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Clear-Title Landowners Eligible for Site Allotment

1172/83       50 x 8

Village: Avalahalli: 
M Shanthamurthy s/o Maregowda, M Nagesh s/o Maregowda, A Thimmegowda s/o Appayanna, Lakshmidevamma w/o 
Ramachandregowda, Chethan S/o Ramegowda, Shashikala w/o A Chinnappa, Manjunath C, Vishwanath C, Bhagyamma C, 
Shashikala w/o A Chinnappa, Manjunath C, Vishwanath C, Bhagyamma C, S Abhiramaiah s/o Srinivasappa, Shashikala w/o A 
Chinnappa, Manjunath C, Vishwanath C, Bhagyamma C, Vijaya Muniraju w/o H C Muniraju, R Chikkegowda s/o C R Gowda, 
jayalakshmamma w/o C R Gowda,Jayamma w/o Hanumanthrayappa, Ramakka ALias Rajeshwari d/o Hanumantharayappa, 
Nagaraj C s/o Chikkanna, Ashwin Kumar s/o Nagaraj, Poornima d/o Nagaraj, jayamma w/o Hanumantharayappa, Ramakka 
ALias Rajeshwari d/o Hanumantharayappa, Nagaraj C s/o Chikkanna, Ashwin Kumar s/o Nagaraj, Poornima d/o Nagaraj, A R 
Prakash and A R Rajendra, Anuja Dhandaniya W/o Ashok Kumar Dhandaniya, M/S MAC Estate and Properties Represented 
by Maksood Ali Khan, PC Realty Rep PC Mohan, Suresh Alias Sami Nanvani s/o Moolibai Nanvani, PC Realty Represented 
by P C Mohan, Ganesh M S/o Late Mulabagilaiah, PC Realty Represented by P C Mohan, Subramanyaswamy S/o Late 
Mulabagilaiah, Maruthi M S/o Late Mulabagilaiah, Narayanamma w/o Chikkananjappa, Prathap Reddy s/o KC Reddy, PC 
Realty Represented by P C Mohan, prathap reddy s/o K C Reddy, Prathap Reddy s/o KC Reddy, Prathap Reddy s/o KC Reddy, 
PC Realty Represented by P C Mohan, 
Village: Byalakere: 
Jayamma, Munibhathyappa,Shashikala, Jayaramaiah, Jayamma, Jayamma W/o late Muttappa, Bylappa, Mayamma, 
Chandrashekar R, Lakshmikanth K.R, Santhosh kumar K.V, Muttamma, Narashimhamurthy. B. K, K.M Jayaram, K.M 
Venkateshmurthy, C. Chowdappa, Somashekar. M, P. Ramamurthy, Venkatalakshmamma, N M Venkatesh Reddy S/o 
Muniswamy Reddy, G Jayabharathi W/o M Gopalraju, N M Venkatesh Reddy S/o Muniswamy Reddy, G Jayabharathi W/o M 
Gopalraju, Muniakkayamma W/o Muniyappa, N M Venkatesh Reddy S/o Muniswamy Reddy, G Jayabharathi W/o M Gopalraju, 
Sharadamma, B. Keshava, B.K Jayachandra, Pallavi V, Pallavi V, Dudekulla Imam Sab, S. Yogeesh, Venkatalakshmamma, 
Venkatalakshmamma, Sathish Jarakiholi, Sathish Jarakiholi, Mohamad allahudin, Lingamma, Rajanna bin late Thimmayya, S.S 
Sujatha bin Shivarudre Gowda, Devamma, Rathnamma, Ashwini B.A, Murthy B.V, Hanumanthanna, Rajanna, A. Manjunath, 
Rangaswamy B.M, Devaraju B.M, Krishnappa B.M., Rangaswamy B.M, Devaraju B.M, Krishnappa B.M., J.V Somshekhara, M. 
Ramesh, Bylamma, Maalappa, Praveen Kumar B.T, Krishnappa, Hanumantharayappa, Hanumanna, Lakshmana B.M, Geetha 
Pampathi, Shridar Pampathi, G. Balakrishna, NULL, C. Rajamma, Abbu Srinivasalu reddy, Abbu Sambashiva reddy, B.S 
Jagadambha, C. Chowdappa, Smt. Pramila, H.P. Arun Kumar, Kavitha R, Swarnalatha, Devaraju, Devaraju, Thomas Varghese, 
Thomas Varghees, Jayamma, Ramaiah, uniraju, Munibhathyappa. Lakshmamma, Ramesh, Raghu, Bharathi, Munibathyappa, 
Sathish, Krishnappa, K. Sunilkumar Nandavath, Krishnappa, Hemalatha, B. Dinesh, B. Manjunath, Munihanumaiah, B. Dinesh, 
Dinesh, Master Gagan, Minor guardian mother Manjula, Master Gagan, B. Manjunath, B. Manjunath, Munikrishna M.V, 
Mahendranath M.S, Ashwathappa, Muniyappa, Muniraju. Munianjinappa. Lakshmamma, Sharadamma, B. Hanumantharaju, 
B. Hanumantharaju, B. Hanumantharaju, Bhathyappa, Paramashivaiah, B. Hanumantharaju, Narayanamma, Girish P, 
Bhathyappa, B. Hanumantharaju, Munibhathyappa, Munianjinappa & Rajanna, B. lakshmana, G. Paramashivaiah, Anjinappa, S. 
Manjula, Kavitha, Mhendra, Sowbhagyamma, Venkatalakshmamma, Hanumnathrayappa, Munirathnamma, Munikrishna M.V. 
Gangamma, S. Manjula, Kavitha, Mahendra, Sowbhagyamma, Venkatalakshmamma, Hanumnathrayappa, Munirathnamma, 
Munikrishna M.V.,Munibhathyappa, Munianjinappa, B. Hanumantharayappa, B. Lakshmana, B. Hanumantharayappa, A. 
Ramesh, Manjula, Savithramma, Lakshmamma, Sumanth S, Sangeetha, Thimmarayappa, Narayanaswamy, Banumathi, 
Vimala, Lokesh, Komala, Hanumantharayappa, Krishnamurthy, Munihanumaiah Urf Thammaiah, Chikkallappa, Nanjappa, 
Muniraju, Hanumantharayappa, S. Gayathri, S Hemavathi, Chikkamuniyappa, Rajanna, Nanjundappa, Rajanna, Nagamma, 
Rathnamma, Krishnappa, Anand, Munirevaiah, T Muniyappa, Sharadamma, Munilakshmamma, Munirevaiah, Munibhathyappa, 
Jayamma, Munibhathtyappa, Munirathnamma, Yashodamma, B. Dinesh, Jayaramaiah, Anjinamma, Jayamma, S. Manjula, 
Kavitha, Mahendra M S, Sowbhagyamma,Venkatalakshmamma, Hanumanthrayappa, Munirathnamma, Munikrishna M.V., 
Lakshmi, Bhathyappa, Bhathyappa, T. Muniyappa, P. Meenakumar, P. Babu, P. Nagaraju, Veena, Sharadamma, H Ravikiran 
& H Vinay, Munianjinappa  Rajanna, Munibhathyappa, Shashikala, Latha, Narayanamurthy, Krishnamurthy, G. Jayaramaiah, 
Munibhathyappa, Manjula, Ramaiah, Srinivasa, Munibhathyappa, Munianjinappa, Vanitha Jain, Rangaswamy, Rangamma, 
Rathnamma, Manjapppa, keshavamurthy P, Varadi Chandh Jain, Kanchan Bhai, Vijay Kumar G S,Yomanna Y Bariker, M. 
Ramesh, Anjinamma W/o Late Gangappa, A. Manjunath, Lalitha, M. Ramesh, Jagadeesh My. Ga. Tayi Gowramma, Ramesh, M. 
Chandrappa, Manjunatha, Sathish, M. Ramesh, M Ramesh S/o Muniyappa, M. Ramesh, M. Ramesh, M. Ramesh, M. Ramesh, 
Gowramma, M Keshava Naidu, Muniyappa, Manjula, Manjula, Muniyappa, M. Ramesh, M. Ramesh, M. Ramesh, A.Ramakrishna 
S/o Abbaiahppa, Jayamma, A.V Giddegowda, K.M Doreswamy, B.R Ravi, Vinuth M Madhinur, Vimala Vishwanath, C.M 
Narayana, J.N. Ravi, L. Hongyappa, K.M Doreswamy, K.M Nagaraju, K.M Jayaram, Muddappa, Munirathnamma, K.M Jayaram 
& K.M Venkateshmurthy, K.M Jayaram & K.M Venkateshmurthy, K.M. Jayaram, K.M. Venkatesh Murthy, K.M. Venkateshamurthi 
s/o late Marappa, K.M Jayaram, K.M. Venkateshmurthy, Geetha R Heggade, Gangamma, Geetha R Heggade, C. Chowdappa, 
N. Poornima W/o R Krishna, R. Chandrashekhar, Manjamma, Munirathnamma, 
Village: Doddabettahalli: 
Ramamurthy, Ramamurthy, Ramamurthy, A V Krishnamurthy, A V Krishnamurthy, Ramamurthy, P Manjunath, A V 
Krishnamurthy, Cheluvarajkumar, Kamakshi, Muniyappa, B C Venkatesh, S Prakash, Doddappaiah, Parvathamma & 
Chandrakala, Parvathamma, Jayamma, J V Somashekar, Sadashivaiah, S Prakash, Basavarajaiah, Rajanna, Rathnamma, 
S B Suresh Kumar & G N Prashanth Chalapathi, S B Suresh Kumar & G N Prashanth Chalapathi, Munivenkatappa & Others, 
Munivenkatappa & Others, Jalendrappa, Muniyappa, B C Venkatesh, Jalendrappa, Muniyappa, Vivekananda, Lakshmeesh, 
H C Pradeep, Shanthamma,, Shanthamma, B N Bhuvaneshwari w/o Srinivas, Munivenkatappa & Others, Basavarajaiah,  
B R Anand, D R Pavithra, Akkayamma, B R Anand, D Ramaiah, Rama @ Ramaiah, Munilakshmamma, Kamakshi, Chandrappa, 
Prakash Joshi, Santhosh Kumar, Rama @ Ramaiah, B K Shivanna, B K Narayanswamy, B R Meenakshamma Shilpa, B R 
Meenakshamma Nivedita, Chikkavenkategowda, Rajanna, Lakshmidevi, Chandrappa, Anand & Rajanna, Rama @ Ramaiah, 
Chandrappa, Ganapathi, Kasturidevi & Others,Rajanna,Gopal, Jayaram,Venkatesh,,Saraswathi,Shanthamma, Krishnamurthy, 
Hanumegowda, Mohan Kumar, Mohan, Jayamma, Jayamma, B M Menaka, J Shwethaja, D Jayaramaiah, B N Jagadhish, B N 
Jagadhish, B N Purushotham, B R Theerthaprasad, Kodandaramaiah, B Munivenkatappa, Rajanna, Puttarudrappa, Basamma, 
B N Jagadhish, B N Nagarjuna, Manoj Kumar Gupta, Basamma, B N Jagadhish, B N Nagarjuna, Chandrashekar B N, 
Chandrashekar B N, J V Somashekar, Sharadamma, Sharadamma & Childrens, Lakshmamma, S Prakash, B R Menakshmma 
w/o B K Sitharam,B S Shilpa s/o B K Sitharam, Basavaraju, Nagarjun, Sarojamma, Hemavathi Jalajakshi, Rama @ Ramaiah, 
Anand & Rajanna, Pillamuniyappa, Abdul Azeem, Rathnamma, Abdul Azeem, Abdul Azeem,, Chetana Srinivas, Chetana 
Srinivas, Venkataramanappa & Krishnappa, Abdul Azeem, Muniraju, J V Somashekar, Bhavana Nagaraj, Kasturi Devi & Others, 
Reddappachetti, J V Somashekar,B Gowramma , M Ramesh, Srikanth, J V Somashekar, M Ramesh, Shilpa Govindaraju, 
Lalitha, Nalinakshi, Navyashree J S, Nischita J S, Bhushangowda J S, Nagarathna, Vivekananda & Lakshmeesh, Vivekananda, 
Lakshmeesh, B N Basavaraj,B N Nagarjun, Sarojamma,B N Nanjegowda,
Village: Ganigarahalli: 
Kanthamma, H. Venkateshaiah, Maruthesh G. Vinod Kumar G. Prasanth Kumar G., K. Maliyappa & K Devaraj, Maruthish 
G, ,Vinod Kumar G. Prasanth Kumar G.,Suresha H, B. Siddappa, Passi Ahamad,Y. Rajareddy, Preethi, M. Sitharama Raju, 
Nanjundaraju M, Renuka, Rajeshwari V. Kanakamma @ Gangadevamma,, M. Bojaraju, T. Hanumareddy, Gundappa, 
Gundappa,, Gundappa, Maruthish G. Vinod Kumar G. Prasanth Kumar G., Gundappa, Gundappa, Gundappa, Gundappa, 
Gundappa, Gundappa, Sumithra, Anjinamma, B. Basavaraju, B. Siddappa & Gopala B.,, H.M. Nagaraju, Anada kumar 
& J. Govardhan, T. Hanumareddy, R.A Narasimha Reddy, G. C. Hanumantharaju, Suresh. H, Venkatesh, S.R Adilakshmi, 
Gowramma, Padmamma, Kempaiah, K. Thimmappa, S. R. Adilakshmi, Anjinamma, B. Basavaraju, B. Siddappa & Gopala 
B., Narasimhaiah L, Nagaraj L, Muni Lakshmamma, L. Krishnamurthy, L. Yathiraju, L. Hanumatharayappa, T. Hanumareddy, 
P. T. Munichikkanna Reddy,, J. Ananda kumara & J. Govardhan, Anjinanna, B. Basavaraju, B. Siddappa & Gopala B.,  
B. Siddappa. Rathna,, S. R. Adilakshmi, Gowramma, Padmamma, Hanumakka, B. Basavappa, Badramma, Lakshmamma, 
Kempamma & N.D. Krishnappa, H. Venkateshaiah,Rajamma, Suresha H, Mohamad Ali, S.Jagadish, T. Hanumareddy, 
P. T. Munichikkanna reddy,, J. Ananda kumar, J. Govardhan, Renukappa S, A. Rajagopala, Suresh. H, Adbul Mahid, 
Hanumantharayappa, Muniswamy Raju,, Naveen H.P,  B.V Thammaiah, Mahadevamma J, Krishnappa T, Savitha M.P,  
S. R. Adilakshmi, Anjinamma B., Basavaraju B., Siddappa & Gopala B., L. Thara Devi, M.S Shankar,  K. Sridhara, K.N 
Sampangi Ramaiah, B.S Usha, Gowramma, Shantha, Latha, Manjunatha,Krishnamurthy. C, Lalithamma, Rathnamma, 
Yashodamma,Rathnamma, Latha, Manjunatha,Krishnamurthy. C,, B.V Thammaiah, C. Raghunatha, A. Rajagopala, A. 
Rajagopala, C. Raghunatha, H. Sukanya, H. Suresh, Suresh. H, H. Venkateshaiah,, H. Krishnappa, B.V Thammaiah, 
Nagalakshmi, Nagalakshmi, Nagalakshmi, Nagendra, Umesh Kumar T.J, M. Sitharama Raju, B.V Thammaiah, Mamatha 
Nagaraj, Rajeswari V, Mamatha Nagaraj, B.V Thammaiah, Preethi, Mamatha Nagaraj, C. Rajanna, C. Rajanna, C. Rajanna, 
Anusuayamma N, Girijamma, M. Sitharama Raju, M. Aswatharaju, Latha Prabhath Amashi, Latha Prabhath Amashi, Latha 
Prabhath Amashi, Nanjunda Raju, Latha Prabhath Amashi, Latha Prabhath Amaashi, Latha Prabhath Amashi, Latha Prabhath 
Amashi, T. Hanumareddy, J. Ananda kumara, P. T. Munichikkanna reddy, Ananda kumara & J. Govardhan, T. Hanumareddy, P. 
T. Munichikkanna reddy, G. Unnikrishna Velle s/o late Gopala Velle
Village: Guniagrahara:
Kantha W/O M.Rajanna,, Rathna W/o Sathish, Manjesh,ShivaKumar S/O Late Puttappa , M Basavaraju, M Ramanjinappa,  
Muniraju, Kamala,,Rajanna S/o Munishamappa, P Shivakumar S/o Late Puttappa, Sri H M Sahadevaji, Narahari Devaji & 
Divyadevaji all are died Bejakshari Devi is Claiment,Thomas Mathew, Alice Mathew & Joseph mathew, Selvi Chocko bin V K 
Chacko, Annamma Joseph bin C M Joseph,Parvathi Rajshekar W/o Rajashekar, Sujeev Nair,,Thomas Raju & Brigitha Raju,  
Thomas Alexander & Bapsy Alexander, Anson Jacob Joseph, Balakrisnareddy G T S/o Late Thimmarayappa, Balakrisnareddy 
G T S/o Late Thimmarayappa, Shivakumar S/o A Shivann, Vimala B W/o Late Umachandra B S, Rajashekar S S/o A Shivanna, 
P C Balakrishna Reddy S/o Late Chikkanna Reddy, R Gopalappa, M Narayanaswamy S/o Late Masthanappa Reddy, Managing 
Director IRWO GPA Holder Sathyanarayana CPO, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, Nagaraju, Vinutha, 
C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, T Hanumareddy S/o Thippareddy, P T Munichikkanna Reddy S/o Thippareddy, J Anand 
Kumar, J Govardan, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, P V Shyamsundar Reddy, P C Gopal Reddy, P C 
Narayanareddy, N Radha D/o Late P C Ramareddy,, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, P V 
Shyamsundar Reddy, P C Gopal Reddy, P C. Narayanareddy, N Radha D/o Late P C Ramareddy, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C 
R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas,Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R 
Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas,, Nagaraju, Vinutha, C R Bharath, Vijaykumar, Jain, Srinivas, P C Balakrishna Reddy S/o 
Late Chikkanna Reddy, P C Chandrappa Reddy S/o Late M Chikkanna Reddy, M Narayanaswamy S/o Late Masthanappa 
Reddy, M Narayanaswamy S/o Late Masthanappa Reddy, M Jayachandra bin Late Maddurappa, G Narayanappa bin late 
Galappa, Lakshmidevamma W/o Munichowdappa, V Kallappa bin Veerappa, Shobha @ Radhamma W/o L Nagaraj, 
Thammaiah bin G M Devirappa, Govindappa bin Muniyappa. V R Prakash bin late Ramapaa V, M Mudduveerappa bin late 
V Munibathiyappa,, Nandishwara bin late Guruswamappa, Sudheer S/o A Sampath, Ammayakka W/o late Arasappa, Anitha 
Narasimhan, Ganesh Singh S/o Devi Singh, Ganesh Singh S/o Devi Singh, K Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, G L 
Govindaraju,,ShivaKumar S/O Late Puttappa,G K Shankar S/o Late Kenchappa, Akkayamma W/o Muniyappa, K R Ganesh 
S/o Late K S Ramaiah, M Siddaraju S/o Late Muniyappa, ShivaKumar S/O Late Puttappa, Hanumanthappa, Gowramma, 
ShivaKumar S/O Late Puttappa, Krishnappa S/O Munishamappa, L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, Vijayalakshmi W/o Late N Murthy, 
Muniraju S/o Lakshmaiah, H V Nalini W/o G K Shankar, G A Nagaraj S/o Late Arasappa, G K Shankar S/o Late Kenchappa, 
K R Ganesh S/o Late K S Ramaiah, L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, G L Govindaraju, G L Narayanaswamy, K Rajamma W/o Late 
D Krishna Reddy, K Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, P Shivakumar S/o Late Puttappa, L Venkatesh, L Srinivas,, G L 
Govindaraju,, G L Narayanaswamy, P Shivakumar S/o Late Puttappa, Annapoorna, L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, G L Govindaraju, 
G L Narayanaswamy, Srinivasa Ramakrishna Pavaskar, Vaishnavi Pradeep Pavaskar & Son Ekanatha Ramakrsihna 
Pavaskar, Srinivasa Ramakrishna Pavaskar, Vaishnavi Pradeep Pavaskar & Son Ekanatha Ramakrsihna Pavaskar, Srinivasa 
Ramakrishna Pavaskar, Vaishnavi Pradeep Pavaskar & Son Ekanatha Ramakrsihna Pavaskar, Vasnatha, Srinivas Jannu 
S/o Srinivas Jannu, Vasnatha, Srinivas Jannu S/o Srinivas Jannu, Vasnatha, Srinivas Jannu S/o Srinivas Jannu,, Vasnatha, 
Srinivas Jannu S/o Srinivas Jannu, Vasnatha, Srinivas Jannu S/o Srinivas Jannu,Vasnatha, Srinivas Jannu S/o  Srinivas 
Jannu (Digambar Vaikunta Pavaskar), Munikrishna G Y, Yogesh S/o Late Yellappa, G M Venkatesh, G M Channakrishnappa, 
Gnanashekara G M, Yathish G M S/o Bin Late Muniyappa, Sharada W/o Sadashivareddy, Rajamma W/o Krishna Reddy,  
P Shivakumar S/o Late Puttappa, P Shivakumar S/o Late Puttappa, M Yellappa bin Late Muniyappa, Kenchamma W/o Late 
Venkataramanappa, Shyamasundar G K, Annapoorna (Kenchappa S/o Munishamappa), Gangayellappa bin Gangaiah, 
Munikrishna G Y, Yogesh S/o Late Yellappa,, Jayaramaiah S/o Late K Gangaiah, A Ramaswamy Reddy S/o Late A Lakshman 
reddy,, Munikrishna G Y, Yogesh, Munikrishna G Y, Yogesh, G M Venkatesh, G M Channakrishnappa, Munikrishna G Y, 
Yogesh, Srinivas S/o Late Gangayellappa, Nagappa M Hadli S/o Mallappa Hadli, Lokesh Taka, M Rajanna S/o Muniswamappa, 
Nagappa M Hadli S/o Mallappa Hadli, R Gomathiyamma W/o P S Nair,, Krishnan Kutti Nayar, Hariprakash A S/o Kunjan 
Appukuttan Nayar, Managing Director IRWO GPA Holder Sathyanarayana CPO, Grace Joseph, Amrutha V W/o B R 
Nanjundappa, Beebejan D/o Late Shekh Mohammed, L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, G L Govindaraju, G L Narayanaswamy, 
Manjula W/o Late G L Krishna Murthy,Jayaram J C Reddy S/o G Chinnappa Reddy, G C Srinivas Reddy S/o Chinnappa  
Reddy,, L Vasudeva S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Akkayamma W/o Muniyappa, P C Chandrappa Reddy S/o Late M Chikkanna 
Reddy, P C Balakrishna Reddy S/o Late Chikkanna Reddy, M Narayanaswamy S/o Late Masthanappa Reddy, Managing 
Director IRWO GPA Holder Sathyanarayana CPO, Lakshmamma W/o Late Muddahanumiah, Anand Reddy bin D Ramaswamy 
Reddy, G L Krishna Murthy bin late lekkappa, Vijayalakshmi W/o Late N Murthy, Muniyappa S/o Late Poojappa, G L 

Narayanaswamy, L Venkatesh,, L Srinivas, G L Govindaraju,Udayakumar M, Jayaram J C Reddy S/o G Chinnappa Reddy, 
G C Srinivas, Reddy S/o Chinnappa Reddy,Akkayamma W/o Muniyappa, K M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa,B R 
Channaveerappa, Krishnappa S/o Munishamappa, Krishnappa S/o Munishamappa, K Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, 
K Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, K Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, Amrutha V W/o B R Nanjundappa, K 
Rajamma W/o Late D Krishna Reddy, Doddahanumanthappa bin Narasappa, Vijayalakshmi W/o Late N Murthy, Muniswamy 
S/o Late Muniswamy, Hanumathappa S/o Late Muninagappa, Hanumathappa S/o Late Muninagappa, Hanumanthappa S/o 
Muninagappa, Hanumanthappa S/o Muninagappa,, D Siddaraju bin Devanna, Vijayalakshmi W/o N Murthy, G L Govindaraju, 
L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, G L Narayanaswamy, M Raghu S/o M Munishamappa, Shamsundar S/o Late Kenchappa, 
Annapoorna (Kenchappa, Munishamappa), Kantha W/O M.Rajanna, Mallamma W/o Muniraju, Krishnappa, Munishamappa,  
K M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa, Akkayamma W/o Muniyappa, Lakkappa, Munishamappa, Kantha W/o M.Rajanna, 
L Venkatesh, L Srinivas, G L Govindaraju,, G L Narayanaswamy, Krishnappa S/o Munishamappa, Sanjeevamma W/o 
Shankarappa, Yellappa S/o Late Muniyppa, Venkataramanappa S/o Late Muniyappa, K M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa, 
Akkayamma W/o Muniyappa, Krishnappa S/o Munishamappa, Vijyalakshmi Kom Late Murthy, NULL, L Venkatesh,
G L Govindaraju, G L Narayanaswamy, L Srinivas, MuniShamappa S/o Nanjappa, Ashwathamma W/o Late Mallaiah, 
Muniyappa S/o Kempaiah, K M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa, K M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa, Krishnappa 
S\o Munishamappa, Ramesh S/o Late Hanamanthiah.
Village: Harohalli : 
K A Baby s/o K G Anthony,, Narendranath S/O Ramaiah, Ashwathaiah M s/o Muniyappa, Naveen babu Y S s/o Sampangi Reddy, 
N Kasutramma d/o Narasimaiah, N. Saraswathamma d/o N. Narasimaiah, Lalitha S N d/o Narasimhaiah, Ayesha Rehman w/o 
K Rehman Khan, K Rehman Khan s/o Khasim Khan, Century Associates rep by P Ashvin Pai, B Shivashankar Reddy s/o B Bali 
Reddy, D Yashodamma w/o Narayanappa, B Usha rani w/o Shivshankar Reddy
Village: Kalathamannahalli:
Smt. Manjula W/o Late Narayanamurthy, G. Jayaramaiah S/o late K. Gangaiah K. Jagadeesha & K. Prakash  S/o Late S 
,Krishnappa,,Srikanth K, R. manjunatha S/o H Ramachandra, Srikanth K, R. manjunatha S/o H Ramachandra, Vijaya Kumari 
K.S & Suresha S S/o Late Siddaramaiah,, C.M Nagaraja S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf Chikkamuniarasappa, C.M Nagaraja 
S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf Chikkamuniarasappa, Sharadamma R W/o G Honnaiah, N.M Ventakesha Reddy S/o Late 
Muniswamyreddy, N.M Ventakesha Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, N.M Venkateshreddy S/o Late Muniswamy reddy
N.M Venkateshreddy S/o Late Muniswamy reddy, K.L Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, V. Hanumanthrayappa S/o 
Late Venkatappa, Syed Ishad Ahammed, Syed sajaad Ahammed, Syed Jadad Ahammed, Syed Naveed Ahammed 
S/o Syed Khasim, Syed Abbas  Ahammed,, M.Venkataram, Venkatalakshmamma W/o Late Ramachandrappa,  
T. Hanumareddy S/o Late Thippareddy, P. T. MuniChikkanna Reddy S/o Late Thippareddy, J. Ananda kumara, J. Govardhan, 
Munirathnamma W/o B.V Thammaiah, M. Venkataram, Syed Ishad Ahmad, Syed Sajjad Ahmad, Syed Jidad Ahmad, 
Syed Naveed Ahmad S/o Khasim, Nagalakshmi W/o Rajareddy, Doddakka W/o Late Muniyappa, Patalappa S/o Late 
Kempaiah (joint), C. Bheemaraju s/o late Chandramathi Modaliyar, Nagalakshmi w/o Y. Rajareddy, Raziya Begum, 
Venkatalakshmamma W/o Late Ramachandrappa, V. Dasappa S/o Venkatappa, K.V Ananda S/o Venkatappa, K.L 
Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Puttaraju S/o Late Yaagappa, N. Srinivasa Reddy, Venkatesha  Reddy, V. Dasappa 
S/o Venkatappa, K.V Ananda S/o Venkatappa, K.L Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, V. Hanumantharayappa S/o Late 
Venkatappa, Bylamma W/o Late Muniveeranjinappa, J. T. Balarama Gowda, N.M Venkatesha Reddy, V.Pradeep (joint), 
N.M Venkatesha Reddy, Manjunatha & venkatesha, Dilip Kumar & Archana Kiran, Manjunath, Malathi Heggade, Prema P. 
Heggade, K.M Narayanamurthy, Srikanth. K, R. Manjunath, Srikanth. K, R. Manjunath, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha 
Kumara K.V, Govindaraju, Nagarathna K. L, G.Jayaramaiah S/o late Gangaiah, B. Manjunatha, B. Dinesh Uruf Ganesha 
S/o Late Bhathyappa H, Muniyamma. B w/o Late Srinivasareddy, Muniyamma B w/o late B. Srinivasareddy, Keshavareddy 
B late Munireddy B, Keshavareddy B late Munireddy B,, G. Vimala w/o B. Keshavareddy,N.M Venkatesha Reddy S/o Late  
Muniswamyreddy, L. Venkatesha & K.L Srinivasamurthy, Basavaraju S/o Late Siddappa, N.M Venkatesha Reddy  S/o Late 
Muniswamyreddy, J Pramod S/o Late R Jagganna, Pavan W/o J.R Nandeesha, Pavan W/o J.R Nandeesha, R. Satheesh 
s/o K. Rajeshwaran, Pavan W/o J.R Nandeesha, Pavan W/o J.R Nandeesha, Pavan W/o J.R Nandeesha, N.P. Ramesha,  
B. Manjunatha S/o Late Bhathyappa H, B. Manjunatha, Noor Jahn, Prathibha C., & Ashuthosh M. Sindhe. Smt. Prema W/o S 
K Jagadeesha, Smt. Jyothilakshmi W/o H L Neelakantaswamy, Muniyamma, K.C Jayachandra S/o Chikkanna, Mukundaraju 
R S/o Late Rangaraju, Sarojamma W/o Late T.B Rajanna, G. Siddagangaiah, S/o late K. Gangaiah, N.K Kalavathi W/o A. 
Ravi, Bylamma W/o Late Muniveeranjinappa, Manjula, Rathnamma & Anitha (joint), K. Geetha W/o R. Venkatesha, Srikanth. 
K, R.Manjunath S/o Ramachandra,, K. M Venkatesh Murthy,K. M Venkatesh Murthy, K.H. Kumara, H. Narayana Swamy 
& Nethravathi K,, B. Jayarama Reddy S/o Late Subramanyareddy, Gangahanumakka W/o Late Chikkamuniarasaiah, 
Chikkahanumakka W/o Late C Krishnaiah, Geetha Shukla W/o  Ashok Kumar Shukla, Rangappa, Muniyappa & Gopala (joint), 
M.Muniyappa, Chikkamuniyappa, Munipoojamma, Manjula R, Vijayalakshmi, Munivenkatamma, Kanthamma, Kantharaju, 
Munivenkatappa, Kalyankumar, Ganesh, Kamalamma W/o Late M Hanumaiah, P.U Raju, Sathisha H.G, Sathisha H.G,  
C. Krishnappa S/o Chikkamuniyappa & Rajeshwari W/o C.Krishnappa,, Kamalamma C W/o Late S Sanjeeva raju, C.M 
Nagaraja S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah, K.M Ventakesha Murthy, Bylamma, K.M Ventakesha Murthy, K.M Ventakesha Murthy, 
Chimbilikamudavathi & Chimbilvenkatarangarao, Smt. Manjula D/o Late Hanumantharayappa, Rathnamma W/o Late 
Prabhakar, Anitha H D/o, Late K Hanumantharayappa (joint), Bylamma, C.M Hanumantharaju S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf 
Chikkamuniarasappa, Chikkahanumakka w/o late C. Krishnayya, Kantha, Kantha, Sumithramma L W/o K.A Sathyanarayana
Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, Rajamma K 
W/o Late Krishnareddy, Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy,  Venkatalakshmamma W/o 
Late Ramachandrappa, G. Jayaramaiah S/o late K. Gangaiah, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha Kumara K.V, Venkatesh. L 
S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Srinivasamurthy K.L, Basavaraja S/o Late Siddappa, Srikanth K, R. Manjunath S/o Late Ramachandra, 
G. Lokesh S/o late C.P Gangadharaswamy,, V. Siddappa S/o Late Venkatappa Urf Venkataramanappa, Sarojamma W/o 
Late T.B Rajanna, N.M Venkatesh Reddy  S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, C.M Hanumantharaju S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf 
Chikkamuniarasappa, V. Dasappa S/o Late Venkatappa, Mahalingappa S/o Late Shambulingegowda, K. Jagadeesha & K. 
Prakash S/o Late S Krishnappa, K.C Savithramma W/o Late K.M Venkatesh, Chikkahanumakka W/o Late Krishnaiah, Basavaraja 
S/o Late Siddappa, L. Venkatesha & K.L Srinivasmurthy, B.C Chandrakala W/o Late Ramakrishnaiah, K.C Savithramma W/o 
Late K.M Venkatesh, V. Dasapppa, K.V Ananda, V. Hanumantharayappa, K.L Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, V. Siddappa 
S/o Late Venkatappa Urf Venkataramanappa, Smt. Manjula W/o Late Narayanamurthy, V. Siddappa S/o Late Venkatappa Urf 
Venkataramanappa, Chandrashekar R S/o Ramachandrappa & Lakshmikanth K.R S/o Ramachandrappa, V. Dasappa S/o Late 
Venkatappa, K.V Ananda S/o Late Venkatappa, Narayanappa S/o Shettallappa, C.M Channappa  S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah 
Urf Chikkamuniarasappa, Smt. Manjula W/o Late Narayanamurthy, C.M Hanumantharaju S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf 
Chikkamuniarasappa, C.M Nagaraja S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah Urf Chikkamuniarasappa, Narayanappa S/o Shettallappa, K. 
Srikantha & R Manjunatha S/o H Ramachandra, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha Kumara K.V, (Joint) Smt. Rajamma W/o 
Late C. Kemparaju, Channamma w/o Late C. Raju, C Rangaswamy S/o late chikka Thimmaiah,, Lalitha L W/o G Byregowda, 
G. Jayaramaiah S/o late K. Gangaiah, G. Jayaramaiah S/o late K. Gangaiah,G. Siddagangaiah s/o late  Gangayya,M. 
Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha M, C.M dhar & Suresha M, M. Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha M, C.M 
dhar & Suresha M,, C.M Dhar & Devaraju (Joint), M. Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha, Suresha M, B.V Thammayya 
S/o Late Venkataswamappa, Kempalakkaiah & Chikkanna (Joint), N.M. Venkatesha Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, 
M. Chandrappa S/o Late Muniswamapa, M. Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha M, C.M Sridhar & Suresha M, D.M 
Kumara,,D.M Kumara, M. Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha M, C.M Dhar, Suresha M, N.M Ventakesha Reddy S/o Late 
Muniswamyreddy, M. Chandrappa, D.M  Kumara, Manjunatha M, C.M Dhar & Suresha M, Smt. Puttalakshmamma D/o Late 
Chikkamuniarasappa, Savithramma D/o Late Chikkamuniarasappa, Gangamma D/o Late Chikkamuniarasappa, Yashodha D/o 
Late Chikkamuniarasappa, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha Kumara K.V  S/o Late Venkatesha, C.M Channappa S/o Chikka 
Muniarasaiah, Rangamma W/o Late Puttegowda, C.M Channappa, C.M Chinnappa S/o Chikkamuniarasaiah, Rangamma 
W/o Late Puttegowda, V. Dasappa S/o Late Venkatappa, V.Hanumantharayappa S/o Late Venkatappa, V. Siddappa S/o Late 
Venkatappa Urf Venkataramanappa, K.L Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Narayanappa S/o Shettallappa, V. Siddappa, L. 
Venkatesha & K.L Srinivasamurthy  S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Basavaraju S/o Late Siddappa, V. Dasappa S/o Late Venkatappa, 
K.V Ananda, Hanumantharayappa, K.L Thimmaraju S/o Late Lakshmaiah, Ramesha Heggade S/o Late K.S Heggade, Ramesha 
Heggade S/o Late K.S Heggade, Geetha Heggade W/o Ramesh Heggade, E. Sigamani S/o Yallappan, Kempalakkaiah & 
Chikkanna s/o late Lakkathimmayya, Chikkanna s/o late Lakkathimmayya, Rasheedha Ishrath Maab W/o Shafiq ur Rehaman, 
B.C. Chandrakala W/o Late Ramakrishnaiah, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha Kumara K.V, G. Jayaramaiah S/o Late 
Gangaiah, N.M Venkatesha Reddy, N.M Venkatesha Reddy,, S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, Prakasha A s/o Late B Anjinappa, 
N.M Venkatesha Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, N.M Venkatesha Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, N.M Venkatesha 
Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, N.M Venkatesha Reddy S/o Late Muniswamyreddy, M. Venkataram, Venkataram M, 
P.C Balakrishna Reddy, P.C Chandrappa Reddy S/o Late M Chikkanna Reddy, M.Narayanaswamy S/o Late Mastanappa 
Reddy, Chandrappa, Murthappa s/o Late Narasapoojappa, Narasimhaiah, Narayanappa, M. Chikkanna, M. Nagaraju S/o 
Late Mutturayappa (joint), Narasimhaiah, Narayanappa, M. Chikkanna, M. Nagaraju S/o Late Mutturayappa (joint),N.C 
Munirathnamma W/o B.V Thammaiah, N.C Munirathnamma W/o B.V Thammaiah, Pushpalatha G, Roopa. G, Lokesha G., 
Sujatha, Sathyabhama & Radha, G. Jayaramaiah S/o Late Gangaiah, G. Jayaramaiah S/o Late Gangaiah, Narayana C, 
Nagarathna K.L W/o Bhaskar R, G. R Gowreesh s/o late Rajappa, Pavan W/o J.R Nandisha, Nagalakshmi W/o Rajareddy Y
Nagalakshmi W/o Rajareddy, Anjinamma W/o Late Ramakrishnaiah Urf Ramakrishnappa, S.R Adilakshmi W/o Late Basavaraj, 
G.Ramu (joint), Sridhara B Katare, Nagalakshmi W/o Rajareddy, Huchanna, Yallappa S/o Late Hanumaiah, Jaya G Nayar, 
Gowtham G Nayar, Jatin G Nayar, Prema R W/o Late B.M Ramareddy, Beemaraju S/o Late Chandramathi Modaliar
T. Eshwari W/o Bheemaraju, K.V Sarvamangala & Santhosha Kumara K.V  S/o Late Venkatesha, Mili Ravi rathod, Hashvi 
Ravi Rathod, Reetha Ravari Rathod, G. Siddagangaiah bin late K. Gangayya, K.M Venkatesh Murthy S/o Late Marappa, 
Venkatalakshmamma W/o Late Ramachandrappa, K. Jagadeesha & K. Prakash S/o Late S Krishnappa, Anjinappa S/o Yallappa, 
Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, G. Jayaramaiah S/o Late Gangaiah, Sarojamma G., Jayaramaiah S/o Late Gangaiah, 
Kiran H.R, M. Chandrashekara, Suresha, L. Lalitha L W/o G Byregowda, B.V Thammaiah S/o Late Venkataswamappa, B.V 
Thammaiah S/o Late Venkataswamappa, Pushpalatha G, Roopa. G, Lokesha G., Sujatha, Sathyabhama &Radha (joint), G. 
Siddagangaiah, Rajamma K W/o Late Krishnareddy, Muniyamma w/o late B. Srinivasareddy, Venkatalashmamma W/o Late 
Ramachandrappa, K. M Venkataramana
Village: Kempanahalli:
R.Chikkanna, K R Veerabhadraiah, K Gopal Rao S/o Late S T Krishna Rao, Jayamma, A Munegowda, A Sumithra, A Shantha, 
Rathnamma R S, Roopa S, S Mamatha, S Baby, S Bharathi, S Murali, B Vasantha, Rajamma V, Rakesh N, Sevanthi N, Indramma, 
B Manjunatha, Renuka, Kumari Bhoomikagowda S, Venkatesh N, Jayaram K, Sujendra S, Akkayamma K, Narayanaswamy K, 
Nagaraj K and Devaraj K, Sugunamma, Bhagyamma, Srinivasaiah, Chandrakumar K R, Ravishankar R, Jagadish H 
N S/o Nagaraj S V, R Vijayamma, Rajashekhar H N, Umesh H N, Ravishankar R, Chandrashekhar bin Late M narayana, 
Late Parvathamma & Son’s, K P Ravikumar, Susheelamma K P, Shanthakumari, Rudramma, K P Chennakeshava, 
Rudrakumar P H Narayan s/o Hanumantharaju,K P Ravikumar, Susheelamma K P, Shanthakumari, Rudramma, K P 
Chennakeshava,  Rudrakumar K P, Ravishankar R, Chandrakumar K R S/o Late Rudramuniyappa, Mahaveer Kumar, 
Anasuya Bharath, Chandrakumar K R S/o Late Rudramuniyappa, K V Shivakumar, K P Ravikumar, Susheelamma 
K P, Shanthakumari, Rudramma, K P Chennakeshava, Rudrakumar K P, K M Virupakshaiah S/o Late Muddappa, 
Chandraprabha W/o Late Chandrashekhar, Parvathamma W/o Late Shivarudraiah, Neelambika W/o K N Basavaraju,  
K M Virupakshaiah S/o Late Muddappa, Chandraprabha W/o Late Chandrashekhar, Parvathamma W/o Late Shivarudraiah, 
Neelambika W/o K N Basavaraju, Late Parvathamma & Sons, K Ravishankar, Suma S & Raghuram Reddy K, K V Chandrappa
Late Parvathamma & Sons, K Ravishankar, Chandrakumar K R s/o Late Rudramuniyappa, Ravishankar R, Chandrakumar 
K R s/o Late Rudramuniyappa,,Ravishankar R, Chandrakumar K R s/o Late Rudramuniyappa, Chandrakumar K R s/o Late 
Rudramuniyappa,, H N Umesh, Jagadish H N,Rajashekhar H N, R Vijayamma,, Muniveeraiah N, Sharadamma, V Shivakumar, 
V Anasuya, V Somashekhar, Kempamma w/o Late Anjinappa,Anjinamma W/o Late Krishnappa , Lokesh bin Late Bachhanna, 
Prakash bin Late Bachhanna, Lokesh bin Bachanna, Yashodamma & Pushpa, Ravishankar R, Shivashankarappa, Basavaraju 
& Akkamahadevi, Late Parvathamma & Sons, K V Puttappa, Sharadamma, K V Shivakumar
K V Nagaraj, K P Ravikumar & Others, Pushpalatha bin Late Anjinappa, Puttamma bin Late Anjinappa, Lalithamma bin Late 
J M Puttanjinappa, M Shrinivas, K Gopal Rao, K Jagadish, K Shreedhar and M N Sukanya, K A Suresh, A Chandrashekhar
A Ramesh, Priyadarshini W/o M Krishnappa, Mallikarjunaiah S/o Appayanna Aliyas Nanjundappa, K.V.Papanna S/o late.
Veeranna, K.V.Papanna S/o late.Veeranna, Bupa, P Nagaraju S/o Late Paranna, Jayamma S/o Sidalinga swami, Gowramma 
S/o Late N.Arasappa, Chandramma S/o Shakarappa, Jayamma S/o Late Sidalingaswami, N.Shivakumar S/o Late Nanjuduppa, 
Chandarappa S/o Shakrappa, Mohammed Mukhthar S/o late.Abdulghani, Chikkabbyyanna S/o Chikkamuniyappa, Neelamma 
W/o Kenchappa, K.Jagadish, K.Prakash, Mallikarjunaiah S/o Appayanna Aliyas Nanjundappa, Bheemaraju S/o Late 
Chandramati Modaliar
Village: Lakshmipura:
Rangaraju G S/o Gangaiah A, Chandramma K/o Rangaswamiah, Rangalakshmma W/o Sreenivasaiah B.K, Suryanarayana 
Gowda S/o late A Gangaiah, Shantha G W/o Dharenendra Kumar, Latha K.N W/o late harish G, 1) Chikkanna S/o late 
Chikka Anjinappa,, 1) Siddanna S/o Venkatappa, 2) A.Siddalingappa   3) Sukayanya D/o Siddalingappa   4) Shivarathna 
D/o Siddalingappa , 5) Skakunthala D/o Siddalingappa, 6) Shivamurthi,1/ Siddanna S/o Venkatappa 2/ Sujatha S D/o A 
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Siddalingappa, 3) Shivamurthi, Kowshalya rani Chara table Trust, Kowshalya rani Charatable Trust, Kowshalya rani Charitable 
Trust, Kowshalya rani Charitable Trust, Kowshalya rani Charitable Trust, Kowshalya rani Charitable Trust, 1) Huchappaa S/o late 
Muniyappa, 2) Munibyrappa S/o late Muniyappa, 3) Chikknna S/o late Muniyappa, 4) Huvhappa M S/o late Masthappa
5) jayamma w/o late Bulappa & Rathnamma D/o late Bylappa, 7) Chikkanna S/o late Chikkabyrappa, 6) Chikkanna, Muniraju, 
Ravikumar Sons/o late Gangahanumanthappa, Rajashekar G & M.Mohan Dev M/s M.R.Enterprises, Rajashekar G & M.Mohan 
Dev M/s M.R.Enterprises, Marigangamma W/o Venkatanarasappa & Udya Gowda S/o Venkatesh, 2) Latha K.S W/o late 
Harish, G K Shankar S/o Late Kenchappa, 1) G.Suryanarayna Gowda S/o Late A Gangaiah, Ramakka W/o B.T Krishnappa, K 
Vishwanath S/o B.T Krishnappa, K Vijaykumar S/o B.T Krishnappa & K Nagbushan S/o B.T Krishnappa, Sri G Jayarama reddy, 
Ramakka W/o B.T Krishnappa, K Vishwanath S/o B.T Krishnappa, K Vijaykumar S/o B.T Krishnappa & K Nagbushan S/o B.T 
Krishnappa, 1).Bylanjinappa S/o late Bylappa, 2) . Puttalakshmamma W/o late Muddabyrappa, 3) Gangamma W/o Narayanappa, 
1) Bylanjinappa S/o late Bylappa, 2) Puttalakshmamma W/o late Muddabyrappa,  3) Gangamma W/o Narayanappa, 1) 
Bylanjinappa S/o late Bylappa, 2) Puttalakshmamma W/o late Muddabyrappa, 3) Gangamma W/o Narayanappa, K Kunasheelan 
S/o K Kandaswamy, R.Sukumar S/o M.V.Ramchandrappa, G R Vijayalakshmi W/o C Sadashivareddy, Kowshalya rani Public 
joint Trust, Kowshalya rani Public joint Trust, Kowshalya rani Chara table Trust
Kowshalya rani Chara table Trust, Kowshalya rani Pablic Charity Trust, N Rajegowda s/o Late Nanjude gowda, N Byre gowda 
s/o Late Nanjude gowda, Munishami, R Nagarathana W/o Late Y Krishnappa, Gangappa @ Ganganna S/o late Munishamappa, 
Govindappa S/o Late Munishamappa, R Nagarathana W/o Late Y Krishnappa, M Kondamma W/o Kondaiah
1) Munibyrappa S/o Muniyappa, 2) Chikkanna T. S/o ChikkaByarappa, 1). Byranna S/o Muni Byrappa, 2). P.Byrappa, 
P.Muniraju,S.Byralingappa S/o late Doddaputtappa, Asha w/o L.A Krishnappa, Somashekara S/o late Krishnappa, K.N 
Venkatesh s\o Late Nagappa, Chikkamma W/o late Krishnappa, T G Chandru S/o M Govindappa, Kavitha K G W/o Sri N 
Sriharsha & Minor Gaurdians Master Divyanth H & Kumari Sadhya Bharthi H, T G Chandru S/o M Govindappa, Siddanna S/o 
Venkatappa, Siddanna S/o Venkatappa, T G Srinivas S/o Govindappa, Rangappa, s/o late Themmaiah, 1) Kiran kumar G S/o 
K.V.Gangappa, Narayanappa, Venkatabhirappa,Byranna, Rangappa s/o Thimmaiah, 2) G.Reka W/o Ashok, M Govindappa
Ganganna, R Nagarathana, M Govindappa, Subbanna S/o late Channigappa, Mari Gangamma W/o Venkatanarasappa & Udya 
Gowda S/o Venkatesh, G.Lokesh, 1).G.Lokesh, 2). G. Channa Krishnappa, Muniyappa & Kariyappa, Jayamma, Huchappa S/o 
Mastappa, K.Manjunatha S/o Karippa T 1). Muniyappa S/o late Gangaiah, 2). Ganganna S/o Gangaiah, B S Kalinga S/o Late B 
Srinivasa Rao, N Venkatesh Gupta S/o Late Narayanappa, K R Srinivas S/o Late Radha Krishna Shetty
P Chandrappa S/o Late M Puttaiah, Shantamma W/o Late A Ashwatappa, K N Raghavendra S/o K P Nanjunda Swamy,  
1) A.H.Gundurao S/o A.G Hanumantha Rao   2). Sarvamangala W/o A.H.Gundu Rao, Chikkanna S/o Late Gangahanumantappa   
Muniraju S/o Late Gangahanumantappa   Ravikumar S/o Late Gangahanumantappa, Jayamma W/o Late Bylappa, Gowramma 
W/o Late Gangahanumantappa & Huchappa Bin Late Mastappa, Huchappa S/o Mastappa, Thimaiah, Gowramma W/o 
Gangahanumantappa, Chikkanna S/o Late Gangahanumantappa   Muniraju S/o Late Gangahanumantappa   Ravikumar S/o 
Late Gangahanumantappa, Sumitra W/o M L Raju, Chikkannna S/o Late Chikkabyrappa, Manjunath H V, Chikkannna S/o Late 
Chikkabyrappa
Village: Mediagrahara:
Smt Rangamma W/o Late Rangappa,, Shek Mohammed Umar, Shamshad Begum, Sardar Pasha, Munawar Pasha and Mula 
Kathedhars, Babe john w/o late Shek Mahamad, Kasim sab, Babe john w/o late Shek Mahamad, Kasim sab, Mohammed Shakeel, 
Mohammed Safeer, Jarina Begum W/o Pasha Sab, Mohammed Safeer S/o Abdul Basheed, C Thomson S/o Late M C Thomas, C 
Thomson S/o Late M C Thomas, C Thomson S/o Late M C Thomas, Hanumanna S/o Mutthanna, R A Ananthmurthy, R Keshavamurthy, 
R Chidananda, A R Srinivas Murthy, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late Ramaiah, Anantha Padmanabha, B N Anantha Sanjeevaiah, 
B N Gopala Krishna (Joint), M Abdul Vazid S/o Late Adbul Mazid, G A Pushpalatha, S Sudhamani, Kalavathi, S Padmaja, S 
Hemavathi, S Venkatesh, R Nirmala, G A Pushpalatha, S Sudhamani, Kalavathi, S Padmaja, S Hemavathi, S Venkatesh, R Nirmala, 
Shafeer S/o Late Mohammed Gouse, K Gangadhara & Shashirekha B S, Mohan Raj A, Ashwathamma, Kumari Ganasindhu 
S, G Srinivas, Nandini K, Rajamma W/o B T Rajashekhar, B T Rajashekar, Rajamma W/o Hanumathappa, Rajamma W/o B T 
Rajashekhar, Rajamma W/o B T Rajashekhar, Sri K Balaram bin V L Krishnaswamy, Smt Vijayalakshmi W/o late M Murthy
Dolath Kuriyakos S/o Late K V Kuriyakose, Korifisakaf, Hanumatharayappa S/o Patalappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Chikkalappa
Anjinamma W/o Late Ramu,, Narayanappa S/o Chikkalakkappa, Muniyappa S/o Chikkalakkappa, Ashwathappa S/o Chikkalakkappa, 
Krishnamma W/o Late Pillappa, Krishnamma W/o Late Pillappa, Vasim Khan S/o Late Gousewear Khan, Shamimunnisa W/o 
Mohammed Rafi S, Smt Shameem Unnisa, Smt Shameem Unnisa, Chalani Ramabrahama Chowdary, Thalasila Venkateshwarao, 
Kadiyala Jayashree & others, B K Shantha Murthy, Y V V Lakshmi W/o Chittaranjan, Smt G A Pushpalatha, S Sudhamani, 
Kalavathi, S Padmaja, S Hemavathi, S Venkatesh, R Nirmala, Smt G A Pushpalatha, S Sudhamani, Kalavathi, S Padmaja, S 
Hemavathi, S Venkatesh, R Nirmala, R Mallikarjunappa  S/o Late C Ramasubbaiah, A Shivanna, H L Narasimharaju bin late H S 
Lakshminarasimhaiah, Anitha W/o H L Narasimharaju, Babe john w/o late Shek Mahamad,Kasim sab, Babe john w/o late Shek 
Mahamad, Kasim sab, Babe john w/o late Shek Mahamad, Kasim sab, Babe john w/o late Shek Mahamad, Kasim sab, Rajanna S/o 
Muniswamappa, Rajanna S/o Muniswamappa, Shivaraj S/o Chikkamuninagappa, Hanumanthappa S/o Muninagappa, Shivaraj 
S/o Chikkamuninagappa, Hanumanthappa S/o Muninagappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Muniswamappa, Abdul Hameed S/o Abdul 
Gafar Sab, Abdul Hameed, Ashwini M J D/o Janakiram, Krishnappa S/o Late Muniswamappa, Rajamma W/o Hanumathaiah, 
Rajamma W/o Hanumathaiah, Rajamma W/o Hanumathaiah, Jayaram J C Reddy S/o Late G Chinnappa Reddy, Sandhya G 
W/o Jayaram G C Reddy, Gowramma W/o Krishnappa, Krishnappa S/o Chikkalakkappa, J Anupama Murthy W/o Late J V 
Murthy, Kempakka bin Muninarayana, G Seetharam, G Seetharam, G Seetharam, M J Ashwini D/o Janakiram, M J Ashwini D/o 
Janakiram, J Anupama Murthy W/o Late J V Murthy, M R Janakiram S/o Late M S Ramaiah, Thomson C S/o Late M C Thomas, 
Abdul Gani S/o Late Ahammed Husain, Thomson C S/o Late M C Thomas, Thomson C S/o Late M C Thomas, Thomson C 
S/o Late M C Thomas, Thomson C S/o Late M C Thomas, K Balaram S/o Late V L Krishnaswamy, Gowramma W/o Late B 
Anjanappa, Gowramma W/o Late B Anjanappa, K R Prakash S/o Late H Ramanjinappa, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late 
Ramaiah, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late Ramaiah, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late Ramaiah, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late 
Ramaiah, A R Venkatachalapathi S/o Late Ramaiah
Village: Ramagondanahalli:
Jayamma, Munegowda, A. Sumithra, A. Shantha, Rathnamma, Asha S. Roopa S. Mamatha S. Baby, Bharathi, Murali, Vasantha, 
Rajamma, Rakesh, N. Sevanthi, N B Indramma, B. Manjunath, Renuka, Bhumikagowda, Jayaram K, Sujendra S, Akkayamma 
K, Narayanaswamy K, Nagaraj K, Devaraj K, Sreenivasaiah, Nayani Srinath Reddy, Nayani Srinath Reddy, Nayani Srinath 
Reddy, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, Venkatammaw/o Narayanappa , Shakuntalaw/o Maregowda, Santosh s/o Maregowda , 
Preethi s/o Maregowda, Venkatesh N, jayamma, munegowda, sumithra, shantha, rathnamma, roopa, mamatha, baby, bharathi, 
murali, vasantha, rajamma, rakesh, savanthi, indramma, manjunath, renuka, bhoomika gowda, jayaram, sujendra, akkayamma, 
narayanaswamy, nagaraj, devaraj, K Gopal Rov ,K Jagadesh, Kshridhar, MN Sukanyaya, Munithayamma w/o P Narayanappa, 
Venkatammaw/o Narayanappa, Shakuntalaw/o Maregowda, Santosh s/o Maregowda, Preethi s/o Maregowda, C.Sonnegowda 
s/o Chowdegowda, N Sarojamma. Jayram K, Jayaram K, Sujendra S, Akkayamma K, Narayanaswamy K, Nagaraj K, Devaraj K, 
Byrathi Basavaraju, K.C.Praveen S/o. Chandraiah K.L, Venkatamma, Shakuntala, Santosh, Preethi, Jayaram s/o Late Baiyanna, 
Somashekar s/o Jayaram, Shashidar S/o. Muniraju, Sreedhar S/o. Muniraju,
Nayani Sreenathareddy, lakshmamma s/o Bairappa, B.Rajanna, N.Sreenadha reddy, Munikrishnapp s/o Nanjappa, Aruna W/o 
Muniraju, Nayani Sreenadha Reddy, Jayaram S/o late Byanna & Somashekar S/o. Jayaram, Chandrappa S/o.Chennarayappa, 
Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C Reddy, Y V Subbareddy S/o. Y C Reddy, Mount Carmel Education Society,, Mount Carmel Education 
Society, Mount carmel Education Socicety, Narasamma w/o Muniyappa, Mount Carmel Education Society
Huchhamma w/o Chennarayappa, Chandrappa S/o.Chennarayappa, Narayanamma s/o late Muniyappa alias mekuvali Rama 
w/o kariyappa, anupama byregowda @ keerthi chandrashekar gadad w/o chandrashekar gadad, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C 
Reddy, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C Reddy, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C Reddy, Mount Carmel Education Society, Y V Subbareddy 
S/o. Y C Reddy, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C Reddy, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C Reddy, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount 
Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel Education Society,, Mount Carmel Education 
Society, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel education institution, Raghu s/o bairappa, vinod D Modha s/o Darlabji 
Modha, Murthy s/o bairappa, Lokesh B S/o bairappa, K R Siddarangaswamy s/o K N Rangappa,, Y.V Subbareddy S/o Y.C 
Reddy, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel Education Society, Mount Carmel 
Education Society, Vinod Daralabaji Moda S/o Daralabaji Moda devaji moda, Mount Carmel education institution, Mount 
Carmel Education Society, Narayanappa, Muniyappa, Srinivas, Munibyrappa, Rajanna, Krishnappa, Byragowda, Muniraju, 
Shamanna M, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, Jayamma 
w/o Late Basappa, chennarayappa s/o chikkamuniyappa, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, Muniraju P S/o Late Patalappa, 
Jayamma W/o P Byranna, Rathnamma W/o P Chandrappa, M Chandrappa S/o Late Muniveerappa, T.S Venkatesh S/o 
T.R Sathyanarayan, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, Prema D/o Munishamappa, Prema D/o Munishamappa, Manjunatha 
S/o Late Jayaramaiah @ Patalappa (24/2b5), Jayalakshmamma D/o late Jayaramaiah Aliyas Patalappa, Nagamma @ 
Nagarathna Late Jayaramaiah Aliyas Patalappa, Srinivas S/o late Jayaramaih, N.Nagaraj S/o late Nanjappa and Netravati 
d/o papamma (lakshmamma), Netravati W/o Rajkeshekar, N.Nagaraj S/o late Nanjappa, Prema D/o Munishamappa,  
B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, B.A Basavaraja S/o Anjanappa, B.S.Basavaraju S/o. Anjanappa, Kamakshamma, 
Kamakshamma, Venkatalakshmamma D/o Kemmapayya, Nagaraj P s/o Patalapaa, P Nanjappa s/o Patalappa, Venkatamma 
w/o Narayanappa , Shakuntala w/o Maregowda, Santosh s/o Maregowda , Preethi s/o Maregowd, Kanthamma w/o Muniraju
Nagarathnamma W/o Kenchappa, C Sonnegowda, C Sonnegowda, C sonnegowda, C Sonnegowda, Muniyappa s/o late 
Doddathimmarayappa, S. Prashanth S/o C Sonnegowda, C.Sonnegowda, Soneegowda, Jagadish N, C.Sonnegowda,  
C Sonnegowda, C Sonnegowda, Rajagopal P, Venkatamma w/o Narayanappa , Shakuntala w/o Maregowda, Santosh s/o 
Maregowda, Preethi s/o Maregowda, Munithayamma W/o Late Narayanappa, Munithayamma W/o Late Narayanappa, 
C Sonnegowda, ,C Sonnegowda, C Sonnegowda, C.Sonnegowda, C sonnegowda, C sonnegowda, B. Prakash S/o late 
Byarappa,, B Prakash s/o Bayrappa,Shiivakumar S/o. Narayanaswamy ,N. Prathap, N Kavya, N Shivakumar, Venkatesh N, N 
Srinivasyya S/o RT Narayanaswamy, Bagayamma W/o Muniraju N, C.Sonnegowda, B.Vidyashankar S/o T N Balasubramanyam, 
Chethana K.A, Patallappa M S/o late Munishamappa, Rajesh R S/o Late Ramanna, Manjunath s/o Narayanappa, 
Muneerappa Aliyas Muneeraiah M S/o Late Muniswamappa, Uma d/o Nanjappa, Padma d/o Nanjappa, Ramesh d/o 
Nanjappa, Prakash d/o Nanjappa, Prakash S/o. Late R.M. Nanjappa, Ramesh s/o late Nanjappa, narayanappa s/o 
late Muniveerappa (40/13), Lakshmamma W/o Late Sonnappa (Sy No. 40/3 podi Sy No.40/14), jayamma w/o late 
Ramanna, Sonnegowda, Narayanappa, P Krishnappa, Ramesh, Ramanna, Shanthakumar, Anand, Rathnamma, 
Sonnegowda, S. Prashanth S/o C. Sonnegowda, Uma d/o Nanjappa, Padma d/o Nanjappa, Ramesh d/o Nanjappa, 
Prakash d/o Nanjappa, S. Prashanth S/o C. Sonnegowda, Uma d/o Nanjappa, Padma d/o Nanjappa, Ramesh d/o 
Nanjappa, Prakash d/o Nanjappa, C Sonnegowda S/o Late Chowdagowda, Kamakshamma W/o Late M. Chandrashekar, 
Gowramma W/o Late Patalappa, Narayanappa S/o Late Thammaiah, Srinivasaiah S/o Narayanaswamygowda, Venkatesh N
Bhaghyamma W/o Muniraju, sonnegowda C s/o Chowdegowda, sonnegowda C s/o Chowdegowda, sonnegowda C s/o 
Chowdegowda, C.Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, Gowramma w/o Sonnegowda, C.Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, 
C.Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, C.Sonnegowda, C.Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, C.Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, 
Thyagaraju s/o Ramanjinappa, Gowramma w/o Sonnegowda, Venkatesh M, Srinivasaiah s/o R T Narayanaswamygowda, 
Jayaram B, Rukmaniyamma, B Lokesh, Manjunatha, Lakshmamma, Sumithramma, Sampathkumar, Manjula, Venkatesh M, 
N.Narayana S/o Late R.T Narayanaswamy gowda, Ramaswamy N S/o Narayanaswamygowda, Venkatesh N, jayaram, sujendra, 
akkayamma, narayanaswamy, nagaraj, devaraj, N Raadhamma W/oSubbramani, Manjula W/o N Rammayayya, N. Ambuja W/o 
M. Kempegowda, Niramala N, Sarojamma N, jayamma, munegowda, sumithra, shantha, rathnamma, roopa, mamatha, baby, 
bharathi, murali, vasantha, rajamma, rakesh, savanthi, indramma, manjunath, renuka, bhoomika gowda Bhagyamma W/o Late 
N.Muniraju, Mamatha M, N.Narayan S/o Late R.T Narayanaswamy gowda, N.Narayan S/o Late R.T Narayanaswamy gowda, N 
Ramswamy S/o late Narayanaswamy Gowda, Narayan s/o RT Narayanaswamy Gowda, Venkatesh N S/o Late Narayanaswamy, 
jayamma, munegowda, sumithra, shantha, rathnamma, roopa, mamatha, baby, bharathi, murali, vasantha, rajamma, rakesh, 
savanthi, indramma, manjunath, renuka, bhoomika gowda, jayaram, sujendra, akkayamma, narayanaswamy, nagaraj, devaraj, 
Manjulamma w/o late D Muniraju, Narayanappa s/o late Vajramuniyappa Sonnappa s/o Late Vajramuniyappa, shivakumar R.S , 
Manjunath R. S , Vijayakumar R.S , SrinivasMurthy s/o late Surya narayana and late Jayamma, Chinnamma W/o late Patalappa 
(54/4), Kempamma bin pillappa, Kamakshamma d/o Narayanamma , Gowramma w/o Patalappa, Naraynappa, jayaram, sujendra, 
akkayamma, narayanaswamy, nagaraj, devaraj, jayamma, munegowda, sumithra, shantha, rathnamma, roopa, mamatha, baby, 
bharathi, murali, vasantha, rajamma, rakesh, savanthi, indramma, manjunath, renuka, bhoomika gowda, Bhagyamma w/o 
Muniraju, Narayan s/o R T Narayanaswamygowda, Venkatamma w/o Narayanappa, Shakuntala w/o Maregowda, Santosh s/o 
Maregowda, Preethi d/o Maregowda, Narayanaswamy S/o. late Byanna, Patallappa M S/o late Munishamappa, Shashidhar M 
, Shreedhar S/o late Muniraju, Shashidhar M , Shreedhar S/o late Muniraju, Venkatesh. N, jayaram K, sujendra K, akkayamma 
K, narayanaswamy K, nagaraj K, devaraj K, jayamma, munegowda, A. sumithra, A. shantha, rathnamma, Asha S. Roopa 
S, mamatha, baby, bharathi, murali, vasantha, rajamma, rakesh, S. Savanthi, B. Indramma, Manjunath, Renuka, Bhoomika 
Gowda, C.Sonnegowda, Sonnappa s/o Late Vajramuniyappa, C.Sonnegowda, Narayanappa s/o late Vajramuniyappa, Nagaraju 
S/o Late Patalappa, vijendra p s/o patalappa, C.Sonnegowda, C Sonnegowda S/o Late Chowdagowda, C Sonnegowda S/o Late 
Chowdagowda, C Sonnegowda S/o Late Chowdagowda, C Sonnegowda S/o Late Chowdagowda, Muniakkyamma W/o RM 
Patalappa, Sonnegowda s/o Chowdegowda, Ramareddy S/o late Subbarayappa
Village: Shyamarajapura:
K Suresh S/o Late B M Kempegowda, Shobha W/o Late B K Srinivasamurthy & Venkatesh S/o Late B K Srinivasamurthy, 
Kodandaramaiah S/o Late B M Kempegowda, B.S Prasanna kumar s\o Late B.M.Srinivasa Gowda., H.M.Bhagyalakshmamma. 
M Chandrashekar Reddy, H.M.Bhagyalakshmamma., M Chandrashekar Reddy, Kodandaramaiah S/o Late B M Kempegowda, 
H M Bhagyalakshamma, M Chandrashekar Reddy, H M Bhagyalakshamma, M Chandrashekar Reddy, K Manjunath Babu, 

K Manjunath Babu, K Hemalatha W/o R Jagadeesh, K Prashanth, k Naveen Kumar S/o Late Krishnappa, K Prashanth 
bin K Krishnappa, B. N Jagadish s\o B.M.Narayanaswamy Gowda, B. N Venkatesh s\o B.M.Narayanaswamy gowda, B N 
Vishalakshamma, B. N Jagadish s\o B.M.Narayanaswamy Gowda, B R Theertha Prasad S/o B M Ramachandregowda, Sridhar 
Murthy, B R Komala W/o Sunil, Pushpa B R W/o Harish H, B R Geetha, H.M.Bhagyalakshmamma, H M Bhagyalakshamma
M Chandrashekar Reddy, H M Bhagyalakshamma, M Chandrashekar Reddy
Village:Somashettihalli:
N Giriraju S/o H A Narayana Reddy, N Giriraju S/o H A Narayana Reddy, Kantamma W/o Late P V Lakshman Reddy, J N 
Karthik S/o Jagadeesh reddy, Netravathi W/o Jagadeesh Reddy, P C Balakrishna Reddy, NULL, M Narayanaswamy S/o 
Late Masthanappa Reddy, Gajendra S M S/o M H Shamanna, Prithvi Narayan S/o Late H G Narayan and Sachin Narayan 
S/o  Late H G Narayan, N Lakshman S/o Narayanappa, Swarna Latha w/o Krishna Murthy. Narayana s/o Late Nagappa, 
Sridhar s/o Late nagappa, Narasimha murthy s/o Late nagappa, K Munishankar K & K Krishnamurthy Son’s of Late 
Keshavamurthy, Puspalatha W/o Late H Ningaraju, Arun Kumar N S/o Late H Ningaraju, Ajay Kumar N S/o Late H Ningaraju & 
Avinash N S/o Late H Ningaraju, Doddamuniyappa S/o Subbaiah,Muniyamma W/o Bylappa, B Puttahanumantaraju S/o Late  
Bylappa, A Anayya S/o Late Bylappa, Subbaiah S/o Muniyappa, S Minuraju S/o K M Sonnappa, S Minuraju S/o K M Sonnappa 
& Sujatha Muniraju W/o S Muniraju, H Rajanna S/o Hanumegowda, Hanumantharayappa S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa, 
Krishnappa A S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa & Siddalingappa S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa, P C Chandrappa Reddy, M 
Narayanaswamy S/o Mastanappa, P C Chandrappa Reddy M &Narayanaswamy S/o Mastanappa, Hanumantarayappa S/o 
Late Anjanappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Chikka Anjinappa & Siddalingappa C S/o Late Chikkanjinappa, Hanumantarayappa 
S/o Late Anjanappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Chikka Anjinappa & Siddalingappa C S/o Late Chikkanjinappa, Aswathamma 
D/o Masthanappa Reddy W/o Late Chikkanna, M Satyanarayanareddy S/o H Muniswamyreddy, M Satyanaraya Reddy 
S/o H Munishami Reddy, S Muniraju S/o K M Sonnappa, Jyalakshmi W/o Late Garudappa, Ganganna S/o Ramaiah, 
Thimmaiah S/o Ramaiah, Manjunath T S/o Thimmaiah, T Satish S/o Thimmaiah & T Ramesh S/o Thimmaiah, B Mariyappa
B Mariyappa, Byranna S/o Late Munibyrappa, Siddanna S/o Late Munibyrappa, Chikkamma W/o Late Muddappa, S Mahesh,  
S Muniraju, Gangadhar S/o Siddappa, H Gangappa S/o Late Huchappa, M Narayaswamy S/o Mastanappa Reddy, M 
Shantamma, Narasimaiah S/o Late Muthurayappa, Narayanappa S/o Late Muthurayappa, M Chikkanna S/o Late Muthurayappa,  
M Nagaraju S/o Late Muthurayappa,, S Gajendra S/o M H Shamanna, S Gajendra S/o M H Shamanna, Narasimaiah S/o Late 
Muthurayappa, Narayanappa S/o Late Muthurayappa, M Chikkanna S/o Late Muthurayappa, M Nagaraju S/o Late Muthurayappa,, 
Gajendra S M S/o M H Shamanna, Gajendra S M S/o M H Shamanna, A Gangadharaiah, M G Srinivasraju S/o N Ganeshraju, 
N Ganeshraju S/o Narasaraju, M Gurucharan Sindhe S/o S Manjunath Siindhe & Ashuthosh Sindhe S/o S Manjunath Sindhe, 
M Narayanswamy S/o Mastanapparedy, Kumari Rashmi D/o Late G Shivakumar, G Manjunath S/o Gangadharaiah, Satish 
Kumar G S/o Gangadharaiah, M Shivakumar S/o Munishamappa, R Thimmaiah S/o Ramaiah   Manjunath S/o Thimmaiah   T 
Satish S/o Thimmaiah   T Ramesh S/o Thimmaiah, “R Thimmaiah S/o Ramaiah   Manjunath S/o Thimmaiah   T Satish S/o 
Thimmaiah   T Ramesh S/o Thimmaiah, A Nagaraju   A Gangadharaiah, Kempamma W/o Nanjappa,   Chikkananjundappa, 
Siddalinganna S/o Nanjundappa, Gangadharaiah S/o Late Nanjundappa, Sunandamma W/o Late Nanjappa, R Shivakumar S/o 
Rajgopal, K Narayanaswamy S/o K C Krishnappa, Harish Mrutanjayappa Nesui    Ranganath Lenkanuar, A Nagaraju S/o Late 
Arasappa, Gowramm, M Kumar, Anusuyamma, Shankaramma, Shankaraiah, Shivananda & Mallamma, Harish Mrutanjayappa 
Nesui & Ranganath Lenkanuar, K Ananthapadmanabha S/o Late Krishnamurthy, Gowramm, M Kumar,  Anusuyamma, 
Shankaramma, Shankaraiah, Shivananda &  Mallamma, Gowramm,  M Kumar, Anusuyamma,    Shankaramma, Shankaraiah, 
Shivananda &  Mallamma, Byrappa S/o Late Byrappa, M Lakshmaiah S/o Late Pullaiah, Puttabyrappa S/o Late Puttamuniyappa, 
Puttabyrappa S/o Late Puttamuniyappa, P Muddappa S/o Late Puttappa, P Byregowda S/o Late Puttappa, 
M Nanjappa S/o Mallaiah, Nanjundappa. M S/o Mallaiah, M Nanjappa S/o Mallaiah, Lakshmamma W/o Siddappa, Sunandamma 
W/o Late M Nanjappa, G Manjunath S/o N Gangadharaiah, Kumari Rashmi S D/o Late G Shivakumar & Late Rekha M & Sister 
of Manoj S, PreetiDiwakaran W/o   Diwakaran, A Nagaraju S/o Late Arasappa, M Nanjappa S/o Mallaiah,
A Nagaraju S/o Late Arasappa, N Chandrashekar, N Chandrashekar, Saraswathamma W/o    V Thimmiah, N Shankar S/o 
Narasimha Murthy, Lakshmamma W/o G Siddappa, Somashekar S/o Late Krishnappa, B Latha W/o A Uday Kumar, B Latha 
W/o A Uday Kumar, Lakshmamma W/o G Siddappa, Saraswathamma W/o    V Thimmiah, Somashekar S/o Late Krishnappa
B Latha W/o A Uday Kumar, Somashekar S/o Late Krishnappa, Somashekar S/o Late Krishnappa, Somashekar S/o Late Krishnappa, 
Krishnamma W/o Late Abdul Raheem, Saraswathamma W/o V Thimmiah, Thimmaiah S/o Late Venkataramanappa, R Sujatha 
W/o S Muniraju, N Paramesh S/o M Nanjappa, V Ramesh S/o Veeranjinappa, Kumari Rashmi D/o Late G Shivakumar Sister Of 
Late Manoj S, G Satish Kumar S/o Ganghadaraiah, G Manjunath S/o Gangadharaiah, Gangadharaiah S/o Late Nanjundappa, 
Chandrashekar S/o Late Nanjundappa, Shankarappa S/o Late Nanjundappa, Siddalinganna S/o Late Nanjundappa, Siddalingappa 
S/o Chikkananjundappa, Malaprakash S W/o Shivaprakash, Gangadaraiah S/o Late Nanjundappa, Chandrashekar S/o Late 
Nanjundappa, Shankarappa S/o Late Nanjundappa, Siddalinganna S/o Late Nanjundappa, Siddalinganna S/o Late Nanjundappa, 
Meenakshi W/o Late Marimuttu, H Gangappa, G Venkatesh, G Govindappa & Byrappa, N Lakshman S/o Narayanappa, 
Shankarappa S/o Late Nanjundappa, Chandrashekar S/o Late Nanjundappa, Gangadaraiah S/o Late Nanjundappa, Mariyappa 
S/o Late Byranna, Puttabyrappa S/o Puttamuniyappa, Byranna, Chikkanna & Muddappa, Mohammed Ayub & Mohammed 
Arbaz, Chikkamma W/o Late Muddappa, P.Byrappa S/o Late   Doddaputtappa yane Puttappa, Mariyappa S/o Byrappa, Govt & 
Sridhar, P.Byrappa S/o Late   Doddaputtappa yane Puttappa, S Gangadhara Swamy, Byranna   Chikkanna   Siddagangamma, 
Chikkamma W/o Late Muddappa, Keremuniyamma W/o Hanumantaiah, S Muniraju S/o K M Sonnappa, Rathnamma W/o Late 
K Krishnappa, Hanumanthappa S/o Late Kariyappa, Kariyappa H S/o Hanumanthappa, Muniyappa S/o Hanumanthappa, H 
Nanjappa S/o Hanumanthappa, Rathnamma W/o Late K Krishnappa, N Ranganath S/o Narsimhamurthy, P C Balakrishna 
Reddy, P C Chandrappa Reddy, M Narayanaswamy, Laleetamma W/o Late Shivanna Urf Shivamallappa, B Manjunath S/o Late 
Byrappa B, B Subhakara S/o Late Byrappa, B Prabhakar S/o Late Byrappa, Lakshmamma W/o G Siddappa, Laleetamma W/o 
Late Somanna, Laleetamma W/o Late Somanna, Sujatha W/o Late K S Hanumantha Kumar, Gayathri S D/o Anjinamma W/o Sri 
Nanda Kumar & Nagarathna S D/o Anjinamma W/o Late Venkatesh, S Muniraju S/o K M Sonnappa
Shivamma W/o Late Ramanjaneya, Nagalakshmamma W/o Late M Rangaswamy, Rajamma W/o Late M Nagaraju, A 
Nagaraju, G Srikantaiah S/o Gangaiah, Sujatha W/o Late K S Hanumantha Kumar, Sujatha W/o Late K S Hanumantha Kumar, 
Gayathri D/o Late M Subbaiah, Nagarathana D/o M Subbaiah & Anjinamma W/o Late M Subbaiah, Gayathri D/o Subbaiah 
W/o Nan Kumar D & Nagarathana D/o Late Subbaiah W/o Late Venkatesh, S Minuraju S/o K M Sonnappa, Laleetamma 
W/o Late K S Lingaraju, Pradeep Kumar S/o Late K S Lingaraju, Dileep Kumar S/o Late K S Lingaraju, Shivamma W/o Late 
Ramanjanappa, S Tyagrajan S/o Late Subbaiahchari, Rudrappa S/o Bandeppa, Laleetamma W/o Somanna, K V Lokesh S/o 
Veera Bharappa, Hanumantharayappa S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa, Krishnappa A S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa & Siddalingappa 
S/o Late Chikkaanjinappa, Thimaiah, Arasappa S/o Late Siddalingappa, Arasappa S/o Late Siddalingappa, Bhagyamma W/o 
Late Siddagangappa, Nanjamariyappa S/o Late Puttaiah, Puneeth Nanjamariyappa, Latha D/o Late Ganghadaraiah, Nandeesh 
S/o Late Siddagangaiah, Vikas S/o Late Siddagangaiah & Manjula D/o Late Ganghadharaiah, Laleetamma W/o Late K S 
Lingaraju, Pradeep Kumar S/o Late K S Lingaraju, Dileep Kumar S/o Late K S Lingaraju, K V Lokesh S/o Veerabhadrappa, 
Manjunath S/o Siddalingappa, K L Pradeep Kumar S/o Late Lingaraju, Laleetamma W/o Somanna, Laleetamma W/o Late 
Somanna, Neelamma w/o R Rajendra, G Kashinath S/o Late M Gangadharaiah, Renukaradhya S/o Late Gangaiah, S Muniraju 
S/o K M Sonnappa, Chikkanna S/o Late Mukadappa, A. Nagaraju s/o Late Arasappa, A Gangadaraiah s/o Late Arasappa, 
Gowramm,  M Kumar, Anusuyamma,    Shankaramma, Shankaraiah,    Shivananda & Mallamma, Hanumantarayappa S/o Late 
Anjanappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Chikka Anjinappa & Siddalingappa C S/o Late Chikkanjinappa, H Rajanna S/o Hanumegowda, 
P C Balakrishna Reddy, P C Chandrappa Reddy, K Mallikarjuna Naidu S/o Mala Kondaiah, M Satyanaraya Reddy, K Maliyappa, 
K Byrappa & K Devaraju, Kavitha D/o V Siddappa & Anil Kumar G S
Muniyappa S/o Munihanumappa, Vinay Bhafna S/o Dhanraj Bhafna.
Village: Vaderahalli :
M YELLAPPA,, RAVISH.S, IMON THOMOS, JACOB THOMOS, MOMANNA THOMOS, VENKATESHAPPA, A PADMAVATHI
R GAYATHRI, LATHA SHEKAR, A Srikar & Y S V K Vasudevrao.
Village: Veearasagara :
V.M Munegowda S/o. Muniyappa @ Motappa, V.M Hanumanthappa S/o. Muniyappa @ Motappa, K Gopal Rao S/o 
Late S. Thimmakrishna Rao, G. Venugopal S/o Sathyanarayam raju, H S Lingappa,  Vasantha S W/o Late Viranjinappa, 
V.M. Balachandra, V. S/o Late Veeranjinappa, Tulasiram V S/o Late Veeranjinappa, Manjunatha V S S/o Nanjappa, S. 
Narayanappa S/o Late D. Sonnappa, G.N. Jagadish S/o Narayanappa, B.N. Sonnedowada S/o Naranayappa, B.N. 
Chennappa S/o Naranayappa, B.N. Lakshmesha S/o Naranayappa, B.N. Babu S/o Naranayappa, B.N. Satish S/o 
Naranayappa, B.N. Jayanna S/o Naranayappa, G. Venugopala S/o Satyanarayana Raju, V.M. Hanumantharayappa S/o 
Late Muniyappa @ Motappa, V.M. Hanumantharayappa S/o Late Muniyappa @ Motappa, V.M. Hanumantharayappa S/o 
Late Muniyappa @ Motappa, V.M. Hanumantharayappa S/o Late Muniyappa @ Motappa, Smt. Rangamma @ Vijayamma, 
K.V. Putttappa S/o Late Veerabhadrappa, K.V. Putttappa S/o Late Veerabhadrappa, Sri Eshwarappa S/o Veerabhadrappa, 
Sri K.M. Veerupakshaiah S/o Late Muddappa, Sri R. Ravishankar S/o Late Rudramuniyappa, Sri K.R. Chandrakumar S/o 
Late Ruddramuniyappa, Sri K.V. Puttappa S/o Veerabhadraiah, Sri K.H. Manjunath, Sri K.H. Nagaraju, Sri K.H. Shankar,  
R. Chandrappa S/o Doddarudrappa, Venkatesh R S/op Ramaswamy, Sri Chennakeshava S/o Late Ramachandrappa, 
Sri Anandkumar S/o Lakshmaiah, V.R.Muniyappa & V.R. Govindaraju S/o Rangappa, Vivekananda B.R & Sri Lakshimisha 
B.R. T. Gopi S/o Late Thimmaiah, Bharath N S/o Narayanappa, Shashikala V.R. W/o R. Srinivasa, Gajendra N & Radha M,  
A Deepak S/o T. Ashwathnarayana, A. Amarnath S/o T. Ashwathnarayana, Dijendranath Chowdary S/o Late Jagabandu 
Chowdary, Dijendranath Chowdary S/o Late Jagabandu Chowdary, Deepak. A  S/o T. Ashwathnarayana, Deepak. 
A  S/o T. Ashwathnarayana, Vijayanandana Chi.Malimatt, Ramarathna W/o Late Ramachandra, Shanthamma W/o Late 
Devaraju, H. Bhadrachalaiah, H. Ramachandraiah, Lakkappa S/o P. Hanumaiah, N. Narasegowda s/o late Gangamma, 
V.M. Suryaprakash S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, Nanjudappa S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, 
Krishnappa  S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, Jayamma  S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, Nagaraju 
S/o Late Doddamarappa, Puttamarappa @ Puttamaraiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, Muniyappa S/o Late Doddamarappa, 
Jayaramaiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, V. Palaniswamy S/o Venkataraju Naidu, Vasantha C W/o Late Veeranjinappa, V.M. 
Balachandra, V S/o Late Veeranjinappa, Tulasiram V S/o Late Veeranjinappa, Dijendranath Chowdry S/o Late Jagabandu 
Chowdry, N. Lakshminarayana S/o D. Narasappa, Bhagyalakshi W/o Late D.L. Ramanna, Bhagyalakshi W/o Late D.L. 
Ramanna, D.R. Lohitheshwara, D.R. Madhusri, Madhusudan S/o M. Puttaswamy, Ravichandra P S/o Late Puttaswamy M, 
Shashikumar P S/o Late Puttaswamy M, T. Gopi S/o Late Thimmaiah & N. Bharath S/o Late Narayanappa, Govindaraju I. 
Raghavareddy S/o T.I. Reddy, Kruthik G.K S/o C. Krishnappa, Kruthika G.K S/o C. Krishnappa, K. Praksh S/o K.Krishnamurthy, 
V.S. Prasannakumar S/o Late Shamachar, V.S. Mohankumar S/o Late Shamachar, S. Padma S/o R. Sudeendrachar  
S. Kamalakshi S/o D.R. Narasimhamurthy, Smt Indira, V.S. W/o Y.K. Gopalarao, S. Radha W/o D.R. Nanjundamurthy, 
Rathna W/o C.L. Ravindranath, Smt Swobhagyamma W/o Late Vijayakuar, Muninanjamma @ Nanjamma, Jayaram R. S/o 
M. Ramaiah, Jayaram R. S/o M. Ramaiah, Jayaram R. S/o M. Ramaiah, Nanjappa S/o Late Doddamuniyappa, Nanjappa S/o 
Late Doddamuniyappa, V.M. Suryaprakash S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, Nanjundappa S/o Late Munimarappa 
@ Chikkamarappa, Krishnappa S/o Late Munimarappa @ Chikkamarappa, Jayamma W/o Gangaraj.R, Nagaraju S/o Late 
Doddamarappa,, Jayaramaiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, V.R. Santhoshkumar, Puttamarappa Urf Puttamaraiah S/o Late 
Doddamarappa,, Shanthamma W/o Late H. Devaraju,,H. Bhadrachalaiah S/o P. Hanumaiah Lakkappa S/o P. Hanumaiah, 
Smt Indramma H. S/o P. Hanumaiah, P. Balajibabu S/o Late P. Vekatachalashetty,Manjula R. W/o Nagesha, Gayathridevi R 
W/o Muniyanjani G.A, Vasantha C W/o V.M. Veeranjinappa, Tulasiram S/o Late Veeranjinappa, V.M. Balachandra S/o Late 
Veeranjinappa, Gayathridevi R W/o Muniyanjini G.A, Jayaram R S/o M. Ramaiah, Balajibabu S/o Late Venkatachalapathi 
Shetty, H Ramachandraiah S/o P. Hanumaiah, Muninanjamma @ Nanjamma, Chikkahanumakka @ Chinnahanumakka, 
Rathnamma, Jayaram R S/o M Ramaiah, R. Sharadamma W/o Rajanna, Guruswamy S/o Late K.Ramaiah, Kapinegowda 
S/o Late K. Ramaiah, Venkatesh R S/o Ramaswamy, Krishnappa S/o Late Munimarappa Urf Chikkamarappa, Venkatesh R 
S/o Ramaswamy, Krishnappa S/o Late Munimarappa Urf Chikkamarappa, Jayaramaiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, Muniyappa 
S/o Late Doddamarappa, Nagaraju S/o Doddamarappa, Suryaprakash V.M. S/o Late Munimarappa Urf Chikkamarappa, 
Nanjunappa S/o Late Munimarappa Urf Chikkamarappa, Puttamarappa @ Puttamaraiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, Nagaraju 
S/o Doddamarappa, Muniyappa S/o Late Doddamarappa, Jayaramaiah S/o Late Doddamarappa, Naveenkumar S/o 
Chikkamuniyappa, Lakshmamma, Bhagyamma, Marappa, kamalamma S , N. Lakshminaraya S/o D. Narasappa, Puttappa S/o 
Late Nanjappa, Raju C S/o Late Chikkanarasappa

Bangalore Development AuthorityN.A. Haris
Hon’ble MLA, Shanthinagar Assembly 

Constituency & Chairman, BDA

“BDA thanks all the landowners for their valuable contribution and 
cooperation, and the Hon’ble Judiciary for its guidance.” 

Other 2011 landowners with title-related or legal issues.  They may 
approach BDA with clear title for claiming their sites which has 

been already allotted.

(24x7) Helpline / Whatsapp: 9483166622   @BDAOfficialGok
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Trekking in Western Ghats to face strict new rules
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
State authorities are cracking 
down on unregulated hiking 
following an alarming surge 
in fatal accidents and missing 
person cases across regional 
wilderness zones. Officials 
announced a sweeping over-
haul of trail protocols de-
signed to curb rising casual-
ties in the rugged terrain of 
the Western Ghats and sur-
rounding timberlands. Recent 
months have brought a dis-
tressing wave of woodland 
emergencies, sparking intense 
public concern over outdoor 
safety.

A string of devastating inci-
dents catalyzed the policy 
shift. Tragedy struck when a 
young child fell victim to a 

predator attack in the Male 
Mahadeshwara Hills, while a 
separate mishap claimed the 
life of a hiker navigating the 
treacherous Bandaje waterfall 
path. Meanwhile, a visitor 
from a neighboring state van-
ished entirely along the Tadi-
yandamol trail before forest 
rangers launched a successful 
rescue operation. Such close 

calls highlight a growing vul-
nerability among weekend 
explorers unfamiliar with the 
raw hazards of deep timber-
land.

Under the fresh framework, 
authorities have mapped thir-
ty-nine authorized paths, insti-
tuting strict visitor caps on each 
trail. This carrying-capacity 
threshold prevents overcrowd-

ing, safeguarding delicate eco-
systems while lowering the 
odds of individuals straying 
from the group. Furthermore, 
mandatory GPS tracking devic-
es will accompany every party 

entering the wilderness, allow-
ing rangers to monitor move-
ments in real time.

Communities neighboring 
these natural sanctuaries will 
also play a pivotal role. Local 
residents are receiving profes-
sional instruction to serve as 
certified nature guides, bring-
ing invaluable terrain exper-
tise to visiting groups. Sig-
nage across major routes is 
undergoing a massive upgrade 
to prevent travelers from los-
ing their way. Emergency re-
sponse squads will maintain a 
constant physical presence, 
ready to deploy instantly 
should trouble arise.

Restricted zones with heavy 
predator activity face a total 
shutdown to protect both peo-
ple and wildlife.

SAFE TREKKING FRAMEWORK

HIV survivors face 
higher heart disease 

risk: Reports

Gang extorts lakhs, 
steals cash after luring 

man via dating app

PM praises Bengaluru 
street vendor in 137th 

‘Mann Ki Baat’

CH NEWS, BENGALURU 
Doctors in Bengaluru have 

issued a strong warning 
that people living with HIV 
face a much higher risk of 

heart disease compared to 
others. Medical experts at 
the Jayadeva Heart Insti-
tute explain that the virus 

triggers ongoing inflamma-
tion, which damages blood 

vessels and raises heart 
attack dangers. Even with 
effective virus treatment, 

aging patients remain vul-
nerable to blocked arteries. 

Specialists advise every-
one with HIV to schedule 
regular ECG screenings, 

manage their blood pres-
sure, quit smoking, and 

maintain a healthy lifestyle 
to protect their long-term 
health and prevent dan-

gerous complications.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A young man looking for 
love on a dating app fell 

into a dangerous trap after 
a woman invited him to 

meet at a pub near Elec-
tronics City. Once he arrived, 

she picked him up in a car 
and drove him to a dark, 
isolated spot. Four men 

suddenly appeared, threat-
ened to kill him, and bun-

dled him into another vehi-
cle. The gang forced him to 

reveal his ATM PIN, stole 
cash, and transferred lakhs 
online. After terrorizing him 
all night, they dumped him 
near a metro station. Local 

police have launched a 
manhunt for the criminals.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi praised a Bengaluru 
street vendor named 

Ningamma during his 137th 
Mann Ki Baat broadcast. 
Originally from Hassan, 
Ningamma runs a small 
roadside food hotel near 

the Hosahalli Metro Station 
on Magadi Road. She suc-

cessfully turned her life 
around after taking finan-

cial support through the PM 
Swanidhi scheme, which 

empowers street vendors. 
With the profits earned 
from her hard work, she 

achieved self-reliance and 
managed to provide a good 
education for her children. 

Modi highlighted her inspir-
ing journey as a prime ex-

ample of women’s empow-
erment and grassroots eco-
nomic growth across India.

No confusion: Vijayendra 
clears air on padayatra

Karnataka BJP chief B.Y. Vijayendra brushes off alliance friction, uniting with 
H.D. Kumaraswamy for September's sweeping anti-government padayatra.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Karnataka BJP State President 
B.Y. Vijayendra has firmly 
dismissed any internal divi-
sion or confusion surrounding 
the party's upcoming an-
ti-government padayatra, as-
serting that he has directly 
coordinated with key coali-
tion partner leader H.D. Ku-
maraswamy to ensure com-
plete alignment ahead of the 
demonstrations.

Addressing media person-
nel at the BJP state office Ja-
gannath Bhavan in Mallesh-
waram, Vijayendra responded 
to recent remarks made by 
Union Minister Kumaras-
wamy, who had publicly 
questioned the rationale of 
holding a massive protest 
march following the resigna-
tion of embattled minister B. 
Nagendra. While Kumaras-
wamy had noted a lack of co-
ordination regarding the pre-
cise timing and scope of the 
protest, Vijayendra clarified 
that Nagendra's departure is 
merely one of ten critical is-

sues driving the upcoming 
state-wide agitation.

"I myself have spoken di-
rectly to H.D. Kumaraswamy 
regarding the march, and we 
sat down together in the pres-
ence of Opposition Leader R. 
Ashok to iron out all details," 
Vijayendra stated, emphasiz-
ing that senior central leader-

ship has greenlit the initiative. 
"This padayatra is not built on 
a single talking point. We are 
marching to hold the ruling 
Congress government ac-
countable across eight to ten 
major areas of governance 
failure and corruption."

The scheduled demonstra-
tion, which kicks off in Ling-
asugur on September 1, will 
tackle a broad spectrum of 
grievances. Prominent among 
them is the high-profile Val-
miki Development Corpora-
tion scam, where the BJP is 
demanding the immediate 

restitution of one hundred 
eighty-five crores of misap-
propriated public funds back 
into the corporation. Other 
core pillars of the march in-
clude pushing for the imple-
mentation of the Hosapete 
parallel reservoir project in 
Koppal, fulfilling unkept elec-
toral promises to generate two 
and a half lakh jobs for local 
youth, addressing severe in-
frastructure stagnation across 
North Karnataka, and de-
m a n d i n g  r e l i e f  f o r 
drought-stricken agricultural 
districts.

Sector / Issue Core demand & details
Financial scandals Return misused Valmiki Corporation funds (Rs 185 

crores) and account for SEP/TSP fund allocations.

Infrastructure Implement the Hosapete parallel reservoir pro-
ject in Koppal without further delays.

Employment Fulfill poll promises by providing jobs to 2.5 
lakh unemployed youth in the state.

Regional & social concerns Address North Karnataka development gaps, 
drought relief, and safeguard social reservations.

Issues highlighting the march

Nagendra's resignation is 
just one part of our protest. 

We are marching forward with a 
comprehensive list of ten major 
issues affecting the state.

- State BJP President B.Y. Vijayendra

Tejasvi Surya, Yellappa 
Reddy lead protest 
over 5 % park rule

Citizens, environmentalists, 
and leaders unite in 

Bengaluru, marching from 
Lalbagh and launching a 

postcard campaign to 
fiercely oppose park 
commercialization.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Anger is boiling over across 
Karnataka's tech capital as 
citizens, environmentalists, 
and political leaders push 
back against a controversial 
legislative amendment. A 
massive walking protest was 
recently organized starting 
from the west gate of Lal-
bagh, directly targeting the 
state government's decision to 
allow 5 percent of park land 
across the state to be used for 
commercial purposes under 
the newly passed Parks Con-
servation Amendment Bill.

Prominent figures led the 
charge against the policy 
shift, including veteran envi-
ronmentalist Yellappa Reddy 
and local Member of Parlia-
ment Tejasvi Surya. They 
were joined by a coalition of 
civic groups, pro-Kannada 
activists, and daily walkers. 
High-profile participants also 
included Union Minister 
Shobha Karandlaje, MLA 
C.K. Ramamurthy, MPs Dr. 
Manjunath and P.C. Mohan, 
alongside well-known film 
personalities like Samyukta 

Horanadu, Pranitha Subhash, 
and Sudha Belawadi.

While the state government 
defends the amendment as a 
necessary step toward urban 
development, critics argue it 
threatens crucial green lungs. 
Protesters stressed that while 
nobody opposes progress, 
carving out commercial spac-
es inside historical green 
zones like Lalbagh - home to 
ancient rock formations—is a 
destructive mistake made 
without public consultation.

In addition to the physical 
march, a creative grassroots 
campaign has gained im-
mense momentum. Residents 
have launched a massive 
postcard movement right out-
side Lalbagh's west gate, urg-
ing citizens to mail direct ap-
peals to the Chief Minister. 
Organizers set an ambitious 
target of collecting and send-
ing 3,000 protest letters, 
building on a previous batch 
of 1,000 letters written by 
worried urban residents just a 
day prior.

Protesters hope these 
mounting actions will compel 
the administration to rethink 
the commercialization policy 
and safeguard the city's re-
maining ecological heritage.

Kumaraswamy questions govt 
handling of KPSC scandals 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy launched a fero-
cious broadside against the 
ruling Congress administra-
tion in Karnataka, zeroing in 
on deep-seated corruption 
scandals, widespread admin-
istrative irregularities, and 
alleged government-backed 
manipulation surrounding the 
Karnataka Public Service 
Commission.

Addressing a high-stakes 
media conference at the Jana-
ta Dal (Secular) office, Ku-
maraswamy directed sharp 
scrutiny toward Home Minis-
ter Priyank Kharge, demand-
ing full transparency regard-
ing the handling of suspended 
KPSC Secretary Gyanendra 
Kumar. The senior politician 
alleged that Kumar, who had 
been detained in connection 
with sweeping recruitment 
irregularities, was covertly 
brought back from another 
state and sheltered in a resort 
near Devanahalli for three 
days under official protection.

"Who sent the IAS officer 
to Delhi, and who gave him 
permission?" Kumaraswamy 
challenged, pointing out the 
suspicious timeline surround-
ing the investigation. "After 
sending him to Delhi, when 

s o m e t h i n g 
went wrong, 
his associates 
moved him 
across state 
lines. Once 
the Internal 
Security Di-
vision raided 
and initiated a probe, he was 
brought back to Devanahalli 
and kept hidden in a resort for 
three days. Who arranged that 
hospitality? Don't you have 
any intelligence on this?"

The former Chief Minister 
also fired back at attempts by 
the ruling establishment to 
deflect blame onto past ad-
ministrations regarding histor-
ical KPSC appointments. Re-
jecting accusations concern-
ing his own tenure between 
2006 and 2007, Kumaras-
wamy emphasized that he 
consciously elevated qualified 
individuals from marginalized 
communities to high offices 
rather than favoring personal 
relatives or narrow caste cir-
cles, explicitly noting that he 
appointed a member of the 
Dalit community to head the 
commission during his term.

Shifting focus to current ad-
ministrative scandals, Ku-
maraswamy exposed glaring 
systemic failures in recent 
government recruitments, cit-

ing the Rural Development 
and Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment appointments where 
twenty-four candidates re-
ceived appointment orders 
despite express written objec-
tions from the KPSC chair-
man and secretary.

Allegations and 
counter-claims

• �Resort Exams: The Union Minis-
ter accused authorities of allowing 
candidates to bypass fair testing 
methods through improper re-
sort-based arrangements.

• �Legal Failures: He pointed out 
that despite clear letters from 
KPSC leadership requesting the 
stoppage of controversial RDPR 
appointment lists, the govern-
ment proceeded to distribute or-
ders to 24 candidates.

• �Court Stays: Highlighting recent 
judicial interventions, Kumaras-
wamy noted that the HC recently 
issued a stay on Irrigation Depart-
ment junior engineer appoint-
ments due to glaring process flaws.

The officer was 
brought back 

and kept in a resort for 
three days. Who gave 
permission, and who is 
protecting them?

-Union Minister  
H.D. Kumaraswamy

• �Carrying Capacity Limits: Strict dai-
ly caps will restrict excessive tourist 
traffic and ease environmental strain.

• �Mandatory Guides: Local youth are 
receiving professional training to serve 
as official nature guides for groups.

• �GPS Tracking: Real-time location 
tools and digital monitoring systems 
will trace trekker movements to pre-
vent anyone from getting lost. 

• �Rapid Response Teams: Enhanced 
security personnel will be stationed to 
instantly mobilize during emergencies.

New safety measures

Al-Hind terror conspirator 
receives 7 year sentence 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

A special National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) court in 
Bengaluru has sentenced 
Syed Fasiur Rehman, a key 
accused in the high-profile 
Al-Hind ISIS terror conspira-
cy case, to 7 years of rigorous 
imprisonment alongside a fine 
of 48000 rupees. 

The high-stakes legal pro-
ceedings trace back to Janu-
ary 10, 2020, when the Ben-
galuru Police initially regis-
tered a case before the probe 
was officially handed over to 
the NIA later that month. Fed-
eral investigators have since 
filed three comprehensive 
charge sheets targeting 20 in-
dividuals linked to the under-
ground network. 

Rehman marks the second 
major conviction in the trial 
which commenced in October 
2025 following the sentencing 
of co-accused Haneef Khan 
earlier in July after a guilty 
plea. 

According to the NIA's ex-
tensive findings, the broader 
terrorist plot was mastermind-

ed by prime accused Meha-
boob Pasha. Pasha allegedly 
hosted a series of clandestine 
meetings at his residence in 
the Gurappanapalya neighbor-
hood of Bengaluru. The radi-
calized cell plotted targeted 
assassinations designed to 
spark violent communal un-
rest, all in furtherance of the 
proscribed Islamic State's 
agenda to establish a local ter-
ritorial province in India. 

Investigators established 
that Rehman actively partici-
pated in these secretive ses-
sions. 

Beyond the planning phase, 
he directly facilitated logisti-
cal preparations by purchas-
ing outdoor tents and tactical 
knives from a commercial 
Decathlon sports showroom 
to train cell members during 
militant jungle camps. 

Federal anti-terror authori-
ties confirmed that the judi-
cial process remains active as 
teams continue working to 
identify and track down the 
shadowy online handlers who 
orchestrated the module from 
overseas.

MINISTER GOWDA TAKES ACTION OVER STREET LIGHT FAILURE 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU 

 
Urban Development Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda has 
launched an aggressive crack-
down on municipal negligence 
after a surprise night inspec-
tion exposed widespread infra-
structural failures across the 
city's key thoroughfares. The 
decisive intervention follows 

months of mounting public 
frustration and repeated ad-
ministrative warnings regard-
ing dark, hazardous roads that 
compromise commuter safety.

The crisis came to light 
when the minister conducted 
an unannounced spot check 
along the major corridor 
stretching from Hudson Circle 
to Chalukya Circle. Despite 

this high-profile stretch sitting 
directly adjacent to vital civic 
hubs, the city court complex, 
and the official residence of 
the High Court Chief Justice, 
the ground reality proved 
shocking. Out of 222 electric 
poles inspected along this 
high-density route, a stagger-
ing 140 streetlights were com-
pletely non-functional. Thou-

sands of vehicles and pedestri-
ans navigate this critical artery 
every single minute, turning 
the pitch-black stretch into a 
serious safety hazard.

Frustration among top lead-
ership has been simmering for 
weeks. State authorities had 
previously convened multiple 
high-level review meetings 
with Greater Bengaluru Au-

thority (GBA) electrical engi-
neers and private contractors, 
issuing explicit directives to 
overhaul urban illumination. 
Officials were given strict 
deadlines to mend or replace 
faulty fixtures under an expan-
sive LED transition initiative 
designed to slash municipal 
power consumption by over 
sixty percent.

Water released to canals as 
key Karnataka dams fill up 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Monsoon showers continue to 
drench several parts of Karna-
taka, bringing steady water 
into major dams across the 
state. Farmers are finding re-
lief as important reservoirs in 
both the Cauvery and Krishna 
river basins fill up nicely to 
support ongoing agricultural 
work.

The Harangi reservoir in 
Kodagu district stands out as 
it sits right on the brink of its 
maximum capacity. Sitting at 
2,858.70 feet against a maxi-
mum mark of 2,859 feet, it is 
getting an inflow of 3,695 cu-
secs while releasing 2,963 
cusecs of water down below.

Up north, the massive Al-
matti Dam across the Krishna 
River in the Vijayapura dis-
trict is also touching its peak 
limit. Its water level has 
reached 519.57 meters, just a 
tiny fraction away from the 
maximum limit of 519.60 me-
ters. Strong inflows of 24,846 
cusecs are rushing into the 
dam, prompting authorities to 
manage the flow by releasing 
26,883 cusecs.

Meanwhile, water manage-
ment is in full swing in the 
Cauvery basin. The Krish-

narajasagara (KRS) dam in 
Mandya is holding a current 
level of 110.28 feet, out of its 
total 124.80 feet limit. It cur-
rently stores 31.923 TMC of 
water. The dam is seeing an 
inflow of 6,377 cusecs, with 
7,178 cusecs flowing outward 
to meet local needs.

Down in Mysuru, the Kabi-
ni reservoir is maintaining 
healthy levels too. Sitting at 
71.32 feet against a maximum 
of 84 feet, it holds a total stor-
age of 12.33 TMC. Water of-
ficials report an inflow of 
4,961 cusecs here. 

To help local farming com-
munities, authorities are re-
leasing water directly into 
both the river and canals. The 
outflow breaks down into 
6,600 cusecs flowing into the 
river and another 1,600 cu-
secs heading straight into the 
canals, bringing the total out-
flow to 8,260 cusecs.

Karnataka 
launches 1,250 

public EV 
charging stations 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Electric vehicle drivers across 
Karnataka are set to experi-
ence a major boost in travel 
convenience. The state gov-
ernment is actively rolling out 
a comprehensive plan to in-
stall 1,250 public electric ve-
hicle charging stations across 
various government-owned 
properties. Backed by the 
central government's 'PM 
E-DRIVE' scheme, this initia-
tive aims to clear the biggest 
hurdle for electric vehicle 
owners by expanding reliable 
charging infrastructure. 

Energy Department Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Gaurav 
Gupta recently led a crucial 
meeting with senior officials 
from different departments, 
including BESCOM, to fast-
track the project. 

Authorities have been in-
structed to quickly hand over 
identified spaces. Out of 687 
locations initially surveyed by 
the Union Ministry of Heavy 
Industries, 515 sites have al-
ready earned official approval 
during the first phase of the 
rollout. 

These upcoming charging 
hubs are divided into two pri-
mary categories to maximize 
public accessibility.



TASHKENT
 

India and Uzbekistan on Sun-
day elevated their ties to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership and agreed to work to-
wards a long-term uranium 
supply arrangement, as the two 
countries moved to expand co-
operation in defence, trade, 
energy and connectivity.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced the upgrade 
after talks with Uzbek Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev. The 
decision coincides with the 
15th anniversary of the strate-
gic partnership between the 
two countries.

“On this special occasion, 
we have decided to elevate our 
relations to a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership. We will 
move forward by setting con-
crete goals within this new 
framework,” PM Modi said at 
a joint press conference with 
Mirziyoyev.

The two countries will es-
tablish a Coordination Coun-
cil led by their foreign minis-
ters to guide different areas of 
bilateral cooperation. Their 
existing joint commission 
will also be upgraded from 
the secretary level to the min-
isterial level. 

Modi described Uzbekistan 
as being “at the heart of Cen-
tral Asia” and central to In-
dia’s engagement with the re-
gion.

Defence ties, zero
tolerance on terror 
PM Modi said close defence 
and security cooperation be-
tween India and Uzbekistan 
reflected the deep mutual trust 
between the two countries.

“In the coming years, we 
will promote direct linkages, 
co-production and co-develop-
ment between the defence in-
dustries of our two countries.” 

The PM said India and Uz-
bekistan viewed terrorism, ex-

tremism and separatism as ma-
jor challenges to regional sta-
bility and shared a policy of 
zero tolerance towards them.

Trade target set at $5 bn 
Modi said bilateral trade had 
crossed $1 billion, with the two 
countries now aiming to raise 

it to $5 billion by 2030. He 
said they would work system-
atically to improve market ac-
cess, connectivity, banking and 
payment systems. India and 
Uzbekistan will also hold a 
joint business summit and ex-
plore infrastructure projects 
that create opportunities for 
both countries. “We will work 
together to enhance win-win 
cooperation in infrastructure 
development,” Modi added.

2.64 lakh candidates take NEET-PG nationwide
TEST FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE

NEW DELHI
 

Over 2.63 lakh candidates 
across the country attended 
the NEET-PG 2026 examina-
tion on Sunday.

However, the process could 
not be completed at two cen-
tres in Rajasthan’s Jaipur due 
to internal power failure, ac-
cording to officials.

The re-examination for the 
two centres has been sched-
uled in Jaipur at 3 pm on Sep-
tember 5, according to a no-
tice issued by the National 
Board of Examinations in 
Medical Sciences (NBEMS).

The Board has also called 
for an immediate meeting to 
determine the course of action 
against the technological part-

ner and agency responsible 
for ensuring adequate infra-
structure at the examination 
centres.

A total of 2,445 candidates 
could not complete their ex-
amination at the two iON 
Digital Zone centres in Sita-
pura, Jaipur, due to internal 
power-supply issues attribut-
able to TCS Ltd, the techno-
logical partner and the exam-
ination-conducting agency, 
the health ministry said.

The affected centres are 
iON Digital Zone iDZ Sitapu-
ra (TC Nos. 41682 and 
41683). Details regarding 

venue and revised admi cards 
will be shared later, the Board 
said.

The NEET-PG was sched-
uled for 2,73,096 candidates 
at 1,111 examination centres 
across 339 cities, covering all 
36 states and Union territo-
ries, the ministry said.

A total of 2,65,980 candi-
dates appeared in the exam-
ination, while approximately 
2,63,535 candidates complet-
ed it successfully. The nation-
wide examination was sup-
ported by extensive real-time 
monitoring and stringent se-
curity measures, it added.

Highlights of upgraded ties
Trade target: Both nations set a bi-
lateral trade target of $5 billion by 
2030, building on trade volumes 
that have recently crossed the $1 bil-
lion threshold.
Uranium supply: The two sides agreed 
on a framework for the long-term supply 
of uranium from Uzbekistan to India.
Sectoral cooperation: New Memo-
randums of Understanding (MoUs) 
were signed covering mining, Ayurve-
da, tourism, higher education, digital 
public infrastructure (including UPI), 
defense, and the environment.
Cultural and heritage ties: A Letter 
of Intent was established for the res-
toration and conservation of ancient 
Buddhist heritage sites at Fayaz Tepa 
and Kara Tepa in Uzbekistan.

Other major ties 
 in the pipeline

Announcements: PM Modi an-
nounced a series of key initiatives to 
deepen India-Uzbekistan relations, 
including a long-term arrangement 
for the supply of uranium.

Sister-city, states:  During his en-
gagement with Uzbekistan, PM Modi 
announced the formalisation of three 
sister-city and sister-state arrange-
ments, calling for a roadmap to un-
lock their full potential and strength-
en cooperation at the regional level.

GIFT City: Highlighting major devel-
opment projects such as New Tash-
kent and Gujarat’s GIFT City, Modi 
said India would welcome an Uzbek 
delegation to study the best practic-
es, technologies and development 
models used in such projects.

What does it mean?: The an-
nouncements underline the grow-
ing focus on cooperation in energy, 
urban development, technology 
and people-to-people ties be-
tween India and Uzbekistan.

INDIA-UZBEK STRIKE  
LONG-TERM URANIUM DEAL

Set $5 bn trade target by 2030; Modi lands in Kyrgyzstan for SCO Summit.

PM Modi receives Uzbekistan’s highest honour
Tashkent: PM Modi was on 
Sunday conferred Uzbekistan's 
highest state honour, the 'Order 
of Oliy Darajali Dustlik', by 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
which he dedicated to the cen-
turies-old fr iendship and 
shared heritage between India and Uzbekistan. It was Mo-
di’s 36th international award. Calling the award a moment 
of "immense pride", Modi highlighted the significance of 
the word "Dostlik", meaning friendship, saying it reflected 
the sentiment at the core of India-Uzbekistan relations. "I 
may only be a medium for all your words, but the true re-
cipients are my thousands-of-years-old heritage, and the 
perseverance and hard work of 1.4 billion countrymen—they 
are the true deserving bearers of this honour," he said. 

‘We remember a towering statesman’:  
PM Modi pays homage to Shastri

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday paid a floral tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri at the Shastri Memorial in 
Tashkent as part of his state visit 
to the country, remembering the 
late leader as a "towering states-
man" whose unwavering commit-
ment to the nation continues to 
inspire generations. "Paid homage 
to former Prime Minister Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri Ji in Tashkent. We 
remember a towering statesman whose unwavering commitment 
to the nation continues to inspire generations," he said in an X post .

A stronger India-
Uzbekistan partnership 

will be a powerful force for 
peace, progress and 
prosperity in Central Asia.

 - Narendra Modi, Indian PM

Uzbekistan is determined 
to boost ties with India in 

diverse sectors such as 
energy, critical minerals, 
pharmaceuticals, jewellery, 
agri and culture. 

- Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
Uzbekistan president

Nepal flash flood
Death toll reaches 781, 
2,502 remain missing

KATHMANDU
 

The death toll from flash 
floods in Nepal rose to 781, 
even as over 2,500 people re-
main missing as rescue efforts 
entered a fifth day on Sunday. 

Chinese state media had 
earlier confirmed 16 dead in 
Tibet and 546 people missing.

Bodies have been recovered 
from eight affected districts as 
rescuers race against time to 
search for those missing and 
rescue those stranded on the 
fifth day since the disaster.

Meanwhile, rescuers in Ne-
pal and China battled through 
leg-sucking mud, as well as 
the threat of rising rivers and 
a newly formed lake, to 
search for thousands missing 
after a deadly wall of water 
and debris swept through the 
Himalayas, engulfing entire 
villages.

Nepal said it had begun the 
grim task of burying some of 
the hundreds of bodies on 
Sunday, after first taking DNA 
samples so that families could 
later reclaim them and per-
form traditional funeral rites 
once they had been identified.

149 Indians brought to 
safety: MEA
New Delhi: As many as 149 
Indian nationals have been 
rescued from flood-hit Nepal, 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said in its latest 
update on Sunday. 

The MEA has also shared a 
list containing the names of 
the 149 Indians rescued fol-
lowing the devastating flash 
floods that struck parts of Ne-
pal on August 26. 

The latest update, issued as 
of 5.30 pm on August 30, pro-
vides the most recent details 
on Indian nationals brought to 
safety amid the ongoing res-
cue and recovery operations in 
the Himalayan country.

The floods have caused 
widespread destruction across 
several parts of Nepal, with 
authorities continuing to 
search for missing people and 
recover bodies.

Survivors across flood-hit 
parts of Nepal have begun re-
turning to damaged towns and 
homes after the August 26 
flash floods that started near 
the Nepal-Tibet border and 
moved downstream through 
the Bhotekoshi and Trishuli 
river system. The floods left 
heavy destruction across 
northern and central Nepal.

Disaster aftermath
> Death toll reaches 781.

> Over 3,000 still missing. 

> �Hundreds of graves dug in 
Devghat forest, nearly 200 
km from disaster zone.

> �Detailed burial-record 
system set up to aid future 
DNA tracking.

Nepal begins mass burials of  
unidentified flood victims 

Chitwan: Nepal's scenic Chitwan district, known for its for-
ests and rivers, has become the site of mass burials for hun-
dreds of unidentified victims whose bodies were swept away 
by the torrent that devastated the Himalayan region days ago. 
In the plains, nearly 200-km from the flood-ravaged valleys 
of Rasuwa where the disaster struck on Wednesday, author-
ities have dug hundreds of graves in Chitwan's Devghat for-
est. Until recently, the forest trails were a popular spot for 
morning walks. They now serve as a temporary burial 
ground for bodies too badly decomposed to be identified. 
"We were left with no other option and had to take this step. 
Our concern was the risk to public health posed by the rapid 
decomposition of the bodies," said Ganesh Arya, chief dis-
trict officer of Baratpur in Chitwan. Nepal’s Armed Police 
Force and regular police have buried over 196 bodies recov-
ered from the flooded districts in mud, to be exhumed later 
upon identification. Authorities buried 96 unidentified bod-
ies on Saturday and over 100 on Sunday, as recovery teams 
continue to retrieve victims from rivers and piles of debris.

Nepal issues fresh flood alert
Authorities in Nepal warned of possible fresh flooding on 

Sunday and urged residents in flood-affected districts 
to remain on high alert after water levels rose in the 

Bhotekoshi River. Flood warning notices were sent to 
people’s phones early Sunday as rescue crews worked to 
clear a major highway connecting Kathmandu to one of 
the areas worst hit by Wednesday’s catastrophic floods, 

which killed hundreds in Nepal and Tibet.

Power outage disrupts 
test at 2 Jaipur centres 

and re-test has been 
scheduled at 3 pm  
on September 5.

K’taka Guv accepts 
Nagendra's resignation

BENGALURU
 

Governor Thaawarchand Ge-
hlot has accepted Congress 
MLA B Nagendra’s resigna-
tion from the state Council of 
Ministers, following a recom-
mendation from Chief Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar.

According to an official no-
tification dated August 29 and 
released on Sunday, Gehlot 
accepted the resignation un-
der Article 164(1) of the Con-
stitution. Nagendra had re-
signed on Friday, barely 25 
days after being inducted into 
the Shivakumar-led Cabinet 
during its recent expansion. 
He was handling the Planning 
and Statistics portfolio.

Nagendra had been under 
sustained Opposition attack 
over his alleged involvement 
in the Rs 89-crore Karnataka 
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled 

Tribes Development Corpora-
tion scam. He has denied any 
role in the alleged irregulari-
ties and said he resigned vol-
untarily to prevent embarrass-
ment to the Congress and the 
state government.

The BJP-JD(S) combine 
had intensified protests over 
the issue. The CBI’s request 
to the Governor for sanction 
to prosecute Nagendra is also 
believed to have influenced 
the developments.

Nagendra episode
Aug 3: Re-inducted into DKS Cabinet

Aug 28: Announced resignation

Aug 29: Governor accepted resignation

Portfolio: Planning and Statistics

Earlier portfolio: ST Welfare, Youth 
Empowerment and Sports

Scam: Alleged Rs 89-crore Valmiki 
Corporation case

Next: BJP padayatra from Raichur to 
Ballari from Sept 1

Political pressure mounts
Nagendra’s resignation came 

amid renewed Opposition 
attacks over the alleged Val-
miki corporation scam. The 

BJP has announced a 10-day 
Raichur to Ballari padayatra 

from Sept 1, promising to 
target the Congress govt. Na-

gendra had earlier resigned 
from the Siddaramaiah 

cabinet in June 2024 over 
the same allegations before 
being re-inducted on August 

3. The ED and CBI have 
named him as an accused in 

chargesheets in the case.

KPSC 'scam': CID arrests 
IAS officer Gangwar

BENGALURU
 

The Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) on Sunday 
arrested IAS officer Gyanen-
dra Kumar Gangwar in con-
nection with alleged irregu-
larities in the Karnataka Pub-
lic Service Commission.

According to sources, Gang-
war was questioned on Friday 
and Saturday before his arrest 
was formally recorded on Sun-
day afternoon. Investigators 
said he was allegedly non-co-
operative during questioning 
and that prima facie evidence 
warranted his arrest. The CID 
will continue its probe into the 

alleged irregularities.
Gangwar was summoned 

for questioning after the CID 
conducted search operations 
at multiple locations on Au-
gust 25. He served as Con-
troller of Examination (CoE) 
at the KPSC from February 
2024 to March 2026. He was 
later transferred and appoint-
ed Director of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) in June.

His whereabouts had earlier 
triggered speculation after re-
ports suggested he was miss-
ing. Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge subsequently clarified 
that the officer was on leave.

K’taka forms panel to review 
withdrawal of criminal cases

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka government has 
constituted a six-member Cab-
inet sub-committee to review 
criminal cases pending before 
courts across the state and rec-
ommend suitable cases for 
withdrawal.

The committee will be head-
ed by Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge, with five other minis-
ters serving as members. They 
are Social Welfare Minister K 
H Muniyappa, Health Minister 
U T Khader, Greater Bengalu-
ru Development Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda, Munici-
pal Administration Minister H 
C Balakrishna and Urban De-

velopment Minister Dr Yathin-
dra Siddaramaiah.

According to a statement 
from the Home Minister’s of-
fice issued on Sunday, the 
committee will examine cases 
pending before courts and 
identify those that may be con-
sidered for withdrawal. It will 
subsequently submit its recom-
mendations to the government.

The panel has been tasked 
with examining the nature and 
background of individual cases 
before making its recommen-
dations. Its assessment will 
also take into account other 
relevant factors and the appli-
cable rules governing the with-
drawal of criminal cases.

AAP leader Gurpreet Gopi 
shot dead in Ferozepur

Repeat Hindu-Muslim unity 
remarks in India: D Raja

Ferozepur
Aam Aadmi Party leader Gur-

preet Singh alias Gopi was shot 
dead by four armed assailants 

in Ferozepur, police said on 
Sunday. The four car-borne as-

sailants got down from their 
vehicle in the main bazaar of 

Mamdot in Ferozepur on Satur-
day evening and opened fire 
towards the car in which the 

45-year-old Singh was travel-
ling along with another person 

identified as Harpreet alias 
Happy (22). The injured were 

rushed to the Civil Hospital 
where the AAP leader was de-

clared brought dead, while Har-
preet was referred to a private 

hospital in Ludhiana.

New Delhi
CPI general secretary D Raja on 
Sunday challenged RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat to repeat his 

Hindu-Muslim unity remarks in 
India. Reacting to Bhagwat’s 

comments at a ‘One World One 
Humanity’ event in New York, 
Raja said making such state-
ments abroad was different 
from making them on Indian 
soil. “Bhagwat should return 

and make the same statement 
in India.” Bhagwat had said a 
person who believes Muslims 
should not live in India cannot 
remain a Hindu, stressing that 
Hinduism teaches acceptance. 
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Pink line Metro opening set for September
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Commuters traversing the 
tech capital of India can final-
ly look forward to a major 
upgrade in urban mobility as 
the Bangalore Metro Rail 
Corporation Limited (BMR-
CL) prepares to launch the 
much-anticipated Pink Line. 
Stretching from Kalena Agra-
hara in the city’s southern 
reaches to Nagawara in the 
north, this ambitious transit 
corridor is slated to open for 
public service by the end of 
September, bringing immense 
relief to millions of daily trav-
elers navigating severe traffic 
congestion.

At the heart of this new cor-
ridor lies the architectural 
marvel of Jayadeva Junction. 
Earning the prestigious dis-
tinction of housing the highest 
metro station in the entire 

country, this multi-modal 
transit hub features an unprec-
edented five levels of trans-
port connectivity. Designed to 
seamlessly integrate various 
modes of public transit, the 
station is expected to drasti-
cally transform how passen-
gers switch between lines and 
streamline traffic flow across 
one of the city’s most con-
gested arterial bottlenecks.

BMRCL officials report 
that the vast majority of infra-
structure works along the 
21-kilometer corridor have 
successfully crossed the finish 
line. Crucial technical test 
runs and trial traffic move-
ments have already been com-
pleted, securing the necessary 
clearance to move forward. 
Although initial plans aimed 
for an early rollout of the ele-
vated section connecting 
Kalena Agrahara to Tavare-

kere by Independence Day on 
August 15, minor technical 
hurdles and safety verification 
procedures pushed the time-
line back slightly.

With those final administra-
tive permissions now locked 
in, state leadership is coordi-
nating closely with union au-
thorities. 

Bangalore Development 
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda 
formally approached the cen-
tral government, requesting a 
definitive inaugural date be-
fore the month of September 
concludes. 

The initial phase of the roll-
out will focus on opening six 
stations stretching from Kale-
na Agrahara down to Tavare-
kere, bringing immediate con-
nectivity to densely populated 
residential neighborhoods.

Beyond its individual sta-
tions, the Pink Line serves as 

a vital structural backbone for 
the city’s expanding network. 
It will establish critical inter-
change junctions, most nota-
bly connecting with the newly 
operational Yellow Line to 
create a seamless transit grid. 

Once fully operational, this 
corridor is projected to sig-
nificantly reduce private vehi-
cle dependency, lower carbon 
emissions, and redefine public 
transportation standards 
across Bengaluru.

PINK LINE DEBUT

Whitefield police 
investigate techie’s 

high-rise fall incident

Vijayendra announces 
Modi’s public service 

milestone drive

State invites 
applications for 

Gandhi Seva Award 

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
A tragic incident shook 

Whitefield after a young 
software engineer died in-
stantly from a fall off the 

seventh floor of a building. 
A young man named Man-
ikya Velu also plummeted 

during the accident and 
remains in critical condi-

tion under intensive medi-
cal care at a nearby private 
hospital. Whitefield police 
quickly arrived at the loca-
tion to inspect the scene, 

gather evidence, and inter-
view witnesses. Authori-
ties are currently investi-
gating whether the tragic 

event was an accident, su-
icide, or foul play, as the 
exact cause remains un-
clear while official inquir-

ies continue.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party plans to mark 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s 25 years of public 

service with a month-
long statewide cam-

paign starting Septem-
ber 17. BJP state presi-

dent B.Y. Vijayendra an-
nounced that various 

community service ac-
tivities, special pro-
grams, and blessing 
lamps at Anganwadi 

centers will showcase 
the administration’s 

achievements. The initi-
ative aims to highlight 

development mile-
stones and rally public 

support for transforming 
India into a developed 
nation by 2047. Party 
leaders held a special 
planning workshop in 

Malleshwaram featuring 
guidance from Mahar-
ashtra minister Ashish 

Shelar to ensure the 
statewide campaign 

runs successfully.

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
The Karnataka govern-

ment has invited applica-
tions for the prestigious 
Mahatma Gandhi Seva 
Award for 2026. Eligible 
candidates include indi-
viduals aged sixty or old-
er who champion Gan-

dhian ideals in public life, 
alongside service organi-
zations active for at least 
twenty-five years. Nomi-
nees working in non-vio-

lence, rural sanitation, 
women’s empowerment, 
khadi promotion, and so-
cial welfare can apply or 
be recommended. The 

esteemed honor features 
a five lakh rupee cash 
prize. Interested appli-

cants must submit their 
details to the Depart-

ment of Information and 
Public Relations on Infan-

try Road or via email by 
September 3, 2026.

BNCC deploys 24x7 Prahari 
vehicles for waste monitoring
Bangalore North Municipal Corporation expands its 'Prahari' surveillance fleet 

to crack down on illegal dumping and civic apathy.
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Local authorities in the tech 
capital are cracking down 
heavily on civic apathy. The 
Bangalore North Municipal 
Corporation has significantly 
upgraded its robust 'Prahari' 
surveillance network to put a 
complete stop to the illegal 
dumping of solid waste and 
construction debris along 
public roadsides, vacant plots, 
and notorious black spots 
across the city.

Expanding dynamically on 
the existing fleet, Corporation 
Commissioner Pommala 
Sunil  Kumar off icial ly 
flagged off two newly ac-
quired, state-of-the-art patrol 
vehicles, bringing the total 
active 'Prahari' fleet to four 
specialized units. Operating 
around the clock in two stag-
gered shifts, these mobile 
units are engineered to main-
tain relentless, unbroken sur-
veillance over vulnerable ur-
ban zones. Each vehicle 
comes equipped with ad-
vanced, high-definition front 
and rear GPS-enabled dash 
cameras designed to capture 

irrefutable photographic and 
video evidence, complete 
with exact timestamps and 
precise geographical location 
data whenever a violation oc-
curs.

The enhanced initiative 
specifically targets recurring 
offenses such as unauthorized 
garbage dumping in public 
zones, construction and dem-
olition (C&D) waste disposal, 
commercial waste misman-
agement, and debris spillage 
during transit. Footage col-
lected by the patrols feeds 
directly into a centralized 
control room, where senior 
officers and dedicated IT 
teams monitor field opera-
tions daily through app-based 

remote access. Offenders 
identified through this com-
prehensive digital tracking 
system face immediate, un-
compromising punitive mea-
sures, including heavy finan-
cial penalties as stipulated 
under municipal solid waste 
management bylaws.

Authorities emphasize that 
cleaned black spots will re-
main under constant watch to 
prevent waste from piling up 
again. 

Officials have issued a 
strict public warning, remind-
ing residents and commercial 
establishments that public 
spaces are not dumping yards 
and that illegal waste disposal 
will no longer go unpunished.

Highlights of the 
'Prahari' system

• �High-Tech Monitoring: 
Each vehicle is equipped with 
front and rear GPS-based 
dash cameras that automat-
ically record rule violations 
alongside precise timestamps 
and location data. 

• �Targeted Enforcement: 
Patrol units will intensely 
monitor garbage black 
spots to prevent re-dump-
ing, alongside checking 
unauthorized construction 
and demolition (C&D) 
waste disposal. 

• �Centralized Tracking: 
The corporation's control 
room and IT team will track 
all four vehicles in real-time 
via app-based remote 
access, reviewing daily logs 
to ensure swift penal action 
against violators.

Public spaces are not garbage 
bins, anyone dumping waste 

illegally will be tracked down and 
heavily penalized.

- Sunil Kumar, BNCC Commissioner 

Keep real estate 
in Kanakapura, 

Shobha tells CM 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Union Minister Shobha 
Karandlaje launched a scath-
ing attack on the Karnataka 
state administration during a 
massive public demonstration 
at the historic Lalbagh botan-
ical garden. Joining hundreds 
of citizens, environmental ex-
perts, and local leaders for the 
'Walk in Lalbagh, Walk for 
Lalbagh' campaign, she con-
demned the passage of the 
Karnataka Government Parks 
(Preservation) (Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, which permits the 
utilization of up to 5 percent 
of protected park lands for in-
frastructure, public utilities, 
and commercial-adjacent ac-
tivities. 

Addressing medioprsons 
and gathered protesters, 
Karandlaje heavily criticized 
the ruling administration for 
rushing eight bills through the 
legislature without meaning-
ful debate or consultation. 
She argued that the original 
1975 preservation enactment 
was designed to form an im-
penetrable shield around pub-
lic green spaces, whereas the 
new amendment opens a dan-
gerous back door for real es-
tate exploitation. Emphasiz-
ing the ecological needs of 
Bengaluru’s estimated 1.5 
crore residents, she stressed 
that the city requires an ex-
pansion of its 30,000 acres of 
green lungs rather than strate-
gic carve-outs. 

The Union Minister did not 
mince words regarding the 
administration's motives, link-

ing the policy shift directly to 
urban land exploitation. "This 
is a classic example of what 
happens when real estate op-
erators take the helm of gov-
ernance," she remarked, ac-
cusing authorities of en-
croaching upon urban lakes 
and water bodies, pointing to 
historical water resources and 
lake beds like Hebbal that 
have faced severe degrada-
tion. She warned that after 
Lalbagh and Deer Park, the 
government would systemat-
ically lay hands on every pub-
lic park across Karnataka.

Highlighting collective re-
sistance, Karandlaje con-
firmed that she and various 
political representatives had 
previously petitioned Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot to 
intervene and safeguard pub-
lic interests. She announced 
that the Governor has suc-
cessfully returned the contro-
versial bill, noting that even if 
the legislation is pushed for-
ward again, constitutional 
safeguards and the office of 
the President would ultimate-
ly force its rejection. 

Demanding an immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal 
of the returned legislation, 
Karandlaje issued a direct chal-
lenge to the state leadership: 
"Keep your real estate business 
in Kanakapura and Bidadi, 
leave the public parks of Ben-
galuru alone." The protest con-
cluded with citizens and leaders 
vowing to continue their peace-
ful agitation to protect the city's 
vital ecological heritage from 
commercial encroachment.

All statutory inspections 
and final safety clearances 

are wrapping up to ensure a 
smooth rollout in September.

- BMRCL officials 

Highlights of the 
pink line

• �Target Window: BMRCL and state 
authorities have requested the Central 
Government to finalize an inaugura-
tion date before the end of September.

• �Interchange Hubs: The corridor will 
serve as a crucial multi-level transit 
link, featuring major interchange con-
nections—including Jayadeva Junc-
tion, which ranks among the country's 
highest multi-tier transit stations link-
ing the Pink and Yellow lines. 

• �Initial Reach: Six primary elevated 
stations stretching from Kalena Agra-
hara down to Tavarekere are primed to 
welcome general passengers first.

BJP National Chief Nitin Nabin 
arrives in Bengaluru

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

The political atmosphere in 
Karnataka buzzed with high 
energy as Bharatiya Janata 
Party National President Nitin 
Nabin touched down in the 
state capital alongside his 
family members. Landing 
precisely at 12:20 PM aboard 
an IndiGo flight originating 
from New Delhi, Nabin ar-
rived at the sprawling Kempe-
gowda International Airport 
located in the Devanahalli 
taluk of Chikkaballapur dis-
trict.

A massive and enthusiastic 
contingent of local BJP lead-
ers, district functionaries, and 
party workers gathered at the 
airport premises to accord a 
traditional and thunderous 
welcome to the newly minted 
national chief. The reception 
area echoed with slogans and 
celebratory cheer as party 
cadres vied to present floral 

bouquets and traditional 
shawls to Nabin, marking his 
high-profile visit to the south-
ern state.

The national president's 
itinerary in Bengaluru fea-
tures a series of packed en-
gagements, including crucial 
organizational meetings with 
state unit leaders, interactions 
with key party strategists, and 
participation in various public 
and internal party events de-
signed to galvanize the grass-
roots machinery. Security and 
protocol arrangements around 

the airport and transit routes 
were tightly managed by local 
authorities to ensure the 
smooth movement of the 
high-ranking dignitary's con-
voy toward the city.

This visit assumes consid-
erable political significance as 
the party looks to strengthen 
its organizational coherence, 
address regional challenges, 
and map out strategic initia-
tives moving forward. Local 
leaders anticipate that Nabin's 
direct interactions with state 
representatives will provide 
fresh momentum to party ac-
tivities across Karnataka's 
various districts. As he settles 
into his scheduled programs 
in the tech capital, all eyes re-
main fixed on the outcome of 
his closed-door consultations 
and public addresses, which 
are expected to set a definitive 
tone for the party's upcoming 
political campaigns and admin-
istrative outlook in the region.

Clear walkways: North city drive clears 277 km
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Pedestrians across the tech 
capital are finally reclaiming 
walking spaces as local au-
thorities step up urban en-
forcement. 

The Bengaluru North City 
Corporation (BNCC) has in-
tensified its aggressive an-
ti-encroachment campaign, 
successfully clearing a mas-
sive 277.05 km of footpaths 
from illegal obstructions be-
tween July 1 and August 29, 
2026.

Operating under the strate-
gic directives of Greater Ben-

galuru Development Minister 
Krishna Byre Gowda and the 
close supervision of BNCC 
Commissioner Pommala 
Sunil Kumar, municipal 
teams are executing continu-
ous sweeps to guarantee safe 
and unobstructed walkways. 
The most recent single-day 
operation on August 29 alone 
freed 11.55 km of footpaths 
across multiple city zones.

This latest targeted drive 
deployed robust machinery 
and manpower, utilizing 5 
JCB excavators, 10 tractors, 
and 38 municipal personnel. 
Crews cleared key stretches 

including Thirumenahalli 
Main Road, Rachenahalli 
Lake Road, Canara Bank 
Layout connecting road, Din-
nur Main Road, and Hennur 
Road. 

During these localized 
sweeps, enforcement teams 
dismantled 35 shops and ki-
osks, removed 15 illegal 
pushcarts, pulled down 41 AC 
sheets and canopies, leveled 
27 unauthorized steps and 
ramps, and confiscated 38 ad-
vertising poles and name 
boards alongside temporary 
sheds. Additionally, 10 tonnes 
of piled-up construction de-

bris and soil obstructing pe-
destrian movement were 
hauled away.

Cumulative statistics high-
light the sheer scale of the 
ongoing municipal initiative. 
Since July, authorities have 
dismantled 667 illegal shops, 
cleared 868 pushcarts, and re-
moved nearly 2,000 obstruct-
ing canopies, steps, and sign-
boards. Furthermore, crews 
have hauled away over 2,150 
tonnes of construction debris 
and successfully repaired 
22.10 km of damaged walk-
ways to restore proper pedes-
trian infrastructure.

TDR, land acquisition crucial 
for road works: Ramesh

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Bengaluru East City Corpora-
tion Commissioner D.S. Ra-
mesh has issued strict direc-
tives to municipal officials to 
accelerate land acquisition 
and Transferable Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) proce-
dures, emphasizing that bu-
reaucratic delays will not be 
tolerated for crucial urban 
infrastructure projects. 

Chairing a comprehensive 
review and series of site in-
spections across eastern tech 
corridors, Ramesh evaluated 
the status of major road wid-
ening, white-topping, and 
stormwater drain initiatives. 
During an inspection of the 
proposed 24-metre Compre-
hensive Development Plan 
(CDP) road near Athashree 
Apartment in Whitefield, he 
instructed authorities to fast-
track administrative processes 
while maintaining strict sur-
veillance to prevent unautho-
rized encroachments along 
the designated alignment. 

Moving to Nallurahalli, the 
Commissioner reviewed the 
progress of an 18-metre CDP 
road project and inspected a 
persistent garbage black spot 
along the main road. He or-
dered immediate cleanup op-
erations and mandated regular 
monitoring to prevent illegal 
dumping, warning of penal 
action against violators. At 

the Gunjur T-Junction, offi-
cials were directed to actively 
engage with property owners 
to secure required land 
through TDR mechanisms 
while complying with envi-
ronmental rules regarding tree 
relocation and minimizing 
commuter disruption. 

Inspecting white-topping 
works near Gunjur Club, Ra-
mesh stressed that contractors 
must deploy adequate man-
power and machinery to meet 
project timelines. He specifi-
cally noted that side-drain 
chambers must be engineered 
with scientific, enlarged di-
mensions to facilitate smooth 
stormwater flow and prevent 
clogging during desilting op-
erations. Subsequent site vis-
its covered proposed road 
alignments in Chikka Bellan-
dur and property assessments 
for land acquisition extending 
into the Mullur Gram Pancha-
yat limits.

The Commissioner reiterat-
ed that project quality must 
remain uncompromised. He 
instructed engineering teams, 
the TDR division, and the 
Revenue Department to coor-
dinate seamlessly to clear all 
administrative bottlenecks. 
Additional Commissioner 
(Development) Lokhande 
Snehal Sudhakar and other 
senior municipal officials ac-
companied the Commissioner 
during the field inspections.

B-SMILE invites bids for 
Ragigudda-Kanakapura toll corridor 
CH NEWS, BENGALURU

 
Traffic congestion relief could 
soon be on the horizon for 
southern Bengaluru commut-
ers as the state's infrastructure 
authorities push forward with 
ambitious urban connectivity 
projects. Following closely on 
the heels of inviting tenders 
for the city's very first toll fly-
over, Bengaluru Smart Infra-
structure Limited (B-SMILE) 
has officially issued a request 
for proposal (RFP) for a 
brand-new toll-based elevated 
corridor connecting Ragigud-
da to Kanakapura Road.

This major infrastructure 
undertaking forms a crucial 
part of a broader state govern-
ment initiative to construct 13 
elevated corridors spanning 
over 126 kilometers across 
the tech capital at an estimat-
ed cost of 18,000 crore ru-

pees. Stretching 18.5 kilome-
ters in length, the newly pro-
posed corridor is engineered 
to run largely parallel to heav-
ily congested surface routes, 
providing a streamlined by-
pass for traffic flowing from 
the Silk Board side toward 
Kanakapura Road.

The strategic alignment fol-
lows the path of the BWSSB 
Pipeline Road, winding 
through densely populated 
neighborhoods in south Ben-
galuru and traveling above or 
alongside the existing Namma 
Metro Green Line infrastruc-
ture. Because the metro line 
already occupies surface-level 
space along Kanakapura 
Road, building vertically of-
fers a practical solution to by-
pass traditional bottlenecks 
before ultimately meeting the 
NICE road on Kanakapura 
Main Road.

Dr. Ramya Ramesh 
honored with 

Great Daughter of 
India award

CH NEWS, BENGALURU
 

Dr. A. Ramya Ramesh, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the HMR Group of Institu-
tions and Syndicate Member 
of Maharani Cluster Univer-
sity, has added a remarkable 
milestone to her career by 
receiving the prestigious 
'The Great Daughter of In-
dia' award. 

The honor recognizes her 
outstanding contributions 
and achievements in the 
fields of education and ded-
icated social service.

The glittering presentation 
ceremony took place during 
a major International Con-
ference centered on the 
theme of 'Protection of Hu-
man Rights and Peace and 
Responsibility of the Judi-
ciary,' hosted by the Indian 
Intellectuals Conference in 
Bengaluru.
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High command will decide my state political entry: Somanna
CHAMARAJANAGAR

 
Union Minister of State for 
Railways and Jal Shakti V 
Somanna said on Sunday 
that any decision regarding 
his entry into Karnataka 
state politics would be tak-
en by the party high com-
mand.

Somanna also said the 
truth behind the recent 
shooting incident involving 
three people would emerge 
if a judicial inquiry was 
conducted. He stressed that 
justice should be ensured 
and innocent people should 
not be punished.

Asked about speculation 

over his possible return to 
state politics from the Cen-
tre, Somanna said he was 
already serving as a Union 
minister and had completed 
two years and two months 
in the position. 

He said his political jour-

ney was an example that 
people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds could get op-
portunities and capable in-
dividuals could be given 
responsibilities.

Somanna said he would 
abide by whatever decision 
was taken by the party lead-
ership. 

He emphasised that the 
party was larger than an in-
dividual and the country 
was larger than the party. 
Therefore, he said, he 
would follow the directions 
of the high command.

On the Chamarajanagar 
shooting case, Somanna re-
iterated that no injustice 

should be done to anyone. 
He said a judicial investiga-
tion would help establish 
the facts and ensure that re-
sponsibility was fixed based 
on evidence.

His remarks came amid 
discussions within political 
circles about whether he 

could shift from nation-
al-level responsibilities to 
Karnataka politics. 

Somanna, however, made 
it clear that he would not 
take such a decision inde-
pendently and would follow 
the party leadership’s  
direction.

JUDICIAL INQUIRY DEMAND

Hassan jail 
undertrial prisoners 

attack staff

Nandini milk
 tanker overturns 

on highway

Burglars target homes 
in Hanur village, steal 

cash and gold

Hassan 
A fight broke out between 
undertrial prisoners at the 
district jail in Santepete, 

Hassan, following an argu-
ment over phone usage. 
Prisoners Mohan Kumar 

and Rangaswamy report-
edly quarrelled while wait-
ing for their turn to make a 

call, before the dispute 
turned violent. When jail 
officials Parashuram and 
Veeresh Sangamad tried 

to intervene, nine prisoners 
allegedly entered the PCS 
room and assaulted Ran-

gaswamy. Shashidhar, 
Rakesh, Yallaling, Akash, 
Umesh, Sainath, Niroop, 
Bharat and Chetan were 

named in connection with 
the assault. The accused 

allegedly attacked jail staff 
Veeresh Sangamad, Shiva-
kumar and Parashuram H. 

while they attempted to 
stop the fight. Veeresh was 
pushed down and assault-
ed, suffering injuries. He re-

ceived treatment at Has-
san District Hospital. Has-
san City Police have regis-

tered a case.

Tumakuru
A Nandini milk tanker car-
rying around 21,000 litres 

of milk overturned near 
Gummanahalli on National 

Highway 48 in Sira taluk, 
spilling thousands of litres 
onto the road. The tanker 

was transporting milk from 
Tumakuru to Mumbai 

when the driver reportedly 
lost control. 

The milk, valued at 
around `8 lakh, flowed 
across the highway fol-
lowing the accident. On 

seeing the spill, several lo-
cals rushed to the spot 

carrying bottles, cans and 
other containers and col-
lected the milk. The driver 
and cleaner escaped with 

minor injuries. The inci-
dent caused traffic con-
gestion for some time as 
people gathered and milk 

covered the road. 

Hanur
A series of thefts was re-
ported in Maruru village 

under Ponnachi gram 
panchayat limits in Hanur 
taluk, with burglars alleg-
edly breaking locks and 

stealing cash and gold or-
naments from houses. 

The houses of Shivamad-
amma, Nagesh, Shivanna, 
Jagadish and Kabbalam-
ma were targeted. Four of 
the residents were stay-
ing in Bengaluru, while 

Kabbalamma was stay-
ing at a relative’s house. 
Taking advantage of the 

houses being unoccupied, 
the burglars allegedly 

broke into three homes 
and stole valuables. They 
also attempted to burgle 
two other houses. DySP 

Mohan and Inspector 
Anandamurthy visited the 

spot and inspected the 
affected houses on 

Friday. 

Balakrishna hits back at 
HDK over phone-tapping

RAMANAGARA
 

Minister H.C. Balakrishna on 
Sunday strongly criticised 
Union Minister H.D. Ku-
maraswamy, accusing him of 
making allegations against 
others despite having alleged-
ly ordered phone tapping in 
the past. Balakrishna said Ku-
maraswamy had no moral 
right to question him over the 
issue.

Balakrishna alleged that 
Kumaraswamy had tapped the 
phone of his own wife and 
those of his personal assis-
tants. He also claimed that the 
phone of a seer had been 
tapped on Kumaraswamy's 
instructions. “Those who 
tapped their own family mem-
bers' phones are now making 

allegations against me,” Bal-
akrishna said.

Balakrishna also spoke 
about the state government's 
housing plans and described 
them as a major development 
in the housing sector. 

He said Deputy Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar was 
working on a housing initia-
tive aimed at providing homes 
to people who do not own 
houses.

According to Balakrishna, 

the government has already 
directed officials to identify 
around 200 acres of govern-
ment land in every taluk for 
the housing programme. The 
identified land will be used to 
develop housing facilities for 
eligible families without 
homes.

He said the initiative was 
inspired by the housing pro-
gramme introduced during the 

tenure of former Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi. The gov-
ernment intends to ensure that 
people without houses receive 
suitable housing through the 
proposed scheme.

Balakrishna also said Ra-
managara and Magadi taluks 
had been declared drought-af-
fected areas. Officials and 
public representatives have 
already visited important vil-
lages in both taluks to assess 
the situation and understand 
the difficulties faced by resi-
dents.

He said the government 
would continue monitoring 
conditions in the affected ar-
eas and take appropriate mea-
sures to address the concerns 
of people facing the impact of 
drought.

Minister H.C. Balakrishna remarked,Those who tapped their own family 
members' phones are now making allegations against me

Political leaders should 
maintain dignity while 

making public statements. 
accused Kumaraswamy of 
levelling serious allegations 
against him without basis and 
said he was not accustomed to 
practising politics in such a 
manner.

- H.C. Balakrishna, Minister

ANF may be 
reactivated after 

Chamarajanagar blast
CHAMARAJANAGAR

 
The Karnataka government is 
reportedly considering reacti-
vating the Anti-Naxal Force 
(ANF) following a blast at a 
forest department anti-poach-
ing camp near Hanur in 
Chamarajanagar district. Au-
thorities are also considering 
handing over the investigation 
into the blast to the ANF, ac-
cording to sources.

The development comes 
amid the ongoing investiga-
tion into the death of three 
people in a firing incident in-
volving forest department per-
sonnel near Hanur. The Crim-
inal Investigation Department 
(CID) is currently probing the 
matter based on a magisterial 
inquiry report and has formed 
four separate teams to investi-
gate four related cases.

The possibility of reviving 
the ANF has emerged after in-
vestigators reportedly found 

indications of the involvement 
of a pro-Naxal organisation 
called Tiger of Justice during 
the Hanur investigation. The 
ANF had earlier been shut 
down after Naxal activities in 
Karnataka became largely in-
active.

According to sources, the 
Home Department is now 
considering reactivating the 
force in view of the recent de-
velopments. Central security 
agencies are also reportedly 
collecting information about 
the blast. The National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) could 
potentially take up the case if 
further investigation reveals a 
wider security dimension.

The CID is probing the 
matter using a 

magisterial inquiry 
report, forming four 

teams for four related 
cases

Thousands of fish die, lake 
water raises concerns

CH NEWS, Malingaraya Pujar
 

Thousands of fish have mys-
teriously died in the large lake 
at Hirevaddatti village in 
Mundaragi taluk over the past 
two days, causing concern 
among villagers. Several 
aquatic animals and reptiles 
have also been found dead 
and floating near the lake 
banks, raising fears about 
possible water contamination.

The lake is an important 
source of water for the sur-
rounding area. Despite poor 
rainfall and drought condi-
tions this year, several lakes 
in the district are being filled 
through canals and pipelines 
from the Tungabhadra River. 
Hirevaddatti Lake is also re-
ceiving water from the river 
and has been used for fish 
farming.

Around five months ago, 
nearly 15,000 fish fry were 
released into the lake under 
the Fisheries Department's 
Fisheries Development Assis-
tance Scheme. Fourteen local 

fishing families were depend-
ing on the fish farming activ-
ity for their livelihood. The 
fish had grown considerably 
and were reportedly ready to 
be harvested and sold in the 
market. The sudden deaths 
have caused heavy financial 
losses to the fishermen, who 
were expecting income from 
the harvest.

Villagers suspect that the 
lake water may have been de-
liberately poisoned. The sud-
den death of fish, aquatic 
creatures and reptiles has in-
creased their doubts. They 
also said the colour of the wa-
ter has changed significantly 
and a foul smell has spread 
around the lake, indicating 
possible deterioration in water 
quality.

Farmers from Hirevaddatti 
and three to four nearby vil-
lages also depend on the lake 
to provide drinking water for 
hundreds of cattle. However, 
fearing that the water could 
be contaminated, farmers are 
now reluctant to take their 

livestock to the lake. Resi-
dents fear the situation could 
create serious difficulties if an 
alternative water source is not 
arranged soon.

Villagers have criticised the 
Fisheries Department and 
Karnataka State Pollution 
Control Board for allegedly 
failing to inspect the lake de-
spite the deaths. Local leaders 
have demanded immediate 
collection and laboratory test-
ing of water samples to deter-
mine the cause. They have 
also sought government com-
pensation for the affected 
fishermen.

CM visit sparks pothole repair 
controversy in Gadag

CH NEWS, Malingaraya Pujar
 

The sudden repair of potholes 
on the Kaiga-Ilkal State High-
way ahead of Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar’s proposed 
visit to Lakshmeshwara has 
triggered criticism from local 
residents and JDS leaders, 
who have accused Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
officials of following a VVIP 
culture while ignoring public 
complaints.

The highway had remained 
in poor condition for several 
years, with potholes posing a 
serious risk to daily commut-
ers, truck drivers, and school 
and college students. Resi-
dents had repeatedly ap-
proached PWD officials and 
submitted several requests 
seeking repairs. However, 
they were allegedly told that 
the department had no funds 
and that money had not been 
released by the government.

The situation changed 
quickly after officials learnt 
that the Chief Minister would 
travel through Gadag district 
headquarters to Lakshmesh-
wara. Hundreds of workers, 
JCB machines, rollers and 
trucks carrying gravel were 
deployed along the highway. 
Senior PWD officials also re-

portedly camped at the site 
and supervised the work, 
leading to allegations that the 
road was being repaired on a 
priority basis only because of 
the VIP visit.

JDS Shirahatti Assembly 
constituency president Shank-
ranna Balikai visited the re-
pair site and strongly criti-
cised the authorities. He ques-
tioned why the department 
had ignored repeated com-
plaints from ordinary people 
but acted immediately when 
the Chief Minister’s vehicle 
was expected to use the road. 
He also alleged that hurried 
patchwork was being carried 
out merely to provide a 
smooth passage for the VIP 
convoy.

Balikai demanded an inves-
tigation into the sudden avail-
ability of funds and ques-
tioned under what rules emer-

gency funds were released. 
He warned that poor-quality 
work could be washed away 
during the next rain. The JDS 
leader said a Lokayukta com-
plaint would be filed if any 
irregularities or misuse of 
public funds were found. The 
party also plans to ensure that 
the Chief Minister is informed 
a b o u t  t h e  h i g h w a y ’s 
long-standing condition and 
has demanded permanent re-
pairs instead of temporary 
patchwork.

Citizens and various 
organizations have 

unanimously demanded that the 
drama of merely making a fool of 
the CM stop and that the entire 
highway be permanently 
repaved. 

  - Shankranna Balikai, JDS party 
president of Shirahatti assembly 

constituency

Server failure leaves Belagavi 
ration cardholders stranded

BELAGAVI
 

A server failure in the ration 
distribution system has left 
thousands of ration cardhold-
ers struggling to collect their 
monthly supplies across Be-
lagavi district. Long queues 
have formed outside fair-price 
shops, with beneficiaries 
waiting for hours amid per-
sistent technical problems.

Sunday was reportedly the 
last day for collecting ration, 
increasing pressure on card-
holders in several parts of the 
district. People in Konnur of 
Gokak taluk and Muglihalli of 
Yaragatti taluk were among 
those who faced difficulties 
due to the technical disrup-
tion.

The government has made 
biometric authentication man-
datory for ration distribution. 
However, the server connec-
tion has been extremely slow, 
while fingerprint scanners at 
fair-price shops have report-

edly failed to recognise bene-
ficiaries' thumb impressions. 
As a result, ration distribution 
has been delayed despite peo-
ple waiting at the shops.

According to local resi-
dents, only around 50 per cent 
of cardholders have received 
their ration so far because of 
the technical issue. The re-
maining beneficiaries have 
reportedly been visiting ration 
shops repeatedly for the past 
four to five days but have 
been unable to collect their 
essential food supplies.

The disruption has also af-
fected daily-wage workers. 
Several labourers said they 
had to spend their mornings 
waiting in queues instead of 
going to work, resulting in a 
loss of their day's income. For 
families dependent on subsi-
dised food grains, the delay has 
added to their difficulties.

Residents expressed anger 
over the server failure and al-
leged administrative negligence. 

33 railway bridges in 
Chitradurga to complete soon
CHITRADURGA

 
Union Minister of State for 
Railways and Jal Shakti V So-
manna on Sunday assured that 
33 railway overbridges and 
underpasses being constructed 
across Chitradurga district 
would be completed within 
the next eight to nine months 
and opened for public use.

Speaking after performing 
the groundbreaking ceremony 
for a new railway overbridge 
replacing Level Crossing No. 
22 near Chitradurga railway 
station, Somanna said railway 
and national highway networks 
were the backbone of develop-
ment. He said railway electri-
fication across the country had 
reached 99 per cent and the 
target was to achieve 100 per 
cent by the end of this year.

Somanna said more than Rs 
52,000 crore had been brought 
for railway projects in Karna-
taka since he assumed office. 
About Rs 15,000 crore had 
been allocated for new railway 
projects, while the annual allo-
cation for railway development 
in the state had increased from 
Rs 380-400 crore earlier to Rs 

7,500-8,000 crore. Around 62 
railway stations in Karnataka 
are also being developed, he 
said.

Regarding the long-pending 
Tumakuru-Chitradurga-Dava-
nagere direct railway line, So-
manna said 92 per cent of the 
land acquisition process had 
been completed. If the remain-
ing eight per cent land was 
handed over by the district ad-
ministration soon, the project 
could be completed within 
about one-and-a-half years. 
Chitradurga and Chikkajajur 
railway stations are also being 
upgraded under the Amrit 
Bharat Station scheme.

Somanna directed contrac-
tors to ensure that there was no 
compromise on the quality of 
bridge construction. He also 
said he would write to the 
Centre seeking inclusion of 
Chitradurga, Holalkere and 
Molakalmuru taluks in the 
drought-hit list.MP Govind M 
Karjol and MLA K C Veeren-
dra Pappy urged authorities to 
ensure high-quality construc-
tion and address long-standing 
traffic problems caused by rail-
way level crossings.

Farmer suicide: MLA 
offers financial help 

to family
BIDAR

 
B ida r  Sou th  MLA Dr 
Shailendra Beldale extended 
personal financial assistance 
to the family of farmer Veer-
appa, who recently died by 
suicide allegedly due to 
mounting debt, at Sindhol 
village in Bidar district.

The MLA visited Veerap-
pa’s residence and spoke to 
the bereaved family mem-
bers, listening to their diffi-
culties and offering condo-
lences.

 He provided financial as-
sistance from his personal 
resources and assured the 
family that he and his sup-
porters would stand by them 
during the difficult period.

Garbage dump 
transformed into 
public shelter in 

Mysuru
MYSURU

 
A garbage dumping spot near the 
railway tracks in front of the Ven-
kataramanaswamy Temple at 
Metagalli has been transformed 
into a clean public utility space 
under the Mysuru City Corpora-
tion’s Garbage-Free Point project.

The initiative, implemented by 
Zonal Office 5 in Ward No. 7, aims 
to make 80 identified locations 
across Mysuru free of garbage. 
With August 30 set as the deadline, 
civic officials cleared the accumu-
lated waste from the location and 
completed the transformation.

The site, which was earlier filled 
with garbage, has now been 
cleaned and given a fresh appear-
ance. Colourful paintings have 
been added to the walls and seat-
ing arrangements have been in-
stalled for residents to use the 
space as a public shelter and rest-
ing area.

Somanna dismisses state politics speculation
Union Minister V. Somanna dismissed speculation 

regarding his return to state politics, highlighting his on-
going service at the Centre and emphasizing that he will 

strictly abide by any decisions made by the party high 
command. Addressing the Chamarajanagar shooting 

case, Somanna called for a thorough judicial investiga-
tion to establish facts and ensure accountability.



ibcworldnews.com

MONDAY   AUGUST 31, 2026 8BENGALURU, MYSURU KARNATAKA

Mantralaya marks 355th Raghavendra Aradhana Mahotsava
RAICHUR

 
The 355th Aradhana Mahot-
sava of Sri Raghavendra 
Swamy is being observed 
with devotion and grandeur 
at Mantralaya. The main 
event of the celebrations, 
Madhyaradhana, is being 
held with several special re-
ligious rituals, drawing dev-
otees from different parts of 
the country.

Peethadhipathi Sri Subud-
hendra Theertha performed 
Mahapanchamrita Abhishe-
ka to the Brindavana of Sri 
Raghavendra Swamy. A 
larger variety of offerings 
are used for the special ritu-

al compared with the daily 
Panchamrita Abhisheka. 
Milk, curd, ghee, honey, fruits, 
cashews, raisins and other in-
gredients are used during the 
ceremony.

Following the Abhisheka, 
the Brindavana is decorated 

with a golden covering and 
special puja is performed. A 
grand golden chariot proces-
sion is also being held within 
the monastery premises as part 
of the Madhyaradhana cele-

brations.
Devotees attach special sig-

nificance to Madhyaradhana 
and believe that Sri Raghaven-
dra Swamy blesses devotees 
on the occasion. According to 

tradition, the saint entered the 
Brindavana in a living state 
355 years ago and continues to 
spiritually bless devotees.

The celebrations will also 
feature a Teppotsava at the 
Parimala Theertha Pushkarini 
in the evening. A large number 
of devotees and dignitaries 
from across the country are 
expected to visit Mantralaya 
to offer prayers and seek the 
blessings of Sri Raghaven-
dra Swamy.

The three-day main cele-
brations will continue with 
Uttaradhana on August 31. 
A grand Maharathotsava 
will be held along the main 
street of the monastery as 

part of the concluding ritu-
als.

The wider Aradhana Ma-
hotsava celebrations will 
continue through September 
2 with various programmes. 
The monastery has made ar-
rangements to accommodate 
the large number of devo-
tees expected during the fes-
tival.

The annual Aradhana is 
one of the most significant 
religious occasions at Man-
tralaya, with devotees par-
ticipating in special prayers, 
rituals and processions to 
commemorate Sri Raghav-
endra Swamy and seek his 
blessings.

SRI RAGHAVENDRA BRINDAVANA

Muslim 
leaders seek MLC
 post for Dr Syed

Woman’s body 
found in train, rape 

suspected

Koppal
Muslim community leaders 

have urged Rajya Sabha 
member Dr Syed Naseer 
Hussain to recommend 

KPCC coordinator Dr K.M. 
Syed for a Karnataka Leg-
islative Council seat, citing 

his contribution to Con-
gress organisation and 

public outreach. Leaders 
said Dr K.M. Syed has ac-
tively participated in party 
activities and helped com-
municate government wel-

fare schemes to people. 
They also highlighted his 
coordination with leaders 

and workers from different 
communities and his ef-
forts to strengthen the 

party at the grassroots lev-
el. The leaders said his loy-

alty, organisational skills 
and social service deserve 
political recognition. They 
urged Naseer Hussain to 
raise his name with the 

party high command and 
seek an appropriate posi-

tion. They expressed confi-
dence that his appoint-
ment would strengthen 

Congress organisation and 
motivate party workers.

Dharwad
An unidentified woman’s 

partially clothed body was 
found inside a women’s 
coach of a train that ar-
rived in Dharwad from 

Solapur on Sunday morn-
ing, raising suspicion of 

rape and murder. The train 
had departed from 

Solapur in Maharashtra. 
Railway staff discovered 
the body while cleaning 
the coach after the train 
reached Dharwad. They 

immediately informed the 
railway police. Police sus-

pect the woman may have 
been assaulted and killed 

during the journey. The 
body was reportedly found 
in the last women’s coach 

of the train. Her identity 
has not yet been estab-

lished. Railway police and 
Dharwad Vidyagiri police 

visited the spot and began 
collecting information. Of-

ficials are examining the 
circumstances surrounding 

the death and investigat-
ing whether the woman 
was raped before being 

killed. Further details are 
awaited as the investiga-

tion continues.

BJP appointed Gyanendra 
Kumar to KPSC, says Hariprasad

Hariprasad claimed that corruption allegations against the BJP extend far 
beyond their frequently cited 40 percent commission claims.

BIDAR
 

KPCC leader B.K. Hariprasad 
has launched a sharp attack 
on the BJP, questioning the 
party's criticism of alleged 
corruption and claiming that 
IAS officer Gyanendra Kumar 
was appointed to the Karnata-
ka Public Service Commis-
sion during the BJP's tenure.

Hariprasad questioned BJP 
leaders on their moral author-
ity to lecture the Congress on 
corruption. He also criticised 
BJP state president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra, making allegations 
concerning corruption cases in-
volving BJP leaders and refer-
ring to the resignation of former 
minister K.S. Eshwarappa.

Commenting on the resigna-
tion of former minister B. Na-
gendra, Hariprasad questioned 
whether BJP leaders had become 
judges. He argued that if Nagen-
dra had committed wrongdoing, 

his name should have appeared 
in the chargesheet. He alleged 
that political conspiracies were 
used to force the resignation and 
claimed that the BJP was at-
tempting to target a Dalit leader.

Hariprasad also dismissed the 
BJP's references to political 
leaders facing investigations and 
criminal cases. He said the Con-
gress would fight any prosecu-
tion within the framework of law 
and would face such matters in 
court.

He criticised the BJP for in-
ducting leaders facing serious 
allegations and referred to for-
mer minister Janardhana Red-
dy's return to the party. He also 
mentioned cases involving other 
political leaders while accusing 
the BJP of using the party as a 
“washing machine” to clean the 
image of leaders facing allega-
tions.

On the possibility of a Karna-
taka Cabinet expansion, Harip-

rasad said the decision rested 
with Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar. He added that a woman 
should be given an opportunity 
in the ministry and said there 
would be a woman minister, 
while rejecting communi-
ty-based considerations in mak-
ing the appointment.

Hariprasad's remarks come 
amid an intensifying political 
exchange between the ruling 
Congress and BJP over corrup-
tion allegations, investigations 
and the conduct of political 
leaders.

Hariprasad slams BJP 
washing machine

KPCC leader B.K. Harip-
rasad criticized the BJP 

for inducting tainted 
politicians like Janard-
hana Reddy, branding 
the party a "washing 

machine" for corruption. 
Addressing Karnataka 
cabinet expansion, he 

emphasized female 
representation.

That corruption allegations 
against the BJP went beyond 

the often-mentioned 40 per cent 
commission claims. Congress 
leaders did not need to learn 
lessons on ethics from the BJP 
and challenged the opposition to 
examine the cases involving its 
own leaders.

-B.K. Hariprasad, KPCC leader

Puttur MLA seeks 
probe into KRIDL 

corruption allegations
MANGALURU

 
Puttur Congress MLA Ashok 
Kumar Rai has written to 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar seeking a comprehensive 
departmental inquiry into al-
leged corruption involving 
officials of the Karnataka Ru-
ral Infrastructure Develop-
ment Limited (KRIDL) in 
Mangaluru.

Rai alleged serious com-
plaints against KRIDL Exec-
utive Engineer Vijay and Ju-
nior Engineer Prajwal regard-
ing the implementation of 
development works and their 
dealings with contractors. He 
claimed contractors were al-
legedly harassed in various 
ways and were told that 
monthly payments had to be 
made to the district in-charge 
minister and the department 
minister.

Rai further alleged that con-
tractors were being asked to 
pay additional amounts of up 
to seven per cent under the 
name of KRIDL charges. He 
also claimed that contractors 
who questioned such de-
mands had allegedly been 
threatened. The allegations, 
however, are yet to be inde-
pendently established.

The MLA said public-fund-
ed development projects re-
quire transparency, quality 
and strict adherence to rules. 
If the allegations against the 
officials are found to be true, 
he said, they would amount to 
misuse of public funds and 

could damage the reputation 
of the department and public 
confidence.

Rai urged the Chief Minis-
ter to order an impartial and 
detailed departmental investi-
gation into all complaints and 
allegations received against 
the officials. He also request-
ed that the officials be sus-
pended or transferred to other 
positions on administrative 
grounds until the inquiry is 
completed, considering the 
seriousness of the allegations.

He further sought strict dis-
ciplinary action under appli-
cable service and departmen-
tal rules if the allegations are 
proved during the investiga-
tion. Rai said that if any fi-
nancial loss to the govern-
ment or illegal collection of 
money is established, the 
amount should be recovered 
from those responsible.

The MLA also urged the 
government to ensure that 
contractors can execute devel-
opment works without intim-
idation or undue pressure. He 
said a transparent investiga-
tion would help establish the 
facts and protect the interests 
of both the government and 
contractors involved in public 
projects.

The a l legat ions  have 
brought renewed attention to 
the monitoring of govern-
ment-funded infrastructure 
works and the need for ac-
countability among officials 
h a n d l i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  
projects.

Poor shoes, termite-damaged 
books raise concerns 

MADIKERI
 

Allegations of poor-quality 
shoes and socks being distrib-
uted to students have surfaced 
at a government school in Ko-
dagu, raising concerns among 
parents and local residents 
about the quality of materials 
provided to children.

Parents alleged that the 
shoes distributed to students 
began getting damaged within 
just a few days of use. They 
questioned whether the quali-
ty of the footwear and other 
materials supplied to students 
was properly checked before 
distribution.

The issue has caused dis-
appointment among parents, 
who said children should be 
provided with durable and 
good-quality essential items. 
They expressed concern that 
poor-quality footwear could 
force families to spend addi-
tional money on replace-
ments, defeating the purpose 
of government support for 
students.

Another issue reported at 
the school is the condition 
of books kept inside one of 
the classrooms. Several 
books meant for students 
were found to have been 
damaged by termites. The 

incident has raised concerns 
over the storage and mainte-
nance of educational materi-
als provided for the benefit 
of children.

Parents and local residents 
questioned how books in-
tended for students could be 
allowed to deteriorate with-
out proper protection. They 
said educational resources 
are valuable and should be 
stored safely so that students 
can use them throughout the 
academic year.

The complaints have also 
triggered questions about 
monitoring at the school and 
whether officials are regu-
larly checking the condition 
of materials supplied to stu-
dents. 

Parents have urged the ed-
ucation authorities to inspect 
the school and verify the 
quality of shoes, socks and 
other student welfare mate-
rials.

They have also sought im-
mediate steps to protect the 
remaining books from fur-
ther termite damage and en-
sure that usable books are 
made available to students.

Parents called for account-
ability if negligence is found 
during the inspection. They 
said government schemes 

intended to support students 
should be implemented ef-
fectively, with proper quali-
ty checks and maintenance.

Local  residents  have 
urged the concerned author-
ities to conduct a detailed 
inspection and take appro-
priate corrective action to 
ensure students receive the 
facilities and educational 
materials they are entitled 
to.

Termites damage 
school books

Termites destroyed 
several student text-
books stored inside a 
classroom, sparking 

outrage among parents 
and local residents over 

poor maintenance. 
Community members 

questioned school 
monitoring and urged 

education authorities to 
inspect welfare materi-
als, including shoes and 
socks, while demanding 

immediate measures 
to safeguard remaining 

resources.

Bhadra Canal 
water release 

from Sep 1
SHIVAMOGGA

 
Water will be released into the 
Bhadra Right Bank Canal 
from September 1 to meet the 
drinking water needs of peo-
ple and livestock in Davana-
gere and Channagiri taluks 
and support multi-village 
drinking water schemes.

The Regional Commission-
er has ordered the release of 
water from the canal between 
September 1 and September 
10. According to an official 
statement issued by the Su-
perintending Engineer of the 
Bhadra Project Circle, 1,500 
cusecs of water will be re-
leased every day during the 
period.

The water will be diverted 
to impounding reservoirs to 
ensure adequate drinking wa-
ter supplies in the affected 
areas. Officials have clarified 
that the released water must 
be used strictly for drinking 
water purposes and cannot be 
diverted for irrigation or agri-
cultural activities.

Farmers have been specifi-
cally warned against illegally 
drawing water from the canal. 
Authorities said unauthorised 
pumping or lifting of water 
would not be permitted during 
the release period.

MESCOM recruits 395 
powermen to ease shortage
MANGALURU

 
The Mangalore Electricity 
Supply Company Limited 
(MESCOM) has recruited 395 
powermen to address the 
shortage of field staff and 
strengthen its power distribu-
tion and maintenance opera-
tions across its service areas.

The recruitment comes as 
MESCOM continues to face 
challenges in maintaining its 
extensive electricity network, 
particularly during the mon-
soon. Heavy rains and strong 
winds frequently damage 
power infrastructure in the 
coastal districts, increasing the 
workload on field personnel.

During the recent period, as 
many as 17,770 electricity 
poles and 496.37 km of power 
lines were damaged, high-
lighting the scale of the chal-

lenge faced by the electricity 
utility. The shortage of field 
staff has often made resto-
ration work and routine main-
tenance more difficult, partic-
ularly when multiple locations 
are affected simultaneously.

The addition of 395 power-
men is expected to improve 
the availability of personnel 
for emergency repairs, main-
tenance and restoration of 
electricity supply. 

The move is also aimed at 
reducing the pressure on exist-
ing field staff who have been 
handling a large network 
across MESCOM’s operation-
al districts.

MESCOM serves Dakshina 
Kannada, Udupi, Shivamogga 
and Chikkamagaluru districts, 
where its infrastructure is reg-
ularly exposed to monsoon- 
related damage.

Traffic signal equipment worth 
₹8 lakh stolen in Udupi

UDUPI
 

Traffic signal equipment 
worth around ₹8 lakh has re-
portedly been stolen from 
near Kalyan Jewellers Junc-
tion in Udupi, raising con-
cerns over the security of in-
frastructure being installed to 
improve traffic management 
in the city.

According to the complaint, 
ACS Technology Limited, 
Hyderabad, had brought and 
stored various components 
required for the installation of 
a new traffic signal near the 
junction. The equipment was 

reportedly kept at the location 
in preparation for the installa-
tion work.

The unidentified persons 
allegedly stole the equipment 
from the site. The stolen items 
included various components 
required for the traffic signal 
system, with their total value 
estimated at approximately ₹8 
lakh.

The incident came to light 
after the company found that 
the equipment stored at the 
site was missing. A complaint 
was subsequently lodged with 
the police, who have begun an 
investigation into the theft.

The incident has raised 
questions about the security 
arrangements at locations 
where costly traffic manage-
ment equipment is temporari-
ly stored. Such equipment is 
essential for the installation 
and functioning of traffic sig-
nals and plays an important 
role in regulating vehicle 
movement at busy junctions.

Police are examining the 
circumstances surrounding 
the theft and are expected to 
check available CCTV foot-
age and other evidence from 
the surrounding area to iden-
tify those responsible. 

Karkala schools hold kabaddi tournament for boys
KARKALA

 
A boys' kabaddi tournament 
was organised in Karkala as 
part of National Sports Day 
celebrations, with 17 teams 
from 13 schools within 
Karkala Municipal Council 
limits participating in the 
competition. The event was 
jointly organised by Kreeda 
Bharati Karkala taluk and Sri-
mad Bhuvanendra Education-
al Institutions at Bhuvanendra 
High School. 

Karkala MLA V. Sunil Ku-
mar inaugurated the tourna-
ment, while Udupi district 
Kreeda Bharati president 
Manjunath Shetty presided 
over the inaugural pro-

gramme. Several representa-
tives of the educational insti-
tution and sports organisa-
tions were present and en-
couraged the participating 
students. 

The tournament featured 
separate age categories for 
primary and high school boys. 
In the under-14 primary 
school category, Sundara Pu-
ranik Memorial Government 
High School, Pervaje, secured 

first place, while Sri Bhu-
vanendra English Medium 
School, Karkala, finished sec-
ond.

In the under-17 high school 
category, Sri Bhuvanendra 
High School emerged victori-
ous, with Sundara Puranik 
Memorial Government High 
School, Pervaje, securing the 
second position. The winning 
teams were presented with 
trophies and cash prizes. 

Former minister and former 
U d u p i  M L A P r a m o d 
Madhwaraj attended the tour-
nament and congratulated the 
young players. 

Entrepreneur and Karkala 
T i g e r s  f o u n d e r  B o l a 
Prashanth Kamath was the 
chief guest at the valedictory 
ceremony.

The programme also in-
cluded felicitation of students 
who had won a state-level on-
line yoga competition organ-
ised by Kreeda Bharati Mysu-
ru, as well as students who 
had secured first place in zon-
al-level kabaddi competitions. 
National kabaddi referees 
Chetan and Shashidhar Shetty 
were also honoured. 

Mantralaya celebrates Sri Raghavendra 
Swamy

Devotees gathered at Mantralaya for the Madhyaradha-
na celebrations of Sri Raghavendra Swamy, featuring an 
Abhisheka, a golden covering for the Brindavana, and a 

grand golden chariot procession. The three-day religious 
festival commemorates the saint entering the Brindavana 

355 years ago. Evening events include a Teppotsava at 
Parimala Theertha Pushkarini, leading up to the Uttarad-

hana on August 31 and concluding rituals on September 2.

2 railway 
overbridges to get 
foundation stones

CHITRADURGA
 

The long-pending demand for 
railway overbridges at two ma-
jor locations in Chitradurga dis-
trict is set to move forward, with 
foundation stone ceremonies. 
Union Minister of State for Rail-
ways V. Somanna will lay the 
foundation for an overbridge at 
Level Crossing-22 on the Chitra-
durga-Davanagere route and an-
other at Railway Gate-1 near 
Chikkajajur in Holalkere taluk. 
MP Govind M. Karjol said the 
Railway Ministry has sanctioned 
₹32.51 crore for the Chitradurga 
overbridge and ₹25.15 crore for 
the Chikkajajur project.
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TNPDCL to Hold Chennai Grievance Meets
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Limit-
ed (TNPDCL) will conduct 
consumer grievance meetings 
in four Chennai divisions on 
September 1, providing resi-
dents a direct platform to 
raise complaints related to 
electricity supply and other 
services.

The meetings will begin at 
11 a.m. in the Mylapore, Am-
battur, Tondiarpet and KK 
Nagar divisions. Consumers 
from the respective areas can 
attend the sessions and sub-
mit complaints to senior offi-
cials for examination and 
necessary follow-up.

In Mylapore, the meeting 
will be held at the office of 
the Executive Engineer (Op-
eration and Maintenance) at 
the 110 kV Valluvar Kottam 
substation on MGR Road, 
also known as Kodambakkam 
High Road. The venue is near 
the Metro Water station.

The Ambattur meeting will 
take place at the Executive 
Engineer’s Operation and 
Maintenance office on Third 
Main Road, inside the sub-
station premises in Ambattur 
Industrial Estate.

Residents under the Tondi-
arpet division can present 
complaints at the Executive 
Engineer’s Operation and 
Maintenance office at No. 

805, Tiruvottiyur High Road, 
opposite the clock tower.

In KK Nagar, consumers 
can attend the meeting at the 
divisional office of the Exec-
utive Engineer (Operation 
and Maintenance), located on 
the second floor of the 110 
kV KK Nagar substation 
premises on Anna Main 
Road.

The meetings are intended 
to address unresolved elec-
tricity-related complaints di-
rectly. Superintending Engi-
neers of TNPDCL’s Chennai 
Central, West, South and 
North distribution circles 
have urged consumers with 
pending issues to attend the 
appropriate session and pro-
vide details for necessary  
action.

TNPDCL GRIEVANCE MEET

Venezuela’s interim 
president says US energy 

deal will last 25 years

The battle to  
build a global  
defence bank

CARACAS
Venezuelan interim President 
Delcy Rodriguez said that an 
energy agreement with the 

U.S. would remain in force for 
25 ‌years, target an increase 

in crude output to 1.5 million 
barrels per day (bpd) and 

preserve the country’s sover-
eignty over its natural re-

sources. Rodriguez hailed the 
accord in a late-night ad-

dress as a “historic” deal that 
would help revive the econo-

my and boost government 
revenue, saying it would help 

shape the country’s future. 
“This 25-year bilateral pro-
ject envisages the develop-
ment of 17 strategic oilfields 
with a production target of 

more than 1.5 million barrels 
per day,” Rodriguez said on 

state broadcaster VTV.

LONDON
Canadian Prime Minister 

Mark Carney has thrown his 
weight behind a new global 
defence bank intended to 

help allies rearm, but other 
major economies have yet 

to commit just weeks before 
prospective members are 

due to sign up. The Defence, 
Security and Resilience 
Bank (DSRB) has been 
seeking to raise around 

€100 billion ($116 billion) 
and use the money to lend 
at low cost to governments 
and contractors for defence 

projects. It will also offer 
guarantees for lenders fi-

nancing smaller firms seen 
as riskier borrowers.

Russia Turns To India For Fuel
Russian refinery disruptions are pushing Moscow toward India for gasoline, 
deepening a two-way energy trade as New Delhi remains a major buyer of 

Russian crude and refined energy products globally.
MOSCOW

Ukrainian drone strikes on 
Russian oil refineries are 
causing major disruptions in 
Moscow’s energy supply 
chain, prompting Russia to 
deepen its energy trade with 
India, according to a report.

The attacks have damaged 
Russia’s refining capacity 
and increased pressure on 
Moscow to keep fuel sup-
plies and energy exports 
moving. In response, Russia 
has turned to India not only 
as a major buyer of its crude 
but also as a supplier of re-
fined petroleum products.

According to the article by 
Nikola Mikovic, Russia im-
ported more than one mil-

lion barrels of Indian gaso-
line during June and July. 
The development marks a 
notable shift in the bilateral 
energy relationship, trans-
forming what was largely a 
one-way crude trade into a 
two-way flow of energy 
products. Such trade could 

also help reduce India’s 
trade deficit with Russia.

Before Russia’s 2022 in-
vasion of Ukraine, Europe 
was the main destination for 
Russian energy exports. In 
2021, Russia supplied 25.8 
per cent of the European 
Union’s oil imports, making 

it the bloc’s largest oil sup-
plier. Western sanctions and 
restrictions following the 
war have since forced Mos-
cow to redirect its energy 
trade towards Asia.

India has emerged as a 
central part of that strategy. 
Its Russian crude purchases 
have risen from around 
84,000 barrels per day be-
fore 2022 to roughly 1.8–2.8 
million barrels per day re-
cently, making India Rus-
sia’s second-largest crude 
buyer.

The article said India im-
ported $56.87 billion worth 
of Russian crude oil in 2024 
and 2025, with daily vol-
umes averaging 1.8–2.1 mil-
lion barrels.

India-Russia Energy Trade Enters New Phase
Russia imported more than one million barrels of Indian gasoline in June–July. 

India is now Russia’s second-largest crude buyer. 

India’s Russian crude purchases have surged since 2022. 

Energy trade is shifting from a one-way crude flow to a two-way relationship. 

Moscow is increasingly dependent on Asian markets after Western sanctions.

India Growth Seen 
Strong At 7.2%

Strong domestic 
demand, rising industrial 
activity and government 

spending are expected to 
keep India’s growth 
momentum resilient 

through FY27.

NEW DELHI

India’s real GDP growth is 
likely to remain resilient at 
7–7.2 per cent in FY27, sup-
ported by strong domestic 
demand and the govern-
ment’s continued focus on 
capital expenditure, accord-
ing to an EY report.

The report said nominal 
GDP growth could reach 
12.5–13 per cent, despite 
geopolitical uncertainties, 
elevated crude oil prices and 
a weaker global trade envi-
ronment. Strong domestic 
economic activity and sus-
tained public investment are 
expected to provide key sup-
port to growth during the 
year.

Industrial activity has also 
shown signs of improve-
ment. EY said growth in the 
Index of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP) accelerated to a 
23-month high of 7.3 per 
cent in June 2026. Average 
industrial growth during the 
first quarter of FY27 conse-
quently rose to 5.7 per cent, 
its highest level in eight 
quarters.

Manufacturing remained an 
important driver, with output 
rising 7.8 per cent in June. 
Electrical equipment, motor 
vehicles, textiles and food 

products were among the bet-
ter-performing segments.

However, some high-fre-
quency indicators pointed to 
a moderation in momentum. 
Manufacturing PMI fell to 
53.5 in July from 54.2 in 
June, while services PMI de-
clined more sharply to 53.3 
from 57.4. Both remained 
above the 50-point thresh-
old, indicating continued 
expansion.

Credit conditions have 
also supported economic ac-
tivity. Gross bank credit 
growth accelerated to a 
25-month high of 18.6 per 
cent in June, indicating 
strong financing availability.

Government capital ex-
penditure growth recovered 
sharply to 23.7 per cent in 
Q1 FY27, after contracting 
23.3 per cent in Q4 FY26. 
EY said renewed capex mo-
mentum should sustain do-
mestic demand and support 
growth.

 
“India’s growth outlook remains 

relatively strong despite 
geopolitical uncertainties, 

elevated crude oil prices and a 
weaker global trade 

environment.”

• 7–7.2%: FY27 real GDP 
growth forecast 

• 12.5–13%: Expected 
nominal GDP growth 

• 7.3%: June IIP growth 

• 18.6%: June bank credit 
growth 

• 23.7%: Q1 FY27 government 
capex growth 

KEY NUMBERS

2047 hardly 20 years from now, reforms 
require a lot more support: FM Sitharaman

MEETING DETAILS 
n �Date: September 1

n Time: 11 a.m.

n �Divisions: Mylapore, 
Ambattur, Tondiarpet, KK 
Nagar

n �Purpose: Electricity 
supply and service com-
plaints

n �Appeal: Consumers 
with pending grievances 
should attend their re-
spective division meeting. 

CHICAGO

The year 2047 is the target 
year set for achieving 'Viksit 
Bharat' which is hardly 20 
years from now, so the speed 
and scale with which the re-
forms are happening require a 
lot more support, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
has said.

Addressing the vibrant Indi-
an diaspora here, the Finance 
Minister said that we require 
more support from people 
who are talented and have ex-
posure, and a lot more support 
from people who can give 
ideas for us to carry it for-
ward.

“And, above all, support in 
terms of capital, which is so 
required for a country to meet 
all its aspirations,” she told the 
gathering at the Consulate 
General of India’s office here. 
The Finance Minister said that 
we have set ourselves a cer-
tain target, which is to bring 
the borrowing down to the 50 
per cent level of GDP by 
2030.

“Therefore, I will be work-

ing on that path. There are ad-
vanced economies whose debt 
is well over 200% of their 
GDP even now. We have giv-
en ourselves a fiscal discipline 
path on the fiscal deficit as 
well. We have fulfilled the tra-
jectory. The last mile that had 
to be reached by 2025-26, we 
have reached,” she noted.

FM Sitharaman said the 
world has witnessed the fiscal 
prudence of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi when he was 
Chief Minister of Gujarat, and 
when he is the Prime Minister 
of the country.

“Our credit ratings are im-
proving. But that's not by cut-
ting corners. That's not by 

stopping the resources which 
have to go for social welfare. 
It is through proper manage-
ment of the economy,” she 
said.

According to her, the fer-
tiliser shortage was not felt in 
India because “we managed to 
keep the markets informed 
about how much we would 
require”.

“The global supply shrank. 
The challenges were even 
greater, whether it was crude 
oil, LPG, or fertilisers. Ships 
going to procure these supplies 
were unable to secure ade-
quate insurance cover. Risk 
premiums had gone up signifi-
cantly,” said FM Sitharaman.

Govt notifies rules to make IST 
common time reference

NEW DELHI

The Department of Consumer 
Affairs has notified the Legal 
Metrology (Indian Standard 
Time) Rules, 2026, paving the 
way for Indian Standard Time 
(IST) to become the common 
time reference for legal, ad-
ministrative, commercial and 
other official purposes across 
the country, it was announced.

The rules were notified on 
August 27 and will come into 
force 180 days after their pub-
lication in the Official Ga-
zette. The transition period is 
intended to give government 
departments, businesses, insti-
tutions and other organisa-
tions time to make the neces-
sary changes to their systems 
and processes.

The move comes amid 
growing dependence on accu-
rate and synchronised time 
across technology-driven sys-

tems. Banking and digital 
payments, telecommunica-
tions, railways, power net-
works, computer systems and 
government records increas-
ingly rely on precise time-
stamps, making consistency 
in timekeeping critical for 
their smooth operation.

Under the new framework, 
the common IST reference is 
expected to improve the accu-
racy of timestamps for bank-
ing and digital payment trans-
actions, support coordination 
across transport systems such 
as railways and airports, and 
strengthen the reliability of 
telecommunications and inter-
net networks.

Accurate and synchronised 
time will also be important 
for power systems, govern-
ment and legal records, as 
well as emergency and other 
time-sensitive services. The 
framework is part of the gov-

ernment's broader ‘One Na-
tion, One Time’ initiative 
aimed at establishing a secure 
and uniform time-distribution 
system across India.

The government is develop-
ing infrastructure to dissemi-
nate accurate Indian Standard 
Time through Indian institu-
tions and Legal Metrology 
laboratories. The rules also 
provide for the use of NavIC, 
India's satellite navigation 
system, along with other ap-
proved Indian timing sources 
for secure and reliable time 
dissemination.

At present, several systems 
rely on foreign satellite-based 
sources for timing. The de-
velopment of an indigenous 
time-dissemination infra-
structure is expected to pro-
vide an additional source for 
critical systems and reduce 
reliance on external timing 
infrastructure.

7 of top-10 firms lose Rs 1.13 lakh cr in market value
MUMBAI

The combined market capital-
isation of seven of India’s 10 
most-valued companies de-
clined by around Rs 1.13 lakh 
crore last week, tracking a 
weak trend in the broader eq-
uity market. Bharti Airtel and 
Reliance Industries were the 
biggest laggards during the 
period. The benchmark Sen-
sex fell 276.32 points, or 0.35 
per cent, last week, while the 
Nifty declined 76.35 points, 
or 0.31 per cent.

Commenting on the Sensex 
technical outlook, experts 
said that a sustained breakout 
above 78,000 could strength-
en the recovery and pave the 
way towards 78,500–78,800.

"On the downside, 77,000 
remains the crucial psycho-
logical support, followed by 
the 76,700–76,500 region. 
Holding above 77,000 will 
be important to preserve the 
broader recovery structure, 

while a decisive break below 
this level could invite re-
newed selling pressure,” an 
analyst stated.

Bharti Airtel suffered the 
steepest erosion among the 
top 10 companies, with its 
market valuation declining 
by Rs 40,500.85 crore to Rs 
11,74,462.30 crore.

Reliance Industries fol-
lowed closely, with its mar-
ket capitalisation falling Rs 
40 ,056.32 crore  to  Rs 
17,38,119.27 crore.

HDFC Bank also wit-
nessed a significant decline 
in valuation, losing Rs 
11,558.35 crore to end the 
week at Rs 11,09,600.70 
crore. Bajaj Finance's market 
capitalisation fell by Rs 
10 ,086.05 crore  to  Rs 
6,70,535.57 crore.

The market value of Lars-
en & Toubro declined Rs 
6 , 4 7 3 . 4 5  c r o r e  t o  R s 
5,55,987.49 crore, while Life 
Insurance Corporation of In-

dia saw its valuation fall by 
Rs 3,162.50 crore to Rs 
5,32,817.81 crore. Hindustan 
Unilever's market capitalisa-
tion slipped Rs 1,550.73 
crore to Rs 4,72,361.83 
crore.

In contrast, three compa-
nies among the top 10 
bucked the weak market 
trend and added to their mar-
ket value. Tata Consultancy 
Services emerged as the big-
gest gainer, with its valuation 
rising Rs 16,643.20 crore to 
Rs 8,48,079.71 crore.

ICICI Bank's market capi-
talisation increased by Rs 
4 , 4 7 5 . 2 8  c r o r e  t o  
Rs 10,22,805.73 crore,  
while State Bank of India's 
valuat ion edged up Rs 
5 9 9 . 9 9  c r o r e  t o  R s 
9,65,568.75 crore. Despite 
the weekly decline, Reliance 
Industries retained its posi-
tion as India's most-valued 
company by market capital-
isation.

TN govt plans to sell onions at subsidised rates through ration shops
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu cooperative 
sector is preparing to sell on-
ions at subsidised prices 
through ration shops after a 
rise in retail rates placed pres-
sure on household budgets 
across the state.

Onions, a staple used in 
kitchens, have become more 
expensive over the past few 

weeks. Large onions, which 
were available for about Rs 30 
a kg at the end of last month, 
are now being sold at nearly 
Rs 60 a kg in many retail mar-
kets. Prices of small onions, or 
shallots, have risen steeply, 
climbing from around Rs 40-
50 a kg last month to nearly Rs 
70 a kg.

The increase has affected 
consumers already coping 

with higher prices of several 
essential vegetables. With 
market rates continuing to re-
main firm, the cooperative sec-
tor has decided to intervene by 
procuring onions in bulk and 
supplying them through the 
public distribution system at 
prices substantially below pre-
vailing retail levels.

As part of the initiative, the 
state has approached the Na-

tional Agricultural Coopera-
tive Marketing Federation of 
India, commonly known as 
NAFED, seeking an allocation 
of 70,000 kg of onions.

The request follows the 
Union government’s move to 
make onions available to con-
sumers at affordable prices 
through retail channels. Once 
the consignment is received 
from the Central agency, the 

onions will be distributed to 
ration shops across Tamil 
Nadu.

They are expected to be sold 
for between Rs 30 and Rs 40 
per kg, providing consumers 
with relief of up to Rs 30 per 
kg compared to prices in the 
open market.

Officials said the first con-
signment would help assess 
demand before further quanti-

ties are sought. Details regard-
ing the number of ration out-
lets covered, purchase limits 
for individual cardholders and 
the date on which sales will 
begin are expected to be an-
nounced after supplies reach 
the state. The proposed inter-
vention is intended to provide 
immediate relief to families 
and curb the impact of the sud-
den price surge. 

India, Chile step up CEPA talks,  
aim to conclude pact this year: Govt

NEW DELHI

India and Chile have stepped 
up efforts to deepen bilateral 
economic ties, with both 
countries pushing ahead with 
negotiations for a Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) aimed at 
expanding trade and invest-
ment opportunities, the Min-
istry of Commerce & Industry 
said on Sunday.

Commerce  Sec re t a ry 
Rajesh Agrawal met Chile’s 
Vice-Minister of International 
Economic Relations Paula Es-
tevez Weinstein in Santiago 
on August 26 to advance dis-
cussions on the proposed 

trade pact.
During the meeting, India 

reiterated its commitment to 
an open, sustained and bal-
anced approach to the negoti-
ations, with the objective of 
creating meaningful and com-
mercially viable opportunities 
for businesses and people in 
both countries. India and 
Chile’s shared position as 
members of the Global South 
and their common strategic 
outlook were also highlighted 
as a strong foundation for 
closer economic cooperation.

Both sides stressed the need 
to build on the growing mo-
mentum in India-Chile rela-
tions and ensure that the 

CEPA delivers concrete out-
comes for businesses in the 
two countries. The agreement 
is expected to provide a 
framework for greater market 
access while strengthening 
cooperation across trade and 
investment.

Agrawal highlighted signif-
icant potential for expanding 
economic engagement in sec-
tors such as healthcare, phar-
maceuticals, energy, minerals, 
agriculture, machinery and 
engineering. A successful 
conclusion of the negotia-
tions, he said, could provide 
further momentum to the ex-
panding bilateral trade and 
economic partnership.

Higher education 
enrolment in 

India grows to 
4.50 cr in a decade
NEW DELHI

Higher education enrolment 
in India has risen steadily in a 
decade, growing 31.5 per cent 
from 3.42 crore students in 
2014–15 to 4.50 crore in 
2023–24, an official factsheet 
said on Sunday. The gross en-
rolment ratio (GER) in higher 
education rose from 23.7 per 
cent in 2014–15 to 29.5 per 
cent in 2022–23, and further 
to 30 per cent in 2023–24.

This steady increase re-
flects growing access to and 
participation in higher educa-
tion, supporting NEP 2020's 
target of raising the GER to 
50 per cent by 2035, the offi-
cial statement said.

The All India Survey on 
Higher Education (AISHE), 
conducted annually by the 
Ministry of Education, pro-
vides a comprehensive evi-
dence base on Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (HEIs) across 
the country.

According to AISHE re-
ports, India’s higher educa-
tion network has expanded 
significantly over the decade. 
The number of universities 
increased from 760 in 2014–
15 to 1,289 in 2023–24, rep-
resenting a growth of 69.6 
per cent. The number of col-
leges rose from 38,498 to 
48,246, an increase of 25.3 
per cent.
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DASARA: NAADA HABBA 
OR NETA’S HABBA?

Mysuru’s Dasara is not merely a festival. It is an emo-
tion, a tradition and an integral part of the cultural 
identity of the people of the city. It is therefore only 

natural that any attempt to alter its character or introduce pro-
grammes without considering the sentiments of Mysureans 
should invite serious questions.

The proposal to hold a Kambala during the forthcoming My-
suru Dasara has raised precisely such questions. Is Dasara still 
a Naada Habba belonging to the people, or is it gradually be-
coming a Neta’s Habba shaped by the political establishment?

Kambala is a popular and deeply rooted traditional sport of 
coastal Karnataka. It has its own history, culture and identity. 
There is nothing inherently wrong with promoting Kambala or 
showcasing it to a wider audience. The question, however, is 
whether Mysuru Dasara is the appropriate occasion and venue 
for it.

Dasara already has a packed calendar of religious, cultural, 
sporting and entertainment programmes spread across ten days. 
Why, then, should an event that has no historical or cultural 
connection with Mysuru Dasara be inserted into the festival? 
More importantly, was there adequate consultation with My-
sureans before taking such a decision?

Reports that preparations have already begun on a 23-acre 
site, including the clearing of vegetation and trees to create a 
suitable track for the event, have further aggravated concerns 
among environmentalists and citizens. The issue is no longer 
merely about Kambala. It is about whether decisions concerning 
Mysuru’s most cherished festival are being taken with due re-
gard to the city’s ecological and cultural sensitivities.

The involvement of political leaders in the organisation of 
Dasara is not new. But over the years, the festival appears to 
have steadily moved away from the spirit in which Mysureans 

once celebrated it. With the end of the royal era, successive 
governments have introduced changes, often according to the 
priorities of the day. In the process, the distinctive character, 
grandeur and sanctity of Dasara have gradually been diluted.

The very expression Naada Habba raises expectations. It im-
plies a festival that belongs to the entire State and, above all, 
enjoys the participation and ownership of its people. Yet the 
manner in which the festival is planned today often gives the 
impression of an official spectacle dominated by ministers, 
elected representatives and government officials.

The absence of a functioning elected local body has only 
strengthened this perception. With the civic administration not 
playing the role that citizens would expect, the festival machin-
ery is increasingly seen as being controlled by the ruling estab-
lishment. Political considerations appear to have acquired dis-
proportionate importance in decisions ranging from pro-
grammes to performers.

A festival of Mysuru’s stature deserves better.
Artists and cultural programmes should be selected by people 

with knowledge and experience in the respective fields, rather 
than being influenced by political recommendations. Decisions 
relating to the festival must be guided by tradition, culture, ar-
tistic merit and public interest—not by the desire to please po-
litical superiors.

The people of Mysuru are not opposed to change. They have 
embraced modernity while preserving the city’s traditions. What 
they oppose is the casual alteration of the character of a festival 
that has evolved over centuries.

There is also a larger question of environmental responsibil-
ity. At a time when Mysuru is struggling to preserve its green 
character, every tree and every patch of natural vegetation mat-
ters. If land has to be cleared for a temporary event, the admin-
istration must clearly explain the ecological impact, the neces-
sity of the project and the measures being taken to compensate 
for the loss.

Dasara should certainly evolve, but evolution does not mean 
indiscriminate addition of events. A festival becomes richer 
when new programmes complement its identity, not when un-
related attractions are inserted merely because they happen to 
be politically convenient or fashionable.

Mysuru has long been proud of a Dasara that was identified 
with its people, its culture, its palaces, its traditions and its 
unique atmosphere. Today, many citizens feel that the festival 
has become increasingly commercialised and politicised a huge 
Jathra wrapped in the language of culture and tradition.

That perception must change. The government should pause 
and listen to the people of Mysuru. Before adding new attrac-
tions, it should ask a simple question: Does this strengthen the 
identity of Mysuru Dasara or merely serve the interests of those 
in power?

Kambala may have a rightful place in Karnataka’s cultural 
calendar. But Dasara should remain unmistakably Mysuru’s.

A Naada Habba must first and foremost remain a people’s 
festival. If the people feel alienated from it, no amount of gran-
deur, publicity or political patronage can restore its lost soul.

SHYAM SUNDAR VATTAM 

FREE FOOD DELIVERY GIFT POSES HIDDEN DANGER

A freebie is supposed to 
be a gesture of good-
will. It should never 
become a threat to a 

customer’s health. Yet a recent 
incident in Bengaluru raises 
precisely that concern. A cus-
tomer reportedly received a 
datura fruit as a compli-
mentary item with an online 
food-delivery order. Unaware 
of what it was, she consumed 
it, became ill and had to be 
rushed to hospital. Datura, 
commonly known as dhatura 
or devil’s trumpet, is a highly 
poisonous plant. Its seeds con-
tain toxic compounds, includ-
ing atropine and scopolamine, 
which can severely affect the 
brain, heart and nervous sys-
tem. Consumption can cause 
confusion, agitation, halluci-
nations, delirium, dilated pu-
pils, severe dry mouth and a 
rapid heartbeat. In serious cas-
es, poisoning can lead to sei-
zures, unconsciousness and 
death. Against that reality, a 
basic question needs to be 
asked: why was such an item 
given to a food consumer 
without unmistakable identifi-

cation and an appropriate 
warning? For most people, an 
unfamiliar fruit is simply an 
unfamiliar fruit. Consumers 
are not expected to be bota-
nists, nor should they have to 
identify poisonous plants be-
fore consuming something that 
arrives with their food order. 
When an item is deliberately 
placed in a delivery package, a 
customer can reasonably as-
sume that it has been checked 
and is safe for the purpose for 
which it is being provided. 
That is where the responsibil-
ity of a food-delivery platform 
begins. A complimentary item 
does not fall outside a plat-
form’s responsibility simply 
because the customer has not 
paid for it. If an item is edible, 
it should be clearly identified. 
If it is not intended for con-
sumption, that should be stated 
prominently. And if consum-
ing it can cause poisoning, an 
appropriate warning is essen-
tial. A colour-coded symbol 
alone cannot substitute for 
meaningful information. A 
consumer who does not know 
what an unfamiliar plant is 

cannot reasonably be expected 
to understand its potential dan-
ger from a symbol without a 
clear explanation. This is not 
merely a question of conve-
nience. It is a question of basic 
consumer safety. Food-deliv-

ery platforms operate on con-
venience and trust. Customers 
do not see who selects compli-
mentary items, where they are 
sourced, how they are classi-
fied or why they are added to 
an order. They receive the 
package and rely on the plat-
form to have made those deci-
sions responsibly. That trust 
carries an obligation. The in-
dustry should therefore exam-
ine how complimentary items 
are sourced, identified, pack-

aged and communicated to cus-
tomers. Every such item should 
have a clearly defined purpose. 
Anything not intended for con-
sumption should be unmistak-
ably marked as such, and any-
thing carrying a potential 

health risk should come with 
an appropriate warning. The 
Bengaluru incident is a remind-
er that seemingly small deci-
sions in a delivery chain can 
have serious consequences. A 
freebie may have little mone-
tary value, might be a market-
ing for the product. But when 
something potentially poison-
ous is presented without ade-
quate information, the conse-
quences can be far greater than 
the value of the item itself. 

PRADIVYA NAMBIAR

FROM SHEEP’S WOOL TO BONE REGROWTH: 
A NEW SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH

What if a material 
commonly associat-
ed with sweaters, 

blankets and carpets could 
one day help the human body 
repair damaged bones? Scien-
tists are exploring exactly this 
possibility by transforming 
sheep’s wool into a biomedi-
cal material designed to sup-
port bone regeneration. The 
breakthrough highlights how 
an everyday natural resource 
can become a promising tool 
in regenerative medicine.

Researchers at King’s Col-
lege London have developed 
a material based on keratin, a 
strong natural protein found 
in wool. Their recent work 
showed that wool-derived 
keratin could support the 
growth of new bone tissue in 
living animal models. Impor-
tantly, the newly formed tis-
sue showed structural charac-
teristics that were closer to 
healthy natural bone than 

those produced using a com-
monly used collagen-based 
material.

From Wool Fibre to  
Medical Material
Sheep’s wool is rich in kera-
tin, the same family of struc-
tural proteins found in hair, 
skin and nails. Instead of us-
ing wool simply as a textile 
fibre, scientists can extract 
and process its keratin to cre-
ate specialised biomedical 
structures. The researchers 
developed keratin-based scaf-
folds that can be placed at 
sites where bone has been 
damaged. A scaffold does not 
simply replace the missing 
bone. Its purpose is to provide 
a temporary structure that can 
support cells and guide the 
body’s natural repair process-
es. In animal experiments, the 
wool-derived material helped 

guide new bone growth across 
damaged areas. The findings 
suggest that keratin could pro-
vide a useful biological envi-
ronment for bone-forming 
cells and could eventually 
contribute to new approaches 
for repairing skeletal defects.

Why Bone Regeneration 
Matters
Bone has a remarkable ability 
to repair itself. Small frac-
tures can heal naturally be-
cause bone tissue is continu-
ously remodelled. However, 
large defects caused by severe 
injuries, disease, surgery or 
other conditions can be much 
more difficult to repair. Doc-
tors may currently use bone 
grafts or synthetic and biolog-
ical materials to help bridge 
larger defects. Each approach 
has advantages and limita-
tions. This has encouraged 
scientists to search for mate-
rials that are biocompatible, 

structurally appropriate, af-
fordable and capable of sup-
porting natural tissue regener-
ation. Keratin is attractive 
because it is a naturally de-
rived protein with properties 
that can encourage cell attach-
ment and growth. Research 
over several years has inves-
tigated keratin-based scaf-
folds, hydrogels and compos-
ites for applications including 
bone and other forms of tissue 
regeneration.

The Importance 
 of the Scaffold
One of the most interesting 
aspects of this research is that 
scientists are not claiming that 
wool itself simply “turns into 
bone.” Instead, keratin ex-
tracted from wool is pro-
cessed into a carefully de-
signed biomedical material. 
The scaffold acts as a tempo-

rary framework. Cells can 
interact with it, attach to it 
and gradually produce new 
tissue. As healing progresses, 
the scaffold can be integrated 
into the biological repair pro-
cess and, depending on its 
design, eventually break 
down. Earlier research also 
explored keratin-hydroxyapa-
tite materials as potential 
bone-graft substitutes. Studies 
found that such materials 
could be biocompatible and 
participate in the natural re-
modelling of bone, although 
their performance depended 
strongly on the composition 
and structure of the material.

A Sustainable Medical  
Resource
The discovery has another im-
portant dimension: sustain-
ability. Wool is a renewable 
biological resource, and some 
wool from farming operations 
has relatively low commercial 

value or may be treated as 
waste. Turning such material 
into high-value biomedical 
products could create an addi-
tional use for an agricultural 
resource. King’s College Lon-
don researchers have high-
lighted this sustainability ad-
vantage, noting that wool can 
provide a naturally derived 
and potentially scalable 
source of keratin. This ap-
proach reflects a broader 
trend in modern science: 
looking at biological materi-
als not as waste but as sources 
of useful molecules and struc-
tures. Agricultural by-prod-
ucts, algae, plant fibres and 
animal-derived proteins are 
increasingly being investigat-
ed for applications in medi-
cine, engineering and envi-
ronmental technology.

From Laboratory Discovery 

to Human Treatment
Despite the excitement, an 
important distinction must be 
made between a promising 
experimental material and an 
established medical treatment. 
The recent findings involve 
animal testing, not routine 
treatment in human patients. 
Before  a  wool-der ived 
bone-regeneration product 
could become widely avail-
able, researchers would need 
to establish its safety, effec-
tiveness, durability and long-
term behaviour through fur-
ther preclinical research and 
appropriately designed human 
clinical trials. Questions about 
manufacturing, sterilisation, 
consistency, immune respons-
es and performance under dif-
ferent types of bone defects 
would also need careful in-
vestigation. Therefore, the 
discovery should be viewed 
as an encouraging step rather 
than a finished therapy.

A New Direction for  
Regenerative Medicine
The significance of this re-
search extends beyond sheep’s 
wool. It demonstrates the po-
tential of biomimetic materi-
als, materials designed to work 
with the body’s own biological 
processes rather than simply 
replacing damaged tissue. The 
ultimate goal of regenerative 
medicine is not merely to fill a 
defect but to encourage the 
body to rebuild functional tis-
sue. Keratin-based materials 
could become part of that strat-
egy if future research confirms 
their safety and effectiveness 
in humans. A humble material 
from the farm may therefore be 
opening an unexpected door in 
advanced medicine. From 
wool fibre to purified keratin, 
from keratin to a biological 
scaffold, and from scaffold to 
new bone formation, the jour-
ney illustrates how science can 
transform ordinary resources 
into extraordinary possibilities.
The story is a reminder that 
scientific breakthroughs do not 
always begin with exotic mate-
rials. Sometimes, innovation 
starts by looking at something 
familiar in an entirely new 
way. Sheep’s wool may have 
been valued for generations for 
keeping people warm; in the 
future, its proteins could also 
help scientists develop new 
ways of helping damaged 
bones heal.

DR. VIJAY GARG

Sheep’s wool may have been 
valued for generations for 
keeping people warm; in the 
future, its proteins could also 
help scientists develop new 
ways of helping damaged 
bones heal.

“Convenience should never 
come at the expense of the 
consumer”.

Revamp Entrance Examinations

The proposed 50% weightage for board exams in JEE and NEET admissions is a welcome 
step toward reducing extreme pressure on students. For years, the dominance of single-day 
entrance tests has fueled a predatory coaching culture while undermining regular school 
education. Valuing board results restores integrity to classroom learning and encourages 
holistic academic growth. However, the authorities must standardize evaluation across dif-
ferent state and central boards to ensure a fair playing field. A balanced system will nurture 
genuine understanding rather than rote test-taking skills.

 - Deekshitha B.S.

Tighter Food Safety Oversight

The alarming incident of toxic Datura being delivered alongside a food order highlights 
critical gaps in consumer safety. As online food delivery becomes an indispensable part of 
daily life, public health cannot be left to chance. Delivery platforms and partner restaurants 
must enforce rigorous quality checks, secure packaging, and supply-chain transparency to 
prevent contamination. The central safety regulators must step in immediately with stricter 
compliance mandates and severe penalties for negligence. Consumers deserve absolute 
assurance that convenience does not come at the cost of their well-being.

- Arshad

Bridging Science and Healthcare
The recent breakthrough using sheep’s wool to develop biomaterials for bone 
regeneration marks a extraordinary leap in modern medicine. Repurposing natural, 
sustainable materials into complex surgical solutions demonstrates the remarkable 
potential of interdisciplinary research. Innovations like these not only make ad-
vanced treatments more affordable but also reduce reliance on synthetic substi-
tutes. Governments and private institutions must increase funding for such 
eco-friendly medical technologies. Investing in bio-inspired healthcare today will 
pave the way for accessible, life-saving therapies tomorrow. 

-Sunil Kumar

LETTERS TO EDITOR 
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BOARD EXAMS MAY GET 50% WEIGHTAGE 

IN NEET, JEE-BASED ADMISSIONS
INDIA MUST BRIDGE ITS GROWING 

YOUTH SKILL GAP

India's education system may wit-
ness a major transformation as 
the government is considering 

giving Class 12 board examination 
marks up to 50 percent weightage in 
admissions to professional courses 
currently based mainly on entrance 
exams such as NEET and JEE. The 
proposal is part of a broader effort 
to reduce excessive pressure on stu-
dents and make the admission pro-
cess more balanced and fair.

At present, admissions to medical 
and engineering colleges are deter-
mined largely by performance in 
entrance examinations, while board 
exams mainly serve as eligibility 
criteria. The proposed change would 
recognize consistent academic per-
formance over an entire school year 
rather than relying solely on a single 
high-stakes test.

The idea has emerged following 
concerns about paper leaks, evalua-
tion errors, and the growing depen-
dence on coaching centres. Educa-
tion experts believe that giving im-
portance to board examinations 
could encourage students to focus 
more on classroom learning and 
school education instead of spend-
ing excessive time and money on 
private coaching.

The proposed reforms also in-
clude aligning NEET and JEE sylla-
bi more closely with school curric-
ula, offering multiple attempts, and 

gradually introducing adaptive, 
computer-based testing methods. 
Such measures are intended to re-
duce stress and make the examina-
tion system more student-friendly.

However, the proposal has also 
sparked debate. Critics argue that 
different education boards across the 
country follow varying standards of 
evaluation, making it difficult to en-
sure complete fairness if board 
marks are given significant 
weightage. They believe that a com-
mon entrance examination provides 
a more uniform basis for compari-
son among students from diverse 
backgrounds. It is important to note 
that this is still under consideration, 

and no final decision has been 
announced by the government. 
Students preparing for NEET 
and JEE should continue their 
current preparation strategies 
while keeping an eye on official 
notifications regarding any fu-
ture changes.

If implemented, the reform 
could mark a significant shift in 
India's higher education admis-
sion process, placing greater 
emphasis on sustained academ-
ic performance alongside com-
petitive examination success.

- DR. VIJAY GARG 

The premise of a rising su-
perpower rests squarely 
on the shoulders of its 

youth, yet a shadow looms over 
India’s demographic dividend. 
Recent policy data and econom-
ic reports continuously remind 
us of a sobering reality: tens of 
millions of Indian youth aged 
15 to 29 remain categorized as 
NEET, not in education, em-
ployment, or training. While 
economic growth figures paint 
a picture of resilience, the struc-
tural disconnect between class-
room learning and real-world 
industrial needs threatens to 
undermine India’s ambitious 
economic trajectory. 

The root cause of this crisis is 
neither a lack of ambition nor a 
total absence of intent. Millions 
of young Indians graduate ev-
ery year with degrees in hand, 
only to discover that their aca-
demic qualifications carry little 
currency in a modern market. 
The modern economy demands 
proficiency in data analytics, 
specialized technical capabili-
ties, critical thinking, and ad-
vanced vocational expertise. 
However, a significant portion 
of the country's secondary and 
higher education institutions 
still operate on outdated curric-
ula, prioritizing rote learning 

over practical execution. Fewer than 
one in twelve secondary schools of-
fer structured vocational training, 
leaving students unprepared for im-
mediate employment. 

When millions of young citizens 
enter their peak productive years 
without viable economic outlets, the 
consequences extend far beyond in-
dividual financial distress. It stalls 
household income growth, exacer-
bates inequality, and creates wide-
spread social frustration. A nation 
cannot build a $5 trillion economy 
on the backs of an underutilized 
workforce.

Addressing this challenge re-
quires a total structural pivot in how 
India approaches skill creation. 
First, public and private sectors 
must dismantle the rigid wall sepa-
rating academic education from vo-
cational training. Integrating indus-
try-certified apprenticeships directly 
into middle and high school curric-
ula must become a non-negotiable 
standard rather than an optional 
elective.

Second, government-backed skill 
initiatives need to transition from 
vanity metrics such as measuring 
the sheer volume of certificates is-
sued to outcome-based metrics cen-
tered around long-term job retention 
and wage growth. Localized indus-
try hubs must co-create course mod-
ules with regional colleges, ensuring 

that training directly aligns with 
local economic demand. Finally, ex-
panding access to micro-entrepre-
neurship capital is essential for 
small-town youth who possess the 
drive to build local enterprises but 
lack the institutional backing to 
start. 

India stands at a historic cross-
roads. The window to capitalize on 
its favorable demographics will not 
remain open forever. If India suc-
cessfully aligns its workforce devel-
opment with the demands of the 
modern global economy, it will un-
lock unprecedented productivity. 
But if it continues to churn out edu-
cated yet unemployable youth, the 
demographic dividend risks trans-
forming into a formidable so-
cio-economic hurdle. The time to 
re-engineer Indian education for 
actual utility is now.

- SHARON FAUSTINA J.

AI BIOLOGICAL SAFETY DEMANDS 
URGENT GLOBAL REGULATION

The rapid evolution of artificial intelli-
gence has moved well beyond natural 
language processing, automated image 

creation, and basic administrative shortcuts. 
Today, generative AI foundation models are 
breaking into molecular biology demonstrating 
the ability to sequence proteins, predict cellular 
structures, and even design synthetic genomic 
material. While these breakthroughs hold im-
mense potential for curing diseases and syn-
thesizing targeted therapeutics, they simulta-
neously introduce an unprecedented, existen-
tial risk to international biosecurity. The world 
is racing toward a reality where complex bio-
logical design is accessible through computa-
tional software, yet global governance remains 
dangerously unprepared.

Historically, weaponizing biological agents 
required state-level infrastructure, elite teams 
of specialized scientists, and decades of tri-
al-and-error laboratory work. Generative biol-
ogy dramatically lowers these barriers to entry. 
By training algorithms on vast repositories of 
viral and bacterial genomic data, AI models 
can now propose viral variants, bypass natural 
immune system responses, or optimize the 
transmissibility of known pathogens. Even if 
an AI model is built purely for benign medical 
research, the dual-use nature of genetic code 
means that minor tweaks to an algorithm’s ob-
jective function could theoretically yield du-
al-use biological weapons.

The current regulatory landscape for life sci-
ences is ill-equipped for an era of automated, 
AI-driven biological discovery. Existing inter-
national treaties such as the Biological Weap-

ons Convention were crafted decades before 
the rise of generative algorithms and deep 
learning platforms. Modern governance cannot 
rely solely on monitoring physical laboratories; 
it must address the digital infrastructure where 
biological instructions are generated.

To prevent a global catastrophe, international 
leaders must establish a stringent, multi-tiered 
framework for biological AI oversight. First, 
governments must mandate universal DNA-syn-
thesis screening. Commercial gene synthesis 
providers worldwide must be legally required to 
screen every print order against secure global 
databases to prevent the production of danger-
ous sequences generated by AI tools. 

Second, advanced biological foundation 
models must undergo rigorous red-teaming and 
risk evaluations before they are deployed or 
open-sourced. Developers must implement 
hard safeguards within the software to block 
the generation of harmful pathogen models. 
Finally, an international oversight body akin to 
the International Atomic Energy Agency must 
be empowered to monitor biosecurity risks, 
enforce baseline safety standards, and facilitate 
global intelligence sharing. 

Innovation in the life sciences should be en-
couraged, but not at the cost of global safety. 
Aligning powerful generative models with 
strict biosafety measures is no longer a theo-
retical debate for ethicists; it is a critical man-
date for global national security. We must act 
before code translates into catastrophe.

- WILLY

The impact of global climate 
change is no longer a distant 
threat for India; it is an unfolding 

reality present in every farming season. 
From flash floods ripping through the 
Himalayan river basins to prolonged 
drought spells in the central plains, er-
ratic weather events are disrupting tra-
ditional agricultural rhythms. For a 
country where nearly half the popula-
tion relies on agriculture for their live-
lihood and over 1.4 billion people de-
pend on domestic crop yields, cli-
mate-proofing the national food supply 
is an urgent imperative. 

India's traditional agricultural frame-
work was built for predictability rely-
ing heavily on predictable monsoon 
cycles and stable seasonal tempera-
tures. Today, extreme weather events 
regularly wipe out harvest yields, caus-
ing sudden spikes in food inflation and 
plunging rural households into deeper 
debt. Furthermore, the persistent 
over-reliance on cereal monoculture 
primarily wheat and paddy has deplet-
ed regional groundwater reserves, de-
graded soil health, and left crops hy-
per-vulnerable to pest outbreaks and 
extreme heat waves. The current sys-
tem prioritizes short-term yield output 
over long-term environmental sustain-
ability, a trade-off that is rapidly prov-
ing unsustainable.

To safeguard its food security, India 

must fundamentally restructure its agricul-
tural practices from the ground up. The 
nation needs to transition away from wa-
ter-intensive monoculture toward crop di-
versification. Promoting heat-tolerant and 
drought-resilient crop varieties such as 
indigenous millets and pulses can restore 
soil fertility while maintaining yield stabil-
ity during extreme weather conditions. 

Simultaneously, micro-irrigation sys-
tems, including drip and sprinkler tech-
nology, must be scaled up aggressively 
to eliminate water waste. Beyond farm-
ing techniques, India’s post-harvest 
supply chains demand a modern over-
haul. Upgrading localized cold-storage 

infrastructure, expanding parametric 
weather-indexed crop insurance, and 
integrating real-time climate forecasting 
into rural extension services will protect 
farmers from environmental losses. 

Feeding 1.4 billion people amid esca-
lating environmental volatility requires 
shifting agriculture from reactive emer-
gency relief to proactive structural adap-
tation. Climate-resilient farming is not 
merely an environmental policy option 
it is the bedrock of India's future eco-
nomic stability and national security.

- MICHAEL ANGELO

CLIMATE RESILIENT AGRICULTURE IS 
MANDATORY FOR INDIA

MINILATERAL PACTS ARE 
REDEFINING GLOBAL 

POWER ARCHITECTURE

The traditional institutions of global 
diplomacy are undergoing a pro-
found crisis of efficacy. For de-

cades, broad multilateral forums such as 
the United Nations served as the primary 
venues for international dispute resolu-
tion and collective security governance. 
Today, systemic paralysis, deep geopolit-
ical rivalries, and institutional inertia 
have rendered these large bodies increas-
ingly unable to address fast-moving glob-
al crises. In their place, a new geopoliti-
cal structure has emerged: the rapid pro-
liferation of targeted, regional, minilater-
al defence and security alliances.

From new defense pacts forming 
across West Asia to dynamic security 
groupings across the Indo-Pacific, na-
tion-states are shifting toward flexible, 
issue-based security arrangements. Coun-
tries no longer wait for universal global 
consensus to safeguard their regional 
strategic interests. Instead, medium and 
rising powers are constructing localized 
coalitions to manage security vulnerabil-
ities, secure vital trade corridors, and di-
versify their diplomatic dependencies 
away from exclusive reliance on tradi-
tional superpowers.

This shift to minilateralism brings both 
strategic clarity and dangerous volatility. 
On one hand, smaller groupings allow 
like-minded nations to coordinate defense 

protocols, share intelligence, and deploy 
security assets with speed. On the other 
hand, the rapid overlapping of security 
pacts threatens to fragment global geo-
politics into competing regional blocs. 
When mutual defense commitments or 
regional security pacts proliferate without 
clear global integration, the margin for 
diplomatic miscalculation shrinks signifi-
cantly. A localized conflict between two 
nations risks triggering cascade mecha-
nisms through interconnected alliances, 
drawing regional powers into wider wars.

For middle powers and emerging glob-
al leaders, navigating this fragmented 
landscape requires dynamic, non-doctri-
nal diplomacy. Navigating a world gov-
erned by minilateralism requires active 
participation in multiple functional secu-
rity groupings while maintaining clear 
bilateral communication channels with 
competing blocs.

The era of relying on unified global 
governance bodies to maintain interna-
tional peace is drawing to a close. The 
future of global stability will not be de-
cided in international assembly halls, but 
in how responsibly nations manage the 
complex, overlapping network of targeted 
regional security alliances.

-  STEPHEN JOSHUA J.

FLOATING SOLAR ARRAYS PROTECT 
INDIA’S VITAL FARMLANDS

India’s rapid acceleration toward green 
energy generation faces a physical con-
straint: severe land scarcity. Expanding 

conventional utility-scale solar farms re-
quires immense tracts of flat terrain, placing 
clean energy targets in direct competition 
with agricultural land and ecological habi-
tats. To sustain aggressive renewable expan-
sion without sacrificing food production, 
India must shift its infrastructure priorities 
toward a proven yet underutilized solution: 
Floating Solar Photovoltaic (FSPV) technol-
ogy mounted across the country’s extensive 
network of reservoirs and water bodies.

Deploying standard ground-mounted solar 
panels across thousands of acres inevitably 
drives rural land acquisition disputes, in-
flates infrastructure costs, and displaces lo-
cal agrarian communities. In a nation home 
to over 1.4 billion people, dedicating fertile 
topsoil exclusively to energy generation is 
an unsustainable trade-off. Furthermore, 
ground-mounted systems in arid regions 
face high operating temperatures that reduce 
panel efficiency and require substantial wa-
ter supplies for routine cleaning.

Floating solar technology solves the land 
acquisition dilemma by utilizing the surface 
area of existing hydroelectric dams, irrigation 
reservoirs, and industrial water facilities. 
Covering water surfaces creates a vital dual 
benefit: the underlying water provides a nat-
ural cooling effect that boosts solar panel en-
ergy output, while the physical shade of the 
panels drastically cuts water evaporation 
rates. Preserving millions of liters of water in 

agricultural reservoirs is critical for regional 
drought management and irrigation stability.

Scaling floating solar infrastructure de-
mands strategic policy coordination. Cen-
tral and state governments must streamline 
licensing frameworks for public water bod-
ies, establishing standardized environmen-
tal impact protocols to protect aquatic eco-
systems.

Additionally, domestic manufacturing 
must be aligned to produce specialized, cor-
rosion-resistant floating pontoons capable of 
enduring monsoon weather conditions. In-
terconnecting floating solar platforms direct-

ly with existing hydroelectric grid infra-
structure will also eliminate the need to 
build costly new transmission lines.

The transition to clean energy does 
not require the destruction of agricultur-
al capacity. By leveraging its vast fresh-
water surfaces, India can expand its re-
newable power grid, conserve critical 
water reserves, and protect its farmlands 
simultaneously. Modernizing green en-
ergy deployment is essential for sustain-
able development.

- MAHESH 
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Probe confirms 24 deaths from contaminated water in Indore
INDORE

A judicial inquiry has confir 
med that 24 people died in Bh-
agirathpura, Indore, after 
drinking water contaminated 
with sewage between Decem-
ber 2025 and February 2026. 
The one-member commission, 
headed by retired Madhya 
Pradesh High Court judge Jus-
tice Sushil Kumar Gupta, 
blamed delays in the tender 
process for a new Narmada 
water pipeline for the outbreak.

The 150-page report was sub 
mitted to the Indore bench of 
the Madhya Pradesh HC last 
week. The court has barred its 
public release. Residents, how-

ever, have claimed that the ac-
tual death toll was higher, put-
ting the number at 36.

According to advocate Man-
ish Yadav, the commission 
held some Indore Municipal 
Corporation engineers and an 
additional commissioner re-

sponsible for delaying the ten-
der process. The delay affected 
plans to replace damaged sew-
age and drinking-water lines. 
This resulted in sewage mixing 
with drinking water supplied to 
homes in Bhagirathpura. Post-
mortem findings cited in the 

report linked the deaths to gas-
trointestinal infections, diar-
rhoea and dehydration. Patho-
gens, including E. coli, Salmo-
nella and Vibrio cholerae, were 
reportedly found in the water.

The inquiry also recom-

mended increasing compensa-
tion for families of those who 
died from ₹2 lakh to ₹4 lakh, 
with compensation of up to 
₹20 lakh in certain cases. The 
report reportedly cleared for-
mer IMC commissioner Dileep 
Yadav and Indore collector 
Shivam Verma of responsibili-
ty. The High Court had ordered 
the inquiry after the outbreak 
began on December 24, 2025, 
covering the contamination 
source, death toll, medical re-
sponse and official account-
ability. Officials had not re-
sponded to requests for com-
ment at press time on Sunday 
about the commission’s find-
ings and details.

CONTAMINATED WATER DEATHS 

Seven militants 
arrested in Manipur 

operations

Couple arrested in 
Manipur over train 

murder

BSF seizes 15.6 kg gold worth ₹25 cr in Bengal

CH NEWS, IMPHAL
Security forces arrested 

seven militants, including 
a woman cadre, during 
joint operations across 

Imphal West, Imphal East, 
Thoubal and Kakching 

districts in Manipur over 
the past 24 hours. The ar-

rested militants were 
linked to banned groups, 

including KCP, UNLF,  
PLA-RPF and KYKL,  

officials said. Forces also 
arrested two alleged drug 
peddlers in Bishnupur and 
seized about 53 grams of 
heroin. Arms, ammunition 

and explosives were  
recovered during the  

operations. Security forces 
continue search  

operations and have  
increased checkpoints 

across the state.

CH NEWS, CHENNAI
Tamil Nadu Police  

arrested a couple in  
Manipur in connection 
with the murder of a 

woman whose dismem-
bered body was found  

inside a red suitcase on a 
Delhi-bound Tamil Nadu 
Express on August 5. M 

Manik Uddin Laskar,  
22, and his wife Bhagabati 

Maji, 21, were arrested in 
Jiribam district with help 

from Manipur Police. DNA 
and forensic tests identi-

fied the victim as 38- 
year-old Hayathun Nisha 

from Odisha. Police traced 
the suspects after  

examining over 350  
surveillance videos. The 

couple will be brought to 
Chennai for further  

investigation.

CH NEWS, NADIA

BSF personnel seized 15.607 
kg of gold worth nearly  
₹25 crore from a woman in 
the Banpur border area of Na-
dia, West Bengal, near the  

India-Bangladesh border. 
Acting on a tip-off, person-

nel from the 32nd Battalion 
kept watch before noticing  
the woman moving suspi-
ciously. She was detained and 
searc hed, leading to the re-

covery of the gold. 
The BSF has launched a 

wider investigation to deter-
mine the source of the gold, 
its intended recipient and pos-
sible links to a cross- border 
smuggling network.

“The project could 
reduce the flow of 

Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu.”

- Dr. Anbumani Ramadoss,   
PMK leader

n �24 people confirmed dead 

n �36 deaths claimed by resi-
dents 

n �150-page judicial inquiry report 

n �₹2 lakh → ₹4 lakh recom-
mended compensation 

n �₹20 lakh compensation in 
certain cases

IN FOCUS 

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday urged young 
people to help build a drug-
free India by using creativity 
to spread awareness against 
addiction. Speaking in the 
137th episode of Mann Ki 
Baat, Modi said the Na-
sha-mukt Yuva for Viksit 
Bharat campaign was gaining 
momentum across the coun-
try, with young people play-
ing an important role.

Modi said drug addiction 
affects not only individuals 
but also their families and so-
ciety. He encouraged musi-
cians, students, theatre groups 
and content creators to pro-
duce messages in different 
Indian languages. 

He also asked people to 
share their work with the 
hashtag #NashaMuktYuva, 
saying creative efforts could 
become a strong tool for so-
cial change.

The Prime Minister also 
spoke about women’s eco-
nomic empowerment through 
the PM SVANidhi scheme. 
He said women make up 
about 46 percent of its benefi-
ciaries, with around 3.5 mil-
lion women using the scheme 
to expand their businesses. He 
mentioned Babita Sharma of 
Ghaziabad, who grew her 
flower and worship-items 
stall into a shop, and TS Nin-
gamma of Bengaluru, who 
expanded her idli, dosa and 
sambar business.

Modi further highlighted 

Mission ShaktiSAT, which is 
giving 12,000 girl students 
from 108 countr ies  an  
opportunity to learn about sat-
ellite technology and innova-
tion. He said preparations 
were underway to send a sat-
ellite developed with the par-
ticipation of female students 
into lunar orbit. 

He also urged citizens to 
support Vocal for Local 
during the festive season by 
choosing Indian-made prod-
ucts and encouraging influ-
encers and celebrities to pro-
mote self-reliance.

His message linked a 
healthier youth, stronger 
women-led businesses and 
local buying with India’s wid-
er national development 
goals.

PM calls for drug-free India 
and women’s empowerment
Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged young Indians to fight drug addiction, empower women 
entrepreneurs and support local products, linking these efforts to India’s development goals.

n �137th episode of Mann Ki Baat

n �46% of PM SVANidhi benefi-
ciaries are women

n �3.5 million women have bene-
fited from PM SVANidhi

n �12,000 girl students’ part of 
Mission ShaktiSAT

n �108 countries represented in 
Mission ShaktiSAT

AT A GLANCE 

CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government 
has started searching for a new 
location for Chennai’s second 
airport after shelving the pro-
posed Parandur project, ac-
cording to sources. Gummidi-
poondi in Tiruvallur district 
and Cheyyur in Chen-
galpattu district 
have emerged as 
the leading op-
tions under 
c o n s i d e r -
ation. Both 
locations are 
situated in 
areas close to 
Chennai.

The move fol-
lows a decision by 
the government led by 
Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay to look for an alternative 
site for the major airport proj-
ect. The Parandur proposal 

had been a key infra-
structure plan of 

t he  p rev ious 
DMK govern-
ment but faced 
o p p o s i t i o n 
over various 
c o n c e r n s . 
The new ad-
ministration 

is now exam-
ining other pos-

sible locations.
S o u r c e s  s a i d 

Gummidipoondi and 
Cheyyur were among 11 

locations considered when dis-
cussions about Chennai’s sec-

ond airport began more than 
seven years ago. However, 
these two places were not in-
cluded in the four sites short-
listed by the DMK govern-
ment between 2021 and 2026.

The earlier government had 
shortlisted Parandur, Pannur, 
Thiruporur and Padalam as 
possible locations. Parandur 
was eventually selected for the 
project. The latest search has 
brought Gummidipoondi and 
Cheyyur back into consider-
ation as the government eval-
uates alternatives.

No final decision has been 
announced on the new site yet. 
The government is expected to 
assess the suitability of the two 
locations before selecting a 
site for the airport. The search 
comes as Tamil Nadu seeks to 
move forward with plans for 
Chennai’s second airport after 
abandoning the Parandur pro-
posal.

TN Govt searches for new 
Chennai airport site

Tamil 
Nadu begins 

searching for a 
new site for 

Chennai’s second 
airport after dropping 

Parandur, with 
Gummidipoondi and 

Cheyyur emerging 
as key 
options.

Anbumani warns Karnataka 
over Mekedatu dam plan

CHENNAI

PMK leader Dr Anbumani 
Ramadoss on Sunday urged 
the Tamil Nadu government 
to take immediate steps to 
protect the state’s rights 
over Cauvery water, 
warning that Karna-
taka’s proposed Me-
kedatu dam could 
affect water flows to 
Tamil Nadu. 

His remarks came af-
ter Karnataka Deputy 
Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar said the state would in-
tensify efforts to build the 
dam and approach the Union 
government for approval.

Shivakumar, speaking at an 
event in Mysuru, said the Me-
kedatu project would benefit 
Karnataka’s farmers, similar 
to the Krishnaraja Sagar dam. 

He also referred to a  
Supreme Court ruling that he 
said supported Karnataka’s 

position and stat-
ed that the state 
would seek per-
mission from the 
Centre to pro-

ceed with the 
project.
Anbumani criti-

cised the statement, saying  
it indicated a change in  
Karnataka’s earlier position 
that the Mekedatu reservoir 
would be used only for drink-
ing water. 

He argued that mentioning 
benefits to farmers suggested 
that the stored water could 
also be used for irrigation. 
According to him, this could 
reduce the flow of Cauvery 
water reaching Tamil Nadu.

The PMK leader said the 
proposed irrigation use was 
also different from the objec-
tives mentioned in the proj-
ect’s detailed report. 

He urged the Tamil Nadu 
government to present Karna-
taka’s latest position before 
the Union government and the 
Supreme Court without delay. 
He said this would strengthen 
Tamil Nadu’s case against the  
project.

Anbumani also questioned 
the reported size of the pro-
posed reservoir. While the 
project report estimated the 
submergence area at 5,000 
hectares, Shivakumar report-
edly cited 5,400 hectares. 

The PMK leader said the 
larger area could allow great-
er water storage and increase 
damage to forests, wildlife 
and the ecosystem. He called 
for legal and constitutional 
measures to prevent the proj-
ect from proceeding.

CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government is 
implementing the SAMRID-
DHI system to reduce mater-
nal and neonatal deaths and 
provide timely, quality health-
care to pregnant women, 
Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini said on Sunday. The ini-
tiative aims to ensure that ev-
ery pregnant woman in the 
state is registered on a central 
portal and receives continu-
ous health monitoring during 
pregnancy, delivery and the 
post-partum period.

Under the programme, the 
SAMRIDDHI por ta l ,  a 
state-level command centre 
and the 102 Maternal and 
Child Health Call Centre will 
be connected through modern 
technology. The system will 
allow health officials to track 
pregnancies, identify high-
risk cases early and ensure 
that women receive timely 
treatment or referrals to high-

er-level healthcare facilities.
Every pregnant woman will 

receive a unique identity un-
der the system. Her essential 
health information will be se-
curely maintained in a single 
digital record, which will be 
updated even if she receives 
treatment at a different hospi-
tal. The system will cover 
women receiving care at gov-
ernment and private hospitals, 
as well as medical colleges.

Health workers, including 
auxiliary nurse midwives, 
doctors and other officials, 
will receive alerts about re-
quired examinations, expect-
ed deliveries, follow-ups and 
other healthcare services. 
Women with high-risk preg-
nancies will be monitored 
more frequently, while those 
with normal pregnancies will 
be contacted every three 
months. Monitoring will be-
come more frequent as the 
expected delivery date ap-
proaches.

Haryana launches 
SAMRIDDHI to improve 

maternal healthcare

NEW DELHI

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra on Sunday renewed the 
party’s demand for an FIR 
against those allegedly in-
volved in a “purification” ritu-
al held at a venue in Haldwani 
after Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge addressed a 
rally there. She questioned 
why no legal action had been 
taken nearly 20 days after the 
incident.

Priyanka described the al-
leged ritual as a shameful and 
objectionable act and claimed 
it violated the Constitution and 
the SC/ST Act. In a post on X, 
she urged Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to ensure that an 
FIR was registered and action 
was taken against those re-
sponsible.

The controversy began after 
Kharge raised the issue in the 
Rajya Sabha, alleging that a 
purification ritual had been 
conducted at the Haldwani 
venue following his August 8 
Congress rally. The event was 
organised as part of the party’s 
preparations for the 2027 Ut-
tarakhand Assembly elections. 

Kharge had also sought legal 
action after the incident.

The issue has drawn sharp 
criticism from Rahul Gandhi, 
who on Saturday demanded an 
FIR and said the alleged ritual 
amounted to a violation of the 
SC/ST Act. He questioned the 
government’s response and 
said action should be taken 
against those responsible.

The BJP has rejected the 
Congress’s allegations. BJP 
MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said 
there was no caste angle in the 
video related to the controver-
sy and accused the Congress 
of repeatedly using caste-relat-
ed issues to create divisions in 
Hindu society. The dispute has 
now become a fresh political 
confrontation between the two 
parties over caste, constitu-
tional values and alleged dis-
crimination.

Priyanka Gandhi seeks FIR 
over Haldwani purification row

HYDERABAD

BJP leaders staged a protest at 
Osmania Hospital in Hyder-
abad on Sunday over the al-
leged rape and murder of a 
21-year-old nurse. The protest-
ers, along with the victim’s 
family, demanded justice and 
strict action against those re-
sponsible. The demonstration 
was held at the hospital’s 
post-mortem examination cen-
tre, where the family also 
sought a halt to the procedure 
until justice was delivered.

The nurse was found dead 

under suspicious circumstanc-
es inside a room in Thukkugu-
da, under Pahadishareef police 
limits. Police suspect that un-
identified persons may have 
assaulted her and killed her by 
hitting her with an unknown 
object.

BJP leader Andela Sriramulu 
Yadav alleged that the woman 
was attacked with a hammer 
and sexually assaulted before 
being killed. He questioned the 
police response and urged Hy-
derabad Police Commissioner 
V.C. Sajjanar to ensure justice 
for the victim.

BJP leaders protest over 
nurse’s alleged rape-murder

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi has directed of-
ficials to deduct court-ordered 
maintenance payments from the 
salaries of state government 
employees who fail to pay their 
divorced wives or children. The 
deducted amount will be trans-
ferred directly to the beneficia-
ries’ bank accounts.

The decision follows com-
plaints received by the Chief 
Minister’s grievance cell about 
government employees who 
allegedly ignored court orders 
requiring them to make month-
ly maintenance payments. Ac-

cording to the Chief Minister’s 
Office, around two to three 
such cases are reported during 
each grievance hearing.

Majhi took serious note of 
the issue and said government 
employees must follow court 
orders. He described the failure 
to provide maintenance to di-
vorced women and children as 
unacceptable, particularly 
when the individuals con-
cerned are state employees.

Under the new direction, of-
ficials will ensure that the re-
quired maintenance amount is 
automatically recovered from 
the employee’s salary. The 
measure is intended to prevent 

delays in payments and ensure 
that beneficiaries receive the 
financial support ordered by 
courts.

The government’s action 
covers cases involving divorced 
wives as well as children who 
are entitled to maintenance un-
der court orders. The move also 
aims to strengthen compliance 
with judicial decisions and pro-
vide timely financial relief to 
families affected by unpaid 
maintenance. The Odisha gov-
ernment is expected to imple-
ment the salary deduction 
mechanism in cases where em-
ployees continue to default de-
spite existing court orders. 

PARBHANI

Maratha reservation activist 
Manoj Jarange Patil on Sunday 
demanded the cancellation of 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde’s event 
in Parbhani, as his protest en-
tered its second day. Jarange 
also criticised Shiv Sena MP 
Sanjay Jadhav for proceeding 
with the programme despite his 
request to cancel it.

Addressing reporters in Par-
bhani, Jarange said Jadhav had 
been elected to work for the 
Marathi people and should fo-
cus on the interests of the 
Maratha community. He 
warned that continuing with the 
event could lead to a response 
from his supporters.

Jarange directly appealed to 
Shinde to cancel the pro-
gramme, saying that the elected 
representatives should priori-
tise the concerns of the 
Maratha community instead of 
organising political events. He 
also accused Jadhav of failing 
to follow his appeal and said 
this could affect his political 

standing. The activist is cur-
rently leading his 11th indefi-
nite hunger strike as part of his 
campaign for Maratha reserva-
tion. A key demand of his 
movement is that eligible 
Marathas should be recognised 
as Kunbis, an agrarian commu-
nity that receives reservation 
benefits under the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) category.

Jarange has continued his 
protest while demanding action 
from the Maharashtra govern-
ment on the reservation issue. 
His latest call to cancel Shin-
de’s Parbhani event has added 
a political dimension to the on-
going agitation. The activist 
has warned that the movement 
could intensify if his demands 
are not addressed.

Jarange demands cancellation 
of Shinde event in Parbhani

Odisha CM orders salary deductions 
over unpaid maintenance
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CH NEWS, TAMIL NADU

Tamil Nadu police arrested 
a couple in Manipur on 
August 29 for the murder 
and dismemberment of 38- 
year-old Hayathun Nisha. 
Her body parts were found 
inside a red suitcase aboard 
the Tamil Nadu Express at 
Agra station on August 5. 
Police identified the sus-
pects as 22-year-old Ma 
nik Uddin Laskar and his 
wife Bhagabati Majhi after 
analysing CCTV footage 
and recovering more body 
par ts from a rented house 
in Gu duvanchery, Chen-
nai. The couple had gone 
into hiding after the crime. 
They will be brought to 
Tamil Nadu for further in-
vestigation.

Kashmir to host first international film festival
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir is set to 
host its first international film 
festival, ‘Rang-e-Cinema’, from 
September 7 to 10. Organised 
by the J&K government’s In-
formation and Public Relations 
Department, the festival aims to 
promote the region as an inter-
national destination for cinema, 
filmmaking, creative collabora-
tion and cultural exchange.

The festival has received 
more than 1,100 film submis-
sions from over 80 countries. 
Of these, 135 films from 41 
countries have been shortlisted. 
India has 64 entries, while 
France has 13 and Iran has 

eight. Films from Türkiye, Ger-
many, Russia, Sweden, Spain, 
Brazil, Qatar, Argentina, the 
United States, South Korea, Co-
lombia and Taiwan will also 
feature. The organisers have 
selected a five-member jury 
comprising cinematographer 

and director Santosh Sivan, 
sound designer Resul Pookutty, 
German film curator Dorothee 
Wenner, Bang Singapore 
founder Keiko Bang and film-
maker Himansu Sekhar Khatua. 
The selected films will be 
screened at venues in Srinagar, 

Jammu and Gulmarg.The govt 
is also planning a floating 
screen on Dal Lake, allowing 
tourists on Shikaras to watch 
films. Around 50 civil service 
officers have been appointed as 
liaison officers for visiting del-
egates and dignitaries.

The festival will offer awards 
across nine categories, with to-
tal prize money of Rs 96 lakh. 
The Best Film will receive Rs 
25 lakh, while Best Director 
and Best Debut Director will 
receive Rs 15 lakh each. Organ-
isers said the event will also fea 
ture leading filmmakers and sho 
wcase J&K’s handicrafts, han-
dloom, cuisine, music, tradi-
tional arts and cultural heritage.

J&K FILM FESTIVAL

Three sisters die 
saving brother in 

Rajasthan

Couple jumps into 
Godavari, leaves 

toddler alone

CH NEWS, Rajasthan
Three sisters and their 

23-year-old brother 
drowned in a pond in  
Rajasthan’s Dholpur  

district on Sunday  
morning. The incident  

occurred in Dhaundh Birja 
village under Angai  

police station limits. The 
brot her, Bholu alias Ravi, 

reportedly fell into the 
deep pond while taking a 

selfie. His sisters,  
Manorama, Boto and  

their cousin Nisha, jumped 
into the water to rescue 
him but also drow ned. 
Police, local divers and 

SDRF personnel recovered 
all four bodies. The  

bodies were tak en to a 
governament hospital for 
post mortems and later 

handed over to their  
families.

CH NEWS, Andhra 
Pradesh

A couple allegedly jumped 
into the swollen Godavari 
River in Andhra Pradesh’s 
West Godavari district on 

Thursday night, leaving 
their three-year-old son 
alone on a bridge. The 

couple, identified as 
29-year-old Dodda Sai 

and 28-year-old Shiree-
sha, had reportedly arrived 

at Chinchinada Vasishta 
Bridge with their child 

arou nd 10 pm. Passersby 
found the crying toddler 
and alerted police. The 

child was taken into police 
care and later handed 

over to relatives. Police 
and rescue teams are 

searching for the missing 
couple, while the circum-
stances behind the inci-

dent remain under investi-
gation.

Couple held in 
Tamil Nadu  

suitcase murder

NEW DELHI

India’s Integrated Fertiliser 
Management System (iFMS) 
has expanded its digital ser-
vices to improve transparency, 
fertiliser availability and mon-
itoring of the supply chain. The 
system now covers more than 
14 crore Aadhaar-linked farm-
ers who purchase fertiliser, 
over 2.5 lakh retailers and 
nearly seven crore fertiliser 
sales transactions each year. It 
also supports the management 
of fertiliser subsidies worth 
around Rs 2 lakh crore annual-
ly.

Developed with technical 
support from the National In-
formatics Centre (NIC) for the 
Department of Fertilisers, 
iFMS connects production, im-
ports, transportation, stock lev-
els, retail sales and subsidy 
processing. New digital dash-
boards allow officials to mon-
itor fertiliser availability and 
movement at national, state, 
district and retailer levels. 
These tools can help authori-

ties identify unusual patterns 
and possible shortages at an 
early stage.

The government has also 
started linking fertiliser records 
with farmer, land and crop da-

tabases. Integration with Hary-
ana’s Meri Fasal Mera Byora 
platform and ongoing work 
with AgriStack are aimed at 
connecting fertiliser purchases 
with agricultural information. 

A new Framework for Fertilis-
er Sale allows farmers to book 
fertiliser through a mobile sys-
tem using their AgriStack iden-
tity. After verification, a QR 
code is generated and checked 
at the retailer’s point-of-sale 
machine.

The Vehicle Location Track-
ing System is also being used 
to improve visibility of fertilis-
er movement. Meanwhile, sub-
sidy payments continue to be 
linked to actual sales recorded 
through point-of-sale ma-
chines. Additional checks and 
random verification are being 
introduced to strengthen scru-
tiny of subsidy-related transac-
tions.

The government said these 
digital measures are intended 
to make fertiliser distribution 
more transparent and efficient. 
By combining information on 
availability, movement and 
consumption, the system is ex-
pected to support better plan-
ning and help ensure that farm-
ers receive fertiliser when re-
quired.

“Why should 
individuals with no 

athletic background control 
sports organisations purely on 
political grounds?”

- Suvendu Adhikari, CM

Digital fertiliser system 
covers 14 crore farmers

India’s fertiliser management system has expanded digital services to track supplies, improve 
transparency and ensure timely availability for millions of farmers across the country.

KEY INSIGHTS
n �14 crores 	 Aadhaar-linked farmers covered 

n �2.5 lakh		 Retailers connected 

n �7 crores		 Annual fertiliser transactions 

n �₹2 lakh crore	 Annual subsidy managed 

n �294		  Assembly constituencies planned for digital infrastructure? 

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari has an-
nounced that around 33,000 
spectators who attended Lionel 
Messi’s event in Kolkata last 
year will receive refunds for 
their tickets. Speaking at a Na-
tional Sports Day programme, 
Adhikari said the reimburse-
ment process was underway 
and would be funded through 
the state sports budget.

The  Mess i  even t  a t 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan, also known as Salt 
Lake Stadium, was affected by 
overcrowding, crowd misman-
agement and logistical prob-

lems. VIPs and officials report-
edly crowded the pitchside 
area, blocking the view of sev-
eral spectators. Messi’s appear-
ance also lasted for only a 
short part of the scheduled pro-
gramme, leaving many fans 
disappointed. Tickets were 
priced between Rs 4,000 and 
Rs 8,000. Adhikari criticised 
political interference in sports 

administration and said people 
without a sporting background 
should not control sports organ-
isations for political reasons. He 
said the government would 
work to reduce such interfer-
ence and introduce reforms 
across the state’s sports sector.

The government has allocat-
ed Rs 400 crore to build 294 
mini indoor stadiums, named 
Shri Aurobindo Stadium, 

across all Assembly constituen-
cies. The state aims to complete 
100 of these stadiums this year.

Adhikari also announced 
that long-pending appointment 
files for successful athletes, 
which had remained with the 
Chief Minister’s Office since 
2015, had been cleared. Eight 
athletes received police consta-
ble appointment letters, while 
145 sportspersons were hon-
oured with a total of Rs 4.31 
crore in prize money under 
welfare initiatives including 
the Atal Khel Samman. The 
measures are aimed at improv-
ing sports facilities and sup-
porting athletes across West 
Bengal.

Kolkata Messi event fans to get refunds
NEW DELHI

India’s higher education net-
work has expanded significantly 
over the past decade, with the 
number of universities rising 
69.6 per cent from 760 in 2014-
15 to 1,289 in 2023-24, accord-
ing to the latest All India Survey 
on Higher Education (AISHE).

The survey, conducted annu-
ally by the Ministry of Educa-
tion, also recorded growth in 
colleges and standalone institu-
tions. The number of colleges 
increased from 38,498 to 
48,246, a rise of 25.3 per cent. 
Standalone institutions grew 
from 12,276 to 15,221, marking 
an increase of about 24 per cent.

Student participation in higher 
education also increased duri ng 
the period. Total enrolment rose 
31.5 per cent, from 3.42 crore 
students in 2014-15 to 4.5 crore 

in 2023-24. The Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio increased from 23.7 
per cent to 30 per cent during 
the same period. The rise suppor 
ts the National Education Poli-
cy’s target of reaching a 50 per-
cent GER by 2035. The survey 
also showed improvement in ge 
nder parity. The Gender Parity 
Index increased from 0.92 in 
2014-15 to 1.08 in 2023-24. Am 
ong Scheduled Caste students, it 
rose from 0.91 to 1.11, while the 
Scheduled Tribe category re-
corded an increase from 0.81 to 
1.08. STEM education also saw 
steady growth, with enrolment 
rising from 91.5 lakh to 1.02 
crore over the decade, an in-
crease of around 11.5 per cent. 
The government said the overall 
expansion reflects greater ac-
cess to higher education and 
supports a more inclusive and 
diverse education system.

BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Leader of Op-
position Umang Singhar on 
Sunday said a Congress gov-
ernment would repeal the 
state’s Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC) if the party returns to 
power in 2028. Speaking at the 
“Jang-e-Azadi-Ulema ki Qur-
bani” programme in Bhopal, 
Singhar described the UCC as a 
“draconian law” and said Con-
gress would abolish it after 
forming the government.

His remarks have renewed 
the political debate over the 
UCC in Madhya Pradesh. The 
state government cleared the 
Uniform Civil Code Bill 2026 
during a special Cabinet meet-
ing on July 20, and the Assem-
bly passed it the following day. 
Congress legislators had op-
posed the legislation and deman 
ded that it be sent to a Select 
Committee, leading to protests 
and disruption in the House.

The UCC seeks to establish a 
common legal framework for 
matters including marriage, di-

vorce, inheritance, mainte-
nance, adoption and related 
family issues. Key provisions of 
the Madhya Pradesh legislation 
include a ban on polygamy, 
compulsory registration of mar-
riages and mandatory registra-
tion of live-in relationships. 
Scheduled Tribes have been 
excluded from its scope.

Congress and other opposi-
tion parties have expressed con-
cerns that the law could affect 
religious practices, traditional 
customs and safeguards avail-
able to tribal communities. 
They have also questioned 
whether a common legal frame-
work would adequately protect 
the rights and traditions of dif-
ferent groups. The state govern-
ment, however, has defended the 
legislation, saying it would pro-
vide equal rights and strengthen 
legal protection for women in 
matters such as marriage, di-
vorce and property. Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav has backed 
the UCC, describing it as a mea-
sure aimed at promoting equali-
ty and social harmony.

Congress Will Scrap 
UCC If Elected in 2028

India’s universities grow 
nearly 70 percent in decade

NEW DELHI

National Commission for 
Women Chairperson Vijaya 
Rahatkar on Sunday urged 
women to remain aware of 
their right to file a “Zero FIR” 
for a cognisable offence at any 
police station, regardless of 
where the incident occurred.

“Zero FIR is your right! You 
can file a complaint for any 
cognizable offence at your 
nearest police station, regard-
less of where the incident oc-
curred,” Rahatkar said in a 

post on X. She explained that 
after registration, the com-
plaint is transferred to the po-
lice station having jurisdiction 
over the case.

Rahatkar also advised wom-
en to submit a written com-
plaint and approach a senior 
police officer if police refuse 
to register the FIR. The NCW 
chairperson shared an aware-
ness pamphlet explaining the 
process and encouraged wom-
en to speak up about offences 
committed against them.

Her message came a day af-

ter she chaired a capaci-
ty-building workshop for 
elected women representatives 
from Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar, Jalna and Beed districts 
in Maharashtra. The pro-
gramme, organised under the 
NCW’s “She Is Change Mak-
er” initiative with YASHDA, 
focused on strengthening 
women’s leadership in grass-
roots governance.

More than 300 elected rep-
resentatives, including sar-
panchs, district council mem-
bers and municipal representa-

tives, attended the workshop. 
Rahatkar said the training 
covered their rights, responsi-
bilities, transparency, public 
welfare and coordination with 
administrative officials.

The NCW plans to organise 
12 such training camps across 
Maharashtra. Rahatkar said the 
initiative aims to help women 
representatives understand 
their duties, monitor govern-
ment schemes, improve their 
skills and maintain honesty 
and discipline while serving 
the public.

NCW chief urges women to know zero FIR rights

IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on 
Sunday appealed to people and 
organisations to avoid shut-
downs and blockades while 
raising their demands. He 
urged protesters to use demo-
cratic methods, warning that 
bandhs can cause hardship and 
sometimes lead to violence.

Singh said shutdowns main-
ly affect daily wage workers, 
women vegetable vendors and 
students. He stressed that dis-
ruptions to education could 
harm the state’s academic cal-
endar and appealed to stake-
holders not to disturb students’ 
studies.

The Chief Minister was trav-
elling to New Delhi to meet 
senior Central leaders and dis-
cuss ongoing issues concerning 
Manipur. He also praised lead-
ers of 14 civil society organisa-
tions and a delegation of MLAs 

who recently met Central lead-
ers and officials to seek an up-
date of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in the state. 
Singh said their efforts had re-
ceived a positive response.

He warned that strict action 
would be taken against anyone 
who breaks the law or attempts 
to create disorder during pro-
tests. His remarks came after a 
48-hour shutdown on August 
18 and 19 over demands for 
NRC updation before Census 
2027. The protests disrupted 
normal life and led to the clo-
sure of educational institutions.

Singh said the Imphal-Di-
mapur-Guwahati bus service 
had resumed after more than 
three years, easing travel diffi-
culties for people who previ-
ously had to rely on expensive 
flights. 

He added that the NRC is-
sue would be discussed during 
the state Assembly session be-
ginning September 2.

NEW DELHI

 The recurring deposit (RD) un-
der the Delhi Lakshmi Yojana is 
currently scheduled to mature 
on July 31, 2029, according to 
a government document. The 
date falls in the year of the next 
Lok Sabha elections. The 
Council of Ministers can review 
and change the maturity period 
after two years of the scheme’s 
launch.

Under the scheme, eligible 
women will receive Rs 2,500 

every month. Of this, Rs 1,500 
will be deposited into a recur-
ring deposit account, while Rs 
1,000 will be transferred thro 
ugh a Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency wallet linked to the bene-
ficiary’s bank account. Benefici 
aries can also choose to deposit 
the full Rs 2,500 into an RD.

The Delhi government 
launched the scheme on Au-
gust 26, with the first monthly 
payments scheduled from Sep-
tember 1. Around 4,000 bene-
ficiaries received sanction let-

ters on the launch day. The 
scheme aims to support up to 
17 lakh eligible women across 
the national capital.

Women aged between 21 
and 60 years can qualify if they 
are the eldest female member 
of their family and registered 
voters in Delhi. Only one 
woman per household can re-
ceive the benefit, while the an-
nual family income must not 
exceed Rs 2.5 lakh. The appli-
cant, her husband or parents 
must have lived in Delhi for at 

least 10 years. Applicants with-
out Aadhaar can register using 
an enrolment slip, where avail-
able, along with another ac-
cepted identity document. The 
Wom en and Child Develop-
ment Department will assist 
those who have not obtained 
Aadhaar. The scheme also 
places restrictions on spending 
through the digital wallet. Ben-
efits cannot be used for items 
such as alcohol, tobacco, nar-
cotic drugs, lottery tickets or 
gambling. 

LUCKNOW

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath on 
Sunday performed Bhoomi 
Pujan for 14 development 
projects worth more than Rs 
100 crore at Lucknow Canton-
ment. The projects aim to im-
prove civic services, health-
care, education, sports, sanita-
tion, water supply and urban 
infrastructure.

The projects include an arti-
ficial intelligence-based solid 
waste management plant, a 
multi-utility sports complex, a 
modern crematorium, a 
1,500-kilolitre underground 
reservoir, new water pipelines 

and eight automated tubewells. 
Overhead water tanks with 
SCADA systems, a special 
school for differently abled 
children and additional class-
rooms and toilets at two 
schools are also part of the 
projects.

A multi-level robotic car 
parking and commercial com-
plex, along with legacy waste 
bio-mining and bio-remedia-
tion facilities, are among the 
other initiatives. Two projects, 
the RA Bazar City Polyclinic 
and Mukhyamantri Abhyu-
daya Coaching Centre, will be 
implemented jointly with the 
state government.

Singh said the development 
of Lucknow Cantonment was 

closely connected with the 
progress of the city. He said 
coordinated efforts between 
the Centre and state could 
speed up development and im-
prove governance. He added 
that the government’s vision of 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047 in-
cluded quality education, clean 
water, sports opportunities and 
inclusion for differently abled 
children.

The defence minister also 
highlighted the renaming of 
several cantonment markets. 
Royal Artillery Bazar has been 
renamed Ekta Bazar, British 
Cavalry Bazar as Uda Devi 
Bazar, and British Infantry Ba-
zar as Matadin Valmiki Bazar 
and Mangal Pandey Bazar.

Delhi lakshmi yojana RD matures in july 2029

Rajnath, Yogi Launch 14 Lucknow cantonment projects

Manipur CM urges peaceful 
protests, rejects shutdowns
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Bessent faces high-stakes G20 test
ASHEVILLE

 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent faces a major test of 
economic diplomacy this 
week as he seeks to reshape 
the G20 agenda around trade 
imbalances, global growth 
and tougher pressure on Iran.

Finance ministers and cen-
tral bank governors from the 
world’s major economies 
will meet Monday and Tues-
day in Asheville, North Car-
olina, as the Trump adminis-
tration confronts uncertainty 
over tariffs, elevated energy 
prices and rising U.S. debt 
and bond yields.

Bessent is also pushing 
countries to sever business 
ties with Iran and warning of 
secondary U.S. sanctions 
against governments and 
companies that continue buy-
ing Iranian oil or facilitating 
transactions with Tehran. 

Washington imposed fresh 
restrictions on an Egyptian 
bank over alleged Iran links 

on Friday.
The effort could create ten-

sions within the G20, which 
includes China and Russia 
and has often struggled to 
reach agreement on major 
geopolitical issues. 

Bessent is expected to 
make Iran central to discus-
sions, while several other 
countries are likely to focus 
on tariffs and trade.

The Trump administration 
has made reducing global 
trade imbalances a priority, 
arguing that government pol-
icies in some countries dis-

tort competition. U.S. tariffs 
are a key tool in that effort, 
despite uncertainty over their 
legal basis after the Supreme 
Court struck down Trump’s 
broad global tariffs in Febru-
ary.

European officials are ex-
pected to raise concerns 
about a surge of Chinese ex-
ports into European markets. 
China’s exports rose 23.9% 
year-on-year in July, as weak 
domestic demand pushed 
manufacturers toward over-
seas markets.

The Asheville meeting 
therefore comes with multi-
ple competing priorities, test-
ing Bessent’s ability to build 
consensus among increasing-
ly divided economies.

TRADE PRESSURE

Israeli strike kills  
2, including a 3-year-

old boy

‘Regained control of 
airbase after soldiers 

mutiny’

CAIRO
An Israeli airstrike killed 

two Palestinians, including 
a three-year-old child, in 
the central Gaza Strip on 
Sunday, health officials 

said. Gaza medics said the 
Israeli airstrike near a bak-
ery in Deir Al-Balah killed 
one man, Hussam Nusair, 

a three-year-old boy, 
Tayyem Hamdan, and 

wounded several others. 
The Israeli military Hsaid it 
attacked and killed a Ha-
mas militant. It said that 
Nusair advanced attacks 
against Israeli forces and 
civilians. Hamas did not 

immediately comment on 
the military’s allegation.

NIAMEY
Niger said it had regained 
control of a key military 

airbase in the capital Nia-
mey after an attack by mu-
tinous soldiers, in the latest 
challenge to military ruler 
Abdourahamane Tiani as 
his government struggles 
to contain a jihadist insur-

gency. The attack high-
lighted tensions within Ni-
ger’s armed forces, which 

have suffered repeated 
battlefield losses while 
fighting West Africa’s al 

Qaeda and Islamic State 
affiliates. Explosions and 

gunfire rang out across 
Niamey early, including at 
the military airbase and 
around the presidency.

Iceland rejects EU accession 
talks in referendum

Icelanders rejected reopening EU membership talks, prioritising fishing rights 
and national independence over closer integration with Brussels.

REYKJAVIC
 

Icelanders have rejected a 
government proposal to re-
open European Union mem-
bership negotiations, with 
referendum results showing 
voters chose to keep the coun-
try outside the bloc amid con-
cerns over fishing rights and 
national independence. 

At least 52.8% voted 
against holding membership 
talks with Brussels, while 
47.2% supported the propos-
al. Turnout was high at 
82.5%, according to Icelandic 
media reports.

The result marked a setback 
for the centre-left govern-
ment, which had argued that 
reopening negotiations would 
help Iceland confront trade 
tensions and growing strate-
gic competition in the Arctic. 

Prime Minister Kristrun 
Frostadottir had described the 
vote as a “now or never” mo-
ment and said a rejection 
would effectively end the is-

sue while her coalition re-
mained in power.

The outcome also exposed 
a clear geographic divide. 
Only two constituencies in 
central Reykjavik recorded 
majorities in favour of re-
opening talks, while rural ar-

eas and Reykjavik’s suburbs 
largely voted against the pro-
posal.

Iceland’s fishing industry 
emerged as a decisive issue. 
Opponents of EU member-
ship have long feared that 
joining the bloc could threat-
en national control over the 
country’s valuable fishing wa-
ters, making the issue more 
immediate than broader argu-
ments over security.

The vote also carried signif-
icance for the EU, which had 
hoped Iceland could strengthen 
its enlargement push at a time 
when Arctic security has be-
come increasingly important.

Iceland is a NATO member 
but has no standing army. 

Supporters of closer Euro-
pean integration argued that 
EU membership could pro-
vide additional security amid 
uncertainty over U.S. com-
mitments to NATO and 
heightened tensions in the 
Arctic.

REFERENDUM  
AT A GLANCE

• Against talks: 52.8%,

• For talks: 47.2%,

• Turnout: 82.5%,

• Key concern: Fishing rights,

• �Political impact: Government’s 
EU push suffers major setback.

“This is a clear setback 
for Brussels,” an EU dip-

lomat told Reuters, saying 
fishing and independence 
were decisive.

Deadly shooting rocks 
Swiss rave party

A deadly shooting at a 
Swiss rave killed one 

woman and injured five 
others as police 

launched a major 
manhunt.

AARAU
 

A 22-year-old woman was 
killed and five others injured, 
some seriously, after a shoot-
ing at a rave party in the 
Swiss town of Aarau early 
Sunday, police said.

The victims, all Swiss resi-
dents in their 20s, were target-
ed during a techno event at a 
covered horse racetrack where 
organisers had expected about 
3,500 people. Police launched 
a manhunt for the attacker and 
cordoned off large areas of the 
town, while appealing to the 
public for photographs and 
videos that could help identify 
the suspect.

A 34-year-old witness told 
Reuters he heard gunshots 
shortly after the music 
stopped at around 2:30 a.m. 
He initially mistook the 
sounds for fireworks as panic 
spread through the venue.

According to the witness, 
some partygoers sought cover 
behind a DJ booth while an-
other woman hid behind a 
refrigerator. She was struck in 
the back by a bullet and died 
at the scene despite attempts 
to revive her.

“It’s just incredibly tragic. 
She was young,” the witness 
said, describing the shooting 
at a local Aarau event as un-
imaginable.

Police increased their pres-
ence in and around the town, 
located about 50 kilometres 
west of Zurich, as a precau-
tion. Reuters footage showed 
armed officers patrolling 
streets, police convoys mov-
ing through the area and ar-
moured vehicles positioned 
near the crime scene.

The shooting has renewed 
attention on gun ownership in 
Switzerland, which has one of 
Europe’s highest rates of ci-
vilian gun ownership.
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Boat carrying 270 people capsizes off North Cyprus
NICOSIA

 
One person died after a boat 
with around 270 people on 
board capsized off North Cy-
prus on Sunday, Turkish Cy-
priot media reported.

Turkish Cypriot Transport 
Minister Erhan Arikli told 
Anadolu that one passenger 
had ⁠died when the ferry cap-
sized. He said there were 267 
people on board, 259 of 
whom were passengers and 
eight of whom were crew.

The privately owned ferry 

left the North Cyprus port of 
Kyrenia at 12:30 p.m. (0930 
GMT) and immediately start-
ed taking on water for an un-
known reason, Turkey's state-
run news agency Anadolu re-
ported.

It was heading for the Turk-
ish port of Tasucu in ⁠Mersin 
province in the eastern Medi-
terranean.

Those rescued from the 
vessel were taken to Kyrenia 
port to be transferred to hos-
pitals, he added.

Murat Senkul, the mayor of 

Kyrenia, told broadcaster 
CNN Turk that 159 passen-
gers ⁠on board the vessel had 
been reached.

Video footage showed peo-
ple in red life jackets sitting 
or standing on top of the over-
turned vessel ⁠as authorities 
scrambled coastguard and pri-
vate vessels for assistance to 
bring them to shore.

The Kibris newspaper re-
ported that the vessel, ⁠which 
some reports said was a cata-
maran, began taking in water 
about four miles off the shore.

MOJTABA CALLS FOR 'UNITY AMONG 
MUSLIMS' IN POST TO GULF STATES

TEHRAN
 

Iran's Supreme Leader Moj-
taba Khamenei urged Mus-
lim countries, particularly 
those in the Gulf, to unite 
against what he called their 
"real enemy" and said divi-
sions among Muslims served 
the interests of their adver-
saries.  The message was 
published on Khamenei's 
Telegram account for Islamic 
Unity Week, which marks the 
birthday of the Prophet Mu-
hammad.

It called for Muslim unity, 
cooperation in various fields 
and mutual defence, saying 
anyone who creates divisions 
among Muslims, "knowingly 
or unknowingly," helps Is-
lam's enemies.

It ⁠asked whether Palestin-
ians would have been left "so 
helpless" if Muslims had 
been united.

Khamenei has not been 
seen in public since being in-
jured in U.S.-Israeli air-

strikes six months ago that 
launched the Iran war, killing 
his father and previous su-
preme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

His call for unity echoes a 
statement he made on Friday 
to Iranians, when he said he 
had banned actions that harm 
social cohesion and urged au-
thorities to avoid "discourag-
ing statements" that weaken 
national and public morale.

Khamenei specifically 
⁠asked Gulf Arab rulers 
whether "rogues without 
identity" would have dared to 
covet their lands and posses-
sions if the peoples and gov-
ernments of the Gulf had 
been "united under the flag 
of Islam."

Since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, Gulf Arab mon-
archies have viewed Iran's 
⁠revolutionary ideology, in-
cluding its anti-monarchic 
rhetoric and regional influ-
ence, as a threat to their po-
litical systems.

During the present con-
flict, Tehran has struck U.S. 
military facilities as well as 
⁠other infrastructure in Gulf 
states, underscoring the ten-
sions between Tehran and its 
Gulf neighbours.

"My emphatic and repeat-
ed recommendation to the 
rulers of Islamic countries, 
⁠especially the countries of 
West Asia and the Gulf, is to 
identify your real enemy, un-
derstand his plan and con-
front it," Khamenei said.

Secretary Bessent will 
want to put Iran front and 

center and talk about tightening 
sanctions on Iran, and many coun-
tries around the G20 table will 
want to talk about anything else.

- SJosh Lipsky, Atlantic Council

Kyiv strike death toll rises 
to 38: Zelenskiy

KYIV
 

The death toll from a Russian 
strike on an ammunition de-
pot in Ukraine’s Kyiv region 
has risen to 38, with search 
and rescue teams continuing 
efforts to locate four people 
who remain missing, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said on Sunday.

The strike, described as the 
deadliest Russian attack in the 
Kyiv area this year, occurred 
late on Friday as Moscow in-
tensified its campaign of aeri-
al attacks against Ukraine. 
The assault targeted a military 
facility storing artillery shells, 
mines, drones and other am-
munition, triggering powerful 
explosions and fires that 
caused extensive destruction.

The attack came amid a 
broader escalation in Russian 
strikes across Ukraine, with 
the capital Kyiv and sur-
rounding areas facing repeat-
ed waves of drones and mis-
siles. 

Zelenskiy said Russia had 
launched nearly 2,000 strike 
drones, more than 1,600 aeri-
al bombs and 31 missiles 
against Ukraine over the past 
week. Among the missiles 

were North Korean ballistic 
missiles, he said, highlighting 
the growing scale and intensi-
ty of the bombardment.

Emergency crews have 
been working at the blast site 
to extinguish fires, clear de-
bris and search damaged 
structures for survivors. Zel-
enskiy said first responders 
had succeeded in putting out 
most of the fires, but warned 
that significant contamina-
tion remained in the affected 
area. Cleanup and emergency 
operations, he added, would 
continue for as long as neces-
sary.

Video footage released by 
the president showed fire-
fighters battling flames at the 
site and emergency personnel 
removing rubble from de-
stroyed buildings. 

The continuing search for 
the four missing people re-
mained a priority as authori-
ties assessed the full extent 
of the damage.

Zelenskiy also vowed that 
Ukraine would respond to 
Russian attacks. “We are 
seeking just responses to ev-
ery Russian strike and crime. 
They will certainly come,” he 
said.

‘Turkey, Saudi, 
Pak to hold first 

defence pact 
meet’

ISTANBUL
 

Top officials from Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
will gather in Istanbul on 
Monday for a first committee 
meeting under the joint de-
fence accord that they signed 
this month, a Turkish foreign 
ministry source said.

The "Mecca Joint Defence 
Agreement", signed on August 
7, brought together Sunni Mus-
lim U.S. allies concerned by 
the Iran war and regional con-
flict that has led to Iranian mis-
sile fire on Gulf oil exporters.

It is intended to strengthen 
collective deterrence against 
any act ⁠of aggression and 
stipulates that an armed attack 
against any of the three would 
be regarded as an attack on 
all, similar to NATO's Article 
5 collective defence clause.

Foreign and defence minis-
ters, as well as the chiefs of 
staff, of the three countries will 
attend the meeting in Istanbul, 
the ministry source said.

"International security issues 
will be on the agenda," the 
source said, with discussions 
expected to cover enhancing 
defence capabilities, greater 
interoperability among their 
armed ⁠forces and deepening 
cooperation in the defence in-
dustry, including joint produc-
tion and development. The 
three nations share concerns 
about the military stances of Is-
rael and revolutionary Shi'ite 
Iran, as long-time ally the U.S. 
struggles to contain regional up-
heaval that has caused ⁠a global 
energy crisis. Six months after 
the U.S. and Israel launched the 
war against Iran, negotiations 
are at an impasse and President 
Donald Trump's administration 
has stepped up efforts ⁠to punish 
Iran financially with what it has 
billed as an "economic D-Day".

War weighs on Iran's economy 
as US intensifies sanctions

CAIRO
 

Iranian leaders are acknowl-
edging the economic toll of 
war with the U.S., with the 
supreme leader urging the 
government to address the 
hardship and the president say-
ing foreign trade has shrunk by 
a third due to the American 
sanctions and blockade.

Yet Tehran signalled no re-
treat, vowing to withstand U.S. 
pressure, pursue diplomacy 
and maintain what it said was 
control over the Strait of Hor-
muz, the strategic waterway 
giving Iran leverage through 
its ability to disrupt global en-
ergy markets.

The government said in a 
statement on state media that 
addressing economic pressures 
caused by sanctions and war 

was a central focus, including 
curbing inflation, managing 
markets, creating jobs, directing 
investment towards domestic 
production and gradually reduc-
ing dependence on the dollar.

Six months after the U.S. 
and Israel launched the war, 
negotiations are at an impasse 
and President Donald Trump's 
administration has stepped up 
efforts to punish Iran financial-
ly with what it has billed as an 
"economic D-Day".

Washington has warned 
countries to cut business ties 
with Iran or face secondary 
sanctions, though the Treasury 
Department stopped short of 
imposing ⁠penalties against ma-
jor Iranian trade partners such 
as China and India, which 
could have repercussions for 
the U.S. and global economies.

North Korea names 
new defense 

minister
SEOUL

 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has overhauled the 
country’s senior military lead-
ership, appointing Kim Song-
gi as defense minister and 
restoring veteran strategist 
Pak Jong-chon to a key posi-
tion on the Central Military 
Commission, state media 
KCNA reported on Sunday.

Kim Song-gi, who previ-
ously served as director of the 
military’s political bureau, 
will replace No Kwang-chol 
as defense minister. No has 
been reassigned to a senior 
position within the powerful 
Munitions Industry Depart-
ment, underscoring the impor-
tance Pyongyang places on its 
weapons production and mil-
itary-industrial capabilities.

The leadership changes 
come as North Korea contin-
ues to strengthen its military 
capabilities and deepen stra-
tegic ties with Russia. 
Pyongyang has moved sig-
nificantly closer to Moscow 
amid Russ ia’s  war  in 
Ukraine, with the two coun-
tries expanding cooperation 
in areas including defense 
and military technology.
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Back where it began: 
Verstappen's karting return

LONDON
 

Formula One star Max Ver-
stappen is stepping away 

from his regular grand 
prix car to take on a 
massive new chal-
lenge. The four-
time world cham-

p ion  wi l l 
compete 
in a spe-
c i a l 
e v e n t 

called "Max 
vs 100," where he 

must try to pass 
one hundred other 

drivers on a go-kart 
track. 
The unique race is 

scheduled for September 
16 at a specially built cir-
cuit in Silverstone, Unit-
ed Kingdom. Instead of 
starting at the front like 
usual, Verstappen will 
begin at the very back of 

a 101-kart grid. His main 
mission is simple yet ex-
tremely difficult: fight 
through heavy traffic and 
overtake every single com-
petitor. Fans can watch the 
entire chaotic showdown 
stream live on Disney+. 

Born in Belgium to rac-
ing parents, Verstappen has 
motorsport running through 
his veins.

 His father, Jos, competed 
in Formula One, while his 
mother raced in karts. Max 
first jumped into a go-kart 
at just four years old and 
quickly climbed through 
the junior ranks before 
making his Formula One 
debut at only 17 years old. 
He eventually joined Red 
Bull Racing, where he se-
cured four consecutive 
world titles between 2021 
and 2024. Known for his 
fearless driving style and 
aggressive overtaking, he 

has earned seventy-one race 
wins throughout his incred-
ible career. 

The upcoming karting 
event brings the Dutch 
driver right back to where 
his journey started. While 
he admits that passing a 
hundred opponents will be 
tough, his deep background 
in karting should help him 
handle the tight spaces and 
tricky corners. 

Meanwhile, his current 
Formula One season has 
brought fresh hurdles.

 Following major rule up-
dates, Red Bull's car is no 
longer the fastest on the 
grid, leaving Verstappen 
fighting hard to secure po-
dium finishes as he sits 6th 
in the overall championship 
standings. This fun karting 
detour offers a welcome 
break from the intense pres-
sure of the grand prix 
 season.

Four-time world 
champion Max 

Verstappen trades his 
F1 car to overtake 
one hundred 
rivals in a 
chaotic 

Silverstone 
karting 

showdown

Lando Norris commits long 
term to McLaren

LONDON
 

Formula One star Lando Nor-
ris has officially signed a 
bumper new long-term con-
tract with McLaren, extending 
his tenure with the Wok-
ing-based outfit until 2030, 
with an additional option that 
could stretch his association 
into his third decade with the 
team since his debut back in 
2019.

The announcement, con-
firms that the reigning world 
champion turned down ad-
vances from rival outfits 
across the paddock. Norris 
candidly admitted that while 
there was clear outside inter-
est from other constructors on 
the grid, he chose not to seri-
ously evaluate competing of-
fers, emphasizing that staying 
with McLaren was an effort-
less choice.

"There was some interest 
from elsewhere, but I don't 
want to go anywhere," Norris 
stated. "I don't want to be 
with another team. I don't 

want to spend time with other 
people. That's why it really 
was probably one of the easi-
est decisions I've made since 
being in Formula 1."

Contract negotiations un-
folded quietly over the pre-
ceding four months in the 
background. Reflecting on 
his journey, Norris high-
lighted the deep loyalty 
forged during the team's 
tougher years before they 
transformed into double 
world constructors' champi-
ons. He noted that McLaren 
never gave up on him 
through challenging cam-
paigns, a mutual 
persistence that 
built an un-
b reakab le 
organiza-
t i o n a l 
bond.

Looking 
ahead, the 
26-year-
old driv-
e r  i n -
tends to 

remain with the squad for the 
remainder of his career, ex-
pressing total confidence in 
the team's resilience despite a 
difficult start to the current 
racing season.

Antonelli faces 
Monza grid penalty 

for upgrades
LONDON

 
Mercedes is launching a stra-
tegic fightback against its 
fiercest rivals in the ongoing 
Formula One upgrade battle. 
The Brackley-based racing 
team has mapped out a two-
step offensive, starting with 
an updated power unit at the 
Italian Grand Prix before un-
leashing a major aerodynamic 
package later in the champi-
onship.

The initial phase begins at 
Monza, where young driver 
Kimi Antonelli will receive a 
fresh power unit. Because of the 
component change, the 20-year-
old will face a grid penalty and 
start the race from the back of 
the pack. Mercedes plans to ro-
tate this updated engine onto 
George Russell's car over the 
remaining races of the season.

While the engine hits the 
track in Italy, the team's aero up-
grades are being saved for a lat-
er date. 

Engineers decided to hold 
back the new bodywork because 
the current W17 car handles 
high-speed Italian circuits well. 
Instead, the upcoming aerody-
namic package is targeted for 
the race at Sepang in Malaysia.

Data collected before the 
summer break drove this careful 
timing. Mercedes discovered a 
direct link between aerodynam-
ic downforce and corner exit 
traction. By improving grip and 
reducing wheelspin during ac-
celeration, the team can cut en-
ergy waste. This clever optimi-
zation allows for a faster battery 
recharge cycle and longer ener-
gy deployment windows on 
track.

However, translating comput-
er simulations into real-world 
speed remains a tough test. 

Ferrari is also bringing an 
evolved power unit featuring a 
new ADUO system to the track, 
meaning Mercedes will face 
fierce competition. Even so, the 
team feels confident. 

How Michael Schumacher 
sparked Jack Doohan's dream

LONDON
 

Haas reserve driver Jack Doo-
han has opened up about his 
unique childhood and why 
7-time Formula One world 
champion Michael Schum-
acher remains his ultimate 
racing idol. Growing up, Doo-
han had a front-row seat to 
greatness because Schumach-
er was close friends and 
neighbors with his father, mo-
torcycle legend Mick Doohan.

The special bond began 
back in 1994 after both cham-
pions claimed their maiden 
titles. For young Jack, the 
German racing icon was 
much more than a global 
sports superstar. He was sim-
ply a familiar face around the 
house who gifted Jack and his 
sister their very first go-kart. 
That thoughtful present ulti-
mately sparked the young 
Australian's lifelong journey 
into professional motorsport.

Beyond the seven world ti-
tles and record-breaking sta-
tistics, Doohan deeply values 
the down-to-earth human 

qualities that Schumacher 
maintained away from the 
high-pressure Formula One 
paddock. Growing up around 
him taught Jack that elite ath-
letes are ordinary people at 
their core, sharing the same 
daily routines as everyone 
else.

On the racing track, howev-
er, Schumacher was an entire-
ly different force of nature. 
Doohan admired the legend-
ary driver's fierce confidence, 
calculated aggression, and 
unmatched precision when 
placing a car through tough 
corners. Moreover, the intense 

physical and mental dedica-
tion that Schumacher shared 
behind closed doors alongside 
Mick Doohan highlighted a 
relentless work ethic that sep-
arated him from the rest of the 
grid.

Ultimately, while racing de-
bates often focus heavily on 
spreadsheets and trophy 
counts, Doohan's admiration 
runs much deeper. For him, 
the true legacy lies in Schum-
acher's rare ability to domi-
nate across multiple decades, 
adapt to changing machinery, 
and stay remarkably grounded 
throughout a legendary career.

Munoz strike saves 
Liverpool from defeat

LONDON
 

The early weeks of the En-
glish Premier League sea-
son continue to deliver dra-
matic twists, highlighted 
by Liverpool's ongoing 
search for a victory and 
Hull City's astonishing 
continuation of a flawless 
return to top-flight foot-
ball.

At Anfield, Liverpool 
was forced to settle for a 
f r u s t r a t i n g  2 - 2  d r a w 
against Nottingham Forest 
during the early kick-off. 
Nottingham Forest seized 
the initiative in the 24th 
minute when Dan Ndoye 
clinically tucked away a 
side-footed finish 
past the defense. 
Liverpool strug-
gled to break 
down a resil-
ient visitor 
backline 
u n t i l t h e 

h o u r 
m a r k , 

when star 
striker Al-

exander Isak 
leveled the score 

with a composed finish.
The match swung violent-

ly back into Forest's favor 
shortly after when Liver-
pool goalkeeper Alisson 
Becker conceded a penalty 
inside the box. 

Morgan Gibbs-Whi te 
stepped up and coolly con-
verted from the spot to re-
store the visitors' advantage. 
However, newly acquired 
summer signing Victor Mu-
noz rescued a point for the 
hosts with only eight min-
utes remaining in regula-
tion time.

 Munoz executed a 
sharp  tu rn  ins ide  a 
crowded penalty area be-
fore unleashing a power-
ful, decisive strike to net 

his maiden goal for the 
club.

Meanwhile, Hull City 
captivated the footballing 
world by maintaining its 
spotless start to the cam-
paign with a hard-fought 
1-0 victory away against 
Coventry City in a fascinat-
ing clash between two re-
cently promoted sides.

 Fresh off a stunning vic-
tory over Manchester Unit-
ed the previous weekend, 
Hull displayed immense 
defensive discipline and 
tactical organization. 

Canadian international 
Liam Millar proved to be 
the decisive hero, breaking 
t h e  d e a d l o c k  i n  t h e 
eighty-second minute after 
receiving a clever assist 
from Mohamed Belloumi.

Elsewhere, Newcastle 
United piled further misery 
onto Tottenham Hotspur 
with a convincing 2-0 away 
win in North London. 

Tottenham, having heav-
ily invested in new talent 
over the summer transfer 
window, has now stumbled 
to consecutive defeats to 
open their league cam-
paign. 

Following an impressive 
debut performance from 
Nico Gonzalez, Newcastle 
secured the three points 
through second-half strikes 
from Anthony Elanga and 
Yoane Wissa, the latter 
hooking home sharply fol-
lowing a corner kick.

Atletico Madrid secures 
win without Julian Alvarez

MADRID
 

Atletico Madrid put transfer 
distractions aside to secure a 
commanding 3-1 victory 
away against Sevilla in the 
Spanish top flight.

The match took place with-
out star striker Julian Alvarez, 
whose future has dominated 
headlines all week amid 
strong links to a potential 
move to Barcelona. Left out 
of the matchday squad entire-
ly, Alvarez watched from afar 
as his teammates dismantled 
a Sevilla side that had won its 
opening 2 fixtures of the cam-
paign.

Atletico came out flying 
and effectively settled the 
contest during a blistering 
first-half display. Alex Baena 
led the charge with two bril-
liant goals, while new signing 
Ademola Lookman added a 
third to give the visitors a 
comfortable 3-0 lead within 
just thirty-three minutes. Se-
villa tried to mount a come-
back after the break when 
Miguel Sierra headed home in 
the sixty-sixth minute, but the 
early deficit proved too steep 
to overcome.

Meanwhile, Levante cap-
tured its first victory of the 
season in a chaotic 5-2 goal 
fest at home against Betis. 
The game was tied 2-2 at 
halftime following strikes 
from Betis players Marc Bar-

tra and Rodrigo Riquelme. 
However, Levante dominated 
the second half, with Adrian 
de la Fuente, Enzo Bardeli, 
Jon Ander Olasagasti, and 
Roger Brugue who netted 
twice tearing through the de-
fense to seal the points.

Real Sociedad also earned 
its first win of the new cam-
paign by defeating Espanyol 
2-1 on home turf. Ander Bar-
renetxea opened the scoring 
after latching onto a clever 
pass from Mikel Oyarzabal, 
and Orri Oskarsson added a 
second. Roberto Fernandez 
pulled one back for Espanyol, 
but the visitors were ultimate-
ly outplayed.

E l s e w h e r e ,  R a c i n g 
Santander celebrated its first 
La Liga win in fourteen years 
following a dramatic 3-2 Fri-
day night triumph over Elche. 
New signing Yassir Zabiri 
starred with a first-half hat-
trick. Elche fought back late 
with two quick goals in a sin-
gle minute from Buba San-
gare and Fer Nino, but 
Santander held firm. Finally, 
Villarreal remains winless af-
ter suffering a frustrating 1-0 
defeat away to Deportivo 
Alaves. Despite dominating 
possession with 74 percent of 
the ball, Villarreal failed to 
break down a stubborn Alaves 
defense, which secured the 
win via a first-half strike from 
Lucas Boye.

Chang Bingyu claims 
Wuhan Open snooker title
WUHAN

 
Chinese snooker player Chang 
Bingyu captured his very first 
career ranking event title in 
dramatic fashion, defeating the 
newly crowned world number 
one Zhao Xintong 10-7 in a 
thrilling all-Chinese final at 
the World Snooker Wuhan 
Open.

The 24-year-old secured the 
championship under immense 
pressure during a tense decid-
ing frame. With Zhao leading 
on points and only the black 
ball left on the table, Chang 
executed a brilliant tactical 
snooker. He forced his oppo-
nent into a crucial foul, cleared 
4 tricky colors close to the 
cushion, and finally potted the 
black to win the frame by just 
two points. Overwhelmed by 
the moment, Chang buried his 
face in a towel and wept tears 
of joy after shaking hands.

This victory marks a mas-
sive career milestone follow-
ing a difficult period away 
from professional competition. 

After regaining his tour sta-
tus, Chang reached his maiden 
ranking final at the Scottish 
Open in late 2025 but suffered 
a tough loss. Using that heart-
break as motivation, he put 
together an incredible run in 
Wuhan, eliminating top-tier 
opponents like Ali Carter, Judd 
Trump, and his childhood idol, 
Ronnie O'Sullivan.

Despite entering the final as 
the underdog against Zhao 
who had won all seven of his 
previous ranking finals, Chang 

played with calm determina-
tion.

 Zhao graciously praised his 
young compatriot after the 
match, noting that the rising 
generation of players has 
reached an exceptionally 
high standard.

The tournament high-
lighted the booming 
growth of Chinese 
snooker, with the Wu-
han Open crown stay-
ing in local hands for 
the third consecutive 
year. The semifinals 
also featured three dis-
tinct generations of 
Chinese talent. Although 
Chang celebrated his 
breakthrough triumph, he re-
mains grounded, admitting that 
he still needs to improve his 
emotional composure to com-
pete consistently with the 
world's elite players.

Trinbago Knight Riders 
retire Dwayne Bravo's jersey
PORT OF SPAIN

 
The Trinbago Knight Riders 
have  off ic ia l ly  re t i red 
Dwayne Bravo's iconic num-
ber 47 jersey, honoring the 
legendary all-rounder for his 
massive impact on the fran-
chise, the Caribbean Premier 
League, and Trinidad and To-
bago cricket.

During a special pre-match 
ceremony on Saturday ahead 
of the team's fixture against 
the Jamaica Kingsmen, 
Knight Riders CEO Venky 
Mysore praised Bravo's un-
matched legacy. Bravo be-
comes the first player in CPL 
history to receive this presti-
gious jersey retirement honor. 
Having transitioned smoothly 
from the field to the dugout, 
Bravo currently serves as the 
franchise's head coach.

Bravo built an extraordi-
nary record as a player, cap-
turing five CPL titles since 
2015. He famously captained 
the Knight Riders to back-to-
back championship victories 
in 2017 and 2018 before lead-
ing the St Kitts and Nevis Pa-
triots to glory in 2021. Over a 
stellar career spanning from 
2013 to 2024, he racked up 
one hundred seven appearanc-

es, making him the third most 
capped player in the league's 
history behind Sunil Narine 
and Imran Tahir.

Current team captain Nich-
olas Pooran led the tributes, 
thanking Bravo for acting as a 
vital mentor, inspiration, and 
father figure to the squad. 
Longtime teammates and 
cricket icons Sunil Narine and 
Kieron Pollard also shared 
heartfelt messages. They 
highlighted how Bravo's un-
matched energy, winning 
mentality, and deep care for 
his peers paved the way for a 
generation of young Caribbe-
an cricketers and built a cul-
ture of consistent success.

This emotional tribute en-
sures that Bravo's remarkable 
footprint on the sport will re-
main permanently tied to the 
Knight Riders organization.
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Tottenham 
reach 
agreement 
to sign 
Iliman 
Ndiaye 

LONDON 
 

Tottenham Hotspur have 
agreed on a deal to bring in 
Iliman Ndiaye from Everton. 
At the same time, their own 
forward, Richarlison, is pack-
ing his bags to return to his 
former home on Merseyside. 
Club officials have clarified 
that these two separate trans-
fers are not connected in any 
way.

The arrival of Ndiaye 
brings a major boost to the 
squad under manager Roberto 
De Zerbi. The talented Sene-
gal winger is expected to slot 
right into the attack alongside 
fresh faces Omar Marmoush 
and Savio. Reports from 
sports outlets confirmed the 
breakthrough, coming just as 
Ndiaye still had three years 
remaining on his previous 
contract with Everton.

While one star arrives, an-
other is heading out the door. 
Manager De Zerbi recently 
opened up about squad 
changes following a tough 
2-0 defeat against Newcastle. 

He explained that Richarlison 
made it clear he wanted a 
fresh start elsewhere. The 
coach also noted that other 
players, including Kevin 
Danso and Pape Sarr, have 
expressed similar wishes 
during this busy transfer win-
dow.

Manchester City had kept a 
close eye on Ndiaye as well, 
hoping to secure his signa-
ture. However, Pep Guardio-
la's rivals appear to have 
shifted their focus toward 
Liverpool player Cody Gak-
po, who reportedly wants to 
make a switch to Enzo 
Maresca's side instead.

Ndiaye originally joined 
Everton back in 2024 in a 
move from Marseille costing 
15 million pounds. During his 
time there, he became a fa-
miliar face to fans, making 73 
appearances and finding the 
back of the net 17 times.

On the other side of this 
swap, Richarlison is heading 
back to the club where he 
previously made a strong 
name for himself. 

Neser extends Brisbane 
stay until BBL17

BRISBANE
 

Expe r i enced  Aus t r a l i a 
all-rounder Michael Neser 
has committed his future to 
the Brisbane Heat by signing 
a 2-year contract extension. 
This new deal keeps the 
fast-bowling star with the 
franchise through the end of 
the 17th edition of the Big 
Bash League.

Neser has remained a key 
part of the tournament since 
its very first season in 2011. 
Though he spent nine years 
with the Adelaide Strikers and 
won a title there, he returned 
to the Heat in 2021. This up-
coming summer marks his 
seventh campaign with the 
Bris-

bane-based team, boosting a 
strong pace attack that already 
features national teammates 
Xavier Bartlett and Spencer 
Johnson, alongside young tal-
ent Callum Vidler.

Head coach James Hopes 
welcomed the news, praising 
the veteran player's leadership 
during intense moments. 
Hopes pointed out that the 
team always performs at its 
best when the seasoned quick 
is involved. He also noted the 
pride the club felt seeing Nes-
er bring his competitive qual-
ities to the Australian national 
team during last season's Ash-
es series. Over his career, the 
36-year-old has established 
himself as one of the compe-
tition's top performers. He 
currently sits joint-ninth on 
the all-time tournament wick-
et-taker list, having claimed 
117 scalps across 105 match-
es. His standout moments in-
clude taking a career-high 26 
wickets to guide his side to 
the final in the twelfth season, 
followed by another 12 wick-
ets when the team lifted the 
trophy the following year.

Speaking about his decision to 
stay, Neser shared his excite-
ment about performing in front 
of local fans at the Gabba. He 
described the electric atmo-
sphere of a packed home sta-
dium as the highlight of 
playing in the league, noting 
how crucial the crowd's en-
ergy feels during high-pres-

sure moments on the field.

Tottenham secures Everton’s Iliman Ndiaye 
while Richarlison heads back to Merseyside 

in a busy transfer window shake-up.

Rabada sidelined 
for Australia  

test series
JOHANNESBURG 

 
South Africa has suffered a 
major setback as frontline fast 
bowler Kagiso Rabada is set 
to miss the upcoming home 
Test series against Australia. 
The 31-year-old speedster 
sustained a severe grade-3 
tear in his right hamstring 
during a winter training con-
ditioning session, forcing a 
lengthy spell on the sidelines. 

Allan Donald, bowling 
coach for Rabada's domestic 
team, confirmed that medical 
assessments rule out any 
chance of an early return. The 
injury means the pacer will 
miss not only local 4-day fix-
tures but also the high-profile 
Test matches against Australia. 
Medical staff project a recov-
ery timeline of up to 10 weeks. 

The series begins with a 
3-match ODI fixture in late 
September, followed by the 
Test matches. Durban will 
host the opening Test on Oc-
tober 9, with subsequent 
games scheduled in Gqeberha 
and Cape Town later that 
month. Rabada's absence 
leaves a massive gap in the 
bowling lineup. 

Until the last ball: Ali's defiant stance
LONDON 

 
Pakistan opener Imam-ul-Haq faces 
a major battle to play any further part 
in the ongoing second Test against 
England at Lord's. Scans have con-
firmed that the left-handed batsman 
suffered a grade-one tear in his left 
calf during the opening day of the 
match.

The injury first flared up after tea 
on Day 1, forcing him to leave the 
pitch immediately. He was unable to 
take his usual spot in the batting or-
der as Pakistan slumped to a paltry 
110 all out in response to England's 
first-innings total of 290. Substitute 
fielder Salman Agha stepped in to 
cover for him while medical staff as-
sessed the damage.

Team management revealed that 
his continued involvement in the 
match depends entirely on ongoing 

treatment for the muscle strain. How-
ever, fast bowler Mohammad Ali 
admitted in a post-match press con-
ference that precise updates remain 
strictly with the medical panel.

The physical setback actually traces 
back to the opening Test at Heading-
ley. During that fixture, the opener 
required urgent medical attention and 
had his left calf heavily strapped while 
compiling a gritty 42-run knock.

His potential absence deals a se-
vere psychological and tactical blow 
to the visiting side. Because cricket 
rules restrict player replacements ex-
clusively to concussion incidents, 
Pakistan will be forced to play a man 
down if he fails to bat again.

England currently holds a com-
manding grip on the contest after a 
rain-shortened Day 3 left them sitting 
comfortably at 177 for 7. With Dan 
Lawrence unbeaten on 50, the hosts 

boast a massive 
lead of 357 
runs heading 
into the clos-
ing stages.

Despite facing 
a daunting uphill 
task, bowler Ali re-
mains remarkably optimis-
tic about pulling off an ex-
traordinary escape. Speaking 
to reporters, he emphasized 
that historic run chases past 
the 350-run mark remain en-
tirely possible with the right 
mindset. He stressed that 
belief within the dressing 
room stays alive until the 
very final delivery is 
bowled, even as tricky 
overhead conditions con-
tinue to test the touring 
squad.

SURREY STINT AWAITS J&K 
PACER AUQIB NABI 

NEW DELHI 
 

Jammu and Kashmir fast 
bowler Auqib Nabi is gear-

ing up for an exciting stint in 
English county cricket. The 
talented pacer is expected to 
represent Surrey for the re-
mainder of the County Cham-
pionship Division One sea-
son, adding more internation-
al flavor to the domestic com-
petition.

Fresh off a stellar domestic 
campaign, Nabi finished as 
the leading wicket-taker in 
the previous Ranji Trophy 
season. He bagged an impres-
sive 60 wickets at a remark-
able average of 12.56, playing 
a vital role in leading his 
home side to their historic 
maiden championship tri-
umph.

Sources close to the devel-
opment confirm that all his 
visa paperwork is finalized, 
and he is scheduled to catch a 
flight from New Delhi to En-
gland. If everything goes ac-
cording to plan, he could 
make his debut for Surrey in 

their upcoming fixture against 
Yorkshire, which gets under-
way on September 2 at The 
Oval.

Following that opening 
match, Surrey faces fixtures 
against Sussex in Hove on 
September 8 and Glamorgan 
back at The Oval on Septem-
ber 15. The primary goal be-
hind this move involves giv-
ing the young bowler valu-
able exposure to seam-
er-friendly English condi-
tions. Indian team manage-
ment and national selectors 
are keen to test his ability to 
swing the red Kookaburra 
ball in helpful environments, 
keeping a future Test tour of 
New Zealand firmly in mind.

Although Nabi was part of 
India's recent Test squad 
against Sri Lanka, he did not 
get a chance to play on the 
field. He will now join sever-
al compatriots already playing 
across the English domestic 
circuit, including spinners 
Manav Suthar and Kuldeep 
Yadav, alongside Surrey 
teammates Rahul Chahar and 

Mahipal Lomror.
Once his time in county 

cricket concludes, Nabi is 
slated to link up with the In-
dia A squad for two red-ball 
matches against Australia 
starting later in September. 
Meanwhile, rumors suggest 
senior quicks Mohammed 
Shami and Mukesh Kumar 
might also join county teams 
later this season.

Chelsea complete signing of Emiliano Martinez

BENGALURU
 

The Karnataka Under-14 girls 
basketball team clinched the 
gold medal and claimed the 
championship title at the 
CISCE Nationals Basketball 
Tournament 2026, hosted at 
St. Joseph's School in Greater 
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. Chief 
Guest Mrs. Poonam Chaturve-
di, alongside school principals 
and CISCE members, handed 
over the gleaming champion-
ship trophy to the victorious 
squad. Team coach Mrs. Su-
nayana Swarup, assistant 
coach Mrs. Gomedha, captain 
Kenisha Anil, and standout 
player Devi Shiza celebrated 
the historic win. The talented 
young roster proudly brought 
home top honors, marking a 
remarkable triumph for youth 
sports in Karnataka.

Karnataka 
under-14 girls 

win CISCE 
basketball title

NEW DELHI 
 

Chelsea have officially secured the services of 
star goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez from Aston 
Villa on a 3-year contract, just ahead of the 
summer transfer window deadline.

The Argentine shot-stopper arrives at Stam-
ford Bridge following a successful 6-year spell 
with Aston Villa, where his achievements in-
cluded lifting the UEFA Europa League trophy. 

Widely recognized as one of the game's top 
keepers, Martinez brings an impressive win-
ning pedigree to his new side, having famous-
ly claimed the Golden Glove award during 
Argentina's triumphant 2022 FIFA World Cup 
campaign. 

Expressing his enthusiasm about the transfer, 
Martinez shared his excitement in a club state-
ment. He noted that choosing to join the Blues 
was an easy decision for both him and his fam-
ily. He emphasized his desire to win trophies 
and promised to bring total passion, maximum 
effort, and dedication to every training session 
and match to make the supporters proud.

His football journey began in the youth 
ranks of Independiente before he moved to Ar-
senal in 2010. 

After a long series of loan spells to gain se-
nior experience, he broke into the Gunners' 
regular lineup during the 2019-20 season and 

secured an FA Cup title.
He then transferred to Aston Villa, making 

213 appearances and establishing himself as 
his country's undisputed number one since his 
international debut in 2021. 

Beyond his 2022 World Cup heroics, he re-
cently helped Argentina reach the final of the 
2026 World Cup, where they finished as run-
ners-up to Spain. 

His exceptional club and international form 
also earned him consecutive Yashin Trophy 
titles as the world's best goalkeeper at the 2023 
and 2024 Ballon d'Or ceremonies.

Akshay Bhatia slips as Hovland 
leads Championship

ATLANTA 
 

Indian golfer Akshay Bhatia 
slipped down the leaderboard 
into a tied 22nd spot following 
a challenging third round at 
the Tour Championship. After 
sitting in a promising position 
earlier in the weekend, he 
carded a one-over 71, bringing 
his overall tournament score to 
five-under par. Bhatia experi-
enced a rollercoaster round on 

the course. He dropped an ear-
ly shot on the fifth hole but 
managed to bounce back by 
claiming a stroke on the 
twelfth. However, consecutive 
bogeys on the fourteenth and 
fifteenth holes halted his mo-
mentum. Despite securing a 
late birdie on the seventeenth, 
he finds himself lower in the 
standings among the elite 
29-player field heading into 
the final day of competition. 

Despite this setback, qualify-
ing for the prestigious season 
finale guarantees the young 
golfer a spot in all four major 
championships next season.

At the very top of the leader-
board, Viktor Hovland delivered 
a stellar performance to claim a 
one-shot advantage. The Norwe-
gian golfer sank four crucial bird-
ie putts from 7 feet or longer 
during a strong finish on the back 
nine, signing for a five-under 65.

Sri Lanka loses women's 
champions trophy rights

NEW DELHI 
 

The International Cricket 
Council  has reportedly 
stripped Sri Lanka of its host-
ing rights for the upcoming 
inaugural Women's Champi-
ons Trophy. Officials made 
the difficult call because the 
country's cricket board is cur-
rently operating under a gov-
ernment-appointed interim 
administration.

The flagship tournament is 
scheduled to run from Febru-
ary 14 to 28, featuring six 
elite national teams in its 
first-ever edition. Reports 
from local media highlighted 
that the landmark event will 
now take place at an alterna-
tive venue, with the final de-
cision on the new location set 
to be finalized during the next 
official board meeting.

Global cricket rules strictly 
prohibit government interfer-
ence in the management of 

member boards. Because of 
this ongoing political involve-
ment, the governing body pre-
viously blocked Sri Lankan 
representatives from attending 
international board meetings 
while the Transformation 
Committee remains in charge.

The interim committee re-
cently submitted a draft con-
stitution to the sports minister 
to address the governance is-
sues. Although the proposed 
legal changes will eventually 
head to parliament, officials 
admit the lengthy legislative 
process will not wrap up 
quickly enough to satisfy in-
ternational requirements.

Beyond losing the privilege 
of hosting matches, the island 
nation faces an even bigger 
threat regarding participation. 
Tournament qualification 
rules dictate that the top five 
teams in global rankings se-
cure automatic spots along-
side the host nation.

Rewiring muscle 
memory was 
tough: Karan 

Sharma
NEW DELHI

 
Kashi Rudras captain Karan 
Sharma has opened up about 
the rigorous mental and 
physical effort required to 
overhaul his batting tech-
nique under veteran coach 
Pravin Amre. 

Speaking in an exclusive 
conversation, the star bats-
man revealed that stepping 
out of his comfort zone to 
train in Mumbai paid rich 
dividends, helping him top 
the run-scoring charts with 
298 runs across nine games 
at an impressive strike rate of 
146.8.

While Sharma continues to 
rely on his childhood coach 
Rajan Sachdeva for regular 
fine-tuning, he spent ten in-
tensive days working with 
Amre prior to the season to 
tweak his posture and swing. 

Acknowledging the diffi-
culty of the transition, Shar-
ma noted that dismantling 
years of established motor 
patterns is no easy feat. 

Breaking deeply ingrained 
muscle memory triggered an 
initial month-long struggle 
before things began to click, 
ultimately enhancing his 
power-hitting, timing, and 
shot execution.

Looking ahead, Sharma 
plans to return to Amre's 
camp ahead of the upcoming 
Ranji Trophy season, stress-
ing that modern batsmen 
must remain in a perpetual 
state of evolution to avoid 
regression.


