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SIDDUOUT, DKS IN

Among the biggest OBC leaders of Cong, Siddaramaiah resigned as CM after

months of tug-of-war with his bete noire, DK Shivakumar, over the top job
SIDDARAMAIAH, SHIVAKUMAR LEAVE FOR DELHI

Bengaluru: Shortly after tendering his resignation as the CM, Siddaramaiah left
for New Delhi, where he is likely to meet the high command regarding his successor
and the Cabinet formation exercise. As per sources, discussions related to selecting
new legislature party leader, ministry composition, and other modalities, including the
KPCC president post, which is currently held by Shivakumar, are likely to be discussed.

Shivakumar, who is widely seen as the frontrunner to succeed Siddaramaiah as CM,
left for New Delhi hours after Siddaramaiah announced his resignation.

Siddu’s flight lands in Jaipur amid bad weather in Delhi

The special flight carrying outgoing CM Siddaramaiah, his son Yathindra and
party national general secretary Randeep Singh Surjewala, took a detour to
Jaipur amid bad weather in Delhi on Thursday. Following his resignation as

BENGALURU

The curtain finally fell Thursday
afternoon! Siddaramaiah, Karnata-
ka's longest-serving Chief Minis-
ter, resigned, ending days of sus-
pense after the Congress high com-
mand told him to step down and
pave the way for his bete noire DK
Shivakumar.

Shivakumar, whose tug-of-war
with Siddaramaiah over the top
post has played out over the past
few months, is all set to take over
as the new CM with two to three
deputies to ensure the caste equa-
tion remains balanced.

Thus was the Congress' Karna-
taka leadership squabble - a Sidda-
ramaiah vs Shivakumar showdown
that has plagued the party over the
past three years, bringing its gov-
ernment to the edge of disaster
more than once and leaving it open
to rival BJP's jibes - resolved, at
least for now.

AICC general secretary in
charge of Karnataka, Randeep
Singh Surjewala, and party general
secretary (organisation) KC Venu-
gopal are in Bengaluru to oversee
the transition.

OBC leader with mass appeal
Among the biggest OBC leaders of
the Congress with a mass appeal,
Siddaramaiah's departure brings
down the curtains on one of the most
enduring political careers in the par-
ty's Karnataka history.

Earlier in the day, Siddaramaiah
broke the news of his resignation
to his Cabinet over a closely
watched breakfast meeting. Shiva-
kumar, who was present, was seen
embracing Siddaramaiah and even
touching his feet to seek his bless-
ings. The optics were enough to
confirm that a leadership transition
in the state was to take place.

Before the media briefing, Sid-
daramaiah submitted his resigna-
tion to the secretary of Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot, who is out
of the state. The Governor is likely
to return by the end of the day.

Siddu says no to RS offer
However, the firebrand leader, in a
parting shot, said he would be ac-
tively involved in state politics and
declined the Congress high com-
mand's offer of a Rajya Sabha seat.
Addressing the media after his
resignation, Siddaramaiah said he
was making way for a new CM,
but had no interest in a national
role. "When the high command
asks me to resign, I will resign.
Two days back, the high command
asked me to step down. Hence, 1
have resigned," Siddaramaiah,
among the tallest Congress OBC
leaders, said. "The high command
asked me to go to the Rajya Sabha,
but I said no to it. I have no interest
in national politics. I will continue in
active politics in Karnataka."
Siddaramaiah dismissed specu-
lation of any bad blood. "Always
believed that we should stay as one

the CM, Siddaramaiah left for the national capital, where he is likely to
hold talks with the High Command regarding his successor.

Karnataka Congress CLP
meet likely tomorrow

Bengaluru: The Congress Legis-

lature Party (CLP) is likely to be
convened on Saturday, followed

|

Early years and entry into politics

Siddaramaiah’s political journey spans over four decades.
It began in the early 1980s and took him from a humble
background in a village in Mysuru district to becoming one
of Karnataka’'s most prominent mass leaders, a two-time
Chief Minister, and an iconic figure within the Janata Pari-
var (JP) and the Indian National Congress (INC).

Key milestones in his career N

m 1980: Siddaramaiah’s first foray into electoral politics was
an unsuccessful attempt at the Lok Sabha poll from Mysuru.

' = 1983: He made his legislative breakthrough by
winning the Chamundeshwari assembly seat as an
independent candidate, which soon led to his associa-
tion with the Janata Party.

m 1994 & 2004: He established a strong track record,
serving twice as the Deputy Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka (with Finance and Excise portfolios) under
Janata Dal (Secular) governments.

The Congress transition

m 2006: After being expelled from the Janata Dal
(Secular) following internal disputes, Siddaramaiah
joined the Indian National Congress (INC).

m 2008: He contested on a Congress ticket from the
newly-formed Varuna seat and was appointed the LoP.

Chief Ministership (2013-2018)

[

by the swearing-in of the new
chief minister and cabinet the

same day.However, there isalsoa |
possibility of the ceremony being '
held on Sunday as it depends on
CM-designate D K Shivakumar finding
an auspicious time from his personal as-
trologer, sources said.Apart from AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, LoP in Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi and Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra are expected to be invited for the swear-
ing-in ceremony.If the high command gives its nod
for a full-fledged cabinet, the swearing-in is likely
to be held on the grand steps of Vidhana Soudha —
a legacy associated with former chief ministers late |
Ramakrishna Hegde and later SM Krishna, which \
Shivakumar reportedly wishes to follow. However,
with the June 18 Rajya Sabha polls approaching, the
high command may opt for a partial cabinet while
keeping some berths vacant. Analysts believe a full-
fledged cabinet could trigger dissidence among dis-
gruntled MLAs denied ministerial positions, which
opposition parties may attempt to exploit during the
Rajya Sabha elections through cross-voting.

family... Ensured equality during my
tenure," he said, hinting at confron-
tation between him and Shivakumar.
After eight years and eight days
as the CM of the southern state,
spread across two non-continuous
terms, Congress veteran and 'lead-
er of the masses' Siddaramaiah is
most likely to move to the Rajya
Sabha with a view of a larger na-
tional role ahead of the 2029 Lok
Sabha election, as per sources.

'Didn't chase money'

The outgoing chief minister said
he didn't chase money during his
political life. "I neither chased
money nor craved to build proper-
ties; my political life is an open
book," he said.

'Fulfilled all promises’

Siddaramaiah said he fulfilled all
promises made to the people as the
chief minister of Karnataka. "We
have made a sincere effort to fulfil
the promises made to the people of
the state. We have not broken our
word. This is something that has
given me and our party satisfac-
tion. They (opposition) have
spread misinformation about me.

They have spread misinformation
against me, including Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. They said
that there will be no money for
development work, and the trea-
sury will be empty. After the guar-
antee was implemented, we are
number 1 in the entire country in
terms of income. We are second in
GST collection. Maharashtra is
number 1, Karnataka is number
2," he added.

'Never dreamt of becoming CM'
Siddaramaiah, reflecting on his
political journey, said he had nev-
er imagined becoming an MLA,
minister or chief minister after
joining the Congress in 2006. "It
was by mistake I entered politics.
Nobody in my family was in active
politics-neither my parents nor any-
one else. I had never dreamt I would
become an MLA, a minister, a chief
minister ever," he said.

Thankful for "opportunity"

"I would like to express my im-
mense gratitude to Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, who have provided this
opportunity," Siddaramaiah said.

m 2013: After leading the Congress party to a massive
electoral victory, Siddaramaiah was sworn in as CM.

m FULL-TERM ADMINISTRATION: He became the
first Chief Minister of Karnataka in 40 years to com-
plete a full, uninterrupted five-year term.Key Policies:
His tenure was heavily focused on social welfare,
highlighted by the flagship Anna Bhagya (free rice to
the poor), Ksheera Bhagya, and Vidyasiri schemes.

Oppositionto CM again (2018-2026)

m 2018 ELECTIONS: He contested from Cha-
mundeshwari and Badami, losing the former but
winning Badami. He transitioned to serve as the
Leader of the Opposition and the head of the Con-
gress-JD(S) Coalition Coordination Committee.

m 2023 ELECTIONS: Siddaramaiah returned as Chief
Minister following a resounding victory for the Con-
gress party in the assembly elections, focusing on a
new series of welfare and guarantee programs.

m MAY 28, 2026: He announced his resignation from the
office of CM under orders from the Cong High Command,
marking a major transition in the state’s leadership.

Guv back in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot is back
and Bengaluru. The governor
was on a visit to Indore when
outgoing Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah tendered his res-
ignation at the Lok Bhavan on
Thursday afternoon.

Protests erupt across state after CM’s resignation
Bengaluru: Supporters of Congress leader Siddaramaiah on Thursday
staged protests in several parts of Karnataka against his decision
to step down as CM. Emotional scenes were witnessed outside his
official residence, Kaveri, in Bengaluru, where a large number of sup-
porters gathered and surrounded him, urging him not to step down.
Siddaramaiah was seen trying to console them. “Siddaramaiah is a
committed politician who has worked tirelessly for the development of
backward classes, Dalits and minorities. He implemented several wel-
fare schemes for backward communities,” one of the protesters said.

Siddu's policy man
exitsCMO

Bengaluru: KAS officer
Venkateshaiah, a long-time
collaborator with outgoing
CM Siddaramaiah, was
transferred on Thursday
ahead of a new government
stepping in. A 2012-batch
KAS officer, Venkateshaiah
was Siddaramaiah’s private
secretary. He has now been
posted as director of agri-
cultural marketing. Armed
with a PhD, he was known
as CM’s trusted lieutenant
on policy matters.

Par panel summons
Edu Ministry over
conduct of exams

New Delhi: A parliamentary panel

UNLOCKING FUNDS FOR FRESH PROJECTS

NHAI lines up 17 NH assets for monetisation in FY27

Air India extends

flight curbs on
Israel flights till

has summoned officials of the Union
Education Ministry, the National
Testing Agency (NTA) and the CBI
to appear before it on Friday in con-
nection with the assurances pertain-
ing to the conduct of examinations by
the NTA.

According to a notice issued by the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat on May 27,
the Committee on Government As-
surances will hear the views of Vineet
Joshi, Secretary of the Department of
Higher Education, Ministry of Edu-
cation, along with Abhishek Singh,
Director General of NTA and Praveen
Sood, Director of CBI. The commit-
tee meeting is scheduled for 11 am.

The matter pertains to an assurance
given in Rajya Sabha in reply to an
unstarred question (USQ) dated No-
vember 27, 2024, regarding "Conduct

NEW DELHI

National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) has fi-
nalised a tentative list of 17
National Highway projects
proposed for monetisation
under the Toll-Oper-
ate-Transfer (TOT) and In-
frastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) models
during the financial year
2026-27.

The identified operation-
al highway assets have a
combined length of 1,692.5
km and are spread across
nine states including Hary-
ana, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,

Government of India’s as-
set monetisation strategy
aimed at unlocking value
from operational National
Highway stretches to mo-
bilise funds for future in-
frastructure development
and expansion.

Why NHAI is monetising
highway stretches
According to NHAI, the

Unlocking value from
operational highways

m Coverage: 1,692 km
of highways across
9 states

Identified stretches
include:
m Ballari-Byrapura—Hiriyur
section of NH 150A -
147.4 km (Karnataka)

m Assets are spread
in 9 states: Haryana,
Jharkhand, Karnata-
ka, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Maharashtra

pation and accelerate the
expansion and modernisa-
tion of the National High-
way network.

The authority said the
monetisation plan will also

m Hubballi-Hospet section
of NH-63 - 143.2 km
(Karnataka)

m Yadgir—Warangal sec-
tion of NH-163 - 99.1 km
(Karnataka/Telangana)

ciently.

The identified highway
stretches include key eco-
nomic and logistics corri-
dors with established traffic
potential and strong con-

monetisation exercise will
be undertaken through
transparent and structured
mechanisms under the TOT
and InvIT frameworks,
which have emerged as
successful models for at-
tracting long-term institu-
tional investments into
highway infrastructure
projects.

Among the identified
stretches are: Huballi-Hos-
pete section of NH, Bal-
lari-Byrapura-Hiriyur and
Yadgir-Warangal.

This fresh round of asset
monetisation is part of
NHAT’s ongoing strategy to
unlock value from opera-
tional highways and gener-

July-end

Mumbai:Air India on Thursday
announced a further extension of
its suspension of flights between
Delhi and Tel Aviv until July 31,
citing continued geopolitical un-
certainty in West Asia.

The airline had earlier suspend-
ed services on the route until the
end of June, but ongoing security
concerns in the region have
prompted the carrier to prolong
the halt by another month.

A senior executive overseeing
Air India’s Israel operations con-
firmed that the revised schedule
was communicated on Wednesday
evening.

“Flights have been further sus-
pended till July 31 due to the pre-

of Examination by NTA", the notice | Bihar and Maharashtra. initiative is intended to pro-  help investors and bidders  nectivity significance. ate funds for new infra- | vailing geopolitical situation,” the
said. The move is part of the  mote private sector partici-  plan investments more effi- NHALI further said the structure development. executive said.
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CM Siddaramaiah
resigns, Minister Santosh
Lad leaves in tears

CHNEWS, Bengaluru
Minister Santosh Lad,
who was emotional after
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s resignation an-
nouncement, left in his
car crying without re-
sponding to the media.
Siddaramaiah announced
his resignation as Chief
Minister at a breakfast
meeting at his govern-
ment residence, Kaveri,
this morning. The Chief
Minister also delivered a
farewell speech at the
meeting. Minister Lad was
seen crying emotionally
during this too. Apart
from Minister Lad, all the
other ministers left after
the breakfast meeting.

Water adalatsin
various subdivisions
onMay29

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
The Bangalore Water
Board has organised wa-
ter adalat in various sub-
divisions on May 29 from
930amtollam. The
South-East-3 Sub-Divi-
sion Adalat will be held at
Kudli GLR premises,
South-East-6 BTM 2nd
phase, West 1-3 Agrahara
Dasarahalli, North 2-3
GKVK Manyata Tech Park,
South 1-3 Anjanapur Bank
Officers Layout, South-
West-3 MNK Park, Girina-
gar, South-West-6 Ba-
nashankari 6th phase,
East 2-4 Sub-Division
Adalat will be held at Vi-
jinapur. Complaints re-
garding grievances can be
filed by calling 1916, the
release said.

Vokkaligara Sangha
general body meet on
May 31

CH NEWS, Bengaluru
The State Vokkaligara
Sangha has organised
a General Body meet-
ing on May 31at 11am

at Palace Grounds,

Gayatri Vihara and

Gayatri Vriksha.

Speaking at a press
conference, Associa-
tion President L Srini-

vas said, a general
meeting is being held

after 11 years. An
all-member meeting
was not held after

2016 due to various
reasons. Now our com-

mittee has called an
all-member meeting
to present the admin-
istration report. A spe-
cial all-member meet-
ing will be held after 3
pm that day. There are

6.5 lakh members in

the association, and
they should attend the

meeting with their
identity cards. Honor-
ary President of the
Association Kenchap-
pa Gowda, General
Secretary of the Asso-
ciation CG Gangadhar
and office bearers
were present.
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Peenya back under GBA as govt
rolls back industrial township plan

Barely a year after granting ‘Industrial Township’ status to Peenya Industrial Area by declaring it a
special investment region, the govt has withdrawn the decision.

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

In a notification issued by the
Urban Development depart-
ment said, the proposal an-
nounced earlier by the com-
merce and industries depart-
ment to notify Peenya as a
special investment region and
transfer its administration to
the Karnataka Industrial Ar-
eas Development Board
(KIADB) cannot be imple-
mented.The govt stated that
the Peenya Industrial Area
already falls within the juris-
diction of corporation limits.
Hence, the area cannot be
brought under KIADB or any
other authority by taking it

out of the civic administration
framework. The rollback is
seen as a setback to efforts
aimed at creating a dedicated
industrial township for one of
Asia’s largest industrial clus-
ters, which continues to face
major civic infrastructure is-
sues, including poor roads,
drainage and waste manage-
ment problems. The notifica-

tion stated apart from Peenya,
17 other special investment
regions announced by the In-
dustries Department will con-
tinue to be governed under
the Greater Bengaluru Gover-
nance Act-2024, the Karnata-
ka Municipal Corporations
Act-1976, and the Karnataka
Municipalities Act-1964.

The respective local bodies
and municipal corporations
will continue to exercise ad-
ministrative powers in these
areas, including levy and col-
lection of property taxes and
other civic responsibilities.

R Shiva Kumar, former
President of the Peenya In-
dustries Association, said the

government’s decision to de-
clare Peenya as a special in-
vestment region had brought
no change on the ground for
industries in the area. The gov-
ernment had promised forma-
tion of a 15-member commit-
tee, but industries were given
representation only through
two members while the major-
ity were govt officials. Even
that committee was never
formed, he said. He alleged
that though KIADB has been
collecting taxes, there is no
clarity on how the funds are
being utilised or any concrete
plan for infrastructure im-
provement.

Criticising the poor condi-

tion of roads in the industrial
hub, he said infrastructure re-
mains neglected despite its
economic importance. Peenya
industries are located close to
the national highway, but even
village roads are in better con-
dition than roads here,” he
claimed.There was hope for an
industrial township authority
on the lines of the Electronics
City Industrial Township Au-
thority (ELCITA), but that
model never materialised. On
the latest proposal to bring
Peenya under the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority framework,
Shiva Kumar said industry rep-
resentatives are yet to receive
clarity from the government.
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God has fulfilled

our wish:
Hussain on DKS
becoming CM

BENGALURU

Congress MLA Igbal Hussain
on Wednesday said that good
times have come by the grace
of God and claimed that party
leaders had fulfilled what
people across the state want-
ed.

Speaking to the media re-
garding DK Shivakumar re-
portedly becoming the Chief
Minister, he said there is a
limit to everything. He added
that the party high command
had told us to stay calm and
speak only when the time
comes. Now that time has ar-
rived.” He said senior leaders
should come to Bengaluru,
after which discussions would
be held before a decision is
taken in consultation with
party workers. He further said
that everyone must maintain

i party discipline.

Cong betrays trust of
BCs: Bommai

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

Siddaramaiah's resignation as
Chief Minister will have an im-
pact on the Congress party and
the electoral politics of Karna-
taka.

Former Chief Minister and
MP Basavaraj Bommai has
opined that the Congress has
betrayed the trust of the back-
ward classes and the backward
classes will turn against the
Congress.

Speaking to the media, he
said that the Congress party has
betrayed the trust of the back-
ward classes. Especially, the
Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
campaigns in favour of the
OBCs. However, the OBCs
have uprooted the Chief Minis-

ter. It has now been revealed
that he is shedding crocodile
tears about the backward class-
es. The backward classes are
upset by this and they are re-
sponding sharply saying that
they will teach the Congress a
lesson in the 2028 elections.

He said that the leadership
change in the state has weak-
ened the ruling party, adding
that the BJP will come to pow-
er in the state in 2028 with its
own strength and even stronger.

Responding to a question
about the instructions given to
state leaders by BJP national
president Nitin Nabin during
his visit to the state, he said that
the national president has in-
structed the party organisation
to be organised from the booth
level to the state level.

GBA chief sets 25-day deadline to open
Okalipuram underpass to vehicles

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA) Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao has directed
the officials to complete the
pending works under the rail-
way bridge of the Okalipur
eight-way Corridor near Ma-
jestic within 25 days.

After visiting and inspect-
ing various development
works under the jurisdiction
of Central and Western Mu-
nicipal Corporations, he said
that the Railway Department
has already completed 2 box
pushing works at the bottom
of the bridge. Accordingly, he
instructed the officials to
complete the construction of

Rao has directed the
officials to complete the
pending work soon,
besides setting a
deadline to complete the
white topping work of Dr
Rajkumar Road by Oct
end.

a connection road for vehicu-
lar traffic in 1 box section of
the route from Majestic to-
wards Rajajinagar within 25
days.

At the same place, the con-
struction of a connection road
for the box road leading to-
wards the KSR Bangalore
Railway Station, the construc-
tion of a 1,200 mm diameter

water channel for rainwater
drainage, a retaining wall of
about 63 m long and the con-
struction of a footpath
should be completed within
the time limit. He told the
officials to start the con-
struction of a new pedestrian
overbridge at the same place.

Complete one side of the
1.8 km long white topping
work from Dr Rajkumar
Road from Navarang to Star
Bazaar signal by the end of
July and open it to vehicular
traffic. Then, he instructed
the officials to complete the
work on the other side by the
end of October. He instruct-
ed the officials to properly
maintain the 425 m long

white topping from Chitra-
pur Cross to 18th Cross
Road.

The then BBMP had start-
ed the construction of an
eight-lane signal-free corri-
dor at Okalipur Junction near
Majestic in 2013-14. Now,
six lanes are open for vehic-
ular traffic. However, the
construction of two under-
bridges on the Chennai rail-
way line was pending. Now,
it is almost complete.

This will facilitate passen-
gers who will have direct
access to the railway station
from Malleshwaram and Ra-
jajinagar and to platforms 6,
7 and 8 of the railway station
from Majestic.

Muslim brothers offer
mass prayers on Bakrld

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

Bakrid, a symbol of sacrifice,
is being celebrated with great
enthusiasm and fervor across
the state today. Muslim broth-
ers and sisters in various cit-
ies participated with devotion.

Wearing new clothes, a
large number of Muslim
brothers and sisters gathered
in all the mosques and Eidgah
grounds early in the morning
to offer mass prayers.

In some mosques, separate
arrangements were made for
women to offer Eid prayers.

After the prayers, they ex-
changed festive greetings.
Religious leaders conveyed
the festive message, taught
about the celebration of
Bakrid and the importance of
charity and religion.

Eid greetings to all reli-
gious people. This festival is
celebrated during the holy
Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca. Is-
lam says that one should per-

form the Hajj pilgrimage at
least once in a lifetime. The
religious rituals of Hajj con-
clude with this festival. Let us
pray to Allah that this festival
of sacrifice will bless us all
with health and wealth. May
this festival bring good for-
tune to all the people of the
country and prosperity to the
country, the religious leaderse
wished.

Greetings to all the Muslim
brothers and sisters of the
country on the occasion of
Bakrid. I hope that this holy
festival, which is a symbol of
sacrifice and self-sacrifice,
will inspire peace, harmony
and brotherhood to prevail in
the society, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah posted.

Eid-ul-Adha Mubarak. May
this holy occasion bring
peace, happiness and prosper-
ity to you and your family,
many including Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
have posted.

SETBACK FOR PROJECT

Testing of smart ‘gobbler’
cleaning machine begins

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

The new battery-operated
Smart Litter Picker machine
was demonstrated on Com-
mercial Street as part of Ben-
galuru’s wider push towards
smarter and technology-driv-
en urban cleaning systems
across the city.

Bengaluru has taken anoth-
er step towards improving
urban cleanliness with the tri-
al run of a new Smart Litter
Picker machine named “Gob-
bler.” Chief Commissioner
Maheshwar Rao inspected the
live demonstration of the ma-
chine on Commercial Street.

Officials clarified that the
demonstration was conducted
on Commercial Street as part
of a pilot project, but the ini-
tiative is aimed at improving
cleanliness across major roads
and commercial zones
throughout Bengaluru.

The new machine is being
introduced under the direc-
tions of Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister DK Shivaku-
mar, as part of the city’s larg-
er effort to modernise sanita-
tion and civic maintenance
using smart technology.

Authorities said the Gob-
bler is a battery-operated
smart cleaning machine spe-
cially designed for urban

roads and crowded public ar-
eas. Once fully charged for
about three hours, the ma-
chine can function continu-
ously for nearly eight hours.

The Smart Litter Picker is
also equipped with a GPS
tracking system, allowing civ-
ic officials to monitor its
movement and operational
efficiency during field de-
ployment.

Officials highlighted that
one of the key advantages of
the machine is its ability to
operate smoothly even on nar-
row and crowded roads where
larger cleaning vehicles face
difficulties. The machine can
collect several forms of road-
side waste including dust,
plastic materials, paper waste
and dry leaves.

The Gobbler machine is fit-
ted with a 240-litre waste col-
lection container and also in-
cludes a water pressure clean-
ing system for better road
maintenance and surface
cleaning.

Following the demonstration,
officials were instructed to con-
duct pilot operations of the ma-
chine on several important roads
and market areas across Benga-
luru’s Central Business District.
These locations include MG
Road, Church Street, KR Mar-
ket, Russell Market and other
major public stretches.

Flower market on hortl land HC issues notice to govt

BENGALURU

A petition has been filed in
the High Court challenging
the process of sanctioning
more than 20 acres of land
belonging to the Horticulture
Department near Nandi Cross,
adjacent to Chikkaballapur
city, for the construction of a
flower market by the Agricul-
tural Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC).
Hearing a public interest
litigation filed by six local
farmers, including farmer B
Tippareddy from Tippenahal-

li in Chikkaballapur taluk, a
bench comprising Justice S
Sunil Dutt Yadav and Justice
S. Rachaiah issued a notice to
the government and directed

& yg

it to file objections.

During the hearing, the
counsel for the petitioner said,
there have been intensive ac-
tivities to hand over more

than 20 acres of land in vari-
ous survey numbers of Nandi
Hobli and Yaluvanahalli to the
APMC. Currently, this land,
which is under the possession
of the Horticulture Depart-
ment, has 791 large trees of
various species that are more
than 49 years old. The APMC
officials have sought permis-
sion from the Forest Depart-
ment to cut these valuable
trees. Therefore, this land
should be directed to remain
with the Horticulture Depart-
ment.Considering this point,
the bench ordered notices to

be issued to the Chief Secre-
tary of the state government,
the Principal Secretary of the
Horticulture Department and
the Chikkaballapur Deputy
Commissioner and adjourned
the hearing to June 1.The Hor-
ticulture Department’s land
earmarked for the flower mar-
ket has trees and plants that
are more than 40 to 45 years
old. These include the best va-
rieties of sapota, mango, jack-
fruit, and violet trees. A soil
testing center, a farmer train-
ing center, and a poly house
are also functioning.

3 ARRESTED FOR
ATTACKING WOMAN

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

After a video of two-wheelers
parked in a public place being
damaged by being hit with a
stick went viral, the VV Puram
police station, which had reg-
istered a suo motu case, arrest-
ed three accused.

The real story of the hooli-
ganism came to light during
interrogation.

On the morning of May 20,
in Venkatappa Galli under VV
Puram police station limits,
accused Abhishek, Puneeth
and Umesh had damaged
two-wheelers parked in public
by hitting them with sticks.
During this, they had blocked
the bike rider Vignesh and
abused him with abusive
words. The incident was cap-
tured on CCTV.

Following the video going
viral on social media, the po-
lice registered a spontaneous
case and arrested the accused.
When they were questioned, it
was revealed that Abhishek
had conspired with his accom-
plices to threaten his brother's
wife. Police said that two sep-
arate cases have been regis-
tered and the investigation is
ongoing.

His brother's wife has filed a

complaint against the accused
Abhishek, accusing him of as-
saulting her. Based on this
complaint, the V.V. Puram po-
lice have registered a case. The
complainant woman fell in
love with the accused's brother
Rahul and married him six
years ago and lives with her
mother-in-law and brother-in-
law in Parvatipura with two
children. However, due to a
family dispute between the
couple, her husband Rahul left
her a month ago. The woman
had earlier filed a complaint
against her husband, alleging
that he assaulted her.

On the other hand, on the
evening of May 19, after see-
ing that his brother Rahul had
not come home, accused
Abhishek had lashed out at the
woman. He had shouted that
you were the reason for ruin-
ing my brother's life, and that
you were not coming home
after filing a complaint against
him. That is why you should
not be at home, Abhishek had
shouted. He had abused her
with abusive words and at-
tacked her. To scare her, on
May 20, he had gathered his
associates and damaged
parked vehicles with deadly
weapons.

Molestation of minor: Cinema
owner's bail plea dismissed

CH NEWS, Bengaluru

The High Court has refused to
grant anticipatory bail to a
52-year-old accused of sexually
harassing a ninth-grade student,
hurling casteist insults and
threatening to kill him with an
acid attack.

A single-member bench head-
ed by Justice R Nataraj, which
heard the petition filed by
52-year-old N Manjunath, the
owner of Shankara Cinema in
Ramanagara, dismissed the pe-
tition and ordered.

Moreover, if we look at the
statements given by the victim
and the case documents, there is
prima facie strong evidence

against the accused. Following
the complaint, some boys were
sent to the house and caste abuse
and threats were made. In this
context, it has been stated that in
cases registered under the SC/
ST Act, if the crime is prima fa-
cie confirmed, anticipatory bail
will not be possible.

However, the accused can ap-
ply for bail in the trial court. The
court has instructed that this ap-
plication should be considered
according to law.

Manjunath, the owner of
Shankara Cinema in Ramanaga-
ra and a farmer, used to wait
near the school of a minor girl
studying in class 9, indecently
touch her and follow her around.
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Beloved Dharwad
Education Officerretires

CHNEWS, DHARWAD
After 32 years
of dedicated
q service, senior
' Karnataka Ed-
b * ucation Service
\‘ officer Prab-
hayya Kallayya Chikkamat
is officially retiring. Chikka-
mat, a respected
1999-batch officer,
climbed the ranks from a
humble high school head-
master to a city lecturer
and field education officer.
His career has left a lasting
impact on local schools.
To honor his lifelong dedi-
cation, the School Educa-
tion Department and local
teacher groups are hosting
a grand farewell ceremo-
ny. The community event
will take place at the DIET
Deputy Chennabasappa S
amavesha Bhavan to cele
brate his inspiring journey.

2 Day liquor ban
ordered in Bhatkal

CHNEWS, KARWAR
To ensure public safety
and maintain peace, all

liquor stores across Bhat-
kal taluk remains shut
down for two days. The
strict ban will last until
6:00 AM on May 30. Dur-
ing this period, buying, se
lling, and moving alcohol
is completely illegal. Dep-
uty Commissioner K. Lak
shmi Priya officially issu ed
the order today to prevent
any law and order issues
in the region. Local police
will strictly monitor the ar
ea to enforce the tem po-
rary shutdown, accor ding
to information releas ed by
the Department of Inform
ation and Public Relations.

Two Kundgol fire
heroes transferred

CHNEWS, KUNDGOL
Two dedicated fire brigade
veterans are moving on to
new stations after years of
protecting Kundgol. Driver

and technician Basavan-
nappa Ichangi, who served

the town faithfully for 11
years, has been transferred
to Kalaghatgi. Meanwhile,

fellow driver Mohammed
Saab Killedar is heading to
Aluru in Hassan district af-
ter a stellar 13-year tenure.
Grateful colleagues held a
heartfelt farewell ceremo-
ny at the station to honor

both men for their bravery

and long service.

Chitradurga private
bus fares set torise

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
Private bus travel will soon
become costlier as own-
ers announced an inevita-
ble fare hike which was an
nounced very recently. Dis
trict Private Bus Owners
Association President B.A.
Lingareddy stated that sky
rocketing fuel prices, dou-
bled RTO fees, and expen-
sive spare parts ha ve for
ced this decision. Ad dition
ally, the governme nt’s Sh
akti Yojana free- tra vel sc
heme has reduc ed female
ridership in private buses,
causing daily losses of
2,000 per vehicle.
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' Kurugodu family reunites with long lost son

After twenty years away, a missing son returned to his Kurugodu home as a respected, saffron-robed holy monk

BELLARI

A family in Kurugodu town
experienced absolute magic
when their long-lost son re-
turned home as a holy monk
after disappearing twenty
years ago.

Shankar Acharya was just
eighteen when he left his vil-
lage. His parents, Chan-
drashekharacharya and Chan-
drakala, were facing severe
financial struggles at the time.

Shankar moved to Bangalore
to find work but faced contin-
uous disappointment. Seeking
a new path, he moved to
Mumbai and completely lost
touch with his family.
Eventually, Shankar trav-
eled to Haridwar, where he
spent seven years studying
spirituality. He took holy
vows under a guru named
Niranjan Dev and became a
monk, adopting the new name
Rajan Puri Maharaja. For the

past eight years, he has served
as the deputy head of a temple
in Gujarat.

Shankar met a man named
Kumbar Basavaraj online,
who happened to live in Ku-
rugodu. After swapping de-
tails over the phone, Basa-
varaj realized the connection
and warmly invited the monk
back to his hometown to re-
unite with his family.

Dressed in traditional saf-
fron robes, Shankar finally

walked into his parent’s
house. The elderly couple was
overcome with tears of joy
upon seeing their only son
alive. Relatives and happy
villagers rushed to the house
to welcome him and seek his
blessings.

Shankar chatted with his
loved ones using a unique
mix of Hindi and Kannada.
He plans to visit the local
temple before returning to his
spiritual duties.

Hadapada condemns
lack of backward

class representation

GADAG

District President of the
Gadag Savita
Samaj, Krish-
na H. Hada
pada, has ex-
pres sed fierce
outrage against
political par-
ties for ex ploi
ting minor
backward communities as
mere “vote banks” during
election seasons.

In a strong press statement
ahead of the Rajya Sabha and
Legislative Council elec-
tions, Hadapada condemned
the complete marginalization
of 172 small working-class
communities during pow-
er-sharing.

He stated that Upper Hous-
es were constitutionally
meant to give a voice to gra
ssroots communities lacking
financial and numerical stre
ngth. Instead, political parties
have turned these seats into
rehabilitation centers for pow
erful defeated politicians.

Hadapada highlighted that
while dominant communities
occupy over 85 percent of
legislative seats, the working
class - including Savita Sam-
aj, Madiwala, Kumbar, and
Uppara communities, com-
prises 25 per cent of the pop-
ulation but holds zero repre-
sentation.

Gadag Savita Samaj
President Krishna H.
Hadapada slammed

political parties for

communities as vote

banks while denying

them crucial Upper
House representation.

He recalled how the nation
praised social justice when :
Ashok Gasti, a grassroots
Savita Samaj activist, was
given a Rajya Sabha seat. |
However, after Gasti’s un
timely death, that seat was :
instantly handed back to :
¢ inspired his decision to join

Warning against the cur- !
rent aggressive lobbying by
weal thy individuals, Hada-
pada stated that if political i
parties ignore the exploited
classes, these communities
will launch a revolutionary

powerful castes.

struggle for sur vival.

He emphasized that the po-
litical voice of the working :
class is vital for policy for- :

mulation.

Hadapada, alongside elder

Hanumanthappa Rampura,

service.

“Brand Chitradurga”
conference set for June 13

CHITRADURGA

The National Organizing
Secretary of the Hindu Eco-
nomic Forum, T.R.
Shivaprasad, announced that
the highly anticipated “Brand
Chitradurga” conference will
be held on June 13 at the Sri
Maharshi Valmiki Bhavan.

Unveiling the official event
logo, Shivaprasad explained
that the massive convention
aims to cultivate strong local
leadership and foster a thriv-
ing economic environment
across every district from Bi-
dar to Mysore. The overarch-
ing goal of the initiative is to
successfully establish unique
identity brands for various
districts, effectively introduc-
ing their premier local prod-
ucts to state, national, and
international markets.

Organizers expect around
250 to 300 prominent dele-
gates to participate in the day-
long convention, which will
run from 8:00 AM to 6:00
PM. Swami Vijnanandji, the

sion.

modern agricultural progress
alongside its allied sectors.
Additionally, special focus
will be placed on scaling the
national demand for iconic :

Molakalmuru silk sarees,

building business capacity,
and accelerating the growth of
small, medium, and wom-

en-led enterprises.

During the launch, commit- !
tee member Raghavendra ad-
dressed the gathering regard-
ing the meet’s immense eco-
nomic potential. Prominent :
organizers including Y.R. i
Nagendra, D.K. Donaswamy,
and T.L. Ashok were present
at the briefing, expressing
confidence that the event will :
permanently redefine Chitra- :
¢ ple offered prayers and enthu-

durga’s industrial landscape.

RATION RICE RACKET

Koppal District Bar Association President A. V. Kanavi officially
joined the BJP, pledging to strengthen its gTassroots network

Koppal Bar Association

President AV Kanav1

. KOPPAL

; ; ¢ In a major political develop-
treating minor backward . ment for the region, Koppal
i District Bar Association Pres-
i ident A. V. Kanavi officially
¢ joined the Bharatiya Janata
¢ Party along with hundreds of

. his loyal supporters.

Kanavi was formally wel-
comed into the party by BJP
State President B. Y. Vijay-
endra. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the senior lawyer stated
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s extensive develop-
ment works and the strong
discipline of the BJP deeply

the national party alongside
his followers.

Looking ahead, Kanavi an-
nounced ambitious plans to

drastlcally strengthen the par-
ty’s roots across the district.
He revealed that an open me-
ga-rally will soon be orga-
nized in Koppal, expecting an
attendance of nearly ten thou-
sand people. Furthermore, he
pledged to personally tour
every single village in the
constituency to build a pow-
erful grassroots network. His
ultimate goal, he noted, is to
secure a definitive victory for

joins BJP

the BJP in the upcoming Kop-

government in Karnataka.
The high-profile induction

event saw strong support from

a long lineup of prominent

tendees included BJP District
var, Gangavathi MLA Janard-

ers B. Sriramulu, Halappa
Achar, and Basavaraj Dadesu-
gura. Additionally, numerous
senior advocates and local
party activists gathered to cel-
ebrate the induction, express-
ing confidence that Kanavi’s
entry would substantially

the Koppal region.

Petition urges installation of
long delayed Badam1 statues

BADAMI

warned political parties to | The Mandya-based Kadamba
awaken their conscience this
time and respectfully grant
Upper House representation :
to the Savita Samaj instead :

of confining them to roadside

Army submitted a formal pe-
tition to the local Tahsildar,
demanding the immediate
installation of the statues of
legendary Chalukya emperor

i Immadi Pulikeshi and social
. reformer Basaveshwara in
:{ Badami.

Leading the delegation,

¢ Kadamba Army President
i Bekri Ramesh expressed
i deep frustration over admin-
i istrative delays. He revealed
visionary founder of the fo- :
rum, will also grace the occa- :
i Basaveshwara and the great

The high-level conference
will feature intense discus-
sions on transforming Chitra- :
durga into a major logistics
and industrial hub, boosting
local tourism, and driving :

that while the beautifully
crafted idols of Lord

king Pulikeshi were complet-
ed long ago, they have been
left abandoned and unin-
stalled for the past three
years. Ramesh argued that it

is a matter of immense cul-
tural pride to erect these
monuments in Badami, the
historical capital of the Cha-
lukya dynasty.

The petition strongly urged
the taluk administration and
the local municipality to im-
mediately identify an appro-
priate public square or suit-
able location to respectfully
install the statues. Ramesh
warned that keeping the idols
locked away disrespects the
legacy of these great histori-
cal icons who shaped the re-
gion’s rich heritage and spir-

itual identity.

munity leaders.
members present during the
submission included Kadam-
ba Army State Secretary
Vinayak Sondoor, Bagalkote
District Unit President Shivu
Isaraddy, Basavanagouda Pa-

Math, Irfan Bilagi, and Sure-

lectively warned that if local
authorities continue to ne-
glect their cultural demands,
they will launch a larger pub-
lic campaign to preserve the
state’s historical pride.

Fund freeze

halts Kundgol

student
hostel work

. KUNDGOL

A severe funding crunch has
pal assembly seat elections
and help form a stable BJP

completely halted the con-
struction of the Dr. B.R.

i Ambedkar Government
i Pre-Matric Boy’s Hostel,
¢ threatening the living condi-
i tions of local students.

political figures. Notable at- :

The Social Welfare Depart-

© ment had originally planned to
President Naveen Gulaganna-

complete the new infrastruc-

¢ ture in Kundgol town to wel-
han Reddy, and veteran lead- :
¢ 2027 academic year. To fulfill
¢ this plan, a maintenance bud-
¢ get of thirty-six lakh rupees
© was officially prepared, and
i the civil work was formally
¢ handed over to the Karnataka
¢ Rural Infrastructure Develop-
¢ ment Limited (KRIDL) back
boost the party’s legal and po- : in 2025.
litical influence throughout

come young residents for the

However, bureaucratic de-

i lays have now stalled the proj-
i ect. While the Social Welfare
¢ Department initially released
i fifteen lakh rupees, allowing
: KRIDL to begin early devel-
¢ opment and since then the re-
{ maining funds have been
i completely frozen. Because
¢ the department failed to re-
i lease the rest of the financial

The high-profile appeal re-
ceived strong backing from
regional activists and com-
Notable
i twenty-one lakh rupees re-
¢ main completely pending for
i the hostel building. The unfin-
¢ ished structure urgently re-
¢ quires critical electrical wir-
i ing, painting, water pipe in-
til, and Ravi Hosur. Addi-
tionally, prominent locals
Appanna Hundekara, Ashoka
Satannavar, Shanthaya Hire

allocation, the construction
agency was forced to neutral-
ize all ongoing operations.
Currently, vital works worth

stallations, kitchen setups,
carpeting, and boundary gate
compounding. The premises
are also left unma intained,

¢ with garbage and wild grass
shagouda Patil joined the
delegation. The activists col- :

overrunning the campus.
As a direct consequence of

: this administrative failure,
i young students scheduled to

join the pre-matric hostel in
2027 will have no choice but
to stay in the department’s
old, heavily cramped building.

KOPPAL

Marking the sacred values of
devotion and sacrifice, the
Muslim community across

i Koppal city celebrated the

holy festival of Bakrid with
traditional fervor and peace.
Thousands of faithful devo-
tees gathered for mass con-
gregational prayers at the
city’s two primary Eidgah
locations. The largest gather-
ing took place at the historic
old Eidgah ground, situated
adjacent to the municipal
council building, where peo-

siastically exchanged warm
festive greetings.

The significant spiritual
event drew widespread partic-
ipation from various political
leaders and public representa-
tives. Notable attendees in-
cluded Member of Parliament
K. Rajashekar Hitnal, former
MP Sanganna Karadi, JDS
state committee leader C.V.

Police seize illegal ration rice worth lakhs

BALLARI

In a successful operation, the
Kurugodu Police intercepted
a major smuggling racket and
seized illegally transported
Public Distribution System
ration rice worth over 5.52
lakh rupees.

Acting on specific and re-
liable intelligence, a dedicat-
ed police team launched a
surprise raid near Badanahat-
ti village in the Kurugodu
taluk. Officers caught the op-
erators red-handed as hired
workers were actively load-
ing large quantities of gov-

ernment-subsidized ration
rice into a heavy-duty trans-

port lorry.
Local investigators re-

vealed that the suspects had
been systematically collect-
ing and hoarding the ration
rice in a hidden layout locat-

ed near Badanahatti village.
Once a massive stock was
accumulated, they attempted
to covertly move the grains
out of the district via the
truck. Alongside the valuable
cargo, law enforcement offi-
cials promptly seized the
transport lorry used in the
crime to prevent further illic-
it operations.

Following the raid, the po-
lice department registered a
formal criminal case against
two primary accused illegal
rice traders, identified as Yar-
riswamy and Umashankar.
While the contraband and

transport vehicle remain in
secure police custody, both
suspects managed to evade
immediate arrest during the
chaotic raid.

Senior police officials con-
firmed that special teams
have already laid strategic
traps and launched an intense
manhunt across the district to
track down and apprehend
the fleeing traders. Authori-
ties have reassured the public
that strict monitoring will
continue to protect subsi-
dized food resources intend-
ed for underprivileged fami-
lies.

Chandrashekar, and Koppal
Urban Development Authority
Chairman Prasanna Gadad. To
honor their presence and sup-
port, the Eidgah Committee
presented special felicitations
to all visiting dignitaries on
behalf of the local community.

Prominent community fig-
ures, including former munic-
ipal president Amjad Patel,
senior advocate S. Asif Ali,
and Syed Foundation Presi-
dent K.M. Syed, also joined
the celebrations to promote
communal harmony. The
mass prayers were spiritually
led by Chief Qazi Abbas Ali

and Qazi Asif.

To ensure the large-scale
event concluded smoothly, the
local municipal council exe-
cuted excellent cleanliness
drives around the prayer
grounds. Concurrently, the
city police department man-
aged traffic flawlessly, pre-
venting any congestion. Fol-
lowing the successful prayers,
administrative officer Ghaus
Saab Sardar expressed heart-
felt gratitude to the district
administration, police force,
and municipal authorities for
their stellar cooperation in en-
suring a peaceful festival.

MLA Patil launches rural
road development projects

BAILHONGAL

MLA Babasaheb Patil de-
clared his unwavering com-
mitment to the total transfor-
mation of Channamma’s
Kittur constituency, stating
that continuous efforts are
being made to secure mas-
sive government funds for
local infrastructure.

The legislator made these
remarks during a tour of sev-
eral villages, including Sam-
pagaon, Yaradala, Suthagatti,
Dastikoppa, Hunashi Katti,
Devarashi Gahalli, Dematti,

and Ugarakhoda, where he
launched a series of crucial
road development projects.
Patil emphasized that his pri-
mary goal is to ensure every
single village in the region
pro gresses rapidly, a milesto
ne he noted is only possible
with active public coopera-
tion.

The launch events featured
formal ground-breaking cer-
emonies, including a special
Bhoomi Pooja for the con-
struction of two vital cement
concrete roads in Sampaga-
on village.
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New school year
begins with
sacred tradition

CHNEWS, DHARWAD
Sattur Rashtrothana
Vidya Kendra welcomed
its newest and youngest
students with a beautiful
literacy initiation ceremo-
ny. Shri Kritatmananda
Swamiji from the Chin-
maya Mission officially
inaugurated the nursery
and LKG school year by
gently guiding children to
write “Om” onrice. Swa-
miji urged parents and
teachers to instill strong
morals early, protecting
children from negative
societal influences. Earli-
er, ninth graders warmly
greeted the newcomers
with a traditional Kumbh
welcome. School Corre-
spondent Gururaj Agadi
also highlighted the insti-
tution’s commitment to
holistic education during
the event, which was at-
tended by proud parents
and staff.

Dharwad IlIT set for 8th
annual convocation

CH NEWS, DHARWAD
The Indian Institute of In-
formation Technology
(IIT), Dharwad, will host
its eighth convocation
ceremony this Saturday
at 11:00 AM. Director Dr.
S.R. Mahadeva Prasanna
announced that 253 B.
Tech and M.Tech stu-
dents will receive their
degrees. The graduates
include 136 in Computer
Science, 66 in Data Sci-
ence, and 51in Electron-
ics. IIT Delhi Director Prof.
Rangan Banerjee will de-
liver the keynote address,
while Union Minister Pral-
had Joshi attends as
chief guest. Top-scoring
graduates will receive
prestigious awards, in-
cluding the President’s
gold medal and six Direc-
tor’'s medals, celebrating
their outstanding aca-
demic achievements.

35 Year old Andhra
tourist drowns
near Sigandur

CHNEWS, SHIVAMOGGA
A family vacation turned
into tragedy when a
35-year-old tourist
drowned in the Sharavati
backwaters near Sigandur.
The deceased, identified
as Umesh from Anantapur
district in Andhra Pradesh,
had traveled to the fa-
mous temple town with
family and friends. After
seeking blessings from
Goddess Chowdeshwari,
the group visited the near-
by Sigandur bridge and
went for a swim. Tragical-
ly, Umesh swept away by
the water and drowned.
Emergency fire brigade
personnel rushed to the
scene and successfully re-
covered his body. The lo-
cal Kargal police have reg-
istered a case and started
an investigation.
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- Dr. Beldale launches Bldar
monsoon seed drive

Bidar South MLA Dr. Shailendra Beldale launched a monsoon seed
distribution program in Mannalli, urging timely sowing

BIDAR

With promising rains ahead,
Bidar South MLA Dr. Shailen-
dra Beldale officially launched
the monsoon season seed dis-
tribution program in Mannalli
village, urging local farmers to
begin sowing their crops on
time.

Speaking at the event orga-
nized by the Agriculture De-
partment, Dr. Beldale assured
the community that the gov-
ernment is fully committed to
delivering high-quality seeds
and fertilizers directly to them.
He strongly advised farmers to
rely on guidance from the Ag-
riculture Department rather
than falling under the influ-
ence of deceptive middlemen.

The MLA highlighted that
crops like soybean, togari, and
black gram are highly profit-
able. He explained that by
adopting scientific farming
methods and modern technol-
ogy, farmers can achieve high-
er yields while significantly
reducing production costs.
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Both central and state govern-
ments have launched multiple
welfare schemes, and Dr.
Beldale promised continuous
efforts to ensure these benefits
reach every household.
“Bidar South is an agricul-
ture-dominated region driven
by hardworking people,” Dr.

structure, including irrigation,

any farming delays.

monsoon s€ason.

O ibcworldnews.com

‘New 2 crore fish market
for local fishermen

. HOSAPET

i Local fishermen will soon
: have a modern, hygienic
i space to do business instead
i of sitting on dusty roadsides.
i MLA H.R. Gaviyappa an-
i nounced that a well-equipped,
Beldale stated, emphasizing
that solving farmer’s problems :
is his highest priority. He
pledged to improve vital infra-
: through the KM ERC govern-
electricity, and agricultural
connectivity roads, to support
the community. He expressed
immense joy that essential re-
sources are being distributed :
right on schedule to prevent :
© building in Kondanayakana-

The successful launch was
attended by Joint Agriculture
Director Devika R, Assistant
Agriculture Director Aarti Pa-
til, various local leaders, and :
officers from multiple Farmers !
Contact Centers, who all gath-
ered to wish the local farmers :
a prosperous and bountiful :
i tional licensing system. He

dedicated fish market will be
constructed in the city at a
cost of 2 crore.

The funding is secured

ment grant, ensuring the new
facility matches the standards
of the local vegetable market.
Gaviyappa shared the exciting
news while inaugurating a
new %35 lakh fisheries office

halli. He promised to person-
ally scout the best location to
give hard-working vendors a
respectable place to earn a
living.

To protect vulnerable local
workers from wealthy con-
tractors, the leader advocated
for bringing back the tradi-

plans to coordinate with both
the Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh governments to sub-
mit a formal request to Tung-
abhadra district officials.

Major expansion plans are
also underway for the local
fishing industry. The Fisheries
Department recently assumed
control of seven local lakes,
and plans to add fifteen more
soon to benefit neighborhood
fish farmers.

Additionally, fresh plans
are being designed to launch
dedicated watershed fish
farming schemes within the
next year.

Before wrapping up the
community event, Gaviyappa
ordered department officials
to identify homeless fishing
families so the government
can provide them with afford-
able housing options. The day
concluded on a high note as
dignitaries distributed free
professional fishing kits to
dozens of grateful local bene-
ficiaries.

Make Priyank Kharge Deputy

CM, Urges Basavaraj Deshmukh . .
'Chitradurga farmers to trial

establishing a separate secre-
tariat for Article 371(J) en- :

KALABURAGI

Renowned educationist Basa-
varaj Deshmukh urged top
Congress leadership, including
Rahul Gandhi and AICC Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge, to
appoint Priyank Kharge as the
Deputy Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka.

Deshmukh, the Honorary
President of Kalyana
Karnataka Horata
Samiti, stated that pro-
moting the current Ru-
ral Development and
IT-BT Minister would
greatly accelerate
progress in this historically
backward region. He empha-
sized that Kharge has handled
his ministerial responsibilities
with great aplomb under Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah.

Notably, Kharge successful-
ly chaired the Cabinet

Educationist Basavaraj
Deshmukh urged
Congress leaders to
appoint Priyank Kharge
as Karnataka’s Deputy
Chief Minister to
accelerate development
across the backward
Kalyana Karnataka
region.

Sub-Committee for im-
plementing Article 371(J)
and resolved seniority list
confusion for Panchayat
Development Officers.
Deshmukh also credited

Kharge for persuading the

Chief Minister to hold a histor-
ic cabinet meeting in Kalabur-
agi, which secured extra funds
for the regional development
board and initiated the process
to fill 15,000 vacant govern-
ment positions. Furthermore,

Kharge played a pivotal role in

forcement.

Deshmukh, who also heads
the historic Sharanabasavesh-

war Vidya Vardak Sangha,
highlighted Kharge’s dedica-

Academy, which trains local
and KPSC exams. As the Ka-
laburagi District In-charge
Minister, Kharge has effective-

ly managed local crises and

gional growth. Deshmukh con-

would finally fulfill
long-pending demands for re-

youth of Kalyana Karnataka.

The central government launched a mobile app for fertilizer booking,
starting trials in Chitradurga and Tumkur districts.

fertilizer booking app

© CHITRADURGA
tion to youth welfare through !
the creation of the Prabhudha
i tial fertilizers right from the
students for competitive UPSC
i roring the existing cooking
i gas booking system, the cen-
¢ tral government has launched
¢ the innovative ‘Fertilizer
consistently advocated for re-

Farmers can now book essen-

comfort of their homes. Mir-

Sales Application System’

¢ mobile app.
cluded that elevating Kharge
to Deputy Chief Minister
¢ basis across two selected dis-
i tricts per state this monsoon
gional industrialization and
create sustainable employment -:
opportunities for the educated :
: tial trial run, and local agricul-

The digital initiative is roll-
ing out on an experimental

season. In Karnataka, Chitra-
durga and Tumkur districts
have been chosen for the ini-

tural officials have already
completed training.

To use the system, farmers
simply download the app on
an Android smartphone and
enter their credentials to veri-
fy land holding details. After
generating an OTP, users re-
ceive a two-to-three-day win-
dow to secure their purchase.
At the shop, the dealer scans a
unique QR code from the

farmer’s phone to dispense the
stock. If a farmer cannot visit
in person, an authorized repre-
sentative can collect the fertil-
izer by presenting the QR
code, OTP, and valid identifi-
cation. Payments can also be
processed seamlessly via UPI.

This system brings major
benefits to both ends of the
supply chain. Shop owners
gain clear demand visibility
for better inventory control,
entirely eliminating paper-
work. Meanwhile, the govern-
ment can track real-time de-
mand from village to national
levels, ensuring stable food
security.

Activists demand independent
Dharwad City Councﬂ

District CEO demands eradication of child marriage"

BELLARI

Local officials ordered strict
legal action to eliminate child
marriage and underage preg-
nancies across the district.
Speaking at a high-level re-
view meeting, Zilla Panchayat
CEO Mohammed Harris Su-
mair called the current failure
to stop these crimes a major
disappointment for the com-
munity.

Sumair emphasized that pro-
tecting young girls is essential
for improving local education

and health standards. He in-
structed the police and the
child welfare department to
work together without fear of
political pressure. Officials
clarified that any pregnancy
involving a minor automatical-
ly violates the strict POCSO
child protection law, meaning
adult consent is completely ir-
relevant.

“We must verify school re-
cords to confirm ages and im-
mediately file police reports
against violators,” Sumair stat-
ed.

The government plans to
launch a massive awareness
campaign in rural villages us-
ing educational documentaries.
Multiple departments, includ-
ing village councils and neigh-
borhood watch committees,
will join forces to educate par-
ents about the legal and physi-
cal dangers of early marriage.

Statistics shared at the meet-
ing highlighted the urgency of
the crisis. Between December
2025 and March 2026, the dis-
trict registered 96 criminal cas-
es involving minors. A stagger-

ing 92 of these incidents in-
volved a combination of illegal :
child marriage and sexual !

abuse.

District Protection Officer
Sindhe Nandini reported that
the Child Welfare Committee
has already handled 95 urgent
rescue cases during this period. :
While 80 children have been
safely returned to their parents :
under strict supervision, 15
cases remain under investiga-
tion. Officials vow to continue
their crackdown until every

child is safe.

SHIVAMOGGA

Local attorneys and communi-
ty leaders announced a mas-
sive public rally scheduled for
May 30 to demand the estab-
lishment of a High Court Mo-
bile Bench in Shivamogga.
The march will kick off from
the district court premises at
10:30 am and wind through
the city’s main streets.

The announcement comes as
the District Bar Association
completes eleven consecutive
days of sit-in protests. Move-

DHARWAD

In a grand ceremony celebrat-
ing academic excellence, 211
meritorious students were hon-
ored with the prestigious
“Vivek Pratibha Puraskar’. The
event was organized at the Kar
nataka Kulpurohita Alur Ven-
katarao Cultural Bhavan by the
Swami Vive kananda Blood
Donation Foundation and the
Swarna Group of Companies.

The special ceremony recog-
nized high achievers who
achieved a perfect 100% pass
rate in their SSLC and

Second PUC examinations,
with every awardee scoring
above 90% marks. To further
inspire higher education, cash
prizes were presented to the

ment leader K. Basappa Gow-
da explained that the mega
rally aims to send a powerful
message to the state govern-
ment and the High Court Chief
Justice. Organizers argue that
Shivamogga is geographically
ideal to serve neighboring
Chikkamagaluru, Davanagere,
and Chitradurga districts.
“We easily meet the legal

criteria regarding case vol-
umes and regional coverage,”
Gowda stated, pointing to suc-
cessful multi-bench models in
neighboring Maharashtra.
The legal community ex-
pressed deep frustration over
political bias, alleging that
state leaders unfairly favored
Mangaluru in recent recom-
mendations. Bar Association
President G.R. Raghavendras-
wamy called the exclusion of
Shivamogga completely un-
just, noting that Chikkamaga-
luru lawyers have already offi-

cially endorsed their cause.

Chief Minister, the Governor,

of central Karnataka.

top three hlghest -scoring stu-
dents from both academic
classes. Presiding over the
gathering, Dr. CH V.S.V.
Prasad, Managing Director of

Swarna Group of Institutions,
shared his personal journey, de-
tailing the hurdles he overcame
to achieve success.

He urged the youth to show
similar resilience in pursuing
their dreams. Adding to the in-
spiration, Hubli-Dharwad Mu-
nicipal Corporation Mayor
Jyoti Patil emphasized that
India’s future rests upon its
youth.She encouraged students
to lead the nation forward us-
ing knowledge, rich culture,
and deep patriotism.

Other notable speakers in-
cluded Dr. H.V. Dambal, who

son’s life, and Dr. Adarsh G.S.,

grace to the occasion.

Foundation founder Shiva- !
kumar Rattihalli, Vice Presi-
dent Vidyananda Sthavara
math, alongside numerous |
proud teachers and parents, at- :
tended the event to cheer on
the bright future of these ex- !
¢ 1in this festival should inspire

ceptional young achievers.

DHARWAD

Angry protestors declared that
their fight for an independent
city council will not end until
the government grants their
demands. The ongoing protest
has now entered its thirteenth
consecutive day, gaining mas-
sive support from local politi-
cians, business leaders, and
labor unions.

Activists recently gathered

¢ for an emergency meeting at
; the Karnataka Vidyavardhaka
: Sangha hall to plan their next

Shivamogga advocates schedule massive May 30th protest
!ﬂ\m‘

steps. The energetic crowd was

¢ led by B.D. Hiremath, a prom-
¢ inent local lawyer. Hiremath
i stated that the state’s Governor

To build up a watertight :
case, organizers have asked all
participating unions and civic
groups to bring formal support :
petitions duplicated for the !
¢ sign the final paperwork.
and the Chief Justice. Activists
plan to tour surrounding dis- !
tricts next week to unite re-
gional bar associations. Lead-
ers emphasize that strong po-
litical will is urgently required
to bring affordable, accessible
justice directly to the citizens !

has already approved the plan
to separate Dharwad from the
current joint municipal corpo-
ration. Now, the community is
waiting on state officials to

“The ball is entirely in the
government’s court now,” Hire
math told the passionate cro
wd. “We need immediate actio
n, not more empty promises.”

The movement has united

rival political factions. High-
profile members from both the
Congress and BJP parties
joined hands at the rally. Even
the current City Mayor, Jyoti
Patil, stood alongside protes-
tors to demand the split.

Meanwhile, everyday citi-
zens are joining the cause in
large numbers. Members of the
local Traders’ Association and
various construction worker
unions marched through the
streets. They held signs and
joined a sit-in protest to show
solidarity.

Community leaders say a
separate corporation is neces-
sary to ensure Dharwad re-
ceives fair funding and better
public services. Activists
promised to camp out indefi-
nitely until the government is-
sues its official, final order.

UT. Khader shares
message of unity on Bakrid

o o o H

211 top students win Vivek Pratibha Puraskar **
¢ Karnataka Assembly Speaker

¢ U.T. Khader celebrated Eid-ul-
spoke on how leadership and
strong values elevate a per- :
¢ powerful symbol of deep sac-
who highlighted value-based
living. The spiritual presence
of Sri Buddhi Yogananda Swa-
miji from the Dharwad Ra- !
makrishna Ashram added :

Azha, widely known as
Bakrid, by describing it as a

rifice, love, trust, and universal
brotherhood. He emphasized
that every cultural festival car-
ries an essential message of
unity for our diverse society.
The Speaker made these re-
marks to reporters right after
visiting the famous Ullal Dar-
gah, where he performed tradi-
tional ziarat rituals. Khader
shared his hopes for regional
prosperity and expressed that
the spirit of charity embedded

citizens to look out for one an-
other. “My sincere prayer to-
day is that peace and absolute
harmony prevail across all our
villages,” Khader stated warm-
ly. “Everyone, from young
children to our elderly citizens,
deserves to live a happy,
healthy, and completely fear-
less life.”

Joining the celebration, Dar-
gah Vice President Ashraf
Right Way added that Islam
fundamentally teaches peace
and thrives on community uni-
ty. He also extended his spiri-
tual blessings and well-wishes
to the local pilgrims currently
undertaking the holy Hajj pil-
grimage, praying for their safe
and successful return.
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Ensure benefits reach
only eligible scheme
beneficiaries

CHNEWS, Bangarapet
Guarantee Schemes Com
mittee taluk president
Parthasarathi directed of-
ficials to ensure that ben-
efits under the Gruhalaks
hmi and Gruhajyoti sche
mes reach only eligible
beneficiaries through pro
per verification and review.
Speaking at a taluk-level
review meeting onimple-
mentation of guarantee
schemes at the Taluk Pan
chayat hall, he said the
government introdu ced
the five guarantee schem
es for the welfare of poor
families and officials must
work efficiently to de liver
them effectively. He said
eligible women beneficiar-
ies are receiving Rs 2,000
monthly under the Gru-
halakshmi sche me, while
food grains are being dis-
tributed as per rules under
the Anna Bhag ya scheme.

Mobile health unit
aims for early disease
detection

CHNEWS, Shira
A mobile healthcare initia-
tive titled “Wellness on
Wheels” was launched at
the Government Public
Hospital in Shira to help
detect diseases before
they become severe. The
programme is jointly or-
ganised by the Health and
Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Volvo Group, and
Narayana Health. Hospital
Administrative Medical
Officer Dr. Babu Rajendra
Prasad said rural residents
often delay treatment due
to financial difficulties and
travel constraints. The
mobile unit will visit villag-
es and provide early scree
ning for heart disease,
cancer, diabetes, and hy-
pertension. The facility of-
fers free tests including
ECG, 2D Echo, digital
X-ray, cancer screening,
and over 25 blood tests.

Pedestrian killed after
car hits himin Haveri

CH NEWS, Haveri
A pedestrian was killed
after being hit by a car
near Gaurapur village in
Haveri taluk. The de-
ceased has been identi-
fied as Fakkeerappa
Bharamappa Marilingan-
navar, a resident of the
village. According to re-
ports, Fakkeerappa was
walking along the road-
side when an unidenti-
fied car allegedly struck
him and fled the scene.
He died on the spot due
to the impact of the colli-
sion. Police have regis-
tered a case at the Haveri
Rural Police Station and
launched an investigation
to trace the vehicle in-
volved in the accident.
Further inquiry is under-
way to determine the ex-
act circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.
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' Health officials launch dengue,
cervical cancer campaigns

Health officials launched a dual campaign targeting dengue eradication
and free cervical cancer vaccines for young girls

SRIRANGAPATNA

Local health officials launched
a massive twin-campaign , tar-
geting the eradication of dead-
ly dengue fever and promoting
life-saving cervical cancer vac-
cines for young girls.
Inaugurating the National
Dengue Day event at the Taluk
Health Office, In-charge
Health Officer Dr. M. N.
Ashalata stressed that public
participation and environmen-
tal cleanliness are vital. She
urged school students to ac-
tively inspect their surround-
ings twice a week. Dr. Ashala-
ta noted that destroying breed-
ing grounds like stagnant water

in cement tanks, plastic drums,
discarded tires, and coconut
shells is crucial to stopping the
disease at its roots.

Adding to this, Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. C. M. Sridhar
explained that because dengue
has no specific cure, controlling
the Aedes aegypti mosquito is

the only defense. He called for
total community cooperation in
keeping neighborhoods dry and
clean.Earlier, Dr. Sridhar kicked
off an awareness rally at New
Oxford School focusing on the
Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccine. The government is cur-
rently providing this safe, es-

The Karnataka State Farmer’s Union condemned Tamil Nadu’s opposition
to the Mekedatu project, urging PM Modi’s immediate intervention.

Karnataka farmers demand immediate

Mekedatu project clearance

MANDYA

The Karnataka State Farmer’s
Union strongly condemned the
Tamil Nadu government for its
persistent opposition to the
Mekedatu balancing reservoir
project. Shanthakumar Kiran-
goor Pappu, a prominent lead-
er of the agricultural union,
urged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to intervene and
grant immediate clearance for
the project.

The statement comes after
Tamil Nadu’s Health Minister
publicly lobbied central au-
thorities to disapprove the res-
ervoir, claiming the extra wa-
ter storage is unnecessary.
Karnataka farmers reacted
sharply, calling the neighbor-

ing state’s political opposition
completely baseless and un-
just.

Local experts em-
phasize that the Meke-
datu project is de-
signed to store excess
Cauvery River water
during heavy monsoon
seasons. Instead of
wasting surplus water
into the sea, the reservoir
would secure vital drinking
water for urban and rural citi-
zens, replenish drying ground-
water tables, and provide es-
sential hydration for cattle,
local wildlife, and birds.

“The project will not harm
Tamil Nadu’s fair share of wa-
ter,” Pappu stated in an official
press release. “It is a crucial

humanitarian initiative for
drmkmg water and ecological

- survival.”

lock,

pend on the Cauvery basin.

Udupi escapes rain
fury with zero damage

UDUPI

A preliminary weather report
released by the Udupi
District Deputy Commission-
er’s office brought immense
relief to local residents, con-
firming no casualties or
property damage despite re-
cent rainfall across the coast-
al region.

According to official data,
the district witnessed light to
moderate showers, averaging
4.6 mm of rainfall across
various taluks.

Hebri recorded the highest
downpour at 11.5 mm, fol-
lowed closely by Kundapur
at 6.2 mm and Udupi taluk at
5.2 mm. Other areas experi-
enced much lighter showers,
with Karkala recording 4.0
mm, Brahmavar 2.6 mm,
Byndoor 0.7 mm, and Kaup
receiving a mere 0.1 mm of
rain.

Fortunately, the precipita-
tion did not escalate into a
crisis. The administration
confirmed that there was ab-
solutely no loss of human
life, and no injuries or miss-
ing persons were reported
due to rain, strong winds, or
lightning strikes. The local
livestock also remained

Ul

An official weather report

from Udupi confirmed no
casualties, property

disruptions despite
recent light to moderate
rainfall across the
coastal district.

entirely safe.
and agriculture emerged un-

rain.

The report indicated zero
damage to houses or house-
hold goods, and no crop
losses were recorded any-
where in the district.

Essential services re-
mained completely unaffect-

ed road connectivity, or ma- . ] . .
_ National Surfing Championship begins
Consequently, authorities
{ MANGALURU
gency care centers or conduct
i The highly anticipated seventh
i edition of the NMPA Indian Op
i en of Surfing 2026 is set to kick
¢ off at Blue Bay, Tannirbhavi
i Eco Beach, running from May
i 29 to 31. This premier national
i event will feature over 80 top

jor power outages.
did not need to open emer-

any citizen evacuations.

Water levels, inflows, and
outflows at all major regional
reservoirs also remain well
within safe limits, ensuring
a secure and stable situation
for the coastal district.

AR |

MAGADI

Local Congress leaders have
launched a sharp attack
against former MLA A. Man-
junath, accusing him of using
aggressive tactics to halt es-
sential development projects
in the region.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Magadi Block Congress
President K. Krishnamurthy
slammed the former lawmak-
er for trying to stall a vital
national pipeline project. The
initiative, brought to life by
former MP D.K. Suresh, aims
to lay a Cauvery water pipe-

/

line from Sattegal to the
Dabaspet industrial area.
Once completed, this network
will secure clean drinking wa-
ter for Magadi’s town and ru-

ral residents.

Krishnamurthy also praised
current MLA H.C. Balakrish-
na for spending X1 crore to
clean up the polluted Macha-

Frustrated by the on-
going political dead- ‘!
agricultural :
groups are demanding
unified action from lo-
cal leaders. They urged
the state government to
send a high-level dele-
gation, including irrigation
experts, legal advocates, and
senior ministers, to meet di- !
rectly with Union Home Min- :
ister Amit Shah and the Prime :
Minister. Farmers warned that !
delaying the project further :
will trigger severe water scar- :
city, risking the livelihoods of :
millions of citizens who de- :

in life.

Aishwarya, numerous teachers,

back to their households.

Congress leaders
demand minister
post for ARK MLA

KOLLEGAL

Congress leaders and party
workers staged a gathering
near Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Cir-
cle in Kollegal demanding a
ministerial berth for Kollegal
MLA A.R. Krishnamurthy
during the anticipated cabi-
net expansion. Former City
Municipal Council presi dent
Rekha Ramesh said the Kol-
legal constituency has never
received ministerial repre-
sentation despite significant
development works carried
out by the MLA. Block Con-
gress president Thotesh
claimed Krish namurthy had
secured nearly Rs 500 crore
in grants for constituency de-
velopment and deserved cab-
inet inclusion. Leaders also
pointed out that no Dalit
MLA from the constituency
had been given a ministerial
post for the past five years.

O ibcworldnews.com

- Emotional supporters weep
as Siddaramaiah resigns

. MYSURU

© Heartbreaking scenes unfold-
i ed outside ‘Cauvery’, the of-
i ficial residence of Chief Min-
i ister Siddaramaiah, as he pre-
i pared to depart for Lok Bha-
i van to tender his resignation.
sential vaccine completely free
of charge to young girls aged
fourteen and fifteen. Health ex-
perts emphasized that this vac-
cination plays an invaluable
role in protecting women from
developing cervical cancer later :
¢ emerged alongside his son,

The dual-purpose health
drive saw passionate participa- :
tion from school principal Mrs.
i through tight police security,
medical officers, and dedicated
local ASHA workers. Organiz-
ers deemed the event a major
success, noting that educated
students will now act as health
ambassadors, taking these vital
prevention messages directly
i Karnataka. Another emotional
¢ woman supporter stated that
i for the poor, Siddaramaiah
¢ was simply family. The in-
i tense outpouring of love
i deeply moved the veteran pol-
i itician, whose eyes visibly
i filled with tears before he

The usually bustling political
hub wore a somber look,
packed with weeping support-
ers waiting for a final glimpse
of their leader, affectionately
nicknamed ‘Huliya’.

When Siddaramaiah finally

Dr. Yathindra, an overwhelm-
ing wave of grief swept
through the crowd. Breaking

distraught men and women
rushed forward, sobbing like
children just to touch his
hands.

“Sir, you are our hope,
please don’t leave us,” cried
an elderly farmer from North

composed himself for the
television cameras.

Even the on-duty police
personnel appeared touched,
gently managing the crowd as
roaring slogans of “Huliya,
Huliya” and “Our leader Sid-
daramaiah” echoed through
the air. Many stood frozen in
grief as the official convoy
slowly rolled away toward
Lok Bhavan.

Siddaramaiah shared a
uniquely deep emotional bond
with the masses, built on his
fearless political style, blunt
speeches, and earthy humor.
The iconic title ‘Huliya’ (Ti-
ger) was originally coined by
a fan during a past election
rally. For the thousands gath-
ered, Thursday’s departure
was not just the routine resig-
nation of a state leader, but a
painful goodbye to their pro-
tector.

MLA Srinivas Mane launches

¢ In a major boost to local infra-
i structure, Hanagal taluk has
i received an unprecedented
: amount of funding to upgrade
i its public amenities, announc
i ed local MLA Srinivas Mane.

The lawmaker made this

: statement during a ground-
i breaking ceremony in Aralesh-
¢ war village, launching a series
i of development projects worth
i %50 lakh. Mane explained that
i rural connectivity roads had fall
i en into deep disrepair, causing
i severe travel issues for local re
: sidents. To fix this, the govern
¢ ment is now releasing develop-
i ment funds on a priority basis.

Dr. B.M. Shivarudrayya
conferred with Aryabhata award

MAGADI

i Renowned educator and retired
damage, or infrastructure = Principal Dr. B.M. Shivar-
i udrayya has been conferred
¢ with the prestigious state-level
i ‘Aryabhata Award’ in Bengal-
¢ uru. The honor recognizes his
i exceptional contributions to
¢ rural education and his lifelong
¢ dedication to spreading scien-
i tific awareness.

Furthermore, infrastructure
¢ took place at the iconic Ravin-
scathed from the spell of
i the Aryabhata Cultural Organ-
¢ isation. Dr. Shivarudrayya re-
¢ ceived the plaque and tradi-
i tional shawl from a distin-
¢ guished panel, including High
¢ Court Justice Rajendra Bada-
i mikar, thinker Aralumalige
¢ Parthasarathy, and former Kan-
ed, with no re ports of !
breached lake banks, disrupt-

The grand award ceremony

dra Kalakshetra, organized by

nada Sahitya Parishad Presi-

dent Dr. Mahesh Joshi. Ary-
abhata Society President Dr.
H.L.N. Rao praised the veteran
educator for simplifying com-
plex subjects like mathematics
and science through innovative,
activity-based teaching. He also

commended Dr. Shivar-
udrayya’s persistent efforts to
build a scientific tempe rament
among rural communities. Ac-
cepting the honor, Dr. Shivar-
udrayya stated that teachers

must look beyond classrooms
and prioritize community de-
velopment. He emphasized the
urgent need to inspire rural stu-
dents toward science and math-
ematics, noting that this award
has significantly increased his
responsibility toward society.

Local leader Baginagere B.
Rangaswamy proudly high-
lighted that Dr. Shivarudrayya,
who previously won the Kem-
pegowda and H.N. Narasim-
haiah awards, serves as a flaw-
less role model for today’s
youth. The achievement has
sparked widespread joy across
the taluk, drawing warm con-
gratulations from local MLA
H.C. Balakrishna, Kannada Sa-
hitya Parishad members, vari-
ous science associations, and
the residents of Baginagere
village.

Hanagal development projects

. HANAGAL

Reflecting on his journey,
Mane shared that he traveled
through the taluk on foot for 52
days during his ‘Dhutsankalpa
Yatra’ before the 2023 elec-
tions. This march allowed him
to witness the struggles of vil-
lagers firsthand. He assured the
public that those identified pro
blems are now being resolved
step by step. The event marked
a significant milestone for the
region’s growth, drawing strong
support from local political fig-
ures. Pro minent leaders, in-
cluding KPCC member Tal-
kanagowda Patil and Block
Congress President Manju Go-
rannavara, attended the ceremo-
ny to support the new projects.

BSP leader
celebrates Bakrid
at Eidgah Maidan

. KOPPAL

¢ Highlighting the spirit of sac- :
i rifice and togetherness, BSP
i Koppal District In-charge
¢ Mehboob Khan joined thou- !
. sands of local devotees for a |
: mass special prayer. The
© grand gathering took place at |
i the city’s Eidgah Maidan to :
i celebrate the holy festival of :
: Bakrid. Following the peace-
i ful community prayers, Khan
i met with the respected reli-
¢ gious guru, Qazi Asif, who
i led the morning service. Khan
i honored the spiritual leader
- and warmly exchanged fes-
i tive greetings with him and :
i other members of the gather-
© ing. Addressing the media :
¢ and attendees, Khan empha- !
© sized that festivals serve as a :
i powerful bridge between dif- :
¢ ferent communities. i

states, including Karnataka,

Tamil Nadu, and Goa. This
year’s championship carries im-
mense weight, serving as the |
final domestic evaluation before
surfing makes its historic debut
at the upcoming Asian Games
i kumar takes the oath as Karna-

in Japan.

nabele reservoir, which was
neglected during Manjunath s
tenure.

He assured citizens that
contractors have already de-
posited %12 crore to com-
pletely rebuild roads damaged
by the pipeline work.

Adding to the criticism,
Kudur-Thippasandra Block
President T.G. Venkatesh
urged the opposition to stop
misleading the public with
false promises.

He reminded everyone that
the current water supply is the
result of two years of hard
work by Balakrishna and

Suresh. Venkatesh challenged
the former MLA to focus on :
real issues, like lobbying :
Union Minister H.D. Kumara
swamy to stop more trains at
Thippasandra and securing '
the Hemavati Express Canal
i leader M.B. Patil, Housing Min-
“The people working in : ister Zameer Ahmed Khan, and
¢ IT-BT Minister Priyank Kharge.

project.

these industries are our own
children,” Venkatesh said,

emphasizing that opposing !
local progress hurts future
generations. Party leaders !
Kalkere Shivanna, H.R. i
Shivaprasad, and Rehman !
Khan were also present to
¢ esunder the age of 50. This gen

show their solidarity.

Power struggle grips Karnataka

athletes representing six coastal

Congress over Cabinet

MYSURU

Intense political maneuvering
has gripped the ruling Congress
party even before D.K. Shiva-

i taka’s next Chief Minister. Fol-
¢ lowing Siddaramaiah’s resigna-
¢ tion to honor their power-shar-
© ing pact, lawmakers are aggres-

Magadi Congress accuses Manjunath of halting projects

sively lobbying for coveted
ministerial berths.

To maintain regional and
caste balances, party sources
reveal that the high command
might introduce an unprece-
dented formula of appointing
three to four Deputy Chief Min-
isters. Frontrunners for these top
posts include senior Lingayat

While Shivakumar reportedly
resists expanding this structure,
pressure from Delhi may force
his hand. Furthermore, top lead-
er Rahul Gan dhi is pushing for
a youth-hea vy cabinet, aiming
to introduce nearly 28 fresh fac-

erational shift could drastically
alter the regional landscape.
From the Mysuru region, Tan-
veer Sait and MLC Yathindra
Siddaramaiah are likely to se-
cure cabinet spots, potentially
replacing veteran leader H.C.
Mahadevappa.Major reshuffles
are also expected in neighbor-
ing districts.

In Chamarajanagar, C. Putta-
rangashetty may replace K. Ven
katesh, while Mandya’s N.
Cheluvarayaswamy might
lose his seat to P.M. Narendras-
wamy. Meanwhile, Roopa
Shashidhar, daughter of K.H.
Muniyappa, could enter under
the women’s quota. While se-
nior ministers like Dinesh Gun-
du Rao and K.J. George are
expected to retain their posi-
tions, uncertainty surrounds
Home Minister G. Para mesh-
wara and Lakshmi Hebbal kar
due to internal rivalry. Strate-
gists note that this high-stakes
cabinet selection will ultimately
decide who controls Karnata-
ka’s power structure for the
next decade.
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NGT issues notice over
constructionin
Palamu Tiger Reserve

Ranchi
A case related to the con-
struction of hotels and re-
sorts in Jharkhand’s Ne-
tarhat eco-sensitive zone
and Palamu Tiger Reserve
has now reached the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT). According to a pe-
tition filed by environ-
mental activist Govind
Pathak, large-scale com-
mercial construction is
being carried out within
the eco-sensitive zone
(ESZ) in violation of pre-
scribed norms. Taking
cognisance of the matter,
the eastern zonal bench
of the Kolkata-based
NGT has found the peti-
tion fit for hearing and has
issued notices to the par-
ties concerned. The next
hearing in the case is
scheduled for July 8. The
issue is about the rapid
construction activities in
and around the Palamu
Tiger Reserve, Betla Na-
tional Park, Netarhat and
the Mahuadanr Wolf
Sanctuary.

IB official sheds light
of ISI’s new
recruitment model

New Delhi
The number of arrests in
connection with ISI-
backed espionage cases
has gone up substantially
in the last one year. The
ISl has been resorting to
various tactics to appoint
spies in India, who in turn
are paid or blackmailed to
provide sensitive informa-
tion from the country. An
Intelligence Bureau (IB)
official said that there are
a bunch of recruiters and
handlers based out of Pa-
kistan whose primary job
is to monitor those mak-
ing reels on social media.
These persons under-
stand the mindset of
most of these people and
are taking advantage of
that to trap or lure them
into becoming spies for
Pakistan. These persons
who make reels only care
about engagement. This
is something that the ISI
has been using to trap
such persons. Scores of
fake accounts are created
on these social media
sites and these accounts
are used to keep the en-
gagement high.

M Sikkim pdlice gets
‘President of India’s
Police Colour’

Gangtok
President Droupadi Mur-
mu presented the ‘Presi-
dent of India’s Police Col-
our’ to the Sikkim Police
in Gangtok on Thursday.
The recognition awarded
to Sikkim Police is a result

of its substantial role in
upholding peace and har-
mony within the state,
characterised by their
professional behaviour
and the amicable attitude
of police officers towards
the public, which has gar-
nered both affection and
respect from the citizens.
President Murmu con-
gratulated all officers and
police personnel associ-
ated with the Sikkim Po-
lice in the past and pres-
ent for this honour and
said she was happy to
note that the force, since
its establishment in 1897,
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Maharashtra's single
women policy: First inIndia

The government approved a committee to draft a dedicated policy
ensuring welfare and empowerment of single women

MUMBAI

In a significant move aimed at
strengthening the welfare and
empowerment of single wom-
en, the Maharashtra govern-
ment has approved the forma-
tion of a Draft Committee for
the proposed ‘Single Women
Policy’.

The initiative is expected to
address the social, economic,
educational and health-related
challenges faced by single
women across the state
through a structured and com-
prehensive framework.

Minister of Women and
Child Development Aditi Tat-
kare announced the decision
on Thursday, stating that the
proposed policy would help
single women gain easier ac-
cess to various government
welfare schemes while also
recommending long-term
measures for their overall de-
velopment. She highlighted

that Maharashtra is preparing
to become the first state in In-
dia to formulate an exclusive
policy dedicated entirely to
single women.

Tatkare explained that dis-
cussions regarding such a pol-
icy had initially begun during
the tenure of the late Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar.
According to the minister, the
vision and ideas proposed
during those discussions laid
the foundation for the present
initiative. Following his de-
mise, efforts to continue the
programme remained active,
eventually leading to the es-
tablishment of the draft com-
mittee.

The committee will func-
tion under the chairmanship
of the Commissioner of the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Commissionerate in
Pune. It will include senior
officials and representatives
from multiple government de-

partments and institutions,
including School Education,
Social Justice, Agriculture,
Labour, Tribal Development,
Rural Development, Urban
Development, Skill Develop-
ment, Industries, Higher and
Technical Education, Reve-
nue, Animal Husbandry and
the National Health Mission.

In addition, representatives
from the Maharashtra State
Legal Services Authority,
Maharashtra State Women’s
Commission, MAVIM,
UMED, Khadi and Village
Industries and several other

organisations will also be part
of the committee. The Deputy
Commissioner of the Women
and Child Development
Commissionerate in Pune
will serve as the Member
Secretary.

Expressing confidence in
the initiative, Tatkare stated
that the committee would play
a transformative role in shap-
ing a strong and practical pol-
icy draft capable of bringing
meaningful and lasting change
to the lives of single women
throughout Maharashtra.

She further said that the
policy would now move for-
ward under the leadership of
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis while continuing the
developmental vision associ-
ated with Ajit Pawar. The
minister described the initia-
tive as a matter of pride for
Maharashtra and a landmark
step toward inclusive social
welfare.

Adhikari offers prayers at Mayapur ISKCON Temple

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Thurs-
day visited the ISKCON tem-
ple in Mayapur, situated in
Nadia district, where he par-
ticipated in several religious
rituals and interacted with
temple monks.

The visit marked his first trip
to the temple after assuming
office as the Chief Minister.

Adhikari arrived at the tem-
ple premises in the afternoon
and was welcomed warmly by
ISKCON monks with flower
garlands and traditional greet-
ings. During his visit, he took
part in special prayers and rit-
uals conducted according to
temple traditions. The Chief
Minister later visited the cow-
shed located within the ISK-

CON complex and performed
Gau-Seva in the presence of
the monks.

As part of the ritual,
Adhikari washed the cows’
feet with water and personally
fed them. The ceremony was
attended by several monks
and devotees who gathered at
the temple premises. Follow-
ing this, the Chief Minister
proceeded to the Chandro-
daya temple inside the com-
plex and offered prayers be-
fore the idols of Radha and
Krishna.

He also paid tribute to ISK-
CON founder Abhay Chara-
naravinda Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada by per-
forming rituals at his memo-
rial temple and offering floral
tributes to his statue. Temple
authorities said the Chief

Minister showed deep interest
in the spiritual activities and
functioning of the organisa-
tion during his visit.

Extensive security arrange-
ments were made throughout
the temple premises because
of the Chief Minister’s pres-
ence. Despite the heightened
security, devotees visiting the
temple reportedly did not face
any inconvenience.

The ISKCON monks pre-
sented Adhikari with a statue
of Gaumata as a mark of re-
spect and appreciation. Ac-

cording to temple representa-
tives, the Chief Minister was
also scheduled to participate
in discussions with the monks
later in the day regarding spir-
itual and social activities un-
dertaken by the organisation.

Speaking about the visit,
ISKCON spokesperson Rasik
Gauranga Das said this was
the Chief Minister’s first visit
after taking oath and that all
rituals were performed ac-
cording to temple customs.
He added that Adhikari was
keenly interested in under-
standing the activities and
functioning of ISKCON.

The visit comes just days
after Adhikari announced that
liquor shops would not be
permitted within one kilome-
tre of educational institutions
and temples across the state.
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Punjab BJP
confident of victory
in 2027 elections

CHANDIGARH

Newly appointed Punjab BJP
President Kewal Singh Dhill-
on on Thursday asserted that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
would emerge victorious in
the Punjab Assembly elec-
tions scheduled for 2027 and
form the next government in
the state.

Displaying confidence in
the party’s growing support
base, Dhillon stated that after
securing success in West Ben-
gal, the BJP was now prepar-
ing to strengthen its presence
in Punjab.

Addressing reporters after
assuming charge, Dhillon said
Punjab was currently facing
multiple challenges, including
drug abuse, unemployment,
gangster activities and issues
related to farmers. He claimed
that people in Punjab were
observing the development
taking place in states gov-
erned by the BJP and desired
similar progress in their own
state.

Today, Punjab is suffering
from drug menace, rise of
gangsters, joblessness and
farmers’ issues. Development
is taking place in 21 states
wherever the BJP is in power.
The same will happen in Pun-
jab when the BJP forms the
government, Dhillon said.

He further stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and BJP President Nitin
Nabin shared a common vi-
sion of transforming Punjab
into the leading state in the
country. After Bengal, it is
now the turn of Punjab, he re-
marked while expressing op-
timism about the party’s elec-
toral prospects.

Targeting rival political par-
ties, Dhillon alleged that the
Aam Aadmi Party, Congress
and Shiromani Akali Dal had
collectively damaged Pun-
jab’s progress over the years.
According to him, only the
BJP possessed the capability

New Punjab BJP chief
Kewal Singh Dhillon
expressed confidence
about forming
governmentin the
state after 2027
elections

to restore development and
stability in the state.

The veteran leader also
stressed that his focus would
remain entirely on develop-
ment rather than political the-
atrics. I cannot do drama or
crack jokes. My only goal is
to work for Punjab’s progress,
he said.

Dhillon added that Punjab
still possessed the strength
and potential to regain its ear-
lier position as one of the
country’s leading states. Re-
ferring to the BJP government
in neighbouring Haryana, he
highlighted that the state had
become the first in India to
officially procure 24 crops at
the Minimum Support Price.

He promised that if the BJP
formed the government in
Punjab, farmers would re-
ceive MSP support, employ-
ment opportunities would
expand and semiconductor
plants would be established to
strengthen industrial growth.

On questions regarding the
BJP’s limited performance in
the previous Assembly elec-
tions, where the party secured
only two seats, Dhillon said
the people of Punjab had al-
ready decided to give the BJP
a majority mandate in the
next election.

CBI detained Giribala Singh after
anticipatory bail cancellation in Twisha
Sharma dowry death investigation case

CBI detains retired judge
in dowry death case

BHOPAL

In a major development in
the alleged dowry death case
involving Twisha Sharma,
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation on Thursday de-
tained retired district judge
Giribala Singh from her res-
idence in Bhopal.

The action came shortly
after the Madhya Pradesh
High Court cancelled the an-
ticipatory bail earlier granted
to her in connection with the
investigation.

A CBI team, accompanied
by a large police force, ar-
rived at Giribala Singh’s res-
idence in the Katara Hills
locality early in the morning.
Authorities barricaded the
surrounding area and re-
stricted public movement
during the operation to main-
tain law and order.

The case relates to the
death of Twisha Sharma,
who was found dead at her
matrimonial home on May
12, barely five months after
marrying Samarth Singh, the
son of Giribala Singh, on
December 9, 2025. The inci-
dent had triggered wide-
spread attention due to alle-
gations of dowry harassment
and domestic abuse.

Soon after the incident,
Giribala Singh approached a
Bhopal sessions court seek-
ing anticipatory bail. On
May 15, the 10th Additional
Sessions Judge granted her
pre-arrest bail, citing her ad-
vanced age and financial
transfers made to the de-
ceased. However, the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court later

Devnarayan Mishra observed
that the trial court had failed
to properly consider crucial
material facts before grant-
ing bail. The High Court re-
ferred to WhatsApp chats
and statements from
Twisha’s family, which al-
legedly indicated that the
accusations were not con-
fined solely to her husband,
Samarth Singh.

The court further stated
that the allegations required
deeper examination under
Sections 80(2), 85 and 3(5)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, along with Sections 3
and 4 of the Dowry Prohibi-
tion Act.

Twisha’s family alleged
that both her husband and
mother-in-law subjected her
to harassment and allegedly
pressured her to terminate
her pregnancy. The High
Court noted that it was an
admitted fact that Twisha
had terminated her pregnan-
cy before her death.

According to the post-mor-
tem report, the cause of
death was antemortem hang-
ing by ligature. However, the
High Court also noted the
presence of six to seven ad-
ditional injuries on Twisha’s
body, including injuries on
her arm, finger and head. A
subsequent medical query
report clarified that these in-
juries were not caused while
removing the body or during
transportation to the hospital.

Counsel representing
Twisha’s father argued that
Giribala Singh, being a re-
tired judicial officer with
training in cyber forensics

Guj rules out Ebola scare as Congo
traveller’s test returns negative

AHMEDABAD

The suspected Ebola case in-
volving a-37-year-old busi-
nessman from Congo in Gu-
jarat has tested negative, State
Health Minister Praful Pan-
sheriya said on Thursday, eas-
ing concerns after four people
were placed under quarantine
as a precautionary measure.
The businessman, identified
as Amuri Lokula, had recently
travelled from Congo to
Mumbai before visiting Sil-
vassa, Daman and Vadodara.
According to details shared
by the Health Department, he
arrived in Mumbai around 10
days ago, stayed there for five
days and later spent around
four days in the Silvassa-Da-
man region before reaching
Vadodara on May 22.

Pansheriya said the report
of the suspected Ebola patient
had returned negative and
urged people not to panic or
spread rumours. Citizens are
requested not to panic in any
manner and to stay away from
rumours. They should trust
only the official information
issued by the Health Depart-
ment, the minister said.

The state government and
the Health Department are
fully alert, prepared and com-
mitted to safeguarding public
health, he added. A Health
Department source told IANS
that only the businessman
who had arrived from Congo
was tested for Ebola and that
the report had come negative
at present.

Rest three reports are al-
ready negative, the source

‘KIS1 MOD PE PHIR MULAQAAT HOGI

said, referrlng to the three in-
dividuals who had been quar-
antined after coming in con-
tact with the businessman.
State authorities had quar-
antined four people, including
the businessman from Congo,
after he developed fever fol-
lowing his travel from Africa.
Officials had said all four
were isolated at separate facil-

ities in Ahmedabad as a pre-
cautionary measure and sam-
ples had been sent for testing.

The state government had
also intensified screening
measures at Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel International Air-
port (SVPIA) for passengers
arriving from Ebola-affected
countries, including Congo,
Uganda and South Sudan.

Isolation wards were kept
ready at Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital, Surat Civil Hospital
and SVP Hospital as part of
preparedness measures.
Health authorities across In-
dia have stepped up surveil-
lance and monitoring after
suspected Ebola cases were
reported in Gujarat and Ben-
galuru, although no confirmed
Ebola case has been reported
in the country so far.

Noted Urdu poet Bashir Badr dies at 91

BHOPAL

Renowned Urdu poet Dr
Bashir Badr, known for his
expressive and evocative
'shayri' passed away in Bho-
pal on Thursday afternoon,
leaving behind a rich literary
legacy that spanned decades.
He was 91.

He breathed his last at
around 12 noon at the age of
91. According to family mem-
bers, Badr had been suffering
from dementia for a long
time, a condition that gradual-
ly eroded his memory and left
him unable to recognise even
close acquaintances. His
health had been deteriorating
steadily in recent months, and
despite medical care, his con-
dition worsened until his de-
mise.

The funeral arrangements

formed later on Thursday
only.

His passing marks the end
of an era in Urdu poetry, as
Badr was celebrated for his
evocative verses, like Ujale
apni yaadon ke hamare saath
rahne do/Na jaane kis gali
mein zindagi ki shaam ho
jaaye, or Kai sitaron ko main
jaanta hoon bachapan se/Ka-
hin bhi jaaun mere saath saath
chalte hai, or Sar jhukaoge to
patthar devtaa ho jaayega/Itna
mat chaaho use wo bewafa ho
jaayegaa, Khuda ham ko aisi
khudaai na de/Ki apne siva
kuch dikhai na de, Kuch to
majbooriyan rahi hongi/Yun
koi bewafa nahi hota, and
many more, that captured the
complexities of love, longing,
and human emotion with un-
matched simplicity and depth.

His literary journey was not

rose to prominence in the
post-Independence period,
becoming one of the most
widely read and quoted poets
in contemporary Urdu litera-
ture. His ghazals, often laced
with poignant reflections on
life and relationships, earned
him admiration across India
and beyond. He was known
for bridging the gap between

classical traditions and

With modern sensibilities,

g making Urdu poet-

~ - thep as'smg Of ry accessible to a
- Dr. Bashir Badr, a broader audience.
writers alike. . His couplets,
A familiar fig- glorlous chapter Of the frequently shared
ure in modern Urdughazal in everyday con-
'mushairas’' comes to an end versations and on

across India, he

was much ad-

mired for the art with

which he not only recited his
sparkling couplets, but fre-

social platforms, re-

main etched in public
memory. Despite his ill-
ness in later years, Badr’s
contributions continued to

has worked to ensure quashed the relief in a de- and crime scene manage- | are yet to be finalised, though  only prolific but also pro- quently elaborated on their  resonate, reminding admirers
peace, security, and jus- tailed 17-page order. ment, might have tampered | family sources indicated that  foundly inspiring, influencing  creation and his inspiration. of the enduring power of
tice in Sikkim. Vacation judge withthe crime scene. the last rites may be per- generations of readers and Born in 1935, Bashir Badr ~ words.
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BJP takes ‘century of
defeats’ swipe at
Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi
The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) on Thursday took
a swipe at Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi, say-
ing that the latter will
soon complete a “century
of defeats” in the next
election. The reaction fol-
lowed as several Con-
gress leaders, like Telan-
gana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy, have fre-
quently projected LoP
Gandhi as the leader who
can head the INDIA bloc.
However, other members
of the Opposition alli-
ance, including the Sa-
majwadi Party and the
Trinamool Congress, have
displayed reluctance to-
wards this. BJP chief
spokesperson Navnath
Ban said: “The leadership
of the INDIA Bloc should
be given to Rahul Gandhi
because, as you know, he
has lost 99 per cent of
the elections so far.

BJP names first-time
MLA Debroy as its
Tripura prez

Agartala
In a move that surprised
political circles in Tripura,
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) on Thursday ap-
pointed party MLA Ab-
hishek Debroy as the new
President
of the
BJP’s state
unit, re-
placing
Rajib
Bhat-
tacharjee,
who is also
a Rajya Sabha member.
JP National General Sec-
retary and party head-
quarters in-charge Arun
Singh, in a statement is-
sued from New Delhi, said
that BJP National Presi-
dent Nitin Nabin has ap-
pointed Abhishek Debroy
as the President of BJP
Tripura Pradesh. The ap-
pointment of a new state
BJP President in Tripura
had long been overdue,
with several names doing
the rounds in political cir-
cles over the past many
months for the crucial or-
ganisational post. The
44-year-old Debroy, a
first-time MLA, was elect-
ed from the Matarbari As-
sembly constituency in
Gomati district of south-
ern Tripura in the 2023
Assembly elections.

FRIDAY » MAY 29, 2026

=< CITYSHILIGHTS 7=

Infiltration plunged sharply after ™
change of govt in Bengal: Shah

He credited the new state administration for quickly handing over border land to the
BSF to accelerate fencing along the Bangladesh border to improve national security

GANDHINAGAR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said the
newly-formed BJP govern-
ment in West Bengal had
handed over 600 hectares of
land to the Border Security
Force (BSF) within just seven
days of coming to power to
accelerate fencing work along
the Bangladesh border.

He described the move as a
major step towards strength-
ening national security and
fulfilling promises made
during the election campaign.

Addressing a public gather-
ing at Sonipur village in Gu-
jarat’s Gandhinagar district,
Shah said the BJP govern-
ment had acted swiftly after
coming to power in West
Bengal. He stated that the par-
ty had assured voters during
the election campaign that
border fencing work would
begin immediately if the BJP
formed the government in the
state.

“We had promised during
the election campaign that if
governance was handed to us,
fencing work along the Ban-
gladesh border would begin

»

within a few days,” Shah said
while speaking at the inaugu-
ration and foundation stone
laying ceremony for develop-
ment projects worth Rs 340
crore.

The Union Home Minister
congratulated West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari for facilitating the
transfer of land to the Bor-
der Security Force in a short
period.

Shah also revealed that an
additional 121 hectares of
land in the strategically im-
portant Chicken Neck region
had been handed over to the
Central government for secu-

rity-related infrastructure de-
velopment.

Linking the development to
the BJP’s broader national se-
curity strategy, Shah claimed
that infiltration activities
along the Bangladesh border
had reduced significantly af-
ter the change in government
in West Bengal. He alleged
that infiltration was wide-
spread during the tenure of
the previous Trinamool Con-
gress government.

“Earlier, under Mamata’s
rule, infiltration took place
every day, but now infiltra-
tors are themselves starting
to return,” he stated during

his address.

The Home Minister also
used the occasion to underline
the BJP’s political expansion
across the country. Referring
to the recent Assembly elec-
tions in West Bengal, Shah
claimed that the BJP had de-
cisively defeated the Trina-
mool Congress government
and strengthened its political
presence in the eastern region.

“Today, the BJP governs
80% of the country’s geo-
graphical area. Most recently,
elections were held in Bengal,
where Didi’s government was
completely wiped out,” he
said.

Shah further remarked that
the BJP’s influence had ex-
panded across the entire Gan-
ga belt, stretching “from Ut-
tarakhand to Gangasagar.”

During his visit to Gandhi-
nagar, the Union Home Min-
ister participated in multiple
development programmes,
including the inauguration of
drinking water facilities, up-
graded Anganwadi centres
and village development proj-
ects in the Kalol and Gandhi-
nagar North Assembly con-
stituencies.
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Multlple Aédhaar'cards found inside
locked TMC office on Kolkata

KOLKATA

Multiple Aadhaar cards were
recovered from a Trinamool
Congress party office in Kol-
kata’s Tangra area on Thurs-
day, triggering questions
among local residents.

According to reports, the
office on East Kuliya Road
had remained locked since the
declaration of the Assembly
election results on May 4. A
section of locals broke open
the lock and entered the prem-
ises, where the Aadhaar cards
were found inside a cupboard.

The recovery of Aadhaar
cards drew a crowd outside
the Trinamool office, with
several residents expressing
surprise over how the docu-
ments ended up there. Some
said they already possessed
their original Aadhaar cards,
while others claimed they had
not received theirs despite
completing the process.

The police were soon in-
formed. An investigation into
the incident has already been
launched.

One local alleged that al-

though his daughter’s Aadhaar
card had been issued, it never
reached him, raising suspicion
that the cards were withheld
after delivery. There were also
unverified claims from some
residents that the documents
might have been misused.

Police have been informed,
and an investigation is under-
way into the matter. There has
been no official reaction from
the Trinamool Congress so
far.

The party office falls under
the Beliaghata Assembly con-
stituency. Local sources said it
was earlier used by Trinamool
leader Jiban Kumar Saha, but
has seen little activity since
the elections, with few party
members visiting the premis-
es. Questions have also been
raised about why such a large
number of Aadhaar cards were
kept inside a political party’s
office. Some residents
claimed the documents might
have been intended for creat-
ing fake voter identity cards,
though there has been no offi-
cial confirmation of these al-
legations so far.

Ex-min Natarajan joins TVK;
AIADMK cries horse trading

CHENNAI

In a fresh political setback for
the AIADMK, former Tamil
Nadu Tourism Minister and
senior party leader, Vella-
mandi Natarajan, joined the
ruling Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) in the pres-
ence of the party’s general
secretary N. Anand, intensi-
fying speculation over con-
tinuing realignments within
the Opposition camp.

A prominent leader from
Tiruchi, Natarajan had been as-
sociated with the ATADMK for
several decades and was con-
sidered a loyal grassroots or-
ganiser in central Tamil Nadu.

He was elected from the
Tiruchi East Assembly constit-
uency in 2016 and later served
as Tourism Minister in the
AIADMK government headed
by late Chief Minister J. Jay-
alalithaa. Following Jayalali-
thaa’s death in 2016, Natarajan
sided with former Chief Min-
ister O. Panneerselvam during
the intense power struggle
within the AIADMK. Howev-

A prominent leader
from Tiruchi, Natarajan
had been associated
with the AIADMK for
several decades

er, after Panneerselvam
aligned with the DMK ahead
of the 2026 Assembly election,
Natarajan returned to the
Edappadi K. Palaniswami-led
AIADMK fold.

Despite his return, the con-
tinuing internal crisis within
the party appears to have
pushed him towards the TVK.
According to party sources,
Natarajan met TVK general
secretary N. Anand late on
Wednesday night and enrolled
himself in the ruling party.

Speaking to reporters. after
joining the TVK, Natarajan
said the AIADMK had failed
to recover from repeated in-
ternal divisions and electoral
defeats after Jayalalithaa’s
demise.

“I have been in the party for
a long time. After Jayalali-
thaa’s death, the party split

and has since suffered contin-
uous defeats. I repeatedly
suggested that all leaders
should sit together and decide
the future course collectively,
but my views were not ac-
cepted. Even after the elec-
tion, the party split again. All
this is not good for the move-
ment,” he said.

Praising the TVK leader-
ship, he added that the party
had embraced the ideological
legacy of leaders such as Peri-
yar, C.N. Annadurai, M.G.
Ramachandran and Jayalali-
thaa, which influenced his de-
cision to join the ruling camp:.

Natarajan’s move comes at
a politically sensitive time,
with the AIADMK already
facing turbulence after four of
its MLAs recently resigned
and joined the TVK.

AIADMK MP Dhanpal has
demanded a detailed probe by
central agencies into the de-
fections, alleging large-scale
horse-trading and financial
inducements by the ruling
party to engineer defections in
Tamil Nadu politics.

‘Speed-up rollout of Jan Vishwas
reforms in legal metrology’

NEW DELHI

The Centre’s Department of
Consumer Affairs held a
meeting with the southern
states including Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana as
well as the Union Territory of
Puducherry, to review imple-
mentation of reforms intro-
duced under the Legal Me-
trology Act, 2009 through the,
according to an official state-
ment issued on Thursday.

The meeting focused on im-
plementation of the new regis-
tration-based framework, de-
criminalisation of minor pro-
cedural offences and introduc-
tion of ‘Improvement Notices’
and the expansion of Govern-
ment Approved Test Centres
(GATCs) and Digitisation of
Legal Metrology services. Be-
sides, it also took up the issue
of capacity building.

The Department reviewed
implementation of the newly
introduced “Improvement No-
tice” mechanism under the
Jan Vishwas reforms. Under
this provision, first-time pro-

cedural violations under spec-
ified sections of the Legal
Metrology Act would attract
an ‘Improvement Notice’ be-
fore any penal action is taken.

The reform aims to encour-
age voluntary compliance,
reduce litigation and improve
Ease of Doing Business while
protecting consumer interests.

During the discussions,
states were requested to en-
sure that the shift from “li-
censing” to “registration” re-
flects a genuine trust-based
and facilitative regulatory
system. It was emphasised
that registrations should be
granted automatically on sub-
mission of prescribed docu-
ments, without unnecessary
delays or prior inspections.

States were requested to ex-
pedite amendments to their
Enforcement Rules and
GATC Rules in line with the
amended Legal Metrology
framework. Participating
States informed that the re-
vised rules are in advanced
stages of drafting and approv-
al and are expected to be no-
tified shortly.

The Department further
urged States and UTs to notify
their GATC Rules at the ear-
liest and expand the scope of
instruments covered under the
GATC mechanism. This is ex-
pected to strengthen verifica-
tion infrastructure, improve
availability of verifiers and
enable faster service delivery
to industries, traders and con-
sumers.

During the meeting, it was
also clarified that the Legal
Metrology Act, 2009 does not
provide for inter-state verifica-
tion of weights and measures,
unlike the repealed Standards
of Weights and Measures Act,
1976. Accordingly, Govern-
ment Approved Test Centres
(GATCs) approved by the Di-
rector of Legal Metrology,
Government of India, can un-
dertake verification and re-ver-
ification only within the State
or UT for which approval has
been granted. The clarification
was issued to ensure uniform
implementation of the frame-
work and avoid operational
ambiguity regarding the juris-
diction of GATCs.

Anand Mohan lambasts JD(U) leadership

PATNA

Former Member of Parlia-
ment and influential Bihar
leader Anand Mohan has once
again openly expressed dis-
satisfaction with the leader-
ship of the Janata Dal United,
triggering fresh political spec-
ulation within the party.

His remarks came despite
the Bihar government re-
cently granting Deputy
Minister status to his son,

Chetan Anand.

Speaking to reporters in
Patna on Thursday, Anand
Mohan defended his earlier
controversial statements and
asserted that he stands firmly
by every remark he makes
publicly.

He accused certain sections
of the media of selectively
presenting his comments in a
distorted manner. “I speak
with deliberation and fore-
thought. 1 stand by every

KOLKATA

Kolkata witnessed a change in
arrangements for Eid al-Adha
(Bakrid) prayers on Thursday,
with namaz held at Brigade Pa-
rade Ground instead of the cus-
tomary Red Road venue, for
the first time in years.

After several years, the
prayers were not conducted on
Red Road, where they had tra-
ditionally been held twice a
year during Eid ul-Fitr and Eid
al-Adha -- under previous re-
gimes, including the Left Front
(1977-2011) and the Trinamool
Congress (2011-2026).

During the Trinamool Con-
gress's rule, then-Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee attended
the Red Road gatherings twice
a year. In ecarlier years, the use
of open roads for congregation-

statement I make,” Anand
Mohan stated while address-
ing questions regarding his
criticism of the party leader-
ship.

Responding to controversy
surrounding his recent re-
marks on “bribe-based poli-
tics,” he launched a sharp at-
tack on his critics. “I do not
deem it necessary to respond
to every barking dog,” he re-
marked, further intensifying
the political debate.

__MOVING WITH CHANGING TIMES |
Bakrid namaz moves from Red Road to Brlgade Parade Ground in Kolkata

4 ARRESTED IN MANIPUR HOSTAGE CASE

IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on
Thursday said four suspected
individuals believed to be in-
volved in the kidnapping of six
Naga civilians have been ar-
rested by security forces.

He assured that the state is
treating the matter with utmost
seriousness and that large-
scale search operations are un-
derway to rescue the abducted

civilians safely.

He told reporters at Makhan
Naga village in Kangpokpi
that police and other security
agencies have launched coor-
dinated operations in several
areas to trace the missing civil-
ians. He added that investiga-
tions are progressing rapidly to
identify and arrest all those
responsible for the incident
that took place on May 13.
“The investigations are under-
way to nab the culprits in-

volved in the unfortunate inci-
dent,” Singh said while assur-
ing the affected families that
the government shares their
concerns and emotions regard-
ing the hostage crisis.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed confidence that the
abducted civilians would be
traced soon and stated that se-
curity agencies are intensifying
combing and rescue operations
in sensitive areas. The kidnap-
ping incident has raised fresh

concerns in Manipur, which
has witnessed prolonged ethnic
tensions and displacement in
recent months.

During his visit, he also inter-
acted with internally displaced
persons currently taking shelter
at the Makhan Baptist Church in
Makhan Naga. The relief camp
houses Naga women and chil-
dren from Konsakhul village
who were reportedly taken
hostage earlier and later re-
leased by armed cadres.
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al prayers often led to traffic
disruptions in central Kolkata.

In fact, this time, nowhere in
Kolkata was the Bakrid Namaz
organised on open roads, which
often caused traffic jams during
the previous years.

Kolkata Police had extensive
security arrangements in place
across the city, including Bri-

gade Parade Ground and its
adjacent areas, to ensure law &
order was maintained on the
occasion.

Additional police personnel
had been deployed all over the
city, especially at places adja-
cent to mosques. Drones have
been used for aerial surveil-
lance.

In fact, after taking oath as
Chief Minister of West Bengal,
Suvendu Adhikari announced
that the new state government
will not allow any religious
gathering on the road, causing
inconvenience to the public at
large due to the traffic conges-
tion it creates.

The impact of this announce-

ment was felt in Kolkata on
Thursday, with the Bakrid
Namaz organised at Brigade
Parade Ground and not on the
Red Road, as was the earlier
practice.

Last year, the office of the
Eastern Command of the In-
dian Army, having the ad-
ministrative authority of the
Red Road, asked the Khilafat
Committee to arrange an al-
ternative place for Eid
Namaz due to security rea-
sons.

However, Mamata Baner-
jee then said that she would
try to convince the Eastern
Command authorities to give
permission, but her rule end-
ed after defeat in the polls, as
a result of which the Bakrid
Namaz was performed at the
Brigade Parade Ground.
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Inflation raises Eid
cemetery visit
expenses

Rawalpindi
Families in Rawalpindi are
struggling with rising
costs ahead of Eid as
prices of flowers, incense
sticks, rose water and
grave coverings used dur-
ing cemetery visits have
sharply increased. Flower
petals are being sold for
nearly Rs500 per kilo-
gram, while decorative
grave sheets cost around
Rs1,400. Grave cleaning
charges have also risen to
about Rs500. Residents
said inflation has made
traditional religious prac-
tices difficult to afford.
Citizens also criticised au-
thorities for poor mainte-
nance of graveyards, with
overgrown bushes and
weeds making several
burial grounds difficult to
access.

India assists
patient’s safereturn
from Saudi

Riyadh
The Indian Embassy in
Saudi Arabia helped
repatriate an Indian
national, Sufiyan
Ahmed, who suffered
a brain haemorrhage
and was undergoing
treatment at King Fa-
had Hospital in Al
Hassa. The embassy
arranged a stretcher
ticket and travel sup-
port for his medical
escort to ensure his
safe return to Mumbai
for further treatment.
In a post on X, the em-
bassy said it made
every possible effort
to assist the patient.
Officials confirmed
that Ahmed reached
Mumbai safely and
wished him a speedy
recovery. India also
said maritime opera-
tions remain normal
across ports.
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' Jaishankar explores co-op in
‘multipolar world order’

The External Affairs Minister discussed stronger India-European Union ties and both sides
exchanged views on practical collab.

LIMASSOL

wlindia's External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar joined
European foreign ministers at
the informal Gymnich meet-
ing in Limassol, Cyprus,
where leaders discussed
growing cooperation between
India and the European
Union.

In a post on X, Jaishankar
said the partnership between
India and Europe continues to
expand across many sectors.
He added that both sides ex-
changed views on practical
collaborations and common
interests in an emerging mul-
tipolar world order.

Jaishankar attended the
meeting at the invitation of
European Union High Repre-

sentative for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy Kaja
Kallas and Cyprus Foreign
Minister Constantinos Kom-
bos.

The Gymnich meeting was
co-chaired by Kombos and
Kallas. Ministers discussed
several international and re-
gional issues, including eco-
nomic cooperation, security
concerns and diplomatic coor-
dination among partner na-
tions.

During his visit, Jaishankar
also held separate meetings
with foreign ministers from
France, Poland, Romania, the
Netherlands, Slovakia and Es-
tonia. He met European Com-
mission Vice President Kaja
Kallas and reviewed In-
dia-European Union ties

along with the current situa-
tion in West Asia.

European Union Ambassa-
dor to India Herve Delphin
said the discussions reflected
the close relationship between
New Delhi and Brussels.

The Indian minister also met
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha and discussed
the ongoing Ukraine conflict
and bilateral cooperation.

He later held talks with Sau-
di Arabian Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud re-
garding developments in West
Asia and the Middle East. Jais-
hankar appreciated Saudi Ara-
bia's assessment of the chang-
ing regional situation and ex-
changed views on recent de-
velopments affecting the area.

India has been increasing
diplomatic engagement with

European countries in recent
years through trade, technolo-
gy, connectivity and strategic
partnerships. The participation
of Jaishankar in the Gymnich
meeting highlighted India's
growing importance in global
discussions involving Europe
and West Asia.

Officials believe regular di-
alogue between India and Eu-
ropean nations will strengthen
cooperation in areas such as
security, energy, maritime
trade and investment. The
meetings in Cyprus also pro-
vided an opportunity for lead-
ers to exchange views on cur-
rent international conflicts and
regional stability. Both sides
expressed interest in maintain-
ing stronger diplomatic coor-
dination in the coming years.

O ibcworldnews.com

Doval calls for

unified global

action against
terrorism

MOScow

National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval on Thursday said there
cannot be double standards in
the global fight against terror-
ism and urged countries to
take strong action against ter-
ror groups and their support-
ers.

Speaking at the 1st Interna-
tional Security Forum and the
XIV International Meeting of
High-Ranking Officials Re-
sponsible for Security Matters
in Moscow, Doval described
terrorism as one of the biggest
threats to international securi-
ty. He said every country has a
responsibility to fight terrorism
without selective approaches.
Referring to the April 22 terror
attack in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Pahalgam, Doval said
India has long suffered from
state-sponsored terrorism. He
stated that 26 innocent civil-
ians were killed in front of
their families after being tar-
geted based on religion.

India-Singapore hold Defence
Policy Dialogue, reaffirm
robust bilateral co-op

SINGAPORE

India and Singapore reaf-
firmed their strong defence
partnership during the 16th
Defence Policy Dialogue held
in Singapore on Thursday.
Defence Secretary Rajesh Ku-
mar Singh co-chaired the
meeting with Singapore’s Per-
manent Secretary (Defence)
Joseph Leong.

According to the Ministry
of Defence, both sides held
detailed discussions on de-
fence cooperation, security
collaboration and ways to fur-
ther strengthen strategic ties
between the two countries.
The ministry said the dialogue
reflected the growing and ro-
bust bilateral relationship in
defence and regional security

matters.

In a post on X, the Ministry
of Defence stated that the
meeting covered several im-
portant areas of cooperation
and explored new opportuni-
ties for expanding defence
engagements between India
and Singapore. Officials also
discussed regional security
architecture and strategic co-
ordination in emerging do-
mains.

During the visit, Rajesh
Kumar Singh toured the Dig-
ital Operations Technology
Centre of the Digital and In-
telligence Service of the Sin-
gapore Armed Forces. The
ministry said the visit provid-
ed valuable insights into Sin-
gapore’s advanced digital and
technical military capabilities.

Aus Defence Minister to visit
India for key defence talks

CANBERRA

Australian Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Defence Minister
Richard Marles will visit India
for the second Australia-India
Defence Ministers' Dialogue
with Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh.

The Australian Defence
Ministry said the meeting re-
flects the growing defence
partnership and shared com-
mitment between both coun-
tries to improve cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific region.

Before arriving in India,
Marles will attend the 23rd
Shangri-La Dialogue in Singa-
pore. Organised by the Interna-

tional Institute for Strategic
Studies, the annual event is
considered one of the most im-
portant defence and security
forums in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Leaders and defence of-
ficials from several countries
gather there to discuss global
security challenges and possi-
ble responses.

During the Singapore meet-
ing, Marles is expected to
speak on maritime security is-
sues during a plenary session
focused on Asia's maritime
challenges. He will also hold
discussions with regional and
international defence leaders
on strategic and security mat-
ters affecting the Indo-Pacific.

India-Australia aim to
strengthen defence ties,
improve regional
security, enhance
military coordination, and
promote peace and
stability across Indo-
Pacific.

Marles said Australia re-
mains committed to strength-
ening diplomatic and defence
ties with partner nations, espe-
cially India. He described India
as one of Australia's top secu-
rity partners and said he looked
forward to meeting Rajnath
Singh again after the strong
progress achieved during

Singh's visit to Australia last
year.

The first Australia-India De-
fence Ministers' Dialogue was
held in Australia in October
2025. According to the Austra-
lian Defence Ministry, the
meeting highlighted major
progress in bilateral defence
relations since both countries
elevated ties to a Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership in
2020.

India and Australia aim to
strengthen defence ties, im-
prove regional security, en-
hance military coordination,
and promote peace and stabili-
ty across the Indo-Pacific
through continued cooperation.

Pak tax policies hurt business growth

SINDH

Pakistan’s current tax policies
are putting heavy pressure on
the Fast-Moving Consumer
Goods (FMCG) sector, espe-
cially the food industry, ac-
cording to Hyderabad SITE
Association of Trade and In-
dustry Chairman Zubair

Ghangra. He said the Federal
Board of Revenue’s withhold-
ing and advance tax system
has become a major challenge
for industrial growth and
business survival.

Speaking about the issue,
Ghangra said the taxation
structure has created serious
operational difficulties across

the supply chain. Manufactur-
ers, wholesalers and distribu-
tors are facing increasing fi-
nancial pressure, while a
large section of the retail
market continues to operate
outside the documented econ-
omy.

According to Ghangra,
thousands of unregistered re-

tailers are functioning with-
out proper accountability,
forcing registered businesses
to bear most of the tax bur-
den. He said this-imbalance
has increased operational
costs for organised compa-
nies that are already strug-
gling with inflation and de-
clining consumer demand.

I, SHASHIKUMARH S S/oH R
SIDDAPPA R/o
Suragondanakoppa,
Chinnikatte,
Davangere, Karnataka-
577225, have changed the
name of my minor son
YASHAS RAJ K S aged 10
years and he shall hereafter be
known as ARYAKS.

PUBLIC NOTICE
/| WARNING

It is hereby informed to the
general public that my client
Sri. A.S.SUDHEENDRA, M/S
SUMAYA PROPERTIES
MYSURU, had issued a
Blank Cheques bearing No’s.
461977,461978 and 461979
drawn on Vijaya Bank, BOB CA, in

Honnali,

favour of Smt. Annapoorna
Srikanth, w/o S Srikanth Gupta
(AADHAAR NO: 3546 6737

1736) which was duly issued in
connection with a transaction
which is completed and the said
cheques has not been returned.

It has come to my
client's knowledge that there are
misleading statements/ claims
suggesting misuse of the said
cheque. | hereby clarify that the said
cheque was issued only towards a
genuine transaction which
has already been completed, and
therefore there is no question of
misuse.

Any  person dealing or
relying upon any contrary claims
shall be doing so at their own risk
and responsibility. The issuer of
the cheque shall not be liable for
any loss or consequence arising
there from.

This public  warning is
issued to prevent any misuse,
misrepresentation or confusion in
respect of the above-mentioned
cheque.

1, MANJUNATH KARANTH, Passport Vide No.
ZA530549 aged about 51 years, S/o. Late
K Ramakrishna Karanth, residing at No.1/2,
Lalitha Nivas, 8th Main Road, CHBCS

Layout, Near ha Temple, Vi
Bangalore North, Bangalore- 560040
hereby declare that
MANJUNATH KARANTH and MANJUNATHA
both the names belong to one and the same
person i.e., myself only. And continue my
name in future as MANJUNATH KARANTH
vide affidavit dated: 27.05.2026 before
advocate & notary B.C. Mahesha, Bengaluru.

It is for general information that |,
STEVE ZAKARIAH MONSON S/o
MOANUNGSANG ZAKARIAH, R/o
78 Ground Floor, 6th Main, Near
Shanimahatma Temple, Nagapura
Mahalakshmipuram,
Mahalakshmipuram Layout,
Bangalore North, Bengaluru,
Karnataka-560086, declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as ZAKARIAH in my
CBSE class 10th Educational
Documents. The actual name of my
father is MOANUNGSANG
ZAKARIAH, which may be amended
accordingly.

N. Korearejects Quad call for
nuke disarmament

SEOUL

North Korea on Thursday re-
jected the Quad nations’ call
for complete denuclearisation
and declared it would never
abandon its nuclear weapons
programme.

The response came after
foreign ministers of India,
Australia, Japan and the Unit-
ed States reaffirmed their
commitment to North Korea’s
denuclearisation during the
Quad Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in New Delhi earlier
this week.

According to South Korean
news agency Yonhap, North
Korea’s foreign ministry crit-

icised the Quad statement and
accused the grouping of inter-
fering in its internal affairs.
Pyongyang described the
Quad as a political and diplo-
matic tool supporting Ameri-
can dominance in global af-
fairs.

A spokesperson for North
Korea’s foreign ministry said
there would “never, ever” be
denuclearisation of the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of
Korea. The ministry also re-
jected what it called the “hos-
tile stance” of the US-led
Quad and urged the group to
stop actions that could dam-
age regional peace and stabil-

1ty.

I, UDAYAKUMARI D/o
MUNIRAJU, R/o 23,
Harananda Royal Palace,
Bannerghatta Road,
Near Pattalamma
Temple, Kalkere,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
560083, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
ANJALI.

DHAKA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
extended warm Eid-ul-Azha
greetings to Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman and
the people of Bangladesh, re-
affirming India’s commitment
to stronger bilateral relations
and people-focused coopera-
tion.

In a message shared through
Bangladesh state-run news
agency BSS, Modi said Eid-ul-
Azha is an important part of
India’s rich cultural heritage
and is celebrated with happi-
ness by millions of Muslims

across the country. He said the
festival represents the values
of sacrifice, compassion and
brotherhood, which are im-
portant for building a peaceful
and inclusive society.

Iran terms US strikes as 'gross
violation’ of truce

TEHRAN

Iran on Thursday accused the
United States of violating a
ceasefire agreement and car-
rying out attacks on Iranian
territory and commercial
shipping routes.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei
described the alleged Ameri-
can actions as a serious
breach of international law
and the United Nations Char-
ter, according to reports.

Baghaei said the reported
attacks included strikes near

Bandar Abbas and aerial opera-
tions in southern Iran during
recent days. He stated that such
actions violated Iran’s territorial
integrity and national sovereign-
ty. He also called on the United
Nations Security Council to
hold the United States account-
able for the alleged aggression.

The spokesperson further ac-
cused Washington of violating
the ceasefire on April 19
through attacks on commercial
shipping in the Persian Gulf and
nearby international waters. He
said Iran would continue to de-
fend its sovereignty under Arti-

cle 51 of the United Nations
Charter.

Iranian media also reported
that Baghaei criticised recent
statements by American offi-
cials and expressed support for
Oman after former US President
Donald Trump allegedly warned
the country against interfering
in Strait of Hormuz negotia-
tions.According to Iran’s Tas-
nim News Agency, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
launched strikes on an Ameri-
can base after alleged US at-
tacks near Bandar Abbas Air-
port.

Israel activates massive underground wartime hospital Facility

HAIFA

Rambam Health Care Cam-
pus, northern Israel’s largest
medical centre, has activated
its fortified underground
emergency hospital designed
to function during wartime
conditions.

The underground complex,
built after the 2006 Isra-
el-Lebanon war, can accom-
modate nearly 2,000 to 2,200

Modi extends Eid g‘reetmgs to B'desh PM

Modi also highlighted the
close ties between India and
Bangladesh. He said both
neighbouring countries share a
relationship built on common
history, cultural connections

patients and operate inde-
pendently during emergen-
cies.

According to hospital of-
ficials, the facility normally
functions as a parking struc-
ture but can be converted
into a fully operational hos-
pital within 72 hours. The
underground hospital is de-
signed to continue function-
ing even during chemical or
biological attacks.

Nursing Director Ravit
Idelman said the facility
was created after the diffi-
culties faced during the
2006 conflict, when patients
and staff had to work under
constant threat. She ex-
plained that the under-
ground structure contains
three floors and is also used
by five other hospitals in
the region during emergen-
cies.

and shared sacrifices. He add-
ed that India is committed to
working closely with Bangla-
desh in different sectors for the
benefit of people in both na-
tions.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed hope that the shared
development goals of India
and Bangladesh would contin-
ue to support peace, growth
and prosperity in the region.
He also wished good health
and happiness to Tarique Rah-
man and continued peace and
progress for the people of Ban-
gladesh.

Eid-ul-Azha, also known as

Bakra Eid, is one of the most
important festivals in Islam. It
is observed on the 10th day of
Dhu al-Hijjah, the final month
of the Islamic lunar calendar,
and marks the completion of
the annual Hajj pilgrimage in
Mecca.

The festival commemorates
Prophet Abraham’s willing-
ness to make a sacrifice in obe-
dience to God. Muslims across
the world celebrate the occa-
sion through prayers, charity,
family gatherings and acts of
kindness, while also promoting
forgiveness, unity and social
harmony among communities.
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TRAI extends deadline
for V2X consultation
comments

New Delhi
The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
has extended the dead-
line for submitting com-
ments on its vehi-
cle-to-everything (V2X)
consultation paper to
June 4, 2026, while coun-
ter-comments can be
filed until June 18. The
consultation paper was
issued on April 30, and
the extension follows re-
quests from stakeholders
seeking additional time.
V2X technology enables
communication between
vehicles, infrastructure,
pedestrians, and net-
works to improve road
safety and traffic efficien-
cy. India recorded a 25 per
cent rise in connected car
sales in 2024, according
to Counterpoint Research,
highlighting growing de-
mand for smart mobility
and connected vehicle
technologies.

UK may resist Sunil
Mittal’s bid to raise BT
stake

New Delhi
The UK government is
likely to oppose any move
by Bharti Enterprises
Chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal to increase his
stake in British telecom
giant BT, according to a
Financial Times report.
The opposition is report-
edly linked to concerns
over maintaining sover-
eign control of critical na-
tional infrastructure.
Bharti currently owns a
24.95 per cent stake in BT.
Recent reports suggested
the company was consid-
ering raising its holding to
just below the level that
would trigger a mandato-
ry takeover offer. Howev-
er, Bharti earlier clarified it
was satisfied with its cur-
rent stake and had no im-
mediate plans to increase
ownership further.

Akasa Air flight makes
emergency landingin
Lucknow

New Delhi
An Akasa Air flight
from Bengaluru to
Bhubaneswar made
an emergency landing
at Lucknow Interna-
tional Airport after be-
ing diverted due to ad-
verse weather condi-
tions at its destina-
tion. Flight OP 1503,
operated by a Boeing
737 MAX 8, was carry-
ing 194 passengers
and crew members.
Reports said the air-
craft issued a “PAN
PAN” alert after fuel
levels became low
during diversion,
prompting Air Traffic
Control to activate
emergency proce-
dures. Crash fire ten-
ders were deployed as
a precaution. The air-
craft landed safely,
and no assistance was
required. Akasa Air lat-
er confirmed the flight
safely reached Bhu-
baneswar shortly after
midnight.

BUSINESS

'India, Korea deepen CEPA
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talksondigital trade

India, South Korea forrn CEPA sub-groups focusing on digital trade, supply
chains, investment cooperation and balanced bilateral economic growth.

NEW DELHI

India and South Korea have
agreed to establish dedicated
sub-groups to intensify dis-
cussions on digital trade, sup-
ply chain cooperation and
strategic industrial collabora-
tion as part of ongoing nego-
tiations to upgrade the In-
dia-Korea Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (IK CEPA).

The decision was an-
nounced following the latest
round of CEPA upgrade talks
held in New Delhi on Thurs-
day. According to an official
statement from the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry,
the discussions were conduct-
ed in a “constructive and co-
operative spirit”, reflecting
the growing bilateral partner-
ship between the two coun-
tries.

The negotiations follow the
Joint Declaration signed on
April 20 by Union Commerce

and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and South Korean
Trade Minister Yeo Han-koo
during the state visit of the
President of the Republic of
Korea to India.

Both countries reviewed the
progress achieved so far in
the CEPA upgrade process
and reaffirmed their commit-
ment to concluding the nego-
tiations within a time-bound
framework.

The Ministry stated that the
discussions aligned with the

“Futuristic Partnership” vi-
sion shared by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and South
Korean President Lee Jae-
myung, aimed at strengthen-
ing long-term economic and
strategic cooperation between
the two nations.

During the latest round of
talks, negotiators discussed a
wide range of areas including
trade in goods, trade in ser-
vices, investment, rules of
origin and origin procedures,
as well as sanitary and phy-

tosanitary standards.

The two sides also acknowl-
edged concerns regarding the
widening bilateral trade deficit
since the original IK CEPA
came into effect in 2010. Offi-
cials agreed to address the issue
as part of the broader review
and modernization of the agree-
ment.

The proposed sub-groups are
expected to focus specifically
on emerging areas such as dig-
ital commerce, resilient supply
chains and industrial coopera-
tion in strategic sectors. These
discussions are aimed at ensur-
ing that the upgraded agree-
ment reflects current global
trade realities and supports fu-
ture economic growth.

India and South Korea ex-
pressed confidence that the up-
graded CEPA would help cre-
ate a more balanced and mutu-
ally beneficial trade relation-
ship while expanding opportu-
nities for businesses and inves-
tors in both countries.

India tops global consumer confidence index at 66.6, driven by strong
finances and investment optimism despite employment concerns rising.

INDIA LEADS GLOBAL CONSUMER
CONFIDENCE INDEX

NEW DELHI

India has retained its position
as the world’s most confident
consumer market in May
2026, according to the latest
LSEG-Ipsos Primary Con-
sumer Sentiment Index
(PCSI). The country recorded
a score of 66.6, marking a
marginal increase of 0.4 per-
centage points from the previ-
ous month.

The report noted that India
was the only country among
surveyed markets to cross the
60-point threshold, reinforc-
ing its lead in global consum-
er sentiment despite ongoing
geopolitical and economic
uncertainties.

Malaysia and Indonesia fol-
lowed India with identical
scores of 56.7, while Sweden
registered 55.4. Brazil and
Mexico recorded moderate
sentiment levels at 52.3 and
51 respectively. At the lower
end of the index, France stood

at 39.3, Japan at 37.8, and
Turkey remained the weakest
performer at 35.6.

India’s overall improve-
ment was driven mainly by
stronger confidence in per-
sonal finances and investment
outlook. The sub-index for
personal financial conditions
rose by 1.2 percentage points,
while the investment senti-
ment index increased by 1.7
points during the month.

However, not all indicators
moved positively. The em-
ployment sub-index fell by
1.5 percentage points, reflect-
ing growing concerns over
job security amid global un-
certainty and technology-driv-
en disruption. The economic
expectations index remained
largely stable, edging up only
slightly by 0.1 percentage
points.

Experts noted that consum-
er sentiment remained resil-
ient despite external pressures
such as rising crude oil prices,

fluctuations in the rupee and
geopolitical tensions linked to
the Strait of Hormuz and
broader West Asia develop-
ments.

Suresh Ramalingam, CEO
of Ipsos India, said house-
holds continued to show opti-
mism about personal finances
and investment prospects
even as employment concerns
increased due to artificial in-
telligence-led disruption and
corporate cost-cutting trends.

He added that recent fuel
price increases could add infla-
tionary pressure on household
budgets in the coming months,
though government measures
have helped cushion some of
the impact.The monthly PCSI
survey tracks sentiment across
four key areas—personal fi-
nances, economic expecta-
tions, employment and invest-
ment outlook—and is widely
used as an indicator of con-
sumer demand and broader
economic momentum.

Australia sues 3M over

PFAS contamination case
SYDNEY

Australia has filed a landmark
lawsuit against U.S. chemical
company 3M, seeking over
$1.4 billion in damages for
widespread contamination
linked to PFAS “forever
chemicals.” The government
alleges that 3M supplied
PFAS-based firefighting foam
used at 28 Defence sites and
failed to fully disclose envi-
ronmental risks. Authorities
say cleanup costs have al-
ready exceeded A$1 billion,
including soil remediation
and. water. treatment

O ibcworldnews.com

Engineering exports
grow despite West
Asia dlsruptlons

NEW DELHI

India’s engineering goods ex-
ports continued their upward
trajectory in April 2026, ris-
ing nearly 9 per cent year-on-
year despite disruptions
caused by ongoing geopoliti-
cal tensions in West Asia, ac-
cording to industry data re-
leased by EEPC India.

Exports of engineering
goods stood at $10.35 billion
in April 2026, compared with
$9.52 billion in the same
month last year, marking a
growth of 8.78 per cent. The
performance highlights resil-
ience in India’s export sector
amid global uncertainty and
supply chain challenges.

Growth was driven by
strong performance across
multiple product categories.
Aluminium and related prod-
ucts recorded a sharp 38 per
cent rise, while copper and
related products surged an im-
pressive 80 per cent. Electric
machinery and equipment ex-
ports increased 9.5 per cent,
and two- and three-wheeler
shipments grew 36 per cent.
Auto components also saw a
steady rise of 7.2 per cent.

Out of 34 engineering prod-
uct categories, 28 registered
positive year-on-year growth,
indicating broad-based im-
provement across the sector.

EEPC India Chairman Pan-
kaj Chadha noted that export
momentum remained strong
across most markets despite
geopolitical headwinds, par-
ticularly in West Asia and
North Africa (WANA), where
conflict-related disruptions
impacted trade flows.

He said shipments to the
WANA region remained un-
der pressure, although exports
to Oman showed improve-
ment, supported in part by the
India-Oman trade agreement.

Indla s engmeermg
exports rise 8.78% to
$10.35 billion, driven by
metals, machinery
growth despite West Asia
conflict and weak ASEAN
demand overall.

However, exports to countries
such as the UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia and Singapore declined
during the month.

Chadha also pointed to
strong growth in exports to
China, which surged 81.7 per
cent year-on-year to $301.08
million. Meanwhile, ship-
ments to North America and
the European Union rose 7.1
per cent and 13 per cent re-
spectively.

He emphasised the need to
address non-tariff barriers and
market access challenges to
fully leverage India’s growing
network of free trade agree-
ments. He also warned
against rising global protec-
tionism, urging coordinated
efforts between government,
industry and diplomatic mis-
sions to support exporters.

Engineering goods accounted
for 23.8 per cent of India’s total
merchandise exports in April
2026, slightly lower than the
previous year, but still reflect-
ing their strong contribution to
the country’s trade perfor-
mance.

Opverall, the data suggests that
India’s engineering export sec-
tor remains resilient and diver-
sified, even as regional conflicts
and global trade uncertainties
continue to pose challenges.

Al skill demand jumps across India’s CDMO sector

NEW DELHI

India’s contract development
and manufacturing organiza-
tion (CDMO) sector is wit-
nessing a major transforma-
tion in hiring patterns, with
demand for artificial intelli-
gence (Al)-related skills ris-
ing sharply over the past two
years, according to a new re-
port released on Thursday.
The report by HR solutions
provider CIEL HR revealed
that Al-linked skill demand in
the sector surged by 178% be-

tween 2023 and 2025. During
the same period, overall hiring
in the sector increased by 52 per
cent, highlighting rapid expan-
sion and growing technological
integration across pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing and research
operations.

According to the findings,
Al-related demand accounted
for 17.2 per cent of hiring re-
quirements in 2025, compared
to just 6.2 per cent two years
ago. Technology and digital
functions recorded the highest
Al demand at nearly 38 per

cent.

The report noted that Al adop-
tion is no longer limited to con-
ventional technology roles.
Companies are increasingly
seeking Al-enabled talent in crit-
ical functions such as research
and development (R&D), quali-
ty control, analytics and manu-
facturing operations.

Hiring trends indicate that the
sector is moving away from la-
bor- intensive expansion toward
capability-driven growth fo-
cused on automation, efficiency
and precision.

Google engineer accused of insider trading scheme

NEW DELHI

US authorities have charged a
Google software engineer
with allegedly earning $1.2
million through insider trad-
ing using confidential compa-
ny information on a predic-
tion market platform. The
case was announced by the
US Department of Justice
(DOJ).

The accused, Michele
Spagnuolo, a 36-year-old Ital-
ian citizen living in Switzer-
land, faces charges of com-
modities fraud, wire fraud and
money laundering linked to
trades placed on Poly market.
Prosecutors claim he operated
under the online alias “Alpha
Raccoon”.

According to investigators,
Spagnuolo used his role at
Google to gain access to con-
fidential internal data and
software tools. Authorities
allege that he then used
non-public company informa-
tion to place profitable bets
on prediction markets tied to
Google-related events.

The DOJ stated that be-
tween October 15 and De-
cember 4, 2025, the account
allegedly placed trades worth
around $2.75 million based
on confidential information.
Once the information became
public and the markets set-
tled, the trades reportedly
generated nearly $1.2 million
in profits.

Prosecutors said Spagnuolo

SUGAR SECTOR SUSTAINABILITY

had acknowledged Google’s
confidentiality and ethics pol-
icies as part of his employ-
ment responsibilities. They
argue that he knowingly mis-
used privileged access for
personal financial gain.

US Attorney Jay Clayton
said the charges demonstrate
that insider trading laws apply
to emerging digital prediction
markets as well as traditional
financial markets. He stressed
that corporate insiders cannot
exploit confidential business
information for personal prof-
1t.

The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) also accused
Spagnuolo of abusing his
privileged access to confiden-
tial company data. He ap-

peared before a US magistrate
judge in Manhattan after the
complaint was unsealed.

If convicted, Spagnuolo
could face up to 10 years in
prison for commodities fraud
and as much as 20 years each
for wire fraud and money
laundering. Final sentencing,
however, would be deter-
mined by the court.

Govt pushes circular economy in sugar sector reform

NEW DELHI

The government is promoting
a circular economy model to
strengthen India’s cooperative
sugar sector, aiming to im-
prove profitability, reduce
waste and increase value ad-
dition through by-product uti-
lization, according to a recent
report.

The initiative focuses on
making sugar mills more sus-
tainable by integrating circu-
lar economy principles, where
agricultural and industrial
waste is converted into useful
resources such as ethanol,

(¥ 2)
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bio-energy and other co-prod-
ucts. The approach is expect-
ed to reduce dependency on
traditional sugar production
and enhance revenue streams
for cooperative sugar mills.
Officials and industry ex-

perts note that India’s sugar
sector has long faced structur-
al challenges, including price
volatility, surplus production
cycles and rising input costs.
By adopting circular economy
practices, the sector aims to
stabilize income for farmers
and improve financial health
of cooperative mills.

A key element of the policy
is the increased emphasis on
ethanol production from sug-
arcane by-products, which
aligns with India’s broader
energy transition goals. The
government has been encour-
aging mills to diversify into

ethanol blending, co-genera-
tion of power and other re-
newable energy outputs.

The cooperative sugar sec-
tor plays a crucial role in rural
economies, particularly in
states such as Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, where mil-
lions of farmers depend on
sugarcane cultivation.
Strengthening these coopera-
tives through modernization
and value-added production is
seen as essential for rural de-
velopment.

The report highlights that
the circular economy model
also supports environmental

sustainability by reducing
waste and promoting efficient
resource utilization. Molasses,
bagasse and press mud—tra-
ditionally treated as waste—
are increasingly being used in
energy generation, fertilizers
and industrial applications.

Experts believe that scaling
up this model will require
strong policy support, im-
proved infrastructure and bet-
ter access to finance for coop-
erative mills. Investment in
technology and logistics is
also considered critical for
achieving long-term sustain-
ability.

India corporate bond
market hits $645 billion

NEW DELHI

India’s corporate bond market
has expanded significantly,
reaching $645 billion in 2025,
according to a new report by
Care Edge Ratings. The
steady growth reflects deeper
corporate borrowing needs,
even as the market continues
to lag global peers in size and
diversity.

The report noted that the
market has nearly doubled
from $360 billion in 2016 to
its current level. However, de-
spite this expansion, India’s
corporate debt-to-GDP ratio
has remained largely un-
changed at around 1617 per
cent, indicating limited struc-
tural deepening.

Care Edge highlighted that
India still trails countries such
as China, Malaysia and South
Korea in corporate bond mar-
ket penetration, underscoring
substantial room for future
growth. The report said
strengthening debt capital
markets will be essential to
support India’s long-term eco-
nomic ambitions.

India’s corporate bond issu-
ances have grown at a com-
pound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of about 11.4 per
cent, taking outstanding cor-
porate bonds to nearly I59
lakh crore. However, market
participation remains concen-
trated, with the banking, fi-
nancial services and insurance
(BFSI) sector accounting for

over 60 per cent of issuances.

The report also pointed out
that high-rated securities dom-
inate the market, with AAA
and AA-rated instruments
making up more than 85 per
cent of total outstanding
bonds. This limits access for
lower-rated companies and re-
stricts broader market develop-
ment.

Mehul Pandya, Managing
Director and Group CEO of
Care Edge, said India’s ambi-
tion of becoming a $30 trillion
economy by 2047 would re-
quire a more developed debt
ecosystem capable of financ-
ing long-term growth.

He suggested widening in-
vestor participation by easing
investment norms for retire-
ment funds and insurance
companies, improving foreign
investor access, and enhancing
awareness among domestic
investors.

The report also recommend-
ed steps to improve secondary
market liquidity, including the
development of bond mar-
ket-making mechanisms, de-
rivatives and exchange-traded
bond funds. It further called
for rationalizing taxation and
encouraging broader participa-
tion to deepen the market.

Overall, the findings indi-
cate that while India’s corpo-
rate bond market is growing
steadily, structural reforms will
be crucial to unlock its full po-
tential and support large-scale
economic expansion.




FRIDAY » MAY 29, 2026

%< CITYSHILIGHTS »xx<

INFORMATION

O ibcworldnews.com

DECREASING LIFE EXPECTANCY:
Why Are We Living Shorter Lives?

or most of recorded human history, the story of medicine and public health was one of relentless progress; a
F steady, hopeful march toward longer, healthier lives. Life expectancy in the early 20th century hovered around 40
to 50 years in much of the world. By the late 1900s, it had climbed dramatically, surpassing 75 in many developed
nations. Scientists, physicians, and policymakers celebrated each milestone as proof that humanity was winning the
war against disease and early death. But something has shifted. In the 21st century, that upward arc has begun to flatten
and in some nations, it has reversed entirely. The question is no longer just how to extend life, but how to understand

why, in some of the wealthiest countries on earth, people are dying younger.

The Opioid Crisis: DEATHS OF DESPAIR

o single factor has done
more to erode life expec-
tancy in the United States than
the opioid epidemic. Begin-
ning in the late 1990s, pharma-
ceutical companies aggressive-
ly marketed opioid painkillers,
assuring physicians and pa-
tients that addiction risk was
low. The consequences were

I catastrophic. Overdose

e

hile overdoses grab

headlines, chronic
non-communicable diseas-
es are the quiet machinery
grinding down life expec-
tancy across the globe.
Heart disease, type 2 diabe-
tes, obesity, hypertension,
and certain cancers are the
leading killers in virtually
every high-income country
and they are all deeply tied
to modern lifestyle and en-
vironment.

The obesity epidemic is
particularly stark. In 1975,
roughly 3 to 4 percent of
adults globally were obese.
Today that figure exceeds
13 percent, with rates in
some countries the United
States, Mexico, the United
Kingdom significantly
higher. Obesity is not a cos-
metic issue; it is a metabol-
ic crisis that dramatically
elevates the risk of heart
disease, stroke, sleep ap-
nea, osteoarthritis, and at
least 13 different cancers.
Carrying excess weight
shaves years off life expec-

THENUMBERS DON'TLIE

he statistics are sober-

ing. In the United
States, life expectancy peak-
ed at 78.8 years in 2014 and
began declining well before
the COVID-19 pandemic
arrived. The pandemic ac-
celerated that fall dramati-
cally by 2021, average life
expectancy in the U.S. had
dropped to 76.1 years, a lev-
el not seen since 1996.

deaths from opioids including
prescription painkillers, heroin,
and synthetic opioids like fen-
tanyl have claimed over
500,000 American lives since
1999. But the opioid crisis is
not merely a drug problem. So-
ciologists Anne Case and An-
gus Deaton coined the phrase
"deaths of despair" to describe
a broader pattern of mortality

among middle-aged white
Americans without college de-
grees a group experiencing
rising rates of suicide, alco-
hol-related liver disease, and
drug overdose simultaneously.
These are deaths driven not by
infection or biology alone, but
by the erosion of economic se-
curity, social belonging, and a
sense of purpose.

Chronic Disease:
- The Silent Epidemic

tancy in a measurable, doc-
umented way.

The food environment
has changed faster than our

biology can adapt. Ul-
% tra-processed foods

engineered to override
satiety signals and
maximize consumption
now make up a majority of
calories in many Western
diets. These products are
cheap, ubiquitous, and ag-
gressively marketed. They
are also, according to a
growing body of research,
associated with increased
risk of depression, cogni-
tive decline, inflammatory
disease, and ecarly death.
We have built a world
where eating healthily re-
quires both financial re-
sources and constant, ex-
hausting vigilance.

Physical inactivity com-
pounds the problem. Desk-
bound work, car-dependent
cities, screens that capture
hours of our daily attention
the modern lifestyle has
made movement increas-
ingly optional.

Adults today are on aver-
age far less physically ac-
tive than their grandparents
were, not from laziness but
from structural shifts in
how work and leisure are
organized.

Canthe Trend Be Reversed?

10

9

While some of that loss has
been partially recovered, the
United States still lags be-
hind dozens of other
wealthy nations. A child
born in Japan, Australia, or
Switzerland today can ex-
pect to live nearly five years
longer than one born in
America.

The United Kingdom has
seen similar trends. British
life expectancy improve-
ments, which had been con-
sistent for over a century,
stalled after 2010 and in
some demographic groups
have reversed. In parts of
Eastern Europe, particularly
in countries like Hungary,
Lithuania, and Bulgaria, life
expectancy for men remains
troublingly low sometimes
below 70 years. Even in
Nordic countries, known

globally for their healthcare
systems and quality of life,
researchers have flagged
warning signs of plateauing
gains.

What makes these trends
especially alarming is their
selectivity. Life expectancy
is not declining equally for
everyone.

The burden falls hardest
on the poor, on racial mi-
norities, on rural popula-
tions, and on those with lim-
ited education.

In the United States, a
40-year-old man in the bot-
tom income quartile can ex-
pect to live roughly 15 few-
er years than a man of the
same age in the top quartile.
The gap between the richest
and the poorest is not a
health gap it is a survival

gap.

ental illness kills.

It does so direct-
ly, through suicide
which claims roughly
700,000 lives globally
each year and indirect-
ly, by worsening phys-
ical health outcomes,
discouraging
help-seeking, and
shortening the lives of
those who suffer in si-
lence.

Depression and anx-
iety have risen dramat-
ically in recent de-
cades, particularly
among younger gener-
ations. Rates of adoles-
cent depression and
self-harm have surged
in the United States
and United Kingdom
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since approximately
2012 a timing that re-
searchers have linked,
controversially but
compellingly, to the
rise of smartphone use
and social media.
Whether or not social
media is the primary
cause, the fact of rising
youth mental illness
has serious implications
for future life expectan-
. ¢y trends. The psy-
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even more dangerous
than depression in
terms of sheer mortality
risk. Former U.S. Sur-
geon General Dr. Vivek
Murthy declared loneli-
ness a public health ep-
idemic in 2023, citing
evidence that social
isolation increases the
risk of premature death
by as much as 26 per-
cent — an effect com-
parable to smoking 15
cigarettes a day. Mod-
ern societies have be-
come structurally lone-
ly: families dispersed
across geographies,
neighbors who never
meet, work relation-
ships that are transac-
tional rather than con-
nective, religious and
civic institutions that
have declined in partic-
ipation. Humans are
profoundly social ani-
mals, and the erosion of
genuine community is
killing people.

Healthcare Systems
Under Strain

Even the best medicine
cannot save a popula-
tion from itself but
healthcare systems still
matter enormously, and
many are struggling.
The United States, de-
spite spending more per
capita on healthcare
than any other nation on
earth, delivers mediocre
outcomes by interna-
tional comparison.
Americans die younger
and experience more
preventable illness than
citizens of countries that
spend far less. The rea-

sons are complex: frag-
mented insurance sys-
tems that leave millions
uninsured or underin-
sured, a culture of reac-
tive treatment rather
than preventive care,
pharmaceutical pricing
structures that price
life-saving drugs out of
reach, and social deter-
minants of health that
no doctor can prescribe
away.

In lower and mid-
dle-income countries,
under-resourced health-
care systems face a dif-
ferent but equally press-
ing challenge: the dou-

ble burden of disease.
Infectious diseases that
wealthier nations have
largely controlled tuber-
culosis, malaria, HIV;
continue to exact enor-
mous tolls while chron-
ic disease rates simulta-
neously rise. Healthcare
systems designed to
fight one enemy find
themselves over-

whelmed by two.

Climate Change: An Emerging Mortality Driver

The relationship between climate change and life expectancy is
just beginning to be fully understood and the early findings are
grim. Extreme heat events, which are becoming more frequent
and severe, kill directly through heatstroke and cardiovascular
collapse, and kill indirectly by worsening air quality, spreading

disease vectors, contaminating water supplies, and undermining

food security.Researchers estimate that by mid-century, heat-re-
lated mortality could claim hundreds of thousands of additional
lives annually in heat-vulnerable regions. Air pollution driven
in part by fossil fuel combustion already kills approximately 7
million people per year globally. Wildfire smoke, which affects
increasingly large populations, carries fine particulate matter
associated with lung disease, heart disease, and premature birth.
The environmental conditions that sustain human health are
being degraded at a pace that public health systems are not yet

equipped to handle.

The declining life expectancy in parts of the de-

The decline in life expectancy is not inevitable. It is the
product of specific, identifiable forces social, economic,
environmental, and political and forces that human be-
ings created can be changed. But change requires honesty
about the scale and nature of the problem.

Progress will require addressing the structural conditions
that drive poor health: poverty, inequality, food deserts,
housing insecurity, lack of access to quality education

and meaningful work. It will require healthcare systems
that prioritize prevention as seriously as they do treat-
ment. It will require serious, sustained attention to the
mental health crisis and the epidemic of loneliness. It will
require drug policy reform, environmental regulation, and
investment in the social infrastructure the parks, libraries,
community centers, and civic institutions that bind com-
munities together.

Above all, reversing the decline in life expectancy will
require recognizing that health is not merely a biological
phenomenon. It is a reflection of the society we have built.
A nation that allows its citizens to live in poverty, breathe
polluted air, eat food designed to make them sick, and die
alone is not simply facing a health crisis. It is facing a crisis
of values.

veloped world is one of the most important and
underreported stories of our time. It challenges the
assumption that progress in human wellbeing is
automatic or irreversible. It exposes the fault lines
of inequality that run through even the wealthiest
societies. And it raises an urgent, uncomfortable
question: what kind of world are we building, and
who gets to survive it?

The answer will be written not in hospital wards
alone, but in the policy choices, social structures,
and collective commitments of the years ahead. The
science of living longer has never been more ad-
vanced. What remains to be seen is whether the will
to act on that science is strong enough to overcome
the forces pulling in the opposite direction.

Declining Life Expectancy Signals Deepening Global Health, Social, & Environmental Crisis

B Opioid addiction crisis sharply reduced life ex-
pectancy across the United States.

W Healthcare systems struggle balancing preven-
tive care with growing chronic disease burdens.

B Drug overdoses and suicides increased deaths
among struggling middle-aged populations.

B High healthcare spending failed improving out-
comes in several developed countries consistently.

B Economic insecurity weakened communities
and intensified widespread mental health prob-
lems globally.

B Developing nations face infectious diseases
alongside rapidly increasing chronic illnesses
simultaneously.

B Chronic diseases became leading causes of
premature deaths in developed nations.

B Antibiotic resistance threatens reversing decades
of medical and healthcare progress worldwide.

B Obesity rates increased rapidly due to un-

healthy processed food consumption worldwide.

B Climate change increased deaths through ex-
treme heat and worsening air pollution.

B Sedentary lifestyles contributed significantly
to diabetes, hypertension, and cardiovascular
diseases globally.

B Wildfire smoke and polluted air damaged lungs
and cardiovascular health globally.

B Ultra-processed foods increased risks of de-
pression, cancer, and early mortality rates.

B COVID-19 pandemic disrupted healthcare ser-
vices and reduced routine disease screenings
worldwide

B Mental health disorders now affect millions,
especially vulnerable younger generations
worldwide.

B Long COVID created lasting health complica-
tions affecting millions of survivors
internationally.

B Rising loneliness created severe public health
risks comparable to heavy smoking.

W Poverty, inequality, and poor living conditions
continue reducing average life expectancy.

B Social isolation weakened emotional wellbeing
and increased premature death risks signifi-
cantly.

B Reversing declining longevity requires stronger
healthcare, communities, and environmental
protection policies.

The Pandemic's
Long Shadow

COVID-19 has left its
mark on life expectancy in
ways that extend beyond
the death toll of the acute
phase. Long COVID a syn-
drome affecting millions of
survivors with persistent
fatigue, cognitive impair-
ment, cardiovascular dam-
age, and immune dysregu-
lation represents a new
chronic disease burden that
societies are only begin-
ning to grapple with. Its
long-term effects on mor-
tality and quality of life
remain uncertain, but the
scale of affected individu-
als is enormous.

The pandemic also dis-
rupted routine healthcare in
ways that will ripple for-
ward for years. Cancer
screenings were delayed;
chronic disease manage-
ment was interrupted; men-
tal health deteriorated;
childhood vaccination rates
dropped. The health conse-
quences of these disrup-
tions are not yet fully mea-
surable, but they will be.
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4% Indian Shuttlers Advance Strongly

H

f@ 'Into Singapore Open Quarterfinals

Open

Bhopal Leopards
reveal squad
ahead of MPL
T20 Scindia Cup
2026

SCINDIA CUP
BHOPAL

Defending champions Bhopal
Leopards have announced
their squad for the Madhya
Pradesh League (MPL) T20
Scindia Cup. The side fea-
tures exciting talents like An-
iket Verma and Arshad Khan.
Leopards will start the cam-
paign against Indore Pink
Panthers on June 4 in the eve-
ning match at Holkar Stadi-
um. The new season of the
Madhya Pradesh League
(MPL) T20 Scindia Cup is all
set to begin on June 3, with
Gwalior Cheetahs taking on
Ujjain Falcons in the opening
match of the men’s tourna-
ment. The match will be
played at the Holkar Stadium
in Indore.

dominant victories and
resilient comebacks to
| secure four quarterfinal
berths at Singapore

SINGAPORE

India’s challenge at
\the Singapore <
Open gath-
. ered im-
\ pressive
momentum

>

Y/
on Thurs- '
day as sev- “ eral
leading shuttlers pro -

duced commanding displays

- to progress into the quarterfi-

|ndian nals across multiple cate-

. gories. Strong perfor-
badminton mances from wom-

|. d l d en’s singles star Py
players adelivere Sindhu and men’s

singles contender
Lakshya Sen,
along with deter-
mined victories in
doubles events,
highlighted an en-
couraging day for
Indian badminton.
Sindhu once again
emerged as the standout
performer after cruising past

Japan’s Riko Gunji in straight
games. The two-time Olym-
pic medallist dominated the

"~ contest from the beginning

) and sealed a comprehensive
21-9, 21-12 victory in just
37 minutes. Sindhu dis-

played sharp movement, con-

y trolled the rallies efﬁ01ently,

and never allowed her oppo-
nent to settle into the match.
Her latest victory followed an
equally impressive triumph
earlier in the tournament over
Indonesian fifth seed Putri
Kusuma Wardani.

The Indian star now faces a
massive challenge in the quar-
terfinals against reigning
Olympic champion and world
number one An Se-young.
Sindhu has not yet defeated
the Korean shuttler in their
previous eight meetings, mak-
ing the upcoming clash one of
the tournament’s most antici-
pated encounters.

In men’s singles, Lakshya
Sen advanced under unusual
circumstances after Thai-
land’s Kunlavut Vitidsarn re-
tired almost immediately after
the match began. Only two
points were played before the
Thai player withdrew, allow-
ing Lakshya to move into the

NORWAY CHESS PARODY

last eight with minimal exer-
tion. The Indian will next face
Japan’s Koki Watanabe for a
place in the semi-finals.

India’s top men’s doubles
combination of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
survived a stern challenge
from Chinese Taipei’s Lee
Jhe-huei and Yang Po-hsuan.
The Indian pair claimed the
opening game comfortably
before losing momentum in
the second. However, they re-
gained control in the decider
to register a hard-fought 21-
15, 11-21, 21-18 victory and
extend their unbeaten record
against the Taiwanese duo to
7-0.

In mixed doubles, Tanisha
Crasto and Dhruv Kapila
staged a remarkable come-
back after losing the opening
game heavily against Japan’s
Maya Taguchi and Yuta Wata-
nabe. The Indian pair recov-
ered brilliantly to win 8-21,
21-17, 21-16 and secure a
memorable quarterfinal berth.
Meanwhile, HS Prannoy suf-
fered disappointment after
losing a tough three-game en-
counter against Singapore’s
former world champion Loh
Kean Yew.

Praggnanandhaa Stuns Magnus
Carlsen In Norway Chess Thriller

.........................................

Indian chess sensation Pragg-
nanandhaa Rameshbabu pro-
duced one of the biggest vic-
tories of his career after de-
feating world number one
Magnus Carlsen in classical
chess during the third round
of the prestigious Norway
Chess 2026 tournament.

The thrilling contest wit-
nessed dramatic swings be-
fore Praggnanandhaa finally
emerged victorious against
the five-time world champion.
The Indian grandmaster grad-
ually built pressure through-
out the game and appeared to
hold a clear advantage for
long periods. However, the
momentum shifted during se-
vere time trouble when
Carlsen managed to turn the
position in his favour.

Despite recovering bril-
liantly, the Norwegian star
later committed a decisive
error under pressure. Realis-
ing the position had become
impossible to save, Carlsen
resigned immediately, hand-
ing Praggnanandhaa a mem-
orable triumph in one of the
tournament’s most signifi-

cant results so far.

Meanwhile, reigning
world champion Gukesh
Dommaraju battled tourna-
ment leader Alireza Firouzja
in another highly competi-
tive encounter. The classical
game ended in a hard-fought
draw after both players nav-
igated a tense struggle filled
with tactical complexities.
Firouzja later secured victo-
ry in the Armageddon tie-
break game to earn addition-
al points and maintain his
impressive lead at the top of
the standings.

The third classical game of
the round between Vincent
Keymer and Wesley So also

Ukrainian tennis player Yuliia Starodubtseva produced a sensational
comeback victory against Elena Rybakina at Roland-Garros

Starodubtseva Stuns Rybakina
In Dramatic French Open Upset

PARIS

Ukrainian tennis star Yuliia
Starodubtseva delivered the
biggest upset of the 2026
French Open after defeating
second seed Elena Rybakina
in a dramatic three-set wom-
en’s singles clash on Court
Suzanne-Lenglen.

The world number 55
fought back brilliantly to reg-
ister the biggest victory of her
career, overcoming Rybakina
3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10-4) after an
intense battle lasting two
hours and 28 minutes. Staro-
dubtseva had never defeated a
top-10 opponent in six previ-
ous attempts, making the vic-
tory even more remarkable.

Rybakina began the match
strongly and quickly asserted
control with aggressive base-
line tennis. The Kazakh play-
er secured an early break to
move ahead 3-0 before ex-
tending her advantage to 5-1.
Although Starodubtseva at-
tempted a brief fightback, Ry-
bakina comfortably served
out the opening set 6-3 and
appeared firmly in command.

However, the momentum
shifted completely in the sec-

ond set as the Ukrainian
raised her level significantly.
Starodubtseva broke Rybaki-
na twice and stormed to a
commanding 5-0 lead before
sealing the set 6-1 with fear-
less shot-making and im-
proved consistency from the
baseline.

The deciding set produced
high drama as Starodubtseva
continued her aggressive ap-
proach and secured two early
breaks to establish a 3-0 ad-
vantage. Just when the match
seemed to be slipping away,
Rybakina rediscovered her
rhythm and fought back im-
pressively, recovering both
breaks to level the set at 4-4.

With tension mounting, the
contest moved into a decisive
tiebreak where Starodubtseva
once again demonstrated re-
markable composure. The
Ukrainian raced to a 6-2 lead
and maintained control to
close out a memorable 10-4
tiebreak victory.

Speaking after the match,
Starodubtseva admitted the
result was difficult to describe
and expressed pride in defeat-
ing one of the world’s leading
players. She praised Rybaki-
na’s quality and acknowl-
edged that she always expect-
ed a strong comeback from
the former Wimbledon cham-
pion.

Statistics highlighted the
struggles faced by Rybakina
throughout the match. The
Kazakh player committed 71
unforced errors while produc-
ing only 23 winners. In com-
parison, Starodubtseva fin-
ished with 36 unforced errors
and 13 winners, relying heav-
ily on consistency and resil-
ience to secure the stunning
upset. Starodubtseva will now
face either Hailey Baptiste or
Wang Xiyu in the third round
at Roland-Garros.

concluded in a draw follow-
ing a balanced and cautious
battle. Wesley So subsequent-
ly won the Armageddon con-
test to collect the extra points
available under the tourna-
ment’s unique scoring system.

Following three rounds,
Firouzja continues to lead the
overall standings after another
successful outing in the com-
petition.

The women’s section of
Norway Chess also produced
another day of closely fought
encounters, with all three
classical games ending in
draws ‘before Armageddon
tiebreaks determined the final
outcomes.

Sports Min
Mandaviya to
chair review

meeting
NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports Mansukh
Mandaviya will undertake a
three-day visit to Shillong
from May 29 to 31 to partici-
pate in a series of pro-
grammes focused on youth
engagement, sports infrastruc-
ture development and imple-
mentation of centrally spon-
sored schemes in Meghalaya.
During the visit, Mandaviya
will attend the Chintan Shivir
organised by the Department
of Youth Affairs in Shillong.
Meghalaya Sports and Youth
Affairs Minister Shakliar
Warjri and senior government
officials are also expected to
participate in the delibera-
tions. A major highlight of the
tour will be the inauguration
of the Integrated Multipur-
pose Indoor Sports Complex
in Shillong on May 30 along-
side Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K. Sangma.
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Indian Officials Earn Prestigious
Women’s T20 World Cup Roles

LONDON

Indian cricket officials
achieved a significant mile-
stone after Janani N, Vrinda
Rathi and Gayathri Venugo-
palan were named in the um-
piring panel for the 2026 ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup.
Veteran official GS Lakshmi
was also selected as one of
the four match referees for the
prestigious tournament, which
begins on June 12 in Birming-
ham.

The tournament will once
again feature an entirely fe-
male panel of match officials,
continuing a notable initiative
introduced in previous edi-
tions. A total of 14 umpires
and four match referees will
supervise 33 matches during
the 12-team global competi-
tion. The upcoming event rep-
resents the third consecutive
Women’s T20 World Cup to
be conducted exclusively by
women officials, highlighting
the growing representation
and influence of women in
international cricket adminis-
tration and officiating.

Among the selected um-
pires, Gayathri Venugopalan
will make her ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup debut along-
side Candace La Borde, Ker-
rin Klaaste and Shathira Jakir
Jesy. The International Crick-
et Council praised the devel-
opment of female match offi-
cials across world cricket and
acknowledged the consistent-

Three Indian umpires
and one referee
secured important
appointments for the
upcoming ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup

ly high standards displayed by
officials in recent bilateral
series and ICC events.
Several experienced offi-
cials from previous tourna-
ments have also retained their
positions for the 2026 edition.
Australia’s Claire Polosak is
set to officiate in her sixth
Women’s T20 World Cup and
has already stood in 22 match-
es, the highest by any umpire
in the tournament’s history.
Jacquline Williams and Kim
Cotton are also set to achieve
the milestone of participating
in five editions of the compe-
tition, having each officiated
in 19 matches previously.
Alongside Lakshmi, experi-

enced referees Shandré Fritz
and Michell Pereira return to
the panel, while New Zea-
land’s Trudy Anderson joins
the officiating group for the
upcoming tournament.

ICC Chief Executive Offi-
cer Sanjog Gupta stated that
the panel reflected the gov-
erning body’s commitment to
broader representation in ev-
ery aspect of cricket. He add-
ed that the selected officials
had demonstrated exceptional
standards during recent inter-
national tournaments and
would contribute significantly
to what is expected to become
one of the largest women’s
sporting events globally.

The appointments also un-
derline India’s growing influ-
ence in cricket officiating,
with multiple Indian officials
earning recognition at the
highest international level
through consistent perfor-
mances and professional ex-
cellence.

WFI challenges Delhi HC relief to
Vinesh Phogat in Supreme Court

NEW DELHI

The Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) has moved the
Supreme Court challenging
the Delhi High Court’s order
permitting wrestler Vinesh
Phogat to participate in the
Asian Games 2026 selection
trials.

As per details available on
the apex court’s official web-
site, the Special Leave Peti-
tion (SLP) filed by the WFI is
scheduled to come up for
hearing before a bench of Jus-
tices P.S. Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe.

The SLP chal-
lenges the
judgment
delivered
b y th e 4
Delhi A
High =
Court
allowing

Phogat, a three-time Olympi-
an, to participate in the selec-
tion trials for the Asian
Games 2026 despite not ful-
filling the eligibility criteria
under the WFI’s policy.

In its order passed last
week, the Delhi High Court
had held that motherhood
cannot be treated as a disabil-
ity or a ground for exclusion
from professional opportuni-
ties, and directed the WFI to
permit Phogat to compete in
the trials scheduled for May
30 and 31.

A Division Bench of Chief
Justice Devendra Kumar Up-
adhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia had observed that the
selection policy failed to ac-
count for Phogat’s materni-
ty-related sabbatical and
post-partum recovery, which
coincided with the qualifying
tournaments prescribed under
the eligibility criteria.
Motherhood
must be
viewed
as a

natural and deeply significant
aspect of life that deserves ac-
commodation and institution-
al sensitivity, the Delhi High
Court had said, while finding
a prima facie case in favour of
the wrestler.

It had also directed that the
selection trials be video-re-
corded and conducted under
the supervision of indepen-
dent observers nominated by
the Sports Authority of India
and the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation.

It had further clarified that
Phogat’s participation would
remain subject to the outcome
of the pending writ petition
before the single-judge Bench
examining the validity of the
WFEFT’s selection policy, circu-
lar, and show-cause notice.

The Delhi High Court had
also taken strong exception to
the language used in the
WEFI’s show-cause notice,
terming certain remarks
against Phogat as deplorable
and indicative of a vindictive
approach. Meanwhile, a cave-
at has been filed on behalf of
Phogat through advocate
Aman Varma, seeking to en-
sure that no ex parte order is
passed without hearing her
side in the matter.

Excited to test ourselves against world’s
best, says Paklstan sklpper Sana

LAHORE

Pakistan captain Fatima Sana
said her team is looking for-
ward to testing itself against
the world’s best players in the
upcoming ICC Women’s T20
World Cup in England, set to
take place from June 12 to
July 5. Pakistan is in Group 1
of the tournament alongside
India, South Africa, Bangla-
desh, Australia, and the Neth-
erlands.

The Fatima Sana-led side
will also take part in two
warm-up fixtures against Sri
Lanka and Scotland. It is an
exciting time for the Pakistan
women’s cricket team, and the
ICC Women's T20 World Cup
in England is another chance
for us to showcase our skills
on the global stage. The best
thing about major tourna-
ments is being able to test
yourself against the best play-
ers and teams in the world
while carrying your country’s
badge on your chest. World
Cups bring pressure, emotion,
and memories together.

Those are the moments that
every cricketer dreams of be-

Mgs 0

ing part of, and I’m looking
forward to taking to the field
with my teammates. It was an
honour to lead the team at the
2024 ICC Women's T20
World Cup, and I’'m thrilled
to once again be able to cap-
tain the side at this tourna-
ment, Sana wrote in her col-
umn for the ICC on Thursday.

Highlighting the balance in
the squad, with Pakistan hav-
ing both talented youngsters
and experienced players, Sana
said, What is great about this
team is the balance between
young girls and experienced
players. We have match win-
ners in different departments
and players who can step up

in pressure situations.

We have players like
Muneeba Ali, Sadia (Igbal),
and Nashra (Sandhu) who
have consistently performed
and have valuable experience
of playing in major tourna-
ments, she added.

On preparations for the
mega event, with Pakistan
beating Zimbabwe at home
and then set to take part in a
tri-series featuring Ireland and
West Indies in Dublin, Sana,
who hit the fastest half-centu-
ry in women's T20I cricket in
just 15 balls. said, Preparation
has been very productive so
far. The players understand
the responsibility of repre-
senting Pakistan at a major
tournament, so the focus and
intensity in training have been
really good.

As well as skills, we have
also worked a lot on mindset,
which is very important in big
games. We have grown a lot
in terms of confidence, clari-
ty, and game awareness. The
team now understands better
how to manage key moments
in matches and how to re-
spond under pressure.




Suriya’s Vishwanath And Sons
Release Date Officially Announced Worldwide

ithara Entertainments
S has officially announced

the release date of actor
Suriya’s upcoming film Vish-
wanath & Sons along with a
set of stylish new posters that
quickly grabbed attention on
social media. The production
house confirmed that the
movie will hit theatres world-
wide on August 14, 2026, cre-
ating excitement among fans
across different regions.

The makers shared the up-
date with a special message
dedicated to Suriya’s loyal
Anbaana fans. Soon after the
announcement, the posters
began trending online as fans
widely shared the visuals and
praised the film’s impressive
presentation. The newly re-

leased posters show Suriya
standing on a rainy street in
London. Famous landmarks
including Big Ben and the
city’s traditional red bus can
be seen in the background,
giving the film an internation-
al and cinematic appearance.
The dark and stylish visuals
have increased curiosity about
the movie’s story and overall
theme.

Another major highlight is
that the film’s title has been
presented in English, Tamil,
and Telugu scripts. This has
hinted at the makers’ plans for
a large multilingual release
across India and overseas
markets.

Directed by Venky Atluri,
the film also features

Mamitha Baiju, Radikaa, and
Raveena Tandon in important
roles. Music for the film has
been composed by GV
Prakash Kumar, whose col-
laboration with Suriya has
already generated strong in-
terest among cinema lovers.

Although the storyline re-
mains secret, the posters
suggest that Vishwanath
& Sons could be an
emotional drama set
against an international
backdrop.

With Suriya leading
the cast and Sithara En-
tertainments producing
the project, expectations
are already very high for
one of 2026’s major pan-In-
dian releases.

Keanu Reeves Requests Leniency For

Director Carl Rinsch Betore Sentencing | |

ollywood actor Keanu

Reeves has appealed to a
federal judge to show leniency
toward filmmaker Carl Rinsch
ahead of his sentencing in a
major Netflix fraud case con-
nected to the unfinished sci-fi
series White Horse. Rinsch,
who directed Reeves in the
2013 film 47 Ronin, was con-
victed after prosecutors ac-
cused him of misusing funds
provided by Netflix for the
series project.

According to reports, a
Manhattan federal jury found
Rinsch guilty of defrauding
Netflix of nearly 11 million
US dollars. His sentencing

hearing is scheduled to take
place on June 29. Ahead of the
hearing, Reeves submitted a
letter to US District Judge Jed
Rakoff requesting mercy for
the filmmaker.

In his letter, Reeves de-
scribed Rinsch as both a friend
and a creative artist. The actor
clarified that he was not speak-
ing as a therapist or psycholo-
gist but as an artistic colleague
who had personally worked
with the director. Reeves
praised Rinsch’s creativity and
called White Horse a visionary
project despite remaining un-
finished. The actor also men-
tioned that Rinsch had brought

creative inspiration, warmth,
and positivity to people around
him over the years. Reeves’
support letter was reportedly
included in the official sen-
tencing documents submitted
by the director’s legal team.
Prosecutors alleged that
Rinsch used Netflix funds meant
for production expenses on per-
sonal luxury spending, including
expensive purchases and life-
style costs. However, the film-
maker denied wrongdoing
during the trial and argued that
Netflix abandoned the project
because of rising production ex-
penses and problems caused
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Naga Chaitanya’s

Vrushakarma May Release Later

Than Expected Date

for his upcoming mystical adventure thriller

Vrushakarma, directed by Karthik Dandu. While
fans were expecting the movie to arrive in theatres soon,
the latest reports suggest that the film’s release could be
delayed until December 2026.

According to reports, the makers are now considering a
December release window for the film. However, the pro-
duction team has not yet officially confirmed the new release
date, leaving fans waiting for a formal announcement.

Reports indicate that the post-production work is
taking longer than expected because the movie
heavily depends on visual effects and fanta-
sy-based sequences. The makers reportedly
want additional time to complete the VFX
work carefully and deliver a grand cinematic
experience to audiences.

Naga Chaitanya had spoken about the
film’s large scale and technical demands.
The actor said that Vrushakarma involves
extensive VFX work as the team aims to
create a visually rich theatrical experi-
ence. He also mentioned that nearly 90
percent of the film had been completed,
but the remaining portions and techni- ‘
cal work were still pending.

At that time, the actor revealed that
the team was planning for an August
or October 2026 release. However,
the latest reports now hint that the
film may arrive a few months lat-
er than originally expected.

Earlier this month, the makers
completed an important shoot-
ing schedule in Rajasthan and
shared behind-the-scenes pic-
tures from the sets.

The photos showed the cast
and crew filming key scenes
and interacting during
breaks.

The movie also stars
Laapataa Ladies ac-
tor Sparsh Shrivas- //
tava as the main
villain, while Ja-
yaram and Satya
play important
roles. The music
for the film has
been composed
by Ajaneesh Lok-
nath for the high-
ly anticipated
project.

Telugu actor Naga Chaitanya is currently busy shooting

Jean Dujardin’s Zorro Series Brings
Action, Romance & Comedy Together

Hz Choice has officially

released the trailer for
its upcoming action series
Zorro, presenting a stylish
and modern version of the
legendary masked hero. The
new eight-episode series stars
Oscar-winning French actor
Jean Dujardin as Don Diego
de la Vega and promises a
mix of action, romance, hu-
mor, and emotional drama.
The English-subtitled series is
scheduled to premiere in the
United States on June 30,
2026.

Set in Los Angeles
during the year 1821, the
story follows Diego after
the death of his father.
Diego unexpectedly be-
comes the city’s mayor

and soon discovers that

Los Angeles is struggling
with corruption, financial
problems, and political unrest.
Realising that political power
alone cannot fight injustice,
Diego secretly brings back his
forgotten identity as Zorro af-
ter nearly 20 years.

As the masked vigilante be-
gins helping ordinary citizens,
Zorro quickly becomes popu-
lar among the people. At the
same time, Diego faces grow-
ing pressure while trying to
balance his responsibilities as
mayor with his dangerous se-
cret life.

The series also features Au-
drey Dana, André Dussollier,
Eric Elmosnino, and Salva-
tore Ficarra in important
roles. Ficarra appears as Ber-
nardo, Zorro’s trusted com-

Kara Gains Fresh
Praise After
tflix Streaming
Release Success

hanush’s crime thriller

Kara, directed by Vi-
gnesh Raja, is receiving re-
newed appreciation from au-
diences following its release
on Netflix. The film, which
originally arrived in theatres
on April 30, started stream-
ing on the OTT platform on
May 28 and has now become
a major topic of discussion
across social media plat-
forms.

During its theatrical run,
Kara received mixed reac-
tions from viewers and crit-
ics. Many audiences had de-
scribed the film as emotion-
ally heavy with a slow-mov-
ing screenplay. Due to those
reactions, several movie lov-
ers skipped watching the film
in cinemas.

However, after the OTT
release, many viewers who
finally watched the movie
have now shared positive
opinions online. Several fans
admitted that they regretted
missing the film in theatres
because of negative reviews
circulating on social media
earlier.

J

panion. Apart from thrilling
sword fights and action
scenes, the show also focuses
strongly on romance and
comedy.

M
Rashmika Mandanna Stuns Fans At

B Global Anime Awards Ceremony Event

ctress Rashmika Mandanna recently impressed fans with her
glamorous appearance at the Global Anime Awards 2026.
The actress shared several stylish pictures and behind-the-scenes
moments from the international event through her social media
\ accounts, attracting praise from fans across the world.

Rashmika posted a series of photographs on Instagram where

l ceremony.

team members,

she was seen wearing a beautiful black gown featuring
colourful shimmering floral embroidery on one
side. The elegant floral design became the main
attraction of her outfit and added a royal touch to
her appearance at the award ceremony.
To complete her stylish look, the actress wore
a statement necklace decorated with multico-
loured gemstones that perfectly matched her
dress. Her elegant fashion choice quickly gained
attention online, with many fans appreciating
her graceful appearance at the global event.
The actress also shared a special picture while
presenting an award alongside Tobagonian ac-
tor Winston Duke, who is widely known for his
performances in Marvel’s Black Panther films
and The Fall Guy. Their stage appearance to-
gether became one of the highlights from the

Apart from official event photographs, Rash-
ika also posted several behind-the-scenes
limpses from the trip. The pictures showed
e actress during interviews, preparing for the
event, and enjoying fun moments with her

Rashrmka had earlier made history by be-
f the ﬁrst dian actresses to pres-

024. She returned
the 10th edition of the

Khushbu’s Emotional Speech Touches Hearts At Double Occupancy Event

Veteran actress Khushbu became
emotional during the audio launch
event of the upcoming film Double Oc-
cupancy, a project creatively produced by
her daughter Ananthitha Sundar. The
touching speech delivered by the ac-
tress left many people emotional

/ at the event, including Anan-
thitha herself, who was seen
- wiping tears from her eyes on

~ stage.

-
>
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}/ / Actress Abhirami has spoken

' openly about the changing
space for women in Tamil cinema
while promoting her latest action
film Blast, which released in theatres
on May 28. Known for her memora-
ble performances in films like Viru-
maandi and Mabharaja, the actress is
now surprising audiences with a ma-
jor physical transformation and in-
tense action performance in the new

movie.

Abhirami described her transfor-
mation journey as physically difficult
but emotionally satisfying. She said
the hard work became worthwhile
because she was focused on the final
result. The actress also shared that
looking at her transformation pictures

Directed by Ashwin Kan-
dasamy, Double Occupan-
cy stars Santhosh in the
lead role along with
Reshma, VTV Ga-
nesh, and Samyuktha

in important charac-
ters. However, the au-

dio launch became

actor Santhosh.

friends.

more memorable because of Khushbu’s
heartfelt words about her daughter and

Speaking at the event, Khushbu re-
vealed that Santhosh has been like a son
to their family for many years. She
shared that both Santhosh and Ananthitha
had known each other since childhood
and were once always fighting like ene-
mies before eventually becoming best

Khushbu also recalled the time when
Ananthitha went to London for higher
studies. The actress said the family ini-
tially believed her daughter would not
stay there for long because she was ex-
tremely attached to Santhosh. However,
Ananthitha stayed focused on her educa-
tion while continuing to discuss cinema
and stories with him regularly.

now motivates her personally. Fans
have already appreciated her dedica-
tion after her new look from the film
started trending online.

Speaking about women’s roles in
cinema, Abhirami said she feels for-
tunate to continue receiving meaning-
ful characters even after spending
decades in the industry. According to
her, Tamil cinema has slowly started
moving away from old stereotypes
connected to actresses after a certain
age. She explained that female actors
were earlier placed into limited cate-
gories, but audiences and filmmakers
are now thinking differently.

The actress also revealed that her
fitness journey began after she suf-
fered a back injury before the shoot-

The actress further shared that after
returning from London, Ananthitha

strongly expressed her wish to produce a

film with Santhosh as the lead actor.
Khushbu emotionally stated that her
daughter becomes worried even if San-
thosh falls slightly sick and jokingly add-
ed that they might have been twins in
their previous birth.

Khushbu also said Santhosh had al-

ways dreamed of becoming an actor and

confidently predicted that he would be-
come a major star in the future.

The emotional moment quickly gained
attention online, with many social media
users appreciating the close bond shared
by the family.

Fans are now eagerly waiting to see
how Double Occupancy shapes up on the
big screen soon.

ABHIRAMI SAYS TAMIL CINEMA IS
»/  FINALLY BREAKING OLD STEREOTYPES

pline.

ing of Blast. She said the injury
pushed her to focus more seriously
on health and fitness. Abhirami cred-
ited her nutritionist, physiotherapist,
and trainer for helping her recover
both physically and mentally.

Since Blast revolves around a mar-
tial arts family, the action scenes re-
quired strict preparation and disci-
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