
HYDERABAD

More temple officials have 
come under the scanner of the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probing the Tirumala Tir-
upati laddu prasadam ghee 
adulteration case, with fresh 
names added to the FIR as ac-
cused. 
   On Saturday, the SIT added 
11 more people, including sev-
en Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) employees, 
as accused in the case.    Those 
named include former general 
managers, engineers, senior 
and junior assistants, and tech-
nical inspection staff.
   The newly-added TTD ac-
cused include former general 
manager Jagadeeshwara Red-
dy, retired general manager 
Pranay Kaveri Muralikrishna, 
deputy executive officer Po-
lepalli Venkata Natesh Babu, 
superintendent engineer Peruru 
Jagadishwar Reddy, executive 
engineer Rallapalli Srinivas, 
senior assistant Muddu Venka-

ta Anil Kumar and junior assis-
tant Palle Eeshwar Reddy.With 
the Nellore Anti-Corruption 
Bureau Court accepting the 
SIT’s memo adding more ac-
cused, tension has spread with-
in the TTD establishment.
    Former TTD executive engi-
neer Subrahmanyam, a former 
general manager of the TTD 
Procurement Wing, was arrest-
ed by SIT. With this, the total 
number of arrests in the case 
has now reached 10. According 

to the SIT, he played a major 
role in approving contracts for 
the supply of fake ghee. Inves-
tigators say he and another ar-
rested accused, Chinna Appan-
na, together collected a com-
mission of Rs 25 per kg from 
contractors who supplied adul-
terated ghee to the TTD.
  The SIT’s charge memo 
shows that between 2019 and 
2024, nearly 20.01 crore laddus 
were made using adulterated 
ghee. Out of the 48.76 crore lad-
dus prepared during this period, 
almost 40 per cent were found to 
contain palm oil, palm kernel oil, 
and chemical additives.
   During these years, the TTD 
paid close to Rs 250 crore to 
suppliers such as Bhole Baba 
Dairy (Uttarakhand), AR Dairy 
(Tamil Nadu), Vaishnavi Dairy 
(Tirupati district) and Malgan-
ga Dairy (Uttar Pradesh)
   From these dairies, the TTD 
procured 1.61 crore kg of 
ghee, out of which about 68 
lakh kg has been identified as 
adulterated. 

Tirupati laddu scam: SIT adds  
11 names to accused list 
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QUICK READ
Gangster Bishnoi’s NIA 

custody extended  
till December 5

Australian PM becomes 
first to wed in office

NEW DELHI:  
A Delhi court on Saturday 
extended the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 

custody of deported gang-
ster Anmol Bishnoi for sev-

en more days. Special 
Judge Prashant Sharma or-
dered the extension till De-

cember 5 in the hearing 
conducted at the NIA 

headquarters amid high 
security. Wanted in con-

nection with the killing of 
NCP leader Siddique, firing 

at actor Salman Khan’s 
residence in April 2024, the 

killing of Punjabi singer 
Sidhu Moosewala, among 
other crimes, Anmol Bish-

noi was “removed” from 
the U.S. on November 18. 

He was detained in the U.S. 
in November last year. On 
November 19, Anmol, the 
brother and close aide of 

gangster Lawrence Bishnoi, 
was sent to 11 days of NIA 

custody.

CANBERRA:
Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese married 
his girlfriend Jodie Haydon 
on Saturday, becoming the 
country’s first leader to tie 
the knot while in office. A 
beaming Albanese (62), 
wed the financial services 
worker at a private ceremo-
ny in the garden of his offi-
cial residence in Canberra, 
The Lodge. “Married”, the 
prime minister said in a one-
word post on social media 
with video of him in a bow-
tie holding the hand of his 
smiling bride, who wore a 
long, white dress, as confetti 
showered down.Albanese’s 
dog, a shaggy cavoodle 
named Toto, was the ring 
bearer.

Delhi cops arrest 
Uttarakhand Imam over 

'links' to Delhi blast suspect
HALDWANI

 
A breakthrough in the Delhi 
blast investigation led Delhi 
Police to Uttarakhand’s Hald-
wani, where a local religious 
leader, Maulana Mohammad 
Asim Qasmi, was detained ear-
ly Saturday for suspected links 
to the operative allegedly be-
hind the explosion.

Sources close to the in-
vestigation revealed that 
the breakthrough came 
after Delhi Police de-
crypted crucial data and 
tracked the call detail records 
(CDR) from the mobile phone 
of the suspected terrorist, Umar. 
Around 2:30 AM, a specialised 
team conducted a swift opera-
tion in the Muslim-majority 
locality of Banbhoolpura, de-
taining Maulana Mohammad 
Asim Qasmi, the Imam of the 
Bilali Mosque, and immediate-
ly transporting him to Delhi for 
intensive questioning.

The raid, carried out in Line 
Number 8, immediately height-

ened tensions among residents. 
Following the high-profile de-

tention, security has been 
significantly increased 
across the Banbhoolpura 
area. Local police forces, 

including additional per-
sonnel from multiple police 

stations, are maintaining a 
heavy presence around the 
mosque and the Imam’s resi-
dence. “Since Saturday morn-
ing, every corner of Banbhool-
pura has been under tight po-
lice surveillance,” reported a 
local source. Authorities are 
conducting rigorous checks on 
all incoming and outgoing ve-
hicles, intensifying security 
across the entire zone as a pre-
cautionary measure.

DELHI 
BLAST

IDLI-SAMBAR COULD 
REALLY ‘BREAK’ THE ICE? 

The highly publicized breakfast meeting between Siddu and DKS appeared to merely ‘melt’ the 
ice, as both leaders indicated that the ‘next move’ is now up to the Congress high command.

BENGALURU 
 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
and his deputy D K Shivaku-
mar on Saturday sought to 
project a united front after 
days of uncertainty over a 
possible change of guard in 
Karnataka.

After an hour-long break-
fast over idli-sambar and 
upma at the CM’s residence 
‘Kaveri’ on Saturday morn-
ing, both the leaders signaled 
a truce in their power struggle 
and put up a show of unity, 
saying any decision regarding 
a change of guard would be 
taken by the Congress high 
command.

Addressing a joint press 
conference, Siddaramaiah dis-

missed reports of rifts within 
the Congress, insisting there 
was “no confusion” in the 
government or the party. 

“As far as I know, some 
MLAs want to become min-
isters, so they might have 
gone to meet the high com-
mand. 

That does not mean they 
are against the leadership,” 
he said, adding that several 
legislators had already ex-
plained to him why they 
travelled to Delhi. On the 
breakfast meeting, the CM 
said they both “just had break-
fast” after Congress general 
secretary (organisation) KC 
Venugopal asked him to invite 
DK Shivakumar and AS Pon-
nanna (CM's legal advisor).  

'We have 
no differ-
ences'
Reiterating 
that both he 
and Shivakumar 
would abide by the 
party high command's deci-
sions, Siddaramaiah said, 
“We have decided that we 
will follow whatever the high 
command says. There will be 
no confusion from tomorrow. 
There is no confusion even 
now. Some media reporters 
have created the confusion.”

"The winter session will 
begin in Belagavi from De-
cember 8. We have faced the 
opposition effectively and 
will continue to face them," 
h e  s a i d .  

BREAKFAST 
OVER! 

WHAT NEXT?
Bengaluru

The much-watched break-
fast meeting between Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah and 
DyCM DK Shivakumar has 
reportedly failed to break 
the political ice with both 
leaders stating that the is-
sue now rests with the Con-

gress high command. 
Though they claim 

to have decided to 
present a unit-

ed face before 
the state peo-
ple, both the 
leaders stated 
that they will 
“move togeth-

er as per the 
high command’s 

directions”. 

It's 
just a break 

meeting: Ashoka
Opposition Leader in the 

Assembly R Ashoka, however, 
mocked the breakfast meet, saying 

the meeting had no significance. 
Calling it a “break meeting, not a 

breakfast meeting,” he claimed the 
Congress high command was not 
bothered. “Nothing will come out 

of this. The CM will not step 
down, and Shivakumar 

will not stop try-
ing."

' B J P - J D ( S )  s p r e a d i n g 
 false allegations' 
Taking aim at the Opposition, 
the CM said the BJP and 
JD(S) were spreading “false 
allegations” and making emp-
ty claims about moving a 
no-confidence motion. “They 
are only 60 and the JD(S) is 18. 
They cannot match our numbers. 
We are 140. This is a futile exer-
cise. We will counter their false 
allegations effectively. We have 
formulated the necessary strate-
gies for that,” he said.

We both just had breakfast 
and decided that whatever 
decision the high command 
takes, both of us will obey. 
There are no differences 
between DK Shivakumar and 
me...Some media reporters 
have created the confusion. 
They (BJP and JDS) are saying 
that no no-confidence motion 
will be moved. We will face it.

—Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister

As far as the leadership 
issue is concerned, we 
follow our party high 
command. Whatever they 
say, it is our decision. We 
have been loyal soldiers of 
the party. Today, we 
discussed our strategy for 
the 2028 assembly 
elections and how to deal 
with the opposition. They 
may try to raise many 
issues. We are prepared to 
respond...

— DK Shivakumar, Deputy Chief

You can see what is happening 
in Karnataka, in Bengaluru... 
Nothing will happen. The 
Congress will be united as 
always. They are together now 
in Bengaluru

— KC Venugopal, Congress MP

SOMEBODY WANTS ME AS 
CM: GP THROWS HAT IN RING
Bengaluru: Even as Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramiah and his Deputy 
DK Shivakumar held a breakfast 

meeting to resolve the states 
leadership crisis, Home Minister 

G Parameshwara threw his hat in 
the ring claiming that some peo-

ple even wanted to see him as CM 
and that it is up to the Congress 

high command. On the DKS-Sid-
du tussle, he said, “…Somebody 

wants Shivakumar as CM, some-
body wants Siddaramaiah to 

continue, and somebody wants 
me to be the CM. So you cannot 
stop the aspirations of the peo-

ple," he said.

‘BOTH LEADERS SAID ‘NO 
TALK OF POWER SHARING’

Bengaluru: Congress leader DK 
Suresh has put to rest speculation 

about a power tussle within the 
party, saying Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister 

DK Shivakumar are committed 
to fulfilling their promises to the 

people. Welcoming the CM-DyCM 
meeting over breakfast, he said, 
“There were no talks on power 
sharing as both leaders clearly 

stated, so the issue doesn’t need to 
be discussed.” “It’s their duty as well, 

because they have promised the 
people of the state and they have to 
walk the talk, I’m sure CM and DCM 

will fulfil their promises,” he said.

OPPOSITION

United over breakfast, but divided as a whole: JD(S) MLA 
Bengaluru: JD(S) MLA Nikhil Kumaraswamy on Saturday launched a 

sharp attack on the ruling Congress in Karnataka, alleging that the party’s 
ongoing leadership tussle has come at the cost of governance and public 
welfare. “Today, the Congress is serving idlis. They are united over break-

fast, but, unfortunately, the party is divided as a whole. The people of 
Karnataka are suffering because of this instability,” he said.

‘High command needs to step in to even serve snacks in Cong!’
Bengaluru: Even as the Congress makes an effort to portray an image of 
unity amidst a leadership row, the JD(S) olaunched a scathing attack, stating, 

“The high command needs to step in to even serve snacks in Congress! @
INCIndia. The @INCKarnataka government, which came to power by giving 
false promises of providing good governance to the state and deceiving the 

people, has already split into factions for the sake of the chair in just 2.5 years. 
For the sake of power, they  are feeding their herd of rival-turned-friendly 

MLAs and keeping an eye on them like hawks from dawn.”

Op Sindoor brilliant 
example of civil-military 

fusion: Rajnath Singh
NEW DELHI

 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh said on Saturday said 
Operation Sindoor is a “bril-
liant example” of civil-military 
fusion, where the administra-
tive machinery worked seam-
lessly with the armed forces to 
communicate vital information 
and build public confidence.

He was addressing the vale-
dictory ceremony of the 100th 
Common Foundation Course 
at the Lal Bahadur Shastri Na-
tional Academy of Administra-
tion (LBSNAA) in Uttara-
khand's Mussoorie.

Singh called upon young 
civil servants to understand 
their crucial role in safeguard-
ing national interests akin to 
brave soldiers who always stay 
ready for such critical situa-
tions. He asserted that during 
Operation Sindoor, the armed 
forces destroyed the terror 
camps in Pakistan and PoK in 
a "balanced and non-escalatory 

response, but it was the misbe-
haviour of the neighbouring 
country which did not allow 
the situation along the border 
to return to normal."

While he commended the 
bravery of the soldiers, he 
lauded the work carried out by 
the administrative officers as 
they communicated crucial in-
formation and ensured suc-
cessful conduct of mock drills 
across the country.

‘Civil servants should 
understand their crucial 

role in safeguarding 
national interests akin to 

brave soldiers’

SL declares emergency as 
Cyclone Ditwah toll hits 132

COLOMBO
 

Sri Lanka declared a state of emergency on 
Saturday and appealed for international as-
sistance as the death toll from heavy rains 
and floods triggered by Cyclone Ditwah rose 
to 132, with another 176 reported missing.

The extreme weather system has de-
stroyed more than 15,000 homes, sending 
78,000 people to state-run temporary shel-
ters, the Disaster Management Centre 
(DMC) said.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in-
voked emergency laws, granting him sweep-
ing powers to deal with the devastation after 
a week of torrential rain across the island.

"We have 132 confirmed dead and anoth-
er 176 missing," DMC Director-General 
Sampath Kotuwegoda said, adding that re-
lief efforts had been bolstered with the de-
ployment of the army, navy and air force.

Officials said about a third of the country 
was without electricity and running water.

TN, AP on 
high alert, 

schools shut
CHENNAI: 

The city and its 
neighbouring 

regions received 
heavy rainfall on 

Saturday evening, 
even as the state 

government 
announced 

measures are 
afoot to meet 

any evantualities 
arising out of the 
storm. Cyclonic 

storm Ditwah also 
brought heavy 

rains to the Cauv-
ery delta districts, 
as well as coastal 

districts, such 
as Ramanatha-

puram. A red 
alert has been 
issued for the 

north Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, and 

south Andhra 
Pradesh coasts.
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HK mourns 
victims of blaze 

as search for 
remains continues

SEBI Chief 
calls for 

stronger money 
awareness

Dushara Vijayan 
Joins Cast Of 
High-Octane 

Thriller Kattalan
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B’luru North holds grand footpath walkathon event
BENGALURU

Bengaluru North Municipal 
Corporation hosted the fifth 
“Project Walkalur” footpath 
walk in Thanisandra, covering 
a 7 km stretch from Indira 
Canteen to Bellahalli Cross 
and Hegdenagar Circle. More 
than 100 participants, includ-
ing local residents, civic offi-
cers, and municipal staff, took 
part in the event to inspect 
and enjoy the newly upgraded 
path. The program was inau-
gurated by Municipal Com-
missioner Pommala Sunil 
Kumar, who walked the entire 
route alongside citizens. The 

wife of Revenue Minister 
Meenakshi Seshadri also 
joined the walk.

The Thanisandra footpath, 
designed to be waste-free, 

barrier-free, and safe, was 
praised for its cleanliness, 
beauty, and ease of walking. 
Inspectors recorded obstacles 
at every kilometer and found 

zero garbage dumps, zero 
open urinals, only one broken 
or missing slab, one car park-
ing obstruction, and two 
shop-related obstructions. The 
path’s excellent condition re-
flects close cooperation be-
tween Uttara Nagar Palika 
officials, residents, and citi-
zens, said Commissioner 
Sunil Kumar. He noted that 
BESCOM infrastructure im-
provements were needed and 
promised immediate action.

Project Walkalur, which be-
gan on November 1, has al-
ready completed a total of 33 
km across four prior walks in 
Shivajinagar (11 km), Kora-

mangala (5 km), Jayanagar (5 
km), and Banaswadi (5 km). 
The target is to complete 100 
km across all five urban mu-
nicipalities.

Arun Pai, Project Walkalur 
coordinator, said, “This is an 
example of what can be 
achieved when citizens and 
the government work togeth-
er. The clean, safe footpaths 
are a proud accomplishment 
for the city and the region.” 
Residents lauded the initia-
tive, saying it has made walk-
ing safer and more enjoyable 
while encouraging communi-
ty participation in maintaining 
civic spaces.

HEALTHY STREETS INITIATIVE

QUICK READ
Woman duped in 
Press Club scam, 
accused arrested

Woman seeks RBI help after 
harassment by finance firm

Bengaluru
Bengaluru police arrested 
Shivakumar Nagaranavile 

for allegedly cheating a 
woman, Meenakshi B., by 
falsely promising to make 

her the women’s state 
president of the Karnata-
ka Press Club Council. The 
accused promised her the 
post and the directorship 
of the 2nd Vishwa Kanna-

da Habba in Singapore, 
collecting ₹20.18 lakh in 
stages. Meenakshi, who 

used her savings and wed-
ding ring, was later denied 

the money. When she 
questioned him, he report-

edly threatened her. The 
Govindaraja Nagar police 
traced Shivakumar at the 
airport as he attempted to 

fly to Dubai. Authorities 
are now investigating his 

financial transactions.

BENGALURU

A Bengaluru woman, Ra-
madevi, has approached the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
after facing persistent harass-
ment from a private finance 
company. Four years ago, she 
took a ₹23 lakh business loan, 
offering her property deed as 
collateral, and has been pay-
ing ₹31,000 monthly for the 
past three years. Wanting to 
repay the loan in full and 
transfer it to a cooperative 
bank, she faced repeated de-

lays by the finance company 
for over a year. Frustrated 
with their uncooperative be-
havior, Ramadevi lodged a 
formal complaint with the 
RBI, seeking intervention to 
end the ongoing harassment.

MLA ORDERS CRACKDOWN ON 
BOGUS PROPERTY ACCOUNTS

The meeting urged prioritizing rumble strips, coordinating road work 
permissions, and updating CCTV feeds for improved police surveillance

BENGALURU

MLA M. Krishnappa urged 
strict action against bogus ac-
counts created on government 
properties in Vijayanagara 
Assembly Constituency. 
Speaking at a meeting with 
Bengaluru West Municipal 
Corporation officials, he em-
phasized prompt response to 
citizen issues and controlling 
the influence of agents in rev-
enue offices.

Commissioner Dr. Rajendra 
K.V. assured that property tax 
revisions would be expedited. 
He warned that revenue in-
spectors and collectors failing 
in their duties would face 
strict action. Officials were 
also instructed to monitor un-

authorized paying guests in 
coordination with the police 
and take necessary enforce-
ment steps.

The meeting highlighted 
accident-prone areas, direct-
ing officers to prioritize in-
stalling rumble strips where 
needed. BESCOM and the 
Water Board were told to seek 

prior permission before any 
road cutting work and share 
plans with the divisional engi-
neer. CCTV cameras installed 
earlier will be updated, with 
live feeds sent to police sta-
tions for enhanced surveil-
lance. Attention was also giv-
en to unauthorized business 
licenses, hospitals, and illegal 

banners and flexes, which are 
to be removed immediately. A 
city beautification campaign 
will be launched after Decem-
ber 15. White topping work in 
Hosahalli was reviewed, and 
officials were urged to accel-
erate progress for timely com-
pletion.

Additional Commissioner 
of Development Digvijay 
Bodke, Additional Commis-
sioner of Revenue Manjuna-
tha Swamy, Joint Commis-
sioner Sangappa, Chief Engi-
neer, Executive Engineer, and 
revenue officers attended the 
meeting alongside other offi-
cials, ensuring coordinated 
action across departments to 
implement the MLA’s direc-
tives efficiently.

Commercial tax raid 
uncovers ₹100 crore 

evasion in B’luru
BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s Commercial Tax 
Department has uncovered 
hidden transactions worth Rs 
100 crore in a major crack-
down on tax evasion, officials 
said. The Enforcement Divi-
sion (South Zone) carried out 
more than 500 inspections 
across Chikkapet, Avenue 
Road, BVK Iyengar Road, 
J.C. Road, and S.P. Road in 
the city’s central zone.

Investigators found that 
traders were buying goods 
such as electronics, auto parts, 
gift items, dry fruits, iron, ce-
ment, and hardware from Del-
hi and other regions without 
bills, and selling them without 
issuing proper tax invoices. 
Many traders were inflating 
bills to help contractors claim 
input tax, while goods were 
directly sold to end consum-
ers, exposing a complex tax 
evasion network.

Officials also discovered 
businesses operating without 
GST registration despite tax-
able turnover exceeding Rs 40 
lakh. Such traders have been 
warned and instructed to reg-
ister under GST immediately.

In addition, strict monitor-
ing of railway freight revealed 
nearly 1,000 bags of gutka, 
pan masala, and dry fruits be-
ing transported without prop-
er documents at Yeshwantpur 
railway station. 

Around 75 goods vehicles 

carrying iron scrap without 
valid tax bills were also 
seized.

“The operation has exposed 
extensive tax evasion, with 
local traders concealing trans-
actions and misusing invoic-
es. Investigations, document 
verification, and data analysis 
are ongoing,” the Commercial 
Tax Department said.

Authorities emphasized 
that strict legal action will 
be taken against all those 
found violating tax laws, in-
cluding issuing false bills or 
evading GST, to ensure 
compliance and protect gov-
ernment revenue.

Investigators found 
traders buying goods 
without bills, selling 

without invoices, 
inflating bills for 
contractors, and 
selling directly to 

consumers, revealing a 
complex tax evasion 

network

The MLA said a strong GP provides essential facilities, and fair, honest 
representatives gain lasting community respect without political bias

Village growth depends on 
strong Panchayat devpt: MLA

BENGALURU

MLA S.T. Somashekhar said 
that the progress of every vil-
lage depends on continuous 
development in its area. He 
spoke after inaugurating the 
second-floor extension of the 
Sulikere Gram Panchayat 
building in Yeshwantpur as-
sembly constituency.

The MLA noted that a 
well-developed Gram Pancha-
yat ensures access to essential 
facilities for all villages under 
its jurisdiction. He added that 
representatives who serve the 
people fairly and honestly, 
without political bias, earn 
lasting respect from the com-
munity.

During the event, uniforms 
were also distributed to the 
Gram Panchayat staff, recog-
nizing their contribution to 
local administration.

Sulikere Gram Panchayat 
President Chikkanna, former 

presidents Ramachandra B.V., 
Saubhagya Umesh, Shobha 
Thimmegowda, Saraswathi 
Siddharaju, members Raman-
na, Muni Lakshmi, Manju-
nath, Muralidhar, Executive 
Officer Narayan L., PDO 
Veerabhadra Swamy B.C., 
Secretary Umadevi, and sev-
eral others attended the inau-
guration.

The MLA emphasized that 
grassroots development 
through strengthened Pancha-
yats plays a pivotal role in 
improving rural infrastructure 

and public services. Invest-
ments in Panchayat buildings 
and staff support, he said, di-
rectly benefit local residents 
and encourage inclusive 
growth.

Somashekhar urged local 
authorities to continue their 
efforts in enhancing public 
amenities, stating that con-
sistent development initia-
tives create a foundation for 
sustained progress in villag-
es and strengthen trust be-
tween elected officials and 
citizens.

Kannada thrives through 
daily practice, not flags: 

Singer Thimmaraju
BENGALURU

Kannada language will flour-
ish only if its values are prac-
ticed daily, not merely by dis-
playing flags, said folk singer 
Appagere Thimmaraju. He 
spoke at the “Zen Kannada 
Vaibhav” Kannada Rajyotsa-
va program held at Zen Inter-
national Public School and 
Zen Inspired Pre School on 
Andrahalli Main Road.

Thimmaraju emphasized 
that adopting the principles of 
El Kannada Tai, Bal Kannada 
Tai, and Hal Kannada Tai in 
daily life is essential for pre-
serving Kannada. He added 
that communication should be 
respectful, reflecting the re-
spect owed to the language 
itself.

The school’s founder, Acha-
rya K. Venkatesh, highlighted 
Kannada’s rich 3,000-year 
history and its significance in 
shaping children’s cultural 
identity. He urged educators 
and parents to instill pride in 
the mother tongue and ensure 
its global recognition.

The program featured 
Thimmaraju entertaining the 
audience with folk songs, 
along with cultural and mate-
rial exhibitions. A costume 
show where students wore 
traditional attire from various 
districts was a particular high-
light, drawing admiration 
from attendees.

The event was attended by 
Karyadharshi Sudhamurthy 
Mataji, Ranjit B.R., Dr. T. 
Ranganath, Principal of Acha-
rya College, Vijayalakshmi, 
Principal of Zen School, Head 
Teacher Sasikala, Executive 
Director Latha, school man-
agement, teachers, parents, 
and students. Through such 
programs, the school aims to 
blend Zen’s philosophy of 
meditation and reflection with 
cultural education, nurturing 
children who respect their 
roots while growing in a glo-
balized world.

This celebration underlined 
that Kannada thrives when 
practiced, respected, and lived 
daily, rather than through 
symbolic gestures alone.

Teach patriotism alongside 
education, says MLA Muniraju
BENGALURU

MLA S Muniraju urged 
schools and colleges to instill 
patriotism and cultural aware-
ness in students alongside ac-
ademic learning. He spoke at 
the Chakravyuha-2025 pro-
gram organized by Bagal-
gunte Vidya Purna Prajna PU 
College.

Highlighting growing youth 
interest in English culture, 
Muniraju expressed concern 
over declining engagement 
with India’s indigenous tradi-
tions. He emphasized that In-
dia’s foundation rests on San-
atan Dharma and called on 
educators to actively nurture 
students’ love for the nation 
and its heritage.

The program also recog-
nized outstanding teachers 
from various schools. Ranga-
karmi Mysore Ramanand was 
felicitated for contributions to 
education and culture.

The event was attended by 

Vidya Purna Pragya Vidyasa-
ha Principal M.N. Umesh Ku-
mar, Secretary Gopal Sub-
baraya, Joint Secretary G.V. 
Krishna, Academic Director 
Praveen Kumar, along with 
college leaders, faculty mem-
bers, and students.

Muniraju stressed that edu-
cation should go beyond aca-
demics, preparing students to 
value their roots, respect cul-
tural traditions, and develop a 
sense of national pride. Pro-
grams like Chakravyuha-2025 
aim to combine learning with 
cultural awareness, motivat-
ing the youth to remain con-
nected to India’s heritage 
while achieving academic 
excellence.

The MLA’s remarks under-
scored the importance of cre-
ating a balanced education 
s y s t e m  t h a t  p r o d u c e s 
well-rounded individuals who 
are not only knowledgeable 
but also culturally rooted and 
patriotic.

BENGALURU

A massive cleaning operation 
was conducted across six as-
sembly constituencies under 
the Bangalore Central Munic-
ipal Corporation, starting 
from 6 am. Commissioner 
Rajendra Cholan personally 
visited the ongoing drive in 
Indiranagar at 7 am to inspect 
and guide the efforts.

During his inspection, the 
Commissioner instructed offi-
cials to remove unused items 
lying on roadsides, abandoned 
vehicles, and small shops that 
were not in use. He also di-
rected that garbage accumu-
lated in vacant plots be 
cleared immediately and fines 
imposed on the owners for 
negligence. Several potholes 
were also repaired on the 
spot, ensuring smoother and 
safer roads for commuters.

Cholan interacted warmly 
with sanitation and civic 
workers, asking about their 

skills, daily challenges, and 
work conditions. He shared 
tea with them, listened atten-
tively to their grievances, and 
urged authorities to address 
their problems promptly. His 
visit highlighted the impor-
tance of respecting the efforts 
of the city’s sanitation work-
force while improving civic 
facilities.

The mass cleaning drive in-
volved a coordinated effort 
from municipal staff, sanita-
tion workers, and local au-
thorities. The operation aimed 
not only to remove garbage 
and debris but also to instill a 
sense of cleanliness and re-
sponsibility among residents.

Officials emphasized that 
the drive is part of a larger 
initiative to maintain city hy-
giene and ensure public safe-
ty. Regular monitoring and 
follow-up actions will be tak-
en to keep streets clean, im-
prove drainage, and maintain 
public spaces. 

Bengaluru Central launches 
major city cleaning drive

Admin deploys medical teams after 
Falcon City illness spike

BENGALURU

Bengaluru South Municipal 
Corporation acted swiftly af-
ter reports of intestinal dis-
ease cases emerged in the 
Vasantapura ward’s Falcon 
City residential complex. A 
resident alerted authorities on 
November 12, prompting an 
immediate inspection by se-
nior health officials,  a 
20-member medical team, and 
support staff. Between Octo-
ber 6 and November 12, 3–4 
patients visited the Apollo 
Hospital clinic in the complex 
daily for treatment.

To contain the outbreak, the 
Corporation organized first-
aid camps with four medical 
teams between November 12 
and 27. Health education ses-
sions were conducted for res-
idents, and around 177 people 
received treatment at local 
and nearby hospitals. Water 
supply in the complex was 

carefully inspected, with sam-
ples collected from individual 
flats and storage tanks and 
sent to the Public Health 
Agency for testing. The man-
agement was issued a notice 
to purify and maintain water 
sources as per World Health 
Organization standards.

On November 20, Banga-
lore Rural MP Dr. C.N. Man-
junath and MLA M. Krish-
nappa visited the site, met 
with officials, and addressed 
public concerns. They advised 
residents to follow health pre-
cautions and avoid organizing 
gatherings until the situation 
is resolved.

Tragically, on November 
27, an eight-year-old child 

passed away due to Nephrotic 
S y n d r o m e  w i t h  a 
multi-drug-resistant bacterial 
infection. The child had been 
on steroid medication for two 
years and suffered diarrhea 
for several days.

A permanent team of doc-
tors has now been deployed to 
the complex to provide ongo-
ing health services and edu-
cate residents about hygiene 
and preventive care. Officials 
emphasized the importance of 
safe water practices and time-
ly medical attention to pre-
vent further cases.

The Corporation continues 
close monitoring and urges 
residents to cooperate fully 
with health guidelines.



BENGALURU 

Former MP and Bamul Presi-
dent DK Suresh clarified that 
his recent remarks have been 
misrepresented in the media. 
Speaking to reporters in Del-
hi, he said, “What I said was 
different, my statement has 
been distorted. You are show-
ing something different than 
what I actually said.”

Suresh emphasized that he 
did not wish to comment fur-
ther after the Chief Minister 
(CM) and Deputy Chief Min-
ister (DCM) held a 
meeting. “I have 
nothing to say after 
the CM and DCM 
met. It is their duty 
to meet and show 
unity. They have 
given their word to 
the people of the state, and 
they will act accordingly,” he 
said. He added that he came 
to Delhi for a private program 
and hoped to meet senior par-
ty leaders if time allowed. 
“Since it is Saturday and Sun-
day, the meeting is doubtful. 
The high command has said 
they will meet if possible,” he 
explained.

The senior Congress leader 
also referred to recent reports 

about CM-DCM unity, clari-
fying that he respects the pro-
cess and does not want to 
make any personal comments 
at this stage. Suresh’s state-
ment comes amid ongoing 

political discussions 
within the party, fol-
lowing public attention 
on the relationship be-
tween state leaders.

He stressed the im-
portance of following 
party protocols and 

avoiding personal interpreta-
tions of his remarks. Suresh 
reaffirmed that his position 
aligns with the party’s direc-
tion and that he intends to 
meet party seniors to discuss 
matters privately.

His clarification is seen as 
an effort to avoid further mis-
reporting and maintain inter-
nal party cohesion ahead of 
upcoming meetings and polit-
ical planning.

HD Kumaraswamy slams caste politics in Karnataka
BENGALURU

Union Minister HD Kumaras-
wamy criticized ongoing 
caste-based politics and the 
Congress leadership tussle in 
Karnataka, saying it harms 
the state and not the party. 
Speaking to the media at a 
private hotel, he emphasized 
that he never sought help 
from religious leaders during 
his tenure as Chief Minister.

“I became CM twice. I did 
not ask for help from the 

matadhis when I lost power. 
I am not talking about the 
Vokkaliga community or any 
other community,” 
H D K  s a i d .  H e 
stressed that politi-
cizing caste and mis-
using religious spac-
es damages societal 
harmony. “This is 
not a loss for the par-
ty. It is a loss for the state. It 
creates conflict between 
communities,” he added.

Criticizing the Congress 

leadership, HDK said the 
ongoing breakfast meeting 
between Chief Minister Sid-

daramaiah and Dep-
uty Chief Minister 
DK Shivakumar is a 
“drama,” and the fo-
cus on the Chief 
Min i s t e r ’s  cha i r 
overlooks the peo-
ple’s welfare. “What 

has been done in the last two 
and a half years? Are they 
concerned about the hard-
ships of the people? No. 

They are only discussing 
power,” he said.

On Siddaramaiah’s future 
as CM, HD Kumaraswamy 
said he will accept the high 
command’s decision but 
warned against misleading 
the public. “Don’t fool the 
people. 

Let the people be at peace. 
How many will go crazy 
watching this drama?”

Observers say HDK’s re-
marks highlight growing 
frustration over the political 

instability in Karnataka, 
which has overshadowed 
governance and intensified 
divisions along caste lines.

POWER TUSSLE
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Four cops booked in 
Darshan’s

 death at rehab

Jail authorities use 
tech to curb illegal 

activities

Bengaluru
Four Viveknagar police 

officers, including the sta-
tion inspector, have been 

charged with murder after 
22-year-old Darshan died 
at a private rehab centre 
near Madanayakanahalli. 
Darshan, from Sonnena-
halli, was reportedly de-

tained on November 12 for 
a scuffle and later admit-

ted to the facility. His 
mother alleged police as-
sault, negligence, and ex-
tortion, claiming he could 
not walk when taken to 

rehab and had visible in-
juries. The rehab staff 
confirmed his injuries 

upon admission. Bengalu-
ru Rural police registered 
a murder FIR under the 
SC/ST (Prevention of 

Atrocities) Act. The case 
is now under CID investi-
gation to determine ac-

countability of both police 
and rehab officials.

Bengaluru
Parappana Agrahara Jail 
in Bengaluru has stepped 
up efforts to stop illegal 
activities using modern 
equipment. Under new 

Chief Superintendent IPS 
Anshukumar, prison staff 
are now using Non-Linear 
Junction Detector (NLGD) 
devices to detect hidden 

mobile phones and 
banned items. In the past 
three days, 52 phones, 38 
SIM cards, and chargers 

were recovered from 
beds, pillows, and walls. 

Twenty teams now moni-
tor prisoners closely. Re-
forms include more fre-
quent rounds, improved 
CCTV coverage, body-
worn cameras for staff, 
and separating convicts 

from undertrials. Officials 
aim to ensure transparen-
cy, reduce staff complici-
ty, and prevent ongoing 

crimes from inside the jail.

Priyank Kharge flags funding 
shortfall for Jal Jeevan Mission

Kharge highlighted Karnataka’s ₹11,050 cr support for the mission and urged 
central authorities to release funds promptly for uninterrupted project progress
BENGALURU

Karnataka Minister Priyank 
Kharge has raised concerns 
over insufficient central fund-
ing for the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM), warning it could delay 
or halt ongoing water supply 
works. In a letter to Union Jal 
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil, 
Kharge highlighted a signifi-
cant shortfall in central contri-
butions to the project.

The total financial outlay 
for the JJM in Karnataka is Rs 
35,698.58 crore, of which the 

state has contributed Rs 
24,598.45 crore, while the 
central government’s share 
stands at only Rs 11,786.63 
crore. Despite timely 
state allocations of Rs 
1,500 crore this fiscal 
year, no funds have 
yet been released by 
the Union Govern-
ment, Kharge noted.

The letter stressed 
that continuous support from 
the central government is vital 
to maintain project momen-
tum. Pending payments 

amount to Rs 1,700 crore, 
with another Rs 2,600 crore in 
the pipeline. Some contractors 
have already reduced staff due 

to delayed payments, 
affecting progress on 
key works.

Kharge  under-
scored that Karnata-
ka has proactively 
supported the mis-
sion through budget 

allocations, releasing Rs 
11,050 crore this financial 
year alone to prevent work 
stoppages. He urged the cen-

tral authorities to expedite the 
release of funds so that ongo-
ing projects continue smooth-
ly and deadlines are met.

The minister emphasized 
that timely funding is crucial 
to ensure the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion achieves its goal of pro-
viding safe and reliable drink-
ing water to all households 
across the state. The letter 
appeals to the Union Govern-
ment to act promptly, allow-
ing Karnataka to sustain the 
pace of development and 
meet the needs of its citizens.

Media distorted my 
remarks: DK Suresh

Suresh said he had no 
further comments after 
the CM and DCM met, 
stressing it was their 
duty to demonstrate 
unity and act on their 
promise to the state

HDK criticized Congress, 
calling the CM-DCM 
breakfast meeting a 
“drama” focused on 

power, ignoring people’s 
welfare and hardships 

over the past two and a 
half years

NATURE’S PINK CANVAS

Pink Tabebuia trees are blossoming in full at Cubbon Park, Bengaluru                                                                                                          CH PHOTO

K.N. Shanth Kumar’s KSCA 
nomination reinstated by HC

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has declared K.N. Shanth Ku-
mar’s nomination papers valid 
for the post of president of the 
Karnataka State Cricket Asso-
ciation (KSCA), setting the 
stage for a contest against for-
mer cricketer Venkatesh 
Prasad.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj 
passed the order on Saturday, 
overturning the November 24 
decision of the Electoral Offi-
cer (EO) that had rejected Ku-
mar’s papers. The EO had cit-
ed arrears of ₹200 from the 
Deccan Herald & Prajavani 
(DH&PV) Sports Club, which 
Kumar represents as an insti-
tutional member. 

Kumar had argued that the 
dues were cleared before the 
scrutiny of his nomination, 
making him eligible under 
KSCA bye-laws, which only 
bar members in arrears from 

contesting.
The rejection of Kumar’s 

nominat ion had ear l ier 
paved the way for Prasad’s 
unanimous election, especial-
ly after Kalpana Venkatachar, 
the third contestant, with-
drew in Prasad’s support. 
With the court’s order, elec-
tions for the KSCA president 
will now proceed as per the 
previously scheduled calen-
dar, with voting set for De-
cember 7. The EO has been 
directed to publish the final 
list of candidates by 3 p.m. 
on November 29.

During the hearings, the 
court considered video evi-
dence of the scrutiny process 
and verified that the dues 
were paid before the review. 
The KSCA CEO noted that 
arrears lists could not be 
shared with members before 
the election process began, 
which contributed to the 
confusion.

Actor Darshan 
faces stricter jail 
rules, restricted 

privileges enforced
BENGALURU

Darshan, the inmate at a Ben-
galuru jail, is now facing 
tougher restrictions following 
a change in prison rules. The 
jail administration, under 
newly appointed superinten-
dent Anshukumar, has ended 
the privilege of eating meals 
inside the barracks. Like all 
other inmates, Darshan must 
now stand in a queue to re-
ceive his food.

The new measures aim to 
prevent theft and ensure that 
all prisoners follow the same 
rules. Darshan, who had long 
enjoyed the convenience of 
eating in the barracks, must 
now leave the barracks for 
meals and return afterward.

In addition, his walking time 
has been reduced for security 
reasons. He is now allowed 
only limited time to wash and 
dry his clothes. Other privileg-
es he previously had have also 
been curtailed, leaving him 
with little free time.

These stricter routines have 
drawn attention to the condi-
tions inside the jail and raised 
questions about how Darshan 
will respond in court. Observ-
ers are curious about the im-
pact of these new restrictions 
on him and whether he will 
highlight these hardships in 
his upcoming hearings.

‘Congress is united only for 
breakfast, divided elsewhere’

BENGALURU

JD(S) MLA Nikhil Kumaras-
wamy on Saturday launched a 
sharp critique of the ruling 
Congress in Karnataka, calling 
out its leadership tensions and 
poor governance. His com-
ments came after Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar held a high-profile break-
fast meeting to ease party dif-
ferences.

Mocking the event, Ku-
maraswamy said, “Today, the 

Congress is serving idlis. They 
are united over breakfast, but 
the party is divided as a whole. 
The people of Karnataka are 
suffering because of this insta-
bility.” He claimed that despite 
winning 136 seats, Congress 
had delivered on only nine of 
the 540 pre-poll promises, 
even as the state carries a debt 
of ₹3 lakh crore.

He raised concerns over 
pressing issues such as distress 
in Kalyana Karnataka and in-
sufficient support for farmers 
during heavy rains. “Thou-

sands of issues need attention, 
but instead we are discussing 
leadership quarrels,” he said.

The JD(S) leader also high-
lighted Bengaluru’s deterio-
rating infrastructure. “From 
the past year, all we’ve been 
saying is: someone please 
close the potholes. Even the 
BBMP admits 10,000-15,000 
potholes have been regis-
tered,” he noted. He warned 
that poor urban conditions 
were driving major compa-
nies away and adding to com-
muting difficulties.

K’taka leaders criticize 
internal fight in Congress 

BENGALURU

Karnataka’s opposition lead-
ers on Saturday criticised the 
ruling Congress for what they 
called a distracting and dam-
aging leadership tussle, argu-
ing that the ongoing power 
struggle has sidelined gover-
nance. Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Legislative Coun-
cil, Chalavadi Narayanas-
wamy, said citizens are bear-
ing the brunt of the party’s 
internal conflict. “Leadership 
change is their party’s prob-
lem. People gave Congress a 
five-year mandate, yet there is 
no development. Farmers are 
in distress, Dalits feel neglect-
ed, and no one outside the 
Congress cares about their 
internal issues,” he remarked.

Echoing this view, BJP Lead-
er of the Opposition in the As-
sembly, R. Ashoka, alleged a 

severe lack of coordination be-
tween Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar. Accord-
ing to him, confusion over 
“who is actually running the 
state” has resulted in ministers 
staying away from Vidhana 
Soudha, while some MLAs re-
main in Delhi or at resorts in 
Bengaluru. He added that the 
NDA is holding a joint meeting 
with JD(S) amid speculation of 
a possible confidence vote in 
the upcoming assembly session.

Meanwhile, Congress lead-
ers held a breakfast meeting 
to calm tensions, even as Shi-
vakumar prepares to visit Del-
hi to push for the alleged 
2023 “secret agreement” that 
would make him Chief Min-
ister after 2.5 years. Observ-
ers say the escalating dispute 
continues to divert attention 
from key governance issues.

Citywide cleaning drive 
strengthens B’luru’s hygiene
BENGALURU

A large mass-cleaning drive 
was carried out  on Saturday 
across six assembly constitu-
encies under the Bengaluru 
Central Municipal Corpora-
tion. The operation began at 6 
a.m., and Commissioner Ra-
jendra Cholan personally in-
spected the work at 7 a.m. 
while visiting Double Road, 
100 Feet Road in Indiranagar, 
and St. John Road in Shivaji-
nagar. He said that such 
cleaning drives are important 
for maintaining a healthy city 
and asked all officials to con-
tinue taking strong action.

A total of 538 civic workers 
cleaned 17.3 kilometers of 
roads, removing waste and 
clearing clutter across busy 
areas. To support the work, 48 
tractors and 7 JCB machines 
were deployed. Together, they 
removed 52 loads of waste, 
cleared 19 black spots, and 
removed 14 pedestrian en-
croachments. Many unused 
stalls, pushcarts, abandoned 
vehicles, and items left on 

pavements were identified 
and cleared based on the 
Commissioner’s instructions.

During his inspection in In-
diranagar, the Commissioner 
also noticed a vacant site 
filled with heavy waste. He 
directed officials to clean the 
location immediately and is-
sue a fine to the property 
owner for failing to maintain 
the space.

Showing concern and re-
spect for the civic and sanita-
tion staff, Rajendra Cholan 
spent time speaking with 
workers about their daily 
challenges. He asked officials 
to ensure that all grievances 
raised by the workers are re-
solved quickly.

The Bengaluru Central Mu-
nicipal Corporation said that 
today’s cleaning effort is part 
of a larger plan to maintain 
cleaner neighborhoods and 
reduce health hazards. Offi-
cials added that regular mon-
itoring, stricter action on vio-
lations, and community coop-
eration are important to keep-
ing Bengaluru clean and safe.

B’luru Metro Pink Line gets safety doors
BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s Namma Metro is 
set to install platform screen 
doors (PSDs) for the first 
time, starting with stations on 
the upcoming Pink Line, aim-
ing to improve passenger 
safety and operational effi-
ciency. A full-scale prototype 
has been installed at MG 
Road station for testing be-
fore citywide rollout.

The automated doors, sup-
plied by Panasonic, open only 
when trains halt in the correct 
position, preventing acciden-
tal falls and track intru-
sions—a growing safety 
concern in recent 
months. In under-
ground stations, 
PSDs also help im-
prove ventilation by 
limiting air ex-
change between 
platforms and tun-
nels. Each door unit 
will measure about 
2.15 metres tall, 
whi le  p la t fo rm 
gates will stand 1.4 

metres high, covering the en-
tire 128-metre platform. The 
estimated cost per station is 
₹9 crore.

Civil work along the 21.26-
km Kalena Agrahara–Naga-
wara corridor is nearing com-
pletion, and track-laying 
along with key system instal-
lation, including PSDs, has 
already begun. Once ap-
proved, the doors will be in-
stalled across all 12 under-
ground stations on the Pink 
Line over six months.

This initiative is part of a 
larger contract 

awarded in June 2024 to 
Alstom Transport, valued at 
96.2 million Euros, for a 
Communications Based Train 
Control (CBTC) signalling 
system. The contract also in-
cludes PSDs for the Blue 
Line’s airport terminal station 
and platform gates at Airport 
City station. BMRCL plans to 
add PSDs at Majestic and 
Central College stations on 
the Purple Line, while Kon-
appana Agrahara station will 
get platform gates, funded by 

the Infosys Foun-
dation.
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Rajyotsava ceremony highlights mandatory use of Kannada
CHITRADURGA

 
The Kannada Rajyotsava cel-
ebration and oath-taking cer-
emony for newly nominated 
members of the State Govern-
ment Employees’ Association 
were held at the Government 
Employees’ Bhavan in Chi-
tradurga on Friday evening. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
District President of the Asso-
ciation, Malatesh Muddajji, 
emphasized that Kannada is 
the official administrative 
language of Karnataka, and 

insisted that all government 
offices must mandatorily use 
Kannada in daily operations.

He stated that government 
employees carry a major re-
sponsibility in preserving and 
promoting the Kannada lan-
guage. Remembering the 
writers, poets, and scholars 
who contributed to the 
growth of Kannada, he said it 
is the duty of every citizen to 
acknowledge their efforts. 
Muddajji added that Kannada 
Rajyotsava marks the unifica-
tion of Kannada-speaking re-

gions into one state, and 
urged everyone to cultivate 
an interest in literature. He 
described Karnataka as a land 

rich in culture and heritage, 
expressing pride in being 
born in such a sacred place.

Congratulating the newly 

nominated members, he en-
couraged them to work col-
lectively with the organiza-
tion and serve government 
employees efficiently, thereby 
contributing to the associa-
tion’s growth.

Assistant Director of the 
Kannada and Culture Depart-
ment, Dr. B.M. Gurunath, 
highlighted the diversity of 
Karnataka and said its culture 
naturally inspires patriotic 
pride. He recalled the contri-
b u t i o n s  o f  K a r n a t a k a 
Samyukta Ranga, an organi-

zation established in 1962 to 
promote Kannada language 
and culture. 

The group played a key 
role in creating awareness 
among Kannadigas and orga-
nized the first large-scale Ra-
jyotsava celebration in 1963, 
laying the foundation for the 
annual event. The program 
was attended by district sec-
retaries, treasurers, council 
members, office-bearers, di-
rectors, nominated members, 
and employees from various 
departments.

KANNADA PRIDE REAFFIRMED
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Special camp on Dec 5 
for unclaimed bank 

deposits

Applications open for 
urban rehabilitation 

worker post

Hiriyur Town Council to 
hold public budget 

consultation

CHITRADURGA
A special camp to help 

citizens recover 
long-pending and un-

claimed bank deposits, 
insurance premiums, 

and shares will be held 
on December 5 at the 

Chitradurga Zilla 
Panchayat office, Chief 
Executive Officer Dr. S. 
Akash announced. The 
camp, organized under 

the guidelines of the Un-
ion Finance Ministry, will 

continue across all 
banking, insurance, and 
financial sector branch-

es until December 31. 
Account holders or their 

legal heirs can claim 
money from accounts 
that have remained in-
active for over 10 years.
Officials from banking, 

insurance, and financial 
departments will be 

present to guide appli-
cants. Unclaimed 

amounts and funds 
from dormant accounts 
older than 10 years are 
transferred to the RBI’s 
DEA Fund, but can still 
be reclaimed anytime 
through the UDGAM 

portal. Dr. Akash urged 
the public to attend the 
camp with valid ID proof 

and documents to re-
ceive assistance and re-

claim their rightful 
amounts.

MANDYA
Applications invited for 

Urban Rehabilitation 
Worker post under Rural 
Rehabilitation Scheme 
in Belur Panchayat, Na-
gamangala Taluk. Eligi-

ble differently-abled 
candidates aged 18–45, 
whether SSLC passed or 

not, can apply for the 
vacant post on a 

monthly honorarium ba-
sis. Application forms 
are available from the 
Nagamangala Taluk 

Panchayat office and 
must be submitted with 
required documents by 
December 20. For more 
details, candidates can 
contact the District Of-

ficer for Different-
ly-Abled and Senior Citi-

zens Welfare at 
9482751022 or 08232-
239234. This initiative 

aims to provide employ-
ment opportunities to 

qualified different-
ly-abled individuals 

while strengthening ur-
ban rehabilitation ser-

vices in the Belur 
Panchayat area.

CHITRADURGA
The Hiriyur Town Coun-
cil will conduct a public 

consultation meeting 
on December 2 at 11:30 
a.m. to gather sugges-
tions for preparing the 
2026–27 budget. The 
session will be held in 
the council hall under 
the leadership of ad-
ministrative officials 

and the municipal 
commissioner.

Prominent citizens, 
traders, senior resi-

dents, office-bearers of 
various organizations, 
retired officials, em-
ployees, journalists, 

and the general public 
are invited to partici-
pate. The municipal 

commissioner has re-
quested that all sug-

gestions and feedback 
be submitted in written 
form for consideration.

Backward classes are Cong’s 
greatest strength: Bangarappa

Minister Bangarappa asserted that Backward Classes form the Congress 
party’s strongest support base, urging strengthened organizational efforts

SHIVAMOGGA
 

Minister in charge of Shiva-
mogga district, Madhu Bang-
arappa, emphasized that the 
Backward Classes (OBC 
community) form the greatest 
strength of the Congress par-
ty. He was speaking at the 
district Congress office during 
an event organized by the 
District Backward Classes 
Wing to distribute appoint-
ment letters to newly selected 
block presidents and district 
office-bearers.

He stated that the Backward 
Classes organization needs to 
grow stronger and contribute 
more power to the party. In 
this context, appointments 
have been made across vari-
ous units of the Backward 
Classes wing in the district, 
and the official orders were 
handed over during the event. 
He urged the newly appointed 
members to serve with sincer-
ity and help strengthen the 

party at all levels. Organiza-
tion is crucial, he added, call-
ing on them to ensure that 
government schemes and ben-
efits reach the people effec-
tively.

Bangarappa pointed out 
that major challenges lie 
ahead, including upcoming 
local body elections. This in-
creases the responsibility of 
party workers, who must be-
gin preparing through strong 
organizational work. Efforts 
must be directed toward earn-

ing goodwill for the govern-
ment. He stressed prioritizing 
education and encouraged 
unity in reinforcing the par-
ty’s base.

District Backward Classes 
President Ramesh Shankara-
ghatta, in his introductory re-
marks, said this was a memo-
rable moment for the commu-
nity. He urged that appoint-
ment letters should not merely 
serve as visiting cards; rather, 
each member should commit 
to strengthening the party, en-

suring better contributions 
from the Backward Classes 
wing in the coming days.

Legislative Council mem-
ber Balkheesh noted that ap-
pointments come with greater 
responsibilities. Those select-
ed must understand their roles 
and cultivate a spirit of secu-
larism, she said.

District Congress President 
Prasannakumar presided over 
the program, which was at-
tended by several senior lead-
ers and party workers.

MANDYA
 

Under the state government’s 
Annasuvidha Scheme, ration 
will now be delivered directly 
to the homes of single-mem-
ber cardholders aged 75 and 
above, to ensure convenience 
and accessibility, stated Dis-
trict Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer K.R. Nandini. 
She spoke at the district-level 
committee meeting of the 
Guarantee Scheme Implemen-
tation Authority held at the 
G.P. Mini Hall today.

Officials have been directed 
to prepare a list of eligible se-
nior  ci t izens with sin-
gle-member ration cards and 
register them as beneficiaries 
of the Annasuvidha Scheme 
through home visits. The 
Food and Civil Supplies De-
partment has been instructed 
to provide information on the 
scheme through ration shops, 
set timelines, and ensure ben-
eficiaries are registered with-
out delay. The committee em-
phasized that taluk-wise reg-
istration details of eligible 
cardholders must be submit-
ted at the next meeting.

Additionally, training will 
be provided to interested ben-
eficiaries under the Yuvanidhi 
Plus Scheme to facilitate em-
ployment opportunities. 
Trainings have already com-

menced in the district, and 
beneficiaries are urged to ac-
tively participate and make 
full use of the program.

District-level committee 
members highlighted success-
es under other schemes as 
well. Shivanna, Vice-Chair-
person of the Authority, noted 
that under the Shakti Scheme, 
from June 2023 to October 
2025, 1.733 lakh women re-
ceived free travel tickets, 
costing over ₹472 crore. 
Challenges under the Gruhal-
akshmi Scheme, such as tech-
nical issues in updating 
household heads following 
their death, have been report-
ed, and the committee re-
quested the state government 
to resolve these problems.

The meeting was attended 
by Vice-Chairperson Rajen-
dra, members Rudrappa, Vee-
na, Ramesh, Madesh, and of-
ficials from the District Em-
ployment Exchange, includ-
ing Naveen Kumar, among 
others.

Under the Annasuvidha 
Scheme, Vijayapura will 
deliver ration directly to 
senior citizens’ homes, 
ensuring convenience 
and promoting active 

beneficiary registration 
across the district.

Annasuvidha scheme 
to deliver ration at 

doorstep: CEO

Major political shake-up awaits 
Cong, says MP Raghavendra

SHIVAMOGGA
 

Criticizing the ongoing polit-
ical turmoil in Karnataka, MP 
B.Y. Raghavendra remarked 
that the state government is 
currently attempting a 
“temporary stunt” to calm 
the battle for the Chief 
Minister’s chair. Speak-
ing to reporters, he said 
that the press conference 
held by the Chief Minis-
ter and Deputy Chief Min-
ister seemed like an at-
tempt to project unity 
until the upcoming 
Assembly session 
concludes.

He alleged that a major po-
litical “operation” awaits the 
Congress government once 
the session ends. According to 
him, the CM and DCM are 
blaming the media and the 

Opposition to divert 
attention from their 
own failures. He ac-
cused the govern-
ment of showing no 
concern for farmers 
and merely engaging 
in publicity over the 

past two and a half 
years.

Raghaven-
dra point-

ed out 

that farmers’ struggles, in-
cluding the ongoing sugar-
cane crisis, are well known to 
the public. Despite the start of 
the maize harvest, the govern-
ment has failed to open pro-
curement centers and instead 
continues to shift responsibil-
ity onto the Union govern-
ment. He described this as 
unfortunate for the people of 
Karnataka.

He also mentioned that 
Union Steel and Heavy Indus-
tries Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy will be visiting Bhadra-
vati–Shivamogga to revive 
the VISL plant, calling it wel-
come news for the region.

Awareness drive to reactivate 
dormant bank accounts

VIJAYAPURA
 

Lead Bank Manager B. Sid-
dayya has urged all bank 
managers to raise awareness 
among customers about re-
activating dormant ac-
counts. Under RBI guide-
lines, banks transfer depos-
its in inactive accounts to 
the Reserve Bank after ten 
years. To prevent loss of 
funds, account holders are 
encouraged to close dor-
mant accounts or update 
necessary documents, in-
cluding KYC, to reactivate 
them.

Speaking at the “Your 
Money, Your Right” aware-
ness program held at the 
District Panchayat Hall on 
Saturday, Siddayya empha-
sized the importance of in-
forming customers about 
the procedures for manag-
ing inactive accounts. Moni 
Raj Brahma, Chief Devel-
opment Officer of the Re-
serve Bank of India, provid-
ed detailed guidance on the 
steps both customers and 
bank officials must follow 

to reactivate dormant de-
posits efficiently.

District Chief Accountant 
Ramanna Athani highlight-
ed the significance of pro-
active measures for protect-
ing public funds. Senior 
officials including Nagarju-
na, other lead bank manag-
ers, department officers, 
and staff from various sec-
tions were present at the 
event. The program aimed 
to ensure that customers are 
fully aware of their rights 
and the processes involved 
in reclaiming dormant 
funds, thereby safeguarding 
their financial interests.

At a “Your Money, Your 
Right” program, offi-

cials urged customers 
to update KYC and 
reactivate dormant 
accounts to prevent 

funds from moving to 
the RBI after ten years, 

stressing awareness 
and proactive financial 

protection.

Accused 
sentenced in 
dishonored 

cheque car fraud
BELTANGADI

 
The Beltangadi court has sen-
tenced a man in a case where 
he cheated a buyer by promis-
ing a car at a lower price and 
later issuing a dishonoured 
cheque.In 2020, Jijesh K.J., 
42, a resident of Kannur, Ker-
ala, posed as a private compa-
ny employee through a lawyer 
in Beltangadi. He contacted 
several people claiming he 
could provide a new Alto car 
at a discounted price. Sebas-
tian A.M., 60, from Puduvettu, 
Be l t angad i ,  gave  h im 
₹1,95,000, after which he was 
cheated. In 2022, Jijesh issued 
a cheque promising repay-
ment, but it bounced due to 
insufficient funds.In 2023, Se-
bastian filed a private case in 
the Beltangadi Principal Se-
nior Civil Court through his 
lawyer Abin P. Francis. Sever-
al documents were submitted 
and arguments presented 
during the trial. Jijesh was 
found guilty of cheating and 
issuing a dishonoured cheque.
On November 27, Judge Manu 
B.K. pronounced the sentence, 
ordering Jijesh K.J. to repay 
Sebastian ₹1,95,000 along 
with 9% interest. The judge 
added that if the accused fails 
to pay the amount, he will 
serve six months in jail.

Preparations underway for Presidential visit in Malavalli
MANDYA

 
In view of the upcoming visit 
of India’s Honorable President 
to Malavalli taluk in Decem-
ber, senior district officials 
conducted a comprehensive 
site inspection on November 
28, 2025. The team, which in-
cluded the District Commis-
sioner, local MLAs, and secu-
rity superintendents, reviewed 
key locations in Malavalli to 
ensure smooth arrangements 
for the high-profile event.

The officials first visited 
land reserved for the “Ashraya 
Scheme” near Shanti College 
along the Malavalli-Mysuru 
highway. Plans for construct-
ing a stage in front of Shanti 
College were discussed, with 
authorities instructed to build 

a well-s tructured,  ful ly 
equipped platform in coordi-
nation with the public works 
department.

Arrangements for water sup-
ply, sanitation, and parking 
were emphasized, with the 
municipal authorities directed 
to prioritize these facilities. 
Security protocols were close-
ly reviewed, and police offi-
cials were tasked with ensur-
ing proper protocol and main-
taining decorum throughout 
the event.

Preparations for helicopter 
landings were also addressed. 
Officials surveyed private 
lands at the following loca-
tions to identify temporary 
helipads: Marehalli village 
survey numbers 232, 201, 681; 
Mooganakoppalu survey num-

ber 47; and Ragibommanahal-
li survey number 318 along 
the Malavalli-Mysuru road.

District officials instructed 
all concerned departments to 
take prompt action and ensure 
that no lapses occur during the 
visit. The focus remains on fa-
cilitating a safe, well-orga-
nized, and successful presi-
dential visit. The site inspec-
tion and directives were issued 
under the guidance of District 
Panchayat Chief Executive 
Officer K.R. Nandini during 
the district-level guarantee 
meeting.

Authorities urged local offi-
cers to strictly adhere to the 
schedule, maintain coordina-
tion, and ensure all facilities 
meet the required standards 
ahead of the December visit.

Husband jailed for killing wife; two children left orphaned
CHIKKABALLAPUR

 
A tragic incident in Chikka-
ballapur district has left two 
young children orphaned af-
ter a love marriage ended in 
a brutal crime. Balu, a driver 
from Gerigereddypalya in 
Chelur taluk, had fallen in 
love with Dilshath, a woman 
from another community. 
Despite strong parental oppo-
sition, the couple married 
four years ago, with Dilshath 

later adopting the name Ka-
vitha. Their life initially 
seemed peaceful, and they 
were blessed with two 
daughters.

However, over time, Balu 
became increasingly suspi-
cious of his wife, alleging 
that she was speaking to 
someone frequently over the 
phone and behaving inti-
mately with others. This sus-
picion led to repeated argu-
ments between the couple. 

On the day of the incident, 
Balu returned home from 
work and confronted his wife 
again, accusing her of being 
involved with someone else. 
The quarrel escalated quickly 
into a violent fight.

In a fit of rage, Balu 
picked up a metal rod lying 
in the house and struck Ka-
vitha forcefully on the head. 
The blow caused severe 
bleeding. Though Balu at-
tempted to take her to the 

hospital, doctors declared her 
dead on arrival.

Chelur police have regis-
tered a case and arrested 
Balu. With the mother dead 
and the father in jail, the cou-
ple’s two innocent daughters 
have been left with no one to 
care for them. The children, 
unaware of the tragedy 
around them, now face a fu-
ture without both parents—a 
heartbreaking consequence 
of anger and mistrust.
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Drinking water supply 

disruption today in 
Vijayapura

Students win first 
prize in state-level 

quiz competition

Awareness events 
planned for World 

AIDS Day 

VIJAYAPURA
The Vijayapura Urban 
Water Supply Board has 
announced a temporary 
disruption in the city’s 
drinking water supply on 
November 30, 2025. 
The interruption is due 
to ongoing repair work 
on the main pipeline 
from the Kollar water 
source to the Jalnagara 
pumping station, where 
leakage has been de-
tected. The board is car-
rying out urgent mainte-
nance to restore normal 
flow. Residents in af-
fected areas are advised 
to cooperate with the 
Water Supply Board and 
make necessary ar-
rangements in advance. 
The Assistant Executive 
Engineer of the board 
requested public under-
standing during this es-
sential repair work to 
ensure the continued 
delivery of safe and 
clean drinking water.

CHITRADURGA 
Students from Govern-
ment High School, Gol-
larhatti, Chavlihalli, have 
won first place in the 
state-level “Prachya Praj-
na” competition in the 
quiz category for 2025–
26. The event was re-
cently held at Mahatma 
Gandhi University, Gadag. 
The winners, J. Tanuj and 
K. Vasundhara, were 
awarded a prize of 
₹30,000 by Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly 
Speaker Basavaraj Horat-
ti and Commissioner of 
the Department of Orien-
tal Studies, Devaraj. The 
students’ achievement 
was appreciated by M.R. 
Manjunath, Deputy Direc-
tor of School Education; 
guide teachers T.M. 
Mallikarjun; Headmaster 
R. Nagendrappa; subject 
inspector K.J. 
Prashanth; and district 
Social Science Club 
officials B.T. Veerab-
hadrappa and Prabhu-
shankar Prasad, recog-
nizing their excellence 
and dedication.

VIJAYAPURA
As part of World AIDS 
Day observances, the 
district has organised 
a series of awareness 
events. On November 
30 at 6 pm, a candle 
march (jatha) will 
start from the city’s 
central bus stand, pro-
ceeding via K.C. Mar-
ket to Gandhi Circle, 
culminating in a hu-
man chain formation 
to raise awareness 
about HIV/AIDS. On 
December 1, the main 
World AIDS Day pro-
gram will begin at 8:30 
am from Kandagal Sri 
Hanumantaraya Rang-
amandira, passing 
through Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Nagar (Rani 
Bagecha), Apara Cine-
ma Road, and Ahalya-
bai Holkar Circle to 
reach Neelkanthesh-
wara Mangala Karya-
laya on Indi Road. A 
stage program will fol-
low at Neelkanthesh-
wara Mangala Karya-
laya to educate and 
engage the public. Dis-
trict AIDS Control Unit 
officials have urged 
maximum participa-
tion in both the candle 
march and the stage 
program to ensure the 
events’ success and 
effectively spread. 

I, UBED ULLA KHAN, aged 62 
years, S/o. Rehamath Ullakhan, 
Residing at No. 1822/A, Nijam 
Mohalla, Hunsur Town, Mysuru 

District, Karnataka, hereby 
declare that UBED ULLA KHAN 
and OBEDULLA, both the names 
are belong to one and the same 

person i.e., myself only. Vide 
affidavit dated: 25.11.2025 before 

notary H. DINESH, Hunsur.

NAME CHANGE

NOTICE TO CONCERNED PARTIES
This is to inform that below mentioned persons have availed locker 
facility in our Bank and failed to pay rent for locker or not operated  for 
more then seven years.  The bank has sent Registered  notices  to 
the latest  addresses  intimating  to  pay the  rent arrears / to operate 
the locker  and such  notices  have been  returned  undelivered.   
Therefore, this  Paper Notification  is  issued  asking the parties  to 
pay the  rent arrears / to operate the locker  within  15 days failing  
which  necessary action  will be  initiated to break open the related 
locker at the cost of locker  holder  even  without  his / her   presence 
and to take  further action.  

Sl. 
No.

Name and address of the 
locker holders

Locker No. & 
Branch

1.  Sri V.S. Seetharamaiah S/o V.S. Subbaiah Shetty
 Sri V.S. Subbaraju S/o V.S. Seetharamaiah

  No. 1423, Sapthagiri, 15th Main Road,Munishwara
  Block, BSK 3rd Stage, Bengaluru-560 026.

Locker No. 19 
(Medium) 
Avalahalli 
Branch

Sd/- General Manager  
The Bangalore City Co-operative Bank Limited

Place: Bangalore
Date: 29.11.2025

INVITATION  FOR  TENDER  (IFT)

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Office of the Executive Engineer, No 1, 

Buildings Division, S.J.P. Campus, Bengaluru  
No. EE/Bld1/AE-2/2025-26/57 Date: 28.11.2025

The Executive Engineer, No.1, Buildings Division,S.J.P. 
Campus, Bengaluru invites tenders through the 
e-Procurement portal of GoK (http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) 
from eligible tenderers (Standard Tender Document KW3 
& KW4) for the construction/civil works at Vidhana Soudha, 
Bengaluru, as per the below-mentioned indents:
(1) Arrangement for Assembly Sessions – providing 
temporary kitchen, dining, chairs, tables, partitions, 
barricading and others at First Floor, Central Hall, and 
cleaning and other allied works to Assembly Hall etc. 
during session. Tender Reference: PWD/2025-26/BD/
WORK_INDENT: 22905/ CALL-2
(2) Sweeping of roads and pathways, ground of Vidhana 
Soudha premises and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Road and 
Devaraj Urs Road, fountain cleaning, and other allied 
works. INDENT: 22855/CALL-2
(3) Maintenance of fire-fighting equipment, providing fire 
extinguishers, painting of fire lines, and servicing and 
repairs of water purifiers and other allied works. (Period: 
01.10.2025 to 31.07.2026) INDENT: 22904/CALL-3
Period of Completion: 10 Months. Cost of Documents: as 
per KPPP portal. Category: Others. Approx. value of work: 
Minimum Rs. 86.04 Lakhs-Maximum Rs. 147.07 Lakhs & 
EMD: Minimum Rs. 1,72,100 to Maximum Rs. 2,20,600. 
Tenders must be submitted online through KPP portal 
(http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in) from 28.11.2025 at 16.00 
hrs to before 16.30 hrs on 15.12.2025.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
DIPR/DD-C.P/4096/KSMCA/2025-26

To place a 
classified ad 

contact:  
080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Min inaugurates Pratibha Karanji, 
stresses talent development

K.H. Muniyappa inaugurates Taluk-level Pratibha Karanji in Devanahalli, highlighting students’ 
talent, extracurricular development, and upcoming model school construction

BENGALURU RURAL
 

Karnataka’s Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs 
Minister and District In-
charge Minister K.H. Muni-
yappa emphasized that pro-
viding children with opportu-
nities for both academics and 
extracurricular activities 
strengthens their physical and 
mental development while of-
fering an excellent platform to 
showcase their talents.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the Taluk-level Prati-
bha Karanji cultural program 
at Devanahalli Town Govern-
ment Pre-University College, 
organized by the School Edu-
cation Department along with 

field and coordination offi-
cers, Muniyappa highlighted 
the importance of cultural 
events in schools. Competi-
tions such as dance, elocution, 
quizzes, folk songs, Bha-

vageethe, Bharatanatyam, 
mono-acting, and drama al-
low students to display their 
skills and creativity. Participa-
tion at the taluk and district 
levels can lead to state and 

national recognition, bringing 
pride to the district and the 
state.

Muniyappa stressed that 
both parents and teachers play 
a critical role in nurturing 
children. 

Alongside academics, chil-
dren must be taught cultural 
values, discipline, and person-
ality development to build a 
strong foundation for a pros-
perous India.

Addressing the long-stand-
ing infrastructure needs of 
schools, officials revealed 
plans to construct a model 
government school building. 
The current government high 
school, around 75 years old, 
will be replaced with a well-

equipped 25-classroom facil-
ity funded through Infosys 
CSR initiatives. Officials 
have finalized the blueprint 
and are preparing to start con-
struction as soon as possible, 
ensuring a modern learning 
environment for students.

The event was attended by 
local representatives, includ-
ing the district president of 
the Guarantee Scheme Imple-
mentation Authority Rajanna, 
Taluk presidents Jagannath 
and Munikrishna, former Zil-
la Panchayat member Manju-
nath, School Education Dep-
uty Director Bailanjinappa, 
Tahsildar Anil, field education 
officer Lalitamma, students, 
and other officials.

BJP protests Cong failures, 
demands immediate farmer relief
BHALKI 

 
Former legislator and BJP 
leader Prakash Khandre 
has strongly criticized the 
Congress government, 
claiming it has completely 
failed to safeguard the in-
terests of farmers. Speak-
ing during a protest orga-
nized by the BJP Farmers’ 
Morcha in the town, he 
submitted a memorandum 
to the State Governor via 
the Taluk Assistant Direc-
tor of Agriculture, P.M. 
Mallikarjun, demanding 
urgent action on farmers’ 
issues. Khandre highlight-
ed that farmers, dairy pro-
ducers, and agricultural 
laborers across the state are 
facing severe financial dis-
tress due to natural calam-
ities. He stressed that the 
compensation promised to 
distressed farmers must be 
credited to their accounts 
without delay. Specifically, 
the pending Rs 620 crore 
under the Rs 5 per liter 
milk incentive scheme 
should be released imme-
diately. 

He also urged the 
state government to 
fulfill its earlier pledge 
of increasing the milk 
incentive from Rs 5 to 
Rs 7 per liter. In addi-
tion, Khandre demand-

ed that under the Prime 
Minister’s Kisan Samman 
Nidhi scheme, the state 
government should resume 
the direct transfer of Rs 
4,000 annually to each eli-
gible farmer. He empha-
sized that all other pending 
farmer-related demands 
must be addressed prompt-
ly. Failing which, he 
warned, the BJP would es-
calate the agitation and 
mobilize farmers for more 
intense protests in the com-
ing days. The protest began 
at Ambedkar Circle and 
proceeded to the office of 
the Assistant Director of 
Agriculture, with partici-
pants vocally condemning 
the Congress government’s 
failures. Taluk president 
Veeranna Karabari, along 
with prominent leaders in-
cluding Shivraj Gandage, 
Ashok Patil, Govindrao 
Biradar, Lumbini Gautam, 
K.D. Ganesh, Jagannath 
Biradar, Venkata Biradar, 

Pandit Shirole, Kishan Rao 
Patil, Kiran Khandre Ven-
kat Lale, Jagadish Kannale, 
Shafi Bhatambra, Baburao 
Dhoope, Sanjeev Sindhe, 
Dattatreya Patil, San-
gamesh Karamunge, Siddu 
Kadadi, Santosh Patil, Pan-
dari Metre, and Dr. Jaga-
dish Bhure, among others, 
actively participated in the 
demonstration demanding 
timely relief and support 
for farmers.

This protest reflects 
growing frustration among 
farmers and highlights the 
BJP’s commitment to 
pressing the government to 
fulfill its financial and pol-
icy promises to the agricul-
tural community.

Protest demands action 
for defaming MLA Nayak
YADGIR

 
In a show of public outrage, sev-
eral groups, including Congress 
leaders and supporters of MLA 
Raja Venugopal Nayak, staged a 
protest outside the city police sta-
tion in Surpur, demanding the 
immediate arrest of individuals 
who posted defamatory content 
against the MLA on social media. 
The protests were triggered after 
some individuals circulated de-
rogatory posts against MLA Nay-
ak, despite the MLA having con-
demned any inappropriate disrup-
tions during a public event on 
Nov 26 at Ambedkar Circle, 
where participants had protested 
against the Tehsildar. The MLA 
had clarified that the disruptions 
were wrong and had no connec-
tion to him. However, online 
posts misused the incident to ma-

lign the MLA and other public 
figures, including former Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge.Protesters emphasized 
that such defamatory acts on so-
cial media undermine public trust 
and must be dealt with firmly. 
They urged the police to take 
strict action against the accused to 
prevent further misuse of online 
platforms. Key leaders present at 
the demonstration included Ra-
mesh Dore Aldal, Bheemanagou-
da Lakshmi, Marthandappa De-
vargonala, Hanmantray Makashi, 
Bheemu Nayak Mallibhavi, Gow-
dappa Bichchagattikere, Nagaraj 
Pyapli, Venkatesh Pyapli, Bhaga-
nath Guttedar, Virupakshi Sa-
tyampete, Shakeel Ahmad 
Qureshi, and Nasir Kundale. The 
protest highlighted growing con-
cerns about the misuse of social 
media for personal attacks.

Farmers 
encouraged to 

apply for 
fisheries scheme

CHIKKABALLAPUR
 

The 2025–26 Central Fisher-
ies Development Scheme is 
now open for applications, 
aiming to support local farm-
ers and promote aquaculture. 
The program offers financial 
assistance for establishing 
fish farms, purchasing equip-
ment, and adopting modern 
aquaculture techniques. Eligi-
ble farmers from Chikka-
ballapur district can apply to 
receive aid for pond construc-
tion, fish breeding, and relat-
ed infrastructure, with priority 
given to those demonstrating 
commitment to sustainable 
practices.

The district authorities have 
set clear guidelines for appli-
cation submission, emphasiz-
ing timely completion and 
verification of documents. 
Under the scheme, applicants 
can receive assistance for dif-
ferent types of fish farming 
projects, including circular 
ponds, rectangular ponds, and 
ornamental fish cultivation. 
The initiative seeks to en-
hance local livelihoods, boost 
fish production, and encour-
age entrepreneurship among 
rural youth.

Interested farmers or stake-
holders can contact designat-
ed officials for guidance and 
application support. Key con-
tacts include representatives 
in Chikkaballapur (phone: 
9844466228), Gandiband 
(7676759249), and Chintam-
ani (9740909438). Officials 
will assist applicants with el-
igibility verification, docu-
mentation, and submission 
deadlines, which extend until 
December 15, 2025.

The program is part of the 
government’s broader effort 
to strengthen rural economies, 
improve nutrition, and create 
employment opportunities 
through sustainable fisheries. 

650/83 20 x 3
Office of Deputy Commissioner

Chickaballapur District, Chickballapur
(District Urban Development Cell)

E-Mail :- ka.chikkaballapur.dudc@gmail.com   Ph.: 08156-277005
NO.DUDC/AMN-4/CR//64/2025-26             D:21-11-2025

TENDER NOTIFICATION
Executive Engineer, District urban development cell, Chikkaballapur invites tenders from
the eligible tenderers, detailed in the table below.

Sl. Amt put to E.M.D. Period of
No. Name of Work  tender (Rs. (Rs. in comple

 in Laks) Laks) tion
1 Purchase of Electrical tricycle for Specially 80.00 1.59 45 Days

Disabled in Chikaballapur CMC Under Amruth
Nagorathana Phase-4(DMA/2025-26/IND5651)

2 Purchase of tricycle for Specially Disabled in 27.50 0.53 45 Days
Chintamani CMC Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5655)

3 Purchase of tricycle for Specially Disabled in 25.00 0.49 45 Days
Sidlagatta CMC Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5654)

4 Purchase of tricycle for Specially Disabled in 20.75 0.49 45 Days
Gowribidanur CMC Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5653)

5 Purchase of tricycle for Specially Disabled in 14.00 0.33 45 Days
Bagepalli TMC Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5652)

6 Purchase of tricycle for Specially Disabled in 13.25 0.31 45 Days
Gudibande TP Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5656)

7 Purchase of Sewing machine for Schedule 52.88 1.05 45 Days
caste, Schedule  tribe, other backward class  &
Specially disable   people in Bagepalli TMC
Under Amruth Nagorathana Phase-4
(DMA/2025-26/IND5649)

8 Purchase of Ear Hearing Aid for Specially disable 3.00 0.075 45 Days
in Bagepalli TMC Under Amruth Nagorathana
Phase-4 (DMA/2025-26/IND5650)

9 Drilling of Borewells and Installing necessary 100.00 1.69 90 Days
Motor Pumps for Borewell in Gauribidanur CMC
Limits under amruth nagarothan(municipality)-4),
chikkaballapura district
(DMA/2025-26/WS/WORK _INDENT48732/Call-2)

Tender documents may be downloaded from Government of Karnataka e-procurement
websites https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in and calendar of events as below.
(1) Pre-bid meeting: 26.11.2025, 5:30 PM (2) Last date & Time for receipt of tenders:
05.12.2025, 5:30 PM. (3) Date & Time for opening of Technical bid: 06.12.2025, 11:00 AM
(4) Date & Time for opening of Financial bid: 08.12.2025, 11:00 AM.
(1) Tenders must be electronically submitted in e-procurement portal. (2) Further information,
if required, can be obtained from the office of the Executive Engineer, DUDC, FA-07, DC
office complex, Chikkaballapur during working hours.
Any change in calendar of events (if any) will be published in e-procurement portal only. No
Paper notification will be given.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, District urban development cell, Chickballapur.
ªÁ¸Á À̧AE/aPÀÌ§¼Áî¥ÀÄgÀ/Dgï.N. À̧ASÉå:281/PÉ.J¸ï.JA.¹.J/2025-26
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Min mocks Congress after party  
scraps organisational appointments 

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Sports and 
Youth Welfare Minister Vish-
was Sarang on Saturday took 
a swipe at the Congress fol-
lowing an internal conflict 
that prompted the party’s 
Central leadership to cancel 
multiple recent organisation-
al appointments in the state. 
The move has exposed deep-
ening rifts within the Madhya 
Pradesh Congress unit.

AICC state in-charge Har-
ish Chaudhary on Friday an-
nulled all appointments of 
district and city organisation 
secretaries made by Pradesh 
Congress Committee (PCC) 
president Jitu Patwari. The 
decision was conveyed 
during a meeting of the Polit-

ical  Affairs  Committee 
(PAC) af ter  object ions  
were raised by several party 
leaders.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Sarang, a senior BJP 
leader and MLA from Bho-
pal’s Narela constituency, 
questioned the authority of 
the Congress leadership. Ra-

hul  Gandhi’s  Congress 
doesn’t respect even Mal-
likarjun Kharge (AICC pres-
ident). Then what value does 
the state president Jitu Pat-
wari have? he told reporters. 
He accused the Congress of 
steadily losing political rele-
vance in Madhya Pradesh 
and across India due to what 
he described as a lack of in-
ternal democracy.

There are no democratic 
values left in the party. Rifts 
among senior leaders have 
always existed, which is  
why they have remained in 
Opposition for 20 years, Sa-
rang added, sharpening his 
criticism.

In a strongly worded letter 
addressed to Patwari, Chaud-
hary expressed displeasure 

over the unilateral appoint-
ments, noting they were 
made without his prior ap-
proval despite his role as the 
AICC-appointed in-charge 
for Madhya Pradesh. He reit-
erated that no organisational 
appointments should be 
made without my approval, 
asserting his authority over 
state-level decisions.

Sources within the Con-
gress said Chaudhary had 
previously issued similar di-
rectives, emphasising that 
final decision-making power 
over organisational positions 
in the state rests with the 
AICC in-charge. The episode 
has once again highlighted 
ongoing power struggles 
within the party’s state  
leadership.

SARANG MOCKS CONGRESS

QUICK READ
NIA probes Delhi 
blasts, questions 

foreign-trained doctors

Raisen minor  
rape accused sent to 

14-day custody

Kerala HC to  
review ‘Haal’ before 

appeal verdict

New Delhi
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) is ex-

panding its probe into the 
Delhi Red Fort blasts. The 

agencies are not just 
questioning the doctors 

who are part of the Al Fa-
lah University, but also 

trying to ascertain if those 
part of the Faridabad 
module were in touch 
with MMBS graduates 
who studied in other 

countries. Investigators 
say that the Faridabad 
module members who 

executed the Delhi blasts 
were in touch with those 

who had studied MBBS in 
other countries, such as 

the United Arab Emirates 
and Bangladesh. Further, 

the agencies have also 
sought details of doctors 

working in multiple pri-
vate hospitals in Delhi.

Bhopal
The accused in the minor 

rape case in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Raisen district 
has been sent to 14-day 
judicial custody till De-

cember 11. The accused, 
23-year-old Salman, was 
produced before a judicial 

magistrate inside the 
high-security ward of Ha-
midia Hospital in Bhopal 
on Friday. Unable to be 

transported to the regular 
courtroom due to a gun-
shot injury in his right leg, 
the magistrate personally 

visited the hospital and 
conducted the remand 
proceedings at the ac-
cused’s bedside. Heavy 
police deployment has 
been stationed both in-

side and outside the hos-
pital to prevent any unto-

ward incident. Salman 
was dramatically arrested 

exactly 144 hours after 
committing the crime.

Kochi
The Kerala High Court on 
Saturday agreed to watch 
the Malayalam film ‘Haal’, 
before deciding on a writ 

appeal filed by the Catho-
lic Congress challenging 
the Single Judge’s order 

that quashed the A-certif-
icate and cuts imposed 

on the movie by the Cen-
tral Board of Film Certifi-
cation (CBFC). The Divi-
sion Bench, comprising 
Justice Sushrut Arvind 

Dharmadhikari and Jus-
tice P.V. Balakrishnan, said 

that if no objectionable 
content is found, exem-
plary costs may be im-

posed on the appellant. 
The Bench noted that the 
Single Judge had already 
watched the movie last 

month before ruling in fa-
vour of the filmmakers.

Seven convicted in �7.83 cr 
Bank of Baroda fraud case 

A Punjab CBI court convicted seven individuals for siphoning 
Bank of Baroda funds, causing losses exceeding seven cr rupees.
CHANDIGARH

A Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) special court in 
Punjab on Saturday convicted 
and sentenced seven people in 
connection with the ₹7.83 
crore Bank of Baroda fraud 
case, the agency announced. 
The verdict marks a signifi-
cant step in the long-running 
investigation into fraudulent 
financial activities involving 
bank officials and private  
individuals.

The SAS Nagar court sen-
tenced Manish Jain and Ra-
mesh Kumar Jain — partners 
of Manish Traders — to three 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of 
₹35,000 each. According to 
the CBI, the duo colluded 
with certain bank officials to 
siphon off funds, causing a 
wrongful loss of ₹7.83 crore 
to the public sector bank.

The verdict sends a clear 
message against financial 

crime and underscores our 
commitment to prosecuting 
those who defraud public sec-
tor banks, a CBI spokesper-
son said following the  
judgment.

Five additional accused — 
Rachna Jain, Bhupinder 
Singh, Pritpal Singh, Sanjeev 
Kumar Jain and Anita Jain — 
were also sentenced to three 
years in prison, each receiv-
ing a fine of ₹15,000 for their 
roles in the conspiracy.

The case was originally 
registered by the CBI on No-
vember 4, 2016, after Bank of 

Baroda filed a complaint 
identifying partners of Man-
ish Traders — including Ra-
mesh Kumar Jain, Manish 
Jain and Kanta Jain — as well 
as unnamed bank officials as 
suspects.

During the investigation, 
the agency uncovered evi-
dence showing that the part-
ners of Manish Traders, with 
the assistance of certain offi-
cials within the bank, fraudu-
lently diverted funds, result-
ing in substantial financial 
losses to Bank of Baroda. The 
CBI said the coordinated ef-
forts of the accused enabled 
the large-scale misappropria-
tion, prompting the court’s 
firm stance in delivering the 
convictions.

The sentencing brings clo-
sure to nearly eight years of 
investigation and legal pro-
ceedings and reinforces the 
CBI’s ongoing efforts to curb 
corruption and financial fraud 
within the banking sector.

Cyclone Ditwah disrupts life 
along Ramanathapuram coast 

CHENNAI

The advancing Cyclone Dit-
wah crippled normal life 
along Tamil Nadu’s Ramana-
thapuram coast on Saturday, 
triggering high tides, heavy 
winds and persistent rainfall 
that damaged infrastructure, 
disrupted transport and forced 
evacuations across vulnerable 
coastal settlements.

With wind speeds reaching 
65–70 kmph, Southern Rail-
way suspended all train oper-
ations on the Pamban sea 
bridge as a precautionary 
measure. Trains from Chen-
nai, Kanyakumari and Mad-
urai bound for Rameswaram 
were halted at Mandapam, 
where state-run buses were 
arranged to ferry passengers 
to the island. Services origi-
nating from Rameswaram 
will also operate from Man-
dapam until conditions stabi-
lise. Railway authorities em-
phasised that operations 
across the sea bridge will 
resume only after wind 
speeds drop below danger 
levels to ensure structural 
safety.

Across Rameswaram, Man-
dapam and Pamban, uninter-
rupted rain and fierce gusts 
pounded the coast, leaving 
fishermen struggling to pro-
tect their vessels from the 
rough seas. The district re-
corded an average of 2 cm of 
rainfall by Friday afternoon. 
In Rameswaram harbour, one 

mechanised fishing boat 
broke free from its anchor and 
drifted ashore at Serankottai 
as waves surged. Coastal ero-
sion intensified across vulner-
able stretches, pulling several 
country boats into the turbu-
lent waters. Fishermen braved 
hazardous conditions to re-
trieve drifting vessels and se-
cure them.

District Collector Simran-
jeet Singh Kahlon, who in-
spected preparedness mea-
sures in the affected fishing 
hamlets, said that although 
rainfall levels remained mod-
erate, the strong winds contin-
ued to pose a major threat. 
The coastal areas are witness-
ing winds of 50–70 kmph. 
Considering safety, about 40 
residents from the fishing set-
tlement in Dhanushkodi have 
been relocated to the govern-
ment school in Rameswaram, 
he said.

Authorities remain on high 
alert as Cyclone Ditwah con-
tinues to impact the region, 
with precautionary measures 
underway to safeguard lives, 
fishing assets and critical  
infrastructure.

Cyclone Ditwah’s strong 
winds and high tides 

battered Tamil Nadu’s 
Ramanathapuram coast, 

disrupting travel and 
damaging fishing 

infrastructure 
extensively.

All-party meeting 
tomorrow, will listen to 

everyone there: Kiren Rijiju
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming Win-
ter Session of Parliament, 
Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju on Sat-
urday said that an all-party 
meeting will be held on Sun-
day where the government 
will listen to all political  
parties.

Kiren Rijiju said, There is 
an all-party meeting tomor-
row, and we will listen to ev-
eryone there. As for the bulle-
tins that mention parliamenta-
ry etiquette, every Member is 
aware of it.

The government will con-
vene the all-party meeting on 
Sunday ahead of the Winter 
Session of Parliament, begin-
ning Monday. Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju 
will meet the floor leaders of 
political parties from both 
Houses of Parliament during 
the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
government will seek cooper-
ation from all political parties 
to ensure the smooth function-
ing of the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha during the ses-
sion. The Winter Session will 
be held from December 1 to 
December 19. Several import-
ant legislations are scheduled 
to be taken up for discussion 
and passage during this period.

The government intends to 
begin the Winter Session with 

a full-day discussion on 
'Vande Mataram' as the nation 
marks 150 years of the na-
tional song. The focus will be 
on the complete recitation of 
the song, following Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's re-
marks that the removal of sig-
nificant verses in 1937 played 
a role in the Partition of India.

In 1937, significant verses 
of ‘Vande Mataram’, the very 
essence of its spirit, were re-
moved. Stanzas of the song 
were broken up. This removal 
sowed the seeds for the even-
tual Partition of the country. 
Today’s generation needs to 
understand why such injustice 
was committed against this 
great mantra of nation-build-
ing, because that same divi-
sive mindset continues to 
pose a major challenge even 
today, the Prime Minister had 
said on November 7.

The government is also 
planning to introduce 10 key 
Bills during the session, in-
cluding those related to nucle-
ar energy, higher education, 
corporate law, and the securi-
ties market.

Airbus A320 software update triggers 
worldwide travel disruptions

Air travel faces major global disruption after regulators ordered urgent software updates for 
Airbus A320 jets over radiation-related safety concerns

NEW DELHI

Air travel across India and 
several other countries is ex-
pected to face significant dis-
ruption this weekend after 
global aviation regulators is-
sued urgent directives man-
dating immediate software 
updates for the Airbus A320 
family of aircraft. The move 
follows growing concerns that 
increased solar radiation may 
interfere with critical flight 
control systems, prompting 
what experts are calling a ma-
jor aviation crisis.

Aviation expert Subhash 
Goyal said the scope of the 

issue was unprecedented, af-
fecting airlines worldwide. 
There are over 6,000 Airbus 
A320 aircraft worldwide that 
could be affected, with around 
250 in India. For the newer 
models, software updates take 
2–3 hours, but for older 
A320s, updates may take 1–2 
days. This is an air crisis 
which will affect both tourism 
and business trades, he 
warned.

Goyal explained that the 
alarm was raised after an inci-
dent involving a mid-air 
pitch-down on an Airbus 
A320. This crisis suddenly 
arose because when an Airbus 

320 was coming in, it sudden-
ly went down mid-air. It is 
said that extra radiation is 
causing hits due to which 
these problems come. The 
ELAC system, when an air-
craft switches over, can get 
affected, he noted, referring to 
the Elevator Aileron Comput-
er (ELAC) — a crucial com-
ponent that manages flight 

control surfaces.
Echoing the concern, avia-

tion expert Sanat Kaul high-
lighted that Airbus has explic-
itly instructed airlines to up-
grade onboard systems with-
out delay. Airbus has stated 
that their software needs to be 
upgraded; otherwise, it could 
get damaged. The damage 
could affect either software or 
hardware, which is why they 
have instructed that all their 
airplanes undergo the soft-
ware update, Kaul said. The 
sweeping global action fol-
lows a safety investigation 
into a JetBlue flight on  
October 30. 

Army JCO dies of heart attack in J&K’s Poonch
JAMMU

A junior commissioned offi-
cer (JCO) of the army died of 
a heart attack on Saturday in 
Jammu and Kashmir's Poonch 
district. Officials said that an 
army JCO posted in the Khari 
area of Poonch district passed 
away after suffering a heart 
attack today.

The deceased officer has 
been identified as Captain 
(Ordinary) Talib Hussain, cur-
rently deployed at a post in 
Khari under the jurisdiction of 
Police Station Poonch in 
Haveli tehsil.

The officer reportedly suf-
fered a massive heart attack at 
the post, resulting in his on-
spot death.

Police have taken cogni-
sance of the incident, and fur-
ther investigation is now un-
derway, officials said.

Jammu and Kashmir has a 
740-km-long line of control 
(LoC) and a 240-km-long in-
ternational border. The LoC is 
guarded by the Army and sit-
uated in the Baramulla, Ban-
dipora, Kupwara districts of 
the Valley and in Poonch, Ra-
jouri and partly in the Jammu 
district of the Jammu divi-
sion. The international border 
is guarded by the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) and is sit-
uated in Jammu, Samba and 
Kathua districts of Jammu 

division.
The army and the BSF 

guard against infiltration of 
terrorists, cross-border smug-
gling and drone activity  
initiated by terror outfit  
from across the border with 
the help of the Pakistan 
Army. The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police and the security 
forces are deployed on an-
ti-terrorist duties in the  
hinterland.

In their revised strategy, 
police and the security forces 
target terrorists, their over 
ground workers (OGWs), 
sympathisers, drug smug-
glers and those involved in 
hawala money rackets and 
other unlawful financial ac-
tivities. It is believed that the 
funds generated from these 
unlawful activities are finally 
used to sustain terrorism  
in J&K.

Kerala LoP Satheesan 
accuses CPI(M) of 
shielding criminals

KANNUR

Leader of the Opposition in 
the Kerala Assembly, V.D. 
Satheesan, on Saturday de-
fended the Congress’s han-
dling of the complaint against 
suspended MLA Rahul Mam-
kootathil, while launching a 
sharp attack on the ruling 
CPI(M) for protecting crimi-
nals and those involved in 
serious offences. Satheesan 
said the Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) had 
already taken organisational 
action against Mamkootathil 
and clarified its stand after 
internal consultations.

One cannot take punitive 
action twice for the same is-
sue. The KPCC president has 
clearly explained the party’s 
position after consultations. 
That is the collective stand of 
the Congress, he said.

He accused the CPI(M) of 
attempting to exploit the issue 
to divert attention from the 
Sabarimala gold theft case.

We will not fall into that 
trap. Two former presidents of 
the Travancore Devaswom 
Board were jailed in connec-
tion with the theft of Ayyap-
pa’s gold, yet the CPI(M) has 
taken no action against them, 
Satheesan alleged.

He further criticised the 
CPI(M) for fielding a candi-
date convicted in a case in-
volving a bomb attack on a 
police vehicle in Payyannur.

The court found him guilty 
of attempting to kill police 
personnel and sentenced him 
to 20 years in prison. Still, the 
CPI(M) is protecting him. 
This shows their double stan-
dards, he said.

Naveen Patnaik slams Odisha 
Supplementary Budget

BHUBANESWAR

The day after Odisha Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi presented the Rs 17,440 
crore Supplementary Budget 
for the financial year 2025-
2026 in the state Assembly, 
Leader of the Opposition and 
Biju Janata Dal chief Naveen 
Patnaik on Saturday launched 
a scathing attack on the gov-
ernment, stating the Budget 
has shattered the expectations 
of the state’s populace.

Patnaik, through a social 
media post, asserted that the 
new Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government's first Sup-
plementary Budget lacks any 
major infrastructure initiative 
or long-term vision and is dis-
appointing to citizens hoping 
for significant progress in the 
first full year of office.

The former Chief Minister 
alleged that the fiscal docu-
ment pushes Odisha further 
towards a fiscal deficit trap, 
even as administrative expen-
diture shrinks and the state’s 
debt burden continues its up-
ward trend.

Except for allocations to the 
Works Department (Rs 900 
crore) and a few urban infra-
structure projects, there is 

nothing substantial in this 
budget, he said in the post.

Patnaik further claimed the 
government tabled the Sup-
plementary Budget merely to 
hide the declining Central as-
sistance and its own ineffi-
ciency, adding, This Supple-
mentary Budget is not in the 
interest of the people of Odi-
sha, and it is merely an addi-
tional effort to mislead them.

Chief Minister Majhi, who 
also holds the finance portfo-
lio, presented the Rs 17,440 
crore Supplementary Budget 
in the state Assembly on  
Friday.

The total provision includes 
Rs 3,389 crore for administra-
tive expenditure, covering Rs 
1,406 crore for government 
debt repayment and Rs 250 
crore for the maintenance of 
roads and bridges.

The government earmarked 
Rs 13,716 crore for expendi-
ture on various government 
programmes and priority sec-
tors. Key allocations under 
the programme expenditure 
include Rs 3,000 crore for the 
revolving fund for paddy pro-
curement and Rs 1,325 crore 
towards subsidy under the 
Public Distribution System 
(PDS).
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National Investigation Agency charge sheets 
1 more accused in Maoism revival case

NEW DELHI

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Saturday 
filed charges against one 
more accused in a case relat-
ing to attempts by the banned 
CPI (Maoist) terror organisa-
tion to revive its influence in 
northern states. The arrested 
accused, Vishal Singh alias 
Suraj, a resident of Mathura 
(UP), has been charge sheeted 
under section 121A of IPC 
and sections 18,20, 38 & 39 
of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act. He is the 

second accused to be charge 
sheeted in the case RC-
01/2023/NIA-LKW. The NIA 
had in February charge sheet-
ed accused Ajay Singhal alias 
Aman in the case related to 
concerted attempts by leaders, 
cadres and sympathisers/Over 
Ground Workers (OGWs) of 
CPI (Maoist) to re-energise 
the organisation in the NRB 
states of UP, Uttarakhand, Del-
hi, Punjab, Haryana and Him-
achal Pradesh. As per NIA in-
vestigations, CPI (Maoist) 
member Vishal Singh had 
spent 10 days in the Chhakar-

bandha/ Pachrukhiya forest 
area to train the organisation’s 
cadre on the handling and op-
eration of a drone that he was 
carrying. He also conducted 
cadre meetings with senior CPI 

(Maoist) leaders Pramod Mish-
ra alias Sohan Da and Sandeep 
Yadav alias Rupesh Ji, CC 
member of Bihar Jharkhand 
Special Area Committee (BJ-
SAC) of CPI(Maoist).

ED seizes Punjab patwari’s 
property worth ₹2.76 cr

CHANDIGARH

Immovable property worth Rs 
2.76 crore belonging to a pat-
wari working in the Punjab 
government’s revenue depart-
ment was attached by the En-
forcement Directorate in a 
money laundering case, an 
official said on Saturday.Mil-
lennial media consulting

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED), Jalandhar Zonal Of-
fice, provisionally attached 
immovable property worth Rs 
2.76 crore related to Cham-
kaur Lal under the provisions 

of the Prevention of Mon-
ey-laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002, on Friday, the ED said 
in a statement. The ED initiat-
ed an investigation based on 

an FIR registered by the Vig-
ilance Bureau, Punjab, against 
the patwari under sections 
13(1)(b) and 13(2) of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act, 
1988, for amassing assets dis-
proportionate to his income 
during April 1, 2017 and 
March 31, 2023. The ED in-
vestigation revealed that 
Chamkaur Lal, while serving 
as a patwari in Dera Bassi and 
Kharar Tehsils of the Govern-
ment of Punjab, had amassed 
assets disproportionate to the 
legitimate income of himself 
and his family members.
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QUICK READ
India, Israel enter 
deeper trade and  

tech ties 

Russian overnight 
attack on Ukraine  

kills three

Indonesia  
flood death toll  

climbs to 303 

Tel Aviv
India and Israel are 

strengthening their rela-
tions centred on trade 
talks, technology part-
nerships and strategic 

coordination, according 
to a new report. The re-

port from India Narrative 
said that the countries 
signing Terms of Refer-
ence in Tel Aviv to begin 
talks on a proposed Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) 
proves a new phase of 
enhanced bilateral ties 

has begun. A new bilater-
al investment frame-

work, and sectoral coop-
eration in areas like ag-
ritech, water, cyber, and 
defence is also under-

way, the report said.

Kyiv
A vast Russian overnight 
attack on Ukraine killed 

three people and 
wounded nearly 30, offi-

cials said on Saturday, 
with more than 

600,000 households 
left without power after 
strikes on the grid as the 
U.S. attempts to broker 

peace talks. While every-
one is discussing points 
of peace plans, Russia 
continues to pursue its 

‘war plan’ of two points: 
to kill and destroy, 

Ukraine’s foreign minis-
ter Andrii Sybiha wrote 

on Saturday morning as 
Kyiv residents surveyed 

the damage after a 
heavy night of explo-

sions that mostly target-
ed the capital.

Jakarta
The death toll from 

floods and landslides 
following cyclonic rains 
in the Indonesian island 
of Sumatra has risen to 

303, the head of the 
country’s disaster mitiga-
tion agency said on Sat-
urday, up from a previous 
figure of 174 dead. Large 
parts of Indonesia, Ma-

laysia and Thailand have 
been stricken by cy-

clone-fuelled torrential 
rain for a week, with a 

rare tropical storm form-
ing in the Malacca Strait. 
At least 279 people are 

still missing even as 
about 80,000 people 
have been evacuated 
and hundreds are still 

stranded in three prov-
inces across Sumatra is-
land, Indonesia’s west-
ernmost area, head of 

the agency Suharyanto 
told journalists.

Australian Prime Minister Albanese 
marries partner Jodie Haydon 

SYDNEY

Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese married 
his partner Jodie Haydon in 
an intimate ceremony at The 
Lodge in Canberra on Satur-
day, marking the first time a 
sitting Australian leader has 
wed while in office. The cou-
ple described the occasion as 
a deeply personal celebration 
shared with close family and 
friends.

We are absolutely delighted 
to share our love and commit-
ment to spending our future 
lives together, in front of our 
family and closest friends, Al-
banese and Haydon said in a 
joint statement. The Prime 
Minister later shared a short 
video of the ceremony on X, 
captioned simply, Married.

The event was attended by 
several senior government 
leaders, including ministers 
Penny Wong, Mark Butler, 

Katy Gallagher, Don Farrell, 
Tony Burke, Richard Marles, 
Jim Chalmers, Tim Ayres and 
Jenny McAllister. New South 
Wales MPs John Graham and 
Jo Haylen were also present, 
underscoring the significance 
of the occasion within  

political circles.
Opposition Leader Sussan 

Ley extended warm congrat-
ulations, saying, Congratula-
tions to Anthony and Jodie! I 
wish them every happiness as 
they continue building their 
lives together, as quoted by 

The Sydney Morning Herald.
The historic wedding caps a 

milestone year for Albanese, 
who led the Labour Party to a 
sweeping election victory ear-
lier this year, securing a re-
cord 94 seats in the lower 
house. Throughout his politi-
cal rise, Haydon has been a 
constant presence, accompa-
nying him during the 2022 
election campaign and again 
this May as Labour claimed a 
strong majority.

Albanese publicly expressed 
his gratitude to Haydon on 
election night, acknowledging 
the unexpected turn her life 
had taken. I am so grateful for 
your support, your friendship 
and your love, he said. You 
make me so happy, which mat-
ters… I look forward to living 
our lives together.

The wedding marks the 
Prime Minister’s second mar-
riage, following the end of his 
previous 19-year partnership.

ALBANESE WEDDINGSU DO KU
Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Fill a 9×9 grid with 
numbers so that 

each row, column 
and 3×3 section 
contain all of the 

digits between 
1 and 9.

Solutions to Yesterday’s puzzle

HK mourns victims of blaze as 
search for remains continues

Hong Kong authorities reported no additional remains found as investigations 
widen into the deadly Wang Fuk Court residential fire

HONG KONG

Hong Kong mourned the 128 
confirmed deaths caused by 
the massive fire at the Wang 
Fuk Court high-rise complex, 
though the toll may rise as 
150 residents remain unac-
counted for several days after 
the disaster. Authorities have 
arrested 11 people in connec-
tion with the blaze, investigat-
ing potential corruption and 
the use of unsafe materials 
during renovations.

Rescue operations in Tai 
Po, near the mainland China 
border, officially concluded 
on Friday, though police 
warned that searches through 
the damaged buildings could 
continue for weeks. The num-
ber of missing people was 
revised from 200 to 150 after 
some families reconnected 
with relatives previously re-

ported missing. During 
searches, no additional bodies 
were found, though three cats 
and a turtle were rescued.

The fire, which started 
Wednesday afternoon, en-
gulfed seven of the eight 
32-storey buildings, aided by 
bamboo scaffolding, green 
mesh, and foam insulation 
used in renovations. Fire 
alarms in the complex were 

reportedly non-functional. 
Families and mourners gath-
ered near Wang Fuk Court to 
lay flowers and identify vic-
tims using photographs pro-
vided by rescue teams.

The tragedy affected do-
mestic workers from Indone-
sia and the Philippines, with 
six Indonesian citizens con-
firmed dead, and one Filipino 
critically injured. Survivors 

recounted harrowing experi-
ences ,  including being 
trapped in smoke-filled 
rooms.

The blaze is Hong Kong’s 
deadliest since 1948 and has 
drawn comparisons to Lon-
don’s Grenfell Tower fire. 
Residents had previously 
ra i sed  concerns  abou t  
fire hazards related to renova-
tion materials. Authorities 
have arrested construction 
company personnel and con-
sultants on suspicion of man-
slaughter for using flammable 
materials.

While public anger has 
been relatively muted com-
pared to earlier protests, vol-
unteers and activists are call-
ing for government account-
ability, independent investiga-
tions, and improved construc-
tion oversight to prevent such 
tragedies in the future.

Sri Lanka declares 
public emergency 

as weather  
crisis deepens

Sri Lanka imposed an 
immediate public 

emergency as floods, 
landslides and cyclone 
aftermath continue to 
endanger thousands 

nationwide.

COLOMBO

Sri Lankan President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake on Sat-
urday declared a State of Pub-
lic Emergency with immedi-
ate effect under the Public 
Security Ordinance, as the 
country battles one of its 
worst weather-related disas-
ters in recent years. The an-
nouncement comes amid re-
lentless floods, landslides and 
widespread infrastructure 
damage affecting thousands 
across the island.

Local media quoted Minis-
ter Wasantha Samarasinghe as 
saying the Extraordinary Ga-
zette was issued to ensure 
public safety and enable faster 
disaster response. He noted 
that almost every region of 
the country has been severely 
impacted by the adverse 
weather conditions, with 
emergency teams facing 
mounting challenges in rescue 
and relief operations.

Although Cyclone Ditwah 
has now moved away from 
Sri Lanka, its devastating im-
pact continues. Authorities 
confirmed that power trans-
mission systems damaged by 
the storm have yet to be fully 
restored. Officials cautioned 
that the disaster situation re-
mains far from over, urging 
citizens to stay alert as recov-
ery efforts continue.

Athula Karunanayake, Di-
rector General of the Meteo-
rological Department, warned 
that the Western and Sabarag-
amuwa provinces may expe-

rience rainfall exceeding 50 
mm, while other regions are 
also expected to face intermit-
tent showers and thunder-
storms. Residents in flood-hit 
areas have been strongly ad-
vised not  to  return to  
their homes until conditions 
improve.

The Disaster Management 
Centre (DMC) reported that 
the national death toll from 
the extreme weather and cy-
clone-related incidents has 
risen to 123. Karunanayake 
further cautioned that wind 
speeds over land and sur-
rounding seas could reach 
60–70 km/h, prompting warn-
ings against fishing and ma-
rine travel due to dangerous 
sea conditions.

Normal weather patterns 
are expected to gradually re-
turn by late Sunday, after 
which the full extent of Cy-
clone Ditwah’s impact will be 
assessed.

Death toll in SL climbs to 123, rescue efforts intensify
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka continues to strug-
gle with the severe aftermath 
of Cyclone Ditwah, as the 
Disaster Management Centre 
(DMC) confirmed that the 
death toll has climbed to 123 
over the past few days, ac-
cording to local media re-
ports on Saturday. Authori-
ties have also stated that 130 
people remain missing, with 
rescue and relief operations 
ongoing, as reported by the 

Daily Mirror.
The Kandy District has 

recorded the highest number 
of casualties, reporting 51 
deaths, while 67 individuals 
are still unaccounted for. In 
Badulla District, 35 deaths 
have been confirmed, with 
27 people reported missing.

Other regions severely af-
fected include Kegalle with 
nine deaths, Matale with 
eight, Nuwara Eliya with 
six, and Ampara with five.

The DMC said the de-

struction caused by Cyclone 
Ditwah has deeply affected 
communities across the 
country. A total of 373,428 
people from 102,877 fami-
lies have been impacted by 
floods, landslides, and pow-
erful winds.

Residents in low-lying 
parts of the Maha Oya valley 
have been urgently advised to 
exercise extreme caution, as 
authorities warn of a poten-
tially high-risk flood situation 
of a severity not experienced 

in recent times in the area.
At least 40 people, includ-

ing a foreign woman, were 
rescued from a bus that was 
swept away by floodwaters 
on the Kala Oya Bridge 
along the Anuradhapura–
Puttalam road.

The bus,  which had 
around 60 passengers on 
board, was forced to halt as 
rising waters pushed it off 
course, prompting passen-
gers to climb onto the roof 
of a nearby house for safety.

Tarique Rahman longs to visit 
critically ill mother in B’desh

BNP leader Tarique Rahman expresses desire to return home as 
mother Khaleda Zia’s critical health raises nationwide concern.

DHAKA

Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty’s (BNP) acting chairman 
Tarique Rahman said on Sat-
urday that he deeply wishes to 
return to Bangladesh to be by 
the side of his critically ill 
mother and party chief, 
Khaleda Zia. However, he 
stressed that the prevailing 
political circumstances make 
it impossible for him to travel 
home at this moment.

Rahman shared an emotion-
al message on his social me-
dia platform, urging people to 
continue praying for Khaleda 
Zia’s recovery. He expressed 
hope that once the political 
climate stabilises, his pro-
longed wait to return to Ban-
gladesh will finally come to 
an end. His remarks came as 
concern mounted nationwide 

regarding the deteriorating 
health of the former prime 
minister.

Local media in Dhaka re-
ported on Saturday that 
Khaleda Zia’s condition has 
worsened further. She remains 
under close and continuous 
monitoring in the Coronary 
Care Unit (CCU) of Evercare 
Hospital in the capital. Medi-
cal officials have reportedly 
intensified observation and 
treatment protocols as her 
health continues to fluctuate.

In such a moment of crisis, 
I, too, strongly long for my 

mother’s affectionate touch, 
just like any child. But unlike 
others, I do not have the unre-
stricted freedom or sole au-
thority to make that happen, 
Rahman wrote. He added that 
the matter involves complex-
ities he cannot fully explain 
publicly due to its sensitivity. 
Our family remains hopeful 
that once the political situa-
tion reaches the expected 
stage, my long and anxious 
wait to return to my homeland 
will finally come to an end.

As news of Khaleda Zia’s 
worsening condition spread, 
the premises of Evercare Hos-
pital saw a steady influx of 
BNP leaders, activists and sup-
porters throughout the day. 
Many gathered to express sol-
idarity, offer prayers and seek 
updates about the health of the 
78-year-old opposition leader.

South Korea to require new 
alcohol, nicotine warning labels

SEOUL

The government plans to introduce a new warning label system 
for alcoholic beverages that allows manufacturers to choose 
either a text warning or a pictogram starting next September, 
according to officials on Saturday. According to the health min-
istry, companies must newly include a drunk-driving warning 
on soju, beer and all other alcoholic products, but they may 
select one method of display -- either a written warning text or 
an illustrated pictogram -- under a revision to the enforcement 
rule of the National Health Promotion Act.

The changes aim to ensure consumers recognize the risks of 
alcohol consumption before drinking, according to officials.

The revised rules follow the legislative amendment to the 
National Health Promotion Act promulgated in March. To allow 
preparation time for the alcohol industry, the new labeling re-
quirements will take effect on September 19, 2026.

Meanwhile, the government plans to amend tobacco-related 
laws to designate synthetic nicotine as a type of tobacco in order 
to regulate the product category seeing growing popularity 
among young smokers, according to officials.

The Ministry of Health and Welfare and the Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance plan to push for a revision of the law to in-
clude synthetic nicotine in the definition of tobacco under the 
Tobacco Business Act, according to officials.

In South Korea, tobacco-related laws are mandated under the 
National Health Promotion Act, under the jurisdiction of the 
health ministry, and the Tobacco Business Act governed by the 
finance ministry. They stipulate a tobacco product is what is 
manufactured in a state suitable for smoking, sucking, inhaling 
steam, chewing or smelling, by using tobacco leaves as all or 
any part of the raw materials.

Airbus A320 software 
recall unlikely to 

affect S. Korea flights
SEOUL

Over 40 Airbus A320-series 
aircraft currently operating in 
South Korea are subject to a 
global software-related recall, 
but the issue is unlikely to 
trigger major flight delays or 
cancellations domestically, 
according to the transport 
ministry on Saturday. On Fri-
day, Airbus issued a large-
scale recall order of its A320 
family of jets after identifying 
a software flaw capable of 
causing severe flight-safety 
issues, including unintended 
rapid descent.

According to the ministry, 
five Korean carriers -- Korean 
Air, Asiana Airlines, Air Bu-
san, Air Seoul and Aero K -- 
opera te  a  to ta l  o f  80 
A320-family jets. Of those, 
42 units were subject to the 
recall measure.

The ministry said it relayed 
an emergency directive issued 
by the European Union Avia-
tion Safety Agency (EASA) 
to global aviation authorities 
to ensure affected aircraft un-
dergo immediate software re-
placement or modification 
before continuing operations 
to domestic airlines.

Yoo Kyung-su, direc-
tor-general for aviation safety 
at the ministry, said the up-
date takes less than an hour 
per aircraft, adding that about 
half of the affected jets had 
already been updated as of 
Friday and all updates would 
be completed by Sunday 
morning, Yonhap news agen-
cy reported.

An Asiana Airlines official 
said 17 of its 24 A320-series 
jets require the software fix, 
noting that all updates can be 
completed during regular 
ground time, with no impact 
on the flight schedule.

Meanwhile, Air travel is set 
to face disruptions this week-
end as 6,000 Airbus A320 
family aircraft have been 
grounded for a mandatory 
software update. Airlines 
worldwide are expected to 
complete the upgrade by early 
next week.

Operations are expected to 
normalise by December 1 or 
2. This global move comes 
after a safety investigation 
into a JetBlue flight incident 
that occurred on October 30.
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RBI faces crucial decision on repo rate
NEW DELHI

India is entering an important 
moment as the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) prepares for its 
next monetary policy meet-
ing. The discussion comes at 
a time when the economy is 
doing very well, with strong 
GDP growth and the lowest 
inflation ever recorded in the 
current Consumer Price Index 
series.

Latest data shows India’s 
real GDP grew by 8.2 per cent 
in the second quarter of FY 
2025-26, compared to 5.6 per 
cent in the same quarter last 
year. Inflation in October 
dropped sharply to just 0.25 
per cent, showing that prices 
are stable and the economy 
remains healthy. This rare mix 

of high growth and very low 
inflation has led many to 
wonder if the RBI might cut 
the repo rate again.

Some economists believe 
the current rate is already at 
a fair level. They point out 
that future inflation may stay 

around 4 per cent, which 
gives a real repo rate of 
about 1 to 1.5 per cent. Be-
cause of this, they feel there 
may be no need for a rate cut 
right now. However, they 
agree that the RBI may con-
sider Open Market Opera-

tions to support liquidity in 
December, when advance tax 
payments could drain the 
system.

RBI Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra has said there is room 
for a rate cut due to the posi-
tive economic situation. He 
stressed that the central bank 
aims to balance price stability 
with growth, without being 
either aggressive or defensive. 
The RBI kept the repo rate 
unchanged in the August and 
October meetings after reduc-
ing it by 100 basis points ear-
lier in the year.

Global firm Morgan Stan-
ley expects the RBI to cut the 
repo rate by 25 basis points to 
5.25 per cent, with future de-
cisions likely to depend on 
new economic data.

MONETARY MOVE AHEAD

QUICK READ

Vivek Chaturvedi 
becomes new  

CBIC Chairman

Jio widens  
lead with strong 
October growth

IndiGo leads  
Airbus safety 
reset in India

New Delhi
Vivek Chaturvedi, a 

1990-batch IRS officer, 
has been appointed 

Chairman of the Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes 

and Customs (CBIC), fol-
lowing the retirement of 
Sanjay Kumar Agarwal. 

Currently a CBIC Member 
overseeing Tax Policy 

and Legal wings, 
Chaturvedi brings over 30 

years of experience, in-
cluding roles as Principal 
DG of Vigilance and head 
of DG Analytics and Risk 
Management. Known for 
leading data-driven initi-

atives to curb tax eva-
sion, he is expected to 

enhance compliance and 
operational efficiency. 
The CBIC administers 
GST, customs, and ex-

cise, playing a key role in 
tax collection, enforce-

ment, and trade facilita-
tion nationwide.

New Delhi
Reliance Jio continued its 
strong growth in October 
2025, adding more mo-

bile and broadband users 
than any other telecom 
company, according to 

new TRAI data. Jio gained 
3.9 million active mobile 
users, widening its lead 

over Airtel and pushing its 
market share to 41.4%. In 
wireline services, Jio add-
ed nearly four times more 
users, helped by the rising 

demand for AirFiber. 
Broadband use across In-
dia also increased, reach-

ing 999.81 million sub-
scribers. Jio remained the 
top wireless broadband 

provider with 494.93 mil-
lion users, far ahead of 

Airtel and Vodafone Idea. 
TRAI also recorded over 
15 million MNP requests 

in October.

New Delhi
India’s largest airlines, In-

diGo and Air India, are 
progressing with the 

mandatory Airbus 
A320-family safety reset, 
mandated by Airbus and 
EASA. IndiGo has com-

pleted updates on 160 of 
200 aircraft, achieving 
80% compliance, with 

engineering teams work-
ing overnight to avoid de-
lays or cancellations. Air 
India has completed the 
reset on over 40% of its 

fleet, maintaining sched-
ules but warning of minor 
delays. Both airlines em-
phasised passenger safe-
ty as the top priority while 

meeting global compli-
ance deadlines. Travellers 
are advised to check flight 

status online. The large-
scale reset ensures air-

craft remain reliable and 
safe for all passengers.

SEBI Chief calls for 
stronger money awareness
NEW DELHI

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta 
Pandey has stressed the grow-
ing need for financial literacy 
as more people make money 
choices through digital plat-
forms. Speaking at a regional 
investor awareness seminar 
organised by the National 
S t o c k  E x c h a n g e  i n 
Puducherry, he explained that 
understanding basic financial 
ideas is essential for people to 
safely save, invest, and pro-
tect their earnings in today’s 
fast-changing financial world.

Pandey said SEBI will con-
tinue working on stronger in-
vestor protection by expand-
ing its multilingual and multi-
media awareness campaigns. 
He highlighted the success of 
initiatives like “SEBI vs 
SCAM” and  sa id  new 
state-level SEBI offices will 
help spread financial educa-
tion more effectively at the 
ground level. According to 
him, these steps are important 
because financial decisions 

are becoming more closely 
linked to everyday life, and 
people must be able to make 
informed choices.

Sharing insights from SE-
BI’s Investor Survey 2025, 
Pandey said only 36 per cent 
of investors have a moderate 
or high understanding of the 
securities market. Meanwhile, 
62 per cent depend on advice 

from friends, family mem-
bers, or social media. He 
warned that simple awareness 
is not enough because invest-
ing without proper knowledge 
exposes people to unneces-
sary risks. He added that the 
gap between knowing and 
truly understanding shows 
why financial education must 
grow along with market par-
ticipation.

P a n d e y  a l s o  n o t e d 
Puducherry’s strong growth in 
investors, rising from 22,000 
in 2014–15 to nearly 1.24 
lakh today. He said the Union 
Territory’s high literacy rate 
and strong per capita income 
give its people a good base to 
engage confidently with fi-
nancial products.

Across India, there are over 
21 crore demat accounts held 
by about 13.6 crore unique 
investors. Nearly one lakh 
new accounts are opened dai-
ly, and mutual fund assets 
have crossed ₹80 trillion—
seven times higher than a de-
cade ago.

Pandey said SEBI will enhance 
investor protection through 

awareness campaigns, new state 
offices, and financial education 
to help people make informed 
everyday financial decisions.

Leaders praise India’s 
strong quarterly growth

NEW DELHI

India’s economy showed 
strong momentum in the Sep-
tember quarter, with new data 
revealing that real GDP grew 
by 8.2 per cent in Q2 of finan-
cial year 2025–26. Political 
leaders across parties reacted 
on Saturday, calling the re-
sults a major achievement and 
a sign that India is rising fast 
in the global economy.

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju 
said the latest numbers show 
“a remarkable GDP record” 
and reflect the country’s strong 
economic performance. Uttar 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Brajesh Pathak also wel-
comed the results, saying that 
India has made a “significant 
leap” under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s leadership. 
He noted that India has 
climbed from being the 
world’s 11th largest economy 
in 2014 to the 4th today, and 
he believes the country is on 
track to reach 3rd place soon.

JD(U) leader Rajiv Ranjan 
Prasad called the growth “his-

toric.” He said that even 
though global trade faced 
many challenges, India still 
delivered stronger-than-ex-
pected numbers because of 
major reforms and supportive 
policies. Bihar Minister Ram 
Kripal Yadav said India’s 
steady progress since 2014 
proves that the government’s 
decisions are helping the 
country grow while many na-
tions face slowdowns.

However, Congress spokes-
person Surendra Rajput said 

the growth must be felt in 
people’s daily lives. He urged 
the government to show clear 
proof of lower unemploy-
ment, reduced inflation, high-
er production, and fair crop 
prices for farmers. He added 
that global groups and some 
Opposition leaders have 
raised questions about the 
credibility of India’s data, and 
transparency is important.

According to an official 
statement, India is already the 
world’s fourth largest econo-
my and is expected to become 
the third largest by 2030 with 
a projected GDP of $7.3 tril-
lion. The statement said In-
dia’s rise is driven by struc-
tural reforms, strong deci-
sion-making, and deeper 
global integration.

The latest data shows that 
Q1 GDP grew 7.8 per cent, 
while Q2 saw 8.2 per cent 
growth. Every major sector 
contributed, with primary sec-
tor GVA at 3.1 per cent, sec-
ondary at 8.1 per cent, and 
services leading with 9.2 per 
cent.

Union Minister Rijiju and 
UP Deputy CM Pathak 
praised India’s GDP 

growth, noting progress 
from 11th in 2014 to 4th 

today, aiming for 3rd soon

Markets rise again on strong 
earnings momentum

Analysts noted global conditions eased inflation worries, but Nifty Midcap100 
and Smallcap100 fell 0.11% and 0.10%, respectively, as broader markets lagged

MUMBAI

Indian stock markets recorded 
gains for the third straight 
week, supported by strong Q2 
earnings, steady domestic in-
flows, and positive global sig-
nals. The Nifty rose 0.34 per 
cent to close at 26,202, while 
the Sensex climbed 0.52 per 
cent to finish at 85,706.

Analysts said global condi-
tions remained favourable, 
with softer US bond yields, 
fresh hopes of an upcoming 
Federal Reserve rate cut, and 
stable crude oil prices helping 
ease inflation worries. How-
ever, broader markets did not 
keep pace. The Nifty Mid-
cap100 slipped 0.11 per cent, 
while the Smallcap100 fell 
0.10 per cent during the week.

Sector-wise, pharma, PSU 
banks, media and IT stocks 
led the uptrend. Realty, con-
sumer durables, and oil & gas 
counters showed weakness. 
The week saw sharp swings 
in the indices as investors 

navigated phases of volatility, 
resilience, and profit booking. 
Nifty briefly touched 25,842 
before rebounding to an in-
tra-day high of 26,310 on the 
final trading day.

According to Bharat K. 
Gala, President and Technical 
Head at Ventura, traders 
should watch the support zone 
between 25,851 and 25,566. A 
fall below these levels could 
push the index to 25,337, and 
possibly further towards the 
25,107–24,780 range.

Experts said India’s stron-
ger-than-expected Q2 GDP 
data — driven by firm manu-

facturing output, active con-
struction activity and healthy 
consumer spending — is like-
ly to support market senti-
ment in the near term. With 
faster GDP growth and im-
proving credit expansion pro-
viding a strong base for earn-
ings in the second half of the 
year, the medium-term out-
look stays optimistic.

Next week, investors will 
track key macroeconomic in-
dicators, including India and 
US PMI data, US core PCE 
inflation numbers, and the 
Reserve Bank of India’s poli-
cy decision.

India’s coffee sector 
poised for strong growth
NEW DELHI

India’s coffee industry is set 
for major expansion over the 
next few years, with new pro-
jections showing an annual 
growth rate of 8.9 per cent by 
2028. An official statement re-
leased on Saturday said the 
out-of-home coffee market is 
expected to grow even faster, 
rising between 15 and 20 per 
cent each year to reach $2.6 
billion to $3.2 billion by 2028.

The Coffee Board of India 
has set an ambitious target to 
increase national production 
to 9 lakh tonnes by 2047. At 
present,  India produces 
around 3.6 lakh tonnes of cof-
fee each year, and nearly 70 
per cent of this is exported to 
128 countries. The rise of 
well-known specialty variet-
ies such as Monsooned Mala-
bar, Mysore Nuggets and 
Koraput Coffee has helped 
India build a strong reputation 
as a supplier of high-quality 
beans in global markets.

The government said the 
success of tribal cooperatives, 
including the Tribal Develop-
ment Co-operative Corpora-
tion of Odisha Ltd (TDC-

COL), shows how coffee 
farming can support rural de-
velopment and create stable 
livelihoods. Smallholder 
farmers make up almost 99 
per cent of coffee growers in 
India and produce around 70 
per cent of the nation’s total 
output. This makes the crop 
an important part of the rural 
economy.

Recent GST cuts and free 
trade agreements, including 
the India–UK Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agree-
ment, have widened opportu-
nities for value-added coffee 
exports. India’s coffee exports 
have crossed $1 billion for 
four straight years, reaching a 
record $1.8 billion in FY25—
40 per cent higher than the 
previous year. Between April 
and September 2025, exports 
touched $1.07 billion, mark-
ing a 15.5 per cent jump from 
the same period in 2024.

The GST reduction from 18 
per cent to 5 per cent on cof-
fee extracts and essences is 
expected to bring retail prices 
down by up to 12 per cent, 
boost domestic demand and 
improve earnings for small 
processors.

Tariff surge deeply hurts India’s United States exports
NEW DELHI

India’s exports to the United 
States, its biggest export mar-
ket, have suffered a sharp set-
back due to steep tariff hikes 
introduced by Washington this 
year. A new report from the 
Global Trade Research Initia-
tive (GTRI) shows that Indian 
shipments fell 28.5 per cent 
between May and October 
2025, dropping from USD 8.83 
billion to USD 6.31 billion.

The decline follows a rapid 
escalation in US duties—start-
ing at 10 per cent in April, ris-
ing to 25 per cent in early Au-
gust, and then doubling to 50 
per cent later that month. This 

made Indian products some of 
the most heavily taxed in the 
US market, with tariffs even 
higher than those imposed on 
China, which faced around 30 
per cent, while Japan faced 15 
per cent.

According to GTRI, India’s 
exports fell across all three 
major tariff categories. Tar-
iff-exempt sectors like smart-
phones, medicines and petro-
leum products made up 40.3 
per cent of October shipments 

but still fell 25.8 per cent 
overall. Products under global 
uniform tariffs, mainly metals 
and auto parts, slid 23.8 per 
cent. The steepest drop came 
in labour-intensive categories 
facing the new 50 per cent 
duty—gems and jewellery, 
solar panels, textiles, chemi-
cals and seafood—all falling 
31.2 per cent.

Smartphone exports alone 
plunged 36 per cent, losing 
nearly USD 790 million in 
five months. Other major 
items like petroleum products 
declined 15.5 per cent, while 
pharma shipments saw only a 
minor 1.6 per cent dip.

GTRI said the situation is 

worsened by delays in India’s 
new Export Promotion Mis-
sion (EPM), approved earlier 
this month but still not opera-
tional. With older export sup-
port schemes stalled and year-
ly funds limited, the think 
tank urged the government to 
quickly issue guidelines and 
restart payments. It also 
called for pressing the US to 
withdraw the extra 25 per 
cent Russia-related tariff, 
which would cut India’s total 
tariff burden to 25 per cent.

GTRI said these steps are 
crucial to help exporters re-
cover competitiveness and 
re-balance trade talks with  
the US.

Gold prices rise strongly on fed cut hopes
NEW DELHI

Gold prices recorded a sharp 
weekly rise as stronger expec-
tations of a US Federal Re-
serve rate cut boosted safe-ha-
ven demand. The price of 
24-carat gold (10 grams) in-
creased by Rs 1,324 during 
the week, closing at Rs 
1,26,666 — up from Rs 
1,25,342, according to the In-
dia Bullion and Jewellers As-
sociation (IBJA).

Market watchers said the 
latest surge followed a jump 
in rate-cut expectations. The 
CME FedWatch Tool now 
shows an 86.9 per cent prob-
ability that the US Fed will 
reduce rates by 350 to 375 
basis points at its December 
meeting, compared with 71 
per cent a week earlier. Trad-
ers believe lower interest rates 
typically make gold more at-

tractive by reducing the ap-
peal of interest-bearing assets.

Internationally, analysts 
noted that gold has once again 
tested resistance between 
$4,215 and $4,240. They said 
a strong upward trigger is 
needed to break above 
$4,240, which could open the 
path toward the previous re-
cord high of $4,400 (Rs 
1,31,500). On the downside, a 
fall could push prices back 
towards $4,100 (Rs 1,23,000).

Gold prices dipped slightly 
on Friday after the US gov-
ernment shutdown ended, eas-
ing fears of economic disrup-

tion. Analysts added that gold 
currently has support in the 
Rs 1,25,750–1,24,980 range 
and resistance near Rs 
1,27,750–1,28,400. Silver 
also shows support between 
Rs 1,60,950 and Rs 1,59,400 
per kg, with resistance at Rs 
1,63,850–1,64,900.

Experts expect near-term 
softness in bullion unless 
safe-haven buying picks up 
again or the Federal Reserve 
signals a clearer policy shift. 
Bank of America recently 
projected that gold could 
touch $5,000, citing factors 
like high government debt, 
persistent inflation, lower in-
terest rates and unconvention-
al US economic policies. The 
bank also pointed to light in-
stitutional buying, slowing 
Chinese demand, global metal 
shortages and low inventories 
as key trends to watch.

Micron plans 
massive Japan 
investment for 

AI chips
TOKYO 

U.S. chipmaker Micron Tech-
nology is set to invest 1.5 tril-
lion yen (about $9.6 billion) 
to build a new memory chip 
plant in Hiroshima, according 
to a report by Nikkei. The fa-
cility will focus on producing 
advanced high-bandwidth 
memory (HBM) chips, which 
are in high demand due to the 
rapid growth of artificial in-
telligence and expanding data 
centre needs.

The company is expected to 
begin construction at its exist-
ing Hiroshima site in May 
next year, with shipments 
likely to start around 2028. 
Japan’s Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry is report-
edly planning to offer up to 
500 billion yen in support, 
reflecting Japan’s push to  
revive its semiconductor  
industry.

In recent years, Japan has 
been providing major subsi-
dies to attract global chipmak-
ers such as Micron and Tai-
wan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company (TSMC). 
The government is also part-
nering with IBM to support 
the construction of a new 
plant that will mass-produce 
advanced logic chips.

Micron’s expansion in Hi-
roshima is seen as a strategic 
move to diversify production 
away from Taiwan and 
strengthen its position against 
major competitor SK Hynix, 
currently the market leader in 
HBM technology. As AI-driv-
en hardware demand contin-
ues to surge worldwide, this 
new plant is expected to play 
a key role in the global semi-
conductor supply chain.
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YOU GIRLS 
JUST MADE US 
SOAR HIGH!

Since the turn of the 
millennium, the Indian 

sports arena has seen 
a gigantic surge in the 

number of female athletes 
shining on the world 

stage, a much-needed exit 
from the shadows they 

have been left behind 
for generations.

TRIUMPHANT DAUGHTERS T he landscape of 
Indian sports has 

undergone a revolu-
tionary change in re-

cent years, and the main pro-
tagonists of this change are 

‘Daughters of India’. Today, 
from Harmanpreet Kaur and 
Shefali Verma to PV Sindhu, 

Saikhom Mirabai Chanu, and 
Lovlina Borgohain, women 

athletes have not only waved 
India's parachute on the 

international stage, but also 
become a source of inspi-

ration for millions of young 
girls. It would not be an ex-

aggeration to say that Indian 
sports are going through a 

"happy period", the brilliance 
of which has been 

enhanced by 
the unprece-
dented suc-

cess of female 
players. 

A new chapter of achievements 

Cricket: The recent success of the Indian 
women’s cricket team, which includes big ti-
tles like World Cup (such as winning ODI and 
T20 World Cup in 2025), has taken female 
cricket to new heights. These victories have 
created a new passion for women’s cricket in 
the country. 
Olympics: The journey that started with Kar-
nam Malleshwari winning a bronze medal at 
the Sydney Olympics 2000 has now become 
a strong current. PV Sindhu (Badminton), Mary 
Com (Boxing), Sakshi Malik and Mirabai Chanu 
have proven that Indian women are fully pre-
pared for world class competition by winning 
medals in consecutive Olympics and World 
Championships. 
Other sports:  The performance of women 
teams and individual players, such as the hock-
ey team or Hima Das under Rani Rampal’s cap-
taincy, has also been commendable in sports 
like Kabaddi, Hockey, Shooting and Athletics. 

Golden successes on world map
Indian daughters have left their mark in almost 
every game. Nikhat Zarin and Lovelina Borgohen 
(boxing); PV Sindhu and Saina Nehwal (bad-
minton); Mirabai Chanu (weightlifting); Vinesh 
Phogat and Sakshi Malik (wrestling); Hima Das 
and Jyoti Yaraji (athletics), and many other 
achievers, who brought laurels to the coun-
try, thereby helping raise the tricolor high 
above all. Our young players in hockey and 
cricket have proved through medals and 
performance that talent does not de-
pend on gender.

Strength from challenges
This happy round did not come like 
this. Most of these female players have 
faced serious challenges such as pov-
erty, social stereotypes and gender dis-
crimination. Coming out of small towns 
and rural settings, where the game was 
often not considered suitable for girls, 
reaching the top from there is a result of their un-
breakable enthusiasm, willpower and hard work. 
Despite social pressures, lack of resources, eco-
nomic challenges and access to sports facilities, 
the daughters kept their dreams alive. With the 
strength of fitness, rigorous practice and mental 
stamina, they broke those boundaries that were 
once considered impossible for them.

Inspirational stories
Mary Com’s struggle for boxing, Hima Das’s rise 
from the paddy fields to make a splash on the 
track, and the stories of many other players 
show that facilities are no guarantee of suc-
cess; it is willpower, hard work and courage that 
makes champions. 

Policy, incentives and initiatives
The initiatives of the government and sports as-
sociations have also been an important factor 
in this happy period. Government schemes like 
‘Khelo India’ have helped to identify and train tal-
ents at the grassroots level. Institutions like Hock-
ey India are now providing better equipment and 
facilities to players, which has improved the level 
of training. The increase in prize money and hon-
our has inspired women players to make a career 
in sports. The schemes like ‘Khelo India’, ‘Target 
Olympic Podium Scheme’ and ‘Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao’ had a broad social impact. Under these 
government initiatives, the daughters of India 
have been receiving better training, nutrition and 
international exposure. The private sponsorships 
and league-based games have also opened new 
avenues for them.

THE PATH AHEAD... 
The success of Indian 

daughters symbolizes a big 
movement for women em-

powerment in society. When a 
daughter waves the tricolor on 
the playground, she gives the 
message to the whole coun-
try, especially other girls, that 
it is possible to dream big and 
fulfill them. This round is not 

limited to the number of med-
als, but it is a period of change 
in mentality. Parents are now 
encouraging their daughters 
to get ahead in sports. The 

daughters of the country have 
proven that if they get equal 
opportunities and cooper-
ation, they can become the 
best in any field. This happy 
round is only a beginning for 

India, and hopefully in the 
coming time our daughters 

will continue to establish 
unique records in every field of 
sports and torchbearers of the 

country’s future and pride.

Changed mentality on field
Today, girls are not just playing, but changing the lan-

guage of play. They are setting a new standard of con-
fidence, discipline and professional approach. Their 

aggressive and bold play in the field sends a message 
that it is no longer easy to push Indian women back.

The beginning of a new era
Gone are the days when games were considered a 

"second priority" for girls. Today they do not hesitate 
before choosing a career in sports, but move forward 
with determination. This change is the result of joint 
efforts of parents' thinking, government policies and 

strong will of players.

Role model player
Today, Indian daughters are not only winning medals, 

but have become an inspiration for the next gener-
ation. When girls from small towns and rural back-
grounds become world champions, this message 

reaches every home. 

Golden horizon 
of future

This joyful round for 
India is just the beginning. 
Better facilities, scientif-
ic training, attention to 

mental health and strong 
system of finding talent on 
the ground can make India 
a superpower of women's 
sports in the coming years.

Dr Vijay 
Garg 
Retired  

Principal & 
Educationist
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Malaysia and Netherlands 
begin with wins

Malaysia 
dominated 

Austria 5–1, with 
goals from Khairil, 

Osman, Johari, and 
Panicker, while Austria’s 

lone reply came from 
Kaiser via a penalty 

corner

MADURAI
 

Malaysia and the Netherlands 
began their FIH Men's Junior 
World Cup journey with 
strong wins, showing confi-
dence and control in their 
opening Pool E matches on 
Saturday.

In the first match of the day, 
Malaysia outplayed Austria 
with a clear 5-1 victory. The 
Malaysian team moved the 
ball smoothly and kept steady 
pressure on their opponents. 
Danish Khairil scored two 
quick field goals in the 56th 
and 57th minutes, adding 
power to Malaysia’s lead. 
Harris Osman scored earlier 
in the 28th minute, followed 

by Adam Johari in the 47th 
minute. Naaveenesh Panicker 
added another in the 55th 
minute, completing Malay-
sia’s impressive performance. 
Austria managed only one 
goal, which came from Julian 
Kaiser through a penalty cor-
ner in the 56th minute.

The Netherlands also start-
ed strong, beating England 
5-3 in a fast and exciting 
match. Jan van't Land gave 
the Dutch team early momen-
tum with a goal in the 2nd 
minute and another in the 
49th minute. Casper van der 
Veen added a well-placed 
field goal in the 26th minute. 
Joppe Wolbert converted a 
penalty stroke in the 39th 

minute, and Danilo Trieling 
scored from a penalty corner 
in the 54th minute. England 
fought hard and scored 
through Kaden Draysey, Mi-
chael Royden, and George 
Fletcher, but their efforts 
were not enough to stop the 
Dutch attack. More action 
was expected later in the tour-
nament, with Canada facing 
defending champions Germa-
ny in a Pool A match, while 
Egypt was set t o  p l a y 
Namibia in Pool D. 
The open-
ing day set 
an energet-
i c  t o n e , prom-
ising an ex- citing 
tournament ahead.

Indians shine at Spain 
golf tournament

Avani Prashanth shot a 
3-under 69 to reach 

4-under and tied 17th; 
Pranavi, Hitaashee, and 

Diksha struggled, 
finishing lower on the 

leaderboard.

MALAGA
 

Aditi Ashok stayed close to 
the top ten, while young golfer 
Avani Prashanth moved into 
the top twenty at the halfway 
stage of the Andalucia Costa 
del Sol Open de Espana. Aditi, 
a past champion who received 
an invitation to play this year, 
shot a steady 2-under 70. With 
this, she reached a total of 
5-under 139 and finished the 
second round tied for 11th 
place.

Rookie Avani Prashanth 
produced the best sec-
ond-round score among the 
Indians with a strong 3-under 
69. Her round took her to 
4-under overall, placing her 
tied at 17th. Among the other 
Indian players, Pranavi Urs 
carded a 71 and stood 
at 1-over, tied for 
47th place. Hitaa-
shee Bakshi and 
Diksha  Dagar 
struggled with 
scores of 76 and 75 
and ended tied at 
64th with 5-over. 

All three—Hitaa-
shee, Pranavi, 
a n d 

Avani—recently 
earned top-five finishes 
at the Hero Women’s Indi-
an Open, and they now aim 
for a solid end to their sea-
son.

Thailand’s Trichat Cheen-
glab delivered the highlight of 
the day by shooting a stunning 
course-record 63, finishing at 
9-under for the round. She 
now leads the field by seven 
strokes with an impressive 

15-under total after 36 holes. 
Cheenglab began strongly 
with three straight birdies and 
continued her excellent pace 
throughout the round, ending 
with three more birdies to se-
cure the new record. Italy’s 
Alessandra Fanali climbed to 
second place with a 6-under 
66. French golfers Nastasia 
Nadaud and Celine Herbin 
shared third at 7-under. Six 
more players stood one shot 
behind at 6-under, including 
England’s Mimi Rhodes and 

Singapore’s Shannon Tan, 
who are both fighting for 

the 2025 LET Order of 
Merit title.

Khawaja’s sharp 
pitch remark 

sparks big debate
NEW DELHI

 
Australian opener Usman Khawaja is likely to re-

ceive a formal notice from Cricket Australia after 
he bluntly criticised the Perth Stadium pitch 

used in the first Ashes Test. At a charity 
event earlier this week, Khawaja called 
the surface a “piece of s**t,” a remark 
that surprised officials, especially be-
cause the match referee, Ranjan Mad-
ugalle, had rated the wicket as “very 
good,” which is the highest rating the 
ICC allows.

Madugalle’s report came after the 
Test finished inside two days. He ex-
plained that the pitch offered good car-
ry, limited seam movement, and steady 
early bounce, creating what he believed 
was a fair balance between bat and ball. 
But Khawaja strongly disagreed. 
Speaking openly at the event, he point-
ed to the uneven bounce on Day 1, 
noting how 19 wickets fell quickly and 
how many batters were struck by ris-
ing balls. He added that even Steve 
Smith, known for rarely mistiming 
shots, struggled to find the middle of 
the bat because of the unpredictable 
bounce. Khawaja said such up-and-
down movement makes batting ex-
tremely difficult, comparing it to side-
ways movement, which he felt is 
easier to handle. He also mentioned 

that the Perth pitch has shown sim-
ilar problems in recent years. 
However, he admitted the surface 
usually improves after Day 1.

Gladbach hold strong 
to deny Leipzig win

BERLIN
 

Borussia Monchengladbach 
showed strong defence and 
steady teamwork to hold sec-
ond-placed RB Leipzig to a 
0-0 draw in a tight Bundesli-
ga match. The result helped 
Gladbach extend their unbeat-
en league run to four games, 
while Leipzig missed a 
chance to close the gap on 
leaders Bayern.

Gladbach started brightly 
and tried to control the tempo, 
but both teams soon settled 
into a tough midfield battle. 
Clear chances were limited, 
and Leipzig’s early efforts 
from David Raum and Anto-
nio Nusa did little to trouble 
goalkeeper Moritz Nicolas. 
Gladbach’s closest moment in 
the first half came when Flo-
rian Neuhaus and Jens Cas-
trop got in each other’s way 
while trying to finish from 
close range. Shortly after 
halftime, the home fans cele-
brated what they thought was 
the opening goal. Rocco Reitz 
lifted a smart pass to Franck 
Honorat, who scored calmly, 
but VAR ruled the effort out 
for a narrow offside. Glad-
bach pushed forward with 
quick counters and danger-
ous set pieces, with Kevin 

Diks heading just over the 
bar. Leipzig grew more urgent 
as the match wore on. Nicolas 
made key saves, including a 
sharp stop from Conrad Hard-
er and another from a tight 
angle. There was brief tension 
when Shuto Machino fell in 
the box, but VAR showed de-
fender Willi Orban made a 
clean tackle. Leipzig came 
closest to scoring when Raum 
smashed a shot onto the 
crossbar, but the ball bounced 
out. In the end, both teams 
settled for a point. Leipzig 
stayed second on 26 points, 
five behind Bayern, while 
Gladbach’s unbeaten streak 
continued. Coaches Ole Wer-
ner and Eugen Polanski ac-
cepted the result for different 
reasons, with Werner wanting 
more precision and Polanski 
pleased with his team’s  
resilience.

Gladbach’s solid de-
fence and teamwork 
secured a 0-0 draw 
against RB Leipzig, 

extending their unbeat-
en run, while Leipzig 

missed chances and hit 
the crossbar in a tense 

Bundesliga battle.

INDIA faces tough choices 
before opening ODI

RANCHI
 

India will face South Africa in the first ODI 
of the three-match series on Sunday (today), 
but the team enters the contest with several 
tough selection decisions. The match is es-
pecially important for senior stars Rohit 
Sharma and Virat Kohli, who now focus 
mainly on the 50-over format. For Rohit, 
Ranchi carries special significance because 
this is where he first became a full-time 
opener in 2013. India will be without 
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, 
Shubman Gill and Shreyas Iyer. 
Captaincy duties fall back to KL 
Rahul because Gill is recovering 
from a neck injury. His absence 
creates a big opening at the top 
of the order, and the team must 
choose between Yashasvi 
Jaiswal and Ruturaj Gaikwad. 
Jaiswal brings fearless stroke 
play and lef t -handed 
strength, while Gaikwad 
returns after 16 months 
with strong recent form 
from the South Africa A 
tour. Their competition 
may shape India’s long-
term plan as they look 
ahead to the next ODI 
World Cup. South Afri-
ca arrives confident af-
ter a strong Test series 
win. Young fast bowl-
ers Gerald Coetzee and 
Nandre Burger are set 
to lead the pace attack, 
with experienced spin-
ner Keshav Maharaj 
offering control. The 
visitors have quickly 
become a major 
threat on this tour. 
For India, this ODI 
series is a chance to 
recover after a 0-2 
Test loss and to re-
build momentum. 
Rohit and Kohli also 
look to make mean-
ingful contributions 
with only six ODIs 
scheduled in the 
coming months. The 
first ODI will be 
played at the JSCA 
International Stadi-
um in Ranchi at 
1:30 PM IST, with 
live coverage on Star 
Sports and JioHot-
star. Both teams aim 
to start strong as the 
white-ball phase of 
the tour begins and 
new opportunities 
emerge for young Indi-
an players hoping to se-
cure their future roles.

ORLANDO
 

The United States women’s team 
earned a strong 3-0 win over Italy in 
the first of two friendly matches on 
Saturday night at Inter&Co Stadium. 
Cat Macario was the star of the 
match, scoring twice, while Olivia 
Moultrie added another goal in a 
confident team performance. Goal-
keeper Claudia Dickey also kept a 
clean sheet in just her fifth senior 
match. The United States started 
fast, scoring within the first two 
minutes. Fresh from winning the 
NWSL title with Gotham, Lilly 
Reale began a smooth passing move 
involving Rose Lavelle and Alyssa 
Thompson. The ball reached Moul-
trie, who finished calmly for her 
second goal in only her second ap-
pearance. The team’s quick start re-
flected their plan to attack early and 
maintain strong pressure. Moultrie 
nearly scored again early in the sec-
ond half, but her goal was ruled out 
for offside. Still, the United States 
kept control and continued to create 
chances. Their hard work paid off 
again in the 64th minute, when Sam 
Coffey carried the ball through mid-
field and passed to Macario. She 
struck a neat shot into the far corner 
to double the lead.

MACARIO LEADS 
UNITED STATES TO 

CONFIDENT WIN

Iran to boycott 
final draw after US 

visa denial
TEHRAN

 
Iran’s Football Federation has an-
nounced that it will boycott the 
final draw ceremony for the 2026 
FIFA World Cup after the United 
States refused to issue visas to 
several senior members of its del-
egation. The draw is scheduled to 
take place on December 5 in 
Washington, D.C.

Federation spokesman Amir 
Mehdi Alavi said on state-run 
IRIB TV that the decision came 
after internal discussions and con-
sultations with Iran’s Ministry of 
Sports and Youth as well as the 
Foreign Ministry. He called the 
U.S. action “non-sporting” and 
said that the refusal made it im-
possible for Iran to attend the cer-
emony.

Alavi added that FIFA, includ-
ing President Gianni Infantino, 
has been formally informed. Ac-
cording to him, FIFA has prom-
ised to look into the matter seri-
ously. Local reports said that the 
visa denial affected important 
figures, including federation Pres-
ident Mehdi Taj. However, four 
members of the delegation, in-
cluding national team head coach 
Amir Ghalenoei, did receive vi-
sas.

The 2026 World Cup will be the 
first edition featuring 48 teams 
and will be jointly hosted by the 
United States, Canada, and Mexi-
co from June 11 to July 19. A total 
of 16 stadiums will host matches, 
including 11 in the United States, 
three in Mexico, and two in Can-
ada.

For the tournament, the draw 
will divide the 48 teams into 12 
groups of four. The top two teams 
from each group, along with the 
eight best third-place teams, will 
enter an expanded knockout stage, 
creating a larger competition for-
mat than before.

Iran has already qualified for 
the event, marking its fourth 
straight World Cup and seventh 
overall, highlighting the nation’s 
steady growth in Asian football.
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New Kannada film 
echoes Chomanadudi, 

releasing after fifty year
Gnanapeeta Award win-

n e r 
Dr.Shivaramakarant's 

novel 'Chomanadudi' was 
made into a film and won 
state and national awards. If 
cut, a film reminiscent of the 
same movie, Bichhugattiya 
Bantana Ballarena is all set to 
hit the screens after exactly 
fifty years. It will have a pow-
erfull tagline 'Dudiya Saddige 
Krantiya Eddiide'. Anil Do-
rasamudra has directed and 
invested under the banner of 
Dorasamudra Pictures. His 
brother Naveen Simbavi has 
joined hands in the produc-
tion.

As the final stage of the 
promotion, the trailer and 
song release ceremony was 
held at SRV Cinemas in a 
grand manner. Sr.Actor Sund-
arRaj, who acted in the film 

'Chomanadudi', inaugurated 
the program and spoke about 
old memories.

Cheluvaraj Gowda, Basuma 
Kodagu, Swedal D'Souza, 
Shailesh Kengeri, Taranath 
Bolar, Punyakotian, Gopal 
Moolya etc. have acted.  Ex-
ecutive producer Raghav-
surya, lyrics by Pradyamna 

Narahalli-Deepak Kotian and 
Music composed by Srishas-
ta. Cinematography is by La-
marinj Nirmal, editing by 
Anil.D-Mavin Joel Pinto. The 
shooting has been done in the 
beautiful locations of Karka-
la. Incidentally, the movie is 
set to be shown to the public 
this month.

Dushara Vijayan Joins Cast Of 
High-Octane Thriller Kattalan
The makers of the upcoming 

pan-Indian Malayalam film 
Kattalan, starring Antony Var-

ghese (Pepe), have officially wel-
comed Tamil actress Dushara Vi-
jayan to the project. The announce-
ment marks her entry into the Mala-
yalam film industry, adding more 
excitement to a film that is already 
generating strong interest. Produc-
tion house Cube Entertainments in-
troduced her through a social media 
post, praising her bold and natural 
performances in films like Veera 
Dheera Sooran, Vettaiyan, Raayan, 
and Sarpatta Parambarai.

Kattalan recently completed its 
Thailand shooting schedule, which 
began on October 1. During the 
filming of an action sequence, lead 
actor Antony Varghese suffered an 
injury while performing a stunt in-
volving an elephant. The action 
scenes were choreographed by 
world-famous action director Kecha 
Khamphakdee, known for the Ong-
Bak series. The film also features 
Pong, the elephant popular from the 
same series.

Produced by Shareef Muhammed 
of Cube Entertainments, known for 
the blockbuster Marco, Kattalan is 
directed by Paul George and is set to 
be a high-voltage action thriller 
aimed at audiences across India. 
Along with Antony Varghese and 
Rajisha Vijayan in the lead, the cast 

includes Rapper Baby Jean, Telugu 
actor Sunil, Kabir Duhan Singh, and 
ve te ran  Malaya lam ac to r s 
Jagadeesh and Siddique.

The makers have also recent-
ly added Parth Tiwari, Anson 
Paul, and model-turned-ac-
tor Shon Joy to the cast. The 
story has been written by 
Paul George, Joby Var-
ghese, and Jero Jacob, 
who aim to deliver a 
gritty narrative filled 
with power struggles 
and dangerous mis-
sions.

The film features music 
by Ajaneesh Loknath, cin-
ematography by Renadive, 
editing by Shameer Mu-
hammed, and choreography by 
Sharief.

Sources in the film industry say that the Central 
Board of Film Certification (CBFC) has 
cleared director Boyapati  Sreenu’s 

much-awaited action entertainer Akhanda 2: Thaan-
davam, starring Nandamuri Balakrishna. Although 
no official announcement has been made yet, the 
film is said to have a runtime of 166 minutes, 
which is 2 hours and 44 minutes. The movie is 
scheduled for a worldwide release on December 5.

The update comes soon after production house 
14 Reels Plus released a new teaser on its X page. 
Along with the teaser link, the team said that every 
frame reflects divine fury. The teaser shows India’s 
enemies planning attacks, and Balakrishna appear-
ing as a fierce sadhu. In his powerful style, he says, 
Where there is a bad, parallely, there is a God! Be 
brave. The visuals suggest that his character draws 
strength from a divine force and takes on black 
magic sorcerers helping the country’s enemies.

The teaser also hints at strong action sequences 
and a plot where Balakrishna’s character fights both 
external threats and evil spiritual forces trying to 
disturb peace. Sources say the film is presently in 
its final stage of post-production.

Akhanda 2: Thaandavam is produced on a large 
scale by Raam Achanta and Gopichand Achanta 
under the 14 Reels Plus banner, and presented by 
M. Tejaswini Nandamuri. Boyapati Sreenu, known 
for his mass entertainers, is said to have created an 
even bigger world for this sequel. S. Thaman’s 
background score is expected to add more intensity 
to the high-voltage scenes.

AKHANDA TWO 
Cleared For Release 
With Long Runtime

Balakrishna urges fans 
to stop animal sacrifice 

for 'Akhanda 2
Nandamuri Balakrishna has 

requested fans not to perform 
animal sacrifices during the 

release celebrations of Akhan-
da 2: Thaandavam. Referring 
to a past incident where fans 

beheaded a goat, he urged 
them to show compassion 

and respect towards all living 
beings. He reminded followers 
that animals also have a right 
to live and asked them to stop 

such harmful traditions.

Actor Ben Foster has praised his Christy co-star Syd-
ney Sweeney, calling her a powerhouse for the ded-
ication and discipline she brought to the sports dra-

ma based on the life of boxer Christy Martin. Sweeney 
plays the boxing champion, while Foster portrays James 
V. Martin, her coach who later became her husband.

Foster said Sweeney handled her rising fame incredibly 
well and impressed everyone on set with her preparation. 

He said she arrived fully ready for each scene, knew every-
one’s names, and kept training even after long shooting 
hours. I’d be exhausted at the end of the day, and she’d go 
train for another three hours to fight the next morning, he 
said.

Foster added that he admired Sweeney’s skillful use of 
social media, something he stays away from. He explained 
that while he has never used any platform, Sweeney un-
derstands its importance for the new generation. She plays 
in that field. It’s so important to the future. I find her in-
credibly impressive, he noted.

Recently, Sweeney shared that she relates personally to 
her character because she struggles to ask for help in real 

life. She said she often avoids reaching out because she fears 
being seen as weak, the actress explained that women fre-
quently face expectations to appear strong at all times. She 
added that asking for help often attracts unfair judgment to-

ward women, especially in leadership roles, 
unlike men, who are rarely la-

belled as unpre-
pared.

C h r i s t y 
continues 

to  draw 
attention 
f o r  i t s 

emotional 
d e p t h  a n d 

strong perfor-
m a n c e s 

from its 
l e a d 

cast.

Ben 
Foster 

hails Sydney 
Sweeney’s powerful 

commitment to 
‘Christy’ role

Major Fight Sequence 
For Ram Charan’s Peddi 

Now Being Filmed
The team of director Buchi Babu 
Sana’s much-awaited rural action 
drama Peddi, starring Ram Charan, 
is currently shooting an important 
and high-energy fight sequence on 
a huge set in Hyderabad. Accord-
ing to film unit sources, the intense 
action block is being filmed at the 
Aluminium Factory, where produc-
tion designer Avinash Kolla has 
created a massive setup specially 
for this sequence.

The makers have brought in vet-
eran stunt director Sham Kaushal, 
father of actor Vicky Kaushal, to 
supervise the action. Known for his 
powerful work in Dangal, Kaushal 
is guiding the team to ensure the 
scene becomes one of the biggest 
highlights of the film. Stunt master 
Navakanth is choreographing the 
fight. The sequence features Ram 
Charan along with several fighters, 
and Kannada superstar Shiva Raj-
kumar, who plays Gour Naidu, is 
also part of the ongoing shoot.

Peddi has already created 
huge buzz through its first-look 
posters and early glimpses. The 
film is produced by Venkata 
Satish Kilaru under Vriddhi Cine-
mas and presented by Mythri Mov-
ie Makers and Sukumar Writings. 
Janhvi Kapoor plays the female 
lead, while Jagapathi Babu and 
Divyendu Sharma appear in im-
portant roles. Sources say Buchi 
Babu Sana, known for his perfec-
tion, is giving detailed attention to 
every action part and designing 
unique concepts for each fight.

The film’s first single, Chikiri 
Chikiri, has become a worldwide 
hit with over 110 million views, 
making it one of the biggest songs 
of the year. Backed by a strong 
technical crew including music 
composer AR Rahman, cinematog-
rapher R Rathnavelu, and editor 
Navin Nooli, Peddi is set for a 
grand pan-India theatrical release 
on March 27, 2026.

Composer Says Delhi Crime Three 
Expanded His Creative Limits

Hollywood music composer Ceiri Torjussen 
says working on the background score for the 
third season of the acclaimed series Delhi 
Crime helped him explore new creative ideas 
and pushed him to try unfamiliar methods. The 
six-episode season, released on November 13, 
is directed by Tanuj Chopra and stars Shefali 
Shah, Rajesh Tailang, and Rasika Dugal.

Torjussen said the response to the music has 
been astonishing and far stronger than he ex-
pected. He explained that his goal this season 
was not only to build tension but also to bring 
out the deep human cost behind the crimes 
shown in the story. According to him, the real 
challenge was finding the right balance be-
tween the cruelty of the criminals and the 
strength, pain, and vulnerability of the young 
girls affected by them. If the music makes 
viewers feel both fear and empathy at the same 
time, Torjussen believes he has succeeded.

The composer praised director Tanuj 
Chopra, saying they share a strong creative 
understanding. He added that they have 
worked together on a few projects before Del-
hi Crime, which helped them communicate 
openly from the start. Torjussen said Chopra 
gave him the freedom to experiment, try new 
ideas, and find different ways of shaping the 
sound of each scene.

He also said the process allowed him to react 
naturally to the script and later adjust the score 
as the editing continued. Finding a mix of re-
alism, suspense, and emotional relief became 
his main focus for every episode. Torjussen 
said this season pushed him creatively, and he 
is grateful to Chopra for trusting his vision.

Pankaj Tripathi Reduces 
Acting Work To Produce 

Meaningful Stories
Actor Pankaj Tripathi is pre-
paring for a major change in 
his creative journey as he 
plans to shift his focus from 
acting to producing thought-
ful and meaningful stories. 
After years of working almost 
nonstop, Tripathi said he now 
wants to slow down and give 
more time to projects that 
come from the heart. Speak-
ing over a phone call, he 
shared that the actor in him 
will now take a backseat as he 
explores new creative paths.

Tripathi said he has been 
working nearly 300 days a 
year, but now aims to limit his 
acting work to around 100–
150 days. The rest of his time, 
he said, will be devoted to 
producing plays, creating new 
projects, and pursuing other 
hobbies he had long set aside. 
He believes this change will 
help him grow as an artist and 
allow him to support stories 
he truly cares about.

His new chapter has already 
begun. Last week, his first 
theatrical production Lailaaj 
opened in Mumbai. His debut 
web series as a producer, Per-
fect Family, was released on 
YouTube on November 28. 
He said he hopes to produce a 

feature film in the next couple 
of years, adding that filmmak-
ing is expensive but meaning-
ful storytelling remains his 
priority, not profit.

Perfect Family follows a 
family seeking therapy after 
one member faces an anxiety 
attack. Tripathi said the show 
highlights the importance of 
mental health, especially in 
small towns where people of-
ten ignore emotional strug-
gles. He also admitted he 
once dismissed therapy but 
now recognises its value and 
believes it should be nor-
malised like any common ill-
ness. Tripathi says this new 
phase will help him bring 
heartfelt stories to both stage 
and screen.


