
BENGALURU 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed’s (HAL) Dhruv NG multi-
role helicopter successfully 
completed its maiden flight at 
the HAL Helicopter Division 
in Bengaluru on Tuesday.

It marked a significant 
milestone for India’s indige-
nous civil aviation pro-
gramme. Designed and man-
ufactured by HAL, the Dhruv 
NG is a 5.5-tonne, light 
twin-engine helicopter devel-
oped to meet diverse civilian 

and specialised operational 
requirements.
HAL said the Dhruv NG has 
been engineered to master the 

challenging conditions of In-
dian terrain while also cater-
ing to global civil aviation 
standards. The helicopter is 

powered by twin Shakti 1H1C 
engines that offer enhanced 
power ratings and the advan-
tage of in-country mainte-
nance support. It also features 
a civil-certified glass cockpit 
compliant with AS4 require-
ments, modern avionics for 
superior situational aware-
ness, advanced vibration con-
trol systems and a proven 
twin-engine configuration for 
high redundancy.

Union Minister for Civil 
Aviation Kinjarapu Ram Mo-
han Naidu witnessed the 

maiden flight and lauded 
HAL’s efforts in strengthen-
ing indigenous rotary-wing 
capabilities. HAL noted that 
the Dhruv NG’s highly con-
figurable 7.33 cubic metre 
cabin allows it to be deployed 
for VIP trans- port, pas-
senger utility, 
air ambulance 
services, law 
enforcement 
and disaster re-
lief operations, 
positioning it as a versatile 
platform for civilian use.

Next-Gen ‘Dhruv NG’ multi-role helicopter takes to skies in Bengaluru
INDIGENOUS AVIATION BOOST
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The Truth Speaks

India surpasses Japan to 
become 4th largest economy

India’s real GDP grew 8.2% in the second quarter of 2025-26, up from  
7.8% in the first quarter and 7.4% in the 4th quarter of the last fiscal

NEW DELHI 

India has surpassed Japan to 
b e c o m e  t h e  w o r l d ’s 
fourth-largest economy with a 
size of USD 4.18 trillion, and 
is poised to overtake Germa-
ny to become the third-largest 
by 2030, the government has 
said.

With continuing good 
growth numbers, India is also 
the world’s fastest-growing 
major economy.

India’s real GDP grew 8.2 
per cent in the second quarter 
of 2025-26, up from 7.8 per 
cent in the first quarter and 
7.4 per cent in the fourth 
quarter of the last fiscal.

“With GDP valued at USD 
4.18 trillion, India has sur-
passed Japan to become the 
world’s fourth-largest econo-
my, and is poised to displace 
Germany from the third rank 
in the next 2.5 to 3 years with 
a projected GDP of USD 7.3 
trillion by 2030,” according to 
a government release.

The World Bank has pro-

jected a 6.5 per cent growth in 
2026; Moody’s expects India 
to remain the fastest-growing 
G20 economy with a growth 
of 6.4 per cent in 2026 and 
6.5 per cent in 2027.

The IMF has raised its pro-
jections to 6.6 per cent for 
2025 and 6.2 per cent for 
2026; the OECD forecasts 6.7 
per cent growth in 2025 and 
6.2 per cent in 2026. Also, 
S&P anticipates a growth of 
6.5 per cent in the current fis-
cal and 6.7 per cent in the 
next; the Asian Development 
Bank has lifted its 2025 fore-

cast to 7.2 per cent; and Fitch 
has raised its FY26 projection 
to 7.4 per cent on stronger 
consumer demand.

“India is among the world’s 
fastest-growing major econo-
mies and is well-positioned to 
sustain this momentum. With 
the ambition of attaining high 
middle-income status by 
2047- the centenary year of 
its independence, the country 
is building on strong founda-
tions of economic growth, 
structural reforms, and social 
progress,” the government 
said.

 India GDP Growth 
Projections 

(2025–2027)

2026: 6.5%
World Bank

2026: 6.4%
Moody’s

2025: 6.6%
IMF

2025: 6.7%
OECD

2026: 6.2%

2026: 6.2%

2027: 6.5%

CM writes to PM, seeks 
suspension of G Ram G Act
BENGALURU 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Tuesday wrote to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi urg-
ing him to suspend the imple-
mentation of the VB-G Ram 
G Act and initiate a process of 
consultation with the state 
governments to hear their 
views on the changes pro-
posed. The CM highlighted 
several implementation chal-
lenges including a severe 
funds crunch.

Earlier, Kerala CM Pinarayi 
Vijayan also wrote to the PM 
highlighting the challenges 
and disapproving of the law.

According to Siddaramaiah, 
while the new law raises the 
promised guarantee from 100 
to 125 days, the promise is 
not matched by planning or 
assured Central funding. The 
new Act caps the Union Gov-
ernment’s financial responsi-
bility to a “normative alloca-
tion” for a “notified” area of 
each State, with the Centre 
contributing only 60% of that 
allocation. As a result, the so-
called legal guarantee of 125 
days is not absolute, Siddara-
maiah said, fearing that the new 
law may leave many Gram 
Panchayats without funds.

A demand-driven regime is 
being converted into a sup-
ply-driven, top-down system, 
contrary to the current partic-
ipatory approach where la-
bour budgets are prepared at 
the Gram Panchayat level and 
allocations follow demand 
generated from villages, the 
CM said.

“The Act also requires 
States to notify in advance an 
aggregate 60-day period 
during peak sowing and har-
vesting seasons when works 
under the Act shall not be un-
dertaken. While agricultural 
activity may increase during 
that time, such a blanket re-
striction curtails the right of 
those who still need wage em-
ployment, particularly vulner-
able groups, including tribal 
and marginalised communi-
ties, who may not find ade-
quate farm work,” Siddara-
maiah said.

The new Act further states 
that any expenditure incurred 
by a State beyond its norma-
tive allocation shall be borne 
by the State Government as 
per procedures prescribed by 
the Centre. This could leave 
States facing 100% liability 
for demand beyond a central-
ly fixed limit, CM noted.

“The new Act shifts this to 
60:40 for most States, 
converting a statutory 

guarantee into a run of the 
mill scheme and placing 

significant additional burden 
on State finances.This shift 

appears to have been 
introduced without 

meaningful consultation with 
State Governments.” 

—Siddaramaiah, K’taka CM

Karnataka 
 CM Siddaramaiah 
urges PM Modi to 

halt VB-G Ram G Act, 
citing funding gaps 

and fears it weakens 
demand-driven MGN-

REGA-style guarantees.

Dhruv NG  
Key Performance 

Highlights

Maximum  
Take-Off Weight

5,500 kg

Top Speed

285  
kmph

Range

630  
km (with 

reserve fuel)

Endurance

3:40min

Service  
Ceiling Up to

6,000
 metres

Payload 
Capacity 
(Internal)

1,000kg


 PCH
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DCM defends decision to 
rehabilitate evicted people

KOGILU EVICTION ROW 

BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister D K Shivakumar on 
Tuesday defended the state 
government’s decision to pro-
vide alternate housing for 
“genuine” individuals whose 
illegally constructed houses 
were demolished in Kogilu 
during a recent demolition 
drive, while dismiss-
ing allegations of 
“appeasement poli-
tics”. He emphasised 
that relief is a hu-
manitarian measure 
only for eligible lo-
cals after thorough 
verification of documents.

Shivakumar was reacting to 
some BJP leaders and some 

sections questioning the gov-
ernment’s quick relief to those 
whose houses were demol-

ished by a govern-
ment agency, terming 
them as “illegal en-
croachment”.

They have also ac-
cused the state gov-
ernment of engaging 
in “appeasement pol-

itics” as most of the demol-
ished illegal houses reported-
ly belonged to Muslims.

“There is no question of 
any appeasement politics. No 
one should indulge in illegal 
encroachment, we are not 
ready to give any gifts to ille-
gal encroachers. We will take 
legal action against those be-
hind encroachment. People 
have given statements that 
money was collected from 
them,” Shivakumar said in 
response to a question BJP 
alleging government of Mus-
lim appeasement politics.

No Bangladeshis in Kogilu Layout:  Min Zameer 
Housing Minister Zameer Ahmed Khan clarified that, 
according to available information, there are no Ban-

gladeshi nationals living in the Kogilu layout, and hous-
es will be allotted only to those with valid documents.

Providing houses to 
encroachers is ironic: Joshi

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi slammed 
the Karnataka government for allegedly 

rushing to provide relief to Bengaluru’s 
Kogilu encroachers 

within two days, calling 
it “appeasement pol-

itics.” He questioned 
why farmers, disaster 

victims, homeless 
citizens and guarantee 

scheme beneficiaries 
wait for years while encroachers receive 

houses and subsidies so quickly.

‘What about genuine housing 
applicants?’ asks Karandlaje
Union Minister Shobha Karandlaje 
questioned why Karnataka is prioritising 
alleged illegal migrants in the Kogilu 

case while ignoring 
genuine state appli-
cants seeking hous-
ing. She demanded a 
high-level probe into 
illegal immigration 
and accused the state 
leadership of yielding 

to Delhi pressure while compromising 
Karnataka’s interests.

Congress MLA 
Veerendra Pappi 

gets bail
BENGALURU

Congress MLA from Challak-
ere constituency, KC Veerendra 
(popularly known as Pappi), 
who had been in judicial custo-
dy for the past four months, 
was granted bail today by the 
Special Court for Elected Rep-
resentatives in Bengaluru.

Veerendra was arrested on 
August 23, 2025, by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) in 
connection with an illegal 

m o n e y 
t r a n s f e r 
case.  He 
was also 
implicated 
in an on-
line betting 
investiga-

tion, during which the ED 
conducted raids and froze as-
sets worth ₹55 crore. Reports 
indicate that around ₹40.69 
crore was traced across nine 
of Veerendra’s bank accounts, 
while ₹14.46 crore was iden-
tified in 262 “mule” accounts, 
totaling ₹55 crore. Addition-
ally, five luxury vehicles 
linked to him were seized.

The court granted condition-
al bail requiring a bond of ₹5 
lakh and two sureties. Veeren-
dra is prohibited from leaving 
the jurisdiction without prior 
permission, must cooperate 
with ongoing investigations, 
and must not intimidate or 
threaten witnesses. The ED has 
clarified that the investigation 
into illicit financial transactions 
and online betting operations 
remains active.

WB CM Mamata calls SIR ‘huge scam’
KOLKATA:  West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee on Tuesday vowed to gherao the 
Election Commission’s office in Delhi if the 

name of a single legitimate voter is deleted 
from the final electoral roll after the comple-

tion of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) ex-
ercise in the state. Addressing a rally in Banku-
ra district, Banerjee targeted Union Home Min-

ister Amit Shah and described the SIR as a 
huge “scam” being conducted with the help of 

artificial intelligence (AI). “SIR is being con-
ducted using AI, it’s a huge scam. Only you 

(Amit Shah) and your son will  survive,” she 
said. She stated that the poor people  

of West Bengal are being  “tortured”  
in the name of SIR.  More on page 7

‘Battle of Galwan’ faces criticism
NEW DELHI: Salman Khan’s upcoming film Bat-
tle of Galwan, based on the 2020 India-China 
clash in the Galwan Valley, has drawn criticism 
from China’s Global Times, which called it a 
cinematic exaggeration distorting facts. Direct-
ed by Apoorva Lakhia, the movie stars Salman 
as Bikkumalla Santosh Babu, who along with 
19 soldiers, was martyred defending Indian ter-
ritory. The 1.12-minute teaser, released on Sal-
man’s 60th birthday, has crossed 60 million 
views, featuring patriotic sequences and the 
song “Mera Bharat Desh Mahaan Hai.” Govern-
ment sources defended the film as artistic  
expression, citing India’s history of war films. 
Produced by Salman and Salma Khan, the 
movie is set to release on April 17, 2026.

QUICK READ

Cong made state ‘Udta K’taka’, 
sacrificing Kannadigas: BYV

BELAGAVI

BJP state chief B Y Vijay-
endra on Tuesday alleged that 
the Congress government in 
Karnataka has turned the state 
into “Udta Karnataka”, akin 
to “Udta Punjab”, by failing 
to control drugs and prioritis-
ing the interests of 
outsiders over Kann-
adigas.

Speaking to report-
ers, Vijayendra ac-
cused Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and 
Deputy CM D K Shi-
vakumar of yielding to pres-
sure from Kerala CM Pinarayi 
Vijayan and AICC General 
Secretary K C Venugopal re-
garding house allocations in 
Kogilu Layout, Yelahanka. He 
claimed that houses meant for 
local poor and scheduled 
caste beneficiaries were being 

allotted to Kerala immigrants 
who had illegally encroached 
government land.

Vijayendra said, “After dem-
olition of illegal encroach-
ments, Siddaramaiah and Shi-
vakumar performed a U-turn 
following Kerala leadership’s 
interventions. To save their 

chairs, they are sacri-
ficing Kannadigas’ 
interests.” He alleged 
guidelines for alloca-
tion were compro-
mised, with houses 
built from taxpayers’ 
money being handed 

over to outsiders, hurting the 
self-respect of locals.

The BJP leader further criti-
cised the Congress government 
for neglecting local disaster 
victims. He said flood-affected 
Karnataka citizens were ig-
nored while Kerala received aid 
and compensation.

Ex-B’desh PM 
Khaleda Zia 

passes away; EAM 
to attend funeral

DHAKA

Former Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister and Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP) Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia passed away on 
Tuesday at the age of 80 fol-
lowing prolonged health com-
plications, including cirrhosis, 
diabetes, arthritis, and heart is-
sues. The External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar will repre-
sent India at the funeral, high-
lighting the significance of bi-
lateral ties. Prominent leaders, 
including PM Narendra Modi, 
Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge, and Rahul Gandhi, 
have expressed condolences. 
Global leaders from Pakistan 
and China have also mourned 
her passing. Khaleda Zia’s fu-
neral will be held today, with 
burial beside her late husband.
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Tempo Collision Claims 

Life of Kasargod-
Based Teacher

Electric 
Poles Topple After 

Lorry Hits Cable

Kadaba
A tragic accident occurred 
in Athur, Kadaba, on De-
cember 29, claiming the 

life of a 53-year-old 
teacher. Abdul Khader 
Sakhafi, a resident of 

Sunkadakatte in Kadaba, 
was hit by a goods tempo 
while walking towards a 
relative’s ceremony. He 

was rushed to Puttur 
Government Hospital but 
was declared dead on ar-
rival.Sakhafi, a teacher at 
a Kasargod religious insti-

tution, had arrived in 
Athur with his family for 
the event. He got off a 

bus and was proceeding 
on foot when the tempo 
struck him. The Kadaba 
police have registered a 

case and are investigating.
The incident has sent 

shockwaves in the local 
community, with friends 
and family mourning the 

loss of Sakhafi, a respect-
ed member of the institu-

tion where he taught.

Sullia
Two electric poles came 
crashing down onto the 

road in Sullia town, block-
ing traffic and causing a 

temporary power outage. 
The incident occurred 

when a goods lorry hit an 
overhead cable wire near 

Dwaraka Hotel, pulling 
down the poles with it. 

Miraculously, no one was 
injured.The area is experi-

encing a power outage, 
and authorities are likely 

to arrive soon to clear the 
debris. The blocked road 
is part of the Mani-Mysu-

ru highway, and drivers 
are advised to take alter-

native routes. The inci-
dent highlights concerns 
about road safety and in-

frastructure in the area. 
The people in the area 

toofacedproblems due to 
regular traffic snarls that 
affected their regular life. 
Local authorities are as-
sessing the situation to 
restore power and clear 

the road.

Kerosene Price Hike Cripples 
Small-Scale Fishing in K’taka
Fishermen are struggling to make ends meet as kerosene prices have skyrocketed 
from ₹35 per litre to ₹65 per litre, with some months seeing prices as high as ₹58

UDUPI

The recent surge in kerosene 
prices, coupled with the with-
drawal of government subsi-
dies, has dealt a severe blow 
to traditional canoe and small-
boat fishing in Karnataka's 
coastal regions. The Udupi 
district, known for its high 
number of traditional fishing 
boats, is particularly affected. 
Fishermen are struggling to 
make ends meet as kerosene 
prices have skyrocketed from 
₹35 per litre to ₹65 per litre, 
with some months seeing 
prices as high as ₹58.

The increased fuel costs 
have made it challenging for 

fishermen to venture into the 
sea, as more than half of their 
daily earnings go towards fuel 
expenses. The situation is 
dire, with fishermen saying 
that some days, the catch 
doesn't even cover the cost of 
kerosene used. 

The Fisheries Department 

is encouraging fishermen to 
switch to petrol engines, but 
the high cost of petrol (₹102 
per litre) makes it an imprac-
tical solution.

The government had earlier 
supplied kerosene at subsi-
dized rates through the Food 
Department, but now it's be-

ing sold at market rates, plac-
ing a heavy financial burden 
on small fishermen. The de-
partment claims kerosene dis-
tribution is smooth, with no 
shortage, but fishermen are 
demanding the reinstatement 
of subsidized kerosene rates.

In contrast, larger deep-sea 
and purse seine fishing boats 
use diesel engines and have 
facilities to refuel at harbors, 
making them less vulnerable 
to kerosene price fluctuations. 
The current crisis highlights 
the need for the government 
to reassess its policies and 
provide relief to small-scale 
fishermen who are struggling 
to survive.

Suladpu-Madivala 
Salu Stream Desilting 

Remains Stalled
KUNDAPURA

The Suladpu-Madivala Salu 
stream, a vital lifeline for ag-
riculture in Karnataka's Kota 
region, remains plagued by 
severe siltation, leaving farm-
ers in distress. Despite assur-
ances from the Irrigation De-
partment, desilting work has 
not begun, and funds have not 
been disbursed. The stream, 
which irrigates over 1,000 
acres of farmland, has seen its 
water-carrying capacity dras-
tically reduced due to heavy 
silt accumulation, causing fre-
quent flooding and crop dam-
age.

Farmers have been protest-
ing for years, but their pleas 
have fallen on deaf ears. In 
2024-25, the department as-
sured them that ₹4.50 crore 
had been sanctioned, but no 
tenders have been issued, and 
no machinery has been de-
ployed. With the monsoon 
season approaching, farmers 
fear the situation will worsen.

The stream's siltation has 

already rendered 40-50% of 
agricultural land fallow, and 
farmers warn that if the issue 
isn't addressed, the situation 
could become irreversible. 
"We humbly appeal to elected 
representatives to set aside 
politics and focus on resolv-
ing our problem," said farmer 
Raghavendra Shetty.

Desilting is crucial for 
maintaining water bodies' 
ecological balance, preserving 
water quality, and preventing 
flooding. Successful desilting 
projects in other regions have 
shown positive results, in-
creasing water storage capac-
ity and supporting agriculture.

The stream, which irri-
gates over 1,000 acres 
of  farmland, has seen 
its water-carrying ca-
pacity drastically re-

duced due to heavy silt 
accumulation, causing 
frequent flooding and 

crop damage

Non-Bailable 
Warrant Issued 
Against Mahesh 
Shetty Timarodi

BELTHANGADY

A Belthangady court has is-
sued a non-bailable warrant 
against Mahesh Shetty Tima-
rodi, a prominent Hindu ac-
tivist, for 
repeatedly 
failing to 
appear in 
court for a 
h a t e 
s p e e c h 
case. 

The case, registered at the 
Belthangady police station, 
stems from a complaint by 
Kishore Kumar alleging 
caste-related hate speech at 
a private function in Ind-
abetta.The police had filed a 
chargesheet, and the case is 
currently under trial. Despite 
multiple court hearings, Ti-
marodi remained absent, 
prompting the court to issue 
an arrest warrant on Decem-
ber 24. The court had previ-
ously ordered his detention 
and directed the Puttur AC 
to execute the order.Timaro-
di is known for his activism 
including the movement be-
hind Soujanya rape and mur-
der case.

UDUPI

The Udupi police have inten-
sified their efforts to appre-
hend Akram, the prime ac-
cused in the murder of AKMS 
bus owner Saifuddin, who is 
currently absconding abroad. 
With the help of Interpol, au-
thorities are working to secure 
Akram's arrest and bring him 
back to face justice.

Saifuddin, a prominent 
businessman and owner of 
AKMS buses, was brutally 
murdered on September 27 at 
his residence in Kodavoor, 
Udupi. 

The investigation revealed 
that Akram, who was Saifud-
din's business partner and 
close associate, had allegedly 
conspired to eliminate him 
due to financial disputes. The 
two were co-accused in a pre-
vious murder case and had 
jointly operated several busi-
nesses, including bus ser-
vices, which suffered signifi-
cant financial losses.

According to police sourc-
es, Akram had transferred 
business liabilities and loans 
to Saifuddin and his wife's 
name, while keeping profit-
able ventures under his con-

trol, allegedly to avoid finan-
cial responsibility after 
Saifuddin's death. A week 
before the murder, Akram fled 
to Dubai after finalizing the 
plan, which was later execut-
ed by other accused.

The police have already is-
sued a lookout notice against 
Akram, and efforts are ongo-
ing to secure his arrest 
through international coordi-
nation. Meanwhile, three in-
dividuals, including Moham-
med Faizal Khan, Mohammed 
Sharief, and Abdul Shukoor, 
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the murder.

Police Seek Interpol's Help to 
Catch Fugitive Accused Akram  

Priest Felix Leo Pinto Passes Away, 
Leaves Behind a Legacy of Service

BANTWAL

Reverend Father Felix Leo 
Pinto, a dedicated priest of the 
Bongaigaon Diocese in As-
sam, breathed his last on De-
cember 30, 2025, at the age of 
57, leaving behind a 
grieving community 
and a legacy of self-
less service. Born 
on February 28, 
1968, in Surikume-
ru, Bantwal taluk of 
Dakshina Kannada 
district, Father Pinto was or-
dained as a priest on May 1, 
2003, and had been serving 
the Bongaigaon Diocese with 
devotion and compassion.

Throughout his priesthood, 
Father Pinto was known for 

his simplicity, gentle speech, 
and deep concern for the 
well-being of others. He was 
a guiding force for many be-
l ievers ,  inspir ing them 
through his sermons, social 
service, and emphasis on hu-

man values. His hu-
mility and warmth 
earned him the affec-
tion and respect of the 
community wherever 
he served.

Father Pinto's pass-
ing away has cast a pall 

of grief over Surikumeru and 
religious circles across the re-
gion. He is survived by his 
father Bonaventure Pinto, 
brother Victor Pinto, sisters, 
and a large circle of relatives 
and friends.

KCOCA Invoked Against Two Accused 
in Sharath Shetty Murder Case

UDUPI

The Udupi district police 
have taken a significant step 
in the Sharath Shetty murder 
case by invoking the Karna-
taka Control of Organised 
Crime Act (KCOCA) against 
two accused, including under-
ground criminal Kali Yogesh. 
Yogish Acharya (54), a resi-
dent of Thaudabettu in Kote 
village of Kaup taluk, has 
been arrested under KCOCA 
and remanded to judicial cus-
tody by the special KCOCA 
court in Mysuru. The prime 
accused, Kali Yogesh, is cur-
rently absconding and be-
lieved to be abroad.

The case dates back to De-
cember 2022, when Kali Yo-
gesh, Yogish Acharya, and 
their associates allegedly 
assaulted Chandrashekar and 
others over a land dispute. In 
March 2023, Sharath Shetty 
was allegedly murdered by 
the same group after he sup-
ported Chandrashekar in-
stead of Yogish Acharya in 
the earlier assault case. 
Chandrashekar, a key wit-
ness in both cases, was 
threatened by Yogish Acha-
rya and his associates, warn-
ing him not to testify against 
them and to settle a mone-
tary dispute.

The police investigation 

revealed that the accused 
were involved in more than 
two heinous offences, lead-
ing to the invocation of 
KCOCA. Yogish Acharya 
was initially released on bail 
but was re-arrested and pro-
duced before the special 
KCOCA court, which re-
manded him to judicial cus-
tody. The police are now 
working to apprehend Kali 
Yogesh, who remains at 
large.

The invocation of KCOCA 
is a significant development 
in the case, highlighting the 
police's commitment to tack-
ling organized crime in the 
region.

Bike Rider Killed in Collision with 
Constable's Car in Punjalkatte
BELTHANGADY

A tragic accident occurred 
near the Punjalkatte primary 
health centre on the Bant-
wal-Belthangady national 
highway on Monday, claim-
ing the life of 40-year-old Im-
ran, also known as S A Mo-
hammed Taha. Imran, a dish 
repair technician with Tata 
Company, was returning 
home when his motorcycle 
was hit by a Nano car driven 
by Prasanna, a police consta-
ble attached to the district 
DCRE unit.

According to police re-
ports, Prasanna lost control 
of the vehicle, causing it to 
ram into Imran's motorcycle 
near Heggadebettu house. 
Imran sustained severe inju-
ries and was declared dead 
on arrival at Bantwal govern-
ment hospital. The deceased 
leaves behind his wife and 

two young children.
The incident sparked alle-

gations on social media that 
the driver was under the influ-
ence of alcohol, with claims 
of a liquor bottle found in the 
car. However, the Punjalkatte 
police sub-inspector conduct-
ed an alcometer test on 
Prasanna, which did not indi-
cate alcohol consumption. A 
blood test will be conducted 
for further verification.

Locals have blamed the un-
scientific road design for the 
frequent accidents on this 
stretch of the highway, citing 
sharp curves and past mis-
haps. The Punjalkatte police 
have registered a case and are 
investigating the incident.

The accident has sent 
shockwaves in the local com-
munity, with friends and fam-
ily mourning the loss of Im-
ran, a respected member of 
the community.

Crowd Surge at Beach Fest: Police Clarify 
No Serious Injuries, One Fatality Reported
KASARAGOD

A crowd surge at rapper Ve-
dan's concert at the Bekal 
Beach Fest in Kasaragod, 
Kerala, led to six people be-
ing hospitalized for breath-
ing difficulties, but police 
clarified that no serious in-
juries were reported. The 
incident occurred on De-
cember 29, with Vedan per-
forming for nearly an hour 
despite a delayed start.

Around 25,000 people at-
tended the event, with many 
entering without tickets. The 

crowd became unruly as 
people rushed towards the 
fan pit, causing some to 
stumble and experience 
breathing difficulties. Police 
and civil volunteers inter-
vened to stabilize the situa-
tion, and those affected re-
ceived medical attention.

Tragically, a 19-year-old 
engineering student, M 
Shivanandan, was fatally 
knocked down by a train 
while walking to the concert. 
The incident has sparked 
concerns about crowd safety 
and management.

The event organizers, 
Bekal Resorts Development 
Corporation (BRDC), stated 
that the crowd was largely 
manageable, and trouble 
arose only when people 
rushed towards the fan pit. 
The police have urged the 
public to avoid spreading 
panic through exaggerated 
reports.

The incident is being re-
viewed to improve crowd 
management strategies for 
future events, ensuring a 
safe experience for at-
tendees.

Govt Warns Doctors 
Against Referring Patients 

to Private Hospitals
KARWAR

The Principal Secretary of the 
Medical Education Depart-
ment, Mohammed Mohseen, 
has warned doctors against 
referring patients to private 
hospitals when facilities are 
available in government med-
ical colleges. Mohseen made 
this statement during a visit to 
the Karwar Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (KRIMS), where 
he reviewed the progress of 
various departments.

Mohseen emphasized the 
need for doctors and staff to 
provide quality care to pa-
tients and take strict action 
against those who neglect 
their duties. He also stressed 
the importance of maintaining 
cleanliness in the hospital and 
disposing of medical waste 
properly.

The Principal Secretary in-

structed officials to ensure 
that medical equipment pur-
chased meets quality stan-
dards and is suitable for long-
term use. He also directed that 
all departments be shifted to 
the new 450-bed building to 
improve patient services.

Mohseen's visit aimed to 
assess the quality of treatment 
provided to patients and gath-
er feedback from them. The 
meeting was attended by Dis-
trict Panchayat CEO Dr. Dil-
ish Shashi, KRIMS Director 
Dr. Purnima R.T, and other 
officials.

The government is commit-
ted to providing quality 
healthcare services to the peo-
ple, and strict action will be 
taken against those who com-
promise on patient care and 
safety standards gradually 
improving overall healthcare 
infrastructure.

Toll Gate Violence: Two Arrested  
for Assaulting Staff in Bantwal

BANTWAL

Two individuals, Bharat (23), 
a lorry driver, and Tejas (26), 
a cleaner, both from 
Chikkamagaluru, 
have been arrested 
for allegedly as-
saulting staff at the 
Brahmarakutlu toll 
gate in Bantwal. 
The incident oc-
curred on December 29 when 
the duo drove their lorry in 
the wrong direction and re-
fused to pay the toll fee, caus-
ing damage to the gate.

When toll staff Ankit and 
Rohit intervened, they were 
allegedly abused and assaulted 
by Bharat and Tejas. The situ-

ation escalated when 
the accused returned 
with two more individ-
uals in a pickup vehi-
cle, illegally entered the 
toll booth, and assault-
ed the staff again.

A case has been reg-
istered at the Bantwal Town 
Police Station based on a 
complaint filed by Prashanth 
B., the toll in-charge. The po-
lice investigation is ongoing, 

with multiple sections of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) invoked.

The incident has sparked 
outrage, highlighting con-
cerns about toll worker safety. 
Authorities assure strict ac-
tion against the accused.

The police are reviewing 
CCTV footage to identify the 
other individuals involved, 
and local authorities are 
working to enhance security 
measures at toll gates to pre-
vent such incidents in the fu-
ture, ensuring a safe working 
environment.

BJP Leader Expelled Over 
Son's Alleged Cheating Case
PUTTUR

A BJP leader, Jagannivasa 
Rao, has been expelled from 
the party following allega-
tions that his son, Krishna J 
Rao, cheated a young woman 
by promising to marry her 
and later backing out. The 
woman has since given birth 
to a baby boy and claims 
Krishna refused to take re-
sponsibility.

District BJP president 
Satish Kumpala said Rao was 
served a notice and kept away 
from party activities after the 
allegations emerged. He add-

ed that Rao had assured party 
leaders he would ensure his 
son married the woman if the 
charges were proven, but 
failed to do so, prompting his 
expulsion.

The case triggered political 
and social backlash, with 
Congress MLA Ashok Kumar 
Rai extending support to the 
victim’s family and demand-
ing justice. Police have pro-
posed a DNA test to establish 
paternity. Krishna J Rao, who 
was initially absconding, was 
arrested on July 4, 2025, in 
Mysuru and is now in judicial 
custody. 
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Surprise 
Jail Raid: 

Contraband Seized

Outgoing 
Waqf Officer 

Abubacker Honored

Mangaluru
A sudden surprise in-
spection at the Man-

galuru city jail on Mon-
day night led to the sei-
zure of prohibited items, 

including 2 mobile 
phones, 1 SIM card, and 1 
wireless mobile charger. 
The raid was conducted 
by the Jail Superinten-

dent and other officers. 
The seized items have 

been handed over to the 
Mangaluru Barkur Police 
Station, and a case has 

been registered. The de-
partment heads, includ-
ing the Director General 
of Prisons and Correc-

tional Services, were in-
formed about the mat-
ter.The raid highlights 
the ongoing efforts to 

curb unauthorized items 
in jails. Authorities are 

taking strict action 
against those involved in 

smuggling contraband 
into the facility, ensuring 
a safe and secure envi-

ronment for inmates and 
staff.

Mangaluru
The outgoing District 

Waqf Officer of Dakshi-
na Kannada, Abubacker, 

was honored by the 
Bengere Kasaba Al Ma-
drasatul Diniyya Associ-
ation Muhiyuddin Juma 
Masjid. The event was 
led by Bengere Jamaat 

President Bilal Moideen, 
recognizing Abubacker’s 

service as he prepares 
to retire.The occasion 

was attended by Waqf 
Auditor Musthafa, AMD 
Manager Nisar Bengere, 
Imran, Shaikh Niaz, and 
others. Abubacker was 
felicitated for his dedi-

cation and service to the 
community. His contri-

bution to the communi-
ty as a whole was re-
membered during the 

occasion by all the dig-
nitaries present. 

Abubacker’s retirement 
marks the end of an era, 
and his contributions to 
the Waqf department 

will be remembered as 
he served as a role mod-

el with his exceptional 
leadership skills.

Vaikuntha Ekadashi Celebrations 
at Sri Venkataramana Temple

The day-long celebrations began with Suprabhata Seva at 5:30 am, followed by collective  
prayers, Ashtakshari mantra japa, and morning pooja. Devotees participated in the collective 

chanting of Vishnu Sahasranama and Namatraya Mahamantra Japa Yajna
MANGALURU

The Dongerkery Sri Ven-
kataramana Temple observed 
Vaikuntha Ekadashi, a sacred 
festival, with traditional and 
eco-friendly practices, attract-
ing thousands of devotees 
from the city and surrounding 
areas. The temple premises 
were beautifully decorated, 
and special significance was 
given to the occasion, be-
lieved to be the day the gates 
of Vaikuntha remain open, 
leading to salvation for devo-
tees.

The day-long celebrations 

began with Suprabhata Seva 
at 5:30 am, followed by col-
lective prayers, Ashtakshari 
mantra japa, and morning 
pooja. Devotees participated 
in the collective chanting of 
Vishnu Sahasranama and 
Namatraya Mahamantra Japa 
Yajna. The Mahapooja con-
cluded at noon, and bhajans, 
Vedic chanting, and Pushpay-
aga were held in the after-
noon.

Sringeri seer Sri Vid-
hushekhara Bharathi Swamiji 
participated in the Pushpaya-
ga floral procession, and the 
evening concluded with 

Deeparadhana and Mahapoo-
ja. As an eco-conscious initia-
tive, the temple distributed 
24,000 Tulasi saplings to dev-
otees, encouraging them to 
plant and nurture them at 
home.

The temple's observance 
emphasized spiritual awaken-
ing and universal welfare, 
with devotees believing that 
worshipping Lord Venkatesh-
wara or Lord Vishnu on this 
day brings spiritual upliftment 
and salvation. The event 
showcased the temple's com-
mitment to tradition and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Students Shine 
in National Spell 
Bee Competition
MANGALURU

Muhammad Shammaas, a 2nd 
standard student from Starline 
School, Manjotti, has secured 
the 20th rank in the nation-
al-level Spell Bee Grand Fi-
nale held in Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu. Another student 
from the same school, Mu-
hammad Shayaan, also made 
it to the finals, securing the 
105th rank.The competition 
saw part ic ipat ion from 
around 700 students from 
various states, including Kar-
nataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, and Madhya Pradesh. 
Shammaas and Shayaan's 
achievement has brought 
pride to their school and 
community.The students' im-
pressive performance is a 
testament to their hard work 
and dedication to mastering 
the English language. 

Poor Public Participation in 
Corporation Budget Meeting

MANGALURU

The first round of public 
meetings for the Mangaluru 
City Corporation's 2026-27 
budget saw a disappointing 
turnout, with only 12 people 
participating, prompting Dis-
trict Commissioner Darshan 
H V to express his disappoint-
ment. The meeting aimed to 
gather suggestions from resi-
dents, NGOs, and commercial 
bodies, but the low attendance 
was notable, especially given 
the absence of former public 
representatives.

G K Bhat expressed dissat-
isfaction with the mainte-
nance of parks and lakes de-
veloped by MUDA, stating 

that crores of rupees were 
being wasted due to poor up-
keep. Darshan H V responded 
that the issue had been noted 
and conditions were being im-
posed on contractors to main-
tain projects for 3-5 years.

Concerns were also raised 
about legacy waste disposal at 
Pachchanady, with the DC 

stating that management had 
been outsourced and 6.5 lakh 
tonnes of waste remained to 
be cleared within 18 months. 
Other suggestions included 
providing facilities in munic-
ipal market stalls, imposing 
fines for non-segregation of 
waste, and addressing revenue 
leakage due to encroachment 
and tax evasion.

The meeting highlighted 
issues with public awareness 
on waste segregation and the 
need for voluntary participa-
tion. Darshan H V stressed 
the importance of public co-
operation in maintaining 
cleanliness and urged citizens 
to participate in larger num-
bers in the next meeting.

Woman Passenger Robbed of 
Jewellery, Cash Worth ₹15 Lakh

MANGALURU

A shocking incident of theft 
has been reported by a wom-
an passenger who travelled 
from Mangaluru to Mumbai 
on an Anand Travels bus. 
Shoba Castelino has lodged a 
complaint with the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(DCP), Mira Bhayander Zone 
1, alleging that jewellery and 
cash worth approximately Rs 
15 lac were stolen during the 
journey.

According to the complaint, 
the incident occurred on De-
cember 20 while Castelino 
was travelling with her two 
minor daughters in the bus 
(vehicle number GA 08 V 
8665) operating on the Padu-
bidri-Mira Road route. She 
discovered the theft around 
7:20 am and immediately in-
formed the bus driver, re-
questing that CCTV footage 
be checked. However, the bus 
staff claimed that the CCTV 
device was a dummy camera.

Castelino alleged that the 
bus owner bypassed police 
procedure and sent the digital 

video recorder (DVR) to a pri-
vate manufacturer, and later 
claimed that the CCTV foot-
age was "blank", raising suspi-
cion of destruction of evi-
dence. She also alleged that 
attempts to register a first in-
formation report (FIR) at Naya 
Nagar police station and later 
at Kanakia police station were 
unsuccessful, with police cit-
ing jurisdictional issues.

The stolen items include an 
80-gram mangalsutra, three 
diamond finger rings, two 
gold finger rings, a six-gram 
gold chain, a diamond pen-
dant, two pairs of earrings 
weighing 10 grams, and cash 

amounting to Rs 12,000. The 
total value of the stolen items 
has been estimated at around 
Rs 15 lac.

Castelino has urged the po-
lice to register an FIR, con-
duct a detailed investigation, 
including forensic examina-
tion of the DVR, and interro-
gate the bus staff and passen-
gers to recover the stolen 
property. The incident has 
raised concerns about passen-
ger safety and the role of bus 
operators in ensuring security.

The police are yet to regis-
ter an FIR, and it remains to 
be seen how they will handle 
the case.

M’luru Man Loses ₹51.80 Lakh 
in Online Stock Market Scam

MANGALURU

A case has been registered at 
the Cyber Crime Police Sta-
tion in Mangaluru against an 
online stock market scam that 
cheated a man of ₹51.80 lakh. 
The victim was lenticular 
messages on WhatsApp in 
October, promising high re-
turns on investments in the 
stock market. The scammers, 
posing as experts, added him 
to a WhatsApp group where 
they shared information about 
stock market investments. 
The group's admin, Deepa 
Rasimane, and another per-
son, Dinesh K Vaghela, ad-
vised him to invest money 
through an app they provided.

Between November 11 and 

December 23, 2025, the vic-
tim transferred a total of 
₹51.80 lakh to various bank 
accounts as instructed by the 
scammers. When he tried to 
withdraw his money, he was 
asked to pay additional taxes, 
raising his suspicions.

This incident highlights the 
growing threat of cybercrimes 
and online scams. Similar 
cases have been reported 
across the country, with vic-
tims losing lakhs of rupees to 
fake investment schemes.

To avoid falling prey to 
such scams, it's essential to 
verify the authenticity of in-
vestment opportunities and be 
cautious of unsolicited mes-
sages or calls promising un-
usually high returns.

St Aloysius Professor Meets Pope Leo XIV
MANGALURU

Prof. Edmund Frank, a distin-
guished faculty member of 
St Aloysius (Deemed to be 
University), Mangaluru, re-
cently had the honor of 
meeting Pope Leo XIV at 
the Vatican City in Rome. 
He was part of the Prison 
Ministry India (PMI) dele-
gation, which had a special 
audience with the Pope on 
December 14, ahead of the 
Jubilee Mass of Hope for 
prisoners.

The delegation, led by Rev. 
Dr. Francis Kodian MCBS, 
national coordinator and 
co-founder of PMI, included 
Rev. Fr. Varghese Kariperry, 
co-founder of PMI, Sr. Ama-
la DC, national secretary of 
PMI, and Prof. Edmund 

Frank, coordinator of diplo-
ma programs for prisoners 
and PMI volunteers.

During the audience, Pope 
Leo XIV emphasized the im-
portance of reconciliation, 
mercy, and rehabilitation in 
the justice system, highlight-
ing the need for a more com-
passionate approach towards 
prisoners. He also acknowl-
edged the tireless efforts of 
prison staff, social workers, 
and volunteers working to-
wards the rehabilitation of 
inmates.

The Jubilee Mass, attend-
ed by over 6,000 pilgrims 
from around 90 countries, 
was a celebration of hope, 
mercy, redemption, and re-
habilitation. The Pope's 
homily focused on the chal-
lenges facing the global 
prison system, including 
overcrowding and lack of 
access to education and re-
habilitation programs.

Prof. Edmund Frank, a re-
cipient of the prestigious 
'Eminent Aloysian Alumni 
Award', was congratulated 
by Fr. Melvin Pinto SJ, rec-
tor, and Dr. Praveen Martis 
SJ, vice chancellor, along 
with faculty members and 
alumni association represen-
tatives, for representing St 
Aloysius Institutions at the 
Vatican.

Sahyadri 
College 

Professor Earns 
Ph.D. 

MANGALURU

Prof. Prasad Chandran N., a 
dedicated faculty member at 
Sahyadri College of Engi-
neering & Management, has 
achieved a significant mile-
stone in his academic career. 
He has been awarded a Doc-
tor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in 
Engineering by Visvesvaraya 
Technological University 
(VTU), Belagavi, for his 
groundbreaking research on 
eco-friendly molding materi-
als for sand casting.

Prof. Chandran's Ph.D. 
thesis, "Modeling and Opti-
mization of Eco-Friendly 
Molding Materials for Sand 
Casting Process Using Sta-
tistical and Soft Computing 
Tools," presents innovative 
approaches to enhance the 
sustainability of sand casting 
processes. His research, 
guided by Dr. Manjunath Pa-
tel G. C., showcases his ex-
pertise in statistical analysis 
and soft computing tech-
niques.

A proud moment for Sahy-
adri College, Prof. Chandran 
is the first candidate from the 
institution to earn all three 
degrees - B.E., M.Tech., and 
Ph.D. - in Mechanical Engi-
neering from the same uni-
versity. His academic jour-
ney spans 17 years, during 
which he has been affiliated 
with Sahyadri Institute, ini-
tially as a student and later 
as a faculty member since 
2008.

The management, faculty, 
and staff of Sahyadri College 
of Engineering & Manage-
ment congratulate Prof. 
Prasad Chandran N. on this 
remarkable achievement and 
wish him continued success 
in his future endeavors.

Protecting 
Children's Rights: 

Awareness 
Workshop Held

MANGALURU

An awareness workshop on 
children's rights and protec-
tion was held in Mangaluru, 
organized by the Karnataka 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, District 
Administration, and other 
departments.  The event 
aimed to sensitize rural and 
urban rehabilitation workers 
about child rights and protec-
tion.

Dr. Tippeswamy K.T., 
member of the Karnataka 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights, empha-
sized the need for special 
care and attention towards 
children, especially those 
with disabilities. 

He urged rehabilitation 
workers to provide clear in-
formation and support to 
children and their families, 
ensuring they receive their 
entitled benefits.

The workshop highlighted 
the importance of establish-
ing children's protection 
committees in urban local 
bodies and conducting gram 
sabhas for disabled individu-
als at least once a year. 

Defence Sector Opportunities 
Highlighted at Bearys 

Institute of Technology
MANGALURU

A career guidance and aware-
ness program on opportunities 
in the defence sector was con-
ducted at Bearys Knowledge 
Campus on December 29, 
2025. The event, organised by 
Bearys Academy of Learning 
(BAL), aimed to provide stu-
dents with comprehensive 
insights into defence-related 
career pathways, competitive 
examinations, and skill devel-
opment.

Dr. S. I. Manjur Basha, Di-
rector, Bearys Knowledge 
Campus, welcomed the gath-
ering and emphasised the im-
portance of holistic education, 
skill enhancement, and in-
formed career planning. Dr. 
Kamalakannan, Principal of 
Bearys Institute of Technolo-
gy, introduced the resource 

person, Anees Kutty, Founder 
and Director of Anees De-
fence Career Institute, Pune, 
highlighting his significant 
contribution to mentoring and 
training defence aspirants.

Anees Kutty stressed that 
engineering education today 
requires discipline, adaptabil-
ity, and continuous skill de-
velopment, providing de-
tailed guidance on various 
competitive examinations, 
eligibility criteria, prepara-
tion strategies, and long-term 
career prospects. He also 
briefed students on online 
certification programmes, ac-
ademic pathways, scholar-
ships, and financial assis-
tance schemes.

The program was well-re-
ceived by students, who 
gained valuable insights into 
defence sector opportunities. 

Pilikula Biological Park Hosts Various 
Events as Part of Karavali Utsav 2025

MANGALURU

The Pilikula Biological Park 
recently hosted several events 
as part of the Karavali Utsav 
2025 celebrations. The events 
aimed to educate and enter-
tain visitors, especially chil-
dren, about wildlife conserva-
tion and the importance of 
protecting our natural re-
sources.

One of the highlights of the 
events was the Treasure Hunt 
program, where children par-
ticipated enthusiastically and 
enjoyed searching for hidden 

treasures. The winners were 
awarded prizes, making it a 
fun and exciting experience 
for all . Another notable event 
was the Bird Watching Tour, 
where students from a local 
school identified around 12 
bird species. The event was 
led by experts from the Pili-
kula Biological Park, who 
shared valuable insights about 
the importance of bird conser-
vation.

The park also organized an 
awareness program on snakes, 
where experts educated visi-
tors about the importance of 

snake conservation and how 
to identify venomous and 
non-venomous snakes. The 
program was well-received, 
and visitors appreciated the 
valuable information shared.

The events were attended 
by officials from the Pilikula 
Biological Park, including Di-
rector Prashant Kumar Pai, 
Biologist Prashant Ubrangala, 
and Education Officer Suchi-
tra N. The park's efforts to 
promote wildlife conservation 
and education were com-
mendable, and the events 
were a huge success.

Man Arrested With Ganja Near Talapady Railway Track  
MANGALURU

The Ullal police arrested a 
man on charges of illegally 
selling ganja at a public place 
near the Talapady railway 
track in Someshwar village of 
Ullal taluk, Mangaluru city, 
officials said.

Acting on specific informa-
tion, a team of officers and 
staff from the Ullal police sta-
tion conducted a raid on De-
cember 29 in the Kalpana 
area near the railway track. 
During the operation, the po-
lice apprehended the accused 

who was allegedly engaged in 
selling the banned narcotic 
substance to customers.

The arrested person has 
been identified as Raj Pal, a 
native of Juri Chandrapur vil-
lage in Hardoi district of Uttar 
Pradesh. According to the po-
lice, the accused had alleged-
ly brought the ganja from Ut-
tar Pradesh and was selling it 
in the Ullal area for financial 
gain.

From the possession of the 
accused, the police seized 425 
grams of ganja, estimated to 
be worth ₹21,000. They also 

recovered ₹650 in cash, a mo-
bile phone, and other materi-
als suspected to have been 
used in the illegal activity.

The accused was taken into 
custody in the early hours of 
December 30 at the same lo-
cation. A case has been regis-
tered at the Ullal police sta-
t ion  under  Cr ime No. 
278/2025 under Sections 8(c) 
and 20(b) of the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

Police said further investi-
gation is under way to trace 
the source of the contraband. 
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High command should decide by Feb budget meeting: HM
BENGALURU

Home Minister G. Paramesh-
wara on Tuesday hinted that 
the state’s high command 
should resolve leadership and 
budget-related decisions 
ahead of the pre-budget meet-
ings scheduled in February. 
Speaking near his Sadashiva-
nagar residence, he said, “The 
high command should decide 
by then. No one else should 
present the budget.”

Addressing the Kogilu 
Cross building clearance con-
troversy, Parameshwara stated 

that the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister had 
met on Monday and decided 
to provide alternative housing 

for  res idents  who lost  
their homes during the demo-
litions. “This decision was 
made after weighing the pros 
and cons. Those affected will 
be given houses,” he added. 
The Home Minister also ques-
tioned past relief efforts, cit-
ing tsunamis and the Maha-
rash t ra  ear thquake ,  to 
highlight the need for timely 
assistance.

On the presence of Rohing-
yas in the state, he said, “Let 
us investigate whether they 
exist or not. We will also in-
form the Centre. The Bengal-

uru in-charge Minister should 
be approached for details.”

Regarding the recent Hun-
sur gold robbery, Paramesh-
wara clarified that police ac-
tion is underway. “Three or 
four people committed the 
robbery in five minutes. They 
will not be spared. I am con-
fident the culprits will be 
caught,” he asserted.

Commenting on New Year 
preparations, Parameshwara 
said he chaired an official 
meeting following instruc-
tions from the Chief Minister, 
emphasizing safety for wom-

en and children. “Accidents 
often increase during this 
time, especially on highways. 
We have instructed officials 
to pay special attention and 
ensure public safety during 
celebrations,” he said.

The Minister’s remarks un-
derscore the administration’s 
focus on resolving leadership 
and budget matters efficiently 
while simultaneously address-
ing citizen safety, housing 
rehabilitation, and law en-
forcement priorities ahead of 
the state’s upcoming key 
events.

POWER SHARING ROW
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Man kills friend 
 in drunken brawl  

in Bengaluru

DCP inspects New Year 
security on MG Road, 

Church Street

GBA Commissioner 
conducts tax collection 

drive at KR Puram

Bengaluru
A tragic incident occurred 

in Konanakunte when a 
drunken argument be-

tween friends turned fa-
tal. Bhagirath Sagar, a 

young construction work-
er from West Bengal, was 

murdered by his friend 
Deepu Mandal over a 
trivial dispute during a 

party. The confrontation 
escalated violently, and 
Mandal struck Sagar on 

the head with a hammer, 
killing him. Both men 

worked together in Ko-
nanakunte. Following  
the incident, the Ko-

nanakunte police regis-
tered a case, and Deepu 
Mandal has been arrest-
ed. Authorities are inves-
tigating the circumstanc-

es surrounding the  
brawl and the motive  

behind the attack.

Bengaluru
Ahead of New Year’s Eve 
celebrations, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
conducted a security in-

spection on MG Road 
and Church Street. Cen-
tral Division DCP Akshay 
and West Division Traffic 

DCP Anoop Shetty re-
viewed arrangements, 

including CCTV installa-
tion, traffic diversions, 

and parking plans. Offi-
cials ensured that all 

measures were in place 
as per the security map. 
The police department 

has completed prepara-
tions for the countdown 

celebrations on Wednes-
day night, aiming to 

maintain public safety 
and smooth crowd man-
agement during the fes-
tivities. Authorities urged 

citizens to cooperate 
and follow traffic and 

safety instructions.

Bengaluru
Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority’s East Commis-
sioner Ramesh, along 

with Joint Commissioner 
Dr. Sudha, led a tax col-
lection drive at KR Pu-
ram, targeting shops 

with the highest property 
tax arrears. Officials 

seized several shops and 
stalls across areas in-

cluding Horamavu and 
issued warnings to shop-

keepers. The drive also 
addressed encroach-

ments by squatters. Au-
thorities emphasized 

that regular payment of 
property taxes is manda-

tory to avoid penalties 
and further action. The 
campaign aims to en-

sure compliance and im-
prove revenue collection 
while maintaining order-
ly commercial spaces in 

Bengaluru East.

DCM DK Shivakumar clarifies his 
remarks on Kerala Government

Shivakumar also confirmed that he would participate in Kerala election campaigns
BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister DK Shivakumar clarified 
that his recent comments were 
directed at the Kerala govern-
ment’s administrative inter-
ventions and not at the people 
of Kerala. Addressing the me-
dia at Vidhana Soudha on 
Tuesday, he accused BJP 
leader Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
of deliberately twisting his 
statements to mislead the pub-
lic. Shivakumar emphasized 
the strong bond and mutual 
respect he shares with the 
people of Kerala, noting that 
Keralites hold him in high  
regard.

Shivakumar also confirmed 
that he would participate in 
Kerala election campaigns, 
asserting that BJP attempts to 
create confusion should not 

distract their efforts. He added 
that party leaders have ad-
vised them, and they are fol-
lowing their guidance.

On development initiatives, 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
stated that Karnataka’s Irriga-
tion Corporation and Krishna 
Bhagya Jala Nigam are under-
taking projects worth ₹5,000 
crore. He highlighted the pri-
ority given to the UKP proj-

ect’s land acquisition, requir-
ing ₹70,000 crore, with other 
works scheduled for subse-
quent phases.

Responding to questions 
about the state’s governance 
priorities in 2026, Shivaku-
mar reiterated the govern-
ment’s focus on efficient ad-
ministration, ensuring farmers 
benefit from filled reservoirs, 
and continuing the state’s 

guaranteed welfare schemes. 
He also mentioned the up-
coming local body elections 
and expressed confidence that 
under Congress leadership, 
good governance would con-
tinue over the next seven 
years.

When asked about specula-
tions regarding him becoming 
Chief Minister in the first 
week of January, Shivakumar 
advised the media to disre-
gard such statements, rein-
forcing that his focus remains 
on development and public 
welfare rather than political 
rumors.

This statement comes amid 
heightened political activity 
in Karnataka and Kerala, with 
Shivakumar seeking to bal-
ance administrative transpar-
ency with active party  
engagement.

Allottees flag design gaps 
in Bengaluru’s Nadaprabhu 

Kempegowda Layout
BENGALURU

Allottees in the III and IV 
Blocks of Nadaprabhu Kem-
pegowda Layout (NPKL), 
situated between Mysuru 
Road and Magadi Road, have 
highlighted critical infrastruc-
ture gaps that could hinder 
habitation if not addressed 
promptly. While welcoming 
the accelerated pace of devel-
opment under the current ad-
ministration, residents said 
the layout remains far from 
liveable.

Among the major concerns, 
footpaths are missing across 
the layout, which could wors-
en traffic congestion and pol-
lution. During a review meet-
ing on December 24, allottees 
urged the Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) to re-
visit the design and involve 
mobility experts to avoid re-
peating mistakes seen in other 
parts of the city. Key roads, 
including a 60-feet link from 
III Block A Sector to the 300-
feet arterial road, remain in-
complete. Another road near a 
stormwater drain has report-
edly been encroached upon, 
disrupting construction activ-
ities.

Boundary demarcation er-
rors were also highlighted, 
with misaligned markings 

causing structures to spill into 
neighbouring plots, potential-
ly triggering future legal dis-
putes. The absence of electric-
ity, water, and sanitary con-
nections has discouraged 
early settlement. Rising theft 
of electrical and construction 
materials has further under-
lined the need for streetlights 
and temporary police out-
posts.

BDA Chairman NA Haris 
stated that around 78 percent 
of development work at 
NPKL is complete, with the 
remaining 22 percent expect-
ed to be finished within five 
to six months. “There are a 
few minor technical issues, 
such as sanitary pipeline 
work, but overall, progress is 
smooth. Other issues raised 
by residents will also be ad-
dressed,” he added.

Residents emphasized that 
addressing these gaps is cru-
cial to making NPKL a truly 
habitable, well-planned lay-
out, ensuring safety, mobility, 
and access to essential utili-
ties for current and future  
occupants.

Residents raise concerns 
over infrastructure, 

walkability, and utility 
connections at NPKL.

Evening outpatient department 
planned at Victoria Hospital

BENGALURU

The outpatient department 
(OPD) at Victoria Hospital 
plans to extend its consulta-
tion hours from the current 9 
am–4 pm schedule to 8 pm, 
following a directive from the 
state government. On aver-
age, 650–750 patients visit 
the OPD daily across multiple 
specialties, including general 
medicine. The move aims to 
reduce overcrowding and im-
prove access to healthcare.

Dr ST Kavya, Dean of Ben-
galuru Medical College and 
Research Institute (BMCRI), 
said, “Based on government 
instructions, we intend to run 
an evening OPD clinic from 4 
pm to 8 pm. Currently, even 
after the OPD closes, patients 
are seen in the casualty room, 
but the evening clinic will al-

low systematic care for those 
visiting later in the day.”

BMCRI is currently con-
sulting heads of all depart-
ments to draft a formal pro-
posal, which will then be sub-
mitted to the state government 
for approval. The extended 
OPD hours may also be im-
plemented in other BM-
CRI-affiliated hospitals, such 

as Vani Vilas Hospital, if the 
government decides to ex-
pand the initiative.

Health Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao recently noted in 
the Legislative Council that 
there is currently no waiting 
period for patients at Victoria 
Hospital. Apart from Karnata-
ka residents, patients from 
neighbouring states like Tam-
il Nadu and Andhra Pradesh 
also seek treatment at the hos-
pital.

The introduction of evening 
OPD hours is expected to en-
hance patient convenience, 
reduce congestion during 
peak hours, and ensure timely 
medical attention for those 
unable to visit during standard 
operating hours, marking a 
significant step toward im-
proving healthcare access in 
Bengaluru.

Man arrested  
for setting 

mother ablaze

Cop’s hunch 
saved a toddler 

from peril

BENGALURU

Basaveshwaranagar police 
have arrested Muthu Abhi-
manyu for allegedly dousing 
his mother Geetha with petrol 
and setting her on fire after 
she refused to agree to his de-
mand regarding his daughter’s 
marriage. The incident oc-
curred at Bhovi Colony on 
December 23. Police said 
Geetha, who runs a grocery 
store in Bhovi Palya, sus-
tained severe burn injuries 
and is undergoing treatment at 
Victoria Hospital. The ac-
cused, who owns a tea shop 
nearby and had recently start-
ed staying at Geetha’s house, 
a l legedly harassed her 
19-year-old daughter over 
marriage. Following an argu-
ment at home, he reportedly 
attacked Geetha and fled.

BENGALURU

A routine evening patrol 
turned into a life-saving inter-
vention when ASI BG Mal-
likarjun of Tilaknagar police 
rescued a two-year-old boy 
from a mentally unstable 
woman near Ragi Gudda in 
Jayanagar, South Bengaluru. 
Mallikarjun noticed a woman 
in her late 40s carrying the 
toddler and recognised her 
from a recent incident in 
which she had torn down a Dr 
BR Ambedkar banner, later 
attributed to her mental insta-
bility. Sensing that the child 
might not belong to her, he 
approached the woman to 
question her.

The woman reacted aggres-
sively, claiming she had saved 
the child from an accident and 
that God had given him to 
her. She demanded gratitude 
instead of scrutiny, but Mal-
likarjun was unconvinced. He 
intervened, safely taking the 
toddler from her grasp while 
onlookers recorded the unusu-
al scene. Acting swiftly, Mal-
likarjun shared the child’s 
photo and a brief video in the 
South  Div is ion  po l ice 
WhatsApp group, alerting 
nearby stations.

Fatal gap: Vaccine alone insufficient 
for severe dog bites, doctors warn

Outcome irrelevant in bribery 
cases, says HC; rejects asst 

public prosecutor’s plea
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court 
on Tuesday rejected a plea 
by assistant public prosecu-
tor G. Poornima to quash 
proceedings against her in a 
bribery case registered by 
Lokayukta police, stating 
that the outcome of the 
work involved is irrelevant 
under anti-corruption laws.

Poornima, who served as 
an assistant public prosecutor 
at Tiptur Judicial Magistrate 
First Class (JMFC) Court, 
faced allegations arising 
from a complaint filed by R. 
Nagarajaiah, Range Forest 
Officer in Chikkanayakana-
halli, Tumakuru district. 
Nagarajaiah had been acquit-
ted in a criminal case, and 
the file later reached Poorni-
ma for her opinion. Although 
she advised the government 
to appeal against the acquit-
tal, she allegedly demanded 
Rs 10,000 from each of the 
four accused, including 
Nagarajaiah, promising a fa-
vourable opinion.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Narasimha Murthy, al-
legedly acting on Poornima’s 
behalf, was caught by Lo-
kayukta police while Rs 
20,000 of the bribe was be-
ing transferred to his bank 
account. Proceedings under 

Section 7 of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1988, 
were initiated against Poorn-
ima, Murthy, and a typist.

Poornima argued that she 
had already given an ad-
verse opinion, implying 
there was no “work” for 
which a bribe could be de-
manded, and therefore no 
offence was made out. 
However, Lokayukta police 
and the complainant con-
tended that she intentional-
ly concealed her adverse 
opinion and sought a bribe 
under the pretense of pro-
viding a favourable one.

Justice M.I. Arun clari-
fied that under Section 7 of 
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, the act of demand-
ing or accepting gratifica-
tion constitutes an offence 
regardless of whether the 
work was executed or its 
outcome. The court empha-
sised that the law targets the 
obtaining, accepting, or at-
tempting to obtain illegal 
gratification, and the result 
of the work is immaterial.

BENGALURU

The tragic death of a 12-year-
old girl from rabies, weeks 
after a dog bite, has highlight-
ed a critical gap in post-expo-
sure care: the absence of  
Rabies Immunoglobulin 
(RIG) administration for se-
vere bites.

Despite receiving four dos-
es of anti-rabies vaccine, the 
girl developed paralytic rabies 
and succumbed at a city hos-
pital. She had sustained a cat-
egory-3 bite, a deep puncture 
on her right leg, which man-
dates RIG to neutralise the 
virus at the wound site before 
it reaches the nervous system. 
Doctors at Indira Gandhi In-
sti tute of Child Health 
(IGICH) stressed that vacci-
nation alone cannot prevent 
rabies in high-risk injuries. 
Complete post-exposure pro-
phylaxis—proper wound 
washing, vaccine, and RIG—
is essential.

The child’s symptoms ini-
tially did not include classical 
signs such as hydrophobia, 
seizures, or altered behaviour, 
complicating diagnosis. She 
first experienced difficulty 
walking, sitting, and urinary 
retention. Physicians consid-

ered alternatives such as 
Acute Demyelinating Enceph-
alomyelitis (ADEM), Guil-
lain-Barré Syndrome (GBS), 
and Acute Flaccid Paralysis 
(AFP). By the ninth day, she 
developed altered sensorium, 
dystonic limb movements, 
and loss of brainstem reflex-
es, prompting saliva PCR 
tests that confirmed rabies 
encephalitis.

Paediatric neurologist Dr 
Vykunta Raju Gowda noted 
that paralytic rabies can mim-
ic other neurological disor-
ders, making clinical suspi-
cion critical, especially in 
children presenting with pro-
gressive lower limb weakness 
and neurogenic bladder.

“This case underscores the 
necessity of timely and com-
plete post-exposure prophy-
laxis, including RIG, to pre-
vent rare but fatal outcomes,” 
Dr Gowda said.

Experts warn that gaps in 
awareness and administration 
of RIG in category-3 dog 
bites remain a persistent pub-
lic health challenge, and im-
mediate intervention at the 
wound site is crucial to pre-
vent such tragedies.

This incident serves as a 
stark reminder that vaccines 
a lone  a re  in su ff i c i en t  
for severe dog bites, and  
strict adherence to post-expo-
sure  pro tocols  can  be  
lifesaving.

FIR filed against bank manager 
for allegedly defrauding K3.11 cr

BENGALURU

Malleshwara police have regis-
tered a case against a senior bank 
manager for allegedly defraud-
ing 41 customers of Rs 3.11 
crore by taking loans in their 
names without depositing gold.

The FIR names N. Raghu, 
Senior Manager at Canara 
Bank, 15th Cross, Mallesh-
waram, as the accused. The 
complaint was filed on Decem-
ber 12 by the bank’s AGM, 
Kabhinder Kumar. Police said 
Raghu is currently missing and 
an investigation is underway. 
Preliminary findings reveal that 

Raghu allegedly obtained gold 
loans worth Rs 3.11 crore 
across 41 customer accounts 
using blank cheques and OTPs, 
without depositing any gold. 
The scheme came to light when 
a defrauded customer alerted 
senior bank officials. In one in-
stance, Raghu reportedly bor-
rowed Rs 3 lakh from a cus-
tomer under the pretext of a 
family emergency, repaying 
only Rs 1.30 lakh. Later, he 
persuaded the same customer 
to provide a blank cheque and 
OTP for his mother’s account, 
promising repayment after  
securing a gold loan.
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Applications for 

financial aid extended 
to January 9

CHITRADURGA
The Department of Kan-
nada and Culture has ex-
tended the deadline for 
submitting applications 
for various financial aid 

schemes under the Gen-
eral, Scheduled Caste, 
and Scheduled Tribe 

sub-programmes to Jan-
uary 9, 2026. Applica-

tions must be submitted 
online only through the 

SevaSindhu portal 
(sevasindhu.karnataka.

gov.in). The schemes 
aim to support registered 

cultural organizations 
and artists in promoting 

the state’s language, 
arts, literature, music, 

folk traditions, and 
dance forms. Financial 

assistance includes 
funding for purchasing 
musical instruments, 

costumes, and organiz-
ing exhibitions of paint-

ings, sculptures, and 
handicrafts.
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



I, SYED ASIF PASHA , S/o, 
Syed Siddiq Sahib, Resident 

of  No,4212/1, Near 
Madina Masjid Extension 
Mohalla Ramanagaram 

Dist, 562159, have changed 
my name to SYED ASIF, 

vide affidavit dated: 
30.12.2025 before notary 
B.A. LAKSHMINARAYANA 

RAO, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, MOHAMED 
ANVER  Resident of 
No.10/1, Lal Masjid 

A Street Shivajinagar  
Bengaluru-560051, have 

changed my name to 
MOHAMMED ANWER 

Vide Affidavit Dated: 
30.12.2025 before 

notary R. BASAVARAJA, 
Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, AKHILA SANDEEP, 
W/o. Sandeep Reganti 

Venkatachalapathy, 
Resident of No. 1, 9th 

Cross, 11th Main Road, 
Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru 

-560052, Karnataka, 
have changed my name 

to AKHILA K N, vide 
affidavit dated: 29.12.2025 

before notary MEER 
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE

I, JAYASREE SAMPATH SHETTY 
CHITHAPORAM, W/o. Pandu 

Rangiah Shetty, Resident of Balaji 
Nivas, Vasavi Dharmashala Street, 

N R Extension, Chintamani, 
Chikballapur -563125, 

Karnataka, have changed my 
name to JAYASREE TALANKI 

PANDURANGIAHSHETTY, 
vide affidavit dated: 30.12.2025 
before notary MEER HASSAN, 

Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
I, MADHAVA 

VEERABHADRAPPA 
HADIMANE, S/o. 

Veerabhadrappa, Resident of 
Purva Highland Kanakapura Road, 

Near Nice Road, Konanakunte, 
Mallasandra, Konanakunte Post, 
Bengaluru -560062, Karnataka, 

have changed my name to 
MADAV H V, vide affidavit dated: 

29.12.2025 before notary MEER 
HASSAN, Bengaluru.

NAME CHANGE
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Millet cooking competition 
held in Chikkaballapur

CHIKKABALLAPUR 
 

Millets are gaining global 
prominence, and India holds a 
leading position in cultivating 
diverse millet varieties, said 
Joint Agriculture Director S.S. 
Aabid in Chikkaballapur. 
Speaking at the launch of the 
district-level Millet Cooking 
Competition under the Nation-
al Food and Nutritional Secu-
rity Programme for 2025–26, 
he said millets are not just tra-
ditional crops but highly resil-
ient and beneficial for both 
farmers and consumers. Unlike 
crops that demand fertile land, 
millets grow well even in thin-
soil regions and rocky fields, 
making them a boon for farm-
ers with challenging agricul-
tural conditions.

He encouraged women 

farmers to cultivate millets as 
they require lower investment, 
minimal use of chemical fertil-
izers and face very few pest 
issues. Beyond agriculture, 
millets are also powerful for 
public health, he said. In to-
day’s changing lifestyle, rising 
cases of heart disease, paraly-
sis, hypertension, and diabetes 

have weakened people’s 
health. Millet-based foods, rich 
in essential nutrients like mag-
nesium, copper, phosphorus 
and manganese, provide higher 
nutritional benefits than many 
commonly consumed foods. 
They are low in calories, help 
reduce body weight, control 
cholesterol levels and prevent 

fat accumulation, making them 
vital for a healthy life.

During the cooking compe-
tition, 69 farmers and farm 
women from various taluks 
prepared a wide variety of mil-
let dishes including laddus, 
payasa, biscuits, biryani, 
chakuli, jilebi, sajje prepara-
tions and several forgotten tra-
ditional recipes. 

Food scientist Dr. Soumya 
highlighted that millets are 
gluten-free and protect the 
body from chronic illnesses 
while maintaining balanced 
health.

The programme was attend-
ed by agriculture officials, 
technical staff and farmers 
from across the district, who 
appreciated the nutritional and 
economic value of millet culti-
vation.

Millets’ resilience and health benefits are highlighted as India leads global millet 
cultivation, encouraging women farmers in Chikkaballapur

Girijamma Guruvegowda elected as Deputy Mayor
RAMANAGARA

 
In a smooth and uncontested 
election held on Tuesday, 
Congress corporator Girijam-
ma Guruvēgowda from the 
17th Ward was elected as the 
Deputy Mayor of Ramanagara 
City Municipal Council.

The election was necessitat-
ed following the resignation 
of Ayisha Banu fifteen days 
ago. The polling process be-
gan at 11:30 AM, and since 
Girijamma Guruvēgowda was 
the sole candidate, Sub-Divi-
sional Officer Binoy, oversee-
ing the election, declared her 
elected unopposed.

Supporters celebrated her 
victory by bursting crackers 

and distributing sweets. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Giri-
jamma expressed gratitude to 
party leaders, including DCM 
D.K. Shivakumar, former MP 
and BMU president D.K. 
Suresh, former MLA C.M. 
Lingappa, MLA Iqbal Hus-
sain, and City Council Mayor 
K. Sheshadri, for their guid-
ance and support.

She assured that, alongside 
the Mayor, she would focus 
on city development, prioritiz-
ing basic infrastructure while 
consulting all council mem-
bers to ensure collaborative 
progress. Notably, most JD(S) 
members abstained from the 
Deputy Mayor election. With 
Congress holding a clear ma-

jority in the 31-member coun-
cil, the result was largely an-
ticipated. JD(S) members’ 
absence had no impact on the 
outcome. Girijamma Guruvē-
gowda was formally congrat-
ulated by Mayor K. Sheshadri, 
TP-CMS president Doddi 
Suresh, and other party lead-
ers and workers. Present at the 
felicitation were City Stand-
ing Committee Chair Pairoj 
Pash, members Parvatamma, 
Ayisha Banu, Pavitra, Vijaya-
kumari, Nizamuddin, Daulat 
Sharif, Aklin, Azmat, Muttur-
aju, Govindraju, Narasimha, 
Samad, Annu, Bhairēgowda, 
and several others, marking a 
festive and unified celebration 
within the council.

Job fair in Chitradurga 
scheduled on January 30
CHITRADURGA

 
A job fair will be held on Janu-
ary 30, 2026, at the Government 
Arts College (Autonomous),Chi-
tradurga to provide employment 
opportunities for youth, said Dis-
trict Panchayat CEO Dr. S. 
Akash. Addressing a preparatory 
meeting at the District Panchayat 
Mini Hall, he stated that the fair 
is being organized with support 
f r o m  S a n j e e v i n i - K S -
RLPS-DDU-GKY, the District 
Panchayat NRLM, and the Dis-
trict Skill Development Depart-
ment. Sub-committees have been 
formed, and their heads have 
been instructed to begin neces-
sary preparations immediately to 
ensure the fair’s success.

Dr. Akash emphasized that 
colleges, vocational training in-
stitutes, and beneficiaries of the 
Yuva Nidhi scheme should be 
informed about the fair. A sepa-
rate web link will be created for 
registration of employers and job 
seekers, along with extensive 
promotion to ensure wide partic-

ipation.
Officials present included Dis-

trict Panchayat Chief Project 
Officer C.S. Gayathri, Project 
Director K. Jayalakshmi, Chief 
Accounts Officer D.R. Madhu, 
District Skill Development Offi-
cer Vemanna, District Employ-
ment Officer Ravichandra, 
GTTC Principal Suhas, and rep-
resentatives from degree, ITI, 
and engineering colleges, along 
with other departmental officials.

The CEO highlighted that 
thorough planning, active coor-
dination, and awareness cam-
paigns are crucial for the success 
of the employment fair, enabling 
youth to access diverse career 
opportunities.

SC/ST commission 
chairman emphasizes swift 

action against atrocities
CHIKKABALLAPUR

 
Dr. L. Murthy, Chairman of the Kar-
nataka State Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes Commission, pre-
sided over a progress review meet-
ing for SC/ST welfare at the Sir M. 
Visvesvaraya Hall, organized in col-
laboration with the district adminis-
tration. During the session, he re-
ceived grievances from the public 
and community leaders, discussing 
several critical issues affecting SC/
ST communities.

Dr. Murthy emphasized that any 
act of oppression, violence, or ex-
ploitation against individuals or 
communities from Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes will be met 
with immediate legal action. Citi-
zens can directly approach the Com-
mission to lodge complaints, and the 
Commission actively works to safe-
guard their rights.

Key concerns raised during the 
meeting included land records, ten-
ancy, cremation grounds, deemed 
forest areas, community halls, SC/
ST development programs (SCP and 

TSP), and illegal liquor sales. The 
Chairman instructed authorities to 
promptly address these complaints 
and ensure quick resolution.

Following the public grievance 
session, a detailed review of fund 
allocations to various areas of the 
district was conducted. Officials 
were urged to prioritize the protec-
tion of SC/ST civil rights, provide 
quality education, and ensure the 
social empowerment of these com-
munities.

The meeting was attended by Dis-
trict Commissioner Ravindra P.N., 
Commission members M. Kum-
bayya, Secretary Dr. H.S. Shivaram, 
District Panchayat CEO Dr. Naveen 
Bhat, Deputy Superintendent of Po-
lice Kushal Chaukse, sub-divisional 
officers, tehsildars, Assistant Direc-
tor Srinivas from the Commission, 
and Deputy Directors from the De-
partment of Social Welfare. 

The gathering underscored the 
Commission’s commitment to en-
suring justice, equality, and empow-
erment for SC/ST communities in 
Karnataka.

SCP-TSP MEETING

Fulfilling the aspirations of  
people is my responsibility: MLA
BIDAR

 
Dr. Shailendra Beldale, 
MLA of Bidar South con-
stituency, chaired a village 
meeting in Udbal in the 
presence of active local 
residents to address issues 
related to infrastructure, 
drinking water, roads, 
electricity, sanitation, 
health, and education.

Speaking to the villag-
ers, Dr. Beldale empha-
sized that fulfilling public 
aspirations and serving the 
people with honesty is his 
primary responsibility. 
Several  minor issues 
raised during the meeting 
were resolved on the spot, 
while the remaining re-

quests were documented, 
with assurances of speedy 
redressal. He urged the 
community to actively 
participate in village de-
velopment initiatives.

The MLA also visited 
government schools in the 
village to review ongoing 
construction work and in-
teract with students to un-
derstand their educational 
needs.

In addition, Dr. Beldale 
inaugurated the construc-
tion of a ₹10 lakh commu-
nity hall near the Shri 
Mallikarjuna temple, pro-
viding instructions to offi-
cials and contractors to 
ensure timely and quality 
completion.
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India Achieves Major Social Protection Milestone
NEW DELHI

India’s social protection cov-
erage has jumped to 64.3 per 
cent in 2025 from 19 per cent 
in 2015, placing the country 
second globally after China. 
This growth comes after the 
expansion of welfare schemes 
and recent labour reforms 
aimed at enhancing workers’ 
security.

India received the Interna-
tional Social Security Associ-
ation (ISSA) Award 2025 for 
‘Outstanding Achievement in 
Social Security’ in Malaysia. 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi launched the Pradhan 
Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar 
Yojana (PMVBRY) on Au-
gust 15, 2025, with a Rs 
99,446 crore outlay, aiming to 
create over 3.5 crore jobs in 

two years, including 1.92 
crore first-time workers. Over 
2.35 lakh establishments have 
registered on the PMVBRY 
portal, benefitting more  
than 20.7 lakh first-time  

employees.
The government consolidat-

ed 29 labour laws into four 
Labour Codes covering wag-
es, industrial relations, social 
security, and occupational 
safety. These reforms simplify 
compliance, extend social 
protection to unorganized, 
gig, and platform workers, 
and strengthen workplace 
safety, especially for women 
and migrants.

Social security enhance-
ments include digital systems 
for EPFO claims up to Rs 5 
lakh, a centralised pension 
system, and easier UAN acti-

vation. ESIC has expanded to 
713 districts with 87,715 hos-
pital beds, and launched 
SPREE 2025 for new registra-
tions without retrospective 
penalties.

The PMVBRY scheme pro-
vides first-time employees 
one month’s wage up to Rs 
15,000, while employers re-
ceive incentives for creating 
additional jobs, especially in 
manufacturing. These initia-
tives aim to boost employ-
ment, income security, and 
social protection, reinforcing 
India’s position as a global 
leader in welfare coverage.
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Telangana Records 
Slight Drop in  

Crime Rate

Six Hospitalised  
After Kerala Music 

Festival Rush

Air India Express  
pilot arrested for 

assault at IGI Airport

Hyderabad
Telangana saw a small 

fall in crime in 2025, with 
total cases at 2.29 lakh, 
down 2.33% from 2.34 

lakh last year, DGP B 
Shivadhar Reddy said. 
Over 500 CPI (Maoist) 

members, including cen-
tral and state leaders, sur-
rendered during the year. 
BNS cases fell 1.45% to 
1.67 lakh. Kidnap cases 
dropped nearly 25% to 

1,145, and rape cases fell 
over 13% to 2,549. Cyber-

crime also declined by 
3%, while national cyber-

crime rose 41%, the  
DGP added.

Kasaragod
Six people were hospital-
ised for breathing prob-
lems after a large crowd 
surge at a beach music 
festival in Bekal on De-
cember 29, police said. 

The situation was quickly 
controlled, and all affect-
ed were discharged from 

the hospital the same 
night. Police clarified that 
reports of multiple injuries 
were false and urged the 
public not to believe ru-
mours. Authorities as-

sured that no one was se-
riously hurt and the festi-

val area remained safe af-
ter timely intervention.

New Delhi
Delhi Police arrested an 

off-duty Air India Express 
pilot, Captain Virendra 

Sejwal, for allegedly as-
saulting a passenger at 
IGI Airport on December 
19. The police collected 
CCTV footage and re-

corded statements during 
the investigation before 

making the arrest. Sejwal 
had earlier joined the 
probe and was ques-
tioned. He has been 

booked under Sections 
115 (voluntarily causing 
hurt), 126 (wrongful re-

straint), and 351 (criminal 
intimidation) of the BNS 

for the incident near  
Terminal 1’s security 

checkpoint.

PM Modi Urges Diplomacy after 
Reported Putin Residence Attack

Ukrainian President Zelenskyy called Russia’s attack claims false,  
stressing diplomacy while Trump hosts ongoing peace talks

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed concern over 
reports of an attack on Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s residence, calling for 
focused diplomatic efforts.

PM Modi, in a post on X, 
highlighted the need for all 
parties to avoid actions that 
could derail ongoing peace 
talks between Russia and 
Ukraine. “Deeply concerned 
by reports of the targeting of 
the President of the Russian 
Federation’s residence. Ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts offer 
the most viable path toward 
ending hostilities and achiev-
ing peace,” he wrote.

The remarks follow Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov’s announcement that 

Ukraine carried out a drone 
attack on Putin’s Novgorod 
residence on December 29, 
deploying 91 UAVs. Lavrov 
claimed all drones were inter-
cepted without causing dam-
age or casualties, warning that 
Russia would respond and 

that retaliatory measures had 
been planned. Despite the in-
cident, he confirmed that Rus-
sia would continue negotia-
tions but would review its 
stance.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy dismissed 

Lavrov’s claims as “fabrica-
tions” and insisted Ukraine 
would not undermine diplo-
macy. He said the alleged at-
tack report aimed to justify 
further Russian attacks, in-
cluding on Kyiv, and to dis-
tract from Moscow’s failure 
to end the war.

The situation comes amid 
ongoing peace talks hosted by 
former US President Donald 
Trump at Mar-a-Lago, where 
he met Zelenskyy to continue 
efforts toward ending the 
four-year conflict.

PM Modi’s call reinforces 
the importance of diplomatic 
solutions, urging restraint and 
collaboration to achieve last-
ing peace and prevent escala-
tion, amid heightened ten-
sions between Russia and 
Ukraine.

President Returns 
Tamil Nadu 

University Bill
CHENNAI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu has returned the Tamil 
Nadu University of Ma-
dras Amendment Bill, 
which aimed to give the 
state government the pow-
er to appoint its vice chan-
cellor, officials said on 
Tuesday. The bill, passed 
by the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly in April 2022, was sent 
for presidential assent to 
allow the state to take con-
trol of the 168-year-old 
university, which has been 
without a vice chancellor 
for over two years.

The proposed amend-
ment sought to change the 
University of Madras Act 
by replacing the word 
“chancellor” with “govern-
ment,” transferring the au-
thority to appoint and re-
move the vice chancellor 
from the governor, who 
currently serves as ex-offi-
cio chancellor, to the state 
government. The President 
returned the bill for recon-

sideration, citing concerns 
over potential conflict with 
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) regulations and 
established norms for ap-
pointing vice chancellors.

Earlier, Governor R N 
Ravi had reserved the bill 
for presidential consider-
ation, pointing out similar 
concerns. Following its 
return, the assembly must 
now review and reconsider 
the legislation before mov-
ing forward.

Currently, about 14 of 
the 22 universities in Tam-
il Nadu, including the Uni-
versity of Madras, are be-
ing managed by convenor 
committees due to the ab-
sence of regular vice chan-
cellors. The state govern-
ment had intended the 
amendment to streamline 
appointments, but the pres-
idential decision marks a 
significant setback for the 
Stalin administration, re-
quiring careful reassess-
ment of the proposed 
changes.

Trinamool Congress slammed Amit Shah’s “two-thirds majority” 
claim, asserting BJP will not cross 50 seats in West Bengal elections

Trinamool Congress Hits Back 
at Amit Shah’s Election Claims

KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) strongly rebutted 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday, calling his 
statements about the 2026 
West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions baseless. Senior TMC 
leader and state education 
minister Bratya Basu told re-
porters that Shah’s claim of a 
two-thirds majority was hol-
low and that BJP would fail to 
cross the 50-seat mark. “Shah 
will keep coming and going 
like a tourist. Such visits will 
serve no purpose,” Basu said.

Shah had claimed the BJP 
would form the next govern-
ment in Bengal after April 15, 
2026, adding that infiltrators 
would be identified and re-
moved. He also criticised the 
TMC government over wom-

en’s safety, saying women 
should be able to step out 
freely without fear, and de-
scribed the state’s condition 
as unacceptable.

Responding, TMC minister 
Sashi Panja urged Shah to 
witness Bengal during festive 
seasons when women move 
about freely. She accused him 
and the BJP of shielding ac-
cused criminals and obstruct-
ing the Aparajita Bill, which 
aimed for stricter punishment 

for rapists. Panja also rejected 
Shah’s claims about industrial 
decline, stating that Bengal 
received Rs 13.8 lakh-crore in 
investment since 2011 and 
ranks second in the MSME 
sector.

TMC spokesperson Jay 
Prakash Majumdar dismissed 
Shah’s claim that BJP does 
not indulge in temple-based 
politics, citing their cam-
paigns in 2019 and 2024. Ma-
jumdar added that such poli-
tics would again be rejected 
by Bengal’s electorate.

The TMC’s response high-
lights its firm stance against 
BJP’s assertions, reiterating 
confidence in its governance 
record, women’s safety mea-
sures, and industrial growth, 
while calling Shah’s state-
ments exaggerated and mis-
leading.

Sri Lankan Navy Detains 
Indian Fishermen Again

CHENNAI

Tension rose in Rameswaram 
on Tuesday after the Sri 
Lankan Navy arrested three 
Indian fishermen and seized 
their trawler, alleging illegal 
fishing in Sri Lankan waters. 
The detained fishermen, iden-
tified as Rooban, Nagarajan, 
and Prabhu, had left Ra-
meswaram harbour late Mon-
day night with official clear-
ance. Their boat was inter-
cepted near Neduntheevu 
(Delft Island) and taken to 
Karainagar Naval Base in 
northern Sri Lanka.

Authorities said 415 fishing 
tokens had been issued on 
Monday, allowing fishermen 
to venture into the sea. News 
of the arrests spread quickly, 
causing anxiety among fami-
lies awaiting the return of 
their relatives. V.P. Jesu Raja, 
a leader of the Rameswaram 

fishermen’s association, con-
demned the detentions, saying 
repeated arrests left the com-
munity distressed and inse-
cure.

“This is the third such inci-
dent in less than two weeks. 
Over 13 fishermen have been 
detained, and three trawlers 
seized in the past 15 days. 
Earlier detainees were re-
leased only after paying hefty 
fines, creating severe finan-
cial strain,” Jesu Raja said.

He urged both India and Sri 
Lanka to hold serious talks to 
find a lasting solution and ap-
pealed to the Union govern-
ment to intervene promptly to 
secure the release of the fish-
ermen and their boats. The 
repeated arrests highlight the 
ongoing challenges faced by 
Tamil Nadu fishermen in the 
sensitive Palk Strait region, 
affecting their livelihoods and 
safety.

Four Dead, Dozen Injured 
in Maihar Road Accident

MAIHAR

A severe road accident on Na-
tional Highway-30 in Maihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, claimed 
four lives and left at least 12 
people injured, officials said. 
The crash occurred near Ti-
loura village under Nadan po-
lice station when a passenger 
vehicle carrying members of 
the Patel family from Padari-
ya village in Katni district 
rammed into the rear of a con-
tainer truck at high speed.

The front of the vehicle was 
completely crushed. Three pas-
sengers died on the spot, while 
a fourth succumbed to injuries 
later in hospital. The deceased 
have been identified as Chhon-
ga Patel (60), Jitendra Payasi 
(24), Santlal Patel, and another 
yet-to-be-identified passenger. 
At least five of the injured, in-
cluding Jagdish Patel, Ram Sa-
hay Patel, and Mangi Bai Patel, 
are in critical condition.

The family was travelling 
to Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, to 
immerse the ashes of a de-
ceased relative, making the 
accident particularly tragic for 
the extended Patel family. A 
police team, with help from 
local residents, rescued those 
trapped in the mangled vehi-
cle. The injured were initially 

taken to Maihar Civil Hospi-
tal, with critically injured pa-
tients referred to Satna and 
others shifted to Katni for 
specialised treatment.

Police have registered a 
case under relevant sections 
of the Indian Penal Code and 
the Motor Vehicles Act. Pre-
liminary investigation indi-
cates that overspeeding may 
have been a major factor, 
while officials are also exam-
ining visibility conditions and 
possible mechanical issues. 
The tragedy has left the local 
community grieving and 
raised concerns about road 
safety on the busy highway.

The family was travelling to 
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, 
to immerse the ashes of  a 
deceased relative, making 
the accident particularly 
tragic for the extended 

Patel family.

Shah Promises End to Fear and Misgovernance
KOLKATA

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday urged the 
people of West Bengal to give 
the BJP a chance to 
govern, promising to 
replace “fear, corrup-
tion, and misgover-
nance” with good gov-
ernance. Speaking in 
Kolkata, Shah posi-
tioned the BJP as a 
strong alternative to the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 

and other past governments.
Shah accused TMC chief 

Mamata Banerjee of allowing 
infiltration of Bangladeshis for 
electoral gains. He said the BJP 

would identify and re-
move infiltrators once 
in power. He also crit-
icised the state govern-
ment for delaying bor-
der fencing, claiming 
West Bengal was not 
providing the required 

land. On economic issues, Shah 
alleged that misgovernance had 

led to industrial decline in the 
state. He further accused the 
TMC of spreading fear and vi-
olence, stating that over 300 
BJP workers had been killed 
and more than 3,000 remained 
unable to return to their homes 
due to political pressure.

Highlighting corruption, Shah 
said several senior TMC leaders 
had faced jail for swindling 
public funds, claiming that even 
the machinery used to count 
seized cash reportedly malfunc-
tioned from overheating.

Sri Lankan 
Envoy Praises 

India’s Support 
during Cyclone

NEW DELHI

Sri Lanka’s High Commis-
sioner to India, Mahishini 
Colonne, on Tuesday lauded 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for his leadership and 
India’s swift assistance during 
Cyclone Ditwah. She described 
him as “an important voice of 
the Global South” and a “high-
ly respected leader,” noting his 
consistent support to Sri Lanka 
in times of crisis.

Colonne recalled PM Modi’s 
visit to Sri Lanka after the 2019 
Easter Sunday attacks, which 
helped restore tourism and 
strengthen the economy. High-
lighting India’s role during Cy-

clone Dit-
w a h ,  s h e 
said helicop-
ters, relief 
s u p p l i e s , 
doctors, and 
medical aid 

were deployed within hours, 
demonstrating India’s multidi-
mensional support. Operation 
Sagar Bandhu, she noted, be-
gan while the cyclone was still 
active, and India continues to 
assist in rebuilding infrastruc-
ture and providing relief to 
affected communities.

“The cyclone has passed, ba-
sic services and connectivity 
have been restored, and India’s 
assistance has been significant 
in all phases of recovery,” Col-
onne said. She emphasised In-
dia’s long-standing partnership, 
describing the country as a 
trusted and consistent partner 
for Sri Lanka.

Raihan Vadra to Get Engaged in Pvt Ceremony
NEW DELHI

Preparations are quietly un-
derway for the engagement of 
Raihan Vadra, son of Con-
gress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra and busi-
nessman Robert Vadra, to his 
longtime partner Aviva Baig. 
Sources close to the family 
said the ceremony will be a 
private, low-key affair in Ra-

jasthan, likely in early January 
2026, lasting two to three 
days and coordinated to suit 
family schedules.

Congress leaders Rahul 

Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, Robert Vadra, and 
other family members have 
already reached Sawai Mad-
hopur, staying at Hotel Sher 
Bagh near Ranthambore Na-
tional Park. The family plans 
to combine the engagement 
celebrations with New Year 
festivities, keeping the event 
intimate and away from pub-
lic attention.
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Kejriwal Slams BJP over Teachers’ New Order
NEW DELHI

AAP National Convenor and 
former Delhi CM Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Tuesday criticised 
the BJP-led Delhi government 
over an alleged order asking 
schools, colleges, and stadi-
ums to appoint Nodal Officers 
for stray dog management. 
Kejriwal claimed the directive 
insulted teachers and distract-
ed them from educating chil-
dren, saying, “AAP respected 
teachers, while BJP is bent on 

destroying everything.”
The controversy arose after 

AAP Delhi President Saurabh 
Bharadwaj shared the order, 
stating schools must 
submit Nodal Officer 
details, including 
name, designation, 
contact number, and 
email. The notice re-
portedly covered gov-
ernment, aided, and 
unaided recognised schools, 
as well as sports complexes.

Kejriwal accused the BJP 

of prioritising absurd tasks 
over education and glorified 
AAP’s past tenure in Delhi, 
highlighting teacher training, 

school  improve-
ments, and focus on 
children’s education. 
He said the order re-
flects BJP’s disregard 
for educational insti-
tutions.

However, Delhi 
government officials quickly 
dismissed the reports as “fake 
news,” clarifying that no edu-

cational institution was asked 
to conduct a stray dog census. 
The notice, issued by the 
Caretaking Branch of the Del-
hi Directorate of Education, 
referred to the Supreme 
Court’s November 7, 2025 
order and a follow-up No-
vember 20 meeting focused 
on public safety measures. 
Schools and other institutions 
were only required to provide 
relevant data by November 
26, 2025, for compliance with 
the SC directions, not to mon-

itor stray dogs.
The government empha-

sised that the directive aimed 
at public safety and top-prior-
ity compliance with court in-
structions, and any claims 
linking it to counting stray 
dogs were misleading. Offi-
cials noted the clarification 
was issued to remove confu-
sion caused by misinterpreta-
tion of the circular, ensuring 
accurate  unders tanding 
among the public and institu-
tions.

DOG MANAGEMENT ROW
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Seven Dead, Eleven 
Injured in Uttarakhand 

Bus Crash

Dense Fog Forces 
Flight Disruptions  

at Delhi Airport

NIA Charges Five  
for Supplying 

Explosives to Naxals

Dehradun
Seven people died and 11 
were injured when a pas-
senger bus from Dwara-
hat to Ramnagar fell into 
a steep ravine in Almora 

district on Tuesday morn-
ing. The 19-passenger bus 
lost control near Salapani, 
Bhikiyainsain area, shortly 
after Vinayak. Locals de-

scribed the fall as sudden 
and terrifying. Rescue 
teams, with villagers’ 

help, saved survivors and 
took the injured to Bhiki-
yainsain Hospital. Offi-

cials are investigating the 
cause, which may involve 
driver error or a technical 

fault. CM Dhami ex-
pressed condolences.

New Delhi
Dense fog on Tuesday 

disrupted operations at 
Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport, cancelling 118 
flights and diverting 16 
others. Over 130 flights 

faced delays, with an av-
erage departure hold of 

28 minutes. Poor visibility 
affected 60 arrivals and 

58 departures. Flights 
without CAT III technology 
could not land safely. Di-

verted flights were sent to 
nearby airports, while au-

thorities instructed air-
lines to assist passengers 

during the weather. Air-
port operations continued 

amid efforts to manage 
the chaos.

New Delhi
The National Investiga-

tion Agency (NIA) on 
Tuesday filed charges 
against five people, in-

cluding four absconders, 
in a 2024 case of supply-

ing explosives to the 
banned CPI (Maoist) 

group in Chhattisgarh. 
Manish Sodhi, arrested in 
July, and fugitives Sodhi 
Kesa, Manila, Madkam 

Kesa, and Sodhi Lakhma, 
all from Sukma district, 

were named in the 
chargesheet. So far, the 
NIA has chargesheeted 

seven individuals in con-
nection with the case, 

which involves illegal pro-
curement and distribution 

of explosives to Naxals.

Jal Minister Launches Digital 
Tool for Village Water Services

With numerous Gram Panchayats achieving Har Ghar Jal, the  
mission now provides reliable daily water via community oversight

NEW DELHI

Union Jal Shakti Minister C. 
R. Patil on Tuesday launched 
a new digital tool, Jal Seva 
Aankalan, to help Gram Pan-
chayats assess drinking water 
services. The initiative aims 
to strengthen service delivery 
and encourage community 
ownership under the Jal Je-
evan Mission (JJM).

Addressing the gathering, 
Patil emphasized that JJM is 
not just about creating water 
infrastructure but ensuring re-
liable drinking water for ev-
ery rural household. He high-
lighted four key pillars of the 
Mission: Political Will, Peo-
ple’s Participation, Stakehold-
er Collaboration, and Optimal 
Resource Use, with Jan 
Bhagidari (public participa-

tion) being the most crucial 
for sustainability.

Jal Seva Aankalan empow-
ers Gram Panchayats to man-
age their own water systems 
and enhances democratic de-
cision-making through Gram 
Sabhas. The tool helps identi-
fy gaps in service delivery 
early, allowing timely correc-
tive action, and shifts focus 
from mere infrastructure cre-
ation to consistent, quality 

water services.
With many Gram Pancha-

yats having achieved Har 
Ghar Jal status, the mission 
now prioritizes translating tap 
connections into safe, depend-
able daily water supply. The 
community-owned self-as-
sessment model reduces reli-
ance on costly third-party sur-
veys and enables villages to 
collectively monitor and im-
prove water service systems.

The launch event saw the 
presence of Ministers of State 
for Jal Shakti V. Somanna and 
Raj Bhushan Choudhary, se-
nior DDWS officials, state 
representatives, Panchayat 
Secretaries, Sarpanches, and 
Village Water and Sanitation 
Committee members. Around 
10,000 representatives of Har 
Ghar Jal Gram Panchayats 
from across the country par-
ticipated virtually, reflecting 
strong nationwide engage-
ment.

Patil concluded that sus-
tainable drinking water sup-
ply can be achieved only 
through active community 
participation, transparency, 
and local ownership, making 
Gram Panchayats the central 
custodians of the mission’s 
success.

Procurement 
Period Extended for 
Moong, Udd Crops

NEW DELHI

The central government has 
approved an extension of the 
procurement period for 
moong (green gram) grown in 
Karnataka during the 2025-26 
Kharif season under the Price 
Support Scheme (PSS). The 
extension now also applies to 
other crops, including soy-
bean, groundnut, Udd bean, 
and sunflower.

This move ensures farmers 
receive fair support prices and 
provides them additional time 
to sell their produce. 
Union Agriculture Min-
ister Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan informed Min-
ister Prahlad Joshi about 
the extension through 
an official letter.

Earl ier,  Prahlad 
Joshi had requested the Union 
Agriculture Minister to ex-
tend the procurement period 
for moong, Udd, and other 
crops under the support price 
scheme. The central govern-
ment accepted the request and 
issued the formal order ex-
tending the Price Support 
Scheme period.

Expressing his gratitude, 
Prahlad Joshi thanked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Agriculture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chauhan for approving 

the extension. Officials said 
this step would greatly benefit 
farmers by allowing them 
more flexibility in marketing 
their crops while ensuring 
minimum support prices are 
maintained.

With this exten-
sion, farmers across 
Karnataka can now 
plan the sale of their 
moong, Udd, soy-
bean, groundnut, and 
sunflower crops 
without the pressure 

of deadlines, strengthening in-
come security and stabilizing 
market access. The government 
continues to encourage timely 
procurement to support agricul-
tural sustainability and protect 
farmers’ interests.

The extension highlights 
the government’s ongoing 
commitment to ensuring 
farmers get the benefits of the 
Price Support Scheme while 
promoting balanced crop mar-
keting and price stability 
during the Kharif season.

 Farmers in Karnataka 
get more time to sell 

moong, Udd, soybean, 
groundnut, and 

sunflower at support 
prices under extended 
procurement period.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee firmly disputed Amit Shah’s 
infiltration and Central project claims, defending her government

Mamata Banerjee Slams BJP 
over Infiltration, Projects Claims
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday 
hit back at Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah’s claims 
about infiltration, asking how 
attacks like the Pa-
halgam strike and the 
Delhi car blast oc-
curred if infiltrators 
were allegedly enter-
ing only through 
West Bengal. Speak-
ing at a public meet-
ing in Barjora, Bankura dis-
trict, Banerjee described Shah 
as “Dushasana,” accusing him 
of visiting the state with 
harmful intentions and aiming 
to destabilize Bengal.

Refuting claims that her 

government protected infiltra-
tors, Banerjee said, “If infil-
trators only enter from West 
Bengal, who carried out Pa-
halgam attack? Who was be-
hind Delhi incident?” She 
dismissed allegations that her 

administration denied 
land for Central proj-
ects, citing examples 
in Bongaon’s Pe-
trapole, Andal air-
port, and Eastern 
Coalfield Limited, 
calling the accusa-

tions false.
Banerjee also criticized 

Shah’s repeated assertions that 
BJP would form the next state 
government. She accused the 
party of manipulating voter 
lists through Special Intensive 

Revision, noting at least 58 
people have already lost their 
lives in related incidents. She 
condemned efforts to remove 
names from electoral rolls tar-
geting Matua, minority, and 
Hindu communities.

Highlighting her roots, Ba-
nerjee emphasized she was 
born in Birbhum and rejected 
attempts to label her as Bangla-
deshi. She stressed that her 
government prioritizes the wel-
fare of Bengal’s people, while 
BJP’s actions focus on political 
gains and creating fear. Baner-
jee’s remarks reflect her firm 
stance against what she termed 
misleading narratives, defend-
ing her administration’s track 
record in governance, land al-
lotments, and public safety.

ED Attaches Rs 
68 Crore Assets 
in Chhattisgarh 

Liquor Scam
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has attached properties 
worth Rs 68.16 crore of three 
major Chhattisgarh-based dis-
tilleries in connection with the 
state liquor scam. The move 
targets Chhattisgarh Distilleries 
Ltd (CDL), Bhatia Wine Mer-
chants Pvt Ltd (BWMPL), and 
Welcome Distilleries Pvt Ltd 
(WDPL), bringing the total at-
tachment against the three com-
panies to Rs 96.55 crore. The 
action was taken under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002, by the 
ED’s Raipur zonal office.

ED’s investigation revealed 
that the distilleries were central 
to a three-part corruption mod-
el. Part A involved inflating 
government procurement pric-
es, with distillers paying illegal 
commissions of Rs 75–125 per 
case. Part B saw production of 
unaccounted liquor using fake 
holograms and illicit bottles, 
bypassing taxes and official 
warehouses. Part C involved 
annual bribes to maintain mo-
nopoly and fixed market 
shares. Between April 2019 and 
June 2022, the distilleries sup-
plied over 60 lakh cases of such 
liquor to the syndicate.

The investigation, based on 
FIRs registered by Raipur An-
ti-Corruption Branch and Eco-
nomic Offences Wing, found 
the scam caused massive losses 
to the state exchequer. Key fig-
ures included ex-IAS officer 
Anil Tuteja, Anwar Dhebar, 
Arun Pati Tripathi, and former 
Excise Minister Kawasi 
Lakhma. The scam reportedly 
generated over Rs 2,800 crore 
of illicit proceeds.

So far, the ED has attached 
assets worth more than Rs 380 
crore and arrested several ac-
cused, including politicians, 
bureaucrats, and relatives of 
prominent leaders, highlight-
ing the extensive scale of the 
corruption network.

Athawale Meets Darekar 
Over BMC Seat Dispute

MUMBAI

Union Minister and RPI 
(Athawale) chief Ramdas 
Athawale on Tuesday met 
BJP MLC Pravin Darekar 
at his Bandra residence 
amid growing discontent 
over seat-sharing in the 
Mahayuti alliance for the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) elec-
tions. Earlier, Athawale 
had expressed displeasure 
at the allocation of only six 
seats to his party.

After the meeting, Atha-
wale said Darekar con-
veyed a message from Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, who 
had called him earlier. He 
added that the 39 candi-
dates submitted by RPI (A) 
had already completed 
their nomination forms. 
A t h a w a l e  r e q u e s t e d 
Darekar to arrange a meet-
ing with the Chief Minister 
on Wednesday to discuss 
fair seat allocation.

He also indicated will-
ingness to negotiate with 
Deputy CM Eknath Shinde 
to secure additional seats 
from Shiv Sena’s quota if 
possible. Athawale said the 
party will decide its future 
course only after talks with 
the CM, signaling that the 
issue remains unresolved.

Athawale criticized BJP 
for sidelining RPI in the 
seat-sharing process. He said 
the alliance of BJP and Shiv 
Sena had affected his party’s 
chances, with the RPI not 
even consulted during dis-
cussions. “If we had been 
called for discussions, more 
seats could have been allo-
cated. Last night at 2 am, we 
were informed about six 
seats,” he said.

The Mahayuti had re-
c e n t l y  f i n a l i s e d  i t s 
seat-sharing formula, with 
BJP contesting 137 seats 
and Shiv Sena 90. The Ma-
harashtra State Election 
Commission announced 
elections for 29 municipal 
corporations, including 
Mumbai, Pune, and Pim-
pri-Chinchwad. Polling in 
Mumbai’s 227 wards  
is scheduled for January 
15, with counting on  
January 16.

Athawale criticized 
BJP for sidelining 

RPI in the seat-
sharing process. He 
said the alliance of  
BJP and Shiv Sena 

had affected his 
party’s chances, 
with the RPI not 
even consulted 

during discussions.

Delhi Police Tightens Security 
Ahead Of New Year Celebrations
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police have intensified 
security around Connaught 
Place and India Gate ahead of 
New Year 2026 celebrations. A 
mock drill was conducted to 
test emergency preparedness, 
and strict timings for December 
31 have been issued. The drill 
focused on Connaught Place’s 
Inner Circle and Rajiv Chowk 
Metro Station, simulating a 
suspicious bag scenario. Teams 
from Delhi Police, dog squad, 
and bomb disposal squad re-
sponded swiftly, cordoning off 
the area and restricting public 
movement. The bag was later 
found safe.

DCP New Delhi Devesh Me-
hla said the exercise aimed to 
evaluate police readiness and 

response times during emer-
gencies. “We conducted the 
mock drill to test our prepared-
ness. Proper barricading, an-
nouncements, and rapid re-
sponse procedures were fol-
lowed,” he stated. He added 
that Connaught Place and India 
Gate attract large crowds on 
December 31 and January 1, 
and sufficient security mea-
sures have been put in place.

To manage traffic and 
crowds, vehicular movement in 
Connaught Place will be re-
stricted from 7 pm on Decem-
ber 31. Only vehicles with prior 
restaurant or bar reservations 
will be allowed, while pedestri-
ans can enter freely. Restau-
rants and bars will operate un-
der strict guidelines issued by 
authorities.

8 Police Officials Granted Bail in Kupwara Case
SRINAGAR

The principal district and ses-
sions judge of Kupwara on 
Tuesday granted bail to eight 
police personnel accused in a 
high-profile custodial torture 
case, investigated by the CBI 
on Supreme Court directions. 
The accused include Deputy 
SP Aijaz Ahmad, Sub-Inspec-
tor Riyaz Ahmad Mir, SPO 
Jahangeer Ahmad Beigh, 
Head Constables Mohammad 
Younis Khan and Tanveer Ah-
mad Malla, Selection Grade 
Constables Shakir Hussain 
Khoja and Altaf Hussain 
B h a t ,  a n d  C o n s t a b l e 
Shahnawaz Ahmad. All were 

arrested by the CBI in August 
and lodged in central jail.

The court directed each ac-
cused to submit personal and 
surety bonds of Rs 1 lakh and 
imposed strict conditions. 
They cannot leave the court’s 
territorial jurisdiction without 
permission, must surrender 
any passports, avoid influenc-
ing witnesses or tampering 

with evidence, and attend all 
trial proceedings unless ex-
empted. Any violation may 
lead to bail cancellation.

The case involves the al-
leged illegal detention and 
custodial torture of police 
constable Khursheed Ahmad 
Chohan at the Joint Interroga-
tion Centre in Kupwara. The 
Supreme Court transferred the 
probe to the CBI, terming it a 
grave example of abuse of 
power. It also directed the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir to pay Rs 50 
lakh as compensation to the 
victim, recoverable from 
guilty officers after depart-
mental proceedings.

MP Water Award Faces Controversy 
over AI Images Allegation
BHOPAL

A political dispute has emerged 
in Madhya Pradesh after Con-
gress accused the BJP-led state 
government of using AI-gener-
ated images to win a national 
water conservation award for 
Khandwa district. The district 
administration denied the allega-
tions, calling them “baseless and 
misleading.” Khandwa secured 
first place nationally under the 

Centre’s Jal Sanchay, Jan 
Bhagidari campaign, receiving a 
Rs 2 crore cash prize at the sixth 
National Water Awards in New 
Delhi. Kaveshwar gram pancha-
yat also won second prize in the 
best gram panchayat category. 
Madhya Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Jitu Patwari alleged that 
AI-generated images were sub-
mitted to falsely show develop-
ment works, claiming shallow 
pits were portrayed as wells.
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BLF Claims Killing 

Soldiers In Balochistan 
Attacks

Torkham Border 
Closure Hits Workers’ 

Livelihood Hard

Balochistan
The Balochistan Libera-

tion Front on Monday 
claimed that its fighters 
killed ten Pakistani sol-

diers in a series of attacks 
across the province. In a 

statement, the group said 
an army convoy was am-
bushed in Awaran district 

on December 28, killing 
eight personnel. It also re-
ported attacks on military 
camps in Barkhan, Tump 

and Turbat using gre-
nades and heavy weap-

ons. Pakistani authorities 
have not confirmed the 
claims. The group said 

the actions were part of 
its ongoing armed  

campaign.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
The continued closure of 
the Torkham border has 

pushed daily-wage work-
ers and porters into seri-

ous financial trouble. 
Many have lost their part-
time jobs and are strug-

gling to meet basic needs. 
Some workers are migrat-
ing to Punjab and Sindh in 
search of work, while oth-
ers are borrowing money 

from relatives. Several 
families have stopped 

sending children to 
school. A few jobless 

workers are reportedly 
turning to drugs to deal 
with stress. One young 

porter said poverty forced 
him to quit studies and 
face sleepless nights.

ASEAN Strengthened Regional Stability Despite 2025 Challenges
KUALA LUMPUR

Regional stability in Southeast 
Asia was strengthened in 
2025, despite serious chal-
lenges, Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim said on 
Monday. He said the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions continued to unite mem-
bers and partners, bridge dif-
ferences, and keep dialogue 
alive during a year marked by 
global anxiety and uncertain-
ty.

Malaysia took over the 

ASEAN chairmanship at a 
difficult time, Anwar said, 
adding that the bloc stayed 
committed to togetherness, 
mutual respect, and peaceful 
discussion. He noted that 
ASEAN remained an import-
ant platform for cooperation 
and consensus building. Ma-
laysia formally handed over 
the chair to the Philippines 
for 2026, marking the fifth 
time Malaysia led the group-
ing s ince  ASEAN was 
formed in 1967.

Anwar also referred to a 

special meeting of ASEAN 
foreign ministers held in 
Kuala Lumpur on December 
22. The meeting focused on 

renewed tensions between 
Cambodia and Thailand. 
Ministers urged both sides to 
show restraint and stop all 
hostilities. They expressed 
concern over civilian deaths, 
damage to homes, and the 
displacement of people along 
the border.

ASEAN members called 
on both countries to allow 
civilians to return safely to 
their homes and livelihoods. 
They urged dialogue, trust 
building, and de escalation, 
including humanitarian coop-

eration and respect for inter-
nat ional  law.  Malaysia 
briefed members on efforts 
made by Anwar to encourage 
peace, while Cambodia and 
Thailand shared their posi-
tions. ASEAN reaffirmed 
unity, centrality, and its role 
in maintaining regional 
peace, security, stability, and 
shared prosperity for South-
east Asia through continued 
diplomacy, patience, cooper-
ation, dialogue, engagement, 
restraint, understanding, 
trust, balance, respect.

ASEAN STABILITY
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South Korean President Lee 
Plans State Visit To China

Talks will stress economic cooperation, regional stability, North Korea 
dialogue, events in Shanghai, business meetings, and new agreements

SEOUL

South Korea prepares for a 
key diplomatic visit aimed at 
strengthening ties and easing 
regional challenges.

South Korean President Lee 
Jae Myung will make a state 
visit to China early next week 
for summit talks with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, officials 
said on Tuesday. Lee will 
leave for Beijing on Sunday 
and hold talks with Xi, before 
travelling to Shanghai on 
Tuesday and returning home 
on Wednesday. This will be 
Lee’s first visit to China since 
taking office in June and the 
first such state visit by a 
South Korean president since 
2017.

The meeting will be the 
second between the two lead-
ers in two months, following 
their first talks held on the 
sidelines of the APEC summit 
in Gyeongju on November 1. 
The talks are expected to help 
fully restore the strategic co-
operative partnership between 

Seoul and Beijing.
Officials said the leaders 

will focus on steps that bring 
clear benefits to people in 
both countries. These include 
cooperation on supply chains, 
investment, the digital econo-
my and joint responses to 
cross border crime. The visit 

also comes as Seoul seeks sta-
ble relations with China, its 
biggest trading partner and a 
key supporter of North Korea.

South Korea has asked Chi-
na to play a constructive role 
in creating conditions for re-
newed dialogue with Pyong-
yang. Beijing has repeated its 
support for peace and stability 
on the Korean Peninsula.

While in Shanghai, Lee will 
attend events marking the 
150th birth anniversary of in-
dependence leader Kim Gu 
and the 100th anniversary of 
the Provisional Government 
of Korea, formed during Jap-
anese rule. Lee will attend 
business meetings, and coop-
eration agreements are ex-
pected during the visit.

Ukraine Rejects Russia 
Claim Of Putin Attack

KYIV

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha on Tuesday re-
jected Russia’s claim of a 
drone attack on President 
Vladimir Putin’s residence, 
calling the allegation false 
and unsupported by evidence. 
Writing on X, he said nearly a 
day had passed since the ac-
cusation, yet Moscow had 
offered no proof and would 
not be able to do so. Sybiha 
said Russia often spreads dis-
information and reminded the 
world that similar denials 
were made before the 2022 
invasion of Ukraine. He criti-
cised countries that voiced 
concern over the alleged at-
tack, including Pakistan, not-
ing they stayed silent when a 
Russ ian  miss i l e  h i t  a 
Ukrainian government build-
ing on September 7, 2025. 
According to Sybiha, reacting 
to unverified claims only 
strengthens Russian propa-
ganda and encourages further 
aggression. 

He urged the international 
community to act responsibly 
and avoid responding to base-
less accusations, saying such 
reactions harm recent diplo-
matic efforts. His comments 
followed Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov’s 
s tatement  that  Ukraine 
launched drones at Putin’s 

Novgorod residence on De-
cember 29. Russia claimed 91 
drones were intercepted with 
no casualties or damage re-
ported. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy also 
dismissed the allegation, call-
ing it a fabrication aimed at 
justifying more Russian 
strikes. He said Ukraine 
would not undermine diplo-
macy and accused Moscow of 
using false claims to block 
peace. The remarks came 
shortly after US President 
Donald Trump hosted Zelen-
skyy in Florida to continue 
talks to end the long running 
war. Kyiv said responsible be-
haviour and careful verifica-
tion remain essential as diplo-
matic efforts show cautious 
progress despite continued 
fighting and political tensions 
across the region and beyond. 
Officials warned misinforma-
tion could derail talks if left 
unchecked by global partners 
and allies worldwide.

Ukraine dismisses 
Russia’s alleged drone 
attack claim, warning 

that unverified 
accusations risk 

fueling propaganda 
and damaging fragile 

diplomatic efforts 
toward peace

HRCP Flags 
Arbitrary Arrests, 
Disappearances 
Across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD

The Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan has raised 
serious concern over arbitrary 
arrests, long detentions and 
enforced disappearances 
across the country. It cited the 
disappearance of two Univer-
sity of Peshawar students af-
ter a government jirga in No-
vember. The group also 
flagged the alleged abduction 
of former MP Nisar Panhwar 
and his son from Karachi in 
December. HRCP further re-
ported cases of women and 
children detained in Baloch-
istan, calling the practices un-
constitutional and harmful.

Quad envoys met in Beijing to stress unity as 
tensions rose amid major Chinese military drills

Quad Envoys Reaffirm Indo 
Pacific Unity Amid China Drills

BEIJING

US Ambassador to China Da-
vid Perdue on Tuesday reaf-
firmed the Quad’s role in 
keeping the Indo Pacific free 
and open during talks with 
fellow Quad ambassadors. He 
said the United States Austra-
lia India Japan partnership 
remained strong and commit-
ted to regional stability and 
security. Perdue described the 
grouping as a force for good 
working to uphold a rules 
based regional order.

The remarks came as China 
began large joint military ex-
ercises around Taiwan and 
parts of the South China Sea. 
Chinese media said the drills 

involved ground air naval and 
missile units under the East-
ern Theatre Command. The 
exercise includes patrols sim-
ulated strikes port blockades 
and deterrence operations to 
test joint combat ability. Chi-
na says the move defends its 
sovereignty while critics see 
it as pressure on Taiwan.

The drills follow recent 
United States approval of ma-
jor arms sales to Taiwan val-
ued at about eleven billion 
dollars. 

Taiwan strongly con-
demned the exercises calling 
them irrational provocations 
that threaten regional peace. 
Its defence ministry said forc-
es were placed on high alert 

and rapid response drills were 
launched. Senior officers said 
clear rules of engagement 
were in place to manage any 
escalation responsibly.

Taiwan later reported in-
creased Chinese aircraft and 
vessels operating near the 
island during the exercise pe-
riod. Officials said dozens of 
sorties crossed the median 
line as monitoring and joint 
sea air patrols continued. 
Quad diplomats said dia-
logue cooperation and re-
straint remain vital to prevent 
conflict and keep the wider 
Indo Pacific stable amid 
growing rivalry and uncer-
tainty across the region in 
coming months.

World Leaders Mourn Former 
Bangladesh PM Khaleda Zia

DHAKA

Global leaders on Tuesday 
expressed grief over the death 
of former Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia, remem-
bering her as a major demo-
cratic figure who shaped na-
tional politics for decades.

Condolences poured in 
from across South Asia and 
beyond, highlighting her role 
as the country’s first woman 
prime minister and longtime 
chairperson of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party.

Nepal interim prime minis-
ter Sushila Karki said she was 
deeply saddened and con-
veyed sympathy to Zia’s fam-
ily and the people of Bangla-
desh. She praised Zia’s life-
long public service and called 
her a close friend of Nepal 
who helped strengthen bilat-
eral ties.

Maldives President Mo-
hamed Muizzu also offered 
condolences, saying Bangla-
desh had lost a historic leader 
during a moment of immense 
sorrow. He wished strength 
and patience for Zia’s family 
and supporters.

Khaleda Zia died early 
Tuesday at age eighty while 
receiving treatment at a pri-
vate hospital in Dhaka. The 

BNP said she passed away 
around six am after morning 
prayers. She had been admit-
ted with a lung infection and 
suffered for years from heart 
disease, diabetes, arthritis, liv-
er illness and kidney prob-
lems.

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said he was deep-
ly saddened and extended 
condolences to the people of 
Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi leaders said 
her death was a major loss to 
democratic forces, adding that 
her long struggle against 
hardship would inspire future 
generations to continue the 
fight for democracy and ac-
countable governance nation-
wide. Her legacy remains 
central to Bangladesh’s polit-
ical history, shaping debates 
on democracy, leadership, 
resilience, rights, opposition, 
reform, elections, pluralism, 
and freedom.

Zelenskyy Awards Housing To 
Heroes And Families Ukraine

KYIV 

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy on Tuesday 
presented housing certificates 
to members of the country’s 
Security and Defense Forces 
who were awarded the title 
“Hero of Ukraine,” as well as 
to the families of fallen he-
roes, in recognition of their 
service and sacrifices.

In a post on X, Zelenskyy 
said Ukraine’s strength comes 
from the courage of its peo-
ple, who have endured hard-
ship, preserved their identity, 
and defended their homeland 
against foreign aggressors. He 
emphasized that providing 
homes to heroes and their 
families is a small but import-
ant gesture of gratitude for 
their dedication.

“The Ukrainian home will 
always remain on the political 
map of the world. Every 
Ukrainian hero deserves a 
home of their own,” Zelen-
skyy said. “This is the very 
least the state can do to say 
thank you for your service, 
for your loved ones, and for 

choosing Ukraine.”
The ceremony comes amid 

heightened tensions with Rus-
sia. Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov claimed that 
Kyiv launched a drone attack 
on President Putin’s residence 
in Novgorod on December 
29. According to Lavrov, all 
91 drones were intercepted 
without casualties or damage, 
and Moscow has decided on 
retaliatory measures.

Zelenskyy strongly rejected 
the claim, calling it a fabrica-
tion intended to undermine 
diplomacy. He stressed that 
Ukraine remains committed 
to peace talks and is working 
with the United States to con-
tinue diplomatic efforts, fol-
lowing a meeting between 
Zelenskyy and US President 
Donald Trump at Mar-a-Lago.

By awarding housing certif-
icates, Zelenskyy highlighted 
the state’s support for its de-
fenders, reaffirming the com-
mitment to recognize the 
bravery and sacrifices of 
Ukraine’s military personnel 
and their families during on-
going conflict.

CIA Conducts 
Drone Strike On 

Venezuelan 
Dock Facility

WASHINGTON

The CIA carried out a drone 
strike earlier this month on a 
dock along Venezuela’s coast, 
targeting a facility allegedly 
used by drug traffickers, US 
media reported Monday. The 
operation marked the first 
known land strike inside Ven-
ezuela under the Trump ad-
ministration.

The dock was used by Ven-
ezuelan gangs to store drugs 
and load them onto boats for 
shipment. At the time of the 
strike, no one was at the site, 
and there were no casualties.

President Donald Trump 
confirmed the strike, describ-
ing it as a “major explosion” 
at the dock area. He said the 
site was critical for drug oper-
ations and claimed it had been 
effectively disabled. Trump 
did not specify whether the 
Pentagon or another US agen-
cy carried out the strike. Ven-
ezuela’s government has yet 
to comment.

The strike follows months 
of increased US military ac-
tivity near Venezuela in the 
Caribbean, as part of an an-
ti-narcotics campaign.

HRCP Raises Alarm Over 
Baloch Women Disappearances
QUETTA

The Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan (HRCP) on 
Tuesday expressed serious 
concern over the increasing 
arbitrary detentions and en-
forced disappearances of Ba-
loch women and girls. The 
rights body highlighted cases 
showing how due process is 
routinely bypassed, causing 
distress to affected families.

HRCP reported that Univer-
sity of Peshawar students 
Habib Wazir and Adnan Wa-
zir went missing on Novem-
ber 12 after attending a gov-
ernment-convened jirga. For-
mer lawmaker Nisar Panhwar 
and his son Mohsin Panhwar 
were allegedly taken by plain-
clothes men in Karachi on 
December 22. The commis-
sion also noted a rise in disap-
pearances involving women, 
minors, and activists such as 

Mahjabeen Baloch during 
November and December.

Specific recent cases in-
clude 15-year-old student 
Nasreen Baloch, reportedly 
taken during a night raid in 
Hub Chowki on December 
22, and two women, Hani 
Dilwash, who is eight months 
pregnant, and 17-year-old 
Hair Nisa, detained during an-
other raid on December 20. 
Earlier, Farzana Zehri and an-
other woman, Rahima, were 
also reportedly disappeared in 
Khuzdar and Dalbandin, re-
spectively.

Families of victims have 
protested in Kech district, de-
manding the safe return of 
four forcibly disappeared 
family members. The Baloch 
Youth Council said the pro-
tests are peaceful but largely 
ignored, with no information 
provided about the missing 
individuals.
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IndiaAI Mission Positions India at the Forefront
NEW DELHI

India is poised at the thresh-
old of a new technological era 
powered by Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI), with the govern-
ment committing more than 
₹10,300 crore over five years 
under the ambitious IndiaAI 
Mission. Announced on Tues-
day, the mission includes the 
deployment of nearly 38,000 
Graphics Processing Units 
( G P U s ) ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
strengthening the country’s 
computing infrastructure and 
reinforcing India’s ambition 
to emerge as a global AI pow-
erhouse.

According to an official 
statement, the IndiaAI Mis-
sion is designed to create a 

comprehensive and inclusive 
AI ecosystem by expanding 
high-performance computing 
capacity, fostering the devel-
opment of homegrown foun-
dational AI models, and sup-
porting startups and entrepre-
neurs. The initiative aims to 
ensure that AI-driven innova-
tion directly benefits citizens 

while accelerating research, 
skill development, and enter-
prise growth across sectors.

AI applications are already 
making a tangible impact in 
critical areas such as agricul-
ture, healthcare, education, and 
governance. From precision 
farming and disease diagnosis 
to adaptive learning platforms 

and efficient public service de-
livery, AI-enabled solutions are 
demonstrating real-world val-
ue. Strategic programmes such 
as Digital ShramSetu, along 
with initiatives focused on 
foundational model develop-
ment, are ensuring that techno-
logical advancements reach 
grassroots levels and bridge 
digital divides.

India’s tech and AI ecosys-
tem is witnessing rapid ex-
pansion. At present, at least 
six million people are em-
ployed across the technology 
and AI sectors, underlining 
the industry’s role as a major 
employment generator. The 
Indian technology sector is 
projected to cross $280 billion 
in annual revenue this year, 

reflecting strong domestic de-
mand and sustained global 
confidence. Looking ahead, 
AI alone is expected to add 
nearly $1.7 trillion to India’s 
economy by 2035, signifi-
cantly boosting productivity 
and economic output.

The country currently hosts 
over 1,800 Global Capability 
Centres (GCCs), with more 
than 500 dedicated to AI-driv-
en functions. India’s startup 
ecosystem has also seen re-
markable growth, with more 
than 1.8 lakh startups operat-
ing nationwide. Notably, 
nearly 89 per cent of startups 
launched last year incorporat-
ed AI into their products or 
services, highlighting AI’s 
central role in innovation.

INDIAAI MISSION GROWTH

QUICK READ
Meta snaps up 

Singapore startup 
Manus 

Govt releases white paper 
on democratising access 

to AI infrastructure

Chennai
Meta Platforms has ac-
quired Singapore-based 

artificial intelligence 
startup Manus, reinforcing 
its aggressive push to ex-
pand capabilities in gen-
eral-purpose AI systems 

amid rising global compe-
tition. While financial de-
tails were not disclosed, 
the deal is expected to 

bolster Meta’s expertise in 
autonomous AI agents 

that can reason, plan and 
execute complex tasks 

across applications. 
Manus is known for build-

ing versatile AI agents 
with broad enterprise and 
consumer use cases. The 

acquisition aligns with 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s 
strategy of making AI a 
core driver of long-term 
growth, alongside heavy 
investments in large lan-
guage models, data cen-
tres and custom AI chips.

New Delhi
The Office of the Principal 

Scientific Adviser (PSA) 
to the Government on 

Tuesday released a white 
paper on democratising 

access to Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) infrastructure. 
The white paper defines 
democratising access to 
AI infrastructure as mak-
ing the AI infrastructure - 
compute, datasets, and 

model ecosystem availa-
ble and affordable, such 
that it reaches a wide set 
of users. It refers to em-
powering a wide set of 

users to engage with and 
benefit from AI capabili-
ties. When compute, da-
tasets, and model tooling 
are broadly available, in-
dividuals and institutions 
expand what they can do, 
like aiming to design local 
language tools and adapt 

assistive technologies.
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Reforms 2025 Mark Shift to 
Outcome-Based Governance 

Sweeping economic reforms in 2025 signal outcome-focused governance, 
easing compliance, empowering taxpayers, and strengthening India

NEW DELHI

The economic reforms under-
taken by the government in 
2025 represent a decisive 
move towards outcome-based 
governance, aimed at reducing 
friction for citizens and busi-
nesses while improving trans-
parency, efficiency, and ac-
countability. According to an 
official statement issued on 
Tuesday, these measures are 
designed to lay a strong foun-
dation for sustained and inclu-
sive economic growth, posi-
tioning India as a resilient and 
globally competitive economy.

A central pillar of the re-
form agenda is the simplifica-
tion of taxation, particularly 

direct taxes. In a major relief 
for Indian families and indi-
vidual taxpayers, the Union 
Budget 2025–26 introduced 
significant changes to the in-
come-tax structure. Under the 
new tax regime, annual in-
comes up to ₹12 lakh have 
been exempted from income 
tax, while salaried taxpayers 
effectively enjoy an exemp-
tion up to ₹12.75 lakh due to 
the standard deduction. This 
landmark decision has reaf-
firmed the government’s com-
mitment to the middle class, 
leaving millions of house-
holds with higher disposable 
incomes. The increased finan-
cial headroom is expected to 
boost consumption, encour-

age savings, and stimulate 
investment across sectors.

Further strengthening the 
tax framework, the govern-
ment announced a compre-
hensive overhaul of the In-
come-tax Act, 1961 in July 
2024, culminating in the New 
Income Tax Act, 2025. This 
reform seeks to simplify legal 
language, remove outdated 
provisions, and consolidate 
and restructure the law to 
make compliance easier and 
more transparent. The new 
Act promotes a digital-first 
enforcement system and ex-
pands faceless tax administra-
tion, reducing personal inter-
face and discretion. It also 
consolidates compliance-re-

lated provisions such as Tax 
Deducted at Source under a 
single section, empowers the 
government to roll out tech-
nology-enabled schemes, and 
enhances dispute-resolution 
mechanisms to ensure quicker 
and fairer outcomes.

Beyond taxation, labour re-
forms form another corner-
stone of the 2025 economic 
agenda. In a landmark move, 
29 existing labour laws have 
been consolidated into four 
comprehens ive  Labour 
Codes: the Code on Wages, 
the Industrial Relations Code, 
the Code on Social Security, 
and the Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Condi-
tions Code. 

TN Emerges as 
Best-Performing 

State: Dy CM
CHENNAI

Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin on Tuesday 
said that Tamil Nadu has 
emerged as the best-perform-
ing state in the country, regis-
tering an impressive econom-
ic growth rate of 11.19 per 
cent. He attributed this 
achievement to the inclusive 
and people-centric Dravidian 
model of governance, which, 
he said, has placed social jus-
tice, welfare, and balanced 
development at the core of 
policymaking.

Speaking after inaugurating 
a state-of-the-art hockey sta-
dium constructed at a cost of 
₹9.67 crore in Coimbatore, 
Udhayanidhi Stalin noted that 
Tamil Nadu’s growth story has 
drawn national attention. He 
emphasised that the economic 
progress achieved by the state 
was not incidental, but the re-
sult of sustained policy initia-
tives and governance practices 
that focus on inclusivity and 
long-term development. Ac-
cording to him, the Dravidian 
model ensures that economic 
expansion goes hand in hand 
with social equity.

During the visit, the Deputy 
Chief Minister also inaugurat-
ed an elephant camp and un-
veiled a series of modernisa-
tion initiatives for the Forest 
Depa r tmen t ,  a imed  a t 
strengthening wildlife conser-
vation, improving animal wel-
fare, and enhancing infra-
structure for frontline forest 
staff. He further laid founda-
tion stones for several new 
development projects, inaugu-
rated completed works, and 
distributed welfare assistance 
to beneficiaries, underlining 
the government’s commit-
ment to holistic development.

Recalling the legacy of for-
mer Chief Minister M. 
Karunanidhi, Udhayanidhi 
Stalin said that both he and 
Chief Minister M. K. Stalin 
have always accorded special 

importance to the develop-
ment of Coimbatore. He quot-
ed the Chief Minister as in-
sisting that government 
schemes must reach every 
section of society, irrespective 
of political affiliations. Our 
governance model is designed 
not only to benefit those who 
voted for us, but to ensure 
that even those who did not 
support us experience the im-
pact of inclusive develop-
ment, he said.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s focus on women’s em-
powerment, the Deputy Chief 
Minister referred to flagship 
initiatives such as the Vidiyal 
Payanam scheme providing 
free bus travel for women, the 
Pudhumai Penn scheme en-
couraging girls’ education, 
and the Kalaignar Magalir 
Urimai Thogai scheme offer-
ing monthly financial assis-
tance to women heads of fam-
ilies. These initiatives, he 
said, have strengthened wom-
en’s participation in educa-
tion, employment, and public 
life. He also announced that 
the government would soon 
distribute 10 lakh laptops to 
college students across Tamil 
Nadu, reinforcing its commit-
ment to education, digital em-
powerment, and skill develop-
ment.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin 

said Tamil Nadu leads 
national growth charts, 

crediting inclusive, 
people-centric 

Dravidian governance

India’s real estate sector saw robust investor confidence as 
capital market deals surged in the first nine months

Indian Real Estate Raises 
₹17,867 Crore in FY26 So Far

MUMBAI

The Indian real estate sector 
has recorded a strong surge in 
capital market activity during 
the first nine months of FY26, 
with 11 deals raising a total of 
₹17,867 crore, according to a 
report released on Tuesday by 
Equirus Capital. The report 
highlights that the number of 
deals already matches the to-
tal transactions completed 
during the entire FY25, indi-
cating sustained investor con-
fidence and a potentially re-
cord-breaking year for the 
sector.

With three months still re-
maining in the financial year, 
both the total amount raised 
and the number of deals are 
expected to surpass previous 
highs, making FY26 the most 
active year for real estate cap-
ital market transactions in the 
last six years. Since FY18, the 

sector has cumulatively raised 
₹72,331 crore through capital 
markets, underscoring the 
growing depth and maturity 
of India’s real estate invest-
ment landscape.

Among various segments, 
Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) have emerged as the 
largest beneficiaries, account-
ing for ₹31,241 crore of total 
fund-raising since FY18. 
Large-cap real estate compa-
nies followed with ₹20,437 
crore, while mid-cap firms 
raised ₹12,496 crore and 
small-cap companies garnered 
₹8,156 crore. This diversified 
fund flow reflects broad-
based confidence across the 
real estate value chain, from 
institutional-grade commer-
cial assets to residential de-
velopers.

The report noted that In-
dia’s real estate growth story 
remains firmly supported by 

strong macroeconomic funda-
mentals, rising consumption, 
and sustained urban develop-
ment. Recent trends suggest 
that the current up-cycle in 
real estate is likely to contin-
ue in the near to medium 
term, driven by improved af-
fordability, stable interest 
rates, and rising investment 
interest.

Home loan rates and rental 
yields have remained largely 
steady since the post-COVID 
period beginning FY21, offer-
ing relief to both homebuyers 
and investors.  According to 
the report, the gap between 
home loan interest rates and 
rental yields is expected to 
narrow to below 500 basis 
points in FY26, improving the 
attractiveness of residential 
investments. Housing afford-
ability has also improved sig-
nificantly across India over 
the past three decades. 

Cement volumes 
in India to 

expand by 6-7 pc 
in FY27

NEW DELHI

India’s cement industry is 
projected to record a 6-7 per 
cent growth in volumes in 
FY27, supported by sustained 
demand from housing and in-
frastructure sectors after a 
6.5-7.5 per cent rise in FY26 
(on a higher base in H2 
FY25), a report showed on 
Tuesday. The industry is ex-
pected to add 42-44 million 
MTPA capacity in FY27, after 
43-45 million MTPA capacity 
addition in FY26. Rating 
agency ICRA said that cement 
demand remains strong, with 
volumes expanding by 8.5 per 
cent in the eight months of 
FY26, aided by robust con-
struction activities. With 
post-monsoon construction 
expected to pick up pace, a 
sequential improvement in 
demand is likely to take place 
in H2 FY26, it added.

NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on 
Tuesday that a record number 
of over 5.5 lakh domestic fil-
ings for trade marks were 
made in India during 2024-
25, reflecting the strength of 
the country’s institutions in 
safeguarding the interests of 
innovators and creators who 
play an important role in 
boosting economic growth.

Citing PM Modi’s mantra 
of Ideate in India, Innovate in 
India, Make in India & Make 
for the World, the minister 
highlighted that the Trade 
Marks Act, 1999, has been a 
key pillar in protecting the in-
terests of innovators for the 
last 26 years.

Along with that, the Naren-
dra Modi Government’s sin-
cere efforts to foster the inno-
vat ion ecosystem have 
strengthened the country’s 
position in the global Intellec-
tual Property (IP) landscape, 
promoting innovation-led 
growth that benefits not just 

India, but the world, he ob-
served.

Goyal further stated that the 
highest number of trade 
marks registered were in 
pharmaceuticals, veterinary, 
and sanitary preparations.

Policy reform, digitisation, 
and initiatives contributing to 
India’s growing global stand-
ing in the IP ecosystem

The Trade Marks Act is a 
piece of legislation that safe-
guards the intellectual proper-
ties of businesses against in-
fringement. It enables business-
es to protect their brand while 
at the same time allowing and 
promoting fair competition in 
the market. The Act has been 
reviewed several times to take 
into account various changes in 
the global business ecosystem 
and the demands of modern 
businesses.

As businesses expand glob-
ally, the protection of trade 
marks becomes more signifi-
cant, and the Act adequately 
takes into account this aspect 
of trade marks as well to en-
sure fair protection to firms.

‘Over 5.5 lakh trade marks 
registered in India in 2024-25’

About 50 pc of 2025 listings below issue price
MUMBAI

After a year packed with non-
stop IPO launches and re-
cord-breaking fundraising, 
India’s primary market is now 
showing signs of a reality 
check. While 2025 will go 
down as one of the most ac-
tive years for initial public 
offerings, the performance of 
many newly listed stocks has 
failed to live up to the excite-
ment seen on listing day.

Data shows that nearly half 
of the companies that went 
public this year are now trad-
ing below their issue prices.

This sharp contrast between 
strong listing-day gains and 

weak long-term performance 
has raised fresh questions 
over IPO valuations and in-
vestor expectations.

Over the past 12 months, as 
many as 344 companies en-
tered the stock market and 
together raised more than Rs 
1.75 lakh crore. Out of 103 
companies that debuted on the 
exchanges in 2025, a majority 
of 69 stocks listed above their 
IPO prices, while 33 opened 
below their issue levels.

However, this early enthu-
siasm did not last for many 
stocks. At present, only 54 
IPO stocks are trading above 
their issue prices, while 47 
have slipped below, showing 

how uneven post-listing per-
formance has been despite a 
blockbuster year for fundrais-
ing.

The worst-performing IPOs 
of the year were mostly from 
smaller issues, particularly 
those with issue sizes below 
Rs 1,000 crore.

Shares of Glottis have fall-
en 52 per cent from their issue 
price of Rs 129. Gem Aromat-
ics is down 48 per cent, while 
VMS TMT has declined 46 
per cent from its IPO level.

B M W Ve n t u r e s  h a s 
dropped 41 per cent, while 
Arisinfra Solutions and Jaro 
Institute are down 39 per cent 
each.

Mukesh Ambani unveils AI 
manifesto, aims 10x boost  

NEW DELHI

Reliance Industries chairman 
Mukesh Ambani on Tuesday 
unveiled a draft Reliance AI 
Manifesto, outlining plans to 
transform the conglomerate 
into an AI-native deep-tech 
enterprise. The initiative aims 
to achieve a 10-fold productiv-
ity increase for over 6 lakh 
employees and a similar im-
pact on India’s economy and 
society.

Ambani described AI as “the 
most consequential technolog-
ical development in human 
history” and said Reliance 
seeks to deliver ‘Affordable AI 
for every Indian’, embedding 
AI across its businesses while 
ensuring safety, trust, and ac-
countability. The manifesto 
emphasises workflow transfor-

mation over technology proj-
ects, with AI and automation 
removing repetitive tasks, im-
proving decisions, and enhanc-
ing quality, while retaining 
human accountability.

The draft also envisions 
broader societal impact, lever-
aging Reliance’s retail, tele-
com, energy, and life sciences 
ecosystems. Employees are 
invited to submit AI imple-
mentation ideas between Jan-
uary 10 and 26, with the man-
ifesto intended as a shared 
commitment to “build a New 
Reliance and a New India.”

Ambani stressed that AI will 
augment, not replace, people, 
driving efficiency, sustainabil-
ity, and India’s technological 
self-reliance through indige-
nous hardware, robotics, and 
cross-domain AI applications.

India’s Russian crude imports dip in 
Dec, trade remains structurally intact
NEW DELHI

India’s imports of Russian 
crude oil are set to fall to 
around 1.2 million barrels per 
day (bpd) in December, down 
from 1.84 million bpd in No-
vember, according to real-time 
data from Kpler. Analysts say 
the decline is due to US sanc-
tions on Rosneft and Lukoil 
and temporary supply disrup-
tions, rather than a structural 
shift in sourcing. Indian refin-
ers continue to buy from 
non-sanctioned Russian enti-
ties, rerouting shipments 
through intermediaries to 
maintain supplies. While Rus-

sia’s share of India’s crude im-
ports fell from about a third in 
November to less than a quar-
ter in December, demand for 
Russian barrels remains strong, 
driven by pricing economics 
and refinery compatibility.

Experts expect volumes to 
gradually recover from January 
as new suppliers and trading 
channels step in. Discounts on 
Russian Urals crude have sta-
bilised at USD 6.50 per barrel, 
making it competitive against 
Middle Eastern grades. Ana-
lysts say Russian oil is likely to 
retain a structural presence in 
India’s crude basket despite 
short-term adjustments.
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Year End Review – 2025 
Major Achievements of Karnataka's Congress Government in 2025

The year 2025 has been a landmark period for the Congress-led Karnataka government under Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar. From strengthening welfare programs to driving massive industrial investments 

and implementing groundbreaking governance reforms, the state has witnessed transformative progress across multiple 
sectors. This comprehensive review examines the major milestones achieved by the Karnataka government throughout 2025.

Budget 2025-26: A Record H4.09 Lakh Crore Outlay
The Karnataka government 
presented an ambitious budget 
for fiscal year 2025-26 with a 
total estimated receipt of 
₹4,08,647 crore, marking a 
significant increase from the 
previous year's ₹3,58,657 

crore. This budget reflects the 
state's commitment to bal-
anced development across six 
key dimensions: welfare pro-
grams, agriculture and rural 
development, urban develop-
ment, investment and job cre-

ation, and governance reforms.
The state's economy has 

demonstrated remarkable resil-
ience and growth, with Karna-
taka contributing 8.4 percent 
to India's GDP. The state econ-
omy is projected to grow at 7.4 

percent in 2024-25, surpassing 
the national growth rate of 6.4 
percent. This strong economic 
performance has enabled the 
government to maintain fiscal 
discipline while pursuing am-
bitious development programs.

Five Guarantee 
Schemes: Continuing 
the Social Revolution

Record Allocation and Impact
One of the most significant 
achievements of 2025 has 
been the successful continu-
ation and expansion of the 
Five Guarantee Schemes, 
with a record allocation of 
₹51,034 crore in the 2025-26 
budget. As of August 2025, 
the government had dis-
bursed a staggering ₹95,450 
crore across all five schemes, 
directly benefiting millions 
of Karnataka residents.

The allocation of ₹233 crore 
per assembly constituency un-
der these schemes has 
strengthened public trust in the 
administration. The govern-

ment has maintained fiscal 
discipline by adhering to the 
fiscal deficit norm of 3 percent 
of GSDP and maintaining a 
debt-to-GSDP ratio of 25 per-
cent over the past two budgets.

SHAKTI SCHEME: 
Empowering Women's Mobility

The Shakti scheme, offering 
free bus travel to women 
across Karnataka in non-AC, 
non-premium buses, has been 
a transformative success. In 
the 2024-25 fiscal year, 226.53 
crore women passengers ben-
efitted from this scheme, with 
the government spending 
₹5,015 crore. For 2025-26, the 
allocation has been increased 
to ₹5,300 crore.

According to an indepen-
dent study released in Octo-
ber 2025, the Shakti scheme 
has charted a new course for 

women's empowerment. 
Nineteen percent of women 
beneficiaries in the state have 
either secured better-paying 
jobs or found new employ-

ment opportunities thanks to 
free bus travel. The scheme 
has significantly increased 
women's mobility and partic-
ipation in the workforce.

The  Gruha  Lakshmi 
scheme provides ₹2,000 per 
month to women heads of 
households, aimed at en-
hancing financial indepen-
dence. In 2024-25, 1.22 
crore women received fi-
nancial assistance under 
this scheme at a cost of 
₹28,608 crore to the exche-
quer. By August 2025, the 

government had disbursed 
₹49,080 crore under this 
scheme alone. The govern-
ment has announced initia-
tives to integrate these ben-
eficiaries into self-help 
groups under the Akka Co-
operative Society, improv-
ing their access to financial 
resources and entrepreneur-
ship opportunities.

Gruha Lakshmi: Financial 
Independence for Women

Gruha Jyoti: Powering Homes for Free
The Gruha Jyoti scheme provides free electricity up to 200 units to eligible households, 

alleviating financial pressure on low-income families. As of August 2025, the government 
had spent I21,213 crore on this scheme. The independent study revealed that 72 percent 
of women beneficiaries' households have increased electricity usage, with 43 percent of 
families purchasing new household appliances, thereby raising their standard of living.ANNA BHAGYA: 

Ensuring Food Security
Under the Anna Bhagya 
scheme, the government 
provides 10 kg of free rice 
per person per month to 
beneficiaries holding 
Antyodaya or Priority 
Household ration cards. 
The scheme currently 
benefits 4.21 crore people. 
By August 2025, ₹14,655 
crore had been disbursed 
under this program.

The government has im-
plemented advanced tech-
nology-driven measures 

including CCTV surveil-
lance in warehouses, 
GPS-based vehicle track-
ing, and a Command Con-
trol Centre to ensure effi-
cient distribution and re-
duce fraud. According to 
the October 2025 study, 
91 percent of families 
have been able to save on 
foodgrain expenses and 
redirect that money to-
wards purchasing more 
nutritious items such as 
vegetables and milk.

Yuva Nidhi: Supporting Unemployed Youth
The Yuva Nidhi scheme pro-
vides unemployment allow-
ances to graduates (₹3,000 
per month) and diploma 
holders (₹1,500 per 
month). In 2024-
2 5 ,  2 . 5 8  l a k h 
youths registered 
for the scheme, 
receiving a total 
of  ₹286 crore 
th rough  Di rec t 
Benefit Transfer. By 
August 2025, ₹520 
crore had been disbursed un-
der this scheme. As of Janu-
ary 2025, there were over 

1.74 lakh beneficiaries.
Beyond financial assistance, 

the government has linked the 
scheme with the Industry 

Linkage Cell to pro-
vide skill training, 
e n h a n c i n g  j o b 
prospects for Kar-
nataka's youth. 
According to the 
independent study, 

42 percent of bene-
ficiaries reported us-

ing the allowance for 
skill development and job 
searches, helping them move 
towards self-reliance.

Yuva 
Nidhi 

empowers un-
employed youth 
through financial 
support and skill 

development

Transparent Implementation
The government has demonstrated its commitment to transparency and efficiency through technology-driv-

en governance measures. Over I1 lakh crore has already been directly transferred to beneficiaries' bank ac-
counts, eliminating intermediaries and ensuring that benefits reach the intended recipients without leakage.

Historic 
Supreme 

Court Victory 
on Mekedatu 

Project
One of the most significant 
achievements of 2025 was the 
Supreme Court victory re-
garding the Mekedatu 
Balancing Reservoir 
project. In Novem-
ber 2025, the Su-
preme Court dis-
missed Tamil 
Nadu ' s  p l ea 
a g a i n s t  t h e 
construc-
tion of the 
Mekedatu 
dam on the 
C a u v e r y 
R i v e r , 
terming it 
prema-
ture.

THE VERDICT
A bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India BR Gavai, Jus-
tices K Vinod Chandran, and 
Justice NV Anjaria ruled that 
the preparation of the Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) could 
proceed after considering 
Tamil Nadu's objections and 
the opinions of expert bodies 

including the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulation Commit-

tee (CWRC) and the 
Cauvery Water 

Management 
Authority 
(CWMA).

The court emphasized that 
Karnataka is bound to release 
the stipulated 177 TMC wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu annually 
and that failure to comply 
would constitute contempt of 
court. However, the court 
also held that no state has the 
right to interfere with another 
state's decision regarding the 
management and use of wa-
ter allotted to it unless such 
action reduces the water allo-
cated to that state.

Project Acceleration
Following the Supreme 
Court's decision, Deputy 
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar announced immediate 
steps to accelerate the proj-

ect. The Karnataka govern-
ment formed a team led by 
KERS Director K.G. Mahesh 
to expedite construction. A 
project office has been estab-
lished in Harobele, with ad-
ditional offices set to open in 
Ramanagara.

The Mekedatu project aims 
to address Bengaluru's critical 
drinking water needs and gen-
erate hydroelectric power. 
Shivakumar described the 
verdict as a victory for all 
Cauvery riparian states, em-
phasizing that the project 
would benefit Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry as much as 
Karnataka by ensuring reli-
able water release even during 
years of inadequate rainfall.

Greater Bengaluru Governance 
Act: Revolutionary Urban Reform

IMPLEMENTATION 
OF GBGA

May 2025 marked a water-
shed moment in Bengaluru's 
urban governance with the 
implementation of the Great-
er Bengaluru Governance 
Act (GBGA) on May 14, 
2025. This landmark legisla-
tion replaced the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) Act of 2020 
and introduced the most rad-
ical change in the state capi-
tal's governance structure.

RESTRUCTURING THE 
MEGACITY

The GBGA divides the 
Greater Bengaluru Area into 
a maximum of seven city 
corporations, each with a 
minimum population of 10 
lakh, population density of 
5,000 persons per square ki-
lometer, and minimum rev-
enue generation capacity of 
₹300 crore per annum. This 

decentralization aims to im-
prove service delivery, en-
hance efficiency, and ensure 
responsive governance clos-
er to citizens.

The Act establishes the 
Greater Bengaluru Authori-
ty (GBA) as the apex body, 
chaired by the Chief Minis-
ter, with the Chief Commis-
sioner serving as member 
secretary. The GBA coordi-
nates among various civic 
agencies and city corpora-
t ions ,  address ing the 
long-standing challenge of 

f r a g m e n t e d 
g o v e r n a n c e 
due to multi-
p l e  c i v i c 
a g e n c i e s 
operating 
w i t h o u t 
coordi-
nation.

Specialized Bodies
The GBGA establishes 

several specialized  
bodies including:

n �A Climate Action Cell 
headed by the Special 
Commissioner (For-
est, Environment and 
Climate Change) to 
implement the Bengal-
uru Climate Action and 
Resilience Plan

n �An Economic Develop-
ment Agency with the 
Minister for Bengaluru 
Development as chair-
person

n �Sectoral Expert Com-
mittees consisting 
of domain experts to 
advise the Authority

n �A Metropolitan Plan-
ning Committee to co-
ordinate developmental 
activities
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India's Historic Achievements in 2025
As 2025 draws to a close, India stands at a remarkable juncture in its journey as a rising 

global power. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his final Mann Ki Baat address of the 
year, described 2025 as a year marked by proud milestones across sectors, from nation-
al security and sports to scientific progress and economic resilience. The year witnessed 
India asserting itself on multiple fronts: executing bold military operations, clinching his-

toric sports victories, achieving technological breakthroughs in space exploration, and 
maintaining its position as the world's fastest-growing major economy. This compre-
hensive review captures the defining achievements that made 2025 a watershed year 

for the nation, alongside significant global milestones that shaped the world.

Operation Sindoor: Redefining India's 
National Security Doctrine

The Genesis: Pahalgam Terror Attack

The year 2025 will be for-
ever etched in India's mili-
tary history as the year of 
Operation Sindoor—a mil-
itary campaign that funda-
mentally altered the coun-
try's counter-terrorism doc-
trine. The operation was a 
response to the devastating 
Pahalgam terror attack on 
April 22, 2025, in which 26 
civilians, including 25 tour-
ists, were brutally killed by 

terrorists linked to Paki-
stan-based militant groups. 
The attack specifically tar-
geted Hindu men, leaving 
many widows behind, a 
fact that resonated deeply 
with the nation and gave 
the operation its name. Sin-
door refers to the vermil-
lion mark worn by married 
Hindu women, symboliz-
ing the widows created by 
this horrific attack.

The Military Response

On May 7, 2025, India 
launched Operation Sindoor 
with precision missile and air 
strikes targeting nine sites 
across Pakistan-administered 
Azad Kashmir and Pakistan's 
Punjab province. The 25-min-
ute precision strike utilized 
advanced drones and air-
launched weapons to target 
24 terror launchpads and 
training camps belonging to 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, and Hizbul Mujahi-
deen. What distinguished this 
operation from previous 
strikes was its scale, techno-
logical sophistication, and 
strategic messaging. Indian 
forces executed what became 
known as the subcontinent's 
first non-contact war—a tech-
nology-driven kinetic opera-

tion involving missiles and 
drones where neither side 
physically crossed territorial 
boundaries.

The operation witnessed 
the largest aerial engagement 
in recent times, with more 
than 125 fighter jets from 
both sides present at standoff 
ranges. India's indigenous 
defense capabilities proved 
their worth as the operation 
successfully neutralized im-
mediate threats while 
demonstrating the country's 
evolving military doctrine. 
The strikes also targeted, for 
the first time, the headquar-
ters of terrorist organizations 
at Muridke and Bahawalpur 
deep inside Pakistan—loca-
tions previously considered 
off-limits.

Strategic Significance and Outcomes
Operation Sindoor represent-
ed a paradigm shift in several 
ways. It established India's 
willingness to conduct puni-
tive strikes below the nuclear 
threshold, challenging Paki-
stan's long-held assumption 
that its nuclear weapons pro-
vided immunity for cross-bor-
der terrorism. The operation 
demonstrated India's techno-
logical superiority, with indig-
enous assets like Cartosat-2C 
providing precise high-resolu-
tion targeting and RISAT en-
abling all-weather surveil-
lance.

The conflict concluded on 
May 10, 2025, with a stop-
page of firing agreement, but 
the operation's impact extend-
ed far beyond the immediate 

military objectives. It show-
cased the success of India's 
defense indigenization poli-
cies—from air defense sys-
tems to drones and count-

er-unmanned aerial systems 
capabilities. Indigenous tech-
nology delivered when it mat-
tered most, validating decades 
of investment in self-reliance.

Sports Glory: Historic Triumphs Across Disciplines
Women's Cricket World Cup: 
Breaking the Final Frontier

If Operation Sindoor defined 
India's military resolve, the 
Women's Cricket World Cup 
victory defined its sporting 
excellence. On November 2, 
2025, the Indian women's 
cricket team scripted history 
by winning the ICC Women's 
ODI World Cup for the first 
time, defeating South Africa 
by 52 runs in the final at 

Navi Mumbai's DY Patil Sta-
dium. After heartbreaks in 
2005 and 2017, Harmanpreet 
Kaur's side delivered a com-
plete performance that made 
India the first women's team 
from Asia to win a global ti-
tle across formats.

Shafali Verma, who was 
called back into the squad as 
injury cover, scored a ca-
reer-best 87 off 78 balls, 
while Deepti Sharma's all-
round brilliance—scoring 58 
runs and claiming 5 wickets 
for 39 runs—proved deci-
sive. The victory was partic-
ularly sweet considering In-
dia's precarious position after 
three consecutive defeats in 
the league stage against 
South Africa, Australia, and 
England. Smriti Mandhana 
topped the tournament with 
434 runs, the most by an In-
dian batter in a single Wom-
en's ODI World Cup.

Men's Cricket: Dual Trophy Success
The men's team complement-
ed the women's historic 
achievement with their own 
stellar performances. India 
won the ICC Champions Tro-
phy in March 2025, remain-
ing undefeated throughout the 

tournament in Dubai to secure 
their third Champions Trophy 
title. Under Rohit Sharma's 
captaincy, the team reaffirmed 
their dominance in white-ball 
cricket. Later in the year, In-
dia also clinched the Asia Cup 

T20 title, defeating Pakistan 
in the final by five wickets 
their third victory over Paki-
stan in the tournament, which 
was marked by political ten-
sions following Operation 
Sindoor.

Beyond Cricket: Athletic Excellence
The year saw remarkable 
achievements across other 
disciplines. Nineteen-year-
old Divya Deshmukh cap-
tured the FIDE Women's 
World Cup title, defeating 
veteran Koneru Humpy in 
an all-Indian final—India's 
first-ever triumph in the 
tournament. The victory 
earned her the Grandmaster 
norm and added another 
chapter to India's flourish-
ing chess success story.

Indian shooters delivered 
outstanding performances, 
with Samrat Rana becoming 
World Champion in men's 
10m air pistol at the 2025 
World Championships, also 
contributing to team gold 
and mixed team silver. He 
became only the third Indi-
an pistol shooter to achieve 
this feat.

Para-athletes scripted 
their own history by clinch-
ing 22 medals at the World 
Para Athletics Champion-
ships—India's best-ever 
medal haul at the event. In-
dian archers achieved his-
t o r i c  r e s u l t s ,  w i t h 
Prathamesh Fuge being part 
of the men's compound 
team that won India's 
first-ever gold in the com-
pound category at World 
Archery Championships.

Additional sporting mile-
stones included India's clean 
sweep at the inaugural Kho 
Kho World Cup, with both 
men's and women's teams 
winning titles, and the 
women's blind cricket team 
winning the Women's Blind 
T20 World Cup—demon-
strating the breadth of In-
dia's sporting excellence.

Beyond Cricket: 
Athletic Excellence

India's sporting achieve-
ments extended well be-
yond the cricket field. 
Olympic champion Neeraj 
Chopra achieved a land-
mark feat at the Doha Dia-
mond League by breaching 
the 90-meter mark with a 
throw of 90.23 meters, a 
psychological and physical 
barrier that had eluded him. 

This achievement solidified 
his status as one of the 
world's premier javelin 
throwers. He later hosted 
the successful  Neeraj 
Chopra Classic in Bengalu-
ru, drawing over 14,000 
spectators and demonstrat-
ing India's growing capabil-
ity to host world-class ath-
letic events.

Chess, Shooting, and Paralympic Success

Global Context: Major World Events in 2025
Geopolitical Developments

While India achieved remarkable progress, 
the global landscape remained turbulent. 
The Ukraine-Russia conflict entered its 
fourth year with Russia making meager ter-
ritorial gains despite suffering approximate-
ly 1,000 casualties daily. In July, Cambodia 
and Thailand engaged in their worst border 
conflict in decades, demonstrating that re-
gional tensions remained high globally.

The Middle East saw continued instability, 
though an Israel-Hamas ceasefire brought 
temporary relief in January, allowing human-
itarian aid into Gaza. However, the situation 
remained fragile, serving as a reminder of 
the region's persistent challenges.

Catholic Church Leadership
In a historic development, the Roman Catholic 

Church selected Cardinal Robert Prevost as 
Pope Leo XIV in May 2025—the first American 

pope in the church's 267-pope history. Born 
and raised in Chicago, his selection marked a 

significant shift in Catholic leadership.
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Shafali, Renuka rise; Deepti stays at 
No.1 spot in ICC Women’s T20I rankings

Indian stars surge upward in latest ICC update after dominant Sri Lanka series show
DUBAI

India opener Shafali Verma 
and pacer Renuka Singh 
Thakur made significant gains 
in the latest ICC Women’s 
T20I Player Rankings, while 
seasoned all-rounder Deepti 
Sharma continued her reign at 
the top of the bowling chart 
following India’s command-
ing performance against Sri 
Lanka.

Swashbuckling batter Sha-
fali climbed four places to 
sixth position after a series of 
impactful knocks in the ongo-
ing five-match T20I series. 
The 21-year-old, who was 
once the world’s top-ranked 
batter in the format, returned 
to prime form with scores of 

69 not out off 34 balls in the 
second T20I, followed by 
consecutive unbeaten 
79s in the third and 
fourth matches in Thi-
ruvananthapuram. 
Her fearless stroke-
play at the top has been 
a key factor in India 
racing to a 4-0 
lead in the se-
ries.

Vice-captain 
Smriti Mandha-
na retained her 
third position 
among batters 
after ending a 
b r i e f  l e an 
patch with a 
fluent 80 in 
the fourth 

T20I. Jemimah Rodrigues, 
however, slipped one place to 

10th despite consistent con-
t r i b u - t i o n s 
t h r o u g h 
the se-
ries.

In the bowling rankings, 
Deepti Sharma continued 

to hold firm at 
the No.1 spot, 
underlining her 
consistency and 
value as a front-
line spinner. She 
was joined in the 

top 10 by Re-
nuka Singh 
Thakur, who 
j u m p e d 
eight places 
t o  j o i n t 
sixth. Re-

nuka’s rise 
came on the 
b a c k  o f  a 
match-winning 
spell of four for 
21 in the third 

T20I, which sealed the series 
for India.

India’s spin depth was fur-
ther reflected in the rise of 
left-arm spinners Shree Cha-
rani and Vaishnavi Sharma. 
Charani moved up 17 places 
to 52nd, while Vaishnavi 
made a remarkable leap of 
390 places to 124th in her 
debut international series.

For Sri Lanka, opener 
Hasini Perera advanced 114 
places to 71st among batters, 
while all-rounder Kavisha 
Dilhari climbed three spots 
to 79th. The rankings gains 
come as teams fine-tune 
combinations ahead of the 
ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2026 in England and 
Wales.

Bradman’s baggy 
green from India 

series up for auction
SYDNEY

A rare Baggy Green cap worn 
by legendary Australian batter 
Sir Donald Bradman during 
the historic 1947/48 home se-
ries against India will go un-
der the hammer next month, 
offering collectors a unique 
slice of cricketing heritage.

The cap was gifted by 
Bradman to Indian all-round-
er Sriranga Wasudev Sohoni 
during the series, which was 
particularly significant as it 
marked India’s first interna-
tional cricket tour after Inde-
pendence. The gesture reflect-
ed the mutual respect between 
players in an era remembered 
for sportsmanship as much as 
for Bradman’s extraordinary 
feats with the bat.

Unlike most surviving Bag-
gy Green caps from Brad-
man’s era — many of which 
are preserved in museums or 
locked away in tightly held 
private collections — this cap 
has never been publicly dis-
played or previously offered 
for sale. 

According to the Australian 
Associated Press (AAP), it 
has remained in uninterrupted 
family ownership for more 
than 75 years, adding greatly 
to its historical and sentimen-
tal value.

“This is a genuine piece of 
cricket history that Sir Donald 
Bradman personally gifted,” 
said Lee Hames of Lloyds 
Auctions. “Its uninterrupted 

family ownership for 75 
years and its direct link 

to ‘The Don’ make it 
one of the most im-

portant Bradman-related piec-
es to come to auction.”

During Bradman’s playing 
days, Test cricketers wore a 
different Baggy Green cap for 
each series, making surviving 
examples from specific tours 
especially rare. The 1947/48 
series against India was one 
of Bradman’s most dominant, 
as he amassed 715 runs in six 
innings at a staggering aver-
age of 178.75. His haul in-
cluded three centuries and a 
memorable double hundred as 
Australia swept the series 4-0.

Widely regarded as the 
greatest batter the game has 
known, Bradman finished his 
career with an almost mythi-
cal Test average of 99.94. He 
passed away in 2001 at the 
age of 92.

The bidding for the cap at 
Lloyds Auctions will open at 
one Australian dollar and 
close on January 26, drawing 
interest from collectors, mu-
seums, institutions and cricket 
fans worldwide. A Baggy 
Green from the same India 
series fetched Rs 2.63 crore 
last year, underlining the en-
during allure of Bradman 
memorabilia.

Rare Don Bradman 
Baggy Green from 

landmark India series 
heads to auction

Arjun Erigaisi shocks Carlsen as Indians 
deliver mixed results in Doha

World Blitz: Erigaisi 
stuns Carlsen to emerge 
joint leader on day one

DOHA

Indian Grandmaster Arjun Er-
igaisi produced a sensational 
performance to stun world 
No.1 Magnus Carlsen and fin-
ish day one of the World Blitz 
Championships as joint lead-
er, while Indian women play-
ers Koneru Humpy and 
Divya Deshmukh slipped 
down the standings in the 
blitz section.

Erigaisi showcased nerves 
of steel and fine endgame 
technique to outlast Carlsen 
in a dramatic Round 9 en-
counter. The Indian prevailed 
in a tense finish with just 
nine seconds on his clock 
against Carlsen’s three, trig-
gering visible frustration 
from the Norwegian, who 
slammed the table after los-
ing on time. At one point, 
Carlsen even fumbled his 
queen as it slipped off the 
board, costing him precious 
seconds and the game.

R id ing  on  tha t  mo-
rale-boosting victory, Erigaisi 

went on to defeat Uzbek 
Grandmaster Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov and drew three other 
games to end the day on 10 
points from 13 rounds. He 
was tied at the top with 
France’s Maxime Vachier-La-
grave and American Fabiano 
Caruana, emerging as one of 
the strongest contenders for 
the title.

The leaders were closely 
followed by six players on 9.5 
points ,  whi le  re igning 
co-champions Carlsen and Ian 
Nepomniachtchi finished the 
day with 9/13. Carlsen, chas-
ing a ninth World Blitz title 
after winning his sixth Rapid 
crown on Sunday, also suf-
fered a second setback against 
Caruana after overlooking a 
rook. Dutchman Jorden van 
Foreest briefly surged ahead 
as sole leader midway 
through the day after beating 
elite players including Erigai-
si, handing the Indian his only 
loss. However, van Foreest 
faltered later and ended on 
8/13.

LONDON

Injury-prone fast bowler Jofra 
Archer was on Tuesday 
named in England’s provi-
sional 15-member squad for 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup, to be held in India and 
Sri Lanka in February, despite 
continuing his recovery from 
a left side strain sustained 
during the third Ashes Test in 
Adelaide earlier this month.

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) con-
firmed that Archer will miss 
England’s white-ball tour of 
Sri Lanka beginning January 
22, which includes three 
ODIs and three T20Is, as he 
continues rehabilitation under 
medical supervision. The in-
jury had already ruled him out 
of the fourth Ashes Test in 
Melbourne, which England 
won inside two days.

“Archer is included in the 
provisional T20 World Cup 
squad but will miss the tour of 
Sri Lanka as he continues his 
rehabilitation,” the ECB said 
in a statement. England will 
be hoping the express pacer 
regains full fitness in time for 
the global event, given his 
proven impact in major tour-
naments.

England’s squad will be cap-
tained by Harry Brook, with 
another pace option in Joshua 
Tongue earning a spot despite 
being uncapped in limit-
ed-overs internationals. 
Tongue, who has featured in 
just two Ashes Tests so far, im-
pressed with 12 wickets at 
18.58 and was the leading 
wicket-taker in this year’s 
Men’s Hundred with 14 scalps.

Archer was among En-
gland’s standout performers 
in the Ashes before injury 
struck. He claimed nine wick-
ets at an average of 27.11, 
including a five-wicket haul 
in Adelaide, and also regis-
te red  h is  maiden Tes t 
half-century in the same 
match.

England will open their T20 
World Cup campaign against 
Nepal in Mumbai on February 
8, followed by fixtures 
against the West Indies (Feb-
ruary 11, Mumbai), Bangla-
desh (February 14, Kolkata) 
and Italy (February 16, Kolk-
ata).

Batting all-rounder Will 
Jacks returned to both squads 
after missing the New Zea-
land white-ball tour, while 
seamer Brydon Carse and bat-
ter Zak Crawley were recalled 

for the Sri Lanka tour. How-
ever, Jamie Smith, Jordan 
Cox and Saqib Mahmood 
were omitted from the provi-
sional World Cup squad.

The provisional selection 
underlines England’s intent to 
balance expe- r i -
e n c e  w i t h 
e m e r g i n g 
t a l e n t  a s 
they build 
toward the 
T20 show-
piece.

T20 WC: Archer named in England’s 
provisional squad despite nursing injury

Infantino defends 
2026 WC ticket prices, 

cites ‘crazy’ demand
DUBAI

FIFA president Gi-
anni Infantino has 
d e f e n d e d  t h e 
m u c h - c r i t i c i s e d 
ticket prices for the 
2026 World Cup, in-
sisting that unprece-
dented global de-

mand justified the pricing 
structure and stressing that all 
revenues would be reinvested 
into football worldwide.

Infantino revealed that or-
ganisers had received a stag-
gering 150 million ticket re-
quests in just the first two 
weeks of sales for the tourna-
ment, which will be jointly 
hosted by the United States, 
Mexico and Canada. The fig-
ures, he said, highlighted the 
unmatched appeal of foot-
ball’s flagship event.

“In the last few days, there 
has been a lot of debate about 
ticketing and ticket prices,” 
Infantino said. “We have six 
to seven million tickets on 
sale, and in 15 days we re-
ceived 150 million requests. 
This shows how powerful 
the World Cup is.”

Infantino’s remarks were 
his first public response since 
a ticketing backlash erupt-
ed earlier this month, 
with fan organisations 
branding prices as 
“extortionate” and 
“astronomical”. In 
response to the crit-

icism, FIFA announced that a 
limited number of tickets 
would be made available at a 
lower price point of $60.

According to Infantino, the 
majority of ticket requests 
have come from the United 
States, followed by Germany 
and Britain. He compared the 
surge in demand with histori-
cal figures, noting that FIFA 
had sold 44 million World 
Cup tickets over the past cen-
tury.

“In 100 years of World Cup 
history, FIFA sold 44 million 
tickets in total,” he said. “In 
just two weeks for the next 
World Cup, we could have 
filled 300 years of World 
Cups. This is absolutely cra-
zy.”

The FIFA chief emphasised 
that the revenue generated 
would not be profit-driven but 
reinvested into developing the 
game globally. “The revenues 

generated go back to 
football all over the 
world,” he said, 

adding that FIFA 
supports foot-
ball operations 
in around 150 

countries. 

AFCON: Host 
Morocco and SA 

join Egypt in 
knockout stage as 
Salah gets a rest

RABAT

Host nation Morocco and 
South Africa sealed their plac-
es in the Africa Cup of Na-
tions knockout stage, while 
Egypt rested star forward Mo-
hamed Salah with qualifica-
tion already secured.

Morocco confirmed pro-
gression with an emphatic 3-0 
victory over Zambia to top 
Group A, keeping alive hopes 
of playing all their knockout 
matches in Rabat’s Prince 
Moulay Abdellah Stadium, 
which will also host the final 
on January 18. Ayoub El Kaa-
bi was once again the hero, 

scoring a spectacular bicycle 
kick shortly after halftime. 
The goal, initially ruled out 
for offside, was awarded fol-
lowing a VAR check, trigger-
ing jubilant celebrations 
across the stadium and city 
streets.

Results elsewhere also 
sparked celebrations beyond 
Rabat. In Group A, Comoros 
finished third with two points, 
while Angola did likewise in 
Group B. Under tournament 
rules, the four best third-
placed teams from six groups 
advance, meaning teams al-
ready assured of at least third 
place with more than two 

points booked their spots in 
the last 16. As a result, Sene-
gal, Congo and Benin pro-
gressed from Group D, while 
defending champions Ivory 
Coast, five-time winners 
Cameroon and Mozambique 
qualified from Group F. 
Burkina Faso and Sudan also 
advanced from Group E 
alongside Algeria.

Mali edged through from 
Group A after a goalless draw 
with Comoros, finishing sec-
ond with three draws. Howev-
er, coach Tom Sainfiet ex-
pressed concern over his 
side’s form after Amadou 
Haidara was sent off late.

Alcaraz’s Andy Murray coaching plan derailed by Djokovic: Report
MADRID

Carlos Alcaraz had explored a 
dramatic coaching change in-
volving former world No.1 
Andy Murray as early as the 
end of 2024, but the move 
never materialised after Mur-
ray joined Novak Djokovic’s 
coaching team, according to a 
media report.

Earlier this month, Alcaraz 
parted ways with long-time 
coach Juan Carlos Ferrero, a 
decision that surprised the 

tennis world. However, the 
report suggests the split in 
December 2025 was the result 

of internal discussions that 
had begun nearly a year earli-
er, when the Spaniard started 

reassessing his long-term di-
rection.

Alcaraz began working 
with Ferrero at the age of 15 
and enjoyed a remarkable 
seven-year partnership. 
During that period, he won 
six Grand Slam titles — two 
each at the French Open, 
Wimbledon and the US Open 
— along with 24 tour-level 
trophies, including eight Mas-
ters 1000 titles. He also 
reached the world No.1 rank-
ing, cementing his status as 

one of the leading players of 
his generation.

Despite the success, the 
report claims Alcaraz be-
came increasingly uneasy 
with Ferrero’s methods to-
wards the end of 2024. Mur-
ray, a three-time Grand Slam 
champion admired for his 
tactical insight, was identi-
fied as a potential successor. 
Those plans were shelved 
once Murray committed to 
Djokovic’s camp ahead of 
the 2025 season.

 IOA to Host National 
Athletes’ Forum in 

Ahmedabad on January 10

NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) will organise the 
country’s first-ever National 
Athletes’ Forum in Ahmed-
abad on January 10, marking 
a major step towards ath-
lete-led governance in Indian 
sport. The forum will bring 
together current and former 
athletes, athlete representa-
tives and key stakeholders for 
focused discussions on 
strengthening accountability 
and transparency.

According to the IOA, the 
forum will address crucial is-
sues such as athlete rights and 
responsibilities, ethical gover-
nance, safe sport and integri-
ty, mental health and well-be-

ing, anti-doping education, 
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms and structured career 
transition pathways. The aim 
is to convert athlete feedback 
into concrete and actionable 
reforms.

IOA president P.T. Usha 
said the initiative signals a de-
cisive shift towards ath-
lete-centred decision-making, 
emphasising that athlete voic-
es can no longer remain pe-
ripheral. Athletes’ Commis-
sion chair M.C. Mary Kom 
said the forum provides a 
credible platform for athletes 
to directly influence gover-
nance and reform. The IOA 
will also hold its Annual Gen-
eral Meeting in Ahmedabad 
on January 9.


