four kanals ac-
quired, plus a five-marla plot 
for every 300 square feet of 
constructed area.

“This is a clear injustice,” 
said protester Asim Mahmood, 
noting that delayed BuP an-
nouncements have left fami-
lies uncertain and deprived 
them of fair compensation. He 
also criticised CDA for selling 
acquired land at much higher 
prices than originally paid to 

landowners. Representatives 
of the Affected Persons Alli-
ance demanded immediate 
withdrawal of the new BuP 
notifications and reassessment 
of compensation at current 
market rates, warning of fur-
ther protests if their demands 
are ignored. CDA spokesper-
son Shahid Kiani defended the 
authority, saying any construc-
tion after 2008 was illegal and 
ineligible for compensation, 
based on satellite imagery 
from SUPARCO.

Afridi slams govt 
for ‘undemocratic’ 

curbs on PTI 
activities 

ISLAMABAD
 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi on Fri-
day criticised the Punjab gov-
ernment for obstructing Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ac-
tivities during his three-day 
visit to Lahore, alleging harass-
ment of party leaders and 
workers by provincial police. 
He said his convoy faced re-
strictions, barriers were placed 
at key locations, and hundreds 
of PTI workers were stopped at 
Chakri and Bhera from joining 
him. Afridi described the situa-
tion as “undemocratic” and lik-
ened it to “martial law-like 
conditions,” claiming police 
allowed only pre-approved in-
dividuals into the Punjab As-
sembly and harassed party 
members at Liberty Round-
about. He accused the PML-N-
led Punjab government of cre-
ating inter-provincial friction 
and undermining democratic 
processes. Afridi also criticised 
the federal government over 
economic mismanagement, al-
leging declining industrial 
growth, the undervalued sale of 
PIA, and large-scale youth emi-
gration. Despite obstacles, he 
continued meetings with PTI 
leaders and confirmed he would 
stay in Lahore until Sunday.

Russian official 
claims Ukraine 

proposed different 
peace plan

MOSCOW
 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said 
on Friday that Ukraine’s pro-
posed peace plan differs sig-
nificantly from the one Mos-
cow and Washington are ne-
gotiating. He noted that 
while a settlement appeared 
close, the process has been 
hindered by imposed dead-
lines and efforts to disrupt 
negotiations.

Speaking on the programme 
“60 Minutes,” Ryabkov said, 
“I believe Dec. 25, 2025, will 
remain in our memory as a 
milestone when we truly ap-
proached a solution, but 
whether we can make the final 
push and reach an agreement 
depends on the political will of 
the other side.”

Ryabkov also criticised 
comments by US Permanent 
Representative to NATO 
Matthew Whitaker, who sug-
gested ending the conflict 
within 90 days, saying fixed 
dead l ines  do  no t  he lp 
achieve peace. 

China tightens control following 
Tibetan leader detention

DHARAMSHALA
 

Chinese authorities have in-
tensified control over Tibetan 
communities in Amdo Golog 
following the December 4 de-
tention of prominent Buddhist 
leader Chogtrul Dorje Tenzin 
without charges. Officials im-
posed compulsory governance 

meetings and reinforced a ru-
ral credit score system tying 
benefits to political loyalty. 
Critics say the system coerces 
obedience, undermines reli-
gious authority, restricts com-
munity autonomy, and has 
heightened fear, drawing 
growing international human 
rights concern.

Zelenskyy accuses 
Belarus of  aiding Russian 

drone attacks, urging 
partners to respond and 

improve Ukraine’s air 
defense amid escalating 

regional tensions
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Government Simplifies Coal Mine Approval Rules
NEW DELHI

The central government has 
introduced new rules to make 
coal mining faster and more 
efficient. On Friday, the Cen-
tre announced that coal com-
panies will no longer need 
approval from the Coal Con-
troller Organisation (CCO) to 
open new mines, individual 
seams, or sections of seams.

Instead, the authority to 
grant such permissions has 
been given to the boards of 
the respective coal compa-
nies. This change also applies 
to mines that have been 
closed for 180 days or more 

and are seeking to restart op-
erations.

However, the new rules 
clearly state that company 
boards can only approve 
openings after securing all 

necessary clearances from 
central or state governments 
and other statutory bodies. 
Additionally, boards must still 
submit details of mine open-
ings to the CCO for record 

purposes.
The Coal Ministry clarified 

that while coal companies now 
enjoy greater autonomy, ap-
proval from the CCO will re-
main mandatory for entities 
outside the coal sector. This 
ensures that regulatory over-
sight continues, even as opera-
tional decisions are delegated.

In its statement, the minis-
try described the reform as a 
balanced step that empowers 
company boards while main-
taining safeguards. By remov-
ing the extra approval layer, 
the government expects coal 
companies to save up to two 
months in the process of op-

erationalising mines.
This time-saving measure is 

expected to boost coal pro-
duction and improve efficien-
cy in the sector. Faster ap-
provals mean companies can 
bring mines into operation 
more quickly, helping meet 
India’s growing energy needs.

The move reflects the gov-
ernment’s broader push to 
streamline procedures and en-
courage higher output in crit-
ical industries. With coal re-
maining a key source of pow-
er in India, these reforms are 
seen as vital for ensuring en-
ergy security and supporting 
economic growth.

COAL REFORM

QUICK READ

AI Race 
Will Cost Hundreds 

Of Billions

Ease Of Doing 
Business Key To 
Customs Trade

NCH Enables 
₹45 Cr Consumer 

Refunds

San Francisco
Microsoft AI chief Musta-
fa Suleyman has warned 
that the next phase of ar-

tificial intelligence will 
bring huge financial, ethi-
cal and social challenges. 
He said companies may 
need to spend hundreds 
of billions of dollars over 
the next five to ten years 
to stay competitive. Su-

leyman said most money 
would go into infrastruc-

ture, special hardware 
and hiring top talent. He 
urged firms not to chase 
artificial general intelli-

gence blindly and said Mi-
crosoft would quit pro-

jects that risk unsafe, un-
controllable AI.

New Delhi
Government officials on 

Saturday said ease of do-
ing business is a continu-
ous process that needs 

strong coordination 
among Customs, partner 
agencies and the trading 
community. Speaking at 
the Customs Clearance 
Facilitation Committee 
meeting, stakeholders 

discussed key operational 
issues and suggested 

practical solutions to im-
prove efficiency. Officials 
said the outcomes would 
strengthen trade facilita-

tion and boost confi-
dence in the EXIM sector. 

Representatives from 
agencies like FSSAI and 

trade bodies participated, 
highlighting the collabo-

rative approach to 
smoother Customs clear-

ance processes.

NEW DELHI

The National Consumer Help-
line has helped secure refunds 
worth ₹ 45 crore across 31 
sectors over the past eight 
months, officials said on Sat-
urday. Around 67,000 re-
fund-related complaints were 
resolved during the period. 
The e-commerce sector topped 
the list, accounting for nearly 
₹ 32 crore in refunds. Travel 
and tourism followed with ₹ 
3.5 crore. The helpline, run by 
the Department of Consumer 
Affairs, provides quick and 
low-cost dispute resolution 
before cases reach courts.

CIMSME HONOURS MSME 
BANKING CHAMPIONS

Gupta said CIMSME has honoured banks since 2013, and the book simplifies schemes
NEW DELHI

The Chamber of Indian Micro 
Small and Medium Enterpris-
es hosted a major event cele-
brating banks supporting MS-
MEs nationwide.

The Chamber of Indian Mi-
cro Small and Medium Enter-
prises on Saturday hosted the 
13th MSME Banking Excel-
lence Awards 2025 in New 
Delhi, recognising banks and 
institutions supporting small 
businesses. The event, held at 
The Lalit, was organised in 
collaboration with Ageas Fed-
eral Life Insurance and also 
saw the launch of a new book 
on MSMEs. Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal attended as chief guest 
and presented awards to top 
performing banks and finan-
cial institutions.

Dr Rajneesh, IAS, Addi-
tional Secretary and Develop-

ment Commissioner in the 
MSME Ministry, was the 
guest of honour. During the 
ceremony, the book titled 
“MSMEs of Developed India 
– An Encyclopaedia of 
MSME Schemes”  was 

launched. The book is au-
thored by CA Mukesh Mohan 
G u p t a ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f 
CIMSME, and published by 
Bharat Law House.

Speaking at the event, Goy-
al said access to timely bank 

credit has played a vital role 
in the growth of micro, small 
and medium enterprises. He 
said banks have helped small 
entrepreneurs shift away from 
informal lending and expand 
their businesses. He added 
that public sector banks now 
compete strongly with private 
and foreign banks in support-
ing India’s growth.

C o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e 
awardees, Goyal said MS-
MEs, startups and young en-
trepreneurs would keep get-
ting strong backing from 
banks  and government 
schemes during the Amrit 
Kaal. Gupta said CIMSME 
has honoured banks since 
2013 and the book presents 
central schemes simply. Over 
50 MSMEs received Ratna 
Awards, while Ageas Federal 
Life Insurance reaffirmed its 
focus on inclusive, long-term 
growth.

DMart Expands 
Stores Amid Digital 

Competition
NEW DELHI

Indian retail giant DMart is 
focusing on long-term growth 
by rapidly expanding its store 
network, even though this 
strategy may delay strong 
cash flow in the short term. 
DMart plans to grow its store 
base by 15–20 percent annu-
ally, a pace typical for large 
retailers during their early ex-
pansion years.

The company’s manage-
ment has visibility for up to 
2,200 stores. With so many 
projects underway, DMart’s 
near-term free cash flow is 
expected to remain negative 
or minimal. However, global 
examples like Walmart and 
Costco show that once expan-
sion slows, cash balances can 
turn strongly positive.

To strengthen its position, 
DMart is also expanding pri-
vate-label products. These 
items are priced 40–50 per-
cent lower than popular 
brands, sometimes costing 
only one-third as much. This 
s t r a t egy  he lp s  a t t r a c t 
price-sensitive customers and 
builds brand loyalty.

While quick commerce 
apps are gaining popularity 
for fast deliveries, CLSA pre-

dicts they will account for 
less than 20 percent of urban 
consumption by 2035. This 
leaves significant demand for 
physical stores like DMart to 
serve.

In the digital space, the re-
port highlights weekly app 
usage. For the week ending 
December 8, JioMart record-
ed the highest rise in active 
users, followed by Blinkit. 
Meesho also grew its user 
base to 169.8 million, while 
most other e-commerce plat-
forms saw declines.

Competition remains strong 
in food and grocery delivery. 
Zomato and Swiggy dominate 
food delivery, while Blinkit, 
Zepto, and Swiggy Instamart 
compete in quick commerce. 
Despite this digital surge, 
DMart continues to bet on 
physical expansion to secure 
future profits.

DMart bets on 
aggressive store 

expansion for future 
profits, while JioMart 

and Blinkit lead weekly 
user growth in India’s 

fast-changing retail 
market

India’s economy is set to improve next year, aided by strong 
domestic demand, lower inflation and sectoral recovery

India GDP Seen At 7.4 Pc FY26 Growth
NEW DELHI

India’s real gross domestic 
product is projected to grow 
by 7.4 per cent in FY26, com-
pared to 6.5 per cent in FY25, 
according to a report by ICRA. 
The improvement is expected 
to be driven by a seasonal pick 
up in electricity demand, min-
ing activity and construction 
work after weather related dis-
ruptions ease.

The report said growth may 
slow to below 7 per cent in 
the second half of FY26 from 
nearly 8 per cent in the first 
half due to a high base effect 
and softer export perfor-
mance. It expects the Reserve 

Bank of India to keep interest 
rates unchanged during the 
February policy review, with 
future actions depending on 
inflation trends and the FY27 
Union Budget.

Economic activity remained 
healthy in the third quarter of 
FY26, helped by festive de-
mand and the impact of GST 
rate cuts. ICRA said con-
sumption of goods and ser-
vices, along with manufactur-
ing volumes, benefited during 
the quarter, though export 
weakness could increase later 
unless a trade deal with the 
US is finalised.

The report forecast con-
sumer price inflation to fall 

sharply to 2 per cent in FY26 
from 4.6 per cent in FY25, 
while wholesale price infla-
tion is seen at 0.4 per cent. 
CPI rose to 0.7 per cent in 
November 2025 due to re-
duced deflation in food items.

Mining, construction and 
electricity demand are expect-
ed to recover in coming 
months. Cement output may 
grow 6.5 to 7.5 per cent, steel 
demand 7 to 8 per cent, and 
electricity demand 1.5 to 2 
per cent in FY26.

ICRA also warned of risks 
from global policy shifts, ex-
port weakness, monsoon un-
certainty, fiscal limits and 
commodity price pressures.

NEW DELHI

Investors have poured more 
than Rs three lakh crore into 
mutual fund schemes through 
systematic investment plans 
in 2025, marking the first 
time such inflows crossed this 
level in a calendar year, ac-
cording to industry data.

Data from the Association 
of Mutual Funds in India 
showed SIP inflows reached 
Rs 3.04 trillion, 
rising from Rs 
2.69 trillion re-
corded in 2024. 
The steady rise 
reflects growing 
investor prefer-
ence for disci-
plined and regu-
lar investments amid market 
volatility during the year.

The increase in SIP invest-
ments helped offset a decline 
in lump sum investments. 
Lump sum inflows into active 
equity schemes fell to Rs 3.9 
trillion by October 2025, 
compared with Rs 5.9 trillion 
a year earlier. In contrast, SIP 
investments into active equity 
schemes rose three per cent to 
Rs 2.3 trillion during the same 
period.

AMFI chief executive Ven-
kat Chalasani said SIPs have 
become India’s preferred long 
term wealth building habit, 
helping investors stay disci-
plined during market swings. 
SIPs accounted for 37 per 
cent of gross inflows into ac-
tive equity schemes in the 
first ten months of 2025, up 
from 27 per cent last year.

SIP inflows in November 
remained largely stable at Rs 

29,445 crore, slight-
ly lower than Octo-
ber ’s Rs 29,529 
crore. Despite the 
marginal dip, overall 
participation in mu-
tual funds stayed 
strong.

Net equity in-
flows rose to Rs 29,894 crore 
in November from Rs 24,671 
crore in October. Total assets 
under management also in-
creased to Rs 80.80 lakh 
crore, reflecting continued 
confidence among retail in-
vestors, market experts said. 
They highlighted strong do-
mestic liquidity and long 
term optimism about India’s 
economic growth and corpo-
rate earnings outlook ahead 
nationwide.

SIP inflows cross ₹3L cr amid 
rising investor confidence

Indian ETF assets cross 
₹10 lakh cr milestone

NEW DELHI

India’s exchange traded fund 
industry has crossed a major 
milestone, with assets under 
management exceeding Rs 10 
lakh crore as of October 2025, 
according to Zerodha Fund 
House. The sector has dou-
bled its asset base over the 
last three years, showing a 
clear shift towards low cost 
and transparent investment 
options.

Zerodha Fund House said 
ETF trading activity has risen 
sharply in recent years. Trad-
ing volumes jumped more 
than seven times, from Rs 
51,000 crore in 2019-20 to Rs 
3.83 lakh crore in 2024-25. 
The strong momentum con-
tinued in the current financial 
year, with volumes crossing 
Rs 3.2 lakh crore in the first 
half of 2025-26 alone.

Higher liquidity has helped 
improve price discovery, 
tighten spreads and allow 

smoother trade execution for 
investors. Retail participation 
has played a major role in this 
growth. The number of ETF 
investor accounts increased 
over eight times in five years, 
rising from about 41 lakh fo-
lios in November 2020 to 
more than three crore folios 
by November 2025.

Vaibhav Jalan of Zerodha 
Fund House said ETFs offer 
simple, cost effective expo-
sure across asset classes and 
themes, making them suitable 
for new investors. Equity 
ETFs remain the largest seg-
ment, adding 25 lakh new fo-
lios in the past year.

However, investors are 
slowly diversifying. Gold and 
silver ETFs now form nearly 
15 per cent of total ETF as-
sets. Gold ETF assets doubled 
to over Rs 1 lakh crore, while 
silver ETF assets rose four 
times to more than Rs 49,000 
crore, highlighting growing 
interest in diversification.

Indian Dairy Sector Faces 
Tight Supply Pressure

NEW DELHI

India’s dairy industry is enter-
ing a phase of tighter supply 
and margin adjustments after 
three years of disruption, sur-
plus, and recovery, according 
to a Systematix Institutional 
Equities report. Post-COVID 
price declines in 2022-23 
forced farmers to reduce cat-
tle induction, causing milk 
output to drop sharply.

From mid-2023, initiatives 
by cooperatives and private 
players, including sustainable 
fodder programs, revived sup-
ply. This led to a 25 per cent 
surge in milk production 
d u r i n g  t h e  O c t o b e r 
2024-March 2025 flush sea-
son, creating a temporary sur-
plus. Dairy firms expanded 
va lue - added  p roduc t s , 
strengthened cold chains, in-
vested in backend operations, 
and increased promotions to 
manage excess supply.

However, in 2025, early 
rains and geopolitical distur-
bances in northern milk 
belts—including Punjab, 
Haryana, and Jammu and 
Kashmir—disrupted the sup-
ply-demand balance. Strong 
festive demand further eroded 
inventories, leaving limited 

surplus heading into late 
2025. Milk procurement costs 
rose, though product prices 
largely stayed stable after the 
GST cut, with regional in-
creases of Rs 1-1.5 per litre 
reported in states like Bihar 
and Andhra Pradesh. Compa-
nies expect cost adjustments 
around April 2026 during the 
Ramzan period.

Systematix highlighted ro-
bust demand supported by 
lower prices and increased 
grammage, particularly in 
small units, but margins re-
main pressured by channel 
and supply-chain costs. Firms 
are considering selective price 
hikes or reducing volumes to 
restore profitability.

The report also noted struc-
tural trends: growing demand 
for value-added products 
such as curd, paneer, ghee, 
and ice cream, with ice 
cream sales spreading be-
yond summer months. Distri-
bution is shifting toward 
quick-commerce and e-com-
merce platforms, while gen-
eral trade loses share. Mod-
ern trade offers visibility but 
lower margins, prompting 
dairy players to make careful 
decis ions  in  balancing 
growth and profitability.

Silver Soars 
Globally, Hits 
Record Highs

CHENNAI

Silver prices surged over the 
weekend to record highs glob-
ally and in India, driven by 
strong industrial demand, in-
vestment inflows, and supply 
constraints. On the US CO-
MEX, March 2026 silver fu-
tures rose to $79.70 per ounce, 
nearly 190% above last year’s 
low. In India, MCX silver fu-
tures touched ₹2,39,397 per 
kg, aided by global momen-
tum and a weaker rupee. Ex-
perts attribute the rally to a 
structural supply-demand im-
balance, as demand from re-
newable energy, electronics, 
electric vehicles, and ad-
vanced manufacturing acceler-
ates while production remains 
constrained. 

MCX prices jumped nearly 
₹30,000 in a week, with sup-
port at ₹2,20,000–₹2,23,000, 
said R Ponmudi of Enrich 
Money, adding that prices 
c o u l d  t e s t 
₹2,50,000–₹2,60,000 if levels 
above ₹2,40,000 sustain. Ex-
pectations of easier global 
monetary policy, geopolitical 
uncertainty, and safe-haven 
demand further boosted prices.
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ENGLAND end long 
Australian Test win drought

Australia lead WTC 
despite England  
Melbourne upset
England stunned 

Australia with a four 
wicket Boxing Day 

Test win at the MCG, 
ending a long wait 

for success on Aus-
tralian soil. Although 

Australia had already 
sealed the Ashes, 
the loss affected 
the World Test 
Championship 

race. Aus-
tralia remain 
top with 85.71 
points percent-

age. New Zealand 
and South Africa 
moved closer with 

77.78 and 75 percent. 
England earned twelve 

points but stay sev-
enth with 35.18. India 

sit sixth. The final Test 
begins January 4 in 

Sydney, where Austra-
lia seek recovery and 
England chase mo-

mentum. Fans expect 
fierce competition as 

WTC standings remain 
tight throughout the 

season.

Australia 
dominated day 

one, but England 
rallied as Australia 
collapsed, leaving 

England chasing 175 
after dramatic 

reversals overall MELBOURNE
 

England finally tast-
ed Test success in Australia 
after nearly fifteen years as 
they beat the hosts by four 
wickets in the fourth Ashes 
Test at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. The fast moving Box-
ing Day match ended early on 
the second day, giving En-
gland a rare reason to cele-
brate on tough Australian soil.

The pitch helped fast bowl-
ers throughout the game and 
no spinner bowled a single 
over. England chose to bowl 
first after winning the toss, 
trusting the green surface. The 
move worked instantly as Josh 

Tongue ripped through the 
Australian batting with five 
wickets, dismissing the home 
side for just 152.

Australia hit back strongly 
with the ball. England col-
lapsed for 110, trailing by 42 
runs after the first innings. Mi-
chael Neser took four wickets 
while Scott Boland added 
three. By the end of day one, 
Australia looked in control 
with all ten wickets intact in 
their second innings.

Day two brought a sharp 
turnaround. Travis Head 
played positively and reached 
46 before Brydon Carse 
bowled him, sparking a dra-
matic collapse. Australia were 

bowled out for 132, with stand 
in captain Steve Smith unbeat-
en on 24, leaving England a 
target of 175. England chased 
with confidence. Ben Duckett 
and Zak Crawley attacked 
from the start, scoring quickly 
and easing pressure. Duckett 
made 34 from 26 balls while 
Crawley struck 37. Though 
Australia removed Joe Root 
and Ben Stokes briefly, Jacob 
Bethell’s calm 40 and Harry 
Brook’s unbeaten 18 guided 
England to victory. This was 
England’s first Test win in 
Australia since 2011. The final 
Test will be played in Sydney 
on January 4 after losing the 
opening three matches.

Ujjain seers warn IPL 
over Bangladeshi player
UJJAIN

 
Religious leaders in 
Ujjain have warned that 
they may disrupt Indian 
Premier League matches 
if Bangladeshi fast bowl-
er Mustafizur Rahman is 
allowed to play. The 
warning comes amid ris-
ing anger over recent at-
tacks on Hindus in Ban-
gladesh.

Mahavi r 
N a t h , 
ch i e f 

priest of the Rinmuk-
teshwar Mahadev Tem-
ple, said groups of seers 
would protest inside sta-
diums if the player ap-
pears. Other religious 
bodies supported the 
stand, saying authorities 
should first address con-
cerns of minority safety 
before welcoming for-
eign players.

The issue grew after 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
bought Rahman for Rs 
9.20 crore in the IPL 
auction. Online cam-
paigns have since urged 
fans to boycott the team, 
claiming the decision 
hurts religious senti-

ments during a tense 
period.

Tension increased 
after reports of two 
Hindu men being 
killed in Bangla-

desh this month 
following lo-

cal disputes 
and alle-
gations. 

B a n g l a - d e s h i 
officials said arrests 
were made and called 
t h e  i n c i d e n t s isolat-

ed, while promis- ing ac-
tion against those responsible.

Spiritual leader Dhirendra 
Shastri also condemned the vio-
lence during a visit to Raipur. 
He urged the Indian government 
to raise the issue strongly and 
offer help to threatened minori-
ties.

The developments have added 
strain to India Bangladesh rela-
tions, with protests held in India 

and diplomatic concern ex-
pressed over minority safety. 

Officials continue talks 
as cricket season.

Concerns rise over 
PBKS spin backup depth
NEW DELHI

 
Former India cricketer 
Abhinav Mukund has 
raised concerns over Pun-
jab Kings’ spin bowling 
resources ahead of the In-
dian Premier League 2026, 
stating that the franchise 
lacks strong backup op-
tions for senior spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal.

Punjab Kings made a 
few targeted additions 
during the mini auction, 
picking up domestic play-
ers Vishnu Vinod and 
Praveen Dubey, along 
with Austral ian al l 

rounder Cooper Con-
nolly to strengthen 

their middle order. 
Mukund praised 

the  overa l l 
balance of 
the squad 
b u t  f e l t 
spin depth 

remains an area of worry.
According to Mukund, 

Punjab Kings entered the 
auction with most posi-
tions already settled due to 
earlier investments. How-
ever, uncertainty around 
Chahal’s availability and 
workload could create 
problems. He pointed out 
that Chahal did not feature 
in the Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy, making it difficult 
to assess the team’s cover 
if the lead spinner is un-
available. While Praveen 
Dubey has been added as a 
leg spinner, Mukund sug-
gested the options may still 
be limited in pressure situ-
ations.

Mukund also highlighted 
the value Cooper Connolly 
brings to the side. The 
young Australian offers 
flexibility, with the ability 
to bat anywhere between 
number three and five, 

adding balance to the mid-
dle order. His presence 
gives Punjab more combi-
nations, especially on 
slower pitches.

Vishnu Vinod’s signing 
was another talking point. 
The wicketkeeper batter 
has moved across franchis-
es over the years, with lim-
ited opportunities despite 
showing promise. Former 
India batter Robin Uthappa 
described Vinod as an ex-
citing talent who deserves 
a longer run in the IPL. He 
believes Vinod can add 
depth to the batting lineup 
and provide useful options 
behind the stumps.

As IPL 2026 approaches, 
Punjab Kings appear well 
settled in most areas. How-
ever, managing their spin 
resources, especially sup-
port for Chahal, could 
prove crucial in a long and 
demanding season.

RENUKA shines as 
India seal series

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM

 
India fast bowler Renuka 
Singh made a powerful 
return to T20 internation-
al cricket, producing a 
match winning spell 
against Sri Lanka as India 
clinched the five match 
series with an eight wick-
et win in the third T20I at 
the Greenfield Interna-
tional Stadium.

Playing her first T20I 
after more than a year, 
Renuka finished with im-
pressive figures of four 
wickets for twenty one 
runs in four overs. Her 
sharp pace and accuracy 
broke the Sri Lankan bat-
ting order and earned her 
the Player of the Match 
award. She had missed 
India’s tour of England 
earlier in the year and 
was rested for the open-
ing two games of the se-
ries.

Speaking after the 
match, Renuka said the 
venue had always brought 
her success. She de-
scribed Kerala as her 
lucky ground, recalling 

similar four wicket hauls 
during earlier matches, 
including her Under 19 
days. The pacer said she 
felt confident returning to 
a place where she had al-
ways enjoyed bowling.

With the Women’s T20 
World Cup less than six 
months away, Renuka’s 
performance came at an 
important time for the In-
dian team. She said the 
bowling unit was working 
well as a group, with pac-
ers and spinners combin-
ing effectively. According 
to her, the focus remains 
on finding the best team 
balance and maintaining 
high standards ahead of 
the global event.

Renuka has been In-
dia’s top wicket taker in 
the last two T20 World 
Cups and is now working 
on improving her varia-
tions with support from 
the National Cricket 
Academy. 

India have been drawn 
in a tough World Cup 
group, but confidence is 
growing as preparations 
continue.

Harmanpreet Hails Deepti’s 
record breaking milestone

NEW DELHI
 

India captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur praised Deepti Sharma’s 
historic achievement in world 
cricket, calling it “total mag-
ic” after the star all rounder 
created a record never seen 
before in T20 internationals.

Deepti became the first 
cricketer in the world, across 
both men’s and women’s 
T20Is, to score 1,000 runs and 
claim 150 wickets. She 
reached the landmark during 
the third T20I against Sri Lan-
ka at Thiruvananthapuram, 
underlining her value as one 
of the most complete white 
ball players in the game.

Harmanpreet shared a spe-
cial message on social media, 
posting Deepti’s image and 

applauding her achievement. 
The Indian skipper’s words 
reflected the admiration with-
in the team for Deepti’s con-
sistency and match winning 
ability.

Deepti also moved to the 
top of the women’s T20I 
wicket takers list. Her three 
wicket spell helped her reach 
151 wickets, drawing level 
with Australia’s Megan 
Schutt. Her disciplined bowl-
ing, along with Renuka 
Singh’s four wicket haul, re-
stricted Sri Lanka to 112 for 
seven.

India comfortably chased 
the target, sealing an eight 
wicket victory and an unas-
sailable 3–0 lead in the five 
match series. Shafali Verma 
led the chase with an explo-

sive unbeaten 79, striking 
boundaries with ease after a 
cautious beginning. Captain 
Harmanpreet supported her 
with a calm 21 not out as In-
dia finished the job early.

Deepti’s recent success 
adds to an outstanding year. 
She was the Player of the 
Tournament at the 2025 
Women’s World Cup, finish-
ing as the leading wicket tak-
er and helping India lift their 
first ever world title at home.

Her growing stature was 
further confirmed at the 
Women’s Premier League 
auction, where UP Warriorz 
signed her for Rs 3.2 crore, 
the second highest bid in 
league history, reflecting her 
immense value in modern 
cricket.

Michigan appoints 
Whittingham  
after Moore’s 
sudden exit

ANN ARBOR
 

The University of Michigan 
has appointed veteran coach 
Kyle Whittingham as its new 
head football coach, ending a 
turbulent period following the 
firing of Sherrone Moore. The 
decision was announced, with 
Whittingham signing a five 
year contract to take charge of 
the storied program.

Michigan athletic director 
Warde Manuel praised Whit-
tingham’s leadership and ex-
perience, calling him a coach 
known for strong values, dis-
cipline and the ability to build 
winning teams. The 66 year 
old brings decades of coaching 
experience and a reputation 
for steady leadership at the 
highest level of college foot-
ball. Whittingham recently 
stepped away from Utah after 
21 successful seasons, during 
which he became the most 
successful coach in the 
school’s history with 177 
wins. Though he announced 
his departure earlier this 
month, Whittingham made it 
clear it was not a retirement. 
Michigan moved quickly to 
secure his services as the pro-
gram looked for stability.

Sherrone Moore was dis-
missed on December 10 after 
an internal investigation found 
he had an inappropriate rela-
tionship with a staff member.

Women’s HIL set for 
thrilling Ranchi return
RANCHI

 
The Women’s Hockey 
India League is ready to 
raise excitement once 
again as its second sea-
son begins in Ranchi 
from December 28 (to-
day), bringing quality 
hockey back to the city. 
After a successful debut 
season, the league prom-
ises faster action, stron-
ger competition and big 
crowds over the next 
thirteen days.

All matches will be 
played at the Marang 
Gomke Jaipal Singh As-
tro Turf Hockey Stadi-
um, with four teams 
fighting for the title. 
Ranchi Royals, SG Pip-
ers, JSW Soorma Hock-
ey Club and Shrachi 
Bengal Tigers will com-
pete in a double round 
robin format, where each 

side meets the others 
twice. The top two teams 
will qualify for the grand 
final on January 10, 
2026. Last season saw 
Odisha Warriors lift the 
trophy, while JSW Soor-
ma Hockey Club finished 
runners up after a close 
final. This year, Soorma 
will look to go one step 
further after topping the 
league stage previously. 
Fans can expect exciting 
performances from Indi-
an stars and international 
players from countries 
such as the Netherlands, 
Australia, Argentina, 
Belgium, Spain and 
Great Britain.

Ranchi Royals will 
aim to use home support 
to their advantage, while 
Shrachi Bengal Tigers 
and SG Pipers hope to 
improve on their earlier 
finishes.

Dorgu strike lifts 
United into fifth

LONDON
 

Manchester United returned 
to the Premier League top 
five with a narrow but valu-
able 1–0 victory over New-
castle United at Old Trafford 
on Saturday, despite being 
stretched by injuries and ab-
sences. A stunning first half 
volley from Patrick Dorgu 
proved decisive in a tense 
contest. 

United, missing seven play-
ers including captain Bruno 
Fernandes, showed resilience 
throughout the match. Dorgu 
scored the only goal in the 
24th minute, reacting quickly 
to a loose clearance from a 
long throw.



ibcworldnews.comSUNDAY   DECEMBER 28, 2025, HUBBALLI
SPORTS 11

HARDEN, Lopez power 
Clippers past Portland

PORTLAND
 

The Los Angeles Clippers 
continued their strong run 
of form with a convincing 
119–103 win over the Port-
land Trail Blazers, register-
ing their third straight vic-
tory in the NBA. James 
Harden and Brook Lopez 
led the charge with domi-
nant scoring displays that 
turned the game decisively 
in the visitors’ favour.

Harden finished with 34 
points, combining sharp 
shooting with aggressive 
drives, while Brook Lopez 

added 31 points in a memo-
rable performance that in-
cluded a career high nine 
three pointers. Kawhi Leon-
ard played a key supporting 
role, contributing 28 points, 
eight rebounds and six as-
sists, with 18 of his points 
coming in a powerful fourth 
quarter surge.

Portland started brightly 
and enjoyed control for 
much of the first half. Deni 
Avdija led the Trail Blazers 
with an all round effort of 
27 points, eight rebounds 
and eight assists, helping 
the hosts build a lead that 

reached 12 points in the 
third quarter. A free throw 
by Donovan Clingan gave 
Portland a 71–59 advan-
tage, appearing to put them 
in a strong position.

However,  the  game 
changed dramatically soon 
after. The Clippers went on 
a stunning 19–1 run in the 
third quarter, fueled by Lo-
pez’s outside shooting and 
Harden’s composure at the 
line. Los Angeles outscored 
Portland 63–41 in the sec-
ond half, completely shift-
ing momentum. Lopez hit 
three pointers from all an-

gles, while Harden added a 
crucial four point play late 
in the third quarter. Leon-
ard’s aggressive drives and 
a powerful dunk further de-
flated the home side. Port-
land struggled to respond as 
the Clippers tightened their 
defense and controlled the 
tempo. By the final quarter, 
Los Angeles were firmly in 
command and calmly 
closed out the contest. The 
win highlighted the Clip-
pers’ growing confidence 
and balance, as their star 
players delivered at key 
moments on the road.

Portland 
controlled 

early as Deni 
Avdija starred, 

building a 
12-point third-

quarter lead 
and 71–59 

advantage for 
the hosts

Sabalenka, Kyrgios excited 
for unique matchup

DUBAI
 

World number one Aryna Sa-
balenka and Australian Nick 
Kyrgios expressed excitement 
ahead of today’s “Battle of 
the Sexes” exhibition match, 
an event stirring debate in the 
tennis world. The contest at 
Dubai’s Coca-Cola Arena pits 
four-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Sabalenka against for-
mer world number 13 Kyrgios 
in a showcase blending com-
petition and entertainment.

Sabalenka said she em-
braced the unpredictability of 
the match, describing it as a 
personal challenge. “This is 
the feeling you chase in 
sport,” she said, adding that 
facing Kyrgios, “the guy 
who’s unpredictable and cra-
zy,” offers great training and 
a chance to inspire young 
girls watching. She empha-
sized that the event aims to 
promote tennis and highlight 
the strength of women’s play-
ers, not to undermine equality 
already achieved in the sport.

Kyrgios echoed the senti-
ment, seeing the event as a 
platform to promote unity. 
“There’s too much division 
and not enough teamwork. 
This match shows we can do 
incredible things together in 

sport,” he said. While he aims 
to win, Kyrgios stressed col-
laboration and entertainment 
as key aspects of the exhibi-
tion.

The contest features modi-
fied rules, including one serve 
per player, a slightly smaller 
court for Sabalenka, and a 

10-point tiebreak if needed. 
Sabalenka said the adjust-
ments will allow her to stay 
aggressive and use her power 
and touch to make the match 
entertaining.

The event recalls the 1973 
“Battle of the Sexes” be-
tween Billie Jean King and 
Bobby Riggs, though both 
players noted the historical 
stakes differ. Sabalenka said 
the focus now is on showcas-
ing skill, promoting tennis, 
and encouraging fans to en-
joy the spectacle while ap-
preciating the competitive 
spirit of both men’s and 
women’s game.

The match has modified 
rules—one serve each, 

smaller court for 
Sabalenka, and a 

10-point tiebreak—
enabling her to play 

aggressively and 
entertain.

Empty seats spark anger among Moroccan fans
RABAT 

 
Moroccan football fans have 
voiced anger and confusion 
during the ongoing Africa 
Cup of Nations after noticing 
large sections of empty seats 
inside stadiums officially de-
clared sold out.

The frustration was most 
visible in Rabat, where Mo-
rocco’s group-stage match 
against Mali was played at the 
Prince Moulay Abdellah Sta-
dium, which can hold nearly 
seventy thousand spectators.

Despite tickets being offi-
cially sold out, television im-
ages and fans outside the ven-
ue showed clear gaps in the 
stands.Morocco and neigh-
boring Algeria were the only 
teams whose group-stage 

matches sold out, making the 
situation even more puzzling 
for home supporters.

Many fans said they tried to 
access the official ticketing 
website early, but were unable 
to secure seats as pages 
quickly showed matches as 
fully booked.

Supporters waiting outside 
the stadium expressed disap-
pointment, saying they felt 
locked out of their own na-
tional team’s matches.

While the official atten-
dance figure for the match 
was announced as 63,844, the 
empty seats raised questions 
about ticket distribution.

Fans and local reports 
blamed ticket touts, accusing 
them of buying large numbers 
of seats and reselling them at 

hugely inflated prices.
Some supporters claimed 

tickets originally priced at 
around fifty euros were being 
offered on the black market 
for ten times more.

The situation has sparked 
calls for better control, fairer 
access, and stronger action 
against illegal reselling so 
genuine fans can fill stadiums 
and fully support their teams 
during Africa’s biggest foot-
ball tournament.

Organisers have yet to issue 
a detailed response, but pres-
sure is growing for transpar-
ency before the knockout 
stages, when demand is ex-
pected to rise even further 
across host cities nationwide 
and international audiences 
watching.

Lakers’ Reaves out 
for at least a month
LOS ANGELES

 
Los Angeles Lakers guard 
Austin Reaves could be side-
lined for at least a month after 
suffering a strained left calf, 
the team announced, deliver-
ing another setback to a strug-
gling squad.

Reaves was 
d i a g n o s e d 
with a grade 2 
g a s t r o c n e -
mius strain in 
his left calf 
and will 

be re-evaluated in roughly 
four weeks. The injury forced 
him to leave the Lakers’ 119–
96 loss to Houston on Thurs-
day during the second half, a 
game in which he had scored 
12 points.

This marks the second time 
Reaves has missed games re-
cently due to the same issue. 
He had returned after sitting 
out three consecutive contests 
earlier in the season because 
of a prior left calf strain.

Reaves has been a key con-
tributor for Los Angeles, 

averaging 26.6 points 
per game, second only 
to Luka Doncic on 
the team. His ab-
sence adds pressure 
to the Lakers’ line-
up, which is en-
during its third 
straight defeat 

a n d 
con-

t i n u e s 
to search 
for sta-
bility on 
both ends 
o f  t h e 
court.

The Lakers will need other 
players to step up while 
Reaves recovers, as the team 
looks to maintain competi-
tiveness during his expected 
four-week recovery period.

Jaiswal recalls Kohli’s 
dance after ODI century

VISAKHAPATNAM
 

Indian batsman Yashasvi 
Jaiswal shared a fun be-
hind-the-scenes moment 
with Virat Kohli after hit-
ting his maiden ODI centu-
ry earlier this year against 
South Africa. The southpaw 
revealed that Kohli sang the 
Bollywood hit “Lagan Lag 
Gayi Re” and started danc-
ing to celebrate the mile-
stone.Jaiswal described the 
interaction as lighthearted 
and memorable. “His sense 
of humour is great, and he 
is very funny. But when he 
is serious, the entire world 
knows the level of intensity 
with which he plays. I real-
ly enjoy playing with him,” 
Jaiswal said during an ap-
pearance on sports journal-
ist Vimal Kumar’s YouTube 
channel.The century made 
Jaiswal the sixth Indian to 
score centuries in all for-
mats of men’s cricket, join-
ing an elite group including 
Suresh Raina, Rohit Shar-

ma, KL Rahul, Virat Kohli, 
and Shubman Gill. He is 
also the 32nd player overall 
to achieve this feat. Jaiswal 
recalled his early cricketing 
experiences, including in-
teractions with legends 
like Sachin Ten-
dulkar and Ra-
hul Dravid.  
“Rahul sir is 
an amazing 
h u m a n 
b e i n g 
and an 
amazing 
coach. 
He al-
w a y s 
g i v e s 
u s 
f r e e - dom and 
teach- es us not 
j u s t a b o u t 
cricket, but about learn-
ing from every game,” he 
said.

Despite being a regular in 
India’s Test squad, Jaiswal 
had to wait for his opportu-
nities in ODIs.

Chopra questions KKR’s 
middle-order balance

KOLKATA
 

Former India opener Aakash 
Chopra has raised concerns 
over the batting depth of 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
ahead of the IPL 2026 sea-
son, despite the franchise 
receiving praise for its 
strong bowling unit.

Chopra highlighted the 
challenges KKR might face 
in selecting four overseas 
players, particularly if a 
keeper-batter opens the in-
nings. “If you make a keep-
er opener, who bats in the 
lower order? That is a big 
question,” he said on his 
YouTube channel, pointing 
out that Tim Seifert and 
Finn Allen are the team’s 
new options in this role. He 
suggested possible combi-
nations, such as pairing 
Ajinkya Rahane with a 
keeper opener and slotting 

Cameron Green at No. 3. 
However, he felt the middle 
order beyond that—featur-
ing Angkrish Raghuvanshi, 
Rinku Singh, Ramandeep 
Singh, and Tejasvi Singh—
looked slightly weak. 
Chopra proposed alternative 
setups, like opening with 
Sunil Narine and Rahane or 
adjusting the keeper duties 
to strengthen the lineup, al-
lowing flexibility with play-
ers like Anukul Roy or 
Rovman Powell. Despite the 
batting questions, Chopra 
praised KKR’s bowling re-
sources, noting they now 
have a total of 22–23 overs 
of potent options. He cited 
Vaibhav Arora, Harshit 
Rana, Sunil Narine, Varun 
Chakravarthy, Cameron 
Green, Matheesha Pathira-
na, and Mustafizur Rahman 
as key contributors, calling 
it a “gun bowling unit.”

India target 
fourth win 

over Sri Lanka
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
A confident Indian women’s 
cricket team will look to seal 
a fourth straight victory when 
it faces Sri Lanka in the 
fourth T20 International on 
Sunday. Led by Harmanpreet 
Kaur, India has completely 
controlled the five match se-
ries and currently holds an 
unassailable 3-0 lead at home.

The hosts have shown clear 
dominance in all three games 
so far. India comfortably 
chased targets every time, fin-
ishing matches quickly and 
calmly. In none of the games 
did the team bat beyond 14.4 
overs, lose more than three 
wickets, or face a target high-
er than 129 runs.

Strong opening partner-
ships, sharp fielding, and dis-
ciplined bowling have kept 
Sri Lanka under constant 
pressure. Indian bowlers have 
restricted scoring with tight 
lines, while batters have 
played with freedom and con-
fidence. Sri Lanka, on the 
other hand, has struggled to 
match India’s pace and depth. 
Frequent wickets, slow scor-
ing, and missed chances in the 
field have hurt their chances  
n the series. With two match-
es still left, India will aim to 
continue the winning momen-
tum and test bench strength.

IRELAND NAMES SQUAD FOR WOMEN’S T20 WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS
DUBLIN

 
Cricket Ireland has an-
nounced its 15-player squad 
for the ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup Global Qualifier, 
scheduled in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, from January 18 to 
February 1, 2026. Gaby 
Lewis will lead the team as 
captain, with Orla Prender-
gast serving as her deputy.

The Irish team will depart 
on January 6 for a six-day 
preparation camp in Dubai, 
ahead of their journey to Ne-
pal on January 12. As part of 
their preparation, the squad 
will play two warm-up 
matches against Nepal and 
Zimbabwe.

The tournament will fea-
ture ten teams, including 

Bangladesh, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Namibia, Ne-
pal, Papua New Guinea, 
Scotland, Thailand, the 
USA, and Zimbabwe. Teams 
are divided into two groups 
of five. Ireland has been 
placed in Group A. After the 
group stage, the top three 
teams from each group will 
advance to the Super Six 
stage, with the top four 
teams from that stage quali-
fying for the T20 World 
Cup.

Graeme West, Director of 
High Performance, said, 
“Our recent tour to South 
Africa highlighted the chal-
lenges of international crick-
et and provided valuable 
lessons. The upcoming 
Qualifier will be the stage to 

put that experience into ac-
tion.” He added that Nepali 
wickets are typically low 
and slow, prompting the in-
clusion of three frontline 
spinners in the squad. He 
confirmed that Amy Hunter 
is expected to fully recover 
from her recent minor injury.

The 15-player squad in-
cludes Gaby Lewis (c), Orla 
Prendergast (vc), Ava Can-
ning, Christina Coulter Reil-
ly, Alana Dalzell, Laura 
Delany, Sarah Forbes, Amy 
Hunter, Arlene Kelly, Aimee 
Maguire, Jane Maguire, Lara 
McBride, Cara Murray, Leah 
Paul, and Rebecca Stokell. 
Ireland hopes for a strong 
performance to secure qual-
ification for the T20 World 
Cup in June 2026.
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Karikaada’s Musical Adventure Film 
Creates Nationwide Excitement

Sandalwood is set to wel-
come a unique cinematic 

journey with the release of 
Karikaada, a film prepared 
in Kannada and ready for 
premiere in five languages. 
Promoted as a musical ad-
venture, the movie combines 
striking visuals, a love story 
metaphor, and a narrative 
celebrating the beauty of the 
land. The story, with hints of 
a revenge tale, has already 
generated curiosity among 
viewers.

Three months ago, the 
Karikaada title teaser creat-
ed a stir, and the recently 
released official teaser has 
further heightened expecta-
tions. Audiences and critics 
are keeping a close eye on 
both the performances and 
technical aspects of the film.

Starring Kadanataraj in 
the lead, the cast also in-
cludes Balrajavadi, Yash 
Shetty, and Tulu cinema’s 

Nikhitha Shetty as the fe-
male lead. Supporting ac-
tors include Manju Swami, 
Govind Gowda, Divakar, 
comedy star Surya, D. 
Rakesh Poojari ,  Vijay 
Chanduru, Chandraprabha, 
Karisubbu, Giri, Master 
Aryan, and Balanati Riddhi. 
The film is produced under 
the Riddhi Entertainments 
banner, guided by Kadana-
taraj’s wife Deepti Da-
modhar, with Ravikumar 
S.R. as co-producer.

Directed by Gilli Ven-
katesh and based on a story 
by Kadanataraj, the film’s 
music is composed by Ati-
shay Jain and Shashank She-
shagiri, who also provides 
the background score. Cine-
matography is by Jeevan 
Gowda, and editing by 
Deepak C.S.

The teaser launch revealed 
several unique elements of 
the film. Bollywood traders 

have expressed interest in a 
Hindi release, and major 
brands have partnered with 
the project, marking a first 
for a Kannada film. Sched-

uled for release on February 
6 in over 1,200 theaters 
worldwide, Karikaada is 
also being prepared for a 
major rollout in North India.

Actress Bhumi Pednekar recently opened up about 
the special role fashion plays in her life, using so-

cial media to share her thoughts with fans. The Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha star revealed that fashion is more than 
just style—it is her way of expressing herself and stay-
ing grounded amid life’s ups and downs.

Sharing an album of her high-fashion moments 
on Instagram, Bhumi wrote, Fashion has been my 
quiet rebellion, my armor, my joy. Through love, 
hate, and every narrative formed around me, it’s 
helped me stay rooted in who I am. She also ex-
pressed gratitude toward the designers, stylists, 
makeup and hair artists, photographers, assis-
tants, and magazine editors who have helped 
shape her personal style.

Known for sharing glimpses of her 
personal and professional life with 
her Instagram followers, Bhumi re-
cently posted photos from a get-
away with her family, jokingly 
mentioning the joy of spending 
time with loved ones and pizza. 
No greater joy than spending 
time with the ones you love 
and pizza…latergram, she 
wrote.

On the work front, Bhumi 
was last seen in the film Mere 
Husband Ki Biwi, co-starring 
Arjun Kapoor and Rakul 
Preet Singh. She also ap-
peared in the OTT series The 
Royals, portraying Sophia 
Shekhar, a strong-willed en-
trepreneur. Directed by Pri-
yanka Ghose and Nupur 
Asthana, the show features 
an ensemble cast including 
Ishaan Khatter,  Zeenat 
Aman, Sakshi Tanwar, Nora 
Fatehi, Vihaan Samat, Dino 
Morea, and Milind Soman in 
pivotal roles.

Through both her fashion 
choices and career, Bhumi Ped-
nekar continues to inspire fans by 
staying authentic and embracing 
her personal style confidently.

Bhumi Pednekar 
Credits Fashion For 

Staying True Always

Filmmaker Bharatbala, 
known for Vande Mataram 

and Maryan, has unveiled a 
new documentary celebrat-

ing the heritage of Naga-
land. Titled Kunemechi 
– A Home Carved in 
Ancestry, the film 
focuses on a single 
Naga family that 
preserves the tra-
ditional art of 
h a n d - c a r v e d 
wooden homes. 
The documenta-
ry was officially 
launched by 
music compos-
er AR Rah-
man, a fre-
quent collabo-
rator of the 
director.

Bharatbala 
shared that 
the documen-
tary took near-
ly two months 

to shoot and in-
volved extensive 

research and on-
ground work. The 

challenge was to 
ensure the film 
feels authentic — 
not like an outsid-

er’s gaze. We wanted it to feel 
as if the community itself 
made the film, he said. The 
filmmaker emphasized the im-
portance of representing the 
culture faithfully while show-
casing the artistry and lifestyle 
of the Naga people.

The project is part of 
Bharatbala’s broader vision, 
Virtual Bharat, aimed at creat-
ing 1,000 stories from across 
India to highlight the country’s 
rich heritage and diversity. In-
dia is rich in heritage and di-
versity. How does a child in 
Tamil Nadu know how a Naga 
family lives, celebrates, and 
preserves culture? This film is 
about connecting India to Indi-
ans, he added.

AR Rahman, who has al-
ways supported Bharatbala’s 
meaningful and experimental 
work, launched the film in Ko-
hima while engaging musical-
ly with local communities to 
celebrate their culture and 
pride. His collaboration, the 
filmmaker said, adds a unique 
musical perspective to the doc-
umentary, complementing its 
visual storytelling.

Kunemechi – A Home 
Carved in Ancestry promises 
to be a visually immersive and 
culturally rich journey into the 
traditions of Nagaland, reflect-
ing both the family’s dedica-
tion and Bharatbala’s commit-
ment to capturing India’s di-
verse heritage.

Bharatbala’s Documentary Celebrates 
Nagaland’s Rich Cultural Heritage

Actress Wamiqa Gabbi 
has reflected on the evo-

lution of cinema in the first 
quarter of the 21st century, 
highlighting how storytelling 
has found more space in con-
temporary films. According 
to her, modern cinema has 
gradually moved toward qui-
eter, nuanced narratives that 
focus on flawed characters 
and emotions without need-
ing to be loud.

What really stands out is 
how much space storytelling 
has found. The last couple of 

decades have allowed for 
quieter narratives, flawed 
people, and stories that 
don’t need to shout to be 
heard, Wamiqa said. She 
added that while tech-
nology has helped films 

reach audiences fast-
er, the most sig-

nificant change 
has been the 

trust audi-
e n c e s 

now 

place in subtle, complex sto-
rytelling. Audiences today are 
open to nuance and complex-
ity. Performances can unfold 
slowly, and stories can linger 
instead of aiming only for in-
stant reaction, she explained.

Wamiqa debuted as a child 
in Jab We Met, starring Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan and Sha-
hid Kapoor, and later estab-
lished herself in Punjabi cin-
ema with hits like Tu Mera 
22 Main Tera 22, Nikka Zail-
dar 2 and 3, and Kali Jotta. 
She has also appeared in 
Tamil (Maalai Naerathu 
Mayakkam) and Malayalam 
(Godha) films.

She was last seen in Bhool 
Chuk Maaf, a fantasy roman-
tic comedy with Rajkummar 
Rao and Seema Pahwa. Up-
coming projects include Pati 
Patni Aur Woh 2, releasing 
on March 4, 2026, alongside 
Ayushmaan Khurrana and 
Sara Ali Khan, and Bhooth 
Bangla, directed by Priyadar-
shan, starring Akshay Ku-
mar, Paresh Rawal, Tabu, 
Rajpal Yadav, and Mithila 
Palkar, slated for release on 
April 2, 2026. Other projects 
include Kuku Ki Kundali, 
Tiki Taka, and Goodachari 2.

Through her career, Wa-
miqa Gabbi continues to em-
brace performances and sto-
ries that celebrate subtlety, 
complexity, and depth in 
modern cinema.

Wamiqa Gabbi 
Says Cinema Embraces Subtle 

Storytelling Now
Malavika 
Mohanan 

Shines As Bhairavi 
In Raja Saab

Actress Malavika Mohanan 
has unveiled her first 

look as Bhairavi in the up-
coming Telugu horror-come-
dy The Raja Saab, starring 
Rebel Star Prabhas and direct-
ed by Maruthi. The film is 
scheduled for release on 
Sankranti, January 9, 2026, in 
multiple languages, coincid-
ing with Thalapathy Vijay’s 
Jana Nayagan.

The poster shows Malavika 
in a black saree, accessorized 
with a fancy bracelet and a 
small handbag, lifting her 
sunglasses with a strong and 
calm expression. Standing 
alone in a dark and eerie set-
ting, she gives off a powerful 
and menacing aura. Fans have 
described her look as villain 
vibes, hinting at the intense 
and mysterious nature of her 
character. The poster caption 
reads: BHAIRAVI. Picture 
Abhi Baki Hai Mere Dost.

Malavika, who is making 
her Telugu debut with this 
film, shared insights about 
balancing multiple projects 
across different film indus-
tries. She praised the creative 
challenge of portraying 
unique characters in diverse 
genres while staying authentic 
to each role. Her recent work 
includes the Malayalam film 
Hridayapoorvam and the 
Tamil project Sardar 2.

In The Raja Saab, Prabhas 
plays a young man who inher-
its a haunted house filled with 
ghosts and mystical elements, 
leading to a mix of horror, 
comedy, romance, and action. 
The film promises an engag-
ing blend of thrills and laugh-
ter, with Malavika’s Bhairavi 
adding a striking presence to 
the story.

The release of The Raja 
Saab is highly anticipated, 
with audiences looking for-
ward to seeing Malavika Mo-
hanan bring her haunting and 
commanding character to life 
alongside Prabhas in this 
multi-genre entertainer.

Drishyam 3 Producer Reveals 
Details On Akshaye Khanna Exit
The makers of Drishyam 3, 

starring Ajay Devgn and 
Tabu, have addressed Akshaye 
Khanna’s unexpected exit from 
the highly anticipated thriller. 
Scheduled for release on Octo-
ber 2, 2026, the film notably left 
Khanna’s name out of the cred-
its, sparking widespread specu-
lation about his absence. Pro-
ducer Kumar Mangat Pathak 
has now revealed the reasons 
behind the actor’s departure.

According to Pathak, Khanna 
requested to wear a wig just 
days before filming was to be-
gin. Since Drishyam 3 is a se-
quel, the makers felt this would 
cause continuity issues. Director 

Abhishek Pathak explained the 
concerns, and Khanna initially 
agreed to drop the demand. 
However, he later insisted on the 
wig again and soon after in-
formed the team that he no lon-
ger wished to be part of the film. 
Pathak added that Khanna’s re-
cent success with Dhurandhar 
influenced his decision. Some 
actors do ensemble films, and 

after success, they start thinking 
they are superstars. Success has 
gone into his head. He told us, 
‘Dhurandhar is working be-
cause of me,’ the producer said. 
He also noted that Khanna had 
initially loved the Drishyam 3 
script, calling it a five hundred 
crore film, and an 
agreement with 
advance pay-
ment had al-
ready been 
f i n a l i z e d 
before the 
actor backed 
out, causing 
major losses 
for the team.

Ram Charan Surprises 
Salman Khan On Song Shoot

Tollywood star Ram Charan 
made a memorable ap-

pearance in the song Yentam-
ma from Salman Khan’s 2023 
film Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki 
Jaan, sharing the frame with 
Salman and Venkatesh Daggu-
bati. The story was recently 
recalled by Salman as he cele-
brated his 60th birthday, with 
fans and fellow stars across 
India paying tribute to the Bol-
lywood superstar.

Salman Khan revealed that 
during the shoot in Hyderabad, 
Ram Charan casually ex-
pressed his desire to join the 

song. He said, ‘I want to do 
this. I want to be with you and 
Venky in the same frame.’ I 
thought he was joking and said 
we would discuss it the next 
day, Salman shared.

To everyone’s surprise, Cha-

ran arrived the following day 
fully prepared in his costume, 
showing up early on set. Sal-
man recalled, I said, ‘What are 
you doing here?’ He said, ‘I 
want to be here.’ I said, ‘We 
love you and want you here. 
But is it okay for you?’ He 
said yes. That’s how he came 
into the film, and we had a 
great time shooting. Ram Cha-
ran’s enthusiasm and prepara-
tion led to his seamless inte-
gration into the popular track 
alongside Salman and Ven-
katesh, making it a memorable 
moment for the team.


