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SC strikes down K'taka law validating ‘corrupt’ 2011 recruitment
'RAMPANT CORRUPTION, BLATANT NEPOTISM'

NEW DELHI
 

In a major setback to Karnata-
ka government’s attempt to 
revive a controversial recruit-
ment process, the Supreme 
Court on Thursday struck 
down as unconstitutional a 
Karnataka law that validated 
appointments made through 
the state's tainted 2011 recruit-
ment of gazetted probationers, 
news agency Press Trust of 
India reported.

A bench of Justices J B Par-
diwala and K Vinod Chandran 
held that the legislature could 
not override judicial decisions 
that had upheld the cancella-

tion of a recruitment process 
marred by widespread corrup-
tion and nepotism.

The court allowed appeals 
challenging the Karnataka Civ-
il Services (Validation of Se-
lection and Appointment of 
2011 Batch Gazetted Proba-
tioners) Act, 2022. Appoint-
ments had been made under 
the law despite earlier findings 
of serious irregularities in the 
selection process.

The SC directed the state-
government to begin fresh 
recruitment for the vacancies 
remaining in Group A and 
Group B services under the 
existing rules. It also ordered 
a one-time relaxation of the 
age limit for specified catego-
ries of candidates. These in-
clude the six appellants, eligi-
ble candidates from the earli-
er selection process and peti-
tioners in pending proceed-
ings before the Karnataka 

Administrative Tribunal.
"Having found the Act of 

2022 unconstitutional, we 
cannot but observe that the 
appointments made pursuant 
to the tainted recruitment will 
also come to an end. The pas-
sage of a decade and a half 
from the initial recruitment 
restrains us from resuming the 
entire selection from the stage 
at which it was found tainted; 
i.e., after the stage of the pre-
liminary examination," the 
court said.

The bench directed the state 
government to issue a fresh 

recruitment notification for the 
vacant posts.

"Insofar as the persons who 
are continuing now, if select-
ed, their seniority shall also be 
only from the date of their 
fresh appointment as per the 
selection and recruitment di-
rected by us. However, if the 
persons working now get se-
lected and appointed, the peri-
od they have been in service 
pursuant to their earlier ap-
pointment shall be reckoned 
for computation of their pen-
sion and retirement benefits," 
it said.

The recruitment notification 
was issued on November 3, 
2011, to fill 362 posts. Of the 
1,38,307 candidates who ap-
plied, 91,667 appeared for the 
preliminary examination, 
6,211 qualified for the main 
examination and 1,090 were 
called for interviews.
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SIDDU STING VIDEO 
FABRICATED: BCP

'The statements recorded and evidence gathered so far 
do not substantiate that any such incident took place.'

BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru City Police on 
Thursday said preliminary find-
ings suggest that a viral video 
targeting former chief minister 
Siddaramaiah contains a fabri-
cated and deliberately con-
structed narrative. 

The findings come as investi-
gators examine allegations that 
the purported sting operation 
was intended to damage his rep-
utation and trigger political con-
troversy.

S iddaramaiah  had  ap-
proached the police on October 
6, alleging that the purported 
sting operation was fabricated 
to blackmail him and tarnish his 
public image. In an order issued 
on October 29, police said the 
evidence collected so far did 
not substantiate the alleged sex-
ual abuse depicted in the video.
Video allegedly 
recorded in 2023
As per the police, the video was 
allegedly recorded in 2023 and 
purportedly concerns an inci-
dent dating back to 2011, when 
Siddaramaiah was the Leader of 
the Opposition in Karnataka. 

“The evidence gathered so far 
prima facie indicates that the 
allegations of sexual abuse por-
trayed in the video is part of a 

fabricated and deliberately con-
structed narrative,” said police, 
adding that statements recorded 
from those appearing in the 
footage did not substantiate the 
allegations. 

The original mobile phone 
allegedly used to record the vid-
eo has been recovered and sent 
for forensic examination. Inves-
tigators are examining the cir-
cumstances in which the foot-
age was created and whether it 
was staged or manipulated.
Delhi link emerges; 
one person arrested
The video circulated on social 
media platforms, including 
YouTube and X, during Sep-
tember and October 2026. Po-
lice said anonymous accounts 
used virtual private networks 
(VPNs), masked IP addresses, 
spoofed phone numbers and 
other methods to conceal the 
identities and locations of 
those responsible for 
uploading it. 
   Technical analysis led 
investigators to a mo-
bile phone shop in Del-
hi dealing in used 
and refurbished 
devices. One 
person linked 
to the pro-
curement 

of the phone associated with 
t h e YouTube upload 

was arrested 
in the Na-
tional Capi-
tal Region on 

October 
24.

Lack of evidence: The initial foren-
sic analysis and evidence gathered so 
far show the sexual abuse allegations 
and footage are false and concocted.

Identification of individuals: All 
individuals appearing in the viral video 
have been identified, & some arrests—
including a man from Delhi—have been 

made in connection with the case.
Confession by ‘victim’ in video: 

The woman who appeared in the 
footage told the CCB that she had 
never met Siddaramaiah, was ap-

proached and paid by a group in 2023, 
and was tutored/coached to read 

from a script containing false claims.

Complaint and context: Siddara-
maiah filed a police complaint on Octo-

ber 6, 2026, claiming the video was a 
part of a political conspiracy and black-
mail attempt to tarnish his reputation.

Next steps: Siddaramaiah has briefed 
the Congress high command and is seek-

ing a fair investigation into the matter.

Details of probe 

Nandini milk prices skyrocket

The ruling ends those 
appointments and 

mandates fresh 
recruitment with limited 

age relaxation.

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Cabinet on 
Thursday approved a Rs 8 
per litre hike in Nandini 
milk prices, with the revised 
rates coming into effect 
from November 1. 

Of the total increase, Rs 7 
will go to dairy farmers and Re 
1 to milk cooperatives, Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda said 
after the Cabinet meeting.

The price of basic toned 
milk, currently sold at Rs 46 
per litre, will rise to Rs 54.

Gowda said farmers had 
been facing a crisis, prompting 
members of all parties in the 
Legislative Council to call for 
measures to support them. Milk 
producers had also staged pro-
tests, while cooperatives had 
pressed for a price revision.

"Respecting these demands, 
the Cabinet has today decided 
to increase the price paid to 
milk-producing farmers by Rs 
7 per litre. In addition, the co-
operatives will receive an in-
crease of Re 1 per litre. Thus, 
the total increase will be Rs 8 
per litre," he said.

Gowda said the proposal had 
been discussed at two or three 
Cabinet meetings before the 
decision was taken unanimous-

ly. "This issue was discussed 
two or three times in the Cabi-
net, and we have taken this de-
cision unanimously."

Farmers and cooperative rep-
resentatives had initially de-
manded an increase of at least 

Rs 
10 per litre during meetings 
with the Chief Minister and 
ministers concerned with ani-
mal husbandry and coopera-
tion.

"When farmers staged pro-
tests, representatives of their 
unions met the Chief Minister, 
the Animal Husbandry Minister 
and the Cooperation Minister. 
They demanded that milk pric-
es be increased by at least Rs 
10 per litre. However, we said 
that such a steep increase was 
not feasible," Gowda said.

On the Cabinet's decision, he 
added, "After discussions at 
today's Cabinet meeting 
chaired by the Chief Minister, 
we decided to increase the milk 
price by Rs 8 per litre. Of this, 
Rs 7 will go to farmers and Re 
1 to the milk unions."

Under the revised arrange-
ment, the price paid to farmers 
will increase from Rs 35 to Rs 
42 per litre. The existing state 
government incentive of Rs 5 
per litre will continue, taking 
the total amount received by 
farmers to Rs 47 per litre, in-
cluding the incentive, he added.

Reasons for hike
Surging inputs: Rising costs of 
cattle feed, fodder, veterinary 
medicines, and plastic packaging.
Environmental strain: Severe fod-
der shortages triggered by recent 
drought conditions.
Logistics: Increased transporta-
tion overheads.

Nandini price 
revision breakdown

Effective date: 

November 1

Cooperatives share: 

G1 per litre

Total consumer hike: 

G8 per litre
Farmer payout share: 

G7 per litre

Toned milk price (blue packet):
 Hiked from Rs 46 to Rs 54 per litre.

Bengaluru hotels body opposes hike
Meanwhile, the Bengaluru Hotels Association (BHA) has opposed the price hike, urging au-

thorities to restrict the increase to Rs 2–Rs 3 per litre. The Association warned that the 
steep hike would raise operating costs for hotels and restaurants, which rely heavily on milk 
for preparing beverages and food items. Higher milk prices could force establishments to in-

crease rates for tea, coffee, snacks and other milk-based products, adding to the financial 
burden on consumers. The association has urged the government to reconsider the pro-
posed hike and provide relief to the hospitality industry while supporting dairy farmers.

Previous price hikes
The latest increase will be the fifth hike in Nandini milk prices in recent years. In 

March 2025, prices were raised by Rs 4 per litre. In June 2024, the Karnataka Milk 
Federation (KMF) increased prices by Rs 2 per litre while offering an additional 50 

ml of milk for every litre purchased. The additional quantity was subsequently with-
drawn. In November 2023, prices were increased by Rs 3 per litre, following a similar 
hike in November 2022. Recently, milk unions had sought an increase of Rs 8-10 per 

litre, citing rising input costs and the difficulties faced by farmers due to drought.

‘Dissolve Parliament, hold ballot 
paper polls’: Kharge dares Modi

NEW DELHI
 

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Thursday chal-
lenged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to dissolve Parlia-
ment and hold elections using 
ballot papers, as the INDIA 
bloc prepares to hold a 
mock parliamentary 
session on Friday as 
part of its planned 
“public impeach-
ment” of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar.
'Public impeachment'  
of CEC today
The opposition alliance is 
scheduled to hold the symbolic 
protest at Kharge’s residence 
in New Delhi at 3.30 pm on 
Friday, after its attempts to or-
ganise the programme at other 
venues ran into permission 
hurdles. The exercise is in-
tended to raise allegations of 
electoral irregularities and de-
mand accountability from the 
Election Commission.

The programme comes 

ahead of the Opposition’s No-
vember 1 rally in Delhi against 
alleged “vote theft” and the 
electoral roll revision exercise.

Kharge said MPs would 
gather to express their views 
on Kumar’s conduct, alleging 
that the Chief Election Com-

missioner was undermin-
ing democratic norms. 

“The conduct of Gya-
nesh Kumar and the 
scheme to dismantle 
democratic norms, 

acting on the direc-
tives of Modi-ji and 

Shah-ji, are making every 
effort to destroy democracy.”

Taking aim at Modi over his 
remarks on ballot-paper elec-
tions, the Congress chief chal-
lenged the Prime Minister to 
demonstrate his willingness to 
hold a parliamentary election 
using paper ballots. “They are 
mocking the demand for ballot 
papers. Well, do it then! If you 
have the courage, dissolve Par-
liament and conduct the elec-
tions on ballot paper.”

He said electoral victories in 

smaller contests would not ad-
dress the concerns of the pub-
lic, arguing that inflation, un-
employment and issues affect-
ing young people should re-
ceive greater attention. “Today, 
the discussion should be about 
inflation, unemployment, and 
the issues faced by the youth. 
That is what needs to be talked 
about. Setting all of that aside, 
they keep saying Congress is 
nowhere to be seen here or 
there. There was a time when 
they had only two seats in the 
entire Parliament; should we 
keep harping on that?” 

He criticised Modi for mak-
ing what he described as snide 
remarks about the Congress, 
saying the Opposition would 
raise its concerns through the 
planned programme.

They are mocking the de-
mand for ballot papers. Well, 

do it then! If you have the courage, 
dissolve Parliament and conduct 
the elections on ballot paper.

-Mallikarjun Kharge,  
Congress president

The integrity of our elections 
is a supreme democratic val-

ue. The evidence and the allega-
tions must be fully investigated.

-Isaac Herzog, Israeli President

Appointments stand terminated
Following the judgment, all 191 appoint-
ments made under the unconstitutional 

2022 Act stand terminated. The SC direct-
ed the Karnataka govt to conduct fresh 

recruitments for the vacant Group A and B 
posts under current rules, while granting a 
one-time age relaxation to the untainted 
candidates from the original 2011 batch.

Details of the ruling
Bench: A SC bench comprising Justices 
JB Pardiwala and K Vinod Chandran 
delivered the verdict.

Overturned law: The 2022 Act was en-
acted by the Karnataka legislature to 
validate the appointment of 362 Group 
A and Group B Gazetted Probationers 
selected through a 2011 KPSC exam.

Why it was struck down: The SC ruled 
that the entire 2011 recruitment process 
was vitiated by "rampant corruption and 
blatant nepotism". While a state legisla-
ture can remove the legal basis of a judi-
cial decision retrospectively, it cannot di-
rectly annul or sit in appeal over final judg-
ments issued by constitutional courts.

State bus fare hike imminent, 
final decision on Nov 4: Min

Cabinet nod for separate Adivasi 
Development Corp for PVTGs

Bengaluru: The Karnataka Cabinet 
on Thursday approved the estab-
lishment of a separate Adivasi De-
velopment Corporation for Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs), with an initial allocation 
of around Rs 336 crore. The pro-
posed corporation will focus on the development of around 2.82 
lakh people belonging to particularly vulnerable tribal communities, 
including the Irula, Soliga, Jenu Kuruba, Kadu Kuruba, Kudiyas and 
Siddis, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Krishna Byre Gowda said on 
Thursday after the Cabinet meeting. "We need a separate develop-
ment corporation for them because their living conditions are very 
different. When they are grouped with all other Scheduled Tribes, it 
becomes difficult to ensure that the benefits and facilities intended 
for them reach them adequately," Gowda said. He said around 32 
sub-communities, castes and smaller groups were expected to be 
covered, though the exact number would be confirmed later.

Bengaluru: Transport Minister 
Byrathi Suresh on Thursday said a 
final decision on the imminent 
hike in bus fares would be taken 
on November 4. 

Speaking to reporters after the 
Cabinet meeting, he said the pro-
posal was discussed at length.

He said the four State Transport 
Undertakings (STUs) were facing 
"severe financial stress" following 
five fuel price hikes by the Centre 
over the past year. The state had 
already decided to increase bus 
fares to ease the financial burden 

on the corporations to some extent 
and provide better transport ser-
vices to the public, he said.

Chief Minister DK Shivakumar 
discussed the issue with all cabinet 
ministers, and after seeking their 
views, entrusted the Transport De-
partment with taking a decision on 
the fare hike, Suresh said.

As part of the process, a meeting 
with senior officials of all four 
STUs will be held on November 3 
and the final decision will be an-
nounced on November 4, Suresh  
added.

Israel probes poll after 
Netanyahu alleges Arab rigging
JERUSALEM

 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu on Thursday 
intensified allegations of elec-
tion fraud by Arab-led parties, 
describing suspected foreign 
interference as an 'earthquake', 
as the top electoral body asked 
the internal security agency to 
investigate the matter.

In an X post, he cited Central 
Elections Committee chief Jus-
tice Noam Sohlberg's decision 
to ask Shin Bet chief David 
Zini to probe suspicions of for-
eign funding and improper in-
fluence in Tuesday's election.
     "The Ra'amgate affair is an 
earthquake. They stole the 
elections in Israel!' he wrote, 
targeting the Arab-led Ra'am 
(the United Arab List) and the 
Joint List alliance. 

The allegations come amid an 
inconclusive poll in which nei-
ther Netanyahu's bloc nor the 
opposition camp led by former 
military chief Gadi Eisenkot se-
cured a majority in the Knesset, 
Israel's Parliament.  As per the 
latest partial count, Netanyahu's 
bloc had 53 seats against 48 for 
Eisenkot's camp, while Arab-led 
parties were projected to win 
19 seats. At least 61 seats are 
required for a majority in the 
120-member Knesset.
Role of Arab-led parties 
 in govt formation
The Arab-led parties primarily 
represent Palestinian citizens 
of Israel, who account for 

about a fifth of the country's 
population. Ra'am, led by Man-
sour Abbas, and the Joint List 
have been projected to hold a 
potentially influential position 
in government formation. 
Ra'am had previously joined 
the coalition in 2021 under 
then-prime minister Naftali 
Bennett and Yair Lapid. That 
government collapsed in 2022, 
resulting in another election.
President Herzog calls  
for thorough probe
President Isaac Herzog on 
Thursday called for a thorough 
investigation into the allega-
tions, while cautioning against 
casting suspicion on an entire 
community that had sought to 
exercise its right to vote. "The 
integrity of our elections is a 
supreme democratic value. The 
evidence and the allegations 
must be fully investigated."

Flares set off in Albanian parliament
Tirana: Dramatic scenes un-
folded in Albania’s parliament 
on Thursday as opposition law-
makers set off smoke bombs 
and flares, turning a parliamen-
tary session into a confronta-
tion over growing anti-govern-
ment protests and demands for 
Prime Minister Edi Rama to 
resign.

They disrupted a vote attend-
ed by Rama, banging on desks 
and throwing objects, including 

water bottles, towards the PM. 
They gathered near the podium 
with photographs of protesters 
allegedly injured by police and 
banners supporting student 
strikes. “Rama resign!” they 
chanted. The disruption comes 
amid renewed protests in the 
capital, Tirana, where students 
have taken to the streets since 
mid-October to demand greater 
support for education and call 
for Rama’s resignation.

 per litre!

The demand for a milk price 
hike has been there for the last 

couple of years. The price has been 
increased to prevent losses to farm-
ers. The government is helping farm-
ers, and farmers are important to us.

-DK Shivakumar,Chief Minister

 More on page 10
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CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Public transit across the city 
is embracing smart technolo-
gy to tackle daily commuter 
rushes. The Bangalore Metro-
politan Transport Corporation 
has announced a pilot project 
to install advanced Automatic 
Passenger Counting systems 
across 30 transit vehicles. 
This innovative initiative 
aims to manage heavy passen-
ger crowds more efficiently, 
optimize fleet deployment, 
and significantly improve 
overall public transportation 
services.

Under the pilot program, 
specialized optical sensors 
and cameras will be mounted 
directly above bus entry doors 
to automatically log every 
boarding passenger. This live 
count will be cross-referenced 
with data from electronic tick-
et machines. By matching ac-
tual rider numbers against 
ticket issuance logs, transit 

authorities can spot operation-
al discrepancies, minimize 
revenue leaks, and ensure ac-
curate passenger reconcilia-
tion.

The smart technology will 
provide deep insights into rid-
ership trends, travel patterns, 
and peak demand periods. 
The system records 
exact passenger 
numbers at ev-
ery single stop, 
i d e n t i f y i n g 
which routes ex-
perience heavy 
congestion. Armed 
with this empirical 
data, planners can strategical-
ly deploy extra buses to busy 
corridors during rush hours, 
ensuring vehicles match re-
al-time commuter needs.

City officials will closely 
monitor the performance of 
these 30 equipped buses be-
fore considering a broader 
citywide rollout. If the pilot 
successfully improves route 

planning and ticket audit-
ing, the transit agency 
plans to scale up the tech-
nology across a larger 

portion of its active fleet.
This move highlights a 

broader shift toward da-
ta-driven urban mobility in 
local public transport. By ac-
curately tracking where and 
when residents rely on bus 
services, transport authorities 
can make smarter scheduling 
decisions, reduce wait times, 
and deliver a more conve-
nient, reliable travel experi-
ence for millions of daily 
commuters.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Judicial authorities have 
cleared the legal path for ma-
jor security upgrades at the 
state’s central correctional fa-
cility. A division bench of the 
Karnataka High Court has 
officially upheld the land ac-
quisition process designed for 
the expansion, security en-
hancement, and staff housing 
construction at the Parappana 
Agrahara Central Prison. This 
ruling sets aside a previous 
single-judge order that had 
previously quashed the gov-
ernment’s final notification.

The high-profile verdict 
was delivered by a bench con-
sisting of Justice D.K. Singh 
and Justice H. Shanthibhu-
shan after reviewing an ap-
peal brought forward by the 
State Government. The judges 
emphasized that public wel-
fare and collective safety out-
weigh private property rights. 
Given rising inmate popula-
tions and increasingly com-
plex criminal networks, the 
court noted that the govern-
ment has a fundamental con-
stitutional duty to modernize 
correctional facilities, enforce 
strict security measures, sup-
port inmate rehabilitation, and 

provide adequate housing for 
prison personnel.

Legal arguments from land-
owners suggesting alternative 
locations in Devanahalli were 
firmly rejected by the bench. 
The court backed the govern-
ment’s stance that building 
multi-storey structures direct-
ly adjacent to the existing fa-

cility which currently houses 
over 5,000 inmates would 
create severe security vulner-
abilities. Furthermore, the 
judges clarified that reports 
from land acquisition officers 
remain strictly advisory, leav-
ing final decision-making 
power with the executive 
branch.

The legal dispute originated 
from a 2012 preliminary noti-
fication and a 2013 final noti-
fication targeting 19 acres and 
18 guntas in Naganathapura 
village. This land is intended 
to create a crucial 200-metre 
safety buffer zone around the 
prison perimeter. Although a 
single-judge bench originally 
invalidated the notification 
over technicalities regarding 
land officer reports, the divi-
sion bench has now restored 
the acquisition process.

Additionally, the court in-
structed authorities to initiate 
appropriate legal proceedings 
concerning unauthorized res-
idential layouts, engineering 
workshops, and permanent 
structures built on the contest-
ed plots. This decisive ruling 
paves the way for vital secu-
rity enhancements and infra-
structure development across 
the municipal region.

Minister Jarkiholi defends 
state’s SIR process

Minister Satish Jarkiholi praised Karnataka’s voter list revision, 
contradicting ruling party leaders who condemned the cleanup.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Senior state leadership is ex-
periencing internal friction 
regarding recent electoral roll 
modifications. While promi-
nent ruling party officials 
have fiercely condemned the 
Special Intensive Revision 
across Karnataka, Minister 
Satish Jarkiholi has publicly 
praised the Election Commis-
sion, declaring that the exten-
sive voter list cleanup within 
the state was executed cor-
rectly and professionally.

The contrasting political 
stance emerged during a press 
briefing in the capital, catch-
ing party colleagues off 
guard. High-ranking officials, 
including Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar and state party 
heads, have vocally protested 
the removal of nearly one 
crore voter names. They ar-
gue that marginalized com-
munities, including minority 
and Dalit populations, faced 
deliberate targeting. The party 
has even organized national 
demonstrations in New Delhi 
to protest the revision frame-
work and demand leadership 
changes within election over-

sight bodies.
Despite these collective ob-

jections, Jarkiholi defended 
the local execution of the pro-
cess. He explained that com-
prehensive staff training in 
Karnataka ensured the opera-
tion ran smoothly, resulting in 
the justified removal of dupli-
cated, relocated, or deceased 
voters. The massive revision 
reduced total registered voters 

from 5.5 crore down to 4.5 
crore after dropping over 99 
lakh inactive entries.

While voicing support for 
the state’s administrative han-
dling, the Minister acknowl-
edged valid concerns regard-
ing similar revision exercises 
in other regions like West 
Bengal, Maharashtra, and Bi-
har. He maintained that oppo-
sition protests in those areas 

stem from administrative 
flaws, whereas Karnataka’s 
implementation avoided such 
pitfalls.

This unexpected divergence 
in political messaging high-
lights internal debates within 
the ruling administration as 
leaders balance party opposi-
tion against official electoral 
operations. Local authorities 
continue defending the statis-
tical accuracy of the updated 
voter database, even as state 
leaders prepare for upcoming 
national demonstrations 
against the sweeping electoral 
reforms.

Minister Satish Jarkiholi.

Parappana Agrahara prison 
expansion upheld by HC

A tongue without discipline, says Kharge
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Political tensions within the 
state escalated sharply as Kar-
nataka Home Minister Pri-
yank Kharge launched a blis-
tering verbal assault against 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy. Utilizing social 
media platform X to voice his 
frustration, Kharge character-
ized his rival’s public remarks 
using the sharp rebuke, “a 
tongue without discipline, 
speech without thought.” The 
escalating war of words high-
lights deepening animosities 
between key political figures 
as regional leaders trade accu-
sations over past alliances, 
administrative decisions, and 
online controversies.

Kharge did not hold back in 
his critique, questioning the 
consistency and coherence of 
the Union Minister’s state-
ments. He asserted that Ku-
maraswamy frequently chang-
es positions, lacking clear di-
rection from one day to the 
next. According to the Home 
Minister, political maneuvers 
involving former Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah are being 
exploited maliciously, com-
paring the opposition’s tactics 
to “setting fire to someone 

else’s house to cook one’s 
own meal.” Kharge further 
argued that historical records 
prove Kumaraswamy has 
been among Siddaramaiah’s 
fiercest critics, alleging that 
past political actions inten-
tionally obstructed Siddara-
maiah’s rise to higher office.

The friction intensified as 
the debate expanded to per-
sonal and familial matters. 
Kharge challenged the Union 
Minister to demonstrate mor-
al integrity by addressing on-
going investigations involv-
ing online troll networks and 
IT cell operations. He point-
edly asked why individuals 

linked to those digital net-
works have evaded police 
questioning and demanded 
answers regarding alleged 
conspiracies hatched during 
recent international trips, 
specifically referencing over-
seas engagements tied to cul-
tural events.

In a particularly scathing 
personal jab, Kharge ques-
tioned Kumaraswamy’s ca-
pacity for familial fairness, 
suggesting that an inability to 
tolerate the success of his 
own sibling’s family makes it 
impossible for him to wish 
well for political rivals. He 
urged his opponent to culti-
vate greater dignity, speak 
the truth, and bring more 
gravitas to public discourse.

This latest clash follows a 
series of heated exchanges 
and counter-threats between 
the two camps. Union Minis-
ter Kumaraswamy previously 
fired back with sharp retorts, 
vowing to expose political 
misdeeds and insisting he will 
not step down from the polit-
ical stage. As both leaders 
continue trading public sal-
vos, the bitter rivalry shows 
no signs of abating, keeping 
political circles across the 
capital on edge.

BMTC trials smart passenger 
counting in 30 buses

Court permits GBA to seal unlicensed PGs
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

Municipal authorities have 
received full judicial backing 
to clamp down on unlawful 
residential accommodations 
across the technology capital. 
The Karnataka High Court 
has officially authorized the 
Greater Bengaluru Authority 
and local municipal corpora-
tions to lock up paying guest 
accommodations operating in 
flagrant violation of estab-
lished safety standards and 
municipal regulations.

The strict judicial order 
was issued by Justice Suraj 
Govindaraj during ongoing 
legal proceedings concerning 
regulatory compliance and 
safety protocols in shared 
housing. Counsel represent-
ing the municipal authority 
assured the bench that the ad-
ministration stands fully pre-
pared to execute aggressive 
enforcement measures against 
noncompliant establishments 
that ignore prior safety direc-
tives. During the proceedings, 
the bench emphasized that 
while shared housing accom-
modations remain vital for 
working professionals mov-
ing into the city, an irrespon-
sible approach to tenant safe-
ty is entirely unacceptable. 
The court warned that failing 
to enforce rigid regulatory 
standards threatens the well-
being of thousands of corpo-
rate employees and places 
entire organizational work-
forces at severe risk.

Recent municipal surveys 

revealed a staggering number 
of unauthorized facilities op-
erating within local neighbor-
hoods. Out of 5,480 total pay-
ing guest establishments 
identified across Bengaluru, 
an alarming 3,597 are run-
ning entirely without valid 
legal licenses, accounting for 
nearly 66 percent of the total 
market. This widespread non-
compliance has sparked deep 
judicial concern regarding 
basic fire safety, hygiene, and 
structural security.

Although facility operators 
petitioned the court for an ex-

tended grace period to 
achieve compliance with 
newly issued municipal 
guidelines, the bench declined 
immediate relief and post-
poned further hearings until 
November 4. The court previ-
ously established comprehen-
sive standard operating proce-
dures covering regular inspec-
tions, security monitoring, 
and strict license verification.

City administrators are now 
gearing up to execute wide-
spread inspections and seal 
dangerous establishments. 
This decisive legal interven-

tion marks a major turning 
point in urban governance, 
aiming to protect vulnerable 
tenants, eradicate illegal oper-
ations, and ensure that all res-
idential facilities across local 
neighborhoods meet rigorous 
safety standards.

A paying guest accommodation poster on a wall in Bengaluru.

Court rules paternity 
denial is cruelty

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
ruled that a husband cast-
ing aspersions on his wife’s 

character, denying their 
child’s paternity, and refus-
ing a DNA test constitutes 

severe mental cruelty. A di-
vision bench of Justice M.I. 
Arun and Justice Raghav-

endra Sitaram Srivatsa set 
aside a Family Court order 
that had previously grant-

ed a divorce. The court 
noted that the husband 
failed to substantiate his 

claims and that the couple 
had not lived apart for the 
mandatory two years un-
der the Indian Divorce Act. 
Consequently, the bench 

overturned the decree, up-
holding legal protections 

for the wife and child.

HC restrains media 
from broadcasting 

sting
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has issued an interim in-

junction preventing media 
platforms from broad-

casting an alleged sting 
operation video involving 
a former MLA. Justice K.V. 
Aravind presided over the 
case. The former MLA ap-
proached the High Court 

after a private media 
channel threatened to air 
the footage and the trial 
court declined to grant a 

restraining order. The 
bench observed that 

broadcasting the video 
would violate the peti-

tioner’s privacy and cause 
irreparable harm.  

Court clears citizen in 
slogan controversy

CH NEWS, BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
has quashed a criminal case 
against D.S. Ravikumar, who 

was accused of shouting 
“Pakistan Zindabad” during a 

2022 BJP protest. Justice V. 
Srishananda presided over 
the matter. The petitioner’s 

counsel argued that the slo-
gan was shouted inadvert-
ently under immense pres-
sure without any malicious 

intent. Reviewing the records, 
the bench noted that the act 

lacked intent, the accused 
had no criminal background, 
and the slip did not disrupt 

public peace. Consequently, 
the court dismissed the 

charges, bringing a legal end 
to the four-year-old case.

Jarkiholi’s stance
Justification of deletions

Removing voters who have 
relocated, passed away or hold 
duplicate registrations is justifiable 
and necessary

Contrast with other states
He backs the exercise in Karnataka 
but objects to flawed SIR 
executions in West Bengal, 
Maharashtra and Bihar

Internal party discord
His defence contrasts with 
colleagues who claim the exercise 
targeted specific communities

The Karnataka High 
Court upheld the land 

acquisition for 
Parappana Agrahara 

Central Prison 
expansion, prioritizing 
security and rejecting 
alternative locations 

proposed by 
landowners.

“A tongue without 
discipline, speech 

without thought.”
— Priyank Kharge, Home 

Minister

BMTC pilot project
Sensors and cameras over 
the doors log every boarding 
passenger

Headcounts matched with 
ETM tickets to curb 
ticketless travel
Data on busy corridors and 
peak hours to deploy more 
buses

PG SAFETY ORDER

3,597 of the 5,480 PGs identified 
across Bengaluru run without a 
valid licence

HIGH COURT 
DIRECTIVE

Unlicensed units: over 65% of 
the city’s PGs run without 
authorization, municipal 
surveys show

Sealing powers: the GBA and 
city corporations may seal 
unauthorized or hazardous 
premises

Next steps: operators must file 
compliance affidavits; the 
hearing resumes on November 4

Karnataka Govt releases 
D2,500 drought relief

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
 

The Karnataka State Govern-
ment has officially ordered 
the disbursement of 2,500 ru-
pees in drought relief directly 
to farmers impacted by severe 
dry spells and low rainfall. 
Fulfilling a commitment 
made during a recent special 
legislative session, the admin-
istration is releasing these 
emergency funds from the 
State Disaster Response Fund 
without waiting for assistance 
from the central government's 
national allocation. Out of 
240 taluks across the state, an 
overwhelming 226 have been 
officially declared drought 
affected.

The financial rollout has 
generated considerable dis-
cussion among agricultural 
communities and political 
leaders. While the initial an-
nouncement sparked demands 
from critics and farming orga-
nizations urging authorities to 
increase the payout to 2,500 
rupees, the state has proceed-
ed with an initial installment 
of 2,500 rupees per eligible 
grower. State leaders clarified 
that once additional funds are 
secured from the National Di-
saster Response Fund, supple-
men ta ry  compensa t ion 
aligned with established relief 
guidelines will be disbursed 
to qualifying agriculturalists.

Farmers are not required to 
submit individual physical ap-
plications or paperwork to 
claim this financial support. 

Beneficiary lists are compiled 
automatically using verified 
agricultural databases, specif-
ically drawing information 
from the Farmer Registration 
and Unified Beneficiary In-
formation System along with 
comprehensive Kharif crop 
survey records.

Eligibility for the compen-
sation follows a structured 
framework. Payments are 
restricted to a maximum of 
two hectares per individual, 
with funds transferred direct-
ly via bank accounts linked 
to official identification 
numbers. Disbursements will 
proceed systematically, pri-
oritizing small landholders 
first, followed by medium 
and larger farms. Further-
more, the distribution se-
quence will cover rainfed 
crops initially, transition to 
irrigated crops, and conclude 
with perennial crop holdings. 
Lands converted for nonag-
ricultural use, government 
plots, and properties ac-
quired for irrigation projects 
are strictly excluded from 
receiving payouts.

Local district administra-
tions are closely overseeing 
the distribution process to en-
sure transparency and ac-
countability. Deputy Commis-
sioners must authorize all 
compensation payments using 
secure digital signatures, and 
complete transaction logs will 
be published openly on the 
official Parihara software por-
tal for public review. 
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CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

The bandh called by farmers 
of Chimmannachod and 
neighbouring villages de-
manding the release of water 
from the Nagarala reservoir 
under the Lower Mullamari 
Project received a strong re-
sponse on Thursday.

Farmers demanded the re-
lease of water into the river 
and main canal, along with 
the restoration of the electric-
ity supply that had been dis-
connected.

Shops and commercial es-
tablishments remained closed 
from the morning as farmers 
extended their support to the 
bandh. Protesters blocked 
State Highway-75 and erected 
a tent on the road to conduct a 
public meeting, highlighting 
their grievances and urging 
the authorities to address their 
demands immediately.

The farmers expressed 
strong resentment over the 
delay in releasing water from 
the reservoir. They said the 
availability of water was es-
sential for agricultural activi-

ties in the region and urged 
officials to release water into 
the river and main canal with-
out further delay.

They also demanded the 
immediate restoration of the 
disconnected electricity con-
nection, stating that the dis-
ruption had added to the diffi-
culties faced by farmers.

The protest witnessed par-
ticipation from farmers of 
Chimmannachod, Nagarala, 
Garampal l i ,  Ta ja lapur, 
Kanakapur, Khodavandapur, 
Dotikola, Naranal and several 
other surrounding villages.

The bandh had a significant 
impact on normal activities in 

Chimmannachod, particularly 
because Thursday is the vil-
lage’s weekly market day. 
With shops and commercial 
establishments remaining 
closed, residents and traders 
faced inconvenience. People 
were seen sitting outside shut-
tered shops as the protest con-
tinued.

The protesters said their ag-
itation was the result of the 
authorities’ failure to respond 
adequately to their demands. 
They called for immediate in-
tervention to ensure water 
availability for agriculture and 
restore electricity services.

Several farmer leaders and 

local residents participated in 
the protest, including San-
gareddy Narasan, Ramreddy 
Patil, Sharanreddy Vireddy, 
J a g a d i s h  Te l k a m p a l l i , 
Narasappa Kodadoor, Mallu 
Kudambal, Mohammed Hus-
sain Nayakodi, Jagannath Ho-
samani, Gautam Metri, Basa-
varaj Burukapalli and others.

The farmers urged the con-
cerned authorities to take im-
mediate action to resolve the 
issue and prevent further 
hardship to the farming com-
munity.

Chimmannachod bandh sees strong 
response over water demand

FARMERS DEMANDED THE RELEASE OF RIVER AND CANAL WATER, 
ALONG WITH THE RESTORATION OF DISCONNECTED ELECTRICITY.

Garbage pile near commissioner’s 
residence raises health concerns

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

A heap of garbage lying 
along the main road behind 
the Kalaburagi City Corpora-
tion Commissioner’s resi-
dence near Jagat Circle has 
raised concerns among resi-
dents over foul smell, unhy-
gienic conditions and poten-
tial health risks.

According to local resi-
dents, the garbage has re-
mained uncleared for the past 
four days, causing inconve-
nience to pedestrians and 
commuters using the road. 
People passing through the 
area have reportedly been 
forced to cover their noses 
due to the unpleasant smell 
emanating from the accumu-
lated waste.

Residents alleged that shop-

keepers and people living in 
nearby houses were dumping 
garbage at the spot without 
segregating it. The waste has 
accumulated along the road-
side, while an adjoining open 
drain has also become a 
dumping point.

The unhygienic surround-
ings have reportedly attracted 
rats and created conditions 
that could encourage mosqui-
to breeding, raising fears of 
infectious diseases. Residents 
expressed particular concern 

over the safety of children 
who frequently play in the vi-
cinity and may be exposed to 
contaminated waste.

The situation has also raised 
questions about the regularity 
of waste collection and the 
maintenance of public spaces 
in the locality.

Residents said the location 
should not be allowed to be-
come a permanent dumping 

ground and called for sus-
tained efforts to maintain 
cleanliness.

They expect the City Cor-
poration to take prompt action 
to restore hygienic conditions, 
eliminate the foul smell and 
protect public health. Regular 
inspections and proper waste 
management, they said, are 
essential to prevent similar 
problems in the future.

Farmers allege poor 
quality in Wadi 

road project

CH NEWS, KALABURAGI

Allegations of substandard 
construction have emerged in 
the development of a four-ki-
lometre road connecting Halk-
herti and Hannikera villages 
near Wadi, raising concerns 
among farmers who have long 
demanded improved road con-
nectivity.

The road project, estimated 
to cost ₹96.15 lakh, is intend-
ed to provide better access to 
agricultural fields and im-
prove the transportation of 
farm produce. However, farm-
ers have alleged that inferior 
materials are being used 
during the initial stages of 
construction, raising questions 
about whether the prescribed 
quality standards are being 
followed.

According to local farmers, 
soil taken from the bunds of 
adjoining agricultural fields 
has been used for the road-
work. They have also alleged 
that inferior stone chips, re-
portedly generated by polish-
ing machines, have been used 
for the foundation instead of 
suitable construction materi-
als.

Farmers from Hannikera 
said the poor condition of the 
existing road had made it dif-
ficult to reach their agricultur-
al lands and transport pro-
duce. They had welcomed the 
commencement of the project, 
expecting it to resolve their 
long-standing transportation 
problems.

However, the allegations of 
poor-quality materials have 
caused disappointment among 
residents, who fear that the 
road may not provide lasting 

benefits if construction stan-
dards are compromised.

“We were happy that our 
long-standing demand for a 
proper road was finally being 
fulfilled. 

However, the alleged use of 
inferior materials has raised 
concerns. The authorities 
must ensure that the road is 
constructed to the required 
standards,” local residents 
said.

Quality assured
Responding to the allega-
tions, Vishnukanth, Assistant 
Executive Engineer of the 
Panchayat Raj Engineering 
Department, said the road 
was currently undergoing 
foundation strengthening 
work.

He stated that hard murum 
should be used for strengthen-
ing the foundation and that 
inferior stone chips should not 
be used for the purpose. He 
assured that the work was still 
in progress and that there 
would be no compromise on 
construction quality.

Farmers have urged the de-
partment to closely monitor 
the project and ensure that 
appropriate materials and con-
struction methods are used. 
They expect the authorities to 
address their concerns and de-
liver a durable road that im-
proves connectivity and sup-
ports agricultural activities in 
the region.

Bhima river dries up, Indi faces drinking water crisis
CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

The drying up of the Bhima 
River amid severe drought 
has triggered a drinking water 
crisis in Indi town, forcing 
residents to depend on private 
borewells and demand the ur-
gent release of water from 
Maharashtra’s Ujani Reser-
voir.

Around six years ago, a 
24x7 drinking water supply 
project was implemented at a 
cost of approximately ₹100 
crore to provide continuous 
water supply to Indi from the 

Bhima River. However, the 
river’s declining water levels 
have severely disrupted the 
system, leaving residents 
struggling to meet their daily 
needs.

Residents have alleged that 
the authorities failed to make 
adequate alternative arrange-
ments despite signs of falling 
water levels. With municipal 
water sources drying up, 
women and elderly people are 
being forced to carry pots and 
travel in search of water. Eco-
nomically weaker and mid-
dle-income households are 

also facing difficulties.
Many households had 

stopped using their private 
borewells after the 24x7 water 
supply project was intro-
duced. With the municipal 
supply now affected, residents 
face the additional burden of 
repairing and restoring these 
unused sources.

Residents have urged the 
Indi Municipal Council to 
take immediate measures to 
restore drinking water supply. 
They have also demanded that 
the Karnataka government 
hold urgent discussions with 

Maharashtra to secure the re-
lease of water from Ujani Res-
ervoir into the Bhima River.

Another demand is to tem-
porarily divert water through 
canals under the Upper Krish-
na Project to address the 
shortage. Residents have 
called for alternative water 
sources and a permanent con-
tingency plan to prevent sim-
ilar crises in the future.

Officials in touch with 
Maharashtra
Indi Sub-Divisional Officer 
Chidanand Guruswamy said 

the administration was in con-
stant contact with Maharash-
tra officials regarding the re-
lease of water.

“We are in constant touch 
with officials of the Maha-
rashtra government. Their of-
ficials informed us that 3,500 
cusecs of water had been re-
leased into the Bhima River,” 
he said.

The release is expected to 
provide some relief, depend-
ing on the flow reaching Indi 
and the arrangements made to 
draw and distribute the water. 
Residents are now awaiting the restoration of a reliable drinking water supply.

Sriramulu calls Shivakumar an 
empty-handed Chief Minister

CH NEWS, YADGIR

Former Karnataka Minister 
and BJP leader B. Sriramulu 
on Thursday criticised the 
Congress government, accus-
ing it of neglecting Kalyana 
Karnataka, failing to address 
farmers’ problems and allow-
ing law and order to deterio-
rate.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Yadgir, Sriramulu de-
scribed Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar as an “emp-
ty-handed Chief Minister” 
and alleged that the state’s 
financial condition and farm-
ers’ difficulties had worsened 
under the Congress govern-
ment.

He said drought had severe-
ly affected Kalyana Karnataka 
and accused the government 
of failing to provide adequate 
relief to people facing water 
shortages and agricultural dis-
tress.

“The people of Kalyana 
Karnataka are struggling with 

drought, but those in power 
are not adequately concerned 
about their plight. The gov-
ernment announced drought 
relief of ₹2,500, but even that 
assistance should not be de-
nied to farmers,” he said.

Referring to the ongoing 
agitation by sugarcane farm-
ers, Sriramulu alleged that the 
government was citing a lack 
of funds instead of resolving 
their demands. He criticised 
the administration for failing 
to provide relief to farmers.

Targets Priyank Kharge 
over law and order
Sriramulu also targeted Min-
ister Priyank Kharge over the 
law and order situation, citing 
alleged criminal incidents, 
including the murder of law-
yers in broad daylight. He 
further claimed that illegal 
activities such as matka and 
betting had increased and ex-
pressed concern over the al-
leged spread of ganja con-
sumption among young peo-

ple.
He accused the Home 

Department of focusing on 
criticism of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
instead of addressing public 
safety concerns.

Predicting a setback for the 
Congress in the 2028 Assem-
bly elections, Sriramulu re-
ferred to the party’s defeat in 
the recent North-East Teach-
ers’ Constituency Legislative 
Council election, claiming it 
reflected public dissatisfac-
tion.

He also criticised AICC 
p r e s i d e n t  M a l l i k a r j u n 
Kharge’s remarks concerning 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his family, saying 
political discourse should 
avoid personal attacks.

Sriramulu further com-
mented on the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls and predicted a 
decline in the Congress’s in-
fluence nationally and in Kar-
nataka.

NDA poll victory warns Congress 
government: Nagaraj

CH NEWS, VIJAYAPURA

BJP national vice-president 
and Rajya Sabha member M. 
Nagaraj on Thursday de-
scribed the NDA’s victory in 
the recent Legislative Council 
elections as a strong message 
to the Congress government 
in Karnataka.

He said the BJP was prepar-
ing for the 2028 Assembly 
elections and the upcoming 
Taluk Panchayat and Zilla 
Panchayat polls.

Speaking to the media, 
Nagaraj said the results re-
flected the support of educat-
ed teachers for the NDA alli-
ance. He credited BJP state 
president B.Y. Vijayendra, the 
state leadership and party 
workers for their efforts.

Nagaraj alleged that Karna-
taka was facing serious finan-
cial difficulties and accused 
the Congress government of 

prioritising the interests of its 
high command. He said the 
election results should serve 
as a warning to the ruling par-
ty.

Questions Rahul 
Gandhi’s EVM 
allegations
Reacting to Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s allegations of 
vote theft and criticism of 
electronic voting machines 
(EVMs), Nagaraj questioned 
the Congress’s repeated ob-
jections to electoral processes. 
He argued that election results 
should be respected, regard-
less of the outcome.

Demands support for 
sugarcane farmers
On the ongoing protests by 
sugarcane farmers, Nagaraj 
urged the Karnataka govern-
ment to announce its financial 
assistance for affected farmers 

without delay.
He said the state govern-

ment should clarify whether it 
would provide ₹500, ₹800 or 
₹1,000 in assistance, adding 
that the Centre and state had 
responsibilities in addressing 
farmers’ concerns.

Nagaraj said a committee 
constituted by the Union gov-
ernment was expected to visit 
the region and hold discus-
sions with sugar factory own-
ers and farmers. He assured 

that the BJP would support 
the farmers’ demands.

Bidar teacher 
sponsors flight 

trip for SSLC 
toppers

CH NEWS, BIDAR

Kannada-medium sci-
ence teacher Rafiq 
Talikoti has spent 

₹50,000 from his own 
pocket to reward merito-

rious students with a 
flight journey. Eight SSLC 
toppers from Karnataka 
High School, run by the 

Karnataka National 
Education Society in 

Bidar, travelled by air from 
Bidar to Bengaluru on 

Tuesday morning, accom-
panied by their teacher. 
Four girls and four boys 
participated in the trip, 

while two other selected 
students could not join 
due to unavoidable cir-

cumstances. Talikoti said 
the initiative aimed to 
boost students’ confi-
dence, recognise their 

hard work and motivate 
them to achieve greater 

success in their academic 
pursuits.

Mustapur 
students block 

NH-50, demand 
regular buses
CH NEWS, BIDAR

Students from Mustapur 
and Mustapurwadi 

villages staged a road 
blockade on NH-50, the 

Kalaburagi–Bidar 
highway, demanding 

regular bus services for 
their daily commute to 

school. They said buses 
were unavailable 

between 4.30 pm and 7 
pm, forcing them to wait 

for long periods. The 
Humnabad bus depot 

manager visited the spot 
and assured students 

that steps would be taken 
to ensure buses stopped 

at both villages. Following 
the assurance, the 

students withdrew their 
protest. The blockade 

disrupted traffic for over 
30 minutes, leaving 
vehicles stranded in 

queues stretching nearly 
one kilometre.

The bandh in brief
→	 Farmers protest disrupts 

local commercial activities

→	 Protesters block highway for 
public meeting

→	 Resentment over delayed 
reservoir water release

→	 Immediate restoration of 
disconnected electricity 
demanded

→	 Thursday market day 
severely affected

→	 Widespread participation 
from multiple local villages

Uncleared for four days, 
accumulating garbage is 

causing severe 
inconvenience to 
pedestrians and 

commuters using the road.

Residents demand immediate action
Residents have urged the Kalaburagi City Corporation authorities to 
intervene immediately and clear the accumulated garbage. They have 
also called for regular waste collection to prevent the recurrence of 
such problems. In addition to removing the waste, residents have 
demanded that the open drain be covered to prevent garbage from 
entering it and improve sanitation in the area. They stressed the need 
for effective monitoring of waste disposal practices and urged the 
civic authorities to take steps to discourage people from dumping 
garbage on the roadside.

The ₹96.15-lakh road 
project will improve 

farm access and ease 
agricultural produce 

transportation.

₹96.15 lakh
cost of the road project

4 km
Halkherti to Hannikera, near Wadi

Indi taluk, Vijayapura district

CONGRESS HIGH-COMMAND PRIORITY

Comments on Kharge and Yatnal
Reacting to remarks by AICC 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
concerning the Prime 
Minister, Nagaraj urged him 
to exercise restraint and 
maintain decorum. On the 
possible return of Vijayapura 
City MLA Basanagouda Patil 
Yatnal to the BJP, Nagaraj said 

the party believed in an 
inclusive approach. However, 
he clarified that the final 
decision rested with the BJP 
high command. He said the 
central leadership would take 
an appropriate decision, 
declining to comment further 
on the matter.
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CH NEWS, CHIKKABALLAPURA

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu inspected preparations for 
Kannada Rajyotsava celebra-
tions scheduled for November 
1 at the District Stadium and 
directed officials to resolve 
issues at the district swim-
ming pool and open it to the 
public at the earliest.

During the inspection, he 
reviewed arrangements for the 
celebrations, including stage 
construction, flag hoisting, 
seating, cleanliness, drinking 
water and power supply. He 
instructed officials to com-
plete all preparations on time 
and ensure that the event re-
flects Karnataka’s language, 
culture and heritage.

The Deputy Commissioner 
also visited the indoor stadi-
um and appreciated the reno-
vated badminton court. He 
reviewed the improvements 
made to provide better facili-
ties for athletes.

I, KASHVI R, D/o B P RAJEEV, 
R/o No.2, Bidadi Main Road, 
Bidadi Hobli, Bidadi-562109, 
Ramanagara Taluk, Bengalu-
ru South District, Karnataka, 
have changed my name from  
KASHVI R to KASHVI B R and 
shall hereafter be known as  
KASHVI B R   for 
all future purposes.

NAME CHANGE

I, ABDUL KALEEM ABDUL  
KHALAK, S/o Abdul Khalak, res-
ident of No: 1/27, 1ST Main, 1ST 
Cross, Behind Shobha Apartment, 
New Gurappan Palya, Jayanagar, 
Bangaluru -560029. have changed 
my name to ABDUL KALEEM, vide 
affidavit dated: 27.10.2026, before 
Notary R. BASAVARAJA, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I Hemanth kumar BN, son of B Nagara-
ju, residing at A 1 Block, Chowdeshwari 
Temple Street, Y N Hosakote, Y.N.Hosa-
kote, PO: Y N Hoskote, DIST: Tumakuru, 
Karnataka - 572141, do hereby declare 
that Nagaraj BN and B Nagaraju ap-
pearing in my educational and identity 
documents refer to one and the same 
person, being my father. This notice 
is issued for the purpose of my pass-
port application and official records.

Hemanth Kumar BN 
9945532941 

Address :S/O B Nagaraju, 
A 1 Block, Chowdeshwari                

Temple Street, Y N Hosakote, 
Y.N.Hosakote,

PO: Y N Hoskote, DIST: 
Tumakuru, Karnataka -57214

IN THE COURT OF 
THE  SUBORDINATE 
JUDGE,  PALACODE, 

DHARMAPURI DISTRICT
MCOP No.88/2020

1. �Nanjammal W/o. Late. 
Krishnan

2. Eswari    W/o. Mathusami
3. Minor Sakthivel S/o. Late 
Krishnan 1, 3 petitioner are 
residing at Boranaickanoor 
Village, Veppalahalli Post 
Palacode Taluk 
Dharmapuri District 2nd 
Petitioner residing at Athurnahalli 
Village  Velagalahalli 
Post,Palacode Taluk Dharmapuri 
District

...Petitioners

//Versus//

Pramila, W/o. Late. Venkatesh 
Reddy No.88, Krishnareddy 
Layout G.S. Palaya Main Road, 
Konappana Agrahara E-City, 
Bangalore 560 100

...3rd Respondent

Notice to the 3rd Respondent.
Madam,
Please take notice that the above 
petitioners are filed this claim 
petition for claiming petition 
against you, for the Death of 
one Krishnan in a motor vehicle 
accident that occurred on 
20.07.2020. Now the above case 
will be posted 16.11.2026 for 
your appearance on that day you 
will be appeared yourself or your 
advocate otherwise this case 
will be decided against you. The 
notice is issued as per the order 
of the court.

//By court order//
Advocate.

S. SENTHIL, B.A., B.L., 

Advocate,  
7/490 SDN Complex,  Palacode 
Town, Dharmapuri District. Tamil 
Nadu State  Cell: 9442017854

I, TRISHUL N R S/o RAKESH 
N N, Residing at Nadur at 
Post, Sira Taluk, Tumkur Dist., 
Karnataka. Have Change my 
Name from THRISHUL N R to 
TRISHUL N R vide affidavit 
Dated:28.10.2026 Sworn 
before Advocate and Notary, 
Mangalamma, Sira, Tumkur 
Dist.

CHANGE OF NAME

NAME CHANGE

Final roll adds 16,601 voters 
in Uttara Kannada

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER K. LAKSHMIPRIYA SAID THE DISTRICT 
HAS 11,39,623 VOTERS ACROSS 1,523 POLLING STATIONS, AT 

A MEETING WITH POLITICAL PARTY REPRESENTATIVES

CH NEWS, KARWAR

Uttara Kannada district has 
11,39,623 registered voters 
across six Assembly constitu-
encies, according to the final 
electoral roll published on 
October 27, Deputy Commis-
sioner K. Lakshmipriya said.

Speaking at a meeting with 
political party representatives 
on Thursday, she said the dis-
trict has 5,70,006 male voters, 
5,69,614 female voters and 
three voters of other genders. 
The district has 1,523 polling 
stations.

Bhatkal has the highest 
number of voters at 2,18,003, 
followed by Karwar with 
2,01,469, Sirsi with 1,95,044, 
Kumta with 1,79,114, Yel-
lapur with 1,75,626 and Hali-
yal with 1,70,367.

The draft roll published on 
August 24 had 11,23,022 vot-
ers. During the revision, 
19,268 names were added and 
2,667 deleted, while details of 
15,361 voters were corrected. 
The final roll recorded a net 
increase of 16,601 voters.

Among the constituencies, 
Bhatkal recorded the highest 

increase at 4,321, followed by 
Sirsi with 3,293, Haliyal with 
2,600, Karwar with 2,507, 
Yellapur with 2,200 and Kum-
ta with 1,680.

Of the deleted names, 2,008 
were attributed to permanent 
relocation, 79 to deaths, two 
to absence, three to registra-
tion elsewhere and 575 to oth-
er reasons. Officials issued 
65,248 notices during the pro-
cess. Following inquiries, 
64,673 names were included, 
while proceedings under Form 
7 were initiated against 575 
individuals.

The district has 17,569 vot-

ers aged 18–19, 15,561 voters 
with disabilities, 9,540 senior 
citizens aged 85 and above, 
and 1,153 service voters.

Political party representa-
tives praised officials’ cooper-
ation and sought higher hon-
orariums for staff involved in 
the revision. GJP district 
vice-president Sanjay Salunk-
he and CPI(M) district secre-
tary Yamuna Gaonkar urged 
authorities to raise the pay-
ments.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sajid Mulla, elec-
tion officials and representa-
tives of various political par-
ties attended the meeting.

Deputy Commissioner K. Lakshmipriya

‘Crop diversification can 
boost farmers’ income’

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Crop diversification can help 
farmers increase their income 
and support sustainable agri-
culture, Dr. C. Ramachandra, 
Director of Extension at the 
University of Agricultural 
Sciences, said at a district-lev-
el workshop on cocoa and 
nutmeg cultivation in Man-
dya.

The workshop was held at 
the Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), in collaboration with 
the university’s extension di-
rectorate, the Central Bank of 
India’s Mandya branch and 
other organisers.

Dr. Ramachandra said farm-
ers in Mandya, where paddy 
and sugarcane are major 
crops, could explore alterna-
tive crops such as cocoa and 
nutmeg to improve farm in-
come. Growing these crops 
between coconut and arecanut 
trees can help farmers use 
available land and resources 
more effectively while sup-

porting soil health and fertili-
ty. He urged farmers to com-
bine traditional crops with 
suitable alternatives and fol-
low scientific farming meth-
ods.

Manas Sen, Deputy Region-
al Manager at the Central 
Bank of India’s Bengaluru Re-
gional Office, inaugurated the 
workshop. He said such pro-
grammes could support farm-
ers’ economic progress and 
promote sustainable agricul-
ture. He encouraged farmers 
to explore cocoa and nutmeg 
cultivation, learn about market 
opportunities and seek scien-
tific guidance. He also out-
lined the bank’s agricultural 
loans and financial schemes, 
adding that it would continue 
working with the university to 
support farmers.

Prajwal P.S., Manager of 
the bank’s Mandya branch, 
explained the financial facili-
ties available to farmers and 
encouraged them to diversify 
crops for a more secure live-

lihood.
Dr. Kamala Bai Kudagi, Se-

nior Scientist and Head of 
KVK Mandya, welcomed the 
participants, while Assistant 
Professor Dr. Arun Kumar P. 
introduced the topic and high-
lighted cocoa’s cultivation 
benefits and market potential.

Resource persons Dr. San-
ath Kumar, Dr. Bommesh and 
horticultural scientist Dr. 
Divya, along with progressive 
farmers Honnegowda and 
Lingaraju from K.R. Pet, dis-
cussed cultivation methods, 
crop management and market 
prospects.

Farmers also raised con-
cerns during an interactive 
session and received guidance 
from scientists. More than 
100 farmers from four dis-
tricts attended, calling for reg-
ular workshops to promote 
scientific farming and im-
prove agricultural income.

The cocoa and nutmeg cultivation workshop at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Mandya.

Koppal campaign raises awareness 
about children’s rights

CH NEWS, KOPPAL

An awareness programme on 
children’s rights, child protec-
tion laws and child marriage 
was held at the Government 
High School in Budugumpa 
village of Koppal taluk on 
Thursday under the Surakshi-
ta Bachpan Abhiyana (Safe 
Childhood Campaign).

The programme was jointly 
organised by the district ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat, 
District Legal Services Au-
thority and departments con-
cerned with women and child 
development, school educa-
tion and child protection.

District Child Protection 
Officer Sindhu Angadi inau-
gurated the event. She ex-
plained the importance of the 
Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 

Act, 2012, which protects 
children below 18 from sexu-
al offences. She urged stu-
dents and parents to under-
stand the law and seek help 
when necessary.

She also highlighted the 
need to prevent child mar-
riage and called on parents 
and the public to support ef-
forts to make the district free 
from the practice. Under Kar-
nataka’s child marriage law, 
marriages solemnised after 
the relevant amendment came 
into force are void from the 
beginning. Those involved in 
arranging or conducting child 
marriages may face legal ac-
tion.

Ravi Badigera, Protection 
Officer (Non-Institutional 
Care) at the District Child 
Protection Unit, said Novem-
ber was being observed as 
Adoption Awareness Month 
in the state. He warned 
against abandoning children 
and urged the public to report 
children needing care and 
protection.

People can contact Child 
Helpline 1098 or emergency 
number 112 for assistance. 
Children handed over to the 

District Child Welfare Com-
mittee can receive protection 
and support through lawful 
procedures, including legal 
adoption where appropriate. 
He said the identities of those 
surrendering children would 
be kept confidential under the 
applicable procedures.

School headmaster Gurura-
ja Chakrasali presided over 
the programme. District Legal 
Services Authority member 
Pratibha Kashimatha and 
Child Helpline coordinator 
Sharanappa Singanala attend-

ed, along with teachers and 
students.

Kaveri Sangati offered the 
prayer, while teacher Laksh-
mavva delivered the vote of 
thanks. The programme aimed 
to improve awareness of chil-
dren’s rights and encourage 
collective action to protect 
children from abuse, exploita-
tion and early marriage.

The children’s rights awareness pro-
gramme at the Government High 
School, Budugumpa.

DC reviews 
Rajyotsava 

preparations, orders 
reopening of district 

swimming pool

Udupi district in-
charge Minister to 

visit from Oct 31
CH NEWS, UDUPI

District in-charge Minister 
Rizwan Arshad will visit 

Udupi district from 
October 31 to November 
2. On October 31, he will 

attend a friendship gath-
ering and award cere-
mony organised by the 
Udupi District Muslim 
Federation at UBMC 

Auditorium. On November 
1, he will participate in 

Kannada Rajyotsava cel-
ebrations at Ajjarkadu, 
inaugurate a renovated 

cooperative society office 
and an electric vehicle 
retrofitting centre, and 
visit heritage sites. On 

November 2, he will 
attend a foundation day 
celebration, inaugurate a 

Youth Parliament pro-
gramme and review 

development works at 
the Zilla Panchayat office 

before leaving for 
Bengaluru.

One-day 
workshop on 

textile exports 
in 

Chikkaballapura
CH NEWS, 

CHIKKABALLAPURA

A one-day workshop 
titled “Departmental 

Summit on Textiles for 
the Global Market” will be 
held on November 2 at 10 
a.m. at Sir M. Visvesvaraya 

Hall to promote textile 
exports. The workshop 
will be presided over by 

Deputy Commissioner G. 
Prabhu and bring 

together stakeholders 
from across the textile 

value chain, including tex-
tile and apparel manufac-
turers, MSMEs, exporters, 

handloom and power-
loom entrepreneurs, 

export promotion agen-
cies and government offi-

cials. The programme 
aims to encourage export 

opportunities and 
strengthen the district’s 
textile sector in interna-

tional markets. The 
Deputy Director of the 

Department of 
Handlooms and Textiles 
has urged entrepreneurs, 
industrialists and those 
engaged in exports, as 

well as aspiring exporters, 
to participate and benefit 

from the workshop.

Bhatkal has the most voters on the 
final roll
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■	 Crop Alternatives: Farmers 

urged to grow cocoa and 
nutmeg

■	 Resource Efficiency: 
Intercropping maximizes 
land and soil health

■	 Financial Support: Central 
Bank outlines agricultural 
loan schemes

Need help?
CALL 1098 Child Helpline

DIAL 112 emergency number

NOV Adoption Awareness 
Month

Hobli-level public 
service meetings 
to be held across 

Udupi district
CH NEWS, UDUPI

The Udupi district admin-
istration will organise 

Hobli-level ‘Public Service 
Movement’ (Praja Seve 
Andolana) meetings on 

October 31 to address pub-
lic grievances and provide 
solutions at people’s door-

steps. The meetings will 
begin at 10 a.m. at four 

locations: Sri Siddi Vinayaka 
Mandira in Shirlalu, Karkala 

taluk, under MLA V. Sunil 
Kumar; Neelavara Gram 

Panchayat Hall in 
Brahmavara taluk, under 

MLA Yashpal A. Suvarna; Sri 
Narayana Guru Dharma 

Paripalana Sangha in 
Manipur village, under MLA 
Gurme Suresh Shetty; and 

Durgambika Hall in 
Karikatte, Shiruru village, 

Byndoor taluk, under MLA 
Gururaj Shetty Ganthihole. 

Another meeting will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. at Nivedita 
High School Hall in Basruru 

village, Kundapura taluk, 
under MLA A. Kiran Kumar 

Kodgi. The Deputy 
Commissioner’s office 

has appealed to residents 
to participate in large 

numbers, submit applica-
tions for government wel-
fare schemes and present 

their grievances to seek 
timely solutions.

Leopard captured near Kalludevanahalli, 
another escapes

CH NEWS, MAGADI

An eight-year-old male leopard 
was captured in a trap set by 
the Forest Department near 
Kalludevanahalli village early 
Thursday, while another leop-
ard reportedly escaped, raising 
concerns among residents.

The operation began after a 
leopard killed Shivswamy, a 
priest at the Male Mahadesh-
wara Temple in Kalludeva-
nahalli, on August 10 while 
he was collecting Kakada 
flowers on his land.

Later, leopards were spot-
ted in broad daylight near 
farmhouses in Gattipura and 
Chakrabhavi villages, creat-
ing fear among residents. 

Forest officials launched a 
search operation and in-
stalled traps at the incident 
site and nearby areas. CC 
cameras and drones were 
also used to track the ani-
mals.

Early Thursday, a leopard 
was caught in one of the 
traps. Residents reportedly 
heard another leopard growl-
ing and struggling nearby, 
heightening concerns about 
the presence of more animals.

The captured leopard has 
been shifted to the Banner-
ghatta Rehabilitation Centre. 
Forest officials continue to 
operate traps and search the 
surrounding areas to capture 
the remaining leopards.

Meanwhile, the post-mor-
tem report of Shivswamy has 
been received, but the Foren-
sic Science Laboratory (FSL) 
report is still awaited. As a 
result, compensation for the 
victim’s family has not yet 
been released. 

The family and villagers 
are awaiting the report.

Range Forest Officer T. Ne-
travathi said operations were 
continuing round the clock to 
capture the leopards.

She urged residents not to 
panic and advised them to im-
mediately inform forest offi-
cials if they spot a leopard, 
saying such information would 
help the department track and 
capture the animals.

COMMISSION COMMITTED TO RESOLVING 
CIVIC WORKERS’ ISSUES: RAGHU

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Karnataka State Safai Karm-
achari Commission Chairman 
Raghu P. said the Commission 
is committed to addressing the 
problems faced by civic work-
ers (pourakarmikas) and ensur-
ing appropriate action on their 
grievances.

Speaking at an interactive 
session organised by the Social 
Welfare Department and the 
City Municipal Council at Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar Bhavan, Man-
dya, he said civic workers play 

a vital role in maintaining pub-
lic health and cleanliness.

He urged workers to openly 
share their workplace difficul-
ties, lack of facilities and other 
concerns. 

Grievances would be record-
ed, with immediate solutions 

provided wherever possible. 
Other issues would be taken up 
with the Deputy Commission-
er, Zilla Panchayat CEO and 
concerned officials for further 
action.

He also advised workers to 
understand their rights and 
government benefits, raise 
their voices against workplace 
harassment and maintain unity. 
Commission member Shankara 
Ankanashettipura, Secretary 
Sumaya Mayi and Social Wel-
fare Department Deputy Direc-
tor K. Srinivas attended.

Grievances would be 
recorded, with 
immediate solutions 
provided wherever 
possible, says Raghu P.

Minister appreciates Mandya’s 
women empowerment tableau

CH NEWS, MANDYA

Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Eshwar 
B. Khandre appreciated Man-
dya  Z i l l a  Panchaya t ’s 
award-winning tableau, 
Asmithe – Unveiling Wom-
en’s Power, which won first 

prize at the Dasara Jamboo 
Savari.

The tableau, displayed at 
Mandya University following 
the procession, highlights 
women’s achievements in 
healthcare, agriculture, tech-
nology, sports and entrepre-
neurship. 



ibcworldnews.com

FRIDAY   OCTOBER 30, 2026 5KALABURAGI KARNATAKA

MALINGARAYA PUJAR

Unusual sightings of Europe-
an Roller birds across Karna-
taka have attracted the atten-
tion of birdwatchers and bio-
diversity researchers, raising 
questions about possible 
changes in their migration 
patterns and the effects of 
changing weather conditions.

These colourful birds, 
known for their striking blue-
green plumage, breed in Eu-
rope and Central Asia and 
migrate to sub-Saharan Africa 
during winter. Their seasonal 
journeys cover thousands of 
kilometres, while India serves 
as a temporary stopover for 
some populations.

European Rollers are gener-
ally spotted in parts of 
north-western India, including 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. How-
ever, sightings reported across 
Karnataka and neighbouring 
states such as Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra and Andhra 
Pradesh have generated inter-
est among bird enthusiasts.

The birds follow seasonal 
migration routes between 
their breeding and wintering 
grounds. Some populations 
travel across the Arabian Sea 
towards Africa and return 
through different routes, a pat-
tern known as loop migration.

Grasslands provide 
feeding opportunities
The availability of open 
grasslands and insects may 
help explain why the birds 
stop in certain areas. Grass-
lands that emerge around 
shrinking lakes can provide 
feeding grounds during mi-
gration. However, further ob-
servations are needed to de-
termine whether the reported 
increase in Karnataka rep-
resents a significant change 
from previous years.

Climate change raises 
concerns
Changing rainfall patterns, 
rising temperatures and other 
environmental factors can in-

fluence bird habitats and food 
availability. El Niño, a natural 
climate phenomenon associ-
ated with changes in ocean 
temperatures in the Pacific, 
can also affect weather pat-
terns in different parts of the 
world. However, its direct 
role in the reported European 
Roller sightings has not been 
established.

Biodiversity researcher 
Manjunath S. Nayak ex-
pressed concern about the ef-
fects of human-driven climate 
change on wildlife. He noted 
that birds and animals can be 
sensitive to environmental 
changes and said unusual mi-
gration patterns deserve clos-
er scientific attention.

The sightings have high-
lighted the importance of pro-
tecting grasslands, wetlands 
and other habitats that support 
migratory birds.

European Rollers are ex-
pected to continue their sea-
sonal movement towards Af-
rica in the coming weeks. 
Birdwatchers and researchers 
will be watching their move-
ments to understand whether 
the sightings reflect normal 
migration variation or a lon-
ger-term change in their 
routes.

Public Notice regarding Mrs. Seema Anjum, Daughter of Hashim Lal
To: Mrs. Seema Anjum, Daughter of Hakim Lal (Wife of Mr. Meheboob Sab Attar), resid-
ing at Shri Hashimlal SIKAB Boys P.U. College, Raj Chowdi, Jamakhandi Road, Vijayapura 

– 586101, Taluk and District Vijayapura. Under the instructions and authority granted 
by our client, Mr. Meheboob Sab Attar, son of Ganisab, we hereby issue this final public 

notice to you as follows: You married our client on Sunday, 24.12.2017, at Sagar Palace, 
Vijayapura, in accordance with Islamic religious customs, in the presence of community 

elders and as per Islamic law. Subsequently, on 10.11.2018, you gave birth to a male child, 
who was named Ahmed. For approximately three years thereafter, you maintained your 

married life with our client properly. However, in the subsequent period, due to minor 
disputes in your matrimonial life, you left for your parental home and began residing 

there. Our client made several efforts to resolve the matrimonial disputes and persuade 
you to correct your conduct and resume cohabitation with him. These efforts were made 
in the presence of your elders and community leaders. However, despite such repeated 
efforts, the disputes could not be resolved. You allegedly refused to heed the advice of 

the elders or make any efforts to improve the situation and insisted that you did not wish 
to continue your matrimonial life. Accordingly, approximately five years ago, you left for 
your parental home. Since then, you have neither returned to resume your matrimonial 
life with our client nor expressed any willingness to do so. Our client has continued to 

hope that you would reconsider your decision and return to lead a matrimonial life with 
him. With this expectation, our client approached several reconciliation forums and made 

sincere efforts through various means to restore the marital relationship.

In this regard, our client approached the following forums:
On 15.11.2011, the Muslim Mutthahida Council, Vijayapura.
On 23.05.2023, the Senior Citizen Forum, Bagalkot.
On 30.12.2024, the Anjuman Panch Committee, Kushtagi.

Apart from the above, our client made several other efforts to resolve the matter, but all such 
efforts proved unsuccessful. Thereafter, our client approached the Darul Qaza Office, which 

functions under Islamic Sharia law, in connection with the same matter. The said office issued 
notices calling you for discussions on three occasions, namely 15.06.2026, 08.07.2026, and 
08.08.2026. However, you failed to respond to the efforts made by our client and, according to 
our client, failed to fulfil your marital duties and obligations.  Therefore, our client has decided 
to institute appropriate legal proceedings against you before the competent court in relation 

to the said matter, seeking a declaratory decree concerning dissolution of marriage, as well as 
custody and guardianship of the minor child.  You shall be held responsible for the consequenc-

es arising from the proceedings and subsequent decisions in accordance with applicable law. 
You are further hereby informed that you shall be bound by the final decision of the Markazi 

Darul Qaza, Gangavathi, and by any lawful action taken in accordance with the applicable law.

Accordingly, this public notice is hereby issued to you as a final intimation re-
garding the above-mentioned matter.

Through:
Syed Sajjad Pasha, Advocate
Gangavathi
Mobile No.: 9535629786

Signature of the Informant/Client:
Meheboob Sab Attar

Son of Ganisab
Resident of Kushtagi

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

The Chitradurga City Traffic Police 
have launched a drive to remove foot-
path encroachments and improve traf-
fic movement, while creating aware-
ness among traders, street vendors and 
the public about the importance of 
keeping roads clear.

Encroachments and improper park-
ing have caused traffic congestion in 
several areas, including M.G. Circle, 
B.D. Road, the KSRTC bus stand, 
Anebagilu Road, Holalkere Road, Me-
dehalli Road, Santehonda, the District 
Hospital and Rangayyanabagilu Road. 
Pedestrians and motorists have been 
facing difficulties due to obstructions 
on narrow roads and footpaths.

Following the directions of the Dis-
trict Superintendent of Police, traffic 
police personnel conducted a clear-
ance drive along Medehalli Road and 
near Santehonda on Thursday under 
the leadership of Traffic Police Inspec-
tor Shailashree.

During the operation, police re-
moved shop signboards, unauthorised 
platforms, mannequins, iron mats and 
stones placed along roadsides to pre-
vent vehicle parking. Traders were in-

structed not to occupy public spaces, 
while street vendors were advised to 
conduct their businesses without ob-
structing traffic.

Police also directed motorists to park 
their vehicles only in designated areas 
and follow the odd-even date system 
applicable to parking arrangements.

I n s p e c t o r  S h a i l a s h r e e  s a i d 
two-wheelers parked on the main road 
opposite the KSRTC bus stand were 
causing congestion, despite parking 
facilities being available inside the 
premises.Following discussions with 
KSRTC officials, a separate lane has 
been created to allow two-wheelers to 
enter the parking area without obstruct-
ing buses. Barricades have also been 
installed to prevent vehicles from park-
ing in front of the bus stand.

The traffic police said similar opera-
tions would be conducted on other 
roads in the coming days. Roadside 
shops, pushcarts and flower stalls ob-
structing traffic will be addressed, and 
suitable parking arrangements for 
two-wheelers will be encouraged.

Traffic Police Inspector Manjunath, 
Assistant Sub-Inspector Ravi, Srinivas 
and other personnel participated in the 
drive. 

Zilla Panchayat CEO inspects rural 
employment scheme works

Dr. Akash addressed workers’ concerns over delayed wages, blamed a 
technical problem and directed officials to ensure timely payments

CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Zilla Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr. S. Akash in-
spected lake and cattle pond 
rejuvenation works being car-
ried out under the VB-G 
RAM G scheme in Chitradu-
rga taluk on Thursday.

The CEO visited project 
sites in Kolahal, Muddapura 
and Ainahalli Gram Pancha-
yats, where lake and cattle 
pond restoration works are 
underway. He also inspected 
the construction of a borewell 
recharge unit in the Ainahalli 
Gram Panchayat limits.

During the visit, Dr. Akash 
verified workers’ attendance 

through the National Mobile 
Monitoring System (NMMS) 
mobile application. He also 
checked their job cards and 
bank passbooks to determine 
whether wages were being 
credited to their accounts on 
time.

Workers informed him that 
wage payments had been de-
layed and requested timely 
disbursement. Responding to 
their concerns, Dr. Akash said 
the delays were caused by a 
technical problem, which had 
since been resolved. He di-
rected officials to ensure that 
wages were credited regularly 
without further delays.

Interacting with workers, 

the CEO explained that the 
scheme provides 125 days of 
employment per rural house-
hold in a financial year. He 
said the daily wage was ₹382 
for both men and women, 
adding that the programme 
offered employment opportu-
nities within villages and 
could help reduce migration 
in search of work.

He encouraged small and 
marginal farmers to make use 
of individual-beneficiary 
works available under the 
scheme. He also said employ-
ment opportunities would in-
crease with the commence-
ment of projects implemented 
by various government de-

partments.
Dr. Akash inspected the 

first-aid kit available at the 
worksite and instructed offi-
cials to ensure immediate first 
aid for workers who sustain 
minor injuries. He reiterated 
that timely wage payments 
and proper workplace facili-
ties must be ensured.

Taluk Panchayat Executive 
Officer Dr. Pramod, Assistant 
Director Yariswamy, Zilla 
Panchayat ADPC Mohan Ku-
mar, District IEC Coordinator 
Ravindranath, technical coor-
d i n a t o r s  R a m e s h  a n d 
Shashidhar, Taluk IEC Coor-
dinator Satyanarayana and 
officials from the concerned 
Gram Panchayats attended the 
inspection.

At a VB-G RAM G worksite during the inspection in Chitradurga taluk.

CHITRADURGA PRIORITISES JOB-
ORIENTED SKILL TRAINING FOR YOUTH
CH NEWS, CHITRADURGA

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner B.T. Kumaraswamy 
has directed officials to prior-
itise job-oriented skill training 
for young people to improve 
employment opportunities 
and encourage self-reliance.

He issued the instructions 
while chairing the District 
Skill Mission Committee 
progress review meeting at 
the Deputy Commissioner’s 
office on Thursday.

Kumaraswamy said aca-
demic qualifications alone 
may not be sufficient in to-
day’s competitive job market. 
He urged departments and 
training institutions to coordi-
nate their efforts and provide 
courses that match industry 
requirements. He also direct-
ed officials to prepare an ac-
tion plan for implementing 
the Chief Minister’s Kausha-
lya Karnataka Yojane (CMK-
KY), keeping market demand 
in mind.

He stressed the need to col-
lect comprehensive informa-
tion about educational institu-
tions, industries, commercial 
establishments, banks and 
other organisations to identify 
training requirements and 
strengthen industry connec-
tions. The District Health Of-
ficer, Lead Bank Manager, 
District Industries and Com-
merce Department and princi-
pals of Government First 

Grade Colleges were asked to 
coordinate the exercise.

RUDSET Institute Director 
H.T. Basavaraj Ashokappa 
said the institute had set a tar-
get of providing free training 
to 1,000 candidates during the 
current year. Of these, 654 
had completed training, while 
346 were yet to be trained. 
Courses include mobile phone 
repair, CCTV installation, 
house wiring and household 
appliance repair. He said 
70 per cent of trained candi-
dates had become self-em-
ployed and urged colleges and 
ITIs to spread awareness 
about the programmes.

District Skill Development 
Officer Sannakki Maruti an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment would launch the ‘Yuva 
Udyoga Sethu’ portal on No-
vember 3. 

The platform aims to con-
nect job seekers with employ-
ers. Chitradurga district has 
set a target of registering at 
least 200 job seekers by the 
launch date.

Kumaraswamy instructed 
officials to encourage private 
companies and employers to 
register on the portal. Colleges 
were also asked to inform for-
mer students about the initia-
tive and promote registrations. 
Representatives from various 
departments, educational insti-
tutions and the District Indus-
trialists’ Association attended 
the meeting.

Officials said coordinated 
efforts would help young 
people access relevant train-
ing, improve their employ-
ment prospects and explore 
self-employment opportuni-
ties.

The District Skill Mission Committee review meeting in Chitradurga.

European rollers attract 
attention with unusual 

Karnataka sightings

Hassanamba festival offers round-
the-clock darshan, tour packages

CH NEWS, HASSAN

Hassan district in-charge Min-
ister K.M. Shivalinge Gowda 
on Thursday announced ar-
rangements for the annual 
Hassanamba festival, includ-
ing extended darshan facili-
ties, tourism packages and 
steps to address civic issues in 
the city.

The doors of the Hassanamba 
Temple were formally opened 
on Thursday in the presence of 
religious leaders. Public dar-
shan is scheduled from October 
30 to November 10.

Speaking at the inauguration 
of the Hassanamba darshan and 

Siddeshwara Swamy Jatra Ma-
hotsava, Shivalinge Gowda said 
additional priests had been ap-
pointed to reduce waiting time 
and facilitate continuous dar-
shan. He appealed to devotees 
to maintain peace and disci-
pline. He also prayed for good 
rainfall and a successful harvest 
amid the drought situation.

The minister urged leaders 
across political parties to work 
together for the smooth conduct 
of the festival. Religious lead-
ers, Muzrai Minister K.S. Basa-
vantappa, Hassan MP Shreyas 
Patel, MLA Swaroop Prakash 
and other dignitaries attended 
the event.

Traffic Police launch drive to clear 
city footpath encroachments

Correspondence 
Kannada course 
opens for govt 

employees
CH NEWS, 

CHITRADURGA

The Directorate of 
Kannada and Culture 

and the Central Institute 
of Indian Languages 
(CIIL), Mysuru, have 

jointly launched a 
12-month correspond-

ence course in Kannada 
for government employ-

ees who do not know 
the language. 

Employees of govern-
ment departments, local 

bodies, educational 
institutions, KSRTC and 
nationalised banks are 

eligible. Applicants must 
have passed SSLC and 

be aged between 18 and 
50. The course will begin 

in January 2027. 
Completed applications, 

along with a demand 
draft for ₹250, must 
reach the Officer-in-

Charge, Kannada 
Education via 

Correspondence 
Scheme, CIIL, 

Manasagangothri, 
Mysuru–570006, by 

December 31. For details, 
contact 0821‑2345128. 
Registered participants 

will receive 20 lesson 
modules and take an 
examination after the 
training and contact 

camp. Successful candi-
dates will be exempt 

from the Kannada lan-
guage test required by 
the Karnataka Public 
Service Commission, 

said Dr. B.M. Gurunath, 
Assistant Director, 

Department of Kannada 
and Culture.

Online 
applications 

invited for SC, ST 
welfare schemes

CH NEWS, 
CHITRADURGA

The Karnataka Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes Nomadic 
Development 

Corporation has invited 
online applications from 
eligible beneficiaries for 

various welfare 
schemes. Applications 
can be submitted from 

October 28 to 
November 30, 2026, 

through the Seva Sindhu 
portal or at Karnataka 

One and Gram One cen-
tres. The schemes 

include Self-
Employment Direct 

Loan, Entrepreneurship 
Development, 

Swavalambi Sarathi, 
Ganga Kalyana, Land 
Ownership and Micro-

Credit (Prerana). 
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At a glance
→	 Site inspections: lake and 

cattle pond restoration 
works in three gram 
panchayats

→	 Wages: the technical delay is 
resolved; timely payment 
promised

→	 Work guarantee: 125 days a 
year for each rural 
household, at ₹382 a day

→	 Welfare checks: attendance, 
job cards and first-aid kits 
verified

1,000
free training target at 

RUDSET

654
trained so far

70%
became self-employed

“Last time we did 
migratory bird 

watching, the number of 
European Rollers was very 
low. Only 3-4 birds were 
seen. But this time while 
birding, we saw around 15 
to 20 birds in each beat.”
— Sangamesh Kadagada, Senior 

bird watcher

A LONG 
JOURNEY

European Rollers breed in 
Europe and Central Asia and 
fly thousands of kilometres 
to sub-Saharan Africa for the 
winter. India is a temporary 
stopover for some of them.

?

CH NEWS,KOLAR
 

Sri Mangalananda Swamiji 
of the Adichunchanagiri 
Math's  Chikkaballapura 
branch called for social unity, 
equality and noble conduct 
during the consecration cere-
mony of the renovated 
Karagadamma Devi and Nal-
lagangamma Devi temples at 
Rajakallahalli in Vemagal 
hobli.

The ceremonies included 
the consecration of the reno-
vated temples, installation of 
the Rajagopura and Vimana-
gopura, and religious rituals 
associated with the installa-
tion of the deities.

Addressing the gathering, 
Mangalananda Swamiji said 
that although God is believed 
to be one, divisions based on 
caste, religion, lineage and 
rituals had created differenc-
es among people. 

He said God had no caste 
and urged people to over-
come superstition, ignorance 
and selfishness.

He called upon people to 
develop good values, respect 
elders and spiritual guides, 
and show compassion to-
wards all living beings. 

To place a classified ad contact: 080-41209042

CLASSIFIEDS

Swamijis call for 
unity during temple 

consecration 
ceremony
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Is the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) reshaping its po-
litical and organisational 

strategy with an eye on the 
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions? Discussions surround-
ing a possible Union Cabinet 
reshuffle, ministerial resigna-
tions, changes in the party’s 
national organisation and the 
appointment of new state in-
charges have brought several 
questions to the forefront. As 
the party seeks to expand its 
presence in politically signif-
icant states such as Tamil 
Nadu, Punjab and Karnataka, 
the debate over whether 
changes in the responsibilities 
of Union ministers are merely 
administrative decisions or 
part of a broader electoral 
strategy has become inevita-
ble. When a ruling party at the 
Centre decides to use the ad-
ministrative experience of its 
ministers to strengthen its 
state-level organisation, the 
move can be viewed as part of 
its political strategy. Howev-
er, understanding the real ob-
jectives behind such decisions 
requires examining not only 
political developments but 
also their institutional and 
electoral context.

Are Elections Driving the 
Cabinet Reshuffle?
Discussions about a Union 
Cabinet reshuffle under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi are 
not new. Ministerial perfor-
mance, administrative require-
ments, regional representa-
tion, coalition balance and the 
organisational priorities of the 
party can all play important 
roles in such decisions. How-
ever, changes made when 
elections are approaching in-
evitably acquire a political 
dimension. Sending experi-
enced ministers to states, as-
signing them responsibilities 
to strengthen the party organ-
isation and providing fresh 
direction to local leadership 
could all form part of this 
strategy. The key question is 
why situations arise in which 
party organisation receives 
greater priority than a ministe-
rial position. Is this part of a 
long-term plan for political 
expansion, or does it reflect 

concerns about expected elec-
toral outcomes? Answering 
these questions requires a sep-
arate assessment of the politi-
cal situation in each state.

L. Murugan in Tamil Nadu: Is 
Organisation the Main 

Objective?
Expanding the BJP’s political 
presence in Tamil Nadu re-

mains one of the party’s ma-
jor challenges. The longstand-
ing influence of Dravidian 
politics, the strong organisa-
tional networks of regional 
parties and the distinctive na-
ture of local politics have 
made the BJP’s task compli-
cated. Against this backdrop, 
developments involving L. 
Murugan, who has served as 
a Union minister, and his as-
sociation with organisational 
activities in the state assume 
significance. The party may 
believe that leaders with ex-
perience in the Union govern-
ment can help expand its or-
ganisation by working direct-
ly with local party workers. 
However, giving up a minis-
terial position to concentrate 
on organisational work does 
not guarantee electoral suc-
cess. A clear position on local 
issues, credible regional lead-
ership, active participation by 
party workers and sustained 
public engagement are essen-
tial. The BJP’s real test in 
Tamil Nadu is not the cam-
paigning ability of leaders 
from the Centre, but their ca-
pacity to understand local po-
litical realities and earn the 
trust of the people.

Ravneet Singh Bittu in Punjab: 
New Responsibilities, New 
Challenges
The challenges facing the BJP 
in Punjab are even more dis-
tinctive. Farmers’ concerns, 
the agricultural economy, 
youth employment, rural de-
velopment and the political 
expectations of different so-
cial communities significantly 
influence the state’s electoral 
landscape. Developments sur-
rounding Ravneet Singh Bit-
tu’s departure from his Union 
ministerial position and sub-

sequent organisational re-
sponsibilities relating to Pun-
jab can be examined in this 
context. However, if the end 
of his Rajya Sabha tenure was 
also connected to his depar-
ture from the ministerial posi-
tion, it would be incorrect to 
attribute the development en-
tirely to electoral strategy. 
Using experienced leaders 
within the party organisation 
is one matter; securing broad-
er public support through 

their leadership is another. If 
the BJP wants to expand its 
political base in Punjab, it 
must address farmers’ con-
cerns, present credible plans 
for employment generation 
and establish direct connec-
tions with rural communities. 
Public trust cannot be won 
merely through the appoint-
ment of leaders.

Kumaraswamy in Karnataka: Is 
State Politics More Important 
Than a Union Ministerial 
Position?
Karnataka occupies an im-
portant place in the BJP’s na-
tional political calculations. 
The NDA alliance between 
the BJP and the Janata Dal 
(Secular), coordination be-
tween the leadership in the 
state and preparations for the 
2028 Assembly elections 
could shape future political 
developments. H.D. Kumaras-
wamy is no stranger to Karna-
taka politics. Having served 
twice as Chief Minister, he 
possesses considerable expe-
rience in navigating the state’s 
political equations. Currently 
serving as Union Minister for 
Steel and Heavy Industries, 
he has also remained politi-
cally active in Karnataka. His 
criticism of the state govern-
ment, the activities of the 
BJP–JD(S) alliance and dis-
cussions about election prepa-
rations have generated curios-
ity about his future political 
role. This has naturally raised 
the question of whether he 
might resign from his Union 
ministerial position and return 
to full-time state politics. 
However, political activity 
alone cannot establish that 
such a decision is imminent. 
Without an official announce-
ment or credible confirma-

tion, the possibility must be 
treated as speculation. The 
BJP–JD(S) alliance in Karna-
taka faces several challenges, 
including leadership coordi-
nation, cooperation between 
party workers, constituen-
cy-level electoral calculations 
and the need to strengthen 
mutual trust. Rather than 
demonstrating unity only 
during elections, the alliance 
must prove its ability to work 
together consistently.

Legislative Council Results: A 
Preview of the Assembly 
Elections?
Discussions about the BJP–
JD(S) alliance’s performance 
in Karnataka Legislative 
Council elections are also 
connected to calculations for 
the 2028 Assembly elections. 
Victories for the alliance 
could boost the morale of par-
ty workers and prompt the 
Congress to reconsider its 
strategy. However, treating 
Legislative Council election 
results as a direct prediction 
of Assembly election out-
comes would be an oversim-
plification of political reality. 
The composition of the elec-
torate, local political equa-
tions and campaigning condi-
tions can differ considerably 
between the two types of 
elections. Such results un-
doubtedly provide parties 
with an opportunity for intro-
spection. Nevertheless, elec-
toral success in the Assembly 
elections will require the alli-
ance to develop a political 
strategy that responds effec-
tively to people’s concerns. 
The alliance must present 
clear alternative policies on 
employment, agriculture, irri-
gation, education, healthcare, 
urban infrastructure and the 
state’s economic develop-
ment. Criticising the ruling 
party should not be the oppo-
sition’s only strategy; it must 
also inspire public confidence 
in its ability to provide an al-
ternative government.

Cabinet Reshuffle: 
Administrative Reform or 
Electoral Strategy?
A Cabinet reshuffle may be 
necessary for administrative 
reasons. Improving efficien-
cy, providing opportunities to 

new faces, balancing regional 
representation and redefining 
governance priorities can all 
be objectives behind such 
changes. However, it is diffi-
cult to argue that changes 
made in the run-up to elec-
tions are entirely separate 
from political calculations. 
Reassigning leaders’ respon-
sibilities to strengthen the or-
ganisation and address elec-
toral challenges is a normal 
part of the political process. 
Yet, several fundamental 
questions arise. Will replacing 
ministers improve the quality 
of governance? Will assigning 
new responsibilities help re-
solve people’s problems? Will 
greater regional representation 
improve the delivery of public 
services? Will efforts to 
strengthen the party organisa-
tion help it earn public trust? 
The answers will emerge not 
from political announcements 
but from the performance that 
follows these decisions. The 
government’s foremost prior-
ity must be to provide effec-
tive governance to the people. 
A political party’s primary 
objective may be to secure 
public support. However, 
these two objectives must re-
main balanced. If administra-
tive responsibilities become 
entirely subordinate to elec-
toral calculations, public in-
terests could suffer.

The People Have the Final Say in 
Political Calculations
Whether the Union Cabinet 
undergoes changes, certain 
ministers are assigned organ-
isational responsibilities in 
the states, or experienced 
leaders are deployed for elec-
toral campaigns, the most im-
portant consideration is the 
outcome of these decisions. 
Strengthening the organisa-
tion in Tamil Nadu, earning 
public trust in Punjab and im-
proving coordination within 
the BJP–JD(S) alliance in 
Karnataka are three distinct 
challenges. It would be unre-
alistic to expect the same 
strategy to succeed in every 
state. Giving up a ministerial 
position may appear to be a 
political sacrifice. However, 
the real sacrifice lies in plac-
ing people’s problems above 
the privileges of office. Gen-
uine organisational strength 
does not lie merely in ap-
pointing leaders; it lies in 
maintaining continuous con-
tact with the public and earn-
ing their trust. Therefore, dis-
cussions about a Union Cab-
inet reshuffle should be 
viewed not merely as a matter 
of changing ministers but as 
part of the BJP’s long-term 
political strategy. Ultimately, 
however, the success of any 
party’s political calculations 
will not be determined by its 
leaders or strategists.

Innovation must deliver 
real value, not just inves-
tor excitement. China’s 

recent fall in artificial intel-
ligence (AI) stocks offers an 
important lesson for India: 
technological progress does 
not always guarantee finan-
cial success. Even when a 
country invests heavily in 
new technology, companies 
and investors can still suffer 
losses if expectations rise 
too high.

According to Reuters, 
China’s STAR50 index, 
which includes AI and semi-
conductor companies, fell by 
40 per cent in less than four 
months, wiping out around 
$480 billion in market value. 
Concerns over high stock 
prices, uncertain demand for 
AI and restrictions on Chi-
nese technology equipment 
contributed to the decline.

However, this does not 
mean AI has failed. It simply 
shows that a promising tech-
nology and a profitable in-
vestment are two different 
things. A company may de-
velop an impressive product, 
but its success ultimately 
depends on whether custom-
ers need it, can afford it and 
are willing to pay for it.

This is a lesson India 

should take seriously as it 
expands its own AI ambi-
tions. The government has 
already committed signifi-
cant funds to developing the 
country’s AI capabilities 
through the IndiaAI Mis-
sion. Such investment can 
help improve research, cre-
ate jobs, support businesses 
and make technology more 
access ible .  But  publ ic 
spending must be judged by 
the results it delivers, not 
merely by the amount an-
nounced.

For Bengaluru and Karna-
taka, which have strong tech-
nology sectors, the focus 
should be on practical appli-
cations. AI should help busi-
nesses work more efficiently, 
improve public services and 
solve everyday problems. 
Before adopting a new AI 
system, governments and 
companies must ask simple 
questions: Does it work reli-
ably? Is it affordable? Does it 
genuinely make a difference?

Businesses, too, must be 
transparent  about  their 
earnings, operating costs 
and customer demand. In-
vestors should not be en-
couraged to put their mon-
ey into a company simply 
because it uses the AI la-
bel. Clear information and 
realistic expectations are 
essential to building confi-
dence in the market.

There is also a responsibil-

ity to protect ordinary inves-
tors. Government support for 
a particular industry does 
not guarantee that shares in 
its companies will rise in 
value. People must under-
stand the risks before invest-
ing their savings, especially 
when excitement around a 
new technology pushes 
stock prices beyond what 
businesses can justify.

At the same time, India 
should not allow the fear of 
a market crash to slow down 
genuine innovation. Re-

search takes time, and not 
every promising idea will 
succeed. Start-ups, universi-
ties and smaller businesses 
need access to funding, in-
frastructure and skilled 
workers to develop useful 
solutions.

The real lesson from Chi-
na is not to step away from 
AI, but to approach it with 
greater care. India must con-
tinue investing in technology 
while demanding transparen-
cy, accountability and mea-
surable results.

BEYOND THE AI HYPE: WHAT INDIA MUST LEARNTEACH STUDENTS TO STRUGGLE, 
EVEN WHEN A MACHINE 

CAN SPARE THEM

Safer Roads, Responsible 
Citizens
Road accidents continue to claim 
precious lives across India, mak-
ing road safety a serious public 
concern. Rash driving, over-
speeding, mobile phone use 
while driving and failure to wear 
helmets or seat belts contribute 
to preventable tragedies. Al-
though traffic rules exist, their 
effective enforcement remains 
essential. Authorities must im-
prove road conditions, install 
proper signboards, maintain pe-
destrian crossings and ensure 
strict penalties for violations. 
Schools and colleges should ed-
ucate young people about re-
sponsible driving. Citizens, too, 
must recognise that road safety is 
a shared responsibility. Saving 
lives requires discipline, aware-
ness and accountability from ev-
eryone. Every journey should 
end safely, not in sorrow. �
– Denny

Clean Air, Healthy Future
Air pollution remains a major 
public health challenge, particu-
larly in urban areas during the 
winter months. Recent reports of 
unhealthy air quality in Del-
hi-NCR and renewed pollution in 
the Yamuna highlight the urgent 
need for effective environmental 
action. Governments must 
strengthen pollution monitoring, 

enforce emission standards, im-
prove public transport and pre-
vent untreated waste from enter-
ing rivers. Citizens can contribute 
by reducing unnecessary vehicle 
use, avoiding the burning of gar-
bage and supporting tree planta-
tion drives. Environmental pro-
tection cannot remain a seasonal 
campaign. Clean air and safe 
water are basic necessities, and 
every citizen deserves both. �
– Christy

Prepare Before Disasters 
Strike
Recent reports of severe weather 
and flooding underline the im-
portance of disaster preparedness 
in India. Heavy rainfall can dis-
rupt transport, damage homes, 
destroy crops and threaten lives, 
especially in vulnerable commu-
nities. Authorities must maintain 
drainage systems, strengthen ear-
ly-warning networks and ensure 
that emergency shelters, medical 
supplies and rescue teams are 
ready. Urban local bodies should 
also prevent construction on nat-
ural waterways and clear blocked 
drains before the rainy season. 
Citizens must follow official ad-
visories and avoid flooded roads. 
Disasters may not always be pre-
ventable, but their consequences 
can be reduced through timely 
planning, public awareness and 
coordinated action. �  – Shantha

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Every generation of 
teachers has faced a 
tool that threatened to 

make a core skill obsolete. 
The calculator was going to 
end arithmetic, the search en-
gine was going to end memo-
ry, and spellcheck was going 

to end spelling. Each time, the 
alarm was partly right and 
partly wrong. Today’s version 
of the argument, about AI sys-
tems that can draft an essay or 
solve a problem set in sec-
onds, deserves a more careful 
answer than panic or shrug-
ging acceptance.

Start with what is genuinely 
different. Earlier tools auto-
mated a narrow task. A calcu-
lator does not write your argu-
ment for you. A modern AI 
model can produce a plausible 
answer to nearly any prompt 
a teacher can assign, which 
means the assignment itself 
no longer reliably shows that 
learning occurred. A finished 
essay used to be evidence of 
thinking. Now it may be evi-
dence of a good prompt.

The temptation is to re-
spond with enforcement: de-
tection software, bans, hand-
written exams under supervi-
sion. Some of this has a place. 
Closed-book, in-person as-
sessment is a reasonable way 
to verify what a student actu-
ally knows. But a policy built 
mainly on catching cheaters is 
a losing and corrosive game. 
Detection tools are unreliable, 
and false accusations carry 
real costs, especially for stu-
dents who write in a second 
language or in an unusual 
style. A classroom organized 
around suspicion teaches stu-
dents that school is an adver-
sarial system to be beaten.

The better question is what 
the struggle was for in the 
first place. When a student 
wrestles with a proof or fights 
through a clumsy first draft, 
the product matters less than 
the change in the person pro-
ducing it. Difficulty is not an 
obstacle to learning but much 
of its mechanism. Cognitive 
scientists have long noted that 
effortful retrieval and produc-
tive confusion build durable 
understanding in ways that 
smooth, passive consumption 
does not. A tool that removes 
the effort also removes the 
benefit, however good the 
output looks.

That suggests a distinction 

schools should make explicit: 
the difference between using 
AI to go further and using it 
to skip the climb. A student 

who already understands an 
argument and uses a tool to 
stress-test it, or to get unstuck 
on a stubborn bug, is extend-
ing their abilities. A student 
who has never built the un-
derlying skill and uses the 
tool to bypass it is borrowing 
competence they do not own, 
and the debt comes due the 
first time the tool is unavail-
able or wrong. And these 
tools are sometimes wrong, 
confidently so, which means 
a person who cannot evaluate 
the answer cannot safely use 
it.

Practically, this points to-
ward changes in how work is 
assigned and assessed. Teach-
ers can weight process over 
product by asking for drafts, 
notes, and oral defenses of 
written work. They can design 
assignments around local, per-
sonal, or in-class material that 
a generic system cannot easily 
fake. They can teach AI liter-
acy directly, showing students 
how these systems fail and 
how to check their claims, 
rather than pretending the 
tools do not exist. And they 
can be honest about the pur-
pose of exercises that feel 
pointless, because students 
who understand why they are 
being asked to do something 
hard are more likely to do it.

Schools also need support 
to do this. Redesigning curric-
ula and assessments is slow, 
labor-intensive work, and 
teachers already stretched thin 
cannot be expected to impro-
vise it alone. Clear guidance, 
shared resources, and time to 
adapt matter more than any 
single piece of software.

The goal of education has 
never been to produce essays 
or answers. It is to produce 
people who can think, judge, 
and create without being 
propped up. If we keep that 
goal in view, the arrival of 
powerful tools is not a crisis 
but a clarifying pressure, forc-
ing us to say out loud what 
we want students to become.

We should make learning 
more deliberate, not easier to 
fake.

DR. THEJAS GIGY 
THOMAS

“The success of India’s 
AI journey should not 
be measured by rising 
stock prices or big 
announcements alone. 
It should be measured 
by how much the 
technology improves 
people’s lives, 
strengthens businesses 
and delivers lasting 
value to society.”
P. SUNIL KUMAR

“In a democracy, the 
people have the final 

say.”
— Manjunath G.Y.

BJP’s Political 
Calculations, 

Organisational 
Strengthening or 

Political Compulsion?

P. SUNIL KUMAR
Editor

CABINET RESHUFFLE DEBATE: ARE MINISTERS 
SACRIFICING THEIR POSITIONS FOR ELECTIONS?

MANJUNATH G.Y.
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MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Thurs-
day directed the state Trans-
port Department to develop a 
state-of-the-art digital plat-
form to monitor app-based 
passenger transport services 
in real time, with a focus on 
passenger safety, transparen-
cy and fair opportunities for 
drivers.

The proposed platform will 
maintain comprehensive dig-
ital records of vehicles oper-
ated by aggregator compa-
nies, including registration 

details, designated parking 
locations, driver profiles, 
driving licences, police veri-
fication and other mandatory 
documents. It will also record 
which driver operates each 
vehicle during different 
shifts, enabling authorities to 
access relevant information 
quickly in the event of an 
incident.

Fadnavis issued the direc-
tions at a meeting to review 
the Maharashtra Aggregator 
Rules-2026. Transport Minis-
ter Pratap Sarnaik, Additional 
Chief Secretary (Transport) 
Sanjay Sethi, Transport Com-

missioner Rajesh Narvekar 
and other officials attended 
the meeting.

The Chief Minister instruct-
ed officials to integrate artifi-
cial intelligence-based analyt-
ics to monitor vehicle opera-
tions, driver dispatch, parking 
management and passenger 
services. The technology is 
expected to help authorities 
identify violations and take 
timely action against compa-
nies that fail to comply with 
regulations.

The review also focused on 
concerns raised by indepen-
dent taxi drivers amid the ex-

pansion of large fleet manage-
ment companies. Fadnavis 
called for an examination of 
ride-allocation systems used 
by digital platforms to deter-
mine whether independent 
drivers and larger operators 
receive equal opportunities.

He directed officials to use 
technology to identify poten-
tial bias or unfair discrimina-

tion in ride-allocation algo-
rithms. The government aims 
to ensure that passengers re-
ceive safe and reliable ser-
vices while local drivers have 
equitable access to employ-
ment opportunities.

The proposed regulatory 
framework will prioritise 
transparent ride allocation, 
effective enforcement and technical oversight.

NEW DELHI

The total Green Hydrogen 
offtake contracts signed by 
Indian companies have sur-
passed 5,55,610 metric tonnes 
per annum (MTPA) (till Octo-
ber 2026), making the country 
the global leader in Green 
Hydrogen supply commit-
ments with an aggregate in-
vestment of over Rs 90,000 
crore (approximately $9.5 
billion), the government said 
on Thursday.

“Indian developers have 
secured 23 major contracts, 
accumulating over 5.5 lakh 
MTPA in supply commit-
ments. With over 70 per cent 
dedicated to global exports, 
this milestone is driving 
Rs 90,000 crore in clean ener-
gy investments. This massive 
milestone accelerates India’s 
journey toward global net-ze-
ro leadership and green job 
creation,” Minister of New 

and Renewable Energy Pral-
had Joshi said on Thursday.

In the year 2026, Indian 
companies signed 18 new 
offtake agreements for the 
supply of over 4 lakh MTPA 
of Green Hydrogen equiva-
lent quantity.

Indian enterprises have 
built vital strategic partner-
ships and signed binding 
Green Hydrogen offtake 
agreements spanning major 
global markets.

Notable contracts include 
ACME Group, India, which 
has signed an offtake agree-
ment with IHI, Japan, for the 
supply of 4,88,000 Metric 
Tonnes per Annum (MTPA) 
of Green Ammonia.

The group has also signed 
an agreement for the supply 
of 1,00,000 MTPA of Green 
Methanol to Mitsubishi Gas 
Chemical (MGC), Japan. 
L&T and ITOCHU have 
formed a Special Purpose Ve-
hicle (SPV) for the supply of 
3,00,000 MTPA of Green 
Ammonia, with deliveries ex-
pected to commence from 
December 2029.

NEW DELHI

Artificial intelligence-led ser-
vices could generate net new 
work of $100‑200 billion by 
2030, with much of the re-
quired talent already present 
within technology services 
firms, a report said on Thurs-
day. The report from Boston 
Consulting Group (BCG) said 
AI-led services are expected 
to contribute $300‑400 billion 
in industry growth by 2030, 
offset by around $200 billion 
in existing revenue contracts, 
resulting in a net opportunity 
of $100‑200 billion.

The report noted that the 
challenge is talent deploy-

ment, rather than talent avail-
ability. Applied AI accounts 
for 10‑15 per cent of the AI-
tagged workforce at technol-
ogy services firms, compared 
with 90‑95 per cent at AI-na-
tive firms.

The $300‑400 billion in in-
dustry growth will come from 
building and running agentic 
solutions, work that becomes 
outsourceable as agentic tool-
ing matures. The global ser-
vices market is projected to 
grow from roughly $1.6‑1.7 
trillion in 2025 to $2.2‑2.4 

trillion by 2030.
“The people who can deliv-

er applied AI are largely al-
ready on the payroll, and cli-
ents are moving from paying 
for hours to paying for out-
comes. That changes how 
work is staffed and reward-
ed,” said Sreyssha George, 
Managing Director and Part-
ner at BCG.

The report identified 40 dis-
tinct applied AI roles, each 
linked to an existing technol-
ogy role. A data scientist or 
full-stack developer can grow 
into a forward-deployed engi-
neer, a DevOps engineer into 
an AI Ops engineer, and a 
data engineer into a semantic 
engineer.

It noted that moving a data 
scientist into a forward-de-
ployed engineer role takes 
roughly three times the up-
skilling effort of moving a 
data engineer into an AI data 
engineer role.

MUMBAI

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) Chair-
man Tuhin Kanta Pandey has 
outlined measures to strength-
en oversight of listed compa-
nies and capital raising, warn-
ing that entities with little or 
no economic activity can in-
crease risks in the market.

Speaking during a panel 
discussion, Pandey said the 
regulator was preparing a 
framework under which 
third-party monitoring agen-
cies would verify whether 
companies had used funds 
raised through initial public 
offerings (IPOs) for the pur-
poses disclosed in their offer 
documents.

He stressed that companies 
raising money from the public 
must remain accountable for 
its utilisation. SEBI is also re-
viewing the framework gov-

erning debenture trustees to 
strengthen oversight and im-
prove monitoring of corporate 
debt-related disclosures.

Earlier this month, the reg-
ulator issued a consultation 
paper proposing that monitor-
ing agencies be made manda-
tory for all public issues, irre-
spective of size, excluding the 
offer-for-sale component. 
Currently, monitoring by a 
SEBI-registered credit rating 
agency is required when a 
fresh issue exceeds Rs 100 
crore.

Companies reported for 
non-cooperation would not be 
allowed to terminate an agen-
cy’s agreement or appoint a 
replacement until the default 
was resolved. The proposals 
remain under public consulta-
tion and have not yet become 
rules.

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on Thurs-
day said India’s sensitive in-
terests, particularly those of 
farmers and other stakehold-
ers, had not been compro-
mised in negotiations for a 
trade agreement with the US.

He expressed confidence 
that once the details of the 
discussions were made pub-
lic, people would recognise 
India’s strong comparative 
advantage.

Speaking at the Fourth Na-
tional Conference on India’s 
Industrial Transformation, or-
ganised by the Institute for 
Studies in Industrial Develop-
ment (ISID) and the Industrial 
Development Research Asso-
ciation (IDRA), Goyal said 
trade should be assessed 
through comparative advan-
tage and competitiveness rath-
er than absolute figures alone.

He noted that several devel-
oped countries had designed 
their tariff structures to im-
pose high duties on labour-in-

tensive products, using tariffs 
as negotiating instruments 
during trade discussions.

Goyal said India’s trade 
agreements went beyond tar-
iff reductions, rules of origin 
and market access. They were 
comprehensive partnerships 
designed to strengthen export 
opportunities, protect sensi-
tive sectors and facilitate ac-
cess to advanced technologies 
and essential goods.

These agreements covered 
areas including services, in-
vestments, education, skill 

development, technology 
partnerships and cooperation 
on climate objectives. Exten-
sive consultations with stake-
holders before agreements 
were finalised helped safe-
guard India’s defensive inter-
ests while supporting eco-
nomic integration.

The minister said nine free 
trade and bilateral trade agree-
ments concluded by the gov-
ernment had opened preferen-
tial market opportunities in 
economies with a combined 
gross domestic product of $60 
trillion.

MUMBAI

InterGlobe Aviation, the op-
erator of IndiGo, India’s larg-
est budget airline by market 
share, reported a narrower 
consolidated net loss for the 
second quarter ended Sep-
tember 30, 2026, as strong 
passenger traffic and improv-
ing yields supported revenue 
growth despite rising fuel 
expenses.

Consolidated revenue from 
operations increased 25.9% 
year-on-year to Rs 23,363.8 
crore from Rs 18,555.3 crore 
in the corresponding quarter 
last fiscal. Total income stood 
at Rs 24,311.9 crore, includ-
ing Rs 948.1 crore in other 
income.

The airline’s consolidated 
net loss after tax narrowed to 
Rs  1,879.1 crore against 
Rs 2,582.1 crore a year earli-
er. Standalone net loss stood 
at Rs 2,055.2 crore, compared 
with Rs 2,614.1 crore in the 

year-ago quarter.
However, higher operating 

costs continued to weigh on 
profitability. Aviation turbine 
fuel expenses surged 67.2% 
to Rs  9,966.8 crore from 
Rs 5,961.8 crore in the corre-
sponding period last year. The 
increase reflected pressure 
from elevated crude oil prices 
amid geopolitical tensions in 
West Asia.

Aircraft maintenance and 
supplementary rental expens-
es rose to Rs 3,580.9 crore, 
while airport fees and han-
dling charges increased to 
Rs 1,658.2 crore. Employee 
costs climbed to Rs 2,273.7 

crore.
The airline also reported a 

foreign exchange loss of 
Rs 1,333.2 crore, depreciation 
and amortisation charges of 
Rs 3,074.2 crore, and finance 
costs of Rs 1,657.8 crore.

Meanwhile, the airline’s 
consolidated assets increased 
to Rs 1,48,168.6 crore as of 
September  30, 2026, from 
Rs 1,36,002.1 crore at the end 
of March. Right-of-use assets 
rose to Rs 59,956.5 crore, re-
flecting fleet additions.

Farmers’ interests protected 
in US trade deal: Goyal

HE SAYS INDIA IS TRYING TO STRIKE DEALS WITH COUNTRIES 
WITH WHOM INDIA HAS A COMPLEMENTARY ADVANTAGE.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal (right)

The deal in brief
→	 India’s sensitive interests 

were not compromised in the 
US trade negotiations

→	 Trade agreements cover 
technology, services, 
investment, education and 
climate cooperation

→	 Nine agreements open 
preferential markets in 
economies with a combined 
GDP of $60 trillion

→	 The aim: complementary 
trade ties that protect 
domestic industries

‘SEBI mulls 3rd-party 
monitoring of 
IPO fund use’

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey

KEY PROPOSALS
MONITORING

Agencies mandatory for all 
public issues

FINE
Rs 50,000 per instance of 

non-cooperation

FREEZE
Promoters’ demat accounts, for 

continued non-compliance

IndiGo narrows Q2 loss despite fuel costs
Q2 in numbers

revenue from operations, up 
25.9%

Rs 23,363.8 cr
net loss, from Rs 2,582.1 crore

Rs 1,879.1 cr
fuel expenses, up 67.2%

Rs 9,966.8 cr

India now world leader in green hydrogen: Joshi AI-led services may unlock $100-200 bn by 2030
Green hydrogen push

23
major contracts

5.5 lakh
MTPA in supply 
commitments

Rs 90,000 cr
in clean energy investment

Over 70%
for global exports

“The people who can 
deliver applied AI are 

largely already on the 
payroll, and clients are 
moving from paying for 
hours to paying for 
outcomes.”

— Sreyssha George, Managing 
Director and Partner, BCG

DIGITAL TRANSPORT REGULATION

Maha plans AI platform for safer rides

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis

WHAT THE PLATFORM 
WILL TRACK

Vehicles: 
registration 
and parking 
locations

Drivers: 
licences and 
police 
verification

Shifts: who 
drives each 
vehicle, and 
when

Algorithms: 
bias in ride 
allocation

India’s GDP 
growth seen at 

7.35% in Q2 FY27
NEW DELHI

India’s economic momen-
tum remains strong, and 
the economy is projected 
to grow 7.35% in the sec-

ond quarter of FY27, 
according to the monthly 

economic review for 
October, released by the 

Finance Ministry’s 
Department of Economic 

Affairs (DEA) on Thursday. 
The growth is supported 

by stronger industrial out-
put, energy consumption, 
port traffic, GST collec-
tions, and automobile 

sales. “Following real GDP 
growth of 7.8% in 

Q1 FY27, the 
Department’s nowcasting 
model, introduced in the 

Economic Survey 
2025‑26, estimates real 
GDP growth of 7.35% in 

Q2 FY27,” the review 
noted.

13 of 19 services 
sub-sectors clock 

double-digit growth
NEW DELHI

As many as 13 of the 19 
services sub-sectors of 

the Indian economy 
recorded robust dou-

ble-digit growth in August 
this year, compared to the 
same month of the previ-
ous year, according to the 

Index of Services 
Production (ISP) with 

base year 2024‑25, 
released by the National 
Statistics Office (NSO) 

on Thursday. This was an 
improvement over July 

when 10 of the 19 
sub-sectors recorded 
double-digit growth. 

Retail trade was the fast-
est-growing segment 

with an increase of 19.9% 
in August this year com-

pared to August 2025, up 
from 18.5% in June.

Tata, Adani join hands 
to operate 8 airport 

hotels in 4 cities
MUMBAI

Adani Airport Holdings 
Limited (AAHL) and the 

Tata Group-owned Indian 
Hotels Company Limited 

(IHCL) on Thursday 
announced a major mul-
ti-hotel operating agree-

ment to develop eight 
hotels with more than 
2,000 rooms across 

Mumbai, Ahmedabad, 
Lucknow and Guwahati, 
as both companies look 
to strengthen hospitality 
infrastructure at key avia-

tion hubs.
Under the agreement, the 
hotels will be developed 

by AAHL and operated by 
IHCL under its portfolio of 
hospitality brands, includ-
ing Taj, Vivanta, Gateway 

and Ginger.
The development is 

expected to cater to busi-
ness, leisure and transit 

travellers, while support-
ing the growth of air-

port-centric commercial 
ecosystems.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Jeet Adani, Director 
at AAHL, said leading air-

ports around the world 
are increasingly evolving 
into integrated destina-

tions that drive com-
merce, tourism and urban 

development.
The agreement covers 

three Taj hotels, two 
Vivanta hotels, one 

Gateway hotel and two 
Ginger hotels. In Mumbai, 
the portfolio will include a 
Taj hotel at Terminal 2 of 

Mumbai Airport. Lucknow 
will host a Vivanta and a 

Ginger hotel, while 
Ahmedabad will have a 
Taj and a Vivanta hotel, 

both at advanced stages 
of development. 

Guwahati is set to get a 
Taj, a Gateway and a 

Ginger hotel.

BIDADI
 

Aditya Birla Housing Finance 
Limited (ABHFL) has opened 
a new branch in Bidadi, Kar-
nataka, taking its total branch 
network in the state to 22 as 
part of its pan-India expan-
sion strategy. The new branch 
aims to improve access to 
housing finance solutions in 
Bidadi and surrounding areas, 
where residential demand is 
growing due to improved 
connectivity and expanding 
industrial activity. Located 
along the Bengaluru–Mysuru 
corridor, Bidadi has benefited 
from the Bengaluru–Mysuru 
Expressway and rail connectiv-
ity through Bidadi and Hejjala 
railway stations.

The presence of manufactur-
ing units in the region has also 
supported employment and in-
creased demand for residential 
and rental properties. The pro-

posed Greater Bengaluru Inte-
grated Township (GBIT) proj-
ect across Ramanagara district 
could further drive infrastruc-
ture development, employment 
opportunities and economic 
activity in the corridor.

The new branch is expected 
to provide customers with ac-
cess to customised financing 
solutions for purchasing, con-
structing and upgrading homes.

ABHFL offers housing fi-
nance products across afford-
able and prime housing, con-

struction finance and loans 
against property. Its services 
cater to salaried individuals, 
self-employed professionals, 
non-professionals and emerg-
ing income groups.

 The company also uses dig-
ital systems to streamline cus-
tomer onboarding, speed up 
approvals  and improve 
transparency.

As part of the branch launch, 
the company is offering zero 
login fees and spot loan sanc-
tions of up to ₹50 lakh. The 
offer is valid from October 26 
to November 30, 2026, and is 
aimed at making housing credit 
more accessible to prospective 
borrowers.

Speaking about the expan-
sion, Pankaj Gadgil, Managing 
Director and CEO of Aditya 
Birla Housing Finance Limit-
ed, said Karnataka remained a 
key growth market for the 
company.

ADITYA BIRLA HOUSING FINANCE 
OPENS NEW BRANCH IN BIDADI
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Gujarat expands CM’s fellowship 
programme to boost governance

The expanded initiative will deploy young professionals across key sectors to improve 
policy implementation, administrative efficiency and delivery of public welfare schemes.

GANDHINAGAR

The Gujarat government has 
expanded the Sardar Patel 
Good Governance Chief Min-
ister’s Fellowship Programme, 
increasing the number of fel-
lows from 41 to 47 and raising 
the number of projects from 
20 to 45. The initiative aims to 
strengthen governance, im-
prove administrative efficien-
cy and enhance the implemen-
tation of government welfare 
schemes.

According to an official re-
lease, the General Administra-
tion Department, functioning 
under Chief Minister Bhupen-
dra Patel’s leadership, issued 
a resolution approving the 
expansion. 

The Indian Institute of 
Management Ahmedabad 
(IIM Ahmedabad) will serve 
as the programme’s knowl-
edge partner, with a senior 
faculty member appointed for 
the initiative.

The fellowship offers young 
professionals opportunities to 
work with the state adminis-
tration for one to two years, 
contributing to research, poli-
cy analysis, administrative 

coordination and evaluation 
of government schemes. Proj-
ects will cover education, 
healthcare, nutrition, agricul-
ture, social development, ur-
ban administration, environ-
mental protection and public 
administration.

Several projects will focus 
on improving child develop-
ment services, including An-
ganwadi facilities, nutrition, 
anaemia reduction, early 

childhood education and in-
terconnected libraries. The 
programme will also examine 
the expansion of centralised 
kitchens to strengthen the PM 
POSHAN mid-day meal 
scheme and the Integrated 
Child Development Services.

Health, farms and cities
In healthcare, fellows will 
study challenges related to 
PMJAY-MA claims at govern-

ment hospitals and the use of 
public health services. Agri-
cultural projects will examine 
difficulties in implementing 
natural farming and ensuring 
farmers receive the benefits of 
government schemes. Urban 
initiatives will focus on im-
proving civic services in Ra-
jkot and promoting waste re-
cycling and resource reuse in 
Bhavnagar.

The expanded programme 
wi l l  a lso  suppor t  evi -
dence-based research and 
monitoring of development 
priorities under the state’s 
Viksit Gujarat@2047 vision. 
Artificial intelligence tools 
may be used to organise infor-
mation and identify issues, 
but their outputs must be ver-
ified against original docu-
ments and data.

Delhi seizes 949 litres of 
ghee in food safety raids

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government seized 
948.9 litres of ghee during 
raids at three locations as part 
of its ongoing crackdown on 
food adulteration ahead of the 
festive season. The inspec-
tions were conducted on 
Wednesday at Bhogal Market, 
Najafgarh Market and Shiv 
Vihar, officials said.

Food safety teams seized 
389.9 litres of ghee from 
Bhogal, 338 litres from Najaf-
garh and 221 litres from Shiv 
Vihar, where officials con-
ducted a joint operation with 
Delhi Police. Fifteen ghee 
samples were collected from 
Bhogal and Najafgarh and 
sent for laboratory testing. 
Further action will depend on 
the test results.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta 
said the government plans to 
strengthen the Food Safety 
Department by introducing 
modern technology and in-
creasing staff strength to 
speed up inspections and ac-
tion against those involved in 
adulteration. She said the 
crackdown would continue 
throughout the year and would 
not be restricted to the festive 
season.

The latest operation follows 
earlier raids in Nihal Vihar, 
where officials destroyed 
around 402 kg of food items, 

including rasgulla, chhena, 
milk cake and grated coconut. 
Fourteen samples were col-
lected for testing.

The department said action 
would be taken against food 
business operators under the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006, based on inspec-
tion findings and laboratory 
reports. Residents can report 
suspected adulterated food, 
poor-quality products or ex-
pired items by calling the de-
par tment ’s  he lp l ine  a t 
1800‑11‑3921 during office 
hours.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s  posi t ion,  Gupta 
warned, “Those who violate 
rules and play with public 
health will not be spared.”

Parliamentary panel to finalise 
key topics for 2026-27

NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ex-
ternal Affairs, chaired by Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor, was scheduled to meet at 4.30 pm on 
Thursday at Parliament House to select sub-
jects for examination during the 2026‑27 term.

According to the agenda, members were to 
consider Memorandum No. 1, which concerns 
the selection of topics for the committee’s re-
view. The exercise will determine the areas the 
parliamentary panel will examine as part of its 
work during the current term.

The committee previously met on August 4 
to hear evidence from representatives of the 
Ministry of External Affairs on “India-Sri Lan-
ka Relations and the way ahead”.

The panel visited Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh as part of its study engagements from 
June 22 to 25. 

Members held discussions with officials at 
the Regional Passport Office in Jammu and 
interacted with Ministry of External Affairs 
representatives deputed from New Delhi.

During the visit, Tharoor praised the work of 

Border Security Force personnel in protecting 
the country and encouraged citizens to visit bor-
der areas to understand their responsibilities. 
“What the BSF soldiers do for our country, 
keeping us safe, is truly commendable,” he said.

Tharoor also emphasised the need to 
strengthen tourism in Jammu and Kashmir and 
expressed the hope that normalcy and smooth 
functioning would continue across the region.

Assam arrests 32 in fresh child 
marriage crackdown

SRIBHUMI

Assam Police have registered 
28 cases and arrested 32 peo-
ple in Sribhumi district during 
a special crackdown on child 
marriage, Additional Superin-
tendent of Police Pranab Jyoti 
Kalita said on Thursday. The 
operation was conducted on 
the night of October 26 across 
several parts of the district.

According to Kalita, those 
arrested include 28 principal 
offenders and four alleged 
abettors accused of facilitating 
underage marriages. 

All 32 accused have been 
produced before the local 
court for further legal pro-
ceedings. Police have sought 
remand where required, and 
custody has been granted in 
some cases.

“A special drive was con-
ducted against child marriage 

on the night of October 26th. 
We have registered 28 cases 
and arrested 32 accused indi-
viduals,” Kalita told reporters. 
He said further legal proce-
dures would follow based on 
the requirements of individual 
cases.

The operation is part of a 
wider crackdown across As-
sam. Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said on Wednes-

day that more than 500 people 
had been detained over al-
leged involvement in child 
marriage cases. He stated that 
the government would contin-
ue its efforts until the practice 
was eradicated. “As long as 
child marriage isn’t complete-
ly wiped out in Assam, our 
efforts will continue,” Sarma 
said.

Dhubri district has also 
emerged as a major focus of 
the renewed drive. Police re-
portedly detained 63 people 
across areas under nine police 
stations. 

Those detained include 
people allegedly involved in 
child marriages, along with 
parents and guardians. The 
reported detentions included 
18 people within Dhubri Sa-
dar police station limits, 15 in 
Golakganj and nine in Bilasi-
para, among others.

TN plans SC review, approves statewide caste survey
CHENNAI

 
The Tamil Nadu government 
on Thursday announced plans 
to file a review petition in the 
Supreme Court challenging 
its ruling that people who 
convert to Islam cannot auto-
matically claim reservation 
benefits under the Backward 
Class (Muslim) category.

The decision was taken at a 
Cabinet meeting chaired by 
Chief Minister C Joseph Vi-
jay. The Cabinet also ap-
proved the formation of a So-
cial Justice Commission to 
conduct a caste survey across 
the state after the Union gov-
ernment completes its upcom-
ing population census in 
2027.

Law Minister C T R Nirmal 
Kumar said the government 
believed that people convert-
ing to Islam should remain 
eligible for reservation bene-

fits. However, Social Justice 
Minister Vanni Arasu urged 
the Chief Minister to consider 
the VCK’s demand for a leg-
islative amendment instead of 
pursuing a review petition.

The move follows the Su-
preme Court’s decision to up-
hold a Madras High Court 
verdict that struck down a 
2024 government order. The 
order had permitted converts 
from Scheduled Castes, Back-
ward Classes, Most Backward 
Classes and Denotified Com-
munities to access Tamil Na-
du’s 3.5 per cent sub-quo-
ta.

The caste survey 
decision comes amid 
pressure from par-
ties, including the 
PMK, which has 
sought a compre-
hensive assess-
ment of caste 
demographics. 

The previous DMK govern-
ment had argued that the state 
lacked the authority to com-
mission such a survey.

After the meeting, the gov-
ernment reiterated its com-
mitment to conducting the 
exercise once the 2027 popu-
lation census concludes. 

The Cabinet also approved 
eight industrial projects and 
other proposals. 

Vijay reportedly advised 
ministers to exercise caution 
while handling tenders and 
ensure that irregularities were 

avoided.
PMK chief Anbumani 

Ramadoss welcomed 
the caste survey an-
nouncement, saying 

it was necessary 
to safeguard Tam-
il Nadu’s 69 per 

cent reservation 
s y s t e m .  H e 

urged the govern-

ment to appoint a retired High 
Court judge committed to so-
cial justice to lead the com-
mission and begin prelimi-
nary preparations without 
delay.

The review petition and 
proposed survey mark two 
major decisions on reserva-
tion policy and social justice 
under the TVK government.

BJP wins six seats, Samajwadi Party 
secures five in UP council polls

LUCKNOW

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) won six of the 11 Uttar 
Pradesh Legislative Council 
seats, while the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) secured five, with 
the final results declared on 
Thursday. The two pending 
seats, both won by the SP, 
were in the Varanasi Gradu-
ates’ and Lucknow Graduates’ 
constituencies.

SP candidate Ashutosh Sinha 
won the Varanasi Graduates’ 
constituency, securing 55,046 
votes, according to poll offi-
cials. Kanti Singh of the SP was 
declared elected from the Luc-
know Graduates’ constituency 
and received her certificate of 
election.

SP president Akhilesh Yadav 
described the BJP’s perfor-
mance as a “double defeat” and 
claimed the results had laid the 

groundwork for his party’s vic-
tory in the 2027 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections. In a post 
on X, he said the BJP had lost 
the Varanasi Graduates’ seat 
during both the initial counting 
and the subsequent recount, 
calling it a “double defeat of 
the double engine government”.

Counting began on Tuesday 
after polling for the 11 seats on 
October 23. Results declared by 
Wednesday had already given 
the BJP six seats, including 
Agra Graduates’, Bareil-
ly-Moradabad Teachers’, Luc-
know Teachers’, Meerut Teach-
ers’ and Graduates’, and Gora-
khpur-Faizabad Teachers’ con-
stituencies.

Cancer drug prices remain unchanged in revised NPPA list
NEW DELHI

The revised maximum retail 
p r i c e  ( M R P )  l i s t  f o r 
non-scheduled anti-cancer 
medicines shows no change in 
the prices of several major 
chemotherapy and immuno-
therapy formulations, offering 
no immediate price relief to 
patients. The revised list will 
take effect on November 9, 
2026, according to the Na-
tional Pharmaceutical Pricing 
Authority (NPPA).

Several costly medicines 
used to treat lung, breast and 
blood cancers, as well as bone 

marrow-related conditions, 
will continue at their existing 
prices. Alectinib 150 mg, 
marketed as Alecensa, re-
mains priced at ₹4,30,696, 
while Pembrolizumab 100 
mg, sold as Keytruda, costs 
₹2,16,500.

Osimertinib 80 mg, market-
ed as Tagrisso, continues to 
cost ₹1,38,830.83. The price 
of the combination medicine 
Pertuzumab and Trastuzumab 
1200 mg, sold as Phesgo, also 
r emains  unchanged  a t 
₹4,93,266. These medicines 
are used in cancer treatment, 
which can involve multiple 

cycles and place a substantial 
financial burden on patients 
and their families.

K. M. Gopakumar, co-con-
venor of the Working Group 
on Access to Medicines and 
Treatments, said the figures 
highlighted concerns about 
a f f o r d a b i l i t y  d e s p i t e 
trade-margin regulation. 
“While the data exposes the 
scale of exploitation of pa-
tients by hospitals, the data 
also shows the inadequacy of 
the trade margin regulation to 
facilitate affordable access to 
medicines and healthcare,” he 
told ANI.

Gopakumar said the NPPA 
list showed that the maximum 
retail prices of nearly 37 pat-
ented medicines, covering 65 
formulations, remained un-
changed despite the fixation 
of trade margins. He called 

for measures to introduce 
competition for essential 
medicines, including compul-
sory licensing or government 
use.

The NPPA released a list 
covering 543 anti-cancer drug 

brands on Tuesday. Earlier, 
on October 17, it published a 
list of 137 compounds for 
which trade margins would 
be capped at 30 per cent un-
der regulations governing 
non-scheduled formulations.

Gujarat finance manager 
beaten to death by 
girlfriend’s family

MEHSANA
A 31‑year-old finance 

company credit manager 
was allegedly beaten to 
death by his girlfriend’s 

family after visiting her in 
Thangna village, Gujarat, 

late Wednesday night. 
Police have rounded up 

four people in connection 
with the murder.

The deceased, Ranjitji 
Thakor, worked at 

Cholamandalam in 
Siddhpur and hailed from 
Patan district. According 
to the FIR, he had been in 

a relationship with the 
woman for two years. Her 
mother, brother, paternal 

uncle and another relative 
allegedly tied his hands 
and legs to a tamarind 
tree and assaulted him 

with sticks. He later died 
from his injuries.

3 women pose as 
buyers, steal 

₹45 lakh gold in MP
BURHANPUR

Three women posing 
as customers allegedly 

stole gold jewellery 
worth around ₹45 lakh 
from a jewellery shop 
in Madhya Pradesh’s 

Burhanpur on Monday 
evening, with the help 

of two male 
accomplices.

The theft, captured on 
CCTV, occurred at a 
shop owned by Anil 
Agarwal and associ-

ated with Laxman 
Kishore Jugal Kishore 
Jewellers. The women 

allegedly examined 
jewellery at the counter 

and distracted the 
shopkeeper and 

employees before con-
cealing a plastic box 

containing gold orna-
ments in their sarees. 

Police have launched a 
manhunt to trace the 
suspects and investi-
gate the coordinated 

theft.

3 siblings found dead 
in Mumbai flat, 

suicide suspected
MUMBAI

Three siblings aged 52, 
50 and 48 were found 

dead in their rented flat 
in Virar’s Global City 
early Thursday, with 

police suspecting sui-
cide amid reported 

health and financial 
difficulties.

Residents alerted 
police after a strong 

stench emerged from 
the flat. Bolinj police 
broke open the door 
around 2.30 am and 
found the bodies in a 
decomposed state.

One sibling was under-
going cancer treatment, 
while another suffered 
paralysis. Police said a 

video allegedly 
recorded before their 

deaths mentioned sui-
cidal intentions.

M’rashtra seizes 
spices worth ₹19.69 cr 

ahead of Diwali
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Food 
and Drug 

Administration (FDA) 
has seized 11,963 quin-

tals of spices and 
spice-based products 

worth ₹19.69 crore dur-
ing inspections ahead 

of Diwali, 
Commissioner Tukaram 

Mundhe said on 
Thursday.

The department 
conducted 1,057 

inspections related to 
spices, suspended the 

licences of 94 
establishments and 

issued 557 
improvement notices 
as part of its festive-
season food safety 

drive.

KEY PROJECTS
■	 Fellowships: 41 to 47 

fellows; 20 to 45 projects
■	 Child welfare: Anganwadis, 

nutrition, early education
■	 Healthcare: PMJAY-MA 

claim issues
■	 Agriculture: Natural farming

Authorities collected 15 
samples for laboratory 

testing as the capital 
intensifies inspections 
to ensure food quality 

and protect consumers 
during festive 
celebrations.

“What the BSF soldiers do for our 
country, keeping us safe, is truly 

commendable.”
— Shashi Tharoor, Committee chairman

Cabinet decisions
→ Review petition in the 
Supreme Court on quo-
ta benefits for converts 

to Islam

→ A Social Justice 
Commission for a caste 

survey after the 2027 
census

→ Eight industrial proj-
ects approved

“Double defeat of the 
double engine 
government.”
AKHILESH YADAV SP 
president, on X

CANCER DRUG PRICES

UNCHANGED PRICES (₹)
Phesgo 4,93,266

Alecensa 4,30,696

Keytruda 2,16,500

Tagrisso 1,38,830.83
Revised NPPA list, from November 9
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LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has introduced a con-
solidated policy establishing 
uniform criteria for verify-
ing candidates’ backgrounds 
for government employ-
ment, stating that political 
ideology alone cannot be 
grounds for disqualification.

A government order is-
sued on Wednesday by Prin-
cipal Secretary (Appoint-
ments) M Devraj supersedes 
earlier instructions dating 

back to 1958. The revised 
framework identifies seri-
ous offences that could 
make candidates unsuitable 
for public employment and 
aims to streamline recruit-
ment-related verification 
procedures.

The policy covers offenc-
es including murder, rape, 
kidnapping, human traffick-
ing, terrorism, cybercrime 
and document forgery. It 
also includes offences under 
specified laws, such as the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-

tropic Substances Act, Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 
and Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act.

The order clarifies that in-
dividuals associated with 
organisations seeking to 
overthrow the established 
system through violent 
means may be considered 
ineligible. However, politi-
cal beliefs alone cannot de-
termine a candidate’s eligi-
bility.

It further states that an 
FIR, complaint, investiga-

tion or chargesheet will not 
automatically disqualify an 
applicant if a competent 
cour t  has  not  f ramed 
charges, subject to specified 
exceptions. Provisions also 
address cases involving ac-
quittal, discharge, legal set-
tlements and court-ordered 
quashing of proceedings.

The revised policy fol-
lows Allahabad High Court 
directions in two cases con-
cerning antecedent verifica-
tion, which called for guide-
lines aligned with the Cen-

tral Reserve Police Force’s 
February 1, 2012, frame-
work.

The earlier rules included 
orders issued in 1958, 1978, 
1985, 2013 and 2021. The 
new policy consolidates 
these provisions, defines 
disqualification criteria and 
simplifies verification pro-
cedures. Existing state gov-
ernment employees will not 
require fresh character veri-
fication, though their previ-
ous service records may be 
obtained when necessary.

Modi to launch three dairy projects 
worth ₹407 crore in Gujarat

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch three dairy infrastructure projects in Gujarat, 
focusing on cattle breeding, food processing and automated storage systems.

GANDHINAGAR

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate three 
Banas Dairy projects worth a 
combined ₹407.56 crore 
during his two-day Gujarat 
visit on October 30 and 31. 
The inauguration ceremony 
will take place from Bhildi in 
Banaskantha district on Octo-
ber 30, according to an offi-
cial release from the Gujarat 
Chief Minister’s Office.

The projects include the 
Bharat Bovine Breeding and 
Research Centre (BBBRC) in 
Bhildi, built at a cost of 

₹324.77 crore; a French fries 
processing plant at Sanadar, 
costing ₹51.65 crore; and an 
Automated Storage and Re-
trieval System (ASRS) in 
Palanpur, developed for 
₹31.14 crore. The latter two 
facilities will be inaugurated 
virtually.

Spread across 127 acres, 
the BBBRC aims to improve 
animal breeding through sci-
entific research and genetic 
development. It has received 
₹38.83 crore under the Cen-
tre’s Rashtriya Gokul Mis-
sion, including ₹2 crore for 
donor animals. The centre 

also receives technical sup-
port from the National Dairy 
Development Board and fi-

nancial support through NA-
BARD.

The Palanpur ASRS facility 
uses automated technology to 
s tore  and dispatch ul-
tra-high-temperature milk 
products. Its nine-level steel-
rack system can accommo-
date 11,000 pallets. Mean-

while, the French fries plant 
at Sanadar is expanding pro-
duction capacity from two 
tonnes to five tonnes per 
hour, supported by an inte-
grated chain covering potato 
cultivation, storage and pro-
cessing.

Modi will also virtually lay 

the foundation stones for two 
new Banas Dairy Bio-CNG 
plants at Tharad and Radhan-
pur. The Tharad facility will 
process 75 metric tonnes of 
cattle dung, while the Rad-
hanpur plant will handle 100 
metric tonnes. Both are in-
tended to produce clean fuel 
and organic fertiliser while 
providing additional income 
to livestock farmers.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bh-
upendra Patel, Deputy Chief 
Minister Harsh Sanghavi and 
Assembly Speaker Shankar-
bhai Chaudhary are among 
those expected to attend.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Odisha to airlift 120 people stranded 
in Ganjam after heavy rain

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government is 
planning to airlift 120 people 
stranded in flood-hit areas of 
Ganjam district following tor-
rential rainfall triggered by 
Cyclone Arnab, officials said 
on Thursday.

Chief Secretary Anu Garg 
said around 2,000 people re-
mained stranded in water-
logged areas. The state gov-
ernment is coordinating with 
the Coast Guard to conduct 
airlift operations at four loca-
tions in the district.

Cyclone Arnab weakened 
into a depression on Thurs-
day, bringing intense rainfall 
to Ganjam and Gajapati dis-
tricts and triggering land-
slides, road damage, rising 
river levels and flooding in 
low-lying areas.

Heaviest in 35 years
Patrapur in Ganjam recorded 

546 mm of rainfall in the 24 
hours ending at 8.30 am on 
Thursday, the highest sin-
gle-day rainfall at one loca-
tion in Odisha in 35 years, 
according to officials. Sorada 

received 503.8 mm, while G 
Udayagiri in Kandhamal re-
corded 462.4 mm.

Roads and rail cut
Floodwaters washed away 
around 300 metres of Nation-
al Highway 326 at Ledaband-
ha in Gajapati district, dis-
rupting road connectivity 
between Mohana and Gan-

jam.
Rail services were also dis-

rupted after water levels rose 
above the danger mark over 
two railway bridges in the 
Ichchapuram-Jhadupudi sec-
tion. The Railways cancelled 
nine trains and diverted 14 
others as a precautionary 
measure.

Centre assures help
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah assured Odisha and oth-
er affected states of the Cen-
tre’s assistance. Teams of the 
National Disaster Response 
Force and State Disaster Re-
sponse Force have been de-
ployed for rescue and relief 
operations.

Meanwhile, the India Mete-
orological Department report-
ed a fresh low-pressure area 
over the south Andaman Sea 
and adjoining regions, which 
could intensify over the fol-
lowing 24 hours.

Mamata Banerjee backs INDIA bloc’s 
November 1 protest in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Former West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Thursday extended support to 
the INDIA bloc’s November 1 
protest at Delhi’s Ramlila 
Maidan against alleged elec-
toral irregularities, calling for 
collective action to protect 
democratic rights and the 
Constitution.

In a post on X, Banerjee 
said, “When the vote is under 
threat, silence is not an op-
tion,” urging students, young 
people, women, workers and 
civil society members to par-
ticipate in the march. She 
raised concerns over electron-
ic voting machines (EVMs), 
voter data, electoral rolls and 
the vote-counting process.

Banerjee described the cam-
paign against alleged “vote 
theft” as a fight to protect ev-
ery Indian’s right to choose, 
demanding answers over al-

leged irregularities in West 
Bengal and other states.

The INDIA bloc is prepar-
ing for the November 1 rally, 
titled ‘Chalo Dilli Ramlila 
March’, which is expected to 
focus on alleged electoral 
malpractice, the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls and Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar.

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi also appealed to citi-
zens to join the march, de-
scribing it as a collective ef-
fort to safeguard democracy 
and constitutional values. In a 

video message on X, he urged 
people from different political 
backgrounds, including stu-
dent organisations, to partici-
pate without fear of possible 
police action.

Meanwhile, Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge is 
hosting INDIA bloc MPs 
ahead of a planned mock par-
liament on Friday. Opposition 
leaders intend to symbolically 
“impeach” the Chief Election 
Commissioner during the 
event.

The mock parliament will 
precede the November 1 rally, 
where opposition parties plan 
to press their concerns over 
electoral processes and de-
mand greater accountability.

Former West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee

Park Hospitals plans ₹200 crore 
expansion in Prayagraj

PRAYAGRAJ

Park Medi World Limited 
plans to build a 550-bed 

multi-speciality hospital in 
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, with 
an investment of ₹200 crore 
over the next two years, as 
part of its expansion across 
North India.

Civic partnership
The hospital is being devel-
oped in partnership with the 
Prayagraj Municipal Corpora-
tion under a public-private 
partnership (PPP) model. The 
civic body will reimburse 
₹76.52 crore towards con-
struction costs, accounting for 
around 38% of the estimated 
project expenditure. This will 
reduce the company’s effec-
tive investment to approxi-
mately ₹123.48 crore.

Managing Director Dr Ankit 
Gupta said the project would 
strengthen the company’s 
presence in emerging health-
care markets. Park Medi 

World aims to expand its total 
network capacity to approxi-
mately 6,600 beds by Decem-
ber 2028.

The network
The company currently oper-
ates 17 hospitals with around 
4,290 beds across 15 cities in 
six states. Its Uttar Pradesh 
presence includes a 360-bed 
hospital in Agra, while facili-
ties in Kanpur and Gorakhpur 
are also in the pipeline.

The Prayagraj project forms 
part of a broader expansion 
strategy involving new hospi-
tal developments, acquisitions 
and capacity additions at ex-
isting facilities. According to 
the company, six additional 
hospitals are being integrated 
into its network, while three 
existing facilities are undergo-
ing capacity expansion.

Park Hospitals operates 
across Delhi, Haryana, Pun-
jab, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand.

Shiv Sena MLA’s farmer suicide remarks trigger outcry
MUMBAI

Shiv Sena MLA Sanjay Gaik-
wad has triggered widespread 
criticism after saying that 
people should not attend the 
funerals of farmers who die 
by suicide, amid worsening 
drought conditions in Maha-
rashtra. The Buldhana legisla-
tor made the controversial 
remarks while addressing 
farmers’ distress, suggesting 
that public attendance at such 
funerals should be avoided. 
He also made a disturbing 
statement about animals con-
suming the bodies, claiming it 
would discourage others from 
dying by suicide.

Gaikwad urged farmers fac-
ing difficulties to approach 
the government, their MLAs 
or MPs for assistance instead 
of taking their own lives. He 
said such deaths leave chil-
dren and families helpless.

Opposition hits out
The remarks drew sharp criti-
cism from the opposition 
Maha Vikas Aghadi, which 

accused the ruling government 
of failing to adequately ad-
dress the agrarian crisis. The 
Maharashtra Congress said 
farmers’ suicides stemmed 
from policy failures and finan-
cial distress rather than arro-
gance. The party also criti-
cised the state government’s 
reported assistance of ₹5,000, 
arguing that it was insuffi-
cient compared with farmers’ 
demand for compensation of 
₹1 lakh per hectare.

The controversy comes as 
parts of Maharashtra face 
drought-like conditions and 
growing concerns over farm-
ers’ livelihoods. Opposition 
leaders questioned the respon-

sibility of elected representa-
tives to support distressed 
agricultural communities.

Neither Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis nor Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde 
had publicly commented on 
the remarks at the time of 
publication.

Past controversies
Gaikwad has faced previous 
controversies. In 2024, he 
claimed to have hunted a tiger 
in 1987, while in 2025, he 
was reported to have slapped 
a canteen employee over an 
allegation involving stale 
food at the MLA hostel in 
Mumbai.

Palaniswami calls key meeting amid AIADMK rebellion
CHENNAI

AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi K Palaniswami has 
called a crucial meeting of 
party district secretaries on 
November 1 as he seeks to 
consolidate his leadership 
amid electoral setbacks and 
growing internal dissent.

The meeting, scheduled at 
the party headquarters in 
Chennai, is seen as a signifi-
cant test of Palaniswami’s au-
thority ahead of the mandato-
ry year-end General Council 
meeting.

The party’s position has 
weakened following its third-
place finish in the Maduran-
takam and Dharapuram As-
sembly by-elections earlier 
this month. The rise of Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) 
has added to the AIADMK’s 
challenges, intensifying con-
cerns among party leaders 
over its political direction.

Senior functionaries, in-
cluding former ministers C Ve 
Shanmugam and S P Veluma-
ni, have reportedly expressed 
dissatisfaction with the cur-
rent leadership’s strategy and 

called for discussions on re-
cent political developments.

Dissent in the ranks
The party is also facing dis-
sent within its legislative 
ranks. According to sources, a 
group of AIADMK MLAs 
who supported the TVK gov-
ernment during a trust vote on 
May 13 is considering ap-
proaching the Assembly 
Speaker to seek recognition as 
a separate group.

In response, Palaniswami 
has reshuffled district-level 
party functionaries, replacing 

some leaders with loyalists in 
an apparent effort to strength-
en his support among district 
secretaries, who play an influ-
ential role in the General 
Council.

The November 1 meeting 
is expected to set the agenda 
for the party’s Executive 
Committee and General 
Council meetings, which 
must be held by December. 
Discussions may include dis-
ciplinary action against ex-
pelled leaders and the possi-
bility of reconciliation with 
dissenters.

UP sets uniform rules for government job verification

The new order replaces verification 
rules dating back to 1958

Gujarat court 
sentences three to 

life for cow slaughter
GANDHINAGAR

A court in Gujarat’s Gan-
dhinagar district has sen-
tenced three men to life 
imprisonment for cow 

slaughter and imposed a 
fine of ₹3 lakh after they 

were found guilty in a 
case involving 277 kg of 

beef. Additional Sessions 
Judge B.R. Rajput cited 

the Manusmriti and other 
Hindu scriptures while ex-

plaining the cow’s reli-
gious significance. The 

case dates to August 22, 
2024, when six people 
were arrested during a 

raid in Jamla village. The 
prosecution presented 54 

witnesses and 18 docu-
mentary records. Three of 
the six accused were con-
victed. Deputy Chief Min-
ister Harsh Sanghavi wel-
comed the verdict, prais-
ing the police investiga-

tion and prosecution.

Jharkhand worker 
jailed in Dubai; 

family seeks help
PALAMU

A 23‑year-old man from 
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict has reportedly been 
lodged in a Dubai jail for 
four months after alleg-
edly leaving his job with-

out informing his em-
ployer and paying an 

agent to arrange his re-
turn to India. Shashi Ku-
mar Paswan’s father, La-
lan Paswan, approached 
Hussainabad police on 

Monday, seeking govern-
ment intervention to se-

cure his son’s release. 
Shashi had travelled to 

the UAE in 2025 for con-
tract-based employ-
ment and reportedly 

wanted to return for his 
sister’s wedding on June 

26. His wife has urged 
authorities to provide le-

gal assistance. Police 
said the complaint has 

been forwarded to high-
er authorities.

Cyclone Arnab 
damages Chhattisgarh 

paddy crops
RAIPUR

Unseasonal rainfall and 
strong winds linked to 

Cyclone Arnab have 
damaged harvest-ready 
paddy crops across sev-

eral parts of Chhattis-
garh, leaving farmers 

worried about repaying 
agricultural loans and 

meeting household ex-
penses. Bastar, Raipur, 

Bilaspur and Surguja di-
visions have reported 
crop damage over the 

past two days. Farmers 
said strong winds flat-
tened standing crops, 
while waterlogging in-
creased the risk of fur-

ther losses. Farmers Ta-
rachand Sahu, Piyush 

Sahu and Moti Lal Sahu 
urged the government 

to conduct damage as-
sessments and provide 

compensation. They 
said substantial invest-
ments in seeds and fer-
tilisers, often financed 

through loans, were now 
at risk.

Rain in 24 hours to 8.30 
am Thursday

Patrapur 546 mm

Sorada 503.8 mm

G Udayagiri 462.4 mm
Figures: officials

“When the vote is 
under threat, silence 

is not an option.”
— Mamata Banerjee,  

in a post on X

Prayagraj: the 550-bed hospital is due 
within two years

The expansion
■	 Prayagraj: 550 beds, ₹200 

crore over two years
■	 Civic body: ₹76.52 crore 

towards construction
■	 Today: 17 hospitals, about 

4,290 beds
■	 By Dec 2028: about 6,600 

beds

The Maharashtra 
Congress said farmers’ 
suicides stemmed from 

policy failures and 
financial distress

UP GOVERNMENT JOBS POLICY

What the order says
Serious offences

Murder, rape, terrorism, cybercrime, 
forgery and more can bar a 
candidate

Beliefs
Political beliefs alone cannot 
decide eligibility

FIRs
No automatic bar unless a court 
has framed charges

Serving staff
No fresh character verification
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ITALY

Indian Navy warship INS Tr-
ishul has completed its port 
visit to Civitavecchia, Italy, 
strengthening maritime coop-
eration and professional ties 
between the Indian and Italian 
navies. The visit ended on 
October 28 as part of the 
ship’s ongoing deployment in 
the Mediterranean Sea.

During its stay, INS Trishul 
took part in professional 
meetings, cultural activities 
and exchanges with Italian 
naval officials. The ship also 

welcomed visitors, including 
members of the Indian com-
munity and local residents, 
giving them an opportunity 
to learn about the Indian Na-
vy’s traditions and activities.

As part of the visit, the 
commanding officer of INS 
Trishul met Vice Admiral 

Aurelio De Carolis, Fleet 
Commander of the Italian 
Navy. The ship’s crew also 
visited the Italian Navy’s air-
craft carrier, ITS Cavour, 
which was present at Civita-
vecchia.

Indian Ambassador to Italy 
Vani Rao and Vice Admiral 
De Carolis also visited INS 
Trishul and interacted with 
its crew. They attended a cul-
tural event hosted aboard the 
ship, which brought together 
the Mayor of Civitavecchia, 

senior officials of the Italian 
Navy and Coast Guard, de-
fence representatives from 13 
countries, civil dignitaries and 
members of the Indian com-
munity.

The visit reflects the grow-
ing partnership between India 
and Italy, particularly in mar-
itime security and naval coop-
eration.

INS Trishul has now de-
parted Civitavecchia for the 
next phase of its Mediterra-
nean deployment.

INDONESIA

Indian and Indonesian Special 
Forces have conducted joint 
live-firing drills in Banyuwan-
gi, Indonesia, as part of the 
11th edition of Exercise Garu-
da Shakti. The exercise aims 
to improve combat skills, op-
erational readiness and coordi-

nation between the forces of 
both countries.

The live-firing training in-
cluded combat marksmanship, 
transition firing and sniper fir-
ing. Soldiers focused on im-
proving their speed, accuracy 

and ability to respond during 
simulated combat situations. 
The exercise began on October 
27 and will continue until No-
vember 6. The Indian team 
includes personnel from the 
Parachute Regiment (Special 
Forces), while Indonesia has 
deployed troops from its Spe-
cial Forces. The joint training 
provides an opportunity for 
both sides to share their expe-
rience, understand each other’s 
methods and improve their 
ability to work together during 
operations.

The programme also covers 

special operations in jungle 
areas, obstacle crossing, 
mountaineering, air assault 
training and combat fitness.

The exercise will conclude 
with a validation exercise de-
signed to test the troops in re-
alistic operational situations.

Exercise Garuda Shakti is 
part of the wider defence part-
nership between India and In-
donesia. During Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Indonesia in July 2026, the 
two countries reaffirmed their 
commitment to expanding 
their strategic partnership.

PAKISTAN

At least 10 people, including 
a patient, were killed after an 
oxygen cylinder exploded 
inside a parked ambulance at 
a government-run medical 
facility in Pakistan’s south-
ern Sindh province, officials 
said on Thursday.

The explosion occurred 
overnight in Tharparkar dis-
trict, according to district 
Police Chief Arif Aziz. The 
victims included medical fa-
cility staff, patients and their 
relatives.

Local police official 
Khalil Abro said patients 
were being transferred to an-

other hospital when the blast 
occurred. Images shared on 
social media and television 
showed flames engulfing the 
ambulance. Another image 
showed the vehicle’s black-
ened remains outside a 
building, with people gath-
ered nearby.

The incident has raised 

concerns about safety at 
medical facilities and the 
handling of oxygen cylin-
ders. However, officials have 
not yet confirmed the exact 
cause of the explosion.

Pakistan President Asif Ali 
Zardari expressed grief over 
the deaths and called for a 
prompt and transparent in-

vestigation. He urged author-
ities to identify the cause of 
the blast and strengthen safe-
ty measures to prevent simi-
lar incidents. He also offered 
condolences to the victims’ 
families and wished the in-
jured a speedy recovery.

The  inc ident  comes 
months after another tragedy 

at the Pakistan Institute of 
Medical Sciences in Islam-
abad. In August, a fire 
caused by an exploding air 
conditioner killed 14 new-
born babies in a hospital 
nursery. The only baby res-
cued from the nursery died 
weeks later, taking the death 
toll to 15.

ISRAEL

Netanyahu’s Likud party has 
demanded investigations into 
alleged bribery, threats, vio-
lence, forged documents and 
multiple voting. The Central 
Elections Committee chief, 
Justice Noam Sohlberg, has 
asked Israel’s internal security 
agency, Shin Bet, to investi-
gate suspected foreign inter-
ference.

According to preliminary 
projections, Netanyahu’s bloc 
is expected to win 53 seats, 
while opposition parties led 
by Gadi Eisenkot may secure 
48 seats. Arab-led parties are 
projected to win 19 seats in 
the 120-member Knesset. No 
group has reached the 61 
seats required for a majority. 
The final results are expected 
by November 4.

Netanyahu has called the 
controversy “Ra’amgate” and 
accused foreign groups of try-
ing to help Arab-led parties, 
including Ra’am and the Joint 
List. Some Hebrew-language 

media reports have mentioned 
Qatar and Turkiye as possible 
sources of funding, but offi-
cials have not publicly estab-
lished any country’s involve-
ment.

Police arrested three sus-
pects in southern Israel on 

election day over suspected 
voter bribery.

Arab-led parties have re-
jected the allegations, accus-
ing Likud of trying to discred-
it Arab voters and weaken 
their political influence.

The Arab-led parties could 
play a key role in government 
formation. Their projected 
seats may help the opposition 
reach a majority, although 
disagreements over coopera-
tion remain a challenge.

The Shin Bet investigation 
is expected to report its find-
ings within a week of the re-
quest. President Isaac Herzog 
will consult political parties 
after the final results and in-
vite a suitable candidate to 
form the government.

INDIANA

Indiana State Treasurer Dan-
iel Elliott has rejected China’s 
criticism of his participation 
in Taiwan’s National Day re-
ception, saying that a foreign 
government cannot decide 
how elected officials perform 
their duties. On Thursday, he 
also confirmed that Indiana 
would continue its economic 
engagement with Taiwan.

Elliott attended the recep-
tion hosted by Taiwan’s repre-
sentative office in Chicago on 
October 9. On October 12, 
China’s Consulate-General in 
Chicago sent a letter urging 
him to avoid future official 
interactions with Taiwanese 
representatives. Elliott later 
shared the letter on social me-
dia and opposed China’s de-
mand.

He said his responsibility 
was to serve the people of In-

diana and that foreign govern-
ments should not interfere 
with the lawful work of state 
officials. He also stressed that 
Indiana’s economic relations 
with Taiwan were in the 
state’s interest and would con-
tinue despite China’s objec-
tions.

The dispute comes amid 
continuing tensions between 
China and Taiwan. Beijing 
considers Taiwan part of its 
territory and opposes official 
interactions that could suggest 
recognition of Taiwan as an 
independent country. Taiwan, 
meanwhile, maintains its own 
government and conducts 
economic and diplomatic en-
gagement with international 
partners.

Elliott also highlighted In-
diana’s efforts to protect its 
farmland from foreign pur-
chases, including transactions 
involving entities linked to 

the Chinese government. He 
said his office would continue 
safeguarding the state’s agri-
cultural land.

According to Elliott, his of-
fice had attracted around $1.8 
billion in investment over the 
previous three years. He sug-
gested that the timing and 
tone of China’s letter reflected 
growing attention to Indiana’s 
economic progress.

US

Global oil prices fell on 
Thursday as hopes of re-
newed peace talks between 
the United States and Iran 
eased concerns about possible 
supply disruptions. However, 
continued tensions in the 
Middle East kept markets un-
certain.

Brent crude futures dropped 
1.73 per cent to $113.32 per 
barrel, while US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude fell 
2.06 per cent to $100.66, ac-
cording to CNBC.

Reports said US Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance had contacted 
Iranian official Mohsen Re-
zaei to restart peace talks. Qa-
tar has also reportedly pro-
posed a plan to end the con-
flict involving Iran, the US 
and Israel. However, an Irani-

an official rejected the pro-
posals, showing that major 
differences remain. Iran’s for-
eign minister said Tehran was 
still open to diplomatic ef-

forts.
Despite hopes for peace, 

investors remain concerned 
about possible attacks by Ye-
men’s Houthi movement and 
potential US military action 
against Iran. Any disruption 
to oil production or shipments 
could push prices higher.

High oil prices increase 

transport and manufacturing 
costs, adding to inflation. This 
also creates challenges for 
central banks deciding wheth-
er to change interest rates.

José Torres, senior econo-
mist at Interactive Brokers, 
said expensive crude oil re-
mained a key factor driving 
inflation above target levels. 
However, he noted that wider 
price pressures remained rel-
atively limited.

Torres warned that sharp 
interest rate increases in re-
sponse to oil supply problems 
could weaken employment 
and increase credit risks. A 
peaceful settlement could re-
duce inflation pressures and 
ease concerns over further 
rate hikes.

He added that WTI prices 
falling towards $70 per barrel 
could strengthen the case for 
future US interest rate cuts. 
However, the outlook will de-
pend on developments in the 
Middle East, oil prices and 
inflation.

Oil prices fall as US-Iran 
peace talks raise hopes

Global energy markets weakened as diplomatic developments offered 
hope of easing tensions, although persistent regional instability 

continued to influence investor sentiment and supply expectations.

Russian drone strike 
kills 13 at Dnipro 

railway station
DNIPRO

At least 13 people were killed 
and five others injured after a 
Russian drone struck a rail-
way platform in Dnipro, cen-
tral Ukraine, on Thursday. A 
train was waiting at the sta-
tion when the attack took 
place, Ukrainian authorities 
said. Dnipropetrovsk regional 
governor Oleksandr Ganzha 
confirmed the deaths and in-
juries in a statement shared 
on Telegram. Dnipro Mayor 
Borys Filatov described the 
incident as a tragedy and said 
the drone had hit a civilian 
electric train. He also report-
ed that several people had 
been killed and many others 
wounded in the attack.

According to Ukrainian 
Railways, a jet-powered Rus-
sian drone hit one of the plat-
forms at Dnipro station. Train 
No. 866, travelling from Dni-
pro to Zaporizhzhia, was at 
the platform when the strike 

occurred. Railway officials 
said authorities had an-
nounced an elevated threat 
level before the attack. How-
ever, many passengers were 
still present on the platform 
when the drone hit.

The latest incident adds to 

concerns over the safety of 
Ukraine’s railway network 
during the ongoing war with 
Russia.

In September alone, passen-
gers were evacuated from 
more than 5,800 Ukrainian 
train services because of the 
threat of drone strikes, the na-
tional railway operator told.

Netanyahu’s vote theft claims 
deepen Israel’s political crisis

Indiana Treasurer rejects China’s 
criticism over Taiwan visit

India and Indonesia strengthen 
ties through joint military drills

INS Trishul strengthens India-Italy 
maritime cooperation

Oxygen cylinder blast in parked ambulance kills 10 in Pakistan

Bangladesh tribunal 
sentences Awami League 

leader to death
DHAKA

Bangladesh’s Internation-
al Crimes Tribunal-2 sen-

tenced Awami League 
joint general secretary 

Mahbubul Alam Hanif to 
death for the killing of six 
protesters during the July 
2024 uprising in Kushtia. 

Three senior party leaders 
— Sadar Uddin Khan, 

Azgar Ali and Ataur Rah-
man Ata — were sen-

tenced to life imprison-
ment in the same crimes 
against humanity case.

The three-member tribu-
nal, led by Chairman Noz-
rul Islam Chowdhury, de-

livered the verdict on 
Thursday. All four convict-
ed leaders are reportedly 

absconding.

Nepali farmers fear 
paddy losses as cyclone-

linked rains loom
LALITPUR

Farmers in Nepal are 
rushing to harvest ripe 
paddy as heavy rainfall 
linked to Cyclone Arnab 
threatens crops during 
the crucial harvest sea-
son. In Bungmati, near 

Kathmandu Valley, farm-
ers fear moisture could 

delay drying, cause grains 
to germinate and destroy 
months of work. Authori-
ties have warned of pos-
sible heavy rain, thunder-

storms, lightning and 
strong winds across sev-

eral provinces.

US Treasury yields fall as 
investors assess Fed’s 
December rate outlook

NEW YORK

US Treasury yields de-
clined on Thursday after 
the Federal Reserve kept 
interest rates unchanged, 
as investors assessed in-

flation trends and the 
possibility of a rate hike in 

December. The 10‑year 
Treasury yield fell five ba-

sis points to 4.995%, 
while the two-year yield 

dropped five basis points 
to 4.683%. The 30‑year 

yield declined three basis 
points to 5.329%.

Sri Lanka’s new 
terrorism bill raises 

rights concerns
COLOMBO

Human Rights Watch 
has raised concerns over 

Sri Lanka’s proposed 
Protection of the State 
from Terrorism Bill, say-

ing it retains powers that 
could lead to human 
rights violations. The 

draft also allows deten-
tion orders to be issued 
for up to two months, 

with extensions reaching 
one year.

Nepal to prioritise 
Himalayan climate 

issues at COP31
KATHMANDU

Nepal will push for great-
er attention to Himalayan 

climate problems, cli-
mate-related losses, fi-
nancial support and cli-
mate justice at the up-

coming UN Climate 
Change Conference 

(COP31), Foreign Minister 
Shishir Khanal said on 

Thursday.

$113.32
Brent crude a barrel, down 1.73%

$100.66
WTI crude a barrel, down 2.06%

A Russian drone strike 
on a railway platform in 
Ukraine’s Dnipro killed 
13 people and injured 

five, officials said, 
raising civilian safety 

concerns.

Projected Knesset seats (61 for a majority)

Netanyahu’s bloc 53

Eisenkot-led opposition 48

Arab-led parties 19
Preliminary projections; 120-member Knesset

The Taiwan row
OCT 9
Elliott attends Taiwan’s 
National Day reception in 
Chicago

OCT 12
China’s Chicago consulate 
urges him to avoid official 
contact with Taiwanese 
representatives

THURSDAY
He rejects the demand: ties 
with Taiwan will continue

Garuda Shakti, 11th 
edition
WHERE Banyuwangi, 

Indonesia

WHEN Oct 27 to Nov 6

INDIA Parachute Regiment 
(Special Forces)

The visit reflects the 
growing partnership 
between India and Italy

AMBULANCE BLAST
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Power Star Puneeth Rajkumar 
remembered on fifth anniversary

Karnataka Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar, Union 
Ministers Pralhad Joshi 
and H.D. Kumaraswamy, 

Leader of the Opposition R. Ashoka 
and BJP state president B.Y. Vijay-
endra paid tribute to Kannada super-
star Puneeth Rajkumar on the fifth 
anniversary of his death on Thursday. 

Puneeth, popularly known as 
Appu and Power Star, 
died of cardiac arrest on 
October 29, 2021, at 
the age of 46. 

The youngest son 
of legendary actor 
Dr. Rajkumar, he 
remains one of the 
most loved per-
sona l i t i e s  in 
Kannada cine-
ma.

Chief Min-
ister Shiva-
kumar re-
membered 

Puneeth for his acting talent, humil-
ity and warm smile, saying he con-
tinued to live in the hearts of mil-
lions of Kannadigas. 

He also recalled the actor ’s 
achievements as a child artist and 
his contribution to Kannada cinema.

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi paid 
tribute to Puneeth, highlighting his 
simplicity, humanity and public ser-
vice. He said the actor had earned a 
lasting place in people’s hearts 
through his films and charitable 
work, including contributions to ed-
ucation, healthcare and social wel-
fare.

Union Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy also remembered the actor, 
praising his simple personality and 
service to society. He said Puneeth’s 
memories would remain alive among 
his admirers for generations. Leader 
of the Opposition R. Ashoka recalled 
how Puneeth began his ca-
reer as a child artist before 
becoming a leading star. He 

urged people to remember the actor’s 
contributions to cinema and society.

BJP state president B.Y. Vijay-
endra described Puneeth as a beloved 
figure whose compassion, simplicity 
and social service had strengthened 
his bond with people across Karnata-
ka.

Puneeth’s wife, Ashwini Puneeth 
Rajkumar, and actor-filmmaker Rish-
ab Shetty also shared emotional trib-
utes. Rishab remembered Appu as a 
friend whose smile and memories 
would never fade.

Fans across the state marked the 
anniversary through tributes and 
blood donation drives. Puneeth’s or-
gan donation after his death also con-
tinues to inspire people.

Five years after his passing, his 
legacy remains deeply rooted in 

Kannada cin-
e m a  a n d 
public life.

Mangaluru screening 
to raise funds for 

Vinutha’s treatment
The team behind the Kan-

nada telefilm Monalisa – 
Is in Trouble has organised a 
special screening to raise 
funds for the medical treat-
ment of Vinutha C. Naik, a 
22-year-old law student from 
Karkala who is reportedly bat-
tling serious health complica-
tions.

Vinutha, a student of SDM 
Law College, portrayed the 
character of Monalisa in the 
telefilm, produced by director 
Brindavan N. Shetty under 
Raghavendra Studio in associ-
ation with Coastal Films. The 
film premiered in May 2026.

According to information 
shared by the organisers, 
Vinutha suffered a brain hae-
morrhage after the film’s re-
lease and is undergoing treat-
ment. Her family has report-
edly spent a substantial 
amount on medical care and 
requires an estimated ₹8 lakh 
to ₹10 lakh for further sur-
gery, medicines and post-op-
erative treatment. The family 
is facing financial difficulties 
in meeting these expenses.

To support her treatment, 

the film team will hold a spe-
cial screening on October 30, 
2026, at 6.30 pm at Bharath 
Cinemas, Bejai, KSRTC 
Road, Mangaluru.

People wishing to attend the 
s c r een ing  can  con tac t 
8088701742 for ticket book-
ings.

Alwyn Joel Noronha has 
appealed to residents of Man-
galuru, well-wishers and 
members of the public to sup-
port the initiative by attending 
the screening and sharing in-
formation about it.

The appeal urges people to 
come together to help Vinutha 
and her family during this dif-
ficult period. Organisers hope 
the screening will raise funds 
towards her medical expenses 
and provide financial relief to 
her family.

Residents are encouraged to 
verify the screening and fundrais-
ing details with the organisers 
before making contributions.

Every ticket purchased 
could help support the fund-
raising effort and bring hope 
to a family facing a serious 
medical and financial crisis.

Janhvi Kapoor Confirms Relationship, 
Rules Out Marriage Soon

Actor Janhvi Kapoor has 
confirmed her relation-

ship with Shikhar Pahariya 
during an appearance on Kof-
fee With Karan Season 9, 
ending years of speculation 
about their romance. She also 
said marriage was not on the 
cards for at least another two 
to three years.

During the episode, host 
Karan Johar asked Janhvi 
whether she was officially 
dating Shikhar. She con-
firmed the relationship, ex-
plaining that she preferred 
not to keep tiptoeing around 
her personal life, although 
she wanted to protect it from 
unwanted attention.

Actor Varun Dhawan also 
recalled an incident during a 
turbulent flight when he had 
to look after Janhvi and Shi-
khar.

When asked about mar-
riage, Janhvi said they were 
in a good place but were not 
planning to marry anytime 
soon. She added that relation-
ships around them were fac-
ing challenges, but they re-
mained happy together.

Janhvi also spoke about 
Shikhar's support following 

the death of her mother, vet-
eran actor Sridevi. She re-
called that although they 
were not romantically in-
volved at the time, Shikhar 
left his studies in Lon-
don midway through 
the semester and 
returned to Mum-
bai to support her. 
He  repor ted ly 
s t a y e d  w i t h  a 
friend in Juhu so he 
could be available 
whenever she needed 
him.

Janhvi and Shikhar have 
known each other since their 
teenage years. The actor has 
previously described him as 
an important part of her life 
and someone who has sup-
ported her through difficult 
times.

Their frequent appearances 
together at family gatherings, 
temple visits and public 
events have attracted con-
siderable attention. Jan-
hvi's social media posts, 
customised T-shirts 
and a necklace linked 
to Shikhar have also 
fuelled speculation 
about their rela-

tionship. Reports suggesting 
that the couple would marry 
in 2026 were denied by Jan-
hvi's father, producer Boney 

Kapoor, in May.

Sai Pallavi wants a caring 
partner who cooks

Actor Sai Pallavi has 
shared the qualities 

she would like in a life 
partner, saying he should be 
a good person, avoid being 

self-centred, accept his mis-
takes and know how to cook.

During an appearance on 
Kaun Banega Crorepati 18, 
hosted by Amitabh Bachchan, 
Sai was asked about the 

qualities she would look 
for in a partner when she 
gets married.

The actor said she 
wanted someone who 
could reflect on his ac-
tions, understand his 

shortcomings and take 
responsibility for his 

mistakes instead of blaming 
others. She added that being a 
good person mattered more 
than having a long list of ex-
pectations, although knowing 
how to cook would be an add-
ed advantage.

During the episode, Sai also 
spoke about her journey from 
studying medicine to becom-
ing an actor. When asked 
about the career change, she 
suggested that acting was her 
destiny. 

Her co-star Ranbir Kapoor 
added humour to the conver-
sation by joking that God had 
written acting in her prescrip-
tion, drawing laughter and 
applause from the audience.

‘Tanu Weds Manu 3 needs 
Kangana, Madhavan’

Filmmaker Aanand L Rai 
has said that the third in-

stalment of the hit romantic 
comedy franchise Tanu Weds 
Manu cannot move forward 
without its original lead ac-
tors, R Madhavan and Kanga-
na Ranaut.

Rai said any future instal-
ment, whether the third, fourth 
or fifth, would feature both ac-
tors. His statement comes amid 
reports that the third film was 
being planned with a new cast 
and an independent storyline.

Rai directed the first two 
films, released in 2011 and 
2015, respectively. Both films 
were commercially successful 
and gained popularity for their 
portrayal of small-town life and 
relationships.

The filmmaker also dis-
cussed the growing preference 
for big-budget productions in 
Hindi cinema, saying his pri-
mary focus remained on story-
telling rather than a film's fi-
nancial scale.

Rai said he chose projects 
based on whether the story ex-
cited him, adding that a com-
pelling film could be made on 
either a modest or a large bud-
get. He also advised filmmak-

ers to recognise their strengths 
instead of blindly following 
industry trends.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
Jagran Film Festival, Rai dis-
cussed his latest production, Na-
khrewaalii, which stars newcom-
ers Ansh Duggal and Pragati Sri-
vastava. Directed by Rahul Shank-
lya, the film is scheduled for the-
atrical release on October 30.

Rai praised both actors for 
their confidence and perfor-
mances on the sets, saying their 
approach impressed him. Dug-
gal expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity, while Srivastava 
said working with Rai gave her 
the freedom to understand and 
portray her character.

The filmmaker, known for 
films such as Raanjhanaa and 
Atrangi Re, reiterated that film-
makers should remain commit-
ted to their creative strengths 
while exploring new stories and 
talent.

Esha Deol urges respect for 
veteran actors amid trolling
Actor Esha Deol has 

criticised the disre-
spectful treatment of 

veteran actors Jaya Bach-
chan and Hema Malini by 
social media users and pa-
parazzi, urging photogra-
phers to respect the people 
who have contributed to In-
dian cinema.

Esha said photographers 
should not be held solely re-
sponsible for their be-
haviour, as those managing 
social media pages could 
encourage such interactions 
to attract likes and online at-
tention.

Comparing the situation to 
a child's upbringing, she said 
the people directing photog-
raphers and running the pag-
es should also be held ac-
countable. 

She added that addressing 
the root cause was important 
to prevent such behaviour.

Esha said her family had 
experienced similar situa-
tions and described the con-
duct as disrespectful. She 
stressed that veteran actors 
were the pillars of the film 
industry and deserved appre-
ciation for their contribu-
tions to cinema.

She also urged photogra-
phers to understand that ce-
lebrities had different com-
fort levels when interacting 
with them. 

While some actors en-
joyed light-hearted banter, 
others were uncomfortable 
with such exchanges.

Esha said photographers 
should respect these differ-
ences and avoid crossing 
personal boundaries. She 
added that there was nothing 
wrong with friendly interac-
tions when both sides were 
comfortable.

Jaya Bachchan has fre-
quently faced online criti-
cism over her interactions 
with paparazzi, particularly 
when she objects to photog-
raphers directing her during 
photo sessions. 

Hema Malini has also 
faced criticism for some of 
her responses to photogra-
phers.

Esha's remarks highlight 
the need for respectful inter-
actions between celebrities 
and the paparazzi, while also 
drawing attention to the role 
social media platforms play 
in encouraging online en-
gagement.

  Tamannaah dismisses 
Annu Kapoor’s remarks
Actor Tamannaah Bha-

tia has said she re-
mains focused on her ca-
reer and is unbothered by 
veteran actor Annu Ka-
poor’s remarks about her 
complexion and appear-
ance, which drew criticism 
last year for being sexist 
and misogynistic.

Tamannaah was asked 
about the comments and 
whether her recent film 
choices reflected a change 
in her professional image.

She said creative people 
must learn to listen and de-
cide which opinions de-
serve attention. She added 
that giving importance to 
hurtful remarks could pre-
vent people, particularly 
women, from moving for-
ward in life.

Tamannaah said she pre-
ferred to concentrate on 
her acting career and the 
projects she wanted to pur-
sue. She also described her 
work as a service, adding 
that she believed audiences 

connected with work that 
came from the right place.

The controversy began 
last year when Kapoor ap-
peared on a YouTube chan-
nel hosted by Shubhankar 
Mishra. During the conver-
sation, the host mentioned 
Tamannaah and the song 
Aaj Ki Raat. Kapoor then 
commented on her com-
plexion and physical ap-
pearance. His remarks at-
tracted criticism on social 
media, with many viewers 
describing them as inap-
propriate and sexist.

Despite the controversy, 
Tamannaah has continued 
to focus on her film career. 
She was recently seen in 
Vvaan: Force of the For-
est,  which also stars 
Sidharth Malhotra.

The actor is next expect-
ed to appear in Ragini 
MMS 3, produced by Ba-
laji Motion Pictures. The 
film also features Junaid 
Khan and is scheduled for 
release in 2027.

Film Academy Invites 
Applications For 

Filmmaking Workshops
The Karnataka Chalanachi-

tra Academy has invited on-
line applications from aspir-
ing filmmakers, technicians, 
and women for its upcoming 
training workshops, “Cini 
Samvada” and “Mahila Cini 
Samvada.”

Academy Registrar Vinod 
Chandra announced that the 
three-day “Cini Samvada” 
workshop will run from No-
vember 14 to November 16, 
2026. This comprehensive 
session is open to cinema en-
thusiasts aged 21 and above, 
including emerging directors, 
writers, actors, and techni-
cians. Meanwhile, the dedi-
cated one-day “Mahila Cini 
Samvada” will take place on 
November 17, 2026, offering 
specialized filmmaking train-
ing exclusively for women 
above 21 years of age.

Interested candidates must 
submit their applications on-
line before November 10, 
2026, as submissions after the 
deadline will not be enter-
tained. Candidates can apply 
through the official website, 
www.kca.karnataka.gov.in, or 
by emailing kca.filmmaking-
workshop@gmail.com.
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Delhi smash record 
262 in Women's T20s

Delhi's record-breaking innings featured 
Tanisha Singh's explosive century and a 
dominant partnership that powered the 

side to 262 runs.

NEW DELHI

Delhi set a new record for the 
highest total by any team in 
domestic women's T20 crick-
et, scoring 262 for six against 
Hyderabad in the Senior 
Women's T20 Trophy in Pune.

The total surpassed the pre-
vious record of 257 for two, 
set by Goa against Arunachal 
Pradesh during the 2019-20 
season. Delhi's score also 
ranked as the 11th-highest to-
tal in women's T20 cricket 
overall, with the top scores 
coming from women's T20 
internationals.

Opening batter Tanisha 
S ingh  l ed  De lh i ' s  r e -
cord-breaking innings with a 
spectacular 119 off just 47 
deliveries. Her century came 
in 38 balls, making it the joint 
third-fastest hundred in wom-
en's T20 cricket. Only Kiran 
Navgire, with a 34-ball centu-

ry, and Sophie Devine, with a 
36-ball effort, have reached 
the milestone faster. Tanisha's 
achievement matched Dean-
dra Dottin's century against 
South Africa in 2010.

The 23-year-old struck 25 
fours and one six despite los-
ing opening partner Vanshika 
Lila early. She then combined 
with India international Priya 
Punia, who scored 59 off 28 
balls, to build a 160-run part-
nership in just 66 deliveries.

Shweta Sehrawat added 
further momentum with 26 
runs off eight balls, including 
three sixes. Contributions 
from Nazma Khan, Deeksha 
Sharma and captain Soni Ya-
dav helped Delhi reach the 
landmark total. Hyderabad's 
Vanka Pooja was the standout 
bowler, claiming four wickets 
for 32 runs.

In reply, Hyderabad man-
aged 154 for eight. Opener G 

Trisha scored 80 off 52 balls, 
but received limited support 
as Delhi secured a command-
ing 108-run victory.

BCCI plans WPL expansion beyond five teams

KOCHI

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) will 
hold discussions on expand-
ing the Women’s Premier 
League (WPL) beyond its ex-
isting five teams from next 
year, secretary Devajit Saikia 
said, pointing to the growing 
pool of women cricketers 
seeking opportunities in the 
tournament.

His comments came a day 
after the WPL 2027 auction 
was held in Kochi, where 
around 150 players were in 
contention, but only a limited 
number secured places across 
the five franchises. The 
league, launched in 2023, has 
emerged as a major platform 
for women’s franchise cricket 

in India.
Saikia said the number of 

teams was insufficient to ac-
commodate the growing sup-
ply of women cricketers and 
indicated that the BCCI 
would examine expansion 
alongside other improvements 
to the league’s ecosystem.

“There are about 150 play-
ers who are in the fray here 
and hardly 27 we had to take 
but still so many players were 
left out,” Saikia said in a vid-
eo shared on the WPL’s social 
media accounts.

He added that discussions 
would cover not only the 
number of teams but also op-
portunities for coaches, selec-
tors and other stakeholders.

An expansion by one or two 
franchises, potentially accom-
panied by higher player bud-
gets, could provide more do-
mestic cricketers with oppor-
tunities to compete at the high-
est level of franchise cricket.

Saikia also welcomed the 
selection of 15-year-old un-
capped all-rounder Uma 
Kashvi, who was picked by 
Delhi Capitals for Rs 10 lakh. 
He described the opportunity 

for a young player to enter the 
league as a positive develop-
ment for women’s cricket.

The WPL 2027 season is 
scheduled to run from January 
14 to February 7. Saikia cred-

ited the league with contribut-
ing to the growth of women’s 
cricket across India and high-
lighted the national team’s 
recent success as evidence of 
the sport’s progress.

The BCCI will explore 
expanding the Women’s Premier 

League beyond five teams 
from next year, as growing 
domestic talent intensifies 

competition for limited 
franchise opportunities across 

the country.

BCCI to brainstorm on adding more WPL teams from next year:
• �BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia says the board will discuss 

expanding the league beyond five teams from next year.

• �Around 150 players were in contention at the WPL 2027 auction.

• �The league currently has five franchises and began in 2023.

• �15-year-old Uma Kashvi was signed by Delhi Capitals for Rs 10 lakh.

• �The 2027 season is scheduled for January 14 to February 7.

Mumbai Indians part 
ways with three coaches

MUMBAI

Five-time Indian Premier League 
champions Mumbai Indians have an-
nounced the departure of bowling 
coaches Lasith Malinga and Paras 
Mhambrey, along with fielding coach 
Carl Hopkinson, as the franchise un-
dergoes changes to its men's coach-
ing staff ahead of the next season.

The announcement on Thursday 
comes days after Kieron Pollard was 
appointed the team's new head coach 
following Mahela Jayawardene's de-
parture. The latest exits mark a sig-
nificant change in the support staff of 
one of the IPL's most successful fran-
chises.

Malinga, the legendary Sri Lankan 
fast bowler, has enjoyed a long asso-
ciation with Mumbai Indians. He 
played a crucial role in four of the 
franchise's IPL title-winning cam-
paigns and its 2011 Champions 
League Twenty20 triumph. After re-
tiring from international cricket in 
2021, he worked as Rajasthan Roy-
als' fast-bowling coach for two sea-
sons before returning to Mumbai In-
dians ahead of IPL 2024.

His second stint with the franchise 
followed an earlier spell as a mentor 
in 2018. He returned to the playing 
field the following year, partnering 
Jasprit Bumrah with the new ball as 
Mumbai Indians secured their fourth 
IPL title.

Mhambrey also had two spells 
with Mumbai Indians, serving from 
2010 to 2017 before returning ahead 
of the 2025 season. He was India's 
bowling coach from November 2021 
to July 2024, a period that included 
the national team's T20 World Cup 
victory. He was also part of Mum-
bai's IPL-winning campaigns in 2013 
and Champions League T20 triumphs 
in 2011 and 2013.

Hopkinson, formerly England's 
fielding coach, joined Mumbai Indi-
ans before the 2025 season to 
strengthen the team's fielding stan-
dards.

Mumbai 
Indians extend 
their heartfelt 
gratitude to 
Lasith, Paras 
and Carl for 
their 
contributions 
to the team 
and the wider 
MI family.

- Mumbai Indians 
(franchise 

statement).

India eye spin options 
against New Zealand

AUCKLAND

India may make changes to its 
playing XI for the fourth T20I 
against New Zealand at Eden 
Park in Auckland on Friday, 
with wrist-spinners Kuldeep 
Yadav and Varun Chakaravar-
thy among the players who 
could receive opportunities. 
India have already secured an 
unassailable 3-0 lead in the 
five-match series.

A near-capacity crowd of 
around 40,000 is expected at 

Eden Park, setting a new at-
tendance record for a bilateral 
series match in New Zealand. 
The previous record was 
36,523 spectators during a 
men's and women's dou-
ble-header between New Zea-
land and India at the venue in 
2019.

Kuldeep and Varun have 
received limited opportunities 
in recent months as India's 
team management has fa-
voured a batting-heavy com-
bination, extending the bat-
ting depth to number eight. 
The strategy has helped India 
succeed in a series dominated 
by high scores. Kuldeep, who 
played twice against the West 
Indies at home, has not fea-
tured in the current series in 
Wellington.

India could consider resting 
Axar Patel or Naman Dhir to 
accommodate one of the 
wrist-spinners, although 
Dhir's recent form may com-
plicate the decision.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, re-
turning to international crick-
et after four years, delivered 
yorkers at the death in Wel-
lington but has conceded 139 
runs off 72 balls. Prince Ya-
dav could retain his place af-
ter keeping Mayank Yadav 
out of the last two matches.

Josh Inglis scripts history 
with comeback century in 

deciding Test
CAPE TOWN

Australian wicketkeeper-batter Josh Inglis etched 
his name into the history books with a second Test 
century during the third Test match against South 
Africa at Newlands here on Thursday. Inglis, who 
made a return to the Test Playing XI after nearly 
a year, scored a 132-ball hundred in the first in-
nings to help the Aussies take a lead.

With the knock, Inglis has become the first Aus-
tralian cricketer to score multiple centuries across 
the three formats. This was his second Test ton, 
with his first one coming against S r i 
Lanka last year in Sri Lanka.

Only three Aussies have 
hit multiple tons in T20Is. 
Apart from Inglis, Glenn 
Maxwell (5) and Aaron 
Finch (2) have more than 
one T20I century, but 
neither of the two have 
multiple tons in the other 
formats.

Maxwell also has four ODI cen- t u r i e s 
but only one Test ton, which came against India 
in 2017. Finch has 17 ODI centuries too, but he 
did not score a Test hundred, and this makes Ing-
lis the only Aussie to have more than one hundred 
in all three formats of the game.

Inglis made a return to the Playing XI for the 
series-deciding Test, having last played a Test in 
the 2025 Ashes at home. He was on the mend 
from a fractured finger he sustained during the 
preceding ODI series against South Africa. As the 
Aussies rang in four changes, Inglis made a re-
turn, along with Cameron Green, Nathan Lyon 
and Cooper Connolly.

Sujeet loses in 65kg 
freestyle QF; Manisha 

enters women’s 59kg SF
ASTANA

Asian champion Sujeet 
Kalkal suffered a narrow loss 
in the men's freestyle 65kg 
quarterfinal at the World 
Wrestling Championships 
here on Thursday. The Asian 
Games champion was handed 
a close 3-3 loss on criteria by 
Tajikistan's Abdulmazhid Ku-
diev, whom the Indian had 
defeated in Aichi-Nagoya to 
win Asian Games gold after 
launching an extraordinary 
late fightback from being 2-9 
down. In the quarterfinal in 
Astana, Sujeet took a 3-1 
lead over Kudiev, and he 
managed to go behind Kudi-
ev for a takedown, but the 
Tajik wrestler reached for Su-
jeet's heel to defend and then 
managed to score a take-
down. Kudiev held his 3-3 
criteria lead to win.

This was Sujeet's third 
meeting with Kudiev this 
year. He had beaten the Tajik 
wrestler 7-2 in the semi-finals 
of the 2026 Asian Champion-
ships before going on to win 
the continental title.

Sujeet began on a strong 
note as he dominated Nino 
Leutert of Switzerland in the 
opening bout. He used two-
arm throws for two points 
each  be fore  h i t t ing  a 
four-pointer to lead 8-0. Leu-
tert scored a stepout to extend 
the bout, but Sujeet scored a 
second-period takedown to 
win 12-1.

Veteran coaches back India’s young footballers for future
NEW DELHI

The inaugural FIFA U15 
World Cup & Festival in 
Azerbaijan has given India’s 
young footballers a platform 
to test themselves against 
teams from across the world. 
Played in an 8v8 format with 
two 20-minute halves, the fes-
tival is designed around de-
velopment and exposure rath-
er than the conventional 
90-minute game.

India have so far played 
five matches in Group K and 
two in the tournament phase. 
The Blue Colts began with 
wins over Laos and Camer-
oon, drew with Grenada, beat 
Bahrain and then lost to Sen-
egal. They finished third in 
Group K before moving into 
Tier C of the tournament 
phase.

India suffered a 1-2 defeat 
against Honduras before de-
feating Trinidad and Tobago 
3-2 and will next play Af-
ghanistan. But the bigger sto-
ry has been the experience 
gained by Bibiano Fernandes’ 
young side and the belief they 
have created.

For India’s U-15 boys in 
Baku, the encouragement of 
experienced coaches and foot-
ball figures has provided ex-
actly that.

Former India coach Shabbir 
Ali praised the team’s overall 
effort. “Very good perfor-
mance. We have to give cred-
it to the coach as well as the 
players and support staff,” he 
said.

Sanjoy Sen believes the 
format should not diminish 
what the youngsters have 
achieved. "Whether it is 8v8, 
it doesn't matter, but our per-
formance under Bibiano has 
been really good so far," he 
said.

For Sen, however, the next 

step is crucial. He stressed 
that these players need regu-
lar competitive football to 
mature, arguing that they 
should ideally play 30 to 40 
matches in a season. “When 
you play many matches, men-
tally you will be much stron-
ger, then you can face any 
challenges,” he explained.

Sankarlal Chakraborty was 
equally impressed by Bibia-
no’s work, praising how the 
coach “controlled the kids 
and made them play football 
with a wonderful game plan 

in every single match.”
Armando Colaco also urged 

continuity, saying the boys 
under Bibiano “must be kept 
for a longer period to get the 
best results in the future.”

The Baku experience has 
therefore offered more than 
results. It has given India’s 
young players international 
exposure, competitive experi-
ence and, most importantly, a 
group of experienced voices 
reminding everyone that their 
development must continue 
long after the festival ends.

KEY MATCH FACTS:
• �Match: Fourth T20I, India 

vs New Zealand

• �Venue: Eden Park, 
Auckland

• �Series: India lead 3-0 in 
the five-match series

• �Expected attendance: 
Nearly 40,000, a record for 
a bilateral series match in 
New Zealand

• �India's T20I record 
against New Zealand: 
22 wins, 11 defeats and 
one tie

• �Selection watch: 
Kuldeep Yadav and Varun 
Chakaravarthy could 
feature, while Ishan Kis-
han's availability remains 
uncertain.


