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SC refuses to stay MDR on UPI payments above Rs 2,000
UPI CHARGES FROM OCT 15?

NEW DELHI
 

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day sought a detailed affidavit 
from the Union government 
explaining the basis for levy-
ing charges on Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) transac-
tions above Rs 2,000 from in-
dividuals to merchants, while 
refusing to stay the decision.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana 
issued notice to the Centre, RBI 
and others on a writ petition 
filed by advocate Anjan Datta 

challenging the Gazette notifi-
cations issued by the Ministry 
of Finance on September 14 and 
15 that announced charges on 
commercial UPI transactions 
exceeding Rs 2,000.

Additional Solicitor General 
N Venkataraman, appearing 
for the Centre, submitted that 
the charges would take effect 
only from October 15. He said 
96 per cent of transactions 
would remain unaffected and 
that charges for essential ser-
vices had been capped at Rs 5.

“It is neither a tax nor a 
fee,” the ASG stated, describ-
ing it as a settlement fee be-
tween payment aggregators 
and banks to meet the costs of 
electronic transactions and 

keep the ecosystem efficient. 
“We need these facts on affidavit. 
It’s more of a technical issue.”

Justice Bagchi sought to 
know the executive basis for 
the charge if it was neither a 
tax nor a fee, asking, “Is it tax 
or a fee? If not a fee, what is 
the executive basis for making 
this expropriation? What is the 
service?”  The ASG clarified 
that the government was not 
taking a single rupee and that 

the arrangement was not an 
expropriation.

Justice Bagchi also referred 
to Section 269SU of the In-
come Tax Act, which mandated 
certain merchants to provide 
electronic payment facilities, 
and questioned the legal char-
acter and incidence of the re-
ceipt under the new framework.

When the bench issued no-
tice to the Centre, the Reserve 
Bank of India and the National 
Payments Corporation of In-
dia, the petitioner’s counsel 
sought a stay, contending that 
the move could lead to an in-
crease in black money transac-
tions. The court, however, de-
clined to grant interim relief.

The petition, filed against the 

Union Government, RBI, 
NPCI and the UPI & Services 
Steering Committee, contends 
that businesses may pass on the 
additional costs to consumers.

Under the new framework, 
a Merchant Discount Rate 
(MDR) of 0.4% will apply to 
specified person-to-merchant 
UPI transactions above Rs 
2,000, with a maximum 
charge of Rs 300 for transac-
tions of Rs 75,000 or more. 
Essential and thin-margin sec-
tors such as railways, telecom-
munications, insurance, fuel 
and agricultural inputs will 
attract a flat Rs 5 MDR. Capi-
tal market transactions will 
face a lower rate of 0.02%, 
capped at Rs 300.

CM seeks flexibility in Coastal 
Zone Plan, Western Ghats ESA

Karnataka has sought survey-number-wise verification of CZMP maps using 
revenue records, the latest satellite imagery and ground checks.

NEW DELHI
 

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
on Monday urged the Centre to 
accommodate the state’s unique 
ecological, livelihood and de-
velopmental needs while revis-
ing the Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Plan (CZMP) and notify-
ing the Western Ghats Ecologi-
cally Sensitive Area (ESA).

In a letter to Union Environ-
ment and Forests Minister Bh-
upender Yadav, Shivakumar 
highlighted representations 
from fishing communities, 
coastal residents and local bod-
ies about inaccuracies in the 
approved CZMP.

These include errors in CRZ 
classification, survey boundar-
ies, existing settlements, fishing 
infrastructure and traditional 
livelihood areas in Dakshina 
Kannada, Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada districts.

Thousands of families in 
these areas depend on tradition-
al fishing, allied activities, 
coastal agriculture and long-es-
tablished settlements, the Chief 
Minister noted.

Karnataka has sought sur-
vey-number-wise verification 
of CZMP maps using revenue 
records, the latest satellite im-
agery and ground checks. It has 
also sought recognition for fish 
landing centres, boat repair 
yards, net-mending zones and 
processing facilities, along with 
permission for the repair and 

improvement of long-standing 
coastal settlements and commu-
nity structures within the CRZ 
framework.

The state further requested 
suitable provisions for tradi-
tional land-use systems and 
community-oriented tourism 
under environmental safe-
guards, citing Goa’s experience 
as evidence that state-specific 
needs can be accommodated 
without weakening environ-
mental protections.

On the Western Ghats ESA, 
Shivakumar reiterated concerns 
over the inclusion of agricultur-
al lands, plantations and habita-
tions under the Kasturirangan 
Report. He proposed physical 
verification and ground-truthing 
before finalisation and said sim-
ilar representations had been 
made to the Prime Minister.

Clarifying that Karnataka is 
not seeking dilution of safe-
guards for mangroves, sand 
dunes or turtle nesting sites, 
Shivakumar stressed the need 
for accurate mapping and a bal-
anced approach that protects 
both the environment and tradi-
tional livelihoods.

Karnataka is not seeking  
dilution of safeguards for 
mangroves, sand dunes or 

turtle nesting sites, but an accurate 
mapping and a balanced approach that 
protects both the environment and  
traditional livelihoods.

-DK Shivakumar, CM

We are going to fight this seri-
ously. This issue concerns the 
entire country, the existence 

of our democracy and the survival of 
our country. That is why we are very se-
rious about this issue.

-Mallikarjun Kharge,  
Congress president

Granular mapping errors: Stakeholders reported extensive errors related to survey 
boundaries, traditional livelihood localities, and existing human settlements. The 
state wants a survey-number-wise physical verification using GIS data, authentic rev-
enue records, and recent satellite imagery rather than relying on faulty base maps.

Balanced environmental approach: Shivakumar clarified that Karnataka is not seek-
ing to dilute protections for highly sensitive ecosystems like mangroves, sand dunes, or tur-
tle-nesting sites. Instead, it seeks to safeguard traditional livelihoods and promote commu-
nity-oriented tourism, drawing a parallel to flexible frameworks already permitted in Goa.

Infra recognition: Karnataka has requested formal recognition and protection for es-
sential fishing infrastructure within the Coastal Regulation Zone framework. This in-
cludes fish landing centers, boat repair yards, net-mending zones, and processing units.

Settlement protection: The state wants clear provisions for repair, improvement, and 
reconstruction of long-standing coastal community settlements without bureaucratic delays.

Karnataka’s proposal include:

DKS meets Union ministers, seeks 
expedition of key infra projects in state

NEW DELHI: Chief Minister DK Shivakumar has urged the Centre to expedite 
clearances for Bengaluru infrastructure projects and key irrigation and water 
schemes, including the ₹16,745-crore Mekedatu project. In separate meetings 

with Union ministers Rajnath Singh and CR Patil in New Delhi, he sought 
Defence land approvals for roads, a public park and the Bengaluru Urban 
Vehicular Twin Tunnel Project, besides early decisions on several water-

resource matters. He also sought Central assistance and faster clearances for the 
Upper Bhadra Project, the Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-II award and other 
irrigation and water-management schemes. He also sought Central assistance 
for the Upper Bhadra Project, whose revised cost estimate of ₹21,167.93 crore 
was appraised at the Ministry of Jal Shakti’s Advisory Committee meeting on 
March 20. The state has also sought a review of its proposed share and asked 

the NWDA to ensure an equitable allocation comparable with that proposed for 
other beneficiary States, taking into account Karnataka’s requirements and 

interests in the Krishna and Cauvery basins.

KARNATAKA DROUGHT

J&K Assembly passes statehood 
resolution amid BJP walkout

NEW DELHI: The Jammu and 
Kashmir legislative assembly 
on Monday passed a resolution 
demanding the urgent resto-
ration of full statehood to the 
Union Territory, amid strong 
protests and walkout from BJP 
legislators.

The resolution was moved 
by chief minister Omar Abdul-
lah and was passed despite op-
position from the BJP, the larg-
est opposition party in the as-
sembly. 

Jammu and Kashmir has re-
mained a Union Territory since 
the BJP-led Centre abrogated 
Article 370 in August 2019 
and reorganised the erstwhile 
state into two Union Territo-
ries, Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh.
The BJP opposed the resolu-

tion, questioning the manner in 
which it was allowed by 
Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather. 
BJP legislators said the Speak-
er had permitted the resolution 
to be taken up in relaxation of 
the assembly rules.

As soon as the assembly 
proceedings began on Monday, 
BJP members stood up and 
protested against the resolu-
tion.

The opposition party also 
moved a motion seeking the 
removal of Speaker Abdul Ra-
him Rather, alleging that he 
had allowed the chief minis-
ter's resolution in violation of 
the rules.

…seeks Centre's 
affidavit

Cong CWC meet today to chalk 
out strategy for CEC’s ouster

Urban Development and Mysuru District In-charge Minister Dr Yatindra Siddaramaiah inaugurates 
Yuva Sambrama as part of Mysuru Dasara 2026 at Manasa Gangotri Open Air Theatre in Mysuru 
on Monday. Playback singer Vijay Prakash and actor Sapthami Gowda look on.           Hampa Nagaraju                                                                                              

 

YUVA SAMBRAMA BEGINS

NEW DELHI
 

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge has called a meet-
ing of the party’s Working 
Committee on Tuesday to dis-
cuss the reported differences 
within the Election Commis-
sion over the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls and chalk out the party’s 
strategy for seeking chief 
election commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar’s removal.

He said the Election Com-
missioners had raised con-
cerns over the SIR process, 
changes relating to Form 6 for 
enrolment of new voters, ad-
ditions and deletions from 
electoral rolls, and centralised 
control of the electoral-roll 
database.

Calling the issue “very seri-
ous”, Kharge said it concerned 
what he described as the sur-
vival of democracy and need-
ed to be taken up on priority.

“I have called a Working 
Committee meeting for to-
morrow, where we will dis-

cuss the issue and all the 
Working Committee members 
will give their suggestions,” 
he told reporters.

“We are going to fight this 
seriously. This issue concerns 
the entire country, the exis-
tence of our democracy and 
the survival of our country. 
That is why we are very seri-
ous about this issue.”

Kharge also alleged that the 
Election Commission was act-
ing in line with the BJP’s in-
terests, citing a claim involv-
ing the CEC and a former 
Kerala chief secretary. He said 
Kumar should resign and that 
the Congress would pursue 
action for his removal.

Cong demands annulment of 
2024 Varanasi LS poll result
Lucknow:  Congress leaders and work-
ers on Monday held a demonstration in 

Varanasi, the Lok Sabha constituency of 
PM Narendra Modi, against alleged ‘ir-

regularities’ in the 2024 Varanasi LS 
election and allegations of ‘vote theft’ 
and demanded annulment of the Vara-

nasi LS poll. Hundreds of Congress work-
ers led by district unit president Rajesh-

war Singh Patel and Mahanagar Con-
gress Committee chief Raghavendra 

Chaube also demanded ‘re-election’ and 
an impartial, independent probe into the 
allegation pertaining to the election pro-
cess in Varanasi. “Large scale irregulari-
ties had taken place in the Varanasi LS 
poll in 2024….we demand cancellation 

of the election and re-poll besides a fair 
probe into the same,’’ Patel said. 

K’taka HC orders Rs 2.82 cr to man paralysed by tree fall
BENGALURU

 
The Karnataka High Court has 
awarded Rs 2.82 crore compen-
sation to a Bengaluru resident 
who had to live with paraplegia, 
unable to move both the upper 
and the lower limbs, caused by 
the falling of the branch of the 
Gulmohar tree in 2024. 

Justice Suraj Govindaraj 
passed this order invoking the 
public law remedy, observing 
that there is material distinction 
between an unexpected accident 
and a known danger which re-
mains unaddressed.

The petitioner G Chandan, a 

resident of Nagarabhavi, 
worked at a private company. 
On March 7, 2024, he was 
walking on the road when at 
around 10 am, the branch of the 
tree, situated inside the com-
pound of Good Shepherd Con-
vent on Convent Road here.

Partly allowing his petition, 
originally seeking Rs 5 crore 
compensation, the court has di-
rected the Commissioner, 
BBMP (now GBA), and the 
DCF, Forest Unit, BBMP to pay 
Rs 2.77 crore (after adjusting 
Rs 5 lakh already paid by the 
civic agency) 12 weeks along 
with 6 % interest.

It was submitted on behalf of 
the petitioner that he was 39 
years as on the date of the inci-
dent and incurred Rs 26.82 lakh 
towards medical expenses. 
Apart from BBMP (Rs 5 lakh), 
the school management had 
paid Rs 3 lakh and undertook to 
fulfil its earlier promise of pro-
viding free education to the pe-
titioner’s daughter until she 
passes class 12. The disability 
certificate, issued by Bowring 
and Lady Curzon Hospital, as-
sessed the disability at 85%. 
The court conceded the peti-
tioner’s contention that his 
functional disability is 100%

BJP veteran Awadhesh 
Singh steps down as 

Bihar legislative 
council chairman

PATNA: Senior BJP leader 
Awadhesh Narayan Singh on 
Monday resigned from the post 
of Chairman of Bihar Legisla-
tive Council, in what is said to 
be part of power-sharing ar-
rangements between his party 
and ally JD(U), an official said.  
Singh, who was appointed to 
the post in June, 2024, has ten-
dered his resignation, said Shiv 
Gopal Mishra, the secretary of 
the Vidhan Parishad secretariat.  
The BJP leader had succeeded 
JD(U)’s Devesh Chandra Thak-
ur, who vacated the post upon 
getting elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Sitamarhi. A multi-
ple-term MLC from Gaya 
Graduates seat, Singh was first 
elected as chairman of the Up-
per House in 2012 and he held 
the post till 2017. Speculations 
are rife that with eighth-term 
BJP MLA Prem Kumar as the 
assembly Speaker, the coalition 
would now back JD(U) leader 
Ram Bachan Rai, currently the 
Deputy Chairman of the legis-
lative council, for the top post.

‘Will expose BJP's hypocrisy 
if it skips all-party Delhi visit’
Shivakumar criticised 

BJP and JD(S) for 
refusing to join 

Karnataka’s all-party 
delegation to Delhi 

seeking drought relief, 
as the state prepares 

for a central 
assessment from Oct 3.

 
BENGALURU

 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Monday said that the 
BJP's "hypocrisy" would be 
exposed if its leaders refused 
to join an all-party delegation 
to Delhi to seek drought relief 
from the Centre.

"If the BJP does not come 
with the all-party delegation to 
submit a representation to the 
Centre on the state's drought 
situation, it will prove that 
their stand is nothing but a dra-
ma. If the BJP leaders in the 
state fail to convince the Cen-
tre, we will take necessary 
measures ourselves in the in-
terest of farmers," he said.

Speaking to reporters near 
his Bengaluru residence, the 
CM said he would travel to 
Delhi to discuss drought relief, 
the Kasturirangan report and 
other issues with the Centre, 
while asserting that he will do 
whatever is required to protect 
the interests of farmers if the 
Opposition does not join the 
all-party delegation.

"We will do whatever is nec-
essary to protect the interests 

of the state's farmers. Their 
stand makes it clear that they 
have no concern for the farm-
ers of the state. Those who are 
demanding compensation of 
Rs 25,000 or Rs 50,000 for 
farmers should also speak to 
the Centre and ensure that it 
provides compensation."

He said discussions would 
be held on drought relief and 
the Kasturirangan report, while 
he would also meet several 
Union Ministers and attend 
party meetings on education 
and electoral issues.

“I just fixed a meeting for 
the all-party members’ delega-
tion; we have to discuss Kas-
turirangan and drought. So I 
want to fix a date, and at the 
same time I’m meeting a few 

central ministers also, and I 
have my party meeting also, 
one on education, one on the 
vote issue with the CEC. So 
we are discussing, and I’ll 
come back on that issue.”

He said the Opposition 
should reconsider its decision 
and participate in efforts to 
seek relief for drought-hit 
farmers. “If they say that they 
will not join in this drought is-
sue, then they should under-
stand what that means. For 
them, everything about the 
farmers of this state is just lies 
and a drama. They keep saying 
Give this much and that much 
to the farmers. I have already 
said that if you get it done, we 
will also give it. So, they 
should come and get it done.”

Central drought assessment team  
to visit state on October 3

CM Shivakumar said a Central team would visit Karnataka on October 3 
to assess the drought situation. "Our officials will extend all necessary 

cooperation to the team within the framework of the law," he said.

Oppn declines to join Delegation
BENGALURU: The Opposition BJP and JD(S) have 

refused to join an all-party delegation to seek 
drought relief from the Centre, with CM Shivakumar 

accusing them of faking concern towards farmers. 
Shivakumar has sought an appointment with PM 

Modi and other Central functionaries to discuss the 
Kasturirangan report on Western Ghats and drought. 
LoP R Ashoka said the BJP is ready for talks with the 

Centre on the Kasturirangan report. “But because 
drought relief has not been given, we will not go for 
the meeting. This government has betrayed farm-
ers,” he said. Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy of 

the JD(S) questioned the need for an all-party dele-
gation. “What will you do taking an all-party delega-

tion to Delhi? That’s just another unnecessary ex-
penditure. Can’t you go on your own?” he asked. 

Final memorandum 
in Oct first week 

Deputy Chief Minister G Para-
meshwara said Karnataka 
will submit its final memo-
randum to the Centre in the 
first week of October. In its 

first memorandum given ear-
lier this month, the state has 
estimated drought-induced 
losses at Rs 18,748.23 crore. 

“The monsoon period ends on 
September 30, and the state 

intends to submit the final 
memorandum in the first 
week of October,” he said.
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Suburban rail 
switches to railway 
signalling system

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s suburban rail 
project has shifted from 

the proposed metro-style 
Communication-Based 
Train Control system to 
the railway-oriented Eu-

ropean Train Control Sys-
tem (ETCS) Level 2. 

K-RIDE has secured ap-
proval to use ETCS Level 
2 across all four corridors, 

citing its suitability for 
longer routes and fewer 

stations. The system 
monitors train speed, lo-

cation and movement au-
thority, with onboard 

computers capable of 
triggering automatic brak-

ing when required. A 
K-RIDE official said re-

placing CBTC with ETCS 
Level 2 would support 

global practices in railway 
signalling safety and op-
erational efficiency. Con-

struction is progressing on 
the 27‑km Mallige Corri-
dor and 46‑km Kanaka 

Corridor, while services on 
the Mallige route are ex-

pected by 2028.

Manual traffic 
signals add to cops’ 

woes
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Traffic police personnel in 
Bengaluru are facing diffi-

culties as they are re-
quired to operate traffic 
signals manually for ex-

tended periods. Karnata-
ka State Police Com-

plaints Authority member 
Mohan Kumar Danappa 

has written to the Director 
General and Inspector 

General of Police, urging 
authorities to ensure sig-
nals function automati-
cally and renew annual 
maintenance contracts 

(AMCs). He said consta-
bles working for nearly 
eight hours under heat, 
dust and pollution face 
health and workplace 

challenges, including in-
adequate access to drink-
ing water. While Bengalu-

ru Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic) 

Karthik Reddy said all sig-
nals in the city are func-
tioning and the AMC is in 

force, Danappa said com-
plaints of defunct signals 
had been received from 
areas including Kengeri 

and Sahakaranagar.

Fake drug racket kingpin held at Bengaluru airport
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) probing a fake 
drug racket has arrested al-
leged kingpin Prashanth R 
Babu, who had been abscond-
ing for nearly one-and-a-half 
months.

Prashanth was detained by 
airport authorities at Kempe-

gowda International Airport 
around 3.30 am on Monday 
after arriving in Bengaluru 
from abroad. A lookout notice 
had already been issued 
against him, with airport au-
thorities instructed to alert the 
SIT and take him into custody 
if he arrived at any airport.

The accused is suspected to 
have arrived in Bengaluru 

from Sharjah after travelling 
from Azerbaijan, police said. 
An inves t iga t ion  team 
reached the airport soon after 
he was detained and took him 
into custody.

Prashanth was subsequently 
brought in for questioning as 
part of the investigation into 
the racket. Police are probing 
his alleged role in the network 

and his links with others in-
volved in the case.

A senior officer said the ac-
cused would be produced be-
fore a court and subsequently 
taken into custody for further 
interrogation. Investigators 
are expected to question him 
about the procurement, move-
ment and distribution of the 
suspected fake drugs and 

identify other persons con-
nected with the racket.

The arrest comes as the SIT 
continues its investigation 
into the case following the 
seizure of narcotics and e-cig-
arettes in an earlier operation. 
Officials are also examining 
the accused’s movements and 
possible overseas links.

Police said further details 

would emerge after the inter-
rogation and investigation 
progresses.

NEXT STEP
›	 Court production and further 

interrogation

DRUG RACKET ARREST

Prashanth R Babu
Alleged kingpin

Case timeline

Nearly 1.5 months: 
Prashanth remained 
absconding

1

Lookout notice: Issued 
against the accused

2

3.30 am: Detained at Ben-
galuru airport

3

Travel route: Azerbaijan → 
Sharjah → Bengaluru

4

“  We have taken 
Prashanth into cus-

tody and will produce 
him before the court for 
further interrogation.”

Official

SC to hear review plea in 
ISKCON temple case

The apex court will revisit a dispute between two ISKCON 
entities over the Bengaluru temple’s ownership.

Elephant tramples 
man to death near 

BM Kaval forest

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Supreme Court has 
agreed to hear a review plea 
challenging its 2025 verdict 
on ownership of the Hare 
Krishna temple in Bengaluru.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana on Monday said the 
review plea, along with other 
interim applications, would be 
listed before a bench a week 
after October 5.

The plea was mentioned by 
senior advocate Shyam Divan 
and advocate Kartik Seth, ap-
pearing for ISKCON Mum-
bai. They sought listing of the 
review petition before a 
bench, following an earlier 
direction for its consideration.

The dispute concerns con-
trol and ownership of the 

Hare Krishna temple and ed-
ucational complex in Bengal-
uru. On May 16, 2025, the 
Supreme Court had set aside 

a Karnataka High Court order 
and held that the property be-
longed to ISKCON Banga-
lore.

The top court had noted 
that the trial court had found 
no evidence supporting ISK-
CON Mumbai’s claim of pos-
session of the disputed Sched-
ule ‘A’ property.

The subsequent review pro-
ceedings resulted in a split 

verdict in November 2025. 
Justice J K Maheshwari, who 
has since retired, found that 
ISKCON Mumbai had made 
out a case for review, while 
Justice A G Masih found no 
apparent error in the earlier 
judgment and dismissed the 
review petitions.

With the judges differing, 
the matter was placed before 
the Chief Justice for direc-
tions.

LEGAL DISPUTE

ISKCON BANGALORE
Karnataka-registered society; 
says it has independently 
managed the temple for 
decades.

ISKCON MUMBAI
Has claimed rights over the 

property and argued that 
ISKCON Bangalore functioned 

as its branch.

VS

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A 60-year-old man was killed 
after an elephant entered a 
residential area near BM Ka-
val forest.

Nagaraj was walking with 
his daughter around 5 am on 
Monday when the elephant 
attacked him at Malhar Ave-
nue, a road in a layout off 
Mysuru Road, about 2  km 
from Rajarajeshwari Medical 
College.

The elephant is suspected to 
have strayed from Banner-
ghatta forest and was moving 
towards BM Kaval forest 
when it entered the locality. It 
reportedly broke through a 
compound wall at Malhar Av-
enue before the fatal incident.

Following the attack, the 
elephant remained inside the 
BM Kaval forest. CCTV foot-
age from the area showed the 
animal running through the 
locality.

Forest, Ecology and Envi-
ronment Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy visited the hospital and 
expressed condolences to the 
bereaved family. He an-
nounced compensation of 
Rs 20 lakh to the family.

“Forest staffers had tracked 
the elephant till 1 am in the 
night and thought it would not 
enter the habitations. We will 
ramp up our vigilance further 
to ensure such incidents do 
not recur,” Reddy said.

The minister said around 
100 forest personnel from Ra-
managara, Bannerghatta and 
Bengaluru Urban divisions 
were coordinating efforts to 
track the elephant. Four kum-
ki elephants, trained for rescue 
and capture operations, will be 
brought from Dubare camp by 
Tuesday morning, he said.

The Forest Department has 
advised residents in the affect-
ed area not to venture out 
during late evenings and early 
mornings until the elephant is 
rescued from BM Kaval for-
est.

Officials are monitoring the 
animal’s movement and coor-
dinating the rescue operation 
to prevent further incidents. 
Residents have also been 
urged to follow warnings is-
sued by forest personnel and 
avoid approaching the ele-
phant.

A morning walk 
turned fatal when a 

stray elephant 
attacked a 60-year-

old man near 
Mysuru Road.

Lorry catches fire 
after collision 

with biker
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A two-wheeler rider was in-
jured and hospitalised after 
his bike collided with a lorry 
on Kanakapura Main Road, 
opposite Adigas Hotel, on 
Monday afternoon.

The accident occurred 
around 12.30 pm, following 
which the front portion of the 
lorry suddenly caught fire, 
sending thick smoke into the 
air and briefly disrupting traf-
fic on the busy stretch.

The injured rider was 
rushed to a nearby hospital for 
treatment, Talaghattapura traf-
fic police said. The lorry driv-
er sustained minor injuries 
and managed to escape from 
the spot, police added.

Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices personnel reached the 
location soon after the inci-
dent and brought the blaze 
under control. Traffic police 
cordoned off the area to facil-
itate firefighting and the re-
moval of the damaged vehi-
cles.

Traffic movement was af-
fected for a short while as 
vehicles were diverted to al-
ternative routes. Normal traf-
fic flow was restored after 
clearance operations were 
completed.

Police said they are investi-
gating the exact sequence of 
events that led to the collision 
and the subsequent fire. A se-
nior traffic police officer said 
statements from witnesses 
were being collected and 
CCTV footage from the sur-
rounding area was being ex-
amined.

The footage and witness ac-
counts are expected to help 
police establish how the colli-
sion occurred and determine 
what caused the lorry’s front 
section to catch fire.

No further details about the 
condition of the injured rider 
were immediately available.

MONDAY

12.30
PM

Minister questions ECI functioning, 
seeks answers from CEC

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Ajay Dha-
ram Singh has questioned the 
Election Commission’s deci-
sion-making process amid re-
ported differences within the 
poll panel.

Speaking to reporters on 
Monday, Singh alleged that 
decisions were being taken 
unilaterally by Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar and sought answers from 
him. Singh also said the Con-
gress was not alone in raising 
concerns and claimed that 
Opposition parties were unit-
ed on the issue.

The minister referred to re-
ports that Election Commis-
sioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu 
and Vivek Joshi had recorded 
objections on several matters 
over the past 10 months. An 
investigation reported at least 
14 such objections concerning 
issues including electoral 

rolls, voter registration and the 
poll panel’s technology sys-
tems.

“Because when there’s no 
consensus amongst them, 
when there’s an Election 
Commission consisting of 
three individuals, and out of 
which two individuals do not 
even know, and they’ve writ-
ten about 14 letters in the last 
10 months… What does this 
go to show?” Singh said.

He alleged that the reported 
objections raised questions 
about unilateral decision-mak-

ing and said the Chief Election 
Commissioner should re-
spond.

“That there are unilateral 
decisions being taken by Gya-
nesh Kumar, and he has to 
answer because this is a dem-
ocratic process. 

You cannot act unilateral-
ly,” Singh said.

The Election Commission, 
however, has said differing 
views and observations are 
part of institutional delibera-
tions and maintained that its 
key decisions over the period 
were unanimous. Its response 
followed reports about the 14 
objections.

Singh said the poll panel 
was accountable to the people 
and should address the ques-
tions being raised about its 
functioning. 

The controversy comes 
amid the ongoing debate over 
the Special Intensive Revision 
of electoral rolls.

Ajay Dharam Singh
KARNATAKA MINISTER

ED attaches assets worth ₹442 crore 
in RummyCulture case

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Enforcement Directorate 
has provisionally attached 
p r o p e r t i e s  w o r t h 
₹442.35 crore in its money 
laundering probe linked to 
online gaming operations.

The ED’s Bengaluru Zonal 
Office attached movable and 
immovable properties worth 
around ₹442.35 crore under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) in 
the RummyCulture app case 
involving Gameskraft Tech-
nologies Pvt. Ltd. and associ-
ated entities.

The attachment was made 
through a Provisional Attach-
ment Order issued on Septem-
ber 25 under Section 5(1) of 
the PMLA.

According to the agency, 
the attached assets include 
fixed deposits, commercial 
shops, a villa and several res-
idential properties. These 
properties are held in the 

names of family members, 
private family trusts and enti-
ties associated with share-
holders of Gameskraft Tech-
nologies.

The ED initiated the money 
laundering investigation fol-
lowing multiple FIRs regis-
tered by law enforcement 
agencies in Telangana in con-
nection with alleged cheating 
offences under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. The of-
fences are listed as scheduled 
offences under the PMLA.

The agency had earlier con-
ducted searches at Gamesk-
raft Technologies’ offices and 
the residential premises of its 
directors and key employees 
between May 7 and 14, and 
again on June 20 and 21.

During the searches, offi-
cials seized documents, digi-
tal devices and electronic re-
cords which, according to the 
ED, provided crucial evidence 
for the investigation.

The probe has so far found 

that Gameskraft Technologies 
and RummyTime Technolo-
gies operated online re-
al-money gaming platforms 
featuring rummy games and 
tournaments. The platforms 
operated under brands includ-
ing RummyCulture, Rum-
myPrime, Playship and Rum-
myTime.

According to the ED, the 
platforms had around three 
crore users across the country. 
The investigation into the al-
leged money laundering and 
related offences is continuing.

₹442.35 cr
ASSETS ATTACHED

BMTC to equip 50 buses 
with ADAS for safety

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru Metropolitan 
Transpor t  Corpora t ion 
(BMTC) will install Advanced 
Driver Assistance System 
(ADAS) technology in 50 
buses as part of a pilot project 
aimed at improving passenger 
and road safety.

According to officials, the 
system will monitor driver 
alertness and behaviour while 
detecting potential hazards 
and issuing warnings in real 
time. BMTC has floated a 
tender for the 50-bus project, 
with the selected agency re-
quired to operate and main-
tain the complete system for 
two years from the Go-Live 
date.

The ADAS setup will in-
clude a road-facing camera, a 
driver-facing Driver Monitor-
ing System camera and two 
side cameras. Sensors, an on-

board controller, storage, soft-
ware and connectivity will 
also form part of the system.

The driver-monitoring cam-
era will detect drowsiness, 
distraction, mobile-phone use 
and smoking. The road-facing 
system will identify forward 
collision risks, lane departures 
and pedestrian collision risks, 
among other safety events.

A central backend and dash-
board will allow BMTC offi-
cials to monitor safety events 
and access information gener-
ated by the systems installed 
in the buses. The technology 
will also support integration 
with BMTC’s existing sys-
tems through APIs.

The corporation has pro-
posed a rental model instead 
of purchasing the equipment. 
The selected bidder will pro-
vide the complete installation, 
software, connectivity, main-
tenance, repairs and technical 
support for an all-inclusive 
monthly rental.

BMTC had earlier seen 
similar technology installed in 
10 buses in 2023 under a pri-
vate company’s corporate so-
cial responsibility initiative. 
Officials clarified that it was 
not a BMTC project. The cor-
poration will assess the effec-
tiveness of the new pilot be-
fore deciding on wider de-
ployment.

The technology will 
monitor drivers and 
road conditions while 
providing real-time 
warnings to help 
reduce safety risks.

“After having carefully gone through the review 
petitions, the judgment under review and the material 
annexed therewith, I am satisfied there is no error 
apparent on the face of record.”

- JUSTICE A G MASIH

Case timeline
2009
Trial court ruled in favour of 
ISKCON Bangalore

2011
High Court reversed the trial 
court ruling

MAY 16, 2025
SC ruled in favour of ISKCON 
Bangalore

NOV 2025
Review bench delivered split 
verdict

MONDAY
SC agreed to list review plea

NEXT HEARING
A week after October 5

ADAS features
→	 50 buses: Pilot project

→	 Driver camera: Drowsiness 
and distraction

→	 Road camera: Collision and 
lane risks

→	 Side cameras: Areas along-
side buses

→	 Alerts: Real-time driver 
warnings

→	 Dashboard: Central moni-
toring by BMTC

Key Highlights
■	 Victim: Nagaraj, 60
■	 Time: Around 5 am
■	 Location: Malhar Avenue, 

near BM Kaval forest
■	 Personnel: 100 forest 

staffers
■	 Kumki elephants: Four from 

Dubare
■	 Compensation: Rs 20 lakh
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Roadside doctors mushroom, 

health dept under scanner
A recent roadside advertisement for an Ayurvedic medical camp claims to 

provide treatment for several sexual and other health-related problems.
CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

With roadside practitioners 
openly advertising treatment 
for a wide range of ailments, 
including sexual disorders 
and other serious health con-
ditions, questions are being 
raised over the alleged lack of 
effective monitoring by the 
District Health and Family 
Welfare Department.

The camp was found oper-
ating along Darga Jail Road 
towards Solapur Naka. The 
organisers claim that they 
procure herbal medicines 
from the Himalayas and offer 
guaranteed treatment for var-
ious ailments. The advertise-
ment also mentions a pulse-
test fee of ₹50 to ₹70. How-
ever, the claims have raised 
concern among health-con-
scious citizens, particularly as 
even qualified MBBS and 
MD doctors generally avoid 

guaranteeing a cure for every 
patient or disease.

The emergence of such 
roadside practitioners has also 
raised questions about their 
qualifications, registration 
and the legality of their med-
ical practice. If they are not 
qualified or registered to prac-
tise medicine, allowing them 
to publicly solicit patients and 
claim treatment for serious 
diseases could pose a risk to 
public health. Such practi-
tioners are reportedly not con-
fined to permanent clinics and 
may move from one location 
to another. In the event of 
complications, adverse reac-
tions or other harm to a pa-
tient, questions arise over 

how the practitioner can be 
traced and held accountable.

The growing presence of 
such roadside medical camps 
and practitioners has put the 
functioning of the District 
Health and Family Welfare 
Department under scrutiny. 
Citizens are questioning 
whether adequate inspections 
are being conducted to verify 
the qualifications, registra-
tions, medicines and treat-
ment claims of such practi-
tioners. 

The department, headed by 
District Health Officer Mal-
langouda Biradar, is expected 
to verify whether those offer-
ing medical treatment possess 
the required qualifications 

and permissions and to take 
action wherever violations are 
found.

City Hilights has previously 
highlighted concerns over 
roadside dental practitioners 
and tattoo operators. The  
reported emergence of road-
side medical practitioners 
adds another dimension to the 
issue of unregulated services 
in the city. 

The Health Department 
needs to clarify how many 
such practitioners and camps 
have been inspected, whether 
their credentials have been 
verified and what action has 
been taken against those mak-
ing unsubstantiated claims of 
guaranteed treatment.

Massive protest 
today over removal of 
Siddaramaiah statue

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The Karnataka Pradesh Ku-
rubara Sangha has announced 
a massive protest rally on 
September 29, condemning 
the removal of a statue of for-
mer Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah by the City Corpora-
tion.

The announcement was 
made by Sangha district Pres-
ident Bhagavanthray Patil at 
a press conference at the 
Press Bhavan. He said the 
‘Kalaburagi Chalo’ protest 
scheduled for September 28 
had been postponed to Sep-
tember 29 due to unavoidable 
reasons.

The protest rally will begin 
at the Sangolli Rayanna statue 
in the Super Market area and 
proceed to the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office.

Patil alleged that the organ-
isation had repeatedly ap-
proached the City Corpora-
tion seeking permission to 
install Siddaramaiah’s statue, 
but permission was not grant-
ed. He said a banner declaring 

the spot as ‘Siddaramaiah Cir-
cle’ had also been put up, but 
corporation officials recently 
removed both the banner and 
the statue. He demanded im-
mediate action against the of-
ficials responsible for the re-
moval.

State leader BT Jagadish 
alleged that statues had been 
installed without permission 
at several places in the State, 
while the authorities were re-
fusing to allow Siddara-
maiah’s statue to be installed 
in Kalaburagi despite requests 
for permission. He further al-
leged that the statue installed 
on High Court Road had been 
removed in a disrespectful 
manner. The organisation  
demanded that the statue be 
reinstalled at the same spot 
and warned that the protest 
would be expanded across the 
State if their demand was not 
met.

The statue had been in-
stalled at High Court Circle 
without prior approval and 
was subsequently removed by 
civic authorities. 

Officials had cited the lack 
of permission for the action. 
Several office-bearers, includ-
ing Ganapati, Mallanna Ku-
rudagi, Rayagonda, Nagesh 
Muchakhed and Amoghasid-
dha, were present at the press 
conference.

Special team probes 
irregularities in 

Chandori, Korekal

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Gitte Madhav 
Vitthalrao issued the order 
following directions from the 
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister. The in-
quiry will cover development 
works undertaken under the 
15th Finance Commission 
and the Chief Minister’s 
Grama Vikasa Yojana in the 
two gram panchayats. The 
team will be headed by the 
Zilla Panchayat Deputy Sec-
retary, while the Chief Ac-
counts Officer, Kamalnagar 
Taluk Panchayat Executive 
Officer and Zilla Panchayat 
Assistant Director will serve 
as members.

The team has been directed 
to visit both gram panchayats, 
examine official records and 
conduct spot inspections 
wherever required. If finan-
cial or administrative lapses 
or irregularities are found, the 
team has been instructed to 
recommend disciplinary ac-
tion against the officials or 
employees directly responsi-
ble. The comprehensive in-
vestigation report must be 
submitted within seven days, 
the order stated.

CEO Gitte Madhav Vitthal-
rao said alleged instances of 
forged signatures, unautho-
rised financial transactions 
and irregular utilisation of 
funds under various govern-
ment schemes had come to 
light in gram panchayats 
across the district. He said 
Executive Officers of all ta-
luks had been instructed to 
take strict precautionary mea-
sures and strengthen scrutiny 

of financial and administra-
tive transactions in the gram 
panchayats.

Meanwhile, Bhagyashree 
Mahadev, a resident of Halla-
halli village, has sought an 
impartial investigation into 
the alleged irregularities at 
Chandori Gram Panchayat. 
She submitted a complaint at 
Thanakushnoor Police Station 
on September 26. In her com-
plaint, she alleged that her 
husband, who works as a tax 
collector at the gram pancha-
yat, had been made a scape-
goat in the alleged irregulari-
ties.

She alleged that Deepak Di-
gambar Patil, a former gram 
panchayat president and 
member for around 15 years, 
had allegedly taken advantage 
of her husband’s personal vul-
nerability and used him in 
connection with irregular 
transactions. Bhagyashree 
urged the authorities to exam-
ine the panchayat’s works, 
financial transactions and ac-
counts from previous years, 
including utilisation of funds, 
decisions on development 
works and details of benefi-
ciaries.

Gitte Madhav Vitthalrao, ZP CEO

Nodal officer named for 
teachers’ constituency poll

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Deputy Commissioner Shilpa 
Sharma has appointed officers 
and staff to the District Media 
Certification and Monitoring 
Committee (MCMC) for the 
forthcoming Karnataka Leg-
islative Council election from 
the North-East Teachers’ Con-
stituency. Manjunath Sulkolli, 
Assistant Director of the De-
partment of Information and 
Public Relations, has been 
appointed as the Nodal Offi-
cer of the District MCMC. 
Vijayakumar has been ap-
pointed as his assistant. Other 
members include Information 
Department cinema driver 
Suresh Ambigar, typist Bhee-
manna Nayak and staff mem-
ber Ashish Hajare.

The appointed officers and 
staff have been directed to 
discharge their election duties 
in a disciplined manner and in 
accordance with the rules. 
They have also been instruct-
ed not to proceed on leave 
without prior permission from 
their superiors. 

The order states that disci-
plinary action will be initiated 
under the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951, in case 
of negligence in assigned 
election duties. 

If any appointed official is 
transferred or becomes un-
available for any other reason, 
the officer subsequently post-
ed to the position will be re-
quired to perform the as-
signed duties.

Meanwhile, Deputy Com-
missioner and Assistant Re-
turning Officer Shilpa Sharma 
has announced the schedule 

for the North-East Teachers’ 
Constituency election.

The Model Code of Con-
duct has come into force 
across the constituency with 
immediate effect. As the dis-
trict is part of the North-East 
Teachers’ Constituency under 
the Kalaburagi Division, the 
Regional Commissioner of 
Kalaburagi Division will 
function as the Returning Of-
ficer and Electoral Registra-
tion Officer, while the Bidar 
Deputy Commissioner will 
serve as the Assistant Return-
ing Officer.

Nomination forms can be 
obtained from the Election 
Branch of the Regional Com-
missioner’s office. Completed 
nomination papers can be 
submitted at the Conference 
Hall of the Regional Commis-
sioner’s Office in the District 
Administration Bhavan, Kala-
buragi, from September 29 to 
October 6, excluding govern-
ment holidays, between 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

The scrutiny of all received 
nominations will be held at 
the same venue on October 7 
at 11 am, the Deputy Com-
missioner said.

The gardens are a messy, 
foul-smelling place

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Although Basavakalyan is the 
second largest city in the dis-
trict, the municipal council is 
not paying any attention to 
providing basic amenities. 
There are many parks in the 
records. However, in reality, 
there is not a single place with 
a conducive atmosphere to 
relax and relieve fatigue. 
Land is encroached on in 
many places. Since large 
buildings have stood up in 
many places, it is difficult to 
identify the protected area of 
the park.

When the municipality ex-
isted, the Chaman Garden op-
posite the Raja Bagaswara 
Dargah was well maintained. 
There are grass and thorns in 
the gardens on both sides of 
the road leading to the main 
bus stand and in the new lay-
outs from Dr Ambedkar Cir-
cle to Tripuranta.

A garden has been built in 
the middle of Jaishankar Oni 
near Shantiniketan High 
School to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of India’s in-
dependence. There is a good 
enclosure wall around it. 
There were children’s toys in-

side. However, for some 
years, thorns have grown here 
and pigs and dogs are roam-
ing around.

This place is like a hideout 
for thieves and the residents 
of Oni are dumping garbage 
here. The drain around it al-
ways collects dirty water. 
There is an increase in the 
menace of mosquitoes and 
flies.

The garbage collectors 
bring and throw garbage at 
the entrance of the spacious 
garden in the middle of Gan-
ga-Madina Colony. Every 4 
days, this place turns into a 
dump and looks like a gar-
bage heap. The important 
thing is that children from 
some nearby schools go to the 
empty space inside from such 
a place for morning prayers. 
Different  arrangements 
should be made here for col-
lecting garbage from houses 
say the residents.

The garden in Vidyanagar 
Layout also has a good perim-
eter wall. But grass has grown 
inside. A fence should be built 
for the gardens in Tripuranta, 
Sita Colony, Jaishankar Colo-
ny, Hanuman Temple site, 
Vi j a y a n a g a r  C o l o n y, 
Hiremath Colony and other 
places. People are demanding 
that cleanliness be done every 
day.

Basavanna’s philosophy is not anyone’s property, says Swamiji
CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The philosophy of Basavanna 
and the tradition of the Shara-
nas should not be claimed as 
the exclusive property of any 
individual or group, said 
Adrushya Kadasiddheshwar 
Swamiji of Kanneri Math.

He was speaking after lead-
ing the Basavadi Shivashara-
nara Hindu Samavesha held at 

the NV College ground on 
Sunday evening. Swamiji said 
the Constitution guarantees 
every citizen the freedom to 
practise and follow their reli-
gion, and no one has the right 
to question another person’s 
religious freedom.

He alleged that some peo-
ple were using the names of 
Basavanna and the Sharanas 
as though they held a patent over their legacy. Instead, the focus should be on examining 

to what extent those claiming 
to uphold Basavanna’s princi-
ples had actually incorporated 
them into their lives, he said.

Shivakumar Swami of Bi-
dar, Savitananda Swami and 
Pranavananda Swami of 
Muchalamba also addressed 
the gathering. Chandu Patil 
presided over the programme. 
Veerabhadra Shivacharya of 
Kadaganchi, Hava Mallinath 

Swami, Paramananda Swami 
of Yalasingi Siddharoodha 
Math, Apparao Devimuty, 
Akkamahadevi, former MP 
Umesh Jadhav, Avinash Jad-
hav, Basavaraj Mattimadu, 
BG Patil, Rajkumar Patil 
Telkur, Harshanand Guttedar, 
Shashil Namoshi, Doddagou-
da Patil Naribol and Dat-
tatreya Patil Revoor, among 
others, were present.

Congress demands 
resignation, arrest of 

CEC Gyanesh Kumar
CH NEWS, RAICHUR

The District Congress 
staged a protest at 
Ambedkar Circle, 
demanding the 

resignation and arrest of 
Chief Election 

Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar over the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 

of electoral rolls.Congress 
leaders and workers 

raised slogans against the 
Election Commission and 
expressed their opposition 
to various aspects of the 

SIR process and voter-list  
revision. Protesters also 

burnt an effigy of Gyanesh 
Kumar as a mark of 

protest. The protesters 
demanded the immediate 

resignation of the Chief 
Election Commissioner 

and urged the authorities 
to register a criminal case 
against him and take him 

into custody. Congress 
leaders said the electoral-

roll revision should not 
result in eligible citizens 
losing their voting rights 
and called for steps to 

safeguard democracy and 
the right to vote. MLCs NS 

Bosaraju and A 
Vasanthakumar, District 

Congress Committee 
President K Shanthappa, 

along with other party 
leaders and workers, 

participated in the 
protest.

Follow traffic rules, 
save lives: Judge 

Marulasiddharadhya
CH NEWS, YADGIR

District Principal and Ses-
sions Judge HJ Marulasid-
dharadhya urged motor-

ists and the public to 
strictly follow traffic rules 
to ensure road safety and 

prevent loss of lives.
He was speaking after 

participating in a traffic 
rules awareness cam-

paign organised at the old 
court premises by the Dis-

trict Legal Services  
Authority in association 

with various government  
departments and organi-
sations. The judge warned 
that travelling with seven 

to eight persons in an  
autorickshaw or three to 
four persons on a two- 

wheeler, besides  
riding without helmets 

and driving without seat 
belts, could prove fatal in 
the event of an accident.  

Following traffic rules 
is not merely a legal  
obligation but also a  

responsibility towards 
protecting lives, he said, 

urging everyone to  
compulsorily follow  

safety measures such  
as wearing helmets and 

fastening seat belts.  
District Legal Services  

Authority Member  
Secretary Mariyappa,  

Additional Superinten-
dent of Police Dharanesh, 

District Home Guards 
Commandant Eranna and 
Mallikarjun Shiragol were 

present.

Public health cannot 
be left at the mercy 

of unverified medical 
claims. A systematic 
inspection drive and 

strict enforcement of 
applicable regulations 

are necessary to protect 
people from potentially 

unsafe treatment.

₹50–70
Pulse-test fee mentioned 
in the roadside camp’s 
advertisement

PROTEST

TODAY
SEPT 29

A four-member 
special team has been 
constituted to conduct 

a comprehensive 
investigation into 

complaints of alleged 
irregularities in 

Chandori and Korekal 
Gram Panchayats of 
Kamalnagar taluk.

The complaint
Bhagyashree Mahadev 
demanded that the investi-
gation should not be confined 
to her husband and that 
legal action should be taken 
against the actual persons 
responsible, if the allegations 
are established.

Election schedule 
announced

SEPT 29
Notification to be issued

SEPT 29 TO OCT 6
Nominations, 11 am to 3 pm

OCT 6
Last date for filing nomina-
tions

OCT 7
Scrutiny of nominations

OCT 9
Last date for withdrawal of 
nominations

OCT 23
Polling, from 8 am to 4 pm

OCT 27
Counting of votes from 8 am

At a glance
SEAT

North-East 
Teachers’

POLL CODE

In force

DIVISION

Kalaburagi
ASST RO

Bidar DC

Shilpa Sharma
Deputy Commissioner, Bidar

There are no parks 
in Basavakalyan 
with beautiful 
surroundings, 
trees, and flowers, 
and clean air.

Park by park
■	 Chaman Garden: opposite 

the Raja Bagaswara Dargah, 
well kept while the munici-
pality existed

■	 Jaishankar Oni: thorns, 
pigs and dogs; a hideout for 
thieves

■	 Ganga-Madina Colony: 
turns into a dump every 4 
days

■	 Vidyanagar Layout: a good 
wall, but grass inside

■	 Elsewhere: residents want 
fences for the gardens in 
Tripuranta, Sita Colony, 
Jaishankar Colony, Hanuman 
Temple site, Vijayanagar 
Colony and Hiremath Colony, 
and cleaning every day

“It is being said that 
although money has 

been sanctioned for the 
development of some 
parks, the work has 
not been done due to 
encroachment. Therefore, 
the Municipal Council 
should take immediate 
action.”

— Laxman Kapanure, Social 
Activist

CITIZENS HAVE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The Samavesha
WHERE NV College ground, 

Kalaburagi

WHEN Sunday evening

LED BY Adrushya Kadasid-
dheshwar Swamiji, 
Kanneri Math

ALSO 
SPOKE

Shivakumar Swami 
of Bidar, Savita-
nanda Swami, Pra-
navananda Swami 
of Muchalamba

PRESIDED Chandu Patil
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Hosadurga Bus Stand 

shop auction has 
been postponed

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The auction of commer-
cial shops at the new bus 
stand in Hosadurga has 
been postponed due to 

various reasons. The Ho-
sadurga Town Municipal 
Council had earlier pub-
lished an advertisement 
about the auction in the 
Vijayavani daily newspa-
per on September 10. Ac-
cording to a notification 
issued now, the auction 

process, which was 
scheduled to be held on 
September 30, has been 

postponed. The Town 
Municipal Council has in-

formed the concerned 
parties about the change 
in the auction schedule. 
Further details regarding 
the new date and other 

arrangements will be an-
nounced later.

National Lok Adalat 
settles 61,367 
cases in Udupi
CH NEWS, UDUPI

A total of 61,367 cases 
were settled through 

compromise in a single 
day during the National 
Lok Adalat held on Sep-

tember 19 across courts in 
Udupi, Kundapura, Karka-
la and Byndoor. Held un-
der the direction of the 
Karnataka State Legal 

Services Authority, Ben-
galuru, the Lok Adalat 

awarded compensation 
of ₹14,45,52,485. The set-

tled cases included 261 
cheque bounce cases, 79 
bank and money recovery 

cases, two matrimonial 
cases, 3,190 civil cases, 47 
MACT cases, one labour 

dispute, three finance-re-
lated cases, 12 other crim-

inal cases and 57,772 
pre-litigation cases. The 

Office of the Principal 
District and Sessions 
Judge said the pro-

gramme was successfully 
conducted with the coop-

eration of courts, legal 
services committees, Bar 
Associations, government 

departments, police, 
banks, insurance compa-

nies and litigants.

CASES SETTLED
Pre-litigation . . . . . . . . . .          57,772
Civil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    3,190
Cheque bounce . . . . . . . . . . .           261
Bank and money recovery . . 79
MACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
Other criminal . . . . . . . . . . . . .              12
Finance-related  . . . . . . . . . . . .             3
Matrimonial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 2
Labour dispute  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              1

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .             61,367
Compensation awarded

₹14,45,52,485

South-East 
Graduates’ 

poll helplines 
set up

CHIKKABALLAPURA: 
Deputy Commissioner 
G. Prabhu said helpline 
centres have been 
established at district 
and taluk levels to 
provide information and 
guidance regarding the 
2026 Karnataka Legisla-
tive Council South-East 
Graduates’ Constituency 
election.

The notification will 
be issued on September 
29. The district has 
25,584 registered voters, 
including 14,597 men and 
10,987 women. Eligible 
graduates can submit 
Form-18 by September 
29 for inclusion in the 
voters’ list.

Nominations can be 
filed until October 6, 
scrutiny will be held on 
October 7, and with-
drawal is allowed until 
October 9. Voting will 
take place on October 
23 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
with counting on October 
27.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Office helpline 
is 08156-277002. Taluk 
helpline numbers are 
also available for voters 
seeking assistance.

Officials told to resolve senior 
citizens’ grievances quickly

Prabhu urged officials to identify neglected senior citizens, counsel family 
members on respectful care, and pursue legal action if persuasion fails

Farmers demand loan 
waiver and higher 
sugarcane prices

CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu directed officials to 
listen carefully to the prob-
lems and grievances of senior 
citizens and provide solutions 
on the spot whenever possi-
ble.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating sports and cultural 
programmes organised to 
mark Senior Citizens’ Day at 
the Sir M. Visvesvaraya Dis-
trict Stadium on Monday.

Prabhu said officials must 
identify cases where senior 
citizens are not being properly 
cared for by their children, 
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law 
or other family members.

 The concerned family 
members should be called and 
advised to provide respectful 
care. If the issue is not re-
solved through persuasion, 
necessary action should be 
taken under the available legal 
provisions.

He stressed the need to use 
legal measures to ensure 
maintenance and support for 

senior citizens. These may 
include deductions from the 
salaries or income sources of 
children or concerned per-
sons, or entries regarding out-
standing maintenance in 
property records.

He also directed officials to 
guide senior citizens on legal 
options to reclaim their prop-
erty when necessary and en-
sure that free legal aid is pro-
vided. He said such cases 
could be resolved at the As-
sistant Commissioner level 
and should be settled quickly 
with the support of panel law-
yers.

The Deputy Commissioner 
instructed the District Depart-
ment for the Empowerment of 
Differently-Abled and Senior 
Citizens to conduct meetings 
once every two months to 
hear grievances and prepare a 
list of issues. Officials should 
identify the concerned depart-
ments and coordinate with 
them to find solutions.

Free legal aid available
Prabhu said women, senior 
citizens and eligible people 
with an annual income below 
₹3 lakh can obtain free legal 
aid through the District Legal 

Services Authority and Taluk 
Legal Services Committees. 
He urged people to approach 
legal service organisations in-
stead of unauthorised persons 
for assistance.

During the programme, 
walking sticks and identity 
cards were distributed to se-
nior citizens.

Hundreds of senior citizens 
participated enthusiastically 
in sports events and cultural 
activities held at the district 
stadium.

The DC’s directions

Identify senior citizens not 
properly cared for by their 
families

1

Counsel family members to 
provide respectful care

2

Act legally if persuasion 
fails: deductions from 
salaries or income, or entries 
in property records

3

Settle cases at Assistant 
Commissioner level with 
panel lawyers

4

Meet every two months to 
hear grievances

5

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The Vijayapura district unit 
of the Karnataka State Farm-
ers’ Association submitted a 
memorandum to Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi through the Deputy 
Commissioner, demanding 
farm loan waivers and a sup-
port price of ₹6,000 per 
tonne for sugarcane.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Siddanagouda M. Patil said 
the district is facing a severe 
drought due to inadequate 
monsoon rainfall. He said 
agricultural labourers have 
been left without work and 
crops such as tur, cotton, 
maize and bajra have been 
destroyed.

He said the government’s 
announced compensation of 
₹2,500 per acre was insuffi-
cient and demanded a mini-
mum of ₹25,000 per acre. He 
also said farmers were facing 
difficulties in obtaining loans 
for seeds and fertilisers.

The association demanded 
that agricultural loans be 
waived, with the Central and 
State governments sharing 
the burden equally, and that 
bank recovery proceedings 
be stopped. It also sought 

compensation for crop losses 
and direct payment of insur-
ance compensation into 
farmers’ bank accounts.

The farmers demanded 
drinking water and fodder 
for people and livestock, ad-
ditional rations, and immedi-
ate payment to farmers for 
paddy, jowar and ragi pro-
cured through purchase cen-
tres.

Mahadevappa Teli de-
manded that the State fix a 
sugarcane price above the 
Fair and Remunerative Price 
(FRP).He also sought effec-
tive implementation of the 
Namma Hola Namma Daari 
scheme, national project sta-
tus for the Upper Krishna 
Project and speedy comple-
tion of dam-height works.

Layappa Ingale demanded 
inclusion of Vijayapura dis-
trict under the Kalyana Kar-
nataka region for benefits 
under Article 371(J). He also 
sought urgent completion of 
canal works and at least sev-
en hours of electricity for 
agricultural pump sets.

The farmers also demand-
ed measures to permanently 
address drought, regular fill-
ing of water bodies and 
tanks, and other agricultural 
support.

Siddanagouda M. Patil highlighted severe drought, 
crop losses and unemployment, demanding ₹25,000 

per acre compensation and easier loans for farmers

Crop-loss compensation per acre
ANNOUNCED

₹2,500
by the government; called 
insufficient

▶

DEMANDED

₹25,000
the minimum the farmers seek

Senior citizens urged 
to participate freely 

in competitions

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Senior citizens should partic-
ipate freely and without hesi-
tation in sports and cultural 
competitions, as age applies 
to the body and not the mind, 
said Nitin Yashwant Rao, 
Member Secretary of the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority.

He was speaking at the 
World Senior Citizens’ Day 
celebrations held at the Mahat-
ma Gandhi District Stadium in 
Ajjarkadu on Monday. Sports 
and cultural competitions were 
organised under the centrally 

sponsored Atal Vayo Abhyu
daya Yojana.

Rao said every citizen has a 
responsibility to treat senior 
citizens with respect and care. 
He urged children to allow 
their parents and elders to live 
with the family instead of send-
ing them to old-age homes.He 
said the Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Senior Cit-
izens Act, 2007, provides pro-
tection to senior citizens. 

Age applies to the body 
and not the mind

Rain fails, Jevargi 
farmers fear loss of 

tur, cotton crops
CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Farmers in Jevargi taluk, who 
had sown tur and cotton crops 
with high hopes of a good 
monsoon, are now facing se-
vere distress as the prolonged 
dry spell has caused the 
standing crops to wither. Vil-
lages including Kolkuru, 
Haraval, Mandeval, Jeratagi, 
Ankalagi, Ghanwar, Andola, 
Naribol and Kellur have re-
ceived inadequate rainfall, 
leaving crops struggling for 
moisture. In several areas, the 
growth of germinated crops 
has been severely affected, 
forcing some farmers to con-
sider destroying their crops.

The crops particularly need-
ed rainfall during the flower-
ing and pod-setting stages. 
However, the failure of timely 
rains has left standing tur and 
cotton crops wilting under the 
scorching sun.

Farmers are making efforts 
to save the crops by drawing 
water from nearby streams 
and borewells. However, de-
clining groundwater levels 
and reduced water availability 
in borewells have added to 
their problems. In areas with-
out conventional irrigation 
facilities, farmers have hired 
sprinkler irrigation pipes or 
connected old pipelines to 
provide water to their crops. 
But even these temporary 
measures have become diffi-

cult due to the shortage of wa-
ter.

Farmers said the water lev-
el in agricultural wells and 
borewells has been steadily 
declining, leaving them help-
less as crops dry up before 
their eyes. 

The situation has also 
raised concerns over drinking 
water availability in rural ar-
eas, where several villages 
depend mainly on borewells. 
With groundwater levels fall-
ing and electricity supply 
posing additional difficulties, 
villagers fear that drinking 
water shortages could worsen 
in the coming days.

Farmers are now praying 
for rain, with special prayers 
being held at temples, mutts, 
mosques and dargahs. Having 
borrowed money to purchase 
seeds and fertilisers and sow 
their crops expecting good 
yields, farmers say the failure 
of rains has compounded their 
financial burden. According 
to Chandrakant Jeevanagi, 
Assistant Director of Agricul-
ture, Jevargi, crop yields in 
the taluk are expected to de-
cline by more than 80 per cent 
due to the lack of rainfall. He 
advised farmers not to spend 
unnecessarily on fertilisers 
and costly pesticides for tur 
and cotton crops if rainfall oc-
curs, considering the prevail-
ing crop condition and mois-
ture availability.

80% More than 80 per cent fall 
expected in the taluk’s crop 
yields for lack of rain, says the 
Assistant Director of Agriculture

Udupi plans to promote 
agri-tourism alongside 

coastal attractions
CH NEWS, UDUPI

Zilla Panchayat CEO Prateek 
Bayal said there is a proposal 
to give greater emphasis to 
agri-tourism by combining 
rural life and agricultural cul-
ture with Udupi’s natural 
beauty, religious sites and 
beaches.

He was speaking after in-
augurating the ‘Udupi Tour-
ism Influencers & Stakehold-
ers Meet - 2026’ at Palace 
Garden, Kapu. The event was 
organised by the Department 
of Tourism in association 
with the Association of 
Coastal Tourism to mark 
World Tourism Day.

Bayal said tourism should 
offer more than sightseeing 
and tourists should get oppor-
tunities to experience rural 
life, farming activities, local 
food and coastal culture. He 
said discussions were held on 
including village walks, farm 

visits and traditional farming 
experiences in tourism pack-
ages.

He said folk arts, Yaksha-
gana, local culture and rural 
heritage could provide tour-
ists with unique experiences. 
Agri-tourism could also cre-
ate economic opportunities 
for farmers, rural entrepre-
neurs, women’s self-help 
groups and artists.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Abid Gadyal said 
local tourist attractions and 
the unique features of rural 
and agricultural life should be 
promoted effectively. 

He said cooperation among 
local people and tourism 
stakeholders could help the 
sector grow.

Coastal Tourism Associa-
tion president Manohar Shetty 
said Udupi has significant po-
tential in coastal tourism and 
called for greater promotion of 
its beaches, religious and cul-
tural sites and natural beauty.

Assistant Director of Tour-
ism Vindhya stressed the role 
of influencers and content 
creators in promoting Udupi 
through social media.

Gaurav Shenava spoke 
about agri-tourism. Twenty 
tourism influencers from the 
district were felicitated 
during the programme.

At a glance
■	 Event Theme: World Tourism 

Day celebration featuring the 
‘Udupi Tourism Influencers & 
Stakeholders Meet - 2026’ at 
Kapu.

■	 Core Proposal: Zilla Pan-
chayat CEO Prateek Bayal 
announced plans to prioritize 
agri-tourism by blending 
rural culture with coastal 
beauty.

■	 Key Strategy: Leveraging 
social media influencers and 
content creators to promote 
local heritage, village walks, 
and traditional farming 
experiences.

Showcase Chitradurga’s heritage: Kumaraswamy
PRESERVING ANCIENT HISTORY

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy 
said greater efforts should be 
made to preserve and show-
case Chitradurga’s prehistoric 
heritage to the world, noting 
that tourism can strengthen 
the economic resources of the 

state and district.
He was speaking at a World 

Tourism Day programme or-
ganised by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat 
and Department of Tourism at 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
office hall.

Kumaraswamy said Chitra
durga is known not only for 
its seven-layered fort and re-
corded history but also for its 
prehistoric background. He 
said the region reflects early 
human life, including com-
munal living, the discovery 
of fire and the creation of 
rock art.

He pointed to the rock 
paint ings found in the 
Chandravalli caves and on 
the rocks at Huligundi as ev-
idence of the region’s an-
cient heritage. He urged peo-
ple to preserve these heritage 
sites and pass their history 
on to future generations.

He said tourism is an im-
portant source of revenue 
and can help strengthen 

bonds among people. Coun-
tries and States that preserve 
their natural and historical 
resources for tourists can see 
their economies grow, he 
added.

Kumaraswamy said Karna-
taka is giving greater impor-
tance to tourism policies and 
regulations. He also stressed 
the need for tourist guides to 
provide accurate information 
and for tourists and staff to 
maintain cleanliness at tour-
ist places.

He recalled how the stories 
of Veera Madakari Nayaka 
and Veera Vanite Obavva, 
T.R. Subba Rao’s Durga
stamana and the film Nagara

havu helped make Chitra
durga known widely. He also 
praised Jyothiraj, popularly 
known as Kothi Raja, and lo-
cal tourist guides.

Assistant Director of Tour-
ism Manjunatha Reddy said 
this year’s theme is ‘Reimag-
ining Tourism through Digi-
tal Agenda and Artificial In-
telligence’. He said cleanli-
n e s s  d r i v e s  a n d  s a p -
ling-planting programmes 
were held at tourist, heritage 
and religious sites.

Fruits were distributed to 
tourists visiting Chitradurga 
Fort. Tourist guides, Pravasi 
Mitras and department staff 
attended the programme.

WORLD
TOURISM

DAY

Highlights
→	 Chitradurga urged to 

showcase prehistoric 
heritage globally.

→	 Tourism growth can 
strengthen district economic 
resources.

→	 Chandravalli and Huligundi 
preserve ancient rock 
paintings.

→	 Officials stressed heritage 
conservation for future 
generations.

→	 Accurate guides and 
cleanliness needed at sites.

→	 Tourism events included 
competitions and visitor 
outreach.

The Chief Administrative Officer, Taluk Public Hospital, Hangal, Dist : Haveri
Ph : 08379-262222 E-mail : mothhn122@gmail.com GST : 29BLRC07982C1DZ

Work Order No./MC&A/HBL- 534-B / Size : 10 X 8 Sq.cm
City Highlights (Karnataka edn.)

Advtmnt Date : 29-09-2026

Publication of E-Tender
E-tender is invited for the purchase of medicines and

equipment required for Taluk Hospital Hanagal Dist Haveri
for the year 2026-27 from registered eligible institutions/
reputable original manufacturers/authorized
representatives/authorized distributors as per the Karnataka
Public Procurement Transparency Act-99/2000 and the
conditions issued by the Government from time to time. Eligible
tenderers may submit their tender through K.P.P. Portal https:/
/kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Further details can be obtained from
the above address.
Tender Schedule : Tender Upload Start Date : 24/09/2026.
Tender Amount Rs. 50.00 Lakhs, E.M.D. Amount Rs. 1.00
Lakhs. Last Date and Time for Uploading Tender : 08/10/
2026 Upto 4.00 PM, Technical Bid Opening Date : 09/10/
2026. Date for Submission of Samples of Materials to be
intimated later. P-Bid Meeting of Tenderer has been called
on 29/09/2026 at 11.30 AM at Taluka Hospital, Hanagal.

Sl.No : TGHH/Tender/03/2026-27            Date : 28/09/2026

TALUKA GENERAL HOSPITAL HANGAL
Tq : HANGAL Dist : HAVERI

Govt of Karnataka

Email : mothhnl22@gmail.com ph : 08379-262222

DIPR/Haveri/362/KSMCA/2026-27

Sd/- Administrative Medical Officer,
Taluk General Hospital Hanagal



ibcworldnews.com

TUESDAY   SEPTEMBER 29, 2026 5KALABURAGI KARNATAKA

CH NEWS,  MANGALURU

Actor and social activist 
Prakash Raj has criticised the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) process of electoral 
rolls, alleging that it is a sys-
tematic attack on democracy, 
the Constitution and citizens’ 
right to vote.

He was speaking at a press 
conference and consultative 
meeting with pro-people or-
ganisations and citizens of 
Dakshina Kannada district at 
Hotel Ocean Pearl in Manga-
luru.

Prakash Raj alleged that the 
Central Election Commission 
had taken away the voting 
rights of 13 crore voters 
across the country. He ques-
tioned whether proper notices 
were issued before names 
were removed from electoral 
rolls.He said Karnataka has 
5.5 crore voters and ques-
tioned the need to complete 
the SIR exercise within a 
month when Assembly elec-
tions are still two years away. 
He alleged that 1.08 crore 
votes in Karnataka were be-
ing targeted under the Absent, 
Shifted, Duplicate, Dead and 

Others category.
He also raised concerns 

over voters being removed 
under “Unmapped” and “Log-
ical Discrepancy” categories. 
He said poor people, trans-
gender persons, migrant 
workers and youths working 
in Gulf countries could be af-
fected.Prakash Raj also al-
leged misuse of Form 7 appli-
cations to remove voters’ 
names. He referred to claims 
of pre-printed forms being 
brought to a polling booth in 
Belagavi North and alleged 
that applications were being 
used against Muslim, Chris-

tian, tribal and poor voters.
He further criticised the 

centralisation of the process 
through ECI-Net and raised 
concerns over changes in the 
appointment of Election 
Commissioners and their le-
gal protection.

According to Prakash Raj, 
lawyers, experts and social 
activists are conducting a so-
cial audit at 100 polling sta-
tions in Karnataka. He said a 
press conference would be 
held in Bengaluru on Septem-
ber 30 to present evidence, 
followed by a national-level 
meeting in Delhi on October 

1.He urged the Supreme 
Court to intervene immediate-
ly and quash the SIR process, 
which he described as unsci-
entific.

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Awareness and presence of 
mind are more important than 
fear when dealing with snake-
bites, Deputy District Health 
Education Officer G.V. Kon-
nur said.

He was speaking at the In-
ternational Snakebite Aware-
ness Day programme organ-
ised jointly by the Primary 
Health Centre in Kasapura 
village of Chitradurga taluk 
and the District IEC division.

Konnur advised people to 
keep a snakebite victim calm 
and prevent panic. He said the 
wound should not be cut, a 
tight tourniquet should not be 
tied and venom should not be 
sucked out with the mouth.

The victim should not be 
allowed to walk. Rings, ban-
gles, watches and tight cloth-
ing around the bitten limb 
should be removed immedi-
ately, as swelling can affect 
blood circulation.

He urged people not to 
waste time on unsafe practic-
es, superstitions or traditional 
remedies and advised them to 
take the victim to the nearest 
health centre immediately. 
During transportation, the pa-
tient should be laid on the left 
side and the bitten limb 
should be kept still.

Konnur also advised people 
to use a torch while moving 
outside at night and maintain 
cleanliness around their 
homes to reduce the risk of 
snake encounters.

District Health Education 
Officer Krishna Nayak spoke 
about organ donation and said 
donating healthy organs after 
death to patients in need is a 
humanitarian act. He said 
people can officially register 
to donate organs such as the 
heart, kidneys, liver, lungs 
and corneas.

Senior Health Inspector 
Rudramuni administered the 
organ donation pledge.

Kotagudda Sahana 
School receives 

eco‑school award
CH NEWS, PAVAGADA

Sahana English Medium 
School in Kotagudda, Pa-

vagada taluk, has re-
ceived the ‘Eco-School 
Award’ for its efforts to 
promote environmental 
awareness among stu-
dents. The school has 

been regularly conducting 
educational and environ-
ment-related activities to 

encourage cleanliness, 
healthy lifestyles, and 

awareness about water 
and environmental con-
servation. The Tumakuru 
Science Centre selected 
the school for the award 

in recognition of its efforts 
to develop environmental 

concern and scientific 
thinking among children, 

along with its eco-friendly 
activities and educational 
programmes. The award 

is presented in memory of 
Smt. Arasamma and Sri 
D.C. Chikkanna. Social 
Science teacher Jinish, 

along with students, re-
ceived the award on be-
half of the school. The 
honour recognises the 

continued efforts of the 
school management, 
headmaster, teachers, 

students and parents to-
wards environmental pro-

tection.

Gadag water 
supply to face 

temporary 
disruption

CH NEWS, GADAG

Drinking water supply to 
Gadag-Betageri twin cit-

ies will be temporarily dis-
rupted for one to two 

days due to repair work 
on the main pipeline near 
Mevundi bus stand, which 

supplies water from 
Hammigi to Dambal. The 
Gadag-Betageri City Mu-

nicipal Council has ar-
ranged tractor-mounted 
tankers to provide water 

free of charge to residents 
facing shortages. Resi-

dents can contact Vasan-
tha Kumar Melmani 
(7259961320), Par-

ashurama Bevinamarada 
(8880792404), Ramesh 

Koni (8660283991), 
Helpline (08372278504), 
Assistant Executive Engi-

neer (8050774537), or 
City Commissioner 

(9663911682) for tanker 
services. Commissioner 
Rajaram Pawar has re-

quested residents to co-
operate with the munici-
pal authorities during the 

repair work.

Belagavi Division 
Dasara Sports Meet 

begins in Gadag

CH NEWS, GADAG

The Belagavi Division-lev-
el Dasara Sports Meet 

featuring hockey and vol-
leyball will be held on 

September 29 and 30 at 
the K.H. Patil District Sta-

dium in Gadag. The 
events will begin at 10 

a.m. The sports meet is 
being organised jointly by 
the Gadag District Admin-
istration, Zilla Panchayat 
and the Department of 

Youth Empowerment and 
Sports, Gadag. Deputy 

Commissioner C.N. 
Sreedhar will inaugurate 

the event. Zilla Panchayat 
Chief Executive Officer 

Mukul Jain and Superin-
tendent of Police Mithun 
H.N. will attend as chief 

guests. Dr. Sharanu Gog-
eri, Assistant Director of 

the Department of Youth 
Empowerment and 

Sports, has welcomed 
participants and the pub-

lic to the event.

Road delay sparks 
protest and traffic 

blockade in Magadi

Snakebite awareness stressed at 
Chitradurga health programme

Highlights
→	 Farmers and workers block 

Magadi-Kunigal road

→	 Project delayed for seven to 
eight years

→	 Poor road conditions linked 
to four deaths

→	 Traffic brought to standstill 
for thirty minutes

→	 Officials promise road work 
starting next week

→	 Association warns of larger 
taluk-wide agitations

At a Glance
■	 Program context: Interna-

tional Snakebite Awareness 
Day event held in Kasapura 
village, Chitradurga.

■	 Core safety message: 
Awareness, presence of 
mind, and immediate hos-
pital care outweigh fear.

■	 Additional focus: Promotion 
of humanitarian organ dona-
tion pledges administered by 
health officials.

ORGAN 
DONATION

People can officially register 
to donate organs such as 
the heart, kidneys, liver, 
lungs and corneas. Donating 
healthy organs after death to 
patients in need is a humani-
tarian act.

?

Snakebite first aid
✓	 Keep the victim calm; 

prevent panic
✗	 Don’t cut the wound
✗	 Don’t tie a tight tourniquet
✗	 Don’t suck out the venom
✗	 Don’t let the victim walk
✓	 Remove rings, bangles, 

watches and tight clothing
✓	 Lay the patient on the left 

side, bitten limb still
✓	 Go to the nearest health 

centre at once

TRAFFIC HALTED

30 MIN
NARASIMHA CIRCLE

CH NEWS,  MAGADI

Long delays in the KSHIP 
road project connecting Ben-
galuru, Magadi and Somwar-
pet led to a strong protest in 
Magadi town, with farmers 
and workers blocking the 
Magadi-Kunigal road at Nara-
simha Circle.

Members of the Karnataka 
State Kempegowda Farmers’ 
Association and the Forum 
for the Protection of Workers 
and Farmers staged the pro-
test, alleging that the road 
project had been delayed for 
seven to eight years. They 
said poor road conditions, 
potholes and dust had caused 
serious difficulties for com-
muters.

The road blockade brought 
traffic to a standstill for more 
than half an hour, resulting in 
long queues of vehicles. Heat-
ed arguments also broke out 
between protesters and motor-
ists who tried to pass through 
the blockade.

Deputy Tahsildar Prabhakar 
and KSHIP officials visited 
the protest site. The protesters 
demanded the presence of se-
nior officials and questioned 

the delay in completing the 
project.

The protest was withdrawn 
after KSHIP AEE Nagaraju 
arrived and assured the pro-
testers that a final decision 
would be taken and the road 
work would begin within a 
week.

Karnataka State Kempe-
gowda Farmers’ Association 
president Shivakumar alleged 
that the project had suffered 
from poor-quality and unsci-
entific work. He said four 
people had lost their lives in 
accidents linked to potholes 
and demanded immediate ac-
tion to complete the road.

Workers’ and Farmers’ Pro-
tection Forum general secre-
tary Nagaraju said two-wheel-
er riders were facing difficul-
ties because vehicles raised 
large amounts of dust. He 
demanded compensation and 
employment for families of 
those who died in accidents 
and sought a written timeline 
for completing the project.

Farmers’ Association hon-
orary president Thammanna-
gowda said the prolonged 
delay showed a lack of con-
cern among officials and pol-
iticians. He warned that a 
larger agitation could be held 
across the taluk.

Tumakuru district farmers’ 
association president Yogesh 
also criticised the govern-
ment’s drought compensation 
of ₹2,500 and demanded 
greater support for farmers. 
He questioned the delay in 
road work and sought clarifi-
cation on the funds sanctioned 
for the project.

The protesters warned of 
further action if the road work 
is not completed as assured.

Prakash Raj calls SIR 
attack on democracy

Prakash Raj alleged that the Election Commission removed 13 crore voters, 
questioning whether proper notices were issued before deleting names

Gadag observes Rabies 
Day with safety awareness

Search intensifies for missing 
government engineer

‘Technology cannot replace compassion in healthcare’

Allegations & actions
Mass voter deletions

Alleged: 13 crore voters dropped 
nationally without mandatory 
notices. Action: National press 
conference in Delhi on October 1

Karnataka targets
Alleged: 1.08 crore votes under 
ASDO and unmapped categories. 
Action: State evidence presenta-
tion and press meet on September 
30

Form 7 misuse
Alleged: Illegal bulk applications 
to cancel opposition votes. Action: 
Legal audits across 100 polling 
stations

Software centralization
Alleged: Removal of local approval 
buttons via ECI-Net. Action: Parlia-
mentary opposition mobilization 
during November session

Institutional changes
Alleged: Unilateral appointments 
and legal immunity for ECs. 
Action: Appeals urging immediate 
Supreme Court intervention

HIGHLIGHTS
Taluk health officials lead rabies 
awareness program

Experts warn against ignoring 
animal bites

Pet owners urged to ensure 
regular vaccinations

Medical officers advise keeping 
safe distance from strays

Inter-departmental coordina-
tion emphasized for prevention

ASHA workers and local health 
staff participate actively

He wrote about the mental 
pressure he faced from 
contractors and other 

departments over pending 
bills worth crores of rupees

Deaths caused 
by rabies can be 

completely prevented

Prakash Raj
Actor and social activist

CH NEWS,  GADAG

World Rabies Day and Aware-
ness Week was observed at 
the taluk level in Gadag to 
create awareness about rabies, 
its dangers and ways to pre-
vent the disease.

Addressing the programme, 
Taluk Health Education Offi-
cer Dr. Rajendra S. Gadad 
said rabies is a fatal infectious 
disease caused by a virus that 
mainly affects brain cells. He 
said the disease is preventable 
and urged people not to ig-
nore bites from dogs or other 
animals.

Dr. Gadad advised people 
who are bitten by dogs or oth-
er animals to immediately 
take the rabies vaccine. He 
also stressed that pet owners 
should ensure their dogs re-
ceive vaccination at regular 
intervals.

The programme was organ-
ised by the Taluk Health Offi-
cer’s office in association 
with the Betageri Primary 
Health Centre at the Taluk 
Health Officer’s conference 
hall.Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr. Madhumati Pan-
chamukhi, Administrative 
Medical Officer of the Betag-
eri Primary Health Centre, 
advised children and the pub-
lic to maintain a safe distance 
from stray dogs. She urged 

people not to take bites from 
dogs, cats or other animals 
lightly.

Dr. Panchamukhi said 
deaths caused by rabies can 
be completely prevented and 
stressed the importance of co-
operation among different 
government departments to 
achieve this goal.

ASHA workers from the 
Betageri area, Health Depart-
ment officials and members 
of the public participated in 
the awareness programme. 
The event highlighted the im-
portance of timely vaccina-
tion and responsible pet care 
in preventing rabies.

MALINGARAYA PUJAR
CH NEWS

Anxiety and sorrow have 
gripped the family of Farvez 
Dharwad, an Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer (AEE) with 
Karnataka Rural Infrastruc-
ture Development Limited 
(KRIDL), who has been miss-
ing for nearly two weeks.

Farvez left for Bengaluru 
on September 13 to attend a 
departmental meeting. He 
spoke to his mother over the 
phone until 11 a.m. on Sep-
tember 14. After that, his mo-
bile phone was switched off.

The engineer’s disappear-
ance has caused concern in 
Gadag and among his family 
members. His elderly father, 
Jafar Saab, is now waiting for 
his son to return, especially as 
Farvez’s son Mohammad 
Saad is set to celebrate his 
first birthday tomorrow.

Instead of preparing for a 
birthday celebration, the fam-
ily is spending the day in fear 
and sadness. Jafar Saab be-
came emotional while re-
membering his son and ap-
pealed to him to return home 
for his child’s birthday.

He said Farvez had always 
worked honestly but claimed 
that some people had repeat-

edly visited their home and 
harassed him. He also said his 
son was under pressure be-
cause funds for several works 
had not been released.

Farvez has reportedly left a 
note in his office diary. Ac-
cording to the information 
available, he wrote about the 
mental pressure he faced from 
contractors and other depart-
ments over pending bills 
worth crores of rupees. He 
also stated that no one should 
be held responsible for his 
death.

JDS state spokesperson 
Venkanagouda R. Govinda-
gouda visited Farvez’s resi-
dence and spoke to his family. 
Former Chief Minister H.D. 
Kumaraswamy also spoke to 
the family over the phone and 
offered reassurance.

The family said it had no 
information about reports 
concerning any statement by 
the Chief Minister about a 
complaint against Farvez.

Meanwhile, Gadag police 
have formed special teams to 
trace the missing engineer and 
have intensified their investi-
gation. As the search contin-
ues, Farvez’s family remains 
hopeful that he will return 
home safely, especially before 
his son’s first birthday.

ART OF HEALING

CH NEWS,  TUMAKURU

Communication, compassion 
and dedication are essential 
for becoming a good doctor, 
Dr. H. Basavanagoudappa, 
Vice Chancellor of JSS Acad-
emy of Higher Education and 
Research, Mysuru, said.

He was speaking at the in-
auguration of the first-year 
MBBS course for the academ-
ic year 2026-27 at Siddaganga 
Medical College and Re-
search Institute (SMCRI) in 
Tumakuru.

Dr. Basavanagoudappa said 
medical education should not 
be limited to securing good 

grades or obtaining a degree. 
He advised students to devel-
op dedication, communication 
skills and compassion while 
preparing for their medical 
careers.

He said 99% of unpleasant 
incidents in the medical field 
occur not because of doctors’ 
irresponsibility but because of 
a lack of proper communica-

tion with patients. He urged 
students to develop the habit 
of patiently listening to pa-
tients.

He said artificial intelli-
gence could support medical 
learning, but technology 
could not replace moral rela-
tionships and compassion in 
patient care. He encouraged 
students to draw inspiration 
from achievers such as Dr. 
Devi Shetty and Dr. C.N. 
Manjunath.SMCRI Executive 
Director Dr. S. Sachchidanan-
da said the institute was com-
mitted to developing world-
class, compassionate doctors 

through competence-based 
medical education. He said 
Karnataka has around 80 
medical colleges and India 
has more than 830, adding 
that the institute gives impor-
tance to students’ overall per-
sonality development along 
with academic knowledge.

Sri Siddhalinga Swamiji, 
President of Sri Siddaganga 
Math, blessed the students 
and said medicine was not 
merely an academic course 
but also a responsibility to 
serve society. He stressed 
competence, compassion and 
good character.

“There is no end to medical education. In addition to 
textbooks, every patient is a great teacher. No matter 

how much artificial intelligence develops, technology 
cannot replace the human connection and trust 
between a doctor and a patient.”

Sri Siddhalinga Swamiji  President, Sri Siddaganga Math

“Joining MBBS is a lifelong commitment to society. Let 
us always remember Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s words 

that doctors are not just diagnosers, but ‘pain relievers’ 
who relieve the pain of patients. New students should 
never forget the sacrifices of their parents and the guid-
ance of their teachers.”

— Dr. H. Basavanagoudappa, Vice Chancellor, JSS Academy of Higher 
Education and Research, Mysore
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H.S. Keerthana, IAS

H.S. Keerthana takes 
charge as NWKRTC MD

CH NEWS, HUBBALLI

Smt. H.S. Keerthana, IAS, 
assumed charge as the 

new Managing Director of 
the North Western Karna-
taka Road Transport Cor-
poration (NWKRTC) on 

September 28, 2026.
Keerthana belongs to the 
2020 Karnataka batch of 
the Indian Administrative 

Service. Before taking 
charge at NWKRTC, she 

served as the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Chik-

kamagaluru Zilla 
Panchayat.

She has now assumed re-
sponsibility as Managing 
Director of NWKRTC. The 

announcement was is-
sued by NWKRTC author-

ities.

Koppal launches free 
month-long rabies 

vaccination drive
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

A free rabies vaccination 
programme for dogs and 

cats was launched in 
Koppal on Monday to 

mark World Rabies Day.
The programme was or-
ganised by the Depart-
ment of Animal Hus-

bandry and Veterinary 
Services and the District 

Polyclinic, Koppal.
Dr. Ramesh Doddamani, 
Joint Director of the Rai-
chur-Kalaburagi Division, 

inaugurated the cam-
paign by administering 
anti-rabies vaccines to 

dogs and cats.
Dr. S.G. Rona, Deputy Di-

rector of the District Poly-
clinic, Dr. Chandrashekhar 

G. and Chief Veterinary 
Officer Dr. Yamanappa 
B.H., along with office 

staff, were present.
The free vaccination drive 

will continue from Sep-
tember 28 to October 27. 
Pet owners are encour-
aged to use the facility. 

For details, contact 
08539-299906.

Poetry carries culture, 
literature and values: 

Naveed
CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Literature, culture and 
values are reflected in the 
poems and writings cre-

ated by writers and poets, 
said Mohammad Badi-
yuddin Ahmed Naveed, 

Inspector, Department of 
Legal Metrology.

He was speaking after in-
augurating the monthly 

poetry symposium organ-
ised by the All India Mus-
haira Committee of Kop-

pal for local poets on 
Sunday evening.

Naveed said poems and 
writings contain valuable 
information and convey 

positive messages to so-
ciety. He said poets try to 
communicate meaningful 

messages through their 
verses, and people should 

understand these mes-
sages and apply them in 

their lives.
He also said that living 

with mutual national har-
mony gives greater mean-

ing to life and stressed 
the importance of pre-

serving cultural and liter-
ary values.

The committee an-
nounced that the All-In-
dia Grand Poets’ Meet 

would be held again dur-
ing the last week of Octo-
ber, continuing the annual 

tradition. The gathering 
was informed that every-
one’s cooperation would 

be important for the 
event.

CHOICE AND ACCESS

Koppal holds awareness programme on abortion and hearing
CH NEWS,  KOPPAL

A programme marking Inter-
national Safe Abortion Ser-
vices Day and International 
Week of the Deaf was held at 
the District Teaching Hospital 
auditorium on Monday.

The programme was jointly 
organised by the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
District Health and Family 
Welfare Department, District 
Teaching Hospital and Moth-
er and Child Hospital, Kop-
pal.

Dr. Rajesh, Obstetrician 
and Gynecologist at the 
Mother and Child Hospital, 
inaugurated the programme 

and spoke about safe abor-
tion services. Observed under 
the theme “Unified Action: 
Empowering Choice and Ac-
cess to Services for All,” the 
programme explained that 
safe abortion is a procedure 
performed by qualified and 

trained healthcare providers 
in an appropriate medical 
setting using scientifically 
approved methods.

He said the initiative aims 
to protect women’s sexual 
and reproductive rights and 
prevent maternal deaths 

caused by unsafe abortions.
ENT specialist Dr. Avinash 

spoke about the International 
Hearing Awareness Week 
programme and said its ob-
jective is to create awareness 
about preventing and con-
trolling hearing impairment 
and deafness. This year’s 
theme is “Upholding the Hu-
man Rights of People with 
Hearing Impairment.”

He advised people not to 
insert sticks or oil into their 
ears, get earwax removed by 
unqualified persons or put 
anything into the ear without 
medical advice. He also 
warned against swimming in 
contaminated water.

Dr. Avinash advised people 
experiencing ear pain or dis-

charge to visit the nearest 
taluk or district hospital and 
consult an ENT specialist. 
He said free hearing-related 
surgeries are available for 
children below two years.

Audiologist Bindu ex-
plained ear health guidelines, 
examinations and available 
services.

District Family Welfare 
Officer Dr. Ravindranath 
M.H. spoke about family 
welfare programmes, ear 
health and available services. 
District RCH Officer Dr. 
Prakash V. discussed mater-
nal and child health, preg-
nancy check-ups and anae-
mia.

Highlights
→	 Programme promoted safe 

abortion and hearing health.

→	 Doctors highlighted scien-
tifically approved abortion 
procedures.

→	 Safe services aim to prevent 
maternal deaths.

→	 Public advised against 
unsafe ear cleaning prac-
tices.

→	 Patients with ear symptoms 
urged medical consultation.

→	 Free hearing surgeries avail-
able for young children.

Mothers, pregnant women, students and health staff at the awareness programme 
in Koppal on Monday

Basavakalyan parks neglected amid encroachment
CH NEWS,  BIDAR

Although Basavakalyan is the 
second largest city in the dis-
trict, the municipal council is 
not paying any attention to 
providing basic amenities. 
There are many parks in the 
records. However, in reality, 
there is not a single place with 
a conducive atmosphere to 
relax and relieve fatigue. 
Land is encroached on in 
many places. Since large 
buildings have stood up in 
many places, it is difficult to 
identify the protected area of 
the park.

When the municipality ex-
isted, the Chaman Garden op-
posite the Raja Bagaswara 
Dargah was well maintained. 
There are grass and thorns in 
the gardens on both sides of 
the road leading to the main 
bus stand and in the new lay-
outs from Dr Ambedkar Cir-
cle to Tripuranta.

A garden has been built in 
the middle of Jaishankar Oni 
near Shantiniketan High 
School to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of India’s in-
dependence. There is a good 

enclosure wall around it. 
There were children’s toys in-
side. However, for some 
years, thorns have grown here 
and pigs and dogs are roam-
ing around.

This place is like a hideout 
for thieves and the residents 
of Oni are dumping garbage 
here. The drain around it al-
ways collects dirty water. 
There is an increase in the 

menace of mosquitoes and 
flies.

The garbage collectors 
bring and throw garbage at 
the entrance of the spacious 
garden in the middle of Gan-
ga-Madina Colony. Every 4 
days, this place turns into a 
dump and looks like a gar-
bage heap. The important 
thing is that children from 

some nearby schools go to the 
empty space inside from such 
a place for morning prayers. 
Different  arrangements 
should be made here for col-
lecting garbage from houses, 
say the residents.

The garden in Vidyanagar 
Layout also has a good perim-
eter wall. But grass has grown 
inside. A fence should be built 
for the gardens in Tripuranta, 
Sita Colony, Jaishankar Colo-
ny, Hanuman Temple site, 
Vi j a y a n a g a r  C o l o n y, 
Hiremath Colony and other 
places. People are demanding 
that cleanliness be done every 
day.

“It is being said that 
although money has 

been sanctioned for the 
development of some 
parks, the work has 
not been done due to 
encroachment. Therefore, 
the Municipal Council 
should take immediate 
action”

— Laxman Kapanure, Social 
ActivistRESIDENTS WANT

›	 Fences for the gardens in Tripu-
ranta, Sita Colony, Jaishankar 
Colony, Hanuman Temple site, 
Vijayanagar Colony, Hiremath 
Colony and other places

›	 Cleaning of the parks every day
›	 Separate arrangements to 

collect garbage from houses

Madhu Bangarappa 
announces historic 

Shikaripura padayatra

CH NEWS,  SHIVAMOGGA

Minister Madhu Bangarappa 
announced that a massive ral-
ly and padayatra have been 
organised in Shikaripura on 
September 30 to commemo-
rate the Bharat Jodo march 
undertaken by Rahul Gandhi 
four years ago against the 
country’s electoral system 
and the policies of the central 
government.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Monday, he noted 
that September 30 marks the 
fourth anniversary of Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo march 
from Kanyakumari to Kash-
mir, a journey that signifi-
cantly strengthened the Con-
gress party across the nation 
and the state. Consequently, 
the state government has de-
cided to celebrate this occa-
sion.

He recalled that the march 
had passed through Karnata-
ka, and he had personally 
walked alongside Rahul 
Gandhi starting from Gundlu-
pet. He added that KPCC 
President BK Hariprasad de-
cided to hold the fourth-anni-
versary celebrations in Shi-

karipura, and he congratulat-
ed both BK Hariprasad and 
CM DK Shivakumar for this 
initiative.

He further remarked that 
Rahul Gandhi is not someone 
driven by a lust for power, 
nor is he the type of politician 
who engages in politics while 
sitting in air-conditioned 
rooms in Delhi and weapon-
izing agencies like the ED 
and IT. He is someone who 
always walks alongside ordi-
nary people, listens to their 
joys and sorrows, and con-
templates doing something 
beneficial for them in the fu-
ture. 

It is precisely because of 
such a person’s padayatra that 
we have attained power today, 
it is our good fortune to have 
walked alongside him.

The padayatra will com-
mence at 10.00 AM from Kit-
tadandi and proceed via Kote, 
Hosanagara, Mattikote, Ho-
sanagara Cross, and Nelavod-
lu to reach Shikaripura. Sub-
sequently, a massive rally will 
be held at the APMC premis-
es. KPCC President BK Har-
iprasad, along with other state 
and district Congress leaders 
and functionaries, are expect-
ed to attend the march and the 
rally.

He stated that this padaya-
tra would go down as a his-
toric event in Shikaripura and 
added that there are plans to 
hold a state cabinet meeting 
there in the future.

We know how BY Vijay-
endra won in Shikaripura, he 
somehow scraped through at 
the last moment. We will not 
let that happen this time. Our 
goal is to defeat him, declared 
Minister Madhu Bangarappa.

PADAYATRA ROUTE
September 30

Kittadandi
Start, 10 AM

Kote
Hosanagara
Mattikote
Hosanagara Cross
Nelavodlu
Shikaripura
Rally at the APMC premises

At a glance
Commemoration Focus

Celebrating the fourth anniversary 
of Rahul Gandhi’s historic Bharat 
Jodo march.

Event Structure
A massive padayatra starting from 
Kittadandi leading to a public rally 
at the APMC yard.

Political Objectives
KPCC leadership and ministers tar-
geting constituency mobilization 
and opposition defeat.

Minister Madhu Bangarappa

SIT integrity questions raised in Belthangadi case
Highlights

1 RSS leader questions com-
position of SIT officers

2 Fourteen-year-old 
Belthangadi case sees 

renewed investigation

3 Police issue inquiry notice 
over phone call links

4 Protests raised against 
police notices and Goonda 

Act threats

5 Leader questions grounds 
for proposed narco-anal-

ysis tests

6 Authorities urged to avoid 
politically motivated 

actions

CH NEWS,  BELTHANGADI

Senior RSS leader Dr. Kallad-
ka Prabhakar Bhat has raised 
concerns over the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
formed to re-investigate the 
14-year-old Belthangadi 
rape and murder case.

Speaking to reporters in 
Bantwal on Monday, Bhat 
said the decision to consti-
tute the SIT was a positive 
step but questioned whether 
all officers included in the 
team were beyond suspi-

cion. He urged the investiga-
tors to conduct an impartial 
and honest probe and deter-
mine the truth without being 
influenced by external pres-
sure.

Bhat said the police have 
the capability to identify 
those responsible for the 
crime. However, he suggest-
ed that the SIT should have 
included more strong offi-
cers, citing the Mangaluru 
Police Commissioner as an 
example. He also said the 
investigation should ensure 
justice for the victim, whose 
family has been awaiting 
closure for years.

The case dates back 14 
years, and its renewed inves-
tigation has attracted atten-
tion in Dakshina Kannada. 
Bhat said investigators 
should pursue all available 
evidence and establish the 
facts conclusively.

Bhat also commented on a 

notice issued to him for 
questioning in connection 
with the Abdul Rehman 
murder case. Expressing dis-
pleasure, he questioned 
whether he was being sum-
moned simply because he 
had made a phone call.

He also questioned the 
proposed narco-analysis test 
for Bharat Kumdel and 
asked what grounds had 
been cited for conducting 
such a procedure. 

He additionally remarked 
that SP Arun Kumar should 
undergo the test first.

Bhat said he had previously 
been jailed and referred to the 
arrest of his wife while ex-
pressing his frustration over 
the latest notice. He also sug-
gested that authorities might 
be considering action against 
him under the Goonda Act.

He maintained that such 
cases should be initiated only 
when there is evidence of an-

ti-national or anti-social activ-
ity. He further called for a 
people-friendly approach by 
the police and referred to in-
stances where courts had rep-
rimanded police conduct.

Dr. Kalladka 
Prabhakar Bhat
Senior RSS leader

Congress demands resignation 
of Chief Election Commissioner

Samarth Shamanur criticized SIR for causing panic, urging unity to protect voting 
rights, welfare access, and constitutional integrity beyond partisan politics

CH NEWS,  DAVANAGERE

The District Congress staged 
a massive demonstration out-
side the Deputy Commission-
er’s office on Monday, de-
manding the immediate resig-
nation of Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar over 
alleged mass deletions from 
voter lists.

Protesters wearing black 
armbands raised slogans to 
protect democratic rights. Ad-
dressing the gathering, MP 
Dr. Prabha Mallikarjun em-
phasized that the Election 
Commission must function as 
an independent, neutral back-
bone of democracy. She as-
serted that holding constitu-
tional bodies accountable is 
necessary when public trust 
and transparency are compro-
mised.

Dr. Mallikarjun cited seri-
ous allegations regarding the 

wrongful deletion of nearly 
13 crore voters nationwide, 
including 1.07 crore across 
Karnataka and over two lakh 
within Davanagere district 
alone. Urging an impartial in-
quiry, she stated that the au-
thorities must safeguard the 
franchise of every citizen re-
gardless of background. She 
confirmed that leaders from 
the INDIA bloc will meet in 
Delhi on September 30 to out-

line coordinated agitations 
across national, state, and dis-
trict levels.

Speaking at the protest, Da-
v a n a g e r e  S o u t h  M L A 
Samarth Shamanur criticized 
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion process, stating it trig-
gered widespread panic and 
confusion among vulnerable 
populations. Many citizens 
feared losing their ration 
cards, welfare benefits, and 

constitutional franchise when-
ever  f ie ld off icials  ap-
proached their homes. He 
stressed that protecting funda-
mental voting rights tran-
scends partisan politics, urg-
ing all democratic forces to 
unite to safeguard constitu-
tional integrity. Shamanur 
reminded the crowd that past 
public mobilizations, includ-
ing protests against NEET ir-
regularities, proved that unit-
ed public resistance forces 
governments to act.

District Congress President 
Ibrahim Khalil Ulla, along-
side prominent party func-
tionaries and grassroots work-
ers, actively participated in 
the demonstration. The agita-
tion concluded with leaders 
reiterating their commitment 
to sustain nationwide protests 
until voter list transparency is 
restored and electoral rights 
are fully protected.

District Congress workers protest outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office in 
Davanagere on Monday

ALLEGED 
DELETIONS

13 crore
NATIONWIDE

1.07 crore
KARNATAKA

2 lakh+
DAVANAGERE

INDIA BLOC

SEPT 30
DELHI MEET

Koppal’s landless warn of protest for title deeds
CH NEWS,  KOPPAL

Sanjay Das Kaujalagi, a no-
madic community leader and 
head of the Landless Struggle 
Committee, has expressed 
dissatisfaction over the delay 
in providing housing sites, ti-
tle deeds and e-Khata certifi-
cates to poor and landless 
families in Kunikeri Tanda 
and surrounding areas.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Press Club on 
Monday, he warned of an in-
tense agitation if the de-
mands of eligible beneficia-
ries were not addressed im-
mediately.

According to the commit-
tee, hundreds of families, in-

cluding daily wage workers, 
poor and destitute people, 
widows, persons with dis-
abilities and members of mi-
nority communities, have 
been living in Survey No. 
41/1 at Kunikeri Tanda for 
several years without perma-
nent homes and basic facili-
ties.

The committee said the 
families had not received of-
ficial documents or basic 
amenities despite their long 
stay in the area.

It stated that more than 400 
to 500 homeless beneficiaries 
were selected during the 
2024 Ashraya Committee 
meeting. However, ti t le 
deeds have not yet been is-
sued to them. The committee 
alleged that the local admin-
istration and elected repre-
sentatives had failed to pro-
vide housing on sites identi-

fied through Survey No. 41/1 
and MGNREGA works.

The organisat ion has 
placed several demands be-
fore the authorities. It sought 
immediate issuance of offi-
cial title deeds to all eligible 
landless residents of Kuni-
keri Tanda. It also demanded 
allotment of e-Khata and 
Khata numbers by the Gram 
Panchayat or concerned au-
thority.

The committee further de-
manded drinking water and 
electricity facilities for poor 
families living in the area.

Sanjay Das Kaujalagi said 
the administration should 
take the problems of the poor 
seriously and distribute the 
pending title deeds without 
further delay. He warned that 
protests would be organised 
at the taluk and district levels 
if action was not taken soon.

Demands still 
pending
✗	 Official title deeds for all 

eligible landless residents of 
Kunikeri Tanda

✗	 e-Khata and Khata numbers 
from the Gram Panchayat or 
concerned authority

✗	 Drinking water and elec-
tricity for poor families in 
the area

The Landless Struggle Committee at the press conference at the Press Club, Koppal
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Need to equip young 

people with AI 
skills: Mandaviya

CH NEWS, NEW DELHI
Labour Minister Dr Man-

sukh Mandaviya on 
Monday emphasised the 
need to evolve India’s la-
bour and social security 

ecosystem in tandem 
with changing times and 
emerging economic re-
alities, especially vast 

opportunities that Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) 
opens up in today’s 

world. He stressed on 
the need to equip India’s 

youth with new-age 
skills in AI, automation, 
robotics and other cut-
ting-edge technologies. 

The Minister drew atten-
tion to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Inde-
pendence Day address 

from the ramparts of the 
Red Fort in 2026, where-
in the Prime Minister had 

announced that one 
crore youth would be 
trained in AI skills over 

the next one year.

Real estate capital 
inflows to India 

touch $9.5 bn
CH NEWS, NEW DELHI
India’s real estate sector 
attracted equity capital 
inflows of $9.5 billion in 

the July-September quar-
ter (Q3 2026), the highest 
quarterly figure on record, 

as inflows more than 
doubled on a year-over-
year basis, a report said 

on Monday. The upswing 
was primarily driven by 

rising investors’ appetite 
for data centres and con-

tinued capital deploy-
ment into built-up office 

assets and land/develop-
ment sites, said the report 

from CBRE South Asia. 
The equity capital inflows 
in Q3 also more than dou-

bled on a quar-
ter-over-quarter basis 
from $3.8 billion in Q2, 

2026.

NITI Aayog clears 4,100 grievances
NITI Aayog cleared thousands of grievances and pending references during Special Campaign 5.0, while freeing 

office space and preparing for the government’s next cleanliness and pendency reduction campaign in 2026.

$9.5bn
Q3 2026 equity 
inflows into real estate, 
the highest quarter on 
record, up from $3.8bn 
in Q2

Markets on 
Monday

Brent a barrel, up 2.2%

$106.6
WTI a barrel, up 1.45%

$93.76
Nifty MidCap 100

–1.63%
Nifty SmallCap 100

–1.85%

NEW DELHI

NITI Aayog has successfully 
completed the Centre’s Spe-
cial Campaign 5.0 by dispos-
ing of more than 4,100 public 
grievances and clearing sev-
eral pending official referenc-
es and parliamentary matters, 
while preparing for the next 
edition of the cleanliness and 

pendency-reduction drive.
The campaign, launched by 

the Department of Adminis-
trative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG), was 
conducted from Novem-
ber 2025 to August 2026. It 
focused on improving admin-
istrative efficiency, reducing 

pending matters and strength-
ening cleanliness practices 
across government offices.

NITI Aayog and its affiliat-
ed organisations, including 
the Development Monitoring 
and Evaluation Office, Atal 
Innovation Mission and Na-
tional Institute of Labour Eco-

nomics Research and Devel-
opment, participated in the 
exercise.

During the campaign, NITI 
Aayog disposed of 4,105 pub-
lic grievances, 127 PMO ref-
erences, 34 public grievance 
appeals and five parliamenta-
ry assurances. The govern-
ment said the exercise was 
intended to accelerate the dis-
posal of grievances, parlia-

mentary matters and other 
pending references.

The institution also under-
took record management and 
office optimisation measures. 
About 90 square feet of office 
space was freed by disposing 
of old files and improving 
space management. The sale 
of scrap generated revenue of 
around Rs 1.97 lakh.

Following the completion 

of Campaign 5.0, NITI Aayog 
is preparing for Special Cam-
paign 6.0. The next edition 
will focus on clearing pending 
references involving MPs, 
state governments and in-
ter-ministerial matters, along 
with parliamentary assuranc-
es, PMO references, public 
grievances and appeals.

4,105
public grievances 

disposed of

127
PMO references 

cleared

34
grievance appeals 

resolved

5
parliamentary assur-

ances addressed

₹1.97 lakh
from the sale of 

scrap

CAMPAIGN 6.0
›	 Target: pending references and 

grievances
›	 Focus: references involving 

MPs, state governments and 
inter-ministerial matters

States urged to plan 
Rabi scientifically

NEW DELHI

Union Agriculture Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on 
Monday urged states to adopt 
scientific and region-specific 
strategies for the upcoming 
rabi season, citing changing 
weather patterns and uneven 
rainfall during the kharif cy-
cle as reasons for stronger 
planning of water resources 
and crop choices.

Addressing the two-day na-
tional conference on Rabi 
Campaign 2026, Chouhan 
said climate variability had 
created contrasting conditions 
across the country. While 
some regions received abun-

dant rainfall, others were fac-
ing drought-like situations 
and concerns over water 
availability.

He asked state governments 
to assess reservoir levels, irri-
gation resources and soil 
moisture conditions before 
finalising sowing strategies. 
Given constraints on water 
resources, he said advance 
planning for pre-sowing ac-
tivities and subsequent irriga-
tion would be critical for a 
successful winter crop season.

The minister also stressed 
that crop selection should be 
based on local water avail-
ability. States should avoid 
promoting water-intensive 
varieties in areas expected to 
face shortages and guide 
farmers towards suitable 
crops and varieties to mini-
mise production risks.

Chouhan called for focused 
efforts to expand pulses and 
oilseeds cultivation, particu-
larly in rice-fallow areas 
where residual soil moisture 
can be effectively utilised. 
States have been asked to pre-
pare district-level plans to 
promote gram, lentil and mus-
tard using region-appropriate 

practices.
Highlighting market sup-

port, the minister said farmers 
naturally prefer crops offer-
ing better returns. He stressed 
that efficient procurement 
systems and market linkages 
were essential for pulses and 
oilseeds, alongside stronger 
processing capacity and ef-
forts to promote export-qual-
ity production.

On farm inputs, Chouhan 
emphasised timely fertiliser 
availability and efficient dis-
tribution to support farmers 
through the rabi season.

RABI FOCUS
Expand pulses and oilseeds 
cultivation

Promote gram, lentil and 
mustard

Strengthen procurement and 
market linkages

Ensure timely fertiliser avail-
ability

Improve processing and 
export-oriented production

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Union Agriculture Minister

Changing weather 
and uneven rainfall 
have prompted the 

Centre to seek region-
specific rabi planning, 

water management 
and crop choices.

Sensex tanks over 1,100 points as 
global tensions rattle investors

MUMBAI

Indian equity benchmarks 
ended sharply lower on Mon-
day as rising crude oil prices, 
escalating tensions in West 
Asia, surging global bond 
yields and persistent foreign 
fund outflows weighed heav-
ily on investor sentiment.

The  Sensex  p lunged 
1,124.02 points, or 1.52 per 
cent, to close at 72,771.72, 
while the Nifty declined 
360.25 points, or 1.56  per 
cent, to settle at 22,780.25. 
Selling pressure was broad-
based, with losses extending 
across large-cap, mid-cap and 
small-cap stocks.

Among the Nifty constitu-
ents, Tata Motors Passenger 
Vehicles (TMPV), Power 
Grid and Jio Financial Ser-
vices emerged as the top lag-
gards. The broader market 
also witnessed significant 
weakness, with the Nifty 
MidCap 100 falling 1.63 per 

cent and the Nifty SmallCap 
100 ending 1.85 per cent low-
er.

Investor sentiment re-
mained fragile amid concerns 
that the ongoing conflict in 
West Asia could further dis-
rupt global energy supplies 
and fuel inflationary pres-
sures.

Market participants reacted 
nervously after US President 
Donald Trump rejected an Ira-
nian proposal aimed at re-
opening the Strait of Hormuz 
and easing hostilities, while 
Iran maintained that diploma-
cy remains the only solution 
to its conflict with the United 
States and Israel.

The geopolitical uncertain-
ty reverberated across global 
financial markets, triggering 
risk-off sentiment. Major 
Asian markets ended lower, 

with South Korea declining 
nearly 2  per cent, Japan’s 
Nikkei slipping 0.10 per cent 
and Chinese equities drop-
ping more than 1 per cent.

The rise in crude oil prices 
added to investor concerns. 
Brent crude futures gained 
2.2 per cent to $106.6 per bar-
rel, while US West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) crude 
climbed 1.45  per cent to 
$93.76 per barrel.

Higher energy prices are 
seen as a key risk for India, 
which is heavily dependent on 
crude imports and remains 
vulnerable to inflationary 
pressures stemming from ele-
vated oil costs. Adding to the 
negative sentiment, global 
bond yields moved higher as 
investors reassessed inflation 
risks.

72,771.72
Sensex, down 1,124.02 points (1.52%)

22,780.25
Nifty, down 360.25 points (1.56%)

DRI cracks pan-India smuggling 
racket, seizes Rs 10.36 cr gold

NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) has busted 
a pan-India gold smuggling 
syndicate that allegedly used 
courier networks to transport 
smuggled gold across the 
country, seizing 6.61 kg of 
foreign-origin gold worth 
about Rs 10.36 crore and ar-
resting 11 persons, including 
one of the alleged master-
minds, according to an offi-
cial statement on Monday.

The operation which was 
carried out based on specific 
intelligence inputs, targeted a 
network involved in smug-
gling gold through the In-
do-Bangladesh border in West 

Bengal and Assam before dis-
tributing it to major markets 
through courier consign-
ments, according to the Fi-
nance Ministry.

The ministry further noted 
that coordinated searches and 
interceptions were conducted 
simultaneously in Mumbai, 
Delhi, Kolkata, Ahmedabad 
and Guwahati. During the op-
eration, DRI officials inter-
cepted live courier consign-
ments containing smuggled 
gold that had been booked 
from Guwahati and Kolkata 
for delivery in Mumbai, Delhi 
and Ahmedabad.

Seven recipients were ap-
prehended, while searches at 
the premises of consignors in 
Kolkata led to the arrest of 
three more persons. More-
over, a subsequent operation 
in Mumbai resulted in the ar-
rest of one of the key coordi-
nators of the network.

Investigators found that the 
syndicate had adopted a strat-
egy of splitting smuggled 
gold into multiple small con-
signments and dispatching 

them through courier chan-
nels to recipients in different 
cities for disposal in the do-
mestic market.

The investigation also 
showed that both the shippers 
and the recipients were acting 
as paper companies or private 
individuals without engaging 
in any legal gold trading, sug-
gesting a conscious effort to 
hide the source and flow of 
gold that was smuggled 
through courier services.

DRI recovered and seized a 
total of 6.61 kg of foreign-or-
igin gold bars valued at 
around Rs 10.36 crore under 
the provisions of the Customs 
Act, 1962.

In a significant develop-
ment, preliminary examina-
tion of documentary evidence 
suggested that the syndicate 
had transported and delivered 
nearly 318 kg of smuggled 
g o l d  w o r t h  a r o u n d 
Rs  475  crore through the 
same courier-based network 
during the first nine months 
of the current calendar year, 
the ministry said.

6.61 kg
SEIZED

₹10.36 cr
WORTH

11
ARRESTED

Study finds Ashwagandha well tolerated
NEW DELHI

A large multicentre clinical 
study has found that daily ad-
ministration of a standardised 
Ashwagandha root extract for 
24 weeks was well tolerated, 
with no evidence of treat-
ment-related liver or kidney 
injury, the Ministry of Ayush 
said on Monday.

Published in Frontiers in 
Medicine on August 20, the 
study was a multicentre, ran-
domised, double-blind, place-
bo-controlled trial examining 
the prolonged prophylactic use 
and tolerability of Ashwagand-
ha following COVISHIELD 
vaccination.

The research involved 1,200 
apparently healthy adults aged 
between 18 and 70 years who 
had received a first, second or 
booster dose of the vaccine. 
Nearly 86 per cent of partici-
pants completed the study.

Participants were randomly 
assigned to receive either 
500 mg of standardised aque-

ous Ashwagandha root extract 
daily, equivalent to four grams 
of raw root powder, or a 
matching placebo. The trial 
was conducted across seven 
sites in India, with participants 
receiving the intervention for 
24 weeks and being followed 
until week 28.

According to the ministry, 
liver and kidney parameters 
remained within reported ref-
erence ranges. Assessments of 
liver enzymes, bilirubin, creat-
inine and blood urea showed 
no evidence of treatment-relat-
ed hepatic or renal injury.

The study also reported zero 
serious adverse events consid-
ered attributable to the inter-
vention, while no participant 
withdrew because of an ad-

verse event.
The study also assessed im-

mune response following vac-
cination. Virus-neutralising 
activity exceeded 85 per cent 
in both groups, with no statis-
tically significant difference 
between participants receiving 
Ashwagandha and those re-
ceiving placebo.

Study highlights
→	 1,200 adults participated 

across seven Indian sites
→	 24-week intervention fol-

lowed through week 28
→	 500 mg standardised 

Ashwagandha extract given 
daily

→	 No treatment-related 
hepatic or renal injury 
reported

→	 Zero attributable serious 
adverse events

→	 No withdrawals due to 
adverse events

→	 Neutralising activity 
exceeded 85 per cent in both 
groups

GROWTH ACCELERATION

Industrial output surges 8% in August
NEW DELHI

India’s industrial production 
grew 8  per cent in August 
compared with the same 
month last year, supported by 
strong expansion in manufac-
turing, electricity and several 
investment-linked segments, 
according to data released by 
the Ministry of Statistics on 
Monday.

The manufacturing sector, 
which accounts for more than 
three-fourths of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP), 
recorded 9 per cent growth 
during the month. The official 
statement noted that manufac-
turing growth has remained at 
8 per cent or above for three 
consecutive months.

Among 23 manufacturing 
industry groups, 18 recorded 
positive growth. Electrical 
equipment manufacturing reg-

istered the highest growth 
among the major contributors 
at 30.9 per cent, followed by 
machinery and equipment at 
25.3 per cent and motor vehi-
cles at 25.2 per cent.

Electricity generation and 
supply also expanded strong-
ly, recording 12.3  per cent 
growth in August. Water sup-
ply, sewerage and waste man-
agement grew 6.3 per cent. 
Mining, however, contracted 

5.6 per cent during the month.
Use-based data showed par-

ticularly strong growth in cap-
ital goods production, which 
rose 16.9 per cent. Consumer 
durables recorded 11.1  per 
cent growth, while consumer 
non-durables grew 2.1  per 
cent.

Infrastructure and construc-
tion goods production in-
creased 6.4 per cent, support-
ed by investments in high-

ways, ports and railway proj-
ects.

The ministry has also re-
vised the IIP 2022–23 series 
by adopting Output Producer 
Price Index as the deflator for 
items collected in value 
terms, replacing WPI for 
those groups. The revised 
methodology covers 234 of 
463 item groups, accounting 
for 36.02 per cent of the index 
weight.

IIP

8%
AUGUST

Growth in August, %

Electrical equipment 30.9

Machinery 25.3

Motor vehicles 25.2

Electricity 12.3
Source: Ministry of Statistics

Goyal highlights opportunities across 
sectors for UAE investors

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Monday 
highlighted India’s strong 
growth trajectory and the wide 
range of opportunities across 
sectors for UAE investors, 
supported by the Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) frame-
work.

The minister said he was 
delighted to meet Sheikh 
Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Managing Director, Abu Dha-
bi Investment Authority 
(ADIA).

“Held a productive discus-
sion on accelerating the In-
dia-UAE economic partner-
ship and fully leveraging the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Par tnersh ip  Agreement 
(CEPA), a landmark frame-
work driving trade, invest-
ment, and building resilient 
supply chains,” Goyal posted 
on X.

The minister said he looks 
forward to deepening “our 
shared economic ties and tak-
ing the India-UAE partner-
ship to new heights”.

India and the UAE have 
identified six areas for deeper 
cooperation in the maritime 
sector: ship ownership, mod-
ern ports, ship manufacturing, 
ship repair and maintenance, 
shipbreaking and container 
manufacturing.

Moreover, a working group 

will be set up for these areas, 
with India’s Shipping Minis-
try leading the engagement 
from the Indian side.

Earlier, Goyal met Dr. 
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, 
Minister of Foreign Trade, the 
UAE, and discussed the con-
tinued progress under the In-
dia-UAE CEPA and new ave-
nues to further deepen our 
trade and investment partner-
ship.

Commerce Minister said 
the ultimate objective is to 
take UAE investments in In-
dia to $100  billion, from 
around $25 billion and more 
currently. The UAE is looking 
at opportunities in sectors in-
cluding space, startups, ports 
and shipbuilding, while also 
exploring investments in In-
dia’s stock market.

“India-UAE local currency 
trade is in double digits,” 
Goyal said, adding that the 
two sides aim to expand it 
more rapidly.

NITI Aayog launches Special Campaign 6.0
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LETTERS TO EDITOR 
ISRO Tracks El Niño Ocean Impacts
ISRO’s monitoring of El Niño’s effect on the Indian Ocean underscores the crucial role satellite technology plays 
in understanding climate disruptions. These space-based insights provide vital data on ocean warming, enabling 
better forecasts for monsoon shifts and agricultural yields. As climate volatility increases, leveraging space re-
search for local environmental policy is essential. Continued investment in earth-observation missions will ensure 
India remains proactive rather than reactive in mitigating climate-driven ecological risks.� - Sharon Fiona

Reform India’s Tobacco Control Policies
India’s current tobacco control framework suffers from structural oversights that limit its effectiveness. While 
public health campaigns target traditional smoking, emerging alternatives and enforcement gaps weaken overall 
policy outcomes. Closing legal loopholes, updating regulatory definitions, and strengthening local implementation 
are vital steps forward. A comprehensive policy update is urgently needed to protect younger generations, reduce 
long-term healthcare burdens, and establish a far more robust national public health defense.� - Anna Felix

E-MARKET: BEYOND 
CONVENIENCE, THE 

NEW CHALLENGE OF A 
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

INDIA’S TOBACCO CONTROL 
POLICY HAS A MAJOR FLAW

- DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

“It is essential that 
while awaiting 
legislation, the 
government utilizes its 
existing legal powers 
appropriately, and that 
Parliament enact clear, 
comprehensive, and 
effective nicotine 
control legislation for 
the future”.

Tobacco control in India 
is facing a new chal-
lenge. Nicotine pouch-

es, which contain no tobacco 
leaf but do contain nicotine, 
are increasingly appearing in 
the market. These small and 
easy-to-use pouches are avail-
able in various flavors and are 
sold in stores as well as on-
line. One study found such 
nicotine pouches in seven out 
of ten cities across the coun-
try. They also contained high 
levels of nicotine. This clearly 
indicates that this is not just a 
future problem, but a growing 
presence in the Indian market.

The biggest concern is that, 
because they don’t contain 
tobacco, the proper place for 
these products is unclear un-
der existing laws. The prima-
ry tobacco control law in In-
dia is the Cigarettes and Other 
Tobacco Products Act, 2003, 
or COTPA. This law primari-
ly applies to products contain-
ing tobacco. Therefore, it’s 
not easy to directly place to-
bacco-free nicotine pouches 
under COTPA. This legal 
loophole could open the door 
for companies and sellers.

COTPA regulates tobacco 
products, including advertis-
ing, sale to minors, packag-
ing, and health warnings. 
However, if a product con-
tains only nicotine instead of 
tobacco, the question arises as 
to how these same regulations 
should be applied. The law 
cannot be implemented based 
solely on its spirit. The ad-
ministration cannot simply 
apply a new product to an old 
law on the assumption that its 
health effects are similar. This 
requires a clear legal basis.

Some may argue for regu-
lating nicotine pouches under 
the Prohibition of Electronic 
Cigarettes Act, 2019. But this 
approach is not easy. E-ciga-
rettes are devices that heat a 
substance to create an aerosol. 
Nicotine pouches neither burn 
nor create an aerosol. Consid-
ering them e-cigarettes simply 
because they contain nicotine 
may be a legally weak argu-
ment. Therefore, the govern-

ment needs to establish clear 
legal provisions regarding this 
matter.

The Food Safety Act pro-
hibits the use of tobacco and 
nicotine in food. However, 
not everything that is placed 
in the mouth is legally consid-
ered edible. Nicotine pouches 
are used in the mouth, but that 
does not automatically make 
them edible. Therefore, con-
trolling the entire market for 
tobacco products using the 
Food Safety Act alone will 
not be easy. Clarity and coor-
dination between different 
laws are essential.

Nicotine is also used in 
some medicinal products. For 
example, products like nico-
tine gum and patches are used 
to aid smoking cessation and 
are subject to medicinal regu-
lations. Therefore, the govern-
ment should clarify whether a 
product is for medicinal or 
recreational use based on the 
nature of the nicotine pouches 
and their claims. It would be 
inappropriate to consider ev-
ery nicotine product a medic-
inal product, nor would it be 
appropriate to exclude every 
product from the scope of me-
dicinal products.

Recently, a case involving 
the sale of nicotine pouches at 
Mumbai airport’s duty-free 
shops also surfaced. This 
highlights the potential confu-
sion between the government 
and businesses regarding the 
legal status of these products. 
Simply taking action in such 
cases is not enough. The gov-
ernment must also clarify the 
law under which the action is 
being taken and its legal lim-
its.

The government should not 
hastily issue an order in this 
matter that may later fail to 
stand in court. First, it should 
clarify under what circum-
stances nicotine-containing 
oral products will be consid-
ered drugs and under what 
circumstances they will not. 
This should be based on both 
scientific evidence and exist-
ing law. Furthermore, stricter 
restrictions are needed on the 

import of nicotine pouches. 
Better coordination should be 
established between Customs, 
the Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade, and drug reg-
ulators to effectively crack 
down on shipments arriving 
without proper authorization.

A common mechanism 
should also be established be-
tween the Ministry of Health, 
the Drug Regulator, the Food 
Safety Authority, Customs, 
and relevant state depart-
ments. Currently, there is am-
biguity regarding responsibil-
ity between various depart-
ments, which businesses can 
exploit. It’s natural to ques-
tion how effective regulation 
can be achieved if the legal 
status of a product is unclear.

Special attention must also 
be paid to online sales. Today, 
new products are no longer 
limited to the physical mar-
ket. Through e-commerce and 
quick-commerce, they can 
reach consumers within 
hours. Therefore, before sell-
ing on online platforms, mea-
sures such as product legal 
status, seller information, and 
age verification must be im-
plemented. Effective mecha-
nisms should also be in place 
to remove products from on-
line sale without authorization 
or clear legal status.

Protecting young people 
from these products should be 
a top priority. This requires 
measures such as clear health 
warnings, minimum age lim-
its, child-proof packaging, 
and controls on flavors and 
advertising that appeal to 
young people. However, all 
these measures must be based 

on existing law. The govern-
ment cannot simply enact new 
legislation through executive 
order, which falls within the 
jurisdiction of Parliament.

Immediate government ac-
tion is necessary, but it is not 
a permanent solution. A per-
manent solution must be 
found in Parliament. COTPA 
could be amended, or a new 
comprehensive law could be 
enacted for nicotine products. 
Such a law could create sepa-
rate categories for different 
nicotine products, such as 
combustible tobacco, smoke-
less tobacco, e-cigarettes, oral 
nicotine pouches, and medical 
nicotine products. This would 
allow the law to be based not 
only on whether a product 
contains tobacco leaf, but also 
on how it delivers nicotine to 
the body and its intended use.

It’s also important not to 
view all nicotine products in 
the same light. It would be 
unfair to categorize medicinal 
nicotine gum and recreational 
nicotine pouches in the same 
category. The law should dif-
ferentiate the product based 
on its risks and intended use. 
Commercial  companies 
should not be given the free-
dom to exempt a new product 
from existing tobacco laws 
simply by removing the to-
bacco leaf.

Most importantly, tobac-
co-free does not mean risk-
free. Nicotine is addictive. Its 
effects cannot be underesti-
mated, especially for young 
people and first-time users. 
Attractive flavors, packaging, 
and online promotions can at-
tract young people to these 
products. Therefore, it is es-
sential to combine public 
health concerns with legal 
clarity.

India needs neither undue 
panic nor blindness in this 
matter. The urgent need is for 
the government to establish 
effective controls on imports, 
licensing, classification, and 
online sales under existing 
laws. Parliament should also 
enact legislation that applies 
to future new nicotine prod-
ucts.

A flaw in the law should 
not mean that the market 
should be left open. However, 
it is also true that a govern-
ment notification cannot re-
place a law enacted by Parlia-
ment. What is needed today is 
legislation that keeps pace 
with changing technology and 
the evolving market. The 
form of nicotine may change, 
its market may shift, but the 
risk of addiction remains.

- LALIT GARGG

India’s shopping landscape 
is changing at an unprece-
dented pace. This is not 

merely a transformation in the 
way people shop; it signals a 
deeper shift in consumer be-
haviour, employment, tech-
nology, small businesses and 
the overall structure of the 
economy. According to a re-
cent report by research and 
consulting firm Infism, In-
dia’s e-market, valued at 
around $125 billion in 2024, 
could reach nearly $345 bil-
lion by 2030, almost tripling 
in six years, with an estimated 
compound annual growth rate 
of 18.4 per cent. However, 
this figure should not be 
viewed simply as a success 
story of market expansion. 
The real question is what such 
rapid growth will mean for 
the Indian economy, employ-
ment, consumer rights, small 
businesses and the environ-
ment. The next chapter of In-
dia’s e-market must not be 
merely about selling more; it 
must be about creating a more 
responsible, inclusive and 
sustainable model of growth.

The biggest transformation 
brought about by e-commerce 
is that it has taken the market-
place out of a physical loca-
tion and placed it in the palm 
of the consumer. Earlier, cus-
tomers went to the market; 
today, the market reaches the 
customer through a mobile 
phone. Traditional opening 
and closing hours are losing 
relevance, geographical dis-
tance matters less, and conve-
nience has become one of the 
strongest attractions of online 
shopping. Online commerce 
is no longer restricted to met-
ropolitan India. Small towns 
and emerging cities are be-
coming important centres of 
digital consumption. Recent 
studies suggest that nearly 66 
per cent of new direct-to-con-
sumer orders are coming from 
Tier-II and Tier-III cities. This 
development is particularly 
significant for India because 
smaller cities are emerging as 
the next major drivers of con-
sumer demand.

Regional languages, local 
preferences, digital platforms 
for small merchants and effi-
cient supply networks can 
give further momentum to 
e-commerce. The marketplace 
of tomorrow, therefore, will 
not simply be technolo-
gy-driven; it will have to un-
derstand India’s linguistic di-
versity, cultural richness and 
highly varied local needs. The 
younger generation will play 
a decisive role in this trans-
formation. Young consumers 
already account for nearly 
one-third of online shoppers, 
and by 2030 they could be-
come the largest group in 
terms of digital spending. 
This is not merely a demo-
graphic change; it represents 
a transformation in the psy-
chology of consumption. The 
new generation compares 
products, checks prices, reads 
customer reviews and attach-
es great importance to conve-
nience. For them, shopping is 
not merely about purchasing 
a product; it is also about sav-
ing time. This mindset is giv-
ing extraordinary momentum 
to quick commerce.

A few years ago, receiving 
everyday products within 
minutes seemed almost im-
possible. Today, quick com-
merce is expanding from met-
ropolitan centres to smaller 
cities. Estimates suggest that 
its market could reach $65–70 
billion by 2030, contributing 
nearly 45–50 per cent of the 
incremental growth of the 
e-market over the next five 
years. The number of small 
fulfilment centres could also 
rise from around 2,525 in 
2025 to nearly 7,500 by 2030. 
But a serious question arises: 
Is delivering every product 
within a few minutes really 
the ultimate measure of prog-

ress? If a customer receives a 
product in five minutes, but 
that convenience comes with 
excessive packaging, greater 
traffic, higher energy con-
sumption, insecure employ-
ment and unsustainable busi-
ness models, how long can 
such speed truly be consid-
ered progress? The success of 
tomorrow’s e-market must 
therefore be measured not 
only by sales and delivery 
speed, but also by its social, 
economic and environmental 
balance.

Technology will deepen this 
transformation further. Artifi-
cial intelligence will under-
stand consumer preferences 
and recommend products. 
Conversational commerce 
will help customers make pur-
chasing decisions through in-
teractive dialogue, while vir-
tual try-on technologies may 
transform the way people buy 
clothing, beauty products and 
other goods. A recent study 
estimates that artificial intel-
ligence and machine learning 
could improve retail produc-
tivity by 35–37 per cent by 
2030. An even greater trans-
formation may be ahead. To-
day, consumers search for 
products themselves; tomor-
row, artificial intelligence 
could perform much of the 
searching, comparison and 
selection for them. The stron-
gest competitor in the market-
place may therefore not be the 
company offering the largest 
number of products, but the 
one capable of understanding 
the customer’s needs before 
the customer articulates them. 
This will save time, but it will 
also create new concerns re-
garding privacy, data security 
and consumer freedom of 
choice. As technology be-
comes more powerful, the 
responsibility to protect con-
sumers must become equally 
strong.

The expansion of e-com-
merce is also creating a major 
challenge for traditional retail-
ers. Customers accustomed to 
comparing prices online are 
becoming more informed even 
when they shop at physical 
stores. Yet it would be wrong 
to view the future simply as a 
battle between online and of-
fline commerce. The success-
ful retailer of tomorrow will 
probably combine both 
worlds. A local shopkeeper 
can accept digital orders, pro-
vide home delivery and use 
technology to strengthen tradi-
tional customer relationships. 
E-commerce, therefore, need 
not end the traditional market-
place; it can transform it into a 
more competitive and modern 
system. Employment is anoth-
er important dimension. 
E-commerce has created mil-
lions of opportunities in deliv-
ery, warehousing, packaging, 
technology services and logis-
tics. Yet questions remain 
about wages, social security, 
workplace safety and the qual-
ity of employment.

Economic growth cannot be 
called complete if its benefits 
remain concentrated among 

companies and investors while 
workers at the last mile remain 
insecure. The digital economy 
must create not merely more 
jobs, but better, safer and more 
dignified employment. The 
environment is equally import-
ant. Individual packaging, fre-
quent small deliveries and ul-
tra-fast fulfilment can increase 
energy consumption, traffic 
and waste. The e-market of the 
future must therefore move 
towards recyclable packaging, 
electric vehicles, consolidated 
deliveries and low-waste sup-
ply chains. Only then can its 
economic benefits be aligned 
with environmental responsi-
bility.

Another major change is 
taking place at the intersection 
of social media, content cre-
ators and commerce. Accord-
ing to a 2026 Google-Deloitte 
study, by 2030 the younger 
generation could account for 
nearly 45 per cent of online 
spending, while content cre-
ators could influence around 
30 per cent of total retail ex-
penditure. The traditional dis-
tance between advertising and 
purchasing is rapidly disap-
pearing. In this emerging envi-
ronment, trust, experience and 
social influence may become 
as important as price. A trusted 
content creator can influence 
purchasing decisions more 
powerfully than a convention-
al advertisement. The consum-
er journey is increasingly 
moving from discovery to in-
fluence to purchase within the 
same digital ecosystem.

The e-market of 2030 will 
therefore be radically different 
from today’s marketplace. It 
will not simply be an online 
store but a vast economic eco-
system powered by artificial 
intelligence, regional languag-
es, digital payments, rapid de-
livery, social influence and 
personalised recommenda-
tions. By the end of the de-
cade, the e-market could ac-
count for around 10–12 per 
cent of India’s total retail 
spending, contribute nearly 2.5 
per cent to the national econo-
my, and reach 420–440 mil-
lion online shoppers. Yet we 
must remember that the larger 
the market becomes, the great-
er its responsibility. The real 
test of India’s e-market is not 
how fast it grows, but how 
many people it takes along 
with it. If technology provides 
genuine convenience, small 
businesses gain opportunities, 
consumers remain protected, 
workers receive dignified em-
ployment, environmental pres-
sures decline and companies 
grow sustainably, only then 
can this expansion be called 
genuine economic progress.

India therefore faces both a 
tremendous opportunity and a 
ser ious chal lenge.  The 
$345-billion e-market is an at-
tractive destination, but the 
quality of that market matters 
more than its size. India needs 
an e-market that does not 
merely make shopping faster, 
but makes the economy more 
inclusive, trustworthy, humane 
and sustainable. The winners 
of the coming decade will not 
simply be those who deliver 
products fastest; they will be 
those who offer value, conve-
nience and trust together. That 
will be the real revolution of 
India’s e-market—not merely 
a revolution in how we shop, 
but a transformation in how 
India’s economy grows.

FROM SPACE TO SEA: ISRO DETECTS 
EL NIÑO’S IMPACT ON INDIAN OCEAN

- DR. VIJAY GARG

The ocean plays a vital 
role  in  regulat ing 
Earth’s climate, weath-

er and ecosystems. A recent 
observation by the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has once again shown 
how satellite technology can 
help scientists understand ma-
jor changes taking place in 
the oceans.

ISRO’s EOS-06, also known 
as Oceansat-3, has detected 
changes associated with the 
developing El Niño phenome-
non. Satellite observations 
have revealed changes in 
ocean productivity and surface 
winds in the equatorial Pacific, 
the region where El Niño de-
velops. These changes are im-
portant because El Niño can 
influence weather and climate 
patterns far beyond the Pacific, 
including the Indian Ocean re-
gion and the Indian monsoon.

El Niño is a periodic warm-
ing of the central and eastern 
tropical Pacific Ocean. This 
warming changes atmospheric 
circulation and wind patterns 
and can influence rainfall 
across different parts of the 
world. For India, El Niño is 
particularly important because 
it can affect the summer mon-
soon, although its impact var-
ies from one event to another.

One of the interesting indica-
tors observed by ISRO is chlo-
rophyll-a, which is associated 
with phytoplankton, the micro-
scopic organisms that form the 
foundation of marine food 
chains. Satellite observations 
during the developing El Niño 
have shown a reduction in sur-
face chlorophyll-a in parts of 
the equatorial Pacific. This is 
linked to changes in ocean cir-
culation and reduced upwelling 
of nutrient-rich water.

Surface winds are also im-
portant. During El Niño, nor-
mal wind patterns in the equa-
torial Pacific can weaken or 
reverse. This affects the 
movement of ocean water and 
the availability of nutrients 
near the surface. Consequent-
ly, marine productivity can 
change, potentially affecting 
fish and other organisms that 
depend on phytoplankton.

Although the primary satel-
lite observations are from the 

Pacific Ocean, their impor-
tance extends to the Indian 
Ocean because Earth’s oceans 
and atmosphere are intercon-
nected. Changes in one major 
oceanic region can influence 
atmospheric circulation and 
rainfall patterns elsewhere.

For India, such observa-
tions are valuable for under-
standing possible changes in 
monsoon behaviour, fisheries 
and marine ecosystems. They 
can also contribute to better 
climate forecasting and pre-
paredness.

The importance of Ocean-
sat-3 lies in its ability to ob-
serve enormous areas of the 
ocean from space. Instead of 
relying only on observations 
from ships and instruments at 
individual locations, satellites 
provide a broader picture of 
changing ocean conditions.

This  is  a  s ignif icant 
achievement for Indian space 
science. ISRO’s satellite ob-
servations demonstrate how 
space technology can contrib-
ute directly to environmental 
understanding and climate 
research.

The changing ocean is a re-
minder that events occurring 
thousands of kilometres away 
can influence life, agriculture 
and livelihoods in India. Con-
tinuous satellite monitoring 
can help scientists detect 
these changes early and im-
prove our ability to prepare 
for their consequences. From 
space to sea, ISRO’s observa-
tions are helping us under-
stand the invisible connec-
tions that shape our climate 
and reminding us that protect-
ing our oceans is essential for 
protecting our future.
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MUMBAI

A 100-metre-long steel 
bridge weighing 1,405 metric 
tonnes has been launched 
over NH-3, the Nashik High-
way, at Dive-Anjur village in 
Bhiwandi, Maharashtra, for 
the Mumbai–Ahmedabad 
Bullet Train Project. It is the 
first steel bridge completed 
for the project in Maharash-
tra.

The bridge is 14 metres 
high and 14 metres wide and 
is designed for locations re-
quiring longer spans, includ-
ing highways, expressways, 
major rivers and railway 
lines. Of the 28 steel bridges 
planned along the Mumbai–
Ahmedabad Bullet Train cor-
ridor, 16 have now been 
completed.

A key feature of the project 
is the bridge’s fabrication in a 
workshop in Trichy, Tamil 
Nadu, about 1,300 km from 
the launch site. The structure 

was transported to Maharash-
tra on trailers, assembled at 
the site and then installed.

The bridge was assembled 
on temporary trestles about 
17.5 metres above ground us-
ing 22 skid arrangements and 
54,076 Tor-Shear Type High 
Strength Bolts.

The completed structure 
was pulled into position using 
an automatic mechanism with 
two hollow jacks, each having 
a capacity of 150 metric 
tonnes, and pre-tensioned Ma-
calloy Bars.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court asked 
West  Bengal  Assembly 
Speaker Rathindra Bose to 
decide by October 8 on peti-
tions seeking disqualification 
of 10 Trinamool Congress 
MLAs from the Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee faction for alleged de-
fection under the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution. 
The direction came while 
hearing a plea by TMC MLA 
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay 
seeking an early decision.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and V Mohana noted that the 
disqualification petitions were 
filed on July 8, 2026. It said 
the three-month period for de-
ciding such petitions would 
expire on October 8 and urged 
the Speaker to take a decision 
within that period.

The bench referred to its 
2020 judgment in Keisham 
Meghachandra Singh versus 
Speaker, Manipur Legislative 

Assembly, which held that 
disqualification petitions 
should be decided within a 
reasonable period, understood 
to be around three months.

The Supreme Court ob-
served that the Speaker, while 
deciding such petitions, acts 
as a tribunal and is expected 
to follow the principles laid 
down by the court.

NEW DELHI

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge has called a Con-
gress Working Committee 
meeting for Tuesday to dis-
cuss the controversy sur-
rounding the Election Com-
mission and consider the 
party’s next steps over its 
demand for the removal of 
Chief Election Commission-
er Gyanesh Kumar. The 
meeting will focus mainly on 
reported differences within 
the poll panel and the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of 
electoral rolls.

Kharge said Election Com-
missioners had raised con-
cerns over the SIR exercise, 
changes to Form 6 for enroll-
ing new voters, additions and 

deletions from voter lists, 
and centralised control over 
the electoral-roll database.

Congress has demanded 
Kumar’s resignation and said 
it would continue pursuing 
action against him. The party 
has also alleged that Gen Z 
voters are being targeted for 
exclusion during the SIR 
process. The opposition IN-
DIA bloc is scheduled to 
meet on Wednesday to dis-

cuss a joint strategy and may 
consider another notice seek-
ing Kumar’s removal in Par-
liament.

The Election Commission 
has rejected suggestions that 
the reported differences 
amount to institutional dis-
sent. The poll body also said 
all SIR orders received unan-
imous consent from the three 
commissioners and that 
changes to Form 6 had been 
upheld by the Supreme 
Court.

The Commission has an-
nounced measures including 
additional time for filing 
claims, home visits by elec-
tion officials and help desks 
for people facing notices re-
lated to removal from elec-
toral rolls.

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay on Monday 
launched the state govern-
ment’s one-gram gold ring 
scheme for newborn babies, 
fulfilling a key electoral 
promise of his Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam government. The 
Thaaimaman Thanga Mothi-
ram Thittam was rolled out at 
Government Rajaji Hospital, 
where Vijay gave gold rings 
to newborns.

The welfare programme 
provides a 22-carat, one-gram 
gold ring to eligible babies 
born in state-run hospitals to 
native mothers. The govern-
ment has earmarked Rs 
755.83 crore for the scheme 
and has already procured 1.28 
lakh rings for the initial 
phase. The programme ap-
plies to eligible babies born 
on or after June 22, 2026.

The initiative is aimed at 
honouring motherhood, pro-
moting women’s health and 
encouraging institutional 
births by attracting more fam-
ilies to public healthcare facil-
ities. The scheme was an-
nounced as a key promise 
ahead of the 2026 Tamil Nadu 
Assembly elections and was 
later taken up by the TVK-led 
government after it came to 
power.

The government’s first 
phase targets newborns deliv-
ered in government hospitals 
across the state, with eligibil-
ity linked to mothers who are 
native to Tamil Nadu. The 
rings are part of a wider annu-
al plan under which about 
4.41 lakh one-gram, 22-carat 

rings are expected to be pro-
vided. The government has 
made budgetary provision for 
the programme.

The scheme, named after 
the traditional maternal un-
cle’s role of gifting gold to a 
newborn, is being implement-
ed as a welfare measure 
linked to public healthcare.

Kharge calls CWC meeting over EC row
CONGRESS CHIEF MALLIKARJUN KHARGE HAS CALLED A CWC MEETING TO DISCUSS ELECTION 

COMMISSION CONCERNS AND THE DEMAND FOR CEC GYANESH KUMAR’S REMOVAL.

THE EC 
ROW IN A 
NUTSHELL

Congress: 
wants CEC 
Gyanesh Kumar 
removed

EC: differing 
views are 
normal; its 
orders have full 
legal sanction

Supreme 
Court: upheld 
the changes to 
Form 6

Relief: more 
time for claims, 
home visits, 
help desks

CWC meeting
WHEN Tuesday

WHO
Rahul Gandhi, Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, 
Jairam Ramesh, KC 
Venugopal expected

NEXT INDIA bloc meets on 
Wednesday

Veeramani booked in second 
POCSO case amid probe

Chennai police have 
booked businessman R. 
Veeramani in a second 
POCSO case following 
a complaint alleging 

sexual abuse of a minor.

Case update
→	 Second POCSO case regis-

tered against Veeramani

→	 Minor girl named in fresh 
complaint

→	 All-woman SIT takes over 
probe

→	 Judicial custody extended till 
October 9

→	 Madras HC restricts media 
reporting details

CHENNAI

Chennai police have regis-
tered a second case under the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act against businessman R. 
Veeramani, also known as 
‘Gem Granites’ Veeramani, 
police sources said on Mon-
day. The fresh case was regis-
tered following a complaint 

by a woman alleging that her 
minor daughter was sexually 
abused by the businessman. 
Veeramani is already facing 
another POCSO case, and the 
latest development comes as 
police continue to investigate 
allegations surrounding him.

The second complaint adds 
to the ongoing investigation 
against the businessman, 
which has attracted attention 
in Tamil Nadu. Several devel-
opments have been reported 
in connection with the earlier 
case, including the arrest of 

Veeramani and two others un-
der the POCSO Act. Police 
have also widened the probe, 
with more survivors reported-
ly providing statements.

The investigation has also 
seen police conduct searches 
at several locations linked to 
Veeramani. A former employ-
ee was arrested in connection 
with allegations of withhold-
ing video material from the 
police. Two IPS officers con-
nected with the investigation 
were also placed on compul-
sory wait, according to re-
ports.

Kejriwal urges Modi to act 
against Delhi Minister

“Arrest the minister 
today”

Arvind Kejriwal  AAP 
national convenor

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal on Monday urged Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
take action against Delhi 
PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib 
Singh over an alleged incident 
involving a young man during 
a road inspection in Tilak 
Nagar.

Kejriwal, in a video mes-
sage posted on X, linked the 
controversy to the govern-
ment’s attempts to connect 
with Gen Z and said that ac-
tion against the minister 
would demonstrate account-
ability. He also alleged irreg-
ularities in the construction of 
a newly built road in Lakhan-
garh, claiming that parts of 
the road had begun deteriorat-
ing soon after construction.

“Arrest the minister today,” 

Kejriwal said, while also call-
ing for action against those 
allegedly responsible for cor-
ruption in the road project.

Kejriwal later announced 
that he would visit Tilak 
Nagar at 4.30 pm over the al-
leged slapping incident. The 
controversy followed the cir-
culation of a purported video 
that appeared to show Verma 
slapping Saheb Singh, who is 

associated with AAP MLA 
Jarnail Singh’s team.

Verma has denied the alle-
gations. He claimed that AAP 
workers had abused and mis-
behaved with his family 
during the incident. He also 
alleged that supporters of Jar-
nail Singh had obstructed 

government work and ac-
cused the MLA of seeking 
commissions from officials 
involved in road projects.

Verma further said that 
complaints and an FIR had 
already been registered 
against the MLA and his asso-
ciates over alleged obstruc-
tion of public works.

Congress seeks annulment 
of 2024 Varanasi poll

“Large scale irregulari-
ties had taken place in 

the Varanasi Lok Sabha 
election in 2024… we 
demand cancellation of 
the election and re-poll 
besides a fair investigation 
into the same”

— Rajeshwar Singh Patel, 
Congress district unit president

LUCKNOW

Congress leaders and workers 
on Monday staged a demon-
stration in Varanasi over al-
leged irregularities in the 
2024 Lok Sabha election and 
allegations of “vote theft”. 
The protesters demanded an-

nulment of the Varanasi elec-
tion, a re-election and an im-
partial, independent probe 
into the allegations concern-
ing the electoral process.

Hundreds of party workers 
led by district unit president 
Rajeshwar Singh Patel and 
Mahanagar Congress Com-

mittee chief Raghavendra 
Chaube gathered near the B R 
Ambedkar statue.  They 
marched to the Collectorate 
while raising slogans against 
the Election Commission and 
later held a demonstration 
there.

In Agra, Congress workers 
also staged a demonstration 
outside the residence of Chief 
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar at Vijay Nagar. 
Protesters allegedly defaced 
the main gate using black 
spray paint and wrote slogans 
against Kumar.

Police reached the resi-
dence after receiving informa-
tion about the protest and re-
moved the workers from the 
site.

Parents begin hunger 
strike seeking IIT action

Sahil Wakode case
SEPT 18
Allegedly caught using 
ChatGPT on a phone in an 
exam

LATER
Found dead in his hostel room

SEPT 24
Parents begin protest

NOW
Hunger strike; Crime 
Branch-CID takes over

 MUMBAI

The parents of IIT Bombay 
student Sahil Wakode have 
begun an indefinite hunger 
strike at Azad Maidan, de-
manding action against insti-
tute professors they have 
blamed for their son’s death. 
Ravindra Wakode and Sonali 
Wakode are seeking the arrest 
of IIT Bombay Director Prof 
Shireesh Kedare and Energy 
Science and Engineering fac-
ulty member Prof Sury-
anarayana Doolla.

The parents have alleged 
that their 22-year-old son 
faced casteist discrimination 

and mental torture. They 
launched the protest on Sep-
tember 24, but police had de-
nied them permission to hold 
the agitation.

Sahil, a second-year B Tech 
student, was allegedly caught 
using a mobile phone to ac-
cess ChatGPT during a 
mid-semester examination on 
September 18. His body was 
later found in his hostel room 
at the IIT Bombay campus.

Investigators are examining 
CCTV footage, mobile phone 
chats and documents as part 
of the probe.

SC asks Bengal Speaker to 
decide on TMC pleas

“Will make all 
endeavour to take an 
appropriate decision 
within” the three-month 
period.
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

BULLET TRAIN BRIDGE LAUNCHED

First steel bridge launched for bullet train

Initiative at a glance
PROJECT

Mumbai–
Ahmedabad 
Bullet Train

BRIDGE

First steel 
bridge 
completed in 
Maharashtra

SPAN

100 
metres

WEIGHT

1,405 metric 
tonnes

FABRICATION

Trichy, Tamil 
Nadu

PROGRESS

16 of 28 steel 
bridges done

How it went up

Made in Trichy, 1,300 km 
away; moved on trailers

1

Assembled on trestles 
17.5 m up: 22 skids, 54,076 
bolts

2

Pulled into place by two 
150-tonne jacks

3

Installed at night in 
highway traffic blocks

4

Vijay implements gold ring 
scheme for newborns

Rs 755.83 cr
earmarked for the scheme; 
1.28 lakh rings already pro-
cured and about 4.41 lakh 
planned a year

Labourer dies after 
falling into Mumbai 

manhole
MUMBAI

One labourer died and 
another was injured after 

two workers fell into a 
sewer manhole while 

cleaning a drainage line 
at a housing society in 

Santacruz East on Mon-
day. The incident oc-

curred at Bhavya Niketan 
housing society on Goli-
bar Road No. 8, opposite 
V N Desai Hospital. Ac-
cording to the BMC Fire 
Brigade, the society had 
hired private workers to 
clean its internal sewer 

line. During the operation, 
one worker allegedly 
opened a municipal 

manhole without inform-
ing BMC officials, causing 

both workers to fall in-
side. Fire brigade person-
nel rescued the two and 
took them to V N Desai 
Hospital. One was de-
clared dead, while the 
other was admitted to 

the MICU. Their identities 
were not immediately 

known.

Five complaints filed 
over Tilak Nagar row
CH NEWS,Delhi Police 

has received five 
complaints over the 
recent controversy 

involving PWD Minister 
Parvesh Sahib Singh 
Verma and AAP MLA 
Jarnail Singh in Tilak 

Nagar. Police said one 
complaint was filed by 

Sahib Singh, an associate 
of Jarnail Singh, while 

two were lodged by PWD 
personnel against Jarnail 

Singh and others. Two 
more complaints were 

filed by BJP workers 
alleging mistreatment of 
Verma. No FIR has been 
registered so far, police 

said.

Fake DSA gang busted 
in Delhi, two arrested

NEW DELHI

The Cyber Police Station 
in Shahdara has busted a 
gang allegedly cheating 

people by posing as Direct 
Selling Agents (DSAs) of 
private banks and finan-
cial institutions. Two ac-
cused, Adeeb Khan, 36, 
and Aneesh Ali, were ar-

rested, while their associ-
ate Rajendra remains ab-

sconding, police said.
The gang allegedly de-

frauded a man seeking a 
loan or overdraft facility 
by obtaining a ₹15 lakh 
signed cheque. Police 

said the amount was de-
posited into a mule bank 
account and withdrawn 

through cheques. Follow-
ing a technical and finan-
cial investigation, the ac-
cused were arrested on 

September 25. Police re-
covered ₹6.95 lakh in 

cash. Further investigation 
is underway.
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SURAT

Five children in Gujarat’s Su-
rat district were hospitalised 
after a nurse mistakenly ad-
ministered glimepiride, a dia-
betes medicine, instead of 
paracetamol during a routine 
vaccination programme, 
prompting an inquiry and sus-
pension of the health worker.

The incident reportedly oc-
curred on September 23 
during the “Mamta Diwas” 
immunisation programme at 
the Palsana-01 sub-centre un-
der Kanav Primary Health 
Centre in Palsana taluka. 
Health officials said the chil-
dren were accidentally given 

glimepiride 2mg. The affected 
children included infants aged 
3.5 months and one year, ac-
cording to the report. They 
developed adverse reactions 
and were admitted to an inten-
sive care unit the following 

day. Officials said the children 
are now stable after receiving 
treatment.

Gujarat Health Minister 
Prafull Pansheriya described 
the incident as a case of “seri-
ous negligence” by the vacci-

nation team. The health de-
partment suspended the health 
worker involved and ordered 
an inquiry into the medication 
error. The incident has raised 
concerns over medicine han-
dling and administration 
during public immunisation 
programmes.

Glimepiride belongs to the 
sulfonylurea class of medi-
cines used to control blood 
sugar in people with Type 2 
diabetes. It lowers blood glu-
cose by prompting the pancre-
as to release insulin and help-
ing the body use it effectively. 
When administered to a child 
without diabetes, the medi-
cine can cause a potentially 

dangerous fall in blood sugar, 
or hypoglycaemia.

Possible symptoms include 
fatigue, sluggishness, sweat-
ing, trembling, irritability and 
vomiting. Severe hypoglycae-
mia can lead to seizures, loss 
of consciousness, brain injury 
or death. The report noted that 
effects may continue after ini-
tial treatment, requiring ob-
servation, regular glucose 
monitoring and necessary 
medical care. The incident 
highlights the need for careful 
medicine storage, verification 
and administration to prevent 
potentially serious errors 
during routine child health-
care services.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day questioned the Food Safe-
ty and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) over its pro-
posed timeline for implement-
ing front-of-package labelling 
(FoPL) on packaged foods.

A bench of Justices J. B. 
Pardiwala and K. Vinod 
Chandran questioned why the 
regulator needed so much 
time to implement the system, 
stressing that the issue con-
cerns public health.

FoPL is a nutritional graph-
ic displayed on food packag-
ing to help consumers under-
stand key nutritional informa-
tion and make informed 
choices while purchasing 
food.

Front-of-package labels are 
intended to provide consum-
ers with easily visible infor-
mation about the nutritional 

characteristics of packaged 
products. Such labels can help 
consumers identify products 
with high levels of nutrients 
such as sugar, salt and fats.

The issue has gained signif-
icance amid concerns over 
diet-related health problems 
and the increasing consump-
tion of processed and pack-
aged foods.

JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Bhajanlal Sharma on Monday 
inaugurated completed proj-
ects and laid foundation 
stones for new works worth 
nearly Rs 1,000 crore across 
the Bharatpur division. The 
programme was held at Bidy-
ari in the Bayana area of 
Bharatpur district.

Sharma said foundation 
stones were laid for 184 proj- ects worth more than Rs 540 

crore, while 65 major projects 
costing around Rs 453 crore 
were completed.

Foundation stones were 
also laid for 125 road projects 
costing more than Rs 207 
crore.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the government’s 
claims on recruitment, stating 
that 410 examinations had 
been conducted without paper 
leaks and appointments made 
for around 1.90 lakh posts.

SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh has record-
ed cumulative losses of more 
than ₹3,220 crore during the 
91-day monsoon period from 
June 30 to September 28, 
with 373 people losing their 
lives, according to the latest 
state disaster data.

A seven-member Inter-
Ministerial Central Team 
( I M C T ) ,  l e d  b y  M 
Ramachand rudu ,  Jo in t 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, began a four-
day visit to the State on 
Monday to assess damage 
caused by cloudbursts, flash 
floods, landslides and other 
rain-related incidents. The 
State government has sought 
around ₹3,200 crore in cen-
tral assistance.

Of the 373 deaths record-
ed, 152 were attributed to 
disasters such as landslides, 
flash floods, drowning, snake 
bites and falls from steep ter-
rain.

More than 1,400 houses 
were destroyed or partially 
damaged, while 581 animals 
were reported dead. Damage 
to public infrastructure and 
government  asse ts  has 
crossed ₹3,220 crore, with 
major losses reported by the 
Public Works Department, 
Jal Shakti Vibhag and Power 
Department.

As of September 28, 61 
roads remained blocked 
across the State, while 49 
distribution transformer sta-
tions were affected and un-

dergoing restoration.
The central team’s field as-

sessment began in Kangra, 
including the disaster-hit Boh 
Valley in Shahpur.

The team will meet senior 
State officials, including the 
Chief Secretary, and is 
scheduled to meet Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on October 1.

The assessment will con-
tribute to the process of de-
termining central assistance 
under the National Disaster 
Response Fund.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has sug-
gested linking unpaid traffic 
challans to electricity bills as 
one possible measure to im-
prove recovery of outstanding 
traffic fines. The suggestion 
was made during a hearing on 
Monday as the court exam-
ined ways to ensure that 
e-challans issued for traffic 
violations are actually paid.

Justice JB Pardiwala ob-
served that merely issuing 
e-challans was not sufficient 
and that authorities needed to 
adopt practical mechanisms to 
recover pending dues. The 
court was informed that States 
and Union Territories have 
around ₹45,000 crore in pend-
ing e-challan dues, of which 
approximately ₹25,000 crore 
has been recovered so far.

The proposal to add unpaid 
challans to electricity bills was 
discussed as an additional re-

covery mechanism. However, 
the court has not directed au-
thorities to immediately imple-
ment the measure. These in-
cluded restricting renewal of 
vehicle registration certifi-
cates, preventing changes in 

vehicle ownership and with-
holding fitness certificates un-
til pending challans are 
cleared.

It further suggested that ve-
hicles with unpaid fines could 
be blacklisted on the Parivah-

an portal and that ownership 
transfers could be blocked.

The court stressed that the 
focus should shift from sim-
ply issuing large numbers of 
e-challans to ensuring effec-
tive recovery of pending fines 
and improving compliance 
with traffic rules.

SC suggests adding unpaid 
challans to power bills

The Supreme Court suggested linking unpaid traffic challans to electricity 
bills, while discussing measures to recover ₹45,000 crore in pending dues.

Himachal faces 
₹3,220 crore 

monsoon losses

₹45,000 cr
pending e-challan dues with 

States and UTs

₹25,000 cr
recovered so far

What the court 
floated

1 Add unpaid challans to 
electricity bills

2 Block RC renewal and 
ownership transfers

3 Withhold fitness and PUC 
certificates

4 Blacklist on the Parivahan 
portal

5 Stop driving licence 
renewal

6 Random checks; possible 
impounding

At a glance

₹3,220+ cr
cumulative losses

373
total deaths

152
disaster-related deaths

221
road accident deaths

623
people injured

162
people reported missing

Himachal Pradesh 
reported ₹3,220 crore 

in monsoon losses, 
with 373 deaths, 1,400 

houses damaged 
and 61 roads blocked 

across the state.

THE CENTRAL TEAM’S 
VISIT

Kangra
Boh Valley in Shahpur

Sainj, Kullu
September 29

Banjar
September 30

Shimla
meets CM Sukhu on October 1

PETA India seeks a 
nationwide ban on 

meat ads from Oct 2

“Every advertisement 
for meat promotes 

a product that harms 
animals, human health, 
and the environment and 
requires animals to suffer.”

— Dr Kiran Ahuja, Senior 
Manager, Vegan and Corporate 

Projects, PETA India

NEW DELHI

People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals (PETA) In-
dia has urged the Centre to 
impose a nationwide ban on 
advertisements promoting 
meat products from October 
2, ahead of Gandhi Jayanti.

In a letter to Union Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
the animal rights organisation 
called for restrictions on meat 
advertisements across bill-
boards, television, online plat-

forms and other media.
According to PETA India, 

Amsterdam has prohibited 
meat advertising in public 
spaces,  while Haarlem, 
Utrecht and Nijmegen have 
also adopted restrictions on 
meat-related advertising, with 
Nijmegen extending its re-
strictions to dairy products.

PETA India Senior Manag-
er of Vegan and Corporate 
Projects Dr Kiran Ahuja said 
the organisation wanted 
Gandhi’s legacy of non-vio-
lence to be reflected through 
policies discouraging the pro-
motion of meat.

Rajasthan CM unveils 
projects worth nearly 

Rs 1,000 crore

Projects in focus

₹1,000 cr
ALL THE 
WORKS

184 FOUNDATION 
STONES

65 WORKS 
OPENED

₹382 cr+
BHARATPUR 
DISTRICT

₹160 cr
TRAUMA 
CENTRE, MCH

Bhajanlal Sharma
Chief Minister, Rajasthan

SC declines stay on 
UPI charges, seeks 

Centre response

The UPI charge
Q	 What is it?
A	 0.4% on specified merchant 

payments above ₹2,000, from 
October 15

Q	 What stays free?
A	 Person-to-person and smaller 

payments

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day declined to pause the 
Centre’s decision to introduce 
a merchant discount rate 
(MDR) on specified UPI per-
son-to-merchant transactions 
above ₹2,000 from October 
15.

The court, however, agreed 
to examine a petition chal-
lenging the new UPI MDR 
framework and issued notices 
to the Centre, Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) and National 
Payments Corporation of In-

dia (NPCI), seeking their re-
sponses within four weeks.

The plea was filed by advo-
cate Anjan Datta against the 
Centre’s September 14 notifi-
cation and the MDR frame-
work announced on Septem-

ber 15.
The Supreme Court also 

asked the Centre to explain 
the basis for imposing the fee 
and sought clarification on the 
legal framework governing 
the new regime.

SC questions FSSAI 
over food-label delay

WHAT IS FOPL?
A nutritional graphic 
on food packaging 

that helps consumers spot 
products high in sugar, salt 
and fats.

?

Madras HC rejects 
plea challenging TVK 

MLA’s one-vote victory
Sethupathy had 
secured victory by a 
margin of just one vote, 
making the contest one 
of the closest results 
in the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly elections.

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on 
Monday rejected an election 
petition challenging the victo-
ry of Tamilaga Vettri Kazhag-

am (TVK) MLA R. Seenivasa 
Sethupathy from the Tirupat-
tur Assembly constituency in 
Sivaganga district in the 2026 
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions.

Justice G.K. Ilanthiraiyan 
allowed an application filed 
by Sethupathy seeking rejec-
tion of the election petition 
moved by Dravida Munnetra 

Kazhagam (DMK) candidate 
and former Minister K.R. 
Periakaruppan.

Periakaruppan had chal-
lenged the election result and 
contended that the presence of 
two Assembly constituencies 
with the same name, Tirupat-
tur, in Tamil Nadu had con-
tributed to his defeat.

The ruling comes after the 
2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections, in which the newly 
formed TVK contested the 
polls. The election petition 
had sought to question the va-
lidity of Sethupathy’s victory 
and the circumstances sur-
rounding the result.

GUJARAT MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

Five children given diabetes drug instead of paracetamol 40 trekkers rescued 
from Uttarkashi 

high-altitude bases

RESCUED

40
TREKKERS

DEHRADUN

Forty trekkers stranded at 
high-altitude locations in Ut-
tarkashi were safely evacuat-

ed on Monday as rescue 
teams continued aerial and 
ground operations amid chal-
lenging weather and terrain.

Eleven trekkers were res-
cued from the Kalindi Pass 
Base area, while 29 were 
evacuated from Auden’s Col 
Base, taking the total number 
of successful evacuations to 
40.

Teams from the Army, Air 
Force, SDRF, NDRF, police 
and disaster management au-
thorities are coordinating the 
rescue mission.

House collapse after 
gas cylinder blast in UP

UTTAR PRADESH

Four people were killed 
after a house collapsed 
following a gas cylinder 

explosion while food 
was being cooked in 

Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
on Monday. The incident 
occurred in a town under 
the Malwa police station 

area. Around seven to 
eight people were re-

portedly trapped inside 
the house after the blast 
caused the structure to 
collapse. Rescue teams 

have so far pulled out 
five people, while several 

others are feared 
trapped beneath the de-
bris. Police and other au-

thorities reached the 
spot and launched a res-
cue operation. Officials 

are carefully clearing the 
rubble because of con-

cerns over a possible gas 
leak. Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister directed officials 

to reach the site and 
speed up relief and res-

cue efforts. Rescue oper-
ations were continuing 

as authorities worked to 
locate those still 

trapped.

Shram Samvad 
campaign to cover 

316 districts
NEW DELHI

Union Labour and Em-
ployment Minister Man-

sukh Mandaviya on 
Monday announced 

“Shram Samvad”, a 90-
day nationwide aware-
ness campaign on the 

Labour Codes. The cam-
paign will cover industri-

al clusters across 316 
districts in all 36 States 

and Union Territories. 
Mandaviya made the 
announcement at the 

National Conference on 
Industrial Relations and 
Labour & Awards 2026 

in New Delhi. He also 
highlighted expanding 

social protection cover-
age and called for 

stronger cooperation be-
tween employers and 

workers. “Wherever 
there is Samvaad, there 
is Samadhan,” he said.

Premanand Maharaj 
disciple dies after 

ashram fall
MATHURA

The death of Rashik Du-
lari Sharan, a disciple of 
spiritual leader Prema-

nand Maharaj, in Vrinda-
van has raised questions 
as police continue their 
investigation. Sharan, 

whose earlier name was 
Deepak Lodhi, died after 
falling from the fourth-

floor terrace of Guru Kri-
pa Kunj ashram. CCTV 

footage reportedly 
shows him leaving his 

room shortly before the 
fatal fall, with blood 
stains visible on his 

clothes. Police are cur-
rently treating the inci-
dent as suicide but are 

examining other circum-
stances surrounding the 

case.
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SEOUL
 
South Korea’s Defence Min-
ister Kang Shin-chul has 
warned that the government 
will take “appropriate, sub-
stantial and corresponding” 
measures if an investigation 
confirms that North Korean 
land mines caused a recent 
explosion inside the Demilita-
rised Zone (DMZ).

Two South Korean soldiers 
were severely wounded in the 
September 21 incident, which 
involved two separate blasts 
south of the Military Demar-
cation Line separating the two 
Koreas. The explosions are 
suspected to have been caused 
by land mines, although the 
exact nature and origin of the 
devices have not yet been 
conclusively established.

Kang made the remarks on 
Monday after meeting Jang 
Dong-hyeok, leader of the op-
position People Power Party 
(PPP), at South Korea’s Na-
tional Assembly. He said an 
on-site investigation was con-
tinuing and that authorities 
would provide a transparent 
explanation once the facts 
were established.

NEW YORK
 
The United States rejected an 
Iranian proposal concerning 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz 
after Tehran reportedly de-
manded access to billions of 
dollars in frozen Iranian as-
sets, according to US Ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
Mike Waltz.

Waltz said the proposal was 
discussed amid ongoing ef-
forts to address tensions sur-
rounding the Strait of Hor-
muz, a crucial waterway 
through which a significant 
share of global energy ship-
ments passes. He indicated 
that Washington did not ac-
cept Tehran’s demand for the 
release of frozen assets as part 
of the arrangement.

The  comments  come 
against the backdrop of 
heightened diplomatic and 
economic tensions between 
the United States and Iran. 
The status of Iranian funds 
frozen under US sanctions has 

remained a longstanding point 
of contention between the two 
countries.

According to the report, 
Waltz characterized the finan-
cial demand as a key reason 
for Washington’s rejection of 
the proposal. The US position 
reflects its continued use of 
sanctions and restrictions on 
Iranian assets as part of its 
broader policy toward Tehran.

The report did not indicate 
that an agreement had been 
reached following the rejec-
tion of the proposal. Further 
diplomatic discussions could 
depend on whether the two 
sides can narrow their differ-
ences over sanctions, frozen 
assets and maritime security.

CAIRO
 
India and Egypt discussed ways 
to strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion in sports and youth affairs 
during a meeting between In-
dia’s Ambassador to Egypt, 
Suresh Reddy, and Egypt’s 
Minister of Youth and Sports, 
Gohar Nabil, on Monday.

According to the Indian Em-
bassy in Egypt, the discussions 
covered sports exchanges, ef-
forts to promote cricket in 
Egypt and football-related en-
gagements between the two 
countries. Reddy also invited 
Egypt to participate in the 
BRICS Indigenous and Tradi-
tional Games 2026, as part of 

efforts to expand sporting and 
youth exchanges between the 
two countries.

The meeting was the latest in 
a series of high-level engage-
ments between Indian and 
Egyptian officials covering a 
range of sectors. Earlier on 
September 23, Reddy met 
Egypt’s Minister of Agriculture 

and Land Reclamation, Alaa 
Farouk, on the sidelines of Sa-
hara Expo 2026 in Cairo. The 
two sides discussed opportuni-
ties to deepen cooperation in 
agriculture and allied sectors.

The Indian Embassy said Fa-
rouk welcomed the participa-
tion of Indian companies at the 
exhibition, describing it as re-

flecting growing commercial 
ties between the two countries.

On September 21, Reddy 
held discussions with Egypt’s 
Minister of Communications 
and Information Technology, 
Raafat Hindy. Their talks fo-
cused on India’s experience 
with digital public infrastruc-
ture, institutional cooperation 
and greater engagement be-
tween information and commu-
nications technology companies 
from both countries.

Earlier this month, Reddy 
also met Egypt’s Minister of 
Health and Population, Khaled 
Abdel Ghaffar, to explore coop-
eration in healthcare and phar-
maceuticals.

BEIJING
 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and US President Donald 
Trump have agreed to build a 
constructive China-US rela-
tionship based on strategic 
stability, respect, fairness and 
reciprocity, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said follow-
ing Xi’s state visit to the Unit-
ed States.

Wang made the remarks 
while briefing reporters on 
Xi’s September 23-25 visit. 
He said the two leaders held 
candid and in-depth discus-
sions in a friendly atmosphere 
on China-US relations and 
broader international issues.

On trade, Wang said Xi 
stressed that stable economic 
relations require expanding 
areas of cooperation while re-
ducing outstanding problems. 
He called for fair treatment of 
Chinese companies and con-

tinued dialogue to support 
stable bilateral trade.

Regarding fentanyl, Wang 
said China had acted with 
goodwill to assist the United 
States and that both leaders 
had instructed their law-en-
forcement  agenc ies  to 
s t rengthen coopera t ion 
against transnational crime.

The talks followed agree-
ments on more favourable 
tariff treatment for $30 billion 
of non-sensitive goods in each 
direction and the creation of a 
new dialogue on emerging 
technologies, according to a 
White House fact sheet.

GENEVA
 
The Baloch National Move-
ment (BNM) has urged the 
international community to 
take action over alleged hu-
man rights violations in Ba-
lochistan during a protest 
outside the United Nations 
Office in Geneva.

The protest, held near the 

Broken Chair monument, fo-
cused on allegations of en-
forced disappearances, extra-
judicial killings, and the sen-
tencing of political activists 
in what the BNM described 
as fabricated cases by Paki-
stani authorities.

Speakers at the rally al-
leged that thousands of peo-
ple had been subjected to 
abductions and kill ings 
across Pakistan. They argued 
that the situation was not 
confined to the Baloch com-
munity, but also affected 
Pashtuns, Sindhis and Kash-

miris.
The group also cited fig-

ures concerning alleged dis-
appearances and extrajudicial 
killings in Sindh and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, though these 
claims were presented by the 
organisation and were not in-
dependently established in 
the report.

The BNM previously 
staged a demonstration out-
side the United Nations head-
quarters in New York while 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif was attending 
the UN General Assembly. 
Protesters displayed banners 
and placards and staged a 
tableau highlighting enforced 
disappearances and alleged 
extrajudicial killings.

WASHINGTON
 
India has been included 
among countries eligible for 
zero US tariffs on several cat-
egories of speciality pharma-
ceutical products and ingredi-
ents, providing targeted relief 
to Indian drug manufacturers 
exporting to the American 
market.

The US Commerce Depart-
ment published the list as 
Washington prepares to im-
pose a 100 per cent tariff on 
certain patented pharmaceuti-
cal imports and related ingre-
dients from September 29.

The exemption does not ap-
ply to all pharmaceutical 
products exported from India. 
Instead, it covers specified 

medicines and ingredients 
identified under a presidential 
proclamation issued in April.

Eligible products include 
orphan drugs, nuclear medi-
cines, plasma-derived thera-
pies, fertility medicines, cell 
and gene therapies, and anti-
body-drug conjugates. Certain 
medical countermeasures re-
lated to chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear 

threats, as well as some ani-
mal-health products, are also 
covered.

India was included along-
side several other jurisdic-
tions, including the European 
Union, Japan, South Korea, 
Britain, Switzerland, Thai-
land, Vietnam, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia and Malaysia.

According to the Com-
merce Department notice, 
qualifying products from the 
listed jurisdictions can receive 
a zero per cent tariff because 
the countries have current or 
forthcoming trade and securi-
ty framework agreements 
with the United States.

Generic medicines and their 
associated ingredients are ex-
cluded from the Section 232 
pharmaceutical tariffs, ac-
cording to the Commerce De-
partment notice. This distinc-
tion is significant for India, 
whose pharmaceutical indus-
try is a major supplier of ge-
neric medicines to the United 
States.

BANGKOK
 
Thousands of residents have 
taken refuge in emergency 
shelters across Bangkok after 
severe flooding inundated 
neighbourhoods and over-
whelmed the city’s drainage 
network.

The flooding followed ex-
ceptionally heavy rainfall, 
with as much as 320 millime-
tres (12.6 inches) recorded 
over two or three days last 
week.

Large areas of the Thai cap-
ital were submerged, disrupt-
ing daily life and forcing res-
idents to leave homes affected 
by rising water. Emergency 
shelters have been opened to 
accommodate people dis-
placed by the flooding, while 
authorities work to manage 

the consequences of the wide-
spread inundation.

The damage from the disas-
ter has been estimated at 
about $320 million, highlight-
ing the significant economic 
impact on homes, businesses, 
infrastructure and local com-
munities. Floodwaters have 
affected roads and neighbour-
hoods, creating difficulties for 
transportation and other es-
sential services.

Bangkok’s drainage system, 
designed to move large vol-
umes of rainwater through the 
densely populated city, was un-
able to cope with the extraordi-
nary amount of rainfall. The 
overwhelmed network contrib-
uted to water accumulating rap-
idly across several areas.

Residents sheltering in 
evacuation centres face un-

certainty over when they 
will be able to return home. 
Authorities and emergency 
workers are continuing re-
lief operations, including 
providing temporary ac-
commodation and assis-
tance to affected communi-
ties.

Bangkok floods force thousands into shelters
The disaster caused an estimated $320 million in damages, severely impacting local homes, businesses, and infrastructure.

up to 320 mm
of rain in two or three days last week

$320 million
estimated damage to homes, busi-

nesses, infrastructure

Thousands
of residents in emergency shelters

Bangkok 
floods hit city

Bangkok’s overwhelmed drain-
age system failed to cope with 
extraordinary rainfall, causing 
severe urban flooding. High 
density leaves little space for 
natural absorption, straining 
infrastructure. Authorities pro-
vide relief as residents await 
returns, highlighting urgent 
needs for enhanced climate 
resilience.

India gains US tariff 
relief for speciality drugs

Baloch group seeks global 
action over rights abuses

US pharma tariffs from September 29
PATENTED IMPORTS

100%
tariff on certain patented phar-
maceuticals and ingredients

▶

INDIA & LISTED NATIONS

0%
on eligible speciality medicines 
and ingredients

Protesters from 
Sindh, the Pashtun 
community, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Kashmir 
also took part in the 
demonstration.

Protest points

1 BNM alleges widespread 
human rights abuses

2 Enforced disappearances 
affect multiple commu-

nities

3 Balochistan described as 
heavily militarised

4 Protests staged outside 
UN headquarters

5 International community 
urged to act

6 Claims lack independent 
verification

Xi, Trump agree on 
constructive China-US ties

South Korea warns 
North over DMZ blast

US rejects Iran proposal 
over Strait tensions

Wang Yi
CHINESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER

Respect: recognising each other’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
social systems, development paths, 
core interests and major concerns
Fairness: mutually beneficial 
cooperation, resolving differences 
through consultation, rejecting 
zero-sum approaches
Reciprocity: treating both coun-
tries as equals and addressing their 
concerns on an equal basis

100,000
young Americans invited to 
visit China for exchange and 
study programmes over five 
years

Kang Shin-chul
South Korea’s Defence Minister

Summary
→	 Investigation continues into 

DMZ explosion

→	 Mine type remains unverified

→	 Government denies cover-up 
allegations

→	 Ruling and opposition par-
ties clash

→	 Assembly committee sched-
ules plenary hearing

→	 North Korean responsibility 
unconfirmed

STRAIT OF 
HORMUZ

Any disruption to commer-
cial shipping through the 
waterway could have wider 
implications for oil and gas 
supplies and global prices.

?

India, Egypt deepen sports and youth collaboration
TRADITIONAL GAMES 2026

HIGHLIGHTS
✓	 India-Egypt high-level diplo-

matic meetings
✓	 Sahara Expo 2026 agricultural 

cooperation

✓	 Digital public infrastructure 
technology talks

✓	 Healthcare and pharmaceutical 
partnership exploration

✓	 Growing commercial and eco-
nomic ties

✓	 Broadening bilateral strategic 
engagement

Netanyahu makes 
surprise UAE visit

Jerusalem
Israeli media reported 

that Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu made an 
unannounced visit to the 

United Arab Emirates, 
where he was believed to 

have met with the Gulf 
state’s leader. The UAE 

has been an important re-
gional partner for Israel 
since the two countries 
established diplomatic 

relations under the 
US-brokered Abraham 

Accords in 2020.

Avalanche kills 4 at 
Himlung base camp

Kathmandu
At least four people have 
died and 12 remain miss-

ing after an avalanche 
struck the base camp of 
Mt. Himlung in Nepal’s 

Manang district, officials 
said Monday. Four bodies 
have been recovered, with 
two transported to Kath-

mandu and two to 
Chame. Around 27 expe-
dition guides and support 

staff were reportedly at 
the 7,126-meter mountain 
preparing ropes and tents 
for the autumn climbing 
season. Eleven people 

have made contact, while 
rescue operations contin-
ue with helicopters after 
weather conditions im-
proved. Nepal has faced 
heavy rainfall, landslides 
and flooding since Sep-
tember 24. Authorities 

had earlier restricted trek-
king in several high-alti-
tude areas over weath-
er-related safety con-

cerns.

Russian strikes kill two, 
injure 28 in Ukraine

Kyiv
Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy said 
Russian strikes killed at 
least two people in the 

Kyiv region and injured 28 
others, including nine chil-

dren, in Kharkiv. The at-
tacks caused casualties 
and damage as Russian 
forces continued strikes 

across Ukraine, according 
to Ukrainian authorities. 
Emergency responders 

were deployed to affect-
ed areas to assist victims 

and assess the impact. 
Zelenskyy said authorities 

were working to protect 
civilians and provide nec-
essary support to those 
affected. The latest at-

tacks come amid the on-
going Russia-Ukraine 

conflict, with Ukrainian 
officials continuing to call 

for stronger air-defence 
capabilities to counter 

Russian missile and drone 
strikes.

Taiwan detects PLA 
aircraft, PLAN ships

Taipei
Taiwan detected three 

Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) aircraft 
and five People’s Libera-
tion Army Navy (PLAN) 
ships operating around 
the island, according to 
Taiwan’s Ministry of Na-
tional Defense. Taiwan’s 
armed forces monitored 

the activity and main-
tained heightened vigi-
lance in response to the 

presence of Chinese mili-
tary assets around the is-
land. The reported move-
ments come amid contin-
ued Chinese military ac-

tivity in areas surrounding 
Taiwan. Taipei has regu-

larly reported PLA aircraft 
and naval vessels operat-

ing near Taiwan, while 
Beijing maintains its 

claims over the island and 
opposes what it describes 

as separatist activities.

I, TAHERA BEGUM VATIYABARI, 
Resident of No.4/3, Ishaq 
Residency, Sauders Road, 
Frazer Town, Bengalu-
ru-560005, have changed 
my name to TAHIRA BEGUM 
VATIYABARI, vide affidavit 
dated: 28.09.2026 before 
notary G. DAYANANDA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, AQHEELA BANU ATEEQ, 
W/o. Mohamed Ateeq Ahmed, 
Resident of No.41/5/1, Nethaji 
Road, Pulakeshinagar, Fraz-
er Town, Bengaluru-560005, 
have changed my name to 
AQHEELA BANU, vide affi-
davit dated: 28.09.2026 be-
fore notary G. DAYANANDA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

Suspected land mine 
explosions caused 

the incident, though 
device origins remain 

unconfirmed.
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NAGOYA

Seema Kaliramna narrowly 
missed a medal in the wom-
en’s discus at the Asian 
Games 2026 on Monday, fin-
ishing fourth despite produc-
ing a personal best of 59.88 
metres in a fiercely contested 
final.

The Commonwealth Games 
bronze medallist needed a 
major effort in the closing 
rounds after slipping out of 
the medal positions. She de-
livered her best throw of the 
competition in the penulti-
mate round, improving 
her previous personal 
best of 59.73m by 15 
centimetres. However, 
the effort was not 
enough to take her 
back into the top 
three.

Kaliramna opened 
with 53.67m before 
making a signifi-
cant improvement 
with her second at-
tempt, throwing 
58.40m and briefly 
moving into the 
bronze-medal posi-
tion.

Thailand’s Sub-
enrat Insaeng soon 
overtook her with 
58.53m and then pro-
duced a decisive person-
al-best throw of 61.43m, be-

coming the first athlete in the 
competition to cross the 60m 
mark.

China’s Jiang Zhichao also 
found her best effort late, re-
cording 62.25m to move into 
second place. Kaliramna re-
sponded with 59.88m but re-
mained fourth.

She came close again with 
her final attempt, registering 
59.81m, but could not change 
the standings.

China’s Feng Bin won gold 
with 63.69m, while Jiang took 
silver and Insaeng secured 
bronze.

The result ended India’s 
women’s discus podium run 
dating back to 1998. India has 
previously won Asian Games 
gold in the event through 
Neelam Jaswant Singh in 
2002 and Seema Punia in 
2014.

Despite missing the podi-
um, Kaliramna left the com-
petition with a new personal 
benchmark. Her 59.88m 
throw was the best effort of 
her career and came on the 
Asian Games stage. Sanya 
Yadav finished eighth with 
49.90m.

"Finishing fourth is disap-
pointing, but I am happy that 
I improved my personal best 
and came very close to the 
60-metre mark." - Seema Ka-
liramna (Indian discus throw-
er) "I gave everything in my 
final attempts and tried to 
fight back for a medal, but the 
competition was very strong." 
- Seema Kaliramna (Indian 
discus thrower)

"Breaking my personal best 
twice on the Asian Games 

stage gives me 
confidence to 
keep working to-
wards crossing 

the 60-metre bar-
rier." - Seema Kali-

ramna (Indian discus 
thrower)
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Vithya Ramraj 
Breaks Usha’s 

42-Year Record
NAGOYA

Vithya Ramraj 
scripted a land-
mark moment 
in Indian ath-
letics at the 
Asian Games 
2 0 2 6  o n 
M o n d a y , 
breaking the 
42-year-old 
national re-
cord held 
by legend-
ary athlete 
PT Usha in 

the women’s 
400m hurdles.

Ramraj clocked a per-
sonal best of 54.75 sec-
onds to win the bronze 
medal in a thrilling 
final. Her perfor-
mance  improved 
Usha’s previous na-
tional benchmark of 

55.42 seconds by 
0 . 6 7  s e c o n d s , 
bringing an end to 
one of the lon-
gest-standing re-
cords in Indian 

athletics.
Usha had estab-

lished the record at the 

1984 Los Angeles Olympics, 
where she narrowly missed a 
medal after finishing fourth in 
the Olympic final. Ramraj 
had equalled the mark at the 
2023 Asian Games, where she 
also won bronze.

Three years later, the Indian 
athlete finally moved beyond 
Usha’s historic mark. Ramraj 
remained firmly in medal 
contention throughout the 
race and held her position 
during the closing stages. 
However, she could not match 
the late acceleration of Mari-
am Kareem of the United 
Arab Emirates, who won gold 
in a Games-record 54.31 sec-
onds.

Kazakhstan’s Adelina Zems 
secured silver with a personal 
best of 54.58 seconds, while 
Ramraj completed the podium 
with her 54.75-second effort.

Indian athlete Anu Ragha-
van also delivered an impres-
sive performance, lowering 
her personal best to 55.88 sec-
onds and finishing fifth from 
lane eight. Ramraj’s latest 
achievement gives her a sec-
ond successive Asian Games 
bronze in the event and estab-
lishes her as the new national 
record holder.

VITHYA RAMRAJ WINS 
400M HURDLES BRONZE:
• �Ramraj clocked a personal best 

of 54.75 seconds. 

• �She broke PT Usha’s 
55.42-second national record. 

• �Usha had set the record at the 
1984 Los Angeles Olympics. 

•� �Ramraj had equalled the 
mark at the 2023 Asian 
Games. 

• �Mariam Kareem won 
gold in a Games-re-
cord 54.31 sec-
onds. 

• �Anu Ragha-
van finished 
fifth with a 
personal 
best of 
55.88 
seconds.

Vithya Ramraj 
broke PT Usha’s 

42-year-old 
national record in 

the women’s 
400m hurdles, 
clocking 54.75 
seconds to win 
bronze at Asian 

Games 2026.

Seema Kaliramna 
Misses Discus Podium

Seema Kaliramna missed 
the women’s discus podium 
despite setting a personal 
best, finishing fourth after 
a fiercely contested Asian 

Games final.

SEEMA KALIRAMNA’S 
PERFORMANCE

• Best throw: 59.88m
• Previous personal best: 59.73m

• Improvement: 15cm
• Final position: Fourth

• Gold: Feng Bin — 63.69m
• Silver: Jiang Zhichao — 62.25m

• Bronze: Subenrat Insaeng — 61.43m

Priya Ghanghas Secures Boxing Medal
PRIYA BOOKS SEMIFINAL SPOT

NISHIO

Indian boxer Priya Ghanghas 
assured herself of a medal in 
the women’s 60kg category 
after defeating Tajikistan’s 
Mijgona Samadova 5-0 in the 
quarterfinals at the Aichi-Na-
goya Asian Games on Mon-
day.

Priya had to fight back after 
trailing 2-3 at the end of the 
opening round. The Indian 
responded strongly in the sec-
ond and third rounds, domi-
nating the exchanges and se-
curing unanimous victories in 
both to book her place in the 
semifinals and guarantee at 
least a bronze medal.

Both boxers began cau-
tiously before increasing the 
intensity. Samadova, a bronze 
medallist at the Hangzhou 
Games in the 57kg category, 
landed several punches during 
the opening round, while Pri-
ya also found her target 
during the final 90 seconds. 
The Tajik boxer eventually 
edged the round 3-2.

Priya became more aggres-
sive in the second round, con-
necting with effective combi-
nations. Samadova was also 
handed a point penalty, help-
ing the Indian secure a 5-0 

round victory.
The Tajik boxer came out 

aggressively in the final 
round, looking to overturn the 
contest. Priya remained com-
posed, finding opportunities 
when Samadova moved onto 
the back foot. She again won 
the round 5-0.

All five judges ruled in Pri-
ya’s favour. Three judges 
scored the bout 29-27, while 
two scored it 30-26.

Priya will face China’s 
Yang Chengyu in Wednes-
day’s semifinal. Chengyu is a 
two-time World Champion-
ship medallist, with a gold in 
2023 and bronze in 2025.

Priya’s medal is India’s 
fifth confirmed boxing medal 
at the Games. Earlier, Lovlina 

Borgohain, Ankush Panghal 
and Parveen Hooda had also 
secured medals in their re-
spective categories.

PRIYA GHANGHAS:
• �Category:  

�Women’s 60kg 

• �Quarterfinal Result:  
5-0 win 

• �Opponent: Mijgona 
Samadova, Tajikistan 

• Medal Assured: Bronze 

• �Semifinal Opponent: 
Yang Chengyu, China 

• Semifinal: Wednesday 

• �Judges’ Scores: Three 
judges — 29-27; two 
judges — 30-26 

Priya came from 
behind after losing 
the opening round 

and won both 
remaining rounds 

5-0 to secure a 
medal.

 - Bout report

Indian Women’s Doubles Exit Early
NAGOYA

India’s campaign in the wom-
en’s doubles tennis event at 
the Asian Games 2026 ended 
in the opening round on Mon-
day after Ankita Raina and 
Rutuja Bhosale lost to Kazakh-
stan’s Anna Danilina and Yulia 
Putintseva in a closely fought 
three-set contest in Nagoya.

The Indian pair made a 
promising start, taking the 
opening set 7-5 after a compet-
itive battle. However, Danilina 
and Putintseva responded 
strongly in the second set, se-
curing a 6-3 victory to level 
the match and force a deciding 
match tie-break.

The Kazakh combination 
maintained its composure 
when the contest reached its 
decisive stage, winning the 
match tie-break 10-5 to com-
plete the comeback and prog-
ress to the next round.

The defeat brought an early 

end to India’s women’s dou-
bles campaign, although nei-
ther Raina nor Bhosale has left 
the tournament. Both players 
are also entered in the mixed 
doubles draw and will have 

another opportunity to contin-
ue their Asian Games cam-
paign.

Putintseva’s experience on 
the international circuit, in-
cluding regular appearances on 
the WTA Tour, provided the 
Kazakh pair with valuable 
composure during the crucial 
stages. Elsewhere, Sumit Na-
gal’s men’s singles campaign 
remains undecided after rain 
interrupted his opening-round 
match against South Korea’s 
Hong Seongchan. Nagal was 
leading 3-2 when play was 
suspended.

The match has been resched-
uled for Tuesday, giving Nagal 
another opportunity to com-
plete the contest and advance 
in the tournament.

Nagal comes into the Asian 
Games after a difficult Davis 
Cup tie in Seoul, where he lost 
both of his singles matches 
against South Korean oppo-
nents.

INDIA’S TENNIS 
CAMPAIGN:

• �Women’s Doubles: Anki-
ta Raina/Rutuja Bhosale 

• Opponents: Anna Danili-
na/Yulia Putintseva 

• Result: Kazakhstan won 
5-7, 6-3, 10-5 

• Sumit Nagal: Led Hong 
Seongchan 3-2 when rain 

stopped play 

• Nagal’s Match: Re-
scheduled for Tuesday 

• Next Opportunity: Raina 
and Bhosale remain in 

mixed doubles 

Chikitha enters 
QF; Jyothi loses 

in individual 
pre-quarters

OKAZAKI

Indian archer Chikitha Tani-
parthi won an intense round 
of 16 clash against Chinese 
Taipei's Chen Yi-Hsuan in the 
women's compound individu-
al event at the Okazaki Chuo 
Sogo Park Multipurpose 
Square here on Monday.

While Taniparthi managed 
to scrape through, Hangzhou 
2023 gold medallist Jyothi 
Surekha Vennam lost in her 
1/8 elimination round after 
going down to South Korea's 
Kang Yeonseo 146-150.

Taniparthi and Chen gave it 
their all, and they were tied at 
148 points after the regulation 
15 shots. The match went to 
the shoot-off, where the Indi-
an nailed a bull's-eye, while 
Chen also fired a 10, but it 
wasn't a bull's-eye.

Taniparthi had shot 30, 29, 
30, 29 and 30 in her five 
games, while Chen was also 
pretty strong in her outing, 
hitting 30, 30, 29, 30 and 29 
across the five games for a 
shoot-off, where Taniparthi 
eventually held her nerve.

Jyothi found no answers to 
14-year-old Yeonseo as the 
South Korean did not hit a 
single arrow below 10 to de-
feat the Indian 150-146. Jyo-
thi hit 27, 30, 29, 30 and 30 in 
the five games, while the Ko-
rean was absolutely flawless 
in her outing, smashing all 
arrows to the maximum 
10-point mark.

Earlier in the day, Ganesh 
Ratnam beat Sahil Jadhav in 
an all-Indian pre-quarters in 
the men's compound individ-
ual category. He defeated Sa-
hil in a nail-biting contest 
149-148 to make his way into 
the quarterfinals.

Ganesh began with a 29 be-
fore displaying a flawless ef-
fort in the next four games to 
tally 30 in each of them. Sahil 
started with 30, but hit 29, 30, 
30 and 29 in the next games.

Earlier, Ganesh started off 
his individual campaign with 
a 144-142 win over Indone-
sian archer Sostar Andaru Ri-
naldi, while Sahil began with 
beating Jamiyangombo Pure-
vdorj of Mongolia 149-137 in 
the round of 32. The Indian 
compound men's, women's 
and mixed teams have se-
cured their places in the semi-
finals.

GUJARAT DY CM PRESENTS ₹1.33 CRORE TO 
ASIAN GAMES MEDALLIST ELAVENIL VALARIVAN

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has 
awarded rifle shooter Elavenil 
Valarivan Rs 1.33 crore under 
its 'Khel Pratibha Puraskar 
Yojana' after she won two sil-
ver medals at the 2026 Asian 
Games in Japan, taking the 
total incentives extended to 
the athlete by the state to Rs 
2.41 crore.

Gujarat Deputy Chief Min-
ister Harsh Sanghavi on Mon-
day honoured shooter Elave-
nil Valarivan for her sil-
ver-medal performances in 
the women’s 10m air rifle 
team and individual events at 
the Aichi-Nagoya Asian 
Games.

Valarivan first helped India 
win silver in the team event 
before claiming another silver 
in the individual competition. 
She shot 252.4 in the individ-
ual final to finish behind Ja-
pan’s Taichi Hinata, who won 

gold with a Games-record 
score of 253.0.

Congratulating Valarivan, 
Sanghavi said the Gujarat 
government was committed to 
providing athletes with the 
training and facilities required 
to prepare for international 
competitions.

“An athlete’s international 
success is the result not only 
of their own hard work but 
also of the support and val-
ues provided by their parents 
throughout their journey,” he 
said. Sanghavi also high-
lighted Valarivan’s associa-
tion with the Sanskardham 
complex, where she studied 
under the state government’s 
DLSS scheme, saying her 
Asian Games performance 
had brought recognition to 
Gujarat.

“The success of athletes 
nurtured at Sanskardham 
could inspire thousands of 
young athletes across the 

state,” he added.
According to the Gujarat 

government, Valarivan had 
previously received Rs 1.33 
crore under the Shaktidoot 
Scheme and Olympic Incen-
tive Scheme, in addition to Rs 
74 lakh through schemes in-
cluding the DLSS Scheme 
and Khel Mahakumbh.

The latest incentive takes 
the total financial assistance 
provided to Valarivan by the 
state government to Rs 2.41 
crore.

Valarivan, who resides in 

Ahmedabad’s Maninagar 
area, has been associated with 
the state government’s Shak-
tidoot Scheme since 2017-18 
and currently holds an ‘A’ cat-
egory position under the pro-
gramme.

The 27-year-old has repre-
sented India at the 2020 To-
kyo Olympics and the 2024 
Paris Olympics. She won gold 
at the ISSF World Cup in Rio 
de Janeiro in 2019 with a 
score of 251.7 and received 
the Arjuna Award from the 
Central government in 2022.

Esha wins silver in women’s 25m 
pistol after thrilling shoot-off

TOYOTA

India’s Esha Singh produced 
a remarkable fightback under 
intense pressure to win the 
silver medal in the women’s 
25m pistol event at the Asian 
Games 2026 in Aichi-Nagoya 
on Monday, surviving multi-
ple shoot-offs before finishing 
second on the podium. This is 
Esha's third silver in the Asian 
Games, having won silver in 
the 10m Air pistol individual 
event and team event in 
Hangzhou 2023,

Esha entered the final hav-
ing only narrowly secured her 
place among the top eight, 
qualifying in eighth position 
after scoring 580-22x. But the 
Indian quickly put that behind 
her once the medal round be-
gan, opening the final with a 
perfect five hits from five 
shots.

She remained among the 
leaders throughout the early 
stages, although the contest 
repeatedly tightened at the 

top. Xiao Jiaruixuan of China 
moved ahead with consecu-
tive perfect series, while 
North Korea’s Kim Hyon Suk 
also stayed firmly in medal 
contention. The elimination 
phase brought further twists. 
Esha slipped down the stand-
ings after registering three 
hits, but responded with a 
flawless 5/5 to ensure that she 
remained in contention. When 
Vietnam’s Trinh Thu Vinh was 
eliminated, the Indian was 
guaranteed herself a medal.

The battle for bronze then 
turned into an extraordinary 
sequence of shoot-offs be-
tween Esha and Kim, who 
were tied on 34 hits. Both 
shooters initially recorded 
three hits, forcing another 
shoot-off. A technical inter-
ruption added to the tension 
before the contest resumed 
with a single-shot situation. 
Esha eventually prevailed, se-
curing the bronze-medal posi-
tion and earning the right to 
fight Xiao for gold.


