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Traffic noise emerging as major health threat for Bengalureans, warn doctors
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Bengaluru’s worsening traffic 
congestion is no longer just 
an inconvenience for com-
muters but is increasingly be-
coming a serious public 
health concern, with doctors 
warning that prolonged expo-
sure to traffic noise is contrib-
uting to rising hearing-related 
disorders among residents.

Medical experts say con-
stant exposure to noise levels 
ranging from 70 to 100 deci-
bels (dB) on the city’s roads is 
affecting people across age 
groups, particularly those 

spending long hours in traffic 
or living near busy roads and 
junctions.

According to doctors, Ben-
galuru’s traffic noise frequent-
ly exceeds safe limits, with 

several residential and com-
mercial areas regularly re-
cording noise levels above 
60-70 dB, while major traffic 
corridors witness even higher 
levels during peak hours.

Dr Jyotirmay S Hegde, 
Head of Department and Lead 
Consultant,  ENT, Aster 
Whitefield Hospital, said sus-
tained exposure to sound lev-
els above 70 dB significantly 
increases the risk of hearing 
impairment.

“The concern is not just oc-
casional exposure but the con-
tinuous nature of the noise. 
People are exposed during 
commuting, through constant 
honking, and even while stay-
ing near busy roads. Studies 
indicate that the risk of tinni-
tus rises with every 10 dB in-
crease in traffic noise,” he 

explained.
Doctors say the symptoms 

often develop gradually, mak-
ing early diagnosis difficult. 
Tinnitus, a persistent ringing 
sensation in the ears, is usual-
ly the first warning sign. This 
may later progress to difficul-
ty understanding speech in 
noisy surroundings, muffled 
hearing and a blocked-ear 
sensation.If left unchecked, 
the condition can develop into 
mild or moderate sensorineu-
ral hearing loss.

Apart from hearing-related 
complications, specialists are 
also observing a rise in 

non-auditory symptoms 
linked to excessive noise ex-
posure, including headaches, 
irritability, sleep disturbances, 
reduced concentration, ear 
discomfort and increased sen-
sitivity to sound.Adding to 
the concern is the growing 
use of earphones and head-
phones during daily com-
mutes.Dr Shantanu Tandon, 
Senior Consultant, ENT, 
Sakra World Hospital, said 
many commuters tend to raise 
the volume of their devices to 
drown out surrounding traffic 
noise.“Over time, this perma-
nently damages delicate hair 

cells in the inner ear, leading 
to tinnitus, reduced hearing 
clarity and early hearing loss. 
Young adults are particularly 
vulnerable,” he said.

Dr  K J isha ,  Consul -
tant-ENT at Kauvery Hospi-
tal, Marathahalli, pointed out 
that despite regulations gov-
erning honking and permissi-
ble noise levels, enforcement 
remains weak.She noted that 
the city’s dense traffic condi-
tions and rampant honking 
culture continue to worsen the 
problem, even affecting si-
lence zones near hospitals and 
schools.

HEALTH HAZARD
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Tender coconut seller 
booked for attacking 
stray dog in KR Pura

Homemaker dies in 
suspected washing 

machine electrocution 

Six foreign women 
arrested in prostitution-

related case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Police have launched a 

search for a tender coco-
nut seller accused of at-

tacking a stray dog with a 
sickle in KR Pura. An FIR 

has been registered 
against the unidentified 
man under BNS Section 

352 and provisions of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act. According to 
police, the incident oc-

curred at Muniyappa Lay-
out in KR Pura II Stage 

around 8.30 am on April 
25. A video of the incident 
reportedly shows the man 

entering a house com-
pound with a sickle after 

claiming the stray dog 
barked at him. Despite ef-
forts by house owner Sid-
dalingappa to calm him, 

the man allegedly at-
tacked the dog.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A 31-year-old homemaker 

died after allegedly suf-
fering an electric shock 

from a washing machine 
near Nelamangala on the 

outskirts of Bengaluru. 
Police identified the vic-

tim as C Sujatha, who had 
celebrated her 11th wed-

ding anniversary a day 
earlier. According to po-

lice, Sujatha attempted to 
switch on the washing 
machine around 8 am 
when she collapsed. 

Family members rushed 
her to a nearby hospital, 
where doctors declared 
her dead. However, her 
relatives have sought a 
detailed investigation, 

suspecting the death may 
not have been accidental. 
Sujatha is survived by her 

husband Chethan and 
their nine-year-old son. 
Police are investigating 

the case.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Central Crime Branch 
(CCB) police arrested six 
foreign women near the 
Koramangala checkpost 
for allegedly encouraging 
prostitution by soliciting 

men on the roadside. Po-
lice said the women were 

reportedly standing on 
the road and approaching 
passersby for sexual ser-
vices. Acting on specific 

information, CCB officials 
conducted a raid and de-
tained all six women for 
questioning. Authorities 

are currently verifying 
their passports and visa 
documents to check for 

any violations. A case has 
been registered at the Ko-
ramangala police station, 
and further investigation 
is underway to determine 

the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident and 

possible involvement.

Vijayendra eyes stronger grip on Karnataka 
BJP through BSY Abhimanotsava event

By highlighting Yediyurappa’s legacy, Vijayendra aims to unite cadres and strengthen organisational authority.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
The ‘BSY Abhimanotsava’ 
scheduled in Chitradurga on 
May 9 to commemorate for-
mer Chief Minister B. S. 
Yediyurappa completing 50 
years in public life is emerg-
ing as more than just a cele-
bratory event. Within the Kar-
nataka BJP, the programme is 
increasingly being viewed as 
a strategic exercise by state 
president B. Y. Vijayendra to 
consolidate his leadership po-
sition amid continuing fac-
tionalism in the party.

Though officially projected 

as a tribute to Yediyurappa’s 
political journey and contri-
bution to the BJP’s rise in 
Karnataka, party insiders in-
dicate the scale and timing of 
the event carry larger organi-
sational significance. With 
multiple power centres con-
tinuing to influence party af-
fairs after Yediyurappa’s re-
tirement from electoral poli-
tics, Vijayendra is seeking to 
establish stronger authority 
ahead of upcoming electoral 
challenges.

Since taking over as Karna-
taka BJP president nearly 30 
months ago, Vijayendra has 

faced criticism from sections 
of the party over the BJP’s 
struggles in the state. Some 
leaders privately argue that he 
has not yet managed to revive 
the party’s momentum in the 
way his father once did. 
Against this backdrop, the 
Abhimanotsava is expected to 
serve as a public demonstra-
tion of organisational strength 
and cadre mobilisation.

Yediyurappa’s enduring in-
fluence among Lingayat vot-
ers, a crucial support base for 
the BJP in Karnataka, remains 
central to this strategy. By 
foregrounding his father’s 

legacy, Vijayendra is attempt-
ing to bridge internal divi-
sions and rally workers 
around a leadership figure 
who still commands wide ac-
ceptance within the party.

The invitation extended to 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has further heightened 
political significance sur-
rounding the programme. Par-
ty sources believe Shah’s 
presence would send a strong 
signal about Vijayendra’s ac-
ceptability to the BJP’s cen-
tral leadership and could in-
fluence ongoing internal 
equations in the state unit.

Senior leaders including R. 
Ashoka, Jagadish Shettar and 
Govind Karjol have already 
expressed support for Vijay-
endra. However, the 
response from other 
senior functionaries 
who have main-
tained distance 
from his leadership 
will be closely 
watched.

Political observ-
ers note that while 
legacy politics 
c a n  u n i f y 
cadres, it 
a l s o 

carries limitations if not 
backed by sustained organisa-
tional results. With the next 
Assembly elections still two 

years away, the event may 
appear premature to 

some. Nevertheless, 
the Abhimanotsava is 
expected to test Vi-
jayendra’s ability to 
manage factions, co-
ordinate large-scale 
mobilisation and proj-

ect an image of 
unity within 

the Kar-
n a t a k a 
BJP.

Karnataka seeks extension for delayed 
Green Energy Corridor project

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka’s ambitious plan to 
strengthen renewable energy 
transmission infrastructure 
under Phase II of the Green 
Energy Corridor project has 
run into delays, prompting the 
state government to seek an 
extension of the completion 
deadline until July 31 next 
year.

The project, sanctioned by 
the Centre for states with sig-
nificant renewable energy 
generation, is aimed at creat-
ing dedicated transmission 
infrastructure to evacuate so-
lar and wind power into the 
national grid. Karnataka, one 
of India’s leading renewable 
energy producers, was among 
the key beneficiaries selected 
under the programme.Howev-
er, execution of the project 
has slowed considerably due 
to land acquisition challenges 
and difficulties in securing 
right of way for transmission 

lines and substations. Offi-

cials said these issues have 
emerged as the biggest obsta-
cles in completing the project 
within the original March 31 
deadline.The Karnataka Pow-
er Transmission Corporation 
Limited (KPTCL), the imple-
menting agency, has so far 
completed nearly 50 percent 
of the project work.Launched 
in 2022, the second phase of 
the Green Energy Corridor 
project in Karnataka involves 
construction of 938 circuit ki-
lometres of transmission lines 
along with substations having 
a combined capacity of 1,225 

MVA. The infrastructure is 
expected to facilitate evacua-
tion of nearly 2,640 MW of 
renewable energy across the 
state.

In a letter dated April 16 
addressed to the Secretary of 
the Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy, Additional 
Chief Secretary (Energy) 
Gaurav Gupta cited several 
unforeseen challenges that 
had delayed implementation.
Gupta stated that despite sus-
tained efforts by the state gov-
ernment and KPTCL, prog-
ress was hindered by per-
sistent right of way issues and 
delays in certain technical 
components of the project.

One such delay involved the 
loop in loop out of the second 
circuit of the existing 220 kV 
Mahalingapura-Kudachi dou-
ble-circuit line at the 220 kV 
Athani substation. Officials 
said the work order for the 
component could be issued 
only in January 2026 after 
conducting a fresh survey ow-
ing to anticipated right of way 
concerns.According to data 
shared by the Ministry, 498 
circuit kilometres of transmis-
sion lines and substations 
with 600 MVA capacity had 
been completed as of March 
31. KPTCL has already 
awarded all 10 project pack-
ages.

The estimated cost for 
Karnataka project is Rs 

1,036 crore and the 
central grant at 33 

percent of  the project 
cost is about Rs 342 

crore, of  which Rs 108 
crore has been 

disbursed.

The Green Energy Corridor 
programme envisages 
a total investment of Rs 
11,369 crore nationwide. 
States are required to bear 
67 percent of the project 
cost through internal resources or borrowings.

Woman loses Rs 80,000 
meant for children’s 

school fees on BMTC bus
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A 39-year-old woman’s at-
tempt to arrange money for 
her children’s school fees 
ended in distress after Rs 
80,000, borrowed from her 
younger sister, was allegedly 
stolen while travelling on a 
crowded BMTC bus in Ben-
galuru.

The incident took place 
when Pankaja, a resident of A 
Narayanapura in Mahadevap-
ura, boarded BMTC bus route 
number 317 from the City 
Market bus stand towards Tin 
Factory.

According to the complaint 
filed with City Market police, 
Pankaja’s family has been 
facing financial difficulties, 
prompting her to seek help 
from her sister Rathnamma. 
Earlier that day, Pankaja had 
visited KIMS Hospital to see 
a cousin who was admitted 
following an accident.

Later, she visited Rathnam-
ma’s new house in Hanuman-
thanagar, where her sister 
handed over Rs 80,000 in 
cash to help pay school fees 
for Pankaja’s two children. 
She reportedly kept the mon-
ey inside her vanity bag. 
Rathnamma also gave her a 
bag of rice before she left for 
home.Pankaja travelled by 
BMTC bus to Victoria Hospi-
tal bus stop and then walked 
to the City Market BMTC 
stand, where she waited near-
ly 30 minutes for bus number 
317.She told police that she 
had checked the cash just 
minutes before boarding the 
bus around noon. However, 
while entering the crowded 
bus, she was pushed by com-
muters. Although she initially 
managed to get a seat, she lat-
er offered it to an elderly 
woman believed to be in her 
70s and remained standing in 
the packed vehicle.

Woman found dead in locked Adugodi flat; 
police probe mysterious circumstances

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A 34-year-old woman was 
found dead under mysterious 
circumstances inside her 
locked rented house in Ben-
galuru’s Adugodi area, with 
police recovering her decom-
posed body lying in a pool of 
blood late Monday night.

The deceased has been 
identified as Puja Dutta, a 
native of Hirapur in Dhan-
bad, Jharkhand, who 
had been l iving 
alone on the third 
f l o o r  o f  a 
multi-storey resi-
dential building in 
Adugodi for the 
past three years 
while working at a 
private company in 
the city.

The incident came to light 
after neighbours noticed a 
strong foul smell emanating 
from her flat and alerted the 
house owner, Janakamma, 
who then informed the po-
lice.

According to police, when 
officers reached the spot, the 
house was found locked 
from inside. A locksmith was 
called to break open the 
door. Upon entering the flat, 
police discovered Puja’s 

body in a naked and highly 
decomposed condition, sug-
gesting she may have died at 
least three days earlier.

Investigators also found 
blood stains on the floor, torn 
papers scattered across the 
room and a table  fan 
switched on beside the body, 
adding to the mystery sur-
rounding the death.

Police said the exact cause 
of death would be deter-

mined only after the 
post-mortem exam-

ination. 
The body has 

been shifted for 
autopsy.

Adugodi police 
have begun exam-

ining Puja’s phone 
records and question-

ing people known to her in 
an effort to reconstruct her 
final movements and interac-
tions.

House owner Janakamma 
told police that Puja was un-
married and generally kept to 
herself, though she mostly 
communicated in Hindi with 
neighbours and tenants.

She said two young men 
staying in a nearby rented 
house first complained about 
the foul smell coming from 
Puja’s flat.

“I suspect it may have 
been suicide because the 
door was bolted from inside 
with three latches. 

The locksmith had to break 
it open using a hammer,” 
Janakamma said, adding that 
there were visible cut marks 
on the woman’s body.

She also revealed that a 
man frequently visited Puja 
and that the two often argued 
loudly, though the nature of 
their relationship and the rea-
sons for their disputes re-
main unclear.

According to Janakamma, 
Puja had earlier been warned 
for playing loud music 
through a large speaker in 
her room, which disturbed 
other residents in the build-
ing.

“I had asked her to vacate 
the house after repeated 
complaints. She argued with 
me,” the owner said.

Janakamma further stated 
that she last saw Puja on 
Thursday when a prospective 
tenant had come to inspect 
the property.

Police are now attempting 
to identify and trace the fre-
quent male visitor while in-
vestigating whether the death 
was a suicide or involved 
foul play. 

Woman booked for allegedly 
trying to torch brother’s 

house over property dispute
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
A long-standing property dis-
pute between siblings al-
legedly turned violent after a 
woman and her family van-
dalised her brother’s house 
and threatened to set it on fire 
in Byrasandra, south Bengal-
uru.

According to police, S Ash-
wini (35), a resident of 9th 
Cross, filed a complaint stat-
ing that she lives with her 
husband Umesh and their 
children on the ground floor 
of a four-storey build-
ing owned by the 
family.

Ashwini said 
the property origi-
nally belonged to 
Umesh’s father 
and  was  l a t e r 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o 
Umesh, who subse-
quently constructed addi-
tional floors on the building. 
However, a civil dispute re-
garding ownership is current-
ly pending in court between 
Umesh and his elder sister 
Meenakshi.

Police said Meenakshi, ac-
companied by her husband 

and children, allegedly en-
tered the premises and van-
dalised the house by damag-
ing doors, windows and 
CCTV cameras.

In her complaint, Ashwini 
alleged that Meenakshi 
abused family members using 
foul language and issued 
threats during the confronta-
tion.

She further claimed that her 
sister-in-law poured petrol 
around the house and threat-
ened to set the building 
ablaze.

After the situation es-
calated, Ashwini 

contacted the po-
lice helpline 112. 
Hoysala police 
personnel rushed 
to the spot and 

brought the situa-
tion under control.
A police officer said 

the family has been in-
volved in frequent disputes 
over the property matter. 

Investigators are also exam-
ining CCTV footage recorded 
before the cameras were dam-
aged.

 Further inquiry is under-
way.

Bengaluru police 
arrest 24 in IPL 

black ticket 
crackdown

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru City Police have 
intensified their crackdown 
on the illegal sale of IPL tick-
ets, arresting 24 people and 
seizing 37 tickets during a 
month-long drive conducted 
around the ongoing IPL 2026 
matches at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium.

According to police offi-
cials, a total of 17 cases relat-
ed to black marketing of IPL 
tickets have been registered in 
the last one month. 

Of these, 16 cases were 
booked at Cubbon Park Police 
Station, while one case was 
registered at Halasuru Gate 
Police Station.

Police said the accused al-
legedly procured match tick-
ets through various means and 
attempted to resell them at 
inflated prices to cricket fans 
desperate to attend the match-
es.

Most of the arrests were 
made by the Central Crime 
Branch  (CCB) ,  wh ich 
launched a special operation 
to monitor and curb illegal 
ticket sales during the IPL 
season.
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LABOURER DIES AS HEATWAVE 
SCORCHES RAICHUR
CH NEWS, RAICHUR

 
With scorching summer heat 
intensifying across Karnataka, 
concerns over heatwave-relat-
ed illnesses and deaths are 
growing, particularly in North 
Karnataka districts where tem-
peratures have been 
soaring above normal 
levels over the past 
few weeks.

A 45-year-
o l d  m a n 
collapsed 
and died 
w h i l e 
working un-
der the rural 
employment guar-
antee scheme in Raichur 
district amid severe heat con-
ditions. The incident occurred 
at Yapaladinni village and the 
deceased has been identified 
as Husenappa Madival.

According to local sources, 
Husenappa was engaged in out-
door work when he suddenly 
collapsed due to exhaustion in 
the intense heat. Co-workers 
and villagers rushed him to a 

nearby hospital, but he died 
on the way.

The incident comes 
amid increasing warn-
ings from health offi-
cials over prolonged 
exposure to direct sun-
light and high tem-
peratures during peak 

a f t e r n o o n 
hours. Several 
distri c t s  i n 
North Karnata-

ka, including 
Raichur, Kala-

buragi, Vijayapura 
and Koppal, have been wit-
nessing intense heatwave condi-
tions this summer.

Doctors have advised peo-
ple, especially outdoor work-
ers, elderly citizens and chil-
dren, to remain hydrated, 
avoid stepping out during af-
ternoon hours and seek medi-
cal help immediately if symp-
toms such as dizziness, fatigue 
or dehydration occur.

The India Meteorological 
Department has already issued 
alerts for continued high tem-
peratures in several parts of 

the state. Experts warn that 
climate change and rising ur-
ban heat conditions are con-
tributing to longer and harsher 
summers in Karnataka.

Authorities are expected to 
step up awareness campaigns 
and precautionary measures, 
with concerns growing over 
the impact of extreme heat on 
vulnerable sections of society.

RAICHUR

What to expect
April 29–30:

BENGALURU

Thunderstorms 
+ rain + strong 

winds (up to 
50 kmph)

Rain likely  
for 3 days 

from  
April 29

But, temps 
will still be 

around

35–37°C

IMD issues thunderstorm alert
BENGALURU: After days of intense 
heat, Karnataka is finally stepping into 
pre-monsoon mode. The India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) has issued 

an orange alert for 
Karnataka weather, 
warning of thunder-
storms along with 

speedy winds across 
multiple regions of 
the state, including 

Bengaluru, for three days from April 
29. The alert predicts the possibility of 
strong winds reaching speeds of 40-

50 kmph, along with rainfall activity in 
several districts.

SCORCHING HEAT GRIPS NK
North Karnataka is  

witnessing severe heatwave conditions 
this April, with temperatures in several 
districts crossing dangerous levels. The 
Kalyana Karnataka region has 
emerged as one of the hottest 
zones in the state, with Kala-

buragi recording temperatures 
between 44°C and 45°C in re-
cent days.  Koppal registered 
among the highest tempera-
tures in the region, while Raichur and 

Vijayapura consistently remained above 
42°C. Several locations across North 

Interior Karnataka also reported maxi-
mum temperatures exceeding 40°C.

Centre rules out fuel price hike 
Despite soaring global crude prices and heavy losses to fuel retailers, govt rules out any immediate 

hike in petrol and diesel rates, even as panic buying and supply concerns emerge in some states
NEW DELHI 

 
Amid rising crude oil prices 
and speculation of a post-elec-
tion hike, the government on 
Tuesday said there is no plan 
to increase petrol and diesel 
prices after polling ends in 
West Bengal on April 29.

The assurance comes even 
as global oil markets remain 
volatile and fuel retailers face 
mounting losses.

The clarification follows re-
ports of panic buying in parts 
of the country, especially 
Andhra Pradesh, where ru-
mours of a price hike led to 
long queues at petrol pumps.

More than 400 fuel stations 
reportedly ran dry on Sunday, 
with demand rising by as much 
as 30–33% at some outlets. 
“We have seen panic buying in 
some places. We are in contin-
uous contact with state govern-
ments,” said Sujata Sharma, 
Joint Secretary in the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

“All retail outlets are being 
monitored and supplies are be-
ing prioritised so that stock 
availability is ensured and there 
are no dry-outs,” she said.

Dismissing speculation, 
Sharma made it clear, “There 
is no proposal to increase pet-
rol and diesel prices.”

She also urged the public not 
to rely on rumours. “I want to 
urge everyone to please don’t 
believe in rumours. Avoid pan-
ic buying and rely on official 
sources for information.”

According to the govern-
ment, the country has adequate 
stocks of petrol, diesel, LPG 
and aviation turbine fuel to 
meet demand.

“We have enough supplies 
of LPG, petrol and diesel. Pric-

es are stable and there has been 
no increase in rates,” she said.

Pressure builds  
on fuel retailers
The government’s position 
comes despite growing finan-
cial strain on state-run oil com-
panies, which are selling fuel 
below market rates.

Officials say losses are sig-
nificant, with estimates sug-
gesting daily losses of around 
Rs 2,400 crore. Earlier, Shar-
ma had said oil firms were los-
ing about Rs 20 per litre on 
petrol and nearly Rs 100 per 
litre on diesel.

Global oil surge 
adds to concerns 
Global crude prices have 
surged sharply over the past 
two months, rising more than 
50 per cent amid tensions in 
West Asia. Prices spiked after 
US and Israeli strikes on Iran 
on February 28 and Tehran’s 
retaliation, which disrupted 
movement through the Strait 
of Hormuz, a key route that 
handles nearly a fifth of the 
world’s oil trade. Crude, which 
was around USD 70 per barrel 
last year, has averaged over 
USD 114 this month.

Prices frozen for 4 years 
Despite the surge, retail fuel 
prices here have remained un-
changed since early April 2022. 
Petrol currently costs Rs 94.77 
per litre in Delhi, while diesel is 
priced at Rs 87.67. While oil 
companies earlier balanced loss-
es with profits during periods of 
lower crude prices, the current 
gap between global and domes-
tic rates has widened sharply.

Airline industry on verge 
of 'stopping operations'

NEW DELHI
 

Warning that the country's 
aviation industry is under 
"extreme stress and on the 
verge of closing down 
or of stopping its 
operations", the 
Federation of 
Indian Air-
lines (FIA) 
has written to 
the government seek-
ing revision of ATF pric-
ing and temporary suspen-
sion of excise duty on jet 
fuel for domestic opera-
tions.

The FIA, which rep-
resents Air India, IndiGo 

and SpiceJet, said the 
"dire condition" of the avi-
ation industry has also 
been exacerbated by the 

West Asia crisis, which 
has led to air space 

closures leading 
to additional ex-
penses.

Seeking ur-
gent intervention 

on the current 
Aviation Turbine 

Fuel (ATF) ad hoc pric-
ing, it said this is "creating 
severe imbalance" in do-
mestic and international 
operations and rendering 
airline networks unviable 
and unsustainable.

Iran in a state of collapse: Trump 
WASHINGTON 

 
US President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday said 
Iran is in a “State of Col-
lapse,” while claiming 
that Tehran has asked 
Washington to reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Trump also reiterated 
that Iran was facing a 
leadership crisis.

“Iran has just informed 
us that they are in a 
‘State of Collapse.’ They 
want us to ‘Open the 
Hormuz Strait,’ as soon 

as possible, as they try to 
figure out their leader-
ship situation,” Trump 
wrote on Truth Social.

Efforts to end the West 
Asia conflict appeared 
stalled on Tuesday, with 
the United States saying 
it is considering Tehran’s 
latest proposal to unblock 
the Strait of Hormuz, 
even as Iran insisted 
Washington could no 
longer dictate terms.

Iran has blockaded the 
strategic waterway, a vi-
tal route for global oil 

and gas shipments, since 
the start of the US-Israeli 
offensive two months 
ago, sending shockwaves 
through the global econ-
omy.

BJP SWEEPS Gujarat 
local body elections

AHMEDABAD 
 

The BJP has orchestrated a 
near-total sweep of Gujarat's 
urban landscape, securing con-
trol over all 15 municipal cor-
porations in a powerful display 
of electoral dominance, while 
Congress has suffered a sharp 
collapse and AAP managed 
only scattered, symbolic gains. 

The results from the 2026 
local body polls confirm that 
the "saffron wave" has not only 
held steady but intensified in 
key urban centres, leaving the 
Opposition with negligible 
presence in the state's major city 
councils. The verdict has turned 
into a massive saffron score-
board, with the BJP storming 
cities, towns and villages in a 
display of organisational mus-
cle that has left rivals strug-
gling for space. The outcome 
is being seen as the first major 
political signal ahead of the 
2027 Assembly polls.

The counting held on Tues-
day covered one of Gujarat’s 
biggest democratic exercises, 
including 15 municipal corpo-
rations, 84 municipalities, 34 
district panchayats and 260 
taluk panchayats. Of the 10,050 
total seats, 732 had already been 
won unopposed, while the re-
maining seats produced a de-
cisive verdict. The biggest 
headline came from urban 
Gujarat, where the BJP script-
ed a clean sweep by capturing 
all 15 municipal corporations.

Saffron party wins all 15 
municipal corporations, 

AAP Surat stronghold falls

KSEC denies seeking deferral of GBA polls
BENGALURU: The Karnataka State Election Commis-
sion (KSEC) has clarified that it has not sought any post-
ponement or extension of time for conducting the GBA 
elections, amid speculation over a possible delay in the 
poll process. In a statement issued on Tuesday, it stated 
that it had never requested deferment of the polls and 
remained fully prepared to conduct it as scheduled. 
The clarification comes in the wake of proceedings be-
fore the Supreme Court, where an affidavit related to the 
GBA polls was recently submitted by the Commission. 
As per officials, the affidavit only explained the pre-
paratory measures undertaken for the elections and 
did not contain any request seeking additional time.

I would like to applaud the 
large family of Gujarat BJP 

Karyakartas for their efforts 
at the grassroots. They have 

always worked among the 
people and addressed their 

problems. This is why our 
Party has time and again 

been the preferred 
 choice of Gujarat.
—Narendra Modi, PM

India set to receive 4th unit of 
S-400 missile systems early May
NEW DELHI 

 
India is set to receive the 
fourth unit of the S-400 Tri-
umf surface-to-air missile 
system from Russia in the 
first part of May, as per re-
ports.

It is expected to further en-
hance the Indian Air Force's 
air defence mechanism.

Last month, New Delhi 
cleared the procurement of a 
new batch of five S-400 mis-
sile systems deployed by Rus-
sia, which will take the total 
number to 10.

It is reported that the fourth 
unit of the missile system has 
already been shipped and it is 
expected to reach India in the 
next few days.

In October 2018, India 
signed a $5 billion deal with 
Russia to procure five units of 
the missile systems and three 
of them have already been de-
livered.

Reports said the fifth unit 
of the missile will be deliv-
ered by November under an 
updated timeline for supply-
ing the weapon system.

The S-400 missile systems 

played a crucial role during 
Operation Sindoor.

India had signed the deal 
for procurement of the S-400 
missiles over seven years 
back notwithstanding a warn-
ing by the US that going 
ahead with the contract may 
invite US sanctions under the 
provisions of Countering 
Amer ica ' s  Adversa r i e s 
Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA).

The S-400 is known as 
Russia's most advanced long-
range surface-to-air missile 
defence system.

Dawood aide Dola deported to India
DIPLOMATIC TRIUMPH

NEW DELHI
 

Salim Dola, an alleged key me-
phedrone producer and close 
associate of fugitive 
don Dawood Ibra-
him, who was de-
tained in Turkey, 
was brought to India 
on Tuesday morning.

The 59-year-old 
landed at Delhi Air-
port and was taken 
into custody by the 
Delhi Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB).

A Delhi NCB offi-
cer said they will first 
interrogate Dola and 
then hand him over to 
various states, includ-
ing Maharashtra and 
Gujarat, where cases 
are registered against 
him. Dola was de-
tained by the Turkish 
Intelligence Agency 
and the Beylikduzu po-
lice on Saturday, following 
inputs from India’s agencies. 

Local police tracked him to 

a residential hideout 
in the city's Beylik-
duzu.

The CBI facilitated 
his extradition from 
Turkey. Interpol had 
issued a Red Corner 
Notice against Dola 
on the CBI’s request, 
as the Mumbai police 
and the NCB wanted 
him in various cases. A 
resident of Dongri, the 
same Mumbai neigh-
bourhood that shaped 

much of organised 
crime in India, Dola has been on 
the radar of narcotics agencies 
for nearly three decades.

Key points
n �He was arrested in Turkiye 

based on an Interpol Red 
Notice issued at India’s plea.

n �The extradition is part of 
‘Operation Global-Hunt’, 
targeting international drug 
syndicates by the Centre.

n �Dola is wanted in India for 
multiple narcotics traffick-
ing cases and has ties to 
Dawood Ibrahim.

n �Salim Dola’s criminal  
history includes involvement 
in high-value seizures  
of heroin, charas, and 
other drugs.

Under Modi govern-
ment’s mission to 
ruthlessly smash 

drug cartels, our an-
ti-narcotics agencies 
have extended their 
claws across borders 

through a robust 
network of global 
agencies. Now, no 
matter where they 

hide, no place is safe 
for drug kingpins. 
Dola was brought 

from Turkiye under 
‘Operation Glob-

al-Hunt’.
Amit Shah, HM

“

Pahalgam-like 
attack in Mumbai: 
Man stabs 2 after 

asking religion
MUMBAI

 
A man has been arrested in 
Mumbai's Naya Nagar area for 
allegedly asking two security 
guards their religion before 
stabbing them. Police sources 
said the accused, Zaib Zuber 
Ansari (31), demanded the 
guards recite the 'kalma' or 'ka-
lima', which are the foundation-
al doctrines of Islam. The 
guards - Rajkumar Mishra 
and Subroto Sen - were at an 
under-construction building 
behind Wockhardt Hospital 
when Ansari reportedly con-
fronted and attacked them in 
the early hours of Monday. 
Both suffered serious injuries 
and are under treatment. 

Edu dept bars 
'obscene songs' 

for school events
BENGALURU 

 
The Department of School 
Education has restricted chil-
dren from dancing to obscene 
songs during the school annu-
al day and any other cultural 
events organised by the 
schools. In a circular, the Di-
rector of Primary Education 
has directed the schools 
across the state, including pri-
vate ones, to take necessary 
measures and ensure that chil-
dren will not dance to any 
obscene songs. "In case of 
any schools found allowing 
children to dance to the ob-
scene of songs, then action 
will be initiated against the 
Head of the schools and also 
against the management of 
the school," reads the circular.
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Yatnal targets Yediyurappa over felicitation event
VIJAYAPURA

 
Expelled BJP MLA Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal on Tuesday 
launched a strong attack on 
former Chief Minister B. S. 
Yediyurappa, criticising the 
preparations for a proposed 
felicitation programme in 
Chitradurga.

Speaking to reporters in Vi-
jayapura, Yatnal mocked the 
“Abhimanotsava” scheduled 
for May 9, which is being or-
ganised to honour Yediyurap-
pa’s long political career. He 
also took a dig at B. Y. Vijay-
endra, who recently per-

formed the Bhoomi Puja for 
the event, questioning the 
choice of leaders involved in 
the ceremony.

Yatnal sarcastically re-
marked that the event ap-

peared to be turning into a 
political message rather than 
a simple felicitation. He al-
leged that it is being used to 
project leadership within the 
BJP and influence community 

sentiments,  particularly 
among the Lingayat commu-
nity.He further accused Yedi-
yurappa of pressuring the BJP 
central leadership to secure 
the state party president post 
for his son Vijayendra. Ac-
cording to Yatnal, there were 
internal demands that Vijay-
endra should either continue 
as state president or be pro-
jected as a Chief Ministerial 
candidate, failing which the 
party could face weakening in 
Karnataka.Highlighting his 
own political background, 
Yatnal said he built his career 
through grassroots work and 

independent efforts. He also 
reiterated his plan to form a 
new political party, claiming 
that several leaders are urging 
him not to go ahead with the 
move.He added that after the 
summer season, a large Hindu 
convention would be organ-
ised in either Davanagere or 
Chitradurga, where he is like-
ly to formally announce his 
new political outfit.

The remarks have added 
further tension within Karna-
taka BJP circles, already wit-
nessing internal differences 
over leadership and organisa-
tional roles.

YATNAL ATTACKS YEDIYURAPPA

QUICK READ

MGNREGA worker dies 
suspected heatstroke 

during lake work

Farmers demand urgent 
repair of Ingaleshwar–

Bisanal road

VHP leader urges action, 
investigation into alleged 

“love jihad” cases

Raichur
A 50-year-old labourer, 
Husenappa, died due to 

suspected heatstroke 
while working under the 

Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA) in Yapaladinni village 
of Raichur taluk. The inci-

dent occurred around 
noon when he was en-
gaged in tank develop-

ment work at Rallakunta 
lake, where desilting and 

related activities had 
been underway for the 

past four days. Villagers 
said he suddenly col-

lapsed at the work site 
amid intense summer 

heat conditions. Despite 
immediate attention 

from co-workers, he is 
believed to have died on 

the spot. 

Vijayapur
Farmers in Basavana 
Bagewadi taluk of Vi-

jayapur district have de-
manded immediate repair 
of the badly damaged In-
galeshwar–Bisanal road, 

saying it has become 
nearly unmotorable and is 

causing major hardship. 
Karnataka Farmers’ Asso-

ciation leaders said the 
stretch, linking the birth-

place of Basavanna, turns 
into a slushy path during 
rains, affecting villagers, 
students, and commut-

ers. They accused author-
ities of negligence and 
confusion over depart-

mental responsibility de-
spite repeated com-

plaints. Farmers warned 
that continued delay in 
restoration work would 

lead to a strong agitation 
in the coming days. 

Bidar
A Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) leader Basavaraj 
has called for strict ac-

tion and detailed investi-
gation into what he de-
scribed as alleged cases 
of “love jihad.” Speaking 

on behalf of VHP and Ba-
jrang Dal, he claimed that 
some individuals are be-

ing misled and raised 
concerns about women’s 
safety. He urged authori-
ties to conduct thorough 

inquiries and, if neces-
sary, involve agencies 

such as the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
for deeper investigation. 
He appealed to the Cen-
tral government, includ-

ing the Prime Minister, 
Union Home Minister, 

and the President, to ad-
dress the issue seriously 
and ensure legal action 

against those found 
guilty. 

High command to decide 
leadership, says Parameshwara

Karnataka Home Minister Parameshwara says high command will decide leadership issues, 
dismisses CM change speculation.

KALABURAGI
 

Karnataka Home Minister G. 
Parameshwara on Tuesday 
said that any discussion re-
garding a change in Chief 
Ministership will be decided 
by the party high command at 
the appropriate time, and 
there is no internal confusion 
within the ruling party.Speak-
ing to reporters in Kalaburagi, 
Parameshwara dismissed 
speculation about a leadership 
tussle, stating that such re-
ports were being created by 

media circles. He clarified 
that there is no crisis or dis-
agreement within the party 
leadership and that all mem-
bers are focused on imple-
menting government pro-
grammes.He said the party’s 
central leadership would take 
the final decision whenever 
required. “The high command 
will answer everything. We 
are working together to serve 
the people as promised,” he 
said, adding that there is no 
need for speculation.Re-
sponding to reports about his 

visit to Delhi, he said he is not 
travelling there at present. He 
also rejected claims of a pow-
er struggle, calling them base-

less.On the demand for a Dal-
it Chief Minister, Paramesh-
wara said such opinions re-
flect public emotions and trust 
in leaders. He reiterated that 
the party high command will 
consider all viewpoints before 
taking any decision.

He also commented on in-
ternal discussions regarding 
Deputy Chief Minister D. K. 
Shivakumar, saying all lead-
ers will abide by the party’s 
decision. “Every Congress-
man respects the high com-
mand’s decision,” he noted.

Parameshwara further said 
that the government is fo-
cused on implementing its 
budgetary commitments, in-
cluding large-scale develop-
ment programmes. He men-
tioned that schemes worth 
around ₹4 lakh crore are be-
ing executed.

He avoided direct comment 
on Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s statement about com-
pleting a full five-year term, 
stating that leadership matters 
are best left to the party’s cen-
tral leadership.

Rahim Khan denies leadership confusion, 
highlights Janaspandana initiative

BIDAR
 

Karnataka Minister for Mu-
nicipal Administration Rahim 
Khan on Tuesday dismissed 
allegations of leadership con-
fusion within the state gov-
ernment, stating that adminis-
tration is functioning smooth-
ly with full coordination 
among officials.

He was speaking during the 
Janaspandana public griev-
ance programme held at Ma-
ligon Circle in Bidar, where 
citizens from various parts of 
the district gathered to present 
their issues directly before se-
nior officials and ministers.

Khan said the initiative is 
aimed at bridging the gap be-
tween the public and the ad-
ministration by bringing gov-
ernment officials closer to 
citizens. He noted that dis-

trict-level officers, including 
the Deputy Commissioner 
and heads of nearly 40 depart-
ments, were present at a sin-
gle venue from morning to 
evening to receive grievances.

He added that people from 
rural areas often struggle to 
access government offices, 
and such programmes allow 
them to directly interact with 
officials without difficulty. 
According to him, this ap-

proach improves transparency 
and accountability in gover-
nance.

The minister highlighted 
that for the first time, senior 
officials and ministers have 
come together in one place to 
listen to public concerns in a 
structured manner. Issues 
raised during the programme 
included drinking water short-
ages, agricultural land dis-
putes, electricity supply prob-

lems, and other local civic 
concerns.

Khan assured that all com-
plaints would be reviewed 
carefully, compiled into a de-
tailed report, and followed up 
with necessary action by the 
concerned departments.

He also said that a larger 
governance programme is be-
ing planned over the next 
three years, with important 
decisions expected at the 
high-command level.

Responding to questions 
about alleged internal confu-
sion affecting governance, the 
minister strongly denied the 
claims, calling them baseless 
and politically motivated. He 
reiterated that the coordinated 
functioning of officials during 
the programme reflects the 
government’s stable and effi-
cient administration.

Rahim Khan denies 
leadership confusion, 

says Bidar 
Janaspandana 

programme shows 
smooth governance and 

coordinated 
administrative 

functioning in Karnataka 
government.

56,834  GOVT POSTS 
TO BE FILLED SOON
KALABURAGI

 
Karnataka Home Minister Dr. 
G. Parameshwara on Tuesday 
announced that a notification 
will be issued within a week 
to recruit 56,834 vacant posts 
across various government 
departments in the state.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the Intelligent Traffic Man-
agement System (ITMS) cen-
tre and handing over new ve-
hicles under Kalyana Karna-
taka Regional Development 
Board (KKRDB) funding at 
the Police Commissioner’s 
office in Kalaburagi, he said 
the delay in recruitment was 
due to issues related to inter-
nal reservation, which have 
now been resolved.

He stated that the Cabinet 
has already approved the 
large-scale recruitment pro-
cess. Of the total vacancies, 
8,000 posts will be filled for 
police constables and 600 for 
Police Sub-Inspectors (PSIs). 
He also mentioned that after 
earlier irregularities in the PSI 
recruitment process involving 
545 posts, the process was 
paused and later restarted. So 

far, 402 PSIs have completed 
recruitment and training, 
bringing the total newly in-
ducted sub-inspectors to 947.

The minister highlighted 
infrastructure development 
under KKRDB funding, in-
cluding modern traffic man-
agement systems and new 
vehicles. He added that ₹50 cr 
was previously allocated, and 
a fresh proposal of ₹100 crore 
has been submitted. Addition-
ally, 72 residential quarters 
have been constructed for po-
lice personnel, with plans to 
provide housing to 80% of 
staff by 2030.

Addressing the Bidar ATM 
robbery case, he said the ac-
cused are believed to have 
fled abroad but will be arrest-
ed soon. He also emphasized 
improvements in policing, 
including cybercrime control 
measures and appointment of 
a dedicated DGP, noting a de-
cline in cybercrime cases 
from 24,000 in 2024 to about 
14,000 in 2025.

He added that approval has 
been given for 12 new police 
stations, and several officials 
were present at the event.

Priyank Kharge clarifies ST certificate issuance for Talwar 
community, cites official data and verification process in Kalaburagi.

Kalaburagi ST certificate 
issue follows Govt guidelines
KALABURAGI

 
Kalyana Karnataka District 
In-charge Minister Priyank 
Kharge has clarified the ongo-
ing confusion regarding the 
issuance of Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) caste certificates to 
members of the Talwar com-
munity, stating that the pro-
cess is being carried out 
strictly as per government 
rules and guidelines.

He said the matter was dis-
cussed in detail in a meeting 
chaired by the Chief Minister 
during the Belagavi session, 
followed by three additional 
review meetings in Bengaluru. 
After four rounds of discus-
sions, clear instructions were 

issued to the concerned depart-
ments to ensure that eligible 
applicants receive ST certifi-
cates in accordance with the 
rules.Kharge also stated that 
consultations were held with 
community leaders and social 
activists before finalizing the 
government order, to ensure 
transparency and fairness in 
the decision-making process.

Providing official data, he said 
that from January 1, 2023 to 
date, a total of 14,282 individ-
uals from Nayakda, Talwar, 
and related communities in 
Kalaburagi district have been 
issued ST caste certificates. In 
the same period, 1,624 people 
were issued certificates under 
the Talwar-Boya Category-1 
classification. 

KPRS condemns farmers’ arrests in Ballari protest
YADGIR

 
The Karnataka Prantha Raitha 
Sangha (KPRS) has strongly 
condemned the arrest of 
hundreds of farmers, includ-
ing women, during a protest 
held in Kudithini village of 

Ballari district, terming the 
action as unjustified and an 
attempt to suppress farmers’ 
rights.In a press statement 
issued at Shahapur, KPRS 
General Secretary Yashwant 
T alleged that the detained 
farmers were protesting 

against the alleged irregular 
sale of land originally ac-
quired by the Karnataka In-
dustrial Areas Development 
Board (KIADB) in 2012 for 
the ArcelorMittal project, 
which was later reportedly 
transferred to JSW Steel.

Police must serve with 
compassion, says Parameshwara

KALABURAGI
 

Karnataka Home Minister Dr. 
G. Parameshwara on Tuesday 
called upon police personnel 
to uphold strong service val-
ues and work with compas-
sion to deliver justice, stating 
that policing is a responsibil-
ity beyond earning a salary.

He was speaking after re-
ceiving the ceremonial salute 
at the passing-out parade of 
PSI trainees held at the Mad-
hukar Shetty parade ground of 
the Police Training College at 
Naganahalli on the outskirts 
of Kalaburagi. The event 
marked the completion of 
training for the 13th batch of 
Civil PSI trainees, 12th batch 

of RSI/Special RSI, and 6th 
batch of KSISF PSI trainees.

Addressing the gathering, 
t he  min i s t e r  s a id  t he 
long-pending issue of internal 
reservation among Scheduled 
Castes has been resolved, and 
the recruitment process for 
nearly 8,000 police personnel 
and officers will be resumed 
soon.Describing the khaki 
uniform as a symbol of hon-
our and responsibility, he 
urged trainees to serve society 
with empathy. “Police service 
is not just a job for salary. It is 
about wiping the tears of the 
distressed and ensuring jus-
tice,” he said, adding that the 
force must help bring margin-
alized communities, including 

SC/STs and minorities, into 
the mainstream.

He highlighted several re-
forms introduced in the police 
department, including the 
‘Mane Manege Police’ initia-
tive, under which officers vis-
it households to build public 
trust. He said law and order in 
the state remains stable, with 
police successfully handling 
serious crimes.The minister 
also noted the use of modern 
technology such as drones, 
CCTV systems, and body 
cameras to improve efficien-
cy. He said cybercrime cases 
have reduced significantly 
from 24,000 in 2024 to 
14,000 in 2025 due to im-
proved policing strategies.

SC/ST Commission promises 
strict action on grievances

VIJAYAPURA
 

Chairman of the Karnataka 
State Commission for Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes, Dr. L. Murthy, on 
Tuesday assured that strict 
measures will be taken to ad-
dress the issues faced by SC 
and ST communities across 
Karnataka.He was presiding 
over a grievance redressal 
meeting held at the Zilla Pan-
chayat hall in Vijayapura, 
where representatives of var-
ious SC/ST organisations pre-
sented their concerns before 
the Commission. The meeting 

focused on key issues affect-
ing the community, including 
land disputes, atrocity cases, 
fake caste certificates, and de-
lays in welfare benefits.

Dr. Murthy said the Com-
mission is committed to lis-
tening to grievances seriously 
and ensuring timely justice. 
He directed officials to work 
in coordination with the Com-
mission and take immediate 
steps to resolve pending cas-
es. He also stressed the im-
portance of reviewing delayed 
cases so that beneficiaries re-
ceive justice without further 
delay.

Samyukta Kisan 
Morcha 

demands full 
farm loan waiver
BIDAR

 
The district unit of the 
Samyukta Kisan Morcha has 
urged the Karnataka govern-
ment to announce a complete 
loan waiver for farmers, citing 
increasing financial distress in 
the agricultural sector.Repre-
sentatives of the organisation 
submitted a memorandum ad-
dressed to Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah through Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Shiva-
nand Karale on Tuesday. The 
farmers highlighted that many 
cultivators in Bidar district had 
invested in the Bidar Coopera-
tive Sugar Factory near Hal-
likhed (B), which has remained 
closed for the past two years 
without government approval. 

Lightning damages 
temple pillar in 
Ukkali village

VIJAYAPUR
 

A lightning strike damaged the 
Amoghasiddeshwara Temple 
in Ukkali village of Basavana 
Bagewadi taluk in Vijayapura 
district during heavy rainfall. 
The strike hit the temple’s mal-
agamba (pillar), causing it to 
shatter and collapse, leading to 
significant structural damage. 
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Grand Huligamma Devi Jatra preparations in full swing
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

 
Preparations are in full swing 
for the grand annual Jatra Ma-
hotsav of Sri Huligemma 
Devi Temple, with authorities 
assuring complete arrange-
ments for lakhs of devotees 
expected to attend the festi-
val.

Koppal MP K. Rajasekhara 
Hitnala said all necessary fa-
cilities are being put in place 
to ensure a smooth and com-
fortable experience for visi-
tors. He was speaking at a 
press conference held at the 
office of the Sri Huligemma 
Devi Kshetra Development 
Authority.

The Jatra Mahotsav will be 
held from May 2 to May 14, 
with celebrations continuing 

for nearly a month. Devotees 
from across Karnataka, as 
well as neighboring states like 
Andhra Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra, are expected to partic-
ipate in large numbers. 

Officials estimate that over 
30 lakh devotees may visit the 
temple this year, surpassing 

last year’s turnout of around 
28 lakh.

Authorities have planned 
extensive arrangements in-
cluding clean drinking water, 
temporary toilets, parking fa-
cilities, and free transport ser-
vices for devotees. Special 
darshan systems and crowd 

management measures will 
also be implemented to avoid 
inconvenience.

A month-long Maha Daso-
ha programme will be organ-
ised from May 2, providing 
free meals and prasadam to 
all devotees. 

Temporary medical camps, 
ambulances, and fire safety 
units will be deployed to han-
dle emergencies. Additional 
police personnel and CCTV 
surveillance will be in place 
to ensure security.

Officials said efforts are be-
ing made to improve water 
supply, with a proposal sub-
mitted to provide 7 MLD of 
water during the festival peri-
od.

Several development works 
are also underway at the tem-

ple site, including construc-
tion of residential complexes, 
new temple structures, sanita-
tion facilities, and improved 
drainage systems. 

These projects aim to en-
hance infrastructure for future 
events and pilgrim conve-
nience.

The MP appealed to devo-
tees to participate in large 
numbers and contribute gen-
erously towards temple devel-
opment and Maha Dasoha 
activities.

Officials and members of 
the development authority 
were present during the press 
meet and expressed confi-
dence that this year’s Jatra 
Mahotsav will be conducted 
in a well-organised and grand 
manner.

RELIGIOUS FAIR PREPARATIONS

QUICK READ
Farmers can challenge 
rejected crop insurance 

claims

Gadag mandates shop 
registration under 

state law

Koppal to host 
Government 

Employees Day event

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
Farmers in Koppal can file 
objections against reject-
ed crop insurance propos-

als under the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

for 2024-25 monsoon, 
winter and summer sea-
sons. Rejections occurred 

due to mismatch be-
tween crop survey data 

and registration details. In 
Koppal taluk, 1,630 spring, 
754 winter and 8 summer 
applications were reject-
ed. Affected farmers may 

submit objections with 
supporting documents by 
May 12 at the Farmer Con-

tact Center or Assistant 
Director of Agriculture of-

fice. Crop details must 
match RTC records. Offi-
cials said valid cases will 

be reconsidered as per 
guidelines and farmers 
can contact offices for 
further assistance and 

clarification.

CH NEWS, GADAG
All shops and commercial 

establishments under 
Gadag Betageri Municipal 
Corporation must register 

under the Karnataka 
Shops and Commercial 
Establishments Act 1961 
and Rules 1963. Owners, 
including those with or 

without workers, should 
apply online through the 

state e-Labour portal 
with required documents 
and fees to obtain regis-

tration certificates. Those 
already registered must 
also ensure compliance 
through the system. La-
bour Inspector Umesh S 

Hullanna warned that 
failure to register or viola-
tions will attract legal ac-
tion. Authorities urged all 
business owners and en-
trepreneurs in the city to 

complete the process 
promptly and follow rules 
to avoid penalties and en-
sure smooth operations.

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
District Administration, Zil-
la Panchayat and Karnata-
ka State Government Em-

ployees Association will 
celebrate State Govern-

ment Employees Day and 
hold a district-level best 
service award ceremony 

on April 30 at 10:30 am in 
the District Administration 
Bhavan auditorium. Minis-

ter Thangadagi Shivraja 
Sangappa will inaugurate 
the event. Several leaders 
including MLAs, MPs and 
officials will attend, while 

MLA K Raghavendra Hitna 
will preside. Awards will 
honor dedicated govern-

ment staff for their service. 
Senior district officials and 
employees are expected to 

participate, highlighting 
achievements and encour-
aging better public service.

DC orders surprise raids 
to stop drug abuse

SP Dipan reported 14 arrested in 8 supply cases with seized ganja I1,49,500 
and 112 arrested in consumption cases

CH NEWS, KARWAR
 

K. Lakshmipriya instructed 
officials to conduct surprise 
inspections in homestays and 
resorts to prevent drug use 
and illegal supply in the dis-
trict. She gave the direction 
while chairing the Encord 
Committee meeting held at 
the District Collector’s office 
hall on Tuesday.

She expressed concern that 
many young people aged be-
tween 18 and 35 are falling 
into drug addiction, with sev-
eral cases already registered 
in the district police records. 
She said drug abuse is spread-
ing among college students 
and directed authorities to in-
crease awareness programs on 
the harmful effects of drugs in 
educational institutions. She 

also instructed that all medi-
cal shops must strictly avoid 
selling medicines without a 
doctor’s prescription card. 
The District Drug Controller 
was asked to install awareness 
posters in pharmacies and 
take strict action against 
shops that violate rules. She 
directed the police department 
to spread awareness about the 

“Drug Free Karnataka” mo-
bile application, which pro-
vides information on drug-re-
lated complaints and enforce-
ment activities. She also or-
dered all committee members 
to submit monthly reports on 
inspection progress.

Superintendent of Police 
Dipan M N informed that in 
2026 so far, 14 people have 

been arrested in 8 drug supply 
cases, with ganja worth 
₹1,49,500 seized. In addition, 
112 people have been arrested 
in 97 cases of drug consump-
tion.

Officials from the police, 
health, education, port and 
fisheries departments attended 
the meeting. The Collector 
stressed coordinated efforts 
between departments to 
strengthen enforcement and 
protect youth from drug 
abuse. She said strict monitor-
ing and regular checks are 
necessary to ensure a drug-
free district and warned that 
negligence will not be tolerat-
ed in implementing these 
safety measures across Uttara 
Kannada region immediately 
and effectively for public  
welfare.

Gadag launches 
mission to digitize 

ancient manuscripts
CH NEWS, GADAG

 
C. N. Sridhar said a major ini-
tiative has been launched to 
preserve and digitize centu-
ries old manuscripts under the 
central government’s Jnana 
Bharatham Mission. He 
chaired a meeting at the Col-
lector’s office on Monday to 
review steps for protecting 
cultural heritage using mod-
ern technology. He said the 
project aims to safeguard 
handwritten texts documents 
and manuscripts by digitizing 
them and uploading details 
to a national mobile ap-
plication. This will 
help create a central 
database and make 
valuable knowledge 
accessible to the 
public. He said the 
state plans to survey 
preserve translate and pub-
lish rare manuscripts to en-
sure they are available for 
future generations. 

Assistant Director of Tour-
ism Kotreshwar Vibhuti said 
a statewide survey has begun 
and committees have been 
formed at state and district 
levels to carry out the work 
effectively. The district com-
mittee led by the collector 
includes officials experts and 
representatives from institu-
tions. They will identify man-
uscripts in libraries temples 
monasteries educational insti-
tutions and private collec-
tions. 

They will also support doc-
umentation cataloging and 
awareness activities among 

local communities. Officials 
discussed survey methods co-
ordination monitoring and 
ethical guidelines during the 

meeting. The initiative 
aims to protect Karna-
taka’s rich cultural 
heritage and ensure 
i t s  p r o p e r  u s e 
through technology 

driven preservation 
efforts. Other officials 

including Gangappa Rajara-
ma Pawar Srinivasamurthy 
Kulkarni and academic repre-
sentatives attended the meet-
ing and shared inputs on im-
plementation. 

The collector stressed time-
ly progress and coordination 
among departments to suc-
cessfully complete the proj-
ect. 

He said the mission will 
help preserve history lan-
guage and traditional knowl-
edge systems while making 
them accessible through digi-
tal platforms for researchers 
students and the general pub-
lic across the country in com-
ing years ahead ensuring cul-
tural continuity and knowl-
edge preservation effectively.

Officials discussed survey 
methods, coordination, 

monitoring, and ethics for 
preserving Karnataka’s 
cultural heritage using 
technology. Collector 

urged timely progress and 
inter-departmental 

cooperation.

RTI act strengthens democracy, 
says Commissioner Channal

Channal said the commission cleared about 40,000 duplicate appeal 
cases last year, marking significant progress and achievement

CH NEWS, BELAGAVI
 

State Information Commis-
sioner Prakash Narayan 
Channal of the Karnataka In-
formation Commission’s Be-
lagavi Bench said that the 
Right to Information 
(RTI) Act is a strong 
pillar of democracy 
and a powerful tool 
for citizens.

Speaking at an of-
ficial event, he said 
the RTI Act, which 
came into force on October 
12, 2005, was introduced to 
make government informa-
tion easily accessible to the 
public. He noted that Karna-
taka was the first state in the 

country to implement this 
law. Channal highlighted that 
the commission has made sig-
nificant progress in handling 
cases. In the past year alone, 
about 40,000 duplicate appeal 

cases have been cleared, 
which is considered a 

major achievement.
H e  s a i d  t h a t 

around 40 to 60 cas-
es are being heard 
daily through both 

online and offline 
modes at the Belagavi 

Bench. Special attention is 
being given to applications 
from rural areas, especially 
those related to basic issues 
like drinking water, roads, 
electricity, sanitation, and 

health services.
The commissioner also stat-

ed that strict action is being 
taken against officials who 
fail to provide information. 
This includes disciplinary 
measures, fines, and compen-
sation orders based on inquiry 
reports.

Due to the increasing num-
ber of applications, the com-
mission has planned to dis-
pose of around 6,000 to 7,000 
cases every year. Efforts will 
also be made to handle cases 
district-wise for faster resolu-
tion.

Officials said the initiative 
will improve transparency 
and ensure timely justice for 
citizens.

PUC exam to be 
held under 

strict vigilance: 
Dr. Nagaraja

CH NEWS, HAVERI
 

Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Nagaraja L has directed offi-
cials to conduct the Second 
PUC Examination-2 in a 
transparent and systematic 
manner across the district.

Chairing a preparatory 
meeting at the District Col-
lector’s office, he said the 
exams will be held from 
April 30 to May 13 at seven 
centres, with 6,230 students 
appearing. He stressed the 
need to maintain confidenti-
ality and strictly follow all 
examination guidelines.

Officials, supervisors, and 
invigilators have been in-
structed to work in coordina-
tion and ensure there are no 
lapses in duty. He empha-
sized creating a safe and dis-
ciplined environment so that 
students can write exams 
without fear.

A three-member commit-
tee, including the Tahsildar, 
Field Education Officer, and 
Principal, has been formed in 
each taluk to handle question 
paper distribution. GPS 
tracking is mandatory for ve-
hicles transporting question 
papers.

The Deputy Commissioner 
directed authorities to ensure 
basic facilities such as clean 
rooms, proper seating, drink-
ing water, lighting, fans, and 
toilets at all centres. 

CCTV cameras must be 
functional, and all key pro-
cesses like opening and seal-
ing of papers should be re-
corded.

Police and health staff will 
be deployed at centres for se-
curity and emergency care. 
Electronic devices like mo-
bile phones and smart gad-
gets are strictly banned in-
side exam halls.

A 200-metre area around 
centres has been declared re-
stricted, and nearby photo-
copy and cyber shops will 
remain closed during exams.

Minister orders action 
to solve water issues

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
 

District in-charge Minis-
ter Shivraj Thangadagi 
has directed officials to 
take urgent steps to pre-
vent any shortage of 
drinking water across the 
district during summer.

He chaired a review 
meeting at the Collector-
ate office and assessed 
the current situation. Of-
ficials informed that the 
district has 153 gram 
panchayats and 722 vil-
lages, with water being 
supplied to 418 villages 
through various schemes. 
In about 30 villages fac-
ing shortages, water is 
being supplied through 
private borewells on con-
tract.

Authorities said there 
are over 2,300 govern-
ment and more than 
5,500 private borewells 
in the district. In urban 
areas, water supply is 
currently stable and ex-
pected to remain suffi-
cient till June.

The Minister instructed 
officials to regularly test 
water quality and ensure 
cleanliness of tanks, 
pipelines, and storage 
systems. He also stressed 
relocating pipelines near 
drains to avoid contami-

nation.
To address public con-

cerns, helplines have 
been set up at taluk and 
district levels. Officials 
reported that 192 com-
plaints related to water 
supply and maintenance 
have already been re-
ceived and resolved.

Tahsildars and Pancha-
yat officials have been 
told to respond quickly 
to any water or fod-
der-related issues. 

Regular review meet-
ings will be held at vil-
lage, taluk, and district 
levels to monitor the sit-
uation.

Nodal officers have 
been appointed for each 
assembly constituency to 
oversee implementation.

Officials confirmed 
that sufficient funds are 
available and there is no 
shortage of fodder at 
present, ensuring relief 
for both residents and 
farmers in the district.

GADAG HANDLOOM INSTITUTE SHAPES 
FUTURE WITH MODERN LEARNING

CH NEWS, GADAG
 

The Karnataka Institute of 
Handloom Technology at 
Narasapura in Gadag-Betageri 
is emerging as a leading edu-
cational centre that blends 
traditional handloom art with 
modern textile technology, 
creating new opportunities for 
rural and urban youth.

Established in 1994, the in-
stitute offers a three-year di-
ploma course in handloom 
and textile technology, focus-
ing on both technical skills 
and creative craftsmanship. It 
functions under the Develop-
ment Commissioner, Ministry 
of Textiles, Government of 
India, following national-lev-
el syllabus and examination 
standards.

The institute is one of only 
11 such specialised handloom 
technology institutions in In-
dia, with similar centres in 
cities like Salem, Varanasi, 

Jodhpur, Guwahati and Kan-
nur. Among them, the Gadag 
institute has gained recogni-
tion for its infrastructure and 
quality training.

Spread across 8.3 acres, the 
campus is equipped with 
modern laboratories including 
dyeing, printing, testing, han-
dloom, powerloom, Jacquard 
and Computer Aided Textile 
Designing (CATD) labs. 
Smart classrooms, e-library 
facilities and a well-stocked 
library support academic 
learning.

Student welfare has also 
been prioritised with hostel 
facilities for boys and govern-
ment accommodation for 
girls. Solar-powered systems 
provide clean drinking water 
and hot water for bathing, im-
proving living conditions on 
campus.

Admissions are open every 
year for SSLC, PUC science 
and ITI-qualified students, 

with age relaxations for SC/
ST candidates. Lateral entry is 
also available for eligible can-
didates from vocational and 
technical backgrounds. Stu-
dents receive a monthly sti-
pend of ₹2,500 during their 
course.

Principal Sumalatha S said 
the institute aims to make stu-
dents employable and self-re-
liant by combining traditional 
weaving skills with modern 
technology. She added that 
experienced instructors and 
advanced facilities help build 
strong career foundations for 
students.

Officials said the institute 
has already produced 23 
trained candidates since 2008 
who are now working in han-
dloom and textile departments 
across various districts of 
Karnataka.

The institute continues to 
strengthen its role as a model 
training centre.

Precautionary advisory issued to 
stay safe from lightning

CH NEWS, Karwar
 

Authorities have issued a pub-
lic precautionary advisory 
urging people to take safety 
measures during thunder-
storms and lightning, which 
are commonly seen during the 
pre-monsoon and monsoon 
seasons, especially in the af-
ternoon and evening.

Officials said people should 
first check weather updates 
and follow alerts sent through 
the Common Alerting Proto-
col (CAP) on mobile phones 
before stepping out. Outdoor 
activities such as farming, 
grazing cattle, fishing, boat-
ing, and unnecessary travel 
should be avoided during ad-
verse weather.

People have been advised 
not to take shelter under trees, 

electric poles, or metal struc-
tures, as these attract light-
ning. Instead, safe buildings 
should be used for shelter. 
Staying away from water bod-
ies like lakes and rivers is also 
strongly recommended.

In case of sudden lightning 
while outdoors, people should 
squat with feet together and 
cover their head and ears if no 
shelter is available. 

Those in vehicles should 
remain inside with windows 
closed.

Officials warned against us-
ing mobile phones, umbrellas 
with metal rods, and other 
metal objects during thunder-
storms. Contact with electri-
cal appliances, wires, and 
plumbing systems should also 
be avoided as lightning can 
travel through them.
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Officials urged to coordinate manuscript survey drive
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

 
 Dr. Suresh B. Itnal has direct-
ed officials to work in close 
coordination for the success-
ful implementation of the na-
tional manuscript survey un-
der the Gyan Bharatam Mis-
sion. He was speaking while 
chairing a district-level com-
mittee meeting held at the 
District Collector’s office on 
Tuesday, organised by the Ar-
chaeology and Tourism de-
partments.He said the manu-
script survey will continue 
from March to May 2026 and 
stressed that all departments 

involved must work together 
to complete the task within 
the given time frame. He add-
ed that proper coordination is 
essential for accurate data col-
lection and preservation of 
historical records.The Gyan 
Bharatam Mission aims to 
preserve and digitize ancient 
handwritten texts, manu-
scripts and historical docu-
ments across the country. He 
said the project will help pro-
tect India’s cultural heritage 
and make it  accessible 
through a single national dig-
ital platform. The initiative 
includes survey, conservation, 

digitisation, registration, crit-
ical editing and publication of 
manuscripts.He said informa-
tion will be uploaded through 
a mobile application devel-
oped by the central govern-
ment and stored in a national 
manuscript repository. He 
also instructed officials to cre-
ate awareness at the district 
level to ensure wider partici-
pation.He directed depart-
ments to identify manuscripts 
in libraries, temples, monas-
teries, educational institutions 
and private collections. He 
said officials must support 
documentation, cataloguing, 

field survey work and ensure 
regular progress reporting. He 
also stressed the need for both 
digital and manual surveys in 
areas lacking technological 
facilities.He added that the 

survey will help create a 
state-wise database and a 
GIS-based national manu-
script map, enabling better 
protection of rare and endan-
gered manuscripts.

GYAN BHARATAM MISSION 

QUICK READ

World Malaria Day 
observed in 
Chitradurga

Koppal imposes 
restrictions ahead of 

NEET exam

Preparatory Meeting 
Set for Mallamma 

Jayanti Celebrations

CH NEWS, Chitradurga
A public awareness pro-
gram was held at Ballala 
Samudra Primary Health 

Centre in Hosadurga taluk 
on Tuesday to mark 

World Malaria Day. Medi-
cal Officer Dr Pooja ex-
plained malaria symp-

toms and urged people to 
work towards a dis-

ease-free society, encour-
aging early action to stop 
the disease. Disease Con-
trol Programme Supervi-

sor Nagaraj shared de-
tailed preventive meas-

ures to reduce the spread 
of malaria. Field Health 
Education Officer Lali-

thamma educated villag-
ers on safety steps and 

hygiene practices. Health 
centre staff, ASHA work-

ers and local residents 
took part in the program, 

spreading awareness 
about prevention and 

public health safety in the 
area.

CH NEWS, Koppal
Strict prohibitory orders 

have been imposed 
around examination cen-

tres for the UG NEET 
2026 exam scheduled on 
May 3 from 2 pm to 5 pm. 

District Magistrate Dr. 
Suresh B Itnal has de-

clared a 200-meter re-
stricted zone around 10 

exam centres across Kop-
pal and Kukunoor taluks 
under Section 163 of the 
Indian Civil Safety Code 
2023. Shops like Xerox, 

STD, typing centres, and 
mobile use are banned in 

this area during exam 
time. Entry is allowed only 

for authorised staff and 
vigilance teams. Carrying 

weapons is prohibited. 
The order will not affect 

weddings, funerals or reli-
gious events, officials 

clarified in a statement.

Chitradurga
A preliminary meeting will 

be held on April 29 at 
10.30 am at the District 
Collector’s Office hall to 
plan the celebration of 

Shivasharan Mahasadhvi 
Hemareddy Mallamma 

Jayanti on May 10. 
Deputy Commissioner 
T Venkatesh will pre-
side over the meeting.
 District level officers 

and leaders of different 
communities will par-
ticipate and give sug-

gestions and guidance 
for the Jayanti celebra-

tions. 
Assistant Director of 
Kannada and Culture 

Department Dr B M Gu-
runath said prepara-

tions will ensure 
smooth and successful 

event organization. 
The meeting will help 
finalize arrangements 

and ensure grand cele-
bration of the Jayanti in 

Chitradurga city.

MLA orders steps to 
prevent rural water crisis

Officials urged inter-departmental coordination for water management, 
infrastructure maintenance, public cooperation, and responsible water usage

CH NEWS, BIDAR
 

Dr. Shailendra Beldale direct-
ed officials to take urgent 
steps to prevent drinking wa-
ter shortage in rural areas of 
Bidar Dakshina constituency 
during the summer season. He 
chaired a meeting with offi-
cers of all departments under 
Chi t taguppa  ta luk  and 
stressed the need for immedi-
ate action and coordination. 
He instructed officials to en-
sure that no village faces wa-
ter scarcity by taking precau-
tionary measures in advance. 

He said tanker supply 
should be arranged if re-
quired, borewells must be re-
paired quickly and new water 
sources should be identified 

without delay. He emphasized 
that water is essential for life 
and people should not suffer 
due to shortages during sum-
mer months. He also directed 
authorities to inspect all water 
sources and repair damaged 
pumps, motors and pipelines 
to maintain proper supply sys-
tems. Officials were told to 

work together across depart-
ments including gram pancha-
yats and taluk administration 
to handle the situation effec-
tively. He said only coordinat-
ed efforts can solve the issue 
and prevent hardship to the 
public. Along with water sup-
ply he also instructed officials 
to ensure basic infrastructure 

like roads is maintained prop-
erly in rural areas. He ap-
pealed to the public not to 
waste water and to use it care-
fully to reduce future shortag-
es. He said community coop-
eration is equally important in 
managing water resources. 

The meeting focused on 
preparedness and timely re-
sponse to avoid crisis situa-
tions in villages. Officials as-
sured that necessary steps will 
be taken immediately to im-
plement the directions and 
provide uninterrupted drink-
ing water supply across all 
affected areas in the constitu-
ency during peak summer 
conditions this year without 
fail ensuring relief to resi-
dents.

DC calls for 100% 
vaccination coverage
CH NEWS,CHIKKABALLAPURA

 
Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has instructed health de-
partment officials to achieve 
100 percent vaccination cov-
erage in the district in order to 
fully prevent measles and ru-
bella cases.He issued the di-
rections while reviewing the 
vaccination progress at a 
meeting held in the District 
Collector’s office hall on 
Tuesday.Officials informed 
the meeting that since January 
this year, 26 measles cases 
and one rubella case have 
been reported in the district. 
Blood samples from 205 sus-
pected cases were tested 
during this period, and 10 cas-
es were identified in the Man-
chenahalli area.The Deputy 
Commissioner noted that vac-
cination coverage in Shid-
laghatta and Manchenahalli 
urban areas was not adequate 
and stressed the need for im-
mediate improvement.Ac-
cording to the RCH portal, the 

district has achieved about 96 
percent vaccination coverage 
since April 2025. However, 
he directed officials to ensure 
that the remaining gap is 
closed and full coverage is 
achieved in the coming days.
He also instructed health offi-
cers at primary health centres 
and urban health centres to 
verify all vaccines, including 
polio and Indradhanush vac-
cines, and ensure proper ad-
ministration.He said vaccina-
tion should be given immedi-
ately after childbirth and must 
be clearly recorded in dis-
charge summaries and mother 
and child cards. 

Since January, 26 
measles and 1 rubella 

case reported. Officials 
noted 96% vaccination 

coverage, but gaps 
remain; DC ordered 

urgent improvement in 
Shidlaghatta, 

Manchenahalli

Mandya issues summer 
water safety instructions

District and taluk helplines activated for water complaints; citizens 
can contact 9480872005 or local helplines for assistance

CH NEWS, MANDYA
 

Nandini K. R. has issued 
strict instructions to officials 
to take precautionary mea-
sures to ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply in rural 
areas of Mandya district 
during the summer season. 
She chaired a video confer-
ence meeting at the Zilla Pan-
chayat Keshavan Hall on 
Monday and reviewed the 
preparedness of the Rural 
Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion Department.

She said around 289 villag-
es in the district are likely to 
face drinking water shortage 
this summer. As an immediate 
step, arrangements have al-
ready been made to supply 
water through private bore-
wells in 13 villages, while 

officials have been directed to 
take preventive measures in 
the remaining areas.

She instructed officers to 
act quickly if borewell water 
levels reduce by deepening 
borewells, adding extra pipe-
lines, providing electricity 
connections where needed, 
and repairing pumps and mo-
tors without delay. She also 
said all water sources, over-
head tanks, pump sets and 
borewells in Gram Panchayat 
limits must be regularly in-
spected to avoid breakdowns.

She added that tanker water 
supply has been arranged 
wherever necessary as an al-
ternative measure. Consider-
ing rising temperatures, she 
advised the public to avoid 
unnecessary outdoor activity 
in the afternoon, drink suffi-

cient water and stay in shaded 
areas. She also directed Gram 
Panchayats to spread aware-
ness about heat safety and 
water conservation.

District and taluk level 
helpline numbers have been 
activated for public com-
plaints regarding water issues. 
Citizens can contact the dis-
trict helpline 9480872005 or 
respective taluk helplines for 
immediate assistance.

She also instructed officials 
to hold weekly review meet-
ings and ensure coordination 
between departments. She 
urged Panchayat Develop-
ment Officers to encourage 
people to use water carefully 
and support conservation ef-
forts to manage the summer 
demand effectively across the 
district.

Minister 
Chaluvarayaswamy 

mourns MLA 
brother's sudden 

death 
MANDYA

 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Mandya district in-charge N. 
Chaluvarayaswamy expressed 
deep sorrow over the death of 
Malavalli MLA P.M. Naren-
draswamy's brother P.M. 
Parasivamurthy. He said Para-
sivamurthy was known for 
simplicity and decency and 
was active in social work. His 
death is an irreparable loss to 
the family and people of 
Malavalli.  The minister 
prayed for peace to the de-
parted soul and strength for 
the bereaved family. He also 
conveyed condolences to rel-
atives, supporters and resi-
dents sharing their grief. Issu-
ing a condolence message, he 
recalled that Parasivamurthy 
maintained close friendships 
with people across society 
and was always involved in 
community activities, making 
his presence felt.

Health officer warns 
against dangerous 

summer heat
CH NEWS,CHITRADURGA

 
The summer heat is rising day 
by day in Chitradurga district, 
making health officials alert 
the public about heat stroke. 
Area Health Education Offi-
cer B. Janaki spoke at an 
NCD Health Fair camp held 
in Indira Colony, Bharam-
sagar village, Chitradurga ta-
luk on Tuesday. She said it is 
important for everyone, espe-
cially children, elderly people 
and pregnant women, to stay 
safe during hot weather. She 
explained warning signs such 
as high body temperature, fe-
ver,  confusion,  s lurred 
speech, fainting, dizziness, 
dry skin, nausea, vomiting 
and fast breathing. She ad-
vised people to go to the near-
est hospital immediately if 
these symptoms appear. She 
asked people to avoid going 
out during peak heat hours 

and drink water often even 
when not thirsty. Drinks like 
coconut water, buttermilk and 
lemon juice are helpful. Peo-
ple should wear loose, light 
colored cotton clothes and use 
hats, umbrellas and sunglass-
es while going out. If body 
temperature rises, using a wet 
cloth and taking breaks from 
sun exposure is important. 
She also warned against 
drinking too much cold water, 
coffee, tea and soft drinks. 
Eating oily and spicy food 
should be avoided and no one 
should leave home without 
eating. Children and pets 
must never be left inside parked 
vehicles. Community Health 
Officer Pratibha, Primary 
Health Safety Officer Lakshmi 
and ASHA worker Gangambhik 
also attended the programme. 
Officials stressed prevention 
and awareness for public safety 
during summer heat season.

PATEL HAILS SUMMER CAMP 
FOR CHILDREN DREAMS

CH NEWS, KOPPAL
 

Former Koppal Municipal 
Council president and minori-
ty community leader Amjad 
Patel said that building wings 
for the dreams of children in 
Koppal has begun. He spoke 
while inaugurating the sum-
mer camp organized by Ismail 
Aragandji and friends on the 
outskirts of the city. He said 
the camp is a place to build 
physical and mental health 
and sports skills in children. 
He praised the children's in-
terest in cricket and the dedi-
cation of the coaches. He said 
practice under floodlights in 

nets creates excitement and 
helps physical growth. 

This camp will help build a 
healthy society and increase 
interest in sports among chil-
dren. He congratulated Ismail 
Aragandji and his team for 
their efforts. He said many 
parents hope future cricket 
stars like Rahul Dravid and 
Anil Kumble will come from 
Koppal. Many dignitaries, 
sports coaches, students, chil-
dren and parents took part in 
the program. The organizers 
said the camp will continue 
during the summer to guide 
young players and keep them 
active and healthy. 

NITK Surathkal introduces PNG 
supply at Brahmagiri Hostel mess
SURATHKAL

 
National Institute of Technol-
ogy Karnataka has initiated 
piped natural gas (PNG) sup-
ply at the Brahmagiri Hostel 
mess in collaboration with 
GAIL Gas Limited, marking 
a step towards cleaner cam-
pus infrastructure.

The facility was inaugu-
rated on April 27 in the 
presence of NITK Director 
Prof. B. Ravi and other offi-
cials from the institute and 
GAIL Gas Limited, along 
with representatives of the 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 

R e g u l a t o r y  B o a r d 
(PNGRB).

Officials said PNG has al-
ready been extended to res-
idential quarters on campus, 
ensuring uninterrupted and 
cleaner fuel supply. The 
Brahmagiri Hostel mess is 
the first among campus es-
tablishments to shift from 
LPG to PNG.

The campus has around 
20 commercial units, in-
cluding messes and can-
teens, and plans are in place 
to extend PNG supply to all 
such facilities in a phased 
manner.

Strong winds disrupt power 
supply in villages 

CHIKMAGALURU
 

People in Malnad region of 
Chikkamagaluru are facing 
heavy rain damage as strong 
winds and hail continue for 
several days. Many electricity 
poles fell near Aldur cutting 
power supply to dozens of 
villages and leaving homes in 
darkness. Officials said repair 
work is slow because rain is 
still falling. 

Farmers in Mudigere and 
nearby areas are worried as 
coffee and arecanut crops are 
getting damaged by contin-
uous hailstorms. Many say 
their hard work is being 
wasted just before harvest. 
In some places trees fell on 
roads blocking traffic be-
tween Chikkamagaluru and 
Balehonnur. Local people 
helped remove the trees and 
restore movement. A light-
ning strike also caused panic 
in Janige village where a 
tree caught fire during rain. 

The incident shocked resi-
dents as they watched 
flames rise in wet weather. 
Heavy rainfall was reported 
in several places including 
Aldur Mudigere Koppa and 
NR Pura. 

Authorities from MES-
COM are working to restore 
power but face challenges 
due to bad weather. 

The situation has created 
worry among farmers and 
residents who fear more 
damage if rain continues. 

People say early monsoon 
like conditions are affecting 
daily life transport and agri-
culture across the coffee 
belt. The region remains on 
alert as weather forecasts 
predict more rain in coming 
days. 

Officials have advised 
people to stay safe avoid un-
necessary travel and protect 
crops electricity lines and 
livestock during ongoing 
heavy rain conditions in 
Malnad region.

Party MLA backs 
DK Shivakumar 

for top post 
RAMANAGARA

 
MLA Iqbal Hussain said that 
Karnataka leader DK Shiva-
kumar will become Chief 
Minister on May 15. He said 
this is the final date and there 
will be no change. He earlier 
mentioned two or three possi-
ble dates but now confirmed 
May 15. Iqbal Hussain said 
people want DK Shivakumar 
to get an opportunity as Chief 
Minister. 

He added that many MLAs 
believe his leadership can 
bring development to the 
state. It is also a shared wish 
among party workers, he said. 

He expressed confidence 
that the change in leadership 
may happen by the given 
date. He also spoke about se-
nior leaders Satish Jarkiholi 
and H C Mahadevappa visit-
ing Delhi. 

He said there is nothing 
wrong in meeting party high 
command leaders. 
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Channamma Zoo battles heat with cool innovations 
BELAGAVI

 
The Kittur Rani Channamma 
Zoo in Belagavi is taking spe-
cial steps to protect animals 
from the extreme summer heat. 
At Kittur Rani Channamma 
Zoo, staff are using sprinklers, 
foggers, and ice cubes to keep 
animals cool. 

More than 195 animals in-
cluding tigers, lions, leopards, 
bears, deer and birds are being 
cared for during the hot weath-
er. The forest department has 
started a summer care plan to 
prevent dehydration and heat 

stress among them. 
Animals are given glucose 

water, ORS, cold food and 
fresh fruits to stay healthy. 
Some animals enjoy mud baths 
while others rest in water pits 

filled with cool water. Ice 
cubes are added twice daily 
and meat is stored in freezers 
before feeding. Staff also 
spray water across enclosures 
to maintain a comfortable en-

vironment for animals. Offi-
cials say the zoo remains safe 
for visitors and animals de-
spite rising temperatures. 

Tourists are welcome to vis-
it and enjoy the cool arrange-
ments made inside the zoo. 

The zoo also houses lions, 
tigers, leopards, crocodiles, 
blackbucks and many types of 
birds in well maintained en-
closures. Authorities are plan-
ning further upgrades includ-
ing better cooling systems, 
new exhibits and improved 
visitor facilities in coming 
months. 

WILDLIFE HEAT RELIEF

QUICK READ

Hunsur students
 urged to 

study hard 

NHRC Invites Entries 
for Short Film 
Competition

Corporation Urges 
Early Property Tax 

Payment

Hunsur
At the closing ceremony 
of Hanugudu Hobli Gov-
ernment First Grade Col-
lege, chief guest Dr Krupa 
Ganesh urged students to 

focus on studies and 
achieve success through 

hard work. 
She said reading books is 
the most important activ-

ity and students must 
stay active. Principal Dr D 

Ravi stressed discipline 
and honesty for personal 
growth, recalling teach-

ings of Gandhi and 
Ambedkar. 

A charity fund was an-
nounced in the Kannada 
department. Meritorious 
students were honoured 
and prizes were given for 
academic, cultural and 
sports achievements. 

Faculty and students par-
ticipated in the event, and 
Rashmi Urs delivered the 
vote of thanks program 

concluded.

Mangaluru
The National Human 
Rights Commission 

(NHRC) has invited en-
tries for its 12th All India 
Short Film Competition 

on human rights.
The competition is open 

to citizens of all age 
groups. The first, second 

and third prizes carry cash 
awards of Rs 2 lakh, Rs 1.5 
lakh and Rs 1 lakh respec-
tively. Additionally, up to 
four films may receive Rs 
50,000 each along with 

certificates.
Short films can be in Hindi 

or any Indian language, 
with English subtitles. The 

duration should be be-
tween 3 and 10 minutes. 
The last date for submis-

sion is June 30. Entries 
must be sent online via 

Google Drive.
Detailed guidelines and 

application forms are 
available on the NHRC 

website.

Mangaluru
The Mangaluru City Cor-
poration has urged prop-
erty owners to pay their 
dues for 2026–27 as per 

the revised provisions un-
der the Karnataka Munici-

pal Corporations Act, 
2021.

This is to inform the general public that my 
client Shri Fayaz S/o. Basha, R/o No.31, 1 
Main, 7 Cross, Maruthinagar, Yelahanka, 
Bangalore, bring to the notice of the 
general public that the original Original 
Sale Deed dt.16.07.2007 executed by 
Venkatamma & K.S. Jagadish in favour of 
R. Kumar, registered with Sub-Registrar, 
Yelahanka, Bengaluru at Book No.1 
and Doc. No.YAN-1-01162-2007- 08, 
pertaining to Site No.18, Kogilu Village, 
Yelahanka Hobli, Bangalore North Taluk, 
has been lost/misplaced.
Anybody having any interest/dispute/
claims over the said property or are 
holding the aforementioned document, 
shall return the same and contact the 
undersigned within 7 days from the date 
of issue of this Notice, failing which it will 
be deemed that above said property has 
no claims by virtue of said lost Original 
Sale Deed, in any manner.
M. Nagaraj, Advocate
#102, 1” floor, ‘Legal Hut’ Mariyannapalya, 
Behind St. John’s School, Bengaluru-560 
024 Ph: 9448087610, e-mail: nagaraj.
advocate@gmail.com

Document Lost 

I, VINOD VENUGOPAL MYSORE, 
S/o. Gopinath Mysore Venugopal, 
Resident of No. 121, 42nd Cross, 
8th Block, Jayanagar, Bengaluru 

-560070, Karnataka, have changed 
my name to VINOD GOPINATH, 
vide affidavit dated: 28.04.2026 

before notary GANGARAJU .B.N, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

MLA Bheemanna Naik demands 
urgent action on stray dogs

MLA directed PDOs for awareness and action, targeting stray dogs only. 
SIDDAPUR

 
MLA Bheemanna Naik has 
called for urgent steps to con-
trol the growing stray dog 
problem in Siddapur. He said 
dog owners will be responsi-
ble if their pets bite or threat-
en people in public places. He 
spoke at a KDP meeting held 
at the taluk panchayat hall 
where public raised strong 
concerns. People said stray 
dogs are causing fear and dai-
ly problems in many parts of 

the taluk. 
In response, the MLA asked 

PDOs to create awareness and 
take quick action to protect 
citizens. He also instructed 
officials to catch stray dogs 
while leaving out pet dogs 
from such drives. There was 
public dissatisfaction as peo-
ple said the issue has contin-
ued for years without solu-
tion. Officials from agricul-
ture health horticulture animal 
husbandry education and 
HESCOM departments gave 

progress updates. EO M R 
Kulkarni and DDPI Devaraj 
Hitlakoppa were present at 
the meeting along with other 

officers. Officials assured that 
immediate measures will be 
taken to reduce dog related 
incidents in the region. 

They said special drives 
will be conducted in villages 
and town areas to capture stray 
dogs safely. The MLA urged 
citizens to report stray dog 
threats immediately so that ac-
tion can be taken quickly. Au-
thorities emphasized coordina-
tion between local bodies and 
animal husbandry staff to man-
age the situation better. Resi-
dents hope these steps will 
bring relief and make streets 
safer for children and elderly 
people in Siddapur soon area.

Accused in burglary case 
arrested after 4 years

SIDDAPUR
 

The Siddapur police have ar-
rested an accused who had 
been absconding for the past 
four years in a house burglary 
case registered in 2017. The 
accused, identified as Farooq 
alias Farooq Ullah (24), was 
traced and arrested at Thrasi 
in Udupi district while he was 
reportedly begging.

According to police, the 
case was registered at Sid-
dapur Police Station under 
Crime No. 03/2017 for of-
fences under Sections 457 and 
380 of the Indian Penal Code. 
The accused, a resident of 
Hallurkeri in Shiralakoppa of 
Shivamogga district, had gone 
missing after the case was 
filed. After investigation, po-

lice submitted a charge sheet 
in court.

Since the accused failed to 
appear for court hearings, a 
warrant was issued against 
him. Police teams collected 
information from several dis-
tricts including Shivamogga, 
Haveri and Mangaluru to 
trace him.

After continuous efforts, 
the Siddapur police succeeded 
in locating and arresting him 
at Thrasi in Udupi district. He 
was taken into custody and 
produced before the court, 
which remanded him to judi-
cial custody till May 20, 
2026.Police said the accused 
is also facing cases in other 
stations across Shivamogga 
and Uttara Kannada districts, 
indicating his involvement in 

multiple offences.

The operation was carried 
out under the guidance of Ut-
tara Kannada Superintendent 
of Police Deepan M N, Addi-
tional SP G Sirsi Sub-Divi-
sion DySP Geetha Patil, and 
Police Inspector Sitaram J B. 
PSI Nagappa B and staff 
members Chethankumar Hal-
ageri, Bharathkumar K J, and 
Shashikant Naik also partici-
pated in the successful arrest 
operation.

Siddapur police filed a 
case under Sections 457 

and 380 IPC; accused 
absconded, warrant 

issued, and police traced 
him across Shivamogga, 
Haveri, and Mangaluru

Madiga leader D. Kumar said uniting left-
hand and right-hand Dalit groups will end 

divisions and promote harmony

Dalit groups celebrate 
Karnataka internal 

reservation decision
HUNSUR

 
A celebratory gathering was 
held at the Dr. B. R. Ambed-
kar Community Hall in Hun-
sur after the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s decision on internal 
reservation for Scheduled 
Castes, with Dalit leaders 
coming together to welcome 
the move and mark the occa-
sion by offering tributes to Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar and distribut-
ing sweets.

Speaking at the event, Nin-
graj Malladi, state organisa-
tion coordinator of Dasamsa 
groups, said that Dalit organ-
isations had been demanding 
internal reservation for nearly 
30 years. He said the Justice 
Nagamohan Das Commission 
was formed to study the issue, 
which collected opinions 
from different communities 
across the state and submitted 
its report to the government.

He noted that Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah reviewed 
the report and implemented 
internal reservation after de-
tailed discussions in the cabi-
net. He said the decision was 
taken to ensure social justice 
among different Scheduled 
Caste sub-groups.

Malladi added that earlier 
disagreements among com-
munities had created tension, 
but the new system is expect-
ed to reduce conflicts and 
bring equality. He appreciated 
the government for address-
ing long-pending demands 
with what he called “careful 
and responsible consider-
ation.”

Madiga community leader 
D. Kumar said that earlier dif-
ferences between left-hand 
and right-hand communities 
had created divisions, but the 
new decision would help 
unite Dalit groups. 

`1.2 crore road 
work launched 

for village 
connectivity

BIDAR
 

Dr. Shailendra Beldale said 
road infrastructure is the 
backbone of rural develop-
ment and plays a key role in 
improving the lives of people. 
He was speaking after launch-
ing road asphalting work 
worth ₹1.20 crore to connect 
Yadalapur and Aiyasapura vil-
lages in Bidar South constitu-
ency.He said better roads help 
farmers transport their pro-
duce easily to markets, allow 
students to reach schools and 
colleges without difficulty, 
and ensure faster access to 
hospitals during emergencies. 
He added that development of 
road networks has been given 
top priority to improve rural 
connectivity.He said the new-
ly launched road project is not 
just construction work but an 
important step towards the 
economic and social develop-
ment of villages. He said it 
will strengthen connectivity 
between Yadalapur and Ai-
yasapura and also benefit sur-
rounding villages.He added 
that his goal is overall devel-
opment in infrastructure, 
drinking water, electricity, 
education and health sectors 
to improve the living stan-
dards of rural people. He in-
structed contractors to com-
plete the work on time with 
high quality and warned that 
no negligence will be tolerat-
ed in public-funded projects.
He also appealed to local res-
idents to monitor the work 
and cooperate in maintaining 
quality standards, saying pub-
lic participation is important 
for successful development.

He said village develop-
ment and public service re-
main his main priorities and 
assured that more develop-
ment projects will be taken up 
in the coming days for the 
benefit of the constituency.

Several local leaders and 
residents including Shivraj 
Patil, Gunavantrao Patil, 
Kushal Yaba, Basavaraja 
Kyasa, Umesh Yaba, Satish 
Yaba, and others were present 
during the launch ceremony.

B T Kumaraswamy reviews 
NEET exam preparedness

CHITRADURGA
 

B. T. Kumaraswamy has in-
structed officials to ensure all 
necessary arrangements for 
the National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET-2026), 
which will be held on May 3 
across the district. He chaired 
a preparatory meeting at the 
District Collector’s office hall 
on Tuesday and reviewed 
exam preparedness.

He said examination cen-
tres must be equipped with 
proper desks, drinking water 
and toilet facilities so that stu-
dents do not face any incon-
venience. He also directed 
officials to take strict precau-
tions to avoid power cuts 
during the exam period due to 
extreme summer conditions. 
All staff assigned to exam 
duty must attend mandatory 
training, and negligence will 
invite strict action.

He said students must 
strictly follow National Test-
ing Agency rules and are not 
allowed to carry any electron-
ic devices, paper materials, 
calculators, watches, or com-
munication gadgets inside 

exam centres. He warned that 
possession of such items will 
be treated as use of unfair 
means and legal action will be 
taken.

He said observers have 
been appointed for five exam-
ination centres in the district 
to ensure transparency. A 
200-metre prohibitory zone 
will be enforced around exam 
centres, and Xerox and com-
puter shops in these areas will 
remain closed on exam day. 
He also instructed police de-
ployment, health emergency 
teams, uninterrupted power 
supply, BSNL internet sup-
port, and postal arrangements 
for secure dispatch of answer 
sheets.NEET nodal officer 
Nagabhushan said 2,835 stu-
dents will appear at five cen-
tres, including three in Chitra-
durga and two in Challakere. 
The exam will be held from 2 
pm to 5 pm, with entry al-
lowed until 1:30 pm.Officials 
said CCTV surveillance, bio-
metric verification, metal de-
tectors and full videography 
will ensure strict monitoring 
for fair conduct of the exam-
ination across the district.

MLA performs groundbreaking for 
Rs 1.88 crore road project

MANGALURU
 

Mangaluru MLA Vedavyasa 
Kamath led the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the develop-
ment of the road near the 
Bendur Treatment Plant in 
Ward 38, Bendurwell, under 
the Mangaluru City Corpora-
tion limits.

The project, estimated to 
cost Rs. 1.88 crore, is expect-
ed to significantly improve 
connectivity in the area. 
Speaking on the occasion, the 
MLA recalled that during the 
previous BJP government, 
over Rs. 100 crore had been 
sanctioned under the Mahat-

ma Gandhi Nagar Develop-
ment Project-1. However, af-
ter the Congress came to 
power,  the works were 
stalled.He said persistent ef-
forts have now helped in re-
leasing the pending funds, 
and there would be no com-
promise on the development 
of his constituency. The event 
was attended by prominent 
local leaders including Jesel 
D’Souza, Ramesh Hegde, 
Praveen Niddelu, Naveen 
D’Souza, Praveen Shet Ben-
durwell, Dayanand Shetty, 
Naveen Shenoy, along with 
party workers and residents of 
the area.

Forest raid nets poaching suspect arrested Hunsur
HUNSUR

 
Forest officials in Hunsur taluk 
have arrested a man accused of 
illegal hunting inside Nagara-
hole National Park. The ac-
cused, Srinivasa alias Dasa, son 
of Manjegowda from Shindena-
halli, was taken into custody 
after a raid. The incident took 
place on April 11 near Jargal 

Wood Lot in Veeranahosahalli 
area when hunters allegedly en-
tered the forest to trap wild ani-
mals. One of his associates, Ra-
megowda alias Pitilu Rama, was 
earlier caught, while others es-
caped in the darkness. Acting on 
a tip-off, forest staff tracked 
Srinivasa in Honnenahalli and 
arrested him under the guidance 
of senior officers. During a 

search of his house, officials re-
covered five deer horns, one 
wild sheep horn, and a wild boar 
jawbone. Police said Srinivasa 
has been sent to judicial custody 
for further investigation. Offi-
cials are also searching for two 
absconding accused, Yashwanth 
alias Rahul and Satish, who are 
still on the run. Forest officers 
said the operation was carried.

Human Rights 
Commission Chief 
inspects facilities 

across karwar
KARWAR

 
Karnataka State Human 
Rights Commission Chairman 
T. Shyama Bhat along with 
member S.K. Vantigodi visit-
ed several public institutions 
in Karwar on Tuesday and 
conducted inspections. They 
first checked hostels run by 
Backward Classes and Social 
Welfare departments and in-
teracted with students about 
facilities and safety. Later 
they visited KRIMS Hospital 
and reviewed patient services. 
The team then inspected the 
district jail and listened to 
grievances of prisoners. They 
also visited the district bus 
stand, observed cleanliness, 
and checked hygiene in toilets 
and quality of food sold in 
shops. Finally, they inspected 
rural and city police stations. 
Officials including Zilla Pan-
chayat Deputy Secretary Al-
lah Bhaksh, T.P. Executive 
Officer Veerana Gowda, So-
cial Welfare Deputy Director 
Umesh, and Environment Of-
ficer Santhosh accompanied 
them. 

The Commission said such 
inspections help ensure basic 
rights, improve public ser-
vices, and strengthen account-
ability in government institu-
tions across the district. They 
assured follow-up action on 
issues identified during the 
visit and directed officials to 
submit detailed reports soon 
immediately.

Tumakuru ensures 
smooth NEET 

exam execution 
TUMAKURU

 
Deputy Commissioner Shub-
ha Kalyan has directed offi-
cials to take strict precau-
tions to ensure that the 
NEET UG 2026 examination 
scheduled for May 3 is con-
ducted in a fair, transparent 
and peaceful manner in Tu-
makuru district. She chaired 
a preparatory meeting re-
garding arrangements for the 
exam across 13 centres in 
Tumakuru district and re-
viewed security and logistics 
plans. 
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Kerala polls: UDF confident, Left cautious as verdict nears
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

 
With just six days to go be-
fore Kerala election results 
are out, the political tempera-
ture is rising across camps, 
even as public posturing and 
backroom calculations reveal 
sharply contrasting moods 
ahead of counting day.

Polling for the 140-member 
Assembly concluded on April 
9, setting the stage for a deci-
sive contest between the rul-
ing Left Democratic Front led 
by Pinarayi Vijayan and the 
Congress-headed United 
Democratic Front (UDF) un-

der Leader of Opposition V. 
D. Satheesan.

The BJP-led NDA, which 
failed to open its account in 
2021 after losing its lone seat, 
is now banking on a fractured 

mandate to emerge as a poten-
tial kingmaker.

Pre-poll surveys have 
thrown up mixed projections, 
offering no clear trend. Yet, in 
the days following polling, 

the narrative battle has inten-
sified.The UDF camp appears 
visibly upbeat, with leaders 
and supporters increasingly 
confident of a return to power. 
In contrast, the Vijayan camp 
has adopted a studied silence, 
a strategy that has only added 
to speculation.Interestingly, 
social media has become a 
parallel arena of political 
forecasting. Pro-Left handles 
are projecting a historic third 
consecutive term for Vijayan, 
a feat never achieved in Ker-
ala’s electoral history.

On the other hand, UDF 
leaning voices are claiming a 

comfortable victory, placing 
the alliance well above the 
halfway mark of 71, with 
some even predicting a tally 
crossing 100 seats.Adding to 
the mix, noted writer and for-
mer IAS officer N.S. Madha-
van has offered a more mea-
sured forecast, suggesting the 
Left could retain power with 
around 75 seats, leaving the 
UDF at 65 and the NDA with-
out representation.

What has particularly ener-
gised the UDF ecosystem, 
however, is the intense jock-
eying within its ranks over the 
chief ministerial post.

THE BIG DAY IS HERE

QUICK READ

Delhi cops detect 
forged permits, 

tampered vehicle

Assam Board declares 
Class 12 results: 

Science dominates

New Delhi
In a continued crackdown 

on traffic violations and 
document fraud, the Delhi 
Traffic Police have detect-
ed three serious offences 
involving forged no entry 
permits and a tampered 

vehicle in the last 48 
hours. Officials said legal 
action has been initiated 
in all cases. According to 
police, the first incident 
was reported on April 27 
at around 5:15 P.M. near 
Patiala House Court un-
der Tilak Marg Circle. ASI 
Rajender Kumar, along 
with Head Constable 

Omprakash, intercepted a 
vehicle bearing registra-

tion number DL1LAL4940 
for violating No Entry re-

strictions. During verifica-
tion using an e-challan 
machine, the No Entry 

Permits displayed on the 
vehicle was found to be 

forged.

Guwahati
The Assam Higher Sec-

ondary Education Council 
on Tuesday declared the 
results of the Higher Sec-
ondary (HS) Final Exami-
nations, with the state re-

cording an overall pass 
percentage of 81.54 per 
cent across all streams. 

Among the four streams, 
Science emerged as the 

best-performing category 
with a pass percentage of 

89.79 per cent. Com-
merce followed with 81.13 
per cent, while Arts regis-
tered 79.54 per cent. The 

Vocational stream re-
corded a pass percentage 
of 74.20 per cent. Officials 

said a total of 3,22,723 
candidates had appeared 
for the examinations held 

across Assam this year.

TN plans floating solar projects in 
reservoirs to boost clean energy

It has identified 7 locations for the pilot phase, selecting prominent reservoirs such as Mettur dam, Bhavanisagar 
dam, Vaigai dam, Red Hills reservoir, and Sathanur dam, along with a TNGECL-owned site at Avalanche lake

CHENNAI
 

In a major push toward re-
newable energy, Tamil Nadu 
Green Energy Corporation 
Limited (TNGECL) has un-
veiled plans to develop float-
ing solar photovoltaic projects 
across key reservoirs in Tamil 
Nadu.The initiative aims to 
overcome land constraints for 
traditional solar parks while 
accelerating the state’s transi-
tion to sustainable energy 
sources.The corporation has 
identified seven locations for 
the pilot phase, selecting 
prominent reservoirs such as 
Mettur Dam, Bhavanisagar 
Dam, Vaigai Dam, Red Hills 
Reservoir, and Sathanur Dam, 

along with a TNGECL-owned 
site at Avalanche Lake. These 
sites were chosen based on 
their water availability, size, 
and feasibility for hosting 
floating solar infrastructure.

Officials confirmed that 
TNGECL has initiated discus-
sions with the Water Resourc-
es Department to secure nec-
essary approvals for utilizing 
these waterbodies. At the 
same time, a private firm has 
been engaged to conduct fea-
sibility studies focusing on 
technical viability, environ-
mental impact, and integra-
tion of advanced systems such 
as battery energy storage. The 
project announcement is ex-
pected after the withdrawal of 

the election-related Model 
Code of Conduct.According 
to TNGECL estimates, Tamil 
Nadu holds an untapped float-
ing solar potential of nearly 
3,000 MW across 57 reser-
voirs. The initial pilot phase is 
expected to generate around 
100 MW, serving as a bench-
mark for scaling up similar 

projects across the state. The 
feasibility assessment will 
also examine factors like res-
ervoir depth, cost structures, 
and site suitability to ensure 
efficient implementation.
While floating solar projects 
typically require about 20 per-
cent higher investment com-
pared to ground-mounted sys-

tems, they offer long-term 
economic and environmental 
benefits. The estimated cost 
ranges between ₹5 crore and 
₹6 crore per MW, with each 
unit requiring approximately 
3.5 acres of water surface due 
to additional floating infra-
structure.Despite the higher 
upfront expenditure, officials 
believe the initiative could 
significantly reduce reliance 
on coal-based power genera-
tion. Over the next five years, 
the state could potentially 
save between ₹10,000 crore 
and ₹15,000 crore, reinforc-
ing its position as a leader in 
clean energy adoption and 
sustainable infrastructure de-
velopment.

India eyes manufacturing boost 
to achieve $30 trillion economy 
NEW DELHI

 
India is accelerating its push 
to become a $30–35 trillion 
economy by 2047, with man-
ufacturing identified as a key 
growth driver.According to an 
official fact-sheet, the sector’s 
contribution to GDP is pro-
jected to rise to at least 25 per-
cent from the current 16–17%, 
reflecting a strategic shift to-
ward large-scale industrial ex-
pansion and infrastructure-led 
development. As part of this 
transformation, the govern-
ment is focusing on develop-
ing integrated manufacturing 
hubs designed to enhance effi-
ciency, reduce costs, and sup-
port long-term industrial 
growth. These hubs combine 
physical infrastructure, regula-
tory support, and advanced 
connectivity, creating ecosys-
tems that can sustain large-
scale production and strength-

en India’s role in global supply 
chains. The approach marks a 
transition from fragmented in-
dustrial development to a more 
coordinated and system-driven 
model.This shift is closely 
linked to India’s evolving in-
frastructure strategy, which 
now emphasizes system-level 
planning instead of isolated 
project execution. By address-
ing bottlenecks and improving 
logistics efficiency, this model 
ensures smoother operations 
for industries and timely com-

pletion of projects. The gov-
ernment’s capital expenditure 
has seen a significant increase, 
rising from Rs 2 lakh crore in 
the financial year 2014–15 to 
Rs 12.2 lakh crore in 2026–27.

The government focuses 
on developing integrated 

manufacturing hubs 
designed to enhance 

efficiency, reduce costs, 
and support long-term 

industrial growth

Dhami bays for greater 
representation of 

women in governance
DEHRADUN

 
Pushkar  S ingh  Dhami 
launched a strong critique of 
the Opposition during a spe-
cial Assembly session fo-
cused on women’s empower-
ment, while advocating for 
greater representation of 
women in governance.

Speaking at the session 
themed Nari Samman, Lok-
tantra mein Adhikar, the 
Chief Minister underlined the 
importance of the Women’s 
Reservation (Amendment) 
Bill and praised the contribu-
tion of women in shaping so-
ciety and the state.

Addressing the Assembly 
in Uttarakhand, Dhami ex-
pressed gratitude to partici-
pants and paid tribute to those 
who played a role in the for-
mation of the state. He also 
acknowledged the vital contri-
butions of women in strength-
ening Uttarakhand’s social 
and cultural foundation. Em-
phasising the significance of 
the proposed legislation, he 
urged members across party 
lines to support the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam, describing it as a 
crucial step toward en-
suring equal participa-
tion of women in 
democratic in-
stitutions.

Drawing 
from India’s 
rich cultur-

al traditions, Dhami highlight-
ed how women are revered in 
the country’s spiritual ethos. 
Referring to revered deities 
such as Maa Durga, Maa 
Lakshmi, and Maa Saraswati, 
he said that respect for wom-
en is deeply embedded in the 
nation’s cultural conscious-
ness. He argued that this cul-
tural reverence must translate 
into tangible empowerment 
through policy and represen-
tation.The Chief Minister also 
cited several prominent wom-
en who have left a lasting im-
pact on India’s history and 
progress. He referred to Rani 
Lakshmi Bai as a symbol of 
courage, Savitribai Phule as a 
pioneer of education and so-
cial reform, and Kalpana 
Chawla as an inspiration in 
the field of science and explo-
ration. According to him, 
these figures exemplify the 
leadership and resilience that 
women bring to every sphere 
of life.Focusing on Uttara-
khand’s own history, Dhami 
highlighted the contributions 

of regional icons such as 
Tilu Rauteli, Jiya Rani, 
Rani Karnavati, and 
Gaura Devi. He noted 
tha t  these  women 
demonstrated excep-

tional bravery and 
leadership, from 
resisting inva-
sions to pro-
tecting the en-

vironment.

Justice Sharma recuses from 
Karti Chidambaram plea

NEW DELHI
 

Justice Swarana Kanta 
Sharma of the Delhi High 
Court on Tuesday recused 
herself from hearing a plea 
filed by Congress MP Karti 
P. Chidambaram seeking 
quashing of a CBI corrup-
tion case linked to alleged 
bribery involving Diageo 
Scotland.

When the matter came up, 
Justice Sharma declined to 
hear the case, which will 
now be placed before an-
other Bench, subject to the 
orders of the Chief Justice, 
the master of the roster.

Chidambaram has sought 
the quashing of the FIR 
registered by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on January 1, 2025, 
accusing him of influenc-
ing public servants to se-
cure relief for Diageo 
Scotland over a ban on 
duty-free sale of its whis-
ky.

In his plea, the Congress 
MP has contended that he 
was never called during 
the preliminary enquiry 

and denied an opportunity 
to present his stand before 
the registration of the FIR.

He has also argued that 
there was an unexplained 
delay of nearly two de-
cades, as the allegations 
pertain to the period be-
tween 2004 and 2010, 
while the FIR was lodged 
only in 2025. Chidam-
baram has further submit-
ted that there is no allega-
tion that he either de-
manded or accepted any 
bribe or illegal gratifica-
tion, and therefore, offenc-
es under the Prevention of 
Corruption Act are not 
made out against him.

This is not the first time 

Justice Sharma has re-
cused from a matter in-
volving Chidambaram. 
Earlier, she had recused 
herself from hearing his 
plea challenging a trial 
cour t  order  f raming 
charges in the alleged Chi-
nese visa scam case.In that 
matter, Chidambaram has 
challenged the December 
23, 2025, order of a spe-
cial CBI court, which 
framed charges against 
him for criminal conspira-
cy and bribing a public 
servant over alleged irreg-
ularities in the issuance of 
visas to Chinese nationals 
in 2011. According to the 
CBI, around 250 Chinese 
workers were allegedly 
granted project visas for a 
Punjab-based power proj-
ect in violation of Minis-
try of Home Affairs 
norms.Justice Sharma has 
also recently recused her-
self from hearing former 
AAP MLA Naresh Baly-
an’s bail plea in a case un-
der the Maharashtra Con-
trol of Organised Crime 
Act (MCOCA). 

Ramadoss blames DMK govt 
for rise in illicit liquor trade
 

CHENNAI
 

Anbumani Ramadoss criti-
cised the ruling M.K. Sta-
lin-led DMK government, 
alleging that its inaction has 
led to a surge in illicit liquor 
sales across Tamil Nadu, forc-
ing local communities to take 
matters into their own hands.

In a statement on Tuesday, 
the PMK leader referred to a 
recent incident in Podur vil-
lage near Bennenagaram in 
Dharmapuri district, where a 
group of women allegedly 
ransacked four illegal liquor 
outlets operating in the area. 
The main accused in the illic-
it trade, identified as Govin-
dan, reportedly escaped 
during the incident.While as-
serting that taking the law 
into one’s own hands is not an 
acceptable solution, Rama-
doss said the prevailing situa-
tion was a direct consequence 
of administrative failure.He 
alleged that the DMK govern-
ment, which has been in pow-
er for the past five years, has 
created an environment where 
villagers felt compelled to act 
due to the unchecked prolifer-

ation of illegal liquor shops.
According to him, the four 

outlets in Podur were not 
newly established but had 
been functioning for several 
years. Despite repeated pro-
tests by local residents de-
manding their closure, no ef-
fective action was taken by 
the authorities.He further 
claimed that similar illegal 
roadside liquor outlets operate 
round the clock across the 
Dharmapuri district.Rama-
doss also pointed out that the 
PMK had organised multiple 
protests seeking the removal 
of such outlets, and that Dhar-
mapuri MLA S.P. Venkatesh-
waran had raised the issue in 
the Assembly. However, he 
alleged that the state govern-
ment failed to act, and instead 
indulged in petty politics by 
mobilising certain groups to 
demand the opening of gov-
ernment-run liquor outlets in 
other villages.Highlighting 
the scale of the issue, Rama-
doss claimed that while 4,787 
TASMAC shops function le-
gally across Tamil Nadu, 
more than 20,000 illegal li-
quor outlets are operating in 
parallel.

After Kejriwal, Sisodia on 
‘Satyagraha’ in Delhi liquor case

NEW DELHI
 

AAP leader and former Delhi 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia has joined his par-
ty’s national convener, ex-CM 
Arvind Kejriwal, in escalating 
their legal and political fight 
in the alleged Delhi liquor 
policy case by invoking the 
Gandhian principle of ‘Sa-
tyagraha’ while expressing a 
loss of confidence in the court 
proceedings.

After Kejriwal, Sisodia has 
also written a letter to the 
Delhi High Court judge ex-
pressing his reservations.

Taking to X, Sisodia shared 
the letter and posted, With 
the utmost respect and re-
gard, I have written a letter to 
the Honorable Justice Swarn-
kanta Sharma of the Delhi 
High Court, requesting that, 
under the present circum-
stances, my conscience does 
not permit me to participate 
further in the proceedings of 
this case before her. 

For me, this is not a ques-
tion of any particular individ-
ual, but rather of the trust 
upon which the justice sys-
tem is built – that justice 
must not only be fair, but 
must also appear to be fair to 
every citizen.

I also wish to make it clear 
that my faith in the judiciary 
and the Constitution remains 
completely unshaken. But 

when serious doubts linger in 
the mind, mere formal partic-
ipation is not right for me. 
Therefore, I am left with no 
path but Satyagraha… he 
added.

Sisodia wrote, Yesterday, 
on 27 April 2026, Mr. Arvind 
Kejriwal addressed a letter to 
Your Ladyship setting out the 
reasons why, in his con-
science, he was unable to 
participate in further pro-
ceedings in the present mat-
ter. 

I have carefully considered 
the substance of that letter. 
Having done so, I find myself 
in respectful agreement with 
the stand taken by him, 
which is based on Mahatma 
Gandhi’s teachings on Sa-
tyagraha.

I wish to state that two as-
pects of this case trouble me 
a lot. The first is the issue 
arising from Your Ladyship’s 
repeated public attendance of 
the Akhil Bharatiya Adhivak-
ta Parishad, a lawyers’ organ-
isation publicly understood to 
belong to the RSS. 

The second is the issue 
arising from the professional 
engagement of Your Lady-
ship’s children on multiple 
Union Government panels, 
and the resulting appearance 
of closeness to the very law 
officers who now appear 
against me on the other side, 
he added.

Delhi ministers 
slam AAP chief’s 
‘Satyagraha’ in 

liquor case
NEW DELHI

Delhi ministers hit out at for-
mer Chief Minister and Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) convener 
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday 
for allegedly showing a lack 
of trust in the judiciary and 
expressing fears of bias 
against a High Court judge in 
connection with the Delhi li-
quor policy corruption case. 
The sharp reactions came af-
ter Kejriwal announced a 'Sa-
tyagraha' invoking Mahatma 
Gandhi's tradition of non-vio-
lent protest against what he 
described as a biased judicial 
process in the case. Delhi 
Minis ter  Kapi l  Mishra 
launched a scathing critique, 
invoking Mahatma Gandhi to 
target the AAP chief. He said, 
If Gandhi ji were alive today, 
he would be chasing Kejriwal 
with a stick. 

IIT-K student dies by 
suicide; second campus 

death in 10 days
KOLKATA

Another student allegedly 
died by suicide at the IIT 
Kharagpur campus in West 
Bengal's West Midnapore dis-
trict, the second such incident 
within a span of ten days. The 
body of the 22-year-old engi-
neering student was recovered 
from the Madan Mohan 
Malviya Hall on Tuesday 
morning. Prima facie, it ap-
peared to be a case of suicide, 
said officials. According to the 
police, the deceased student's 
name is Soham Haldar, a res-
ident of the Shalbagan area of 
Barasat in the North 24 Parga-
nas district. He was pursuing 
MTech in Electronics and 
Electrical Communication En-
gineering at IIT Kharagpur, 
and lived in Madan Mohan 
Malviya Hall. The security 
guards were informed when 
the hall door had not opened 
since morning. 
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Maharashtra  

woman assaulted by 
friend’s family

Dombivli
A deeply shameful and 
shocking incident has 

come to light in Dombivli, 
Maharashtra, where an or-

phaned young woman 
was first brutally beaten by 

her friend’s family mem-
bers and was subsequent-

ly victimised by the very 
youth she had sought help 
from. According to the po-
lice, the victim works at a 
private establishment in 
Dombivli and has no im-

mediate family support. It 
is alleged that her friend’s 

family members assaulted 
her over a purported false 

accusation, with the 
friend’s father also report-
edly involved in the attack. 
After sustaining severe in-
juries, the young woman 
intended to file a police 

complaint but had no one 
to accompany her.

e-TENDER NOTIFICATION (2nd Call)
(1) The Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Sirasi invites tenders from 
eligible tenderers, for the construction of works detailed in the Table 
below. The tenderers may submit tenders for any or all of the works given 
in the Table. The price tender which will be opened only if the 
Tenderer is found to be qualified to execute the tendered works. The 
Tenderers are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria 
specified in Clause 3 of the Instructions to Tenderers to qualify for 
award of the contract. (26.03.2021) (2) Tender documents may be 
downloaded from Government of Karnataka e-Procurement website 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/eportal/index.seam under login for 
Contractors: (3) Tenders must be accompanied by EMD Declaration form 
Proforma attached (4) Tenders must be electronically submitted (on-line 
through internet) with in the date and time published in e-procurement 
portal. The technical bid will be opened after prescribed time and date in 
the eprocurement portal, in the presence of the Tenderers who wish to 
attend at the Office of the Executive Engineer, PWD  Department, SIRSI 
Division. (5) Other details can be seen in the tender documents
(Total: 1 Work)
(1) Last date and time for Tender Queries/Clarifications: 28-04-2026 up 
to 16.00.00 (2) Last Date and Time for receipt of tenders: 29-04-2026 up 
to 16.00.00 (3) Date and Time for opening of Technical Bid: 30-04-2026 
@ 16.30.00 (4) Date and Time for opening of Financial Bid: 02-05-2026  
@ 16.00.00 Sd/- Executive Engineer

Public Work Department Division
Sirsi (Uttara Kannada)

Government of Karnataka

 No. PWD/SR./Dn/AE/IFT/ 4059CMIDP/2025-26/226         Date: 18.04.2026

Karnataka Public Works, Department, Sirasi Division(U.K),
Karnataka Ph: 08384-223164, Fax: 08384-224100

 

MNG - 184     9 x  2 

DIPR/KWR/KSMCA/80/26-27 dt. 27.04.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT) (SHORT TERM) KW-4

MNG - 193     7 x 2           

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ ̧ ÀASÉå/¢£ÁAPÀ: ̧ ÀASÉå: £ÀA:¸ÁDPÀÄ/¥Àæ.gÁ/12026-27 2026-

27£ÉÃ ̧ Á°£À°è OµÀzÀ RjÃ¢UÁV E-mÉAqÀgï DºÁé£À ¢£ÁAPÀ 28-04-2026, 

mÉAqÀgï «ªÀgÀ: 2026-27£ÉÃ ̧ Á°£À°è OµÀzÀ RjÃ¢UÁV E-mÉAqÀgï DºÁé£À 

¢£ÁAPÀ 28-04-2026, mÉAqÀgï CAzÁdÄ ªÉÆvÀÛ: gÀÆ. 80,00,000/-, 

E.JA.r ªÉÆvÀÛ: gÀÆ. 2,00,000/-, mÉAqÀgï DgÀA¨sÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 28-04-2026, 

mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À®Ä PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 12-05-2026 C¥ÀgÁºÀß 

4.30 gÀªÀgÉUÉ, mÉAqÀgï vÉgÉAiÀÄ®Ä ¢£ÁAPÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ: 13-05-2026 

C¥ÀgÁºÀß 4.30 UÀAmÉAiÀÄ £ÀAvÀgÀ, mÉAqÀgï vÉgÉAiÀÄ®Ä ̧ ÀÜ¼À: DqÀ½vÀ ªÉÊzÁå¢üPÁj, 

G¥À«¨sÁVÃAiÀÄ ̧ ÁªÀðd¤PÀ D¸ÀàvÉæ, PÀÄAzÁ¥ÀÅgÀ

mÉAqÀgï ¥ÀæPÀluÉ  

ªÁ¸ÁE/¸À¤G/PÉJ¸ïJA¹J/70/26-27 ¢: 28.04.2026

PÀ£ÁðlPÀ ¸ÀPÁðgÀ

zÀÆgÀªÁtÂ ¸ÀASÉå: (08254) 230333/234808 E-ªÉÄÃ¯ï: ghkundapura@yahoo.com

DgÉÆÃUÀå ªÀÄvÀÄÛ PÀÄlÄA§ PÀ¯Áåt E¯ÁSÉ

DqÀ½vÀ ªÉÊzÁå¢üPÁjAiÀÄªÀgÀ PÀbÉÃj,
G¥À«¨sÁVÃAiÀÄ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ D¸ÀàvÉæ, PÀÄAzÁ¥ÀÄgÀ, 576201

¸À»/- DqÀ½vÀ ªÉÊzÁå¢üPÁj,
G¥À«¨sÁVÃAiÀÄ ¸ÁªÀðd¤PÀ D¸ÀàvÉæ,
PÀÄAzÁ¥ÀÅgÀ-576201, GqÀÄ¦ f¯Éè

Tejashwi slams Centre after 
killing of Bihar youth in Delhi

The incident reflects growing insecurity and discrimination faced 
by migrant workers from Bihar in the national capital

PATNA

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
leader Tejashwi Yadav has 
strongly criticised the BJP-led 
central government following 
the killing of a young man 
from Bihar in New Delhi. 

The Rashtriya Janata Dal 
leader alleged that the inci-
dent reflects growing insecu-
rity and discrimination faced 
by migrant workers from Bi-
har in the national capital.

The controversy erupted af-
ter a 23-year-old man, identi-
fied as Pandav Kumar from 
Bihar’s Khagaria district, was 
reportedly shot dead, while 
his friend Krishna sustained 
serious injuries in the same 
incident. Raising concerns 

over the safety of migrants, 
Yadav claimed that individu-
als from Bihar are increasing-
ly becoming targets, alleging 
that their identity itself has 
turned into a reason for vio-
lence.

In a strongly worded post 
on the social media platform 
X, Yadav questioned the ac-
countability of authorities re-
sponsible for maintaining law 
and order in the capital. He 
pointed out that multiple lay-
ers of governance in Delhi, 
including administrative and 
political leadership, are under 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
thereby holding the ruling es-
tablishment responsible for 
the incident.

Yadav further alleged that 

economic challenges in Bihar 
have forced many residents to 
migrate to other states in 
search of livelihood opportu-
nities. However, he claimed 
that these migrant workers 
often face discrimination, ha-
rassment, and even violence 
in host states. According to 
him, the lack of adequate pro-
tection and respect for mi-

grant communities highlights 
systemic issues that need ur-
gent attention.

The RJD leader also raised 
questions regarding the con-
duct of law enforcement 
agencies, alleging that the 
victim did not receive fair 
treatment. He demanded strict 
action against those responsi-
ble and called for accountabil-
ity within the policing system.

The incident has once again 
brought the issue of migrant 
safety and inter-state social 
tensions into focus. Political 
reactions are expected to in-
tensify in the coming days as 
debates over governance, law 
enforcement, and the treat-
ment of migrant communities 
continue to gain traction.

Women workforce 
participation rises 

sharply: Mandaviya
NEW DELHI

Minister of Labour and Em-
ployment Mansukh Mandavi-
ya on Tuesday highlighted a 
significant rise in women’s 
participation in India’s work-
force, stating that the female 
labour force participation rate 
has increased from 23.3% in 
2017–18 to 40 percent in 
2025. He described the trend 
as a clear indicator of grow-
ing empowerment and ex-
panding opportunities for 
women across the country.

Speaking at the SwigStree: 
Celebrating Women on the 
Move event organised by 
Swiggy, Mandaviya empha-
sised that women’s equal par-
ticipation in the workforce is 
not only a matter of social 
justice but also a key driver of 
economic growth. He noted 
that empowering women re-
mains central to the vision of 
building a developed India, 
often referred to as a Viksit 
Bharat.

The minister attributed the 
improvement in employment 
indicators to policy measures 
undertaken under the leader-
ship of Narendra Modi. He 
pointed out that the Female 
Worker Population Ratio has 
risen from 22 percent to near-
ly 39 percent during the same 
period, while the Female Un-
employment Rate has de-

clined from 5.6 percent to 3.1 
percent. These figures, he 
said, indicate that more wom-
en are not only seeking em-
ployment but are also suc-
cessfully finding jobs.

Mandaviya also highlighted 
the expansion of social secu-
rity coverage in India, which 
has grown nearly threefold 
over the past decade—from 
19 percent in 2015 to over 
64.3 percent in 2025. He said 
this progress reflects sus-
tained reforms in labour laws, 
increased digital inclusion, 
and targeted welfare initia-
tives aimed at supporting 
workers across sectors.

A key focus of his address 
was the implementation of the 
four Labour Codes, which 
came into effect last Novem-
ber. He described these re-
forms as transformative, par-
ticularly the Code on Social 
Security, which for the first 
time formally recognises gig 
and platform workers. This 
recognition is especially sig-
nificant for women engaged 
in flexible or app-based work, 
as it provides them with legal 
identity and access to social 
protection. The minister fur-
ther noted that the Labour 
Codes enshrine the principle 
of equal pay for equal work, 
marking a major step toward 
eliminating gender-based 
wage disparities.

ED summons Kolkata DCP in Sona Papu syndicate case
KOLKATA

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has again summoned 
Kolkata Deputy Commission-
er of Police (DCP) Shantanu 
Sinha Biswas for questioning 
in the Sona Papu-linked syndi-
cate case, a day before the sec-
ond and final phase of voting 
in the state.

The DCP has been asked to 

appear at the CGO Complex 
on Tuesday. According to ED 
officials, he has been sum-
moned as part of its investiga-
tion into a money laundering 
case against an alleged crimi-
nal-linked syndicate run by 
Sona Pappu alias Biswajit 
Poddar. Sona Pappu, a resident 
of Ballygunge in South Kolk-
ata, faces various charges, in-
cluding land grabbing and ex-

tortion. There is also a case 
against him under the Arms 
Act. The ED started the inves-
tigation in the wake of several 
such allegations.

The Central Investigation 
Agency officials have already 
arrested businessman Joy 
Kamdar in that case. Based on 
the information in this case, 
the ED raided Shantanu 
Biswas’s house on Fern Road 

this month. He has not been 
seen in public since the search 
operation started.

The day after the search, the 
ED summoned Shantanu 
Biswas and his two sons, Say-
antan and Manish, to the CGO 
complex in the Sona Pappu 
case. But none of them went to 
the ED office that day.

Last week, the ED sum-
moned Shantanu Biswas, who 

is  also a former Offi-
cer-in-Charge of Kalighat po-
lice station in Bhabanipur, for 
the investigation into the sand 
smuggling case.

However, he did not appear 
before the ED officers. In-
stead, his lawyer went to the 
ED office. According to sourc-
es, Shantanu sought time from 
the central investigation agen-
cy due to his busy schedule.

Infra push: PM Modi launches  
₹4K cr projects in Sikkim

GANGTOK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stones for multiple de-
velopment projects worth around 
₹4,000 crore in Sikkim, highlight-
ing the strategic importance of the 
Northeast region.

Addressing a public gathering, 
he described the region as India’s 
Ashtalakshmi and emphasised the 
government’s accelerated develop-
ment approach.

Speaking at Paljor Stadium, the 
Prime Minister said the Centre has 
moved beyond its earlier Act East 
policy to adopt an Act Fast strate-
gy for the Northeast. He stated that 
projects spanning healthcare, in-
frastructure, and education sectors 
have been initiated to boost growth 
and improve quality of life in the 
region.

Highlighting the natural wealth 
of Sikkim, Modi noted the state’s 
rich biodiversity and scenic beau-

ty. He pointed out that the region 
is home to over 500 species of 
birds and around 700 species of 
butterflies, along with extensive 
forest cover, making it a major at-
traction for tourists. According to 
him, enhanced connectivity will 
play a crucial role in unlocking the 
state’s full tourism potential.

The Prime Minister underscored 
the importance of infrastructure 
development, particularly in trans-
port. He said the Sevok-Rangpo 
railway line is progressing rapidly 
and will bring rail connectivity to 
Sikkim for the first time. Addition-
ally, a proposed expressway con-
necting Bagdogra Airport to Gang-
tok is expected to significantly cut 
travel time and boost tourist in-
flow.

Modi also took aim at previous 
Indian National Congress govern-
ments, alleging that they had ne-
glected the development needs of 
Sikkim and the broader Northeast. 
He asserted that development ac-

tivities have gained momentum 
since the Bharatiya Janata Party 
came to power at the Centre.

To further strengthen the local 
economy, the Prime Minister an-
nounced the development of 
1,000 homestays aimed at pro-
moting tourism and generating 
employment opportunities. He 
also praised the youth of Sikkim 
for their achievements in sports 
and reiterated the government’s 
commitment to nurturing talent 
through initiatives like the Khelo 
India programme.

In the healthcare sector, sever-
al  new programmes were 
launched as part of the develop-
ment package. Modi claimed that 
healthcare infrastructure in the 
state had remained underdevel-
oped in the past but is now re-
ceiving focused attention. He 
concluded by reiterating the Cen-
tre’s commitment to inclusive 
and rapid development in Sikkim 
and the entire Northeast region.

After Kejriwal, Sisodia 
on ‘Satyagraha’ in 
Delhi liquor case

NEW DELHI

AAP leader and former Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia has joined 
his party’s national convener, ex-CM 
Arvind Kejriwal, in escalating their legal 
and political fight in the alleged Delhi li-
quor policy case by invoking the Gand-
hian principle of ‘Satyagraha’ while ex-
pressing a loss of confidence in the court 
proceedings.

After Kejriwal, Sisodia has also written 
a letter to the Delhi High Court judge ex-
pressing his reservations.

Taking to X, Sisodia shared the letter 
and posted, With the utmost respect and 
regard, I have written a letter to the Hon-
orable Justice Swarnkanta Sharma of the 
Delhi High Court, requesting that, under 
the present circumstances, my conscience 
does not permit me to participate further 
in the proceedings of this case before her. 
For me, this is not a question of any par-
ticular individual, but rather of the trust 
upon which the justice system is built – 
that justice must not only be fair, but 
must also appear to be fair to every citi-
zen. I also wish to make it clear that my 
faith in the judiciary and the Constitution 
remains completely unshaken. But when 
serious doubts linger in the mind, mere 
formal participation is not right for me. 
Therefore, I am left with no path but Sa-
tyagraha… he added.

Sisodia wrote, Yesterday, on 27 April 
2026, Mr. Arvind Kejriwal addressed a 
letter to Your Ladyship setting out the 
reasons why, in his conscience, he was 
unable to participate in further proceed-
ings in the present matter. 

I have carefully considered the sub-
stance of that letter. 

V-P offers prayers at 
Tirumala temple

TIRUPATI

Vice President CP Rad-
hakrishnan on Tuesday visited 
the revered Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy Temple and offered 
prayers, seeking peace, pros-
perity, and well-being for the 
nation. The visit marked his 
second pilgrimage to the tem-
ple since assuming office.

Upon his arrival at Tiruma-
la, the Vice President was 
warmly received by Anam 
Ramanarayana Reddy, along 
with officials of the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams, in-
cluding Chairman B.R. Naidu 
and Executive Officer Mud-
dada Ravichandra. 

Temple priests extended a 
traditional ceremonial wel-
come, offering the customary 
rituals that signify respect and 
devotion.

Radhakrishnan began his 
visit by paying obeisance at 
the Dwajasthambham, the 
temple flagpole, before pro-
ceeding for darshan of Lord 
Venkateswara. He also visited 

several associated shrines 
within the temple, including 
those dedicated to Goddess 
Vakulamata, Lord Vimana 
Venkateswara, the Bhashya-
kara Sannidhi, and Lord Yoga 
Narasimha Swamy, reflecting 
the spiritual significance of 
the complex.

At the Ranganayakula 
Mandapam, Vedic scholars 
recited sacred hymns and of-
fered blessings through Vedic 
rituals. The temple authorities 
presented the Vice President 
with a portrait of the presid-
ing deity along with sacred 
offerings, including holy wa-
ter and consecrated food. He 
later visited the shrine of 
Bedi Anjaneya Swamy Tem-
ple, located opposite the 
main temple, and offered 
prayers there as well. Senior 
officials, including TTD Ad-
ditional Executive Officer 
Venkaiah Chowdary and 
Board  Member  Bhanu 
Prakash Reddy, were present 
to oversee arrangements and 
facilitate the visit. 
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Pakistan denies 

involvement in deadly 
border strikes

Shooting suspect 
charged with attempted 

assassination

IndiGo resumes India-
China direct flight 

services

Kabul
Tensions rose between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan af-

ter the Taliban accused 
Pakistan of carrying out 
cross-border attacks in 

Kunar province, killing four 
people and injuring many. 
The strikes reportedly hit 
civilian areas, including 

homes and a university in 
Asadabad. Pakistan de-
nied the claims, calling 

them false and saying any 
military action would be 
clearly announced. Offi-

cials also reported injuries 
on their side due to gunfire. 
The incident comes during 
fragile peace talks follow-
ing a recent ceasefire. On-
going clashes and mutual 
accusations continue to 
strain relations, raising 
concerns over stability 

along the border region.

Washington DC
A 31-year-old man, Cole 
Tomas Allen, has been 

charged with attempting 
to assassinate US Presi-

dent Donald Trump after a 
shooting at the White 

House Correspondents’ 
Dinner. The incident took 
place at the Washington 
Hilton, where top leaders 

were present. Officials 
said the suspect breached 

security and fired shots 
before being quickly 

stopped by Secret Service 
personnel. One officer was 
injured but protected by a 

vest. The President and 
other guests were safely 
evacuated. Authorities 
said the accused faces 

multiple serious charges. 
Investigations are ongoing, 
and officials praised secu-

rity forces for their swift 
and effective response.

Guangzhou
An IndiGo flight from Del-
hi landed in Guangzhou, 

marking the restart of di-
rect services between In-
dia and China. The move 

restores important air 
links and is expected to 
ease travel for passen-
gers. Officials said the 

route will support grow-
ing demand as relations 
between the two coun-
tries improve. Alongside 
this, Air China has also 

resumed flights between 
Beijing and Delhi. More 

services by other airlines 
are being added to 

strengthen connectivity. 
The development re-

flects increasing cooper-
ation in aviation and 

trade. Authorities believe 
the restored routes will 
boost tourism, business 
travel, and overall eco-

nomic ties between both 
nations.

VANISHING WORKFORCE

Aussie min issues urgent 
plea for reef protection

Watt urges urgent action to save the Great Barrier Reef, highlighting its nine-billion-
dollar economic value and the critical need for ramped-up conservation efforts.

CANBERRA 
 

Australia’s Environment Min-
ister, Murray Watt, issued a 
stirring call, declaring that 
humanity must be "at its best" 
to save the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

Speaking at a foundation 
event, Watt warned that fail-
ing to protect the world’s larg-
est coral system would consti-
tute "gross negligence," call-
ing it the nation's most vital 
natural treasure.

The reef is currently bat-
tling a barrage of threats, in-
cluding rising ocean tempera-
tures from climate change, 
severe storms, and poor water 
quality. It also faces biologi-
cal dangers from invasive 

crown-of-thorns starfish and 
the ongoing impact of com-
mercial fishing. Watt empha-
sized that losing the reef is 
simply not an option, given its 
immense importance to both 
the planet and the Australian 
economy.Beyond its environ-

mental beauty, the reef is a 
financial powerhouse. New 
research reveals it contributed 
over nine billion Australian 
dollars to the national econo-
my in the last year alone. It 
also supports 77,000 full-time 
jobs, ranking as the country's 

fifth-largest employer.
To combat these risks, the 

federal government has joined 
forces with the Queensland 
state government to launch a 
major five-year review of the 
"2050 Sustainability Plan." 
This framework, established 
in 2015, directs all govern-
ment funding and conserva-
tion efforts. While recent re-
ports sent to UNESCO show 
progress in managing starfish 
outbreaks and improving wa-
ter quality, Watt insists that 
efforts must be ramped up. 
The minister's message was 
clear, protecting this iconic 
natural wonder requires a 
global commitment to sus-
tainable practices before it is 
too late.

South Korea pledges 
to fix ally issues

SEOUL
 

President Lee Jae Myung an-
nounced that South Korea 
aims to resolve ongoing fric-
tion with its traditional allies 
through a lens of mutual re-
spect and sovereign confi-
dence. Speaking at a Cabinet 
meeting, Lee emphasized that 
international cooperation 
must be built on "common 
sense and principles" to en-
sure healthy, future-oriented 
relationships.

The President’s comments 
follow recent diplomatic ten-
sion with Washington. Re-
ports suggest the United 
States partially suspended 
sharing intelligence regarding 
North Korea after a South 
Korean minister publicly 
identified a specific site as a 
uranium enrichment center. 
While the U.S. suspected a 
leak of classified data, Seoul 
maintains the information 
came from public sources. 
Additionally, a major data 
breach at the e-commerce gi-
ant Coupang has added fur-
ther strain to the bilateral re-
lationship.Amid these chal-
lenges, President Lee pivoted 

to a message of national 
strength. He highlighted 
South Korea’s military as the 
fifth-strongest in the world, 
noting that the country's de-
fense spending now dwarfs 
North Korea’s entire econo-
my. Lee remains committed 
to regaining wartime opera-
tional control of his nation's 
troops from the U.S. by 2030, 
a power held by Washington 
since the Korean War.

On the home front, Lee 
shared positive news regard-
ing the economy, which grew 
by 1.7 percent in the first 
quarter. Despite this recovery, 
he warned that high oil prices 
and global conflicts still pose 
risks. He urged officials to re-
main vigilant, promising that 
the government would work 
tirelessly to protect national 
security and sustain economic 
momentum during these un-
certain times.

President Lee Jae-myung 
pledged to resolve 

diplomatic friction with 
allies while asserting 

South Korea’s sovereign 
strength and economic 

resilience.

Cambodian-Thai diplomats met in Brunei to restore trust and discuss 
maritime disputes following recent deadly border conflicts.

NEIGHBOURS MEET TO DISCUSS 
TENSE BORDER ISSUES

PHNOM PENH
 

Top diplomats from Cambo-
dia and Thailand met in Bru-
nei this week to navigate a 
delicate path toward peace 
following recent military con-
flict. 

Cambodian Foreign Minis-
ter Prak Sokhonn and his Thai 
c o u n t e r p a r t ,  S i h a s a k 
Phuangketkeow, held "candid 
discussions" on the sidelines 
of an international summit to 
restore trust between the two 
nations.

The high-level talks come 
at a critical time. Only months 
ago, in December 2025, the 
two neighbors agreed to a 
ceasefire after three weeks of 

border fighting resulted in ca-
sualties on both sides. Sok-
honn emphasized that lasting 
stability requires a "genuine 
commitment" to international 
law and the ASEAN Charter 
to ensure unity within the re-
gion.

However, a new diplomatic 
rift is opening over the sea. 
Cambodia expressed "deep 
regret" over reports that Thai-
land may unilaterally with-
draw from a 2001 agreement 
regarding overlapping mari-
time claims. This agreement 
was designed to allow both 
countries to jointly explore 
energy resources in the Gulf 
of Thailand. Thai officials ar-
gued that the old deal has 

yielded no progress and sug-
gest negotiating under newer 
United Nations maritime 
frameworks instead.

While the Thai cabinet still 
needs to finalize the decision 
to scrap the maritime deal, the 
Cambodian government re-
mains firmly committed to the 
original spirit of cooperation. 
As both nations look to move 
past the shadows of recent vi-
olence, these discussions rep-
resent a vital effort to replace 
military confrontation with 
diplomatic dialogue. 

Both leaders agree that 
maintaining peace is essential 
for the economic prosperity of 
the entire Southeast Asian 
community.

Pak missile strike on varsity injures 30
KABUL 

 
Afghanistan’s Ministry of High-
er Education issued a scathing 
condemnation following a Paki-
stani military missile strike on 
Sayed Jamaluddin Afghan Uni-
versity. The attack, which oc-
curred in the eastern Kunar 
province, reportedly injured 
nearly thirty students and pro-
fessors while leaving the cam-
pus infrastructure in ruins.The 
Ministry described the strike as 
a "cowardly and ruthless" act 
that violates both Islamic prin-
ciples and international law. 
Officials argued that the barrage 
was not just a military action, 
but a direct assault on the funda-
mental foundations of Afghan 
education. Higher Education 

Minister Neda Mohammad Na-
deem has since ordered imme-
diate medical priority for the 
victims and vowed to use all 
available resources to protect 
academic and religious institu-
tions.Independent monitors, in-
cluding the International Hu-

man Rights Foundation (IHRF), 
reported even higher casualty 
figures, suggesting up to 48 
people were affected. Witnesses 
described a scene of total chaos 
as missiles struck while classes 
were in session, sending stu-
dents running for cover. 

King Charles visits DC amid ally tension
WASHINGTON 

 
King Charles III and Queen 
Camilla arrived in the United 
States for a historic four-day 
visit, landing at a time of both 
celebration and significant 
diplomatic strain. The visit 
marks the first time a British 
monarch has stepped onto 
American soil in nearly twen-
ty years, arriving just as the 
US prepares to celebrate its 
250th anniversary of indepen-
dence.The Royal couple was 
welcomed at the White House 
by President Donald Trump 
and First Lady Melania 
Trump. While the meeting be-
gan with traditional "soft 
power" diplomacy, including 
tea and a tour of the White 

House beehives, the backdrop 
is dominated by a rare mili-
tary rift. Tensions have spiked 
over the 2026 conflict with 
Iran; while the Trump admin-
istration has favored aggres-
sive military action, the UK 
government has pushed for 
de-escalation. This disagree-
ment has led to a visible cool-
ing of relations between the 

two long-term allies.
Historians are drawing par-

allels to Queen Elizabeth II’s 
1957 visit, which aimed to 
repair ties after the Suez Cri-
sis. Once again, a British 
monarch is being used as a 
"reset button" to soothe a 
frustrated U.S. administration 
through the prestige of the 
Crown.

High speed train crushes 
stalled Jakarta commuter
JAKARTA 

 
At least seven people are con-
firmed dead and dozens in-
jured after a high-speed flag-
ship train slammed into a 
stalled commuter service on 
the outskirts of Jakarta. Emer-
gency teams worked desper-
ately to liberate survivors 
pinned beneath twisted metal, 
with officials warning that the 
death toll will likely rise as 
rescuers reach more "mangled 
carriages."The disaster began 
with a bizarre chain reaction 
at a level crossing. According 
to rail operator KAI, a taxi 
clipped a Jakarta-Cikarang 
commuter train, causing the 
local service to stall on the 

tracks. Shortly after, the Argo 
Bromo Anggrek, a premier 
high-speed express traveling 
between the capital and Sura-
baya, plowed into the station-
ary cars. The impact was so 
severe that search and rescue 
head Mohammad Syafii de-
scribed the scene as having 
"limited space" for even the 
most basic evacuation maneu-
vers.Witnesses watched as 
responders used angle grind-
ers to cut through steel frames 
to reach those trapped inside. 
The National Search and Res-
cue Agency (BASARNAS) 
noted that the process is mov-
ing "slowly" to avoid further 
injury to those still alive with-
in the debris.

ISIS claims 
attack killing 29 

in Nigeria
ADAMAWA 

 
The Islamic State (ISIS) has of-
ficially claimed responsibility 
for a brutal massacre that left at 
least 29 people dead in Nige-
ria’s Adamawa state. The group 
issued a statement following the 
assault on the Guyaku commu-
nity, located within the Gombi 
Local Government Area, where 
armed gunmen targeted unsus-
pecting residents in a wave of 
violence.State Governor Ahma-
du Umaru Fintiri visited the 
grieving community to assess 
the damage and offer support to 
survivors. Describing the inci-
dent as "tragic and unaccept-
able," the Governor confirmed 
the death toll and condemned 
the killers. He called the assault 
a "cowardly act" and an affront 
to humanity, promising that 
those responsible for the blood-
shed would face justice.

Admiral warns China is 
pacing while US fights in Iran
WASHINGTON 

 
Admiral Samuel J. Paparo, 
Commander of the U.S. In-
do-Pacific Command (IN-
DOPACOM), delivered a so-
bering warning to Congress, 
cautioning that China’s mili-
tary remains a profound and 
growing threat even as Amer-
ican resources are heavily di-
verted to "Operation Epic 
Fury" in Iran. During his tes-
timony before the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
Paparo stressed that while the 
U.S. is engaged in the Middle 
East, the Indo-Pacific remains 

the "decisive theater" for 
American security.

The pr imary concern 
among lawmakers is the rapid 
depletion of the U.S. "maga-
zine depth." Estimates sug-
gest the war against Tehran is 
costing nearly $1 billion per 
day, consuming finite stocks 
of precision-guided missiles 
and munitions that would be 
vital in a conflict over Tai-
wan. Admiral Paparo admit-
ted there are "finite limits" to 
current stockpiles, though he 
maintained confidence that 
resources are being used judi-
ciously. 

Afghan faces massive loss of female workers
KABUL 

 
A chilling new report from 
UNICEF warns that Afghani-
stan is on the brink of a pro-
fessional collapse, risking the 
loss of over 25,000 female 
teachers and healthcare work-
ers by 2030. 

The analysis, highlights the 
devastating “cost of inaction” 
as strict bans on girls’ educa-
tion and women’s employ-
ment continue to stifle the 
nation’s future.

According to the data, the 
country could lose 20,000 ed-
ucators and 5,400 medical 

professionals within the next 
four years. This shortage is 

fueled by a dual crisis, expe-
rienced women are retiring or 

leaving the workforce, while 
the next generation of girls is 
barred from the secondary 
and higher education needed 
to replace them. Since 2021, 
over one million girls have 
been denied the right to learn, 
a number expected to double 
by 2030 if policies do not 
change.

The impact on public health 
and safety is particularly dire. 
In many parts of Afghanistan, 
cultural norms prevent wom-
en from seeking medical care 
from men. As female doctors 
and nurses disappear, mater-
nal and newborn health ser-

vices will inevitably decline. 
UNICEF Executive Director 
Catherine Russell noted that 
these restrictions are already 
costing the Afghan economy 
roughly $84 million every 
year. UNICEF is urgently 
calling on the de facto author-
ities to lift the ban on second-
ary education. Without a swift 
reversal, the agency warns 
that the country will lose an 
entire generation of skilled 
professionals, leaving schools 
empty and hospitals unable to 
provide essential care for the 
nation’s most vulnerable 
women and children.

Mayor condemns Queens subway shooting of teen
NEW YORK 

 
Mayor Zohran Mamdani 
issued a stern warning that 
"violence has no place on our 
subways" following a har-
rowing shooting that left a 
15-year-old boy wounded on 
a crowded Queens train. The 
attack occurred during the 

height of the rush hour on a 
Manhattan-bound A train as 
it pulled into the 80th Street 
station, sparking widespread 
panic among commuters.

The New York City Police 
Department (NYPD) is cur-
rently questioning two per-
sons of interest, though a 
weapon has not yet been re-

covered. Investigators be-
lieve the gunfire erupted fol-
lowing a heated verbal dis-
pute inside the train car. Wit-
nesses described a scene of 
"pandemonium" as riders 
dove for the floor to avoid 
the bullets. "Believe me, they 
were not firecrackers," one 
witness told reporters, de-

scribing how passengers fled 
in terror once the doors final-
ly opened at the platform.The 
young victim was rushed to 
Jamaica Hospital and is 
thankfully expected to sur-
vive. Mayor Mamdani, who 
was briefed on the situation 
shortly after the incident, em-
phasized his administration's 

commitment to protecting 
children on their daily com-
mutes. He called the shooting 
"unacceptable" and vowed to 
increase safety measures 
throughout the transit net-
work.Queens District Attor-
ney Melinda Katz joined the 
Mayor in condemning the vi-
olence, highlighting the urgent 

need to remove illegal fire-
arms from the hands of young 
people. As the 80th Street sta-
tion was cordoned off for evi-
dence collection, city officials 
reassured a nervous public 
that every resource would be 
used to ensure the subway re-
mains a safe space for all New 
Yorkers.
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ED attaches Rs 3,034 

cr assets in RCOM 
fraud case

Google wallet now 
supports Aadhaar 

digital ID

Maruti Suzuki posts 
record sales, dividend 

in FY26

Bullet train plan 
promises faster south 

connectivity

NEW DELHI
The Enforcement Directo-
rate has attached assets 
worth Rs 3,034 crore in 

the Reliance Communica-
tions bank fraud case 
linked to Anil Ambani 

Group. Officials said the 
action was taken under 

the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act to protect 
public funds and prevent 

misuse of assets. With 
this, total attachments in 

related cases have 
crossed Rs 19,000 crore. 
The investigation began 

after complaints from 
major banks over unpaid 
loans. Authorities found 

properties and shares 
linked to the group. The 

move aims to recover 
losses faced by banks. 
Further investigation is 

ongoing as officials con-
tinue to track financial ir-

regularities.

NEW DELHI
Google has introduced a 
new feature allowing us-

ers in India to store 
Aadhaar verifiable cre-

dentials in Google Wallet 
for secure identity checks. 

The service, developed 
with UIDAI, lets users 

share only required de-
tails when needed. It can 
be used for age proof, on-
line services, and applica-

tions. Partners include 
PVR INOX, BharatMatri-
mony, and Atlys, offering 

easier verification and ac-
cess. Officials said the 

feature focuses on privacy 
and security. More servic-
es are expected soon. The 

move is part of Google’s 
global push to expand 

digital identity tools, mak-
ing everyday verification 
faster, simpler, and more 

convenient for users 
across platforms.

NEW DELHI
Maruti Suzuki India re-
ported its highest-ever 
annual sales, revenue, 

and profit for FY26, 
marking strong growth in 

the automobile sector. 
The company an-

nounced a final dividend 
of Rs 140 per share, sub-
ject to shareholder ap-
proval. Total revenue 

rose by over 20 percent, 
while net profit slightly 
increased compared to 

last year. The automaker 
sold over 24 lakh vehi-

cles, including strong do-
mestic and export per-

formance. It also re-
mained India’s top pas-
senger vehicle exporter 

for the fifth year. 

VISAKHAPATNAM
Railway Minister Ashwini 

Vaishnaw announced 
plans for a high-speed 
bullet train network in 

South India, aiming to re-
duce travel time and 

boost regional growth. 
The proposed routes will 
connect major cities like 

Hyderabad, Chennai, 
Bengaluru, Pune, and 

Mumbai. Officials said the 
project will create a 

strong economic network 
across regions. The minis-

ter also confirmed that 
the South Coast Railway 
Zone will be notified on 

June 1, 2026. Plans to ex-
pand railway lines and 
modernise stations are 

underway. Authorities be-
lieve improved rail and 
digital connectivity will 
support development, 
tourism, and business, 

making travel faster and 
more efficient.

Indian energy giants strike oil in Libya
Oil India and Indian Oil have discovered significant oil and gas reserves in Libya’s Ghadames Basin.

NEW DELHI 
 

The Indian government an-
nounced that a consortium of 
national oil companies has 
made a significant oil and gas 
discovery in Libya’s Gha-
dames Basin.

The success of Oil India 
Limited (OIL) and Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited (IOCL) 
is being hailed as a major 
milestone, reflecting the 
growing global footprint of 

India's energy sector.
The discovery occurred in 

"Contract Area 95/96," where 
a well was drilled to a depth 
of 8,440 feet. Early testing 
produced impressive results, 
yielding 13 million cubic feet 
of gas and 327 barrels of con-
densate per day. This project 
was a collaborative effort 
with SIPEX Algeria serving 
as the operator, highlighting 
the success of strategic inter-
national partnerships.

The Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas congratulat-

ed the firms on social media, 
noting that the find is a 
"promising development" for 
India's long-term energy secu-
rity. The government is cur-
rently pushing to increase 
domestic crude production to 
35 million metric tonnes by 
2030 to meet rising demand. 
By acquiring overseas assets 
like the one in Libya, India 
aims to reduce its heavy reli-
ance on energy imports.

The news sent ripples 

through the stock market, 
with Oil India shares jumping 
more than 4 percent to an in-
traday high of Rs 497 on the 
BSE. While Indian Oil shares 
remained relatively flat, the 
overall sentiment remains 
high. This discovery not only 
strengthens India's presence 
in North Africa but also 
serves as a testament to the 
technical capabilities of its 
state-run energy giants on the 
world stage.

Indian airlines may cut 
flights after fuel hike

NEW DELHI 
 

Indian airlines are bracing for 
a potential reduction in flight 
capacity as they await the 
next revision of Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) prices in 
May. 

According to reports, a 
sharp increase in jet fuel costs 
could force carriers to ratio-
nalize their operations, partic-
ularly by cutting frequencies 
on less profitable, short-haul 
routes.

Domestic airlines are 
currently in a "wait-
and-watch" mode, 
assessing how rising 
fuel expenses will 
impact their bottom 
lines. Industry sources 
suggest that if costs 
jump substantially, routes 
with consistently low passen-
ger occupancy will be the 
first to face the axe. This cau-
tion persists despite recent 
government efforts to cushion 
the blow, including a 25 per-
cent reduction in parking and 
landing fees at major airports 
and a temporary cap on April 
fuel price hikes.

However, the outlook re-
mains volatile. The Ministry 
of Finance recently notified 

an increase in the duty on 
ATF, raising it from Rs 29.5 
to Rs 42 per litre. If the gov-
ernment decides to withdraw 
the current 25 percent cap on 

monthly price increases, 
experts warn that do-

mestic flight cancel-
lations could spike 
sharply.

India’s aviation 
sector is particularly 

vulnerable right now 
due to the nation’s 

heavy reliance on oil imports, 
which cover over 85 percent 
of its needs. 

With geopolitical tensions 
in West Asia threatening glob-
al supply chains, airlines are 
being forced to re-evaluate 
their networks. 

For travelers, this could 
mean fewer choices and high-
er fares as carriers prioritize 
financial survival over expan-
sive flight schedules in a 
high-cost environment.

Domestic airlines are 
currently in a 

‘wait-and-watch’ 
mode, assessing how 
rising fuel expenses 

will impact their 
bottom lines.

Adani Group pledges billions for India’s AI
VISAKHAPATNAM 

 
In a massive boost to the na-
tion's digital future, the Adani 
Group announced a $100 bil-
lion commitment to build the 
infrastructure required for In-
dia’s artificial intelligence 
(AI) growth. 

Speaking at the foundation 
ceremony for a new Google 
AI Data Centre, Director Jeet 
Adani emphasized that for In-
dia to lead the global AI race, 
it must build massive, home-
grown facilities.

The centerpiece of this am-
bition is a $15 billion joint 
project with Google Cloud to 
construct a data center cam-
pus in Visakhapatnam. Set to 
be the largest facility of its 
kind outside the United 

States, the project represents 
one of the biggest foreign in-
vestments in Indian history. It 
will utilize the same cut-
ting-edge technology that 
powers global giants like 
Google Search and YouTube.

Jeet Adani highlighted that 
the "affordability of intelli-
gence" starts with energy. The 
Adani Group plans to create 
an integrated platform linking 
energy generation and digital 
networks, all powered by 

clean, reliable power. "As the 
cost of computing falls, inno-
vation accelerates," he noted, 
adding that cheap energy is 
the key to making AI accessi-
ble to everyone, not just large 
corporations.

Currently, India’s total data 
center capacity sits at roughly 
1.3 gigawatts. Remarkably, 
the Visakhapatnam site alone 
is designed to reach 1 giga-
watt. Comparing the city to 
the tech-heavy Bengaluru, 
Adani predicted that Vi-
sakhapatnam will anchor In-
dia’s AI revolution. By build-
ing at this unprecedented 
scale, the group aims to de-
mocratize AI, ensuring the 
technology transforms society 
and fosters inclusive econom-
ic growth across the country.

India unveils bold digital roadmap for 2047
NEW DELHI 

 
NITI Aayog launched a stra-
t e g i c  r o a d m a p  t i t l e d 
"DPI@2047," charting a 
course to transform India into 
a developed nation through 
advanced Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI). Developed 
with Deloitte and the EkStep 
Foundation, the plan shifts the 
national focus from simple 

digital inclusion to a new era 
of massive productivity and 
livelihood-led growth.

The roadmap outlines a 
two-phase journey. The im-
mediate priority, DPI 2.0 
(2025–2035), aims to break 
structural bottlenecks in agri-
culture, health, and small 
businesses. This will be fol-
lowed by DPI 3.0 (2035–
2047), focusing on broad-

based prosperity. The goal is 
to move beyond basic digital 
identity and payments, creat-
ing "connective infrastruc-
ture" that allows innovation to 
reach every citizen and small 
enterprise at lightning speed.

To achieve this, the govern-
ment identified four execution 
pillars like district-level de-
mand, scaling tech entrepre-
neurship, leveraging artificial 

intelligence, and improving 
data use. Principal Scientific 
Adviser Prof. Ajay Kumar 
Sood noted that India’s ability 
to lead will be defined by 
turning science into "trusted 
public outcomes." By democ-
ratizing AI and open systems, 
the plan ensures that frontier 
technologies are not just for 
the elite but are used to raise 
living standards nationwide.

Global chip shortage squeezes smartphone market
SEOUL 

 
A critical global shortage of 
memory chips is reshaping 
the smartphone industry, cre-
ating a sharp divide between 
tech giants and their Chinese 
rivals. 

While the overall market 
saw a 4.1% decline in ship-
ments during the first quarter, 
Samsung and Apple have 
emerged as the only major 
players to post year-on-year 
growth, leveraging their mas-
sive supply chain influence to 
navigate the crisis.

The bottleneck centers on 
Low-Power DRAM (LPD-
DR), a vital component for 
mobile devices. Demand for 
these chips has skyrocketed as 

AI leader Nvidia hoards sup-
ply for its next-generation 
“Vera Rubin” GPU platforms. 
This competition has sent 
prices soaring, leaving manu-
facturers with a difficult 
choice, pay a premium or face 
production stalls.

Industry analysts point out 
that Samsung and Apple are 

uniquely positioned to survive 
this “chip crunch.” Apple uses 
its “financial firepower” to 
lock in supply through mas-
sive prepayments, while Sam-
sung relies on internal coordi-
nation between its chip-mak-
ing and phone-making divi-
sions. In contrast, Chinese 
vendors like Xiaomi, Oppo, 

and Vivo are losing ground. 
Xiaomi alone saw shipments 
drop by 8 million units this 
quarter. These companies, 
which rely heavily on budget 
and mid-range models, cannot 
easily pass rising component 
costs onto consumers without 
losing sales volume.

The outlook for the rest of 
the year remains grim. Re-
ports predicts the shortage 
will drag global shipments 

down to 1.12 billion units, the 
lowest level since 2013. Ex-
perts believe this represents a 
permanent shift in the indus-
try, where design and camera 
quality once determined a 
phone’s success, the ability to 
reliably secure core compo-
nents has now become the 
ultimate competitive advan-
tage. Market stabilization is 
not expected until at least late 
2027.

THE MEMORY BOTTLENECK

Shipments (Millions)Brand Market share

Samsung 62.8 21.7%
Apple 61.1 19.6%
Broad 

Market 289.7 -4.1% (YOY)

India set to become global 
electronics, semiconductor hub’
VISAKHAPATNAM 

 
Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw declared that India 
is set to become a premier 
"trusted supply chain partner" 
for the global electronics in-
dustry. 

Speaking at the ground-
breaking ceremony for the 
Google Cloud India AI Hub, 
Vaishnaw emphasized that the 
country is rapidly moving be-
yond its reputation for IT ser-
vices to become a power-
house in high-tech manufac-
turing.

The Minister highlighted 
India's explosive growth in 
mobile manufacturing, noting 
that local production now 
meets nearly 50 percent of 
domestic demand. Further-
more, under the National 
Semiconductor Mission, com-
mercial production has offi-
cially commenced on Indian 
soil. Vaishnaw extended a di-
rect invitation to global tech 
giants to move their produc-
tion of servers, GPUs, and 
chips to India, citing the 
country's reliable policy 
framework and visionary 
leadership.

The $15 billion Google 

project in Visakhapatnam is a 
cornerstone of this strategy. 
Vaishnaw predicted that these 
investments would transform 
Visakhapatnam into “AI Pat-
nam” (AI City), serving as a 
global hub for Artificial Intel-
ligence, Space, and Quantum 
technology. 

Key features of the 
development include:
n �Hyperscale AI  

Data Centre: A 1 GW 
facility developed in 
partnership with Adan-
iConneX and Airtel 
Nxtra.

n �Massive Land  
Allocation: The 
Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has provided 
600 acres across Tur-
luvada, Rambilli, and 
Adavivaram.

n �Global Connectivity: 
Google is laying three 
subsea cables from 
Visakhapatnam, linking 
India directly to digital 
routes in Australia, the 
Middle East, Europe, 
Africa, and the U.S.

Govt orders heatwave protections for workers
NEW DELHI 

 
As temperatures soar across 
the country, the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment is-
sued a mandatory heatwave 
advisory, ordering States and 
Union Territories to imple-
ment immediate safety mea-
sures for the nation's work-
force.

The directive specifically 
targets outdoor and labor-in-
tensive industries, such as 
construction, mining, and 
brick kilns, where workers 

face the highest risk of 
heat-related illness.

The government has man-
dated a multi-sectoral ap-
proach, requiring employers 
to provide adequate drinking 
water, shaded rest areas, and 
cooling arrangements at 
workplaces. 

The ministry is placing a 
heavy emphasis on "vulnera-
ble" groups, including daily 
wage earners and casual la-
borers who often work at "la-
bor chowks." States are en-
couraged to launch public 

awareness campaigns using 
posters and banners to display 
safety messages and emergen-
cy contact numbers.

To ensure compliance, all 
organizations and state de-
partments must submit fort-
nightly status reports to the 
Ministry. This monitoring 
system is designed to ensure 
that the guidelines translate 
into real-world protection, 
preventing the tragic fatalities 
often associated with India's 
increasingly severe summer 
heatwaves.

India’s industry 
hiring jumps as 

jobs multiply
NEW DELHI 

 
India’s Manufacturing, Engi-
neering, and Infrastructure 
(MEI) sector is witnessing a 
massive hiring boom, record-
ing a 6.6 percent net employ-
ment gain for the first half of 
the 2026–27 fiscal year. 

A new report reveals that 
roughly 70 percent of em-
ployers in these fields plan to 
expand their workforce, fu-
eled by aggressive invest-
ments in semiconductors and 
clean energy.

The surge is largely driven 
by government-led initiatives 
like the National Manufactur-
ing Mission. Massive semi-
conductor projects in Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka 
are expected to create nearly 
one million jobs by 2028, 
spanning chip design, testing, 
and supply chain roles. Ex-
perts say the sector has 
moved past simple recovery 
and is now in a phase of high-
speed growth, particularly as 
factories adopt "Industry 4.0" 
technologies such as automa-
tion and digital plant opera-
tions.

Geographically, Chennai is 
leading the charge with a 24 
percent intent to hire, fol-
lowed closely by Pune and 
Bengaluru. 

These cities are benefiting 
from their proximity to major 
manufacturing hubs and re-
search centers. 

Because the demand for 
skilled engineers and project 
managers is so high, the re-
port projects that salary raises 
in this sector will hit 9.4 per-
cent, outpacing traditional 
heavyweights like the IT and 
banking industries.

With 46 percent of compa-
nies maintaining stable head-
counts and 33 percent actively 
growing, the data suggests 
this isn't just a temporary 
spike but a sustained, invest-
ment-driven expansion. 

As India cements its role as 
a global manufacturing hub, 
the MEI sector is fast becom-
ing the primary engine for 
high-quality, high-paying jobs 
across the country.

OPENAI-MICROSOFT REWRITE THEIR 
MULTI-BILLION-DOLLAR DEAL

WASHINGTON 
 

In a major shift for the AI in-
dustry, Microsoft and OpenAI 
announced a significant over-
haul of their multi-billion dol-
lar partnership. 

The revised deal effectively 
ends the exclusivity that pre-
viously tethered OpenAI’s 
cutting-edge models solely to 
Microsoft’s ecosystem, grant-
ing the ChatGPT creator new-
found freedom to work with 
rival cloud providers.

The amended agreement is 
designed to provide "flexibil-
ity and certainty" as the AI 
landscape becomes increas-
ingly competitive. While Mi-
crosoft remains the primary 
cloud partner, OpenAI is now 
permitted to offer its products 
across multiple platforms. 

This move allows OpenAI 
to diversify its enterprise 
reach while easing the anti-
trust scrutiny that has dogged 
the relationship in recent 
months.

Despite these changes, the 
two companies remain deeply 
intertwined. Microsoft will 
continue to be a major share-
holder and will collaborate 
with OpenAI on massive in-
frastructure projects, includ-
ing next-generation silicon 
development and expanding 
global data center capacity. 

OpenAI will also continue 
making revenue share pay-
ments to Microsoft through 
2030, though these are now 
subject to a total cap.

Manufacturing 
hubs drive 
India’s bold 

economic push
NEW DELHI 

 
India is betting big on inte-
grated manufacturing hubs to 
skyrocket its economy from 
$3.7 trillion to a staggering 
$35 trillion by 2047. Accord-
ing to reports, the government 
aims to increase manufactur-
ing’s share of the GDP to 25 
percent, up from its current 
level of roughly 17 percent.

This ambitious shift relies 
on "system-level planning" 
rather than individual projects. 
By building massive industrial 
corridors like the Delhi–
Mumbai and Vizag–Chennai 
lines, the government is creat-
ing spatial ecosystems that 
combine world-class logistics 
with regulatory support. To 
fuel this, capital expenditure 
has seen a historic rise, jump-
ing from Rs 2 lakh crore a de-
cade ago to Rs 12.2 lakh crore 
for the 2026–27 fiscal year.

Global investors are taking 
notice, ranking India as the 
world’s third most sought-af-
ter manufacturing destination. 
The quality of production is 
also evolving, nearly half of 
the country’s manufacturing 
value now comes from medi-
um- and high-technology ac-
tivities. Meanwhile, the na-
tion’s 7.47 crore MSMEs re-
main the backbone of this 
growth.
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KALABURAGI

NEW DELHI

Delhi Capitals captain Axar 
Patel blamed a combination 
of hesitation, pressure and 
“bad luck” for his side’s dra-
matic batting collapse against 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
in the IPL clash.

Axar said the team never 
recovered after losing wickets 
in quick succession. Delhi 
were left reeling at six wick-
ets for just eight runs during a 
disastrous phase that effec-
tively ended the contest.

The skipper admitted the 
scars of the previous game, 
where Delhi failed to defend 
a massive 264-run total 
against Punjab Kings, may 
have subconsciously affected 
the batters.

“I think because of what 
happened in the last game 
there was some hesitation. 
Other than that, I think it was 
bad luck. No batter could re-
ally settle because wickets 
kept falling every one or two 
balls,” Axar said.

He explained that condi-
tions changed rapidly during 

the innings. According to him, 
there was considerable swing 
with the new ball before the 
pitch eased out later. Howev-
er, by then, the damage had 
already been done.

“In the first over there was 
swing. Later, once boundaries 
came, the swing reduced. But 
when you score only around 
60 or 70, bowlers also feel 
pressure because they know 
the total is too low,” he added.

Axar refused to blame the 
bowling attack and instead 
accepted that the batting unit 
failed to adjust to the chang-
ing conditions. He said the 
surface looked similar 
to the one used in 
t h e  p r e v i o u s 
m a t c h ,  b u t 
wea the r  and 
wind conditions 
made batting 
much tougher 
under lights.

The  De lh i 
captain also con-
firmed that Aus-
tralian fast bowler 
Mitchell Starc has 
joined the squad and is 

expected to be available after 
May 1, depending on work-
load management.

Backing debutant Sahil 
Parakh despite his early dis-
missal, Axar said the young-
ster showed promise during 
training sessions and de-
served support.

He also urged fans to con-
tinue backing the team de-
spite the setback, insisting 
one poor performance 
should not lead to panic 
or drastic changes in 
the squad.

AXAR PATEL BLAMES LUCK, 
HESITATION FOR DC COLLAPSE

DC 
skipper 

admits early 
wickets and pressure 
changed momentum 

completely against 
Bengaluru side

Maharaj replaces injured 
Santner in MI squad

MUMBAI

Keshav Maharaj has replaced 
in jured  New Zea land 
all-rounder Mitchell Santner 
in the Mumbai Indians 
squad for the remainder of 
the IPL 2026 season.

The Indian Premier 
League confirmed the de-
velopment after Santner 
was ruled out with a left 
shoulder injury sustained 
during Mumbai Indians’ 
previous match against 

Chennai Super Kings at the 
Wankhede Stadium.

According to the IPL 
statement, Santner suffered the 

injury while attempting a catch 
near the boundary ropes. The 
New Zealand spinner had taken 
an impressive diving catch to dis-
miss Kartik Sharma off a delivery 
from Jasprit Bumrah, but landed 
awkwardly, injuring his shoulder 
and also appearing to hurt his 
head during the fall.

He was later substituted by 
Shardul Thakur under the con-
cussion substitute rule as con-
cerns grew over his condition.

Mumbai Indians head coach 
Mahela Jayawardene said Sant-
ner experienced dizziness after 

returning to the dressing room 
and was immediately taken for 
scans. “I think he hit his head 
first, neck, obviously the shoulder 
as well. He went for a scan be-
cause once he got back, he felt 
dizziness. He felt that he was not 
stable, so we took him for a 
scan,” Jayawardene told reporters 
after the game.

Maharaj, one of South Africa’s 
most experienced spin-bowling 
all-rounders, recently featured in 
the T20I series against New Zea-
land. The left-arm spinner has 
limited IPL experience, having 
played two matches for Rajasthan 
Royals during the 2024 season.

The IPL said Maharaj joins 
Mumbai Indians for a fee of ₹75 
lakh as the five-time champions 
look to strengthen their spin de-
partment ahead of the crucial fi-
nal phase of the tournament.

Mumbai Indians will next face 
Sunrisers Hyderabad on Wednes-
day as they continue their push 
for a playoff berth.

South African spinner 
joins Mumbai Indians 
after Santner suffers 

shoulder injury during 
recent clash

Parth Jindal urges DC to stay united 
after crushing defeat against RCB

NEW DELHI

Parth Jindal has urged Delhi 
Capitals to remain united and 
keep believing after the fran-
chise suffered a humiliating 
nine-wicket defeat against 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
in IPL 2026 at the Arun Jait-
ley Stadium.

Delhi endured one of the 
worst collapses in IPL history 
after being bowled out for just 
75 runs in 16.3 overs. The 
home side was reduced to a 
shocking 8 for 6 within the 
first four overs as Josh Hazle-
wood and Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar dismantled the batting 
line-up with a devastating 
spell of swing bowling.

The dramatic collapse came 
on the same ground where 
Delhi had scored 264 runs 

only days earlier, making the 
defeat even more painful for 
players and supporters.

Reacting after the match, 
Jindal broke his silence on so-
cial media and appealed to the 
team not to let the season slip 
away following the crushing 
setback.

“Stay together more than 
ever now @DelhiCapitals – 
really very tough to take, but 

we must keep fighting and 
keep believing,” Jindal posted 
on X.

The defeat has placed Del-
hi’s playoff hopes under seri-
ous pressure, with the fran-
chise now languishing in sev-
enth place on the points table 
after managing only three 
wins from eight matches. 
Their net run rate has also 
taken a major hit, dropping to 
-1.060.

Delhi captain Axar Patel 
admitted after the game that 
the team was left stunned by 
the sudden collapse and strug-
gled to understand how events 
unfolded so quickly.

“I still don’t understand 
what happened. Tonight was 
a total blackout,” Axar said 
during the post-match presen-
tation.

England all-rounder expected to strengthen struggling Mumbai 
Indians against Sunrisers Hyderabad clash Wednesday

WILL JACKS SET FOR FIRST IPL 2026 APPEARANCE 
AS MUMBAI SEEK CAMPAIGN REVIVAL

MUMBAI

Will Jacks is set to make his 
first appearance of IPL 2026 
for Mumbai Indians as the 
five-time champions look to 
revive their faltering cam-
paign against Sunrisers Hy-
derabad on Wednesday.

Jacks, who arrived late for 
the season due to internation-
al commitments, trained ex-
tensively at the Wankhede 
Stadium on Monday evening, 
strongly indicating he will be 
drafted straight into the play-
ing XI for the crucial encoun-
ter.

The England all-rounder 
was expected to play a major 
role for Mumbai this season 
after an impressive ICC T20 
World Cup campaign, where 
he collected four Player-of-
the-Match awards. However, 
his delayed arrival had left 
fans wondering when — or 
even if — he would join the 
squad.

Mumbai’s season has al-

ready slipped into dangerous 
territory with five defeats 
from seven matches, leaving 
little margin for further set-
backs. The team’s heavy 
home defeat to Chennai Super 
Kings last week only intensi-
fied pressure on the squad and 
leadership group. Jacks’ in-
clusion has become even 
more significant following the 
injury to Mitchell Santner, 
who has been ruled out of the 
remainder of the tournament 
with a shoulder injury sus-
tained against Chennai.

The 27-year-old is expected 
to provide much-needed bal-
ance to the Mumbai side. 
Captain Hardik Pandya has 
struggled to deliver consis-
tently with the bat this season, 
and Jacks’ aggressive finish-
ing ability could add depth to 
a batting line-up that has 
failed to click regularly.

Apart from his batting, 
Jacks’ off-spin may also 
prove crucial against Hyder-
abad’s left-handed heavy bat-

ting unit. Mumbai manage-
ment believes his all-round 
versatility can offer greater 
flexibility in team combina-
tions during the business end 
of the tournament.

Head coach Mahela Jay-
awardene and the team lead-
ership are hoping Jacks’ arriv-

al sparks a turnaround in for-
tunes as Mumbai chase mo-
mentum in a tightly contested 
IPL season.

For Mumbai Indians, the 
upcoming clash could mark a 
defining point — and Jacks 
may well become the catalyst 
they desperately need.

Clinical Manchester United beat 
Brentford to strengthen top-four grip

MANCHESTER

Manchester United produced 
a clinical display to defeat 
Brentford 2-1 at Old Trafford, 
moving three points clear in 
third place and strengthening 
their push for Champions 
League qualification.

The win also saw United 
pull ahead of chasing rivals 
Liverpool and Aston Villa, 
taking a significant step to-
ward securing a top-four fin-
ish for the first time since 
2024.

United made a fast start 
when Casemiro opened the 
scoring in the 11th minute, 
rising at the back post to head 
home his 11th headed goal 
since joining the club in 2022. 
Only Erling Haaland, Ollie 

Watkins, and Chris Wood 
have scored more headed 
goals in that period.

Brentford responded well in 
an open first half but were 
punished again just before the 
interval when Benjamin 
Šeško finished a rapid coun-

terattack, converting a precise 
pass from Bruno Fernandes.

The assist was Fernandes’ 
19th of the Premier League 
season, the highest in the 
league, leaving him just one 
short of the all-time sin-
gle-season record. Šeško 
praised the understanding be-
tween the pair after the match.

“Me and Bruno Fernandes 
work a lot on the training 
pitch and it is paying off. 
Having a teammate with this 
quality is a pleasure,” he said.

Brentford improved after 
the break and created several 
chances, but poor finishing 
cost them a result. Their per-
sistence was rewarded late 
when Mathias Jensen struck 
from distance in the 87th min-
ute to set up a nervy finale.

New York City to host 
free World Cup fan events 

across all five boroughs
NEW YORK

New York City will host a se-
ries of free World Cup fan 
events across all five bor-
oughs, offering residents a 
chance to experience the tour-
nament atmosphere without 
paying steep ticket prices.

The initiative was an-
nounced by city officials, with 
events designed to bring the 
excitement of the global foot-
ball spectacle closer to local 
communities. Each borough 
will host its own fan zone fea-
turing live match screenings, 
entertainment, and themed ac-
tivities.

The venues include Rocke-
feller Center in Manhattan, 
Billie Jean King National Ten-
nis Center in Queens, Brook-
lyn Bridge Park in Brooklyn, a 
shopping complex near Yan-
kee Stadium in the Bronx, and 
a minor league baseball stadi-

um in Staten Island. A separate 
fan event will also be held at 
Sports Illustrated Stadium, 
home of the New York Red 
Bulls, though that event will 
carry a $10 entry fee.

The announcement comes as 
officials expect the region to 
generate more than $3.3 bil-
lion in economic activity 
during the tournament. How-
ever, there are concerns that 
residents could be priced out 
of live match experiences due 
to high ticket and travel costs.

World Cup matches are 
scheduled to take place at 
MetLife Stadium, where trans-
portation and access costs 
alone could reach up to $150 
for some fans attending 
games. New York City Mayor 
Zohran Mamdani, a well-
known football enthusiast, an-
nounced the programme 
alongside New York Governor 
Kathy Hochul. 

India bow out of Uber Cup 
with 0–5 defeat to China

DENMARK

PV Sindhu led from the front 
but India Women crashed out 
of the Uber Cup Finals after 
suffering a comprehensive 
0–5 defeat to China in their 
final Group A tie.

The result marked the end 
of India’s campaign after an 
opening 2–3 loss to 
hosts Denmark and 
a convincing 4–1 
win over Ukraine 
earlier in the group 
stage.

Facing the most 
successful team in 
Uber Cup history, 
China women's bad-
minton team, India 
struggled to convert key mo-
ments despite fighting perfor-
mances across matches.

Sindhu came close to turn-
ing the tie in India’s favour 
during the opening singles 
against world No. 2 Wang 
Zhiyi. She led 18–12 in the 
deciding game but eventually 
lost 16–21, 21–19, 19–21 af-
ter a dramatic turnaround.

The defeat gave China a 
1–0 lead, and the momentum 
never shifted thereafter.

In doubles, Priya Konjeng-
bam and Shruti Mishra were 
overpowered by the world 
No. 1 pair Liu Sheng Shu and 

Tan Ning, going down 11–21, 
8–21.

India’s second singles play-
er Isharani Baruah showed 
flashes of brilliance against 
Tokyo Olympic champion 
Chen Yufei but committed er-
rors at crucial stages to lose 
22–20, 21–13, giving China 
an unassailable 3–0 lead.

The pair of Treesa 
Jolly and Kavipriya Sel-
vam fought hard in their 
doubles match but went 
down 10–21, 21–12, 
19–21 in a closely con-
tested encounter.

In the final singles, 
Devika Sihag started 
strongly but faded 
against Xu Wen Jing, 

losing 21–19, 17–21, 10–21.
Sindhu later reflected on her 

narrow loss, admitting that de-
spite creating multiple chanc-
es, she was unable to close out 
the match. “We were fighting 
very hard for every point. I 
had chances, but I couldn’t 
convert them,” Sindhu said.

With this defeat, India end 
their Uber Cup journey on a 
disappointing note, while Chi-
na continue their dominant 
run in the tournament. Atten-
tion will now shift to India’s 
men’s team, who face China 
in the upcoming Thomas Cup 
encounter.

Sabalenka powers through Madrid while 
virus scare disrupts top stars

MADRID

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka 
stayed on course to defend 
her title at the Madrid Open, 
overcoming a tough challenge 
from Naomi Osaka while sev-
eral top players were hit by a 
mysterious stomach virus 
sweeping through the tourna-
ment.

Sabalenka defeated Osaka 
6-7 (1), 6-3, 6-2 in a gripping 
fourth-round match on Mon-
day, extending her winning 
streak to 15 matches and 
reaching yet another WTA 
quarterfinal. Despite dropping 
the first set, the Belarusian 
regrouped strongly to domi-

nate the final two sets.
However, much of the at-

tention in Madrid has shifted 
off the court due to a health 
scare affecting multiple play-
ers. Iga Świątek, Coco Gauff 
and Marin Čilić were among 
those reportedly affected by a 
stomach virus or possible 
food poisoning.

The outbreak has sparked 
concern in the locker rooms, 
with rumours suggesting con-
taminated food—possibly 
shrimp tacos—could be re-
sponsible.

Sabalenka, however, has so 
far avoided any illness and 
said she is taking strict pre-
cautions with her diet.


