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farewell to PM Shah

SIRROW: CONG CALLS FOR

RESIGNATION OF PM, CEC

Citing removal of 13.3 crore voters and constitutional concerns, CWC passed a
resolution calling for an independent probe to restore faith in democratic process.

NEW DELHI

Calling for the removal of
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar over
alleged SIR irregularities,
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Tuesday put
forth five demands before the
Centre.

Kharge, at his opening ad-
dress at the Congress Work-
ing Committee (CWC) meet-
ing in Delhi on Tuesday, de-
manded Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's resignation on
moral grounds for "pressur-
ing" the poll panel chief.

His demands included mak-
ing public the complete data
regarding every major change
made to the electoral rolls,
providing political parties
with the electoral rolls and
relevant data in a simple for-
mat promptly, and an indepen-
dent and time-bound inquiry
wherever evidence of serious
discrepancies emerges.

He also demanded the im-
mediate resignation of CEC
Gyanesh Kumar and suspen-
sion of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls and restoration of 13
crore 30 lakh names that the
party claims have been re-
moved from the rolls.

“Most importantly, the vot-
ers of India must have confi-
dence that their vote is se-
cure,” Kharge said. "We do not
view this issue merely as a
battle to win or lose an elec-
tion. Elections come and go,
and governments change, but
democracy and the Constitu-

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resignation on moral

grounds for “pressuring” the
poll panel chief.

= Mallikarjun Kharge, Cong prez

tion are enduring. This is the
foundation of Indian democra-
cy. We must convey to every
citizen that in a democracy, the
most powerful person is the
ordinary voter -- not the prime
minister, the chief minister, or
a leader in power," he said.

The CWC also passed a
resolution which referred to
reports that Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had
raised objections at least 14
times over 10 months regard-
ing decisions and procedures
linked to SIR.

The resolution said that the
report validated Rahul Gand-
hi’s claims of vote chori, add-
ing that the credibility of the
poll panel is under question
due to the reported concentra-
tion of control over electoral
rolls during the nationwide
SIR.

The CWC also expressed
concern over what it de-
scribed as the constitutional
validity of SIR, claiming that
the exercise had "already
wiped out 13 crore 30 lakh
Indians from the electoral
rolls".

The resolution said the pro-
cess shifted the burden onto
citizens to prove their eligibil-
ity, and the current process
resulted in "arbitrary
mass-disenfranchisement"
that could not be reconciled
with the guarantees under Ar-
ticle 14 and universal adult
suffrage under Article 326.

"An exercise of doubtful
constitutional validity cannot
be allowed to decide who may
vote in the world's largest de-
mocracy," the resolution said.

The CWC meeting, chaired
by Kharge, is being attended
by former party chiefs Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi,
party general secretaries Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra, Jairam
Ramesh, KC Venugopal,
Sachin Pilot, Mukul Wasnik,
and senior leaders P Chidam-
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Kharge laid out five demands that
he said the Congress would pursue:

SFull data on major changes to W

voter lists should be made public.

2 Voters whose names have been re- \
moved should receive complete infor-
mation and a full opportunity to appeal.

OPolitical parties should receive vot-\
erlists and essential related dataina
simple format and in a timely manner.

2Serious discrepancies should be \
independently investigated withina
fixed timeframe.

OElection-related data and deci- \
sions should be transparent so that

no political party can claim informa-
tionis being withheld.

baram, among others, attend-
ed the meeting.

Chief ministers of Con-
gress-ruled states -- DK Shi-
vakumar (Karnataka), VD
Satheesan (Kerala), A Re-
vanth Reddy (Telangana) and
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu (Hi-
machal Pradesh) — also at-
tended in the meeting.
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Home, Law ministries brief

JPC on FCRA Bill 2026

A 31-member panel, headed
by BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal,
was formed to examine the
provisions of the legislation

in detail before coming
out with a report.

4

NEW DELHI

The ministries of Home Affairs
and Law and Justice on Tues-
day gave a clause-by-clause
briefing to the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) examin-
ing the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill,
2026, as the proposed law con-
tinues to face objections from
Opposition parties and Chris-
tian groups.

The 31-member parliamen-
tary panel, headed by BJP MP
Sanjay Jaiswal, was constituted
to scrutinise the Bill before
submitting its report. Officials
from the two ministries gave
detailed presentations explain-
ing the reasons for amending
the Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Act, 2010, and the pro-
posed way forward, according
to sources.

Foreign funding rules

under scanner

Organisations and non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
receiving foreign contributions
are required to register under
the Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Act (FCRA). The Min-
istry of Home Affairs is the
nodal authority overseeing
their activities.

The panel is also expected to
hear the views of domain ex-
perts, including State Bank of
India chairman Challa Sreeniva-
sulu Setty, senior government
law officers and lawyers. Their
inputs assume significance as
the panel examines the financial,
legal and compliance implica-
tions of the proposed changes.

Committee: The 31-member panel (21
from Lok Sabha, 10 from Rajya Sabha) is
chaired by BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal.

Briefing and consultations: MHA
and Law Ministry officials gave a clause-
by-clause presentation at Parliament
Annexe. The panel also lined up
consultations with experts like SBI
Chairman Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
and ASG Chetan Sharma.

FCRA data shared: Officials reported
active NGOs fell from 29,022 (2015) to
14,466, while foreign contributions rose
from 317,832 cr to ¥22,974 rin 2024-25,
led by TN, Maharashtra, and Karnataka.

-thtext and cohtroversiez

Criticism and timeline
T

Fewer NGOs, but more foreign funds

At the JPC's first meeting on September 18, a Ministry of Home Affairs team led by Un-
ion Home Secretary Govind Mohan told the panel that the number of active NGOs reg-
istered under the FCRA had nearly halved over the past decade even as foreign contri-
butions increased. According to the data presented to the committee, 14,466
FCRA-registered NGOs are active across 15 states. Tamil Nadu has the highest number
with 2,102 organisations, followed by Maharashtra with 1,578, Karnataka with 1,355,
Delhi with 1,218, Andhra Pradesh with 1,022 and Kerala with 1,013. There were 29,022
active FCRA-registered NGOs in 2015. At the same time, foreign funds received by
FCRA-registered NGOs increased from Rs 17,832 crore in 2015-16 to Rs 22,974 crore in
2024-25, even as the number of active organisations declined from 29,022 to 14,466.

-

he FCRA Amendment Bill faces push-
back from opposition and civil groups
over fears of tightening restrictions,
though India maintains it is an internal
matter. The JPC must report back by the
first week of the Winter Session 2026.

The Bill was introduced in

the Lok Sabha on March 25
and referred to the parliamen-
tary committee on August 12
following demands from Op-
position parties for greater
scrutiny. Opposition parties
have alleged that some provi-
sions could restrict legitimate
foreign funding received by
Christian NGOs and minori-
ty-run social welfare and edu-
cational institutions.
Govt rejects minority charges
The Centre has rejected allega-
tions that the proposed law dis-
criminates against minorities
and has maintained that the
legislation is not religion-spe-
cific. It says the changes are
intended to regulate foreign
contributions and improve
transparency in their use.

While introducing the Bill in

the Lok Sabha, Union Minister
of State for Home Nityanand
Rai said the legislation was in-
tended to improve transparency
and ensure the proper utilisation
of money received from abroad.
Responding to Opposition
claims that the Bill was “dan-
gerous”, Rai said it was “indeed
dangerous” for those using for-
eign contributions for “forced
religious conversion” and for
people who “abuse foreign
funding” for personal gain.
The disagreement goes to the
heart of the debate surrounding
the legislation: while the gov-
ernment has presented tighter
regulation as necessary for ac-
countability, its critics fear that
stronger controls could make it
harder for NGOs and minority
institutions dependent on over-
seas contributions to operate.

CISF jawan opens fire, kills
4 personnel in J&K’s Kathua

As per reports, an
argument broke out
among the personnel
before the firing.
v

SRINAGAR

Four Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) personnel,
including an Assistant Com-
mandant, were killed after a
colleague opened fire at a se-
curity camp guarding a hydel
power project in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua district on
Tuesday evening, in what of-
ficials described as a fratricide
incident.

The firing took place at
around 7 pm during a change
of duty at the CISF deploy-
ment at the Sewa hydel power
project in Mashka village in
the Basohli area, close to the
Himachal Pradesh border, of-
ficials said.

According to preliminary
inputs, an argument broke out
among the personnel before
the firing. The exact cause of
the argument and the circum-
stances that led to the shooting
are being investigated.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Assistant Commandant
Ankit Kumar Pandey, Sub-In-
spector Lakshman Singh, and
constables Sanjeev Kumar and
Mohd Rafiq, officials said.

Pandey was the company
commander of the CISF unit
deployed at the project.

The four personnel were
initially critically injured in
the firing and were taken for
medical treatment to an
NHPC hospital in neighbour-
ing Himachal Pradesh, where
they later succumbed to their
injuries, reports said.

The shooter, a CISF head
constable, was apprehended
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and handed over to the police.

A team from the Kathua dis-
trict police reached the area
and has been entrusted with
the investigation. The CISF
headquarters has also ordered
a Court of Inquiry to establish
the sequence of events and de-
termine the circumstances
leading to the firing.

The incident occurred at a
particularly remote security
deployment. The Sewa project
is located in the mountainous
Basohli area at the far end of
Kathua district, close to Him-
achal Pradesh’s Chamba dis-
trict.

The CISF company was de-
ployed on the Jammu and
Kashmir side of the Chamera
Dam over the Ravi river, and
the site is reportedly more ac-
cessible through Himachal
Pradesh than from the rest of
Kathua.

For the CISF, whose man-
date includes protecting criti-
cal infrastructure, such de-
ployments involve guarding
installations vital to power
generation and transmission.

The Sewa project is located
on the Sewa river, a tributary
of the river Ravi, in a sparsely
connected mountainous area.

The shooting was an in-
stance of fratricide, referring
to violence by personnel
against members of their own
force.

Officials have not yet estab-
lished what triggered the con-
frontation or whether there
were any other factors behind
the shooting.

HDK raises BMIC project irregularities

BENGALURU He pointed to differenc-
es between the original
Union Minister HD Ku-  Framework Agreement and

maraswamy on Tuesday
alleged changes were made
to the Bengaluru-Mysuru
Infrastructure Corridor
Project without Cabinet
approval, raising questions
over land allocation.

He challenged Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar
to an open debate on the
alleged irregularities. Re-
leasing documents, he said
the original Framework
Agreement had been ap-
proved by the Cabinet and
questioned how subsequent
changes could be made
without returning to it.

[ sc flags Rs 27,000 |
MRP on Rs 3,000
cancer drug;
unchecked MRPs on
82% of non-scheduled
drugs; hospital
pharmacy practices

the revised Outline Devel-
opment Plan (ODP), par-
ticularly in land allocation
for the project.

According to Kumaras-
wamy, the total project
area was 20,193 acres,

original framework to
9,468.86 acres in the re-
vised plan. He also alleged
that land allocations for
townships were altered,
with acreage increased in
some locations and re-
duced in others.

| and taxpayer burdeﬂ
NEW DELHI

Calling the vast gap between
marked retail prices and actual
procurement costs “carnage,
plain and simple,” the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday said
opaque and soaring medicine
prices were inflicting suffering
on ordinary patients while pri-
vate hospitals and others pock-
eted the difference.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta,
hearing petitions seeking
stricter price controls, high-
lighted stark anomalies and

20,193 acres

! BMICland row

« Original project area:

Kumaraswamy
seeks Rs 3,705 cr

6,999 acres

« Original toll-road allocation:

central aid for
Karnataka drought

9,468.86 acres

+ Revised toll-road allocation:

Kumaraswamy questioned the
State Government’s decision to

—

while land earmarked for . on BMIC changes

the toll road increased . .

from 6,999 acres under the BMIC expansion questioned

Kumaraswamy questioned the State Government’s decision to
continue and expand the BMIC project despite the operational
Bengaluru-Mysuru National Highway through Mandya. He al-
leged that further expansion could lead to additional land ac-
quisition and financial liabilities for Karnataka. He also ques-
tioned whether the changes to land allocation and the revised
project plan were placed before the Cabinet for approval, and
alleged links between the government and private interests.

+ Key demand: Open debate

continue and expand the BMIC
project despite the operational
Bengaluru-Mysuru National
Highway through Mandya. He
alleged that further expansion
could lead to additional land ac-
quisition and financial liabilities
for Karnataka. He also ques-
tioned whether the changes to
land allocation and the revised
project plan were placed before
the Cabinet for approval, and al-
leged links between the govern-
ment and private interests.

SC on 10x markup on cancer drugs, bats for 16% margin

Supreme Court observations

Massive price discrepancy s\
Highlighted a cancer drug priced at an
MRP of 327,000 despite being procured/
supplied to retailers for just €2,700.

Forced in-house purchases
Criticized corporate hospitals for com-
pelling patients to buy medicines ex-
clusively from in-house pharmacies
under threat of denying treatment.

Burden on taxpayers

Noted that inflated prices directly drain
public funds when treatments are reim-
bursed via government welfare schemes.

Remarked that pharmaceutical man-
ufacturing companies are often not
the primary gainers, pointing instead
toward hospital profiteering.

—

questioned why a 16% margin
could not be fixed on MRP.
An injection listed at an
MRP of Rs 22,437 reaches the
retailer for only about Rs
3,520. A cancer drug marked at

Legal & policy
questions raised

Uniform margins: Questioned why a
standard 16% margin norm under the
Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO) isn't
strictly enforced across all drugs instead of
allowing massive, uncapped markups.

Essential vs. Non-essential
distinction: Challenged the rationale
behind differentiating pricing caps
based on whether a medicine is classi-
fied as essential or non-essential.

Next steps: Directed Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta to consult with govt offi-
cials and submit a response, deferring
the hearing to October 12, 2026.

Rs 27,000 has a price-to-retail-
er of around Rs 3,000.
“Where does this chunk of
money go, 10 times (the
MRP),” Justice Mehta asked,
adding, “This is carnage.”

-

Hospitals mandating
in-house medicine purchases
Patients are routinely forced to
buy medicines from hospital in-
house chemists, the bench not-
ed. Those who try to procure
the same medicine at a lower
price from outside risk doubts
over its genuineness or may
even face resistance from the
hospital, the court observed.
“A corporate hospital... says
that you have to buy from our
chemist. If you bring it from
outside, we are not assuring
you of the treatment; what
does the patient do,” Justice
Mehta observed, adding that
hospitals “do not even allow a
dead body to be taken out.”

Russian military
aircraft crashes
in Amur, 6 killed

Moscow: A Russian military
aircraft crashed shortly after
takeoff in the far eastern
Amur region on Tuesday, kill-
ing six people, Russian news
agency Interfax reported, cit-
ing the defence ministry.

Preliminary reports identi-
fied the aircraft as a Tupolev
Tu-154, a Soviet-era three-en-
gine jet that was originally
designed as a medium-range
passenger aircraft but has also
been used by Russia's military
and government for special
missions. It crashed shortly
after takeoff, with seven peo-
ple reportedly on board.

Unethical practices
and taxpayer burden
The court questioned the dis-
tinction between essential and
non-essential medicines and
the exclusion of many drugs
from the Drugs (Prices Con-
trol) Order. “Why not keep
16% margin on MRP which is
prescribed in the DPCO on ev-
erything? Why not? Ultimate-
ly, the result is the taxpayer (is
paying),” Justice Mehta said.
It stated that medical devices
and medicines fall under the
Essential Commodities Act
and asked why they should be
left outside price control.
Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta, who joined the hearing,
said the government would ex-
amine a balanced solution and
described the court’s suggestion
of a uniform 16% ceiling as ap-
pearing “logical.” The bench
said the real loser was the tax-
payer, whether under govern-
ment schemes or otherwise.
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Voters await

BLO visits amid
implementation gaps
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Voters in parts of Ben-
galuru say Election Com-
mission directions on
home visits by BLOs have
yet to reach the ground.
The ECl has directed
Booth Level Officers to
collect documents from
voters who received no-
tices over unmapped
names or discrepancies,
instead of requiring them
to attend hearings. How-
ever, residents said hear-
ings continued at several
centres, with relatives
submitting documents
and video calls used for
voters outside the city or
abroad. A Kasavanahalli
resident said BLOs may
face difficulties making
home visits amid exist-
ing workloads. Another
resident said field-level
instructions remained
unclear. The ECl has also
asked officials to set up
help desks and special
camps for vulnerable
voters.

Despite ban, artificial
colours continue to
spice up K’taka food

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Despite a statewide ban,
artificial colours continue
to be used in popular food
items across Karnataka,
raising health concerns.
Brightly coloured gobi, ke-
babs, egg rice, fish fry,
jalebi, falooda and ice
candy are commonly sold
at eateries and roadside
stalls. Officials have re-
stricted colours such as
Rhodamine-B, Sunset
Yellow FCF and Carmois-
ine in certain foods, while
testing has flagged others
above permitted limits.
Sources said the price
gap drives use, with artifi-
cial colours costing
Rs 200-300 per kg com-
pared to around
Rs 20,000 for natural col-
ours. Health Minister U.T.
Khader warned of strict
action against sellers
compromising public
health.
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HAMPI’S STONE CHARIOT

Postal collectibles

DISTRICTS Bengaluru, Mysuru,

Mangaluru,
Belagavi
DATES October 10-11
COPIES 1,000+in
Bengaluru;
about 500 each
elsewhere
PRICE Rs 600
STAMPS 100 pictorial
cancellations
THEME Karnataka heritage

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka Postal Circle
will release more Philately
Passports in Bengaluru, My-
suru, Mangaluru and Belaga-
vi during National Postal
Week.

The passports will be avail-
able on October 10 and 11,
with at least 1,000 copies ex-
pected at Bengaluru’s General
Post Office and around 500
each in Mysuru, Mangaluru
and Belagavi on both days.

Kharge questions BJP leaders
over children’s RSS participation

The minister also sought clarity on the organisation’s funding, donor
disclosures, audited accounts and registration status.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Priyank Kharge has ques-
tioned BJP leaders over their
children’s participation in
RSS activities and sought fi-
nancial disclosures.

In a post on X, Kharge re-
ferred to Karnataka’s 224 As-
sembly constituencies and
challenged the BJP to produce
photographs showing children
of its candidates wearing RSS
uniforms, attending shakhas,
serving in gaushalas or follow-
ing the lifestyle advocated by
the organisation.

He claimed that such partic-
ipation would be found
among fewer than 10% of the
children of BJP candidates.
Kharge also named several
senior BJP leaders, including
Union ministers Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh, Nitin Gad-
kari, Anurag Thakur, S Jais-
hankar, Ashwini Vaishnaw
and Piyush Goyal, and asked
how many of their children
active RSS swayamsevaks
were or regularly attended
shakhas.

“If the RSS is supposedly

\

Privank Kharge
Karnataka Home Minister

Kharge BJP challenge

ISSUE RAISED
corfss'lﬁf'mgh\éuss RSS II-(HARG'I:’S CIL(A’\:;
224 participation | Lessthanl0%
FINANCIAL ISSUES
Registration FUNDS MENTIONED RESPONSE
y 6 = y
accounts, donors Guru Dakshina’ | KarnatakaBJP

the great school of national-
ism, discipline and charac-
ter-building, why does it so
often seem that the syllabus is
meant for other people’s chil-
dren?” Kharge said.

Kharge also sought infor-
mation on the RSS’s registra-
tion, audited accounts, donor

disclosures and financial
transparency. He questioned
the collection of funds de-
scribed as ‘Guru Dakshina’
and sought greater clarity on
the organisation’s finances.
His remarks came in re-
sponse to a post by the Karna-
taka BJP unit, which said peo-

‘ ‘ Why should there be

any hesitation about
registration, audited
accounts, donor disclo-
sures and complete finan-
cial transparency?”

— Priyank Kharge, Karnataka
Home Minister

ple who viewed activities
through “party percentages
and High-Command approv-
als” would not understand
voluntary service.

“Those who measure every-
thing through party percentag-
es and High Command ap-
provals will never understand
voluntary, selfless service to
the nation,” the BJP Karnata-
ka unit said on X.

The exchange is part of a
wider political dispute be-
tween Kharge and BJP-RSS
leaders over the organisa-
tion’s legal status, finances
and activities.

Kharge has previously
sought greater transparency
from the RSS, while the or-
ganisation has maintained
that it does not require formal
registration to function.

ITT-B study backs
Hebbal tunnel, flyover

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An IIT Bombay assessment
projects faster peak-hour traf-
fic movement, while an IISc
review questions assumptions
behind the findings.

An IIT Bombay study on
the Hebbal short tunnel and
elevated corridor has recom-
mended implementing both
projects, projecting improved
traffic speeds and reduced de-
lays if a substantial share of
traffic shifts to the proposed
infrastructure.

The study, conducted by
Professor Archak Mittal for
Rithwik Projects Private Lim-
ited, the BDA contractor for
the short tunnel, estimated
that average peak-hour speed
in 2027 could increase from
13.74 kmph on the existing
road network to 20.64 kmph if
50% of traffic shifts to the
tunnel and elevated corridor.
At an 80% shift, the projected
speed is 22 kmph.

The study tested 50%, 60%,
70% and 80% traffic-shift
scenarios based on assump-
tions in the project DPRs. It
examined the existing road
network, elevated corridor,
tunnel and combined project,
and recommended the two fa-
cilities together.

However, the Sustainable
Transportation Lab at the In-
dian Institute of Science
(IISc) reviewed the assess-
ment and described it as “bi-
ased in favour of building the
two projects”, citing insuffi-
cient evidence for its recom-
mendations.

[ISc IST Lab convener Ash-
ish Verma questioned the traf-
fic-diversion assumptions,

amid IISc objections

The proposed Hebbal
infrastructure has
drawn contrasting
assessments over

projected traffic

gains, modelling
assumptions and wider

network impacts.

‘ ‘ The report
does not provide
enough details on how
the model was built
and tested.”

- Ashish Verma [IScIST
Lab convener

calling the 50% and 80% lev-
els “arbitrary”. He said the
study did not establish the
figures through a robust
route-assignment methodolo-
gy.
The review also noted that
the tunnel has 3+3 lanes while
the elevated corridor has 2+2
lanes, making identical diver-
sion assumptions question-
able. It said the detailed anal-
ysis primarily covered the
existing network and com-
bined project, rather than in-
dependently evaluating each
facility.

The IIT-B study itself
flagged a possible bottleneck
where traffic from both facil-
ities could converge down-
stream. It recommended traf-
fic channelisation and at least
a 250-metre gap between the
structures.

Prof Verma also said the as-
sessment did not compare
public transport alternatives
or environmental, ecological
and road-safety costs.

Peak-hour speed, kmph

13.74

At 50% shift 20.64

At 80% shift 22
1IT-B study projections for 2027

High Court quashes case
against ‘Drone Prathap’
over sodium experiment

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
has quashed the criminal case
registered against YouTuber
N.M. Prathap, popularly
known as ‘Drone Prathap’,
over a science experiment in-
volving sodium in an agricul-
tural pond.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj,
hearing Prathap’s petition
seeking quashing of the case,
observed that the experiment
was related to science pre-
scribed in the Class 10
NCERT curriculum. The
Bench said the experiment
appeared to have been con-
ducted for educational pur-
poses and there was no appar-
ent malicious intent.

Prathap is known for con-
ducting educational experi-
ments on YouTube and has
reportedly built around 600
drones using electronic waste.
The video in question was
allegedly made to explain a
chemical reaction to viewers.

However, the court made it
clear that it neither endorsed
nor appreciated the manner
in which the experiment was
conducted.

The Bench said the materi-
al before it did not establish
the malicious intent required
to justify continuing the in-
vestigation and criminal pro-
ceedings against Prathap. It
consequently quashed the
FIR and related criminal
case.

At the same time, the court
cautioned that any repetition
of similar incidents in the fu-

“At least 1,000 passports
will be available at
Bengaluru’s GPO on
October 10 and 11. The
number might increase
as well”

SENIOR OFFICIAL Karnataka
Postal Circle

Each passport will cost
Rs 600.

A senior Karnataka Postal
Circle official said the initia-
tive had received an over-

whelming response, particu-
larly from families, travel
enthusiasts, bikers and philat-
ely enthusiasts. Hundreds of
enquiries have reportedly
reached post offices through
social media messages and
phone calls, while some peo-
ple have visited the GPO di-
rectly to check availability.
“We don’t want people to go
through the hassle of queuing
up on working days. Passports
will be sold on October 10 and
11, including the Sunday, to

make them more accessible,”
the official said.

The department is procur-
ing additional passports and
may increase the number
available in Bengaluru de-
pending on demand. Staff
will work on the two days
despite them being govern-
ment holidays.

The Philately Passport fea-
tures 100 pictorial cancella-
tions showcasing Karnataka’s
natural, historical and cultur-
al heritage. Landmarks in-

__HERITAGE ON STAMPS __

More Philately Passports to be

THECASESOFAR

@ THEEXPERIMENT

100 grams of sodium in a pond
on a friend’s farm; the video
went viral

@ DECEMBER 2024

Prathap arrested

@ THECHARGES

Explosive Substances Act Sec
3; BNS Sec 288

@ HIGHCOURT

Petition allowed, proceedings
closed

THE VERDICT

FIR and criminal
case quashed

— Experiment linked to Class
10 NCERT science

— No apparent malicious
intent

— Arepeat will be viewed
more seriously

ture would be viewed more
seriously.

Case background

Prathap had conducted the
experiment using 100 grams
of sodium in an agricultural
pond on his friend’s private
property. The experiment
was recorded and uploaded
on YouTube, after which the
video went viral on social
media.

Prathap was arrested in
December 2024 in connec-
tion with the incident. Police
had registered a case under
Section 3 of the Explosive
Substances Act, alleging an
explosion in a manner that
could endanger life or prop-
erty. He was also booked un-
der Section 288 of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita for negli-
gent handling of explosive
substances.

Challenging the proceed-
ings, Prathap approached the
High Court seeking quashing
of the FIR and criminal case.
The court subsequently al-
lowed his petition and closed
the proceedings.

Rs 5.48 crore MDMA
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Girinagar, Hebbal and Vidy-
aranyapura police have busted
separate drug operations, ar-
resting six people and seizing
5.48 kg of MDMA.

The accused include a for-
eign national and three per-
sons from other states. Police
said the drugs were allegedly
procured at cheaper rates
from foreign countries, other
states and various parts of
Karnataka before being sold
at higher prices to customers,
including college students.

Girinagar police seized
4.320 kg of MDMA, while
Hebbal police recovered
1.054 kg and Vidyaranyapura
police seized 106 grams. The
combined value of the seized
contraband was estimated at
Rs 5.48 crore based on the
quantity and prevailing mar-
ket rates.

The raids followed infor-
mation received by police
about the sale of banned nar-
cotic substances within the
limits of the three police sta-
tions. Separate cases were
registered under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act before
police teams conducted raids
at locations identified through
their sources.

Bengaluru Police Commis-
sioner Seemant Kumar Singh
said the city police had seized
79.5 kg of MDMA and 1,000
ecstasy pills, collectively val-
ued at Rs 161 crore, during
operations over the past four
months.

“Thirty-six teams involving
around 140 officers and per-
sonnel worked on the crack-

seized, six held

Police operations across
three areas uncovered
alleged drug trafficking
networks targeting
customers, including
college students,
with six arrests.

Drug network busted

W/ PP MDMA SEIZED

ESTIMATED
VALUE (RS)

ACCUSED
ARRESTED

POLICE
STATIONS

CASH SEIZED
(RS)

MOBILE
PHONES

VEHICLES

down,” Singh said.

Police also seized Rs 18.6
lakh in cash, 43 mobile
phones, two cars and two
two-wheelers during the oper-
ations. Investigators used
technical analysis, undercover
operations and financial-trail
analysis to trace the alleged
drug network.

According to police, the
network had altered its trans-
portation methods to evade
detection. While flights and
trains were used earlier, the
accused had recently shifted
to buses for transporting
drugs.

The crackdown is part of
the State government’s ‘No
Drugs’ policy and anti-drug
campaign.

Rs161cr

Four-month crackdown:
Bengaluru police seized
79.5 kg of MDMA and 1,000
ecstasy pills between April
and September. The opera-
tioninvolved 36 teams and
around 140 personnel.

Man steals jewellery from
relative’s house, replaces
it with fake ornaments

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A man allegedly stole gold
jewellery from his relative’s
house while the family was
away and replaced the orna-
ments with fake ones.

Kengeri police have arrest-
ed Ashwath K.H., a native of
Hosanagara in Shivamogga
district, and recovered 84.3
grams of gold jewellery and
cash, collectively valued at
Rs 8.40 lakh, police said.

The theft occurred at the
house of Ashwath S., who
lives at Kailash BDA Apart-
ments in Kengeri. The ac-
cused, a distant relative of
the complainant’s wife, fre-
quently visited the house and
was familiar with the family.

Police said the accused had
recently visited the house
after being invited for Laksh-
mi Puja. He allegedly no-
ticed the jewellery placed
before the deity and planned
the theft.

A few days later, the fam-
ily left the city to attend a
family function. Taking ad-
vantage of their absence,
Ashwath allegedly brought a
person who made a dupli-
cate key and convinced him
that the house belonged to
him and that he had lost his
key. He then allegedly en-

g
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Rs 8.40 lakh

GOLD, CASH RECOVERED

tered the house, replaced the
original ornaments with fake
ones that he had brought
along and fled with the jew-
ellery.

After returning, the family
noticed that Rs 8,000 kept in
the puja plate was missing.
A subsequent check revealed
that several ornaments in the
cupboard had been replaced
with fake jewellery.

The stolen ornaments in-
cluded a 17.3-gram gold rope
chain, a 45-gram dia-
mond-studded gold necklace
and two gold bangles weigh-
ing 22 grams.

The homeowner lodged a
complaint with Kengeri po-
lice. After registering a case,
police examined CCTV foot-
age and launched an investi-
gation, which led to the ac-
cused’s arrest. The stolen
jewellery and cash were re-
covered, police said.

clude Vidhana Soudha, Ban-
nerghatta National Park,
Nandi Hills, Hampi’s Stone
Chariot, Gol Gumbaz, Galag-
anatha Temple at Pattadakal,
Nagarhole National Park and
Kapu Lighthouse.

Visitors can obtain a post-
age stamp matching the
theme of a listed landmark at
a designated post office. The
stamp is then fixed in the
passport and accompanied by
a unique permanent pictorial
cancellation for that location.

For the first time, the Post-
al Circle has also collaborat-
ed with artisans producing
handcrafted Channapatna
toys.

Merchandise such as letter
boxes, keychains and post-
man pen stands will be avail-
able, along with postcards
featuring GI-tagged Channa-
patna toys.

Travel enthusiast Natarajan
Venkatesan said he complet-
ed all 100 cancellations after
buying a passport in April.

rolled out in four districts
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The Philately Passport fea- |
tures 100 pictorial cancella-

| tions based on Karnataka’s |
natural, historical and cultural
landmarks. Collectors can visit

| listed destinations, obtain a |
themed postage stamp froma

| designated post office and get |
a unique permanent pictorial

cancellation.
L — _— _




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

GREATER BENGALURU

WEDNESDAY » SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

CH ZObserver

chstatenews@gmail.com

Unchecked garbage dumps, broken foot-
paths opening into gutters, and severe pot-
holes plague Seshadripuram’s key corridors,
including Seshadripuram 1st Main Road and
North Park Road. Endangering students,
pedestrians, and motorists near major
educational and recreational landmarks,
residents and commuters are urgently de-
manding immediate municipal intervention
and permanent safety fixes. D

+9180730 57594
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Mixed construction debris and garbage dumped right in front of Apoorva
Bakery—at the busy Link Road and Seshadripuram 1st Main Road inter-
section—creates an unacceptable public eyesore and health hazard.

o Bbirs A
A broken footpath on Seshadripuram 1st Main Road, located behind
Seshadripuram Law College, dangerously leads straight into an open
gutter. Surrounded by schools, colleges, and residences, residents demand
animmediate fix before a pedestrian is seriously injured in the dark.

Commuters and residents near Apoorva Bakery on Seshadripur-
am Ist Main Road decry the hazardous link road intersection. Poor
lighting and severe potholes create major crash risks, endanger-

KBG reveals massive expansion
plan for Bengaluru outskirts

The Minister said urbanisation was expanding beyond GBA limits, with
Bengaluru’s urbanised area potentially growing from 750 to 1,800 sqg km.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The government has notified a new
road grid for areas of Bengaluru Urban
district outside the Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA), aiming to ensure
that future urban growth is supported
by roads, drinking water, drainage and
other basic infrastructure. Bengaluru
Development Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda said the plan was needed be-
cause the city had expanded rapidly
over the past 25 years without enough
advance planning. This has contribut-
ed to traffic congestion and continuing
problems with roads, drinking water
and drainage.

The Minister said urbanisation was
now spreading quickly beyond the
GBA limits. He said Bengaluru’s ur-
banised area, currently around 750 sq
km, could expand to 1,400-1,800 sq
km in the coming years.

The new road grid has been planned
to connect taluk and hobli headquar-
ters with major district roads, State
highways, the Peripheral Ring Road
and the Satellite Town Ring Road. The
identified roads have been notified as
CDP roads to support planned expan-

-

750 sqkm

Bengaluru’s urbanised area
today, approximately

what Bengaluru’s urbanised area could
expand to in the coming years

to build the full road network,
the Minister said

sion.

Some existing roads that are 10 me-
tres wide have been proposed for wid-
ening to 30, 45 or up to 90 metres. The
Minister said construction of the full
road network could take five to ten
years.

Citizens have been advised to check
the notification before constructing
houses or developing layouts. Land
required for notified road corridors
will have to remain vacant as per ap-
plicable laws.

Details of the notification will be

Highlights

- Government notifies new road
grid outside GBA.

- Infrastructure planned ahead to
prevent urban congestion.

— Citizens urged not to build on
corridors.

— Road widths expanded up to 90
metres.

— Notifications and alignment
videos uploaded online.

— Officials display details on
notice boards.

uploaded on the BMRDA website. Of-
ficials have also been directed to pro-
vide videos showing existing and pro-
posed road alignments and display
road details at Gram Panchayat and
Revenue Department offices.

The roads will be developed in
phases based on priority, as the net-
work covers thousands of kilometres.
Officials said the plan aims to prevent
future infrastructure problems in Ben-
galuru’s growing outskirts.

Bengaluru Corporation clears

ncroachment

BWSSB expands
groundwater monitoring
with new technology

ing pedestrians and motorists alike, especially during rain.

2100 crore lan
2

Government land cleared

3acres13 guntas

Estimated worth

%II 00 crore

Survey No. in Sarakki Village

13

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bengaluru South City Cor-
poration has cleared encroach-
ments from 3 acres and 13 gun-
tas of government land in
Sarakki Village and taken the
property into its custody, Com-
missioner K.N. Ramesh said.

The land, located at Survey
Number 73 near Banashan-
kari Temple, is estimated to
be worth around X100 crore.
It has been sanctioned for
construction of the Bengaluru
City Corporation’s central of-
fice.

The government had earlier
allotted the land to the Karna-
taka Agricultural Marketing
Department’s Fruit and Vege-
table Division under APMC.
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However, the land was not
used for the purpose for which
it was allotted. The govern-
ment later cancelled the earli-
er allocation and sanctioned
the property to the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
on September 3, 2026, for
construction of the Corpora-
tion’s central office.
Following the new allot-
ment, a team led by Mah-
antesh, Executive Engineer of
the Planning Division, in-
spected the site on Tuesday
under the direction of the Cor-
poration Commissioner.
Using JCB machinery, offi-
cials removed unauthorised
sheds and cleared encroach-
ments from the Corporation’s
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land. Officials also issued
strict instructions to people
who had constructed illegal
buildings on another part of
the same survey number.
They were directed to vacate
the Corporation-owned land
immediately.

Commissioner K.N. Ramesh
said the operation had helped
the Corporation reclaim the 3
acres and 13 guntas of GBA-
owned land. He said the prop-
erty would be protected for the
planned construction of the
Corporation’s central office.

The Commissioner also
warned that legal action would
be taken against anyone found
encroaching on the site in the
future.

Phase, 5th ‘B’ Block.

During the operation, the BDA demolished unau-
thorised structures built on about 12,100 square
feet of land in Survey No. 91 of Alahalli Village,
Uttarahalli Hobli, Bengaluru South Taluk. The land
was subsequently recovered by the authority.

The demolition was carried out by the BDA Task

BDA recovers land worth ¥13.50 crore

BENGALURU: The Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) continued its drive against
unauthorised constructions by recovering prop-
erty worth around %13.50 crore in J.P. Nagar 9th

ation.

property.

Force under the leadership of the Deputy Super-
intendent of Police, Zonal Commissioner of the
South Zone and Engineering Officer-3. Executive
Engineers and an Assistant Executive Engineer
from the South Division also took part in the oper-

The operation was conducted with the active
support of the local police department. The BDA
said the action was part of its continued efforts to
clear unauthorised constructions and recover its

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWS-
SB) will install Internet of
Things (IoT) monitoring de-
vices in 6,000 more borewells
by March 2027 to improve
the monitoring and manage-
ment of groundwater resourc-
es.

The devices will help the
Board monitor water levels,
extraction quantities and
pump-set operations remotely.
BWSSB currently owns
around 16,000 borewells, of
which 1,800 have already
been equipped with [oT de-
vices under the first phase.
The second phase will cover
another 6,000 borewells, with
plans to eventually bring all
Board-owned borewells under
the monitoring system.

BWSSB Chairperson N.
Manjula said the technology
would make borewell man-
agement more scientific, effi-
cient and data-driven. She
noted that operating pumps
when water levels are inade-
quate, running motors longer
than necessary and detecting
equipment faults only after
failures can result in technical
problems and unnecessary ex-
penditure.

According to the BWSSB,
the IoT devices will continu-
ously transmit information
that can help officials identify
borewells where groundwater
availability is declining and
prevent unnecessary pump
operation. The system is also
expected to reduce motor
damage caused by prolonged
or dry running.

The devices will be central-

| |
DETAILS

m Expansion: 6,000 more
borewells to receive loT
devices by March 2027.

B Monitoring: Tracks ground-
water levels, extraction and
pump operations remotely.

B Management: Two dash-
boards will monitor borewell
performance citywide.

B Benefits: Helps prevent
dry running, reduce motor
damage and improve main-
tenance.

B Groundwater: Data will sup-
port efficient and sustain-
able groundwater utilisation.

ly monitored through two
dashboards, enabling officials
to track borewell performance
and water availability across
different parts of the city. The
data generated will provide
information on groundwater
levels and usage patterns.
The Board said this infor-
mation would help officials
identify emerging problems at
an early stage, improve main-
tenance planning and reduce
operational costs. It would
also provide a broader under-
standing of groundwater con-
ditions in different arcas of
Bengaluru. BWSSB officials
expect the technology-driven
monitoring system to improve
the efficiency of borewell op-
erations while supporting
more sustainable utilisation of
groundwater resources.

Officials face FIRs for wrong SIR information

TEACHERS’ CONSTITUENCY POLL

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Strict action, including regis-
tration of FIRs, will be taken
against Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) and other staff if they
provide incorrect information,
mislead the public or give
wrong guidance during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, Ben-
galuru Central City Corpora-
tion Commissioner and Addi-
tional District Election Officer
(Central) Jagadeesh G. said.

Speaking at a meeting with
election officials and repre-
sentatives of recognised polit-
ical parties, he directed offi-
cials to provide only official
and verified information
about the SIR process. Eligi-
ble citizens must be given
proper guidance regarding
voter registration and related
applications.

Officials were also instruct-
ed to identify areas where the
need for SIR is high and con-

duct special awareness drives.
Additional staff will be de-
ployed in areas with a heavy
workload to prevent delays.
The Commissioner urged
citizens to check whether
their names are included in
the electoral roll and submit
Form 6 where required. He
said the objective is to ensure
an accurate electoral roll and
that no eligible voter is left
out.
Teachers’ constituency
poll schedule announced
Jagadeesh G. also held a
meeting with recognised po-
litical parties regarding prepa-
rations for the Bengaluru
Teachers’ Constituency elec-

® O O O O O ®
Sept29 Oct6 Oct?7 Oct9 Oct23 Oct 27 Oct 31
Notification Last day for Scrutiny Lastdayto  Polling,8amto Counting Process
issued nominations withdraw 4pm complete
AT A GLANCE FOR TEACHERS’
APPLICATIONS

Election Schedule: Bengaluru Teachers’ Constituency (BTC) poll
notification issued; polling set for October 23, 2026.

Strict Warning: Officials threatening FIRs and disciplinary action
against BLOs providing incorrect SIR information.

Special Counter Setup: Dedicated Form-19 acceptance counters
established across all seven Central zone ERO offices.

Resource Optimization: Directives issued to deploy additional human
resources to high-workload SIR constituencies.

tion. Representatives were
briefed about notification,
nomination filing, scrutiny,
withdrawal, polling and
counting.

The election notification
was issued on September 29.
Nominations can be filed until
October 6, followed by scru-

tiny on October 7 and with-
drawal until October 9. Poll-
ing will be held on October
23 from 8 am to 4 pm, while
counting will take place on
October 27.

The election process will be
completed by October 31.
SPECIAL COUNTERS

Dedicated counters will be
opened at ERO offices in all
seven Assembly constituen-
cies under the Central juris-
diction to receive Form-19
applications from eligible
teachers.

Officials and staff will be
assigned to the counters, with
their names and designations
displayed.

Applications and docu-
ments will be processed ac-
cording to Election Commis-
sion guidelines.

Election officials, represen-
tatives of political parties and
other officials attended the
meeting.




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

BENGALURU

WEDNESDAY » SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

\ T W

Auto driver detained
after roadside scuffle
with women goes viral
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

An argument over repeat-
ed ride cancellations and
fare escalated into a
physical altercation be-
tween an app-based auto
driver and two women.
Bengaluru police de-
tained the driver, identi-
fied as Chetan, after a
video of the incident at
HSR Layout’s 3rd Sector
went viral on social me-
dia. According to HSR
Layout police, the two
women work at a salonin
Koramangala, while
Chetan is associated with
an app-based ride-hailing
platform. Police said the
women allegedly booked
and cancelled the auto
several times before
booking it again. A dis-
pute over the fare fol-
lowed, eventually turning
physical. Another woman
intervened and attempt-
ed to calm the situation.

How it unfolded

Cancelled: the women
allegedly booked and
cancelled the auto
several times

Rebooked: they booked
it again and a dispute
over the fare followed

Scuffle: it turned phys-
ical; another woman
tried to calm things

Detained: the video
went viral and police
detained the driver

Silkworm
producers offered
subsidy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Department of Seri-
culture has invited appli-
cations from registered
private bivoltine silkworm
egg producers for subsidy
assistance under the Cen-
tral Sector Silk Samagra-2
scheme. The assistance is
intended for construction
of seed rearing houses
and procurement of re-
quired equipment. Eligible
producers must submit
the prescribed application
form along with necessary
documents through the
concerned Sericulture Ex-
tension Officers by
October 23, 2026. Details
of eligibility, terms, condi-
tions and the application
form are available on the
department’s official
website. Applicants can
also contact the Joint Di-
rector or Deputy Director
of Sericulture in their re-
spective districts for fur-
ther information. The de-
partment has urged eligi-
ble producers to make use
of the scheme.

SILK SAMAGRA-2
SUBSIDY

Seed rearing
houses and
equipment

FOR

Registered
private bivoltine
silkworm egg
producers

WHO

Through Sericul-
ture Extension
Officers

BY  October 23,2026

APPLY

CMdirects banks not to
deduct Gruha Lakshmi funds

CM D.K. Shivakumar has ordered officials to prevent financial institutions
from adjusting welfare payments against beneficiaries’ outstanding loans.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar has directed the Chief
Secretary to issue clear in-
structions to banks and finan-
cial institutions against de-
ducting Gruha Lakshmi
scheme payments towards
loan instalments or interest.

The direction followed a
request by Dinesh Gooligow-
da, State Vice-Chairman of
the Guarantee Implementation
Authority and MLC, who
sought urgent action over
complaints from beneficia-
ries.

Under the Gruha Lakshmi
scheme, 2,000 is credited
every month directly to the
bank accounts of eligible
women.

The assistance is intended
to support household expens-
es, children’s education and
women’s financial empower-

Gruha Lakshmi
money is meant to
support women and
their families and should
not be used as an instru-
ment for loan recovery.”

— Dinesh Gooligowda, MLC

ment.

In a letter to the Chief Min-
ister, Gooligowda said some
commercial banks, private
finance companies, microfi-
nance institutions and other
organisations were allegedly
deducting the amount soon
after it was credited, citing
outstanding loan dues or in-
terest.

He said beneficiaries were,
in some cases, not informed
before the money was adjust-
ed towards loan instalments.
Such deductions were causing
difficulties for economically
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vulnerable women and affect-
ing the intended purpose of
the scheme, he said.
Gooligowda also referred to
discussions at recent District
Level Review Committee
meetings involving bankers.
District administrations had
reportedly cautioned financial
institutions against withhold-

ing or adjusting Gruha Laksh-
mi funds towards loan instal-
ments or interest.

Following the representa-
tion, Shivakumar directed the
Chief Secretary to take neces-
sary steps and ensure clear
instructions are issued to
banks and financial institu-
tions.

Leopard sighting in Anchepalya triggers concern

TUESDAY
3AM
ANCHEPALYA

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A leopard was spotted in Ben-
galuru’s Anchepalya early
Tuesday, causing concern
among residents and raising
fresh questions over wildlife
movement into urban areas.

The leopard was reportedly
seen moving through an iso-
lated stretch of Anchepalya at
around 3 am. A security guard
captured footage of the ani-
mal as it passed through the
area.

The leopard was spotted
close to the location where a
wild elephant had recently en-
tered the city. The latest sight-
ing has added to residents’
concerns following the ele-
phant incident, in which a

person was reportedly killed.
Residents have expressed
anxiety over the repeated
movement of wild animals
into Bengaluru’s expanding
urban areas. The incidents
have also prompted questions
about measures being taken
by the Forest Department to
prevent wildlife from entering
populated neighbourhoods.

RESIDENTS ADVISED

Avoid isolated places early in
the morning and at night

Do not approach the animal or
try to chase it away

Do not gather near places
where it is spotted

The sighting has particular-
ly worried residents living
close to vacant plots and iso-
lated stretches, where the an-
imal could potentially find
cover. People in the area have
been advised to exercise cau-
tion and avoid venturing into
isolated places during early
morning and night hours.

Forest officials are expected

to monitor the area and take
steps to track the leopard’s
movement. Residents have
also been urged not to ap-
proach the animal, attempt to
chase it away or gather near
places where it is spotted.

The latest incident high-
lights the challenges posed by
the increasing interface be-
tween Bengaluru’s urban ex-
pansion and surrounding
wildlife habitats.

Authorities are likely to as-
sess the situation and take ap-
propriate measures to ensure
the safety of residents while
preventing any harm to the
animal.

Further details on the leop-
ard’s movement and efforts to
locate it are awaited.

Bengaluru woman quits IT

job to drive Rapido auto
WHY SHE SWITCHED

BEFORE

IT job with night shifts; her
mother alone at home

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

A Bengaluru woman’s deci-
sion to leave her corporate
IT job and become a Rapido
auto driver has gone viral on
social media.

The woman had earlier
worked with a private IT
company. However, after her
father’s death, she faced the
responsibility of taking care
of her mother.

Her night-shift duties
made it difficult for her to
leave her mother alone at
home, prompting her to re-
sign from the corporate job.

Her story came to light af-
ter social media content cre-
ator Tanvi Shetty travelled in
her auto in Bengaluru and
recorded a video about her.
Tanvi was reportedly sur-
prised to find the auto driver
speaking fluent English and
asked about her background.

The woman said she chose
auto driving to remain close
to her mother while earning
a livelihood independently.

Her decision initially faced
opposition from family
members, who questioned
why an educated woman
would leave an IT job to
drive an auto.

NOwW

D Rapido auto driver: close to her

mother, earning more

‘ ‘ This is better than
a corporate job.

| can spend time with

my motherand lam

earning more than I did

inmy T job.”

The Rapido auto driver

Despite the criticism, she
remained firm in her deci-
sion. “This is better than a
corporate job.

I can spend time with my
mother and I am earning
more than [ did in my IT
job,” she said.

The video shared by Tanvi
Shetty on Instagram has re-
portedly received lakhs of
views and sparked discus-
sions online.

Several social media users
have expressed appreciation
for the woman’s decision to
prioritise her mother’s care
while choosing a profession
that provides her with finan-
cial independence.

Her story has also drawn
attention to the different
livelihood choices available
in Bengaluru and the chal-
lenges faced by families
when work schedules con-
flict with caregiving respon-
sibilities.

MDMA allegedly sold from
Bengaluru mutton shop

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Police have busted an alleged
drug-peddling operation at a
mutton shop in Vidyara-
nyapura and arrested two
people.

The arrested have been
identified as Junaid Pasha
and Rizwan Baig. According
to police, the duo allegedly
procured MDMA from a Ni-
gerian national and used the
mutton shop as a base to dis-
tribute the drug.

Acting on specific infor-
mation, Vidyaranyapura po-
lice raided the shop and
seized 106 grams of MDMA,
valued at around X10.60 lakh.
Two mobile phones, 32,590
in cash and a two-wheeler
were also seized during the
operation.

Police are investigating the
source of the drugs and the
possible involvement of oth-
ers in the alleged supply net-
work. The accused are sus-
pected of obtaining the con-

MDMA, WORTH
ABOUT %10.60
LAKH

MOBILE
PHONES

INCASH

TWO-WHEELER

traband from the Nigerian
national and selling it to cus-
tomers in and around the
area.

The use of a small com-
mercial establishment as an
alleged drug-selling point has
raised concerns about the
spread of narcotics networks
into neighbourhood business-
es. Police are also examining
the communications and
transactions of the arrested
persons to determine the ex-
tent of the operation.

A case has been registered
and further investigation is
underway.

The seizure comes amid
continuing police efforts to
crack down on the supply
and sale of synthetic drugs in
Bengaluru. Investigators are
expected to question the ac-
cused to identify their al-
leged supplier and establish
whether the seized MDMA
was intended for local distri-
bution.

Police have urged citizens
to provide information about
suspected drug-peddling ac-
tivities to help curb the circu-
lation of narcotics in residen-
tial and commercial areas.

Bengaluru, Mysuru
selected for Centre’s
PRAGAT

/

Urban Development Minister

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Urban Development Minister
Dr Yatindra Siddaramaiah on
Tuesday welcomed the selec-
tion of Bengaluru and Mysu-
ru under the Centre’s
PRAGATI 50 initiative,
aimed at developing 50 se-
lected cities across the coun-
try as model clean cities.

The minister participated in
a video conference chaired by
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar to discuss measures
to strengthen new pro-
grammes under the Swachh
Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0.

Welcoming the launch of
PRAGATI 50, Siddaramaiah
congratulated the two Karna-
taka cities for being chosen
for the initiative.

He also discussed various
urban development projects
in the state and key demands
with the Union minister.

Siddaramaiah said financial
assistance from the Centre

50 initiative

Theinitiative is
expected to strengthen
urban cleanliness while
supporting Karnataka’s

efforts to improve
civicinfrastructure.

was essential for the success-
ful implementation of major
urban development projects,
including those aimed at de-
veloping model cities. He
urged Khattar to ensure the
early release of pending cen-
tral funds.

“Central funds are essential
for the successful implemen-
tation of major urban devel-
opment projects. I have re-
quested the Centre to release
the pending funds at the ear-
liest,” Dr Yatindra Siddara-
maiah said.

The minister also sought an
appointment with Khattar to
discuss additional funding for
Karnataka’s urban develop-
ment projects and other de-
velopment-related issues.

Khattar assured him that a
meeting would be scheduled
soon to discuss the state’s de-
mands and development pri-
orities.

The high-level video con-
ference was attended by ur-
ban development ministers
from various states and se-
nior officials of the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry.

Contractors demand
release of ¥38,000
crore pending dues

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Contrac-
tors’ Association has demand-
ed the immediate release of
around %38,000 crore in pend-
ing dues owed to contractors
by various development de-
partments.

In a letter to Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, the associ-
ation expressed dissatisfaction
over the delay in clearing bills
despite assurances given to
contractors. It recalled that
Shivakumar, while serving as
Deputy Chief Minister, had
assured contractors that the
government would stand by
them and release pending
payments in a single instal-
ment.

The association said Shiva-
kumar met its office-bearers
on June 30, 2026, after be-
coming Chief Minister and
assured them that their dues
would be cleared within two
months. He had also reported-
ly said the Finance Depart-
ment had been asked to make
the necessary arrangements.

The association claimed
that approximately 338,000
crore remained pending with
various development depart-
ments, with dues accumulat-
ing since 2021-22.

It alleged that, except the
Public Works Department and
Greater Bengaluru Authority,
other departments were not

The Karnataka

State Contractors’
Association has urged
the government to
clear pending bills
and address long-
standing concerns.

PENDINGBILLS
%38,000 2021-22

croreinpending  dues pending

contractor dues since
8% June30
VAT-GST differ- association met
ence sought the CM, 2026

maintaining transparency in
tendering and payment pro-
cesses.

It urged the government to
maintain seniority while re-
leasing payments and sought
a halt to the issuance of Spe-
cial Letters of Credit. It also
demanded the release of the
eight per cent VAT-GST dif-
ference pertaining to 2017-18
and 2018-19.

The association sought
withdrawal of the order re-
quiring work details to be up-
loaded on the Contract Man-
agement Module of the e-pro-
curement platform before
treasury payments are re-
leased.

It also sought priority for
local contractors in district
and taluk-level tenders and
opposed preference to con-
tractors from other districts
and States.

The association said small
and medium contractors had
faced difficulties in securing
works since the Covid-19 pe-
riod and sought measures to
facilitate licence renewals and
continuation of ongoing
works.

Pushcarts banned on Avenue Road to ease congestion

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Avenue Road in KR Market,
one of Bengaluru’s busiest
commercial areas, has be-
come a major congestion
hotspot due to heavy pedestri-
an and vehicular movement.
To ease the situation, the
city traffic police have pro-
hibited pushcarts from enter-
ing Avenue Road. The move
follows an earlier restriction
on autorickshaw entry into the

busy stretch.

Traffic officials are also
considering restricting the
movement of goods vehicles

during peak hours. The pro-
posal was discussed during a
meeting involving traffic po-
lice, Greater Bengaluru Au-

thority (GBA) officials and
the local MLA.

Officials are reportedly ex-
amining whether goods vehi-
cles can be permitted on Ave-
nue Road during night hours
while restricting their entry
during peak periods. A final
decision on the proposal is
expected soon.

The restrictions are aimed at
improving traffic flow and re-
ducing conflicts between pe-
destrians, commercial vehicles

and other road users in the
densely crowded market area.

With business activity re-
maining high throughout the
day, Avenue Road witnesses
considerable movement of
shoppers, traders, delivery ve-
hicles and pedestrians. Offi-
cials said the existing traffic
restrictions were being con-
sidered in response to per-
sistent congestion.

The decision on goods ve-
hicles will determine whether

) Afinal decision on goods vehi-

clesis expected soon

) Talks on regulating commercial
traffic without affecting business

additional traffic-manage-
ment measures are introduced
on the stretch. Until then, au-
thorities are continuing dis-
cussions on regulating com-
mercial traffic without affect-
ing business operations.

PEAKHOUR
RESTRICTIONS

V' Autorickshaws: entry
banned

v Pushcarts: entry prohibited

- Goods vehicles: peak-hour
ban, night-time access
under consideration




CITYSHILIGHTS

BENGALURU, MYSURU

KARNATAKA

WEDNESDAY » SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

ibcworldnews.com

Debt-ridden
farmer dies by |
suicide

CH NEWS, GADAG

A 50-year-old farmer died
by suicide in Gadag dis-
trict on Tuesday after suf-
fering massive crop losses
and mounting unpaid
debt. The deceased has
been identified as Jagan-
appa Lamani, a resident
of Varavi Thanda in Shira-
hatti taluk. According to
local sources, Jaganappa
ended his life by hanging
himself from a treeinan
agricultural field located
in Kundralli village, Laksh-
meshwara taluk. Officials
reported that severe
drought conditions and a
lack of rainfall had entire-
ly destroyed the crops
planted across his two-
acre plot. Struggling to
survive, Jaganappa had
earlier borrowed approxi-
mately Rs 2 lakh to fund
his farming needs and
daily household expens-
es. Facing total harvest
failure, he sank into deep
depression over his inabil-
ity to repay lenders. The
Lakshmeshwar police
have registered an official
case regarding the inci-
dent, visited the spot for
inspection, and initiated a
detailed investigation into
the tragedy.

Chitradurga Fort
hosts cleanliness
drive on Tourism Day

CH NEWS, CHITRADU-
RGA

The City Municipal Coun-
cil organised a voluntary
cleanliness drive and
awareness programme at
the historic Chitradurga
Fort as part of World Tour-
ism Day and the ‘Swach-
hata Hi Seva’ campaign.
Led by Jyothiraj, popularly
known as ‘Kothiraj’, munic-
ipal staff and prominent
citizens took part in the
shramadan. They cleared
accumulated waste from
the area in front of the fort
and its surroundings. Later,
participants formed a hu-
man chain inside the fort
premises and took a
pledge to keep the country
and environment clean.
They also resolved to ded-
icate at least two hours
every week to cleanliness
activities. The campaign
conveyed the message
that protecting the cleanli-
ness of historical monu-
ments and tourist places
is the responsibility of
every citizen.

Chitradurga
tomark Senior
Citizens Day

CH NEWS, CHITRADU-
RGA

A programme to mark
World Senior Citizens’ Day
will be held on October 1
at10 am at the Zilla
Panchayat Hall in Chitra-
durga. The programme is
being jointly organised by
the District Legal Services
Authority, Advocates’ As-
sociation, district adminis-
tration, Zilla Panchayat and
departments working for
women, children, persons
with disabilities and senior
citizens, along with volun-
tary organisations. Principal
District and Sessions Judge
B.T. Mahavarkar will inau-
gurate the programme,
while Deputy Commission-
er Ramya S. will preside.
Senior Advocate D.K. Shee-
la will deliver a special lec-
ture on the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act,
2007.Based on the 2026
theme, “The Era of Lon-
gevity: Rethinking Life-
styles for a Long Life,” the
event will include senior
citizen felicitation, prize
distribution, cultural pro-
grammes and awareness
activities. District Welfare
Officer Vaishali J. ap-
pealed to senior citizens
and the public to partici-
pate in large numbers.

BJP workers stage protest
over Gadag water crisis

Protesters accused Minister H.K. Patil of inadequate drinking water supply,
demanding a permanent solution instead of temporary measures

CH NEWS, GADAG

BJP workers and hundreds of
women staged a protest in
Gadag city over the drinking
water shortage, demanding an
immediate and regular supply
even before the summer sea-
son.

The protesters gathered at
Tong Koota with empty buck-
ets and pots. They performed
a ritual there as part of their
protest against the state gov-
ernment. They later took out a
march from Tong Koota to
Mahatma Gandhi Circle, with
women carrying empty pots.

At Gandhi Circle, protesters
raised slogans against the gov-
ernment and demanded action
to address the water shortage.
The protest was led by former
minister and MLA C.C. Patil
and BJP leader Anil Menasin-
akai.

The protesters expressed
anger against local MLA and
Minister H.K. Patil, alleging
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that the city had not received
adequate drinking water for
several years. They demanded
a permanent solution instead
of temporary measures.

Addressing the gathering,
Anil Menasinakai challenged
the government to provide
regular water to Gadag city.
He also demanded that H.K.
Patil resign as MLA if ade-
quate drinking water could not
be provided.

The protesters raised slo-

Chitradurga prepares for
Maha Ganapathi procession

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

District Superintendent of Po-
lice Kushal Choukse directed
officials to ensure strict secu-
rity arrangements for the Hin-
du Maha Ganapathi immer-
sion procession and Shobha-
yatra scheduled for October 3
in Chitradurga city.

Speaking at a meeting at
the Deputy Commissioner’s
office, he stressed coordina-
tion among all departments to
ensure the event is conducted
peacefully. Officials expect
around four lakh people to
participate in the procession
and immersion.

The police will soon conduct
a route march along the main
procession routes. CCTV cam-
eras and watchtowers will be
installed, while measures will
be taken to regulate banners and
flex boards. Officials were in-
structed to review preparations
daily and complete assigned
work within the deadline.

Additional Superintendent of
Police Shivakumar said the idol
has been installed at the Gov-
ernment Science College
grounds and will be taken to
Chandravalli for immersion. He
said around 3 to 3.20 lakh peo-
ple had participated in the 2025
procession, which ended peace-
fully by 10 pm.

Organisers and volunteers
will be given T-shirts of a spe-

sl palr
Procession crowd

3-3.20 lakh
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2026: the turnout officials expect

cific colour, and volunteer lists
must be submitted to the police
in advance. Volunteers will also
receive instructions before the
procession.

The use of buntings, paper
blasters and firecrackers has
been prohibited. Private drone
use will require police permis-
sion, while the police will use
five to six drones for surveil-
lance.

Prasada distribution on the
main road will not be al-
lowed. Counters must be ar-
ranged on side roads after
prior permission and food
quality checks.

Officials were also asked to
arrange drinking water and
mobile toilets for devotees,
including women, children
and elderly people. Depart-
ments and organisers were
urged to work together for a
safe and peaceful event.

‘Safe abortion awareness
needed to protect women’

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

District Health and Family
Welfare Officer Dr. M.C.
Sunil Kumar said awareness
about safe abortion services is
important as lack of correct
information can lead women
to unsafe methods and health
complications.

He was speaking after inau-
gurating an awareness pro-
gramme for field staff and
ASHA workers at Holalkere
Public Hospital. The pro-
gramme was organised by the
District Health and Family
Welfare Department, District
Reproductive and Child
Health Office, District IEC Di-
vision and Holalkere Taluk
Health Office.

Dr. Sunil Kumar said social
fear and stigma often prevent
women from approaching hos-
pitals. He said safe abortion is
not a crime and urged field
staff to spread correct informa-
tion in communities.

District RCH Officer Dr.
Abhinava M.D. said women
should receive equitable, re-
spectful and confidential care.
He highlighted confidentiality,
proper information, informed
consent, non-discriminatory
services and post-procedure
care with family planning
counselling as important prin-
ciples.

Officials warned people
against using home remedies
or self-medication advice
shared on WhatsApp and You-
Tube, saying such practices
can be life-threatening. ASHA
workers were asked to inform
women that safe services are
available at government health
facilities, including Primary
Health Centres, Community
Health Centres, Taluk Hospi-
tals and District Hospitals.
People were advised to contact
health workers or the 104
helpline for guidance.

Administrative Medical Of-
ficer Rekha T.D. said the Med-
ical Termination of Pregnancy
Act was enacted in 1971. She
noted that following the 2021
amendment, termination may
be permitted up to 24 weeks in
special circumstances, subject
to applicable provisions and
medical advice.

An exhibition on temporary
family planning methods was
also held during the pro-
gramme. Health officials,
doctors, ASHA workers and
other department staff partic-
ipated in the event.

gans including, “Give me wa-
ter, or else give me an an-
swer,” and warned that the
agitation would be intensified
if their demands were not met.

Later, some protesters at-
tempted to lay siege to the
city hall. They pushed against
police barricades and tried to
climb the city hall gate. Police
intervened and worked to
disperse the protesters.

The protesters demanded
immediate and adequate

Ataglance

H Protest action: BJP workers
and women staged a demon-
stration in Gadag over severe
drinking water shortages.

m Public demands: Citizens
and leaders called foran
immediate, regular and
permanent water supply
solution.

B Political pressure: Pro-
testers marched with empty
pots, shouted slogans and
demanded the local minis-
ter’s resignation.

B Escalation: Demonstrators
attempted to breach city hall
barricades, prompting police
intervention to disperse the
crowd.

drinking water, along with a
permanent solution to the
city’s water shortage.

‘Give me water, or else
give me an answer”

— Protesters’ slogan, Gadag

Koppal groups protest
against SIR process

e

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

Progressive, pro-people and
labour organisations staged a
massive protest at Ashok Cir-
cle in Koppal on Tuesday, de-
manding the arrest of Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar and the dismissal
of the Central Government.

The protesters alleged that
the Central Government had
come to power through “vote
theft”. After the protest, they
submitted a memorandum ad-
dressed to the President of
India through Mahavir Kumar,
Shirastedar at the Tahsildar’s
office, on behalf of the Depu-
ty Commissioner.

The memorandum called for
protecting the constitutional
position of the Election Com-
mission of India and safe-
guarding democratic values.
The protesters alleged that the
Election Commission is a
three-member body and that
major administrative decisions
should be taken by majority.
They claimed that Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar had taken unilateral
decisions on technical changes
and the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) process.

The protesters further
claimed that Election Com-
missioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had
submitted written objections
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Highlights

— Progressive organisations
protest against ECI decisions.

— Protesters demand arrest of
Gyanesh Kumar.

— Memorandum calls for Cen-
tral Government dismissal.

- SIR process circulars
demanded for suspension.

— Unilateral administrative
actions face strong opposi-
tion.

- Inquiry into voter rights
violations requested.

against such decisions on
more than 14 occasions.

They demanded that all SIR
circulars issued without the
consensus of the full commis-
sion be withdrawn and that
the SIR process be suspended
immediately. They also de-
manded the arrest of the Chief
Election Commissioner and a
detailed inquiry into alleged
violations of voters’ rights un-
der the supervision of a re-
tired High Court or Supreme
Court judge.

The groups also demanded
the dismissal of the Central
Government and appropriate
constitutional action by the
President.

The protesters raised slo-
gans against the SIR process
and the Central Government
during the demonstration.

RAINS BRING RELIEF

Group appeals against
renaming Dakshina
Kannada district

PR

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

A group of citizens, intellec-
tuals, historians, writers and
cultural activists has appealed
to the Karnataka government
to retain the historic name
‘Dakshina Kannada’ for the
district instead of renaming it
‘Mangaluru District’.

The group defended

Dakshina Kannada’s

name, citing its 1977
adoption, century-old
regional identity, and

broader geography
beyond headquarters
Mangaluru

At a press meet held on
Tuesday, the group said the
appeal was not against Man-
galuru, which they described
as the historic, cultural and
economic centre of the region.
They said retaining Dakshina
Kannada would help preserve
the historical identity of a re-
gion that extends beyond a sin-
gle city.

The group said the govern-
ment changed the district’s
name to Dakshina Kannada in
January 1977, and the name
has been in use for nearly five
decades. They also pointed to
the administrative identity as-

sociated with the region for
more than a century.

According to the group, a
district does not necessarily
have to carry the name of its
headquarters. Mangaluru is the
district headquarters, while
Dakshina Kannada represents
a wider geographical and cul-
tural region that includes Put-
tur, Belthangady, Sullia, Bant-
wal, Moodbidri and Mulki.

The group said the name
Dakshina Kannada continued
even after major administra-
tive changes, including the
creation of Udupi district in
1997. They also expressed
concern that changing the
name could require changes to
historical, administrative, edu-
cational, legal and cultural re-
cords.

The members welcomed the
government’s decision to seek
public opinion on the pro-
posed name change. They
urged that the consultation be
broad-based and transparent,
covering all taluks, towns and
villages, as well as historians,
academics, writers, cultural
organisations and other stake-
holders.

They requested the govern-
ment to retain Dakshina Kan-
nada as the official district
name while allowing Mangal-
uru to continue developing its
identity as the headquarters.

Former MLA Somalingappa
dismisses land dispute accusations
CH NEWS, BALLARI: Former Member of

Legislative Assembly M.S. Somalingappa has
strongly refuted the latest police complaint
filed against him and his family members,
calling the land dispute allegations completely

baseless and malicious.

Addressing reporters at a press conference
held at his residential office in Tekkalakote on Tuesday, the vet-
eran leader clarified the legal facts surrounding the controversy.

He explained that his son, Venkatappanayaka, lawfully
bought 75 cents of land out of a total three-acre plot in Survey
Number 8/3. The transaction was conducted directly with the
complainant, Manjula, who executed the sale deed using a
legally valid General Power of Attorney.

The former legislator pointed out that the complainant had
repeatedly filed similar false cases against him and his sons
in the past. According to him, judicial proceedings conducted
before both the Siruguppa court and the Ballari district court
had already dismissed her previous claims as fabricated.

Regarding the fresh First Information Report registered
at Siruguppa police station on September 27, Somalingappa
asserted that neither he nor his family members were anywhere
near the site during the alleged incident. He urged investigators
to examine relevant mobile tower locations and public CCTV
recordings to confirm their absence.

Somalingappa further detailed that Manjula personally com-
pleted all documentation formalities at the Siruguppa sub-reg-
istrar office. Following the formal handover, a protective wire
fence was erected solely around the 75-cent boundary, and his
family holds no claim or interest in the remaining area.

Expressing deep displeasure over the continuous smear cam-
paign, he stated that the motivated accusations were aimed at
tarnishing his hard-earned public image. He warned that his
legal team would contest the complaint firmly in court while
actively preparing a civil defamation suit against the com-

plainant.

Heavy rains fill Chamarajanagar reservoirs

CHNEWS, CHAMARAJANAGAR

Heavy rains brought relief to
residents of Chamarajanagar
district, particularly in Hanur
and Kollegala taluks, after the
region had faced a rainfall
shortage.

The rain came as Karnataka
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar arrived to inaugurate de-
velopment projects and dis-
tribute benefits in the area.

Heavy rain overnight filled
the Hubbe-Hunase reservoir
to capacity, causing it to over-
flow. The Udutore, Tattehalla
and Swamihalla reservoirs
also filled, with water flowing
over bridges and entering sev-
eral parts of Hanur town.

Devangapete and nearby
areas were badly affected as
water submerged houses and
roads. Traffic and pedestrian
movement on the main road
to Male Mahadeshwara Betta
was temporarily disrupted af-

ter more than five feet of wa-
ter flowed over a bridge.
Heavy rain also caused
problems in Martalli Gram
Panchayat limits. Water en-
tered houses and shops, leav-
ing several residents in dis-
tress. The houses of Rangam-
ma and Jyothi were flooded,
damaging food grains, clothes
and other daily essentials.
The floodwaters also washed
away two sheep and 20 chick-
ens, which were important to

E =
their livelihood. Officials re-
portedly responded to the sit-
uation.

Meanwhile, boulders, rocks
and soil rolled onto the road
leading to Male Mahadesh-
wara Betta following the
heavy rainfall. The road
turned muddy, creating diffi-
culties for movement.

Hanur had faced drought
conditions for several months,
with shortages of drinking
water for people and live-

stock. However, continuous
rain over the past week has
brought hope to residents.

The filling of reservoirs has
also brought relief to farmers
in surrounding areas. The res-
ervoirs envisioned by the late
Rajugowda are now full,
bringing smiles to farmers
who had been waiting for bet-
ter water conditions.

The recent rainfall has pro-
vided much-needed relief to
the drought-hit region, al-
though waterlogging and road
disruptions have affected sev-
eral areas.

Hanur, then and now
BEFORE NOW
Drought Reservoirs
for several full after
months; aweek of
drinking P> continuous
water rain; hope
short for for resi-
people and dents, relief
livestock for farmers

X X X
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Prakash Raj demands immediate Eiiﬁii%légt(il(s)gfleu(}'i%g-
scrapping of SIR process polls: Lakshmipriya

Meenakshi

CH NEWS, KOPPAL Prakash Raj alleged voters faced difficulties over unmapping notices and discrepancies,

questioning document requirements for those lacking birth or residence records

CH NEWS, KARWAR .

Koppal Inner Wheel Club
President Meenakshi
Bannadabhavi said un-
cleanliness is the root
cause of diseases and
urged people to keep the
surroundings in front of
their homes clean. She
was speaking while pre-
siding over a cleanliness
drive organised by the
Koppal Inner Wheel Club,
District 316, under the
theme “Clean and Green
Campus”. She inaugurat-
ed the programme by
personally taking part in
the cleaning activities.
Meenakshi said water is
the essence of life and
must be used carefully.
She stressed that main-
taining a clean environ-
ment is essential to pre-
vent diseases and is a
collective responsibility.
She said hygiene reflects
environmental conserva-
tion and community re-
sponsibility and appealed
for cooperation to make
the ‘Swachh Bharat’ initi-
ative a success.

Basamma Kuri wins
first placein 5km
marathon

CH NEWS, GADAG

Basamma Kuri, a first-
year B.Com student of
Mariyappa Balappa Kala-
konnavara Government
First Grade College in
Naregal, secured first
place inthe 5km ‘Red
Ribbon Run’ marathon
held in Gadag on Tuesday.
The event was organised
for college students as
part of the intensified IEC
(Information, Education,
and Communication)
campaign for HIV preven-
tion (2026). The pro-
gramme was conducted
under the aegis of the
Gadag District Health and
Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Zilla Panchayat,
District AIDS Prevention
and Control Unit, District
Education Department
and District Sports De-
partment. Basamma re-
ceived a cash prize of
%5,000 and a medal.

10 law graduates
selected for legal
training

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Kumar announced that 10
law graduates have been
selected for legal training
conducted by the Depart-
ment of Backward Class-
es Welfare for the 2026-
27 academic year. Chair-
ing the district-level selec-
tion committee meeting
at his office, Dr. Kumar
said 22 candidates ap-
peared for the direct inter-
view. The selection was
conducted transparently
based on educational
qualifications, prescribed
eligibility criteria and in-
terview performance.

Upa-Lokayukta

to hear public
grievances

Justice K.N.
Phaneendra

September 30,
10amto1:30
pmand 2:30 pm
t05:30 pm

Zilla Panchayat
office, Karwar

Pending Uttara
Kannada

cases under

his jurisdiction,
heard with com-
plainants and
respondents
present

The SP urges
complainants
to attend at the
scheduled time

The DCand ZP
CEOQinspected
the arrange-
ments

CH NEWS, MADIKERI

Actor and activist Prakash
Raj demanded the immediate
scrapping of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, alleging that
the process could affect the
voting rights of poor people,
migrant workers, tribal com-
munities and minorities.

He was speaking at an SIR
Review and Resistance Tour
and public survey of people
affected by the process at
Palemadu village in Madikeri
taluk. More than 500 people
affected by the SIR process
participated in the convention
and shared their grievances.

Prakash Raj alleged that
voters were facing difficulties
because of notices issued
over unmapping, logical dis-
crepancies and other issues.
He questioned the require-
ment for documents from
people who may not have
proper birth or residence re-
cords.

He also alleged that spelling
mistakes, changes in names
and other errors in electoral
records were often made by
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government systems and ques-
tioned why voters should face
difficulties because of such
mistakes.

According to the figures
cited at the meeting, 13 crore
voters across the country had
been removed through the
SIR process, while 1.8 crore
voters in Karnataka were
placed on the ASDDO list.
Notices were reportedly is-
sued to 43 lakh voters over
unmapping and logical dis-
crepancies. These figures
were presented by the organ-
isers and were not inde-
pendently verified at the
meeting.

Prakash Raj said the SIR
process was unnecessary and
demanded that all related de-
cisions and records be handed
over to the Supreme Court for
examination. He also ques-
tioned the treatment of mi-
grant workers who may be
away from their homes when
enumeration forms are distrib-
uted.

Participants from Kodagu
said some plantation workers
living in line houses had been
included in the ASDDO cate-
gory and that some eligible
voters had not received enu-
meration forms.

Prakash Raj said the strug-

Highlights

— Prakash Raj demands
immediate scrapping of the
SIR process.

— Over 500 affected
individuals voice grievances
at Palemadu convention.

— Activist calls for the
removal of Chief Election
Commissioner.

— Protesters highlight
unmapped voters and
arbitrary deletions.

— State-level facts to be
submitted to cabinet
ministers.

- Joint nationwide movement
planned starting from Delhi.

gle would continue until ev-
ery eligible voter could exer-
cise their voting rights. He
also expressed support for
housing rights and said he
would join efforts seeking
housing for people without
homes.

SDPI, Aam Aadmi Party
and Citizens’ Voter Watch
Committee representatives,
along with activists working
on land and housing rights,
attended the programme.

Workers urged to avail
government security schemes

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Taluk Panchayat Executive
Officer T.Y. Dasanakoppa
urged poor wage labourers to
register for government secu-
rity schemes such as PMJJ-
BY, PMSBY and APY to en-
sure social and economic se-
curity.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over an information
exchange and financial liter-
acy programme jointly organ-
ised by the Taluk Panchayat,
Gram Panchayat and Finan-
cial Literacy Centre,
Mundgod. The programme
was held at a trench construc-
tion site in the Attiveri forest
area under Hungund Gram
Panchayat in Mundgod taluk,
where work is being imple-
mented under the VB-G
RAM G scheme.

Dasanakoppa said the wage
rate under the current VB-G
RAM G scheme had been in-
creased to 3382, with 125 per-
son-days of work provided.
He said a family could earn an
annual income of 47,750
through the scheme.

However, he stressed that
earning money alone was not

enough and said families
should register for social se-
curity schemes to protect
their financial stability. He
described enrolment in gov-
ernment security schemes as
an important service to de-
pendent family members.

Financial literacy advisor
Gaurish Kulkarni explained
various government schemes
and financial practices. He
spoke about the Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yoja-
na, which provides accident
insurance, the Pradhan Man-
tri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana,
which provides life insur-
ance, and the Atal Pension
Yojana, which provides a
guaranteed monthly pension
in old age.

He also explained the safe
use of UPI, Aadhaar-enabled
payments and ATM cards. He
warned people not to share
OTPs or bank details with
strangers.

3382

wage rate under VB-G
RAMG

125

person-days of work

341,150

a family’s annual
income

Farmers protest in Yadgir
demanding loan waiver

CH NEWS, YADGIR

The district unit of the Karna-
taka State Farmers’ Associa-
tion and Hasiru Sene staged a
protest in front of the Deputy
Commissioner’s office, de-
manding immediate action on
farmers’ problems amid se-
vere drought conditions in the
state.

Addressing the protesters,
association Vice President
Mallikarjun Satyampete de-
manded a complete waiver of
loans taken by farmers from
nationalised and cooperative
banks. He also demanded
seven hours of uninterrupted
power supply for agricultural
activities, in line with prom-
ises to give priority to the
farming sector.

The association urged the
government to announce Min-
imum Support Prices (MSP)
for different crops and make

Key demands

Loan waiver: nationalised
and cooperative banks

Power: seven hours of
uninterrupted supply for
farming

MSP: support prices, with
direct procurement

ETa—

arrangements for direct pro-
curement from farmers.

Satyampete said the Almatti
and Basavasagara reservoirs
were full and called for proper
water management. He said
the available water should be
used effectively so that farm-
ers can grow two crops in-
stead of allowing the water to
go waste.

The farmers also urged the
government to resolve issues
related to the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) and ration
cards without delay. They
sought steps to ensure that el-
igible beneficiaries do not face
difficulties while receiving
government services and ben-
efits.

The protesters submitted a
memorandum containing
their demands to the district
administration. Deputy Com-
missioner Rahul Pande
Veeresh received the memo-
randum.

Massive protest over removal
of Siddaramaiah statue

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Tension prevailed on Tuesday
as thousands of supporters of
former Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah and members of the
Karnataka Kuruba Sangha
staged a massive protest
against the removal of his
statue by the City Corpora-
tion.

The protesters took out a
rally from Sangolli Rayanna
Circle to the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, raising slogans
against the municipal authori-
ties and demanding action
against the officials who re-
moved the statue. The nine-
foot statue had been installed at
High Court Circle in the city
without prior permission. City
Corporation officials, with po-
lice assistance, removed it the
following morning, citing the
lack of necessary permission.

The removal triggered strong
resentment among Siddara-
maiah’s supporters and Kuruba
organisations. Leaders de-
manded that the officials re-
sponsible for removing the
statue be suspended and that
the statue be reinstalled at the

Leaders demanded
that the officials be
suspended and the
statue reinstalled
at the same spot

same location immediately.
The protest saw participation
from Siddaramaiah supporters
and Kuruba community mem-
bers from Yadgir, Raichur,
Bidar and other districts, be-
sides Kalaburagi. As the rally
reached the Collector’s office,
some protesters attempted to
enter the premises, leading to a
confrontation with the police.
Police tried to prevent the pro-
testers from entering the office,
resulting in a tense situation
and a clash between the two
sides.

The protesters accused the
City Corporation of disrespect-
ing the former Chief Minister
and demanded immediate res-
toration of the statue. The Kar-
nataka Pradesh Kuruba Sangha
had earlier announced the Sep-
tember 29 rally from Sangolli
Rayanna statue to the Deputy
Commissioner’s office.

With the Model Code of Con-
duct in force for the Karnata-
ka Legislative Council elec-
tion from the Karnataka West
Graduates’ Constituency, As-
sistant Returning Officer and
Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmipriya has ordered the
formation of a Media Certifi-
cation and Monitoring Com-
mittee in the district.

The committee will mon-
itor advertisements broad-
cast through media chan-
nels during the election
process. As per Election
Commission directives,
candidates must obtain
pre-certification for election
advertisements intended for
TV channels, cable net-
works, radio, private FM
channels and cinema the-
atres.

The rule also applies to
audio-video displays in
public places and content
on social media.

The committee will also
monitor campaign activi-
ties of political leaders and
candidates and instances of
paid news during the elec-
tion period.

Grievance monitoring
cell established

A Grievance Monitoring
Cell has also been estab-
lished for the West Gradu-
ates’ Constituency election.
The cell will receive, verify
and dispose of complaints
submitted by various
teams, the public and polit-
ical parties at the district

level.

Ration card holders
urged to complete
e-KYC

Deputy Commissioner K.
Lakshmipriya has urged ra-
tion card holders in Uttara
Kannada district to com-
plete their e-KYC free of
cost. Of the 5,69,044 ration
card holders who need to
update or renew their
e-KYC, 2,44,930 benefi-
ciaries have completed the
process, while 3,24,114 are
still pending.

The deadline, earlier
fixed for September 30, has
been extended to Octo-
ber 20. Beneficiaries have
been asked to visit their
nearest fair price shop and
complete the process with-
out waiting until the last
date.Failure to complete
e-KYC could lead to dis-
continuation of government
benefits received through
the ration card.

If any fee is charged,
beneficiaries can complain
through the Food Depart-
ment consumer helpline at
1967 or contact the Food
Shirastedar and Food In-
spector at the concerned
Tahsildar’s office.
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BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION
Office of Health Officer, Public Health, BWCC,
Palike Soudha, 14th A Cross, Chandra Layout

1st Block, Bengaluru - 560072.

PR No:BWCC/HO(PH)/(WEST)/PR/1004/2026-27  Date:29.09.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Bengaluru West City Corporation, invites tender’s from eligible
bidders for the following:
Following is the Events of Bid Process:

1.| Tender Name Tender reference
1) Request for proposal for providing |Number:

CMC to laboratory equipments’ of

UPHC’s Malleshwaram Assembly 1) EI\EI\(I)CZ:GC‘I‘ZOZG-ZW
Constituency of BWCC for a period
of 12 months.

2) Request for proposal, “Selection
of Service provider for Smart Virtual |2) BWCC/2026-27/
Clinic Annual Maintenance Contract| SE0265

(AMC) in Bengaluru West City
Corporation.”

Date of Commencement of Download of Document from
2.|Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in From 29.09.2026 onwards
Last Date and Time for uploading Online Queries in
3. | Karnataka Public Procurement portal on 03.10.2026
upto 5:00 pm

Date and Time of Pre-bid Meeting on 03.10.2026 at
12:30 pm, at the following Venue: Office of Health Officer
Public Health BWCC, Palike Soudha, 14th A Cross,

4 Chandra Layout 1st Block, Bengaluru - 560 072.
Email: hobwcc2025@gmail.com
5 Last date for uploading tendrs in Karnataka Public

Procurement Portal on 13.10.2026 upto 5:00 pm.

6. Date and Time of online opening of Technical Bids on
14.10.2026 at 5:10 pm

1) Tender documents may be downloaded from the website

https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

2) Other details can be seen in the tender documents.
Sd/-
Health Officer (Public Health)
Benglauru West City Corporation
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The open drainage pit,
Manjunatha Layout

Open drainage pit raises
safety concerns in Hunsur

CH NEWS, HUNSUR

An open drainage pit near
the 5th Cross of Manju-
natha Layout is posing a

serious danger to resi-
dents, while stagnant
wastewater and foul smell
have added to public dis-
satisfaction with the City

Municipal Council’s func-

tioning.

The open drainage pit is
located near Hunsur Road,
opposite the Indane Gas
Agency. Due to the ab-
sence of a proper drainage
system, wastewater is not
flowing freely and has
been stagnating, creating
a foul smell and affecting
the surrounding atmos-
phere.
Residents said Manju-
natha Layout, despite
being located in the heart
of the city, has been left
with a hazardous and
open drainage system.
They reportedly informed
the Municipal Council
about the problem, but no
action has been taken so
far.

Residents have urged Mu-
nicipal Council officials to
immediately repair the
damaged drainage system
and close the open
drainage pit. They warned
that they would stage a
protest in front of the Mu-
nicipal Council office if the
issue is not addressed.
The public also expressed
dissatisfaction over the
condition of roads in the
city, particularly the failure
to repair potholes. They
alleged that officials and
the Commissioner have
failed to address basic de-
velopment issues.

Sakrebyle Elephant Camp
toremain closed on
Wednesdays

CH NEWS, SHIVAMOG-
GA

The Sakrebyle Elephant
Camp in Shivamogga
taluk will remain closed
every Wednesday following
new Forest Department
guidelines aimed at wildlife
conservation and tourist
safety. The department has
introduced a weekly hol-
iday for captive elephant
camps across Karnataka.
The Sakrebyle camp reo-
pened to tourists on Sep-
tember 26 after being tem-
porarily closed following an
incident at Dubare Ele-
phant Camp on May 18.
Following its reopening,
stricter safety measures
have been introduced at
Sakrebyle. Safety sign-
boards have been installed
at several locations inside
the camp to guide visitors
and improve safety. Forest
officials have appealed to
tourists to plan their visits
accordingly and avoid vis-
iting the camp on Wednes-
days. The weekly closure is
part of measures intro-
duced to improve safety for
visitors while supporting
wildlife conservation at
captive elephant camps.

Abhishek Kamble named
president of Dasara
committee

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The Suryavamshi Khatik
Samaj has announced
that Abhishek Shekhar-
babu Kamble, proprietor
of Balaji Automobiles, has
been unanimously se-
lected as the president of
the community’s 2026
Dasara Festival Com-
mittee. On the occasion,
Congress leader Shiva-
nanda Honagunti felici-
tated Abhishek Shekhar-
babu Kamble and con-
veyed his best wishes.

" BJP leaders question MLA

Hltnal over Kavatar claims

Leaders questioned the MLA over alleged %3 crore and %1 crore fines
linked to illegal quarrying and government land encroachment

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

BJP SC Morcha leader Ga-
nesh Horatatnala and leaders
from various communities ex-
pressed strong opposition to
allegations made by Koppal
MLA K. Raghavendra Hitnal
and other Congress leaders
against BJP leader Dr. Basa-
varaj Kavatar’s private hospi-
tal and personal affairs.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, Horatatnala
condemned the allegations
and said targeting Dr. Kava-
tar’s private hospital because
of his political involvement
was inappropriate. The lead-
ers alleged that the accusa-
tions were politically moti-
vated.

They said K.S. Hospital had
supported poor patients from
Koppal and other states, par-
ticularly during the
COVID-19 pandemic and

other critical situations. They
said bringing the hospital into
political rivalry was inappro-
priate.

The leaders questioned the
MLA on several issues, in-
cluding alleged fines of %3
crore and X1 crore imposed
on the MLA and MP during
the Congress government’s
tenure for illegal stone quar-
rying and encroachment on
government land.

They also questioned the
%10,000 crore development
grants allegedly brought to
the constituency and asked
what Smart City infrastruc-
ture had been developed in
Koppal. They alleged that
foundation-laying ceremo-
nies for projects, including
the Koppal-Mundaragi road,
had been held more than
once.

Questions were also raised
about alleged irregularities in
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KRIDL FAKE BILLS

BJP leaders at the press conference in Koppal on Tuesday

KUDA site allotments, al-
leged %16 crore corruption in
the City Municipal Council
and the %72 crore KRIDL
fake bill scam. The leaders
also criticised cases filed
against people protesting for
road repairs in Kavalur and
alleged attempts to claim
credit for the Alavandi substa-
tion project.

They further alleged at-
tempts to sideline leaders

BJP leader Krishnappa Kalladka criticises

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

BJP leader Krishnappa Kal-
ladka has criticised what he
described as an attempt to si-
lence those who speak openly,
alleging that complaints are
filed with the Central Crime
Branch (CCB) and police are
sent to their homes when they
express views that are consid-
ered inconvenient.

Speaking on the issue,
Kalladka questioned the atti-
tude of people who, accord-
ing to him, believe that ev-
erything happens only be-
cause of their organisation.
He referred to what he de-
scribed as an “arrogance”
among sections of the Sangh
Parivar and said such an ap-

Arrogance among
sections of the Sangh
Parivar should

be questioned

proach should be ques-
tioned.

Kalladka reportedly made
the remarks while express-
ing his views on internal dif-
ferences and the treatment
of people who raise ques-
tions. He alleged that indi-
viduals who speak the truth
or voice criticism face pres-
sure through police com-
plaints and investigations.

The BJP leader also ques-
tioned whether raising con-
cerns or expressing a differ-
ent opinion should lead to

Kr|shnappa Kalladka
BJP leader

police action. He said demo-
cratic organisations should
have space for discussion,
disagreement and criticism
rather than attempting to
suppress opposing views.
His comments have drawn
attention because of his as-
sociation with the BJP and
his remarks about the Sangh
Parivar. The statements come
amid continuing political dis-

Officers told to prepare for water shortage

The KDP meeting at Kundapur
CH NEWS, UDUPI

MLA Gururaj Gantihole said,
since the rains have not come
as expected this time, there is
a water shortage in Kundapur
and Byndoor taluks, and we
must prepare to deal with the
water problem immediately.

He was speaking while pre-
siding over the Kundapur ta-
luk-level quarterly KDP meet-
ing held at the taluk pancha-
yat hall at Kundapur.

According to the report,
there is a 27 percent rainfall
deficit in Byndoor and 16 per-
cent in Kundapur. If the rain-
fall measurement had been
properly maintained, there
would have been an even
greater deficit. Areas with salt
water problems may experi-
ence a deficit from December
itself. For this reason, priority
should be given to drinking
water this time and farmers
should also be helped, he
said.

Horticulture department of-
ficials said that 16 gardens

and an area of 4.5 acres have
been damaged due to this
rain. Varahi engineer in-
formed that the total storage
capacity of the Mani reservoir
on the Varahi river is 31.5
TMC, and there is a 30 per-
cent storage shortage due to
low rainfall. KDP member
Hariprasad Shetty said that
after giving some time to ag-
riculture, water has been
stopped again. Some of the
Kindi dams in Kundapur and
Byndoor have been boarded
up.

More people are coming to
the taluk hospital. But they

Ataglance

B Rainfall Deficit: Kundapur
and Byndoor face notable
rainfall shortfalls, triggering
severe early water shortage
concerns.

B Reservoir Storage: Mani res-
ervoir reports a 30% storage
deficit due to inadequate
seasonal downpours.

m Healthcare Issues: Taluk
hospital faces long receipt
queues, doctor coordination
gaps, and 20 vacant staff
posts.

m Infrastructure Concerns:
Members demand school
building repairs, bridge traffic
solutions, and dam board
management.

Priority to drinking
water this time, and
help for farmers too

have to wait for hours for the
receipt. Member Ramesh
Shetty alleged that there is a
lack of coordination among
the doctors. Hold a meeting of
the doctors at the hospital as
soon as possible and resolve
this. If not possible, the MLA
instructed the Kodgi Hospital
Administrator to convene a
health protection committee
meeting.

Member Jyoti V Putran de-
manded the appointment of a
skin disease specialist. We
have 56 posts sanctioned, 36
have been filled, and 20 posts
are vacant. Field staff posts
are vacant, said Taluk Health
Officer Dr K Premanand.

Member Sarath Kumar
Shetty demanded that the
buildings of closed govern-
ment schools be repaired be-
fore they collapse and the as-
sets there be protected.

Expressing concern about
the construction of the new
bridge, MLA Kiran Kumar
Kodgi said that the construc-
tion of the bridge may take
2-3 years. It is difficult to stop
traffic for that long.

QUALITY RURAL HEALTHCARE

from Muslim, Valmiki, Bar-
kera, Lingayat, Kuruba and
Madiga communities, de-
scribing it as “divide-and-
rule” politics.

Accepting the MLA’s chal-
lenge to inspect development
works in every village, they
asked him to fix a date and
time. They said voters and
BJP workers would present
their views on development
over the last 13 years.

Sangh Parivar

cussions in Karnataka over
police complaints, investiga-
tions and differences within
political and social organisa-
tions.

Kalladka’s allegations con-
cern the conduct of specific
individuals and organisations,
and the claims would require
verification from the con-
cerned authorities. No inde-
pendent confirmation of the
allegations was included in
the available report.

The remarks have since
been circulated on social me-
dia, prompting discussion
among political workers and
members of the public about
freedom to express dissent
within political and organisa-
tional circles.

Mangaluru old
harbour struggles with
severe congestion

MYE

60%

WORK DONE

Boats and fish crates at Mangaluru’s Old Harbour, or Dhakke

CH NEWS, MANGALURU

Fishermen at Mangaluru’s
Old Harbour, or Dhakke, are
seeking urgent government
action to address a severe
shortage of boat berthing
space and long-pending
dredging work at the harbour
mouth.

The fishing community
says the problems are affect-
ing operations and creating
safety risks.

More than 1,400 boats, in-
cluding around 900 licensed
steel boats along with tradi-
tional and wooden craft, op-
erate from the harbour. How-
ever, the existing berthing
facilities can accommodate
only about 250 to 300 boats,
leaving hundreds of fisher-
men struggling to dock their
vessels and unload their
catch.

Work on three jetties under
Phase-3 of the harbour devel-
opment project has also been
delayed. About 60 per cent of
the work on the third jetty
has reportedly been complet-
ed, while the remaining work
is pending. The first jetty has
been demolished, and work
on the second jetty has
stopped midway. Fishermen
have urged the government to
release pending funds and
speed up construction.

The fishing community has
also demanded a fourth jetty,
either near Kotepura or in the
form of a floating jetty, to in-
crease berthing capacity.
Fishermen’s leaders said the
shortage has become particu-

larly difficult with several
months of the fishing season
already over.

Another major concern is
silt accumulation at the estu-
ary where the Netravati and
Phalguni (Gurupura) rivers
meet the Arabian Sea. Sand
and sediment carried by the
rivers have reduced the water
depth, increasing the risk of
boats hitting sandbars while
entering or leaving the har-
bour.

Fisherman leader Rajesh
Puthran said inadequate
dredging over the years has
resulted in dangerous condi-
tions. He pointed to an inci-
dent shortly before Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar’s
visit when three boats report-
edly met with accidents at the
estuary on the same day.

Faisal Kudroli, general sec-
retary of the Mangaluru
Trawl Boat Union, said the
government must complete
the three jetties and allocate
funds for a fourth. Fisher-
men’s leaders also want the
government to procure a
modern cutter dredger, say-
ing conventional machinery
is inadequate for removing
the accumulated sediment.

Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar, during his recent visit
to the harbour, inspected the
facilities and interacted with
fishermen. The community
has urged the government to
implement the assurances giv-
en during the visit and pro-
vide permanent solutions to
their infrastructure and safety
concerns.

Davanagere seeks spec1ahst wildlife vets

suitably

trained wildlife
anesthesiologists
in Karnataka, says
the report

Aleopard rescue by the highway
CH NEWS, DAVANAGERE

Davanagere district is facing
a shortage of trained wildlife
anesthesiologists, raising con-
cerns over delays in rescuing
wild animals that enter hu-
man settlements. The issue
has become more significant
as sightings of leopards, bears
and elephants have increased
in several parts of the district.

The Forest Department has
reportedly submitted propos-
als to the state government
seeking specialist wildlife
veterinarians for Davanagere.
At present, experts often have
to be brought from Shiva-
mogga or Hosapete when an
animal needs to be tran-
quilised during a rescue oper-
ation.

Human-wildlife conflict

has been reported in different
parts of the district. Elephants
moving from the Bhadra
Wildlife Sanctuary towards
forests in Ubrani Hobli of
Channagiri have reportedly
caused crop damage. Resi-
dents around the Rangayyana
Durga Wildlife Sanctuary in
Jagalur taluk have also en-
countered leopards and bears.
Wildlife movement has addi-
tionally been reported near
the Indira Priyadarshini Mini
Zoo area in Anagodu.

A recent incident near Kok-
kanur village on National
Highway 48 highlighted the
problem. A leopard injured in
a road accident attacked For-
est Department personnel
who arrived to rescue it. An
anesthesiologist from Hosa-
pete was eventually brought

in to tranquilise the animal
and facilitate its rescue.

According to the report,
Karnataka has only 12 suit-
ably trained wildlife anesthe-
siologists. Two are at Mysuru
Zoo, while three are posted
between Pilikula Biological
Park in Mangaluru and Ban-
nerghatta Biological Park.
One each is available at the
Shivamogga Lion Safari,
Sakrebailu Elephant Camp,
Bandipur Elephant Camp,
Kodagu Wildlife PG Centre,
Dubare Elephant Camp and
Hosapete Zoo.

Davanagere ACF Anand
said specialist wildlife veter-
inarians are required to ad-
minister anesthesia to wild
animals and that general doc-
tors cannot perform the task.
He said experts currently
have to be called from Shiva-
mogga or Hosapete during
emergencies.

Anand said the injured
leopard rescued recently near
Anagodu is now healthy. He
added that a proposal had
been sent to the state govern-
ment seeking specialist per-
sonnel for the district.

Residents have urged the
government to address the
shortage to ensure quicker
and safer wildlife rescue op-
erations.

Free health camps planned across Magadi Gram Panchayats

CH NEWS, MAGADI

Block Congress President Pu-
jaripalya K. Krishnamurthy
announced that free health
check-up and surgery camps
will be organised across every
Gram Panchayat in Magadi
taluk.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Chakrabhavi
VSSN Society hall, he said a
large free health check-up
camp would be held on Sun-
day, August 4, at the
Chakrabhavi VSSN Society
premises. The programme is
being organised under the
leadership of Minister H.C.

Leaders with the health camp posters at the Chakrabhavi press meet

Balakrishna, in association
with Mahanadu Kattemane,
D.K.S. Charitable Trust, M.S.
Ramaiah Hospital and the
Chakrabhavi VSSN Society.
Krishnamurthy said the
programme aims to provide
quality healthcare to people in

rural areas and encourage res-
idents to seek medical atten-
tion instead of buying medi-
cines from shops and ignoring
health problems.

High-tech mobile buses
from M.S. Ramaiah Hospital,
equipped for the first time in

Highlights

— Free health check-up camps
planned across Magadi.

— Large camp scheduled at
Chakrabhavi VSSN Society.

— High-tech mobile buses offer
cancer and dental care.

— Specialist doctors examine
diverse health conditions.

— Free medicines, spectacles,
transport, and meals pro-
vided.

— Major surgeries and expenses
covered completely.

the state, will participate in
the camp. The buses will pro-

vide cancer detection and
dental treatment. Specialist
doctors will also examine pa-
tients for eye, heart, bone and
joint, skin, gynecological, pe-
diatric and ENT problems,
besides blood pressure and
diabetes.

Free medicines and specta-
cles will be provided to pa-
tients. Arrangements will
also be made for free trans-
portation and meals.

Patients requiring major
surgeries, including eye oper-
ations, will be taken to the
hospital in free vehicles on
scheduled dates. The surger-
ies will be performed free of

cost, and patients will be
dropped back home. Mahana-
du Kattemane will bear the
treatment expenses.

Similar camps have al-
ready been held at Mattikere,
Agalakote Handpost and
Kuduru. Camps will also be
organised in Sathanur, Thip-
pasandra, Ajjanahalli, Chik-
kahalli and other panchayat
areas.

Former DISHA Committee
member J.P. Chandregowda
urged farmers and rural resi-
dents to use the facility. Peo-
ple attending the camps were
asked to bring Aadhaar or
Yashasvini cards.
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COURTING CONTROVERSY:
A COSTLY HABIT FOR
KARNATAKA CONGRESS

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM

“For a government in power,
silence on a needless controversy
can sometimes be more productive
than winning an argument that

it never needed to enter.”

feature of political discourse within the ruling Congress in

Karnataka. While several ministers and senior leaders pre-
fer to concentrate on governance, a few appear willing to enter
contentious debates through statements that can quickly over-
shadow the government’s work.

The latest controversy involving KPCC president B.K. Har-
iprasad is a case in point. Amid the dispute over a proposed
screening of a documentary on Umar Khalid at the National
Law School of India University (NLSIU), Hariprasad described
Khalid as a “nationalist” while attacking the ABVP and the
RSS. Khalid has been in custody since 2020 in connection with
the Delhi riots case under the UAPA, but he has not been con-
victed. Hariprasad has subsequently defended his remark, argu-
ing that an accused person cannot be treated as guilty without
a court conviction.

The legal argument is one issue; political messaging is anoth-
er. In a politically polarised environment, a statement on a high-
ly contentious national-security issue can easily become the
headline, pushing the government’s development and adminis-
trative agenda into the background. The BJP and its affiliated
organisations have already used the remark to question the Con-

The recent controversies

KPCC president B.K. Hariprasad described Umar Khalid as a “nationalist”
while attacking the ABVP and the RSS. Khalid, in custody since 2020 in the
Delhi riots case under the UAPA, has not been convicted.

T. Narasipura procession

A dispute over the route of a Ganesh immersion procession escalated into
protests and demands for action against the police inspector concerned.
Police have been asked to remain on high alert.

l nviting controversy appears to have become a recurring

gress’s position on nationalism and minority politics.

This controversy has come at a particularly sensitive moment
in Karnataka, with tensions surrounding Ganesh processions
also generating political confrontation. The dispute in T. Nara-
sipura over the route of a Ganesh immersion procession has
escalated into protests and demands for action against the police
inspector concerned. The government has had to ask police to
remain on high alert amid the political confrontation.

Religious processions inevitably require a balance between
the right to celebrate, public safety and the maintenance of com-
munal peace. Police restrictions may sometimes be necessary
for law and order, but the manner in which such restrictions are
communicated can have consequences. When a local adminis-
trative or police statement is perceived as disrespectful to reli-
gious sentiments, a law-and-order issue can rapidly become a
political issue.

The T. Narasipura episode demonstrates how quickly such
disputes can acquire a life of their own. What began as a ques-
tion concerning a procession route has resulted in political pro-
tests, competing claims and continuing public debate.

For the Congress government, the larger challenge is there-
fore not merely to counter the BJP politically but to ensure that
its own leaders and functionaries do not unnecessarily create
additional fronts of confrontation.

Statements on sensitive subjects such as nationalism, religion
and communal relations demand particular restraint from those
holding senior positions. Political leaders are entitled to defend
their ideological positions, but they must also recognise that
every provocative formulation carries consequences beyond the
immediate political exchange.

The Congress government has a full plate of governance is-
sues—from urban infrastructure and employment to welfare
delivery, drought management and development. These are
matters on which its performance will ultimately be judged.

The lesson from the recent controversies is straightforward:
political leaders need not respond to every provocation, and not
every argument requires a headline. Governance requires com-
munication, but it also requires discretion.

For a government in power, silence on a needless controver-
sy can sometimes be more productive than winning an argument
that it never needed to enter.

FROM POWER TO PERIL: THE POLITICAL
REALITY AND BATTLE OF MAMATA BANERJEE

amata Banerjee’s
political journey
from a fearless fig-

ure of student politics to the
Chief Minister of West Ben-
gal and, now, a leader con-
fronting formidable political
and legal challenges has been
one of the most remarkable
stories in contemporary Indi-
an politics. The woman once
known as “Didi,” who chal-
lenged and eventually dis-
placed the Left Front’s 34-
year political dominance in
Bengal, is today facing one of
the most difficult phases of
her political career. The 2026
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tion marked a major turning
point. The Trinamool Con-
gress suffered a decisive elec-
toral setback, while the BJP
emerged as the governing
force in the state. Banerjee
herself lost Bhabanipur, a
constituency that had long
been identified with her polit-
ical base, to Suvendu
Adhikari. Election data show
Adhikari securing 73,917
votes against Banerjee’s
58,812. After 15 years in
power, the loss has fundamen-
tally altered the political land-
scape around her.

The second major challenge
is the internal crisis within the
Trinamool Congress. For de-
cades, Banerjee was the par-
ty’s undisputed central figure
and final decision-maker. But
the electoral defeat exposed
organizational tensions that
had been building beneath the
surface. The dispute eventual-
ly resulted in rival factions
laying claim to the party’s
identity and organizational
control, transforming an inter-
nal disagreement into an insti-
tutional crisis. The Election
Commission subsequently
froze the original party name,
All India Trinamool Con-
gress, and its traditional
“Flowers and Grass” symbol
as an interim measure.

The freezing of the party’s
name and symbol represents a
particularly significant chal-
lenge because political sym-

Itis astory of a leader

confronting the hardest
question in politics: when
the familiar symbols,
structures and certainties
disappeatr, can the political
movement itself be
rebuilt?”

Lalit Gargg

bols are not merely electoral
identifiers; for regional par-
ties, they often embody years
of organizational work, public
recognition and political iden-
tity. The Election Commission
has temporarily assigned Ba-
nerjee’s faction the name
“Mamata All India Trinamool
Congress” and the “Football
Player” symbol, while the ri-
val faction has been given the
name “Democratic Trina-
mool Congress” and the “En-
velope” symbol for the forth-
coming by-elections. Baner-
jee has challenged the Elec-
tion Commission’s decision
in the Supreme Court and
described the development as
a “black day” for democracy.
The third dimension of her
predicament is legal. Follow-
ing the change of govern-
ment, several complaints and
FIRs have been registered
against Banerjee over state-
ments made during the elec-
tion campaign and other po-
litical programmes. In June
2026, an FIR was registered
in Kolkata following allega-
tions that remarks made
during an election-related
programme could promote
enmity between communi-
ties. Another FIR was regis-
tered in Siliguri over allega-
tions concerning remarks
about religion and religious
sentiments. These remain al-
legations and legal proceed-
ings; an FIR itself does not
establish guilt.

There was also a legal con-
frontation surrounding a Tri-
namool Congress Chhatra
Parishad rally in Kolkata in

BHA
Assembly poll, 2026

August. Police registered an
FIR against Banerjee and or-
ganisers over alleged viola-
tion of a Calcutta High Court
order governing the pro-
gramme and the movement
of supporters. At the same
time, controversies surround-
ing the previous administra-
tion including allegations
relating to recruitment irreg-
ularities and other financial
or administrative decisions
continue to remain part of the
wider political debate. Such
allegations need to be distin-
guished from proven wrong-
doing and judged through the
appropriate legal processes.
Perhaps the most significant
political challenge, however,
is the erosion of the image
that once constituted Baner-
jee’s greatest political capi-
tal. She built her identity as a
leader who came from a
modest background, fought
powerful political establish-
ments and presented herself
as the voice of ordinary peo-
ple, particularly the under-
privileged and women. Her
political persona was built
around struggle, accessibility
and resistance.

Over the years, however,
controversies surrounding
governance, allegations of
corruption and disputes over
issues concerning women’s
safety and recruitment have
generated political criticism.
The teacher-recruitment con-
troversy, in particular, be-
came a major issue in Bengal
politics. The cumulative ef-
fect of these controversies,
combined with 15 years of

Suvendu Adhikari

Mamata Banerjee

incumbency, contributed to
an environment in which
questions about governance
and public trust became cen-
tral to the political contest.
Yet Mamata Banerjee’s polit-
ical character has never been
defined by an easy accep-
tance of defeat. Her early life
and political career were
shaped by struggle. From her
formative years in politics to
her long campaign against
the Left Front, she repeatedly
demonstrated a willingness
to remain on the streets and
fight prolonged political bat-
tles. Even now, she has re-
jected the idea of political
retirement and has indicated
that she intends to continue
the struggle.

Her response to the chang-
ing political circumstances is
also reflected in her evolving
electoral strategy. Ahead of
the forthcoming by-elections,
Banerjee’s faction withdrew
its candidate in Nandigram
and extended support to the
Congress candidate, indicat-
ing a willingness to work
with another opposition party
in the changed political cir-
cumstances. This represents
a notable shift from the polit-
ical positioning that charac-
terized much of her earlier
relationship with the Con-
gress. Mamata Banerjee’s
place in Indian political his-
tory has been shaped by her
ability to build a powerful
regional movement almost
from scratch. She broke
away from the Congress in
1998, established the Trina-
mool Congress and eventual-

THE FLAME OF THE LAMP AND OUR

ether you light a
lamp or not is a per-
sonal decision. To

adhere to a religious tradition,
to distance yourself from it, or
to practice it in your own way
in a democratic society, this is
a matter of individual free-
dom. But when personal pref-
erence or the expression of
political disagreement esca-
lates to the public mockery of
a religious symbol or cultural
tradition, the question is no
longer just about a lamp. The
question is how much we re-
spect the beliefs and cultural
sensibilities of others while
expressing our disagreement.

The lamp holds a profound
significance in Indian culture.
The entire spirit of Diwali is
associated with light, hope,
and the triumph of light over
darkness. The tradition of
lighting lamps in homes,
temples, and on various aus-
picious occasions has been
passed down through gener-
ations. The tradition of light-
ing lamps in the evening is
also evident in many Indian
families to this day. There-
fore, for some, the lamp is
not just an object made of
oil, wick, and clay; it also
symbolizes faith, auspicious-
ness, knowledge, and posi-
tive energy.

This sentiment is expressed
in the famous Sanskrit
prayer, “Deepo Jyotih Param
Brahma, Deepo Jyotirjanar-
danah. Deepo Haratu Me Pa-
pam, Sandhyadeep Namos-

Action Needed on Fast Fashion

tute.” Meaning, the light of
the lamp is saluted as the ul-
timate light and it is prayed
to dispel ignorance and neg-
ativity. This is why lighting a
lamp in a Sanatani family is
not just a simple household
activity, but a ritual deeply
rooted in religious and cul-
tural beliefs.

Therefore, lighting a lamp
should not be forced upon
anyone, but it should also not
be considered appropriate to
mock the faith of the person
lighting the lamp. Personal
liberty means not only the
freedom to choose oneself,
but also the responsibility to
respect the choices and be-
liefs of others. It is also im-
portant to note that when a
religious symbol is associat-
ed with a political event, it is
natural to question that event.
One might ask what role a
political event should play in
public institutions, whether
participation in it is volun-
tary, and to what extent the
use of government resources
is appropriate.

This is where it becomes
important to distinguish be-
tween criticism of a political
event and insulting a cultural

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Invest in Youth Mental Health

CULTURAL SENSIBILITY

symbol. If there is an objec-
tion to lighting lamps at an
event, the question should be
about the political nature of
the event, its administrative
role, expenditure, or mode of
participation. Targeting the
lamps themselves, the puja,
or the Sanatan tradition takes
the debate in a different di-
rection. Similarly, if someone
opposes a political event, it
would not be appropriate to
label them anti-Indian culture
or anti-religion solely on this
basis.

Today, social media has
given everyone a platform to
express their views. This has
also brought a problem: the
line between satire and criti-
cism can often become
blurred. While certain words
or images may seem like
simple political satire to
some, the same content may
be perceived as an insult to
someone else’s beliefs.
Therefore, social sensitivity
is essential alongside social
media freedom.

The tradition of blowing
out candles on birthdays also
comes to mind in this con-
text. Today, cutting a cake
and blowing out candles is
widely practiced on birth-
days. On the other hand,
those who consider the lamp
a symbol of auspiciousness
and light in the Indian reli-
gious tradition view it differ-
ently. The cultural contexts
of both traditions differ.
Therefore, adopting one or

avoiding the other should not
be taken as an indication of a
person’s patriotism or devo-
tion to their culture.

Still, a question worth pon-
dering is: are we as sensitive
to the symbols associated
with our own culture as we
expect to be sensitive to oth-
er cultural symbols? If some-
one chooses not to light a
lamp on Diwali, they are free
to do so. But if someone else
lights a lamp with complete
devotion, why should their
faith be ridiculed? Similarly,
if someone participates in a
political event by lighting a
lamp, they should be criti-
cized for the political aspect
of the event, not their reli-
gious beliefs.

Political debates often cite
birthday celebrations of for-
mer Prime Ministers or other
leaders, and alleged govern-
ment expenditures. To sub-
stantiate such allegations, the
relevant year, expenditure,
and official documents are
essential. Accusing an indi-
vidual or former government
of misusing public funds
without proof is unfair. To-
day’s political debate re-
quires facts, not mere old al-
legations, to strengthen it.

The real question isn’t
about a few rupees worth of
oil and wick. The real ques-
tion is what our priorities
should be in public life and
what our language should be.
Should political differences
become so sharp that even

ly succeeded in ending more
than three decades of Left
Front rule in West Bengal.
For 15 years, she remained
the dominant political force
in the state. The same politi-
cal journey that once symbol-
ized an extraordinary rise is
now confronting an equally
extraordinary test.

The present crisis, there-
fore, is larger than an elector-
al defeat. It encompasses loss
of power, organizational
fragmentation, the battle over
the party’s name and symbol,
legal proceedings, questions
about political credibility and
the challenge of rebuilding a
political base. The Election
Commission’s interim deci-
sion has added a new dimen-
sion to the struggle, while the
Supreme Court proceedings
may determine an important
part of the immediate institu-
tional battle. The defining
question for Banerjee now is
not simply whether she can
return to power. It is whether
she can rebuild the political
organization and public con-
fidence that sustained her for
so many years. Her greatest
strength has historically been
her capacity to convert ad-
versity into political mobili-
zation. But the present chal-
lenge is different: the strug-
gle is no longer merely
against an external political
opponent. It is also about
holding together a fractured
organization and preserving
a political legacy that she
herself built over decades.

Mamata Banerjee has sur-
vived many political storms.
Her present circumstances
constitute perhaps the most
demanding test of her politi-
cal career. Whether she can
once again transform adver-
sity into an opportunity for
political renewal will depend
on how she responds to the
organizational rupture, legal
battles, changing alliances
and questions of public trust.
Her political story, therefore,
is not simply a story of power
gained and power lost.

P
¢ Before mocking

faith and hurting
the sensibilities
of others while
protesting, consider
this: Disagreement
is the strength
of democracy,
but respectisits
dignity.”
Dr. Satyavan
Saurabh

cultural symbols become tar-
gets? Is it right to equate reli-
gious belief with political
support? Is a person who
lights a lamp necessarily a
supporter of a political ideol-
ogy? And is a person who
doesn’t light a lamp automat-
ically anti-cultural? The an-
swer to these questions is that
a person’s faith and political
preferences must be under-
stood separately.

For some, the lamp rep-
resents worship, for others
tradition, for others culture,
and for others simply light.
Interpretations may vary, but
it’s possible to disagree with-
out offending. The strength of
our culture lies not just in the
fact that we light lamps; its
strength also lies in the fact
that we foster dialogue be-
tween diverse opinions. Just
as the flame of a lamp dispels
darkness in the same way,
wisdom, restraint, and facts
can dispel the darkness of
public debate.

So, whether you light a
lamp or not is your decision.
Supporting or opposing a po-
litical event is also your right.

The rise of low-cost, disposable clothing is driving
an environmental crisis we can no longer ignore.
Massive amounts of synthetic textile waste end up
in landfills daily, polluting local ecosystems and
microplastics into our waterways. Meanwhile,
overseas garment factory workers continue to en-
dure dangerous conditions and unfair wages. As
conscious consumers, we must shift toward sus-
tainable choices and demand transparency from
major brands. However, individual effort alone is
insufficient. Governments must implement strict
regulations on textile production, mandate recy-
cling programs, and incentivize eco-friendly man-
ufacturing to protect both our planet and human
dignity before this crisis worsens. —Anna B.

Reclaim Our Digital Privacy

In our hyper-connected world, personal privacy is
rapidly becoming a relic of the past. Corporations
continuously harvest personal data, tracking online
activities, location history, and behavioral patterns
to monetize sensitive information. This surveillance
culture undermines individual autonomy and expos-
es citizens to severe cybersecurity risks. While tech-
nology brings convenience, it should never cost us
our fundamental right to privacy. We urgently need
comprehensive data protection laws that hold tech
conglomerates accountable. Stronger digital securi-
ty regulations and transparent algorithmic policies
are critical to restoring consumer control, protecting
vulnerable users, and maintaining public trust in the
modern digital age. — Diva Hustla

Youth mental health challenges have escalated into
a public health emergency requiring immediate
intervention. Young people face rising rates of anx-
iety and depression driven by social media pres-
sures, academic demands, and broader economic
instability. Despite growing awareness, accessible
support systems remain severely underfunded and
out of reach for many families. Schools need ded-
icated funding for licensed counselors, mental
health literacy programs, and early intervention
services. Furthermore, community centers should
offer safe, supportive spaces for youth engagement.
Prioritizing youth mental well-being today is es-
sential for building a healthier, more resilient soci-
ety for future generations. — Ajith Kumar

Potholes Demand Urgent Repairs

Our city’s deteriorating road infrastructure has
reached an unacceptable level, creating severe
safety risks for commuters daily. Deep potholes
and uneven pavement not only damage vehicles,
resulting in costly repairs, but also cause frequent
traffic delays and serious accidents, particularly for
cyclists and motorcyclists. Patchwork fixes after
heavy rains are no longer sufficient; they quickly
erode and waste public funds. City authorities
must prioritize comprehensive, high-quality road
resurfacing projects with proper drainage systems.
Safe and functional roads are basic public neces-
sities. Investing in durable infrastructure will pro-
tect public safety and ensure efficient transporta-
tion across our entire community. —Daja

Protect Our Food Security

Rising food costs and supply disruptions are plac-
ing immense pressure on low-income families in
our community. Food insecurity impairs child de-
velopment, worsens chronic health conditions, and
deepens social inequality. While emergency food
banks provide vital relief, they cannot solve the
underlying systemic causes. We need long-term
policy solutions, including support for local agri-
cultural networks, subsidies for nutritious whole
foods, and sustainable urban farming initiatives.
Guaranteeing reliable access to affordable, healthy
food is a fundamental social responsibility.
Strengthening local food systems will build com-
munity resilience and ensure no resident goes hun-
gry during economic hardships.  — Ummi Jaan
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THE GUARDIANS
OF OUR FRAGILE

very morning, before
Ethe human world fully

awakens, the air fills
with a subtle, intricate sym-
phony. Birds herald the break
of day, filling urban streets,
dense forests, and coastal
shorelines with song. Because
they are so ubiquitous, it is
easy to take these avian crea-
tures for granted — to view
them simply as pleasant back-
ground elements of our natu-
ral environment. Yet, birds are
far more than ornamental in-
habitants of the sky; they are
critical indicators of plane-
tary health, vital contributors
to global biodiversity, and
indispensable ecological al-
lies.

For tens of millions of
years, birds have occupied
complex ecological niches
across every continent, from
the frozen landscapes of Ant-
arctica to the lush canopies of
tropical rainforests. Through
their daily activities, they
perform functions that sustain
terrestrial ecosystems. Birds
act as nature’s seed dispers-
ers, carrying botanical spe-
cies across miles of fragment-
ed habitats and allowing for-
ests to regenerate naturally.
Nectar-feeding species polli-
nate thousands of plant vari-
eties, while predatory birds
control rodent populations
and keep agricultural pests in

check without the need for
toxic chemical interventions.
Scavengers like vultures clear
carcasses, actively preventing
the spread of deadly patho-
gens throughout ecosystems
and human settlements.
Beyond their practical eco-
logical contributions, birds
serve as living barometers of
environmental change. Be-
cause of their high mobility,
sensitivity to temperature,
and reliance on specific hab-
itats, avian populations react
rapidly to ecological disrup-
tions. When a habitat be-
comes polluted, when climate
patterns shift unpredictably,
or when local insect popula-
tions crash, bird species are
often the first to show visible
signs of decline. In this sense,
watching bird populations of-
fers science an early warning
system for the overall health
of our shared biosphere.
Tragically, birds today face
an unprecedented conver-
gence of human-driven
threats. Rapid urbanization,
agricultural expansion, and
widespread deforestation
continue to destroy critical
nesting grounds and migra-
tory stopover sites. Industrial
pollution, pesticide overreli-
ance, invasive species, and
climate-induced weather ex-
tremes have accelerated pop-
ulation drops across hundreds

MODERN ECOSYSTEMS

of avian species worldwide.
Millions of migratory birds
perish annually along historic
flight paths, disoriented by
artificial city lights or striking
glass structures that cut
through their traditional
routes.

Protecting avian life is not
merely a sentimental endeav-
or for birdwatchers and natu-
ralists; it is a fundamental
requirement for ecological
stability. Safeguarding birds
demands intentional, system-
ic action: preserving wetland
sanctuaries, restoring native
forests, establishing light-pol-
lution regulations, and curb-
ing chemical runoff in agri-
culture. Urban areas can con-
tribute by integrating
bird-friendly glass and plant-
ing native flora in public
parks and residential gardens.

As we confront widespread
environmental challenges, lis-
tening to the natural world
has never been more urgent.
Birds connect continents
through their extraordinary
journeys and stitch together
the delicate webs of life that
sustain us all. By committing
to protect these magnificent
skyward guardians, we safe-
guard the ecological founda-
tion that supports all life on
Earth.

— YASH RA)J

THE PERSISTENT
SHADOW OF THE
MODERN CIGARETTE

or decades, public health
Fcampaigns, aggressive

taxation, and strict regu-
latory frameworks have
waged a relentless war
against tobacco. Smoking
rates in many parts of the
world have dropped dramati-
cally from their mid-twenti-
eth-century peaks, leading
many to believe that the battle
against cigarettes is largely
won. Yet, despite widespread
knowledge of its lethal conse-
quences, the cigarette remains
one of the most resilient, de-
structive, and profitable con-
sumer products in human his-
tory.

The modern cigarette is not
merely a roll of dried tobacco
leaf; it is an engineered deliv-
ery device designed to maxi-
mize nicotine addiction.
Chemical additives, special-
ized filters, and optimized
combustion temperatures en-
sure that nicotine reaches the
brain within seconds, creating
a powerful physiological grip
that defies rational choice.
Millions of smokers genuine-
ly wish to quit, but they find
themselves trapped by a
product specifically tailored
to make stopping as difficult
as humanly possible.

The human toll of this en-
gineered habit continues to
be staggering. Cigarette
smoking remains the leading
cause of preventable death
globally, claiming millions of
lives each year through heart
disease, stroke, chronic respi-
ratory conditions, and vari-
ous forms of cancer. Beyond
the individual suffering, the
societal costs are immense.
Healthcare systems bear an
extraordinary financial bur-

Lives claimed every year by
heart disease, stroke, respiratory
illness and cancer

productivity

Billions

polluting oceans and landscapes

Trillions

den treating smoking-related
illnesses, while economies
lose billions in lost produc-
tivity. Furthermore, the envi-
ronmental impact — from de-
forestation driven by tobacco
farming to the trillions of
non-biodegradable cigarette
butts polluting oceans and
landscapes — adds another
layer to this ongoing crisis.

In recent years, the land-
scape has grown even more
complex with the rise of al-
ternative nicotine products,
such as electronic cigarettes
and heated tobacco devices.
While often marketed as saf-
er alternatives or cessation
tools, they have created a new
paradigm of nicotine depen-
dence, particularly among
younger generations. The to-
bacco industry continues to
adapt, employing sophisticat-
ed marketing strategies to
protect its bottom line and
ensure that new generations
remain tethered to chemical
addiction.

Eradicating the shadow of
the cigarette requires more
than passive awareness; it de-
mands sustained, courageous-
ly bold policy decisions. Gov-
ernments must continue to
raise tobacco taxes, imple-
ment plain packaging laws,
restrict marketing, and sup-
port robust cessation pro-
grams. At the same time, so-
ciety must view smoking not
as a personal moral failure,
but as a public health chal-
lenge perpetuated by a preda-
tory industry. Only through
unwavering commitment and
systemic action can we finally
extinguish the far-reaching
harm of the cigarette.

— SHARON FAUSTINA J.

THE ETERNAL
LURE OF EARTH’S
ULTIMATE SAFE HAVEN

or thousands of years,
Fcivilizations have risen
and fallen, currencies
have inflated and collapsed
into obscurity, yet gold has
stood remarkably immune to
the passage of time. From an-
cient royal treasuries to high-
tech digital vaults, this gleam-
ing metal has consistently re-
tained its position as humani-
ty’s ultimate store of value. In
an era dominated by volatile
financial markets, shifting
geopolitical balances, and in-
tangible digital assets, gold
continues to exercise an ex-
traordinary hold on the global
economy and human imagina-
tion.
What endures as gold’s pri-
mary strength is its funda-
mental tangibility and inde-

currencies, which central
banks can print in unrestrict-
ed quantities, gold cannot be
created by decree or diluted
by monetary policy. Its phys-
ical scarcity is dictated by
nature itself, rendering it a
finite resource that carries no
counterparty risk. When eco-
nomic turmoil strikes, infla-
tion erodes purchasing power,
or political instability threat-
ens national currencies, in-
vestors and ordinary citizens
alike instinctively flee toward
the permanent safety of the
precious metal.

Beyond its historical role as
a hedge against inflation and
financial instability, gold
plays a critical, systemic
function in global economics.
Sovereign nations maintain
massive central bank gold re-
serves to bolster national
creditworthiness and provide
stability during systemic cri-
ses. In recent years, central
banks across the globe have

actively increased their gold
holdings, seeking to diversify
away from reliance on foreign
paper reserves and safeguard
national wealth against trade
frictions and currency fluctu-
ations. This persistent institu-
tional demand underscores a
fundamental truth: even in a
modernized monetary system,
gold remains the ultimate col-
lateral.

At the same time, gold oc-
cupies a unique dual role that
sets it apart from other com-
modities. It is simultaneously
a monetary asset and a tangi-
ble industrial material. Be-
yond its widespread cultural
and artistic presence in global
jewelry traditions, gold’s ex-
ceptional conductivity, dura-
bility, and resistance to corro-
sion make it indispensable in
cutting-edge industries. Mod-
ern microelectronics, ad-
vanced aerospace technology,
clean energy systems, and
specialized medical applica-
tions all depend heavily on its
physical properties, ensuring
a steady, multi-layered foun-
dation of global demand.

However, gold is not entire-
ly without debate. Skeptics
point out that physical gold
produces no yield or dividend
income, requiring market
price appreciation alone to
deliver returns while incur-
ring storage and security
costs. Yet, comparing gold
purely to yield-bearing finan-
cial assets misses its core
function. Gold is not meant to
act as a speculative engine for
rapid wealth creation; it is de-
signed to serve as an anchor
of financial security — an in-
surance policy against eco-
nomic uncertainty.

As global economies navi-
gate unprecedented levels of
public debt, technological dis-
ruption, and shifting geopolit-
ical power, the relevance of
gold remains as vital as ever.
In a world defined by rapid,
often destabilizing change,
gold provides a rare constant.
It remains a timeless symbol
of stability, a reliable sanctu-
ary in times of crisis, and a
powerful testament to human-
ity’s enduring pursuit of last-
ing value.

— CHIRU

THE QUIET
ARCHITECTS OF
EARTH’S SURVIVAL

very breath we take is a
E silent, unacknowledged

gift from the green
world around us. In our fast-
paced, concrete-dominated
modern existence, it is easy to
view plants as mere scenery —
a backdrop to human ambi-
tion, a decorative element in
our offices, or a pleasant view
along a highway. Yet, far from
being passive ornamentation,
plants are the absolute foun-
dation of terrestrial life and
the quiet architects of plane-
tary balance.

For millions of years, plants
have engineered Earth’s bio-
sphere through the quiet mir-
acle of photosynthesis. By
converting sunlight, carbon
dioxide, and water into oxy-
gen and essential nutrients,
they created the atmospheric
conditions that allowed com-
plex life — including humani-
ty — to evolve. Today, tropical
rainforests, ancient wood-
lands, and marine phytoplank-
ton act as the primary lungs of
our planet, absorbing billions
of tons of carbon emissions
annually while continually re-
plenishing the air we breathe.
Without this baseline biologi-
cal function, Earth would be a
barren, toxic stone.

Beyond atmospheric regu-
lation, plants dictate global
food security and economic
health. Every calorie con-
sumed by land animals origi-
nates, directly or indirectly,
from plant life. Modern agri-
culture feeds over eight bil-
lion people, while botanical
species provide the raw mate-
rial for medicine, shelter, tex-
tiles, and energy. Historically,
Aspirin was derived from wil-
low bark, and even today, a
vast percentage of modern
pharmaceuticals owe their ex-
istence to active botanical

able role, human expansion
threatens plant diversity at an
unprecedented rate. Defor-
estation, urban sprawl, indus-
trial agriculture, and rising
global temperatures have
fragmented habitats world-
wide. Millions of plant spe-
cies now face the threat of
extinction before science can
fully document or understand
them. When we lose a single
plant species, we do not sim-
ply lose a flower or tree; we
collapse micro-ecosystems,
displace pollinators, and lose

potential breakthroughs in
medicine and agriculture.

Realigning our relationship
with the botanical world is
not an act of sentimental con-
servation — it is a matter of
self-preservation. Urban plan-
ning must shift toward inte-
grating green infrastructure,
while global policy must pri-
oritize reforestation and wild
ecosystem protection. Protect-
ing plant life ensures the sta-
bility of our climate, our soil,
and our food systems. As we
face the mounting realities of
ecological change, honoring
and safeguarding Earth’s
green architects is the single
most vital step toward secur-
ing our shared future.

MINIATURE CANVASES
SHAPING MODERN
CULTURE AND IDENTITY

nce relegated to the
argins of beauty cul-
ture as a mere groom-

ing routine, nail art has
evolved into one of the most
vibrant forms of contempo-
rary artistic expression.
Where a simple coat of trans-
lucent pink or classic crimson
once sufficed, today’s mani-
cures feature intricate 3D
chrome swirls, velvet tex-
tures, delicate hand-painted
line work, and bedazzled mo-
tifs. This transformation re-
flects a significant cultural
shift: the modern manicure is
no longer just a finishing
touch to an outfit, but a pri-
mary medium through which
individuals communicate
identity, mood, and creative
autonomy.

The rise of nail art high-
lights a fascinating intersec-
tion between fashion, tech-
nology, and personal agency.
Ten tiny keratin plates have
become micro-canvases capa-
ble of housing miniature mas-
terpieces. Advances in gel
chemistry, magnetic pig-
ments, and precision tools
allow manicurists — now
rightfully recognized as spe-
cialized artists — to build mul-
tidimensional designs that ri-
val high-fashion garments in
detail. From subtle, milky
French tips that signal pol-
ished minimalism to bold,
mismatched sets that subvert

traditional aesthetic rules, nail
art offers an accessible entry
point into creative experimen-
tation. Unlike expensive
wardrobe overhauls, custom
nails allow anyone to carry
personalized, wearable art ev-
erywhere they go.

Beyond aesthetics, the phe-
nomenon speaks to a deeper
psychological desire for
self-expression in an increas-
ingly standardized world. In
every hand gesture — typing
on a keyboard, holding a cof-
fee cup, or gesturing during a
conversation — nail art serves
as a silent narrative. It pro-
vides a sense of bodily own-
ership and personal joy, often
described by enthusiasts as an
essential form of tactile self-
care. Furthermore, the salon
chair has reclaimed its place
as a communal hub where ar-
tistic collaboration flourishes
between client and technician,
fostering connection through
craftsmanship.

Ultimately, the booming
popularity of nail art proves
that art need not be confined
to museum walls or runway
shows to carry meaning. By
turning fingertips into canvas-
es, society has democratized
haute couture, transforming
everyday gestures into cele-
brations of individuality, in-
novation, and design.

— SUBU

THE HIDDEN PRICE OF

MO
s

"

very morning millions
Eof people stand before
their wardrobes decid-
ing what to wear, participat-
ing in a daily ritual that con-
nects individuals to a global
industry worth trillions of
dollars. Clothing brands do
not merely sell garments; they
shape culture, project person-
al identity, and dictate global
consumption patterns. Yet be-
neath the sleek advertising
campaigns and vibrant run-
way shows lies an industry
grappling with profound envi-
ronmental and ethical crises.
In recent decades, the rise
of “fast fashion” has funda-
mentally redefined our rela-
tionship with attire. Driven by
ultra-efficient supply chains
and aggressive digital market-
ing, popular clothing brands
have conditioned consumers
to treat garments as dispos-
able commodities rather than
durable goods. Micro-trends
cycle through social media
algorithms at unprecedented
speed, encouraging continu-
ous purchasing cycles. Cloth-
ing that once took months to
design, manufacture, and dis-

-

in a matter of days, encourag-
ing a throwaway culture
where items are worn only a
handful of times before being
discarded.

This relentless pace of pro-
duction carries a devastating
environmental footprint. The
apparel industry accounts for
roughly ten percent of global
carbon emissions — more than
all international flights and
maritime shipping combined.
Massive quantities of synthet-
ic fibers, particularly polyes-
ter, derived from fossil fuels,
release microplastics into ma-
rine ecosystems with every
wash. Furthermore, the im-
mense water usage required
for cotton cultivation and the
toxic runoff from chemical
textile dyes continue to pol-
lute freshwater sources in
manufacturing hubs around
the world.

Beyond the environmental
strain, the human cost of
cheap, rapid garment produc-
tion remains severe. To keep
prices artificially low, many
major brands continue to rely
on factories in developing na-
tions where labor protections

ERN FAST FASHION

0%

Roughly this share of
global carbon emissions
comes from the apparel
industry — more than
allinternational flights
and maritime shipping
combined

conditions remain hazardous.
Despite frequent public com-
mitments to corporate social
responsibility, the pressure
for lower production costs
often leads brands to priori-
tize profit margins over work-
er safety and fair pay.
However, a cultural shift is
beginning to take root. A
growing movement of con-
scious consumers is demand-
ing transparency, fair labor
practices, and sustainable ma-
terials from their favorite la-
bels. Emerging independent
brands are building business
models around circular fash-
ion, repair programs, and eth-
ical sourcing, proving that
style does not have to come at
the expense of human dignity
or ecological stability.
Reclaiming the integrity of
what we wear requires ac-
countability on both sides of
the mirror. Clothing brands
must abandon the race to the
bottom and embrace genuine
sustainability over green-
washing. At the same time,
consumers must reconsider
the true cost of convenience
and choose quality over quan-
tity. By supporting ethical la-
bels and treating clothing as a
long-term investment, we can
reshape fashion from an en-
gine of exploitation into a
force for sustainable art and
authentic self-expression.

compounds. — ANNA B. tribute now arrives on store  are weak, wages fail to meet
Yet, despite their indispens- shelves or online storefronts  living standards, and working — VARSHA
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Woman, family assaulted
over ‘black magic’
allegations in Telangana

HYDERABAD

A 65-year-old woman
and her family were alleg-
edly assaulted by neigh-
bours in Nomula village,
Ranga Reddy district, af-
ter being accused of prac-
tising black magic. Police
said the incident occurred
on September 23, but
came to light after videos
of the assault went viral.
The woman, P Ven-
katamma, was allegedly
tied to a neem tree near a
worship place. Police reg-
istered a case against 14
villagers under relevant
provisions of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita.

Hookah bars cannot
serve customers in
smoking zones
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
has ruled that restau-
rants, cafes and other
public places cannot

serve hookah to custom-

ers, even in designated
smoking areas. The Luc-
know bench of Justices
Shekhar B Saraf and A K

Chaudhary dismissed pe-

titions seeking permission

to operate hookah bars.

The court said preparing a

hookah, filling it with to-
bacco, placing coal or re-
placing it amounts to pro-
viding a service prohibited
under COTPA and the
2008 smoking rules.

Gujarat Congress
protests against CEC,
alleges voter-roll
manipulation

AHMEDABAD

Guijarat Congress leaders
and workers staged a pro-
test in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday, demanding the
resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar over allega-
tions of electoral manipu-
lation and deletion of
names from voter rolls.
Gujarat Congress presi-
dent Amit Chavda alleged
that citizens’ voting rights
were being undermined
and accused the govern-
ment of influencing the
Election Commission.
Congress workers and
members of the public
also held protests at vari-
ous locations across Gu-
jarat, with several partici-
pants wearing black
clothes to mark their op-
position.

Kanimozhi invokes
Dhanush to target
Vijay over poll
promise
NEW DELHI

DMK MP Kanimozhi on
Tuesday invoked actor
Dhanush’s 2014 film Ve-
laiilla Pattadhari while
criticising Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) and its
leader Vijay over an al-
leged delay in fulfilling an
election promise to un-
employed graduates.
Addressing a gathering in
Dharapuram ahead of the
October 6 bypoll, Kani-
mozhi alleged that the
four-month-old TVK gov-
ernment had failed to de-
liver on several promises
made during the election
campaign. She specifical-
ly referred to the party’s
promise of providing
Rs 4,000 to unemployed
graduates. In an apparent
reference to Dhanush’s
film, which portrays the
struggles of an unem-
ployed engineering gradu-
ate, Kanimozhi remarked
that Dhanush had now
“come to politics”, trigger-
ing speculation and buzz
around the actor. Dha-
nush, however, has not
announced any political
plans.

Centre picks 50 cities for cleanliness drive

The Centre has launched PRAGATI-50, selecting 50 cities across 24 states to showcase
improved cleanliness, sanitation and waste management standards.

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has identified
50 cities across 24 states un-
der the PRAGATI-50 initia-
tive to demonstrate higher
standards of urban cleanli-
ness. Launched by Union
Minister Manohar Lal, the
programme will operate with-
in the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion-Urban 2.0 framework,
nationwide, using targeted
action, key performance indi-
cators and technology-en-
abled monitoring and sus-
tained oversight.

The initiative aims to deliv-
er visible improvements in
urban cleanliness, solid waste
management, used water
management, sanitation and
citizen participation. The se-
lected cities include major

»

50

cities selected

24

states covered
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Reduce Reuse and Recycle Centre in
a Union Ministry office

Venugopal attacks Modi over
Election Commission row

NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
KC Venugopal on Tuesday
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should intervene in the
controversy over differences
within the Election Commis-
sion of India and alleged ma-
nipulation of voter lists.
Speaking after the Congress
Working Committee meeting,
Venugopal said two Election
Commissioners had written to
the Cabinet Secretary about
the poll panel’s functioning
and decisions.

Venugopal said the matter
was within the Prime Minis-
ter’s knowledge and argued

WHAT NEXT _Jam

) Nationwide demonstrations by
Congress

)» Wednesday: opposition parties
meet to decide a joint strategy

1 Nation:
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that Modi had a responsibility
to intervene. He praised
Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi for
raising concerns through the
“Vote Chori” campaign.
Venugopal alleged that the
Chief Election Commissioner
was compromised and that
EVMs and voter lists had
been rigged, claims that re-
main allegations by Con-
gress.

The Congress leader said
the CWC discussed the func-
tioning of the Chief Election
Commissioner and what the

Maharashtra FDA seizes |
50 tonnes food stock

MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Food and
Drug Administration seized
more than 50 tonnes of food
products worth nearly Rs 1.20
crore during a statewide
crackdown conducted from
September 23 to 27 ahead of
the festive season.

The seized products includ-
ed sweets, milk and milk
products, edible oil, rice, dry
fruits, namkeen, farsan, tea,
spices, sauces, noodles, wa-
fers and other food items.

In Mumbai, inspections
found serious hygiene viola-
tions at several establish-
ments, including pest infesta-
tion, improper storage and
inadequate separation of raw
and ready-to-eat food. One
establishment had cats, rat
droppings, flies and cock-
roaches in preparation areas,
while another had live cock-
roaches, lizards, flies and lar-
vae.

The FDA seized 7,340 kg
of edible oil worth Rs 11.81
lakh in Jogeshwari. Konkan
accounted for 23,806.90 kg

- Ch.Sambhajinagar 3

worth Rs 39.99 lakh, while
Pune reported 6,366.88 kg
worth Rs 28.54 lakh.

Separately, the FDA in-
spected 26 establishments
over banned food products,
seized stock worth Rs 30.63
lakh, registered 22 FIRs and
arrested 30 people. Commis-
sioner Tukaram Mundhe said
strict enforcement would con-
tinue against unsafe food
practices.

ED 2645 CRORE CASE

party described as fraud in
the election system. He said
68 members participated in
the meeting, which lasted
two-and-a-half hours.

He said the government
was not listening to people’s
demands and that democratic
parties would resist through

“The CWC’s opinionis

that PM Modi has no
moral right to continue
as the Prime Minister.”

KC Venugopal Congress
general secretary

peaceful movements.

The Election Commission
has separately said differing
views are a normal part of in-
stitutional deliberation and
that final decisions on mat-
ters, including the Special In-
tensive Revision, were unan-
imous.

These 50 cities across 24 states will emerge as

clean role-model cities for the rest of the country,
by going beyond their routine sanitation work to
demonstrate sustained, high-performance parame-
ters of visible cleanliness.”

Manohar Lal
Union Minister

urban centres, culturally im-
portant cities, tourism destina-
tions and economic centres.
He said he would personal-
ly chair review meetings ev-
ery other month to track
progress. Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs
Tokhan Sahu said the initia-
tive would help cities move
towards the goal of Garbage
Free Cities and urged States
and Urban Local Bodies to
prepare micro-level action

plans.

MoHUA Secretary Saten-
dra Singh said the programme
would focus on better citizen
experience and holistic ser-
vice delivery through a “City
as a Whole” approach involv-
ing all stakeholders.

As part of Swachhata Hi
Seva 2026, Manohar Lal also
inaugurated a Reduce Reuse
and Recycle Centre at
Sankalp Bhawan in New
Delhi.

Odisha CM urges collective

action

N

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi stressed collec-
tive responsibility for child
nutrition while participating
in the state-level celebrations
of “Angan Ka Utsav” and the
ninth Rashtriya POSHAN
Maah-2026 in Bhubaneswar
on Monday.

Majhi distributed school

for Bihar-UP MLC polls

Naval Kishore Yadav Patna Teachers - N.K. Yadav Kosi Graduates -
Sarvesh Kumar Darbhanga Graduates -
Narendra Prasad Singh Tirhut Teachers

Kedar Nath Singh Varanasi Graduates - Dinesh Goel Meerut Graduates -
Ashok Kumar Rathore Allahabad-Jhansi Graduates -
Pramod Mishra Varanasi Teachers - Hari Kishore Tiwari Agra Teachers -
Dhruv Tripathi Gorakhpur-Faizabad Teachers

NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party on
Tuesday announced 10 candi-
dates for the 2026 Legislative
Council graduate and teacher
constituency elections in Bi-
har and Uttar Pradesh. The
announcement covers four
seats in Bihar and six in Uttar
Pradesh, with the nomination
process beginning in Luc-
know amid tightened security
around the venue and nearby
areas.

The candidate list was is-
sued by BJP Rajya Sabha MP
and National Headquarters In-
charge Tarun Chugh. The
nomination process began at
the Lucknow Divisional

Ul dse wiltiu §

Commissioner’s office on
Tuesday, where candidates
submitted their papers for the
elections.

Security arrangements were
strengthened around the nom-
ination venue. DCP (West)
Jitendra Kumar Srivastava
said personnel were deployed
at the main gate, returning of-
ficer’s chamber, perimeter ar-
eas and for traffic manage-
ment.

ED searches 14 premises in ¥645-crore fund case

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday searched 14
premises across Chandigarh,
Mohali and Panchkula as part
of its money laundering in-
vestigation into the alleged
embezzlement of Rs 645
crore in public funds belong-
ing to the Haryana govern-
ment, Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation and other gov-
ernment accounts.

The investigation follows
an FIR registered by Haryana
Police in February 2026 over
discrepancies in balances of
Development and Panchayat
Department accounts main-
tained with IDFC First Bank
and AU Small Finance Bank.

The premises searched in-
cluded Malik Jewellers, KLG
Jewels and associated enti-

14

premises searched

3

cities: Chandigarh, Mohali, Panchkula

14

accused in ED prosecution complaint

Rs645cr

alleged public funds involved

Rs211cr

assets attached, seized or frozen by

Haryana-cadre IAS officers in CBI
chargesheet

ties, MB Gold Traders, Sham
Jewellers and Sunder Jewel-
lers. Gourav Kansal, who al-
legedly acted as a middleman
in routing and layering pro-
ceeds of crime, was also cov-
ered.

According to officials, the
allegedly embezzled funds
were routed through bank ac-
counts of various jewellers
and presented as business
transactions.

The CBI has filed a third
chargesheet before the Spe-
cial Court in Panchkula, nam-
ing six Haryana-cadre TAS
officers and other government
servants in the bank fraud
case. Earlier, the ED arrested
four accused persons and at-
tached, seized or froze mov-
able and immovable assets
worth approximately Rs 211
crore.
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bags containing essential
learning kits to pre-school
children. He also felicitated
Anganwadi Workers, Angan-
wadi Helpers and ASHA
workers for their contribution
to maternal and child health
and welfare services.
Addressing the gathering,
Majhi said healthy mothers
and children form the founda-
tion of a strong society and

child nutrition

Odisha CM Mohan
Charan Majhi highlighted
collective responsibility
for child nutrition during
Angan Ka Utsav and
Rashtriya POSHAN
Maah celebrations.

credited Anganwadi Workers
and ANM s for contributing to
improvements in Odisha’s
maternal and child health in-
dicators.

The Chief Minister also ap-
pealed to parents to encourage
children to take part in games,
physical activities, singing,
dancing and reading rather
than spending excessive time
on mobile phones.

He said children were Odi-
sha’s soul and bright future,
adding that keeping them safe
and well-nourished was a col-
lective resolve.

Gujarat records 2.43 crore
Poshan Maah activities

GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat has recorded more
than 2.43 crore nutrition-relat-
ed activities during Poshan
Maah-2026, placing the state
among the leading performers
nationwide overall. The cam-
paign, being conducted under
the theme “Aapni Anganwadi,
Aapni Javabdari”, is aimed at
making nutrition a people’s
movement through participa-
tion by active government
departments, local bodies,
Anganwadi workers, health
workers, self-help groups,
parents and communities.

As of September 27, the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department had carried
out 56.13 lakh activities,
while other associated depart-
ments accounted for around
1.87 crore. Mahisagar, Valsad,
Patan, Anand and Mehsana
emerged as the leading dis-
tricts.

The campaign is focusing
on dietary diversity and pro-
tein-rich foods, with emphasis
on locally available nutritious
items such as millets, pulses,

2.43cr

nutrition activitiesin
Gujarat: 56.13 lakh by
the WCD Department,
about 1.87 crore by other
departments

green vegetables, fruits, milk,
nuts and seeds.

Anganwadi centres are be-
ing strengthened as hubs for
nutrition and early childhood
development, with fresh, hy-
gienic meals and greater com-
munity participation.

Woman’s dismembered
body found in NTR canal

GUNTUR

The dismembered body of a
woman, identified as Kalyani,
was recovered from a canal in
Andhra Pradesh’s NTR dis-
trict, with police suspecting
that she was allegedly mur-
dered following a dispute
over money.

Kalyani, who was estranged
from her husband and family,
had reportedly been living
alone. Police suspect that Sha-
fi, a mutton shop owner who
was allegedly in a relationship
with her, was involved in the
murder.

According to police, the
two allegedly had a quarrel
over money before Kalyani
was killed. Investigators sus-
pect that her body was subse-
quently cut into pieces and
dumped in the Vijayawada

.

Thermal Power Station
(VTPS) cooling canal in an
apparent attempt to destroy
evidence.

The body was recovered
from the canal on Septem-
ber 18.

The case remains under in-
vestigation, and the allega-
tions against the suspect are
yet to be established in court.
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9% of students
report suicidal
thoughts: Survey

NEW DELHI

About 15% of studentsin
higher educational insti-
tutions experienced peri-

ods of feeling over-
whelmed or distressed in
the past six months, while
9% reported suicidal
thoughts, according to a
nationwide survey by a
Supreme Court-appoint-
ed panel.

The survey was conduct-
ed by the National Task
Force (NTF), which is ex-
amining student mental
health and measures to
prevent suicides in higher
education institutions.
The findings are expected
to be included inits final
report, due by October 31,
2026.

The survey gains signifi-
cance amid renewed con-
cerns over student men-
tal health following the
deaths of students at IIT
Delhi and IIT Bombay.

(Bl deports UAE fugitive
in PNB fraud case
NEW DELHI

The CBI has secured the
deportation of Sandeep
Mistry from the UAE to In-
dia in connection with the
Nirav Modi Punjab Na-
tional Bank fraud case.
Mistry was allegedly in-
volved in fictitious inter-
national trade transac-
tions and helped prepare
forged import-export
documents. The agency
said he also facilitated
fund transfers from dum-
my companies and used
covert communication
platforms to conceal evi-
dence. A Red Notice was
issued through INTERPOL
in July 2026, following
which UAE authorities
traced and arrested him.
Mistry was brought to In-
dia, taken into CBI custo-
dy and produced before a
competent court, which
sent him to jail custody.

MCD carries out 29
demolitions across Delhi,
seals 10 properties

NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) on
Tuesday carried out 29
demolition actions across
all 12 zones as part of its
city-wide enforcement
drive against dangerous
buildings, unauthorised
constructions and viola-
tions of building norms.
The civic body also sealed
10 properties and issued
seven demolition orders.
Major actions were re-
ported in areas including
Hari Nagar, Vikas Puri,
Dabri More, Shakarpur,
Gandhi Nagar, Madhu Vi-
har and Old Seemapuri.
The MCD said the drive
aims to ensure compli-
ance with the Master Plan
of Delhi and Building Bye-
Laws while safeguarding
public safety. The en-
forcement campaign will
continue across Delhi.

" Revanth’s ‘rich God, poor God’
remark triggers BJP backlash

Revanth Reddy’s remarks on Lord Ram and Lord Shiva triggered a
political row, with BJP leaders accusing him of dividing Hindus.

Lord Ram

“God of the rich”, with a larger
following in the north

Lord Shiva

“God of the poor”, worshipped in
the south

HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy’s remarks de-
scribing Lord Ram as the God

WHO SAID WHAT

N Ramchander Rao, BJP:
“highly condemnable”, “absurd”

Prakash Reddy, BJP: could
affect unity and diversity

Shahnawaz Hussain, BJP:
political consequences for the
Congress

Mahesh Kumar Goud,
Congress: about the deities’
traditional look

of the rich and Lord Shiva as
the God of the poor triggered
a political controversy on
Tuesday, with the BJP accus-
ing him of attempting to di-
vide Hindus and create differ-
ences between northern and
southern India.

Speaking at a media event
in Delhi on Monday, Reddy
said the Congress had strug-
gled in northern states be-
cause the BJP had “stolen
Lord Ram”, who has a larger
following there. He said the
party performed better in the
south, where Lord Shiva is
worshipped, and alleged that
the BJP represented the rich.

Telangana BJP chief N

Suvendu attacks Mamata
over Delhi INDIA meet

“People have gone to
Delhiin the past. Sheis
going to Delhi to hatch
anew conspiracy with
CPI(M) leaders.”

— Suvendu Adhikari, West
Bengal Chief Minister

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Tuesday
criticised Mamata Banerjee
over her proposed visit to
New Delhi for an INDIA bloc
meeting, alleging that she was
moving closer to CPI(M)
leaders and describing the de-

velopment in sharply worded
terms. Banerjee is expected to
attend the meeting at Consti-
tution Club on September 30.

Adhikari alleged that Ba-
nerjee’s Delhi visit was in-
tended to work out what he
called a “new conspiracy”
with CPI(M) leaders.

The remarks came as oppo-
sition parties, including the
Trinamool Congress and
CPI(M), increased coordina-
tion over demands for action
against Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar.

Banerjee has spoken to
CPI(M) general secretary M A
Baby and Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi as opposition par-
ties seek wider cooperation on
the issue.

The political exchange
comes ahead of the October 6
bypolls to Nandigram and Re-
jinagar.

Veeramani case: DMK
seeks SIT questioning
of Vijay, ministers

CHENNAI

The Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (DMK) has ap-
proached the Madras High
Court seeking a direction to
the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the R.
Veeramani POCSO case to
summon Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay and
Ministers Aadhav Arjuna and

Who’s who

® T.R.Baalu: DMK treasurer;
filed the peti

B C. Joseph Vijay: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister

m Aadhav Arjuna, C.T.R.
Nirmal Kumar: Ministers

m R. Veeramani: Gem Granites
founder; POCSO case

C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar for
questioning.

The petition, filed by DMK
treasurer and Lok Sabha floor
leader T.R. Baalu, seeks ac-
tion on a representation sub-
mitted to the SIT on Septem-
ber 27.

Baalu said the allegations
made by the Chief Minister
and Ministers were directly
connected to the ongoing in-
vestigation and should there-
fore be examined by the SIT.
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Ramchander Rao called the
remarks “highly condem-

nable” and “absurd”. He al-
leged that Reddy was trying
to create divisions among
Hindus and between the north
and south. Rao also called on
BJP workers to protest and
burn effigies of the Chief
Minister at the mandal level
across Telangana.

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Reddy criticised the remarks,
questioning Reddy’s referenc-
es to Ram and Shiva and say-

ing they could affect the
country’s unity and diversity.

The Congress defended
Reddy’s comments. State
president Mahesh Kumar
Goud said the comparison re-
ferred to the traditional visual
appearance of the two deities,
while stressing that both were
respected and worshipped by
the party. Goud accused the
BJP of using Lord Ram for
political purposes and said
both deities were regarded
equally.

UP Deputy CM tells
jobless youth to drive
autos, sparks backlash

LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak’s re-
marks advising unemployed
youth to consider driving au-

“Naukari-wokri ke
chakkar mein mat
pado... auto-rickshaw
ya taxi chalao aur
khoob paisa banao...
char ghante chalao aur
bachhon ke sath samay
bitao.”

BRAJESH PATHAK UP
Deputy Chief Minister

to-rickshaws or taxis instead
of pursuing jobs have trig-
gered criticism from opposi-
tion leaders and social media
users.

\"(.
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Speaking at an event in
Lucknow on Monday, Pathak
suggested that young people
should not get caught up in
the pursuit of conventional
employment.

A Samajwadi Party leader
criticised Pathak’s remarks,
saying the government had
failed to provide sufficient
employment opportunities
and that ministers should not
offer such advice to unem-
ployed youth.

LDF gains ground in
Keralam civic by-polls

38 wards: theresult

UDF: 15 kept, 4

LDF: 11 kept, 7

gained wrested
Twenty20 BJP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congress-led United
Democratic Front govern-
ment in Keralam faced a set-
back in local body by-polls
on Tuesday, with the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front gaining seven wards
from the ruling front. The
elections covered 38 wards.

The LDF won 18 seats, in-
cluding 11 wards it retained

and seven it wrested from
the UDF. The UDF won 19
seats, retaining 15 sitting
wards and gaining four.

The result offered relief to
the LDF after its defeat in
the 140-member Kerala As-
sembly election, where the
UDF won 102 seats. One of
the LDF gains came from
Bavode East in Peralassery
panchayat, part of former
chief minister and Opposi-
tion leader Pinarayi Vi-
jayan’s constituency.

CPI(M) state secretary M
V Govindan said voters had
accepted the LDF’s resolve
to return by correcting its
mistakes and called the re-
sults a strong message to the
Satheesan government.

Home Minister and senior
Congress leader Ramesh
Chennithala said fluctua-
tions were natural in local
elections and stressed that
the UDF remained ahead
overall with 19 of the 38
wards.

Odisha mining funds
spent on stadium,
roads, instead of

affected areas: CAG

BHUBANESWAR

A Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) audit has
found that a significant share
of funds collected by Odisha’s
District Mineral Foundations
(DMFs) was spent outside
mining-affected areas, includ-
ing on stadiums, roads, gov-
ernment facilities and other
projects.

The performance audit,
covering 2015-16 to 2023-24,
examined spending in six dis-
tricts — Keonjhar, Sundar-
garh, Jajpur, Mayurbhanj,
Dhenkanal and Nabarangpur.
Of the 10,104.28 crore
spent, only %5,477.75 crore,
or 54.21%, went to directly
affected areas. Odisha’s rules
require at least 60% of DMF
funds to be spent in such ar-
eas.

The audit found that
%983.32 crore was spent in
976 villages classified as un-
affected by mining in Keon-
jhar and Sundargarh. Projects
included mini-stadiums, road
widening, office quarters and
hospital digitisation. Mean-
while, 488 directly affected
villages in the two districts
received no DMF-funded
project during the nine-year
period.

Sundargarh DMF spent
%136.77 crore on the Rourke-
la International Hockey Sta-
dium, while Jajpur DMF
spent X113.65 crore on a re-
gional science academy.
Other spending included
%6.06 crore by Keonjhar to
sponsor five students for
mining engineering courses
in Australia and %4.30 crore
by Jajpur on medical en-

CAG findings

Total spending audited

10,104

Reached affected areas

54.21%

Spent in unaffected villages

3983«

Villages that got no DMF
projects

488

Collected by DMFs

322,500+

trance coaching. The audit
also flagged spending on
school furniture, rural parks,
protective equipment and
government vehicles.
Despite the six audited
DMFs collecting more than
22,500 crore, none had es-
tablished an Endowment
Fund, intended to provide
sustainable financial sup-
port to mining-affected
communities after mines

CAG audit finds Odisha’s
mining funds were
diverted to stadiums,
roads and government
projects, while several
mining-affected villages
received no funding.

close. The CAG also found
that officials in three dis-
tricts used a “common af-
fected areas” classification
that was not recognised un-
der applicable laws and
guidelines. Gram Sabha
proposals for basic needs
were not acted upon in sever-
al mining villages. The find-
ings highlight gaps between
the intended purpose of DMF
funds and their actual utilisa-
tion across Odisha.

Rahul urges youth to
raise voices, protest
over women’s safety

NEW DELHI

Congress leader and Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Tues-
day called for stronger action
against crimes targeting wom-
en and urged young people to
protest against harassment
and sexual violence.

In a video message posted
on X, Mr. Gandhi said women
should not be subjected to re-
strictions because of crimes
committed against them.

“Stop punishing women for
the crimes committed against
them,” he said, adding that
women across the country

Stop punishing
women for the crimes
committed against them”

— Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the
Opposition, Lok Sabha

were afraid to walk the streets
because of the risk of harass-
ment and rape.

Mr. Gandhi said the solu-
tion was not to “lock women
inside”, but to make streets
safer and ensure that those re-
sponsible for attacks were
punished.

He also urged the youth to
raise their voices and protest,
arguing that the government
responds when people put
pressure on it. His remarks
came amid protests and
heightened concerns over
women’s safety, particularly
among students in Delhi.

Thousands of Delhi Univer-
sity students have recently
participated in demonstrations
demanding safer campuses
and public spaces.

Kejriwal seeks safety measures for Delhi women students

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal on Tuesday called for
stronger safety measures for
women students in Delhi,
questioning restrictions im-
posed on women following
the alleged gangrape of a
17-year-old girl at Aastha
Kunj Park.

In a video message, Kejriw-

What Kejriwal wants

CCTV cameras across Delhi,
a central command to
monitor footage in real time

Functional streetlights
and action on dark spots

Women police personnel
deployed inside colleges

al said restrictions on wom-
en’s movement were not a
solution to safety concerns.
He criticised advice asking
women students to avoid go-
ing out in the evening or at
night.

“Why are all the restrictions
imposed only on girls?” Ke-
jriwal asked, arguing that en-

suring security should be the
responsibility of the govern-
ment.

He called for CCTV camer-
as across Delhi, functional
streetlights and deployment of
women police personnel in-
side colleges. He also sug-
gested a central command
structure to monitor CCTV

e N\
The government
should provide

safety. The
government
should install CCTV
cameras”

Arvind Kejriwal
former Chief Minister

@ of Delhi
J

footage in real time.

Kejriwal also claimed that
his government had installed
2.62 lakh CCTV cameras and
2.80 lakh streetlights during
its tenure, alleging that more
than half of the installations
were currently not function-
ing. He called for them to be
made operational.

His remarks came amid
protests by Delhi University
students demanding safer
public spaces and stronger ac-
tion against sexual harass-
ment. Demonstrations were
held on September 23 and 25,
followed by another protest at
the Faculty of Arts on Mon-
day.

The issue gained further at-
tention after Delhi Police reg-
istered an FIR following an
allegation by two Delhi Uni-
versity students that they were
followed and sexually ha-
rassed by men in an SUV near
Hakikat Park in Mukherjee
Nagar.

The protests and political
statements have brought re-
newed focus on safety ar-
rangements for women stu-
dents in the national capital.

Aangan Ka Milan
launched to strengthen
Anganwadi services

PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Chaudhary inaugurated the
‘Aangan Ka Milan’ pro-
gramme at an Anganwadi
Centre on the premises of
Phulwarisharif High School,
focusing on improving nutri-

At the launch

— Cheques under Mukhya-
mantri Kanya Utthan Yojana
and PM Matru Vandana
Yojana

— God-bharai for mothers,
Annaprashan for children

— Anganwadi and ASHA
workers felicitated

— Booklet ‘Suposhit Bachpan
Ki Rasoi’ released

tion, healthcare and early
childhood education.

He said the government
would take steps to construct
buildings for Anganwadi cen-
tres that do not have their own
premises.
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Min calls for ‘Team Agriculture’
to make India global food basket

More than 1,200 crore PM-RKVY support sanctioned to 10 states; Centre
and states must rise above politics to put farmers first, says Chouhan.

Al boom needs $6 trillion
annual revenue by 2031

NEW DELHI
The rapid buildout of artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) infra-
structure will require the
creation of an estimated
$6 trillion in annual reve-
nue by 2031 to justify the
capital being deployed with
productivity gains alone
unlikely to support the eco-
nomics of the investment
cycle, a report said on
Tuesday. According to Bain
& Company’s analysis, ex-
isting Al applications
across consumer and en-
terprise segments could
generate between $1.2 tril-
lion and $1.8 trillion in reve-
nues, leaving a gap of
about $4.2 trillion that will
need to come from new
categories of innovation.

Seoul stocks fall for 2nd
day oninflation woes

SEOUL
South Korean shares re-
treated on Tuesday as ris-
ing oil prices fuelled infla-
tion concerns and pushed
U.S. Treasury yields higher
amid Middle East tensions.
The Korean won strength-
ened against the U.S. dol-
lar. The benchmark Korea
Composite Stock Price In-
dex (KOSPI) lost 18.93
points, or 0.27 percent, to
end at 6,870.81, marking its
second consecutive ses-
sion of losses. The index
opened 0.19 percent lower
and extended its losses in
afternoon trading as for-
eign and institutional inves-
tors sold local shares. Over-
night, U.S. stocks retreated
as renewed tensions be-
tween Washington and
Tehran drove crude oil pric-
es higher.

Workers listed under
VB-GRAMGjob scheme
touch10.88 cr

NEW DELHI
The Centre’s new
VB-G RAM G rural employ-
ment guarantee scheme
has recorded significant
progress since its imple-
mentation on July 1this
year, with the number of
active workers under the
scheme going up to
10.88 crore and more than
31.69 crore person-days of
employment being gener-
ated (as of Septem-
ber 24), according to a
government factsheet is-
sued on Tuesday. Wom-
en’s participation in the
scheme stands at
61.65 per cent while em-
ployment is being provided
to workers on demand.
The number of works un-
der execution have
touched the 9717 lakh
mark and approved works
are readily available to
meet future employment
demand of 73.24 lakh peo-
ple, according to the fact-
sheet. Close to 2.31lakh
Gram Panchayats in the
country are presently exe-
cuting works across the
country. An average wage
rate of Rs 283.24 per day
per person is being paid
under the scheme and as
many as 3.76 crore direct
benefit transfers (DBT)
into the workers’ accounts
have already taken place
in the first three months of
the scheme. A total of
Rs 93,841 crore has been
allocated to states and
UTs as interim allocation
for FY 2026-27. Out of this,
a Mother Sanction of
Rs 25,880 crore has been
issued as the first instal-
ment to the states and
UTs, the factsheet further
states. The transition from
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA
to VB-G RAM G has been
seamless and disrup-
tion-free. Digital systems
supporting implementa-
tion were operational from
the commencement of the
new framework, the state-
ment said.

NEW DELHI

Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Tuesday
handed over financial sanc-
tion letters worth more than
Rs 1,200 crore to agriculture
ministers of 10 states under
the Prime Minister Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (PM-
RKVY), stressing implemen-
tation of agriculture pro-
grammes across states.

The disbursement included
Rs 290 crore for West Bengal,
Rs 198 crore for Haryana,
Rs 181 crore for Chhattisgarh,
Rs 154 crore for Arunachal
Pradesh, Rs 114 crore for Bi-
har, Rs 104 crore for Karnata-
ka, Rs 75 crore for Mizoram,
Rs 64 crore for Himachal
Pradesh, Rs 58 crore for
Jharkhand and Rs 43 crore for
Punjab.

Chairing a meeting with

state Agriculture Ministers
and senior officials, Chouhan
said the Union Government
was going beyond policy for-
mulation by ensuring timely
availability of resources so
schemes could begin imple-
mentation without delay.

He said agricultural growth
had risen from 3 per cent in
2015 to 4.5 per cent, while the
average annual increase in
foodgrain production had

more than doubled from
around 40 lakh tonnes to
84 lakh tonnes. Rabi
foodgrain production rose by
205 lakh tonnes between
2023-24 and 2025-26, he add-
ed.

Chouhan also announced
monthly virtual reviews with
states and proposed State Ag-
riculture Teams involving
ministers, officials, agricul-
tural universities, ICAR insti-

CENTRE SANCTIONS

RS1,200CRTO
10 STATES

¥1,200 crore sanctioned to 10
states

Monthly Centre-state agricul-
ture reviews announced

Khet Bachao Abhiyan from
October 22

Action against fake farm inputs

tutions, KVKs, ATMA and
FPOs. District-level meetings
will also be held monthly.

He called for a nationwide
Khet Bachao Abhiyan from
October 22 to November 30
to promote balanced fertiliser
use based on Soil Health
Cards. States were also asked
to act against fake fertilisers,
spurious seeds and sub-stan-
dard pesticides.

India-NZ trade set to surge as FTA kicks in on Oct 20

NEW DELHI

The India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) is set
to come into force on Octo-
ber 20, aimed at doubling bi-
lateral trade by 2030. Indian
exporters are set to receive
duty-free access to New Zea-
land across all tariff lines.

This is expected to improve
the competitiveness of Indian
products in sectors including
textiles and garments, leather
and footwear, gems and jew-
ellery, engineering goods and
processed foods, according to
an article in Khalsa Vox news
website.

Removing customs duties
makes Indian products cheap-
er relative to competing im-
ports in the New Zealand
market, potentially creating
opportunities for exporters
seeking to expand their pres-
ence there.

Another important aspect of
the agreement is that New
Zealand has committed to in-
vestments worth $20 billion
in India over the next 15
years. The two countries have
also set themselves the goal
of doubling bilateral trade by
2030.

Once the FTA kicks in on
October 20, the changes will

unfold in stages. Some tariffs
will disappear immediately,
while others will decline over
several years and certain agri-
cultural concessions will re-
main subject to quotas and
safeguards, the article ob-
serves.

For Indian consumers, the
most visible impact could
eventually be felt in imported
products such as kiwi fruit,
apples and Manuka honey.
However, the agreement does
not throw open the Indian
market across the board. Sen-
sitive sectors, including dairy
and several agricultural prod-
ucts, remain protected.

RBI now has less room to keep
interest rates unchanged

NEW DELHI

Rising crude oil prices, infla-
tion and higher bond yields
globally has narrowed Re-
serve Bank of India’s room to
hold rates unchanged, a re-
port said on Tuesday. The re-
port from BNP Paribas India
said India’s macro-outlook
has weakened in recent
weeks as Brent crude rose
above $100 per barrel and US
10-year Treasury yields
climbed toward 5 per cent.
Inflation continues to rise
globally, and central banks
are resorting to rate hikes.
Though India’s macro buffers
have increased with foreign
currency non-resident
(FCNR) flows, capital-flight
risks have also risen with rate
hikes in developed markets.
“In our view, rising oil pric-
es and commodity inflation
remain a material challenge

$100+ -~5%

Brentabarrel  US10-yearyield

1%+ $800n

India 10-year
yield forex reserves

T

for India in the near term. The
INR has already depreciated
by nearly 1 per cent and the
RBI now has less room to
keep interest rates un-
changed,” the report said.

The latest escalation in the
Middle East has pushed Brent
above $100 per barrel, while
the ECB and BoJ have raised
rates by 25 basis points, tight-
ening global financial condi-
tions and increasing capi-
tal-flight risks for India.

“India’s macro-outlook is
sensitive to oil prices, and the
latest escalation in the Middle
East is a negative,” said
Kunal Vora, Head of India
Equity Research.

The report noted that over
the past two weeks the rupee
has depreciated by around
1 per cent, India’s 10-year
bond yields have breached

GOYAL-GREER MEET

7 per cent and foreign institu-
tional investor selling has re-
sumed, even as foreign cur-
rency non-resident (FCNR)
deposits have bolstered re-
serves to about $800 billion,
supported by roughly
$127 billion of FCNR flows.

This offers near-term relief,
but these flows are likely to
reverse in 3-5 years, the re-
port said, adding that high
inflation could slow high-fre-
quency indicators in the com-
ing months.

“India’s macro indicators
have remained resilient, but
the outlook is weakening due
to rising oil prices and infla-
tion. Key positives are strong
credit growth, strong auto
sales, improving jobs data and
large food-grain holdings,
which provide a shield against
El Nifio,” the report noted.

Consumption indicators
showed some moderation last
month, with urban wages fall-
ing, rising inflation, and dete-
riorating business confidence.
Rural dynamics are also
weakening because of a mon-
soon deficit, higher food in-
flation, and reduced crop
sowing.

India seeks tariff edge in US trade deal
|

NEW DELHI

India and the United States
are working to advance nego-
tiations on a balanced and
mutually beneficial Bilateral
Trade Agreement, with Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal’s upcoming en-
gagement with US Trade Rep-
resentative Jamieson Greer
expected to focus on resolv-
ing key tariff issues.

Goyal will attend the G20
Trade Ministers’ Meeting in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on
September 30 and October 1,
at the invitation of Greer. The
two sides are expected to
work towards finalising an
interim trade deal in line with
the joint statement issued by
India and the US on Febru-
ary 7, 2026.

India is seeking an arrange-
ment that gives domestic ex-
porters a tariff advantage over
competing economies rather
than simply securing a lower
headline tariff. The proposed

framework is expected to es-
tablish preferential market
access for businesses from
both countries.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal earlier said the trade
agreement was more or less
finalised, with discussions
now focused on creating an
architecture for preferential
access before the deal is for-
mally signed.

He explained that India
largely operates under
most-favoured-nation tariffs,
while the US is using execu-
tive tariffs, making a mecha-
nism for tariff differentials
necessary.

During his US visit, Goyal

is also expected to advocate
for a rules-based, open, inclu-
sive, transparent, equitable
and non-discriminatory global
trading system with the WTO
at its core.

His bilateral engagements
will also focus on strengthen-
ing trade and investment op-
portunities for farmers, fisher-
men, women entrepreneurs,
startups, MSMEs and other
businesses.

Goyal is scheduled to meet
senior executives of American
companies across manufactur-
ing, consumer goods, agri-
business, retail and technolo-
gy sectors in Milwaukee and
Chicago.

India has agreed to reduce
or eliminate tariffs on around
70 per cent of its tariff lines
covering imports from New
Zealand. Some products will
receive immediate duty-free
access. These include wood,
wool, sheep meat and raw
hides.

Capex rises as business
confidence strengthens

Anant Goenka
FICCI President

MUMBAI

India is witnessing broad-
based economic growth, with
companies stepping up capital
expenditure as rising capacity
utilisation and improving de-
mand encourage businesses to
expand investments, FICCI
President and RPG Group
Vice Chairman Anant Goenka
said on Tuesday.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the FICCI FRAMES event,
Goenka said investment activ-
ity was gaining momentum
across industries as utilisation
levels increased. He said the
trend reflected improving
business confidence and
stronger demand conditions.

“We do see overall broad-
based growth. We see in-
creased capex across the
board now, as utilisation lev-
els are going up,” Goenka
said.

He highlighted the automo-

Key takeaways
— Capex rising across industries

— Automotive growth sup-
porting the wider value chain

— Commodity prices pressuring
margins

— FICCI FRAMES marks 26
years

Rising capacity
utilisation and
stronger demand are
prompting Indian
companies to increase
capital expenditure
across several sectors,
says FICCI chief
Anant Goenka.

bile sector as one of the areas
recording substantially higher
growth, adding that its perfor-
mance was generating posi-
tive spillover effects across
the wider value chain.

“Of course, certain sectors
like automotive have seen
substantially higher growth,
and therefore, the entire value
chain gets positively affect-
ed,” he said.

However, Goenka cau-
tioned that companies contin-
ued to face pressure on profit
margins because of higher
commodity prices. While
businesses were passing some
increased costs on to consum-
ers, he said there was general-
ly a lag before the impact was
fully reflected in prices.

“Margin pressure will con-
tinue until commodity prices
stabilise,” Goenka said, point-
ing to the rise in crude oil
prices from around $90 per
barrel to about $100 or higher.

On the media and entertain-
ment industry, Goenka de-
scribed FICCI FRAMES as
an iconic platform that has
completed 26 years. He said
the sector was undergoing
significant changes driven by
multiple screens, shorter at-
tention spans, artificial intel-
ligence and synthetic data.

He said FRAMES provided
a platform for creators and
users to discuss these changes
and understand how the future
of the media industry could
evolve.

Private firms enter missile production

NEW DELHI

India is expanding missile pro-
duction beyond state-run de-
fence companies by bringing
private firms into the manufac-
turing process, in a move
aimed at strengthening the
country’s ability to produce
sophisticated weapons at scale.

A report by India Narrative
said the shift is intended to ad-
dress the gap between devel-
oping advanced missile sys-
tems and manufacturing them
in sufficient quantities. The
new approach is also expected
to create greater wartime re-
dundancy, with the Defence

Missile
manufacturing shift

Private firms can bid for
DRDO technology transfers

Companies can become
Development-cum-Pro-
duction Partners

At least two production
partners planned for each
missile system

BDL remains a key
public-sector missile
manufacturer

Competition expected to
improve efficiency and
delivery timelines

Ministry planning to have at
least two production partners
for each missile system.

The report said greater com-
petition could improve price
discovery, delivery timelines
and production efficiency. It
could also encourage new
partnerships between public
and private companies, allow-
ing different firms to specialise
in specific components of in-
creasingly complex weapons
systems.

The Defence Ministry in
August approved the transfer
of DRDO technologies for
conventional missile systems
to qualified Indian defence
companies. Private firms can
bid for technology transfer,
obtain designation as
Development-cum-Production
Partners, or DcPPs, and take
on prime systems-integration
responsibilities.

The move represents a de-
parture from the earlier model

India is opening missile
manufacturing to private
companies, seeking
greater production
capacity, competition and
wartime resilience across
its defence industry.

under which DRDO-devel-
oped missiles were largely
transferred to nominated pub-
lic-sector production agencies,
particularly Bharat Dynamics
Limited.

The report stressed that sus-
tained military capability de-
pends not only on designing
weapons but also on the ability
to manufacture, replenish and
maintain them during pro-
longed conflicts.

At the same time, it said the
entry of private companies
should not be viewed as a re-
treat by the public sector. BDL
remains an experienced mis-
sile manufacturer with estab-
lished infrastructure, technical
expertise and supplier net-
works.

The new model means pub-
lic-sector companies will no
longer have an automatic enti-
tlement to produce DRDO-de-
veloped missile systems, intro-
ducing greater contestability
into defence manufacturing.

India’s aviation demand outpacing
airline capacity growth: Naidu

NEW DELHI

India’s aviation market is ex-
panding faster than the pace
at which airlines are adding
capacity, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at an event here,
Naidu said revenue passenger
kilometres (RPKs) in India
have grown at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 7.3 per cent over the past
decade, compared to a 7 per
cent CAGR in available seat
kilometres (ASKs) offered by
airlines.

“This means the market is
growing faster than the seats,”
the minister said, underlining
the need for continued expan-
sion in aviation capacity and
connectivity.

India has emerged as the
world’s third-largest domestic

A .
10-YEAR CAGR

1.3%

DEMAND (RPK)

SEATS (ASK)

aviation market, driven by ris-
ing incomes, increasing re-
gional connectivity and grow-
ing demand for air travel. The
government now aspires to
make the country the
third-largest aviation market
globally in the coming years.

To support this growth,
Naidu said the government is
pursuing an ambitious airport
expansion programme. The
number of operational air-
ports in the country has in-

creased from 74 in 2014 to
more than 166 currently. The
government has set a target of
expanding the network to 400
airports by 2047.

According to the minister,
66 airports are presently un-
der development, while an-
other 100 airports are planned
over the next decade as part
of efforts to strengthen air
connectivity across the coun-
try.

Naidu also announced that
Routes Asia 2027, one of the
aviation industry’s key global
networking and route devel-
opment events, will be held in
India from March 16 to 18,
2027.

He said hosting the event
would help boost both region-
al and international air con-
nectivity and further enhance
India’s standing in the global
aviation sector.
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US bases became source
of insecurity: IRGC

Tehran
Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC)
spokesperson Hossein
Mohebbi has claimed that
US military bases in the
region failed to provide
security and instead be-
came a source of insecu-
rity during the recent con-
flict.

According to the IRGC
spokesperson, Iranian
missile and drone attacks
targeted several US bases
during the conflict. He ar-
gued that the attacks
demonstrated what he
described as the failure of
the US military presence
to deliver the security ob-
jectives Washington had
cited for maintaining its
regional bases.

At the same time, Moheb-
bi has said that Iran’s mili-
tary preparedness does
not rule out negotiations.
He stated that decisions
regarding war and diplo-
macy are made within
Iran’s political system and
that negotiations could
be pursued alongside mil-
itary preparedness when
considered in the coun-
try’s interests.

US expands missile

production with allies

Washington
The US Department of
War has awarded Raythe-
on a contract worth up to
$20.7 billion to produce
AMRAAM missiles for
American and allied forc-
es. The five-year agree-
ment, with options for
two additional years, aims
to expand missile manu-
facturing capacity. The
deal involves the US Air
Force, Navy and foreign
partners purchasing
through the Foreign Mili-
tary Sales programme.
Raytheon said it is ex-
panding its workforce,
supply chain and produc-
tion facilities to meet ris-
ing demand. AMRAAM
production nearly dou-
bled in 2025 compared
with 2024. The missile is
used by 44 countries
across 14 platforms, in-
cluding air combat and
ground-based air defence
systems.

AMRAAMdeal

Contract value, up to

$20.7bn

Platforms

14

Trump says Iran war
will end very soon

Washington
US President Donald
Trump said the United
States would win its war
with Iran “very soon,”
while US officials held
discussions with media-
tors seeking to end the
conflict. Trump said the
war would conclude
quickly, one way or anoth-
er. He also said US gaso-
line prices would fall after
the conflict ends. The re-
marks came as diplomat-
ic efforts continued be-
tween Washington and
Tehran. Iranian officials
have said negotiations
could help end the fight-
ing, while demanding
conditions for reopening
the Strait of Hormuz.
Trump, however, said he
had offered Iran nothing
to end the war. The con-
flict has disrupted region-
al energy supplies and
pushed oil prices higher.
Brent crude recently rose
above $105 per barrel
amid continued concerns
over Middle East supply
disruptions.

Indian envoy Srivastava bids farewell to PM Shah

Shah stressed strengthening historic Nepal-India ties and expanding mutually beneficial cooperation.
SRIVASTAVA’S FAREWELL ROUND

KATHMANDU

Indian Ambassador to Nepal
Naveen Srivastava made a
farewell call on Nepal Prime
Minister Balendra Shah as he
prepares to conclude his dip-
lomatic tenure in the country.
The meeting provided an
opportunity to review the
longstanding and multifaceted
relationship between India
and Nepal and discuss areas
of continued cooperation.
Srivastava’s tenure has in-
cluded engagements aimed at
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions between the two
neighbouring countries. In-
dia and Nepal share close
historical, cultural, econom-
ic and people-to-people ties,
with cooperation extending

across several sectors, in-
cluding energy, infrastruc-
ture, connectivity, trade,
education and development.

During his earlier meeting
with Prime Minister Shah in
August, Srivastava and the
Nepalese leader discussed

@ O O ®
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August Earlier this month Latest Ahead
Met PM Shah, conveyed Farewell call on Foreign Farewell call on PM Engagement through

PM Modi’s greetings

ways to further strengthen
bilateral relations, promote
cooperation and enhance the
development partnership for
mutual benefit. Shah had
stressed the importance of
deepening the historic rela-
tionship between Nepal and
India and expanding coop-
eration in areas of common
interest.

Srivastava had also con-
veyed greetings from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Shah and described their
discussions as an opportuni-

Human rights abuses in PoK,
POGB b Pak ralsed at UNHRC

ﬁtwm..‘_.,A

GENEVA

Human rights concerns in Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) and Pakistan-occupied
Gilgit-Baltistan (PoGB) were
raised during the ongoing
63rd session of the United
Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil (UNHRC) in Geneva.

Sardar Shaukat Ali Kashmi-
ri, Chairman of the United
Kashmir People’s National
Party (UKPNP) and Repre-
sentative of the African De-
velopment Association, high-
lighted what he described as
increasing repression by Paki-
stani authorities in PoK since
June 5, 2026.

Addressing the UNHRC,
Kashmiri cited reports of

deaths, injuries, arbitrary ar-
rests, enforced disappearanc-
es, restrictions on peaceful
gatherings and communica-
tion blackouts. He also ex-
pressed concern over what he

Calls for

UN inquiry

Activists urge the UN to
investigate alleged human
rights abuses, excessive
force, and communica-
tions blackouts in Paki-
stan-administered Kashmir,
demanding accountability,
the release of detainees, and
protection for peaceful pro-
testers.

World Uyghur Congress
announces October 1 protests

ISTANBUL

The World Uyghur Congress
(WUC) has announced protest
demonstrations in Istanbul
and Berlin on October 1,
highlighting what it describes
as continuing human rights
concerns affecting Uyghurs in
China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region.

The organisation said the
demonstrations are being
planned to draw international
attention to issues including
restrictions on religious and
cultural practices, alleged ar-
bitrary detention, family sep-

Key points

WUC announces European
diaspora protests.

Demonstrations scheduled
in Istanbul, Berlin.

Protests target Xinjiang
human rights.

Focuses on detention,
forced labour.

Demands international
investigations,
accountability.

Beijing defends regional
security policies.

aration and other rights-relat-
ed concerns. The protests are
scheduled to coincide with
October 1, which marks the
anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na.

The October 1 protests are
expected to bring together
Uyghur community members,
supporters and rights activists
in both European cities.

The events in Istanbul and
Berlin come amid continued
international debate over Chi-
na’s policies in Xinjiang and
the treatment of the Uyghur
population. Rights organisa-
tions and Uyghur advocacy
groups have called for greater
transparency and accountabil-
ity, while Beijing has main-
tained that its policies protect
social stability and promote
economic development in the
region.

PERN ) PETROCHEMICAL PRODUCTS

Sardar Shaukat Ali
alsoraised concerns
about what he
called the growing
militarisation of civilian
life in the area.

described as the increasing
militarisation of civilian life
in the region.

He also urged authorities to
restore unrestricted internet
and mobile communication
services in PoK. Regarding
PoGB, Kashmiri raised con-
cerns over political represen-
tation, land ownership and the
rights of local communities
over natural resources. He
called for independent moni-
toring mechanisms to exam-
ine allegations of abuses and
protect civic space.

Similar concerns were
raised at the UNHRC last
week by social activist Har-
leen Kour. She said people in
PoK had been protesting for
months over food, electricity,
employment, infrastructure
and polltlcal representation.

Minister Shisir Khanal

ty to further deepen the
multifaceted India-Nepal
partnership.

Earlier this month, Srivas-
tava also paid a farewell call
on Nepal’s Foreign Affairs
Minister Shisir Khanal.
During that meeting, Khanal
congratulated him on com-
pleting his tenure and ap-
preciated his contribution to
strengthening Nepal-India
relations. Discussions cov-
ered energy cooperation,
trade, infrastructure, road
connectivity and peo-

Balendra Shah

established channels

ple-to-people ties. Khanal
also expressed gratitude for
India’s support following
the Bhotekoshi floods and
its assistance in search, res-
cue and relief operations.
The latest farewell meet-
ing with Prime Minister
Shah comes as Srivastava
concludes his assignment in
Nepal. Both countries are
expected to continue their
engagement through estab-
lished diplomatic channels
and build on cooperation in
areas of mutual interest. In-

Meeting highlights
— Ambassador Srivastava
concluded his Nepal tenure.

— Met Prime Minister Shah and
Khanal.

— Strengthened India-Nepal
bilateral and development
relations.

— Discussed energy, trade, and
infrastructure.

- India aided post-Bhotekoshi
flood operations.

— Diplomatic engagement will
continue moving forward.

dia and Nepal have main-
tained diplomatic relations
for decades, with develop-
ment cooperation forming
an important part of their
bilateral partnership.

INS Ranvijay strengthens
India-Oman maritime ties

SALALAH

Indian Naval Ship (INS) Ran-
vijay has made a port call at
Salalah in Oman, highlighting
the close maritime coopera-
tion and longstanding defence
ties between India and
Oman.The visit is aimed at
strengthening bilateral naval
relations and enhancing co-
operation between the two
maritime forces. The port
call provides an opportunity

UAE confirms Netanyahu visit,
discussion over bilateral ties

{ UAE President

ABU DHABI

UAE President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
met Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in Abu
Dhabi and discussed bilateral
relations between the two
countries, according to the

Theroad to Abu Dhabi

® 2020

Diplomatic ties under the
US-brokered Abraham Accords
® MARCH26

The two leaders met in Al Ain, a
source said

® MAY

UAE denied Netanyahu’s office
on a secret visit

@ AFTERUNGA

Abu Dhabi talks; UAE confirms
the visit

Benjamin Netanyahu
Israeli Prime Minister

Emirati state news agency
WAM. The UAE’s confirma-
tion marked the first public
acknowledgment by Abu
Dhabi of Netanyahu’s visit.

The Israeli Prime Minister’s
Office said Netanyahu trav-
elled to the UAE at the invita-
tion of Sheikh Mohamed. It
said the visit focused on
strengthening relations be-
tween Israel and the UAE and
addressing regional challeng-
es. Israeli officials separately
said the discussions also fo-
cused on Iran.

Netanyahu’s visit followed
his participation in the United
Nations General Assembly in
New York. His delegation re-
portedly included his wife
Sara Netanyahu and senior
Israeli security officials.

US adds methanol to Venezuela trade licences

WASHINGTON

The United States has revised
three Venezuela-related sanc-
tions licences to explicitly
include methanol among the
petrochemical products cov-
ered by certain authorised oil
trade, supply and investment
activities.

The US Treasury Depart-
ment’s Office of Foreign As-
sets Control (OFAC) issued
amended General Licences
46E, 48D and 49B, replacing
earlier versions of the licenc-
es. The changes specifically
add methanol to the chemical

annexes while leaving the
main permissions and restric-
tions largely unchanged.Gen-
eral Licence 46E authorises
certain transactions involving
Venezuelan-origin oil and pet-
rochemical products for im-

port into the United States.
The licence covers activities
including transportation, sale,
storage and refining, subject
to specified conditions.
General Licence 48D per-
mits US persons and US enti-
ties to supply certain goods,
technology, software and ser-
vices for Venezuela’s oil, gas
and petrochemical sectors.
General Licence 49B allows
negotiations and the signing of
contingent contracts related to
certain new oil, gas, petro-
chemical and electricity proj-
ects in Venezuela. Actual im-
plementation of such contracts

requires separate authorisation
under the terms of the licence.

OFAC’s revised documents
list methanol under five tariff
classifications. Methanol has
been added alongside products
such as ammonia, urea, phos-
phates, sulphur and other fer-
tiliser-related chemicals.

The revisions do not repre-
sent a broad lifting of US sanc-
tions on Venezuela. They do
not announce any specific
methanol shipment or invest-
ment, nor do they establish the
volume or value of potential
trade under the amended li-
cences.

for personnel from both
countries to engage in pro-
fessional interactions, ex-
change operational experi-
ences and build greater un-
derstanding.

During the visit, Indian na-
val personnel are expected to
participate in a range of en-
gagements with their Omani
counterparts. Such interac-
tions form an important part
of India’s efforts to deepen
maritime partnerships with

Port call at aglance
SHIP

INS Ranvijay

PORT

Salalah,Oman

NAVIES

Indian Navy and Royal
Oman Navy

AIM

Stronger bilateral naval
relations

countries in the Indian Ocean
and the wider Gulf region.

India has been working
with countries in the Gulf
and Indian Ocean region to
enhance maritime security
cooperation and maintain
open and secure sea lanes.
Cooperation with Oman is
particularly significant given
the country’s strategic loca-
tion near important interna-
tional shipping routes.The
port call at Salalah is expect-
ed to further reinforce the
existing relationship between
the Indian Navy and the Roy-
al Oman Navy.

India-Bangladesh officials
discuss bilateral ties

DHAKA

Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Dinesh Trivedi met
Bangladesh State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Humaiun Kobir at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Dha-
ka on Tuesday and discussed bilat-
eral, regional and international is-
sues, including the recently con-
cluded 81st United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in New York.

 NAME CHANGE

|, ANSAR AHAMED RAZZAQUE,
Resident of No. 18, 5th Cross,
Kausar Nagar, R T Nagar Post,
Bengaluru  -560032, Karnata-
ka, have changed my name to
ANSAR AHMED, vide affidavit
dated: 29.09.2026 before nota-
ry G. DAYANANDA, Bengaluru.

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE
& JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR
rl.Misc.No: 3 [ 202
PETITIONER: Narayana Sjo Late Sibanna, Aged
ahout 50 years, Rfat Nagavalli Village, Hebburu Hobli,
Tumakuru Taluk, Tumakuru District. Vs
RESPONDENT: Registrar of Birth and Death | The

Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, Doddaballapur.
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

It is herehy notified to the public that the above

petitioners, in the Hon'ble Court, Petitioner's Grand

Father Late Ramaiah Sjo Late Rangappa died on

11.08.1985 at Rampura village, Doddat

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE
& JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR
Crl.Misc.No: 2 [ 2026
PETITIONER: Narayana Sfo Late Sibanna, Aged
about 50 years, Rfat Nagavalli Village, Hebburu Hobli,
Tumakuru Taluk, Tumakuru District. Vs
RESPONDENT: Registrar of Birth and Death | The

Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, Doddaballapur.
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby notified to the public that the above
petitioners, in the Hon'ble Court, Petitioner's
Father Late Sibanna Sjo Late Ramaiah died on
15.06.1992 at Rampura village, Doddabelavangala
Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk and since there are no
official records of his death, petitioners has filed an
application to register the date of death in the Register
of Births and Deaths, 1969. Therefore, if the public
has any objection, we hereby inform you to appear
before the above court on 27/10/2026 at 11:00 AM.
Failing that, the case will be disposed of unilaterally
in his absence.
The publication is dated: 26.09.2026 with the
signature and seal of the court.
By order of the court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl. Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner: Srinivas G, Advocate,
Doddaballapur - 561 203.

Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk and since there are no
official records of his death, petitioners has filed an
application to register the date of death in the Register
of Births and Deaths, 1969. Therefore, if the public
has any objection, we hereby inform you to appear
before the above court on 27/10/2026 at 11:00 AM.
Failing that, the case will be disposed of unilaterally
in his absence.
The publication is dated: 26.09.2026 with the
signature and seal of the court.
By order of the court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl. Civil Judge &

JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner: Srinivas G, Advocate,
Doddaballapur - 561 203.

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL JUDGE
& JMFC AT DODDABALLAPUR
Crl.Misc.No: 4/ 2026
PETITIONER: Narayana Sjo Late Sibanna, Aged
about 50 years, Rlat Nagavalli Village, Hebburu H0h|l

Tumakuru Taluk, Tumakuru District.
RESPONDENT: Registrar of Birth and Death | The
Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, Doddaballapur.
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby notified to the public that the above
petitioners, in the Hon'ble Court, Petitioner's Uncle
Late Ramachandraiagh Sfo Late Ramaiah died on
01.05.2005 at Rampura village, Doddabelavangala
Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk and since there are no
official records of his death, petitioners has filed an
application to register the date of death in the Register
of Births and Deaths, 1969. Therefore, if the public
has any objection, we hereby inform you to appear
before the above court on 27/10/2026 at 11:00 AM.
Failing that, the case will be disposed of unilaterally
in his absence.
The publication is dated: 26.09.2026 with the
signature and seal of the court.
By order of the court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Prl. Civil Judge &
JMFC, Doddaballapura
Advocate for petitioner: Srinivas G, Advocate,

Doddaballapur - 561 203.

IN THE COURT OF HON’BLE PRL. CIVIL
JUDGE & JMFC AT K.G.F.

C.M.C. No: 368 / 2026
PETITIONERS: 1. SRI. S. KUPPUSWAMY,
S/o. Late. Sampath, Aged about 49 years,
Aadhaar No. 669904900286. 2. SRI.
RAGHU. S, S/o. Late. Sampath, Aged about
47 years, Aadhaar No. 566203956421
3. SRI. NAGARAL. S, S/o. Late. Sampath,
Aged about 39 years, Aadhaar No.
810579664632. 4. SRI. PALANIL. S, S/o.
Late. Sampath, Aged about 42 years,
Aadhaar No. 879703104491 5. SRI.
MANJUNATH. S, S/o. Late. Sampath,
Aged about 38 years, Aadhaar No.
535555556914 All are R/at: # 45, Pandar
Line, Marikuppam Post, K.G.F. 563119

RESPONDENT: THE COMMISSIONER, KGF
City Municipal Council, Robertsonpet, KGF
PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEREAS, the petitioner are filed a
Petition under section 13(3) of Registration
of Birth & Death Act 1969, for obtaining
the Death Certificate of Petitioner No.1 to
5’s deceased FATHER SRI. SAMPATH, S/o.
LATE THANGAVEL and SMT. LATE. ELPACHI
AND W/O. LATE. SUGUNA was died on 17-
01-1994 due to ill-health at # 45, Pandar
Line, Marikuppam Post, K.G.F. 563119, KGF

Taluk, Kolar District.
The hearing date of the case is posted on
03/11/2026. If any person having any claim
or objection has to appear before this
Hon’ble Court in person or by pleader in
the above said hearing date at about 11:00
AM to answer the same, failing which the
petition will be disposed off as ex-parte.
Given under my hand and seal of this
Court on this 29-09-2026.
By Order of the Court:
CHIEF MINISTERIAL OFFICER
PRL CIVIL JUDGE AND JMFC COURT,
KOLAR GOLD FIELDS
Advocate for Petitioners:
SRI. SUHAS RAL.R, B.A, LL.B.,
Advocate, K.G.F.

PLACE: K.G.F., DATE: 29-09-2026
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India Face South
Korea in Semifinal

India face a tougher South Korean challenge in the
Asian Games semifinal, aiming to move closer to their
first women’s hock

ey gold since 1982.
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" . South Korea finished

Unbeaten India face

hockey semifinal

matches.

during the pool stage.

* Deepika leads the tour-
nament with 21 goals.

second in Pool A.

7 « Seungae Park has
scored eight goals.
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That encouragement helped
the shooter return to competi-
tion and produce a re-
cord-breaking performance.
During the final at the Aichi
Prefecture General Shooting

NAGOYA

Neeru Dhanda
made history
at the Asian Games by be-
coming the first Indian

(R ‘ ‘

Neeru

overcam

Dhanda

hospitalisation and
relentless rain to win
a historic individual

woman to win an individual
trap gold medal at the Games
this year.

Her triumph came despite a
major physical setback short-
ly before the competition.
Dhanda was hospitalised 10
days before the start of the
Asian Games and said she did

not train during the camp.

For five days, she

said, she could not

eat and survived

e only on water. De-
spite her condi-
tion, Dhanda re-
mained deter-
mined to compete

Gallery, continuous rain cre-
ated difficult conditions, but
Dhanda remained composed.

She hit 28 of the 30 possi-
ble targets, setting a new
Asian record and improving
the previous mark of 24 by
four hits. Earlier in the day,
she had also won a team sil-
ver medal.

Dhanda said her motivation
came from her family, the In-
dian Army, MP State Shoot-
ing Academy, her federation
and the Sports Authority of
India. She credited the acade-
my with supporting her fami-
ly, saying her father is a farm-

Dhanda Overcomes

Odds for Gold

NEERU DHANDA'S
HISTORIC FEAT

« First Indian woman to win
individual trap gold at the
Asian Games,

» Set a new Asian record
with 28/30 hits,

* Previous Asian record:
24 hits,

* Won team silver earlier
on the same day,

» Won World Cup gold at
Lonato del Garda in 2026,

» Now preparing for the
Olympics.

cousin Lakshay Sheoran, a
2018 Asian Games trap silver
medallist.

trap gold medal at

and stayed in reg-  er and her mother is a home- After winning World Cup

" e =
- —\\\ , * India last won Asian
\\‘ Games gold in 1982.
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the Asian ular contact with  maker. gold in Lonato del Garda ear-
Games. her coach Mansher The shooter was introduced  lier in 2026, Dhanda now has
KAKAMIGAHARA India opened their campaign  specialist Deepika leads the Singh, who continued  to shooting after encourage- her sights set on the Olym-
with a 19-0 win over Uzbeki-  tournament scoring charts 4 motivating her. ment from the parents of her _ pics.
Unbeaten India will face stan before recording victories ~ with 21 goals, while Navneet n
South Korea in the women’s  against Indonesia and Thailand =~ Kaur has scored 10. Rutuja N I Dh k h
hockey semifinal of the Asian by 17-1 and 20-1 respectively.  Dadaso Pisal has seven, while S C h - S
Games 2026 on Wednesday, They then overcame hosts Ja-  Lalremsiami and Ishika have aga T aKs .meswar ree ar anl etS
with the defending silver pan 3-1 before completing the  contributed six and five re- moveinto Smgles
medallists standing two victo-  pool stage with a 7-0 victory  spectively. 1 : d
ries away from ending a 44-  over Singapore. India also possess consider- pre'quartEfS T2 O I BOW lng Re COI'
year wait for a second conti- South Korea finished sec- able experience in goal
nental gold. ond in Pool A with four wins  through captain Savita and | NAGOYA Lanka, which India

India have been dominant
in Pool B, winning all five
matches and scoring 66 goals.
However, their semifinal
against South Korea at the
Kawasaki Juko Stadium is ex-
pected to provide their tough-
est examination of the tourna-
ment so far.

from five matches. Their only
defeat came against group
winners China, who secured a
3-0 victory. South Korea’s
biggest win was an 8-0 result
against Bangladesh.

India’s attacking strength
has been central to their im-
pressive campaign. Drag-flick

Bichu Devi. South Korea,
meanwhile, will look to mid-
fielder Seungae Park, who has
scored eight goals.

India’s last women’s hock-
ey gold at the Asian Games
came in 1982, leaving the
team chasing a historic return
to the top.

Sumit Nagal and Dhak-
shineswar Suresh registered
strong wins in their men's sin-
gles round two matches at the
ongoing Asian Games 2026 to
move into the pre-quarters on
Tuesday. Sumit defeated 2023
Asian Games bronze medal-
list Seongchan Hong of South
Korea in the second round

India spinner Sree Charani has
created history by recording the
highest-ever rating in the ICC record 817 points.
Women’s T201 Bowling Rankings. India’s Deepti 4
< Sharma also
moved up the
T20I Bowling
Rankings after
taking three wick-
ets in the Asian

won by 147 runs, lift-
ing her rating to a

DUBAI

India’s left-arm spinner Sree Chara-
ni has created history by achieving
the highest-ever rating in the ICC

Games final. She now oc-

6-4, 6-0, while Suresh regis-
tered a hard-fought 7-5, 7-6
(2) win over Indonesia's Gun-
awan Trismuwantara.

Sumit and Hong's match
was stopped on Monday due

Women’s T201 Bowling Rankings,
reaching 817 points after her impres-
sive performances in Japan.
Already ranked No. 1 among T20I
bowlers, Charani surpassed the pre-
vious record of 806 points held by

cupies second place with
754 points, while En-
gland’s Sophie Ecclestone
is third with 723.

Smriti Mandhana re-
turned to the top five of

Ankush marches into 80kg final,
Narender settles for bronze in +90kg

NISHIO

Indian boxers continued their
strong run at the ongoing
Asian Games 2026 as Ankush
Panghal registered a thump-
ing win over 75kg reigning
world champion Fazliddin
Erkinboev in the men's 80kg
semifinal at the continental
showpiece _ cme,

to march 3
into the
final.

Parveen Hooda made it to the
finals of their respective cate-
gory, while Narender Berwal
settled for a bronze after los-
ing his +90kg semifinal bout
to current world champion
Aibek Oralbay of Kazakhstan.
Ankush registered a bril-
liant come-from-behind win
over Erkinboev in the semifi-
nal by 4-1. Ankush was trail-
ing 1-4 at the end of the first
round but bagged a closely
fought second round 3-2 with
his punches landing well.
The Indian pugilist was su-
perior of the two boxers in the
third round as well, as he
clinched the third
—- one 5-0. Four of
| the five judges
voted in favour
of Ankush as
he won 4-1.
All four gave
him a 29-28
" ruling, while
. hereceived a
- 28-209
. against him
- from one
/ judge.

7 7 Later, Nar-

ender lost his semifinal to Or-
albay by a 0-5 unanimous
decision. Oralbay dominated
the bout with his strong
punches, while Narender
fought his way well but could
not bring the world champion
down.

Oralbay won the first round
5-0 with his punches landing
well. He continued his domi-
nance in the second round as
well as his fierce attacks put
Narender in trouble. The Ka-
zakh took a defensive ap-
proach in the third round as
he kept the Indian pugilist at
bay for a 5-0 win.

Meanwhile, Ankush has be-
come the first Indian male
boxer to move into the Asiad
final since Amit Panghal
(49kg) won a gold in the 2018
Jakarta Games. Narender won
the bronze in the men's +92kg
event in the last Games.

This was India's second
confirmed silver medal in
boxing at the ongoing Games.
A little earlier, Parveen Hooda
marched into the final of the
women's 65kg event after a
5-0 win over China's Li Shu.

to weather conditions, while
Sumit was 3-2 up in the first
set. The Korean staged a
comeback and won the first
eight points on resumption on
Tuesday as Sumit was trailing
3-4 in the opener.

However, the former World
No.68 Indian went on to win
nine straight games to seal the
set, and later the match. Sum-
it had lost to Hong in the ATP
Masters 1000 Indian Wells
qualifying round 6-2, 2-6, 6-7
(4). Coming into the Asian
Games, Nagal had lost two
singles matches in India's 1-3
Davis Cup defeat to South
Korea.

He went down to Hyeon
Chung 6-2, 4-6, 5-7, while he
also lost to Soonwoo Kwon in
the singles event 1-6, 2-6. Na-
gal will next face Uzbeki-
stan’s Sergey Fomin in the
next round at the Asian
Games.

Meanwhile, Suresh had a
close-fought encounter
against the Indonesian on his
Asian Games debut. He took
a closely fought first set 7-5
after breaking Gunawan.

Aashima Turns Dream into Asian Games Silyver

NAGOYA

Aashima Ahlawat described
her Asian Games team silver
medal as a dream fulfilled af-
ter India finished second in
the women’s trap team event
at the Aichi-Nagoya Games
on Tuesday.

Aashima, Neeru Dhanda
and Manisha Keer combined
for a score of 328 at the Aichi
Prefecture General Shooting
Gallery to secure the silver
medal. China won gold with
346, while Kuwait finished
third with 325.

For Aashima, the medal
marked a significant mile-
stone in a rapid shooting ca-
reer that began only in 2021.
She joined the junior Indian
shooting team in 2023 before

moving into the se-
nior setup in 2025.
The Indian g
trio produced &
their perfor- A
mance in
challenging
rainy con-
ditions.
Aashi-
m a
said
t h e
weath-
erul-
ti-

mately helped India because
the shooters were accustomed
to competing and training in
similar conditions at home.
The Indian shooters re-
., mained composed as
{ / several competitors
o, struggled with the
# rain, allowing the
g team to move from
bronze position to sil-
ver.
Aashima said the

‘ This medal means
alot tome. When|
started shooting, |

always wanted to
join an Asian Games
team

and win a medal.

- Aashima Ahlawat

' (Indian trap shooter)

achievement was particularly
meaningful because winning
an Asian Games medal had
been one of her ambitions
since she began shooting.
The silver follows her suc-
cess at the Asian Champion-
ships, where she won an in-
dividual bronze and team
gold.

Barely a year into her se-
nior career, Aashima has now
added an Asian Games medal
to her growing collection.

Despite the achievement,
her immediate priority is re-
turning home to Delhi and
celebrating with her family
and friends.

Asked who she would ded-
icate the medal to, Aashima
gave a simple answer — her
mother.

Australia’s Megan Schutt, which
was set in November 2018.

Charani played a key role in In-
dia’s successful campaigns in the
Asia Cup and Asian Games. During
the Asia Cup, she claimed 12 wick-
ets, including outstanding figures of
4/20 against Sri Lanka in the final.
Her spell helped India secure a 72-
run victory and win the tournament
for the eighth time.

Her form continued at the Asian
Games. Charani produced ca-
reer-best figures of 4/10 against Ja-
pan as India progressed to the semi-
finals. She later took two wickets in

Asian Games final.

In the ODI rankings,
West Indies all-rounder
Hayley Matthews rose
three places to fourth af-

Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe’s
Nyasha Gwanzura,
Modester Mupachikwa
and Francisca Chipare
also made significant
gains, while West Indies
bowlers Ashmini Munis-
ar and Aaliyah Alleyne

the T20I Batting Rankings
after scoring 79 in the

ter her record 182 against P

the gold-medal match against Sri

climbed in the rankings.

Sree Charani’s Record:
( Highest-ever T20I
{ %!Z | bowling rating

21 | Above Megan Schutt’s
POINTS previous record

| Charani’s
Asia Cup tally

_ WICKETS

figures against Japan
| Current T201 bowling
ranking posi’tion )

=/

Parveen Hooda marches
into boxing final after 5-0
SF win over Li Shu

NISHIO

India's boxer Parveen Hooda
stormed into the women's
65kg final at the ongoing
Asian Games after registering
a thumping 5-0 win over Chi-
na's Li Shu at the Nishio Gym-
nasium here on Tuesday.
Parveen dominated the bout,
especially in the last two
rounds. She bagged the first
round by a close 3-2 margin as
she landed counter
punches while be-
ing measured in her
approach.

Parveen dominat-
ed the second round
with her hits, while
the Chinese boxer
also landed some
punches. Despite :
this, Parveen won the round
5-0. The Indian pugilist was
superior once again in the third
round as she landed accurate
punches to win the third round
5-0. All five judges voted in
her favour, with three giving
her 29-28 ruling and two giv-
ing 30-27.

Parveen now moves into the
final of the 65kg, where she
will be facing what is expected

to be a pretty tough bout
against Chinese Taipei's Chen
Nien-chin for the gold medal.

Nien-chin is the reigning
Olympic and world bronze
medallist. She has also won a
bronze in the 2023 Asian
Games.

India's Ankush Panghal and
Narender also have their re-
spective semifinals on Tues-
day as the Indian boxers look
to make it to the final.

India have con-
# \ firmed six boxing
Y medals in the ongo-
ing Aichi-Nagoya
Games. All three
boxers in action on
Monday won their
respective bouts.
Kapil Pokhariya,
Priya Ghanghas and
Lovlina Borgohain won their
respective bouts. Priya assured
herself of a medal in the wom-
en's 60kg category after a
unanimous 5-0 win over Tajik-
istan's Mijgona Samadova in
the quarterfinals. Earlier in the
day, Lovlina confirmed herself
of a medal as well with a
strong 5-0 win in the women's
75kg quarterfinal against Ko-
rea's Seong Suyeon.

‘Beating multi-gold
medallist boosted archery
team’s morale”: AAI
General Secy

OKAZAKI CITY

Archery Association of India
(AAI) secretary general Viren-
dra Sachdeva called recurve
archer Neeraj Chauhan's stun-
ning win over multiple-time
Olympic gold medallist Kim
Je-deok a "morale-boosting"
one and heaped praise on the
archers for putting up a good
show at the ongoing Asian
Games 2026. Sachdeva hailed
Neeraj's 6-4 win over Je-deok,
who won team and mixed
team events in the Tokyo 2020
Olympics and defended the
team title in the Paris 2024
Games. "Neeraj delivered a
fantastic performance. Our en-
tire team is doing well, but
beating Korea's multiple
Olympic gold medallist to
reach the quarterfinals has
boosted the morale of the
whole team," Sachdeva told in
an exclusive interaction. "Un-
doubtedly, the Indian shooters
are having a great campaign;
both the men's, women's, and
mixed teams in compound and
recurve have reached the semi-
finals. In the individual events
of compound and recurve, our
archers have made it to the
quarterfinals," he said.
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