CITYSHILIGHTS

The Truth Speaks

SATURDAY » JANUARY 31,2026 » VOL: 11» ISSUE: 197» PAGES 121 32.00

|
u m Trump Warns Britain PM Modi Hails @ m Senegal Coach Pape
W=RLD NEWS J Over China Ties Historic India— Thiaw Banned,
(1 ll AaC as Starmer Seeks EU Free Trade Fined After AFCON
/ Economic Reset Agreement Final Chaos \
Certified English Daily t

v BENGALURU HUBBALLI MANGALURU MYSURU KALABURAGI @Cityhilights.news@gmail.com

@www.ibcworld news.com

Sunetra Pawar likely to be

new Maharashtra Deputy CM

Sunetra Pawar is reportedly set to become Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister following her husband Ajit Pawar’s tragic demise

MUMBAI

Sunetra Pawar is expected to
take oath as Maharashtra’s
Deputy Chief Minister on
Saturday, party sources said.
The move comes just two
days after the sudden death
of senior NCP leader and
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, which left a major
leadership gap in the party
and the state government.

A meeting of the National-
ist Congress Party legisla-
ture wing has been called,
where Sunetra Pawar is like-
ly to be elected as its leader.
Senior minister Chhagan
Bhujbal said many party
leaders have openly support-
ed her name for the post. He
added that Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has indi-
cated he has no objection,
provided the party follows
due process.

Sunetra Pawar is current-
ly a Rajya Sabha member
and not part of the state leg-

¥

islature. The Baramati As-
sembly seat fell vacant after
Ajit Pawar’s death in a re-
cent plane crash. Party lead-
ers said selecting a legisla-
ture party leader is the first
formal step before confirm-
ing the Deputy Chief Min-
ister’s appointment. Sources
also said Sunetra Pawar
may be given the Excise
and Sports portfolios, while
the Finance Department
could remain with the Chief

Mlnlster Senior leaders
Praful Patel and Sunil Tat-
kare are reviewing legal and
procedural matters, includ-
ing whether any mourning
period norms apply.
Earlier, Praful Patel met
the Chief Minister in Mum-
bai to discuss filling the va-
cant post and other cabinet
responsibilities. He said the
party would also consider
the views of the Pawar fam-
ily and public sentiment be-

With the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
leadership backing
Sunetra Pawar to fill the
vacuum created by the
death of her husband Ajit
Pawar, the 63-year-old
Rajya Sabha MP is set
to become Maharash-
tra’s first woman Deputy
Chief Minister on Satur-
day. Though she married
into the Pawar family
for over four decades,
Sunetra largely remained
away from active politics

until recently.

fore finalising decisions.
Ajit Pawar’s passing has
also renewed talk of a possi-
ble reunion between differ-
ent NCP factions, making
the coming days important
for Maharashtra politics.
Observers say stability in
government will be watched.

Uncertainty
Grows Over
Manipur Govt
Formation

NEW DELHI

Political uncertainty continues
in Manipur as President’s Rule
in the state is set to complete
one year next month, with no
clear indication yet on when a
popular government may be
restored. The 60-member Ma-
nipur Assembly has remained
under suspended animation
since President’s Rule was im-
posed on February 13, 2025,
following prolonged ethnic
violence between Meitei and
Kuki communities. The As-
sembly’s term runs until
March 2027. Sources said the
BJP leadership has held sever-
al rounds of discussions with
party MLAs from both com-
munities. The party’s North-
east coordinator Sambit Patra
has reportedly met Meitei and
Kuki legislators separately. In
December last year, senior BJP
leader B.L. Santhosh and Patra
held a joint meeting with more
than 30 BJP MLAs, including
Speaker Thokchom Satyabrata
Singh and former Chief Min-
ister N. Biren Singh.

HOMAGE TO MAHATMA

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah pald homage to Mahatma Gandhl at Vidhana Soudha on Martyrs’ Day, honoring
the country’s freedom struggle. Speaker Basavaraj Horatti, Ministers Bosaraju, H.K. Patil, and other dignitaries were

present to join the solemn tribute, commemorating the sacrifice of India’s martyrs.
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Shah Blames Congress for Assam Demographic Change

DIBRUGARH

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday alleged that
Assam’s population pattern
changed sharply during years
of Congress rule and said the
BJP government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
working to correct the situa-
tion. He urged voters to give
the BJP a third straight term in
the state to stop illegal infiltra-
tion and protect tribal identity.

Shah was speaking at the

RAN-EU TERROR STANDOFF

closing ceremony of the 10th
Mising Youth Festival at
Kareng Chapori. He claimed
that the number of in- |
filtrators increased
significantly in the
past and that they had
become dominant in
several districts. Ac-
cording to him, the
BJP governments in
Assam have taken firm steps to
remove encroachments and
safeguard land. He praised the
Mising community for pre-

serving their culture and pre-
venting illegal settlers from
moving into Upper Assam.
Shah said their hard-
working lifestyle has
acted as a strong so-
cial barrier without
the need for vio-
lence. Referring to
the Bogibeel Bridge
over the Brahmapu-
tra, Shah said the project
stands as a symbol of develop-
ment and credited local com-
munities for their contribution.

Iran EU tenszons rlse after terror tag move

NEW DELHI

Tensions between Iran and
Western nations rose sharply
after Iran announced it
would label the armed forces
of European Union countries
s “terrorist groups.” The
move comes after the EU of-
ficially declared Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) a terrorist or-
ganisation.
Iran called the EU decision
hostile and warned of conse-
quences. Iranian officials said
the European action crossed a
line and would damage diplo-
matic ties. In response, Teh-
ran said countries supporting
the move would face recipro-

cal measures.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi said
there are currently no firm
plans for direct talks with the
United States, even though
Iran remains open to “fair and

equitable” negotiations. He
made the remarks during a
visit to Turkey, where leaders
are trying to reduce regional
tensions.

In Britain, Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said the UK is

working with allies to ensure
Iran does not develop nuclear
weapons. The United Nations
has also urged dialogue to
prevent further escalation.
Reports said a US Navy de-
stroyer docked at Israel’s Eilat
port as part of planned coop-
eration, while Washington
continues its “maximum pres-
sure” policy on Tehran.

Iran has warned it would target
American bases if attacked. At
the same time, regional pow-
ers like Turkey and Qatar are
attempting to mediate.

With strong statements com-
ing from all sides, diplomatic
efforts now face a serious test
as fears grow over possible
military confrontation.

BJP's ‘Scam Lords’ jibe at CM,
DCM sparks row; KPCC files case

BENGALURU

The Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (KPCC) has
filed a complaint with the Cy-
ber Crime Police Station in
Bengaluru against the official
X handle of the Karnataka BJP
for allegedly posting defama-
tory content targeting Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, Depu-
ty Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar, and other ministers.

Based on the complaint sub-
mitted by the KPCC’s legal
team, police have registered a
case and initiated an investiga-
tion. The complaint relates to
a post carrying images of the
CM, DCM, and other minis-
ters under the caption “Scam
Lords,” which accused the
Congress government of loot-
ing the state. The KPCC al-
leged that the content was mis-
leading, malicious, and aimed
at tarnishing the reputations of
leaders without evidence,
while also creating confusion
in society.

In the post, BJP Karnataka
claimed it exposed the “scam

KPCC contended that the

content was misleading,
malicious and aimed at
tarnishing reputations
without substantiation

empire” of the Congress gov-
ernment, using hashtags criti-
cal of the ruling party. Police
officials confirmed that the
case has been accepted and
further examination is under-
way to determine any legal
violations.

Meanwhile, Karnataka BJP
president BY Vijayendra de-
manded a proper investigation
into an alleged excise scam
worth over Rs 6,000 crore,
calling for a probe by either a
sitting High Court judge or the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI). He also sought the
resignation of Excise Minister

Ramappa Timmapur. Vijay-
endra said the BJP and JD(S)
are jointly staging protests
near Vidhana Soudha against
what they termed a “corrupt”
Congress government.

Speaking to the media here,
Vijayendra said that the BJP
and Janata Dal (Secular) are
jointly staging a protest near
the Mahatma Gandhi statue at
Vidhana Soudha against the
"corrupt" Congress govern-
ment.

"Rs 6,000 crore scam
wherein the excise minister
and his family members are
involved, and proof has al-
ready emerged, but CM Sidda-
ramaiah is not willing to dis-
cuss this on the floor of the
house. Investigation by the
CBI or a sitting high court
judge is the only answer to the
entire scam. The Siddaramaiah
government is trying to cover
up the entire scam and create
drama. Outside the house and
inside the house, we are going
to demand the resignation of
the excise minister," Vijay-
endra told reporters here.

Policy grants 12 days of paid menstrual leave
annually to female staff, aiming to boost well-being

Education Dept Introduces
Menstrual Leave Policy

BENGALURU

In a landmark move, the Kar-
nataka Education Department
has formally notified 12 days
of paid menstrual leave for
women employees in govern-
ment institutions. The notifica-
tion, issued by Commissioner
Vikas Suralkar on January 28,
operationalizes the state gov-
ernment’s November 2025
decision. The policy applies to
women aged 18 to 52, ac-
knowledging that menstruation
can affect productivity, com-
fort, and morale. According to
the departmental circular, the
initiative aims to “improve ef-
ficiency, morale, and overall
well-being” in the workforce.
Officials noted that the poli-
cy ensures procedural simplic-
ity while respecting privacy
and dignity. Observers say the
move could set a precedent for
gender-sensitive workplace
practices across the state.
Employees and unions are
encouraged to familiarize
themselves with the frame-
work to ensure smooth im-
plementation. The Educa-
tion Department has asked
all government institutions
to align their HR and pay-

roll systems with the new
policy promptly.

This development has
sparked discussions on broad-
er workplace inclusivity, with
advocates hoping other depart-
ments and private organiza-
tions may adopt similar mea-
sures in the near future.

Key provisions of the

circular include:

= No carryover: Unused
menstrual leave cannot
be transferred month to
month.

= No medical certificate
required: Women can
avail leave without
furnishing proof.

m Mandatory for employers:
Menstrual leave must
be granted and treated
like casual leave.

m Separate attendance
marking: Leave is
recorded distinctly in
attendance registers.

m Cannot be combined
with other leave: It
cannot be merged with
casual or earned leave.

Confident Group
owner CJ Roy
dies by suicide at
Bengaluru office

BENGALURU

Dr. C.J. Roy, 57, chairman of
Confident Group, was found
dead at his office in central
Bengaluru on Friday, sending
shockwaves through business
circles. Police said Roy was
discovered with a gunshot
wound inside his Anepalya of-
fice and was g

declared dead |

at the spot after * .
staff alerted au-
thorities.

Senior police
officers and fo-
rensic teams
reached the office and began an
investigation. Earlier in the day,
Roy had reportedly been ques-
tioned by the Enforcement Di-
rectorate. Preliminary findings
suggest he was alone when the
incident occurred.

Police have registered the
case as a suspected suicide and
said no clear motive has been
established so far. Officials stat-
ed it is not yet known whether
a suicide note was left. A
post-mortem examination has
been ordered, and investigators
are reviewing Roy’s personal
and professional background.
Family members, colleagues,
and close associates are being
questioned as part of the probe.

Modi Honors
Gandhi, Promotes
Swadeshi Progress

NEW DELHI

PM Narendra Modi paid trib-
ute to Mahatma Gandhi on
Friday, marking the Father of
the Nation’s death anniversary,
observed nationwide as Mar-
tyrs’ Day. At Rajghat in New
Delhi, Modi remembered
Gandhi’s life, legacy, and his
enduring message of peace,
justice, and freedom. Speaking
on the occasion, the Prime
Minister highlighted Gandhi’s
emphasis on ‘swadeshi’—the
promotion of locally made
goods and self-reliance—as a
guiding principle for India’s
development. Modi said the
concept of swadeshi remains
central to the government’s vi-
sion of a developed, self-reliant
nation. “His personality and
deeds will forever continue to
inspire the people of the coun-
try to walk the path of duty,”
Modi wrote in a post on X.

QUICK READ

NCB busts major drug
racket across states

AHMEDABAD

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau busted a major inter-
state drug racket and
seized 35 kg of MD drugs
worth about Rs ten crore
in Surat. Officers also un-
covered an illegal drug
laboratory in Mysuru and
seized over five hundred
kg of chemicals. Three
people including master-
mind Mahindra Kumar
Vishnoi were arrested. Of-
ficials recovered opium,
cash, and chemicals from
his house. The NCB said
Vishnoi planned drug pro-
duction while in jail and
later set up the labin an
industrial area. The unit
was disguised as a clean-
ing chemical factory. Fur-
ther investigation is under-
way. Officials said raids
may continue in cities.

SCdeclares menstrual
health a fundamental right

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
January 30, 2026, ruled
that the right to menstrual
health is part of the funda-
mental right to life and
dignity under Article 21.
The court emphasized that
lack of menstrual hygiene
management (MHM) in
schools harms students’
dignity, autonomy, and ed-
ucation. It directed all
schools, government and
private, to provide func-
tional toilets, sanitary nap-
kins through vending ma-
chines, and ‘MHM corners’
with essential supplies.
Private schools failing to
comply risk de-recogni-
tion. The judgment also
highlighted educating
male students and teach-
ers about menstruation to
prevent harassment.
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Restoration Drive Begins to

Safeguard Icomc Mysore Palace Walls

MYSURU

In a significant step towards
preserving one of India’s most
celebrated heritage land-
marks, the Mysore Palace
Board has initiated restoration
works on parts of the palace
fort wall that have developed
cracks.

The move comes as a pre-
cautionary measure ahead of
the upcoming monsoon sea-
son, which could further dam-
age the historic structure.

The world-famous Mysore
Palace attracts thousands of
tourists every day from across
the country and abroad.
Known for its architectural
grandeur and cultural signifi-
cance, the palace stands as a
proud symbol of India’s rich
heritage. The Mysore Palace
Board has been entrusted with
the responsibility of maintain-
ing and preserving this iconic
monument while ensuring

visitor safety and structural
stability.

T.S.Subramanya, deputy
director, Mysore Palace
Board said they have ob-
served cracks in the fort wall
located near the historic
Someshwara Temple within
the palace premises. Consid-
ering the possible risk of de-
terioration during heavy rains,
the matter was discussed in
detail during a recent Mysore

Palace Board meeting. The
board identified both previ-
ously repaired sections and
vulnerable areas that require
immediate attention and ap-
proved comprehensive repair
works.

Following the board’s ap-
proval, the restoration project
has been awarded through the
e-procurement process to a
Mysuru-based construction
Company. The firm has com-

menced the repair work in
accordance with established
conservation guidelines and
government regulations.

He said that the repair work
will strictly follow the origi-
nal construction style and ma-
terials used in the historic fort
wall to preserve its authentic-
ity and architectural integrity.
The restoration is aimed not
only at maintaining the aes-
thetic beauty of the palace but
also at ensuring long-term
safety and durability of the
structure.

The Mysore Palace Board
has reiterated its commitment
to protecting the palace’s his-
torical legacy while continu-
ing to provide visitors with a
safe and enriching cultural
experience. The ongoing res-
toration efforts are expected
to strengthen the structure
and help safeguard this trea-
sured monument for future
generations.

Recover MUDA
scam crores
immediately:

Raghu Kautilya

MYSURU

State BJP Backward Classes
Morcha President Raghu Kau-
tilya has strongly criticised the
alleged inaction of the Mysuru
Development Authority (MDA)
Administrator and Deputy
Commissioner G.Lakshmikanth
Reddy in recovering thousands
of crores worth
of sites illegal-
ly allotted
during the ten-
ure of the erst-
while Mysore
Urban Devel-
opment Au- :
thority (MUDA). Addressing
the media here on Friday, he
said investigations into the al-
leged irregularities are already
being carried out by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) and
the Lokayukta. The Justice De-
sai Commission has submitted
its report to the government,
while the ED has reportedly
seized hundreds of plots and
arrested former MUDA Com-
missioner Dinesh Kumar as part
of its ongoing probe.

However, Kautilya expressed
concern over the functioning of
the Lokayukta investigation,
alleging that it has failed to in-
still public confidence and ap-
pears to be favouring individu-
als currently holding influential
positions. Referring to the con-
troversy involving Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah’s family, Kau-
tilya stated that they had volun-
tarily returned 14 sites allotted
to them after the matter sur-
faced. He claimed that more
than 5,000 sites were allegedly
allotted under a controversial
50:50 ratio policy, violating
rules and depriving genuine ap-
plicants who had been waiting
for years to secure sites through
legal procedures.

The BJP leader alleged that
illegal allotments, free-sale
transactions, and revenue regis-
trations had taken place in sev-
eral instances, describing the
developments as a “dark chap-
ter” in independent India’s ad-
ministrative history. After
MUDA was restructured as the
Mysuru Development Authority
with a fresh mandate to ensure
transparency and safeguard
public assets, expectations were
high that corrective measures
would be taken. “Despite these
changes, the MDA officials
have failed to initiate decisive
steps to confiscate illegally al-
lotted sites and restore them to
the Authority. Several disputed
sites are not reflected in official
records, have not received ap-
proval from local departments,
and are allegedly being sold or
developed, with houses already
coming up in certain areas. Ac-
cusing the Authority of indirect-
ly shielding illegal beneficia-
ries, Kautilya warned that if
immediate steps are not taken to
reclaim the properties, com-
plaints would be filed against
MDA officials before the Lo-
kayukta. A Public Interest Liti-
gation (PIL) may be filed in the
Karnataka High Court to safe-
guard public property and pro-

“Madhwa Purandara Namana” -
9-Day ‘Samagra Purana Darshan’ to
Enrich Devotees in Mysuru

MYSURU

The Haridasa Sangeeta Sahi-
tyotsava Samiti is set to orga-
nise a spiritually enriching
and culturally vibrant pro-
gramme titled “Madhwa Pu-
randara Namana — Samagra
Purana Darshan” from Febru-
ary 1 to February 9, 2026, at
the Sarada Vilas Centenary
Bhavan in Mysuru.

he programme will be held
daily from 5.00 PM to 8.30
PM, with the inaugural func-
tion scheduled on February 1
at 6.00 PM. Renowned schol-
ars and dignitaries from My-
suru are expected to partici-
pate in the event.

The Haridasa Sangeeta Sa-
hityotsava Samiti, which has
been actively working for the
past 23 years, has been organ-
ising innovative and spiritual-
ly significant programmes
dedicated to promoting Dasa
Sahitya and Vyasa Sahitya.
With a commitment to pre-
serving and popularising
these rich literary and devo-
tional traditions, the Samiti
has introduced several mean-
ingful cultural initiatives.

As part of this vision, the
Samiti launched a distinctive
and much-appreciated pro-
gramme titled “Ganasiri—Ve-
danta Lahari,” which uniquely
blends Dasa Sahitya with Vya-
sa Sahitya. The programme,
which has received over-
whelming support and appre-
ciation from devotees, has
now reached its 13th edition.

In this unique format, an
Acharya presents an in-depth
analysis and interpretation of
the selected spiritual topic,
while renowned singers ren-
der relevant Dasara hymns
and kirtans in accordance
with the theme. Both the dis-
course and musical presenta-
tion are conducted simultane-
ously on a single platform,
offering devotees a holistic
spiritual experience.

Continuing this tradition, the
13th edition of Ganasiri—Ve-
danta Lahari aims to provide a
concise yet comprehensive
introduction to the 18 Puranas
composed by Sage Vyasa
through the “Samagra Purana
Darshan” series. The nine-day
programme will feature partic-
ipation from eminent scholars
from Karnataka as well as
neighbouring states. Each day,
two Puranas will be analysed,
giving devotees a rare oppor-
tunity to gain insights into the
sacred texts.

Adding to the devotional
fervour, 18 young and re-

nowned singers from different
parts of the state will render
musical service during the
programme. The daily sched-
ule will commence with a
musical presentation by the
singers from 5.00 PM to 6.00
PM, where they will perform
popular and traditional Dasara
Kirtans.

From 6.00 PM to 8.30
PM, the Acharya will deliver
spiritual discourses under
the Ganasiri—Vedanta Lahari
series, accompanied by de-
votional singing of related
kirtans. Additionally, women
from various Bhajan Manda-
lis across Mysuru city will
perform Harinama Sankirta-
na every day, adding devo-
tional grandeur to the pro-
gramme.

S.Ravikumar, Organising
Secretary of the Haridasa
Sangeeta Sahityotsava Samiti,
has invited devotees, music
lovers, and the general public
to participate in large num-
bers and benefit from the spir-
itually uplifting event.

Instilling Moral Values is the sole Purpose
of Education: Dr. Avarekadu Vijayakumar

MYSURU

Assistant Translation and
Coordination Officer Dr.
Avarekadu Vijayakumar
said that the main objective
of education should be to
instill moral values, as con-
veyed through the vachanas
(poetic verses) of Mahayogi
Vemana. He was speaking
today at the Mahayogi Vem-
ana Jayanti programme or-
ganised by the District Ad-
ministration, the Department
of Kannada and Culture, and
the Mysuru City Corpora-
tion at the premises of Kar-
nataka Kalamandira Mini
Auditorium.

He said that Mahayogi
Vemana corrected social
evils and irregularities
through his vachanas and
became a guiding light for
the common people. Vema-
na’s vachanas continue to
provide direction and guid-
ance to the general public as
well as future generations of
children.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sri Vemananda Swamiji of
Harihara Erehosahalli, who
presided over the event, said

through good character re-
mains everlasting. Building
a strong personality does not
require any degree or posi-
tion, but depends on the val-
ues we cultivate and the way
we lead our lives. Mahayogi
Vemana stands among the
great personalities who de-
livered meaningful messag-
es to society and stressed
that people should adopt his
ideals and shape their lives
in the light of his teachings.

The seer said that the
teachings of great saints are
presented within the frame-
work of philosophy and
principles, and that Vema-
na’s vachanas help remove
superstition and guide peo-
ple to live responsibly with-

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. P. Shivaraj,
said that when a person lives
for the welfare of society,
they become a source of
strength and inspire divine
feelings in the hearts of peo-
ple. Mahayogi Vemana too
cultivated such divinity in
society.

He added that neither
curses nor blessings are giv-
en by God; rather, they are
shaped by one’s own ac-
tions. Those who live as role
models and serve as guiding
lights for society become
true blessings to it. He also
mentioned that Hemareddy
Mallamma played an im-
portant role as Vemana’s
sister-in-law and served as a

JSS assures higher educatlon opportunities
for dlfferently-abled students

MYSURU

Dr. B. Suresh, Pro-Chancellor
of JSS Academy of Higher Ed-
ucation and Research and Di-
rector of the Technical Divi-
sion, assured that special-
ly-abled students will be pro-
vided facilities not only for
diploma education but also for
degree, postgraduate studies,
and even Ph.D. programmes.

Speaking as the chief guest
at the inauguration of the
State-level Science Exhibition
and Open Day held on Thurs-
day at the JSS Polytechnic for
the Differently-Abled, located
on the SJCE campus in the
city on Friday, he said that a
degree course in Computer
Science has already been in-
troduced and that postgradu-
ate and research opportunities
will be provided in the future.
With knowledge, ability, in-
terest, enthusiasm, courage,
skill, and foresight, anyone
can achieve anything. Among
the JSS institutions, the JSS
Polytechnic for the Different-
ly-Abled, Suttur Free School,
and Hospital are like three
precious gems.

Dr. R. Anand, CEO of the
Karnataka Science and Tech-
nology Academy who inaugu-
rated the program, said that
after observing the demonstra-
tions at the exhibition, it is
clear that there are no limita-
tions among differently-abled
students. Instead, their ideas,
confidence, and creativity are
clearly visible. Disability is
not a barrier to ability; rather,
it is a strength that encourages
new ways of thinking, which

has been proven through the
models prepared by the stu-
dents. Science is not limited to
textbooks or laboratories. It is
about having a questioning
mind, the vision to identify
problems, and the determina-
tion to find solutions. Students
should consider the science
exhibition as an important
milestone in their lives. They
should continue to ask ques-
tions, experiment, and explore
new ideas while believing in
their abilities, as future science
and technology require diverse
talents like theirs.

He appreciated teachers,
mentors, and parents who
play a major role in building
confidence, self-reliance, and
scientific thinking among stu-
dents. He noted that when
specially-abled students get
appropriate platforms to
showcase their talent, they
become a true inspiration to
society.

Recalling achievements of
differently-abled individuals
in science and other fields, he
cited renowned scientist Ste-
phen Hawking as an example,
who proved that physical lim-

itations do not hinder success.
Temple Grandin, despite hav-
ing autism, brought revolu-
tionary changes in animal
science. Helen Keller and
John Nash also made remark-
able achievements in their
respective fields. In India too,
several scientists and technol-
ogists have overcome physi-
cal challenges and contributed
significantly to organisations
like ISRO, DRDO, and the
Indian Institute of Science.
Achievements of personalities
such as Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Dr. Ramanujan Iyer, Dr. Anita
Gupta, and Dr. Narendra Jad-
hav demonstrate that talent
flourishes when given the
right opportunities, he added.

The programme was presid-
ed over by Polytechnic Princi-
pal B. Elangovan. Senior jour-
nalist Amshi Prasannakumar
attended as the chief guest.

N.M. Shivakumaraswamy
and K. Kushal welcomed the
gathering. Dr. S.G. Sreekan-
thaswamy delivered the vote
of thanks. Dr. Palaniswamy
compered the programme,
while Amulya rendered the
invocation.

Wish Box Marks Golden Milestone:
50th CSR Celebration to Bring
Smiles to Underprivileged Children

MYSURU

The Mysore CHRO Forum
and EDIN Foundation are set
to celebrate a significant mile-
stone as their flagship Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiative, “Wish Box,”
completes its 50th edition.

The Golden Jubilee cele-
bration of this heart-touching
program will be held on Sun-
day, February 1, 2026, with a
series of meaningful and joy-
ous activities aimed at spread-
ing happiness among under-
privileged children.

Launched on January 2,
2022, in memory of late actor
Dr. Puneeth Rajkumar, Wish
Box has grown into a remark-
able voluntary social service
movement. The program is
conducted on the first Sunday
of every month, during which a
dedicated team of volunteers
visits orphanages, old-age
homes, and institutions for spe-
cially gifted children. Unlike
conventional charity drives that
provide pre-arranged meals,
Wish Box stands out by fulfill-
ing the food wishes of benefi-
ciaries, allowing them to enjoy
meals of their choice.

Over the years, the initia-
tive has received overwhelm-
ing support from HR profes-
sionals, industry leaders, aca-
demicians, and social contrib-
utors from across Karnataka,

As part of the 50th celebra-
tion, a total of 75 children
from two institutions have
been selected to participate in
a special outing. This includes
35 children aged between 5
and 15 years from Nele Foun-
dation (Ajita Nele), Bogadi,
Mysuru, and 40 children aged
between 7 and 17 years from
Shivamba Pratishtana (Paru-
sha Kalika Kutira), Kiragasur
Village in Malavalli Taluk.

The highlight of the cele-
bration will be providing
these children with their
first-ever amusement park ex-
perience at GRS Fantasy Park
in Mysuru. The children will
get an opportunity to enjoy
various rides and recreational
activities, followed by a spe-
cially arranged buffet meal.

A felicitation ceremony hon-
ouring donors and supporters
of the initiative is scheduled to
be held at 3:30 PM on the
same day. The event will also
feature distribution of free
writing material kits to all par-
ticipating children, release of
the Wish Box 2026 Annual
Almanac, and vibrant cultural
performances. The program is
being supported by GRS Fan-
tasy Park, Seshadripuram In-
stitute of Technology, Mysuru,
and Smart Solutions, Mysuru.

For further details, the or-
ganisers can be contacted at
Kushal Rao — 99866 25070 or

Citizens stage
protest outside
CMC office

HUNSUR

Beneficiaries who were issued
title deeds (Hakku Patra) nearly
25 years ago but are yet to be
allotted plots staged a massive
protest in front of the City Mu-
nicipal Council under the lead-
ership of the Taluk Citizens’
Welfare Protection Committee,
expressing their anger against
the civic administration.
Addressing the protesters in
Hunsur on Friday, Taluk Presi-
dent of the Citizens” Welfare
Protection Committee, Swami-
gowda, said that under the
Ashraya Committee scheme,
urban landless poor people, in-
cluding Dalits, backward class-
es, and weaker sections, were
allotted vacant sites in Manju-
natha Layout and V.P. Bore area
during 1991-92. Later, during
2002-03, the then MLA late V.
Papanna identified and selected
870 eligible beneficiaries be-
longing to backward and weak-
er sections through the Ashraya
Committee. The list was ap-
proved by the Deputy Commis-
sioner, and title deeds were dis-
tributed through the Tahsildar
during 2004-05. However, he
alleged that even after 22 years,
from 2004-05 to 2025-26, nei-
ther the then Town Municipal
Council nor the present City Mu-
nicipal Council has taken steps to
identify the sites, provide plot
demarcation, or create property
records (Khata) for the beneficia-
ries who received title deeds.
Due to this negligence, landless
and vulnerable sections have suf-
fered grave injustice. He stated
that the protest was organised to
urge the taluk administration to
immediately identify and allot
plots to the beneficiaries. Vice
President Raju, who also spoke
at the protest, said beneficiaries
have been visiting the munici-
pal office for the past 25 years
seeking plot allotment, but nei-
ther public representatives nor
authorities have shown concern

tect the interests of genuine site that the reputation earned  in the mainstream of society.  guiding influence in his life. making it a successful and Suvarsha Gowda — | forthe poor, Dalits, and weaker
applicants awaiting allotment. sustainable CSR model. 96869 44233. sections.
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GUJARAT-NCB OPERATION TARGETS ‘PHENYL’
FACTORY AMID NARCOTICS SUSPICION

NCB Expands Chemical Factory Raids

Sniffer Dogs Deployed as Narcotics Probe Deepens; Political Heat Mounts

Days after a major drug manufacturing unit was unearthed in Mysuru and several individuals were arrested, the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has intensified its crackdown on suspected chemical factories across the city.
Determined to dismantle any possible narcotics network, NCB officials have launched continuous inspections
targeting chemical and perfume manufacturing units, raising fresh concerns about the growing drug menace
in Karnataka'’s cultural capital. The latest phase of the operation unfolded at the Hebbal Industrial Area, one of
Mysuru’s prominent industrial hubs. Officials conducted an extensive search of multiple units using specialised
sniffer dogs trained to detect narcotic substances and chemical compounds used in drug production. Six highly
trained dogs — Yahodh, Bhaira, Datti, Leo, Simba, and Garuda — were deployed to assist the investigation team.
Authorities meticulously inspected each unit, leaving no corner unchecked. Despite the large-scale operation
and rigorous scanning procedures, NCB officials have not yet found any concrete leads or evidence linking the
inspected factories to narcotics production. However, the agency has maintained heightened surveillance and
continues to monitor suspicious activities closely. Notably, a similar raid was conducted in the same Hebbal
Industrial Area just a few days earlier, signalling sustained enforcement efforts.

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM
MYSURU

Just a week after Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah publicly
flagged concerns over police
from other states conducting
raids on illegal drug manu-
facturing units in Mysuru
and Bengaluru, another dra-
matic development has shak-
en the city.

A joint team of Gujarat Po-
lice and officials from the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) conducted a surprise
raid on a factory in Mysuru
suspected of producing nar-
cotic substances under the
cover of manufacturing phe-
nyl cleaning liquid.

The operation has once
again triggered serious ques-

tions about the efficiency of

the Mysuru City Police and
its intelligence network in
detecting and preventing ille-
gal activities flourishing
within the city limits. While
the raid created ripples
across law enforcement cir-
cles, Mysuru City Police
Commissioner Seema Latkar
maintained that the joint
team failed to recover any
narcotic substances from the
premises and returned emp-
ty-handed.

However, internal depart-
mental sources suggest that
the raid was not a random
operation. It reportedly fol-
lowed credible information
provided by an accused
who had been arrested ear-
lier in connection with a

massive drug bust involving
illegal narcotics manufac-
turing units. In that earlier
operation, authorities had
seized drugs worth more
than 3450 crore, indicating
the scale and sophistication
of the underground network
operating around Mysuru.

Local Police Allegedly
‘Caught Napping’

The latest incident has in-
tensified criticism that the
Mysuru City Police were
once again caught off guard
while external agencies took
the lead in cracking down on
suspected drug activities.
Observers note that despite
repeated warnings and previ-
ous seizures, local intelli-
gence appears to have failed
in tracking large-scale man-
ufacturing operations.

Attempting to downplay
the controversy, Commis-
sioner Seema Latkar clarified
that the recent raid on the
phenyl manufacturing unit
was unrelated to the earlier
drug manufacturing unit un-
covered on Mysuru’s Outer
Ring Road. Nevertheless, the
episode has caused embar-
rassment to the city police,
especially since Mysuru is
the home district of Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah.

Notably, during the annual
police conference held in
Bengaluru recently, the Chief
Minister had expressed con-
cern over intelligence fail-
ures in identifying illegal
drug manufacturing centres
in Mysuru, signalling the

government’s growing un-
ease over the issue.

Critics argue that while
Mysuru police have fre-
quently arrested small-time
drug peddlers and addicts,
they have struggled to dis-
mantle the larger cartel struc-
ture or apprehend the master-
minds orchestrating the oper-
ations. Further raising eye-
brows, local police reported-
ly failed to take custody of
suspects arrested by Maha-
rashtra Police in connection
with MDMA manufacturing
units located on Mysuru’s
outskirts.

Political Heat Intensifies

The issue has also reached
the national stage. Mysuru—
Kodagu Lok Sabha Member
Yaduveer Krishnadatta
Chamaraja Wadiyar raised
the matter in Parliament, de-
manding a National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) probe
into illegal drug manufactur-
ing operations in Mysuru.

Meanwhile, the opposition
BJP has sharply criticised the
state government, warning
that Mysuru risks turning
into an “Udtha Mysuru” — a
reference to Punjab’s past
drug crisis — unless strin-
gent and honest policing
measures are implemented
immediately.

As concerns mount, citi-
zens and officials alike
await decisive action to pro-
tect Mysuru’s reputation as
Karnataka’s cultural capital
from the growing menace of
narcotics.

MP Yaduveer Expresses Concern Over Rising Drug Investigations

tions in Mysuru.

had previously been arrest-
ed in connection with
narcotics-related of-
fences in the city.

He stated that
although no
banned sub-
stances were
recovered
during the re-
cent raid, the

Reacting to the developments, Mysu-
ru—Kodagu Lok Sabha Member
Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar issued a strong statement
expressing deep concern over the
repeated raids and investiga-

According to him, the latest
NCB operation was conducted
based on information provided
by an accused individual who

recurring investigations and enforce-
ment actions in Mysuru were alarm-
ing and required serious
attention from authorities.
He further observed that
ongoing drug-related
probes were repeatedly
pointing towards Mysu-
ru, which was once
widely recognised for its
rich cultural heritage and
» traditional values.
o Yaduveer alleged
that under the pres-
ent Congress-led
state govern-

% was gradual-

ment, Mysuru

ly earning
notoriety due
to frequent
narcotics

investigations. He emphasised that
this situation was not a mere coin-
cidence but reflected deteriorating
law and order conditions and ad-
ministrative lapses.

Growing Public and Political Pressure

The continued raids and political
reactions have intensified public de-
bate regarding the effectiveness of
law enforcement mechanisms in pre-
venting drug manufacturing and traf-
ficking. Citizens and civic groups
have voiced concern over Mysuru’s
reputation being overshadowed by
narcotics-related controversies.

As investigations continue, author-
ities face mounting pressure to iden-
tify and dismantle the alleged drug
networks, restore public confidence,
and safeguard Mysuru’s legacy as
one of Karnataka’s most culturally
significant cities.

Cops Tighten Vigil on Industries: Mandatory
Criminal Checks for Out-of-State Workers

MYSURU

In a decisive move to curb
criminal activities and
strengthen surveillance over
business establishments, the
Mysuru City Police have
stepped up monitoring of in-
dustries operated by entrepre-
neurs coming from outside
the state.

As part of this initiative, the
police convened a crucial
meeting with industrialists,
company owners, and tenant
entrepreneurs functioning
within the city limits.

The meeting, held at the
KCG Community Hall in
Hebbal, was chaired by City
Police Commissioner Seema
Latkar, who issued a series of
important guidelines aimed at
ensuring transparency and ac-
countability in industrial op-
erations.

Stressing the need for pre-
ventive measures, the Com-
missioner directed factory
owners, company heads, and
building owners to conduct
thorough background verifi-
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cation before renting out their
premises to entrepreneurs.
Authorities emphasised that
renting out industrial build-
ings without proper verifica-
tion could lead to misuse of
premises for illegal activities.
Owners were clearly instruct-
ed to ensure that the anteced-
ents of tenant entrepreneurs
are verified before finalising
rental agreements, thereby
preventing unlawful opera-
tions from flourishing under
the cover of legitimate busi-
ness.

Worker Verification Made
Compulsory

In another major directive,
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tenant entrepreneurs have
been asked to mandatorily
verify the background and
criminal history of inter-dis-
trict and inter-state workers
before employing them. Po-
lice officials stressed that
such workers must be hired
only after their credentials
and antecedents are verified
through police channels.
This measure is expected to
significantly reduce the risk
of criminal elements enter-
ing industrial establish-
ments.

Building owners were fur-
ther instructed to maintain
periodic surveillance over ac-

tivities taking place within
rented industrial spaces. Com-
missioner Latkar warned that
owners must remain alert and
responsible even after leasing
their premises. If any suspi-
cious or illegal activity is no-
ticed, owners have been di-
rected to immediately inform
the local police authorities.
Particular focus has been
placed on chemical and per-
fume manufacturing units,
which are currently under
heightened police surveil-
lance. Authorities revealed
that regular inspections and
monitoring of such units are
being carried out to prevent
misuse of chemical sub-
stances for illegal purposes.
Industrialists and unit own-
ers were firmly warned that
strict legal action would be
initiated against those found
engaging in suspicious ac-
tivities or attempting to gen-
erate illegal income through
unlawful means.
Multi-Department Coordi-
nation Strengthened
The meeting witnessed partic-

ipation from senior police of-
ficials, including Deputy
Commissioner of Police K.S.
Sundar Raj, along with repre-
sentatives from the Factories
and Boilers Department, In-
dustries and Commerce De-
partment, Environment De-
partment, Labour Department,
Pollution Control Board, and
other district-level regulatory
authorities. Officials from
these departments offered de-
tailed guidance and regulatory
advice to ensure safe and law-
ful industrial functioning.

Presidents and office-bear-
ers of various industrial as-
sociations, along with indus-
trialists, building owners,
and tenant entrepreneurs
across Mysuru city, actively
participated in the meeting.
The gathering highlighted
the growing emphasis on
collective responsibility to
safeguard the city from ille-
gal industrial and criminal
activities while maintaining
Mysuru’s reputation as a dis-
ciplined and law-abiding in-
dustrial hub.

Gandhiji:

MYSURU

The martyrdom day of Mahat-
ma Gandhi was observed as
Sarvodaya Day at the Univer-
sity of Mysore, highlighting
his enduring message of hu-
manity, truth, and non-vio-
lence. Vice-Chancellor Prof
N.K. Loknath said the occa-
sion serves as a reminder to
oppose hatred and bigotry

while reaffirming commit-
ment to the welfare of all sec-
tions of society. He noted that
Gandhiji elevated truth and
non-violence into powerful
instruments for social and po-
litical transformation, inspir-
ing movements for justice and
peace worldwide.

During the programme, Dr
Amar Kumar, a US-based
doctor, delivered an inspiring

lecture on Gandhian philoso-
phy and was felicitated by the

university. Prof Loknath said
Gandhiji’s teachings on com-

The Eternal Light of Truth, Non—Vlolence and Universal Humanity: VC

munal harmony, ethical liv-
ing, respect for all religions,
and eradication of untouch-
ability remain relevant. His
concept of Sarvodaya envi-
sioned a cooperative, compas-
sionate society rooted in hu-
man values. Despite global
challenges such as war and
inequality, Gandhian ideals
continue to offer meaningful
solutions, he added.

21st Annual Convocation
of KSOU today

MYSURU

The Karnataka State Open Uni-
versity (KSOU) will conduct its
21st Annual Convocation on
Saturday, January 31, 2026, at
11:30 a.m. at the Convocation
Hall located on the university
campus in Mysuru.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Mysuru on Friday,
KSOU Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Sharanappa V. Halse announced
that the convocation ceremony
will be presided over by the
Governor of Karnataka, Tha-
warchand Gehlot. The Governor
will confer degrees and honours
upon successful candidates
during the ceremony.

The Vice-Chancellor further
stated that the Minister for
Higher Education, Dr. M.C.
Sudhakar, will participate in the
event as the chief guest and
will grace the occasion.

Prof. Halse said that the con-
vocation marks a significant
academic milestone for the uni-
versity, as a large number of
students from various disci-
plines will be awarded degrees
and academic honours in rec-
ognition of their successful
completion of courses through
the open and distance learning
system.

The university has made
elaborate arrangements to en-

sure the smooth conduct of the
convocation ceremony. Gradu-
ating students, university offi-
cials, faculty members, and in-
vited dignitaries are expected to
attend the event.

Details of Eligible
Candidates for Graduation

at Twenty First Annual
CONVOCATION

There 08 Honorary Doctor-
ates: 68, Ph.D, 65 gold medals
and 62 Cash prizes winners
consisting of a total of 10691
eligible candidates awarding
various Degrees at the Uni-
versity 21th Annual Convo-
cation. There are 3987 male
and 6704 female candidates
among the total candidates.
Details of Honorary Doctorate
Awardees: S. Shivakumar,
Harsha Institutions, Bengalu-
ru; Satish Kumar D. Kaggere,
Founder & Secretary, Kids
International School, Tumak-
uru; Brahmakumari Lakshmi
Ji, Prajapita Brahma Kumaris
Ishwariya Vishwa Vidya-
laya, Mysore; K.B. Lingaraju,
Hebbalu Foundation, Mysuru;
Prof. Bhashyam Swamy,
Sri Yoga Narasimha swamy
temple, Mysuru; Shivashankar
Tokare, Bidar; B. S. Nagabhu-
shana Atri Hassan and Dr. C.
Somasekhara Bengaluru.
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KIA Launches
Personalised
Passenger Service

BENGALURU
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) has
launched Care by BLR, a
personalised passenger

service brand designed to
elevate the airport experi-
ence with premium, end-
to-end assistance. Ben-
galuru Airport Internation-
al Limited (BIAL) said the
initiative underlines its fo-
cus on combining opera-
tional efficiency with hu-
man-centric service. The
Care by BLR portfolio in-
cludes meet-and-assist,
porter and luggage han-
dling, valet parking, luxury
limousine transfers, arriv-
al lounge access, flower
services and other curat-
ed offerings. The services
cater to departure, arrival
and transit passengers
across both domestic
and international travel at
Terminals 1and 2. Availa-
ble round the clock, the
services can be booked
via the Pulse App, the of-
ficial BLR Airport website,
or at dedicated Care by
BLR counters within both
terminals.

Accused Arrested
for Impregnating
Minor

BENGALURU

In a shocking case from
Islam Nagar under Ejipura
police station limits, par-
ents of a minor girl filed a
complaint against Sadhiqg

for allegedly abducting
their daughter on the pre-
text of marriage and im-

pregnating her two

months ago. The Ejipura

police registered an FIR

under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-

fences (POCSO) Act

against the accused. Sa-

dhig has been arrested,
and investigations are un-

derway to gather evi-

dence and ensure justice
for the victim. Authorities

are probing the circum-
stances of the abduction

and assault.

Applications
Invited for Training
Camp

BENGALURU
The Youth Empowerment
and Sports Department
has invited applications
for a gym fitness training
camp exclusively for
Scheduled Caste youth
for the year 2025-26. The
camp will be held from
February 1to March 17. In-
terested candidates aged
between 18 and 35 years
can collect application
forms in person from the
office of the Assistant Di-
rector, Youth Empower-
ment and Sports Depart-
ment, Bangalore Urban
District, Room Nos. 17-18,
Sri Kanteerava Sports
Complex, Kasturba Road,
Bengaluru—560001.
Completed applications
must be submitted by
January 31. For further de-
tails, applicants may con-
tact 9480886545 or
080-22239771, the de-
partment said.

Cong Has No Moral Right to Speak
About Mahatma Gandhi: B.Y. Vijayendra

Misuse of taxpayers’ money to incite people against the Central Government alleged

BENGALURU

BJP State president and MLA
B.Y. Vijayendra on Friday
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress-led State govern-
ment, accusing it of misusing
public funds to publish mis-
leading advertisements aimed
at inciting people against the
Central Government.
Addressing the media, Vi-
jayendra said the State gov-
ernment had released front-
page newspaper advertise-
ments “filled entirely with
false information”. He said
there would have been no ob-
jection had the Congress party
issued such advertisements
using its own party funds.
“But misusing taxpayers’
money to provoke people
against the Central Govern-
ment is an unpardonable

crime,” he alleged.

Vijayendra said the Con-
gress government had “no
sense of shame or dignity”
and strongly objected to ad-
vertisements targeting the
Centre over the VBG Ramji
Act. He alleged that the ad-
vertisements deliber-
ately attempted to
spread falsehoods
and mislead the
people of Karna-
taka.

“The Con-
gress has no re-
spect for Mahat-
ma Gandhi.
Through
these

!

advertisements, the govern-
ment has recklessly tried to
convey completely false in-
formation and is attempting
to create anarchy in the
State,” he said. He accused
the ruling party of falsely por-
traying that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Cen-
tral Government had insult-
ed Mahatma Gandhi.
Challenging the Con-
gress leadership, Vijay-
endra said, “Let Priyank
Kharge publish his
achievements as a front-
page advertisement. Let
the State govern-
ment publish its
own achieve-
ments,
whatever
they
are.
In-

stead of doing that, it is
wrong to spread false messag-
es against the Prime Minister
and the Centre.”

He further questioned the
moral authority of the Con-
gress to invoke Mahatma
Gandhi’s name, especially
when the government, accord-
ing to him, was struggling to
mobilise funds for its own
guarantee schemes while pro-
posing an increase of 600—
700 bar licences in the State.

“They do not have even an
iota of concern for Mahatma
Gandhi. These Congress lead-
ers appear unworthy and in-
competent. Perhaps Mahatma
Gandhi, foreseeing such ten-
dencies, had advised dissolv-
ing the Congress party after
Independence,” Vijayendra
remarked.

Accusing the government

of lacking achievements, he
said the hurriedly convened
legislative session and the
publication of such advertise-
ments were attempts to divert
attention from administrative
failures and shortcomings.
“By wasting public money
and spreading falsehoods, the
government is pushing the
State towards disorder. Such
advertisements are dangerous
to the democratic system,” he
alleged.

Vijayendra demanded that
the money used for the adver-
tisements, reportedly drawn
from the Rural Development
Department, be recovered and
reimbursed from Congress
party funds. “If that is done,
we are ready to respond. We
will not allow taxpayers’
money to be squandered in
this manner,” he asserted.

Karnataka to
Receive ‘State
Champion in
Aviation’ Award
BENGALURU

Karnataka has been selected for
the prestigious ‘State Champi-
on in Aviation’ award, to be
conferred at Wings India—2026,
the country’s flagship civil avi-
ation event. The national-level
honour recognises the State’s
proactive and sustained contri-
bution to the growth of India’s
aviation sector. The award ac-
knowledges Karnataka’s pro-
gressive policy initiatives, in-
frastructure development and
facilitation of key airport proj-
ects, including greenfield and
regional airports. It also high-
lights the State’s strong support
for regional air connectivity
and its role in strengthening the
overall aviation ecosystem.
Through close collaboration
with the Government of India,
the Airports Authority of India
and private stakeholders, Kar-
nataka has significantly im-
proved air connectivity.

Exclusive Job Fair for Persons with Disabilities
Planned in K’taka: Dr Sharanaprakash Patil

BENGALURU

In a major step towards em-
powering persons with dis-
abilities and integrating them
into the social and economic
mainstream, Karnataka will
organise its first-ever exclu-
sive job fair for persons with
disabilities, Minister for Skill
Development, Livelihood,
Medical Education and Raic-
hur District In-charge Dr Sha-
ranaprakash R. Patil an-
nounced in the Legislative
Assembly.

Responding to a question
raised by BJP MLA Gururaj
Shetty Gantihole during
Question Hour, Dr Patil said
the mega job fair would be
organised by the Department
of Skill Development and
Livelihood at Kanteerava Sta-
dium in Bengaluru within the
next three months. Describing
it as a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in the State, he said the
programme aims to provide
inclusive employment oppor-
tunities and promote econom-

ic independence among per-
sons with disabilities.

“It will be appropriate to
organise such job fairs in ev-
ery district so that persons
with disabilities can partici-
pate more easily and benefit
from employment opportu-
nities closer to home,”
the Minister said,
underlining the
need for decen-
tralised efforts.

Dr Patil ex-
plained that the
primary objective
of the initiative is to
make persons with
disabilities economically
self-reliant. During the cur-
rent financial year, the Karna-
taka Skill Development Cor-
poration (KSDC) is imple-
menting market-oriented vo-
cational training programmes
across the State specifically
tailored for persons with dis-
abilities. Under this initiative,
1,000 candidates will be pro-
vided skill training, tool kits
and employment opportuni-

From 2017-18 to 2024—25, a total of 540 registered
candidates with disabilities have undergone training
under various job roles through different training insti-
tutions across Karnataka. Of these, 83 candidates have
secured employment. Additionally, under the Chief
Minister’s Skill Karnataka scheme, 10 persons with

‘State should
host similar
district-level job
fairs to ensure
wider participation’

ties at an estimated cost of 33
crore.

In addition to job-oriented
training, entrepreneurship de-
velopment programmes are
also being conducted for per-
sons with disabilities through
the Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Department. As part

disabilities have been provided specialised train-
ing, the Minister informed. Dr Patil reiterated
the government’s commitment to inclusive
growth and said such initiatives would be
expanded further to ensure equal opportu-
nities for all sections of society.

of policy reforms, the reserva-
tion for persons with disabili-
ties in skill training pro-
grammes has been enhanced
from 3 per cent to 5 per cent,
he added. Highlighting recent
outcomes, Dr Patil informed
the House that a job fair or-
ganised at BMS Women’s
College recently saw partici-
pation from 1,200 candidates,
out of whom 75 secured em-
ployment, as per official data.
This, he said, demonstrated
the potential of focused em-
ployment drives.

Community Participation Key to
Climate Action: Naveen Kumar Raju

BENGALURU

Additional Commissioner of
the Bengaluru South City
Corporation, Naveen Kumar
Raju, on Friday called for im-
plementing climate initiatives
in line with the recommenda-
tions of the Bengaluru Cli-
mate Action Cell (CAC)
through active community
participation. He was inaugu-
rating the ward-level Climate
Action Plan launched by the
CAC and its stakeholders at
Begur.

Aimed at addressing urban
climate challenges and build-
ing a more environmentally
sustainable future for the city,
the CAC organised a commu-
nity-based awareness and
consultation programme in
Begur Ward. Students and
teachers from the Begur Gov-
ernment School, apartment
residents and local citizens
participated actively, offering
suggestions to improve envi-
ronmental conditions in their
neighbourhood. The initiative
is being implemented under
the Bengaluru Climate Action
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and Resilience Plan (BCAP)
with technical and knowledge
support from organisations
including WRI India, Socra-
tus, Hasiru Dala, Well Labs,
Sensing Local and CSTEP.
The collaboration seeks to de-
velop data-driven, loca-
tion-specific solutions to ad-
dress grassroots-level chal-
lenges. Key proposals include
installing solar-powered
streetlights along walking
tracks around Begur Lake and
roads surrounding the historic
Begur Fort. The plan also
aims to tap nearly 0.37 MW
of existing solar power gener-
ation potential in large apart-
ment complexes and private
schools within the ward.

Joint Session Extended Till February 4:
Three-Day Debate on VB-G RAM G Act

BENGALURU

The Legislative Assembly
Business Advisory Commit-
tee (BAC) has decided to
extend the ongoing joint ses-
sion of the State Legislature
till February 4 to facilitate a
detailed discussion on the
VB-G RAM G Act. Speaker
U.T. Khader announced the
decision in the House on
Friday. Earlier, the joint ses-
sion was scheduled to con-
clude on January 31. How-
ever, following deliberations
in the BAC meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, it was resolved to
extend the session by two
additional days. As per the
revised schedule, there will
be no sitting on Saturday,
January 31, and the House
will now meet on Monday,

Tuesday and Wednesday,
from February 2 to February
4. The opposition parties
have expressed their consent
to the extension.

The Speaker informed the
House that the extension
was necessitated due to the
ongoing discussion on the
motion of thanks to the
Governor’s address, which
has taken longer than antic-
ipated. As a result, sufficient
time could not be allocated
earlier for a comprehensive
debate on the VB-G RAM G
Act. Initially, the govern-
ment had planned a three-
day discussion on the Act
from January 29 to January
31. However, with several
members still wishing to
participate in the debate on
the Governor’s address, the
schedule had to be revised.

The extended session will
now allow for an exclusive
three-day special discussion
on the VB-G RAM G Act
from Monday to Wednesday.
According to the BAC deci-
sion, the additional days will
ensure that all interested leg-
islators get adequate oppor-
tunity to present their views
on the contentious legisla-
tion. The government main-
tained that the move reflects
its commitment to parlia-
mentary democracy and de-
tailed legislative scrutiny.
Speaker Khader emphasised
that the decision was taken
unanimously in the BAC
meeting and urged members
to make effective use of the
extended session to engage
in constructive and mean-
ingful debate on the issues
before the House.

EASING TRAFFIC CONGESTION

Films Should Reflect Real Conditions
of Society: CM Slddaramalah

BENGALURU

Emphasising the social re-
sponsibility of cinema, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said
films should meaningfully ad-
dress the real conditions of
society, including inequality,
poverty, wealth disparity and
the lived realities of Dalits,
backward communities, farm-
ers, workers, minorities and
women.

The Chief Minister said
cinema has the power to
shape social consciousness
and must go beyond mere en-
tertainment.

Recalling the legacy of Dr
Rajkumar’s Kannada films,
he noted that earlier cinema
seamlessly blended popular
appeal with strong social con-
cern. Film festivals, he added,
provide a unique opportunity
to understand the lives, poli-

tics and cultures of people
across the world, encouraging
reflection on equality and jus-
tice. Without such engage-
ment, cinema risks being re-
duced to escapism, he cau-
tioned.

Reaffirming the State gov-
ernment’s support to the film
sector, Siddaramaiah said cin-
ema should play a vital role in
building a humane and inclu-
sive society by helping erase
discrimination and social di-

visions.

Legislative Council Chair-
man Basavaraj Horatti de-
scribed BIFFes as a matter of
pride for Karnataka and
praised the Chief Minister’s
sensitivity towards artists. Re-
flecting on the era of classic
cinema, he expressed concern
over the challenges faced by
theatres in the age of televi-
sion and mobile screens, and
called for meaningful discus-
sions on the issues confront-
ing the film industry along-
side film screenings.

MLA Rizwan Arshad said
cinema remains one of the
most powerful mediums to
connect humanity. Calling
BIFFes an ambitious cultural
initiative of the government,
he lauded actor Prakash Raj
not only as a performer but
also as a socially conscious
and responsible citizen.

Bengaluru’s First Double-Decker Flyover Nears Completion

BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s landmark dou-
ble-decker flyover connecting
Central Silk Board to Ra-
gigudda is set to become fully
operational by March, offer-
ing long-awaited relief to
commuters navigating one of
the city’s most congested cor-
ridors. The final stretch be-
tween HSR Layout and BTM
Layout is expected to be com-
pleted by February, with con-
struction progressing ahead of
schedule, according to the
Bengaluru Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Limited (BMRCL).
Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer of BMRCL, B.L. Yesh-
wanth Chavan, said the re-
maining works would be

wrapped up by February.
Once the elevated section is
ready for seamless connectiv-
ity, the road will be opened to
the public in consultation with
the city traffic police to en-
sure smooth traffic integra-
tion. The project has already
been partially commissioned.
In July 2024, BMRCL opened
the 5-km Ragigudda-Silk
Board stretch, including a
crucial ramp over the heavily
congested Silk Board junc-
tion. However, the opposite
carriageway from Silk Board
to Ragigudda could not be
opened earlier due to design
modifications, delays in traf-
fic police approvals and chal-
lenges during girder launch-
ing. Though the project was

originally scheduled for com-
pletion by December 2025,
the timeline has now been
significantly advanced.

Once the remaining stretch
is opened, motorists travelling
from HSR Layout towards
BTM Layout and Ragigudda
are expected to experience

smoother and faster connec-
tivity. The full commissioning
of the flyover is anticipated to
substantially ease chronic
traffic snarls at Silk Board,
one of Bengaluru’s busiest
and most problematic junc-
tions. Traffic police officials
have already observed notice-

able improvements following
the partial opening. Vehicle
movement beneath the fly-
over has become smoother, as
traffic from HSR Layout and
Hosur Road is now diverted
to the elevated corridor. How-
ever, officials cautioned that
traffic signals at Silk Board
will continue to operate, par-
ticularly for vehicles moving
towards Madiwala and other
adjoining localities.

The double-decker flyover
forms a key component of the
Yellow Line Metro project,
which necessitated the demo-
lition of the Jayadeva flyover
to accommodate an inter-
change station. Construction
began in 2019 but was de-
layed multiple times due to

technical and logistical chal-
lenges. During prolonged
construction pauses, residents
even informally used un-
opened sections for jogging
and morning walks.

While congestion at Silk
Board is expected to ease,
traffic authorities anticipate a
possible spillover towards
Marenahalli Road near Ra-
gigudda Metro station, as well
as Banashankari Road,
Kanakapura Road and JP
Nagar. In this context, the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanaga-
ra Palike’s earlier proposal for
an underpass near Sri Ra-
ghavendra Swamy Mutt may
gain renewed urgency once
the flyover becomes fully op-
erational.
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Sri Renukayllamma
Devi Jatra festival to
be celebratedon Feb1

CHITRADURGA
The 79th Sri Renukayl-
lamma Devi Jatra Mahot-
sava will be held on Feb-
ruary 1at Savadatti Sri
Renukayllamma Temple
near Sharadamma Kaly-
ana Mantapa on Holalk-
ere Road. Devotees will
witness special rituals in-
cluding Panchamrutha
Abhishekam, Sahasra Bil-
varchana, flower-deco-
rated darshan, and the
filling of Madlakki and
Paddali to Sridevi. The
puja will continue from 7
am to 10 pm. Chief officer
L. Tukarama Chavan
urged devotees to attend
in large numbers, offer
prayers, and receive pras-
ad. The festival promises
spiritual experience, com-
munity participation, and
blessings from Sridevi for
all visitors during this
auspicious day.

New QR Code
issued for Chitradurga
job fair

CHITRADURGA
A technical issue with
the previous OR code for
the district-level job fair
has led authorities to is-
sue a new QR code for
candidate registration.
The fair will be held on
February 1 from 9:30 am
at Government Arts Col-
lege, Chitradurga. Candi-
dates can register
through the district web-
site or Google Form us-
ing the new OR code.
Reputed state compa-
nies will participate. Eli-
gible candidates include
males, females, and dis-
abled individuals aged
18—35 with SSLC, PUC,
ITI, B.E., or any degree.
Registration is free. Ap-
plicants must bring five
biodata copies and an
Aadhaar xerox. Contact
NRLM Unit, Taluk
Panchayat, or District
Skill Development Office
for details.

reservation, seeks united pressure

Anjaneya warned Karnataka’'s 56% reservation may be challenged in court,

urging BJP leaders to seek protective Union legislation

CHITRADURGA

Former Minister H. Anjaneya
has called for an increase in
the reservation limit, saying it
is necessary for the welfare of
Scheduled Caste and Sched-
uled Tribe communities.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Chitradurga on Friday,
he said the demand has been
pending for decades and can-
not be delayed any longer.
He pointed out that the
Centre implemented ten per-
cent reservation for economi-
cally weaker sections within a
short time, and similar urgen-
cy should be shown for SC
and ST communities. He said
the state has already taken
steps like internal reservation,
showing its commitment.
Anjaneya said the reserva-
tion rate had earlier been
raised to fifty six percent in

Karnataka, but the matter is
now before the court. If the
court gives an adverse ruling,
some communities could lose
benefits, he warned. He urged
BJP leaders, MPs and MLAs
to pressure the Union govern-
ment to bring a law protecting
the higher quota. He said the
state government must strong-
ly present its case before the
judiciary and explain the so-

cial realities that justify a
higher limit. He added that
internal reservation is already
being implemented and has
benefited many students, and
recruitment to vacant posts
should restart without delay.
Referring to the Governor
returning the bill for clarifica-
tion, Anjaneya said there was
no need for panic and that dis-
cussions would continue. He

also announced plans for a
large meeting in Bengaluru to
unite SC and ST leaders and
submit a memorandum de-
manding a rise in reservation.

He said social justice re-
quires united efforts from po-
litical parties, community
leaders and citizens, and ex-
pressed confidence that a fair
solution would emerge soon
through dialogue.

DCC Bank Director Muniraju credited development work for strong

support, winning 670 of 880 valid votes in constituency

Congress panel sweeps Narasapura

KOLAR

Congress-backed candidates
won a clear victory in the
election to the board of direc-
tors of the Narasapura Multi-
purpose Primary Agriculture
Rural Cooperative Society in
Kolar taluk, leaving candi-
dates supported by the BJP
and JD(S) alliance disappoint-
ed.

Out of the 12 seats on the
board, 11 were secured by
Congress supporters, while
only one seat went to the alli-
ance panel. The newly elected
members will serve a five-
year term. Party workers and
local leaders celebrated the
win by bursting crackers and
sharing sweets.

DCC Bank Director Khaji-
kallahalli Muniraju, who led
the Congress-backed team,
said the strong support came
from the development work
carried out for the Sangha, in-
cluding the construction of a
large building. He said 1,005

Sangha Board elections

votes were cast in his constit-
uency, of which 125 were re-
jected. Of the 880 valid votes,
he received 670.

Muniraju also alleged that
his opponents had tried to
damage his image during the
campaign. Referring to a vid-
eo circulated on social media,
he said it was fake and meant
to insult him. He has filed a
police complaint and warned
that he would file a defama-
tion case seeking %10 crore in
damages.

Leaders from the BJP and
JD(S) alliance had cam-
paigned actively, with former

minister Varthuru Prakash and

Kurki Rajeshwari supporting
their candidates. The cam-
paign period saw sharp ex-
changes, with the alliance
accusing the Sangha manage-
ment of irregularities, while
Congress leaders denied the
charges and called them polit-
ically motivated.

Despite the heated contest,
the final results showed a de-
cisive mandate in favour of
the Congress-backed team,
strengthening their hold over
the cooperative body and set-
ting the stage for development
plans in the years.

Grand Sri
Venkateswara
temple festival
begins in Feb

CHITRADURGA

The newly renovated Sri Ven-
kateswara Swamy Temple in
Kundur Gollarahatti (Srini-
vasapura) village of Kasaba
hobli, Hosadurga taluk, will
host its Kalasharohana and
five-day festival from Febru-
ary 6 to 10. The event prom-
ises a blend of religious ritu-
als, cultural programs, and
community celebrations.

The festivities begin on
February 6 with the beating of
Jandevu, measurement of re-
served rice, and a ceremonial
Ganges bath. On February 7,
rituals start early with the
Ganges bath of Venkateswara
Swamy and Katamlingesh-
wara Swamy deities at the
Dasharatharameshwara
shrine, followed by Poorna
Kumbha reception. Evening
programs include Vastuhoma
and Rakshabandhan ceremo-
nies. The highlight of the fes-
tival, the new temple entry
and Kalasharohana, is sched-
uled on February 8 from 9:30
to 10:30 am during the auspi-
cious Aries ascendant.
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Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD

Z: Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial
Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1)
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the
authorized officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under
Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 (The said Act). In exercise of powers conferred
under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, the authorized officer has issued
demand notices under 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the borrower(s)
[The “said borrower(s)"], to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective
demand notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In connection
with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the said borrower(s) to pay
to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL), within sixty days from
the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together
with further interest as detailed in the said demand notice(s), from the date(s)
mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under
the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by
the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, the following
assets have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.
ACHFL) by the said borrower(s) respectively.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Manjegowda S. (Applicant), 2. Deepa S. (Co-Applicant), LAN: $152202000014
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date
06.01.2026 / Rs. 5,99,214/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Ninety Nine Thousand Two
Hundred Fourteen Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

All that peace and parcel in the respect of building property situated at Kote
Extension, Channarayapatna Town, Channarayapatna. Within the limits of Town
Municipality, Channarayapatna, comes under the purview of Channarayapatna
Sub Registrar, having a property ID No.47-503-6, Ward No. 1, SAS No. 70
old property no. 60 measuring East to West: 1) 4.87 2) 3.96 Mtr and North
to South: 1) 5.48 2) 3.04 Mtr in total 38.83 Sq Mtr wherein residential building
is constructed in 38.83 Sq. Mtr @ ground and first floor respectively. East:
Property of Kumar S/o. Mariyappa, West: Property of Lakshminarayanappa,
North: Purasaba Road (conservancy), South: Private Property.

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Hejjura J. (Applicant), 2. Roopa M. (Co-Applicant), LAN: $118209000003
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

06.01.2026 / Rs. 2,09,697/- (Rupees Two Lakhs Nine Thousand Six Hundred
Ninety Seven Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

All that piece and parcel of the Property No. 323/1, G.l. Asset No.
152200102117500359, Situated at Hanchipura Grama, Hanchipura
Gramapanchayth the property is coming under the limits of Saraguru
Taluk, Mysore District. Measuring East to West 8.534 mtr and North to
South 8.8392 mtr. East: Government Road, West: Property of Gopamma,

North: Property of Kalaiah, South: Property of Ramaiah.

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Siddaraju N (Applicant), 2. Jyothi C. (Co-Applicant), LAN: $118202000264
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date
06.01.2026 / Rs. 8,15,285/- (Rupees Eight Lakhs Fifteen Thousand Two Hundred
Eighty Five Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

Property comprised in Property No(s) 123/1D/106/1D, bearing PID
No. 152200702613100990 of Kannahalli village, T. Narasipura Taluk,
Mysuru District, a Unique No. 152200702613100990, Property No.
123/1D/106/1D, Kannahalli Village, Kotthegala GP, T Narasipura Taluk,
Mysore District - 571124. East: Road, West: Site of Nanjundashetty,

North: House of Basavaraju, South: Passage.

Sd/-

Place : Channarayapatna / Mysore, Karnataka Authorized Officer

Date : 31.01.2026 Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Mahadevappa pushes bigger budget for farmers, irrigation

CHITRADURGA

State President Nagar Ma-
hadevappa of the Krishika Sa-
maj said a special proposal
will be sent to the state gov-
ernment seeking higher budget
support for agriculture and ir-
rigation in the coming finan-
cial year. He was speaking
after chairing the district exec-
utive committee meeting held
at the office of the Joint Direc-
tor of Agriculture in Chitradu-
rga.

Mahadevappa said the pres-
ent allocation for farm and ir-
rigation development is too
low to solve long-standing
problems faced by farmers. He
stressed that permanent solu-
tions require focused projects,
better water management, and
timely financial support. He
assured members that he
would urge the government to
increase grants in the next

budget. District Farmers’ As-
sociation President N.R. Ma-
heshwarappa said drip irriga-
tion has received a strong re-
sponse, especially as only a
small area in the district has
canal water. He added that wa-
ter from the long-pending
Bhadra Upper River Project is
expected soon, and modern
irrigation methods can help
farmers use it wisely. More
than 3,000 farmers have ap-
plied online for drip systems,
but extra funds are needed to

issue work orders. The scheme
now offers 50 percent subsidy
for general farmers and 90
percent for SC and ST farm-
ers. Members also raised con-
cern over shortage of skilled
workers in sericulture and de-
lays in subsidy payments. Hor-
ticulture officials highlighted
that the cold storage unit at
Hiriyur has remained shut for
years, causing losses to fruit
and vegetable growers, and
urged its revival through a
public-private partnership.

| JUSTICE MEETS HYGIENE |

KV Prabhakar urges
moral values alongside
modern education

KOLAR

Chief Minister’s Media
Advisor K.V. Prabhakar
called on students, parents,
and teachers to give equal
importance to moral values
along with academic suc-
cess. He spoke at the anni-
versary celebration of
Rock Valley International
School, where he shared
concerns about changing
family bonds and social
habits.

Prabhakar said education
should not only prepare
children for jobs but also
shape them into kind and
responsible human beings.
In earlier days, he said,
families and communities
stayed closely connected.
Weddings and festivals
brought people together,
helping relationships grow
stronger over time. Today,
he observed, many families
are drifting apart despite
living under the same roof.

He expressed worry over
the rising number of old
age homes, saying it re-
flects weakening respect
and care for elders. Parents
work hard to raise their
children with love and sac-
rifice, he said, but some
children forget these efforts
as they grow older. Even at
home, family members
now speak more through
mobile phones than face to
face, which reduces emo-
tional bonding.

Prabhakar also cautioned
about the overuse of tech-
nology. While modern
tools are helpful, he said,
they should not replace real

Prabhakar
emphasized education
should foster kindness

and responsibility,
noting that traditional
community bonds
strengthened
relationships, while
today many families
drift apart despite
living together.

human connection. He
stressed that schools must
focus on character build-
ing, discipline, and values
that guide children
throughout life. He con-
gratulated Rock Valley In-
ternational School for com-
pleting twenty years of
service in education. Trust
President Roopa Pillappa
presided over the event.
Several guests, including
educationists and commu-
nity leaders, attended the
function and appreciated
the school’s role in shaping
young minds. They said
value-based education can
build caring families, re-
sponsible citizens, and a
society where elders are
respected, supported, and
never left alone truly.

Chikkaballapur pledges
strong fight against leprosy

CHIKKABALLAPUR

Deputy Commissioner G. Pra-
bhu has called on the people
of Chikkaballapur district to
unite in making the area lep-
rosy-free. Speaking on the
importance of early detection
and treatment, he emphasized
that leprosy is easily curable
if identified promptly.

“We will make every effort
to detect all leprosy cases at
the earliest and use all avail-
able district resources to pro-
vide care,” said Prabhu. He
stressed that combating the
disease is not just a medical
goal but a social responsibili-
ty.

Prabhu also highlighted the
need to fight stigma and dis-
crimination against people
affected by leprosy and their

i families. “We will not tolerate

discrimination in any form.
Everyone affected must be
treated with dignity and in-
cluded fully in the communi-
ty,” he added.

The district administration
plans to implement awareness
campaigns, screenings, and
support programs, encourag-
ing both individuals and com-
munities to participate active-
ly. Residents are urged to
come forward if they notice
symptoms and seck timely
medical attention.

The collective pledge by
the district is clear: “End Dis-
crimination, Preserve Digni-
ty.” Authorities believe that
with public support, Chikka-
ballapur can achieve a lepro-
sy-free status while promot-
ing understanding, compas-
sion, and social inclusion for
all affected families.

JUDGES LEAD CLEANLINESS DRIVE ON MARTYRS’ DAY

CHIKKABALLAPURA

Judges, lawyers, and officials
joined a cleanliness drive at
the APMC market yard here
on National Martyrs’ Day,
spreading awareness about
hygiene, road safety, and so-
cial responsibility. Principal
District and Sessions Judge
T.P. Ramalingegowda, who is
also President of the District
Legal Services Authority,
flagged off the campaign and
took a pledge to keep sur-
roundings clean and protect
public health. The program
was organized by the District
Legal Services Authority

along with the District Ad-
ministration, Zilla Panchayat,
Municipal Council, and Dis-
trict Lawyers’ Association.
Participants carried bags, col-

lected plastic waste, and
cleaned solid garbage across
the busy market area. The
judge appreciated the efforts
of civic workers, municipal

staff, lawyers, and department
officials who took part in the
activity. He noted that heavy
public movement in the
APMC yard requires better
sanitation facilities and said
instructions have been given
to improve the toilet system.
Along with cleanliness, spe-
cial awareness drives are be-
ing held to fight social evils
and promote road safety.
Teams have already conduct-
ed such campaigns at large
public gatherings, including
fairs and exhibitions in the
district. Plans are underway to
hold one awareness program
every month in each hobli of

all taluks. Topics will include
prevention of child marriage,
female foeticide, and POC-
SO-related crimes, along with
guidance on legal rights and
free legal aid.

The judge urged citizens
not to use banned plastic and
to switch to eco-friendly bags.
He also stressed wearing hel-
mets on two-wheelers and
seat belts in cars. Several
judges, lawyers, health offi-
cials, and municipal officers
were present. Students and
volunteers also joined, show-
ing public support for cleaner
surroundings and safer com-
munity life.
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Gujarat police uncover
inter-state child
trafficking network

Ahmedabad
The care and protection
of a 15-day-old newborn
rescued in an inter-state
child trafficking case has
been taken over by the
Ahmedabad Police’s SHE
Team, with officials con-
firming that immediate
arrangements have been
made to ensure the in-
fant’s safety and well-be-
ing. The development fol-
lows a joint operation by
the city’s Crime Branch
and the Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS), which led
to the exposure of a child
trafficking network span-
ning multiple states. Act-
ing on specific intelli-
gence, police intercepted
a car near Kotarpur, close
to the Ahmedabad air-
port, as it was travelling
from Himmatnagar.

Barmer Collector
withdraws Republic
Day award

Jaipur
The Barmer district ad-
ministration has with-
drawn the Republic Day
honour given to Dinesh
Manju, the main accused
in a deepfake video case
involving Bayana MLA
Ritu Banawat. The award
was presented for his
contribution to wildlife
conservation. Independ-
ent MLA Ritu Banawat
strongly objected to the
felicitation, alleging that
Manju had created and
circulated a deepfake vid-
eo of her on social media.
She said that while some
of his associates have
been arrested, the main
accused remains ab-
sconding. | had com-
plained to ADG Crime
Dinesh MN. His accom-
plices were arrested, but
the main accused is still
at large. Despite this, hon-
ouring him is a serious
failure of the system, Ba-
nawat said.

Telangana Speaker Begins
Hearmg on Disqualification Plea

Telangana Assembly Speaker initiated hearings on petitions seeking
disqualification of MLA Danam Nagender over alleged defection from BRS

HYDERABAD

Telangana Assembly Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar on
Friday began hearing peti-
tions seeking the disqualifica-
tion of MLA Danam Nagen-
der, who was elected on a
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
ticket but is accused of shift-
ing loyalties to the ruling In-
dian National Congress.

The Speaker commenced
proceedings by hearing argu-
ments from the counsels rep-
resenting BRS MLA Kaushik
Reddy and BJP floor leader
A. Maheshwar Reddy. Evi-
dence presented by the peti-
tioners will be recorded
during this phase. The Speak-
er is expected to hear argu-
ments from Nagender’s coun-

i &

sel at a later stage. Nagender,
however, said he has not yet
received any notice from the
Speaker directing him to ap-
pear in person.

The hearing follows a re-
cent directive from the Su-
preme Court of India, which
granted the Speaker two

weeks to decide on petitions
related to the disqualification
of the remaining MLAs ac-
cused of defection. The top
court’s intervention has accel-
erated proceedings that have
been pending for several
months.

Earlier, the Speaker dis-
missed petitions seeking the
disqualification of seven out
of ten BRS MLAs who were
alleged to have defected to
the Congress in 2024. Ruling
on those pleas, he said the pe-
titioners failed to provide suf-
ficient evidence to establish
that the MLAs had formally
joined the Congress, adding
that they were technically still
members of the BRS.

Last year, the Speaker had
completed hearings on dis-

qualification petitions against
eight MLAs and reserved or-
ders. He is yet to pronounce a
decision on the plea seeking
disqualification of MLA San-
jay Kumar. Hearings involv-
ing two other MLAs Danam
Nagender and Kadiyam Sri-
hari could not proceed earlier
as they had not submitted re-
plies to the notices served on
them.

The BRS has maintained
that the MLAs in question
openly aligned with the Con-
gress and even sat in the Trea-
sury Benches during Assem-
bly sessions. The MLAs,
however, have denied formal-
ly joining the ruling party,
setting the stage for a closely
watched legal and political
battle in Telangana.

Cong’ Kanhaiya
Kumar marks
Gandhi Jayanti
as ‘Balidan Diwas

RAIPUR

Congress leader Kanhaiya
Kumar terms Mahatma Gand-
hi’s death anniversary as ‘Bal-
idan Diwas’ and urges people
to remember Bapu's ideals of
truth and non-violence amid
rising politics of hatred.
Speaking to reporters, Kumar
said, Today is the 'Balidan Di-
was' of Mahatma Gandhi. The
entire coun-
try and the '~
world re-
member him
today and
resolve to
follow the
path of truth
and non-vio-
lence that he showed. This is
a very good opportunity for
us to remember Mahatma
Gandhi’s sacrifice and to
unite and struggle against the
Godse-ite politics prevailing
in the country, and to
strengthen the nation by tak-
ing it forward on a better path
through democratic means, he
said.

ECI has Expressed Mixed
Reactions on West Bengal SIR

KOLKATA

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has expressed
mixed reactions to the current
phase of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in West Bengal, particu-
larly the hearings on claims
and objections to the draft
voters’ list.

While the Commission is
happy with the progress of the
hearing sessions, it has raised
serious concerns over the
slow uploading of supporting
identity documents submitted
by voters who appeared for
the hearings.

Of the 1.62 crore voters
summoned for hearing, in-
cluding unmapped voters and
logical discrepancy cases, the
hearing process had been
completed for around 1.42
crore voters. However, only
59 lakh voters' documents
have been uploaded so far,
according to an official from
the office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO), West
Bengal.

This slow pace of upload-
ing had raised apprehensions
about whether the scheduled
February 14 deadline for pub-

lication of the final electoral
roll can be met, ot it will have
to be extended.

Officials in CEO office said
one of the main reasons be-
hind the slow pace of docu-
ment uploading is the repeat-
ed violation of the ECI’s
guideline to accept and up-
load only the listed identi-
ty-proof documents by a sec-
tion of the electoral officers in
the state, especially the elec-
toral registration officers
(EROs), assistant electoral
registration officers (AEROs),
and booth-level officers
(BLOs).

The full bench of the Com-
mission is holding a marathon
virtual meeting on Friday
with the top officials from the

CEO’s office and the Com-
mission-appointed special roll
observers to identify the laps-
es in conducting the revision
exercise that might delay the
scheduled process. The meet-
ing started at 11:30 a.m. and
is expected to continue for
several hours.

Sources said that during the
course of the meeting, the
ECI is expected to give an ul-
timatum on accepting unlisted
documents by electoral offi-
cers.

The ECI has already
warned that EROs, AEROs,
and BLOs found guilty of de-
liberate violations in accept-
ing or uploading unapproved
documents will face stringent
disciplinary action.

Stepfathers Kill stepsons in Delhi-
NCR in two separate incidents

NEW DELHI

The Delhi-National Capital
Region (NCR) has been shak-
en by two separate, horrific
incidents of domestic vio-
lence in which stepfathers al-
legedly murdered their young
stepsons. The killings, occur-
ring in Delhi’s Shastri Park
and Haryana’s Faridabad,
have left local communities in
shock due to the extreme na-
ture of the violence reported.

In Northeast Delhi, a
12-year-old seventh-grader
named Altamash was found
murdered in a forested area.
The boy's stepfather is ac-
cused of luring him away
from school before attacking
him with a sharp weapon. Po-
lice sources indicate the vic-
tim was not only killed but

had his eyes gouged out and
sustained a fractured hand.

The victim’s mother re-
vealed that the suspect had
frequently issued death
threats against her children,
though she initially dismissed
them as empty rhetoric. He
had always had a problem
with my children, she stated.

He brought my son from
school and killed him. He
even informed me after the
act via a video call.

The victim’s brother, Aman,
discovered the crime after the
suspect allegedly shared a
photograph of the body
around 3:00 AM. While the
body has been sent to the
Guru Teg Bahadur (GTB)
Hospital mortuary for a
post-mortem examination, the
suspect remains at large. Del-

hi Police have deployed fo-
rensic teams and are currently
questioning several associates
to track the absconding ac-
cused.

In Haryana, police in Farid-
abad’s Sector 58 have arrested
a man for the brutal murder of
his two-year-old stepson on
January 25. The victim was
one of three children from his
mother’s first marriage.

According to investigators,
the stepfather had a history of
hostility towards the child,
often subjecting him to phys-
ical abuse over minor issues.
On the day of the incident, the
toddler was beaten so severe-
ly that he was rendered un-
conscious. Though family
members rushed him to the
hospital, he was declared
dead on arrival.

Bhavnath Mahashivratri Fair to Be
Grandest Ever: Gujarat Deputy CM

JUNAGARH

The annual Bhavnath Ma-
hashivratri Fair, held at the
foothills of Girnar in Jun-
agadh, is set to become its
grandest and most memorable
edition so far, Gujarat Deputy
Chief Minister Harsh Sangha-
vi said on Friday. The spiritu-
ally significant fair will be
held from February 11 to Feb-
ruary 15. Chairing a high-level
review meeting with sadhus,
saints and senior administra-
tive officials, Sanghavi as-
sessed preparations to ensure
the smooth conduct of the fair,

which is often described as a
mini Kumbh because of its re-
ligious importance and large
congregation of ascetics and
devotees.

For the first time, the arrival
of sadhus and saints will be
marked by a grand city proces-
sion featuring a divine-themed
ceremonial entry on February
11. The initiative is aimed at
giving devotees an opportunity
to witness the arrival of ascet-
ics in a more elaborate and
devotional atmosphere.

Sanghavi said that under the
guidance of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, the state

government is ensuring exten-
sive arrangements for devotees
and ascetics. To accommodate
larger crowds and improve
visibility of the Naga sadhu
procession, the traditional
Ravedi route has been extend-
ed by 500 metres, increasing
its total length from 1.5 km to
2 km. The entire procession
route will be decorated on the
theme of Lord Bhole Nath,
transforming the city into a vi-
brant devotional space. Special
emphasis is being placed on
security and crowd manage-
ment to ensure a safe experi-
ence for pilgrims.

5 arrested for drug peddling in J&K

SRINAGAR

Police have arrested five peo-
ple in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Baramulla and Pulwama dis-
tricts as part of their ongoing
crackdown on drug smuggling
and peddling, officials said on
Friday. In a statement, police
said Sopore Police in Baramulla
achieved a major breakthrough
in an NDPS case by arresting
additional accused and recover-
ing more contraband, pointing
to a wider drug network.

The arrests were made in
connection with FIR No.
23/2026 registered under Sec-
tions 8/22-29 of the NDPS
Act and Section 281 of the

BNS at Police Station Sopore.
Based on disclosures by earlier
arrested accused, police appre-
hended Mohd Umar Dar, son
of Ghulam Nabi Dar, and Nis-
ar Ahmad Bhat alias Shanu,
son of Mehraj-ud-Din Bhat,
both residents of Naseem
Bagh, Sopore. Acting on their
disclosures, a substantial quan-
tity of Codeine Phosphate bot-
tles was recovered.

In a separate action, Police
Post Hadipora under Police
Station Dangiwacha appre-
hended Farooq Ahmad Malla
of Hadipora after recovering a
charas-like substance during
naka checking. Further inves-
tigation is underway.

CPI(M) BOOK CONTROVERSY

Bihar Deputy CM
Yows Crackdown
on Land Mafia

PATNA

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
and Minister of Revenue and
Land Reforms Vijay Kumar
Sinha has intensified his cam-
paign against the land mafia
and corruption within the rev-
enue department, asserting
that he will not succumb to
pressure, intimidation or
threats from vested interests.

Speaking on Friday, Sinha
said he had embarked on this
mission with complete deter-
mination and personal re-
solve. Using strong words to
underline his commitment, he
said, I have set out with a
shroud wrapped around my
head. I fear no one, signalling
that he is prepared to face any
consequences in his fight
against corruption and illegal
land dealings.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said his political journey has
already tested his resolve,
noting that he had contested
elections by standing up to
criminals in his constituency
and had emerged victorious.
That experience, he said, has
further strengthened his deter-
mination to now confront the
entrenched land mafia, mid-
dlemen and corrupt officials
operating within the revenue
and land reforms system.

Invoking the ideals of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, Sinha said he
had taken the tough decision
in the larger public interest.
Following the ideals of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, I have taken
this step. I will not allow the
land mafia or corrupt officials
to carry out their nefarious

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Vijay Kumar
Sinha reaffirmed his
resolve to act firmly

against land mafia and
corruption

activities, he said.

Sinha made it clear that any
officer or employee within the
department who attempts to
obstruct action against the
land mafia would be treated
as indirectly supporting ille-
gal activities. He drew a sharp
distinction between honest
officials and those complicit
in corruption. Honest officers
working in public interest will
not face any problem. But
those siding with the mafia
will face strict action, he
warned.

Recently, during a Land Re-
form Public Dialogue Pro-
gramme, the Deputy Chief
Minister indicated that errant
Circle Officers (COs) and
other officials could face sus-
pension if found guilty of ir-
regularities. He stressed that
all action would be evi-
dence-based and in accor-
dance with the law, adding
that there would be zero toler-
ance for corruption in the land
and revenue department.

RRTS impractical, a waste of
money: Metroman Sreedharan
slams Kerala project

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Noted technocrat E. Sreedha-
ran on Friday launched a
stinging attack on the Kerala
government’s newly-an-
nounced Thiruvananthapur-
am—Kasaragod Regional Rap-
id Transit System (RRTS)
project, calling it impractical,
technically flawed and a sheer
waste of public money, in an
apparent rebuttal to Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s
remarks a day earlier. Sreed-
haran said the RRTS proposal
had no real utility for Kerala
and was inferior even to a
semi-high-speed rail project.

Someone has misled the
government. This is nothing
but an attempt to throw dust
in the public’s eyes, he said,
adding that mere announce-
ments would not translate into
viable projects.

He argued that the RRTS
could realistically be imple-
mented only on the Thiruva-
nanthapuram—Chengannur
stretch, and extending it be-
yond that would require re-
ducing train speeds, defeating
the very purpose of the sys-
tem.

If speed has to be cut, what

is the point of such a project?
he asked. Referring to the
abandoned high-speed rail
proposal, Sreedharan said he
had personally discussed the
project with the Chief Minis-
ter earlier.

While CM Vijayan had ex-
pressed satisfaction and even
deputed officials, the State
government later hesitated to
formally approach the Centre.

The Left government itself
had taken the initiative earlier.
Why this sudden shift now?
he asked.

Sreedharan also pointed out
that while the State’s assis-
tance was not required for
surveys, government support
was crucial for land acquisi-
tion, without which no rail
project could move forward.

He said the shift from high-
speed rail to RRTS reflected
technical failure and lack of
clarity in policy thinking.

His comments came a day
after CM Vijayan, speaking at
the Loka Kerala Sabha, said
the Railway Ministry had de-
nied approval for Kerala’s
proposed high-speed rail cor-
ridor, forcing the State to ex-
plore alternatives such as
RRTS.

Expelled CPI(M) Leader
V. Kunjikrishnan Seeks Police Protection

KOCHI

Senior Communist Party of
India (Marxist) leader V. Kun-
jikrishnan, who was expelled
from the party earlier this
week, approached the Kerala
High Court on Friday seeking
police protection for the re-
lease of his forthcoming book,
which contains sharp criticism
of the party leadership.
Speaking to the media at
his residence in Payyannur,
Kunjikrishnan clarified that
his plea before the court was
limited strictly to ensuring se-
curity for the book release
function scheduled for
Wednesday. I wish to clarify
that the protection that I have
sought is just for the book re-
lease function. Since it’s a

public function, I did not want
it to be disturbed. I ap-
proached the court because it
would provide a more con-
crete direction, he said.

The petition comes just
days ahead of the publication
of his book, which makes se-
rious allegations against the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leadership and ac-
cuses the party of ideological
degeneration. Titled Nethruth-
vathe Anikal Thiruthanam
(The Cadre Must Correct the
Leadership), the book offers a
scathing critique of the
CPI(M)’s functioning at the
state level.

Kunjikrishnan was expelled
on Monday from the party’s
primary membership after re-
iterating allegations of irregu-

larities related to the Dhanaraj
Martyrs’ Fund. His statements
triggered a major controversy
within the CPI(M)’s Kannur
district unit. Announcing the
expulsion, CPI(M) Kannur
District Secretary K.K.
Ragesh accused him of be-
traying the party and acting as
a weapon in the hands of par-
ty enemies, particularly by
giving interviews to a private
television channel ahead of
elections.

The party leadership has
maintained that the allegations
raised by Kunjikrishnan were
examined and settled internal-
ly as early as April 2022. It
described his actions as driven
by personal animosity towards
Payyannur MLA and district
secretariat member T.I. Mad-
husoodanan. Ragesh said an
internal inquiry found the
charges to be baseless and as-
serted that Madhusoodanan
had no role in handling the
funds in question.

While acknowledging cer-
tain lapses such as typograph-
ical errors and missing receipt
books, the party claimed there
was no financial loss and said
disciplinary action had al-
ready been taken at the appro-
priate level.




NATION

< CITYSHILIGHTS »xx<

Wings India Exhibition Reflects Global
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Confidence: Ram Mohan Naidu

HYDERABAD

Union Minister for Civil Avia-
tion K. Ram Mohan Naidu on

Friday said the Wings

exhibition stands as a strong
testament to the world’s confi-
dence in India’s aviation
growth story, highlighting the
country’s rapid transformation
into a globally competitive

aviation ecosystem.

Sharing his experience at
the exhibition organised as
part of Wings India, the min-
ister said the event offered a
vibrant and immersive show-
case of the scale, diversity
and ambition of India’s civil
aviation sector. The summit
entered its third day at Be-
gumpet Airport, drawing par-
ticipation from across the

India

global aviation industry.
Posting on social media
platform X, Naidu said he vis-
ited several exhibition stalls
and interacted closely with
industry leaders, innovators
and start-ups who are shaping
the future of aviation. He de-
scribed the exhibition as a
comprehensive display of In-
dia’s growing capabilities
across multiple segments of
the aviation value chain.
During his visit, the minis-

ter also experienced the Air-
bus H125 helicopter simula-
tor, calling it an impressive
demonstration of advanced
aviation technology and pilot
training capabilities. He said
such technologies underline
India’s progress in adopting
cutting-edge systems that
meet global standards.

Naidu noted that he visited
stalls set up by leading organ-
isations such as Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited, Al En-
gineering Services Limited,
and Pawan Hans, along with
many other Indian and inter-
national aviation companies
and start-ups. These exhibi-
tors showcased innovations
spanning aircraft manufactur-
ing, maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO), drones, pi-

ture.

brands.

lot training, sustainability ini-
tiatives and airport infrastruc-

The depth of innovation on
display reflects India’s steady
progress from being a
fast-growing aviation market
to becoming a comprehensive
and globally competitive avi-
ation ecosystem, the minister
said. He added that the coun-
try is no longer just a market
for aviation services but is
increasingly emerging as a
hub for innovation, manufac-
turing and skill development.

Highlighting the global
scale of the event, Naidu said
Wings India has attracted del-
egates from over 120 coun-
tries, with participation from
all major global aviation

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India
has quashed criminal proceed-
ings against an advocate ac-
cused of criminal intimidation
in a sexual assault case, hold-
ing that vague and belated al-
legations, coupled with an
improved statement of the
prosecutrix, were insufficient
in law to put him on trial.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Aravind Kumar and
Prasanna B. Varale allowed the
appeal filed by advocate Beri
Manoj and set aside an order
of the Andhra Pradesh High
Court, which had earlier de-
clined to quash the proceed-
ings at the pre-trial stage.

The appellant had been ar-
rayed as accused number five

in a first information report
(FIR) registered in 2022 under
Sections 328, 376 and 506 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
read with Sections 3 and 4 of
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act. The apex court, how-
ever,
allegation against the appellant
was limited to criminal intim-
idation under Section 506 IPC.

After examining the case re-
cord,
in the prosecutrix’s statement
recorded under Section 161 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), there was no allega-
tion whatsoever that the appel-
lant had issued any threat. The
court noted that it was only
after a gap of seven days, in a
statement recorded under Sec-

O ibcworldnews.com

Supreme Court Quashes Criminal
Case Against Advocate

tion 164 CrPC, that the appel-
lant’s name appeared through
a general and unspecific alle-
gation. We notice at the initial
stage itself that in the state-
ment recorded under Section
161 of the CrPC, the prosecu-
trix, for reasons best known,
has not even whispered of any
threat having been posed by
the appellant, the court said.
The Bench described the
subsequent statement as an im-
provement and pointed out
that it merely reproduced a
broad allegation that Chandu
Tej’s father, uncle and two
aunts came there and threat-
ened me. The court held that
this contradiction in the timing
and content of the allegations
created serious doubt about the
prosecution’s version.

noted that the principal

the Bench observed that

Twokilled in Araria

road accident
PATNA

A tragic road accident
in Bihar’s Araria dis-
trict early Friday
claimed the lives of
two young men, in-
cluding an SSB
jawan, plunging two
families into grief.
The incident occurred
on the Araria-Rani-
ganj main road near
the Girhinda show-
room when a speed-
ing Bullet motorcycle
collided with a police
jeep parked on the
roadside. The de-
ceased have been
identified as Sudhir
Kumar Kushwaha
(42), a resident of
Araria RS Ward No.
4, and Vicky Kumar
Jaiswal (35), a resi-
dent of Forbesganj
Training School
Chowk, Ward No. 21.
Sudhir Kumar Kush-
waha was posted with
the 52nd Battalion of
the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) at Araria
headquarters.

Punjabi Folk
Orchestra tojazzup
Bharat Parv at
Red Fort

NEW DELHI

Performances by the
Punjabi Folk Orches-
tra and Qalandri
Dhamal will present
the musical and spiri-
tual heritage of the
state at Bharat Parv
2026 at the historic
Red Fort on Saturday,
an official said. The
Punjabi Folk Orches-
tra is a unique ensem-
ble developed using a
wide range of tradi-
tional Punjabi folk in-
struments such as
Dhol, Dholki, Ta-
al-Koze, Tansari,
Flute, Nagara, Chimta,
Sap, Kara, and Vanjli,
the official from Min-
istry of Tourism said.

Ahmedabad hosts
tribal handicrafts
and herbal exhibition

AHMEDABAD

A Traditional Tribal
Handicrafts, Food
and Herbal Products
Sales and Exhibition
Fair was inaugurated
at the Sabarmati Riv-
erfront on Friday,
showcasing the rich
cultural heritage,
crafts, and traditional
knowledge of Guja-
rat’s tribal communi-
ties. The fair will re-
main open to the
public until February
3. Tribal Develop-
ment Minister Na-
resh Patel inaugurat-
ed the exhibition,
which is being or-
ganised by the Guja-
rat Tribal Research
and Training Society
under the Tribal De-
velopment Depart-
ment.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, S. Jayalakshmi, W/o. K.
Sekaran, aged about 57 years,
residing at No.24, 2nd Main,
Shamanna Gowda Layout
Saraswathipuram, HAL 2nd Stage,
Bengaluru 560008, have changed
my name from J. Jeyalakshmi
to S. JAYALAKSHMI Vvide
affidavit sworn to before the
Notary S.I. Balaguru, Advocate on
12-01-2026 at Bengaluru.

IN COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL AND JMFC
JUDGE AT HOSKOTE
C.MIS NO: 399/2025
Applicants: SYED BABA JAN BIN LATE SYED
GAFFAR SAB Aged about 53 years No. 210 near
Ambedkar Nagar near Government School, Vijaypur,
Dooravaninagar, Bangalore-560016.
Respondant: Registrar of Birth and Deaths,
Tahasildar, Hosakote Taluk.

It is hereby notified to the public that the above
petitioner has filed an application in the court stating
that the applicant's grandfather, late syed Ahmed
Saah S/o Late Syed Gafar Saah, died on 21.12.1982
at this address, Sulibele Village & Hobli, Hosakote
Taluk and since there are no official records of
his death, he has filed an application under the
registration of Birth and Death Act, 1969 to register
the date of death in the birth and death records
of the respondent. Therefore, if the public has any
objection, we hereby inform you to appear before the
above Principal Civil Judge on 21st February 2026 at
11:00 AM. Failing which, the case will be disposed of
ex parte in his absence.
The said publication is dated: 29.01.2026 with my
signature and the seal of the court.
By order of the Court

Sheristedar, Civil Judge & J.M.F.C. Hoskote
Counsel for the Petitioner: Chandrashekara. K,
Lawyers, R.B.Law Chambers, No. 76/18, Thotagere,

Dasanpur Hobli, Bengaluru North Taluk

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is given to the General public from
Sri.H.Sath son of B hact

resident of Ashok Road, Hiriyur Town, Chitradurga
Dist, At the time ofGift deed dt.06.10.2025, from
his father B.Hanumanthachar, he had handed over
original Registered Sale deed dt 24.03.2000,
Regd No0.2512/1999/2000 and original registered
Supplementary deed dt.20.01.2005, registered as
No.HYR-1-02537/2004-05. Unfortunately | am lost
the above said original deeds at Hiriyur Taluk office,
In this regard | have lodged online complaint police
department, lost Report No.2033998/2026. Hence
anybody having title interest, and right in any manner
over the schedule property and | am currently taking
a loan from the Techfino Capital Private Itd, Hiriyur. If
anyone has the above original documents, please bring
them. Schedule: House Property bearing municipal
A.No: 2293/101/477 and having E-Katha No.12-1-36,
measuring East-West: 18.592837 meter, North-South:
13.716027 meter, situated at Ward No.1, Challakere
Road, Hiriyur Town, Chitradurga Dist.
Sri.H.Sathyanarayana S/o Hanumanthachar,
resident of Ashok Road, Hiriyur Town,
Chitradurga Dist.
Mobile No: 9845430501

I, N JAGADISH alias
JAGADISH N alias N
JAGADEESH S/o
MANJAPPA, R/o0 120,
Market Road, Sorab,
Shivamogga, Karnataka-
577429, have changed
my name and shall
hereafter be known as
JAGADEESH.

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Rajanna S/o late Hanumappa, aged
about 60 years, R/at Yadahalli village,
Balla post, Avani Hobli, Mulbagal Taluk,
Kolar District, do herby solemnly affirm
and state on oath follws:
| sward Xerox the said documents in
Xerox center bus-stand, Mulbagal town,
| have lost the entire documents file
relating to the below said item no 1to 17
documents on 20-12-2025 with my best
efforts | could not trace out the same.

1. 25-11-2002 N0.2153/2002-03
2. 29:04-2001 No.225/2011-12

m 3. 61312006 No.1802/2005-06
4.26-12-2012 No.4270/2012-13

I, SUNANDA PG alias | | 5.6/82013 No.2108/2013-14
6. 24-11-2015 No.2876/205-16

MS SUNANDA W/o | | 757052013 N0.6629/2012-13
JAGADEESH, R/o|| 822122015 N0.3299/2015-16
9. 41212014 No.4763/2013-14

Market Road, Sorab,
Shimoga, Karnataka-
577429, have
changed my name and
shall hereafter be
known as SUNANDA N.

10. 22-12-2015
11. 28-02-2014
12. 24-11-2015
13.15-09-2014
14.18-06-2015
15.9/11/2015
16. 2/5/2013
17.25-11-2015

N0.3298/2015-16
No.5268/2013-14
No.2877/2015-16
No.2865/2014-15

N0.927/2015-16
No.2708/2015-16

No.639/2013-14
N0.2906/2015-16

ZILLA PANCHAYATH, TUMKUR
Office of Executive Engineer, P.R.E. Division, Madhugiri

Tender notification no:18/2025-26 Dated:27-01-2026

Behalf of Governor of Karnataka, Tender for Various works
under Various Head of accounts of P.R.E. Division, Madhugiri
have been published in e portal. Registered and Eligible
contractors may submit the bids within 03-02-2026 upto 16.00
PM through e procurement website.Maximum Amount of Work
is 125.00 Lakhs For more details Contact Ph. 080-25501216,
080-25501227 or visit KPP PORTAL

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
P.R.E. Division, Madhugiri

DIPR/TUM/RO-238/25-26/0ysters

Office of the Executive Engineer

PWD Special Division
Ramanagara
No. EE/PWD/RMN Spl.Div./TND-20/2025-26 Date : 29.01.2026

IN THE COURT OF THE ADDITIONAL CIVIL
JUDGE AND JMFC AT DEVANAHALLI
L.Misc. N 202
Between: Smt Chikkamuniyamma  Petitioner
And: The Tahsildar, Devanahalli Taluk,
Bengaluru RurillpDi;}-rlictl\I Respondent

| the undersigned advocate on behalf of my client
namely Smt.Chikkamuniyamma D/o Late. Muniyappa,
aged about 76 years, Rlat:- Chandenahalli village,
Vijayapura Hobli, D halli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural
District have filed the above petition for the death
certificate of Late.Muniyappa Sfo Late.Eerappa
who died on 12.09.1985 at Chandenahalli village,
Vijayapura Hobli, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru
Rural District. If any parties who have objections

may dispute regarding the same can appear before
the Hon'ble Additional Civil Judge and JMFC at
Devanahalli and the date of hearing on 06.04.2026
at 11.00 A.M. in C.Mis No. 25.
By the order of this Hon'ble court
Chief Ministerial Officer, Civil Judge & JMFC
Court, Devanahalli

Address for service: Sri.M.M.Srinivas, Advocate,
Office at:- 1st floor, Narayanachar complex,
Sulibele Road, Devanahalli Town, Bengaluru Rural
District

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Tenders are invited in two stage system from the eligible
contractors for 08 works from Rs. 305.00 Lakhs to Rs.800.00
Lakhs through e-procurement portal as per the Standard bid
documents. The eligible contractors can participate in this tender
through e-procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in.

Documents may be downloaded from 02.02.2026 to
16.02.2026. Last date for submission of tender 16.02.2026 upto
16.00 hours. Date of Pre-bid meeting 10.02.2026 at 11.30 Hours.
Date of opening of Technical bid 17.02.2026 (If possible) at 16.30
hours. Tender Processing Fees, EMD as per E-Procurement.
For more information contact the undersigned during Office Hours.

Sd/-

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the general public
that our client, Shreevi Developers Pvt. Ltd.,
having its office/address at Nandagokula Nilaya,
Bachahalli Village, Kundana Post, Devanahalli
Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District (Contact No: +91
9845582290, intends to purchase the schedule
properties mentioned below.
The current owners, Shree Gangadharappa, Slo
Hanumayya (resident of Jalahalli Village, Rampura
Hobli, Chikkaballapura District) and Shree K.B.
Rajkumar, S/o Banappa (resident of Kondavadi
Village, Puravara Post, Madhugiri Taluk, Tumakuru
District), have represented to our client that
they are the absolute owners of the schedule
properties, having acquired the same through
inheritance.
Any person(s) having any right, title, interest,
or claim of any nature over the said properties,
or any objection to the proposed sale, is hereby
required to lodge such objections/claims along
with supporting documentary evidence with the
undersigned within three (3) days from the date
of publication of this notice.
If no objections are received within the stipulated
period, it shall be deemed that the schedule
properties are free from all encumbrances, and
our client will proceed with the purchase.
SCHEDULE PROPERTIES
Property 01: All that piece and parcel of the
property bearing Sy. No. 14, situated at KG
Devapala Village, Saasalu Hobli, Doddaballapura
Taluk, measuring 5 Acres 07 Guntas. This is
converted land for warehouse purposes and
is bounded as follows: East by: Sy. No. 19 and
attached Kharab West by: Property of N. Sheshadri
North by: Sy. No. 12 and attached Kharab South
by: Road, Sy. No. 28, and Sy. No. 30
: All that piece and parcel of the
property bearing Sy. No. 31/2, situated at KG
Devapala Village, Saasalu Hobli, Doddaballapura
Taluk, measuring 3 Acres 16 Guntas. This is
converted land for warehouse purposes and is
bounded as follows: East by: Sy. No. 12, Sy. No.
30, and attached Kharab West by: Property of N.
Sheshadri North by: Sy. No. 26 and attached Kharah
South by: Road, Sy. No. 28, and Sy. No. 30
A. VASANTH KUMARA, ADVOCATE, M.Sc.,LLB
R.S. Jagadesha Bldg., Court Road,
Vinayaka Nagara
Doddaballapura-561203.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Executive Engineer

DIPR/SAD/B01/SA2025-26 PWD Special Division, Ramanagara

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Public Works Department
Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi

No/PWD/CKD DIV/AE-1/TENDER/2025-26/6406  DATE: 29/01/2026
E-Tender Notification (Call-2)

Executive Engineer PWD Division Chikkodi has

invited item wise e-Re-Tenders from Registration in KPWD
Department authorized by Karnataka Government for the
works coming under the jurisdiction of Chikodi PWD Division
3 works under head of account 5054—Major District Roads
Improvements, amount put to tender is minimum of Rs.
74.40 Lakhs and maximum of Rs. 80.00 Lakhs.
Calendar of events:1)Last date for queries & clarifications :
11-02-2026up to 5.30 PM, 2)Last Date of Receipt of Bids : 13-
02-2026up to 5.00 PM, 3)Date of opening of Technical bids
(Two Cover System): 16-02-2026at 4.30 PM, 4)Date of
opening of Financial bids (Two Cover System): “after approval
of Technical bids”, 5)If no bid received auto extension will be
done by e-procitself for 2 days.

For more information & forms of tender can be
downloaded from kppp.karnataka.gov.in& departmental
web site www.kpwd.gov.in. Further details can be collected
from O/o Executive Engineer Public Works Dept.,Division

Chikkodi during working hours.
Sd/- Executive Engineer

DIPR/BGM/RO-NO-1727/KSMCA/2025-26 PWD Division Chikodi.

CLASSIFIEDS

H ‘ H contact; 080-41209042

i,oﬂ BENGALURU SMART INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED
\ Office of the Superintendent Engineer-02
Bengaluru Smart Infrastructure Limited,

N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560002
No: SE-2/BSMILE/TEND/03/2025-26/Call-3  Date: 30-01-2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) Call-3 (Two Cover System)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Superintendent Engineer-02, Bengaluru Smart Infrastructure
Limited- White Topping Division on behalf of the Chief
Commissioner, Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA), invites
Proposals (Technical and Financial) for appointing Agency for
Availing Graduate/Diploma Engineers for Bengaluru Smart
Infrastructure Limited Wing.

SI. Name of the Work

No. Availing Graduate/Diploma Engineers for Bengaluru
Smart Infrastructure Limited- White Topping division
1| Amount put to Tender (Including GST) :

%.84.49 Lakhs, EMD: 50,000.00

Calendar of Events : (1) Availability of RFP Documents
from 31-01-2026 onwards (2) Date of Pre-bid meeting on
03-02-2026 at 3:30 pm. (3) Last date for uploading filled
proposals is 07-02-2026 before 4:00 pm (4) Date of Opening
of Technical proposals is 09-02-2026 at 11:30 am. (5) Date of
Opening of Financial proposals after Approval of Technical

Proposals through KPPP
Sd/- Superintendenting Engineer-02
Bengaluru Smart Infrastructure Limited
Greater Bengaluru Authority

s

Government of Karnataka ,;g‘*
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DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH ﬁ}.
EMPOWERMENT AND SPORTS ‘..

State Youth Centre, Nrupathunga Road, Bengaluru - 560001.
Tel : 080-22215601, 22211246, Fax: 080 22215602

No: DYES/Engg/AP/168/2025-26 Date: 29.01.2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION (through E-Procurement Portal Only)

Subject:- The Assistasnt Executive Engineer, Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports, State Youth Centre Nrupathunga Road,
Bangalore-560 001, KARNATAKA INDIA invites Tender to take up the
various works at Chamarajanagara, haveri & Bidar districts, Karnataka
through E- Procurement Portal.
Particulars : 1) Construction of a women's sports hostel building in
santhemaralli, chamarajanagara district. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 206.87
Lakhs EMD : Rs 3,10,311/-. Last Date and Time for Submission of bid:
19.02.2026 time 16.00 Hrs, Date and Time for Opening of technical bid :
20.02.2026 time 16.30 Hrs. 2) Development works at Ranebennur taluk
Stadium in haveri district. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 81.05 Lakhs EMD :
Rs 1,62,113/-. Last Date and Time for Submission of bid: 07.02.2026 time
16.30 Hrs, Date and Time for Opening of technical bid : 09.02.2026 time
11.30 Hrs. 3) Development work on infrastructure in the district stadium,
Chamarajanagar. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 557.53 Lakhs EMD :
Rs 8,36,298/-. Last Date and Time for Submission of bid: 23.02.2026 time
16.00 Hrs, Date and Time for Opening of technical bid : 24.02.2026 time
16.30 Hrs. 4) Various developmental works at sports hostel, Bidar (Call-2).
Amount put to Tender : Rs. 84.40 Lakhs, EMD : Rs 1,68,820/-. Last Date
and Time for Submission of bid: 09.02.2026 time 16.00 Hrs, Date and
Time for Opening of technical bid : 10.02.2026 time 16.30 Hrs.
The Tender shall be submitted through e-Procurement Portal
(https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in). Vendors need to register in the
e-Procurement Portal to submit their bids online. The tender document can
be viewed free of cost from the e-Procurement Portal.
Additional information may be obtained during office hours at the above
mentioned Address Sd/-

Assistant Executive Engineer

Dept. of Youth Empowerment and Sports
(Tender Inviting Authority)

DIPR/CP/5302/Zen/2025-26

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
Department of Minor Irrigation and
Ground Water Development
Office of the Executive Engineer

M.l. & GWD Division, Mysore

On behalf of the Governer of Karnataka, the Executive
Engineer, M.l. & GWD Division, Mysore invites tenders
from registered and eligible contractors under “Kppp”
Portal as per the terms and conditions prescribed in
standard tender documents of KW1 and 2 for 3 works,
minimum tender amount Rs.150.00 lakhs, maxmium
tender amount Rs.200.00 Lakhs and EMD amount minimum
Rs.1.89 lakhs and maximum amount Rs.2.25 lakhs. The
other tender details are given below. Any information
regarding this tender may be obtained from this office
during office hours up to: Date: 07.02.2026 — 5-30 PM.
Last date to upload the tenders with the prescribed
E.M.D and requisite documents through website https:/
/kppp.karnataka.gov.in: Date: 09.02.2026 — 5-30 PM.
The bids will be opened: Date: 11.02.2026 — 11-00 AM
Note: All the rights are reserved for postponement or
cancellation of all bids or any individual bids of this
tender notification without assigning any reasons by
the under signed. The terms and conditions for each
work is published in the “Kppp” Tender Portal. Any
corrigendum pertains to above tender will be published
in e-Procurement Portal only.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Ml & GWD Division, Mysore
DIPR/DDMYS/1581/KSMCA/895/2025-26

i

P Government of Karnataka
@)

(1]  OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL,

j224 PRISONS AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
s

No.4, Seshadri Road, Bangalore-560009,
Phone: 080-22262263, E-mail: phq.prisons-kar@gov.in

Tender Notification
The Director General of Police, Prisons and Correctional Services,
Bangalore invited the following tender for Supply, installation and
maintenance of Desktop Computers and Sewing Machines for various
Prisons as under.

No. Tender No. and Date approx. Tender value

1 | PCSD/2025-26/IND0264, Dt. 29.01.2026 Rs.21.15 Lakhs

2 | PCSD/2025-26/IND0265, Dt. 29.01.2026 Rs.12.60 Lakhs

The information of Pre-bid meeting, last date and time for tender
submission and other details can be obtained at e-procurement
portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For more information,
please contact the above office. Sdl-

Director General of Police

o Prisons and Correctional Services
DIPR/CP/5295/Shirdi Sai/2025-26

Karnataka State
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Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,
fome Finance Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial
Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the authorized
officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under Securitisation
And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest
Act 2002 (The said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2)
of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules
2002, the authorized officer has issued demand notices under 13(2) of the said
Act, calling upon the borrower(s) [The “said borrower(s)’], to repay the amounts
mentioned in the respective demand notice(s) issued to them that are also given
below. In connection with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the said
borrower(s) to pay to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL), within
sixty days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below,
together with further interest as detailed in the said demand notice(s), from the
date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable
under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed
by the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, the following
assets have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)
by the said borrower(s) respectively.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Mariyamma (Applicant), 2. Nataraja (Co-Applicant), LAN: 1192020100203
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

Bous To: VAT L-37/29-1/2025-26/ OF0F:— 30.01.2026.
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06.01.2026 / Rs. 4,56,249/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Fifty Six Thousand Two
Hundred Forty Nine Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

All that piece and parcel of Old Property No. 209/B209/B, E Swathu
No 151200401000220584, measuring 3.96 X 12.19 Mts i.e 48.27 Sq
Mts Situated at Gundagathi Village, gundagathi Gram Panchayath,
Harapanahalli, East: Property of Pakiramma, West: Property of

Huchengamma, North: Road, South: Road.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1.'Y Manjunatha (Applicant), 2. Renukamma (Co-Applicant),
LAN: 16620232500024
Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date
06.01.2026 / Rs. 14,44,075/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Forty Four Thousand
Seventy Five Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)
All the piece and parcel of Property bearing Site No. 6/1, As per TMC Form K. M. F. 24,
(Rule 53(1)(A)) Assessment/Katha/ Property No.1104/486/6/1, Situated at Janatha Colony,
Jigani Village, Jigani Hobli, Anekal Taluk, Bangalore Urban District, Presently Comes under
the Limits of Jigani TMC, Ward No. 23, Measuring East to West 30 feet and North to South
30 feet, in all measuring 900 Square Feet, and along with building constructed thereon,
East: Site No. 6 belongs to Nagaraju, West: Property belongs to Chinnamma, North:
Property belongs to Chinnamma, South: House belongs to Tailor Raja.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Nagendra A. Y. (Applicant), 2. Bhagyamma G. S.
(Co-Applicant), LAN: $166209000004
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Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date
06.01.2026 / Rs. 3,80,641/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Eighty Thousand Six Hundred
Forty One Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026
Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)
Property Bering Southern Portion Site No .152, Khata No. 581/152 PID NO.
150200100200101006, Bidaraguppe Village, Attibele, Anekal, Bangalore Dist
562125, East: Site No. 207, West: Road, North: Site No. 152 Remaining
Portion, South: Site No. 151.

Sd/-
Place : Harapanahalli / Bangalore, Karnataka Authorized Officer
Date : 31.01.2026 Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)
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Thailand’s Natthaphong
is frontrunner ahead
of February vote

Bangkok
Thailand’s progressive Peo-
ple’s Party leader Nat-
thaphong Ruengpanyawut
continued to lead opinion
polls on Friday, highlighting
the stiff challenge facing
Prime Minister Anutin Char-
nvirakul's bid to stay in pow-
er ahead of elections on
February 8. February’s vote
has settled into a three-way
race between Anutin’s con-
servative Bhumjaithai Party,
the former ruling Pheu Thai
Party and the reformist
People’s Party. A poll by
Suan Dusit University pub-
lished on Friday said Nat-
thaphong was backed by
35.1% of respondents, with
Anutin coming in third with
16.1%, behind Pheu Thai's
candidate for prime minister
Yoshanan Wongsawat at
21.5%. The poll surveyed
26,621 people from the Jan-
vary 16 to 28 period.

Ukraine ready to
reciprocate if Russia
stops energy attacks

Kyiv
Ukraine is ready to recipro-
cate if Russia halts its attacks
on the country’s energy infra-
structure that has plunged
the capital Kyiv into cold,
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy said on Friday, adding
there was no formal truce
between the two countries.
U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Thursday that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
had agreed not to fire on Kyiv
for a week due to cold
weather. Temperatures in the
Ukrainian capital are forecast
to plunge as low as minus 26
degrees Celsius on Sunday.

China coast
guard patrolled
Japan-heldislands

Beijing
China’s coast guard pa-
trolled Japan-administered
islands in the East China Sea
almost daily last year, it said
on Friday, aiming to secure
its sovereignty over the re-
mote, rocky outpost and to
deter Taiwan from taking
steps toward independence.
The patrols near the tiny is-
lands - known as the Senka-
ku in Japan and Diaoyu in
China - could add to ten-
sions as Beijing and Tokyo
are embroiled in their biggest
diplomatic dispute in more
than a decade after Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi said
Japan might intervene if Chi-
na attacked Taiwan. China
claims democratically gov-
erned Taiwan as its territory
and has never renounced
use of force to reunify with
theisland. Taiwan’s govern-
ment rejects China’s sover-
eignty claim and says only
theisland’s people can de-
cide their own fate.

Brain-Bender: Can You Solve It?

Trump Warns Britain Over China Ties
as Starmer Seeks Economic Reset

Britain’s China outreach sparks warnings from U.S. President Donald
Trump as Prime Minister Keir Starmer defends reset strategy.

BEIJING

U.S. President Donald Trump
has cautioned Britain against
deepening its economic en-
gagement with Beijing, de-
scribing such moves as dan-
gerous at a time of heightened
global competition and strate-
gic rivalry. His remarks came
as British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer visited China, under-
scoring a growing divergence
in how Western allies ap-
proach relations with
the world’s second-largest
economy.

Starmer, the latest Western
leader to travel to Beijing
amid uncertainty created by
Trump’s often unpredictable
foreign policy positions, used
the visit to argue for a prag-
matic rebalancing of ties.
During three-hour talks with
Chinese President Xi Jinping,

UK-CHINA
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the British leader called for
what he described as a more
sophisticated relationship be-
tween the two countries. The
discussions covered a broad
agenda, ranging from im-
proved market access and
lower tariffs to fresh invest-
ment agreements, while also
touching on softer cultural
themes such as football and
Shakespeare.

The British government has

framed the visit as part of a
broader effort to revive trade
and attract investment at a
time when domestic econom-
ic pressures remain high. Of-
ficials accompanying Starmer
stressed that resetting rela-
tions does not mean abandon-
ing concerns over security,
human rights, or fair compe-
tition, but rather managing
differences while pursuing
tangible economic benefits.

Trump’s warning reflects a
tougher stance long advocated
by Washington, which has re-
peatedly urged allies to re-
duce economic dependence
on Beijing and guard against
potential security risks. His
comments are likely to reso-
nate with policymakers who
view China’s global ambi-
tions with suspicion and favor
a more confrontational ap-
proach.

However, Starmer’s visit
highlights a contrasting calcu-
lation in London. By engag-
ing directly with China, Brit-
ain hopes to secure new op-
portunities for exporters, in-
vestors, and financial ser-
vices, even as it navigates its
post-Brexit trading landscape.
Supporters argue that selec-
tive engagement can deliver
growth without compromising
national interests.

Myanmar’s military-aligned party clinched a sweeping election victory, reinforcing
political control amid civil war and widespread repression.

Myanmar Military-Backed Party Secures Landslide Victory

NAYPYITAW

Myanmar’s military-backed
political force has completed
a decisive sweep of the coun-
try’s three-phase general elec-
tion, according to state media,
cementing an outcome widely
anticipated after a tightly
managed political process
conducted amid ongoing civil
war and severe restrictions on
opposition activity.

The Union and Solidarity
Party (USDP), which is
aligned with the country’s
powerful armed forces, domi-
nated all phases of the vote,
winning an overwhelming ma-
jority in both chambers of the

national legislature. Official
results released on Thursday
and Friday showed the party
securing 232 of the 263 con-
tested seats in the lower house,
the Pyithu Hluttaw, and 109 of
the 157 seats announced so far
in the upper chamber, the
Amyotha Hluttaw.

The scale of the victory ef-
fectively guarantees the
USDP firm control over the
legislative agenda, reinforcing
the military’s grip on political
power. Analysts say the result
reflects not only the party’s
institutional backing but also
the absence of meaningful
competition, as many opposi-
tion groups were barred from

participating or chose to boy-
cott the election altogether.
The election was held
against the backdrop of pro-
longed conflict across large
parts of the country, where
clashes between the military
and various resistance groups
have continued since the army
seized power in a 2021 coup.
Large swathes of Myanmar
remain under martial law or
emergency rule, with political
gatherings heavily restricted
and independent media oper-
ating under constant pressure.
Critics, including pro-de-
mocracy activists and interna-
tional observers, have ques-
tioned the credibility of the

electoral process, arguing that
it lacked fundamental condi-
tions for a free and fair vote.
They point to the detention of
opposition figures, the disso-
lution of rival parties, and
tight controls on campaigning
and voter outreach as factors
that all but guaranteed a pre-
determined outcome.

The military authorities,
however, have portrayed the
election as a step toward re-
storing constitutional order and
stability. State media hailed the
USDP’s victory as a mandate
for governance, emphasizing
voter turnout figures and fram-
ing the process as inclusive
despite the ongoing unrest.

Syrian Government
and Kurdish-Led SDF
Announce Ceasefire

RAQQA

The Syrian government and
the Kurdish-led Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces (SDF) an-
nounced a ceasefire agree-
ment on Friday that aims to
prevent a potentially devastat-
ing battle in the country’s
northeast, while setting out a
roadmap for the gradual inte-
gration of Kurdish forces into
the state’s security frame-
work.

The deal comes after rapid
advances by government
troops loyal to President
Ahmed al-Sharaa, who this
month captured large swathes
of northern and eastern Syria
previously held by the SDF.
Those gains forced the Kurd-
ish-led group to retreat into an
increasingly narrow enclave,
dramatically altering the bal-
ance of power in a region that
has long been one of the most
complex theatres of Syria’s
conflict.

The future of the SDF has
loomed as one of the most
critical unresolved questions
since Islamist fighters led by
Sharaa toppled former presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad around
14 months ago. At its height,
the SDF controlled roughly a
quarter of Syrian territory, in-
cluding key oil fields and ma-
jor population centres in the
northeast, making its status
central to any durable politi-
cal settlement.

Syria’s government and
Kurdish-led forces
reached a ceasefire,
easing tensions after
weeks of fighting
reshaped control across
northeast regions.

According to the terms an-
nounced, forces amassed along
northern front lines will begin
to pull back, reducing the im-
mediate risk of clashes. In a
significant shift, Interior Min-
istry security units will deploy
into the centres of the north-
eastern cities of Hasakah and
Qamishli, both of which have
until now remained under SDF
control. The move is intended
to reassert state authority
while avoiding a direct mili-
tary confrontation inside
densely populated urban areas.

The agreement was wel-
comed by international medi-
ators, particularly the United
States. U.S. envoy Tom Bar-
rack, who has been closely
involved in behind-the-scenes
negotiations, described the
deal as a profound and histor-
ic milestone in Syria’s jour-
ney toward national reconcil-
iation, unity, and enduring
stability. His remarks under-
score Washington’s interest in
preventing further bloodshed
and fragmentation in Syria,
especially in regions that have
been relatively stable in re-
cent years.

German commuter transport faces 'standstill’

FRANKFURT

Bus and commuter rail ser-
vices across Germany are ex-
pected to grind to a near halt
after the country’s main pub-
lic services trade union called
for an almost nationwide
strike, escalating a long-run-
ning dispute with municipal
and state employers over pay
and working conditions.

The union, Verdi, said on
Friday that it had called on
close to 100,000 employees to
walk out, warning of severe
disruption to public transport
systems. It is safe to assume
that public transport will
come to a standstill in the af-
fected transport systems, the
union said in a statement, sig-
nalling widespread stoppages
in buses, trams, underground
services and suburban rail
networks.
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The industrial action is part
of broader negotiations be-
tween public sector unions
and employers representing
Germany’s municipalities and
federal states. Verdi has ar-
gued that workers are facing
rising workloads, staff short-
ages and eroding real wages
due to persistent inflation,
while employers have resisted
union demands, citing tight
budgets and fiscal pressures
on local governments.

Commuters in major cities
as well as smaller towns are
expected to be hit, with trans-
port authorities warning pas-
sengers to expect cancella-
tions, delays and limited alter-
native services. Many local
operators have advised travel-
lers to work from home where
possible or seek other means
of transport during the strike
period.

The dispute comes at a sen-
sitive time for Europe’s larg-
est economy, which is grap-
pling with slowing growth,
high energy costs and ongo-
ing pressures on public fi-
nances. Public sector wage
negotiations have become
increasingly contentious, as
unions seek compensation for
years of rising living costs
while governments balance
demands for fiscal discipline.

Previous rounds of talks
have failed to produce a
breakthrough, prompting Ver-
di to ramp up pressure
through coordinated strikes.
Union leaders argue that the
scale of the walkout reflects
deep frustration among trans-
port workers, who they say
have kept essential services
running despite chronic un-
derstaffing and challenging
working conditions.

Russia Claims Capture of Three Villages in Ukraine

MOSCOw

Russian troops have captured
three additional villages in
eastern and southeastern
Ukraine, Russian state news
agencies reported on Friday,
citing the Defence Ministry.
The claims, which could not
be independently verified by
Reuters, underscore the con-
tinued intensity of fighting
along multiple front lines as
the war grinds on with no im-
mediate prospect of a cease-
fire.

According to the ministry,
Russian forces took control of
the villages of Richne and
Ternuvate in the Zaporizhzhia
region, as well as Berestok in
the Donetsk region. Both re-
gions have been among the
most fiercely contested areas
since the start of the conflict,
with shifting lines of control

NUCLEAR TREATY EXPIRY

and frequent claims and coun-
terclaims from both sides.
Zaporizhzhia, located in
southeastern Ukraine, has
strategic importance due to its
location linking southern and
eastern fronts, as well as its
proximity to major transport
routes. Donetsk, in the east,
has long been a focal point of
the war, with Moscow assert-
ing claims over the broader
region while Kyiv maintains
that Russian advances there
have come at significant cost.
Ukrainian authorities did
not immediately comment on
the reported captures, and in-
dependent confirmation from
the battlefield remains diffi-
cult due to restricted access
and the fog of war. Through-
out the conflict, both Moscow
and Kyiv have regularly re-
ported gains that later proved
exaggerated, reversed, or

more limited than initially
claimed.

The reported advances
come amid sustained Russian
pressure along several sec-
tions of the front, as Moscow
seeks to build momentum
through incremental territorial
gains rather than sweeping
offensives. Military analysts
say such village-by-village
advances, if confirmed, may
be aimed at stretching
Ukrainian defences and im-
proving tactical positions
ahead of future operations.

For Ukraine, the situation
highlights the ongoing chal-
lenge of defending a long
front line while relying heav-
ily on Western military sup-
port. Kyiv has repeatedly
called for additional weapons
and ammunition to blunt Rus-
sian attacks and stabilize de-
fensive lines.

U.S. and Russia Risk Unchecked Nuclear
Arms Race as New START Treaty

CALIFORNIA

The United States and Rus-
sia are on the brink of an
unrestrained nuclear arms
race for the first time since
the Cold War, unless an
eleventh-hour agreement is
reached before the expira-
tion of their last remaining
arms control pact. The New
START treaty, which limits
the number of deployed
strategic nuclear warheads
and delivery systems, is set
to lapse on February 5,
leaving the world’s two
largest nuclear powers
without any formal con-
straints on their long-range
arsenals.

If the treaty expires, it

operate without mutually
agreed limits on their
strategic nuclear forces.
The current framework

ard Nixon and Soviet leader
Leonid Brezhnev concluded
historic arms control deals
during the first-ever visit by

of nuclear restraint and
verification.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has proposed ex-
tending existing limits on
missiles and nuclear war-
heads for one additional
year. The move, according
to Moscow, would provide
breathing room for negotia-
tions on a successor agree-
ment that reflects current
geopolitical realities. How-
ever, U.S. President Donald
Trump has yet to formally
respond to the proposal, fu-
eling uncertainty as the
deadline approaches.

Trump has signaled a
willingness to let the treaty
lapse, saying earlier this
month that if it expires, it

ter. Some U.S. lawmakers
support rejecting Putin’s
offer, contending that free-
ing Washington from treaty
limits would allow it to ex-
pand its nuclear arsenal in
response to the rapid
buildup by a third power,
China.

At the same time, Trump
has said he wants to pursue
denuclearisation talks in-
volving both Russia and
China, envisioning a more
comprehensive global
framework. Beijing, how-
ever, has dismissed such
expectations as unrealistic,
arguing that its nuclear
forces remain far smaller
than those of the United
States and Russia, and that

: z Z ; i z j i digits between would mark the first time in  traces its roots to landmark  a U.S. president to Moscow.  expires, while arguing that it should not be pressured
1and9. more than five decades that  agreements signed in 1972, Those accords laid any future agreement into joining disarmament

S I N Ml A T B Washington and Moscow  when U.S. President Rich-  the foundation for decades  should be broader and bet-  talks on unequal terms.
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India’sengineering
exportsgrow3.88pc |
in April-Dec 2025

New Delhi
India’s engineering ex-
ports grew by 3.88 per
cent to $90.73 billion

during the April-De-
cember period in 2025,
from $87.34 billion of
the previous year, a re-
port said on Friday. In-
dia’s engineering ex-
ports to the United
States grew 1 per cent
year-on-year to $1.66
billion in December
2025, despite punitive
tariffs imposed by the
US administration, the
report from Engineer-
ing Export Promotion
Council of India (EEPC
India) said. India’s over-
all engineering goods
exports worldwide
grew 1.28 per cent YoY
during the month to
$10.98 billion up from
$10.84 billion in previ-
ous year.

Ambuja Cements
clocks 258 pc net
profitjumpin Q3

Ahmedabad
Adani Group’s Ambuja
Cements on Friday
posted strong results
for the October-De-
cember quarter (Q3
FY26), with net profit
surging 258 per cent
year-on-year at Rs
3,781 crore with high-
est-ever quarterly vol-
ume at 18.9 million
tonnes, up 17 per cent
(on-year). While reve-
nue was up 20 per
cent, EBITDA rose 53
per cent at Rs 1,353
crore in the quarter.
With net worth at Rs
69,854 crore (up by Rs
361 crore), the cement
major remains debt
free and continues to
maintain highest rating
Crisiland CARE- AAA
(stable)/Al+, with
healthy cash flows to
sustain the capex
programme.

China-based manga
piracy website forced
to shut down

New Delhi
A China-based manga
piracy website has
been forced to shut
down after a criminal
complaint was filed
with Chinese authori-
ties, multiple reports
said. Japan’s anti-pira-
cy coalition, Content
Overseas Distribution
Association (CODA),
worked with cyber se-
curity experts to identi-
fy the operator of Bato.
To. It is believed to be
one of the world’s big-
gest manga piracy sites
and theillegally up-
loaded content includ-
ed Japanese manga,
reports www3.nhk.or.jp.
CODA says the site had
60 domains and was
accessed up to 350
million times a month.
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PM Modi Hails Historic India—
EU Free Trade Agreement

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the landmark India—EU free trade
agreement aligns fully with India’s developed nation vision.

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday underscored
the significance of the historic
India—European Union free
trade agreement (FTA), de-
scribing it as fully aligned
with the vision of transform-
ing India into a developed
country. The agreement, he
said, reflects India’s growing
economic stature and its abil-
ity to shape major global part-
nerships in a rapidly changing
world.

The Prime Minister was re-
ferring to an article authored
by Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal, in
which the minister described
the pact as a transformative
agreement that expands mar-
kets, creates jobs and safe-
guards India’s core interests.
Goyal wrote that the India—

EU FTA marks a historic
milestone in Prime Minister
Modi’s economic diplomacy
and represents one of the
most ambitious trade initia-
tives undertaken by India.
According to the article, the
agreement will generate mil-
lions of jobs and open vast
opportunities for India’s
youth and farmers, while cre-
ating wealth for nearly two

billion people in India and the
European Union together. The
two partners account for
about a quarter of the global
economy, making the pact
one of the biggest trade agree-
ments ever signed between
major economic blocs.

The FTA between the
world’s second- and
fourth-largest economies
goes far beyond tariff reduc-

tions. It represents a compre-
hensive strategic partnership
that promotes cooperation in
critical and future-oriented
sectors such as artificial in-
telligence, defence manufac-
turing and semiconductors.
Goyal noted that the agree-
ment is designed to benefit
every region and citizen of
India by strengthening indus-
trial growth, innovation and
global integration.

A key feature of the deal is
its emphasis on rules-based
trade and policy stability,
which is expected to make In-
dia even more attractive to
both domestic and foreign in-
vestors. This, in turn, is likely
to create fresh opportunities
for small businesses, startups
and workers across multiple
sectors, reinforcing India’s
position as a reliable invest-
ment destination.

India’s hotel sector is set for robust growth as strong demand lifts room rates, occupancy and profitability.

India’s Hotel Industry in Sweet Spot,

MUMBAI

India’s hotel industry is cur-
rently in a sweet spot and is
expected to deliver strong
earnings growth of around 16
to 21 per cent over the next
three years, driven by rising
room rates, improving occu-
pancy and a favourable de-
mand—supply balance, ac-
cording to a report released
on Friday by HSBC Global
Investment Research.

The report projects that in-
dustry-wide EBITDA will
grow at a robust compound
annual growth rate of 16 to 21
per cent during FY25-FY28.
This expansion will be sup-
ported by steady average
room rate (ARR) growth of 5
to 7 per cent annually, along

Poised for Strong

L

with improving occupancy
levels across key urban cen-
tres and leisure destinations.
HSBC noted that several
structural factors are reinforc-
ing the growth outlook. These
include the addition of
high-margin managed room
inventory, better operating
leverage, and a strong contri-
bution from ancillary revenue
streams such as meetings, in-
centives, conferences and ex-
hibitions (MICE). Events like

corporate conferences and
weddings account for an esti-
mated 30 to 45 per cent of
total sector revenue, provid-
ing hotels with diversified and
relatively high-margin
income.

Profitability is also expect-
ed to improve further. EBIT-
DA margins for hotel compa-
nies covered by the research
firm are likely to expand by
an average of about 140 basis
points over the next three
years. According to the report,
margin growth will be sup-
ported by improved traffic
mix, operational efficiencies
and a continued shift towards
managed room inventory,
which typically delivers high-
er margins compared to
owned assets.

Earnings Growth

The industry is in a sweet
spot. Demand is strong,
broad-based, and sustainable,
while capacity is struggling to
keep up, the report said. It
added that room rates have
been rising consistently for
the past four years and occu-
pancy levels are currently at
all-time highs, reflecting the
strength of both domestic and
international travel demand.

Despite the strong funda-
mentals, valuations across the
sector remain undemanding,
the report observed. Balance
sheets are healthy, margins
are expanding, foreign tourist
arrivals are improving, and
domestic travel demand is
stronger than ever, creating a
favourable backdrop for sus-
tained growth.

Kuwait-Delhi IndiGo flight

AHMEDABAD

An IndiGo Airlines flight
from Kuwait to Delhi made
an emergency landing in
Ahmedabad on Friday after
a bomb threat, triggering
heightened security mea-
sures at the Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel International Air-
port, officials said. The air-
craft, carrying 186 people,
including 180 passengers,
was in the air when a hand-
written threat was discov-
ered on a tissue paper.

The note referred to a hi-
jacking and a bomb, prompt-
ing immediate action by the
flight crew.

Following standard avia-
tion safety protocol, the pilot
alerted Air Traffic Control
and decided to divert the air-
craft to the nearest suitable

airport, Ahmedabad.

The flight landed safely at
the Ahmedabad airport,
where security agencies
were placed on alert ahead
of its arrival.

All passengers were evac-
uated from the aircraft in a
controlled manner and moved
to a secure area of the airport.
There were no reports of in-
juries or medical emergencies
during the process.

Airport Police Station In-
spector N. D. Nakum said
security agencies responded
swiftly after the threat was
reported. After the threat was
received, all security agen-
cies concerned were alerted.
The Bomb Disposal Squad
carried out a thorough check
of the aircraft. No suspicious
or objectionable item has
been found so far. The
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makes emergency landing

checking process of the air-
craft has been completed,
and further investigation is
continuing as per protocol,
he said.

The Bomb Disposal
Squad, CISF teams, dog
squads and airport security
teams conducted a detailed
anti-sabotage check of the
aircraft.

In addition to the plane, all
passenger baggage was
screened, and passengers
were subjected to individual
security checks in accor-
dance with standard operat-
ing procedures.

A strong police presence
was maintained across the
airport during the operation.
Airport sources said flight
operations continued with
minor, temporary adjust-
ments while security checks

were underway.

There was no immediate
confirmation on when the
diverted aircraft would re-
sume its onward journey to
Delhi.

Authorities are examining
the origin and nature of the
handwritten threat note and
are working to establish how
it was placed inside the air-
craft. Officials said appropri-
ate action would be taken
based on the findings of the
investigation.

The incident comes amid a
series of recent bomb threats
reported in Ahmedabad.
Over the past few days, the
city’s airport, courts and sev-
eral schools have received
threat messages, all of which
were later found to be
non-specific or hoaxes after
extensive checks.
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Fertiliser Movement on
Indian Railways Hits
Record High in FY 2025-26

MUMBAI

Fertiliser movement from the
Centre to states through Indi-
an Railways reached an all-
time high during the first nine
months of the financial year
2025-26, reflecting strength-
ened logistics and coordinated
planning to support agricul-
ture across the country. Ac-
cording to an official state-
ment released on Friday, total
fertiliser supplies during
April-December crossed
530.16 lakh metric tonnes,
surpassing the 500 lakh met-
ric tonne mark for the first
time in this period.

The figures mark a signifi-
cant improvement over previ-
ous years. Supplies were 12.2
per cent higher than the corre-
sponding period of FY 2024—
25 and 8.5 per cent above the
earlier record achieved in FY
2023-24. Officials said the
surge demonstrates the Cen-
tre’s focus on ensuring unin-
terrupted availability of key
agricultural inputs during cru-
cial cultivation phases.

The statement noted that
the government ensured suffi-
cient availability of all major
fertilisers across states. Urea
supplies alone reached 350.45
lakh metric tonnes during the
April-December period, com-
fortably exceeding the as-
sessed requirement of 312.40
lakh metric tonnes. In the case
of major phosphorous and po-

Fertiliser movement on
Indian Railways hit a
record in FY26, boosting
availability for farmers
nationwide during critical
sowing.

tassium (P&K) fertilisers, in-
cluding DAP, MOP and
NPKS, total supplies stood at
287.69 lakh metric tonnes
against a requirement of
252.81 lakh metric tonnes,
consistently surpassing pro-
jected demand.

Officials attributed the
strong performance to faster
and smoother movement of
fertiliser rakes, which enabled
timely deliveries to states and
helped farmers avoid shortag-
es during critical stages of
cultivation. The Department
of Fertilisers worked closely
with the Ministry of Railways
to streamline operations and
prioritise fertiliser transporta-
tion, the statement said. Rail-
way data show a steady rise in
average rake loading during
the period. Loading increased
to 72 rakes per day in July
2025, rose further to 78 rakes
per day in August, and peaked
at 80 rakes per day in Septem-
ber. Urea rake movement
climbed to 10,841 rakes, reg-
istering an 8 per cent increase
over the previous year, while
P&K fertilisers recorded
8,806 rakes, reflecting a ro-
bust 18 per cent growth.

LG Electronics remains in
red in Q4 on weak demand

SEOUL

LG Electronics said on Friday
it remained in the red in the
fourth quarter of 2025 from a
year earlier, due mainly to
weak market demand coupled
with one-off costs caused by
its restructuring programme.
Its net loss came to 725.9 bil-
lion won (US$505.7 million)
for the October-December pe-
riod, compared with a loss of
713.7 billion won posted a
year earlier, the company said
in a regulatory filing. LG Elec-
tronics posted an operating
loss of 109 billion won for the
fourth quarter, marking a sharp
turnaround from an operating
profit of 135.4 billion won in
the fourth quarter of 2024.
Sales rose 4.8 percent on-year
to 23.85 trillion won, reports
Yonhap news agency.

The company attributed the
weak performance to a delayed
recovery in demand for TV
products, along with increased

marketing expenditures. In the
second half, the company car-
ried out a voluntary retirement
program to improve the effi-
ciency of its workforce struc-
ture, which led to expenditures
worth hundreds of billions of
won, the company said. For all
of 2025, LG Electronics said
its net profit came to 1.22 tril-
lion won, more than doubling
from the previous year.

The company posted 2.47
trillion won in operating profit
for the year, down 27.5 percent
from 3.41 trillion won in 2024.
Annual sales rose 1.7 percent
to 89.2 trillion won. LG Elec-
tronics said the annual sales
marked a new record, led by
the home appliance business
despite unfavourable condi-
tions, including tariff burdens.
In detail, LG Electronics said
its home appliance solution di-
vision posted an operating
profit of 1.27 trillion won, as
the company improved its pro-
duction cost structure.
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India Shielded Consumers From Global Energy Volatility

NEW DELHI

Union Minister for Petroleum
and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri on Friday said In-
dia has successfully protected
its citizens from volatility in
global energy markets, ensur-
ing that international turmoil
has not been passed on to
consumers. Addressing con-
cerns over the impact of glob-
al price shocks, the minister
said India’s energy strategy
has combined preparedness,
timely intervention and long-
term planning.

According to an official
statement, Puri was speaking
at the closing ceremony of In-
dia Energy Week 2026 held in
Goa. He said India has
demonstrated strong resil-
ience in navigating sustained
geopolitical volatility and will

continue to occupy centre
stage in international energy
discourse. Despite repeated
global disruptions, India to-
day enjoys among the lowest
energy prices in the world, he
noted.

The minister highlighted the
role played by oil marketing
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companies in maintaining un-
interrupted supply during peri-
ods of crisis. He said timely
and calibrated interventions
ensured that fuel prices, in-
cluding liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG), remained afford-
able for households. Global
turmoil has never been passed

on to the consumer, Puri said,
underlining the government’s
focus on shielding citizens
from external shocks.

Puri also outlined the gov-
ernment’s push towards
cleaner and alternative fuels,
including compressed biogas
(CBG), green hydrogen and
indigenous clean-energy tech-
nologies, while continuing
investments in conventional
fuels. He emphasised that tra-
ditional energy sources would
remain essential for India’s
growth, but the transition to
greener fuels is steadily gain-
ing momentum.

Traditional energy will re-
main essential, but the strides
we are making — from etha-
nol blending to CBG, hydro-
gen and biofuels — give us
confidence that greener fuels
will play an expanding role,

the minister said. He added
that India’s diversified ap-
proach ensures both energy
security and sustainability.

Speaking at the event,
Neeraj Mittal, Secretary, Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas, said India’s projected
economic growth of over 7
per cent will drive a sharp rise
in energy demand in the com-
ing years. He said the govern-
ment’s strategy rests on two
key pillars: strengthening do-
mestic exploration and pro-
duction, and positioning India
as a reliable supplier of re-
fined petroleum products to
global markets. Mittal out-
lined ambitious plans to ac-
celerate upstream activity
through increased drilling and
exploration, aimed at enhanc-
ing self-reliance and reducing
import dependence.

Altum® ALTUM CREDO HOME FINANCE PRIVATE LTD
{: Credo Regd. Office: Floor No. 7, Kalpataru Infinia, Wakdewadi,
Shivajinagar, Pune - 411005. Maharashtra (India)

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitization And Reconstruction Of Financial
Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, read with Rule 3(1)
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. The undersigned is the
authorized officer of Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL).Under
Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 (The said Act). In exercise of powers conferred
under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3(1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, the authorized officer has issued
demand notices under 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the borrower(s)
[The “said borrower(s)’], to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective
demand notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In connection
with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the said borrower(s) to pay
to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL), within sixty days from
the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together
with further interest as detailed in the said demand notice(s), from the date(s)
mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under
the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by
the said borrower(s). As Security for due repayment of the loan, the following
ts have been mortgaged to Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd.
ACHFL) by the said borrower(s) respectively.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Kirana B J (Applicant), 2. Jayappa Battera (Co-Applicant),
LAN: 1192020100162

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

06.01.2026 / Rs. 5,43,801/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Forty Three Thousand Eight
Hundred One Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

North: Road, South: Road

All that piece and parcel of Khatha No. 23, Measuring 30 X 40 Fts, i.e. 1200
sq Fts, situated at Kurubarahalli Village, Kondajji Gram Panchayath, Harihar
Taluk, Davangere, East: Property of Nagaraja, West: Property of Ramappa,

Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Madhunaik R. (Applicant), 2. Jyothi Bai S. (Co-Applicant),
LAN: $119202000087

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

06.01.2026 / Rs. 4,00,871/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Eight
Hundred Seventy One Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

All that piece and parcel of Property no 536/76/A, E Swathu No
151200204300100191 measuring 6.4008 X 9.4488 Mts i.e 60.47 Sq Mtrs,
Situated at Sri.Ramanagara Village, Sri.Ramanagara Gram panchayath,
Davangere Taluk Davangere Dist. East: House of Renuka naik, West:
Property of Pathi naika, North: Road, South: House of Rama naik.
Name of the Borrower(s)/Co-Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) Loan Account Number
1. Pavan H. (Applicant), 2. N Lakshmi Bai N (Co-Applicant),
LAN: $119202000173

Demand Notice Date and Amount With NPA Date

06.01.2026 / Rs. 10,71,743/- (Rupees Ten Lakhs Seventy One Thousand Seven

Hundred Forty Three Only) as on 05.01.2026 (NPA) on 06.01.2026

Description Of Secured Assets (Immovable Property)

Place : Davangere, Karnataka
Date : 31.01.2026

The property admeasuring an extent of 139.81 Sq.Mtrs., comprised in Property
Number 23, bearing PID No. 151200601200600023, situated in Venkatesha Pura
Village, Gurusiddapura Gram Panchayat, Jagalur Taluk, Davanagare District,
within the Sub-Registration Office of Jagalur, East: House of Lakshmibai, West:
House of Hanumanthnaik, North: Lane Road, South: Lane Road.

Altum Credo Home Finance Pvt. Ltd. (ACHFL)

Sd/-
Authorized Officer




The Accelerating Crisis
of Glacial Retreat

The most visible and alarming manifestation of global
warming in the Himalayas is the rapid retreat of glaciers.
Scientific studies have documented that Himalayan gla-
ciers are melting at extraordinary rates, with some re-
search indicating they are losing ice mass nearly twice as
fast in recent years compared to the period before 2000.
This acceleration represents a dramatic shift in the re-
gion's cryosphere, with glaciers that have existed for mil-
lennia now shrinking at rates that would have seemed
impossible just decades ago.

The mechanics of this glacial retreat are complex but
fundamentally driven by rising temperatures. As average
temperatures in the Himalayan region increase—warming
at rates significantly higher than the global average—the
equilibrium line altitude, where glacier accumulation bal-
ances ablation, shifts upward. This means that more of
each glacier's surface area experiences net melting rather
than snow accumulation. The darker surfaces exposed as
snow cover diminishes absorb more solar radiation, cre-
ating a feedback loop that further accelerates melting.

The consequences of this glacial loss extend far beyond
the mountains themselves. Himalayan glaciers feed sev-
en of Asia's great river systems, including the Ganges,
Indus, Brahmaputra, Mekong, and Yangtze. These rivers
sustain agriculture, provide drinking water, generate hy-
droelectric power, and support ecosystems across South
and Southeast Asia. As glaciers shrink, the long-term
water security of these river basins becomes increasingly
precarious. While melting may temporarily increase riv-
er flows, the eventual depletion of these frozen reservoirs
threatens to drastically reduce dry-season water availabil-
ity, with catastrophic implications for food security and
economic stability across the region.

Disruption of Monsoon

Patterns and Precipitation
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The Growmg Threat of *
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods

As glaciers retreat, they leave behind a dangerous legacy
in the form of glacial lakes. These bodies of water, held
back by unstable moraines composed of loose rock and
debris, have been growing both in number and size

_ throughout the Himalayan region. When the natural dams

containing these lakes fail—triggered by events such as
avalanches, earthquakes, or the simple pressure of accu-
mulating water—they can release enormous volumes of
water in catastrophic glacial lake outburst floods, known
as'GLOFs.

«The threat posed by GLOFs has intensified dramatically
as)global warming accelerates glacial melting. Researchers
have identified hundreds of potentially dangerous glacial
lakesjacross the Himalayas, many of which are expanding
rapidly. Communities located in valleys downstream from
these lakes live under constant threat, knowing thzfﬁa_yﬂgud—
den breach could send walls of water, mud, and debris cas-
cading down mountain slopes with virtually no warning.

Recent history has demonstrated the devastating potential
of these floods. GLOFs have destroyed hydroelectric facil-
ities worth hundreds of millions of dollars, wiped out entire
villages, claimed numerous lives, and devastated agricul-
tural lands that represent the sole livelihood for mountain
communities. The 2021 Chamoli disaster in the Indian state
of Uttarakhand, while not strictly a GLOF, illustrated the
catastrophic potential of ice and rock avalanches in a
warming Himalayan environment, killing over 200 people
and destroying critical infrastructure.

The challenge of managing GLOF risk is compounded
by the remote and difficult terrain where these lakes are
located, making both monitoring and mitigation efforts
extremely challenging and expensive. While some coun-
tries have implemented early warning systems and drainage
projects for the most dangerous lakes, the sheer number of
potential threats far exceeds current capacity to address
them all.
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The Hlmalayas often called'the Third Pole due to thelr vastice
reserves, stand as Earth's highest mountain range and home to
the largest concentration of glaciers outside the polar regions.
Stretching across 2,400 kilometers through five countries India,
Nepal, Bhutan, China, and Pakistan these majestic peaks are
experiencing unprecedented changes as global temperatures
continue to rise. The accelerating impacts of climate change on
this critical region carry profound implications not just for the
mountain communities'who.call ithome, but for the nearly two

billion people downstream__vvho depend on i_tﬁ.f waters for survival.

! Ecosystem Transformation
and Biodiversity Loss

The Himalayas harbor some of the world's most unique and
diverse ecosystems, hosting species found nowhere else on
Earth. From the snow leopard prowling high-altitude peaks to

Global warming's impact on
the Himalayas extends be-
yond ice and glaciers to fun-
damentally alter precipitation
patterns and monsoon dy-
namics. The Himalayas play
a crucial role in regulating
South Asian monsoon sys-
tems, acting as a massive bar-
rier that influences atmo-
spheric circulation and rain-
fall distribution. As climate
change progresses, these pat-
terns are becoming increas-
ingly erratic and unpredict-
able.

Scientists have observed
shifts in monsoon timing,
with delays in onset and
changes in the duration and
intensity of rainfall. Some
regions are experiencing
more extreme precipitation
events—intense downpours

LA 3

concentrated in shorter peri-
ods—while overall seasonal
rainfall totals may decrease.
This shift from steady, pro-
longed rains to intense bursts
creates a double jeopardy:
increased flooding and land-
slide risk during extreme
events, followed by drought
conditions during extended
dry spells.

These changing precipita-
tion patterns have severe im-
plications for agriculture in
both the mountains and the
plains below. Farmers who
have relied for generations on
predictable seasonal patterns
find themselves unable to
plan planting and harvesting
schedules. Crop failures are
becoming more common,
threatening food security and
livelihoods. The unpredict-

ability of water availability
also affects hydroelectric
power generation, which
many Himalayan nations de-
pend upon for their energy
needs.

Furthermore, warmer tem-

peratures are causing more
precipitation to fall as rain
rather than snow at higher
elevations. This shift reduces
the snowpack that tradition-
ally acts as natural storage,
releasing water gradually

through the spring and sum-
mer months. With less snow
storage, rivers experience
higher flows during winter
but lower flows during the
critical agricultural season
when water demand peaks.

the red panda inhabiting temperate forests, from rare medicinal

plants to ancient rhododendron groves, the region's biodiversi-
ty is extraordinary. Global warming, however, is fundamental-

ly restructuring these ecosystems at a pace that may exceed

many species' ability to adapt.

As temperatures rise, vegetation zones are shifting upward in
elevation. Alpine species adapted to cold conditions find their

habitats shrinking, literally being pushed off the mountaintops
with nowhere left to go. Treelines are advancing to higher ele-
vations, transforming landscapes and displacing alpine meadow

ecosystems. These changes cascade through food webs, affect-
ing everything from pollinators to predators.
Many Himalayan species face an uncertain future as their

habitat fragments and shrinks. The snow leopard, already en-

dangered, may lose much of its range as prey species shift and
snow cover diminishes. High-altitude medicinal plants, many

used in traditional medicine systems for centuries, are becoming

increasingly scarce. Some endemic species, with nowhere else
to exist, face the very real possibility of extinction.

The loss of biodiversity extends beyond its intrinsic value to
affect human communities that depend on ecosystem services.
Forests that prevent erosion and landslides are stressed by
changing conditions. Alpine meadows that provide grazing for
livestock are transforming.

IMPACTS ON MOUNTAIN
COMMUNITIES AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE

The people of the Himalayas, many of whom have maintained
traditional ways of life for centuries, find themselves on the
frontlines of climate change. These communities, who have
contributed minimally to global greenhouse gas emissions,
bear a disproportionate burden of climate impacts. Their inti-
mate knowledge of mountain environments, passed down
through generations, is increasingly mismatched with rapidly
changing conditions.

Traditional agricultural practices are failing as familiar
weather patterns disappear. Livestock herders find traditional
grazing grounds altered or inaccessible. Water sources that
villages have depended upon for generations are drying up or
becoming unreliable. Infrastructure—roads, bridges, homes—
built to withstand historical climate conditions proves inade-
quate against new extremes of flooding, landslides, and
storms.

The economic impacts extend to tourism, a vital income
source for many mountain communities. While some areas
may see temporary increases in accessibility as snow and ice
retreat, the long-term viability of mountain tourism depends
on the very glaciers and snowscapes that are disappearing. Ski
resorts, trekking routes, and pilgrimage sites all face uncertain
futures.

Beyond material impacts, climate change threatens the rich
cultural heritage of Himalayan communities. Sacred sites,
many located on glaciers or near ice formations, are disap-
pearing. Traditional ceremonies and practices tied to seasonal
cycles lose meaning as those cycles become unpredictable.
Indigenous knowledge systems, while valuable, may prove
insufficient to cope with changes occurring at unprecedented
speed and scale.

Addressing the climate crisis in the Himalayas
requires action on multiple fronts. Global efforts
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions remain par-
amount—without significant cuts to global
emissions, the Himalayan region faces truly
catastrophic changes. The Paris Agreement's
goals of limiting global warming must be met
and exceeded to give these mountains a fighting
chance. Simultaneously, adaptation measures
are essential to help communities cope with
changes already underway and those that are
now inevitable. This includes improved early
warning systems for glacial floods and other
hazards, climate-resilient infrastructure, sustain-
able water management strategies, and support
for livelihood diversification in mountain com-
munities. Scientific monitoring must be en-

hanced to better understand and predict chang-
es, while indigenous knowledge should be inte-
grated into adaptation planning.

Regional cooperation is crucial, as the Hima-
layas span multiple nations and climate impacts
recognize no borders. Shared river basins re-
quire coordinated management, and transbound-
ary collaboration on research, monitoring, and
disaster preparedness can save lives and re-
sources. International support, both financial
and technical, is needed to help Himalayan
countries build resilience against climate im-
pacts they did little to cause.

The crisis facing the Himalayas is a stark re-
minder that climate change is not a distant threat
but a present reality reshaping our world's most
iconic landscapes.
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Forest, Celtic Reach Europa
League Play-Offs as Villa
Stage Spirited Fightback

tesy of Benjamin Nygren, an
own goal from Nick Vier-
gever, and a penalty con-
verted by Arne Engels.
Utrecht mounted a
brief comeback, but
Auston Trusty’s
header ensured \
Celtic’s progress. \
They will meet ei-
ther Stuttgart or
Ferencvaros in
the play-offs.
Aston Villa,
meanwhile,
showed their
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Senegal Coach Pape Thiaw
Banned, Fined After
AFCON Final Chaos

CAF hands heavy sanctions following chaotic scenes
during Senegal’s dramatic AFCON final victory

RABAT
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Tyson Fury Confirms
Comeback Fight
against Arslanbek

Makhmudov in April

MANCHESTER

Former world heavyweight
champion Tyson Fury will re-
turn to the ring on April 11 in
his home country, facing Rus-
sia’s Arslanbek Makhmudov in
his first fight since retiring last
year. The venue for the bout is
yet to be confirmed.

Fury, 37, announced his re-
tirement early in 2025 but had
hinted at a possible comeback.
He officially confirmed earlier
this month that he would come
out of retirement after losing to

The incident triggered disorder, with
most Senegal players briefly leaving
the field before star forward Sadio
Mane convinced them to return. The
long delay ended with Morocco’s Bra-
him Diaz missing the penalty, which
was saved by goalkeeper Edouard
Mendy. Senegal later sealed their sec-

Senegal coach Pape Thiaw has
been handed a five-match ban
and fined $100,000 by the Con-
federation of African Football
.| (CAF) following chaotic scenes
during the Africa Cup of Na-

LONDON character de- \ tions final against Morocco  ond AFCON title through Pape Gu- Oleksandr Usyk in December

spite al- earlier this month. eye’s extra-time goal. CAF also im- 2024. "Excited to be back.
Nottingham Forest and Celtic  ready be- In a statement released, posed sanctions on players from both Heart's always been and always
secured places in the Europa ing as- CAF said Thiaw was found sides. Senegal’s Iliman Ndiaye and will be in boxing. Someone go

League play-off round, while
Aston Villa completed a dra-
matic comeback to finish sec-
ond in the league phase and
book direct passage to the last
16. Forest kept their slim top-
eight hopes alive with a domi-
nant 4-0 win over Ferencvaros,
but other results went against
them, leaving Sean Dyche’s
side 13th overall. Igor Jesus
struck twice after Ferencvaros
defender Bence Otvos netted
an own goal, and James McA-
tee sealed the result with a late
penalty. Despite missing auto-
matic qualification, Forest will
now face either Fenerbahce or
Panathinaikos over two legs
next month.

Dyche praised his players’
response after last week’s de-
feat in Braga, saying the victo-
ry reflected their resilience
amid a demanding schedule.
Twice European champions,
Forest will discover their exact
play-off opponents on Friday.

Celtic also advanced after an
entertaining 4-2 home win
over Utrecht. The Scottish
champions raced into a com-
manding early lead with three
goals inside 19 minutes, cour-

sured of
a last-
1 6

spot. Unai Em-
ery’s side recov-
W% cred from 2-0
e W' down to defeat Red

»,  Bull Salzburg 3-2 at
Villa Park. Goals
from Morgan Rogers
and Tyrone Mings levelled the
contest before 19-year-old
Jamaldeen Jimoh-Aloba
marked his European debut
with a decisive winner.

Villa’s reward is a break be-
fore the knockout stage, where
potential opponents include
Lille, PAOK, Red Star Bel-
grade or Celta Vigo. Emery’s
record — a competition-best
four Europa League titles —
has boosted belief within the
squad.

“He knows how to get
through this competition,” said
Rogers. “Having him guiding
us is massive.”

Elsewhere, Lyon topped the
table, while Rangers endured a
disappointing end to their
campaign with defeat at Porto.

All Eyes on Villoo
C. Poonawalla Indian
Derby Weekend

Vi

6 CRORE STAK

ESHIGHLIGHT

INDIANDERBY WEEKEND

Stakes worth over 6 crore headline the Villoo C.
Poonawalla Indian Derby weekend at RWITC, Mumbai.
The marquee Derby on February 1 offers a ¥4 crore purse.
Eleven top-class runners, including Fynbos and Baychi-
mo, will vie for glory across a two-day racing carnival.

MUMBAI

The Villoo C. Poonawalla In-
dian Derby weekend promises
a glittering showcase of Indi-
an horse racing, with the Roy-
al Western India Turf Club
(RWITC) hosting a two-day
carnival capped by the mar-
quee race on February 1 at
5:45 p.m. The carnival fea-
tures seven races on Saturday
(Jan. 31) and nine on Sunday
(Feb. 1), with the final two
races running under flood-
lights.

Stakes exceed %6 crore for
the weekend, highlighted by a
Derby purse of %4 crore, with
the winner pocketing 2.4
crore. Punters have added in-
centive as ¥50 lakh will be
added to Sunday’s second
combined jackpot pool, ex-
pected to exceed X1 crore.

Among the 11 runners vying
for Derby glory, trainer Pesi
Shroff’s filly Fynbos stands
out. The winner of the Banga-
lore Summer Derby and the
Indian Oaks, Fynbos has im-
pressed in morning trials and
will be partnered by British
jockey Tom Marquand.

Trainer Adhirajsingh Jodha
will have double representa-

tion with Baychimo, winner
of the Indian 2000 Guineas
and the Ruia Cup, now to be
ridden by Suraj Narredu after
retained jockey Sandesh’s
suspension. His stablemate
Sovereign King, narrowly
beaten by Baychimo in the
Guineas, has shown promise
in workouts and could chal-
lenge over the stamina-testing
2,400m trip.

Veteran trainer M.K. Jad-
hav’s Kavya, victor over Fyn-
bos in the Indian 1000 Guin-
eas, returns after a sev-
en-week break, retaining her
fitness and guided by jockey
David Allan. Another Shroff
trainee, Zacharias, Pune Der-
by winner and runner-up to
Baychimo in the Ruia Cup,
has blazed through morning
trials and could play a deci-
sive role.

Meanwhile, the long-stand-
ing Breeders’ Produce Stakes
will run as the Rattonsey
Multi-Million (1,400m) for
juveniles, maintaining its tra-
ditional Derby-day appeal.
With top-class runners, jock-
eys, and a massive prize pool,
the Indian Derby weekend
promises high drama and
thrilling finishes.

guilty of “unsporting con-
duct” and “bringing the
game into disrepute” during
the final in Rabat on Janu-
ary 18, which Senegal
eventually won 1-0 after
extra time. Television foot-
age showed Thiaw gestur-
ing towards his players
when Morocco were
) awarded a penalty deep
| into stoppage time, a
move widely interpreted
as instructing his team to
walk off the pitch.

Ismaila Sarr received two-match bans
each for unsporting behaviour towards
the referee. Moroccan forward Ismael
Saibari was suspended for three match-
es and fined $100,000, while captain
Achraf Hakimi was banned for two
games. The Senegal Football Federa-
tion (FSF) was fined a total of
$615,000 for multiple offences, includ-
ing the conduct of players, officials
and supporters. Morocco’s football
federation was fined $315,000 for is-
sues ranging from improper conduct
around the VAR area to supporters us-
ing lasers to distract Senegal players.

tell the king that the ace is
back," Fury said, expressing his
eagerness to resume his career.

Makhmudov, a Russia-born
heavyweight based in Canada,
has been steadily rising through
the ranks. In his most recent
fight, he dominated Britain’s
Dave Allen, showcasing his
power and skill. "I am thrilled
about the opportunity,”
Makhmudov said. "I'm coming
to deliver a war. Tyson Fury
has been a big champion. I will
be more ready than ever to
leave with a massive W."

SOUTH ZONE INTER-UNIVERSITY
CRICKET TOURNAMENT: DAY

MYSURU

The South Zone Inter-Univer-
sity Cricket Tournament con-
tinued on Day Four at the JSS
Science and Technology Uni-
versity campus, Mysuru, with
high-octane contests and
standout individual perfor-
mances across multiple
grounds. Teams battled fierce-
ly to gain early momentum in
the league stage, delivering
both dominating and closely
fought encounters.

At Ground 1, Kalasalingam
Academy defeated JSS Science
and Technology University by
15 runs. Bheeram Pavan Kaly-
an Reddy starred with 59 off 33
balls, supported by Gowtham
Krishna’s quick 41. Jugal
Kishore claimed 4 wickets for
JSSSTU.

University of Mysore over-

~ FOUR THRILLS IN MYSURU

S &

powered UVCE Bangalore by
108 runs on Ground 2. Likith
S. Gowda’s 67 guided Mysore
to 169/5, before the bowlers
bundled out UVCE for 61,
earning him Player of the
Match. Karnataka University,
Dharwad, secured a five-wick-
et win over SR University,
Warangal, on Ground 3, chas-
ing 123 with Vinayak Pande
claiming 3 wickets and scoring
a crucial 15%.

Ground 5 witnessed Saty-
abhama University demolish-
ing Dayanand Sagar Universi-
ty by 91 runs. Mayank (77),
Sanjai (55), and Lalit (36)
powered the innings, while
Naman’s 5-wicket haul earned
Player of the Match.

CMR University, Bangalore,
thrashed ANU Guntur by 77
runs on Ground 6, with Prithvi
scoring 61 and taking Player

SR

R

of the Match honours.

On Ground 9, MGR Universi-
ty dominated Cochin University
by 77 runs, with captain Van-
janeethan hitting 51 and E. Tam-
izharasan picking 3 wickets.

Madurai Kamaraj Universi-
ty edged past Adithya Univer-
sity thanks to Sunder Muni’s
unbeaten 55 and Jeya Surya’s
key bowling on Ground 10.

Finally, Malla Reddy Univer-
sity chased down 133 against
the University of Agriculture
and Science in 14.3 overs on
Ground 11, led by Ram Routh-
wik Reddy’s match-winning
performance. With intense
competition across all venues,
the tournament continues to
showcase emerging cricketing
talent from the South Zone
universities, setting the stage
for thrilling encounters in the
remaining days.

Fulton Considered Resigning
Over Manpreet Snub: Report

NEW DELHI

India chief hockey coach
Craig Fulton was so opposed
to the omission of veteran
midfielder Manpreet Singh
from the national core proba-
bles that he even threatened to
resign before being persuaded
to continue by Hockey India
(HI), a well-placed source
told on Friday.

Manpreet, a two-time
Olympic bronze medallist,
was dropped from the
33-member core probables
named for the February 1-7
national camp in Rourkela on
disciplinary grounds, marking
the first such omission of his
15-year international career.
The decision followed allega-
tions that the 33-year-old had
abused a recreational drug
during India’s tour of South
Africa in December last year.

According to the source,
Fulton viewed the move as
“external interference” and
was visibly disturbed during
the meeting in which HI
president Dilip Tirkey, secre-
tary general Bhola Nath
Singh and chief selector RP
Singh jointly conveyed that
Manpreet should be left out.
Fulton argued strongly that
Manpreet’s experience and
leadership were crucial, par-
ticularly his role as a mentor
to younger players.

“Fulton relied on Manpreet’s
fitness and form. He is among
the top four fittest players in the

core group,” the source said,
adding that several players
were unhappy with the way the
situation was handled.

A day after the Chennai leg
of the recently concluded
Hockey India League, a furious
Fulton even offered to step
down. However, after sustained
persuasion by Tirkey, he agreed
to stay on and go along with
the official explanation that
Manpreet was being “rested”’.

Fulton’s ‘Defend to Win’
philosophy places heavy em-
phasis on structure and expe-
rience, and he is keen on re-
taining Manpreet at least
until this year’s Asian Games
and the World Cup, sched-
uled for August and Septem-
ber respectively. He believes
Manpreet’s calm under pres-
sure will be invaluable at ma-
jor tournaments.

HI, meanwhile, has main-
tained its stance. “Manpreet
sought rest and conveyed it to
HI,” Bhola Nath Singh said.

Gukesh Faces Aravindh as Tata Steel Masters Nears Crucial Finish

. WIJK AAN ZEE
' (NETHERLANDS)

at the right time. Beyond the Aravindh encounter, o8 A
Gukesh faces a stiff challenge against Niemann in

Reigning world champion D Gukesh will lock
horns with compatriot Aravindh Chithambaram in
the 11th round of the Tata Steel Masters as the
prestigious tournament heads into its decisive
phase. Fresh from a confidence-boosting win over
Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus of Turkey, Gukesh begins
the final stretch of the first super tournament of the
year with renewed momentum. With only three
rounds remaining, the race for the top spots is heat-
ing up, even as Uzbekistan’s Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov continues to lead the standings
with 6.5 points.
Abdusattorov is closely followed by
Javokhir Sindarov, Germany’s
Matthias Bluebaum and
home favourite Jorden
van Foreest, all on six
points. Hans Moke
Niemann of the Unit-

ed States and Erdogmus
share fifth place on 5.5
points, while Gukesh is
part of a three-way tie on
five points alongside Vin-

After encountering
early setbacks, the
youngest-ever world
champion appears to
have found his rhythm

Tata
Steel Mas-
tersintensifies
as Gukesh eyes
late surge amid
battles in Wijk
aan Zee

cent Keymer of Germany  weight, especially
and Vladimir Fedoseev  for contenders
of Slovenia. like Gukesh

surge in a tight-
ly con-
tested
field.

seeking a late

the penultimate round before taking on Keymer
in the final round — a sequence that could yet
propel him into podium contention.

R Praggnanandhaa, the only Indian to qualify
for the Candidates Tournament later this year,
has struggled to recover fully from a disastrous
start that saw him lose his first two games. Cur-
rently on 4.5 points, Praggnanandhaa still has an
outside chance of a strong finish but needs a flaw-
less run, beginning with his round-11 clash
against Keymer.

Arjun Erigaisi and Aravindh
Chithambaram, meanwhile,
have endured difficult cam-
paigns. Erigaisi showed early
promise before fading,
while Aravindh’s lone
victory came only in
the previous round
from a seemingly
lost position. As the
Tata Steel Masters ap-
proaches its business
end, every result now
carries significant
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De Kock’s100th T20

Ton Powers SA to Series Win

Quinton
de Kock
marks milestone
with stunning
hundred, sealing
dominant series
victory

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A little after the final wicket
fell in Visakhapatnam on
Wednesday, India’s 50-run
defeat to New Zealand
sparked debate over team bal-
ance, particularly the decision
to go in with one batter short.
On the surface, the margin of
loss appeared alarming. In
context, however, it was a cal-
culated risk — and one the
team management is willing
to live with.

Having already sealed the
five-match series, India treat-
ed the game as a testing
ground rather than a must-win
contest. The idea was simple:
experiment under pressure,
stretch combinations and un-
derstand how the side reacts
in unfamiliar scenarios before
the looming T20 World Cup.
Playing five bowlers at the
cost of batting depth was one
such deliberate challenge.

Captain Suryakumar Yadav
confirmed as much, saying
the team wanted to see how
they would cope chasing big
totals after early setbacks.
While the plan didn’t quite
come off, there were posi-
tives. Shivam Dube continued
his impressive run with a blis-
I\ i | y tering half-century, while

Chkd - CHRRERL " Rinku Singh showed compo-
: sure in the middle. However,

CENTURION their dominance. Earlier, the West NOIDA
Indies had posted an imposing 221-
4, built around fluent knocks from
Shimron Hetmyer, who scored 75,
and Sherfane Rutherford, who re-
mained unbeaten on 57. Keshav Ma-
haraj was the standout South African
bowler with figures of 2-22, a spell
Markram later said prevented the
chase from becoming even steeper.

The victory ended South Africa’s
run of five consecutive bilateral T20
series defeats and handed coach
Shukri Conrad his first series win in
the format. With one match remain-
ing before both sides head into the
T20 World Cup in India and Sri
Lanka, South Africa will take confi-
dence from a performance powered
by one of their modern greats.

De Kock found strong support
from fellow left-hander Ryan Rick-
elton, who played a brilliant support-
ing role before finishing the chase
with a career-best 77 not out off 36
deliveries. The duo added 162 runs
in just 11.5 overs, scoring at a blis-
tering rate of nearly 12 runs per over
to leave the West Indies attack help-
less.

South Africa captain Aiden
Markram praised the
pair, calling de

Quinton de Kock celebrated his
landmark 100th Twenty20 Interna-
tional in memorable fashion, smash-
ing a breathtaking century to lead
South Africa to a seven-wicket win
over the West Indies and clinch the
series 2-0.

Chasing a daunting 222, South Af-
rica showed no nerves as de Kock
produced a career-best 115 off just
49 balls, turning a stiff target into a
one-sided contest. The left-hander,
using a borrowed bat from Dewald
Brevis, struck the ball with supreme
confidence, peppering the stands
with 10 sixes and six boundaries in
a knock that thrilled the Centurion
crowd.

Delhi Dangal Warriors
clinched a thrilling semifi-
nal berth in the Pro Wres-
tling League (PWL) 2026
with a dramatic 5-4 victory
over Punjab Royals in the
final league match at the
Noida Indoor Stadium.
Needing an outright win
to avoid reliance on techni-
cal calculations, Delhi rose
to the occasion in a contest
that went down to the wire.
The defining moment came
in the eighth bout of the
evening when Player of the
Match Turan Bayramov
produced a clutch perfor-
mance to defeat U23 Asian
champion Chandermohan in

Kock’s innings “spe-

cial to watch” while
noting Rickelton’s
consistency in closing
out games. The Proteas
cruised to 225-3 with 15
balls to spare, underlining

With series sealed, India
use final T20I to fine-tune
World Cup plans.

early dismissals for Abhishek
Sharma, Sanju Samson and
Yadav, followed by Hardik
Pandya’s struggle against
spin, exposed areas that still
need tightening.

Coach Gautam Gambhir
and the captain are unlikely to
panic, but concerns remain.
Samson’s inability to convert
starts is one, especially ahead
of the fifth T20I in his home
state. Axar Patel’s role is an-
other. Despite being vice-cap-
tain, Axar has featured only
once in the series, with the
middle order already crowded
by left-handers like Dube and
Rinku. On the brighter side,
India have largely achieved

the 74kg men’s category.
Bayramov’s emphatic 18-8
win levelled the tie at 4-4
and effectively sealed Del-
hi’s place in the last four.
Punjab, who had already
secured a semifinal spot,
started strongly. In the 76kg
women’s contest, Priya Ma-
lik edged past Anastasiya
Alpyeeva 2-0 in a tight tac-
tical battle. Delhi struck
back immediately through
Vafaeipour Hadi Bakhtiar,

Last Chance for India to Experiment
before Big T20 World Cup Test

what they set out to do. Every
member of the T20 World
Cup squad has got game time,
offering clarity and confi-
dence. Ishan Kishan looks
ready, Dube has delivered
consistently, Yadav has redis-
covered form, and the bowl-
ing core of Jasprit Bumrah,
Varun Chakravarthy and Har-
dik Pandya has underlined its
value. Kuldeep Yadav’s de-
ployment alongside Varun
remains a tactical puzzle, but
one worth solving.

With injuries to Tilak Var-
ma and Washington Sundar
still being monitored, Satur-
day’s final T20I represents
India’s last opportunity to
tweak combinations before
shifting focus to Mumbai and
the World Cup warm-up.
Most boxes are ticked — one
final experiment remains.

Bayramov Fires Delhi Dangal into PWL Semifinals

who dominated Sandeep
Maan 20-7 in the 86kg
men’s bout to restore parity.

Delhi then surged ahead
as captain Sujeet Kalkal de-
livered a composed 10-1
win over Anuj Kumar in the
65kg category, followed by
Shubham Kaushik’s clinical
9-0 shutout against Chirag
Chhikara, taking Delhi to a
3-1 lead. Punjab responded
through Rajnita Jangra, who
controlled Karla Godinez
Gonzalez 5-1 in the 57kg
women’s bout. The momen-
tum swung again in the 62kg
women’s contest, where
Fighter of the Match Ana
Godinez produced a
high-quality 11-7 win over
Anjli, levelling the tie at 3-3.

Upskilled All-rounder
Dube Emerges as Crucial
Cog in India’s T20 Wheel

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Gadecki, Peers Make History
with Back-to-Back Aus Open
Mixed Doubles Titles

MELBOURNE

* g , When Shivam Dube
returned to the Indian
side nearly three years
¥ ago, his value was
7 clearly defined. He was
. a middle-overs spin bash-
3 ' : er, a role he perfected with
! ) Chennai Super Kings during
p W their IPL triumph in 2023. To-
%}! ; day, however, Dube has out-
s grown that limited tag and
i | . transformed himself into a far
] % more complete and reliable

& Ny all-rounder for India.
ha\r Over the past 12 months, Dube’s
biggest upgrade has been his game

ICC T20 World Cup 2026: Australia’s SWOT |
as Marsh’s Men Chase Redemption '

MELBOURNE and Josh Hazlewood provid-

ing experience and control,

ahead of potential Su-
per 8 matches in In-

Australia head into the ICC
T20 World Cup 2026 with a
point to prove after a forget-
table 2024 campaign that
ended abruptly with a shock
loss to Afghanistan and an
early exit before the semifi-
nals. Under Mitchell Marsh,
the former champions are

while Adam Zampa contin-
ues to be a reliable wick-
et-taker in the middle overs.

WEAKNESSES:

Australia’s long-standing
vulnerability against quality
spin could resurface in Sri
Lanka, where Colombo and

dia.

THREATS:

Facing hosts Sri

Lanka early
and possibly
India later
could test
Australia’s

awareness and ability to adapt under pres-
sure. That evolution was evident against

New Zealand on Wednesday when the visi-
tors dared to bowl spin to him. Dube respond-
ed with authority, registering the third-fastest
T20I fifty by an Indian and almost dragging

& India home single-handedly before an unfortu-

| nate run-out halted his charge.
What stands out since 2025 is how Dube

determined to restore their ~Kandy traditionally assist adaptability ‘ has neutralised traditional match-ups. Earlier,
reputation on the biggest slow bowlers. The batting against spin- captains would quickly turn to pace once he
stage. line-up is packed with ag- heavy at- \ walked in. That strategy has lost its edge.

gressors, but lacks a clearly tacks. An- '@% Since 2025, Dube has struck at 193.54 against

STRENGTHS:
Australia’s biggest asset is

defined anchor, which could
hurt them in pressure chases.

other slow
start could
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spin and an equally menacing 167.59 against
pace. While his average against seamers has

its explosive batting depth.  Fitness is another concern, quickly de- Y dipped, his boundary-hitting frequency — one
The top and middle order with Cummins and Hazle- rail their 75 every 3.85 balls — aligns perfectly with India’s
boasts proven match-winners ~ wood returning after extend-  campaign. N aggressive T20 blueprint.

in Travis Head, Cameron ed injury layoffs. Blending , d Dube himself acknowledges the importance

Green, Marcus Stoinis,
Glenn Maxwell and Tim Da-
vid, giving the side the abil-
ity to dominate attacks
across phases. Marsh himself
has an impressive captaincy
record, winning over 80 per
cent of his matches, and
brings calm leadership. The
bowling unit remains formi-
dable, with Pat Cummins

OPPORTUNITIES:

The absence of David War-
ner and Mitchell Starc marks
a transition, but it also opens
doors for players like Xavier
Bartlett and Nathan Ellis to
cement their places. Condi-
tions in Sri Lanka offer Aus-
tralia a chance to refine their
spin-bowling combinations

youth with ex-
perience, Aus-
tralia enter the
tournament as
contenders —

but redemption
will depend on
how well they
plug familiar
gaps under pres-

sure.
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<. of constant improvement, stressing the need to
@B\ be “a little better, a little smarter” each game.
i His role is no longer restricted to targeting
spinners; fast bowlers are firmly in his sights
too. Equally significant is his growing contri-
bution with the ball. Since 2025, Dube has
bowled regularly, picking up 20 wickets in 21
innings. His ability to chip in with overs has
allowed India to better manage key bowlers like
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya and Varun
Chakravarthy.

Olivia Gadecki and John
Peers etched their names
into Australian Open his-
tory on Friday, becoming
the first pair since 1989
to successfully defend
the mixed doubles title
with a stirring victory
over France’s Kristina
Mladenovic and Manuel
Guinard. Playing in front
of an appreciative home
crowd at Rod Laver Are-
na, the Australian wild-
card duo recovered from
a set down to win 4-6,
6-3, 10-8 in a tense final
that swung on fine mar-
gins. Trailing 7-5 in the
deciding match tiebreak,
Gadecki and Peers
showed remarkable com-
posure, winning four of
the next five points to
seal a memorable tri-
umph. On match point,
with Peers serving, Gui-
nard pushed a backhand
into the net, spark-
ing j bilant

brations from the Aus-
tralians, who kissed the
trophy after clinching a
rare back-to-back crown.
Their achievement made
them the first reigning
Australian Open mixed
doubles champions to
return to — and win —
the final the following
year since Mladenovic
herself partnered Daniel
Nestor in 2015. The fi-
nal began with the
French pair taking the
opening set after Peers
sent a shot wide on their
second set point, despite
earlier nerves when
Mladenovic dou-
ble-faulted on set point
and allowed the Austra-
lians to briefly stay
alive. Gadecki and Peers
responded strongly in
the second set, breaking
early to go 3-1 up and
then dominating a cru-
cial stretch, winning 13
of 15 points to
lev- el the
con-
test.
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