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Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Wednesday
said the Congress would ac-
cept the people's verdict in the
Legislative Council elections
with humility and examine
the reasons behind its defeat,
admitting that the results had
fallen short of the party's ex-
pectations.

The Congress had hoped to
win two of the four seats but
failed to secure any, with the
ID(S) wresting the Bengaluru
Teachers' Constituency from
the ruling Congress and the
BJP retaining the North-East
Teachers', South-East Gradu-
ates' and West Graduates' con-
stituencies.

‘Will assess voters’
message’

Reacting to the outcome, Shi-
vakumar said the party would
assess the voters' message,
identify its shortcomings and
take corrective steps.

"The voters have given us a
message. We will examine it
thoroughly, study where
things went wrong and take
steps to correct them," he told
reporters here.

While he said he was satis-
fied with the votes secured by
the Congress, he admitted that
the loss in Bengaluru had
caught him off guard. "I was
not expecting the Bengaluru
seat to slip away. We will re-
view what happened there,"
he said.

He questioned the BJP and
JD(S) for projecting the MLC
election results as an indica-
tion of the outcome of future
elections, pointing to the Con-
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The Truth Speaks

MLC elections in 28 seats
across 4 big states - Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar

and Karnataka. Elections held
using ballot papers. Guess how many
seats Congress won?

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

'Guess how many seats Cong won?'

Modi's 'ballot' taunt on MLC results

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day taunted the Congress party for its dismal show in
the MLC elections held in 28 upper house constituencies
across four states despite the use of paper ballots, a key
demand of opposition parties in their campaign against
EVMs. Taking to X, the Prime Minsiter wrote, "MLC
elections in 28 seats across 4 big states - Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Bihar and Karnataka. Elections held using
ballot papers. Guess how many seats Congress won?"
The PM’s remark came after the Congress drew a blank
in Karnataka, where the BJP-Janata Dal (Secular) alli-
ance swept all four legislative council seats despite the
Congress being in power in the state. The Congress also
failed to secure a single victory in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Maharashtra. The PM's reference to ballot papers
comes amid the opposition's repeated allegations of
irregularities in electronic voting machines (EVMs) and
demands for greater transparency in the electoral pro-
cess. The Congress and several other opposition parties
have been demanding that all future elections be held
using ballot papers and not the EVM.
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We have things to learn
from these results. We will
review them and know how

to prepare our workers. | will
take up that responsibility.

DK Shivakumar, Chief Minister
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What moral right do you have

to continue after losing these

polls that represent a majori-
ty of the areas of the state? If

you have any dignity, you need to step
down and seek a fresh mandate.

BS Yediyurappa, Senior BJP leader

Step down and seek a fresh
mandate: BSY to DKS

BENGALURU: Enthused by the clean sweep by
the NDA in elections to the Karnataka Legislative
Council from the four teachers’ and graduates’
constituencies, BJP veteran BS Yediyurappa the
Congress rout was a glaring example of informed
voters debunking the party’s ‘Vote Chori’ propa-
ganda. While the BJP won three seats, its ally
JD(S) secured one seat in the MLC elections,
which were held using ballot papers. Since the
Congress has been demanding polls using ballot
papers instead of EVMs alleging its misuse, the
Lingayat strongman said the election results have
debunked its campaign against the Centre and
demanded that Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
step down in the wake of 4-0 poll results. “The
NDA candidates have won by a huge margin
though we are not in power in Karnataka. What
moral right do you have to continue after losing
these polls that represent a majority of the areas
of the state? If you have any dignity, you need to
step down and seek a fresh mandate,” he added.

BJP-JD(S) alliance sweep: The BJP
and its NDA ally JD(S) won all 4/4
Teachers' & Graduates' constituencies,
which used ballot papers for voting.

Bengaluru Teachers' Constituency:
The JD(S) wrested this seat from the
Cong, a loss DK Shivakumar admitted
caught the party off guard since they
had hoped to win at least 2 seats overall.

Other constituencies: The BJP retained
North-East Teachers', South-East Gradu-
ates' & West Graduates' constituencies.

How Shivakumar reacted?

Acceptance and review: CM Shivaku-
mar acknowledged the defeat, saying,
"People have sent us a message, and
we will study the results."

Action plan: He announced that a new
plan of action will be introduced after Nov 1.

By-election pushback: Inresponse to
opposition claims that the sweep signals
the direction for the 2028 assembly elec-
tions, Shivakumar pointed to past by-elec-
tion wins in Channapatna & Shiggaon.

Ballot paper stance: Despite the loss-
esin elections conducted via ballot pa-
per, Shivakumar maintained that bal-
lot-based voting remains necessary
while addressing internal shortcomings.

reiterated the Congress' posi-
tion and said the party would
announce a fresh action plan
after November 1. "Of course
we need ballot papers. There
are a lot of issues. After No-
vember 1, my party will come
back with a new action plan."

He was responding to the

gress' victories in the Channa-
patna and Shiggaon Assembly
bypolls.

‘Will use setback to
strengthen organisation’
Shivakumar said the party
would use the setback to

strengthen its organisation and
improve its preparations for
upcoming electoral contests.
He said he would personally
take responsibility for prepar-
ing party workers. "We have
things to learn from these re-

sults. We will review them and
know how to prepare our
workers. I will take up that re-
sponsibility," he said.

On the demand for ballot
papers instead of electronic
voting machines (EVMs), he

BJP's criticism of the Con-
gress for seeking a return to
ballot papers after electoral
defeats and raising concerns
about EVMs, while pointing
out that the MLC elections
themselves were conducted
using ballot papers.
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69 killed as trains
crash in Spain

Over 100 injured;
human error suspected.
v

URDA

At least 69 people were killed
and 179 injured after two high-
speed trains collided in Spain's
Toledo province on Wednes-
day, with rescue workers scour-
ing the wreckage for more bod-
ies after Spain's second deadly
rail accident this year.

According to Spanish gov-
ernment sources, human error
is believed to have caused the
accident, although authorities
were investigating the circum-
stances leading to the crash.

The collision took place
around 9 am (local time) in
Urda on the high-speed line
connecting Madrid and Anda-
lusia. A Renfe train, carrying
397 passengers, rammed into a
stationary Iryo train with 147
passengers and a baby on
board. The impact derailed two
carriages of the Iryo train,
which plunged down an em-
bankment, as per the Spanish
public broadcaster RTVE.

The death toll is expected to
increase as rescue teams con-
tinued to search through the
wreckage of the derailed car-
riages.

As per the El Pais report, the
primary LZB signalling and
safety system had malfunc-
tioned, forcing railway staff to
manage train movements under
an alternative arrangement.
The disruption brought around
eight trains in the area to a halt
on Wednesday morning.

When services were allowed

Suspected cause
& context

According to Spain's Transport
Minister Oscar Puente, a
computer failure initially halted
multiple trains in the area, after
which the control center
managed by infrastructure
manager ADIF issued an
"inexplicable” decision to let the
trains move again without
proper restrictions, leading the
Renfe train to strike the
stationary Iryo train from
behind. This marks Spain's
second major high-speed rail
disaster this year, following a
deadly crash near Adamuz in
Cordoba province in January
2026 that killed 46 people.

to resume, the Iryo train re-
mained stationary on the
tracks. An Adif operator is sus-
pected of having mistakenly
authorised the Renfe train be-
hind it to proceed, resulting in
the rear-end collision. Hospi-
tals in Toledo, Alcazar de San
Juan and Ciudad Real had been
activated to treat the injured.
PM expresses shock

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
expressed shock over the acci-
dent, saying he was in contact
with the transport minister and
the regional government to
monitor the situation. He ex-
tended his "affection, solidari-
ty, and support" to the victims
and their families.

‘Namma Metro’s Pink Line gets CMRS nod’

BENGALURU

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may visit Bengaluru on
November 15 to inaugurate
the elevated section of Nam-
ma Metro’s Pink Line, said
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters here,
the CM said he would seek an
appointment with the Prime
Minister for an all-party dele-
gation to discuss the release
of drought relief funds for
Karnataka.

Gets safety clearance

The 7.5-km elevated stretch
between Kalena Agrahara and
Tavarekere received safety
clearance from Commissioner
of Metro Railway Safety
(CMRS) on October 28, pav-
ing the way for its inaugura-
tion and the commencement
of commercial operations.

The section underwent a
statutory safety inspection by
the CMRS from October 6 to
8. The clearance was issued
by CMRS (Southern Circle,
Bengaluru) V Venkatasubra-

'Modi kahin nahijaayega":
BJP releases song amid
Kharge's 'baap' remark row

NEW DELHI

Stepping up the social media game, BJP
has released a song following the Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge's
'baap' remark about Narendra Modi, as-
serting that the prime minister is here to
stay, as he is the 'chosen one' by the
public. From top BJP leaders to Union
ministers to numerous office bearers of
the party, everyone flooded the social
media platforms like X and Instagram
with their posts on this issue while tag-
ging the song comprising of various im-
ages of Modi. BJP leaders Sambit Patra,
Piyush Goyal, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta and Union Minister for
Women and Child Development Annap-
urna Devi also shared the music video on
their respective X handles. The song re-
peatedly asserts, "Modi kahin nahi
jaayega" (Modi is not going anywhere),
while targeting the Congress over its re-
marks against the prime minister.

QUICK READ

manian following inspections,
speed trials and assessments
of the infrastructure, signal-
ling systems, rolling stock
and passenger safety arrange-
ments.

The authorisation permits
passenger services at a maxi-
mum speed of 80Kmph, sub-
ject to the conditions speci-
fied in the clearance and
the limits imposed
by the automatic
train protection
system. The 4
maximum |
permissible
speed on plat-
forms has
been capped
at 60kmph.

The clearance
also comes with
conditions that BM-
RCL must comply with
before and during commercial
operations.

These include completing
pending safety-related works,
ensuring the availability of
trained personnel, verifying
train control and signalling

systems, and maintaining pas-
senger amenities and emer-
gency preparedness measures.

The elevated section com-
prises seven stations: Kalena
Agrahara, Hulimavu, [IMB,
JP Nagar 4th Phase, Jayadeva
Hospital, Ragigudda and Ta-
varekere.

Pink Line is part of Namma
Metro’s Phase 2 net-
work. Once ele-
> vated stretch
becomes op-
erational,
Bengaluru
Metro’s op-
erational
¥ nctwork
¥ will expand
ff r o m

96.1Km to
¥ 103.6Km,

crossing 100-km
mark.

Shivakumar wrote to
Modi on October 6, invit-
ing him to inaugurate the
elevated section in Octo-
ber. However, the proposed
visit has not yet been offi-
cially confirmed by the

Pink Line facts

Safety clearance: The 7.5-km
elevated section received official
safety clearance from the Com-

missioner of Metro Railway Safety

(CMRS) on October 28, 2026.

Route covered: This first
phase runs along the elevated
stretch between Kalena Agrahara
& Tavarekere in southern B’luru.

Network impact: Opening
this section will expand the total
length of the Namma Metro net-
work to approximately 103.6 km.

Current status: CM DK Shiva-
kumar announced the November
15 date after inviting the Prime
Minister, though state ministers
like Krishna Byre Gowda noted
that an official confirmation from
New Delhi is still pending.

Full line projections: The
complete Pink Line is planned to
span roughly 21 km from Kalena

Agrahara to Nagawara with 18

stations (6 elevated and 12 under-
ground), with underground commer-
cial operations targeted for 2027.

Govt won’t tolerate
‘hooliganism’ amid Jamia
protests: Pralhad Joshi

NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi
on Wednesday condemned the alleged
violence at Jamia Millia Islamia amid a
standoff between students and the uni-
versity administration over the restora-
tion of the students’ union, warning that
the government would not tolerate
“hooliganism” or “rowdy behaviour”.
The protest demanding the restoration
of the Jamia Millia Islamia Students’ Un-
ion (JMISU) entered its 17th day on
Wednesday, with students refusing to
withdraw the agitation despite the uni-
versity announcing that elections would
be held within 15 days of the approval of
the union’s constitution. The university
on Wednesday released visuals showing
broken windows and alleged that stu-
dents had forcibly entered parts of the
campus, damaging surveillance cameras
and other property. However, officials
did not clarify what action was being
taken over the alleged damage.
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Cane growers

BELAGAVI

Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sang-
ha and Hasiru Sene state pres-
ident Chunappa Pujeri on
Wednesday said that farmers
across the state would lock
godowns of sugar factories to
pressure the Centre to meet
the demands of increasing the
minimum selling price of sug-
ar that will facilitate growers
to get Rs 5,500 per tonne for
sugarcane.

He also demanded that the
Central committee appointed
to look into the demands of
sugarcane growers and in-
creasing sugar MSP, which
will be visiting Karnataka
from October 29, should visit
Belagavi district to know the
ground situation and plight of
farmers.

P \
In a statement on Wednes-
day, Pujeri said, “We are pro-
testing for the fourth consec-
utive day at Gurlapur in Mu-
dalgi taluk. We are giving call
to lock the godowns of sugar
factories to get our demands
met. Farmers across the state
should join the movement.
Sugar factories should coop-
erate with us as the movement
will also help them get their

CM asks guarantee panel members
to visit beneficiaries’ homes

BENGALURU

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Wednesday said guarantee
implementation committees are
being formed at the panchayat
level to ensure the effective im-
plementation of the state gov-
ernment's guarantee schemes.

He directed committee mem-
bers to maintain close contact
with beneficiaries and share
information about the schemes
regularly on social media.

Addressing the media at his
official home office 'Krishna'
here after launching the dash-
board and social media handles
of the State Guarantee Imple-
mentation Committee, the CM
said regular sharing of informa-
tion and beneficiary feedback
would help counter misinfor-
mation and propaganda against
the schemes.

He instructed committee
members to visit every benefi-
ciary's home and put up a
"Guarantee House" sticker on
the door.

"Make beneficiaries under-

threaten to

demand on increasing sugar
price fulfilled.

Seeks Joshi’s intervention

Union Food and Civil Sup-
plies Minister Pralhad Joshi
should call meeting of sugar
factory managements and as-
sure them that sugar prices
will not fall below Rs 5,000 a
quintal as there is a shortage
of sugar across the globe. He

stand the benefits provided by
the government through the
guarantee schemes, and use so-
cial media effectively at all lev-
els," he said.

State Guarantee Implementa-
tion Committee chairman HM
Revanna said the committee's
dashboard provides district and
taluk-wise information on gov-
ernment expenditure under the
guarantee schemes. Govern-
ment orders related to the
schemes and contact details of
officials are also available on
the portal.

He added that the dashboard
includes a repository of success
stories. A platform called
"Guarantee Katte" will also be
created to enable committee
members to interact with bene-
ficiaries and share feedback.

Guarantee Implementation
Committee deputy chairmen PT
Parameshwara Naik, Dinesh
Gooligowda and SR Mehroz
Khan; BBMP limits Guarantee
Implementation Committee
Chairman G Krishnappa and
others attended the meeting.

Cyclone Arnab
kills 6 in AP

Hyderabad: Cyclone Arnab
crossed the Andhra Pradesh—
Yanam coast early on
Wednesday, leaving six peo-
ple dead in separate incidents
and causing widespread dam-
age to houses, roads, trees and
electricity infrastructure.

The cyclone disrupted pow-
er supply and transport ser-
vices, while authorities in
Odisha, Jharkhand and West
Bengal remained on alert for
heavy rainfall.

Wind speeds during landfall
reached 125-135 kmph, with
gusts of up to 150 kmph, as
per the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

CM announces %5 lakh
each to kind of deceased
Six people have died in cy-
clone-related incidents in
Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu
said. Their families will get
%5 lakh each. About 57,000
people have been moved to
relief camps, according to the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF).

wns of sugar mills
WHAT THE FARMERS WANT?

2 Core demands: They demand 5,500 per tonne for sugarcane and an increase
in sugar MSP, so that mills can afford to pay higher rates.

2 Appeal to Centre: Union Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
should step in and ensure sugar prices do not fall below ¥5,000 per quintal.

STATE GOVT AND MILL CONTEXT

9 State intervention: CM DK Shivakumar held talks with growers and fac-
tory owners and noted that the state previously intervened to provide an
additional 100 per tonne (shared 50-50 between state and mills) to
help net a price of ¥3,200-%3,300 per tonne.

2 Frozen MSP: State leaders acknowledge that the core issue stems from the
sugar MSP remaining frozen at Z31/kg, which limits the ability of mills to pay
higher prices without central policy changes.

2 Warning to mills: Farm leaders warned that sugar factories will be held
responsible for any confrontations if they attempt to move sugar stocks
out of their godowns at night during the lockdown.

should get the sugarcane pric-
es announced by them. “Joshi
cannot betray farmers and we
are hopeful that he will arrive
at a decision,” he said.

“We shall hold a meeting at
Gurlapur in the evening and

decide next course of protest.
Sugar factories will be re-
sponsible for the consequenc-
es if their attempt to move out
sugar from their godowns in
the night hours after we lock
them,” Pujeri said.
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Government assigns
ministers for
Rajyotsava hoisting

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment has officially as-
signed state ministers to
hoist the national flag
across various district
headquarters for the up-
coming Kannada Rajyot-
sava celebrations on No-
vember 1. Under the Chief
Minister’s directives, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara will lead
the ceremony in Tu-
makuru, while K.J. George
handles Chikkamagaluru,
and K.H. Muniyappa
takes Bengaluru Rural.
Other senior leaders, in-
cluding M.B. Patil and
Satish Jarkiholi, are des-
ignated for Vijayapura
and Belagavi. Officials
noted that if any minister
falls ill or cannot attend,
the local Deputy Com-
missioner will step in to
perform the official
flag-hoisting duties.

Bengaluru to host
district Kannada
literary meet

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The 17th Bengaluru City
District Kannada Literary
Conference is scheduled
for October 30 and 31.
Held under the theme of
Kannada preservation,
the grand two-day event
will take place at the
Kannada Sahitya Parish-
at premises and the Dr.
Ambarish Auditorium.
Senior journalist Shudra
Srinivas will preside over
the celebrations. Festivi-
ties begin with a vibrant
cultural procession from
Lalbagh West Gate, fol-
lowed by an inaugural
ceremony led by littera-
teur Baraguru Ram-
achandrappa. Attendees
will enjoy poetry ses-
sions, book dialogues,
and theater plays. Organ-
izers invite all citizens to
join and celebrate region-
al literature and heritage.

Woman fights back
against secret
recording

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A viral social media vid-
eo has sparked outrage
after a young woman
caught a man secretly
filming her on a Ben-
galuru Metro train. The
incident happened on
Tuesday evening on the
Whitefield route. When
the commuter confront-
ed the passenger and
demanded to check his
phone, a fierce argu-
ment broke out. The ac-
cused panicked, refused
to unlock his device,
grabbed it back near se-
curity, and fled. After the
clip spread widely on-
line, Bengaluru police
stepped in and regis-
tered an official FIR at
the Kadugodi station.
Authorities are actively
hunting down the ab-
sconding suspect.

‘31LAKH BOGUS CARDS
LEFT UNACCOUNTED’

Opposition Leader R. Ashoka alleged a 20 crore rupee scam in the
printing of ninety lakh voter ID cards, over 31 lakh of them in excess.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions escalated
sharply in Karnataka as Lead-
er of the Opposition R. Asho-
ka leveled explosive allega-
tions of a 20 crore rupee fi-
nancial and electoral scam.
Addressing an emergency
press conference, Ashoka ac-
cused the ruling Congress ad-
ministration and the State
Election Commission of or-
chestrating a fraudulent print-
ing operation involving nine
million voter identification
cards in explicit defiance of
statutory financial regulations
and administrative protocols.

Releasing detailed docu-
mentation to the press, Asho-
ka claimed that the State Elec-
tion Commission undertook
the massive printing of ninety
lakh Secure Voter Identifica-
tion Cards (SVIC) despite full
prior knowledge that a com-
prehensive Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the elector-
al rolls was scheduled to take
place. According to the oppo-
sition leader, standard legal
procedures mandate house-to-
house field verification, direct
citizen interaction, and fresh
photograph collection before
issuing identification cards.
However, the Commission

R

R.‘Ashoka with the documents he

‘ Printing 90 lakh
voter cards for a city
with 59 lakh registered
electors knowing an
intensive revision was
underway is a blatant
wastage of public funds.”

—R. Ashoka,
Leader of Opposition

bypassed all field visits, rely-
ing entirely on legacy voter
databases from prior Lok
Sabha polls.

Highlighting critical time-
line contradictions, Ashoka
noted that the Election Com-
mission of India had officially
mandated a Special Intensive
Revision to commence on
May 14, 2026. Yet, the State
Election Commission pro-

released on the voter ID card printing.

ceeded to invite tenders for
printing the cards just one day
later on May 15, formally
awarding the work order on
May 29 even after submitting
an affidavit to the Supreme
Court confirming that local
body elections would only
occur after the SIR process
concluded. With the final re-
vised electoral roll registering
59,09,775 verified voters in
Bengaluru, Ashoka ques-
tioned the rationale behind
printing ninety lakh cards,
resulting in a surplus of over
31 lakh unaccounted-for iden-
tification documents.
Condemning the expendi-
ture as a complete wastage of
public exchequer funds, Asho-
ka demanded an immediate,
independent Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) probe

Key highlights

Bengaluru’s final voter count is
about 5.9 million, but 9 million
cards were printed, leaving 3.1
million unaccounted for

Timeline violations

The tender was reportedly called
and awarded in late May 2026, as
the ECI mandated the SIR, violating
Finance Department norms and
Supreme Court affidavits

Call for CBI probe

Accusing the Congress government
of complicity, Ashoka demanded a
CBI probe into the financial outlay

and distribution standstill

into the affair. Directing sharp
political criticism at national
Congress leadership, he chal-
lenged figures who frequently
allege electoral manipulation
to investigate the creation of
31 lakh excess cards in Ben-
galuru, questioning where the
surplus documents are cur-
rently stored and how the fi-
nancial outlay of twenty crore
rupees was justified. The op-
position has insisted that the
state government provide a
transparent accounting of the
tender process and fix imme-
diate accountability for the
alleged administrative mal-
practice.

HC issues notice over
2% cinema cess

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has formally issued notices to
the State Government and the
Labour Department in re-
sponse to a batch of petitions
challenging the legal validity
of a newly enforced two per-
cent welfare cess on cinema
ticket prices across theatres
and multiplexes in the state.

A judicial bench presided
over by Justice H.T. Narendra
Prasad initiated proceedings
after hearing comprehensive
arguments presented by legal
counsels representing major
broadcasting and entertain-
ment organizations. The peti-
tioners challenging the levy
include prominent industry
bodies and media networks
such as the Indian Broadcast-
ing and Digital Foundation,
JioStar India Private Limited,
Zee Entertainment Enterprises
Limited, and Zee Kannada.
Following the preliminary
hearing, the High Court di-
rected state authorities and the
Labour Department to file
formal objections and provide
detailed justifications regard-
ing the constitutionality of the
tax.

The legal challenge centers
around the 2026 amendments
introduced via Karnataka Act
No. 13, which modified the
‘Karnataka Cine and Cultural
Workers Welfare Act, 2024°.
Pursuant to these legislative
changes, the Labour Depart-
ment issued an official notifi-

The Karnataka High
Court issued notices to
the state government

over petitions
challenging the
legality of a new two
percent welfare cess on
movie tickets.

cation on September 10, 2026,
enforcing a mandatory two
percent cess on movie ticket
sales. The state government
intended the revenue generat-
ed from this levy to finance
social security and welfare
schemes dedicated to support-
ing local cinema artists and
cultural workers.

However, the petitioning
broadcasting networks and
multiplex stakeholders have
argued that the statutory
amendments, alongside Rules
2(1)(c), 8(2), 10, and 11 of
the ‘Karnataka Cinema and
Cultural Workers Social Se-
curity and Welfare Rules,
2025’, are unconstitutional,
arbitrary, and legally unsus-
tainable. The legal challenge
seeks an outright judicial an-
nulment of the parent Act, the
supplementary rules, and the
September notification, while
requesting the court to quash
all executive actions taken
pursuant to the disputed levy.
The High Court has granted
respondents time to compile
their defense as the litigation
proceeds.

Complaint filed over
alleged cash deal

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Financial and legal scrutiny
surrounding incarcerated Kan-
nada actor Darshan’s inner
circle escalated dramatically,
as formal criminal complaints
were lodged before the En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
and the Income Tax (IT) De-
partment. The petition de-
mands a sweeping investiga-
tion into an alleged under-
ground cash transaction
amounting to 10 crore rupees
involving Vijayalakshmi Dar-
shan, wife of the actor, and
Sandalwood actor Dhanveer
Gowda.

The formal complaint, sub-
mitted by Advocate Prashanth
Methal, highlights severe stat-
utory breaches regarding
massive cash transfers that
reportedly surfaced amid es-
calating public and private
disputes between Vijayal-

10cr

akshmi and Dhanveer. Ac-
cording to preliminary details
outlined in the regulatory
petition, the massive corpus
was allegedly mobilized to
fund extensive legal defense
proceedings, high-profile se-
nior advocate retainers, and
court expenses tied to Dar-
shan’s ongoing judicial cus-
tody battles. Internal frictions
reportedly erupted after Vi-
jayalakshmi entrusted the
substantial sum to Dhanveer
to manage localized legal dis-
bursements, only for commu-
nication breakdowns and fi-
nancial discrepancies to trig-
ger an acrimonious fallout.
Matters intensified further
following assertions by asso-
ciates that instructions issued

moved in cash, the complaint
alleges; the law bars cash
transactions above Rs 2 lakh

during prison visitation inter-
actions to return the unspent
reserve back to Vijayalakshmi
were allegedly met with resis-
tance, fueling public confron-
tations on the street and
leaked audio controversies.

The legal basis of the com-
plaint emphasizes strict viola-
tions of Indian financial regu-
lations, which explicitly pro-
hibit cash transactions ex-
ceeding two lakh rupees to
prevent illicit wealth conceal-
ment and money laundering.
Pointing out the stark discrep-
ancy of moving 10 crore ru-
pees in liquid cash, the peti-
tioner argued that such an
unrecorded financial volume
constitutes a serious econom-
ic offense.

BMRCL to refurbish older Metro trains

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In response to an increasing
frequency of technical glitches
and mid-track breakdowns dis-
rupting daily commuter transit,
the Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL)
has announced a comprehen-
sive modernization and servic-
ing plan for its aging rolling
stock. The intervention targets
57 legacy trains operating
across the high-density Purple
and Green Lines, each of
which has surpassed the mile-
stone of one million kilome-

ters of operational running.
Ever since Namma Metro
first inaugurated commercial
operations in 2011 with a
modest fleet of five trains ply-
ing the MG Road to Byap-
panahalli section, the network
has expanded significantly.
However, prolonged exposure
to heavy passenger loads and
years of continuous operation
have resulted in technical fail-
ures, causing occasional line
delays and commuter incon-
venience. To restore absolute
operational reliability, BMR-
CL has formulated a rigorous

overhaul schedule to inspect,
repair, and replace critical
train components.

Rather than procuring en-
tirely new rolling stock with
each fresh metro rake costing
approximately 50 crore ru-
pees the corporation has opted
for a cost-effective refurbish-
ment model. Complete tech-
nical overhauls and compo-
nent replacements for an older
train are estimated to cost
around 15 crore rupees, al-
lowing BMRCL to achieve
substantial savings of roughly
35 crore rupees per train.

Aims to produce 500
auditors: Minister Savadi

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major push to strengthen
financial governance and ad-
ministrative transparency
within the state’s grassroots
economic framework, the
Karnataka State Cooperative
Federation, in collaboration
with the State Cooperative
Department, has officially an-
nounced the launch of a new
professional program titled
the ‘Diploma in Co-operative
Audit’ (DCA).

Cooperation Minister Lax-
man Savadi and Karnataka
State Cooperative Federation
President G.T. Devegowda
jointly unveiled the initiative
during a comprehensive press
conference in Bengaluru. De-
signed as an intensive six-
month certification curricu-
lum, the program aims to
bridge a critical shortage of
skilled, professional human
resources across cooperative
institutions while creating lu-
crative employment pathways
for young graduates across
Karnataka.

The specialized training
program combines rigorous
classroom instruction with
practical applications, cover-
ing essential subjects such as
the Cooperative Act and gov-
erning rules, advanced ac-
counting and financial man-
agement, cooperative auditing
methodologies, the broader
cooperative economic ecosys-
tem, and modern digital ac-
counting platforms like Tally.
Moving beyond traditional
theoretical teaching, the cur-
riculum incorporates interac-
tive case studies, field studies,
and hands-on auditing experi-
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Cooperation Minister Laxman Savadi at the press conference in Bengaluru.

ences. Qualified graduates
who successfully complete
the course will receive official
certification from the Depart-
ment of Cooperation, with
audit reports prepared by cer-
tified trainees subject to for-
mal validation by departmen-
tal officials.

Eligibility criteria for the
program require applicants to
hold a Bachelor of Commerce
(B. Com) or Bachelor of
Business Management (BBM)
degree from a recognized uni-
versity, or an equivalent grad-
uate qualification that includ-
ed Accountancy as a core
subject.

Demonstrating a strong
commitment to inclusive edu-
cational opportunities, the ad-
mission fee is set at ten thou-
sand rupees for general cate-
gory candidates, whereas eli-
gible students belonging to
Below Poverty Line (BPL)
families, Scheduled Castes
(SC), and Scheduled Tribes
(ST) enjoy complete fee ex-
emptions.

Outlining the broader ad-
ministrative vision, Minister
Laxman Savadi stated that the
primary objective of the di-
ploma course is to fortify the

Diplomain
Co-operative Audit

COURSE Six months,
certified by the
Department of
Cooperation

B.Com,BBMora
degree with
Accountancy

Rs10,000; free for
BPL,SCand ST
students

From October 30,
for15 days, at dca.
kscflin

8 regional
cooperative training
centres

legal formation, financial ad-
ministration, and auditing in-
tegrity of cooperative societ-
ies while preventing opera-
tional lapses. The state has
established an ambitious an-
nual target to produce 500
certified cooperative auditors.
The training will be conduct-
ed simultaneously across
eight major regional coopera-
tive training centers situated
in Bengaluru, Dharwad, My-
suru, Madikeri, Kalaburagi,
Mangaluru, Shivamogga, and
Belagavi.

Nikhil Kumaraswamy celebrates major electoral milestone

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a stunning electoral sweep
that has sent shockwaves
through the state’s political
landscape, the BJP-JD(S) Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) has secured a resound-
ing victory in all four Karna-
taka Legislative Council con-
stituencies, completely shut-
ting out the ruling Congress
party.

The high-stakes biennial
elections encompassed two
Teachers’ constituencies and
two Graduates’ constituencies,
drawing 43 candidates and
witnessing massive participa-
tion from educated voters
across the state. The definitive

Celebrations after the NDA’s sweep of the four Council seats.

results underscore a major po-
litical setback for the Con-

gress administration, which
had aggressively campaigned

across all four seats, while ce-
menting the growing electoral
synergy of the opposition alli-
ance.

In the closely watched Ban-
galore Teachers’ constituency,
incumbent Legislative Coun-
cil Deputy Chairman and vet-
eran Congress candidate Put-
tanna suffered a dramatic de-
feat after a historic five-term
winning streak. JD(S) legal
wing state president and for-
mer Bangalore Advocates’
Association chief A.P. Ranga-
nath, contesting as the unified
NDA candidate with full BJP
backing, clinched victory by
polling 10,810 preference
votes against Puttanna’s
9,902.

The four NDA winners
votes polled

K.M. Suresh, South-East Graduates

66,020

V. Sankanur, West Graduates
25,338

hashil Namoshi, North-East Teachers
15,596

.P. Ranganath, Bangalore Teachers
10,810

Figures as reported

Across the remaining three
legislative zones, alliance
candidates dominated the tal-
lies. In the North-East Teach-
ers’ constituency, senior BJP
leader Shashil Namoshi suc-
cessfully defended his seat by

defeating Congress rival Sha-
ranappa Mattur by a comfort-
able margin, polling 15,596
votes against Mattur’s 12,299.
Similarly, in the West Gradu-
ates’ constituency, BJP’s Prof.
S.V. Sankanur secured 25,338
votes to comfortably best
Congress candidate Mohan
Limbikai, who managed
18,600 votes.

The fierce electoral contest
in the South-East Graduates’
constituency witnessed a
high-volume turnout, culmi-
nating in a debut victory for
BJP candidate K.M. Suresh.
Suresh routed his Congress
opponent, Shashi Hulakun-
temath, by securing 66,020
votes compared to 42,922.

Out of 3.43 lakh eligible elec-
tors across the four zones,
over 2.01 lakh votes were
cast.

Reacting to the clean
sweep, prominent leaders
from both the BJP and JD(S)
hailed the outcome as a mon-
umental endorsement of the
opposition alliance’s grass-
roots strength, projecting the
results as a bellwether indica-
tor for the upcoming 2028
Karnataka Legislative Assem-
bly elections. Conversely, rul-
ing party circles have ac-
knowledged the unexpected
rout, prompting intense inter-
nal discussions and calls for
immediate political introspec-
tion.
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Manorayanapalya residents face mount-
ing safety hazards as slow municipal work
disrupts essential utilities and leaves major
roadways dangerously unlit and unmarked.
From dry taps and power outages along
13th Cross to loose patchwork near the
Axis Bank ATM and an unbarricaded ditch
on the Vinayaka Layout main road, com-
muters navigate daily perils, raising urgent
fears of nighttime accidents. )

SO +9180730 57594

Incomplete work near the Axis Bank ATM in Manorayanapalya leaves
passers-by worried about accidents in the dark or on the loose patchwork.

13th Cross, Manorayanapalya: no Cauvery water or power for the
past few days because of slow work, leaving residents worried.

Vinayaka layout, manorapalya main road. Road is dug up, but
there is no inducation anywhere that the road is dug and com-
muters are very close to the huge ditch on the main road.

GBA to launch ‘Ward One’
campaign on November 1

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) is rolling out
a month-long civic initiative
named the “Ward One’ cam-
paign across five city corpo-
rations starting November 1.
Driven by Bengaluru Devel-
opment Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, the project
aims to fix pressing neigh-
bourhood issues and upgrade
local infrastructure.

During a high-level re-
view meeting, the Minister
stressed that recent seasonal

each, in the month-long Ward

5 city corporations, one ward
One drive from November1

rains have caused road dam-
age, requiring immediate
attention. The multi-agency
drive will select one specific
ward from each administra-
tive division. Inter-depart-
mental teams will then col-
laborate directly on the
ground to tackle local chal-
lenges before November
ends.

The campaign focuses
heavily on essential munici-
pal repairs. Crews will fill
dangerous potholes, fix bro-
ken road junctions, clear ac-
cumulated debris, and thor-

oughly clean public spaces.
Teams will also repair
cracked footpaths, adjust
loose manhole covers, re-
store non-functional street-
lights, and trim hazardous
tree branches to improve
pedestrian and vehicular
safety.

Beyond general sanitation,
the initiative addresses coor-
dination hurdles among util-
ity providers. Officials will
work on realigning power
poles, stopping pipe leaks,
and repairing damaged wa-
ter lines. By streamlining
these efforts, the city hopes
to ease chronic traffic bot-
tlenecks and improve daily
commutes for residents.

To ensure accountability,
local teams consisting of en-
gineers, health inspectors,
and marshals will use struc-
tured checklists to survey
neighbourhoods. Problems
will be mapped directly to
responsible departments,
creating a clear action plan.
Senior leaders, including
corporation commissioners
and chief engineers, attend-
ed the planning session to
oversee the rollout.

Ultimately, this campaign
moves beyond simple clean-

Central City Commissioner
inspects Halasuru works

Bengaluru Central Commissioner Jagadish G
inspected Halasuru road projects, warning engineers
against poor quality and drainage issues.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

City leaders are stepping up
efforts to fix local infrastruc-
ture problems across neigh-
borhoods. Bengaluru Central
City Corporation Commis-
sioner Jagadish G visited
M.V. Garden in Halasuru re-
cently to check ongoing road
asphalting projects. During
his visit, he told local engi-
neers that top quality must be
maintained at all times. He
explained that poorly paved
streets cause major issues for
local residents and drivers.
The Commissioner pointed
out a common problem during
heavy rains. Water often pools
on newly paved streets in-
stead of draining away prop-
erly. To fix this, he ordered
officials to make sure rainwa-
ter flows smoothly directly

Top-quality asphalting,no
potholes left unfilled

Rainwater to flow into
stormwater drains

into stormwater drains. Stag-
nant water damages the pave-
ment quickly and creates haz-
ards for everyone traveling
through the area.

Officials who fail to do
their jobs correctly will face
serious trouble. The Commis-
sioner issued a strong warning
that strict disciplinary actions
await any engineers who han-
dle road asphalting poorly or
leave potholes unfilled. The
message is clear: sloppy work
will not be tolerated by city
administration anymore.

Aside from roads, the Com-
missioner inspected other
public facilities built using
taxpayer money. He visited a
newly constructed community
hall in the same neighbor-
hood. He told staff to keep the
building clean, well-main-
tained, and fully open for

©

public events. Furthermore,
he asked his team to submit a
formal plan to turn the com-
munity hall into a steady
source of income for the City
Corporation.

Next, he checked a newly
built purified drinking water
unit nearby. He told officials
to open it for public use im-
mediately and maintain it reg-
ularly so residents have clean
drinking water close to home.

Several top municipal lead-
ers accompanied the Com-
missioner during his surprise
inspection. Additional Com-
missioner for Development
Venkatachalapathi R, Chief
Engineer Vijay Kumar Hari-
das, Superintendent Engineer
Chandrashekar, Executive
Engineer Javed, and various
assistant engineers joined the

tour.

Community hall kept clean | Drinking water unit opened
and open, with a plan to
earnincome

to the public

BNCC shuts 8 illegal
commercial outlets

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Local municipal authorities
are taking strong measures to
protect residential zones from
commercial encroachment.
Under the direct supervision
of Bengaluru North City Cor-
poration Commissioner
Pommala Sunil Kumar, Health
Department teams launched a
major enforcement drive in
the SFS 208 residential layout

Bengaluru North City
Corporation closed
eight unauthorized

commercial
establishmentsin
Yelahanka’s SFS layout,
enforcing Supreme
Court guidelines
against residential zone
commercialization.

of Yelahanka. This decisive
operation targeted businesses
operating illegally in designat-
ed housing areas, responding
directly to numerous com-
plaints filed by frustrated res-
idents and enforcing key judi-
cial guidelines.

City officials acted in strict
alignment with directives is-
sued by the Supreme Court.
These laws prohibit commer-
cial operations within quiet
residential neighborhoods to
preserve community peace,
prevent severe traffic conges-
tion, and protect local infra-
structure. Unchecked com-
mercialization often burdens
residential streets with exces-
sive vehicle parking, loud
noise, and improper waste
disposal, deeply disrupting
daily life for families living
nearby.

During the targeted inspec-
tion, municipal teams success-
fully closed down eight unau-
thorized establishments that
lacked proper licensing and
approvals. The shut-down list

includes popular eateries, au-
tomotive service hubs, and
retail spots: Big Daddy’s BBQ
Shawarma, Jain Thatte Idly,
Natty Style Biryani Mane, RS
Motors, Dense Smoke, Holige
Mane, Healthy Eyes, and
Namma Biryani. Each of these
businesses had been function-
ing without authorization from
competent municipal authori-
ties, creating significant dis-
turbances for the local com-
munity.

The municipal administra-
tion has issued a firm warning
to all property owners and
business operators across the
city. Individuals running un-
authorized commercial ven-
tures in residential zones, or
those constructing buildings
unlawfully for commercial
purposes, must immediately

The eight shut

— Big Daddy’s BBQ Shawarma
— Jain Thatte Idly

— Natty Style Biryani Mane

— RS Motors

— Dense Smoke

— Holige Mane
— Healthy Eyes

— Namma Biryani

cease their illegal activities
and comply strictly with ur-
ban planning laws.

Commissioner Pommala
Sunil Kumar made it crystal
clear that the civic body will
not tolerate such violations.
He emphasized that authori-
ties will initiate rigorous legal
action under the provisions of
the GBA Act, 2024, wherever
similar infractions are discov-
ered. The Corporation remains
fully committed to maintain-
ing orderly urban develop-
ment, ensuring public safety,
and protecting the peaceful
environment of residential
neighborhoods across the en-
tire city.

South CCMS control room ready in 15 days

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru South City Corpo-
ration is upgrading its urban
infrastructure with a new
smart streetlight control room.
Officials recently inspected
the advanced facility located
near the RV Metro Station.
This command center will
manage and monitor thou-
sands of modern LED street-
lights across the city.
Additional Commissioner
Dr. Naveen Kumar Raju vis-
ited the site to check the prog-
ress. He instructed engineers
and project teams to finish all

pending technical work with-
in 15 days. Once fully ready,
the facility will officially
open to serve local residents.

This corporation is a pio-
neer in the Greater Bengaluru

ing drives.

East Commissioner inspects
K.R. Puram works

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

City leaders are stepping up
efforts to reshape urban living
standards across local neigh-
borhoods. Commissioner
D.S. Ramesh walked through
the busy stretch connecting
Benniganahalli to the K.R. Pu-
ram Metro Station, pushing
teams to fast-track crucial in-
frastructure upgrades. The vis-
it highlighted a strong push to
transform ordinary neighbor-
hoods into clean, organized
model wards under the ongo-
ing civic improvement drive.
During the tour, local au-
thorities reviewed ongoing
road repairs, footpath con-
struction, and vital drainage
maintenance. Officials re-
ceived clear instructions to
speed up all pending tasks, fill
stubborn potholes, and remove
accumulated construction rub-
ble lining the streets. To en-
sure accountability, the Com-
missioner announced a fol-
low-up inspection scheduled
for Saturday to verify that
identified neighborhood issues
have been fully resolved.
Pedestrlan safety was a

A follow-up inspection
is scheduled for
Saturday to verify that
the issues have been
fully resolved

major focus point during the
inspection. Workers were told
to finish walkway and service
road projects quickly without
blocking moving traffic. Teams
must also double-check bound-
ary markings and stick closely
to strict project deadlines.

To tackle persistent hygiene
challenges, authorities will
target waste dumping hotspots
and clear piled-up silt from
roadsides. Dedicated marshals
will monitor public spaces
constantly, issuing strict pen-
alties to anyone caught litter-
ing. Monsoon preparations
are also underway, with crews
clearing blocked drains and
repairing broken culverts to
prevent street flooding during
heavy rains. Traffic flow re-
mains a top priority. City offi-
cials plan to fix potholes, es-
tablish smooth free-left turns,
and crack down on illegal
roads1de parklng

Authority region. It is the first
to adopt a Centralized Control
and Monitoring System for
street illumination. Even be-
fore the control room is fully
operational, this smart

technology has already creat-
ed positive results. Public
complaints about broken
streetlights on the
Sahaaya App have dropped by
40 percent.

The advanced system con-
nects every light using modern
GPS and GSM technology. It
automatically turns lights on
and off based on exact sunrise
and sunset times. Smart me-
ters measure electricity use
and voltage levels in real-time.
If a fuse blows or a power line
fails, the system instantly
sends an alert to the control
room. This quick notification

helps workers fix problems
faster and stops electricity
waste. The corporation area
currently houses a massive
network of bright illumina-
tion. Workers have recently
installed 75,617 new LED
lights. Combined with 49,219
older units, the region now
features 1,24,836 total LEDs
managed by 5,123 smart con-
trol units. Officials noted that
this current project covers spe-
cific corporation zones. Newly
handed-over Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority layouts and
the Kasavanahalli area are not
part of this phase.

STRAY DOG GENTRE

BNCC inspects ABC centre,
animal crematorlum site

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Bengaluru North City Corpo-
ration is stepping up its ani-
mal welfare efforts. Senior
civic officials recently in-
spected local animal care fa-
cilities and reviewed plans for
a new, eco-friendly cremato-
rium.

Pallavi, Additional Com-
missioner and Joint Commis-
sioner, visited the Dog Shelter
and Animal Birth Control
(ABC) Centre located in Medi
Agrahara. Acting on instruc-
tions from Corporation Com-
missioner Pommala Sunil
Kumar, she thoroughly
checked the daily operations.
Her inspection covered the
quality and distribution of
food, kennel sanitation, med-
ical treatment areas, and over-
all cleanliness.

During her rounds, Pallavi
spoke directly with veterinary

At the ABC centre
WHERE

Medi Agrahara
CHECKED

Food, kennels,
treatment areas

NEXT
An animal crematorium
INSPECTED BY

Additional
Commissioner Pallavi
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staff about the stray dog ster-
ilisation process and post-op-
erative recovery care. She
praised the team for maintain-
ing high standards of hygiene
and providing proper atten-
tion to the animals housed at
the shelter.

Following the facility tour,
the Additional Commissioner
inspected a designated plot of
land earmarked for a modern
animal crematorium. This pro-
posed facility aims to provide
a scientific, clean, and envi-
ronmentally safe method for
handling deceased animals
across the corporation’s lim-
its. She held detailed discus-
sions with engineers and vet-
erinary experts regarding
technical requirements, spatial
layouts, and infrastructure
needed to bring the project to
life.

Corporation officials high-
lighted their ongoing commit-
ment to public health and
humane animal management.
Key initiatives include sys-
tematic stray population

control, rabies prevention,
rescue operations, and dedi-
cated medical care.

Several key officials ac-
companied Pallavi during the
visit. Dr. H.K. Gangadharaiah,
Chief Veterinary Officer and
Head of the Veterinary De-
partment, led the briefings
alongside Veterinary Officers
Dr. R. Manohar and Dr. Sunil
Kumar Havanur. Executive
Engineer Sudhakar Reddy
also joined the site inspection
to evaluate the engineering
feasibility of the upcoming
crematorium project.

This new infrastructure ad-
dition highlights the city’s
proactive approach to manag-
ing animal welfare compre-
hensively, from rescue and
sterilisation to dignified final
disposition. The corporation
continues to work closely with
veterinary teams to ensure
these community services run
smoothly and efficiently for
the benefit of both residents
and stray animals throughout
the municipal area.
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Karnataka weather
brings chilly spells,
dryness

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Dry weather is set to per-
sist across most of Kar-
nataka over the next two
days, though light show-
ers may hit isolated areas.
The Meteorological De-
partment forecasts brief
rainfall and brisk winds
reaching 40 km per hour
in parts of Uttara Kanna-
da, Belagavi, Ballari, and
Vijayanagara. Meanwhile,
temperatures across the
state varied sharply. Kala-
buragi recorded a high of
35 degrees Celsius, while
Davanagere experienced
a chilly low of 13.3 de-
grees Celsius. Officials ex-
pect stable, cool atmos-
pheric conditions to con-
tinue across coastal and
interior districts.

Nikhil mocks
Congress over
ballot defeat

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

JD(S) Youth Wing
President Nikhil
Kumaraswamy sarcasti-
cally mocked Rahul
Gandhi after the NDA
won the Bengaluru
Teachers constituency
election. Nikhil pointed
out that since the voting
used paper ballots and
the ruling Congress con-
trols state machinery,
they cannot blame elec-
tronic voting machines
this time. In a sharp social
media post, Nikhil asked
what excuse Congress
will use now for the heavy
defeat, jokingly wondering
if they will claim paper
theft. NDA candidate A.P.
Ranganath secured the
victory, dealing a notable
blow to the ruling party’s
influence among edu-
cated voters.

UNESCO team
praises Hampi
conservation work

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A visiting team of UNES-
CO experts has highly
praised the conservation
of monuments and de-
partment coordination at
the Hampi World Heritage
Site. Following field in-
spections, the experts
shared their preliminary
findings with senior state
officials in Bengaluru.
They emphasized local
community involvement
and administrative conti-
nuity. Furthermore, ex-
perts recommended mak-
ing Heritage Impact As-
sessments mandatory for
future development pro-
jects while balancing tour-
ism with local daily lives.
The final official mission
report is expected to be
released by mid-Decem-
ber, guiding future preser-
vation strategies.

- e

Chaluvarayaswamy: HDK
handed over Prajwal CD

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Chalu-
varayaswamy has raised fresh
political eyebrows by claim-
ing that Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy was the per-
son who handed over the con-
troversial compact disc (CD)
linked to former Member of
Parliament Prajwal Revanna.
Speaking to reporters in
Bengaluru, the minister point-
ed out that these specific de-
tails came directly from
Rakesh Shetty himself. Ac-
cording to Chaluvarayas-
wamy, Shetty openly stated
that Kumaraswamy not only
supplied the material but also
explicitly instructed that it be
made public. Following these
statements, the Congress lead-
er strongly demanded a direct
public clarification from the
Union Minister regarding his
alleged role in the episode.
The controversy has added
another layer of complexity to
ongoing political clashes in
the state. Chaluvarayaswamy
further alleged that the entire
sting operation was funda-
mentally a private and person-
al matter revolving strictly
around Rakesh Shetty and

Kumaraswamy. He sought to
distance state governance is-
sues from the affair, asserting
firmly that the explosive epi-
sode had no bearing or impact
whatsoever on the outcome of
the recent Legislative Council
elections.

Political analysts note that
this latest exchange signals an
intensification of hostilities
between rival factions in Kar-
nataka. As accusations fly
back and forth regarding be-
hind-the-scenes maneuvers
and confidential material
leaks, leaders from various
parties continue to trade barbs
over media disclosures and
strategic timing.

The ruling party ministers
are pressing for answers,
maintaining that transparency
is essential to clear the air.
Meanwhile, the opposition
camps have dismissed the al-
legations as politically moti-
vated distractions aimed at
shifting public attention away
from governance. As the
back-and-forth statements un-
fold, public interest remains
high on how the accused lead-
ers will respond to these di-
rect challenges in the coming
days.

Alliance boosted BJP-JD(S)
strength, says Minister Jarkiholi

Minister Satish Jarkiholi dismissed the council election defeat,
stating the results do not reflect policy setbacks.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Seeking to contain political
fallout following the sweep-
ing defeat of the ruling Con-
gress party in the biennial
Karnataka Legislative Coun-
cil elections, Public Works
Department Minister Satish
Jarkiholi asserted that the
election outcomes do not re-
flect a policy setback for the
state administration.

Addressing the media re-
garding the results where the
BJP-JD(S) National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) cap-
tured all four Graduates’ and
Teachers’ constituencies,
Jarkiholi clarified that the rul-
ing party did not surrender
seats previously held under its
own banner. He noted that out
of the four contested seats,
only one was historically de-
fended by the Congress camp,
while the remaining three
were already held by opposi-
tion forces who successfully
retained them.

The senior minister empha-
sized that the unified electoral
performance demonstrated a
consolidation of collective
strength between the Bharati-
ya Janata Party and the Janata
Dal (Secular), rather than any
administrative failure or ero-
sion of leadership confidence
under Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar. Pointing to his-
torical voting patterns, Jarki-
holi recalled that the Congress
party had experienced similar

Minister Jarkiholi’s statement

No Incumbency Loss

Jarkiholi emphasized that historical voting patterns in these specific
graduate and teacher segments have frequently favored the opposition,
citing past defeats during the tenures of former Chief Ministers S.M.

Krishna and Siddaramaiah.

Alliance Factor

He acknowledged that the formal coalition between the BJP and JD(S) has
successfully bolstered their collective electoral strength across the state.

Assembly Poll Benchmark

Dismissing claims that the results foreshadow the 2028 Legislative
Assembly elections, he maintained that MLC constituency dynamics differ
fundamentally from general legislative polls.

electoral reverses in these
specific professional constit-
uencies during previous ad-
ministrations, including the
tenures of former Chief Min-

‘ The BJP-JD(S)

alliance has
successfully bolstered its
collective strength, but
these council poll results
are not a benchmark for
the 2028 Assembly
elections.”

- Satish Jarkiholi PWD
Minister

isters Siddaramaiah and S.M.
Krishna.

Dismissing opposition nar-
ratives that attempt to frame
the outcome as a referendum
on the current state govern-
ment, Jarkiholi maintained
that graduate and teacher
constituency electorates op-
erate on distinct consider-
ations and that these results
should not serve as a bench-
mark or predictor for the up-
coming 2028 Karnataka Leg-
islative Assembly elections.
While acknowledging the
opposition’s tactical advan-
tage through their coalition
arrangement, ruling party
leaders indicated that internal
reviews would focus on
strengthening grassroots out-
reach among professional
bodies without altering
broader legislative priorities
moving forward.

Health dept brings d1a1y51s to patlents doors

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Health Depart-
ment has introduced a major
welfare initiative aimed at
transforming medical care for
kidney patients across the
state. In a progressive move,
the state government has fi-
nalized a comprehensive plan
to deliver high-quality dialy-
sis services directly to the
doorsteps of individuals suf-
fering from chronic kidney
diseases. Strict instructions
have already been issued to
the concerned authorities to
manage and implement this
doorstep medical program ef-
ficiently. Officials noted that
expanding healthcare accessi-
bility and offering robust sup-
port to vulnerable patients
remain top priorities for the
administration, ensuring that
individuals in remote areas no
longer face severe logistical
hurdles just to receive essen-
tial, life-saving treatments.

750 new ambulances

In addition to doorstep
healthcare, the Health Depart-
ment is gearing up to launch

-

a fleet of 750 new, advanced
ambulances to drastically im-
prove emergency response

‘ By upgrading

existing hospital
infrastructure, launching
doorstep dialysis, and
enforcing a 20-minute
rural ambulance target,
the state s prioritizing
accessible patient care.”

— U.T. Khader, Health Minister

times. State Health Minister
U.T. Khader shared details
regarding this massive roll-
out, explaining that the pri-
mary objective is to ensure an

/ /i

emergency ambulance suc-
cessfully reaches rural and
underserved areas within a
strict window of just twenty
minutes. To enforce account-
ability, the minister warned
that any failure to meet this
crucial response target will
result in a penalty of Rs
3,000. Furthermore, the gov-
ernment is actively establish-
ing five intensive care unit
beds in every single taluk
hospital. Minister Khader em-
phasized that the state’s stra-
tegic focus is heavily cen-
tered on upgrading and en-
hancing the quality of treat-
ment within existing medical
infrastructure, rather than

© o0 0 06

20 min

rural response target

750

new ambulances

LPG BOOKING UPDATES

Rs 3,000

penalty for a missed target

ICU beds in every taluk
hospital

LPG rule changes take effect November 1

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Households across the coun-
try need to get ready for ma-
jor updates regarding cooking
gas cylinders starting next
month. The government and
oil companies are bringing in
stricter guidelines that will di-
rectly affect how families
book and receive their month-
ly gas supplies. If you use do-
mestic gas connections from
major providers like Indane,
HP Gas, or Bharatgas, paying
close attention to these upcom-
ing changes is extremely im-
portant to avoid any sudden
disruptions in your kitchen.
One of the biggest updates
involves biometric verifica-
tion. Completing the mandato-
ry e-KYC process is now es-
sential for every consumer
who wants to keep receiving
their cooking gas cylinders
smoothly. Officials state that
linking your identification de-
tails to your active gas connec-

tion is necessary to stop illegal
usage and prevent bogus book-
ings. Families who skip this
vital verification step risk los-
ing their regular government
subsidies on household refills,
meaning they might have to
pay full market prices until the
paperwork is fully sorted out.

Along with verification up-
dates, authorities are enforcing
a strict time gap between two
consecutive cylinder refills.
Households must now maintain

d LPG RULE CHANGES

MANDATORY BIOMETRIC E-KYC
To receive regulated retail prices and direct benefit transfers (DBT)
for domestic cylinders, consumers must complete Biometric Aadhaar
Authentication (BAA) to prevent ineligible or duplicate connections.

DELIVERY VERIFICATION (DAC/OTP)

Home deliveries require explicit confirmation via a Delivery
Authentication Code (OTP) sent to the registered mobile number
before the cylinder is handed over.

REFILL INTERVALS AND PRICING

Stricter tracking applies to booking gaps between consecutive refills,
while commercial and domestic pricing structures continue to reflect
monthly market adjustments by oil marketing companies.

proper window of 25 days be-
tween booking one refill and
placing an order for the next
one. Furthermore, delivery
safety is getting an upgrade
with mandatory one-time pass-
word checks. When the deliv-
ery person arrives at your door-
step, you will need to share the
secure code sent to your regis-
tered mobile phone before they
hand over the cylinder.
Meanwhile, gas cylinder
distributors have expressed

heavy frustration over rising
operational costs and increased
workloads, though major
unions have opted for direct
talks instead of immediate
strikes. At the same time, ur-
ban authorities are pushing
more households to transition
smoothly toward piped natural
gas networks. Citizens are
strongly advised to complete
their pending verifications ear-
ly to ensure hassle-free deliv-
eries all month long.

[

simply building a greater
number of new hospitals.
Addressing broader public
health concerns during his in-
teraction, Minister Khader
announced that a dedicated
Women’s Health Policy will
also be officially implemented
in the near future, underlining
the critical importance of
women’s wellness. He ac-
knowledged the media’s pos-
itive role in helping make es-
sential cancer medications
more affordable for citizens.
However, he raised critical
questions regarding the cen-
tral authorities, asking why
the Union Government often
lacks proactive concern for
public health and questioning
why the Supreme Court fre-
quently has to step in to ad-
dress these issues. He strong-
ly urged the Union Health
Ministry to take immediate,
concrete measures to curb
skyrocketing medicine prices.

EC removes 716 foreign
nationals from rolls

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

In a major enforcement action
highlighting the rigor of ongo-
ing electoral database scrub-
bing, the Election Commis-
sion of India has successfully
removed the names of 716
foreign nationals who were
improperly registered on Kar-
nataka’s electoral rolls. The
ineligible entries were uncov-
ered following exhaustive
document verification drives
conducted across multiple dis-
tricts throughout the state.
The highest concentration
of foreign registrations was
detected within the Bengaluru
North municipal corporation
area, where election authori-
ties identified 583 ineligible
voters, out of whom 545 were
confirmed to be citizens of
Nepal. Officials noted that the
intensive verification process
also flagged individuals hold-
ing voter identification cards
who possessed citizenship or
active residency ties to West-
ern nations and global hubs,
including the United States,
Canada, Australia, the United
Kingdom, and Dubai.
Parallel verification exercis-
es across coastal and interior
districts yielded significant
deletions. In Dakshina Kanna-
da district, 40 foreign nation-
als were purged from the rolls,

comprising 17 Nepalese citi-
zens, six Americans, six Aus-
tralians, five Canadians, two
Britons, and one citizen each
from the Netherlands, South
Africa, Ireland, and Norway.
Similarly, Uttara Kannada dis-
trict reported 22 deletions in-
volving nationals from Nepal,
Pakistan, the United States,
and Bangladesh, while Udupi
district removed 44 foreign
nationals originating from Ne-
pal, the US, Britain, France,
and Canada. Additional
non-citizen registrations were
identified and rectified in Be-
lagavi and Hassan districts.
Election Commission offi-
cials explained that these
anomalies came to light
during detailed reviews of
electors for whom mapping
data from the legacy 2002
electoral roll was unavailable,
alongside rigorous scrutiny of
voter enumeration forms. Al-
though many of these foreign
nationals possessed official
voter ID cards, they failed to
produce mandatory supporting
documents such as historical
school certificates or ancestral
property records during phys-
ical checks. Following conclu-
sive verification of non-citi-
zenship, authorities finalized
the deletion of all 716 entries
to maintain absolute integrity
in the state’s electoral registry.

KSEAB rejects exam postponement for census

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka School Exam-
ination and Assessment Board
(KSEAB) has strongly resist-
ed a proposal put forward by
the Census Department to al-
ter the Secondary School
Leaving Certificate (SSLC)
and Second Pre-University
Course (PUC) examination
schedules, asserting that any
disruption would severely
jeopardize student welfare
and throw the state’s academ-
ic calendar into disarray.

The administrative friction
arose after the Census Depart-
ment dispatched an official
communication to the Depart-
ment of School Education and
Literacy, requesting that the
commencement of the I PUC
board examinations be post-
poned to March 6. The appeal
was made to accommodate
statewide census operations
slated to run intensively from
January 25 to February 28,
which require the deployment
of more than 1.5 lakh enumer-

ators and supervisors. Be-
cause the majority of this per-
sonnel is traditionally drawn
from the teaching fraternity,

1.5 lakh+

enumerators and
supervisors needed for the
census from January 25 to
February 28, most of them
teachers

state authorities contemplated
modifying the existing time-
table, which currently sets the
examinations to begin in late
February.

KSEAB officials have
raised serious objections,
pointing out that shifting
board examination dates cre-
ates cascading logistical de-
lays. These disruptions would
directly impact the subse-
quent evaluation processes,
announcement of results, and
crucial professional entrance
procedures such as the Com-
mon Entrance Test (CET).

Furthermore, education sector
experts noted that pulling
teachers away for extensive
administrative census duties
during January and February
— a critical window marked
by preparatory tests, revi-
sions, and special coaching
— would severely compro-
mise regular classroom in-
struction, compounding pre-
vious instructional losses
caused by recent electoral
data verification exercises.
Reaffirming the administra-
tion’s core priorities, a senior
official from the Department
of School Education and Lit-
eracy emphasized that stu-
dents’ mental well-being, ac-
ademic stability, and stress-
free progression remain para-
mount. Consequently, the
board has indicated that ex-
aminations should ideally
proceed according to their
original timeline, while stake-
holder objections and admin-
istrative alternatives are eval-
uated before finalizing any
formal schedule revisions.
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Water supply scheduled
in Gadag-Betageri

CH NEWS, GADAG

Water supply will be
provided today (October
29) in several areas of the
twin cities of Gadag-
Betageri, according to the
City Municipal Council
Commissioner. The
supply areas include
Wards 30, 34 and 35;
Wards 21and 22; Ward 27;
Ward 29; Ward 6; Wards 1
and 2; Ward 5; Ward 7;
and Wards 24, 26 and 31.
Locations include
Vaddarageri, Shiggaon
Layout, Karagal Layout,
KH Patil Layout, Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar, Shivaji
Nagar, Nekara Colony,
Hasirukeri Dibba, Kashi
Vishwanatha Nagar and
areas near the SP Office.
The Commissioner has
requested public
cooperation in case of
technical disruptions to
water supply.

Gurubasava Pattadevaru
invites devotees to festival
CH NEWS, BHALKI

Gurubasava Pattadevaru
has invited devotees to
participate in the 47th
Sharana Kammata and
Anubhava Mantapa
Utsava-2026, scheduled
for November 28 and 29
at Anubhava Mantapa in
Basavakalyan. He
extended the invitation on
Wednesday during a
gathering at the farm of
Noorandappa Balure and
Hanamantaray Balure in
Talawada village. He
highlighted the signifi-
cance of Anubhava
Mantapa, established by
Basavanna as a platform
promoting equality
beyond caste, religion,
gender and class. He
noted that the Vachanas
of the Sharanas continue
to inspire values of truth,
compassion, non-vio-
lence, democracy and
human rights. The festival
will be held under the
guidance of Nadoja Dr.
Basavalinga Pattadevaru,
president of Anubhava
Mantapa. Members of the
Balure family and
Talawada villagers
attended the gathering.

Applications invited for
technical positions at CFTRI
CH NEWS, UDUPI

The Central Food
Technological Research
Institute (CFTRI), Mysuru,
a constituent laboratory
of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), has
invited online applications
for the direct recruitment
of technical staff.
Candidates must have
passed SSLC with at least
55% marks, possess an
[Tl certificate from a rec-
ognized institution and be
below 28 years of age.
Selection will be con-
ducted through an open
competitive examination.
Eligible candidates can
apply online at https://
recruitment.cftri.res.in.
The last date for submit-
ting applications, paying
the application fee and
downloading the com-
pleted application formis
November 18. Hard copies
must be submitted by
November 26, according
to the District
Employment Exchange
notification.

'Haveri
check

CH NEWS, HAVERI

The final electoral roll under
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of Electoral Rolls-2026
was published on October 27
across all polling stations in
Haveri district’s six Assembly
constituencies.

Deputy Commissioner and
District Election Officer Dr.
Vijayamahantesh Danamma-
navar urged citizens to verify
their names and personal de-
tails.

Speaking at a meeting with
political party representatives
on Wednesday, he said voters
could check the electoral roll
at their respective polling sta-
tions, Tahsildar offices or
Electoral Registration Officer
offices.

12.33 lakh registered
voters

The final electoral roll con-
tains 12,33,294 voters, includ-
ing 6,28,297 men, 6,04,969
women and 28 voters in the
‘Others’ category. Compared
with the draft roll published
on August 24, the final list re-
flects an increase of 13,013

DC urges voters to

names in finalroll

The DC urged voters to check the electoral roll at polling stations, Tahsildar
offices or Electoral Registration Officer offices during Wednesday’s meeting.

voters.

The constituency-wise to-
tals are 2,04,335 in Hangal,
2,21,027 in Shiggaon,
2,16,286 in Haveri, 1,99,108
in Byadgi, 1,77,263 in Hire-
kerur and 2,15,275 in Rane-
bennur.

The final roll also includes
16,836 young voters, com-
prising 9,073 men and 7,763
women.

Facility for new
registrations

Dr. Danammanavar clarified
that citizens whose names are
missing can submit Form 6 to
register. As 77 additional poll-
ing stations have been estab-
lished, voters should also
check whether their polling
station has changed.

Dr. Vishal, Principal Secre-
tary in the Finance Depart-
ment, has been appointed as
the electoral roll observer for
the district.

The electoral rolls are avail-
able on the websites of the
Chief Electoral Officer, Kar-
nataka, and the Haveri dis-
trict.Young people aged 17
and above can submit ad-

Q Shiggaon

Savanura

Ranebennur
Q Hirekerur

20km

Haveri district: the six Assembly
constituencies

vance applications for voter
registration. Eligible appli-

12,33,294

voters on the final roll

13,013

more than the draft roll

16,836

young voters

77

new polling stations

) Name missing? Submit Form 6

toregister

77 polling stations added: check
whether yours has changed

Aged 17 and above? Apply in
advance

Apply online on the Voters’
Service Portal or the Voter
Helpline app

cants turning 18 on April 1,
July 1 or October 1 can also
apply during the continuous
revision process.

Applications can be submit-
ted online through the Voters’
Service Portal or Voter Help-
line app.Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Nagaraja
L. and representatives of var-
ious political parties attended
the meeting.

Education can bring social
change: U. Nisar Ahmed

The review meeting on the Prlme Minis-
ter’s New 15-Point Programme at the
DC’s office in Manipal.

CH NEWS, UDUPI

Karnataka State Minorities
Commission Chairman U. Ni-
sar Ahmed stressed that qual-
ity education is essential for
social transformation and
urged officials to ensure that
every child from minority
communities receives an edu-
cation.

He was speaking at a re-
view meeting on the imple-
mentation of the Prime Min-
ister’s New 15-Point Pro-
gramme, held at the Deputy
Commissioner’s office in
Rajatadri, Manipal.

Ahmed emphasized improv-
ing the quality of government
schools, strengthening infra-
structure and increasing stu-
dent enrolment. He directed
education officials to conduct
regular school inspections. He
also called for better monitor-
ing of the district’s 1,522 An-
ganwadi centres, including
155 serving minority commu-
nities, and effective distribu-
tion of nutritious food to nurs-
ing mothers.

He urged officials to pro-
vide skill development oppor-
tunities to minority students
in ITIs, promote overseas em-
ployment opportunities and
increase awareness of the
e-Shram scheme. Labour
identity cards and toolkits
should be distributed through

special camps.

Highlighting the needs of
persons with disabilities, he
called for improved facilities
in the district’s 15 special
schools and opportunities for
individuals to showcase their
talents.

Ahmed stressed mandatory
registration of street vendors
and wider awareness of the
PM SVANIdhi scheme, which
provides collateral-free loans
of 15,000, 225,000 and
%50,000 in successive stages,
subject to repayment condi-
tions.

He directed agriculture and
horticulture officials to ensure
that more minority-communi-
ty members benefit from gov-
ernment schemes. He also
encouraged students to utilise
educational loans for higher
studies.

Emphasising communal
harmony, Ahmed instructed
police to take strict legal ac-
tion against social media con-
tent that incites religious ten-
sions. He urged departments
to ensure that minority com-
munities benefit fully from
Central and State government
welfare schemes.

Deputy Commissioner Swa-
roopa T.K. reiterated that ev-
ery child below 14 must re-
ceive compulsory education
and called for coordinated
efforts among departments to
prevent children from drop-
ping out of school.

Mujibulla Jafari, A.S.P.
Sudhakar Nayak, District Mi-
nority Welfare Officer Jinen-
dra M., committee members
and district officials attended
the meeting.

‘Hemalatha Nayak and Kyavatar
creating pubhc confusion’

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

District Women’s Congress
President Jyothi M. Gondabal
has criticised Legislative
Council member Hemalatha
Nayak and BJP leader Basa-
varaja Kyavatar, accusing
them of creating unnecessary
confusion among the public in
the Koppal constituency.

In a statement, Jyothi al-
leged that BJP leaders were
attempting to manufacture
controversies to mislead the
public. She claimed that the
leaders had visited the
KKRTC bus depot the previ-
ous night, questioned officials
and alleged that buses were
not operating due to a diesel
shortage.

However, she maintained
that the scheduled bus ser-
vices were functioning nor-
mally. According to her, only
one bus, bearing registration
number F 547 and operating
on the Koppal-Mundaragi
route, was stationary because
a driver was unavailable.

Jyothi stated that, as a
member associated with the
implementation of the gov-

ernment’s guarantee schemes,
she remained in regular con-
tact with Transport Depart-
ment officials to ensure
smooth operations. She as-
serted that officials were per-
forming their duties properly
and that the delay in diesel
supply for a bus scheduled for
morning service should not be
exaggerated into a major con-
troversy.

She accused BJP leaders of
attempting to damage the rep-
utation of Koppal MLA Ra-
ghavendra Hitnal and the state
government by publicising
the issue on social media. She
also criticised them for al-
legedly portraying their ac-
tions as a significant achieve-

Only one bus, on the
Koppal-Mundaragi route,
stood idle because a
driver was unavailable,
says Jyothi

ment.

Jyothi further accused BJP
leaders of failing to question
the Union government over
rising petrol, diesel and cook-
ing gas prices while focusing
on what she described as ir-
relevant issues to divert pub-
lic attention.

Expressing displeasure over
alleged political misconduct,
she also condemned the re-
ported act of an elected repre-
sentative throwing stones at
the office of a rival political
party. She questioned the pro-
priety of such behaviour and
called for greater responsibil-
ity and political decorum.

Jyothi maintained that these
alleged attempts to create
confusion would not succeed
and urged political leaders to
focus on public welfare rather
than engaging in unnecessary
controversies.

‘Digital literacy and technical skills
essential forrural students’

CH NEWS, GADAG

Deputy Director of the De-
partment of School Education
R. S. Buradi emphasized the
importance of promoting dig-
ital literacy and technical
skills among rural students,
encouraging them to use tech-
nology effectively in educa-
tion, communication and ev-
eryday life.

He was speaking at the in-
auguration of the district-lev-
el TCS Rural IT Quiz, held on
Wednesday at St. John’s Kan-
nada Senior Primary School
in Gadag-Betageri. The event
was jointly organized by the
Department of Information
Technology and Science &
Technology, Bengaluru, the
District Administration, Zilla
Panchayat and Department of
School Education, Gadag.

Buradi said such competi-
tions provide rural students
with opportunities to show-
case their technological abili-
ties while developing logical
thinking, problem-solving
skills, creativity and self-con-
fidence. He stressed that stu-
dents should understand the

Students W|th their certlflcates at the
district-level TCS Rural IT Quizin
Gadag-Betageri.

schools across
+ the district
took part

fundamentals of computers
and the internet and learn to
use modern technology re-
sponsibly.

He added that digital
knowledge should extend be-
yond examinations and com-
petitions, serving as a founda-
tion for future education, em-
ployment and personal devel-
opment. The Rural IT Quiz
provides an important plat-
form for nurturing rural talent
and encouraging students to
embrace technological ad-
vancements.

District Nodal Officer Sri-
dhar Badigera, Gadag Con-
stituency Coordinator S. P.
Prabhayyanamath, subject

examiners Sarojini Ban-
divaddar, Geetha Kulkarni, R.
G. Kavalageri, H. B. Beeran-
navar and Sudha Mannapura,
and Headmistress Mary at-
tended the programme. Sever-
al Cluster Resource Persons
and teachers were also pres-
ent.

Students from more than
100 schools across the district
participated in the competi-
tion. Teacher M. H. Savadatti
introduced the programme
and explained its objectives,
while science teacher Ekantha
briefed participants on the
quiz format, rules and proce-
dures.

The programme began with
a prayer by students of St.
John’s Kannada Senior Pri-
mary School. Sridhar Badig-
era welcomed the gathering,
M. H. Savadatti compered the
event, and the vote of thanks
was delivered at the conclu-
sion.

The initiative aimed to
strengthen digital awareness,
encourage healthy competi-
tion and equip rural students
with essential skills for the
digital age.

Association activities must prioritize broad social welfare: MP Sagar

CH NEWS, BHALKI

Bidar MP Sagar Khandre em-
phasized that the activities of
associations should focus on
social upliftment and contrib-
ute to the overall progress of
the nation.

He was speaking after being
felicitated in front of his offi-
cial residence in Bhalki. The
programme was organized
under the leadership of Maru-
ti Bhangare, founder and State
President of the Sagar Eshwar

Khandre Fans’ Association.

Khandre said associations
should identify socially, edu-
cationally and economically
disadvantaged people and
work towards improving their
living conditions. He cau-
tioned against forming orga-
nizations for personal gain or
selfish interests.

Expressing happiness over
the establishment of an asso-
ciation in his name, he urged
its members to undertake con-
structive activities that benefit

society and help the organiza-
tion achieve greater recogni-
tion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Maruti Bhangare said Khan-
dre deserved appreciation for
entering Parliament at a young
age. He noted that the MP had
been effectively raising im-
portant issues concerning Bi-
dar district during parliamen-
tary proceedings and working
towards finding solutions.

Bhangare also praised
Khandre for his efforts in

helping numerous farmers in
Bidar district receive crop in-
surance benefits. He de-
scribed the MP as a worthy
son of his father, Minister Es-
hwar Khandre.

Bhangare announced that
the Sagar Eshwar Khandre
Fans’ Association had been
established at the state level
in response to requests from
supporters. He expressed con-
fidence that the organization
would undertake several
meaningful initiatives in the

coming days with the cooper-
ation and encouragement of
its members.

Those present included the
association’s Honorary Presi-
dent Shivananda Bhangare,
Vice President Prakash Mali-
patil, Secretary Moizmiya
Idreesmiya and Treasurer
Chandrakant, along with nu-
merous supporters of MP
Sagar Khandre.

The gathering highlighted
the importance of channeling
organizational activities to-

Members of the fans’ association at the
felicitation in Bhalki.

wards public welfare, sup-
porting disadvantaged com-
munities and contributing to
the development of society
and the nation.

CH NEWS, VIJAYANAGARA

HOSAPETE HEALTH DRIVE

Tuberculosis is an infec-

Doddamani urges public to Jom hands against tuberculosis

District Health Education Of-
ficer Doddamani urged people
to work together to eradicate
tuberculosis (TB) by identify-
ing patients who have not vis-
ited hospitals and ensuring
they receive proper treatment.

He was speaking at an
awareness and sensitization
programme on tuberculosis
organised by the Taluk Health
Centre in Ward 35, Akasha-
vani area, in Hosapete on

The TB awareness programme in Ward 35, Akashavani area, Hosapete.

Wednesday.
Doddamani advised people

who had previously suffered
from TB, those in contact

— A cough lasting more than
two weeks

— Evening fever

— Blood in sputum

— Weight loss

— Lumps in the armpit

with TB patients, diabetics,
smokers, alcohol consumers,
cancer patients and people
with chronic illnesses to un-

dergo screening and receive
proper treatment. He also
urged people showing symp-
toms of the disease to seek
medical help without delay.

He warned that symptoms
such as a cough lasting more
than two weeks, evening fe-
ver, blood in sputum, weight
loss and lumps in the armpit
should not be ignored. People
experiencing these symptoms
should visit the nearest gov-
ernment hospital for examina-
tion and treatment.

tious disease that spreads
through the air. Germs re-
leased when an infected per-
son coughs or sneezes can
enter another person’s body
and cause infection. There-
fore, early medical examina-
tion and timely treatment are
important to control the dis-
ease and prevent its spread.
Doddamani stressed the
need to identify affected peo-
ple through door-to-door vis-
its and help them access ap-

propriate healthcare. Public
awareness and timely screen-
ing can support early diagno-
sis and recovery.

TB Supervisor Kasim Saab,
HIO Yashoda, PHCO Uma,
Gulnaz, ASHA workers and
local ward leaders attended
the programme. The event
highlighted the importance of
public participation in identi-
fying TB cases, ensuring
treatment and working to-
wards the eradication of the
disease.
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CM to launch Ramanagara projects,
Kempegowda statueonNov 3

Sheshadri announced free life insurance for 11,000 unorganised workers,
plus tool kits, uniforms, hygiene steamers, and livelihood support

Childreninvited
toapply for
Kalashree
competitions

CH NEWS,
CHITRADURGA

District-level Kalashree
competitions for children
aged 9 to 16 will be held
on November 7 to select
participants for state-
level events in Bengaluru.
Competitions include
painting, handicrafts, clay
art, creative writing,
dance, music, mono-act-
ing, yoga-dance and sci-
ence models.
Participationin all three
creative arts and writing
events is compulsory.
Only one performing art is
allowed. Children with
disabilities and tribal chil-
dren are encouraged to
participate. Applications
must be submitted in per-
sonby 5pmon
November 5 at the
District Balabhavan office
in Chitradurga. For details,
contact 7259551325.

KSRTC ensures

uninterrupted

bus services in
Koppal

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

The KSRTC Koppal
Division has taken neces-
sary measures to ensure

uninterrupted public

transport services and
avoid inconvenience to
passengers. The divisional
controller stated that all
135 scheduled bus ser-
vices operated on
October 27 with no can-
cellations caused by die-
sel shortages. These ser-
vices cover around
48,000 kilometres dally.
The cancellation rate was
1.7 per cent, unrelated to
fuel availability. Additional
buses were also arranged
for devotees travelling to

Huligi during the full
moon period on October
26 and 27. Divisional traf-
fic officers and unit man-

agers coordinated the
arrangements to ensure
smooth travel. The divi-
sion said all necessary
steps had been taken to
maintain regular bus ser-
vices and provide conven-
ient transport facilities to
the public.

Mangaluru
allocates welfare
grants for
vulnerable girls

CH NEWS,
MANGALURU

The Mangaluru City
Corporation (MCC) has
invited applications from
voluntary organisations
working for girls under 14
who face abuse, exploita-
tion, parental loss or
homelessness. Under its
2026-27 budget, 330 lakh
has been allocated
through the ‘Asare — A
Haven of Hope for Girls’
scheme, with %15 lakh
each for two organisa-
tions. Applications with
photographs, reports and
supporting documents
must reach the Urban
Poverty Alleviation Cell by
November 12.

Teacher
recruitment
deadline
extended

The Department of
School Education has
extended the deadline for
online applications for
government primary and
high school teacher
recruitment for 2026-27
to November 16.
Application fee verifica-
tion must be completed
by November 18.
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CH NEWS, RAMANAGARA

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar will inaugurate several
development projects under-
taken by the City Municipal
Council (CMC) in Ramanaga-
ra on November 3, CMC pres-
ident K. Sheshadri announced.

Speaking to reporters at the
CMC office, Sheshadri said
the programme would include
the unveiling of a statue of
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda,
the inauguration of a clock
tower, a food court and a new
auditorium named after De-
varaj Urs. The auditorium has
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been built on the upper floor
of the CMC building.

The Kempegowda statue
will be installed on the CMC
premises. Statues of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and Basavanna are
already present there. Beauti-
fication work has also been
undertaken around the Swami
Vivekananda statue at Rotary
Circle and Tipu Circle near
the railway station.

Sheshadri said free life in-
surance coverage was being
provided to around 11,000
unorganised-sector workers.
Tool kits will be distributed to
carpenters and construction

SN

workers, while 250 women’s
self-help groups will receive
essential equipment. Tea stalls
will receive steamers to im-
prove hygiene. Two sets of
uniforms will be provided to
650 auto-rickshaw drivers,
while 270 construction work-
ers and members of nomadic
communities will receive as-
sistance to support their live-
lihoods.

Underground drainage
works will begin in Wards 1
and 2 with funding from the
National Green Tribunal.

Sheshadri said a detailed
project report had been pre-

Highlights

— Kempegowda statue to be
unveiled on the CMC
premises

— Devaraj Urs auditorium and
38-stall food court to open

— Free life insurance for 11,000
unorganised workers

— Tool kits, uniforms and
equipment for workers and
self-help groups

pared for the comprehensive
development of Ramanagara,
and a request had been sub-
mitted to the Chief Minister
for a special grant of ¥750
crore.

The development pro-
gramme will begin at 3 pm on
November 3, followed by a
formal event at the Junior
College at 5 pm. Sheshadri
urged residents to attend in
large numbers.

Several CMC members and
municipal staff were present
during the announcement.

New health campaign targets early tuberculosis detection

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The district health department
has launched an Active Tuber-
culosis Case Finding and
Treatment Campaign to iden-
tify patients early and reduce
the spread of the disease, with
a target of cutting new cases
by 90 per cent by 2030.

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. M.C.
Sunil Kumar inaugurated the
campaign on Tuesday at the
Buddha Nagara Health Cen-
tre. He said the Government
of India’s END TB Strategy
aims to reduce new tuberculo-
sis cases by 90 per cent and
deaths by 95 per cent by 2030,
while eliminating the financial
burden on patients’ families.

The active survey will run
from October 27 to December
8 in high-risk areas across the
district. Officials have urged
the public to cooperate with
the campaign.

District Tuberculosis Erad-
ication Officer Dr. Tulasi
Ranganath said the depart-
ment aims to screen 369,852
people, representing 20 per
cent of the district’s popula-
tion of 1,845,861. A total of
1,326 teams comprising 2,652
members have been formed,
along with 19 supervisors.
The campaign aims to identi-
fy around 4,000 suspected
cases, confirm at least 400
cases and provide treatment.

Chitradurga Taluk Health
Officer Dr. B.V. Girish said
symptoms include a cough
lasting more than two weeks,
chest pain, blood in sputum,
loss of appetite, weight loss,
evening fever, night sweats
and neck swelling. People
with symptoms will undergo
sputum and X-ray tests, and
confirmed patients will re-
ceive free treatment.

Medical Officer Dr. Suren-
dra Kumar said special sur-

_ | g meagaee 20300 2
s Srowom 27.

e e o0

e
102020 Sod 08-12-2026 cadkt

369,852

people to be screened

teams in the field

suspected cases
sought

veys would cover slums,
mines, mills, industrial areas,
old-age homes, homeless
shelters, prisons and construc-
tion sites.

District Health Education
Officer Krishna Nayak, Dep-
uty District Health Education
Officer Govindareddy Kon-

nur, health officials Srinivas
Murthy and Kantharaj, tuber-
culosis programme staff and
members of the public attend-
ed the event.

Officials urged residents to
report symptoms early and
support efforts to control tu-
berculosis.

Hasanamba festival
preparations
focus on devotee
convenience

CH NEWS, HASSAN

The district administration
has made extensive arrange-
ments for the Hasanamba
Devi Darshana Utsava and
Siddeshwara Swamy Jatra
Mabhotsava, scheduled from
October 29 (today) to Novem-
ber 11, said Excise Minister
and Hassan district in-charge
K.M. Shivalinge Gowda.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Tourist Guest
House, the minister said
preparations were being re-
viewed daily to ensure devo-
tees could have a smooth dar-
shan of the Goddess. Seating,
drinking water, toilets, park-
ing facilities, information
centres and prasada distribu-
tion arrangements have been
planned.

The minister said additional
priests would be appointed to
ensure uninterrupted darshan.
The chief priest had agreed to
the proposal so that devotees
would not face long waits
during breaks.

Special darshan tickets
priced at 3300 and 1,000
will be available. Golden Pass
holders will be allotted a slot
from 8 am to 10 am, while
dignitaries arriving under of-
ficial protocol will have a
separate slot from 10.30 am
to 12.30 pm. These arrange-
ments will not apply on the

opening and closing days of
the festival.

The celebrations will also
feature wrestling tournaments,
national-level volleyball and
kabaddi competitions, exhibi-
tions of Hallikar and Amrit
Mabhal bulls, a dog show, live-
stock displays and rangoli
competitions for women.
Farmers bringing bulls for the
exhibition will receive incen-
tives, and prizes will be
awarded to winners.

With lakhs of devotees ex-
pected, officials are also
working to manage queues,
control crowds, fill potholes
and regulate traffic to ensure
public safety.

The minister said the festi-
val would follow previous
years’ practices, with addi-
tional facilities to manage the
expected increase in visitors.
MP Shreyas Patel was present
at the press conference.

International parcel booking now
open at Gadag post offices

CH NEWS, GADAG

International parcel booking
services are now available at
every branch post office, and
customers, traders and entre-
preneurs should make full use
of the facility, said Postal Su-
perintendent S.S. Shirahatti.

He was speaking at a prize
distribution ceremony organ-
ised by the India Post Depart-
ment at the Gadag Head Post
Office to honour achievers of
the Gadag Sub-Division.

Shirahatti said the Postal
Department had expanded its
services beyond traditional
mail to include digital bank-
ing, insurance, savings ac-
counts, deposits and accident
insurance. He urged postal
employees to work sincerely
to ensure these facilities
reached more people.

He stressed that employees
should take pride in their work
and avoid negligence. He said
dedication and a positive atti-
tude could inspire others and
contribute to success.

Shirahatti also noted that the
Gadag Division had secured
leading positions at the state

Map: © OpenStreetMap contributors

Mundargi

20km
Gadag taluk, Gadag district

level in several categories.
Assistant Superintendent of

Post Offices for the Gadag

Sub-Division Venkateshared-

dy Kolli said the division had
achieved its assigned targets
in various areas, including
savings schemes. He encour-
aged staff to focus on the Atal
Pension Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yoja-
na, postal life insurance, se-
cure investment options, dig-
ital banking, social security
services, Aadhaar updates and
opening different types of ac-
counts.

Head Postmaster Ekanath
B. Menasinakayi presided
over the programme and ad-
dressed the gathering.

Postal Insurance Officer
Sharanappa Naykar, Indepen-
dent Delivery Centre Super-
visor D.G. Myageri and
Sub-Postmasters Manjunath
Kuriyavar and Priyank also
spoke at the event.

Vani Yelaganti offered the
invocation, Meghna Kulkarni
compered the programme,
and Anita Kuri delivered the
vote of thanks.

The department urged em-
ployees and customers to
make effective use of postal
services and help expand their
reach across the region.

Year-long campaign aims to protect
Kannada-medium schools

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A year-long campaign to pro-
tect and strengthen Kanna-
da-medium schools is travel-
ling across Karnataka and
neighbouring states, high-
lighting challenges such as
school closures, teacher short-
ages and poor infrastructure.
The campaign, titled ‘Kan-
nada Shala Ulisi Belesi Abhi-
yana’ (Save and Develop Kan-
nada Schools Campaign),
aims to cover all 31 districts

and 239 taluks of Karnataka,
along with Kannada-medium
schools in border areas of
Goa, Maharashtra, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.State convener Unais
Peraje began the journey in
Kasaragod, Kerala. Initially
planned for five days, the vis-
it was extended to 40 days to
understand school conditions
and identify problems faced
by students and teachers.
During the visits, the team
found Malayalam-speaking

teachers working in Kanna-
da-medium schools and raised
the issue with education au-
thorities. Near Panathur, it
identified a Kannada school
at risk of closure due to low
enrolment. The campaign pro-
vided financial assistance and
plans to seek further support
from the Border Area Devel-
opment Authority.

In Delampady, children re-
portedly walk nearly half a
kilometre along dirt tracks to
reach school.

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL JUDGE
AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
CMis.No.544/2026
Petitioners:  Sri. D.C. Govindaraju Sjo Late
Chikkathimmaiah, Aged about 74 years, Rlat Doddahejjaji
Village, Doddabelavangala Hobli, Doddaballapura Taluk,

Bengaluru Rural District and others. Vis
Respondent: Registrar of Birth and Death The
Tahshildar, Doddaballapura Taluk, Doddaball

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas the Petitioner has filed the above petition under
Section 13 (3) And 14 Of Registration Of Births And
Deaths Act, 1969 for seeking the death certificate of
the mother of petitioner by name LATE SAKAMMA W/0
LATE CHIKKATHIMMAIAH who died on 02.03.1959
at Doddahejjaji  Village, Doddabelavangala Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District.
In this regard it is hereby notice that whoever has
interested in the said matter may appear in person or
through an advocate duly authorized before the above said
court on 02-12-2026.
In default this matter will be heard and disposed off an
ex-parte order.
Given under my hand and seal of the court on the 28th
day of OCT 2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge & JMFC,
Doddaballapura
Advocate: Jalajakshi, Doddahejjaiji Village,
Doddak gala Hobli, Doddaball Taluk.

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR

C.MISC. NO. 612 | 2026
1. Gangamma Wjo A H Ravishankar, Aged
about 50 years, Rlat Arudi Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk Bangalore Rural District. &
Others ...Petitioner
Vis
The Tahsildar, The Birth & Death Registration,
Doddaballapura Taluk. ...Respondent
PUBLIC NOTICE
The petitioners filed above petition to obtain
death certificate of petitioner no. 1 Husband
LATE A H Ravishankar S/0 Hiriyakempanna died
on 05.03.2005, at Arudi Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapura Taluk, Bangalore Rural District. But
there is no official record with regard to death hence

| CHANGE OF NAME |

I, TRISHUL N N, S/o
RAKESH NN, Residing at
Nadur at Post Sira Taluk,
Tumkur Dist, Karnataka.
Have change my name from
THRISHUL N N to TRISHUL
N N vide affidavit dated:
28.10.2026, sworn before
Advocate and Notary
Mangalamma, Sira, Tumkur
Dist.

[, PRASHANTH alias
PRASHANTHH K S/o HV
KRISHNAMOORTHY,
R/o Prachi
Nilaya, Gole Club Road,
Allampura, Kaimara,
Chikkamagaluru,
Karnataka-577131, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be known
as PRASHANTHA H K.

I, GAURESH SINGH S/o
YOGENDRA PRASAD
SINGH, R/o Villa No. 71,
Himagiri Urban Woods,
Mahal Chowdadenahalli,
Sarjapura, Anekal,
Bengaluru, Karnataka-
562125, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
GAURESH KUMAR.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Public are informed that my client
Mr. Yalakkigowda S/o late.
Venkategowda residing at No. 92,
Gijagana dasanadoddi Village, Neralur
Post, Virupakshipura Hobli,
Channapatna Taluk, Bangalore South
District-562138.

Our client has lost previous Gift
deed in Channapatna Bus Stand the
Original Registered Partition Deed
dated 08-09-2020 Book 1, CD No.
CAND713, bearing registration No.
CAN-1-03424/2020-21 registered in
the Office of the Sub-Registrar
Channapatna executed by Smt.
Mayamma W/o late Boraiah in favour
of Sri Krishna S/o late. Boraiah in
respect of the All that piece and
parcel of the Survey No. 73/3A,
measuring 0-14 Gunta Situated at,
Banagahalli Village, Virupakshipura
Hobli, Channapatna Taluk, Bangalore
South District, bounded on: East by:
Lahi 2, West by: Road, North by: Block
3, South by: Block 1.

The said property is in possession
of Mr. Yalakkigowda since from
12-12-2024, he is the absolute owner
and is absolutely free from any
encumbrance whatsoever.

My Client had lost the above

this petition was filed under provision of reg
of births and deaths act 1969. With regard any
public have any objection raise before Court on
19-12-2026 at about 11 o clock in person or any
authorized person. If not we will consider there is no
objection to allow this petition.
This notice is issued under seal and sign of Hon'ble
court on 06-10-2026.
By Order of the Court
Chief Sheristedar, Additional Civil Court and
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Shalini D.K, Advocate, G Ramegowda Complex
Taluk Office Circle, Doddaballapura

IN THE COURT OF THE 1ST ADDL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DODDABALLAPURA
C.MIS.N0.620/2026
Between- Petitioner : Sri. Krishnappa Sfo
Late. Narasimhaiah, Aged about 75 Years, R/at
Kanivepura Village, Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura

Taluk, Bangalore Rural District. Vi
Respondent : The
Doddaballapura.

Is
Tahasildar

Whereas the petitioner has filed the above petition
for seeking death certificate of Late. Muniyamma
Wjo Late. Narasimhaiah who is mother of
petitioner was expired on dated: 26/09/1999 at
Kanivepura Village, Tubagere Hobli, Doddaballapura
Taluk. Take notice that, any interested person in
respect of death certificate of Late. Muniyamma
W/o Late. Narasimhaiah are here by called upon to
appear before this Hon'ble Court either personally
or through an advocate duly interested on 09-12-
26 at 11:00 Am, otherwise the matter will be
decide exparte on merits.
The above matter listed on Dated: 28-10-2026
with court seal.
Given under my hand and seal of court
By Order of the Court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Identified by me-
Sushanth. R, Advocate

mentioned & Inspite of several efforts
the Original deeds not found and he
has lodged the police complaint
through online dated 27.10.2026, Lost
Report No. 2502918/2026.

If any person found or anyone
having any claim or interest over the
said property, he/she is requested to
forward their claims along with the
relevant documents to us within 07
days of this public notice. If we do not
receive any claim from any person
within 07 days, it will be strictly
presumed that this property is
absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any
claim over this property and if any One
found the above deed kindly contact
below mentioned.

Contact Adress:
Shivaswamy S., Advocates,
Mahadevappa Building, 1st Floor,
1st Room, Opp. A.B.R. Tower, B.M.
Road, Ramanagara-562159.

CLASSIFIEDS
To place a classified
ad contact:
080-41209042

Public are informed that my client
Mr. Yalakkigowda S/o late Venkate
gowda residing at No.92, Gijagana
dasanadoddi Village, Neralur Post,
Virupakshipura Hobli, Channapatna Taluk,
Bangalore South District— 562138.

Our client has lost previous Partition
deed in Channapatna Bus Stand the
Original Registered Partition Deed
dated 01-07-2020 Book 1, CD No.
CANDG663, bearing registration No.
CAN-1-01503/2020-21, registered in
the Office of the Sub-Registrar
Channapatna executed in favour of Sri.
Siddaiah S/o Late. Boraiah, Smt
Gouramma W/o Late. Puttalingaiah,
Smt. Mayamma W/o late Boraiah, Smt.
Chikkamma W/o late Nagaraju, Smt.
Gouramma D/o Late Boraiah, Smt.
Jayamma D/o Late Boraiah, Sri Krishna
S/o late Boraiah in respect of the All
that piece and parcel of the Item No-
01) Survey No. 73/3A, measuring 0-07
Gunta out of 0-28 Gunta Situated at,
Banagabhalli Village, Virupakshipura
Hobli, Ct Taluk, Bangalore
South District, bounded on: East by:
Lahi 2, West by: Road, North by: Block3,
South by: Block1.

Item No-02) Survey No. 73/3A, mea-
suring 0-07 Gunta out of 0-28 Gunta
Situated at, Banagahalli Village, Virupa
kshipura Hobli, Channapatna Taluk,
Bangalore South District, bounded on:
East by: Lahi 2, West by: Road, North
by: Lahi 1, South by: Block 2.

Item No-03) Survey No. 73/3A, mea-
suring 0-14 Gunta out of 0-28 Gunta
Situated at, Banagahalli Village, Virupa
kshipura Hobli, Channapatna Taluk,
Bangalore South District, bounded on:
East by: Lahi 2, West by: Road, North
by: Block 2, South by: Lahi 3B.

The said property is in possession
of Mr. Yalakkigowda since from
12-12-2024, he is the absolute owner
and is absolutely free from any
encumbrance whatsoever.

My Client had lost the above men-
tioned & Inspite of several efforts the
Original deeds not found and he has
lodged the police complaint through
online dated 27-10-2026, Lost Report
No. 2502918/2026.

If any person found or anyone
having any claim or interest over the
said property, he/she is requested to
forward their claims along with the
relevant documents to us within 07 days
of this public notice. If we do not
receive any claim from any person
within 07 days, it will be strictly
presumed that this property is
absolutely free from any claim or
encumbrance and no one has any claim
over this property and if any One found
the above deed kindly contact below
mentioned.

Contact Adress:
Shivaswamy S., Advocates,
Mahadevappa Building, 1st Floor,
1st Room, Opp. A.B.R. Tower, B.M.
Road, Ramanagara-562159.
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Kawta Rakesh Satvi
takes charge as Konkan

Railway Director
CH NEWS, KARWAR

Kavita Rakesh Satvi
assumed charge as
Director (Finance) of
Konkan Railway
Corporation Limited on
October 23. Satviisa
Chartered Accountant
and holds a Master’s
degree in Global Business
Administration from
Deakin University,
Australia. She also has a
Diploma in International
Financial Reporting from
ACCA, UK. She brings 24
years of experience across
private and semi-
government sectors,
covering finance,
accounting and
commercial operations.
Her expertise includes
financial planning,
budgeting, auditing,
taxation, risk
management, treasury
operations, contract
management, regulatory
compliance and corporate
governance. According to
a press release issued by
Konkan Railway Chief
Public Relations Officer
Sushil B. Narkar, Satvi's
professional experience
also includes strategic
planning, financial
reporting, business
transformation and
process improvement.

Kaiga Bird Marathon
scheduled for Feb 2027

CH NEWS, KARWAR

The NPCIL-Kaiga unit will
organise the 17th edition
of the Kaiga Bird
Marathon on February 6
and 7,2027,in and around
Kaiga. The event, con-
ducted continuously for
over 16 years, is the only
bird survey of its kind
organised by an Indian
corporate organisation.
Previous surveys have
recorded around 315 bird
species in the region.
Scientists, birdwatchers
and students will partici-
pate in the two-day pro-
gramme. Participants will
be divided into nine
teams to document bird
diversity in the Western
Ghats region. Fifty partici-
pants from across the
country have been
selected, along with
organisation staff and
College of Forestry stu-
dents. Interested partici-
pants must register by
November 30 through the
online form or email bird-
ingkaiga@gmail.com. For
details, contact
9448999751, 8277120019
or 9448991753, NPCIL-
Kaiga announced.

‘NDA victory in MLC election
signals future electoral gains’

Alleging teacher and graduate dissatisfaction, a BJP leader challenged
the Chief Minister to resign and seek a fresh mandate in Magadi

CH NEWS, MAGADI

The victory of NDA candi-
date Ranganath in the Legis-
lative Council election indi-
cates the alliance’s prospects
in the upcoming Taluk Pan-
chayat, Zilla Panchayat and
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions, said Kavana Gowda,
District Vice-President of the
BJP Mabhila Morcha.
Speaking to reporters in
Magadi on Wednesday, she
alleged that despite the Con-
gress party’s financial resourc-
es, teachers and graduates had
expressed their dissatisfaction
with the state government by
voting for NDA candidates.
She challenged the Chief Min-
ister to resign and seek a fresh
mandate, alleging that the
government had lost its moral
authority to continue in office.

NDA targets Magadi in
2028

Kavana Gowda expressed
confidence that the BJP-JD(S)

Kavana Gowda

alliance would secure victory
in the Magadi constituency in
the 2028 Assembly elections
under the leadership of MP
Dr. C.N. Manjunath and with
the guidance of former MLC
A. Devegowda. She also ex-
pressed confidence in BJP
State President B.Y. Vijay-
endra’s leadership, predicting
that the alliance would win
more than 128 constituencies
across Karnataka.

Criticism of
government
administration

She alleged that corruption,

Highlights

— NDA targets 2028 assembly
win and 128+ seats across
Karnataka

— Congress government
criticised over delayed
guarantee and pension funds

— Pothole-related fatalities
cited as proof of civic
infrastructure failure

— Protests warned against
potential hikes in property
prices

— Basic civicamenities lacking
at the weekly Friday market
in Magadi

drought conditions, difficul-
ties faced by sugarcane farm-
ers, the Cauvery water dispute
and rising prices of essential
commodities had increased
public hardship. She also crit-
icised the implementation of
the Congress government’s
guarantee schemes, claiming
that Gruha Lakshmi payments
were not being disbursed
properly and that old-age and

widow pensions had been
stopped.

She further expressed con-
cern over the grievances of
persons with disabilities who
had undertaken a foot march
from Ramanagara, alleging
that the government had failed
to address their concerns.

Road safety and public
facilities

Kavana Gowda criticised the
condition of Bengaluru roads
and the Magadi-Bengaluru
KSHIP road, citing deaths al-
legedly caused by potholes.
She also highlighted inade-
quate drinking water, sanita-
tion and ambulance facilities
at Magadi’s weekly Friday
market, recalling an incident
in which a sick farmer had to
be taken to hospital in a pri-
vate vehicle.

She warned that the BJP
would launch statewide pro-
tests if the government pro-
ceeded with the proposed in-
crease in property prices.

Public urged to report illegal
ration rice sales

CH NEWS, KARWAR

The Food and Civil Supplies De-
partment has urged the public to
report cases of illegal sale, stor-
age and transportation of ration
rice in Uttara Kannada district.

According to the department,
11,06,554 beneficiaries from
3,04,432 ration card-holding fam-
ilies receive 10 kg of rice per
member every month under the
National Food Security Act and
the Anna Bhagya scheme.

This includes 5 kg under each
scheme.

Ration rice is meant for house-
hold consumption, and selling it
is prohibited. Officials said eight
cases have been registered under
the Essential Commodities Act,
1955, and 346.4 quintals of rice
have been seized in the district.

Residents who notice illegal
storage, sale or transportation of
ration rice can contact their re-
spective taluk Food Inspectors or

call the department’s helpline at
1967.

The department has appealed to
residents to cooperate with offi-
cials and report violations to pre-
vent the misuse of government
ration rice.

The contact numbers
Rajesh Varika (Karwar) —
9844936617; Manjunathreddy
Huchchanavara (Ankola) —
9449834702; Naveenkumar Naik
(Kumta) — 9980561035; Deeksha
M.M. (Honnavar) — 8147528515;
Shashidhara Honnalli (Bhatkal)
—9591245522; Kavita Patanakara
(Sirsi) — 8892824769; Shekhara
Kalekara (Siddapura) -
8197358804; Raghavendra Gow-
da (Yellapura) — 9449203105;
Sanjaya Lamani (Mundgod) —
9632516686; Santhosha Tondle
(Haliyal) — 8277245007; Gopi
Chavhan (Dandeli) -
7022892289; and Devendra Bha-
jantri (Joida) — 9483806499.

Magadi to host Praja Seva
Andolana on Oct 31

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Gattipura Madhu, State Coordi-
nator of the KPCC Social Media
Wing, announced that a ‘Praja
Seva Andolana’ (Public Service
Campaign) will be held at the Ta-
luk Office on Saturday, October
31.

District In-charge Minister
H.C. Balakrishna will inaugu-
rate the campaign at 10 a.m.

The initiative aims to pro-
vide essential government ser-
vices under one roof, helping
citizens complete administra-
tive work without visiting
multiple offices. Services will
include ration card correc-
tions, issuance of income and
caste certificates, processing
of old-age and widow pen-

sions, assistance with govern-
ment scheme applications and
correction of official docu-
ments.

The campaign will also pro-
vide information about welfare
schemes, financial assistance,
employment opportunities and
subsidised loans, helping eligi-
ble beneficiaries understand
the application process and ac-
cess their entitlements.

Time and cost savings
Applications and document
verification will be facilitated
promptly to reduce delays, save
time and minimise expenses.
The initiative also aims to reduce
dependence on middlemen and
promote transparency in public
service delivery.

Gadag yoga practitioner Sumangala
Hadli receives national honour

CH NEWS, GADAG

Sumangala Hadli, founder of
Nityam Yoga Kendra at Sach-
chidananda Matha in Gadag, has
received the national-level
‘Yoga Jyothi’ award from the
Rotary Global Yoga Organiza-
tion, Bengaluru, in recognition
of her 28 years of dedicated
service to yoga.

The award was presented
during a national-level pro-
gramme held at Sir Puttanna
Chetty Town Hall in Bengalu-
ru to mark Teachers’ Day.

Sachchidananda Matha sec-
retary Ravikumar Reddy con-
gratulated Hadli and praised
her efforts to promote yoga
and serve society without
secking publicity. He said she
had organised several yoga

Sumangala Hadll with the ‘Yoga Jyothl
award

At Nityam Yoga Kendra,
free yoga training is provided
to hundreds of children and
women. Students trained at
the centre participate in dis-
trict, state and national-level
competitions, winning awards
and bringing recognition to
Gadag. Hadli has also served
as a judge at state-level yoga
competitions.

ble to rural communities and
underprivileged children. He
encouraged yoga practitioners
to offer free training to those
in need and highlighted yoga’s
role in improving the health of
women and children.

He added that Sachchi-
dananda Matha plans to ex-
pand yoga activities under the
guidance of Dr. S.S. Hiremath,
vice-president of the upcom-
ing Global Yoga Summit
2026.

The award ceremony was
attended by Mahamandalesh-
war Dr. Prabhakar Nand Swa-
miji and Dr. Yogi Devaraj Guru-
ji, founder-president of the
Global Yoga Organization.

Matha office-bearers, yoga
students, women, social activist
Krishna H. Hadapad and mem-

GADAG PUBLISHES FINAL
ELECTORAL ROLL

CH NEWS, GADAG

The Special Comprehensive Revision of Electoral Rolls
has been completed, and the Election Commission of
India has published the final electoral roll, Deputy
Commissioner C.N. Sreedhara announced.

Following the revision, Gadag district has a total of
7,94,567 registered voters.

He was speaking at a meeting held at the District Ad-
ministration Building on Wednesday to mark the publi-
cation of the final electoral roll and distribute copies to
representatives of political parties.Before the revision,
Gadag district had 9,02,947 registered voters, including
4,47,659 men, 4,55,227 women and 61 transgender
voters. The final electoral roll now comprises 3,98,385
men, 3,96,139 women and 43 transgender voters.
During the revision, officials identified 30,318 deceased
voters, 71,280 people who had permanently relocated
and 13,537 voters registered in other areas. Additional-
ly, 5,192 voters were found to be absent, while 388
names were removed for other reasons.

Speakers’ committee
discusses uniform
rules for Assemblies

HOSTED BY DELHI LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

DATED : TUESDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 2026
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CH NEWS, GADAG

A six-member committee of
Legislative Assembly Speak-
ers, constituted by the Lok
Sabha Speaker, met in New
Delhi to discuss framing uni-
form model rules and proce-
dures for legislative assem-
blies across the country.

Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly Speaker G.S. Patil
participated in the meeting,
representing the state.

The meeting was chaired
by Uttar Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Satish Mahana.
Other participants included
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar,
Delhi Assembly Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta and Himachal
Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania.

Currently, state legisla-
tures follow different proce-
dural rules, resulting in vari-
ations in Question Hour,
Zero Hour, calling-attention
motions, privilege proceed-
ings and committee func-
tioning. The committee dis-
cussed developing compre-
hensive model rules to guide
legislative proceedings na-
tionwide.

Key issues included ensur-
ing transparent, disciplined
and efficient House proceed-
ings, improving Question
Hour and Zero Hour, main-
taining the dignity of the
House, strengthening legis-
lative committees and ex-
panding the use of digital
technology for paperless
proceedings.

Karnataka’s Question
Hour procedures could
serve as a model for
other legislatures

Speaking at the meeting,
G.S. Patil highlighted Karna-
taka’s rich parliamentary
heritage and emphasised that
uniform model rules should
accommodate the distinctive
traditions and established
practices of individual states.

He outlined Karnataka’s
efforts to introduce the pa-
perless e-Vidhan system and
observed that the state’s
Question Hour procedures
could serve as a model for
other legislatures.

He suggested that adopt-
ing effective practices across
states would improve legis-
lative efficiency, strengthen
accountability among elect-
ed representatives and rein-
force parliamentary democ-
racy.

The committee agreed to
consolidate the suggestions
received from its members
and prepare a draft of the
proposed model rules during
subsequent meetings. Once
finalised, the draft will be
submitted to the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha for further
consideration.

The initiative seeks to pro-
mote greater consistency in
legislative procedures while
preserving state-specific par-
liamentary traditions and im-
proving the overall function-
ing of democratic institutions.

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

R Malleshwaram Zone,
Office of the Executive Engineer, Rajajinagara Division,

] BWCC Building, No.161, 1st Floor, 19th Main, 2nd Block,
Near Old Navarang Bus Stop, Rajajinagara, Bengaluru - 560010.

No: EE(RNR)/KPPP/TEND/10/2026-27 Date: 28-10-2026

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Rajajinagara Division, BWCC,
Bengaluru invites Tender from eligible Tenderers registered in
BBMP or equivalent registration with PWD / CPWD or any
State Government Organization for the Work detailed below.

Sl
No. Name of the Work

Design, Finance, Modernization, Development, Operation
and Maintenance of Dr. Rajkumar Auditorium in
1 | Rajajinagara Assembly Constituency, Bengaluru under
Public Private Partnership (PPP) Model for 15 years.
EMD Amount(inRs.): 1,72,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents may be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 2) Pre Bid Meeting will be held
on 09-11-2026 at 3.30 PM in the Office of the Executive
Engineer, Rajajinagara Division, BWCC, Rajajinagara
2nd Block, Bengaluru - 560010. 3) Last Date and Time for
Receipt of Tenders: 18-11-2026 upto 4.00 PM. 4) Date and
Time for Opening of Technical Bids: 19-11-2026 at 4.30 PM.
Further details can be had from the above office.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Rajajinagara Division, Malleshwaram Zone, BWCC.

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Shanthinagara Division, 9th Floor,
Public Utility Building, M.G. Road, Bengaluru-560001.

No: EE/SN/TEND/17/2026-27 Date: 28-10-2026
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal Only)

The Executive Engineer, Shanthinagara Division, BCCC,
Bengaluru invites Expression of Interest from eligible Tenderers
for the work detailed below.

Sl
No. Name of the Work

Empanelment of Agencies and Fixing Rate Contract on
“PER METRIC TONNE (MT)” Basis for Complete
Clearing, Removal, Loading, Transportation, Weighment
and Disposal of Debris from Private Vacant Sites to the
Designated Location as notified by BCCC. EMD Amount
(inRs.): 1,20,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Documents may be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 05-11-2026 at 16.00
Hours onwards. 2) Date of Pre Bid Meeting: 07-11-2026 at
11.30 Hours in the Office of the Executive Engineer,
Shanthinagara Division, 9th Floor, Public Utility Building,
M.G. Road, Bengaluru - 560001. 3) Last Date and Time for
Uploading of Tenders in KPP Portal: 16-11-2026 upto 16.00
Hours. 4) Date and Time for Opening of Technical Bid:
17-11-2026 at 16.30 Hours. 5) Date and Time for Opening of
Financial Bid: Will be Intimated. Further details can be had
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
MATHEMATICS: BETWEEN
GENIUS AND DEPENDENCE

athematics has al-
ways been a lan-
guage of logic, pat-

terns, relationships and rea-
soning. From simple counting
to advanced theories of num-
bers, geometry and calculus,
mathematical thinking has
helped humanity understand
and transform the world. To-
day, artificial intelligence (Al)
is opening a new chapter in
this long journey. It can solve
complex problems, discover
patterns and assist mathema-
ticians in ways that were once
difficult to imagine. At the
same time, excessive depen-
dence on Al may weaken the
very thinking skills that math-
ematics is meant to develop.

Al has already changed
how mathematical problems
can be approached. Modern
systems can perform calcula-
tions rapidly, analyse enor-
mous datasets, recognize pat-
terns and assist in generating
or checking mathematical
arguments. Problems that
might take humans hours to
explore can sometimes be ex-
amined by machines in sec-
onds. This allows mathemati-
cians to spend more time ex-
ploring ideas, asking new
questions and searching for
deeper connections.

One of AI’s greatest contri-
butions is its ability to handle
complexity. Mathematics of-
ten involves enormous num-
bers of possibilities. Al can
explore these possibilities
systematically and identify
patterns that may be difficult
for humans to notice. In re-
search, such tools can help
generate conjectures, test ex-
amples and guide researchers
toward promising directions.

Al can also make mathe-
matics more accessible to stu-
dents. Intelligent tutoring
systems can provide step-by-
step explanations, identify
common errors and offer ad-
ditional practice. A student
struggling with algebra, ge-
ometry or calculus can re-
ceive immediate assistance.
Used properly, this can turn
technology into a powerful
learning companion.

However, there is another
side to the AI revolution.
Mathematics is not simply
about obtaining the correct
answer. It is about under-
standing why an answer is
correct. If students routinely
ask Al to solve every prob-
lem, they may get solutions
without developing the rea-
soning, persistence and prob-
lem-solving abilities that
mathematics is designed to
cultivate.

There is a difference be-
tween using Al as a tool and
depending on Al as a substi-
tute for thinking. A calculator
does not eliminate the need to
understand numbers, and Al
should not eliminate the need
to understand mathematics.
When a student copies an
Al-generated solution without

Dr. Vijay Garg

examining its logic, learning
may become superficial.
Accuracy is another con-
cern. Al systems can some-
times produce incorrect calcu-
lations, flawed reasoning or

convincing explanations that
contain hidden mistakes.
Mathematical truth ultimately
depends on verification, proof
and logical consistency.
Therefore, Al-generated an-
swers should be treated as
useful assistance rather than
unquestionable authority.

For mathematicians, Al
may become an extraordinary
partner. It can search large
mathematical spaces, test con-
jectures, assist with symbolic
computation and help auto-
mate parts of formal proof.
But the human mathematician
remains important in deciding
which questions matter, inter-
preting results and developing
meaningful theories.

Education therefore faces
an important challenge. In-
stead of banning Al or allow-
ing unlimited dependence on
it, mathematics education
should teach students how to
use Al intelligently. Students
should first attempt problems
independently, explain their
reasoning, verify Al-generat-
ed solutions and compare dif-
ferent methods. Teachers can
use Al to create problems,
identify misconceptions and
encourage deeper mathemati-
cal discussion.

The future may not belong
to mathematics without Al or
to Al without mathemati-
cians. It is more likely to be-
long to a partnership in which
machines provide speed,
computational power and pat-
tern recognition, while hu-
mans contribute curiosity,
intuition, judgment, creativity
and understanding.

Al can make mathematics
faster, broader and more pow-
erful. But mathematics can
also teach us something im-
portant about Al: a correct
answer is not always the same
as genuine understanding.

The real challenge is not
whether Al can do mathemat-
ics, but whether humans will
continue to understand the
mathematics that Al does.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cyclone Preparedness
Saves Lives
The recent impact of Cyclone
Arnab on India’s eastern coast
highlights the importance of di-
saster preparedness and public
awareness. Large-scale evacua-
tions and early warnings demon-
strate how timely action can pro-
tect thousands of lives. However,
preparedness must extend beyond
emergency shelters and evacua-
tion plans. Coastal communities
need stronger houses, reliable
communication networks, acces-
sible medical facilities and ade-
quate supplies of food and drink-
ing water. Fishermen and vulner-
able families deserve special at-
tention during emergencies.
Governments must also invest in
resilient infrastructure and rapid
restoration of essential services.
Disaster management should be
a continuous priority, not merely
a response after calamity strikes.
— Sharan

Climate Justice Needs
Action

Climate change is no longer a
distant environmental concern; it
is a growing threat to agriculture,
water security and livelihoods.
Recent discussions on climate
justice have rightly highlighted
the unequal burden faced by vul-
nerable communities. India must
pursue economic development
while strengthening its commit-
ment to renewable energy, water
conservation and disaster resil-
ience. Governments should sup-

port farmers affected by unpre-
dictable rainfall, encourage ener-
gy-efficient technologies and
protect natural ecosystems. In-
dustries must be held accountable
for environmental damage, while
citizens should adopt responsible
consumption habits. Climate ac-
tion will succeed only when pol-
icies translate into practical ben-
efits for ordinary people. A sus-
tainable future demands fairness,
cooperation and immediate ac-
tion. —Akash

Cities Need Better
Planning

India’s rapidly expanding cities
urgently need smarter and more
inclusive urban planning. Recent
national discussions on urban de-
velopment and mobility have
highlighted the importance of
improving public services and
strengthening city governance.
Unplanned construction, traffic
congestion, inadequate drainage
and mounting waste threaten the
quality of urban life. Authorities
must prioritise affordable hous-
ing, reliable public transport, pe-
destrian-friendly streets and ef-
fective waste management. Rain-
water harvesting and recycled
water should become essential
parts of urban infrastructure. Cit-
izens, too, must cooperate by
keeping public spaces clean and
following civic rules. A truly de-
veloped city is not defined by
skyscrapers alone, but by safety,
accessibility and dignity for ev-
ery resident. — Monu

SHYAM SUNDAR
VATTAM

he offering of floral
Ttributes to Goddess

Chamundeshwari, seat-
ed in the Golden Howdah
atop the lead elephant during
the Vijayadashami proces-
sion, is among the most sa-
cred and emotionally signifi-
cant moments of Mysuru
Dasara. It is not merely a cer-
emonial photo opportunity for
dignitaries but an expression
of devotion to the presiding
deity of Mysuru and a tribute
to the cultural and royal tradi-
tions that have shaped the
city’s identity.

Yet, the controversy sur-
rounding this year’s Dasara
celebrations has brought an
important question to the fore:
should there not be a clearly
defined and strictly enforced
protocol governing who can
step onto the podium to offer
flowers to the goddess?

Allegations of a breach of
protocol emerged after a large
number of people reportedly
gathered on the podium
during the floral tribute cere-
mony in 2026. The presence
of several individuals at a mo-
ment that demands solemnity
and order raised concerns
about the dilution of tradition
and the failure to maintain the
decorum expected at such a
prestigious state ceremony.

The issue is not about deny-
ing elected representatives or
distinguished guests the op-
portunity to pay their respects
to Goddess Chamundeshwari.
Nor should it be reduced to a
political contest over who
stood where or who received

b

precedence. The larger con-
cern is the absence, or inade-
quate enforcement, of a uni-
form protocol that ensures the
ritual is conducted with digni-
ty, discipline and fairness.

Mysuru Dasara is not an or-
dinary public festival. It is a
celebration deeply rooted in
the city’s history, religious
traditions and royal heritage.
The Golden Howdah, carry-
ing the idol of Goddess Cha-
mundeshwari, is the spiritual
centrepiece of the Vijaya-
dashami procession. Every
aspect of the ceremony sur-
rounding it must reflect the
reverence it deserves.

When too many people
crowd the podium, the focus
shifts from the deity to the
dignitaries. The sacred ritual
risks becoming a spectacle of
VIP presence, political visi-
bility and official privilege.
Such scenes can also create
confusion among officials re-
sponsible for security, crowd
management and the orderly
conduct of the ceremony.

The state government and
the district administration
must, therefore, formulate a
comprehensive standard oper-
ating procedure for the floral
tribute ceremony. The proto-
col should specify the catego-
ries of dignitaries permitted to
offer flowers, the order of
precedence, the maximum
number of persons allowed on
the podium at any given time
and the duration of each trib-
ute. It should also clearly de-
fine the responsibilities of the
police, district administration,
palace authorities and Dasara
organisers.

The list of invitees should
be finalised well in advance,
with no unauthorised addi-

tions at the last minute. Only
those whose presence is es-
sential for the ceremony
should be allowed onto the
designated platform. A sepa-
rate, clearly marked waiting
area could accommodate dig-
nitaries awaiting their turn,
while trained personnel en-
sure that the movement of
people remains orderly.

Equally important is the
need to establish a transparent
protocol for the Chief Minis-
ter, the Governor, ministers,
elected representatives, royal
family members and other in-
vited dignitaries. The order
should be determined by es-
tablished constitutional and
ceremonial precedence, with
due consideration for the
unique historical traditions as-
sociated with Mysuru Dasara.
The rules must be applied
consistently, irrespective of
political affiliation or personal
influence.

The protocol should also be

communicated to all invitees
beforehand. The police and
administrative officials en-
trusted with implementing it
must be empowered to pre-
vent violations without fear or
favour. Any deviation should
be examined objectively, and
responsibility fixed wherever
necessary.

The controversy also offers
an opportunity to consult the
royal family, traditional stake-
holders, historians and cultur-
al experts before finalising
the guidelines. Their inputs
would help ensure that ad-
ministrative convenience does
not overshadow the historical
and cultural significance of
the ceremony.

Above all, the ritual must
remain centred on Goddess
Chamundeshwari. The floral
tribute is an act of devotion,
not a privilege to be exploited
for political display or public
visibility. The presence of
dignitaries should enhance the

“The goddess must
remain the centre of
attention, as tradition
has always intended.”
SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

dignity of the occasion, not
overwhelm it.

Mysuru Dasara has sur-
vived generations because its
traditions command respect
beyond political boundaries.
Protecting those traditions re-
quires more than ceremonial
arrangements and elaborate
decorations; it demands disci-
pline, sensitivity and institu-
tional clarity.

A standard protocol, consis-
tently followed every year,
would prevent avoidable con-
troversies, protect the sanctity
of the ritual and ensure that
the Vijayadashami procession
remains a celebration of My-
suru’s heritage rather than a
stage for competing VIP
interests.

HOW LONG WILL HUMAN LIVES CONTINUE TO BE SWEPT
AWAY IN THE TIDAL WAVE OF FAITH?

LALIT GARGG

he news of the stampede at the
I public Durga Puja pandal in
Chorbagan, Kolkata, during the
Durga Puja celebrations, which report-
edly claimed 19 lives and left more
than 25 people injured, has shocked
the entire nation. This was not merely
an accident; it has raised serious ques-
tions about our collective insensitivity,
administrative negligence and irre-
sponsible approach towards religious
gatherings. When people visit pandals
in search of faith, devotion, joy and
spiritual peace, what greater irony
could there be than their being denied
even the assurance of safety? The
worship of Goddess Durga symbolises
strength, courage and the destruction
of evil. Yet, when innocent lives are
lost in the very midst of such worship,
we are compelled to reflect seriously
on our arrangements, our priorities
and our sense of responsibility. How
long will human lives continue to be
swept away in this tidal wave of faith?
The most important question is not
merely how such tragedies occur, but
why they are allowed to happen in the
first place.

Stampedes at religious fairs, tem-
ples, pilgrimage sites, festivals and
political rallies have repeatedly made
headlines across the country. Each
time, the lights go out in the homes of
grieving families; children lose the
protective presence of their parents,
mothers are left with empty arms, and
spouses see their entire world col-
lapse. For a while, news reports are
dominated by mourning, condolences,
compensation announcements and in-
quiries. Gradually, however, every-
thing returns to normal. Systems re-
main unchanged, and the stage is set
for the next tragedy. Has the sensitiv-
ity of our administrative machinery
been reduced to waking up only after
a disaster? Can the value of a human
life ever be adequately compensated
through financial assistance or gov-
ernment announcements? When will
we awaken to these tragic and deeply
disturbing incidents that tarnish the
splendour and dignity of our glorious
Sanatan cultural heritage?

Providing financial assistance to the

‘ Faith will be truly honoured

only when every devotee can
enter a celebration safely and
return home unharmed.”

— Lalit Gargg

families of those killed in an accident
is essential. In times of crisis, govern-
ment support can offer some relief
and reassurance to the affected fami-
lies. But compensation cannot bring
back a lost life. A family’s financial

losses may perhaps be mitigated with
money, but who can put a price on the
tears of a mother who has lost her
young son? Who can fill the empti-
ness and heal the fear of a child who
has lost both parents forever in a
crowd? The responsibility of govern-
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ments, therefore, cannot be limited to
announcing relief packages. Their
foremost duty is to prevent the cir-
cumstances that put citizens’ lives at
risk. Providing compensation after a
death is a humane obligation of the
state; ensuring safety before a death
occurs is its indispensable responsi-
bility.

An unhealthy competition for gran-
deur and popularity is also becoming
increasingly evident in religious cele-
brations. Massive pandals, elaborate
decorations, magnificent idols, daz-
zling lights, publicity and the gather-
ing of ever-larger crowds are often
treated as the benchmarks of a suc-
cessful event.

But should the success of a religious
celebration be measured merely by the
size of the crowd it attracts? Should
organisers and committees not under-
stand that the greater the number of
devotees, the greater their responsibil-
ity for ensuring their safety? Allowing
thousands of people to enter through
narrow lanes, with limited exits, ob-
structed passageways and inadequate
safety arrangements, is not a sign of a
successful celebration. It is an invita-
tion to potential disaster.

The Kolkata tragedy has once again
demonstrated that crowd management
is not a mere formality; it is an essen-
tial measure for protecting human life.
Before any major religious gathering,
the venue’s capacity must be assessed
scientifically. Entry and exit routes
should be separate, sufficiently wide
and unobstructed. Emergency exits
must be clearly marked, the movement
of crowds should be regulated in a
controlled direction, and an adequate

number of trained personnel must be
deployed. CCTV surveillance, public
announcement systems, medical assis-
tance, ambulances and fire services
should be readily available. Rain,
power failures, sudden rumours or an
unexpected announcement can alter

crowd behaviour within moments. Ev-
ery event must, therefore, have a
well-defined emergency response
plan, regular safety drills and arrange-
ments for an immediate response to
any crisis. Safety preparations must
begin at the planning stage, not after a
tragedy has occurred.

The administration’s role is particu-
larly crucial in this entire scenario.
The police and local authorities must
not confine themselves to issuing per-
missions or conducting routine inspec-
tions during an event. Before granting
approval, they must inspect the venue,
assess the anticipated crowd size, ver-
ify compliance with safety standards
and ensure the availability of adequate
exit routes.

Entry must be stopped immediately
if the prescribed capacity is exceeded.
Organisers who violate safety regula-
tions must face strict action, and if an
inquiry establishes negligence on the
part of officials, their accountability
must also be fixed.

The influence of a committee, the
prestige of an organiser or the popu-
larity of a festival cannot be allowed
to supersede the law or the safety of
citizens. Without accountability, safe-
ty measures remain little more than
declarations on paper.

At the same time, it would be unfair
to assume that every stampede is
caused solely by administrative fail-
ure. Rumours, pushing and shoving,
the sudden urge to move forward, and
attempts to escape without considering
the safety of others can also turn an
already difficult situation into a ca-
tastrophe. Ordinary citizens, therefore,
have an important responsibility as

well. They must remain calm at reli-
gious venues, follow designated
routes, refrain from pushing, take spe-
cial care of children and elderly peo-
ple, and pay attention to official in-
structions. If a crowd becomes danger-
ously dense, they should avoid insist-
ing on moving forward, seek a safer
position where possible and follow the
directions of trained personnel. Organ-
isers should also raise awareness
among devotees that devotion does not
mean disorder; it calls for discipline
and respect for the lives of others.

The fundamental message of our
religion and culture rests on compas-
sion, non-violence, service and rever-
ence for life. Worship becomes truly
meaningful only when our faith serves
as a means of protecting humanity. If
safety is neglected at a religious gath-
ering, it is not merely an administra-
tive lapse; it is also a departure from
the very values that the celebration
claims to uphold. A society that wor-
ships the Goddess must also ensure
that no devotee loses their life because
of disorder and mismanagement. Faith
does not mean closing one’s eyes and
becoming an unthinking part of a
crowd. It means practising one’s reli-
gion with wisdom, restraint and a
sense of responsibility.

The time has now come to ensure
that every such tragedy leads to an in-
dependent inquiry, clear accountabili-
ty and concrete corrective measures.
Investigation reports should be made
public, action against those found re-
sponsible should be taken within a
stipulated time frame, and safety stan-
dards for future events should be re-
viewed regularly. The central and state
governments must develop uniform
minimum safety standards for major
religious gatherings. Effective coordi-
nation among organising committees,
the administration, police, healthcare
services and volunteers must be made
mandatory. Compliance with these ar-
rangements must be visible on the
ground, not merely documented in
official files.

The Kolkata tragedy is a warning
that negligence hidden behind the glit-
ter of celebration can descend into
darkness at any moment.

The true tribute to those who lost
their lives is not limited to expressing
grief or providing assistance to their
families. It lies in resolving that such
accidents must never be allowed to
happen again. Governments must
awaken, the administration must rec-
ognise its responsibilities, organisers
must place public safety above person-
al prestige, and citizens must allow
wisdom to guide their faith. How
many more tragedies will it take for us
to learn? How many more families
must be shattered before our systems
change? And how many more lives
must be sacrificed before we under-
stand that no festival, no gathering and
no religious belief can ever be greater
than human life itself?
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PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN: AN URGENT

very child deserves a
Esafe environment where

they can learn, grow,
and thrive without fear. Yet,
child abuse remains a silent
epidemic that plagues com-
munities worldwide. It spans
physical, emotional, and sex-
ual harm, as well as systemic
neglect. The physical scars
may heal over time, but the
invisible psychological trau-
ma often lingers into adult-
hood, shaping personalities,
hindering development, and
perpetuating cycles of vio-
lence. Addressing this crisis
requires us to move past dis-
comfort and confront a harsh
reality: protecting children is
not just a familial duty, but a
vital societal obligation.

One of the greatest chal-
lenges in eradicating child
abuse is its covert nature.
Victims frequently suffer in

COLLECTIVE RESPON SIBILITY

silence, paralyzed by fear,
shame, or a lack of under-
standmg that what they are
experiencing is wrong. Young
children rarely have the vo-
cabulary or agency to seek
help on their own. Further-
more, abuse often occurs
within spaces that ought
to offer safety — homes,
schools, or trusted communi-
ty institutions. This betrayal
of trust leaves deep emotional
wounds, making early identi-
fication and intervention crit-
ical to preventing long-term
damage.

Recognizing the subtle
warning signs is the first cru-
cial step toward prevention.
Unexplained injuries, sudden
shifts in behavior, severe
withdrawal, regression, or ex-
treme anxiety around specific
individuals are red flags that
should never be dismissed.

Friends, educators, healthcare
professionals, and neighbors
must remain vigilant and at-
tentive. Dismissing these in-
dicators as simple childhood

moodiness or family privacy
can leave a vulnerable child
in harm’s way.

Ending child abuse de-
mands a comprehensive

approach. First, governments
and legislative bodies must
enact and enforce stringent
child protection laws that
deter offenders and hold

perpetrators fully account-
able. Second, public aware-
ness campaigns must work to
destigmatize reporting, em-
powering bystanders to step
forward without fear of over-
stepping boundaries. Schools
and community centers
should integrate age-appro-
priate safety education, teach-
ing children about personal
boundaries, consent, and how
to identify safe adults when
they need help.
Additionally, supporting
families before crisis strikes is
essential. Economic stress,
substance abuse, and unad-
dressed mental health chal-
lenges significantly increase
the risk of abuse and neglect
within households. Providing
accessible mental healthcare,
parenting resources, and so-
cial safety nets can alleviate
family pressures and foster

healthier domestic environ-
ments. Healing existing trau-
ma through accessible, spe-
cialized counseling for survi-
vors is equally vital to ensure
these children can rebuild
their lives and break genera-
tional cycles.

Ultimately, protecting chil-
dren is a shared moral re-
sponsibility. We cannot afford
to look away or assume
someone else will intervene.
Every voice raised against
abuse helps strip away the
secrecy that allows it to
flourish.

By fostering vigilant com-
munities, strengthening sup-
port networks, and advocat-
ing for robust legal protec-
tions, we can create a world
where every child feels se-
cure, valued, and free to
reach their full potential.

— DENNIS CHRISTOPHER

FROM NICHE SUBCULTURE TO GLOBAL CULTURAL PHEN OMENON

nce regarded as a spe-
cialized subculture re-
stricted to Japan, an-

ime has transformed into an
unmistakable global cultural
powerhouse. Over the last
few decades, this unique me-
dium of animated storytelling
has crossed geographical bor-
ders, broken language barri-
ers, and captured the hearts of
millions across diverse demo-
graphics. Today, anime is no
longer just a trend or a pass-
ing fascination — it is a cor-
nerstone of modern interna-
tional entertainment.

At the heart of anime’s
global surge is its unparalleled
narrative diversity and depth.
Unlike traditional Western an-
imation, which has historical-
ly leaned heavily toward chil-
dren’s programming or adult
satire, anime spans an extraor-
dinarily broad spectrum of
genres. From high-octane
shonen action and intricate
sci-fi thrillers to poignant
slice-of-life dramas and com-
plex psychological mysteries,
there is a story for virtually
every viewer. Anime treats
its audiences with maturity,

offering serialized character
arcs, moral ambiguity, and
themes of perseverance, grief,
identity, and hope.

Visually, anime is equally
distinct. Its aesthetic — rang-
ing from cinematic, watercol-
or landscapes to dynamic bat-
tle choreography and expres-
sive character designs — cre-
ates an immersive world that
live-action often struggles to
replicate. Master animators
and renowned studios have
elevated the art form, proving
that animation is not merely a
genre for kids, but a versatile

medium capable of profound
artistic expression. Movies by
visionaries like Hayao Mi-
yazaki have achieved interna-
tional acclaim, winning Acad-
emy Awards and demonstrat-
ing that animated films can
stand alongside the greatest
works of cinema.

The digital revolution
played an indispensable role
in accelerating anime’s reach.
The rise of streaming plat-
forms simplified access, re-
placing legacy distribution
networks with instant, global
releases. Subtitled and dubbed

episodes now drop simultane-
ously worldwide, fostering
global online communities
where fans can analyze theo-
ries, share fan art, and con-
nect over shared passions.
Additionally, anime’s influ-
ence extends far beyond the
screen into music, fashion,
video games, and mainstream
pop culture, with top athletes,
musicians, and luxury fashion
brands celebrating its iconic
aesthetic.
However, rapid expansion
presents its own set of chal-
lenges. The industry faces

intense pressure regarding
production schedules, anima-
tor working conditions, and
rights management in an in-
creasingly digital world.

Addressing these structural
issues will be crucial to sus-
taining the creative passion
that fuels the industry.
Ultimately, anime’s triumph
lies in its universal human ap-
peal. By telling deeply emo-
tional stories grounded in
fantasy, technology, or every-
day life, anime connects peo-
ple across cultures through
shared empathy. As its influ-
ence continues to expand, an-
ime stands as a testament to
the power of art to unite a
global audience.
—VARSHAKITTY

MORE THAN A GAME: BASKETBALL’S
GLOBAL IMPACT

hat began in 1891
with two peach bas-
kets and a soccer

ball in a cold Massachusetts
gymnasium has evolved into
one of the most dynamic, fast-
paced, and globally influential
sports in history. Basketball is
no longer just an American
pastime or a high-octane spec-
tacle reserved for professional

“As the sport continues

to grow and innovate,

its enduring message

remains clear: a simple

ball and hoop have the
power to inspire,
empower, and unite the
world.”

SOLOMON PRASHANTHR.
arenas — it is a universal lan-
guage, a cultural engine, and
a powerful vehicle for social
transformation.

At its core, basketball’s
widespread appeal lies in its
fundamental accessibility. Un-

like many global sports that
require extensive equipment

or specialized fields, basket-
ball demands little more than
a ball, a hoop, and a patch of
concrete. From bustling urban
courts in Chicago and Manila
to rural schoolyards in Sene-
gal and Lithuania, the game
thrives in diverse environ-
ments. This low barrier to en-
try democratizes the sport,
allowing youth from all socio-
economic backgrounds to par-
ticipate, dream, and connect.
Beyond its accessibility,
basketball is a masterclass in
fluidity and athleticism. It
seamlessly blends individual
brilliance with collective co-
hesion. A single possession
can showcase human poten-
tial at its peak: explosive
speed, precise spatial aware-
ness, pinpoint passing, and
graceful execution under
pressure. Unlike sports with
long pauses, basketball offers
continuous drama, where mo-
mentum can swing in sec-
onds. This dynamic nature
keeps spectators worldwide
riveted, bridging generations
of fans who appreciate both

the artistry of a finesse jump-
er and the sheer power of a
slam dunk.

Furthermore, basketball’s
impact extends far beyond
the hardwood. Over the past
few decades, the sport has
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emerged as a major driver of
global pop culture. The inter-
section of basketball with
hip-hop music, streetwear
fashion, and sneaker culture
has created a lifestyle that
resonates deeply with youth
worldwide. Players have tran-
sitioned from mere athletes

into global icons and influen-
tial cultural ambassadors, le-
veraging their platforms to
advocate for social justice,
invest in local communities,
and promote educational
initiatives.

The global footprint of the
sport continues to expand at
a rapid pace. International
leagues are gaining unprece-
dented prominence, and
top-tier talents from every
continent now dominate pro-
fessional circuits worldwide.
Programs that bring basket-
ball clinics to underserved
regions demonstrate how the
court can serve as a class-
room — teaching resilience,
teamwork, discipline, and
leadership to young men and
women everywhere.

Ultimately, basketball rep-
resents the ideal synthesis of
passion, culture, and commu-
nity. It transcends political,
geographical, and linguistic
divides, bringing people to-
gether around a shared love
for the game.

— SOLOMON PRASHANTHR.

MORE THAN COFFEE: THE
MODERN CAFE SANCTUARY

paced and digitized world,
the local cafe has evolved
far beyond a place to grab a
quick morning caffeine fix. It
has become a vital communi-
ty anchor, a quiet refuge, and
a dynamic public living room.
Whether nestled on a bustling
city street or tucked away in a
quiet neighborhood, cafes of-
fer a unique blend of comfort,
connection, and culinary art-
istry that enriches daily life.
The enduring appeal of the
cafe lies in its role as a “third
place”, a social space separate
from the two primary envi-
ronments of home and work.
In a time when remote work
and digital communication
can lead to isolation, cafes
provide a subtle yet meaning-
ful sense of human connec-
tion. The gentle hum of con-
versation, the rhythmic hiss of
the espresso machine, and the
warm aroma of freshly roast-
ed beans create an ambient
background that fosters focus
and belonging. For freelanc-
ers, students, and creative
minds, a corner table in a

In an increasingly fast-

cozy cafe serves as an inspir-
ing studio and a functional
workplace.

Moreover, the culture sur-
rounding cafes has undergone
a profound aesthetic and culi-
nary transformation. Today’s
specialty coffee shops treat

the bean with the same rever-
ence fine restaurants reserve
for wine. Baristas meticulous-
ly balance roast profiles,
water temperatures, and ex-
traction times to craft bever-
ages that celebrate regional
flavor profiles. Paired with
artisanal pastries and locally
sourced menu items, the mod-
ern cafe experience engages
all the senses, turning a

routine coffee break into a
mindful ritual.

Equally important is the ca-
fe’s role as a neighborhood
catalyst. Independent coffee
shops often serve as gathering
spots where local news is
shared, ideas are debated, and
friendships are forged. They
host art pop-ups, acoustic mu-
sic sessions, and book clubs,
acting as cultural incubators
within their communities. By
supporting local roasters, bak-
ers, and artists, independent
cafes keep economic and cre-
ative energy circulating close
to home.

Ultimately, the cafe’s true
power is its ability to slow
down time. In stepping across
the threshold, patrons enter a
space where they can pause,
reflect, or engage with others
on their own terms.

Whether you visit to re-
charge alone with a book or
to share an hour of warm
conversation with an old
friend, the cafe remains an
essential sanctuary for hu-
man warmth and hospitality.

—MARY VANAJAR.

INDULGENT PERFECTION:
THE TIMELESS ALLURE
OF BROWNIES

ew treats in the world of
Fbaking evoke such in-

stant comfort and nos-
talgia as the humble brownie.
Situated in the sweet spot be-
tween a rich chocolate cake
and a dense fudge, this iconic
dessert has captured hearts
and palates across genera-
tions. From home kitchens
and school bake sales to high-
end patisseries, the brownie
remains an undisputed sym-
bol of simple, unadulterated
culinary joy.

The story of the brownie is
deeply rooted in American
baking history, emerging
around the turn of the twenti-
eth century. Legend has it that
a Chicago baker created the
first iteration to be packed
into lunchboxes for visitors at
the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition. Unlike traditional
cakes that rely heavily on
flour and leavening agents,
early brownie recipes priori-
tized melted chocolate, butter,
and sugar, resulting in a rich
chewiness that set a new stan-
dard for baked goods. Over a
century later, that core identity
remains unchanged, even as

bakeries continue to innovate.

Part of the brownie’s endur-
ing magic lies in its remark-
able versatility and friendly
debate over texture. Cakey or
fudgy? Edge piece or center
piece? Everyone seems to
hold a passionate stance.
Fudgy enthusiasts crave a
dense, glossy texture loaded

with chocolate chunks, while
cakey loyalists prefer a light-
er, crumbly bite. The crackly,
paper-thin top crust —
achieved through the careful
whipping of eggs and sug-
ar — serves as the universal
signature of a well-crafted
batch, uniting both camps un-
der a shared appreciation for
visual and textural perfection.

Beyond its classic form, the
brownie serves as a versatile
canvas for culinary creativity.
Modern bakers regularly ele-
vate the dessert by swirling in

salted caramel, cream cheese,
peanut butter, or fruit pre-
serves. Spices like cinnamon,
espresso powder, or cayenne
pepper are often introduced to
deepen the cocoa flavor pro-
file. Furthermore, the modern
pastry world has embraced
dietary inclusivity, giving rise
to gluten-free, vegan, and
keto variations that retain all
the decadence of the original
recipe without compromising
on taste.

Ultimately, the brownie’s
greatest strength is its ability
to foster connection. Baking a
pan of brownies fills a home
with an irresistible aroma that
invites family and friends to
gather around the kitchen
counter. It is a dessert that re-
quires no pretentious presen-
tation — just a square slice,
perhaps paired with a glass of
cold milk or a scoop of vanil-
la ice cream.

In a culinary landscape
constantly chasing complex
food trends, the brownie re-
minds us that true satisfac-
tion often comes from the
simplest pleasures.

— ANNAB.

LOUD GUITARS, BIG DREAMS:
ROCK BANDS ENDURE

here is an irreplaceable
I magic that occurs when
four or five individuals
step into a room with raw in-
struments and turn static air
into thunder. For decades,
rock bands have served as the
heartbeat of modern youth
culture, channeling collective
angst, rebellion, and celebra-
tion into massive sonic an-
thems. While musical trends
constantly shift toward digital
production and solo pop acts,
the enduring power of the live
rock band remains unmatched
in its authenticity and emo-
tional charge.

At its core, a rock band is
far more than a collection of
musicians playing together —
it is a distinct social unit and a
synergy of contrasting person-
alities. The dynamic interplay
between the driving rhythm of
the drums, the thumping foun-
dation of the bass, the pierc-
ing electricity of the guitar,
and the charismatic delivery
of the vocalist creates an or-
ganic soundscape that cannot
be synthesized by computer
algorithms. This human im-
perfection — the slight grit in
a live vocal performance or
the unscripted feedback of a

guitar amplifier — is precise-
ly what gives rock music its
primal, visceral appeal.
Historically, rock bands
have been catalysts for cultur-
al movement and social com-
mentary. From the British In-
vasion of the 1960s to the
stadium-shaking riffs of the
1970s, the raw energy of
1980s metal, and the brooding
introspective grunge of the
1990s, groups have consis-
tently reflected the hopes and
frustrations of their genera-
tions. Bands like The Beatles,
Led Zeppelin, and Nirvana

did not just sell millions of re-
cords; they defined aesthetics,
influenced politics, and gave
millions of listeners a sense of
belonging in a chaotic world.

In the contemporary era,
critics often speculate about
the decline of traditional rock
music, pointing to streaming
charts dominated by solo pop
and hip-hop artists. Yet,
this narrative ignores the
thriving global ecosystem of
modern rock bands. From un-
derground indie circuits and
DIY garage venues to head-
lining major summer festivals

worldwide, bands continue to
draw massive, passionate
crowds. The digital age has
democratized music distribu-
tion, allowing garage bands
to connect directly with glob-
al fanbases without relying
on traditional record label
gatekeepers.

Furthermore, the experi-
ence of attending a live rock
concert remains one of the
few remaining spaces for
raw, shared human catharsis.
Standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der in a packed crowd, feel-
ing the vibration of a bass
drum against your chest, and
singing every lyric alongside
thousands of strangers creates
a profound sense of unity. It
reminds us that music is in-
herently a communal experi-
ence designed to be shared.

Ultimately, rock bands en-
dure because they represent a
timeless dream of camarade-
rie and creative freedom.

As long as teenagers gather
in basements with amplified
guitars and a desire to make
noise, the spirit of the rock
band will continue to reinvent
itself, proving that true rock
and roll never truly dies.

— ASHLEY SHARANR.
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 Cabinet approves 3% DA hike for
=== central government employees

The Cabinet’s latest decision will increase payments for
millions of central government workers and pensioners,
offering financial relief against rising living costs.

Overcrowded sleeper
bus overturns on
Ganga Expressway

SAMBHAL

More than 20 passengers
were injured after an
overcrowded dou-
ble-decker sleeper bus
heading to Bihar over-
turned on the Ganga
Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh’s Sambhal dis-
trict early on Wednesday.
The bus was carrying
around 150 to 200 pas-
sengers, including
migrant workers and their
families travelling home
for Diwali and Chhath
Puja. The accident
occurred between
430amand5.30 am,
according to passengers.
Eyewitnesses alleged that
the bus was speeding and
that the driver may have
been asleep or under the
influence of alcohol.
The injured were taken to
Sambhal District
Hospital, where medical
teams provided emer-
gency treatment.

Minor Rape Case: Ex-
newspaper owner
gets 10 life terms

BHOPAL

A special POCSO court
has sentenced former
Bhopal newspaper owner
Pyare Miyan, 78, to 10 life
terms for the rape and
sexual assault of five
minor girls. The court also
imposed a fine of ¥77.64
lakh.

The sentences, pro-
nounced on Tuesday,
include eight terms for
the remainder of his nat-
ural life and two life
imprisonments. All sen-
tences will run concur-
rently. His accomplice,
Rabia Bi, was sentenced
to 20 years in prison.
According to the prosecu-
tion, Miyan had been tar-
geting girls since 2014,
allegedly luring them with
promises of jobs paying
%10,000 a month before
sexually exploiting them.
Rabia Bi allegedly facili-
tated the crimes.
The case came to light in
July 2020 after a survivor
disclosed the abuse dur-
ing a counselling session.

Dhubri police arrest 80 in
child marriage crackdown

DHUBRI

Police in Assam’s Dhubri
district have arrested 80
people in 66 cases linked
to child marriage, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Debasish Borah said on
Wednesday. Those
arrested include 54 hus-
bands. Police said the
operation is part of a
statewide crackdown,
and more arrests may fol-
low as investigators
examine the cases.
The accused have been
booked under relevant
provisions of the
Prevention of Child
Marriage Act and the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. According
to Borah, the arrested
individuals are in police
custody for questioning.
Investigators are seeking
further details and trying
to identify others who
may have been involved
in the alleged offences.
“As part of our statewide
operations, we have taken
action here in the state.
So far, 80 individuals have
been apprehended, and
66 cases have been regis-
tered,” Borah told ANI. An
initial count of 67 was
later revised to 64 before
rising to 80 by
Wednesday morning.
Borah said the police
would take further action
if questioning revealed
additional information.

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a 3
per cent increase in dear-
ness allowance (DA) for
central government
employees and dearness
relief (DR) for pensioners.
The decision will benefit
more than 1.17 crore
employees and pensioners,
providing additional finan-
cial support amid changing
living costs.

The increase will take
effect from July 1, 2026,

according to the announce-
ment. The revision covers
approximately 48.54 lakh

central government
employees and 68.71 lakh

pensioners. The move is
expected to raise their
monthly payments and pro-
vide relief against rising
prices of essential goods
and services.

Dearness allowance is
paid to serving government
employees to help them
manage inflation, while
dearness relief serves a
similar purpose for retired
employees receiving pen-
sions.

These payments are
revised periodically by the
government to help protect

the purchasing power of
salaries and pensions as the
cost-of-living changes.

The latest decision means
eligible beneficiaries will
receive the revised rates
from the effective date of
July 1. Since the increase
applies retrospectively,
employees and pensioners
may also receive arrears for
the period between the
effective date and the
implementation of the
revised rates, subject to the
applicable payment
arrangements.

Chakravarthy removes Sasikala as

CHENNAI

All India Puratchi Thalaivar
Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIPTMMK) founder Chakra-
varthy on Wednesday removed
V.K. Sasikala as the party’s
general secretary, citing her
lack of involvement in party
activities after the elections.
Sasikala, a close aide and
friend of former Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa,
took charge of the post in
2026.

Speaking to reporters at the
party headquarters in Valasar-
avakkam, Chennai, Chakra-
varthy said Sasikala had not
participated in party work
since the elections. He also
stated that he had been unable

to meet her. He confirmed
that he had informed the
Election Commission about
the decision.

The removal is expected to
be formally approved at the
party’s general council meet-
ing scheduled for February.
Chakravarthy said a new gen-
eral secretary would be
appointed soon to continue the
party’s activities. He also
announced that the party had
passed two resolutions criti-
cising the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment and the current adminis-
tration.

Sasikala launched the
AIPTMMK earlier this year
after being expelled from the
All-India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (ATADMK).

party general secretary

s LA
RIS SN

The new party selected a
coconut tree farm as its elec-
tion symbol. She also intro-
duced a party flag featuring
black, white and red colours,
along with images of former
leaders C.N. Annadurai, M.G.
Ramachandran and Jayalali-
thaa.

Sasikala’s expulsion from
AIADMK followed her con-
viction in a disproportionate
assets case. Her removal from

The AIPTMMK

m Symbol: A coconut tree farm

B Flag: Black, white and red,
with C.N. Annadurai, M.G.
Ramachandran and
Jayalalithaa

m Next: The general council
meets in February to approve
the removal

the general secretary post
now marks another develop-
ment in her political journey.
The decision’s formal confir-
mation will depend on the
party council’s approval,
while the organisation pre-
pares to appoint a successor
and continue its political
activities in Tamil Nadu.

Allahabad HC orders
CCTYV probe into
lawyers’ disruption

PRAYAGRAJ

The Allahabad High Court on
Wednesday directed officials
to identify lawyers who
allegedly raised slogans and
disrupted judicial proceedings
inside the court premises. The
court ordered the Registrar
(Protocol) to examine CCTV
footage from cameras outside
the courtroom and submit a
report identifying those
involved in the disturbance.
The court described the
lawyers’ conduct as contemp-
tuous and said the matter
could lead to disciplinary
action. Once the advocates are
identified, the case will be
referred to the Uttar Pradesh
Bar Council. The court also
indicated that contempt pro-
ceedings could be initiated
against those responsible for
disrupting the judicial process.
The incident follows a con-
troversy on Tuesday in Court
No. 49. During the proceed-
ings, a lawyer was warned
that he could be sent to jail
and was asked to apologise to
the Superintendent of Police
(SP). The development led to
tensions within the court

The court ordereda CCTV
review to identify
advocates accused of
disrupting proceedings,
with potential contempt
action and disciplinary
measures to follow.

premises and triggered further
protests by advocates.

The Allahabad High Court
Bar Association has written to
the Chief Justice, calling for a
boycott of Court No. 49. On
Wednesday, lawyers again
created a commotion and
raised slogans inside the
premises in connection with
the earlier controversy,
prompting the court to order
an investigation through
CCTV footage.

The order was passed by a
single bench of Justice Arun
Kumar Singh Deshwal while
hearing the bail application of
petitioner Devendra Kumar.
The court’s directions aim to
establish the identities of
those involved and determine
the next steps under disci-
plinary and contempt proce-
dures.

Ex-Bengal minister detained
in MassArt case

KOLKATA

Former West Bengal minister
Indranil Sen was detained by
the Kolkata Police Detective
Department on Wednesday in
connection with alleged finan-
cial irregularities involving
the Mahanirban Road Mass
Art (MassArt) Society. Police
sources said Sen was being
taken from Salt Lake to Lal-
bazar, the police headquarters,
for further proceedings.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari said the
police and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) were acting
within their legal authority.
Defending the action, he said,
“There must be evidence and
that’s why he’s been taken by
the police.” He also alleged
that artists had been exploited,
while referring to Sen’s polit-
ical connections.

The detention follows an

ED investigation into sus-
pected financial irregularities
linked to the society’s organi-
sation of Durga Puja preview
shows. On September 29, the
agency conducted searches at
15 locations across Kolkata,
including premises connected
to Sen and his associates.
Officials said the operation
was carried out with police
and security personnel.

The searches were con-
ducted under Section 17 of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002. The law allows the ED
to search premises and seize
relevant documents or assets,
subject to legal requirements.
Investigators have examined
records and other materials to
trace the movement and use
of funds allegedly connected
to the case.

According to ED officials,
the society allegedly collected

AY LAUNCHES ITI LABS

‘ There must be

evidence and that’s
why he’s been taken by the
police.”

— Suvendu Adhikari, West
Bengal Chief Minister

15

locations searched by the
ED across Kolkata on
September 29

substantial amounts of money
from the public by falsely
claiming to be sponsored by
UNESCO. The funds were
allegedly used for personal
gains. These allegations
remain under investigation,
and the detention does not
establish guilt.

MP plans taller buildings and
economic corridors

INDORE

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on
Wednesday unveiled a devel-
opment roadmap focusing on
affordable housing, high-rise
buildings and economic cor-
ridors at the Urban Growth
Conclave 2.0 in Indore. He
also released the Indore Eco-
nomic Region 2047 master
plan, prepared under NITI
Aayog’s City Economic
Region initiative, along with

sustainability reports from the
Bhopal and Indore municipal
corporations.

The Chief Minister intro-
duced draft policies on afford-
able housing, treated wastewa-
ter recycling and building
regulations. Six memoran-
dums of understanding were
exchanged between financial
institutions, government
departments and industry bod-
ies to support urban financing,
resource management and
investment.

Speaking at the event,
Yadav said, “The demand for
urbanisation is increasing,
and cities must develop in a
planned manner with all pos-
sible facilities.”

Yadav announced that the
state would permit buildings
of up to 100 floors where road
width and other required con-
ditions were met. He said the
move, supported by changes
to floor area ratio rules, could
reduce pressure on agricul-
tural land and create new
opportunities for urban devel-
opment. Earlier, buildings
above 30 metres were gener-
ally not permitted under the
previous rules.

The government is also
planning metropolitan regions
around Indore and Bhopal,
covering six districts each,
with Jabalpur and Gwalior
expected to be included in
future plans.

Vijay launches advanced electrical labs
across 30 government ITIs

CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay on Wednesday
inaugurated advanced electri-
cal laboratories at 30 govern-
ment Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITIs) across the state.
Established in partnership
with Schneider Electric India
at a cost of 35.10 crore, the
facilities are expected to ben-
efit 9,250 trainees annually
across 23 districts.

The inauguration took place
at the Government ITI in
Guindy. During the event,
Schneider Electric India and
the Directorate of Employ-
ment and Training signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing to establish similar electri-
cal laboratories at 40 more
government ITIs. The pro-
posed expansion is estimated
to cost %6.80 crore.

Vijay distributed training
kits to students pursuing elec-
trician and wireman courses.
He also presented cheques of
325,000 each to 15 winners of
the 59th State-Level Skill
Competition 2026, recognis-
ing their technical achieve-

ments. In addition, he felici-
tated 60 students who secured
national first ranks in the
All-India Trade Test.

The Chief Minister noted
the improvement in Tamil
Nadu’s performance in the
national trade examination.
The number of students secur-
ing national first ranks rose
from 40 last year to 60 this
year, moving the state from
fourth to second place in the
national ranking.

Before the ceremony, Vijay
inspected student projects and
modern training facilities,
including welding, robotics,
computer-controlled machin-
ing and laser-cutting equip-
ment. He also interacted with

Skills push

@ government ITIs get the labs

@ 9,250
trainees a year in 23 districts
e Z5.10 cr

cost, with Schneider Electric
India

e more ITls under the new MoU

students with hearing and
speech disabilities undergoing
fitter training at Guindy ITL.
The Chief Minister congratu-
lated trainees preparing for
employment at Ehime Nissan
in Japan through specialised
technical courses and Japa-
nese-language training.

Vijay also handed appoint-
ment orders to 673 candidates
selected as junior training
officers through the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commis-
sion. The initiatives aim to
strengthen technical educa-
tion, improve practical train-
ing and expand employment
opportunities for young peo-
ple across the state.

Vande Bharat

NEW DELHI

Indian Railways is set to
introduce its second Vande
Bharat Sleeper Express, con-
necting New Delhi and Vara-
nasi, on October 31. Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath are
scheduled to jointly inaugu-
rate the new service, offering
passengers a modern option
for overnight travel.

The Railway Board has
approved the service under
train numbers 27421 and
27422, according to a notifica-
tion issued on October 27. The
train will stop at Ghaziabad,
Aligarh, Kanpur Central and
Prayagraj, connecting several
important cities along the
route.

The 16-coach, fully air-con-
ditioned train has been
designed for long-distance
overnight journeys under the
Make in India initiative. It has
823 berths, including 24 in
First AC, 188 in AC Two-Tier
and 611 in AC Three-Tier.
The train has a tested speed of
180 kmph and an operational
speed of 160 kmph.

Passenger facilities include
52 vacuum toilets, sealed

sleeper to launch on Oct 31

gangways and mini-pantries.
The train also features regen-
erative braking technology to
improve energy efficiency.
These facilities are designed
to make overnight journeys
more comfortable and conve-
nient for travellers.

Safety features include the
indigenous KAVACH train
protection system, CCTV sur-
veillance and fire-suppression
equipment. The train also fol-
lows European crashworthi-

ness and fire-safety standards,
including EN 15227 and EN
45545 HL3. Its introduction
is part of Indian Railways’
efforts to modernise long-dis-
tance passenger services.

The new connection is
expected to provide travellers
between the national capital
and Varanasi with an
upgraded overnight journey
option, combining modern
facilities, safety systems and
faster travel.
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EAGLE Force forfeits
Rs70.39lakhassets
in ganja case

HYDERABAD

Telangana’s EAGLE Force
has forfeited assets worth
%70.39 lakh allegedly
linked to a ganja traffick-
ing network in Warangal
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act,
officials said on
Wednesday.

The action followed the
seizure of 147.3 kg of dry
ganja, two vehicles and
three mobile phones. A
case was registered
against four people under
the NDPS Act.

Investigators identified
three bank accounts con-
taining %1.59 lakh, mova-
ble assets worth 7.8 lakh
and three properties val-

ved at approximately
%61 lakh. The assets were
linked to the accused and
their relatives.

Following confirmation by
the competent authority
in Chennai, the properties
were forfeited on October
27 under Section 68F of
the NDPS Act.

Tamil Nadu auto
drivers welcome fare
hike after 13 years

MADURAI

Auto-rickshaw drivers in
Madurai welcomed the
Tamil Nadu government’s
decision to revise fares
after 13 years, saying the
increase would reduce
disputes with passengers
over pricing.

The revised rates set a
minimum fare of ¥50 for
the first 1.8 km and 325
for every additional kilo-

metre. The previous rates,
fixed in 2013, were 25 for

the first 1.8 km and 12

per subsequent kilometre.

Drivers cited rising fuel
prices, insurance costs
and other expenses as
reasons for the revision.
They also urged the gov-
ernment to regulate free
bus travel for women and
provide 10,000 annually
to support fitness certifi-
cate renewals.

SCasks Sanjay Raut
toappearin person
onNov17

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed Shiv
Sena (UBT) Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Raut to appear
in person on November 17
in contempt proceedings
over remarks concerning

Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and the judici-
ary. The court also
directed journalist Nikhil
Wagle to attend the hear-
ing virtually.

A Bench comprising
Justices Aravind Kumar
and Vipul M. Pancholi
issued the directions
while hearing the matter.

The show-cause notices
were issued following a
contempt petition filed by
the Supreme Court Bar
Association. Raut and
Wagle have been directed
to appear before the court
on the next hearing date
to address the matter.

CJP backs INDIA bloc’s November 1 rally
against Chief Election Commissioner

THE COCKROACH JANTA PARTY HAS JOINED THE OPPOSITION’S PLANNED PROTEST, CITING
CONCERNS OVER ELECTORAL ROLL REVISIONS AND THE PROTECTION OF VOTING RIGHTS.

NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), led by founder Abhi-
jeet Dipke, on Wednesday
announced its support for the
INDIA bloc’s November 1
rally against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar and the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. The party said the cam-
paign aimed to protect voting

rights and raise concerns
about the electoral process.
In a statement, Dipke de-
clared, “GYANU MUST GO!
The Cockroach Janta Party
extends its support to the IN-
DIA Bloc’s November 1 rally.
Nation above all!” The party
also called for the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner’s resigna-
tion, arguing that it was nec-
essary to restore public trust
in the Election Commission.

The CJP alleged that the
SIR exercise could lead to el-
igible voters being removed
from electoral rolls. It said
democracy depended on citi-
zens choosing their represen-
tatives freely, rather than au-
thorities determining who
could vote. “The fundamental
principle of democracy is that
people get to choose their
government, not that the gov-
ernment gets to choose its

voters,” the party said.

The organisation also re-
ferred to the vision of Consti-
tution makers, including Dr
B.R. Ambedkar and Jawa-
harlal Nehru, who supported
equal voting rights for adult
citizens regardless of caste,
religion, gender, education or
financial status.

Reaffirming its position, the
CJP said the Election Com-
mission had a responsibility to

‘ GYANU MUST GO!
The Cockroach Janta
Party extends its support
to the INDIA Bloc’s
November1rally.”

— Abhijeet Dipke, CJP founder

protect every eligible citizen’s
right to vote. “Our Constitu-
tion gave every adult citizen
the right to vote. It is our re-

The INDIA bloc,
backed by the CJP

CEC Gyanesh
Kumar and the SIR
of electoral rolls

DEMAND TheCEC’s
resignation

sponsibility to ensure that no
eligible citizen is deprived of
that right,” the statement said.

‘Modi will be back at Red Fort
in 2029’: Nitin Nabin

ﬁ ‘
NEW DELHI

BJP president Nitin Nabin on
Wednesday predicted that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would return to the Red
Fort in 2029 after winning the
next Lok Sabha elections. He
also criticised Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi, claiming
that the opposition party was
nearing its decline under his
leadership.

Nabin made the remarks
while leading the BJP’s “Lok-
tantra Bachao, Arajakta Ha-
tao” march through Delhi’s
Chandni Chowk area. Accom-
panied by Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta, Delhi BJP
president Harsh Malhotra and
party workers, he marched
from Jain Lal Temple to Town
Hall Chowk.

SIR defended

Addressing party workers,
Nabin defended the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, which has

BJP leader Nabin
predicted Narendra
Modi would return to
the Red Fortin 2029,
while launching a sharp
attack on Rahul
Gandhi’s leadership.

faced opposition from Con-
gress leaders in several states.
He said, “Congress leaders
are distressed by the SIR ex-
ercise that seeks to clean up
the voter list, but the BJP is
committed to ensuring that
infiltrators are removed from
it.”

Nabin also accused Rahul
Gandhi of opposing the exer-
cise and questioned his com-
mitment to constitutional
principles. “He has nothing to
do with the Constitution and
his party listens to only what
he or his family dictates,”
Nabin said.

Targeting the Congress
leadership further, Nabin said,
“Congress is breathing its last
under Rahul Gandhi. The way
he is going, soon he will be
the only worker left in the
party.” He reiterated his pre-
diction that Modi would de-
liver the Independence Day
address from the Red Fort
after the 2029 elections.

Hariharan presents first Vande
Mataram vinyl to Murmu

NEW DELHI

A special musical tribute to
Vande Mataram marked a
memorable moment at Rash-
trapati Bhavan on October 26,
as singer Padma Shri Hariha-
ran and Alamelu Mani pre-
sented the first copy of the
premium vinyl album The
Anthem: Vande Mataram to
President Droupadi Murmu.
The event celebrated the
song’s 150-year journey and
its lasting place in India’s his-
tory.

The presentation brought
together four generations of
Hariharan’s family, who con-
tributed their voices to the
album. He was accompanied
by Akshay Hariharan and
younger family members Aria

Akshay and Ahan Akshay. La-
litha Hariharan and Amritha
were also present, making the
occasion a celebration of fam-
ily and musical heritage.

During the meeting, Hari-
haran shared the story behind
the album’s creation and per-
formed Vande Mataram live
before the President. Akhilesh
Jha of the Centre for Gramo-
phone and Allied Studies,
who conceived the project,
explained its vision, historical
importance and collection of
songs. Rashmita Jha and Saji
Pillai of Samanvi Digital Me-
dia also attended the event.

One of the most memorable
moments came when Presi-
dent Murmu listened to the
first vinyl record being played
on a turntable.

19.6 lakh voter forms filed after

1\ A N

MUMBAI

Mabharashtra received a total
of 19,60,258 applications for
voter enrolment, correction of
details and objections between
August 31 and October 26,
following a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. The Election Commis-
sion of India reported that the
applications came from voters
across the state’s 36 districts.

The applications followed
the publication of the draft
electoral roll on August 31,
which excluded more than
2.06 crore electors, account-
ing for 21.14 per cent of Ma-
harashtra’s previous voter
base. The large-scale dele-
tions have drawn attention to
the process of verifying voter

T

details and ensuring eligible
citizens remain on the elector-
al list.

The Election Commission
allowed voters to submit
claims and objections after the
draft list was released. Earlier
this month, it extended the
deadline for submissions until
October 26, giving voters ad-
ditional time to apply for en-
rolment, correct errors in their
existing records or challenge
entries in the draft roll.

Mumbai Suburban district
recorded the highest number
of applications among Maha-
rashtra’s 36 districts, while
Sindhudurg reported the few-
est.

The final electoral rolls are
scheduled to be published on
November 16, officials said.

19,60,258

applications, Aug 31to
Oct 26

21.14%

of the voter base left
off the draft roll

Nov16

final rolls due

Stalin seeks President’s action
over voter deletions

CHENNAI

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) president M.K. Stalin
on Wednesday urged Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu to ini-
tiate steps to remove Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar, scrap the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and restore bal-
lot paper voting. He also
sought a thorough investiga-
tion into the deletion of near-
ly 97.37 lakh names from
Tamil Nadu’s draft electoral
rolls.

In a memorandum submit-
ted to the President, Stalin
called for a reference to the
Supreme Court under Article
143 of the Constitution to ob-
tain an advisory opinion on
the legality of removing
97,37,832 voters during the

revision exercise.

Sharing details of his ap-
peal on X, Stalin said the is-
sues raised were “not mere
questions” but “allegations
that shake the very founda-
tions of democracy”.

“The right to vote is not a
privilege; it is a right guaran-
teed by the Constitution! Ev-
ery vote must be counted.
Every voter’s right must be
protected. We demand an-
swers to our questions! We
demand justice for democra-
cy!” Stalin said.

Earlier this month, a parlia-
mentary party meeting
chaired by Stalin adopted res-
olutions demanding Kumar’s
removal and the scrapping of
the revision process. The par-
ty alleged that the exercise,
conducted in Tamil Nadu, Bi-
har and other states, was
rushed and excluded eligible
voters.

The DMK further demand-
ed a return to ballot paper
voting and the counting of
100 per cent of Voter Verifi-
able Paper Audit Trail slips,
arguing that these steps would
help restore public confidence
in elections.

MP man ‘used AI’ to make fake
liquor; 13 deaths probed

-

A man in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dewas district allegedly used
artificial intelligence (Al) to
learn how to manufacture
spurious liquor, as authorities
investigate 13 suspected
deaths linked to its consump-
tion.

The accused, Ajay Rathore,
allegedly procured chemicals
from a private firm in Indore
and used them to manufacture
adulterated liquor. According
to the allegations, the liquor
was sold between October 6
and 12 in empty bottles carry-
ing labels of licensed brands,
potentially misleading cus-
tomers about the product’s
authenticity.

Police have arrested 10
people in connection with the
case, including managers and
salesmen allegedly linked to

DEWAS
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Dewas: 13 suspected deaths are being
probed in the Madhya Pradesh district

licensed liquor shops.

Of the 10 arrested, eight
have been remanded to three
days of police custody for
questioning, while the re-
maining two have been sent
to jail.

Authorities are awaiting fo-
rensic reports to establish the
exact cause of the suspected
deaths. Samples of the seized
liquor and viscera from the
deceased have been sent for
examination.

The investigation remains
underway, and the allegations
against the accused are yet to
be established in court.

BJP nominates Hardeep Puri
for MP Rajya Sabha bypoll

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday named
Union Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri as its candidate for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha bypoll
in Madhya Pradesh. The elec-
tion was necessitated by the
resignation of former Minister
of State for Information and
Broadcasting L. Murugan ear-
lier this month.

Puri, 74, currently serves as
the Union Minister of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas. His
nomination will enable him to
return to the Upper House of
Parliament, as his existing
term as a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Uttar Pradesh is
scheduled to end on Novem-

The bypoll

CANDIDATE
Hardeep Singh Puri
SEAT

Madhya Pradesh,
vacated by L. Murugan

POLLING
November 12
CURRENT TERM ENDS
November 25

ber 25.

The bypoll to fill the vacant
Madhya Pradesh seat has
been scheduled for November
12. Murugan resigned from
his Rajya Sabha membership
earlier this month, leaving
around four years of his six-
year term uncompleted.

The BJP is expected to se-
cure Puri’s election without
difficulty because of its com-
fortable majority in the Mad-
hya Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly.

If elected from Madhya
Pradesh, he will continue to
serve in the Rajya Sabha
while holding his ministerial
responsibilities in the Union
government.

RAILWAY CHARGING SAFETY

Railways orders night shutdown of train chargi

NEW DELHI

The Railway Board has di-
rected all railway zones to
strictly follow its 2014 order
requiring mobile phone and
laptop charging points in train
coaches to remain switched
off between 11 pm and 5 am.
The measure aims to reduce
fire risks and improve passen-
ger safety during overnight
journeys.

In a letter dated October 26,
the board referred to a recent
incident in the South Eastern
Railway zone, where onboard

staff failed to switch off
charging points during the re-
stricted hours. A passenger’s
power bank reportedly ex-
ploded and produced smoke

while charging, raising con-
cerns about compliance with
existing safety rules.

The board instructed rail-
way zones to inform all con-

Charging points: the night rule

2013
O
Fireinan AC coach of the

Hazur Sahib Nanded-KSR
Bengaluru Express

cerned staff and ensure that
charging points remain
switched off during the spec-
ified period without excep-
tions. It also called for staff
training and surprise inspec-
tions by officers and supervi-
sors to check whether the in-
structions were being fol-

JUNE 2014

off from11pmto5am

NOV 2023

0CT 26,2026

Board orders charging points  Fire in a sleeper coach of the Board tells all zones to follow
New Delhi-Darbhanga

the order strictly

Humsafar Clone Special

lowed properly.

Earlier fires

The original order was issued
in June 2014 following a fire
incident in an air-conditioned
coach of the Hazur Sahib
Nanded-KSR Bengaluru Ex-
press in 2013. The Commis-

sioner of Railway Safety had
recommended restricting the
use of charging points over-
night. The board subsequently
introduced the timing rule for
air-conditioned coaches.
Another major fire occurred
in a sleeper-class coach of the
New Delhi-Darbhanga Hum-

ng points

safar Clone Special in No-
vember 2023, spreading to
adjoining coaches. The safety
commissioner later recom-
mended extending the restric-
tion to sleeper coaches. How-
ever, the Railway Board said
deploying staff to enforce the
rule in non-air-conditioned
coaches would involve high
costs. In March, South East
Central Railway also raised
concerns about charging
points remaining powered
throughout the night, citing
possible fire hazards and theft
risks.
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Rural consumers
cut spending as
Gen Z explores

new products

NEW DELHI
Rural Indian consumers
are tightening household
spending amid rising
costs and slowing income
growth, while younger
shoppers are exploring
new product categories.
The share of rural adults
reporting increased
monthly household
income fell to 14 per cent
in June 2026 from 29
per centin 2025.
However, rural Gen Z con-
sumers aged 18-29 are
expanding purchases,
with monthly buying
across 19.1 product cate-
gories. Spending on
health and wellness rose
36 per cent, while con-
venience-food purchases
increased 27 per cent.
Online influencers also
shape rural shopping
decisions, particularly
among younger consum-
ers, the report noted.

SpiceJet market
share falls below
StarAirin

September

NEW DELHI
Spicelet’s share of India’s
domestic aviation market

fell to 0.6 per centin
September, below
regional carrier Star Air's
0.7 per cent for the first
time, according to
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation data.
Spicelet carried 7.3 lakh
passengers in September,
down sharply from 59.2
lakhin January, amid
financial difficulties and
operational disruptions.
India’s domestic airlines
carried 11.823 million pas-
sengers in September, a
6.49 per cent year-on-
year decline. Passenger
traffic during January-
September fell 0.82
per cent to 122.35 million.
Spicelet has also faced
flight cancellations and a
31 lakh penalty over
alleged deceptive book-
ing practices.

Adani Ports Q2

revenue jumps 24%

AHMEDABAD
Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Limited
(APSEZ) on Wednesday

reported a 24 per cent

year-on-year increase in
consolidated revenue to

Rs 11,340 crore for the

second quarter of finan-
cial year 2026-27, sup-
ported by strong perfor-
rmance across its ports,
logistics and marine
businesses.

The company’s earnings
before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amorti-
sation (EBITDA) rose 23
per cent to Rs 6,807 crore
for the quarter ended
September 30, 2026.
Domestic ports continued
to anchor the company’s
earnings, with revenue
growing 13 per cent and
the EBITDA margin
remaining strong at 72.5
per cent. International
ports recorded significant
growth, with revenue
increasing 71 per cent
year-on-year and EBITDA
rising 3.4 times.

The logistics business
reported 21 per cent reve-
nue growth, supported by
the expansion of its inte-
grated shore-to-door net-
work. Meanwhile, the
marine business recorded
a 57 per centincrease in
revenue, driven by fleet
expansion and the com-
pany’s entry into subsea
services.

APSEZ raised its FY27
revenue guidance by
Rs 1,000 crore to
Rs 44,000
crore-Rs 46,000 crore. Its
EBITDA guidance was
also increased by
Rs 1,000 crore to
Rs 26,000
crore-Rs 27,000 crore.

Jio Platforms shares surge 21%
on stock market debut

The sharp share price surge marked a major milestone, spotlighting
intense investor interest in India’s booming digital and telecom sectors.

MUMBAI

Jio Platforms made a strong
debut on the stock market,
with its shares surging more
than 21 per cent during early
trading on Wednesday.

The company’s market val-
uation crossed Rs 12.50 lakh
crore, reflecting strong inves-
tor interest following its
listing.

According to market data,
Jio Platforms’ valuation stood
at Rs 12,50,586.39 crore
during early trade. The sharp
rise in its share price marked
a significant development for
the company and highlighted
investor attention towards In-
dia’s telecommunications and
digital services sectors.

The strong debut comes as
Jio Platforms continues to
strengthen its position in In-
dia’s digital economy through
telecommunications, digital
applications and technolo-
gy-driven services. Its busi-
ness ecosystem includes Re-
liance Jio, which has played a
major role in expanding mo-
bile internet access and digi-

tal connectivity across the
country.

Jio Platforms has built a
substantial customer base by
offering mobile connectivity
and a range of digital ser-
vices.

The market debut and valu-
ation milestone are expected
to draw attention from inves-
tors tracking the company’s
future growth prospects, busi-
ness expansion and financial
performance. The movement
in its shares will also be close-
ly watched as market partici-
pants assess demand for the
company’s stock.

The surge in valuation rep-

Jio’s debut at a glance

ISSUE PRICE LISTING PRICE
Rs1,119 Rs 1,358
LISTING GAIN MARKET VALUE
21.36% Rs12.5 lakhcr
SUBSCRIBED FRESH ISSUE
22.19 times Rs 30,213 cr

resents a notable moment for
Jio Platforms as it enters the
listed market. However, share
prices may fluctuate depend-
ing on market conditions, in-
vestor sentiment and the
company’s future financial
results.

The development comes
amid continued interest in
major Indian businesses oper-
ating in telecommunications
and digital technology, sectors
that remain important to the
country’s economic and tech-
nological growth.

Rupee rises 4 paise to

MUMBAI

On Wednesday, the Indian ru-
pee rose by four paise to
95.03 against the US dollar in
early trade, recovering mar-
ginally amid continued pres-
sure from global economic
factors.

Forex traders said the do-
mestic currency remained un-
der pressure due to persistent
macroeconomic headwinds,
including a stronger US dol-
lar in international markets
and elevated Brent crude oil
prices.

The strength of the US dol-
lar has weighed on several
emerging market currencies,
including the Indian rupee.
Higher crude oil prices are
also a concern for India,
which depends heavily on im-
ports to meet its domestic en-
ergy requirements.

An increase in crude oil
prices can raise India’s im-
port bill, increase demand for

95.03

rupees to the US dollarin
early trade on Wednesday,
up four paise

US dollars and put additional
pressure on the domestic
currency.

Despite the early gains, cur-
rency market participants re-
mained cautious about the
rupee’s near-term direction.
Global market movements,
changes in crude oil prices
and developments in interna-
tional trade are among the key
factors expected to influence
trading.

The rupee’s four-paise rise
indicates a modest recovery,
although analysts and traders
continue to monitor broader
economic conditions for signs
of sustained improvement.

Market participants will
also watch movements in the
US dollar and international
crude oil benchmarks, as these
remain important drivers of
the Indian currency’s perfor-
mance. The rupee’s direction
is likely to depend on the bal-
ance between domestic mar-
ket support and continuing
external pressures.

Oil prices rise as Houthis target Saudi energy

NEW DELHI

Global crude oil prices rose
on Wednesday after Yemen’s
Iran-aligned Houthi rebels re-
portedly targeted Saudi Ara-
bia’s largest oil refinery with
a missile, renewing concerns
about potential supply disrup-
tions in the Middle East.

Brent crude futures for De-
cember delivery increased by
$1.55, or 1.36 per cent, to
$115.43 a barrel. US West
Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude gained 1.43 per cent to
$101.32 a barrel.

The Houthis said they had
targeted the refinery, raising
fresh concerns about the secu-
rity of energy infrastructure in
the region. However, Saudi
authorities had not confirmed
the reported strike on the fa-
cility, which has a processing
capacity of 550,000 barrels
per day.

The increase in oil prices
reversed part of the previous
session’s losses, when crude

£

) OPEC+ meets on Sunday;
December output targets
expected unchanged

) Talksin Tehranto reduce
regional tensions

) Security of the Strait of Hormuz
shipping route

fell by nearly $2 a barrel.
Prices had declined as diplo-
matic efforts in the Middle
East eased concerns about
supply disruptions, despite
expectations of an increase in
US crude inventories.
Meanwhile, representatives
from Saudi Arabia, Turkey

and Pakistan reportedly held
talks with Iranian officials in
Tehran to reduce regional ten-
sions. The four countries
agreed to continue dialogue
aimed at strengthening their
cooperation on peace and
security.

Market participants are
also watching the upcoming
OPEC+ meeting on Sunday,
where producers are expected
to leave December output tar-
gets unchanged, according to
reports.

The wider West Asian con-
flict has also increased con-
cerns over the Strait of Hor-
muz, a crucial shipping route
that handled about 20 per cent
of global energy shipments
before hostilities began in
February.

Iranian attacks on oil tank-
ers near the strait pushed
Brent crude above $117 a bar-
rel last week, its highest level
since April. Prices briefly ap-
proached that level again on
Monday before retreating.

Noel Tata to exit six Tata boards as he turns 70

MUMBAI

Noel Tata, chairman of Tata
Trusts, is set to step down
from the boards of six major
Tata Group companies on
November 12, when he turns
70, in accordance with the
conglomerate’s retirement
policy for non-executive
directors.

The move marks a signifi-
cant leadership transition
within the Tata Group, one of
India’s largest business con-
glomerates, with interests
spanning retail, steel, automo-
biles, technology and consum-
er products. Noel Tata cur-
rently holds several important
positions across its listed and
unlisted companies.

He serves as non-executive
chairman of Trent, Voltas,
Tata Investment Corporation
and Tata International, among
other group entities. He also
holds the post of vice-chair-
man at Tata Steel and Titan
Company.

Noel Tata

CHAIRMAN, TATA
TRUSTS

Exits six Tata company boards on
November12,at 70

Chairman Trent, Voltas, Tata
Investment Corporation, Tata
International

Vice-chairman Tata Steel, Titan
Company

Stays on the Tata Sons board as
Tata Trusts’ nominee

His departure from these
boards is expected to trigger
changes in leadership and
board appointments at the re-
spective companies.

However, Noel Tata will
continue as a nominee direc-
tor of Tata Trusts on the board
of Tata Sons, the holding
company of the Tata Group.
Tata Trusts collectively holds
around 66 per cent of Tata
Sons, giving the charitable
institutions significant influ-

ence over the group’s gover-
nance and strategic direction.

He will also retain his posi-
tion at Trent Hypermarket
Ltd, a joint venture between
Trent and Tesco that operates
the Star Bazaar and Star Daily
retail chains.

Succession plans for sever-
al of his other directorships
and leadership positions have
not yet been formally an-
nounced. The upcoming
changes are expected to draw
attention to the group’s gov-
ernance structure and the se-
lection of new leaders for key
businesses.

The Tata Group’s retirement
policy prescribes 70 years as
the retirement age for non-ex-
ecutive, non-independent di-
rectors, while executive direc-
tors are subject to a retirement
age of 65.

Noel Tata’s exit from multi-
ple operating-company boards
highlights the implementation
of the group’s internal gover-
nance norms.

HUL bets on rural recovery, premium products

NEW DELHI

Hindustan Unilever Limited
(HUL) is banking on a recov-
ery in rural consumption, pre-
mium products and stronger
sales volumes to sustain its
growth after a strong perfor-
mance in the September quar-
ter of the 2026-27 financial
year.

The fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG) major reported
a 15 per cent underlying sales
growth, its highest in 14 quar-
ters, while turnover reached
Rs 18,071 crore.

HUL Chief Executive Offi-
cer and Managing Director
Priya Nair said India’s resil-
ient economy and healthy
macroeconomic indicators
were supporting a positive
consumption environment.

Home Care was among the
strongest-performing seg-
ments, recording 22 per cent
underlying sales growth, sup-
ported by double-digit volume

growth across fabric wash and
household care products.
Beauty and Wellbeing regis-
tered 16 per cent growth, driv-
en by premium skincare and
haircare offerings. Personal
Care and Foods each recorded
underlying sales growth of 9
per cent.

The company is increasing-
ly focusing on premiumisa-
tion, encouraging consumers
to move towards higher-value
products while expanding its
reach in rural markets. It is
also strengthening distribution
across traditional retail, mod-
ern trade and digital channels
to capture emerging consump-
tion opportunities.

However, rising commodity
prices remain a concern for
the FMCG sector. Higher in-
put costs could put pressure
on profitability even as de-
mand improves. HUL’s earn-
ings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisation
rose § per cent to Rs 4,089

Underlying sales growth,
Q2

22%

Figures: HUL

crore, while its EBITDA mar-
gin stood at 22.6 per cent
during the quarter.

HUL expects the 2026-27
financial year to deliver better
performance than the previ-
ous year, supported by portfo-
lio transformation, stronger
distribution and continued
investments in growth oppor-
tunities. The company aims to
balance expansion and premi-
um offerings with cost man-
agement to sustain long-term
growth.

PRIVATE INVESTMENT GROWTH

Google Cloud brings AI to Indian businesses

NEW DELHI

Google Cloud on Wednesday
showcased how artificial in-
telligence (AI) is helping In-
dia’s small and mid-sized
businesses improve produc-
tivity, streamline operations
and accelerate growth at its
Cloud Day India 2026 event,
which brought together more
than 600 business and tech-
nology leaders.

Google Cloud said Al is
emerging as an important
growth driver for Indian busi-
nesses as they seek to expand
operations, improve efficien-
cy and remain competitive in
an increasingly digital econ-
omy. The company highlight-
ed the role of Al in support-
ing India’s long-term devel-
opment ambitions under the
Viksit Bharat vision.

According to the company,
businesses are entering a new
phase of agentic Al, in which
intelligent systems can anal-

yse business data, connect
workflows and perform tasks
with limited intervention from
humans.

However, many organisa-
tions continue to face chal-
lenges such as scattered data,
outdated technology systems
and uncertainty over returns
on Al investments. Google
Cloud described this chal-
lenge as the “Al Value Gap”.

At the event, the company
demonstrated how its inte-
grated Al ecosystem, includ-
ing Gemini models, Google
Workspace, data analytics
tools and cloud infrastructure,
can help businesses adopt Al
without major technology up-
grades or large engineering
teams.

“Across Asia Pacific, the
businesses pulling ahead are
not those with the biggest IT
budgets, but those turning Al
into a continuous engine for
growth,” said Taru Dahiya,
Managing Director, SMB,

‘ Across Asia Pacific,

the businesses
pulling ahead are not
those with the biggest IT
budgets, but those turning
Alinto a continuous
engine for growth.”

— Taru Dahiya, Managing

Director, SMB, Google Cloud Asia
Pacific

Google Cloud Asia Pacific.

Google Cloud also high-
lighted Indian companies us-
ing its Al and cloud technol-
ogies to improve business
performance.

Apparel brand Siyaram’s,
for instance, has deployed
Al-powered predictive analyt-
ics and inventory manage-
ment tools to forecast demand
across more than 40,000 prod-
ucts. The company also uses
generative Al applications to
simplify marketing content
creation.

India’s space economy poised to scale $44 bn by 2033

NEW DELHI

India’s space economy is pro-
jected to reach $44 billion by
2033, driven by technological
advancements, rising private
investment and growing par-
ticipation from domestic in-
dustries, according to a gov-
ernment factsheet released on
Wednesday.

The country’s space sector
is expanding beyond scientif-
ic research and strategic mis-
sions, creating new opportu-
nities for businesses, start-
ups and investors. Emerging
technologies such as reusable
launch vehicles, air-breathing

propulsion, electric propul-
sion and in-space docking are
expected to support this
growth.

NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL) has signed 118 tech-
nology transfer agreements to
transfer 83 technologies de-
veloped by the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) to Indian industries.
The initiative aims to
strengthen domestic manu-
facturing and encourage pri-
vate companies to participate
in the space sector.

Investment in Indian space
start-ups reached approxi-
mately $618.5 million as of

March 31, 2026. Funding is
increasingly moving beyond
early-stage investments to-
wards larger rounds to sup-
port business expansion.
India is also advancing its
space exploration capabili-
ties. Through the Space
Docking Experiment (Spa-
DeX), the country became
the fourth nation to demon-
strate autonomous docking of
two spacecraft in orbit. The
Gaganyaan programme is
progressing towards human
spaceflight, while plans are
advancing for the proposed
Bharatiya Antariksh Station.
The Union Cabinet ap-

proved the development of
the Next Generation Launch
Vehicle (NGLV) in Septem-
ber 2024, with an outlay of
Rs 8,240 crore. The pro-
gramme covers develop-
ment, three developmental
flights, infrastructure, man-
agement and launch
activities.

The NGLV is designed to
carry up to 30 tonnes to low
Earth orbit, three times the ap-

INDIA’S

SPACE PUSH

NSIL: 83 ISRO
technologies to
Indian industry

proximately 10-tonne capacity
of the LVM3. A partially reus-
able variant capable of carry-
ing 14 tonnes is also being
developed to reduce launch
costs.

The new launch vehicle is
expected to support human
spaceflight, lunar exploration,
interplanetary missions and
the deployment of communi-
cation and Earth observation
satellites.

SpaDeX: Gaganyaan: NGLV:upto30
autonomous towards human tonnes to low
docking in orbit spaceflight Earth orbit
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Drone strike on
Sudan market
kills over100
civilians

NYALA

More than 100 people
were reportedly killed and
dozens injured in a drone
strike on a crowded mar-
ket in Nyala, the capital of
South Darfur, Sudan, on
October 26, according to
Emergency Lawyers, a
group monitoring human
rights violations in the
country. Doctors Without
Borders, also known as
Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(MSF), said Nyala
Teaching Hospital, which
it supports, had received
36 bodies and treated
more than 150 injured
people. The casualty fig-
ures reported by
Emergency Lawyers and
MSF differ, and the final
death toll has not been
independently confirmed.

Womankilled, 4
injuredin
Germany crash

BERGA

A 36-year-old woman
was killed and four peo-
ple, including a 10-year-

old girl, were seriously

injured in a three-car colli-
sion on Germany’s A38
motorway near Berga.
Police said the accident
occurred around 6.10 pm
when two cars collided
while travelling towards
Halle. A third vehicle sub-
sequently crashed into
them, severely damaging
all three cars. The woman
died at the scene, while
emergency teams treated
the injured. The motorway
remained closed until
around 2 am Wednesday.

The accident caused a

traffic jam stretching sev-

eral kilometres. Police are

investigating the circum-
stances.

Heavy clashes
eruptalong
Pakistan-
Afghanistan border

KABUL

Intense firing and heavy
clashes were reported
between Pakistani and
Afghan forces near
Angoor Adda in
Afghanistan’s Paktika
province on Tuesday, forc-
ing residents to flee their
homes amid fears of fur-
ther violence. Pakistani
media claimed Afghan
forces targeted border
posts and residential
areas, killing one resident
and injuring five family
members after a mortar
struck their home.
Pakistani forces report-
edly retaliated with artil-
lery and other weapons.
The incident follows simi-
lar clashes on October
19-20. Relations between
the two countries remain
strained, with disputes
over armed groups and
stalled negotiations rais-
ing concerns about civil-
ian casualties and
regional security.

" India, US reaffirm defence ties,

counterterrorismresolve

They also discussed new opportunities to expand collaboration
in military technology, joint product|on and regional security.

CEBU

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and US Secretary of
War Pete Hegseth have reaf-
firmed their commitment to
strengthening the India-US
major defence partnership and
jointly combating terrorism
during a meeting on the side-
lines of the 13th ASEAN De-
fence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus
(ADMM-Plus) in Cebu, the
Philippines, on Wednesday.

The two leaders reviewed
progress in operational coor-
dination, information sharing
and defence industrial coop-
eration. They also discussed
new opportunities to expand
collaboration in military tech-
nology, joint production and
regional security.

According to the US De-
partment of War, the ministers
marked the first anniversary
of the Framework for the
US-India Major Defence Part-
nership. They also reviewed
the recent bilateral military
exercise, Yudh Abhyas, which
highlighted progress in de-
fence cooperation between
the two countries.

In a post on X, Singh de-
scribed the India-US partner-
ship as a cornerstone of a
free, open and secure In-
do-Pacific region. He said the
meeting focused on the prog-
ress of the 10-year India-US
Defence Framework and ef-
forts to strengthen strategic
cooperation in military tech-
nology, information sharing
and co-production.

The Indian Defence Minis-
try said regional security was

The partnership

TALKS
13th ADMM-Plus, Cebu
FRAMEWORK

10 years, signed Oct
2025 in Kuala Lumpur

ON TERROR

Zero tolerance for states
thatbackit

a key focus of the discussions.
Both countries reiterated their
resolve to address the global
threat of terrorism and
stressed the need for a ze-
ro-tolerance approach towards
countries that support, train or
finance terrorist organisations.

Hegseth reaffirmed Wash-
ington’s support for India’s
efforts to combat cross-border
terrorism, according to the
ministry.

The framework was signed
by Singh and Hegseth in Oc-
tober 2025 on the sidelines of
the 12th ADMM-Plus meet-
ing in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia. It established a shared
vision for expanding defence
cooperation over the follow-
ing decade.

Weak domestic demand puts
China’s economy under pressure

LONDON

Weak domestic demand is
emerging as a major chal-
lenge for China’s economy,
as declining consumer spend-
ing, job losses and the pro-
longed real estate crisis con-
tinue to affect economic
growth.

China has one of the lowest
consumption rates among ma-
jor economies, with house-
hold consumption accounting
for around 56 per cent of its
gross domestic product
(GDP). In many other econo-
mies, consumption contrib-
utes 70 per cent or more. Ac-
cording to an article published
in The Diplomat, China’s
consumption share is signifi-
cantly lower than Japan’s
during the worst period of its
economic stagnation in the
1990s.

The low level of spending
highlights weaknesses in Chi-
na’s economic model. The
country’s annual GDP
growth, which exceeded
10 per cent during parts of the
early 2000s, has slowed to be-

low 5 per cent. At the same
time, rising debt levels have
added to concerns about the
economy’s long-term stabili-
ty.

China’s growing trade sur-
plus also reflects weak do-
mestic demand. Financial
pressures are discouraging
consumers from purchasing
goods, including imported
products.

China’s trade surplus has
reached approximately $1 tril-
lion, highlighting its manu-
facturing strength but also
raising questions about the
imbalance between produc-
tion and domestic consump-
tion. The International Mone-

56%

household spending’s
share of GDP

70%0+

in many other
economies

Sitrn

trade surplus, approx.

China’s trade surplus
sparks global
tension

China’s slowing growth
and weak domestic
demand have driven its
trade surplus near $1
trillion. Heavy reliance on
exports to sustain
production is heightening
international trade
tensions and prompting
higher tariffs from nations
seeking to protect
domestic manufacturing
industries.

tary Fund has warned Beijing
about these economic imbal-
ances.

IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva has
stressed that a country with a
population of around 1.4 bil-
lion cannot depend solely on
exports to maintain strong
economic growth.

China’s continued reliance
on export-led expansion is
also increasing international
trade tensions. Economists
argue that boosting household
consumption and strengthen-
ing domestic demand will be
essential for China to achieve
more balanced and sustain-
able growth.

SUPER EL NINO MAY BRING
WARMER WINTER TO CANADA

OTTAWA

Canada could experience a
warmer-than-average winter
in 2026-27 as a strong El
Nino develops in the Pacific

This climate
phenomenon is
projected to alter
temperature and
precipitation patterns
nationwide.

Ocean, with forecasts also
pointing to drier conditions in
parts of western Canada.

The climate phenomenon is
expected to influence tem-
peratures and precipitation
across the country. However,
scientists caution that periods
of extreme cold, snowfall and
snowstorms remain possible
despite the overall outlook for
milder conditions.

El Nino occurs when sea
surface temperatures in the
central and eastern equatorial
Pacific become warmer than
usual. These changes affect
atmospheric circulation and
can influence weather pat-
terns across the world. The
strength and timing of its ef-

fects vary by region.
According to the report,
ocean temperatures during the
developing event have risen
significantly above the 1991—
2020 average, and the phe-
nomenon is expected to peak
around December. Scientists
say El Nino’s influence on
Canadian winter weather gen-
erally becomes more notice-
able towards late December.
Previous strong El Nino
events, including those of
1997-98 and 2015-16, were
associated with warmer win-
ters across parts of Canada.
Climate scientist Zeke Haus-
father of Berkeley Earth said
current forecasts indicate
above-average temperatures
in several regions, including
central and northern Canada
and parts of the east. Long-

term global warming is also
contributing to rising tem-
peratures.

Western Canada may
face drier conditions
British Columbia, Alberta and
Saskatchewan could receive
less precipitation during the
winter, according to the fore-
cast. Reduced rainfall and
snowfall could increase con-
cerns about drought and wild-
fire risks in areas already af-
fected by dry conditions.

The report cited an analysis
of eight previous strong El
Nino events in which most
modelling groups projected
lower rainfall in the regions
examined. However, the actu-
al impact will depend on local
weather patterns and other
climate factors.

Livestock virus Shamonda
‘causes’ first human death

LONDON

The animal-borne Shamonda
virus has reportedly infected
and killed a human for the
first time, raising fresh ques-
tions about the potential for
viruses circulating among
livestock to affect people.

The virus was first identi-
fied in cattle in Nigeria in
1965. It is transmitted primar-
ily through the bites of tiny
insects known as Culicoides
midges, which can spread
certain viruses among ani-
mals. Shamonda virus be-
longs to the Orthobunyavirus
group and has been associat-
ed with infections in live-
stock.

In animals, infections

linked to the virus can cause
symptoms including fever and
other signs of illness. Howev-
er, information about its ef-
fects on humans remains lim-
ited, as human infections have
not previously been estab-
lished in reported cases.

The reported fatal human
infection marks a significant
development in understand-
ing the virus.

Scientists generally moni-
tor animal-borne viruses be-
cause some pathogens can
cross species barriers under
certain circumstances. Such
infections are known as zoo-
notic diseases. However, the
discovery of a human case
does not by itself establish
that a virus can spread easily

between people.

The role of insect vectors
is also important in under-
standing how these viruses
circulate. Culicoides midges
are small biting insects that
transmit several livestock
pathogens. Their activity and
distribution can influence the
spread of infections among
animals.

The reported case high-
lights the importance of sur-
veillance at the intersection of
human, animal and environ-
mental health. Researchers
and public health authorities
may need further testing and
epidemiological investiga-
tions to establish the extent of
the risk posed by Shamonda
virus to humans.

India, Kenya deepen maritime
co-op via joint training

MOMBASA

India and Kenya have
strengthened their maritime
partnership through joint
training and professional ex-
changes between the Indian
Coast Guard Ship (ICGS)
Varaha and Kenya Coast
Guard Service personnel in
Mombasa, focusing on mari-
time safety, law enforcement
and coastal security.

On the second day of the
ship’s operational turnaround,
personnel from both countries
participated in a maritime
search and rescue tabletop ex-
ercise. Training sessions on
Visit, Board, Search and Sei-
zure (VBSS) and Nuclear,
Biological, Chemical and
Damage Control (NBCD)
were also conducted to im-
prove coordination and pre-
paredness at sea.

The Indian Assistant High
Commission in Mombasa said
the engagements aimed to

ICGS Varahain
Mombasa

| Drills: search and rescue,
VBSS, NBCD

H Third call: after INS Trikand,
INS Tarkash

strengthen maritime coopera-
tion in line with India’s MA-
HASAGAR vision. The ship
also welcomed members of
the local community and the
Indian diaspora, promoting
friendship and closer peo-
ple-to-people ties.

On Tuesday, a special yoga
session was organised on-
board ICGS Varaha, with en-
thusiastic participation from
the ship’s crew and members
of the Indian diaspora. The
Indian mission described the
initiative as an effort to cele-
brate shared cultural heritage
and promote regional harmo-
ny.

During the port visit, the

ship’s Commanding Officer,
Commodore Ramanjeet Singh
Rana, accompanied by the
Defence Advisor at the Indian
High Commission in Nairobi,
met Bruno Shioso, Director
General of the Kenya Coast
Guard Service.

Discussions focused on ex-
panding cooperation through
joint exercises and training
programmes. The delegation
also met Capt William Ruto,
Managing Director of the
Kenya Ports Authority, to dis-
cuss port security, maritime
safety, connectivity and the
facilitation of bilateral trade.

ICGS Varaha arrived in
Mombasa on Monday as part
of its overseas deployment.
According to the Indian High
Commission in Nairobi, this
was the third visit by an Indi-
an Navy or Coast Guard ves-
sel to the East African port
city this year, following visits
by INS Trikand and INS Tar-
kash.

Ready to welcome Flavio Bolsonaro to US: Trump

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
has said he would approve
Brazilian Senator Flavio Bol-
sonaro’s entry into the United
States following his defeat in
Brazil’s presidential election,
while questioning the election
process and expressing sym-
pathy for the senator’s father,
former president Jair Bolson-
aro.

“Well, I would approve. |
think they’re fine people,”
Trump told reporters when
asked about Flavio Bolsonaro
coming to the US. He de-
scribed Brazil’s election as
“very strange” and said he
believed the process had been
handled poorly. However,
Trump maintained that he had
not taken sides in the election.

Flavio Bolsonaro lost Sun-
day’s presidential runoff to
incumbent President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva. The sena-
tor has not conceded defeat
and has questioned the elec-
tion outcome. Lula secured a
victory despite expectations
that the conservative candi-

date would mount a strong
challenge.

The senator reportedly left
Brazil after refusing to com-
ply with a Supreme Court or-
der to surrender his passports
within 24 hours. The order
was linked to an investigation
involving alleged money laun-
dering, which Bolsonaro de-
nies. Authorities had also
raised concerns about the pos-
sibility of him leaving the
country.

According to reports, Fla-
vio Bolsonaro and his family
entered Argentina through the
Tancredo Neves International
Bridge in Misiones Province
on Tuesday.

Trump also criticised the
circumstances surrounding

the Brazilian election and re-
ferred to Jair Bolsonaro, say-
ing he believed the former
president had been treated
unfairly by Brazil’s judiciary.

‘ Well, | would
approve. | think
they’re fine people.”
— Donald Trump, US President

The developments could
add to tensions between
Washington and Brasilia. Lula
has accused the United States
of supporting the Bolsonaro
family’s political ambitions,
while Trump’s remarks have
renewed questions about the
relationship between the two
governments.

REGIONAL CRISIS

RIGHTS BODY URGES UK MPS TO ADDRESS POK ABUSES

LONDON

An international human rights
organisation has urged British
parliamentarians to press Pa-
kistani authorities over al-
leged human rights abuses in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), saying the crisis can-
not be treated merely as a
law-and-order issue.

The UK-registered Jammu
Kashmir Human Rights Ob-
servatory (JKHRO) said the

situation was linked to the re-
gion’s unresolved political

4‘),

status, limited self-gover-
nance and the Kashmiri peo-

ple’s longstanding demand for
self-determination.

Speaking at an online par-
liamentary briefing, JKHRO
Director Yasir Shafaat said
protests that began over the
rising cost of flour and elec-
tricity had developed into a
wider movement demanding
political rights, protection of
identity and the freedom to
determine the region’s future.

According to JKHRO, ten-
sions escalated after Pakistani

authorities banned the Joint
Awami Action Committee
(JAACQC) under anti-terrorism
legislation on June 5, 2026.
The organisation’s human
rights report documented 90
deaths in PoK between June 5
and October 4 amid the unrest.

JKHRO raised concerns
over alleged unlawful kill-
ings, arrests, disputed deten-
tions, missing persons, com-
munication restrictions, dis-
ruptions to medical services

and interference with chil-
dren’s education.

JKHRO urged British MPs
and the UK’s Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Development
Office to seek independent
investigations into reported
deaths and injuries, clarifica-
tion of detention and miss-
ing-person cases, protection
for British nationals and hu-
man rights defenders, and res-
toration of essential civilian
services.

“Economic grievances
could develop into
broader political unrest
when people were
denied a meaningful
role in decisions
affecting their land,
resources and political

future”

YASIR SHAFAAT JKHRO
director
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UP Warriorz secure auction’s
highest buy Molineux at Z1.10 Cr

The 2027 mini-auction in Kochi saw franchises reinforce
their squads, with Sushma Verma, G Kamalini and
Kiran Navgire securing contracts.

NEW DELHI

\ UP Warriorz secured Austra-
| lian all-rounder Sophie Mo-

lineux for X1.10 crore, the
highest price at the Wom-
& cn’s Premier League
8 (WPL) 2027 auction,
B which concluded on
Wednesday with
A all five franchises
completing their
signings.
UP Warriorz,
\ who entered
1\ with the biggest
purse, also
bought Grace
Harris, Sneh
Rana and
Sushma Verma

for 230 lakh each, and Asha
Sobhana for 330 lakh. Kath-
ryn Bryce, Manali Dakshini
and Sahana Pawar joined for
%10 lakh apiece, strengthen-
ing the franchise’s options.

Delhi Capitals signed Kiran
Navgire for X75 lakh, the sec-
ond-highest purchase of the
auction. The team also bought
Kirstie Gordon, Uma Kashvi
and Nazma Khan for 10 lakh
each. Gujarat Giants secured
G Kamalini for 340 lakh and
Ireland all-rounder Orla Pren-
dergast for 330 lakh. Samaira
Raghav joined Gujarat for
%10 lakh.

Royal Challengers Bengal-
uru signed Australian
all-rounder Jess Jonassen for

players in e
the auction pool [;

Highest remaining ‘ Combined remaining |
purse (UP Warriorz) ‘ ?8.15 crore purse across all five teams [F555

%40 lakh, while Chloe Tryon
and Tejal Hasabnis joined for
%30 lakh each. Vrinda Dinesh
was bought for 10 lakh.
Mumbai Indians concentrated
on domestic talent, signing
Shweta Sehrawat for 20
lakh, while Disha Kasat, Lati-
ka Inamdar, Bharti Rawal,
Saanika Chalke and Akshita
Bhagat each joined for 210
lakh.

Several players failed to at-
tract bids during the auction.
Names among those initially
unsold included Priya Mishra,
Saika Ishaque, Titas Sadhu,
Nonkululeko Mlaba, Sophie
Dunkley and Sarah Bryce.
Asha Sobhana, who went un-
sold earlier, later found a buy-
er in UP Warriorz for %30
lakh.

The auction proved selec-
tive, with 40 of the 50 players
reported in the auction pool
going unsold. Molineux was
the only player to cross X1
crore, while many purchases
came at base price. The fran-
chises have now completed
their auction business and will
prepare their combinations for
the 2027 season.

Sports, education ministries sign
MoU to promote clean sport

NEW DELHI

The Union Ministries of
Youth Affairs and Sports and
Education, in collaboration
with UNESCO, signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) on Wednesday to
promote clean sport values
among schoolchildren across
India through the ‘Sports
Values in Every Classroom
Toolkit’.

The agreement was ex-
changed at the National An-
ti-Doping Agency (NADA)
India’s Clean Sport Conclave
in New Delhi. Union Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya and Education Minister
Pralhad Joshi attended the
event alongside UNESCO
South Asia Regional Office
Director Tim Curtis and se-
nior officials.

The initiative aims to intro-
duce values such as respect,
integrity and fairness through
classroom activities, educa-
tional resources and sports-re-
lated lessons. Video modules
under the toolkit will be made
available in 13 Indian lan-
guages to reach students
across the country.

Mandaviya said sporting
excellence must go hand in
hand with integrity and fair-
ness. He highlighted the need
to strengthen anti-doping
awareness as India expands
its sporting ambitions.

According to the minister,
NADA conducted more than
7,000 tests and over 350 edu-

The initiative will bring
lessons on integrity,
fairness and respect

into classrooms
nationwide, using
multilingual resources
to promote ethical
sporting practices
among students

cation and awareness sessions
during 2025-26, reaching ap-
proximately 27,000 partici-
pants. He also said the gov-
ernment was working to
strengthen investigations and
improve measures to prevent
doping-related violations.
Joshi described the agree-
ment as a step towards bridg-
ing the gap between education
and sports. He stressed the
importance of creating grass-
roots opportunities and en-
couraging students to partici-

pate in sporting activities
alongside their academic pur-
suits.

Curtis said the initiative
could reach millions of young
people by integrating sporting
values into everyday learning.
He emphasised that teachers
would play a crucial role in
helping children understand
and practise fair play beyond
the classroom.

The collaboration aligns
with the objectives of Khelo
Bharat Niti 2025, which em-
phasises integrating sports into
education and strengthening
India's sporting ecosystem.

The initiative seeks to build
awareness of ethical competi-
tion from an early age, while
encouraging responsible be-
haviour among students. Its
effectiveness will depend on
how widely schools adopt the
toolkit and incorporate its
principles into everyday teach-
ing and sporting activities.

Reliance foundation
launches nationwide youth
football season

MUMBAI

Reliance Foundation has
launched its 2026-27 youth
football season, bringing to-
gether the Reliance Founda-
tion Development League
(RFDL) and Reliance Foun-
dation Youth Sports (RFYS)
to strengthen grassroots foot-
ball and create pathways for
aspiring players across India.

The season will feature 54
teams in the Under-21 RFDL
and more than 500 teams in
RFYS, with over 5,500
matches planned across the
country. The competitions
aim to provide young footbal-
lers with regular match expo-
sure and opportunities to
progress towards professional
club and national-team foot-
ball.

Now in its sixth season,
RFDL will feature teams in-
cluding Bengaluru FC, FC
Goa, Punjab FC and Reliance
Foundation Young Champs.
The competition will begin
with nine regional qualifiers,
followed by zonal and nation-
al stages, culminating in an
expanded National Champi-
onship.

The league has already
helped more than 250 players
progress to competitions such
as the Indian Super League,
I-League and its lower divi-
sions. In September 2026, In-
dia qualified for the AFC Un-
der-20 Asian Cup for the first
time in 20 years, with 22
members of the 23-player
squad having featured in
RFDL.

Entering its ninth season,
RFYS will involve more than
500 teams across 11 centres,
covering Under-14, Under-16
and Under-18 categories for
both boys and girls. The sea-
son began in Shillong on Oc-
tober 28, with other centres
scheduled to launch in phases
through November and De-
cember.

The RFYS Under-8 to Un-
der-12 programme further
extends the development
pathway, introducing younger
children to organised football
across 13 centres.

India international Sandesh
Jhingan said grassroots com-
petitions provide young play-
ers with valuable game time
and experience of profession-
al environments.

SRI LANKA TO SEND TWO DISABILITY
CRICKET TEAMS TO INDIA

CHENNAI

Sri Lanka’s physically

disabled and wheelchair s,..w.’.g

cricket teams will SEWANIKETAN
jointly tour India 4\ &
for the first time (@ SSZilc-
p
— T

for T20 matches
from October 31

to November 2 at ) T8

Chennai’s CSK Ground.
The series features separate
competitions for players
with physical dis-
@ abilities and wheel-
chair users, pro-
moting coopera-

& 125
) ' tion and shared

resources across
~ formats.

Jaismine, Arundhati lead Indian
squad for Finland boxing meet

NEW DELHI

Commonwealth Games gold
medallists Jaismine and
Arundhati Choudhary will
lead a 14-member Indian box-
ing contingent at the 46th In-
ternational Tammer Tourna-
ment in Tampere, Finland,
scheduled from October 28 to
November 2.

Jaismine will compete in
the 57kg category, while
Arundhati will represent India
in the 70kg division. The
tournament is expected to
provide valuable international
exposure to Indian boxers as
they prepare for future global
competitions.

According to the Boxing
Federation of India (BFI), the
squad includes boxers ranked
third in India's Olympic
weight-category bench
strength, along with leading
pugilists from categories not
included in the Asian Games
programme. The initiative
aims to expand the pool of
athletes with international ex-
perience.

BFI president Ajay Singh
said the tournament would al-
low Indian boxers to test
themselves against strong in-

ternational opponents while
helping strengthen the coun-
try's depth across Olympic
weight categories.

The men's team comprises
Pawan Bartwal (55kg), Hus-
sam Uddin Mohammed
(60kg), Vivek Meena (65kg),
Hitesh (70kg), Akshay
(80kg), Bobin Chauhan
(90kg) and Chetan Choudhary
(90+kg).

The women's squad includes
Tanu (51kg), Aarti Dhariyal
(54kg), Jaismine (57kg), Disha
Vijay Patil (60kg), Ankushita
Boro (65kg), Arundhati
Choudhary (70kg) and Imroz
Khan (75kg).

Organised by the Tampere
Boxing Association, the annu-
al tournament has been held
since 1977 and remains an
established event on the inter-
national boxing calendar. The
competition will feature 10
men's and seven women's
elite weight categories under
World Boxing rules.

Preliminary bouts are
scheduled for October 30, fol-
lowed by the semifinals on
October 31 and finals on No-
vember 1. The Indian contin-
gent will aim to gain compet-
itive experience and strength-
en its prospects in internation-
al boxing.

ASIAN PARA
| GAMES GOLD
MEDALLIST
NEERAJ
YADAV DIES

BY SUICIDE L=

NEW DELHI

Asian Para Games gold med-
allist Neeraj Yadav, 42, has
died by suicide after allegedly
consuming poison at his resi-
dence, with authorities inves-
tigating the circumstances
surrounding his death.

S Satyanarayana, head
coach of the Indian para-ath-
letics team, confirmed the
death. A senior official at
Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital
said the preliminary investi-
gation indicated aluminium
phosphide poisoning. A post-
mortem examination was
completed, and the body was
handed over to the family.

Yadav was reportedly under
emotional stress after missing

the Asian Para Games in Aic-
hi-Nagoya earlier this month
due to a doping suspension.
However, the circumstances
surrounding his death have
not been fully established.

A prominent Indian pa-
ra-athlete, Yadav won three
gold medals at the Asian Para
Games. He claimed the javelin
title at the 2018 edition in Ja-
karta and secured gold in both
javelin and discus at the 2023
Games in Hangzhou. Diag-
nosed with post-polio residual
paralysis at the age of seven,
Yadav initially pursued wheel-
chair tennis before switching
to para-athletics. He competed
in the F55 category, which in-
cludes seated field events such
as shot put, discus and javelin.

TAMPA BAY, FLORIDA

The Tampa Bay Rays defeat-
ed the Milwaukee Brewers
4-3 in 12 innings on Tues-
day night, avoiding elimina-
tion and forcing a fifth game
in the World Series.

The Rays secured victory
with two runs in the 12th in-
ning after Milwaukee had
taken a late lead through
Cooper Pratt’s home run off
Ian Seymour. The Brewers
had been on the verge of
completing a sweep and
claiming their first World
Series title.

Tampa Bay responded
through a determined rally.
Liam Hicks opened the in-
ning with a single off Mil-

waukee reliever Shane Dro-
han. Jonny DeLuca followed
with a single to centre field,
bringing home pinch-runner
Cedric Mullins to level the
score at 3-3.

Chandler Simpson then
singled to load the bases,
setting up a decisive mo-
ment. Pinch-hitter Ben Wil-
liamson hit a ground ball
into right field, bringing
home the winning run and
sealing the Rays’ comeback.

Milwaukee’s defence was
also affected by a throwing
error from third baseman
Joey Ortiz earlier in the in-
ning, giving Tampa Bay an-
other opportunity to build
pressure.

The victory kept the Rays’

Rays rally in 12th inning to
force world series game 5

championship hopes alive
and made them the fifth
team in 26 World Series in-
stances to lose the first three
games but win Game 4.
Game 5 is scheduled for
Wednesday night at Tropi-
cana Field. Tampa Bay will
aim to extend the series,
while Milwaukee will seek
to clinch the championship.
Historically, overcoming
a 3-0 deficit in a best-of-
seven Major League Base-
ball postseason series re-
mains exceptionally diffi-
cult. The Boston Red Sox
were the only team to
achieve the feat, defeating
the New York Yankees in
the 2004 American League
Championship Series.
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