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NSG training to sharpen police
response to terror threats

CM launched an NSG-led training programme to strengthen

Karnataka police preparedness for emergencies and terrorism.
BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Friday
inaugurated a comprehensive capacity-building training
programme for Karnataka State Police personnel, con-
ducted by the National Security Guard (NSQG), at the
Field Marshal Manekshaw Parade Ground in Bengal-
uru.

The programme is aimed at enhancing the operation-
al preparedness, response capabilities and coordination
of police personnel during emergencies, untoward in- g e =
cidents and possible terrorist attacks. g Th oy

Home Minister Priyank Kharge, MLA and BDA : i 4
Chairman NA Haris, NSG Director General Bhrigu A | : 3
Srinivasan, Director General and Inspector General of : ) = X -;w’-«;‘); .f%
Police M A Saleem, Additional Director General of o T '
Police M Chandrashekhar and Operations IGP Vikash ‘ ‘ “The training will strengthen the preparedness and re-
Kumar Vikash were among those present. _sponse capabilities of our police personnel during emer-

The training focuses on equipping police personnel gencies and security threats. .
with specialised skills and improving their ability to — DK Shivakumar,
respond quickly and effectively to security challenges.
The initiative also seeks to strengthen coordination be-
tween state police units and specialised national secu-
rity agencies.

Following the inauguration, Shivakumar witnessed
a mock operation demonstrating the functioning of an
emergency response force during an untoward incident
and a terrorist attack. The exercise showcased the pro-
cedures followed by security personnel in responding
to a crisis, securing the affected area and managing an
emergency situation.

Building a stronger response Police welfare, security measures get push

The NSG-led capacity-building programme is designed to strengthen the Karnataka Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Friday announced a 50% in-
Karnataka police force’s preparedness for emergencies and terrorist crease in hardship allowance for police personnel, saying their financial
threats. Besides classroom and specialised training, personnel will gain needs would be prioritised. He also assured that the Home Department
practical exposure through mock operations simulating crisis situations. would provide necessary facilities to the force. The government plans to fa-
Such exercises help security teams assess response mechanisms, improve || cilitate helipads on high-rise buildings in Bengaluru for emergency rescue op-
coordination and sharpen decision-making under pressure. The initiative erations during fires and terrorist attacks. Shivakumar said separate an-
also seeks to enhance cooperation between Karnataka police units and ti-rowdy squads, headed by IPS officers, would be established in every dis-

specialised national security agencies during critical situations.

trict to tackle criminal elements without political interference.

B Nagendra resigns amid
Valmiki scam row

BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister B Nagendra
on Friday announced his resigna-
tion from the state Cabinet and as
MLA, amid allegations of finan-
cial irregularities in the Maharshi
Valmiki Scheduled Tribe Develop-
ment Corporation.

Nagendra, who was re-inducted
into the Cabinet on August 3, said
he was voluntarily stepping down
to prevent embarrassment to the
Congress government and party.
He made the announcement at a
press conference, where he be-
came emotional.

The BJP and JD(S) had been
demanding his resignation, alleg-
ing his links to the alleged diver-
sion of funds from the state-run
corporation.

The Opposition had staged pro-
tests during the recent monsoon
session, which ended prematurely
on August 24.

The two parties had also an-
nounced a foot march from Raic-
hur to Ballari from September 1 to
10, pressing for Nagendra’s resig-
nation.The controversy dates back
to May 2024, when P Chan-
drasekharan, an accounts superin-
tendent with the corporation, died

‘ ‘ “l amresigning of my own will to
avoid the embarrassment that may

cost my party because of unnecessary al-

legations made by the opposition party.”

— B Nagendra

by suicide and left a note alleging
financial irregularities and unau-
thorised transfers.

Investigations subsequently
found that Rs 89.63 crore was
transferred from a corporation ac-
count to a Union Bank of India
account and later moved to multi-
ple other accounts.

Nagendra, who was Tribal Wel-
fare Minister when the controver-
sy surfaced, had resigned from
the Cabinet in June 2024. -
He was later re-inducted

with the Planning and Sta-
tistics portfolio. ‘

Modi to begin 4-day
Central Asia visit today

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
embark on a four-day visit to Uzbeki-
stan and Kyrgyzstan on Saturday to
strengthen bilateral ties and attend the
annual Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) summit.

Modi will first visit Tashkent from
August 29 to 30 at the invitation of
Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
During the state visit, the two leaders
will hold delegation-level talks and
review cooperation in trade, invest-
ment, defence, digital connectivity,
energy, education and people-to-peo-
ple ties. The leaders are also expected
to discuss their respective develop-
ment visions, Viksit Bharat 2047 and
Uzbekistan-2030, and set an agenda
for further cooperation.

From Tashkent, Modi will travel to
Bishkek for the two-day SCO summit,
which is expected to focus extensive-
ly on the evolving security situation
in the region. He will address the

summit and highlight India's
priorities of security, connec-
tivity and opportunity. Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Pakistan Prime
» Minister Shehbaz
| Sharif are among the
leaders expected to
attend the summit.

Nepal seeks global funds as flood death toll reaches 579

KATHMANDU

Nepal on Friday sought internation-
al financial assistance following
devastating flash floods near its bor-
der with Tibet, as the death toll in
the disaster rose to 579.

The country’s disaster manage-
ment authorities said more than
1,400 people remained missing after
the floods and landslides struck the
Himalayan border region. Chinese
state media reported five deaths in
Tibet.

Nepal said its security forces were
capable of conducting search-and-res-
cue operations and that foreign rescue
teams were not currently required.
However, the government stressed
that it was open to specialised inter-
national assistance if the situation
demanded it. The floods have also
affected a large number of foreign

tourists. A total of 117 tourists, in-
cluding 85 Indians, 16 Chinese, nine
South Koreans, two Italians and two
US nationals, have been rescued, ac-
cording to a Tourism Ministry source.

More than 90,000 people are esti-
mated to have been affected by the
Himalayan landslide, the Red Cross

Nepal flood disaster

Nepal death toll: 579
Missing: More than 1,400
People affected: Over 90,000
Tourists rescued: 117

Indians rescued: 85

Major concern: Further flooding

Possible trigger: High-
altitude glacier collapse

said, warning of the possibility of  Plans are also being considered to

further flooding.

Authorities said flood risks would
continue until two lakes in the af-
fected region had fully drained.

install cameras and sensors down-
stream, including near the border
town of Timure, to improve early
warning and monitoring.
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Kharge issued tainted AEE
appointments: HDK

Explosive allegations from Union Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy ignite

a fierce political firestorm over recruitmen

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions in Karnataka
have reached a boiling point fol-
lowing explosive allegations made
by Union Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy against state Home Minister
Priyank Kharge. During a high-
stakes emergency press conference
held at the party office, Kumaras-
wamy released comprehensive doc-
uments alleging that appointment
orders for Assistant Executive En-
gineers (AEE) in the Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj (RDPR)
Department were rushed through
despite explicit warnings of wide-
spread fraud from official inquiry
panels and forensic science labora-
tories.

The controversy centers around a
recruitment notification issued by
the Karnataka Public Service Com-
mission (KPSC) on September 3,
2022, for Grade-1 AEE positions
within the RDPR Department - a
portfolio previously managed by
Kharge. Following written exams
in June and personality tests in
September 2023, a provisional se-
lection list was published on Sep-
tember 22, 2023. Promptly after,
candidate Anand Sayodedi filed an
email complaint with the KPSC
secretary, raising serious integrity
concerns over several candidates
who cleared the examination de-
spite allegedly failing prior aca-
demic metrics, demanding an im-
mediate review of OMR sheets and
CCTYV footage.

Internal memos and committee
proceedings revealed a deeply frac-
tured commission. Although initial
discussions triggered a move to-
ward re-examination, administra-

‘ You rushed these appointments even
though tamper-proof FSL evidence
proved the OMR sheets were manipulated.

- H.D. Kumaraswamy, Union Minister

tive resistance mounted. A
three-member subcommittee
formed on December 8, 2023, re-
ported severe non-cooperation
from the then-secretary, who al-
legedly bypassed the commission
chairman to transmit the final se-
lection list directly to the Chief
Secretary. The chairman swiftly
countered, declaring the list unau-
thorized and demanding it be with-
held.

Despite these red flags, a subse-
quent forensic investigation or-
dered by the subcommittee ana-
lyzed carbon copies and OMR
sheets. According to Kumaras-
wamy, the Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL) report confirmed de-
finitive tampering with the OMR
records. Yet, despite the ongoing
cloud of criminality and clear
warnings, appointment orders for
24 candidates were swiftly execut-
ed. Kumaraswamy launched a blis-
tering attack on Kharge's adminis-
trative record, questioning the ur-
gency behind finalizing appoint-
ments while legal challenges

t corruption in Karnataka.

Allegations & scandals

* Tampered OMR Sheets: Fo-
rensic tests confirmed candidate
answer sheets were altered
during the recruitment cycle.

« Ignored Warnings: A
three-member KPSC panel
flagged severe irregularities,
but final lists were pushed
through without clearance.

» Missing Official: Kumaras-
wamy questioned conflicting
statements from the Home De-
partment regarding a missing
IAS exam controller.

mounted and the High Court ex-
plored potential paths toward a
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe. Highlighting the legal
representation of CBI counsel
Prasanna Kumar during court pro-
ceedings, Kumaraswamy asserted
that the appointments were funda-
mentally compromised and de-
manded Kharge's immediate resig-
nation.

The Union Minister did not stop
at individual appointments, casting
a wider net of criticism over the
structural integrity of the KPSC it-
self.

Namma Metro Slows Down
For Line Maintenance

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Daily commuters relying on
public transit across the tech-
nology capital often face frus-
trating delays when routine
infrastructure upkeep inter-
sects with high-density transit
schedules. Ensuring the struc-
tural integrity of elevated
transit corridors requires rig-
orous engineering interven-
tions, but these necessary
safeguards frequently test the
patience of thousands of daily
riders navigating the city's
bustling transit network.

The Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) has announced a tempo-
rary reduction in train speeds
along a critical section of the
Namma Metro Purple Line.
The speed restriction has been
implemented due to ongoing
maintenance work on the
Open Web Girder (OWG) sit-
uated between the Bennigana-
halli and Baiyappanahalli sta-
tions. As part of periodic safe-
ty protocols, a specialized
team of engineering experts is
conducting thorough inspec-
tions and structural mainte-
nance on the heavy steel
bridge component.

According to an official
statement released by the
BMRCL, passenger safety re-
mains the top operational pri-
ority. Under normal operating

C
namma

metro( )

Imposing such temporary speed re-
strictions during technical supervi-
sion activities is a standard safety
measure for safe operations.

- BMRCL Chief Public
Relations Officer

conditions, trains cross this
specific girder stretch at a
maximum permitted speed of
65 kmph. However, as an es-
sential precautionary measure
during the active maintenance
window, the speed limit has
been slashed down to a maxi-
mum of 40 kmph.
Commuters utilizing the
Purple Line have been ad-
vised to expect minor adjust-
ments to their daily travel
times. While overall train ser-
vices continue to operate on
their usual schedules without
cancellations, the speed re-
striction causes a slight cumu-
lative delay in transit times
across the stretch. BMRCL
representatives emphasized
that implementing temporary
speed limits during intensive
technical supervision is a
standard, mandatory safety
practice followed by mass
rapid transit systems globally.

RAILS OF NEGLECT

Renukaswamy case:
Accused summoned
for state witness

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

High-profile criminal trials often turn on a sin-
gle insider willing to break the silence. In the
sensational Renukaswamy murder case that
shocked the state, a crucial legal shift has un-
folded. The judicial system is moving closer to
uncovering the full truth behind the tragic
events that transpired over two years ago.

A local court has officially summoned Pra-
dosh, the 14th accused in the high-profile case,
to appear and record his formal statement as an
approver. The 59th CCH court issued the direc-
tive, setting the date for September 2, 2026.
This development comes after the court accept-
ed Pradosh’s petition to turn pardon witness
under Section 307 of the CrPC, a move that
could significantly alter the trajectory of the
ongoing trial.

Judge Sujatha Madivalappa Sambrani direct-
ed jail authorities to ensure the summons reach-
es Pradosh, who has been held at the Parappana
Agrahara central prison. During a prior hearing,
the bench scrutinized the contents of his appli-
cation before officially granting him approver
status. However, this legal pardon comes with
strict conditions. The court has made it clear
that Pradosh must reveal the complete truth,
detailing the exact sequence of events and fully
disclosing the specific roles played by every
other co-accused in the crime.

The judiciary has issued a stern warning - if
Pradosh provides false information, conceals
facts, or attempts to retract his statement later,
his pardon will be revoked immediately. In such
a scenario, he will revert to being treated as a
standard accused and face fresh criminal charges
for fabricating false evidence in a murder trial.

“Centre’s ‘stepmotherly’ treatment for Railways”

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

I' ‘ We are cooperating ona
d 50-50 cost-sharing basis to

Infrastructure development and re-
gional economic parity have once
again ignited a fierce political de-
bate across the state, bringing fed-
eral funding allocations into sharp
focus. State authorities have raised
serious concerns over what they
describe as systematic neglect and
discriminatory planning by federal
bodies in critical transportation sec-
tors, warning that such lopsided
policy decisions threaten the re-
gion’s long-term economic momen-
tum and logistics efficiency.
Infrastructure Development Min-
ister M.B. Patil launched a scathing
critique against the central govern-
ment, accusing federal authorities
of adopting a stepmotherly attitude
toward Karnataka. The core of the
grievance stems from the center’s
recent announcement to upgrade
seven high-density rail corridors
across the country into four-lane
tracks to streamline freight trans-
port and passenger movement. No-
tably, Karnataka’s vast and con-
gested network was completely
excluded from this ambitious na-

tional modernization plan.

Addressing media personnel at
his official residence, Patil outlined
the profound disparity in infrastruc-
ture planning.

The central roadmap includes
major arteries like Delhi-Howrah,
Howrah-Chennai, Chennai-Mum-
bai, Mumbai-Delhi, Delhi-Chennai,
Mumbai-Howrah, and Delhi-Gu-
wahati. Meanwhile, critical
high-traffic routes within Karnata-
ka—such as Bengalu-
ru-Pune-Mumbai, Bengaluru-My-
sore, Bengaluru-Mangalore, Ben-
galuru-Chennai, Bengaluru-Shiva-
mogga, Bengaluru-Vijayapura, and
Bengaluru-Kalaburagi—continue
to suffer from severe congestion

speed up projects, yet Karnataka con-
tinues to receive unfair treatment com-
pared to neighboring states.

- M.B. Patil,
Infrastructure Development Minister

and bottlenecks. Patil stressed that
upgrading these vital corridors is an
absolute economic necessity that
the central government has a fun-
damental duty to fulfill.

Furthermore, the minister high-
lighted how the omission of robust
rail infrastructure forces an unsus-
tainable reliance on roadways,
placing immense strain on state
highways and accelerating wear
and tear.

Karnataka boasts a strategic
330-kilometer coastline dotted with
important maritime ports. However,
the lack of modern, high-capacity
rail connectivity linking coastal
hubs like Mangalore, Bhatkal,
Honnavar, Kundapur, and Karwar
to interior centers like Hubballi,
Shivamogga, and Bengaluru sti-
fles industrial trade and export
potential.
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38,925 voters dropped
from draft electoral
roll in Afzalpur

CHNEWS, KALABURAGI
As part of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, the draft
voters’ list for the Afzalpur
Assembly constituency
has been published with
2,04,401 voters. The Elec-
toral Registration Officer
Sangameshwar and Assis-
tant Electoral Registration
Officer Sanjeevkumar
Dasar announced that the
constituency had a total of
2,50,235 registered voters,
of whom 38,925 names
have been excluded from
the draft electoral roll. Of-
ficials said notices are be-
ing issued to 6,909 voters.
Of them, 5,002 voters had
discrepancies in the details
provided in their enumera-
tion forms, while 1,907 vot-
ers had not submitted in-
formation related to the
2002 electoral roll. Offi-
cials have urged all voters
in the constituency to veri-
fy their names and details
in the draft electoral roll
and submit objections if
they find any errors or dis-
crepancies.

Vachana painting
exhibition begins from
August29

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI
As part of the first Vacha-
na Sahitya Sammelan of
the Kalaburagi division or-
ganized at the city’s Kan-
nada Bhavan on August
30, the Sharana Culture
Visual Arts Museum and
Research Center, led by
senior artist AS Patil, has
organised an art exhibition
based on the Vachanas of
Basavadi Sharana at the
Kala Soudha of the Kan-
nada Bhavan from August
29. Dr Sidhu Patil will inau-
gurate the exhibition at 11
am that day. Pro-farmer
activist Dayanand Patil Ka-
malanagar, Jagadish Mara-
palli, Sharan Sahitya Pari-
shad district President
Mallikarjuna Vaddanakeri,
and Vachana Sahitya.

Basavakalyan faces severe
water shortage crisis

Basavakalyan taluk in district is facing a serious drought-like situation following
inadequate monsoon rainfall, leaving rain-fed crops at risk of drying up

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Basavakalyan is the district’s
only predominantly dry land
farming taluk. Due to the poor
rainfall, water has not flowed
even once through most of the
canals this season. Lakes and
open wells have also received
little or no fresh inflow, apart
from the water already avail-
able.

The Kohinoor, Manthala,
Mudabi and Rajeshwar hoblis
have received particularly
scanty rainfall, and crops in
these areas are now at the dry-
ing stage. Though Basa-
vakalyan town and surround-
ing villages have received
slightly better rainfall, farm-

GO

The taluk could face a fodder shortage
if the dry conditions continue. If the
government declares Basavakalyan

taluk drought-hit, fodder centres will
be opened and necessary
arrangements will be made.

- Rajkumar Biradar, Assistant Director

ers say it has only helped the
crops survive. The moisture is
reportedly insufficient for
proper pod formation, raising
fears of a drastic fall in yield.

The monsoon remained
largely deficient throughout
the taluk. Despite the poor
rainfall, farmers went ahead
with sowing after purchasing
seeds and fertilisers at the be-
ginning of the season. They

are now worried as their crops
are drying up despite the in-
vestment.

Soybean and avare have
been cultivated extensively,
while some farmers have
grown tur dal, pearl millet,
green gram and black gram.

Due to occasional rainfall,
the crops have managed to
survive, but they are like pa-
tients in an emergency ward.
They are unlikely to provide a
proper yield, causing losses to
farmers. We have already
spent heavily on seeds and
fertilisers, but there is no
guarantee of a crop. The gov-
ernment should provide Rs
50,000 compensation per
acre, farmers demanded.

Basavakalyan does not
have a major river or an ex-
tensive canal network.
Though the Mullamari Upper
Project reservoir is located in
the taluk, its water benefits
only two villages. Most of the
remaining agricultural land is
dependent on rainfall. With
crops and fodder failing due
to the prolonged dry spell,
livestock owners are also fac-
ing difficulties.

Farmers and residents have
urged the administration to
assess the situation immedi-
ately and take preventive
measures to ensure adequate
drinking water and fodder are
available in the coming
months.

Crores spent, yet no water
reaches farms in Wadgera

CH NEWS, YADGIR

The canals are clogged with
garbage, weeds, thorny bush-
es, silt and mud, while several
stretches have developed
cracks. As a result, when wa-
ter is released into the canals,
it often overflows through
damaged portions and enters
agricultural fields, damaging
standing crops instead of
reaching the intended farms.
Farmers alleged that the gov-
ernment spends substantial
amounts every year on jungle
clearance, desilting and repair
works, but the condition of
the canals remains un-
changed.

Under the Krishna Upper
Project, distribution canals
18, 19, 20, 20-2, 21, 22-2, 24-
8, 25 and 58 are meant to sup-
ply water to agricultural lands
in the taluk. However, farm-
ers claim that water does not
reach many fields through
these canals.

Farmers said a Krishna Up-

Tenders had already
been invited to remove
waste and silt accumu-
lated in the distribution

canals. The tender
process has been com-
pleted. Canal cleaning
and desilting works will
begin within a few days.

- Gausoddin, Di-
visional Officer, KBJNL

per Project office had earlier
been established in the area to
ensure proper irrigation facil-
ities and timely supply of ca-
nal water. The office was
functioning from the present
taluk office building, and res-
idential quarters were also
constructed for its staff.How-
ever, the office was later shift-
ed to Doranahalli and subse-
quently to Bhimarayanagudi.
Farmers from Wadgera now
have to travel to Bhimaraya-
nagudi to raise their irriga-
tion-related grievances, re-

sulting in additional expendi-
ture and loss of time.

According to available fig-
ures, Wadgera taluk has a to-
tal geographical area of
62,071 hectares, of which
52,160 hectares is cultivated.
Around 26,808 hectares have
irrigation facilities, while
25,352 hectares are under
rain-fed cultivation. Around
33 villages come under the
Wadgera sub-division of the
Krishna Upper Project. Farm-
ers said only about 50 percent
of the agricultural land has
access to irrigation, and even
these areas do not receive wa-
ter properly through the ca-
nals. Cotton, tur dal, ground-
nut, sunflower and paddy are
among the major crops culti-
vated in the region. Farmers
said timely supply of canal
water could help them pro-
duce crops worth crores of
rupees.

The project has been under
construction for the past three
years.

Minor girl’s
father booked in
POCSO case

CH NEWS, YADGIR

A case has been registered against
the minor girl's father based on the
statement given by her during the
investigation of the POCSO case
registered against Bhagyavanti
Mutt priest Annappa Writer re-
cently. In the second case, a case
has been registered against both
the father and Annappa Writer at
the women's police station here.

A girl and her elder sister from
a village in Surapura taluk were
rescued from a monastery near the
city by District Child Protection
Unit officials and Akka Pade per-
sonnel on August 18.

Later, both of them were pro-
duced before the Child Welfare
Committee.

The girl had allegedly accused
the priest of sexual harassment
while undergoing intimate coun-
seling.

Based on this statement, a case
was registered against the priest of
the mutt under the POCSO Act on
the basis of a complaint filed by
the supervisor of the Women and
Child Development Department.

Rain deficit pushes
Yadgir taluks
towards drought

CH NEWS, YADGIR

Humnabad and Chitguppa ta-
luks in district are facing the
threat of a severe drought as
inadequate rainfall has se-
verely affected rain-fed agri-
culture, leaving farmers wor-
ried about crop losses and
fodder availability.

According to information
submitted by the Agriculture
and Revenue departments to
the government, crops have
reportedly been damaged over
an estimated 36,000 hectares
in the two taluks.

A majority of agricultural
land in Humnabad and Chit-
guppa depends on rainfall.
With soil moisture levels fall-
ing, rain-fed crops such as
soybean, green gram and
black gram are showing signs
of stress. Farmers are also ap-
prehensive about a sharp de-
cline in yield.Having invested
thousands of rupees in culti-
vation, farmers now face the
prospect of heavy losses. The
shortage of fodder for dairy
cattle and other livestock is
another major concern.

Farmers from Hallikhed (B)
said there was inadequate
rainfall in June, when the

The prolonged deficit
since the beginning of
the monsoon has
adversely affected crops.

monsoon began. However,
sufficient rain was received
during the first week of July
to take up sowing. Based on
the rainfall, we purchased
seeds and fertilisers and
sowed the crops. But there
was virtually no rain thereaf-
ter until August. By the time
the seeds germinated and the
seedlings emerged, there was
insufficient moisture in the
soil. As a result, the crops
have been severely damaged,
the farmers said.

The taluks normally receive
around 421.8 mm of rainfall
during the monsoon period.
However,

only 172.3 mm has been
recorded this year, resulting in
a 60 percent rainfall defi-
cit.“We cultivated soybean,
tur, green gram, black gram
and other crops hoping for
good rainfall. But the rains
failed, and the crops we had
sown are now facing severe
losses, said Raju, a farmer
from Dabulagundi village.

Poovitha orders police complaint
over official assault

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Deputy Commissioner S Poov-
itha expressed displeasure over
the alleged assault of an irriga-
tion department official and
directed the authorities to file a
police complaint against those
responsible.The DC made a
surprise visit to Mile-69 near
Maski on Thursday night after
receiving reports that the pre-
scribed quantity of water was
not reaching the tail-end of the
Tungabhadra Left Bank Main
Canal. She inspected the water
gauge and subsequently held a
meeting with irrigation depart-
ment officials. During the
meeting, she sought details

about the quantity of water
flowing through the canal and
the reasons for inadequate wa-
ter reaching the tail-end areas.
On learning that an Assistant
Engineer of the Irrigation De-
partment had allegedly been
assaulted in the jurisdiction of
Sub-Canal 65, Poovitha ex-
pressed strong displeasure. She
questioned the officials as to
why a police complaint had not
been lodged immediately de-
spite the alleged assault. The
DC instructed Tahsildar Man-
junath Bhogavathi to visit the
Kavithal Police Station imme-
diately and lodge a complaint
against those involved in the
attack.

Foreign currency found in
Yellamma temple hundi

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Foreign currency from
four countries was found
in the hundi of the historic
Yellamma Devi Temple at
Nagavi, on the outskirts of
Chittapur town, during the
counting of offerings.

The hundi was opened
and the money counted
under the supervision of
Tahsildar Nagayya
Hiremath.

During the counting,
notes and coins of various
denominations from South
Korea, Canada, the UAE
and the United States
were found.

The total value of the
foreign currency was esti-
mated at Rs 17,010.

Tahsildar Nagaiag
Hiremath said the foreign
currency would be ex-
changed for Indian rupees
and the proceeds deposit-
ed into the temple ac-
count.

The hundi contained a

total of Rs 16.32 lakh in
Indian currency.

Earlier, during the hundi
counting held on February
21, Rs 14.73 lakh was col-
lected, along with 18 Ma-
laysian currency notes and
two coins. The discovery
of foreign currency from
four countries has sparked
curiosity among devotees.

Discussions are under-
way among devotees
about whether the Yellam-
ma Devi temple has devo-
tees living abroad or
whether devotees who
travelled overseas brought
back foreign currency and
offered it to the deity.

Staff from Karnataka
Grameena Bank and the
Revenue Department par-
ticipated in the counting
process.

Police personnel were
deployed to ensure securi-
ty and prevent any untow-
ard incidents during the
opening and counting of
the hundi.

FARMERS ANNOUNCE INDEFINITE
PROTEST FROM SEPTEMBER 2

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha and Hasiru Sene
will launch an indefinite
protest in front of the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office
from September 2, demand-
ing that the entire district be
declared drought-hit and
that compensation of 50,000
per acre and interim crop
insurance be released to
farmers.

In a press statement,
Raitha Sangha district Pres-
ident Sangamesh Sagar said
the southwest monsoon had
completely failed in district
during the 202627 agricul-
tural year, causing severe
hardship to farmers. He said
the district in-charge Minis-
ter, along with senior offi-
cials, had conducted sur-
veys and assured through
the media that the drought
situation would be assessed
and relief provided to farm-
ers.

Leaders of the BJP, Con-

gress and JD(S) had also
conducted surveys and de-
manded that the entire dis-
trict be declared drought-hit
and compensation be pro-
vided to all affected farm-
ers,

he added.

However, of the 13 taluks
in district, only Nidagundi,
Kolar and Vijayapura taluks
have been declared drought-
hit, while the remaining 10
taluks have been excluded,
Sagar said, condemning the
decision.

The farmers’ organisation
has decided to begin an in-
definite protest from Sep-
tember 2, demanding that
the entire district be de-
clared drought-hit, Rs
50,000 drought compensa-
tion be provided per acre
and interim crop insurance
claims be released.

Sagar also demanded that
all villages, streams, lakes,
canals and other water bod-
ies be filled under the vari-
ous tank-filling schemes.

Several lakes have reported-
ly been left out of such
projects, he said, urging the
government to include
them.

He further demanded ad-
equate arrangements for
fodder for livestock and
strict legal action against
those allegedly involved in
irregularities in the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY).Office-bearers of
the farmers’ organisation
from all 13 taluks, seers
from various mutts, farm-
ers’ organisations, progres-
sive groups, women’s or-
ganisations, labour unions,
pro-Kannada organisations
and other farmer-friendly
thinkers are expected to
participate in the protest,

he said.

The agitation will contin-
ue until the demands are
fulfilled in the interest of
farmers.

We appeal to everyone to
extend their support to the
struggle, Sagar said.

Students protest bus delays
at Hattistand

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Students staged a protest
by stopping buses at the
new bus stand in Hatti
town, demanding regular
and timely bus services to
help them reach schools
and colleges on time. The
students alleged that buses
were not being operated as
scheduled between 8 am
and 10.30 am, causing
them daily inconvenience.

They raised slogans
against the transport au-
thorities and expressed
their anger over the irregu-
lar services.

The students also alleged
that drivers of buses oper-
ating to Guddanala were
not allowing them to sit in-
side the buses. They
claimed that some drivers
allegedly insulted them,
saying that they were not
generating revenue when
they travelled using Aad-
haar cards.

The students demanded
appropriate action against

the bus driver and conduc-
tor for their alleged misbe-
haviour.

Due to the protest, pas-
sengers travelling towards
Raichur, Manvi, Devadurga
and Sirwar taluks faced
considerable inconve-
nience.

After receiving informa-
tion about the protest,

Hatti Taluk Bus Depot
Manager Lakshman visited
the spot and heard the stu-
dents’ grievances. He as-
sured them that buses
would be operated on time
every day.

The students withdrew
the protest after the author-
ities provided a written as-
surance on their demands.

Labour leader Yankoba
Miyyapur, SFI district
President Ramesh and Nin-
gappa Veerapur addressed
the protesters.

CITU, SFI and KRS of-
fice-bearers, along with
students from various
schools and colleges, par-
ticipated in the protest.

Farmers protest removal from drought-hit list

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Anger erupted among farmers
in Kalaburagi after the district
was excluded from the State
Government’s drought-hit list,
despite severe rainfall deficien-
cy and drought-like conditions
prevailing across all taluks.
Farmers staged a protest in
front of the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, blocking the
main road and lying down on
the road to express their oppo-
sition to the government’s deci-
sion.The protesters attempted
to burn tyres on the road, but
police intervened and seized
the tyres and petrol brought by
the farmers. This led to heated

arguments between the farmers
and police. Police also detained
several farmer leaders.

In protest against the police
action, the farmers lay down in
front of a police jeep, demand-
ing that the government imme-

diately reconsider its decision.
The protesters alleged that
drought had severely affected
farmers across all taluks of Ka-
laburagi district, but the State
Government had ignored their
plight by excluding the district

from the drought-hit list.

They also questioned the role
of the three Ministers repre-
senting the district, alleging
that they had failed to ensure
that Kalaburagi was declared
drought-affected.

The farmers demanded that
the government immediately
conduct a fresh assessment of
the ground situation and de-
clare district drought-hit, be-
sides providing necessary relief
and compensation to affected
farmers. The protest continued
amid a tense atmosphere as po-
lice attempted to prevent the
burning of tyres and maintain
traffic movement near the Dep-
uty Commissioner’s office.

Poovitha orders police complaint over official assault

CH NEWS, RAICHUR

Deputy Commissioner S
Poovitha expressed dis-
pleasure over the alleged
assault of an irrigation de-
partment official and di-
rected the authorities to
file a police complaint
against those responsible.

The DC made a surprise
visit to Mile-69 near Maski
on Thursday night after re-
ceiving reports that the
prescribed quantity of wa-
ter was not reaching the
tail-end of the Tung-
abhadra Left Bank Main
Canal. She inspected the
water gauge and subse-
quently held a meeting

with irrigation department
officials. During the meet-
ing, she sought details
about the quantity of water
flowing through the canal
and the reasons for inade-
quate water reaching the
tail-end areas.

On learning that an As-
sistant Engineer of the Irri-
gation Department had al-
legedly been assaulted in
the jurisdiction of Sub-Ca-
nal 65, Poovitha expressed
strong displeasure. She
questioned the officials as
to why a police complaint
had not been lodged imme-
diately despite the alleged
assault. The DC instructed
Tahsildar Manjunath

Bhogavathi to visit the Ka-
vithal Police Station imme-
diately and lodge a com-
plaint against those in-
volved in the attack.

Irrigation department of-
ficials and staff will be
protected. Cases will be
registered without any le-
niency against those who
assault officials and ille-
gally divert or draw canal
water. Prohibitory orders
will also be imposed, if
necessary, to maintain law
and order in the canal com-
mand area, Poovitha said.
The Maski and Sindhanur
Tahsildars and officials of
the Irrigation Department
were present.
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Escalating civic neglect is choking key thor-
oughfares across North Bengaluru, trans-
forming vital pedestrian walkways and
roadways into hazardous zones of debris and
uncollected waste. From Sultanpalya Main
Road to Manorayanapalya, local communities
are grappling with a mounting crisis of mu-
nicipal apathy. Unattended construction ma-
terials block crucial transit paths, stray pipes
foster unauthorized garbage dumps near
hospitals, and persistent foul odors threaten
public health. Despite repeated grievances
from distressed residents, sluggish bureau-
cratic responses leave neighborhoods vulner-
able torising accident risks and deteriorating
sanitation standards, casting a harsh spot-
light on urban governance breakdowns.

/

Residents along Sultanpalya Main Road, opposite Medax Hospital, are
facing severe inconvenience due to garbage accumulating near the foot-
path. The pileup has created a persistent foul odor, making it nearly im-
possible for pedestrians to use the walkway. Over time, the location has
effectively turned into an unauthorized dumping ground, causing contin-
uous discomfort to the local community.

Residents near the Sultanpalya Main Road bus stop are facing severe in-
convenience after cement and jelly stones from an ongoing house con-
struction were dumped directly onto the thoroughfare. The scattered
materials have blocked walkways for pedestrians and created treacher-
ous riding conditions for motorists. This blockage poses a high risk of ve-
hicle skidding and potential accidents, particularly endangering children
traveling on two-wheelers.

Residents of Manorayanapalya Main Road, near 11th Cross, are facing se-
vere inconvenience due to unattended pipes left behind by the Bangalore
Development Authority (BDA). These uncollected materials have turned
the spot into an informal dumping ground, with household waste rapidly
accumulating around them and creating unhygienic conditions. Locals re-
port that the resulting mess and foul odor are severely impacting the
neighborhood’s cleanliness and quality of life.

GREATER BENGALURU

GBA Crackdown: Nexus
Outlets Fined in BTM Sweep

Bengaluru municipal authorities cracked down on Koramangala's Nexus Mall,
penalizing ten major eateries for environmental and waste violations
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Municipal enforcement divi-
sions across the technology
capital have intensified com-
pliance sweeps targeting
large-scale commercial com-
plexes, emphasizing that
high-end retail venues must
adhere strictly to local envi-
ronmental and public health
mandates. Regulatory bodies
are stepping up inspections to
ensure that major establish-
ments set positive standards
for urban sustainability and
cleanliness.

Officials operating under
the Bengaluru South City
Corporation launched a tar-
geted inspection within the
BTM Assembly Constituency,
focusing specifically on waste
management protocols at the
prominent Nexus Mall locat-
ed in Koramangala. During
the surprise compliance
check, sanitation squads dis-
covered that multiple
high-profile eateries and food
court outlets were blatantly

m
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(in rupees) RULE VIOLATION
Chaska Bun 325,000 Non-segregation and single-
use plastic usage
McDonald’s, Burger King, | 10,000 each | Mixed garbage disposal and
Fish & Chips plastic violations
Popeyes, Good Flippin’ 35,000 each | Failure to comply with solid
Burgers, Wow Wow China waste management laws
Nagas, KFC, Shiv Sagar 35,000 each Unauthorized waste
handling in food court zone

flouting municipal solid waste
regulations. Inspectors found
widespread violations, includ-
ing the failure to segregate
organic wet waste from dry
refuse at the source and the
continued illegal use of
banned single-use plastic
(SUP) items.

To penalize these environ-
mental infractions, municipal
authorities issued formal no-
tices and collected a cumula-
tive fine of Rs 85,000 from 10
prestigious commercial food
establishments operating
within the mall complex. The
enforcement action targeted
several household brand

names. Chaska Bun faced the
highest individual penalty of
Rs 25,000. Prominent global
chains including McDonald's,
Burger King, and Fish and
Chips were each penalized Rs
10,000. Additionally, fines of
Rs 5,000 each were imposed
on Popeyes, Good Flippin'
Burgers, Wow Wow China,
Nagas, KFC, and Shiv Sagar.

The operation was executed
under the supervision of As-
sistant General Manager
(AGM) Smt. Shashikala,
alongside dedicated health in-
spectors and municipal mar-
shals. Following the raid, city
officials issued a stern warn-
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ing to all commercial hubs,
restaurants, hotels, and retail
outlets across the metropoli-
tan area. Authorities stressed
that source-level waste segre-
gation and a total ban on sin-
gle-use plastics are mandatory
requirements under local law.

Municipal leadership con-
firmed that surprise inspec-
tions will continue aggres-
sively in the coming weeks.
Establishments that ignore
environmental regulations or
endanger public cleanliness
will face severe legal conse-
quences, heavy compounding
fines, and potential trade li-
cense suspensions without
leniency, ensuring corporate
accountability across Bengal-
uru's expanding commercial
landscape.

4

Motherhood Hospital
fined Z1Lakh for NH-7

encroachment
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Municipal authorities execut-
ed a sweeping clearance oper-
ation along National High-
way-7, targeting unauthorized
commercial exploitation from
Kodigehalli Gate to the Mall
of Asia corridor. Operating
under Bengaluru North City
Corporation Commissioner
Shri Pommala Sunil Kumar,
enforcement teams cracked
down on severe territorial
usurpations blocking public
walkways.

During inspections, offi-
cials discovered that Mother-
hood Hospital in Sahakar
Nagar permitted visitors and
motorists to park vehicles di-
rectly on land designated as
National Highways Authority
of India right-of-way. Investi-
gators revealed the institution
unlawfully collected parking
fees from citizens utilizing
public property, forcing pe-
destrians into hazardous ve-
hicular lanes.

Confronted with this infra-
structure violation, municipal
leaders levied a substantial
financial penalty of one lakh
rupees against the hospital
administration. Officers is-
sued a formal ultimatum de-
manding the immediate ces-
sation of illicit parking oper-
ations alongside a stern
warning regarding repeat vi-
olations.

Complementing this ac-
tion, Commissioner Kumar
instructed engineering divi-
sions to permanently disman-
tle all temporary structures
and commercial encroach-
ments across municipal
bounds. Field coordinators
were directed to maintain
continuous surveillance.

Pedestrian rights: High Court
backs GBA encroachment drive

The Karnataka High Court
refused to stay the GBA’s safe
footpath campaign, ruling
that pedestrians have an
absolute right to unobstructed
urban walkways

v

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban mobility and pedestri-
an safety have taken center
stage in local governance bat-
tles as municipal authorities
push forward with aggressive
public space reclamation ef-
forts. Balancing the livelihood
rights of street vendors
against the daily safety of
commuters has long tested
municipal administration,
prompting intense legal chal-
lenges over the execution of
public clearance operations
across crowded metropolitan
thoroughfares.

The Karnataka High Court
has firmly refused to issue an
interim stay against the ongo-
ing "safe footpath" campaign
launched by the Greater Ben-
galuru Authority (GBA). Pre-
siding over a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by
prominent urban expert R.
Rajagopalan, a division bench
comprising Chief Justice
Vibhu Bhakru and Justice
K.S. Hemalekha ruled that
there were no valid legal
grounds to halt the municipal
demolition and clearance
drive.

The judicial bench empha-
sized that pedestrians possess
an absolute right to navigate
safe, unobstructed footpaths

without encountering artificial
hazards or blockages. The
court noted that ensuring ade-
quate walking space on urban
roads is a fundamental neces-
sity that justifies the adminis-
tration's ongoing enforcement
measures.

During the proceedings, the
petitioner argued that the
GBA’s campaign was being
implemented in a chaotic, dis-
organized manner devoid of
transparent management pro-
tocols. Criticizing the lack of
clarity regarding the opera-
tional scope, clearance meth-
ods, and post-clearance reha-
bilitation steps for displaced
vendors, the petitioner urged
the court to intervene and
freeze the drive.

Rejecting the plea for a
complete stay, the High Court
clarified that its order upholds
the core principle of maintain-
ing clear, accessible walk-
ways for the public. However,
the bench adjourned the mat-
ter for further consideration
while the clearance drive
moves ahead.

The underlying legal chal-
lenge stems from opposition

to the GBA’s sweeping an-
ti-encroachment drive, which
commenced on July 1, 2026,
across five municipal corpo-
ration zones under its juris-
diction. Petitioners had pre-
viously demanded an imme-
diate halt to the evictions,
calling for strict compliance
with the Street Vendors Act
and the formulation of a
structured Karnataka street
vendor scheme. They urged
the establishment of func-
tional Town Vending Com-
mittees and the construction
of designated trading centers
within strict timelines to ac-
commodate displaced ven-
dors lawfully.

Despite strong protests
from street vendor associa-
tions, municipal authorities
continue their operations to
reclaim public walkways.
The court’s refusal to halt the
campaign reinforces the ad-
ministration's mandate to pri-
oritize pedestrian accessibil-
ity, even as debates persist
over balancing municipal
enforcement with the liveli-
hood protections of informal
urban workers.

HONORING AMBEDKAR'S LEGACY

Guarantee schemes review
meeting held in B’luru
South Corporation

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Local authorities met to re-
view major welfare rollouts,
ensuring municipal communi-
ties receive promised benefits
efficiently. Smt. Jayashree
Gowda, President of the
Guarantee Implementation
Committee for Bengaluru
South City Corporation, led
the session at municipal head-
quarters. Officials from utility
providers, transport corpora-
tions, and civic departments
evaluated performance met-
rics across all wards.

Food security initiatives re-
ceived strict attention. Food
Department representatives
were directed to resolve tech-
nical server glitches at distri-
bution centers and ensure res-
idents receive exact rations
without weight discrepancies.
Energy administrators faced
scrutiny regarding electricity
subsidies. BESCOM person-
nel must crack down on com-
mercial operations illicitly
drawing domestic power
while maintaining courteous
communication and avoiding
abrupt supply terminations for
late payments.

Women’s empowerment
grants underwent detailed
evaluation. Administrative
teams were ordered to deacti-
vate accounts tied to deceased
recipients and redirect funds
to eligible female heads.
Child development workers
must finalize identity verifica-
tions swiftly. Meanwhile, free

i transit smart card issuance for

Scheme wise
implementation targets

« Anna Bhagya: Food De-
partment teams directed
to resolve server down-
times, prevent weight
discrepancies, and con-
duct routine ration depot
checks.

Gruha Jyothi: BESCOM
instructed to curb com-
mercial power misuse,
maintain billing grace pe-
riods, and ensure polite
staff conduct.

Gruha Lakshmi: Man-
dated swift removal of
deceased recipients from
rosters, error rectifica-
tions, and completion of
digital e-KYC.

Shakti Scheme: Trans-
port authorities instructed
to submit ward-wise
passenger statistics
covering all seventy-two
city zones.

Yuva Nidhi: Tracking ac-
tive monthly allowances
for nearly nineteen thou-
sand registered youth out
of total applicants.

female commuters continues
expanding, and unemploy-
ment support disbursements
reach eligible young adults.
Authorities emphasized trans-
parent, glitch-free delivery
across all administrative tiers
to benefit citizens effectively.

True tribute to Ambedkar lies in equality, says Gowda

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Upholding human dignity and
rejecting societal divisions
based on caste or religion
serves as the most meaningful
homage to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
according to Greater Bengalu-
ru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda. Speak-
ing at a special civic com-
memoration event hosted at
the central municipal head-
quarters, leadership empha-
sized that true reverence re-
quires practicing equity in
daily life rather than relying
solely on symbolic gestures
and public slogans.

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority organized the joint Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar and Civic
Workers' Day 2026 assembly
to honor social reformers
while addressing labor wel-
fare. During the inaugural cer-
emony, the Minister laid floral
tributes before the reformer's
statue, reminding attendees
that Ambedkar's visionary
framework transcends individ-
ual communities to champion
universal human advancement.
Highlighting historical philos-
ophies shared by figures like
the Buddha, Basavanna, Ma-
hatma Gandhi, and Kuvempu,
officials stressed that humanity

must always supersede artifi-
cial societal stratifications.
Addressing the audience of
sanitation personnel and mu-
nicipal administrators, Mr.
Byre Gowda acknowledged
that absolute societal equality
remains unachieved. He cau-
tioned citizens against divisive
sectarian rhetoric, urging the
eradication of archaic superi-
ority complexes to build a gen-
uinely egalitarian community.
Furthermore, the administra-
tion formally addressed labor
concerns, committing to pres-
ent sanitation workers' core
grievances directly to the
Chief Minister for prompt leg-

islative action. Although ad-
ministrative duties and elector-
al roll revisions initially de-
layed the calendar schedule,
municipal departments suc-
cessfully coordinated the pri-
ority celebration.

Key dignitaries attending
the proceedings included Kar-
nataka State Safai Karmacha-
ri Commission Chairman P.
Raghu, Development Corpo-
ration Chairman Murali
Ashok Salappa, GBA Chief
Commissioner Maheshwar
Rao, and various municipal
corporation commissioners
alongside solid waste man-
agement executives.

Garlanding statues and raising
slogans mean little if we fail to
practice true equality and

humanity in our everyday lives.

- Krishna Byre Gowda,
Greater Bengaluru
Development Minister
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Kanpur plane
crashvictim hailed
from Udupi

Udupi
Abhishek Poojary, who was
killed in a plane crashin
Kanpur, hailed from Karna-
taka’s Udupi district, ac-
cording to family sources.
The incident has left his
family and local communi-
ty in shock. Family mem-
bers said Abhishek had
been undergoing private
pilot training in Kanpur for
around two-and-a-half
years. He was pursuing his
training with the aim of
building a career in avia-
tion. News of his death
reached his family after
the crash, triggering grief
among relatives and
friends in Udupi. People
from the area expressed
condolences to the be-
reaved family. Authorities
are investigating the circum-
stances that led to the air-
craft crash. Further details
regarding the incident and
the identities of others in-
volved are expected as the
investigation progresses.

Rangayanainvites
applications for
various posts

Mysuru
Mysore Rangayana Reper-
tory, an institution of the
Government of Karnataka,
has invited applications for
various posts on a tempo-
rary basis for the 2026-27
academic year. The vacan-
cies include two music
composers, one lighting
designer, one sound opera-
tor and one carpenter.
Candidates will be select-
ed through interviews.
Interested candidates
should submit applications
containing their personal
details to the Deputy Di-
rector, Rangayana, Mysuru,
by September 7. The date
of the interview will be an-
nounced later. For further
details, candidates may
contact the Rangayana of-
fice at 9449630465, Dep-
uty Director Dr. M.D. Sudar-
shan said in a release.

Dsruption in ower
supply today

Mysuru

Power supply will be dis-

rupted in several areas un-
der the V.V. Mohalla

Sub-Division on August 29

from10a.m.to 6 p.m.to
facilitate underground ca-

ble work on the 11 KV

Mayura and 11 KV Hoysala
power lines. Affected areas

include Hebbal Il Stage,
Mayura Circle, Cauvery Cir-
cle, Sankranti Circle, Chen-

namma Circle, Military

Quarters and surrounding

areas, Sheshadripuram

College, Nisarga Layout,
KIADB Layout, Chitra Resi-
dency, Lakshmikanthana-

gar and adjoining areas,
according to the Executive
Engineer of the V.V. Mohal-

la Division.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka has set an ambi-
tious target to increase textile
exports from the current
325,000 crore to 275,000
crore by 2031, Textile Devel-
opment Commissioner A.B.
Basavaraju said. He described
textiles as one of the state’s
biggest employment-generat-
ing sectors after agriculture.

Speaking at the National
Handloom Fair-2026, Basa-
varaju said around 1.5 lakh
weavers and eight lakh gar-
ment workers are employed
in Karnataka. The govern-
ment is focusing on modern
technology, powerloom up-
grades and protection of tra-
ditional handlooms to im-
prove competitiveness
against countries including
Bangladesh, Vietnam and
China.

He said proposals had been
sent to the Central Govern-
ment to establish two Textile
Export Facilitation Centres,
one in North Karnataka and
another in Doddaballapur.

KARNATAKA

Karnataka aims to triple
textile exports by 2031

Basavaraju highlighted weaver benefits, textile policy approval, Bengaluru
fair’s success, and plans for exhibitions in Bidar and Devanahalli

The centres would provide
exporters with information,
guidance and better market
connections. Bengaluru Ru-
ral, Bengaluru Urban, Mysu-
ru and Hassan have been
identified as Champion Dis-
tricts, while Ballari, Gadag,
Haveri and Dharwad are As-
pirational Districts for export
development.

Basavaraju said eligible
weavers receive 25,000 an-
nually, housing support and
other benefits under the Ne-

kara Samman scheme. A
draft new textile policy has
also been prepared and sub-
mitted for government ap-
proval. He said the 14-day
Bengaluru handloom fair had
received a good response,
with similar exhibitions
planned in Bidar and Deva-
nahalli.

Karnataka Handloom De-
velopment Corporation
Chairman Nagendra Kumar
stressed better markets and
financial returns for weavers,

AT A GLANCE

- Textile exports targeted
to triple by 2031

- 1.5 lakh weavers currently work
across Karnataka

- Garment sector employs around
eight lakh workers

- Two textile export facilitation
centres proposed

» Handloom fair planned for
Bidar, Devanahalli

- Weavers receive 5,000 annual
financial assistance

while Kaveri Handlooms
Chairman B.J. Ganesh said
participants from 25 to 30
states were displaying tradi-
tional products across 40 to
50 stalls. Bengaluru Rural
MP Dr. C.N. Manjunath
urged greater use and online
promotion of handlooms. Ra-
jarajeshwari Nagar MLA
Munirath and senior officials
also attended, with speakers
calling for stronger public
support to preserve Karnata-
ka’s textile heritage.

Davangere farmers

demand Bhadra
reservoir water

DAVANGERE

Farmers in Davangere are in-
tensifying their demand for
water from the Bhadra reser-
voir as the delay in releasing
water into canals threatens
paddy cultivation. While
farmers in Davangere are
seeking immediate water for
the kharif crop, some farmers
in Shivamogga are demand-
ing that water be reserved for
the summer season.

The Bhadra reservoir is a
lifeline for farmers in Shiva-
mogga and Davangere, be-
sides serving agricultural ar-
eas in Chikkamagaluru, Chi-
tradurga and Haveri districts.
Water is generally released
through the canals during July
or August for the monsoon
crop and in January for sum-
mer cultivation. Farmers say
timely release of water would
support paddy growers and
provide employment to agri-
cultural workers, tractor oper-
ators and others.

Historical data shows that
water has been released for
crops even during years when
reservoir levels were relative-
ly low. In 1994, when the res-
ervoir had 184 feet of water,
37.45 TMC was released for
summer crops over 154 days
and 35.55 TMC for monsoon

crops over 165 days. In 2002,
despite storage being only
104 feet, 17.29 TMC was re-
leased for summer crops and
25 TMC for monsoon cultiva-
tion.

In recent years, 34 TMC
was released for summer
crops in 2023 and 20.40 TMC
for monsoon crops. In 2024,
15.90 TMC was supplied for
summer crops and 32.69
TMC for the monsoon season.
In 2025, 33.376 TMC was re-
leased for summer crops and
29.644 TMC for monsoon
cultivation.

Farmers have also blamed
illegal pump sets for reducing
water availability in tail-end
areas. They claim around
40,000 to 50,000 illegal
pumps operate along the left
and right canals, preventing
adequate water from reaching
distant fields.

Farmer leaders demanded
immediate water release,
saying many farmers have
already sown paddy seeds
and completed transplanta-
tion. They warned that fur-
ther delay could cause heavy
losses. Farmers said that if
water cannot be released,
compensation should be pro-
vided to those who have al-
ready invested in paddy cul-
tivation.

Fishermen perform
traditional Sea Puja in
Mangaluru

MANGALURU

Fishermen in Mangaluru per-
formed a traditional collective
Sea Puja at Tannirbhavi beach
on Friday, praying for the
safety of those venturing into
the sea and a prosperous fish-
ing season. The ritual was or-
ganised by the Yelupattana
Mogaveera Samyuktha Sabha
and witnessed the participa-
tion of hundreds of fishing
families.

Milk and coconuts were
collected from around 3,000
households across 10 villages,
including Jeppu, Bolara,
Hoige Bazaar, Neereshwalya,
Padavu Hoige, Kudroli, Bok-
kapatna and Boluru. Devotees
first conducted bhajans, devo-
tional singing and Maha Man-
galarathi at village prayer
halls before bringing the col-
lected offerings to Tannirbha-
vi beach.

Religious rituals were held
at the beach, including bha-
jans and Varalakshmi Puja.
Under the guidance of Ra-
jayogi Nirmalanath Ji Ma-
haraj, head of the Kadri Kada-
li Jogi Mutt, prayers were of-
fered to Lord Manjunatha of

Kadri, village deities and
Goddess Ganga. A special
puja and Ganga Aarti were
performed, after which milk,
coconuts and fruits were of-
fered to the sea.

The ritual is based on a cen-
turies-old belief among the
coastal fishing community.
According to local tradition,
fishermen once faced a severe
shortage of fish and sought
the blessings of Goddess Gan-
ga by offering milk and coco-
nuts. They later witnessed an
abundant catch of fish along
the shore. Since then, the
community has continued the
Sea Puja every year during
Shravan Purnima.

Fishermen from all 10 vil-
lages observed a complete
holiday from their tradition-
al occupation on Friday for
the Sea Puja and Varalaksh-
mi Vrata. As per the
long-standing custom, fish-
ing will resume only after
the completion of the ritual.
Fishermen are scheduled to
venture into the sea from
Saturday morning, carrying
prayers for safety and an
abundant catch during the
new fishing season.
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Kumaraswamy
warns Karnataka
of deeper debt trap

CH NEWS, Mysuru

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy has accused
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar of planning to borrow
another X1 lakh crore, warn-
ing that Karnataka could fall
deeper into a debt trap.

Speaking after a Disha
Committee meeting, he criti-
cised the government’s finan-
cial decisions and questioned
its spending priorities.

Kumaraswamy alleged that
the government was taking
loans for several activities,
including garbage collection
in Bengaluru and the pro-
posed Bidadi township. He
also questioned the allocation
of 1,000 crore to Bharat
Jodo organisations and 10
lakh to every panchayat. He
said taxpayers’ money should
not be spent on unnecessary
purposes. He also urged the
government to conduct
Dasara celebrations simply
because the state was facing
drought and farmers needed
greater support.

The Union Minister ac-
cused the state government of
failing to manage the drought
properly. He said crop losses
had affected farmers in Mysu-
ru district and many were
struggling to repay bank
loans. Kumaraswamy said he
had asked bank officials not
to pressure farmers for loan
repayment this year. He also
announced plans to visit
drought-hit areas of North
Karnataka and review the sit-
uation there.

Kumaraswamy
criticised drought
management, citing
crop losses and loan
difficulties in Mysuru,
urging banks to ease
repayment pressure
and planning visits to
North Karnataka

On politics, Kumaraswamy
said his party was working to
become stronger and that sev-
eral leaders were interested in
joining it. He said some mem-
bers of the Janata Parivar
could return, but their records
and suitability would be care-
fully examined before admis-
sion. He also claimed that sev-
eral Congress leaders were in
contact with his party. Regard-
ing Chamundeshwari, he said
he would decide the candidate
later and expressed confidence
that voters would continue to
support him. MLAs Harish
Gowda, C.N. Manjegowda
and Srivatsa, former MLA
Ashwin Kumar and others at-
tended the meeting.

Forest officials to decide
Dasara ambari jumbo:
Ramalinga Reddy

MYSURU

Forest Department officials
have been entrusted with the
responsibility of selecting the
elephant that will carry the
golden howdah (Ambari)
during the Mysuru Dasara
procession, Forest, Ecology
and Environment Minister
Ramalinga Reddy said.
Speaking to the media af-
ter welcoming the elephant
contingent at the Mysuru
Palace on Friday, the Minis-
ter said the elephants would
undergo training every day
and the elephant to carry the
Ambari would be finalised
based on its performance
during the training.
Referring to the Hanur
shootout case, Ramalinga
Reddy said an investigation

had already begun. The As-
sistant Commissioner’s re-
port had no connection with
the investigation report.
Strict action would be taken
against those responsible for
damaging departmental
property, he warned.

The Minister assured for-
est officials that they need
not be afraid and should dis-
charge their duties fearlessly
by venturing into the forests.
The department was com-
mitted to ensuring the safety
and security of its officials,
he said.

“If the forests survive, the
nation will survive,” Rama-
linga Reddy said, underlin-
ing the importance of pro-
tecting forests and ensuring
the safety of those working
to conserve them.

Doctors treat patients using mobile torchlight

HAVERI

Doctors at a government hos-
pital in Haveri were forced to
treat patients using mobile
phone torchlights after a pow-
er outage disrupted services at
the facility. The incident has
raised concerns over inade-
quate backup power arrange-
ments at a hospital responsi-
ble for providing essential
healthcare services.

The hospital reportedly
does not have a UPS facility
and depends entirely on the

MYSURU DASARA 2026

regular electricity supply.
When the power went off,
doctors and hospital staff had
to use mobile phone flash-
lights to continue examining
and treating patients.

The situation created diffi-
culties for medical staff, par-
ticularly while attending to
patients who required proper
lighting. Staff members used
the torchlights on their mo-
bile phones to illuminate
treatment areas and ensure
that medical procedures
could continue despite the

disruption.

The incident has highlighted
concerns about the availability
of basic infrastructure at gov-
ernment healthcare facilities.
Hospitals require uninterrupt-
ed power supply for patient
care, medical equipment,
emergency services and other
critical operations. The ab-
sence of adequate backup ar-
rangements can create serious
challenges during power cuts.

Healthcare workers contin-
ued their duties despite the
difficult circumstances, ensur-

ing that patients were not left
without immediate medical
attention. However, the reli-
ance on mobile phone torch-
lights has drawn attention to
the need for reliable power
backup systems at the hospital.
Patients and their families
have reportedly expressed
concern over the conditions
and the lack of a UPS facility.
They have urged the authori-
ties to take immediate steps to
install suitable backup power
equipment and prevent such
incidents from recurring.

Nine Dasara jumbos arrive at palace amid traditional fanfare

MYSURU

The majestic jumbos taking
centre stage in the world-fa-
mous Mysuru Dasara festivi-
ties arrived at the Mysuru Pal-
ace on Friday, marking the
beginning of their stay at the
royal venue amid colour, mu-
sic and traditional grandeur.
The elephant contingent was
accorded a ceremonial wel-
come at the Jayamarthanda
Gate by the Mysuru Palace
Board and the State Govern-
ment. Urban Development and
Mysuru District In-charge
Minister Dr. Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah, along with Forest,

Ecology and Environment
Minister and Kolar District In-
charge Minister Ramalinga
Reddy, led the traditional re-
ception.

The arrival of the elephants
turned the Palace premises
into a vibrant spectacle, with
performances of Dollu
Kunitha, Kamsale and tradi-
tional musical ensembles add-
ing to the festive atmosphere.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Yathindra said the historic
Gajapayana began on August
26 and the elephants reached
the Palace on August 28. “To-
day, under the leadership of
the Forest Minister, we wel-

comed the elephants partici-
pating in the Dasara festivities,
along with their mahouts and
kavadis, to the Palace after
performing traditional rituals,”
he said.

The minister urged mahouts,
kavadis and officials to work
together to ensure the smooth
and successful conduct of the
Dasara celebrations. As the el-
ephants are expected to stay at
the Palace for nearly two
months, basic kits have been
distributed to mahouts and ka-
vadis to help them provide
proper care, nourishment and
training to the elephants.

In the first phase, nine ele-

phants — Mahendra, Srikanta,
Lakshmi, Ekalavya, Dhanan-
jaya, Gopi, Kaveri, Prashantha
and Srirama — entered the
Palace.

The sight of the decorated
elephants walking through the
historic Palace gates, accom-
panied by their mahouts and
kavadis, added a royal touch to
the Dasara preparations.

MLAs T.S. Srivatsa and K.
Harish Gowda, Legislative
Council member C.N. Manje-
gowda, Deputy Commissioner
G. Lakshmikanth Reddy, Zilla
Panchayat CEO S. Yukesh
Kumar and other officials and
dignitaries were present.
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Drought declaration based
onrules: T. Raghumurthy

Raghumurthy said three taluks failed drought criteria but could be
reassessed if rainfall deficiency and dry conditions worsen

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Scheduled Castes Welfare and
District In-charge Minister T.
Raghumurthy said drought-hit
taluks in Karnataka were
identified according to central
government guidelines, leav-
ing no scope for political in-
fluence or bias.

He was speaking at a press
conference at the District Col-
lector’s Office.

The Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Management
Centre assessed drought con-
ditions using the Central Gov-
ernment’s Drought Manage-
ment Manual 2020. In the
first phase, 101 taluks across
the state were declared
drought-affected, including 89
severely affected and 12 mod-
erately affected taluks. In Chi-
tradurga district, Hiriyur,
Challakere and Hosadurga
were included in the severe
drought category.

Raghumurthy said Chitra-
durga, Holalkere and Mo-
lakalmuru were not included
because they did not meet the

Gadag Dasara
planning meet
scheduled for Sunday

GADAG
A preliminary meeting for
the 2026 Dasara festival
will be held at Sri Annap-
oorneshwari Temple of Sri
Adavindraswamy Mutt near
Mulgund Naka on Sunday,
August 30, at 6 pm. Gurus
of the mutt, Sri Ve. Mahesh-
wara Swamy of Hosalli
Mutt, honorary president
S.P. Sanshimath, president
Sadashivayya Madari Mutt,
women’s president Suvarna
Madari Mutt and several
committee members will
attend. Shivanubhava
Samiti president Dr. Rajen-
dra Gadada and other sen-
jor members will also par-
ticipate. Dasara Mahotsava
Committee and Shivanub-
hava Committee members
have invited devotees to at-
tend and offer suggestions
for successfully organizing
the festival, secretary Prab-
hugowda Patil said.

required technical conditions.
Under the guidelines, drought
assessment considers rainfall
deficiency and three consecu-
tive weeks of dry weather. He
said the three excluded taluks
could be reviewed again if
conditions worsen.

The minister said further
assessment would consider
crop conditions, satel-
lite-based vegetation data, soil
moisture and groundwater
levels. Field inspections
would also be conducted to
verify the actual situation. He
said drought conditions would
continue to be reviewed
through the 2026 Kharif sea-
son, based on rainfall and
crop impact, and additional

KARNATAKA
Deputy Lokayukta orders better

taluks could be declared
drought-hit when necessary.

Raghumurthy said uneven
rainfall remained a concern in
Chitradurga district and sug-
gested considering hoblis in-
stead of entire taluks for
drought declarations. He said
this could help provide assis-
tance to farmers facing severe
local problems. The minister
assured that the government
would examine crop damage
and ground conditions before
taking further decisions. Dep-
uty Commissioner T. Ven-
katesh, Zilla Panchayat CEO
Dr. Akash and Additional
Deputy Commissioner B.T.
Kumaraswamy attended the
briefing.

* 101 taluks declared
drought-hit in first phase

* 89 face severe, 12
moderate drought con-
ditions

* Three Chitradurga ta-
luks face severe drought

* Three taluks excluded
due to technical criteria

» Government may add
more taluks during Kharif

* Minister proposes hob-
li-wise drought assess-
ment for farmers

Rural workers urged to seek

RONA

Rural workers and families
needing employment have
been urged to use the
VBG-Ramji scheme and seek
work through their Gram Pan-
chayats.

Chandrashekar B. Kandak-
ura, Executive Officer of
Rona and Gajendragad taluks,
said eligible people should
submit Form-6, obtain a job
card and apply for employ-
ment.

Kandakura said the scheme
aims to provide wage-based
employment to adult mem-
bers of rural families in their
villages. It can provide regu-
lar income to families while
supporting the development
of villages. He appealed to
people looking for work to
approach their Gram Pancha-
yats directly and complete the
required process without de-
pending on middlemen.

He explained that families

without job cards should im-
mediately contact their con-
cerned Gram Panchayat and
apply for one. Those who al-
ready have job cards must
submit Form-6 whenever they
need employment. Gram Pan-
chayat staff can provide infor-
mation about eligibility, job
cards and the process for ap-
plying for work.

Several development activ-
ities are being carried out un-
der the rural employment pro-
gramme, creating opportuni-

jobs through scheme

ties close to home. These in-
clude road work, drainage,
lake development, water con-
servation, rainwater harvest-
ing, agricultural activities and
other rural infrastructure proj-
ects. Kandakura said such
works can provide employ-
ment while improving basic
facilities in villages.

He also directed Gram Pan-
chayats to identify families
needing employment and in-
form them about the scheme.
Job card holders should be
encouraged to submit Form-6
whenever they require work.
Kandakura urged eligible res-
idents not to hesitate to seek
employment and make use of
government support. He said
job card fairs would be held
for a month, giving workers
an opportunity to register and
access employment. The ini-
tiative is expected to help ru-
ral families find work locally
and strengthen village devel-
opment.

wastewater treat

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Deputy Lokayukta B. Veerap-
pa on Friday inspected the
wastewater treatment plant
under Maddur Municipality
and reviewed its cleanliness
and waste management ar-
rangements.

During the visit, officials
explained the treatment pro-
cess and the steps being fol-
lowed to manage wastewater
at the facility.

Veerappa directed officials
to ensure that wastewater is
treated scientifically before
disposal and that all proce-
dures follow environmental
rules. He stressed the need for
proper treatment and safe dis-
posal to protect public health
and the surrounding environ-
ment. He also asked officials
to regularly monitor the treat-
ment system and ensure that
waste management standards
are maintained.

The Deputy Lokayukta spe-
cifically instructed officials to
take permanent and precau-
tionary measures to prevent
untreated wastewater from
entering the Shimsha River
under any circumstances. He
said wastewater must be re-
leased only after proper treat-
ment and according to the
prescribed rules. Strict action
should be taken against prac-
tices that could pollute the
river or damage the nearby
environment, he added.

Veerappa also directed the
authorities to maintain
cleanliness around the treat-
ment plant and manage
waste without creating prob-
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Veerappareviews lake
protection and development

Deputy Lokayukta B. Veerappa inspected Chikka
Arasikere Lake after receiving complaints about en-
croachment. He reviewed documents, survey maps,

boundaries and the lake’s condition, directing officials to
act according to rules if encroachment is confirmed. He
stressed protecting water bodies, Rajakaluves and public
property. Later, Veerappa inspected Sulekere in Maddur
and reviewed development and maintenance works
being carried out under a Rs. 34 crore project. He direct-
ed officials to ensure quality construction and proper use
of public funds. He also ordered checks for unauthorized
construction and encroachment around the lake, stress-
ing long-term protection of public water resources.

lems for local residents. He
emphasized that environ-
mental protection rules must
be followed strictly. Maddur
Municipal Commissioner
Radhika, Mandya Deputy
Divisional Officer Shi-
vamurthy, Maddur Tahsildar

Shivakumar Biradar and oth-
er district-level officials
were present during the in-
spection. The visit highlight-
ed the need for responsible
wastewater management and
stronger protection of the
Shimsha River.

Magadi schools celebrate
Rakshabandhan with unity message

MAGADI

Rakshabandhan was celebrat-
ed with devotion and enthu-
siasm at Sri Saraswati Vidy-
amandir and Mangala Vidy-
akendra School in Magadi.

The programme high-
lighted the festival’s mes-
sage of love, protection,
unity and brotherhood.
Teachers, staff and students
participated by tying rakhis
to one another and taking a
pledge to protect the coun-
try’s unity and social har-
mony.

School president Balara-
manna said Rakshabandhan
reflects India’s tradition of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,

which means treating the
entire world as one family.
He said the festival is not
limited to religious beliefs,
but also carries social, his-
torical and cultural impor-
tance. It reminds people of
the special bond between
brothers and sisters and the
responsibility to care for
one another.

Secretary Gowreesh said
the festival has an important
role in promoting harmony
despite differences of caste,
religion, language and com-
munity. He said Rakshaband-
han should also express re-
spect and gratitude towards
soldiers guarding the nation,
workers contributing to its

progress and people serving
society. Teacher Veena Bhatt
said the rakhi represents mu-
tual respect, trust, love and
protection among people.

She urged students to pre-
serve Indian traditions and
strengthen the spirit of unity.
Headmaster H.J. Madesh,
teachers Muniraju, Veena
Bhatt, Geeta, Darshan and
Murthy, along with other
staff and students, attended
the programme. In a special
gesture, students and teach-
ers also tied rakhis to road
workers near Gandhinagar,
sharing the festival’s mes-
sage of respect and brother-
hood beyond school bound-
aries.

Udupi leaders recall Naraj}an

Guru’s equality movement

UDUPI

Udupi MLA Yashpal A. Su-
varna said Brahmashri
Narayana Guru played a ma-
jor role in spreading equality
and helping backward com-
munities enter the social
mainstream.

He said the saint’s efforts
against caste discrimination
and untouchability continue
to guide society.

Suvarna was speaking at
Narayana Guru Jayanti cele-
brations held at the Bannanje
Narayana Guru Auditorium.
The programme was organ-
ised jointly by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment and Billavara Seva
Sangha. He said Narayana
Guru promoted equality by
building temples, opening ed-
ucational institutions and
challenging social injustice.

MP Kota Srinivas Poojary
said Narayana Guru brought
social change through peace-
ful means when untouchabil-
ity was widespread. He said
the saint promoted social jus-
tice and equal rights and cre-
ated a movement that chal-
lenged deep-rooted discrimi-
nation. Coastal Development

Board Chairman M.A. Gafoor
said Guru stood with poor,
exploited and marginalised
people and worked for their
social, educational, religious
and economic progress.

Lecturer Sachendra Am-
bagilu described Narayana
Guru as a saint, philosopher
and social reformer who pro-
moted equality, brotherhood
and human values through
education, employment and
organisation. He said Guru
opposed caste discrimination,
untouchability and supersti-
tion and believed his message
belonged to society as a
whole.

Dinakar Herur, Chairman of
the Urban Development Au-
thority, also spoke at the
event, which was presided
over by Additional Deputy
Commissioner Abid Gadyal.
Prizes were presented to win-
ners of essay and painting
competitions organised across
five zones of the district on
Narayana Guru’s life and
teachings. MLA Gurme
Suresh Shetty, officials, com-
munity leaders, students and
others attended. Speakers
urged people to follow Guru’s
ideals and pass his message of
equality to future generations.

MEDIATION CAMPAIGN AIMS TO
CLEAR PENDING COURT CASES

CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

The Karnataka State Legal
Services Authority has
launched a special campaign
to help settle pending court
cases through mediation.

Justice M.H. Annaiah,
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge and Chairman of
the District Legal Services
Authority, urged people to
make use of the campaign,
which will continue until
September 30.

Speaking to reporters at the
District Court, Justice Annaiah
said “Mediation for the Nation
3.0” began on August 1. Under
the campaign, suitable pending
cases will be identified and re-

viewed before mediation. No-
tices will then be issued to the
parties, and eligible matters
will be referred to mediation
centres for settlement.

He said meetings are being
held with stakeholders, includ-
ing the Bar Association, to cre-
ate greater public awareness
about mediation and its bene-
fits. The campaign aims to re-
duce the burden of pending
cases by helping parties re-
solve disputes quickly, peace-
fully and through mutual
agreement.

Cases being considered in-
clude matrimonial disputes,
cheque bounce matters, eligi-
ble criminal cases, accident
compensation claims, partition

Gadag farmers

MALINGARAYA PUJAR
CH NEWS

Farmers across Gadag district
are angry after the govern-
ment declared only Gajen-
dragad taluk drought-affected,
despite widespread crop loss-
es and poor rainfall in several
parts of the district. Farmers’
groups say more than 80 per-
cent of monsoon crops have
dried up, leaving many fami-
lies facing serious financial
trouble. They have questioned
why the remaining taluks
were excluded from the
drought list.

According to a preliminary
joint survey by the Agricul-

ture Department, crop damage
worth about 3218 crore
has been estimated
across Gadag district.
Except for Nargund,
several taluks, in-
cluding Mundargi,
Shirahatti, Ron,
Gadag and Laksh-
meshwar, have received
less rainfall than usual.
Official figures show the
district has an overall
rainfall shortage of more
than 31 percent. Gajen-
dragad has recorded a 47 per-
cent deficit, while Gadag has
43 percent, Mundargi 33 per-
cent, Shirahatti 27 percent
and Lakshmeshwar 18 per-

disputes, eviction matters,
commercial disputes and ser-
vice-related cases. Parties in-
terested in mediation can re-
quest that their cases be trans-
ferred from courts to media-
tion centres, where trained
mediators will assist both sides
in reaching an agreement.
Justice Annaiah said earlier
campaigns had produced en-
couraging results. More than
95 cases were settled during
the first “Mediation for the
Nation” campaign, while over
60 cases were resolved under
the second campaign. He ap-
pealed to litigants to use the
current opportunity to settle
suitable disputes without pro-
longed court proceedings.

GADAG-DROUGHT-DISPUTE

demand reli
‘ i,

The appointment of a district in-charge minister to
monitor the drought situation in the district is like a
drama that took place only in name. The drought
monitoring program of the in-charge minister is
limited to publicity only, and the government is doing
the work of putting ghee in the nose of the food
earners who are in distress. We hereby urge the
government to immediately provide appropriate
scientific solutions to the crop damage of the farmers
and to start drought relief works on a war footing.

- Dr. Chandru Lamani, MLA ,

' cent.
Farmers
say the rules

used to identify drought do
not reflect conditions in their
fields. The government con-

Narayana Guru’s ideals can
build equal society: Prakash

MANDYA

The ideals and teachings of
Brahmashri Narayana Guru
remain important for building
an equal society, Mandya Ur-
ban Development Authority
Chairman B.P. Prakash said.
He was speaking at the
Brahmashri Narayana Guru
Jayanti celebrations held at
Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar
Kalamandir on Friday. The
event was organised by the
District Administration, Kan-
nada and Culture Department
and District Arya Ediga Sang-
ha. Prakash inaugurated the
programme by lighting a lamp
and offering floral tributes to
Narayana Guru’s portrait.
Prakash said Narayana Guru

made valuable contributions to
promoting equality, brother-
hood and human values. He
urged people to follow the so-
cial reformer’s ideals and en-
sure that his vision reaches fu-
ture generations. Karnataka
State Arya Eediga Sangha Dis-
trict Executive Committee
member Soumya Srinivas spoke
about Narayana Guru’s life and
reform efforts. District Sangha
president Appaji Gowda high-
lighted the organisation’s wel-
fare activities. Dignitaries who
had contributed to society were
also felicitated. Several offi-
cials, Sangha office-bearers
and community leaders attend-
ed the programme, which
highlighted the lasting rele-
vance of Guru’s message.

siders satellite-based
Green Index
readings and the
length of dry
spells while
declaring
drought.
Farmers

argue that
satellite im-
ages may
show fields as
green because
of weeds or
thorny plants,
even when crops have failed.
They also say brief rains can
interrupt the required dry
spell period, although such
showers may not provide

ef over crop loss

enough water for crops. As a
result, technical calculations
may differ from the situation
seen by farmers.

Farmer leaders have de-
manded an immediate relax-
ation of the technical rules
and a fresh field-level survey.
They want agriculture and
revenue officials to jointly in-
spect every affected farm and
calculate losses on an acre-
wise basis. They have also
demanded that the entire
Gadag district be declared
drought-affected and compen-
sation be distributed quickly.
Leaders warned that protests
would follow if their demands
were ignored.
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Officials told tointroduce
consumption-based water charges

Manjula warned villages needing water supplies could increase, urging
preventive action and asking residents to use the helpline for assistance

CH NEWS,
CHIKKABALLAPURA

Bangalore Water Supply and
Drainage Board Chairman
and District In-charge Secre-
tary Dr. N. Manjula directed
urban local bodies to install
water meters and introduce
consumption-based charges to
prevent unnecessary wastage.

She stressed that careful
water management was essen-
tial as all eight taluks in the
district have been declared
severely drought-affected.

Chairing a drinking water
and drought management
meeting at the Zilla Panchayat
Hall, Manjula said metering
would help control consump-
tion and ensure planned sup-
ply. She directed officials to
take immediate steps to intro-
duce charges based on the
quantity of water used. Offi-
cials said drinking water was
currently being supplied to 38
villages through private bore-
wells.

Manjula warned that the

Study Abroad Fair
opens doors to global
education

CHNEWS, CHITRADURGA
The Karnataka Vocational
Skill Development Corpora-
tion will conduct ‘Study
Abroad-2026’ in Bengaluru
on September 6 to help
students explore interna-
tional higher education op-
portunities. The fair will be
held at Gayatri Grand, near
Gate No. 4 of Palace
Grounds, Bengaluru. More
than 75 universities from
over 10 countries are ex-
pected to participate. Stu-
dents can learn about ad-
mission procedures, stu-
dent visas, courses and
scholarship opportunities at
the event. Interested stu-
dents must register online
before 5 pm on September
6 to participate.
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number of villages requiring
such supplies could rise if
rainfall remained poor. A
helpline, 8884777235, has
been opened for residents fac-
ing drinking water problems.
She asked officials to take
preventive measures and en-
sure that drought conditions
do not create difficulties for
people or farmers.

The meeting reviewed
drinking water supplies, avail-
able water sources, fodder,
crop damage surveys, crop
insurance registration and ag-
ricultural activities. Later,
Manjula inspected Nayana-
halli Government Higher Pri-
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mary School, checking infra-
structure, student facilities
and the learning environment.
She also visited homes in
Nayanahalli during the SIR-
2026 voter list revision and
instructed officials to ensure
eligible voters were not ex-
cluded.

She later inspected the
Government Post-Matric Vo-
cational Girls’ Hostel named
after Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, re-
viewing accommodation,
food, drinking water and oth-
er facilities. She suggested
improvements wherever nec-
essary. Deputy Commissioner
G. Prabhu, Zilla Panchayat

AT AGLANCE

« Eight taluks declared
severely drought-affected

» Water meters urged to
curb unnecessary wastage

» Consumption-based
charges proposed for
urban users

« 38 villages currently
receive private borewell
supplies

« Officials warned drought
water needs could
increase

* Helpline opened for
drinking water complaints

CEO Dr. Y. Naveen Bhat, Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er Bhaskar, Deputy Divisional
Officer D.H. Ashwin, Deputy
Secretary Atik Pasha and oth-
er officials attended. Manjula
said coordinated action would
remain important throughout
the drought period.

Great leaders’ ideals remain
society’s guiding light

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Scheduled Castes Welfare and
District In-charge Minister T.
Raghumurthy said the teach-
ings of Brahmashri Narayana
Guru and Kayakayogi Nuliya
Chandaya continue to guide
society.

He was speaking at joint
birth anniversary celebrations
organised by the district ad-
ministration and other depart-
ments on Friday.

The programme was held at
the District Collector’s Office
Hall, where the minister paid
floral tributes to portraits of
both social reformers. Raghu-
murthy said Narayana Guru
strongly opposed untouchabil-
ity and other social evils
during the 19th and 20th cen-
turies. His message encour-

aged people to gain educa-
tion, remain united and devel-
op economic independence.
The minister said Narayana
Guru worked for disadvan-
taged communities and pro-
moted education, social
equality and reform. He urged
people to follow these princi-
ples in their daily lives. He
also praised Nuliya Chan-
daya, who earned his liveli-
hood by making and selling
ropes from grass and became
an example of the “Kayakave
Kailasa” philosophy through
his dedication to work.
Raghumurthy said Chan-
daya and other Sharans
demonstrated the importance
of honest labour and contrib-
uted to social change and
Vachana literature. He noted
that figures such as Molige

Marayya, Hadapada Appanna,
Ambigara Choudayya and
Akkadakki Lakkamma also
strengthened the message of
equality through their work.

Kannada and Culture De-
partment Assistant Director
Dr. B.M. Gurunath recalled
Narayana Guru’s efforts
against caste discrimination,
illiteracy and inequality. He
also highlighted the contribu-
tions of the Sharans. Raghu-
murthy assured people that
they could bring their griev-
ances directly to the district
administration and govern-
ment, adding that he would
work with officials to address
their problems. The pro-
gramme was attended by se-
nior officials, community rep-
resentatives and other digni-
taries.

Hanagal MLA launches roads,
promises more development funds

CH NEWS, HANAGAL

Efforts are being made to pro-
vide basic facilities needed
for a better life, MLA and
Karnataka Home Board Pres-
ident Srinivas Mane said.

He launched various ce-
ment concrete road works
worth Rs. 80 lakh under the
Chief Minister’s Infrastruc-
ture Development Programme
for 2025-26 in the Yelavatti
Gram Panchayat area of
Hanagal taluk.

Mane said funds for several
development works in the ta-
luk would be released after
August. He explained that the
government was moving away
from the practice of deciding
rural development funds only
from the taluk centre. Instead,
funds are being released based
on requests from village lead-
ers and residents. He said ev-
ery village had received funds
this year and development
works had begun.

According to Mane, about
Rs. 750 crore has been allo-
cated to Hanagal taluk over
the last three years. He said
the amount has supported de-
velopment works and public

s
Mane said X750 crore
was allocated to
Hanagal taluk over
three years for
development, welfare
schemes, village
facilities and
addressing local
demands

welfare through various guar-
antee schemes. He added that
providing essential facilities
in villages remains a priority
and that local demands would
be considered while planning

future works.

As part of the programme,
Rs. 33 lakh was provided to
Yelavatti, Rs. 15 lakh to Ni-
dasangi Basapura, Rs. 5 lakh
to Badamagatti, and Rs. 15
lakh to Yellur and Yellur Plot
for CC road works. Guarantee
Scheme Implementation
Committee taluk president
Veerappa Bailawala, Block
Congress president Basana-
gouda Patil and several local
leaders and residents attended
the programme. The road
projects are expected to im-
prove village connectivity and
daily travel.

Mandya society plans broader
event industry membership

CH NEWS, MANDYA

The District Shamiana Own-
ers’ Souharda Cooperative
Society has decided to pro-
pose a new name, Mandya
District Event Organizer Sou-
harda Cooperative Society
Limited, to the government.

Association president A.C.
Ramesh announced the deci-
sion while presiding over the
annual general meeting for
2025-26 at A&A Convention
Hall in Mandya.

Ramesh said the proposed
name change aims to expand
membership, strengthen the
society financially and bring

thousands of people working
in Mandya’s event industry
under one organization. He
said the society wants to help
members achieve greater fi-
nancial independence by pro-
viding access to its facilities
and cooperative support.

He alleged that some peo-
ple were taking advantage of
shamiana shop owners by
providing loans at high inter-
est rates and conducting unau-
thorized financial transac-
tions. Ramesh urged the Co-
operation and Police depart-
ments to investigate such ac-
tivities and take strict legal
action to protect shop owners

from exploitation.

He appealed to shamiana
and marriage hall owners,
photographers, flower and
lamp decorators, orchestra art-
ists, sound and lighting provid-
ers, beauticians, singers, per-
formers, caterers and other
event professionals to join the
society. Vice president
Sharath, directors Mohan Ku-
mar, Somashekar, Lokesh,
Shankar, Ravi and Spandana,
former councillor Sridhar, An-
upama, CEO Yogananda and
others attended the meeting.
The society said wider partici-
pation would strengthen its
support for the event industry.

Government of Karnataka

(Forest Department)

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS &

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, CHILDREN PARK CUM MINI ZOO, KALABURAGI
Near Disrict court Kalaburagi, Office Phone No. 08472 -256601, email: dcf_tgulbarga@yahoo.co.in

Officials urge rural workers to obtain jobcards

CH NEWS, GADAG

awareness campaign under the
Developed India Guarantee for

scheme. He said action plans had
been prepared at Taluk Pancha-

their grievances would be ex-
amined and resolved step by

Rural workers who are not regis-
tered under the VB-G RAM G
scheme should submit the re-
quired documents to their Gram
Panchayat and obtain new job
cards, TAP Director Kumar Pu-
jara said on Friday.

He was speaking at a Job Card
Mela organized as part of an

Employment and Livelihood
Mission (Rural). Pujara also in-
spected the development work
on the canal bringing water from
Durgadevi Lake in Lakkundi vil-
lage. He urged workers to partic-
ipate in available employment
activities and take up individual
works under the VB-G RAM G

yat and Gram Panchayat levels
to provide employment to eligi-
ble workers on priority.

Several residents had already
registered for new job cards
during the mela, while others
raised issues related to family
separation and other matters. Of-
ficials assured participants that

step. The programme aimed to
help more rural families under-
stand their employment rights
and access government support.

Gram Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer Amir Nayak said
every rural family holding a job
card has a legal right to receive
work for 125 days a year.

No. DD/ZOO/OUTSOURCE/E-Tender//2026-27

:: SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION ::

1) Detail of work: Supply of Employees through Out Source & New Zoological park
Madbol Kalaburagi, 2) Budget Head: ZAK, 3) Amount of Estimate: Mini (In Lakhs) 4.750,
Max (in lakhs) 68.093, 4) Eligibility of Contractor /firm: As per tender documents, 5) Details
of Tender application Amount and EMD Amount: Tender Fee & EMD As per Tender Document,
6) Last Date & Time for Tender Queries/ Clarifications. : 02.09.2026 up to 4.00 PM, 7) Last
Date & Time for Receipt of Tender: 04.09.2026 upto 4.00 PM, 8) Date &Time for opening of
Technical Bid: 05.09.2026 after 4.30 PM, 9) Date & Time for Opening of Financial Bid :
07.09.2026 after 11.00 AM, 10) Add.Information: ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS
& DEPUTY DIRECTOR CHILDREN PARK CUM MINI ZOO, KALABURAGI, 11) Address of
E- Portal.: http:kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Assistant Conservator of Forests &
Deputy Director of Children Park Cum
Mini Zoo, Kalaburagi

Date: 25.08.2026

DIPR/Kalaburagi/482/KSMC&A/2026-27

Nayaka Samaj to honour
ministers, students in
Chitradurg

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Chitradurga Nayaka Samaj
will organize a felicitation
and talent award programme
at Sri Maharshi Valmiki Bha-
wan on August 30 at 11 a.m.
Society president B. Kantaraj
announced the programme at
a press conference held at
Patrika Bhawan.

The event will honour Min-
ister T. Raghumurthy and rec-
ognize talented students.

Kantaraj said around 100
students from the Nayaka
community will receive Prat-
ibha Puraskar awards for their
achievements in education.
Students who completed
SSLC, PUC, degree, post-
graduate, PhD, medical and
engineering courses will be
felicitated. The programme is
aimed at encouraging students
and appreciating their aca-
demic success.

Sri Jagadguru
Prasannanandapuri Mahas-
wamy will preside over the
programme. MLAs, former
ministers, retired officers,
government officials and rep-
resentatives of various orga-
nizations are expected to par-
ticipate as chief guests. Kan-

taraj said the gathering
would provide an opportuni-
ty to encourage students and
honour individuals who have
contributed to society.

MP Govinda M. Karajol,
MLA K.C. Veerendra Pappi,
former minister H. Anjaneya,
retired district collector Ran-
gaiah, retired BBMP Deputy
Commissioner Dr. J. Raju and
Chitradurga Social Welfare
Department Grade-I Assistant
Director O. Parameshwarappa
will also be felicitated during
the event. Kantaraj appealed
to community members, stu-
dents and the public to attend
in large numbers and make
the programme successful.
Retired principal Guddadesh-
warappa, Arun Kumar, Thip-
peswamy, former municipal
councillor Deepu, Gopalas-
wamy Nayaka and Katihalli
Kariyanna were present at the
press conference.

Chikkaballapura honors saints,
highlights equality and reform

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

The district administration celebrated the
birth anniversaries of 12th-century Sharan
Nulia Chandaya and Brahmashri Narayana
Guru at the District Collector’s Office Hall on
Friday. Additional Deputy Commissioner
Dr. N. Bhaskar offered floral tributes and
said the ideals of great social reformers
should be followed in everyday life to build
a fair and united society. Bhaskar said Nulia
Chandaya promoted Kayaka, Dasoha and
equality through his vachanas and life. He
considered honest work as a form of devotion
and used his earnings for the welfare of oth-
ers. His teachings stressed respect for all oc-
cupations, simple living and sharing with
society. His message also strongly opposed
discrimination based on caste and creed.

The officials highlighted Narayana Guru’s
contribution to social, educational and eco-
nomic reform. His message of “One Caste,
One Religion, One God” promoted human
equality and challenged social divisions. He
encouraged education as a way to overcome
ignorance and superstition and supported equal
educational opportunities for women and dis-
advantaged communities.Narayana Guru also
encouraged economic self-reliance through
employment, industry and self-employment.
He spoke against wasteful practices and harm-
ful social customs. Associate Professor Krish-
nappa delivered a lecture on the teachings of
both reformers. Community achievers were
felicitated during the programme. Kannada
and Culture Department Assistant Director
Ravi Kumar, community leaders Devaraju,
Chickappaiah, Venkataramanaswamy, Suguna
Ashwath, Vijay Kumar, office-bearers and dis-
trict officials attended the event.

Govt of Karnataka
Ol/o Executive Engineer, PWD, Udupi Division
Udupi - 576101. C.No : (0820) 2531802
No.PWD:UDN:NIT-17:2026-27:AE-2 Dated: 28.08.2026

Short term Tender Notification (2nd Call)

It is here by notified for the information of intending eligible
registered contractor in Karnataka PWD, through e-portal
“kppp.-karnataka.gov.in” as per Karnataka tranperency in public
procurement act - 2023, as per specified terms & condition notified
there in. The Last date for submission of tender on 05.09.2026
through E-procurement portal “kppp.karnataka.gov.in” under
5054-80-190-0-01-132 head, 1 work costing Rs. 379.23 Lakhs
(excluding GST) for KRDCL Brdige Work. For more information
contact office during office hours. Sd/-, Executive Engineer,
Public works department

DIPR/ADU/KSMCA/297/26-27 Dt: 28.08.2026 Udupi Division, Udupi.

\BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer
(Building Maintenance & Transport), Ground Floor,
Annex-2 building, BCCC Head Office, N.R.Square,

Bengaluru - 560 002

No: EE/B.M&T/TEND/04/2026-27 Date:28.08.2026
SECTION 1: INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

Short Term Tender Notification (Two Cover System)
(Through GOK KPP Portal only)
The Executive Engineer, (Building Maintenance & Transport)
Invites tenders on behalf of the Hon’ble Commissioner, BCCC,

Bengaluru from eligible Tenderers for the construction of works
detailed in the table below.

N Name of the Work

No.

Painting to Grills and Other Allied works @ GBA HO
. |Premises.
Approx. Amount put to Tender: Rs.10,04,779/- EMD: Rs.25,200/-
Calendar of Events: (1) Availability of Tender Document:
29.08.2026 onwards. (2) Last date for uploading the Filled
Proposals: 05.09.2026, 16:30 hrs. (3) Opening of Proposals:
07.09.2026 at 16:30 hrs. Sd/- Executive Engineer
Building Maintenance & Transport
Bengaluru Central City Corporation

-

CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, CHITRADURGA-577501
(Telephone & Fax No. 08195- 200094
E-mail :ka.chitradurga.cmc@gmail.com

No.CMC: Technical(1)/Tender:CR:07/2026-27, Date:-25-08-2026

Karnatak Public Procurement
portal Full term Tender

Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Full-Term Tender
Notification(Applications invited as per Standard Tender
Document KW-4 Rules)On behalf of the Governor of the State
of Karnataka within the limits of Chitradurga Municipal Council
Proposed Construction of Central Meat Market at Chitradurga
Cityto implement the procurement execute works, CMC
Enterprises fund of Rs.350.00 lakhs. Item-wise tenders have
been invited via the 'two-cover system' on the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal for Eligible contractors registered with the
Karnataka Public Works Department or the Electricity
Departmentas wellare invited to participate. Please visit the
department's website for documents related to the Karnataka
Public Procurement Portal.Applications will not be accepted
at this office through this mode alone. Details are provided
below. For further information, one may consult the engineers
in the City Municipal Council's works division or visit the
municipal website at www.chitradurgacity.mrc.gov.in. The GST
amount will be paid separately. (Indent No.DMA/2026-27/BD/
WORK_INDENT60184) (Maximum amount: Rs. 350.00 lakhs).
Full-Term Tender Notification (Sl.no.1 Pre Bid meeting Date:
22-09-2026 at 11.00 AM, SI.No.2 Last date for submission of
Applications as per K.P.P. Portal for blank tender forms and
submission of filled schedule-B 28-09-2026 up to 5.00 PM
(3) Date of opening the Tender (Technical) 29-09-2026 at 5.30
PM (4) Date of opening the Tender (Financial) 30.09.2026 at
5.30 PM or After approval of Technical Bid (6) Application Fee
(Non-returnable) As per K.P.P. Portal Rules.

DIPR/CTA/KSMCA/
296/2026-27

Sd/- Municipal commissioner.
City municipal Council Chitrdurga.

(CH)CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad
contact: 080-41209042
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ED Arrests ThreeIn
Z30,000 crores cyber
fraud case

PANAIJI
The Enforcement Direc-
torate has arrested
three more peoplein a
money laundering probe
linked to a nationwide
cyber fraud network in-
volving transactions
worth 030,000 crore.
Bhushan Suryakant
Moye, Vilas Narayan
Pawar and Shailesh
Dagdu were arrested on
Thursday and sent to
ED custody until Sep-
tember 1. With these ar-
rests, the total number
of people held by the
ED’s Panaiji office has
reached five. The probe
began after a Goa wom-
an was allegedly cheat-
ed of 02.60 crore in
2025.

Mumbai woman
loses Rs 7.21 crore
inscam.

Mumbai
A 68-year-old woman from
south Mumbai allegedly
lost Rs 7.21 crore after cyber
fraudsters posed as govern-
ment and police officials.
They reportedly told her
that her mobile number
was linked to money laun-
dering and terror funding.
The accused sent fake no-
tices and orders supposedly
issued by a court, the RBI
and the Enforcement Direc-
torate. Fearing arrest and le-
gal action, the retired pri-
vate company employee al-
legedly broke her fixed de-
posits, redeemed mutual
funds and transferred mon-
ey to several bank accounts.

Rahul Gandhi gets
support for 2029 PM bid

TN Minister P Viswanathan said Rahul Gandhi is INDIA bloc’s
PM candidate for 2029, amid debate over oppn leadership

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Minister P
Viswanathan on Friday said
Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi would be the INDIA bloc’s
“definitive” prime ministerial
candidate for the 2029 Lok
Sabha elections. His state-
ment came as political discus-
sions continued over who
could lead the opposition alli-
ance in the next general elec-
tion.

Viswanathan said Congress
leaders were united in their
support for Gandhi. He de-
scribed him as the party’s
“beloved leader” and the
Leader of the Opposition. Ac-
cording to the minister, Con-
gress had no confusion about
its choice and considered
Gandhi the alliance’s prime
ministerial candidate for
2029.

His remarks came at a time
when some Tamil Nadu min-
isters and legislators from the
ruling TVK have been sup-
porting Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay as a possible na-
tional leader. The discussion

A TN

“Our beloved leader and Leader of the
Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, is the INDIA
bloc’s prime ministerial candidate for
2029

P. Vishwanathan, TN Minster

has added to the wider politi-
cal debate over potential
prime ministerial faces for the
next Lok Sabha election. Oth-
er names, including former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, have also figured in
these discussions.
Viswanathan also spoke
about the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s response to the situa-
tion in Nepal, where tourists
from the state were stranded
amid severe flash floods. He
said a four-member ministeri-
al team was sent to Nepal on

TN CM Vijay ranks
third in the 2029 PM
preference survey with
9.2% support, behind
Narendra Modi and
Rahul Gandhi. His strong
showing, despite enter-
ing politics only in 2024,
highlights his growing
presence in national
politics.

Thursday night to supervise
relief and assistance efforts.
Dedicated control rooms were
also opened in Chennai and
New Delhi to monitor devel-
opments around the clock.
The minister further de-
fended the functioning of the
Tamil Nadu Assembly after
criticism from the opposition
over the time spent on what it
called unnecessary discus-
sions. Viswanathan said the
Assembly was the proper
place for elected representa-
tives to debate public issues.
His comments come as polit-
ical parties begin shaping
their positions well ahead of
the 2029 Lok Sabha elections

MLA climbs into road hole
to protest bad roads

KANPUR

Samajwadi Party MLA
Hasan Roomi climbed into
an 18-foot-deep pit on VIP
Road in Kanpur to stage a
symbolic protest against
the city's poor road condi-
tions during the monsoon.
A section of the roughly
five-metre-wide road col-
lapsed after continuous
rain on Tuesday and
Wednesday, leaving be-
hind a crater about 18 feet
deep. Rainwater rushed
into the opening, creating
alarming scenes as water
poured from the damaged
road into the pit. Videos of
the incident later spread
widely on social media.
Roomi, who represents
Cantt Assembly constitu-
ency, reached the spot on
Thursday afternoon and
climbed down using a lad-
der. Samajwadi Party
workers and local resi-
dents gathered nearby
while officials were in-
formed about the protest.
Despite the rain, Roomi
continued his dharna for
nearly five hours, demand-
ing answers from authori-
ties over the condition of
the road and the lack of

SP MLA Hasan Roomi
entered an 18-foot-deep
road pit in Kanpur to
protest poor road
conditions after heavy
rain caused a section of
VIP Road to collapse.

action.

He called the situation
serious negligence and
questioned the depart-
ments responsible for road
construction and mainte-
nance. Roomi demanded
action against officials and
the agency concerned if
wrongdoing or negligence
was established. He said
public safety should not be
compromised because

such damaged roads could
put motorists and pedestri-
ans at risk, especially
during heavy rainfall and
poor visibility.

Following the protest,
authorities assured Roomi
that steps would be taken
to fill the crater and ad-
dress the danger. Officials
also agreed to examine
how the road collapsed
and conduct a inquiry into
the matter. The assurance
came after residents and
party workers gathered at
the site. The incident has
once again raised concerns
about road quality, mainte-
nance and public safety in
Kanpur during the mon-
soon season.

SC pushes faster trials in dowry cases

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has is-
sued a series of directions to
speed up trials in dowry cas-
es, expressing concern that
many people involved in giv-
ing or demanding dowry es-
cape punishment. A bench of
Justices Sanjay Karol and Au-
gustine George Masih said
courts must make efforts to
complete such cases within a
reasonable timeframe and
asked high courts to regularly
review pending criminal ap-

peals.

The court directed trial
courts to ensure the accused
appears promptly after a
chargesheet is filed. Courts
should then consider framing
charges within 60 to 90 days,
as far as possible, while fol-
lowing legal safeguards under
the CrPC and BNSS.

The bench also asked courts
to discourage unnecessary ad-
journments and record written
reasons whenever an adjourn-
ment is granted. If an accused
person's lawyer repeatedly

remains absent without suffi-
cient reason, Legal Aid Coun-
sel or an Amicus Curiae may
be appointed to prevent de-
lays.

The Supreme Court further
directed states, Union territo-
ries and high courts to organ-
ise regular training and sensi-
tisation programmes for judi-
cial officers, police personnel,
prosecutors, protection offi-
cers and counsellors. These
programmes are to be con-
ducted through judicial acad-
emies, police training institu-

tions and other suitable bod-
ies.

The court noted that dowry
remains deeply rooted in so-
ciety despite the Dowry Pro-
hibition Act, 1961. It said
tackling the practice requires
coordinated efforts from the
judiciary, legislature, law en-
forcement agencies and civil
society. The directions aim to
make the legal process more
efficient and ensure that cases
involving dowry do not re-
main pending for long peri-
ods.

TN MLA demands X1 crore from
Stalin over defamation

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu PWD Minister
and TVK leader Aadhav Ar-
juna has approached the Ma-
dras High Court, seeking X1
crore in damages from DMK
president M K Stalin over
alleged defamatory remarks
against him. The court on
Friday issued notice to Sta-
lin and the DMK Informa-
tion Technology wing. Jus-
tice K Govindarajan
Thilakavadi directed the re-
spondents to respond and
fixed September 15 for the
next hearing.

Arjuna’s petition is linked
to a civil suit in which he al-
leged that a post published
by the DMK IT wing on its
official X account, @DM-
KITwing, on June 8, 2026,
contained false and damag-
ing claims about him. Ac-
cording to Arjuna, the post
seriously affected his repu-
tation, dignity, credibility
and standing in public life.

In his application, Arjuna
argued that the publication

¥

was not simply the work of
an individual social media
worker. He alleged that it
was issued as part of a wider
plan and carried out with the
directions, approval and su-
pervision of Stalin. He
claimed that Stalin, as the
party chief, exercised over-
all authority over the DMK’s
IT wing and its activities.
Arjuna has asked the court
to award X1 crore as com-
pensation for the alleged
damage caused by the publi-
cation. He has also sought
an order preventing Stalin
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and the DMK IT wing from
making or publishing similar
statements about him in the
future. The allegations made
by Arjuna are part of the on-
going legal proceedings and
will be considered by the
court.The Madras High
Court’s notice marks the be-
ginning of the court’s con-
sideration of the claims. The
matter will come up again
on September 15, when the
responses of Stalin and the
DMK IT wing are expected
to be placed before the
court.

India holds talks with BRICS
states over declaration

NEW DELHI

India is holding “frank” dis-
cussions with all BRICS
member states to reach an
agreement on a joint decla-
ration for the group’s sum-
mit in New Delhi next
month. The talks come amid
differences between Iran
and the United Arab Emir-
ates over the ongoing West
Asia conflict.
Preparatory meetings
have focused on territorial
integrity, protection of ci-
vilians and infrastructure,
and the uninterrupted move-
ment of maritime trade. In-
dia is also pushing for dia-
logue and diplomacy to help
resolve the West Asia crisis.
India will host the 18th
BRICS Summit on Septem-
ber 12 and 13. Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Irani-
an President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Russian
President Vladimir Putin
are expected to attend. Xi’s
visit will be his first to In-
dia in seven years, with a

meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi also ex-
pected.

The differences between
Iran and the UAE have
complicated efforts to pre-
pare a common statement. A
BRICS foreign ministers’
meeting in May ended with-
out a joint statement be-
cause of disagreements be-
tween the two countries.

Indian officials have indi-
cated that the chair’s state-
ment and outcome docu-
ment issued after the May
meeting could provide a
basis for the upcoming dec-
laration. Two paragraphs in
that document had not re-
ceived full agreement.

India’s External Affairs
Ministry said its BRICS
chairship is guided by the
theme “Building for Resil-
ience, Innovation, Coopera-
tion and Sustainability”.
Officials said India is con-
tinuing discussions with
members to build consensus
on key issues before the
summit.

TN liguor shops shift to digital orders from Sept 1

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu State Market-
ing Corporation (TASMAC)
will introduce a fully digital
system for ordering liquor
stocks at retail shops across
the state from September 1.
The new system is designed
to make stock requests fast-
er, reduce paperwork and
help shops receive supplies
according to local customer
demand.

Under the new process,
shop supervisors will use
handheld devices to place
stock orders. The system
will automatically display
the eligible quantity for
each outlet, arranged ac-
cording to brands and pack
sizes. Supervisors will not

be allowed to reduce these
system-generated quanti-
ties, but they can increase
orders by up to 20 per cent
depending on demand.

The new system will also
allow supervisors to add
registered brands that are
not included in their auto-
matically generated list.
This provision is intended
to help shops meet local
preferences. However, ev-
ery final indent submission
will require one-time pass-
word (OTP) authentication
sent to the registered mobile
number of the designated
supervisor. TASMAC Man-
aging Director K Nanthaku-
mar issued the directive on
Friday, stating that physical
submission of indents at

Sept 1: Digital orders
begin.

20%o: Extra stock al-
lowed

OTP: Required for or-
ders.

No paperwork: Manual
orders end

District Manager offices
would be completely dis-
continued. Once the quanti-
ties are confirmed through
the digital system, the or-
ders will be sent directly to
local depots for dispatch.
Shop supervisors will have

the main responsibility for
checking and confirming
the orders.

TASMAC is currently
conducting a pilot pro-
gramme before the system
becomes mandatory state-
wide. During this phase,
printed copies signed by

district managers are being
processed to assess how
well the new system works.
The digital process is ex-
pected to improve stock dis-
tribution, reduce delays and
make ordering more organ-
ised across Tamil Nadu’s
retail liquor network.

ABVP workers protest poor
college facilities

INDORE

ABVP workers entered the
Indore Collectorate while pro-
testing alleged poor basic fa-
cilities in Madhya Pradesh
government colleges. Police
stopped the protesters at the
main gate, but some workers
removed barricades and en-
tered the premises. The pro-
test focused on improving
basic campus infrastructure
and facilities for students.

Eyewitnesses said the pro-
testers initially raised slogans
outside the collectorate before
attempting to enter. After be-
ing stopped, some workers
reportedly removed the barri-
cades and shook the closed
gate of the complex. Police
said no untoward incident oc-
curred during the demonstra-
tion.

Pandhrinath police station
in-charge Satish Patel said no
case had been registered so

far in connection with the
protest. He also said the situ-
ation remained under control
throughout the demonstration.

ABVP Indore Maha Nagar
unit secretary Devesh Gurjar
said the organisation had in-
formed the administration
about its planned peaceful
protest. He said the workers
wanted to submit a memoran-
dum listing their demands but
were stopped at the main gate,
which angered the protesters.

The demonstration comes
amid growing discussions
over issues affecting young
people and students. ABVP
has demanded better facilities
in government colleges, while
the administration is expected
to consider the concerns
raised by the student organi-
sation. The incident has high-
lighted continuing student
demands for improved cam-
pus infrastructure in Madhya
Pradesh.

IIT Delhi Director takes
responsibility for student death

NEW DELHI

IIT Delhi Director Rangan
Banerjee has rejected de-
mands for the resignation or
suspension of senior faculty
members following the death
of 31-year-old MSc Physics
student Rishikesh Kumar. He
said he would accept respon-
sibility for any lapses found
by an independent inquiry.

Speaking in an interview
released by the institute, Ba-
nerjee said suspending offi-
cials before the inquiry would
be unfair because it would
suggest that evidence already
existed against them. He
asked protesting students to
wait for the external panel’s
findings, which are expected
in about two weeks.

“I am accountable, I am re-
sponsible,” Banerjee said, as-
suring students that the insti-
tute would act on the findings.
The external panel has been
reconstituted and is headed by
retired Delhi High Court
judge Justice Mukta Gupta.
Students have been demand-

ing an independent probe, ac-
tion against senior officials
and compensation for Ku-
mar’s family.

Banerjee also admitted that
the institute had not done
enough on student mental
health and wellness. He said
the number of counsellors had
been increased to 15 and that
more counsellors would be
recruited. The institute also
plans to review its counselling
system and introduce men-
tal-health awareness pro-
grammes for faculty and staff.

The director said IIT Delhi
would provide financial assis-
tance to Kumar’s family
through eligible medical re-
imbursements and its benevo-
lent fund.

He also assured protesting
students that no disciplinary
action would be taken against
them.

Banerjee said student well-
ness and infrastructure would
remain his priorities for the
rest of his tenure and urged
students and faculty to work
together to rebuild trust.

Marathi rule deadline extended for drivers

MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has given au-
to-rickshaw and taxi drivers one more year to learn basic
Marathi, easing protests but increasing tensions between the
BJP and Shiv Sena.The language requirement had been strictly
enforced from August 20, leading to protests, clashes and a
shortage of taxis and autorickshaws across the Mumbai metro-
politan region. Many drivers are from North Indian states.

Transport Minister Pratap Sarnaik, who is considered close
to Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, had earlier pushed for
strict enforcement. Fadnavis announced the extension after
meeting representatives of auto and taxi unions.
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Teendies after
fallingintoold
borewell

CH NEWS, Kanpur
A16-year-old girl, Yashi
Savita, died after falling

into an old borewell in Pur-
vamir village, Kanpur, amid
heavy rainfall. The ground
reportedly collapsed, caus-
ing her to fall into the
muddy pit. Police, Fire De-
partment, SDRF and NDRF
teams launched an eight-
hour rescue operation, us-
ing a JCB and manual dig-
ging to reach her. The girl
was eventually pulled out
and taken to a hospital,
where doctors declared
her brought dead. Officials
said the inquest and
post-mortem procedures
are underway.

Three more
arrested inteen
death caseinJ & K

CHNEWS, JAMMU
Jammu and Kashmir Police
have arrested three more
people in connection with
the alleged rape and death
of a tribal teenage girl in
Kishtwar. The girl allegedly
died on August 20 after a
failed abortion attempt
following months of
alleged abuse by her
school headmaster. A hos-
pital sweeper and two rel-
atives of the headmaster
were among those arrest-
ed, taking the total arrests
to five. The headmaster
and his brother were earli-
er arrested and the head-
master suspended. A
Special Investigation Team
is conducting a time-
bound probe.

- CENtrea

-~ ppoints three officers
g inNTA overhaul after NEET row

After the NEET UG controversy, the Centre has strengthened the National Testing
Agency by appointing three senior officers and introducing further examination reforms.

NEW DELHI

The Centre has appointed two
directors and a joint director to
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) as part of its ongoing
overhaul following the NEET
UG controversy. The appoint-
ments were announced through
official orders issued by the
Department of Personnel and
Training on August 27.

IAS officer Prasanna Ven-
katesh V and IPS officer Ravi
Kumar Singh have been ap-
pointed as directors in the
NTA. Venkatesh, a 2012-batch
IAS officer, has been posted
under the Central Staffing
Scheme for five years. He has
earlier served in senior posi-
tions in Andhra Pradesh.

Singh, also a 2012-batch of-
ficer from the Andhra Pradesh
cadre, has been appointed to
the NTA for five years. He was
earlier associated with the Del-
hi Police’s Economic Offences
Wing as Deputy Commissioner
of Police and has now been
shifted to the Department of
Higher Education.

The government has also ap-
pointed 2016-batch Indian

Revenue Service officer Amit
Samdariya as joint director at
the deputy secretary level. His
tenure in the NTA will be for
four years, according to the of-
ficial order.

The appointments are part of
wider changes being intro-
duced at the examination agen-
cy after protests over alleged
irregularities in NEET UG-
2026. The Centre has also re-

IN FOCUS

= 2 new directors appointed

m 1 joint director appointed

m 5 years tenure for each
director

m 4 years tenure for joint director

m 47 NTA officials removed

m 4-level question paper check-
ing system proposed

moved 47 NTA officials. Fur-
ther reforms are expected to
include changes in outsourcing
procedures and a four-level
system to check question pa-
pers, aimed at strengthening
examination security and pre-
venting leaks.
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Bihar govt agrees to single-

phase TRE-4 exam

PATNA

The Bihar government has
agreed to conduct the Teacher
Recruitment Examination-4
(TRE-4) in a single phase after
talks with protesting students.
Following the agreement, stu-
dent representatives decided to
withdraw their protest.

The government will also
form an examination reforms
committee headed by a Patna
High Court judge. The panel
will examine students’ com-
plaints about recruitment exams
and suggest changes to improve
transparency and fairness.

The meeting also discussed

the demand for a “one candi-
date, one result” system, the
70th BPSC examination, police
sub-inspector recruitment and
alleged paper leaks. Officials
said action would be taken ac-
cording to existing rules.

The BPSC has announced
recruitment for 32,388 teachers
through TRE-4. Applications
will be accepted from Septem-
ber 1 to September 30, while
the examination date is yet to
be announced.

The government also agreed
to work on a recruitment calen-
dar and improve transparency
in question papers, OMR sheets
and answer sheets.

Bihar replaces “fail’ with ‘skills
eligible’ on marksheets

PATNA

Bihar students appearing for
Class 10 and 12 board exam-
inations will no longer see the
word “fail” on their mark-
sheets. The Education Depart-
ment has decided to replace it
with “Kaushal ke liye patra”,
meaning “eligible for skills”,
in a move aimed at protecting
students’ confidence.
Education Minister
Mithilesh Tiwari announced
the change during a review
meeting on Thursday. He said
scoring fewer marks should
not be treated as a measure of
a student’s talent. The depart-
ment will amend the rules,
after which the Bihar School
Examination Board will issue
instructions for implementing

“ “It is necessary to
maintain the morale

of children.”
- Mithilesh Tiwari, Education Minister

the change.

The minister said the deci-
sion was taken to maintain
students’ morale and encour-
age them to focus on develop-
ing their skills. The depart-
ment also plans to introduce
special classes for students
appearing for the Matric sup-
plementary examination.
These month-long classes will
provide additional preparation
and help students improve
their chances of clearing the
examination.

The decision comes along-
side other changes in Bihar’s
school education system.

Government schools now
have shorter Saturdays, with
the day being observed as a
“no-bag day”. Students are
expected to take part in activ-
ities such as theatre, music
and other creative pro-
grammes instead of regular
classroom work.

The department is also
planning wider reforms in
teaching and student develop-
ment. Teachers will use addi-
tional time for lesson plan-
ning, assessment, remedial
classes and other academic
work. The latest move on
marksheets reflects the gov-
ernment’s effort to reduce the
emphasis on examination re-
sults and give students greater
opportunities to build skills
and continue their education.

Mamata warns BJP over
rally restrictions i

R,

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress chief Ma-
mata Banerjee on Friday ac-
cused the BJP government in
West Bengal of using the police
to create fear and restrict her
party’s public meetings. Ad-
dressing a rally of the TMC stu-
dents’ wing in Kolkata, she said
she would challenge such re-
strictions and continue reaching
out to people across the state.
Banerjee alleged that the po-
lice had a more humane appro
ach during her government but
had now been turned into a “mo
nstrous entity” under the BJP.
She accused the ruling party of
practising divisive politics and
using the police against TMC
supporters. She said stopping

Ri!

“ 1 would “walk through
the streets” if denied

permission for public

- Mamata Banerjee, Former CM

public meetings would not pre-
vent her from meeting people.
The former chief minister
said she would soon begin a
tour of West Bengal. If authori-
ties refused permission for pub-
lic meetings, she said she would
walk through the streets and

n Bengal

meet people directly. Banerjee
also said she did not want to re-
peatedly approach the courts
whenever local administrations
denied permission for rallies.
Instead, she said her party
would seek people’s support to
hold meetings at the venues it
chooses. Taking a sharper tone
against the BJP, Banerjee said
she would see how many eggs
and bricks were available, refer-
ring to alleged attacks on TMC
leaders in different parts of the
state.

Banerjee also accused the
BJP of influencing the previous
Assembly elections through the
Election Commission and al-
leged that voter names were il-
legally removed from electoral
rolls.

Faridabad station
work to disrupt train
services for 45 days

NEW DELHI

Railway redevelopment work
at Faridabad station will affect
train services for 45 days, with
nine trains cancelled and 20
others scheduled to skip the
station. The work is being car-
ried out to improve the station
and support smoother train
operations.

The station is located on the
Hazrat Nizamuddin-Palwal
section and comes under
Northern Railway’s Delhi Di-
vision. Officials said the
changes are necessary to facil-
itate the planned construction
and other work at the station.

According to Northern Rail-
way, a power and traffic block
will be imposed at Platforms 2
and 3, corresponding to Line
numbers 4 and 5. The restric-
tions will affect the movement

and stoppage patterns of sev-
eral trains passing through
Faridabad.

As part of the changes, nine
trains will remain cancelled
during the affected period. An-
other 20 trains will operate
without stopping at Faridabad
station. Some services may
also face platform changes be-
cause of the ongoing work.

Northern Railway Chief
Public Relations Officer Hi-
manshu Shekhar Upadhyay
said the temporary changes
were linked to the station
redevelopment work. Passen-
gers travelling through Farid-
abad have been advised to
check train schedules and
stoppage details before
beginning their journey. The
restrictions will remain in
place for the planned 45-day
work period.

Odisha intensifies food safety checks statewide

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha has intensified food
safety checks across the state
amid continuous rainfall and
the upcoming festive season.
The drive aims to prevent the
sale of unsafe, stale and adulter-
ated food items and was or-
dered by the state Health and
Family Welfare Department.

Food safety teams conducted
raids between August 25 and 27
across all 30 districts and six
municipal corporations, includ-
ing Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Ro-
urkela, Puri, Sambalpur and
Berhampur. Officials inspected

food shops, markets and other
establishments during the en-
forcement drive. A total of
3,605 kg of unsafe sweets and
stale food were seized and de-
stroyed. Officials also collected
475 suspected food samples for
chemical testing. Penalties
worth Rs 2,84,500 were im-
posed on shop owners, while
notices were issued to 189 food
establishments found violating
safety requirements.

State Food Safety Commis-
sioner Dr Poma Tudu directed
district teams to continue in-
spections and take legal action
against offenders. Sixty-one

food safety teams have been
formed for the drive, with offi-
cials from different departments
working together to strengthen
enforcement. Food Safety Des-
ignated Officer Dr Pratikshya
Mohapatra said further action
would be taken after laboratory
reports and responses from es-
tablishments receiving notices.

Authorities have also urged
consumers to check food quali-
ty, cleanliness and labelling be-
fore buying products during the
festive season. The enforcement
drive is expected to continue
across Odisha to protect public
health.

Punjab CM transfers Rs 181 crore to women beneficiaries

AMRITSAR

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-

want Mann on Friday an-
nounced the transfer of Rs
181.50 crore as three months’
Sanman Rashi to 5.30 lakh ad-
ditional women under the
Mawan-Dheeyan Satkar Yojna.
With this payment, the total
number of women receiving
benefits under the scheme has
reached 70.92 lakh.

Mann said the government is
working to bring one crore
women under the scheme. He
also announced that Rs 51
crore has already been provid-
ed as incentives to 1.38 lakh
Satkar Sakhis who helped with

______HIMACHALSWINEFLU

registrations. Another Rs 25
crore will be given to Angan-
wadi workers for their support.

Addressing a gathering at
Baba Bakala in Amritsar dis-
trict during Rakhri Punia,
Mann criticised opposition
leaders and accused them of
using religion for political pur-
poses. He said people had re-
jected leaders who, according
to him, had ignored public con-
cerns while in power.

Mann also attacked the Aka-

li Dal, accusing its previous
governments of failing to ad-
dress sacrilege cases, drug-re-
lated issues and other concerns.
He alleged that the party was
now seeking an alliance with
the BJP mainly to return to
power.

The Chief Minister also crit-
icised the BJP over its handling
of the farmers’ protests against
the farm laws. He said Punjabis
would remember what he de-
scribed as the party’s unfair
treatment of farmers and the
state. Mann said the AAP gov-
ernment’s focus remained on
Punjab and its people, while
urging voters not to be influ-
enced by political alliances.

Himachal reports seven new swine flu cases

KANGRA

Swine flu cases are increasing
in Himachal Pradesh’s Kangra
district, with seven new infec-
tions reported in the past two
days. Health officials said more
than 33 people have tested pos-
itive for Influenza A (HIN1) in
the district during the last six
months. More than 200 people
have been tested so far.
Kangra Chief Medical Offi-
cer Dr Omesh Bharti said four
positive cases were detected on
Thursday and three more on
Friday. He said health authori-

ties are seeing around five to
six cases every month, but
there is currently no evidence
of an outbreak. He advised res-
idents to stay alert and seek

KEY INISGHTS

m 33+ positive HIN1 cases
reported in six months.

m 7 new cases detected in the
past two days.

m 200+ people tested in Kangra.

m 5-6 cases reported every
month on average.

= No new mutations detected in
the circulating H1N1 virus.

medical help if symptoms ap-
pear.

People suffering from cold,
cough or fever have been ad-
vised to wear masks and under-
go testing. Dr Bharti also
stressed the importance of eat-
ing nutritious food and drink-
ing enough water. He said there
was no need for panic, but tak-
ing preventive measures could
help reduce the spread of infec-
tion.

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion has also issued an advisory
over the seasonal rise in HIN1
cases during the monsoon. It
advised people not to take anti-
biotics or antiviral medicines

without medical advice and
urged patients with serious
symptoms to seek immediate
treatment.

The IMA said most HIN1
infections are mild and usually
resolve on their own. Common
symptoms include sudden fe-
ver, chills, dry cough, sore
throat, body aches, tiredness,
headache and a blocked or run-
ny nose. Children may also
experience nausea, vomiting or
loose stools. The IMA said
monitoring remains important,
although no new virus muta-
tion has been detected.

Telangana, Maharashtra to

discuss water project

-

HYDERABAD

Officials from Telangana and
Maharashtra will meet in New
Delhi on September 1 to dis-
cuss technical and interstate
issues linked to the proposed
Tummidihatti barrage on the
Pranahita River. The meeting
has been called by the Central
Water Commission (CWC) and
will be chaired by its chairman
at Sewa Bhawan.

Senior officials from the Wa-
ter Resources Departments of
both states are expected to at-
tend. The project has remained
a point of disagreement, mainly
over Telangana’s demand to
raise the barrage height. Maha-
rashtra has objected to the pro-
posal because of concerns
linked to land submergence.

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy has been seek-
ing the Centre’s intervention to
find a solution. In May, he
wrote to Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
seeking talks between the two
states. He later wrote to Union

Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil on
August 5, asking for active sup-
port from the Centre.

The barrage was originally
planned at a height of 152 me-
tres. Maharashtra agreed to a
reduced height of 148 metres in
2016. Telangana now says the
148-metre level would not pro-
vide enough water for northern
districts, including Adilabad,
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
Medak. Officials have also said
that pumping water at this level
would increase electricity costs,
while gravity flow would not
be sufficient.

The project is expected to
irrigate about 2.5 lakh acres in
Adilabad and support water
supply to other areas through
gravity flow. Telangana has
said it wants the barrage to pro-
vide long-term benefits to
drought-prone regions without
creating a heavy power burden.
The September 1 meeting is
expected to help both states ex-
amine the differences and work
towards a mutually acceptable
solution.

CBI arrests three in
Rs 40 lakh bribe case

NEW DELHI

The CBI has arrested two GST
officials and a private person in
Maharashtra’s Raigad district in
a Rs 40 lakh bribery case. The
accused are Additional Com-
missioner Vinay Kumar Kan-
theti, Superintendent Rakesh
Kumar Sinha and Narinder Ra-
jput. The case was registered
after Sinha allegedly demanded

Rs 1.50 crore to settle a GST
and royalty matter involving a
stone-quarrying firm. The de-
mand was later reduced to Rs
40 lakh. The CBI laid a trap and
arrested Rajput while accepting
the money. The officials al-
legedly acknowledged the pay-
ment. Searches at the accused
persons’ premises led to the re-
covery of Rs 43 lakh in cash
and jewellery worth Rs 90 lakh.
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APACGenZlagsin

mobile cybersecurity

New Delhi
Gen Z users in the Asia-Pa-
cific region are less likely
than older generations to
use antivirus software or
regularly change passwords
despite spending significant
time online. The survey of
about 7,200 people found
56 per cent of APAC Gen Z
respondents spend more
time online than offline,
while 75 per cent use smart-
phones as their main inter-
net device. Only 26 per cent
rated their understanding of
digital threats as advanced.
Just 22 per cent use mobile
antivirus software and 35
per cent regularly change
passwords. Meanwhile, 90
per cent experienced at
least one cyber incident
during the past year.

Sugar prices fall 20%
as supply measures
intensify

New Delhi
Sugar prices have declined
by around 20 per cent as
the government stepped
up measures to prevent
hoarding and ensure ade-
quate supplies in the do-
mestic market. The fall in
prices follows increased
monitoring of sugar stocks
and efforts to curb exces-
sive holding by traders and
other market participants.
Authorities have been
working to maintain suffi-
cient availability and pre-
vent artificial shortages
from pushing up prices.
The government’s meas-
ures are aimed at protect-
ing consumers while main-
taining stability in the sug-
ar market. Officials are
closely monitoring supply
and prices across markets
to ensure that essential
stocks remain available.
The decline is expected to
provide relief to consumers
and help contain price
pressures.

IIP growth slows to
6.7%in July

New Delhi
India’s industrial produc-
tion growth slowed to 6.7%
in July 2026, compared
with 8.8% recorded in
June, official data showed.
Despite the moderation,
July’s performance was the
second-highest growth re-
corded by the Index of In-
dustrial Production (lIP)
since December last year,
indicating continued
strength in key industrial
sectors. The July expansion
was mainly supported by
the manufacturing sector,
along with electricity and
gas supply. The improve-
ment in these segments
helped industrial activity
maintain momentum de-
spite the month-on-month
slowdown in overall pro-
duction growth. Econo-
mists said the latest figures
point to a mixed picture for
the Indian economy. While
industrial activity remains
relatively strong, concerns
over weak rural consump-
tion could affect the pace
of growth in the coming
months. Rural demand re-
mains an important factor
for consumer goods com-
panies and the broader do-
mestic economy.

INDIA,CANADA COMMIT
TO TRADE DEAL BY 2026

The meeting occurs as both nations work to restore and grow their trade ties

NEW DELHI

India and Canada have reiter-
ated their commitment to con-
clude a trade agreement by
the end of 2026, marking a
renewed push to strengthen
economic ties between the
two countries. The commit-
ment was made in a joint
statement issued after the first
India-Canada Finance Minis-
ters’ Economic and Financial
Dialogue held in Toronto.

Union Finance and Corpo-
rate Affairs Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Canadian
Minister of Finance and Na-
tional Revenue Frangois-
Philippe Champagne partici-
pated in the dialogue and dis-
cussed ways to deepen bilat-
eral economic and financial
cooperation. The meeting
comes as both countries seek
to rebuild and expand their
commercial relationship.

The joint statement said In-
dia and Canada remain com-
mitted to completing negotia-
tions on a trade deal by the
end of 2026. Both sides dis-
cussed measures to increase
trade and investment flows
and create greater opportuni-
ties for businesses in the two
economies.

India also expressed its

India and Canada renew trade talks

India and Canada pledged to finalize a trade deal by late
2026 and initiate Bilateral Investment Treaty negotia-
tions. This renewed economic push follows a period of
strained relations, highlighting mutual efforts to boost

cross-border capital flows and financial cooperation.

readiness to begin negotia-
tions on a Bilateral Invest-
ment Treaty at the earliest,
according to the statement.
Such an agreement is expect-
ed to provide a framework for
protecting investments and
encouraging greater
cross-border capital flows be-
tween the two countries.

The two finance ministers
also discussed wider global and
economic issues during their
meeting. The dialogue provid-
ed an opportunity for India and
Canada to exchange views on
financial stability, economic
growth and cooperation in ar-

eas of mutual interest.

The renewed commitment
comes after a period of strained
bilateral relations, during which
economic engagement between
the two countries faced chal-
lenges. The latest discussions
indicate efforts by both sides to
place greater focus on trade,
investment and economic co-
operation.

Officials from India and
Canada are expected to con-
tinue discussions in the com-
ing months to advance nego-
tiations. Completing the trade
agreement by December 2026
would provide businesses in

Meeting Points

* Trade deal negotiations
targeted for completion
by late 2026.

* India ready to begin
Bilateral Investment
Treaty talks.

* Ministers discussed
global financial stability
and economic growth.

« Engagement aims to
rebuild previously
strained bilateral ties.

* Focus placed on expand-
ing cross-border capital
and investment flows.

* Both sides committed
to long-term commercial
expansion.

both countries with improved
market access and greater cer-
tainty for long-term invest-
ment and commercial plan-
ning.

The finance ministers’ dia-
logue is also expected to es-
tablish a broader platform for
regular economic engage-
ment. Both countries said
continued cooperation would
help strengthen bilateral eco-
nomic ties and support sus-
tainable growth.

Sandhya Devanathan
leaves Meta, joins OpenAl

NEW DELHI

Sandhya Devanathan, Meta’s
Vice President for India and
Southeast Asia, has left the
company after more than a
decade to join OpenAl. The
ChatGPT maker confirmed
that Devanathan will take
charge as Vice President for
Southeast Asia and Australia,
marking a significant leader-
ship appointment as the com-
pany expands its presence
across the Asia-Pacific region.

Devanathan will be based in
Singapore and report to Kiran
Mani, OpenAl’s managing di-
rector for Asia-Pacific. In her
newly created role, she will
oversee consumer growth, en-
terprise adoption, partnerships,
regulatory engagement and
operations across Southeast
Asia and Australia. She is ex-
pected to help increase the
adoption of artificial intelli-
gence among consumers, busi-
nesses, institutions and gov-
ernment bodies.

Devanathan joined Meta in
2016 and held several leader-
ship positions during her de-
cade-long tenure. She worked
on the company’s businesses
in Singapore and Vietnam,
e-commerce initiatives across
Southeast Asia and later led
its gaming operations in the
Asia-Pacific region. She be-
came Meta’s India head in
2023 and subsequently took
on responsibility for South-

Stepping into her new
position, she will direct
consumer expansion,
enterprise adoption,
partnerships,
regulation, and
operations across
Southeast Asia and
Australia.

east Asia.

Her move comes as Ope-
nAl strengthens its leadership
team across Asia-Pacific and
seeks to expand the use of its
Al products in rapidly grow-
ing markets. The company
has recently appointed senior
executives for the region, in-
cluding Kiran Mani and for-
mer Uber India executive Pra-
bhjeet Singh, who is set to
lead its India operations.

Devanathan’s appointment
is expected to strengthen Ope-
nATD’s efforts to build partner-
ships, expand enterprise usage
and navigate regulatory re-
quirements across diverse
markets. Southeast Asia is
already an important region
for the company, with Indone-
sia and the Philippines among
its top 10 markets globally for
ChatGPT users.

The leadership change
highlights the intensifying
competition among major
technology companies to ex-
pand artificial intelligence
adoption across Asia.

grows 6.7 percent

NEW DELHI

India’s industrial production
grew 6.7 per cent in July
compared with the same
month last year, supported
mainly by strong manufactur-
ing activity, according to data
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Im-
plementation on Friday.

Manufacturing, which ac-
counts for more than three-
fourths of the Index of Indus-
trial Production (IIP), record-
ed 7.3 per cent growth during
the month. Of the 23 manu-
facturing industry groups, 19
reported year-on-year growth.

Motor vehicle manufactur-
ing was among the leading
contributors, registering 22.2
per cent growth. Electrical
equipment production rose
28.3 per cent, while machin-
ery and equipment manufac-
turing increased 12.1 per cent.
The strong performance of
these sectors points to contin-
ued industrial activity and in-
vestment demand.

The electricity sector also
performed strongly, recording
8.7 per cent growth in July.
Water supply, sewerage and
waste management registered
7.4 per cent growth. However,
the mining sector remained
weak, contracting 0.9 per cent
during the month.

Capital goods production,
an important indicator of in-

vestment activity, surged 16.1
per cent. The increase sug-
gests stronger demand for ma-
chinery and equipment used
by factories and businesses
and could support investment,
employment and income
growth in the coming months.

Consumer durables also re-
corded double-digit growth of
10.5 per cent during July. The
increase covered products
such as electronic goods, re-
frigerators and television sets
and indicated stronger con-
sumer demand. Consumer
non-durables, including soaps
and cosmetics, however, de-
clined 1 per cent. Infrastruc-
ture and construction goods
production increased 6.9 per
cent during the month, sup-
ported by continued invest-
ment in highways, ports and
railway projects.

The ministry also an-
nounced a methodological
change in the IIP series. Out-
put Producer Price Index has
been adopted as the deflator
instead of the Wholesale Price
Index for items whose output
is collected in value terms.

The revised methodology
covers 234 of the 463 item
groups in the IIP basket, rep-
resenting 36.02 per cent of the
index weight. The ministry
has consequently revised the
entire IIP 2022-23 series and
superseded the earlier series
released in June.

Jio platforms gets SEBI nod for biggest TPO

The firm operates businesses
across telecommunications,
digital services,
entertainment, technology,
and additional consumer-
centric platforms.

v

MUMBAI

Jio Platforms has received fi-
nal observations from the Se-
curities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), clearing the
way for what is expected to
be the largest initial public
offering (IPO) in India. The
regulatory approval marks a
major step forward for the
Reliance Industries-backed
digital services company as it

prepares to enter the public
markets.

SEBI issued its final obser-
vations to Jio Platforms on
August 28, according to re-
ports. The development al-
lows the company to proceed
with the next stages of its IPO
plans, including finalising the
issue structure, pricing and
launch timeline.

The proposed listing is ex-
pected to attract significant
attention from investors be-
cause of Jio Platforms’ strong
position in India’s telecom-
munications and digital eco-
system. The company houses
businesses spanning telecom,
digital services, entertain-
ment, technology and other
consumer-focused platforms.

Jio Platforms has emerged
as one of the country’s most
prominent technology busi-
nesses since its telecom oper-
ations transformed India’s
mobile data market. Its ex-
pansion into digital services
has further strengthened its
presence across several
fast-growing segments.

The IPO could also become
a landmark event for India’s
capital markets because of its
expected size and the promi-
nence of the company behind
it. A large public offering by
Jio Platforms would provide
investors with an opportunity
to participate directly in one
of India’s leading digital busi-
nesses. The SEBI clearance
comes at a time when Indian

stock markets continue to wit-
ness strong interest in large
technology and consumer
companies. Market partici-
pants are expected to closely
watch the company’s valua-
tion, share-sale structure and
issue size once further details
are announced.

The final observations
from the market regulator do
not by themselves mean the
IPO has opened for subscrip-
tion. Jio Platforms will still
need to complete the remain-
ing regulatory and procedural
steps before announcing the
issue to investors. The com-
pany is expected to provide
further details on the offering
and listing plans in due
course.

ED freezes < 51.75 crore in DHFL case

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has frozen a bank depos-
it of around Rs 51.75 crore in
connection with its mon-
ey-laundering investigation
into the alleged Rs
34,615-crore bank loan fraud
involving Dewan Housing Fi-
nance Corporation Ltd
(DHFL) and its promoters.

The action followed a search
operation conducted on Au-
gust 19 under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002. According to
the ED, investigators found the
amount in the bank account of
Al Jalore Trading FZE and
identified it as alleged pro-
ceeds of crime. The deposit
was frozen under Section
17(1A) of the PMLA.

The agency said its investi-
gation uncovered transactions
involving Hurtmore House, a
property in the United King-
dom held in the name of Vani-
ta Wadhawan, wife of DHFL
promoter Kapil Wadhawan.

FIVE SLIMY GARDEN PESTS

Investigators alleged that a fic-
titious liability was created in
her name through a purported
loan agreement between Al
Jalore Trading FZE and Vanita
Wadhawan. The property was
subsequently mortgaged under
the arrangement and later sold
in 2026. The ED said the sale
proceeds were transferred to
the Indian bank account of Al
Jalore Trading FZE instead of
being received by the regis-
tered owner. The agency sus-
pects the arrangement was
used to create an encumbrance
over the foreign asset and fa-
cilitate settlement of a liability
linked to the DHFL loan fraud.

During the August 19
searches, officials also seized
documents and records al-
legedly connected with the
transactions and assets under
investigation.

The money-laundering case
was initiated on the basis of an
FIR registered by the CBI fol-
lowing a complaint by Union
Bank of India on behalf of a
consortium of 17 banks.

Rupeerises six paise against US dollar

MUMBAI

The Indian rupee gained 6
paise to close at 95.39 against
the US dollar on Friday, sup-
ported by lower global crude
oil prices and intervention by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). However, a stronger
dollar and continued foreign
institutional investor (FII)
outflows limited the curren-
cy’s gains. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the
rupee opened at 95.54
against the dollar and moved
between 95.31 and 95.57
during the trading session. It
eventually settled at 95.39,
compared with 95.45 in the
previous session. The curren-
cy had declined by one paisa
on Thursday.

Market participants said
RBI intervention helped pre-
vent sharper depreciation of
the domestic currency. Bet-
ter-than-expected inflows un-
der the FCNR(B) deposit
scheme also supported the
rupee. The deposits under the

scheme have crossed $65 bil-
lion, according to market ex-
perts.

Forex traders said investors
are closely watching US Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Kevin
Warsh’s speech at the Jackson
Hole Symposium for signals
about the future direction of
US monetary policy. The dol-
lar remained firm near a one-
week high ahead of the
speech, while markets looked
for clues on inflation and in-
terest rates.

A stronger dollar could put
additional pressure on emerg-
ing-market currencies, includ-
ing the rupee, while a softer
US monetary policy outlook
could provide support. Global
investors are therefore expect-
ed to closely assess Warsh’s
comments for indications
about the Federal Reserve’s
interest-rate path.

Meanwhile, the dollar in-
dex, which measures the
greenback against six major
currencies, was trading 0.06
per cent higher at 99.21.

Defence reforms boost India’s military exports

NEW DELHI

The Department of Defence
Production has introduced a
series of reforms to simplify
rules governing defence ex-
ports, aiming to make India a
more competitive, reliable
and trusted global supplier of
military equipment. The Min-
istry of Defence said the
changes are designed to re-
duce procedural delays, speed
up access to international
markets and help Indian de-
fence companies respond
quickly to overseas business
opportunities.

Under the revised Defence
Export Standard Operating

Procedure, stakeholder con-
sultation is no longer required
for exports of non-lethal de-
fence items to most destina-
tions. Safeguards will contin-
ue for sensitive countries.
Consultation has also been
removed for exports linked to
international tenders and ex-
hibitions, allowing companies
to showcase their products
and pursue overseas contracts
more efficiently.

The reforms also simplify
the Open General Export Li-
cence (OGEL) system. OGEL
allows eligible exporters to
obtain authorisation for mul-
tiple consignments of speci-
fied defence products without

applying separately for every
shipment. Three existing
OGEL procedures covering
major platforms, equipment,
components and intra-compa-
ny technology transfers have
been merged into a single
framework.

The validity of OGEL has
been extended from two years
to three years, reducing renew-
al requirements. Its coverage
has also been expanded from
41 countries to all countries
except sensitive or restricted
destinations, nations under
United Nations Security Coun-
cil sanctions and those facing
arms embargoes. A new provi-
sion supports Indian compa-

nies with long-term agree-
ments with Foreign Original
Equipment Manufacturers.

The government has also
widened the list of products
eligible under OGEL and per-
mitted civil-end-use exports
of specified components of
small-calibre arms and pro-
tective equipment. The re-
forms are expected to partic-
ularly help MSME:s by reduc-
ing paperwork and enabling
faster participation in global
tenders and exhibitions.

The Ministry said the mea-
sures support the Make-in-In-
dia vision and strengthen In-
dia’s defence manufacturing
ecosystem.

India simplifies

Defence Export norms

India revised its Defence

Export Standard Operat-

ing Procedure, removing
stakeholder consultations
for non-lethal items and
international tenders. The

reforms also streamline
the Open General Export
Licence framework, ex-
tending its validity to three
years and expanding cover-

age globally.
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Norway’s King
Harald V dies
at89

Oslo
Norway’s King Harald V
died at the age of 89 on
Friday, ending his more

than three-decade
reign. The Royal Palace
said he died peacefully
at Oslo University Hos-
pital after being treated
for a bacterial infection.
Harald became king in
1991 and was widely re-
spected for modernising
the monarchy and pro-
moting tolerance and
unity. He remained pop-
ular among Norwegians
despite health problems
in his later years. He had
reduced official engage-
ments but had ruled out
abdication. His son,
Crown Prince Haakon,
53, has now automati-
cally become Norway’s
new king. Haakon had
increasingly taken over
royal duties as his fa-
ther’s health deteriorat-
ed and had served as
regent several times.
Harald was also known
for comforting Norwe-
gians during national
tragedies, including the
201 terror attacks. His
death marks a major
transition for Norway’s
royal family, with
Haakon taking the
throne at a challenging
time.
|

Afghan police
destroy 2.5 tonnes
of narcotics

Kabul
Afghan police destroyed
more than 2.5 tonnes of
illicit narcotics in northern
Takhar province, authori-
ties said on Friday. Pro-
vincial police spokesman
Nagibullah Masroor said
the drugs were burned as
part of ongoing efforts to
combat illegal narcotics.
The destroyed drugs in-
cluded 2,000 kg of opi-
um, 335 kg of hashish
and more than 200 kg of
methamphetamine. Po-
lice warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken
against people involved
in producing, transporting
or trafficking illegal drugs
in the province.

Pitroda alleges India’s

institutions have been “captured”

Pitroda questioned the Election Commission's independence, noting that
political influence over institutions is a major concern.

NEW YORK

Senior Congress leader Sam
Pitroda has alleged that In-
dia’s democratic institutions
have been “captured”, claim-
ing that the judiciary and
Election Commission can no
longer be regarded as com-
pletely independent.

Pitroda alleged that investi-
gative agencies were being
used against government crit-
ics and that political influence
had extended to education,
civil society and the media.
He questioned the indepen-
dence of the Election Com-
mission and said the degree of
political influence over insti-
tutions was an important is-
sue.

Pitroda compared the cur-
rent situation with the tenure
of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. He said he
was not aware of the Prime
Minister’s Office exerting
pressure on constitutional au-
thorities during Singh’s ad-

GO

Democracy should involve “give and
take” and should not be based on fear
or the principle of having things done
only according to one’s wishes. He
argued that the trend towards stronger
executive control was not limited to
India.

- Sam Pitroda, Senior Congress leader

ministration. However, he
acknowledged that political
influence could have existed
even then, while arguing that
its extent mattered.

He also criticised the ap-
pointment of people associat-
ed with the RSS as university
vice-chancellors, alleging that

SENIOR CONGRESS
LEADER PITRODA
CRITICIZES LEADER-
SHIP STYLE
Sam Pitroda slammed
Prime Minister Modi for
avoiding press confer-
ences, warning of rising
global authoritarianism.
He argued that true
democratic governance
requires transparent citi-
zen communication and
consensus building rath-
er than a centralized,
command approach.

such appointments interfered
with the independence of
higher education. Pitroda fur-
ther claimed that civil society
had less space to operate and
that critical journalists faced
pressure and harassment. He
alleged that agencies such as
the Enforcement Directorate
were being used against peo-
ple who criticised the govern-

ment.The Congress leader
also questioned Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s limited
interaction with the press. He
argued that regular press con-
ferences and direct communi-
cation with citizens were im-
portant for a healthy democ-
racy. According to him, dem-
ocratic governance requires
consultation, compromise,
communication and consen-
sus rather than a com-
mand-and-control approach.

Citing developments in
countries including Hungary,
China, Russia and the United
States, Pitroda said govern-
ments across the world were
increasingly displaying au-
thoritarian tendencies. His
comments reflect the Con-
gress party’s broader criticism
of the functioning of demo-
cratic institutions under the
present government, though
the allegations remain politi-
cal claims and have been con-
tested by supporters of the
government.

Bangladesh Positively Weighs
Joining Mecca Pact

DHAKA

Bangladesh will positively
consider joining the Mecca
Joint Defence Agreement if
its founding members invite
Dhaka to become part of the
framework, Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman told Parlia-
ment on Thursday. The agree-
ment was signed by Saudi
Arabia, Tirkiye and Pakistan
earlier this month and pro-
vides for closer defence coop-
eration among the three coun-
tries.

Responding to a question in
Parliament, Rahman said
Bangladesh had not yet re-
ceived a formal invitation to
join the pact. He said it would
therefore be premature to dis-
cuss the advantages and dis-
advantages of membership.
However, if the existing
members expressed an inten-
tion to include Bangladesh,
the government would exam-
ine the proposal positively.

The minister said Bangla-
desh would give the highest
priority to the interests and
needs of the country and its
people while considering any
defence agreement or alli-
ance. He described the pact as
a mechanism for self-defence
among Muslim countries and
said there was no reason for
others to be concerned if the
framework expanded.

The government’s position
received support from Oppo-
sition Leader and Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami chief
Shafiqur Rahman. In a social
media post, he said joining
the Mecca pact was Bangla-
desh’s own decision. He said
any decision taken in the in-
terests and needs of the coun-
try and its people should not
cause concern to others.

Earlier this week, State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Humayun Kabir said Dhaka
had expressed interest in the
agreement and was viewing

the proposal positively. He
said it would not be unusual
for Bangladesh to participate
in a security arrangement in-
volving Muslim-majority
countries, although no formal
decision had been taken.

Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and
Pakistan signed the Mecca
Joint Defence Agreement on
August 7. The pact aims to
strengthen collective security,
deepen defence cooperation
and promote peace and stabil-
ity. It includes a mutual de-
fence commitment under
which an armed attack on one
member would be treated as
an attack on all.

Bangladesh’s possible par-
ticipation could have wider
regional and diplomatic im-
plications, particularly given
its relations with India, China
and other major powers. For
now,

Dhaka is waiting for a for-
mal invitation before taking
the next step.

TAIWAN WARNS CHINA RULES COULD

TAIPEI

Taiwan has warned that new
cybersecurity and border-re-
lated rules introduced by Chi-
na could increase risks for
Taiwanese citizens, as ten-
sions between Taipei and Bei-
jing continue to rise. Taiwan-
ese officials and experts have
expressed concern that the
measures could expand Bei-
jing’s ability to monitor, re-
strict or scrutinise people con-
nected with Taiwan.

The warning comes as Chi-
na continues to strengthen
measures aimed at protecting
what it describes as national
security interests. Taiwan has
increasingly raised concerns
about Chinese pressure in-
volving cybersecurity, infor-
mation operations, espionage
and cross-border activities.
Taiwan has also been facing
millions of cyber intrusion at-
tempts, highlighting the grow-

-~

ing importance of digital se-
curity.

Taiwanese officials fear that
stricter Chinese regulations
could affect people travelling
to the mainland, conducting
business or maintaining pro-
fessional and personal links
with China. They have cau-
tioned Taiwanese citizens to
remain alert about the poten-
tial legal and security conse-

quences of activities that Bei-
jing may interpret as viola-
tions of its rules.

The concerns are part of a
broader deterioration in cross-
Strait relations. China claims
sovereignty over Taiwan and
has repeatedly opposed
moves that it considers sup-
portive of the island’s sepa-
rate political identity. Beijing
has also increased military
and political pressure around
Taiwan in recent years.

Taiwan, meanwhile, has
been strengthening its own
security capabilities. Its gov-
ernment is investing heavily
in drones, cybersecurity and
other asymmetric defence
systems as it prepares for pos-
sible Chinese military action.
Taiwan’s legislature recently
approved more than $7 billion
in funding over six years to
strengthen its domestic drone
industry and defence capabil-
ities.

ENGELS AIRBASE HIT

RAISE RISKS

The latest warning also
comes as Taiwan continues
efforts to counter Chinese in-
fluence and alleged interfer-
ence. Taiwanese authorities
have previously highlighted
concerns involving disinfor-
mation, cyberattacks and at-
tempts to obtain sensitive
technology.Analysts say the
combination of tighter Chi-
nese regulations and rising
military pressure could make
travel, business and other ex-
changes increasingly compli-
cated for Taiwanese citizens.

Taipei has urged people
with links to mainland China
to understand the changing
rules and assess potential
risks carefully. The develop-
ments underline the increas-
ingly complex security envi-
ronment surrounding Taiwan,
where cybersecurity, border
controls and political tensions
are becoming closely inter-
connected.

Iran says
diplomacy needs
end to pressure

TEHRAN

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi has said diplomacy
between Tehran and Washing-
ton can return to the right track
if the United States recognises
that pressure and coercion do
not work. His remarks came
after discussions with Qatar’s
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani,
who has been involved in ef-
forts to support dialogue.Arag-
chi said he held what he de-
scribed as “creative discus-
sions” with the Qatari leader.

Hindu diaspora
protests killings
in Bangladesh

LONDON

Members of the Hindu dias-
pora staged demonstrations in
parts of the United States and
the United Kingdom, express-
ing concern over reported
killings and attacks targeting
Hindu and other minority
communities in Bangladesh.
Protesters called on Bangla-
deshi authorities to take stron-
ger measures to protect mi-
norities and ensure their safe-
ty.
At a rally in Jackson
Heights, New York City,
members of the Hindu com-
munity raised concerns about
the security of Hindus in Ban-
gladesh. Speakers urged the
authorities to take immediate
action against those responsi-
ble for attacks and called for
stronger protection for mi-
nority communities.

One protester said Hindus
could no longer remain silent
in the face of violence and
urged the community to stand
up and resist attacks. Another
speaker criticised the former
Muhammad Yunus-led inter-
im administration, alleging
that its approach towards mob
violence had encouraged
criminal elements. The allega-
tions reflect the protesters’
views and have not been inde-
pendently established.

Similar demonstrations
were held in London, where
protesters raised slogans
against attacks on Hindus and
carried placards demanding
protection for minority com-
munities. Messages included
calls to “Stop attacks on Hin-
dus” and “Protect Hindu
Communities”.

The demonstrations fol-
lowed the reported killing of
four members of a Hindu
family in Rangpur city. The
victims were identified as re-
tired Rangpur Zilla School
teacher Ganapati

swift government action
against attackers and
increased safety
measures for minority
communities.

Protesters urge community
resistance against violence.

Yunus administration ac-
cused of encouraging mobs.

Four Chakraborty family
members killed tragically.

London demonstrators demand
Hindu minority protection.

Chakraborty, 65, his wife Prit-
ilata Chakraborty, 50, their
daughter Agami Chakraborty
Prarthi, 23, and their 12-year-
old son Priyam Chakraborty,
12.

The incident reportedly
took place on August 20, with
police recovering the bodies
two days later on August 22.
The deaths have triggered
condemnation and renewed
concerns among Hindu
groups over the security of
minorities in Bangladesh.

The protests come amid
continuing political debate
over the treatment of religious
minorities in Bangladesh.
Hindu organisations and dias-
pora groups have repeatedly
called for stronger protection,
accountability for crimes and
measures to prevent further
communal violence.The
demonstrations in the US and
UK have also brought interna-
tional attention to the con-
cerns of Bangladesh’s Hindu
diaspora, with protesters urg-
ing governments and rights
organisations to monitor the
situation closely and press
Dhaka to ensure equal protec-
tion for all communities.

Trump administration begins
Arizona border wall construction

PHOENIX

The Trump administration has
begun construction work on a
section of the US-Mexico bor-
der wall in southern Arizona
despite strong objections from
the Tohono O’odham Nation,
which says the project threat-
ens its sovereignty and sacred
lands.

US Customs and Border
Protection said the project is
intended to close a longstand-
ing security gap in an area it
considers a major route for
drug smuggling and migrant
crossings. The Arizona section
forms part of a broader
$46-billion border security
programme involving steel
barriers, vehicle barriers and
surveillance technology.

The Tohono O’odham Na-
tion, whose territory stretches
across the US-Mexico border,
has accused federal officials
and contractors of entering its
reservation without permis-
sion. Tribal officials said con-
tractors, accompanied by
armed and masked federal
agents, began work at several
locations earlier this week.
Drilling and soil-sampling
equipment was brought to the

sites as construction prepara-
tions moved ahead.The tribe
has warned that the wall could
cause significant damage to its
reservation, including the de-
struction of mountain peaks
and other locations considered
sacred. It also argues that the
project could interfere with the
boundaries and sovereignty of
the Native American nation.
The dispute has already
reached federal court. A judge
recently allowed the govern-
ment to proceed, finding that
the wall would be constructed
within a 60-foot-wide strip of
federally owned land known
as the Roosevelt Reservation.
However, tribal officials argue

that contractors must cross
tribal land to reach some con-
struction sites, which they con-
sider trespassing.

The Tohono O’odham Na-
tion, which has about 37,000
members, filed a lawsuit in
June seeking to stop the proj-
ect. Tribal leaders are now
considering further legal ac-
tion as construction continues.

CBP Commissioner Rodney
Scott defended the project,
saying the remote desert corri-
dor has been associated with
drug trafficking, migrant
deaths and cartel activity for
decades. Officials say the new
infrastructure will strengthen
border security.

Ukraine strikes Russian missile-carrying aircraft

KYIV

Ukraine has struck a Russian
aircraft capable of carrying
missiles, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on
Friday, as Kyiv intensifies at-
tacks on Russian military in-
frastructure. Zelenskyy said
the aircraft targeted by
Ukrainian forces were among
those used by Russia to
launch strikes against
Ukraine.

“These are the aircraft that
are carrying out strikes
against Ukraine,” Zelenskyy
said in a post on X, highlight-
ing the significance of the op-
eration. The Ukrainian presi-

dent did not provide detailed
information about the weap-
ons used or the full extent of
the damage in his initial state-
ment.

The strike reportedly target-
ed a Russian Tu-95MS mis-
sile-carrying aircraft at the
Engels military base. The
base in Russia’s Saratov re-
gion is an important facility
for Russian strategic aviation
and has previously been asso-
ciated with long-range strikes
against Ukrainian targets.

The development came as
Russia continued launching
large-scale drone and missile
attacks against Ukraine. Rus-
sian forces carried out succes-

ESCALATION DEEPENS
Long-range strikes by
Russia and Ukraine
target distant infra-
structure, intensifying a
conflict marked by re-
cent ballistic and drone
attacks. Despite ongoing
diplomatic efforts, both
sides remain heavily
divided over core issues
as military and industrial
facilities face growing
pressure.

sive drone attacks on Kyiv
and surrounding areas on Fri-
day, damaging warehouses,
homes and apartment build-

ings. Ukrainian authorities
reported at least one death in
the region, while several other
sites were damaged.

The latest exchange reflects
the increasingly long-range
nature of the conflict, with
both Russia and Ukraine tar-
geting military, industrial and
logistical infrastructure far
from the front lines. Ukraine
has stepped up strikes inside
Russia as it seeks to disrupt
facilities supporting Mos-
cow’s war effort.

Russia also carried out a
major air assault against
Ukrainian cities, using ballis-
tic and hypersonic missiles
along with drones. Ukrainian

forces said they intercepted
seven ballistic missiles and
hundreds of drones during the
attacks.

The strike on the Russian
aircraft could further affect
Moscow’s ability to conduct
long-range aerial attacks, al-
though the broader impact of
the reported damage remains
unclear. Neither the exact op-
erational losses nor the full
circumstances surrounding
the strike were independently
established in the initial re-
ports.The escalation comes
amid continuing diplomatic
efforts to end the war, with
Russia and Ukraine still far
apart over key issues.

IN THE COURT OF THE | ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No.364/2026
Petitioners: Smt. Channakrishnamma D/o Late
Lakshmaiah, Aged about 51 years, Rlat Neralaghatta
Village, Kasaba Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk
Bengaluru Rural (D) and others. Vs

Respondent: Registrar of Birth and death
The Tahsildar, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Doddaballapura.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition
under Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of
Births And Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death
certificate of the father of petitioners by name
LATE LAKSHMAIAH S0 CHELLAIAH who died on
12.10.1989 at Neralaghatta Village, Kasaba Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above
said court on 28.09.2026 In default this matter will
be heard and disposed off an ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the
28th day of August 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate, Channegowda, #19, 1st Floor, Taluk
Office Road, Doddaballapur Town.

_CHANGE OF NAME |

|, KANATHANDA NANAIAH
KARUMBAIAH S/o KANATHANDA
KUSHALAPPA NANAIAH R/o A-302,
Purva Venezia, Major Sandeep

Unnikrishnan Road, Yelahanka New
Town, Bengaluru, Karnataka-560064,
have changed the name of my minor
son K K AARUSH CHINNAPPA alias
AARUSH CHINNAPPA KANATHANDA
KARUMBAIAH aged 16 years and he

shall hereafter be known as

AARUSH CHINNAPPA.

To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042
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Palmeiras Lose
Arias Before
Mirassol Clash

SAO PAULO

3-0 home victory over Santos
in the Copa do Brasil on
Wednesday. Medical
examinations car-
ried out confirmed
the problem, with
the club subse-
quently announc-
ing that the mid-
fielder would
miss the upcom-
ing league fixture.
The absence is a
blow to Palmeiras as

Palmeiras

Palmeiras will be without X
face Mirassol

Colombian midfielder € et
Jhon Arias for Sun- without injured

day’s Brazilian Serie Colombian midfielder

A meeiln%’ Wlﬁh Jhon Arias, while Joaquin

WS Piquerez remains doubtful

league leaders con- ’

firmed he has suf- and captain Gustavo

fered a right thigh NACIUZAENCEECTRIIRNTE
Brazilian Serie A

hamstring strain.
Arias picked up the EEERROTCITEL

injury during Palmeiras’

night.

7

Palmeiras Hit By
Double Injury Blow:

m Jhon Arias suffered a right thigh ham-
string strain against Santos.

m Joaquin Piquerez is doubtful with
swelling in his right thigh.

m Palmeiras lead Serie A with 51 points,
six ahead of Flamengo.

they look to protect their position at
the top of the standings. The club cur-
rently have 51 points, six clear of sec-
ond-placed Flamengo, although
Flamengo have a game in hand.
Palmeiras could also be without Uru-
guayan defender Joaquin Piquerez,
who is doubtful for the trip to Miras-
sol because of swelling in his right
thigh. Captain Gustavo Gomez, how-
ever, was cleared of injury after being
replaced at halftime against Santos
because of muscle soreness.

The leaders have maintained strong
momentum in Serie A. In their previous
league out ing, Jose Manuel Lopez
scored twice in a 4-1 home win over
Vasco da Gama. Vitor Roq ue converted
a penalty and Mauricio also scored,
while Facundo Colidio netted a la te
consolation for Vasco. With a demand-
ing sc hedule continuing, Palmeiras will
hope Arias’ injury is not serious enough
to threaten his availability for future
matches. For now, the league leaders
must prepare for Mirassol without one
of their key midfielders. His absence
could force Palmeiras to adjust midfield
balance and attacking approach against
Mirassol on Sunday.

Neeraj Chopra qualifies
for Diamond League final
after finishing sixth

NEW DELHI

India’s two-time Olympic med-
allist and javelin legend Neeraj
Chopra has qualified for the Di-
amond League final after secur-
ing a sixth-place finish in the
overall standings following the
end of the Zurich Diamond
League.

Chopra finished sixth with 12
points from the league after par-
ticipating in only two legs and
missing three, including the Zu-
rich one. Sri Lanka’s Rumesh
Tharanga Pathirage won the
Zurich Diamond League meet-
ing with a throw of 92.07m to
win the leg from Anderson Pe-
ters, who threw his javelin to
86.93m, while Czech Dawid
Wegner finished third with a
throw of 85.16m. Chopra
skipped the Zurich Diamond

League and participated in only
two legs this season. He was
seen in action in the Lausanne
Diamond League earlier this
month, where he finished sec-
ond after hurling his spear to
88.05m, behind Rumesh.
Chopra earlier participated in
the Doha Diamond League and
secured a fourth-place finish
with a throw of 85.69m in his
return from a back injury, which
hampered him last year.
Chopra, who made history by
becoming the first Indian to win
the Olympic gold in the Tokyo
Games, also clinched a silver
medal at the Commonwealth
Games 2026, when he threw his
javelin to 85.83m, finishing be-
hind Rumesh.Chopra opened up
about his recent battles with
injuries after winning the silver
medal at the Glasgow Games.

SYDNEY

Cummins Backs Imran
Khan Medical Plea

‘Special shoutout to Sonal
Dinusha’: Gambhir praises
Sri Lanka batter

UEFA asks US
court for FIFA
documents

The petition has

three key demands:

an independent

medical assessment

including Khan's

personal physicians,

uninterrupted

weekly family visits,

and immediate

implementation Cook, Michael Atherton, Men’s ODI World ’ coming out to bat at number six
Steve Waugh, Adam Gilchrist ~ Cup title in 1992 and | : or lower than that. Dinusha also be-

of recommended and Nasser Hussain. served as prime min- \\A came the eighth Sri Lanka batter to
treatment The former captains raised  ister from 2018 to . P\ score centuries in both innings of

' concerns about Khan’s health,  2022. “‘0“ - a Test after Aravinda de

\“5 - % Silva (twice), Kumar

Australia Test and ODI cap-
tain Pat Cummins has backed
a petition led by former inter-
national cricket captains

seeking dignified treatment
' and medical care for
- Jjailed former Pakistan
captain and Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan.

The petition, led by

Australia captain Greg

Chappell and addressed to
Pakistan Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, calls for family
access, independent medical
examinations and imple-
mentation of
court-directed

21 Ex-Captains Seek
Care For Imran Khan:

m Petition signed by 21 former
international captains.

m Concerns include reported
significant vision loss in
Khan's right eye.

m Khan led Pakistan to its
1992 World Cup triumph.

particularly reports of signifi-
cant vision loss in his right
eye. Khan, 73, has spent more
than three years in custody.
The petitioners have made
three principal demands: a
comprehensive health

treatment for ~ “lhopelmran evaluation by a Su-

Khan. Cummins = Khanis treated preme Court-directed

expressed his ~ Withthedignity 04001 board includ-
anyone deserves.

support in a post

on X, saying he
hoped the
court-ordered medi-
cal assessment would be
allowed to continue and fam-
ily visits would remain unin-
terrupted. He also stressed

ing Khan’s personal

—PatCummins physicians, uninter-

rupted weekly family
visits, and immediate im-
plementation of recommend-
ed medical treatment.
Describing themselves as
former colleagues and rivals

that Khan should be treated
with dignity.

The petition carries signa-
tures from 21 former interna-
tional captains, including In-
dia greats Sunil Gavaskar,
Kapil Dev and Dilip Veng-
sarkar, along with Sir Alastair

united by their shared cricket-
ing history, the signatories
said the bond forged on the

disputes and national bor- |
ders.

Khan captained Pa-
kistan to its maiden

NEW DELHI

Adv. Ashish Shelar, Maha-
rashtra’s Minister for Elec-
tronics, IT, Al and Cultural

Ashish Shelar To Head ESGF|

members and State Repre-
sentatives present.

The meeting also focused
on measures to expand In-
dia’s esports ecosystem, up-

Ashish Shelar
will lead ESGF
as it seeks to

field transcends political

NEW DELHI

India head coach Gautam Gambhir on Friday gave a special shout-
out to Sri Lanka’s breakout batter Sonal Dinusha for his exception-
al, match-saving performance for the hosts in the recent second Test
at the SSC Ground in Colombo.

Gambhir also praised his own side’s character and mental tough-
ness following the 1-0 series win. “Test cricket needs character,
patience and mental toughness that’s shown by our boys! Special
shoutout to Sonal Dinusha for his exceptional performance!” Gam-
bhir posted on his ‘X’ account on Friday.

The left-handed Dinusha single-handedly thwarted India’s vic-
tory push in the second Test at the Sinhalese Sports Club (SSC),
which ended in a draw. Despite missing out on full World Test
Championship (WTC) points in the final game, India clinched the
two-match series 1-0, having won the opening fixture at Galle by
165 runs.

Dinusha enjoyed a historic, record-break-
ing series with the bat by accumulating
420 runs across four innings, including
three centuries. Batting at number six,

innings in Colombo.
After being made to follow on, Sri
Lanka found themselves in deep trou-
ble before Dinusha struck another he-
roic knock — an undefeated 133 off 264
balls and take them to a hard-fought
draw. He also joined forces with Keshara

lodl —
/[/0 //%\Nuwantha to stitch a 112-run sev-

/ y enth-wicket stand. With that gritty batting
\\ performance, Dinusha became the fifth
\ cricketer and the fourth from
" \f | ° Sri Lanka to register twin hun-
\{/\\\o ¥ dreds in a Test match while

Tillakaratne
! Dilshan, Dhananjaya
de Silva and Kamindu Mendis.

MANCHESTER

UEFA has asked a U.S.
federal court for permis-
sion to obtain testimony
and documents from FIFA
entities in Florida for use
in a planned criminal com-
plaint in Switzerland
against FIFA President Gi-
anni Infantino, according
to a court filing.

In an ex parte applica-
tion filed under U.S. law,
European soccer’s govern-
ing body said it is consid-
ering criminal proceedings
against Infantino and po-
tentially other FIFA offi-
cials and advisers over a
now-abandoned plan to
transfer commercial rights
linked to men’s and wom-
en’s World Cups and the
Club World Cup into a new
subsidiary called FIFA For-
ward Enterprise (FFE).

UEFA alleges Infantino
developed the proposal in
secret with a small group
of advisers and investors,
bypassing FIFA’s normal
governance processes and
failing to consult FIFA’s
Council, regional confeder-
ations or member associa-
tions.

The filing seen by Reu-
ters asks a U.S. court to
authorise discovery from
FIFA (AMERICAS), Inc.
and FWC2026 US, Inc.,

Sangakkara (twice), two Florida-based FIFA
%0 Duleep Mendis, entities. UEFA said the or-
Asanka Gurusinha, ganisations may possess

documents and witnesses
relevant to how the FFE
transaction was conceived,

structured, valued and ap-
proved.

Reuters has contacted
FIFA for comment. Infanti-
no previously called FFE a
“golden opportunity” to
increase football develop-
ment funding, saying it
was only a proposal and
would require majority
support from FIFA’s 211
member associations and
approval from the FIFA
Council.

UEFA said it and other
interested parties were pre-
paring claims in Switzer-
land against Infantino for
alleged criminal misman-
agement under Article 158
of the Swiss Criminal
Code. The filing alleges
that Infantino and a small
group of advisers and in-
vestors developed the plan
for more than a year with-
out consulting FIFA’s
Council, regional confeder-
ations or the 211 member
associations before it was
unveiled on July 28. UEFA
said FIFA statutes give the
Council sole authority to
decide how FIFA’s com-
mercial rights are promot-
ed.

According to the filing,
Infantino designated
Thrive Eternal, an invest-
ment vehicle controlled by
Joshua Kushner and affili-
ated with Thrive Capital, to
lead an investor group.
UEFA alleges that the in-
vestors stood to acquire a
permanent financial inter-
est in FIFA’s commercial
arm.

Imam Injury Worries Pakistan Camp

Affairs, has been elected coming initiatives and ways
president of the E Sports Strengthen to pro%ide direction to t}}lle
Games Federation (ESGF), i3’ i development of competitive
a body formed as a rival to |nd|a S eXp?ndlng gaming in the country. LORD’S “ “Pakistan “ “His
the Esports Federation of In- espor S Shelar, who has held posi- opening participation
dia. r d tions with the Mumbai | Pakistan have suffered an injury set- batterimam-ul-Haq | intheremainder of the
Shelar was elected during ecosysteman Cricket Association and the | back during the second Test against Sustainedastrainto | Testdependson
the ESGF Board Meeting in create better Board of Control for Cricket England at Lord’s after opening batter his left calf muscle treatmer’l’t leading to
- . . . . . . . - . while fielding on the | recovery.
New Delhi on Friday. His . in India, said his election Imam-ul-Haq sustained a calf strain opening day of the
candidature was proposed by OppOftUnltles for represented an opportunity | that has cast doubt over his participa-  cacond Test against — Pakistan
ESGF founder and acting | to contribute to esports tion in the remainder of the match. England at Lord’s.” Cricket
president Ady. players. growth. The Pakistan Cricket Board ) ) Board
Nandan Jha and chairper-  general Gursharan Singh. He also serves as a board | confirmed that Imam injured his left ~ —Pakistan g:;‘;':gt

son Ashok Dhyanchand, and
was seconded by secretary

member of the Asian Cricket
Council.

The proposal received unan-
imous support from Board

BUDAPEST

Velavan Senthilkumar

reaches final of
Budapest Open squash

Senthilkumar, ranked 54 in the world, beat third
seed compatriot Veer Chotrani 9-11, 11-8, 11-7,
1-11, 12-10 to advance to his 15th PSA tour
final.

This will be the third meeting involving Sent-
hilkumar and Farkas on the tour this season.
The Indian won their face-off in 2024, after the
Hungarian triumphed in the 2019 match-up.

India’s Velavan Senthilkumar will take on local
favourite Balazs Farkas in the final of the Bu-
dapest Open Squash Championship, a USD
43,500 PSA Copper event in the Hungarian
capital. In the semifinals played, eighth seed

Earlier on Wednesday night, Eighth seed and
World No 54 Velavan Senthilkumar stunned
Malaysian World No 18 and top seed Eain Yow
Ng 11-2, 11-9, 11-8 in the quarterfinals of the
Budapest Open squash, a USD 43,500 PSA
Copper event in the Hungarian capital.

calf muscle while fielding on the open-
ing day of the Test on August 27.

Subsequent scans revealed a low-
grade strain, and the left-hander is
currently undergoing treatment under
the supervision of the team’s medical
staff.

According to the PCB, Imam’s avail-
ability for the rest of the Test will
depend on how well he responds
to treatment and recovery pro-
tocols. The opener spent time
off the field during the eve-
ning session on Day One
and did not take the field |,
as an opener when Paki-
stan began their first in-
nings on Day Two.

tion.

With replacements permitted only in
cases of concussion, Pakistan could ef-
fectively be reduced to ten available

players if Imam is
unable to return to

v/ action. In his ab-
sence, former

Test captain Shan
Masood partnered
Azan Awais at the top
of the order.
The injury concern

came despite a strong per-
formance from Pakistan’s bow
lers after captain Babar Azam
won the toss and elected to field.
Mohammad Abbas starred with four
wickets and also reached the milestone
of 900 first-class wickets during his
spell. Mohammad Ali claimed three
wickets, while Khurram Shahzad
chipped in with one.

England were bowled out for 290
after resuming on Day Two, having
ended the opening day on 248 for
nine. Pakistan will now hope Imam re-
covers quickly to avoid further disrup-
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